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pound. We have a cow for our own use, and it a 
married man wants butter he takes it.\Ve star!; 
\\'ork at a quarter or twenty minut.es past 7. 

4690. By the Chairman.-On .. the question of 
your association, does it act in a co-operative way 
ill the inter6Sts of the people who are there ?-Yes. 
The manager of that associa,tion goes' and buys 
where he can get b.est value for his money. 

4691. By Mr. Warde.-Is it for buying Y-Buy. 
lng and distributing; he buys from us and the as­
sociation distributes it after he has bought it. He 
will take our potatoes or onions, 

4692. That prevents a cut-throat competition 
�a�m�0�1�~�g� yourselves and saves a lot of trouble ?-I do 
not think there is a cut-throat competitioll. 

4693 .. The association will take your produce and 
tbe the price for the sale of it ?-No, they will take 
'lUI' produce at the price we ask for it, if it suits 
them; they buy. right out and distribute to the dif­
ferent country towns. 

4694. By 1111'. llogan.-Where do they buy it? 
�~�-�l�n� the market. If he wants ten loads of cab­
bages he will sa,y, " If Y0n have any cabbages that 
will suit me bring them along." 

4695. By ilIr. Wal'de.-You fix your own price 
to sell to the association 1-Yes. 

4696. Do the association own it 1-Yes. 
'W97. And they send it to different parts of the 

country 1-Yes. • 
4698 .. Is the profit from the transaction shared 

ill any way among the members.of the association �~� 
�-�~�W�e� never get enough to share, or it might be. 
We have a rule that there was to be £3,000 profit 
before we distributed anything. I think we had a 
dividend once of 28. a. shartl. 

4fl99. B1/ the �C�l�L�a�'�i�r�1�n�a�n�.�~�I�t� is �d�i�~�t�r�i�b�u�t�i�n�g� your 
surplus stock �~�- Yes, it is finding a market for the 
surplus stock. 

4700. By M1·. Ww·de.-You hand 'over the 
surplus ?-No, he will take all you have got some.­
times. ' It is opening avenues for distributing. 
Any number of people would not think of sending 
to Leongatha with a few vegetables, f)r Ballarat, 
or so on. Our association does do that. 

4701. Do you employ an agent1-:---Yes. 
4702. And that is his provinoe �~�-�Y�e�s�.� 

�~� ·4703. By,Mr, SnowbaU.-You say one market·. 
for the whole metropolitan area is better than two 1 
-Yes. 

4704. The South Melbourne market inspector 
urged on the Commission that it would be incon­
venient for the consumers having to come from the 
northern suburbs to South lYielbourne; what do you 
think of that 1-1 do not think it would be any 
�h�a�r�d�s�~�l�i�p� for the people to get the one market, 
You are not sending the purchaser to one place 
while the ,produce may be in another. It some­
times has happened that the South Melbourne and 
Melbourne markets are on the one day-at Christ­
mas time-then the people who go to one market 
may sell more because the buyers have come to that 
market, and the people who go to the other market 
may sllffer because they cannot get purchasers. 

4705. We are told that at the South Melbourne 
Market not one-half the accommodation is utilized 
by Fhe growers; what is the. reason of that 1-1 
have never been to South Melbourne as a salesman. 
People, I find, like to get irlto the street instead of 

�.�t�h�e�~�r�s�h�e�d�s�,� because they can get· their cust'omers 
earlier a;,:6H get away .·d:' .,; !IJ r.r ,. 

4706. Do you see any difficulty in forcing the 
grower into thel market area in the Queen Victoria 
Marketr-there are a large number of staUs un­
occupied 1-1 believe they could force them to go 
into the sheds; but if they do it they do injustice 
by not allowing them to get where they can sell 
easily. '> 

4707. Are there not sufficient .outlets for the 
growers ?-No. 
. 4708. If the market .wes established in South 
Melbourne, as ,proposed, and the city markets re­
mained open, would the buyers continue to go to 
the Victoria Market in preference to the South 
M.elbourne Market 1.-They would very soon go 
\vhe1'e they found the produce. 

4709. Is there any meallS of compelling the 
grower to go with his produce to South Melbourne �~� 
-No. 

4710. Would not tbe tendency of the grower be 
to go where he had the best demand for his stllff 1 
--Yes; but if the market was established at South 
l\il:elbourne we, as an association, would .try to con­
llillce the grower tha t was the best place. 

4711. You think that would be effective in in­
ducing the grower to go there and desert the city 
ma.rketl-Yes, that is for vegetables; 1 have no­
;:hing to do with fruit. 

:1712. You have urged the Metropolitan Board 
to :.upply water, and the supply at present is nOl; 
�a�d�'�~�q�u�a�t�e�.� It is outside their limit, and the sup­
ply is not sufficient to extend the area IJ-'l'hat 1" 
what they say, but we do not think so. 

4713. By 111'1'. Warde.-If there was all outlet 
[01 the carts at the top end of the mar.ket would 
the 145 stands which are lIOW vacant ill the Vic­
toria Market be taken up 1-1 think so. 

4714. It would be possible by shortening the 
Jerigl',h of the sheds to get an outlet 1-1 think 
there is a cottage there. 

4715. There is no insuperable difficulty �~�-�N�o�.� 

4716. With that outlet the difficulty tha,t the 
stall-holder has in selling his goods would he re-
moved 1-To a great e,xtent it would. . 

4717. Have you allY idea of the average value 
of the produce per acre of the market gardens '{-
It fluctuates. greatly. 0 

4718. What would 00 a rough average 1-1 have 
all acre or two at home I will take nothing for, it 
is blown away. You find you will have one piece 
of ground that something happens so that you get 
no crop. 

4719. Supposo you were establishing a son on a 
30 acres marl';,et garden, what would you expect, 
with average sales, its returns per acre to be 1-
He ought to get about £25 an acrt-. 

4720. �~�~�a�t� �~�o�,�u�l�d� you �r�~�c�k�o�n� �t�h�~�l�i�f�l�e�n�s�e�s� to 
00 �~�-�S�o�m�e�t�l�r�n�e�s�'� £25, sometImes £50. . 

, " v' �~� 

4721. �\�V�o�u�l�d�.�~�h�e� average cost of production be 
50 per cent. �~�-�Y�e�s�,� nearly 75 per cent. _ 

4722. Is there an opening in this district, with 
suita;ble land, for an increase in that kind of pro­
duce 7-N ot so neal' in as we are; further bacl( 
therll is a gooa deal of land available) but from 
here to Melbourne there is not much land avail­
able. 

4723. Is there a demand for that sort of pro­
duce that is not supplied at present �~�-�I� think there 
is room for more. In the good seasons we have 
more than we know what to do with. When every­
thing you plant grows you �c�a�~�m�o�t� get rid of it. 

4724. 'You mean the 75 per cent. covei'S every· 
qling. That leaves 25 per cent. for wurk and 
trOUble �~�-�I� think so; the only thing,is out of that 
25 per cent. you haye to pay for �t�h�~�{�c�r�o�p� the); y>Q;u 
did not get. m q H 'J(}. 

4'725. You think it is a profitable industry, and 
there is plenty of opportunity for an extensioll of 
it'l-Yes, I think so. 

4726. By Mr. l1ogan.-Do you suggest that 1'1'0-

\'ision should be made for the buyers' carts in the 
mdfket ¥-I would not mind that if provision were 
made for them to get out. In many places I think 



1081 
175 William G. BurgeBB. 

lOth March! 1915. 

some of them go in now, but the passag~ are .very 
narrow. We want to have it so that they can get 
out at eithei' side of the market. 

4727. Do you know the 're:J.soll why the stalls 
are vacant, is because tliey are unsuit,able sites from 
the growers' point of view 1-Yes. 

4728. If you were to force the growers to go into 
those stalls there would be a little friction among 
the growers 1-Yes. 

4729. What method is followed in the allotments 
of these stalls in the Victoria Market at present 7 
-Some men have had the good stalls all along. 
They have had it before that market was estab~ 
lished ill the market at the top of Bourke-st!'eet. 

4730. In fairness to the growers it be ad~ 
visable t() have a ballot for those sites every quar~ 
tel' ~-Then you disarrange the t,rade. If you 
come to me every morning, and to-day I am here, 
and next month I am in a different position, it 
would disarrange matters. 

4731. Would you approve of a ballot every year 1 
-I would not approve of a ballot. 

4732. Not if you were in a good position 1-1 am 
in a fairly bad position, but I have made a con­
nexion, and those men would come to me if I were 
a little further away. 

4733. Taking those men who stay in the street 
rather than go into those bad positions, suppose a 
regulation was passed compelling all those men to 
go into those stalls, they would object that the 
stalls were not as suitable. Should not they have 
a chance of securing "ome of the better-situated 
stalls--what objection is there to that 1-1 do not 
know how it wo'uId work. I know there are stands 
I would take in preference to my own, and there 
are. some worse stalls. 

4734. Does not the establishing of a central 
market mean that buyers would h~ve to gD a long 
way 1--Yesj but if we have a central market we 
want it to be central. , 

4735. You do not make provision to sell to con­
sumers 1-No. 

4736. Did it not occur to the association to 
make provision in the suburbs for direct sale to 
the consumers 1-No; it would be too small an 
item; it would require toO'- much labour to do it. , 
The middle man does that. 

4737. Do you know there is a general impres­
sion in,rthe minds of the consumers that the men 
who selrfruit and vegetables get,nior~ for selling 
it than the growers do for gro\ving i,t1-They do 
sometimes; but I do not see how it "can be ob­
viated. I have sold cauliflowers at 4d., and no 
one can do that at a profit. You cannot be all 
day at the market selling your produce. 

4738. Could not the association establish a 
depot in some place convenient to the consumer 1 
-"iNe have ours in Flinders-street, and 1 suppose 
if they want anything they go there lor it. 

4739. By the Cha.irman.-The unoccupied stalls 
lead to a dead end 'i-Yes. 

4740. There is no outlet for them1-No. 
4741. That is the reason they are unoccupied? 

-Yes; but you will find at the top end of one 
there are twenty or thirty florists, and the men 
buying vegetables do not want to go to the florists. 

4742. With a lit.tle alteration those stalls would 
"13e aslvaluabYe as the others,?-Yes, and keeping 
out the cheap jacks, and soon. 

4743. You reckon the average takings from 
these market gardeners would be about £25 per 
acre1-Yes. 

4744. How' acres is. the average size of .a 
market garden good deal depends upon, the 
staff. Ten acres is enough for some, and oithers 
have twenty and thirty. Qj 

4745. The 75 per cent. covers all the cost of 
production 1-Yes. 

4746. If a man has. only 6 acres 7-1 do not 
think there are any with less than 10 acres. 

4"14 7. Would' they average 20 acres 1-N 0; I 
should think about 18 acres. 

4748. YDur figures show that the returns from 
a market garden would not keep a man ~-l do 
not know that. 

4749. By Mr. Mitchell.-You reckon you get 
£25 net profit per acre with luck. . 

4750. By Mr. T1i'arde.-In the £25 out of the 
£100 that you get, your own and your family',s 
wages come out 7-Yes. 

4751. By the Ohairman.-Do you think the 
City Council ought to provide stands in the 
market for frnit sellers to keep the produce from 
the :floor 7-No; I do not think that is an advan­
tage. 

4752. If they were provided, would it not be 
more cleanly 7-It may be j but with a load of 
vegetables you would have difficulty in getting the 
quantity of stuff down. 

4753. It would be cleaner than using the earth 'I 
---Yes; but it would be more difficult to supply 
five or six people at a time. At Sydney they 
have a'bench. 

4754. Have you anything fUrtller to say to im­
prove the condition between the producer' and the 
consumer 1-No~ 

Tlie 'witness wzthdrew. 

Arthur Knight, sworn and examined. 

4755. B.Y the Ohnirrnan.-What are you~--; 
Manager and secretary of the Market Gardeners 
and Fruit·growers' Association. 

4756. Are you a market gardener 1-1 was up 
to a ft.Ow months ago. I Wfl.S at Heatherton, on 
the Centre-road. 

'4757. You have heard the evidence. Have you 
anything further to add 7-1 think his evidence 
is practically correct. 

4758. You agree with his statement 1-Yes, I 
have nothing much, to add. I think he has said 
all necessary as to marketing; I quite agree as 
to what he' said about the market. As to the 
top stands in the market that are unoccupied, it 
is not only because there is no opening, but, be-

~ca,use they are unsuitable in various other ways. 
uFacing Victoria-street, between Victoria-street 
'~and Peel-street, the City Council recently erected 
a new shed continuing on from the shop fronts up 
to Pee'l-street; that shed abuts on to the road­
way. It only means thaL t.he carts back on tD 
the footpath, and there is practically no con­
vf;nience for the people to put their produce down, 
unless they P~lt it on the footpath which pedes­
trians require. In the sheds the trouble about. 
the Victoria Market is, it is too congested. The 
council· "raded a new shed at a cost of £1,500 
recently, of which not one stall is occupied. The 
market gardeners ocCUpy one stall as a commission 
agency, and it is practically useless; we' cannot 
get into it. The space is limited, and when we 
go the next morning tho I:ltuff has to he removt:d 
while, the ga~es are swung up. That shed,is ex­
actly under the same conditions as th~ P,eel-street, 
Victoria corner shed, as it abl1ts on to the' foot­
way, and not one cart is backed into it. I <10 
not think anv man in his senses would attempt to 
back a horse with a heavy load into that !Shed; 
the gradient is so "teep that it would take him 
over the footpath, unless he had a ;good brake 
on, among the flori~ts--the stalls are all occupied 
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ther~the floristS are there together; they reach 
from Peel-street to two-thirds of the ,{jay to the 

. right-of-way. I thillkMr. Burgess said the 
whole of the roadways were blo-cked at the end; 
there is only one eud blocked, ·that is between 
D and E sheds-that is a cottage in the cemetery 
lana.. Between C and D sheds there has been a 
gate opened of recent years. 

4759. By jJir. Warde.-There is an outlet there 
now 1-Between C and D; between D and Ether" 
is a "Qlock. 

4760. Is that cottage in the cemetery1-.....Yeil. 
4761. By the Ghaiiman.-What are your duties 

as secretary of the associa.tion 1-General dutieb. 
4762. What are .they in relationship to buying 

ahd selling 1-My duties are to open up i1ew mal 
kets. The object of the association is to open 
np new ma.tket-s, find an outlet for the surplus 
produce offered in the Melbourne markets, and 
get it away to those consumers Who require it. 
About fourteen years ago the association was 
Established with that primary object; in country 
districts and outlying districts there was prac­
tically no method of getting fruit and vegetables 
to those pebpIe. There were a few. agents in the 
Western Market who would supply vegetables to 
the consumers, providing they got an enormous 
profit, not less than 150 p~r cent. to 200 per cent. 
if they handled vegetables. Very often vegetables 
would be sold in the Victoria Market for 15s. 
for a load; it was not worth counting by' the 
dozen, and yet country people would be starving 
for them, and not able to get them under a 
ridiculous price. This association was established 
to meet that demand, and we have endeavoured 
to locate various markets in the country districts. 
I claim that we have. been fairly successful, and 
we now operate ovel· th& whole of Victoria, and 
in a good many of the States. 

4763. What is the extent of your business 1-
£16,000 to £20,000 a year. 

4764. Do you get the goods from the_ market 
gardeners, or do you send an order to the mar­
ket gardeners to fulfil1-If we have a large quan­
tity to go away to Sydll.ey, or Ballarat, or Ben­
digo, we will probably get into touch with the 
gardeners, and we buy where the men have the 
stuff t{} suit us. If I know a man who has a 
quantity of goods to suit us, I get into touch with 
him, and he will bring the stuff to the store, or 
the railway, or the boat. 

4765. Have you any rule as to that 1-N o. 
4766. No rule as to whom you shall give an 

order to 1-N o. 
4767. You go to the grower· yourself 1-Direct. 
4768. By Mr. Hogan.-To growers who are in 

the association 1-\Ve do not confine ourselves t,o 
that. If the growers in the association have not 
'the stuff that we require, and a non-.shareholder 
has, we go to him; we go to our owh men first, as 
far as we can. 

4769. By the Chai1'1nan.-Would there be any 
possibility of exercising any undue preference i.n 
connex~on with that matter. Have you had any 
complalllts 1-N ot Que. 

4770. Do the· market gardeners supply you witll 
the names of the articles that they have ltD 

abundance of 1-Some of the gardeners do; I wish 
. , they all would. That is the only trouble I have; 
.u I am . looking for goods that I cannot get in touch 

with, and someti:mes a gardener will say, ". Why 
do you not get 1t off me 1" but I do not know 
that he has it until he speaks. 

4 771. What is the area of the district in which 
the assOCiation exists ?-Taking from about Bur­
''load and Camberwell on the north, and round to 
Dandenong, back through Carrum t arid down tu 
the oeach. 

4772. That is' 15 or 20 miles s'quare 
4773. When you adopted this line of busine~ . 

did the association cut down t.he agents' abnorm,,~ 
profits ?-ConsiderablY. I am quite. satisfied to 
run our business on 10 pel: cent. to 15 per cent.; 
and it was a common o'ccurrence for the com­
mission agents fourteen years ago to ask 200 per 
cent.; they would not. supply it for less than 
100 per cent. 

4774. By, Mr. Warde.--:S:ow many were there 
in the market at that time 1-N ot more than 
half -a-dozen. 

4775. Is it now all concentrated in the associa­
tion's hands1-No. We found the business, and 
other people are securing it; we worked up the 
business III the country. and send out price lists 
every week. If the fruit agents did not do that 
they would lose their fruit connexion; therefore, 
a lot of the agents who pever thought of supply­
ing vegetables are now doing so, and sending the1r 
vegetables all through the country. 

4776, By the Gl.airman.-The agents are buy­
ing from the growers direct ?--Yes. 

4/77. By Ilh. Warde.-Is most of your produce 
from members of the association delIvered direct 
trom the gardens~-xes. I .suppose fully two­
thirds of the goods that we have are deJivereu 
dITe~. , 

4778. Suppose a lUan gets into the Victoria Mar· 
ket with a load, and there is. a glut, making 'u 

difficult to' sell- the produce at a payable pncej 
can he then take the stuff and dehver it to your 
association, or would he have to return to the 
market garden ?-No stuff is l'eturned to the 
market gardens of recent years. The trouble 
with our association is that w'e aro compelled to 
buy our stuff, and get it delivered early in the 
morning; we open the store at 3 o'clOCK in the 
morning to receive goods, 'get them packed, ana 
ready: for distribution in the country. The rail­
ways 1 make it much more difficult for us in that 
respect. 'fhe early morning buyer, either the 
shopkeeper. or the wllOlesale dealer, is the man 
who'will pay the best price for the produce. After 
they have gone out, if there is any surplus left, 
the cheap men with barrows and trucks and the 
smail shopkeepeTs come along, and if they camiot. 
get the produce at their price they win go home 
without it, but the legitimate tradesman must 
have his goods; consequently he has to pay a fair 
market price. What concerns us most is the 
early hours at which the Commissioners of Rail­
ways are despatching trains. vVe had an interview 
with the Commissioners recently on that point; 
up to about six years ago only about one· third 
of the .trains that are now run early were run; 
I mean before noon. 

4779. By the Ghairman.-How does. that in­
convenience you ~-They have a lot of their trains 
scheduled at 9.30, and 10, and 11, and the bulk 
up to nOOll j that means if we do not get our goods 
delivered into the store and re-packed for delivery 
at an early hour we have not them for those 
trains. Then after we get the vegetables we are 
waiting for the fruit. W €I are dependent UpOlI 
the northern districts, such as Ardinona and those 
places. for the supply of fruit, and it is a very 
common occurrence not 'to 00 abl~. to get the imp .. 
ply of fruit from the railways until 9, 10, and 
'U o'clock. The trouble. is that if the railways 
do not give us d-eliveiy of the fi-uit before such 
times as they sa:." it shall be received back .at tho 
railway, it is very plain that.we cannotkee.p 'pace 
with their times. If they do no't give us the 'frul 
until 9 o<'clock, and say it must be delivered bick 
re·packed, and everything by 9.30, it is a mOl1 
im possibility. . . .. . 
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4780. Your fruit could come in the day before? 
-I would not like to send it into the' country j 
you must have grapes, pears, and so on, as fresh 
as possible. 

4781. You do not cool it 1-N o. 
4782. By Mr. Warde.-The people who carry 

on a regular ,trade, that is the shopkeeper who 
has a can nexion , buy early V-Yes. 

4783. Do they not get the pick of the stuff 1-
Not necessarily, . 

4784. Are the vegetables that remain at 10 
o'clock in the morning as good a class of stuff ,118 

the legitimate trader has purchased earlier 1-
Practically the same; there may be a few rejects, 
but if a man goes in with a loa.d. of cauliflowers 
he will start to unload at the back, and the front 
portiQn as a usual thing is just as good as the 
back of it. 

4785'. Is it not reasonable to assume that the 
man who has a legitimate trade, which he hali 
built up for years, must have a fair class of goods 
to deliver to the people who are regularly. dealing 

. with him, whereas the hawker will take it at any 
price, so his goods will be of an inferior quality 1 
-Yes, but the dealers like to get hold of the 
best stuff; they will not take the refuse; if they 
can get a good cauliflower for 6d. they will not 
take' a .smaller one. 

4786. By the Clwirman.-Do those people hawk 
rags, bones, and .so on in the same trucks that 
they. take out vegetables ~-Yes, some of those 
men hire a truck·for 2s. 6d. for the day, and then 
use it for any purpose. 

4181. Do they use it for both purposes in the 
aile day ~-I will not say in the one day. 

4788. They will carry bags an_d bones one day 
and fruit another ~-It is qUIte probable. A man 
will hire ·a truck, and come into the marketj iJ 
he can get fruit and vegetables and hawk them 
he will do so j if he cannot get them he will go 
home withol.lt them, and do something else wittl 
the truck. 

4789. Have you seen that yourself ~-I cannot 
say I know it of my own knowledge; I say the 
men will either hawk vegetables, or take rags and 
bones. 

4790. Do you get fruit wholesale from certain 
districts, and then send it into those districts 
afterwards to retail it ~-During the last few 
months we have established a commission agency 
in which we are now reooivinggoods from the 
country. Prior to that We were not acting <.s 
commission agents; we received no goods 'for 

, sale; we purchased it from the growers in the 
Victoria Market or 'through agents. It is com­
mon to. purchase fruit from a district and re­
consign it to people in the same district. 

4191. Has there been any dividend declared in 
the association 1-0ne of 2s. per share. . 

4792. How many shares are there~-Between 
1,500 and 1,600. 

4193. Each market gardener has one sllare ~-,­
Not necessarily; five is the limit. 

4794. How many market gardeners are there in 
the association i-,,:.Four hundred and thirtyoone. 
Amongst·them about 310 have fully paid .up their 
shares. 

4195. By.Mr. Warde.-Their dividends come 
in~ and higher prices for their pr.oduce, 'by your 
bemg able to find consumers .for the surplus 1-­
To a certain extent it does; we ..:Jaim we have 
distributed<fl1Uit and vegetables to a lot .of people 
who had ·never seen vegetables. 

4196. By .. the Chairman.-Is it.a fact that some 
local ;growers will not distribute .to local retailers1 
-That is often so. A man frcn?'h·Br~ghton will 

3267.-M 

cart his vegetables into the Melbourne market, 
and the Brighton dealer will go into market and 
cart it back to Brighton. 

4791. Cannot the Brighton men deal with the 
local.grower 1-I have boon in tlie same position, 
and I would not be bothered with ,tl1em; it t?Jres 
up too much time. People come in and want two 
or three dozen of this and thaj;, and you ,haye 
to leave off your work and go to attend to them. 
If he will come in on a market day when you 
have the stuff in a heap it would be different. 

41~8. Could not stock be kept in one place to 
do ,tha.t 1-Provided they came on the day when 
you had the ~tuff ready for market. . 

4199. Would it pay the Brighton people to hav:e 
a local market 1-1 think one central market 111 

the best; they might have a local market if they 
came to the central market, and took it out ther.e. 

4800. Would not that have the efIect of . in­
creasing the urice ¥-I do not think so. 

4801. If you had .the South :Melbourne Market, 
and the Victoria Market were' still allowed to exist, 

. the growers would all go to the big market nt 
South Melbourne, and the Victoria would become 
a retail market ?-Perhaps so. 

4802. Would not that increase the price to the 
consumer 1-1 do not think so. If the wholesale 
market was at the back of the barracks a dealer 
from North Melbourne might come to that mar­
ket and buy a load of stuff ,and liIay, "Deli-y.er 
that to me at the Victoria Market," and it would 
be delivered just as it is now. 

4803. You think one central market would he 
more profitable 1-1 think it would be beneficial 
to the whole State if there was one big centraY -
market with one roof covering the whole thiJ;l,g. 

4804. Is that the opinion held by market gar­
deners generally 1-1 believe it is. 

4805. B!/ Mr. lVarde.-The local markets ·that 
were in operation were all failures 1-Yes, people 
did not know where to go for their stuff. 

4806. BlI the Chairman.-The words ,. JV[ar­
ketable commodity" want a definition so CiS to 
keep extraneous stuff out 1-Yes, I think where 
they bring old clothing all(~ glassware, and put 
it among the fruit and vegetables it is a wrong 
thing altogether. I think the markets at the 
present time want re-modelling., to bring them to 
what is required for the benefit of market gar­
deners; the market has .016tgrown its usefulness 
in regard to the modern vehicles; it makes the 
centre 'of the market so congested with the .pro­
jection of the horses' heads on two sides; til,,, 
me.an's taking up 5 feet on either side, so that 
where two carts could pass easily at one time they 
cannot pass now without a great deal of trouble. 
To do anything with the Victoria Market it wants 
recmodelling, the sheds pulled down, and buil~ 
on a bigger basis. • 

.4801: Have you anything further to .say 1-No. 
4808. By 111r. SnowbaU.-As to the central 

market, do you think there would be sufficient 
cohesion among the gardeners to insure their ,all 
going to the South Melbourne Market, if th.e·re 
was a large sadion of consumers on the north 
side of the river prepared to use the north mar­
ket ¥-I believe if there was a central mark~t. and 
provision made for the agents and wholesale fruit 
merchants, and the .market gardeners, in a very 
Short time you would have one market. If you 
do that they will go there, but if you keep th'l 
Western Market in its place, and keep the com­
mission agents there, you .will have a difficulty. 

4809. 'Vould there be any congestion of traffic 
.oyer the bridge in brillging the whole of the 
northern consumers over Prince's-bridge 1-T'hey 
have two bridges. 
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4'810. Would that cause any serious congestion 
of traffic across those bridges 1-That is the ques­
tion-which side of the river has the most traffic. 

4811. Is 'it not recognised that aOout two-thirds 
of "the consumers are on the north of the riv'er' 
-That is probably so. 

4812. If that be so, and the convenience of the 
consumer ,has to be considered, the northern mar­
ket would be preferable to one on 'the south 1-
Yes, from that aspect, if that is correct. 
-4813. Do'you consider the throwing in of the 

'cemetery area would make an adequate market 
at the Queen Victoria site ~-I think myself that 
if the area of the Old Cemetery should be re­
sumed, and an up-to-date market built there, you 
would have no difficulty in getting the trade and 
the conven~ences, just as much as on the barracks 
site. What started the project of the South 
Melbourne site was in 1905, by request of the 
South Melbourne Council, the growers were asked 
to give a guarantee to establish a new market. 
We offered a guarantee of 500 growers; and .we. 
gave them more than that; when it was on the 
verge of completion, plans and specifications 
already drawn, it was thrown out by a red herring 
being drawn across the trail". and it was 
abandoned. 

4814. The adoption of the South Melbourne 
site originated with the South Melbourne Coun­
ciI1-Yes, and when they abandoned the project 
altogether the market committee supervising the 
arrangements of the market approached the Pre-

• mier, ,Sir Thomas Bent, to carry out the original 
proposition, coming really from. the South Mel-
bourne Council. ' 

4815. By Mr. lVarde.-Why was that project. 
abandoned ~-A t the time the South Melbourne 
Council were considering the establishment of a 
market, and the City Council were 'very much 
opposed to it, and drew a red herring across the 
trail, of an amalgamation of South and Port 
Melbourne with Melbourne in a Greater Melbourne 
scheme, and, we were given to understand, the 
City Council said, "'If you drop this market we 
wiV get an amalgamation, and we will get the 
market afterwards." That is what we were toM. 
I was ~t the South 'Melbourne Oouncil meeting 
the night the matter was to be adopted, and they 
dwindled down until· there was not a quorum, 
and the thing' was knocked out, and it has ,::,re­
mai,ried a dead letter to the present time. ,dA 

4816. By 11fT. Ilogan.-As to the commission 
the agents charged. What is it reduced to now 
through the, influence of your association ~-From 
25 per cent. to 10 per cent.; they dare not charge 
more than that or tl~ey would lose the connexion. 

4817. By j[r. TVarde.-They bought the stuff 
straight out, and sold, it at that advance ~-.-Yes. 

48113. They were dealers 1-Yes. 

4819. By Mr. lIogan.-Are ahy of them com­
mission agents 7-Practically all of thom 'now. 

4&20. What cOl11m~ssion do they charge in act­
ing as commission agents 1--Ten pei· cent., I un-
derstand.·" ',i) • (l. ;'_. 

l ~'82L When they aredea,lers tli'ey c~argEFwhat 
they like V-Yes, if a man .can buy a dozen of 
cauliflowers' at 6d. a dozen he might charge Is. 6d. 

4822. B:i/ the Cha,irman.-The growers get more 
out of it, now than they did before1-Yes, the 
lasteightaor ten years the growers have been in 
a better position than they were before·. That is 
not due to the association a~together; it is due 
to the seasons. 

4823. Does the consumer have to pay more for 
his stuff than he did ?-No, they get it for prac­
tically less. Last season I was paying 28. a dozen 
for carrots, and we were seIling them for 2s.; WA 

dare 110t charge more~ 
4824. By J1l r. l-l ogan.-Where do the agents buy 

the stuff ?-In the Victoria Market or the South 
Melbourne Market. 

4825. Do any of the ~rowers send produce to 
them for sale on commIssion 1-No; no metro­
politan growers send produce into the market to 
be sold on commission. 

4826. Are there other growers who send ju 
their produce ?~Yes, from the northern districts 
it is all on commission. 

4827, Do those agent.s who act as dealers receive 
stuff for sale 011 commission ~-Ye9. 

4828. Do they buy it themselves as well as sell 
it 1-Yes. . 

4829. rrhey charge the, grower commission for 
stuff that they have bought ?-Yes, I know that 
is done. 

4830. You are sure that commission agents 1,0 

whom produce is sent by rail, buy it themselves 
and charge the growers commission 1-Yes, they 
must do it. A man gets 100 cases of grape':> sent 
to him for sale, and he distributes a portion of 
that into the country again; he would not go to 
somebody else and buy some, and if he does not 
charge a commission on that, how can he do his 
business. ' 

4831. By M1·. ll1itchell.-Do you confine the 
members c;'"i your association to .market gardeners 1 
-Yes, and fruit-growers; they are principalJy 
market gardeners. 

4832 . You have no members from the country 
districts ?-N o. -c We have had several applica­
tIons to take members from the country, but we 
have not, done so yet. 

4&33. You deal in fruitY-Yes. 
4834. Do you know of your own knowledge that 

fruit comes from a distance in the country, and 
goes b.ack the same distance 1-Yes, 100 and 200 
miles. We often get tomatoes and peaches from 
Echuca and Swan Hill, and send them back into 
the north-eastern district. l<~ruit-growers up there 
will not be bothered with the local tradesman. 

4835. As to the new'!shed in the market. How 
ma,ny stalls ar~,,<~here ?-1 should' say~:t~irty to 
forty. I ,do no~'know where t,he 145.cstalls are. 
-The grow~rs a:n,~,j producers like to get into the 
stroot, because the dealers can get closer to them, 
and because of that the producer outside ofte,Ii' 
reqeives 10 per cent. to 15 per cent. more for his 
produce than the man inside. 

.4836. By Mr. Ilogan.-All the men in the 
street say they would prefer to be in .the market 
if they could get a good site, but they prefer to 
be in the street to getting a bad site 1-Yes. . 

The witness 1.I)'I.:thdrew. 

Thomas Marriot!), sworn and examined. 

4837. By tlte Chairman.-What are you 1-1 
have been a m¥,ket gardener. I am not now; I 
have let-all my land. ' .'~.'lJ., t,~i)l' 

4838.""How much lab.d have you 1~'i One hundrid 
and ten or 140 acres. . 

4839. How much aid you make out' of your 
land ~-My experience has taught me that there is 
not 25 per cent. profit; that means that if a II),an 
works 40 acres, he makes £1000 a year. 
,~?40. What size are the blocks that you have 

let 1-Some 12 acres, some 20 acrefi, some 30 a.cres, 
and one 50 acres~ 

.. 
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4841. What average rental do you get for your 
land 1-£2 to £4 per acre per annum. 

4842. Have you anything additional to say~­
I indorse the evidence already given, to a great 
extent. As to the distribution of vegetables, Mr. 
Knight said the trouble was to get the vegetables 
ill the morning. 'Ve should have conjoint con­
signments. The reason of delay is that we want 
to send fruit and vegetable& in one consignment. 
If the fruit is not in early, it is more difficult to 
g~t the fruit an4 vegetables in together. 

4843. What delay is there on the railways 1-
They are asking now that the vegetables and fruit 
for country districts shall be in much earlier than 
hitherto. If a man has to go to marke-t and buy 
his vegetables, and then send for his fruit to the 
station, and get them packed together, it i& very 
difficult to do it before 10 or 11 o'clock in the 
morning. 

4844. You do not care how you consign, but 
the customers want them consigned together in 
the country districts ~-Yes. I do not believe it is 
possible to make the Victoria Market suitable for 
market gardeners under the present arrange­
ments j that is, leaving the stalls erected where 
they are' now. 

4845. If the market were extended over the 
cemetery and re-modelled, would it then be con­
venient'I-Yes, if it was remodelled. I am presi­
dent of the association, and we decided to give 
information, as far as we were able. 'Ye think 
if there was a possibility of establishing cool 
stores for the reception of certain kinds of vege­
tables, say peas, beans, cauliflowers, and as­
paragus, which often come iu a.t a great rush,. 
and the weather conditions altering materially for 
one week will have a tremendous effect. We 
think if there were cool stores avaIlable where 
these commodities, which come in so qUlckly, could 
be held over for a week, it would be possible to 
put them on a better market, and distribute tliem 
to much better advantage to both consumer and 
producer. The cauliflower is a susceptible thing 
to wind. If we get a north wind in July, we 
shall have a glut of cauliflowers that it is impos­
sible to dispose of. A cool change wili set in, and 
cauliflowers will drop off, and instead of having 
two loads for market, you will not have half a 
load. T,hat glut has to be got rid of at a waste, 
and the public are charged three or four times 
the ~price for them, because we h~ve not a regular 
supply. Consumers cannot get what they want. 

4846. By Mr. 8nowball.-Are you satisfied.that 
a system of cool storage would apply to that con­
dition of things, and preserve market garden pro­
duce. Has it ever been tried 1-Not by us. Mr. 
Hart, the Government Expert, was originally a 
vegetable dealer for many years, and he has told 
me he has put cauliflowers in the cool stores, and 
has kept them in magnificent order. 'rake as­
pa·ragus; it is as susceptible to the \'lind as the 
rose. You will get a north wind for eight or ten 
hours, and your asparagus beds will be in abun­
dance, consequently We are all in the market with 
an over supply that must be got rid of. Next day 
& cold change sets ih, and we have not half enough 
to supply those who need:' it. 

4847. By Mr. Wardc.-Raye you considered 
the advisability of establishing a cool store among 
the growers i-No. . 

4848: Would there be sufficient demand for the 
space to make it a profitable venture if you. did 
sot-l am not able to say; but I think it could 
be tried. " 

4849. By the Ohairman:--Did not Sir Thomas 
Bent experiment with cool storage for vegetab~~ 1 
.-Not that I am aware of. . 

4850. By Mr. 8nowball.-During what period 
of the year would such a cool store be in use~­
Two or four months would be quite sufficient, say 
July or August, and November or December. 

4851. By. Mr. Wardc.-Where should it be 
situated to be of the greatest canvenience to the 
~ower 1-1 could not say. I think it should be 
central. 

4852. By the Ohairman.-I understand Sir 
Thomas Bent said it was possible to keep vege­
ta.bles in 0001 storage fOT six months ~-That may 
be qUite possible. 

.4853. By Mr. 8nowball.-Do you agree with 
Mr. Knight that two metropolitan markets are 
preferable to onef-No. We t.ook an interest in 
the new market on account of the Victoria Mar­
ket establishing three markets. That is where 
the trouble arose until the wider question came 
in. There was plenty of accommodation until the 
City Council established three markets in a week. 
ThaI; drew from the South Melbourne market a 
great 'deal of their trade; a great many of us 
were South Melbourne men. When the new pro­
ject was launched the South Melbourne Council 
told us if we could secure so many hundred pro­
mises to take up sta.nds in this market they would 
establish a market. We went round, and got 
more than they asked. Then they made a re­
ference to the Chinese market gardeners, and our 
association delegated me to see the Chinese, and 1 
went round the whole of the gardens and markets, 
and I got a unanimous support, that the Chinese 
would certainly come to the new market. 

4854. There woula. be no difficulty in concen­
trating the whole of the trade 1-None whatever. 

4855. It would be no inconvenience to the con­
sumer1-No. 

4856. There would be no congestion or traffic 
over the bridges 1-1 think not. 

4857. By the Ohairm(J;n.-You agree with the 
previous witnesses 1-Yel!. Mr. Knight did not 
take into consideration that all our traffic would 
remain on this side of the bridge. 

The witness withdrew. 

Edwin T. Penny, J.P., sworn a,nd examined. 

4858. By the Chairman.-What are you 1-A 
fruit-grower and market gardener. 
"'-4859. What is the area of your garden~-

About 25 acres of garden. . 
4860. What do you grow 1-1 have 20 acres of 

orchard. We grow vegetables between the trees. 
4861. As to parasites, have you any in your 

orchard 1-Millions. 
4862. Can you deal effectively witn them 1-

No; not without great expense. You can deal 
effectively with the majority, not with alL We 
cannot cope with Bitter Pit in apples. There is 
another disease called the die-back: I have had 
experts. from the Department of Agriculture, and 
they have given reports, which amount to saying 
they do not know. 

4863. Have you had any thrip ?-Ye!l. 
4864. Can it be dealt with 1-Yes, I believe so, 

by using oil when the flies are dormant-that is, 
gargoyle',9:p, prepared especially for the diseases 
on trees. You can only use it when they are in a 
dormant condition. Thrip lies under the bud, 
and 'it takes oil to get it.out. When the flowers 
begin to come out the little insect gets round and 
eats the heart. 

4865. How' does it originate ~-We do not 
know. It has been in existence some years, but 
it. never developea before as it flaB ~one this year, 

JU 
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4866. The experts say clean ground has a great 
effect in keeping it out ~-My ground is perfectly 
clean, 'and is kept clean all the year round. 

4867. Have you any cape weed or box tI:lOrn 1-
We have It little cape weed in the winter time, 
but that does not encourage any insect. We have 
a. box thorn hedge. I beheve the most prolific 
cause 'is the tree lucerne. 

4868. By 1111'. Hogan.-Have you a hawthorn 
hedge ~"":"'Yes. , 

'4869. By the Ohairman.-Have the Depart­
ment recommended no remedy for Bitter Pit 7-
No. The disease is under the surface of the 
apple-the skin is perfect. No poison can enter 
to counteract the disease underneath. 

4870. Have you any theory on the matted-,­
No. It affects some sort more than 'others; it 
affects the Five Crown Pippi'ns mostly. 

4871. By 1111' .• l"'"w·de.-Theexpel'ts have no 
know1edge of the cause of it~,-No . .' My opinion 
is that this is not a fruit-gnjwingdistrict. We 
can grow pears to perfection, and we can grow 
apples. We have had pears this se'ason, but the 
apples are n,il. 

4872. By tHe (Jhairman.-Does thrip 'affect the 
pears:Y-Not much. 

4873. Does it affect. the plums 1-No. I do not 
say the pears were not attacked at all, but not so 
severely as the ()thers. The apples affected most 
was an apple calledtne John Toon and the Yates, 
a very late apple that promised great 'things this 
year, but there is scarcely an apple len. 

4874. Does it attack early or late apples 1-
Both. 1 think the Yates is one of the latest sort, 
and they are the most affected. 

4875. Did you spray your trees 7-:Not at first. 
4876. Have you anything else to say 1-1 do not 

think so~ 1 indorse most of the evidence that has 
been given. 1 think there should be one cen:tral 
market. 1 would let all the municipalities who 
felt disposed have their little retail markets, and 
the prices tliere would be regulated by the fact 
that some of the growers would go tliere, and be 
in competition with the men 'who buy in the City 
Market. ' 

4877. It would be 'an advantage to the grower 
Lo - have one central market 1-Undoubtedly. 
When 'they erected the Melbourne lV.1arket, one 
gentleman said at a dinner they gave us" "We 
wish you to distinctly understand that this ·market 
is oniy a temporary affair until we get you proper 
accommodation." ,That is over thirty-two years 
ago. 

4878. What you complain of is 'there, is not 
enough accommodation ~-No; I consider' it is a. 
disgrace to the City of Melbourne, I have been 
to Sydney, \and the market there is covered in, 
and your horse is comfortable. 

4879. By jJfr. Warde.-You think Sydney has 
an up-to-date market1-Yes. 

4880. How many acres of apples have you in 
bearing 1-It is difficult to say, because they are 
interplanted with other things. I have not got 
them in'one block; probably 8 acres. 1 may have 
fifty or sixty cas:es from them this year. 

The w·itness withdrew. 

William Henry Barnet, J ,P., sworn and 
examin~d. 

, 4881. By the Oha~1·man.-WIiat are you 1'-A 
market gardener, and I have 2 or 3, ~cres under 
fruit. I grow vegetablefJ among the fnlit. 1 
have 25"acres altogether. It is about 3 miles from 
Cheltenham. 

4882. Have you a'nything to add to the evi­
dence already given ~-I have listened to it very 
carefully, and 1 think the majority of it is as 
I might have given it myself. You ha-ye been in­
quiring into the Market Gardeners' Association, 
and the results that have taken, place through its 
existence. I know that we have had to contend 
during the last four or five years with many 
diseases that are not known to the outside public, 
which ha~ raised the price of vegetables. A good 
many. people seem to think that it i~ possibly 
tnrough the associatIon 'that those pnces have 
Ireen raised, It has helped, because it has been 
the means of distributing the vegetables to the 
people who wanted them; therefore through dis­
tributing them through the country it helped to 
keep 'the prices regular; but the diseases duri?-g 
the last four or five years have put up the pnce 
of vegetables 25 'per cent. 

4883. Did it d'estroy the crop 7-In some caS!?S 
it did; in other cases you get an inferior crop. 
, 4884. What diseases do you refer to7-0ne 
disease has come among the carrots-that has kept 
the price of carrots up for a long whiTe. During 
the last season as high as 3a. a dozen have been 
paid for carrots. We know that from 6.d. to Is. 
is the general price of carrots. That is brought 
about by disease. A lot of potatoes are grown in 
this district, and there are diseases in them. We 
a:re affected by that a gre,at deal. 1 have seen a 
bag of carrots pulled for market, and in haH-an­
hour the bag will be covered with little green in-
sect life. , 

4885. By Mr. Ilogan.-What is the blight 
known as 1~The carrot blight., 

~8'86. By the Ohairman.-Is it 'affected by any 
other disease 1-No. It stops the growth of .the 
root. There is a different disease among the 
pot,atoes. I have seen dur.ing the last two months 
marrows affected by an insect that so much 
affected the foliage that it gave way altogether, 
and < the fruit is stopped from coming along, 
These are things that raise the price of veget,ahles. 

4887. Have you Irish blight in potatoes 7-We 
have Had it. I have not SOOn it this 'year. , 

.4888. Do you get the sarite disease in carrots 1 
-We' get the blight. . 

4889. JJy .~1r. Warde.-Hav'e you drawn the at­
tention of the Department to these diseases '/­
Yes; and they have recommended certain sprays. 

4890, By the 6'hairman.-'Did they send out an 
inspector 7-Not~£o my garden. 1 believe they 
liavebeen out. It is very hard to spray a carrot. 

4391. By Mr. Hogan.- -Do you 'use superph'os-
phites1-Yes. 

4892. Does that cause the diseases 1-1 do not 
t~hink . so. 1 use very little myself. 

4893, By },fro Warde.-Is it an insect 'I-Yes. 
4894. fla.ve you the moth in the potato 7-You 

get it at periods; very often during the month ·of 
March it is very bad. You get an insect in bo~h 
potatoes and carrots, but; they are worse III 

carrots .. 
.4895. By Mr. H oga;n.--Is it the same disease 1 

-1 do not think it IS quite the 'same. . 
4896. Do youonIy get the orie kina of disease 

in the carrots 1-Tliat is all. 
4897. How many diseases have attacked the 

potatoes--have you any eel-wotn;l 7-1 have ,:got 
seen it. 

4898. Row many season's is it; since you hid 
. Trishblight in the potatoes 1--=-Twoor three years 
ago. 

4899. Haye you any disease this year 7-1 think 
th!lre is still a disease in them. My opinion'is it 
is a tendency to Irish 'blight. 

J900. Is there any other <1iseaseY-l do not 
know of a.ny. 
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4901. B1/ the Ghairman.-Does the dry 'season 
improve the potatoes ~-No; it is very detri· 
mental I think a potato affected by t,he Irish 
hlight under favorable seasons will haraly be seen, 
but in bad weather it will show itself very much. 
We find that potatoes that are not very clean will 
show the blight very quickly. 

4902. B:I{ tILe Ghairman.-The Department 
have not hesitated in giving advice or sending out 
men to you, when you desired it 1-N·o. 

4903. By Afr. HOf/a~.-Have you submitted 
the carrot blight to them 1-Yes; I RU bmitted it in 
three different stages. They point out that cer­
tain sprays will eradicate it. 

4904. The foliage is attacked ~-Yes; the 
foliage only. 

The witness witJuJrel1J• 

Francis T. Le P~ge, sworn and examined. 

4905. By the Ghairman.-What are you 1--A 
mafteet gardener in Cheltenham. 1 have 12 acres 
'Under cultivation. I grow all sorts of vegetables. 
r have no fruit trees. 
, 4906: Do you agree with the evidence already 
given 1-1 agree with the. evidence in most in­
stances, but one thing has not been touched upon 
as thoroughly as it might have been-that is, in 
regard to the meeting of the consumer with the 
producer. It has been pointed out tnat in the 
Victoria Market we sell largely wholesale, that is 
because, although we are in the northern part of 
Melbourne, we do not have a: great many C011-

\lumers come. If a. private cousumer comes, he 
goes to the retailer. The dealer is occupying the 
~tand that the producer should have. I am at the 
top end among the florists, and they are gradually 
coming down below me. The wholesale b,uyer 
does not come as far as me, and I have to be con­
tent with dealing largely with the private con­
sumer; but the private consumer will nol; come 
in large enough numbers to buy my produce. 

4907. The conditions are not those that should 
be offered to consumers ~-I think the great diffi­
culty in. the market is that it is not large enough, 
and a greater fault is that deal~rs are, allowed to 
rent the stands that we, as producers, should have. 
If you go through the market, you will notice in 
E. shed, from the crossing to. the top end of the 
market, is nothing but r~tailers. 

4908. By Mr .. Snowball.-You think. they 
should be excluded from the market 1-1 certainly 
do. 

4909. By 11fr. Warde.-Do you call the oommis­
sion men deale;rs 1-They do not stand there; they 
are in the '\Vestern Market. I mean a mau who 
buys from me in the market, and takes the stuff 
across to another stand, and retails it to the con­
sumer, and the consumer goes to him in preferellce 
to coming to me. . 

4910. Is there any limit to the time at which 
he can do that1-No; as soon as he gets it from 
me he starts to retail it. One of the witnesses to­

,'day gave up a !;ltanct because he had to, stand 
among so many dealers in the market.. . 

4911. By Mr. IIogan.-Are· there no commIS­
sion agents in the Victoria Market 1-Thel'e are 
one or two on the street. The Market Gardeners' 
Association· ,has· rece,nt1y established an agenoy 
business, and they have taken a. stand now in ,th~ 
new shed. ~ 

-4912. On the street itself we saw an agent who 
h!\.d a pretty large site ?~There is one. 

4913. By Mr. Warde.-1s not it the regulation 
of the market that the retailer is not supposed to 
start his sales. until after 8 o'clock in the morn­
ing 1-1 cannot say what the regulation is. 

4914. You say he does it from the time the 
UlarKe\ opens at 4 o'clock in the morning 1-At 
once, at the f>ame time as I do. 

4915. By Mr. Hogan.-In order to facilitate 
the bringing of consumers and producers to­
gether, would it be better to ha.ve the sales at a 
more suitable time ~-The difficulty in opening the 
market later for the sale of produce is that each 
market gardener who goes there takes a load of 
manure home, and if he does not get away early 
it is very late when he gets home. 
. 4916. By IJ1r. Warde.-9an you' give the names 
of any dealers who re-sell to the public before the 
hour!> set out, as we understand the regulation 1 
-I cannot give the names, but I think they are 
easily got. 

4917. By Mr. Snowball.-The dealers are scat­
tered over the market 7-Yes. 

4918. They are not excluded from the growers' 
portion of the market 1-N o. 

'4919. By Mr, Warde.-Are those men Russian 
Jews and Chinese that do the retail business 1-­
I do not know their nationality. There are a 
great many Chinese. 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjo1trned. 

THURSDAY, 11TH MARCH. 1915. 

M ember8 present: 

Mr. PRENDERGAST (in the Chair); 
Mr. Hogan, I ']\I[r. Mitchell. 

Alfred Millis, senior, Aworn and examined. 

4920. By the Ghairman.-What are yon ~-A 
fruit salesman and buyer in a general way. 

4921. Where are your business premisesY-In 
t,he Westem Market; I am also in the Victoria 
Market. I am a wholesale dealer in both mar­
,kets; I am not a retailer. 

4922. What is your a'verage turnq,ver per an­
num 1-I have not looked that up, but it would 
be something considerable altogether. 

4923. What would you consider a considerable 
sum 1-1 should think it would be over £20,000 
per annum; that is only just a guess. 

4924. Would it be much over £20,0001-1 think 
it would be, perhaps, £5,000. I can send you 
the exact particulars. 

4925. Would it be £30,000 ?-It might be. J 
am a large buyer of apples, and we do a big 
trade. 

4926. Do you run your business on the com­
mission basis 1-The commiRslon part of it. t 
buy apples for export and Italian fruits in Italy; 
I indent those. I buy a.pples in any part of th6 
rountry; Tasmania inCluded. 

4927. What is the value of your imports from 
Tasmania 7-We do not do much in Tasmania. 
We have not an opening here. We would not 
get more than 2U,000 cases during the whole of 
the season from Tasmania. 

4928. To whom do you dispose of the majol" 
portion of your fruit '-To anybody who comes 
~long. 




