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R E T U R N  O F  M E M B E R S O F T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL, 2 2 n d  M AY, 1877, A T  T H E  
O P E N IN G  O F T H E  T W E N T Y -F IF T H  S E S S IO N  O F P A R L IA M E N T .

Elected at—
Names arranged in the Order of Retirement. Remarks.

Nomination. Polling,

C EN TR A L PRO V IN C E:

The Honorables—

Jam es Graham 15th Aug., 1876 ... Retired by rotation and re-elected.
Theodotus John Sumner 15th Aug., 1874.
Frederick Thomas Sargood... ... 12th May, 1874.
George W ard Cole ... 10th Dec., 1870.
Thomas Turner a’B eckett ... 20th April, 1870.

SO U T H  PRO VIN CE :

The Honorables—>

Jam es Buchanan  

Thomas Ferrier Ham ilton ... 18th A ug., 1874.

29th Aug., 1876 ... E lected instead of the Honorable 
W. A . C. a’B eckett, retired by  
rotation.

Frank Stan ley Dobson 17th A ug., 1872.
Jam es Balfour ... 19th June, 1874.
John P in ney  Bear ... ................... 3rd Oct., 1868.

SO UTH -W ESTERN P R O V IN C E :

T he Honorables—

George Frederick B elcher ... 4th Sept., 1876 ... Retired by rotation and re-elected.

H enry Cuthbert 25th A ug., 1874. •

Jam es H enty 23rd A ug., 1872.

John Gumming 24th A ug., 1870.

Caleb Joshua Jenner 29th Sept., 1868.

W ESTERN PR O V IN C E :

The Honorables—

Sir Charles Sladen ... 

Thom as Brom ell

29th A ug., 1876 ...

11th Sept., 1874.

E lected instead of the Honorable 
W. Skene, retired by rotation.

N iel Black ... 30th A ug., 1872.

Sir Samuel W ilson ... ... 22nd June, 1875

Robert Simson 6th Oct., 1868.

NO RTH -W EST ERN P R O V IN C E :

T he Honorables—

Alexander Fraser ...

N icholas Fitzgerald  

W illiam  Campbell ...

Sir W illiam Henry Fan court M itchell 

Francis Robertson ...

E A ST E R N  P R O V IN C E :

4th Sept., 1874. 

2nd Sept., 1870.

16th Sept., 1876 ... 

16th Sept., 1872. 

2nd Nov., 1868.

The Honorable J. H. A bbott was 
returned as elected (16th Septem­
ber, 1876) instead o f the Honor­
able A. Fraser, retired by rota­
tion ; but on the 31st October 
was reported by the Elections 
and Qualifications Committee to 
be unqualified, and the Honor­
able A. Fraser was determined to 
have been duly elected on 16th 
September, 1876.

The Honorables—

Robert Stirling Anderson ... 5th Sept., 1876 ... Retired by rotation and re-elected.

John A lston  W allace 4th Sept., 1874.

Robert D yce Reid ... 

W illiam H ighett

15th Nov., 1876 ... 

2nd Sept., 1870.
...................  •

E lected instead of the Honorable 
Sir F. Murphy, resigned.

W illiam W ilson 13th Jan., 1875.
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I N D E X

A.
Aborigines : Thirteenth Report o f Board o f Protection o f : Laid on Council Table 

Report o f Royal Commission on : Laid on Council Table 
Absence of President
Abstracts of Returns : From Shire C ouncils: of Properties over 640 acres, w ith Memoranda attached 

thereto : Laid on Council Table ...
Accounts, P ublic : Supplem entary Regulation, 22 V ic. No. 86 (19th November 1877) : Laid on 

Council Table ...
Addendum to Regulation of 26th May 1874(6 December 1877) : Laid on Council Table 
Regulation respecting C ertifying : Departm ent of Roads and Bridges (10th December 1877) : 

Laid on Council Table . ..
Address to Governor : Motion that Council concur w ith A ssem bly in {Hon. H. Cuthberf)

Motion that M essage be sent to Assem bly acquainting them with concurrence of Council in 
On Paym ent o f Members being included in Appropriation B ill ...
R eply of Governor to Address on inclusion of Paym ent of Members in Appropriation B i l l : 

Reported ...
On laying aside Appropriation B ill, and anomalous state of Parliament : Brought up 

Adopted
R eply of Governor to Address on laying aside Appropriation Bill, and anomalous state of 

Parliam ent...
A sking for Copy of Memorandum prepared by Chief Secretary and transm itted to Secretary 

o f State for the Colonies 
R eply o f Governor to Address asking for Copy of Memorandum ...
Requesting him to forward Telegram ...
R eply o f Governor declining to forward Telegram
P raying that Instructions, &c., from Secretary of State may be laid on Table 
Reply of Governor to
R equesting him to forward Address to Queen (adopted 19th February)
Subm itting view s of Council on Memorandum of Chief Secretary 
R eply o f Governor to 

Address to H er M ajesty the Queen : on the Crisis 
Acknowledgm ent of, by Governor 
In reply to Address of Assem bly 

Appointm ents by present G overnm ent: Motion {Hon. N .  Fitzgerald)  . ..
Return laid on Council Table 
Return ordered to be printed 

Appropriation B ill : Brought in by M essage from L egislative Assem bly {vide “ Summary of B ills ”) 
Reasons for laying aside
Address to Governor on laying aside of . ..  . . .  . ..  •

Appropriation B ill (2 ) : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly {vide “ Summary of
B i l l s ” ) .......................................................... ...........................................................................

Attendance o f Member of A ssem bly requested to give evidence at the Bar ... _ ...
A ustralasia National Insurance Company B i l l : Brought in by M essage from Legislative Assem bly 

{vide “ Summary of B ills ”)
M essage to Legislative Assem bly asking for Copies of Report and Proceedings of Select 

Committee on ...

B .
Ballarat M ining D is tr ic t : F ees for survey of tenem ents in : Laid on Council Table

Juvenile Industrial E xhibition : Despatch (15th January 1878 : Laid on Council Table ... 
Beechworth and Ballarat M ining D is tr ic t : P olling P lace for : Order in Council : Laid on Council 

Table ... . . .  . .. . . .  . ..  ••• ••• . ••• -y
Beechworth and Gippsland Mining D istrict : P olling Places for : Order in Council : Laid on Council 

Table ... . ..  . ..  . .. . ..  ••• •••
Beechworth Rate Validating B i l l : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly {vide “ Sum ­

mary o f B ills ” )
Motion to be treated as Public B ill {Hon. It . S. Anderson) . . .  . . .  . ..  _ ...

Beechw orth W aterworks A ct 1860 Am endm ent Bill : Brought in by M essage from Legislative  
A ssem bly {vide  “ Summary of B ills ” ) . ..  . ..  ••• ••• •••■

M otion that Order for F irst Reading be rescinded
M essage to L egislative A ssem bly asking for Copies of Report and Proceedings of Select 

Committee on ...
B ills thrown out in L egislative Council : Return of : Motion {S ir C. Sladen)
Brighton Land V esting B ill : Brought in by Message from L egislative Assem bly {vide “ Summary

of B ills”) ... ...   _...........................  — — —
Motion that resolution o f Council as passed First Reading of, be rescinded {Hon. J .  Balfour)

C.
Cable Conference : Report of Proceedings, &c., 1877 : Laid on Council Table ... . . .   ̂ ...
Cemetery Sites : New form of Crown Grant for : R egulation: Order in Council (4th February 18/8) : 

Laid on Council Table ...
Chairman of Committee : Appointed 
Commissioners to open Parliam ent introduced 
Commission to open Parliam ent read 
Commission to swear in Members ...
Conference : Motion for, on Paym ent of Members B ill {S ir  C. Sladen)
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Consolidated Revenue B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly ( vide “ Summary of 
B ills ”)

Consolidated Revenue B ill (2) : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary 
of Bills ”)

Consolidated Revenue Bill (3) : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary 
of Bills ”)

Constitution Act : Ctjse and Opinions on 45th Clause : Motion (Hon. F. T. Sargood): Ordered to be 
laid on Table and printed 

Constitution of Council : Motion (Hon. F. T. Sargood)
County Courts Law Amendment Bill : Brought in (Hon. W. Wilson (vide “ Summary of B ills”) ... 
Crown Grant, new Form of : with Railway Conditions : Order in Council (4th February 1878) : Laid 

on Council Table
Customs A ct 1857 Amendment B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide 

“ Summary of Bills ”) ... ... ... . ..  . .. . .. ••• _
Customs Duties B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly (vide “ Summary of Bills ”)

D.

D ays of Business : Motion (Hon. W. Wilson) . ..  . .. .......... . .. _ •••
Deceased Persons, Duties on Estates of : Rules (12th November 1877) : Laid on Council Table - ■ '...

Declaration of Members

Defence of Harbors : Warrnambool, Belfast, and Portland :■ Memorandum of Sir W . Jervois : Laid 
on Council Table ... . .. . ..  . ..  ••• ••• •••

Defences : Preliminary Report of His Excellency Sir W. F. D. Jervois (20th July 1877) : Laid on 
Council Table . ..  . ..  . ..  . .. . ..  . . ..

Adopted
Reports on, &c. : Motion (Hon. G. W. Cole) ... . .. . .. ...

Despatches from Earl of Carnarvon and Sir H icks Beach, Nos. 13, 12, 10, and 7 : Laid on Council 
Table ...

Ordered to be printed . .. . ..  . ..  ... _ ... ••• _ m"".
Despatches : from Secretary of State : on mission of Sir W. Jervois : Laid on Council Table ... 
Diseases and Deaths in establishments in charge of Chief Medical Officer, 1876 :iLaid on Council

T a b le .................................................................................................................................................................
Return of, 1877 : Laid on Council Table . ..  . ..  . .. . ..  ••• •••

D iseases in Vines Eradication B ill: Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly (vide ‘ Sum­
mary of Bills ” ) ... . ..  . ..  ••• •••

Dism issed Civil Servants : Classified and not Classified : Motion (Hon. G. F. Belcher) ...
Return laid on Council Table and ordered to be printed . ..  . .. ... •••

Dower Abolition B ill: Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly (vide “ Summary of Bills ) 
Drainage o f Mines B i l l : Brought in by Message from L egislative Assembly (vide “ Summary ot

B ills”)     . "■
Duffy, Sir C. G. : Appointment of : to be IC.C.M.G.: Despatch (26th November 1877): Laid on 

Council Table ...
Dunolly Reservoir : Mining Operations a t : Order in Council : Laid on Council Table ■ ...

E.

Education A ct 1872 : Regulations under (3rd M ay 1877): Laid on Council Table 
Education, Public : Report on by Commissioner (1878) : Laid on Council Table ...
Elections and Qualifications Committee : W arrant appointing : Laid on Council Table ...
Electors in Provinces : Motion for Return (Hon. W. Highett) ...

Return laid on Council Table
Return ordered to be printed... . ..  . .. ... . ..  . .. •••

Estates proposed to be taxed, and Encumbrances thereon : Motion for Return (Hon. R . Simson)  ... 
Exhibition (International) B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary 

of B ills”)
Exhibition, Sydney, 1876 : Report of Victorian Commissioner : Laid on Council Table ...

A t Philadelphia : Final Report of Commissioners for Victoria : Laid on Council Table 
Expiring Law (Diseases in Stock) Continuation B ill: Brought in by Message from Legislative  

Assem bly (vide “ Summary of Bills ”) ... . .. . .. . .. ...
Expiring Law (Drawbacks A ct 1872) Continuation and Amendment Bill ... _ ...
Expiring Law (Fencing A ct) Continuation B i l l : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly 

(vide “ Summary of Bills ”) ’ ... . .. . ..  ...
Explosive Substances B i l l : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary of

B ills” )... ................................................................................................................................................
Extradition B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary of Bills ”) 

Amendments recommended by Governor agreed to

F.

Fisheries A ct 1873 : Notice in Government Gazette : W eight of Gar Fish : Laid on Council Table... 
Notice in Government Gazette : Close Season for English Perch : Laid on Council Table 
Notice in Government Gazette:  Altered definition of Mouth of Yarra : I/aid on Council Table 

Forests, State, A ct 1876 : Regulations : Order in Council: Laid on Council Table  
Forts and Armaments B i l l : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly ( v id e  “ Summary of

B ills ”).............................................................................................................................  .....................
Reasons for laying aside : Amendment (Hon. Sir C. Sladen)

Friday Sitting : Motion (Hon. II. Cuthbert) ...
Motion (Hon. H. Culhbert)...

Friendly Societies Bill: Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly (v id eu Summary o^ B ills” -) 
Amendment in : Recommended by Governor : Agreed to . ..  . .. . . .

Friendly Societies : Final Report of Royal Commission on : Laid on Council Table

G.
Gippsland Mining District, Divisions of : Order in Council (7th January 1878) ...

Polling Places : Order in Council (7th January 1878) ... ... . .. ... .
Gippsland Railway Construction Bill : Brought in by Message from L egislative Assem bly (vide 

“ Summary of B ills ”) ... ... . .. . ..  ...
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Gippsland Railway Construction Bill : Message to A ssem bly pointing out that no reasons had been 
sent for disagreeing with Amendments of Council, and suggesting Committee to confer... 

Committee to confer with Committee of A ssem bly appointed 
Goulburn V alley Railway Bill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly ( vide “ Summary 

of Bills ”) . ..  . ..  . ..  . .. . ..  . . .  . . .  ... ...
M essage to Assem bly pointing out that no reason had been sent for disagreeing w ith Am end­

m ents and suggesting Committee to confer 
Committee to confer w ith Committee of Assem bly appointed: ... " . **'
Progress report o f Committee to confer with Committee o f A ssem bly : Brought up !!!

H .!
H ealth, Central Board of : Seventeenth Report of (17th July 1877) : Laid on Council Table 
H ealth Officer, Report of, 187G : Laid on Council Table

I. ,
Import, Export, Transhipm ent and Shipping Returns : General Summary, &c. : Laid on Council 

Table ...
Indian Famine R elief Fund : Despatch (29th November 1877) Laid on’Council Table "! 

Despatch (2Gth December 1877) : Laid on Council Table . ..
Despatch (15th February 1878) : Laid on Council Table 

Industrial and Reformatory Schools : Report of Inspector, 1876 : Laid on Council T able... 
Inebriates A ct Am endm ent B i l l : Brought in by Message from L egislative Assem bly (vide “ Sum­

mary of Bills ”) .. .  . .. . ..  . .. . ..  . ..  . ..  v......................
Insane, H ospitals for : Report of Inspector, 1876 : Laid on Council Table
Insolvency Law Am endm ent B i l l : Brought in (Hon. F. T. Sargood) (vide “ Summary of Bills ”)  ...  
Instructions from Secretary of State : Motion for Committee to prepare Address 
Instruction, Public : Report of M inister, 1876-7 : Laid on Council Table

J.
Justice of the Peace A ct Am endm ent B i l l : Brought in by M essage from L egislative Assem bly (vide 

“ Summary of B ills  ”) . ..

L.

Land A ct 1869 : Report of Proceedings under, 1876 : Laid on Council Table
Regulation : Sale and removal o f Sand : Order in C ou ncil: Laid on Council Table 
Voidance of License in certain cases : Order in Council : Laid on Council Table ...
Fees payable under section 49 -. Order in Council (25th June 1877) : Laid on Council Table 
Licenses to cut Timber : Order in Council (3rd J u ly  1877) : Laid on Council Table 
Regulation as to Licenses to cut Timber : Order in Council (6th A ugust 1877) : Laid on 

Council Table ...
Regulations : Occupation of Sale Municipal Common : Order in Council (13th September 

1877) : Laid on Council Table 
F ee for Registration of Transfers or M ortgage of Leaseholds : Regulation : Laid on Council 

Table ...
Regulation as to Fees, section 49 : Order in Council (22nd October 1877): Laid on Council 

Table ...
Regulation respecting Timber L icen ses: Order in Council (22nd October 1877) ; Laid on 

Council Table ...
Regulation relating to D uties o f D istrict Surveyors’ Su bstitu tes: Order in Council (4th Feb­

ruary 1878) : Laid on Council Table 
Estim ate of Land to be sold, 1877-8 : Laid on Council Table

Land Proprietors, and Acreage V alue of Lands : Motion for Return (Hon. Sir C. Sladen)
A bstract of Return of Properties over 640 A cres : Laid on Council T able...

Land T ax A ct : Despatch (20th December 1877): Laid on Council Table
Land Tax B ill : Brought in by Message from L egislative A ssem bly (vide “ Summary of B ills”) . ..  

Am endm ent on M otion for Second Reading : Proposed (Hon. S ir  C. Sladen)
Am endm ent on Motion for Third Reading : Proposed (Hon. S ir  C. Sladen)

Library Committee : Appointed
Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative  

A ssem bly (vide  “ Summary of Bills ” )
Local Government A ct 1864 Amendment B ill : Brought in by M essage from  L egislative Assem bly  

(vide “ Summary o f B ills ”)
Lunatic Asylum s : Return of Inspectors, from January to June 1877 : Laid on Council Table

M.
M aryborough Mining D istrict : Polling P laces for : Order in C ouncil: Laid on Council Table 
Melbourne M arket Site B ill : Brought in bv M essage from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary 

of B i l l s ”)
Member be now heard : M otion (Hon. Dr.  Dobson) . ..
Memorandum of Chief Secretary on the Crisis 

Ordered to be printed
M essages from the Governor : Transm itting copy o f Despatch : T itular distinction of the retired  

Judges of the Supreme Court : Laid on Council Table 
Transm itting copy Despatch : Defences of Victoria
Inform ing Council th at he has assented to certain B ills, and enclosing Opinions o f Attorney- 

General on the practice . ..
Inform ing Council that he had given A ssent to certain Bills 
Transm itting copy of Memorandum of Chief Secretary...
Transm itting Despatches relating to Crisis, 1866-8 

M essages from  the L egislative A ssem bly :—
Transm itting Tolls Collection Bill
Transm itiing Consolidated Revenue B ill (1 ) ...
Transm itting Melbourne Market Site B ill
Transm itting Public W orks Loan A ccount A pplication Bill
Transm itting Railway Construction B ill— R egulation and Inspection of M ines B ill—and 

W aterworks A ct 1865 Am endm ent B ill 
A cquainting Council that they have given lea v e  to Mr. A. K. Smith to be examined as a 

w itness
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Messages from the Legislative Assembly .—
Transmitting Justice of the Peace A ct Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Consolidated Revenue Bill (2)
Transmitting Local Government Act 1864 Amendment B ill 
Returning Melbourne Market Site Bill
Transmitting Public W orks Loan Expenditure Validating Bill ...
Transmitting Land Tax Bill ...
Transmitting Australasia National Insurance Company Bill 
Transmitting Message from Governor with Amendment in Land T ax Bill 
Transmitting copies of Report and Proceedings of Select Committee of Assembly on A us­

tralasia National Insurance Company 
Transmitting Parliamentary Costs Bill
Returning Railway Construction Bill, with Reason for disagreeing with Amendments 
Transmitting Inebriates A ct Amendment Bill, and Brighton Land V esting Bill 
Transmitting Mining on Private Property B ill
Transmitting Address to Governor and desiring concurrence therewith 
Transmitting Beeclnvorth Waterworks A ct 1860 Amendment Bill 
Transmittihg Consolidated Revenue Bill (3)
Returning Inebriates A ct Amendment Bill
Transmitting Report and Evidence of Select Committee on Beechworth Waterworks Bill ... 
Transmitting Railway Construction Bill (2)
Returning Waterworks A ct 1866 Amendment Bill, with Reasons for disagreeing with Amend­

ments ...
Transmitting grounds on which Amendments in Railway Construction Bill were disagreed 

with by Assem bly
Transmitting Metropolitan Gas Company Bill ... . . .  ... . .. . .. . •••
Returning Regulation and Inspection of Mines B ill 
Transmitting Gippsland Railway Construction B ill 
Transmitting Goulburn Valley Railway Bill
Transmitting Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company Bill ...
Transmitting Report and Proceedings of Select Committee on Metropolitan Gas Company 

B ill ... . .. ... . .. . .. . .. ... ... .....................
Transmitting Report and Proceedings of Select Committee on Liverpool and London and 

Globe Insurance Company Bill 
Transmitting Extraditon Bill 
Transmitting Friendly Societies Bill ...
Transm itting Explosive Substances Bill ... ... ... ••• . •••
Transmitting Expiring Law (Diseases in Stock) Continuation Bill, and Expiring Law (Fencing  

A ct) Continuation Bill ...
Transm itting Forts and Armaments Bill 
Transmitting Drainage of Mines B ill . ..
Returning Regulation and Inspection of Mines Bill 
Transmitting International Exhibition Bill 
Transmitting W aterworks Bill (2)
Transmitting Dower Abolition Bill 
Returning Friendly Societies Bill 
Transmitting Railway Loan Application Bill ...
Returning Goulburn Valley Railway Bill 
Returning Gippsland Railway Construction Bill 
Returning Explosive Substances B ill ...
Transmitting Railway Loan Account Application Bill, and Payment of Members B ill 
Transmitting Message from Governor recommending certain Amendments in Extradition Bill 
Transmitting Message from Governor recommending a certain Amendment in Friendly 

Society Bill 
Transmitting Appropriation Bill
Acquainting Council that Assembly have appointed Committee to confer with Committee of 

Council on Gippsland and Goulburn V alley Lines of Railway 
Transmitting Diseases in Vines Eradication Bill 
Returning Drainage of Mines Bill, with amendment 
Transm itting Customs A ct 1857 Amendment Bill
Transmitting Passengers, Harbors, and Navigation Statute 1865 Amendment Bill ...  
Transmitting Tolls Bill 
Transmitting Customs Duties B ill
Transmitting Expiring Law (Drawbacks A ct 1872) Continuation and Amendment Bill 
Transmitting Appropriation Bill (2) ...
Transmitting Beechworlh Rate Validating B i l l ...

Metropolitan Gas Company B ill: Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly ( vide “ Sum­
mary of B ills" )...

Message to Legislative Assembly asking for Copies of Report and Proceedings of Select 
Committee on ...

Mineral Statistics of Victoria, 1876 : Laid on Council Table ...
Mines, Inspector of: Report of, 1876 : Laid on Council Table ...
Mining on Private Property B i l l : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly ( vide “ Sum­

mary of B i lls ’’)...
Referred to Select Committee
Report of Committee : Brought up and ordered to be printed ... . .. . .. .”
Report of Select Committee adopted ...

Mining Surveyors and Registrars : Reports, 1876-1877 : Laid on Council Table " !” !"
Reports for Quarter ending 3uth September 1877 : Laid on Council Table 
Reports for Quarter ending 31st December 1877 : Laid on Council Table ...

Mint (Melbourne): Appointment of Deputy-M aster: Despatch (28th November 1877): Laid on 
Council Table ...

Money Bills and Bills incidentally involving Taxation, &c. : Motion for Return (Hon. F. T .Sarqood)
Return laid on Council Table and ordered to be printed... ... ... . ..  ...

N.

Naval Defences : Correspondence (November 1876 to July 1877) : Laid on Council Table 
New Government House, Melbourne : Despatch (4th October 1876, to 10th March 1878) ...
New Hebrides, proposed occupation of: Despatch (5th December 1877) : Laid on Council Table ...

Despatch (18th January 1878) : Laid on Council Table 
New Member Sworn (Hon. Henry Cuthbert)
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O.
Oakleigh : Agreem ent for Purchase o f Land for Railway Purposes near : M otion (1Ion. J .  P.  B ear)
Observatory : T w elfth  Report of Board of Visitors : Laid on Council Table
Opinion o f Attorney-General on legality of Assenting to Bills elsewhere than in Parliament

P.
Paris U niversal Exhibition, 1878 : Despatch, &c., concerning: Laid on Council Table 

F irst Report of Royal Commission (26tli Ju ly  1877) : Laid on Council Table 
Space applied for by V ictoria : Despatch (29th November 1877) : Laid on Council Table ... 

Paym ent of Members B i l l : Brought in by M essage from Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary of
B ills ”)................. ..................................................................................................................................................

M otion for Conference on 
Paym ent of Members : Despatch (25th December 1877) . Laid on Council T able...
Paym ent of Members : Motion for Address to Governor (Hon. R. S. Anderson) . ..

Committee appointed to prepare Address to Governor on 
Report brought up . ..
Report adopted 

Parliam ent Buildings Committee (Joint) : A ppointed...
F irst Report of Royal Commission on : Laid on Council Table ...

Parliam entary Costs B i l l : B rought in by Message from Legislative A ssem bly (vide  “ Summary o f
B ills ”) ............................................................................................. .......................................

Passengers, Harbors, and Navigation Statute 1865 Am endm ent B i l l : Brought in by M essage from  
Legislative Assem bly (vide “ Summary of Bills ”)  ...

Penal Establishm ents and Gaols : Report of A cting Inspector-General 1876 : Laid on Council Table 
P etitions, from—

E llen  Bourke and others : Education A ct
M. K ennedy and others : Education A ct
A . W oodhouse and others : Railway Construction B ill ...
F . G. Miles and others : Outer Circle Railway Line 
R. W . K. Martin and o th ers: Railway accommodation to Heidelberg  
J . F itzpatrick and others : Education A ct  
J. K eys and others : Education A ct ...
J . Odie and others : Railway from A voca to St. Arnaud 
J. Robertson and others : Railway from A voca to St. A m aud  
J. Henderson and others : Railway from Avoca to St. Arnaud . ..
F . Talas and others : Railway on W estern side o f Goulburn
A . Lowenstein and others : Railway from Maryborough to St. Arnaud  
T. Barrett and others : Education A ct
W . H. Swallow and others : Railway on Eastern side of Goulburn 
W . Reid and others : Railway from Avoca
G. B. Taylor and others : Outer Circle Line of Railway
J. Turnbull and others : No Railway through Botanical Gardens, Melbourne 
J . C. Clinch and others : Outer Circle Line o f Railway ...
Roman Catholic Residents of Daylesford and Collingwood : Education A ct  
J . F. Corbett and others : Education A ct
Residents at Gordons, Bacchus Marsh, and Ballan : Education A ct  
Town o f Hotham : Outer Circle Line of Railway 
John Cameron and others : Railway Line to Camperdown 
John W atson and others : R ailway to Queenscliffe 
Daniel Bropby and others, B allara t: Education A ct
Roman Catholic Residents, W est Melbourne and Hotham : Education A ct  
Roman Catholic Residents at A r a ra t: Education A ct ...
Roman Catholic Residents at Sm ythesdale : Education A ct
W . Reynolds and others, residents in North and North-Eastern Suburbs : Railway Commu­

nication
J. Green, Hotham : M illane’s Railway Scheme
J . F . Fitzgerald and others, S ta w e ll: Education A ct . ..  . ..  . . .
Corporation of Melbourne and Hobson’s B ay Railway Company : Praying to be heard by 

C ounsel: Railway Construction B ill ...
Referred to Committee on Railway Construction B ill and ordered to be printed  

T. W . Baclchaus and others, Sandhurst : Education A ct 
Shire of Gardiner : Railway accommodation to Shire 
P. Donaber and others, Colac : Education A c t ...
Roman Catholic residents, Coleraine : Education A ct ...
Roman Catholic residents, Clunes : Education A ct  
Roman Catholic residents, Hamilton : Education A ct ...
M ichael Quinlan and others, Kilmore : Education A ct ...
Roman Catholic residents, Tarraville : Education A ct ... . ..  . . .  ••• _
Roman Catholic residents, Anakie, Darriwil, Elaine, Lethbridge, Meredith and Stig litz: 

Education A ct
Roman Catholic residents. Kyneton, Malmsbury and Taradale ; Tylden, Woodend, and 

Redesdale : Education A ct ...
M. Carey and others, Brighton : Education A ct
M. C. Carey and others : St. Arnaud and Karra Karra : Education A ct . ..
Roman Catholic residents at Terang : Education A ct ...
Roman Catholic residents, Creswick : Education A ct 
Roman Catholic residents, Warrnambool ; Education A ct 
M. K elly and others, Castlemaine : Education A ct
T. Roche and others, Echuca : Education A ct . ..  . ..  ••• •••
Roman Cotholic residents : Belfast, Emerald H ill, Richmond, Hawthorn, Kew, Nunawamng : 

Education A ct 
J. H. M urphy and others, W angaratta 
W . Tierney and others, Ovens : Education A c t ...
W . Lane and another : the Mining on Private Property B ill . ..  •••
Seven Hills Estate Freehold Company, Kingston : Mining on Private Property B ill  

Read and referred to Committee on the B ill . ..  ••• •••.
Roman Catholic residents at Epping and Woodstock, and from Brunswick and Coburg : 

Education A ct ...
F . A . Walsh : M ining on Private Property Bill
Peter McWhae and others : M ining on Private Property B ill
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P etitions, from—
Corporation of Melbourne : Metropolitan Gas Company Bill
G. H. T aylor and others : A gainst D irect Line o f  Railway to Oakieigh ' . ..  . ..  " . . . !
M. Arm strong and others, Kyneton : Paym ent of Members
W . L. Jones, B allara t: Drainage of Mines Bill : Ordered to be printed ...
J . W amseil and others, Maldon : Paym ent of Members ...
H. Kirkwood and others, Mandurang : Paym ent of Members 
W . T. Malloy and others, Boroondara : Paym ent of Members
G. H. Taylor and others, Boroondara : Paym ent of Members 
It. Jeffray and others, St. Itilda : Paym ent of Members
J. T. Cardwell and others, Sandhurst : Paym ent of Members 
C. Nicholson and others, Woodend : Paym ent of Members 
Andred Nilson and others, East Bourke : Paym ent of Members ...
C. M. Farrington and others : Polwarth and Grenville : Paym ent of Members 
Inhabitants of Echuca: Paym ent of Members ...
Inhabitants of Melbourne : Paym ent of Members 
Inhabitants of Prahran : Paym ent of Members 
W estern Province and Dundns : Paym ent of Members ...
Residents and Electors, Hampden : Paym ent of Members
Residents and Electors, Geelong : Paym ent of Members
Residents and Electors, B allarat: Paym ent of Members
Residents, Queenscliffe : Paym ent of Members
W . S. Smith and others, Beechworth : Paym ent of Members
W . II. Curteis and others, A lexandra : Paym ent of Members
J. Lecky, Chairman of Public M eeting, Cranbourne : Paym ent of Members
R. W allan, Hawthorn : Tolls Bill
Shire of Eltham  : Tolls B ill ... . ..  . ..  . . .  . . .  •••
Heidelberg Shire C ouncil: Tolls B i l l . . .
II. Laurie and others, W estern Province : Paym ent of Members .
E. Ducknell and others, Deep Creek and Majorca : Crisis 
I). Moore and others, Melbourne : Crisis
Bright, Beechworth, W ahgunyah, Rutherglen, and Rushworth : Crisis
K yneton: Crisis . ..  . . .  . ..  . ..  . ..  . ..  •••
Alexandra and Yackandandah : Crisis 
Mortlake, Terang, and Glenormiston : Crisis ...
Warrnambool and Derrinallum : Crisis 
Colac and Egerton : Crisis 
Nunawading : Crisis
G eelong and Lismore, Inverleigh and Teesdale : C r is is ...
Chiltern and Barnawartha, W alhalla, MafEra, Mitta Mitta, Snowy Creek : Crisis . ..  
Lancefield and Romsey, Heidelberg, W yndham, Dromana, Murchison, Mooroopna, W hroo, 

Negambie, Bacchus Marsh : Crisis 
Wedderburn, M cIntyre, and Maryborough : Crisis . ..  . ..
Kangaroo F la t : Crisis
B elfast and Inhabitants of W estern Province : Crisis ...
J. Edwards and others, Clunes : Paym ent of Members ...
Rupanyup (W im m era) : Paym ent of Members . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  ■■■
Camperdown : Paym ent of M em bers...
Dandenong : Paym ent of Members 
W ombat Creek : Paym ent of Members 
Nareen : Paym ent of Members 
M almsbury : Paym ent of Members ...
J. Liston and others, Smythesdale and Scarsdale : Payment, of Members . ..

Philadelphia Exhibition : Despatch ( 2 9 th Decem ber 1877) : Laid on Council Table 
P ilot Board : Accounts of, 1875-1876 : Laid on Council T a b le ...
Police Offences Statute 1865 Amendment B i l l : Brought in (Hon. S ir  C. Sladen) (vide “ Summary 

of B ills” ) . . .  . ..  . ..  _ . ..  . ..
Postal Convention between V ictoria and the U nited States : Laid on Council Table 
P ost Office and Telegraph D ep artm en t: Report 1876 : Laid on Council Table . ..
P ost Office Savings Bank : Statem ent o f Accounts 1876 : Laid on Council Table 
P resident: Absence of
Press M essages in V ictoria: Rates chargeable: Order in Council (6 th  February 1878): Laid on 

Council Table ...
Press Telegrams : Order in Council (20th March 1878) : Laid on Council Table . ..
Printing Committee : Appointed ...
Proclamation : Convening Parliam ent 
Prorogation of Parliam ent
P ublic A cco u n ts: Regulation respecting: Certification of, in  Public W orks Departm ent (10th 

December 1877)
Public Instruction : Report of M inister, 1876-5 : Laid on Council Table 
Public Library, Museum, & c .: Report of Trustees, 1875-6 : Laid on Council Table 
P ublic W orks Loan A ccount Application B i l l : Brought in by M essage from Legislative A ssem bly  

(vide “ Summary of B ills ” )
P ub lic  W orks Loan A ct, No. 428, and Railw ay Loan A c t 1873, No. 468: Statem ent o f M oney  

applied under, 1876-7 : Laid on Council Table 
Public W orks Loan Expenditure Validating B i l l : Brought in by M essage from  L egislative  

Assem bly (vide  “ Summary of B ills ” )

Minutes ot 
Proceedings.

Page.

106 
115 
117 
119
123

125
129
130

}■ 133

Quorum : No
Q.

R.

Races, Dams, &c. : Regulations for : Order in Council (21 st January 1878) : Laid on Council Table 
Railway Construction B i l l : Brought in by Message from Legislative A ssem bly (vide “ Summary of 

B ills ”) "...
Committee of whole House authorised to examine W itnesses, &c.
Message to Assem bly requesting attendance of Member to give ev id en ce ...
Evidence ordered to be printed . ..  . . .  . . .  . . .
Select Committee appointed to prepare Reasons for insisting on amendments 
Report of Select Committee appointed to prepare Reasons brought up 
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Railway Construction B i l l : Power given to Committee to sit on D ays on which the Council does 
not sit . ..  . . .  . .. ~  . ..

Railway Construction B ill (2) : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly (vide ‘‘ Summary 
of B ills” )

Railway Lines, Charts, and Approximate Cost o f Construction : Motion {Hon. It. Simsonj' ...
Railway Loan A ccount Application B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly {vide 

“ Summary of B ills”)
Railway Loan Application B i l l : Brought in by M essage from L egislative Assem bly {vide ‘‘ Summary 

o f B i l ls ”)
Ratepayers in the Colony : Motion {S ir  C. Sladen)  . ..  . . .  . ..  *”

M otion for further Return {S ir  C. Sladen)
Reasons of Legislative Assembly : Railway Construction Bill Amendments : Report o f Select 

Committee to prepare Reply to : Brought up 
R eply to Reasons of A ssem bly: Adopted

Refreshm ent Rooms Committee (J o in t) : Appointed ...
Regulation and Inspection of M ines B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly {vide 

“ Summary of Bills ”)

Royal Assent to Bills

S.
Sale and U se o f Poisons A ct 1876: Regulations: Order in Council (15th October 1877) : Laid on 

Council Table . ..
Sandhurst M ining D istrict : P o lling  Places : Order in Council (4th  February 1 8 7 8 )7  Laid on 

Council Table ...
Sanitary Station : Report of Chief Medical Officer, 1876 : Laid on Council Table ..! 7

Report laid on Council Table 
Savings Banks Statem ents and Returns for year ending 30th June 1877 : Laid on Council Table ... 
Schedule D  to 18 and 19 V iet., cap. 55, Expenditure under : 1876-7 : Laid on Council Table 
Speech of Governor : Opening Parliam ent ...

Reported ...
Committee appointed to prepare Reply  
Reply adopted
Address of Governor in Reply  

Spring G ully, Castlemaine : M ining operations in Reservoir at : Order in Council : Laid on Council 
Table ...

Standing Orders Committee : Appointed
Standing Order (Joint), No. 7 : President pointed out non-compliance with

| Parts I, II, and III : Laid on Council Table
Statistical Registrar o f the Colony of V ictoria < £ ar!' 7 r  : Y^rr ®tat*.st*cs ; Ra>d on Council Table

J I Parts V  and V I : Laid on Council Table
( Parts V II, V III, and IX  : Laid on Council Table

Statistics (Australasian) 1876 : W ith Introductory Report by Government Statist
Swearing in New Member (Hon. H. Cuthbert)
Supreme Court B i l l : Brought in {Hon. H. Cuthbert) {vide “ Summary of Bills ”)
Supreme Court : Regulae Generates : Laid on Council Table . ..

T.
T elegram  to Secretary of State : Praying no action be taken on Memorandum of Chief Secretary 
Telegram s, State, transmission of, to Country Newspapers : Order in Council (26th Ju ly  1877) : 

Laid on Council Table ...
Telegraph Cables : Evidence of Mr. A udley Coote : Correspondence : Laid on Council Table 

Via  United States : Correspondence : Laid on Council Table 
Telegraphic Communication via. Java : Despatch : Laid on Council Table 
Telegraphic M essages : Extension of Free D elivery of : Order 

Council Table ...
Telegraphic Press Messages : Rates of Charge : Order in 

Council Table ...
Tolls B ill : Brought in by Message from L egislative Assem bly {vide “ Summary of Bills ”)
Tolls Collection B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly {vide “ Summary of Bills ”) 
Traffic Circular respecting Conveyance o f L ive Stock : Motion for Return {Hon. It. Simson)

Return laid on Council Table 
Tramways for Mining Purposes : Leases of Land for: Laid on Council Table ...

U.

University of Melbourne : Report of Proceedings (31st M ay 1877) : Laid on Council Table

Victorian Railways : Report of Board of Land and W o rk s: Half-year (31st December 1876) : Laid 
on Council Table

Victorian W ater Supply : Statement of A pplication of Moneys to : Laid on Council Table

W .

W aterworks A ct 1865 Amendment B ill : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assembly {vide 
“ Summary of B ills ”)

Select Committee appointed to prepare Reasons for insisting on Amendments in ...
Report of Select Committee to prepare Reasons : Brought up and adopted 

W aterworks B ill (2) : Brought in by Message from Legislative Assem bly {vide “ Summary of B ills ”) 
W ilson, Hon. W . : Called upon by Name and declared guilty  of Contempt 

Apologized, relieved from Contempt, and Fees not enforced 
W r it:  Return o f : South W estern Province ...

Y.

Yan Yean W ater Supply : Statem ent o f Expenditure under Loan A ct (30th June 1877) : Laid on 
Council Table ...

Cash Statement and Balance Sheet (30th June 1877) : Laid on Council Table

n Council (3rd Ju ly  1877) : Laid on 

Council (16th Ju ly  1877) : Laid on
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PAPERS LAID UPON THE COUNCIL TABLE,

N O T  O R D E R E D  TO  B E  P R IN T E D .

1877.
26th Ju n e . 1. Supremo Court— Regulse Generates (9th M arch, 1877).

„ 2. Cable Conference.— Report of Proceedings, &c., 1877, held in Sydney.
„ 3. P o s t Office Savings B ank.— Statem ent of Accounts, Y ear ending 31st December, 1876.
„ 4. P o s t Office and Telegraph D epartm ent— Report upon, for the Y ear 1876.
„ 5. Land A ct 1869— R eport of Proceedings taken under the provisions of, during Year ending

31st December, 1876.
„ 6. Voidance of License under 19th Section, P a r t I I .,  of Land A ct 1869, in certain cases.—

Order in Council (8th January , 1877.)
„  7. Land A ct 1869.— Regulation.— Sale and removal of sand.— Order in Council.
„  8. S tate Forests A ct 1876.— Regulations.— Order in Council (15th M ay 1877).
„  9. P ilo t Board— Accounts of, for Y ear ending 31st A ugust 1876.
„  10. Im port, E xport, T ranshipm ent, and Shipping R eturns— A  General Summary of, w ith

A bstract of Customs Revenue for Y ear 1876, and A bstract Comparative Table, Years 
1873-6.

„  11. B allarat M ining D istrict.— Fees for Survey of Tenem ents in (6th March 1877).
„ 12. Tram w ays for M ining Purposes.— Leases of Land for (16th A pril 1877).
„ 13. M aryborough M ining D istrict—Polling P laces for.— Order in Council (22nd January ,

1877).
„ 14. Dunolly Reservoir—M ining Operations at.— Order in Council (12th February, 1877).
„  15. Beech worth and B allarat M ining D istrict—Polling Places for.— Order in Council (29th

January , 1877).
„ 16. B eechw orth and Gippsland M ining D istrict— Polling P laces for.— Order in Council (15th

January , 1877).
„ 17. Spring Gully, Castlemaine— Carrying on M ining Operations in Reservoir at.— Order in

Council (6 th  March, 1877).
„  18. M ines, Inspector of— R eport of, for 1876.
„ 19. M ineral Statistics of V ictoria for 1876.
„  20. M ining Surveyors and Registrars— Reports of, for Q uarters ending 31st December, 1876,

and 31st M arch, 1877.
„  21. Industrial and Reformatory Schools.—R eport of Inspector, 1876.
„ 22. P enal Establishm ents and Gaols.—Report of A cting Inspector-G eneral for Y ear 1876.
„ 23. Diseases and D eaths in Establishm ents under charge of Chief Medical Officer, during 1876.
„  24. H ealth  Officer— R eport of, 1876.
„ 25. Sanitary Station— Report of Chief Medical Officer for Year 1876.
„ 26. Insane— H ospitals for.— Report of Inspector, 1876.

28th June. 27. V ictorian Railways.— Report of Board of Land and W orks for H alf-Y ear ending 31st 
December 1876.

„ 28. U niversity  of M elbourne.— Report of Proceedings for Y ear ending 31st May 1877.
10th Ju ly . 29. S tatistical Register of Colony of Victoria.— P a rt I .— Blue Book.

P a r t  I I .— Population.
P a r t I I I .— Finance, &c.

17th Ju ly . 30. Y an Yean W ater Supply.— Statem ent of Expenditure under Loan Act, No. 531, section 
12, during Y ear ending 30th June, 1877.

„ 31. Exhibition, Sydney, 1876.—Report of Victorian Commissioners.
„  32. Observatory.— Tw elfth  Report of Board of Visitors.
„ 33. N aval Defences— Correspondence.— November, 1876 to 3rd Ju ly , 1877.

24th July . 34. Public Library, Museum, & c— Report of Trustees for the Y ear 1875-6.
35. Public W orks Loan A ct No. 428, and Railway Loan A ct 1873, No. 468.— Statem ent of 

Money applied under, during the Y ear 1876-7.
7 th  A ugust 36. S tatistical Register, V ictoria, 1876—P art IV .— V ital Statistics, &c.

37. Despatches from the R igh t Honorable the Secretary of State on mission of H is Excellency
Colonel S ir W illiam Jervois, at request of the A ustralian Colonies.

38. Land A ct 1869.— Fees payable under Sec. 49.— Order in Council (25th June, 1877).
”  49. Land A c t 1869.— Licenses to cut Tim ber.— Order in Council (3rd Ju ly , 1877).

40. Schedule D to 18 and 19 V ie t , Cap. 55.— Expenditure under, 1876-7.
” 41. L unatic Asylum s.— R eturn of Inspector for six months ending 30th June , 1877.

42. Telegram s, State— Transmission of, to Country N ewspapers.— Order in Council (26th
Ju ly , 1877). \  . .

43. Telegraphic Messages— Extension of I  rec Delivery of. Order in Council (3rd Ju ly ,
1877).

^ 44. Telegraphic Press Messages— Rates of Charge.— Order in Council 16th Ju ly , 181 /).
45. Paris U niversal Exhibition, 1878— Despatches, &c., concerning.

„ 46. Royal Commission for Paris Exhibition, 1878.— F irst Report (26th Ju ly , 18/ /).
47. Education A ct 1872.— Regulations under (3rd M ay, 1877).

”  48. Instruction— Public.— Report of, for year 1876-7.



1877. 
14th A ug.

21st A ug.

22nd Aug. 
23rd Aug.

18th Sept.

26th Sept. 

27th Sept.

9th Oct. 
11th Oct.

23rd Oct.

24th Oct. 

30th Oct.

31st Oct.

7th Nov.
15th Nov. 
20th  Nov.

27th Nov. 
29th  Nov. 
4 th  Dec.

9 9

>9

13th Dec. 

19th Dec.

1878. 
9 th Ja n .

5th Feb.

99

99

99

12th Feb.

49. Parliam ent Buildings.— F irst Report of Royal Commission on.
50. Friendly Societies.— Final Report of Royal Commission on. _
51. Victorian W ater Supply.— Statem ent of application of Moneys to, during Yeai ending

30th June, 1877, under Loan A cts 428 and 531. _
52. Land A ct 1869.— Regulations as to Licenses to cut and remove Timber. Order in

Council (6th A ugust 1877)
53. H ealth, Central Board of.— Seventeenth Report of (17th Ju ly , 1877),
54. Statistical Register, V ictoria.—P a rt V .—Production.

P a rt V I.— Accumulation.
55. Traffic Circular respecting Conveyance of Live Stock.— R eturn to Order of Council.
56. Fisheries A ct 1873.—Notice in Government Gazette of intention to substitute one weight

for another regarding Gar-fish _
57. A bstracts of Returns furnished by Shire Councils as to properties over 640 acres w ithin

the several Shires w ith Memoranda attached thereto.
58. Telegraph Cables.— Correspondence concerning evidence of M r. A udley Coote a t a Con­

ference in Sydney in 1875.
59. Telegraph Cable via  U nited  S tates.— Correspondence concerning.
60. Land A ct 1869.— Regulations concerning occupation of Sale M unicipal Common under

49th section.— Order in Council (13th September, 1877).
61. Aborigines— T hirteenth Report of the Board for Protection of.
62. Land A ct 1869.— Fee for Registration of T ransfer or M ortgage of Leaseholds under

section 20.—Regulation.— Order in Council (1st October, 1877).
63. Exhibition a t Philadelphia,— Final Report of Commissioners for Victoria.
64. Fisheries A c t 1873.— Gazette notice of intention to alter the close season for E nglish7perch

(25th September, 1877).
65. V an Yean W ater Supply.— Cash Statem ent and Balance-sheet (30th  June, 1877).
66. Fisheries A ct, 1873.—  Gazette notice approving an altered definition of the  m outh of the

Y arra.
67. Land A ct 1869.— Regulation as to Fees payable under section 49.— Order in  Council

(22nd October, 1877).
68. L and A ct 1869.— Regulation respecting Tim ber Licenses.— Order in Council (22nd

October, 1877).
69. Savings Banks.— Satement and Returns for Y ear ending 30th Ju n e , 1877.
70. Defence of H arbors of W arrnambool, Belfast, and Portland.— Memorandum by H is

Excellency Sir W . Drummond Jervoise, R .E ., K .C .M .G ., C.B.
71. Sale and use of Poisons A ct 1876.— Regulations.— Order in Council (15th  October, 1877).
72. Land A ct 1869.—E stim ate of Land to be sold in the Y ear 1877-8.
73. Deceased Persons— Duties on E states of.— Rules made under Duties on E sta tes of Deceased

E sta te  S tatu te  1870 (12th November, 1877).
74. Aborigines.— R eport of Royal Commission on.
75. Public Accounts.— Supplementary Regulation, 22 Viet. No. 86 (19th November, 1877).
76. Statistical Register, Victoria, 1876.—P a rt V I I .— Interchange.

P a r t  V I I I ,— Law , Crime, &c.
P a r t  IX . —  Religious, Moral, and Intellectual 

Progress.
77. Australasian Statistics, 1876— W ith  Introductory R eport by G overnm ent S tatist.
78. Telegraphic Communication, via  J a v a .— Despatch (w ith enclosures) from the R ight

Honorable the  Secretary of State (9 th  Ju ly , 1877).
79. M ining Surveyors and Registrars— Reports of, for Quarter ending 30th September, 1877.
80. Public Accounts.— Addendum to Regulation of 26th M ay, 1874 (6 th  December, 1877).
81. Public Accounts— Regulation respecting certifying.— D epartm ent o f Roads and Bridges

(10th December, 1877).

82. Defences.— Prelim inary Report by H is Excellency Sir W. F . Drummond Jervois, R .E .,
K .C .M .G ., C.B. (20th Ju ly , 1877).

83. G ippsland M ining D istrict— Divisions of.— Order in Council (7 th  January , 1878).
84. Gippsland M ining D istrict.—Polling Places.— Order in Council (7 th  January , 1878).
85. Indian Fam ine Relief Fund— D espatch respecting initiation of, in M elbourne, from the

R igh t Honorable the Secretary of State for the Colonies (29th November, 1877).
86. D eputy M aster of Melbourne M int, appointm ent of.— D espatch (28th November, 1877).
87. Appointm ent of Sir C. G . Duffy to be K .C .M .G .— Despatch (26th November, 1877).
88. Paris Exhibition.— Space applied for by Victoria.— D espatch (29th November, 1877).
89. Land T ax  A ct.— Despatch (20th December, 1877).
90. New Hebrides— Proposed occupation of.— D espatch (5 th  December, 1877).
91. Paym ent of Members.— D espatch (20th December, 1877).
92. Cemetery Sites— New Form of Crown G rant for.— Regulation.— Order in Council (4th

February, 1878).
93. Land A ct 1869.— Regulation relating to Duties of D istrict Surveyors’ Substitutes.—

Order in Council (4th February, 1878).
94. Crown G rant— New Form of—w ith Railway conditions.— Order in Council (4 th  February,

1878).
95. Sandhurst M ining D istrict.— Polling Places.— Order in Council (4 th  February, 1878).
96. Races, Darns, &c.— Regulations for.— Rescission of words in Regulation of 12th A pril,

1869, relating to Licenses for cutting.— Order in Council (21st January, 1878).
97. Public Accounts— Regulation respecting certification of, in Public W orks D epartm ent

(10th December, 1877).



19th Feb. 98. Press Messages in Victoria.— Rates chargeable.— Order in Council (6th February, 1878).
6th March 99. Sanatory Station.—Report of Chief Medical Officer for Year ending 31st December, 1877.

,, 100. Mining Surveyors and Registrars.— Reports of, for Quarter ending 31st December, 1877.
„ 101. Philadelphia Exhibition.— Despatch from the R ight Honorable the Secretary of State on

Report of Commissioners (29th December, 1877).
„ 102. B allarat Juvenile Industrial Exhibition.—Despatch from the R ight Honorable the Secre­

tary  of S tate concerning (15th January, 1878).
„ 103. Indian Famine Relief Fund.—Despatch from the R ight Honorable the Secretary of State

concerning (26tli December, 1877).
20th March 104. Education—Public— Report on, by Commissioner (1878).
2nd A pril 105. Indian Famine Relief Fund.—Despatch from the R ight Honorable the Secretary of State

(with enclosure). No. 10. (15th February, 1878).
„ 106. New Hebrides Islands— Suggested Protectorate of.— Despatch from the R ight Honorable

the Secretary of State for the Colonies. No. 7. (18th January, 1878).
„  107. N ew  Government House at Melbourne—Despatches concerning (4th October, 1876 to

10th March, 1878).
„ 108. Press Telegrams.— Order in Council (20th March, 1878).

3rd April 109. Postal Convention between Victoria and U nited States of America (approved by the
Governor, 28th March, 1878).

„ 110. Diseases and Deaths.— Return of, 1877, by Chief Medical Officer.



V I C T O R I A .

S U M MA R Y  OF 1‘ROUKKUI NUS  ON BI LLS  IN THE L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L  D U R I N G  T11E S E S S I O N  1877- 8 .

SHORT T I T L E S  OF KILL. ' !’>v wh o m  and when in it iated .
Second

County Cour t s  Law A m e n d m e n t  Rill ; Hon orable  W. W il-iut

1877. 1877. 

26 J u n e

1877. 1877. , 877. 1877. 1877. 1877. 1877.

2 Tolls Collection Rill . Message  from L egis la tiv e  Assembly 28 . lime 28 J u n e 28 J u n e 28 J u n e 28 J u n e 28 J u n e 28 J u n e

3 Consolidated Reve nue  iiill Message from Legislative Assembly ! 17 J u ly 17 J u ly 17 J u ly 17 J u ly 17 J u l y 17 J u l y 17 J u l y

4 Supreme Cou rt  Ju r i s J ie t in n  and  1’roccdiire 
Hill

Hono rable  II. C u lh h c r t 24 J u ly 24 J u ly 7 Augus t 7 Augus t 14 Augus t 28 A u g u s t 28 A u g u s t

5 Melbourne Marke t Site Hill Mes-agc f rom Legislative Assembly ! 7 Augus t 7 August 14 Augu s t 14 Augus t 14 A u g u s t 21 Augus t 21 Au g u s t

6 Public Works Loan Accoun t Appl ica tio n * Message from Legislative Assembly 7 A 11'-'list 7 Augus t 14 Augu s t 14 Augus t 14 Augus t 14 A u g u s t 14 A u g u s t

7

Rill
Rai lway Const ruc tio n B i l l ..............— Message from Legislative Assembly ! 14 Augus t 14 Augus t 21 Augus t 21 Aug us t 18 Sept. , 9  Sep,. , 9 Sept. ,9  Sept. 3 Oct.

8

9

Regulation ami  Inspec tio n of Mines Bill  . .  

W a te rworks  Act 1865 A m e n d m e n t  Rill  . .

Message from Le gisl a tiv e  Assembly 

Message from Legisl ative  Assembly

14 Aug us t  

; 14 Aug us t

14 Aug us t  

I 14 Augus t

4 Sept. 

9 Oct.

4 Sept.  

9 Oct. 16 Oct.

3 Oct.  
9 Oct. 

16 Oct.

16 Oct.

3 Oct.

9 Oct. 
24 Oct.

16 Oct.

24 Oct.  

16 Oct. 17 Oct.
10 Jus tic es  of the I’enre Act Am endment  Rill Message from Legi sla tive Assembly : 23 Augu s t 23 Augus t 4 Sept. 4 Sept. 4 Sept. 4 Sept. 4 Sept.

i t Consolidated Reve nu e  Rill (2f . . Message from Legisl ative  Assembly 1 28 Augu s t 28 Aug us t 28 Aug us t 28 Augus t 28 A u g u s t 28 A u g u s t 28 A u g u s t

12 Local Gov ernment  Ac t 1874 A m e n d m e n t  
Rill

Message from Legi sla tive Assembly ! z,> A,1" llst ; 29 Augus t 4 Sept. 4 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 Sept.

13 I’uhlic W ork s  Loan Ex p e n d i tu r e  Va lid a tin g Message from Legisl ative  Assembly 4 Si'pt. 4 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 Sept. 18 Sept.

14

Rill

Land Tax Rill Message  from Legislative Assembly ! . . S e p t , , ,  S e p , . 2 Oct. 2 Oct. 2 Oct. 2 Oct. 3 Oct.

1$ I'olico OlYvnces S t a tu t e  1X65 A m e n d m e n t Honorable Sir  C. Sladen 2 Oct. 2 Oct. 16 Oct. 16 Oct. 24 Oct. 24 Oct. 24 Oct.

16

Rill

Aust ralasia Nat iona l 1 nsu ra nee  Com pany  Rill Message from Legislative Assembly ! 3 Oct. 9 Oct. 16 Oct. 17 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 Oct. 30 Oct.

>7 1‘a rl i am en ta ry  Costs Rill Message from Legisl ative  Assembly 9 Oct. 9 Oct. 16 Oct. 16 Oct. 16 Oct. 16 Oct. 17 Oct.
18 Inebriates  Act A m e n d m e n t  Rill Message from Legislative  Assembly 16 Oct. 16 Oct. 17 Oct. 17 Oct. 17 Oct. .. 24 Oct. 24 Oct.

19 Brighton  Land In v e s t m e n t  Rill . . Message from Legisl ative  Assembly 16 Oct. 17 Oct. 24 Oct. 24 Oct. 24 Oct. 24 Oct. 24 Oct.
20 Mining 011 Pr iv a te  Pr ope rt y  Rill Message Irmu Legisl a tive  Assembly if) Oct. 16 Oct. 23 Oct. 28 Nov. 29 Nov. •• 29 Nov.

Insolvency Law A m e n d m e n t  Iiill Hono rable  F. T. Sargood . . 23 Oct. 23 Oct.

4 Dec.
5 Dec. 5 Dec.

4 Dec. 
$ Dec. 6 Dec.

22 Reechworth W a te rw o rk s  Act 1SA0 A m e n d ­ Message from Legi sla tive Assembly 24 Oct. 30 Oct. 31 Oct. 1 Nov. x Nov . 8 Nov. 13 Nox*.

13

ment Rill 

Consolidated R e venue  Rill (3) Message f rom Legisl ative  Assembly to (let. 30 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct.
14 Railway Cons truc tio n  Rill (2) — — .Message from Legislative Assembly 51 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct. 31 Oct.

*5 Metropolitan Gas Co m p an y  Rill Message from Legi sla tive Assembly I) Nov. 1$ Nov. 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 21 Nov . 22 Nov . 27 Nov.
26 Gippsland Rai lway Cons t ru c t io n  Rill Message from Legisla tive Assembly 15 Nov. IS Nov. 20 Nov. 20 Nov. 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 2r Nov.

z7 : Goulhurn  Valley R a i lw ay  Rill . . Message from Legisla tive Assembly IS Nov. 1$ Nov. 20 Nov. 20 Nov. 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 21 Nov.
28 j Liverpool and Loudon a n d  Globe Insu ranc e Message from Legi sla tiv e  Assembly IS Nov. 20 Nov. 21 NOV. 21 N ov . 22 Nov. 27 N ov .

*9

Company Rill 
E x t radi t io n Rill Message from Le gisl a tiv e  Assembly 20 Nov. 2= Nov. 22 NOV. 22 Nov . 27 Nov . 27 N ov . 27 Nov.

3° : Friendly Societies Rill . . Message from Legisla tive Assembly 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 21 Nov. 21 Nov. 22 Nov. 22 N<)V.

; Explosive Subs tances  Rill Message f rom Legislative Assembly 20 Nov. 22 Nov, 22 NOV, 22 NOV.

11 ; Expiring Law (Diseases  in Stock) C on t i ­ Message from Legisl ative  Assembly 20 N ov . 2 .  Nov. 2 ,  Nov. 21 N ov .
29 Nov.

z i  n T v 24, N 0 V

1
nuation Rill

Expiring Law (Fenc ing  Ac t)  Con t in ua t io n  
Rill

Message from Legi sla tive Assembly 20 Nov. 21 Nov. 21 Nov . 21 Nov. 21 Nov. 2 ,  NOV.

34 ! Forts ami A r m a m e n t s  Itlll Message from Legi sla tive Assembly 20 Nov. 20 Nov.

35 Drainage of Mines Rill . . Message from Legisla tive Assembly 20 Nov. 20 Nov . 22 Nov. 22 Nov . 4 Dec. -• 4 Dec. 5 Dec.

36 , In ternation al Exhib it ion  Rill Message from Legisl ative  Assembly 27 Nov. 27 Nov.
••

37 W ate rworks  Rill (2) Message from Legislative Assembly 27 Nov. 27 Nov. 28 Nov. 28 Nov. 28 Nov. 28 Nov. 28 Nov .
38 Dower Abolit ion Rill Mos-age from Legi sla tive Assembly 27 Nov. 27 Nov.

to Railway Loan Application Rill Message from Legislative Assembly 4 Dec. 4 Dec. S Dec. 5 Dec. $ Dec. $ Dec. 5 Dec.
■u Railway Loan Account Application Rill •• Message from Legislative Assembly 6 Dee. 6 Dec. ..

41 ' Payment of Membe rs  Rill  . .  . . Message from Legislative Assembly 6 Dec. 6 Dec.
1878.

27 March
1878.

27 March
1878.

28 M arc h

1878. 

28 March
41 | Appropria tion Rill . . ■ • • - Message  from Legislative Assembly 13 Dec. 13 Dee.

j
43 Diseases in Vines Eradica tio n Rill Message  from Legisla tive Assembly 20 Dec. 20 Dec.

1877. 
21 Dec.

1877.
21 Dec. 8 Ja n . 8 J a n .

44 Cus toms Act 1S57 A m e n d m e n t  Rill Message from Legislative Assembly - o D o c . 20 Dec. 21 Dec. 21 Dec. 21 Dec.
1878. 

5 Feb.

1878. 

S Feb. 5 Feb . 5 Feb.
45 Passengers,  Harbors,  and  Naviga tio n  S t a tu t e Message from Legislative Assembly 20 Dee. 20 Dee. 21 Dec. 21 Dec. 21 Dec. 5 Feb $ Feb.

46
1S65 A m en d m en t  Rill 

Tolls Rill Message from Legislative Assembly j 20 Dee. 20 Dec. j 21 Dec. 21 Dec. 21 Dec. S Feb . .2  F eb . 12 Feb

47 Customs Duties Rill Message from Legi sla tive Assembly j 21 Dee. 21 Dec. j
1S7S. 

8 J a n .
1878. 

8 J a n .
1878. 

8 J a n . 8 J a n . 8 J a n .
48 Expiring Law ( Drawbacks  Act 1872) C011- Message from Legislative Assembly  ! 21 Dee. i 21 Dec. ! 8 Jan. 8 Ja n . 8 J a n . 8 Ju n . 8 J a n

49

tumaiio n  and Am e n d m e n t  Rill 

Appropr iat ion  Rill (2) . .
i

Message from Legislative Assembly
1S-.8. ! 

2 A pril
1S7S.

3 April 3 April 3 Apri l 3 April
$0 Reechw or th  Rate Va lid a tin g  Rid Message from Legislative Assembly 2 April 2 April 3 April 3 April 3 April 3 Apri l 3 April

C o m m i t t a l . R e ­
c o m m i t t a l . committ al .

A doption
of

R ep o rt.

Third

1877.

28 A u g u s t

21 A ugust 

15 A u g u st

3 Oct.

30 Oct.

17 Oct.

4 Sept.
28 A u g u s t

18 S ept.

18 Sept.

3 Oct. 

24 Oct.

30 Oct. 

17 Oct. 

24 Oct. 

24 Oct.

6 Dec.

31 Oct. 

31 Oct.

L e g is la tiv e  ,
A ssem b ly , i W ith o u t 

A inend-

R c tu rn cd  from  
L e g is la tiv e  A ssem blv .

1877. 1877.

28 A u g u st '

21 A u g u s t j 4 Sept.

3 Oct.

4 Dee.

5 Dee.

28 N ov. 

5 Dee.

1878. 

28 M arcli

8 J a n .

S Feb.

: J a n . 

I J a n .

30 Oct. 

17 Oct.

24 Oct.

6 Dec.

27 N ov. I

22 N o v . 22 N ov.

1878.

30 Oct.

4 Dec. 

6 Dee.

W i t h
A n e n d -

1877.

16 Oct.

15 N ov. 
21 N ov.

7 N ov.

6 Dec. 

6 Dee.

20 Dec.

A m end-

eonsidercd .

R e - tr a n s ­
m it te d  to 

L eg isla tiv e  
A ssem b ly .

; P u b lish ed  

S upp lem ent 

Govern ment

1877. 1877. ,877. 1877.

28 .hi tic 29 J  line

,7  J u ly 20 J  u ly

11 Oct. 12 Oct.

28 A u g u st 31 A u g u st

23 Oct. 24 Oct.

21 N o v ' 2°j N ov ' 20 Dec. 21 Dec

13 N ov . 20 N o v .

11 Oct. 12 Oct.

28 A ugust 31 A ugust

11 Oct. 12 Oct.

11 Oct. 12 Oct.

11 Oct. 12 Oct.

20 Dec. 2 , Dec.

31 Oct. 2 N ov .

31 Oct. 2 N ov.

31 Oct.

20 Dec. 2 , Dec.

31 Oct. 2 N ov.

31 Oct. 2 N ov.

20 Dec. 21 Dec.

n  Dec.

11 D ee.

20 Dec. 21 Dec.

20 Dec. 21 Dec.

20 Dec. 2 , Dec.

20 Dec. 21 D ec.

20 Dec. 2 , Dec.

20 Dec. 2 , Dec.

20 Dec. 1878. 1878.
8 J a n .,  1878. 18 J a n . 18 Ja n .

1877. 

20 Dec.

1877.

20 Dec. 2 , Dec.

1878. 1878.

18 J a n .

19 F eb .

18 J a n . 

18 J a n .

12 A pril

18 J a n .

22 Feb .

18 J a n .  

18 J a n .

12 A pril

N u m b e r  of 
Ac t .

D I.X V I1.

D L X Y III.

D LX .X I1.

D L X IX .

D L X X X III .

D L X X 1.

D L X X .

D I .X X II l.

D L X X IY .

D L X X V .

D I.X X X I. 

D L X X  VI. 

D L X X V III. 

D L X X V II.

D L X X X II.

D L X X IX .

D L X X X .

D L X X X V I.

D L X X  XVI I.

D LXX X V III . 

DXC.

D X C II. 

D L X X X  IV.

D L X X X  V.

D X C V I.

D L X X X IX .

D X C I.

D X C V II.

D X C V III .

D .xerrr.
D X C I  V.

DXCTX.
DCI,

REMARKS.

D ischarged  from  N otice  P aper, 9 O ctober, 1877.

N o t re tu rn e d  from  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem bly .

N ot r e tu rn e d  from  L eg isla tiv e  A ssem b ly .

N o t re tu rn e d  from  L eg isla tive  A ssem bly .

A m ended 011 reco m m en d atio n  of G overnor. 

N o t re tu rn ed  from  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem bly .

F irs t  rea d in g  of 16 O ctober rescinded .

Referred to  Select C o m m itte e ,23 O ctober, 1877. 
N ot re tu rn ed  from  L eg isla tiv e  A ssem bly .

D ischarged  from  N otice  I’ap e r, 20 N ov ., 1877.

F irs t read in g  of 24 O ctober rescinded .

Lapsed.

Lapsed.

A m ended on th ird  read in g .

Laid aside, 27 N o v em b er, 1877.

Second read in g  n e g a tiv e d ,28 N ovem ber, 1877.

Second read in g  n eg a tiv ed , $ D ecem ber, 1877.

O rdered to  be read  a  second tim e  th is  d ay  s ix  
m o n th s , 11th D ecem ber, 1877.

Laid aside, 20 D ecem ber, 1877.

N o t re lu m e d  from  L eg isla tiv e  A ssem bly .

R E C A P I T U L A T I O N .
R ills in itia ted  d u rin g  th e  Session  

Va-sscd an d  a s se n te d  to  
N ot re tu rn ed  fro m  L e g is la tiv e  A ssem bly 
Second read in g  n eg ativ ed  
D ischarged  from  N otice  P ap e r . .
Laid aside
O rdered  to  be rea d  a  second tim e  th is  d ay  s ix  m o n th s ' 
lapsed



V I C T O R I A .

No. 1.

Jplirattcs nf the §rm:Mtmp
OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 22n d  MAY, 1877.

P ursuan t to Proclam ation the Council met.
A t Twelve o’clock the Clerk of the Council read the Proclam ation convening the P a rliam en t:—

P r o c l a m a t io n ,

By H is Excellency S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n ,  K night G rand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order 
of Saint M ichael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of 
V ictoria and its Dependencies, and V ice-A dm iral of the same, &c., &c., &c.

W h e r e a s ,  by the  Constitution A ct it  was am ongst o ther things enacted tha t it shall be lawful for the 
Governor to fix such places w ithin V ictoria, and, subject to the lim itation therein contained, such times for 
holding the first and every other Session of the Council and Assembly, and to vary and alter the same 
respectively in such manner as he m ight th ink f i t ; and also from time to time to prorogue the said Council 
and Assembly, and to dissolve the said Assembly, by Proclam ation or otherwise, whenever he shall deem it 
ex p ed ien t: And whereas the said Council and Assembly are called “  T he Parliam ent of V ictoria,” and it is 
expedient to fix the time for holding the next Session th e re o f : Now therefore I, the  Governor of Victoria, 
in exercise of the power conferred by the  said A ct, do by this my Proclam ation fix Tuesday the twenty- 
second of M ay instant, as the time for the commencement and holding of the next Session of the said Council 
and Assembly, called the Parliam ent of V ictoria, for the despatch of business, a t Twelve of the clock at 
noon, in the Parliam ent Houses, situate in Parliam ent place, Spring street, in the City of M elbourne; and 
the Honorable the Members of the Legislative Council and the M embers of the Legislative Assembly are 
hereby required to give their attendance a t the said time and place accordingly.

Given under my H and and the Seal of the Colony, at M elbourne, this seventeenth day of May, in 
the  year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, and in the fortieth 
year of H er M ajesty’s reign.

( l . s . )  G . F . B O W EN .
By H is Excellency’s Command,

JA M E S  M cC U LLO C H .
G o d  s a v e  t h e  Q u e e n  !

Commissioners from H is Excellency the G overnor appointed to open the Parliam ent having been 
introduced to the Council Chamber by the U sher, the Senior Commissioner desired the U sher to 
request the presence of the Members of the Legislative Assembly to hear the Commission read for 
opening and holding this present Session of the Parliam ent.

The Assembly having presented themselves, the Commission was read by the Clerk as follow s:—

V I C T O R I A , by the Grace o f God, o f  the United K ingdom  o f  Great B rita in  
a n d  Ire la n d  Queen, D efender o f  the Faith.

W h e r e a s ,  by Proclam ation made the seventeenth day of May instant by H is Excellency S i r  G e o r g e  
F e r g u s o n  B o w e n ,  K nigh t G rand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and 
Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of Victoria and its 
Dependencies, the said S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n  did fix that the' next Session of the 
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly of Our said Colony, now called “ The Parliam ent 
of V ictoria” should commence and be holdcn on Tuesday the twenty-second day of May instant, a t 
Twelve of the clock at noon, in the Parliam ent Houses, situated in Parliam ent place, Spring street, 
in the City of M elbourne: And forasmuch as for certain causes the  said S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  
B o w e n  cannot conveniently be present in person in the said Parliam ent a t that tim e : N ow  k n o w  
t e  th a t W e , trusting in the discretion, fidelity, and care of O ur trusty and well-beloved the H o n o r a b l e  
S i r  W i l l i a m  F o s t e r  S t a w e l l ,  K night, the C hief Justice  of O ur Supreme Court of Victoria, and the 
H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  M o l e s w o r t h ,  a Justice  of our said Court, do give and grant by the tenor of these 
presents unto you the said S i r  W i l l i a m  F o s t e r  S t a w e l l  and R o b e r t  M o l e s w o r t h ,  or either of you, 
full power in Our name to begin and hold Our said Parliam ent, and to do everything which for and 
by U s, or the said S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n ,  shall be there to be done; commanding also by 
the tenor of these presents all whom it may concern to meet O ur said Parliam ent, and to the said



S ir  W il l ia m  F o s t e r  S t a w e l l  and E g b e r t  M o l e s w o r t h , or either of them, that they diligently 
attend in the premises and form aforesaid. In  testimony whereof We have caused the Seal of 
Our said Colony to be hereunto affixed.

W it n e s s  Our trusty  and well-beloved S ir  G e o r g e  F e r g u so n  B o w e n , K night Grand Cross 
of the Most Distinguished O rder of Saint Michael and Saint George, Goveinoi and 
Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of Victoria and its Dependencies, and Vice- 
Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c., at Melbourne, this tw e n ty -f ir s t  day of May, One 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven, and in the fortieth year of Our leign.

( l .s .) G. F . B O W EN . 
By His Excellency’s Command,

G R A H A M  B E R R Y .

Entered on Record by me in the Register of 
Patents, Book 20, page 20, this twenty-first 
day of May, One thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-seven.

W. II. O d g e r s .

T he Senior Commissioner informed the Members of the Legislative Council and Legislative^ Assembly 
th a t His Excellency the Governor would, in person, declare the cause of his calling the 1 arliament, 
on a future day, in the Legislative Council Chamber, and requested the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly in the meantime to proceed to the choice of a Speaker.

T he Legislative Assembly withdrew.
The Commissioners withdrew.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.

D e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  M e m b e r s .— The Honorables the President, J .  Graham, J .  Cumming, A. Fraser, 
G. W. Cole, R. S. Anderson, C. J .  Jenner, R. D. Reid, F . T. Sargood, W. H ighett, J .  A. Wallace, 
R. Simson, Sir S. Wilson, T . J .  Sumner, J .  Buchanan, W. Campbell, and W. Wilson severally 
delivered to the Clerk the declarations required by the seventh clause of the A ct 32 Victoria, 
No. 334, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I ,  W i l l i a m  I I e n r y  
F a n c o u r t  M i t c h e l l ,  do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria, of the full value 
of Two thousand five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same : A nd further, that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification aiises are 
situate in the parish of Emberton, in the county or reputed county of Dalhousie, the description of 
which lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ Four thousand seven hundred (4700) acres of the Barfold estate.
“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the municipal 

district of Metcalfe are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :—
“ No. 103, South Riding ; owner, W. II. F . M itchell; occupier, ditto. Barfold estate 

in Emberton, 4700 acres. Fu ll net annual value, L I500.
“ And I  further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 

possessed of the said lauds or tenements, or any part thereof, foi the puipose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ W. II . F . M IT C H E L L .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, J a m e s  G r a h a m , do 
declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own use 
and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the annual value of Two hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd further, 
th a t the lands and°tenem ents out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of 
Melbourne, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and tenements 
are as follow :—

“ Allotments Nos. 11, 12, and portions of No. 10, block No. 11, situated in Bourke, Russell, and 
L ittle  Collins streets, in the city of Melbourne, with the several buildings erected thereon.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :—
Over Two hundred and fifty pounds sterling per annum.

“ And I further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ JA S . G R A H A M .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the Act 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, J o h n  G um m ing, do 
declare and testify that I am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own use 
and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the annual value of Two hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd further, 
that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of 
Teriuallum, in the county or reputed county of Ilam pden, the description of which lands and 
tenements are as follow :—

“  F reeh o ld  land in the parish of Terinallum.
“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the shire of 

Mortlako are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :—In  excess of 
Two hundred and fifty pounds a year.



“ And I  further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ JO H N  G U M M IN G .”

“  In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 3 3 4 ,1, A l e x a n d e r  F r a s e r , 
do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the value of .Two thousand five 
hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd further, 
tha t the lauds and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of 
P rahran, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and tenements 
are  as follow :—

“ No. 1 . P a rt allotment 1 3 9 a , parish of P rahran , county of Bourke, having a frontage to Alma 
street of 100 feet by a depth of 300 feet to Chapel street, w ith  dwelling-house and other 
buildings thereon erected.

“ No. 2 . P a r t allotment 1 3 9 a , parish of P rahran , county o f Bourke, having a frontage of 2 1 6  
feet to A rgyle street, w ith improvements.

“ A nd I  further declare that the said lands and tenements are situate in the municipal 
•district of St. Kilda, and are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :—

“ No. 1. Bated in the rate-book of the district o f St. K ilda a t Two hundred and tw enty pounds 
per annum.

“  No. 2. Rated in the rate-book of the district of St. Kilda at F ifty  pounds per annum.
“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 

possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“  A L E X . F R A S E R .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions o f the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, G e o r g e  W a r d  
'C o le ,  do declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for 
m y own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the annual value of Two 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : 
A nd  further, th a t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the 
parish  of Jika-jika, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and 
tenem ents are as follow :—■

“ A llotm ent 4 of section 2, fronting Flinders and L ittle  F linders streets, w ith bonded stores, 
houses, &c., &c.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such Municipal district as follows :—

“ Cole’s Bonded Stores, F linders-street, at over £350 per annum.
“  And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 

possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council o f the Colony of Victoria.

“  G E O R G E  W A R D  CO LE.”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I , R o b e r t  S t i r l i n g  
A n d e r s o n ,  do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the annual value of 
over Two hundred and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same : A nd further, th a t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate 
in the parishes of Boroondara, South Melbourne, Holden, and W est Melbourne, in the county or 
reputed county of Bourke, the  description of which lands and tenements are as follow ;—

“ Freehold land and premises at Kew, where I  reside.
“ Freehold land and premises a t Em erald H ill.
“ Freehold land and premises at Sunbury.
“ A nd land and premises in W est Melbourne.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of Kew, Em erald Hill, Bulla, and Melbourne, are rated in the rate-books of such 
municipal districts as follows :— In  excess of Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ R O B E R T  S. A N D E R SO N .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, C a l e b  J o s h u a  
J e n n e r , do declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the value of Two 
thousand five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : 
A nd further, tha t the  lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the 
parishes of St. K ilda and Wannaene, in the counties or reputed counties of Bourke and Mornington, 
the description of which lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ Six acres of land, Brighton road, St. Kilda, known as Alfriston, on which is erected a residence, 
and other improvements.

“ A  farm, consisting of 175 acres of land, county of Mornington.
“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the muni­

cipal districts of St. K ilda and Kangerong are rated in the rate-books of such municipal districts 
as follows :— Over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.



“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorahly obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ C. J .  JE N N E R .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, Iso. 334, I, R o b e r t  D y c e  R e id ,  
do declare and testify that I am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria, of the value of Seven thousand 
pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd further, tha t 
the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of Prahran, 
in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and tenements are as follow:

“ P a rt of Crown Portion 149 A.
“ Parts of Crown Portion 52.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of St. Kilda and Prahran are rated in the rate-books of such municipal districts 
as follows :— Over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“ And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

6 ■ “ R. D. R E ID .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, F r e d e r i c k  T h o m a s  
S a r g o o d ,  do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the full value of Tw enty- 
five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : And 
further, that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish 
of P rahran, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and tene­
ments are as follow :—

“ Forty-five acres of land and dwelling-house, situated in East St. Kilda, and known as Rippon 
Lea.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the  
municipal district of St. Kilda are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows : A t
£605 per annum.

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ F . T . SA R G O O D .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, W i l l i a m  H i g h e t t ,  
do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the annual value of Two hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : And further, 
th a t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of 
Maindample, in the county or reputed county of Delatite, the description of which lands and 
tenements are as follow:—

“ Freehold estate of upwards of five thousand acres.
“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 

municipal district of Mansfield are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :—A t 
over Two hundred and fifty pounds (£250) per annum.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ W IL L IA M  H I G H E T T ”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, J o h n  A l s t o n  
W a l l a c e , do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the annual value of Two 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : 
A nd further, that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the 
parishes of Wooragee, Bright, Nepean, and Fingal, in the counties or reputed counties of Mor- 
nington, Delatite, and Bogong, the description of which lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ Six hundred and sixty-six acres of land in the parish of Wooragee ; lands and dwelling-houses 
in the parish of B right ; one hundred and sixty-two acres of land in the parish of Nepean ; 
five hundred and fifty-five acres of land in the parish of Fingal ; town allotments in the 
townships of Beechworth and Stanley.

“ A nd I further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of Beechworth, Bright, Flinders, and Kangerong, are rated in the rate-books of 
such municipal districts [or districts respectively] as follows :—A t over Two hundred and fifty pounds 
per annum.

“ And 1 further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ JO H N  A. W A L L A C E .”
“ In compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, R o b e r t  S im so n , do 

declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own use 
and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the annual value of Two hundred and 
fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the sam e: A nd further, 
tha t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of



B rew ster, in the county or reputed county of R ipon, the description of which lands and tenements 
are  as follow : —

“ F ive  thousand four hundred and tw enty-three acres of freehold land.

“ A nd I  fu rther dolare th a t such of the said lands and tenem ents as are situate in the 
m unicipal d istric t of the shire o f R ipon are rated in the rate-hooks of such municipal d istrict as 
fo llow s:—

Description o$ Property. Situation. Itldlng or Division. Electoral District and Division. Full Net Annual Value.

5423 acres... Brew ster North 1 Ripon and Hampden, Raglan ... Over £700.

“  And I  fu rther declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“  R O B E R T  S IM S O N .”

“  In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 3 4 , I, S a m u e l  W i l s o n ,  do
declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised a t law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own use
and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the net annual value of over One
thousand pounds sterling money, above all charges and incum brances affecting the sam e: A nd 
fu rther, th a t the lands and tenem ents out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish 
o f E rcildoun, in the county or reputed county of Ripon, the description of which lands and tenements 
are as fo llow :—

“ Freehold land of a  value of over Tw o thousand five hundred pounds sterling.
“ A nd  I  further declare th a t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 

m unicipal d istrict of the shire of Lexton are rated  in the rate-books of such municipal d istrict as 
follows :— 2 0 ,5 0 6  acres pasture land and tenements, a t a net annual value of £ 6 ,8 8 9 .

“  A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the  said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
retu rned  a  M ember of the Legislative Council of the Colony o f Victoria.

“ SA M L. W IL S O N .”

“  In  compliance w ith the provisions o f the A ct 3 2  V ictoria, No. 3 3 4 , I , T h e o d o t u s  J o h n  
S u m n e r ,  do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the  full value of Tw o 
thousand five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same : A nd  further, tha t the lands and tenements out of w hich such qualification arises are situate 
in  the parish of in the county or reputed county o f Bourke, the description of which
lands and tenem ents are as follow :—

“ A ll those lands and tenem ents in the borough of Brunsw ick, known as Stony P a rk , W illow
B ank , and lands thereunto adjacent.
“ A nd  I  further declare th a t such of the said lands and tenem ents as are situate in the 

m unicipal districts o f B runsw ick and N orthcote are rated  in the rate-books of such municipal districts 
as follows :— A t no less than T hree  thousand pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
re turned  a m em ber of the Legislative Council o f the Colony of V ictoria.

“ T H E O . JN O . SU M N E R .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the  A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 3 4 , I, J a m e s  B u c h a n a n ,  
do declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the annual value of Two hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd 
further, th a t the  lands and tenem ents out o f which such qualification arises are situate in the- 
parish of Berwick, in the county or reputed  county of M orning ton, the description of which lands- 
and tenem ents are as follow :—

“ Lands and houses situate a t Berw ick.
“ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands and tenem ents as are situate in the 

m unicipal d istrict of Berw ick are rated in the rate-books of such m unicipal d istrict as follows A t 
over Tw o hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“  And I  fu rther declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned  a M em ber of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ JA M E S  B U C H A N A N ”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A c t 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 3 4 , I, W i l l i a m  C a m p b e l l , .  
do declare and testify tha t I  am duly seised a t law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the annual value of Two hundred 
and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the sam e: A nd  
fu rther, that the lands and tenements out o f which such qualification arises are situate in the parish 
of Carlsruhe and the city of M elbourne, in the counties or reputed counties of Dalhousie and Bourke, 
th e  description of which lauds and tenem ents are as follow :—

“ 1. S ix hundred and forty acres, parish of Carlsruhe.
“ 2. A llotm ent of land and building in K ing street, in the city  of Melbourne,



“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of Ivyneton and Melbourne are rated in the rale-books of such municipal districts 
as follows:—

Freehold
D itto

About two miles from Kyneton 
King street, Melbourne

In excess of £250 a year.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ W. C A M PB ELL.”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 334, I, W i l l i a m  W i ls o n ,  
do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the freehold value of Three 
thousand pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : And further, 
that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of 

in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and 
tenements are as follow :—

“ Dwelling place known as Dalquhurn, on the Dandenong road.
“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 

municipal district of St. Kilda are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :—
“ A t three hundred and th irty  pounds per annum.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“  W IL L IA M  W IL SO N .”

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable W . W ilson moved, T hat the House at its rising this day adjourn until 
Tuesday, the 26th proximo.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at twenty minutes past Twelve o’clock until Tuesday, the 26th proximo.

G. W. K U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the P arliam ents .

B y Authority : J o h n  F e r r e s , Government Printer, Melbourne. 
[625 copies.]
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 26ti-i JUNE, 1877.

T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
T he  Presiden t took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.

A p p r o a c h  o f  H is E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The approach of H is Excellency the Governor was 
announced by the U sher.

H is Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber, and commanded the U sher to desire the 
attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the Council Chamber, who being come w ith their Speaker, 
H is Excellency was pleased to speak as follow s:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  "and H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y  :

I  recur to your advice and assistance a t the earliest period perm itted by the arrangements 
consequent on the retirem ent of the late Adm inistration.

N otw ithstanding hopes and anticipations to the contrary, w ar has been declared between 
Russia and Turkey, which in spite of the wisest counsels may ultim ately involve G reat Britain in 
hostilities. U nder these circumstances, the mission of Sir Wm. Jervois, assisted by Colonel 
Scratchley, to enquire into and report on the defences of the colony, will prove exceptionally 
opportune and most valuable. V igor and prom ptitude will be displayed on receipt of Sir XV. 
Jervo is’ report in subm itting for your approval proposals to place the colony in a reasonable state of 
security against possible foreign aggression.

In  close connection w ith  this question is the state of telegraphic communication w ith Europe; 
every necessary provision will be made for m aintaining daily communication, so that intelligence of 
any change in the situation of affairs may be promptly received.

T he  responsibility assumed by the State in the m atter o f Public Instruction necessitates, in 
the opinion of my Advisers, a thorough enquiry into the order and condition of our educational 
m achinery, w ith  the view of perfecting in organization and adm inistration the original intention of 
Parliam ent, and further to ascertain the best and most economic mode of extending State education, 
and including therein  the  U niversity  of Melbourne. For this purpose a Commission has been issued 
to a gentleman exceptionally well suited to conduct efficiently such an enquiry, w ith instructions to 
report from time to time.

T he R eport of the Board of E nquiry  into the Kew Asylum has disclosed a state of affairs tha t 
calls for fundamental alteration in the management of that and kindred institutions.

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y :

T he Estim ates for 1877-8 will be laid before you without delay. They have been framed 
w ith  a due regard to economy and the requirem ents of the Public Service.

My Advisers are impressed w ith the importance of establishing a line of mail steamers via  the 
Cape of Good Hope, and tru st to be placed in a position, a t an early date, to submit a definite 
proposal for your approval.

A  revised Tariff, imposing some new duties and repealing others, which it is anticipated will 
aid and assist manufactures and relieve commerce, is ready for your consideration.

A  Land T ax  Bill has been prepared, which, whilst fair and equitable in principle as a 
measure of taxation, has been framed in accordance with the policy approved by the country a t the 
late general election.

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b ly  :

The b rief period of time at the disposal of my Advisers has been fully utilized in the 
preparation of measures of paramount importance.

A  Railway Construction Bill will be submitted to you, which will appropriate that portion of 
the la te  loan available for the  purpose. My Advisers regret th a t the amount is insufficient to meet 
the wants and requirem ents of the country. Immediate steps, however, will be taken to ascertain 
w hat is requisite in this respect, in order to place the producing interests in all portions of the colony 
on an equal footing.

The state of the Gold M ining interest, no less than the repeated decisions of the country, 
renders legislation on the question of Mining on P rivate  P roperty  urgent and imperative. A  B ill



will bo submitted to you which, it is anticipated, will give reasonable facilities for the search for the 
precious metals tvithout unnecessarily infringing private rights.

The Regulation of Mines Statute has in many respects proved satisfactory, but defects having 
been discovered in its operation, a Bill to remedy these, and to amend the Act, will be introduced.

Time and experience have proved the necessity for fresh land legislation, and an Amending 
Land Bill will be laid before you, increasing the area of selection, and extending the probationary 
period of occupation. These and other provisions, it is anticipated, will meet the more urgent 
requirements on this important subject.

The final Report of the Royal Commission appointed to enquire into the position and working 
of Friendly Societies will soon be placed before you, and a Bill containing the recommendations of 
that Commission will likewise be presented to you.

Bills embodying important Law  Reforms are ready for your consideration, as also for 
regulating F ire  Brigades, for continuing Tolls for a b rief period, for amending the Extradition of 
Criminals S tatute and the Harbor T rust A ct of 1876.

My Advisers regret tha t the important subjects of Constitutional and Civil Service Reform 
cannot be dealt with satisfactorily at present. I t  is anticipated, however, tha t the business of the 
session may be concluded sufficiently early to afford time for the preparation of measures on these 
important subjects without trenching on the period which it is essential Parliam ent should be 
afforded previous to the commencement of a new financial year.

The recent decisive and definite opinion of the country, it is hoped, will aid you in your 
labors, A v h ic l i  I  trust will, under the blessing of Divine Providence, conduce to the happiness and 
prosperity of the people of Victoria.

Melbourne, 26th June, 1877.
W hich being concluded, a copy of the Speech was delivered to the President, and a copy to Mr. Speaker, 

and the Legislative Assembly withdrew.
H is Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

D e c l a r a t io n s  o f  M e m b e r s .— The Honorables J .  Balfour, N . Fitzgerald, F . Robertson, T. F . Hamilton, 
Sir C. Sladen, N. Black, D r. Dobson, H . Cuthbert, and G. F . Belcher, severally delivered to the 
Clerk the declarations required by the seventh clause of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, as hereunder 
set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, J a m e s  B a l f o u r , do 
declare and testify tha t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own use 
and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria, of the value of Two thousand five 
hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd further, 
tha t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes of 
Melbourne and Boroondara, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which 
lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ Land and tenements situated in L ittle Collins street, Melbourne.
“ Land and tenements situated in L ittle Flinders street, Melbourne.
“  Lands situated in the parish of Boroondara.

“ And I  further declare tha t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of Melbourne and Kew are rated in the rate-books of such municipal districts 
as folloAvs :— Over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“ And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to 
be returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ JA M E S r B A L F O U R .”
“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I , N ic h o l a s  

F it z g e r a l d , do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of V ictoria, of the value of Two 
thousand five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same: 
A nd further, that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the 
parish of Castlemaine, in the county or reputed county of Talbot, the description of which lands 
and tenements are as follow :—

“ House and land and business premises situate in Castlemaine.
“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 

municipal district of Castlemaine are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows:— 
Over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“ And I  further declare that 1 have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ N. F IT Z G E R A L D .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I , F r a n c is  R o b e r t s o n , 
do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of V ictoria of the value of over Two thousand 
five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the sam e: And 
further, that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes 
of Newham, Edgecomb, D outta Galla, and Maribyrnong, in the counties or reputed counties of 
Bourke and Dalhousie, the description of which lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ E ight allotments in the parish of Newham, two allotments in Edgecomb, one allotment in 
Maribyrnong, and one allotment in D outta Galla.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of the shire of Newham, the shire of Kyneton, the Keilor road board, and the 
boroughs of Essendon and Flemington, are rated in the rate-books of such municipal districts as 
follows:— A t over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.



“ A nd I  further declare tha t I  have not cohesively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of euabling me to bo 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ F R A N C IS  R O B E R T SO N .”
“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, T h o m a s  F e r r ie r  

H a m il t o n , do declare and testify tha t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria of the full value of Three 
thousand pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the sam e: A nd 
further, th a t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish 
of Gisborne, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and 
tenements are as follow :—

“ Section 32, Gisborne, and allotment 29, section 35, same p a rish ; total, seven hundred and 
forty-nine acres.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Gisborne Shire are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as 
fo llow :—

No. on Roll. Owner. Net Annual Rental Value. Electoral Division.

449
525 |  T, F . Hamilton ...  ... j £165) j 

135 f  .......................................1

£300

Division—
South Province.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ T H O M A S F . H A M IL T O N .”
“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 3 4 , I, C h a r l e s  S l a d e n , do 

declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised a t law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own use 
and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the annual value of Two hundred and 

" fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : And further, 
th a t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parish of 
W hoorel, in the county or reputed county of Polw artb, the description of which lands and tenements 
are as follow :—

“ The property known as R ipple Vale, lately occupied by myself, and now in the occupation of 
Mr. Jam es Ford Strachan.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal d istrict of W inchelsea shire are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as 
follows :—A t over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“ A nd I  further declare, th a t I  have not collusively or colourably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the colony of Victoria.

“ C H A R L E S  SL A D E N .”
“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 3 4 , I, N ie l  B l a c k , do 

declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria of the full value of l iv e  thousand 
pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A.nd further, that 
the lands and tenements out o f which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes of le ran g  
and Glenormiston, in the county or reputed county of Hampden, the description of which lands and
tenements are as follow :—

“ Freehold estate of upwards of twelve thousand acres, known as Mount Noorat and the bisters.
“ A nd  I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 

municipal district of Hampden are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows
Over Two hundred and fifty pounds a year.

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ N IE L  B LA C K .”

“  In compliance w ith The provisions of the A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 3 4 , I , F r a n k  S t a n l e y  
D o b so n , do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the Colony of Victoria, of the value of Two thousand 
five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd 
further that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the paiish 
of H awthorn, in the county or reputed county of Bourke, the description of which lands and
tenements are as follow :—

“ Houses and land in the borough of Hawthorn.  ̂ .
« _Amd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 

municipal district of H aw thorn are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows
Over Two hundred and fifty pounds a year. , ,  . , . . x. . , .

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of V ictoria^ g T A N L E y  D Q BSO N  ”

“  In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 3 2  Victoria, No. 3 o 4 , I, H e n r y  C u t h b e r t , 
do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria,_ of the value of Four thousand 
pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd fuitliei, t  la



the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes ot 
Cardigan, Burrum beet, and Ballarat, in the counties of Grenville and Eipon, the description of 
which lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ Freehold land and premises, parish of Cardigan, where I  reside.
“ O ther freehold land in said parish.
“ Freehold land and premises in the city of Ballarat. _
“ Freehold land and premises in the parish of Burrum beet and land in the parish ot Ballarat. _

“  A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the muni­
cipal districts of Ballarat, and Shire of Ballarat, are rated in the rate-books of such municipal 
districts as follows :— A t over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum. .

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enab mg me to 6
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria. p T  „

<l H E N E i  OU llirSJbjlvJL.

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, G e o r g e  F r e d e r ic k  
B e l c h e r , do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of free o 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria, of the value of Seven 
thousand pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd 
further, that the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the town 
of Geelong in the county or reputed county of G rant, the description of which lands and tenements
are as follow :—  n

“ Certain landed property (with buildings erected thereon) at corner of Moorabool and G ieat 
E yrie  streets, in the Town of Geelong.

<( A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as arc situate in the Town of 
Geelong are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows : A t Seven
hundred and forty pounds annual valuation.

“  A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  l;o or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ G. F . B E L C H E E .” 
C O M M ISSIO N .

C o m m iss io n  to  S w e a r  in  N e w  M e m b e r s .— The President announced that, in virtue of the Commission 
hereunder set forth, he would be prepared to swrear in any new Members who m ight be introduced.

V IC T O R IA , by the Grace o f  God o f  the United Kingdom  o f  Great B rita in  
and Ireland, Quee?i, D efender o f the F aith:

C o the Honorable W il l ia m  H e n r y  F a n c o u r t  M it c h e l l , President of O ur Legislative 
Council of Our Colony of Victoria.

W h e r e a s , by the Bill contained in the Schedule to a Statute passed in the Session of O ur Im perial 
Parliam ent holden in the eighteenth and nineteenth years of Our reign, intituled, “ A n  A c t  to enable 
“ H er M ajesty to assent to a B ill, as amended , oj the Legisla ture o f  Victoria to establish a Con- 
“ stitution in and fo r  the Colony o f  Victoria,” it is enacted th a t no Member, either of the Legislative 
Council or of the Legislative Assembly, shall be perm itted to sit or vote therein respectively un til 
he shall have taken and subscribed before the Governor, or before some person authorized by the 
G overnor in that behalf, the oath in the said Bill mentioned : W e  d o  t h e r e f o r e  by these presents 
command and authorize you from time to time, in the Parliam ent House, in the City of Melbourne, 
to administer the said oath to such Members of the said Legislative Council as have not already 
taken and subscribed the same. In  t e s t im o n y  whereof We have caused the Seal of Our said Colony 
to be hereunto affixed.

W i t n e s s  Our trusty  and well-beloved the E igh t Honorable J o h n  H e n r y  T h o m a s , V is c o u n t  
C a n t e r b u r y , of the City of Canterbury, in the County of Kent, and Baron Bottesford, 
of Bottesford, in the County of Leicester, in the Peerage of the U nited Kingdom of G reat 
B ritain  and Ireland, K night Commander of the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of Victoria, &c., &c., &c., at 
Melbourne, this tw enty-eighth day of October* One thousand eight hundred and seventy, 
and in the thirty-fourth year of Our reign.

( l .s .) C A N T E E B U E Y .
By His Excellency’s Command,

JA M E S  M cCULLOCI-I.
E ntered on Eecord by me, in E egister of Patents,

Book 13, page 445, this tw enty-eighth day of 
October, One thousand eight hundred and

seventy- W . H . Odgers.

E l e c t io n s  a n d  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .— I n  pursuance o f  “ The E lectoral A c t  1856,” the President laid upon
the Table the following W arrant, appointing the Committee of Elections and Qualifications :__

V ic t o r ia .
Pursuan t to the provisions of the V ictoria Electoral A ct 1856, I  hereby appoint__

T he Honorable Thomas T urner a’Beckett,
T he Honorable Eobert Stirling Anderson,
T he Honorable H enry  Cuthbert,
T he Honorable Jam es Balfour,
The Honorable William H ighett,
The Honorable Frederick Thomas Sargood, and 
T he Honorable S ir Charles Sladen, 

to be Members of a Committee to be called “ The Committee of Elections and Qualifications.”
Given under my hand this tw enty-sixth day of Ju n e  1877.

w '. II . F . M IT C H E L L , 
President of the Legislative Council,



C o u n t y  C o u b t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l e .— The Honorable VV. Wilson, with leave o f  the Council, 
moved, w ithout notice, T h a t leave bo given to introduce a Bill to amend the Laws relating to 
County Courts.

Question— put and passed.
B ill brought in, and, on the motion o f  the Honorable W. Wilson, read a first time, ordered to be 

printed, and read a second time on the 10th proximo.

S p e e c h  op H is E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o b .— T he President reported the Speech of H is Excellency 
the Governor.

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat a Select Committee be appointed to prepare an Address in 
reply to the  Speech of H is Excellency the Governor.

Question— put and passed.
xThe Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T hat such Committee consist of the Honorables Sir C. Sladen, 

J .  Buchanan, R . D. Reid, N . Black, F . Robertson, J ,  Cumming, Sir S. Wilson, and the Mover. 
Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
The Committee w ithdrew to prepare the Address.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert brought up the Address prepared by the Committee, and moved, T hat the 

' same be read.
The Address was read at the Table by the Clerk, as follows :—

To H is  Excellency S ir  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the M ost D istinguished  
Order o f  S a in t M ichael and S a in t George, Governor and C om m ander-in-Chief in  and over 
the Colony o f  Victoria and its Dependencies, and V ice-Adm iral o f  the same, fyc.

M a y  i t  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y —

We, H er Most Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of the 
Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, beg leave to approach Your Excellency 
with renewed expressions of our loyalty and attachm ent to H er M ajesty’s throne and person.

We thank Your Excellency for recurring to our advice and assistance at the earliest period 
perm itted by the arrangem ents consequent on the retirem ent of the late Administration.

W e regret that, notw ithstanding hopes and anticipations to the contrary, war has been declared 
between Russia and T urkey, which in spite o f the wisest counsels may ultimately involve G reat 
B ritain in hostilities. W e are satisfied that, under these circumstances, the mission of Sir Wm. 
Jervois, assisted by Colonel Scratchley, to enquire into and report on the defences of the colony,^ will 
prove exceptionally opportune and most valuable. We are pleased to learn that vigor and promptitude 
will be displayed on receipt of Sir Wm. Jervo is’ report in subm itting for our approval proposals to 
place the colony in a reasonable state of security against possible foreign aggression.

W e are gratified to hear th a t every necessary provision will be made for maintaining daily 
telegraphic communication with Europe, so tha t intelligence of any change in the situation of affairs
may be promptly received.

We observe that, in the opinion of Y our Excellency’s Advisers, a thorough enquiry into the 
order and condition of our educational machinery, w ith the view of perfecting the adm inistiation of
the same, should be made.

W e observe th a t the report of a Board of Enquiry into the K ew  Asylum has disclosed a state 
of affairs tha t calls for fundamental alteration in the management of tha t and kindred institutions.^

I t  affords us satisfaction to know that the brief period of time at the disposal of T our 
Excellency’s Advisers has been fully utilized in the preparation of measures of paiam ount
im p ortan ce. .

W e learn w ith pleasure th a t a Railway Construction Bill will be submitted to us, which will 
' appropriate the portion of the late loan available for the purpose. We notice tha t Your Excellency s 

Advisers regret that the amount is insufficient to meet the wants and requirements^ of the country ; 
and th a t immediate steps will be taken to ascertain what is requisite in this respect in order to place 
the producing interests in all portions of the colony on an equal footing.

W e concur in the opinion that legislation on the question of Mining on Private P roperty  is 
desirable. A ny measure brought before us dealing w ith the subject will receive our best con­
sideration.

W e are pleased to find that the Regulation of Mines Statute has in many respects proved 
satisfactory, and tha t a Bill to remedy some defects in its operation will be intioduced.

W e observe that in the opinion of Y our Excellency’s Advisers fresh land legislation is 
required. The Bill to be brought before us will receive our careful attention.

W e learn w ith  satisfaction tha t the final Report of the Royal Commission appointed to 
enquire into the position and working of Friendly Societies will soon be placed befoie us, and th a t 
a Bill containing the recommendations of that Commission will be presented to us.

W e observe th a t Bills embodying im portant Law Reforms are ready for our consideration, as 
also for regulating F ire  Brigades, for continuing Tolls for a b rief period, for amending the E x tra ­
dition of Criminals S tatu te and the H arbor T ru st A ct of 1876, all of which will receive our earnest
consideration. ,, , . , . , , ..i -u i • *

W e notice that it is not the intention of Your Excellency s Advisers to deal w ith the subjects
of Constitutional and Civil Service Reform a t present.

W e concur with Y our Excellency in the hope tha t our labors will, under the blessing ot
Divine Providence, conduce to the happiness and prosperity of the people.

The Honorable IT. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Address be now adopted.
Debate ensued.
Ouestion——*put 3/nd passed* .
T he Honorable W . Wilson moved, T hat the Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor by

the P r e s id e n t  and such Members as may desire to accompany him.
Question— put and passed.



D a y s  o f  B u s i n e s s .— The Honorable W. Wilson, with leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T h a t  
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in each week be the days on which the Council shall meet for 
the despatch of business during the present Sesssion, and that half-past four o’clock be the time of 
meeting on each day ; and that on Wednesday in each week the transaction of Government 
business shall take precedence of all other business.

Question—put and passed.

S t a n d in g  O r d e r s  Co m m it t e e .— The Honorable W. Wilson, with leave of the Council, moved, without 
notice, T hat the Honorables the President, T . T. a’Beckett, C. J .  Jenner, Sir C. Sladen, and
H. Cuthbert be appointed a Select Committee on the Standing Orders of the House.

Question—put and passed.

P r in t in g  C o m m it t e e .— The Honorable W. Wilson, with leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, 
T hat the Honorables N . Black, J .  Gumming, W. H ighett, T . Bromell, and J .  A . Wallace be 
appointed a Prin ting Committee ; and that papers presented to the House be referred to the said 
Committee for report.

Question—put and passed.

L ib r a r y  C o m m it t e e  ( J o in t ) .—The Honorable W. Wilson, w ith leave o f  the Council, moved, w ithout 
notice, T ha t the Honorables the President, F . T . Sargood, D r. Dobson, F . Robertson, and 
J .  Graham be members of the Jo in t Committee of both Houses to manage the Library.

Question— put and passed.

P a r l ia m e n t  B u il d in g s  C o m m it t e e  ( J o in t ) .— The Honorable W . Wilson, w ith leave of the Council, 
moved, w ithout notice, T hat the Honorables the President, S ir Charles Sladen, T . T . a’Beckett, 
C. J .  Jenner, and A. Fraser be members of the Jo in t Committee of both Houses to manage and 
superintend the Parliam ent Buildings.

Question—put and passed.

R e f r e s h m e n t  R ooms C o m m it t e e  ( J o in t ) .— The Honorable W. Wilson, with leave of the Council, moved, 
w ithout notice, T hat the Honorables T. J .  Sumner, T. F. Hamilton, R. Simson, G. F . Belcher, and 
the Mover, be members of the Jo in t Committee of both Houses to manage the Refreshment Rooms.

Question—put and passed.

C h a ir m a n  o f  C o m m it t e e s .— The Honorable W. Wilson, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without 
notice, T hat the Honorable C. J .  Jenner be Chairman of Committees.

Question— put and passed.

P a p e r .— The Honorable W. Wilson laid on the Table the following Paper :—
Supreme Court.— Regulas Generales (9th March, 1877).

Ordered to lie upon the Table.

P a p e r s .— The Honorable W. Wilson, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. Cable Conference.—̂ Report of Proceedings, &c., 1877, held in Sydney.
2. P ost Office Savings Bank.— Statement of Accounts, year ending 31st December, 1876.
3. Post Office and Telegraph Departm ent— Report upon—for the year 1876.
4. Land A ct 1869— Report of Proceedings taken under the provisions of—during year ending

31st December, 1876.
5. Voidance of Licence under 19th section, P a rt I I ,  of Land A ct 1869, in certain cases.— Order

in Council (8th January  1877).
6. Land A ct 1869.— Regulation.— Sale and removal of sand.— Order in Council.
7. State Forests A ct 1876.—Regulations.— Order in Council (15th May, 1877).
8. P ilo t Board— Accounts of—for year ending 31st A ugust, 1876.
9. Import, Export, Transhipment, and Shipping R etu rns— A  General Summary o f— w ith

A bstract of Customs Revenue for year 1876, and A bstract Comparative Table, years 
1873-6.

10. B allarat Mining D istric t—Fees for Survey of Tenements in (6 th  March, 1877).
11. Tramways for Mining Purposes—Leases of Land for (16th April, 1877).
12. M aryborough Mining D istrict—Polling Places for.— Order in Council (22ud January ,

13. Dunolly Reservoir—Mining Operations at.— Order in Council (12th February, 1877).
14. Beech worth and B allarat Mining D istrict—Polling Places for.— O rder in Council (29 th 

January , 1877).
15. Beechworth and Gippsland Mining D istrict—Polling Places for.— O rder in Council (15th 

January, 1877).
16. Spring Gully, Castlemaine— Carrying on Mining Operations in Reservoir at.— Order in 

Council (6th March, 1877).
17. Mines, Inspector of—Report of, for 1876.
18. Mineral Statistics of V ictoria for 1876.
19. Mining Surveyors and Registrars—Reports of, for Quarters ending 31st December 1876 and 

31st M arch 1877.
20. Industrial and Reformatory Schools.— Report of Inspector, 1876.



21. Penal Establishm ents and Gaols.— Report of A cting Inspector-G eneral for year 1876.
22. Diseases and D eaths in Establishm ents under charge of C hief Medical Officer, durin" l«76.
23. H ealth  Officer— R eport of, 1876.
24. Sanitary S tation— Report o f C hief Medical Officer for year 1876.
25. Insane, Hospitals for.— R eport of Inspector, 1876.

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable W . W ilson, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Thursday next.

Question— put and passed.

T he Council adjourned a t half-past five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday the 28th instant.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y ,  1 0 t h  J u l y , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  rea d  a  s e c o n d  t im e .

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk of the Parliam ents.





No. 3.

piinutts of tin; Srottedtnp
O P TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 2 8 t h  JUNE, 1877.
T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
E l e c t io n s  a n d  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  C o m m it t e e .— T he President laid on the Table for the second time the 

W arrant appointing the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
D e c l a r a t io n s  o f  M e m b e r s .— T he Honorables J .  P. Bear, T . T . a’Beckett, and J .  Henty, severally 

delivered to the Clerk the declarations required by the seventh clause of the A ct 32 Victoria, 
No. 334, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I, J o h n  P in n e y  B e a r , 
do declare and testify that I  am duly seised a t law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria, of the value of Two thousand 
five hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd 
further, tha t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes 
described hereunder, in the counties or reputed counties of Bourke, M ornington, and Grant, the 
description of which lands and tenem ents are as follow :—

“ T he farm known as ‘ Cheverstone,’ near ICeilor, about 343 acres of freehold, being allotments
C and D of section 18, parish of D outta Galla, county of Bourke.

“ T he farm known as ‘ Romsey B arton,’ about 280 acres of freehold, near Romsey, in the 
parish of Lancefield, county of Bourke.

“ Freehold, about 236 acres, near the township of Corinella, being portions 17, 18, and 19, 
parish of Corinella, county of M ornington.

“ Freehold near the suburbs of Geelong, about 25 acres, being portion of allotment 42, parish 
of Moorpanyal, county c f  G rant.

“  A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lauds and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts above described are rated in the rate-books of such municipal districts as 
follows :—A t over Two hundred and fifty pounds sterling per annum.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ J .  P. B E A R .”

“ In compliance writh  the provisions o f  the A ct 32 V ictoria, No. 334, I, J a m e s  H e n t y , do 
declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised a t law or in equity c f  an estate of freehold for my own use 
and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the Colony of Victoria, of the annual value of Four hundred 
pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : A nd further, that 
the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes of Duneed, 
Pakenham, Nar-nar-Goon, and town of Geelong, in the counties or reputed counties of G rant and 
Mornington, the description of which lands and tenements are as follow :

“  Freehold land, offices and stores, Brougham place, Geelong.
« A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni­

cipal districts of Barrabool, Berwick, and town of Geelong, are rated in the rate-books of such 
municipal districts as follows :—

“ In excess of Four hundred pounds (£400) per annum.
<< A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to oi become 

possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the puipose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ J A S . H E N T Y .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 "V ictoria, No. 334, I , T h o m a s  T u r n e r  
a ’B e c k e t t , do declare and testify that I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria of the annual value 
of Two hundred and fifty pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same : A nd further, th a t the' lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate 
in the county of Bourke, the description of which lands and tenements are as follow

1. Part, of allotment 19, block 14; city of Melbourne, in L ittle  Collins sticet, with buildings 
thereon, part known as Cottenham Chambers, and part formerly known as the Bishop s 
"Reprstrv.

“ 2 A part of portion 139, allotment B, of Crown allotment A , portion 144, and of allotment 
139a  in the parish of P rahran , with dwelling-house and out-buildings erected on the part 
of portion 139, allotment B, above-mentioned.

“ 3 Portion of Dendy’s special survey, consisting of two acres and a half, one acre having a 
frontage to Church street, and one acre and a half having frontages to Church street and 
Well street, on which are erected a dwelling-house and out-buildings.



“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the
municipal districts of St. Kilda and Brighton, and in the city of Melbourne, are rated in the rate­
books of such municipal districts and city respectively as follows :—

“ 1. Bated in the city of Melbourne at £400 per annum.
“ 2. Bated in the municipal district of St. Kilda at £300 per annum.
“ 3. Bated in the municipal district of Brighton at £115 per annum.

<£ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ T H O S. T . a’B E C K E T T .”
P a p e r s .— The Honorable W . Wilson, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 

Council the following Papers :—
1. Victorian Bailways. —  Beport of Board of Land and Works for half-year ending 31st

December, 1876.
2. U niversity of Melbourne.—Beport of Proceedings for year ending 31st May, 1877.

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s se m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 

following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r . P r e s i d e n t ,

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “A n  A c t to 
“ extend the time fo r  the Collection o f  Tolls,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chambers, Speaker.

Melbourne, 28th June, 1877.
T o l l s  C o l l e c t io n  B i l l .— The Honorable W. Wilson moved, T hat this Bill be now read  a  first time.

Question—put and passed.
Bill read a first time.
The Honorable W. Wilson moved, T hat the Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable W . Wilson moved, T hat the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same without amendment.
The Honorable W. Wilson moved, T hat the report of the Committee be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable 
W . Wilson, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable W. Wilson moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to extend the time fo r  the 
“ Collection o f Tolls.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— That a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill without amendment.
B o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l .— The President informed the Council that he had received a communication from 

the P rivate Secretary to His Excellency the Governor, intimating that it is the intention of His 
Excellency to proceed to the Legislative Council Chamber, this day, to assent to a Bill passed by the 
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly.

A p p r o a c h  o f  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The approach of His Excellency the Governor was 
announced by the Usher.

B o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l .— H is Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber and commanded 
the U sher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the Council Chamber ; who, being 
come with their Speaker, His Excellency was pleased to assent in H er M ajesty’s name to the 
following B i l l :—

“A n  A c t to extend the time fo r  the Collection o f  Tolls.”
The Boyal Assent being read by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in the following words :—

“ In  the name and on behalf of H er M ajesty I  assent to this Act.
“ G. F . BO W EN ,

“ Governor.”
The Clerk of the Parliaments delivered to Mr. Speaker a Schedule of the Bill assented to.
The Legislative Assembly withdrew.
His Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

A d j o u r n m e n t . The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on 
Tuesday, the 3rd proximo.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 1 0 t h  J u l y , 1877.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t i  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
G. W. R U SD EN ,

Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f the Parliam ents.



No. 4.
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OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 3r d  JULY, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

R e p l y  o f  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  to  A d d r e s s  o f  t h e  C o u n c il .— T he President announced to th e  Council 
that the Address to H is Excellency the Governor, in reply to his Speech, adopted on the 26th 
ultimo, had been presented in accordance w ith the resolution of the House to H is Excellency, and 
th a t H is Excellency had been pleased to make thereto the following reply :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  C o u n c il  :

I  thank you in the name of the Queen for this loyal Address. I  look forward with confidence 
to the results of your deliberations on the important business which will be laid before you, and on 
your cordial co-operation w ith the other branches of the Legislature in promoting the general welfare 
of this community.

G. F . BO W EN .
3rd Ju ly , 1877.

E l e c t i o n s  a n d  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  C o m m it t e e .— The President laid o n  th e  Table, for the third time, the 
W arran t appointing the Committee o f  Elections and Qualifications.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable W. Wilson, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T hat the 
House, at its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 10th 
instant.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 1 0 t h  J u l y , 1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 0 t h  JULY, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

T he President took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

P a p e r s .— T he Honorable W . W ilson, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, laid on the Table the 
following Papers :—

Statistical R egister of Colony of V ictoria—
P a r t I .— Blue Book.
P a rt I I .— Population.
P a r t  I I I .—Finance, &c.

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable W. W ilson, w ith leave of the  Council, moved, w ithout notice, T ha t the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 17th instant :—
“ County Courts L a w  A m endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 17th 
instant.

ORDER OF TH E DAY.

T u e s d a y , 1 7 t h  J u l y , 1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a se c o n d  t im e .

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.





No. 6.

OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 17t h  JULY, 1877.

T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

W r i t — R e t u r n  o f .— S o u t h -W e s t e r n  P r o v in c e .— The President announced to the Council that a W rit 
issued by him for the election of a Member to serve for the South-W estern Province in room of the 
Honorable H . C uthbert, who had accepted an office of profit under the Crown, had been returned 
to him, and that the R eturning Officer had certified “ tha t H enry C uthbert was duly elected in 
pursuance o f ” the W rit.

S w e a r in g  i n  o f  M e m b e r .— The Honorable H enry C uthbert being introduced, took and subscribed the 
Oath required by the thirty-second clause of the Constitution Act, and delivered to the Clerk the 
declaration required by the A ct 32 V ictoria, No. 334, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 V ictoria, No. 334, I , H e n r y  C u t h b e r t , 
do declare and testify th a t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria, of the value of Four thousand 
pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : And further, that the 
lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes of Cardigan, 
Burrum beet, and Ballarat, in the counties or reputed counties of Grenville and Ripou, the description 
of wrhich lands and tenements are as follow :—

“ Freehold land and premises, parish of Cardigan, where I  reside.
“ O ther freehold laud in said parish.
“ Freehold land and premises in the city of Ballarat.
“ Freehold land and premises in the parish of Burrum beet, and land in the parish of Ballarat.

“ A ud I  further declare tha t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the 
municipal districts of Ballarat, and Shire of Ballarat, are rated in the rate-books of such municipal 
districts as follow's :—A t over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“  And I  further declare that I have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“  H E N R Y  C U T H B E R T .”

P a p e r .— The Honorable H . C uthbert laid upon the Table the following Paper :—
Y an Y ean W ater Supply.— Statem ent of Expenditure under Loan A ct No. 531, Section 12, 

during year ending 30th June , 1877.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

P a p e r s .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. Exhibition, Sydney, 1876.— R eport of V ictorian Commissioners.
2. Observatory.— Tw elfth R eport of Board of Visitors.
3. Naval Defences.— Correspondence (November, 1876 to 3rd Ju ly , 1877).

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.
P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 24th instant :—

“ County Courts L a w  A m endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ app ly  out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  Seven hundred and ten thousand pounds to the 
“ service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and eight f  w ith w'hich they 
dpsire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chambers, Speaker.

M elb o u rn e , 17th J u ly ,  1877.



C o n s o l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B il l .— The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill b e  n o w  read a  first 
time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now read a second time.
Question—put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same without amendment.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed. t .
The President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of the Bill 

was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, 
was read a third time and paused.

The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A ct to apply out o f  the Con- 
solidated Revenue the sum o f  Seven hundred and ten thousand pounds to the service o f  the year 

<l One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and e ig h t'
Q u est io n — put and passed.
Ordered— T hat a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
R o y a l  A s s e n t  to B i l l .—The President informed the Council that he had received a communication from 

the Private Secretary to His Excellency the Governor, intimating that it is the intention of Ilis  
Excellency to proceed to the Council Chamber this day, a t a quarter past six o’clock, to assent in  
H er M ajesty’s name to a Bill passed by the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly.

A p p r o a c h  o f  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The approach o f  TIis Excellency the Governor w a s  
announced by the Usher.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l .— His Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber and commanded 
the U sher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the Council C ham ber; who being 
come with their Speaker, H is Excellency was pleased to assent in H er M ajesty’s name to the 
following B il l :—

“ A n  A c t to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  Seven hundred and ten thousand 
“ pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and  
“ eight."

The Royal Assent being read by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in the following words 
“ In  the name and on behalf of H er Majesty I  assent to this A ct.

“ G. F . BO W EN , .
“  Governor.”

The Clerk of the Parliam ents delivered to M r. Speaker a Schedule of the B ill assented to.
T he Legislative Assembly withdrew.
H is Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable II. Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T h a t the 
House, at its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at tw e n ty -f iv e  m in u tes  p a st s ix  o ’c lo ck  u n til h a lf-p a s t four  o ’c lo c k  on  T u e sd a y , th e  

2 4 th  in sta n t.

n o t ic e  o f  m o t io n  a n d  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .

T u e s d a y , 2 4 t h  J u l y , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. II. C u t h b e r t  : To move for leave to introduce a Bill to improve the Jurisdiction and 
Procedure of the Supreme Court, and for other purposes connected therewith.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a seco n d  tim e .

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.



No. 7.

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 24t h  JULY, 1877.

T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment. 

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.
D e c l a r a t io n  o f  M e m b e r .— T he Honorable T . Bromell delivered to the Clerk the declaration required 

by the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, as hereunder set fo r th :—
“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 32 Victoria, No. 334, I , T h o m a s  B r o m e l l ,

do declare and testify tha t I  am duly seised at law or in equity of an estate of freehold for my own 
use and benefit in lands or tenements in the Colony of Victoria, of the value of Two thousand five 
hundred pounds sterling money, above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same : And further, 
tha t the lands and tenements out of which such qualification arises are situate in the parishes of 
Cavendish, K arra walla, Karabel, and Mocanger, in the county or reputed county of Dundas, the 
description of which lands and tenements are as follow :—

(i Ten thousand acres, w ith dwelling-house, wool shed, and appurtenances. 
u A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands and tenements as are situate in the

municipal district of Dundas are rated in the rate-books of such municipal district as follows :
Over Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum.

“ And I  further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria.

“ T H O M A S B R O M E L L .”

P a p e r .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert, by command of His Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Paper

Public L ibrary, Museums, &c.— Report of Trustees for the year 1875-6.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable H. C uthbert laid on the Table the following Paper :—
Public Works Loan A ct, No. 428, and Railway Loan A ct 1873, No. 468 Statement of money 

applied under—during the year 1876-7.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  B i l l .— T he Honorable H. Cuthbert, in accordance with notice, moved for leave to biing 
in a Bill to improve the Jurisdiction  and Procedure of the Supreme Court, and for other purposes 
connected therewith.

Question— put and passed. .
Bill brought in, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, read a first time, ordered to be

printed, and the second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the /th  proximo.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesdajr, the 7th proximo :
“ County Courts L aw  Am endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable II. Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T h a t the
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday, the 7th A ugust.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at twrenty minutes to five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 7th 

proximo.



O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 7 t h  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l . — T o  b e  read  a  seco n d  tim e .

2 .  C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — T o b e  read  a seco n d  tim e .

G. W . R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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TUESDAY, 7t h  AUG UST, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt o f 
the following Messages from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ enable certain lands to be granted to the Corporation o f  the City o f  Melbourne fo r  the establish- 
“ ment o f  a General M arket in the sa id  City and  fo r  other purposes,” w ith which they desire the 
concurrence o f the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.,

Melbourne, 7th A ugust, 1877.
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ sanction the issue and  expenditure o f  certain sums fro m  £ The Public W orks L o a n  Account, 
“ ‘ 1872,’ f o r  Salaries, Wages, and  Contingencies, f o r  the service o f  the year ending the thirtieth  
“ day o f  Ju n e  One thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight,” w ith which they desire the con­
currence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 24th Ju ly , 1877.

M e l b o u r n e  M a r k e t  S i t e  B i l l .— The Honorable W . W ilson, in the absence of the Honorable I I  
Cuthbert, moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the  Honorable W. Wilson, ordered to be printed, and 

' the second reading made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 14th instant.
P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  A c c o u n t  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— T h e  H o n o r a b le  W . W ilso n  m o v ed , T h at this B ill  

b e  n o w  read  a first tim e.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable W. Wilson, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the 14th instant.
P a p e r s .— The Honorable W. Wilson, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, laid upon the Table 

the following Papers :—
1. Statistical Register, V ictoria, 1876.— P a r t IV .—V ital Statistics, &c.
2. Despatches from the R ight Honorable the Secretary o f State on mission of H is Excellency

Colonel Sir W illiam Jervois, at request of the A ustralian Colonies.
3. Land A ct 1869.— Fees payable under Sec. 49.— O rder in Council (25th June, 1877).
4. Land A ct 1869.— Licenses to cut Tim ber.— Order in Council (3rd Ju ly , 1877).
5. Schedule D to 18 & 19 V iet., Cap. 55.— E xpenditure under, 1876-7.
6. Lunatic Asylums.— Return of Inspector for six m onths ending 30th June , 1877.
7. Telegrams, S tate— Transmission of, to Country Newspapers.— Order in Council (26th Ju ly ,

1877).
8. Telegraphic Messages.— Extension of F ree Delivery of.— Order in Council (3rd Ju ly , 1877).
9. Telegraphic Press Messages.— Rates of Charge.-—O rder in Council (16th Ju ly , 1877).

10. P aris U niversal Exhibition, 1878— Despatches, &c., concerning.
11. Royal Commission for Paris Exhibition, 1878.— F irst Report (26tli Ju ly , 1877).

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.



P a p e r s .— The Honorable W. Wilson laid on the Table the following Papers :—
1. Education A ct 1872— Regulations under (3rd May, 1877).
2. In struc t ion ,  P u b l i c — Report of M inister of, for year 1876-7.

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

P e t it io n . The Honorable G. F . Belcher presented a Petition signed by Ellen Burke and others, styling
themselves Roman Catholics, resident at Geelong, praying for re lief in the m atter of Education. 

Petition received.
The Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

S u p r e m e  C o urt  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of 
this Bill being read, the Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, T ha t the Bill be now read a second time. 

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, T ha t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole Council. 
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next. 
Ordered.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable W. Wilson, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T hat the 
House, at its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 14th 
instant.

O R D E R S  OF T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 1 4 t h  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M e l b o u r n e  M a r k e t  S it e  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2. P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  A c c o u n t  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
3. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
4. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 14t h  AUGUST, 1877.
The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t it io n .— The Honorable R. S. Anderson presented a Petition  signed by Michael Kennedy and others, 

styling themselves Roman Catholics, resident at Mansfield, praying for re lief in the m atter of Education.
Petition  received.

M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ authorize the construction o f  certain lines o f  R a ilw a y  by the State f  also, a Bill intituled “ An. 
“ A c t to provide f o r  the R egula tion  and Inspection o f  M ines and a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ amend 1 The W aterworks A c t  1865,’ and fo r  other purposes; ” w ith  which they desire the con­
currence o f the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th A ugust, 1877.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a first 

time.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 21st instant.
R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be 

now read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an O rder of the Day for Tuesday, the 21st instant.
W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this Bill be 

now read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 21st instant.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l — C o m m it t e e  o n , A u t h o r i z e d  to  E x a m in e  W i t n e s s e s , & c. Hie 

Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat, upon committal of 
the Railway Construction Bill, the Committee be authorized to examine witnesses and call for papers.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable W. I lig h e tt presented a Petition, signed by A rth u r Woodhouse and others, 
styling themselves residents in the north and north-eastern suburban districts of Melbourne, and 
praying th a t the Railway Construction Bill may be so amended as to cause a railway line to l u n  
through the said districts.

Petition received.
T he Petition  was read at the Table by the Clerk. _
T he Honorable W . H ighett moved, T ha t the Petition be referred to the Committee to which the Rail- 

way Construction Bill may be referred.
Question— put and passed.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable D r. Dobson presented a Petition, signed by F . G. Miles and others, styling 
themselves residents in the Borough of Brunswick, and praying tha t the Outer Circle Railway Line 
may be sanctioned.

Petition  received.
T he Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P a p e r s . — The Honorable II . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. Parliam ent Buildings—F irs t Report of Royal Commission on.
2. F riendly Societies— Final Report of Royal Commission on.

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.



P a p e r .— The Honorable II . C uthbert laid on the Table the following Paper :—
V ictorian "Water Supply— Statem ent of application of Moneys to, during year ending 30th June , 

1877, under Loan A cts 428 and 531.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

M e l b o u r n e  M a r k e t  S i t e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill being read, 
the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
The Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the  President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the  Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed 

to the same w ith amendments.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T ha t the adoption of the Report be made an O rder of the D ay for 

Tuesday next.
Ordered.

P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  A c c o u n t  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— The O rder of the Day for the second reading of 
this B ill being read, the Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat the B ill be now considered in Committee of the  whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed to 

the same without amendment.
The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h at the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair p rin t of 

the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable
II. Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T hat the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to sanction the issue and  
“ expenditure o f  certain sums fro m  ‘ The Public W orks L oan  Account 1872,’ f o r  Salaries, W ages, 
“ and  Contingencies, fo r  the service o f  the year ending the thirtieth day o f  June  One thousand  
“ eight hundred and seventy-eight.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T hat a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  that the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further considera­

tion of this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read,
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed 

to the same w ith an amendment.
The Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T hat the adoption of the R eport of the Committee be made an 

Order of the Day for Tuesday next.
Ordered.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T h e  fo llo w in g  Order of th e  Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 21st instant—
“ County Courts L a w  Am endm ent B i l l ”— To be read a second time.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at six  o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 21st instant.

O R D E R S  OF T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 2 1 st  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— To be read a  second time.
3. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a  second time.
4 . M e l b o u r n e  M a r k e t  S it e  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
5. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
6 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the P arliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 2 1 s t  AUGUST, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
P e t it io n .—The Honorable J .  Graham presented a Petition, signed by R. XV. K. Martin and others, styling 

themselves residents at Heidelberg and its neighborhood, and praying tha t railway accommodation 
may be provided for them.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable N. Fitzgerald presented a Petition, signed by J .  F itzpatrick and others, styling 

themselves Roman Catholics attending the Metropolitan Church, Melbourne, praying for relief in the 
matter of education.

Petition received.
The Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable N . F itzgerald presented a similar Petition, signed by J .  Keys and others, 
styling themselves residents at N orth Fitzroy and N orth Carlton.

Petition received.
P e t it io n .— The Honorable J .  Gumming presented a Petition, signed by J .  Oddie and others, styling them­

selves inhabitants of the City and Town of Ballarat, in favor of a railway line from Avoca to 
St. Aruaud.

Petition received.
The Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t it io n .— The Honorable N. Fitzgerald presented a similar Petition, signed by J .  Robertson and others, 
styling themselves inhabitants of the Shire of Lexton.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable N. Fitzgerald presented a similar Petition, signed by J .  Henderson and others, 

styling themselves farmers and residents of the Shires of Avoca and St. Arnaud.
Petition received.

P e t it io n .— The Honorable R. S. Anderson presented a Petition signed by F . Talas and others, styling 
themselves selectors and residents in the XYaranga Shire, and praying that a railway line may be 
formed on the western side of the Goulburn River.

Petition received, and, on the motion of the Honorable R. S. Anderson, ordered to be referred to the 
Committee to which the Railway Construction Bill may be referred.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable A. Fraser presented a Petition, signed by A . Lowenstein_ and others, styling 
themselves members of a Railway League, and praying that a direct line of laihvay may be made 
from Maryborough to St. Arnaud.

Petition received.
The Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable G. F . Belcher presented a Petition signed by T. B arrett aud others, styling 
themselves Roman Catholic residents at Duneed, and praying for relief in the matter of education.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable R. D. Reid presented a Petition, signed by XV. H. Swallow and others, 

styling themselves residents on the eastern side of the Goulburn River, and praying that a railway 
line may be made on the eastern side of the Goulburn River.

P etition  received.
The Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .—The Honorable Sir S. XVilson presented a Petition, signed by VV. Read and others, praying for 
enquiry into the matter of constructing a railway from Avoca.

Petition received.
The Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable J .  P . Bear presented a Petition, signed by G. B. Taylor and others, styling 
themselves residents in the Shire of Boroondara, and praying that evidence may be taken m favor of
the Outer Circle Line of Railway. T ^  ^  ■ l i , „ . , ,, n __

Petition received, and, on the motion of the Honorable J . P . Bear, ordered to be referred to the Com­
mittee to which the Railway Construction Bill may be referred.



P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable F .  T. Sargood presented a  Petition signed by J .  Turnbull and others, styling 
themselves citizens of Melbourne, burgesses of the suburbs, and others, and praying th a t no line of 
railway may be sanctioned through the Botanical Gardens at Melbourne.

Petition received.
P a p e r . The Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the

Council the following Paper :—
Land A ct 1869.— Regulations as to Licenses to cut and remove Tim ber.— O rder in Council. 

(6 th  A ugust 1877.)
Ordered to lie on the Table.

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The O rder of the Day for the second reading of this B ill being read, 
the Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h at the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question—T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until Wednesday, the 22nd 
instant—-

“ R egulation and Inspection o j M ines B i l l ”— To be read a second time.
“  W aterworks A c t  I 8 6 0  Am endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

M e l b o u r n e  M a r k e t  S i t e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the adoption of the Report of the Committee 
of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the Report be 
noAv adopted.

Question—put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman of Committees had certified that the fair prin t of

the Bill was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable
LI. Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed.

The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T ha t the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to enable certain lands to
“ be granted to the Corporation o f  the City o f  Melbourne fo r  the establishment o f  a General
“ M arket in the said  City and fo r  other purposes.”

Question— put aud passed.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting them 

that the Council have agreed to the Bill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.
P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until Tuesday, the 28th 

in s tan t:—
“ Suprem e Court Jurisdiction and Procedure B i l l  ”— Adoption of Report.
“ County Courts L a w  Am endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Idonorable LI. Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T hat 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until two o’clock to-morrow.

Question— put and passed.
T he Council adjourned at nine o’clock until two o’clock on Wednesday, the 22nd instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND OKDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y , 2 2 n d  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 7 .
Government Business.

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1 . T he Hon. H e n r y  C u t h b e r t  : To move, T hat the House sit on Friday next a t Two o’clock.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
2. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
3. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

General Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

I .  The Hon. R. S im so n  : To move, That charts showing the various lines of railway now before this 
House, as also all competing lines tha t have been previously proposed and surveyed by the Railway 
D epartm ent— on colored lines—and a table showing the approxim ate expense of these various lines, 
be laid on the Table of this House for the information of Honorable Members while discussing the 
various lines of railway as now scheduled.

T u e s d a y , 2 8 t h  A u g u s t .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
2 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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W EDNESDAY, 2 2 n d  AUGUST, 1877.

T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
T he President took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a Petition, signed by J .  C. Clinch and others, styling 
themselves residents in the Parish  of Jik a , and praying that evidence may be taken in favor of the 
O uter Circle Line of Railw ay to Oakleigh.

Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n s .— The Honorable N . F itzgerald  presented Petitions severally from Roman Catholic residents a t 
Daylesford and at Collingwood, praying for re lief in the m atter of education.

Petitions received.

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The O rder of the D ay for the further consideration of this B ill in 
Committee of the  whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

T he Chairm an of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again this day.
Ordered.

A t t e n d a n c e  o f  M e m b e r  o f  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y  r e q u e s t e d .— T he Honorable S ir Charles Sladen, 
w ith  leave of the  Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t a Message be sent to the L egislative Assembly 
to request them  to give permission to M r. A . K . Smith, a M ember of th a t House, to attend, i f  he 
th ink fit, and give evidence before the Committee of the Legislative Council, on the subject o f the 
Railway Construction Bill.

Question— put and passed.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the
Council the following P aper :—

H ealth, Central Board of— Seventeenth R eport of (17th Ju ly  1877).
Ordered to lie on the Table.

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this B i l l  be n o w  further con* 
sidered in Committee.

Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
T he  President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until Thursday, the 23rd 
instant—1

“ R egulation  and  Inspection o f M ines B i l l ”— To be read a second time.
u . W aterworks A c t  1865 A m endm ent B i l l ”— To be read a second time.

R a il w a y  L in e s , C h a r t s , a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e  C o st  o f  C o n s t r u c t io n . — T he Honorable R . Simson, in 
accordance w ith notice, moved, That charts showing the various lines of railway now before this 
House, as also all competing lines that have been previously proposed and surveyed by the Railway 
D epartm ent— on colored lines— and a table showing the approxim ate expense of these various lines, 
be laid on the Table of this House for the information of Honorable Members while discussing the 
various lines of railway as now scheduled.

Question— put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable II. C uthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T hat 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until two o’clock to-morrow.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at half-past nine o’clock until two o’clock on Thursday, the 23rd instant.



W 
K>

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T h u r s d a y , 2 3 r d  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  of  M o t io n  :—

1 . The Hon. H e n r y  C'u t h b e r t  : To move, That th e  House s it  on Friday n e x t  a t  Two o’clock.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered iu Committee.

. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— T o be read a  se c o n d  tim e.

. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct I 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

T u e s d a y , 2 8 t h  A u g u s t .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— Adoption o f  Report.
2 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L aay A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a seco n d  tim e.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable J .  Graham  presented a Petition, signed by J .  F . Corbett and others, styling 

themselves Roman Catholic residents at St. Kilda, and praying for relief in the m atter o f education.
Petition received.

P e t it io n s .— T he Honorable N . F itzgerald presented, severally, similar Petitions from Roman Catholic 
residents at Gordons, a t Bacchus M arsh, and a t Ballan.

Petitions received.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a Petition from the Town of Hotham, a n d  under th e  

corporate seal thereof, in favor of the O uter Circle L ine of Railway.
Petition  received.

F r id a y  S i t t i n g .— The Honorable H. C uthbert, in accordance w ith notice, moved, T h a t the House sit on  
Friday next, at two o’clock.

Debate ensued.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he O rder of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Com­
mittee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Messages from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly acquaint the Legislative Council tha t they have given leave to 
Mr. A . K. Smith, a member of this House, to attend, if he think fit, to be examined as a witness, and 
give evidence before a Committee of the whole Council, on the Railway Construction Bill.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 22nd A ugust, 1877.
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ am end  ‘A n  A c t in titu led  “ A n  A c t  to amend the L a w  relating to Justices o f  the Peace, and fo r  
“ i “ other purposes,” ’” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd August, 1877.
J u s t ic e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  A ct  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T hat this B ill  be 

now read ft first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the 28tli instant.
P a p e r s .— T he Honorable IP. Cuthbert, by command of Plis Excellency the Governor, presented to the

Council the following Papers :—
Statistical Register— Victoria—

P art V .— Production.
P a r t  V I.— Accumulation.

O rdered severally to lie on the Table.
A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable PI. Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T hat 

the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until two o’clock on Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at a quarter-past ten o’clock until two o’clock on Tuesday, the 28th instant.



O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 2 8 t h  A u g u s t  1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read  a seco n d  tim e .

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in  Committee.
J u st ic e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a seco n d  tim e.

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— T o be read  a se c o n d  tim e.

W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a second tim e.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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The Council'met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable N . Black presented a Petition, signed by John  Cameron and others, styling 

themselves residents in the Shires of Hampden and M ortlake, and praying that a railway line to 
Camperdown may be sanctioned.

Petition received.
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u r is d ic t io n  a n d  P r o c e d u r e  B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the adoption of the 

Report of the Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable H. Cuthbert 
moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.

Question— put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman of Committees had certified that the fair prin t of 

the Bill was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable
H. Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to improve the Jurisdiction  
“ and Procedure o f  the Supreme Court and fo r  other purposes connected therewith.”

Question— put and passed.
O rdered—T hat the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therewith.
P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 4th proxim o:—

“ County Courts L aw  Am endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The O rder of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Com­

mittee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again this day.
Ordered.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled u A n  A c t to 

“ apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  Seven hundred and f i f t y  thousand pounds to 
“ the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and eight,” w ith which 
they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A Y  A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 28th August, 1877.

C o n s o l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( 2 ) .— T he Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be n o w  read a 
first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time.
T he Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.



The President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified that the fair print 
of the Bill was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable
II. Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to apply out o f  the 
“ Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  Seven hundred and f i f t y  thousand pounds to the service o f  the 
“ year One thousand eight hundred a?id seventy-seven and eight.”

Question— put and passed.
O rdered—That a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l s .— The President informed the Council that he had received a communication from 
the Private Sccivtary to H is Excellency the Governor, intimating that it is the intention of His 
Excellency to proceed to the Council Chamber this day, at a quarter past six o’clock, to assent in 
H er M ajesty’s name to certain Bills passed by the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly.

A p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he approach of H is Excellency the Governor was announced by the 
Usher.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B il l s .— His Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber and commanded 
the U sher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the Council Chamber ; who being 
come w ith their Speaker, H is Excellency was pleased to assent in H er M ajesty’s name to the 
following Bills :—

“A n  A c t to sanction the issue and expenditure o f  certain sums fro m  ‘ The Public W orks L oan  
“ i A ccount 1 8 7 2 ,’ fo r  Salaries, Wages, and  Contingencies, fo r  the service o f  the year  
“ ending the thirtieth day o f  June One thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight.”

“ A n  A c t to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  Seven hundred and f i f t y  
“ thousand pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy-' 
“ seven and eight.”

T he Clerk of the Parliam ents delivered to M r. Speaker a Schedule of the Bills assented to.
The Legislative Assembly withdrew.
His Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .—T h e Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now further 
considered in Committee of the whole Council,

Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.

' The President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-morrbw.
Ordered.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable II. Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, That 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until two o’clock to-morrow.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at six minutes past eleven o’clock until two o’clock on Wednesday, the 29th instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 2 9 t h  A u g u s t ,. 1 8 7 7 .
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B il l .— T o b e  further considered in  Committee.
2 . J u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — T o  be read a seco n d  tim e.
3. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— T o be read  a se c o n d  tim e.
4. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be rea d  a  second tim e.

T u e s d a y , 4 t h  S e p t e m b e r .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y : —

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o  be read  a seco n d  tim e.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The O rder of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Com­

m ittee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
O rdered.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“fu r th e r  amend the ‘ Loca l Government A c t  1 8 7 4 /” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 29th August, 1877.
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1874 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be 

now read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an O rder of the Day for Tuesday the 4 th  proximo.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable G. F  Belcher presented a Petition, signed by Joh n  Watson and others, styling 

themselves fishermen at and near Qucenscliff, and praying that a line of Railway to QueensclifI may 
be constructed.

Petition  received, and, on the motion of the Honorable G. F . Belcher, referred to the Committee on 
the Railway Construction Bill.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H. C uthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, I  hat 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until two o’clock to-morrow.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at half-past ten o’clock until two o’clock on Thursday, the 30th instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T h u r s d a y , 3 0 t h  A u g u s t , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
2. J u s t ic e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
3. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

T u e s d a y , 4 t h  S e p t e m b e r .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l ..— T o b e  read a seco n d  tim e.
2 L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct 1874 A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— T o be read a seco n d  tim e .

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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THURSDAY, 30t h  AUGUST, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.
P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable N . Fitzgerald presented a Petition, signed by Daniel Brophy and others, styling 

themselves Roman Catholics, resident a t Ballarat, and praying for relief in the m atter of education. 
Petition  received.
T he Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable N . F itzgerald presented a similar P etition  from Roman Catholic residents at 
W est Melbourne and Hotham .

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable J .  Gumming presented a similar Petition  from Roman Catholic residents a t

A rara t.
Petition received.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable C. J .  Jen n er presented a similar Petition  from Roman Catholic residents at 
Smythesdale.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n . — T he Honorable F . T . Sargood presented a Petition, signed by W. Reynolds and others, styling 

themselves residents in the north and north-eastern suburban districts of Melbourne, and praying 
th a t railway communication may be accorded to them.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n — The Honorable F . T . Sargood presented a Petition , signed by Joseph Green, styling him self 

M ayor of Hotham, and Chairm an of a public meeting, praying th a t professional evidence may be 
taken by the Legislative Council in favour of the railway scheme known as “ Millane s, to connect 
Melbourne w ith Oakleigh.

Petition received.
The P etition  was read at the Table by the Clerk.

R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t i o n  B i l l . — The O rder of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Com­
m ittee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

T he Chairman left the Chair.
A b s e n c e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . — T he President h a v in g  informed the C lerk of the Council b y  letter tha t he 

“ as prevented from attending in his place, the Chairman of Committees took the Chair as Deputy
President.

R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t i o n  B i l l . — The Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout 
notice, T h a t the further consideration of this B ill in Committee of the whole Council be made an 

■Order of the Day for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until Tuesday, the 4th
instant—■ .

“ Justices o f  the Peace A c t Am endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.
“ R egula tion  and Inspection o f  M ines B i l l ”— T o  be read a second time.
« W aterworks A c t  1865 Am endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.-The Honorable H. Cuthbert, with leave of the Council, moved, without notice, That the 
House, at its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next, at three o clock.

Question— put and passed.
T he Council adjourned a t twenty minutes to seven o'clock, until three o’clock on Tuesday, the  4 th proximo.



O R D E R S  OF T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 4 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— T o b e  read  a se c o n d  t im e .
2 .  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct 1 8 7 4  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a seco n d  tim e.
3 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T o b e  fu rth er  co n sid ered  in  C om m ittee .
4 . J u s t ic e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a seco n d  t im e .
5 . R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— T o be rea d  a se c o n d  t im e .
6 . W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  second  tim e .

G. W. R U SD EN ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 4t h  SEPTEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the Prayer.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable Sir S. Wilson presented a Petition, signed by J . F . Fitzgerald and others, 
styling themselves Roman Catholic residents at Stawell, and praying for relief in the matter of 
education.

Petition received.

P e t i t i o n .  The Honorable F. T. Sargood presented a Petition from the Corporation of the Melbourne and
Hobson’s Bay United Railway Company, and under the corporate seal thereof, praying to be heard 
by counsel against certain provisions in the Railway Construction Bill.

Petition received.
The Honorable F. T. Sargood moved, That the Petition be printed, and be referred to the Committee 

on the Railway Construction Bill.
Question—put and passed.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable W. Campbell presented a Petition, signed by T. W. Backhaus and others, 
styling themselves Roman Catholic residents at Sandhurst, and praying for relief in the matter of 
education.

Petition received.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable H. Cuthbert presented a Petition from the Shire of Gardiner, and under the 
corporate seal thereof, praying for railway accommodation in the said Shire.

Petition received.
P o s t p o n e m e n t s . — The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until after the disposal 

of the succeeding Order of the Day :—
“ County Courts L a w  Am endm ent B il l”— To be read a second time.
“ Local Government A c t 1874 Am endm ent B il l”— To be read a second time.

R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in 
Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 11th instant 
“ County Courts L a w  Am endm ent B il l”— To be read a second time.

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1874 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this 
Bill being read, the Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time. , . „ . - ,, . ,
The H o n o ra b le  H. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole

Council.
Q u estio n — p u t and p a ssed .
Question—That the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair. ,
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on I  uesday next.
Ordered.



J u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading o f  this 
Bill being read, the Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, That the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, That the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— That the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same without amendment.
The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, That the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman o f Committees had certified that the fair print of the 

Bill was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable R. S. 
Anderson, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, That the title of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to amend an A c t  
“ in titu led  ‘ A n  A c t to amend the L a w  relating to Justices o f  the Peace and fo r  other purposes*  ”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— That a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 

agreed to the Bill without amendment.

R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — The Order o f  the Day for the second reading o f  this 
Bill being read, the Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council. . 1
Question— put and passed.
Question— That the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b ly .— The President announced to the Council the receipt o f  the 
following Messages from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ enable certain Lands to be granted  to the Corporation o f  the City o f  M elbourne fo r  the 
“ establishment o f  a G eneral M arket in the said City and  f o r  other purposes,” and acquaint the 
Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendments made therein by 
the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 4th September, 1877.
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled il A n  A c t to 
“  validate certain paym ents heretofore made out o f'm oneys raised  under the P u b lic  W orks Loan  
“ A c t o f  1868, the Public W orks L oan  A c t 1872, and the P a ilw a y  L oan  A c t  1876,” with which 
they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 4th September, 1877.

P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l . — The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, That this 
B ill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the

second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Wednesday, the 5th instant:—
“ W aterworks A c t  1865 A m endm ent B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.

The Council adjourned at half-past six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Wednesday, the 5th instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y ,  5 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1877.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t i o n  B i l l . — To be further considered in Committee.
2 .  R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — To be further considered in  Committee.
3 . W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be read a second time.



General Business.
N o t ic e s  o p  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. S i r  C. S l a d e n  : To move, That a Return be furnished to this House containing information
on the subject of the lands of the Colony, under the following heads :—

(1.) The total number of landed proprietors in Victoria on the 1st day of January, 1877, whose land 
is situated elsewhere than in any city, town, or borough, distinguishing those holding in fee-simple 
from those holding under lease or license from the Crown, as to which the lessee or licensee 
respectively has any right, absolute or conditional, of acquiring the fee-simple,

(2.) The total number of persons holding landed estates of which severally the capital value is in 
excess o f £2500.

(3.) The acreage of all land liable to be taxed under the provisions of the B ill “ To impose a Land 
Tax ” now before Parliament, classified as follows :—

a. Land o f the 1st class, capable o f carrying two sheep or more to the acre.
b. Land o f the 2nd class, capable of carrying three sheep to two acres and less than two sheep to

the acre.
c. Land o f the 3rd class, capable of carrying one sheep to the acre and less than three sheep to 

two acres.
d. Land of the 4th class, not capable of carrying one sheep to the acre.

Distinguishing under each of the four classes the land held in fee-simple from that held 
under lease, &c.

e. The rateable and the annual value of the aggregate acreage of each of the said classes of land, 
liable to taxation as above.

f .  The rateable and the annual value of the aggregate acreage o f the land proposed to be 
exempted from taxation.

2. The Hon. R. S im s o n  : To move for a Return showing the number and extent of all estates proposed
to be taxed by the proposed Land Tax B ill now before Parliament, and the amount for which each of 
these estates is encumbered by registered mortgage as shown in the Registrar-General’s Department ; 
and that the Return asked for be laid on the Table of this House prior to the consideration of the 
said Bill by the Legislative Council.

T u e s d a y , 1 1 th : S e p t e m b e r .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be read a second time.
2. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t  1874 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be further considered in Committee.
3. P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l . — T o  be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable C. J . Jenner presented a Petition, signed by P . Donaher and others, styling 

themselves Roman Catholic residents at Colac, and praying for relief in the matter of education.
Petition received.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable R. Simson presented a similar Petition from Roman Catholic residents at 
Coleraine.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable A . Fraser presented a similar Petition from Roman Catholic residents at 

Clunes.
Petition received.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable N. Black presented a similar Petition from Roman Catholic residents at 
Hamilton.

Petition received.
R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in 

Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chau*.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the further consideration of 
this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again on the next day o f  
meeting of the Council.

Ordered.
P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 11th instant:—

“ W aterworks A ct 1865 Amendment B ill  ”— To be read a second time.
L a n d  P r o p r i e t o r s ,  a n d  A c r e a g e  V a l u e  o f  L a n d s .—The Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance with 

notice, moved, That a Return be furnished to this House containing information on the subject of 
the lands of the Colony, under the following heads :—

(1.) The total number of landed proprietors in Victoria on the 1st day of January, 1877, whose land 
is situated elsewhere than in any city, town, or borough, distinguishing those holding in fee-simple 
from those holding under lease or license from the Crown, as to which the lessee or licensee 
respectively has any right, absolute or conditional, o f acquiring the fee-simple.

(2.) The total number of persons holding landed estates of which severally the capital value is in 
excess of £2500.

(3.) The acreage of all land liable to be taxed under the provisions of the Bill “ To impose a Land 
Tax ” now before Parliament, classified as follows :—

a. Land of the 1st class, capable o f  carrying two sheep or more to the acre.
b. Land of the 2nd class, capable of carrying three sheep to two acres and less than two sheep to

the acre.
c. Land of the 3rd class, capable o f carrying one sheep to the acre and less than three sheep to 

two acres.
d. Land of the 4th class, not capable of carrying one sheep to the acre.

Distinguishing under each of the four classes the land held in fee-simple from that held
under lease, &c.

e. The rateable and the annual value of the aggregate acreage of each of the said classes of land, 
liable to taxation as above.

f .  The rateable and the annual value of the aggregate acreage of the land proposed to be 
exempted from taxation.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.



A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, without notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 11th instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 1 1 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 7 7 .
N o t ic e s  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. R. S im so n  : To move, T hat the Postm aster-G eneral lay on the Table of this House, on the
nex t day of meeting, Traffic Circular No. 1 1 4 /7 7 , showing the alterations made for conveyance of 
live stock to the various Exhibitions of Stock in this Colony.

2 . The Hon. R. S im s o n  : To move for a R eturn  showing the num ber and extent of all estates proposed
to be taxed by the proposed Land T ax  Bill now before Parliam ent, and the amount for which each of 
these estates is encumbered by registered mortgage as shown in the Registrar-G eneral’s Departm ent ; 
and tha t the R eturn asked for be laid on the Table of this House prior to the  consideration of the 
said Bill by the Legislative Council.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2 . L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct  1 8 7 4  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
3. P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l id a t in g  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
5. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
6 . W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
T he P resident took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable F . Robertson presented a Petition, signed by Michael Quinlan and others, styling 

themselves Roman Catholic residents a t Kilmore, praying for relief in the m atter of education.
Petition received.
T he P etition  was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable R. D . Reid presented a similar Petition  from Roman Catholic residents at 
Tarraville.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented a similar Petition  from  Roman Catholic residents at 

Anakie, D arriw il, E laine, L ethbridge, Meredith, and Steiglitz.
Petition received.

P e t i t i o n s .— T he Honorable W. Campbell presented similar Petitions from Kyneton, from M almesbury and 
Taradale, from Tylden, from Woodend, and from Redesdale.

Petitions received.
T r a f f i c  C i r c u l a r  r e s p e c t i n g  C o n v e y a n c e  o f  L i v e  S t o c k .— T he Honorable R , Simson, in accordance 

w ith notice, moved, T hat the Postm aster-General lay on the Table of th is House, on the nex t day of 
meeting, Traffic C ircular No. 114/77, showing the alterations made for conveyance of live-stock to 
the various Exhibitions of Stock in this colony.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.

E s t a t e s  p r o p o s e d  t o  b e  t a x e d  a n d  E n c u m b r a n c e s  t h e r e o n .— T he Honorable R . Simson, in 
accordance w ith notice, moved for a R eturn showing the number and extent of all estates proposed 
to be taxed by the proposed Land T ax  Bill now before Parliam ent, and the amount for w hich each of 
these estates is encumbered by registered m ortgage as shown in the R egistrar G eneral’s D epartm en t; 
and that the R eturn  asked for be laid on the Table of this House prior to the consideration of the 
said Bill by the Legislative Council.

Debate ensued.
Motion, by leave, w ithdraw n.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until after the disposal of 
the succeeding O rder of the Day :—

u County Courts L a w  A m endm ent B i l l ”— To be read a  second time.
“  L o ca l Government A c t  1874 A m endm ent B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
“  P ublic W orks L oan  E xpenditure  V alidating  B ill  ”— To be read a second time.

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this Bill in  
Committee of the whole Council being read, the P resident left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt o f  the 
following M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ impose a L a n d  T a x ,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.
C. G A Y  A N  D U F F Y ,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.
Melbourne, September, 1877



L a n d  T a x  B il l .— The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T h a t  this Bill be now read a first time.
Question— put and passed. /
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II. Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the Day for Wednesday, the 12th instant.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable J .  P . Bear presented a Petition, signed by M. Carey and others, styling them ­

selves Roman Catholic residents at Brighton, and praying" for re lief in the m atter of education.
Petition received.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the Day were severally postponed until Wednesday, the 12th 
instant :—

“ County Courts L aw  Am endm ent B i l l”— To be read a second time.
u Local Government A c t 1874 Am endm ent B i l l ”— To be further considered in Committee,
“ Public W orks L oan E xpenditure Validating B ill  ”— To be read a second time. _
“ Regulation  and Inspection o f  Mines B i l l  ”— To be further considered in Committee.
“ W aterworks A c t  1865 Am endm ent B il l  ”— To be read a second time.

T he Council adjourned at twenty minutes to twelve o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 
12th instant.

O R D E E S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 1 2 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
2 .  L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  seco n d  tim e.
3 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a se c o n d  t im e . _ _
4. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct 1 8 7 4  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To b e  fu r th e r  c o n s id e ie d  m  Commi te e .
5. P u b l i c  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l . — T o  b e  rea d  a se c o n d  tim e.
6. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in  Committee.
7*. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  seco n d  tim e .

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable A . F raser presented a Petition, signed by M. C. Carey and others, styling them ­

selves Roman Catholics, resident a t St. A rnaud and K ara K ara, and praying for relief in the m atter 
of education.

Petition  received.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable S ir S. Wilson presented a similar Petition from Roman Catholics resident at 

Terang.
Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable F . Robertson presented a similar Petition from Roman Catholic residents a t 
Creswick.

Petition  received.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert presented a similar Petition from Roman Catholic residents at 

Wavrnambool.
Petition received.

R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The O rder of the Day for the further consideration o f  this Bill in  C om ­
mittee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

T he Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again this day.
Ordered.

L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
second reading of the  Land T ax  Bill be made an O rder of the Day for W ednesday, the 26th instant.

Question—put and passed.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T ha t this B ill b e  now further 

considered in Committee.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the  Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

T he Council adjourned at ten minutes past eleven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 
13th instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T h u r s d a y , 1 3 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1877.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
2. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—T o be read a second time.
3. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct  1874 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
4. P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l id a t i n g  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
5. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
6. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

W e d n e s d a y , 2 6 t h  S e p t e m b e r .
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— T o b e  rea d  seco n d  tim e .

G. W . E U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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THURSDAY, 13t h  SEPTEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this Bill in 

Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on 1  uesday next.
Ordered.

The Council adjourned at ten minutes to seven o’clock until half-past four o clock on Tuesday, the 18th 
instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 1 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. The Hon. W . H ig h e t t  : To move, T ha t a R eturn be laid on the Table of this House showing the 

number of electors for the Legislative Council on the roll for each electoral piovince, distinguishing 
those who are Ratepayers from those on the G eneral Roll.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
2. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time. ^
3. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct  1874 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be further consideied in Committee.
4 . P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l id a t in g  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
5. R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — T o be further considered in Committee.
6 . W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be read a second time.

W e d n e s d a y , 2 6 t h  S e p t e m b e r .

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 18t h  SEPTEMBER, 1877.

T he Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable F . Robertson presented a Petition signed by M. Kelly and others, styling them ­

selves Roman Catholic residents at Castlemaine, and praying for relief in the matter of education. 
Petition received.

T r a f f ic  C ir c u l a r  r e s p e c t in g - C o n v e y a n c e  o f  L i v e  S t o c k .— T he Honorable II. Cuthbert laid on the 
Table a R eturn to the Order of the Council, made on the 11th instant.

P a p e r .— The Honorable H. C uthbert laid on the Table the following Paper
Fisheries A ct 1873.— Notice in Government Gazette of intention to substitute one weight for 

another respecting gar-fish.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

E l e c t o r s  in  P r o v in c e s .— The Honorable W . Ilighett, in accordance w ith notice, moved, T hat a R eturn 
be laid on the Table of th is House, showing the number of Electors for the Legislative Council on 
the roll for each electoral province, distinguishing those who are Ratepayers from those on the 
General Roll.

Question— put and passed.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— E v id e n c e  a t  t h e  B a r .— The Honorable H. Cuthbert, w ith leave of the 

Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the evidence taken at the Bar of the House, in Committee of 
the whole Council, be printed.

Question— put and passed.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in 

Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed

to the same with amendments.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day for

to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t . — The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 2dth instant 
“ County Courts L a w  A m endm ent B i l l”—To be read a second time.

L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  A ct 1874 A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration 
of this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the C h a u .

T he Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agree
to the same without amendment.

The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.

T h fp re sU e n t haviDgroported that the Chairman of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of the 
Bill was in accordance with the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the mot,on. o f the Honorable H .

T h ? H ™ ^  t i t lc o f  the BiU be “ A n  A c t to J u n k e r  amend ‘ The
“ ‘ Local Government A c t  1874.’ ”

O rdercT -^ThaLa M ^ g e  be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 
agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.



P u b l ic  W o r k s  L o a n  E x p e n d i t u r e  V a l id a t in g  B i l l .— The Order of the D a y  for the second reading 
of this Bill being read, the Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
Bill read a second time. ;
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance with the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable
H. Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed .

The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T hat the title of the Bill he “ A n  A c t to validate certain paym ents 
“ heretofore made out o f  moneys raised under ‘ The Public W orks L oan  A c t  o f  1 8 6 8 ,’ ‘ The Public  
“  ‘ W orks Loan A c t  1 8 7 2 /  and  ‘ The R a ilw ay L o a n  A c t  1 8 7 6 .’ ”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— That a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill without amendment.

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the further consideration of 
this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the P resident left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Wednesday, the 
19th instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 1 9 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
2 . R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T o be further considered in Committee.
3 . W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a  second time.

T u e s d a y , 2 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

W e d n e s d a y , 2 6 t ii  S e p t e m b e r .
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

Gr. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the P arliam ents.
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W EDNESDAY, 19t h  SEPTEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

E l e c t o r s  i n  P r o v in c e s .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert laid on the Table a R eturn  to the  O rder o f the 
Council, made on the 18th instant.

R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B il l '.— T he Order of the D ay for the adoption of the  Report of the Committee 
of the whole Council on this Bill being called on, the Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T hat the 
Order of the Day be discharged, w ith  a view  to the re-com m ittal of the Bill.

Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the Bill be now re-com m itted— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
The P resident left the  Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ith further amendments.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the  Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T ha t the  th ird  reading of the Bill be made an O rder of the Day 

for the nex t day of meeting of the Council.
Question— put and passed.

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the further consideration of 
this B ill in Committee of the  whole Council being read, the P resident left the Chair.

The Chairm an of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 
to the same w ith amendments.

The Honorable A . F raser moved, T h a t the B ill be now re-committed.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the P resident do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he P resident left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on the nex t day of meeting 

of the Council.
Ordered.

E l e c t o r s  i n  P r o v in c e s .— T he Honorable W . ITighett, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, 
T h a t the R etu rn  laid on the Table of the  House this day be printed.

Question— put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T ha t the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until W ednesday next.

Question— put aud passed.

The Council adjourned at half-past seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 26th instant.



NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y , 2 6 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 . '

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— To b e  rea d  a seco n d  tim e.
2  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T o  b e  rea d  a th ir d  tim e .
3*. R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — T o be further considered in Committee.
4 . W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o  b e  read  a seco n d  tim e.
5 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a se c o n d  tim e .

G eneral Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move for leave to introduce a Bill for amending “  The Police Offences 
“ Statute  1 8 6 5 .”

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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W EDNESDAY, 2 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1877.

T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The P resident took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable N. F itzgerald  presented a Petition, signed by T . Roche and others, styling 
them selves Roman Catholic residents at and near Echuca, and praying for relief in the m atter of 
education.

P etition  received.

P a p e r s .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert laid on the Table certain “ A bstracts of R eturns furnished by Shire 
Councils as to properties over 640 acres w ithin the several sh ires” w ith  memoranda attached thereto.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this B ill being read, the Honorable
H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Amendm ent moved by the Honorable Sir C. Sladen, T h a t all the words after the word “ T ha t ” be 
omitted, w ith  a view to insert the following words instead thereof :—

“ W hereas the  B ill contains provisions for the creation of a tribunal, w ith unusual powers, 
including th a t of fining and imprisonment, w ithout the customary safeguards for the 
proper and lawful exercise of such pow ers;

“ A nd whereas some of those powers authorize an interference w ith the liberty of the subject;
“ And whereas under the 1st section of the Constitution A c t the  Legislative Council are given 

equal power w ith the Legislative Assem bly ‘in making laws in and for Victoria in all cases 
w hatsoever’ ;

“ A nd whereas this power of the  Council is qualified by the 56th section of the said A ct, and the 
Council are thereby prohibited from altering, although they  may reject Bills for appro­
priating any part of the revenue, and for imposing any duty, rate, or t a x ;

“ A nd whereas in legislation of so grave a character as to deprive any man of his liberty, the 
Legislative Council not only have the righ t to exercise a free, separate, and deliberate 
vote, but it  is incum bent on them  to maintain th a t righ t as a duty they owe to the 
C onstitu tion ;

“ A nd whereas, having for its object the imposition of a tax , the Bill is one which, by the 56th 
section of the said A ct, the Council may reject but cannot alter, and therefore they are 
precluded from dealing w ith  other m atters contained in the. same Bill in such a manner as 
to  give effect to their deliberate judgm ent;

“ Therefore this Bill be laid aside.”
D ebate ensued.
T he  Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the  debate be adjourned until to-morrow.

Question—put and passed.

The Council adjourned at tw enty-five minutes past ten o’clock until half-past four o clock on Thursday, 
the 27th instant.



NOTICE OF MOTION AN D  ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T h u r s d a y , 2 7 t h  S e p t e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
L  The Hon. S ir  C. S l a d e n  : To move for leave to  introduce a Bill for amending “ The Police Offences 

u Statute  1865.”

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— T o b e  rea d  a seco n d  tim e .
2 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T o b e  rea d  a th ir d  tim e .
3 *. R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — To be further considered in Committee.
4 ' W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — T o  b e  rea d  a seco n d  t im e .
5 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  rea d  a se c o n d  t im e .

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents .
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THURSDAY, 27t h  SEPTEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

P a p e r s .—T he Honorable H . C uthbert, by command o f  H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. Telegraph Cables. —  Correspondence concerning Evidence of M r. A udley Coote at a
Conference in Sydney in 1875.

2. T elegraph Cable via U nited S tates— Correspondence concerning.
3. L and A c t 1869— Regulations concerning occupation of Sale M unicipal Common under

49th  section.— Order in Council (13th September, 1877).

O rdered severally to lie on the Table.

L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the resumption of the  debate on the question,— “ T h a t this 
B ill be now read a second tim e,” and the amendment moved thereon,— “ T h at all the words after the 
word ‘ T h a t ’ be omitted, w ith  a view to insert the following words instead thereof :—

“ W hereas the  B ill contains provisions for the creation of a tribunal, w ith unusual powers, 
including th a t of fining and imprisonment, w ithout the customary safeguards for the 
proper and lawful exercise of such pow ers;

“ A nd whereas some of those powers authorize an interference w ith the liberty of the subject;
“ A nd w hereas under the 1st section of the Constitution A ct the Legislative Council are given 

equal power w ith  the Legislative Assembly ‘in making laws in and for Victoria in all cases 
w hatsoever’ ;

“ A nd  whereas th is power of the Council is qualified by the 56th section of the said A ct, and the 
Council are thereby prohibited from altering, although they may reject Bills for appro­
priating any part of the  revenue, and for imposing any duty, rate, or t a x ;

“ A nd whereas in legislation of so grave a  character as to deprive any man of his liberty, the 
Legislative Council not only have the right to exercise a free, separate, and deliberate 
vote, but it  is incumbent on them to maintain th a t righ t as a duty they owe to the 
C onstitu tion ;

“ A nd whereas, having for its object the  imposition of a tax , the Bill is one which, by the 56th 
section of the said A ct, the Council may reject but cannot alter, and therefore they are 
precluded from dealing w ith  other m atters contained in the same Bill in such a mannei as 
to give effect to their deliberate judgm en t;

“ Therefore this B ill be laid aside,”—  
being read— the debate was resumed.

T h e  Honorable Sir S. W ilson moved, T h a t the debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at a quarter past eleven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 2nd 

proximo.



NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 2 n d  O c t o b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move for leave to introduce a  Bill for amending “ The Police Offences 

“ Statute 1 8 6 5 .”

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. L a n d  T a x  B il l .— Adjourned debate on second reading.
2 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be read a th ird  time.
3. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
4 . W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be read a second time.
5 . C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the Prayer.
P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  I 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith 

notice, moved for leave to bring in a Bill for amending “ The Police Offences Sta tute  1865.” 
Question— put and passed.
B ill brouo-ht in, and, on the motion of the Honorable Sir C. Sladen, read a first time, ordered to be 

printed^* and the second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the 16th instant.
L a n d  T a x  B i l l . T he Order of the D ay for the  resumption of the debate on the question,— “ T h at this

B ill be now read a second tim e,” and the amendment moved thereon,— “ T h a t all the words after the 
word ‘ T h a t ’ be omitted, w ith  a view to insert the following words instead thereof :—

“ W hereas the B ill contains provisions for the creation of a tribunal, w ith unusual powers, 
including th a t of fining and imprisonment, w ithout the customary safeguards for the 
proper and lawful exercise of such pow ers;

“ A nd whereas some of those powers authorize an interference w ith the liberty of the su b jec t;
“ A nd whereas under the 1st section of the Constitution A ct the Legislative Council are given 

equal power w ith  the Legislative Assem bly ‘in m aking laws in and for Victoria in all cases 
w hatsoever ’ ;

“ A nd whereas th is power of the  Council is qualified by the 56th section of the said A ct, and the 
Council are thereby prohibited from altering, although they may reject Bills for appro­
priating any part of the revenue, and for imposing any duty, rate, or t a x ;

“ A nd whereas in legislation of so grave a character as to deprive any man of his liberty, the 
Legislative Council not only have the righ t to exercise a free, separate, and deliberate 
vote, bu t it is incumbent on them  to m aintain th a t righ t as a duty they owe to the 
C onstitution;

“ A nd whereas, having for its object the imposition of a  tax , the Bill is one which, by the 56th 
section of the said A ct, the Council may reject but cannot alter, and therefore they aie 
precluded from dealing w ith  other m atters contained in the same Bill in such a manner as 
to give effect to their deliberate judg m en t;

“ Therefore th is Bill be laid aside,”—  
being read— the debate was resumed.

Question— T h at the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the question— put.

F . Robertson 
J .  A . W allace 
A . Fraser 
J .  H enty
T . T . a’B eckett (T e ller).

TUESDAY, 2 n d  OCTOBER, 1877.

Council divided.
Contents, 16. 

T he Hon. H. Cuthbert
N ot Contents, 11. 

The Hon. J .  P . Bear
W . H ighett 
T . Bromell 
J .  Gumming 
Sir S. W ilson 
R. Simson 
Dr. Dobson 
J .  G raham  
W. Campbell 
N . Black
Sir C. Sladen (T e lle r).

R, S. Anderson 
W. W ilson 
T. J .  Sumner 
G. W . Cole 
C. J .  Jen n er 
J .  Balfour 
G. F . Belcher 
R. D. Reid 
T . F . Ham ilton 
J .  Buchanan

T he question was therefore passed.



Question— T hat the Bill be now read a second time— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport of the Committee be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at a quarter to seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 3rd 
instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 3 r d  O c t o b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

1. T he Hon. J .  P . B e a r . : To ask the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral if the Government intend, during
the present session, to introduce a B ill providing for the levying of differential rates on separate 
ridings of shires.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

* 1. L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— To be read a  th ird  time.
2 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— To be read a th ird  time.
3. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
4 . W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
5. C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

T u e s d a y , 1 6 t h  O c t o b e r .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y : —
1. P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

T he P resident took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

L a n d  T a x  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the  th ird  reading of this B ill being read, the Honorable
H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  B ill be now read a th ird  time.

A m endm ent moved by the  Honorable Sir C. Sladen, T h a t all the words after the  word “ T h a t ” be 
omitted, w ith  a view to insert the  following words instead thereof : “ this Bill is unjust—

“ Because, not like the Incom e T a x  of the U nited  Kingdom which, w hilst the needy few are 
excepted from its incidence, is diffused generally over the large m ajority, this T ax  seeks out 
invidiously a few of the  more w ealthy from the whole mass of proprietors of real estate, and makes 
them  bear exclusively the burden -which ought to have been distributed equitably over a l l :

“ Because, in addition to the  annual tax  charged upon the land, a  corresponding depreciation 
of the capital value of such land m ust necessarily ensue, w hich w ill be attended w ith  no benefit or 
advantage to the State, bu t is an irreparable loss to the  proprietor :

“ Because, in imposing a L and T ax , the  effect of w hich is to depreciate the  capital value of the  
land taxed, all lands should have been brought into the same category, and all subjected to the 
same rateable charge ; bu t the  present ta x  means the spoliation of a few :

“ Because the  ta x  being imposed ostensibly for accomplishing two distinct objects, viz., to 
reduce the inequality of taxation, and to destroy large estates, the Bill does not accomplish the 
former, bu t ra ther aggravates the  inequality ; w hilst as regards the latter, the proprietors not having 
offended against the law, bu t having acquired property only under the sanction and encouragement 
of the  law, are made the victims of retrospective legislation :

“ Because the tendency of such legislation is to demoralize the country, and to make the large 
majority, viz., those exem pted from the tax , indifferent to the ju st rights of the minority :

“  Because even the warm est supporters of the measure admit its  injustice, and condemn the 
provisions for carrying it into e ffe c t:

“ And therefore th a t it be rejected.”
Debate ensued.
Question— T h a t the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the question— put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the  Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of 

the B ill was in accordance w ith  the B ill as reported, the B ill was read a third time and passed. ^ 
T he  Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the  B ill be “A n  A c t to impose a L a n d  T a x .” 
Question— put and passed.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 

agreed to the  Bill w ithout amendment.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he P resident having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had 

certified th a t the fair p rin t of the B ill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Honorable
H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a third time. .

T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the word “ west ” in the sixth line of sub-section 1 of clause d 
be struck out, w ith a view to insert the word “ north instead theieof.

Question— T h a t the word “ w est ” be struck out— put and passed.^
Question— T h a t the word “ n o r th ” proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the B ill be now read a th ird  time—put and passed.
B ill read a th ird  time.
Question— T h a t the Bill do now pass— put and passed.
T h e  Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to authorize the construction 

“ o f  certain lines o f  R a ilw a y  by the S ta te.”
Question— put and passed. e
O r d e r e d — T h a t the B ill be returned to the Legislative Assembly, w ith a Message acquainting them 

th a t the Council have agreed to the B ill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.

COUNCIL



R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of 
this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 
to the same w ith amendments.

T he Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T h at the Bill be now re-committed.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ith a further amendment.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h at the adoption of the Report of the Committee be made an Order 

of the Day for Tuesday next.
Question—put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s se m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A ct 

“ in titu led  ‘ A n  A c t to give additional powers to the N ational Insurance Company o f  A ustralasia  
“ e L i m i t e d ” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 3rd October, 1877.

A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— The Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T hat the 
first reading of this Bill be made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday next.

Question—put and passed.
The Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T hat a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly, requesting 

th a t they will be pleased to communicate to the Council copies of the Report and Proceedings taken 
before a Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly during the present session on the Bill.

Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— The following Orders of the D ay were severally postponed until Tuesday, the 9th 
instant :—

“ W atenvorks A c t  1865 Am endm ent B il l  ”— To be read a second time.
“ County Courts L a w  Am endm ent B il l  ”— To be read a second time.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave o f  the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and passed.

The Council adjourned at six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 9 th instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 9 t h  O c t o b e r , 1877.
1. The Hon. J .  P . B e a r  : To ask the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral if the Government intend, during 

the present session, to introduce a B ill providing for the levying of differential rates on separate 
ridings of shires.

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. The Hon. R. S. A n d e r s o n : To move for a return showing the Money Bills rejected, or laid aside, or 

not proceeded w ith by this House since the 16th October, 1867, w ith the reasons (if any) given for 
the decision arrived a t ; also of Money Bills amended by the Legislative Council during the same 
period; also of Bills incidentally involving taxation amended by the Council during the same 
period, distinguishing the Bills in which a free-gift Pream ble was used from those introduced with 
the ordinary Preamble.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .—Adoption of Report.
2. W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
3 . Co u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4 . A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— To be read a first time.

T u e s d a y , 1 6 t h  O c t o b e r .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P o lic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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TUESDAY, 9t h  OCTOBER, 1877.
T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The P resident took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the  receipt o f the 

following M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a  M essage from H is Excellency 
the Governor recommending an amendment in the B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to impose a L an d  T ax ?  
and acquaint the  Legislative Council th a t the  Legislative Assem bly have agreed to the amendment 
recommended by H is Excellency the G overnor in this Bill, w ith  w hich they  desire the concurrence 
of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 9 th  October, 1877.
G . F . B O W E N ,

Governor.
In  pursuance of section 36 of the Constitution A c t the Governor transm its to  the Legislative 

Assem bly the  following amendment w hich he recommends to be made in the  L and T ax  Bill, which 
has been presented to him  for H er M ajesty’s a s se n t:—

Clause 28, line 4, the word “ six th  ” to be struck out and the word “ fifth ” to be substituted in 
lieu thereof.

G overnm ent Offices,
M elbourne, 9 th  October, 1877.

L a n d  T a x  B i l l . — T h e  Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this House do concur w ith  the Legislative 
Assem bly in m aking the amendment recommended by H is Excellency the  Governor in  the Bill 
in tituled “ A n  A c t to impose a L a n d  T a x ?

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Ordered T h a t a  M essage be sent to the  Legislative Assem bly to  acquaint them  th a t the Council have

agreed to the  amendment recommended by H is Excellency the Governor in the Bill.
M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resid en t announced to the Council the receipt of 

the following M essages from th e  Legislative Assem bly :—
M r. P r e s i d e n t —  . .

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council copies of th e  R eport and 
Proceedings from the  Select Committee of the Legislative Assem bly appointed during the present 
session on the B ill intituled “ A n  A ct to give additional powers to the N ational Insurance
“ Company o f  A ustralasia  Lim ited, and fo r  other purposes?  in accordance w ith  the  request of the
Legislative Council. c  G A V A N  D U F F Y ,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.
Melbourne, 9 th  October, 1877. 

jVIr  P r e s i d e n t __
T h e Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a  B ill intituled “ A n  A c t fo r  

“ aw arding costs in certain cases o f  P riva te  B ills, and fo r  the Taxation o f  Costs awarded by 
“ Committees o f  the Legislative Council and  Legislative Assem bly respectively,’ w ith  w hich they
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council. . . . . . . .  v

0* (jAVAJN J J U i T  I )
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 9 th  October, 1877.
P a r l ia m e n t a r y  C o st s  B i l l .—T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first 

time.

B U I read lT firs^tim e^andl'on  the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and the
second reading made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 16th instant.

P e t i t i o n s .— T he Honorable N . F itzgerald  presented Petitions severally from Roman Catholic residents at 
Belfast, a t Em erald H ill, and a t Richmond, H aw thorn, Kew, and Nunaw ading, praying for relief in 
the m atter of education.

Petitions received.



P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following P a p e r :—

Aborigines— T hirteenth Report of Board for Protection of.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l s .— The President announced to the Council th a t he had received a communication 
from the P rivate  Secretary to  H is Excellency the Governor, intim ating th a t it is the intention of 
H is Excellency to proceed to the Legislative Council Chamber on W ednesday, the 10th instant, at 
a quarter past six o’clock, to assent, in H er M ajesty’s name, to certain Bills passed by the Legislative 
Council and the Legislative Assembly.

A d j o u r n m e n t — The Honorable IL  Cuthbert, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the 
House, at its rising th is day, adjourn until six o’clock on Thursday next.

Question—put and passed.
M o n e y  B il l s  a n d  B i l l s  i n c i d e n t a l l y  in v o l v i n g  T a x a t i o n , e t c .— The Honorable F . T . Sargood, in 

the absence and on behalf of the Honorable R . S. Anderson, moved for a R eturn  showing the Money 
Bills rejected, or laid aside, or not proceeded w ith  by this House since the 16th October, 1867, w ith 
the reasons (if any) given for the decision arrived a t ; also of Money Bills amended by the Legis­
lative Council during the same period ; also of Bills incidentally involving taxation amended by 
the Council during the same period, distinguishing the Bills in which a free-gift Pream ble was used 
from those introduced w ith the ordinary Pream ble.

Question— put and passed.
R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the adoption of the Report 

of the Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being called on, the Honorable J .  A . Wallace 
moved, T h a t the Order of the D ay be discharged, w ith a view to the re-committal of the B ill on
the seventh clause.

Question— T h at the Order of the Day be discharged— put and passed.
Question—T h at the B ill be re-committed on the seventh clause— put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair pu t and passed.
T he President left the Chair. .
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had agreed to the B ill w ith further amend­

ments in the seventh clause. .
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the Report of the Committee be made an Order

of the Day for Thursday next.
Question— put and passed.

W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill 
being read, the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Bill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time. . .
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered m Committee of the whole

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair. .
T he  Chairman of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

C o u n t y  C o u r t s  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill 
being called on, the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Order of the D ay be discharged from 
the notice paper.

Question— put and passed.
A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T h e  Honorable F . T . Sargood having produced 

a certificate of the payment, by the promoters of th is B ill, of T w enty  Pounds into the hands of 
the Colonial Treasurer for the public uses of the colony, moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a first 
time.

Question—put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the  Honorable F . T . Sargood, the second reading made an 

Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 16th instant.
T he Council adjourned at six  o’clock until six  o’clock on Thursday, the 11th instant.

o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y .

T h u r s d a y , 1 1 t h  O c t o b e r , 1877.
O r d e R  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.

T u e s d a y , 1 6 t h  O c t o b e r .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y - .—

1 . P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l ;— To be read a second time.
2 . P a r l i a m e n t a r y  C o s t s  B i l l . — To be read a second time.
3 . W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
4 . A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the P arliam ents.
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THURSDAY, 1 1 t h  OCTOBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

T he Presiden t took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

A p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he approach of H is Excellency the Governor was announced by the 
U  sher.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  t o  B i l l s .— H is E xcellency the G overnor came into the Council Chamber and commanded 
the U sher to desire the  attendance of the  Legislative Assem bly in the Council C ham ber; who being 
come w ith  their Speaker, H is Excellency was pleased to assent in H er M ajesty’s name to the 
following Bills :—

“ A n  A c t to am end an  A c t in titu led  ‘ A n  A c t to am end the L a w  relating to Justices o f  the 
“ ‘Peace ’ and  fo r  other purposes .”

“ A n  A c t  to enable certain lands to be granted  to the Corporation o f  the Citg o f  Melbourne 
“ f o r  the establishment o f  a General M arket in  the said  city and  fo r  other purposes.”

“ A n  A c t to fu r th e r  am end ‘ T he L oca l Government A c t  1874.”
“ A n  A c t  to va lida te certain paym ents heretofore made out o f  moneys raised under ‘ The 

P ublic W orks L o a n  A c t o f  1868’ 6 The Public W orks L oan  A c t  1872’ and  ‘ The  
“ ‘ R a ilw a y  L o a n  A c t  1876.’ ”

“ A n  A c t to impose a L a n d  T a x .”
A  Schedule of the Bills assented to was delivered to M r. Speaker.
T he Legislative Assem bly w ithdrew .
H is Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following P a p e r :—

L and A c t 1869.— Fee for R egistration of T ransfer or M ortgage of Leaseholds under section 
20.— R egulation.— Order in Council (1st October 1877).

Ordered to lie on the Table.

T he Council adjourned a t half-past six  o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 16th instant.

o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y .

T u e s d a y ,  1 6 t h  O c t o b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  seco n d  tim e.
2. P a r l i a m e n t a r y  C o s t s  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  se c o n d  tim e.
3 . W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be further considered in Committee.
4 . A u s t r a l a s i a  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a se c o n d  tim e.
5. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— Adoption o f  Report.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 16t i i  OCTOBER, 1877 .

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t i t i o n .— The H onorable. R . S. Anderson presented a Petition, signed by J .  II . M urphy and others, 

styling themselves Roman Catholic residents at W angaratta, and praying for relief in the m atter of 
education.

Petition received.
M o n e y  B il l s  a n d  B il l s  in c id e n t a l l y  in v o l v in g  T a x a t i o n , e t c .— T he President laid on the Table a 

R eturn to the Order of the  Council made on the 9 th instant.
The Honorable R . S. Anderson, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the R eturn be 

printed.
Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essage from tho Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n  A c t  to 

“ authorize the construction o f  certain L ines o f  R a ilw a y  by the S ta te f  and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the Legislative Assem bly have disagreed w ith  the several amendments made by the 
Legislative Council in this Bill. A nd the Legislative Assembly further acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t they have disagreed to the amendments in clause 3 for the following reason :—

“ Because.these amendments are infractions of the privileges of the Legislative Assembly, inas­
much as they would, in their consequences, lay a charge upon the people.”

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th October, 1877.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The Honorable H . 

Cuthbert moved, T h a t the consideration of the M essage from the Legislative Assembly w ith this 
Bill be made an Order of the D ay for to-morrow.

Question— put and passed.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 

following M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a  Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  to 
“ am end an A c t  in titu led  ‘ A n  A c t  to provide f o r  the Treatm ent and  Cure o f  Inebriates .’ ”

Also a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to vest L a n d  in the M ayor, Councillors, and Burgesses o f  
“ the Borough o f  B righton  fo r  purposes o f  public r e c r e a t i o n with which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th October, 1877.
I n e b r ia t e s  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a. 

first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, ou the motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for the nex t day of meeting of the Council.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 

following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“provide fo r  M ining  fo r  Gold and S ilver on Private Property ,” w ith which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 9th October, 1877.



M in i n g  on  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read 
a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the  23rd instant.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council an A ddress to H is Excellency 
the Governor agreed to by them  on the eleventh of October instant, praying “ th a t Courts of General 
Sessions may be held a t Benalla and W angaratta ,” w ith  w hich they desire the  concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 11th October, 1877.

To H is  E xcellency S ir  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the M ost 
D istingu ished  Order o f  S t. M ichael an d  S t. George, Governor and  Commander- 
in -C h ie f in  and over the Colony o f  Victoria a n d  its D ependencies, and Vice- 
A d m ira l o f  the same, fyc., tyc., tyc.

M a y  i t  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y —

W e, the and the L egislative A ssem bly of V ictoria in Parliam ent
assembled, pray th a t Courts of General Sessions may be held a t B enalla and W angaratta.

A d d r e s s  t o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council 
concur w ith the L egislative A ssem bly in the  A ddress to H is Excellency the Governor praying that 
Courts of General Sessions may be held a t Benalla and W angaratta.

Question— put and passed.

P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  second reading of 
th is B ill being read, the  H onorable E . S. A nderson moved, T h a t the  B ill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable R . S. A nderson moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the P resident do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he  President- left the Chair.
T he Chairm an of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again th is day week.
Ordered.

P a r l ia m e n t a r y  C o s t s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the  second reading of th is B ill being read, the 
H onorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he  Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Com m ittee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed. -
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the C hair— put and passed. .
T h e  P residen t left the  Chair.
T h e  Chairm an of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the  Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T h e  H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of the Bill be made an O rder of the Day 

for to-morrow.
Q uestion— put and passed.

W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he O rder of the Day for the further consideration o f  th is  
B ill in Committee of the  whole Council being read, the P residen t left the Chair.

T he  Chairm an of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the  B ill, and had agreed 
to the same w ith amendments.

T he H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now re-committed.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he P resident left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ith a fu rther amendment.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, th a t the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h at the third reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

A u s t r a l a s i a  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of 
this Bill being read, the Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T hat the Bill be now read a second time.

Q u e s t i o n — put  and passed.
Bill read a second time.



T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the consideration of the Bill in Committee of the whole 
Council be made an Order of the Day for to-morrow.

Question—put and passed.
A d d r e s s  t o  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h at a Message 

be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  that the Council have concurred w ith them in 
the Address to H is Excellency the Governor, praying that Courts of General Sessions may be 
established at Benalla and W augaratta.

Question— put and passed.
R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the adoption of the Report 

of the Committee of the whole Council on this B ill being called on, the Honorable H . C uthbert 
moved, T h a t the Bill be now re-committed.

Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the P resident do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the  Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported progress and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

B r ig h t o n  L a n d  V e s t i n g  B i l l .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a first 
time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time ; and, on the motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday the 17th instant.

T he Council adjourned at six  o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 17th instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 1 7 t h  O c t o b e r  1 8 7 7 .

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— Consideration of M essage from Legislative Assembly.
2 . P a r l ia m e n t a r y  C o s t s  B i l l .— T o  be read a th ird  time.
3 . W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a third time.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I n e b r ia t e s  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o  be read a second time.
2 . A u s t r a l a s i a  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o  b e  co n sid ered  in  C o m m ittee .
3 . B r ig h t o n  L a n d  V e s t i n g  B i l l .— T o  b e  read a second time.

T u e s d a y , 2 3 r d  O c t o b e r .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— To be read a second time. .
2 . P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . T o be further considered m Committee.
3 . R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T o be further considered in Committee.

G . W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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WEDNESDAY, 17t h  OCTOBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

T he President took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

B r ig h t o n  L a n d  V e s t i n g  B i l l .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour, w ith  leave o f  the Council moved, w ithout 
notice, T h a t the resolution of the  Council on the 16th instant— T h at th is B ill be now read a first 
tim e—be rescinded.

Q uestion—put and passed.
T he  H onorable J .  Balfour, w ith  leave of the  Council moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the  fees on the Bill 

be rem itted, and th a t it  be treated in all respects as a  Public Bill.
Question— put and passed.
T he  Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the  B ill be now read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the m otion of the Honorable J . ' Balfour, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the  D ay for the nex t day of m eeting of the Council.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T he following Order of the D ay was postponed until Tuesday, the  23rd in s ta n t :
“  R a ilw a y  Construction B i l l  ”— Consideration of M essage from Legislative Assembly.

P a r l ia m e n t a r y  C o s t s  B i l l .— T he P residen t having reported th a t the  fair p rin t of th is B ill was in 
accordance w ith  the B ill as reported, the  Bill, on the motion of the  Honorable H . Cuthbert, was 
read a  th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  title  of the  B ill be “ A n  A c t fo r  aw arding Costs in  
“ certain cases o f  P rivate B ills , and  fo r  the 'Paxation o f  Costs aw arded by Committees o f  the  
“ L egisla tive  Council and Leg isla tive  A ssem bly respectively .”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be sent to the  Legislative Assem bly to acquaint them  th a t the  Council 

have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T h e P resident having reported th a t the  fair prin t of this 
B ill was in  accordance w ith  the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable H .
C uthbert, w as read a th ird  time and passed.

Tne H onorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to am end the W aterworks
“ A c t  1865 and fo r  other purposes.”

Question—put and passed.
Ordered—T h a t the B ill be returned to th e  Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Council have agreed to the B ill w ith  amendments and desiring then- concurrence therew ith.

I n e b r i a t e s  A ct  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — T h e  Order of the D ay for the  second reading of th is Bill being
read, the Honorable J .  B alfour moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and passed.

T he h o n o ra b le  J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the  B ill be now considered m  Committee of the whole 
Council.

Question— put and passed. _l1 . , A
Question T h a t the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
q'Lp "D-rpcident left the Chair. _ , , -i .
T he  Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed

iho same with amendments. „ , ^ ~  ,
The Honorable J . Balfour moved, That the adoption of the Report of the Committee be made an Order

of the Day for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.



A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m pa n y  B i l l .—The Order of the Day for the consideration of 
this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, That 
the Bill be now considered in Committee.

Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T hat the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day 

for Tuesday next.
Question—put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and passed.

T he Council adjourned a t five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 23rd instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 2 3 r d  O c t o b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the present Insolvency Act.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M in in g  on  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2 . P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
3. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
4. B r ig h t o n  L a n d  V e s t in g  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
5 . R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B il l .— Consideration of Message from Legislative Assembly.
6 . I n e b r ia t e s  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
7 . A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B il l .— Adoption of Report.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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TUESDAY, 23bd OCTOBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.
P e t it io n .— T he Honorable R. S. Anderson presented a Petition, signed by W . Tierney and others, styling 

themselves Roman Catholic residents in the Ovens district, and praying for relief in the m atter of 
education.

Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n . T he Honorable R . S. Anderson presented a  Petition, signed by W. Lane and another, on the
subject of the M ining on P rivate  P roperty  Bill.

Petition  received.
T he  P etition  was read at the Table by the Clerk. _
T he Honorable R . S. Anderson moved, T h a t the Petition be referred to  the Committee to which the 

M ining on P rivate  P roperty  Bill may be referred.
Question— pu t and passed.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command o f  H is Excellency the Governor, presented to th e
Council the following P aper :—

E xhibition  a t Philadelphia.— Final Report of Commissioners for V ictoria.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

P a p e r s .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert laid on the Table the following Papers
1. Fisheries A ct 1873.—  Gazette  notice of intention to alter the close season for English perch

(25th September 1877).
2. Y an Yean W ater Supply.— Cash Statem ent and Balance-sheet (30th Ju n e  1877).

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.
I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable F . T . Sargood, in accordance with notice, moved 

for leave to introduce a B ill to amend the present Insolvency A ct.

B ill brought in, and, on the motion of the Honorable F . T . Sargood, read a first time, ordered to be 
printed, and the second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the 6th proximo.

P o s t p o n e m e n t s .— T he following Orders of the D ay were severally postponed until after the disposal of the 
fifth Order of the D ay :—

iC M ining on Private Property B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.
“ Police Offences S tatute  1865 Am endm ent B ill  To be further considered m Committee.
“ R egulation and Inspection o f  M ines B i l l ”— To be further considered in Committee.
“ B righ ton  B a n d  Vesting B ill  ”— To be read a second time.

R a i i  w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The O nler
' of the D ay for the consideration of the Message from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill 

being read, the Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T hat the Council do not insist on their amendments 
in the Bill.

Debate ensued.



Amendment moved by the Honorable R. S. Anderson, T ha t all the words after the word “ T h a t” be 
omitted, w ith a view to insert the following words instead thereof—

“ T his House has taken into consideration the Message from the Legislative Assembly 
returning the Bill intituled 1 A n  A c t to authorize the construction o j certain L ines o f  R ailw ay by 
6 the State,’ and disagreeing w ith the amendments made therein by the Legislative Council because 
they are infractions of the privileges of the Legislative Assembly, inasmuch as they would in their 
consequences lay a charge upon the people : ^

“ T h a t the Legislative Council is always desirous of joining th ^  Legislative Assembly in 
passing measures for advancing the best interests of the colony, including the opening up of the 
country by railways :

“ T hat the Legislative Council is prepared a t all times to treat w ith the respect due to the 
other branch of the Legislature any objections which may be urged by the latter to amendments 
made in Bills by the Legislative Council, and it would have been an assistance in considering this 
question if the grounds had been more specifically set forth for alleging th a t amending any part of 
a Railway Construction Bill was an infraction of the privileges conferred by the Constitution A ct 
upon the Legislative Assembly :

“ T hat the Legislative Council returns to the Legislative Assembly the Bill to authorize the 
construction of certain Lines of Railway by the State, and insists upon its amendments therein.”

Debate ensued.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the question—put and negatived.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put and passed.
Question—

“ T hat this House has taken into consideration the Message from the Legislative Assembly 
returning the Bill intituled ‘ A n  A c t to authorize the construction o f  certain L ines o f  R a ilw ay by 
‘ the State ,’ and disagreeing w ith the amendments made therein by the Legislative Council because 
they are infractions of the privileges of the Legislative Assembly, inasmuch as they would in their 
consequences lay a charge upon the people :

“ T h at the Legislative Council is always desirous of joining the Legislative Assembly in 
passing measures for advancing the best interests of the colony, including the opening up of the 
country by railways :

“ T hat the Legislative Council is prepared at all times to treat w ith the respect due to the 
other branch of the Legislature any objections which may be urged by the latter to amendments 
made in Bills by the Legislative Council, and it would have been an assistance in considering this 
question if the grounds had been more specifically set forth for alleging th a t amending any part of 
a Railway Construction Bill was an infraction of the privileges conferred by the Constitution A ct 
upon the Legislative Assembly :

“ T ha t the Legislative Council returns to the Legislative Assembly the Bill to authorize the 
construction of certain Lines of Railway by the State, and insists upon its amendments therein.”
— put and passed.

The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t a Select Committee be appointed to prepare reasons for 
so insisting.

Question—put and passed.
The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T ha t the following be the Members of the Committee, viz., 

T he Honorables the President, Dr. Dobson, W . H ighett, F . T . Sargood, J .  Graham, N. Fitzgerald, 
J .  Balfour, and the Mover.

Question— put and passed.

P e t it io n .— The Honorable A. Fraser presented a Petition from the Seven H ills E sta te  Freehold Company 
(Limited) Kingston, and under the seal thereof, on the subject of the M ining on Private  Property 
Bill.

P etition  received.
T he Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.
T he Honorable A . F raser moved, T h a t the Petition  be referred to the Committee to which the 

M ining on Private P roperty  Bill may be referred.
Question— put and passed.

M in in g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill being 
read, the Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
The Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Amendment moved by the Honorable J .  A. Wallace, T hat all the words after the word “ T hat ” be 

omitted, w ith a view to insert the words “ the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.”
Debate ensued.
Question— T hat the words proposed to be omitted be so omitted—put and passed.
Question— T hat the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put and passed.
Question— T hat the Bill be referred to a Select Committee—put and passed.
The Honorable J .  A . Wallace moved, T hat the Committee consist of ten Members, and that, the 

following be the Members of the Committee, viz.:— The Ilonorables Dr. Dobson, N. Fitzgerald,
F. T. Sargood, J .  Balfour, T. T . a’Beckett, R. Simson, Sir S. Wilson, R. D. Reid, J .  P . Bear, and 
the Mover ; and tha t such Committee have power to call for persons and papers, and have power to 
sit on days on which the Council does not sit.

Question—put and passed.

T he Council adjourned a t ten minutes past ten o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 24th 
instant.



O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 2 4 t ii  O c t o b e r , 1877.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be further considered iu Committee.
2 . R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To lie further considered in Committee.

G eneral Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. B r ig h t o n  L a n d  V e s t i n g  B i l l .— To be rend ti second time.
2 . I n e b r ia t e s  A ct  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R ep o rt.
3 . A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R ep o r t.

T u e s d a y , 6 t h  N o v e m b e r .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read  a seco n d  tim e.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
W ednesday , 2 4 th October.

R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T o  p r e p a r e  R e a s o n s — at h a lf -p a s t  tw o  p .m .

\Thursday , 2oth October.
M i n i n g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y — at th ree  o ’c lo c k .

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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W EDNESDAY, 24t h  OCTOBER, 1877.

T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
T he President took the Chair.
T he  President read the P rayer.
P e t i t i o n s .— T he Honorable 1ST. F itzgerald, on behalf of the Honorable D r. Dobson, presented Petitions 

severally from Eom an Catholic residents a tE p p in g  and W oodstock, and a t Brunsw ick and Coburg, 
praying for relief in the  m atter of education.

Petitions received.
R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  p r e p a r e  R e a s o n s — R e p o r t  o f .—  

T he Honorable R . S. A nderson brought up the R eport of the Select Committee appointed to prepare 
reasons for insisting on the amendments made by the Legislative Council in  the Railway Construc­
tion Bill, as hereunder set forth  :—

“ 1. T he Legislative Council and Legislative Assem bly are the creation of an Im perial 
S tatu te , and have no powers either respectively or jointly  w hich are not conferred upon them  by 
th a t A c t :

“  2. T he first section of the C onstitution A ct establishes two Houses of Legislature, and 
authorizes H er M ajesty, w ith  the advice and consent of those tw o Houses, to make laws in and for 
V ictoria in all cases w hatsoever :

“ 3. T h e  powers thus conferred equally and alike upon both Houses are qualified by the 56th 
section, w hich provides th a t bills for appropriating any part of the revenue of Victoria, and for 
imposing any duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or impost m ust originate in the Assembly, and may be 
rejected, bu t not altered, by the C o u n c il:

“ 4. E xcep ting  the 56th section, no other section of the  Constitution A c t restricts the powers 
conferred by  the first section :

“ 5. This B ill does not come w ithin the meaning of the 56th section, inasmuch as it neither 
appropriates any portion of the  revenue nor imposes any duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or impost.”

T he Honorable R . S. A nderson moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he H onorable R. S. A nderson moved—

T h a t the B ill be returned to the  Legislative Assembly, w ith  a Message acquainting them th a t 
th is H ouse has taken into consideration the Message from the Legislative Assembly returning 
the  B ill intituled “ A n  A c t  to authorize the construction o f certain L ines o f  R a ilw a y  by the State f  
and disagreeing w ith  the amendments made therein by the Legislative Council because the) aie 
infractions of the privileges of the Legislative Assembly, inasmuch as they would in tlieii conse­
quences lay a charge upon the people : . . . .

T h a t the Legislative Council is always desirous of joining the Legislative Assembly m 
passing measures for advancing the best interests of the colony, including the opening up of the
country by ra ilw ay s : ' .

T h a t the Legislative Council is prepared a t all times to trea t w ith the respect due to the 
other branch of the Legislature any objections w hich may be urged by the latter to amendments 
made in B ills by the Legislative Council, and it would have been an assistance in considering this 
question if the grounds had been more specifically set forth for alleging th a t amending any part of 
a R ailw ay Construction B ill was an infraction of the privileges conferred by the Constitution A ct 
upon the Legislative Assem bly :



T h at the Legislative Council returns to the Legislative Assembly the Bill to authorize the 
construction of certain Lines of Railway by the State, and insists upon its amendments therein, for 
the following reasons :—

“ 1. T he Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly are the creation of an Imperial Statute, 
and have 110 powers, either respectively or jointly, which are not conferred upon them by 
tha t A ct :

“ 2. The first section of the Constitution A ct establishes two Houses of Legislature, and 
authorizes H er M ajesty, w ith the advice and consent of those two Houses, to make laws 
in and for Victoria in all cases whatsoever :

“ 3. The powers thus conferred equally and alike upon both Houses are qualified by the 56th 
section, which provides th a t Bills for appropriating any part of the revenue of Victoria 
and for imposing any duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or impost must originate in the Assembly 
and may be rejected, but not altered, by the Council :

“ 4. E xcepting the 56th section, no other section of the Constitution A ct restricts the powers 
conferred by the first section :

“ 5. This Bill does not come within the meaning of the 56th section, inasmuch as it neither 
appropriates any portion of the revenue nor imposes any duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or 
impost.”

Question— put and passed.
P a p e r .— The Honorable II. Cuthbert laid upon the Table the following Paper :—

Fisheries A ct 1873.— Gazette notice approving an altered definition of the mouth of the Yarra,
Ordered to lie on the Table.

P o l ic e  O f f e n c e s  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration 
of this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through tlie B ill, and had agreed 
to the same without amendment.

T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, th a t the Report be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.
T he President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of the 

Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable R. S. 
Anderson, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h at the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to amend the Police 
“ Offences Statute 1865.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered—T h at the Bill be sent to the Legislative Assembly w ith  a M essage desiring their concurrence 

therewith.
R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the further consideration of 

this Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.
The. Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ith a further amendment.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Report of the Committee be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the third reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

B r ig h t o n  L a n d  V e s t i n g  B i l l .— T he Order o f  the Day for the  second reading o f  this Bill being read, 
the Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h at the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question—T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T hat the adoption of the Report of the Committee be now' adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of the 

Bill was in accordance w ith the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, 
was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to vest land in the M ayor 
“ Councillors and Burgesses o f  the B orough  o f  B righton  fo r  purposes o f  Public Recreation .”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 

following Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—
M r . P r e s id e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
(< amend the Bcechworth TVatcrworhs A c t  1860,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Lcofislativc Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chambers, Speaker.

M elbourne,'24th October, 1877.



B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable II. C uthbcrt moved, T hat 
this Bill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbcrt, ordered to be printed, and the 

second rending made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday next.

I n e b r ia t e s  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the adoption of the Report of the 
Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the 
R eport of the Committee be now adopted.

Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair prin t of the 

B ill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cutlibert, 
was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to am end an A c t in titu led  
“ ‘ A n  A c t to provide f o r  the treatm ent and  cure o f  Inebria tes .’ ”

Question—put and passed.
Ordered— T h at the Bill be returned to the Legislative Council, w ith a M essage acquainting them  that 

the Council have agreed to the same w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therew ith.
A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Order o f  the D ay for the adoption of the 

R eport of the Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable F . T . Sargood 
moved, T h a t the Report be now adopted.

Question—put and passed.
T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for Tuesday next.
Question—put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, w itfTleave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned at a quarter past five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 30th 

instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 3 0 t h  O c t o b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a th ird  t im e .
2 . B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o  b e  read  a  se c o n d  tim e.
3 . A u s t r a l a s ia  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  th ird  tim e .

T u e s d a y , 6 t h  N o v e m b e r .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  se c o n d  tim e .

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
T hursday , 25th October.

M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — at three o’clock.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

P a p e r s . T he H onorable H . Cuthbert, by command o f  H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the  following Papers :—

1. Land A c t 1869.— Regulation as to Fees payable under section 49.— Order in Council (22nd
October, 1877).

2. Land A c t 1869.— Regulation respecting Tim ber Licenses.— Order in Council (22nd October,
1877).

3. Savings B anks.— Statem ents and R eturns for year ending 30th Ju n e , 1877.
. Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he P resident having reported th a t the Chairman of 
Committees had certified th a t the fair p rin t of th is B ill was in accordance w ith  the B ill as 
reported, the Bill, on the motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, w as read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to provide f o r  the R ep u ­
d ia tion  and  Inspection o f  M in e s !

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T hat the B ill be returned to the L egislative Assem bly, w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  Council have agreed to the B ill w ith  amendments, and desiring their concurrence therew ith.

B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable I I . Cuthbert, w ith  leave of 
the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the resolution of the  Council on the 24th instant, “ T h a t 
this B ill be now read a first time,” be rescinded.

Question— put and passed.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t a  M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly requesting 

them  to  communicate to th is House copies of the R eport and Proceedings of any Committee of the 
Assem bly to w hich the B ill may have, been referred during the present session.

Question— put and passed.

A u s t r a l a s i a  N a t io n a l  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— The President having reported th a t the. Chairman 
of Committees had certified th a t the  fair prin t of this Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as 
reported, the B ill, on the motion of (he Honorable C. J .  Jenner, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he H onorable C. J .  Jen n e r moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill he “A n  A c t to give additional poioers 
“ to the N a tio n a l Insurance Company o f  A ustra lasia  (L im ited ).”

Ordered— T h a t a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 
agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essages from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r, P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “A n  A ct to 

“ apply  out o f  the Consolidated R evenue the sum o f  E ig h t hundred thousand pounds to the service 
“ o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and eight,” w ith which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Speaker.

L egislative Assem bly Chamber,
M elbourne 30th October, 1877.



M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to 

“ amend an A c t intituled ‘ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the Treatm ent and Cure o f  Inebriates,' ” and 
acquaint the Legislative Council tha t they have agreed to the amendments made by the Legislative 
Council in this Bill.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 30th October, 1877.
M r ,  P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council copies of the Report and 
Evidence of the Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly appointed in the present session of 
Parliam ent on the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to amend the Beechworth Waterworks A c t  1860,” as
requested by the Legislative Council.

1 J C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 30th October, 1877.

C o n s o l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B il l  (3).— T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a 
first time.

Question—put and passed.
Bill read a first tim e ; and, on the motion of the Honorable II. Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the Day for W ednesday, the 31st instant.

B e e c h  w o r t  h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .-—T he Honorable II. Cuthbert produced a 
certificate of the payment of the sum of. Tw enty pounds into the hands of the Colonial Treasurer 
for the public uses of the Colony, and moved, T h at this Bill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time.
T he Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T hat the second reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t a quarter past eight o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 
31st instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 3 1 st  O c t o b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C o n s o l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B il l  ( 3 ) .— T o  b e  rea d 'a  se c o n d  tim e .

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — T o  b e  read  a se c o n d  tim e.

T u e s d a y , 6 t h  N o v e m b e r .

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y : —
1. I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a  second time.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
W ednesday , 31 st October.

M in in g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — at three o’clock.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

W EDNESDAY, 3 1st OCTOBER, 1877.
The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.
R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l s .— T he President announced to the Council th a t he had received a communication 

from the P rivate  Secretary to H is Excellency the Governor, intim ating th a t it is the intention of 
PI is Excellency to proceed to the Legislative Council Chamber this day, a t a quarter past six o’clock, 
to assent, in H er M ajesty’s name, to certain Bills passed by the Legislative Council and the Legis­
lative Assem bly.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable PI. Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following P aper :—

Defence of H arbors of W arrnambool, Belfast, and P ortland .— Memorandum by H is Excellency 
Sir W . Drummond Jervois, R .E ., IC.C.M.G., C.B.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
M e s s a g e  p r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the  Council the receipt of 

the following M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—
Mr. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ authorize the construction o f  certain L ines o f  R a ilw a y  by the State,” w ith  which they desire the 
concurrence of the  Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 31st October, 1877.
R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l  ( 2 ) .— T he Plonorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now  read a 

first time.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time.
T he Plonorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—put and passed.
B ill read a  second time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The P resident left the  Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the  same w ithout amendment.
T he H onorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair prin t of 

the B ill was in accordance w ith the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Plonorable 
IP. Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to authorize the construc- 
“ tion o f  certain L ines o f  R a ilw a y  by the S ta te ”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable Dr. Dobson presented a Petition, signed by F . A . W alsh, styling himself 

attorney for the  B ank of N ew  South W ales, and praying th a t certain alterations may be made in the 
M ining on P riva te  P roperty  Bill.

P etition  received, and, on the motion of the Honorable Dr. Dobson referred to the Select Committee on 
the M ining on P riva te  P roperty  Bill.

C o n s o l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (3).— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been 
read, the Plonorable PI. C uthbert moved, L’h a t this Bill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable IP. C uthbert moved, T h at the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.



Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.
The President, having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of the 

Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, 
was read a third time and -passed.

The Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to apply out o f  the 
“ Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  E ig h t hundred thousa?id pounds to the service o f  the year One 
“ thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and e igh t''

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaiut them that the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
B e e c h  w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . ■— The Order of the Day for the second 

reading of this Bill being read, the Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Question—put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T ha t the consideration of the B ill in Committee of the whole 

Council be made an Order of the D ay for the nex t day of meeting.
Question— put and passed.

A p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The approach of H is Excellency the Governor was announced.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  t o  B i l l s .— H is Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber and desired the 
attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the Council Chamber ; who being come w ith their 
Speaker, H is Excellency was pleased to assent, in H er M ajesty’s name, to the following Bills :—

“ A n  A c t fo r  awarding costs in certain cases o f  P riva te  B ills , and fo r  the Taxation o f  Costs 
“ awarded by Committees o f  the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly respectively.” 

A n  A c t to vest L a n d  in the M ayor, Councillors, and Burgesses o f  the Borough o f Brighton  
“fo r  purposes o f  public recreation.”

“ A n  A c t to am end an A c t in titu led  ‘ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the treatment and  cure o f  
“ ‘ Inebria tes' "

A n  A c t to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  E ig h t hundred thousand pounds 
“ to the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven and e ig h t''

“ A n  A c t to authorize the construction o f certain L ines o f  R a ilw a y  by the State."
T he Royal A ssent being read severally by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in the following words :—

“ In  the name and on behalf of H er M ajesty I  assent to this A ct. ___
“ G. F . B O W E N ,

“ Governor.”
A  Schedule of the Bills assented to was delivered to M r. Speaker.
The Legislative Assembly withdrew.
His Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until W ednesday next.

.Notice being taken th a t there was not a quorum of Members present, the President counted the 
House, and there not being a quorum present, the President adjourned the House w ithout question 
put, to the nex t sitting day, Thursday, the 1st proximo.

o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y .

T h u r s d a y , 1 st  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

1. The Hon. R. S . A n d e r s o n  : T o ask the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral w hether it is the intention 
of the M inistry to afford this House the opportunity of considering the propriety of renewing or 
discontinuing the paym ent of Members of Parliam ent by submitting the measure by Bill, as 
heretofore.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be considered in Committee.

T u e s d a y , 6 t h  N o v e m b e r .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y : —

1. I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a  second time.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Thursday , 1 st November.

M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — at half-past two o’clock.

G. W. R U SD EN ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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THURSDAY, 1 s t  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable Dr. Dobson presented a Petition, signed by P eter M cW hae and others, praying 
th a t a clause may be inserted in the M ining on P rivate  P roperty  Bill, to save existing interests. 

Petition  received.
T he Petition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk, and was, on the motion of the Honorable Dr. Dobson, 

referred to the Select Committee on the M ining on P rivate  P roperty  Bill.

B e e c h  w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the consideration 
of this B ill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T ha t 
the Bill be now considered in Committee.

Question—put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the  Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day for

the nex t day of meeting.
Question— put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until W ednesday next.

Question—put and passed.

T he Council adjourned at five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 7th instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y , 7 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1 The H on R  S A n d e r s o n  : To move, T h a t an Address be presented to H is Excellency the Governor, 

respectfully intim ating the desire of this House to be afforded an opportunity of considering the 
question of Paym ent of M embers by Bill, as heretofore; pointing out th a t the inclusion of a sum 
for the Paym ent of Members in the A ppropriation Bill m ight make such a procedure the instrument 
of enabling one branch of the Legislature to coerce the o th e r; and requesting th a t H is Excellency 
may therefore refuse to authorize such a procedure.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— Adoption of Report.
2 . I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — T o  be read a second time.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 7 th November.

M in in g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — at two o’clock.
G. W. R U SD E N ,

Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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WEDNESDAY, 7t h  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

T he President read the Prayer.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Paper :—

Sale and U se of Poisons A ct 1876.— Regulations.— Order in Council (15th October 1877).
Ordered to lie on the Table.

P a y m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t .— T he Honorable R . S. Anderson, in accordance w ith notice, 
moved, T h a t an Address be presented to H is Excellency the Governor, respectfully intim ating the 
desire of this House to be afforded an opportunity of considering the question of Paym ent of 
M embers by Bill, as heretofore; pointing out tha t the inclusion of a sum for the Paym ent of 
M embers in the A ppropriation B ill m ight make such a procedure the instrum ent of enabling one 
branch of the Legislature to coerce the o th e r ; and requesting th a t H is Excellency may therefore 
refuse to authorize such a procedure.

Am endm ent moved by the Honorable W. Campbell, T h a t the words “ intim ating the desire ” be omitted 
from the question, w ith  a view to insert the words “ asserting the righ t ” instead thereof.

Question— T h at the words proposed to be omitted be so omitted— put and passed.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put and passed.
Amendment moved by the Honorable W . Campbell, T h a t after the word “ heretb^ore ” the word “ and ” 

be inserted.
Question— T h a t the word proposed to be inserted be so inserted— pu t and passed.
Amendment moved by the Honorable W . Campbell, T h a t the words “ and requesting tha t H is E x ­

cellency may therefore refuse to authorize such a procedure,” be omitted from the question.
Question— T h a t the words proposed to be omitted be so om itted—put and passed.
Question— T h a t an Address be presented to H is Excellency the Governor respectfully asserting the 

righ t of this House to be afforded an opportunity of considering the question of Paym ent of Mem­
bers by Bill, as heretofore, and pointing out th a t the inclusion of a  sum for the Paym ent of Members 
in the A ppropriation B ill m ight make such a procedure the instrum ent of enabling one branch of 
the Legislature to coerce the other— put.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t a Select Committee be appointed to prepare the Address.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the following be the Members of such Committee, viz., 

T he Honorables Sir C. Sladen, F . T . Sargood, N. Fitzgerald, J .  Balfour, J .  Graham, R. Simson, 
D r. Dobson, and the M over.

Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ am end the W aterw orks A c t  1865, and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the Legislative Council 
th a t they have disagreed w ith two of the amendments made therein by the Legislative Council, 
because they were infringem ents of the privileges of the Legislative Assembly, inasmuch as they 
altered the proposed mode of collecting the rate ; and th a t they have agreed to the other amendments 
w ith  an amendment, w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st November, 1877.



W a t e r w o r k s  A c t  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The 
Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Message from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill be 
taken into consideration to-morrow.

Question—put and passed.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 8th 
instant.

O R D E R S  OF T H E  D A Y .

T h u r s d a y ,  8 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1877.'

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Consideration of Message from the Legislative Assembly.
2. B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
3. I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — To be read a second time.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Thursday, 8th November.

A d d r e s s  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r —at half-past two o’clock.

Tuesday, 1 3 th November.
M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l —at half-past two o’clock.

G. W. R U SD EN ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.



No. 37.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 8 t h  NOVEMBER, 1877.

T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The P resident took the Chair.

T he President read the P rayer.

A d d r e s s  t o  I-Iis  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable R . S. Anderson brought up the Address 
prepared by the Select Committee appointed on the 7 th  instan t to prepare “ an A ddress to H is 
E xcellency the Governor, respectfully  asserting the righ t of th is House to be afforded an opportunity 
of considering the question of Paym ent of M embers by Bill, as heretofore, and pointing out th a t the 
inclusion of a sum for the  P aym ent of M embers in the  A ppropriation Bill m ight make such a 
procedure the instrum ent of enabling one branch of the Legislature to coerce the  other.”

T he A ddress was read to the Council, as hereunder set forth  :—

T o  H is  Excellency  S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the M ost D istinguished  
Order o f  S a in t M ichael an d  S a in t George, Governor and  C om m ander-in-C hief in  and  over 
the Colony o f  Victoria and  its D ependencies, and V ice-A dm iral o f  the same, §c.

M a y  i t  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y —

W e, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s m ost dutiful and. loyal subjects, the M embers of the 
Legislative Council of V ictoria, in Parliam ent assembled, beg leave to approach Y our Excellency 
w ith  renewed assurances of our unabated loyalty to  H er M ajesty’s throne and person.

W e desire to draw  Y our Excellency’s attention to the answ er given by the Honorable the 
Postm aster-G eneral during the sitting  of the Council on the 1st instan t to the question pu t by one 
of our M embers, viz., “ W hether it is the intention of the  M inistry to afford this House the 
opportunity of considering the propriety of renew ing or discontinuing the Paym ent of Members of 
Parliam ent by subm itting the measure by B ill as heretofore.”

T h a t answer was as follows :— “ In  reply to the  H onorable Member, the Cabinet desire me to 
say th a t it is unusual and inexpedient to state the intention of the Governm ent otherwise than by 
the  due presentation of business to P arliam en t; but in th is instance there is an additional and 
serious objection to the question of the H onorable M em ber: I t  deals writh  appropriation of revenue, 
w hich is the exclusive privilege of the Legislative Assembly, and it is, therefore, highly undesiiable 
th a t the Legislative Council should interfere, even by a question, w ith  appropriation, the initiation 
of w hich is by M essage from the Crown, on the  advice of responsible M inisters, and is further 
controlled by the exclusive privileges of the  A ssem bly.” _ . _

T his being the opinion of Your Excellency’s Advisers, w^ere we to continue silent it might, 
w ith  some show of reason, be inferred th a t we v'ere satisfied w ith the answer of the Government, 
and would accept the ir dictum as representing the true position of the m atter as between the two

ChambenL t]ierefore thought it incum bent upon us to lay before Y our Excellency the following
circumstances connected w ith  the question of Paym ent of M em beis.

In  the Session of 1860-1 a separate B ill wms introduced in the Assembly for Paym ent of
Members, bu t was lost in the Council. . V , i r

In  the Session of 1861-2 S ir H enry B arkly, who w as then Governor, was warned by the 
L egislative Council of the inevitable consequences of a sum being included m the annual Estim ates 
of E xpend itu re  for the compensation of M embers of Parliam ent, and the objectionable item was not 
included in the E stim ates for the year which wrere laid before the Assembly m  th a t Session.

On five subsequent occasions separate Bills for the same object have been sent up from the 
L egislative Assem bly, three of w hich were rejected, and the tw o last passed by the Legislative 
C o u n c il; but on both those occasions the principal supporters of those Bills distinctly stated th a t 
their votes were given on the understanding th a t the measures were to be tentative only, and limited
in  their duration. . . . . . ,

T he  question a t the present time is in exactly the same position as it was when originated
in 1861, and is still in the region of experim ental legislation.



I t  is not a mere question of the appropriation of the public revenue, but of public policy, 
apon which an uniform usage has been adopted in the colony, w ith the concurrence of both Houses, 
and with the marked co-operation of H er M ajesty’s representative in 1861.

T hat usage is moreover in strict conformity w ith the Royal Instructions, which direct tha t “ in 
the passing of all laws each different m atter must be provided for by a different law w ithout inter­
mixing such things as have no proper relation to each other, and tha t no clause or clauses be 
inserted in or annexed to any A ct which shall be foreign to w hat the title of such A ct imports.”

W e therefore desire to inform Your Excellency tha t we claim the right to exercise the same 
free and deliberate vote on any Bill which may be submitted to us for providing compensation to 
Members of Parliam ent as we have had and exercised on all previous occasions, and we submit th a t 
the inclusion of a sum for tha t purpose in the annual Appropriation Bill m ight make such procedure 
the instrument of enabling one branch of the Legislature to coerce the other.

The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T hat the Address be now adopted.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h at the Address be presented to H is Excellency the 

Governor by the President and such Members as may desire to accompany him.
Question—put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the Day was postponed until Tuesday, the 13th instant.
“ Waterworks A c t  1865 Am endm ent B i l l ”— Consideration of Message from Legislative 

Assembly.

B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1 8 6 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—.The Order of the Day for the adoption o f  the 
Report of the Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable R. S. 
Anderson moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.

Question—put and passed.
T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T ha t the third reading of the Bill be made an Order of the 

Day for Tuesday, the 13th instant.
Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the D ay was postponed until Tuesday, the 20th instant.
“ Insolvency L a w  Am endm ent B i l l ”— To be read a second time.

The Council adjourned at five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 13th instant.

O R D E R S  OF T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 1 3 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1877.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Consideration of Message from the Legislative Assembly.
2 . B e e c h w o r t h  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a third time.

T u e s d a y , 2 0 t h  N o v e m b e r .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, \2>th November.

M in i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l —at half-past two o’clock. -

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.



No. 38.

O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 3 tii NOVEMBER, 1877.

T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the Prayer.
R e p l y  o f  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  to  A d d r e s s  o f  t h e  C o u n c il .— The President announced to 

the Council tha t the reply of H is Excellency the Governor to the Address of the Council, adopted 
on the 8th instant, had been presented to H is Excellency in accordance w ith the resolution of the 
House, and th a t H is Excellency had been pleased to make thereto the following reply :—

H r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  G e n t l e m e n :
I  thank you in the name of the Queen for this assurance of your unabated loyalty to H er 

M ajesty’s Throne and Person.
F o r myself I  receive your A ddress w ith the high consideration due from the Representative 

of the Crown to any expression of opinion from either House of the Victorian Parliam ent.
I  have already consulted, and will again consult on the im portant question to which you 

have solicited attention, the Responsible M inisters, whose advice it is the undoubted duty of the 
G overnor of every colony possessing Parliam entary institutions on the English model to follow 
generally in all m atters of purely local concern, and in which neither the Prerogatives of the Crown 
nor other Im perial interests are involved.

G. F . B O W EN .
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 13th November, 1877.
M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 

following M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council the accompanying grounds 
upon which the amendments made by the Legislative Council in the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ authorize the construction o f  certain L ines o f  R a ilw ay by the S tate,” were disagreed w ith by the 
Assembly.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 8 th  November, 1877.
T he Legislative Assembly, out of courtesy to the Legislative Council, desire to supply an 

omission, of w hich the Council complain, by “ setting forth specifically ” the grounds upon which 
they consider the privileges of the Assembly have been invaded by the amendments made by the 
Council in “ a B ill authorizing the construction of certain railways by the State ” at the public 
expense. T hey omitted to do so in the first instance only because they assumed that these grounds 
were sufficiently known from former controversy between the Houses on the same question.

T heir contention is this :— T h a t the Legislative Assembly was created to possess, and from 
the beginning claimed and exercised, the same exclusive power over public expenditure claimed and 
exercised by the House of Commons. A nd that the Legislative Council was designed to possess 
w ith  respect to aid and supply only the legal righ t of rejection (which is in effect merely a suspensive 
vote) enjoyed by the House of Lords. The Select Committee who framed the Constitution in a 
report to the old Legislative Council, describe their intention w ith respect to the functions of the 
two Chambers in words th a t cannot be misunderstood. To the Council they said, “ we propose to 
entrust the legislative functions of the House of Lords.” A nd “ on the House of Assembly we 
propose to confer all the rights and powers of the House of Commons.”

T he right of the Assembly to originate and control the public expenditure in all its branches 
does not rest exclusively (as the Council assume) on the 56th section of the Constitution. The 
34th  section of th a t S tatu te further defines and enlarges the same power. By this section it is 
directed th a t till Standing Orders are framed the two Chambers shall be guided “ by the rules, forms, 
and usages” [not of the House of Commons, bu t] “ of the Im perial Parliam ent, which shall be followed 
so far as the same may be applicable to the proceedings of the Council and Assembly respectively” 

t — a direction plainly implying a fundamental distinction between the Chambers, such as exists 
between the Chambers of the Im perial Parliam ent.

T he same section authorizes both Houses, in the first session, and from time to time after­
wards, to prepare and adopt Standing Rules and Orders for a  variety of purposes, and generally for 
the conduct of all business and proceedings in the Council and Assembly, severally and collec­
tively, which when sanctioned by the Governor should have the force of law. In  pursuance of this 
power, both Houses, in the first session of the first Parliam ent of Victoria, while the founders



of the Constitution were still members, framed Standing Orders which received the sanction of the 
Governor, and have been in force for more than tw enty years. In  these Standing Orders the powers 
of the two Chambers on questions of aid and supply are treated as identical w ith the powers of 
the Lords and Commons respectively. F or example, the 273rd Standing Order of the Assembly 
declares that, w ith respect to Bills brought from the Council w ith amendments whereby any 
pecuniary penalty, forfeiture, or fine should be authorized, the Assembly, in certain cases, would not 
insist on its privileges. I t  is scarcely necessary to point out th a t the Assembly could only waive 
privileges which they possessed and enjoyed. A nd again by the 285th Standing Order it is 
expressly directed “ th a t in all cases not therein provided for, resort shall be had to the rules, forms, 
usages, and practices of the Commons H ouse o f Parliam ent of G reat Britain and Ireland, which, 
shall be followed so far as the same may be applicable.”

In  the Standing Orders of the Council, on the other hand, so far from claiming any control 
over public expenditure, it is specifically directed th a t “ no petition the prayer of which is for a 
distinct grant of money shall be received by the Council.” Thus, while the Assembly may receive 
and deal w ith such petitions, upon the recommendation of the Crown, the Council is disabled from 
receiving them in any manner whatsoever. A nd finally, the Council, in all cases not provided for, is 
directed to have recourse to the “ rules, forms, usages, and practices, not of the House of Com­
mons, which would be clearly inapplicable to their functions, but “ of the Im perial Parliam ent.

In  adopting a new form of Government and a novel procedure in the colony, oversights and 
mistakes were naturally committed. The Council, for example, ventured to make an amendment in 
the Appropriation Bill itself in the first Parliam ent, and other irregularities were from time to time 
attem pted ; but the true relation of the Houses on all questions of aid and supply was constantly 
insisted on in debate in the Assembly, and gradually became known and acknowledged on all hands. 
I t  is not necessary to trace the controversy in detail, as a t length it found a formal and authoritative 
solution. So long as ten years ago, the Council, after careful deliberation, recognized by a unani­
mous vote the principle so long contended for ; and it is not w ithout grave surprise th a t the Assem­
bly finds itself called upon to re-state the grounds of a claim w hich they had reason to believe was 
thus removed for ever from the domain of controversy.

T he history of this agreement may be briefly recapitulated. In  1867 some difficulty arose
over a Customs Bill, and a conference was suggested. On the 9th of A pril, in th a t year, Mr.
Anderson, in the absence of, and on behalf of, M r. Sladen, moved and carried the following
resolution :—

“ That seven members of this Council be appointed to meet and confer w ith a like number of members of the 
Legislative A ssem bly in relation to the course of proceeding generally w ith Bills, the primary but not the only 
object of which is the imposition of any duty, rate, tax, rent, return, or impost, and particularly w ith the B ill 
intituled ‘An A ct fo r  granting to H er M ajesty certain D u ties o f  Customs.

T he Assembly appointed a Committee to meet the Committee of the Council, and on the 
15th M ay a report was brought up to each House. T he report submitted to the Council by Mr. 
Sladen was read by the Clerk at the table, as follows :—

“ The Committee appointed by your Honorable House to confer with a like number of the Legislative 
Assem bly in relation to the course of proceeding generally with B ills, &c., have the honor to rep o rt:—

ti Your Committee conferred on several occasions with the Committee of the Legislative Assem bly on the 
said subject, and it was m utually agreed by the two Committees that a progress report should be presented to each 
House, as follows :—

“ That the two Houses be respectively advised that, inasmuch as doubts have arisen respecting the form or 
contents of and practice relating to B ills required by the 56th section of the Constitution A ct to originate in the 
Legislative Assem bly, it is expedient that the practice of the Lords and Commons respectively be observed as to 
such B ills  and as to all subjects o f  a id  and supply , and that each House should be guided in all matters and forms 
relating thereto by the precedents established by the H ouse of Lords and by the House of Commons respectively.”

This report, after lying on the table for a week, was unanimously adopted by the Council 
on the 21st of May, on the motion of Mr. Sladen. A  similar report was adopted in the Assembly, 
and thus the principle always insisted oh by the Assembly was recognized by both branches of the 
Legislature, tha t the Council may make alterations in any part of a Bill incidentally involving 
expenditure, except the money clauses; but w ith respect to these clauses are restricted in the same 
manner as the House of Lords from making any amendment whatever.

To this principle so clearly and formally, and as it was supposed finally, recognized in 1867, 
the Assembly have since adhered in letter and spirit. W hen clauses of appropriation, or clauses 
imposing a duty, tax, rate, rent, return, or impost, were inserted in Bills of a general character, the 
righ t of the Council to amend or reject any portion of the general measure has not been questioned 
since the date of the agreement. The rationale of this agreement is ohvious :— a clause appropriating 
a part of the public revenue, if sent up in a separate Bill, could not be amended by the C o u n c i l i f  
it were sent up in a general measure, it was not intended th a t the powers of the Council over other 

' parts of th a t general measure should be in any way abridged by th a t fact ; but, on the.other hand, 
it  cannot be supposed th a t the Council could thereby attain any power of amendment over the clause 
m aking the appropriation any more than if it  were contained in a separate Bill.

W ith respect to the Bill a t present under consideration, it is not contended (as the Council 
by their message seem to suppose) that they can make no amendment in i t ; but it is contended and 
insisted upon th a t they can make no amendment which either directly or in its consequences imposes 
a burthen on the people; amendments of th a t character being undeniably forbidden to the House of 
Lords by the practice of the Im perial Parliam ent.

A  return laid before the Council of money Bills and Bills incidentally involving taxation or 
appropriation, in which the Council have made amendments since October 1867, has been cited as a 
proof that their claim to make the amendments a t present in controversy is well founded. B ut w hat 
th a t return proves is, tha t the Assembly have carried out faithfully the agreement already recited 
(entered into in the early part of tha t year), by not objecting to amendments in such Bills when 
they left the money clauses untouched.

I t  is necessary further to state th a t if no agreement had ever been come to between the 
Houses, some of the amendments made by the Council in the Railway Construction Bill m ust be 
rejected as a violation of the 56th section of the Constitution A ct, which forbids the Council to make



any alteration in an appropriation of public money. The third clause of the Railway Construction 
Bill appropriates the funds raised on the security of, and to be repaid out of, the public revenue of 
Victoria, for the construction of certain specified lin es; and this clause the Council have amended 
by inserting a wholly new line (from Flinders street to Spencer street) ; and by another amendment 
in the fifth clause they direct tha t “ a sum not exceeding five thousand pounds” shall be expended 
on this new lin e ; an expenditure for which no sanction had ever been asked or obtained from the 
Chamber alone authorized by the Constitution to originate appropriations of public money.

By an amendment in the third clause they further provide tha t running powers may be taken 
by the Victorian Railways over the lines of the Hobson’s Bay Company ; an arrangement involving 
an annual expenditure, which under our Constitution the Assembly are only authorized to make 
after having received a message from the Governor recommending i t ; and which the Council are 
not authorized to make under any circumstances whatever.

The amendments in the Schedules are liable to a similar objection ; by varying or increasing 
the proposed expenditure, originated by the Assembly, they plainly violate the 56th section of the 
Constitution A c t ; for no substantial or intelligible distinction exists between the appropriation of 
the revenue and the appropriation of a loan to be repaid out of the revenue.

In  vindication of the Council, the strange suggestion has been thrown out tha t their amend­
ments cannot have interfered w ith any appropriation, because in point of fact the appropriation 
for railways is not made in the Construction A ct, but by an annual estimate submitted to Parliam ent 
in pursuance of one of its clauses. The intention of this clause has been entirely misunderstood. 
I t  does not give the Assembly the right, after certain lines have been authorized in an A ct of Parlia­
ment to determine which of them shall be made and which abandoned ;— such a right indeed m ight 
sanction a grave breach of public fa ith ;— it simply gives them the power of keeping a salutary check 
over the Railway Department, by a yearly audit, so tha t among the lines authorized by the Con­
struction A ct none shall be unduly favored or unduly postponed. T he clause is in these terms :—

“ Before any expenditure shall be made or contract entered into for the construction of the aforesaid railways 
or the purchase of land, an estimate of the expenditure which' the Board propose to incur for the said purposes 
during the ensuing twelve months, and also a statem ent showing the works or purposes for or in respect of which the 
moneys during the preceding year may have been applied, shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament, and the 
aforesaid estimate shall be submitted for the sanction o f the Legislative A ssem bly in the same manner as the annual 
Estimates of Expenditure for the public service.”

The Assembly have endeavored, at the risk of tediousness, to traverse the entire field of 
this controversy, so tha t their claims, and the precise grounds of them, may be distinctly understood 
by the Council, and to answer in good faith  and courtesy, as far as they are acquainted w ith them, all 
the arguments relied upon in resisting them. They earnestly invite the Council to take their reasons 
into favorable consideration, and to be mindful of the duty under which the Assembly lies not to 
abandon the special functions it was created to exercise.

The Assembly contend th a t these “ special functions” have been invaded. They submit tha t 
it has been show n:

(1.) T h a t the .B ill “ authorizing the construction of certain railways by the S ta te ” appro­
priates a part of the revenue of Victoria, or, w hat amounts to the same thing, the 
proceeds of debentures which the revenue will have to redeem.

(2.) T ha t the amendments made by the Council involve the expenditure of public money, 
authority for the payment of which did not originate in the Assembly.

(3.) T hat such amendments have been made in defiance of the 56th section of the Consti­
tution A ct, and also in violation of the 34th section, and of the express agreement 
made and adopted by the Council on the 21st M ay 1867, which fix the power and 
procedure of the Council in relation to all Bills of A id and Supply as identical with 
the corresponding power and procedure of the House of Lords.

No proposition is more certain than th a t a public wrork involving expenditure, direct or 
consequential, can originate in no other place in England than in the House of Commons, and can 
originate in no other place in the colony of V ictoria than in the Assembly. T he privilege of 
authorizing, limiting, and controlling the public expenditure, in all cases whatever, was bestowed on 
the Assembly for important public ends, in which the interests of them constituents and the country 
generally are involved ; and it is their clear duty and fixed determination to preserve this privilege 
intact.

M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l  A m e n d m e n t s .—  The 
Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t a Select Committee be appointed to prepare a reply to 
the statement of the Assembly just read on the subject of their alleged privileges.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the following be the Members of the Select Com m ittee:— 

The Honorables Sir C. Sladen, F . T . Sargood, N . Fitzgerald, J .  Balfour, J .  Graham, T . T . a’Beckett, 
J .  Gumming, Sir S. Wilson, and the Mover.

Debate ensued.
H o n o r a b l e  W . W il s o n .— T he President having called upon the Honorable W. Wilson by name, the 

Honorable W . Wilson declined to w ithdraw  from the Council Chamber when requested to do so by 
the President.

The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h at the Honorable W . Wilson be held guilty of contempt.
Question—put and passed.
The Honorable W . Wilson retired from the Council Chamber in custody of the Usher, by direction of 

the President.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B il l  A m e n d m e n t s .—

Debate resumed.
Question— T hat the following be the Members of the Select Committee :— The Honorables Sir C. Sladen,

F . T . Sargood, N . Fitzgerald, J .  Balfour, J .  Graham, T . T . a’Beckett, J .  Gumming, Sir S. Wilson, 
and the Mover— put and passed.



W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  
A s s e m b l y .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the Message from the Legislative 
Assembly w ith this Bill being read, the Honorable II . Cutlibert moved, T h a t the Council agree to 
the following amendment made by the Legislative Assembly in the amendment made by the Council 
in clause 1, line 8 of the B i l l :—

Omit all words from first word “ a n d ” and insert instead “ the following words and 
expressions, th a t is to say, ‘ the Board,’ ‘ sewer,’ ‘ street,’ and ‘ irrigation,’ wherever used 
in th is or in the principal A ct or in the sections hereby adopted and incorporated shall 
have and bear the like meanings respectively as are assigned to them in and by the fourth 
section of “ The P ublic Works S ta tu te  1865,” unless there be something in the subject or 
context repugnant to such construction.”

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
T he H onorable II . Cutlibert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on their amendment in clause 2, 

line 1, page 2, v iz :— A fter “ inclusive” insert “ two hundred and forty-seven.’
Debate ensued.
A m endm ent moved by the Honorable Sir C. Sladen, T h a t the Council do insist on their amendment.
Question— T h at the Council do insist on their amendment— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the Council do insist on their amendment to leave out 

clause 8 of the Bill.
Question— put and passed.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the Select Committee appointed this day to prepare a reply 

to the statem ent of the Assembly on their alleged privileges, be appointed to prepare, also, reasons 
for insisting on the amendments in “ The W aterworks A c t  1865 Am endm ent P i l l ”

Question—put and passed.
B e e c h w o r t ii  W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1860 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The President having reported that the 

Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair prin t of this B ill was in accordance w ith the 
Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable I I . Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and 
passed.

T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to amend the Beechwortii 
u Waterworks A c t  1860.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T hat a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
R e a s o n s  o f  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y — S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e  o n .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, with 

leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the Select Committee appointed to prepare a 
reply to the statem ent of the Assembly, on the subject of their alleged privileges, have power to 
meet on days on which the Council does not sit.

Question— put and passed.
H o n o r a b l e  W . W i l s o n .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, T hat the 

Honorable W . W ilson be permitted to resume his place, in order to apologize for the use of words 
offensive to the President and to the House.

Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable W. Wilson, having entered the Council Chamber, apologized to the President and to 

the Council.
T he Honorable I I . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Honorable W . W ilson be relieved from contempt, and 

tha t the fees incurred be not enforced.
Question— put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert, w ith ' leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Thursday next.

Question— put and passed.
T he Council adjourned at tw enty minutes past six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 

15th instant.

o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y .

T u e s d a y , 2 0 t ii  N o v e m b e r  1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a  second time.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
W ednesday, 14th November.

R e a s o n s  o f  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y — at two o’clock.
R e f r e s h m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t ) —at half-past three o’clock.

Tuesday , 20 th November.
M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — a t half-past two o’clock.

O. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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THURSDAY, 15t h  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resident announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ amalgamate the City o f  M elbourne Gas and  Coke Company, the Collingwood, F itzroy and D istrict 
“ Gas and  Coke Company, and the South  M elbourne Gas Company, and to incorporate a Company 
“ to be called ‘ T he M etropolitan Gas C o m p a n y a n d  f o r  other purposes,” w ith which they desire 
the concurrence of the  Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Council Chamber, Speaker-

M elbourne, 15th November, 1877.

M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t a M essage be sent 
to the Legislative Assem bly requesting th a t they will be pleased to communicate to this House 
copies of the  R eport and Evidence taken  before the Committee of the Assem bly to which this Bill 
has been referred during the present Session of Parliam ent.

Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egislative Assem bly return  to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“p ro v id e fo r  the R egula tion  and  Inspection o f  M ines,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that 
the Legislative A ssem bly have agreed to some of the amendments made by the Legislative Council 
in th is B ill, have disagreed to others, and have agreed to other amendments w ith amendments, w ith 
which they desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 15th November, 1877.

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l . —  M e s s a g e  f r o m  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The
H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the consideration of the M essage from the Legislative
Assembly w ith  this B ill be made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to> 
“ authorize the construction by the S ta te  o f  a l i n e  o f  R a ilw a y  fr o m  Melbourne to Oakleigh,” w ith
which they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.,

M elbourne, 14th November, 1877.

G i p p s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now 
read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the

second reading m ade an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 20th instant.



M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ authorize the construction by the State o f  a L ine o f  R a ilw ay to be called the Goulburn Valley  
“ Raihoaij,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 15th November, 1877.
G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a il w a y  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h at this Bill be now read a 

first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the 20th instant.
M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt o f  the 

following Message from the Legislative A ssem bly :—
M r. P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
“ to enable the Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Company to sue and be sued in the 
“ Colony o f  Victoria in the name o f  the Company and  fo r  other purposes,” w ith which they desire 
the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 15th November, 1877.
L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— The Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, 

T h a t a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly, requesting th a t they will be pleased to 
communicate to this House copies of the R eport and Evidence taken before the Committee of the 
Assembly to which this Bill has been referred during the present Session of Parliam ent. ''■

Question—put and passed.
P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert laid upon the Table the following Paper :—

Land A c t 1869.— Estim ate of land to be sold in the year 1877-8.
Ordered to He on the Table.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following Message from the Legislative Assembly , ,..i ,,,

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council copies of the R eport and 

Proceedings from the Select Committee appointed during the present Session on the B ill intituled 
“ A n  A c t to amalgamate the City o f  M elbourne Gas and Coke Company, the Collingwood, F itzroy , 
“ and D istrict Gas and Coke Company, and the South Melbourne Gas Company, and to incorporate 
“ a Company to be called  ‘ The M etropolitan Gas Company,’ and fo r  other purposes,” in accordance 
w ith  the request of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, November, 1877.
M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he, Honorable F . T .  Sargood produced a  receipt, showing . that 

the sum of Tw enty pounds had been paid by the promoters of this Bill into the hands of the 
Colonial Treasurer for the public uses of the colony, and moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first 
time.

Question—put and passed.
Bill read a first time. - -
T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the second reading of the Bill be made an. Order of the 

Day for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .—T he President announcd to the Council the receipt of the 
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council copies of the Report and 

Proceedings from the Select Committee appointed during the present Session, on the Bill intituled 
“ A n  A c t to enable the L iverpool and  London and  Globe Insurance Company to sue and be sued 
“ in the Colony o f  Victoria in the name o f  the Company, and f o r  other purposes,”  in accordance 
w ith the request of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, November, 1877.
L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Honorable D r. Dobson produced 

a receipt, showing th a t the sum of Tw enty pounds had been paid by the promoters of this Bill into 
the hands of the Colonial Treasurer for the public uses of the colony, and moved, T h a t this Bill be 
now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time.
The Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, ,That the second reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for Tuesday next. 1
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes past five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 
20th instant.



O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 2 0 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be vend a seco n d  tim e.

2. R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— Consideration of Message from Legislative Assembly.
3. Gt p p s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T o be read a  seco n d  tim e.

4 . GrOULBURN V a l l e y  R a il w a y  B i l l .— T o b e  read a se c o n d  tim e.

5. M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o be read a seco n d  tim e.

6 . L i v e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o be read a seco n d  t im e .

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
M onday , 19 tk November.

R e a s o n s  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y — a t th ree  o ’c lo c k .

Tuesday , 2 0 th November.
M in in g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — a t h a lf-p a s t  tw o  o ’c lo ck .

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 2 0 t h  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.
R e a s o n s  o f  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l  A m e n d m e n t s .— R e p o r t  o f  

S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e . —  T he Honorable R . S. Anderson brought up a R eport from the Select 
Committee, appointed on the 13th instant, to prepare a reply to the statem ent of the Assembly of 
their alleged privileges.

T he R eport was read at the Table by the Clerk as hereunder set forth :—
“ T he Select Committee appointed to prepare a  reply to the M essage of the  Legislative 

Assembly on the R ailw ay Construction Bill lately before the Council, have the honor to report as 
follows to your H onorable House :—

“ T he M essage of the  Assembly ranges over many subjects, some of w hich have little  or no 
connection w ith  the R ailw ay Construction Bill. T hey have therefore passed over some statem ents 
which m ight demand a reply, if the occasion made it  necessary, and they mention the fact lest it  
should be thought hereafter th a t the validity of an unchallenged statem ent is necessarily admitted.

“ There is one statem ent, however, which, having no connection w ith  the Bill, they  have 
thought it  necessary to traverse, viz., in alluding to the ‘ legal righ t of rejection’ by the Council, i t  
is added in a parenthesis ‘(w hich is in effect merely a suspensive vote).’

“ To have passed over w ithout rem ark a statem ent so unfounded, th a t it  cannot be called 
even an inference from anything contained in the Constitution A ct, seemed to your Committee 
undesirable. T hey  have therefore in this, and one or tw o other instances, been compelled to discuss 
points w hich have no direct connection w ith the Railw ay Construction B ill.”

T hey  recommend th a t the following reasons, in reply to the  M essage referred to your Com­
mittee, be sent to the Assem bly :—

T he Legislative Council thank the Legislative Assembly for their specific statem ent of the 
grounds upon w hich they consider th a t their privileges have been invaded by the amendments made 
by the Council in the Railway Construction Bill, and the Council having, in accordance w ith  the 
invitation of the Assembly, given careful consideration to the argum ents set forth in th a t statem ent, 
transm it to the  Assembly the following reply thereto. _ _

T he Council do not deem it necessary to enter into an argum ent w ith the Legislative Assembly 
as to the powers the Assem bly “ was created to possess,” nor as to the  “ intentions of thn Select 
“ Committee who framed the Constitution ” as expressed “ in a R eport to the old Legislative 
“ Council.” They are satisfied to rely upon the Constitution A c t as it appears upon the Victorian 
S tatu te  Book, and cannot recognize any authority in the m atter of legislation drawn from any 
other source*

' T he Council desire to remind the Assembly th a t a  M essage was sent to the Assembly by the 
Council on the 3rd O ctober 1865, requesting their concurrence in the following resolutions, v iz . :

1. “ T h a t it is expedient th a t the differences w hich have arisen between the Legisla- 
« tive Council and the Legislative Assembly, relating to the interpretation of the Constitution 
“  A ct, should be referred to the Judicial Committee of the P rivy  Council, pursuant to the 
“ A ct of the Im perial Parliam ent, 3 & 4 W illiam IV , c. 41, s. 4.

2. “ T h a t it is desirable th a t a Jo in t Address be presented to the  Queen, praying
“ Her Majesty to refer such differences accordingly.

3. “ T h a t such A ddress should be prepared by Committees to be appointed by both 
“ Houses for th a t purpose.”

T he A ssem bly sent the following reply :—
1. T h a t while the Legislative Assembly desire th a t the differences between the 

Houses be determined as speedily as possible, they are of opinion th a t it  is inexpedient, 
under any circumstances, th a t such differences should be referred, as proposed by the 
Legislative Council, to the Judicial Committee of the P rivy  Council.



2 . T h a t if the Legislative Council see fit to invite the  Legislative Assembly to confer 
upon the subject generally, the Legislative Assembly are prepared to appoint a Committee 
to confer w ith a Committee of the Legislative Council.
I t  is manifestly impossible, as experience proves, for the two Houses to reconcile their con­

flicting views and opinions in interpreting the Constitution Act.
T he Judicial Committee of the P rivy  Council is the only tribunal in existence competent to 

express an authoritative decision in the matter, and to it the Council are, as they ever have been, 
willing to submit the case. B ut if the Assembly still insist tha t it is “ inexpedient, under any 
circumstances, tha t the differences between the Houses should be referred to tha t tribunal,” the 
Council can only hope th a t m utual forbearance will be exercised. The assertion of disputed claims 
can only lead to interruptions of the public business, and of th a t good feeling which is so 
essential to the efficient working of Parliam entary Institutions.

The Council cannot admit th a t the 34th section of the Constitution A ct in any manner 
controls or enlarges the Legislative power conferred by tha t A ct. I t  merely provides for the 
temporary adoption of such rules, forms, and usages of the Im perial Parliam ent as were necessary 
to give due formality to communications between the two Chambers, until they could, subject to 
the great empowering enactment— the Constitution A ct— provide for all needs by adopting Standing 
O rders; and the section declares—“ T h at no Standing Rule or Order which shall affect the 
“ communication between the said Council and Assembly, or the proceedings of the said Council 
“ and Assembly collectively, shall be of any force unless the same shall have been adopted both by 
“ the said Council and Assembly,”— thus leaving the regulation of all such m atters entirely to such 
rules as the two Houses m ight agree upon, subject always to the provisions of the Constitution Act.

The words of the 34th section state as distinctly as words can state anything, tha t no Rule 
or Order affecting the proceedings of the Council and Assembly collectively can have any force 
unless adopted by both Houses, and approved by the Governor, and it cannot be reasonably 
contended th a t the Assembly, by passing their Standing Order 273, which declares tha t they will 
waive certain alleged privileges, thereby established their possession of privileges which had not at 
the time of the passing the Standing Order any existence.

A s the 273rd Standing Order of the Assembly has never been submitted to the Council it is 
to them  as if it  had no existence. The Legislative Assembly would probably make the same remark 
w ith regard to the 38th Standing Order of the Council, which provides “ T h a t all questions of 
“ finance or addresses to the Crown relating thereto shall first be considered in Committee of the 
“ whole House.” B ut nevertheless the Council have thus recorded their righ t to have a voice also 
in questions of finance.

T he Jo in t Standing Orders themselves are fatal to the pretensions now put forward by the 
Assembly, for they do not contain one word calculated to import into V ictoria any of the peculiar 
relations between the Houses of Lords and Commons.

The separate Standing Orders of each House on the other hand provide that, as regards 
each House separately, in all cases not especially provided for, resort shall be had to the rules, 
forms, usages, and practice of the Im perial Parliam ent of G reat B ritain and Ireland in the one case, 
of the Commons House of Parliam ent in G reat Britain and Ireland in the other, so far as the same 
may be applicable to the proceedings of each body separately.

The Conference Committees of 1867 recommended th a t a Jo in t Standing Order should be 
framed to accomplish, if possible, the object they then had in view ; but, as will be shown, the 
attem pt to frame such an Order failed.

T he recommendation in the Progress Report of the Conference Committees is described in the 
Reasons of the Assembly as a formal agreement finally recognized between the two H ouses; but 
such was not the case, as will appear by the following statem ent of facts, of which an incomplete 
narrative is given in those Reasons.

I t  is correctly recited therein th a t Committees of both Houses conferred together about the 
course of procedure w ith “ Bills the primary but not the only object of which is the imposition of 
“ any duty, rate, tax, rent, return, or impost.”

I t  is also correctly recited th a t the Conference Committees recommended (in a Progress 
Report) th a t the Council and Assembly should be guided by the precedents established respectively 
by the Houses of Lords and Commons.

I t  is also correctly recited th a t the Council and Assembly severally adopted in M ay 1867 the 
Progress Report of the Conference Committees, but at this point the recital stops ; although it 
professes to be a “ history of the agreement,” and although important events occurred subsequently.

In  continuance of the narrative, the Council would point out th a t the same Committees 
conferred again repeatedly in June  1867, and on the 18th of tha t month made another Report 
recommending th a t “ The object o f  the resolution contained in the said Progress R eport should, i f  
possible, be accomplished by means o f  a Jo in t Standing Order o f  both Houses, and th a t each House 
should cause the Standing Orders and Jo in t Standing Orders to be considered, w ith a view to make 
them consistent w ith tha t resolution.”

I t  will thus be seen th a t not only was the resolution quoted in the Reasons of the Assembly 
insufficient to authorize a change of practice, but th a t it was known and stated to be so a t the time ; 
and doubts would almost seem to have been suggested by the use of the words “ i f  possible” of the 
power of the Houses to accomplish, even by a Jo in t Standing Order, the object of the resolution 
erroneously cited as a completed agreement.

The Council, however, complied w ith the recommendation of the Conference Committees, 
and referred both Reports to the Committee on the Standing Orders. The Standing Orders Com­
mittee performed its part, and on the 6th A ugust, 1867, brought up a Progress Report embodying 
“ as f a r  as seems practicable  the determinat ion of the Conference Committees.”

T he journals of the Assembly show that on the 9th Ju ly , 1867, the Reports of the Con­
ference Committees Avere referred to the Standing Orders Committee of the Assembly, and that a 
Report was made on the 24th Ju ly  to the Assembly.



T he Standing Orders Committee of the Council recommended th a t it should be—

Resolved—
T h at the following alterations and additions be made in the Jo in t Standing Orders of the 

Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly :—

J .O . (2.) T h a t the second Jo in t Standing Order be read as follows:— M essages from one 
House to the other shall be in w riting, and shall be communicated by the Clerk 
A ssistant of each House respectively, unless the House transm itting the Message 
shall otherwise direct, and shall be received by either House, although the other 
House be not then sitting.

J .O . (15.) T h a t the fifteenth Jo in t Standing Order be road as follows:— T he three fair 
prints of all Bills, except the A ppropriation B ill and Bills of Supply and T ax  Bills, 
shall be presented to the Governor for H er M ajesty’s A ssent by the Clerk of the 
Parliam ents.

J .O . (26.) T h a t the Bills required by the 56tli section of the Constitution A c t to
originate in the Legislative Assembly shall, so far as regards the subject m atter
thereof, be framed in accordance w ith the practice of the Lords and Commons 
respectively in regard to Bills of the like nature.

T he attem pt of the Committee of the Council to compose the requisite Jo in t Standing 
Order resulted only in a recommendation th a t the Bills described in the 56th section of the
Constitution A ct should be framed in a particular manner.

T he Standing Orders Committee of the Assembly appears to have found it still more difficult 
to comply w ith  the request to prepare the required Jo in t Standing Order. The recommendation of 
the Assembly Committee was merely, th a t the Jo in t S tanding Order No. 15 (i.e., “ T he three fair 
prints of all Bills, except the Appropriation Bill when passed,' shall be presented to the Governor 
for H er M ajesty’s A ssent by the Clerk of the Parliam ents ”) should be repealed, and the following 
Standing Order be adopted :—

“ T he three fair prints of all Bills, except Appropriation Bills and Bills of Free G ift when 
“ passed, shall be presented to the Governor for H er M ajesty’s A ssent by the Clerk of the Parlia- 
“ ments. A ll A ppropriation Bills and Bills of F ree G ift shall, when printed, be furnished by the 
“ Clerk of the Parliam ents to the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly for presentation by him to 
“ the Governor for H er M ajesty’s A ssent.”

These divergent reports only made one thing clear, viz., th a t the Conference Committees 
exercised a wise forecast in doubting the possibility of giving effect to their recommendations.

T he Council Standing Orders Committee, in attem pting to grapple w ith the question, 
limited its proposition solely to the class of Bills (necessarily limited in number) mentioned in the 
56th clause of the Constitution A ct, and to the framing of such Bills w ith  regard to their subject 
m atter.

T he Assem bly Committee did not grapple w ith the question a t all, but drew up a draft order 
upon the ceremonial act of presentation of Bills for the Royal A ssent.

Such divergent reports could lead to nothing, and nothing was done; and not only was nothing 
done a t the time “ to accomplish the o b jec t” sought by the Conference Committees and by the 
two Houses, bu t the m atter was not submitted for discussion in either House in 1867, and has not 
been revived in any subsequent session.

So far, therefore, from there having been a clear, formal, and final recognition of the 
principle contended for by the Assembly in 1867 as asserted in the Reasons of the Assembly, 
nothing at all resulted from the Conference to which they have called attention ; and the Council 
cannot but express surprise th a t the Assembly now designates as an agreement th a t which was never 
matured, and never brought to the stage described by its originators as necessary to give it effect if 
possible. A nduthey are constrained to remind the Assembly th a t they could have no grounds for 
supposing th a t the Assembly would thus endeavor to galvanize into life a project which never 
reached the stage declared essential to its vitality.

Such is the complete history of the events of w hich the Reasons of the Assembly narrate only 
the preliminary proceedings.

T he Council would not wish it to be inferred th a t they would be loth to carry out any agree­
ment actually made ; but the facts show th a t no agreement was made, and th a t the steps declared 
to be necessary to accomplish the object of the Progress Report, if it  were even possible to 
do so, were never taken by either House. I t  is undeniable th a t the 34th clause of the Constitution 
A ct deprives of validity any Standing Rule or Order “ affecting the proceedings of the Council 
and the Assembly collectively,” unless it be adopted both by the Council and Assembly, and 
approved by the Governor.”

T he  Council are unable to see any force in the statem ent of the Assembly, th a t the righ t of 
the Council to amend any portion of a general measure containing clauses of appropriation, or imposing 
a  duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or impost “ has not been questioned since the date of the agreement. 
T he Council had, previously, i.e., from 1857 to 1867, been in the habit of m aking such amendments 
in Bills, and the Assembly had been in the habit of agreeing to many of them. The practice has 
therefore been continuously uniform.

T he Council th ink it necessary to remind the Assembly th a t the circumstances which occuired 
in 1866 w ith  regard to the form of Pream bles of Bills were not calculated to lead the Council to 
believe th a t the Assembly desired to adhere to arrangements made at th a t period.

•In A pril 1866, Committees of both Houses in conference^ upon differences w ith respect to a 
B ill of Supply agreed upon a form of Pream ble. T he A ppropriation Bill of 1866 when sent fiom 
the Assembly to the Council contained the form of Pream ble agreed to by the Conference Committees.



In  the Appropriation Bill of the following year th a t form was not used, bu t the form con­
demned by the Conference Committees was reverted to, and has since been inserted in such Bills, 
and in Bills of Aid and Supply, notwithstanding the arrangement made and respected by both 
Houses in 1866.

A s this deviation from an arrangement about the form of Pream ble seems to have escaped 
the recollection of the Assembly, it will perhaps not be superfluous to set out the words of the 
Preamble to the A ppropriation Bill in 1866, which were as follow :—

“ M ost  G-r a c io u s  S o v e r e ig n —

“ W hereas we Y our M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects the Legislative Assem- 
“ bly of V ictoria in Parliam ent assembled towards making good the supply which we have 
“ cheerfully voted to Y our M ajesty have resolved to vote unto Your M ajesty the sums herein- 
“ after mentioned we do therefore most humbly beseech Your M ajesty th a t it may be enacted 
“  and Be it  enacted ” &c., &c., &c.
T he form was changed by the Assembly in 1867 to the following, which appears as the 

Pream ble to the Appropriation Bill of th a t year :—
“  M o st  G-r a c io u s  S o v e r e ig n —

“ W e Y our M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects the Legislative Assembly of 
“ V ictoria in Parliam ent assembled towards making good the supply which we have cheerfully 
“ granted  to Your M ajesty in this session of Parliam ent have resolved to gran t unto Your 
“ M ajesty the sums hereinafter mentioned and do therefore most humbly beseech Your 
“ M ajesty th a t it may be enacted and Be it  enacted ” &c., &c., &c.
T he latter form, which it will be seen differs essentially from the one agreed upon, has 

been prefixed to the Consolidated Revenue Bills of the present year.
The change made in 1867 was made the subject of special conference between Committees of 

the Houses, but the Assembly did not consent to revert to the form of Preamble agreed upon in 
1866.— The form last set forth has been adopted by the Assembly ever since ; but the Council on 
the first occasion of passing a Bill w ith such a Preamble, in 1868 (13th Ju ly ) , and on several 
subsequent occasions passed Bills w ith the following protest :—

“ T h a t this Bill, notw ithstanding its Pream ble against w hich th is House protests, on 
“ the ground th a t it is not in accordance w ith the form of Pream ble settled and agreed upon 
“ by and between Committees of the two Houses met in conference in A pril 1866, on the 
“ subject of the differences between the two Houses w ith reference to a B ill then before the 
“ Legislative Council, intituled 1 A n  A c t fo r  granting to H er M ajesty certain Duties o f  
“  ‘ Customs and fo r  altering certain other d u t i e s and subsequently confirmed by both 
“ Houses, be now read a second time.”
T he Council have called attention to this controversy as to the form of Pream ble (which the 

Standing Orders Committee of the Assembly, as above recited, designated the Free G ift Preamble), 
because in this Pream ble the Assem bly pretend to assert a righ t inherent in them alone to grant 
Supplies to H er M ajesty irrespective of the C ouncil; and so to assume the exclusive powers 
claimed by the House of Commons in the Im perial Parliam ent in all questions of public money, 
which the Council have invariably maintained are not w arranted by our S tatutory Constitution.

T he Council notice the statem ent th a t “ it is not contended th a t they can make no amend­
m ent in the Railway Construction B i l l b u t  they cannot accept the inference which appears to be 
drawn by the Assembly, th a t their unquestioned power in the m atter springs from the abortive 
resolution of 1867, previously commented upon.

The Council cannot concur w ith the argument th a t any of their amendments in the  Railway 
Construction Bill were in violation of the 56th section of the Constitution A ct.

T he Bill was certainly not “ a Bill for appropriating ” any portion of the Revenue, nor did the 
Assembly consider it such a B i l l ; for in th a t case it would have been required to be introduced by 
M essage from the Governor. I t  surely is unnecessary to remind the Assembly th a t a Bill for 
appropriating any part of the Revenue of Victoria is the only Appropriation Bill the Council are 
precluded by the Constitution A ct from altering or amending.

In  introducing the words “ w ith a view to the exercise of running powers by the Victorian 
Railways over the railway lines of the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay U nited Railway Company,” 
the Council contend th a t they have not infringed the rights of the Assembly, inasmuch as the 
clause in the Railway Construction Bill so amended did not appropriate Revenue.

I t  would appear as if the Assembly considers appropriation and expenditure as convertible 
terms ; a  view in which the Council are unable to concur.

T he  money is appropriated by the Loan A ct and expended under the Railway Construction A ct.

In  the Reasons already sent to the Assembly, the Council have recorded the fact th a t the 56th 
section of the  Constitution A c t is the only one which qualifies the equal powers of legislation 
conferred on both Houses by the 1st section.

I f  the 56th section were not in the A c t no one could pretend th a t any limitation upon the 
powers of the Council had been imposed. I t  follows th a t the limitation in the 56th section must 
be read in the plain words of the A ct, and not strained dr enlarged. I t  would be a waste of 
words to dwell upon the point th a t th a t section contains nothing w hatever to justify  the claims 
now pu t forward by the Assembly as applicable to the Railway Construction B il l ; and yet, w ithout 
th a t section, there is clearly nothing in the Constitution w hich establishes any difference w hatever 
between the powers of the two Houses.

T he statement tha t “ T he legal righ t of rejecting Bills is in effect merely a suspensive vote ” 
is one which the Council cannot accept as justified by the Constitution A ct. T o recognize it as



valid would be, in the opinion of the Council, to defeat one of the main safeguards of the Con­
stitution and to admit th a t an elective body like the Council is not to be trusted w ith powers which 
have been freely exercised by nominee Councils in other colonies ;— more especially as the privileges, 
immunities, and powers of the Legislative Council equally w ith those of the Legislative Assembly 
are by the S tatu te 20 V iet. No. 1 declared to be those of the Commons House of Parliam ent of 
G reat Britain.

The Council observe that it is stated in the Reasons of the Assembly th a t the intention of the 
9th clause of the Railw ay Construction Bill has been misunderstood. T he clause required th a t 
before any expenditure should be made or contract entered into for the construction of the 
enumerated Railways, an estim ate should “ be submitted for the sanction of the Legislative 
Assembly in the same manner as the annual Estim ates of expenditure for the public service.”

The Council are not aware w hether any person has misunderstood these words or not, but 
they hold th a t the money now available for expenditure was appropriated by the Loan A ct of 1876, 
and th a t the Railw ay Construction Bill could only, by distorted reasoning, be represented as a 
Bill for appropriating any part of the public money.

For the foregoing reasons, the Council would firmly but w ith courtesy contend th a t none of 
their amendments in the B ill were in violation of the Constitution A ct,— T h at none of them made 
expenditure necessary w ithout separate legislation,— T h at w hat the Reasons of the  Assembly 
designate as an express agreement, is distinctly shown by the proceedings of both Houses to 
have been an inchoate proposition, never m atured by either House in the manner pointed out to both 
Houses by their Committees as essential to success, if success were possible.

Finally, the Council would express a hope th a t m utual forbearance and goodwill may 
characterize the two Houses, as they did for many years after the Constitution A ct was brought 
into operation. T h a t A ct is definite, and it ought not to be difficult to adhere to it  faithfully w ithout 
giving offence.

The powers of the Legislative Council differ materially from those of the House of Lords. 
The Council is created by a sta tu te  w hich limits its powers and privileges, w ith  certain defined 
exceptions, to those of the House of Commons. I ts  powers, like those of the Assembly, are 
created and are bounded by th a t enactment.

T he M embers of the  Council take their seats, not in their own right, bu t for a  limited term  
as representatives of the cou n try ; and as each member in tu rn  lays down his trust, the people have 
an opportunity of electing some other representative.

B y such a Constitution, obeyed w ith  good will by members of both Houses, using their 
m utual powers w ith forbearance, i t  would be disrespectful to the community to  doubt th a t all whole­
some legislation can be secured.

F or these and the  reasons previously transm itted to the Assembly, the  Council m aintain 
that their power to deal w ith  a R ailw ay Construction B ill is not in any sense limited by the 
Constitution A ct as in the case of the A ppropriation of R evenue; th a t the course they  have 
pursued is not new, bu t has been invariably adopted by them  on previous occasions; th a t they 
have not made and cannot legally make any waiver or enter into any agreem ent w ith the Assembly 
to forego any of the rights w hich the Constitution has vested in them.

T he Council, in conclusion, assure the Assem bly th a t it is and has been their desire a t all 
times to respect and give careful consideration to the views and wishes of the Assem bly; and w hilst 
trusting th a t they, the  Council, w ill ever “ be mindful of the duty under which the Assem bly lies 
not to abandon the special functions it  was created to exercise,” they  would express a hope th a t the 
Assembly will also not be unmindful of the rights and duties which the Council were created to 
exercise and perform.

The Honorable R . S. Anderson moved, T h a t the  adoption of the R eport be made an Order of the  D ay 
for to-morrow.

Question—put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the  Council the receipt of 
the following M essage from the Legislative Assem bly ;—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ provide fo r  the more convenient adm inistration o f  the E xtrad ition  A cts  1870 and  1873,” with 
which they desire the concurrence of th e  Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F T ,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.
Melbourne, 20th  November, 1877.

E x t r a d it io n  B i l l .— T h e Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B i l l  be now read a  first time.
Question— put and passed. T j . i
B ill read a first time, and, on the  motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for Thursday, the 22nd instant.

P aper. T he  Honorable II. C uthbert laid upon the Table the following Paper :—
Deceased Persons, D uties on E states of.— Rules made under Duties on E states of Deceased 

Persons S tatu te 1870 (12th November, 1877).
Ordered to lie on the Table.



P e t i t i o n .—The Honorable Dr. Dobson presented a Petition from the Corporation of the City of Melbourne, 
and under the corporate seal thereof, praying tha t certain amendments may be made in the Metro­
politan Gas Company Bill.

Petition received, and, on the motion of the Honorable Dr. Dobson, referred to the Committee of the 
Council to which the Bill may be referred.

W a t e r w o r k s  A ct 1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— R e p o r t  of 
S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e  a p p o in t e d  to  p r e p a r e  R e a s o n s .— T he Honorable R. S. Anderson brought 
up a Report from the Select Committee appointed to prepare reasons for insisting on the amendments 
made by the Council in clauses 2 and 8 of “ The Waterworks A c t 1865 Am endm ent B ill .”

The Report was read at the Table by the Clerk as follows :—

The Select Committee appointed by the Legislative Council to prepare reasons for insisting 
on the amendments made by the Council in “ The W aterworks A c t  1865 Amendment B ill ,” have 
the honor to make the following R e p o r t :—

The Message of the Legislative Assembly stated tha t they disagreed w ith the amendments 
“ because they were infringements of the privileges of the Legislative Assembly, inasmuch as they 
“ altered the proposed mode of collecting the rate.”

Y our Committee recommend th a t the following reasons be urged by the Council in insisting 
on the amendments :—

1. The Bill does not directly or indirectly appropriate any part of the Revenue of Victoria, 
or impose any duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or impost.

2. The clauses, the alteration of which is deemed by the Assembly to be an infringement of 
its privileges, have reference to sections in existing A cts which do not directly or indirectly appro­
priate any part of the Revenue of Victoria, or impose any duty, rate, tax , rent, return, or impost, 
nor do the said clauses, or the alterations proposed by the Council therein, have any such effect.

3. T he amendment, to strike out the eighth clause of the Bill, in effect merely maintains the 
existing law (s. 8, <(Waterworks A c t  1865”) which defines the manner in which charges and rates 
already levied are to be summarily recovered before a Court.

4. Analogously, the amendment made by the Council in the second clause only declines to 
substitute for the eighth clause of “ The W atenocrks A c t  1865 ” the two hundred and forty-seventh 
clause of “ The Public W orks Statute  1865,” which latter clause deals only w ith the manner in which 
rates, charges, or sums already due are to be recovered by judicial process or by distress.

5. The Council therefore cannot understand how it can be contended th a t amendments 
relative to procedure before a court, or to distress and sale of goods for sums due by any person, can 
be alleged to involve any privilege of the Legislative Assembly.

The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T hat the Report of the Select Committee be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.

W a t e r w o r k s  A ct  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable R . S. Anderson moved, T h at this Bill be 
returned to the Legislative Assembly, w ith a Message acquainting them th a t the Council have 
agreed to the amendments made by the Legislative Assembly on the amendments made by the 
Council in clause 1 of the Bill, and insist on the amendments made by the Council in clauses 2 and 
8 of the Bill for the reasons now adopted.

Question— put and passed.

I n s o l v e n c y  L a w  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill being 
called on, the Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the Order of the Day be discharged from the 
Paper.

Question—put and passed.

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the
■ M essage from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill being read, the Honorable II. Cuthbert 

moved, T h a t the Council agree to the following amendment made by the Legislative Assembly on 
the amendment made by the Council in clause 5 of the B i l l :—

Omission of following words disagreed to, viz :— “ and no person shall be so employed for 
more than forty-eight hours in any week, nor more than eight hours in any day.” Remainder of 
amendment agreed to w ith following amendment, viz :—insert instead, “ Provided th a t no person 
shall be deemed to be guilty of an offence against this A ct for a contravention of th a t part of this 
section relating to the time for which persons shall not be employed below ground if he prove before 
any two justices th a t there were special circumstances to render such contravention necessary for the 
proper working of the mine, and th a t such contravention was not injurious to the workmen employed 
in the mine.”

Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h at the Council agree to the following amendment made by the 

Legislative Assembly in the amendment made by the Council in clause 6, line 26 (subsection x .)
Omit “ surface,” insert “ top.”

Question— put and passed.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on their amendment in clause 6f 
line 41, after “ mine.”

Debate ensued.
Amendment moved by the Honorable F . T . Sargood, T h a t the Council do insist on the amendment.
Debate ensued.
Question— T hat the Council do insist on the amendment— put.



Council divided.
Contents 15.

T he  H on. W . Campbell 
S ir S. W ilson 
T . J .  Sumner 
J .  Balfour 
D r. Dobson 
W . I lig lie tt
F . T . Sargood

N ot Contents, 10.
T he Hon. Sir C. Sladen 

J .  Buchanan 
N . B lack 
G. W . Cole 
R . S. Anderson 
II . C uthbert 
C. J .  Jenner 
N . Fitzgerald 
G. F . Belcher 
J .  Graham ( Teller).

R . D . Reid
F . Robertson 
J .  P . Bear 
T . F . Ham ilton 
J .  A . W allace 
A . F raser 
J .  I len ty
R. Simson ( T eller).

T he question was therefore passed.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on their amendment in clause 6, 

line 2, page 6.
Am endment moved by the Honorable J .  A . W allace, T h a t the Council do insist on the amendment. 
D ebate ensued.
Question— T h a t the Council do insist on the amendm ent— put.
Council divided.

N o t Contents, 8.
T he Hon. N . B lack

W . Campbell
G. W . Cole
H . Cuthbert 
J .  B uchanan 
G. F . Belcher 
F . Robertson
J .  G raham  (T e lle r).

Contents, 16.
T he Hon. Sir C. Sladen 

Sir S. W ilson 
R . S. A nderson 
C. J .  Jenner 
J .  Balfour 
D r. Dobson 
W . H ighe tt
F . T . Sargood 
R. D . Reid 
T . F . H am ilton 
J .  P . Bear 
J .  A . W allace 
N . Fitzgerald 
A . F raser 
J .  H enty
R. Simson ( T eller).

T he question was therefore passed*
Ordered— T h a t the B ill be returned to the L egislative Assembly, w ith  a M essage acquainting them  

th a t the  Council have agreed to some amendments made by the Assem bly in amendments made by 
the Council in the B ill, and insist on the amendments made by the  Council in clause 6, line 41, and 
in clause 6, line 2, page 6. ■ Vv

G i p p s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the  second reading of th is Bill 
being read, the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time;

Debate ensued.
Question— pu t and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the  whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the P resident do now leave the C hair p u t and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ith amendments. ),
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the  R eport'be made an Order of the D ay for 

to-morrow.
Question—pu t and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .—T he following O rder of the  D ay was postponed until after the disposal of the succeeding
Order of the  D ay.

“  Goulburn Valley R a ilw a y  B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.

M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the second reading of this B ill being 
read, th e  Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a  second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he  Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the consideration of the B ill in Committee of the  whole Council 

be made an O rder of the  D ay for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.



G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a il w a y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being 
read, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the  Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the  P resident do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the  Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to  the same w ith  amendments.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the  adoption of the R eport be made an Order of the Day for 

to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Messages from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a  Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ am end and  consolidate the L a w s relating to F riendly  Societies,” w ith  w hich they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker,

Melbourne, 20th November, 1877.

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the  Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A ct 
“ to amend the L a w  w ith respect to M anufacturing, K eeping, Selling , Carrying, and  Importing 
“ Gunpowder a n d  other explosive substances,” w ith  w hich they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th November, 1877.

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 

“fo r  the Continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  L a w ” Also, a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to Continue an 
“ E xp ir in g  L a w ,” w ith w hich they desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th November, 1877.

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a  Bill intituled “ A n  A c t fo r  

“ defraying the expenses o f  constructing and  provid ing  Forts and  Arm am ents ,” w ith  which they 
desire the concurrence of the  Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
L egislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 20th November, 1877.

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to 

“ am end the L a w  relating to the D rainage o f  M ines,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker,

Melbourne, 20th November, 1877.

F r ie n d l y  S o c ie t ie s  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first time. 
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the Day for W ednesday, the  21st instant.

E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first time. 
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable I I . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday, the  21st instant.

E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( D is e a s e s  i n  S t o c k  A c t )  C o n t in u a t io n  B i l l .— T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, 
T h a t this B ill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday, the  21st instant.

E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( F e n c in g  A c t )  C o n t in u a t io n  B i l l .— T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill 
be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday, the 21st instant.



F o r t s  a n d  A r m a m e n t s  B i l l .— T he H onorable II . Cutlibert moved, T h a t this B ill be n o w  read a first 
time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the H onorable I I .  C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and the

second reading made an Order of the D ay for T hursday, the  22nd instant.

D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a first time.
Question—put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable I I .  Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the

second reading made an Order of the  D ay for T hursday, the  22nd instant.

L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second 
reading of th is Bill being read, the H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a 
second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
The H onorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the consideration of the B ill in Committee of the whole 

Council be made an O rder of the D ay for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t twenty-five m inutes to eleven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, 
the 21st instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 2 1 s t  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. G i p p s l a n d  R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— A doption of Report.
2. G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a i l w a y  B i l l .— A doption of Report.
3. F r ie n d l y  S o c ie t ie s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4 . E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— T o be read a second time.
5. E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( D i s e a s e s  i n  S t o c k  A c t )  C o n t i n u a t io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
6. E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( F e n c in g  A c t )  C o n t i n u a t io n  B i l l .— To be read a  second time.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. R e a s o n s  o f  A s s e m b l y .— R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— A doption of R eport of Select Committee.
2. M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o be considered in Committee.
3. L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— To be considered in Committee.

T h u r s d a y , 2 2 n d  N o v e m b e r .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E x t r a d it io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2. F o r t s  a n d  A r m a m e n t s  B i l l .— T o be read a second time.
3. D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T o be read a second time.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 21st November.

M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l —at half-past two o’clock.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the P ari 'aments.
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L E G I S L A T I V E  COUNCI L.

WEDNESDAY, 21s t  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the Prayer.

M e ssa g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An A c t to 

“ provide fo r  the Regulation and Inspection o f  M ine>,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that 
the Legislative Assembly do not insist on disagreeing with the amendments insisted on by the 
Legislative Council in this Bill.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th November, 1877.

G ip f s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the adoption of the Report of the 
Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable II. Cuthbcrt moved, T hat 
the Report be now adopted.

Question—put and passed.
The President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of the 

Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable II. 
Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable II. Cuthbcrt moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to authorize the Construe- 
“ tion by the State o f  a Line o f R ailw ay from  Melbourne to Oakleigh.”

The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T hat the words “ Melbourne to ” be omitted from the title.
Question— T hat the words “ Melbourne to ” be omitted—put and passed.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the words “ to H awthorn ” be inserted after the word 

“ Oakleigh.”
Question— T hat the words “ to H awthorn ” bo inserted—put and passed.
Question— T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A ct to authorize the Construction o f  a L ine  o f  R ailw ay  

“ fro m  Oakleigh to H awthorn  ”—put and passed.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them that 

the Council have agreed to the Bill w ith amendments, and w ith an amended title, and desiring their 
concurrence therewith.

G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a il w a y  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the adoption of the Report o f  the 
Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable II . Cuthbcrt moved, T hat 
the Report be now adopted.

Question— put and passed.
The President having reported that the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Honorable II. Cuthbcrt moved, T ha t the 
Bill be now read a third time.

The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T hat in the last line but two of the Schedule the words “ of the 
above line ” be inserted after the word “ deviation.”

Question— T hat the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put and passed.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T hat in the last line but one of the Schedule the words “ on the 

western side and twenty chains on the eastern s id e” be inserted after the word “ chains.”
Question—T hat the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put and passed.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T hat in the last line of the Schedule the words “ 011 each side ” 

be inserted after the word “ chains.”



Question— T h at the words proposed to he inserted he so inserted—put and passed.
Question—T h at the Bill, as amended, he now read a th ird  time—put and passed.
Question— T h at the Bill do now pass—put and passed.
The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to authorize the construc- 

“ tioji by the Stale o f  a L in e  o f  H allw ay to be called  the Goulburn Valley R a ilw a y .”
Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Council have agreed to the B ill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.

F r ie n d l y  S o c ie t ie s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being read, the 
Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Question—put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question—T h at the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ith amendments. i
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day 

for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t . — T he following Order of the D ay was postponed until Thursday, the 22nd instant.
“ Explosive Substances B i l l ”— To be read a second time.

E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( D is e a s e s  in  S t o c k  A c t )  C o n t in u a t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the second 
reading of this Bill being read, the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a 
second time.

Question—put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the  Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted. *
Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the fair prin t of the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as 

reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t fo r  the Continuation o f  an 

“ E xp ir in g  L a w .”
Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assem bly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( F e n c in g  A c t )  C o n t in u a t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of 
th is Bill being read, the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Q uestion—put and passed.
Question—T h a t the P resident do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the fair print of the B ill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, 

the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.
T he Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to Continue an Expiring  

“ L a w .”
Question— put and passed.
Ordered—T h at a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assem bly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

R e a s o n s  on  A s s e m b l y .— R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— R e p o r t  o p  S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e .— T he Order 
of the Day for the adoption of the Report of the Select Committee appointed to prepare a reply to 
the statem ent of the Assembly of their alleged privileges being read, the Honorable R. S. Anderson 
moved, T h a t the Report be now adopted.

Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assem bly w ith the 

Reasons prepared by the Select Committee.
Question— put and passed.



M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the consideration of this Bill in Com­
mittee of the whole Council being read, the Honorable J . Balfour moved, T h a t the Bill be now 
considered in Committee.

Question—put and passed.
Question— That, the President do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day for

the next day of meeting of the Council.
Question—put and passed.

L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the con­
sideration of th is Bill in Committee of the whole Council being read, the Honorable Dr. Dobson
moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee.

Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the P resident do noiv leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, T h a t the adoption of the R eport be made an Order of the Day for 

to-morrow.
Question—put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t ten minutes to seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 22nd 
instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T h u r s d a y , 2 2 n d  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E x t r a d it io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2. F o r t s  a n d  A r m a m e n t s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
3. D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4 . F r ie n d l y  S o c ie t ie s  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
5 . E x p l o s iv e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
6 . M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— A doption of Report.
7. L i v e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— A doption of Report.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Thursday, 22nd November.

M i n i n g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — a t half-past tw o o’clock.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TH URSDAY, 2 2 n d  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in  accordance w ith adjournment.
T he P resident took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.
P e t it io n .— T he H onorable J .  Balfour presented a P etition  signed by G . H . T aylor and others, styling 

them selves inhabitan ts of Boroondara and neighborhood, praying th a t the  direct line of Railw ay to 
O akleigk m ay not be sanctioned.

P etition  received.
P o s t p o n e m e n t s / —T he following Orders of the D ay were postponed :—

“ E xtra d itio n  B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.
“ F orts a n d  A rm am ents B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.
“ D rainage o f  Mines B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.
“ F rien d ly  Societies B i l l  ”— A doption of • R eport.
“ E xp losive  Substances B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.

M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  adoption of the  R eport of the  Com­
m ittee of the w hole Council on th is B ill being read, the  Honorable J . B alfour moved, T h a t the 
R eport be now adopted.

Question— pu t and passed.
T he H onorable J .  B alfour moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of the B ill be made an O rder of the D ay 

for the n ex t day of m eeting of the Council.
Question—p u t and passed.

L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T h e Order of the  D ay for the  adop­
tion of the  R eport of the  Committee of the whole Council on th is B ill being read, the  Honorable 
D r. Dobson moved, T h a t the  R eport be now adopted.

Question— put and passed.
T he H onorable D r. Dobson moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of th e  B ill be made an* O rder of the  D ay 

for the n ex t m eeting of the  Council.
Question— p u t and passed.

M in in g - o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— R e p o r t  o f  S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e .— T he H onorable J .  A . W allace 
brought up the  R eport of th e  Select Committee, to  w hich was referred, on the 23rd ultimo, the 
M ining on P riv a te  P roperty  Bill.

The R eport was read  a t the  .Table by the  Clerk.
The Honorable J .  A . W allace moved, T h a t the  R eport be printed, w ith the  Evidence and A ppendices.
Question— pu t and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T he following O rder of the D ay w as postponed: —
“ E xtrad ition  B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.

F o r t s  a n d  A r m a m e n t s  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D a y  for the second reading of th is Bill being read, the 
H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t th e  debate be adjourned until Tuesday next.
Question— T h a t the  debate be adjourned until Tuesday nex t— pu t and passed.

D r a i n a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T h e O rder of the  D ay for the second reading of th is B ill being read, the 
Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— pu t and passed.
B ill read a second time. ,
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee ot the whole

Council.
Question— p u t and passed.
Question— T h a t the  P resident do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
T h e  P residen t left the Chair.
T he  Chairm an of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to  sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

F r i e n d l y  S o c ie t ie s  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the adoption of the  R eport of the Committee 
of the whole Council on th is B ill being read, the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Report 
be now adopted.

Question— pu t and passed.

Itwctlinp
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T he President having reported th a t the Chairm an of Committees had certified th a t the fair prin t of 
the Bill was in accordance w ith the B ill as reported, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t after 
the word “ or,” in clause 4, line 34, the following words be inserted, “ to any person or persons 
appointed to manage any hall or building erected by such society or.”

Question— put and passed.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t after the  word “ three ” in clause 13, line 11, the following 

words be inserted, “ non more than  five.”
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a th ird  time.

' Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the  Bill, do now pass— put and passed.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to amend and consolidate 

“ the L a ivs rela ting  to F riendly  Societies.”
Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h a t the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Council have agreed to the B ill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.
E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the  second reading of this B ill being read, the 

Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Bill be now read a  second time.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill be now considered m Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the B ill be now re-committed on clause 22.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T h at the P resident do now leave the Chair—pu t and passed.
T he President left the Chair. ■ .
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had  agreed to  the B ill w ith  amendments in 

the twenty-second clause.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.
The Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day 

for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

E x t r a d it io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the' Day for the  second reading of th is B ill being read, the Honorable
II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council:
Question— put and passed.
Question—T h a t the P resident do now leave the C hair—pu t and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

T he Council adjourned a t tewnty-five minutes past six o’clock until half-past four o clock on Tuesday, the 
27th instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF TH E DAY.

T u e s d a y , 2 7 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1877.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e  : To move, T h a t the R eport of the Select Committee to w h ic h  w a s  referred 
the  M ining on P rivate  P roperty  Bill, be now adopted.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— To be read a th ird  time.
2 . L iv e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T o b e  read  a  th ir d  tim e.
3. F o r t s  a n d  A r m a m e n t s  B i l l .— A djourned debate on second reading.
4. D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.
5. E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— T o be read a th ird  tim e;
6. E x t r a d it io n  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 27th NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A sse m b l y -.— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 

following M essages from the Legislative Assem bly :—
M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t  
“ to provide f o r  the holding o f  Victorian E xh ib itions ,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 27th  Novem ber, 1877.
M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a  Bill in tituled " A n  A c t  
“ to extend the operation o f  the W atencorhs A c t  1865, an d  fo r  other purposes,” w ith which they 
desire the concurrence of the L egislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 21st Novem ber, 1877.
M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill in titu led  “ A n  A c t to 
“ abolish D o w e r f  w ith  w hich they desire the concurrence of the L egislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly Cham ber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 27th  N ovem ber, 1877.
I n t e r n a t io n a l  E x h i b i t i o n  B i l l .-—T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a  first 

time.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable I I . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an O rder of the D ay for W ednesday, the  28th  instant.
W a t e r w o r k s  B il l  ( 2 ) .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be n o w  read a first time. 

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an O rder of the  D ay for W ednesday, the  28th  instant.
D o w e r  A b o l it io n  B i l l .— T he H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the  Honorable I I . C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an O rder of the D ay for W ednesday, the 28th instant.
P e t i t i o n .— T h e H onorable W . Campbell presented a Petition , signed by M . A rm strong and others, styling

themselves residents of K yneton and district, and praying th a t P aym en t of M embers of Parliam ent 
may not be sanctioned in the E stim ates.

Petition  received.
T he P etition  was read a t the T ab le  by the Clerk.

P a p e r .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert, by command of H is E xcellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following P a p e r :—

A borigines—R eport of Royal Commission on.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

M in i n g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— R e p o r t  o f  S e l e c t  C o m m it t e e .— T he Honorable J .  A . W allace, 
in accordance w ith  notice, moved, T h a t the R eport of the Select Committee, to w hich was referred 
the M ining on P riva te  P roperty  Bill, be now adopted.

D ebate ensued.
Question— pu t and passed.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the consideration of the M ining on P riv a te  P roperty  Bill 

in Committee of the whole Council be made an Order of the D ay for to-morrow.
Question— put and passed.



M e t r o p o l it a n  G a s  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he President having reported th a t the fair p rin t o f  this Bill w as  
in accordance w ith the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable J .  Balfour, was 
read a third time and passed .

T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to am algam ate the City of 
“ M elbourne Gas and Coke Company, the Collingwood, F itzroy, and D istric t Gas and Coke 
“  Company, and the South  M elbourne Gas Company, and to incorporate a company to be called 
“ ‘ The M etropolitan Gas Company,’ and f o r  other purposes.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assem bly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
L i v e r p o o l  a n d  L o n d o n  a n d  G l o b e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y  B i l l .— T he President having reported that 

the fair prin t of this B ill was in accordance w ith  the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of 
the Honorable D r. Dobson, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable D r. Dobson moved, T h a t the  title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to enable the Liverpool 
“ and L ondon and  Globe Insurance Company to sue and  be sued in  the Colony o f  Victoria in the 
“ name o f  the Company, and fo r  other p u rp o ses” -

Question—put and passed.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be sent to the  Legislative Assem bly to acquaint, them  th a t the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.
F o r t s  a n d  A r m a m e n t s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the  resumption of the  debate on the question 

— T h a t this B ill be now read a second time—being read, the debate was resumed.
Am endm ent moved by the Honorable Sir C. Sladen, T h a t all the  words after the word “ T hat ” be 

omitted w ith a view to insert the  following words instead thereof, “ th is Bill be laid aside, for the 
following reasons :—-

“ 1 . Because it sets out in the Pream ble thereof— W e Y our M ajesty’s m ost dutiful and loyal 
‘ subjects the  Legislative A ssem bly of V ictoria in P arliam ent assembled, having considered the 
‘ state, condition, and sufficiency of the means existing  for the- defence of V ictoria, and being 
‘ desirous to  provide forthw ith  for the  construction of certain w orks and the  providing of armaments 
‘ for the  purposes of such defence, have cheerfully resolved to g ran t to, Y our M ajesty the sums 
‘ hereinafter mentioned, and do therefore m ost hum bly beseech Y our M ajesty  th a t it may be enacted,’ 
&c.— and thereby pretends to assert th a t upon the L egislative A ssem bly alone devolves the duty 
of ascertaining and determining w hat is the  condition and w hat the  sufficiency of the means existing 
for the defence of V ictoria, although the  Constitution A c t has charged the Legislative Council and 
the Legislative Assem bly jointly  and collectively w ith  th a t duty ; and because it thereby pretends 
to assert th a t w ith  the Legislative Assem bly alone dwells the  exclusive rig h t of determining what 
may be necessary for improving, strengthening, and perfecting the present condition and the existing 
means of defence, and w hat shall be the construction of the  w orks and the natu re  of the armaments 
therefor, although the Constitution A c t has entrusted to the Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly jointly  and collectively the exercise of th a t righ t. ; ~

“ 2. Because in the words ‘ W e have resolved to g ra n t to Y our M a je s ty ’ the  Bill pretends to 
assert th a t the righ t of granting th e  sum or sums of money necessary for carrying out the above 
objects lies in the Legislative Assem bly alone, although every grant out of the Consolidated Revenue 
is, under the C onstitution A ct, made dependent for its  efficacy upon the jo in t action of the Legis­
lative Council and the Legislative Assem bly.

“ 3 . Because the B ill contains a schedule commencing w ith  the following heading— ‘ Sums 
“ proposed to be expended on F orts  and A rm am ents a t P o rt Phillip , in accordance w ith  the recom- 
11 mendations of H is Excellency Sir W . F . D. Jervo is ’— and thereby incorporates w ith  and makes 
part and parcel of the B ill the report of Sir W . Jervois, upon w hich report, as containing matter of 
urgent and im portant public policy, affecting also Im perial interests, the  L egislative Council claim 
to exercise a free, separate, and deliberate vote, bu t h itherto  they have not been accorded the oppor­
tun ity  of exercising such vote, and owing to the form of the B ill they  are prevented from exercising 
it, although anxious to ' render every assistance in securing the w aters of P o rt P h illip  from foreign 
attack.

“ 4. Because to pass the B ill in its present form, and w ith  its present contents, will be in 
effect to neglect if not to shrink from the duty  and responsibility imposed upon the Legislative 

. - Council by the Constitution A ct, and to yield up  to the Legislative Assem bly the whole sub­
stantial legislative powers of the Parliam ent and to adm it the justice of the claims of the Legislative

; Assem bly as covertly asserted in the B ill,— claims however against w hich the Legislative Council 
hereby record their most solemn protest.”

D ebate ensued.
Question— T h a t the words proposed to be om itted stand part of the question— put and negatived.
Question— T h a t the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—pu t and passed.
Question— T h at this Bill be laid aside for the following reasons :—

1. Because it sets out in the Pream ble thererof— “ W e Y our M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
“  subjects the Legislative Assem bly of V ictoria in Parliam ent assembled, having considered the 
“ state, eondition, and sufficiency of the means existing for the  defence of V ictoria, and being 
“ desirous to provide forthw ith for the construction of certain works and the providing of armaments 
“ for the purposes of such defence, have cheerfully resolved to g ran t to Y our M ajesty the sums 
“ hereinafter mentioned, and do therefore m ost hum bly beseech Your M ajesty  th a t i t  may be enacted, 
&c.— and thereby pretends to assert th a t upon jthe Legislative Assem bly alone devolves the duty 
of ascertaining and determining w hat is the condition and w hat the sufficiency of the means existing 
for the defence of Victoria, although the C onstitution A c t has charged the Legislative Council and 
the Legislative Assem bly jointly  and collectively w ith  th a t duty; and because it thereby pretends 
to assert th a t w ith  the Legislative Assem bly alone dwells the exclusive righ t of determining what 
may be necessary for improving, strengthening, and perfecting the present condition and the existing 
means of defence, and w hat shall be the construction of the works and the nature of the armaments 
therefor, although the Constitution A ct has entrusted to the  Legislative Council and Legislative 
Assembly jointly and collectively the exercise of th a t right.



2 . Because in the words “ We have resolved to gra n t to Your M ajesty” the Bill pretends to 
assert th a t the right of granting the sum or supis of money necessary for carrying out the above 
object lies in the Legislative Assembly alone, although every grant out of the Consolidated Revenue 
is, under the Constitution A ct, made dependent for its efficacy upon the joint action of the Legis­
lative Council and the Legislative Assembly.

3. Because the Bill contains a schedule commencing w ith the following heading:— “ Sums 
“ proposed to be expended on F orts and A rm am ents a t P o rt Phillip, in accordance w ith the recom- 
“ mendations of H is Excellency Sir W. F . D. Je rv o is”— and thereby incorporates w ith and makes 
part and parcel of the Bill the report of Sir W . Jervois, upon which report, as containing m atter of 
urgent and im portant public policy, affecting also Im perial interests, the Legislative Council claim 
to exercise a free, separate, and deliberate vote, but hitherto  they have not been accorded the oppor­
tunity  of exercising such vote, and owing to the form of the Bill they are prevented from exercising 
it, although anxious to render every assistance in securing the waters of P o rt Phillip  from foreign 
attack.

4 . Because to pass the Bill in its present form, and w ith its present contents, will be in 
effect to neglect if not to shrink from the duty and responsibility imposed upon the Legislative 
Council by the Constitution A ct, and to yield up to the Legislative Assembly the whole sub­
stantial legislative powers of the Parliam ent and to adm it the justice of- the claims of the Legislative 
Assembly as covertly asserted in the Bill,— claims however against which the Legislative Council 
hereby record their most solemn protest—put.

Council divided.
N ot Contents, 2.

T he Hon. G. W . Cole
H . C uthbert (T e ller).

Contents, 2 0 .
The Hon. Sir C. Sladen 

R . S. Anderson 
N . B lack 
J .  G raham  
W . Campbell 
T . J .  Sumner 

• R .'S im son
G. F . Belcher 
T . Bromell 
J .  Balfour 
W . H ighett
F . T . Sargood 
T . F . Ham ilton 
N . Fitzgerald 
J .  P . Bear 
J .  A . W allace 
A . F raser 
J .  H enty  
C. J .  Jenner 
Sir S. W ilson (T e lle r ) .

The question was therefore passed.

P e t it io n . T he  Honorable J .  A . W allace presented a Petition, signed by W . L . Jones, styling him self
Chairman of the B allarat M ining Board, praying th a t certain amendments may be made in the 
D rainage of M ines Bill.

Petition received.
The Petition  was read a t the  Table by the Clerk.

D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the further consideration o f  this B ill in Committee 
of the whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committes reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on Thursday next.
Ordered.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T he following Order of the D ay was postponed until ^Yednesday, 28th in s ta n t .—
“ E xplosive Substances B i l l  ”— To be read a th ird  time.

E x t r a d it io n  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the  further consideration of this Bill in Committee o f  th e  
whole Council being read, the President left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 
to the same w ithout amendment.

T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed. , » . • t e
T he President having reported th a t the Chairm an of Committees had certified th a t the fair print ot 

the B ill was in accordance w ith the  B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable H . 
Cuthbert, was read a th ird  tim e and passed. . 7 ^ 7

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at the title  of the Bill be “A n  A c t to provide fo r  the more 
“  convenient adm inistration o f  the E xtradition  A cts  1870 and  1873.

Question— put and passed. .
Ordered—T h at a M essage be sent to the  Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.
P e t i t i o n . T he  H onorable N . F itzgerald, w ith leave of the Council^ moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the

P etition  from W . L . Jones, on the subject of the Drainage of Mines Bill, presented to the Council
this day, be printed.

Question— put and passed.
T he Council adjourned fit half-past nine o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 28th 

in s ta n t .



O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 2 8 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. I n t e r n a t io n a l  E x h i b it i o n  B i l l .— T o be read  a  seco n d  t im e .
2 . W a t e r w o r k s  B il l  ( 2 ) .— T o  be read a  seco n d  tim e.
3. M in in g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— T o b e  con sid ered  in  C o m m ittee .
4 . E x p l o s iv e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— T o be read a th ird  tim e.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. D o w e r  A b o l it io n  B i l l .— T o be read  a  seco n d  tim e.

T h u r s d a y , 2 9 t h  N o v e m b e r .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— To be further considered in Committee.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.



No. 44.

O F T H li

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

W EDNESDAY, 28th NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
I n t e r n a t io n a l  E x h i b i t i o n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being read, 

the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question— put.
Council divided.

The question w as therefore negatived.
W a t e r w o r k s  B il l  ( 2 ) .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being read, the 

Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.
D ebate ensued.
Question—7-put and passed.
B ill read a second tim e ..
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the  President do now leave the C hair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the  same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the Chairm an of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of 

the B ill was in accordance w ith the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable II. 
Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed..

T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to extend the operation 
“ o f  the W aterworks A c t  1865, and  fo r  other purposes.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.
M in in g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — T he Order of the Day for the consideration of this Bill in Com­

m ittee of the whole Council being read, the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T hat the Bill be now 
considered in Committee.

Q uestion—put and passed.
Question— T h a t the  P resident do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he P resident left the  Chair.
T he Chairm an of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

The Council adjourned a t tw enty  minutes past ten o’clock until half-past four o clock on Thursday, the

Contents, 6. N ot Contents, 11. 
T he Hon. W. CampbellT he Hon. Sir C. Sladen

II . C uthbert 
T . T . a ’B eckett 
C. J .  Jenner 
J .  P . Bear
Gf. F . Belcher {T eller).

W. H ighett 
J .  A . W allace 
A. Fraser 
R. D. Reid 
F . T . Sargood 
J .  H enty
R . S. A nderson {T e ller).

R. Simson 
Sir S. W ilson 
J .  Buchanan

29th instant.



CO 
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O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T h u r s d a y , 2 9 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
O r d e r s  of  t h e  D a y

1. D r a i n a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — T o  b e  fu rth er  co n sid ered  in  C o m m ittee .
2 . M in in g  on  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— T o b e  fu rth er  con sid ered  in  C o m m ittee .

.  E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l . — T o  be read a th ird  tim e.
. D o w e r  A b o l it io n  B i l l .— T o be read  a seco n d  tim e.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.



No. 45.

OP TH B

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 2 9 t h  NOVEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable N . F itzgerald  presented a P etition  signed by J .  W amsell and others, styling 
themselves electors of the electoral d istrict of M aldon, praying th a t paym ent of Members of 
Parliam ent may not be sanctioned.

Petition  received.
T he Petition  was read a t the T able by the Clerk.

P e t it io n .— T he H onorable N . F itzgerald  presented a similar Petition , signed by II . K irkw ood and others, 
styling them selves residents and electors in the electoral district of M andurang.

Petition received.
The Petition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable I I .  Cuthbert laid on the Table the  following P a p e r :—
Public  A ccounts.— Supplem entary Regulation, 22 V iet. No. 86, (19th  November, 1877).

Ordered to lie on the Table.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T he following Order of the D ay was postponed until after the disposal of the other 
Orders of the  D ay :—

“ D rainage o f  Mines B i l l  To be further considered in Committee.

M in in g - o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration o f  this Bill
in Committee of the whole Council being read, the P resident left the Chair.

T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed
to the same w ith  amendments.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport of the Committee be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable H , C uthbert moved, T h a t the th ird  reading of the B ill be made an Order of the D ay 

for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  th ird  reading of this Bill being called on, 
the  Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Order of the D ay be discharged w ith  a  view to the 
re-committal of the Bill.

Question— pu t and passed.
Question— T h a t the  Bill be now re-committed— put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he P resident left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the  same w ith  a fu rther amendment.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the R eport be made an Order of the  D ay 

for Tuesday next.
Question— put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T he following Order of the  D ay was postponed until Tuesday next 
“ D ower A bolition  B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.

D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this B ill in Committee 
of the  whole Council being read, the P resident left the  Chair.

T he Chairm an of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday next.
Ordered.

T he Council adjourned a t tw enty-five m inutes past ten  o’clock until half-past four o’clock tin Tuesday, the 
4 th  proximo.



O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 4 t h  D e c e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .
Or d er s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. M in in g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l . — To be read a th ird  time.
2. E x p lo s iv e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l . — A doption of Report.
3. D o w e r  A b o l i t i o n  B i l l . — To be read a second time.
4. D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l . — To be further considered in Committee.

G. W . R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.



N o . 46 .

Jftimttes d  tlt̂  IpmrenlingH
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 4th DECEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a Petition, signed by W . T . Molloy and others, styling 
themselves resident ratepayers of the electoral district of Boroondara, praying th a t paym ent of 
Members of Parliam ent may not be sanctioned.

Petition received.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable J .  P . Bear presented a similar Petition, signed by G. II . Taylor and others, 
styling themselves inhabitants of Boroondara and the neighborhood.

Petition  received.
The Petition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

M e s s a g e s  fr o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b ly .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essages from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly return  to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n  A c t  

“ to am end and consolidate the L a w s relating to F riendly  Societies,” and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendments made in the Bill by the 
Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 30th November, 1877.

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “A n  A c t ter 

“ sanction the issue and  application o f  certain Sum s o f  M oney fro m  ‘ The Railzvay L oan  
“ 1liq u id a tio n  and Construction Account ’ established under the provision o f  section 42 o f  33 Viet. 
“ N o. 360,” w ith w hich they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 29th November, 1877.

R a i lw a y  L o a n  A p p l i c a t io n  B i l l . — T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read 
a first time.

Question— put and p assed ..
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II. Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday, the 5th instant.

M e s s a g e s  fr o m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The Honorable II . C uthbert presented the following. 
M essages from H is Excellency the Governor :—

R etired  Judges o f  the Supreme Court.
G. F . B O W E N ,

Governor.
T he Governor transm its to the Legislative Council a copy of a Despatch received from the 

R igh t Honorable the Secretary of State, relative to the titu lar distinction of retired judges of the 
. Supreme Courts of the A ustralasian Colonies.

Governm ent Offices,
Melbourne, 3rd December, 1877.

C ir c u la r .  > . - Downing street, 29th A ugust, 1877.
S i r ,

I  have the honor to inform you tha t the Queen has been graciously pleased to approve of my 
recommendation, th a t retired judges of the Supreme Courts of the A ustralasian Colonies may be 
allowed the privilege of bearing the title of Honorable for life w ithin the colony, w ith precedence



next, in the case of retired Chief Justices, after the Chief Justice and before Puisne Judges, and in 
case of retired Puisne Judges next after the Puisne Judges.

You will in future be at liberty to recommend for submission to the Queen the name of any 
judge retiring from the Bench for these privileges.

I  have, &c.,
The Officer Administering the Government of Victoria. C A R N A R V O N .

Defences o f  Victoria.
G. F . B O W EN ,

Governor.
The Governor transm its to the Legislative Council a copy of a Despatch from the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies respecting the Defences of Victoria.
Government House,

Melbourne, 4th December, 1877.

V ic t o r i a .— No. 100. Downing street, 3rd October, 1877.
S i r ,

I  have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, No. 95, of the 28th of Ju ly , 
enclosing for my information copies of the Prelim inary Report on the Defences of Victoria 
furnished to you by Sir W. Jcrvois, R .E .; and also Reports on the N aval Defences of Victoria, by 
Commodore Iioskins, R .N .; Captain Townsend, R .N .; and Lieutenant Dugdale, R .N .

These very im portant Reports deserve the most serious attention. I  have forwarded copies 
of them to the Secretary of S tate for W ar, and to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and 
I  shall aw ait w ith interest the receipt of information from you as to the action w hich will be taken 
upon them by the Government and Parliam ent of Victoria.

I  have, &c.,
Governor (Signed) C A R N A R V O N .

Sir G. F . Bowen, K .C.M .G ., &c., &c., &c.
Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

P a p e r s .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. S tatistical Register, Victoria, 1876—
P a rt V II .— Interchange.
P a rt V I I I .— Law, Crime, &c.
P a rt IX .— Religious, Moral, and Intellectual Progress.

2. A ustralasian Statistics, 1876, w ith Introductory Report by Government S tatist.
3. Telegraphic communication via Java .

Despatch (w ith enclosures) from the R ight Honorable the Secretary of S ta te- (9th Ju ly  
1877.)

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.
M in in g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l . — The Order of the D ay for the third reading of this Bill being 

called on, the Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T h at the Order of the D ay be discharged, w ith a 
view to the re-committal of the Bill.

Question—put and passed.
Question— T h at the Bill be now re-considered in Committee of the whole Council—put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ith further amendments.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h at the Bill be now re-committed.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T h e  President left the Chair.
T h e  Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same w ith further amendments.
T he Honorable I I . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at the third reading of the Bill be made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday, the 5th 

instant.
E x p l o s i v e  S u b s t a n c e s  B i l l . — The Order of the D ay for the adoption of the Report of the Committee 

of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Report 
be now adopted.

Question— put and passed.
The President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable H . 
Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to am end the law with 
“ respect to m anufacturing , keeping, selling, carrying , and importing Gunpowder and other explosive 
“ substances.”

Question—put and passed.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Council have agreed to the B ill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.
P o s tp o n e m e n t .— The following Order of the D ay was postponed until W ednesday, the 5 th in s ta n t:—

“ Dower Abolition B i l l  ”— To be read a second time.



D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the further consideration of this Bill in Committee 
of the whole Council being read, the P resident left the Chair.

The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 
to the same w ith  amendments.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at the th ird  reading of the Bill be made an OMer of the D ay for W ednesday, the 5th 

instant.
The Council adjourned at five minutes past seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 

5th instant.

O R D E R S  . OF T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y ,  5 t h  D e c e m b e r ,  1 8 7 7 .

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a il w a y  L o a n  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2. M in in g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— T o be read a  th ird  time.
3. D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— To be read a third time.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. D o w e r  A b o l it io n  B i l l .— T o be read a second time.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

W EDNESDAY, 5th DECEMBER, 1877.
The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n .— T he H onorable T . J .  Sumner presented a Petition , signed by R . Je ff ray and others, styling 
themselves electors in the electoral district of St. Kilda, and praying th a t paym ent of Members of 
Parliam ent may not be sanctioned.

Petition received.
T he P etition  was read a t the  Table by the  Clerk.

R a il w a y  L o a n  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this B ill being 
read, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the Chair—pu t and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had  gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The President having reported th a t th e  Chairm an of Committees had certified th a t the fair p rin t of 

the Bill was in accordance wfith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable H . 
Cuthbert, was read a th ird  time and passed.

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the  B ill be “ A n  A c t  to sanction the issue 
“ and application o f  certain sums o f  money fr o m  * T he R a ilw a y  R oan L iqu ida tion  and  
“ 1 Construction Account, ’ established under the provision o f  section 42 o f  33 Viet. N o. 360.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered—T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assem bly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

M in in g  on  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the th ird  reading of this B ill being
read, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a th ird  time.

Debate ensued.
Motion by leave w ithdrawn.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert wuth leave of the Council moved, T h a t the Order of the D ay for the

third  reading of the  B ill be discharged, w ith  a view7 to the re-committal of the Bill.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T h a t the Bill be now re-committed— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill, and had agreed 

to the same wdtli further amendments.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at the third reading of the Bill be made an Order of the D ay for Thursday, the 6th 

instant.
D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he President having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had 

certified tha t the fair prin t of this B ill v7as in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the 
motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, vras read a third time and passed.

■ T he Honorable I I . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the title of the B ill be “ A n  A c t to am end the law relating  
“ to the D rainage o f  M in e s”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at the Bill be returned to the  Legislative Assembly, w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Council have agreed to the same w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therew ith.



D o w e r  A b o l it io n  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill being read, the 
Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued. ,
Amendment moved by the Honorable Sir G. Sladen, T h a t the word “ now be omitted from the 

question, w ith a view to add the words “ this day six. months ” after the word time.
Debate ensued.
Question— T hat the word “ now ” proposed to be om itted.stand part of the question put.
Council divided.

Contents, 11.
T he Hon. Dr. Dobson 

W . W ilson 
C. J .  Jenner
G. F . Belcher 
J .  Gumming
F. T . Sargood 
R. D. Reid 
J .  Buchanan 
J .  P . Bear

Not Contents, 11.
The Holt. Sir C. Sladen 

N. B lack 
W. Campbell 
R. Simson 
Sir S. Wilson 
T . J .  Sumner 
N . Fitzgerald 
F . Robertson 
T . F . Hamilton 
A. Fraser
J .  Balfour ( Teller).

J .  A . Wallace
II. Cuthbert (T e lle r).

The President declared th a t the numbers being equal he gave his voice with the N ot Contents.
The question was therefore negatived.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be added be so added—put and negatived.

P e t i t i o n . T he  Honorable N . Fitzgerald presented a Petition, signed by J .  T . Cardwell’-and others,'
styling themselves residents a t Sandhurst, and praying tha t the House will not sanction the inclusion 
of any sum for paym ent of Members of Parliam ent in the Estimates.

Petition  received.
P e t i t i o n .— The Honorable N . F itzgerald  presented a ’sim ilar'Petition, signed by C. Nieholsoii and others,

Styling them selves residents of Woodend and district.  ̂ . -
Petition received.

The Council adjourned a t half-past six o'clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 6th instant.

O R D E R  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T h u r s d a y , 6 t h  D e c e m b e r , 1877.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—  , .■
1 .  M i n i n g  O N  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l . — To be read a  third  time: •

‘ MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, \ \ t h  December. " .

P r i n t i n g  C o m m it t e e — a t four o’clock.

G. W. R U SD EN ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 6 t h  DECEMBER, 1877.
The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essages from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M e . P r e s i d e n t —
T h e  Legislative Assem bly return  to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ authorize the construction by the S ta te  o f  a L in e  o f  R a ilw a y  to be called the Goulburn Valley  
“ R a ilw a y ,” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have disagreed with 
the several amendments made in the  B ill by the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 6 th December, 1877.

M e . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly return  to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n A c t  

“ to authorize the construction by the Sta te o f  a L in e  o f  R a ilw a y  fro m  Melbourne to O a k le ig h f 
and acquaint the  Legislative Council th a t the  Legislative Assembly have disagreed w ith the several 
amendments made in the B ill by the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 6 th  December, 1877.

Me . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ am end the law w ith  respect to m anufacturing , keeping , selling , carrying , and  importing Gun- 
“pow der and  other explosive substances,” and acquaint tin? Legislative Council th a t the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to  the amendments made in the Bill by the Legislative Council.

, C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 6 th December, 1877.

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “A n  A c t to 

“ sanction the issue and  temporary application o f  certain sums o f  money fr o m  6 The R a ilw a y  
“ ‘ L o a n  A ccount 1876 ’ and  to provide fo r  the repaym ent o f  such sums to such account j ” also a Bill 
intituled “ A n  A c t f o r  the continuation o f  an E xp iring  L a w f  w ith which they desire the con- 
currence of the  Legislative Council. c  G A V A N  D U F F Y ,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.
Melbourne, 6 th  December, 1877.

G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a i l w a y  B i l l .— M e s s a g e  f r o m  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y . The Honorable II. 
C uthbert moved, T h a t the consideration of the  Message from the Legislative Assembly w ith this 

B ill be made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday next.
Question—put and passed.

G ip p s la n d  R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t i o n  B i l l .— M e s s a g e  f r o m  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b ly .— The Honorable
H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the consideration of the Message from the Legislative Assembly w ith 
this B ill be made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.
R a il w a y  L o a n  A c c o u n t  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be 

now read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for Tuesday, the 1 1th instant.



P a y m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  B i l l .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read a first 
time.

Question—put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, the 11th instant.

M in in g  o n  P r iv a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l .— The President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees 
had certified tha t the fair print of the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on 
the motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat the title  of the Bill be “A n  A c t to provide fo r  M ining  
“fo r  G old and S ilver on Private Property .”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered—T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting them that 

the Council have agreed to the Bill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.
The Council adjourned at ten minutes to five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 11th 

instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 11 t h  D e c e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

1. The Hon. C. J .  J e n n e r  : To ask the Postm aster-General when tenders will be called for the 
construction of the railway from Geelong to Queenscliff.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a il w a y  B i l l .— Consideration of Message from Legislative Assembly.
2 . G i p p s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— Consideration of Message from Legislative Assembly.
3. R a il w a y  L o a n  A cc o u n t  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4 . P a y m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  B i l l . — To be read a second time.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday , 1 \ th  December.

P r in t in g  C o m m it t e e — at four o’clock.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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TUESDAY, 1 1 t h  DECEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t it io n .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a Petition , signed by A ndrew  Nelson and others, styling

themselves residents of E as t Bourke and about M orang and Y an Yean, and praying th a t the
Paym ent of M embers B ill m ay be rejected.

Petition  received.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable G-. F . Belcher presented a  similar Petition , signed by C. M. Farrington and 

others, styling them selves inhabitants of the  E lectoral D istric t of Polw artli and South Grenville 
and neighborhood.

Petition received.
The P etition  w as read a t the T able by the Clerk.

P e t it io n .— T he Honorable R . S. Anderson presented a similar P etition  from Echuca.
Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n .— T he H onorable F . T . Sargood presented a similar P etition  from M elbourne.
Petition  received.
The Petition  -was read a t the T able by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .-—T he Honorable F . T . Sargood presented a similar Petition  from Prahran .
Petition received.

P e t it io n .— The Honorable T . Bromell presented a similar P etition  from the W estern Province and 
Electorate of Dundas.

Petition received.
The Petition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

P e t it io n .— T he Honorable N . B lack presented a similar Petition  from residents and electors in the county . 
of Hampden.

Petition received.
P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen presented a similar Petition  from Geelong.

Petition received.
The Petition  w as read a t the  T able by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen presented a similar Petition  from B allarat.
Petition  received.
The Petition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

P e t it io n .— T he Honorable G. F . Belcher presented a similar Petition  from Queenscliff.
Petition  received.

J o i n t  S t a n d i n g  O r d e r  N o .  7 .— T he P resident pointed out tha t the requirements of the Jo in t S tanding 
Order of both Houses of Parliam ent, No. 7 , had not been complied w ith  in the M essage from the 
Legislative Assembly accom panying the G oulburn Valley Railw ay Bill, inasmuch as no reasons for 
disagreeing w ith  the amendments made by the Council in the B ill had been transm itted in the  
communication from the Assembly.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the House do now pioceed to the 
Orders of the Day.

Debate ensued.
Question— pu t and passed.

G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a il w a y  B i l l . — T he Order of the D ay for the consideration of the Message from 
the L egislative Assem bly w ith  this B ill being read, the  H onorable II . Cutlibert moved, T h a t the 
Council do not insist on their amendments in the  Bill.

Am endm ent moved by the Honorable Sir C. Sladen, T h a t the Council do insist on their amendments
in the B ill. . ,

Question T h a t the Council do insist on their amendments in the B ill— put and passed.



G i p p s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the Message 
from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill being read, the Honorable Sir C. Sladeu moved, That 
the Council do insist on their amendments in the Bill.

Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  to  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The Honorable Sir C. S la den moved, T hat a Message he 
sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  th a t the Council insist on their amendments in 
the Goulburn Valley Railway Bill, and in the Gippsland Railway Construction B i l l ; and, further 
th a t the Legislative Council, in insisting on their amendments in the Goulburn Valley Railway 
Construction Bill and the Gippsland Railw ay Construction Bill, inform the Legislative Assembly 
th a t they have not sent any reasons for so insisting, as required under the Jo in t Sanding Order No. 7, 
because the Assembly, in disagreeing w ith the Council’s amendments, appear to have overlooked the 
provisions of the above Order, viz., “ T hat, when either House shall not agree to any amendment 
made by the other House in any Bill . . . .  w ith which its concurrence shall have been desired, . . 
and any communication shall be desired, then the communication shall be by Message, and the House 
transm itting such M essage shall at the same time transm it w ritten reasons for not agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the other House ; ”— and therefore the Council are not possessed of the 
circumstances under which the Legislative Assembly disagree w ith those amendments.

T he Council, however, inform the Legislative Assembly that, if the latter will appoint a 
Committee to confer w ith a Committee of the Council as to the construction of the above lines of 
Railway, the Council will appoint a Committee for th a t purpose.

Question— put and passed.

R a il w a y  L o a n  A c c o u n t  A p p l ic a t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill 
being read, the Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Am endment moved by the Honorable R. S. Anderson, T h a t the word “ now ” be omitted from the 
question, w ith a view to insert the words “ this day six months ” after the word “ time.”

Debate ensued.
Question— T h at the word “ now ” proposed to be omitted stand part of the question— put.
Council divided.

Contents, 7.
T he Hon. W . W ilson 

II . C uthbert 
G. W . Cole 
R. D. Reid 
T . F . Hamilton 
J .  Buchanan 
T . T . a’B eckett (  T eller).

N ot Contents, 20.
T he Hon. T . J .  Sumner 

N . Black 
W . Campbell 
Sir C. Sladen 
J .  Graham  
J .  P . Bear 
Sir S. W ilson 
J .  Balfour 
C. J .  Jenner 
W . H ighett 
J .  A . W allace 
J .  I len ty  
T . Bromell 
R. Simson 
Dr. Dobson 
A . Fraser 
G. F . Belcher
F . T . Sargood 
N . Fitzgerald 
R . S. Anderson (T e lle r).

T he question was therefore negatived.
Question— T h a t the words “ this day six m onths” proposed to be added, be so added—put and passed. 
Question— T h at the Bill be read a second time this day six  m onths—put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a M essage from H is Excellency 
the Governor, recommending certain amendments in the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the 
“ more convenient administration o f  ‘ The E xtradition  A cts  1870 and  1873,’ ” and acquaint the 
Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendments made by His 
Excellency the Governor in this Bill, w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th December, 1877.

G. F . B O W E N ,
Governor,

In  pursuance of section 36 of the Constitution A ct, the Governor transm its to the Legislative 
Assembly the following amendments which he recommends to be made in the E xtradition  Bill of 
V ictoria 1877, which has been presented to him for H er M ajesty’s a sse n t:—

Preamble.
L ine 14, page 1, the word “ b y ” to be inserted after the word “ if.”
Line 3, page 2, the word “ as ” occurring after the word “ and ” to be omitted.

Government Offices,
Melbourne, December, 1877.



E x t r a d it i o n  B i l l .— M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y  w i t h  A m e n d m e n t s  r e c o m m e n d e d  
b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The Honorable H . C utlibert moved, T h a t the Council do concur with the 
Legislative Assembly in m aking the amendments recommended by I lls  Excellency the Governor in 
this Bill.

Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Coupcil a Message from Ilis  Excellency 

the Governor recommending a certain amendment in the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to am end and  
“ consolidate the L aivs rela ting  to F riendly  Socie ties” and acquaint the Legislative Council that 
the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendment made by H is Excellency the Governor in 
tins Bill, w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A Y A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, l l t l i  December, 1877.
G. F . B O W E N ,

Governor.
In  pursuance of Section 36 of the  Constitution A ct, the Governor transm its to the Legislative 

Assembly the following amendment w hich he recommends to be made in the B ill to amend and 
consolidate the Laws relating to Friendly Societies, which lias been presented to him for H er 
M ajesty’s a s se n t:—

F irs t Schedule :— Subdivision (6), substitute the words “ Governm ent S ta tist ” for the word 
“ R egistrar.”

Government Offices, '
Melbourne, December, 1877.

F r ie n d l y  S o c ie t ie s  B i l l .— M e s s a g e  f r o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y , w i t h  A m e n d m e n t  r e c o m m e n d e d  
b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do concur w ith  the 
Legislative Assembly in m aking the amendment recommended by H is Excellency the Governor in 
this Bill.

Question—put and passed.

P a y m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  B i l l .— T he Order o f  the D ay for the second reading of this B ill being read, the 
Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question put.
Council divided.

Contents 8. N o t Contents, 18.
The Hon. T . T . a’B eckett 

R. D. Reid 
W . W ilson 
G. F . Belcher
G. W . Cole 
J .  B uchanan 
T . F . Ham ilton
H . Cuthbert (T e ller).

T he Hon. T . J .  Sumner 
Sir C. Sladen 
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J .  G raham  
N . B lack 
J .  Balfour 
R . Simson 
Sir S. W ilson
F . T . Sargood 
T . Bromell 
J .  A . W allace 
N . F itzgerald  
A . F raser 
J .  P . Bear 
J .  H enty  
D r. Dobson 
W . H ighett
R . S. Anderson ( Teller).

The question was therefore negatived.

The Council adjourned at ten o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 12th instant.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 12t h  DECEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

The Council adjourned at tw enty minutes to five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 13th
instant.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f the Council and Clerk o f the I ’arliainems.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 13th DECEMBER, 1877.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resident announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ apply  a sum  out o f  the Consolidated R evenue to the service o f  the year ending on the last day 
“ o f  Ju n e  One thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight, and  to appropriate the Supplies granted  
“ in  this Session o f  P a r l i a m e n t w ith w hich they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 13th December, 1877.
A p p r o p r ia t i o n  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first time.

Question— pu t and passed.
Bill read a first time.
The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill be printed, and th a t the second reading be made an 

Order of the D ay for W ednesday next.
D ebate ensued.
Question— pu t and passed.

P a p e r .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert, by command o f  His» Excellency t h e  G overnor, presented to th e  
Council the following P ap er :—

M ining Surveyors and R egistrars— R eports of, for quarter ending 30th September, 1877.
Ordered to lie on the Table.

P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert laid on the T able the following P aper :—
Public  A ccounts.— A ddendum  to R egulation of 26th M ay, 1874 (6 th  December, 1877.)

Ordered to lie on the  Table.
P e t it io n .— T he H onorable J .  A . W allace presented a Petition , signed by W . S. Sm ith and others, styling 

themselves electors a t  B eechw orth, and praying th a t the Council will reject paym ent of M embers 
of Parliam ent in any form.

Petition  received.
T he P etition  was read a t the  T able  by the Clerk.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the 
House, a t its rising th is day, adjourn until W ednesday next.

Question—p u t and passed.
The Council adjourned a t a  quarter past five o’clock until half-past four o clock on W ednesday, the 19th 

instant.

O R D E R  OF  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 1 9 t h  D e c e m b e r , 1877.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1. A p p r o p r ia t i o n  B i l l .— T o b e  rea d  a  se c o n d  t im e .
G. W . R U S D E N ,

Clerk o f the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 19t h  DECEMBER, 1877.
The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l s .— T he President inform ed the Council th a t lie had received a communication 
from the P riv a te  Secretary to H is E xcellency  the Governor, intim ating th a t it  is the intention of 
H is Excellency to proceed to the Council Chamber on Thursday, the 20th instant, a t a quarter 
past six  o’clock, to assent, in H er M ajesty ’s name, to certain Bills passed by the Legislative Council 
and the Legislative Assembly.

P a p e r .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert laid on the Table the following P aper :—
Public  A ccounts— R egulation respecting certifying.— D epartm ent of Roads and Bridges (10th 

December, 1877).
Ordered to lie on the Table.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly acquaint the Legislative Council tha t the Legislative Assembly 

have appointed a Committee of ten  Members, five of whom shall form a quorum, to confer w ith a 
Committee of ten  M embers of the Legislative Council as to the  Gippsland and Goulburn Valley 
Lines of Railway.

G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  R a i l w a y  B i l l .—  G i p p s l a n d  R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .—  M e s s a g e  fr o m  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t a Committee consisting of 
ten Members, five of whom shall form a quorum, be appointed to confer w ith a similar Committee 
appointed by the Legislative Assem bly as to the construction of the G ippsland and Goulburn 
Valley Lines of Railway.

Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the following Members be appointed on such Committee, 

and th a t they  have power to sit on days and at times when the Council is not sitting  :— The 
Honorables F . T . Sargood, R . Simson, Sir S. W ilson, R . S. Anderson, J .  P . Bear, T . J .  Sumner, 
J .  A . W allace, J .  Balfour, N . F itzgerald, and the Mover.

Question— put and passed.
T he H onorable S ir C. Sladen moved, T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly informing 

them th a t the Council have appointed a Committee of ten Members, five of whom shall form a 
quorum, to confer w ith the Committee of ten  M embers appointed by the Legislative Assembly as to 
the construction of the G ippsland and Goulburn V alley Lines of Railway, and that, in accordance 
w ith  the Jo in t Standing O rder No. 10, they have named the L ibrary  as the place of meeting, and 
the time three o’clock on to-m orrow (T hursday) afternoon.

Question— put and passed.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable R . S. Anderson presented a Petition, signed by W . H . Curteis and others, 
styling them selves residents of the A lexandra district of the E lectorate of Anglesey and Kilmore, 
and praying th a t paym ent of M embers of Parliam ent may not be continued.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— T he following Order of the D ay was postponed until Thursday, the 20th instant.
“  A ppropriation  B i l l  ”— T o be read a second time.

The Council adjourned a t a quarter past five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 20th 
instant.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber,

M elbourne, 19th December, 1877.
Speaker.



NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDER OF THE DAY.

T h u r s d a y , 2 0 t h  D e c e m b e r , 1 8 7 7 .

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he Hon. II. C u t ii b e r t  : To move, T h a t the House, a t its rising on Thursday, adjourn until Friday, 
the 21st instant, at half-past four o’clock.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A p p r o p r ia t i o n  B i l l .-— T o be read  a  seco n d  tim e .

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 2 0 t h  DECEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essages from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t f o r  
“the Eradication o f  D iseases in  Vines,” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 20th December, 1877.

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to 
“ am end the L a w  rela ting  to the D rainage o f  M ines,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that 
they have agreed to some of the  amendments made by the Legislative Council in this Bill, and that 
they have agreed to one of such amendments, w ith an amendment, w ith which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 19th December, 1877.

G o u l b u r n  V a l l e y  H a l l w a y  B i l l .—  G i p p s l a n d  K a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .—  C o n f e r e n c e . —  
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen brought up a Progress Report from the Committee appointed to confer
with a Committee of the Legislative Assembly on the Goulburn Valley Railway Bill and the
Gippsland Railway Construction Bill.

T he Progress R eport was read a t the Table by the Clerk as follows
T he  Railw ays Conference Committee appointed by your Honorable House have to report that 

they have this day met the Committee of the Assem bly in Conference'—that they have conferred, 
and adjourned for the present upon the understanding th a t the Conference may be renewed should 
your Committee think, after w hat has passed to-day, th a t any good result would ensue from again 
convening it.

C H A R L E S  S L A D E N .

D is e a s e s  in  V in e s  E r a d ic a t o n  B i l l .— T h e  Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T h a t this B ill  be now read a. 
first time.

Question—put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the D ay for the next day of meeting of the Council.

D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B il l .—  M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y . — The Honorable II. Cuthbert 
moved, T h a t the consideration of the Message from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill be 
made an Order of the Day for the next day of meeting of the Council.

Question— put and passed.

F r i d a y — A d j o u r n m e n t  t o .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, in accordance w ith notice, moved, T hat the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Friday, the 21st instant, at half-past four o’clock.

A m endm ent moved by the H onorable Sir C. Sladen, T hat all the words after the word “ u n til” bo 
omitted, w ith  a view to insert the words “ Tuesday, the 8th January .”

Debate ensued.



Question— T hat the words proposed to he om itted stand part of the question— put.
Council divided.

Contents, 13.
The Hon. G . W. Cole 

C. J .  Jenner 
J .  Balfour 
J .  Cummiug 
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T he question was therefore passed.
Question— T h a t the House, at its r i s i n g  th is day, adjourn until Friday, the 21st instant— put and 

passed.

A p p r o p r ia t i o n  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being read the Honorable
II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Am endm ent moved by the Honorable Sir C. Sladen, T h a t all the words after the word “ T h a t” be 

omitted w ith a view to insert the following words instead thereof, “ this Bill be laid aside for the 
following reasons :—

“ 1. Because there is included in it an item of £18,025 for reimbursing Members of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assem bly their expenses in relation to their attendance 
in Parliam ent, at the rate of £300 per annum each, and such reimbursement involves a question 
of public policy which has been already, during the present session, subm itted to the Legislative 
Council in a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t fo r  the continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  L a w ,” such expiring law 
being “ A n  A c t to provide fo r  reim bursing Members o f  the Legisla tive Council and o f  the 
“ Legisla tive Assembly their expenses in relation to their attendance in P a r l i a m e n t and such Bill 
was then disposed of, and it is contrary to parliam entary practice to deal w ith the same question 
twice, in the same session. ;

“ 2. Because to tack to the annual A ppropriation Bill a question of public policy precludes
the Legislative Council from giving a free and deliberate vote concerning it, and deprives them 
therefore of their constitutional righ t.”

Debate ensued.

A p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he approach of H is Excellency the Governor was announced.

R o y a l  A s s e n t  to  B i l l s .— His Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber and desired the 
attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the C ouncil. C ham ber; who, being come w ith their 
Speaker, H is Excellency was pleased to assent, in Her, M ajesty’s name, to the following Bills :—

“ A n  A c t to give additional powers to the N ational Insurance Company o f  Australasia  
“ L im ited .”

“ A n  A c t to amend the Beechworth W aterworks A c t  1860.”
“ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the Regulation and  Inspection o f  M ines.”
“ A n  A c t  fo r  the continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  L a w .”
“ A n  A c t to continue an E xp ir in g  L a w .”
“ A n  A c t to amalgamate the City o f  M elbourne Gas and Coke Company, the Collingwood, 

“ F itzroy , and D istrict Gas and Coke Company, and the South Melbourne Gas 
“ Company, and to incorporate a company to be called ‘ I h e  M etropolitan Gas 
“ ‘ Company,’ and fo r  other purposes.”

“ A n  A c t to enable the L iverpool and  L ondon and  Globe Insurance Company to sue and be 
“ sued in the Colony o f  Victoria h i the name o f  the Company, and fo r  other purposes.”

“ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the more convenient adm inistration o f  the E xtradition  A cts  18/0 
“ and  1873.”

“ A n  A c t to extend the operation, o f  the W aterw orks A c t  1865, and fo r  other purposes.”
“ A n  A c t to am end and consolidate the L a w s relating  to F riend ly  Societies.”
“ A n  A c t to sanction the issue and application o f  certain sums o f  money fro m  ‘ Th& R ailw ay  

“ ‘L oan  L iquidation  and Construction A ccoun t’ established under the provision o f  section 
“ 42 o f  33 Viet. N o. 360.”

“ A n  A c t to amend the law w ith respect to m anufacturing, keeping, selling, carrying, and 
“ im porting Gunpowder and other explosive substances.”

The Royal A ssent being read severally by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in the following w ords: 
“ In the name and on behalf of I lc r  M ajesty I  assent to this Act.

“ G. F . B O W EN ,
“ Governor.”

T he Clerk of the Parliam ents delivered to M r. Speaker a Schedule of the Bills assented to.
T he Legislative Assembly withdrew.
His Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.
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W. Campbell 
J .  Graham 
R. Simson 
Sir S. W ilson 
N . Fitzgerald 
W . H ighett 
J .  A. W allace 
R. S. Anderson ( Teller').



A p p r o p r ia t i o n  B i l l .—
Debate resumed.
Question— T h a t the words proposed to be om itted stand part of the question— put and negatived.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put and passed.
Question— T h a t this Bill be laid aside for the following reasons:—

1. Because there is included in it an item of £18,025 for reimbursing Members of the 
Legislative Council and of the Legislative Assem bly their expenses in relation to their attendance 
in Parliam ent, at the rate of £300  per annum each, and such reimbursement involves a question of 
public policy which lias been already, during the present session, subm itted to the Legislative 
Council in a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t f o r  the continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  L a w ,” such expiring law 
being “ A n  A c t to provide f o r  reim bursing Members o f  the Legisla tive  Council and  o f  the 
“ Leg isla tive  Assetnbly their expenses in relation to their attendance in P arliam ent,” and such Bill 
was then disposed of, and it is contrary to parliam entary practice to deal w ith the same question 
twice in the same session.

2. Because to tack  to the annual A ppropriation B ill a question of public policy precludes 
the Legislative Council from giving a free and deliberate vote concerning it, and deprives them 
therefore of their constitutional rig h t— put and passed.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of the 
following M essages from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ am end ( T he Customs A c t  1857,’ ” w ith  w hich they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th December, 1877.

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“fu r th e r  amend 1 The Passengers, H arbors, and  N avigation  S ta tu te  1865,’ ” w ith w hich they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, ( Speaker.

M elbourne, 19tli December, 1877.

C u st o m s  A c t  1857 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be n o w  read 
a first time.

Question— pu t and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the H onorable I I . C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and the 

second reading made an Order of the D ay for F riday, the 21st instan t.

P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v i g a t i o n  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . 
C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and the second reading made an Order of the Day for 

F riday, the 21st instant.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “A n  A c t to 

“ extend the time fo r  the collection o f  certain T o lls ,” w ith  w hich they desire the  concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 19th December, 1877.

T o l l s  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and the second reading made an Order of the Day for 

Friday, the 21st instant.
The Council adjourned a t a quarter past ten o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Friday, the 21st 

instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

F r id a y , 2 1 st  D e c e m b e r , 1877.

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. T he Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move, T h a t a return be made of all Bills initiated in the Legislative 

Assembly since November, 1856, th a t have been throw n out by the Legislative Council, the number 
of times th a t each B ill has been throw n out, the  time when each was introduced, and, if ultimately 
passed, the  time when it  was so passed.



O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. D i s e a s e s  in  V in e s  E r a d i c a t i o n  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2 . D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— Consideration of M essage from Legislative Assembly.
3. C u st o m s  A ct  1857 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
4 . P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read  a second

tim e.
5 . T o l l s  B i l l .— T o be read a  seco n d  tim e .

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

FRIDAY, 21st DECEMBER, 1877.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

M e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced to the Council the receipt of 
the following M essages from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t fo r  

“ granting  to H e r  M ajesty certain D uties o f  Customs, and  f o r  repealing and  altering certain other 
“ D uties,” w ith  which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative Assem bly Chamber, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th December, 1877.

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled 11 A n  A c t f o r  
“ the am endm ent and  continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  L a w ,” w ith  which they desire the  concurrence of 

. the Legislative Council.
C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,

Legislative Assembly Chamber, Speaker.
M elbourne, 20th December, 1877.

C u st o m s  D u t ie s  B i l l .— T h e Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a first time. 
Question—pu t and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the  D ay for the nex t day of m eeting of the Council.

E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( D r a w b a c k s  A ct  1872) C o n t in u a t io n  a n d  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . 
C uthbert moved, T h at th is B ill be now read a first time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable I I . Cuthbert, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the D ay for the  nex t day of meeting of the Council.

B ills T h r o w n  O u t  i n  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l — R e t u r n  o f . — T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in 
accordance w ith  notice, moved, T h a t a  re turn  be made of all Bills initiated in the Legislative 
Assembly since November, 1856, th a t have been throw n out by th e  Legislative Council, the number 
of times th a t each Bill has been throw n out, the time when each was introduced, and, if ultim ately 
passed, the time when it  was so passed.

Question— pu t and passed.

D is e a s e s  i n  V i n e s  E r a d ic a t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the  second reading of this Bill being 
read, the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
T he Honorable N . F itzgerald  moved, T h a t the  House do now adjourn.
D ebate ensued.
M otion— T h a t the House do now adjourn— by leave w ithdrawn.
D ebate resumed.
Question— T h a t the B ill be now read a second time—p u t and passed.
B ill read a  second time.



T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole
Council.

Debate ensued. 
Question— pnt. 
Council divided,

Contents, 9. N ot Contents, 6.
The Hon. C. J .  Jenner The Hon. W . Campbell

J .  Buchanan 
J .  A . W allace 
A . Fraser

J .  Gumming 
F . T . Sargood 
R. D. Reid
T . F . Hamilton

R. Simson 
Sir S. W ilson 
N . Fitzgerald 
J .  P . Bear
Sir C. Sladen (Teller).

H . C uthbert (T eller).
T he question was therefore passed.
Question—T h at the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to  the same without amendment.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day 

for the nex t day of meeting of the Council.
Question— put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, That 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday, the 8th January  next.

Question— put and passed.

D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— C o n s id e r a t io n  o f  M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— The Order 
of the Day for the consideration of the M essage from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill 
being read, the Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do agree to the following amend­
ment made by the Legislative Assembly in the new clause A  inserted by the Council in the Bill.

Omit all -words after “ fo r” in line two, and insert instead—

succeeding Order of the D a y :—
“ Customs A c t  1857 A m endm ent B ill  ”— To be read a second time.
“ Passengers H arbors and  N avigation  Sta tute  1865 Am endm ent B i l l ”— To be read a second 

time.
T o l l s  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being read, the Honorable H. 

C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question—T h at the  President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ith an amendment.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h at the House do now adjourn.
D ebate ensued.
Motion, by leave, w ithdrawn. .

C u st o m s  A ct  1857 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being 
read, the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
The. Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h at the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council. - . . . . . .
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the P resident do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair. '
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had a 

to the same w ith an amendment.
T he Honorable II . C uthbert moved,,. T h a t the adoption of the R eport be made an Order of the 

for Tuesday, the 5th of February next.
Question— put and passed.

“ any period during suspension of draining operations and in determining the cost of drainage 
effected by the owner of any machinery if the whole or any part of the w ater raised by 
such m achinery shall be used by the owner of such machinery for mining purposes the 
value of such w ater shall be ascertained and deducted from the general cost of such 
drainage.”

Debate ensued.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the debate be adjourned. 
Question— T h at the debate be adjourned—put and passed.

P o s t p o n e m e n t .— The following Orders of the Day were postponed until after the disposal of the



P a s s e n g e r s  H a r b o r s  a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for 
the second reading of this Bill being read, the Honorable I I .  C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now 
read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported that the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the adoption of the Report be made an Order of the Day 

for Tuesday, the 5th February next.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at a quarter-past eight o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 8th 
proximo. '

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 8 t h  J a n u a r y , 1878.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :—

1 . C u st o m s  D u t ie s  B i l l .— To be read a second time.
2 . E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( D r a w b a c k s  A ct 1 8 7 2 )  C o n t in u a t io n  a n d  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T o be read a  second

time.
3 . D is e a s e s  in  V in e s  E r a d ic a t io n  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
4. D r a in a g e  o f  M in e s  B i l l .-—A djourned debate on consideration of M essage from Legislative Assembly.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y .
O r d e r s  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. C u st o m s  A ct 1857 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
2. P a s s e n g e r s ,  H a r b o r s ,  a n d  N a v i g a t i o n  S t a t u t e  1865 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — Adoption of R eport.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents .
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 8 t h  JANUARY, 1878.

The Council m et in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

P e t it io n .— T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a Petition  signed by J .  Lecky, styling himself chairman 
of a public m eeting of E lectors of the Cranbourne Division of the South Province, and praying 
th a t paym ent of M embers of Parliam ent may not be sanctioned.

Petition  received.
The Petition  was read at the Table by the Clerk.

C u st o m s  D u t i e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this B ill being read, the H onor­
able R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
B ill read a second time.
The H onorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairm an of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable R . S. A nderson moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The P resident having reported th a t the Chairm an of Committees had certified th a t the fair prin t of 

the B ill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable R. S. 
Anderson, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable R . S. A nderson moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t f o r  granting  to H er  
“ M ajesty certain D uties o f  Customs, and fo r  repealing and altering certain other D uties  ”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council 

have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

E x p i r i n g  L a w  ( D r a w b a c k s  A ct  1872) C o n t i n u a t io n  a n d  A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— T he Order of the 
Day for the second reading of th is B ill being read, the Honorable R . S. Anderson moved, T h a t 
the B ill be now read a second time.

Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable R . S. A nderson moved, T h a t the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The President having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had certified^ th a t the fair print of 

the B ill Was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable 
R . S. Anderson, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable R . S. Anderson moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t fo r  the A m endm ent 
“ and  Continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  Lam :''

Question— put and passed.
Ordered T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have

agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.



D is e a s e s  in  V in e s  E r a d ic a t io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the adoption of the Deport of the 
Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, 
T h a t the Report be now adopted.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance w ith the B ill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable 
R . S. Anderson, was read a th ird  time and passed.

T he Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t fo r  the Eradication o f  
“ Diseases in  Vines.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.
D r a in a g e  o f  M i n e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the resumption of the adjourned debate on the 

consideration of the M essage from the Legislative Assembly w ith this Bill being read, the Honorable 
R . S. Anderson moved, T h a t the  Council do agree to the amendment made by the Legislative 
Assembly in the new clause A , inserted in the Bill.

Question— put and passed. .
Ordered T hat a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  th a t the Council have

agreed to the amendment.
T he  Council adjourned at ten minutes to six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 9th 

instant.

n o t i c e  o f  m o t i o n  a n d  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y .

W e d n e s d a y , 9 t h  J a n u a r y , 1 8 7 8 .

2 T he Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To ask the Postmaster-G-eneral if he has any objection to inform the Council 
w hether it is true, as stated in the public press, th a t a Memorandum has been prepared by Mr. Berry 
settin°" forth  the views of the M inistry upon the present position of political affairs, and been 
forwarded through H is Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies ; and 
if he will have any objection to lay a copy of such Memorandum on the Table of the Council.

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—
1 T he H on. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move, T hat a dutiful A ddress be presented to H is Excellency the 

Governor upon the circumstances attending the laying aside of the Appropriation Bill by the 
Council, and upon the present anomalous state of P a rliam en t; and

Contingent on the above being carried—
T h a t a Committee be appointed to prepare such Address, and th a t such Committee consist of the 

Ilonorables R. S. Anderson, J .  Balfour, N . F itzgerald, F . T . Sargood, T . J .  Sumner, Sir S. Wilson, 
and  the Mover.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C u st o m s  A ct  1 8 5 7  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — A d o p tio n  o f  R e p o r t .
2 . P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R eport.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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W EDNESDAY, 9th JAN U A R Y , 1878.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the  
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— pu t and passed.
P a p e r .— T he H onorable R . S. Anderson, in the absence of the  H onorable C. J .  Jenner, for the  Honorable 

the Postm aster-G eneral, presented to  the Council the following P ap er :—
Defences.— Prelim inary R eport by H is Excellency Sir W . F . Drummond Jervois, R .E ., 

K .C .M .G ., C.B. (20th Ju ly , 1877.)
Ordered to lie on the Table.

A d d r e s s  t o  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in  accordance w ith  notice, 
moved, T h a t a dutiful A ddress be presented to H is E xcellency the  Governor upon the circum­
stances attending the laying aside of the A ppropriation B ill by the Council, and upon the  present 
anomalous state of Parliam ent.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith contingent notice, moved, T h a t a  Committee be 

appointed to prepare such Address.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith  contingent notice, moved, T h a t such Committee 

consist of the H onorables R. S. Anderson, J .  Balfour, N . F itzgerald , F . T . Sargood, T . J .  Sumner, 
Sir S. W ilson, and the MoArer.

Question— put and passed.
The Committee retired to  prepare an Address.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen brought up the A ddress prepared by the Committee.
The Address was read at the  T able by the Clerk.

To H is  E xcellency  S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the M ost D is ­
tinguished Order o f  S a in t M ichael an d  S a in t George, Governor and  C om m ander-in-C hief 
in  and  over the Colony o f  Victoria and  its Dependencies, and V ice-A dm ira l o f  the same, Src.

M a y  i t  p l e a s e  T o u r  E x c e l l e n c y :—
W e, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of 

Victoria in Parliam ent assembled, beg to  approach Y our Excellency w ith  renewed expressions of 
our loyalty and attachm ent to H er M ajesty the  Queen, and of our respect to Y our Excellency as 
H er M ajesty’s representative in the G overnm ent of this Colony.

W e take th is earliest opportunity  of addressing Y our Excellency upon the present ex tra ­
ordinary state of affairs in connection w ith  the Parliam ent and th e  Public  business.

D uring the m onth of December, a B ill entitled “ A n  A c t f o r  the continuation o f  an  expiring  
“ L a w  ” (Paym ent of M em bers) was initiated in the Legislative Assembly, under the recommenda­
tion of Y our Excellency, as conveyed by M essage (No. 9), for reim bursing Members of Parliam ent 
their expenses in relation to the ir attendance in Parliam ent, and was passed, and forwarded to the 
Legislative Council for their concurrence.

B y means of published Parliam entary papers it  was w ithin the knowledge of the Council 
th a t a previous M essage (No. 7) to the  same effect had been sent by Y our Excellency to the 
A ssem bly recommending such reimbursement am ongst other items of contemplated expenditure ; 
and th a t an item on the E stim ates of £18,025 for reimbursing M embers from the term ination of this 
session of Parliam ent to the end of the financial year had been passed in the Committee of Supply, 
and been reported to the Assembly. W hen, therefore, the second reading of the above B ill was 
moved in the  Legislative Council, we felt th a t there was a th reat held over us, that, should we 
determine th a t we could not concur w ith  the Assem bly and pass the Bill, th e  same ,matter would be 
brought before us in the annual A ppropriation Bill, and th a t we m ust then  either assent to the



carrying out of the principle from w hich we had previously expressed our dissent, or be reduced to 
the alternative of rejecting the A ppropriation B ill providing for the services of the current year.

W e desire to impress upon Y our E xcellency th a t in any measure containing subject m atter 
of public policy, we believe th a t the C onstitution has invested both the Council and th e  Assembly 
w ith equal powers of legislation, save only as the Council are restricted by the  56th section, and 
we have always insisted npon our rig h t to exercise those powers w ith  perfect freedom, w hilst we 
are determined to resist every a ttem pt a t coercion, as b e i n g  opposed to the spirit of the Constitution, 
and to the satisfactory w orking of the bi-cam eral form of Parliam ent.

T he question of P aym ent of M embers has always been treated  as one of public policy of 
commanding interest, and we claim, as we have already during the session informed Y our Excellency 
in the A ddress presented to Y our E xcellency on the 13th November last, to have a voice in deter­
m ining w hether or not such policy shall be adopted ; and we also claim to have the measure dealing 
w ith  such policy brought before us, so th a t we may be able to give effect to th a t voice.

T he  first-named Bill, therefore, having come before us in a m anner w hich would not'adm it of 
free deliberation, we declined to enter into any discussion on its m erits, and simply negatived the 
second reading. T h is was on the 11th December. On the 13th Decem ber the annual A ppropria­
tion B ill was sent to us, containing the item before particularized, and on the 20th December it was 
laid aside w ithout a division, for the following reasons then  recorded, viz. :—

“ Because there  is included in it  an item  of £18,025 for reim bursing M embers of the 
L egislative Council and of the  L egislative A ssem bly their expenses in relation to their 
attendance in P arliam ent a t the rate of £300  per annum  each, and such reimbursement 
involves a question of public policy w hich has been already, during the present Session, 
subm itted to the Legislative Council in a B ill in titu led  “ A n  A c t fo r  the continuation o f  an  
“ E xp ir in g  L a w ,” such expiring law  being “ A n  A c t  fo r  reim bursing M embers o f  the Legis- 
“ lative Council and  o f  the Legisla tive  A ssem bly their expenses in  relation to their attendance 
“ in  P a rlia m en t,” and such B ill was then disposed of, and it is contrary to Parliam entary 
practice to deal w ith  the same question tw ice in the  same Session :

“ 2. Because to tack  to the annual A ppropriation B ill a  question of public policy 
precludes the Legislative Council from giving a free and deliberate vote concerning it, and 
deprives them  therefore of the ir C onstitutional rig h t.”

W e lam ent the  necessity th a t compelled us to adopt th is unusual course, and we deplore the 
inconvenience, confusion, and suffering th a t w ill probably ensue from the w an t of an A ct to 
legalize the expenditure of the sums appropriated to the  public service, and we assure Your 
Excellency th a t w e ’should have shrunk from tak ing  such a step could we have seen any other 
available means whereby the independence, if not the  very existence, of the Legislative Council for 
any useful purpose could be secured: bu t the system  of coercion w hich has been adopted in order 
to compel us to give up th a t position in the legislation of the country w hich the  Constitution intended 
us to exercise, has left us no other course.

W e regret th a t we have been placed in the  position to determ ine betw een two evils— W hether 
to subm it to the Constitution being overridden and the Council ignored, or to the tem porary incon­
venience caused by the loss of the  A ppropriation Bill, and we are forced to th e  conclusion that, in 
the fulfilment of the tru s t committed to us by the  C onstitution, and in loyalty  to our beloved 
Sovereign and to the Im perial Parliam ent, who have given to us th a t Constitution, and in duty to 
our constituents, we ought to consider the la tte r alternative as the  least of the tw o evils.

In  the early part of the  sitting of the  L egislative A ssem bly, on the 20th  December, as we 
have since learnt, a motion was carried th a t the Assem bly, a t its rising, should adjourn until the 5th 
F e b ru a ry ; and at its rising the  Assem bly, having previously forwarded several B ills to the Council 
for the ir concurrence, adjourned for six  weeks w ithout any concert or communication w ith the 
Council.

U pon the understanding th a t the L egislative A ssem bly w ould sit on the  following day, the 
21st December, we consented, on the  motion of the M inister conducting the business in the Council, 
to sit also on th a t day, although not a  sessional day, and adjourned accordingly.

A lthough we were willing to give our attention to the consideration of the business before 
us, and actually did deal w ith  it  in detail, yet our w ork w ill necessarily be incomplete until the 
expiration of the period for w hich the A ssem bly has adjourned.

T he position of affairs as regards the relation of the  tw o H ouses of Legislature, and as 
regards the session of Parliam ent, has thus become anomalous.

F or the carrying out of legislation it  w ould appear to be an essential feature of parliamentary 
usage th a t the two H ouses should sit and transact business concurren tly ; indeed, i t  is clear th a t the 
business of legislation could not be satisfactorily carried on in any other m anner between two 
co-ordinate Chambers.

In  the present instance an adjournm ent un til the  5 th February , w ithout reference to the 
Council, was agreed upon in the A ssem bly w hilst the  A ppropriation  B ill w as yet under discussion 
by us, the  immediate consequence o f w hich is th a t B ills, considered to be of urgent importance, are 
in a state of suspense from w hich they  cannot be rescued until the  5 th  February .

A  Session of Parliam ent, according to  Im perial usage, although nowhere defined, has its 
limits, as essentially recognised and as carefully observed as those of the calendar year.

In  V ictoria, th is usage of the  Im perial P arliam ent has been followed, and the  word “ Session 
has been used in m any A cts of P arliam ent as indicating a certain period well understood ; and even 
on those extraordinary occasions w hen, unfortunately, as now, the annual A ppropriation Bill has 
been throw n out, th e  two Chambers have continued to sit in conformity w ith  Sessional arrangements, 
and to transact the  business of the  country. B u t there  has been no precedent for the course at 
present adopted, viz., th a t one Cham ber should adjourn for a period of six  weeks, or about one- 
fourth  of the term , during w hich a Session ordinarily lasts, w ithout so much as consulting the 
other, or m aking any provision for carrying into law  the  m easures under the consideration of 
Parliam ent, one of w hich, for continuing an E xp iring  L aw  (T h e  Tolls B ill) ought to have come 
into operation on the  1st Jan u ary .



T he Legislature, consisting of three orders— H er M ajesty the Queen, the Legislative Council, 
and the Legislative Assem bly— is powerless to legislate w ithout the concurrence of the three o rders: 
and now i t  may be said to be out of gear, by reason of the adjournment of one Chamber without 
consulting either of the other two orders, so far as we are aware— but certainly w ithout the privity 
of the Council.

A nd this leads us to rem ark th a t a Constitution, however good and perfect in itself, may soon 
become inoperative and fall into disrepute if any of the component parts refuse or neglect to perform 
the particular duties devolving upon them.

E ven the B ritish Constitution would soon break down if  the Sovereign were to neglect or 
decline to exercise the high and responsible duties appertaining to the Crown, or should fail to keep 
under proper control the E xecutive and Legislative m achinery of the S tate ; or, if cither House of 
Parliam ent should, in defiance of custom, or iu disregard of the other estates of the Realm, arrogate 
to itself powers h itherto  unknown, or decline to conform to the established routine of Legislation.

W e would bring under Y our E xcellency’s notice th a t there is one A ct of Parliam ent, viz., 
tha t for Paym ent of M embers, which is only kept alive and operative by the session being prolonged, 
and we would submit to Y our Excellency tha t the prolongation of the session is not due to the press 
or urgency of business before Parliam ent, since the Assembly, led by Your Excellency’s Advisers, 
have adjourned for six weeks, and in doing so they did not even consider it necessary to sit for 
another day or two, in order to pass into law Bills then before Parliam ent, which were said by the 
M inister representing the Governm ent in the Legislative Council to be of urgent importance.

W e desire further to bring to Your E xcellency’s notice the circumstance th a t the interruption 
of Parliam entary proceedings in the  manner alluded to is w ithout p reced en t; and is a departure 
from the spirit of Parliam entary Institu tions, and th a t the Council is in no manner responsible for 
the miscarriage of legislation caused thereby.

The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the A ddress be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the President ascertain when and how H is Excellency will 

be pleased to receive the Address.
Question— put and passed.

D e f e n c e s  o f  V i c t o r ia .— R e p o r t  o f  S i r  W. F . D r u m m o n d  J e r v o is .— T he Honorable R . S. A nderson, 
by leave of the  Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the Council do now adopt the R eport of H is 
Excellency Sir W . F . D . Jervois on the Defences of Victoria.

Question— put and passed.
The Council adjourned a t ten  m inutes past six  o’clock, until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 15th 

instant.

o r d e r s  o f  t h e  d a y .

T u e s d a y ,  1 5 t h  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 7 8 .

1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To ask the Postm aster-G eneral if he has any objection to inform the Council 
w hether i t  is true, as stated in the public press, th a t a  M emorandum has been prepared by M r. Berry 
setting forth  the views of the M inistry  upon the present position of political affairs, and been 
forwarded through H is Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies ; and 
if he will have any objection to lay a copy of such M emorandum on the Table of the Council.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C u st o m s  A c t  1 8 5 7  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R e p o r t . _
2 . P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R ep o r t.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 15th JANUA R Y , 1878.

T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the 
House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.

T he Council adjourned a t ten m inutes to five o’clock, until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 22nd 
instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 2 2 n d  J a n u a r y , 1 8 7 8 .

N o t ic e s  o k  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. N . F it z g e r a l d  : T o move, T h a t there be laid upon the Table of this House a R eturn  o f  all
appointm ents made by the present Government, w ith  the names, date of appointm ent, and salary 
attached to each.

2. T he Hon. G. W . C o l e  : T o move, T h a t Commodore H oskins’s R eport on the Defences of the Colony
(16th Novem ber, 1876), and the  P apers relative to the  appointm ent of Sir W illiam  Jervo is and 
Colonel Scratchley (27 th  February , 1877), be laid upon the T able of this H ouse and printed ; also, 
th a t the  R eport of Sir W illiam Jervois, laid upon the  T able  on the 9 th  instant, be printed.

3. The Hon. G. F . B e l c h e r  : To move for a R eturn  of all the  Civil Servants, Classified and N o t Classified,
who have been dismissed by the G overnm ent from the 1 st instan t to this date, showing their posi­
tions in the service and the salary attached to each.

4. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : T o move, T h a t an Address be presented to H is Excellency the Governor,
asking if H is Excellency w ill be pleased to present to the Legislative Council a  copy of the 
Memorandum prepared by the Chief Secretary upon the present position of political affairs which 
was lately  forwarded through H is Excellency the Governor to the  Secretary of S tate for the 
Colonies.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C u st o m s  A ct  1857 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A doption of Report.
2. P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v i g a t i o n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R ep o r t.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents .
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TUESDAY, 2 2 n d  JANUARY , 1878.

The Council met in accordance with adjournm ent.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

R e p l y  o f  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  A d d r e s s  o f  C o u n c i l .— T he President announced to 
the Council th a t the A ddress to H is Excellency the Governor, adopted by the Council on the 9 th 
instant, had been presented, and th a t H is E xcellency had been pleased to make thereto the following 
reply:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  :—  s

I  thank you for these renewed expressions of your loyalty and attachm ent to H er M ajesty 
the Queen, and of your respect for m yself as H er M ajesty’s R epresentative in the Government of 
this colony.

I  would repeat, as on a former occasion, that 1 receive this A ddress with the high 
consideration due from the R epresentative of the Queen to any expression of opinion from either 
House of the V ictorian Parliam ent ; and th a t I  will forthw ith consult my constitutional and 
Responsible M inisters on the im portant questions to which my attention is solicited.

I  understand, Mr. P resident and Gentlemen, th a t I  shall be carrying out the wishes of your 
H onorable H ouse by forw arding to the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies a copy of this Address, 
and of my reply to it. T his was the course pursued also w ith respect to your former Address, with 
the presentation of which I  was favored on the 13th Novem ber ultimo.

In  conclusion, I  would thank  your Honorable H ouse for giving me this opportunity of placing 
on Parliam entary record th a t it is my duty, during the- controversy which has unfortunately arisen 
between the two deliberative branches of the Legislature, to abstain from all interference otherwise 
than by earnestly recommending to both Houses, in the interests of the public welfare, mutual 
forbearance and m utual concession. In  pursuance of the w ell-known principles of Constitutional 
G overnm ent, and of the views and instructions of the Im perial A uthorities, I shall continue to 
m aintain firmly th a t neutrality  which belongs to the Crown that I  represent.

G. E. BOW  EX.
Governm ent Offices,

21st January , 1878.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t i i e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable H. C uthbert presented to the Council 
the following M essage from H is Excellency the Governor :—
G. F . B O W E N ,

Governor.
T he G overnor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 

Offices, in accordance w ith  the advice of the Honorable the A ttorney-G eneral (a copy of whose 
opinion is annexed), given the R oyal A ssent to the undermentioned A cts of the present Session, 
presented to him  by the Clerk of the' Parliam ents in pursuance of the Jo in t Standing Order X V , 
viz. :—

“ I .  A n  A c t f o r  granting  to H e r  M ajesty certain duties o f Customs, and fo r  repealing and  
“ altering  certain other D utiesA  

“ 2. A n  A c t  f o r  the am endm ent and continuation o f  an E xp iring  Daw A  
“ 3. A n  A c t fo r  the E raoica tion  o f  Diseases in Vines.”
“ 4. A n  A c t to am end the E aiv rela ting to the D rainage o f  M ines A

G overnm ent Offices,
M elbourne, 18th January , 1878.



O p i n io n .

I t  is well known that, in New South Wales, New Zealand, Queensland, and other colonies, 
Bills arc assented to by the Governor as a general rule at the Government House or at the 
Government Offices, and in the presence of the Clerk of the Parliam ents ; but not in presence of 
Parliam ent itself. In  fact, the latter practice appears to be confined to Victoria ; and there is 
precedent, for such a course in V ictoria also.

1 advise that I lis  Excellency the Governor can legally and constitutionally give the Royal 
Assent at the Government Offices, or elsewhere, to all Bills, except the Appropriation Bill, 
presented to Ills  Excellency by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, for H er M ajesty’s assent, in pursuance 
of Jo in t Standing Order X V . Such assent should afterwards be notified by Message to both 
H o u s e s  of Parliam ent according to the precedent above-mentioned and the practice in the other 
colonies.

(Signed) R O B E R T  L E  P O E R  TR EN C H ,
Attorney-General.

Crown Law  Offices,
Melbourne, 18th January , 1878.

A p p o i n t m e n t s  b y  p r e s e n t  G o v e r n m e n t .— The Honorable N . Fitzgerald, in accordance Avith notice, 
moved. T h at there be laid upon the Table of this House a R eturn of all appointments made by the 
present Government, w ith the names, date of appointment, and salary attached to each.

Question— put and passed.

-D e f e n c e s  o f  t h e  C o l o n y — R e p o r t 's  o n , e t c .— The Honorable G. W . Cole, in accordance Avith 
amended notice, moved, T h a t Commodore H oskins’s Report on the Defences of the Colony (16th 
November, 1876), and the Papers relative to the appointment of Sir W illiam Jervois and Colonel 
Seratchlev (27th February, 1877), be laid upon the Table of this House and printed ; also, that the 
Report of Sir William Jervois, laid upon the Table on the 9 th  instant, be printed ; also the analysis 
of Commodore H oskins’s evidence given on December 18th, 1875, as published with the Report of 
the Royal Commission on Volunteer Forces, pages 34 and 35.

Debate ensued.
Q u e s t io n — p u t  a n d  n egatlA 'cd .

D i s m i s s e d  C i v i l  S e r v a n t s , C l a s s i f i e d  a n d  N o t  C l a s s i f i e d .— The Honorable G. F . Belcher, in 
accordance A A u t h  amended  notice, moAred, T h a t there be laid upon the Table of this House a Return 
of all the Civil Servants, Classified and N ot Classified, Avho have been dismissed by the Government 
from the 1 st instant, showing their positions in the service, and the salary attached^ to each; also 
the amount of compensation payable in each case under provision of the Civil Service Act, up to 
the date of the Return.

Question— put and passed.

\ d d r e s s  t o  I I i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance Avith notice,
V moved, T hat an Address be presented to H is Excellency the Governor, asking if H is Excellency 

will be pleased to present to the LegislatiAre Council a copy of the Memorandum, prepared by 
the Chief Secretary upon the present position of political affairs, which was lately forwarded through 
IIis Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, That a Select Com­

mittee be appointed to prepare the Address.
Question—put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h at the folloAving be the Members of the Select Committee, viz., 

the Honorables J .  Balfour, W . Campbell, J .  A. W allace, R. S. Anderson, and the Mover.
Question— put and passed.
The Committee retired to prepare the Address.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen brought up the A ddress prepared by the Committee.
The Address was read at the Table by the Clerk.

To H is  Excellency  S i r  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o a v e n ,  K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the Most Dis­
tinguished Order o f  S a in t M ichael and  S a in t George, Governor a n d  Commander-in-Chief 
in and over the Colony o f  Victoria and its Dependencies, and V ice-Adm iral o f  the same, §c.

M a y  i t  P l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  :—

We, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of the 
Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, beg leave to approach Your Excellency 
with renewed expressions of our loyalty to H er M ajesty’s Throne and Person, and of respect to 
Y our Excellency as H er M ajesty’s Representative.

W e desire to ask Your Excellency to be pleased to present to the Legislative Council a copy 
of the Memorandum, prepared by the Honorable the Chief Secretary upon the present position o 
political affairs resulting from the absence of the annual Appropriation A ct, which a v c  are infoime 
Avas "transmitted by Your Excellency by the last Californian Mail to the R ight Honorable tic  
Secretary of S tate for the Colonics.

The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the Address be now adopted.
Question— put and passed. -
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h at the President ascertain when it will please His E x cellen cy

to receive the Address.
Question— put and passed.

i':-. C 'w c i!  adjourned at ten minutes to six o’clock until half-past lour o dock  on W ednesday, Jic  -3i 1
ms'/ar. l .



NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y , 2 3 r d  J a n u a r y , 1 8 7 8 .

N o tice  o f  M o tio n  :—
1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : T o move, T lm t an A ddress be presented to H er M ajesty se ttin g  forth the 

facts and circumstances of the present Crisis, and praying th a t such instructions may be given to 
the Governor as will secure the Constitutional G overnm ent of this Colony.

T u e s d a y , 5 t ii  F e b r u a r y .
O r d e r s  of t h e  D a y - :—

1. C u st o m s  A ct 1857 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.
2. P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v i g a t io n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Adoption of R eport.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the P arliam ents.
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WEDNESDAY, 23r d  JANUARY, 1878.

T he Council m et in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
A d d r e ss  to H e r  M a j e s t y  t h e  Q u e e n .— T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance with notice, moved, 

T h a t an A ddress be presented to H er M ajesty, setting forth  the facts and circumstances of the 
present Crisis, and praying th a t such instructions may be given to the Governor as will secure the 
Constitutional Governm ent of this Colony.

Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t a Select Committee be appointed to prepare the Address.
Question— pu t and passed.
T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the Committee consist of the following Members, viz., the 

Honorables J .  Balfour, F . T . Sargood, J .  P . Bear, Sir S. W ilson, and the Mover.
Question— put and passed.
T he Committee retired to prepare the Address.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen brought up the Address prepared by the Committee.
T he A ddress was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

T O  T H E  Q U E E N ’S M O S T  E X C E L L E N T  M A JE S T Y .
M ost G r a c io u s  S o v e r e ig n :—

We, Y our M ajesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in 
Parliam ent assembled, beg to approach Y our M ajesty w ith expressions of our attachm ent to 
Y our M ajesty’s Throne and Person.

W e desire m ost respectfully to invite Y our M ajesty’s gracious attention to an Address 
presented by the Legislative Council to H is Excellency the Governor, on th e  13th November, 
1877, and to his R eply thereto, and also to another A ddress presented to the Governor during this 
month of January , and to the  Governor’s Reply thereto, as containing a narrative of the circumstances 
which occurred up to the 2 1 st December, 1877, concerning the state of political affairs in this 
colony ; and we now append copies of the above documents.

In  continuation of the  narrative, we desire to point out th a t if, after the negativing of the 
second reading of the Paym ent o f Members B ill, as referred to in the second Address, the M inistry 
had removed all grounds indicating a desire to coerce the Council through the A ppropriation Bill, 
the  first named B ill m ight have been dealt w ith  on its merits, and the A ppi opi iation B ill would 
have been passed as a m atter of course. A s it was, there appeared to  be three courses open to the 
M inistry for adoption, so as to preserve the action of responsible Parliam entary Government, 
v iz . :—

1 . To acquiesce, a t least temporarily, in the decision ; or (if they deemed the question a
vital one),

2. T o resign their offices, or
3. To advise a  dissolution.

N either of these courses was pursued, nor did the Governor seek the advice of other 
M inisters ; bu t he has sanctioned the several undermentioned acts which we desire respectfully to 
bring under Y our M ajesty’s most Gracious consideration.

T he  Governor has, w ith  the advice of the E xecutive Council, removed from office all the 
Judges of the County Courts, Courts of Mines, and Court of Insolvency, Coroners, and Chairmen of 
General Sessions of the Peace, as well as the Public Prosecutors a t those Sessions w ithout even a 
day’s notice. H e has also, w ith  the like advice, dispensed w ith the services of all Police M agis­
tra tes and W ardens of the Goldfields, as well as of the perm anent heads of several departments,
and many other persons in the public service. _

T he  announcement of the dispensing w ith the services of such of the above officers as are 
subject to the  provisions o f the Civil Service A ct (No. 160), states it  to be “ in pursuance of the 
“ powers conferred upon the Governor in Council by the 12th and 27th sections of that Act. 
T he  Gazette of the 8 th  Jan u ary  is appended.



T he first of those sections makes it lawful for the Governor in Council from time to time 
to diminish the total number of the officers in the Civil Service ; and the la tter provides tha t no 
p erson  shall be dismissed except in accordance w ith  th a t A ct ; bu t th a t nothing in it shall prevent 
the Governor in Council, if  it be expedient to reduce th e  number of officers in any department, 
from dispensing w ith  the services of any officers in consequence of such alterations. The power 
“  to remove ” Judges, Coroners, Chairmen of General Sessions, and Public Prosecutors, is conferred 
by the several S tatutes under w hich they are appointed.

T h a t the diminution of “ the to tal number of the officers in the Civil Service,” or the 
reduction of “ the number of officers in any departm ent,” was not the real ground for dispensing 
w ith the services of any of them  is manifest from the facts that the removal and dispensing took 
place during a six weeks’ adjournm ent of the Assembly, and th a t their salaries had been provided 
in the A ppropriation Bill for the whole financial year, term inating on the 30th June, 1878, in 
pursuance of a M essage from the Governor recommending the appropriation.

W e submit to Your M ajesty th a t by these acts, the Governor, under a perverted use of statutory 
powers, virtually suspended several s ta tu tes; and, besides inflicting grievous injury on many officers 
of high character and attainm ents, and of long standing in the public service, very seriously crippled 
the judicature of the inferior Courts, and rendered the County Courts and Courts of Mines wholly 
inaccessible.

W e further submit to Your M ajesty th a t the Governor— while recognizing the rule stated by 
himself, th a t “ it is the undoubted duty of the Governor of every colony possessing Parliamentary 
“ Institu tions on the English  model to follow generally in all m atters of purely local concern and in 
“ which neither the Prerogatives of the Crown nor other Im perial interests are involved,” the advice 
of the Responsible M inisters— has, in following th a t advice on the occasions to which we have 
referred, apparently acted as if he had no personal responsibility or discretion in the  m atter—which 
we hum bly and respectfully submit is incompatible w ith  his position as Y our M ajesty’s Repre­
sentative—and by adopting th a t view has lent the power and influence of his exalted position 
towards coercing the Legislative Council to pass a measure, concerning which we believe that we 
are privileged under the Constitution to act deliberately and independently ; and for the purpose 
of this coercion, w ithout even m aking an appeal to the country, trade is paralyzed, the whole 
colony plunged into confusion and uncertainty, and the state of happiness and security, which 
the colonists have h itherto  enjoyed under Your M ajesty’s benign rule, is now being changed 
into one of doubt, m isgiving, and insecurity.

W e therefore hum bly pray th a t Y our M ajesty will take into your m ost gracious consideration 
the circumstances herein stated, as also those detailed in our Addresses to the  Governor, and 
th a t Your M ajesty will cause such steps to be taken  as Y our M ajesty shall see fit.

T he Honorable S ir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the A ddress be now adopted.
T he Honorable W . Campbell moved, T h a t the word “ perverted” be struck out, w ith  a view to insert 

the word “ wrong ” instead thereof in the Address.
D ebate ensued.
Question— T h a t the  word “ perverted ” proposed to be struck out be struck out—put and passed.
Question— T h a t the word “ wrong ” proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put and passed.
Question— T h a t the R eport as amended be now adopted— put and passed.
T he  Honorable S ir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the P resident be requested to communicate w ith His 

Excellency the Governor, w ith a view to the forwarding of the Address to England by the departing 
mail.

Question— put and passed.

A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat 
the House, a t its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed. *

T he Council adjourned a t six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 29th instant.

O R D E R S  OF  T H E  D A Y .

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y , 1 8 7 8 .
O r d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—  .

1. C ustom s A ct 1 8 5 7  A m en d m en t  B il l .— Adoption o f  Report.
2. P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m en t  B i l l .— Adoption of Report.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 29 th JANUARY, 1878.
The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournm ent.
The P residen t took the Chair.
T he President read the P rayer.

A d d r e ss  to H er  M a j e s t y  t h e  Q u e e n .— T he P residen t announced to the Council th a t he had received 
the follow ing communication from the P riv a te  Secretary to I l is  E xcellency the Governor :__

G overnm ent Offices, 
M elbourne, 24th  Jan u ary , 1878. 

T he P riv a te  Secretary  presents his compliments to the  H onorable the P residen t of the 
L egislative Council, and begs to acknowledge th e  receip t o f the P resid en t’s note of this day, 
enclosing_ for transm ission an A ddress to H er M ajesty the Queen from the  Legislative Council’ 
■which H is Excellency the G overnor w ill transm it in due course, in pursuance of the Colonial 
Regulations, chap. V I., A rts . 221-223 .

A d d r e ss  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r — R e p l y  to .— T he P residen t announced to the Council 
th a t he had received from the P riv a te  Secretary to H is E xcellency  the Governor the  following 
Reply to the A ddress to H is E xcellency the Governor, adopted by the Council on the 22nd 
in s ta n t :—

M r. P r e s id e n t  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  :—
I  thank  you for your renewed expressions of loyalty  to H er M ajesty’s T hrone and P erson ,

and of respect for m yself as H er M ajesty ’s R epresentative.
W ith regard to the Chief S ecretary’s M emorandum to wdiich you refer, I  assure you th a t it 

will alw ays afford me pleasure to carry out the w ishes of either H ouse of the  V ictorian Parliam ent, 
so far as my duty may perm it.

_ B u t it is a general and reasonable rule of the  public service th a t documents forwarded to the 
Im perial G overnm ent should not be published until they  shall have been received and acknow ledged 
by the Secretary of S tate.

I  would observe, however, th a t the  Im perial A uthorities w ill be in full possession of the 
view's entertained by your H onorable H ouse upon the present position of political affairs in V ictoria, 
from the A ddresses, w ith  the presentation of w hich I  was favored on the 13th N ovem ber ultimo 
and on the 19th instant. Copies of these A ddresses have been forwarded to the Secretary of S tate
for the  Colonies, in pursuance of wffiat I  understand to be your desire.

G. F . B O W E N .
G overnm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 24th  Jan u ary , 1878.

A d jo u r n m e n t .— T h e  Council adjourned a t a quarter to five o’clock un til half-past four o’clock on 
W ednesday the 30th  instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y , 3 0 t h  J a n u a r y , 1878.
N o tices  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : T o move, T h a t the  H onorable the  P residen t of the Legislative Council be
requested to transm it to  the Secretary of S tate  for the Colonies a telegram  to the following e ffec t:—  

“ Legislative Council prays nothing be done w ith  the  M emorandum from Chief Secretary 
to H is E xcellency the G overnor on subject of legal paym ents, forwarded last m onth via  California, 
un til opportunity  of com m ent afforded them . Copies asked for by Council, bu t refused by Governor.”

2. T he Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : T o  move, T h a t the Tolls B ill be now reconsidered in Committee of the whole
Council.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y .
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C u st o m s  A c t  1 8 5 7  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A d o p tio n  o f  R e p o r t .
2. P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v i g a t i o n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A doption of R eport.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents,
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W EDNESDAY, 30th JANUARY, 1878.

There bein«“ no quorum of members present at the expiration of half an hour after the time appointed for 
the meeting of the Council, the P resident took the C hair and adjourned the Council to the next 
sitting day.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T h u r s d a y , 3 1 s t  J a n u a r y , 1 8 7 8 .

N o tices of M o tio n  :—
1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move, T h a t the Honorable the President of the Legislative Council be

requested to transm it to the Secretary of S tate  for the Colonies a telegram  to the following effec t.
“ Legislative Council prays nothing be done w ith the Memorandum from Chief Secrctajy 

to H is Excellency the G overnor on subject of legal payments, forwarded last m onth via  California, 
until opportunity of comment afforded them. Copies asked for by Council, bu t refused by Governor.

2. T he Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : To move, T h a t the Tolls B ill be now reconsidered in Committee of the whole
Council.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y .

O r d er s  of t h e  D ay :—  %
1. C u s to m s  A c t  1 8 5 7  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A doption of Report. „ * ,
2 . P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . A doption of Repoi .

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TH URSDAY, 31 st JAN UA R Y , 1878.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The P resident took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t i t i o n — T he Honorable J .  B alfour presented a P etition , signed by R . W allen, styling him self Mayor of 

the B orough of H aw thorn, and praying th a t the  lo l ls  B ill may be passed.
Petition  received.
T he Petition  was read a t the T able by the Clerk.

The Council adjourned a t six  m inutes past five o'clock until halt-past four o clock on Tuesday the 5tli 
proximo.

NOTICES OF MOTION A ND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y , 5 t h  F e b r u a r y , 1 8 7 8 .

N o t ic e s  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. T he I-Ion. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move,' T h a t the H onorable the P resident of the Legislative Council be

requested to transm it to the Secretary of S tate  for the Colonies a telegram  to the following e ffec t.
“ Legislative Council prays nothing be. done w ith the M emorandum from Chief Secretary 

to H is Excellency the G overnor on subject of legal paym ents, forwarded last m onth via  California, 
until opportunity of comment afforded them. Copies asked for by Council, but refused by Goxem oi.

2 . T he H on. S ir  C. S l a d e n  (contingent on the carrying o f  the fo rego ing  motion) : T o  m o v e , That an
A ddress be presented to H is E xcellency the Governor, praying tha t H is Excellency will be pleased 
to forward the accompanying M essage to the  Secretary of S tate  by telegraph.

3 . T he  H o n . J .  B a l f o u r  : To move, T h a t the Tolls B ill be now reconsidered in Committee o f  the whole
Council.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. C u st o m s  A ct  1 8 5 7  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— A doption of Report. . T>
2 . P a s s e n g e r s , H a r b o r s , a n d  N a v i g a t i o n  S t a t u t e  1 8 6 5  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . Adoption of Report.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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TUESDAY, 5th FEBRUARY, 1878.
T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t it io n .— T he H onorable J .  B alfour presented a P etition  from the Shire Council of E ltham , and under 

the corporate seal thereof, praying th a t the  Tolls B ill may be passed.
Petition  received.
T he P etition  was read a t the T able by the Clerk.

P e t it io n .— The Honorable J .  Balfour presented a similar Petition  from the Heidelberg Shire Council, and 
under the  corporate seal thereof.

Petition  received.
P a p e r s .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, b y command o f  H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 

Council the  following Papers :—
1. Gippsland M ining D istrict— Divisions of.— Order in Council (7 th  January , 1878).
2 . Gippsland M ining D istrict.— Polling Places.-—Order in Council (7 th  January , 1878).
3. Ind ian  Fam ine R elief F und— D espatch respecting initiation of, in M elbourne, from the

R igh t Honorable the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies (29th November, 1877).
4. D eputy M aster of M elbourne M int, appointm ent of.— D espatch (28th November, 1877).
5. A ppointm ent of Sir C. G. Duffy to be K .C .M .G .— D espatch (26 th  November, 1877).
6 . P aris  E xhibition .— Space applied for by V ictoria.— D espatch (29th  November, 1877).
7. L and T ax  A ct.— D espatch (20th December, 1877).
8 . N ew  H ebrides— Proposed occupation of.—D espatch (5 th  December, 1877).
9. Paym ent of M embers.— D espatch (2 0 th  December, 1877).

T he last D espatch was read a t the Table by the Clerk.
Papers ordered severally to lie on the Table.

T el eg r a m  to  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith  am ended  notice, 
moved, T h a t the Honorable the  P resident of the Legislative Council be requested to transm it 
to the  Secretary of S tate  for the Colonies a telegram  to the  following effec t:—

“ Legislative Council prays nothing be done w ith  the Memorandum from Chief Secretary 
to H is Excellency the Governor on subject of legal payments, forwarded in December via  California, 
until opportunity of comment afforded them. Copies asked for by Council, bu t refused by G overnor . ” 1

Debate ensued.
Question— pu t and passed.

A d d r e ss  to H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith 
notice, moved, T h a t an A ddress be presented to H is Excellency the Governor, praying th a t H is 
Excellency will be pleased to forward the accompanying M essage to the Secretary of S tate  by 
telegraph.

Question— pu t and passed.
T h e  Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the following be the Address, viz. :—

To H is  E xcellency S ir  G e o r g e  F e r g u so n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the 
M ost D istinguished  Order o f  S a in t M ichael and  S a in t George, Governor and  
C om m ander-in-C hief in and  over the Colony o f  Victoria and  its Dependencies, 
and  V ice-A dm ira l o f  the same, tyc.

M a y  it  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y :—
W e, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of the  

Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, desire to approach Y our Excellency w ith 
the assurance of our continued loyalty and devotion to H er M ost Gracious M ajesty, and of respect 
to Y our E xcellency as H er M ajesty’s Representative. We pray th a t Y our Excellency will be 
pleased to forw ard to the R igh t Honorable the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies, by cable, the 
following telegram  :—

“ L egislative Council prays nothing be done w ith the Memorandum from Chief Secretary 
to  H is Excellency the Governor on subject of legal payments, forwarded in December via  
California, until opportunity of comment afforded them. Copies asked for by Council, but 
refused by Governor.— W . II . F . M it c h e l l , President of the Legislative Council.”

W e desire to inform Y our Excellency th a t a duplicate of the above telegram will be forwarded 
to the Secretary of S tate by the President of the Council.

Question— put and passed.



T olls B il l .— The Honorable J .  Balfour, in accordance w ith notice, moved, T hat the Tolls Bill be now 
reconsidered in Committee of the whole Council.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair— put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on the next day of 

meeting of the Council.
Ordered.

C ustoms A ct 1857 A m en dm en t  B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the adoption of the Report of the 
Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, That 
the Order of the D ay be discharged w ith a view to the re-committal of the Bill.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T h at the Bill be now re-committed—put and passed.
Question— T h at the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had agreed to the original Bill without any 

amendment.
T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the Report be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
T he President having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable F . T . 
Sargood, was read a third time and passed .

The Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h at the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to amend the Customs 
A c t  1857.1

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T hat a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

P a ssen g e r s , H a r bo rs, a n d  N a v ig a t io n  S t a t u t e  1865 A m en d m en t  B il l .— The Order of the Day for
the adoption of the Report of the Committee of the whole Council on this Bill being read, the
Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T hat the Report be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.

• The President having reported th a t the fair print of the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, 
the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable F . T . Sargood, was read a third time and passed.

T he Honorable F . T . Sargood moved, T h at the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to fu r th e r  amend the 
“ Passengers, H arbors, and N avigation S ta tu te  1865.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h at a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them th a t the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
H ouse at its rising this day adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—-put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t a quarter to seven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 12th 
instant.

NOTICE OF MOTION AND ORDER OF THE DAY.

T u e sd a y , 1 2 th  F e b r u a r y , 1878.

1. T he Hon. D r . D obson : To ask the Postm aster-G eneral w hether the Government have received 
any report from Captain M andeville on the defences of the harbor, and, if  so, whether the Government 
w ill cause a copy of it  to be laid on the Table of this House.

N otice  o f M otion  :—

1. T he Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : To move, T h a t an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, 
praying tha t His Excellency will favor this House w ith a copy of any Instructions he may have 
received from the Secretary of S tate relative to the political state of the colony generally, or in 
anticipation of any political crisis like the present, and of any Despatches from the Secretary of 
State in reply to Despatches from His Excellency on the same subject.

O r d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—  *
1. T olls B il l .— To be further considered in Committee.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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TUESDAY, 1 2 th  FEBRUARY, 1878.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
A d d r e ss to H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G-o v e r n o r— R e p l y  to .— T he President announced to the Council th a t 

he had received from the P rivate  Secretary to H is Excellency the G-overnor the following Reply to  
the A ddress to His Excellency the G overnor adopted by the Council on the 5th in s ta n t :—

M r. P r e s id e n t  a n d  G e n t l e m e n —
I  receive w ith much satisfaction this assurance of your continued loyalty to the  Queen and 

of your respect for myself as H er M ajesty’s Representative.
You are already aware th a t it will always afford me pleasure to carry out, so far as my duty 

may permit, the  wishes of either House of the V ictorian Parliam ent.
In  the  present case, however, seeing th a t your honorable House has directed your President- 

to forward your telegram  himself, my Responsible M inisters advise th a t it is unnecessary to

repeatUl G. F . B O W E N .
G overnm ent Offices,

Melbourne, 9 th February, 1878.
P e t it io n . The Honorable Sir C. Sladen presented a Petition, signed by H . Laurie and others, styling

themselves inhabitants of the W estern Province of Victoria, and praying th a t paym ent of M embers 
of Parliam ent may not be sanctioned unless the voice of the country be clearly expressed in its favor. 

Petition received.
T he Petition  wras read a t the Table by the Clerk.

P a p e r s . — T he Plonorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the
Council the following P a p e r s _ .

1 . Cemetery Sites—N ew  Form  of Crown G ran t for.— Regulation.— Order m  Council (4 th
February, 1878). _

2. L and A ct 1869.— Regulation relating to D uties of D istrict Surveyors Substitutes.— Order
in Council (4 th  February, 1878).

3. Crown G rant— N ew  Form  of—w ith Railw ay conditions.— Order m  Council (4 th  February,

4 . Sandhurst M ining D istrict.— Polling P la c e s— Order in Council (4 th  February, 1878).
5. Races, Dams, &c.-—Regulations for.—Rescission of words in Regulation of 12th A pril,

1869, relating to Licenses for cutting.— Order in Council (21st January , 1878).
Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

P a p e r .— T h e  Honorable II. C uthbert laid on the Table the following Paper
Public Accounts— Regulation respecting Certification of— in Public W orks Departm ent. (10th 

December, 1877.)
Ordered to lie on the Table.

I nstr u c tio n s from  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e — T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, m accordance w ith  notice,, 
moved, T h a t an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying that His Excellency 
w ill favor th is House w ith  a copy of any Instructions he may have received from the Secietaiy 
of S tate relative to the political state of the colony generally, or in anticipation of any political 
crisis like the present, and of any D espatches from the Secretary of S tate in reply to Despatches 
from His Excellency on the same subject.

Debate ensued.

, Th?HoEOTaMe1Sh G S M e n  moved, That a Select Committee be appointed to prepare the Address.

T h ^ ^ o n ^ a b ^ ^ ir^ tifs i'a d en  moved, That the following be the Members of the Select Committee, 
viz a—The Ilonorables J . Balfour, G. F. Belcher, Dr. Dobson, J . Graham, and the Mover.

Question— put and passed.
T he Committee retired to prepare the Address.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen brought up the Address prepared by the Committee.



Tlie Address was read at the Table by the Clerk as hereunder set forth :—

To I l i s  Excellency S ir  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n ,  K night Gra?id Cross o f  the 
M ost D istinguished Order o f  Sa in t M ichael and Sa in t George, Governor and  
Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony o f  Victoria and its Dependencies, 
and Vice-Adm iral o f  the same, §c.

M a t  it  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  :—
W e H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of the 

Leo-islative’ Council of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, desire to approach Your Excellency with 
the°assurance of our continued loyalty and devotion to H er M ost Gracious M ajesty, and of respect 
to Your Excellency as H er M ajesty’s Representative.

W e desire to ask Your Excellency that, if  there be any Despatches or Instructions of any 
kind in Your Excellency’s possession, having reference to the present political state of the colony, or 
which have been communicated to Y our Excellency in anticipation of such a state, Y our Excellency 
will be pleased to present copies of them to the Legislative Council, if  tha t can be done consistently
w ith Y our Excellency’s duty to H er M ajesty the Queen.

A nd we also pray tha t Your Excellency will, under similar conditions, be pleased to present 
to the Council copies of any Despatches from Y our Excellency to H er M ajesty’s Secretary of State 
for the Colonies which may have led in any way to the receipt by Y our Excellency of such Instruc­
tions or Despatches.

The Honorable S ir C. Sladen moved, T hat the Address be now adopted.

T h IT 11 o l^ rab l e ^ i  r } &C^6 S1 a d e n moved, T h a t the Address be transm itted by the President to His 
Excellency the Governor.

Question— put and passed.
T o l l s  B i l l .  T he Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole

Council being read, the President left the Chair.
T he Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed

to the same w ith amendments.
The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T hat the Bill be now re-committed.
Question— put and passed.
Question— T hat the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
T he President left the Chajr. . _  . . , T
The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed

to the same with amendments.
The Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h at the Report of the Committee be now adopted.
Question—put and passed.
The President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified th a t the Bill, as reported, 

was in accordance w ith the Bill as passed through the Committee, the Bill, on the motion of the 
Honorable J .  Balfour, was read a third time and passed.

T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A ct to extend the time fo r  the
Collection o f  certain Tolls.”

Question— put and passed. 7
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting them 

that the Council have agreed to the Bill w ith amendments, and desiring their concurrence therewith.

A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable II . Cuthbert, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, at its rising this day, adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and passed.

T he Council adjourned a t a  quarter to six o’clock until lialf-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 19th 
instant.

N O T I C E  O F  M O T I O N .

T u e s d a y ,  1 9 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 7 8 .

T he Hon. S i r  C. S l a d e n  : To move, T ha t there be laid upon the Table of this House a Return of the 
number of ratepayers in the colony within the following limits, viz. :

The number rated under £25.
The number rated at £25 and under £30.
T he number rated at £30 and under £35.
T he number rated at £35 and under £40.
The number rated at £40 and under £50. 

and th a t such R eturn distinguish between ratepayers who are freeholders, and ratepayers who are
leaseholders.

G. W . R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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TUESDAY, 19th FEBRUARY, 1878.
The Council met in accordance with adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.

A d d r e s s  t o  I I i s  E x c e l l e n c y *  t h e  G o v e r n o r — R e p l y  t o . — The President announced to the Council th a t 
he had received from the P rivate  Secretary to H is Excellency the Governor the following Reply to 
the A ddress to His Excellency adopted by the Council on the 12th in s ta n t :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  G e n t l e m e n —

I  thank  you for this assurance of your continued loyalty to the Queen and respect for myself 
as H er M ajesty’s Representative.

I  have already, in anticipation of your request, presented to Parliam ent, among other 
im portant official communications, the following Despatches from H er M ajesty’ŝ  Secretary o f S tate 
for the Colonies, having reference to the present political affairs of th is colony, viz.

(1.) No. 1 0 0  of 3rd October, 1877—
R especting the R eports of Sir W illiam Jervois and other officers on the Defences of Victoria, 

and stating th a t the Colonial M inister “ A w aits w ith interest the receipt of information as to the 
“ action w hich will be taken upon them  by the Government and Parliam ent of V ictoria.”

(2.) No. 130 of the 2 0 th December, 1877—
A pproving the attitude of strict im partiality ” which X have maintained hithei to, and 

which Y our Honorable House may rest assured th a t I  shall continue to maintain.

(3.) No. 129 of the 20tli December, 1877—
Stating th a t “ the Paym ent of the Members of the V ictorian Parliam ent is a m atter w ith 

“ which the Parliam ent and Governm ent of V ictoria alone have to deal, and which involves no 
“ question calling for the intervention of the Im perial G o v e r n m e n t t h a t  “ the signature of the 
“ Governor of a colony, which has representative iustitutions, to the M essage recommending the 
“ money votes is a formal act, and the responsibilty in the case rests not w ith the Governor but 
“ w ith  the M inisters who advise him and th a t “ it will be your duty not to refuse to follow the 
“  advice of your M inisters should the Estim ates for the service of the coming year contain an item 
“ to provide for the paym ent of the expenses of Members of the Legislature. /

T he substance of this last D espatch had reached me by telegraph in last October. I  am 
desirous to comply w ith your wishes, Mr. P resident and Gentlemen, so far as my duty may permit. I  
shall accordingly present to Parliam ent from time to time, as they arrive, any furthei public 
Despatches of general interest, and particularly any Despatches referring to the subsequent Addresses 
w ith which I  have been favored by Y our Honorable House, and to the Addresses to H er M ajesty 
the  Queen, forwarded by both Houses of Parliam ent.  ̂ . . . .

M y duty will not perm it me to engage to go further in this direction a t present. B u t it 
w ill be a source of great satisfaction to me if I  should hereafter be authoiized to publish my entire 
correspondence w ith the Im perial Government during my adm inistration of the Government of 
V ictoria ; for such publication would remove many misconceptions, and furnish much information of
public interest. „ _  T>fYW"T?iv
G o v e r n m e n t Offices, G . F .  L O W E iS .

M elbourne, 19th February, 1878.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable II. Cuthbert presented to the Council

the following Message from H is Excellency the Governor :

G. F . B O W E N ,
Governor.

T he Governor informs the Legislative Council tha t he has, on this day, a t the Government 
Offices, in accordance w ith the advice of the Honorable the A ttorney-G eneral, given the Royal 
A ssent to the  undermentioned A cts of the present Session, presented to him by the Clerk of the 
Parliam ents in pursuance of the Jo in t Standing Oidei X V , viz. .

1 . “ A n  A c t to am end the Customs A c t  1857.” . . „
2. “  A n  A c t to fu r th e r  am end the Passengers, Harbors, and N aviga tion  s ta tu te  18o5.

G overnment Offices,
Melbourne, 19th February, 1878.



P a p e r .— T he Honorable H . Cutkbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following P a p e r :—

Press M essages in V ictoria— Rates chargeable.— Order in Council (6 th  February, 1878).
Ordered to lie on the Table.

R a t e p a y e r s  in  t h e  C o l o n y .— T he Honorable S ir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith amended notice, moved, 
T hat there be laid upon the Table of this House a R eturn of the number of ratepayers in the colony 
within the following limits, viz. :—

T he number rated at £20  and under £25.
T he number rated at £25 and under £30.
T he number rated a t £30 and under £35.
T he number rated at £35 and under £40.
T he number rated a t £40  and under £50. 

and th a t such R eturn distinguish between ratepayers who are freeholders and ratepayers who are 
leaseholders.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.

A d d r e s s  t o  H e r  M a j e s t y  t h e  Q u e e n . — T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith the leave of the Council, 
moved, w ithout notice, T h a t an Address be presented to H er M ajesty the Queen in reply to the 
Address of the Assembly to H er M ajesty, adopted on the 13th instant.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h at a Select Committee be now appointed to prepare the 

Address.
Question— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the Select Committee consist of the following Members, 

viz The Honorables R . S . Anderson, J .  Cumming, D r. Dobson, N . F itzgerald, F . T. Sargood, 
W . Wilson, and the Mover.

Question— put and passed.
The Committee retired to prepare the Address.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen brought up the Address prepared by the Committee.

A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable W . Wilson, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, that the 
House, at its rising this day, adjourn until W ednesday, 6 th  of M arch.

Question— put and passed.
A d d r e s s  t o  H e r  M a j e s t y  t h e  Q u e e n .— The Address prepared by the Select Committee was read at the 

Table by the Clerk, as follows ::—

TO  T H E  Q U E E N ’S M O ST  E X C E L L E N T  M A JE S T Y .
M o st  G r a c io u s  S o v e r e ig n  :

We, Your M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in 
Parliam ent assembled, beg to approach Y our M ajesty w ith expressions of our loyalty and attachment 
to Y our M ajesty’s Throne and Person.

W e regret being compelled to supplement our Address to Your M ajesty, of the 23rd January 
last, and again to approach the Throne and to beseech Your M ajesty to allow us to be heard in 
correction of statem ents contained in an Address to Y our M ost Gracious M ajesty as adopted by the 
Legislative Assembly of this Colony on the 13th of this month.

One of the charges against the Council in th a t A ddress is, th a t they have claimed to exercise 
a control over the public expenditure “ which has not been possessed or claimed by the House of 
Lords w ithin the memory of living man.”

I f  it be meant that, in throw ing out the annual A ppropriation B ill on four several occasions, 
the Council have claimed “ to exercise a control over the public expenditure,” the statement 
unqualified and unexplained has ju st enough tru th  in it for its  su p p o rt: B u t we desire most 
respectfully to assure Y our M ajesty th a t on each of those occasions the necessity of rejecting the 
Appropriation Bill was imposed upon the Council as the only means in our power of asserting and 
maintaining our independence as one of the branches of the Legislature, against the attempts made 
to coerce us to pass measures under cover of tha t Bill, w hich we conceived ought to have been
placed before us in such a manner as to allow of our giving effect to our deliberate judgment
concerning them.

T he occasions alluded to w ere—
(i.) W hen a Bill for imposing Duties of Customs was tacked to the annual Appropriation 

B ill in 1865.
( ii.)  W hen a grant to Lady D arling of £20,000 was tacked to the  annual Appropriation 

B ill in the first Session of 1867.
(in .)  W hen a grant to Lady D arling of £20,000 was tacked to the annual Appropriation

B ill in the second Session of 1867.
(iv .) When an item for Paym ent of M embers was tacked to the annual Appropriation 

Bill for 1877-8.
There have been nineteen A dm inistrations in this colony since the introduction of Respon­

sible Government, and only under one of these, until the present period, has the “ harmonious 
w orking” of the Constitution been m aterially disturbed. In  each instance the disturbance was 
owing to an attem pt by the Governm ent of the day to deprive us of our constitutional rights.

W e assure Your M ajesty th a t we have never attem pted to exercise control over the public 
expenditure as is charged against us, and we challenge proof of the charge ; bu t we have considered 
it our duty to uphold our righ t to a voice in all m atters of public policy.

W hether the Council, under the V ictorian Constitution (w hich, we conceive, embodies the 
conditions of the political existence of V ictoria as a self-governing colony), have the same oi ^ 10J'e 
or less power than  the House of Lords, we contend that we have always acted w ithin the limits of the 
Constitution, and we trust we shall ever be loyal to it.



T he circumstances surrounding the laying aside of the A ppropriation Bill were fully set forth 
in one of the Appendices to the A ddress which was adopted by the Council, on the 23rd of January  
last, for presentation to Y our M ajesty.

T he A dyisers of Y our M ajesty’s R epresentative were well aware th a t we had given a 
reluctant assent to the A ct for P aym ent of Members of Parliam ent now in operation, but limited 
in its duration to this session, as an experim ent and not as an A ct of settled policy. T hey 
were further informed of our claim to have the same opportunity as theretofore of exercising our 
unfettered judgm ent w ith regard to the propriety of continuing th a t Act, when a question was asked 
of the M inister conducting the G overnm ent business in the Council, in his place in the Council, of the 
intention of the Governm ent in relation to i t ; and again when an A ddress on the same subject was 
presented by us to H is Excellency the G overnor in November la s t; and we are justified in saying 
th a t they  would not be able to deny th a t the vote of £18,025 taken in the Committee of Supply, 
am ongst the votes for the services of the year, was intended to deprive us of our legitim ate rig h t to 
have a voice in determ ining the policy involved in it.

W e desire to assure Y our M ajesty, th a t “ the rejection of the Appropriation B i l l” was not 
“ because one item among m any hundreds was objected to,” but because we were denied the oppor­
tun ity  of giving expression to our opinion upon the wisdom of the policy involved in th a t item as 
we claim we ought to have had, and as we had alw ays previously had in relation to the same ques­
tion. Besides, we have alw ays considered the practice of the Im perial Parliam ent, which we are 
accused of disregarding, opposed to the insertion in the annual A ppropriation B ill of any m atter 
w hich it was know n the Lords had reasonable grounds for w ishing to consider in a separate Bill.

T he F o rts  and A rm am ents B ill was not laid aside because it had a Free-gil't Pream ble, but 
principally because of the extraordinary nature of the Pream ble (unprecedented in this colony), 
w hereby the A ssem bly asserted for itself the sole righ t of determ ining the necessity and sufficiency 
of the means existing for the defence of V ictoria, and because the R eport of Sir W illiam Jervo is 
embodied in th a t B ill had not been subm itted to the Council for their concurrence and approval, as 
they contend it should have been, and had not been laid on the Council Table. T he Pream ble, it is 
stated, was copied from an Im perial S ta tu te  on the kindred subject of N ational Defences ; but, 
w hether or not a F ree-g ift Pream ble should in any case under the V ictorian Constitution have a 
place in B ills dealing w ith  the Consolidated Revenue, there is certainly no justification for taking 
as a precedent a Pream ble w hich w as introduced for the first time by the House of Commons in 
1860, whereas, under the  V ictorian Constitution, “ the rules, forms, and usages of the  Im perial 
P arliam ent,” as they existed previously to and in the  year 1855, are alone to be followed where 
applicable. W e regretted  exceedingly th a t we felt compelled to throw  out th a t Bill, as we have 
always been, and are still, most anxious to concur in the expenditure therein proposed ; bu t this 
B ill was subm itted in such a form as rendered it  impossible for us to assent to it w ithout a t the same 
time establishing a precedent by w hich the  Assem bly would in future insist th a t we had waived our 
rig h t to be consulted on the necessity for the expenditure of the  revenue for such purposes.

W e nuaintain th a t we are not amenable to the charges made by the  Assem bly th a t “ the 
Session w hich should have been fru itfu l in legislative results has been rendered comparatively 
barren by obstruction from a Cham ber whose ready co-operation and assistance the country had a 
righ t to expect.”

O f the principal measures subm itted this session, the  m ost im portant— such as the  Land T ax  
A ct, Customs D uties A ct, M ining S ta tu te  A m endm ent A ct, D rainage of Mines A ct, a Railw ay 
Construction A ct, and several others—have had the concurrence of the Council and been passed. 
T w o Bills for constructing tw o lines of Railw ay are now the subject of a Conference between the 
two Houses. T he Supreme Court Jud ica tu re  B ill— a very im portant measure of reform— was 
originated and passed by the Council, bu t has received no attention in the Assem bly. T he Mining 
on P riva te  P roperty  B ill, after a sifting enquiry before a Select Committee of the Council, was 
returned to the Assem bly, w ith am endm ents; bu t these amendments have not even been considered 
by the Assembly.

T he  Tolls B ill has been passed by the Council w ith  slight amendments, and yet the Assembly 
have declined to proceed w ith  it.

O ther im portant Bills of the Session, such as the F o rts  and A rm am ents B ill, the Paym ent 
of M embers B ill, and the annual A ppropriation Bill, were disposed of in the  m anner before 
mentioned, it having been impossible for us to consider them  upon their merits in consequence of 
the form in w hich they were subm itted.

O ut of 56 Bills in itiated  in the Assem bly only three in addition to those above specially 
alluded to w ere rejected by us, v iz .;—

1. T he E xh ib ition  B ill for authorizing the expenditure of £100,000 in the erection of a
perm anent E xhib ition  B uilding in one of the public gardens of the  City of
M elbourne.

2. A  Bill to enable the  G overnm ent to borrow a sum of money from the Railw ay Loan
Construction Fund, for other purposes than  those set forth in the Loan A ct.

3. A  Bill for the  A bolition of Dower, introduced by a private Member of the Assembly.
I t  is not against the  Council, therefore, th a t the charge can tru thfully  be made th a t the 

session is barren of results ; nay, more, we confidently assure Y our M ajesty th a t we have endeavoured 
throughout the session to give our ready co-operation and assistance to all the business tha t was 
brought before us, in a  disinterested manner, and w ith  a just sense of its importance, having the one 
desire only to protect and support the perm anent interests and welfare of the cou n try ; and we 
respectfully subm it th a t the action of the Council therefore, during the present session, is not 
amenable to the  charge of “ obstructiveness ” which has been so persistently urged against us on 
other occasions and w ith no more foundation than  in the present instance.

I t  is evident from portions of the A ddress of the Assembly to Y our M ajesty tha t, 
underlying all their argum ents in favor of constitutional action, there lurks the desire to ignore or to 
get rid  of the second Chamber, and th a t there exists the im patient feeling th a t the Constitution Act. 
m ust be altered where it does not countenance the unlimited control by the Assembly of every



measure of public policy by which the expenditure of the Consolidated Revenue is in any wav 
affected.

T he expression by the Assembly of their intention, “ in view of the serious piiblic inconvenience 
caused by repeated rejections of the A nnual A ppropriation B ill by the Legislative Council,” to 
consider “ all votes or grants passed in Committee of Supply as legally available for expenditure 
immediately such resolutions are agreed to by the Legislative Assem bly,’ is in open defiance of both 
the Constitution A ct and the A udit A ct.

T his determination is arrived at in apparent forgetfulness tha t loyalty to Your M ajesty’s 
Throne and Person should combine w ith it loyalty to the V ictorian Constitution as conferred upon 
this portion of Y our M ajesty’s dominions by the Im perial Parliam ent w ith Your M ajesty’s sanction, 
and in apparent forgetfulness that the rejection of the A ppropriation Bill in this Session, and of 
similar Bills on three previous occasions, has been due to th a t B ill having been used contrary to the 
Constitution A ct as well as to the usage and practice of the Im perial Parliam ent, as a lever to force 
the Council to give their sanction to a question of policy, w hether we approved of it or not.

W hatever view the Council may hold w ith regard to the merits of the all-absorbing question 
of the day—Paym ent of Members— we desire to represent to Your M ajesty th a t during this Session 
we have not had the opportunity afforded us of considering th a t question on its merits, and of 
expressing our deliberate judgm ent upon it.

On former occasions, when we have concurred in passing Bills m aking a special appropriation 
for paym ent of Members, we have treated them  as experim ental legislation. W e laid aside the 
A ppropriation Bill because our independence as a branch of the Legislature was threatened by 
the coercive measures resorted to by the Advisers of Y our M ajesty’s Representative, when they 
advised I lis  Excellency to transm it two separate M essages to the Assembly, each recommending an 
appropriation out of the Consolidated Revenue “ for reim bursing Members their expenses in relation 
to their attendance in Parliam ent ” ; and because these tw o M essages were made use of in the 
Assem bly a t the same time, the one to pass a vote in the Committee of Supply for Payment 
of Members, for the remainder of the financial year after the end of the session, amongst votes 
for the ordinary services of the year ; the other for m aking a special appropriation for such 
reim bursem ent during the remainder of the present Parliam ent ; and it should be remembered 
th a t this second appropriation for the same object was initiated irrespectively of and after the first- 
named vote had been taken in the Committee of Supply, and reported to the  Assembly, ready for 
insertion, w ith the other votes, in the  A nnual A ppropriation Bill.

W e desire to inform Y our M ajesty th a t in October 1865, we invited the Assembly to 
concur w ith  us in an A ddress to Y our M ajesty, praying th a t Y our M ajesty would graciously allow 
the differences then existing between the two Houses relating to the interpretation of the Con­
stitution A ct to be referred to the Judicia l Committee of the P rivy  Council, bu t the Assembly 
considered such reference inexpedient.

W e further inform Y our M ajesty tha t, during the present session, we have again intimated 
in one of our M essages to the Assem bly our willingness to submit our differences as to the construc­
tion of the Constitution A ct to the judgm ent of the Jud ic ia l Committee, bu t w ithout receiving any 
response. W e believe th a t we have never exercised or claimed any power, rights, or privileges 
which have not been conferred upon us' by th a t S tatute, and as the Assembly have not thought it 
expedient to adopt the course proposed by us, it is fair to conclude th a t they are persuaded that the 
construction contended for by us would be supported by the highest Court of A ppeal available to us 
in Y our M ajesty’s dominions, and th a t they, therefore, prefer to go behind the Constitution Act, and 
to rely upon w hat they state were the intentions of the originators of it, although the only safe and 
certain way of ascertaining w hat those intentions were, is the result of their deliberations as embodied 
in the A ct passed by them ; and more particularly so in the present instance as the Bill for a New 
Constitution sent home by the original Legislative Council of this colony for the sanction of Tour 
M ajesty and the Im perial Parliam ent, was m aterially altered by the Im perial Parliam ent before 
it  was adopted as a schedule to an A ct of that Parliam ent.

Besides the unfounded charge made against the  Council of exercising an unwarrantable 
control over the Public Expenditure, a still more serious charge, and w ith no more tru th  to support 
it, is laid against the Council, when it is stated tha t the owners of great estates and the tenants of 
great territories leased from the Crown, who have always predominated in the Council Chamber, 
have throw n out measures sometimes w ithout debate or explanation, because those measures did not 
subserve their class interests. W e indignantly deny the aspersion cast upon us, and we deliberately 
declare th a t if class interests have been specially cultivated in the V ictorian Parliam ent the Council 
is not amenable to th a t charge, as the Legislation on the S tatu te  Book will clearly demonstrate.

In  reply to the allegation in the A ddress of the Assembly to Your M ajesty, tha t an agree­
ment was arrived at more than  ten years ago, “ to the effect, th a t the practice of the Lords and 
Commons respectively should be observed by the two Chambers in this colony as to all subjects of 
A id  and Supply,” we beg to inform Y our M ajesty th a t the proposed agreement was never perfected 
by either branch of the Legislature, and would not in the slightest degree have obviated the existing 
differences if it had been.

W e confidently assert th a t we have always acted in obedience to the 34th section of the 
Constitution A ct, w hich makes the practice of the Im perial Parliam ent “ so far as the same may be 
applicable,” binding upon both the Council and the Assembly. A nd we believe also, th a t we have 
carried out the spirit of the alleged inchoate agreement, so far as it is consistent w ith tha t Act. 
A nd, we feel bound to add, th a t if the Assem bly also had been as careful to observe that 
agreement, the  disturbing element which has led to the rejection of the A ppropriation Bill would 
not have been obtruded by th a t Chamber.

W e conceive it to be an act of duty we owe to Your M ajesty, to the Constitution, and to the 
Colony, to protest, as we do hereby m ost respectfully protest, against the mode by which the 
Assembly propose to expend revenue upon their own votes and resolutions only, w ithout the sanction 
of the Council. A nd we most hum bly beseech Y our M ajesty to regard w ith Y our M ajesty s 
Royal favour the protest we hereby record against any violation of the S tatu te  Law  of the Colom,



which requires th a t before any expenditure of revenue can he lawfully made there must he the 
authority  of an A ct of the Legislature of V ictoria to w arrant it.

W e therefore hum bly and earnestly pray th a t Your M ajesty will take  the circumstances 
into Y our M ajesty’s serious consideration, and will give such instructions concerning them  as 
Y our M ajesty shall th ink fit.

T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T hat, in the six th  paragraph, the words “ as we though t,” be 
inserted after the  words “  deprive us.”

Question— T h a t the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put and passed.
T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the word u ready ” be struck out of the last line but one of 

the tw enty-th ird  paragraph.
Question— pu t and passed.
T he  Honorable S ir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the Address, as amended, be now adopted.
Question^—put and passed.

A d d r e s s  t o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t a n  Address 
be presented to H is E xcellency the Governor requesting H is Excellency to transm it the accom­
panying A ddress to H er M ajesty  the Queen by the mail leaving M elbourne on Thursday next.

Question— put and passed.

T he  Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the following bo the A ddress to H is Excellency :—

To H is  E xcellency S ir  G e o r g e  F e r g u s o n  B o w e n ,  K n ig h t G rand Cross o f  the 
M ost D istingu ished  Order o f  S a in t M ichael and  S a in t George, Governor and  
C om m ander-in-C hief in  and  over the Colony o f  Victoria and  its D ependencies, 
and  V ice-A dm iral o f  the same, fyc.

M a y  i t  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y :—

W e, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the  Members of the  
Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliam ent assembled, beg to approach Y our Excellency w ith 
our expressions of respect for Y our Excellency as holding the exalted position of H er M ajesty s 
Representative.

W e pray th a t Your Excellency will be pleased to transm it the accompanying Address, 
adopted by the  Council th is day, to H er M ajesty’s Secretary of S tate for the Colonies for presentation 
to H er M ajesty.

Question— put a n d  p a sse d .

A d j o u r n m e n t .— T h e Council adjourned a t a quarter past seven o’clock until half-past four o clock on 
W ednesday, the  6 th  proximo.

G. W . R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council an d  Clerk o f  the P arliam ents .





No. 66.

:S i  iiuttes of the fjtm edhtgii
O F  T H K

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

W EDNESDAY, 6 t h  MARCH, 1878.

The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

P e t i t i o n . — T he Honorable W. Campbell presented a Petition  signed by E . Bucknell and others, styling 
them selves residents a t Deep Creek and M ajorca, praying th a t the Council will m aintain its position 
in the existing crisis.

Petition  received.
T he Petition  was read at the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n . — T he Honorable F . T . Sargood presented a similar Petition, signed by D . Moore and others, 
styling them selves Barristers, M erchants, Traders, M anufacturers, and others, resident in and around 
M elbourne.

P etition  received.
T h e  P etition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n s .  T he  Honorable R. S. Anderson presented similar Petitions on the same subject from Bright,
from Beech w orth, from W aligunyah and Rutherglen, and from Rush worth.

Petitions received.

P e t i t i o n .  T he  Honorable A . F raser presented a similar Petition  from Kyneton.
Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n s .  T he Honorable W. H ighett presented similar Petitions from A lexandra and from Yackan-
dandah.

Petitions received.

P e t i t i o n .  T he  Honorable Sir S. Wilson presented a similar Petition  from Mortlake, Terang, and Glenor-
miston,

P etition  received.

P e t i t i o n s .  T he  Honorable R . Simson presented similar Petitions from W arrnambool and from Derrinallum.

Petitions received.

P e t i t i o n s — T he Honorable C. J .  Jenner presented similar Petitions from Colac and from Eger ton.
Petitions received.

P e t i t i o n . — T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a similar Petition  from Nunawading.

P etition  received.
P e t i t i o n s .  T he Honorable G. F . Belcher presented similar Petitions from Geelong and from Lismore,

Inverleigh, and Teesdale.
Petitions received.

P e t i t i o n s  T he  H onorable J .  A . W allace presented similar Petitions from Chiltern and B arnaw artha,
from W alhalla, from Maffra, and from M itta M itta and Snowy Creek.

Petitions received.



P e t i t i o n s . — The Honorable J .  P . Bear presented similar Petitions from Lancelield and Romsey, from 
Heidelberg, from W yndham, from Dromana, from M urchison, Mooroopna, Whroo, and Nagambie, 
and from Bacchus M arsh.

Petitions received.
P e t i t i o n s . — The Honorable W. Campbell presented similar Petitions from W edderburn, from M cIntyre, 

and from M aryborough.
Petitions received.

P e t i t i o n . — T he Honorable F . Robertson presented a similar Petition from Kangaroo F lat.
Petition received.

P e t i t i o n s . — The Honorable S ir C. Slndcn presented similar Petitions from Belfast, and from inhabitants 
of the W estern Province.

Petitions received.
P a p e r s .— T he H onorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the

Council the f o l lo w in g  Papers :—
1. Sanatory S tation.— R eport of Chief M edical Officer for Y ear ending 31st December, 1877.
2. M ining Surveyors and R egistrars— Reports of, for Q uarter ending 31st December, 1877.
3. Philadelphia E xhibition.— D espatch from the R igh t Honorable the Secretary of State on

Report of Commissioners (29th December, 1877).
4 . B allarat Juven ile  Industrial E xhib ition— D espatch from the R ight Honorable the Secretary

of S tate concerning (15th January , 1878).
5. Indian Fam ine Relief F und— Despatch from the R ight Honorable the Secretary of State

concerning (26th December, 1877).
Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable II. C uthbert presented to the Council 
the following M essage from H is E xcellency the Governor :

G. F . B O W E N ,
Governor.

T he Governor informs the Legislative Council, w ith reference to their Address of the 22nd 
January , and to his reply of the 24th Jan u ary  ultimo, th a t the  Secretary of S tate for the Colonies 
has acknowledged, by telegraph, the receipt of the Memorandum of the Chief Secictaiy  of the 31st 
December ultimo, referred to by the Legislative Council.

Consequently the Governor has directed th a t copies of tha t M emorandum shall be piesented
to both Houses of Parliam ent.

T he -Secretary of S tate has further acknowledged, w ithoutcom m ent, the -receipt of a telegram 
from the President of the Legislative Council.
Governm ent Offices,

Melbourne, 5 th M arch, 1878.

M em orandum  by the Honorable the C h ie f Secretary .
(T ransm itted  to the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies on 31st December, 1877.)

Presented to both Houses of Parliam ent by H is E xcellency 's command.

M E M O R A N D U M  F O R  I I IS  E X C E L L E N C Y  T H E  G O V E R N O R ,
Your Excellency’s Advisers consider it  desirable at the present juncture  to request the attention of 

Your Excellency to the g’rave circumstances surrounding- public affairs, now th a t the Legislative Council 
has added the Annual Appropriation Bill to the long list of measures rejected during this Session. This 
course is the more necessary, inasmuch as Your Excellency may consider your action fettered^ by despatches 
from former Secretaries of State to your predecessors, or to the Governors of neighbouring colonies m
somewhat analogous circumstances.

Ministers have no desire to appeal to the Im perial authorities under existing- circumstances foi such 
interference of the Im perial Parliam ent as was shadowed forth by Viscount Cardwell in the concluding 
paragraph of his Despatch of January  26th, 1866 ; but M inisters are anxious th a t Y our Excellency should 
have the earliest intim ation of their own views w ith respect to the course which in their opinion should be 
adopted, not only to alleviate the inconvenience and suffering which the total stoppage of Supplies is ceitain 
to create, bu t to vindicate Responsible Government, and sustain the true dignity  of the Crown in this 
colony. Your Excellency’s Advisers have had under their serious consideration Viscount Cardwells 
Despatches to Sir Charles D arling in 1865-6, especially those of October 26th, 1865, and January  ~hth, 
1866, and also those of Earl Granville to the Earl of Bclmore, when Governor of New South Wales, dated 
June 16th, 1869, and January  7th, 1870 ; all of which have been published in these colonies. In  these 
State-papers i t  appears to be laid down, w ith respect to the issue of public money, th a t the Governoi 
must personally, and independently of the advice of his M inisters and of the colonial^ Law Officers of the 
Crown, ascertain (1) w hat the statu te law is, and (2) w hat is the proper interpretation of it. No public 
money can be issued w ithout his W arran t, and the serious and critical duty which the despatches enjoin is 
imposed upon him personally of ascertaining and deciding when he can legally sign such W arrants.

Form er M inistries in Victoria and in New South W ales have declared the position thus imposed on the 
Governor by the instructions of Viscount Cardwell and E arl Granville to be incompatible w ith the princip es 
of Responsible Government established in these colonies. V our Advisers now contend, and respectfu y 
subm it for your consideration, th a t in all cases whatsoever, where no Im perial interest is concerned, wit 
reference to a duty imposed on the Governor, the term u Governor ” m ust constitutionally mean 
a Governor in Council” ; this interpretation, which is prescribed by an A ct of the Colonial Parliam ent, 
relieving the representative of the Crown of all personal responsibility. . . ,

Earl Granville intim ated on January  7 th, 1870, th a t the Governor would be relieved from all peisona 
responsibility, and tha t he m ight in cases of emergency sign W arrants for the issue of public money, thoug^ 
w ithout the previous sanction of statute law, provided that there was sufficient evidence th a t the Legislatuie 
desired, him to adopt that course at the instance of his Responsible Advisers.- .Ministers believe that, a gieat



emergency, far more critical than any foreseen by E arl Qrariville, has now arisen in Victoria. The Legislative 
Council has rejected, on merely technical grounds of privilege, the General Appropriation Bill of the year 
containing among othei items, £100 ,000  for Defehco purposes 5 having' previously rejected the Defences 
Bill, providing* £380,000 for the forts and other arm am ents recommended by Sir W illiam Jervois. Supply 
will be totally exhausted early in M arch next, when the Local Forces, the Police, the Gaols, and the o ther 
public services, can no longer be paid and m aintained, except in the mode subm itted to Y our Excellency in 
this M emoiandum , nor, if a Russian squadron should appear in the Bay, can Your Excellency, under the 
existing instructions, sign W arrants for providing- ships’ crews, torpedoes, ammunition, or other means of 
defence against it. I t  is manifest also, th a t early in M arch, the iron-clad turret-ship “ Cerberus ” m ust be 
paid o ft;— the only effective defence th e 'co lo n y  possesses a t the present time ;— and which has recently 
elicited the approval of Commodore Hoskins, and other com petent Im perial Officers, for complete efficiency.

M inisters would further rem ind Your Excellency tha t this im pending state of paralysed defence 
against a foieign foe, and of internal anarchy w ith respect to the. operations of Government, is no t 
caused by any financial embarrassment. The Treasury is fu ll ; the public revenue this y e a /  exceeds 
Four and a half millions s te r lin g ;— l o u r  Excellency, as the representative of the Crown, has duly asked 
for all necessary Supplies, both for resisting possible foreign aggression, and for the proper and efficient 
carrying 011 of the peaceful governm ent of the colony; and the Legislative Assembly, with prom ptitude and 
liberality, have granted all the Supplies asked for on behalf of the Crown. Thus" the financial Chamber, 
fresh from a general election, led by 1  our Excellency’s Advisers, has, by overwhelming majorities, granted 
and appropriated all the Supplies necessary; bu t the Chamber which cannot by law appropriate any portion 
of the public revenue, nor make the most trivial alteration in a Supply or A ppropriation Bill, has recklessly, 
and M inisters submit, unconstitutionally, rejected the A ppropriation 'B ill of the year, which is essential to 
clothe w ith the sanction of law the grants of the Assembly.

Your Excellency’s, Advisers m ust now- solicit your attention to the fact tha t, up to the year 1862, 
the custom of this country was to apply public money to the services of the year, on the report of the 
Committee of Supply to the Assembly, w ithout w aiting for other legislative authorit}r whatever. In  th a t 
v^ear the practice of sending up Supply Bills to the Legislative Council was commenced w ithout anv 
alteration o f ,the law, and has since been continued as a m atter of public convenience. Therefore, under 
the same law as exists now, former Governors habitually  signed W arrants for the issue of public money, 
although the Council had not sanctioned the expenditure. " M inisters would further point out th a t the 
form of Supply Bill which superseded the custom above alluded to, contained a clause appropriating’ the 
amount so voted to any purpose the Legislative Assembly m ight determ ine in the then Session of 
Parliam ent, w hether voted before or after the passing of the said -Bill. M inisters subm it tha t, notw ith­
standing the change in usage above referred to, the Assembly never abandoned its inherent rig h t to occupy 
in Victoria the exact position of the House of Commons in England, with respect to Taxation and. 
Appropriation. -

l o u r  Excellency’s Advisers desire to fix your attention upon the fact, th a t by simplv recurring  to 
the former practice, the state of anarchy and confusion consequent on the stoppage of Supply by the 
Council, can be effectively and constitutionally avoided. U nder these circum stances/the time may not be 
distant when Y our Excellency may be asked by Address from the Legislative Assembly, to make (in 
accordance w ith former practice) legally available on the advice of your Ministers, the Supplies which thev 
(the Assembly) have cheerfully and liberally granted.

Your Excellency will note th a t the remedy your Advisers suggest, for a serious and alarming- se e  enclosures 

public dang-er, is not to suspend any laws, or to have recourse to new and unprecedented devices, but herewlttL 
simply to revive the original and constitutional practice w ith respect to Public Expenditure.

Your Advisers refrain on the present occasion from alluding to other m atters connected with the 
present very critical and dangerous position of public affairs, because this question of Supply is of extreme 
urgency; and because they do not desire to complicate the simple issue of signing the necessary W arrants 
with other questions of g rea t although no t of such pressing importance.

I t  will be remembered, moreover, th a t this question of Supply is of grave Im perial as well as 
Colonial in terest; and seriously affects the righ ts of B ritish subjects resident in the U nited Kingdom, a? 
well as in Victoria. F or a large portion of the mercantile shipping, and other valuable property in the 
port of Melbourne, belongs to B ritish subjects domiciled in E ngland, and would be exposed to destruction 
or to grievous damag-e, in the event of foreign attack  or of internal anarchy ;— against neither of which 
disastrous contingencies can any provision be made, if  Supplies continue to be stopped through the action 
of the Legislative Council.

In  conclusion, the point on which M inisters request a decision is, briefly, th i s :—
If, wdien both Houses of Parliam ent meet after the Christmas recess, the Legislative Council should 

again refuse to pass a general Appropriation Bill, or a special Bill g ran ting  Supplies for the rem ainder of the 
financial year, Ministers subm it th a t Your Excellency will be justified, on receiving an Address from the 
Legislative Assembly praying you so to do, to revert to the practice in force here up to 1862, and to sign on 
the advice and responsibility of M inisters (including the colonial Law Officers of the Crown) the W arrants 
required by law for the issuing from the Treasury the public money voted and appropriated by the Assemblv 
tor the m aintenance of the Public Service, and also for the Forts and other Defence W orks recommended 
by Sir W. Jervois.

(Signed) * G RA H A M  B E R R Y .
The Treasury,

Melbourne, 31st December, 1877.

E n c l o su r e  in  M in is t e r ia l  M em o r a n d u m  of  3 1 s t  D e c em i/ ' r , 1 8 7 7 .

W ith  reference to the statem ents made and the question subm itted in the Ministerial Memorandum of 
31st December, 1877, there is noiv annexed for Y our Excellency’s inform ation—

(1) A  case prepared by the Commissioners of A udit for the opinion of the Law Officers of the
Crown.

(2) The Opinion thereon of Mr. Howard Fellows, then Solicitor-General of Victoria, and now
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of this colony:



(1.)
Case f o r  Opinion.

The A udit A ct 21 Vic. No. 24 provides (clauses 17, 18 and 19) tha t no moneys shall after the 
1st January  next he issued from the Treasury until the Commissioners of A udit or two of them shall have 
countersigned a W arrant addressed to the Treasurer.

Before signing the W arrant, the Commissioners are to ascertain th a t the sums included in it are 
legally available"for, and applicable to the service or purpose m entioned; they cannot sign unless such be 
the case ; and w ithout their signature the moneys may not be issued. No moneys therefore are to be issued 
from the Treasurer until the same are legally available.

The question arises whether the words “  legally available ” imply, as would seem to be the case, that 
the Appropriation Act m ust have passed both Houses and have become law ; or whether, on the ground of 
custom and precedent, the Resolutions of the Assembly, duly agreed to by the House, but without the consent 
of the other branches of the Legislature, may be considered as m aking the money “ legally available ” for 
issue.

18th December, 1857.

(2.)
Opinion o f  the Solicitor- General ( M r. H ow ard Fellows) .

I  think th a t Resolutions of a Committee of Supply, reported to, and adopted by the House, make the 
amount “ legally available.” In  point of fact votes of credit were passed and monies issued on them during 
1857, when changes of Ministers took place, and which have never been questioned. I t  is moreover in 
accordance with the practice of the House of Commons.

(Signed) THO. H O W A R D  FELLOW S,
11 Jany ., 1858.

The then A ttorney-General of Victoria (M r. Chapman, afterwards a Judge of the Supreme Court of 
New Zealand) concurred in the above opinion of Mr. Fellow s; so did the other leading lawyers of that day; 
and so do the present Law Officers of the Crown in Victoria.

(Signed) G RA H A M  BERRY,
Premier.

N .B .— The subjoined additional Opinions were subsequently transm itted :—
O p i n i o n  o f  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  t h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l .

I  have read the “ enclosure in the M inisterial Memorandum of 31st December, 1877,” and I  concur 
with the opinion of Mr. Fellows,— then Solicitor-General,— dated 11th January, 1858, “  th a t Resolutions of 
“  the Committee of Supply, reported to and adopted by the House, make the amount legally available.”

T hat opinion was" subsequently affirmed by those of Mr. Chapman, Attorney-General, dated 7th 
January  and 21st March, 1859 ; also by the jo in t opinion of Messrs. H iginbotham , Attorney-General, and 
Mickle,-' Q.C., Minister of Justice, dated 22nd September, 1865.

I have annexed hereto Parliam entary Papers bearing on the- question, and containing the opinions 
referred to in full, by which it will be seen tha t the subject has been so exhaustively considered that no room 
is left for any new ligh t to be thrown on it  by me.

J R O B ER T L E  P O E R  T R E N C H ,
Crown Law Offices, • Attorney-General.

24th January, 1878.
4 A u d it  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,— Return to an Order of the Legislative Assem bly dated October 12,1865,—See Parliamentary Papers 1864-5.

(Copy.)

O p i n i o n  o f  M e s s r s . H i g i n b o t h a m  a n d  M i c h i e ,

Crown Law Offices, 22nd September, 1865.

B ep ly  o f  the A tto rn ey  and Solicitor General to a Memo, fr o m  S ir  C. D arling.

The above opinion is independent of, and does not dispose of the question, as to whether moneys to 
the credit of the public account are legally available to satisfy votes of the Assembly prior to the passing of 
an Appropriation Act.

W e are of opinion tha t such moneys are u legally available,” and they were always so treated until 
the A udit Commissioners, some time back, expressed an opinion th a t such votes should receive, before being 
acted upon, the sanction of the entire L eg is la tu re ; since which opinion of the Commissioners the practice 
has been (bu t unnecessarily, as we think) to refrain from acting on these votes, until the Appropriation Act 
confirming them was passed,

(Signed)
GEO. H IG IN B O TH A M , 
A R C H D . M IC H IE .

P r i n t i n g  o f  M e m o r a n d u m .— T he Honorable H . C utkbert moved, T h a t the Memorandum be printed with 
the Message.

Question—put and passed.
A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable PI. Cutkbert, w ith leave of the Council moved, w ithout notice, That the 

House, at its rising this day, adjourn until Thursday, the 14th instant.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at ten minutes past five o'clock until half-past four o'clock on I lmrsday, the 14th 
instant.



N O T I C E S  O F  M O T I O N .

T h u r s d a y , 1 4 t h  M a r c h , 1 8 78 .

1? The Hon. J .  P. B e a r  : To ask the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral whether there is any truth in 
statem ents made by the public press that steps have been taken by the Government for constructing 
any portion of the projected line of Railway between Oakleigh and Melbourne, known as the 'd irect 
lin e ; w hether any land has been purchased, or contracts, or agreements entered into by the 
Government w ith any person or persons for the purchase of any land on the above projected line of 
railway.

2. The Hon. »T. B a l f o u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the statements
made in the press that the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith the Tolls Bill, which was 
originated in the Assem bly and assented to by this House w ith only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the present, crisis was over ; and to ask if such statements are in accordance w ith fact.

3. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : T o call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the numerous
so called A rt Unions advertised as under th e  sanction o( the A ttorney-G eneral ; and to ask it he 
will w ithdraw  his sanction from all such as are not bona fid e  for the promotion of art.

N o t i c e s  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. Sir C . S l a d e n  : To move, T h a t a, further Return be laid on the Table to supplement the Return
ordered on the 19th February, showing the number of ratepayers rated a t £50 and under £100, 
£100 and under £150, £150 and under £200, £200 and under £250, £250 and under £300, £300 
and under £350, £350  and under £400, £400 and upwards.

2. The Hon. Sir C . S l a d e n  : To move, T h a t an Address be presented to H is Excellency Sir G. F . Bowen,
submitting the views of the Legislative Council on the Memo, of the C hief Secretary, addressed to 
H is Excellency, on the subject of m aking payments legal on the votes of the Legislative Assembly, 
and requesting H is Excellency to forward a copy of such Address to H er M ajesty’s Secretary of 
S tate for the Colonies.

G, W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.





No. 67.

O P  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 14t h  MARCH, 1878.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the C hair.

The President read the P rayer.

P e t it io n .— T he Honorable A . F raser presented a Petition , signed by J .  Edw ards and others, styling 
themselves residents in and around Clunes, and praying th a t the  Council will maintain its position 
w ith  regard to Paym ent of Members of Parliam ent.

Petition  received.
The P etition  was read a t the Table by the Clerk.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable W. Campbell presented a similar Petition  from Rupanyup (W immera).
Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable Sir S. W ilson presented a similar Petition  from Camperdown.
P etition  received.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable J .  P . Bear presented a similar Petition  from Dandenong.
Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n .— T he H onorable T . F . Ham ilton presented a similar Petition  from W ombat Creek.
Petition  received.

P e t it io n .— T he H onorable T . Bromell presented a similar Petition  from Nareen.
Petition  received.

P e t i t i o n .— T he Honorable F . Robertson presented a similar Petition from M almsbury.
Petition  received.

D is m is s e d  C i v i l  S e r v a n t s , C l a s s i f i e d  a n d  n o t  C l a s s i f i e d .— The Honorable H . C uthbert laid on the
T able a R eturn  to the Order of the Council, made on the 22nd January  last.

A p p o in t m e n t s  b y  p r e s e n t  G o v e r n m e n t .— T he Honorable I I . C uthbert laid on the Table a Return to
the Order of the Council, made on the 22nd Jan u ary  last.

H o n o r a b l e  H . C u t i-i b e r t .— T he Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, T hat the Honorable H . Cuthbert be 
now heard.

D ebate ensued.
Motion, by leave, w ithdraw n.

R a t e p a y e r s  i n  t h e  C o l o n y .— T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith notice, moved, I  hat a 
further R eturn  be laid on the Table, to supplement the R eturn ordered on the 19th February , 
showing the num ber of ratepayers rated a t £50  and under £100, £100 and under £150, £150 and 
under £200, £200  and under £250, £250  and under £300, £300 and under £350, £350 and under 
£400, £400  and upwards.

Question— pu t and passed.
D is m is s e d  C i v i l  S e r v a n t s , C l a s s i f i e d  a n d  n o t  C l a s s i f i e d . The Honorable G. F. Belchei moved, 

T h a t the R eturn  laid on the T able of the House this day be printed.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t twenty-five minutes to six o’clock until half-past four o clock on Tuesday, the 
19th instant.



N O T I C E S  O F  M O T I O N .

T u e s d a y , 1 9 t h  M a r c h , 1878.

1. The Hon. C. J .  J e n n e r  : T o ask the Honorable the Posm aster-G eneral when tenders will be called for
the construction of the Railw ay from Geelong to QueensclifF.

2. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : T o call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the statements
made in the  press th a t the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith  the Tolls Bill, which was 
originated in the Assembly and assented to by this House w ith only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the present crisis was over ; and to ask if such statem ents are in accordance w ith fact.

3. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : T o call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the numerous
so called A rt U nions advertised as under the sanction of the A tto rney-G eneral; and to ask if he 
will w ithdraw  his sanction from all such as are not bona fid e  for the promotion of art.

N o t ic e s  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. Sir C. S l a d e n  : T o move, T h a t an Address be presented to H is Excellency Sir G. F . Bowen,
subm itting the views of the Legislative Council on the Memo, of the C hief Secretary, addressed to 
H is Excellency, on the subject of m aking paym ents legal on the votes of the Legislative Assembly, 
and requesting H is Excellency to forward a copy of such Address to H er M ajesty’s Secretary of 
S tate for the Colonies.

(2.) T h a t a Committee be appointed to prepare the Address, consisting of seven Members.
(3.) T h a t the Committee consist of the following M embers :— The Honorables J .  Balfour, R. S. 

Anderson, W . W ilson, J .  A . W allace, J .  Gumming, Sir S. Wilson, and the Mover.

2. The Hon. II . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t the Paym ent of Members B ill be now read a second
time.

3. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the subject of altering and amending the constitution of
this House, and the conducting the election of Members thereof, be referred to a Select Committee 
of ten Members, and th a t the Committee have power to sit during the adjournm ent of the House, 
and to call for witnesses and papers.

Contingent on the foregoing motion being carried—
4. T he Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the Committee be chosen by ballot.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.



L E G I S L A T I V E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 19t h  MARCH, 1878.
The Council met in accordance wit.li adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
M e s s a g e  f r o m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T h e  Honorable I I .  C uthbert presented to  th e  C ou ncil 

-the following M essage from  H is Excellency the Governor :—
G. F. B O W E N ,

Governor.
The Governor transm its to the • Legislative Council further D espatches relating to the Crisis 

of 1866-S.
Government Offices,

M elbourne, 19th M arch, 1878.
A d d r e s s  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith amended  

notice, moved, T h a t an A ddress be presented to H is Excellency Sir G. F . Bowen, submitting the 
views of the Legislative Council in the M emorandum of the Chief Secretary, addressed to I lis  
Excellency, on the subject of making paym ents legal on the votes of the Legislative Assembly, and 
for m aking paym ents under the 45th section of the Constitution A ct, and requesting H is Excellency 
to forw ard a copy of such A ddress to H er M ajesty’s Secretary o f S tate for the Colonies.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable B. Simson moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.'
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned— put and passed.

The Council adjourned at twenty-live m inutes to eleven o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, 
the 20th instant.

N O T I C E S  O F  M O T I O N .

W e d n e s d a y ,  2 0 t h  M a r c h ,  1878.

1. The Hon. J .  B a l fo u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the statem ents 
made in the press that the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith the Tolls Bill, which was 
originated in the Assem bly and assented to by this House w ith  only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the present crisis was over ; and to ask if such statem ents are in accordance with fact. 

N o tices of M o t io n :—
1. A djourned debate on motion by the H on. Sir C. S l a d e n : T h at an A ddress be presented to H is Excellency

Sir G. F . Bowen, subm itting the views of the Legislative Council on the Memorandum o f the Chief 
Secretary, addressed to H is Excellency, on the subject of m aking payments legal on the votes of the 
Legislative Assembly, and for m aking paym ents under the 45th section of the Constitution A ct, 
and requesting His Excellency to forward a copy of such Address to H er M ajesty’s Secretary 
of S tate for the Colonies.

(2.) T h a t a Committee be appointed to prepare the Address, consisting of seven Members.
(3.) T h a t the Committee consist of the following M embers :— The Ilonorables J .  Balfour, II. S. 

Anderson, W . W ilson, J .  A . W allace, J .  Gumming, Sir S. Wilson, and the Mover.
2. The Hon. H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t the Paym ent of Members B ill be now read a second lime.
3. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the subject of altering and amending the constitution of

this House, and the conducting the election of Members thereof, be referred to a Select Committee 
of ten Members, and tha t the Committee have power to sit during the adjournment of the House, 
and to call for witnesses and papers.

Contingent on the foregoing motion being carried—  .
4. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the Committee be chosen by ballot.
5. T he Hon. J .  P . B e a r  : To move, T h a t copies of the forms of agreem ent signed, or proposed to be

signed, in connection w ith the purchase of land in the neighborhood of Oakleigh for the extension of 
the Gippsland Bailw ay be laid upon the Table of this House.

G. W. B U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents .
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The Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournm ent.
T he P residen t took the C hair.
The P resident read the P rayer.

A d d r e s s  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T h e debate on the motion of the  Honorable Sir C. Sladen 
— “ T h a t an A ddress be presented to H is E xcellency  S ir G. F . Bowen, snbm itiing the views of the 
Legislative Council on the M emorandum of the Chief Secretary, addressed to H is Excellency, on the 
subject of m aking paym ents legal on the votes of the L egislative A ssem bly, and for m aking paym ents 
under the 45th  section of the  C onstitution A ct, and requesting H is E xcellency to forward a copy 
of such A ddress to H er M ajesty ’s Secretary of S ta te  for the Colonies ” — was resumed.

Question— put and passed.
T he H onorable Sir C. Sladen, in accordance w ith  notice, moved, T h a t a  Committee be appointed to 

prepare the A ddress, consisting o f seven M embers.
Question— pu t and passed.
The H onorable S ir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the  Com m ittee consist of the  following M em bers :— T he 

Honorables R. S. A nderson, G . F . Belcher, J .  A . W allace, F . T . Sargood, J .  Gumming, S ir S. 
W ilson, and the M over.

Question— put and passed.
T he  Committee retired to prepare the A ddress.

P a p e r .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert, by command o f H is Excellency the G overnor, presented to the 
Council the following P aper :—

E ducation, P ub lic— R eport on, by Commissioner (1878).
Ordered to lie on the Table.

A d d r e s s  to H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he H onorable S ir C. Sladen brought up the Address 
prepared by the  Committee.

T he A ddress was read a t the  T able  by the C lerk as hereunder set f o r th :—

To H is  E xce llency  S ir  G eo r g e  F e r g u so n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand  Cross o f  the 
M ost D istingu ished  Order o f  S a in t M ichael and  S a in t George, Governor and  
C om m ander-in-C hief in  and  over the Colony o f  Victoria a n d  its D ependencies, 
and  V ice-A dm ira l o f  the same, fyc.

M a y  it  P l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  :—
W e, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty ’s m ost dutiful and loyal subjects, the M embers of the  

L egislative Council o f V ictoria, in  Parliam ent assembled, desire to approach P o u r Excellency w ith 
the assurance of our continued loyalty  and devotion to H er M ost Gracious M ajesty, and of lespect 
to  Y our Excellency as H e r  M ajesty’s R epresentative.

On Saturday, the 2nd M arch, was made public, th rough  the P ress, a copy of the Memorandum 
addressed to Y our E xcellency  by th e  H onorable th e  Chief S ecretary  on the  31st December last, 
w hich we had  asked for, bu t failed to obtain, either from Y our Excellency s A dvisers or fiom P o u i 
Excellency, and on W ednesday last (6 th  M arch) a copy o f the  M emorandum was laid on the Table 
o f the  Council by Your E xcellency’s command. _

W e now take the earliest opportunity  of commenting upon the proposal made in tha t M emo­
randum  in fulfilment of the  undertak ing  given in our Telegram  forwarded last month to the  Secretary

of S ta t^ re bear .n mind that> in y om. E xcellency’s reply to the A ddress adopted by the Council on 
the 22nd Jan u ary , Y our E xcellency  rem arked th a t “ it  is a general and reasonable rule of the public 
“ service th a t documents forwarded to the Im perial G overnm ent should not be published until they 
“ shall have been received and acknowledged by the  S ecretary  of S tate .”



T he M em orandum  of the  Chief S ecretary , we observe, w as for Y our E xcellency’s particular 
inform ation, and it  sta tes th a t “ M inisters w ere anxious th a t Y our Excellency should have the 
“  earliest intim ation of the ir own view s w ith  respect to the  course w hich, in their opinion, should he 
“ adopted, no t only to alleviate the inconvenience and suffering w hich the  to ta l stoppage of Supplies 
“ is certain to create, bu t to vindicate responsible G overnm ent, and sustain the true dignity of the 
“ Crow n in th is  colony.”

W e are made aw are th a t Y our E xcellency  forwarded the M em orandum  under cover of a 
D espatch  to the  Secretary  of S ta te  for the Colonies, a lthough there is no request made in the 
docum ent to th a t e ffec t; bu t w e respectfully  subm it to Y our E xcellency  tha t, if Y our E xcellencv 
th o u g h t it necessary to refer th e  docum ent to H er M ajesty ’s Secretary of S tate, there  w ere strong 
reasons w hy Y our E xcellency  should have insisted on th e  contents of it being made know n to the 
Council ; so th a t Y our E xcellency , in seeking the  advice of the  Im perial A uthorities on the 
question raised in it, instead of having  to  send the  ex parte  view  only of Y our E xcellency’s 
A dvisers, m igh t have had  th e  advantage of presen ting  the case accom panied by the comments of the 
Council, more especially w hen Y our E xcellency  was requested by the Council to  m ake the 
M em orandum  public, a fte r  the  Chief Secretary  had made know n, a t a public m eeting w hich he 
addressed in Geelong, th e  purport of it.

W e w ould rem ind Y our E xcellency  th a t Y our E xcellency  has not favored us w ith  a copy of 
Y our E xcellency’s D espatch  covering the M em orandum , although the  “ general and reasonable rule 
of th e  public se rv ice” would not be violated if Y our E xcellency  were to do so, any more than, we 
subm it, it would have been had  Y our E xcellency  been advised to presen t to the  Council in the first 
instance a copy of th e  M em orandum  to w hich  the  a tten tion  of the  public is now directed, and which 
is of such deep and m om entous concern to all colonists in terested  in the stab ility  of our institutions 
and  in the  carrying on of the E xecu tiv e  and L egisla tive departm ents of th is colony in conformity 
w ith  th e  C onstitution.

T h e  M em orandum  states as follows :— “ In  conclusion, the point on w hich M in isters request 
“  a  decision is briefly th is :— If, w hen both H ouses of P arliam en t m eet after the Christm as recess, 
“  the Legislative Council should again refuse to pass a general A ppropria tion  B ill, or a special Bill 
“  g ran ting  Supplies for the  rem ainder of the financial year, M inisters subm it th a t Y our Excellency 
“  w ill be justified, 011 receiving an A ddress from the  L egisla tive A ssem bly pray ing  you so to do, 
“  to revert to the  practice in force here up to 1862, and to sign on the  advice and responsibility of 
“  M inisters (including the  Colonial L aw  Officers of th e  Crow n) the w arran ts required  by law for 
“  the issuing from the T reasury  the  public money voted and appropriated  by the A ssem bly for the 
“ m aintenance of th e  public service, and also for the  forts and o ther defence w orks recommended by 
“  S ir W illiam  Je rv o is .”

T h e  question raised in th is  passage, the  only one indeed in the  M em orandum  th a t seems to 
require notice, affects no t only th e  construction, heretofore recognized and acted upon, of the 
C onstitution A ct, bu t indirectly  the existence of the  Council as a branch of the  Legislature.

U nder th e  auspicious reign of our M ost G racious Sovereign we had confidently expected 
th a t Y our E xcellency  would m ake it  your first care to see th a t justice  is done to all, so far as it is 
in your pow er to  influence or exercise it, and we feel asssured th a t it is the desire of H er Majesty, 
th a t the gentlem an in tru sted  by H er M ajesty  w ith  the  im portan t du ty  of presiding over any portion 
of I le r  M ajesty ’s dominions, in the  exalted  position w hich Y our E xcellency  now  occupies, should 
alw ays ac t in th a t  m anner.

Y our E xcellency  m ust perm it us to say th a t the refusal on Y our E xce llency ’s part, on the 
advice of M inisters, to furnish  the  Council w ith  a copy of the  M em orandum , w hen Y our Excellency 
thou g h t fit to refer it  to the  Secretary  of S tate, and in relation to w hich  we have the authority  of 
the  C hief S ecretary  for sta ting  Y our E xcellency  expected to receive a reply  by cable, in order 
“ th a t” (as the Chief Secretary  told th e  m eeting a t G eelong) “ a t th e  very earliest date h e ” {i.e., 
Y our E xcellency) “ m ight have a w arran t placed before him , and be advised by his M inisters to sign 
it,” was to deny to us, as one of the branches of the  L egislature, th a t justice and consideration which 
w e expected, and w hich w e th o u g h t we had  a rig h t to expect : A n d  we are bound to add th a t your
sending to the  Im perial A uthorities an ex p a rte  view  of the p ixm sions of th e  C onstitution A ct (the 
effect of w hich, if it should unfortunately  be a ttem pted  to  carry  it out, would be to  place the whole 
C onstitution upon an entirely  new  basis), and to prohibit all com m ent 011 the  part of th e  Council and 
the  public, whom the  M em orandum  w as intended so m ateria lly  to affect, is scarcely consistent with 
“ th a t neu tra lity  w hich belongs to the  Crowm th a t  ” Y our E xcellency  “ represen ts.”

W e desire to invite Y our E xce llency ’s a tten tion  to a sta tem ent contained in the  Memorandum 
“  th a t Y our E xcellency  will be justified, on receiving an A ddress from the Legislative Assembly 
“ pray ing  you so to  do, to sign the w arran ts required  by law  for the issuing from the T reasury  the 
“ public money voted and appropriated by th e  A ssem bly.”

W ithout com m enting upon or criticising the  inaccurate rem ark th a t one H ouse can 
“  appropriate ” th e  Supplies, the  illegality  of the  advice or suggestion offered to Y our Excellency 
is apparen t from  a decision of the  Suprem e C ourt on the  24 th  D ecem ber 1867. U pon an occasion 
w hen one of Y our E xcellency’s predecessors resorted  to the  practice  of signing w arran ts without 
any previous legislative authority , the m atte r came under the  consideration of th a t Court, and the 
practice xvas condemned as illegal. In  pronouncing th a t decision the judges stated— “ I t  is only 
“  necessary to go a step fu rther and exam ine the  certificate w hich th e  Commissioners are bound to 
“ give, and w ithou t w hich the  w arran t to the  T reasurer cannot law fully be made. I t  runs thus: 
“ ‘ W e certify  th a t the  sums above m entioned are now  legally  available for and applicable to the 
“  ‘ services and purposes respectively above set f o r th ; ’ bu t to render any p a rt of the  Consolidated 
“ Revenue legally available for and applicable to the  paym ent of the am ount of th is judgm ent, 
“  Parliam ent m ust have voted and actually  appropriated  the money for the purpose ; and this must 
“ have been effected either by a general or a special A ppropriation  A ct, or the moneys comprised in 
“ w hat is know n as a Supply  13111 m ust have been applied to the particu lar purpose during the 
“ operation of tha t m easure.”



l'n support of the eourso above recommended, nil opinion is quoted of M r. Fellows (now 
Mr. Ju stice  Fellows), given on the lJ t l i  January , 1858.

We desire to call Your Excellency’s attention to a speech made by Mr. Fellows in the 
Legislative Council, on the 3rd October, 1865 (appended hereto), in which he states very distinctly 
th a t th a t opinion was given under a m isapprehension of the practice there alluded to, and referred to 
the provisions of the A udit A c t 1857, which, in the amended A ct, 1859, were altered, so as to make 
his opinion no longer applicable ; -and, therefore, we respectfully subm it it was not fair to th a t 
gentlem an to pu t forward his opinion as now applicable. A t the same time, it cannot he supposed 
th a t Y our Excellency was aware of the circumstances, although the A ttorney-G eneral, who endorses 
th a t opinion, ought to have been.

W e now desire to call Y our Excellency’s attention to another proposal of Y our E xcellency’s 
A dvisers to defray certain expenses under the 45th section of the Constitution A ct.

On the 6t.il M arch the Chief Secretary moved in the Legislative Assem bly—
1. T h a t in accordance w ith  the 45th section of the Constitution A ct, the costs, charges,

and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt of the Consolidated 
Revenue shall, during the present financial year, and no longer, he treated as a special 
appropriation.

2. T h a t the T reasury  shall ascertain the amount o f the said costs, charges, and expenses
from the 1st Ju ly , 1877, to the 28tli February, 1878, and th a t the said amount so 
ascertained shall he transferred in aid of the W ays and Means A cts 1877-8.

Y our E xcellency’s A dvisers contend th a t th is section contains a special appropriation for the 
objects therein mentioned, and the only way of giving effect to it viewed in th a t ligh t would he to 
deduct the  expense of collection and pay only the balance into the P u b lic  Account.

T he above section, although it creates a perm anent charge, provides no m achinery for carrying
it out.

T h e  nex t section, the 46th, deals w ith the Civil L ist, and provides th a t “ There shall he 
“ payable in every year to H er M ajesty, her heirs and successors, out o f the  Consolidated Revenue 
“ of V ictoria the several sums not exceeding in the whole £112,750 for defraying the expense of 
“ the several services and purposes named in the several parts of Schedule D ,” and further provides 
th a t the said sums shall be issued by the T reasurer of V ictoria in discharge of such w arrants as 
shall be from time to time directed to him  under the hand of the Governor.

W e subm it to Your Excellency th a t these two sections point to a distinction between a 
“ charge” and a “ special appropriation.” In  the first instance a “ charge” only is made, hut no 
“ appropriation ;” in the second a charge is made w hich is a  “ special appropriation,” the specific 
objects of which are precisely laid down, as also the mode of paying them  and subsequently 
accounting for the moneys so paid.

In  the first session after the Constitution A c t was proclaimed in th is colony, the A udit A c t 
(No. 24) was passed, providing for the collection, receipt, and paym ent of the Consolidated Revenue, 
which A ct was amended in 1859 by A c t No. 86, being the A udit A c t now in force.

B y section 11 of th a t A c t every collector of imposts, or other person in the public service 
to whom any money shall he legally payable for or on account of the Consolidated Revenue, m ust 
pay all money w hich shall come to his possession or control for or on account of the Consolidated 
Revenue to the Receiver of Revenue. B y section 15 every receiver m ust pay “ all moneys” which 
shall have come to his possession or control into a hank to “ the Public  A ccount.”

Y our Excellency w ill therefore perceive th a t up to this point there is no room for legally 
deducting the cost of collection. “ A ll money ” m ust reach the S tate  coffers and be placed to the 
“ Public A ccount.” B y section 24, “ all moneys paid to the Public  A ccount shall be drawn from 
the said account in the  following m anner o n ly ; ”— th a t is to say, the T reasurer is to calculate w hat 
he wants, classifying and arranging it under the divisions and subdivisions “ employed in the  appro­
priation thereof,” and then the Commissioners are to certify.

W ithou t an A ppropriation A ct, or a vote applied by a W ays and M eans Act, commonly 
called here a “ Supply B ill,” the T reasurer cannot make the classification or arrangem ent in the 
required divisions and subdivisions, and the Commissioners of A udit would not be able to certify 
th a t the moneys required are legally available.

W e subm it th a t the mode of dealing w ith  the Consolidated Revenue as provided by the A udit 
A ct, and of appropriating it to specific purposes, as lias been heretofore done by annual A ppropria­
tion A cts in conformity w ith the 55th section of the Constitution A ct, is perfectly consistent w ith 
m aintaining the perm anent charge created by the 45th  section for the objects therein mentioned 
tha t charge being satisfied by the appropriations of the Consolidated Revenue in detail for the objects 
of the 45tli section, and by their being paid nex t after the Civil L is t  and certain pensions befoie 
mentioned.

T he A udit A c t therefore m ust be looked upon as ancillary to, and not inconsistent w ith, the 
45th section.

In  reference to the second of the Chief Secretary’s resolutions above quoted, we submit th a t 
whatever view may be taken  of the 45th section, the transfer of the moneys alluded to in th a t 
resolution cannot legally be made under the 24th and 25th  sections of the A udit A ct. B u t we 
observe, w ith deep regret, in the public press, th a t Y our Excellency, acting undei the ai vice ot 
Ministers, has signed w arrants for issuing money out of the Treasury.

W e avail ourselves of the present opportunity to assure Y our Excellency th a t we ai e l eady and 
anxious, as we always have been, to pass the annual A ppropriation Bill whenever it shall be placed 
before us w ithout the inclusion in it of the item for reimbursing Members of Parliam ent, which as 
involving a question of public policy, and concerning which the Council, as well as the Assembly 
have the rm ht to a deliberate voice, we consider an infringem ent of our legislative privileges ; and 
we desire °to inform Y our Excellency th a t the Appropriation Bill, which we laid aside m 
December last, was irrevocably disposed of so far as the Council is concerned.

W e respectfully request th a t a copy of this Address may be forwarded to I le r  M ajesty s
Seeretarv of S tate for the Colonies.



A P P E N D IX .

" M r. Fellow s desired to make a few observations in reference to the opinion the honorable member
“ who had ju st sat down had alluded to on more than  one occasion. H e was stated to have <nyeil

opinion, and he did not shrink from adm itting  th a t th a t was the case, th a t moneys were ‘legally available ’ 
w ithin the meaning of the A udit A ct, so soon as the votes had been reported and agreed to in the Le»is- 

44 lative Assem bly. W hatever value was attached to th a t opinion at the time, the A udit Commissioners
44 since it had come under their m anipulation had shown th a t it was based upon an erroneous principle__
“ th a t the assumed analogy upon w hich it  was founded had, in reality, no existence. The Commissioners 
“ pointed out clearly in their first report th a t the opinion was erroneous, inasmuch as it assumed that 
44 the practice in England was to issue moneys upon the vote of the House of Commons. In
" one sense th a t was the case ; but th is issue was made only by means of an A ct passed by both
“ Houses, and assented to by H er M ajesty, and providing expressly th a t any votes of the House of 
“ Commons m ight be paid out of the moneys standing to the credit of the Consolidated Fund. In  this 
“ case the position of the House of Commons differed very little  from th a t of the Governor-in-Council in 
“ certain cases. T he immmigration vote, for instance, was to be expended by the Governor-in-Council 
u and the Governor-in-Council was, in one sense, the authority  for the expenditure of the money ; but in 
“ point, of fact, the Governor-in-Council in the one case, and the House of Commons in the other, were 
44 nothing more than  instrum ents. W hen he gave the opinion which had been quoted, he did not know 
“ th a t the E nglish  practice was as the A udit Commissioners described it, and therefore the opinion he gave 
44 was erroneous. H e had no hesitation in m aking this admission, for it was absurd for a man who was 
44 convinced of his error to proceed in it. H e desired also to point out the tendency of legislation in the 
44 m atter. T he  first of the two A udit A c ts—both of which were drawn by himself, under instructions 
44 from the T reasurer of the  day, and which, in extenuation of any shortcomings, he m ight state, were the 
44 first measures of their class prepared here— contained the two clauses, Nos. 17 and 18, on which his 
44 opinion was given. Reference Avas made there to the avarrant the T reasurer was to issue. These 
44 w arrants, it Avas provided, Avere to state the amounts required for the nex t month, arranged in divisions 
“ and subdivisions in the form of the Estim ates. T his adoption of the Estim ates as something to be 

recognised Avas erroneous, and it led him to the conclusion th a t moneys were ‘ legally available,’ and could 
44 be disbursed on the Azotes of the Assem bly. In  consequence of the difficulties Avhich speedily manifested 
“ them selves under the arrangem ent, he was directed to prepare two new Standing Orders for the Assembly, 
“ which were adopted by th a t House on the 4 th  November, 1858. These Avere—

“ 4 288. In  framing the annual Estim ates of Expenditure the several divisions thereof 
“ ‘ shall be expressly stated  therein ; and Avlien they shall have passed through the Corn- 
44 ‘ m ittee of Supply, and the resolutions of such Committee shall have been reported to and 
“ 4 adopted by the House, the several votes so reported and adopted shall be printed, in the 
“ 4 same m anner and under the same divisions, subdivisions, and items of subdivisions that 
“ 4 shall h a te  been employed in fram ing the said E stim ates.’

44 4 289. In  order th a t the T reasurer’s yearly statem ent of expenditure may correspond 
14 4 item for item A vitli the A ppropriation A ct, the several votes so printed shall be appended 
44 4 to such A ct in the form of a Schedule, in lieu of the details h itherto  inserted in the body 
44 4 of such A c t.’

44 The first txvo or three A ppropriation A cts, as many honorable members Avould remember, 
44 contained a statem ent of the votes of the Assembly, but did not tally item  by item w ith the E stim ates; 
14 but the practice was d o a v  adopted of including the E stim ates as a Schedule of the Appropriation Act. 
44 A fter this, in 1859, the second A udit A c t Avas passed, and here the Avoids made use of Avere, that the 
44 w arrants for the issue of moneys should be arranged so th a t they should correspond w ith the subdivisions, 
44 &c-., 4 employed in the appropriation thereof.’ T his m arked distinction in the language of the two Acts 
44 showed that, though a t the outset the Houses and the A udit Commissioners scarcely knew their proper 
44 position in these money m atters, yet tha t, as they  progressed, as they discoArercd the inconveniences Avhich 
44 followed their non-attention to the practice of the  Im perial Parliam ent, they mended their hands. The 
44 4 E stim ates’ Avere recognised in the  first A ud it A ct, and the 4 appropriation’ in the second. If, after this 
44 explanation, Aralue were still attached to the  unfortunate opinion he had given seven years ago, he could 
44 only regret the circum stance.”

T he Honorable S ir C. Sladen m oA re d ,  T h a t the A ddress be u o a v  adopted.
Debate ensued.
T he H onorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the debate be adjourned until Tuesday next. 
Question— T h at the debate be adjourned until Tuesday n ex t— put and passed.

T he Council adjourned a t nine o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 21st instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDER OF THE DAY.

T h u r s d a y , 2 1 st  M a r c h , 1878;

1 . The Hon, J .  B a l f o u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the statements 
made in the press th a t the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith  the Tolls Bill, which was 
originated in the Assem bly and assented to by this House Avith only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the present crisis was over ; and to ask if such statem ents are in accordance with fact.



N o t ic e s  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he Hon. II . C u t iib e r t  : To move, T h a t the ray n icn t of Members Bill be now read a second time.
2. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t t l ie  subject of altering and amending the constitution of

this House, and the conducting the election of Members thereof/be referred to a Select Committee 
o f ten Members, and th a t the Committee have power to sit during the adjournm ent of the House, 
and to call for witnesses and papers.

Contingent on the foregoing motion being carried—
3. T he  Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the Committee be chosen by ballot.
4. T he Hon. J .  P . B e a r  : T o move, T h a t copies of the forms of agreem ent signed, or proposed to be

signed, in connection w ith the purchase of laud in the neighborhood of Oakleigh for the extension of 
the Gippsland Railw ay be laid upon the Table of this House.

T u e s d a y , 2 6 t h  M a r c h , 1 8 7 8 .
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A d d r e s s  t o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r — A djourned debate on motion for adoption of.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and  Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 2 1 s t  MARCH, 1878.

The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.

P ay m en t  o f  M e m b e r s  B i l l .— T he Honorable II . Cuthbert, in accordance w ith notice, moved, T hat the 
Paym ent of M embers Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable Dr. Dobson moved, T h a t the debate be adjourned until W ednesday next.
Debate ensued.
Question— T h a t the debate be adjourned until W ednesday nex t—put and passed.

A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable II . Cuthbert, w ith  leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the 
House, a t its rising th is day, adjourn until W ednesday next.

Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 27th instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

W e d n e s d a y ,  2 7 t ii  M a r c h ,  1878.

1. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the statements 
made in the press th a t the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith the Tolls Bill, which was 
originated in the  Assem bly and assented to by this House w ith only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the  present crisis was over ; and to ask if such statem ents are in accordance w ith fact.

N o t ic e s  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T ha t the subject of altering and amending the constitution of

this House, and the conducting the election of Members thereof, be referred to a Select Committee 
of ten Members, and th a t the Committee have power to sit during the adjournment of the House, 
and to call for witnesses and papers.

Contingent on the f o r e g o in g  motion being carried—
2. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the Committee be chosen by ballot.
3. T he Hon. J .  P . B e a r  : To move, T h a t copies of the forms of agreem ent signed, or proposed to be'

signed, in connection w ith  the purchase of land in the neighborhood of Oakleigli for the extension of 
the Gippsland Railway be laid upon the Table of this House.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. P a y m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  B il l — Adjourned debate on motion for second reading.
2. A d d r e s s  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r — Adjourned debate on motion for adoption of.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L .

W EDNESDAY, 27t h  MARCH, 1878.
The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.
P e t it io n .— T he Honorable S ir C. Sladen presented a P etition  signed by J .  L iston and others, styling 

themselves residents a t Sm ythesdale and Scarsdale, and praying th a t the Council will maintain its 
position w ith regard  to Paym ent of M embers of Parliam ent.

Petition received.
A g r ee m en t s  f o r  P u r c h a se  o f  L a n d  n e a r  O a k l e ig h  fo r  R a il w a y  p u r p o s e s .— T he Honorable 

J .  P . Bear, in accordance w ith  notice, moved, T h a t copies of the forms of agreem ent signed, or 
proposed to be signed, in connection w ith  the purchase of land in the neighborhood of Oakleigh for 
the extension of the G ippsland R ailw ay be laid upon the Table of this House.

Question— pu t and passed.
P aym ent  of M e m b e r s  B il l .— T he O rder o f the D ay for the resum ption of the adjourned debate on the

motion for the second reading of this Bill being read, the debate was resumed.
Question— T h at the B ill be now read a second time— put and passed.
T he Honorable II . C utlibert moved, T h a t the  Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole

Council.
D ebate ensued.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the word “ now ” be omitted from the question w ith a view 

to add the words “ on T uesday n ex t ” after the w ord “ Council.”
Debate ensued.
Am endm ent by leave w ithdraw n.
Question— T h a t the B ill be now considered in Committee of the whole Council— put and passed.
Question— T h a t the  P residen t do now leave the C hair— pu t and passed.
T he President left the Chair.
T he Chairm an o f Committees reported progress, and asked leave to sit again to-morrow.
Ordered.

P o stpo n e m en t .— T he following Order of the D ay was postponed until Tuesday, the 2nd proximo :—  
“A ddress to H is  Excellency the Governor ”— A djourned debate on motion for adoption of.

The Council adjourned a t half-past six  o’clock until half-past four o’clock on T hursday, the 28th instant.

NOTICES OF MOTION A ND ORDERS OF THE DAY.

T h u r s d a y , 2 8 t h  M a r c h , 1 8 7 8 .

1. The Hon. J .  B a l f o u r  : To call the  attention of the  H onorable the  Postm aster-G eneral to the statem ents 
made in the press that the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith  the Tolls B ill, w hich was 
originated in the  Assembly and assented to by th is H ouse w ith  only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the  presen t crisis was over ; and to ask if such statem ents are in accordance w ith fact.

N o t ic e s  o f  M o t io n  :—
1. The Hon. F . T . S argood  : T o move, T h a t th e  subject of altering and amending the constitution of

this House, and the  conducting the election of M embers thereof, be referred to a Select Committee 
of ten Members, and th a t th e  Committee have power to sit during the adjournm ent ot the House, 
and to call for witnesses and papers.

Contingent on the foregoing motion being carried—
2. T he Hon. F . T .  S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the Committee be chosen by ballot.

O r d e r s  of t h e  D a y  :—
1 . P a y m e n t  o f  M e m b e r s  B i l l — T o be further considered in Committee.

T u e s d a y ,  2 n d  A p r il .
1. A d d r e s s  t o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r — A djourned debate on motion for adoption of.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and C lerk o f  the Parliam ents .
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O P TH E

L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L .

THURSDAY, 28t i i  MARCH, 1878.
The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
The President took the Chair.
The President read the P rayer.

P a p e r s .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert, by command of H is E xcellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. D espatch from the R ig h t Honorable the E arl of Carnarvon, No. 13 (28th January , 1878).
2. D espatch from the R igh t Honorable the E a rl of Carnarvon, No. 12 (28th January , 1878).
3. D espatch from, the R igh t Honorable Sir M ichael H icks Beach, No. 10 (15th February, 1878)

(w ith  enclosure).
4. D espatch from the R igh t H onorable Sir M ichael H icks Beach, No. 7 (15th February, 1878).

Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

P ay m en t  of  M e m b e r s  B i l l .— T he Order o f the D ay for the further consideration of th is B ill in Com­
m ittee of the whole Council being read, the P residen t left the Chair.

T he Chairm an of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the B ill and had agreed 
to the same w ithout amendment.

The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.

Co n fe r en c e  C o m m itt ee— M o tio n  f o r .— T he Honorable Sir C. Sladen, w ith leave of the  Council, moved, 
w ithout notice, T h a t the Legislative Council appoint a  Committee of six  M embers to confer w ith a 
Committee of the like num ber of M embers of the Legislative Assem bly on the Paym ent of Members 
Bill.

Debate ensued.
Question— put.
Council divided.

Contents, 7.
T he H on. J .  G raham

Sir C. Sladen 
W . Campbell
G. F . Belcher 
J .  P . Bear 
N . F itzgerald  
R. Simson (T e lle r).

N ot Contents, 13.
T he Hon. G . W . Cole

R . S. Anderson 
C. J .  Jen n er 
W . W ilson 
T . F . H am ilton 
T . Bromell
F . T . Sargood 
J .  Gumming 
J .  B uchanan 
J .  A . W allace 
D r. Dobson 
A . F raser
H . C uthbert (T e lle r).

The question was therefore negatived.

P aym ent  of  M e m b e r s  B il l .— T h e P residen t having reported th a t the  Chairm an of Committees had 
certified th a t the fair p rin t of this B ill was in accordance w ith  the B ill as reported from the 
Committee of the whole Council, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable IT. Cuthbert, was read a
th ird  time and passed. .

T he  Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t the title  of the B ill be “ A n  A c t f o r  the continuation o f  an
“ E xp ir in g  L a w .”

Question— pu t and passed.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them  that the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.
D e s p a t c h e s  fr o m  S ec r e ta r y  o f S t a t e .— T he H onorable IT. Cuthbert, w ith  leave of the Council, 

moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the Despatches from the R igh t Honorable the Secretary of State, laid 
upon the  T able th is day, be printed.

Question— p u t and passed.

The Council adjourned a t tw enty minutes to nine o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Tuesday, the 2nd 
proximo.



NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDER OF THE DAY.

T u e s d a y ,  2 n d  A p r il , 1 8 7 8 .

1. The Hon. J .  B a l fo u r  : To call the attention of the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral to the statements 
made in the  press th a t the Honorable the Prem ier would not deal w ith the Tolls Bill, which was 
originated in the Assem bly and assented to by th is House w ith only the necessary technical altera­
tions, until the present crisis was over ; and to ask if such statements are in accordance with fact.

N o tices o f  M o tio n  :—
1. The Hon. F . T . S argood  : To move, T h a t the subject o f altering and amending the constitution of

this blouse, and the conducting the election of Members thereof, be referred to a Select Committee 
of ten Members, and th a t the Committee have power to sit during the adjournment of the House, 
and to call for witnesses and papers.

Contingent on the foregoing motion being carried—
2. The Hon. F . T . S argo o d  : To move, T h a t the Committee be chosen by ballot.

O r d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. A d d r e ss  to H is  E x c e l l e n c y  th e  G o ver no r— Adjourned debate on motion for adoption of.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.

f
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O P TH E

L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L .

TUESDAY, 2 n d  APRIL, 1878.

T he Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournment.

The President took the  Chair.

The President read the P ray er.
P a p e r s .— T h e H onorable H . C uthbert, by command of H is  Excellency th e  G overnor, laid upon th e  T able 

the  following P ap ers  :—
1. Ind ian  Fam ine B elief F und .— D espatch  from th e  B ig h t Honorable th e  Secretary of S tate

(w ith  enclosure). No. 10. (15 th  February, 1878.)
2. N ew  H ebrides Islands— Suggested P ro tectorate of.— D espatch from th e  B ig h t Honorable the

Secretary of S tate  for the Colonies. No. 7. (18th  Jan u ary , 1878.)
3. N ew  G overnm ent H ouse a t M elbourne—D espatches concerning (4 th  October, 1876 to  10th

M arch, 1878).
4. P ress  Telegram s.— O rder in Council (20 th  M arch, 1878).

Ordered severally to  lie on th e  Table.
M essa g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m b l y .— T he P residen t announced to  th e  Council th e  receipt of the 

following M essage from  the  L egisla tive A ssem bly :—
M r . P r e s id e n t —

T h e  L egisla tive A ssem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a B ill in titu led  “ A n  A c t to 
“ a p p ly  a  sum out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the service o f  the year ending on the la st day o f  
“ Ju n e  One thousand eight hundred  and seventy-eight, a n d  to appropriate the supplies granted  in  
“ this session o f  P arliam ent,” w ith  w hich they  desire the  concurrence of th e  Legislative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly Cham ber, Speaker.

M elbourne, 2nd A pril, 1878.
A p p r o p r ia t io n  B i l l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a first time.

Question— p u t and passed.
B ill read a first tim e, and, on the m otion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, ordered to  be printed, and 

the second reading m ade an O rder of the D ay for W ednesday, 3rd instant.
A d d r e ss  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  resum ption of the 

. adjourned debate on the  A ddress to H is Excellency the Governor, prepared by a Select Committee 
of the Council on the 20th  ultimo, being read, the debate was resumed on the A ddress as hereunder 
set fo rth  :—

T o  H is  E xcellency  S ir  G eo rg e  F e r g u so n  B o w e n , K n ig h t G rand Cross o f the 
M ost D istinguished  Order o f  S a in t M ichael and  S a in t George, Governor and  
Comm under-in -C h ie f in and  over the Colony o f  Victoria a n d  its Dependencies, 
a n d  V ice-A dm ira l o f  the same, fyc.

M a y  it  P l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  :—

W e, H er M ost Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the  M embers of the 
Legislative Council o f V ictoria, in Parliam ent assembled, desire to approach Your Excellency w ith 
the assurance of our continued loyalty  and devotion to H er M ost Gracious M ajesty, and of respect 
to  Y our Excellency as H e r M ajesty’s Bepresentative.

On Saturday, the  2nd M arch, was made public, through the Press, a copy of the Memorandum 
addressed to Y our Excellency by the Honorable the Chief Secretary on the 31st December ast, 
w hich we had asked for, bu t failed to obtain, either from Y our Excellency’s Advisers or from Your 
Excellency, and on W ednesday last (6 th  M arch) a copy of the M emorandum was laid on tfie la b ie
of the  Council by Your E xcellency’s command. .

W e now take the earliest opportunity of commenting upon the proposal made m  that Memo­
randum in fulfilment of the undertaking given in our Telegram  forwarded last m onth to the Secretary

W e bear in mind that, in Y our Excellency’s reply to the A ddress adopted by the Council on 
the  22nd Jan u ary , Y our Excellency rem arked tha t “ it is a general and reasonable rule of the public 
“ service th a t documents forwarded to the Im perial G overnm ent should not be published until they 
« shall have been received and acknowledged by the Secretary o f State.



T h e  M emorandum of the Chief Secretary, we observe, was for Y our Excellency 's particular 
information, and it states th a t “ M inisters were anxious th a t Y our Excellency should have the 
“ earliest intim ation of their own views w ith  respect, to the course which, in their opinion, should be 
“ adopted, not only to alleviate the inconvenience and suffering which the total stoppage of Supplies 
“ is certain to create, bu t to vindicate responsible Governm ent, and sustain the true dignity of the 
“ Crown in th is colony.”

W e are made aware th a t Y our Excellency forwarded the M emorandum under cover of a 
D espatch to the Secretary of S tate  for the Colonics, although there is no request made in the 
docum ent to th a t e ffe c t; bu t we respectfully subm it to Y our Excellency that, if Y our Excellency 
th o ugh t it necessary to refer the  document to H er M ajesty’s Secretary of S tate, there were strong 
reasons w hy Y our E xcellency should have insisted on the contents of it being made known to the 
Council ; so th a t Y our Excellency, in seeking the advice of the Im perial A uthorities on the 
question raised in it, instead of having to send the ex parte  view only of Y our Excellency’s 
A dvisers, m ight have had the advantage of presenting the case accompanied by the comments of the 
Council, more especially w hen Y our E xcellency was requested by the Council to make the 
M em orandum  public, a fter  the Chief Secretary had made known, a t a public m eeting which he 
addressed in Geelong, the  purport of it.

W e would remind Y our Excellency th a t Y our Excellency has not favored us w ith  a copy of 
Y our E xcellency’s D espatch covering the M emorandum, although the “ general and reasonable rule 
of the  public service ” would not be violated if Y our E xcellency were to do so, any more than, we 
subm it, it w ould have been had Your Excellency been advised to present to the Council in the first 
instance a copy of the M emorandum  to w hich the atten tion  of the  public is now directed, and which 
is of such deep and momentous concern to all colonists interested in the stability  of our institutions 
and in the carrying on of the E xecu tive and Legislative departm ents of th is colony in conformity 
w ith  the C onstitution.

T h e  M em orandum  states as follows :— “ In  conclusion, the point on w hich M inisters request 
“  a  decision is briefly th is :— If, when both H ouses of P arliam ent m eet after the Christm as recess, 
“ the L egislative Council should again refuse to pass a general A ppropriation Bill, or a special Bill 
“ gran ting  Supplies for the rem ainder of the financial year, M inisters subm it th a t Y our Excellency 
“ w ill be justified, 011 receiving an A ddress from the L egislative A ssem bly praying you so to do, 
“  to revert to the practice in force here up to 1862, and to sign on the advice and responsibility of 
“ M inisters (including the Colonial L aw  Officers of the Crown) the w arrants required  by law for 
“ the  issuing from the T reasury  the public money voted and appropriated by the Assem bly for the 
“ m aintenance of the public service, and also for the forts and other defence w orks recommended by 
“ S ir W illiam  Jerv o is .”

T h e  question raised in th is passage, the only one indeed in the M em orandum  th a t seems to 
require notice, affects no t only the construction, heretofore recognized and acted upon, of the 
C onstitution A ct, bu t indirectly the existence of the  Council as a branch of the  Legislature.

U nder the  auspicious reign of our M ost Gracious Sovereign we had confidently expected 
th a t Y our Excellency would m ake it your first care to see th a t justice is done to all, so far as it is 
in your power to influence or exercise it, and we feel asssured th a t it  is the desire of H er Majesty, 
th a t the  gentlem an in trusted  by H er M ajesty  w ith  the im portant duty  of presiding over any portion 
of H er M ajesty ’s dominions, in the exalted  position w hich Y our E xcellency now occupies, should 
alw ays act in th a t manner.

Y our Excellency m ust perm it us to say th a t the refusal on Y our E xcellency’s part, on the 
advice of M inisters, to furnish the  Council w ith  a copy of the M emorandum, w hen Y our Excellency 
though t fit to refer it to the Secretary of S tate, and in relation to w hich w e have the authority of 
the Chief Secretary  for sta ting  Y our Excellency expected to receive a reply by cable, in order 
“ th a t” (as the Chief Secretary told th e  m eeting a t G eelong) “ a t the very earliest date h e ” (i.e., 
Y our E xcellency) “ m ight have a w arran t placed before him , and be advised by his M inisters to sign 
it,” was to deny to us, as one of the branches of the  Legislature, th a t justice and consideration which 
we expected, and w hich we though t we had a righ t to e x p e c t; and we are bound to add th a t your 
sending to the  Im perial A uthorities an ex parte  view of the  provisions of the C onstitution A ct (the 
effect of w hich, if it should unfortunately  be attem pted to carry  it out, would be to place the whole 
C onstitution upon an entirely new basis), and to prohibit all comment on the part of the  Council and 
the public, whom the M emorandum was intended so m aterially  to affect, is scarcely consistent with 
“ th a t neutrality  which belongs to the  Crow n t h a t ” Y our Excellency “ represents.”

W e desire to invite Y our E xcellency’s a ttention to a statem ent contained ,in the Memorandum 
“ th a t Y our E xcellency will be justified, on receiving an A ddress from the L egislative Assembly 
“ praying you so to do, to sign the  w arrants required by law  for the issuing from the T reasury  the 
“ public money voted and appropriated by the A ssem bly.”

W ithout commenting upon or criticising the inaccurate rem ark th a t one House can 
“ appropriate ” the  Supplies, the illegality  of the advice or suggestion offered to Y our Excellency 
is apparen t from a decision of the  Suprem e Court on the 24th D ecem ber 1867. U pon an occasion 
w hen one of Y our E xcellency’s predecessors resorted to the practice of signing w arran ts without 
any previous legislative authority , the  m atter came under the  consideration of th a t Court, and the 
practice was condemned as illegal. In  pronouncing th a t decision the judges stated— “ I t  is only 
“  necessary to go a step  fu rther and exam ine the certificate w hich the Commissioners are bound to 
“ give, and w ithout w hich the  w arran t to the  T reasurer cannot law fully be made. I t  runs th u s : 
“ ‘ W e certify th a t the sums above m entioned are now legally  available for and applicable to the 
“ ‘ services and purposes respectively above set f o r th ; ’ bu t to render any p a rt of the  Consolidated 
“ Revenue legally available for and applicable to the  paym ent of the  am ount of th is judgment, 
“ P arliam ent m ust have voted and actually  appropriated the money for the purpose ; and this must 
“ have been effected either by a general or a special A ppropriation A ct, or the moneys comprised in 
“ w hat is known as a Supply B ill m ust have been applied to the  particu lar purpose during the 
“ operation of th a t m easure.”



In  support of the course above recommended, an opinion is quoted of M r. Fellow s (now 
M r. Ju stice  Fellows), given on the U th  January , 1858.

W e desire to call Y our Excellency’s attention to a speech made by M r. Fellow s in the 
Legislative Council, on the 3rd October, 1865 (appended hereto), in which he states very distinctly 
th a t th a t opinion was given under a misapprehension of the practice there alluded to, and referred to 
the provisions of the A udit A ct 1857, which, in the amended A ct, 1859, were altered, so as to make 
his opinion no longer applicable ; and, therefore, we respectfully subm it it was not fair to th a t 
o-entleman to pu t forw ard his opinion as now applicable. A t the same time, it cannot he supposed 
th a t Y our Excellency was aware of the circumstances, although the A ttorney-G eneral, who endorsee 
th a t opinion, ought to have been.

W e now desire to call Y our E xcellency’s attention to another proposal of Your Excellency’s 
A dvisers to defray certain expenses under the 45th section of the Constitution A ct.

On the 6 th  M arch the Chief Secretary moved in the Legislative Assembly—
1. T h a t in accordance w ith  the 45th section of the Constitution A ct, the costs, charges,

and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt of the Consolidated 
Revenue shall, during the present financial year, and no longer, he treated as a special 
appropriation.

2. T h a t the T reasury  shall ascertain the amount of the said costs, charges, and expenses
from the 1st Ju ly , 1877, to the  28th February, 1878, and th a t the said amount so 
ascertained shall be transferred in aid of the W ays and Means A cts 1877-8.

Y our Excellency’s A dvisers contend th a t this section contains a special appropriation for the 
objects therein mentioned, and the only way of giving effect to it viewed in th a t light would be to 
deduct the expense of collection and pay only the balance into the P u b lic  Account.

T he above section, although it creates a perm anent charge, provides no m achinery for carrying
it out.

T he nex t section, the 46th, deals w ith the Civil L ist, and provides th a t “ There shall be 
“ payable in every year to H er M ajesty, her heirs and successors, out o f the Consolidated Revenue 
“ of V ictoria the several sums not exceeding in the  whole £112,750 for defraying the expense of 
“ the several services and purposes named in the several parts of Schedule D ,” and further provides 
th a t the said sums shall be issued by the T reasurer o f V ictoria in discharge of such w arrants as 
shall be from time to time directed to him  under the hand of the Governor.

W e submit to Your Excellency th a t these two sections point to a  distinction between a 
“ charge” and a “ special appropriation.” In  the first instance a “ charge” only is made, but no 
“ a p p r o p r i a t i o n in  the second a charge is made which is a “ special appropriation,” the specific 
objects of w hich are precisely laid down, as also the mode of paying them  and subsequently 
accounting for the moneys so paid.

In  the first session after the  Constitution A c t was proclaimed in th is colony, the A udit A ct 
(No. 24) was passed, providing for the collection, receipt, and paym ent of the Consolidated Revenue, 
which A c t was amended in 1859 by A c t No. 86 ,  being the A udit A c t u o a v  in force.

B y section 11 of th a t A c t every collector of imposts, or other person in the public service 
to whom any money shall be legally payable for or on account of the Consolidated Revenue, m ust 
pay all money w hich shall come to his possession or control for or on account of the Consolidated 
Revenue to the Receiver of Revenue. B y section 15 every receiver m ust pay “^all moneys which 
shall have come to his possession or control into a bank to “ the Public  A ccount.”

Y our E xcellency w ill therefore perceive th a t up to this point there is no room for legally 
deducting the cost of collection. “ A ll money ’ m ust reach the S tate  coffers and be placed to the 
“ P ublic  ̂ Account.” B y  section 24, “ all moneys paid to the  Public  A ccount shall be draw n from 
the said account in the  following m anner only ; ”— th a t is to say, the T reasurer is to calculate w hat 
he wants, classifying and arranging it under the divisions and subdivisions « employed in the  appro­
priation thereof,” and then the Commissioners are to certify.

W ith o u t an A ppropriation A ct, or a  vote applied by a W ays and M eans Act, commonly 
called here a “  Supply B ill,” the T reasurer cannot m ake the classification or arrangem ent in the 
required divisions and subdivisions, and the Commissioners o f A udit would not be able to certify
th a t the moneys required are legally available.

W e submit th a t the mode of dealing w ith the Consolidated Revenue as provided by the A udit 
A ct, and of appropriating it to specific purposes, as has been heretofore done by annual A ppropria­
tion A cts in conformity w ith the 55th section of the Constitution A ct, is perfectly consistent w ith 
m aintaining the permanent charge created by the 45tli section for the objects therein mentioned—  
th a t charge being satisfied by the appropriations of the Consolidated Revenue m detail for the objects 
of the 45 th  section, and by their being paid nex t after the Civil L ist and certain pensions before

T he  A udit A ct therefore m ust be looked upon as ancillary to, and not inconsistent w ith, the 
45th section

In  reference to the second of the Chief Secretary’s resolutions above quoted, we submit th a t 
w hatever view  m ay b e  taken  of the 45th section, the transfer of the moneys alluded to m th a t 
resolution cannot legally be made under the 24th and 25th  sections of the  A udit A ct. B u t we 
observe, w ith deep regret, in the public press, th a t Y our Excellency, acting under the advice of
M inisters, has signed warrants for issuing money out of the Treasury.

W e avail ourselves of the present opportunity to assure 1  our Excellency th a t we are ready and 
anxious, as we always have been, to pass the annual A ppropriation Bill whenever it shall be placed 
before us w ithout the  inclusion in it of the item for reimbursing Members of Parliam ent, which as 
involving a question of public policy, and concerning which the Council as well as the  Assembly, 
have the righ t to a deliberate voice, we consider an infringem ent of our legislative privileges ; and 
we desire to inform Your Excellency th a t the Appropriation Bill, which we laid aside m 
December last, was irrevocably disposed of so far as the Council is conceine ’ .

W e respectfully request th a t a copy of this Address may be forwarded to H er M ajesty s
Secretary of S tate for the Colonies.



A P P E N D IX .
“ M r. Fellow s desired to make a few observations in reference to the opinion the honorable 

“ member who had ju st sat down had alluded to on more than  one occasion. H e was stated to 
“  have given his opinion, and he did not shrink from adm itting th a t th a t was the case, th a t moneys 
“ were ‘legally available,’ w ithin the meaning of the A udit A ct, so soon as the votes had been 
“  reported and agreed to in the  Legislative Assembly. W hatever value was attached -to tha t 
“  opinion a t the time, the  A udit Commissioners since it had come under their manipulation had 
“  shown th a t it  was based upon an erroneous principle—th a t the assumed analogy upon which it 
“ was founded had, in reality, no existence. T he Commissioners pointed out clearly in their first 
“  report th a t the opinion was erroneous, inasmuch as it assumed th a t the  practice in England was 
“ to issue moneys upon the vote of the House of Commons. In  one sense th a t was the case ; but 
“ th is issue was made only by means of an  A c t passed by both Houses, and assented to by 
“ H er M ajesty, and providing expressly th a t any votes of the  H ouse of Commons m ight be paid 
“ ou t of the moneys standing to the credit of the  Consolidated Fund. In  th is case the position 
“ of the  House of Commons differed very little  from th a t of the  Governor-in-Council in certain 
“ cases. T he immigration vote, for instance, was. to  be expended by the Governor-in-Council, 
“ and the  Governor-in-Council was, in one sense, the  authority  for the expenditure of the money ; 
“ but, in point of fact, the Governor-in->Council in the  one case, and the  House of Commons in 
“ the  other, were nothing more than  instrum ents. W hen he gave the opinion w hich had been 
“  quoted, he did not know th a t the E nglish  practice was as the A ud it Commissioners described it, 
“ and  therefore the opinion he gave was erroneous. H e had no hesitation in m aking this admission, 
“  for i t  was absurd for a man who was convinced of his error to proceed in it. H e desired also to 
“  point out the tendency of leg isla tion . in the m atter. T he  first of the two A udit A cts—both of 
“ w hich were draw n by himself, under instructions from the T reasurer of the  day, and which, in 
“  extenuation of any shortcomings, he m ight state, were the first m easures of their class prepared 
“  here— contained the two clauses, Nos. 17 and 18, on w hich his opinion was given. Reference 
“  was made there to the  w arrant the T reasurer was to issue. These w arrants, it  was provided, 
“  w ere to  state the amounts required for the n ex t m onth, arranged in divisions and subdivisions in 
“ the  form of the Estim ates. T h is  adoption of the Estim ates as something to be recognised was 
“ erroneous, and it led him to the conclusion th a t moneys were ‘ legally available,’ and could be 
“  disbursed on the votes of the Assem bly. In  consequence of the difficulties w hich speedily 
“ m anifested themselves under the arrangem ent, he was directed to prepare two new Standing Orders 
“  for the  Assembly, w hich were adopted by th a t House on the 4 th  November, 1858. These were— 

“ ‘ 288. In  fram ing the annual Estim ates of Expenditure the several divisions thereof 
“ ‘ shall be expressly stated therein ; and w hen they shall have passed through the Com- 
“ ‘ m ittee of Supply, and the resolutions of such Committee shall have been reported to and 
“ ‘ adopted by the House, the several votes so reported and adopted shall be printed, in the 
“ ‘ same m anner and under the same divisions, subdivisions, and items of subdivisions that 
“ ‘ shall have been employed in framing the said Estim ates.’

“  ‘ 289. In  order th a t the Treasurer’s yearly statem ent of expenditure may correspond 
“  ‘ item for item w ith the A ppropriation A ct, the  several votes so printed shall be appended 
“ ‘ to such A ct in the form of a Schedule, in lieu of the details h itherto  inserted in the body 
“ ‘ of such A c t.’
“  The first two or three A ppropriation A cts, as m any honorable members would remember, 

“  contained a statem ent of the  votes of the Assembly, bu t did not tally  item  by item w ith the 
“ E stim ates ; bu t the practice was now adopted of including the  E stim ates as a Schedule of the 
“ A ppropriation A ct. A fter this, in 1859, the second A ud it A ct was passed, and here the words 
“  made use of were, th a t the w arrants for the issue of moneys should be arranged so that they 
“ should correspond w ith the subdivisions, &c., ‘ employed in the appropriation thereof.’ This 
“ m arked distinction in the language of the  tw o A cts showed that, though a t the outset the Houses 
“  and the A udit Commissioners scarcely knew their proper position in these money m atters, yet that, 
“ as they progressed, as they discovered the inconveniences w hich followed their non-attention to the 
“ practice of the Im perial Parliam ent, they mended their hands. T he ‘ E stim ates’ were recognised 
“ in the  first A ud it A ct, and the ‘ appropriation’ in the second. If, after th is explanation, value 
“  w ere still attached to the unfortunate opinion he had given seven years ago, he could only regret 
“  the circum stance.”

T he H onorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t the six th  and seventh clauses of the  Address be omitted, 
viz. :—

“ W e are made aware th a t Y our Excellency forwarded the M emorandum under cover of a 
“ D espatch to the Secretary of S tate  for the Colonies, nlrbough there is no request made in the 
“ document to th a t effect ; but we respectfully subm it to Y our E xcellency that, if Y our Excellency 
“  though t it  necessary to refer the document to H er M ajesty ’s Secretary of State, there were strong 
“  reasons why Your Excellency should have insisted on the contents of it being made known to the 
“ Council ; so th a t Your Excellency, in seeking the advice of the Im perial A uthorities on the 
“ question raised in it, instead of having to send the ex parle  view only of Y our Excellency’s 
“ A dvisers, m ight have had the advantage of presenting the case accompanied by the comments of the 
“ Council, more especially when Y our Excellency was requested by the Council to make the 
“  Memorandum public, a fter  the Chief Secretary had made known, a t a public m eeting which he 
“ addressed in Geelong, the purport of it.

“ W e would remind Y our Excellency th a t Y our Excellency has not favored us w ith a copy 
“ of Y our Excellency’s Despatch covering the Memorandum, although the ‘ general and reasonable 
“ ‘ rule of the public service ’ would not be violated if Y our Excellency were to do so, any more than, 
“ we submir., it would have been had Y our Excellency been advised to present to the Council in the 
“ first instance a copy of the Memorandum to which the attention of the public is now directed, and 
“ w hich is of such deep and momentous concern to all colonists interested in the stability of our 
“ institutions and in the  carrying on of the  E xecu tive and Legislative departm ents of this colony m 
“  conformity w ith  the Constitution.”



D ebate ensued.
Question— T h a t the six th  and seventh clauses, proposed to be omitted, stand part o f the Address put.
Council divided.

Contents, 16.
T he Hon. W . Campbell

Sargood

N ot Contents, 5.
T he  H on. T . T . a ’B eckett 

G. W . Cole 
II . C uthbert 
J .  Buchanan 
Sir S. W ilson {T eller).

Sir C. Sladen 
N . B lack 
J .  G raham  
W . W ilson 
J .  Balfour 
It. Simson 
J .  Gumming 
W . Iliffhe tt
F . T .
J .  P . B ear 
J .  A . W allace
G. F . Belcher 
A . F raser

* N . F itzgerald
It. S. A nderson {T e ller).

T he question was therefore carried.
Q uestion—T h a t the A ddress be now adopted— put and passed.
The Honorable Sir C. Sladen moved, T h a t the  P resident ascertain w hen and how H is Excellency 

w ill be pleased to receive the A ddress.
Question— put and passed.

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e P resident announced the receipt of the following 
M essage from the L egislative Assem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to 

“ Validate a B ate, a n d  fo r  other purposes ,” w ith which they  desire the concurrence of the L egis­
lative Council.

C. G A V A N  D U F F Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly Chamber, • Speaker.

M elbourne, 2nd A pril, 1878.
B e e c h w o r t h  R a t e  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l .— T he H onorable R . S. Anderson, w ith leave of the Council, 

moved, T h a t the  B ill to validate a rate struck by the Council of the  U nited  Shire of Beechw orth 
be treated as a P ub lic  B ill, and th a t paym ent of fees be dispensed w ith, and the S tanding Orders 
suspended so far as necessary to perm it such B ill to be passed through all its stages in one sitting.

Question— put and passed.
B e e c h w o r t h  R a t e  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l .— T he H onorable R. S. A nderson moved, T h a t this B ill be now 

read a first time.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a first time, and, on the motion of the Honorable R . S. Anderson, ordered to be printed, and 

the second reading made an Order of the D ay for W ednesday, the  3rd instant.
C o n s t it u t io n  o f  C o u n c i l .— T h e Honorable F . T . Sargood, in accordance w ith  notice, moved, T h a t the 

subject of altering and amending the constitution of th is House, and the conducting the election of 
M embers thereof, be referred to a Select Committee of ten Members, and th a t the Committee have 
power to sit during the adjournm ent of the  House, and to call for witnesses and papers.

Debate ensued.
Motion by leave w ithdraw n.

The Council adjourned a t tw enty  m inutes past six o’clock until half-past four o’clock on W ednesday, the 
3rd instant.

O R D E R S  O F  T H E  D A Y .

W e d n e s d a y , 3 r d  A p r i l , 1 8 7 8 .

Government Business.
O r d e r  of  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A p p r o p r ia t i o n  B i l l .— T o  b e  rea d  a  se c o n d  tim e.

General Business.
O r d e r  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. B e e c h w o r t h  R a t e  V a l i d a t i n g  B i l l .— T o  b e  read  a se c o n d  tim e .

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wed/nesday, Zrd A p r il.

R a i l w a y  B i l l s  C o n f e r e n c e  C o m m it t e e — a t  te n  o ’c lo ck .

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliam ents.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

W EDNESDAY, 3r d  APRIL, 1878.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the Prayer.

P a p e r s .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert, by command of H is Excellency the Governor, presented to the 
Council the following Papers :—

1. Postal Convention between Victoria and U nited  S tates of America (approved by the
Governor 28th M arch, 1878).

2. Diseases and D eaths— R eturn of, 1877, by Chief Medical Officer.
Ordered severally to lie on the Table.

A p p r o p r i a t i o n  B i l l . — T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill being read, the Honorable
H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question— put and passed.
Question—T h at the P resident do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported tha t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed 

to the same w ithout amendment.
T he President having reported tha t the Chairman of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of 

the Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable II. 
Cuthbert, was read a third time and passed.

The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the title of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to apply a sum out o f  the 
“ Consolidated Revenue to the service o f  the year ending on the last day o f  June One thousand 
“ eight hundred and seventy-eight, and to appropriate the supplies granted in  this session o f  
“ Parliam ent.”

Question— put and passed.
Ordered— T h a t a Message be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council 

have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

B ee c h w o r th  R a t e  V a l id a t in g  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill being- 
read, the Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T ha t the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council.
Question—put and passed.
Question— T h a t the President do now leave the Chair—put and passed.
The President left the Chair.
The Chairman of Committees reported th a t the Committee had gone through the Bill and had agreed

to the same w ithout amendment.
The Honorable R . S. Anderson moved, T hat the Report of the Committee be now adopted.
Question— put and passed.
The President having reported th a t the Chairman of Committees had certified tha t the fair print of the 

Bill was in accordance w ith the Bill as reported, the Bill, on the motion of the Honorable R. S. 
Anderson was read a third time and passed.



The Honorable R. S. Anderson moved, T h a t the title  of the Bill be “ A n  A c t to validate a R a te  and 
fo r  other purposes.”

Question—put and passed.
Ordered— T hat a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly to acquaint them that the Council have 

agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

T he Council adjourned a t tw enty minutes past five o’clock until half-past four o’clock on Thursday, the 
4th instant.

N O T I C E  O F  M O T I O N .

T h u r s d a y , 4 t h  A p r il , 1 8 7 8 .

1. The Hon. II. C u t iib e r t  : To move, T h a t the House, a t its rising, adjourn until Monday, 8th instant.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Thursday, \ th  A p ril.

R a il w a y  B il l s  Co n f e r e n c e  C o m m itt ee— at two o’clock.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 4th APRIL, 1878.

The Council m et in accordance with adjournment.

The President took the Chair.

The President read the P rayer.

A d d r e ss  to H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r— R e p l y  to .— T he P resident announced to th e  Coimcil 
th a t he had received from the P riv a te  Secretary to H is E xcellency the G overnor the following Reply 
to the  A ddress to H is Excellency adopted by the Council on the 2nd in s ta n t :—

T he G overnor acknowledges the receipt of the A ddress of the Legislative Council of the 
2nd instant, and, as requested, will forward it to the Secretary of S tate for the Colonies. B u t it 
has, of course, been referred, in the first instance, to the  Responsible M inistry of the Colony ; so 
th a t the  allegations of the  Council concerning the action of the V ictorian Governm ent may, in the 
terms of the Queen’s Colonial Regulations (A rt. 220) be “ duly verified, as well as reported upon, 
“ before they reach the  Secretary of S tate.”

T he  Governor w ill alw ays pay due attention to any representations from either of the 
deliberative branches of the Legislature. B u t the Council cannot fail to be aware th a t the  legal 
opinions respecting the 45th section of the C onstitution Act, to w hich attention is draw n in this 
Address, are a t direct variance w ith  the opinions, not only of the L aw  Officers of the Crown, but 
also of other eminent counsel a t the V ictorian bar, who have been consulted on this subject.

T he  Governor would be glad to add no more. B ut, lest by silence, he should seem to 
sanctioh a proceeding h itherto  (as he is assured) w ithout precedent in A ustralia, he is advised th a t 
it is his duty, on public grounds, to point out the gravity of a departure, not only from Parliam entary 
usage, bu t also from th a t loyal respect for his office which has heretofore always distinguished both
Houses of the V ictorian Parliam ent.

T he Governor regrets tha t, in portions of th is Address, the m ajority of the Council should 
have advanced charges which can be regarded only as a personal and gratuitous attack on the 
Representative of the  Queen, who also him self constitutes one of the three branches of the Legis­
lature. F o r the Council has ignored the first principles of parliam entary government on the English 
model as established in this colony, by attem pting to fix on the Governor the personal responsibility 
of acts of purely local concern, performed by and w ith the advice of his constitutional M inisters. 
From  the error into w hich the Council has thus fallen, it would appear th a t a section of th a t body 
still clino-s to the traditions of th a t prim itive and obsolete form of Colonial G overnm ent which was 
administered w ithout responsibility to the representatives of the people, and w ith  little  regard to the 
public opinion and general wishes of the community, but which was superseded m Victoria nearly a 
quarter of a  century ago by a Constitution framed on the principles of the B ritish  Constitution.

I t  has ever been, and w ill continue to be, the desire of the Governor to treat the Legislative 
Council w ith  the high consideration due to  either House of Parliam ent. B ut it should be clearly 

- understood th a t it  is the duty of a constitutional Governor, in accordance w ith the instructions of 
the Im perial authorities, to follow the advice of his Responsible M inisters, and the well-known 
principles of Parliam entary government, rather than any overt or implied dictation on the part of
a single branch o f the  legislature. . , . .

T he Governor, however, will not perm it this action of the  Council towards bmisclf to 
induce him  to  alter his official relations w ith th a t honorable House or to swerve in the slightest 
degree from th a t neutrality  between political parties which belongs to the Crown which he represents. 
In  other words, he will continue to  give all fair and ju st support to h is M inisters for the time 
beinv so long as they  retain the confidence of the m ajority of the representatives of the  people, 
w hile he w ill remain ready to  give the same support to any other M inisters w hether members 
Tf the  Council or of th e  Assembly, whom the course of Parliam entary proceedings may render it  
necessary for him, a t any future time, to summon to his councils. a  F  TtOWTTiNT

Government Offices,
M elbourne, 4 th  A pril, 1878.



C a s e  a n d  O p in io n s  o n  4 5 t h  C l a u s e  o f  C o n s t it u t io n  A c t .— T he Honorable F . T . Sargood, w ith leave 
of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T h a t the case submitted to  counsel by the Honorable the 
Postm aster-G eneral w ith  regard to the 45th clause of the Constitution A ct, and the opinions he 
read to the Council, together w ith th a t of M r. Williams, to which he alluded, but did not read, be 
laid upon the Table of the House and be printed.

Question—put and passed.

A d j o u r n m e n t . — T he Honorable H . Cuthbert, w ith leave of the Council, moved, w ithout notice, T hat the 
House, a t its rising th is day, adjourn until a quarter to twelve o’clock on Tuesday next.

Question— put and passed.

The Council adjourned a t five minutes to five o’clock until a quarter to twelve o’clock on Tuesday, the 9th 
instant.

N O T I C E  O F  M O T I O N .

T u e s d a y , 9 t h  A p r i l , 1 8 7 8 .

1. The Hon. F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t the Return, o f all appointments made by the present 
Government, laid upon the Table of the House on the 22nd Jan u ary  last, be printed.

G. W. R U SD E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 9th APRIL, 1878.

The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

The President took the Chair. *

The President read the P rayer.

R oyal A sse n t  to B il l s .— T he President announced to the  Council th a t he had received a communica­
tion from the P rivate  Secretary to H is Excellency the Governor, intim ating H is Excellency’s 
intention to proceed to the  Legislative Council Chamber th is  day, a t twelve o’clock, to assent, in 
H er M ajesty’s name, to certain Bills passed by the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly.

A ppo in t m e n t s  b y  P r e se n t  G o v e r n m e n t .— T he Honorable F . T . Sargood, in accordance w ith notice, 
moved, T h a t the  R eturn  of all A ppointm ents made by the present Government, laid on the Table 
of the House on the 22nd January  last, be printed.

Question—pu t and passed.

A ppr o a c h  of H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T he approach of H is Excellency the Governor was 
announced by the  U sher.

R oyal A sse n t  to  B il l s .— H is Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber, and commanded 
the U sher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly in the Council C ham ber; who being 
come w ith their Speaker, he delivered the A ppropriation Bill to the Clerk of the Parliam ents, who 
brought it  to the Table.

His Excellency was pleased to assent, in H er M ajesty’s name, to the  following Bills :—
“ A n  A c t to apply  a Sum  out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the Service o f the Year ending  

“ on the last day o f  June One thousand eight hundred a n d  seventy-eighty and  to appro- 
“ pria te  the Supp lies granted in  this Session o f  P arliam ent?

“ A n  A c t f o r  the continuation o f  an E xp ir in g  L a m ?
“ A n  A c t to validate a R a te  and f o r  other purposes?

T he Royal A ssent being read severally by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in the following words:—

“ In  the name and on behalf of H e r M ajesty I  assent to this A ct.
“ G. F . B O W E N ,

“ Governor.”
The Clerk of the Parliam ents delivered to M r. Speaker'a  Schedule of the A cts assented to.

H is Excellency was then pleased to speak as follows:—

M r. P r e s id e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b le  G e n t l e m e n  o f t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  Council :

M r. S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A ssem bly  :

I  am glad to be able to release you from your legislative duties, after a protracted and memo­
rable session. T he measures w hich you have passed are both numerous and im portant, and will, I  
trust, add to the contentm ent and prosperity of the people.

G rave questions of Constitutional rights and powers have arisen, and been debated and 
maintained w ith inflexible resolution ; but I  rejoice to add th a t a settlem ent has been ultim ately 
found not inconsistent w ith the principles of responsible government and the spirit of the Constitution.

nf tlri| iw m itm p



To avoid, however, the possibility of the recurrence of such a conflict in the future, my 
Advisers will, w ith  all possible despatch, prepare a measure to alter and amend the Constitution 
Statute.

I t  is satisfactory to announce th a t a Land T ax, so long imperatively demanded by the 
country, has become law, and th a t beneficial effects arp already indicated by its operation.

The Railway Construction B ill w ill open up fresh tracts of country, and prove a boon to the 
large number of selectors who have made homes upon the soil.

T he alteration of the Tariff is well calculated to increase production, and at the same time to 
assist commerce.

Friendly Societies in V ictoria have assumed an importance w hich justified comprehensive 
legislation, and I  tru st the B ill passed this session will tend to the consolidation and increase of 
these im portant organizations.

I  regret tha t phylloxera vastatrix  has made its appearance in the vineyards of the colony, 
but the prompt measure of the Legislature will, I  trust, stamp out this scourge in its infancy.

T he w ar recently waged between Russia and T urkey has increased the danger of this colony 
by the possibility of hostilities occurring between the former Pow er and G reat Britain. My 
A dvisers have adopted every possible precaution w ith  the view of placing Melbourne beyond the 
possibility of a successful a ttack  from any quarter.

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

I  thank  you on behalf of H er M ajesty for the liberality of your grants for carrying on the 
public service of the colony and for the further development of its resources.

N otw ithstanding the delay w hich unfortunately occurred in connection w ith the passing of 
the Appropriation Bill, the public works of the colony have been uninterruptedly continued, and the 
adm inistration of justice and of the several D epartm ents of the Government has proceeded without 
intermission.

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

D uring the recess, my Advisers will be enabled carefully to scrutinize the various departments 
of the public service w ith  a view to retrenchm ent.

In  being relieved from your onerous duties you m ust be gratified to know that, under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, the  country has continued prosperous, notw ithstanding the prolonged 
political struggle.

In  the name of H er M ajesty I  declare this Parliam ent prorogued to Tuesday the 21st day of 
M ay next, and it is hereby prorogued accordingly.

M elbourne, 9 th A pril 1878.

W hich being concluded, a copy o f the  Speech was delivered to the President of the Council, and to 
M r. Speaker, and the Legislative Assembly w ithdrew.

H is Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

G. W. R U S D E N ,
Clerk o f  the Council and Clerk o f  the Parliaments.



SELECT COMMITTEES
A P P O I N T E D  D U R I N G  T H E  S E S S I O N  1 8 7 7 - 8 .

No. 1.—ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS.

Appointed (by President’s W arrant) 26th June, 1877. 

T he Hon. Thomas T urner a’B eckett
Robert Stirling Anderson 
H enry C uthbert 
Jam es Balfour

The Hon. W illiam Ilig h e tt
Frederick Thomas Sargood 
Sir Charles Sladen.

No. 2.—ADDRESS IN  REPLY TO GOVERNOR’S SPEECH.

A ppointed 26th June , 1877.

The Hon. F . Robertson 
J .  Gumming 
Sir S. W ilson

The Hon. Sir C. Sladen 
J .  Buchanan 
R . D. Reid 
N . B lack H . Cuthbert {Mover).

No. 3.— STANDING  ORDERS.

The Hon. T he President 
T . T . a’B eckett 
C. J .  Jen n er

Appointed 26th June , 1877.
T he Hon. Sir C. Sladen

H . Cuthbert.

No. 4.—PRINTING .

T he H on. N . B lack
J .  Gumming
W . H ighett

A ppointed 26th  June , 1877.
T he Hon. T . Bromell

J .  A . W allace.

The Hon. T he  President 
F . T . Sargood 
D r. Dobson

No. 5.—LIBRARY (JOINT).

A ppointed 26th Ju n e , 1877.
I The Hon. F . Robertson
' J. Graham.

No. 6.—PARLIAM ENT BUILDINGS (JOINT.) 

A ppointed 26th June , 1877.

'he Hon. The President ' The H “ '
Sir C. Sladen A . 1  laser.
T . T . a’Beckett I

No. 7 .— REFRESHM ENT ROOMS (JOINT). 
Appointed 26tli June, 18 / /. 

rhe H on. T . J. Sumner i The Hon. CL F .B e lch er
T . F . Hamilton j Wllson
R. Simson



N o. 8 .— R A IL W A Y  C O N S T R U C T IO N  B IL L .— TO  P R E P A R E  R E A S O N S  F O R  IN S IS T IN G
ON  A M E N D M E N T S .

A ppointed 23rd October, 1877.

The Hon. T he President ! The Hon. J .  Graham
D r. Dobson j N . F itzgerald
W . H ighett | J .  Balfour
F . T . Sargood I R. S. Anderson (Mover).

N o. 9.— M IN IN G  ON P R IV A T E  P R O P E R T Y  B IL L . 

A ppointed 23rd October, 1877.
T he Hon. Dr. Dobson 

N. Fitzgerald 
F . T . Sargood 
J .  Balfour 
T . T . a ’B eckett

T he Hon. R. Simson
Sir S. W ilson .
R . D. Reid 
J .  P . Bear
J .  A. W allace (M over}.

N o. 10.— P A Y M E N T  O F  M E M B E R S  O F  P A R L IA M E N T .— C O M M IT T E E  T O  P R E P A R E
A D D R E S S  TO  G O V E R N O R .

The Hon. Sir C. Sladen 
F . T . Sargood 
N . Fitzgerald 
J .  Balfour

Appointed 7th November 1877.
T he Hon. J .  Graham  

R . Simson 
Dr. Dobson
R. S. Anderson (M over).

N o. 11.— M E S S A G E  F R O M  L E G IS L A T IV E  A S S E M B L Y .— R A IL W A Y  C O N S T R U C T IO N  
B IL L  A M E N D M E N T S .— C O M M IT T E E  TO  P R E P A R E  R E P L Y  TO  S T A T E M E N T  ON 
S U B JE C T  O F  T H E IR  A L L E G E D  P R IV IL E G E S .

The H on. Sir C. Sladen 
F . T . Sargood 
N . Fitzgerald 
J .  Balfour 
J .  Graham

A ppointed 13th November, 1877.
j T he Hon. T . T . a’B eckett 

J .  Gumming 
j Sir S. W ilson
j R . S. Anderson (M over).

N o. 1 2 .— G O U L B U R N  V A L L E Y  R A IL W A Y  B IL L .— G L P P S L A N D  R A IL W A Y  C O N ST R U C T IO N  
B IL L .—M E S S A G E  FR O M  L E G IS L A T IV E  A S S E M B L Y .— C O M M IT T E E  TO  C O N FE R .

The H on. F . T . Sargood 
R . Simson 
Sir S. Wilson 
R . S. Anderson 
J .  P . Bear

A ppointed 19th December, 1877.
T he Hon. T . J .  Sumner 

J .  A . W allace 
J .  Balfour 
N . F itzgerald  
Sir C. Sladen (M over).

N o. 13.— L A Y IN G  A S ID E  A P P R O P R IA T IO N  B IL L .— A D D R E S S  T O  T H E  G O V E R N O R .

Appointed 9th January , 1878.
The Hon. T . J .  Sumner 

Sir S. Wilson 
Sir C. Sladen (Mover).

The Hon. R. S. Anderson 
J .  Balfour 
N . Fitzgerald
F . T . Sargood

N o. 14.—M E M O R A N D U M  O F  C H IE F  S E C R E T A R Y .— A D D R E S S  TO  T H E  G O V E R N O R
A S K IN G  F O R  C O P Y  O F.

A ppointed 2 2 nd January , 1878.
The Hon. J .  Balfour I T he H on. R. S. Anderson

W. Campbell j  Sir C. Sladen (M over).
J .  A. Wallace ! V J



No. 15.— THE CRISIS—FACTS AN D CIRCUMSTANCES OF, ETC.—ADDRESS TO 
HER M AJESTY THE QUEEN.

The Hon. J .  Balfour
F . T . Sargood 
J .  P . Bear

Appointed 23rd January , 1878.
T he Hon. Sir S. Wilson

Sir C. Sladen {Mover).

No. 16.—THE CRISIS—ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR, A SK ING  FOR COPIES 
OF DESPATCH ES RELATING  THERETO.

The Hon. J .  Balfour
G . F . Belcher 
D r. Dobson

Appointed 12th February, 1878.
T he Hon. J .  Graham

Sir C. Sladen {Mover).

No. 17.— A D D R E S S  T O  H E R  M A J E S T Y  T H E  Q U E E N  IN  R E P L Y  TO  A D D R E S S  FR O M
A S S E M B L Y  O N  T H E  C R IS IS .

A ppointed 19th February, 1878.
The H on. R . S. A nderson I T he H on. F . T . Sargood

J .  Gumming | W . W ilson
D r. Dobson - Sir C. Sladen {M over).
N . Fitzgerald I

No. 18.—MEMORANDUM OF CHIEF SECRETARY.—PAY M ENTS ON VOTES OF LEG IS­
LATIVE A SSEM BL Y ;—AND  UND ER  4 5 t h  SECTION OF CONSTITUTION ACT.— 
ADDRESS TO TH E GOVERNOR.

The H on. R . S. Anderson 
G. F . Belcher 
J .  A . W allace 
F . T . Sargood

A ppointed 20th  M arch, 1878.
T he  H on. J .  Gumming 

Sir S. W ilson 
S ir C. Sladen {Mover).



L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L .

S E S S I O N  1877.

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

IN

C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U N C I L .

R e g u l a t io n  a n d  I n s p e c t io n  o f  M in e s  B i l l .— Clause 6 , Sub-section x x .— N o person under the age of 
eighteen years shall he placed in charge of or have the control of auy steam engine or boiler or any 
other mechanical power used in connection w ith the working of any mine. No person in charge 
of machinery in connection w ith the working of any mine shall under any pretext whatever, unless 
relieved by a competent person for th a t purpose, absent him self or cease to have continual supervision 
of such machinery during the time it is used in w orking the “ mine.” No person in charge of steam 
machinery shall be employed more than eight hours in any one day or in any one continuous period, 
and there shall be an interval o f at least eight hours between any two consecutive periods of such 
employment.

Motion made— T hat all the words after the word “ m in e ” in the sixth line of the above sub-section, to 
the end of the sub-section, be struck out.— {Hon. F . T . Sargood .)

Question— T hat all the words proposed to be struck out be so struck out— put.
Committee divided.

25.rtractetr from tfje i R t n u t e s .

W E D N E SD A Y , 5 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1877.

Contents, 6 . 
The Hon. T . Bromell

N ot Contents, 7. 
T he Hon. S ir C. Sladen

R . D. Reid
W . Campbell
J .  P . B ear
J .  A . W allace
F . T . Sargood ( Teller).

H . C uthbert 
R . Simson
J .  Buchanan 
A . F raser
J .  Gumming 
J .  Balfour {Teller).



L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L .

S E S S I O N  1877.

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

I N

C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U N C I L .

W o .  2J.

iS i t r a r t e t i  fvom tfje i f t i n t i t e s .

W E D N E SD A Y , 1 2 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1877.

No. 1.— R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— Clause 3, Sub-section (i.)— A railway commencing at a point on 
the east side of Swanston street “ n e a r” its junction w ith F linders street, in the city of Melbourne, 
and term inating in the parish of Mulgrave, a t the commencement of the railway from Oakleigh to 
Sale, in the line and upon the lands described in the F irs t Schedule hereto, and such railway and the 
railway from Oakleigh to Sale may be called the Gippsland Railway.

Motion made— T hat the word “ n ea r” occurring in the second line of the above Sub-section of Clause 3 
be struck out, w ith a view to insert the words “ a thousand fe e t  fr o m  ” in lieu thereof.— {Hon. W. 
W ilson .)

Question— T hat the word proposed to be struck out be so struck out—put.
Committee divided.

Contents, 7.
The Hon. J .  Buchanan 

R . D. Reid
F . Robertson 
A . F raser
G. F . Belcher
H. C uthbert
W. W ilson ( Teller).

N ot Contents, 14.
The Hon. Sir C. Sladen 

R. S. Anderson 
R. Simson 
N. Black 
Sir S. Wilson 
J .  Balfour 
J .  Gumming 
T. F . Hamilton 
J .  A. W allace 
N. Fitzgerald 
F . T . Sargood 
J .  P . Bear 
D r. Dobson 
J .  Graham {T eller).

No. 2 .— R a il w a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l .— Clause 3 , Sub-section ( i . ) — A railway commencing at a point on 
the east side of Swanston street near its junction w ith Flinders street, in the city of Melbourne, and 
term inating in the parish of M ulgrave, at the commencement of the railway from Oakleigh to Sale, 
in the line and upon the lands described in the F irs t Schedule hereto, and such railway and the 
railway from Oakleigh to Sale may be called the Gippsland Railway.

Motion made— T hat the above Sub-section be struck out, with a view to insert the following words in 
lieu thereof, v iz .:— “ W ith  a view to the exercise o f  running powers by the Victorian R a ilw ays  
over the ra ilw ay lines o f  the M elbourne and Hobson's B a y  United R a ilw a y  Company, a railw ay  
commencing a t Oakleigh at the po in t o f  commencement o f  the authorized line o f  railw ay fro m  
Oahleigh to Sale, passing through or near Camberwell, and terminating a t the tuest side o f the 
terminus o f  the H aw thorn branch o f  the said company, and a railw ay commencing on the west side 
o j the F linders street station o f  the said company at the Coal Reserve, and term inating at the south­
east side o f  the Spencer street R a ilw ay  Station , in the lines and upon the lands described in  the 
First Schedule hereto, and such railw ays shall be called the Oakleigh Connection o f  the G ippsland  
R a i l w a y { H o n .  S ir  C. Sladen.)



Question— T hat the words proposed to be struck out be so struck out— put.
Committee divided.

Contents, 14.
The Hon. R. S. Anderson 

J .  Graham 
R. Simson 
J .  Balfour 
Sir S. Wilson 
J .  Gumming 
F . T . Sargood 
T . F . Hamilton 
J .  A. W allace 
J .  P . Bear 
N. F itzgerald 
N . Black 
Sir C. Sladen 
D r. Dobson {Teller).

T H U R S D A Y , 1 3 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 18 7 7 .

No. 3 .— R a i lw a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  B i l l . — Clause 3 ,  Sub-section (n .)— A railway commencing at a point on 
the N orth-E astern  Railway at A venel and term inating at Shepparton in the line and upon the lands 
described in the Second Schedule to this A ct, to be called the G oulburn Valley Railway.

Motion made— T h at the above Sub-section be struck out, w ith a view to insert the following words in 
lieu thereof :— “ A  ra ilw ay commencing at the G ravel P its  67 miles 56 chains 10 links on the 
N orth -E astern  R a ilw a y  south-west fro m  A venel, crossi?ig the G oulburn R iver  south-west o f  
M urchison , passing through T a tura  and term inating at Shepparton in the line and  upon the 
lands described in the Second Schedule to this A c t , to be called the Goulburn Valley R a ilw ay .” 
— {H on. S ir  C. S laden .)

Question— T hat Sub-section ( i i .) be struck out— put.
Committee divided.

Contents, 16.
The Hon. W . Campbell 

Sir S. Wilson 
Sir C. Sladen 
T . J .  Sumner 
J .  Balfour 
Dr. Dobson 
J .  Gumming 
R . Simson 
W . H ighett 
F . T . Sargood 
T . F . Ham ilton 
N. F itzgerald
F . Robertson 
J .  P . B ear 
A . F raser
J .  Graham {T eller).

Not Contents, 3. 
T he Hon. J .  Buchanan 

R. D. Reid
II . Cuthbert {Telle?').

N ot Contents, 7.
The Hon. H , C uthbert 

A. Fraser
F . Robertson 
J .  Buchanan 
R. D. Reid
G. F . Belcher
W. W ilson {Teller).



L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C I L .

S E S S I O N  1877.

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U N C I L

W o. 3 .

3S.rtracUfc front tije fHtnutejs .

T U E S D A Y , 2 0 t h  N O V E M B E R , 1877.

No. 1.— G i p p s l a n d  R a i l w a t  C o n s t r u c t i o n  B i l l .— Clause 3.— I t  shall be lawful to make and maintain 
the following railway in the line and upon the lands described in the Schedule hereto and within 
any deviation thereof as herein provided, and all proper works and conveniences in connection 
therew ith (tha t is to say ):— “A  ra ilw ay commencing at a po in t near F linders street in  the city o f  
M elbourne a t the eastern boundary o f  the land  held by the M elbourne and Hobson’s B ay  United  
R ailw a y  Company and  terminating in  the parish  o f  M ulgrave a t the commencement o f  the ra ilw ay  
fr o m  Oahleigh to Sa le  in the line and upon the lands described in the Schedule h e r e t o and such 
railw ay and the railw ay from Oakleigh to Sale may be called the G ippsland Railway.

Motion made— T h at the words “ A  ra ilw ay commencing at a po in t near Flinders street in  the city oj 
M elbourne a t the eastern boundary o f  the land  held by the M elbourne and Hobson’s B a y  United  
R a ilw a y  Company and term inating in the parish  o f  M ulgrave a t the commencement o f  the railw ay  
from  O akleigh to Sa le  in  the line and  upon the lands described in  the Schedule hereto ’’ in the 
fourth and three following lines of the above clause be struck out, with a view of inserting the following 
w o rd s:— “ A  ra ilw ay commencing a t Oahleigh a t the p o in t o f  commencement o f  the authorized  
line o f  ra ilw ay  fr o m  O akleigh to Sa le , passing through or near Camberwell, and  terminating at 
the north side o f  the terminus o f  the H aw thorn branch o f  the Melbourne and Hobson’s B a y  
U nited R a ilw a y  Company at H aw thorn  — {Hon. S ir  C. S laden.)

Question— T hat the words proposed to be struck out be so struck out— put.

Committee divided.
N ot Contents, 6 .

The Hon. Capt. Cole 
J .  Buchanan

Contents, 12.
T he Hon. N . Black

Sir C. Sladen 
R. S. Anderson 
Sir S. W ilson 
R. Simson 
F . T . Sargood 
J .  Balfour 
T . F . Hamilton 
J .  P . Bear 
J .  A . Wallace 
N . Fitzgerald 
J .  Graham {Teller).

A. Fraser
G. F . Belcher 
R. D. Reid
H . C uthbert {Teller).



L E G I S L A T I V E  COUNCIL.

SESSION 18 7 7-8.

W EEK LY REPORT OF DIVISIONS

C O M M I T T E E  O F  T H E  W H O L E  C O U N C I L

W o . 4 .

ISxtracteti from tf)t jB tm tU s .

F R ID A Y , 2 1 s t  D E C E M B E R , 1877.

No. 1.— T o l l s  B i l l .— Clause 1.— N otw ithstanding  the proviso to section 419 of the “ Local Government 
A c t  1874 ” or any A cts amending the same tolls shall on and after the first day of January  One 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight and until the  thirty-first day of December One 
thousand eight hundred and seventy - 66 nine  ” and no longer he payable and collected under and in 
accordance w ith  the provisions of the A ct No. D V I a t the toll-bars toll-gates and toll-houses set 
forth in the Schedule hereto and a t no o th e rs ; and this A ct shall be read w ith and construed as 
part of the  said A ct No. D V I.

Motion made— T h a t the word 66 nine ” occurring in the  th ird  line of the above clause be struck out 
w ith a view of inserting the word 66 eight.”— {Hon. S ir  C. S laden .)

Question— T h a t the word 66 nine ” proposed to be struck out be so struck out— put.
Committee divided.

Contents, 10.
T he Hon. W . Campbell 

T he President 
Sir C. Sladen 
Sir S. W ilson
F . T . Sargood 
J .  Buchanan 
T . F . Ham ilton 
N . Fitzgerald 
J .  Gumming 
R. Simson (T e lle r ) .

N ot Contents, 5.
The Hon. A. F raser

H . Cuthbert 
R . D. Reid 
J .  A. W allace 
J .  P . Bear (T e lle r).



E L E C T O R S  I N  P R O V I N C E S .

R E T U R N  TO  A N  O R D E R  O F T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N CIL. 

TH E H O N O R ABLE W. IIIG H E T T .— 1 8 t h  SE PTEM BER , 1877.

L A ID  ON T H E COUNCIL T A B L E  BY TH E H O N O R ABLE II. CUTHBERT, A N D  ORDERED B Y  THE  
COUNCIL TO BE PR IN T E D , 1 9 t i i  SEPTEM BER , 1877.

A  R e t u r n  s h o w i n g  the N um ber of E lectors for the Legislative Council on the Roll for each Electoral 
Province, distinguishing those who are Ratepayers from those on the General Roll.

N u m b e r  of E le c to r s  o n  t h e  R o lls . N u m b e r  of E le c to r s  on  th e  R o lls .

P ro v in c e s  a n d  D iv is io n s .
R a te ­

p a y e rs . p a y e rs .
T o ta l.

P ro v in c e s  a n d  D iv is io n s .
R a te ­

p a y e rs . R a te ­
p a y e rs .

T o ta l.

C e n t r a l .

Abbotsford 8 6 2 3 1 0 9

S o u t h .  

Anderson’s Creek ... 3 2 Nil 3 2
Boroondara (B ) 1 4 6 6 1 5 2 Bacchus Marsh 8 0 8 8 8
Carlton 8 2 9 3 4 8 6 3 Ballan North 4 5 1 4 6
Eastern H ill 5 0 2 3 5 0 5 B everidge... 4 6 . 1 4 7
Elsternwick 1 5 1 9 1 6 0 Blackwood 2 7 4 3 1
Emerald H ill 5 8 5 6 6 6 5 1 Boroondara (A ) 4 5 5 5 4 5 0 9
Fitzroy East 1 8 6 7 1 9 3 Brighton East 4 2 1 4 5 6
F itzroyW est 2 2 3 1 6 2 3 9 Brighton W est 2 0 1 2 7 2 2 8
Flem ington 1 0 6 4 1 1 0 Brushy Creek 3 3 7 40
Footscray 1 0 2 9 1 1 1 Proadmeadows 3 2 I 3 3
Glasshouse North ... 1 3 0 4 8 1 7 8 Brunswick 1 6 3 17 1 8 0
Glasshouse South ... 8 4 3 4 1 1 8 Bulla 6 6 3 6 9
Hotham 7 1 1 5 8 6 Bulleen 4 6 1 4 7
Jolimont ... 4 1 0 3 8 4 4 8 Bylands ... 51 2 5 3
Northcote (A ) 4 Nil 4 Campbellfield 4 5 1 0 5 5
Quarries . .. 5 8 3 6 1 Caulfield ... 4 5 2 4 7
Railway ... 2 0 3  ' 3 2 0 6 Corinella ... 3 9 7 4 6
Royal Park 1 9 8 3 0 2 2 8 Oranbourne 1 2 4 4 1 2 8
Sandridge 1 4 9 5 1 5 4 Dandenong East 1 0 6 4 1 1 0
South Yarra 4 9 9 2 3 5 2 2 Dandenong W est ... 3 9 6 4 5
St. Francis’s 3 3 1 8 3 3 9 Darebin ... 3 6 4 4 0
St. Jam es’s (Melbourne) 2 8 3 3 2 8 6 D iggers’ Rest 8 1 9
St. Jam es’s (Richmond) 7 9 4 8 3 Donnybrook 41 2 4 3
St. Kilda East 3 8 5 17 4 0 2 Eltham 5 0 4 5 4
St. Kilda W est ..................... 2 1 8 9 2 2 7 Epping 3 8 3 4 1
St. Mark’s 1 2 5 1 7 1 4 2 Essendon ... 9 3 5 9 8
St. Mary’s .3 1 3 8 3 2 1 Gardiner ... • 8 4 9 9 3
St. Patrick’s 9 2 3 II 9 3 4 Gisborne ... 8 0 1 4 9 4
St. P a u l’s 9 0 4 Nil 9 0 4 Heidelberg 5 3 6 5 9
St. Stephen’s 1 5 5 2 8 1 8 3 Kangerong 6 4 Nil 6 4
Swan 1 2 9 1 0 1 3 9 Iveilor 4 7 4 51
U niversity 2 3 1 1 0 2 4 1 Kororoit ... 5 8 5 6 3
W illiam stown North 4 3 5 4 8 Lancefield 1 6 5 17 1 8 2
W illiam stown South 9 4 1 8 1 1 2 Melton 6 1 2 6 3
Windsor ... 2 8 6 2 9 3 1 5 Mordialloc 2 7 N il 2 7

Totals 9 ,2 2 1 5 5 3 9 ,7 7 4
M ulgrave ... 
Northcote (B )

3 8
5 4

1
I

3 9
5 5

A 1.



A  R e t u r n  showing the N um ber o f  Electors for the Legislative Council on the Roll for each Electoral 
Province, distinguishing those who are R atepayers from those on the General Roll— continued.

Number of Electors on the Rolls.

Provinces and Divisions.
Rate- Rate­ Total.p&yers. payers.

S o u t h — continued.
Nunawading 76 5 81
Oakleigh ... 33 7 4 0
Pentridge ... 25 3 2 57
P lenty 41 7 48
Preston 47 13 60
Snapper Poin t 84 6 90
St. Andrew's 22 7 29
The Gap ... 42 2 44
Tullam arine 21 2 23
W hittlesea 23 6 29
W yndkam 41 2 43
Y a n Y e a n ... 25 1 26

T otals 3 ,1 9 4 341 3,535

S o u t h -W e s t e r n .

A nakie 12 4 16
A shby North . .. 103 14 117
A shby South 114 18 132
Ballan South 45 9 54
Ballarat East (Proper) 182 41 2 2 3
B allarat W est (Proper) 440 107 547
B arrabool... 37 6 43
Barwou 37 5 42
Batesford ... 75 3 78
Bellarine ... 54 3 57
B uninyong 89 23 112
Burnt Bridge 26 8 3 4
Colac 171 14 185
Conuewarre 31 14 45
E gerton ... 19 1 20
G eelong North 5 26 59 585
Gordon 52 10 62
Inverleigk 35 2 37
Italian G ully 27 5 32
Kardinia . .. 43 5 48
Linton 49 14 63
L ittle  River 57 , 7 64
M addingley 43 N il 43
Modewarre 15 4 19
Mount M isery 14 N il 14
M ount Moriac 46 4 50
QueensclifE 54 7 61
Rokewood 35 8 43
Sm ythe’s Creek 29 7 36
Sm ythesdale 6 N il 6
South Road 5 1 6
Steiglitz ... 74 10 84
The Leigh 38 4 42
W allington 21 2 23
Warrenheip 103 17 120
W estern Road 113 N il 113
W inchelsea E ast ... 9 2 11
W inchelsea W est . .. 49 4 53
W inter’s ... 33 11 44
W oady Yaloak 14 2 16

Totals 2,925 455 3 ,380

W e s t e r n .

Ararat (B ) 106 8 114
Balm oral ... 26 2 28
B elfast 58 8 66
Branxholm e 80 15 95
Bridgewater 25 6 31
Burrumbeet 21 3 24
Camperdown 8 0 11 91
Caramut ... 79 3 82
Carngham 8 N il 8
Casterton ... 218 11 229
Cathcart (B ) 55 2 57
Darlington 12 1 13
Dartmoor ... 12 3 15
D igby 69 5 74
Ham ilton North 179 11 190
Ham ilton South 26 8 34
Harrow South 46 1 47
H eytesbury E ast ... 46 2 48

Number of Electors on the Rolls.

Provinces and Divisions.
Rate­

payers. Rate­
payers.

Total.

W e s t e r n — continued.
H eytesbury W est ... 77 6 83
H ey wood ... 95 9 104
Lismore ... 15 1 16
Miners’ Rest 1 0 0 7 107
Mortlake . .. 93 6 99
M ount Rouse 79 2 81
Moyne 73 3 76
Portland ... 56 15 71
Raglan 147 7 154
Skipton ... 22 4 26
Streatliam 32 1 33
Terang 1 1 2 4 116
Tower H ill 179 12 191
W angoom 6 8 , 7 75
Warrnambool 123 23 146
W ic k lif fe ....................................... 93 N il 93
W oodford... 150 6 156
Yambuk ... 33 2 35

Totals 2,693 215 2,908

N o r t h - W e s t e r n .

Am herst ... 114 14 128
Am phitheatre 3 N il 3
Ararat (A ) 8 N il 8
Arm strong’s 9 2 11
A voca 76 2 78
Back Creek 46 4 50'
Baringhup East 49 3 52
Baringhup W est 58 1 59
Broadford (B ) 136 4 140
Campaspe
Campbell’s

221 7 228
2 0 tfil 2 0

Campbell’s Creek ... 7 1 8
Carisbrook 57 8 65
Carlsruhe 2 0 4 24
Castlemaine 180 13 193
Cathcart (A ) 37 3 40
Chewton ... 30 1 31
Clunes 116 12 128
Cochran’s ... 23 I 24
Creswick ... 199 11 2 1 0
D aylesford 115 14 129
D unolly ... 119 11 130
Elphinstone 29 3 32
Elysian Flat 139 7 146
Franklin ... 74 6 80
Fryerstown 28 3 31
G lenlyon ... 6 6 N il 66
Glenorchy 89 2 91
Glenpatrick 31 7 38
Great W estern 5 Nil 5
G uild ford ... 21 1 2 2
Harcourt . .. 6 2 8
Harrow North 38 3 41
H eatlicote (A ) 82 6 88
Horsham ... 214 7 2 2 1
Inglewood 57 10 67
Jericho 7 2 9
Kilmore ... 70 16 86
Kingower ... 13 1 14
K ingston ... 60 4 64
Korong 65 1 6 6
K yneton ... 153 11 164
Lamplough 11 1 12
Lexton 61 5 6 6
Lockwood 9 N il 9
Long Gully 6 8 N il 68
M alakhoff 62 2 64
Maldon 108 11 119
Malmsbury 31 1 32
Mandurang 109 7 116
Marong 224 5 229
M aryborough 147 10 157
M ildura ... 6 N il 6
M oliagul ... 1 0 Nil 1 0
Mount Hope 234 2 236
Muekleford 4 Nil 4
Navarre . .. 67 2 69
Newbridge 53 Nil 53



A  R e t u r n  showing the Number of n for the Legislative Council on  the Roll for each Electoral
Province, distinguishing those ' > Ratepayers from those on the General Roll— continued.

Provinces and Divisions.

Number of Eh . >n the Rolls.

Provinces and Divisions.

Number of Electors on the Rolls.

Rutc- N
It:.; • Total. Rate­

payers.
Non-
Rate­

payers.
Total.

N o r t h - W e s t e r n —continued. E a s t e r n — continued.

N ew stead ... 29 1 30 Merton 68 2 70
Pleasant Creek 193 12 205 M id d le  ............................................. 172 16 186
Pyramid Creek 277 277 M itta M itta 5 4 2 56
Reedy Creek (A ) ... 2 1 3 M yrtle Creek 47 2 49
Sandhurst 553 12 565 Omeo 31 1 32
Sandy Creek 52 N il 62 Palmerston 8 1 9
Seymour (A ) 6 N il 6 Reedy Creek (B ) . . . 8 2 1 0
Smeaton ... 106 6 112 Seven Creeks 46 N il 46
Spring Creek 17 Nil 17 Seym our (B ) 21 4 25
St. Arnaud 296 6 302 Snowy Creek 2 N il 2
Strangway s 15 1 16 Stanley 15 1 16
Swan Hill 35 N il 35 T allarook ... 47 1 48
Taradale ... 47 2 49 Tarraville 14- 1 15
Tarrengower 71 Nil 71 Tarrawingee 241 1 242
Tylden 82 4 86 W ahgunyah 91 5 96
Vaughan ... 8 3 11 W angarattn 89 4 93
W liite H ills 142 6 148 W aranga . .. 182 9 191
Woodend ... 23 3 26 W estern ... 217 10 227

--------- W odonga ... 16 2 18
Totals 6,048 311 6,359 W oodside ... 12 N il 12  .

W oolsh ed ... 1 1 2
Yackandandali 75 2 77

E a s t e r n . Y ea ....................................... 79 3 82

Alberton ... 26 5 31 Totals 3,048 153 3,201
Avenel 5 N il 5
Beech worth 180 7 187
Belvoir 2 2 1 23 SU M M A R Y .
Benalla (M urray) . .. 157 6 163
Benalla (Boroughs) 42 10 52
Broadford (A ) 1 0 N il 1 0 Provinces—
Buckland ... 58 8 6 6 C entra l... 9,221 553 9,774
Eastern ... 165 15 180 South ... 3,194 341 3,535
Echuca 398 9 407 South-W estern . .. 2,925 455 3,380
Euroa 6 1 7 W estern 2,693 215 2,908
Heathcote (B ) 33 N il 33 North-W estern ... 6,048 311 6,359
Indigo 105 4 109 E astern ... 3,048 153 3,201
Longwood 148 7 155
Mansfield ... 157 10 167 Totals 27,129 2,028 29,157

W . II . O D G E R S ,
Chief Secretary’s Office, U nder Secretary.

19th September, 1877.



MONEY BILLS AND BILLS INCIDENTALLY 
INVOLVING TAXATION, ETC.

R E T U R N  TO  A N  O R D E R  O F  T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL. 

T H E  H O N O R A B L E  R. S. A N D E R SO N .— 9 t h  OCTOBER, 1877.

L A ID  ON T H E COUNCIL T A B L E  B Y  TH E H O N O R ABLE TH E P R E SID E N T , A N D  ORDERED B Y  THE.
COUNCIL TO B E  P R IN T E D , 1 6 t h  OCTOBER, 1877 .

R E T U R N , showing the M oney B ills rejected, or laid aside, or not proceeded w ith by this House since 
the 16th October 1867, w ith  the reasons (if any) given for the  decision arrived a t ; also of Money 
Bills amended by the  Legislative Council during the same period ; also of Bills incidentally 
involving T axation  amended by the Council during the same period, distinguishing the Bills in 
w hich a free-gift Pream ble was used from those introduced w ith  the ordinary Pream ble.

R E T U R N ,
Showing the M oney Bills rejected or laid aside, or not proceeded w ith since the 16th October, 1867, w ith  

the reasons (if any) given for the decision arrived at, distinguishing the Bills in which a free-gift 
Pream ble was used from those introduced w ith  the ordinary Pream ble.

Short Title of Bills.

Consolidated Revenue B i l la
Pream ble —  “ M o st  G r a c i o u s  S o v e ­

r e i g n  : W e, Your M ajesty’s m ost dutiful 
and loyal subjects, the L egislative Assem ­
bly of Victoria in Parliam ent assembled, 
towards making good the supply which  
we have cheerfully granted to Your Ma­
jesty in th is session of Parliam ent, have 
resolved to grant unto Your M ajesty the  
sum hereinafter mentioned, and do there­
fore most hum bly beseech Your M ajesty  
that it  m ay be en a cted : A nd be it
enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent 
M ajesty, by and w ith the advice and 
consent o f the L egislative Council and 
the L egislative A ssem bly of V ictoria in 
this present Parliam ent assembled and by  
the authority of the same, as fo llo w s:— ” 

Compensation to Members of Parliam ent 
B ill

State A id to Religion Abolition B ill *

H ow  disposed of.

Second reading 
rejected

Reasons for decision arrived at, as recorded in  the 
Proceedings o f the Council.

Second reading 
negatived  

Second reading 
negatived

Question— “ That inasmuch as the Supply  
B ill now before this H ouse does not d is­
close the specific purposes to which the 
m oney required w ill be applied, according 
to the requirements of the 55th section  
of the Constitution A ct and the practice 
of the Im perial Parliam ent, and inas­
much as it  cannot be followed by an 
Appropriation A ct during the existence 
of the present Parliam ent, H is Excellency  
the Governor having announced his in­
tention of immediately dissolving the 
Legislative Assem bly, this B ill be re­
jected—put and passed.”

W hen.

5th Nov. 18 6 7 .

1st D ee. 1869. 

1st Dec. 1869.

a. The body of the Return sets out the Preamble actually  prefixed to the Bill. The form of Preamble agreed to by  
the Conference Committees of both Houses in  April, 1866, was as fo llo w s:— “ M o s t  G r a c i o u s  S o v e r e i g n  : Whereas we, 
Your M ajesty’s m ost dutiful and loyal subjects, the L egislative  Assem bly o f Victoria in Parliament assembled, did, on the  
eleventh day of April, in the year o f Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty-six , freely and voluntarily vote that a 
Supply be granted to Your M ajesty, and whereas towards raising such Supply we did, on the eleventh day of April afore­
said, vote that the several duties hereinafter mentioned be charged W e do therefore most humbly beseech Your M ajesty  
that it  may be enacted and be it  enacted, by the Queen’s M ost Excellent Majesty, by and w ith the advice and consent of the  
Legislative Council and the Legislative A ssem bly of V ictoria in this present Parliam ent assembled, and by the authority
of the same as fo llo w s:— ” . . , . .. .

* marked thus * is required by the Constitution A ct to be passed with the concurrence of an absolute majority of 
the whole number of the members of the Council on the second and third readings before it  can become law.

Land B ills and B ills relating to Gold L icenses and to Gold Export D uty, and to Immigration, have been rejected and 
altered by the C ouncil; but the Council having declared that the Territorial Revenue is distinct from A id or Supply, such 
Bills are not included in this Return.

A 2.



R E T U R N

Of M oney Bills Amended by the Legislative Council since 16th October, 1867, distinguishing the Bills in 
w hich a frec-gift Pream ble was used from those introduced w ith the ordinary Pream ble :—

Nil.

R E T U R N

Of Bills incidentally involving. Taxation, amended by the Legislative Couitdil from '16th  October, 1867, 
distinguishing the Bills in w hich a free-gift Pream ble was used from those introduced w ith the 
ordinary Pream ble :—

Short Title of B ills.

R ailways Loan B ill...

Public W orks Loan B ill 
A battoirs B ill
County Courts Law Am endm ent B ill ...

Local Government A ct Amendment 
B ill

F isheries A ct Amendment B ill

Coroners Statute 1865 Am endm ent Bill
Lands Compensation B ill
Scab B ill ... . ..  ......................

Aboriginal N atives Protection B ill . ..  

Insolvency Law Am endm ent Bill

Stamps B ill
Municipal Corporations Law Am end­

m ent Bill 
Census B ill
W ines, Beer, and Spirits Sale Statute 

1864 Am endm ent Bill

Shires Statute Amendment B ill 
P ost Office Statute Am endm ent B ill ...

Shires Statute Am endm ent B ill 
Impounding Law Am endm ent BUI

W ine, Beer, and Spirits Sale Statute  
Am endm ent B ill

Scab Bill ...

Perm issive Liquors Sale B ill

Diseases in Stock B ill

Perm issive Liquors Sale B ill

Education BUI

Amended by the Legislative 
Council and passed, 

or finally dealt w ith .

23rd September, 1868

24th September, 1868 
1st December, 1869 ... 
29th June, 1869

1st December, 1869 ...

3rd August, 1869

6 th July, 1869 
4th August, 1869 
26th October, 1869. 

B ill finaUy laid aside 
by CouncU 

31st August, 1869

D ischargedf rom Notice  
Paper, 1 1 th Novem ­
ber. 1S69.

25th November, 1869... 
1st December, 1869 ...

2 2 nd June, 1870 
2 2 nd December, 1870...

2 2 nd December, 1870... 
Ordered to “ be read a 

second time this day 
six  m onths” (26th  
September, 1871).

4th October, 1871 
2nd November, 1871. 

Rc-transmiti ed to As­
sembly (14th Novem ­
ber, 1871) and not re­
turned  

Ordered to “ be read a  
second time th is day 
six m onth s” (15th  
November, 1871). 

Ordered to “ be read a 
second time this day  
six m onths” (7th No­
vember, 1871). 

Lapsed.— Committee of 
the whole Council 
ordered “ to sit again 
this day three 
m onth s” ( 2 1 st No­
vember, 1871).

19lh November, 1872...

Ordered to “ be read a 
second time this day 
six m nnihs” ( 1st Oc­
tober, 1872).

28th November, 1872...

Amendments agreed to or not agreed to 
by Legislative Assem bly.

Laid aside by L egislative Assem bly, 
and an Amended Bill sent to Council 
and passed.

Agreed to 
Agreed to
A greed to some, disagreed to one, and 

agreed to others with amendments 
Agreed to some, and to others w ith  

amendments, and disagreed to others

Agreed to 
Agreed to
Agreed to some, and to some with  

amendments, and disagreed to others

Agreed to, w ith consequential amend­
ment

Agreed to
Agreed to some, and to one w ith  

amendment, and disagreed to others 
A greed to

Agreed to some and disagreed to others

Agreed to w ith amendments 
Agreed to some, to others with amend­

ments, and disagreed to others

When Message from 
Legislative Assembly 

communicated to 
Council.

Agreed to one of the amendments, and 
to another with an amendment

25th Sept., 1868. 
2 2 nd Dec., 1869. 
25th Aug., 1869.

28th Dec., 1869.

Not returned 
from Assembly. 

2 0 th July, 1869. 
17th Aug., 1869. 
23rd Dec., 1869.

2 1 st Oct., 1869.

2 2 nd Dec., 1869. 
28th Dec., 1869.

5th July, 1870. 
Not returned 

from Legisla­
tive Assembly. 

22nd Dec., 1870.

25th Oct., 1871. 
Sth November,

1871.

Agreed to some, to others with amend­
ments, and disagreed to others

26th November,-' 
1872. Confe­
rence of both 
Houses.

4th December, 
1872.



Short Title o f  B ills.

Waterworks Statute 1865 Amendment 
B ill

Market Laws Amendment B ill

Local Governing Bodies Loan B ill 
Savings Banks Law Am endm ent Bill.

Fisheries Bill 
Impounding B ill

Market Laws Am endm ent B ill

Supreme Court B ill

Local Government Laws Consolidation 
and Amendment B ill

Local Government A ct Am endm ent 
B ill

Melbourne Harbor Trust Bill 
Pharmacy B ill 
Public Houses B i l l ...

Local Government A ct 1874 Am end­
ment B ill

Melbourne General M arket Site B i l l ...

Local Government A ct 1874 Am end­
ment B ill ( 2 )

State Forests B ill ...

Amended by the Legislative 
Council and passed, 

or ilnaliy dealt w ith.

5th November, 1872. 
Re-transmitted to Le­
gislative Assem bly  
( 2 0 th November,
1872), not returned. 
A n amended Bill was 
subsequently sent 
from A ssem bly and 
passed

Ordered to “ be read a 
second time this day 
six  months ” (19th  
November, 1872).

4th December 1872 ...  
Second reading nega­

tived (14th October
1873).

30th October 1873 ...
1 1 th November 1873...

Ordered to  “ be read a 
second tim e this day 
six  months ” (28th  
October 1873).

Laid aside (4th N o­
vember 1873).

17th Decem ber 1874...

6 th A pril 1876

5tli December 1876 . 
1 2 th December 1876. 
2 0 th December 1876.

2 1 st December 1876 ...

Second reading nega­
tived ( 2 0 th Decem­
ber 1876).

Lapsed after being read 
a second time ( 2 1 st 
Decem ber 1876).

2 1 st December 1876 ...

Amendments agreed to or not agreed to 
by Legislative Assembly.

Agreed to some, disagreed to others ..

Agreed to

Agreed to some and disagreed to others 
Agreed to some, to one with amend­

ments, and made a consequential 
amendment

Agreed to some, to others with amend­
ments, and made consequential 
amendments, and disagreed to others 

Agreed to

Agreed to 
Agreed to
Agreed to some, to others with amend­

ments, made a consequential amend­
ment, and disagreed to others 

Agreed to

When Message from  
Legislative Assembly  

communicated to 
Council.

19th November,
1872.

1 1 th Dec., 1872.

5th Nov., 1873. 
1 1 th Nov., 1873.

Agreed to

2 2 nd Dec., 1874.

6 th A pril, 1876.

1 2 th Dec., 1876. 
2 0 th Dec., 1876. 
2 1 st Dec., 1876.

2 1 st Dec., 1876.

2 1 st Dec., 1876.

N.B.— The term “ M oney B ill ” having been used in the Order, the Returns have been framed in accordance w ith  
the meaning ascribed to that term in England. The term is not used in the Constitution A ct, and it comprises Bills which  
are not comprised by the words of the 56th clause of the Constitution A ct.

Railway Construction Bills were not inclu de! in the Return made in 1867, and are not included in this Return.
Only Bills sent from the Assem bly to the Council are included in these Returns.



VI CT O RI A.

DISMISSED CIVI1 SERVANTS— CLASSIFIED AND 
UNCLASSIFIED.

RETURN TO AN ORDER OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
TIIE H O N O R ABLE G. F. BELCHER,— 22nb JA N U A R Y , J87«-

L A ID  U PO N  T H E CO UNCIL T A B L E  BY T H E  H O N O R ABLE H. C U T H 13ERT, A N D  
ORDERED B Y  T H E  CO UNCIL TO BE  P R IN T E D  1 4 t h  M ARCH, 1878 .

A R E T U R N  of till the Civil Servants, classified and not classified, whose Services have been dispensed 
w ith by the Governm ent from the 1st instant,* showing their positions in the Service, and the Salary 
attached to each ; also, the amount of compensation payable in each case under provision of the 
Civil Service A ct up to the date of the Return.

A R e t u r n  of all the Civil Servants, classified and not classified, who have been dismissed by the 
Government from the 1 st January , 1878, showing their positions in the Service, and the Salary 
attached to each ; also, the amount of compensation payable in each case under provision of the 
Civil Service A ct up to the date of the Return,

CHIEF SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.

Nil.

W, H, ODGERS, Under Secretary.

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

Name. Position. Date of Dismissal. Salary.
Amount of 

Compensation 
under provisions o( 

Civil Service Act.

£ s. d.
Venables, H. P. ... Secretary ... . . .  . .. 2 4 th January, 1 87 8 9 0 0 0 0

Testar, T. H. Accountant . .. ... 5 5 0 0 0

Handfield, W . II...................... Chief Clerk „ 5 5 ° 0 0 "5
Abcott, T. C l e r k ..................................... „ 4 0 0 0 0 <1

Sircom, G. K. „ 3 6 0 0 0
Biirke, R. „ 3 2 0 0 0 "S
Brown, G. W. Inspector-General „ 7 0 0 0 0 02
Siftiom, J. Inspector ... „ 5 5 ° 0 0
Sasse, H. A. „ 5 5 0 0 0 &Main, J. ,, . .. . . . 5 2 0 0 0
Brodribb, T. ,, .U . .. „ 5 1 0 0 0 O
Baldwin, J. „ 4 6 0 0 0 g
Craig, R. 4 1 0 0 0 S3
Holland, J. 5, . . .  . . .  . . . j j 4 1 0 0 0 °
Curlewis, A . C. . .. A ssistant Inspector „ 320 0 0
Shelton, H. 3 00 0 0

Martin, C. 1st A ssistant in Training Institute 3 1 st January, 18 7 8 3 5 0 0 0 Pi
Wilton, J. 2 nd A ssistant in Training Institute „ 3 0 0 0 0 8

0
Allen, J. H. Singing Master ... 3 7 5 0 0 V
Bee, W . J ................................... „ „ 2 5 0 0 0 -2

Binns, C. S. Singing M istress 2 5 0 0 0 %
Bon wick, W . Singing Master . .. jj 4 0 0 0 0

Blanchard, C. , , jj 1 0 0 0 0 p
Brightwell, J., junior „  . . .  . . .  . . . J ) 1 0 0 0 0 +B
Buchan, T. J „ )> 2 0 0 0 0 0

Coupland, S. „ 2 5 0 0 0

Crook, A. T. j ,  . . .  . . .  . ♦ > 2 5 0 0 0 )

* (January 1878.)

A  3 ,



T H E  E D U C A T IO N  D E P A R T M E N T -continued.

Amount of
Nnme. rositlon .' D ate of Dismissal. Salary. Compensation 

under provisions of
Civil Service Act.

£ .V. d.
Cross, W . Singing Master ... 3 1 s t  January, 1878 250 0 0 .

Ford, T. ..................... 375 0 0
lladfield, B. 35° 0 0
Harvey, J. 300 0 0
Hayivard, IT. W . ... 250 0 0 0
Johnson, A . T. M. 350 0 0 9
Lang, A . G. 250 0 0
M illar, A . 100 0 0 9

■2Moore, W . 100 0 0
Perraton, W. 35° 0 0 1
Radcliffe, C............................... 250 0 0

P, u
2 kRennie, J. C. 35° 0 0

R uxton, II. AY. ... 200 0 0 ( 8 . 3
Turner, A . T. ... 
Brunn, L . E. Drawing M aster...

35°
80

0
0

0
0 • 2 ~  

rd  k
Hayward, IT. 250 0 0 £ 0
Kirkland, G. 250 0 0 id
M arteil, F. 250 0 0 0
Peppercorn, J. P . ; 35° 0 0
Shew, E. M................................ 400 0 3
Sutherland, G. ... 3 0 0 0 0
Taylor, F. 250 0 0
Van den ITouten, C. A . 150 0 0

y1AYilson, C. V . 300 0 0

A R C H IB A L D  GILCHRIST,
Education Department, Acting Secretary

1 4 th March, 1 8 7 8 .

D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  A T T O R N E Y -G E N E R A L .

Nil.

B. C. IIARRIM AN,
Crown Law Offices, Secretary to the Law Department.

Melbourne, 2 5 th February 1 8 7 8 .

D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  M IN IST E R  OF JU ST IC E .

Class. Compensation
liemarks.Name. Office. Salary. payable under the

fcssionnl.
Civil Service Act.

Ordinary

£ £  s. d.
Still Commissioner 

of Titles.Bunny, B. F. Judge of County Courts, &c. Salary paid as Com­
missioner of Titles.

Nil.

H ackett, C. P. „ „ I)5°°
Nolan, J. F. „ „ I ,5°° >>
Skinner, C. B. G. ... „ „ 1,500
A kehurst, A . P. Police Magistrate, &c. 650 1,366 13 8
A lley , J. IT. 650 L 3I 3 16 7
Butler, W . 650 1,276 8 2
Call, F ............................. 800 1,277 11 7
Carr, C. W .

”
650 1,146 10 6

Cogdon, J. 650 1,389 5 1
Dow ling, C. C. 650 L353 2 11
Grant, AY. IT. 650 1,329 16 11
Hamilton, J. P. 650 1,303 9 10
Heron, T . D. S. 650 1,502 2 0
ITowitt, A . W. ‘650 761 16 6
Lane, IT. B. £ 650 Being over 60 may

he superannuated.
Langford, G. 
M oliison, C.

650
650

1,091 0 11 
Being over 60 may 
be superannuated.

Ogicr, J . C. II. 650 213 6 4
Ormc, F . IC. 650 j. Being over 60 may
Pasco, C. A. D. 650 j he superannuated.
P itcairn , R. 650 230 4 2
Puckle, F. II. V 650 i ,357 13 2
Richardson, W . L. ... 5° Nil.
Shuter, C .... P olice M agistrate ... 650 1,356 1 2
Smith, B. ... 650 1,281 13 0
Strutt, C. E. 650 I Being over 60 may
Sturt, E. P. S ............... S50 | he superannuated.
Taylor, J. G. 630 1,200 13 10
Tem pleton, W". 6.5 0 1,420 17 1
Thomson, J. C. „ 650 1,402 15 11
AYebster, G. 650 1,237 16 5
AVyatt, A .... ................

650 290 9 9
---



■ Name, Ofilco.
fosston'nl. j 0n'llwry

Salary. Compensation 
payable under the 
Civil Service Act.

Remarks.

Slade, E. ... Coroner ...
£

Nil Nil. Paid by fees.
Gamson, F. 
Worsley, L.

„

Henderson, T. 
Morrison, It. G. 
Holthouse, T. L  ...  
Dobbyn, W. A .

„

Nicholson, J. 
Stobie, D . G. 
Lumley, T. E.
Lintott, E. 
Sparling, W. A .

„

Smyth, Geo.
Bartley, B. J.
Jessun, B ....
Eae, T ............................
Trangmar, G.
Sprigg, A ....
Lees, W. B.
Massy, E. 11. C.
Harsaut, T.
Dicker, C__
Shaw, F. ...
Travis, J . ...
James, H__
Sutherland, W . S. ... 
Wilton, A. C.
Steel, T. H. £
Littleton, T.
Rigby, G. 0 .
Little, T .........................
Hannay, T.
Laidman, F. M.
Youl, R ..........................
Sweetnam, W . F. ...
Bennett, E. J.
Brewer, H. E.
Heily, J. V.
Reid, J. A.
Pounds, J. B.
Robertson, J . S.
Tuck, J. ...
McDonald, H.
Brisbane, M.
McIntyre, J. M. G. ...
Dowling, F. J.
Miller, W . H. 
Hider, J. ...

„

Craig, J. H.
Binder, S . ...
Maclean, D. P.
Bailey, J . ...
Mueller, A.
Armstrong, J . S. ... 
Smith, J. T. T. 
Garnett, W . S.

Prosecutor for the Queen ... 600
600
600

N.B.—The various amounts estimated for compensation are approximate only, as in some instances the necessary checks as to periods of service have 
not been completed in consequence of this return having been repeatedly asked for.

Crown Law Offices, B. C. IIA R R IM A N ,
Melbourne, 2 5 th  February 1 8 7 8 . Secretary to the Law Department.

T R E A S U R Y .

Name. Office. Salary. Compensation
payable.

£  s. d. £  s. d.
Gudemann, R . ... Accountant, 1st Class 800 0 0 1,659 9 9
Hall, Jno. Clerk, 2nd Class 566 13 0 1,215 4 1

Walter, J. C. . .. Clerk, 3rd Class 485 0 0 959 4 10
Haywood, R. ... Clerk, 3rd Class 485 0 0 9*3 5 8
Williams, H. J . Clerk, 4th Class 350 0 0 690 11 9
Forbes, A lex . ... Clerk, 4-th Class 300 0 0 318 12 3
Walker, S. J. ... Accountant, 3rd Class, Government Printing Office 485 0 0 1,019 17 4
Alexander, T . . ..  . ,. Clerk, 4th Class, Government Printing Office . .. 350 0 0 718 0 7
Huntsman, B. ... Overseer, 4th Class, Government Printing Office 350 0 0 *688 18 9
Cartwright, R. J. Reader, 3rd Schedule, Government Printing Office 275 0 0 464 18 6

D i s c h a r g e d  O f f i c e r s  o v e r  60  y e a r s  o f  A g e  e n t i t l e d  t o  P e n s io n s .

Reynell, A . Receiver and Paymaster, 3rd Class 485 0 0 202 1 8
Thomas, John ... Clerk, 4th Class .3 5 0  0 0 110 16 8
Mullen, J . Clerk, 4th Class 350 0 0 145 16 8

* Prior to the discharge of Mr. Huntsman he had applied for permission to retire from the Service under the 42nd section of the Civil Service Act, and
•his case has not yet been decided on.

1 3 th March 1 8 7 8 . E . S. SYM ONDS.



D E P A R T M E N T  O F L A N D S A N D  SU R V E Y ,

Nam e.

Archer, W . H . ... 
Moore, II. B. ... 
Robertson, A . ... 
Clarke, L. 
Harding, F . 
Nixon, Tlios. ... 
Chauncy, P . ... 
Taylor, J , H. ... 
Pinniger, T. W . 
Black, A lex. ... 
M cDonald, G. T. 
Vance, W . J . ... 
Horrell, C. C. . ..  
McLachlan, A ... .  
Noone, John ...  
L evey, J. A . ... 
Sturgess, W . G. 
Raymond, F. B. 
Green, John ... 
Freeman, W . ... 
Thomas, J a s .* ...

rosition.

U N C L A SSIFIE D  OFFICEP
Thompson, Thos. A cting D istrict Surveyor 382 10 0 x
Hardy, John ... „ „ 35° 0 0
Clinch, P . J. B. „ „ 34-o 0 0
Slight, W. Engraver ... 325 0 0
Andrews, W . K. Draftsm an ... 325 0 0
Strong, P . D . ... A cting D istrict Surveyor 307 0 0
Shaw, Jas. R. ’... A ssistant Surveyor ... 300 0 0
Morres, E. A cting D istrict Surveyor 290 0 0
Yuille, J . M. ... Clerk .....................  ........................................................ 287 10 0
Cubley, Chas. ... „ 267 10 0
Pugh, T. N. ... „ 250 0 0
M atthews, P. C. Assistant Surveyor ... 250 0 0 <1
W ebster, C. 250 0 0
Copinger, M. C. Clerk 240 0 0
H all, L. Draftsman ... 238 10 0 >>,0
Ellis, E. „ 236 0 0
W illiam s, J .f  ... 234 0 0 73
Lane, D . J .f  ... Clerk ...  .......................................................................... 228 10 0 > 0
W alker, M. ,, 225 0 0
Edmonds, II. ... „ 225 0 0 a
Thurgaland, J. „ 217 10 0 .0
Price, E. Draftsman ... 196 0 0 ci
Chauncy, A . P. A cting District Surveyor 180 0 0 1
Fitzgerald, E. ... Draftsm an ... 174 10 0 Pi
O’Flannagan, C. Clerk ............................................................................................ 172 3 0 5
Rogers, R. R, ... Draftsman ... 170 0 0 0
Morgan, R. R __ ,, 160 0 0
K elly, II. L. ... „ 156 10 0
L ey, J. L. A . ... 150 0 0
D ow ling, J . E — Caretaker ... 150 0 0
Bogue, J. Crown Lands B a iliff... 120 0 0
Percival, W . S. Clerk ... . ..  .....................  ..................... 120 0 0
Power, J. P. ;.. 100 0 0
Richards, P. E. Draftsman ... 100 0 0
Brown, Thos. ... 60 0 0
Glynn, C . . ... Clerk ............................................................................................ 70 0 0

Salary. Compensation.

CLASSIFIED OFFICERS. £ s. d. £ s. d.
Secretary for L a n d s... 1,200 0 0 2,489 15 S
Assistant Surveyor-General ... 750 0 0 1,504 4 0
Chief Draftsman 600 0 0 i , i8 i 9 0
(2nd Class) D istrict Surveyor 600 0 0 1,770 16 8
(3rd Class) , ,  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 485 0 0 992 5 5

„ „ 485 0 0 947 5 10
5 j „ 485 0 0 985 4 2
„ „ 485 0 0 1,044 19 3
„ , ,  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . 485 0 0 1,001 3 7
„ „ 485 0 0 947 5 8
„ „ 448 6 8 695 9 5

Clerk 485 0 0 989 0 1
„ Draftsman 485 0 0 1,163 5 7
„ • • •  • • • 430 0 0 7 50 5 9
„ Photographer 485 0 0 687 19 0
„ Clerk 411 13 4 463 17 4

(4th Class) Draftsman 35° 0 0 569 7 6
j? „ 35° 0 0 652 0 0
jj „ 350 0 0 612 14 10

cierk” ...  !!! ” ! !’.!
350 0 0 713 19 1
35o 0 0 305 17 6

* Reinstated, included by m istake in the Gcaette notice, t  Reinstated,

Departm ent of Lands and Survejr, F R A N C IS  LONG-MORE,
Melbourne, 6 th  February 1 8 7 8 . Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey,

P U B L IC  W O R K S D E P A R T M E N T .

N am e. Rosition in the Service. Class. Annual Salary. Compensation
Payable.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
W ar dell, W . W . ... Inspector-General of Public Works 1st 1,200 0 0 1,886 17 11
M errett, S. H. ... Chief A ssistant A rchitect and En­ 2nd 600 0 0 1,080 5 3

gineer
803Snow, A . T .............. A ssistant Architect „ 566 13 4 15 9

Clark, J. J ................ „ 5 66 13 4 1,181
803

11 1
M osely, H ................. Engineering Surveyor, &c, 

Measuring and Quantities Surveyor
„ 566 13 4 15 9

Fox, James H . ... „ 600 0 0 219 13 4
Todd, A . C............... Travelling Superintending Inspector 

of W orks ” ■ -
600 0 0 961 15 1

Topping, Henry ... Inspector of W orks 3rd Schedule 300 0 0 410 15 2
O’Connor, George 300 0 0 4 U 9 5
W illiam s, Thos. II. „ 300 0 0 394 7 3
Martin, James 300 c 0 231 13 2
Carr, Leonard 300 0 0 202 7 1
Gordon, Wm. 300 0 0 245 2 4
Martin, J. W . Caretaker of Government House ... 117 0 0 N il .

Pension per annum.Galt, A lexander ... Secretary for Public W orks 1st 700 0 0 280 0 0
Stokes, Wm. Clerk .....................  ................. 3rd 485 0 0 r ,c o 8 0 10



U n c l a s s if ie d  O f f ic e r s  not entitled to Compensation under the Civil Service Act.

N am e. Position in the Service. Annual Salary. Compensation
Payable.

£ s. d.
Moore, Sydney Clerk ........................................................ 275 0 0 Nil
Oxenham, W illiam ... „ 150 0 0
Thwaites, George Caretaker of Furniture 208 0 0 Engaged to leave at a week’s notice.
Gray, John... Inspector of W orks, Temporary Staff 260 0 0 „ „
Anderson, W illiam ... ,, 260 0 0
Reilly, Joseph » „ 260 0 0
H utton, John „ „ 260 0 0
Deans, Archibald 260 0 0
Ravenscroft, George ... 260 0 0
Ivneen, Hugh 260 0 0
M cPherson, Danl.

” 260 0 0 ” ”

R o a d s  a n d  B r id g e s  B r a n c h .

U n c l a s s i f i e d  O f f ic e r s  not entitled to  Compensation under the Civil Service Act.

Name. Position in the Service. Annual Salary. Compensation Payable.

Rowand, Charles
Liddiard, W . W ....................................

Road E ngin eer ... . .. . ..  
Surveyor

£  s. d. 
675 0 0 
300 0 0

N il.
Nil.

Public Works Office,
7 th February 1 8 7 8 .

C H A R L E S L E  C REN ,
A cting Secretary.

M e l b o u r n e  W a t e r  S u p p l y  B r a n c h .

Nam e. Position in the Service. Salary. Compensation Payable.

Taylor, Chas, J . 
Casey, Michael

Superintending Engineer
Clerk .....................  .....................

£  s. d. 
650 0 0 
125 0 0

Nil.
Nil.

W ater Supply Office,
Melbourne, 6 th  February 1 8 7 8 .

C H A R L E S  L E  CREN ,
Secretary,

T R A D E  A N D  C U STO M S D E P A R T M E N T .

Name.

Black, E.
Guthrie, H. M.
Hammond, H. T.
Moody, L. A.
Murphy, James 
Martin, Septimus
Shaw, H. S .......................
Fuller, W ..........................
W oodvillc, W . II. ... 
Joyce, E.
Inglis, T. . . .  •• ...
Coffin, T .............................
Tyson, J.
Turner, J . ...
Stanley, Capt. II. J., R.N.
Ilaslcwood, N.-Lieut. F ., R.N.
Crispo, S. S__
Norgate, J. W . T.

Position.

Clerk in Commissioner’s Office, 4th class 
Collector of Customs, Melbourne, 1st class 
W arehouse-keeper, Customs, Melbourne, 3rd class 
Chief Inspector of Distilleries, &c., &c., 1st class..

Inspector of Licensed Prem ises and Liquors

Adm iralty Surveyor

Assistant do.
W riter
Draftsman

Salary.

£  s. d.
£350 706 13 3
£800 1,920 8 7
£485 945 2 4
£700 1,358 17 5
£500 Nil
£500 Nil

£400, & £ io o T .E x . Nil
£400, & £ io o T . Ex. Nil
£400, & £  100 T. Ex, Nil
£400, & £  100 T. Ex. Nil
£400, & £  100 T. Ex. Nil
£400,&  £100 T .E x. Nil
£ 400, & £ io o T .E x . Nil
£400, & £100 T .E x. .N il
Colonial allowance |  Nil£375 per annum

12s. per diem Nil
6s. 6d. per diem N il '

5s. per diem Nil

Compensation.

These amounts arc subject to revision, the questions raised as to service not being finally settled.

J .  C H A T F IE L D  T Y L E R ,

Departm ent of Trade and Customs, 
5 th  March, 1 8 7 8 ,

Assistant Commissioner of Trade and Customs,



PO ST  A N D  T E L E G R A PH  D E PA R TM EN T.

<yIR General Post Office, Melbourne, 3 0 th January 1 8 7 8 .
Willi respect to the return (moved for by Mr. Belcher) of all Civil Servants dismissed by tlio 

G overnm ent from the 1st January, 1878, I am to state that no officers of this Department, either classilicd 
or unclassified, have been dismissed from the date mentioned.

I  have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

The Honorable the Chief Secretary,- (Signed) S. W. McGOWAN,
&c., &c., &c.

R A IL W A Y  D E P A R T M E N T .

D a te . N a m e . P o s itio n . S a la ry . C o m p en sa tio n .

1S7S. 

January 8 A. P . Mathison 
G. F. Dennis 
T. Higinbotham  
A. W ells ...
W. II. Greene 
W . F. Hardie 
II. Cutkbert

Traffic Manager 
Picrmaster, W illiamstown  
Engineer-iu-Chief 
Resident Engineer 
D itto ...
D itto ...
D istrict Engineer

£  s. d.
750 0 0 
3 2 5  0 0 

1,500 0 0
1.000 0 0
1.000 0 0 

700 0 0 
500 0 0

£  s. d.
1,283 12 0 

152 19 2 
2,4.97 19 8 
1,730 19 1 
1,873 13 0 
1,322 1 2 

937 10 0

00$

£9,798 14 i

Department of Railways,
4 th February 1 8 7 8 .

GEO. T. A , L A V A TER ,
Accountant.

N am e.

R. Francis 
S. D . S. Ilugglinc  
J. B . Drummond

It. Shepherd 
T. G. A . Ilick ey  
E. M. Cairnes 
W . E. W oolaston 
W . A . Sullivan

M IN IN G  D E PA R T M E N T . 

C LA SSIFIED OFFICERS.

P o s itio n  in  th e  S e rv ic e . S a la ry  p e r  a n n u m . C o m p en sa tio n . R e m a rk s .

D iv isio n . C lass. £ s. d. £  s. d.
O rdinary... 2 600 0 0 1,245 16 8

3 485 0 0 998 7 7
„ ... 3 485 0 0 983 4 0 R e -em p lo y ed  in  th e

L a w  D e p a r tm e n t.

„ 3 485 0 0 767 18 4
,, 4 35° 0 0 499 14 0
„ 4 35° 0 0 518 8 6
„ 4 35° 0 0 723 1 5
„ 4 350 0 0 357 5 1

V ic t o r ia n  W a t e r  S u p p l y  B r a n c h ,

G, Gordon Professional 1 £1,200, and £240 per 581 6 0
annum as travelling
allowance.

U N C L A SSIF IE D  OFFICERS.

N a m e . Office. S a la ry  p e r  a n n u m . C o m p e n sa tio n .

£  s. d.
W . Nicholas Clerk ..................... 350 0 0 Not legally  entitled to 

compensation under the 
provisions of the Civil 
Service Act.

J. B. Simmons D itto 300 0 0 D itto.
A . Everett Draftsman 300 0 0 D itto.
E. R. Morris Ditto 240 0 0 Ditto.
S. McDonnell Ditto 290 0 0 Ditto. •
,T. Finnic * Lithographic printer 18s. per day Ditto.
G. L usty* Ditto 13s. „ Ditto.
11. Lane v . Assistant ditto 5s- Ditto.
R. A . F. Murray f  ... Geological Surveyor 4°s. „ Ditto.
F. M. Krause D itto 35s - „ Ditto.
N. Taylor Ditto 35s - „ Ditto.
F. R. Ellis ± ..................... W arden’s Clerk £275 per annum ... D itto.
W . R. Rundell ..................... A ssistant ditto £150 „ D itto.
J. Anderson Assistant ditto £100 „ Ditto.
J. C. Newbery A nalyst ... £200 „ Ditto.
Caleb Thomas § A ssistant Surveyor £1 per day ... Ditto.

R e m a rk s .

* S ince re - e m p lo y e d .  f  M r. M u rra y  w a s  a t  one t im e  a  classified  officer in  t h e  G eo log ica l D e p a r tm e n t,  a n d  rec e iv ed  co m p e n sa tio n  w h e n  h is
se rv ic e s  w e re  d isp en sed  w ith  in  th e  y e a r  1 8 6 8 , w h ic h ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  re fu n d e d  w h e n  re -em p lo y e d .-1— t  S in ce  r c -c m p lo y c d  in  th e  L a w  D e p a r tm e n t.  
■------§ S ince re in s ta te d .



U n c l a s s i f i e d  O f f i c e r s — continued.

Name. Office. Allow ance per annum. Compensation. Remarks.

£ A', d.
A . W . H owitt IO O 0 0 Not legally  entitled to 

Compensation under the 
provisions of the Civil 
Service A ct.

F. McCoy Palccontologist. 1 5 0 0 0 Ditto.
T. Cowan... Inspector of M ines... 2 0 0 0 0 Ditto Still employed

Mining Surveyo
R  M. H arvey D itto 5 ° 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
J. Lynch ... D itto 5° 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
J. Stevenson Ditto 5 ° 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
R  Arrowsmith Ditto 2 5 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
B . O’Leary 
J. Smith ...

D itto 4-o 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
Ditto 2 5 0 0 D itto Ditto.

T. L. Brown Ditto 4 0 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
M. Am os ... D itto 5 ° 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
IL Archdall D itto 2 5 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
R  N ankivell D itto 25 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
IL C. B ate ..................... D itto 5 ° 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
H. B. Nicholas Ditto 3 0 0 0 0 Ditto.
H. Davidson Ditto 5 ° 0 0 Ditto Ditto.
J. F. O’Dwyer Ditto Paid only as Mining D itto Ditto.

Surveyo r

V ic t o r i a n  W a t e r  S u p p ly  B r a n c h .

Salary.
G. Smellie Engineering Clerk... £400 per annum ... Not legally  entitled to

Compensation under the 
provisions of the Civil 
Service A ct

-

J. B. Henderson A ssistant Engineer £500 per annum and D itto.
£180 ditto, travel­
ling allowance

W . H. Ackland * ... Clerk ..................... 1 os. per day Ditto.
A . E .T earce D itto 5s. per day Ditto.
W . J. Bedford * Ditto 6s. 6d. per day Ditto.
E. C. Carr ..................... D itto £275 per annum ... D itto.

* Since reinstated.
T H O S . C O U C IIM A N ,

Secretary for Mines.



DESPATCHES PROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

LAID ON T H E  COUNCIL T A B L E  B Y  T H E  H O N O R ABLE II. C U TIIBE R T, A N D  ORDERED BY THE
CO UNCIL TO B E  PR IN T E D , 2 8 t h  MARCH, 1 8 7 8 .

The R ig h t Honorable the Secretary o f  State fo r  the Colonies to H is  Excellency the Governor o f
Victoria.

Sir , Downing street, 28th January  1878.
I  have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your D espatch No. 173 of the 26th of November, 

forwarding, w ith  other documents, a copy of an A ddress which had been presented to you by the Legislative 
Council respecting the course which it was understood was about to be adopted by your M inisters in 
connection with the question of the paym ent of the Members of the Victorian Parliam ent.

I  have to convey to you my approval of the action which you took upon this occasion.
I  have, &c.,

Governor Sir G, F . Bowen, G .C .M .G ., (Signed) C A RN A RV O N *
&c., &c., &c.

The R ig h t H onorable the Secretary o f  S ta te  f o r  the Colonies to H is  Excellency the Governor o f
Victoria .

S ir , Downing street, 28th Jan u ary  1878.
I  have the honor to acknowledge the receipt o f your D espatch No. 178 of the 28th November, 

informing me of the circumstances in w hich the Legislative Council of V ictoria had throw n out a Bill, of 
which you enclose a copy, which had been introduced by your M inisters into the Legislative Assembly, 
having for its object to provide the sum required for the execution of the Defence W orks recommended by 
Sir W. Jervois. y

I  trust th a t the  differences w hich have unhappily arisen between the two Houses of the Legis­
lature will not be allowed to interfere for any lengthened period w ith the performance of the duty 
generally recognised by the community, of providing the colony w ith an adequate system of defence.

I  have, &c.,
Governor Sir G. F . Bowen, G .C.M .G ., (Signed) C A R N A R V O N .

&c., &c., &c.

The R ig h t Honorable the Secretary o f  State f o r  the Colonies to H is  Excellency the Governor o f
Victoria.

S ir , Downing street, lo th  February 1878.
M y predecessor caused to be forwarded to the India Office a copy of your Despatch No. 161, of the 

1st of November, containing additional information in respect of the contributions in Victoria towards the 
Indian Fam ine Relief Fund, and I  have much pleasure in forwarding to you the accompanying copy of a 
letter which has been received in reply ; and I  request th a t you will take measures for making known to 
the Members of your Government, and to the inhabitants of the colony, the expression of thanks on the 
part of the Secretary of State for In d ia  which is now communicated to you.

I  have, &c.
Governor Sir G. F . Bowen, G .C.M .G., (Signed) M. E . H IC K S  B E A C H .

&c., &c., &c.

[Enclosure in D espatch No. 10 of 1878.J 
( co py .)

In d ia  Office to Colonial Office.
Sir, India Office, 7th February 1878.

I  am directed by the Secretary of S tate for India in Council to acknowledge the receipt of 
Mr. Meade’s letter of the 29th December, enclosing copy of a D espatch from the Governor of Victoria,

4 ,

V i c t o r i a .  

N o. 13.

V i c t o r i a .  

No. 12.

V i c t o r i a .  

N o. 10.

7tli Feb., 1878.



V i c t o r i a .

iu which it is stated th a t a sum of £19,000 has been transm itted to the Government of Madras by that 
colony as a contribution to the Fam ine Relief Fund.

2 ."In  reply, I  am desired to request that, w ith  the permission of the Secretary of S tate for the 
Colonies, the cordial thanks of the M arquis of Salisbury may be expressed to the Government and to the 
inhabitants of the colony of Victoria for this munificent proof of the sym pathy w ith which the distresses 
of the inhabitants of India are regarded by their fellow subjects iu A ustralia,

I  am, &c.,
To the U nder Secretary of State, (Signed) L O U IS  M A L L E T .

Colonial Office.

The R ig h t H onorable the Secretary o f  S ta te  f o r  the Colonies to H is E xcellency the Governor o f
Victoria .

S i r , ' ■ ' Downing street, 15th February 1878.
I  have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch No. 199, o f the 26th December, on 

the subject of the interruption of Parliam entary business resulting from the difference which has arisen on 
certain constitutional points between the tw o Houses of the Legislature. I  have also received the tele­
grams, of which separate acknowledgments have been sent to you, and on the 9th instant I  addressed to 
you a telegram, a copy of w hich is also separately transm itted.

I  have perused w ith much attention the correspondence on this subject, including the previous 
D espatches addressed to you by my predecessor, in which you describe fully and clearly the earlier stages 
of the dispute. A s I  may expect to receive in a very few days the Memorandum of your Ministers, which 
you inform me has been despatched by way of San Francisco, I  will not on the present occasion express 
any opinion on the merits of the case, but will now merely convey to you my approval of your efforts 
to maintain an im partial attitude, and to avoid interference w ith the responsibility of your Advisers.

I  have, &c.,
Governor Sir G. F . Bowen, G .C.M .G., (Signed) M. E. IIIC K S  B E A C H .

&c., &c., &c.



CASE AND OPINIONS ON CLAUSE 45 OF CONSTITUTION ACT.

R ETURN TO A N  ORDER OF THE LEG ISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
T H E  H ONORABLE F. T. SA RG O O D.—4 t i i  A PR IL , 1878.

ORDERED B Y  T H E  COUNCIL TO B E  P R IN T E D  4t h  A P R IL , 1878.

T H E  C O N S T IT U T IO N  A C T , S E C T IO N  45, A N D  T H E  A U D IT  A C T .

C o u n se l  is requested to consider and advise on the following questions:—
1. Is  not the 45th section of the Constitution A ct (19th V ictoria) in effect a special appropriation 

of the amount of all the costs, charges, and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt of 
the revenue, such expenditure to be reviewed and audited as directed by the Legislature ?

2. By the 22nd Victoria, cap. 86, section 11 (A udit A ct), every collector of imposts or other person 
in the public service to whom any money shall be legally payable for or on account of the Consolidated 
Revenue, m ust pay all money which shall come to his possession to the Receiver of Revenue. B y section 15 
every receiver m ust pay all moneys into a bank to the public account. I t  is contended tha t up to this point 
there is no room for legally deducting the costs of collection. A ll money m ust be placed to the public 
account, and by section 24 all moneys paid to the public account shall be drawn from the said account in the 
following manner only, th a t is to say :— The T reasurer is to calculate w hat he wants, classifying and 
arranging it under the divisions and subdivisions employed in the appropriation thereof, and then the 
Commissioners are to certify. I t  is contended th a t w ithout an A ppropriation A ct, or a vote applied by the 
W ays and Means A ct, called here a “  Supply B ill,” the T reasurer cannot make the classification or 
arrangement in the  required divisions and subdivisions. Counsel will please advise w hether the 45th 
section of the Constitution A ct is repealed by any of the provisions of the A udit A ct, as it is submitted 
that they are inconsistent w ith  and contrary to the Constitution Act, and generally thereon.

Opinion o f  Geo. I I . F . Webb, Esq.
1. In  my opinion the 45th section of the Constitution A ct, being a charge upon the Consolidated 

Revenue of “  all the  costs, charges, and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt 
“  thereof,” is in effect a special appropriation of the amount of such costs, charges, and expenses. By 
section 44 the gross revenue (i.e., all taxes, &c., from w hatever source arising) is to form “ one consolidated 
“ revenue" to be appropriated “ subject to the charges hereinafter mentioned.” Section 45 makes one charge 
upon the Consolidated Revenue—the cost of collection. Section 46 directs paym ent out of the Consolidated 
Revenue of the Civil L ist enumerated in Schedule D. This is in effect another charge upon the Consolidated 
Revenue, although the word “ charge” is not used. Then by section 55, “ after and subject to the payments 
“ to be made under the provisions hereinbefore contained,” all the Consolidated Revenue is made subject to 
be appropriated by the Legislature, and it is by this section expressly provided that the consolidation of the 
revenue shall not affect the paym ent of any sums theretofore “ charged ” upon the revenue, thus covering 
both the charge of the cost of collection by section 45 and the Civil L ist given by section 46. T he  
Constitution A c t was a m atter o f bargain or contract between the Crown and the colony, the Crown taking 
a  Civil List, and in consideration of it giving up all its territorial and other revenues from whatever source. 
I t  was, therefore, only reasonable that, as the Civil L ist was to be paid out of the Consolidated Revenue, 
provision should be made for the cost of collecting tha t revenue w ithout rendering it  dependent upon the 
passing of an annual Appropriation A ct. T he cost of collection is thus, in my opinion, made a first charge 
upon the revenue collected, in this respect following w hat up to the 17th and 18th Victoria, cap. 94, was 
both the law and the practice in England as to the expenses of the collection of the Consolidated Revenue 
there. T his was, in fact, the law in England a t the time of the passing of the Constitution Bill in 
Victoria, which was reserved for the Royal A ssent on the 25th M arch 1854, the 17th and 18th Victoria, 
cap. 94, not being passed until the 10th A ugust 1854. A  reference to Schedule B of this A ct will show 
th a t the cost of collection and management of the revenue of the Customs, the Inland Revenue, and the 
P ost Office was, under various Acts, charged upon the revenue of the Customs, the Inland Revenue, and 
the P ost Office respectively, and these charges were independent of the control of Parliam ent, as is evident 
by the preamble of the A ct and by section 1, which enacts that those charges shall cease to be so charged,

A  5 .



and shall be paid out o f such A ids or Supplies as may be from time to time provided and appropriated by 
Parliam ent. The 45th section of the Constitution A ct, in my opinion, constitutes a special appropriation 
equally w ith the 46th section, and by section 55 they are both equally made paramount to the power of 
appropriation by any subsequent A ct of the Legislature. T he same form of expression is used in section 4 
of the A udit A ct (No. 86), w here the salaries of the A udit Commissioners are specially appropriated, viz.
“ such salaries shall be a charge upon and paid out of the Consolidated Revenue.” To compare the three 
sections: Section 45 of the Constitution A ct makes a “ charge” w ithout saying anything of payment; 
section 46 directs paym ent w ithout calling it a charge; and section 4 of the A udit A ct uses both 
expressions, “ shall be a charge upon and paid out of.” T hey are all three, in my opinion, the same in 
efleet, and each constitutes a special appropriation.

2. I f  section 45 constitutes a special appropriation, I  am of opinion tha t there is nothing in the 
A u d it A c t am ounting to a repeal of it by implication. I f  so, there is equally a repeal by implication of 
section 46, granting  the Civil L ist to the Crown; and the A ud it A ct, not having been reserved for H er 
M ajesty’s assent, as required by section 60, is wholly invalid and inoperative. The Consolidated Revenue 
spoken of in the Constitution A c t and the A udit A ct is, as I  have already pointed out, the gross revenue 
received. By sections 11 and 15 of the A udit A ct the entire of this is to be paid into the public account. 
Being there, it can only be got out again by a w arrant under section 24. B ut if by reason of the necessity 
for inserting in the w arran t “ the divisions and subdivisions employed in the appropriation thereof,” such 
w arrant can only be drawn after an A ppropriation A c t or a Supply B ill has been passed, then the same 
necessity exists for inserting these particulars, w hether the money is drawn for the cost of collection under 
section 45, for the Civil L ist under section 46, or for the  paym ent of the salaries of the A udit Commissioners 
under section 4 of the A ud it Act. T his amounts to saying th a t the A udit A ct, by implication, repealed 
all past special appropriations for the public service, and th a t no such special appropriation for the future 
could be of any avail unless made so as to show divisions and subdivisions in the same manner as is done 
upon the Estim ates for the year and the annual A ppropriation A ct. T his would only apply where the 
paym ent was for the public service, for w here not for the public service the “ purpose ” may be stated in 
the  w arrant. A  large part of the Civil L ist given by Schedule D is for the public service— certainly parts 1, 
2, 3, and 4— and if  the contention as to the effect of section 24 of the  A udit A ct be correct, this much, at 
all events, of the Civil L ist m ust have been repealed by implication also. The A ct 17th and 18th Victoria,, 
cap. 94, section 1, expressly repeals w hat up to th a t time had been a charge upon the revenue— i.e., the 
cost of collection— by enacting th a t it “ shall cease to be so charged and payable,” but the A udit Act 
contains no analagous enactment. • F or the reasons above given, I  am of opinion th a t there is no repeal 
by implication of the charge created by section 45 of the C onstitution A ct; or th a t if there is, then that 
the  A ud it A ct is void for not having been reserved for the Royal A ssent, and, for this reason, does not 
repeal the charge in question.

G EO . II . F . W EB B .
Tem ple Court, 19th M arch, 1878.

Opinion o f  the H on. S ir  B ry a n  O 'Loghlen, B art.
I  am of opinion th a t the 45th section of the Constitution A c t effects a special and preferent 

appropriation of the Consolidated Revenue of Victoria.
According to the 44th section of th a t A ct, all the taxes and other public income of Victoria, from 

w hatever source arising, are to form “ one Consolidated Revenue, to be appropriated for the public service 
“ of the colony of V ictoria in the m anner and  subject to the charges hereinafter m entioned .”

Then the 45th  section provides th a t “ the Consolidated Revenue of V ictoria shall be perm anently  
“ charged  w ith all the  costs, charges, and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt 
“  thereof.”

So th a t while the 44th section says, as above, th a t “ the Consolidated Revenue ” is to be dealt with 
by the V ictorian Legislature “ subject to the charges hereinafter mentioned,” the first “ charge ” that ia 
mentioned is in this 45th section— reasonably providing for and giving a preferent claim to the cost of the 
collection and m anagem ent of th a t very revenue.

T ha t, to my mind, is the first special appropriation or perhaps more correctly reservation under this 
A ct. T he nex t section, the 46th, appropriates a specific sum of £112,750 for certain purposes. Two or 
three succeeding sections go on to appropriate mouey for pensions. A nd then comes the 55th section,, 
w hich provides “  th a t a fter and subject to the paym ents  to be made under the jw v is io n s  hereinbefore 
“ contained” (evidently  the 45th  and 46th sections) “ and to any pensions now payab le” (which are 
provided for in the 49th, 50th, 51st, and 52nd sections) balance is to be dealt with.

T he first th ing to be noticed is th a t paym ents  are to be made under these provisions (45tli and 46th) 
(and other than the pension sections) in liquidation of the identical charges mentioned in the 44th section..

H ere then are three distinct special and preferent appropriations or reservations out of the Con­
solidated Revenue of V ictoria.

T here is first the appropriation for the costs, charges, and expenses incident to the collection, man­
agement, and receipt of revenue, which appropriation is not defined in amount, because a t the time this Act 
was passed and previously when similar A cts were passed no estimate could be made as to what future 
revenue m ight be, or as to the cost of its collection. Therefore no sum is specified. T he second appro­
priation is for a specific sum ; and the th ird  for pensions fixed in amounts but variable in its annual total 
by the number of individuals who m ight enjoy them.

These three appropriations or reservations are all referred to in the 44th section as “ the charges 
“ hereinafter m entioned” to which the appropriation of the Consolidated Revenue by the Victorian Legis­
lature is to be subject, and it is after  and subject to paym ents  under these several provisions according to 
the 55th section that this Legislature can appropriate the balance— in fact they have to be provided for 
out of th a t revenue before the balance can be dealt with.

A  practice has sprung up of disregarding this 45th section and providing for all these costs, charges, 
and expenses in the annual A ppropriation A c t ; but the question is not one of practice, bu t of legality t 
and I  have no doubt th a t the legal course is to act in accordance w ith the 45th section.



I t  has been contended th a t the concluding words of the doth section— “ such expenditure to he 
“ reviewed and audited as directed by any A ct of the Legislature ”— refer to an annual A ppropriation Act, 
which is the last A ct of the session; but, in my opinion, they in themselves exclude any such interpretation, 
for the words refer evidently to a reviewal and audit (after  the moneys had been expended) by the A uditor- 
General or other officers in the w ay directed  by the Legislature, and not to any action of the Legislature 
itself reviewing or auditing expenditure— (and it may be here noted tha t (he use of the word expenses 
in this section, combined w ith an audit, completely explodes the construction th a t this section creates a bare 
charge and is not an appropriating section).

In  tracing the history of this section it will clearly appear th a t this is an appropriating section—  
making a special and prefercnt reservation— and th a t the  audit is a procedure subsequent to the expen­
diture.

U nder the 9 th  of George IV ., cap. 83, section 27, produce of duties was to be applied as the 
Governor w ith the advice of his Legislative Council should appoint ; but the application thereof was to 
be “ accounted for'’’’ to the Crown as the English  T reasury  should appoint. I t  is thus perfectly clear th a t 
in a .d . 1828 the procedure was expenditure first and audit afterwards by a different body from the 
appropriating one.

T he nex t S tatute was the 5 & 6 V ictoria, cap. 76 ( a .d . 1842), w hich contains in its 26th section 
nearly the ipsissima verba of the 45th section of our Constitution A ct, and thus runs :—

“ A nd be it enacted tha t the said revenue of the Colony of N ew  South W ales shall be perm anently 
charged with all the costs, charges, and expenses incident to the collection, management, and receipt 

“ th e reo f; such costs, charges, and expenses being subject nevertheless to be regulated  and audited  in such 
“ manner as shall be directed by any law  of the Governor and Legislative C ouncil”— clearly showing tha t 
the intent was tha t a law  m ight direct regulation and audit o f such expenditure, but not th a t the Legislature 
should audit it itself by the A ppropriation A ct. A nd  this is clearer from the 37th section of same A ct, 
which directs specific appropriated sums to be accounted fo r  to H er M ajesty’s Treasury in England ; and 
tha t this “ regulation and  a u d it” has nothing to do w ith  a N ew  South W ales A ppropriation A c t is still 
more clear from the use of the word “ deductions ” in the 34th section, showing th a t local appropriation can 
only act on the balance after the reservations have been provided for. T h is 34th section is equivalent to 
our 44th, but in ours the word “ deductions” has been left out.

T he next* S ta tu te  is the  13 & 14 Victoria, cap. 59, and of this A ct, which constitutes V ictoria a  
colony, the 15th section is conclusive. (D ate 1850.) I t  is nearly the same as the quoted section (36th) 
of the 5 & 6 V ictoria, cap. 76. but enacts th a t such costs and charges and expenses of duties of im port 
and export are to be regu la ted  and audited  in such m anner as shall be directed by the E n g lish  Treasury , 
and those of all other branches of revenue which are subject to be locally appropriated  to be regulated  
and audited  in such m anner as shall be directed  by local laws.

T his section is, in m y opinion, historically conclusive, apart from the construction, which is manifest, 
in my opinion, on the face of the 44th, 45th, and o5th sections of our A ct. I  may also add th a t the 14th 
section of the 13 & 14 V iet., cap. 59, w hich is equivalent to  our 44th, uses the words “ w ith * th e  
“ deductions and subject to the  provisions herein contained,” before it confers on the local Legislature the  
power of appropriating the balance.

W e thus find historically th a t the A ct of ’28 provides for an audit apart from and subsequent to 
expenditure, and those of ’42 and ’50 made the costs and charges of collecting revenue, &c., a ‘ deduction , 
reservation, or preferent appropriation before the balance o f revenue could be dealt w ith by the local 
Legislature, and further provides th a t these costs, &c., should be variously regulated and audited either by 
local laws or the E ng lish  T reasury, w hich clearly excludes the contention th a t an A ppropriation A ct is 
intended in the concluding words of the 45th section, namely, “ to be reviewed and audited.

I t  has been further contended th a t the  A udit A cts 21 Viet. No. 24 (now repealed), and 22 V iet. 
No. 86, have impliedly repealed the 45th section of the Constitution A ct, a .d . 1855.

Now first as to the m atter of fact. I  cannot construe any section of the A udit Acts as negativing, 
much less necessarily negativing, the  provisions of the 45th section.

T he principle of repeal by implication is th a t the  la tte r S ta tu te  is couched in negative terms, or 
where its m atter is so clearly repugnant th a t it necessarily implies a negative. On the othei hand, t\s o 
affirmative S ta tu tes whose substance is such th a t both may stand together shall have a concuuent. efficacy.

In  th is case, in my opinion, the Constitution A c t of 1855, and the existing A udit A ct Bo. 86, are 
affirmative, and can both be read together and stand together.

T he review  and audit referred to in the 45th section m ight have been carried out under the 24th, 
25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th sections of the  repealed A udit A ct No. 24, and now could apparently under 
the 31st, 32nd, 33rd, and 34th  sections of the present A c t No. 86, which provide for an audit report and 
surcharge on the T reasurer of any disallowed expenditure.

B ut it  is alleged th a t the  15th and 24th sections of the A udit A ct No. 86 are repugnant to the 45th 
section, more particularly as they create a banking account which is termed the “ Public Account (w hich 
is not to be confounded w ith  H er M ajesty’s E xchequer, but is in reality the “ Consolidated Revenue 
Account,” or, perhaps, more correctly the “ Consolidated Revenue of Victoria m the I  ublic Account ).

A ll moneys have to be paid into this account by the 15th section of the A udit A ct, and by the 24th 
have to be w ithdraw n on the T reasurer’s w arrant, countersigned by the Commissioners of A udit, and 
approved by the Governor. .

N ow  this section is read in support of this contention down to the words “ appropriation thereof,' 
entirely omitting the latter portion of the section. Now referring to the 44th section of the Const,tut,on 
A ct 18,15, the meaning of the words “ Public service ” and the “ appropriation theieof is manifest. What 
can be appropriated by the local Legislature for the Public service goes under first portion of the 24th 
section of Audit Act and the first column of the Schedule form in number " 7  schedule W hat is no 
appropriated by the local Legislature, but is nevertheless payable out of the Consolidated Revenue ot 
Victoria under the provisions of the Constitution A ct (sections 4o to 54) is drawn lor by the 1  reasurcr 
under the words in that 24th section of the Audit A ct “ or stating if not for the Public service the purpose, 
and the second column of the same Schedule form points out the place in the warrant to do so.



There is nothing, therefore, inconsistent w ith the 45tli section in these sections of the A udit Act. 
A ll the Consolidated Revenue goes into the “ Public Account,” and when there is liable to the operation of 
the 45th as well as of the 46th, 49th, 50th, 51st, and 52nd sections oE the Constitution Act. Thus to my 
mind there is no repugnancy between these Acts. Roth arc affirmative and both can stand. The case of 
the Conservators of the Tham es v. Ila ll, 1 L .R .C .P ., p. 419 (a .d . 1868), is in point. Mr. Justice Byles 
says, “ T he Court m ust be satisfied th a t the two enactments are inconsistent before they can from the lan- 
“ guage of the later imply a repeal of an express prior enactment.” Judge K eating says, “ W e are bound 
“ to satisfy ourselves th a t it is a necessary i m p l i c a t i o n a n d  Mr. Justice  M. Smith, “ The rule as laid down 
“ by Sir Orlando Bridgman in Lyn v. W yn (B rid g m a n ’s Judgm ents, pp. 122-127) is tha t the law will not 
“ allow the exposition to revoke or alter by construction of general words any particular Statute when the 
“ words may have their proper operation w ithout it.”

I  have come to the conclusion as a m atter of fact and law  that the 45th section is not impliedly 
repealed by the A udit A ct ; but I  have left untouched, as unnecessary to be considered, two further 
questions :—

1. W hether the A udit A ct could repeal it (the 45th section), taking into consideration the 4th
section of 18 & 19 Victoria, cap. 55, or not ?

2 . W h e th e r  sp ec ia l poAvers to  a lter  or v a r y  or rep ea l an  A c t  can  b e  e x e r c ise d  .w ith o u t a specific
declaration of intention so to exercise them or not ?

The decision of either of these two questions in the negative is fatal to any power of repeal in the 
A udit A ct, but on my construction of th a t A ct as consistent w ith the Constitution A ct it is needless to 
discuss them.

In  conclusion, I  have no hesitation in declaring my clear opinion to be—
1. T h a t the 45th section reserves and appropriates the costs and expenses of collection and

management preferently  out of the Consolidated Revenue of V ictoria to any other
a p p ro p ria tio n .

2 . T h a t the annual A ppropriation A ct is not the reviewal and audit referred to in the 45th
section.

3. T h a t the 45th section has not been repealed by implication by the 15th, 24th, or any other
section of the A udit A ct, and th a t the Public Account is liable to the T reasurer’s warrant
thereunder.

I  append the opinions given by the then Law  Officers— Messieurs Higinbotliam  and Michie, on the 
same subject partly— in September 1865, and have marked some passages as fortifying mine.

B R Y A N  O’LO G H LEN .
11th M arch 1878, 54 Tem ple Court, Melbourne.

Opinion o f  H artley  W illiam s , Esq.
I . B y the 45th section of the Constitution A ct the Consolidated Revenue is permanently charged 

w ith the expenses incident to its collection, management, and re c e ip t; while, under section 44, the whole 
revenue is to be appropriated to the public service “ in the manner and subject to the charges after 
mentioned,” th a t is, subject to this charge amongst others. T he effect of these sections is, in my opinion, 
th a t no part of the revenue can be lawfully appropriated by Parliam ent to any other purpose until the 
expenses of its collection, management, and receipt have been paid, or until provision has been made for 
their payment, and I  th ink th a t the annual expenses ought to be discharged out of the annual receipts.  ̂ I  
can see no objection to voting the amount in Committee of Supply and including it in the Appropriation 
A ct; but, w hether so included or not, the money will, in my opinion, be legally available for the payment 
of the expenses, &c., whenever the M inisters require it for th a t purpose. Ih e  Constitution A ct expressly 
left it to future legislation to provide means by which the expenses of collection, management, &c., might 
be checked or controlled. Section 45 says th a t the expenses are subject to be reviewed and audited^ in 
such m anner as shall be directed by any A ct of the Legislature. No A ct has yet‘ been passed which 
creates any scheme of review; but the use of the word “ review in the 45th section impoits, I  think, that 
the A ct of the Legislature thereby contemplated was one w hich would bring under reconsideration 
payments already made or provided for; and that, until such A ct was passed, the Legislature would have 
no control w hatever over the before-mentioned expenses. "With reference to the 55th section of the Consti­
tution A ct it is, in my opinion, im m aterial to the present question w hether the word payments in that 
section includes only the specific sums mentioned in Schedule D, and by section 46 expressly made payable 
out of the Consolidated Revenue, or w hether it embraces also the unascertained expenses referred to in 
section 45. I f  the word “ paym ents” in section 55 includes expenses of collection^then by tha t section 
those expenses are payable out of the revenue “ before’ its appropriation to specific puiposes. I f  the 
more restricted meaning is adopted, then we arc driven back to section 44, w hich renders the appropriation
subject to the charge. .

I I .  I  do not th ink any of the sections of the A udit A ct, 22 V ictoria No. 86, except section 4, 
affect my opinion as above expressed. Section 4  seems to me to afford a plain statutory confirmation of 
the view I  have taken. I t  directs th a t each commissioner shall receive an 'annual salary of £1,000 ; which 
salary is to be “ a charge upon and p a id  out o f  the Consolidated Revenue after  and subject to the payment 
“ and satisfaction  of all other sums which at the time of the passing of the former A udit A ct “ weie by 
“ law perm anently charged thereon,” referring unmistakably to the permanent charges created by the 45th 
section of the Constitution Act. In  the former Audi t  Act, 21 Vic. No. 44, precisely similar language was 
used. Sections 15, 24 to 26 of the present Audi t  Act, to which sections my attention has been directed by 
the case, merely prescribe the manner in which the public moneys are to be paid into and paid out of t e 
T reasu ry ; but they do not touch the question w hether the expenses of collecting and managing the 
revenue" require to" be appropriated by an A ct of Parliament, Those_ sections specify the persons who 
are to certify w hether any moneys are legally available for the service or purpose for which t '16/  
designed, but they do not give any guide by which to determine w hether the moneys aie legally avai a
or nut, and it. was evidently not intended that they should do so. H A R T L E Y  W ILLIA M S

73 Chancery lane, 19th M arch 1878.



The Governor desires the opinion of the A ttorney-G eneral on the following questions :—-
Looking to the Resolution recently adopted by the Legislative Assembly, viz. :—“ That in accordance 

“  with the 45th section of the Constitution S tatute, the costs, charges, and expenses incidental to the 
“ collection, management, and receipts of the Consolidated Revenue shall, during the present financial year, 
“ and no longer, be treated as a special appropriation ” :—

1, W ill it be lawful for the Commissioners of A udit to certify th a t the public money is legally
available ? 

and—
2. F or the Governor to sign the usual W arrants for its issue,

as proposed by the Resolution ?

Unless the 45th section of the Constitution A ct appropriates so much of the Consolidated Revenue 
as will cover the costs, charges, and expenses incident to its collection, m anagement, and receipt, it can have 
no operation whatever. I t  must, however, be so interpreted as to give full effect to every word, and doing 
so, I  think it  all-sufficient in itself for the appropriation of the revenue to the purposes it specifically mentions.

I  am therefore of opinion th a t i t  will not only be lawful, but a duty contemplated by this section for 
the Commissioners of A udit to certify th a t the public money is legally available for the purposes enumerated 
in the section under consideration, and th a t it  will be lawful for the Governor to sign the usual W arrants for 
its issue.

R O B E R T  L E  P O E R  T R E N C H , 
11th M arch 1878. A ttorney-General.

Opinion o f  the Honorable S ir  B ry a n  O' Loghlen, B a r t.

I  fully concur in the opinion of the A tto rney-G eneral; and w ithout sta ting  my reasons at length, I  
may state th a t the 44th and 55th sections clearly show th a t no other construction can be placed on the 45th 
section.

BRY A N  O’LO G H L E N .
11th March 1878.

Query I. 

Query 2.

A. 5 .
B y  A u t h o r i t y  : J o h n  F e r r e s ,  Government Printer, Melbourne.
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V I C T O R I A .

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT.

R E T U R N  TO  A N  O R D E R  O F T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL . 
TH E H ONORABLE N. FITZG ER A L D .— 22n d  JA N U A R Y , 1878.

LAID UPON THE COUNCIL TABLE BY THE HONORABLE II. CUTHBERT, 1 4 t h  MARCH, 1 8 7 8 ,  AND  
ORDERED BY THE COUNCIL TO BE PRINTED 9 t h  APRIL, 1 8 7 8 .

R E T U R N  of all A ppointm ents made by the present Government, w ith the Names, Date of Appointment,
and Salary attached to each.

C H IE F  S E C R E T A R Y ’S D E P A R T M E N T .

Date of
Name. Position. Appoint­

ment.
Salary.

1877.
* Anna Morrison 3rd class W arder, A rarat Asylum 28 May £30
*Letitia Cross W arder, Kew Asylum 28 „ 26
*W. Cosgrave ,, ,, 28 „ 2 0 s. per week.
*W. Dodd Storeman and A ssistant Cook, A rarat Asylum ... 28 „ £60
*Rose Cavanagh W arder, Y arra Bend Asylum 28 „ 26
G. Maxwell Public Vaccinator, Skipton ... 28 „ Fees.
C. J . Steele (constable) Keeper of Gaol, K yneton ... ... 28 No salary.
H. 0 . Moore Public Vaccinator, W alhalla ... 4 June Fees.
S. Hodgson (constable) Keeper of Gaol, Swan H ill ... 11  „ No salary.
*J. A. Wine Dispenser, Kew Asylum 1 1  „ £150
Thos. Colling wood ... D eputy Electoral Registrar, A lberton and Buln 11  „ Fees.

Buln Divisions
G. B. Jenkins ... Reader’s A ssistant, Legislative Council 1 1  „ 25s. per week 

during session.
E. Golden, M .R.C.S. Resident Medical Officer, Beech worth Asylum ... 18 „ £250
P. Smith (Resident M edical Of­ A cting Superintendent, Y arra Bend Asylum, during 

Dr. P aley’s absence on inspection duty
18 „ Nil.

ficer)
7 s. per diem.P. Moran ... ... A gricultural Instructor, Industrial and Reforma­ 18 „

R. D. Cole...
tory Schools *

D eputy Electoral Registrar, M itta M itta Division 
Public Vaccinator, Maldon, during D r. Nield’s

18 „ Fees.
A. J .  Farr ... 18 „ „

leave of absence
30s. per week.Thos. Jeffrey Messenger, Parliam entary Library 25 June

C. Lamond Electoral Registrar, Connewarre Divisions 25 „ £25
H. Sinclair Electoral Registrar, Beveridge Divisions 25 „ 25
C. H. Pearson, M.A. Commissioner to inquire into Education Depart-

IT) G ilt

25 „ No salary fixed by 
his Commission.

E. C. Symonds (promotion) 2nd class Clerk, A udit Office 3 Ju ly £500
R- H. Carter (promotion) 3rd class Clerk, A udit Office 3 >, 375
E. Booth (promotion) 4 t-h class Clerk, A udit Office 3 „ 2 0 0

W. J . Kerrigan 5th class Clerk, A udit Office 3 „ 80
E. H. Secretan (promotion) Inspector of Police ... 3 250
*E. W. C. Sadlier ... 5th class Clerk, A udit Office 3 v 80
Jas. Kelly (promotion) 2nd class Warder, Y arra Bend Asylum 3 „ 90

A 6.



Name.

A. E llis ...

Thos. B aker 
R. D. Pinnock 
T . K elly ...
W . Caffin ...
*W . Slator
J .  A rchibald (promotion)
W . Gr. D rought (promotion) 
J .  N . Larner (promotion)
J .  Babington (promotion)
H . B aber (promotion)
J .  Toohey (promotion)
J .  Richards 
S. R ipper ...
A . K irw an 
J .  Clarke ...
A . M cDonald 
W . Dawes ...
W . Poynton 
P . Fogarty
B . B. Johnston 
H ugh Lennon 
Jo h n  Buncle 
*C. Law ler 
*Ellen Coughlan 
*Jane P rice
W . P . A . Sm ith 
*H annah Bell 
*M ary A . Heffernan ...
Thos. H . W illiams ...
Jas. M unro 
T . Thompson 
J .  B. K endall
H . Collins ...
W . Seignior 
J .  Anderson 
T . D o b rey ...
E . M arshall
F . Deshon ...
J .  A . Kennison 
A lex. M orrison 
Abraham  M orrison

Jo h n  Ramage
R. C. M ontgomery ...

W . Brown ...

W . S. W alker (transferred) 
W . B. A tkinson (promotion) 
*E. W elton 
W . Dodd (transferred)
J .  C. Duncan 
P . Sm ith ...
H annah Sheehan (promotion) 
M ary Nolan (promotion)
A . Baldwin

W. A . M oubray (promotion) 
J .  B. K ing (promotion)
M. B urke ...
W. Stubbings 
J .  L. Stormont 
W . Poy nton 
W . R. Peerless 
J .  Dennistoua 
J .  T . Foote 
J .  Haslam ...
G. Anderson

Position.

D eputy E lectoral Registrar, Pyram id Creek and 
other divisions 

Public Vaccinator, Queenscliff 
Public Vaccinator, Raglan, &c.
D eputy E lectoral Registrar, Jam ieson Division, &c. 
D eputy Electoral R egistrar, Mooroopna 
M essenger, Beechwortli Asylum  

1

> Sub-Inspectors of Police

Overseer, Penal and Gaols
W arder, Penal and Gaols
W arder, K ew  Asylum
Electoral R egistrar, Barrabool Divisions
Pubic Vaccinator, Sale
D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, A lberton Divisions, &c. 
E lectoral Registrar, Lam plough Division 
D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, Lam plough D ivision 
D eputy E lectoral Registrar, Gisborne Division, &c.

Commissioners to the Queensland Exhibition

W arder, A rara t Asylum

W arder, K ew
D eputy Electoral R egistrar, R ushw orth Division, &c. 
W arder, K ew  A sylum

,, „
Gas Engineer, Industrial Schools 
T rade Instructor, Industrial Schools

A gricultural Instructor, Industria l Schools

Farm  Laborer, Industrial Schools

A cting  Resident Medical Officer, Y arra  Bend Asylum

A cting  R esident M edical Officer, A rara t Asylum  
Farm  Bailiff, K ew  Asylum (for 1 2  months on 

probation)
D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, Cranbourne Division, &c. 
D eputy Electoral Registrar, N orth  Ham ilton 

Divisions
D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, Iley tesbury  E ast 

Divisions
Clerk and Storekeeper, B allarat Asylum  
4tli class Clerk, Police D epartm ent 
Cook, Y arra  Bend Asylum  ...
Storem an, A ra ra t A sylum  
Public V accinator, Betlianga ...
5th class C lerk, Police D epartm ent 
2nd class W arder, A rara t Asylum

J 5  55

Senior H ead W arder, B allarat H ospital for the 
Insane

A ssistant Head W arder, Y arra Bend ...
A ssistant H ead W arder, K ew  
W arder, Kew  
Cook, A rara t Asylum  
Inspector of Stock ...
E lectoral R egistrar, G lenpatrick Division 
Public Vaccinator, Healesville 
Public Vaccinator, Bacchus M arsh 
E lectoral Registrar, B allan South 
Doorkeeper, Legislative Assembly

Date of 
Appoint­

ment.
Salary.

1877.
3 Ju ly Fees.

9 „
9 „ ,,
9 „ „
9 „ „
9 „ £36

16 „ £255 each.

16 „ £ 2 0 0
16 „ 7s.6d.temporary.
23 „ 2 0 s. per week.
23 „ £25
23 „ Fees.
30 „ „
30 „ £25
30 „ Fees.
30 Ju ly „

2 Aug. Nil.

6  „ £30
6  „ 30
6  „ 26
6  „ Fees.
6  „ £26
6  „ 26

13 „ 1 0 s. per diem.
13 „ 8 s. „
13 „ 7 s.6 d. „
13 „ 7s. „
13 „ 7s. „
13 „ 6 s. „
13 „ 6 s. „
13 „ 6 s. „
13 „ 5s. „
13 „ £400
13 „ 250
13 „ 250
13 „ 1 2 0

13 „ Fees.
13 „ ”

13 „

13 „ £180
13 „ 2 0 0

13 „ 60
13 „ 60
2 0  „ Fees.
2 0  „ £80
2 0  „ 36
2 0  „ 36
27 „ 2 0 0

27 „ £150
27 „ 150
27 „ 2 0 s. per week.
27 „ £60
27 „ 240
27 „ Nil.
27 „ Fees.

3 Sept. „

3 „ £25
3 5 ,

72s. per week.
3 „ 72s. 5,



Name.

Mary J .  M ackay 
J .  Coakley (promotion)
W. Trumble 
XV". T. Adams

*A. M orris
D. Lanigan

E. A lexander
H. Williams (promotion)

J . Rolls ...

H. Pinniger (promotion)
Kate K. Thompson ...

P . Connor ...
Margt. Boland
Cath. Strahan (Laundress, K ew ) 
Sarah A . W estwood ...

H. Horrocks ...  j
J . McCaffrey 
W. M cFarlane, M .D.
D. Condon...
Thos. G ilchrist

W. Long ...
D. S. Robinson
R. Oddy ...  , . . .
Rose Mulhall 
A. Allan ...
E. Rastrick
F. Passey ...

S. McGonigal 
Chas. Moore

F. P. Deshon

C. H. Nicolson

A. F. Puttm ann 
H.- Pennington 
P. Howe (promotion)
J . Rafter (promotion)
Christina Manson 
H. Boyd ...

W. F . Poole

A. Payne ...
J . Eadie .. .

W. A. Blinkhom

W. J . Chalkley 
W. Sefton ...
W. Brown ...
P. O’Donnell

A. H. Tomelty

C. Louch ...

J . Fletcher...
F. Haley ...
Letitia M. P inniger ...
J . Vallance

M. N i a l l ......................

Position.

XXrarder, K ew  Asylum  
Senior H ead W arder, Y arra  Bend 
Senior H ead W arder, Kew 
P upil-A ssistan t, Industria l and 

Museum 
M essenger, Public L ibrary 
W arder, Penal and Gaols

Technological

W arder, A ra ra t Gaol
A cting  Governor, Castlemaine Gaol, during M r.

H yland’s leave of absence 
W arder, Castlemaine Gaol, during M r. H yland’s 

leave of absence 
Governor, A rara t Gaol 
W arder, Beech worth Gaol

W arder, Y arra  Bend A sylum ...
M atron, B allarat Asylum  
XYarder, Y arra  Bend 
Cook, B allara t A sylum
E lectoral R egistrar, Tarraw ingee Division V
D eputy R egistrar, W angaratta  D ivision j
W arder, Y arra  Bend 
A cting  H ealth  Officer for P o rt P h illip  ...
W arder, K ew  A sylum
W arder, Penal and Gaols D epartm ent .. .

W arder, K ew  Asylum  ...

Laundress, B allarat A sylum  ...
W arder, A rara t
Public  Vaccinator, ICerang
D eputy E lectoral Registrar, Charlton W est D ivi­

sion, &c.
D eputy  E lectoral R egistrar, Bayenna Division, &c. 
D eputy Electoral Registrar, Y arraw onga Division, 

&c.
A cting  M edical Superintendent, Y arra  Bend 

A sylum , during D r. P aley ’s leave 
A cting  Chief Commissioner of Police, during 

Captain Standish’s leave 
D eputy  E lectoral R egistrar, B uln B uln D iv ision ... 
E lectoral R egistrar, Caulfield Divisions 
1st class W arder, Y arra  Bend 
2nd class W arder, Y arra  Bend 
1st class W arder, Y arra  Bend 
Public  Vaccinator, Sandhurst... 
j  D eputy E lectoral Registrar, Mansfield Divisions 
{ D eputy R egistrar of B irths and Deaths 
Doorkeeper, Legislative Assem bly 
Public Vaccinator, S andhurst... 
f E lectoral R egistrar, Guildford Division 
( D eputy R egistrar of B irths and Deaths 
D eputy R egistrar o f B irths and Deaths, Y angery 
D eputy  R egistrar of B irths and Deaths, Youarang 
D eputy  R egistrar o f B irths and Deaths, Cobden... 
Officer for the  purpose of celebrating M arriages, 

K erang
Officer for the purpose o f celebrating M arriages a t 

Rheola
Officer for the purpose of celebrating M arriages at 

Ben alia
D eputy R egistrar of B irths and Deaths 
Public  Vaccinator, Chiltern ...
W arder, A rara t Gaol
A cting Clerk, Beech worth Asylum, during M r.

Connor’s leave 
A cting Clerk, K ew  Asylum, during M r, D avis’s 

leave
A2

Date of 
Appoint­

ment.
Salary.

1877.
3 Sept. £26
3 , , 200
3 ,, 200
3

” 50

3 50
3 , , 7s. 6d. tempo­

10
rary.

5s. per diem.
10 £250

10 8s. 6d. per diem.

10 £225
10 „ 4s. 6d. per diem,

10 >>

temporary. 
20s. per week.

10 » £90
10 }} 26
10 „ 50

10 „ 25

10 ,, 20s. per week.
11 A ug. Tem porarily.
17 Sept. 20s. per week.
17 » 7s. 6d., per diem,

17 )>

tem porary. 
20s. per week.

17 3 3 20s. „
17 ,, 20s. ,,
17 „ £36
17 ,, 20s. per week.
17 ,, Fees.
17

17 „ „
17 ”

17 3 3 —

24 3 3 —

24 Fees.
24 ,, £25
24 ,, 120
24 „ 90
24 50
24 3 3 Fees.
27 3 3 „
27 3 3 „
27 3 3 72s. per week.
27 3 3 Fees.
27 3 3 £25
27 Fees.
27 3 3 ,,
27 3 3 „
27 3 3 „
27 3 3 —

27 3 3 —

27 3 3 —

27 3 3 Fees.
1 Oct.
1 3 3 4s. 6d. per diem.
8

8 }) —



Date of
Name. Position. Appoint­

ment.
Salary.

1877.
T . Sm ith ...  ...................... Clerk, A rara t Asylum 8 Oct. £80
B ridget Concannon ... Laundress, K ew  Asylum  ... ... 8 „ 36
R. D unbar ... A cting D eputy R egistrar of B irths and D eaths 

during M rs. D unbar’s indisposition
8 „ Fees.

M artha  K nigh t A cting D eputy  R egistrar of B irths and D eaths, 
Pyalong

8 „ ”

A . Crichton D eputy E lectoral Registrar, Lilydale Division, &c. 8 „ „
Jno . Carroll 5 th class Clerk, A udit Office ... 8 „ £80
M. Morris .. . D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, Kewell Division 8 „ Fees.
J .  Cleverdon Electoral Registrar, W arrnambool 8 „ £25
A . Goding ... D eputy R egistrar of B irths and D eaths a t Gordons 8 „ Fees.
W . L . R ichardson A cting  H ealth  Officer, P o rt P hillip 15 „ 42s. per diem.
J .  R am ag e ... D eputy R egistrar B irths and D eaths, Pakenham  ... 15 „ Fees.
H . F . W illis D eputy R egistrar B irths and D eaths, H untly 15 „ »
E . J .  L o c k ... Public  V accinator, P enshurst 15 „ „
J .  M cElgum Fem ale W arder, B allarat Asylum 15 „ £44
Thos. F inlay W arder P enal and Gaols D epartm ent ... 15 „ 7s. 6d. per diem

(temporary).
W. Campbell D eputy  Electoral R egistrar, Stratford D ivision ... 15 „ Fees.
D. M ahon ... Doorkeper, L egislative Assembly 22 „ 60s. per week

(during session).
F . Ilo rnan  ... Public V accinator, Donald, &c. 22 „ Fees.
E . Tillotson Electoral R egistrar, O xley Division 22 „ £25
D. Kennedy E lectoral Registrar, G reta Division 22 „ 25
* 0 . R . Campbell Instructor, &c., School of Design 22 „ 250
W . Campbell D eputy  E lectoral R egistrar, M iddle Division 22 „ Fees.
A . W ilson ... D eputy R eg istrar B irths and D eaths, W angaratta... 22 „ 97
J .  J .  Crump D eputy R egistrar B irths and Deaths, Bungaree ... 22 „ 99
II . M. Greaves D eputy  R egistrar B irths and D eaths, B uninyong... 22 „ 99
Ja s . Sloss ... D eputy  R egistrar B irths and D eaths, K atandra ... 22 „
E . J .  W hite (promotion) A ssis tan t A stronom er (2nd class) 22 „ £500
S. Glenny ... ... . . . , Doorkeeper, Legislative Assem bly 22 „ 60s. per week

(during session).
A . P ayne ... „  „  „ 22 „ 5»
J .  H ow e ... „  „  „ 22 „ 55

D. Cantwell .. .  ... „  „ , , 22 „ 55

M. M orton (promotion) 1st Class Serjeant of Police ... 29 „ 9s. 6d, per diem.
R. Chamberlain „  „  „ 29 „
W . B r itt  ... „  „  „ 29 „ 55

D. Deasy . . . „  „  „ 29 „ 99

E . G orm an... „  „  „ 29 „ 79

I I . H ark in  . . . „  , ,  „ 29 „ 99

D. Cahill . . . 2nd class Serjeant of Police . . . 29 „ 8s. 6d. per diem.
J .  Joyce 99  J ) 29 „ 55

T . Bass 97  99 79 ' • * 29 „ 55

S. L arkan . . . 97 79  99 29 „ 55

T . Kennedy 9 9  99 99  • • •  • • • 29 „ 55

M . K ennedy 99  99 79  • * * 29 „ 55

R . Ham ilton 99  97  97
29 „ „

A . R utledge 99  99 77 29 „ 55

A rth u r M orrah R egistrar of Land T ax 29 „ -------

II . R. T ilt . . . Electoral Registrar, W angaratta, &c. 29 „ £25
J .  M ills . . . Electoral R egistrar, Carlton . . . 29 „ 25
E . Golden ... A cting Superintendent, Beech worth Asylum, during 

D r. W atkins’s leave
29 „ ■ —

£90G. P earce (promotion) 2ud class W arder, A rara t Asylum 29 „

0 .  W. E vans W arder, K ew 29 „ 20s. per week.
B. Gaunson Secretary, Land T a x  Commissioners 29 „ £350
J a s  Cox Deputy A ssistan t H ealth  Officer, Hobson’s Bay . . . 1 Nov. ■ —
R. Sanders...
T . Learer . . . /

63s. per diem.J .  Jennings > Classifiers of Land T ax 1 „
W . F raser . . . (
P . K elly . . . )
J .  B rache . . . \
W . B. S a v .. .  .................................................. j
W . E. Ivey f 5
R  Scott ...................... > » » °  55

J .  N ightingale \
J .  H arvey ... j



Bate of
Name. Position. Appoint­

ment.
Salary.

1877.
J . Cleverdon D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, W arrnamhool 5 Nov. Fees.
J . Johnson Electoral Registrar, Epping Division ... •s „ £25
Margt. Taylor Laundress, B allarat Asylum  ... 5 „ 40
W. Andrews A cting D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, Cas- 

tertou
5 „ Fees.

T. V. Foote
G. Pinch ... 1
J . Woods ... > Classifiers of Land T ax 12 „ 63s. per diem.
J . S tew art... (
F. S. Falkiner )
A. Durnan Laundress, Beecliworth Asylum 12 „ £36
T. Renchan W arder, ICew Asylum 12 „ 20s. per week.
H. W rig h t... W arder, temporary, Penal and Gaols 12 „ 7s. 6d. per diem.

E. Beedon ... j E lectoral Registrar, Bowenvale Division 
( D eputy Registrar, B irths and D ea th s ...

15 „ 
15 „

£25
Fees.

P . Virtue ... E lectoral Registrar, M aryborough 15 „ £25
T. Sherwin W arder, A rarat Asylum 19 „ 20s. per week.
R. Williams Cook, Y arra Bend ... 19 „ £80
R. Clifford ... Cook, K ew 19 „ 60
J .  Knaggs ... )
R. T. Carty > Classifiers of Land T ax 21 „ 63s. per diem.
R. Savage ... 1
D. Lanigan ") W arders, Penal and Gaols Departm ents (tempo- 1 26 „ 7s. 6d. per diem
I. Irwin j rary j _ j
W. C. Cutten D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, Bolinda 26 „ Fees
J . Long, J .P . Official V isitor, B allarat Asylum 26 „ —
W. H . Caunt, P .M . ... ,, ,, 26 „ —
F. P . Deshon A cting Medical Superintendent, Y arra  Bend, during 26 „ —

D r. P aley ’s absence on inspection duty
£30*Eliza Shinnig W arder, Beech w orth Asylum  

)
26 „

Hon. R. Le P . T rench ( Nil.
Sir B. O’Loghlen > Commissioners of Land T ax 15 Oct. \ £1500
A. Fisken ... J ( 1500
J . Lysaght D eputy R egistrar, B irths and D eaths, a tC ow ana ... 3 Dec. Fees.
G. E . Brown Inspector of Stock ... ... Nil.
C. A. Stratford D eputy Registrar, B irths and D eaths, A von Plains ... Fees.
J .  Y . Fishbourne A cting M edical Superintendent, K ew  Asylum, 

during Dr. D ick’s leave of absence
10 Dec. —

R. Mathewson A cting Clerk, Y arra  Bend, during M r. Byford’s 
leave of absence

...

Honor a M cG rath Cook, B allarat Asylum ... £50
Thos. Smith A cting Clerk, A rarat Asylum, during M r. T urner’s 

leave
...

J . Macnamara W arder, Kew Asylum ... 20s. per week.
Wm. King „ „ ...
P. Keogh ... )
W. H ain es... 
H. K ett > Classifiers of Land T ax ... 63s. per diem.

M. McFadzean )
A. Walsh ... W arder, Beech worth A sy lum ... 17 Dec. £30
M. Flynn ... W arder, K ew  Asylum 17 „ 20s. per week.
J . Dunstan D eputy Electoral R egistrar, Strathfieldsave, &c. ... 17 „ Fees.
R. Nicolson Electoral Registrar, Woodend, &c. 17 „ £25
J . Dunstan D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, Lyall 17 „ Fees.
B. Galvin ... W arder, K ew  Asylum 17 „ £26

1878.
J .  Blakeney 3rd class Clerk, Chief Secretary’s Office (promotion) 

4 th  class Clerk, Chief Secretary’s Office (promotion)
7 Jan . £375

G. C. Duffy 7 „ 200
J . Holly ... ... Cook, Y arra  Bend ... 7 „ 60
W. J .  W alsh W arder, Kew  Asylum 7 „ 20s. per week.
P. McLinton D eputy R egistrar, B irths and Deaths, A rcada 7 „ Fees.
N. T. H arris Cook, A rara t Asylum 7 „ £80
Mrs. T ranter A cting Deputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, during 

M r. T ran ter’s absence
... Fees.

7 Jan .J .  Vallance Deputy Electoral Registrar, M addingley
J . B. Kelly Deputy E lectoral Registrar, Bairnsdale ... 7 „
J . Martin, jun. A cting D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, during 7 „ »

absence of M r. M artin, sen.
21 „ £40J . Kelly 5th class Clerk, Police D epartm ent (on probation)

W. Caffin ... D eputy Electoral Registrar, Echuca Division 21 „ F  ees,



Name. Position.
Date of 

Appoint­
ment.

Salary.

C. Gardiner D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, W angaratta Division
1878. 

21 Jan . Fees.
F . D ate D eputy E lectoral R egistrar, Moonambel 21
A . Fuller ... Electoral Registrar, Rochester, &c. 21 £25
W . Thomas Public Vaccinator, Clunes 21 Fees.
T . S. Sm ith D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, M urchison... 21
Elizbth. A . Thompson D eputy Registrar, B irths and D eaths, A llan’s E lat 21
Alice C. M cDonald ... D eputy Registrar, B irths and Deaths, Bass 21
J .  Y. Fishbourne A cting Medical Superintendent, Kew  Asylum, during 21 —

M ary Lloyd
Dr. D ick’s absence 

W arder, Y arra Bend Asylum 21 £26
A . Cochran Public Vaccinator, Woodend ... 21 Fees.
T . F lanagan 2nd class W arder, B allarat A sylum  (promotion) ... 21 £90
J .  R am say ... D itto  „ ,, 21 65
R. K naggs, J .P . Returning Officer, W est Melbourne 22 ” Nil.

* These officers were appointed by the previous Government and confirmed in office by the present Government.

W . II . O D G ERS,
U nder Secretary.

G o v e r n m e n t  A u d it o r s  o f  M u n ic ip a l  A cc o u nts .

T he Governor, w ith  th e  advice of the E xecutive Council, in exercise of the power conferred by The 
L oca l Government A c t  1874 (38 V iet. No. 506, section 195), has by Order made on the 1st of October, 1877, 
appointed the gentlemen whose names are set opposite to those of the several cities, towns, boroughs, and shires 
in the subjoined list, to be the Government A uditors of the M unicipal Accounts of such cities, towns, boroughs, 
and shires respectively for the year ending the 30th of September last, v iz .:—

Francis F indon L evett 

W m. Law n ...

A . E . Rolfey

Fredk. Lowe

Charles L ittle

H . J .  Bloomfield

G. Pender .. .

J .  A . Chalk

Edw ard F ew

Victor Elkington

John Elkington

N ote.— (B ) signifies Borough

f K oroit (B ), 
j  Portland (B ), and 
( Minhamite (S).
( Portland (S ),
J Dundas (S),

* j W annon (S), and 
( Glenelg (S).
( Daylesford (B),
) A ra ra t (S),

' ) Ripon (S), and 
( Lexton (S).

A rarat (B),
S t. A rnaud (B),
Staw ell (B),

) A voca (S),
| St. A rnaud (S ), and 
I  Stawell (S).
f Cowree (S),
< Low an (S), and 
( Wimmera (S ).
f H am pden (S),
< M ortlake (S),
( Colac (S ).
f B allarat (S ),
< Smythesdale (B ),
( Browns and Scarsdale (B )

G renville (S).
( Queenscliffe (B),

J South Barwon (S),
) Barrabool (S ), and 
( Bellarine ( S).

{Bannockburn (S),
W inchelsea (S), and 
Leigh (S).

! Steiglitz (B),
M eredith (S), and 
Corio (S).

(C) C ity; (S) Shire; (T) Town.

Jo h n  A lfred Chalk

A lexr. M arshall

Fredk. P . H iekox

G. H . St. E llen

A . A . Broadfoot 

A ndrew  Cross

Thom as Ilannay

W. A . B aragw anath

C. Tolstrupp

W. G. Blackliam

J .  B. Shepherdson

( Buninyong (B),
J B allarat E ast (T),
) Bungaree (S), and 
( Buninyong (S).
j  B allarat (C), and 
{ Sebastopol (B).
j  Creswick (B), and 
( Creswick (S).

Climes (B).
( Talbot (B),
■I Tullaroop (S), and 
( Talbot (S).
( Glenlyon (S),
) M t. F ranklin  (S),
) Newstead (S), and 
(M aldon (S).
f Dunolly (B), 
j  B et B et (S), 
j M t. A lexander (S), and 
( M etcalfe (S).
"Inglewood (B), 
Tarnagulla (B),
E ast Loddon (S), 
ICorong (S),
.Sw an H ill (S).

i Castlemaine (B),
Chew ton (B), 
M almsbury (B).

"Echuca (B ),
Ileathcote (B),
Echuca (S),
W aranga (S), and 
.Strathfieldsaye (S).

( Kyneton (S),
< Newham (S), and 
( Romsey (S).



Ch ie f  S e c r e t a r y ’s D e p a r t m e n t .— G o v er n m en t  A u d it o r s  of M u n ic ip a l  A ccounts
N ote.— (B) signifies Borough ; (C) C ity : (S) S h ire; (T) Town.

( E aglelm vk (B),
E. R. Gillingham

Edward Morris 
E. J .  H artley

Denis Ryan 

II. A. Bunn 

Thos. Dickson

(Raywood (B), 
Ilu n tly  (S).

... M arong (S).
Sandhurst (C).
Bacchus M arsh (S), 
Bulla (S),
Gisborne (S),

***̂ j Keilor (S), 
j Melton (S),
LBallan (S).
I Footscray (B),
) W illiamstown (B), 

*■* ) Braybrook (S), and 
( W yndham (S).

H aw thorne (B), 
K ew  (B), 
Boroondara (S),

|  Bulleen (S),
I E ltham  (S), and 
^ Heidelberg (S).

Broadford (S), 
Darebin (S),
J ik a  (S),
M erriang (S), and 
W hittlesea (S).

f  A lexandra (S),
| H ow qua (S),

...  ̂ Mansfield (S),
| Seymour (S), and 
I  Yea (S).
( Ben alia (S),

... I Goulburn (S), and 
( Oxley (S).

i VVangaratta (B), 
Chiltern (S), and 
N orth Ovens (S).

Chief Secretary’s Office,
Melbourne, 1st October, 1877.

Wm. Cook

Richard Creeth

Thos. Cockeran

H. R. T ilt

Jo h n  Trench

Jo h n  Hedrick

W alter Thompson 

Wm. Stronach

F . P e te rso n ...

A. Brown ...

Joh n  M. M urphy 

W. S. Dowding

Jo h n  Smith, jun.

J .  G. D are ...

W . H . Carpenter

[ W alhalla (B),
) Sale (B),

*' j Alberton (S), and 
( Rosedale (S).

(  Berwick (S), 
j Cranbourne (S),

J Flinders and Kangerong(S), 
” * j M ornington (S), and

I Phillip  Island and Woola- 
mai (S).

i Brunswick (B), 
Broadmeadows (S), and 
Coburg (S).

( F itzroy (T ),
J  Ilo tham  (T ), and 

** ] Essendon and Flemington
( (B).

f P rahran  (T ),
... -I B righton (B),

( St. K ilda (B).

j  Emerald Hill (T ), and 
{ Sandridge (B ).

j M ajorca (B), and 
*“  { Carisbrook (B).

M aryborough (B).

f Caulfield (S),
J Dandenong (S),

“  j Moorabbin (S), and 
( Oakleigh (S).

! Gardiner (S),
N unawading (S), and 
•Lilydale (S).

( Geelong W est (B), 
j  Newtown and Chilwell (B).

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Chief Secretary.

The Governor, w ith the advice of the E xecutive Council, in exercise of the power conferred by The  
Local Government A c t  1874 (38 V iet. No. 506, section 195), has, by Orders made on the 8 th of October, 1877, 
appointed the gentlemen whose names are set opposite to those of the city, town, boroughs, and shires in  the 
subjoined list to be the Government A uditors of the M unicipal Accounts of such city, town, boroughs, and shires 
respectively for the year ending the 30th of September last, viz. :—

N o t e .— ( B )  signifies Borough ; (C) City ; (S) Shire ; (T) Town.

Victor Elkington (vice ) ^  , ZO\ 
H. J .  Bloomfield) ( Colac ( S> 

H. J . Bloomfield (vice 
V. Elkington)

Charles Gadd

|  W inchelsea (S).

( A von (S),
J Bairnsdale (S),* 

‘ ] M affra (S),
( Omeo (S).

( Beechworth (S),
J B right (S),
| Towrong (S),
( Y ackandanaah (S). 
j  Colling wood (C),
( Richmond (T). 

George H . Tulloh (vice J Hamilton (B),
E . A tkinson) |  M ount Rouse (S).

A. F . W . Saunders

W illiam W ebster

8th October, 1877.
The Governor, w ith the advice of the E xecutive Council, in exercise of the poiver conferred by The 

Local Government A c t  1874 (38 V iet. No. 506, section 195), has, by Orders made on the 15th of October 1877, 
appointed the gentlemen whose names are set opposite to those of the boroughs and shires in the subjoined list 
to be the Government A uditors of the M unicipal Accounts of such boroughs and shires respectively for the year 
ending the 30th of September last, viz. :—

N o t e .—(B ) signifies Borough ; (S) Shire.

Robert Gosney (vice C. ( B elfast (B),
H. Emery) 

Charles II . Em ery

M. Fitzpatrick

W. S. Dowding

B elfast (S). 
j  W arrnambool (B), 
( W arrnambool (S). 
f Kilmore (S),

.. .  j Pyalong (S),
( Springfield (S). 
j  Graytown (B),

“ * j  M clvor (S).

John  M. M urphy
f R utherglen (B), 
< Rutherglen (S), 
( W odonga (S).

Alexandra (S),r
j Ilow qua (S), 

R .H icks (luceR. C re e th )M a n sfie ld  (S),
Seymour (S), 
Y ea (S).

Chief Secretary’s Office,
Melbourne, 15th October, 1877.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Chief Secretary*



Name. D ate of 
A ppointm ent.

Salary. Remarks.

Tem porary Clerks.
£80A . B. C. M cDonnell 30/5/77

S. Bowden 1/7/77 10s. per diem.
T . B. W aters ... 5/7/77 £ 2  per week.
F . Reddin 11/7/77 10s. per diem.
W. B. Lough ran 23/7/77 10s. per diem Resigned 31/1/78.
P . S. M cDonnell 8/8/77 £80
C. E . Cut ten ... 23/8/77 10s. per diem Em ploym ent ceased 18/10/77.
W. C. Lonergan 23/8/77 10s. per diem Employm ent ceased 31/10/77.
R . Gibbs 23/8/77 10s. per diem.
J .  M. Dw yer 19/9/77 10s. per diem.

Employment ceased 5/11/77.M. O’Reilly ... 20/9/77 10s. per diem
J .  Edw ards ... 19/10/77 10s. per diem Employm ent ceased 20/10/77.
M . D. W ilson 16/11/77 10s. per diem Employm ent ceased 22/11/77.
G. Stanw ay ... 21/11/77 10s. per diem.
T. Burton 8/1/78 10s. per diem.
W . A. D. A . B urke ... 9/1/78 10s. per diem.

Messengej's.
W . W illiams ... 22/6/77 £100
F . Nicholas ... 26/6/77 15s. per week.

T ru a n t Officers.
R. B . Sibley ... 8/6/77 10s. per diem.
R. Garibaldi ... 13/8/77 10s. per diem.
C. Scott 15/10/77 10s. per diem.
A . Currey 23/10/77 10s. per diem.

B u ild ing  Branch.
Services dispensed with 30/11/77.E . Poulton 6/6/77 £ 4  per week

J .  Bam 18/6/77 £ 4  per week Services dispensed with 4/8/77.
T . Cliidlow ... 20/6/77 £3  10s. per week Services dispensed with 5/8/77.
J .  Ford 1/8/77 £ 4  per week.

Services dispensed with 8/12/77.R . Coney 6/8/77 £4  per week
II . F raser 13/9/77 £4  per week.
G . Seamark ... 17/9/77 £ 4  per week.
J .  Daniel .. .  ... 21/11/77 £40  per annum.
C. A. Sherard 1/12/77 £40 per annum.
W . R. Cooper 17/12/77 £ 4  per week.

Resigned 2/1/78.Jn o . Young ... 17/12/77 £3 per week
W . B u tter worth 19/12/77 10s. per week.

D ra w in g  M aster.
Dismissed 31/1/78.L . E . Bruiiii ... 1/12/77 £80

Education Departm ent,
14th M arch, 1878.

A R C H IB A L D  GILCHRIST, 
Acting Secretary.

D E PA R T M E N T  OF T H E  A T T O R N E Y -G E N E R A L .

Name. Date of Appointment. Salary.

Caffin, W. 9th  Ju ly  1877 N il
M cNam ara, M. ... 9 th  „ „ 99

Thompson, W. R. .. . 9 th  „ „ 99

Sinclair, H . 9th „ 99

M cIntyre, II . 9 th ,, „ V

Forster, J .  C. 9th „ „

K elly, J .  ... 16th Ju ly  1877
Rogers, A . P . 16 th „ £40— £80*
Irw in, W . 26tli ,, „ N il
W hitehead, E . L. ... 26th „ „ £150
Cunningham, C. J .  N. 30th „ „ N il
Jack , A . ... 13 th  A ugust 1877 99

Clark, J .  ... 13th „ „ 99

Richter, A , E . P . ... 13th „ „ £40— £80
Clarke, W . D. 20th „ „ N il
Mays, II . J . 3rd Sept. 1877 £200
B artlett, S. 24th „ }> £170
Fowler, A . I I . E . ... 24th „ £4 0 — £80*

Remarks.

P aid  by fees.

A  probationer, subsequently classified. 
P aid  by fees.

Paid  by fees.

A  probationer, subsequently classified. 
Paid  by fees.

A  probationer, subsequently classified.

* These officers were

Crown L aw  Offices, 
Melbourne, 25th

probation only.

February. 1878,

and the appointments are the result of such

B. C. I-IARRIMAN,
i ' _j. x~ xlx a T n n r  r f  i T l f i l l t i



Name. Date of Appointment. Salary. Remarks.

Rigby, G. 0 . 28th May 1877 N il P a id  by fees.
Liebschwager, C. 25th  „ „
M cG rath, D. 25th  „  „ Allowance £2 5 .
Dicker, C. 16th Ju ly  1877 N il Paid  by fees.
Nolan, J . 16th „ „ Allow ance £20.
Alston, N . II . 16th „ „ N il Paid  by fees.
L ittle, Thos. 23rd „  „
Tuck, John 23rd „  „ ” ”
W ebster. J .  D. ... 6 th  A ugust 1877 Allowance not fixed.
Dwyer, J .  D. 
West, W . T .

13th „  „ 
13 th „ „

£ 4 0 — £ 8 0  
Nil

A probationer, subsequently classified. 
P aid  by fees.

Morrison, G. C. ... 20th ,, „ £ 4 0 — £80* A  probationer, subsequently classified.
Ellis, T . ... ... 3rd Sept. 1877 Allowance £35.
McDonald. H . 3rd „ ,, Nil P a id  by fees.
Horrocks, II . 10th „  „ Allowance £50.
Jam es, H . 10th „ „ N il Paid by fees.
Parkinson, T . I I . 17th „
Mulcahy, C. 17th „
Cotter, F . H . D . ... 1st Nov. 1877 Allowance 25s. a

Bailey, J .
v isit— expenses.

26th „ „ Nil P aid  by fees.
Rigbye, T . R. 26th „  „ A llowance £25.
Rennie, E . C. 26th  „ „ A llow ance £40.
Anderson, T . 17th Dec. 1877 N il P a id  by fees.

* This officer was appointed a probationer by the previous Government, and this appointm ent in A ugust is consequent on
that probation.

Crown Law  Offices, B. C. H A R R IM A N ,
Melbourne, 25th February, 1878. Secretary to the L aw  D epartm ent.

T R E A S U R Y .

Name, Office.

Bull, C. F . . . .

Jackson, G. E . 
Duncan, A . Gr.

Mandeville, C. T . 
Tandy, Gr. P .

Sub.-Lieut. H eathcote 
Falconbridge, J .

Sub.-Lieut. Dennis ... 
Stalker, J .  L.
Rice, W . ... 
Anderson, T . E .
Hall, C. .. .  ‘
Heath, Geo.
Berry, N . H .
Outtrim, E . S.
Bastow, G. F .

Kentish, M ary 
Foster, J .  C.
Ferguson, D.
Perry, Geo.

Collins, T . ...
Relph, A . J .
Kaighin, T . C.
Hall, A . G. A . (book­

binder in Governm ent 
P rin ting  office)

Clerk, 5th class

Paym aster, W oods Po in t 
Clerk (tem porary)

[A llow ance

Officer Commanding II.M .V .S . Cerberus ... 
L ieutenant, II.M .V .S . Cerberus

Lieutenant, N aval Forces
A cting Receiver and Paym aster, P o rt A lbert

L ieutenant, N aval Forces
A cting Sub-Lieutenant, N aval Reserve ...

Compositors attached to Governm ent 
P rin ting  office, placed on 3rd Schedule 
Civil Service A c t

Receiver and Paym aster, B righ t 
Clerk (unclassified) ...

Issuer of M iners’ R ights, &c., Tarnagulla 
Issuer of M iners’ R ights, &c., B ethanga ... 
Receiver and Paym aster, W odonga 
Issuer of M iners’ R ights, &c., Staffordshire 

Reef
Gunner, N aval Reserve 
Clerk, 5 th class
Issuer of M iners’ R ights, &c., W andiligong 
Officer of 3rd Schedule of Civil Service A ct

Salary or 
A llow ance.

D ate o f Order 
in Council 

m aking  
Appointment.

£  s. d  
80 0 0

1877. 
11 Ju n e

20 0 0 
80 0 0

500 0 0 
400 0 0

18 Ju n e
C om m enced
em p lo y m en t,

1 June . 
9 Ju ly . 
17 Dec.

182 10 0 
N il

9 Ju ly . 
30 Ju ly

30 0 0 
20 0 0

30 Ju ly . 
30 Ju ly .

W ages per 
w eek,

3 10 0
(each)

2 A ug.

N il 
160 0 0

10 0 0
N il 

50 0 0 
N il

6 A ug.
A p p o in ted  by 

T re a su re r ,

8 A ug. 
6 Aug. 

20 Aug. 
8 Oct.
5 Nov.

18 0 0 
80 0 0 

N il
3 10 0

5 Nov. 
12 Nov. 
12 Nov. 
12 Nov.

On probation from 1st 
M arch, 1877.

Is  also Postm aster.

A ppointm ent dates from 
1st Ju ly , 1877.

Is  also Collector of 
Customs.



Name. Office.

Employes in the Government Printing 
office

A ppointed to be officers of 3rd Schedule Civil Service A c t :—  
Page, W .
Kemp, Jas .
Harrison, L. H .
Skeeles, R. H . R.
Fenton, W.
Denby, W .
P orritt, E . G.
M arshall, W . T .
Edw ards, W . G.

Grosse, F . 

W helan, J .  J .  

Scott, J .  

Nicholson, T . 

McDonald, S.

A c tin g . Sub-Lieutenant, N aval Reserve ... 

Clerk, unclassified

Receiver and Paym aster, Shepparton

Salary or 
A llowance.

£  s . d.

o
P h

CO

£2  15s. 
per week 
£400 per 
annum 

£3  10s. 
per week 
20 0 0

80 0 0

N il

Date ol Order 
in  Council 

m a k in g  
Appointment.

1877.

r >' o  
£  
CD

5 Nov. 
1878.

A ppoin ted  by 
T re a su re r ,

1 Jan .
7 Jan .

7 th  M arch, 1878.

Is  also Acting Clerk of 
P e tty  Sessions.

E . S. SYM ONDS.

D E P A R T M E N T  O F L A N D S , S U R V E Y , A N D  A G R IC U L T U R E .

Name.

Dudley, J .

Position.

Chemical Superintendent, &c.

How itz, D.

Croker, II . J .  
Thom as, Jos. 
Fitzjohn, Jam es 
Gordon, G. S. 
Swan, W. J .  
Garland, M.

Rathborne, J .  
Robin, J .

Anderson, W . P . 
Rogerson, W . P . 
Jenkins, W . S.

Wood, C. F .

Bride, B. 
Larnach, R . J .  
Meikle, D. 
Campbell, F . W . 
Merson, J .  D.

Jenkins, C. W .

Coffee, F . R. 
Illm an, G.
Dunn, J .  E . 
Kennedy, G. D. 
A llan, H . O. 
N athan, A .

Superintendent of 
Forest P lantations

State

Supernumerary Draftsm an ... 
Supernumerary Draftsm an ... 
Crown Lands Bailiff 
Supernumerary Draftsm an ... 
Supernumerary Clerk 
Crown Lands Bailiff

Crown Lands Bailiff 
Supernumerary Clerk

Supernumerary Clerk 
Supernumerary D raftsm an ... 
Supernum erary Clerk

Supernumerary Draftsm an ...

Park-keeper 
Supernum erary Clerk 
Supernumerary Draftsm an ... 
Supernumerary Clerk 
Supernumerary Clerk

Supernumerary Clerk

Supernum erary Draftsm an ... 
Supernumerary L ithographer 
Supernumerary Clerk 
Caretaker
Supernumerary Clerk 
Supernumerary Clerk

D ate of 
A ppointm ent.

1877. 
1 Dec.

Salary.

£  s. d.
325 0 0

Remarks.

21 A ug. 300 0 0

17 Aug. 156 10 0
6 Nov. 150 0 0
1 Dec. *150 0 0

26 Ju ly 150 0 0
4 Dec. 130 0 0

20 A ug. *120 0 0

1 Sept. *120 0 0
5 Nov. 120 0 0

19 Sept. 120 0 0
12 Nov. 110 0 0
16 Oct. 100 0 0

1878.
2 Ja n . 100 0 0
1877.

1 Sept. 100 0 0
22 „ 96 0 0
26 Ju n e 84 0 0

4 „ 80 0 0
6 „ 80 0 0

23 Sept. 80 0 0

15 A ug. 75 0 0
10 Oct. 70 0 0
13 Ju n e 40 0 0

1 Sept. 50 0 0
27 A ug. 40 0 0
15 Nov. 40 0 0

T his is only a temporary ap­
pointment during the time 
M r. Ivey is performing the 
duty of classifier under The 
Land T ax  A ct. Prior to 
this date M r. Dudley was 
a Caretaker of a State Forest. 

Previously employed as a tem­
porary Draftsm an in Crown 
Lands Office. - 

New appointment. 
Re-appointment.
Vice Mr. Dudley. 
Re-appointment.
Vice E . M. Daniels, resigned. 
Vice W . Tarleton, dispensed 
w ith.

Vice A . Cathie, dispensed with. 
Vice B. Gaunson, transferred 

to Land T ax  Office.
Vice G. E . Alexander, resigned. 

N ew  appointment.
N ew  appointment.

N ew  appointment.

Vice J .  O. Ridge, deceased. 
New appointment.
N ew  appointment.
Vice G . Tuckwell, resigned. 
Vice II . C. Malcolm, trans­

ferred to D rafting Branch. 
Vice A . P . Smith, dispensed 

with.
N ew  appointment.
Vice W. II. Hamilton, resigned. 
Vice Shillinglaw, resigned. 
New  appointment.
N ew  appointment.
Vice E . II. Lenny, dismissed.

* W ith an allowance o f £110 per annum for Forage, Sec.
D epartm ent of Lands and Survey, F R A N C IS  LO N G M O R E,

Melbourne, 11th February, 1878. Commissioner of Crown Lands and S uney.



Name. Office. Date of Appointment. Annual Salary.

N o appointm ents of Classified Officers have been made in the period.

T e m p o r a r y  a n d  U n c l a s s i f i e d  O f f ic e r s .
£  s. d.

Jo h n  Griffiths Inspector of W orks 16 Ju ly , 1877 260 0 0
William Neale M echanic in charge of N ew  Public Offices 26 Nov., 1877 208 0 0
G. A . Badger Draftsm an, Parliam ent Houses ... 12 364 0 0
J .  B. Cohen Draftsm an, General W ork 12 312 0 0
Robert Roberts Draftsm an, Parliam ent Houses ... 12 182 0 0
J .  A . Doolan D raftsm an, General W ork 12 156 0 0
Jam es W elsh D raftsm an, G eneral W ork 12 104 0 0
E . IL  T ate Ju n io r C lerk ... 13 Dec., 1877 65 0 0
Andrew Young Clerk Roads and Bridges 12 Nov., 1-877 150 0 0

Public W orks Office, C IIA S . L E  C R E N ,
7th February, 1878. A cting Secretary.

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A D E  A N D  C U S T O M S .— N o. I .

R e t u r n  of all N ew  A ppointm ents made b y  the  present G overnm ent in the D epartm ent of T rade and Customs, 
w ith  the Names, D ates of Appointm ent, and Salary attached to each office, from 22nd M ay, 1877, to 
5 th  M arch, 1878.

Date of 
Appoint- N am e, See. Office. Salary. Remarks.

1877.
18 June D ouglas Elder A ctin g  Superintendent of the A lfred  

Graving Dock, also A cting  Marine 
Surveyor, &c., &c., &c.

£30  ^  month During Mr. B irnie’s absence on sick  
leave.

17 July W . P . Power . .. E xtra Clerk, Customs, Melbourne £ 3  4P week Vice C. Macdonald, transferred to 
Cowana.

13 Aug. Thomas Birm ingham  ... Extra Clerk, Customs, Melbourne ... £ 1  ^  week Vice W . P . Power, transferred to  
Echuca.

27 Aug. W . L. Stillm an . .. E xtra  Clerk, Commissioner’s Office ... £ 2 10s. week Preparing Returns for Parliam ent, 
and in place o f a classified officer 
absent from illness and since dis­
pensed with.

17 Oct. R. D . Espinasse Surveyor under Part V  o f the “ Pas­
sengers, Harbors, and Navigation  
Statute o f 1865,” for Melbourne and 
Sandridge

£200 ^  annum Vice R. Fullarton, transferred to 
Harbor Trust, &c., &c.

22 Oct. Jas. F lin t To carry out portion o f Part II  o f  
the “ Passengers, Harbors, and N avi­
gation Statute 1865 ” relating to 
m anagem ent of P ublic W harfs, at 
L a Trobe W harf, Sale

£20 ^  annum.

25 Oct. R. F . Talbot . .. Sub-Inspector o f D istilleries £150  annum On probation from 13th June. A p ­
pointm ent rendered necessary by  
opening of new distillery.

10 Nov. J. Thomas A ctin g  W eigher, Echuca ... £ 2  10s. <$" week Vice W . P. Power, deceased.
17 Dec. A . W illey A cting W eigher, W odonga... £ 2  10s. 4P week Vice J. F lynn, transferred to Cowana.

1878.
New Magazine opened.28 Jan. F . W . A . Babb Laborer at N ew  Powder Magazine, 

Footscray  
Officer in charge of Old Powder Maga­

zine, Footscray

7s. 6d. diem

13 Feb. F. D. Lacy 10s. diem Vice J. R. Keays, transferred to  N ew  
Powder Magazine ; the Old Maga­
zine being kept open for storage o f  
dynamite.

Department of Trade and Customs, 
Melbourne, 5th  March, 1878.

J. C H A T FIE L D  TYLER,
Assistant Commissioner of Trade and Customs.



R e t u r n  of all A ppointm ents (other than  those mentioned in R eturn  No. I) , being ordinary changes, transfers, 
and promotions made by the present Governm ent in the D epartm ent of T rade and Customs, w ith  the 
Names, D ates of Appointm ents, and Salary attached to each office, from 22nd M ay, 1877, to 5th M arch, 1878.

D ate ot 
Yppoint- Nam e, See Office, Remarks

1877. 
4 June

4 June

4 June

18 June  
18 June

3 J u ly

4 J u ly

16 J u ly

23 J u ly  
30 Ju ly

30 J u ly

30 Ju ly

30 Ju ly  

30 J u ly

30 Ju ly  
13 Aug. 
20 A ug.

20 A ug.

20 A ug. 
20 Aug. 
20 Aug. 
20 Aug.
23 Aug.

27 A ug.

31 Aug.

31 A ug,

31 Aug.

31 A ug. 
31 A ug. 
31 A ug.

3 Sept.

24 Sept.

1 Oct.

22 Oct. 
22 Oct. 
22 Oct.

22 Oct.

22 Oct. 
22 Oct. 
22 Oct. 
22 Oct. 
12 Nov. 
12 Nov.

19 Nov. 
19 Nov.

W. E. W annop (Officer in charge of To carry out and enforce Part II  of 
Railway W harf, Eclm ca) j the “ Passengers, Harbors, and N avi-

I gation Statute 1865,” and the Port
I and Harbor Rules, &c., at the Rail-
; w ay W harf, Echuca

A. R. P lcace (Harbor Master, G eelong) 1 Harbor Master, Geelong, 3rd Schedule

R. Perry (Inspector of Stock)

John W elsh (Police Constable)
A lfred  Rouvray (C lerk on probation)

George Pentland (A cting inspector of 
Stock)

E. D arcy (late of P olice) ...

A . R  Pleace (Harbor M aster, Geelong)

W . II. Me W illiam  (Inspector of Stock) 
Geo. Tapp (K eeper o f the Lighthouse, 

Gabo Island, at £200)
Thom as M usgrave (Keeper of the L ight­

house, W ilson’s Prom ontory, at £180) 
P atrick Fanning (A ssistan t Lighthouse 

Keeper, Shortland’s Bluff) at 7s. per 
diem)

H enry W hite (Boatm an at W illiam s- 
town, at 7s. 6d. per diem)

Thomas McGowan (Quarter M aster 
S.S. V ictoria)

J. R evell (in P olice)
W . P. Power (extra  Clerk) . ..
J. Falconbridge (Inspector of D istil­

leries)

E. E lliget (Inspector of Stock)

H. M cKenzie (Inspector o f Stock) . ..  
W. E. M ontgom ery (Inspector of Stock) 
Edward Crilly (in  P o lice) . ..
Cornelius Ryan (in P o lic e ) ...
J. F lynn (K ew Lunatic A sy lu m )

W . Spurling (Inspector o f Stock)

W . II. M cEachern (Inspector o f Stock)

J. L. Storm ont (Inspector of S to ck )...

W . II. Me W illiam  (Inspector of Stock)

E. Byrne (Inspector of Stock)
R, Pennefather (Inspector of S to ck )... 
J. F . Corney (Inspector o f Stock)

W . McMullen (Clerk on probation) ... 

A . J . Campbell (W eigher, M elbourne)

C. H. W heatland (Clerk, T reasury)

James Leake (Station Master, Chiltern)
H. S. Palm er (Superintendent of Police) 
Joseph Archibald (Sub-Inspector of 

P olice)
W. G. D rought (Sub-Inspector of 

P olice)
J. N . Larner (Sub-Inspector o f P olice) 
J. Babington (Sub-Inspector o f P olice) 
II. Baber, (Sub-Inspector o f P olice) ... 
J. Toohey (Sub-Inspector of P o lice)... 
J. W . Langford
James Long (M essenger on probation)

E. E. Graves (in P olice)
S. W . Bennett (in P olice) ...

A cting  Officer of Customs, Tocum wall

A cting  Officer of Customs, Edenhope 
Clerk in D istilleries, &c. (5th class) . ..

A cting  Officer of Customs, Swan H ill

Sub-Inspector o f D istilleries

Assistant Inspector of Fisheries

Officer of Customs, Delegete  
K eeper of the Lighthouse, Cape 

Sclianck, 3rd Schedule 
K eeper of the Lighthouse, Gabo 

Island, 3rd Schedule 
Keeper of the Lighthouse, W ilson’s 

Prom ontory, 3rd Schedule

A ssistant Lighthouse Keeper, Short­
land’s B luff, 3rd Schedule 

Boatman at W illiam stown, 3rd Sche­
dule

Officer of Customs at Law loit 
A cting  W eigher, Customs, Echuca ... 
A cting  Collector of Customs, A cting  

A ssistant Im m igration Officer, &c., 
&c., P ort A lbert 

Officer of Customs at Penola

Officer o f Customs at W illis 
Officer of Customs at A psley  
Officer of Customs at Yarrawonga ... 
Officer of Customs at Yarrawonga ...  
A cting W eigher, Customs, W odonga...

A cting  Officer of Customs, Narung ...

Officer o f Customs at W ahgunyah ...

Officer of Customs at D elegete

Officer of Customs at Penola

Officer o f Customs at Swan Hill 
Officer of Customs at Tocum wall 
Officer of Customs at Narung

Clerk, Customs, at G eelong (5th class) 

A cting Coastwaiter at Cowana

A cting Collector of Customs, Portland

Officer of Customs at Chiltern  
Inspector of D istilleries 
D itto

D itto

D itto
D itto
D itto
Inspector of D isilleries 
A ssistant Inspector of F isheries 
M essenger in Customs, Warrnambool, 

3rd Schedule 
Officer o f Customs at Dartmoor 
To carry out portion of Part I I  of the 

“ Passengers,Harbors, and Navigation  
Statute 1865 ” relating to m anage­
m ent of Public W harfs at Dromana

£275

Nil

£20
£80

Nil

£150

N il

£20
£200

£200

£180

7s. per diem

7s. 6d. per diem

£ 20 .
£ 2 10s per week  
£ 2  2s. per week  

in  addition to sa­
lary as Inspector 
of D istilleries

N il

Nil 
N il 
N il 
N il

£ 2 10s. per week

£20

£20

£20

N il

£20
£20
£20

£80

Allowance £2  
2s. per week  
additional 

Nil

£10
N il
N il

N il

N il
N il
N il
N il
Nil.

12s.6d. per week

£20
N il

Vice Patterson removed.

Captain Pleace having become 
insolvent, liis office was for­
feited under the “ Civil Ser­
vice Act.” Ke-instated as 
from 4til M ay, 1877.

During Mr. Byrne’s 
leave of absence.

Vice Bracken removed. 
On probation from 26th 

February, 1877. 
During Mr. Corney’s 

absence on sick leave. 
Transferred from Police 

Force.
Vice Sergeant Toohey 

resigned.
Vice Roycroft deceased. 
Vice Bowie superan­

nuated.
Vice Tapp transferred.

Vice Musgrave trans­
ferred.

Vice Fanning promoted. 

Vice W hite transferred.

Died 23rd October.
Vice Branford on sick 

leave, and afterwards 
superannuated.

Paid as Inspector of 
Stock.

D itto.
Ditto.
P aid  by Police.
D itto.
Transferred from Kew 

Lnnatic Asylum.
Vice Bruce dispensed 

w ith.
Vice Cobham trans­

ferred.
Vice McWilliam trans­

ferred.
Paid as Inspector of 

Stock.
Vice Corney transferred. 
Vice Byrne transferred. 
Vice Spurling trans­

ferred.
On probation from 22nd Feb­

ruary, 1877, in place of a 
4th class Clerk deceased.

Vice M cDonald sus­
pended.

During Mr. Treacy’s 
absence on leave.

Vice Maude transferred. 
Paid as Officer of Police. 
Ditto.

D itto.

Ditto.
D itto.
D itto.
D itto.

On probation from 23rd 
May, 1876.

Paid  by Police.



Date of 
Appoint-

1877." 
19 Nov.

10 Dec.

10 Dec.

17 Dec. 

17 Dec. 

17 Dec. 

17 Dec.

17 Dec.

1878.
7 Jan.

8 Jan. 

8 Jan.

21 Jan. 

21 Jan.

18 Feb.

18 Feb.

18 Feb. 

18 Feb. 

18 Feb. 

18 Feb. 

18 Feb. 

18 Feb.

Nam e, &c.

F. W. Howden (Chief Clerk, Customs, 
Melbourne)

J. Flynn (Acting Weigher, Wodonga, 
£2 10s.)

W. Andrews

C. K. Smith (Engineer, Dockyard) ..

J . Thomas (Senior Boatman, Port 
Albert, at 8s. 6d.)

T. H ocking (Boatman, Port A lbert, at 
7s. 6d.)

John Hanby (M ate W est Channel 
Lightship, at £140)

John Thomson (Seaman, W est Chan­
nel, at 7s. 6d.)

W. Spurling (Inspector o f Sheep and 
Stock)

J. Chatfield T yler (A ssistan t Com­
missioner of Trade and Customs)

F . W . Howden (Chief Clerk, Customs, 
Melbourne)

C. B. Payne, R .N. (C hief Harbor 
M aster)

George H eath (Inspector o f D istil­
leries)

H. J . Leplastrier (Accountant, Com­
missioner’s Office, 3rd class, at £485)

F . J. Jones (Clerk, 4th class, at £350)

F. R. Robinson (Engineer, at 14s. per 
diem)

A. W . Leonard (A ssistant Light- 
keeper at Gabo Island, at 8s. 6d.)

J . W atson (Boatman, W illiam stown, 
at 7s. 6d.)

R. Perry (Inspector of Stock)

George Pentland ...

A . E. Gomm (D eputy Superintendent 
of the M ercantile Marine Office, 
M elbourne)

Office.

Collector of Im posts, and to sign all 
Revenue Statem ents and Salary A c­
counts for the Treasury 

Coast waiter at Cowan a, 3rd Schedule

A cting Receiver at Castlemaine of 
D uties chargeable on Spirits distilled 
within the colony of Victoria, &c. 

A cting Engineer, Surveyor, and E x ­
aminer of Engineers, &c., &c.

Mate of W est Channel L ight Vessel, 
3rd Schedule 

Seaman, W est Channel L ight Vessel, 
3rd Schedule  

Senior Boatman at P ort Albert, 3rd 
Schedule

Boatman, Port A lbert, 3rd Schedule...

A cting  Officer of Customs at Swan 
Hill

Collector of Customs at Melbourne ...

Collector of Im posts, and to sign all 
Statem ents o f Revenue and Salary 
Accounts, &c., &c., &c.

Immigration A gent, Superintendent of 
M ercantile Marine, &c., &c.

A cting Chief Inspector of D istilleries

Accountant and Inspector (2nd class)

Clerk (3rd class) ...

Engineer, 3rd Schedule . ..

Boatman, W illiam stown, 3rd Schedule

Assistant Lightkeeper, Gabo Island, 
3rd Schedule 

A cting Officer of Customs, &c., at Tin- 
taldra

A cting Officer of Customs at Tocum- 
w all

Collector of Im posts, Melbourne

Nil

£3  per week and 
£1 Is. per week 
allowance 

Nil

Nil 

£140  

7s. 6d. per diem 

8s. 6d. per diem  

7s. 6d. per diem

Nil 

N il 

Nil

Nil 

Nil 

£500

£375

14s. per diem. 

7s. 6d. per diem 

8s. 6d. per diem 

Nil 

Nil 

N il

Remarks.

During Mr. Guthrie’s 
leave of absence.

Vice Campbell returned 
to Melbourne as 
W eigher.

During the absence on 
leave of Mr. Green.

During the absence on 
leave of Mr. A . Wilson.

Vice Hanby transferred.

Vice Thomson trans­
ferred.

Vice Thomas trans­
ferred.

Vice H ocking trans­
ferred.

During the absence on 
leave of Mr. Byrne.

Vice II. M. Guthrie dis­
pensed with.

Ditto.

Vice L. A. Moody dis­
pensed with.

D itto.

On probation as Inspector 
from 1st October, 1876., vice 
It. D own, Inspector, &c., 
superannuated. Appoint­
m ent confirmed from that 
date, and promoted to 2nd 
class from 1st Ju ly , 1877.

In consequence of Mr. Le- 
plastrier’s appointment as 
Inspector, &c., and to date 
from 1st Ju ly , 1877.

Vice J. W atson ex­
changed.

Vice A . W . Leonard 
exchanged.

Vice G. Stuckey absent 
on leave.

Vice R. Pennefather  
absent on leave.

During temporary ab­
sence of Superinten­
dent on duty.

Department of T rade and Customs,
Melbourne, 5 th M arch, 1878.

J .  C H A T F IE L D  T Y L E R ,
A ssistant Commissioner of Trade and Customs.

P O S T  A N D  T E L E G R A P H  D E P A R T M E N T .

Name.
Date of 

Appoint­
ment.

Salary.

D. M clnnes ...
1877.
2 Ju n e 18s. per week.

T. S. Sm ith ... 30 M ay » V
F . McConville 14 Ju n e j j  „
A . Bennett ... 21 „ 10s. 6d. „
M. P . Lowry 21 „ 18s. „
D. Rose 26 „ „ „
A. E . W ilson ... 22 „ 10s. 6d. ,,
G. J .  Willis ... 1 Ju ly „ .,
J .  Biles 9 „ 18s. „
R. F . Toutcher 16 „ „ „
A da Tapp 6 „ £60  per annum.
J .  D em ptster... 24 „ 10s. 6d. per week.
E va K ildahl ... 23 „ £40  per annum.
Jessie M cK ay 3 Aug. 33 33

Alma H ellsten 1 „ 33 33

J .  Cohen 8 „ 18s. per week.
A. P . Bock ... 25 Ju ly 20s.

Name.
Date of 

Appoint­
ment.

Salary.

Eliza H itchens
1877. 

16 Aug. £40 per annum.
Georgina Hitchens 16 „ » )>
Catherine Munro 27 „ :> )>
Louisa A . De Gruchy ... 27 „ » »
H . Horrocks ... 27 Sept. £100
W . H arley ... 3 „ 18s. per week.
J .  Carter 31 Aug. 33 33

C. Graham 6 Sept. 45s. ,,
E . Mirams 1 Ju ly £150 per annum.
E. S. B re tt ... 21 Aug. 30s. per week.
J .  C. Crooks ... 24 Sept. 18s.
M argt. M iller... 21 Aug. £40  per annum.
W. S ’ Gordon 4 Oct. 18s. per week.
W . J .  Fitzgerald 8 „ 10s. tid, ,,
J .  Brown. 10 „ 36s. „
B. Williams ... 1 „ 10s. 6d. „
J .  A. Gay lard 1 „ >7 77



Name.
Date of 

Appoint­
ment.

Salary. Name.
Date of 

Appoint­
ment. Salary.

1877. 1877.
K . S. P a lm e r... 13 Oct. £40  per annum. A . W arnecke... 1 Dec. I0s.6d.per week.
M. Cregan 19 „ 10s. 6d. per week. S. Bleazby 4 „
J .  Jo lly 22 „ >> ? ? T . Mulder 6 „
P . Alroe 24 „ Helen M. Pow ell 1 „ £40  per aimum.
C. S. Clarke ... 1 Nov. „  „ J .  G. David ... 12 „ 10s.6d.per week.
R . J .  Collier ... 7 „ 18s. J .  T. Maguire 19 „
W . Adam s 6 „ 10s. 6d. „ J .  W allis 17 „
J .  M cM ahon ... 7 „ 36s. „ C. J .  H arris .. . 17 „

w  »

R . E vans 9 „ 10s. 6d. „ F . Foxcroft ... 17 „ 20s. ”
J .  I I . M e G arvin 13 „ 99  99 R . W ilson 29 „ 18s. „
D . F . Molomby 8 „ »  99 1878.
J .  Moloney ... 13 „ 99 99 A . Franz 1 Jan . 30s. ,,
S. J .  E llio tt ... 15 „ >9 99 J .  A . M ackenzie 14 „
J .  Sheil 19 „ 99 99 A . E . Lem pke ... 11 „ »  ,

J .  Jackson 9 „ 99  99 H . P . Sennett 8 „ 10s. 6d. „
F . M cEntee ... 1 „ 99 99 O. H . P hillips 16 „ ’ > „

Frances O’Reilly 7 „ 21s. „

N o t e .—In addition to the above, there have been 152 appointments of Postmasters to the charge of Country Post Offices at
salaries ranging from £6 to £100 per annum.

S. W . M cG O W A N ,
G eneral P o s t Office, A cting  D eputy Postmaster-General.

28 th  January , 1878.

R A IL W A Y  D E P A R T M E N T .

Nil.

G E O . A . L A V A T E R ,
D epartm ent of Railw ays, Accountant.

4 th  February, 1878. 1

M IN IN G  D E P A R T M E N T .

Name. Office. Date of Salary or Remarks.Appointment. Allowance.

1877.
W . W . Greene ... M ining R egistrar 18 Ju n e P aid  by fees Vice O. W . Collins, transferred.
J .  Sm art ' . . . M ining R egistrar 

W arden’s Clerk
20 „ £15  per annum and fees Vice P e te r W right, resigned.

S. Cooper 21 Ju ly £10  per annum D uring the absence on sick
leave of M r. Woodman, Mr. 
Cooper was. relieved by Mr. 
Batem an, 5 th  Dec. 1877.

J .  C. Forster M ining R egistrar 30 „ £10  per annum and 
fees

N ew  appointment, necessitated 
by discovery of Bethanga 
goldfields.

R . Irv ine K eeper of P ow der M aga­ 1 Ju n e £10  per annum Vice Constable McCormick.
(Constable) zine . .

T . Wilson K eeper o f Pow der M aga­ 9 A ug. £2 0  per annum Vice Sergeant W ebb, and since
(Constable) zine relieved by Sergeant Farrell.

T . K aighin M ining R egistrar 17 Sept. £ 5  per annum and fees.
J .  F letcher M ining Registrar 5 „ P aid  by fees Vice J a s . Smith, deceased.
H . Horrocks W arden’s Clerk 28 „ £10  per annum  ... TYccT.Holderness, transferred.
E . C. Bell M ining R egistrar 19 „ P aid  by fees Vice J .  T . Strong, deceased.
A . Goding A ssistant M ining R egis­ 8 Oct. P a id  by M ining R e­ Vice T . Woodman.

tra r g istrar
D uring the absence on sickF . H . D . C o tter... W arden’s Clerk 1 Nov. £2 0  per annum

leave of M r. Heap.
F rank  Brown ... Clerk of M ining Board 26 „ £150 per annum ... Diming the absence on sick

leave of M r. Burnside.
G . F . B atem an ... W arden’s Clerk 5 Dec. 

1878.
P aid  as C .P .S . . . . Vice T . Woodman, relieved.

N . G. S tephens... W arden’s Clerk 10 Ja n . P a id  as D istrict Vice E . M. Cannes, whose
M ining R egistrar services have been dispensed

w ith.



Name. Office. Date of 
Appointment.

Salary or 
Allowance. Remarks.

H . B usst 
T . Farrell 

(Constable) 
J .  F innie

Office-keeper 
K eeper of Pow der M aga­

zine
L ithographic P rin te r ...

1 Ja n . 
8 „

21

£ 1 0  per annum 
£ 2 0  per annum

18s. a day

Vice T . H ogan, resigned.
Vice Sergeant Thom as W ilson, 

resigned.
Re-appointm ent, his services 

having been dispensed w ith 
on the 9 th January .

V ic t o r ia n  W a t e r  S u p p l y  B r a n c h .

W. M cKean Overseer
1877.
4 Ju n e 15s. per day.

E . English R eservoir-keeper 27 Ju ly 10s. per day and 7s.

C. L. Lutz D raftsm an and Computer 29 A ug.
6d. per week for rent. 

£ 4  per week.
W . Quillinan A ssistan t Channel-keeper 22 Dec. 6s. 6d. per day.

T H O S . C O U C H M A N ,
Secretary for Mines.



E V I D E N C E
j

TAKEN AT THE BAE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

ON THE

RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BILL,

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

ORDERED B Y  T H E  CO UNCIL TO B E  P R IN T E D , I 8 t h  SEPTEM BER, 1877.

33g SutfiorilB:
JO H N  F E R R E S , GOVERNM ENT P R I N T E R ,  M ELBOURNE.





MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

T A K E N  A T  T H E  B A R  O F T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL  ON T H E  R A IL W A Y  

C O N S T R U C T IO N  B IL L  (IN  C O M M IT T E E  O F T H E  W H O L E  C O U N C IL).

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 2 n d  A U G U S T  1877.

Thomas Higinbotham, Esq., Engineer-in-Chief, examined.
1. B y  the H o n . S ir  C. S laden .— You are aware o f the Railway B ill which is now before the 

Parliament ?— Yes.
2. There are several schedules to the Bill showing the lines o f railw ay projected ?— Yes.
3. A re you familiar w ith the circumstances connected w ith  the lines described in each of those

schedules ?— W ith some of them  I  am.
4. A t the present I  w ish to draw your attention particularly to the first schedule, w hich relates to

the line connecting Melbourne and Oakleigh. A re you familiar w ith the  circumstances connected w ith this 
fine?—I  know the line on the map only. I  have not made any survey of it, nor taken any levels, nor 
made any estimate of the cost o f the line.

5. A re you capable of expressing an opinion upon the estimate of the  cost of the line ?— No ; I  have 
not had any instructions to prepare an estim ate in regard to the line— of th a t portion of the  line, perhaps I  
should say—between Swanston street and the junction w ith the  line tha t is known as G ran t’s line, or the 
green line, upon the plan originally prepared.

6. W here does tha t junction take p lace?— T hat junction takes place near the  crossing of the 
Hobson’s Bay railw ay close to the  Y arra , between the South Y arra  station and the point w here the 
Hobson’s Bay railway crosses the Y arra. I  am not quite sure about the exact point.

7. You are alluding to where it  crosses the Hobson’s B ay railw ay between the river and G ardiner’s 
Creek road station ?—Yes.

8. A re you prepared to express an opinion upon the estimates so far as they concern the line from 
that point ?— I  am not prepared to express any opinion upon the estimate th a t has been made for th a t portion 
of the line between the point w here it crosses the Hobson’s Bay railw ay and Swanston street.

9. No, bu t between the points of intersection and Oakleigh ?— Yes, I  have prepared an estimate 
for th a t part, bu t not separately from th e  other portions of the line which was then contemplated. T he 
line originally contemplated, and for w hich I  prepared the  estimate, was a line leaving Spencer street, 
carried on a viaduct along F linders street. I t  crosses the Hobson’s Bay railw ay and the R iver Y arra, 
proceeding through the Domain and the Botanical Gardens. I t  takes the route shown upon the plan 
beyond th a t point. My name will be found printed to the estimate of the cost of th a t fine.

10. How much o f the estimate of th a t line will apply to the line which is in the schedule as it at 
present stands ?— I  am not prepared to say. I  could furnish the information to the Committee, bu t a t this 
moment I  am not prepared to say.

11. Could you give an opinion to the  Committee generally as to the sufficiency of the estimate 
stated in the schedule— £25,000 a mile ?—I  should not like to give an opinion as to the sufficiency of any 
estimate which has not been based upon surveys and levels, and at the time the estim ate was made for that 
portion of the line substituted for the line through the Botanical Gardens there were not, so far as I  am 
aware, any surveys or levels taken.

12. M ight I  ask you to state to the  House what are the rules, or w hat is the custom usual w ith the 
office over which you preside w ith regard to railways which are projected and put before the Legislature ; is 
it usual, or is it  not usual, that the Engineer-in-C hief should be conversant w ith the circumstances of each 
line ?— I t  is usual.

13. I t  is usual ?— Yes.
14. Then this is rather a  departure from the usual course ?—Yes.
15. Could you inform the Committee who will be in a position to give all the required information w ith 

regard to the line, from its commencement, to Oakleigh ?-—M r. W atson made the estimates.
16. M r. W atson?— Yes. . .
17. H e is a gentleman in  the  same office as yourself?— Yes, he is the resident engineer tor the

Gippsland railway.
18. Then, in fact, as Engineer-in-Chief, you do not hold yourself at all responsible for anything

connected with the first schedule ?— No. .
19. A re  you able to express an opinion as to the sufficiency of the ground at the intersection of 

Swanston and Flinders streets, where it  is here stated th a t the railway is to commence as to the sufficiency 
for a station I  mean ?— I  believe it  would be found quite insufficient. I  believe tha t the area a t the point 
you speak of would be found quite insufficient for the purposes of a station for the general traffic.

20. That is at this end ; does tha t apply to the whole length as far as Spring street . — Yes.
21. As I  understand by the schedule there is a w idth of half a chain at the starting from Swanston

street, running along Flinders street ?— N ot having prepared the schedule, I  cannot say.



t. Hirinbotham, 22. T he schedule says, “ Commenciug at a point on the east side of Swanston street, in the City of
Melbourne 50 links south of the south-east angle of Swanston street at its junction w ith Flinders street • 

22ndA ugust is77. thence for 20 chains 65 links in a stra igh t line bearing north 62° east,” so I  take it tha t tha t line encloses a’ 
space ha lf a chain wide between th a t and Flinders street, running along for 20 chains ?— I  do not under­
stand the schedule in the way you do. I  th ink tha t merely describes the direction of the centre line, it does 
not describe the w idth of land taken.

23. Still it begins with a w idth of 50 links ?— I  have not seen the schedule— [a  copy o f  the schedule 
was handed to the witness] — This appears to me merely to refer to the starting point, “ 50 links south of the 
south-east angle of Swanston street.”

24. Then do I  understand that there is nothing in the schedule at all to fix the site of the station ?__
I  think not.

T he H on. J . A . W allace.— M r. H iginbotham  has only now seen it for the first time.
T he W itness.— Yes.
25. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— You know the circumstances, Mr. Higinbotham, of the Gippsland 

railw ay ?— Yes.
26. I  presume that is under your general supervision ?— Yes.
27. As head of the E ngineer’s D epartm ent ?—Yes.
28. Can you inform the Committee about w hat time it  is likely that the railway will be finished as far 

as Oakleigh ?— I think the line should be opened from Sale to O akleigh by the end of next March ; I  have 
no doubt it w ill be done by th a t time. Some portions of it will be opened before that time.

29. A t which end of the line are the portions of the line which will be opened before that time ?— 
Between Oakleigh and the Bunyip, in about a m onth or six  weeks at latest.

30. W ill tha t be a t this end of the line or in the middle ?— A t this end of the line.
31. T h a t is to say, some portion of the line will be open to Oakleigh in M arch sometime ?—From 

O akleigh to the B unyip can be ready in a month.
32. I  am going to ask you a general question w ith reference to this, not referring to this in particular, 

bu t it  w ill apply to th is schedule as well as to the  others. In  the fifth section of the A ct there is a limit of 
expenditure proposed, and th a t says in schedule one the lim it will be to a sum not exceeding the average 
over the  railw ay mentioned of £25,000 a m ile ; I  w ant to ask if  th a t estimate includes the cost of the 
station a t the term inus. I  am speaking now in the abstract—of any line ?— As a rule it would do, and it 
does for any estim ates for which I  am responsible.

33. You are not aware in the present instance w hether it does ?— I  am not aware whether it includes 
a term inus for w hat is called the D irect L ine from O akleigh to Swanston street.

34. I  should like to ask now for information upon a point of policy which I  should imagine has been 
considered in the Railway department, tha t is for the future. T hat is, is it considered necessary that there 
should be any central railway station for the traffic of all the lines? Is th a t a policy adopted by the Railway 
departm ent, or has it not been considered ?— I t  has been considered. I t  is desirable to keep all the traffic 
as nearly at one point as possible.

35. A nd the lines which have been projected have been projected w ith a view to preserve the 
connection ?— Certainly. Duplicate stations involve very large additional expenditure.

36. I  th ink  you stated ju s t now th a t you had been connected w ith a direct line from Spencer street 
station crossing the river a t a high level southward to meet the Gippsland line at Oakleigh ?— I  had nothing 
to do w ith  the surveys of the line, nor w ith the setting out o f th a t line.

37. No ; bu t you are aware that such a line has been designed and surveyed ?— Yes ; and in the Bill 
as originally introduced into the Legislative Assembly th a t line was included, and I  signed the estimate for 
th a t line.

38. Yes. D id you see any objection to tha t line as regards its connection w ith Spencer street?— 
Y e s ; I  saw the strongest objections to th a t line, and expressed strong objections to it.

39. M ay I  ask w hat your objection w as?—Do I  understand the honorable member to mean the line 
as it was originally proposed ?

40. T he line as it was originally proposed—yes. I  speak of the line direct from Spencer street 
crossing the river a t a high level— I  th ink the first line, the line originally in the Bill. I  am anxious to get, 
i f  possible, all the objections that exist to a connection w ith the Spencer street station to railways coming 
from the south or from the south side of the river, and I  do not wish to travel one bit out of the road or to 
ask an irrevelant question. T he reason I  ask this question is, that I  th ink it is quite time that, before we go 
any further with railways, there should be something like a definite policy as to the  way of connecting the 
whole system of railways with a central station, if there is to be a central station ; and, if there is to be a 
central station, w here th a t central station is to be ; and, w ith that view, I  am anxious to know what 
objections there are to connecting Spencer-street station w ith anything coming from the south by a line 
across the river in the way originally suggested?— I  understand the honorable member to ask my objections 
to the proposed viaduct ?

41. Y es; any objection th a t may occur to you to a line coming in in the way tha t was proposed to 
Spencer street ?— The proposed line left Spencer street, and one of my objections was th a t it crossed the 
principal approach to the goods station at Spencer street upon the level-------

42. T hat is F linders s treet ?— No, I  am beginning now at Spencer street. T he line originally 
proposed would have crosssed the principal approach to the goods station a t Spencer street upon a level, 
thereby obstructing a very large traffic. The line then passed on to Flinders street and would, I  believe, 
have formed a serious obstruction to the wharves in F linders street, at the part where the street is narrowest, 
opposite William street. I t  would have crossed over the approach to what is called the Falls Bridge, ovei 
the Hobson’s Bay railw ay and the river Y arra, which would have been an expensive work, and, I  think, 
perhaps, involving some considerable difficulties in construction. I t  would then have crossed over the flooded 
portion, or the portion th a t is flooded occasionally on the south side of P rince’s Bridge, forming a most serious 
and dangerous obstruction, in,m y opinion, in time of floods. I t  would then have passed over the southern 
approach to P rince’s Bridge, which it has been always contem plated to improve and raise, and when that 
approach is raised, if  it ever be raised, the line as originally proposed in the Bill would have crosssd the 
raised approach on a level. T ha t is to say, the main approach from the southern side to the city— from all 
the southern suburbs to the city—would have had a railw ay level-crossing upon it. T he line then passed 
through the Domain and through the Botanical Gardens.



43. I  ask only w ith reference to its immediate connection with Spencer s tree t?— Yes ; those were t . Higinbotham, 
the objections I  took to the line as originally proposed. cminuk

44. Is  there any objection to the bridge crossing the river a t the point where it would lead to 22nd August 1877. 
Spencer street?— I  here is no insuperable objection. The bridge would be somewhat difficult of construc­
tion, because it would cross over the Hobson’s Bay railw ay, but there is nothing insuperable there.

45. B ut I  was alluding to the navigation ?— I t  would not affect the navigation at a l l ; the proposed 
line was quite free from that objection.

46. Then the principal objection, as I  understand, is that this connection with Spencer street was at 
a level with one of your principal approaches?— W ith the principal approach to the goods shed, and w ith 
the approach to the south side of Prince’s Bridge, if it be ever improved as it is contemplated to improve it, 
and as I  have no doubt it will be improved.

47. Would that same objection apply to a railway laid down along F linders street, for instance, 
supposing it were determined to make one ?— Certainly.

48. Coming from the east ?— Yes ; but I  understand it is proposed to work the traffic upon the line 
now included in the Bill by horses from Swanston street to Spencer street, not by locomotives. The line 
about which the honorable member has been ju s t inquiring, was proposed to be worked by locomotives.
I may say that, apart from the particular objections I  have ju s t now mentioned, to that scheme, for bringing 
the traffic from the south side by a viaduct along Flinders street, I  have always taken the general objection 
that the south side is not the righ t side of the city on which to bring in the Gippsland traffic. T he great 
bulk of that traffic, it appears to me, is of a kind th a t should be taken to the north side of the city, and 
could be properly accommodated only there.

49. By what route would that come ?— B y w hat is known as the O uter Circle railw ay.
50. Is  there no o ther way of overcoming the difficulty th a t you see of coming in by the south, but 

that Outer Circle ?— I  do not th ink there is ; for the trade in live stock, in timber, in firewood, and produce, 
which would form the main elements, and by far the most im portant -elements as to bulk and value of the 
Gippsland traffic. The Gippsland traffic in passengers, I  believe, will be insignificant ; certainly not a 
third, in point of value or revenue, o f the other traffic of which I  have spoken.

51. You do not th ink the G ippsland railw ay then will be rem unerative ?— I  do th ink it will be 
remunerative. I t  will be rem unerative on account of the traffic in live stock, in timber, and in produce ; 
but I  do not th ink it would be rem unerative if  the passenger traffic alone were taken into account.

52. Now, going back to the central station. Have you formed any idea as to w hat is the  proper site 
in the future for a central station, to connect the whole system of V ictorian railways ?— I  proposed some 
years since a central passenger station, distinct from the goods station, a t Spencer street. T h a t was on a 
site adjoining E lizabeth street. T here were some very strong objections made to that, and the m atter has 
never been pressed further.

53. T hat was due to the immense cost, or supposed cost, of the site ?— To the supposed immense 
cost. I  believe th a t the ideas as to w hat it would cost, were very much exaggerated.

54. Do you conceive that it is essential th a t the  passenger station should, be separated from the 
goods station, as a perm anent central station ?— No ; I  th ink if  they could be kept together so much the 
better ; but I  believed at the  time, a t all events, th a t the  whole area at Spencer street, w hich is now occu­
pied by goods and passengers, would be required for goods a lo n e ; and I  also believed that, w ith the growing 
importance of M elbourne, the public would not be satisfied w ith a station a t one end of the city, as it were, 
for the accommodation o f passengers.

55. Practically you have not occupied the whole ground which was w ithin your reach a t the 
Spencer street station. T here is plenty of ground available which you have not a t present occupied ?—
There is a very large area of swamp available ; but to make it practically available would require an 
immense expenditure in raising it.

56. I  take it, th a t there is space there a t all events ?— There is space, bu t the level is very much too 
low to be practically available.

57. Therefore if it tu rned  out th a t it was not practicable to get any other station, th a t site would 
fulfil all the conditions necessary for a central station both for passengers and goods ?— Certainly ; it is quite 
possible to make a very good station for both goods and passengers a t Spencer street, if  the public are 
satisfied to have the passenger station so far from the centre of the city.

58. I  understand you to say th a t the proposed connection w ith the Gippsland railway (supposing the 
terminus to be at somewhere in the vicinity of P rince’s B ridge) along Flinders street is to be by a horse 
tramway ?—Yes, so I  understand.

59. Is  there any objection to th a t ?— I  th ink the objections to th a t are most serious.
60. M ight I  ask you to inform the Committee w hat is the nature of those objections ?— My objection 

arises from the character of the Gippsland traffic. T h a t traffic w ill consist (the great bulk of it and 
the great value of it) o f cattle, sheep, pigs, and calves, firewood, and sawn timber. I f  the Committee 
will allow me, I  will describe the operation th a t m ust take place in conveying th a t traffic, as it 
appears to me, from Swanston street to Spencer street. T he train  would be drawn into the present 
Suburban station, or w hat was known as the Suburban railway station. I t  would then have to be backed 
out against a gradient o f 1 in 50 on to a level w ith Flinders street. I t  would then be carried along 
Flinders street, which is a street, as th e  Committee know, very much crowded w ith traffic, to Spencer 
street. The cost of carrying traffic by horses in the way th a t I  have described would be a t least six times 
as great ( I  am sure th a t I  am w ithin the m ark when I  say at least six times as great) as the cost of carriage 
on an ordinary railway, and the time occupied would be six times as great. T hat being the case, what has 
been called the D irect Line is not at all in my opinion a D irect Line for the great bulk of the Gippsland traffic.
The cattle and sheep have to be conveyed to the cattle-yards a t Flem ington, and the distance they would 
have to travel over, according to my estimate, by the D irect L ine from O akleigh would be 22 miles and 31 
chains as against 17 miles and 14 chains if  they were carried over the O uter Circle line.

61. By the O uter Circle ?— By the Outer Circle, the termini being the cattle-yards at one end and 
Oakleigh at the other. I f  the cattle are- taken over w hat is called the D irect Line, they will travel both 
in point of time and expense over 22 miles 31 chains, according to my calculation, as against 17 miles and
14 chains by the O uter Circle line. r

62. Could you make tha t comparison at all in figures ?— Yes, I  can. The distance from Oakleigh to 
Spencer street by the D irect L ine— the one now before the Committee is 9 miles 9 chains.



t. HirinijoUmm, 63. T hat is to P rince’s B ridge ?— To Prince’s Bridge. T he distance which traffic will have to pass
contimxd, over during the operations which I  have ju st described of first shunting back into Flinders street and then 

22ndAugust 1S77. passing along Flinders street will be 1 mile 57 chains before the traffic reaches the point at which it can be 
taken by a locomotive, a t what we call the low-level sidings at Batm an’s Ilill. T hat 1 mile 57 chains 
I  multiply by six, the cost of carrying over tha t distance of 1 mile 57 chains being six times as great as it 
would be over a railway of an ordinary kind. I  do not know if I  explain myself clearly.

64. Yes, I  understand th a t makes about nine miles ?— T hat makes 10 miles 22 chains. Then there 
are three miles from the low-level sidings to the cattle-yards, making a total of 22 miles 31 chains.

65. A s a question of increased expense, w hat would that come up to— this having to go, as it were, 
over six times the distance ?— There would be the carriage over more than an additional five miles.

66. A nd will it require a larger establishment to work the line at the station where the goods traffic 
breaks off from the other?— No doubt it would, but w hat I  am anxious to point out to the Committee is, that 
as I  look a t the m atter (and I  believe I  have under-estimated rather than over-estimated the additional cost 
and delay), the so-called D irect Line will inflict a tax  of five miles additional upon the whole of the cattle 
traffic coming from Gippsland if  it be conveyed in the way proposed.

67. Your rem arks and your opinion generally upon this will apply equally to the Hobson’s Bay 
railway line, supposing the traffic to be carried by running powers over th a t line ?— Yes. I  believe that 
to take this traffic to the Hobson’s Bay station would be, if  not quite at any rate very nearly, as objection­
able as taking it  to the proposed point in Swanston street.

68. I t  is rather nearer I  believe ?— There would not be quite so much traction through the street by 
horses. The case is still more unfavorable if  the traffic in firewood is considered, which would be a very 
large traffic upou the Gippsland railway. In  that case, assuming as I  believe that Brunswick or the neigh­
bourhood is the proper place for a firewood depot, and tha t the great bulk of the firewood would be taken 
there, the traffic in wood would be carried by the D irect Line over twenty-two miles and a half, as against 
twelve miles and sixty-five chains on the O uter Circle line.

69. May I  ask upon what you base your opinion tha t the depot for firewood should be at the spot 
now indicated ?— I  find 112,000 tons of firewood were brought to Spencer street in the year 1876. Of that 
quantity  only 20,000 tons w ent south of the Y arra, and a very large proportion of the remainder went to 
Brunswick.

70. T h a t is, for w hat purposes ?—B urning bricks. W ith the exception of 20,000 tons, the whole 
quantity of firewood received in 1876 at Spencer street station went to the north, not to the south.

71. A nd you are under the impression th a t the principal goods traffic from the Gippsland railway 
will be cattle, sheep, and firewood ?— I  believe so—will form a very large proportion of the traffic.

72. I  suppose sawn tim ber will come too ?— Yes, and sawn timber.
73. W ould that form a large proportion of the traffic?—I t  would form a considerable proportion, but 

I  believe a large proportion of the wood traffic, and-a very large proportion, would be in firewood. Gipps­
land I  believe in a few years will be the main source of supply of firewood, for the other sources of supply 
are rapidly becoming exhausted.

74. Could you form any idea, or could you give an estimate of the value and proportion of the goods 
traffic upon the Gippsland railway, consisting of sheep, cattle, and firewood ?— Yes. I  made inquiries as to 
the number of cattle, and my information is, I  believe, from the very best authority upon the subject. Last 
year 20,000 fat cattle were brought to Melbourne from Gippsland. The number had increased from 14,000 
to 20,000 in the last three years, and my informant, who is thoroughly well acquained with the trade, 
assured me th a t he believes every hoof will be carried by rail, and also tha t the number will very much 
increase. I  should mention th a t the whole of the 20,000 cattle th a t I  say came in last year from 
Gippsland came from beyond the M orwell R iver. No account is taken of the cattle that came from 
th is side of the Morwell. A t the present traffic rates the value of those 20,000 cattle in the year would
be £11,200. .

75. A nd the firewood ?— Assuming th a t ha lf the whole quantity of firewood now brought into 
Spencer street would come from Gippsland, the value of th a t traffic would be £15,000 a year, at the present 
traffic rates.

76. T hat would be £29,000 ?— Yes.
77. Could you inform the Committee of w hat is the estimate of the  whole traffic of the line ?—The 

whole traffic of the line, so far as I  can judge, and I  have examined it w ith some care, may be calculated at
£36,000 a year. .

78. So that £29,000 of tha t would arise from the two items of stock and firewood ?— Twenty-six 
thousand pounds is w hat I  th ink I  gave the honorable member-—£15,000 and £11,000. Then there is 
another item for sheep.

79. I  beg your pardon, I  thought you had included th a t ?—No, I  have not.
80. How much would the sheep bring ?— The sheep I  estimated, from information I  have got, would 

bring in a revenue of £2000 or £3000 a year. H itherto, from the bad state of the middle section of the 
Gippsland road, it  has been quite impossible to drive sheep through a t the time of year when the market is 
most favorable. B ut those who are acquainted w ith the trade believe that, during the summer months, 
cross-bred sheep would be sent down to Gippsland, as soon as there is railway communication, to fatten 
for the w inter markets, and tha t a very large trade will be done in th a t w a y ; and I  am assured that a 
moderate estimate of the  receipts from that trade is £2000 or £3000 a year. I  may say, generally, tha 
the traffic in cattle, sheep, pigs, calves, firewood, and sawn timber would amount, I  believe, to about £24,0 , 
and the total traffic, including passengers and mails, would be about £36,000.

81. The £36,000 includes passenger traffic?— Includes everything.
82. Is  th a t both ways?— Y es; up and down. _ ^
83. W ill there be any great goods traffic down?— There would be a very considerable tia  c 

believe; I  th ink  there is more uncertainty as to the goods traffic than as to the other items. •
84. Does your estimate apply to the goods traffic as well as to the other traffic, as to Spencei s ice 

station?—Yes ; the natural place for sheep to go to is the m arket. I f  sheep were taken to Gipps an o 
be fattened, the natural place for them to be taken from would be the market, and so w ith cattle.

85. You think the traffic would consist of stock in a great measure ?— Some of it.
86. O f course, the same objections apply to tha t class of goods as to the up traffic? Y e s ; it appeals 

to me so.



87. A s ta fact, at the present time, are many cattle brought to Melbourne by ra il? — The trade is only T Hfgmbotw 
ju st beginning, bu t it is extending very rap id ly ; but there is no doubt w hatever tha t there will be a lartre '
, -i o  continued,
tr a d e . _ _ 22nd August 1877.

88. Is  it likely to be veiy  laige— aie not cattle too wild to confine in pens in railway carriages?—*
We do not find any trouble w hatever in managing the wildest cattle.

89. Does not it bruise them ?— No. No doubt cattle sometimes come into Melbourne bruised but 
that is from the shunting at various sta tions; but when the traffic increases, as I  have no doubt it will do 
and trains are run  through, to come with very few stoppages, I  believe the cattle will come in in very fine 
order indeed. T hat is the experience already— they do come in much better order now than when they 
were driven. '

90. Then I  understand you that about two-thirds of the goods traffic will require to go considerably 
beyond the Spencer street station from this railw ay ?— Two-thirds of the goods traffic. F o r two-thirds of 
the gross traffic of the Gippsland railw ay it appears to me that the so-called D irect Line would be a very 
indirect line, and would inflict a very heavy tax  upon the traffic, both in time and money.

91. A re there any objections otherwise to the tram way passing along Flinders stree t?— I  think it 
would be a great public nuisance.

92. I  believe it is usual in America, is it not, to have tram ways or even locomotive lines through the 
town ?—I t  is, and the proposal, now that they are acquainted w ith the nuisance arising from such traffic, to 
construct a line of railw ay along the streets meets with the most violent opposition, th a t I  can answer for 
from my personal experience of w hat passed upon one or two occasions when I  was in the States. N ot 
very long since there was a proposal to carry a railway along some streets, and there was violent opposition 
to it, because the public had had experience o f w hat an intolerable nuisance it was.

93. T hat was against a line to be worked by locomotive engines ?— Yes.
94. There would be a greater objection to this than to horse traction ?— No doubt of it.
95. B ut practically only passing along the street a few times in a day, it would not be a very great 

obstruction to the business and traffic, would it  ?— By locomotives or by horses ?
96. B y horses. I  understand it is proposed to work this connection by horses?— So I  understand.
97. T hat would not be such a very great inconvenience ?— No, not by horses. The great objection 

to it is the delay and expense. T he expense of w orking traffic by horses, as I  said before, would be at least 
six times as great as working the same traffic upon a railway.

98. You know the direction of the line in the F irs t Schedule direct to Oakleigh after it passes the 
Yarra ?—I  am not sure tha t I  understand you.

99. You are aware of the  locality through which the  line passes connecting Oakleigh w ith M el­
bourne ?— O f the line in the B ill now before the Committee ?

100. From  Oakleigh to the intersection of the Hobson’s Bay railway, between the G ardiner’s Creek 
Road station and the river ?— Yes.

101. Is  tha t line favorable for the introducing of other lines of railways into Melbourne, th a t is to 
say, is there any country there which could be reached by lines of railw ay running into this line or 
branching out from this line ?—No doubt branches m ight be made from this line, but they would be made 
at enormous expense.

102. Is  there  any country w hich tha t line would command to which any im portant railway would be 
made?—The map which I  believe is before the House shows the proposed connections, or the possible 
connections.

103. H ere is a proposed connection between Camberwell, Lillydale, and Fem shaw  ?— Yes.
104. Is  th a t likely to be an im portant line a t any time ?— I t  is a line which has been very frequently 

advocated. I  cannot say w hether it is likely to be an im portant line or not.
105. Is  there any other country which is likely to be reached by a railway from the direction of 

this line in any way ?— There is another proposed junction of N orthcote and Heidelberg shown upon 
the map.

106. T hat is by a tunnel through the F itzroy  Gardens ?— Yes, and again through the same tunnel 
to Pentridge.

107. I  suppose that would be a very expensive connection ?— No doubt it m ust be very expensive.
I  have not made any estimate of the cost. I  am not aware of any estimate having been made of it.

• 108. You are acquainted with all the  circumstances of the O uter Circle railway, I  believe ?— Yes.
109. Have you ever made an estimate of the  cost of th a t line ?— Yes.

J 110. How long ago was th a t made ?— I  th ink my original estimate was made about four years ago.
111. A nd w hat was the estimate a t tha t time ?— The estimate at tha t time was £196,000.

1 112. Does th a t include anything beside the perm anent way ?— I t  includes everything.
113. Purchase of land, stations, and rolling-stock ?— Yes ; subsequently there was another estimate 

made— it was considered desirable to make the cuttings wider, and the w eight of rails was increased from 
50 lbs. to 60 lbs. per yard. These alterations w ith  some others increased the estimate up to £226,000 for 
the Outer Circle railway.

114. Was th a t for a single line or a double line ?— F or a single line.
115. W ould tha t estimate stand at the present time ?— Yes.
116. You th ink property has not acquired a greater value ?— The addition to the estimate contem­

plated some increase in the value o f property. My impression is tha t tha t is a safe estim ate for the line at 
the present time.

117. A nd th a t was intended, I  believe, to run into the Spencer street station a t N orth  Melbourne ?—
To join the main line at N orth  Melbourne.

118. Taking into consideration the objections which you have ju s t been urging to the connection of 
the Direct Line w ith Spencer street, do you conceive th a t the O uter Circle could be worked as economically 
as the D irect Line ?— Much more so, in my opinion.

119. In  point of mileage, I  gather from the objections you urged ju st now, the mileage would be no 
greater by the Outer Circle than  by the D irect L ine?— Certainly not, for all goods and live stock ; it would 
be for passengers.

120. I  understand the goods and live stock is tw o-thirds of the whole traffic ?— Tw o-thirds of the 
whole traffic, according to my estimate.



T- Hî mbotham, 121. Would th a t be an expensive line to w ork— the Outer Circle ?— No, I  do not think it would
continued, 122. A re there not a great many level crossings ?— There are a considerable number of level

22ndAugust 1S77. crossings, but not a very great many in proportion to its length.
123. Would not th a t affect its w orking expenses ?— O f course every additional level crossin» is au 

additional expense. 83
124. Is  it a line th a t would be rem unerative in itself, through the more populous neighborhood it 

would pass through the la tte r p a rt of it ?— I  believe that it would be, and a very strong argument in favor 
of the line appears to be, that it provides for any extension to the north and north-east in the most economical 
way. I f  the Committee will allow me, I  will give them  the particulars of the cost of the line a t various 
points.

125. Upon w hat map would that be ?— Upon the map th a t I  have before me, not before the Com­
m ittee— a map th a t I  prepared to give my evidence.

126. I  suppose we shall be able to follow upon this map— [ holding up one o f  those before the 
Committee] ?— No. The length of the O uter Circle from N orth Melbourne to the point where the line to 
Brunsw ick, Preston, and W hittlesea would branch off is 1*73 miles, and the cost of that leno-th would be 
£38,714.

127. Is tha t the most expensive p a rt of the line ?— That is the most expensive part of the line.
T he nex t section which I  have taken carries the line on to a point a t which a branch would leave for
H eidelberg ; tha t is a fu rther length of 3-59 miles ; the cost o f Avhich would be £55,995.

128. T h a t is of th a t section ?— O f th a t section.
129. T h a t is about five miles altogether from the N orth Melbourne starting point ?— Five and half

miles.
130. W hat is the  point th a t th a t 5b miles takes you to ?— To the point at which the branch for 

H eidelberg leaves.
131. W hat is the neighbourhood ?—'The neighbourhood is about three-quarters of a mile east of 

N orthcote— [ the witness m easured upon the p la n ]— I t  is more than a mile east of Northcote.
132. A nd th a t section will cost how much ?— T h at section will cost £55,995. The next section 

takes the line on to Camberwell, which appears to be the best point at which the line to Healesville and the 
U pper Y arra  d istrict would leave. T hat is an additional length of 4 '87 miles, and the cost is £76,211. 
T he nex t section takes the line on to Oakleigh ; the length is 4-81 miles, and the cost is £55,861. What I 
should like to point out to the Committee is that, properly speaking, it appears to me, that only that last 
section which is 4 ‘81 miles long, and will cost £55,861, is chargeable to the cost of connecting the Gipps- 
land railway w ith Spencer street, because the whole of the rem ainder of the O uter Circle line provides for 
suburban districts, and provides for branch lines to the north  and north-east, which it appears to be generally 
admitted m ust at some time or other be made.

133. Will a great portion of tha t line be self-supporting independently of the Gippsland traffic?—I 
believe so. Certainly with the Gippsland traffic it would pay.

134. You object to the connection w ith the D irect L ine at Spencer street on account of the goods 
traffic, but w hat would be the objection of passengers who had to go on the O uter Circle to North 
M elbourne?— The objection is th a t the Outer Circle line would be seven miles longer for passengers to 
travel to and from Spencer street than  the D irect Line which is proposed in the B ill.

135. They would have to go seven miles further than if  they were discharged at P rince’s Bridge? 
— Yes, than if they were discharged at P rince’s Bridge, there is no doubt tha t is objectionable from that 
point of view ; but I  believe it may be very easily met and w ithout any serious cost.

136. In  what w ay?— By making a line from Oakleigh to E lsternw ick, and allowing any passengers 
who desired to do so (my own impression is tha t not many would do it) to pass over the line from Oakleigh 
to Elsternw ick, commonly known as the Rosstown railway, and go over the Hobson’s Bay railway to 
Elizabeth street. I  have made a calculation of w hat the Government would lose, supposing every passenger 
who travels up and down would get out or get in a t Oakleigh, instead of passing over the Outer Circle 
railway, and the loss to the Government, allowing th irty -th ree  per cent, for working expenses, would he 
£1356 a year.

137. T h a t is for the  traffic hoth ways ?— Yes, both ways.
138. And you are taking th a t for the whole passenger traffic, so I  understand ?— I  assume that every 

passenger travelling up or down from Gippsland would choose to travel over the Hobson’s Bay railway 
and the Rosstown railw ay to or from Oakleigh, instead of going by the O uter Circle railway to or from 
Spencer street— therefore, according to my view of the m atter, the D irect L ine would be made simply for 
passenger traffic— I  am quite satisfied th a t it can never be a line for the goods and live stock traffic, which 
form, as I  have told the Committee, tw o-thirds of the whole traffic. T he line would be made simply for 
passenger traffic, and the same advantage to passengers would be arrived at, w ith  a  net loss to the Govern­
m ent of £1356 a year only if  the railway between E lsternw ick and Oakleigh were made.

139. T hat is about £226,000, you estimate the O uter Circle would cost a t the present time?
— Yes.

140. How long would it take to complete that line of railw ay ?— I  have no doubt it could be 
completed in eighteen months.

141. Then there is no provision to connect the Gippsland line w ith Melbourne for the present at 
all events ?— No.

142. H ave you ever considered the desirability of taking the traffic over the Hobson’s Bay rail­
way ?— Yes.

143. U nder w hat are known as “ running pow ers” ?— Yes.
144. W ould you tell the Committee w hat is your opinion w ith  reference to th a t course, pro  or con. ? 

— My opinion is generally against taking tha t course.
145. May I  ask upon w hat ground ?— Because I  believe th a t the Hobson’s Bay terminus is an 

unsuitable term inus for taking the great bulk of the G ippsland traffic.
146. T h a t is to say, th a t all the  objections you have been urging to the D irect Line, as far as taking 

the traffic to Spencer street, apply to the Hobson’s B ay railway ?— Yes.
147. Independently of those objections, are you in favor of or against taking the running powers 

generally over th a t line?— Independently of those objections ?



148. Yes ; I am speaking now of running upon the line itself, that is to say, there m ight be t .  Higmbotuam 
objections upon the score of the permanent way not being suitable to the w eight of the locomotives of the 
Victorian railways, or it m ight be that the suburban traffic m ight be an inconvenience or an obstruction, 22n(iAugustis7f. 
or other things of tha t class ?— Yes, I  th ink one very serious objection to taking running powers is, that
the Hobson’s Bay railway is already overloaded w ith traffic.

149. Do you mean to say th a t it would not be safe to pu t more traffic upon it ?—I t  would be 
unadvisable certainly, w ithout very large expenditure being made upon the Hobson’s Bay railway.

150. I f  th a t expenditure were made, would that objection cease ?— Yes.
151. T hen your objection is to the permanent way as being insufficient?— I  should doubt if  the  

bridges upon the Hobson’s Bay railway are sufficient—I  do not like to speak positively upon the subject, 
because I  have never examined the bridges w ith th a t view—I  doubt if some of them are quite sufficient to 
carry the heaviest o f the Government locomotives.

152. W ould you consider the traffic from Gippsland would be heavy ?— I  believe it will be a  heavy
traffic.

153. T ha t is to say, trucks of stock and so forth would be w hat you call the heavy traffic ?—Yes.
154. W hich would involve heavy engines ?— Yes ; to do it effectively heavy engines should be used.
155. A re the gradients heavy on the G ippsland line ?— One in fifty.
156. Requiring tolerably heavy engines ?— Yes.
157. Do your rem arks apply to the whole of the Hobson’s Bay line to Oakleigh, or to any portion of 

i t? — To the whole of the line ; bu t my objection ( I  do not know w hether I  make m yself understood or not), 
my main objection ( I  speak doubtfully as to the bridges being sufficient), is to the connection w ith Spencer 
street, and to the unsuitable site o f the Elizabeth street station as a  terminus ; it is not only an unsuitable 
site, but the area is altogether insufficient.

158. In  the station itse lf?— In  the  station itself.
159. For passenger traffic ?— For passenger and goods traffic.
160. T hat is to say, you could not recommend running power over the  Hobson’s B ay Railway unless 

there was some means of connecting N orth  Melbourne by rail w ith the Hobson’s Bay station ?— No ; goods 
traffic, I  am sure, could not be done at Elizabeth street as a term inus.

161. B u t in th a t case the the goods traffic would not trespass a t all upon the Hobson’s B ay station, 
would it ?—I t  would have to pass through it.

162. Then tha t would not be any hinderance ?— I t  would be a very serious hinderance ; any addition 
to the traffic would cause embarrassment.

163. Could not it be got over ? is it  insuperable ? would it not be possible to provide th a t accommoda­
tion ?—N ot to the ex ten t th a t is required ; the area and shape of th e  ground are particularly  unfavorable 
for extension, in  my opinion.

164. A re you aware of the recognised terms upon which running powers are taken by one railway 
over another railw ay ?— I  do not know th a t there is any recognised rule.

165. H ow would it  be arrived a t ? I  was under the impression that there was a recognised code of 
rules ; I  believe there  is in the  U nited K ingdom ?— I  th ink not ; there  may be, I  have not heard of it.

166. H ave you any experience to guide you as to how the compensation for th a t would be adjusted ?—
I  cannot say th a t I  have considered the m atter.

167. W ould it be a m atter of agreem ent between the parties ? A s I  gather from the A cts, the Hobson’s 
Bay railway, for instance, will be bound to give running powers to railw ays ?—I  cannot say, I  have not 
looked into the m atter a t all so far as terms are concerned.

168. A re you aware of w hat is considered necessary to satisfy select committees w ith regard to 
private bills ? W hen a company is applying to get a private bill for making a railway, do you know w hat 
is necessary in order to satisfy the committee to report favorably w ith regard to assent being given ? In  
the line (so far as I  gather) in the schedule to the present Bill, so far as I  can understand, there has been 
no special, or w hat is generally known as a permanent survey made. T here have been no sections made, or 
anything of that kind ; therefore the whole subject is not thoroughly before the Legislature. I  understand 
that when a private bill is brought before a select committee they are obliged to specify more particularly 
the ground that they will occupy all the way through, and all the details of working, the sections and levels, 
and so forth ?— Yes, th a t is the case ; the  plans and sections are deposited.

169. H ave you had any experience yourself personally in private bills before select committees?—
In England I  know w hat the custom is. I  have not had experience here.

170. Could you explain the custom there?— The plans and sections, and a book of reference 
describing all the  lands passed through, are deposited in England on the 30th November each year.
Parliament meets about the 7th or 8 th  of February. M eantime the plans and sections and book of reference . 
ate open to the public. The bill is afterwards referred to a select committee. ■

171. W hen referred to a select committee, is any deviation allowed from the line which is pu t before 
the select committee ?— The" deviation in  Englanclis usually ten  chains. " '

1 172. B u t after the select committee have reported, have they still the liberty of exercising that 
power of deviation ?— W ithin the limits allowed by the  bill.

173. W ithin th a t lim it ?— Yes. i —
174. I t  would be impossible, I  suppose, to lay down the line so minutely before the committee ?— I t  

is generally believed to be so.
175. Does the cost pu t' against each of those lines include, besides the  permanent way and the 

rolling-stock and stations, does it include the fencing ?— I t  does for all lines for which I  have made an 
estimate.

176. In  any of the  lines scheduled in this B ill, are you aware w hether tha t is the case ?— I  know i t  is 
in some of them.

177. I  do not wish to go into the  particulars of any other line at present than the Oakleigh line ?—
The estimates for which I  am responsible are the A venel to Shepparton, Dunolly to St. Arnaud, Stawell to 
Horsham, Woodend to Daylesford, Springs to W ahgunyah, and the branch railway to the Geelong 
racecourse.

178. B y  the B o n . H . Cuthbert.— Did  I  understand you to say that you were in favor, and tha t you 
would recommend, the  Hobson’s Bay line to lie purchased in order to connect Oakleigh w ith Melbourne ?—No,

R ailw ays , b



t. Higinbotham, 179. You are not in favour of tha t ?— Certainly not.
cvMiwd, 180. Do you think that in an im portant line like th a t to Gippsland— to Sale— that the Government

ir.'udAugust 1S77. should have the control of the whole of their line, they having made a greater portion of i t? —Yes, 
I  think so.

181. Some people say tha t a large amount of money might be saved by taking running powers over a 
portion of the Hobson’s Bay line. W ould you recommend that to the Committee as desirable ?— Certainly not.

182. Then, as I  understand, you are altogether in favour of the O uter Circle, as being the most 
feasible project of all?— Yes.

113. A nd you formed that opinion, M r. Higinbotham, not to-day, but some four or five years ago?
— Yes.

184. A nd you informed the various Adm inistrations of what your opinion was?— I  did, and the present 
Adm inistration.

185. A nd the present Adm inistration ; so that perhaps that might have been the reason—you having 
expressed such a decided opinion— why the resident engineer was asked to mark out the D irect L ine?—Very 
probably.

186. Then, assuming your project, tha t you favor so much (namely the O uter Circle), did not meet 
w ith  the general approval of the Committee, you would then be in favor of the D irect Line in preference to 
the purchase of the Hobson’s Bay line, or taking running powers ?— I  think it is a choice of evils.

187. A nd which is the least ?—I  th ink the lesser evil of the two would be running over the Hobson’s 
B ay railway.

188. I  th ink you styled, in one part of your evidence, this D irect L ine as an indirect line— to some 
extent indirect— so far as the traffic in connection w ith cattle and firewood was concerned ?— Yes ; it is a 
direct line only for passengers ; th a t is my way of looking at it.

189. Only for passengers ?— Yes.
190. I  suppose it is likely that, w ith railw ay accommodation, there will be a large settlement of 

people about Oakleigh ?— I  do not know ; some people expect tha t there will be.
191. So tha t i f  the O uter Circle line were adopted, people residing at Oakleigh would have to travel 

fifteen miles before they could come into M elbourne ?— Unless the Rosstown railw ay is made.
192. B u t leaving tha t out o f consideration at the present time, they would have to travel fifteen 

miles ?— Yes.
193. A nd all the passengers from G ippsland would have to do the same ?— Yes.
194. Now, have you estim ated how many stations are likely to be established along that course of 

fifteen miles from Oakleigh to M elbourne ?— No, I  have not.
195. I t  would not be unreasonable to fix the num ber a t ten, I  suppose ?— Yes, I  think it would.
196. I t  would ?— Yes.
197. W hat would you fix the number a t ?— The average in England, where they are much more 

numerous than they are here, is, I  think, a station at every two and a ha lf miles.
198. T h a t would be seven stations ?— I  should th ink  four or five stations would be as many as are 

necessary on the O uter Circle ; th a t is to say, assuming th a t the stations are placed only where they are 
necessary.

199. Yes, bu t I  suppose as people would settle, there would be many calls upon the Government and 
requests for a  station to be established near their own p lace ; and do you th ink it likely th a t their request 
would be refused, having the experience that you have gained of how very pliant Government sometimes 
is ?— I  am afraid they would not be refused ; I  think they ought to be in a great many cases.

200. Then, in estimating the present traffic on the G ippsland line, you have estimated it I  suppose 
based upon the present population ?— My estimate was arrived a t in this way :— I  got the proportion of 
passengers to the  population over the whole of the  colony excluding Gippsland ; I  assume the same propor­
tion for the population in Gippsland. I  believe th a t is making a very liberal estimate of the passenger 
traffic.

201. B u t w hat did you fix the population of Gippsland a t ?— 22,000 ; I  got th a t information from 
the R egistrar-G eneral.

202. H ave you made any proportions from the increase that was likely to take place owing to the 
settlem ent in Gippsland during the next ten years ?— No, I  only took into account the present.

203. T here  was one portion of your evidence th a t I  did not clearly understand in connection with 
the D irect Line. I  th ink the question was pu t to you by my honorable friend relative to the numbers of 
miles that would have to be travelled over in connecting the suburban station w ith the Spencer street 
station ?—Yes.

204. I  th ink you said 1 chain 57 links ?— One mile and 57 chains.
205. One mile and 57. chains ?— T h at is including the distance over which the trains have to be 

shunted.
206. T hat was the part I  did not understand. W hat distance did you estim ate for the shunting : I  

th ink  you said there was a gradient of 1 in 50 ?— Yes ; I  th ink  I  have got it here— [ireferring to papers], 
A  tra in  would be shunted back from Swanston street to Spring street 26 chains.

207. B u t you, not having laid out the line, how do you get the gradients ?— B y calculation. I  know 
the levels.

208. You are not aware w hether M r. W atson has made any alteration in those levels ?— No.
209. You go upon th a t assumption ?— I  take the present levels o f the  old suburban railway station, 

and I  take the level o f F linders street, both of which I  have.
210. W ould th a t be 26 chains in one direction th a t it would have to be shifted ?— Yes. I f  a train 

arrives at the old suburban railway station it has to be shunted back towards Spring street 26 chains. I t
then comes back to Swanston street 26 chains along the line of F linders street east.

211. A nd then from the station— w hat distance from the suburban station to------ ?— A nd then from
that point a t Swanston street to the junction w ith the low level sidings a t Batm an’s H ill, where the tram 
would be taken by locomotive 1 mile and 5 chains.

212. W hat would be the cost per mile o f carrying goods upon the railway ; w hat is the cost ? Ih e  
net cost of carraige ?

213. Yes ?—On a railw ay ?



214. P e r  ton ?— P er ton per mile may be taken a t a farthing. t . HiRmbothum,
215. A t a farthing ?— A t a farthing. .•8q‘’ ,o  o  continued
216. N ot three farthings ?— No, a t one farthing. I t  has been done at that in the States recently. 22ndAugustisn. 

They have been carrying goods from N ew  Y ork to Chicago, which is very nearly 1000 miles, a t that rate
of a farthing a ton per mile.

217. B u t in Victoria, is not the cost per ton per mile three farthings ?— W hat is charged is very 
much more.

218. W hat is the charge ?— I t  varies w ith the class of goods.
219. Take firewood, for instance ?— The charge is a penny.
220. Cattle, how much ?— Cattle, so much a truck. I  have got the rates here— [referring to a p a p er ].

The charge for cattle in goods trucks is lOd. per truck per mile from 1 to 100 miles ; lOd. per truck per 
mile.

221. One honorable member wishes me to put this question : w hat is the difference between the 
charge and the actual cost ?— The actual cost of haulage, as I  have said, I  believe may be taken at one 
farthing per ton per mile. T he charges for different kinds o f traffic are various ; but, taking goods traffic,
the average will perhaps be 5d. per ton per mile. O f course, out of tha t have to be paid all the  expenses,
apart from mere haulage.

222. H auling goods for th a t mile and a quarter th a t you have spoken of, with horses, how have you 
estimated the cost o f th a t ? Suppose two horses— we will take two horses—w hat w eight would they be able 
to draw ; 20 tons ?— One horse will carry, on a level, 20 tons gross ; tha t is to say, 10 tons of net goods.

223. H ave you estimated how many trips a horse can make in a day from one station to the other ?—
I  assume that a horse will travel 10  miles in the day.

224. Do I  understand you then to say, th a t the  cost of conveying tha t distance of a mile and a 
quarter would be six times as great as i f  it was conveyed by a locomotive ?— Yes.

225. F o r th a t mile and a quarter ?— I  believe it  will be very considerably more. I  pu t it six times, 
but I  wish to be w ithin the mark.

226. B u t why not put it a t ten ?— I  m ight have put it at ten, I  believe, w ithout being in excess of 
the truth.

227. I t  would not be in excess ?— I  believe not, taking into account, allow me to add, th a t there  are 
several gradients in F linders street. T here are gradients of 1 in 47, I  th ink.

228. Then I  th ink I  understood you to say, th a t constructing lines passing through streets was a 
nuisance— a serious nuisance ; and considered so in Am erica ?— Yes.

229. Coming back to the  Outer Circle, would you not have to cross several streets ? how many streets 
would you have to cross with the O uter Circle line ?— I  do not recollect a t this moment, bu t I  can furnish 
the Committee w ith the information.

230. I  suppose, a t each crossing there  would require to be a gatekeeper ?■—Yes, a t each public road 
crossing.

231. E ighteen surface-crossings. I  have a little  memo, here : “ From  M elbourne to O akleigh ” ; 
however, there would be more than eighteen surface crossings ?— I  cannot say a t this m om en t; I  believe, 
however, that the O uter Circle line does not compare unfavorably w ith the D irect Line as to the number of 
crossings ; certainly not, if  the  distance is taken into account.

232. I  have got an estimate here of the  cost of the Outer Circle line for crossings alone, £2628 ; an 
expense per annum for th a t alone in connection w ith those crossings ?—I  do not know anything of tha t 
estim ate; I  can give the Committee, if  i t  desires it, an estimate of the cost for crossings on the O uter Circle 
line.

233. Is it  not a very difficult th ing to estimate w hat will be the actual cost o f purchasing suburban 
property ?— I  cannot say from my own knowledge ; I  have never had any business of th a t k ind to transact.

234. The first estimate th a t you made in connection w ith the O uter Circle was about four years ago, 
and I  think it was then one hundred and ninety odd thousand pounds ?— £196,000.

235. How much out o f th a t £196,000 did you set apart for compensation for the owners of property?
— The estimate of compensation was made not by me but by M r. Cowderoy, the Government V aluer. I  
am not sure that I  have got the estimate here.

236. I  th ink he made his valuation in a day and a -h a lf ; took a flying visit over the property, and 
arrived at his valuation, working at i t  for a day and a-half ?— I  do not know.

237. O f course you could not be in any wise responsible for th a t valuation ?— Certainly not.
238. So that, during that four years, in order to give compensation to the owners of property through 

which this O uter Circle line would run, it m ight cost four times the amount of this, then set apart for the 
purpose ?— I  cannot say.

239. P roperty  has improved wonderfully, has it not, in the suburbs during the last four years ?— I  do
not think it has during the last four y e a rs ; property was very high four years ago.

240. W ere there to be many bridges in constructing the O uter Circle— would it require to construct
many bridges ?— I  do not th ink there  was one over, there  were several bridges under the line.

241. W hat class of work w ere those bridges to be composed o f?— Timber.
242. J u s t  the  same as upon the Gippsland ?— Yes.
243. Or were they superior?— I  think they were. I t  is a long time ago now since the estimate 

was made, and I  will not be certain upon the point. The culverts were all to be of brick, bu t the la iger 
bridges, I  think, w ere estim ated to be of tim ber. .

244. W ere all the buildings to be composed of brick or tim ber for stations and so on?— Brick.
245. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— Mr. H iginbotham , reverting to the line as scheduled in the 

present Bill, and bearing in m ind the many im portant points touched upon in it, is it not in your opinion 
essential th a t levels should be taken before any approxim ate estimate of cost could be prepared, speaking 
generally ?— I  should not like m yself to make an estimate w ithout preparing levels ; in fact, I  should decline
to do so, except as a very approxim ate estimate. . . . . . . .  ,

246. T alking of the practice in England which S ir Charles Sladen referred to, which limits the 
accuracy, are engineers bound to the ir surveys and levels, can you tell ?— I  do not th ink I  can tell you that, 
but engineers are very closely watched there, because schemes are generally opposed, and if  any error was 
discovered, the th ing is thrown out.



T. Hiffinbotham, 
E s q . ,  

continued, 
9ind August 1877.

247. I  presume no Bill in a Parliam entary Committee in England could think of sanctioning a line 
of railway for which there was no certified survey ?— Certainly not.

248. In  the estimate of cost to which reference has been made by the Honorable the Postmaster- 
G eneral in introducing this Bill, I  see “ Melbourne to Oakleigh, 9 miles 56 chains, and its estimated cost, 
£243,944.— Thomas Higinbotham, Engineer-in-Chief.” May I  ask, were you responsible officially for the 
correctness of th a t estim ate ?— Yes.

249. Is  th a t the estimate for the line in the Bill now before the House ?— No, that is an estimate for 
the line leaving Spencer street, carried by a viaduct along Flinders street, but is not an estimate for the line 
before the House.

250. T hen practically this m ight be an estimate for a direct line from B allarat to Melbourne, as far 
as the B ill is concerned ?— T h at is not an estimate for the line in the B ill now before the House.

251. T hen, as far as you are aware, we have no estimate of the line before the House ?—You have 
no estimate of mine.

252. T hen you cannot give the House any information as to the cost in any way ?— No, I  cannot.
253. A nd in previous Bills th a t have been offered for acceptance to Parliam ent, have you not, as the 

head o f the  E ngineer’s branch of the Railway departm ent, been officially responsible for the correctness of 
the estimates ?— Yes.

254. T his is the only exception to that practice ?— Yes, since I  have been in my present position.
255. Can you give the House any idea of about the to tal value of the rolling stock under your 

control ?— T he rolling stock is not under my control.
256. You cannot inform the House as to the value of it?— I  cannot.
257. In  all estimates th a t have been prepared under your sanction, rolling-stock has been in­

cluded ?— Yes.
258. In  fact, the fu rn ish in g ; and it  would not be correct to say th a t an estimate of the lines 

presented to Parliam ent by a previous Governm ent were for works simply of construction, and not for the 
furnishing o f them ?— N o ; the estimates for rolling-stock were always included ; no doubt they were too low 
in some cases.

259. B u t the rolling stock was always included in the estimate ?— I t  was always an item in them.
260. A nd you have informed the House tha t for tha t estimate you were responsible ?—Not for the 

rolling-stock estimate.
261. B u t if  it  were included in the estimate, and you were responsible for the estimate, you must 

have taken the rolling-stock into account in your estim ate?— There was a m ixed responsibility in that 
m atter.

262. A s to street railways in A m erica ; is it w ithin your knowledge th a t loss of life has ensued from 
their having level street crossings?— Yes, to a great extent.

263. You have not been called upon, in your official capacity, to express an opinion in anyway about 
this lin e?—I  was not called upon for an opinion ; I  did take an opportunity to express an opinion.

264. T he line now before the House ?— T he line now before the House.
265. H ow  long would it  take to prepare a plan for the permanent setting-out o f the line, judging 

from your knowledge of the line ?— F or the short portion which has not been previously surveyed, I  suppose 
about a fortnight or th ree weeks.

266. T h a t is, the present line ?— T hat is, from Swanston street to near the point where the line crosses 
the  Hobson’s Bay railway.

267. W hat w idth is the  road in Flinders street which would be required, supposing the line of rail­
way, w ith  either locomotive or horse traction, were there ?— [ The witness made a calculation .] About 
9 feet 8 to 10 feet, allowing 2 feet outside the rails. The usual course is to pitch the part of the road 2 feet 
outside each r a i l ; there would be 5 feet 8 for the w idth of the gauge and the rails, and 2 feet each side would 
bring it up to 9 feet 8.

268. R everting to the  O uter Circle, are you aware w hether the inhabitants o f Heidelberg offered any 
guarantee to the Governm ent upon this subject?— Yes, I  believe they offered a guarantee of 4 per cent, 
upon the cost of the line.

269. You are aware th a t there is a large settled population in those districts which would be 
served?— Yes.

270. H ave you made any estim ate of th a t population ?— No.
271. Then of course you are not responsible for the  estimate of the value of property tha t was done 

by a distinct officer o f the G overnm ent?— T h a t was done by M r. Cowderoy.
272. A  very large item— really the amount of it so surprised m e ; the firewood traffic you estimate 

to Brunswick alone from Gippsland at £15,000 a year?— I  believe so.
273. A nd of course, w ithout bringing you to exact links, it would be a very important saving of 

distance in the carrying of th a t large amount of firewood to take it on the O uter Circle as far as Brunswick, 
instead of carrying it by the D irect L ine, and back to Brunswick ?—Yes, and it would have another very 
im portant effect; it would relieve the Spencer street station. T he area now occupied a t Spencer street by 
firewood and sawn wood is fifteen acres. T h a t could be used for other purposes, and my view is, that the 
firewood a t Spencer street is in the wrong place, and anyone can see t h a t ; as soon as it  is unloaded, it is 
taken by drays upon a line parallel to th a t which it came in by, to the northern portion of the city.

274. Can you tell the Committee how many tons the value of £15,000 a year would represent?
60,000.

275. T h a t would be drawn from forests, I  presume, extending along one-half o f the road?—That 
assumes i t  would be brought from a distance of about 60 miles from Melbourne.

276. Then, as far as th a t particular item goes there should be no question at all as to the superiority 
tha t the O uter Circle line would afford over any competing line a t present from the country ?— So it appears 
to me. I  th ink I  have already mentioned that of the whole quantity of timber brought, to Spencer street, 
112,000 tons in the year, only 20,000 tons go south of the Y arra.

277. O f course, it m ight appear to you another advantage in the O uter Circle line th a t it could be the 
means of connecting all the Government lines at Spencer street ?— Yes.

278. W ithout such horse-traction engines, or any other expedient ?— Yes. No satisfactory connection 
of the Gippsland railway w ith  Spencer street, it  appears to me, can be made approaching from the south.



279. A nd w ith regard to any suburban traffic that m ight be expected from this O uter Circle line, I  t . Hitinbotham. 
presume no difficulty in th a t respect would exist upon that line greater than now exists upon the W illiams- conti/wr/, 
town and Essendon lines?— No. 32nd August is??.

280. A nd no complaint exists of the Governm ent management of those particular branches of 
suburban traffic ?—As a m atter of fact there are very few direct lines in the colony. The traffic from 
Ballarat is not only taken a long distance out of its way, but it is taken into Geelong, and out of Geelong 
again. There is an ex tra  five miles there tha t nobody thinks much about. Then again, a t Castlemaine, 
there is a detour of three or four miles over which the whole of the traffic is taken from the north. I  do not 
know many of the lines that are direct. I f  you look at a map of England, you see very few direct lines 
from one place to another. I t  is so upon the Continent, and so in the States.

281. Have you any record of a line surveyed from the present Hobson’s Bay terminus at H aw thorn 
to Camberwell ?—I  do not think any survey was made.

282. W ill you be kind enough to refer to this map— [ handing a map to the witness] ?— I t  may have 
been m ade; I  was not here at the time it was made.

283. Supposing tha t th a t line from the Rosstown connection never were accomplished, and assuming 
that the Outer Circle were made, the distance from H aw thorn to Camberwell, I  believe, would not exceed 
more than three miles ?— I  do not know, I  suppose it is about that.

284. A nd in the O uter Circle line Camberwell m ust be touched ?— Camberwell-is touched.
285. Therefore, assuming the O uter Circle line is finished, and assuming a desire of the passengers 

to save a circle of six  or seven miles, there would be necessary only the investment of Government money 
upon the line from Camberwell to H aw thorn to make the link and carry the people through ?— Yes. I  do 
not know the character of the country between Camberwell and Hawthorn.

286. But th a t would make the circle complete ? —Yes, passengers could tu rn  off at Camberwell, and 
come to Haw thorn, and come into M elbourne by the H aw thorn railway.

287. Then the O uter Circle could be for the heavy traffic, horses and cattle, and wood, and so on, and
this link would serve for passengers ?— Yes.

288. And in point of fact th a t would, as far as the passenger traffic is concerned, render unnecessary 
the whole of this £244,000 upon the Estim ates for the D irect L ine to Oakleigh ?— I  do not know w hat the 
estimate is to Oakleigh.

299. £244,000 ?— T h at is the estimate of the cost of the line originally proposed, tha t is not the 
estimate of the line now before the House.

290. I  am aware of that, bu t I  am bound to assume th a t when the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral 
read this to the House yesterday he was informed th a t there would be no large difference between th a t and 
the cost of the present proposed line.

The H on. H . Cuthbert.— l  th ink  I  told the House tha t there  would be a saving of £117,000, and I  
endeavoured to explain to the House th a t by saving th a t amount they would be able to make the 
Queenscliff line.

291. B y  the H on. W . W ilson.— M r. Higinbotham, I  understand you base your objection to the 
proposed line— the line th a t is now before the House to connect Oakleigh w ith Melbourne upon the class of 
traffic, as much as anything else, tha t would be conveyed to Gippsland ?— Yes.

292. You estim ate th a t the  great bulk of the goods traffic would consist of tim ber and live stock, 
such as cattle ?— Yes.

293. A nd th a t over tw o-thirds o f the revenue would be derived from those sources?— One-third
would arise from passengers.

294. W ould it not be possible to discharge all tim ber somewhere near F linders street ?— I  dare say
it would be. I t  would be very inconvenient.

295. A nd then it  would answer the Brunsw ick people much better to receive the ir timber at Flinders 
street than even a t Spencer street. I  th ink there would be a saving in distance. I  cannot exactly state, but 
I  th ink  there would be a mile saving in distance for the Brunsw ick consumers to have the ir timber 
discharged say a t the foot of Spring street ra th er than  at Spencer s tr e e t ; is that so ? I  do not th ink there
would be so much difference.

296. Still it would be shorter. I t  would not be an increased distance ?-—I  cannot say positively.
297. I  was ju s t looking a t the map. T hen tha t difficulty of discharging live stock would not be got 

over without a connection w ith  Spencer street ?—No.  ̂ ■
298. N ow ,you estimate th a t there  would be a distance of one mile fifty chains?— One mile and fitty-

seven chains. . . .
399. A bout fifty chains of that distance is taken up in shunting back ?— Tw enty-six chains.
300. T h a t would make fifty-two chains up. Is  it not possible so to fix the level o f the line

in, that it would level or even ra th er above the level of F linders street a t Swanston street ? I t  inig t e 
above the level of th a t part of Flinders street, but F linders street rises to the east to Spiing street.

301. Are there such great engineering difficulties in the way, tha t it  would not be possible to make 
the level such th a t you could get on to a tramway "without shunting ? I  have no way of doing it.

302. B u t i t  m ight be possible so to fix the level of the line at that particular part w ithout the 
shunting that you object to ? - I  do not th ink so. I  speak, recollect, w ithout any regular survey or 
levels

" 303. Tes, but if  it were possible, then the distance to be bridged over by the tramway would be
about one mile ?— I t  would be reduced by fifty-two chains. , ? tv-,-

304. I  suppose the weekly traffic of live stock, at present, averages about 400 to 500 a week ?— 1 tve
hundred a week fat cattle. . „ , nci t t . _

305. They would avail themselves of railway trucks at. the present charge for stores. How a y
trucks would it require to convey 500 a week ?— T he average is about ten to the truck.

306. T h a t would be about fifty trucks a week to be taken over the tram  railway . I e  .
307. Could not that traffic be easily carried at night, a bye-law being passed, and a small engine 

used ?—I t  could be taken, but I  believe it would be found to be an almost intolerable ^ s a n c e .  ?
308. Supposing a bye-law were passed confining the time from m idnight to two m the morm g .

1— Y es- o xr X
309. A nd a small engine m ight be used ?— Yes,



t. Hitrmbotham, 310. In  the event of being able to discharge timber a t F linders street, I  apprehend the great bulk of
contend, the traffic to be carried on to Spencer street would principally consist of live stock ?—Live stock and produce. 

32ndAugust 1S77. 311. I t  would be as easy to cart produce to the centre of Melbourne from Flinders street as from
Spencer s tre e t; consequently, all the produce could be discharged at Flinders street ?— I f  you have 
sufficient area.

312. Then it is simply a question of sufficient area in the yards ?— I f  you have sufficient space at the 
foot of Swans ton street to make a station, you could discharge the goods traffic there.

313. Then I  apprehend the only necessity is, w here they have to ship wool direct, they have to take
it on to there ?— Wool ?

314. Say a large quantity  of wool m ight come, or any produce requiring to be shipped, it would be 
necessary to have a connection w ith the shipping at the w harves ?— Yes.

315. H ave you any idea of how many bales of wool are received by the Government lines at the 
present moment, th a t are carted from Spencer street to the Hobson’s Bay station, to be shipped at the 
Hobson’s Bay pier ?— No, I  have not.

316. You are aware there is a very large amount ?— I  do not know.
317. B u t still the difficulty of carting the goods, even from Spencer street to the Hobson’s Bay

station, although they incur an extra cost, is resorted to—you are aware tha t there is traffic of that kind ?__
N o doubt, i f  there is traffic, it has to be carted.

318. In  connection with the O uter Circle line of railway, you would recommend, I  think you said in 
answer to M r. Fitzgerald, tha t instead of availing themselves of the Rosstown railway you considered it 
would be cheaper to connect between Camberwell and H aw thorn ?—I do not say th a t I  recommended it.

319. I t  is a feasible route ?— I  do not know— I  cannot say— I  would not like to say without consulting 
the surveys, which I  have not examined. I  do not even know w hether there was ever a survey.

320. W ill you make an inquiry w hether there is such a survey ?— Certainly.
321. You are of opinion th a t the best method to connect the Oakleigh terminus w ith Melbourne 

would be the Outer Circle route ?— Yes ; and to meet the  difficulty as to passenger traffic, the Rosstown 
railway ; though I  may add th a t I  do not believe one passenger in ten would avail him self of that route.

322. Not from its not being safe or properly constructed, I  hope ?— N ot at all from that point of 
view, but simply th a t when a man is in a carriage, w ith all his surroundings, he is not likely for the sake of 
seven miles, especially i f  he is a Gippsland man, and has been accustomed to being in a coach for thirty- 
seven hours, to be squeamish about seven miles.

323. I  suppose you are aware th a t it is customary for Governm ent to consult the Engineer-in-Chief 
upon any im portant undertaking, such as the extension of railways ?— T hat has been my general experience.

324. Sometimes Government do take the bit in their teeth ?— Certainly, and I  never complained of 
their doing it.

325. B u t you have differences of opinion as to w hat railways ought to be constructed for ?—Yes.
326. A nd the Government of the day have thought it righ t and proper, from a political point of view 

perhaps to construct them a t a lesser rate than you thought desirable or safe ?— The Government have put 
forward estimates lower than my estimates, but I  do not think any railway line has ever been constructed 
a t those rates— at the Government rate.

327. Still such a conflict of opinion has taken place ?— Yes.
328. B y  the H on. T . J . Sum ner.— You have formed your opinion consistently and you consistently 

adhere to it in spite of other opinions, is tha t the case ?— W hen I  have expressed an opinion, I  have 
expressed it  after the best consideration I  could give to the subject, and having given it I  adhere to it, 
unless I see reason to change it.

329. B y  the H on . J . B a lfo u r.— You spoke ju s t  now as to the question of area a t the Flinders 
street station for a goods station ?— Yes.

330. I  understood you th a t there was not sufficient area for a goods station there for the traffic that 
m ight come from Gippsland ?— T hat is my opinion, and I  do not think the area could be made sufficient 
w ithout enormous expense.

331. Have you not heard that it was intended to increase the area by going back as far as Jolimont 
and taking up vacant land there ?— Yes.

332. I f  the line came in upon the same level, would it be possible to take in th a t area without going 
to great expense ?— No ; the sidings a t Jolim ont would be upwards of th irty  feet I  believe lower than the 
sidings a t F linders street.

333. Then that would involve very large expense in embankments ?— I  think it would not be 
practicable.

334. B y  the Hon. D r. Dobson.— I  understood it to be a  part of the Government scheme to take 
w hat is called “ righ t of haulage ” from the present station to Sandridge ?— I  do not know.

335. Supposing you as an engineer admit such a term as “ haulage,” w hat does it mean ?—I  suppose 
i t  means taking running powers.

336. Can you see any distinction between the terms “ rig h t to haulage ” and “ running powers ” ?—Well, 
it m ight be that the Government would propose to arrange term s with the Hobson’s Bay Company for hauling 
the amount of traffic— that would be a separate thing from running powers, which would mean running 
G overnm ent engines and trains over the Hobson’s Bay line.

337. Would tha t be less objectionable than taking running powers ?— I f  you make one arrangement, 
I  suppose you could make the other.

338. As to a question pu t to you before, as to the desirability of the main line from Gippsland to 
Melbourne being in the hands of the Government, the main line would not be in the hands of the 
Governm ent if  these haulage powers were taken into Sandridge, assuming Sandridge to be the terminus ? 
— No, of course not, because part of it would belong to the Hobson’s Bay Company.

339. B y  the H on. G. F . B elcher.— I f  the O uter Circle line were adopted, would it be necessary to 
increase the accommodation for goods at Spencer street ?— T he accommodation at Spencer street must be 
increased and largely increased, at any rate.

340. In  w hat way ?— By building new goods sheds, if  the passenger station is to remain there.
_ 341. B ut for goods, would it be necessary to  get an area by filling up towards the swamp ?— It would 

be desirable to fill up as much of the swamp as possible, if  the material can be obtained.



342. You said, I think, that that would be an enormous expense ?— It would. t . HMnbotham.
343. Have you any idea of the amount that would be required to put the Hobson’s Bay line in order * 2 3 m  

sufficient to run the Government trains upon it ?— I made an estimate, I think it was last year, of the cost 22nd August i877. 
of putting that Hobson’s Bay railway into good running order, not making any improvements, but putting
it into what I  call good running order. The amount, I think, was £126,000.

344. B y  the H on. T. J . Sumner.— I understand you to say that the present railway accommodation, 
in the shape of goods sheds and so on, at the Spencer street railway reserve is amply occupied by the traffic 
now brought upon it. I  should like to have your opinion as to whether the reserve not already occupied 
can be made available for future railway accommodation, and to what extent ?— It can be made available.

345. What area is unoccupied and not appropriated to particular purposes ?— I cannot tell you at 
this moment, but I  can get you the information.

346. I  only want rough information. Can you tell us within two acres or ten acres— is there as 
much ground unoccupied as there is at present occupied that can be made available ?— There is as much 
more area, but to make it available it would have to be raised ; but if it were made available we have no 
funds to put up goods sheds.

347. The question o f room was suggested by the honorable member Mr. Balfour. Now we find, 
from the answer I have elicited from you, that there is room there, if  it be made available ?— There is room.

348. B y  the Hon. J . P . Bear.— Supposing the Outer Circle line were made, what important branch 
lines would that accommodate, could you tell the Committee ?— It would accommodate all the suburban lines 
that have been proposed on the north and north-east sides of the city.

349. W ill you state any of them ?— The line to Brunswick, which it is proposed to continue to 
Preston ; the line to Heidelberg ; the line to Lillydale.

350. Those are the three ?— Those are the three that have been proposed— the three that are 
necessary, or will become necessary.

The witness withdrew.

Robert Watson, Esq., C.E., called and examined.

351. B y  the Chairman.— Are you Resident Engineer of the Victorian railways ?— Yes. r <e ^  ci e 9011'
352. B y  the Hon. S ir  C. Sladen.— I believe you have been engaged in surveying the Direct Line 22ndAugust 1877. 

from Swanston street to Oakleigh ?— I have made an approximate estimate of the cost of that line.
353. Have you surveyed it ?— There has been no survey made of the first portion of that, as far as 

I know.
354. What portion of it has been surveyed ?— Shortly after crossing the river it joins the line that 

was originally surveyed upon the south side of the river.
355. Where does that commence— does it commence near to the river ?— The point at which it joins 

the original line is about twenty or twenty-five chains after it crosses the river.
356. Before it cuts the Hobson’s Bay railway ?— No, after it has crossed the Hobson’s Bay railway

once.
357. A s I  understand the line now, it crosses the railway between the railway bridge and Gardiner’s 

Creek road station— is it from there that your survey has been made ?— The line which is now called the 
Direct Line joins the line which was surveyed through the Botanical Gardens about twenty chains after it 
has crossed the river, and from that point to Oakleigh the survey has been made— at least the section has 
been taken.

358. I  have nothing to show me where the original Direct Line through the Botanical Gardens goes ; 
we have nothing before us showing that ; therefore I  do not understand the point ?— If you take twenty 
chains on the red line after the crossing of the river you will find the point where it joins the line through 
the Botanical Gardens.

359. Is the line from that point the same as was originally projected through the domain ?—
Precisely.

360. And that is the portion that you have surveyed ?— The portion that has been surveyed is from 
that point to Oakleigh ; the portion between the Swanston street station and that point has not.

361. I  understand that that survey was made by yourself personally ?—Not by myself personally, but 
under the direction of Mr. Darby shire, who had charge of the preliminary surveys at that time.

362. Under your supervision ?— Not under my supervsion. Mr. Darbyshire had charge of the 
preliminary surveys.

363. Are you cognisant of it yourself ?— I have been over the country and I  have examined the 
sections.

364. Are you competent to express an opinion upon the survey ?—Not as to the survey, but I  have 
made estimates from the information that was gained by the sections.

365. Were you satisfied that you had sufficient data to make your calculations upon ?— As much for 
that portion of that line as we have for the generality of lines we have to make estimates for.

366. Is the work then generally not done thoroughly ?— There has been no actual survey from the 
suburban station: to the point I have indicated.

367. There has been none made at all ?— No survey made.
368. How have you been able to make your calculations upon that ?— The line is level, or practically 

so, from the Swanston street station to nearly twenty chains past the river, and nearly the whole of that 
length that has been estimated would require to be on a viaduct; there could be no great difficulty in making 
an approximate estimate with information such as that.

369. How was that viaduct proposed to be constructed ?— With timber similar to the bridges and 
viaducts lately constructed upon the Victorian railways.

370. What length of viaduct would there be ?— I think it is 72 chains altogether.
371. What will the level be above the present level o f the railway line— the level of the permanent 

way?— About 12 feet on an average, and that is necessitated by our having to go over the Hobsons Bay
railway at a high level further down. .

372. What is the length of the bridge across the river?—It is all bridge for 72 chains including the
crossing of the Hobson’s Bay railway and the river.



Robert Watson, 373. But I suppose the span across the.river will involve difierent construction from a viaduct on
the land ?— Yes ; I  have taken 528 feet to cross the river and Hobson’s Bay railway, at a little more than

32nd August 1S77. double the price per lineal foot than for the other portions of the viaduct.
374. Will that, be in more than one span ?—I do not think the spans need exceed 40 feet each.
375. Would that be a wooden bridge ?— A  wooden bridge.
376. Then it cannot be in one span ?— It need not be in one span.
377. Would that be an expensive bridge ?— Five hundred and twenty-eight feet at £7  10s. per foot 

which we know from experience is quite sufficient for bridges of that description.
378. What does that amount to?— £3960.
379. Is there any severe gradient from there to the intersection o f the Hobson’s Bay railway, from 

where it crosses the river ?—:No, the gradient may be very easy there.
380. A t what level will the bridge be across the river ; would it be upon the same level as the 

Hobson’s Bay railway ?—Ho ; it may fall several feet at the brink of the river lower than will be necessary 
at the crossing of the Hobson’s Bay railway.

381. Therefore, there would be a considerable gradient, would there not, to overcome, to cross the 
railway ?— No ; the distance from the crossing of the Hobson’s Bay railway to the crossing of the river is 
about 40 chains, and the fall would be only perhaps about 6  or 8  feet, so that the gradient would be very easy.

382. That is, 6  or 8  feet between the level of the two permanent ways?— Six or eight feet from the 
intersection of the Hobson’s Bay railway to the intersection of the river, a distance of 40 chains.

383. But you cross the Hobson’s Bay railway at a considerable elevation; is that not so ?—The 
level of our line is about probably 15 feet above the Hobson’s Bay railway, but I  think not more than that.

384. What would be the gradient from the bridge crossing the river to the bridge intersecting the 
Hobson’s Bay railway ?— I do not think more than 1 in 150.

385. Then you cannot speak with regard to the survey any further on ?—I have simply seen the 
sections that were taken, and I  have seen the line as it is laid down on the plans that are in existence. There 
has been no actual survey made—not such a survey as would be made in making application for a railway 
B ill at home.

386. Is it an easy country to go through ?— The gradients are steep nearly all the way—for a con­
siderable distance the gradient is 1 in 50.

387. I  suppose you would be on a descending gradient from the crossing of the Hobson’s Bay rail­
way ?— From the Hobson’s Bay line to the crossing o f the river there would be a slightly descending 
gradient.

388. But beyond that— eastward and south ?—I  cannot speak of the portion between the crossing of 
the river and the junction with the line that goes through the Botanical Gardens, because no accurate 
section has been taken between those two points.

389. Am I  to understand, that it is possible to make an approximate estimate of the cost of a line 
where there is only such an imperfect survey as that of the line ?— Very frequently estimates are made from 
information as scanty as we have in this instance.

390. Is that unavoidable ?— It is a mere question of time— when you are pressed for them.
391. Is the department pressed for them with regard to this line— I understood that this is no new 

line, that this is a line that was originally inserted in the original schedule ?— I do not know what you 
refer to as the original schedule.

392. I  suppose you know that there is a Railway B ill before Parliament at the present time ?—Yes.
393. And the first schedule in the Bill deals with the Direct Line from Swanston street to Oakleigh ?

— Yes.
394. Are you aware of that ?—Y es, I know th a t .,
395. The schedule was not in the Bill which was originally introduced, but the schedule in the Bill 

alluded to another line which went through the Botanical Gardens, and as I  understood you, was connected 
to the present line you speak of somewhere between the river and the crossing of the Hobson’s Bay line ?—- 
There was only the time between the introduction of the first schedule and the second for the preparation of 
this line, which I believe was very short indeed. I  have not the dates.

396. I  beg your pardon; you do not understand me. You tell me you made an estimate for the 
original line which was projected to go through the Botanical Gardens?—:No, I  never had anything to do 
with any estimate in connection with that line.

397. Then, may I ask what you know about this line at all which is before us, because I do not 
quite understand the position now. I have been under a misapprehension all the way through.- I under­
stood you were responsible for this line?— I am responsible for this line, but,as I  said before, I  had nothing 
to do with the estimate for the line that was in the first schedule submitted to the House.

398. But this is the same line as that, except the portion that did go through the Botanical Gardens? 
— This line is upon the north side of the river.

399. I  understood you to say just now, that after this line crosses the river from the north side to 
the south side it joins the line originally projected through the Botanical Gardens ?— That is the case.

400. I  thought so ; then there has been plenty of time to survey all that portion of the line ?—After 
it was found that the line that was in the original schedule was objectionable, that was taken out from the 
Bill, and, as I  understand it, this line had to be prepared between the time that it was taken out and the 
amended schedule was presented to the House.

401. But the great length of that line is still part o f this line?— Yes, that is so.
402. Then I  am speaking now with regard to th a t; I  want to know what evidence you can give td 

the Committee with reference to that portion of the line ?— Beyond where the two join towards Oakleigh .
403. Yes ?— I  can only say that I have seen the section and been over the ground, and seen the 

position of it upon the plan.
404. Have you satisfied yourself by what you have seen that you are in a position to make reliable 

estimates—approximate estimates of course I mean ?— I am in quite as good as I have often been before. 
I have no doubt in the world that the estimate I have now prepared is ample for that portion of the work. 
When we are called upon to make estimates with what we consider insufficient information, we allow a 
pretty good margin, and an estimate made upon full information would be probably less per mile than an 
estimate made upon imperfect information.



405. Then you must have misunderstood my question, because I wished to ask you with reference to Robert wateon, 
the line towards Oakleigh after it crossed the Hobson’s Bay line ?— Yes. ŵntinufd’

406. And I ask you whether there are any engineering difficulties ?— No. 22nd August 1877.
407. Is the country difficult to get through ?— Oh no, it is not difficult.
408. You tell me there would be rather a steep gradient ?— There is, but it does not necessitate very 

heavy works.
409. The line is easy, I  understand, from the Hobson’s Bay railway ?—It is not a difficult country.
410. Are you in a position to inform the Committee what is likely to be the expense of the line as 

between Swanston street and this point where it joins the old line ?— I have not that portion separate from 
the other, but I  could provide it. The estimate I made is for the whole length from Swanston street to 
Oakleigh ; it is not separate.

411. What is the whole line then ?— £126,602.
412. You cannot say what portion of that is due to the line upon the north side of the river ?—No.
413. And you are not in a position to say anything with reference to a site for the station, or the 

levels ?— Only from recollection of the level of the rails as they are at present at the suburban station. I  
should think from recollection they would be about five feet lower than the level of Flinders street opposite 
to them.

414. Is  there any great difference of level between that point at Swanston street and the ground as 
it approaches and is nearly opposite Spring street, between Stephen street and Spring street?— The ground 
rises very rapidly from the intersection of Swanston and Flinders streets towards Spring street, and then 
falls rapidly further eastward.

415. Have you considered how long you would be able to get the goods traffic into Flinders street, 
with a view to taking it on to Spencer street ?— I  have only seen the suggestions offered upon this map. I 
have not been upon the ground to see particularly, nor have I  taken any levels to see how it is practicable 
to get from the Direct Line to Spencer street.

416. Would it be practicable at all to bring the level of the line upon the viaduct, to bring it nearly 
level with the part of that near to Flinders street ?— It would be practicable.

417. Would it not involve rather a steep gradient ?— No, not a very steep gradient; but a considerable 
quantity of filling would be required.

418. How would it affect the gradient to the station in Swanston street: there would be a considerable 
gradient there, would there not ?— As I  understand you, you wish to come in at a higher level. There 
would be a rising gradient near the station, which is an advantage for the arriving and departing trains.

419. I  understood there would be a considerable difficulty in getting the goods trucks from the line 
into Flinders street with a view to put them upon a tram to convey them to Spencer street., and that that 
difficulty consists in having to shunt them up a rather steep gradient, from some distance of course?—I
cannot speak of that, but I  cannot conceive the necessity of any steep gradient; but I cannot speak positively.

420. Do you know the difference between the gradient at that point in Spring street and the old 
suburban railway station ?— I do not know the difference in level.

421. How have you been able to satisfy yourself, as you have seen so little and have taken so little 
means to know, what are the requirements, that the £127,000 will cover the cost from one end to the other ?
— In the first place, I  have taken the Government Valuator’s estimate of the value of the land, and applied 
that.

422. That valuation o f the land has been made by whom ?— Mr. Cowderoy.
423. Do you know at what time that was taken ?— N ot very long ago. It was made for that

estimate which Mr. Darbyshire prepared not very long ago.
424. You say not long ag o ; has it been more than a year, do you think ?— I  cannot say how long it 

is since, because there is no date upon the estimate.
425. Does that estimate take into consideration the station ?— I put down the sum of £3000 for the 

station ; it is impossible to say what accommodation would be required. Fhe instructions I received were 
to confine m yself in making the estimate entirely to passenger traffic, making no provision whatever for 
goods.

426. But you would have to make provision I  suppose for connecting the goods with a tramway in 
Flinders street ?— M y instructions were to confine myself entirely to an estimate to provide for passenger
traffic. . „

427. Then, so far as you know anything about it, the goods traffic will remain at the station as it 
comes in in Swanston street ?— There would be no goods traffic, so far as I  am concerned.

428. I f  there were goods traffic, would it make the line more expensive ?— I do not think so. _ A  
station and accommodation for goods of course would have to be added, but as to the general construction 
of the.line there is no necessity to make it more expensive in the one case than in the other.

429. Then as far as that station is concerned, your instructions were merely to prepare what was 
necessary for the passenger traffic ?— Simply for passenger traffic.

430. Who takes the sections, that is to say, from whom did you get the data upon which you based

knowing
estimates. ^

431. When did Mr. Darbyshire take them ?— They were taken about two years ago. In ey  were
not taken by him personally, but they were taken under his direction. .

432. And were they taken, do you know, with a view to carry out this Direct Line - lh e y  were 
taken with the view of submitting that line amongst others for the consideration o t e oveinment,
whether with a view of its being carried out or not, I  cannot say.

433. And you have satisfied yourself—you have been over the line and satisfied yom self that they 
are correct enough for your purpose, to enable you to make an approximate estimate. Yes, I  am quite
certain that the estimate, especially for the earthwork, is in excess.

434 How long would it take you to complete that estimate to make a complete estimate with a 
view to making your ultimate calculations ?— After I  got the section I  could get the estimate ready in a few 
days.

R a i l w a y s , C



RobertWatflon, 435. But I  am alluding now to the permanent survey— before you are in a position to call for
"coNtoiwd'* tenders, for instance, how long would it take to complete those preliminary surveys?—The preliminary 

22ndAugust 1877. survey would be completed perhaps in a fortnight or three weeks— that is, a preliminary survey upon 
which I should be able to make an estimate, but the permanent survey would depend upon the number of 
parties of surveyors that were put on. "

436. But, as a rule, you know pretty well the strength you have and the work that has to be done__
would it take any great length of time ?— As a rule, one survey party will complete a quarter of a mile a 
day under favorable circumstances. The survey would be much more intricate for nearly the whole length 
of this line, than it is generally throughout the colony, in consequence of the large number of buildings 
that would have to be surveyed, so that a surveying party would not do nearly so much as a quarter of a 
mile a day, and there are nine miles.

437. That would be 36 days ?— Thirty-six days.
438. For one party ?— One party, of course ; two parties would not do twice as much in the same 

time as one party. One party going straight through would do it at less cost than two, or three, or four 
parties.

439. Not reckoning the whole of the time ?— No.
440. The line upon the north side of the river does not touch private property, does it ?—Very little.

It touches private property immediately after it crosses the river.
441. That is, on the south side of the river ?— Yes.
442. But upon the north side ?— I do not know how far you would call a cricket-ground private

property— it only touches a small portion of the East Melbourne cricket-ground, and the Hobson’s Bay 
railway, and the Lonsdale cricket-ground.

443. Do your instructions at all direct you to avoid, as much as possible, public reserves or parks ?
— Yes.

444. And has the projected line now carried out that instruction ?— A s well as it could. Of course 
it goes diagonally through what is called the Yarra Park, but it does not interfere with either of the cricket- 
grounds, except those that I have named.

445. Was that quite unavoidable ?— Yes, there is no other way of getting at all in that direction.
446. Have you had experience in surveying for railways elsewhere than in Victoria ?—Yes, in

England.
447. Have you in the neighborhood of the metropolis, or in the metropolis ?— No, not near the 

metropolis.
448. Are you aware that there is not a railway anywhere in the metropolis, or its precincts, which 

touches a reserve or a park ?— I think it is very likely that there is not one that touches a public park. I 
know that the people at home are very tenacious indeed of their rights in that respect. I  am not aware 
of any railway near London that touches any.

4 4 9 . As a fact, there is not a single park or public ground that is touched by a railway in London. 
Now, where you have an enormous number of lines and population very close, and so on, the comparison 
there would not he so good as you might expect here in a younger country, and the ground not nearly so
much occupied as that you would not be able to steer clear of reserves of that kind ?—It is not possible in
this instance to avoid the Yarra Park. The Hobson’s Bay line already goes through it.

450. I suppose you call the series o f cricket-grounds ?— It is all called Yarra Park.
451. Of course, I  know that the railway must go through Yarra Park, but I  allude now to a number 

of places where money has been spent by people for recreation purposes— could they have been avoided ?— 
I  do not see how they could be avoided entirely ; in fact, a better line than has been selected could have 
been got through what is known as the Friendly Societies’ grounds, and it was taken in a worse position 
simply to avoid that ground.

452. Is there any particular reason why it should avoid the one ground more than the other ?—I 
think a glance at the line will show that it is impossible to avoid the Yarra Park.

4 5 3 . I  quite agree with that ?—And we have avoided the cricket grounds and the Friendly Societies’ 
gardens as much as possible.

454. That is to say, it is a choice of two evils— either on the south side it must go through the domain, 
or on the north side through the Yarra Park ?— But the cases are very different indeed— the damage done to 
the public by interfering with the Yarra Park is not to be compared to the damage done by going on the

' south side of the Yarra through the domain and in the Botanical Gardens. A  stranger would scarcely know 
that the Yarra Park was a park.

4 5 5 . W ill there be then in this viaduct which carries the railway through the Yarra Park the means 
of passing under it ?— Oh, yes ; it may all be open ; there need be no fencing.

456. Even for carriages ?— Carriages could pass— the height would be about twelve feet.
457. So that it does not cut off any outgoing anywhere?— No.
458. Then you are not able to give the Committee any information with reference to the station ?— 

Not beyond what I  have said. I have put down the sum of £3000.
459. I  am not alluding at present to the cost, but rather to the site and to the ground that would be 

occupied ?— A t the suburban station ?
460. Yes ?— I am not able to give any information further than what I have given.
461. Perhaps you could give this information— is it actually determined where the site of the station 

shall be—that is to say, will it be confined within the line laid down in the schedule, beginning at fifty links 
from the corner of Swanston-street as the outer line of the railway ?-------

462. It is a single line, is it ?— Yes, a single line.
463. Then the railway will extend half a chain further in, or w ill it extend a chain in ? That 

depends upon the accommodation required for the buildings.
464. How will that aflfect the Hobson’s Bay line ?— It is not supposed to interfere in any possible way 

with the Hobson’s Bay line except this portion of it—this is a portion of the Hobson’s Bay line.
465. But if  it extends a chain in from the line of Flinders street it would be very close upon the 

Hobson’s Bay line, would it not ?—There need be no buildings whatever upon the south side.
466. What kind of buildings do yon allude to ?— There need be no buildings there the station is 

on the opposite side.



467. But you are aware that the property of the Hobson’s Bay line extends to the eastward of Robertwataon, 
Prince’s Bridge ?— Yes ; and it is a portion of the Hobson’s Bay line property that the Government pro-
p o se s  to  ta k e  fo r  t h i s  r a i lw a y .  22nd August 1877.

468. What I  want to ascertain from you is, i f  you can give the Committee any information as to 
how much they propose to take ?— I presume all between what the present Hobson’s Bay Company require 
for their line and Flinders street.

469. That is to say, from their permanent way ?— From their line.
470. But according to the schedule, there is a deviation allowed of twelve chains I think ?— Yes.
471. Would it be usual in starting a railway in the neighborhood of very valuable property in the 

metropolis to make use of that deviation after the B ill has been passed by the Legislature ?— It would be 
very unusual.

472. In a position of that kind ?— In a position of that kind, where property is valuable.
473. How long do you take it that this line would require to be completed so as to connect Mel­

bourne with Oakleigh ?— From the time of its commencement, I  think eighteen months ought to be 
sufficient.

474. You think that ought to be sufficient ?— From the time of its commencement.
475. O f course you expect— I do not know whether that comes within your line of duty—but you 

expect, o f course, that there will be considerable goods traffic by this line ?—I have not given very much 
attention to th a t; it scarcely comes within my province.

476. In laying out a station and the levels generally upon the approach to the station merely for 
passenger traffic, the question of how the goods traffic is to be shunted off from that would not matter very 
much. A t whatever level you chose, the goods traffic could be disposed of ?— Yes, at whatever level, within 
reasonable limits, the passenger traffic is brought in at, it might be made available for getting from that point 
to Spencer street.

477. But it would make a cbnsiderahle difference as to whether the level was higher or lower in 
reference to Flinders street ?—It would make a difference no doubt.

478. And it would make a considerable difference in the cost of shunting to get into Flinders street ?
—It would make a difference no doubt.

479. You know nothing of the traffic receipts of the line, I suppose ?— I do not know.
480. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— Have you got a copy of this plan before you ?— I have.
481. A s I  understand, it is proposed to utilise the old suburban station and to make that a passenger 

station ?— I understand so.
482. What was being done with that by the Hobson’s Bay line until recently ?— I think it has been 

used for coking, but I  have been scarcely inside the place for years till recently— how it has been used for 
years past I  have no notion.

483. Did you see the place yesterday— did you pay a visit to this suburban station yesterday ?— Yes,
I was there yesterday.

484. Did you find whether the Hobson’s Bay Company were doing any new work to it or not ?—
They were repairing the platform wall.

485. That is recent work ?— They were doing it yesterday.
486. Would you kindly describe to the Committee shortly, starting at Swans ton street, at the 

suburban station, how it is proposed to construct this line? You have been over it, and if  you will just start 
at the station and describe from the station until we come to the river first of all ?— Starting from the point 
at which the description in the schedule commences, for the first twenty chains I  think there would be very 
little required to be done to the line.

487. There is a line of rails there now— now after leaving that twenty chains ?— For a considerable 
distance, perhaps ten or fifteen chains, there would be a considerable embankment, then the viaduct would 
commence.

488. Commencing with the viaduct, how far would you carry the viaduct?— The viaduct would 
commence probably about fifteen chains before crossing the Hobson’s Bay line. Up to the present point it 
has been carried very close to the Hobson’s Bay line ; but in order to cross the Hobson’s Bay line at not too 
acute an angle it is necessary to curve northwards and then curve back across the line, otherwise the angle 
would be very acute, and in order to give the twenty-six feet of span necessary to work the Hobson’s Bay 
traffic the girders would probably require to be eighty or ninety feet long ; but by crossing at an angle of 
about thirty degrees, which is accomplished by first deviating from the actual line and then coming back to it, 
you get a crossing with a span of about fifty feet. The viaduct continues after crossing the Hobson’s Bay line.

489. Pardon me a moment. Then you intend to cross the Hobson’s Bay line at a height of twelve 
feet ?—Fifteen feet, I  think I said.

490. Crossing from that, how do you proceed then ?— With the viaduct still, with spans of probably 
about fifteen feet to the brink of the river, then by a bridge with spans of about forty feet for 528 feet.

491. One moment. N ow  the cost of the viaduct, until you come to the bridge, you estimate at how 
much per foot ?— Excepting the portion which crosses the Hobson’s Bay railway, £3  a foot.

492. And that part which crosses the Hobson’s Bay line ?— The same as that which crosses the river.
493. You have already given us the cost of crossing the river ; now, having crossed the river, how 

do you proceed ?— Then I have estimated that a viaduct, similar to the one on the other side, would be
required for a distance of about twenty chains.

494. Would that be at a like cost of £3  a foot ?— That would be also at the rate of £3 a foot.
4 9 5 . Then how would you carry it on?— After that it would be ordinary cutting and filling just the 

same as any other railway. I  cannot describe it without the section before me.̂
496. No engineering difficulties in the way ?— No engineering difficulties, but there is the crossing

of the Hobson’s Bay railway there. t „  - , .  , , ,,
947. Whereabouts is that second crossing— is it at South Yarra ?—About half-way between the

present bridge over the Yarra and the South Yarra station. _ .
498 How do you cross the Hobson’s Bay railway there ?—By a bridge over their railway.
499' And then from that on are there any difficulties in the way ?— There is a bridge o v e r  Chapel 

street and a bridge over Toorak road. After that there are no difficulties except that there are a large 
number of level crossings.



Robert witBca, 500. Had you sufficient material before you, Mr. Watson, to justify you in forming a probable
estimate of the cost ?—I  stated in my report at the time that mine was an approximate estimate, rather 

22ndAugust 1S77. calculated to give the comparative cost of the two lines than the actual cost of either, but I  am quite certain 
that the figures I have put down are amply sufficient to construct either.

501. And that this line, which we are now speaking of, can be constructed for your estimate of
£127,000 in round numbers?— I have no doubt about it.

502. I  suppose having the terminus at Spencer street would be a central position and convenient for 
passenger traffic ?— I think so.

503. N ow at the other side, do you know whether there is any Crown land available for railway 
purposes about Spring street— at the foot of Spring street ?— I think there is land available ; that is, 
assuming the Government were to take possession of the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. There is land 
as far back as Jolimont. I  do not know how far the Hobson’s Bay Company’s land extends.

504. Would that be a good site for storing timber and heavy products, such as are likely to come 
from Gippsland ?— Considerable expense would have to be gone to to level it— the ground falls very 
rapidly from about Stephen street, and, I  think, down to the Hobson’s Bay railway.

505. Have you formed any opinion about the cost o f conveying goods from Swanston street to
Spencer street ?—No, I  have not.

506. You considered your duty done as soon as you estimated the cost as far as from Swanston 
street ?— Precisely.

507. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .—I  presume, Mr. Watson, that you admit the necessity of 
connecting all the lines with the central depot of railways at Spencer street?— There can be no doubt 
about the desirability of it.

508. You have just said that the cost of this further connection has not been included in your 
estimate, that is, a rail along the level of Flinders street ?— That has not been included.

509. Then that £127,000 practically means the cost of a railway for the convenience of passengers 
from Oakleigh to Swanston street?— That is all, and the connection of the Sale line with Melbourne..

510. Swanston street and Oakleigh is to cost £127,000 ?— Yes ; but I  understood you to say that 
that was simply for the accommodation of Oakleigh and Melbourne.

511. No, pardon me, I  say of the Gippsland line, it is to be the cost of connecting the Oakleigh line 
with the terminus in Melbourne, it would be £127,000 ?— Yes.

512. And you cannot form any idea of how much that would be increased if  goods were to be carried 
in the same direction ?— I have not made any estimate.

513. Therefore, the House is to understand that this £127,000 was practically only for the con­
venience of passengers, as far as you know ?— A s far as I  know.

514. So that, if  some other means of conveying passengers was devised, this £127,000, as far as you 
know, would be practically saved?— Yes.

515. You told us that your estimate was practically more a comparison than an estimate. You turn 
it into an estimate by giving your assurance that it would not cost more, but really it is more a comparison 
than an estimate ; for instance, you take the earth works that Mr. Darbyshire took. You say this is the same 
sort of ground, and there is about the same amount o f ground, it is more an estimate than a comparison?—I 
had no other means.

516. The estimates for the other lines now finished and in use were made in a more perfect and 
more professional manner than this, owing to the hurried manner in which you had to do this ?— Some 
were not. _

517. Were any borings taken to ascertain the nature of the ground?—No, it is not usual to do so.
518. But soils differ, and in some soils, if  you had a long viaduct, you would require to bore to find 

whether you had to pile or not ?— We should no doubt do so before letting the contract.
519. And if  you found you had to pile, it would make a great difference in the contract?—No doubt.
520. Therefore, the estimate is, after all, as I said, more a comparison than an estimate?— The same 

as many other estimates have been before.
521. Then that is more a reflection upon the department. May I  ask from whom you received

instructions to make this comparison or estimate ?— The Honorable the Minister of Railways.
522. In previous estimates of railways did you receive your instructions from the Engineer-in-ChieFs 

department, or from the Commissioner ?— Generally from the Engineer-in-Chief.
523. Then in this case the usual practice was departed from ?— Yes.
524. Then you feel yourself professionally responsible for the correctness of these estimates ?—I do.
525. But I think you told us that some explanatory statement accompanied it. When you gave in 

this estimate you added some explanatory statement to protect yourself from unforeseen expenses ?—I do 
not remember saying that.

526. I  beg your pardon, I thought you said it. You do not know the exact extent of the ground 
where the proposed terminus is intended to be ?— I do not.

527. You said that the Hobson’s Bay railway did not repuire it. I  presume you meant that they
are not using it ?— I am not aware that I  said they did not require it.

528. I  took down the words. O f course you can form no opinion as to what they do or would 
require ?— Certainly not.

529. In your estimate of £127,000 did you include any rolling stock ?—Yes.
530. Passenger carriages only ?— I  got1 the usual figures for rolling stock from the Locomotive 

Superintendent.
531. And you made no provision for the goods station. I  apprehend you would not take into account 

anything but passenger carriages ?— I do not know how he arrived at that estimate. There is a given sum 
there for rolling stock on the line, £603 per mile, and I adopted the same estimate.

532. That is the estimate that would be given, say, from Oakleigh to Sale ?— Yes, probably so. •
533. Then, without making any provision for goods station, you did in the estimate make provision 

for rolling stock for goods ?— Yes.
534. On the extended line from Oakleigh to Melbourne ?— Yes.
535. And you do not know what the character of the stations would be ? You said the £3000 was 

for the terminus ?—Yes.



536. No provision made for any intermediate station ?— No. Robert Wataoa
537. B y  the Hon. T. J . Sumner.— You heard the evidence given by the previous witness, your Esq". 0 E’
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538. I  want to ask you a question as to the policy of connecting the three suburbs with Melbourne.
You heard what he said, and I  want to know if you approve of his very strong adhesion to his first recom­
mendation of the Outer Circle in preference to the others, or do you disapprove of it. I f  you approve o f it,
it would be enough to say so ; i f  you disapprove of it, it would be very convenient to know why ? I never
approved of the Outer Circle line as the connection between Sale and Melbourne, because of the much greater 
distince that everything would have to be conveyed.

539. I  would remark that, if  you listened attentively to the evidence of the Engineeb-in-Chief, he 
showed how a provision could be made to shorten the distance for the convenience of passengers from 
Oakleigh to Swanston street at very little cost, while there would be an immense saving of cost, as I  under­
stood, in carrying heavy bulky goods close to the cattle markets, timber close to Brunswick, where 60,000  
tons are consumed, and other conveniences besides that, such as relieving the traffic at Spencer street. Did  
you hear that ?— Yes.

540. Have you any objection to the arguments put forward by Mr. Higinbotham in any way ?— The 
connection which the Engineer-in-Chief proposed would necessitate either the purchase of the Hawthorn 
line, or taking running powers over it, or making some terms with the Hobson’s Bay Company, and I  am of 
opinion that it would be better to take running powers from Elsternwick, and to construct a line from 
Elsternwick to Oakleigh. I  may add that the line to which the Engineer-in-Chief referred just now, and 
seemed rather uncertain whether it was surveyed, was surveyed, and is shown, I believe, upon the map 
already in the possession o f honorable members; and, if  not, they can see it here— [ 'producing a m ap\. It  
is shown in purple on the map.

541. The question I  put, I  think I intended to put in a comprehensive way ; but I  do not consider 
that I have got exactly the answer to it. I  asked if  you had listened to the evidence of the Engineer-in- 
Chief, and if  you have any objection to the scheme which he strongly recommends of the Outer Cirle, and 
if such objection in your mind does exist, you would explain to us why it was, and if  such an objection does 
exist, it would be very convenient for us to know upon what ground it does exist. The one suggested by the 
last witness was, I  thought, of a political character with which he has nothing whatever to do. I  want to 
know from an engineering point of view, and from a practical point of v iew ; no doubt he can tell us whether 
the Outer Circle is a good line or a bad one, whichever he can prove to be best is the one to be adopted ?—
The objection is the one I  stated just now, that people have to travel over an additional seven miles coming 
in from Gippsland ; and I  think I  have sufficiently explained why I  do not approve of the Engineer-in- 
Chief’s proposition, to give the passengers the advantage of coming in by way of Hawthorn.

542. B y  the H on. N . Fitzgerald.— By way of Eosstown the Engineer-in-Chief said ?— Then the 
Engineer-in-Chief and I  are at one. I  understood him to express the opinion that it might be advisable to 
make a line from Hawthorn.

. 543. No, that was my suggestion only ?— Then I  agree quite with the Engineer-in-Chief, and if  
running powers are to be obtained from the Hobson’s Bay Company, I  would prefer the Government should 
make the line from Elsternwick to Oakleigh rather than see the Outer Circle line made.

544. B y the Hon. J . Graham.— You said just now, that you would prefer seeing running powers 
taken over the Hobson’s Bay line from Elsternwick ?— In preference to Hawthorn.

545. Have you any knowledge of the permanent way or the bridges of the Hobson’s Bay line from 
Elsternwick into Melbourne ?— No particular knowledge ; nothing beyond travelling over it occasionally.

546. Can you give the Committee any information as to whether you consider those bridges or the 
line would carry the heavy traffic into Melbourne from Gippsland ?— I cannot express an opinion.

547. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.— I  see the proposed line from Melbourne to Oakleigh is to cross the 
Hobson’s Bay railway twice within a short distance from Melbourne. May I  ask what are the engineering 
advantages of crossing the line twice in that short distance, or if  this could not be obviated altogether by 
having a bridge over the Yarra in the hollow, and coming that way into Melbourne ?— The objection to 
going on the north and east side of the Hobson’s Bay railway is that the line would have to cross Swan 
street and the Hawthorn line. Swan street has a large traffic every day, and a level crossing would be very 
objectionable. The line proposed by the honorable member would pass very close to where there is a level 
crossing on the Hobson’s Bay railway. That line, too, would be rather longer than the one suggested.

548. And more expensive ?— I do not think more expensive.
549. You have already said that cost £3  a foot, or something like that, carrying the line on piles 

across the swamp, and twice the amount, or £ 7  1 0 s., for crossing the railway and crossing the river ?—I f  
the Hobson’s Bay Company insisted, as no doubt they would, that the Government line should be carried 
across their Hawthorn line by a bridge, the cost would be just as great as in the other case, for that would 
necessitate a viaduct of as great length as in the other case ; if  the Hobson’s Bny Company consent to our 
crossing their line on a level, the cost in both cases would be very much reduced.

550. Have you grave objections, as an engineer, to taking running powers over another line of 
railway ?—I scarcely feel competent to give an opinion upon the matter. I  do not know the terms upon 
which they are given.

551. Or to make a line of rails along the street to carry the traffic from the proposed depot from 
Swanston street to Spencer street along Flinders street ?— I do not think there is any very great objection 
to a line of railway in the street. I  have recently had an opportunity of seeing railways and tramways in 
the streets of London and several continental cities, and really I  have been surprised to see how little objec­
tion there could be to them.

552. Are not the objections to that system of tramways very much lessened, by the fact that steam 
rollers are now in use in the city of Melbourne, and are quite as much nuisance to the horses and detrimen­
tal as the steam engine would be ?—I do not think the cases are precisely similar ; the greatest objection 
to a tramway is, that it is said cart wheels get wrenched off. I  never heard of such a thing at home. I  
have heard it spoken of here by those who are opposed to the street tramways.

553. The expenditure of £126,000 or £127,000 you give in here is merely for the passenger station
at Flinders street ?— That is all.

554. Could you give the Committee any idea of what the cost of making a goods station there 
would be ?—I should like to know what kind of a goods station you would want.



Robert Watson, 555. A  goods station fit to receive the traffic coming in upon this line ?— We have erected a lar»e
cMilnwrf,* number o f goods sheds of different descriptions on the Victorian railways lately. I f  I  were informed as 

22ndAugust 1577. to the amount o f accommodation that would be required, I could make inquiries and find exactly what 
the cost would be.

556. Would it be necessary in working this line in the manner proposed that workshops expressly 
for this line should be put up there at the station ?—Not at all, if  there is a tramway connectincr the 
suburban railway station with the Spencer street station, it should be of such a character as to admit 
of engines and rolling stock going slowly along, and there would then be no necessity for separate work­
shops at Swanston street.

557. B y  the Hon. D r. Dobson.— You told us that in your estimate of this line you included rollincr 
stock at the ordinary rates in the other parts of the colony, namely £603 a mile ?— Yes. b

558. But taking the amount of goods traffic that that would be supposed to accommodate, would not 
that give you an idea of what the additional station accommodation would require to be at Swanston street ? 
— I think these questions would be much better answered by the Locomotive Superintendent, or the Traffic 
Superintendent.

559. In regard to the amount of space at Swanston street, I  understood the Engineer-in-Chief that 
there was not room enough there for goods accommodation unless you went back down to Jolimont—do you 
agree with that view ?— I do not like to express an opinion about that without seeing an accurate plan. I 
have no idea of whether the goods sheds of the suburban company are sufficient, or whether there is land 
sufficient to make them sufficient.

560. Assuming his opinion to be correct, for the sake of argument, that there is not enough room at 
Swanston street, and that the level of Jolimont is 30 feet lower than Swanston street, would it be convenient 
for railway purposes to build a station with one part 30 feet below the other part ?—The station could only 
be built by raising it up.

561. Could you level up 30 feet ?—Yes, if  necessary ; but it would cost a good deal.
562. B y  the Hon. J . B alfour.— With regard to' the Outer Circle, I  wish just to ask a question or 

two— following up your answer, I  understand you to say, that of the two, the Outer Circle, or the bringing' 
the line by way of Elsternwick, you preferred the latter ?— Yes.

563. And I  understand you to say that your reason for not agreeing with Mr. Higinbotham in regard 
to the Outer Circle was, the large amount of mileage extra-travelled over by it ?— Yes.

564. But have you considered what Mr. Higinbotham put before the Committee, that the great bulk 
of the traffic upon the G-ippsland line will be goods traffic, and the passenger traffic will be very small com­
paratively ; and that for the large proportion— that is the goods traffic— Mr. Higinbotham’s view is, that it 
would be better to come in to the north of Melbourne than to the south ?— I am not at all certain that it 
would be necessary that such a large proportion of the firewood, for instance, should go to Spencer street.

565. You think the large proportion would naturally go to Brunswick ?— Of course.
566. And almost all the traffic of cattle would require to go north of Melbourne ?— The cattle traffic 

would first have to come down to North Melbourne station, because the junction of the Outer Circle line 
with the Victorian railways would be at North Melbourne, and the cattle yards are a considerable distance, 
two miles, on the North-Eastern line, from there. I do not know whether that has been considered or not.

567. That would be north of Melbourne ?— North of Melbourne.
568. With regard to the line now before us— the Direct Line—I understood you to say that estimates 

have been framed for lines with as scanty information as you have in this case— was I  right in understanding 
that ?— Yes.

569. Can you give us any instance ?— I cannot name one in particular now, but I know that I have 
been frequently called upon to make estimates that were urgently required by the Government, from infor­
mation as scanty as the average information upon this line.

570. A s far as your memory goes, did any such estimate become a part of that submitted to the 
House, along with the schedule of such a line ?— I think it is very likely indeed that it has been, but I 
cannot speak clearly from recollection.

571. Have you made any estimate before, direct by instructions from the Commissioner of Railways ? 
— No, not that I  am aware of.

572. Then those that you speak of were made by the direction of the Engineer-in-Chief?— 
Before now ?

573. I  mean those that you speak of in which you had very little information ?— Yes.
574. And you think there was no information further than knowing what the lay of the ground was, 

without levels being taken or sections ?— There are very few.
575. The question I put was this, that in the other lines you speak of, where the information was 

very scanty, are we to understand that no information was got before the estimate was formed, more than 
what could be gathered from the lay of the country. In this case I  understand that no levels had been 
taken or the line surveyed ?— No, but there is no country I  have had to do with where I  could make an 
estimate without such information more safely than I could in this case, because it is level or very nearly so 
from end to end.

576. In the other cases you had not more information than in this ?— No, not more.
577. Then with regard to the goods station, we understand that there is no estimate whatever framed 

for goods traffic ?—No.
578. A  question was put to you, Could you form an estimate of what would be the cost of providing 

for that, and your answer was, that you would require to know something of the goods sheds required? 
— Yes.

579. Would there not be a great deal more than that, judging from the lay of the land there at the 
present suburban terminus ?— No doubt a considerable quantity of filling up would be required to level the 
yard, besides erecting the goods sheds.

580. Then, apart from the erection of the goods sheds, the cost would be considerable ?—It would.
581. And further, there is no provision for a tramway or junction along Flinders street?—Not in 

that estimate.
582. Then so far this estimate is incomplete, in that it does not make provision for goods traffic and 

the line along the street ?— So far this estimate is incomplete.
583. And i f  this tramway be not made, there must be workshops to repair the carriages ?—*Yes.



584. B y  the H on. J . Graham.— How long would it take to have this survey made, and plans Robert w ataon, 

prepared and quantities taken out ?— I think that ought to be completed in three months. ^ntinwd
585. B y  the H on. W. W ilson.— You 'have a knowledge of the ground lying between Swanston and 22nd August is??. 

Spring streets, and Flinders street and the Hobson’s Bay railway ?— Yes.
586. From personal inspection ?— Yes.
587. Do you think there is space enough within those lines I  have mentioned to provide for all the 

goods traffic of such an important district as Gippsland ?— I have not considered what the goods traffic will 
be, and I  do not know. I should not like to express an opinion without seeing an accurate plan o f the 
ground. Until a survey is made, I  should not like to express an opinion whether there is sufficient land 
there or not.

588. For that traffic ?— For that traffic.
589. But there is space for a very large traffic indeed ?— There is, as shown upon the plan.
590. Then, when you make this statement, is the Committee to understand that you were only asked 

to make provision for passengers—did that refer to the shed accommodation or the platform accommodation ?
—That is merely the passenger station only. (

591. I  mean station— station accommodation for passengers only ?— That is all.
592. But the rails and other accommodation would be sufficient for the traffic whenever it is deemed

necessary to make it a goods depot, going even as far as Spring street; but there is a large space you could
go still further, and you could go even to the boundary of the East Melbourne Cricket Ground ?— Yes,
there is a considerable space there.

593. What height would you contemplate going over the Hobson’s Bay line ?— Fifteen feet.
594. What height will the Hobson’s Bay railway be above the level of the cavity where you cross ?

—It is almost upon the surface.
595. Then, even i f  you had to fill up to the level of the bridge o f the Hobson’s Bay railway, it 

would only be 15 feet?— I  do not exactly know what the levels of the Hobson’s railway are. I do not 
know whether the line rises or falls towards Melbourne.

596. B y  the Hon. G. F. B elcher.— Mr. Watson, you stated that two cricket ground reserves would 
be affected by the line proposed ?— Yes, one very slightly.

597. And the other ?— It goes through the centre of it. The first one is the East Melbourne
Cricket ground, which is only slightly interfered with by the line without sidings.

598. And the other, it goes through ?— Straight through, if  this line be carried, right through the
J centre of it.

599. Would it render it useless for cricket ?— I think so.
600. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthhert.—  Mr. Watson, in answer to my friend, the Honorable Mr.

Fitzgerald, he asked you what was the estimated cost of the line. I  think you said £127,000 or about 
£127,000 ?— Yes.

601. Now, also in answer to him, you said that it was intended merely for passenger traffic ?— Yes.
602. From Oakleigh to Melbourne ?— N ot from Oakleigh to Melbourne, but from Gippsland 

altogether to Melbourne.
603. Merely for passenger-traffic ?— Yes.
604. And now, do I understand you to convey this meaning to the Committee, that after having gone 

to all this expense of £800,000, and this additional £127,000, it is not intended to convey any goods ?— I  
have no doubt it is eventually, but my instructions were to provide only for passenger-traffic— entirely 
ignoring goods. »

605. But even that only providing station accommodation ?— Yes.
606. But not as to the carrying power of the line for goods ?— No.
607. And then, finding station accommodation, not for goods, but merely for passengers, when you 

say, to ignore goods and provide merely for passengers, it was intended that you were merely to say “ Find 
a station fit to accommodate passengers, do not take into consideration the question of finding accommodation 
for goods,” was that it ?— Yes, precisely, the goods traffic was wholly ignored in so far that no provision was 
made for it at the terminus, but not so far as the line was concerned.

608. Was it not contemplated that goods were to be conveyed up to the terminus, as well as 
passengers ?— Eventually, but that formed no part of my instructions to form an estimate.

609. Might I  ask you the weight of the rails?— Sixty pounds.
610. Iron or steel ?— Iron.
611. B y  the Hon. D r . Dobson.— Were your instructions in writing, may I  ask ?— They were not.
612. B y  the Hon. S ir C. Sladen.— Following from what the Honorable Mr. Cuthhert has 

just asked for, does your estimate include rolling-stock to be used upon the line for goods purposes ?—
I have no doubt it does; but, as I said before, that estimate was prepared and furnished to me by the 
Locomotive Superintendent, and no doubt it may be very inaccurate, but it is one that is applied to all the 
lines in all the estimates that have been made recently. No doubt, in some particular cases, the rolling- 
stock might be more or less than in others, but we adopt that figure.

613. In regard to your estimate of value, I do not think that it has been elicited whether the 
£127,000, which is to be the total cost o f the line, rolling-stock, and stations, comprises also the compensation 
which I suppose will have to be given to the Hobson’s Bay Company for tne land taken away from their 
property ?— I have been under the impression that the Government would be able to make concessions to 
the Hobson’s Bay railway company which would compensate them for the injury done to them in taking 
away this station.

614. Then, in fact, this does not cover the compensation for that ?— No.
615. That does not enter into your calculations?— No.
616. B y  the H on. J . Camming.— Y ovl have expressed an opinion, that between the two propositions 

for bringing the Gippsland traffic into Melbourne, that is the Outer Circle route and the^line by way of 
Elsternwick, you prefer the Elsternwick route, taking running powers over the Hobson s Bay railway ?
—Yes.

617. Then how would you provide the station accommodation in Melbourne for the traffic ? I  have 
no doubt that if  running powers were taken, and if  the Hobson’s Bay Company wrnre to grant running 
powers to the Government, they would be able to find out whether they would be able to afford sufficient 
accommodation to the Gippsland traffic.



Robert wateon, 618. There would have to he considerably more accommodation provided than there is now ?—I have
roniimed* 110 doubt of that, and how near the present accommodation is sufficient I  do not know.

32naAugust is77. 619. Then if  that line by way of Elsternwick were adopted, it might involve the taking the whole of
the Gippsland traffic on to Spencer street?— It might.

620. Are there any engineering difficulties to prevent the connection between the Hobson’s Bay 
terminus, at Elizabeth street and Spencer street, at any point of that line ?— There are no engineering 
difficulties. The method of connecting the two has been considered by different people, and estimates been 
furnished some years ago by the Engineer-in-Chief. I  think £96,078, but here is the memorandum that 
was furnished:—These are twelve different lines, and the estimate of the costs of each of them for
connecting Melbourne with Oakleigh, and in a side-note it says “ The adoption of either of these lines Nos.
3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , or 7  would render it necessary that powers should be obtained to run over the Melbourne and 
Hobson’s Bay United lines, and that a junction between Flinders street and Spencer street station be made. 
I t  has been suggested that this junction will cost £96,078, but from information recently obtained by 
borings it is probable that this estimate may be considerably reduced.”

621. That would be by a viaduct?— Yes.
622. Not in the same way as it is proposed to connect the two stations ?—No, not at a l l ; that would 

be a single line of railway.'
623. But if  the station accommodation could be provided in the neighbourhood of Swanston street 

for the goods traffic, for all the traffic that might be deposited there, and merely take a tramway from 
Hobson’s Bay railway station to Spencer street, you would approve of that mode in preference to the 
Outer Circle route ?— I would in preference to the Outer Circle.

624. But you cannot say whether the station accommodation can be provided or not at Swanston 
street ?— I cannot say.

625. B y  the H on. J . B alfour .— In regard to the bridge over the Yarra, I  understand it to be a 
wooden bridge on piles ?— Yes.

626. Then that I  suppose is the cheapest form of bridge consistent with security ?—That is the 
cheapest form of bridge suitable for the traffic.

627. A n iron bridge would be preferable but for the cost ?— An iron bridge would be preferable only 
for the cost.

628. Has it not been the practice of the department to put iron bridges over all the large rivers 
lately ?— No.

629. But there are iron bridges over the large rivers, on the North-Eastern line, for instance?-—Yes, * 
but that was before the introduction of what is called the light line construction of railways. We have 
put a wooden bridge over the Barwon, which is a pretty wide valley there, and over the Morwell, on the 
Gippsland line, and it is from the actual cost of them, and a comparison of their character with this, that I 
have formed my opinion as to the cost per lineal foot of this bridge.

630. But an iron bridge would be preferable, especially over the Yarra ?—Yes.
631. B y  the Hon. J . A .  W allace.— Mr. Higinbotliam says it would take about eighteen months 

to make the Outer Circle line to connect Melbourne and Oakleigh. Can you give the Committee an idea 
how long it would take to connect Oakleigh with Melbourne by Elsternwick, taking running powers ?—It 
is very easy country. I  do not see any reason why it should not be done in six months, assuming that the 
rails and material are in the colony.

632. Can you give the Committee an idea of the difference between the Outer Circle and the line by 
Elsternwick ?— The estimated cost of the Outer Circle line, made about December, 1875, while the 
Engineer-in-Chief was at home, was a total of £237,009, and the cost of a line from Elsternwick to 
Oakleigh was £39,995. These estimates are for single lines similar to the Gippsland railway.

633. Are there any greater difficulties in connecting Spencer street station with the Hobson’s Bay 
railway, than in connecting Spencer street with the present proposed line ?— I think the character of the 
work would be more expensive to connect Flinders street and Spencer street. I  do not think the 
inhabitants of Melbourne would be pleased to see a timber viaduct there.

634. Do I  understand you, that it would be cheaper to connect the Hobson’s Bay railway and 
Spencer street together by the new proposed line ?— The proposal to connect the Gippsland line with the 
Spencer street station is by a tramway, but I  have not seen any proposal for connecting the Hobson’s Bay 
Company’s line with Spencer street.

635. Have you any idea whether there is much difference in the levels between the proposed line 
between the Spencer street station and the former proposed line ?— I cannot speak positively about it, and 
do not like to speak from recollection.

The witness withdrew.

Mr. A. P . Mathison, Traffic Superintendent, Victorian Railways, examined.
m>. Mathison, 636. B y  the Hon. S ir C. S laden .— Does it come within your province to make any estimate of traffic

32ndAugust I8Z7. Up 0 n  new railways projected ?— Yes.
637. Have you considered at all the Gippsland railway ?— I have not considered the traffic of the 

Gippsland railway since the B ill was passed for its construction. A t that time I  made certain estimates.
638. Would you favor the Committee with those ?— This— [ -producing a paper~\—contains t e 

estimate—it is embodied in a Parliamentary paper. The estimate is dated 1 st October, 1873.
639. Is that the report— the Commissioners’ report?— N o; they are the estimates that went wit 

the Construction Bill for the Gippsland line, among six or eight others— seven others.
640. Would you have the kindness to read out what is the estimate of the traffic there ?—-From e 

bourne to Sale, at the time the estimate was made the distance was taken as 136 miles. I  now unders an 
that the distance is only 106 miles. The gross revenue for the year was estimated at £53,511 5s.

641. That is gross ?— Gross.
642. Is that in detail under different heads ?— No. It is not much in detail, only about four i ems.
643. Would you let the Committee know the heads under which that arises? Passengeis, averag 

of 150 per diem at 5s. 6 d. each, £12,911 5 s .; mails, rates, parcels, &c., under the same h e a d  of passengers, 
at £50 per mile, £6800, total passengers, &c., £19,711 5s. ; goods, general merchandise, at £400 pel wee , 
£20,800.



644. Is not that estimate made up in a great measure of cattle and sheep ?— No ; that traffic is the M r,M athieoa, 

down goods traffic from Melbourne to Gippsland. The return traffic, timber, live stock, &c., is £13,000. 22naAuguaU877.
645. The first traffic is the down traffic from Melbourne?— Yes, from Melbourne to Gippsland is the 

down traffic.
646. Do you say that amounts to £53,000?— N o ; £20,800 in goods. Melbourne to Gippsland is the 

down traffic. Gippsland to Melbourne, return traffic, £13,000 ; total, £33,800 for the goods traffic altogether, 
up and down ; and the total of the passengers and goods traffic is £53,511 5s.

647. Then the passenger traffic would amount to something like £20,000?— Yes ; £19,000, passen­
gers and mails and parcels, and altogether.

648. Have you any idea that that is likely to be a progressive amount ? Is it likely to increase ?—
I  have no doubt it will be progressive ; but I  should tell you, that this is estimated upon the total length.
A t present the traffic upon the 40 miles to the Morwell is £15  a day upon the average. O f course that will 
increase as the line extends.

649. Have you been called upon to submit any estimates of possible traffic upon the Direct Line 
between Melbourne and Oakleigh ?— No, I  have made no estimate since. I have not seen any plan of this 
Kailway Construction B ill, nor been asked for any estimate.

650. Upon the Direct Line ?— No.
651. A  large portion of that traffic is for firewood, is it not ?— Of course there would be timber and 

live stock. I  cannot give you further details than are shown here now, because I  do not think I  have any
paper that would show exactly these figures. There were a great many estimates made before this was
printed. The whole of the lines had to be considered in reference to certain statistics which were furnished 
by the Register-General, o f the acres under crop, the live stock, and all the other elements of traffic.

652. I think Mr. Higinbotham told us that there would be something like £15,000 a year from 
firewood alone ?— I have got some estimates here, but i f  you ask for the items of those estimates I  could not 
give them.

653. I  want whatever information you have at the present time, if  you please ?— Twenty thousand 
cattle may be estimated to come from Gippsland.

654. When was this made ?— For this year, it is arrived at from the knowledge of what has come—  
the cattle that have come.

655. Who makes this estimate ?—It is made by a person in the trade. I  do not know his name,
but it is a person engaged in the trade ; not a person in the department.

656. I  mean, from whom does the general estimate that you hold in your hand emanate.  ̂ Who is 
supposed to be the author o f it?— I am responsible for it. I  believe I  give it upon good information. Of 
course it is an estimate of what the cattle traffic w ill be.

657. You have some means o f getting information ?— Yes.
658. A nd I  suppose from a reliable source ?— Yes.
659. W hich satisfies you?— Yes.
660. A nd you have, of course, been expected to make provision for the expected traffic, as Traffic

Superintendent ?— O f course, yes.
661. Have you a great deal of traffic in the station at Spencer street consisting of firewood ?— Y es.
662. N ot upon this line, o f course ; you have nothing from this line, but from other lines ?— There 

is a very large traffic in firewood.
663. Does it occupy a great deal o f space ?— Yes, a very great, deal o f space.
664. Is it spreading, is it getting out of bounds ?— W ell, some of the places where firewood has been 

obtained are wearing out, but still others come up. Macedon, for instance, is getting exhausted, but 
Wandong and Wallan come up to give new supplies upon the North-Eastern.

665. I  mean, that it occupies a large space in the Spencer-street station ?— Yes.
666. I  mean, is it increasing upon you in the station ?— It has increased very much since the increased

accommodation was given. •
667. Is it an incumbrance to the station ?— I cannot say that, the present lower level sidings

accommodate the wood and the undamageable produce. #
668. Does the firewood remain there for any length of time?— The firewood does ; the ground is

a regular sale-yard. _ .
669. In  that case, ,is it not rather an incumbrance in the station ?— No, they pay rent lor certam

a llo tm e n ts . . .
670. Can they stop any time ?— They can keep their wood any time.^  ̂  ̂ ^
671. Then this rent is a source o f revenue to you ?— Of course it is ; I  believe it brings m about

£3000, speaking roundly. „„ . T , ,
672. A re you aware where the wood is distributed ; where it goes generally . — I  am informed by 

persons in the trade, who, of course, know most about it (w e really have no knowledge of where the wood 
goes after it comes to Melbourne), that about 24,000 tons go to Brunswick for bnckmakmg and other
purposes, and about 20,000 tons south of the Yarra.

673. W hat is about the total quantity in the year ?— One hundred and twenty thousand

altogether^ ^  ^  generally where the rest o f it goes? You have accounted for over 40,000 tons?—
Yes ; but I  could not tell where the rest goes. I  have made no inquiry upon that head. ,

675. I  want to ask you with reference to that. Supposing a large quantity of fliewood comes 
from Gippsland, as is anticipated, and if  a depdt were made near to the passenger station somewhere 
between Stephen street and Spring street, or somewhere in the ne.ghbourhood o f Spring street, do you  
think t L l  that would he a neighbourhood which would be convenient to supply those people who take the  
wood Eenerally’- W e l l ,  I  have not really considered the matter. In fact, until tins morning when I  saw

summoned here, I  had not given particular attention to the matter; but upon
the first aooearance of it, I  should say that the station is not so convenient.
the 67 ^  h ow far would it be from B r u n sw ic k ? -!  suppose a little nearer, perhaps, than the present 

p l a c e — the present^^ ^  nearer than gpencer street station ?— Yes ; a little.

D
R a i l w a y s .



Mr. Mnthison, 678. In that respect it would answer the purpose so far as Brunswick is concerned ?— Y es; as far
22ndAugust̂ is?7. as reducing the cartage.

679. I suppose it would be desirable if you could possibly reduce the Spencer street station from 
the accumulation of wood, you would rather have less there than more ?—Yes ; but I  should state that 
there is ample Crown land at Spencer street to nearly double the accommodation for firewood and other 
undamageable produce. There is the whole of the space upon which the lumber has been stored for the last 
ten years. I am informed that a considerable portion is within the Railway Reserve— that is the original 
Railway Reserve, but it has never been used.

680. As I  understand, it is a matter of indifference whether you are relieved at all ; that is to say, 
you can take any quantity there ?— So I am informed by the engineers, that the present place where the 
lumber is is leased by the Crown Lands for stacking lumber, that is really within the original Railway 
Reserve, only we have not taken it, or put down rails upon it, or metalled it.

681. Is the access easy to that from outside the station ?—Yes ; the same access as we have at
present. It wants some filling up.

682. But a large quantity of wood like that involves a large number of carts and drays and so on, to 
take it away ?— Yes. The whole of the lot has the same access to Flinders street and the wharf.

683. You have not heard people complain of having to come a long way to get their wood ?—No ; 
the accommodation so far is good, though the wood merchants have now to pay rent, which they never had 
to pay before. So far from there being any complaints, I believe at least double the business is done, with 
more convenience to them and more convenience to us.

684. Have you anything to do with the shifting of stock about in the trucks—does that come under 
your supervision— I mean stock coming down from the country. It comes as far as North Melbourne ?— 
Yes, all the traffic that is done comes through the traffic office.

685. I t  comes as far as North Melbourne ?—Yes, and goes to Newmarket.
686. Supposing stock came from G-ippsland, how would that come to you ?— I f  it came to the

Morgue or thereabouts, and the line ended there, I do not see any other course but to drive the stock.
687. Supposing it came by a tramway along Flinders street into the station, is there any con­

venience for it ?— By a tramway into Spencer street ?
688. Yes, along Flinders street ?— There would have to be trains, of course, to take the trucks out 

to Newmarket after they entered the Spencer street station.
689. Would that interfere with the business in the station— that trains should come from Flinders 

street towards North Melbourne with cattle in them ; they would have to go through the station, would not 
they ?— There is no doubt that the trucks could be taken on if they got into the station.

690. How would they come into the station ?— I have not considered that matter.
691. That would be rather an important matter to consider, would it not ?— I f  I  had seen any plans, 

I  might consider it. I  would certainly desire, before giving answers to such questions to the Committee, 
to inform m yself; but I  have not seen any plan whatever of the proposal.

692. This view of the question has not been submitted to you at all ?— Not at all.
693. A  large accession of goods traffic coming through the station, you would require to know some­

thing about beforehand to make provision for it, would you not ?— Yes.
694. Then you cannot see at the first glance the track they would take ? You see cattle coming from 

Gippsland would require to get to the cattle yards at Flemington ?— Yes.
695. Therefore they would have to go through the whole area of your station ?— Yes.
696. But do you think there would be any difficulty about that ?—I  do not think the difficulties are 

insuperable, so far as merely taking them goes; if  they get into the station, by whatever means, of course 
we take them. They come to North Melbourne as it is, and they go to Newmarket, and of course if  they 
came in at Melbourne, still we could take them.

697. Have you ever had the plan connected with the Outer Circle railway laid before you with a 
view to estimating, or forming any opinion, as to the traffic upon it ?— No. While Mr. Gillies was 
Commissioner of Railways I  saw a plan showing the Outer Circle, and four or five other lines nearer to 
Melbourne than the Outer Circle. There were two or three Outer Circles, but at that time I  was very 
much in favor, in my own private opinion, of buying the Hobson’s Bay line, but I  was never called upon 
officially to consider anything about it. It did not come within my province.

698. Does the whole subject of the station come within your cognizance ?— Yes, when the line is 
opened ; but of course while the line is being put in the Bill for construction, I  have no consideration 
about it.

699. You are not consulted about them before hand ?—No.
700. You know nothing about them until they are ready to discharge into your hands, as it were ?—  

Yes, that is it. I  have not been consulted about them, nor would I  expect to be.
701. You do not feel competent to express any opinion about the traffic coming in from the Outer 

Circle railway ?— I have not considered it, and I  should not do so, unless I  had been asked to inform myself 
about some particular point.

702. Supposing the Outer Circle railway were adopted as the continuation to connect the Gippsland 
railway from Oakleigh with Melbourne and North Melbourne, would you consider it to be a great advantage 
to the central station at Spencer street that the goods traffic coming by the Outer Circle line should have an 
opportunity o f discharging firewood, say at Brunswick, before it gets to the station ?— No doubt about it. 
I f  brickmaking and other manufactories are there, they would get their firewood discharged on the sp ot; 
and similarly cattle and sheep, or whatever they were, wrould go direct to Newmarket.

703. That is, you would rather keep the firewood out of the station than have it brought in?— Yes; 
besides if  it were brought into Melbourne it would simply be an additional cost to the purchasers.

704. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— How long have you been Traffic Superintendent ?— Since 1871.
705. And that estimate, the particulars of which you have given to the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen, 

in connection with this line, was made in 1873 ?— Yes.
706. In which you estimate the gross receipts, I  think, at about £53,000 per annum?— Yes.
707. Out of that £53,000 per annum, for passengers, mails, and parcels, you estimate about £20,000, 

in round numbers ?— Yes.



708. Then the goods going from Melbourne to Gippslaud ; what would they principally consist of?—  
Imported goods— stores.

709. You estimate this at £20,800 ?— Yes.
710. And then the return traffic, what would that consist of principally ?— I expect it would consist 

of firewood, live stock, cattle, sheep, and horses.
711. Would not that include sawn timber ?— I have heard some doubts expressed about sawn 

timber, but I  think myself there is certain to be sawn timber.
712. Firewood and sawn timber ?—Yes ; horses, sheep, and cattle.
713. Anything else ?— No, I think not. Perhaps there might be minerals. It is all a matter of 

estimate.
714. Still, in that estimate of yours in the return traffic from Gippsland you estimated the whole 

thing in 1873 at about £13,000 ?— Yes.
715. Out of that could you tell us— if  you have not the particulars before you could you speak from 

memory and tell me how much of that £13,000 you estimated for cattle?— No, I could not tell you at this 
date ; £13,000 from timber, live stock, &c., but I  could not give you items of that £13,000 at this time.

716. A s I understand, the firewood that has been brought to Spencer street from the different lines 
that have been opened has increased the trade wonderfully, and the firewood now is something like 120,000 
tons, is it?— Yes.

717. And of the whole of that 120,000 tons only 24,000 tons go to Brunswick ?— Yes ; 24,000 tons 
to Brunswick and 20,000 tons south.

718. There is a difference of opinion. Did you say 24,000 ?— Yes ; 24,000 to Brunswick is the 
estimate.

719. Twenty thousand tons south of the Yarra, and the rest I think you said you did not exactly 
know where it went to. I  suppose by that you mean, that it is distributed throughout the city?— I conclude 
so ; through the city and suburbs.

720. To the timber, then, so far as the trade is concerned, the great benefit of the Outer Circle—that 
is your favorite line, is it not ?—No, I  have no particular favorite line.

721. Oh, no ; you prefer the Hobson’s Bay line ?— No ; that was my preference.
722. Are you still constant to that ?— No ; I  see the popular current runs so strong, I do not think 

they will buy i t ; but if  they could have got it at a moderate figure, I still think it would have been the best 
solution of the difficulty.

723. You have had a great deal of experience as a traffic manager ; do you think that if  the Hobson’s 
Bay line were purchased, say at £50  a share, paying, as it does at the present time, 15 per cent, under the 
present management, do you think—perhaps it is scarcely fair to say under your management, but under 
the Government management— that it would pay anything like 15 per cent.?— A t the time that this pur­
chase was under consideration there was also before the Government some scheme for a Board of Manage­
ment. I  must say that, without such a Board, I did not wish to see the line bought upon any terms.

724. I  suppose, as a matter of fact, you cannot have the proper men under you— the men you would 
select. There is too much patronage, is not there ?—

\_Several honorable members objected.]
[A7o answer.']
725. Then, am I  to understand that with the greatly increasing traffic at Spencer street, you have 

ample accommodation now for all your requirements ?— Yes, ample space, so far as space goes.
726. Space?— Yes, i f  it were well laid out.
727. I f  it were well laid out?— Yes ; i f  not well laid out, that is not the fault of the space.
728. But, at the same time, I  think (for I  have seen the ground m yself) that while no doubt you 

have a vast space, and a large field for improvement, it would require a vast sum of money to fill up that 
large space that you have been speaking of, so as to to utilise it?— Well, for firewood and produce.

729. No, but generally to make it a proper station, and to utilise the large space you have been 
speaking about?— You are asking me about questions rather of engineering. I  can only say that I  believe 
this lower level siding cost £30,000, and certainly that has paid very good interest for the money.

730. But at that time you had material for filling up the hollows, but now you have not any material 
without going to the Harbour Trust for silt ?— I am not sufficiently informed to speak about that.

731. Still, it would cost a large sum of money to utilise the large space of ground you speak 
about?—Y e s; no doubt that it would cost money.

732. Now, in place of going to that large expense, if a depot were established at Spring street, and 
a yard there for storing timber, would it not be very useful to the people of Brunswick, and would it not 
be convenient to the people in the city and Collingwood— more convenient than Spencer street, and I may 
include Emerald Hill ?—I should like, I think in fairness------

733. Understand my question. Assuming that I can give you a good yard at Spring street, plenty 
of space there, would it not be more convenient for the people of Emerald Hill, Collingwood, and Bruns­
wick, and those residing in that part of the city about the yard; would it not be more convenient for them 
to have the timber stored there, than to have it at Spencer street ?— Of course it would be nearer ; It would 
be more convenient no doubt for those localities.

734. For Emerald Hill?— N ot so much for Emerald Hill, but for Richmond and Collingwood.
735. I  will just take your answer for Richmond?— Richmond and Collingwood— places that are 

nearer it.
736. And to Brunswick ?—Better than the present, that is all.
737. Exactly ; that is the question I  am putting. I am very glad now that I  have got these answers 

from you, because they differ very much from the answers given by previous witnesses. I  thought that 
out of the 120,000 tons of firewood, more than 80,000 tons went to Brunswick, or perhaps it was 60,000 
tons. Now we come to the cattle traffic; what would be the difficulty, what great difficulty would there be, 
once the trucks arrived at the station at Spencer street, in sending them on to the cattle yards? I  did not
say there was any difficulty.

738. I  am going to land them there for you, and I tell you they are coming— so many trucks— will 
you have any difficulty in sending them on ?— We load trucks in Melbourne and send them on, and I  do 
not see why we could not receive any other loaded trucks and send them on.

Mr. Mathison, 
continued, 
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Mr. Mathison, 739. With as much facility as you load trucks and send them on now, you could send ready-loaded
OndAiSSisTT. trucks ?— Yes, once they are in the station.

740. I  think you were going to give my honorable friend some evidence about the number of cattle 
you expected ?— I  estimated the cattle at 20,000 in the year, that is 2000 trucks taken at 10 head of cattle 
to each truck.

741. How much per truck?— Tenpence per truck per mile.
742. That is over 106 miles ?— 106 miles the total distance, I  believe.
743. How did you get 106 miles. I  was under the impression that this line was 130 miles long ?—  

I  was, too, but the distances I have got now are— Sale to the Morwell, 40 miles ; Morwell to the Bunyip, 
34 m iles; Bunyip to Oakleigh, 20 miles ; take Oakleigh to Melbourne at the outside by any route, it cannot 
be more than twelve miles. Those are the distances 1 have got.

744. Where did you get those distances from ?— I believe they are from the engineer.
745. I  think that, in the evidence given by Mr. Higinbotkam, he has exactly stated the distance. Of 

course, you are not sure about the distances ?—No, I  am not. I  have no knowledge about the distances at 
a l l ; it is for the engineer to answer these questions. I am not a competent witness.

746. In estimating the traffic upon the Outer Circle line, that would be principally the passenger traffic 
would it not. I  mean from Oakleigh to Melbourne ?— From Oakleigh to Melbourne I  suppose it would be.

747. I  may say, it would be almost exclusively a passengar traffic ?— Yes, I think so. A  suburban 
passenger traffic.

748. Do you think it  would require at least ten stations to accommodate all the people along that 
route ?— You ask me ; but I  have not seen the route, nor considered the route at all. I  have never been 
asked. U ntil I  saw the Notice Paper this morning, I  had no idea I  was coming here, and I  have not given 
very great consideration to the question.

749. I  think that your evidence is very important upon the traffic question, because I  think you are 
pretty clear about this, that out of the timber traffic only 24,000 tons go to Brunswick ?— So I  am informed 
by those in the trade.

750. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgerald .—1  suppose you would not undertake, from your knowledge and 
from your informant, to contradict a gentleman generally very accurate in his statements, if  he disagreed in 
that estimate of 24,000 tons ?—No, of course not.

751. Then the value of your evidence absolutely depends upon the value of your informant’s informa­
tion ?— Yes.

752. And your informant only spoke of what the timber was that came from a line that he had not 
the slighest knowledge of, and not of what the actual consumption of timber was ?— Yes. No doubt he only 
spoke o f the proportion of the timber from Spencer street to Brunswick.

753. Brunswick may draw five times that amount from other sources ?— Yes.
754. And, no doubt, Gippsland can supply Brunswick and the whole district with any quantity, if  it 

can be delivered by the Outer Circle route ?— Yes.
755. About the Outer Circle line— you may not, as traffic manager, officially know it— you are, no 

doubt, acquainted as well as other people are with the population of the suburbs of Melbourne ? Yes. I  
have a general idea that there would be a good traffic through those suburbs.

756. And I  need not ask whether your department is capable of managing that traffic ?—No.
757. And additional work. The department is quite equal to it ?— Yes.
758. You have heard of quarries at Brunswick ; and stone would come from there?— Yes.
759. And the traffic would not be limited to passenger traffic and these things you have 

mentioned ?— No.
760. Are there other articles?— Yes ; bricks and stone.
761. Then, if  you heard the Engineer-in-Chief say that 60,000 tons of firewood were wanted by the 

Brunswick people, and this Outer Circle line would convey it from Gippsland to their doors, you would not 
contradict it ?— No. But the other evidence is good, as far as it goes, that 24,000 tons of what comes by 
the railway goes to Brunswick by cart.

762. But there is a point in that evidence that touches you more nearly. You estimate the entire 
timber from Gippsland to Melbourne at £13,000 ?— Yes ; that is a return traffic.

763. That is the traffic from Gippsland to Melbourne ?—The return goods.
764. But that is absolutely the amount ?— Timber, live stock, &c.
765. You, of course, would be surprised, I  dare say, that Mr. Higinbotham— I suppose, from infor­

mation that is in his department— estimated the traffic in wood alone from Gippsland at £15,000 a year, 
without taking the passengers, cattle, minerals, or any other description of goods ?— I  am not prepared to 
contradict it.

766. And, in point of fact, you not having furnished yourself with the necessary data for this, the 
Committee may place, I presume, just as much reliance upon the larger estimate as upon the smaller ? This 
estimate is dated the 1st of October, 1873, and is based upon the best information I  could then obtain.

767. Have you any reason to suppose that if  that estimate had been made on the 1st August, 1877, 
there would be any material increase in i t ; do you think that the circumstances have so altered as to cause 
a material alteration in the total of the traffic now on that line as compared with 1873 ? No doubt, there 
has since 1873 been a great deal of settlement in Gippsland.

768. O f course, the estimate might be expected to be much larger now than then?— There is good 
reason to suppose it would be.

769. Then the former estimate is, practically, valueless for 1877?— It would be under-estimated, and
at present therefore valueless. . . .  n non

770. The entire traffic from Gippsland to Melbourne— upon a line which is to cost £1,000,00 
sterling-—is, by the Traffic Superintendent, told us to be £13,000 a year, unless the statement is qualified.— 
Yes ; the entire return goods traffic was estimated at that amount about four years ago, before the Hue was 
commenced.

771. Now, w ith regard to this Outer Circle line to which reference has been made, I  suppose you 
are aware that Heidelberg, Whittlesea, and Lillydale are populous and increasing places ? Yes. ^

772. They would all be benefitted and all contribute traffic to this Outer Circle line, if  it were 
constructed ?—No doubt,



773. And making a line in that direction would be a great benefit and increase the value of property Mr. Mathison, 
in and around these districts ?—Yes. 22nd A u S W

774. Upon these grounds you know of course, from your experience, they would be valuable additions 
to the stock of railways in this country ?— Yes.

775. Is it not your opinion that the traffic on the line, say, between Oakleigh and Melbourne, would 
tend to make the entire line through to Gippsland pay more than the interest upon the cost of that 
extension ?— That is my opinion.

776. It would ?—I think so.
777. That the traffic which would flow into the Outer Circle line from the connecting link, say, 

between Oakleigh and Spencer , street, would pay more than the interest upon the cost of construction of 
that particular line ?— I think so.

778. And you have considered i t ; you are not giving a hazardous opinion upon that?—I was for 
m any months much opposed to the Outer Circle railway. Of course, though I  say that I  had not considered 
these different schemes, the matter has been the subject of common talk among the officials in the Railway 
department at sometime or other, and all those who have heard me speak know that I  was opposed to the 
Outer Circle and would rather see the Hobson’s Bay line purchased.

779. We are not talking about your individual opinions, we only want your estimate. In your official 
capacity you estimated the total receipts, when the line was first conceived, at £53,500 per year ?— Yes.

780. How much of that would you consider the cost of management based upon your information 
of other lines of equal length ?— Here it is set down at 48 per cent.

781. The total investment of course (we having spent already over £800,000, and £240,000 or 
something like it to connect it) would be close upon a million— at 5 per cent., £50,000 a year— nearly equal 
to the total receipts, and 48 per cent, of that goes for management, consequently we lose nearly one-half.
That is, the profit on the Gippsland line would, not come within 50 per cent, of the interest of the money 
borrowed for its construction, speaking generally ?— Yes, 50 per cent, in round numbers.

782. In your opinion, do you think that that traffic through this suburban channel and Spencer street 
would help to lessen the loss, and make the total line from Gippsland to Spencer street less unprofitable ?—
I  think so.

783. You could not o f course tell to what extent ; but/would it have a serious effect upon it ?— I f  
you look at the suburban districts and the nature of the occupations of the people, I  think it is very probable 
that there would be a large source of traffic with Gippsland.

784. And with Melbourne also ?— And with Melbourne also.
785. Then in your opinion the construction of the Outer Circle line would not only pay the interest 

upon the cost of the construction from Oakleigh to Spencer street, but it would help to reduce the total cost 
of the line from Sale to Melbourne?— Yes.

786. B y  the Hon. W. W ilson.— You have been some time connected with the management of the 
Department of Railways ?— Yes.

787. I  suppose you have worked out the result o f the different goods you carry, for instance: you 
estimate the profit that arises from carrying timber, the profit per train mile from live stock, the profit that will 
arise from carrying grain and produce from the country, and the profit that will arise from other goods ?— Yes.

‘‘ 788. What position does firewood stand in towards making up the total ?„—Firewood is the lowest
rate, a.penny per ton per mile.

789_. After deducting working expenses, wear and tear, and all other necessaries, what does it leave 
for paying interest ?— A  good deal depends upon the way it is managed. O f course under ordinary circum­
stances we neither load nor unload firewood ; we have no cost of labor. I f  we unload trucks of firewood 
the owner has to pay the cost, therefore it does not pay us such a bad profit, if  it comes a long distance, as 
some of the trucks do.Xi Some of it comes from Longwood, upon the North-Eastern line.

790. I f  there was a large traffic so as to have the return empties, it would affect the profits ; but 
take a 40 miles distance, that is about the furthest, is it not ?— No, further than that.

791. What is the longest ?— About 70 or 80 miles.
792. What line is that upon ?— The North-Eastern. O f course I  do not say the bulk of it comes 

from there, but some comes from those distances.
793. Have you any idea of what they sell it for per ton at your yard ?— I do not know.
794. About 8s. a ton they buy it after discharging from the train, and they can afford to pay 6s. 8d.

a ton for haulage alone?— It is a penny a ton per m ile; but I  should tell you they get 60 feet to the ton
and sell it at 40.

795. You think they are able, at a penny a ton per mile, to go greater distances than 40 miles as an 
average ?— It is a fact they are doing it.

796. W ill the great bulk of your timber traffic average 40 miles ?— I dare say not ; not so long as
they can get plenty at 40 miles. The largest supply of timber is from the nearest distance.

- 797. Then we may expect in this large firewood traffic from Gippsland the haulage will not average 
40 miles ; within 30 miles they have a sufficient quantity, but take an average of 40 miles. Then you have 
to recollect that you have to send empties 40 miles out to get loaded. I  believe now you have to send a 
great many empties out to the timber traffic ?— Yes, we do send empties to Wandong.

798. That seriously affects the profit upon the penny a ton a mile ?— Yes, of course it is a cost upon
the revenue. . . .

799. In your opinion, if  you had to send out empty trucks for this Gippsland timber traffic, and haul 
it at a penny a ton per mile, i f  would not be a very profitable traffic, would it ?—You cannot assume that 
we are to send empties for the timber, because it is not a fact. O f course if  empties are coming to Melbourne
they will bring the timber. .

800. How many loaded trucks w ill it take to furnish the whole population 40 miles out ot 
Melbourne, upon the Gippsland line ? So far as going to Echuca is concerned, you can find sufficient sawn
timber to load all your returns ?— Yes. ,  >T ,  P

801. You do not require to take empties for firewood to Echuca ?— No, firewood does not come from

802. And in your present traffic upon the North-Eastern, do you have to send empties up for the 
traffic in addition to the return empties ?— No, not always ; we send empties to Wandong. I cannot say 
that we invariably do it, but we do do it. We have to send empties sometimes,
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803. Notwithstanding the great traffic inland ?—Yes.
804. How far upon the North-Eastern ?— Wandong is upon the North-Eastern. I  do not think we 

send empties farther than Wandong for firewood.
805. Can you inform the Committee wlmt profit would attach to hauling timber at a penny per ton 

per  mile, taking an average of 40  mile stages, if  you had not to send empties?— I could not, without goino- 
into it and making inquiries ; but I  can say that the timber traffic is not so unprofitable, when you consider 
that  it is always in demand. In the wool season, all those timber stations are shut up, they cannot get 
t rucks,  and it shuts up their trade to a certain extent, and puts a very strong pressure upon them j but 
when the season gets slack and our trucks are not occupied, the firewood is a certain thing to fall back upon 
—'both firewood and sawn timber—and we get it for pretty good mileages.

806. In your capacity as traffic manager, have you not run out the profit attached to that ? I
have not.

807. You know the profit attached to hauling sheep from—say Echuca ?— No, we do not compute 
the profit upon each item.

808. You have not estimated whether firewood gives a profitable return or not?— I think it does__
of course it is the lowest rate. Still it is profitable, if  you consider the circumstances under which the 
traffic is done, and at any time of pressure from more profitable tonnage the firewood traffic is no hindrance.

809. What is the average rate you charge for outwards goods— mixed goods, tea, sugar, candles, 
drapery, or anything of that kind?— There are four classes at 4d., 5d., 6 d., and 7d. per ton per mile 
respectively. The average is about 4gd.

810. Per ton per mile ?— Yes.
811. What is the value for produce inwards?—A ll produce now is three half-pence per ton per mile.
812. Either way ?— Yes.
813. A t those rates it shows a net return of profit over and above working expenses of about 

4 per cent., does it ?— I have no doubt it does ; the three half-pence produce goes a very long mileage.
814. But the whole profit?— Y es, about 48 per cent.
815. According to that rate, a great deal of the profit must be made up out of the higher average of

com vying goods, and wood traffic stands you in good stead when you have nothing else to do ?—Yes.
816. But it is not of such moment that you could advise the construction of a line if  there were no 

other profitable traffic attached to it ?— Well, so long as we have not got coal in the colony, you must look 
upon it that firewood for certain purposes takes the place of coal.

817. But from the profit that arises from it, would it pay to construct a line to carry that and that
only ?— In England they carry coal at a half-penny a ton per mile, or three-eighths of a penny per ton per
mile. A t Brunswick and those places firewood is their raw material, and jmu must consider that if the
wood is cheaper when brought to the doors, it would increase the manufactures and the production.

818. But I am simply talking of the profit that will arise from the conveyance of timber at a certain 
price ; you were asked about the space that you allowed to the trade ?— Yes.

819. The trade could be conducted in a very much less space, could it not?— No, I  do not think so.
820.. Were you traffic manager before you had the lower-level siding ?— Yes, I was for a short time.
821. How did they manage then?— The traffic was not nearly so great then as it is now. With

very great difficulty we did manage. There have been at one time as many as 300 trucks blocked in the
Melbourne yard, stopping all traffic from Echuca, and creating great complaint ; this was before we got the 
lower-level sidings.

822. A t the same time, you could do with a great deal less space than you have now. You state to 
the Committee that you rent ground to them for carrying on the business ?— We have never had the full 
amount of the railway reserve.

823. That is not what I  mean. You having such a large space are now obliging the timber dealers 
by letting to them yards for carrying on their trade, instead of simply conveying timber to the station and 
asking t hem to take it away ?— Before we had these lower-level sidings the dealers had a certain space. 
The only difference now is, that there is regulation or order ; they pay rent and are better satisfied now 
than they were before, because they do double the business.

t<24. I  ask this, that though the space you have given for the use of the trade appears so large, it 
appears it would he impossible to carry on the Gippsland timber trade with the space proposed to be given 
bv the Government at the terminus they have now ?— Yes : I  say the traffic, since we got that space, has 
fully filled it.

824a . In fact, since the lower level sidings were made, there have been applications for additional 
space which the department had the means of giving ?— Yes, a few from time to time.

825. For storing up ?— For renting.
826. Are you acquainted with the ground between Spring street and Swanston street lying between 

Flinders street and the Hobson’s Bay railway ?— No, I have not looked at it.
827. Have you any idea of the size of it ?— I have travelled upon the Brighton line daily, but I have 

not given particular attention to it. I  have not seen a plan.
828. You could not inform the Committee if there is space enough there to conduct a timber trade of 

about 60,000 tons per annum ?— I suppose there would be, but I  am not prepared to say. I f  that is all 
the trade to be done, I  suppose it could be done.

829. B y  the Hon. D r. Dobson.— I was asking the Engineer-in-Chief with regard to the amount 
of space available at the suburban railway station for accommodation for traffic ; are you acquainted with 
the space that exists there at all ?—No, I  have not made particular inquiry into the space.

830. Without any particular inquiry, is not your knowledge sufficient, from travelling over the line 
daily, to say whether the space from the morgue to Spring street be sufficient to accommodate the goods
traffic likely to arise from the Gippsland line ?— My opinion is, that it is not.

831. Supposing it is not, and you had to go back to Jolimont, and there is a fall of thirty feet from
Swanston street to Jolimont, would it be practically possible to work a station with that difference of level
within that space ?— That is rather an engineering question. Anything is possible, but it could only be 
worked at great cost.

832. I f  you filled up the thirty feet ?— Yes.
833. But I am not speaking of engineering possibility, but what is commercially possible?— I should 

-ay not.



834. Do you know of any objection, any practical objection, to uniting the Hobson’s Bay line at the 
bottom of Elizabeth street with the Spencer-street railway station by a tramway along the level of Flinders 
street ?-—I had. not considered it till the Railway Bill came forward, but I do not think it would work well.

835. Are you aware that, in the docks, the East India docks and the St. Catherine docks, they 
employ railways and locomotives to a large extent ?— I could understand it, where they are inside dockyards 
and reserves.

836. But at Liverpool, where they are not inside docks, and I believe at Bristol also it is the same, 
the railways run along the streets and convey traffic from the shipping to the railways there. Do you think 
the traffic in Flinders street is greater than in the places I have mentioned ?— Flinders street is a place of 
great traffic.

837. N ot the western part of it ?— Yes.
838. Not for carts and so on ?— I go along there on business on foot pretty often and I cannot

imagine a tramway going up the centre of Flinders street with any economy of working ; but------
839. But I  only suggest this, supposing running powers were taken over the Hobson’s Bay line, so as 

to bring the traffic into the suburban railway station, would that not be more convenient to take that on by 
a level tram or railway along Flinders street than to back it to get to the level of Flinders street and then 
take it along Flinders street ?— I cannot say, I know nothing about the levels.

840. But the Engineer-in-Chief told us to-day, that in order to get the train upon the level of 
Flinders street you have to back it or shunt it, as it is called, close up to Spring street; a sort of small 
zig-zag to get it into Flinders street, and along Flinders street to Spencer street, would it not be far more 
convenient to take running powers over the Hobson’s Bay line at once, and instead of having a tramway 
from Spring street to Spencer street, take it only say from Queen street to Spencer street, which would be 
more convenient ?— No doubt, i f  a satisfactory arrangement could be made, running powers would be better 
than that.

841. Had you any experience in traffic management at home ?—No, I  never held office upon a
railway till I  was transferred in 1860 from the Roads and Bridges Department.

842. You have no idea of how much this is done at home— are you aware that there is hardly a 
railway in England that has not running powers over other railways ?— Yes, I  have the Board of Trade 
reports which contain several agreements.

843. It is almost the universal practice ?— Yes.
844. B y  the H on. J . B alfour .— I understood you that the charge for timber and firewood was a 

penny a ton a mile ?— Yes.
845. And that sometimes it comes as far as 80 miles ?—Yes.
846. And there is no labor in loading or discharging the trucks that falls upon the department ?-—

None.
847. And, consequently, the profit is greater than it would be for other goods which you have to 

load and discharge ?— Yes.
848. Mr. Higinbotham put down the haulage cost at a farthing a ton per mile— the actual haul age- 

cost ?—I have got some papers here, but it is so long since I  made them that I cannot give an opinion at 
present, but I  make it more than that. O f course, I  may be wrong. I f  a farthing a ton a mile is the cost
ofhauling a ton of goods— I compute it is more— but if you take the cost of hauling a ton of all kinds, that
is including, in the tons hauled, both the weight of goods and the weight of the waggon, perhaps a farthing 
a ton per mile would be near the mark.

849. In consequence of a question asked you before, I  wish to put this question in regard to the 
firewood traffic that might come upon the G-ippsland line. I suppose you estimate that there would be 
sufficient trucks coming back from the goods going to Gippsland to bring it back— have you made any 
estimate ?—No, I  have not.

850. But you made an estimate some "years ago of the actual amount of traffic down, and this would
take a large number of trucks to Gippsland ?— Yes, of course.

851. Supposing that the firewood only came 40 or 50 miles, still those trucks would in all probability 
becoming back from Gippsland empty?— Of course; but we cannot te ll; it is all an estimate. I f  any 
mineral traffic developed, for instance, the trucks would come back loaded.

852. A t present your estimate is chiefly timber and cattle ?—Yes.
853. No minerals are provided for at present in your estimate of the traffic from Gippsland?—No.
854. The firewood dealers pay for the room at the station ?— They do.
855. And that yields a fair interest upon the investm ent; 1 0  per cent. ?— Yes, both in the rent and 

in the savings of wages. When I  said £3000 a year, my estimate includes both.
856. It would not pay the dealers if  they had to remove the timber directly it arrives?— No, that

would not pay them. They always had this space ; before they paid rent they had the space.
857. And now that pays interest ?— Yes.
858. You mentioned some estimates you had there of the present traffic in cattle ; 2 0 ,0 0 0  head you 

say from Gippsland ?— Yes, that is an estimate.
859. Have you any other estimate beside cattle?— Yes, I have an estimate of 30,000 sheep ; that is 

an estimate of what might be the traffic upon the Gippsland line. That is based upon the knowledge of 
people actually in the trade.

860. Anything else ?— Pigs, 10,000.
861. Any other item ?— Firewood, 60,000 tons ; when I was speaking before, I  was speaking only of 

the analysis of the firewood which comes to Melbourne.
862. Your present estimate of 60,000 tons is based upon actual fact ?—No, not upon actual fa c t; 

but upon trade information.
863. Anything else ?— Sawn timber. I  have no estimate here. It would be unsafe to say that there 

would be no sawn timber traffic. I  cannot believe that there would not be from Gippsland, although it is 
reported that the trees are not sound so far as experience has gone.

864. You expect some sawn timber ?—I do.
865. Anything else ?— No ; there might be gold.
8 6 6 . Grain have you considered grain ?—No, I  have n o t; but no doubt there would be gram.

There is an item here—horses. _
867. There would be a large return from horses, I should think ?— Yes.

Mr. M nthison, 
coiitinuit], 
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Mr.Mathison, 8 6 8 . Have you got anything down from horses?— N o; nothing.
•zindAû isuszz. ^69. Wool— some comes by steamer ; that would be certain to come by railway ?— Yes, no doubt.

870. Would not there he root crops from Brandy Creek eventually— the soil is very rich—crops such 
as chicory and beetroot, and eventually potatoes?— Yes ; but at the time this estimate of revenue was made, 
Brandy Creek was not much heard of".

871. The question was asked you with reference to the accommodation at Spring street for firewood. 
I  understood your answer to be, that undoubtedly it would be more convenient for certain parts of the 
metropolis to have a firewood depot there ?— Spring street ?

872. Yes ?— Yes.
873. Does not it involve a very large additional expenditure to have two separate stations in the 

metropolis ?— O f course it would.
874. So that the convenience to a certain portion of the metropolis in that regard would have to be 

set against that great additional expense ?— Yes.
875. You have already said that it would be a very great expense to make another depot there, in 

consequence of the fall of the ground to Jolimont ?— I suppose it would be, but I  have not examined it.
876. B y  the Hon. JR . Simson.— Providing the Commissioner of Railways told you that, on a certain 

day, a new traffic would be commenced, and that the amount of it would be 1 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  tons, and besides a
100,000 head of cattle and 500,000 sheep per annum, would it not be your duty to carry out that traffic as 
quickly as possible with all the means at your disposal ?— It would.

877. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— In reference to the firewood at present, the traffic of firewood is 
about 1 2 0 ,0 0 0  tons ?— A  year, yes. -

878. Suppose 60,000 tons came by the Gippsland line, would that increase the sale of firewood ?—I 
think it would— that the price might fall and the consumption would increase at Brunswick and other places 
for manufacturing and other purposes.

879. Then, if  the price falls, you would require to reduce the freight. According to present distances, 
if  you carry it 60 miles at a Id. a mile, that is 5s. a ton ?— Yes.

880. Taking that from 8 s., that would leave only 3s. per ton ?— I said that there is more than the 
price in it. There is 60 feet and 40 fe e t ; they have got that.

881. You do not look, of course, at an increased traffic ?— I can only tell you how the traffic has 
increased since the lower-level sidings were given.

882. There are 180,000 tons altogether?— Some of that, o f course— the 24,000 tons from Spencer 
street to Brunswick— is included in the 60,000 tons. I f  it is more economical for them to get all their fire­
wood from Gippsland, I  do not expect that when the Gippsland line is opened they would get any wood 
from Spencer street.

883. Then it would reduce the traffic upon the North-Eastern line so far ?— Yes.
884. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden.— Did I  understand you to say that you had the copies of 

rules relating to the running powers in England ?— I have got the Board of Trade’s report for 1866, which 
contains several agreements for running powers ; but there are later agreements than that in subsequent 
bluebooks received from the Agent-General. But I  know, from reading, that running powers are common 
enough at home ; in fact, they are the rule. The whole railway system in England is a system of agree­
ments amongst companies originally separate. -

885. Have you any documents that you could now lay before the Committee, to show how those 
powers are exercised?— No, I  have no documents I  could lay before the Committee. I  have the Clearing­
house Regulations for 1876, which really contain the gist of these running powers agreements. The only 
agreement we have at present is with the Deniliquin and Moama Railway Company, from Echuca to 
Deniliquin. Their rolling stock comes upon our lines, and our goods trucks go upon their line as far as 
Deniliquin ; and, although there are some points not settled, it has worked very well.

8 8 6 . What are the terms upon which they run ?— The terms are so much for the use of the rolling
stock, one or the other, and each party gets their proportion of the receipts. . .

887. What proportion?— The company have their own tariff, and th e r e  is a th r o u g h  way-bill, and 
the Department gets its own rate. Suppose goods go from Melbourne to Deniliquin, we have a certain 
rate. Take a truck of sheep from Deniliquin to Melbourne ; their rate is 30s., ours is £5  5s. We get 
£ 6  15s. They get 30s., and we get £ 5  5s.

That is in proportion to the length of line run over ?— Yes.
The witness w ithdrew .
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William Elsdon, Esq., examined.
w Eisdon Esq 889. B y  the Hon. S ir  C. S laden .— You are aware that there is a Railway B ill before Parliament at
23rdAuguftI877! the present time?— Yes.

890. Have you seen that B ill ?— I  have read it over.
891. Have you seen the schedule referring to the line from Swanston street to Oakleigh ?—-Yes.
892. The starting point of that is near to the morgue, is it not ?— On the east side of Prince’s Bridge.
993. On the east side or Flinders street, between Flinders street and your lines?— Yes.
894. Does that property immediately adjoin to the morgue, and belong to the Hobson’s Bay Railway 

Company ?— It belongs to the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company.
895. Are you in the habit of occupying it ?— Yes, daily.
896. I t  is used by the Company at the present time?— Yes, daily. • • c
897. Is it an important part of the area necessary for carrying on your work ?—A ll the engines going 

to Prahran and Windsor water and coke there, and many of the carriages are cleaned there every day.
898. Is it capable of being made o f considerable more use than it is at the present time? I as e 

the question, I  think, whether the land where the present projected railwTay begins is the property o 
Hobson’s Bay Railway Company ?— Yes.



899. And it is immediately adjoining to the lines of railway now which are in your station ? Yes.
900. I  understood you to say that it is in daily use for important work— for watering and coking the 

the engines?— Yes.
901. And you have an engine shed upon it as well ?— Y e s ; and many of the carriages are cleaned 

there every day. It is also used for the storage of timber and other material.
902. Has it ever been contemplated to use it for other purposes?— Yes, for railway purposes ; that is 

for trains, and for engine purposes— for stables.
903. Are there lines laid upon it?— There is one line laid down there at the present time, and also 

one to the engine sheds, but it is in contemplation to lay more, as soon as ever we get the middle part of 
the Elizabeth street terminus finished. I  have the plans with me.

904. Perhaps you could show us what is projected?— That is the part we are carrying out at the 
present moment—[producing a p lan ].

905. Which represents the spot ?— This is the spot where the whole of the traffic goes at present.__
[The witness explained the p la n  to honorable members.]

906. Are the lines laid down as they are upon the plan?—No. There are three lines now, there will 
be four; there will be three platforms, instead of two. It is in contemplation to put four lines through the 
present terminus and also to erect stables.

907. Is that on the east side of Prince’s Bridge?— On the east side of Prince’s Bridge.
908. Are those lines at present laid down which are shown upon the map ?— A ll upon the plan.
909. Is it intended to put them down ?— It is ; I  am going to ask money from the directors to lay 

them down.
910. Is this an idea which has only lately occurred ?— January, 1877.
911. The map I  hold in my hand is dated January, 1877, showing considerable alterations in regard 

to the station ?— I may tell you, that this is only a portion of what is commenced.
912. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— I  suppose these plans will be put upon the table ?— They are 

originals, I  have no copies of them.
912a . They will be returned to you.
913. B y  the Hon. S ir  C. Sladen.— There is no objection to their being upon the table now ?— Not 

the slightest.— [ The same were la id  upon the table o f  the House.]
, 914. Then this piece of land which it is proposed to take now for the purpose of making a Direct Line 

to Oakleigh for the Government railwayJ is of considerable importance to the Hobson’s Bay railway 
station ?— It is.

915. Is it indispensable?— It is not for the present traffic, but it is for the anticipated traffic.
916. But if you wish to increase your traffic ?— We would have to make use of it.
917. You have no other means ?— I propose making use of it as the traffic increases.
918. You have no other outlet for increasing your traffic ?— N ot beyond what we are doing to our 

present terminus—the large terminus. When the present terminus becomes over-crowded we should use 
beyond Prince’s Bridge for the extra traffic.

919. And the alterations and extensions which you are preparing now were provided for, as I  
understand, so long ago as January last ?— It was in December 1876 and January 1877, but the plans were 
finished in January, 1877.

920. And the alterations you are making in the station now are with a view of having this additional 
outlet ?—Yes, it is simply the commencement of what we intend to carry out.

921. Then if  this were taken away from the company at the present time, it would be a very serious 
injury and obstruction to their extension ?—It' would oblige the company to limit themselves to two lines 
into the station, four being contemplated, for the ten millions of passengers who are carried at this present 
moment; and I do hope to see the day when double the number will be carried.

922. Is it an injury of a kind that the company can be compensated for ?— Not in money, and I 
should certainly never advise the company to part with it for money.

923. The company’s requirement is really space ?— Beyond money.
924. Space adjoining the station ?— Yes.
925. Is the traffic of the company stationary, or is it increasing ?— It is increasing in some parts. 

There is a falling off in one or two of the stations, but that will only be for a short time.
926. Do I understand you, that you could not get the increased accommodation which you have 

designed at the station within your shed, unless you have this space on the east side of Swanston street ?—  
I designed the ground for the anticipated increased traffic.

927. Are you conversant with the company’s arrangements ?—Pr.etty fair ; not in the law.
928. B y the H on. H. Cuthbert.—Not as a lawyer.— No.
929. B y the Hon. S ir C. Sladen.— In the A ct 21 Yict. No. 43, the 50th section runs thus—  

Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent the owners or occupiers of lands adjoining to the railway or
any other persons from laying down either upon their own lands or upon the lands of other persons with the 
consent of such persons any collateral branches of railway to communicate with the railway for the purpose 
of bringing carriages to or from or upon the railway, and the company shall it required at the expense of 
such owners and occupiers and other persons make openings in the rails,” and so forth. And then there 
are the following conditions and restrictions mentioned at the foot.of the section— “ but this enactment shall 
be subject to the following restrictions and conditions (that is to say) No such branch railway shall run 
parallel to the railway.” It is with reference to those last words that I am going to ask you a question. 
Now, what is your idea of a branch railway— another railway joining this line and running parallel with 
it ?̂ —It is in opposition if  run parallel with it. _ ,

930. Do you conceive the Government line now projected to Oakleigh, by the route which is taken 
now, would come under the definition “ parallel ” ?— Yes, I should say so.

931. And it is a competing line ?— Yes, it is ; and it comes into our own ground, and one of the best
portions of our ground. . . „

932. Therefore, any invasion, as it were, of your ground would be contrary to the provisions of an
Act of Parliament ?— Certainly. . __ , , ^  _  ..

933. I take it, that this A ct has been passed to protect, to some extent, the Hobson s Bay Kailway
Company ?— Yes.

934. And, on the other hand, to protect the public ?— Yes.

R a il w a y s . e
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william Eisdon, 935. Do you kuow anything or have you taken any notice at all of the ground lying along Flinders
street, between the engine shed which is on your ground and Stephen street and Spring street ?— Yes, I  

23rdAugust is77. know it. generally.
936. Could you form any idea of a line of railway coming in, as this Direct Line from Oakleigh is 

proposed to do, upon what level it would be likely, with reference to the site of the station, at what level it 
would turn the curve there abreast of about Stephen street and Spring street?— I do not not know what the 
idea of the Government engineer is, because I  have not had any plans to look at; hut, for the height it would 
require to pass our railway, there would be still, I  should think, about 15 to 20 feet below the level of 
Flinders street, as near as I can guess.

937. The level of the line could not be very much raised in any way, I  suppose, in consequence of 
having a rapid descent into the station ?— They could raise the ground to the level of Flinders street, by 
putting breast-walls up between our railway and our own land, on the land referred to.

938. Is it desirable to have a falling gradient into a station ?— We have it occasionally; we have it 
ourselves, into the Flinders-street station ; provided they are not too severe, there is no very serious 
objections.

9 3 9 . You think there is no insuperable difficulty in bringing that line nearly to the level of Flinders 
street?— I think they might get into the piece of land I refer to.

940. I put that question in order to put another question arising from it, as to the difficulty you 
would see, or otherwise, of shunting goods trains off on to the projected line of rails in Flinders street to 
connect with Spencer street ?— Yes.

941. Do you conceive there would be any difficulty in shunting goods trucks?— I do not suppose 
there would be any great difficulty in shunting goods into Flinders street. It is a difficulty that could be 
easily got over ; it can be done.

942. Yes, it can ; but it is with reference to time and labor, and the consequent expense of doing 
it ?— Of course, it would cost money.

943. I f  it were level, of course the difficulty would be very slight— it would be simply shunting ?—  
A  good deal less than pushing up the incline.

944. But if there is a steep gradient?— It is more difficult and more expensive.
945. It would increase the working expenses in great measure?— Yes.
946. Have you ever considered the feasibility of a line of rails in Spencer street, to connect either 

this projected line or even the Hobson’s Bay line with Spencer street station ?— I did design a structure in 
1862 for the company, and the company did make some progress, or, 1 may say, brought a Bill into Parlia­
ment, but thev withdrew it again ; that structure was to connect with Spencer street on arches and 
iron bridges.

947. Where did that start from ?— From our present station.
948. Which end of the station ?— The west end.
949. Where the coal depot is now ?— Where the coal gears are now.
950. That rises rapidly from there I  suppose?— Not very rapidly. I  think a gradient of 1 in 90 

from our station, and then on the level to Spencer street.
951. Did that interrupt the traffic ?—No, not in my opinion.
952. That is, the traffic would go underneath the arches ?— There was a series of arches, and also 

bridges, about half the width of the present streets in addition to the arches.
953. Would high loads upon drays, a load of hay for instance, pass under that ?— Easily.
954. You do not see then any difficulty in carrying a tramway along Flinders street ?—From where?
955. From the station we are now speaking of—that is, from near Spring street ?— From Spring 

street, there is no difficulty in doing it ; whether it is prudent or not is a different matter.
956. Have you ever had any experience of lines of railway running through the streets of a town ?—

I have seen some in America, in Baltimore, for one place.
957. Are they worked by locomotives ?— No, by horses.
958. Can you give the Committee any idea of the relative expense of working traffic by horse trac­

tion and by locomotive traction ?— No doubt it is more costly, from about three to four times as near as I
could guess, not exceeding four, I should think.

959. What was the effect of your observation in Baltimore— that was by horse traction I  understood 
you to say ?— It formed a junction between two separate lines arid stations ; but for all that I  consider it an 
inconvenience.

960. Was it upon the level ?— Yes, upon the level through one street.
961. Did it at all interfere with the traffic ?— A t the time I  was there I  cannot say that I saw much 

traffic upon the street. Certainly not anything like the amount of traffic we have in Flinders street; for 
Flinders street is one of our busiest streets for traffic.

962. What would be the effect of a line of rails laid down upon the level of Flinders street, a street 
with so much traffic as there is there ?— It is a thing I  would not advise myself. I  think that better means 
ought to be obtained.

963. Would there be so much objection, even if  merely horse traction was used ?—I think it is 
objectionable in any case, either horse traction or steam traction.

964. Would steam traction have other objections ?— Yes, it is more objectionable than the horse 
traction.

965. Have you considered the question of running powers of one line upon another one company 
upon another company’s line ?— I have, I  can speak generally about it, but the secretary I  think has taken 
the whole of the details out and it would be better for him to speak about it. I  have just as much as I can 
handle at present. _ .

966. But you would be able to tell us ?— I am speaking of the financial aspect and otherwise the 
proportions that would belong to each party. _ _ _

967. I was not going to ask you upon that, but with reference to the traffic which I imagine would 
come more particularly within your province as engineer ?— Yes.

968. It is not altogether a new question to you, that of the Victorian line taking running powers, 
as they are entitled I think to do, over the Hobson’s Bay line ?— When you make a junction you are entit e 
I  think to it; but, prior to making a junction, it is generally considered proper to ask if they assent or 
dissent, it is always done with companies I  know. We have not been asked that question yet.



969. Supposing the Government wished to get running powers over the Hobson’s Bay lines, is wiiiiamEMon,
there any difficulty in their having that power ?— There would be no difficulty in certain cases ; it would
all depend upon what the case was. 23rdAuS im.

970. There might be two questions that would arise there. The one would be as to the sufficiency 
of your permanent way and bridges to carry the traffic of the Victorian lines ; and there might be a question 
of its interference with your .present traffic, or perhaps the security at all events of your present passenger 
traffic ?— Yes. &

971. With regard to the first, that of your permanent way, bridges, and so forth, may I ask what 
is the weight of the engines you usual use on the Hobson’s Bay line ?— The engines we use on the
Hobson’s Bay line range from 1 1 tons up to 32 and 33 tons.

972. May I  ask how the different classes of engines are used ; upon what portions do the 11 -ton 
ones run generally over the line ?— The 11-ton one runs on the Sandridge Pier and occasionally between 
Sandridge and Melbourne. The 28-tons on the main line between Sandridge, Melbourne, Brighton, and 
St. Kilda ; and the large ones, Melbourne and Brighton and occasionally to Hawthorn.

973. Then the lightest engine that runs on your suburban lines is 28 tons ?— Yes.
974. And the heaviest 32 ?— And the heaviest ones 32 and 33.
975. Do you happen to know the weight of the engines on the Victorian lines ?— I think the

contract let to the Phoenix Company for the engines to be used upon the Gippsland railway average 24 to 
25 tons. I have been told so by the person that inspected them.

976. It always strikes me that the engines on the Victorian lines are much larger than those on
your lines ?— They are for the main line but not for the Gippsland line. Upon all the light lines the 
engines are kept down to a certain standard.

977. In speaking of the Phoenix Company engines, you assume that that engine is to run upon this 
line ?— I was told by Mr. Cundy, my informant, that the engines were 24 to 25 tons -on the Gippsland 
railway.

978. Are you aware what the extreme gradient is on that Gippsland line ?— I think it is as low as 
one in fifty.

979. I  suppose that the gradient is a measure of the weight of the engine ?— To a great extent, and 
that again is guided by the quantity of goods to be taken upon that line, and the quality of the traffic.

980. Then, at that rate, the engines that have been lately made by the Phoenix Company would run 
over your lines, of course, without any damage, as they are not so heavy as your own?— Certainly ; I may 
also inform you that the rails used by the company upon the line from Sandridge to close upon Brighton 
Beach are composed of seventy-five pounds iron and steel, or fifteen pounds more than any rail that is 
supposed to be used upon the Gippsland railway.

981. Upon what section of the line is that?— From Sandridge to within a very short distance of 
Brighton Beach, and also upon the Hawthorn line and St. Kilda.

982. Is that a uniform weight of rail?— It is ;  w7e have some eighty pounds— seventy-five pounds is 
the rule.

983. Steel rails?— Many of them will carry at least 15 per cent, more than the iron ones.
984. The weight of the traffic, independently of the engine, is not generally o f a very heavy 

character upon your line beyond Swanston street ?— The engine is the heaviest vehicle carried upon the 
line. Anything carried in a truck is not to be compared to the weight of the engine upon the wheel.

- 985. Then, given an engine of considerable weight, it does not matter much what follows it ?—No.
986. Therefore, any heavy goods traffic that might be hauled by a powerful engine would not affect 

it ?— Would not affect it, for the simple reason that the weight is distributed, more so than what the engine is.
987. Then, as regards your permanent way, your opinion is, that your line is quite as capable of 

carrying the Gippsland traffic as any line in the country ?— Easily. I  may say, that the same applies to the
bridges.

988. The same applies to the bridges ?— The whole of the bridges that have been put up of late 
years are calculated for thirty-six-ton engines, with a safe margin of four times— at least four times.

989. The weight of the engine?— It is four times the strength of any weight that may come 
on to it.

990. You have only one bridge of any importance I  think ?— We have two or three.
991. There is one at Hawthorn ?— There is one at Hawthorn, and one at Cremorne, and a wooden 

bridge over the Yarra here, and one over the Brighton road.
992. And they are all of that character that they would support four times any weight you could 

ever bring upon them ?— I am speaking of those put up of late years, and those at Hawthorn and Cremorne 
—three or four bridges were put up at Balaclava three or four years ago. Reference has been made to them 
occasionally in the papers, and also by some of the engineers: they formed their opinion simply by sight, 
without any attempt at calculation whatever ; the rule equally applies that they are four times the strength 
of any weight likely to come on them up to the thirty-six-ton engine.

993. When one company wishes to exercise running powers over the lines of another company, is it 
at all usual for the engineer o f the company exercising the running powers to inspect or take any steps to 
satisfy his company that the traffic can be carried safely over the line?— The usual thing is, for the company 
that is to be attached to the older company to inform the engineer of the old company, and get his consent; 
that is to say, he is supposed to be capable of forming an opinion as to whether it is capable oi not. ^

994. Of course we know doctors differ and engineers differ; but supposing that the Commissioner of 
Railways, representing the Victorian Railways, wished to have running powers ovcjr the Hobson’s Bay 
railway, it would not be out of the way to get the engineer of the two lines to agiee ?-r^o. _ .

995. In fact, there would be no objection to satisfy him in that way to satisfy the party exeicising
the running powers ?— Certainly not. . r  T

996. Supposing running powers were necessary to be exercised for a line the Gippsland. line— JL 
suppose you could form some idea of what the extent of the traffic would be likely to be upon that line 
Yes, I can. I  was in Gippsland in 1871 for a company that felt inclined to make a line down to Gippsland,
and I  made some estimates of the traffic at that time. . . • . „

997. That would enable you to form an opinion as to the ability of your company to give plenty of
convenience and accommodation for running over that line? kes.
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998. You do not consider your line is too crowded with traffic at all at present ?—I hope it will be 
more so in the next five years.

999. You hope to extend it ?— Yes, I  do.
1000. How many trains run over your line now ?— Over three hundred in a day, in and out.
1 0 0 1 . What do you conceive your capacity is ?— I am going to ask the board’s permission to increase 

our present arrangements by fifteen or twenty per cent.
1 0 0 2 . That is to say, you would run nearly four hundred trains a day ?— From three hundred and 

fifty to three hundred and sixty.
1003. There would not be anything like such an accession as that from the Gippsland traffic ?—No; 

I should think that the number of trains required for the Gippsland traffic would never exceed two or three 
each way, unless they wished to do a suburban traffic.

1004. Would that traffic in any way interfere with the suburban traffic ?— With our suburban traffic ?
1005. Y es?— No, not if  they run upon our line ; but do I understand in the shape of drawing traffic 

away from us ?
1006. No ; alluding more particularly to the security of the line than apything else ?— I understand ; 

my answer then is, No.
1007. What system of check for security of the people travelling upon your lines is used upon the 

Hobson’s Bay line ?— For safety?
1008. Yes?— The semaphore signals and the usual telegraphing. On busy days, as a rule, we have 

the telegraph at full work at certain passing places; they telegraph the arrival and departure of each train ; 
and, for safety, the orders are that no train is to pass till another has arrived.

1009. Is that what is called the block system ?— No. The block system is simply a system of stages, 
whereby one station-master or man in possession asks the person ahead if  the line is clear, and the question 
he asks cannot be altered except by permission of the first one, that is, of the man who asks the question. 
The station-master at the station ahead says, Yes or No, and that cannot be altered except by permission of 
the receiver, and it is staged on from end to end—quite different from what we do here.

1010. Is that the same system that is in use upon the Victorian railways ?— I saw something in the 
papers about a week ago, that they were likely to use it.

1011. How long have you had that system in use?— We have not the block system in use ; the 
system that we have we have had in use several years, and it is very successful.

1012. Is the block system better than that ?—It is very good, I think, for short stages.
1013. That would apply to yours?—But I  do not feel the necessity of it yet.
1014. O f course, that would be a point of considerable consequence, where you have frequent trains 

running over, to satisfy the party wishing to exercise running powers ?— Yes.
1015. Would it be necessary to assimilate the system of signalling of both lines, or would the party 

exercising running powers conform to the other ?—In taking running powers over our lines they would 
have to subject themselves to our signals.

1016. In fact, they would have to be subject to ail your rules upon the lines?— Yes.
1017. Within the limits of the running ?— Within the limits of the running and junctions.
1018. A t all events you consider that your system of signalling is quite sufficient ?—I find it so. ^
1019. You have had no accidents on your line, I  believe ?— We have had one or two little slips, 

I believe.
1020. But no serious collisions, or anything of that kind, I believe ?— No ; once or twice, I believe, 

there was a small accident, but I  was away at the time.
1 0 2 1 . May I ask how many years you have had experience of the Hobson’s Bay line ?—Close upon 

twenty-four years.
1022. And during that time you only recollect two accidents of any consequence ?— I know little 

about them, for, as far as my memory teaches me, it was during my absence in England, so I can say very 
little about them.

1023. Now, with regard to your station at Flinders street. Suppose there were running powers, to 
the Victorian railways over your lines, and this traffic comes in from Gippsland passenger and goods 
traffic— is the accommodation at your station sufficient to carry that traffic through without inconvenience 
to the Hobson’s Bay or to the other ?— It certainly could be made so.

1024. Under the extension you are now proposing, could it be carried out ?— That and the extensions 
that I  referred to, to the east side of Prince’s Bridge, as also the arrangements on the west side of the station.

1025. You' see no difficulty in regard to th a t; you have space enough in the station to afford all the 
accommodation that is necessary ?— For passengers— certainly.

1026. Then what about the goods traffic ?—If they wished to stop the goods traffic at or about our 
station, there is plenty of land close on to the company’s goods sheds on the east side of Prince s Bridge.

1027. What would become of it then ?— Deposit it there, and take it away by cart in the usual 
manner, or send it through to Spencer street, if  communication is made.  ̂ _

1028. But I understand that a great deal of the traffic from Gippsland would consist of live stoc 
and firewood ?— Perhaps in that case, it might be better to send it through to Spencer street.

1029. In that case, do you see your wray to sending it through ?— Yes. _
1030. Would you still have to shunt the goods trucks on coming in, before leaving the station . - 

would not shunt them at all, I would simply send them right on, through to Spencer street.
1031. And that would not interfere with the ordinary arrangements of the station? No.
1032. Under those circumstances, where would you suggest that the connection of the line o 

Spencer street should take place ?— A t the coal gears, or thereabouts, at that end of the station.
1033. Do you see any objection to that ?— No, none whatever. I  may say that the plans were go 

up in 1862 for a viaduct for the passenger accommodation for the Victorian traffic at the time I re er to. ^
1034. As engineer of the line, are you sensible of any objection to running powers being exe.cisd 

—None, provided they were taken at points suitable to the company.
1035. Of course it is an arrangement with a certain amount of reciprocity. _ You must meet on 

another’s views ?— My meaning is this : I  think it would be highly objectionable to join on to a iai way in 
the station yard where little or no source of profit would be derived by the company, and where t ey wou 
suffer great inconvenience.



1036. But that would not be the case in discharging the railway trucks towards Spencer street ?— william EMon, 
No ; but the Government propose I  think by their new plans to make what they call back points on to the 
company’s line at rather a particular point, where our signals are, and the traffic there I believe will be trucks 23ra August 1877.

- of cabbages for the captains of vessels, to be taken down to Sandridge, the bulk of the goods to go via  
Flinders street.

1037. That is all a matter of arrangement ?— It is an arrangement that I should certainly not 
advise the directors to take advantage of.

1038. Have you formed any idea, supposing running powers were to be taken over it, what would 
be the most convenient place for effecting a junction ?— I do not think there would be any objection on 
behalf of the Hobson’s Bay Company to a junction at South Yarra, Hawthorn, or thereabouts anywhere ; 
but I think that, to effect a junction for the very small amount of traffic, and such traffic as they have spoken 
about, to take it immediately on to our yard, would be highly injurious to our company.

1039. It would seem so to any one, but any where to the south of the river it would be sufficiently 
distant ?—To the south of the river it would be distant from the company’s station.

1040. Have you had experience upon railways in the United Kingdom at home ?— No ; I came out - 
to the colony when I was young. I  used to travel a good deal about for Stephenson’s, but not to have actual 
possession of any railways. I might inform you that, in 1869 and 1870, I  was travelling on behalf of the 
Victorian Government. I was able at the time to travel through the whole of Europe and America, to 
obtain information and knowledge as to the construction of lines, and also their management, on which I  
wrote a large report for the Government. It gave me a great insight no doubt into many of the latest 
methods railways are carried on in several parts o f the globe.

1041. How long ago was that ?— In 1871 I  think I sent in the report.
1042. Have you ever been concerned for the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company, or any of the 

suburban companies, in submitting Bills to Parliament ?— Yes, for the Bighton Railway Company and the 
Hobson’s Bay Railway Company.

1043. What evidence did you submit to the Committee at that time with regard to the estimated 
cost of the line ?— The usual evidence in such cases ; we have to get up our estimates from the description 
of road we propose carrying out.

1044. Have you made close calculations then ?— Yes.
1045. And taken sections and all that kind of thing ?—Yes, sections.
1046. And your work, you may say, is all in hand ?—It. was so defined that we could make calcula­

tions for it.
1047. That is to say, before the Select Committee would allow the Bill to go through, they were 

satisfied that the whole history of the case was before them, with regard to the line upon which it should 
go and with regard to the expenditure ?— That is usual in all companies applying for Bills.

1048. A  mere flying survey would not be sufficient to satisfy a Select Committee on a private B ill ?—
We are obliged to submit plans and sections and cross sections, and make the usual deposits to the several 
municipalities, and also the several deposits to the various landholders through whose land we pass, and to 
both Houses of Parliament, and to the Government too.

1049. I  think I  understood you to say, that all the details o f the remuneration for running powers 
Mr. Finlayson would give ?— Yes, the secretary, he will give all that.

1050. Then I  will not ask you any questions upon them in that case, unless there is anything that I
have not asked you. Can you suggest anything that is in your mind with reference to the running 
powers ?— There is a system properly recognised amongst all the railway companies at home who have to 
make use of each other’s lines, and there is a clearing-house, and further than that, it has been used here as 
between the Brighton and St. Kilda Railway companies and the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company.

1051. The St. Kilda company had running power over the Hobson’s Bay, had it ?— Yes.
1052. How was that arranged ?— By certain rules set forth which have been in practice for very 

many years.
1053. And no difficulty occurred there ?— No, not any.
1054. And when a difficulty occurred, how was it disposed of?— There is a clause in all the arrange­

ments, that when any difficulty occurs it is settled by arbitration. The secretary, I  think, will give you all 
the information regarding that.

1055. B y the H on . W. W ilson.— I think that the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen asked you if  it 
would seriously interfere with the working of the Hobson’s Bay railway, their taking possession of that 
ground east of Prince’s Bridge?— Not at the present. Understand me, it would inconvenience us, but not 
to what it would do in five or six years’ time or less, that is, if  my ideas are right. We do anticipate a great 
increase of traffic, and in fact we are endeavoring to increase it.

1056. You are pretty well acquainted with the land that lies between Swanston street and Russell
street?— Yes.

1057. Along Flinders street what distance do you claim as belonging to the company ? I  think it is 
about 1 0 0 0  feet— I speak from memory.

1058. A  thousand feet from Swanston street along the line of Flinders street ? I  think about
that.

1059. Have you any notion of the traffic that will be upon the Gippsland line, suppose they only 
use that line for that traffic?— Well, the estimate that I made in 1871 for the company I  refer to was 
£43,900 and odd, say £ 4 4 ,0 0 0 , that was of all kinds, with the exception of timber—I omitted putting
that in. .

1060. Do vou think that there would be sufficient space between where your ground terminates and 
. Flinders street, not to where they could take in along Flinders street, for conducting such a traffic . Are

you speaking now upon our ground— do you mean upon our ground ?
1061. No ; leaving your ground out of the question altogether, say they formed a station outside of

your ground ?— On the site of the circus ? .
1062. And beyond, say taking in the gymnasium and down to the boundary of the cricket ground .—

^ 1063. Do you think that that would be large enough ?— I think it would be large enough ; I  would 
not be positive.
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1064. Does your ground on the south side of the portion reserved along Flinders street, the ground 
east of Prince’s Bridge and south of your own line— do you go to the river ?— No.

1065. Would there be sufficient space there to conduct a large traffic, suppose they were to conduct 
a large firewood and timber traffic, if  they were to branch off where they cross your line to take possession 
of that for a timber business ?— There is space there. I should think it is almost indefinite, if  you cross the 
the Jolimont road. I  should think about twenty acres on the west of the Jolimont road belonging to the 
corporation that is all planted with trees.

1066. Then is it from an engineering point of view that you offer objections to this line of route, or 
from the proposal to interfere with the reserve of the Hobson’s Bay Company ?— From both.

1067. But "why from an engineering point of view ?— Because one of our main signals is placed 
just at about w'here it is likely they would make their yard or a junction, and certainly it would not only be 
inconvenient but positively dangerous, and unless there is plenty of light to any portion of the line that they 
are likely to cross beside Jolimont, it would certainly be very inconvenient as far as the Hobson’s Bay 
Company are concerned.

1068. Could not that signal he elevated in some way ?— It would be rather lowered than eleVated, 
which means raising them (the Government) higher.

1069. You mentioned that you thought they could cross the line at about fifteen feet ?— No.
1070. I  thought that was an answer to some question about crossing ?—I never mentioned it, but I  

may tell you that the rule allowed by the standing order is fifteen feet clear headway for any trains passing 
beneath.

1071. What is the height of your bridge that crosses at Swanston street ?— Twelve feet six unfor­
tunately.

1072. Are you able to get any higher bridge level than that ?—N ot there.
1073. What is your next highest level ?— Not less than fourteen feet.
1074. I f  they were to improve the approaches to Swanston street on the southern side, would you 

ask them to make your bridge the same height as the other ?— I should ask them, decidedly.
1075. Then fourteen feet would be necessary to make them on the level with the height that you 

would like the Swanston street one raised to. Then I suppose the Committee may infer from your 
information, that you consider that the best way of connecting Oakleigh with Melbourne would be by 
taking running powers over your line ?—I think it would be better for the Government, and perhaps 
better for the company too, but really the benefit to the company would not be worth speaking of from the 
risk to be run.

1076. You do not think it would be advantageous from a money point of view, but simply from a 
point of view of the public?— No. £1050 on a traffic of £53,511 is our gain only, and we have a great 
risk for that, and certainly a great saving to the Government.

1077. Supposing that the Government were prepared to take running powers over the Hobson’s Bay 
railway, where would you recommend as the most convenient spots for the junction ?— I  cannot say that I 
have given the thing a great deal of consideration, for the simple reason that there are two or three places 
they might join a t ; there is Ross’s line, South Yarra, or Hawthorn.

1078. You have not given sufficient consideration to recommend ?— I would not go so far as to 
recommend, because I think that fairly devolves upon officers of the Government.

1079. But in coming to give evidence to the Committee, it is more, I apprehend, to point out to them 
the destruction of property, to use the phrase, or the injury that they would inflict upon the Hobson’s Bay 
Company by taking away the piece of land fringing Flinders street, and by the difficulty of signalling?—I 
am certainly here to protect the Hobson’s Bay Company, but still with an idea to assist any proposition made 
to take running powers over any portion of the line.

1080. Have you considered any question of connecting Oakleigh with Spencer street other than by 
taking running powers for this Direct Line— have you thought of any of the other routes proposed ?—I have 
looked over several of the routes proposed by the Government; some of them are feasible, but perhaps 
roundabout.

1081. Are you acquainted with the line called the “ Outer Circle” ?— Yes, generally. I may say, I  
do not know all the details.

1082. You are conversant with the route they propose to take ?— It can be carried out.
1083. Do you think it a feasible one ?— It can be carried out.
1084. But, do you think it an advisable one ?— A  great deal depends u p o n  w h a t  t h e  views of the 

Government are in regard to the lines up the country.
1085. But we are not going to consider the Government’s views, i f  you please ; we want to get the 

best evidence, so that we may know exactly what really would be the most profitable and economical and 
suitable to the requirements of the district. You know the Outer Circle line of railway. Some engineers, 
for instance, the Engineer-in-Chief, express themselves very much in favor of that route, and the Engineer- 
in-Chief is no mean authority ?— No.

1086. Would you consider it an advisable route to adopt?— No, I  could not say I would advise it.
1087. You would think that taking running powers over the Hobson’s Bay would be better ?—Yes, 

I  think better than the Outer Circle.
1088. I think you mentioned there were surveys taken and plans in existence to connect the Hobson’s 

Bay line with Spencer street ?— Yes.
1089. I  think the levelling of Batman’s H ill was made with the view and with the object of 

ultimately connecting the two ?— Do you refer to the plans that I  got up myself ? _ ?
1090. No, those in the office ?— The plans I made in 1862 were prior to the levelling of Batmans 

Hill. There were plans made by the Government something similar to mine about two years ago ; are those 
"what you refer to ?

1091. No, they were about 1869 or 1870 ?— I forget.
1092. Then, I  suppose, you consider from an engineering point of view, considering the enormous 

timber traffic that is expected from Gippsland, that they would require to connect Hobsons Bay wit 
Spencer street, and take running powers ?— If Mr. Iliginbotham’s ideas are right", that only twenty thousan 
out of the hundred and twelve thousand tons go south of the Yarra, I  think his argument holds good that 
that must go to Spencer street.



1093. And you would not advise that to be done by horse-traction ?— I think it would be very wmiamEMon 
inconvenient; it may look little or nothing upon the plan, but in time it would be found very inconvenient ; ^
if it weie in some of the stieets of the town X would not object so much to it, but Flinders street is a 23rd August 1877. 
business street ; but that would not apply to the lower part of Flinders street so much as for instance our 
station towards Batman’s Hill, but from Queen street up to west of Svvanston street is certainly a very busy 
part of the town. j j j

1094. When you made the connection between the two points, did you go into the cost that would be 
necessary for the viaduct ?— Yes.

1095. How much ?— £80,000.
1096. Eighty thousand pounds would connect ?— Yes.
1097. From Hobson’s Bay coal yards to Spencer street station ?— Yes, that amount I may say since 

Batman’s Hill has been lowered down could be reduced, I should think, by about £20,000. '
1098. Do you consider that there is ample space in the possession of the present XIobson’s Bay 

Company between Queen street and Swanston street to form a grand central passenger station ?— I have 
always held the opinion that there is.

1099. And the passenger traffic of the whole colony could be conducted there ?— With proper 
management ; with proper arrangements ; but only a passenger station, not a goods traffic in that space.

1 1 0 0 . And that would be the best site for a grand central passenger station ?— Although connected 
with the Hobson’s Bay Company, I say, Yes.

1 1 0 1 . Ih en  the policy of the colony would be, to purchase that line, not to take running powers ?—
I should say so.

1102. Then if  the directors were to fix a price, and recommend it to the House at a fair market 
price, you would recommend us to accept it ?— I  would not undertake to recommend anything of the kind.
I am supposed to be an officer of the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company to advise them rather than the 
country ; but, if  I  were in a position to give advice on behalf of the Government, I  would.

1103. I  see ; that is a figure, in fact, a fair market value. I f  the line could be purchased at that, it 
would be desirable for the Government to secure it ?— Yes.

1104. And with that in view and there being ample room, in your opinion plenty of space, to form a 
grand central passenger station upon the site of the present Hobson’s Bay Company at Elizabeth street ?
—Yes.

1105. I  suppose it would be out of place to ask the engineer what you consider would be the price ?
—I do not think I  should give it to you.

1106. Still, at the same time, i f  it could be fixed upon, you think it would be most advisable that the 
whole of the lines should be connected and be under one management ?— I think so.

1107. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— I think you said that you had some twenty-four years’ experience 
in connection with railways ?— Yes.

1108. Has your experience been confined to the Hobson’s Bay Company ?— And St. Hilda and 
Brighton. In fact, the present lines are an amalgamation of the three ; they are all separate lines.

1109. Which was the first ?— The Hobson’s Bay.
1110. Then ?— St. Kilda, which formed a branch o f our own, and then the Brighton and Suburban 

railway ; three companies.
1111. What was the fate of the Suburban Company ?— I may say that they amalgamated with the 

Hobson’s Bay Company.
1112. They had a separate terminus ?— They had.
1113. And the Hobson’s Bay purchased that with the other property of the company ?—They did 

not purchase it in reality ; it was a sort of amalgamation of the two companies.
1114. It was ceded to the Hobson’s Bay Company— fused ?— Put it under what name you think best,

but it was amalgamation.
1115. It was about thirteen years ago, if* I  remember right ?— In 1865.
1116. And that station has lain idle up to the present time, up to yesterday or the day before ?—It is 

not idle at all.
1117. Till yesterday or the day before ?—Ho, it has been in use since about 1867.
1118. I  mean as to passenger traffic ?— As a passenger station it ceased about tbat time.
1119. And has not been used as a station since in the sense of a passenger station ?— Not for the 

dispatch of passengers.
1120. It has been, used for the coking of engines and watering ?— It has been used for the coking of 

engines and watering.
1121. And one of the messengers has slept there ?— There is one station-master, a foreman of the

goods ; there are three, at any rate.
1122. So that during all that period of thirteen years you did not require it ?—It is possible.
1123. And a fact ?— Fact.
1124. How is it that, in consequence of this Direct Line proposed by the Government, the directors 

have seen the necessity of utilising this station ?— The directors, I  may say, have had nothing to do with it.
The plans that you have upon the table there are a system, perhaps to be carried out as soon as ever our 
traffic increases to the desired quantity that we expect. The first portion we are carrying out now, and 
have been about five or six weeks : long prior, I  may say in reality, to the introduction of the present line.

1825. Five or six weeks ?— Yes.
1126. Has it been since the 1 1 th of May?—I think the directors gave permission for the carrying out 

of the work in February or March, I would not be certain ; but this I  would say, long prior to the intro­
duction of the Bill.

1127. But, as a matter of fact, the works were not commenced until after the 11th of May? I do 
not know— I would not be certain ; possibly they were not commenced. I  may tell you in view of any 
Bill of the Government, or any particular scheme, or any railway intended to be made I may tell you that 
it arose in this way. Finding that there was no purchase of the company’s lines by the late Government 
we have been keeping things back and delaying some things for years, I may say, much against my will 
and they were obliged to put things in. order, ahd put themselves in a position to command traffic rather
more than they" have been doing. _ .

1128. And, for that purpose, they were obliged to increase their station accommodation?— Yes.



William Eisdon, 1129. In fact, their traffic had increased so much that they had to increase their station accommtida-
ctfjafw, tion ?— I told the directors distinctly, that no increase of trains could take place till certain improvements had

23rd August is??, taken place they had held back four or five years, very much against my will.
1130. Might I  ask you, in the commencement of the Hobson’s Bay line, how many trains, do you 

remember, used to leave each day— it is a long time to carry you back ?— In 1854, many of them did not 
arrive at the end at all.

1131. Perhaps five or six a day were sufficient?— Yes.
1132. A t that time, you never supposed that the traffic would have increased so much ?—I did not 

anticipate that the traffic would have grown on so quickly as it has done. I may tell you, that I  have been 
of opinion, since 1871, that the traffic would increase to the present dimensions.

1133. Now suppose that, in 1854, there had been a line that you wanted to take running powers over, 
and suppose you had said to the directors— “ We want running powers over your line to the extent of ten 
trains a day,” is it not very likely that, at that time, having regard to the then amount of traffic, yon would 
have been quite content to the extent of ten trains a day?— I do not understand the question.

1134. I am bringing -you back a long period— to the starting of the line ; and now we are at the 
starting of the Gippsland line. Now, having regard to the traffic that existed in 1854 upon the Hobson’s 
Bay line, and suppose that another line had been then in existence, and wanted to take running powers over 
a portion of it, and you arranged with the engineer of that line, he would say to you, probably, “ How 
many trains do you require to run per day over the lin e” ; you would say— “ We only start ten, we only 
require ten.” I  ask you, is it likely that the number of trains you would require running powers for would 
be regulated by the number of trains starting per diem ?— The number of trains can be increased by his 
enlarging the convenience given about the station..

1135. But what would it be probable that you would have then asked for in the way of running 
powers ?— Certainly I  would have looked ahead to about double the number of trains— about twenty trains 
a day.

1136. Now, as I understand, that there are no less than three hundred trains leaving your terminus 
every day ?— No.

1137. Leaving and coming in?—Yes, about that.
1138. Three hundred, within how many hours out of the twenty-four ?— Eighteen hours.
1139. So that almost every three minutes a train is leaving ?— Oh, no ; eighteen times sixty is a 

thousand and eighty, and three hundred into a thousand and eighty— I think it is three.
1140. I make it out about a train every four minutes. What do you make it?— I can tell you that 

there are certain portions of the day— in the morning and evening— when we do run our trains within three 
minutes of each other. It is over thirty minutes between the trains on the average.

1141. Over thirty minutes ? I f  you divide three hundred into one thousand and eighty— sixty minutes— 
times eighteen— Oh, I  see ! Three hundred into that— now it is right— it is about three minutes and a 
h alf?— If you speak of the whole of the lines, it is possible that that may be the fact ; but------

1142. But I thought I was right upon this, that taking you up and down three hundred trains in the- 
day, in eighteen working hours the result must be that within every four minutes there is a train leaving or 
arriving ?— I f  you divide it that way, undoubtedly. I  thought that you were referring, as it were, to the 
number of trains following each other on a particular line ; many times in the day three or four trains may 
arrive at the same moment.

1143. Now supposing a heavy passenger and goods train came in at the same time, have you accom­
modation for that ?— Yes.

1144. How will the passengers be disposed of, and how are goods to be disposed of within the 
three minutes and a half?— Because the nearness of time that we run between Swan street and Melbourne 
never goes less than three minutes, and that only applies to a few trains in the morning and a few in the 
evening. The trains betwnen Sandridge and Melbourne are every half-hour ; the majority of the times 
between trains between Swan street and Melbourne, by our extended traffic which we anticipate should 
certainly be a lapse of about ten minutes— there is lots of time, two and three trains in there— because I may 
tell you that, on some lines at home, one train is dispatched immediately after another'; that is, an express- 
train may leave and pass several stations upon the road and a slow train follows.

1145. I  am not very clear about that answer o f yours, so I  would like you just to illustrate it for me 
a little better. Take a busy period in the morning, what time does one of your trains start— take any time 
at the busy time, say nine o’clock ?— The most busy time is between eight o’clock and ten.

1146. Very well, take a train then at nine o’clock, have you one leaving at nine ?— We have.
1147. How many have you leaving at nine?— Four minutes past nine the Hawthorn train leaves, and 

there is a 9.11 train ; there is one to St. Kilda at nine o’clock, but that would not interfere with any traffic 
going towards Gippsland ; I want to deal with trains between Swan street and Melbourne, the p o r t i o n  of the 
line where the Gippsland traffic would come in.

1148. There is one at nine and one at four minutes past nine ?— No, not at nine, one at four minutes 
past nine and one at 9.11.

1149. What next ?— I want to have this properly put before you ; for if I  understand the Committee 
rightly, there is a great difficulty in getting rid— shunting off, according to Mr. Higinbotham.

1150. He says a train would have to be shunted off twenty-six chains and then shunted back ?— 
That is, upon the new line.

1151. Would not that apply to this ?— No.. I  may say that I  have no hesitation at any time to alter 
trains one or two minutes of each other.

1152. Only two accidents occurred on that line, and that was while you were away ?— That was not 
through any bad management of the company at all, but it was caused by one of the drivers taking the bit 
in his mouth.

1153. But no accidents occurred during the time you were here ?— I do not wish to infer from that 
that the work was not properly done in my absence.

1154. But it shows that you have been very careful in the discharge of your duty, and also very 
fortunate. Now let us go to the trains. We have a train leaving at 9.4 ?— The Chapel street trains leave 
every fifteen minutes, and the Hawthorn trains every twenty minutes, and there are two or three trains in 
the morning with three minutes between, and in the other parts of the day there is as much 'as ten minutes 
between the departures.



1155. That is the busy time ?—That is the busy time, wwia,m Eisdon
1156. And you have the trains coming in and going out in pretty rapid succession ?— Yes. continued,
1157. A t that very busy period I want to insist upon the right to obtain running powers from you, 23rd August 1877.

and running as many trains as I  like from Gippsland ?— How many do you want ?
1158. Ten.
1158a. The Hon. D r. Dobson .— All at one time ?
1159. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Within an hour ?— You can have it and more by taking another 

portion of the yard.
1160. With your present appliances, you could not give it?— By going through the present goods 

tunnel I  could.
1161. With your present appliances could you give it ?— That is doing more than we do ourselves.

We could not do it with ten trains in addition to our anticipated traffic.
1162. I  put it ten per hour?— N o ; but put it, that the anticipated Gippsland traffic is two trains a 

day each way.
1163. I t  would be impossible to give that accommodation ?— Ten trains an hour certainly we could 

not, with the present platforms.
1164. Could you give me four ?— Yes.
1165. Within the hour ?— Within the hour.
1166. And without any inconvenience ?— Without any inconvenience.
1167. With your present appliances ?— With our extended appliances.
1168. No, I  w ill take your present appliances ?— You cannot, because I  am extending our present 

appliances for our present traffic.
1169. W ith your present appliances, and I  wanting running powers for four trains an hour, could 

you give it to me ?—̂ -Certainly not, for the simple reason, as I  gave evidence before, that I  advised our 
directors not to attempt to put any more trains on to our present number till our extended appliances are 
completed.

1170. Then you propose to increase the number of trains from 300 to 360?— There, or thereabouts.
1171. Do not you think it very likely that there would be a very large passenger traffic from Oakleigh 

to Melbourne ?— I  am glad the Government anticipate it, as it shows clearly to me that it is meant to be an 
opposition.

1172. It shows me clearly that you are in opposition to the views of the Government, your 
answering in that way?— It means to me, that they are going to oppose our line by a parallel line to our 
own, if  they anticipate the number of trains you refer to.

1173. That is your answer ?— That is my answer.
1174. Now I  ask you, is it likely that there w ill be a settlement of population as soon as Oakleigh is

connected with Melbourne ?— I  think the population of Oakleigh, and also the intermediate space about 
Malvern, will increase.

1175. At the present time, what is the furthest point your railway extends in the direction of 
Oakleigh?— The nearest point is Elsternwick or Hawthorn.

1176. Then, not having laid your line any further, i f  the Government with this line proceed to 
Oakleigh, you would consider that i f  they carry the passenger traffic from Oakleigh to Melbourne, it
would be competing with your line?— I  may tell you that we get a portion of the traffic from Malvern
district, and also from Toorak, and up High street, at the present time.

1177. You may; but I  put the question to you, your line not having gone further than Elsternwick, 
stopping there I  may say, and the Government line going on to Oakleigh, do you give it as your evidence 
here to the Committee, that you would regard the Government line carrying passengers from Oakleigh to 
Melbourne, not interfering with any of your passenger stations, would be a competition with your present 
line ?—I am not aware that they do not interfere.

1178. I  put the question, showing that they do not call at any of your stations?— If you will be 
kind enough to point out the position of their stations, I  would be the better able to judge whether they 
were likely to interfere or not.

1179. I  put it, that where you have a station, no station will be erected by the Government; then,
I  ask you, would you consider it to be a competing, line, carrying passengers from Oakleigh to Melbourne ?
It is a difficult question for me to answer, it is so open. I  may say, that the company for a time till the 
last few weeks, did subsidise a car along High street between Oakleigh and Malvern, and no doubt the 
Government would take a portion of the traffic that we now get by car.

1180. Your attention was called, I  think, by the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen, to your A ct of 
Incorporation ? The Melbourne and Suburban Railway A ct commencing “ Power to parties to make private 
branch railways communicating "with the railway,” and then it goes on to say, “ No such branch railway shall 
run parallel to the railway.” You were asked if  you considered the Government line, as far as you have 
the opportunity of judging of its route, was a branch railway running parallel to your line, in opposition to 
the provisions of this section?— I say, that if  they started from our yard at Prince’s Bridge, and continued 
up by South Yarra to Malvern and Oakleigh, that certainly does appear st parallel line. ^

1181. Did it occur to you— I  suppose your attention has been called to that particular?— Not until 
Sir Charles Sladen asked me about it just now ; I  remember the clause very well.

1182. Did it occur to your mind that it applied to private individuals and not to the Government.—
Possibly it may ; I merely took the clause as it stands.

1183. And that it was not intended to interfere with the Government of the colony. —1 do not 
know; that is a point I  think it would be better for the solicitors to answer than for me.

1184. I  think with you, it is for the solicitors ?— I remember the clause.
1185. Then you have seen that there has been a difference of opinion as to how Oakleigh should be

connected with Melbourne?— Yes, there has been. _ . . . .  0 „
1186. Many parties entertaining different schemes, and being in favor with different schemes. — le s .
1187. A s a practical engineer, if  I  understand your evidence rightly, you say that you do not 

approve of the Outer Circle line as a means of bringing the traffic from Oakleigh to Melbourne ?— I would 
not so  that far • I  say that I  do not know whether I  could advise it or not. I  do not mean to infer from 
that, that I  say it was a fo o lish  thing, I  would not go that far; I  know the district, but perhaps not so well 
as Mr. Higinbotham does himself.

R a il w a y s .  F



William Elsdon,

continued, 
25rd A ugust 1S77.

1188. But you could not endorse the opinion of the Engineer-in-Chief?— I would not.
11S9. That it would he the most advisable course ?—No, I  would not go that far, as I  said before.
1190. I think his evidence was given under a mistake as to the quantity of timber—were you in the 

House when he gave his evidence ?— I was.
1191. Did you hear him speak of the quantity of timber delivered at the Spencer street station__

120,000 tons ?— I did ; I think 112,000 tons was what he said.
1192. Do you recollect his saying that he was under the impression that 60,000 tons of that firewood 

was delivered at Brunswick ?— Yes.
1193. About half ?— Yes.
1194. Were you here when the Traffic Manager was examined?— I was n o t; I was obliged to o-o 

away— I was very poorly last evening. b
1195. He gave a different account as to the quantity ; he spoke of 20,000 tons as going to the south 

of the Yarra, and 24,000 tons as going to Brunswick ?—I think Mr. Mathison is in a better position to 
judge of the actual quantity than the engineer.

1196. I f  Mr. Mathison were correct in his supposition that only 24,000 out of the 120,000 tons of 
firewood were delivered at Brunswick, would that induce you to differ still more strongly from the Engineer- 
in-Chief as to the advisability of the Outer Circle ?— I think it would have a certain influence upon my 
m ind; in explanation, I may say this, that I  do not think- there is any great desire on the part of the 
Hobson’s Bay Company to force the Government to obtain running powers over their line, I  am not aware 
of it, at lea st; I  simply say that they want to protect their own property, and to see, in reality, that they 
are not ruined by an opposition from any on e; but there is no great desire to give running powers—their 
gain is very little and the risk is very great.

1197. Then, so far as connecting the suburban lines— the Suburban Station, suppose that were con­
verted into a passenger station— so far as conveying goods from that to Flinders street goes, if  the goods 
were conveyed by horses, you would estimate that the cost would be three time as much as if  conveyed by 
steam ?— About that.

1198. Then I  might on that point refer to tvhat I  think will be fresh in the recollection of the com­
mittee— I refer to the evidence of the Engineer-in-Chief—he said from six to ten times ; and I  pressed him 
on that, and, in his direct examination, he said six ; and I  asked him “ Then you might go further than six?” 
and he said “ Yes, he might go up to ten.” Now that, I  think, you heard when he gave it ;  it struck me 
as very strange that the cost should be so much as even six times, but he went as high as ten. Now, do you 
adhere to your opinion that the cost would be only three times ?— That is my idea ; I  may be wrong.

1199. This line of yours is very prosperous ?— It is.
1200. Paying very well ?— Very well.
1 2 0 1 . What capital is invested in it, may I ask ?— I think it is about a million— over a million.
1 2 0 2 . That includes the total money expended from the commencement upon all the lines ?—Not

nearly.
1203. Not nearly?— Not nearly.
1204. I  suppose the secretary could tell me better than you could ?— He would give you the full 

detail of the expenditure. I  think it is close upon £100  a share.
1205. You have watched pretty well the working of our railway system in the colony, have you not ? 

having gone home in 1869 and reported to the Victorian Government, you have taken a strong interest in 
the railway extension in the colony ?— Not a great deal. I  have generally been pretty busy at our own 
place.

1206. The line is paying a very good dividend under your management ?—A  very good dividend.
1207. Do you think that if they were in the hands of the Government the dividend would be as large 

as under your management ?— No ; but I  think, under fair management, they ought to be able to make six 
or seven per cent, out of it— with fair management.

1208. With the management that prevails upon other lines or other portions of the lines constructed
by the various Governments, I  do not mean the present Government, but by preceding Governments,
having regard to the management, do you think it advisable that the Government should undertake the 
passenger traffic lines ?— I think it is barely fair to put the question in that light to me, for it is getting me 
to give an opinion upon management that I  would not like to give.

1209. I  only ask generally ?— I  would rather not give it.
1210. I  do not want you to condemn any man ?— Pray excuse me.
1 2 1 1 . B y  the Hon. N .  F itzgerald.— You told us that the ground at the corner of Swanston street is 

about 1 0 0 0  feet long ?— About 1 0 0 0  feet.
1212. What is the breadth?— The breadth to the stone wall is 85 feet, I  think.
1213. Is that breadth continuous along the wall?— Yes ; up to the wall.
1214. Considering last night that some reference was made to it, do you say that the stone wall 

now in process of erection was not undertaken in consequence of any action of the Government ?— Certainly 
not. I  may tell you, that the plans were actually finished in January, and I  have delayed a certain time 
before I  brought them before the directors, and they passed them after a little consideration, or rather a 
portion of them ; and as soon as I  get the present portion of them done, I  shall certainly ask leave of the 
board to give me permission to carry out the rest whenever I  think it desirable.

1215. The increase in traffic which has been so marked upon your line, from ten trains to nearly 
three hundred per diem, was more marked in the last three or four years than in the preceding part of it ?— 
In the last seven years it has been wonderfully increased.

1216. What would be the increase of the year from twelve months this time backwards and in the 
twelve months preceding that again ? has it been steadily rising for the last five years ?— Since 1871 it has 
been.

1217. More marked than in the same period before 1871 ?— Yes ; it has doubled.
1218. Then the space that would be required by your company, in order to be prepared for a still 

further increase— you would require still more room than you have at present ?— We should require the 
land, or the greater portion of it.

1219. Is it your opinion that that ground, referred to in this schedule, is actually required by your 
company for the purposes of such increased traffic as you anticipate in the next five years ?—For the 
anticipated increase in the company’s traffic.



1220. Then the land could not be taken from you by the Government without doing an injury to wmiamEisdon, 
you by the Government ?— Y es. Esq.,

1221. Is it at all within your knowledge that any number of your shareholders are resident abroad ? 23rdTu^t is77.
A  great number are in England.

1222. Then the line could not be taken without doing a positive wrong to those shareholders whose 
property you are in charge of as engineer to this line ?— I should certainly never advise the company to 
give it up.

1223. I  ask your opinion on th a t; this is a matter of policy, and if  they give up—but could the 
Government take the land for the purposes of this railway, proposed to be made to connect Oakleigh with 
Melbourne, without interfering with your probable extension to make room tor your traffic, say, within the 
next five years ?—Undoubtedly it would interfere with our arrangements.

1224. But could you get sufficient space in any other direction to qualify you for this increased 
traffic, if this ground be taken from you ?— Not without taking the goods sheds away.

1225. Could you find room for goods sheds in any other direction ?— No.
1226. Then the injury would be irreparable ?— Irreparable.
1227. Then the injury is irreparable, there is no space anywhere else ?— No.
1228. Then the space required for the extensions necessary for your probable traffic, and therefore 

necessary to do justice^ to your absent shareholders, could not be had if they took away this land?— It 
means a limiting of dividends by limiting the traffic, for if any extra traffic occurs we could take 
advantage of it.

1229. You could not keep up, that is to say, with the traffic ?—I speak more particularly of the 
land east of Prince’s Bridge.

1230. I am speaking of the land that the Committee have now to deal with, namely, the land in 
the schedule of the B ill at the junction of Swanston and Flinders streets. The Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. 
Higinbotham, in his evidence yesterday, informed the Committee that, in his opinion, the sum of £150,000  
would be required in order to put your line in such a substantial state of repair as would enable it to carry 
this Gippsland traffic ; is that estimate in your opinion exaggerated ?— Well, I  can only say that I  differ 
about it wonderfully from him.

1231. Some money would be required ?—Yes ; some, not a great deal.
1232. About how much ?— I could barely give you an estimate at present.
1233. Would half of it be required ?— No, not a quarter.
1234. There being such a variation in the estimate that you have formed of the required repairs to 

the line to make it fit for this increased traffic and Mr. Iliginbotham’s, I  presume there might be a little 
feeling of professional jealousy ?— N ot as far as I  am concerned, and certainly I do not give him credit for 
that myself, and certainly it is not upon my part.

1235. But you see there is such a manifest divergence in opinion between you and Mr. Higinbotham 
in other respects, that I  want to show that you, as a professional gentleman, may have a grievance against 
him as an original grievance in that regard ?— I can explain it partly. Mr. Higinbotham forms an estimate 
to the best of his abilities ; I, on the other hand, do the same. I work the matter out, find I  am right, 
and that is my answer.

1236. Now, with regard to this money which will be required, I  thought you said the bridges and 
permanent way of the Hobson’s Bay railway, as it now stands, are quite fit for the Gippsland traffic that 
would run upon it ?—I  say it for that portion of the line that would be likely to carry the Gippsland traffic.

1237. But in your opinion as an engineer, would the Government be justified in putting the traffic 
upon it without insisting upon some repairs being made to the permanent way ?— Yes, for the simple reason
that, in holiday times, I  do with confidence draw heavier trains than ever will go from Gippsland.

1238. But you said some amount of money, a quarter of the £150,000, that is a large sum of money ?
—I will tell you where the money is required for, and it has no reference to the part which the Gippsland 
traffic would pass over. The difference between Mr. Higinbotham and me is in regard to the bridge across 
the Yarra. I know where the difference is ; he estimates £38,000 ; and I, £26,000 for the Yarra bridge.

1239. Have you made any survey of this connecting link along Flinders street for the horse traction 
or tramway which would be required to connect Spencer street railway station with either Swanston street 
or the coal gears ?— I made one in 1862.

1240. Then you are aware of the gradient that you would have to go up at the end of Flinders 
street ?— One in ninety from our station to the top of the viaduct, and then proceed along the level.

1241. Which viaduct?— Along the street I intended to have the line.
1242. The purpose of my question is this : I  want, i f  possible, to make your statement as to the

number of horses required, or as to the relative capacity of horses as compared with locomotives harmonize, if  
it can be made to do so, nearer than it does with Mr.’Higinbotham’s. Mr. Higinbotham told us last evening 
that he reckoned the difference at six times, at the very least, and even ten ; you say three ?— Three or four.

1243. Are you speaking of the same line ?— I am speaking of the same line.
1244. That is the line from the corner of Spring street, as Mr. Higinbotham put it, to the lower-level 

siding at Batman’s H ill ?—Yes.
1245. Is that the particular line that you speak o f when you estimate it at less than half of Mr. 

Higinbotham’s estimate ?— Y es, it is an opinion ; I  may be wrong, but I  might explain it in this way, that 
when I say three or four times, I do not refer to what number of tons a horse can draw as against a 
locomotive, but I  take into consideration the difference of working cost between horse feed and engine feed, 
if  I may so express i t ; that is in some cases horse-traction is found more cheap than engine-traction. I take 
all that into consideration ; it  is a question involving several things. I do not simply reckon the haulage ton 
against ton.

1246. Then, you may take the two estimates from different standpoints, and each may be correct
from the different standpoints ?— Very possibly.

1247. Have you lately been at Batman’s Hill— do you know the traffic at all in Flinders street ?—
About three months ago.

1248. About once in three months does duty or pleasure lead you there ?— Very seldom.
1249.* Then you can form no idea of the traffic at that end of Flinders street and Spencer street to

Collins street ? The traffic, I  said, from Queen street to Swanston street is great, and beyond that is
undoubtedly heavy, it is lighter from Queen street to Spencer street.



William Elsdon, 
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1250. A nd you speak of i t  from knowledge gained as a  visitor a t three months’ intervals ?—I  see it 
from day to day from our own station.

1251. W e have M r. Higinbotham’s evidence, th a t the traffic upon th a t line is far greater at the 
entrance to the goods sheds and much more objectionable than intersecting the traffic on the other part of 
the street ?— I  think it is very possible M r. Higinbotham ’s evidence upon tha t point is better than my own.
I  thiuk he has a better idea than  I  have at that point of the line.

1252. A s to the Outer Circle, you gave an opinion tha t M r. M athison’s evidence was more likely to 
be of consequence than the Engineer-in-C hiefs ?— I  do not say that. I  say tha t he is in a better position,
I  thought, to know the actual facts, for the simple reason tha t all the conveyance of wood and goods 
undoubtedly comes through M r. M athison’s hands.

1253. W ere you in the House yesterday evening when M r. Mathison gave his evidence ?—I  was 
not, I  had to go away ill.

1254. "lie gave his evidence upon the statem ent of somebody, he did not know who, who was in that 
line ?— I  did not hear it.

1255. Have you been over the country of the O uter Circle line ?—H ot the whole distance, and for 
th a t reason I  gave an opinion w ith some hesitancy.

1256. A part from the question, w hether it would be a competing line or not, you do think that, if the 
Governm ent undertook a suburban line from Oakleigh to Melbourne, the number of trains running in upon 
your line, upon running powers, would be vastly increased?— So I  understand that.

1257. I  am assuming tha t the Government took running powers over your line as far as Elstern- 
wick, and constructed a line to jo in  Elsternw ick and Oakleigh, and then chose to make that a pleasant 
re treat and run suburban trains, say at intervals as to them may seem f i t ; but suburban trains as we under­
stand it ?— Upon our line ?

1258. I t  m ust upon your line, to make the link complete to Melbourne. I f  they did that would it 
be possible for them to do it w ithout disturbing your arrangements ?— I  do not think there would be any 
possibility of their doing anything of the kind to begin with, there would be no likelihood of their trying 
to do anything of the kind ; and further than that, we ourselves should have to have a certain standpoint
upon a m atter of that description.

1259. Then would the fact of their taking running powers over your line to Elsternwick absolutely 
prevent them from entertaining the project, however profitable it m ight be, of running opposition trains 
from Melbourne upon your line to Elsternw ick and from thence to Oakleigh ?—By another route. I t  is a 
th ing tha t I  am not aware has been done, except to a  very limited extent by some companies at home, but
it never lasted long. .

1260. W e do not w ant that. I  pu t it to you for the purpose of showing that, i f  running powers were 
taken upon your line to Elsternwick, no m atter w hat the progress of Oakleigh hereafter may be, no matter 
what the prospect of profit to the Government may be to connect Flinders street w ith Oakleigh. The fact 
of their having running powers w ith you would keep them  out of the traffic, they could not overtake 
i t ? — W hich means, in reality, tha t they would work our line in addition to our working, and earn a
profit to us. . .

1261. W hy ?— They would run trains from Elsternw ick to Oakleigh and Melbourne, as against our
work, for which they would have to pay a certain toll to go into our pocket _ _  -

1262. T hat is a question of policy ; I  have nothing to do w ith it, nor you either. The present 
question is, that they could not run  upon your line if  they had running powers upon your line,' your 
arrangem ent would not admit it?— I  do not know th a t ; I  do not go th a t far, for the simple reason that it 
all depends upon how far the feeding would be, as to w hether they would run one hundred and twenty 
trains or whether sixty would do. I f  they did that, it  would be foolish, and would lead to^complications ; 
but if  each was wise in their time, they would never go into direct competition ; but, as I  said before, there 
is no direct wish, that I  know of, upon the part of the directors of the Hobson’s Bay Company, to have any 
running powers over their line taken, providing they have no opposition from other quarters whereby their
dividends would be lessened. a

1263. You told us that the cost of the advantages and the profit to the company were xlUou per
year ?— I  think M r. Finlayson reckoned it at £1050 a year. 1

1264. And yet, added to the risk, would not be a very great advantage. W hat do you mean by the 
risk ? is it risk to life and limb ?— I  mean this, that w ith  the £1050 there are certain risks to be undertaken 
in the carriage of passengers from here— we are responsible for their carriage.  ̂ „

1265. T hat is only the ordinary risk  of carrying passengers ?— T hat is only the ordmary risk o
carrying passengers.

1266. Ho extraordinary risk ?— No extraordinary risk.  ̂ ^ .
1267. Do you know anything a t all about the district of Brunswick, about the extent of the nc

kilns ?—N ot a great deal. . . , n  ,
1268. You do know them as a m atter of fact?— I  d o ; and I  give an opinion upon the Uuter 

Circle line w ith some hesitancy, because I  cannot say th a t I  grasp the whole thing as well as wo

llke t0 1 2 5 9 . B u t if  you heard M r. Higinbotham ’s estimate of the consumption of firewood in that district 
at 60,000 tons, from your knowledge of the general correctness of his utterances upon statistical pom , 
would not you attach a great deal of weight to th a t? — I  do. I  have no reason to think he is wrong, bu 
there may be some reason between Mr. M athison’s estimate and his tha t I  am not aw aie of. canno y 
he is wrong, I  cannot say Mr. M athison is right, but I  say th a t Mr. M athison ought to be in a position to
know ; I  do not say whether he is or not.

1270. B ut still, you see no reason to doubt it from your knowledge of Brunswick and your knowieato
of the industries carried on there ?—There is a large industry carried on there. n.itpr

1271. From  your idea of the country and of the large centres of population through w h ic h  the Uut 
Circle would run, would it, in your opinion, be a profitable speculation, apart altogether fiom a eig; ,, 7
starting from Camberwell and taking in all the  populous suburbs of Melbourne, and affin rag^ __
places for lines to W hittlesea and Lillydale, and so forth, would such a line promise to e remuneia 1 .
I  have no doubt th a t such a line m ust be made some day, bu t w hether this is the proper time, Mr. t i  g 
botham could tell better than I  can. I  have not seen all the districts Lillydale an ot er p aces, 
m atter of time more than anything else ; no doubt a line will have to be made some day up eie.



1272. I f  such a line were made, would it not be, in your opinion, a vdry convenient way to take the william Eisdon, 
heavy goods from Gippsland to the central Spencer street station ?—F or cattle it would no doubt be nearer,
although I  do not agree w ith M r. H iginbotham’s process for calculating the rate of mileage between the 23ra August 1877. 
Onter Circle and the D irect Line.

1273. Do not speak of the direct benefit of it please, but would it  be a very direct way to collect the 
horned cattle for the m arket generally at Flemington from G ippsland?—I  th ink it is equally direct w ith the 
Direct Line ; I  th ink the distance is about the same in reality, though I  disagree w ith Mr. H iginbotham ’s 
five miles of difference that he makes.

1274. I t  is equally direct at least ?— I  think it is the same distance.
1275. A nd of course it would be a great convenience to the large number of inhabitants who live in 

those populous suburbs ?—I  am of opinion th a t it will need to be made some day.
" 1276. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— Does that refer to the cattle yards?—I  am speaking of the

cattle yards ; I  should say it  is as direct as the D irect Line.
1277. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .— And if a large quantity of timber is available a t Gippsland and is 

brought into close contiguity w ith the brick kilns a t Brunswick, it would be a source of profit ?— There is no 
doubt about i t ; it would be a saving to the people making use of the timber instead of carting from Spencer 
s tre e t; but I  am not able to go into the actual saving, as I  tell you.

1278. B ut supposing the traffic would amount to £15,000 a year ?— I t  is a great consideration. Of 
course, I  am merely going upon the supposition tha t it is correct. I t  is merely asking for me to give an 
opinion upon these suppositions submitted to me.

1279. I f  that railway had to be made some day, and that a day not far distant, and if  it be very 
convenient for a large portion of the trade tha t Gippsland is bound to supply, and if  tha t line of railway 
does not involve a circuit of more than five or six miles, apart altogether from professional leanings and 
your connection w ith the company, m ight it not be a prudent thing for the Government to consider, if  not to 
accomplish and to make th a t the connecting link w ith the railway to Gippsland ?— I  th ink it is entirely a 
matter for consideration for the Government, although I  may have my leaning towards the Hobson’s Bay 
Company, and am an officer o f the company and have to protect them ; I  am giving evidence to-day quite 
apart from them. I  do not know w hether the directors even agree w ith me.

1280. B u t you cannot disconnect yourself from them after twenty-four or twenty-five years’ 
connection w ith them  ; but i f  that line of railway is in your opinion so im portant tha t they will be forced 
upon the attention of the Government before long, and if  th a t line of railway will afford convenience to a 
large and important class of the traffic which Gippsland is likely to give, could it  not be a reasonable 
solution of this difficulty for the heavy traffic ?— I  say I  do not know, for the simple reason tha t the line 
will be required some day, and I  th ink it will be for the Government to say when tha t day comes when the 
line "will have to be made.

1281. Suppose the line were made, there is a point upon th a t line called Camberwell, is there not ?
—Yes.

1282. Suppose there w ere a railway station there, how far is it from your nearest point ?— From  our 
Hawthorn station w ith in  two miles.

1283. Now, supposing the O uter Circle line were made, and a station at Camberwell, the  passenger 
difficulty could be got rid  of by a connection w ith the line at H aw thorn two miles long ?— Quite. I  said 
there were two or three points where they could connect, namely—M urray Boss’s line, South Y arra, or 
Hawthorn.

1284. B u t the reason I  come to th is is, tha t the connection a t H aw thorn would not be so immediate 
if there were not an O uter Circle line at Camberwell ?—Yes.

1285. The distance from H aw thorn to Oakleigh would not show to the same advantage tha t I  make 
it  appear if  there were no O uter Circle to Camberwell ?—N o ; for the passenger traffic it  would lessen the 
distance. From  Oakleigh via  Camberwell would be about eleven miles. I t  is seven thirty-six  chains from 
our station via  Camberwell to Oakleigh, and three miles and a ha lf from Melbourne to Hawthorn.

1286. W hat is it from Oakleigh to E lsternw ick?— Five miles twenty chains ; add to th a t six miles 
to the Melbourne station.

1287. Practically  the same thing ?—Yes.
1288. And that gives the construction from Oakleigh to Elsternw ick five miles and a halt, and you 

have in addition from Camberwell to Haw thorn only two?— Yes, provided the other is made to Camberwell.
1289. Then two miles would settle the passenger difficulty ?—I f  the other is made to Camberwe .
1290. Then a large portion of the traffic— the tim ber and cattle traffic— would not suffer from this 

circuitous route to  Spencer street ?— I f  you refer to the timber traffic to Brunswick,^ certainly not.
1291. N or the cattle traffic to Flemington ?—N or the cattle traffic to F lem ington; but i f  you refer

to the timber traffic to Spencer street   ̂ „ . ,  - m n
1292. I  am not talk ing of sawn timber, for there is a collision of evidence as to what th a t would be 

likely to be. Then we have these three things solved by the O uter Circle line. W e have the passenger 
difficulty solved w ithout any increase of distance ; you have an actual provision for the cattle trade ; you 
have an actual provision for the tim ber trade to Brunswick ; you have the connection tor goods at bpencer 
s tre e t; and you relieve the capacity of your station and line, and relieve yourse o t  e necessi y  oi any 
powers by sending the heavy goods round the other few miles ? Yes.  ̂ „ QXr?

1293. W ould not all those things be relieved by the construction of the Outer Circle ra ilw ay .

They would. ^  wquM not aU the k rg e  outlying districts of Brunswick and_ N orthcote^with the 
outlying Lillydale, W hittlesea, and all those, be accommodated more or less by tha t line . Yes, they w
no doubt come on to tha t line. , . ,. .n „ 0i.0

1295. And would not the Government be relieved of making it  at any other time, if  they
now ? T hat I  sav. is a m atter of time w ith them. _ . .

" 1296 They would ouly want one line made ? -Y e s .  I  may say, tha t there is a  good large d .stnct
ly in g  b e tw e e n  E ls le r n w ic k  J i  O a k le ig h  w h o  req u ire  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ^  C a m b erw ell , and
I  think th a t the two connections ought to be made ; if  they make one they ought to make the two 1 think th a t t h ^ t w o ^  ^  ^  th .g through wMch this connectmg lme from H aw thorn

to Camberwell would run ?— From  our station to Camberwell ? Oakleigh
1298. Yes ?—I  know the ground from our station to Camberwell, and also to UaKieiton.



wmiamEisdon, 1299. Now merely deal w ith the H aw thorn connection. Is there any engineering difficulty alon" that
route ?— N ot from our station to Camberwell. °

23rdAugust 1S77. 1 3 0 0 . No rivers, no tunnels; in fact, it is comparatively a cheap work ?—About £10,000 a mile or
thereabouts.

1301. Then for about £20,000, to connect Camberwell w ith Hawthorn, taking running powers for 
three miles for passengers only, this great difficulty is solved ?—Provided the other portion is made ; but I 
take the whole lot r ig h t through.

1302. I  assume that, by saying that the Government consent to make the Outer Circle ; and then it 
would take only £20,000, and the passenger difficulty is solved ?—Yes, about the same amount as Murray 
Ross’s line.

1303. Assuming that th a t is so, and that there are 150 or 100 passengers a day— I  think Mr. Mathison 
said 150 a day— where they are to come from I  do not see ; but assume that, and take the average fare at six 
shillings, w hat would be the proportion, say from Sale to Melbourne, say for running powers on the Hobson’s 
Bay line, would it be as 118 to two or three ?— I  should th ink the revenue to the Hobson’s Bay Company from 
Camberwell would be about perhaps £2000, estimating th a t amount of traffic; but I  have no doubt the 
secretary will give you that in full detail. I  would ra ther tha t he should tell you upon th a t point, because 
I  give more attention to the engineering portion.

1304. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— You have been questioned as to the conveyance of timber to 
Brunsw ick ?— Yes.

1305. A nd you stated that both tim ber and horned cattle would have been as easily taken to 
Brunswick as by the present direct route ?—Yes.

1306. Do you imagine tha t any other kind of produce would be brought from Gippsland ?—Yes.
1307. W hat?— Grain.
1308. To any large ex ten t?— There are a great many things there .— \_The witness referred to 

papers.~\
1309. Wool ?— Wool ; I  think the wool is limited.
1310. A t present?— Yes.
1311. On account of the cost of carriage, I  presum e?— I  am not aware that much wool comes down 

from that district.
1312. Sawn tim ber ?— Yes.
1313. A nd I  believe there is also a considerable amount o f tanning comes from there ?—Yes.
1314. I  imagine th a t all this would not need to go to Brunswick ?—No.
1315. W here would th a t naturally go to ?— The sawn timber to Spencer street.
1316. W ould the sawn tim ber be for local consumption and export ?— Both.
1317. W ould the w heat be for both ?—Both.
1318. Wool would be for export entirely ?— Yes.
1319. Taking the local consumption, where would be the best place to land those goods ?— Spencer

street.
1320. A nd where would be the best place to ship them — perhaps tha t is hardly a fair question, but I  

will pu t it this way : H aving those goods a t P rince’s Bridge, would you rather send them to Williamstown 
or to Sandridge, the one being nine miles and the other one and a half. Is  that so ?—J u s t so.

1321. B ut taking all the other produce, the best place would be Spencer street ?— Yes, I  think I may 
say that, if  the one is carried out, the other ought to be carried out also.

1322. In  order to bring all this produce down ?— Yes, so that there would be a fair choice of routes 
for the different descriptions of goods that may come.

1323. In  other Avords, the goods tha t come for shipment and local consumption m ight come by 
E lsternw ick and the other by Brunswick ?—Yes ; and the local traffic— the passengers who may be inclined 
to go to B righton, E ast St. Kilda, P rahran , and other places instead of going to Spencer street.

1324. W hat do you estimate the cost of the junction to E lsternw ick to be ?—£25,758.
1325. And the cost of the present Governm ent proposal is about how much ?— £126,000.
1326. T h at does not include the value of the land. Have you any idea of the value of the land?— 

O f the d irect route ?
1327. Y es?— I  would ra ther not give an opinion. I  m ight guess at it.
1328. Does not your estimate of the cost to E lsternw ick cover the cost of the land ?— No. Mr. Ross 

has already bought the land, and I  may say roughly, four or five thousand pounds in addition to the £25,000.
1329. Then £30,000 would do it ?— A bout that.
1330. T he portion of the construction of the direct route would be of wooden construction—a 

viaduct ?— So I  heard in the evidence.
1331. That, I  imagine, would not only be costly, but also take some time to construct ?— I t  will.
1332. H ave you any notion of the time from P rince’s Bridge to the Y arra  ?— I  cannot say, for I  have 

seen no drawings or plans of it, and that prevents me from making any tangible estimate of the real co s t; 
I  could only guess at it.

1333. Assuming th a t the direct route in the mean time is taken only as far as from Oakleigh to 
South Y arra, it would not be a very difficult m atter to continue the remaining portion in coming years, by 
raising a few chains of the O akleigh line back and get over your line and proceed by this viaduct, that is, 
having come upon the level at South Y arra— would it be an insuperable difficulty ?— Certainly not, but 
the same objections would lie if  that line was prolonged hereafter.

1334. S till i t  could be done ?— I t  could be done.
1335. T he cost you are not prepared to say anything about ?— My estimate Avould simply be a 

random estimate, for I  have no plans to guide me.
1336. Y our attention was called by the Honorable M r. Wilson to the land at Jolim ont, and you were 

asked if  it would be suitable for a station ?— Yes.
1337. A t what height does the proposed direct route pass over your raihvay ?— I  th ink clearance 

provided by the A c t is fourteen feet clear headway from the top of our rails.
1338. A nd w hat is the height of the bridge ?— T hat depends upon whether it is wood or iro n ; if  iron, 

two feet or tw o feet six inches above that, and if  Avood much more.
1339. How much more ?— You may safely say fifty per cent. more.
1340. T h a t is a total of about tw enty feet between the tAvo levels ?— I  should think it  would.



1341. A t the continuation of your line from Spring street there is a culvert under your line?— Yes. wmkmEMon
1342. W hat is the distance from your rails to the ground below?— About 14 feet. co^&f,
1343. A nd the level of this viaduct would be about 34 feet above the level of the ground?— No, 23rdAugusb1877, 

because the portion you refer to is higher than where they intend to cr.oss at Jolimont,.
1344. W hat would be the difference?— About 5 feet or 6 feet, that is, 6 feet off the 14 feet.
1345. Now, taking the crossing at Jolim ont, and the culvert I  speak of, w hat would be the average 

difference between the height of the  Governm ent line and this place a t the station ?— The height of the 
Government railw ay at the crossing at Jolim ont would be about 20 feet, in round numbers, above our line.

1346. Can you tell me in w hat way th a t ground, th a t large part 20 feet below the rails, can be 
utilised as a station for goods ?— I t  would take a large amount of money to make it so, it would need to be 
filled.

1347. You mean it  would have to be filled u p ? —I t  would have to be filled up.
1348. A nd in no other way could it be done ?— No.
1349. T h at same rem ark would apply, more or less, to the land belonging to the corporation com­

monly called the “ tip,” now being p lan ted ; would not the same objection apply to th a t?—Yes.
1350. The railway would be considerably above it?— Yes, above it.
1351. I  would presume also, th a t th is viaduct, being of wood, would entail a heavy expense for 

repairs from time to tim e?— Yes ; that, in great measure, depends upon the description of structure again.
1352. The w ear and tear of tim ber work would be more than either?— As to the way it is pu t 

together.
1353. You stated in your evidence th a t there was a difference of opinion between yourself and Mr. 

Higinbotham, as to the cost o f certain repairs required for your line?— Yes.
1354. A nd you mentioned a difference of £12,000 in some bridge?— Yes.
1355. W hat bridge is tha t ?— T he one across the Y arra.
1356. T ha t had nothing to do w ith the Gippsland line?— No ; that is where I  say a portion of the 

money is required to be laid out, which would not be a quarter o f the money he referred to, for the portion of 
the line that the G ippsland trafiic would run over was in good order.

1357. A t the time the estim ate was made by M r. H iginbotham ?— 1872.
1358. W as not the iron m arket very h igh ?— Yes.
1359. M ore so than  now ?— V ery much.
1360. B y w hat percen tage, do you th in k ?— I  th ink  the iron m arket was 25 per cent, higher 

than now.
1361. W ould tha t reduction at all affect the viaduct between the coal gear and Spencer s tree t?—The 

viaduct between the coal gear and Spencer street was principally composed of b ric k s ; a t the crossings of 
the streets it  was iron. N o doubt it  would affect it, the  same viaduct could be made now for £60,000.

1362. B u t the reason for that, I  understand, was the cutting down of Batm an’s H ill?— Yes. No 
doubt the iron for th e  bridges would lessen the cost of the structure as m uch again, at the low price tha t
iron now is. .

1363. W hat amount do you consider would fairly be required to make your line safe for the Gippsland 
traffic from Melbourne to South Y arra?— N othing.

1364. N o th in g ?—No.
1365. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— I  think you said, in answer to M r. Cuthbert, th a t there  would be 

a difference of from 15 to 20 feet between the level of F linders street and the level of the proposed G overn­
ment Direct L ine coming into Spencer s tree t?— Yes, I  think I  qualified that by saying, i f  made up w ith 
a breast wall.

1366. T hen th a t shunting th a t would be required would be an expensive business to get the goods 
back on to the F linders street level, if  th a t plan w ere adopted ?— I  do not think it would be so very expensive 
a business; no doubt it depends upon the gradient, but I  do not anticipate any great expense.

1367. I t  would be more expensive than if  it were upon a level ?— Certainly. ^
1368. And supposing th a t th a t fifteen or twenty feet were made up and the line brought in upon the

higher level, is there no gradient in F linders street at th a t point going, back to Spring street ? Yes, but it
would lessen it. There is an expense, but less than in the original case.

1369. W hat is the gradient there  about ?— I  do not know. I  have not seen the G overnm ent plans,
except the sketch th a t they  had on one of W hitehead’s maps.  ̂ _ . . .

1370. From  your own knowledge of Flinders street, from the point w here the line would jo in  it to 
Swanston street, is it level ?—No, there is an incline, or ra ther decline in reality  towards Jolim ont, and 
likewise a corresponding one towards Swanston street and Stephen street in reality  comes on the top of the 
two inclines, the  one being more steep than  the other.

1371. Then in regard  to a question put to you about the firewood, you said that if it  were shown by 
Mr. Mathison th a t his answer was, th a t only 20,000 tons of that firewood received at Spencer street station 
went back to Brunswick, it  would fortify your opinion in regard to  the answer of M r. Higinbotham as to 
the 60,000 tons. I  understood you to say tha t i t  would certainly have a modifying effect as to the va^ue 
of bringing the line to Brunswick in connection w ith the firewood, if  only 20,000 went instead of 6 , .
No doubt it is a m atter of opinion w hether it carries the weight of advice the one way or the other 
whether 20,000 or 60,000 tons are carried. I  would ra ther give my answer in a general way, as 1 gave it 
to Mr. Fitzgerald, namely, th a t a  line w ill have to go there some day. y r  j  - i 4-

1372. T hat is not the question. You did not hear the evidence of M r. Mathison . I  did no .
1373. You did hear th a t of M r. Higinbotham ?—A  portion of it.
1374. A nd you heard M r. H iginbotham  say th a t about 60,000 tons o f firewood would probably go to

W1375. T he 'H onorab le  M r. C uthbert seemed to understand tha t the 20,000 tons tha t M r. M athison 
said would go back to Brunsw ick was all th a t was required, whereas M r. H iginbotham  said tha t 60,000 tons 
was all th a t was required at Brunsw ick w ithout any regard a t all to w hat w ent from Spencer s tr e e t ; 
consequentlv if  it is shown to you th a t 60,000 tons is all tha t is required at Brunswick th a t would bring 
you b lck  to your former opinion ?— There is not the slightest doubt tha t a line must go th a t way some day.
The cattle trafiic may be equally as much as the wood. I  cannot answer the question■ directiy.

1376 B u t vour opinion would not be modified on th a t point if  you heard tha t th a t 60,000 tons was 
an estim ate of w hat was required a t Brunsw ick ?— I  do not know why the estimates should be so far apart.



<s
williamEisaon 1377. H ave you given any consideration of the estimate for the  construction of this so-called Direct

coî mû d, L ine P you see the estimate is pu t down a t about £140,000 ?— Well, I  m ight guess a t an estimate, but really
sa-a August 1S77. ^  Would be only guessing, for the simple reason th a t I  have nothing to guide me bu t my eye.

1378. Do you think you have enough to guide you on the estimate already given ?— I, as an engineer, 
would not like to bind m yself by an estimate in such a way as to say, here is a line going along there, it is so 
much per mile. I  would not like to do that.

1379. Do you consider tha t this proposed line is to a large ex ten t running parallel w ith the Hobson’s 
Bay line ?— I t  does, if it  comes into our station and occupies the site, as they say, at P rince’s Bridge. I t  
would not have quite the same effect i f  it  was back to the circus ground ; but it  certainly would have only 
the effect of opposition, and we can only look a t it  in th a t light, if it occupies the ground of the suburban 
station.

1380. H ave you formed any opinion of the projected line of tunnelling from Jolim ont under the 
F itzroy  G ardens, and bringing the tunnel out at Johnstone street— as to the cost of it ?—I  have not.

1381. You know th a t is shown upon the plans ?— I t  is shown upon one of the p lan s; I  say, I  would 
not pu t down an estim ate for it.

1382. B y  the H on. G. F . B elcher.— Y ours is a purely passenger traffic upon this portion of the
line ?— U pon this portion of the line to W indsor, B righton, and Haw thorn.

1383. Is  it  in view of th is estim ated increased traffic th a t you place such a h igh value upon the piece
of ground th a t the  G overnm ent w ish to acquire ?— Yes.

1384. In  the early part of your evidence to S ir Charles Sladen, you stated th a t the traffic has of lata 
increased and decreased ?—I  said, upon some stations it had increased and upon some not, bu t take it  as a 
whole it  has an increase.

1385. U pon th is particular portion of the railw ay ?— I  speak of this.
1386. I t  has fluctuated ?— I t  has fluctuated during the  last three or four weeks.
1387. T hen upon w hat ground do you base this g reat increase of traffic for time to come ?—Upon

certain arrangem ents th a t we are likely to carry  out.
1388. I t  will apply to the passenger traffic ?— T he secretary w ill bear me out. •
1389. Can you inforn me of the greatest num ber of passengers th a t you have sent along the line at 

holiday tim e ?— I  th ink th a t the largest amount of traffic a t holiday time was close upon 65,000 in a day.
1390. A nd you can do th a t w ithout any inconvenience ?— I  could not say that, because it required 

my greatest attention and also assistance from the secretary.
1391. B u t you have been enabled to do t h a t ; surely your present appliances ought to be sufficient?— 

I  could not do it every day.
1392. B u t could not you do th a t w ith your present arrangem ents for the anticipated traffic ?—No, 

for the  simple reason, th a t we are carrying out new arrangem ents now for a certain amount of traffic, and we 
th ink  th a t, as years roll on, our station will require the suburban railw ay station for the greater portion of it.

1393. H ave you any objection to say w hat m easures you are about to take to get this anticipated 
traffic ?— Yes. ; v

1394. You stated, I  th ink, th a t you w ere going to ask your directors for power to go to an 
expenditure in order to  give you an increase of tw enty  per cent, upon the present passenger traffic ?—I  said 
tw enty per cent, of trains.

1395. O f course th a t would be for passenger traffic ?— Yes. -
1396. W hat did you state to S ir Charles Sladen was the w eight o f the Governm ent engine that was 

running along the G ippsland line ?— I  was informed by Mr. Cundy, inspector for the  Government at 
B allarat, th a t the engines made for the G ippsland railw ay were from 24 to 25 tons.

1397. T hen supposing th a t th e  engine and tender weighed as much as 48 tons, would you,r line and 
your bridges be sufficient to carry such a w eight ?—Yes, because the w eight is distributed.

1398. T hen  about the bridges ?—T he w eight is distributed.
1399. I  do not understand ?— I  will explain it  in this way, th a t the w eight upon a given point is 

quite as severe as a load distributed, and far more severe.
1400. T ake an engine and tender and a heavily loaded truck  all upon the bridge at the same 

tim e ?— I  dare say th a t our bridges upon the H aw thorn and B righton lines are capable of carrying engines 
up to 36 tons w ith  safety.

1401. B u t the.answ er I  want is to this question— if  an engine and tender will be 48 tons, and then 
a  truck  loaded to its capacity w ith heavy m aterial for this G ippsland traffic, as you are well aware will be 
heavy m aterial, would your bridges be able to support such a traffic as that ?—Yes.

1402. A nd  I  th ink  you answered the question th a t you did not consider th a t any expenditure would 
be necessary to place the line in order for the traffic of Governm ent over the G ippsland line ?—None. I  do 
not even understand the  question being pu t to me about pu tting  the Hobson’s Bay line into order between 
M elbourne and B righton and those places at all. I  have never admitted, and do not adm it now, that it is 
in  bad order. O ur rails there  are a t least 15 lbs. a yard  heavier than  any rails used upon the Gippsland 
line. A nd i f  a 60 lbs. rail is capable of carrying an engine weighing 40 tons, I  th ink a 75 lbs. rail of iron 
and steel is more than capable of carry ing the same weight.

1403. Then if  M r. H iginbotham  states that i t  would take another £100,000 to accomplish that 
object, you do not agree w ith  him  ?—I  do not agree w ith him  ; but I  say it  would be unfair to 
M r. H iginbotham  to say th a t tha t estim ate would hold good now. H is estimate was made, I  believe, 
in 1872.

1404. H e said th a t last n igh t ?— T hen I  differ from him.
1405. B y  the H on. B . S im son.— You say, th a t considering the small amount th a t you would get for 

running powers over the Hobson’s B ay railw ay line, one thousand and odd pounds, it would not be wort 
the risk— would not the risk  be obviated altogether by putting  down separate rails for the Gippsland me, 
and giving them  a platform  to themselves ?— W ith in  our fences ?

1406. Y es?— T hat would also include additions to the Cremorne bridge.
1407. W ell, w hatever it required ?— I t  could be done undoubtedly. ^
1408. W ould not it  take away all risk, and prevent any danger to your signals, and so on. ien 

I  speak of a risk, I  simply speak of the ordinary risk attached to one or two trains in relation to the amoun 
of money received. I  do not mean by risk, tha t it  is a  dangerous risk  ; it is a risk tha t we take eveiy ay 
upon the railw ay. I  am comparing the one against the other. „ ,.j



1409. The risk would not be increased at all by the running pow ers?— N o ; I  used an unhappy wwimEMon 
term. Esq.,

1410. I  suppose you find th a t the traffic upon the suburban railway has increased very much as the 23rd Au“ i877. 
railways have proceeded into the interior?— I  know there has been an impression for some time that the 
Government extension of the lines to the interior has really formed a great portion of the traffic upon our line
but I  totally disagree with it. I  do not mean to say, that it has not formed a portion, but it is not the greater 
portion. I  do not agree w ith it, for this simple reason, that we have been extending our traffic by vino- 
certain privileges upon the Brighton line, and by certain reductions in 1871, giving mo°ro facilities for people 
travelling by increasing the number of trains. The increase has been quite irrespective, in my opinion of 
any increase in traffic that the Government would bring from their extension. ’

1411. Do not you think th a t the great extension of the traffic has been caused by the people having 
greater facilities for coming doAvn from the interior by the Government railways, and goum down to 
Brighton to get sea air, and so on?— A t one time that m ight apply, and even now, in holiday tim e^I think it 
might very well ap p ly ; but still I  think that makes such a small portion, as compared with the whole that 
it does not materially affect w hat I  say. I  take the whole year righ t round. ’

_ 1412. Talking of the running powers again, you seem to see some difficulty in the line coming from
Oakleigh to E lsternw ick, and coming in in that direction, and taking running powers over your line could
not the Hobson’s Bay take running powers over theirs ?— Yes.

1413. Could not such a thing as tha t be mutual ?— Yes ; there was a hint thrown out I  think by Mr.
Gillies—properly speaking by Mr. Higinbotham — about 1872, as to the advisability of the Hobson’s Bay 
Company taking the traffic as far as Berwick.

1414. T heie  is no difficulty in that ?— No difficulty ; but, as I  tell you, Mr. Finlayson will go throu°h 
the whole of such details. b

1415. B y  the H on. J . Cumming.— Can you tell me w hat the area of the land is from Flinders street 
and the Y arra, between Swanston street and the continuation of Spring street to the Y arra?— I  think, in the 
case of the one where the circus stood, it was from sixteen to tw enty acres, and, on the side next to the 
Yarra, I  think it is tw enty six acres— I  am speaking from memory.

1416. Do you know what area of that belongs to the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company ?— T hat is 
^respective of the Hobson s Bay Railway Company. O ut of that block the Hobson’s Bay Railway Com­
pany occupy about from thirteen to fourteen acres.

1417. T hat is, between sixty and seventy acres in that place altogether?— Yes.
1418. Do not you th ink th a t upon tha t land provision could be made for a large goods traffic ?— On

which portion ?
1419.. On each side of it— on the whole of it— th a t is, supposing the goods were brought in on the 

level of your lines a t present ?—I f  they brought the viaduct in at the higher level, so as to occupy the 
piece of land next Stephen street, there would be some difficulty in getting to the low land.

1420. I f  the goods are brought in and dispatched along your lines, could not provision be made there 
for a large goods traffic upon each side of the line ?— I f  it  were brought upon the same level.

1421. A nd using both sides of your line?— Before fixing myself to that answer, I  would be obliged
to ask you another point, to tell me the junction point where you join ?

1422. T hat is an engineering question ?— B ut it guides me in my answer, for the simple reason that 
it is possible tha t the junction point at the level might be dangerous for the traffic.

1423. Supposing you were interested in providing this accommodation, to have a junction a t those 
places that you thought most suitable,— could you make provision over th a t area for the accommodation 
of a large goods traffic?— Undoubtedly, on both sides of the line, if  the running powers were taken 
advantage of.

1424. A nd you could get exit or entrance by your present goods station on the east side of Swanston 
street, and also you could easily make provision to get to the level of Flinders street both at Russell and 
Spring streets, could you not, w ith drays I  mean ?— I f  advantage is taken of the running powers coming 
in on our line, all the land to the south o f our railway could be easily taken advantage of. The land on the 
north of our railway could not be so easily occupied, because the heights between Flinders street and our 
railway would be too great, I  am afraid, for the occupation of the land.

1425. B ut you could make approaches ?— You could make approaches, but the difference of level is 
very great.

1426. Do not you think the position as suitable to receive produce from Gippsland, and to dispatch 
goods to Gippsland, as the  present Spencer street station ?— I  say, that if  they had the advantage of the 
running powers over the company’s railway, all the land on the south side, and a great portion on the north 
side could be taken advantage of.

1427. A nd any produce from Gippsland for export could be dispatched as advantageously to Sand- 
ridge by your line as by the Government line to Williamstown ?— Yes, bu t tha t does not of course apply to 
cattle.

1428. B ut does th a t imply th a t there m ight be no necessity to take any goods beyond the present 
Hobson’s Bay railway station, and th a t the only provision beyond that would be necessary for cattle ?—
Yes, for cattle and wood.

1429. I t  has been stated here, th a t about 120,000 tons of wood are received at Spencer street station 
annually, and that about 25,000 are dispatched to the south side of the Yarra, and 25,000 tons to Bruns­
wick ; tha t leaves about 70,000 tons to be accounted for, is tha t consumed in Melbourne ?— Yes.

1430. These 70,000 and the 25,000 tons consumed on the south side of the Y arra could be as readily 
sent from the place you refer to as from Spencer street ?— Yes.

1431. A nd as conveniently distributed to Melbourne, would it not, think you, be more conveniently 
distributed ? is it  not nearer to the population ?— I t  is somewhat similar as far as the consumption o f  
Melbourne proper is concerned.

1432. The places where the consumption goes over radiate from that place to the south of the Y arra  
and Collingwood and Melbourne. Have you any idea w hat the quantity of cattle is likely to be from Gipps­
land ?—The estimate tha t I  made in 1871 I  th ink was 150 a-week. I  do not know whether I  am correct 
or not.

1433. I t  has been stated, tha t it will be 400 a week ?— I  am not in a position to contradict that*

R a ilw a y s . g



wiiiiam Eiedon, 1434. How many head of cattle do they put into a truck ?— T hat I  know not.
cotumued 1435. I t  has been stated th a t they put in ten— how many trucks would be required to accommodate

23rd August is?7. 4 5 0  head of cattle ?— T h at would be over forty trucks.
1436. In  a week ?— Yes.
1437. Suppose that, instead of taking those cattle trucks, and carrying them  by an expensive 

viaduct from your station to Spencer street, a  tramway were laid down from your cattle yards to Batman’s
Hill, do you th ink  th a t would be any very serious obstruction to the traffic, taking forty trucks in the
week ?— I  th ink  not. Mr. H iginbotham ’s evidence is, I  believe—and he ought to be a better authority 
than m yself—that i t  would be a serious obstruction to the carts going to and from the goods sheds. I 
differ from him, but I  must say he ought to know better than I  do. ,

1438. I  th ink  there is a misapprehension. I  think his objection was tha t the viaduct would 
cross the chief approach to the goods sheds at the end of Collins street, bu t if  the trucks were taken along 
the present level of F linders street they would go round Batman’s Hill, and thence go on to the' cattle 
yards ?— Yes.

1439. You propose widening one of the tunnels under the approach to P rince’s Bridge, do you 
n o t? — Y e s ; the passenger tunnel.

1440. A nd when you have th a t completed it will give you increased running ability there, would: it 
not ?— Yes.

1441. How much more ability would you have to run  trains out and in than at present ?—I  think I 
could take 600 or 700 trains a-day.

1442. T h a t would be nearly double your present ability ?— Yes.
1443. B y  the H o n . Captain Cole.— Would you be, w ithout engineering difficulties, able to carry out 

the proposed line to some portion under Swanston street and under F linders street, coming out somewhere 
near Queen street ?— Through the circus ground ?

1444. A  tunnel. A re there any engineering difficulties ?— I t  could be done. I t  is a matter of money.
1445. Have you any idea if  it could be carried further than that, underneath the Custom House, 

say ?— I  should th ink the outlet of the tunnel would be somewhere opposite our present terminus in Eliza­
beth street. T hat is as n e a ra s  I  can guess.

1446. A t the end of the station ?— No ; about the middle of the ground ; about Elizabeth street.
1447. Would tha t be preferable to having a line from Spring street, along Flinders street, to connect 

w ith Spencer street ?—I  scarcely know, for the simple reason that the money value would have to be taken 
into consideration in that case. 1

1 4 4 8 . W hat would be the cost?— I  would not care about giving an opinion, because I  think it is 
foolish for an engineer to give an opinion of tha t description. I t  is nothing bu t a guess. H e has nothing 
to  guide him.

1449. I t  would be a rough guess ?— A  very rough guess. -
1450. B ut at a rough guess, say how much a yard— you know the estimate of a tunnel—there would 

be no difficulty in doing it ?— I t  could be done, but I  would rather be excused forming an estimate of it, 
because you would not only have to consider the execution of the work, but also the money value of the 
buildings th a t would have to be bought. ^

1451. You th ink there would be ho difficulty in coming by a tunnel going underneath that part and 
coming out somewhere clear of the traffic of your raihyay a t Swanston street ?—A t first glance, as I.say, it 
appears there would be no difficulty in doing i t ; bu t even then, you have to cross Elizabeth street and
Queen street. - : • _ ' , 4

1452. U nder E lizabeth street ?— Go through the whole lot o f th e m ; then you would get below the
w ater level. _ _

1453. W ould th a t be one of the engineering difficulties?— Yes.
1454. T h at could be surm ounted ?— Even that could be got over for a certain amount of money. _
1455. I t  appears to me, th a t there is plenty of fall, bu t I  simply ask w hether it could be done ?—It 

could be done a t an expense. •*’
1456. There is nothing to prevent it  except money ?—No.
1457. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace .— You made an estimate, I  believe, in  connection with the 

Hobson’s Bay line and the Spencer street line ?— Yes, about fifteen years ago.
1458. Do you th ink  that, supposing th a t connection was made, the goods could be brought equally 

cheap or cheaper from Gippsland to the railw ay at Spencer street, than by the O uter Circle line ?—Yes.
T he witness withdrew.

A lexander Kennedy Smith, Esq., C .E ., M .L.A., called.
A.K. Smith, E,q„ 1459. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood .— You have paid some little attention, I  think, to the plans that
23rd l̂’uguatts77 have been submitted in another place by the Government ?— Yes, I  have.

1460. A s an engineer ?—As an engineer. ,
1461. You have also, I  think, had a considerable experience and much to do w ith the Pres®̂  

Hobson’s Bay line, more particularly w ith  the B righton portion of it ?— I  was engineer and projector ot the
suburban line. 9 y

1462. You are of course acquainted w ith all the railways and the general run  01 the country . •
1463. Deferring now to the description of the proposed direct line to connect Melbourne, as pu  ̂

lished by H ansard , the term inus is to be on the eastern side of P rince’s Bridge, and it is to be on t e eve
of the rails of the old suburban line ?—Yes, to occupy the  position of the old suburban line. ■ ■

1464. From  there it runs on the north side of the present Hobson’s Bay railway pretty  ne y 
parallel as far as Richmond, and crosses the line by the N orth Melbourne cricket ground, I  think ,
runs parallel for the distance of a  mile, and then a t the  Melbourne cricket ground it crosses over e op
Hobson’s Bay line at a pretty acute angle. f  t  t0

1465. A nd a t w hat height above the line ?— A  height under the soffit of th e  arch , 
14 feet 8 inches ; then  the depth between the surface of the line and the underside of the  soffit ot e *
In all 17 feet or 18 feet, according to the plan adopted and the construction of the bridge.

1466. From  there it crosses the river a t a very oblique angle ?— Yea.



1467. Carried on a tim ber viaduct ?— Yes, all the way. a.k .smith,Esq.,
1468. And again crosses the line at the South Y arra  station ?— Yes. C'fontinue'<£'’
1469. Crossing at w hat height there  ?— A t the same height, namely, about 17 feet. 23rd August 1877.
1470. T hen from the P rince’s Bridge to this crossing a t the N orth Melbourne cricket ground, are 

you aware w hether the  line is on a level or not ?— T here has been no plan submitted to the House, and 
therefore I  am not aware ; I  presume that running into the terminus would be on a level.

1471. I t  is not usual to have an ascent or descent into a station?— N ot unless the physical features 
of the country renders it necessary ; in this case it does not.

1472. A nd w hat height would th a t viaduct run over the low ground about Jolim ont at the end of 
Spring street ?— A bout 34 feet above the level o f the valley.

1473. A nd  is there any proposition to make th a t land the term inus?— T he height tha t they are
above the ground level prevents them  from using such ground for station purposes.

1474. I t  would be impossible to fill up 32 feet ?— N ot impossible.
1475. Financially impossible ; I  mean would the line be brought out then at the level of Flinders 

street at* the intersection of Swanston street ?— T he level of the old line a t present approximates very 
closely to the surface level of Swanstou street.

1476. And from Swanston street, in w hat way is it  proposed to connect w ith  Spencer street ?—•
1 can only judge from a rough sketch of the line, w hich I  th ink you have a copy of there, that they
propose shunting the goods aw ay to the eastw ard and then carrying a tram w ay along Flinders street to 
Spencer s tr e e t ; the difference of level between Swanston and Spencer streets being 36 feet.

1477. A nd is th a t tram way proposed to be carried along F linders street ?— I t  shows so upon the plan, 
but I  am not prepared to say w hat th e ir intentions are ; of course they have the power to deviate from the 
plans. I  am not prepared to to say w hat the intention was, from the description given in another place it 
was supposed th a t the tram w ay would run along the street.

1478. W hat is your opinion ; is such a line as that advisable ?— By no means.
1479. W h y ? — I t  would subject a considerable portion of the street to a very im portant interference, 

and I  think to couple the whole lines of the colony w ith the G ippsland line ought to be done, and in some 
other manner than  by a horse tram way.

1480. You th ink  it would not be well, th a t there should be a junction between the principal lines
and the Gippsland line ?— Yes, I  th in k  so, if  only to take the engines and rolling stock, and rails and
sleepers, and so on a t the first com m encem ent; there ought to be a connection in the first instance, but not 
in the manner proposed or b rought before the public by any of the parties.

1481. Do you th ink tha t the junction  proposed would be objectionable ?— Yes.
1482. A part altogether from any after use it  m ight be put to ?— Yes.
1483. Is  there  any other way in w hich you can suggest a junction from P rince’s B ridge to Spencer 

street ?— The plan th a t I  most approve of is, to have running powers over the present line and from Queen 
street, which is the term inus of the ir property, to connect Spencer street station w ith  the line by a railw ay 
laid upon the ground level, th a t is, not upon a viaduct.

A ' 1484. T hat railway, as I  understand you, would be to the south of F linders street line ? South of 
the building line so' as to enable it to be fenced in, except at the  entrance to the Falls Bridge, which is 
40 feet wide, and the Queen’s W harf, and the other portion to be fenced in, till they get as far w est as 
Spencer s tre e t; it would cross th a t street on a level and go past the  dock and then go into the station 
ground on the level. .

1485. I f  I  understand you, you say there is a difference of level of 36 feet between P rin ce ’s Bridge .
And Spring street.

1486. W hat is the. difference in level between P rin ce ’s B ridge station as proposed to be made and 
Spencer s tree t?— T he suburban station, taking the continuance of the line through the H obsons Bay 
station, the difference is only about 4 feet down to Spencer street.

1487. T h a t is the natural fall o f F linders street ?— T he natural fall of Flinders street. F linders 
street falls down to  K ing street, and then it  slightly rises up to Spencer street.

1488. B u t carrying the  railw ay as you suggest along the south side of F linders street inside the 
fences, would th a t not seriously inconvenience the traffic across the Falls bridge, and also down to the w h a rf .
—N o. I f  you take into consideration the very small amount of goods traffic th a t it would be necessary to 
send to Spencer street, such as cattle for instance, there  would not be many trains. I  suppose two tiaras in 
a day, or even one, would take all the  goods there  for many years ; and it  would pass the five chains at 
those openings in about tw o minutes. T h a t would be all the inconvenience to the  public from those tiaras.

1489. T hen  you anticipate th a t the bulk of th e  goods and the whole of the  traffic in passengeis fiom 
Gippsland would be delivered in M elbourne, and not a t Spencer street ?— As an engineer, I  would strong y 
suggest their having a station a t the  north  of the old suburban line. T here is ample ground theie, t  eie is 
no less than sixteen acres ; and it  would give a frontage from near RusseU street up to Jolim ont ro£d- ' ^

1490. T ha t is, assuming th a t they have running powers, and come in upon the level of the H obsons 
Bay line ?— I  assume th a t they take the same ground as they  now do for a passengei station, an a e le 
running powers over the line a t present from South Y arra  down to the old subuiban station, w ic i  is a very 
excellent and central situation for passengers ; bu t th a t the goods be sent beneath Swanston s ree as a 
present to Spencer s t r e e t ; that is, the  very small quantity  of goods that would go there, and passengeis s ou 
not go there. P rince’s Bridge is 47 chains nearer to Brunsw ick than Spencer street is.

1491. W ill you state w hether there is room for the passenger traffic to the  n o r th  of the hue, and
where would you propose to place all the  goods traffic ?— From  a point midway between Russell and Stephen 
streets and continuing all the  way along Jolim ont road there is an a r e a  of over 1 acres, ac^„h ,

2 perches of which belong to the corporation, a portion of Flinders park. T h a t is the portion of * o 
north of the railw ay which would make a most admirable goods station, inasmuch as it has several outlets, 
and it  is very central both for passengers and goods.

1492. M ore central than Spencer street ?— Much more so. I f  the firewood be taken there to
Spencer street it would have to be taken back again. I f  you refer to the plan, you will see i is he
extreme w est of the city, and 70,000 tons are consumed in Collragwood, F itzroy, and the east pa t  of 
c i ty ,T d  therefore the cartage would be less from the place I  mention than from Spencer street, The
situation is more central altogether.



a^ .  smith, Esq., 1493. A nd in your opinion there is ample room for both passengers and goods traffic—that is, for the
°'edntmuet" class of goods traffic th a t would naturally go there ?— There is ample room if  the population were ten times 

23rd August 1377. a s  m u c h .

1494. A nd if  it  be found afterwards that the ground is not sufficient, could the ground on the south 
side of the line be utilized ?— Yes ; there are fourteen acres on the south side of Flinders park that could 
be used. T he corporation have been lately filling it  up to a certain level above the usual flood level, but it

• would be necessary to have some other protection against such severe floods as we had in December 1863. 
Those floods affect the present station, I  may say. T he ground occupied by the Hobson’s Bay railway 
station is upon the same level as the ground I  am now describing.

1495. In  connection w ith the same m atter of floods, are you aware that a scheme has been lately 
laid  before the H arbor T ru st for altering the course of the river, making a fresh cut and passing over that 
hollow ground ju s t near P rince’s Bridge, filling up the present course of the river, and throwing it into a 
central station ?— Yes, I  am aware of that. I  th ink the circumstances would not warrant such an 
expenditure a t the present time. Perhaps a hundred years after this, when the amount of traffic has 
developed itself, it would require a m uch larger accommodation, bu t at present, at any rate, you Could get 
seventy acres more for station ground, if  you wished it.

1496. Then, in your opinion, would it be advisable to take the whole of this passenger and heavy 
traffic round the O uter Circle line ?—No, I  th ink not.

1497. W hy not?— I t  is a mistaken policy altogether. There is such a thing as the cost of running of a 
6rain per mile, and at the present time, looking at the cost of the line as amounting to nearly a million, it is 
v ery  necessary to shorten the distance over which traffic has to be carried as much as possible. A t present 
the  total amount of traffic estimated is £53,000 a-year, and if  you take £1,000,000 at five per cent, that is 
£50,000, without estim ating anything for working expenses w hatever ; in other words, the G-ippsland line 
will cause a loss of between £25,000 and £30,000 per annum.

1498. You spoke of the cost of running upon the line. Do you know w hat it is per mile ?—I  do 
not know the Government cost per mile, but I  am quite in favor of a line connecting the outward suburbs 
w ith  the city, but it is for the  G overnm ent or a company to construct an O uter Circle line upon its own 
basis, not to connect it w ith the line to Gippsland. I  may say that, when I  projected the suburban line, 
th e  station at Hawthorn was left so much below the level of the road there for the purpose of carrying the 
line on to Heidelberg via  Kew, and tha t would be a very good way of m aking the Outer Circle line ; but 
to  carry the whole of the Gippsland traffic round there would be simply a blunder.

1499. A nd would be a financial blunder, in th a t it would entail an extra expense in the cost per mile 
o f the carriage ?— The very  wood th a t they talk  about being used at Brunsw ick would cost so much more, 
th e  distance being so much greater round. T hen I  find tha t it skirts the town boundary of Brunswick, and 
the people m ust send to th a t station to get the  wood, when they have to load and unload; tha t is the greatest 
portion of the expense. I  am aware that, under other circumstances, having the wood a little  nearer to them 
would be an advantage, bu t under present circumstances, I  do not th ink it is worth taking into consideration 
a t all.

1500. You have dealt w ith the goods coming from Gippsland. W here, in your opinion, would the 
bulk of the goods go from and to Gippsland ? Taking the city as a whole, do you imagine Spencer street 
would be a central spot ?— N ot so central as P rince’s Bridge, or to the east of P rince’s Bridge.

1501. You th ink the bulk of the goods going to Gippsland would be supplied from houses of business 
nearer to P rince’s Bridge than to Spencer street ?— Yes ; the one being a t the extreme end of the city, and 
the other nearer to the centre.

1502. W ould not th a t apply even with greater force w henever the proposed alterations in the river 
by the H arbor T rust are carried out either by canal or docks ?— O f course it would, because they would 
simply run  the trains alongside and load into vessels.

1503. A nd the same facility •would, be of use in shipping goods from Gippsland ?—Yes.
1504. So that, w hether for goods going to or coming from Gippsland, you meant th a t Prince’s Bridge 

would be the most central station ?— Yes.
1505. Have you any notion how long it would take to construct the wooden viaduct to South Yarra? 

— I  heard it given in evidence last n ight tha t it would be eighteen months, but my opinion is, that it might 
be from th a t to two years ; but the other portion of the line to Oakleigh could be made in six months. 
Therefore the public would be able to use the Gippsland line at least twelve months earlier, besides saving 
a present expediture of £126,000, and allow that amount of money to be diverted either to supply rolling- 
stock or to make railways in other parts of the colony.

1506. T hat is always upon the assumption that you take running powers from South Y arra ?” Yes; 
as an engineer, I  say tha t th a t is the  best plan under the circumstances.

1507. Do you think that is a better plan than running from E l stern wick ?— Yes ; it is more 
immediate, more direct.

1508. W ould it not very seriously and unfairly interfere w ith the traffic of the Hobson’s Bay line?— 
I t  would to all intents and purposes. T he line coming in at South Y arra, and running up towards Toorak 
and M alvern, would tap all tha t portion of the traffic th a t now passes over the  Hobson’s Bay line.

1509. In  fact, it would divert a considerable portion of the  traffic th a t now comes to the Hobson’s 
Bay line ?— Yes.

1510. In  w hat time do you imagine th a t the connection between E lsternw ick and Oakleigh could be 
constructed ?— In  as short a tim e as the o ther— six months. T here are no engineering difficulties 
w hatever.

1511. A s an engineer, w hat is your opinion— th a t this D irect L ine should be constructed, or running 
powers taken ?— Running powers, by all means.

1512. W here from ?— South Y arra  ; and I  would suggest running powers to be taken for a number 
of years— three, five, or seven years, w hatever they m ight m utually agree upon ; and then I  would point 
out that a t any subsequent period, if  it is found necessary to construct the line as now suggested, they have 
the same opportunity of doing it. A ll tha t is required, is to go back a little  to the eastward at South 
Y arra to pass over the line a t a sufficient height.

1513. Then they could carry out the present scheme ?— Then, i f  desirable ; but I do not think they 
would, but they would have the opportunity of doing so.



1514. I  th ink  th e  Hobson’s B ay Company at present have the ir line extended to the foot of Queen a k smith em 
street?— Yes, th a t is the  boundary. c.e„ mY a! ; '

1515. I  think you have already suggested that, though a v iaduct m ight be easily carried from there  A i S t W  
to connect Spencer street, a level line would be better ?— I t  would answ er all the purposes a t uresent

1516. A nd save some £80,000 ?— Y es.
1517. Can you inform us as to the relative cost o f transport between P rince’s B ridge and Sandridgc 

and P rince’s B ridge and W illiam stown ?— T he cost is in proportion to the difference of the length. T he 
difference is, I  believe, seven m iles—that is, i f  it  goes round to W illiamstown, the  distance is nine and 
three-quarter miles from the  E lizabeth-street station ; and to the Bay the other way is two and a half 
miles, m aking seven miles ex tra  cost to W illiamstown.

1518. A nd that, at the present average cost o f running, would be about 2s. 6d. a  ton, would it not ?__
I  think it  is 4s 5d. M elbourne to W illiamstown.

1519. D educt the difference ?— I t  makes a difference of 2s. 6d. a  ton.
1520. T hat applies to goods both coming in and going out ?—Yes, it  applies to both.
1521. You^ are quite certain in your own mind th a t ample accommodation for a railway station 

can be got a t P rin ce’s B ridge ?— A m ple, if  the population o f the colony w ere ten  millions instead of 
only one.

1522. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— You have given a good deal o f consideration to this question of 
connecting O akleigh w ith  M elbourne ?— I  have.

1523. You have given your views in public, have you not, in the  Assem bly ?— Yes.
1524. T he  whole line will cost something like a million, when completed, from G-ippsland to 

Melbourne ?— I  have been informed th a t the line projected from the  other side of .the river is to cost 
£243,000, and I  understand th a t £750,000 have been already expended, and was led to believe th a t the 
approximate cost o f the  whole line would be about a million. O f course th a t would be now reduced by the 
difference between the D irect L ine upon the north  side o f th e  riv er and the south.

1525. T he difference between £127,000 and £243,000 ?— Yes, about that.
1526. W ithou t the suburban station, as I  understand the evidence of M r. W atson, it  did not include 

the cost of the suburban station, bu t did include the cost o f all other land than  th a t taken from the  Hobson’s 
Bay Company ?— T he cost as given by the G overnm ent from Oakleigh to there  is £30,000, then from the 
Hobson’s B ay line to the Y arra  from the eastern end of the Botanical G ardens would have to be added to 
that sum ; bu t w hether th a t £30 ,000  is really  included in th e  estim ates I  am not aware.

1527. I  th ink  M r. H iginbotham  said it  was in  the £243,000 ?— I  th ink  so too, from a question I  
asked the Commissioner of Railw ays. H e said the total cost, M elbourne to Oakleigh, would be £126,602, 
and that of course would include th e  land.

1528. I f  th a t is the  original project, and the original project was to take it th rough the Botanical 
Gardens—if  there had been no gardens there, and no G overnm ent House, would you have approved of it  ?
—Yes, I  would have been more in favour o f i t ; bu t the  long viaduct th a t was proposed was an altogether 
unnecessary work and very  costly.

1529. T hen  the D irect L ine is an im provem ent upon th a t ?—Yes, it is a saving of £117,000, which 
is an important point.

1530. H aving regard  to so m uch being spent upon th is G ippsland line, £800,000, do you th ink it 
would be advisable for the  G overnm ent to take running powers from any company, so as to interfere w ith 
or take the control of th a t line out o f themselves ?— I  speak as an expert, and I  say th a t the interference 
would be a mere nothing.

1531. T here  would be a little ? — I  do not th ink  it  w ould be interference. A t the present time there 
are about eighty-four trains a day passing Richm ond each way, and th a t gives an average of thirteen 
minutes each way. I  heard  the  engineer say ju s t  now, th a t ordinarily they run  tra ins even oftener in the 
morning ; bu t even i f  you run  your trains a t th a t time, it would not a t all in terfere w ith the ordinary traffic 
of their railway. There is nothing to prevent th e ir  m aking arrangem ents for that.

1532. But, w orking as the  Hobson’s B ay line is now doing w ith 300 trains coming in and going out 
in the eighteen hours, do no t you th ink  th a t the powers of the H obson’s B ay line are taxed  almost to the ir 
full capacity ?—N o ; bu t besides th e ir tra in s coming in to the eastw ard of P rince’s Bridge upon the old 
suburban railw ay would not interfere w ith  the  E lizabeth street station, w here the  large num ber of trains 
you speak o f get rid  of the ir passengers, the large num ber you speak of are the whole from St. K ilda and 
everywhere else ; there  are only eighty-four trains passing Richm ond.

1533. E ighty-four only a t present ?— E ighty-four a t present each way, being a double line.
1534. In  tak ing  running powers from South Y arra, th a t would be about two miles, or two and a half, 

from the station ?— Y es ; two and a h a lf  miles from the E lizabeth-street station.
1535. Supposing you were called upon as an expert, as the engineer in connection w ith this G overn­

ment line, to make arrangem ents w ith  the Hobson’s B ay line as to running powers ; how would you define 
what running powers should be. B oth the G overnm ent and the company know to a fraction of a penny 
what the cost o f running  is per mile, and the  cost of goods per ton— they know i t ; they can schedule it a t 
so much for repairs, so m uch for labor, so much for general superintendence ; and they can tell the cost of 
each train  per mile over the ra ilw ay ; and would simply find out w hat th a t equation was, and express it  in 
their agreement.

1536. Suppose you were ac ting  as engineer on behalf of the  Governm ent, would you suggest th a t 
that agreem ent should be an agreem ent in perpetu ity  or m erely for a short period?— I  would not suggest for 
perpetuity ; bu t for a  certain  tim e, and not for a short time.

1537. W hy not for 999 years ?— I f  you ask me for th e  reason, I  cannot see any good reason why it 
should not be for th a t time.

1538. W ould no t i t  be all the  better, in  the in terest of the G overnm ent, th a t it should be for a  
lengthened period ?— Y es, I  th ink  so.

1539. Do you th in k  there  could be any well founded objection on the p a rt o f the Hobson’s Bay 
Company to g ran t th a t power in perpetuity ?— I  do not know w hat the ir opinion may be as to the  policy of 
giving a g ran t over a small portion of the ir line ; but, looking a t it from the Governm ent side, it  is a most 
desirable th ing to obtain.



a.k. smith, Esq̂  1540. I f  such a th ing could be obtained in perpetuity, w hat condition Vvould you ask', as engineer on
C'miM behalf of the Government— for I  am now putting you in th a t position— w hat terms would you seek to obtain 

23rd August 1S77. from the Hobson’s Bay line as to those running powers ; how would you arrange as to the number of trains ?
I  assume that the  Government w ant to run, this year, tw enty trains a day, not over the whole line to Sale,' 
but for 20 miles out from Melbourne, and w ant to run tw enty trains a day for the first year ; the next year 
they w ant to run  forty ; and they want to have the privilege, perhaps, of every five years of increasing the 
number by tw enty trains. Do you th ink it would be possible for you, as the engineer acting on behalf of 
the line, to get the engineer on the other side to concede any such terms as those, or would they be imprac­
ticable ?—T he amount to be charged would depend on the number of trains, the number of miles to be run, 
the passengers and the goods conveyed ; th a t would be the base of the agreement. And then, as to the 
permission of the engineer of the Hobson’s Bay line to  run a larger quantity of trains, say forty or fifty per 
day, as you state, the only thing then to be done would be to widen the bridge over the Y arra, and to put 
down a th ird  line of rails, which would -make the G overnm ent entirely independent of any interference 
w ith the other traffic. I  always suppose tha t they come in to the eastern portion of the city, and occupy 
for the  goods station both the low-lying grounds outside the station and the old station, besides having the 
power of sending goods to Sandridge for export, or bringing up imported goods— for the running powers 
would not be sufficient w ithout that. . '

1541. To obtain such powers as I  have been speaking about from the Hobson’s Bay line, do you 
th ink tha t they could be obtained for anything like the amount th a t I  have heard named— about £1200 to 
£1500 a year?— I  believe th a t statem ent ; the offer has been made by the company, and if  I  were their 
engineer, I  would endeavor to get better terms; I  think it  is too little. You ask my opinion, and that is my 
opinion.

1542." B ut suppose the directors of the Hobson’s Bay Company said to you; we will give the 
privilege for a period of five or seven years, would you in the interest of the Government think it 
desirable to take it  for a limited time ?— Undoubtedly, I  . would ; it  saves an expenditure of money that 
we require for other purposes, and leaves it  always open to the Government to make the same line at any 
future time.

1543. I f  you take it  for that limited time would it  not mean this, th a t coming to the close of that, 
the Government would be at the mercy of the company and have to buy them out at any figure ?—-It does 
not follow, because they could prepare tlreif other line and have it  open before the termination of the contract 
w ith the company, always excepting about-ten chains close to South Y arra. : ....

1544. Then, would you advise the Government to acquire the righ t at once to have the same power 
a t any time ?— I t  is all public property— it runs through the property of the City of Melbourne Corporation, 
and crosses no private property till it crosses the Y arra. I t  m ight be well, as a m atter of policy, for the 
Governm ent to buy the land at th a t point, to prevent valuable property being built upon it.

1545. A nd by th a t means secure themselves against exhorbitant terms being extorted to the end of 
time ?— J u s t  so, a t the  same time, I  give my own opinion tha t such a case would not arise.

1546. You do not know w hat directors may be in power at the end of this year, or what change'may 
come over the Hobson’s Bay line ?— No ; I  speak of the policy of the Government. My suggestion is to 
occupy the low-lying ground. They would then, if they considered it necessary, if there was any good 
reason for constructing a line as they now propose, be able to do it. B ut I  do not think they would ever 
attem pt to make tha t change, i f  they occupied the low-lying ground. '

1547. I  th ink th a t is a very good suggestion of yours, and would suit the city admirably. ; Were 
you here when M r. H iginbotham  was giving his evidence ?— I  was not, I  read his evidence in the paper.

1548. H ave you formed any opinion of w hat would be the cost o f conveying goods from the 
suburban station to the Flinders street station— w hat would be the difference of cost per ton drawn by 
steam and drawn by horse power. . . . . .

1549. I  have gone over a rough calculation, of course, not going into minutiae, and I  think it would 
exceed the cost of transit by steam from three to four times, a t least from three hundred to four hundred 
per cent. ' . . "

1550. Then, as to connecting Oakleigh by the O uter Circle, if  I  understand your evidence correctly, 
you do not approve of tha t scheme in connection with the Gippsland line ?— No, certainly not.

1551. Would you state shortly to the Committee your reasons for being opposed to that line' in 
connection w ith the Gippsland line '?— I t  is taking all the traffic from Gippsland an unnecessary distance, in 
going round about to arrive at the Spencer street station. In  the first place I  object to it as being more 
costly, and in the nex t place as taking the goods and passengers to a station tha t is not a t all central. Those 
are the two prim ary objections tha t I  take, to it, and a th ird  one is tha t I  believe tha t a much better line 
can be constructed to give accommodation to the population who are now clamourous for the Outer Circle 
railway. ' . . . .

1552. Is  it  well to m ix up w ith a merely suburban passenger line a goods line?—In  my own Opinion 
it  is not, i f  you can avoid it, and in this case you can avoid it. You send your goods quicker to the 
terminus, quicker to the port of shipment, and a t a less cost. Those are two very important advantages.

1553. I  suppose, in addition to the cost of conveying goods and passengers by the Outer Circle, there 
would be a great delay in stopping a t different stations. T he stations would be numerous upon the Outei 
Circle line ?— T hey could not work except a t additional expense, it would make delay in time and increase 
the cost. '

1554. A re you aware w hether there are greater facilities afforded to the people now residing in those 
suburbs of getting to their homes at a small cost by cabs and omni busses ?— T hat is w ithin a certain radius, 
bu t not going out so far as the O uter Circle line. . ’ ,

1555. T ake Brunsw ick ?— No one would ever think of going from Brunswick to Spencer street to
come to M elbourne. ' V  : ' . r ,

1556. I  am informed th a t you can get to B runsw ick for threepence. Do you th ink it woiild be 
possible for any company to carry on traffic and carry passengers four miles for threepence and make a 
profit out of it ?— Do you mean a tramway ? 1 '

1557. A  railw ay?—Passengers load and unload themselves, and if  you have a very large traffic,.a 
very  small rate per mile will pay.



1558. B y  the H on. N . F itzgerald .— Supposing the Government refuse to adopt your suggestion a . k .  smith, Esq., 

that you make as the  easipr plan, you aro aware th a t there are other plans of connecting Oakleigh with C'mhanued!"' 
Melbourne before the G overnm ent?— Yes. 3rd August is77.

1559. I f  the  Governm ent refuse to take running powers, which do you th ink  the nex t best system 
of carrying the Gippsland traffic, of all the schemes before the public ?— I  think Millane’s line has advantages 
which the O uter Circle line has not.

1560. B ut I  presume you think it  im portant to connect all the goods traffic w ith the central depot 
at Spencer street, if  possible?—:Yes. .

1561. T his does not supply any connection w ith Spencer street ?— T h at is the disadvantage of his 
scheme; and he suggests a plan which I  do not admire at all.

1562. B u t except that, do you th ink the O uter Circle line preferable to the line in th is Bill, call it 
the Government line ?— I  am. ra ther a t a difficulty there, I  would prefer this line if  they would construct it 
properly, even w ithout running pow ers; but if  they keep it at th a t great height it is very objectionable, and 
I  would ju s t about as soon have the Outer Circle.

1563. B u t you spoke of Brunswick and Northcote, and so on, all round there  there are factories, and 
bricks are made there, they  have to be brought to Melbourne, would not that form an item ?— No, no one 
would send bricks or bluestone, by railway.

1564. In  advising a second station for the railway to Gippsland, it  would add to the cost—it 
could not be done w ith  the same economy as if  done a t one station at Spencer street ?— There would be 
no difficulty in connecting Spencer street, and m aking th a t the central station, though I  say it  is not
advisable. ,, ,

1565. T hen would the facilities be greater by connecting w ith  the Hobson’s B ay railway, than from 
the corner of Spencer s tre e t ; certainly, as I  understand, it would run  w ithin the Hobson’s Bay reserve to 
Queen street ?— Y e s .,

1566. B ut Queen street is the g reat outlet from  south to n o r th ; th a t would be a great public incon­
venience ?— W here would the inconvenience be ?

1567. W ould not the inconvenience be the same at the w harf ?— I  am entirely opposed to a tram way 
on the street. ^

1568. I  understand you, tha t there  is no great difference in point off convenience, between the tram ­
way suggested by the Governm ent and the tram w ay suggested by you ?— I  do not suggest any tram way 
at all. .

1569. H ow  would you connect them  th en ?— B y a railway upon the ground level.
1570. T hen  there would be no difference, in point of public convenience, in a  line of rails connected

with Swanston street, any more than in a line of rails on the railw ay reserve ?— Yes, because the present 
scheme of the Government is to run up as far east as Spring street, and run a tram way down Flinders street 
along its entire length.

1571. Quite so, bu t the traffic in Flinders street is smallest between Spring street and Swanston 
street ?— Yes.

1572. T he public convenience begins practically a t the  Falls B ridge ?— Yes.
1573. From  there to Spencer street, as to public convenience, the Governm ent scheme, and your

scheme to the Hobson’s Bay railway, are equal ?— N o ; a tram w ay is much more objectionable.
1574. I  do not speak of a  tram way, I  speak of a railway ?—You are comparing th n  two propositions,

the rails are the same. . . . .
1575. I  suppose th a t the Government yield to popular opinion in substituting horses for locomotives, 

except the rails, they  are the  same, the power m erely is different ?— I  say, th a t going along the street is very
objectionable indeed. - ..

1576. W ould the inconvenience be any greater from the one scheme than from the other, suppose both
use locomotives ?— Certainly.

1577. W here?— There would be nearly two miles of it  to begin w ith ; the one is the whole 
length of the street, and a backward shunting, you have to shunt back your goods from Swanston street 
to Spring street, and then  bring them  all the way back the entire length ; I  could show you upon
the plan. . „ , „

1578. B y  the H on. J .  A . W a lla c e — A xe  you aware if  any connection can be formed irom 
the Hobson’s B ay railw ay to Spencer s tree t?— Y e s ; either upon the h igh level or upon the low

1579. Do you th ink  goods can be delivered as cheap from Gippsland by the Hobson s Bay line w ith 
that connection, as by the Outer Circle line ?— M uch'cheaper, the cost being in  proportion to the length ot
the transit. ?

1580. You are in favor of taking running powers over the  Hobson’s Bay line ?— 1 am.
1581. W hether by taking running powers or purchasing the line— which _ would you prefer ?— !  

believe it  would be sound policy in the Government to purchase the Hobson’s Bay line at the present time ;
I  think it  would be good policy. T he re tu rn  now upon th e  present Governm ent railways is 4-66 per cent., 
that is £ 4  13s. 4d. per cent. Well, if  they purchase th a t line a t anything under One hundred pounds
per share it  would pay them  about six per cent. . . , _ . .  , , ,, n

1582. Suppose the Governm ent were to purchase the line, do you think it would be better foi 
Government to keep the Hobson’s B ay  station as a passenger station, and the Spencer street station as a 
goods station ?—I t  would pay the Governm ent better to ship all their goods or to take all their im poits at 
Sandridge instead of W illiamstown, inasmuch as the difference is two miles and a ha lf _to nine miles and a 
half, and therefore they could ship goods and take m imports much cheaper than they do at Williamstown.
The cost of making the level connection w o u ld .no t exceed £5000, the locomotive connection between
Sp en cer  str ee t an d  th e  H o b so n ’s B a y  r a ilw a y  sta tio n  a t  Q u een  s t ie e t .  , , TTnHsmV* TUv

1583. A nd you th ink goods can be delivered from Gippsland equally as cheap by the Hobso B< y
railway w ith th a t connection as by the Outer Circle ? Much cheaper. ^

1584. A nd then there  is the difference over and above of the carriage over seven miles . Yes, you
save the seven miles besides. . 7 7 '

T he witness withdrew.



Xhos. Finlayaon, 
Esq.,

23rd August 1877.

Thomas Finlayson, Esq., called and examined.
1585. B y  the Chairman.— A re you the secretary of the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company ?—Yes.
1586. B y  the H on . S ir  C. Sladen.— You know, I  believe, where the proposed direct line to 

Oakleigh starts in the neighborhood of the Hobson’s Bay railway station ?—I t  starts nearly from the 
corner of Swanston and Flinders street.

1587. Close to the m arket ?— Yes.
1588. Known as the old suburban station I  believe ?— Yes.
1589. You are aware whose property tha t is ?— I t  is the property of the Melbourne and Hobson’s 

Bay U nited Railway Company.
1590. How did they acquire that property and when ?— They acquired i t  by the Amalgamation Act 

in 1865.
1591. W as th a t by grant ?—I t  was a grant of land given to the Melbourne Company, dated the 16th 

of January  1860 ; and in consequence of the amalgamation was vested in the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay 
United Company.

1592. I  suppose the Hobson’s Bay Company are entitled in fee to the land ?—Yes, they have a grant.
1593. U nder the  Amalgamation A ct, was it a direct transfer from the Melbourne Company to the 

United Company ?—I t  was a direct transfer ; but there was a further A ct to which I  beg to call your attention.
1594. H ave you th a t deed ?— I  have not.
1595. Is  the deed in the possession of the Company ?— The deed is in the possession of the solicitors, 

but I  may draw your attention to an A ct tha t was passed immediately after the amalgamation.
1596. W hich A ct was th a t?— No. 271, V iet. 28. U nder the  grant there were certain reservations.
1597. U nder the deed of grant ?—U nder the deed of grant.
1598. Do you know w hat those reservations were ?------
1599. B y  the H on. I I . Cuthbert.— Perhaps, as they are in the deed, it would be better not to refer 

to them, but produce the grant ?-r-I only speak w ith regard to the A ct.
1600. B y  the H on . S ir  C. S laden.— A t all events, the grant can be produced, if  necessary, when 

the Committee sit again ?— Yes.
1601. W hat section do you refer to ?— The second section.
1602. W ould you have the goodness to read th a t section ?— I  have only got a note of it here ; it is 

free from all reservations and exceptions for making public ways, canals, or railroads.
1603. H ad not I  better read the section as it is, if  you please, which will be in the nature of a ques­

tion to you : “ Upon and subject to the condition in the last section mentioned, the said united company 
shall hold all lands granted by the Crown to either of the amalgamated companies free from all reservations 
and exceptions contained in any Crown grant of any part or parts of such lands required or to be required 
for making public ways canals or railroads, and also free from all rights of ingress egress and regress for 
such purposes, and from any rights-of-way subsisting by virtue of any proclamation made by or under the 
authority  of the Governor in Council or by virtue of any such reservations or exceptions as aforesaid : 
Provided always th a t this section shall not apply to any roads or ways which may hereafter be proclaimed 
by or under the authority of the Governor in Council over any bridges which may be at any time hereafter 
lawfully erected over the railway of such united company.” T hat is the clause to which you allude, I  
believe ?— T hat is the clause.

1604. W hat is the effect of that ; w hat do you conceive to be the effect of that clause ?— That the 
Government have no rig h t w hatever to interfere w ith  the company’s property under any circumstances.

1605. You th ink that is an exemption from any righ t the Government could have under any Act 
either before or since ?— The company look upon it as a special arrangem ent made by Government, and 
they considered that they have paid to the T reasurer of the colony the sum of £5000 for the making of a 
bridge over the railway, also £1500 for improving the Moray street culvert and gave a level crossing at 
Ferrars street, Em erald H ill, which would be more than £1000 in consideration of having this A ct passed.

1606. T hat was a consideration for the special exemption ?— Yes.
1607. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— F ive thousand pounds for a bridge?— Five thousand pounds to 

the T reasurer to build a bridge over the ra ilw ay; £1500 to improve the Moray street culvert, which actually 
cost nearly £2000.

1608. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— Therefore, speaking on behalf of the company, you consider 
that the Governm ent have no control over th a t portion of the land w ithout the concurrence of the company ? 
— I  would go even further than that, as I  consider it was almost a breach of faith on the part of the  Legis­
lature to take any portion of the land from the company after having entered into such a contract.

1609. Has any overture been made by the Government to the company for this piece of 
ground ?— No.

1610. No communication ?— No.
1611. Would the company be in a position at the present time, if  they had really a desire to sell that 

land ?—No, they could not.
1612. Could you inform the Committee why ?— T hey would require a special A ct of Parliam ent; 

first of all they m ust have the consent of the shareholders of the company to authorize the directors to apply 
to Parliam ent for permission to sell ; and, in addition to that, they would require the permission of the 
debenture holders, inasmuch as the debenture holders hold a security over the whole undertaking of the 
company, in which is included the land belonging to the company.

1613. In  w hat amount are debentures held against the company ?— £465,300.
1614. Then they are secured ?— T he debenture holders hold security over the whole undertaking of 

the company.
1615. W hat is expressed in the debenture bond ?— Including the land now sought to be taken from 

the company.
1616. T ha t is expressed in the debenture bond ?— Yes.
1617. A re  the debentures transferable by delivery ?— Yes.
1618. Therefore, under those circumstances, until the debenture holders are paid, until the debentures 

are redeemed, the company themselves have no free control over th a t land ?— No.
1619. You look upon those debentures in the nature of a mortgage ?— They are virtually a mortgage,



1620. In  fact, if  the G overnm ent were to take this land and to give compensation, who would give a Thos Nniayson 
discharge ?— I  cannot see how the Governm ent can take it, w ithout depriving the debenture holders of the
security they now hold. 23rdTugusti877.

1621. H ow  m any are you shareholders ?— T hey are between 300 and 400 ; I  do not exactly remember 
the number.

1622. Holding between 10,000 and 11,000 shares ?— Yes, tw o-thirds of the whole number of shares 
are held in England.

1623. Tw o-thirds of the whole amount in value ?— Yes, in value ; and one-third in the colony.
1624. Tw o-thirds of the whole a m o u n t; w hat is the whole am ount?—£534,700.
1625. A nd tw o-thirds of those are held by shareholders in England ?— Yes.
1626. W hat would be the effect of the G overnm ent' laying its hands upon this land w ithout the 

consent of the company and the  shareholders at home ?— I  should think it would have a very prejudicial 
effect upon the securities of the  company, both the debentures and the shares of the company. I t  would 
prevent the company from going into the m arket to borrow money upon the same favorable terms upon which 
they have been doing.

1627. W ould it  be at all like a breach of faith upon the p a rt of this Government towards the 
company ?— I  think so ; and not only a breach of faith towards the shareholders of the company, but also a 
breach of faith towards the debenture holders of the company.

1628. T hen it would have a w ider effect than  upon the shareholders of the company, if  such a 
circumstance were known a t home ?— In  my opinion, it would not only depreciate the debentures of the 
company, bu t it  would go very much further, and depreciate the debentures of the Government.

1629. W hat effect would it have, do you think, upon the debenture holders whose debentures are 
specially secured, upon this as well as other property of the company ?— I do not th ink tha t the m arket 
value of the debentures would be the same if such a Bill as is now proposed passed, and consequently they 
would receive less money i f  they wanted to realize than they would w ithout th a t Bill.

1630. W ould there  be a feeling, th a t there was not sufficient security for holders of property here?
—There would be a w ant of confidence in any securities similar to the Hobson’s Bay Company among 
investors in England who lend money, *

1631. Can you speak from your own knowledge, as secretary of the company, w hether the loss of that 
land, or w hether the taking away of th a t land, would be depriving the company of valuable space w hich 
might be necessary in case of a  large extension of traffic?— I  certainly think th a t it would vitally affect the 
company. I f  we look a t the reports of the last five years, the increased traffic tha t has taken place on the 
line (and we have every reason to believe tha t it  will go on increasing in the same ratio), the accommodation 
that we would require would not only take in th a t land, bu t in my opinion we will require some further 
additions besides tha t. P lans have been prepared by the engineer------

1632. Some further additions o f space ?— Yes ; plans have been prepared by the engineer of the 
company nearly eight or twelve months ago, and have been partially approved of by the directors ; an 
expenditure is now going on to the ex ten t of £4500 in altering the M elbourne station ; and further, the 
plans tha t the engineer subm itted will show you tha t the whole of this land th a t the Governm ent proposed 
to take from the company w ill be required for the use of the united company.

1633. A nd do those im provements contemplate the occupation of this special piece o f land w ith  
lines ?— T he whole of it.

1634. A nd  therefore th a t is an essential feature— Is there any other outlet for the extension of 
traffic beside th a t ?— N ot to any extent.

1635. A t the present time, i t  is a  very valuable piece of land to the company for the purpose even 
for which you use it, is it  not ?— I t  is.

1636. I t  is used for a place for w atering and coal ?— F or a coke stage and water, and also as a 
siding for carriages to be cleaned, and also for some engines.

1637. A nd if  you had not this piece of land would you have any difficulty in finding space to do the 
same work ?— We would require to go to a considerable expense to prepare space for it, and even then it 
would be very inconvenient.

1638. T h a t is to say, the w orking expenses would be greater than on this piece of land ?— V ery 
much greater.

1639. H ave you ever considered the question of running powers over the Hobson’s Bay railway 
lines ?— W e had, w hen the St. K ilda and B righton railway was first constructed, an arrangement w ith them 
for running over their line. In  the first instance the Hobson’s Bay Company worked the line.

1640. W orked the St. K ilda line ?— W orked the St. K ilda and B righton line, and charged them the 
actual outlay for w orking their line, drawing our profits from the increased traffic over the Hobson’s Bay line.

1641. In  w hat proportion was th a t? — W e calculated the number of men that would require to be 
employed as engine-drivers, guards, &c. The St. K ilda and B righton Company found the station-masters 
and men to repair the  line. T he Hobson’s Bay Company ran the train  through to Brighton at a rate of 
2s. lOd. per train  mile, which was somewhat less than the actual cost to the company. A fter that, 
a further arrangem ent was entered into, w hereby the Hobson’s Bay Company sold to the St. Kilda and 
Brighton Company tw o engines and five carriages ; by that means the S t. Hilda and Brighton Company 
ran one tra in  to town, whilst the  Hobson’s Bay Company ran another tra in  to Brighton, lire  result of 
that was, th a t the expenses— w orking expenses— nearly balanced each other ; so that, if  it cost the 
Hobson’s Bay Company more to work the  B righton Company’s line, it  would cost the Brighton Company 
more to run over the Hobson’s Bay line than they received. No profit should be derived from working the
the lines outside the ir own.

1642. W as th a t considered a satisfactory arrangem ent ?— I t  was. In  addition to that, I  may 
mention, th a t for every mile th a t a  carriage or waggon has run over another line they are paid at the rate 
of about |d .  or a penny per mile for a first-class carriage, -^d. a mile for second class and for guards’ vans, 
and about 4  of a penny for waggons down to a ^d., according to the value and class of the waggon.

1643. P e r  mile ?— Yes ; the company owning the waggon or conveyance receive th a t from the 
company using it.

1644. T h a t is a general principle ?— T hat was the principle laid down on all the lines m  England.
1645. W ould i t  make any difference, the length of line run  over ?—No.

R ailw ays. h



TLos'iS 1!Ay8on’ . 1646, B ut iu case o f . the company exercising running powers, and making use of the terminal
continued. station, would there be any difference then ?—No. I  may explain to you, suppose that a line of railway 
August i i. between Sale and^ Melbourne was 100 miles, and that a junction was made at Elsternwick by the Govern­

ment, the proportion due to the Hobson’s Bay Company would be sixpence, that is, suppose the passengers 
were carried a t a penny a mile. The Hobson’s Bay Company would get sixpence ; the Government would 
run their trains up to town, and would receive for running their train  from 33 to 50 per cent. Suppose 
33£ per cent,— one-third—th at would take twopence off the sixpence that would come to the Hobson’s Bay 
Company, in addition to which the Government would be entitled to so much a mile for the carriatres run 
°n the line. There being a further reduction out o f the proportion due to the Hobson’s Bay Company for 
using the Government carriages for the passengers.

1647. Would the same arrangem ent apply to running from a terminus ?—Yes. In  that event it 
would be no advantage to either party  charging more than the actual outlay, because it is mutual, if  the 
Hobson’s Bay Company were able to run over the Government line, and if  it cost them more to do so 
than it cost the G overnm ent to run over tl\e Hobson’s Bay line, the loss would be sustained by the Hobson’s 
Bay Company ; so th a t it is to the mutual advantage of both parties to charge the amount of actual cost of 
running the train, leaving the balance to each party of the traffic.

1648. Is  there an advantage to the company holding the lines run over tha t another company should 
exercise those running powers over their line?— N ot necessarily.

1649. F or instance, would it be to the advantage of the Hobson’s Bay Company that the Victorian 
railways should have running powers over them ?— I t  would be more a convenience to both parties than an 
advantage, because the Governm ent bringing up an engine to E lsternw ick could easier come through than 
for the Hobson’s B ay Company to have a special engine there to bring the train through. I t  would cost 
m ore—of course I  quote E lsternw ick as an example of any other station— if  the line was opened to 
Elsternw ick, no doubt the Hobson’s Bay Compauy would run suburban trains, if it would pay them, as 
far as Oakleigli, and in tha t case the  Government could sustain no loss, because the company would receive 
simply working expenses after they passed their line, and the ir profit would be derived from the increased 
traffic brought on their line between E lsternw ick and Melbourne.

1650. Then the Victorian railway would receive no share of th a t? —No.
1651. Have you formed any idea a t all w hat would be the annual amount passing from the Hobson’s 

Bay railw ay to the V ictorian railway under such an arrangem ent ?—'Some years ago I  went into this 
m atter, but after looking at it from every point of view I  could, I  thought the better way was to collect as 
many estimates as I  could, and take the mean of the lot, because I  have never in any instance seen an 
estimate of railway traffic tu rn  out anything like correct. Bailway traffic is very peculiar. We really do 
not know where traffic will start up, and we have to watch it and take advantage of it. The public will 
very quickly let us know where there is a likelihood of any traffic, and by w atching that we develop it. A  
traffic probably tha t we never thought of will be developed in tw elve months after the railway is opened. 
Railway traffic is peculiar— different almost from any other traffic.

1652. Do you find tha t estimates deceive you, as more or less ?— Sometimes it is less, sometimes it is 
more, but generally it is in the details they are wrong.

1653. I t  is difficult to calculate all the contingencies which may arise on the opening of a line ?—Yes.
1654. I  was leading up to a question which I  think I  asked ju s t now, and you were preparing to 

answer it— if  you have formed any idea of w hat the total amount would be payable by the Victorian 
railways to the Hobson’s Bay Company for running either from E lsternw ick or Gardiner’s Creek road, I  
assume under the rates which you have mentioned as current, and the conditions ?— Yes, supposing the 
traffic to be £38,000, the Hobson’s Bay Compauy would receive £1200.

1655. T hat is about a th irtieth  ?— I t  is divided by mileage and 33^ per cent, allowed to the Govern­
ment for w orking expenses ?— T hat is upon the assumption th a t the gross traffic goods and passengers 
would amount to about £38,000 ?— Yes.

1656. Both ways, I  suppose ?— Both ways.
1657. A bout £1200 the Government would have to pay to the Hobson’s Bay Compauy ?— Yes.
1658.^ Would they have to pay anything else for the use of the line ?— N ot if  they come up to the 

ordinary station, but if  they had a special station they  would require to pay for it  separately.
1659. W hat difference, may I  ask, would th a t m ake?— I t  would require special attendance. A 

similar arrangem ent took place in London, I  th ink, now about 2 6 ^  27 years ago, where the Midland 
Company of England had a special station at Euston, in London. The London and N orth-W estern having 
another station, the Midland paid a special rate for the use of the station, and I  th ink it would be applicable 
here iu the event of the Government making use of any particular part of the company’s land so as to 
prevent the company using it.

1660. In  the case you allude to, did the M idland run  over the London and N orth-W estern ?—They 
ran from Rugby.

1661. Upon the London and N orth-W estern?— Yes.
1662. A nd they had a special station a t Euston ?— Yes.
1663. Whose establishment was th a t separate station ?— I t  belonged to the London and North] 

W estern railway.
1664. Therefore the special station was still a station under the charge of the London and North- 

W estern Company ?— N o ; the M idland Company had their servants specially told off for th a t station.
1665. T hat alters the case then, and it  entailed upon them an additional charge payable to the 

London and N orth-W estern ?— Yes.
1666. I  should have thought it would have ra ther relieved them of some part of the charge, because 

of going to a separate station w ith an establishment of their own ?— B ut the property was very valuable.
1667. B u t was the separate station still the  property of the London and N orth-W estern ?— Yes.
1668. I t  was in the nature of rent, then ?— I t  was in the nature of rent.
1669. T hen upon the basis of about £38,000 gross receipts from passengers and goods, the Committee 

understand th a t the cost of running powers to the V ictorian railways over your line would be about 
£ 1 2 0 0 ?— Yes.

1670. Would you be kind enough to inform the Committee how you manage things a t the station, in 
the case of passengers and so forth ,• will the establishment of the Hobson’s Bay Company conduct that?— Yes.



1671.- W ithout any interference w hatever from the Victorian railw ays?— Yes. . Thos. Finiwon,
1672. A nd without any assistance from them ?— W ithout any assistance from them. continued,
1673. Do you conceive that your station accommodation is sufficient for the ex tra  traffic which would 23rd August 1877. 

be caused by these running powers from Gippsland ?— I  consider that the present state of the station
is ample to accommodate the Gippsland traffic.

1674. A s it is now ?— A s it is now, and when the alterations now in progress are completed, it will 
be able to accommodate a very great deal more.

1675. Do you conceive th a t the goods traffic coming through your station will be a t all a hindrance 
to the ordinary passenger traffic ?— 1 do not th ink  it will in the least.

1676. You are quite conversant with the whole traffic of the station ; you speak w ith authority ?
—Yes.

1677. T he arrival or departure of any train  of the V ictorian railways would not interfere w ith your 
suburban traffic?— No. Previous to forming a time-table the Government would ‘inform us at what time 
they wanted a train  to start, or at w hat time they wanted it to arrive, and a jo in t time-table would be framed 
in accordance w ith that.

1678. A nd there would be no difficulty in such an arrangem ent as th a t? —None whatever ; it is a 
matter carried on every day throughout the whole of England.

1679. Can you inform the Committee how many trains come in and out on the eastern side of your 
Hobson’s Bay station in the course of a day ?— There are 84 trains leave the station for Windsor and 
Hawthorn, including B righton.

1680. T hat makes 168 in the course of the day?— T hat makes 168 trains in a day.
1681. A t about w hat intervals usually do they run— what is the shortest interval ? Three 

minutes.
1682. A re the trains frequent which only have th a t short interval ?— No ; those tram s run only 

between eight and ten  in the morning and half-past four and half-past six a t n ight.
1683. T h a t is two hours in the m orning and two hours in the evening ?— Yes.
1684. A nd do they run a t intervals o f th ree minutes during those two hours ?— No, only occasionally.
1685. I t  is only w ithin those lim its ?— I  may state, tha t frequently on the lines in England two 

trains are advertised to start at the same moment, the one being an express tra in  is started first, and imme­
diately after it goes out of the station the ordinary tra in  follows ; the  exprsss train  passes the first and 
probably the second station, and is thus out of the way.

1686. W hat is the difference between an express train  and another tra in ? —A n express train  is a 
train  that will only call at certain large stations, passing by the others, and travelling a t a quicker rate
of speed. _ _ e .

1687. H ave you found any difficulty in those trains running a t short intervals on this line?— No.
1688. H ave you had any accidents happening from it ?—N o.
1689. I f  a train  starting only three minutes before another breaks down, m ight there not be danger ?

—It would be the same th ing i f  it was ten minutes before.
1690. B u t there would be more time for telegraphing then, would there no t?— Yes, there would be

more time to telegraph.
1691. Then there  would be more danger w ith the shorter interval than w ith the longer one ?

Of course.
1692. T hen a tra in  that starts only three minutes before the other has not time to be telegraphed at 

the next station ?— W e do not telegraph each train .
1693. Is  your system of signalling a t all interfered w ith by w eather— fog or anything of tha t sort?—

Yes, occasionally.
1694. W hat would be the case w ith  trains starting  very shortly after one another in a fog, say ?—

When fogs are about— (occasionally there are fogs in M elbourne)— we caution the engine-drivers to proceed 
with great caution ; and they would be able to draw  up a tra in  in a very short distance and pi event any 
accident.

1695. A re you able to keep time in th a t way ?— Yes, because every man is on the alert, and there is
no time lost a t the stations.

1696. Practically , there has been no interruption nor accident from circumstances of that character ?
—No ; in fact, every accident th a t we have had has arisen entirely through the carelessness of the
employes. .

1697. B u t in the case o f a train  not belonging to your establishment running upon your line, would 
you be so sure of the  same care in conducting the train  in a fog in such a m anner as to be able to pull up 
very readily— w hat hold would you have upon the driver and engineer of a V ictorian railway tram ? When
he came up to a signal, even in a fog, he m ust see it  Jiefore he passes into the station. ^

1698. Then a fog does not preclude your seeing some signals ?— No, you see the distance signal.
We have a main signal and a -distance signal. A n engine-driver as he approaches a distant signal (under 
our regulations it  is always at danger), has to w histle down that signal before he can pass undey it.

1699. A t w hat distance would he be aware of that signal, say in the worst times ?— He m ight coming 
up in a fog see the distance signal th irty  or forty yards off, but before he went into the station he would have 
to go fully 300 or 400 yards, and every engine-driver would have his tram  in hand on approaching a
distance signal. . „ , ■, _____

1700. I  suppose there would be g reater difficulty in stopping a m ixed train of goods and passenbeis
than one of your passenger trains ?— Not at all. ___

1701. W ould not the  one be heavier than the other ?— No, th a t makes no difference; it depends

1702. Therefore, supposing th a t the V ictorian railways were running upon your line, even in a time 
of day w hen'your line is most occupied, you do not anticipate any danger of collision No, -™

1703. W ith  proper m anagem ent?— No. You were speaking about the  number of tiam s ju s t now

that left our sta tio n ^  ?_ T q thg eastward_ j  said eighty-four in  and eighty-four out. I  may
mention to  you th a t at M oorgate street and B aker street, 368 tram s pass in and out of those stations every 
day in London, under ground.



Thos. Finiayscm, 1705. Have they the same system of signalling, or a different system from what you have ?—They
continued have the same signals, but they telegraph each train  from station to station.

23ni August is77. 1706. They are not subject to the inconvenience of fogs in the tunnel, I  think ?—-Well, they are
always in the dark.

1707. In  the city they are ra ther dark. They have 368 ; do you mean going and returning, or do 
you mean one way ?— Out and in.

1708. T hat is to say, 184 each way ?— Yes.
1709. A nd here you have only eighty-four, that is a margin of 100 each way ?—Yes. I  may also

sav, that there accommodation is not so large as ours.
1710. N ot nearly so large, I  suppose ?—N ot nearly.
1711. Do they carry any goods on their l in e ? — The through trains, as they are called, carry

goods.
1712. D uring portions of the day, I  think, they connect the different companies ?— They connect 

the different stations ; but I  cannot speak from personal observation, because I  have never seen it.
1713. As a rule, the 368 trains are passenger trains ?—Yes. I  made it up from their time table.
1714. Up to w hat number of trains do you consider traffic will be safe in your station in a day ?— 

I t  would be very difficult to give an opinion, but I  believe any number th a t the traffic can possibly 
require. '

1715. Do you think you could double the num ber?—I  should say three times.
1716. You would not be apprehensive of danger even if  they were doubled or trebled ?—No. We 

should make such alterations in the stations as were required.
1717. I  suppose you run  as many trains as most railways, taking most of the railway stations in

London—not the M etropolitan, excluding that ?—N ot so many as the underground railways, but so far as 
the large railways we run, I  think, more trains than they do ; but they have a large traffic in goods that we 
have not.

1718. A nd do you conceive tha t there would be any difficulty w ith the station accommodation that
you have, or have the means of getting, in getting rid of the luggage portion and the goods portion of the
train, w ithout any hindrance to the traffic ?— I  do not see any reason why we should not get rid of it as
easily as we do of the passengers.

1719. I  understood M r. Elsdon to say th a t there is no difficulty in passing traffic through the coal 
depot where it is now, and so out to Spencer street if  necessary?— N o ; the train  would pass through the 
station in a minute, and it  could not inconvenience us in any way.

1720. Do the trains come in and out upon the same line ?— No, we have a double line.
1721. B y  the H on. I I .  Cuthbert.— Then as I  understand your evidence, you do not wish, in order 

to connect Oakleigh w ith Melbourne, tha t there should be any interference of any description with the 
Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay line ?— I  do not quite understand your question.

1722. You object to any interference on the part of the Government w ith the Melbourne and 
Hobson’s line ?—No.

1723. You do not want a line to come in competition w ith the Hobson’s Bay line?—Am  I  to under­
stand that you imagine that I  object to a junction w ith the Government line ?

1724. No, w ith a parallel line, a line running parallel to yours ?— Yes, certainly.
1725. For a mile or two, you object to that ?—Yes, we certainly object to that, and I  think it would 

be a breach of faith on the part of the Government.
1726. You think it would be a breach of fa ith?— Yes.
1727. Do you th ink th a t the Hobson’s Bay Company have any greater righ t to the lands that have 

been conferred on them than the owner of private property who holds his grant from the Crown ?—Yes.
1728. You do?— I  do.
1729. T hen you hold th a t your title  is superior to a Crown g ran t?—I t  is.
1730. W hy?— A  special A ct of Parliam ent has been passed for the purpose of taking away the 

reservations tha t were in the original Crown grant, and relieving the Company from being called upon to 
allow the Government to make canals, roads, or railways through their property.

1731. I  think you said that w ith much difficulty you could procure the original Crown grant ?—I 
think there is no difficulty whatever. I  can do it. I  can get it now.

1732. I  wish you would ?— I  can send down to Elizabeth street.
1733. Will you have it sent to the House on Tuesday?— I  will, w ith  pleasure.
1734. T hen do I  understand you, that that original Crown grant, w ith all those reservations, have 

all been cancelled ; the reservations put in for the  sake of the public at large have all been cancelled?—Yes, 
to the extent mentioned in the A ct.

1735. A nd in consideration of £5000 and £1500 and something else th a t you mentioned— how much 
more ?—A  thousand pounds.

1736. Seven thousand five hundred pounds. You conceive that such rights have been conferred 
upon the Hobson’s Bay Bailway Company th a t they stand in a better position—a more sacred position than
people who have gone into an auction room and purchased their lands a t auction ?—I  think so.

1737. A nd paid the full value for their land ?—Yes.
1738. Now, you are aware that when a railw ay is required for public purposes no land is sacred ?—I

am aware of that.
1739. In  England, through a nobleman’s park  and near his house, a line has been frequently run .

—Yes.
1740. In  Scotland, are you aware tha t even parks tha t have been dedicated for public uses for 

centuries have been used for the construction of railways ?— Yes.
. 1741. So that in England nothing is too sacred ?— I  believe Buckingham Palace is too sacred.

1742. Everything m ust give way to the rights of the public ; is not tha t the case even in England 
and Scotland ?— No, not what Parliam ent has sanctioned------

1743. I  cannot understand for a moment how you place your line in a position superior to the rights 
of the Crown ?— A  special arrangem ent was made w ith the Legislature that, in consideration of paying a 
certain sum of money, the company would be relieved from certain conditions in their Crown grant.

1744. D id you take any active part in getting the B ill through the Legislature ?—I  did.



1745. I t  was a private Bill ?— Yes, it was. Thos. riniayson,
1746. W as evidence taken a t the bar of this House in connection w ith it, when all those reservations continued, 

that the wisdom of the Crown inserted in the Crown gran t were done away w ith— was evidence taken in 23rd August 1877. 
this House in connection w ith the abolition of those reservations ?—No.

1747. I  th ink not. I t  comes by surprise upon many members that these reservations should be taken 
away ?— The Bill, I  may mention, was twice before this House ; it was sent back from this House to  be 
altered.

1748. I t  was sent back ?—I t  was.
1749. In  connection w ith  these reservations ?— No, but it was sent back.
1750. Now tell me th is— you th ink  th a t i f  any portion of the Hobson’s Bay line is taken for the  

purpose of the great national undertaking of the Gippsland line, th a t it will m aterially affect the in terest of 
the shareholders and the debenture holders ?— I  think so.

1751. Do you th ink  that, if  they are amply compensated in money for anything tha t is taken from 
them, it can be considered in any way as a breach o f faith ?— I  do not think you can compensate them.

1752. W ill not money accomplish anything ?— No.
1753. M oney will not ?— No.
1754. W hat is the value of your line as a whole ?— Y ou are only taking a portion of it, and a small 

portion of it.
1755. B u t you say no money compensation would be equivalent to a breach of faith ?— No money 

compensation th a t would be awarded under the Lands Clauses Consolidation A ct would pay the company 
f o r  the loss they would sustain.

1756. B u t how do you know w hat am o u n t; surely there is a proper tribunal to try  th a t question of 
compensation. A re  not you prejudging the m atter altogether when you come to such a conclusion ?— I  
do not th ink so.

1757. You do not ?— No, I  do not.
1758. A ll th a t you have stated to S ir Charles Sladen to-night m ight be very well urged when 

that question came before the arbitrators or a  ju ry  ; bu t do you mean to tell me th a t w ith  all those facts 
before a ju ry  th a t was to  try  the question of compensation, they would be forgetful of the ir duties and not 
give a compensation ?— T hey would.

1759. Is  th a t your opinion of ju ries ?— I  th ink so, because the question as placed before them would 
be so difficult for them  to understand, th a t they would not be able to see it  in the ligh t tha t the  company
would wish them  to see it in.

1760. A re not you aware th a t the L egislature of this colony has so much improved the formation of 
juries of late, th a t none but in telligent men are to be found on ju ries ?— I  am not aware of that.

1761. You are not aware of th a t ?— I  was told the reverse the other day.
1762. However, the opinion you have formed of tria l by ju ry  is anything but satisfactory. Now let 

m e a sk  you, have you any experience in any case ? H as any portion of land been taken away from the 
Hobson’s Bay Company against the ir will in  w hich ample compensation has not been given for it ?— No
portion has ever been taken away.

1763. T hen  assuming th a t a ju ry  was to give w hat you consider a fair am ount of compensation for 
the injury done, and the loss sustained by the company, there would be no breach of faith  in taking such 
ground as may be required for this purpose ?— I  think so, if the Government took it  against the  will o f the 
Hobson’s Bay U nited  Bail way Company.

1764. Even though compensated ?— Even.
1765. Y our directors were willing to sell th is line, I  believe ?— T hey were willing to subm it any 

proposition th a t m ight be made by the  Governm ent to their shareholders.
1766. W ere they  willing; to sell the line or no t?— They could not sell the line, unless w ith  the

consent of the ir shareholders.
1767. They were unw illing to sell the line, then ?— No, I  say
1768. Could not you 'g ive me a straightforw ard answer— W ere the directors of the company willing 

or not to sell this very valuable property ?— T he directors agreed w ith the late Government to submit a 
certain proposition to the ir shareholders, but they------

1769. W ith the ir approval ?— W ith  the approval of the majority of them.
1770. I  suppose everything is transacted by the  directors by a m ajority of votes . Yes.
1771. Therefore, the directors were agreeable to subm it a proposal to the Governm ent for the 

purchase of the Hobson’s Bay railw ay line at a certain figure ? Yes. . „
1772. W hat was the figure?— From  £85 to £100— a minimum of £85, and a maximum of £100

per share of £50.
1773. How long ago was th a t?— Close upon twelve months.
1774. T hat offer was declined ?— I t  was. _
1775. A nd, notw ithstanding th a t a fixed value was then put upon it, are you still prepared to say to

this Committee tha t no amount of compensation th a t a ju ry  would award would be an equivalent for the loss 
of the ground tha t is intended to be taken by the Governm ent ?—I  am of opinion tha t a ju ry  would not award
such compensation as would be approved of. ^  i x

1776. I  did not say th a t— I  p u t it, i f  the  ju ry  would do their duty (which I  think they would do)
you mean still to tell th is Committee that no amount of pecuniary compensation would be an equivalent for
the loss ?— I  do not think so. . , . . , p xi v u  ~

1777. Suppose they gave the full amount th a t had been asked for the line, would tha t be a breach
of faith?— They would not do that.

1778. Suppose they would do it? — B ut no ju ry  would do it. _
1779. You are not answering my question. Your are fencing w ith my question I  h e  p t it, 

b e c a u se  vou said to take any portion o f th is from the Hobson’s Bay Company would be a breach of public 
fa ith ; I  put it now, does not it  reduce itse lf to a  question of pounds, shillings, and pence? I f  the company 
did not wish to sell, i t  would still be a breach of faith, even if  they gave £100 per share, i f  the company
were not willing.

1781*. A sT gainst a g reat national public undertaking, you th ink it  would ?— Yes, it  would.
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1782. A  breach of faith ?— Yes.
1783. You still adhere to that, th a t no amount of compensation that could be awarded by jury would

do away w ith the effect of a breach of faith ?— No.
1784. And even though the fullest amount of compensation was tendered, it would tend to injure the

credit of this colony in the English m arket?— I  cannot say that.
1785. Come now, sir, you went to that ex ten t?— I cannot say that if the fullest extent of compen­

sation was offered ; but if  it was taken from the company without their consent, 1 think it would be a 
breach of faith.

1786. W ithout their sanction ?—U nder any circumstances ; I  cannot go further than that.
1787. Then if you are the owners of private property, and some of the land is taken away from you 

for railw ay purposes without your sanction, th a t would be a breach of faith also ?— No.
1788. How do you draw a distinction between the two ?—Because a special A ct of Parliam ent was 

passed in this case.
1789. Assuming then that a fair amount of compensation was given for th is suburban station, which 

has not been turned to very profitable account during the  last thirteen years, but that a fair amount of com- 
compensation was given for it, would not the compensation be distributed among the shareholders and the 
debenture holders- by arrangem ent between the company ?— That would be impossible for me to say.

1790. You have not studied that question?— No.
1791. Do you think tha t the shareholders of it would touch one single penny of it till the debentures 

were satisfied ?—I  could not say.
1792. W hat do you think as a man of business ?— I t  would be impossible for me to give an answer 

to tha t question.
1793. Have you never considered that, and that the rights of the debenture holders would not have 

priority over those of the shareholders ?— Certainly they would.
1794. Then the different holders would be paid w ith the amount of compensation ?— The debenture 

holders would be paid on the debentures falling due, not before.
1795. A nd in the meantime the amount of compensation tha t would be given, probably, would be 

reserved for the purpose of meeting those debentures in part ?— T hat would depend altogether on any order 
the board of directors m ight give.

1796. Do you think the board of directors would allow the money to be devoted to any other purpose 
than to satisfying the claims of the debenture holders ?— Yes, I  think they m ight fairly expend it in 
improving the line— adding additional rolling-stock.

1797. I  do not th ink they -would have the power ; the first charge would be to satisfy the debenture 
holders w ith the amount of compensation ?—The debenture holders would have no claim until the directors 
failed to pay the bonds, and so long as the interest was paid.

1798. A lthough their property was diminished ?— Yes.
1799. Should not the amount obtained for diminished security be lodged to the credit of the company 

for the purpose of satisfying those debenture holders ?— N ot necessarily.
1800. W hat would the directors of the company you think do, would they spend the money ?—They 

m ight spend it  upon the line.
1801. Is  it likely th a t they would do so w ithout the sanction of the debenture holders?—I  do not 

th ink the debenture holders would have any voice in the matter.
1802. Then they are only pu t in as a make-weight here ?— No.
1803. The shareholders are the proper parties to be considered, are they not?— The debenture 

holders in the first instance and the shareholders afterwards.
1804. T his property you have spoken about as so very valuable. T his suburban station has 

been thirteen years in the possession of the Hobson’s Bay Company, has it not ?—I t  has been twelve 
years.

1805. How has the station itself been used during tha t time. H as it been used each year ?—It has 
been used daily.

1806. D uring the twelve years ?— Yes.
1807. Who has been in occupation of it, because I  saw it yesterday, or the day before, and it 

presented a very dilapidated appearance to m e?— Quite possibly ; still it is in use every day.
1808. W ill you explain to the Committee how it is used ?— I t  is used for delivering coke and water 

to the  engines, and trains and carriages are moved up there  for the purpose of being cleaned. There is a 
siding for carriages. W e also receive a large quantity of timber (sleepers and sawn timber) there, and 
send it along the  line.

1809. Surely not in the station itself ?— I t  is so.
1810. You use it for storing tim ber and coal ?— N ot for storing, but for receiving and forwarding it. 

Sometimes we have received wool there.
1811. How often? H ow many years have you been receiving wool there ?—I  th ink we received it 

last year, or the  year before.
1812. A ny  large quantity ?— Yes.
1813. H ow many tons ?— I  forget how many really.
1814. You give us a very interesting account of the running powers. Would you be opposed to the

Government taking running powers over the Hobson’s Bay line ?— No.
1815. N o t a t all ?—No.
1816. W ould you be in favor of it ?— Yes.
1817. I t  would be beneficial to the Hobson’s Bay line ?— I t  would.
1818. E ven though the Government did not pay you that £1200, would it still be beneficial to the

Hobson’s B ay line ?— Certainly not.
1819. I t  would not ?— No.
1820. Then w ithout th a t £1200 a year you would not allow running powers ?— Certainly not. We 

would not give the use of the  line for nothing, and pay the working expenses.
1821. B u t suppose a similar compliment is conferred upon you, and you are allowed to run your 

trains to Oakleigh, would you not derive advantage there ?— Oh, certainly, we would have no objection to 
make a mutual arrangem ent of that sort.



1822. Now suppose the Government did not want to confer any running powers on their line, and Thos I'wiayson 
they wanted to get running powers from you— we will take it from South Yarra—that they wish to run cô ; ; ed
from South Y arra into your terminus. I  suppose tha t would be about two miles and a half ? Ju s t two 23rdAugust is77.
miles and a half.

1823. Have you made any estimate of what figure you could grant the Government the privilege of 
running as many trains as they pleased over tha t two miles and a half?— I  have made no estimate of that kind.

1824. Could you give the Committee any idea, rough as it may be, on w hat terms the Government 
could have th a t privilege ?— The way tha t I  would propose------

1825. I  w ant to come to South Yarra. W ill you ju st answer my questions ; you see I  will get on
a great deal better. Coming from South Y arra, a distance of two miles and a half, and the Government
wanting general facilities of transit from th a t point, on running as many trains as they wish during the day 
—on what term s would you, if chairman of directors, be disposed to deal w ith the Government ?— I  could 
not answer such a question.

1826. Can you give the slightest idea, and tell the gentlemen present ?—None.
1827. Suppose, in place of £1200 a year that the Government should pay, they were prepared to 

give you £4000 a year, and give us a lease of tha t for 999 years ; would you do tha t ?— Certainly not.
1828. Do you endorse the views of the honorable member who spoke ju s t then ?— I  do not. I  was 

just speaking the same words at the time he spoke.
1829. T hat if  the Government made a proposal such as I  have described to you, th a t they were 

prepared to take running powers from South Yarra, using your terminus as a passenger term inus and sending 
on the goods traffic, and they wanted you to find general facilities, not for a day or a year, but for a good 
long time, such as I  have described—999 years— I  ask, if  the Government said— “ W e are prepared to give 
you £6000 a year,” would you be prepared to recommend that to the directors ?— No ; because it  would be 
virtually giving the whole control of the railway into the hands of the Government, and it is such a thing 
as no railway company would ever listen to.

1830. Suppose I  increase it to £12,000 a year, would you still be opposed to i t? — T hat would 
depend altogether upon the amount of dividend tha t tha t amount of money would give.

1831. I  am ju s t coming to that point?— I f  it would give a dividend of 10 per cent, or 11 per cent.
I  have not the slightest doubt th a t the Hobson’s Bay Company would give the power you ask now.

1832. I  am coming to figures. I  put it  to you, in place of £6000 a year, are you prepared to say 
that the directors o f tha t company would give the powers that I  ask for £12,000 ?—No, I  do not think they 
would.

1833. As I  understand your evidence, you are kept pretty well employed a t your very busy terminus, 
sending out almost as many trains and receiving as many as on any line in England ?— No.

1834. W ith the exception of a few passenger lines ?—No ; there are many suburban lines th a t send 
as many trains, and more.

1835. Do they send very many beyond your number ?— Yes.
1836. You send how many ?— Eighty-four out and eighty-four in on the east side.
1837. A nd on the w est?— On the south, to St. K ilda, I  think we send about fifty to St. Kilda, and 

about thirty-four to Sandridge. I  am speaking from memory.
1838. A nd it is the intention of your directors to increase the number very considerably?— On 

the east.
... 1839. On the east ?— Yes ; th a t is up by Jolim ont.

.1840. W hat do you consider the working capacity of your line to be? How many trains could you 
dispatch there per day with safety, and receive ?— I  have never thought of the extent to which it  would be ; 
but I  do not see any reason why we should not make preparation for dispatching any number of trains that 
the traffic m ight require.

1841. A ny number ?— A ny number.
1842. M ust it not be lim ited ?— I  th ink the traffic would lim it it.
1843. Suppose the traffic unlim ited ?— I  could not say.
1844. I  suppose you could not start a tra in  every m inute ?— W e could not start a dozen trains 

at once on the same line.
1845. You could not keep up starting three or four trains every minute ?—No.
1846. You m ust for safety have a certain interval between them  ?— Yes, or make one train travel

faster than the other. ■*
1847. A re you aware whether, upon the Victorian railways, they are able to keep such accurate time 

as upon your suburban line ?—They ought to be.
1848. W hat they ought to be is one thing, what they do is another ; w ith a heavy goods train, partly 

goods and partly passengers, having to stop occasionally at stations for the purpose of picking up goods, do 
you think it  always possible to arrive up to time ?— N ot always.

1849. Is  there not upon those long lines something like from a quarter of an hour to twenty minutes 
allowed, and no complaint i f  a train happens to be late by a quarter of an hour ?— I t  may be here, but it is 
not at home.

1850. I  am taking Victoria as we have it ?— I  know nothing about it.
1851. You are not aware of it ?— No.
1852. I  may tell you th a t upon the Government lines (I  confess tha t the Hobson’s Bay line is 

admirably managed)— but upon the Government lines, where they have to combine for the purpose of 
benefit, goods and passenger traffic together, and w here they have to stop a t different stations, it is so. Do 
you think it is possible that, allowing an interval of only three minutes between your starting each 
train, th a t the traffic from Gippsland was likely to be brought in to the very m inute ?— I  do not think it 
would ; at the same time------

1853. Would not th a t be a great impediment to your performing your duties properly at that station ?
—No, I  do not th ink  it would.

1854. Suppose a train  happened to be late eight minutes, and one of your trains was righ t in the 
way, blocking up the way, w hat is to be done then ?— I f  the train  was eight minutes late, our train , that
you p re su m e d  be blocking up the way, would be out of tha t position in two or three minutes at the farthest,
so that the delay to the Gippsland train  would not be more than three minutes.



Thos. Piniayson, 1855. Then it  would come up, and while it  was there would it not throw  out all the other trains ?
contotok Would not all the other trains he out of time then ?— No, it would come up to a platform by itself and be

23rd August is??, shunted again as soon as the passengers came out.
1856. W ould not this disarrange the time for starting any other train ?—Not in the least.
1857. A nd would not be attended with the slightest danger or inconvenience?— No.
1858. Then you are all in favor of having th a t traffic upon your line ?—A nything that would bring 

grist to the mill.
1859. B y  the H on, N . F itzgera ld .— You talked about this £12 ,000  a year, and the Government 

requiring to run any number of trains from South Y arra. As far as you know, is there any engineering 
difficulty in widening bridges and embankments and laying down special rails from South Y arra to the 
Flinders street station ?— None.

1860. Supposing an offer were made of £12,000 a year, taking the figures my honorable friend used 
to you or to the company you represent, for the privilege of running any number of trains the Government 
liked, would not you recommend it to your board of directors ?— A t first sight it seems a very fine offer • 
really it looks very well, and after looking at it a little, most likely I  would recommend it.

1861. Capitalized a t 5 per cent, it would be £240,000 ?— I t  would.
1862. A nd the cost of widening the bridges and embankments, and putting down a double set of

rails would cost, how much— £40,000 or £50,000 ?— Yes, all that.
1863. I f  the Government were to make you an offer, the worst tha t could happen would be an 

investm ent of £100,000 by your company to put a double line and give them all the facilities they 
ask ?— Yes.

1864. So practically the outlay to your company would be merely making the road wide enough to 
adm it your present and probable traffic, plus the Government traffic ?— Yes.

1865. Then the whole effect of this sensational question about the  £12,000 a year for 999 years, which 
m ight be 100,000, is all moonshine, because it means (to your company I  mean) the use practically of what 
the  increased expenditure would amount to ?— Yes.

1866. A nd a fair per centage upon th a t ?— Yes.
1867. A nd at the outside it could not be more than £100,000 ?— No.
1868. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— W ith regard to this very question, although you had not an 

opportunity of clearly bringing it out, I  presume you meant, by saying, “ you could not give an answer to that 
question,” you could not say w hat amount of money would compensate the company for such powers. - Did 
you mean to say, th a t to give such unlimited powers of running as many trains as they liked is a thing that 
no railway company would grant to another ?—Yes, tha t was my meaning.

1869. Could you answer this question— could you estimate what rent the Government would have to 
pay if  you had a sum in figures given to you, if  the Governm ent limited the number of trains per day they 
wanted upon th a t line ?— Yes*

1870. I t  was only the question of being unlimited that prevented your answering ?— Yes.
1871. You meant to say, th a t an unlimited number of trains running would be taking the control of 

the line out of your hands, and putting i t  into the hands of the G overnm ent?— Yes*
1872. You said tha t £1200 was your estimate of the value of the running powers from South Yarra 

to Melbourne ?— Yes.
1873. B ut is it not possible, probable even, that tha t £1200 m ight be reduced to nothing on getting 

certain facilities in return ?— My reply to the honorable member was that, in the event of the company 
getting running powers from Elsternw ick to Oakleigh, it  was quite possible tha t we would give as an equi­
valent to the Government running powers free over our line.

1874. Is it not even possible th a t by getting the privilege of running trains to Berwick, Oakleigh, 
and intervening stations, there m ight be a balance to be paid to the Government merely for the use of the 
line ra ther than for the Government to pay to the Hobson’s Bay line ?—Yes.

1875. F o r passenger traffic ?— Yes.
1876. W hich do you consider would be the best junction as to the public convenience, apart from the 

Hobson’s Bay railway— at E lsternw ick or South Y a rra ? — Elsternw ick is the best junction, and Hawthorn 
is the next.

1877. Elsternwick is best, you think, for the public?— Yes, I  think it would give more convenience 
to the public, because the train could stop at different stations coming up.

1878. You object to a duplicate line running alongside ?— Yes.
1879. On the ground tha t it interferes w ith the rights of the Hobson’s Bay railway ?—Yes.
1880. Does not it seem also to be an interference w ith public economy?— I  think it is throwing 

money away to no purpose.
1881. I  think you said the estimate of £1200 a year was anticipating the traffic to be £38,000 

a year?— Yes.
1882. Supposing the traffic was in excess of that, would the ren t increase ?— The rent increases with 

mileage, and from the proportion found to be due to the Hobson’s Bay company a certain per centage is 
deducted to pay to the Government for working the traffic.

1883. The mileage per train , per ton, or per passenger ?— The mileage for the gross amount 
received. T h a t is to say, if  a passenger came from Sale, it  would be one mileage ; if  from Berwick, another 
mileage.

1884. H as any estimate been formed by you for the amount to be paid if  the junction was Elstern­
wick instead of South Y arra  ?— I t  would be more than double the amount.

1885. W ith  regard to the answers you gave to the honourable the Postm aster-General in reference 
to the outlay, I  gather that your view is this : th a t no compensation could be made for interfering with the 
property of the company in this wray, because there are persons, such as debenture holders and shareholders, 
who have become interested upon the faith of the A ct of Parliam ent ?—Yes, but further, it would so hamper 
the company th a t they could not carry on the work efficiently, in consequence of w ant of room.

1886. T hat is, i f  they formed a goods station there ?— I f  they took away this piece of ground that they 
are applying for.

1887. Have you sufficient ground there for carrying on the Gippsland traffic?— We would work l 
along w ith our own, which would not in any way interfere w ith the working of the station.



1888. Do you anticipate that you have enough ground there to carry on the whole traffic o f your Thoa, Mniayaon, 
own line there w ith the addition of the  Gippsland traffic for years to come ?— Yes, including this piece of
land. 23rd August 1877.

1889. A nd  then would you have much alteration to make in regard to the level of the land ? Does 
it fall away so much as to make great additional expense necessary ?— T h at is more an engineering 
question.

1890. B y  the H on. W . W ilson .— Do I  understand you aright, when I  am under the impression th a t 
your strongest objection to the railw ay under consideration is, th a t it would be a breach of faith to construct 
it ? You do not pretend to oppose it from any engineering point of view ?— I  do not th ink it  is becoming 
my part to speak of that.

1891. You simply oppose it because you think it would interfere w ith  the profits of the Hobson’s
Bay company ?— W ith  the rights and profits of the company.

1892. You surely do not hold the doctrine, tha t the Governm ent would be prevented from extending 
railways south o f the Y arra  ?— No, I  do not.

1893. T hey could scarcely connect Spencer street, and construct railways south of the Y arra  in a 
straight line w ithout interfering w ith  some portion of the Hobson’s Bay railw ay ?— I  do not th ink they 
could.

1894. W ould you object to th e ir taking a direct route, and say they were only going to use it so far 
as constructing a bridge over it— if they only made a bridge over it across the Y arra  and by A lbert P ark  ?
—I  think the Company has a rig h t to object to anything tha t is likely to injure it.

1895. Do not you th ink  it  is possible to have a lim it to tha t objection w ithout doing an injustice to 
the Hobson’s Bay shareholders ?— T hat is a question th a t is impossible for me to answer.

1896. Say, for the sake of argument, tha t the  Governm ent desire to connect the traffic of Gippsland
with their own system of railways at Spencer s t r e e t ; and in the interest of the inhabitants of Gippsland
and that locality it is desirable to take as d irect a route as possible ; they cannot take tha t route w ithout 
touching perhaps upon your ground as they touch upon o ther ground, but they undertake not to make a 
parallel line to yours for the sake of profit ; would th a t be an objection ?— I  think so.

1897. Y ou th ink so?— Yes.
1898. T hen  is the gran ting  of these rights and privileges to the Hobson’s B ay Company to be a bar 

for ever to the public of V ictoria constructing railw ays to the south ?— No ; the company offered the use of 
their line for th a t purpose.

1899. T h a t is very good and kind of the  company to offer the use of their line ; bu t 1 w ant to know 
how far you claim to have righ ts conceded to you. I  concede th a t the G overnm ent have no righ t to make a 
parallel line for traffic to compete w ith  yours, but they  have a rig h t to run a line alongside of yours to take 
traffic tha t is very remote, and th a t you never could have anything to do w ith ?— I  do not th ink  th a t they 
have any rig h t to make a line th a t will in  any way compete w ith the company.

1900. T h a t is w hat I  say ; bu t simply making a line would not compete w ith  them ?— They m ight 
make that line, bu t ultim ately it  would be a competing line.

1901. L e t there be a clause in the  A ct to satisfy you tha t they shall not carry goods or passengers 
for profit ?—T hey m ight repeal tha t clause.

1902. B u t the Parliam ent th a t created you and gave you your rights and privileges are all- 
powerful ?— I  know it ; bu t th a t does not make it less a breach of faith.

1903. A ll th a t you can expect, all the  rig h t th a t you can demand a t the hands of the Legislature 
would be a t all events to do justice to you, to see th a t you receive justice, and a money consideration, to a 
certain extent, would pay you for lands taken. Perhaps no money would pay you to run a parallel line, 
because i t  m ight destroy your whole traffic, therefore I  say tha t to run  a line m erely alongside, bu t not 
parallel to yours, in th a t sense - of the word would be no competition, merely to carry the Gippsland traffic 
to Spencer s tre e t?— Such a th ing I  cannot conceive ever to b e ; but if  it could be, it would not injure the 
line of the company, and therefore they could not claim compensation.

1904. Therefore i t  would be quite possible for the Government to construct a direct line, to connect 
the Gippsland traffic w ith the Spencer street terminus, and yet not be a competing line w ith you ?—
Certainly.

1905. Then it would not do your shareholders any h a rm ?— N ot if  they can rely on that.
1906. You have to tru s t to the good sense of Parliam ent th a t passes the A ct. They are desirous to 

do justice to-you now, and, for aught I  know, will not pass this A c t ; still you are only trusting to the good 
sense of the members. Now, you say th a t the  company are perfectly willing to offer running powers to the 
Government line from the South Y arra  station, or from Elsternw ick *?— Yes.

1907. From  either ?— Yes.
1908. A re  the company prepared to make an offer upon w hat term s they would give running 

powers to the Government, and for the time ?— I  have no doubt they are ; but the great point in arranging 
for running powers is to know the amount of traffic ; and the better course, when you are opening a line of 
railway, is to agree to a certain rate per tra in  mile, or a certan per centage,and take the risk of its being a 
loss or a profit. You could not arrive at w hat would be a fair per centage of the  gross receipts without
having running powers for a t least tw elve months.

1909. I f  the Government took running powers from the Hobson’s Bay railway, you have not station
accommodation to enable the goods traffic to be discharged there ? I  think so. ^

1910. W hat— at your own sheds and w ithout any fresh arrangem ents being gone into /— I think so,
with the exception of firewood.

1911. Would the Hobson’s Bay Company perm it the Government servants to be stationed there to
transact their own business, or would they find it  necessary to have the control of the clerks ?— We would 
have no objection to allow the G overnm ent servants to conduct any portion of the work of the line.

1912. A nd set apart a portion of the platform and sheds for tha t purpose . T hat is a m atter of
detail, which could be worked out w ith the greatest simplicity. >

1913 T hen to come back to the question I  asked, it  has been suggested that, instead of the Govern­
ment running across your line at a high level, making not a very creditable display o f timber they m ight 
take powers to run  a line parallel w ith yours upon the same level, and crossing the H aw thorn line instead
of the other?— On the level ?

R ailw ays. 1



rnos. Fipiayson, 1914. On the level, bu t crossing when they got to the H aw thorn line, at the  h igher bridge, where
"‘cwSwj. the  road crosses in Richmond— I  see the  question was asked by a Member of the other House, I  think Mr. 

?3i<i August is77. MaePhevson, i f  that were not possible ?— I  do riot understand. '
1915. Mr. M acPherson asked, if it  was possible for the G overnm ent to start upon the same level as 

Hobson’s Bay line, and not cross the line till they reached far enough down to H aw thorn to cross at a higher 
level, w ithout the  unsightly appearance it would present after Ieavirig the station at Flinders street?— They 
m ight cross, w ithout m aking any unsightly  appearance, in Church s tr e e t ; after passing Church street, the 
line goe»N through a cutting there, and you m ight cross there easily enough, and then go up the valley of 
Como,

1916. I  believe there would be great difficulty a t the Swan street crossing?— I t  would.
1917. I t  would complicate m atters very much ?— Yes.
1918. You have as mnch as you could manage there  at present ?— Yes.
1919. You would not object to that, i f  there were no competition— if the G overnm ent took no traffic, 

except from Oakleigli ?— T hen it would not interfere w ith us.
1920. T h a t would remove, to a considerable extent, the objection you offered to the present proposed 

line?— E x cep t th a t we would not give up th a t piece of land.
1921. T h a t is w ith the exception th a t it could be got from you a t a money value— that you did not 

require i t? — T he difficulty is to arrive a t th e  money value, because it is not the value of the land— it ikthe
• •  i  i l  ' 4. 4XX - ' : ■ ■ '■ -  • ' ' i  ■ - I ' ' i ■ 'injury to the traffic.

1922. Do you th ink  th a t th e  directors would be prepared to make an offer o f the whole line ?—I 
could not take upon m yself to say. • ■ j

1923. Do not you think it would be one of the  easiest ways of settling this difficult question?—I 
th ink  it  would be the  easiest way, and probably the best way for the  country.

1924. Say they offered it  a t a  fair figure, fair to all parties concerned, neither party  wanting to make 
a profit out o f the other, and seeing this difficulty cropping up out of the  extension, and seeing that the 
G overnm ent or the L egislature have some power, "would it not be better to make an offer of the line, riot to 
G overnm ent, but to Parliam ent ?— I  ra ther th ink that, i f  the directors were to make such an offer, a handle 
would be made of it  to depreciate the value of their property. . ,

1925. N o ; it is done w ithout prejudice ?— W hatever words you m ight use, it would Lave that effect. 
T iie G overnm ent are a very much" more independent body than the directors, arid the Govermrient might 
come to an arrangem ent w ith  the directors and offer to trea t w ith them  on the su b jec t; and I  am sure, froin 
w hat I  know of my directors, they would always receive the best treatm ent from them.. ' ; , ' ' ■

1926. Y ou offered it between a minimum and a maximum figure about tw elve months ago ?—We 
did, bu t I  desire distinctly to say, tha t it was not the intention of th e  directors to fix either a  minimum or a 
maximum. T he maximum and minimum came from the Governm ent, not from the Hobson’s Bay company.

1927. Still you negotiated w ith  the  G overnm ent ?— W e did, ; , ,
1928. In  the event of the G overnm ent o f the day being successful in getting permission to appoint 

arb itra tors and they  fixed the  sum, I  apprehend the  company w ill be bound by it  ?— O f course they w ill; 
but the fixing of a maximum and a minimum was proposed by the  Governm ent, not by the directors.

1929. Do not you th ink  th a t was not a  wise w ay of arriv ing a t the value of a railway ? you must have 
known the value yourselves?— I  th ink the better plan would have been to say to the arbitrators, “ There is 
the  property, assess the  value.” . . .

1930. Do not you think, it would have been better for the  Hobson’s B ay Company to say, “ We will 
take a certain fixed sum and leave nothing to arbitration ; i t  is w orth so much and we will have it ” ?—I 
cannot take upon myself to say w hat the directors would do. _ , ............. . ......

1931. Surely it was much easier for the directors and you, who know the whole of the property, 
than for. any th ree gentlem en who m ight know nothing of the whole affair ?— T he difficulty would beTo get 
the  purchaser to give the amount th a t we would imagine the value to be, so th a t by arbitration' there would 
be a settlem ent.

1932. A re you, as secretary to the Hobson’s B ay Company, authorized in any way to say that the 
company .is prepared to m ake an offer to the  Governm ent ?— No. >. ,

1933. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— In  reference to this arrangeinent which was on the point of being 
completed between th e  Governm ent a n d ,th e  Hobson’s B ay  Railw ay Company directors, how were the 
debenture holders to  be treated  under the term s of th a t arrangem ent ?— To be guaranteed by the
Governm ent. . „

1934. T hen if  the arrangem ent had been carried out, the debentures, or a  large amount of them, 
would have been a charge upon the property, though it'w as in the hands 6f the Governm ent ?— I t  would be 
a first charge upon the whole undertaking of the united companies, in addition , to w hich they would have 
the security of the G overnm ent of V ictoria. , . : ,

1935. W hen are those debentures redeemable ?— T hey run  up to eighteen years yet.
1936. These debentures, I  th in k  you said, were payable to bearer upon delivery ?—Yes.
1937. From  th a t circumstance, would it not be impossible practically to get the consent of those 

debenture holders, scattered all over the world, as far as you know, to any bargain of the  directors for this 
land in F linders s tree t?— U tterly  impossible ; and, besides that, I  may m ention that there are at least two 
or three of them  who have no t been paid interest for the last two or th ree years.

1938. Y ou do not know where they are ?— I  do not know  "where they are.
1939. A nd  from th a t circum stance besides, the  purchase of any portion of this land is in a very

different condition from any arrangem ent th a t the G overnm ent contemplated tw elve months ago.—
Y es, very. . p

1940. A nd you could not get the consent o f the debenture holders to the transfer of this p io p e ity .
W e could not. , , ,v f

1941. A nd they ought to be consulted before the  directors parted w ith  any portion or the esta 
the ir debenture is a first charge upon ?— Yes. The only way th a t the Government could do woul e 0
guarantee the whole in terest of the debentures. . .

1942. B y  the Hon. R . S im so n — I  th ink  you m entioned in the evidence you g a v e ta e  Uommuiee 
th a t the Crown gran t w hich you have for the  land occupied by the M elbourne and H obsons Bay ai way
Company has special privileges, will you m ention w hat those privileges are ? They are no spe



privileges, but the reservations, in the original Crown grant, were repealed. The A ct freed it from all Thos. rmiayson, 
reservations and exceptions from making public ways, canals, railways, and also all rights of ingress, egress, continued,
and regress which were mentioned before in the grant,  ̂ 23rd August istt.

1943. Is  it at all an unusual course for railway companies to have more station ground than they 
have in use for the time being, bu t as a means of providing for increased traffic?— They have it almost 
invariably.

1944. Is  not th a t the case w ith the Victorian railways at Spencer street ?—Yes, they have far more 
ground than they w ant a t present. • ■

1945. B y  the H on. J . Gumming .— You appear to be uncertain as to w hat your company would 
require in the way of compensation ; if  the Government were to take running powers over your line, you are 
not certain as to w hat compensation your company would require?— I  have no doubt as to the proper course to 
be adopted in taking running powers ; the proper course would be to divide the traffic by mileage,' allowing 
to the carrying company a certain per centage for working expenses.

1946. Of course, there are some undefined particulars in th a t sta tem ent; but in the event of the 
Government determining to take running powers over part of your line, would your directors, do you 
suppose, be w illing to allow the amount o f compensation to be paid to be decided by arbitrators ?— That is 
the usual course, in the event of any two companies not agreeing. In  England it is always referred to
arbitration. , n  t,

1947. You say th a t a proposition was made to the company by the late Government as to the
purchase of your line, in which a minimum and a maximum price was fixed, but th a t the company did not 
fix those prices, but was quite willing to submit the amount to be paid to be decided by arbitration ? Yes,
I  stated that. -

1948. Do you th ink  your directors would be willing to agree to tha t proposition now r 1 think so.
1949. To submit the amount to be paid for your line to be determined by arbitrators ?— I  feel satisfied

they would. _ . .
1950. W ithout a minimum or maximum price?— W ithout a minimum or maximum price.
1951. B y  the H on. J .  A . W allace.— T he  Hobson’s Bay U nited Railway, I  think, bought up some 

two old companies ?— They amalgamated w ith the Melbourne Company, and bought up the  St. Kilda and
Brighton Company. .

1952. And the Hobson Bay Company ?— Now the Hobson Bay Company is no longer in existence,
it is the Hobson Bay U nited  Company. .

1953. Still I  understood the. Hobson Bay U nited Company bought up those other two lin e s .
. Y es.

1954. Do you remember how much money was given for those two lines? I  have not the exact 
amount here, given for the lines, bu t I  can give you the amount th a t the lines have cost up to the 
present time.

1955. B u t can you tell me now w hat the company paid for those lines to the old companies ; it 
does not m atter for a thousand or two ?— The three old companies amounted to, I  th ink, close upon
£867,000. , . . ■

1956. T hat is w hat the Hobson Bay U nited Company paid for them . Yes.
1957. Can you tell me w hat the original capital of those companies was? I  cannot from memory , 

but it. would be better for me to give you the actual cost up to the present time. _
1958. I  w ant to know the original capital of those old com panies; they have got £800,000 worth 

of property ?— Yes. T he M elbourne and Hobson’s B ay Company was £500,000, the S t. K ilda and 
Brighton Company £100,000, th a t made £600,000, and the Melbourne Company m ight have been about
£200,000. V ‘ ,

1959. I  understand from you tha t the old original companies lost none of their capital a t all, they
were repaidfor the full amount of the in terest they held in their shares ?— No. T he Melbourne Company
lo st n early  £300,000, and the St. K ilda and B righton lost about £200,000.

1960. T hat is £500,000 actual loss ?— Yes, from £450,000 to £500,000 were lost by the two 
companies ; the only company th a t got the full amount of the ir capital was the original H obsons Bay

P 1961. Can you give me any idea of the actual amount of money paid by the united companies ?
£1 442 627 1

’ ’]962. T hen according to  th a t th e  lines actually cost £1,442,627 ? - £ l ,4 4 2  627, or
1963. Say £1,500,000 ; then there is a loss of £500,000 ?— No, an actual loss of £440,000 w ritte

off the actual loss to the  previous companies. . _
1964. Is  th a t not £500,000 ?— No. _ . ■ . >7nnnnn?
1965. A dd this loss to the amount of money you have actually paid up, tha t makes about £1,700,0 .

—No, th a t is included in the £1,000,000. , _ _ Vflc, , . . .
1966. You included the loss as actually paid by the Hobson s Bay U nited Company . Ye , y

umted company. ^  ^  o f the  Govem m ent buying this ? - I  was going to mention this,

that the actual cost of each £50 share is £91 7s. 9d.
1968. T he actual outlay ?— A n actual outlay of £91 7s. 9d. _ ■ ■ , ■

1970 I S K W S P ^ >  f e
money

was actually paid and laid out upon the lin es , and. supp _ „
shareholdersw ^uld h a n r p jH u p  £90 7 b .  9d. eac was the maximum £ !0 0  ?

- T e S '.1973. Supposing the arbitrators had pome to the conclusion to allow you £90  for these shares, you 
- would have lost, how much ?— £1 7s. 9d. on each share. . . .  . to; upP!1 i

The witness withdrew.



Thomas Higinbotham, Esq., examined.
T‘ Hi^ botham' 1974. B y  the Ho?i. S ir  C. S laden .— You know the Goulburn Valley line of railway ? Yes.

3Stb August 1S77. 1975. H ave you been over it personally yourself ?— I  have.
1976. I  am alluding now to the line which goes on the western side of the Goulburn ? I  know

that line.
1977- Do you know the line on the eastern side ?— I  have travelled along the eastern side of the 

Goulburn, w ith a view to examine the country on th a t side before the  line was permanently set out on 
th a t side.

1978. T hat is lately ?— In  February last.
1979. W hen was the survey for the line on the western side first m ade?— I  cannot say. I t  was 

made at the  time I  was absent from Victoria.
1980. Some time ago ?— Some time ago.
1981. D uring your late absence ?— During my late absence. The permanent survey was commenced 

in last February. The permanent setting out of the line on the western side was commenced last February.
1982. W hat is generally termed a prelim inary or flying survey was made during your absence___?_

Precisely so.
1983. A nd since you have returned, th a t has been laid out with a view to the position the permanent 

line of railway was to occupy ?— Since I  returned, the G overnm ent of tha t day determined to set out the 
railw ay on the western side permanently, and it has been set out.

1984. Can you inform the Committee of the cost o f tha t line?  F irs t of all, perhaps, it would be 
better to ask you to say what places exactly the line takes in its route— it starts a t Avenel and crosses the 
river ?— Does the honorable member wish me to describe the route of the western line?

1985. Yes, if  you please ?—I t  leaves the N orth-E astern  railw ay at Avenel. The first town it 
passes through is Nagambie.

1986. T h at is some distance from the riv er?— Yes.
1987. T h a t is about what distance from A venel?— I  think about nine miles. I  can give you the 

distance exactly [referring to a map~\. Nagambie is ju s t nine miles from Avenel.
1988. A nd Nagambie, again, is some distance from the Goulburn, I  believe ?—Yes, to the east of 

the Goulburn.
1989. Some distance— about w hat distance ?—A bout a mile and a half from the river.
1990. A nd the line from Nagambie ?— The line then proceeds to a point about 16 miles from 

Avenel, upon the course of the river Goulburn.
1991. Is  there any township, or any name to tha t locality ?— No.
1992. From  Nagambie to the river is about 16 miles ?— From  Avenel to the point where the line 

crosses the river is about 16 miles—five miles further on, going northwards, the line reaches Murchison, * 
which it touches. T he line then proceeds nearly due north to a township called Tatura. I t  then takes an 
easterly direction— a north-easterly direction— and touches Mooroopna.

1993. Where is Mooroopna— it crosses the river a t Mooroopna ?— I t  crosses the river at Mooroopna; 
it  afterw ards crosses the  B roken R iv e r ; and, again turning in a northerly  direction, it stops a t Shepparton.

1994. Is  that line a tolerably direct line from A venel to Shepparton ?— I t  is a very direct line as far 
as Tatura.

1995. Does it keep in the  direction of T atu ra  for the purpose of accommodating the population 
there, or for engineering purposes ?— For the purpose of accommodating settlement.

1996. W hich makes th a t great elbow to the north-w est ?— Yes.
1997. A re there any engineering difficulties on this line ?— No, it  is a very easy line.
1998. T he river, I  see, is crossed twice ; there is no difficulty in the crossings o f the river ?—No, 

none whatever.
1999. I t  is, generally speaking, w hat you call an easy line for making ?— Yes, a decidedly easy line.
2000. Could you inform the Committee about w hat is the estimated cost of the line throughout ?— 

Its  estimated cost is £5750 a mile for a length of 44 miles 45 ch a in s; the total cost is £255,588.
2001. Is  this one of the cheapest lines the Governm ent have projected ?— T h at is the lowest rate at 

which lines are estimated to be made— £5750 per mile.
2002. Is  it a line of which the probable working expenses would be ligh t or heavy ?— I  should say

light.
2003. No heavy gradients ?— W henever it is necessary to reduce the works, a gradient of 1 in 50

is used, but there is no long gradient so steep as that.
2004. B ut a gradient of 1 in 50 involves an engine of ra ther a heavy character ?— Yes, but a

gradient of 1 in 50 is used on all the V ictorian railways.
2005. On all the cheap lines ?— On all the lines.
2006. Can you speak at all with any confidence of the line which has been projected on the east as to 

the distance and probable cost ?— I  can give you the distance of the surveyed line. The line that was 
surveyed on the east side of the Goulburn.

2007. T h a t is lately?— No, about the same time as the survey was made on the west side.
2008. Indeed— would you be so good as to give all the  information in your power as to tha t line in

the same way as you did as to the other line ?— The length o f tha t line as surveyed is 42*60 miles.
2009. Would you have the kindness to point out the different features of the line, the places it 

touches, and passes through ?— T he eastern line may be said to be identical w ith the western line to a point 
between four and five miles beyond Nagambie.

2010. To the north-east of Nagambie ?—Yes.
2011. A nd then ?— I t  then takes a more easterly course. Instead of crossing the Goulburn, as the

western line does, it keeps along the eastern side of the river.
2012. A ll the way ?— The surveyed line keeps on the eastern side of the river all the way to

Shepparton ; it does not cross the Goulburn a t any point.



2013. I  see on the chart which is before me, it  makes a great bend at one point which appears to me T. nmnbotham
to be about midway between A venel and Shepparton, it makes a great elbow towards the west ? T h a t is ®sq->
opposite M iuchison. I t  is brought to th a t point with a view of accommodating Murchison— that is to say, 28th August 1877. 
if  it were determined to carry the line on the eastern side of the Goulburn, it was desirable to bring it as
near to M urchison as possible on th a t side. I  am describing now the line as surveyed originally.

2014. A nd that term inates on the same spot a t Shepparton ?— As nearly as possible.
2015. A re there any bridges on th a t line ?— There would be a bridge over the Broken River shortly 

before reaching Shepparton, and there would be very numerous culverts—they may be called indeed bridges 
—some of the largest creeks are rivers in times of flood, they are so large.

2016. Would th a t be an expensive feature in the line ?— I  believe a very expensive feature.
2017. H ow  would this survey compare in point of cost in the making of it w ith that on the western 

side?— I  have never made an estimate for the line on the eastern side, but I  have no doubt it would 
compare unfavorably w ith  the line on the western side.

2018. T h a t is in consequence of those creeks ?—In  consequence of the flooded character of the 
country. I  may point out to the Committee, tha t the G oulburn (if the Committee would refer to the map 
they would see in a moment) catches all the flood w ater before it reaches the western line. I t  intercepts 
and diverts the whole of the flood water.

2019. Is  there m uch of the country which is subject to this flood w ater and where those creeks have 
to be crossed ?— Yes, the whole length of the country.

2020. The whole length ?— Yes, the whole length from the point where the eastern line leaves the 
western.

2021. Then, prim a  fa c ie , the country through which it passes is not so adapted for making a railway 
as the other ?— No.

2022. In  point of expense ?— In  point o f expense.
2023. A nd th a t applies the whole way to Shepparton ?— I t  applies the whole distance to Shepparton.
2024. Then do you think, as far as you are able to estimate roughly, th a t the 42^ miles on this line 

would be as much or more as the  44 miles on the other one ?— I t  would be quite as much or more, but, as I 
said before, I  have not gone into the estimate for the eastern route.

2025. B ut I  m ight ask you, w hether you could form an opinion as to w hat would be the probable 
relative working expenses of the two lines, if  they are completed— the maintenance and repair ?— There 
would be a much larger num ber of bridges to m aintain on the eastern side than on the western side, in con­
sequence of the very numerous creeks and streams which are crossed on the eastern side.

2026. You could not inform us i f  the cost of keeping the line in repair on the eastern side would be 
in excess of keeping th a t in repair on the western side ?— Yes, after some years it would become so ; the 
bridges, being all built of wood, would begin to decay.

2027. I  presume you, as an engineer, take tha t into consideration as an element of the cost of the 
working of the railw ays in fu ture— the cost of keeping the line in w orking order ?— I  should certainly 
prefer a line which had not such numerous wooden bridges.

2028. There are, as I  understand, about two and a half miles difference in the length of the two 
lines ?—A bout tw o miles difference.

2029. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— M r. Higinbotham, when did you inspect the western line ?— Two 
days after I  inspected the eastern. x

2030. T h at was in February  ?— T hat was in 'February last.
2031. H ow long were you engaged m aking th a t inspection ?— I  th ink I  was four days altogether, 

that is to say, from the time I  left M elbourne till the time I  returned. I  travelled down the eastern side 
one day and I  travelled up the w estern the next.

2032. H ad you known the country before tha t visit ?— No.
2033. A nd th a t was the only opportunity you had of forming an opinion as to the relative merits of 

the two lines ?— T h at was the only opportunity. I  should say that I  know the country adjoining the 
eastern line, on the N orth-E astern  railway, very well.

2034. T h at is a long distance away, is it not ? How far away is it ?—I t  is about 16 miles or 18 
miles from Murchison to Longwood. The character of the country along the N orth-Eastern line and its 
liability to floods is the  same, though not to so g reat an extent, as th a t of the eastern Goulburn line.

2035. H ad you any gentlemen w ith  you— any of the engineers— the Government engineers with you 
when you were inspecting the two lines ?— Yes ; M r. Hardie, the district engineer, was w ith me.

2036. A nd I  suppose he endorses your opinion as to the relative merits of the  two lines ?— There 
was no difference of opinion between us.

2037. From  A venel up to the junction point of the two lines would be a distance of about J 3 
miles, I  think you said ?— A bout th a t I  think.

2038. Then for the first 13 miles there is no difference of opinion— that certainly is the best route 
that can be taken ?— The lines may be said to be identical.

2039. You could not improve upon tha t ?— I  th ink  not. Perhaps I  might be allowed to explain, that 
if I  could have done as I  wished to have done I  should not have taken the line from Avenel.

2040. W here would you have taken i t  from ?— I  should have taken it  from a point upon the N orth- 
Eastern railway, about four miles nearer to Seymour ; three miles aud a half, or four miles nearer to Seymour.

2041. You would have taken it in a stra igh t line— that would be starting at the gravel pits ?— Yes, 
the gravel pits.

2042. From  the point of junction, taking the western line, you go from th a t point and have to cross 
the Goulburn ?— Yes.

2043. How wide is the Goulburn there ?— I  do not recollect the exact w idth of the river ; but the 
provision for waterway is about 1000 f e e t ; it has been assumed that a bridge 1000 feet long would be 
required.

2044. A nd w hat have you estimated the cost of that bridge a t ?— The cost of th a t would be about
£4000.

2045. T h at would be all saved by taking the line on the eastern side ?— T hat bridge would be saved.
2046. A nd two miles and a half of line ?— Two miles.
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2047. Crossing the  river then, the line goes up to T atura  ?— I t  goes to Murchison first.
2048. T here is not very m uch selection, I  believe, on the eastern side of Murchison ?-rrI cannot speak 

positively about th a t ; the Committee could get better information upon tha t point.
2049. I  should have said upon the western side—you have a map before you ?— I  have a map before

m e ; not a map of the settlement. , .
2050. You see where Murchison is m arked upon th a t? —Yes.
2051. Can you tell me w hether there is much settlement about there to the west of Murchison. 

According to the map before me there is very little  ?— I  cannot say. I  passed through. M urchison along the 
line. I  cannot say w hether there is much settlement.

2052. You did not observe much ?— No.
2053. Passing on from Murchison, a few miles above Murchison, and suppose about two or three

miles, the  line would run through private property ?— M r. W inter’s estate is there.
2054. F o r a distance of six miles, I  believe ?— A bout that, I  believe ; I  do not know the exact 

distance.
2055. Is  it desirable, in order to obtain traffic, th a t a line should run through private property through 

a large estate, or rather would it not be better and more profitable to run a line where there were a number of 
small selections, ra th er than through a large estate belonging to one individual ?— Numbers of small selec­
tions, if the area amounted to the same, would probably produce a larger amount of traffic. ( ,

2056. A nd therefore it is undesirable to run it through tha t large estate, if  it can be avoided ?—I 
should say so, unless there are other reasons for doing so.

2057. Can you tell me why the line was not brought in a straight direction from the point where it 
crosses the river— it seems to take a bend as if  to get into tha t private property— can you te ll me the reason 
why it takes th a t bend? Do you understand my question, M r. H iginbotham  ? I t  seems to me that, if a 
straight line was draw n from a point w here that line crosses the Goulburn, that line would almost go outside 
.Mr. W inter’s property altogether ?— I  have not M r. W inter’s property marked upon this map, but the object of 
taking the line along the route where it  has been set out was to accommodate the greatest amount of settle­
ment, and to touch T atura, which it was believed would form a centre to which the traffic would come.

2058. W hat kind of a place is T atu ra  ?—T atu ra  is at present a small place, but it appears, probably 
it  will become a considerable centre for traffic. ,

2059. I  suppose, a few hotels in it, and a blacksm ith’s shop ?— Yes, I  suppose s o ; it is a small place. 
I  did not stop there, I  only drove through it.

2060. A nd then, in order to reach Shepparton, it has to take a great bend at T a tu ra?—Yes.
2061. Now, taking from the point of junction on the eastern side, starting at the point 13 miles

from Avenel and following the E astern  line, is there  not a  far greater amount of settlement on the eastern
side than there is on the western ?— Certainly not, so far as my observation went.

2062. I  may assist you by putting this map before you— [handing a map to the witness, and 
explaining the same to him ] —I  may tell you, M r. Higinbotham, th a t th a t has been prepared under and by 
direction of the Board of Land and W orks ; and, looking at that, can you tell me w hether a greater amount 
of settlem ent apparently is on the eastern or western side as far as Murchison ?— There is a greater area 
colored blue on the eastern side than there is on the w estern, at Murchison.

2063. Then, going from M urchison onwards in the direction of Shepparton, say for 8 or 10,miles, 
is not there a great deal o f settlement for th a t 10 miles on the eastern side of the river ?—There is not 
much land colored blue on the eastern side on this map.

2064. T here is not ?— N ot for the next 10 miles beyond M urchison.
2065. Then I  suppose th a t the  principal settlement is above Shepparton ?— No, I  think n o t; I  think 

T a tu ra  is the centre of the settlement.
2066. T atu ra  is the centre ?— So it appears to m e ; I  th ink th a t opinion is confirmed by this map.
2067. Plow do the  people residing at T atu ra  do— do they send in the ir corn now to Shepparton, and 

their produce ?— I  cannot s a y ; I  should th ink they would not do so ; Avenel is the point to which their 
corn is taken.

2068. You have spoken of one bridge on the western side?— Yes. _ .
2069. Is  th a t all— is tha t the only bridge th a t would have to be erected on the western side ?—- 

T h a t is the only bridge over the G oulburn as far as M urchison.
2070. B u t any creeks ?— None of any importance.
2071. A re  there some ?— None of any great importance. . •
2072. B u t there  are a few ?— No doubt there a r e ; bu t none at all of the same character as there are 

upon the eastern side.
2073. H ave you m arked any difference between the formation of the ground upon the east and upon 

the w est side of the river ?— T he west is the highest bank of the r iv e r ; the east is the low bank the 
flooded bank.

2074. A re  the roads good on the w estern side ?— They certainly are not, as I  had practical experience 
of when I  travelled over them.

2075. A re  they capable of being made good, at a comparatively trifling cost, as compared with the 
cost o f making them good on the eastern side ?— They could be made good a t a less cost, I  am sure, on the 
w estern than  on the eastern side. _ ,

2076. W hat is the character of the ground upon the w estern side ?— On the western side, the groun 
is all sound ; on the eastern side it is crabholy and flooded, so far as my observation of it  went.

2077. A nd on the eastern side very difficult to construct roads?— I should think so, and expensive.
2078. W ould not the line on the  eastern side have the advantage over the w est; th a t if  there weie 

a few bridges pu t over the G oulburn— I  do not mean railw ay bridges, but bridges for ordinary tiaflic— 
would not a line on the eastern side of the  river be of advantage, not only to those residing on the eastern 
side, bu t also to those on the west ?— I t  m ight be used to some extent by those on the western side ; u a 
line on the eastern side cannot, of course, give the same accommodation to those on the western side t a a 
line on the w estern side would do. A' a

2079. B ut if  you construct a  line on the west, would it be. of any advantage at all to those, resi m0 
on the east ?— I  th ink n o t ; certainly not to those south of Shepparton.



2080. Is  it not really a great and im portant difference between the two lines, tha t while a line on t .  H iginbotham , 

the west would be an advantage to those on the west, and none to those on the east, a line on the east would
be of advantage to those on the east, and also, to some extent, to those on the west ?— I th ink a line on the 28th Aaguat is??, 
east would be of little advantage to those on the west.

2081. I thought you conceded to me th a t i t  would be some advantage if  there were bridges put 
across ?— I t  may be some advantage, but of very trifling advantage.

2082. W hat is the distance between the two proposed routes— the average distance ?—A t the widest 
point I  th ink  it  is about nine miles and three quarters upon th is map. O f course a t either end it  is not 
so great.

2083. I t  would come to four ?— No doubt it does— th a t is, four when you get to Murchison.
2084. Nbw where the point of divergence is only four miles, if it be of greater advantage to those 

on the west, would there not be a greater advantage to them  to have a line on the east ?— A t Murchison, 
if the line on the eastern side is carried along the line where i t  is surveyed, it would be a distance of 
only three-quarters of a mile from M urchison.

2085. T h a t is upon the eastern side?— Yes. I  should, perhaps, mention that tha t three-quarters of 
a mile is flooded to a depth of from ten to tw elve feet when the Goulburn is in flood, and would require to 
be bridged over the g reater part, if  not the whole of its length, in order to give Murchison access to a 
railway on the eastern side.

2086. T ake any other point th a t is not liable to such an objection as that. W ould it  not be an 
advantage to those residing on the w est to be in close vicinity to a railway ?— I  am afraid it would not be 
considered close vicinity, i f  they had to travel eight or ten  miles to get to it.

2087. I  take an average of four miles to four miles and a half?— I t  would be much more than th a t 
from the settled districts. I f  T a tu ra  be taken as the centre o f the  settled districts, the distance would be 
nine miles and three-quarters to a line on the eastern side of the Goulburn.

2088. Yes, bu t I  see here, from the point where the two lines meet, th irteen  miles from Avenel, from 
that upwards, for a distance of seven or eight miles, as far as M urchison, the point of divergence between 
the lines cannot be much more than an average of four miles or four miles and a half?— N ot as far as 
Murchison.

2089. T ake it step by step as far as M urchison, would it not be an advantage to those on the west 
side to be in close proxim ity to one on the east ?— No doubt it  would.

2090. T hen we are agreed so far as that, w here the river takes a greater bend. Suppose a  line were 
run diagonally from th a t point to T atura, a branch line running from th a t point to -Tatura would afford 
great facilities, would it not, to all the  selectors there ?— I t  would no doubt afford facilities, bu t it would 
make the journey a circuitous one.

2091. From  T a tu ra  and all that side ?—From  T atu ra—all the district from the north and west to 
the north-west of it.

2092. I suppose it  would be a distance then  about nine miles or ten  miles till i t  would reach the 
river ?— T he distance is between nine and ten miles from T atu ra  to the line on the  eastern side.

2093. B y  the H o n . N . F itzgera ld .— M r. Higinbotham , you w ere asked the comparative settlem ent 
on the east and w est of Murchison ?—Yes.

2094. A nd I  think you said th a t th a t colored blue appeared to cover a grea ter area on the east than 
on the west ?— Opposite M urchison.

2095. Do you happen to know anything o f the country on the w est o f M urchison tow ards R ush- 
worth and Whxoo ?— I  travelled over it  m any years ago. I  cannot say tha t I  know it.

2096. Is  it w ithin your knowledge th a t it  is a m ining d istric t—th a t there are antimony mines there ?
—Yes it  is so.

2097. I  presume i t  is on th a t account reserved from settlem ent ?— I  presume so ; I cannot say from 
my own knowledge.

2098. A re  the tw o bridges for the western line th a t you spoke of included in the total cost ?— Yes.
2099. W ill you give the Committee some information as to the num ber of creeks or rivers which 

would have to be bridged over as you th ink upon the eastern line— I  th ink the first you meet is the M uddy 
Greek ?— Yes, that is one.

2100. W hat is the w idth of the M uddy Creek in times of flood, or during the w inter months, have 
you any idea ?— I  cannot say ; I  only know th a t upon the N orth-E astern  railw ay it  was necessary to make 
a very large provision for crossing all those creeks.

2101. I  presume those creeks are much w ider w here they discharge into the G oulburn than they are 
upon the N orth-E astern  line— they grow as they travel ?— U ndoubtedly. W hen the N orth-E astern  line 
was being permanently set out, I  need scarcely say th a t no railw ay for the Goulburn Valley was thought of 
at that time ; bu t I  was so much impressed w ith the dangerous character of the country through which the 
line passed, th a t I  altered the N orth -E astern  line over a length of some tw enty miles, keeping two miles nearer 
to the ranges, in order to keep out of the  flooded country.

2102. I f  I said tha t th a t Muddy Creek would be about ha lf a mile wide, would it be an exaggerated 
estimate ?— I  know it is a creek th a t is subject to violent floods. I  have been stuck up for a  couple of days 
at Longwood unable to get either one way or th e  other. T he country is impassible except by boats in  flood 
time.

2103. T he Muddy Creek is about five miles from Murchison ?— I  suppose about tha t.
2104. W hat is the  nature of the country between M urchison and the Muddy Creek ?—I  have not 

been over th a t country. I  would rather not give an opinion about it.
2105. Could you say, as an engineer, from travelling over it, th a t it  would require high embank­

ments ?—No doubt it  would require embankments.
2106. H igh  embankments ?— Sufficient to keep out of the  floods.
2107. Suppose we say 5  or 6 feet ?— I  should th ink so.
2108. O ver the whole route ?— Yes.
2109. T he  n ex t place is Castle Creek, A rcadia ?—Yes.
2110. T h a t is about ten miles from Murchison ?— Yes, I  suppose it  is about t h a t ; I do not know.
2111. Do you know anything of the nature of th a t creek ?—I  know it is a  creek subject to violent 

floods j i t  is crossed by the N orth-Eastern railway.



T. Hi^mbotham,

continued, 
23th August 1S77.

2112. Could you give the Committee any idea of the length of bridge th a t it  would require to cross
it ?_I  could give the Committee an idea of the  length of bridges upon all the line of railway.

2113. T he n ex t is the Seven Creeks ?— Yes ; tha t is subject to violent floods.
2114. Can you tell us w hat size of a bridge you would require there ?— I  can give you the length of 

the bridge upon the N orth-E astern  railw ay over th a t creek.
2115. A nd of course the creek is wider approaching the Goulburn than it is on the N orth-Eastern

line ?— It is of course.
2116. W ould not it be three times ?— No, it  would not be so much, but it is wider.
2117. Now the B roken R iver ?— Both lines cross the Broken River.
2118. Now, taking a viaduct across these three creeks, would the total cost of bridging over, in

your opinion, equal the total cost of these two bridges at M urchison and Mooroopna ?— Yes ; I  have said
already tha t the line on the eastern side m ust be more expensive per mile than the line on the western side.

2119. T he floods on the w estern side are h igh ?— Yes.
2120. A nd on the eastern side o f the river ?— Yes.
2121. A nd these floods, which are periodical, along the country upon the E astern  line, are not so 

much the surcharge of the G oulburn as it  is the back-w ater from the Goulburn and the creeks overflowing? 
 • the  floods come down from the h igh country on the E ast of the N orth-E astern  line.

’2 1 2 2 . Overflowing the M uddy Creek and the Seven C reeks?— T hey all come down from the high 
country.

2123. B u t is it not an ordinary occurrence, that the whole of the face of th a t country, on the eastern 
side, is frequently one vast sheet of w ater ?>—I  believe it is so.

2124. A nd bein" so, and embankments being required a t certain seasons of the year, the mainte­
nance of those embankments—being in the m idst of a large lake— would be exceedingly costly ?—Not if 
they were properly made in the first instance, and kept sufficiently h igh above the flood level.

2125. Would they not be earthen embankments ?— Yes.
2126. I f  the whole country were a vast lake, how would you prevent the w ater from gradually 

m elting away the earthen embankments ?—M ore frequent bridges would be required ; bu t the banks would
suffice if  they were properly made.

2127. You said th a t the roads on the w estern side were very bad, bu t the  nature of the country for 
roads was better than the other side ; is the  Committee to understand th a t there  is stone on the western 
side ?— T here  is a little  ; i t  is not so badly provided w ith stone as the eastern side ; th a t is all you can say 
for it.

2128. B u t both sides are practically dust soil ?— Yes, th a t is the state of the m atter.
2129. Now as to the distances. Taking T atu ra  as the centre o f the settlem ent of the western side, 

w hat would be the distance from T atu ra  to the  nearest point on the E chuca line ?— T he distance to Rochester 
is about 30 miles.

2130. Is  th a t the nearest point ?—T hat, I  think, is about the nearest point.
2131. T he N orth-E astern  line comes near to Murchison ?— Yes ; M urchison would never go to the

Echuca line. #
2132. T he produce of the settlem ents all round T atu ra , i f  there be no railway on the western side, 

would it travel to jo in  the eastern railw ay or be necessitated to come back to the M urray R iver line ? Yes.
2133. Now  take the eastern side, if you please ; take the centre of th a t from any part where you see 

the line colored blue ; w hat would be the distance from any point in the  centre to the Is orth-Eastern line, 
say take E uroa or Longwood ?— From  w hat point on the N orth -E astern  line ?

2134. W here you see the thickest settlem ent, make a centre of the blue— [poin ting  out his meaning 
on the m ap ] ?— T h at would be about eighteen miles.

2135. And the distance from T atu ra  to jo in  the eastern railw ay would be eleven, I  understood you 
to say ?— Between nine and ten.

2136. Besides having a very much longer distance to travel 1— Yes.
2137. Now take that centre from the  point— will you refer again to the map— w hat in point of fact 

is the greatest distance th a t any of th a t settled country on the eastern side is now at th is moment from 
railway communication, from Longwood, Euroa, A venel, or w hatever point be the nearer ? I t  would get 
to Avenel in about sixteen miles. I t  would get to Longwood in about sixteen miles. A bout the same
distance to Longwood and to A venel.

2138. Now, from the point th a t you take as the centre, sixteen miles from Avenel, would you be 
kind enough to say w hat distance th a t would be from the town of M urchison ?— From  the centre of the
settlem ent on the eastern side ?

2139. From  the point th a t you say is sixteen miles from Longwood. I  w ant to  know the distance 
from th a t very point to Murchison, w here both lines meet, as it  were ?— Betw een three and foui miles. 
A llow  me for a moment to say the lines do not meet at M urch ison ; they m eet seven miles south of 
M urchison.

2140. W hat I  mean is the distance of both lines from M urchison is practically very little  both on the 
east and on the west ?— T he w estern line actually touches Murchison. _ _

2141. A nd the other is about two miles d istant ?— T he line as surveyed on the eastern side would 
be about three-quarters of a mile from M urchison.

2142. In  point of fact, from the point you speak of, only sixteen miles a t present from railway com­
munication ? I f  the w estern line be made, they would be w ith in  th ree or four miles of Murchison ?•—Yes.

2143. B u t the T atu ra  people would be about ten miles aw ay from a railw ay one side, and I  think 
you said thirty-five or th irty -four on the  other from Rochester ?— T h irty  miles on the  other side.

2144. Going along the eastern line, is the natu re  of the country un ifo rm ; is it  all of tha t cliaiacter 
which makes it, as you say, dear for a railw ay ?— T h at is the  general character, till you come w ithin eig t
miles of Shepparton. f

2145. Now, as a general rule, is the country which is unfavorable in character for roads also un a-
vorable for railways ?— Yes.

2146. As & °*GiiGnil rulG
2147. A nd it is so in th is case ; the railw ay, you say, though short, would cost so m uch? I  believe  

per mile the railway would cost more.



2148. Aro the surveys in the same state of advancement on both lines ?—No, the western line has t. m̂ nbotham,
been permanently set out. continued,

2149. The other is only an approximate estimate ?— The other was only an ordinary survey. 28th August 1877.
2150. And the one survey you would be professionally responsible for and the other not. I  presume 

that the department has made ?— Yes, the department is responsible for both, but the surveys are of a 
different character.

2151. But the estimate might be considerably under the mark upon the eastern side ?— I am not 
prepared to say. I  did not make the estimate on the eastern s id e ; I am responsible for the estimate on the 
western side.

2152. B y  the H on. J . P . B ear.— You stated that, in branching off from the North-Eastern line, I  
understood that you would prefer that the Goulburn line branched off not at Avenel, but nearer to Seymour ?
—Yes, at the gravel pits.

2153. Will you state to the Committee your reasons for giving the preference to that point of 
divergence ?— My reason is, that it would be a more direct line to Melbourne.

° 2154. Through a better country ?— I am not quite sure about that, point, and will not speak 
positively. My reason was, that it was a more direct line.

2155. Would the gravel pits be any advantage in ballasting the line?— No doubt; ballast from these 
pits must be taken along the line.

2156. I see, by the chart, that if  you start from the gravel pits, the line would be rather longer than 
from Avenel ?— More line to make, less line to travel.

2157. The gravel from these pits was used upon the North-Eastern line ?— Yes.
2158. Is it very good ballast ?— Very good.
2159. No permanent survey, you said, has been made of the eastern line after passing Nagambie ?

—No.
2160. B y  the H on. T . J . S u m n er—  I  should like to ask, Mr. Higinbotham, which is the best line 

from an engineering point of view, the cheapest line, and the most economical line to make for the good of 
the country ?— Of the two lines ?

2161. The eastern or the western ?— The western, decidedly, in my opinion.
2162. B y  the H on. R . D . R eid .— In making that estimate, did you allow for having to buy about 

six miles of private land ?— The usual rate ; the rate which we have found from experience which has been 
paid on other lines for land was assumed as the rate on this line.

2163. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— The bridges that you propose to cross the Goulburn with I  presume
would be of wood ?— It is intended so. _

2164. B y  the Hon. N .  F itzgera ld .— On the eastern line, does the railway pass through any private 
land ?— I cannot say ; I  have no doubt it does for some portion of its length.

2165. Is it more costly when it passes through small selections than through large estates— is not 
the price per acre as great upon the one as upon the other ?— I should think it would be quite as great.

2166. B y  the Hon. J . P . B e a r —  Are you aware whether the Goulburn is navigable?— It is not at 
present.

2167. But steamers have been up it for timber ?—I am not aware of it ; they may have been.
2168. Would not it be an objection in your mind to put bridges in view of the possibility of the rivers 

thereafter becoming navigable ?— Certainly, unless they were made opening bridges.
2169. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Can you give the Committee the difference in cost between the 

eastern and western side in an engineering point of view?— I  have not made any estimate of the eastern line.
The witness withdreiv.

W. F . Ilardie, Esq., examined.
2170. B y  the Hon. S ir  C. Sladen.— You are acquainted, "I believe, with the Goulburn Valley w.RHardic, 

railway line ? I  am. . 2sth August 1877.
2171. What surveys have you made there— you are the distinct surveyor, I  believe ? Resident

Engineer of the North-Eastern line.
2172. You have made a  survey of this line, I  believe?— I have superintended the same.
2173. Would you inform the Committee whereabouts that survey was made ?— Shall 1 describe the

line ? i d
2174. I f  you please?— It leaves Avenel station at a point 72 miles from Melbourne, then proceeds

in a northerly direction towards Nagambie. The two lines are identical for 13-g- miles rom  ̂ vene , ey 
then diverge, one crossing the Goulburn, about 7 miles north of Nagambie, and procee in0 in a nor ei y
direction towards Murchison and on towards Tatura. ,

2175: In fact, that is the western line?— That is the western line. Thence m an easterly dnectio
towards Mooroopna and Shepparton, crossing the Goulburn a second time. __

2176. When you were upon this line, you were permanently setting it  out for the permanent way.
I directed it to be permanently set out.

2177. Do you know anything o f the estimate of the cost of that line . I  do not. .
2178! That does not ™me °within your province ?-T hat does not come wrthm my province;

Mr. Watson generally undertakes those estimates for the department. __, . 1 . ,,...oQ;nrr
2179. Is there any engineering difficulty on that line ?-Nothmg of any moment, except the ciossmg

of the Goulburn.^ ^  ^  ̂^  Mdg6?_ Tea . t h?ve not gone into the cost of it.
2181. About what is the width of it ?— About 1000 feet.

1^1: B bto L l0any^1hm Vng?n7erto^Zatare on that line besides that?-N ot till you get near 
Shepparton, and then there is another crossing of'the Goulburn.

2184 Is that of the same character ?— Of a similar character. ^
2185* Is the line which you have described one which would be kept m an efficient condition at a low 

cost, or would it be an expensive line to keep in good condition ?— A  moderate cost.
2186. There is nothing particular about it either one way or the other . No.

R a ilw a y s . K



w. $\_Hardic, 2187. Do you know anything of the line which is known as the Eastern Line, on the eastern side of
eon/mwrf, the valley?— I have travelled over it. 

ist-hAugu îs?:. 2188. Do you know the line itself which has been surveyed?—I do.
2189. Are you able, from your knowledge of the country there, to speak with any confidence as to the 

nature of the country through which the line would pass ?— The country is inferior to that on the west side.
2190. -I am speaking of it with regard to the difficulties or facilities, as the case may be, of makin"

a railway ?— I should prefer making one on the west to one on the east side.
2191. Are there fewer difficulties presented on the west side?— Yes ; they are concentrated on the 

west, they are not so on the east.
2192. What are the difficulties that you see on the east side ?— There are a great many rivers come

to that particular point where this line has been set o u t; there is the Castle Creek, the Muddy Creek, the
Broken River, and the other small tributaries.

2193. And is the country in the neighborhood of the localities where this would be crossed subject 
to be greatly flooded?— I have never seen it, but I understand they are ; I have never seen them in flood.

2194. Would not the contour of the country give you an idea whether it is liable to floods?—It does,
to a certain extent. I  may say that, in practice, I  laid out the North-Eastern line ; in 1868 and 1869
I  altered a great portion of that line through that country on account of the floods.

2195. You think that country was similar to that which would have to be passed by the Eastern line 
along the valley of the Goulbourn ?— Yes. We made a great deal of extra waterway upon the North- 
Eastern line at this particular point.

2196. Is that always an important item, both in keeping a railway in efficient order and in makin°- 
it ?—Yes.

2197. You expect more outlay upon the line which is liable to these severe floods ?— Yes.
2198. Do you think the line on the eastern side would be a more expensive one to keep in repair 

than the one on the western side ?— I think so.
2199. Would there be any great difference per mile ?— I could not say the proportions, but I should 

certainly say it would be more.
2200. Would there be any appreciable difference—any difference which would be of consequence, and 

which would tell as against the line in the amount for repairs and working expenses, and so forth ?—I 
certainly think so— that depends entirely upon the floods. I f  there were no floods, then it would not make 
so much difference ; if  it is subject to floods in winter, the banks wash away.

2201. Would the gradients be about the same on either side ?— Similar. The country is very much 
about the same elevation on each side.

2202. And there are no ranges or hills to go through on either side?— No, nothing of any moment.
2203. The character of the land on the western side, I  understand from the Engineer-in-Chief, is 

well adapted— it is very good country for making a railway ?— Good, sound country, yes.
2204. What is the character in that respect on the eastern side— does it compare favorably with' the 

western side ?— I do not think so.
2205. Then in that respect, independently of the bridges and the floods, and so forth, would there be 

any difference in the cost of construction on the one side and the other ?— Yes, I  think so. I  may say that 
I  have made no estimate whatever of the line.

2206. But as a practical engineer you can tell by a glance of the eye, looking over two different 
kinds of country, over which cceteris paribus you could make it at the least cost ?— Yes, decidedly. I think 
the eastern line would be the most costly.

2207. Independently of the bridges ?—Yes.
2208. Are you sufficiently conversant with the country to be able to speak with regard to settlement 

upon it ?— I  have travelled over the country.
2209. You have not been resident in it?— I have not.
2210. You cannot speak as to the distance of the two lines— the relative lengths of the two lines ?—No.
2211. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Mr. Hardie, you have been Resident Engineer, I  think, upon the 

North-Eastern line for several years ?— Yes.
2212. Have you been engaged in the construction of the line ?— I was for a portion of it.
2213. Do many of the creeks that you have found upon the North-Eastern line flow into the

Goulburn ?— Yes, a good number.
2214. And when you were constructing the North-Eastern line you made provision against flood- 

waters ?— We did.
2215. How many years have you been Resident Engineer of the North-Eastern line?— Between five 

and six years.
2216. Have they suffered much from floods during that time ?— Where ?
2217. Upon the North-Eastern— from these creeks that wo have heard so much about ?—I have seen 

them all pretty well filled, but nothing has been washed away.
2218. You have seen them filled once or twice ?— Yes.
2219. But no injury to the line accrued from the flood ?— No. In one particular place, as I stated

to you just now— I do not know whether you understood me or not— we altered the waterway twice, and 
made an exceptionally large provision for water.

2220. The land on the western side is more hilly and higher than it is upon the east ?—Yes, and 
sounder ground.

2221. Is it not more hilly in parts than on the eastern side ?— Some portions of it.
2222. And more engineering difficulties on that account ?— No, I  cannot say so.
2223. We will say as far as Murchison, which side of the river is the flattest and smoothest? As 

far as Murchison the lines are almost identical, the elevation of the country is similar on both sides of the 
river, as the line is set out, and I think the levels in the department will prove it.

2224. Then, in point of fact, it would be better in your opinion to construct the line on the east as 
far as Murchison rather than on the west, would it not ?— Yes,* a sounder country to construct a line upon.

2225. As far as Murchison ?— As far as Murchison.

* This is an error in evidence. I intended to have said, the west was the sounder side to construct a line u p o n ,— W.F.H.



2226. And by constructing it upon the cast side as far as Murchison,* would it not accommodate a
greater number of people ?— I cannot go into a question of population.

2227. But had you an opportunity of going over this ground ?—I had.
2228. I  suppose you saw the number of settlers who took up ground about Murchison ?— I certainly

did on both sides. , v
2229. Did not you observe that settlement about from Avenel to Murchison was much denser up to 

Murchison on the eastern side than on the west ?— I think it was ; I  am speaking from memory I have no map
2230.^ You are perfectly correct in your thoughts. From Murchison by the Eastern line on to 

Shepparton, is there really any engineering difficulty in the way ?— There are a few bridges.
2231. But surely you do not regard those as any insuperable objection ?— Not insuperable, certainly.
2232. You only look at the question of expense in spanning these creeks ?— Yes, and from the floods ■ 

I certainly would make extra provision for them. ’
2233. How would you provide against the floods ?— By making additional waterway.
2234. Have you made inquiries when you wore up there, how often the Goulburn was flooded during 

the last twenty years?— I have known of two very heavy floods in the last twenty years.
2235. You have known of two floods ?— Yes.
2236. In what years?—I cannot recollect the date, I  only speak from memory.
2237. Were you up in this part of the country at the time ?— I was not.
2238. Did you have an opportunity of judging ?— I was not over the country at the time.
2239. Were you on the east side or west side of the stream at that time?— I was not down in that 

part of the country— not that part of the country at all at that time.
2240. You had no opportunity of judging of the effect of the floods?— Not down there, at that 

particular spot.
2241. You see where Mooroopna is upon the map?— I do.
2242. About there, I  think ( if  I  understood Mr. Iliginbotham rightly), he said it would be necessary 

to have a swing bridge there, at the river just about that part ?—I am not aware of any swing bridge being 
proposed.

2243. Do you know anything about the estimate of either line, east or west?— I do not know. Mr. 
Watson can speak upon that point; I  have nothing whatever to do with the estimates.

2244. Who was the surveyor who laid out those lines, east and west ?— Messrs. Martin and Strafford.
2245. Are they still in the Government service ?— They are.
2246. Did you accompany Mr. Higinbotham in February last, when he went over that line ?— He 

and I have been several times over that country to see the different surveys, at the camps when they were 
making the surveys, and giving instructions for the making of the permanent surveys.

2247. When you were travelling, did you travel up that western side and come down the eastern, or 
go up the eastern and come down the western?— I have travelled three or four times both ways.

2248. But when you were with Mr. Higinbotham ?— I think we travelled up the east side and came 
down the west side, as far as I  recollect.

2249. Coming along the west from Shepparton, where did you go to ?— From Shepparton ?
2250.— Y es?— From Shepparton we crossed the punt, and came to Mooroopna. We crossed the 

pimt again to see the other side of the country— we described a circle.
2251. Did you cross the Broken River?— Both ways we did; and I  was going to tell you that wo 

went back from Mooroopna, back to Shepparton, to examine both sides of the country.
2252. Leaving Shepparton, where did you go to ?—To Mooroopna.
2253. I thought you went back again ?—We did ; and from Mooroopna we went to Tatura, and from 

Tatura to Murchison.
2254. From Shepparton to Tatura, what kind of road did you travel over ?— Shepparton to Tatura ?
2255. Yes ?— There is a small portion of it between Mooroopna and Shepparton is very bad upon 

the flats, that is, upon the east side of the Goulburn, and upon the west side it is very swampy likewise, 
hut between Mooroopna and Tatura the roads are very fair.

2256. On the western side ?— On the western side.
2257. From Tatura down along, what was the next place you came to ?— From Tatura we went to 

Murchison.
2258. What state do you find the roads in on the western side ?— It was a very bad road.
2259. That is a bad piece of road?— Yes.
2260. A  large portion of it made by the Shire Council ?— Some of it formed, but there is no gravel 

or ballast upon it.
2261. And from Murchison you came to Nagambie ?— Yes.
2262. Is there a good road there ?—N o ; the roads at that time of the year were very bad indeed;

they could not be very much worse, for the traffic was so great upon them.
2263. Do not you think, by constructing a line upon the eastern side, it would be of advantage to

those also residing upon the west of the river ?— Yes, I  believe it would.
5264. Would the reverse hold good, that, if you construct a line on the west it would be of any use

to the people on the east— are the roads in such a state there that the people could get their produce to the
railway line?—It would not be of much use to a great portion of them, unless a bridge were constructed 
over the Goulburn.

2265. But given the bridges, can they make roads on the eastern side without going to a very great 
cost ?—The eastern side ?

2266. Yes ?— No, I do not think s o ; I  saw no ballast whatever to put on the road— nothing to put
upon the road. There is some ballast upon the western side, but none upon the other.

2267. Now, where those two routes or lines are nearly opposite to each other, what are the reduced 
levels—take any place there, what is the difference in the levels on one side and the other ?— I do not quite 
understand you.

2268. On the east and west sides take relative places— take those two lines, say at Murchison, what 
is the difference between the levels at Murchison on the east and on the west side ?— Between Murchison—  
that is to say, where the line has been laid out permanently, and where the temporary line has been set out?

* This is likewise an error in evidence. I misunderstood the question. I meant the west side. I have not altered it, in 
terms of letter forwarded, hut this is what I meant to convey.—W.F.H.
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2269. Y es?— I should say there would be very little difference in height; but I only speak from 
memory, the books in the department would show their height exactly.

2270. Very little difference you think ?— Very little difference in height, as the line is set out.
2271. So that the advantage in favor of the Eastern line would be, that it would be two miles or two 

miles and a half shorter than the other ?— Yes.
2272. And it would accommodate more people?— It would accommodate a good many people.
2273. And not run for six miles through a private estate?— There are private estates upon the east 

tis well as upon the west side.
2274. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .— Have you charge of the whole of the North-Eastern line?__

Yes, I  have charge of the whole of it, from Essendon to Wodonga.
2275. Are you then perfectly familiar with the country between Avenel and Euroa—these are the 

points to which the produce from the eastern side of the railway would naturally flow?— Yes.
2276. I  suppose you are aware that the produce of this country finds its way to some of those 

stations?— Which stations?
2277. Longwood, Euroa, or Avenel ?— It does; a considerable quantity.
2278. And what is the distance from— say the most northern point of these three—Euroa to 

Melbourne— about what say Avenel to Melbourne ?— Seventy-two miles.
2279. Now, what is the distance from either of the nearest of these three railway stations, Euroa, 

Longwood, or Avenel, to the centre of the district between the North-Eastern railway and this proposed 
line on the eastern side ?— I have a small plan ; it does not give Euroa.

2280. Take the centre, say six miles from Murchison, to the east— [ handing a map to the tvilness, 
and explaining the same]— is that country settled— what is the distance from that point to the nearest 
railway station of those three, Longwood, Euroa, or Avenel— the nearest?— The stations are not marked 
upon this plan.

2281. I do not want it with exact accuracy— would it be about 15 miles ?— \_The loitness scaled the 
distance upon the p la n ] — Sixteen miles to Euroa.

2282. Then, supposing the Western line of railway were constructed, and to run through the town 
of Murchison, would not the settlers on the eastern side— at the point where you have your pencil mark 
there, six miles— be able to take advantage of the Western line of railway at Murchison, within six miles 
of them ; or, if  they preferred, would they not have at Euroa railway communication only 90 miles 
from Melbourne, within 15 or 16 miles of them—is not that what you just said ?— Would you just repeat it?

2283. This point is six miles from Murchison, so that the settlers there would have for their produce 
a railway if  this Western line were constructed within six  miles of them here, and the worst that could 
happen would be for them to have fifteen or sixteen miles to go to Euroa ?— That is all.

2284. Now come to Tatura—suppose that this Eastern line were made, those people would be obliged 
to go across there, catch the communication, or else come a distance of twenty-five miles to Rochester to 
the main line ?— Yes.

2285. And Rochester is, I  suppose, double the distance from Melbourne that Euroa or Avenel is ?— 
I  cannot say.

2286. A t any rate a considerable distance ?— Yes.
2287. You see the point there a little below Tatura ?— I do.
2288. The settlers there would have to cross the Murchison bridge, would they not, to get to the 

railway on the eastern side ?— They would, as things exist at present; that is to say, that is the only 
communication there now across the bridge.

2289. Do you know anything of the nature of the ground between the Murchison bridge, the bridge 
where the railway would be, say two miles, or two miles and a half off ?— I do.

2290. Is it flooded in winter time ?— It is.
2291. Would it not require absolutely the continuation of that bridge to reach the railway station in 

winter ?— Yes, it would require a bridge of about three quarters of a mile.
2292. Would not that three-quarter mile bridge be more expensive to connect the bridge itself with 

the railway station than the bridge itself over the Goulburn River ?— I have not gone into that.
2293. I  do not ask you to pin yourself to a shilling ; I  say, from your knowledge of the country, 

would you not estimate the cost of that bridge to connect the railway to be quite as great as the bridge 
across the Goulburn, £4000 ?—It would ; I  have just made that calculation.

2294. You said a few bridges across these creeks, and you told us the nature o f the water-ways that
you say you have to enlarge in order to get rid of the flood-water upon the North-Eastern railway. I
presume it is within your knowledge that these creeks, the Muddy Creek and the various other creeks, the 
Seven Creeks, that they grow very much, do not they, between the North-Eastern line and where they 
debouch into the Goulburn ?— As I said before, I  have not passed through that country in flood.

2295. No, but from passing over the country, surely you can see the traces of its having been 
inundated— are they not very wide creeks ?— Yes, some are of considerable width.

2296. What would you think to be the width of a bridge across the Seven Creeks?—I think about 
1800* feet.

2297. Now will you be kind enough to inform the Committee whether the cost of making that 
bridge across the Seven Creeks would not be more expensive than a bridge across the Goulburn do you 
think it would be as much ?— I  think it would be.

2298. That is across one creek ?— Yes.
2299. That is one o f the “ few bridges ” ?— Yes.
2300. And it would require a very long bridge over the Muddy Creek, would it not ? I canno 

speak positively about any of the others ; I took the size of this going along one day, and that is why I can 
speak o f  it.

2301. And you say it is 1800 feet long ?— Yes.
2302. Would this railway on the eastern side not have to be upon embankments all the way, or a 

considerable distance ?— Yes.
2303. A  considerable distance ?— Y es. > i , •
2304. Would it be a continued line of embankments— the bank of the river is very low tlieie, is i 

not ?—No ; the banks of the river are steep there.__________________________________________ ___________

* This was an erroi1 in evidence. See  question 2551.—W.F.IL



2305. Upon the east ?— Yes, the hanks of the river are steep. xv. f. Hardic.

2306. But the country upon that side o f the river, upon the eastern side, is very low, is it not ?—
Very flat. 28th August i877.

2307. And sometimes inundated ?— Yes.
2308. You have heard of its being inundated ?— Yes ; but I  never saw it personally.
2309. But you as an engineer must know it would be subject to inundation, and you must have the 

permanent way above flood level ?— Certainly.
2310. Can you give us an idea of the height the embankment would be to keep the permanent way 

above flood level ?— I cannot speak positively about that.
2311. Would it be 5 feet ?— I think not.
2312. You said to my honorable friend the Postmaster-General— I do not know whether you intended

the effect of your answer—but you said the line east as far as Murchison, the projected line could be made 
cheaper than the Western line ?—About the same I  said.

2313. You said that the country was more suitable— sounder on the eastern side than on the western 
side— as far as Murchison ?— I  do not think so.

2314. I  did not think you meant it, but I  took that down as your answer, to give you an opportunity 
of correcting it. Is the country better on the western side than on the eastern?— The country, as far as 
Murchison, is very similar indeed on both sides ; it is very flat on both sides.

2315. You were talking about the character of the country— the ballast; do you mean that there is 
stone upon the western side ?— Yes.

2316. Much of it?— Yes, a good deal in the hills I  examined. It is not of a very good quality, but 
it exists.

2317. I suppose making the roads between Tatura and Murchison must have been very expensive ?—
There is not very much ballast upon any of them.

2318. But would not the character of the country, which is bad to make a road, be, as a general 
rule, to make a railway also?— Yes.

2319. B y the lio n . W . Wilson.— I  think you are the Resident Engineer for the North-Eastern 
line ?—Yes.

2320. You have professional knowledge, I  apprehend, of the routes which are proposed by the 
Government, marked upon the county of Moira plan?— Yes, I have a plan showing the different routes.

2321. Have you been called upon, as Resident Engineer, to form any estimate of the cost of the 
construction or not ?— I have n o t ; I  have informed the Committee before that Mr. Watson is entrusted 
with the estimate of all those lines.

2322. Have you formed an estimate of the route marked blue, crossing the Goulburn and going into 
the township of Murchison, and crossing the Goulburn and going into Shepparton ?— I  have not made an 
estimate of either line, I  only superintended the laying out of the line through the country.

2323. You have examined both routes— travelled over them?— Yes, I  have.
2324. I  apprehend you are only prepared to give evidence as far as your professional knowledge of 

each line is concerned, not of the character of settlement ?— No, I  know nothing at all about settlement, 
unless from casual observation.

2325. Is there any necessity for taking the blue line across the Goulburn, at a point about the west 
of Nerline township, or pre-emptive right, instead of at a point about a mile-and-a-half below Murchison—  
north of Murchison ; is there any engineering necessity for that, i f  the blue line be found to be the best to 
be made, in an engineering point of view ?— I examined the banks of the river there up and down for miles 
below the present point where we cross, and I  selected this point, because it is a long reach and a square 
crossing, and the banks on both sides are nearly the same height.

2326. I f  you go straight north from the pink line where it diverges, would not the crossing be 
equally good ?— Is that nearer Toolambie station ?

2327. The allotment marked upon the plan is 209, at the edge of the river ?— I do not know ; I  
could not speak positively.

2328. Then have you any knowledge— suppose that it crosses there and it was found to be easily 
crossed— of the distance from there to Shepparton, in a direct line from that point?— W ill you show me the 
point, if  you please ?

2329. A  bend in the river marked upon the north bank of the river 7, and upon the south bank of 
the river 209, going up from the pink line straight north ?— W ill you show your plan to me please 
[the honorable member 'pointed out to the witness his meaning on the plan~\ ?— Yes, I  know that place.^

2330. Have you any knowledge of the distance from there to Shepparton, in a direct line, by either
the Western or the Eastern route ?— From the river, do you mean ?

2331. Yes, from that point ?— From the river or from the line ?
2332. From the river, crossing to Shepparton ?— Sixteen miles from there across to Shepparton.
2333. Then the whole engineering difficulty is to be found between that point and Shepparton— 16 

miles ?— Yes.
2334. Then have you any knowledge, or can you arrive at the distance from that point that the blue 

line would require to traverse to Shepparton, as compared with the pink? Round the blue line do you mean?
2335. Following the blue line to Shepparton as proposed ?— I take the distance from the crossing of  

the river, in a direct line to Shepparton, not round the pink line.
2336. Round the pink line, and round the blue line, what is the difference in length to reach 

Shepparton?— [T h e  witness m easured upon the p lan . ] — It is 19 miles by the pink line, speaking ioug y,
22 miles by the blue, roughly. e „ ^  .. _ , . , , .. r

2337. Then there would be a difference of 3 miles in what is really 16 miles of a straight line from
that point to reach Shepparton, going by the pink line on the one hand, and the blue on the other? Ih e
distances I  gave you are nearly correct. . . . .  , . . , T n • i.

2338. Would it be more expensive to construct the pink line than the b lu e . 1 think so.
2339. More expensive?— Yes. # .
2340 Upon what grounds would it be more expensive ?—-I think I  have stated alieady that the 

country is not so well adapted for constructing a railway, because it is both boggy and spewy, and that 
description of ground is not good at any time for building a railw ay; I  have found it so before.



w. f .  Hardio, 2341. Then take into consideration having to cross the Goulburn twice ?— Yes.
co&'ed, 2342. And bridging the Goulburn twice?— And bridging the Goulburn twice, upon the blue,

ssth August 1S77. 2343. The bridging of the Goulburn twice would cost less or more than the pink line on the eastern
side to Shepparton, per mile ?— I do not quite understand you.

2344. What I mean is this— say that the pink line is to go 19 miles, and that the cost of constructing 
it from that point to Shepparton would be more than the cost of the blue line 22 miles from the crossing the 
Goulburn to Shepparton?— I could not say that, it is a matter of calculation, I  have not made an estimate of 
th a t; Mr. Watson made all the estimates.

2345. From your knowledge you think the blue line, so far as the settlement has taken place, would 
accommodate more people than the pink ?— I cannot speak with certainty, from casual observation I should 
say so.

2346. But from your knowledge of the route the blue line takes, would it be at all possible for people 
settled upon the western side, down about Kialla, and west of Shepparton, to get an easy road to go into the 
blue road, it would be easy to construct a road to any station upon the blue line ?—Yes, by bridging the 
Goulburn ; there is no difficulty about that.

2347. There are a variety of creeks, I  understand, the Seven Creeks and Broken River, that enter 
the Goulburn between the two points, between the 16 mile, where you cross the Goulburn, and 
Shepparton ?— Yes.

2348. Would it be a very difficult matter to bridge these creeks, in order to make a road to reach a 
railway station on the western side ?— Yes, it would, with some of them.

2349. Would it be as difficult to bridge them to oblige the settlers on the eastern side as it would be 
to bridge it for the railway ?— No, it would not be such an expensive bridge.

2350. Then, from your knowledge in a purely engineering point of view, you think it would be 
better to carry the railway across the Goulburn at the point I  indicated, 16 miles from Shepparton, and 
make a detour by the blue line here, and come into Shepparton across the Goulburn ?— I may tell you that 
I  examined that crossing that you speak of, it would be a very long crossing, and would be a longer 
crossing and a worse one than the present, for the simple reason that the banks are very low upon the 
one side, and very high on the other. Where we cross now, the banks are high on both sides. Almost 
all these rivers have a high and a low bank, but in this case they are both high, and pretty nearly the 
same elevation, or within a few feet of each other ; therefore I  consider it the best crossing.

2351. From a professional point of view you are of opinion that it would be better to take the 
railway across the Goulburn, as indicated here by the blue line, and again across the Goulburn, near 
Shepparton, to connect Shepparton with Avenel ?— No ; my idea of the line most suitable to the people of 
that district and the settlement generally, would be to take the blue line up to within two or three miles 
east of Tatura, on the Rochester road, and leave the line there for further extension to the Murray. This 
would save making 7 miles of railway at present, and a saving likewise of an extra crossing of the 
Goulburn and Broken Rivers.

2352. And not go into Tatura at all ?— No, that would accommodate the whole district of Shepparton 
as well.

2353. Make the terminus about three or four miles west of Shepparton ?—No, to the east of 
Tatura.

2354. And within three or four miles of Shepparton ?— And about three miles to the west of 
Mooroopna, and about six miles to the west of Shepparton, on the Rochester road.

2355. B y  the Hon. D r. Dobson.—You said that the line on the eastern side as well as the line 
on the western side ran through private property ; do you know the extent—how many miles would 
the railway go through purchased freehold land taking the eastern side ?— I could not give it you 
definitely.

2356. Have you any idea at all ?— No. I  know Mr. Fraser has a large estate there.
2357. Anybody else ?— There are others, but I forget their names.
2358. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear .— The line as proposed branches off at Avenel ?—Yes.
2359. Do you think that is the best spot for it to branch off?— I do not.
2360. What, in yous opinion, is the best point ? —I consider what we call the gravel pits is the best 

route— about five miles south of Avenel.
2361. Between Avenel and Seymour ?— Yes.
2362. That would be a more direct line ?— A  more direct line.
2363. And go through better country?— Similar country.
2364. Would you get the gravel direct for ballasting there ?— That is one great matter in taking the 

line from there ; there is splendid ballast, and any quantity.
2365. Upon the spot ?— Yes, upon the spot, and within half a mile of the junction.
2366. B y  the lio n . J . A . W allace.— I think you are in favor of the branch line coming out at the 

gravel pits. I  think Mr. Higinbotham’s opinion is the same as yours— will you tell the House the reason 
why you desire to bring it into Avenel when you think it would be better to join at the gravel pits ; have 
you any reason for it ?— When I  went up to examine the country, I  saw this was by far the best and most 
direct line from Melbourne, but there was some opposition raised to it at the time, I  do not know by whom; 
but I  think it was the people o f Avenel.

2367. Have you any idea of the objections, what they were?— I could not say ; at all events,
the survey was given up, and the permanent survey from Avenel proceeded with.

2368. B y  the H on. J . B alfour.— I  understood you to say that you would not propose to carry the
line direct from Shepparton ?—Yes.

2369. I  thought you said about six miles from Shepparton— did you recommend that ?— Yes.
2370. Leaving the line for an extension further northwards, I  suppose ?— Towards the Murray ; I 

thought it -would do away with the necessity for crossing the Goulburn a second time, and it would 
accommodate the whole o f that country.

2371. In a general way, from an engineering point of view, do you prefer the red or the blue line, 
taking into consideration the economy of construction and all the circumstances ?— I prefer the blue.

The icitness ivithdrew.



Robert Watson, Esq., examined.

J SJ?- th* H ° n' Si r } Charles Sladen .— You have been engaged, I believe, in surveying a line Robertwatton. 
upon the Goulburn Valley ? I have not been engaged in surveying it, but I have been over the route. 1 28t & S i 877. 
have been over the Goulburn Valley, but. I have not been engaged in surveying it.

2373. In what way have you been concerned in the Goulburn Valley line *?— I have travelled over 
the different routes which have been surveyed there, and I have made estimates of the two lines the one on 
the east and the other on the western side of the river. ’

2374. Have you gone over the surveyed lines ?— I have.
2375. You did not survey them yourself ?— I did not.
2376. And you had the material at hand for making an estimate ?— I had sufficient material at hand

to make comparative estimates between the cost of the two lines.
2377. That is actual estimates for both lines ?— Yes.
2378. When were you there ?— I first went over the line on the western side of the river in the early 

part of July.
2379. Last July ?— Y e s ..
2380. Was that your first acquaintance with the country of the Goulburn Valley ?— Yes, it was.
2381. Then what did you do in Ju ly?— I simply drove over the line from Seymour through 

Nagambie, Murchison, and to Shepparton. I returned on the same side of the river by way of Tatura 
again through Murchison and Nagambie to Avenel.

2382. Still going through Murchison ?— Going both ways through Murchison.
2383. Then you have not seen the intermediate country, marked blue upon the chart, between Mur­

chison and Nagambie ?— Yes, I have seen the country, marked blue on the plan, between Nagambie and 
Murchison.

2384. You did not state so. A s I understood, you went from Nagambie to Murchison, which would 
be following more nearly the red line, would it not ?— No ; I crossed the river at what is called the 
Nagambie Punt, about two or three miles north from Nagambie.

2385. Is that anywhere in the neighborhood of the crossing of the blue line ?— It is not near where 
the blue line crosses the Goulburn ; but, on mv way back, I  examined the point at which the line crosses 
the Goulburn.

2386. Could you point out where the erossing-place on the Goulburn is. Is it anywhere near the 
line marked blue that you crossed over ?— The point at which I  crossed the Goulburn was a considerable 
distance— I should think four or five miles— from where the line crosses the Goulburn. I have not the 
exact position of the township of Nagambie marked upon the plan.

2387. In describing your tour from Nagambie to Murchison and Shepparton and back again, I  could 
not see that you went at all near the blue line, as it is between Murchison and the crossing of the river ?—
On the way back I  went to the point at which the line crosses the river.

2388. You did ?— I did, on my way back.
2389. Then, in fact, you have been over the whole of the pink line, and the whole of the blue line ?

—I think I may say that I  have followed the route of the blue line more closely than 1 did the route of the 
pink line.

2390. Will you give the Committee the benefit of your observation with regard to the expense— say 
of the blue line ?— On my first visit I  considered the question was settled, that the line was to follow 
the direction indicated by the blue line. I  had nothing whatever to do with what is shown as the pink 
line. It was only on my second visit that I saw anything of the pink line. I  assume that the
Engineer-in-Chief had selected the best route for the line, and I  saw no engineering difficulties whatever
in its construction.

2391. Will you give the Committee the benefit o f the estimate you made of the cost of the blue line ?
—My estimate which I  made of the cost o f the blue line, which is on the western side of the river, was 
£259,925, and its length 44*425 miles.

2392. How much was that a mile ?— £5851.
2393. And what is the entire length ?— 44*425 miles from Avenel to Shepparton.
2394. Is that including the whole cost of the permanent way ?— That includes everything.
2395. Bridges, stations, rolling stock ?— That includes everything.
2396. What do you estimate the cost o f the bridge across the Goulburn, south of Murchison ?—

£4000.
2397. And the one at Mooroopna ?— The one at Mooroopna, I have assumed that the provision to be 

made for water would be greater, because it is lower down the stream, and has received the water from 
several different creeks. I have taken that at £4800.

2398. And along the blue line are there any other what would be generally known as engineering 
works besides those two bridges ?— There is nothing of any consequence ; the ground is slightly undulating, 
but there are no heavy works at all.

2399. Good sound ground ?— Yes ; it is good sound ground.
2400. Much cutting ?— I do not think there need be any considerable cutting at all.
2401. And that appeared to you to be a good line ?— Yes.
2402. Well laid out. Now will you give the Committee the benefit of your observations on the pink

line ?—rl had not an opportunity of examining the pink line so carefully as I had tire west line.
2403. Did you go over the pink line in July, when you first went over the blue line ? No ; subse- '

quently. When I first went over the country I had no idea that the pink line was contemplated.
2404. When did you first go over the pink line ?— I think about a fortnight after I  first went over

the blue line. T ... . . . .
2405. About a month ago, the end of July ?— About that ; but I do not like to speak positively—

about a month ago. , . , . . 0 __
2406 Have you formed an estimate per mile of the cost of the line marked pink r xes.
2407! Would you give the Committee the benefit of that ?— I made the first estimates for the blue

line and the pink line at the same time. t
2408. You made them at the same time ?— Upon the same day.



Robert Watson, 2409. I  understood you to say that you made an estimate of the blue line early in July?—N o ; I
made an examination ; I  am speaking now p f the estimate. I  examined both lines before I  made the 

2Sth August is77. estimate. I  made the estimates at the same time. The estimate for the line on the west side, that is the 
blue line, as I  said before, was £259,925. The estimate for the eastern line or pink line was 42*6 miles in 
length, cost £259,419.

2410. H ow  much per mile is that ?— On the east side £6089 per mile ; on the west side £5851 
per mile.

2411. What engineering difficulties did you find on the pink line?— There is a very large provision 
required for the water, a much larger provision per mile than on the western side.

2412. What part of the line is that in ?— I think I may say the whole length of it.
2413. Could you speak with any certainty as to either side of the river being subject to floods? No •

I  cannot speak of that.
2414. But in forming your estimate of a line of railway, would it not be necessary that you should 

have some idea of the flood levels ?— Yes ; but in this instance I  was guided by the provision that has been 
made for the water that passes underneath the North-Eastern line between Avenel and Benalla, the whole 
of the water that passes under the North-Eastern line between Avenel and Benalla would be crossed by the line 
that passes on the eastern side of the Goulburn, with one exception. I  w ill not say slight exception. At 
a certain point on the Broken River, which is crossed by the North-Eastern line near Benalla, about six 
miles down the river, there is a point at which the water in floods overflows its banks, and goes away to the 
north and north-east, and has not to be crossed by the line upon the eastern side of the Goulburn; but in 
making the estimate for the provision for water upon the pink line, I  have not added anything for the 
gathering ground between the North-Eastern and the pink line. It has been found that the provision for 
the water on the North-Eastern line is not excessive, but I  have adopted the same provision for the pink 
line as upon the North-Eastern line.

2415. I suppose they would need more water-way upon the Eastern line than upon the North- 
Eastern line, upon the eastern line of the Goulburn V alley ?— I f  anything it would require more ; but it 
does not necessarily follow. I f  a fall of rain were to follow down the water courses at the same rate at 
which the water flows in the water courses, greater provision would be required at the crossing of the pink 
line ; but as a rule the water that falls between the two lines, a very considerable portion of id would have 
passed through the pink line before the water that fell about the North-Eastern line would come down to 
i t ; so that it does not necessarily follow that a proportionately larger provision should be made upon the 
pink line.

2416. But I  want to draw your attention to the liability to inundation of that country, and in forming 
your estimate of the line. I  want to ascertain from you whether it was not desirable for you to know what 
the flood levels were, in order that you might keep your permanent way above flood water mark ?—It is 
almost impossible in a country like that to ascertain the flood levels, except you marked the well-defined 
creeks. When the water flows over a flat open country like this, it is almost impossible to find out where to 
make provision for it.

2417. But as a matter of precaution you "would ascertain from persons living in the neighborhood 
where the water went, and how it went ?— It is exceedingly difficult to get that information in a country 
like this, as compared with country where the creeks are well defined. In an open creek a man will say it 
goes up as far as that mark is, and that is definite and certain ; but in an open flat country like this where it 
extends so far, it is a difficult thing to find out, it is almost impossible to say what the flood levels would be.

2418. A s a general rule you have to keep your permanent way well above the flood water ?—Yes, 
certainly.

2419. Then in the absence of that information that you say there is so much difficulty in getting, 
your estimate might be considerably o u t ; and if  you have to raise your line a foot more, or two feet more 
than you estimated, would not that make a considerable difference in the cost per mile ?— Of course it 
would. I  have assumed that through this flat country an average height o f embankment of 3 feet would be 
required all the way.

2420. You have calculated upon the general level being kept up 3 feet ?— Yes ; it is merely a matter 
of opinion, in some cases it would be no doubt more.

2421. Do any of the creeks upon the pink line present any great difficulties in bridging ?—I do not 
think so.

2422. A re not they likely to develop into large watercourses ?— No ; in the one case I  mentioned 
just now, the Broken River, the provision for water I  think necessary w ill be considerably less than where 
it is crossed at Benalla. The other creeks, the Castle Creek I  think, for instance, would require much more 
provision. The Muddy Creek is scarcely known upon the North-Eastern line ; it is a name that it gets after 
crossing the North-Eastern.

2423. Independently of the bridges and all questions of flood, how do the two sides of the river 
compare generally for making a railway— the east and west sides ?— I consider the earthworks upon the 
eastern side would cost more per mile than those on the western side.

2424. Is that due to the flood ?— That is due to keeping out of the way of the floods.
' 2425. But otherwise where the ground is dry, are there greater facilities on the one side than on the

other ?— No, where the ground is dry, I  do not think there is any difference.
2426. Would the ballasting on each side be the same ?— Yes, as far as I  have been able to make out.
2427. Where would the ballasting come from on either side ?— It is difficult to say. There are gravA 

pits not far from Avenel, some miles from Avenel, and I  think that a considerable portion o f the gravel 
would have to come from th ere; but it would have to be carted or taken by a tramway to the proposed line.

2428. Could it not come by the North-Eastern line?— It might, but it would have to come a long way.
2429. I  thought it was upon the North-Eastern line ?— It is near the North-Eastern line.
2430. You are not aware of any other source from which ballast could be taken for either line than 

those gravel pits ?— I am not aware of any ; I  believe there is stone at different places along the line, but 
the evidence about it is not at all conclusive.

2431. Is that upon either line ?— Upon either line, as far as I  know, but I  think there are prospects 
of getting ballast better on the western than on the eastern.



2432. Did you take that into consideration in your estimate ?— No, 1 have taken the same cost for Robert Watson 
ballast upon the west as upon the east, because the information wo had was imperfect. Esq., c .e . ,  *

2433. Supposing the idea is conect that ballast is to he obtained somewhere upon the western line, 28th August 1877, 
would that make much difference in your estimate ?— I should not like to make an estimate upon such 
imperfect information ; I  believe it is possible that we may find no ballast at all there.

2434. Is the item of ballast a considerable item in the cost of the permanent way ? Yes.
2435. And if  ballast be got anywhere upon the western line, it might save considerable expense in 

bringing it all the way from the gravel pits ?— I f  ballast can be found conveniently upon the western line 
and none upon the eastern line, of course that would materially affect the estimates of the two lines.

2436. About what would the cost o f ballasting be per mile ?— I have estimated it at £478 per mile 
for each line.

2437. From what you could see of the country, what facilities would there be for the people at 
Murchison to get to the pink line of railway ?— They would have to travel about three quarters of a mile 
or a mile, over a very bad road unless a considerable sum of money is expended upon it. I  am told that 
the road there—I do not know from my own observation, but I am told—I have heard it variously stated 
that the floods reach from 12 to 17 feet over the road for a considerable distance.

2438. For the whole distance that you name ?—No ; for a considerable distance. I  cannot tell you 
the distance ; my own impression is, that there must be some mistake, and I have repeatedly said so.
Without taking any levels I  cannot conceive it possible that there ever can be such a flood as that.

2439. Have you ever formed any idea, in going over the pink line, where would be a convenient 
place to make a station to accommodate Murchison ?— I cannot state from recollection, but I do not think 
there is much difference in the country for a considerable distance up and down the line from a point opposite 
Murchison.

2440. What distance would that be ?— About three quarters of a mile, or a mile.
2441. Is there a bridge across there ?— There is a bridge across now.
2442. B y the H on. T. T . a?Beckett.— You stated that the cost of a bridge 1000 feet in length 

would be only £4000 ?— Yes ; a considerable portion of the bridge is very low.
2443. And a small portion of the 1000 feet is for spanning ?— I call it a low viaduct; just to keep 

above the flood level.
2444. In fact a wooden viaduct ?— In fact a wooden viaduct.
2445. The river is not 1000 feet ?— No, I  do not suppose the river is 200 feet. Of course the portion 

over the river would cost considerably more than the portion erected just to get over the flood level ; that 
reduces the total cost for the whole 1000 feet.

2446. What would be the width of this viaduct bridge ?— I think about 9 f e e t ; the same as we are 
adopting on the lines we are now constructing.

2447. What kind of wood is the bridge ?— Hardwood, red gum, and ironbark.
2448. What would you consider the life of a bridge made of that material?—From fifteen to 

twenty years.
2449. Would it require much repair in the meantime ?—It would require more repair than an 

iron bridge.
2450. Do you consider, in view of the future, it would be more economical to erect in the first 

instance an iron bridge ?— That depends upon several circumstances ; it depends upon the shorter life or 
longer life—that is, the life of a wooden bridge or an iron bridge, the cost of the annual repairs, and the 
current rate of interest upon money.

2451. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgerald .—B y whose directions did you go over the line ?— I first of all 
went—I  will not say exactly by direction of the Engineer-in-Chief, but as I  go over all the lines after con­
sulting him, I  said <“ I  am going,” and he said it was all right ; and on the second occasion I  went at the 
request of the Commissioner of Railways.

2452. Your earliest visit was in July last ?— I have no doubt it was early in July.
2453. You do not know when the Railway Bill was introduced to Parliament. It was the first 

week in July, and you went about that time. In the estimates you have given for these respective lines, I  
would like you to inform the Committee what position these respective estimates are in ; in other words, are 
the estimates for the western line complete, plans and everything, and permanent surveys ?— For the 
western line the permanent survey is about completed now.

2454. Is that estimate of £259,925 that you gave not made after a permanent survey, that is, after 
the ordinary survey such as would be made if  the line is about to be tendered for ?— Certainly not such an 
estimate as I should make when the line was about to be tendered for ; but I  should state that the informa­
tion which I  had was precisely of the same nature as the Engineer-in-Chief had when he made his estimate 
£255,588, and mine, without either seeing the other estimate, being £259,925.

2455. Do you wish the Committee to understand that you feel equally confident in speaking as to 
the respective figures for both lines, the pink and the blue ?— I endeavoured as far as I  could with the infor­
mation at my command to make a fair comparative estimate of the two lines. I should not like to be bound.
I would not furnish such an estimate immediately before the line was let to contract, My instructions were 
to make a comparative estimate between the two lines with perfect fairness.

2456. Are you aware what the permanent survey of the Western line cost ? I do not know.
2457. Do you know anything at all about this country ?— Simply by passing over it the number of 

times I  have stated. y
2458. Have you ever travelled through Rush worth or Whroo ?—Many years ago, eighteen or twenty 

years ago. '
2459. B y  the Hon . J. B a lfo u r— I  want to get, i f  possible, an answer to a question put by my honor­

able friend just now, but not answered satisfactorily, at least to me—Do you wish us to understand, I  sup­
pose you do not, that you have as sufficient data for forming an estimate upon the Eastern line as you have 
for forming an estimate for the Western line as to cost ?— I had sufficient information to make what I  con­
sider to be fair comparative estimates.

2460. I  have not the slightest doubt that you gave a fair comparative estimate as tar as your data 
went; but have you as sufficient data to form an estimate of the Eastern line as you have of the West ?—I  
think so.

R ailw ays . l



Robert Watson, 2461. Do you make any allowance for the purchase of land upon both lines ?— On both lines I  have
taken the price per mile the same ; but that is in the absence of any valuation by the Government Valuator. 

:sth  August is77. I  d0 not consider m yself competent to value the land, and in the absence of the valuation which we generally 
get from the Government Valuator, I assume the cost of the land on each line would be the same.

2462. You do not know what the purchase would be, but you .assume the same for each ?— The same 
for each.

2463. In reference to the Gravel Pits, have you formed any opinion as to whether that would be a 
better branching-off place than Avenel ?— I have no doubt whatever. The position of the line now in the Bill 
was pointed out to me on my return from England, and I was surprised. I  could not conceive it possible that 
the line should be taken from Avenel, when there was a better point to take it from at the Gravel P its ; and 
another reason why I  would take the line from the Gravel Pits in preference to Avenel, is one that may not 
be known to honorable members. There are two different ruling gradients on the North-Eastern line. The 
ruling gradient between Essendon and Seymour is one in fifty, after that the ruling gradient from Seymour 
to Wodonga is one in seventy-five. The same engine will take a considerably greater load from Seymour to 
Wodonga than it w ill from Melbourne to Seymour, and this would necessitate the breaking up of the trains 
at Seymour. The trains for Shepparton would, if the line be made from the Gravel Pits, go straight from 
Seymour to Shepparton, the trains being broken up at Seymour ; and the trains from Shepparton to Avenel 
have again to be broken up at Avenel.

2464. What gradient would it be upon the Shepparton line ?—No doubt the ruling gradient there 
would be one in fifty ; hut the country is so easy, that a gradient of one in fifty for a short distance and 
tolerably straight road would scarcely be felt. It is only in a long distance that the one in fifty is felt.

2465. You would not require the same strength of engine ?— N o ; I do not think you would require 
a stronger engine to work the traffic from Seymour to Shepparton than you would from Seymour to 
Wodonga.

2466. Looking at the two lines, the red and blue, from an engineering point of view, including cost 
of construction and so on, which would you naturally prefer as an engineer ? I can only say that the 
opinion which I formed when I first went over the lines was that the blue line would be formed at a less cost 
per mile than the pink line. The result of my estimates proves that my judgment was right in that respect, 
regarding not the total, simply the price per mile.

2467. That is assuming no ballast to be got on either line ?— Assuming the ballast the same on
each line.

2468. B y  the lio n . T . T. a ’Beckett.— You  seem to consider that starting from the Gravel Pits 
will be far preferable to either of these routes on the map ?— Oh, no ; starting either from Avenel or the 
Gravel Pits there is a point upon the proposed line where the line to the Gravel Pits would be common to
both. _ _ .

2469. Then could you carry out the opinions you have just expressed as to the value of starting 
from the Gravel Pits without going beyond the limits of deviation ?—I think so.

2470. Then, in point of fact, it is within the limits of deviation to carry out the opinion you 
expressed as to the advantages of starting from the Gravel P its ?—Yes, a glance at the map will show that 
the limits of deviation are just sufficient to admit of the line starting from the Gravel Pits instead of 
Avenel.

2471. B y  the Hon. W. W ilson.— I think you have informed the Committee that you have travelled 
over both routes— the blue and the pink as proposed ?— Yes.

2472. Did you give sufficient time to form an opinion as to the best route as far as the country is 
concerned, or only as to the value of construction ?— Only as to cost of construction.

2473. Then the result of your estimate is that the line can be taken to Shepparton for a smaller sum, 
taking the whole line by the pink route, than the blue ?— Slightly smaller.

2474. What difference of mileage is there between the two lines ?— Two miles.
2475. Could you offer any opinion as to the advantage to settlement it would be along either of the 

the routes ?— I do not profess to know anything about settlement. I  do not profess to be any judge of the 
value of the land, and I would rather confine myself entirely to the construction of the lines.

2476. Are there a great many creeks to be crossed between Shepparton and Murchison ?—Yes.
2477. A  very great many— a larger number of creeks to be crossed on the eastern than on the 

western side ?— Yes.
2478. Would the blue line, if constructed from Shepparton to Murchison accommodate the settle­

ment on the eastern side ?— Certainly not so well as the line on the eastern side.
2479. Would the line on the eastern side accommodate to a greater degree the settlement on the 

western ?— I do not think there would be much difference between the relative accommodation afforded by 
the two lines to the two sides of the river.

2480. Then it would he as easy to accommodate the eastern settlers of the Goulburn at stations on 
the blue line between Murchison and Shepparton, as it would he to accommodate the western settlers upon 
the pink line between Murchison and Shepparton— there would he no difference in that respect ? It appears 
to me that the blue line passes through a larger amount of alienated land than the pink line does. ^

2481. But the object in asking you the question is, as to making the roads apart from the making ot
the railway, as to how roads could be best formed to bring the settlers’ produce into the station - 4 rom
my slight acquaintance with the country, simply passing over it two or three times, I  have no dou t t a
roads could be made more cheaply and effectively on the western than if  on the eastern side o e

2482. That is the road into the Eastern Railway station, to a central point between Shepparton and 
Murchison could be easier constructed from the western than from the eastern side of the railway to a poin 
between Murchison and Shepparton, on the blue line ?— The roads could be constructed more convenien y 
as far as the river, but immediately you cross the river you get into a country that it is difficult to ma e 
roads over. ..

2483. Then do you think that it is difficult in an engineering point of view to make a railway on 
the eastern side of the Goulburn?—I  say it would cost more per mile.

2484. Is it only a question of cost ?— Only a question of cost.
2485. There is no engineering difficulty ?— There is no engineering difficulty.



2486. Mr. Hardio gave evidence to the Committee that one creek would require 1800 feet of Robert ŵ *™ 
bridging ?— That is Mr. Hardie’s evidence. ’

2487. You think there is no difficulty connected with the bridging of the Broken River, creeks, if I  a s th ^ S tW  
may use the phrase, that flow into the Goulburn between Murchison and Seymour ? There is no difficulty
in-bridging it.

2488. But in estimating the difficulty, you think you have covered it by the gross price you have 
mentioned to the Committee that it would take to construct the line between A.vonel and Sheppnrton on 
the Eastern line ?— I have no doubt of it.

2489. B y  the Hon. T . T . a!Beckett.— You have given us estimates of the two lines from your 
engineering point of v ie w ; can you inform us that with reference to the newly devised line, the red line 
I think it is, the cost is very much alike ?— The total cost of the two lines ?

2490. Yes, but you seem not to have included in your estimate anything for land ?— Yes, I  have 
put down £200 a mile for each line in the absence of any definite information from the Government 
Valuator.

2491. You have estimated each line at the same per mile ?— Yes, at the same per mile.
2492. B y  the Hon. TV. Campbell.— Did you hear Mr. Ilardie’s evidence ?— The greater portion of it.
2493. Did you observe that he preferred the terminus to be at a point some six miles to the west 

of Shepparton ?— Yes.
2494. Have you turned your attention to that point ?— I have not.
2495. What is the population of Murchison, or what are the prospects of the place ?— I do not 

know. It is a considerable town, I  do not know anything of the population, nor can I  speak from 
recollection as to the number of houses.

2496. But it is a prosperous, rising place, is it ?— It has that appearance.
2497. Have you over considered whether a bridge on the west bank of the Goulburn, opposite and 

near to Murchison, might not equal the expense of a railway bridge at that point ?—I  have never con­
sidered that ; I  am not quite sure that I  quite understand your meaning.

2498. I  mean whether, according to Mr. Hardie’s opinion, the railway should terminate some 
distance to the west of Shepparton, and should ultimately be extended to the Murray without crossing the 
Goulburn at that point ?— In that case it would cross the Goulburn once.

2499. It would cross near Murchison, but is there any necessity for re-crossing it at Shepparton ?—
As I understood Mr. Hardie’s evidence he proposed to take the line to a point about six miles west of 
Shepparton, and thence extending it to the north-west. I  do not think he said to Whroo, but I  understood 
him to mean that the line at this point, six miles west of Shepparton, was to branch off one branch to the 
north-west and the other to Shepparton.

2500. What do you estimate the bridge at Shepparton to cost ?— The bridge over the Goulburn ?
2501. Yes ?— £4800.
2502. More expensive than the upper bridge ?— No, the same per foot, 1200 feet ; the first 

crossing, half way between Nagambie and Murchison, I  take at a 1000 fe e t ; the bridge across the Goul- , 
hum, at Shepparton, I  take at 1200 feet, at the same price, £ 4  per lineal foot.

2503. I  presume the river is deeper in one place than at the other ?— I have not gone so closely into 
it as to ascertain that.

2504. Is the bridge constructed on piles ?— Yes, timber bridges both of them.
2505. And I  suppose the expense varies much in proportion to the depth of the river— if  the river 

is shallow, a pile reaches the bottom easier, and though it may be longer it may be less expensive ?— It 
would not vary in proportion to the h eigh t; the upper parts of the structure would be practically the same.
It is simply the length of the pile, and that per foot is trifling compared to the cost o f the whole structure.

2506. What was the comparison of the cost of bridges on the Eastern line to the cost o f the two 
bridges on the Goulburn, comparing the larger number of bridges on the Eastern line with the two bridges 
over the Goulburn ?— The estimated cost o f the water provision for the line on the eastern side of the river 
is £15,300; the estimated cost of the wafer provision on the western side of the river is £14,837.

2507. Then the cost, taking the whole distance, embankments and all, is less upon the east than 
upon the west ?— Slightly less.

2508. In consequence of the shorter distance ?— Slightly less in consequence of the shorter distance.
2509. And though it  costs more per mile, it actually costs less from end to end ?— That is it.
2510. I  think you say your knowledge in regard to the resources of the country is not sufficient to 

give a decided opinion in favor of one line over the other ?— I would rather not express an opinion in 
regard to settlement or the value of the land.

2511. B y  the H on. J . A . W a lla ce—  Mr. Higinbotham, Mr. Hardie, and yourself, are all of the
same opinion with regard to the junction of the line with the North-Eastern line?— I think so.

2512. Can you give us any reason why the line was surveyed to Avenel, when all your opinions 
appear to be the same to join at the Gravel Pits ?— I have not the remotest idea. I  was out of the colony 
at the time.

2513. I f  there was a line made to the Gravel Pits, would it not save a great deal o f expense in 
taking ballast along the line ?—No doubt the ballast would be cheaper.

2514. Therefore, of course, the line would be cheaper in construction ?— Yes, slightly. The
ballast is only one item, and that is the only item, that I  can see would be affected by the change.

2515. Which side of the river do you think the Government would have to purchase most land 
upon- to make the line ?— I can scarcely speak of that, because I  have no plan indicating how much land is
alienated upon either side. . „ .

2516. Did you ever take the levels of those lines ? I  understand there is a permanent survey of the 
blue line, and no permanent survey of the pink line ; have you taken the pink line ?—Yes, they have been
taken. . , n .

2517. When they were taken you would have a very good idea of whether you were travelling
through purchased land or Government land ? I  did not take them. , 0

2518. You do not know which side the Government would have to purchase most land upon ?—
No ; but I  assume that they would have to purchase more upon the western side, simply because it is two 
miles longer, and I  have taken the same rate upon both lines.



Robert Watson, 2519. B y  the Hon. S ir C. Slctden.— From your knowledge of the country, having gone over it, and
TO/iiim/eJ ’ having made an estimate of the cost of the permanent way of either line, can you form an opinion as to

23th August isz?. which line would cost most to keep it in efficient repair ?—In making the estimates for the two different
lines, I  assume that they will he made one as good as the other ; the maintenance, therefore, apart from the
the gradual decay of the timber, would he about the same on both lines.

2520. Upon the same style of work, upon either line the cost of repair would be about the same?— 
About the same.

2521. From the fact of one having to go through a country subject to floods, where there are a great 
many bridges and raised embankments to keep it above flood level, would there not be more repair required 
upon that line than upon the other ?— No ; I  assume that extra money is spent upon the construction of the 
Eastern line to make it as safe from floods as the Western line.

2522. Therefore you do not consider any more cost would be necessary to keep it in repair on the 
one line than on the other ?— No.

2523. B y  the Hon. J . B alfour.— We were told by one witness that the Seven Creeks, in his opinion, 
would require a very long bridge ; what estimate do you make for that bridge ?— I have simply taken the 
number of feet lineal for water provision on the North-Eastern line from Avenel to Benalla. I f  the Com­
mittee desire it, I  think I can give the length of that particular bridge. It has eight openings, each 
40 fee t= 3 2 0  feet.

2524. Do you believe that that would give sufficient water-way ?— Yes. I  have assumed that the 
provision made upon the North-Eastern line—and that is a portion of it— would be sufficient for the line 
colored pink upon this plan.

2525. B y  the lio n . J . Buchanan.— I  think you said that you would prefer starting at a different 
point from the point that is now proposed for either of those lines ?— Yes.

2526. Do you imagine that a better point could be found nearer to Melbourne upon the Melbourne 
and Murray line ?— Not for a Goulburn Valley line.

2527. The questions of the Committee have been all confined to these two lines, but I  am of opinion 
that a better point could be found at the end of the survey from Lancefield, that is, the line at the end of 
the Lancefield Road that would cut the district nearly into equal parts— nearly bisect it— can you tell the 
Committee the length of the Lancefield line ?—I can only tell them by scaling it upon the map— [A  map 
was handed to the witness, who scaled the distance accordingly.]

2528. The length of the Lancefield line from the Murray line to Lancefield. I  believe it was 
included by the late Governments in their proposed railway scheme ?— From Lancefield Road to Lancefield 
is about 18 miles.

2529. There was an estimate of the cost of this line made, do you remember it ?— I do not—no.
2530. I  think it was about £39,000 ; could you give the relative position of Lancefield to the two 

trunk lines now constructed, that is the Melbourne and Murray line and the North-Eastern line ?—It 
appears to be about the same distance square across to either line.

2531. Lancefield is about half way between the two lines?— Yes.
2532. I believe the people of Heath cote have been agitating long for a line too, and the line has 

been surveyed from Kilmore to Heathcote ?— From Kilmore to Heathcote ?
2533. Yes ?— I think so.
2534. Can you give the length of that line ?— From Kilmore to Heathcote is about 32 or 33 miles.
2535. Do you know the distance of Heathcote from Melbourne by road ?— I do not.
2536. Can you give the distance from Lancefield to Heathcote ?—Lancefield to Heathcote is about 

24 or 25 miles.
2537. That makes about 74 or 75 miles in all to Melbourne ; now what is the relative position of 

Heathcote to the two trunk lines already made ?— In a straight line it is about midway between the two 
trunk lines already made, it is rather nearer to the Murray line.

2538. Taking a straight line from Heathcote to Shepparton, passing through Rushworth and Tatura, 
what would be the distance ?— About 56 miles.

2539. It would shorten the distance altogether to Melbourne, make it shorter than the proposed 
route now by the Goulburn Valley ?— I  do not think so without scaling it, I  think the distance would be 
rather greater from Shepparton to Melbourne, vid  Heathcote, than it would via  Avenel.

2540. I  believe that if  this line is constructed from Avenel to Shepparton it is proposed to construct 
another line from Shepparton back to Tatura, and six or seven miles on to Heathcote ?— I do not know 
anything of such a promise.

2541. Suppose such is the case, there are four branch lines that might be all made by making a 
trunk line such is now described ?— I am not quite sure that I  understand you as to the promise that had 
been made for taking a line from Shepparton— surely not from Shepparton to Rushworth.

2542. From Shepparton to Tatura and six or seven miles further into the country back towards 
Heathcote if  necessary ?— That would not be at all in the direction of Rushworth ?

2543. No, taking it back towards Heathcote. One of the other witnesses was asked whether the 
Goulburn was navigable, do you know ?— I think it is only navigable as far as Mooroopna, perhaps three or 
four miles towards the North-Eastern line from Shepparton.

2544. I  believe it can be made navigable at a very small cost ?— I cannot speak of that.  ̂ _
2545. Supposing a trunk line was tapping the Goulburn at Shepparton, would not this river, i 

navigable, be a first-rate feeder for the railway ?— I am not quite sure whether the railway would not be as 
good a feeder to the river as the river to the railway.

2546. Shepparton lies immediately between the North-Eastern line and the Melbourne and Murray 
line ?—Nearer to the North-Eastern line. . ,

2547. You think a line on from Shepparton to Heathcote, and from Heathcote to Lancefield woul e 
no shorter ?— I think it would be rather longer, it would not make much difference, but I  should say 0 
line by Heathcote was, i f  anything, a little longer, there is scarcely any difference.

2548. The distance from Heathcote I  think is given as 70 miles by road ?— That I  do not
2549. And the distance from Shepparton is 113 miles— there would be no expense in this plan* er 

would be no expensive bridges ?— That I cannot say, I  do not know the country sufficiently well to say.
The witness withdrew.



W. F. Ilardie, Esq., re-called.’
2550. B y  the Hon. II . Cuthbcrt.— I understand you wisli to make some explanation to the Com- w. k  Hardie, 

mittee as to some portion of your evidence ?— I do. 28th Au^’t 1877.
2551. W ill you state to the Chairman what it is ?— I would like to rectify a mistake that I made in 

the bustle o f calculation. I  took a hundred and twenty openings instead of 20 openings at 15 feet, which 
makes the actual length of the bridge over the Seven Creeks 300 feet, instead of 1800 feet.

The witness withdrew.

Sherbourne Sheppard, Esq., examined.
2552. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— Have you at any time resided in this district ?— I  have. s.Sheppard,Esq.,
2553. For what period ?— Seventeen years. 28111 Auguet 1877'
2554. Is it long since you left there ?— It is some 14 years.
2555. Have you visited it during that interval ?— Once.
2556. During that 17 years that you resided there was that residence continuous ?— It was, with the 

exception of a trip to England.
2557. W hich occupied what time ?— A  couple of years.
2558. You resided there for 15 years ?— About that.
2559. The Committee will be very anxious to hear from you a description of the country on each 

side of the Goulburn River through which these projected railways are designed to pass, commencing at 
Shepparton, which I  presume is the centre of the district where you resided, is it not? First are you better 
acquainted with the country immediately around Shepparton or immediately round Murchison ?— 1 know all 
that country perfectly w ell.

2560. In which district was your home ?— Tallagaroopna.
2561. H ow far from Shepparton ?— Six or seven miles. Shepparton was called after me. It was 

part of my station.
2562. You have heard the evidence of the engineers ?— I have.
2563. You know the various streams and creeks that run into the Goulburn ?— I  do.
2564. Have you seen them at all seasons ?— I have.
2565. A t what seasons are they in the highest flood ?— About October.
2566. Is the flood annual ?— The river rises at the time when the snow begins to melt upon the 

mountains ; at that time the Goulburn is at its height.
2567. Take first the eastern side of the river, commencing at Shepparton ; the first engineering

difficulty is these creeks ?— The Broken River.
2568. What do you know of the country round there during those floods ?— The ordinary flood covers 

a good deal of that country.
2569. W ill you be kind enough to inform the Committee, speaking not from an engineer’s point of 

view, but as a resident. How much of the land on each side abutting on the Broken River is under water 
upon that occasion. W hat height, in your experience, the water rose to, and what altogether would the 
feasibility o f maintaining a line upon that side of the river ?— I believe the line would be impolitic. I  
have known carriers to be obliged to make scaffolding in trees, near the junction of the Broken River, to 
save their goods from the flood, and we had to take them off in canoes.

2570. Did you see that more than once ?— No ; but I  have seen the country more than once 
like a sea. +

2571. To what depth?— From 20 feet on the low ground o f the river near the junction up to 3 or 4 feet.
2572. N ow  come to that other, the Seven Creeks ?— This creek is also a sea of water backed up 

principally by the Goulburn, independently of the water coming down from the mountain. These creeks 
are backed up by the Goulburn ; it is not the water from the ranges alone that makes the country impassable, 
but it is the back water from the Goulburn that floods the country when combined with a flood in 
these creeks.

2573. You heard the evidence of the engineers as to a waterway or bridge of 300 feet, now from 
your experience of the country and the ordinary rise of water there in ordinary seasons, do you consider a 
bridge of 300 feet sufficient to allow a waterway for that volume of water that you have seen ? I believe 
not. I  believe, further, that i f  the engineers had seen the country in its ordinary winter state they woul
never have put a line there. s . .

2574. The evidence is that the engineers saw it in the month of July, is that the month m wlncli
the ordinary winter state of the river is seen ?— No.

2575. W hat is the month ?— About September and October.
2576. N ow  turn to the western side of the river, do you know it ?— I do, well.
2577. Are there any creeks ?— There is no creek to speak of till you come to the Sandy Creek,

farther up from the other side of Murchison. e . ..
2578. Do you know anything of the soil on the western side of the river ?— Fine agricultural son.
2579. How far down ?— The whole lie of that country is agricultural soil.
2580. A nd on the eastern side, what is your opinion o f  the character o f the so il. Below JNoonlim,

very poor.
2581. How far is that from Shepparton ?—I should think about fifteen miles or so.
2582. You say that the soil for fifteen miles south from Shepparton is very good ?— No, poor between 

Noorilim and the Broken River, or at least the Seven Creeks. W e used to call it in old times the Dismal

2583. How far is that from Noorilim to Shepparton ?— Fifteen to twenty miles.
2584. Is the country between that and Shepparton of a good agricultural character No, poor to

the Sel 5 8 5 reiu n d e r Stm d you to soy that the country below Noorilim is o f a very inferior character ? -  
Yes ; down the river the country alters. It is a better country between Shepparton and the Seven

Creeks. knowledge o f this country, would the convenience o f a railway so alter the character
of the country as to make it an advantageous place for settlement ? - I  believe it would be d.sappomtmg 
to the people in that country to make that railway.



s.S h e p p a r d , E s q . ,  2587. What is the nature of the soil, is it volcanic?— No, it is a poor clayey spewy kind of soil 

csthx'SsfisT?. crab-holes ; a whitish kind of poor soil.
2588. To what length from the river or the creeks do these inundations that you describe extend ?__

Three or four miles up.
2569. Back from the river or from each creek ?— Back from the river running up the creek.
2590. Would these inundations in any way interfere with the agricultural settlement there ? I

think they would.
2591. Are they of frequent occurrence ?— They are.
2592. Over the whole country — No, only for three or four miles.
2593. Now turning to the bank of the river, are the banks very low?— They are low. The Goulburn 

is a peculiar stream ; as a general rule it has a high bank on the eastern side and a low one on the western, 
or a high bank on the western side and a low bank on the eastern.

2594. You heard the evidence of the engineers about the average height of embankment from 
Murchison to Shepparton along the spewy land that you describe—three feet— would that, from your know­
ledge of the country, be sufficient to place the permanent way beyond flood level ?— I think not.

2595. H ow much more would be necessary ?— Several more feet— the country rises and falls. 
There are little banks running along there, but taking the general average of the country through the 
lagoons it would not be sufficient or nearly sufficient.

2596. You have been so long absent that you are not familiar with the settlement ?—No, except 
from hearing of it, and from maps, and taking an interest in the country.

2597. You know the character of the soil ?— Yes.
2598. Have you been at Rushworth ?— I have.
2599. Lately ?— No.
2600. Within the last ten years ?—No.
2601. You do not know, from your own knowledge, whether there is any land reserved west of 

Murchison for mining purposes ?— I believe so.
2602. Are there antimony mines ?— Yes, and gold mines.
2603. Are the antimony mines extensive ?— I believe so.
2604. Are they an important industry as regards the town of Murchison ?—I do not know.
2605. W ill you be kind enough to inform the Committee generally which of these routes, having 

seen the map, you think (admitting that the expense is the same, and there is very little difference in the
distance, only two miles) would from the character of the country be most advantageous for the public
interest ?— On the west bank, for the public at large.

2606. W ill you give us your reasons ?—I think it goes through a much better country, a much finer 
country, and would accommodate the people much better. The other line goes close along the bank of the 
river, can only benefit the settlers on but one side of the line ; the difficulty of travelling the country in 
the winter with these creeks intersecting it is almost insuperable. It is almost impossible for the people 
along the Broken River and the Seven Creeks to cross at flood time of the year, and that makes it very 
difficult of access to the eastern line.

2607. Do you think therefore that the Western line is the one that you would recommend this House 
to adopt ?— I would, of those two lines.

2608. B y  the Hon. J . B alfour.— You say that you were seventeen years in that district ?—Yes.
2609. And personally travelled over it ?— Yes, for four years I travelled down the eastern side of 

the river, for in the early years there was no means of crossing till you got to Seymour. I  had per force to 
keep on the eastern side, and in flood time to cross in bark canoes, and carry my goods down the Goulburn 
in bark canoes, and cut trees and make bridges of them till punts were built below Broken River, and then 
I  always came down the west side of the river.

2610. I f  it had been possible for you to cross to the west side would you have had those difficulties ? 
— No ; I have been caught in floods on eastern side ; had to get blacks to cut canoes, cross the river and 
follow west side to below Broken River, and then re-cross in canoes to eastern side.

2611. I  gather from your statement that the land upon the eastern side is very inferior ?—It is.
2612. Is it land that would be likely to be settled upon even with the influence of a railway ?—I do 

not think so.
2613. Is ballast, from your knowledge of the country, to be obtained on the eastern side of the 

river ?— I never saw a stone there below Noorilim.
2614. Is there stone upon the western side ?'—There is up towards Waranga way.
2615. Is it good stone, do you know ?— I do not know.
2616. One engineer told us he had formed his estimates of the Eastern line with regard to the pro­

vision for the water upon the North-Eastern line, and he informed us that he made no provision for the 
gathering ground between the North-Eastern and the Eastern lines, and he gives reasons for it. Can you 
tell us, in connection with that answer of yours as to back-water, whether you think there would be suffi­
cient provision for water-way upon the Eastern line, taking the North-Eastern line as the guide ?—I think 
the surveyor’s opinion was quite correct, as far as his knowledge went, but he did not take into account the 
back-water from the Goulburn, of which he had no information.

2617. You think the back-water of the Goulburn is quite distinct from the rise of the creeks ?—It is.
2618. And the provision for water-way would not be sufficiently estimated if  that were not taken 

into account ?—Not sufficiently estimated.
2619. Do you know anything of the flood levels ?— I cannot say the flood levels exactly, except that 

in a high flood the Goulburn runs for an extent I  should say of a mile and a half in a strong stream inde­
pendent of its usual course, that is, taking the bend opposite Shepparton, there is a mile and a half of 
running water, and the same in the other parts of the river wherever there is a low bank. That is the case 
o f the flooded parts; where there is a high bank it throws the water upon the low land. The people who 
have seen a flood in the Yarra at the time it went across to the highland at the other side of Prince’s Bridge 
have seen just such a flood as an ordinary flood of the Goulburn.

2620. And in no part of the Western line shown upon the plan is there any back-water except in the 
time of flood ?— No, in no part, except at the Broken River, close to Shepparton.

2621. From your practical knowledge of the country, do you imagine that three feet of earthwork 
would be sufficient for the Eastern line to protect it from floods ?— I should fancy not.



2622. B y  the Hon. W. Wilson.— It appears from the evidence you have furnished the Committee s.Sheppard,Esq., 
with, that you have considerable experience of the character of the country on the eastern side of the 
Goulburn ?— I was seventeen years there; iii the early days I took up the country there.

2623. You have formed a very poor estimate of the quality of the country on the eastern side about 
Shepparton ?— I did not say about Shepparton. I said from the Seven Creeks towards Noorilim. I  
excepted the other part.

2624. What distance is that from the Seven Creeks ?— About 15 miles.
2625. Of bad country ?— Bad country— poor country.
2626. From your knowledge of the country, when you resided there, do not you think it a mistake 

to give Shepparton a railway at all ?— No I do not, I  think Shepparton is the centre for the Corop, and all 
the country there, which is magnificent country.

2627. W hy go to Shepparton when that magnificent country is on the other side of the Goulburn ?—
No, it is in a straight line.

2628. You require to cross the Goulburn to reach Shepparton from Corop ?— I mean about the 
Major and Dookie.

2629. What is the distance of Bonalla from the Major?— I think a line from Shepparton would 
reach that country better than a line from Benalla.

2630. Would it not answer the country you speak of to run a line from Benalla to Shepparton, and 
not cross the creeks at all ?— Yes, it might.

2631. It would satisfy the selectors along the route better ?— Yes ; but it will be done by and bye 
no doubt.

2632. You know the route which they propose to take with the red line as laid down upon "the 
map ?—I do.

2633. Does that hug the Goulburn so close that it would come within the flood water ?— I think it 
does from this map here.

2634. It is the back water of the Goulburn River that you fear most, not the flood from the Broken 
River?—I  say that the increase of the volume of water is so very much increased when both are at flood.

2635. It is the back water from the Goulburn ?— It is the back water from the Goulburn that 
increases these floods.

2636. Then there will be no current ?— No, not much.
2637. The embankments would not suffer if they were high enough from the current ?— I think not.
2638. It would be simply a level flow of water ?— Yes.
2639. Have you any knowledge of the settlement there ?—Not except from the map.
2640. Is the western side pretty level country ?— It is.
2641. Are they bold banks, nothing more, no ranges that would interfere ?— N ot much, I  think, a 

rolling but in general level country.
2642. Is it in your opinion much easier o f construction ?— I think so.
2643. According to the map that we have here the settlement along the valley of the river is marked 

blue ?—'Yes.
2644. A t Shepparton there is more actual blue settlement on the eastern than on the western side 

round Shepparton ?— Certainly.
2645. How do you account for that, i f  the land is so inferior ?— I did not say it was so inferior round 

Shepparton. I  took my start from the Seven Creeks.
2646. It appears from the route of the pink line marked upon this map that it goes through the 

centre of settlement— country that is settled. Surely the Government would not allow people to take up 
land that------?— I should like to see the map please.

2647. Yes— [handing the same to the witness]. You have a map there furnished by the Government 
pointing out settlements— the blue is what has been recently taken up by settlement. You can see that fiom  
Murchison almost up to Shepparton the railway runs almost in the centre of blue settlement ? Quite the 
contrary ; by this map the country is thinly settled.

2648. I  talk of the course that the railway takes as marked there ?— The poor country I  spoke of
is unsettled, according to this map.

2649. You say that the line itself, the pink line, would be in many places twenty feet under water, 
and yet along the whole route there is settlement marked there ? Yes, there is settlement maiked 
there, but I  do not say that in many places it would be twenty feet under water.

2650. Surely then the country must have changed since you knew it, or else the Government have 
perpetrated a great wrong in settling the people upon land that they are not acquainted with . -T eie is a
considerable amount of white here. .

2651. I do not refer to white out from the railway, but across ; upon the railway there is hardly halt 
a mile there without blue ; from Murchison up to Shepparton the line touches blue all the way ?— Still
there is a great deal of white here along the river.

2652. I  simply ask which is the shortest route. You see the map theie . xes.
2653. You see the line there touches settlement all the way? Yes.
2654. Which, in your opinion, ought not to be permitted ?— I do not say so.
2655. According to your knowledge of the flooding of the country a very large number of the 

farmers must be twenty feet under water some day ?—No ; from three to four feet, part of i t ; I  think these
white parts here are the deep parts I  alluded to. , r

2656. It is possible, from an engineering point of view, to secure a higher tiack out o f tk e  floo,d-
mark that would enable them to construct a railway without contending with these difficulties . There I

agree with you perfectly^ ^  evidence as to the feasibility of constructing the road on that
side as asrainst professional skill ? - I  would not if  the line were further to the eastward.

2(55T B y  the Hon. T . J . Sumner— I  think I  recollect seeing you up there some thirty-five years
ago as a resident on the banks o f the river ?— Yes. . q T t-Vp, nf  TjcP nnd fill

2659 You will have in your mind, as I have had in my mind I  daie say, the fact of the rise and fall
of the Gouliurn in consequence"of the upper water affecting the level of the water upon the eastern bank of 

the river ?— Yes.



s. sheppard.Esq., 2660. I  should like to know whether it is correct or not, within your memory, that men have had to
'XihAugostisTi. Set on tops of the houses to save their lives and property ?— I have had to do so myself.

2661. B y  the Hon. F . S. Dobson.— Can you tell to what extent eastwards of the eastern line the 
pink line, the good land extends ?—In what part of the country ? ’

2662. Say between Murchison and Shepparton ?— Between the Broken River and Seven Creeks and 
along the banks of the Broken River the land is fair good land.

2663. How far along the river ?— It extends all the way up the river, along the banks of the Broken
River.

2664. Which would be the greater depth of settlement do you think, along the eastern or western 
bank, or rather which has the greater extent of good land ?—I  think the good land extends up the Broken 
River till it comes to some ranges near the Benalla station, and even then it is good land ; the whole is ^ood 
land, but I  think the proportion of bad land is more perhaps on the Shepparton side than on the other. On 
the other side it is pretty uniform, but there are patches of poor country, that is on the Shepparton side.

2665. I believe it is a fact that the whole of the land has been reserved for gold-digging purposes • 
settlement has not been allowed to take place ?—It has not.

2666. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Did I  understand you to say that you knew the ground thoroughly 
well, both upon the east and west side ?— I  have known it. I  am acquainted with it thoroughly.

2667. How many years is it since you have been up there ?— Fourteen years.
2668. And you have not seen it during the last fourteen years ?— I have seen it once.
2669. How many years since ?—About ten or eleven years ago.
2670. Since that time you do not know what changes have taken place in the way of settlement, or 

anything else ?—No ; except from the maps.
2671. Were you one of the early settlers ?— I was the first settler there, I  took up the country.
2672. During the last eleven years, may I ask, what has been your occupation ; have you been a 

squatter ?—No, I  have not.
2673. What has been your occupation ?— I have been a stock and share broker.
2674. Were you here when Mr. Iliginbotham gave his evidence, and Mr. Watson ?—I was.
2675. Did you hear Mr. Watson say that he thought it quite possible to construct a line upon the 

eastern side of the river, and make it safe and secure by raising an embankment some three feet high on an 
average ; of course there may be some little places higher. You heard that evidence ?—I did.

2676. Can you say that the embankment ought to be raised some 20 feet ?— No, I  never said so.
2677. I  thought there was a depth of water in several places along the bank of the river, and that

it would require 20 feet filling up to get rid of this ?— No, I  did not say so.
2678. What did you mean about the 20 feet of water ?—About the Broken River.
2679. Just confined to the Broken River, was it ?— The Broken River and towards the Seven Creeks.
2680. Just in the immediate vicinity of the river and the creeks ?— Yes. Just there is where the 

deep water is. I  said the other was covered a depth of three or four feet.
2681. Then starting from Avenel about half that distance there is really no difference whether you 

construct it east or west ?— No, I  think not.
2682. Then, in your opinion, it would be a safer line to construct about half way on the western side 

than on the eastern ?— I think s o ; I  do not know any better place for the railway to cross the river than where 
it crosses according to this plan.

2683. Do you think it well to cross the river twice, to have two bridges across there j do not you 
think it an objection to the western side ?— I  cannot see that it is.

2684. Do you think it is an objection to it running it for six  miles through the estate of one 
gentleman ?— That is a matter of opinion.

2685. Do you think it is an objection to it ?— I  think that, perhaps, regarding the public, taking it 
as the greatest benefit to the greatest number, it is an objection.

The witness withdrew .

Patrick Hanna, Esquire, examined.
p . Hanna, Esq.. 2686. B y  the Hon. S ir  C. Sladen.— I  believe you are well acquainted with the country adjacent to

2sth August is??. thQ Goulburn va lley  ? -Y e s .
2687. You have represented the county in Parliament ?— I represented the Murray Boroughs.
2688. That borders upon this?— Well, the railway starts from Avenel the third town of the boroughs 

when they did exist.
2689. Therefore you have had occasion to study it pretty closely ?— Yes, I  know the country very

well.
■ 2690. Do you know the country very well on both sides of the Goulburn Valley ?— Yes.
2691. You know one side as well as the other ?—Yes.
2692. You have seen this map with the colored marks upon it ?— I  see it now. I  saw it this after­

noon for the first time.
2693. Independently of the coloring upon this map, do you know pretty well how the country is 

settled ?— Yes, I  do.
2694. You know pretty well where the mass of selection has taken place of late years?—Yes.
2695. Where is the principal population to be benefited by the Goulburn Valley railway line ?—The 

principal is in a radius of about twenty miles round Shepparton or Mooroopna as the centre of settlement 
in the district, because it is the best land and was first taken up on both sides of the river.

2696. Therefore Shepparton you think is about the focus ?— Yes.
2697. Do you know Murchison ?— Yes, very well.
2698. Is there much population about Murchison ?— There is a good deal of population about 

Murchison.
2699. On both sides of the river ?— Yes, on both sides of the river ; not quite so densely populated 

as Mooroopna and Shepparton.
2700. Which side of the Goulburn River is the largest quantity of land selected on—on the east or 

the west side ?— A s far as Murchison it is old settlement, and is pretty well all purchased.



2701. Where is tlmt?— From Avencl to Murchison is pretty well all old settlement, and pretty well
all purchased, under the Land Act 1869. The west side was pretty well first taken up that is, the
Murchison side ; and subsequently, after the North-Eastern line was opened, settlement beo-an to ’take 
place on the Moira side—that is the Shepparton side ; and I presume those who came first took the best 
of the land that was most cleared of timber.

2702. Is there much produce from Moira that comes upon the Goulburn ?— From Moira ?
2703. Y es ?— There is a good deal of produce from the county of Moira that comes to Avenel, Euroa 

Longwood, Violet Town, and Benalla. ’ ’
2704. B y the Goulburn ?— The three-chain road which goes down the Goulburn Valley is very 

badly cut up immediately after harvest, and everybody makes to the stations upon the North-Eastern line 
the best way they can.

2705. What is the point upon the North-Eastern line that the people settled between the Goulburn 
and the Murray would make ?— There are three stations ; Avenel is the principal one.

2706. Avenel will be one of the furthest distant, will it not ?— No, I  do not think so.
2707. Which way does the traffic come to Avenel ?— The people from Kialla and Arcadia— Kialla 

East and Arcadia East— go to Longwood and to Euroa. I  do not know whether the parishes are upon that 
map or n o t; but indeed the roads are very bad.

2708. Would the traffic at either one of those stations be an indication of the country from which 
it comes?'—Well, it might give an idea; but the traffic last year would be nothing to what the traffic will 
be this year, because there is more ground under cultivation this year than there was last year, and it has 
been increasing from 1872 up to this date.

2709. Does the traffic from what is called the county of Moira, from the settled country, come down 
the east or the west side of the Goulburn ?— They come down the east side, or rather come up the east side.

2710. Therefore all the traffic at Euroa and Longwood would represent traffic from the eastern side 
of the Goulburn Valley ?— I could not say that exactly, for the produce from the other side gets mixed at 
Murchison; the produce from Rodney and the western side, as jou  call it, gets mixed at Murchison, and 
each farmer makes the best road he can with a view to get to the railway station upon the North-Eastern 
line.

2711. Are the roads very good upon the eastern side ?— Indeed they are not; they are very bad.
2712. Are they as good as they are upon the western side ?— I do not think they are, because it is 

a different soil— it is a rich chocolate soil on the western side, and a kind of black alluvial soil upon the 
eastern side, and it is more likely to cut up in the dry weather into dust, and in the wet weather into m ud; 
there is no possibility of getting through it.

2713. Then traffic from the western side would not be likely to come into Euroa or Longwood ?— No.
2714. That is what I  asked; would the traffic of Euroa and Longwood represent principally the 

eastern side of the Goulburn ?— No, it would not, because the traffic gets mixed from both sides at 
Murchison, and comes up the road by Nagambie to Avenel.

2715. But, i f  the road is bad upon each side, why do the western people come to Euroa ?— Because, 
after you pass Murchison, there is no good road at all ; you have to cross the Murchison bridge and come 
to the eastern side.

2716. The traffic does cross the bridge and come to the North-Eastern line at those points ?—Yes, 
they must come across, because there is no other mode of getting to the North-Eastern line upon the west 
until you come to Seymour.

2717. Can you give the Committee any information as to how the population is distributed on either 
side of the Goulburn Valley ?— Y e s ; according to the electoral roll, which is a very fair way of getting at 
the population, Mooroopna division runs from about eight miles down below Mooroopna, across to near 
Rochester, then comes up by Lake Corop, and comes in by the boundary by North Murchison ; that compre­
hends 7C0 electors. The Rushworth division comprises 600 electors.

2718. Where is Rushworth ?— \_The witness produced a plan.']— I have just sketched roughly upon 
this plan to-day from the A c t ; if  you like I will give you a tracing of it, and I  took the number of electors 
off the roll of the two divisions.

2719. The two divisions are Mooroopna and Rushworth divisions ?— Yes, but the Mooroopna division 
goes pretty well across to the Mount Alexander railway— it goes twenty-four miles.

2720. Could you tell me how near the western line o f the Mooroopna division is to the Echuca 
line ?—It runs within about six  miles o f the Echuca line.

2721. And what is the distance from Mooroopna to Rochester ?— Thirty miles.
2722. Therefore the Mooroopna division takes in twenty-four miles west o f the Goulburn ?—Yes.
2723. How many electors are there there do you say ?— Seven hundred and seventy-one, and 

Rushworth has six  hundred.
2724. Could you point out where Rushworth goes west— how far west of the Goulburn Valley does 

it run to the Echuca line?— It runs as far as William Winter’s estate ; it is just drawn roughly upon there ; 
it is cut out along the River Goulburn.

2725. Then this is Rushworth down here— [pointing to the p la n ]? — Yes.
2726. Rushworth takes in Waranga and Moira ?— Yes.

■ 2727. What do you say the electorate there is ?— 1350 in the two divisions.
2728. I  notice in the Rushworth division there is very little colored blue upon the map, indicating 

land that has been selected ?— There are miners living there.
2729. The population is miners principally, is it?— I dare say there is a fair population there, but

they are pretty well all mining. _ . 9
2730. Because there is a remarkable absence of blue, which is all I  wish to draw your attention t o . 

‘—I observe that land is not fit for cultivation, not much of it at any rate in the Rushwrorth division.
2731. And do those two divisions take all the settled land on the west of the Goulburn Valley ?—  

It takes in more than what I  allow 1300 settlers— farmers would avail themselves of a line of rail­
way from Avenel to Shepparton.

2732. On the west side ?— On the west side....................... ..................  . . _
2733. What division joins Rushworth to the west ?— Dalhousie joins Rushworth division ; it includes

the Coy Diggings and different places round there.

R a i l w a y s . m



2734. Do you know how far Rushworth extends from the west ?— It comes a long way south of 
Murchison.

2 7 3 4 a .  From Murchison ?— I t  comes about twelve miles south of Murchison.
2735. But then as I  follow this plan which you have given to me, the Moovoopna division does not 

come nearly'so far west as you stated ?— It comes to about where your finger is.
2736. It does not appear to ?— It goes to Lake Corop ; Lake Corop is the boundary of it.
2737. It does not appear on this map ?—I think so.
2738. I  should like you very much to point out where the division is, for it appears only to go half-

way ? _ [  The witness explained the geography upon the m ap .]
2739. I  think you must have made a mistake just now in what you said in answer to a question of 

mine. I  wanted to know how near the Mooroopna division went to Rochester, and I  understood you to say
within six miles?— I made a mistake then.

2740. You must have made a great mistake, because judging from the map it only appears to go 
halfw ay between the Echuca railway and the Goulburn river ?— Yes ; I  will tell you exactly the distance 
if  you will allow me to see the map ; but I made no mistake as to the number of electors in the division.

2741. But instead of extending 24 miles that way, w ith an electorate of 700, it only extends half 
way across.' Taking your evidence as it was before, it would have appeared that this country, though all 
selected, still had a very scattered population, inasmuch as Mooroopna, approaching within seven miles of 
Rochester, had only 700 electors ?— Yes, but I  was correct as to the electors ; it was Rushworth division 
that was in my mind’s eye when I  spoke ; it conies over to Lake Corop.

2742. From what distance do the settled population, between the Echuca line and the Goulburn 
Valley, take their produce to the stations on the Echuca line?— I do not know anything at all about that 
part of the country. I  have no business in that part of the world, and of course I  could not say.

2743. Could you say from what distance they bring it towards Murchison and the North-Eastern 
line ? The North-Eastern line is their only outletnowj their shortest outlet.

2744. What would be the distance of the extreme western boundary of Mooroopna division from the 
nearest point on the North-Eastern line ?— From A venel to about the extreme point, would be about 55 
miles— the Mooroopna division ; but I  trust that the line would never stop eventually at either Mooroopna 
or Shepparton, but would go on to the banks of the Murray.

2745. But that is as far as we propose to go now, I  believe ?— Yes.
2746. But the population at present in Mooroopna division are really in pomt of fact nearer to 

Echuca line'than they are to A venel ?— A s for as the northern portion of Rodney is concerned it is all 
selected. There is no more room for selection there at all events.

2747. But the Mooroopna division generally— you say the Mooroopna uivision are nearer, are they 
not, to the Echuca line than they would be to Avenel ?— I know there is a very large  ̂ trade done in flour 
and grain at Rochester, for many people have trade in Riverina frorn the northern portion of Rodney.

2748. I assume that you are well acquainted with all the circumstances of the population on both 
sides of the *Goulburn, and I  want to ascertain from you where, at the present time, the settlers on the 
different portions of this map take their produce to ?— I  am not positive where the western portion of 
Rodney take it to, but I  fancy to Rochester and Echuca, because there is very extensive milling power
there, and at Sandhurst also. .

2749. Taking Mooroopna and the country immediately opposite on the east side of tne river to the 
east of Shepparton, which has the larger population, the Mooroopna division or the division on the Shep­
parton side ?—-The Shepparton side. , .

2750. Within what space— is there any electoral division corresponding to the Mooroopna division on
the east side ?— The electoral divisions are not all the same size and contour.

2751. Could you give any idea ?— That map would not show the eastern side o f the Goulburn.
2752. But when you are comparing the population on the east side of the Goulburn with, that in 

the Mooroopna division, what tract of country do you take for the purpose of your comparison ?—I take a
radius of 20 miles. _ .

2753. What is the length and breadth of the Mooroopna division ?—It is about 15 miles square.^
2754. Then if you take a radius of 20 miles from the Shepparton side, you will o f course comprise a 

larger area than is in the Mooroopna division for the purpose of comparison, you must have some definite 
ideas ?— Taking a radius of 20 miles round Shepparton, I  go out of the Shepparton division, I  go into 
Moira division and into the Dookie division. Dookie and Moira and Shepparton, aie as you may say, a 
one farming colony, but I  would not go so far north as that for a radius. r ^

2755. So far as the comparison on the map is concerned, you do not find that there is so much white 
left on the west side as there is on the east side. Can you account for that when you say the population is more 
numerous on the east side than on the west side ?— I think the map does not exactly give the population ; 
but I  see Mr. Nixon here, who w ill be able to give you that more definitely than I  shall. He is the district 
surveyor, and he will be able to tell you exactly how that occurs. But there are some reserves there called 
State forests, reserves on the banks of the Goulburn, and also on the banks of the Murray, that no se ec ors 
are allowed to touch just yet. They are timber reserves. *

2756. Is it your impression that more produce would be brought into Shepparton from the east side 
of the Goulburn than from the west side ?— Yes, there is no doubt about it.

2 7 5 7 .  And what inference do you make from that?— The inference I  draw from that, a n d  the viei 
I  arrive at is this, that since 1 8 7 2  I  have always kept the agricultural statistics very carefully of aU the 
counties in Victoria for my own information, and they do come in to my assistance occasionally , an 11 
that in 1 8 7 4  Rodney was double the quantity of agriculture that there was in Moira.

2758. Is Rodney to the west of the Goulburn ?— Yes, Rodney is to the west of the Goulburn, ana j. 
find that there is very little difference in them this year. _ _

2759. You find that there is very little difference between Rodney and Moira ?— Yes.
2760. How does that all seem to lead to the idea that you seem to have, that the population is m01 

numerous upon the east than upon the west side ?— The west side was not so heavily timbeie as e e 
side, and it was much easier cleared, and there were better roads, and when people go to select ancy 
consider all those conveniences ; but now the whole of Rodney north of Mooroopna is a se ecte , excep o 
those reserves that I allude to.



2761. And since that has been selected the land on the east of the river has been taken up?— Yes.
2762. And the population now is settling thickly upon this, is it?— Y e s ; the population is going in 

that direction now.
2763. Is it an increasing population now ?—The last land Board at Benalla there were two hundred 

and forty cases, the first Tuesday o f this month. Two hundred and forty selectors selected land in Moira, 
north of Shepparton and north of Dookie, that was in one month alone. Of course Mr. N ixon can give 
you more distinct details than I  can do upon that point.

2764. I f  there is this large population on the cast side of the Goulburn, and they bring their 
produce to Shepparton, will they be benefited by one line more than the other line, now projected. You 
know that there is a line projected upon the east side, and one on the west side, would it matter to the 
farmers and those who bring their produce there which way their produce is brought to Melbourne ?— It is 
a matter of two miles and three-quarters of extra carriage.

2765. Is that the difference ?— That is the difference.
2766. And if  that two miles and a quarter were in favor of the western side, the western side 

would equally benefit those on the eastern side?— No, I could not say that.
2767. I  understood you to say that it was the two miles and a quarter that turned the scale?— I say

the farmers and selectors north of Shepparton would have to pay freight upon their produce two miles and
three-quarters by going Tatura way than if they go straight. ^

2768. Now supposing we get south of Shepparton and higher up the river, is the population as 
thick on the east side of the river, opposite to Murchison, as it is upon the west ?— There is not much 
difference, because the land west of Murchison is not the best in q u ality; and the land on the east of 
Murchison, on the east side, is very heavily timbered with box and gum, which is very expensive to clear, 
and I  think that is the reason why the land is not settled and taken up long ago.

2769. Is it good land?— Very ; it is very good land.
2770. On that part opposite to Murchison ?— Yes, east of Murchison.
2771. It is very good land, is it ?— Yes, it is very good land when cleared.
2772. Is it not liable to be flooded in the winter ?— No.
2773. Is there not a portion of this valley which is liable to be flooded ?— No, not to my know­

ledge ; and I saw the flood in 1863, and I saw the flood in 1870 there, and I saw the creeks, the Pranjip 
Creek, and Crighton’s Creek, and Little P ranjip  Creek, and Castle Creek, and all join Muddy Creek at 
Muddy Creek bridge.

2774. Is that where the flood breaks out the most ?—No; I  never have seen any flood there 
excepting in winter time when the three-chain road had no bridges upon it; it is very difficult to get along, 
no question about i t ; but now it is all bridged, the three-chain road from Muddy Creek to Shepparton ; the 
bridge over Broken Creek is just about finished.

2775. Did you hear Mr. Sheppard’s evidence ?— I did.
2776* Have you had any experience of such floods as he alluded to in Octobei . ±xo9 not the

slightest; it put me very much in mind of the story about Rip Van Winkle.
2777. B y  the H on. F. S. Dobson.— It  was untrue ?—Not the slightest doubt.
2778. His story was untrue ?— Anybody that knows anything about the country will know that it

was a most extraordinary statement that he made. ,
2779. B y  the H on. S ir. C. Sladen.— Probably the climate has changed since he had his sleep r I 

dare say when the country was heavily timbered, and there was dead timber in the Goulburn and heavy 
floods came down, in all probability the Goulburn was more heavily flooded; but that has all gone now.

2780. Do you know the present crossing place at Murchison ?— It is a bridge a good bridge.
2781. Do you know the line colored red on the east side ? Yes. • _
2782. You know how it passes Murchison a distance from the river ?— It runs within a mile and 

three quarters, because there is a deviation in the Act that permits the engineer to set out the line as near
the Murchison bridge as he thinks proper. _

2783. Would there be in your experience any difficulty m getting from Murchison if  there were a 
station there— in getting there at all times of the year ?— No doubt the flood overflows all the low ground 
at the end of the Murchison bridge by the hotel; but it is very seldom, only once in three or four years.

2784. I f  the red line were carried out would that be the point where there would be a station for
the convenience of Murchison ?— I think a station ought to be theie.

2785. Murchison is a very important place ?— Yes, it is getting so. . ? T
2786. You think there would be some difficulty in making a station there for Muichison . — I do not

see it; t h e s j ig h ^ t  ^ ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  that would defy the flood1 ? _ Y e s ; put a few wooden culverts
or what you call a viaduct if  people were frightened about the flood; but I  never heaid much comp am 
about it. There used to be a punt there before the bridge was erected ; but since that time I  have heald no 
complaint, and there was a very heavy flood in 1870. I  dare say the flood was five feet or six  feet there
between the three-chain road and Murchison bridge. 1

2788. How long did that last ?— It lasted about seven or eight days.
2789. About six feet deep ?— About five or six feet deep.
2790. Was that an unusual occurrence ?— Yes; that was a very unusual flood m 18 /0
2791 Would the population to the south and east of Murchison on the east side o f the Goulburn, be 

able to avtil" selves S l y  throughout the year of the North-Eastern line of railway for taking away 
their produce ?— Rushworth is south of Murchison and Warranga

m l  t L T p f f i "  W u l a t i ! u ^ c h " L  thi-east'side of 'the Goulburn Valley to the 

south o f at Booker’s, that is, about five miles south of

Murchison. annnmmodatiou which the North-Eastern railway affords at

line accommodates the people* as, ai as a i c ^  which is in the bend of the river opposite to Murchison, 
on the ^ ^ ^ : l r ”  ^ p p L s  to be a good large settlement th e r e f -T e s .



P. Hanna, Esq., 2797. Is the North-Eastern line within their reach— is it accessible to that part of the country for
:sth a5 S s t 7. taking away their produce ?— It is accessible under the disadvantages 1 have previously alluded to—

bad roads.
2798. W ill you inform the Committee what the disadvantages are, for that is what we want to find

out ?— It is twenty miles of very bad road to A v en e l; there is so much traffic upon it.
2799. W hat about Euroa and Longwood?— The people there would not think of going to Euroa.
2800. W hy?— Because the road is a very bad road. There is no road, in fact, it is bush, and the

creeks are not bridged.
2801. Is it the same to Longwood ?— Just the same.
2802. W hat is the reason of that bad road now ?— It is a dense forest there of box and gum.
2803. Is it good land ?— It is very good land if  it was cleared, but it would take enormous money to 

clear it.
2804. Is it usually the case of a box forest that the land is good ?— After the land is cleared it 

generally bears very fine crops.
2805. Knowing the country, and knowing the populations on both sides, which line is calculated to 

serve the greatest number of people ?— There is not much difference in that, but anything there is, it is on 
the east side to my mind.

2806. You think the eastern has rather the advantage ?— Yes.
2807. The eastern is rather the shortest ?— Yes.
2808. You therefore think that upon those two grounds the eastern is the better line ?— Yes.
2809. Have you any statistical information which you could assist the Committee w ith in arrivino* at 

the opinion which you seem to have arrived at ?— The vast quantity of land now under crop north of 
Shepparton ; those people w ill have no convenience till the railway is made to get it to market, and I  think 
that the railway w ill fix the people upon that land, and I  do hope that there will be a line between Shepparton 
and Rochester ; it would go through the centre of that vast settlement, and enable the people there to avail 
themselves of the market in the western country ; it is a line very easily made.

2810. It is a line not likely to be made very soon, I  suppose ?— I  do not know that.
2811. You have been addressing yourself principally now to the settlement to the north of 

Shepparton ?— Yes.
2812. W ill any of the settlement to the east of Shepparton be affected by this line?—N o; the 

Dookie traffic w ill all come to Shepparton and P ine Lodge.
2813. I mean considerably further to the east marked upon the map as Dookie ?— The Dookie traffic 

will come to Shepparton, most of it.
2814. W ill it be benefited by the Shepparton line ?— Yes.
2815. I t  seems to be quite as near to the North-Eastern line?— Dookie is 25 miles from Benalla.
2816. A re the roads good in the direction of Benalla?— They are making them.
2817. A re they better than the line of road you described from Murchison to E uroa?— Y es; there 

are no roads to Euroa at all, it is tracks; you get to it the best way you can.
2818. There seems to be a large settled population in Dookie, all the way to Benalla. That seems 

to have been the reason for making the roads ?— Yes ; but still the North-Eastern line gets all the traffic.
2819. Are you aware what the distance is between the red line of railway and the North-Eastern 

line, upon the average between Avenel and Shepparton?— From Shepparton to Yiolettown is 38 miles.
2820. Is that east of Euroa ?— It is east of Euroa.
2821. How many m iles?— About 37 or 38 miles.
2822. And how far from Nagambie to Avenel?— Nine miles.
2823. Then w ill the mean between 9 and 38 represent the average distance ?— They do not come 

the same track at a l l ; people coming to Yiolettown would not think of coming that way.
2824. That is not the question I  ask. I  ask, what is the average distance o f the country along the 

Goulburn Yalley, from the North-Eastern line, and you tell me that from Shepparton to Yiolettown is 38 
miles, which is at the base, as it were, of the triangle, and you say that Nagambie is about 9 miles from 
Avenel, therefore I  take it [that the mean between 9 and 38 will represent the average distance of this 
country from the North-Eastern line ?— This— [ producing a m ap~\— is a map upon a half-inch scale. I  can 
give you the exact distances if you like.

2825. I f  you please, I  will be glad i f  you will give me the exact distance?— I  made a mistake in the 
exact distance from Shepparton to Yiolettown.

2826. What is that difference ?— It is 28 miles, not 38, that is, as the crow flies.
2827. I  suppose that is the only way w e can get at it now ?— Yes.
2828. Then we w ill take the line of the crow for the present, please, for the sake of comparison. I  

only make it out to be 24, but perhaps the maps differ ?— It is 28 miles.
2829. And now the distance from Nagambie to A venel?— That is 9 miles.
2830. Then the mean between 9 and 28 would be the average distance of the Goulburn valley to

the east o f the Goulburn, from the North-Eastern line ?-------
2831. N ow what w ill that be ? W ill not that be 18 miles ?— It w ill be more.
2832. I  take it that i f  one is 9 and the other 28, that is 37, and half 37 is about 18 ?— Nagambie is 

up in a corner pretty well.
2833. I  am quite aware of th a t; but I  want to get at the general idea. Is not the line along the 

Goulburn Yalley, on the east side, on an average between 18 and 20 miles from the North-Eastern line. 
Is that so ?— Yes, as the crow flies.

2834. I  ask you to make use o f your rule upon the other side of the line, and tell me what is the 
average distance from Mooroopna, Rushworth, and the Echuca line of railway ?— I  could not say that 
Rush worth has any share in the Mount Alexander railway at a l l ; they would be compelled to come by 
this line.

2835. That is what I  want to know ; as you know the outlines of these divisions better than I  do, I  
shall be glad if  you can tell me what is the average distance of the Goulburn Valley, on the west side of the 
Goulburn, from the Echuca line ?— This map does not give it.

2836. It seems very simple ; would not the rule give it upon the one side just as upon the other. 
W hat is the difference between Shepparton and Rochester ?— About 40 miles ; this map does not show the 
Echuca line exactly.



2837. Then will you accept my measurement. I have a rule here 2 feet Ion" and thi<? m-m 9  r>
miles to 1 inch, and I  find that from Rochester to Shepparton is just about 18 inches— there are more than S ? "  
18 inches— that makes 36 miles. Now I  will take from Murchison. I just want to find out how the 28tb Augusb I877' 
country is served for railways at the present time. I  find that upon the east side the population from 
Shepparton to Avenel is at an average distance of 18 miles from the North-Eastern line Now I  want to 
find out how far the people are on the western side, and I find that from Shepparton to Rochester s 36 
miles, andfi-om Murchison to the Ecliuca line is just about the same distance ? - B u t  it is very heavy country

2838. Therefore the average distance of the people settled upon the west side of the Goulburn 
Valley is greater from accommodation than it is upon the east ? -Y e s  ; but you are leaving out altogether 
the dense population settled down there in Moira North ; and, of course, if  you are going to make compari­
sons, I think they ought to be taken into consideration. 1

2839. I  am very much obliged to you for pointing that o u t; I  only ask for information, I  do assure 
you. Then Moira, I  suppose, would be about, from Shepparton, something like, on an average 20 miles I  
suppose ; but some of them would have to go a great deal more ?— Yes, a great deal more : but I  hopeto  
see a line go through there to the banks of the Murray River.

. 284°* ^ e/°.re we talk about a railway there ; is any portion of the Goulburn River, to the north
bounding the Moira tract of country, navigable ? Does any produce go from there to Echuca ? Very
little, very little ; some comes down from Cobram and Yarrawong that goes down to Echuca in the steam­
boats, but that is furthei north-east ; but, to my knowledge, I know of no wheat or produce going down 
the Goulburn to Echuca ; I  never heard of it. There is a steamer that came up twice or three times there 
but I  think it was principally with stores. ’

2841. Does any of the Moira country get its produce down to the Murray ?— Yes.
2842. Fiom  what distance do they send their produce down the Murray ?— The northern portion of 

it; they have no other way than to send it to Echuca, just as the Shepparton people have to take it to 
Avenel and Euroa.

2843. Yes, but it does not appear to me clear, so far as the information I  want to elucidate goes 
that the population to the north of Shepparton makes any difference ; they will have to be accommodated 
whether the railway goes to the east or west of the Goulburn Valley ; the only difference it will make to 
them will be the 2 f  miles difference, which I  quite adm it; therefore, all the people of Moira would bring
their produce to Shepparton, and would be accommodated by the East or West line. What I  want to draw
your attention to is, that large tract of country between the Goulburn Valley to the west and the Echuca 
line ? I  have very little knowledge of the district bordering the Echuca line, therefore I  would rather not 
give an answer, because it would not be satisfactory to myself.

2844. What I  want to elucidate is this— it appears to me, as far as I  can gather, and from the 
information you have been so good as to give me, that the eastern side people are very fairly provided with 
railway accommodation by the North-Eastern line, they having only to travel on an average eighteen or 
twenty miles, whereas the people on the west side have more than double that distance to go to get to the 
Echuca line ?— The people on the west side o f Rodney have now railway communication, while the people 
on the eastern side have none, and this line of railway down the Goulburn Valley w ill supply it to them.

2845. That is just what I  want to arrive at— whether there is a population that has been left out in 
the cold, and which would be benefited very much by the line on the west side, or whether they can get 
all they require by going, as I  take it they ought to go, to Shepparton, will all the people on the west side, 
who cannot get to the Echuca line, be satisfied to go to Shepparton, and w ill that be treating them quite 
fairly ? I  look upon the line down the Goulburn Valley as a main line, and I  think it ought to be kept 
as straight as possible.

2846. But there are two lines projected down the valley, one on the east side and the other on the
west ?—But only one would be made, I  suppose.

2847. Yes, but I  ask this question— will all the population, which cannot be accommodated by the 
Echuca line, be served by having to go across to Shepparton, to take advantage of the red line ?—That is a 
matter of opinion.

2848. I  want to know what your opinion is ?— I have stated it. That I  think a main line like this 
ought to be kept as straight as possible, for the reason I  gave at first— on account of the dense population 
settling down there now in Moira, north of Shepparton, and away down by Boossie and Yarrawonga and 
Cobram. Those people will not be able to remain there unless they have facilities for getting to market.

2849. I  do not know now that I  have quite got the answer to my question, which is, will all the 
people who are settled on the west side of the Goulburn, in Mooroopna (I  will not say the township, 
because that is too far south), who are too far removed from the Echuca line to take their produce there 
be fairly dealt with and well served by having to go to Shepparton to get rid of their produce ?— That is a 
matter of opinion. I  do not think I  am called upon to answer that question.

2850. You are there for the purpose of giving evidence ?— I have given all the information in my 
possession, and I  will give all the evidence I  can give you, but an expression of an opinion to the Legislative 
Council is a thing that I  shrink from.

2851. Are you prepared to say that you decline to answer the question ?— No, I  do n o t ; but at the 
■ same time I  am not inclined to answer it. I  think, no doubt about it, it would be inconvenient to them ; 
and the same would apply to the people on the east side to come over and go the longer distance. I  think 
really after all it is not much to quarrel about.

2852. Put it in another way then— all the people on the east side, who would be likely to take 
advantage of the red line, have the same distance to travel to Shepparton as the people who wish to take 
advantage of this line would have to travel from the Mooroopna division ?— N o ; the people from the 
Mooroopna side would have to travel to Shepparton, to avail themselves of the station there ; but I think a 
bridge ought to be put across at Castle Creek point, because there must be a station in Kialla West.

2853. We are concerned now in determining between two lines which run together to a little 
farther north than Nagambie, and then spread one on one side of the Goulburn Valley, and the other on 
the other, and then unite at Shepparton. I want to ascertain the conveniences which Shepparton would 
give to the one side or the other. I  want to know particularly with regard to the people settled at 
Mooroopna, whether you think they will be well served by all of them having to go to Shepparton to take 
advantage of a railway ?— Certainly they would not.



2854. jBy the Hon. F. S. D obson .— This map, I believe, has been furnished to us by the Govern­
ment ?— I do not know.

2855. Assuming that it has been furnished by the Government, and therefore to be relied upon as 
accurate, is it not apparent that the vast majority of the population till you get far north of Shepparton is 
upon the western side ?-------

2856. Now , assuming that the line is taken to Tatura, would not that be a convenient point from 
which to make the branch line which you yourself would like to see connecting Shepparton and Rochester ? 
— No, the line from Shepparton to Rochester would go further north than that.

2857. Yes, but could not you take it further up, in the direction I  am pointing with my finder to 
and do just as much good as the line from Shepparton to Rochester ?— No, I do not think so. ’

2858. W hy not ?— I think all railways ought to go as straight as the contour of the country will
permit.

2859. Apart from considerations o f population ?— No, taking the population into consideration.
2860. I f  you take population into consideration, your straight line goes to the wall at once. Can 

you point out a straight line in England or Ireland. Do not they all follow the population ?— They do.
2861. Is it -not a matter for consideration in making a line which is to be for all time in the colony, 

that you have a difference between the two lines of two miles and three-quarters only. Is that a matter 
worth consideration to men o f business legislating for the colony ?— That is a matter of opinion.

2862. I  believe the people of Ballarat are content to go round ?— They have no reason to complain. 
They have had railway accommodation for the last eighteen or twenty years.

2863. Therefore the Shepparton people ought not to complain if  they have only to go two miles and 
three-quarters out of the way to M elbourne; surely the argument is good where the deviation is so small 
compared with the deviation between Ballarat and Melbourne. Do you know the country there— [pointing 
to i t  upon the plan~\?— Yes.

2864. W hat sort of country is it ?— It is a dense forest o f box and gum.
2865. You say the expense of clearing that would be very great ?— Yes, it would.
2866. Therefore it is not probable that it will be a dense population in this part for many years at 

any rate ?— They are pegging it out now.
2867. They are the more fortunate kind of selectors, I  suppose, that have some money behind them ? 

— I do not know.
2868. Do you know this country— [poin ting to the map~\ ?— That is Greytown.
2869. What is the reason there is so little blue here ?— There is very little good land where you put

your hand.
2870. Is it because the land here is poor that we see so little selection, or is it because there are 

reserves for gold mining ?— I do not know whether that is a gold mining reserve or not.
2871. Do not you know that Rushworth is a large reserve for gold mining ?— I know where Rush- 

worth is, but I  cannot speak of the reserve from my own knowledge, whether it is reserved or not.
2872. Supposing you were to continue the line from Shepparton (no matter whether it is available 

by the eastern or western bank) up to the north amongst the selection— supposing they wish to supply this
largely settled district ?— So it must be.

2873. Eventually, no doubt. The only objection you have to the line going on the western side is, 
that persons going 200 miles from Melbourne must go two miles and three-quarters out of the way ?—It is 
not 200 miles from Melbourne, nor anything like it.

2874. N o, I  know it is n o t; but speaking in round numbers. The only reason for your preference 
in this line from the Murray to Melbourne, to the eastern route, is that it would be a saving of two miles 
and three-quarters ?— There is another reason that I  have not been asked yet, and that is the cost of 
construction.

2875. O f course, beyond Shepparton, at present,., the cost of construction we need not trouble 
ourselves with ?— No.

2876. But the cost o f construction for the Eastern or the Western line— will you tell us about 
that ?— There are no excavations of any sort, except side-drains, upon the whole line, from Avenei to 
Shepparton or Mooroopna.

2877. Are there any embankments necessary ?— There w ill require embankments in places.
2878. S ix  or seven feet high we have been told by some witnesses ?— Yes. I  take the quantity of 

yards of side cuttings, and that is always put where embankment is required, drawn down, or carted, or 
pulled; and I  took the estimate o f the bridges over Muddy Creek, and Castle Creek, and Seven Creeks, 
and two bridges over the Goulburn, and I  made up an estimate for both sides, and I  priced them in my 
own way, and I  find that there is a difference in favor of the east side o f £35,000.

2879. May I  ask, are you a practical engineer ?— I have not practised it much in this country; I
had a little knowledge o f it in the old.

2880. Are you aware that these investigations have been gone into by men educated for this par­
ticular work ?— I  have a practical knowledge of working out quantities, and pricing them.

2881. From what spot would you get the ballast on the eastern side ?— The ballast must come from 
Seymour for both sides.

2882. A s far as you know, are you certain of that ?— Yes.
2883. Were you in the House this evening ?— I have made inquiries, and the stone south of Mui- 

chison seems to be too rotten. I  do not think the engineers would tolerate it at all.
2884. Have you heard the evidence o f some o f the engineers, I  think it was Mr. Watson? Aes, 

and Mr. Iliginbotham too. _ , ,
2885. A s to there being ballast on the western line, and none upon the eastern ?— It is very doubt u 

whether the stone south of Murchison would be permitted to be used— it is a kind of rotten stone that wou 
soon decay.

2886. I t  may be what you have seen upon the surface. Has any shaft been sunk there at a l l . °*
2887. What is the nature of the stone— is it sandstone, slate, or clay ?— A  schist.
2888. A  sort o f slaty stone, I  suppose ?— Yes. f
2889. You do not know what depth it g o es? —I  fancy the whole o f the ballast must come ro 

Seymour.
2890. In spite of the engineering evidence ?— That is my evidence.



2891. Will you tell mo what grounds you rest, your opinion upon ?— It is good first-class ballast; p .  H a n n a ,Esq., 
and another reason is, that the line will be led from Avenel, or wherever it branches off to Old Man Creek 99 contin̂ d< 
and as a matter o f course the line will be ballasted as it goes along. ’ ’ th AugUBt187L

2892. But, necessarily, i f  you had a very long lead, and you had good ballast alongside the line ?
—When you have your own working plant, such as ballasting engines and ballasting trucks, it might be just 
as convenient to take it from Seymour.

2893. It might or might not, I admit th a t; but I  want to know the ground of your belief that this 
stone, that you admit to exist upon the western line, is useless for ballast ?— If the contract was mine, and 
I had the privilege of taking the stone, I  would prefer to go the longer distance, because I  believe it would 
be as cheap.

2894. That is no answer to my question. What have you seen ? I want to know the reason why 
you assume that the deposit upon the western line is useless ?— I go from what I  have seen.

2895. What have you seen ?— I have been there two or three times.
2896. Just going through the country ?—Yes.
2897. And that is all ?— Yes.
2898. And with that small amount of information would you venture to contradict the engineers who 

have spoken here as to the ballast being good ?— I do not profess to contradict them. I  would be very sorry 
to contradict them in anything.

2899. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Mr. Higinbotham told us that he went up one day and went 
down the n e x t ; and that was all the opportunity he had of judging— have you had as good an opportunity 
of going over the line as Mr. Higinbotham, and of judging of it ?— I have been over it dozens of times.

2900. Do you know of this place where it has been spoken of that ballast could be obtained ?— I do 
know it very well, but I  would not say whether it could be taken from there or not. But in regard to Mr. 
Higinbotham’s going over the line, or any professional engineer, he can come to a pretty good idea as to the 
nature of the country. I  would treat Mr. Higinbotham’s going over the line and seeing it, or travelling 
over it, as means by which he could form a very sound opinion as to where it ought to be and where it ought 
to go.

2901. But I  mean so far as ballast could be obtained ; could he be able, in a cursory view like that, 
to say with any degree of certainty whether ballast could be obtained or not ?—No, I  do not think anybody 
could do that unless they sunk a shaft and found out what kind of stone it is, because if  the stone were 
stone that would melt away or decay with the weather, of course it is bad ballast.

2902. Whether Mr. Higinbotham be right or wrong, is it your opinion that the ballast ought to be 
taken from Seymour ?— Yes, it is first class.

2903. And that you could lay it down as cheaply as ballast found upon the spot by these gentlemen ?
—Yes ; because no matter whether the ballast pits are opened at Murchison or anywhere else, a line of rails 
or trams must be laid down to the main line.

2904. And you make the line as you go along and carry the ballast with you ?— Yes.
2905. So that the difference between railway making and road making is, that you have facilities 

in railway making for carrying the stuff as you go along, whereas in road making you cannot ?— I w ill give 
you a case in point. The second section of the North-Eastern railway, from Seymour to Benalla, sixty  
miles, was entirely ballasted with gravel from these pits, and it is only forty-two miles and a half from 
Avenel ; and it is about forty-five if  they break off from the gravel pits, and that would be about twenty 
miles short of it.

2906. The Goulburn runs from Avenel to Shepparton, as I understand ?— No, it runs from Seymour 
to Shepparton.

2907. From Seymour to Shepparton ?— Yes.
2908. How wide is it on the average ?— An average of 200 feet at Seymour, at Murchison about 

250 feet, and at Shepparton about 300 fe e t : that is the main river.
2909. Is there a good depth of water ?— Yes. Some of it averages generally ten feet in summer time, 

except where there is a bar, ten or twelve feet, with deeper holes. There is a bar or two between Nagambie 
and Seymour, where it is shallow.

2910. Could it with very little expenditure be made navigable from Avenel to Shepparton ?— N o ; 
because Avenel is not near it at all.

2911. From Seymour to Shepparton?— No, indeed, it would n o t ; it would be much cheaper to make 
a railway.

2912. I  did not ask that. Is it possible?— It is possible to do anything as long as you have plenty 
of money.

2913. Would £20,000 do it ?— No, I  would not look at it ; and £100,000 would not do it from 
Seymour to Shepparton, and then it would not be navigable for more than six months in the year.

2914. According to the projected Western line it is necessary to make two bridges over the Goulburn,
as I  understand ?— Y es.  ̂ . . .

2915. I f  the river be made navigable, would it be advisable to have bridges over it?  It is not likely
that it ever will be navigable.

2916. Then we will not trouble our heads by going into it. I  thought there was a depth ot water
there sufficient for steamers to sail along. How many years have you known the Goulburn Rivei . out

Have you resided pretty constantly in that locality ?— No, I  have never resided there at all.
I am very often up and down, though. , .n . o

2918. You have seen it occasionally year by year?— Yes, I  did. I  built a bridge at Seymour,

^ *2919. During all the time you have had a knowledge of it, how many floods do you remember to
have taken place there?— Two very large floods.

2920. One in 1 8 6 3 ,  one in 1 8 7 0  ?— Yes. . ,, , . .
2921. Which was the larger of the two ?— I think that the one m 1870 was the largest in the

2922. You heard Mr. Sheppard speaking about the great height to which the river lises there, and 
the great injury that is done by the river flooding the lands right and left ?— Yes, I  did.



2923. I  think he went to the extent of saying that it would be impracticable to make a railway on 
the eastern side of the river. Were you here when he said that ?— Yes, I  heard him say that.

2924. Do you agree with that ?— N ot at all.
2925. W hat is the real difficulty in making a railway on the eastern side at all ?— There is no real 

difficulty at all ; it is simply a matter of choice which side will give most accommodation to the people, and 
a question of expense.

2926. You have been a contractor ?— Yes, a little.
2927. And you have gone to the trouble of estimating the difference in cost between the Eastern

and Western lines ?— Yes, I  did.
2928. You made a difference of £35,000 in favour of the Eastern line ?— Yes, for my own amuse­

ment. I  often make estimates out for different large contracts for nay own information.
2929. I  suppose you would have no hesitation in guaranteeing your estimate ?— No ; I  would be glad

to take the work at that price.
2930. Of the two lines, I  think you rather prefer the east to the west ?— The east, because it is the

straighest.
2931. And shortest ?— Yes.
2932. And least expensive ?— The least expensive, because the two bridges are avoided.
2933. In your opinion, will it be a convenience to as many people, or more people, by being con­

structed on the eastern side than if  it were upon the west ?— I  think it is just about equal just now, hut 
population is so fast increasing on the eastern side, that I  think the eastern side ought to have the pieference.

2934. In point of convenience you think it would afford facilities to an equal number ?—Yes, with 
the assistance of the local bodies to make roads and bridges, and the railway department to make suitable
stations to accommodate the people.

2935. One oreat barrier was put in the way on several occasions to us, that there must be a station 
at Murchison, but m order to get to the station you must bridge over three quarters of a mile. Have you 
known the position of the ground about Murchison very well ? Yes.

2936. Could you give the Committee any idea of what would be the expense of making a good 
approach to the station ?— The approach would be the making of the main three-chain road between 
Murchison and V iolet Town ; it would be a question of whether the Government, I  think, ought to do that, 
simply because the Government went to three times the expense making a road from Duffy Town to Ililmore, 
and I  think if the line is upon the cast side, the Government ought to treat the Murchison people in the 
same manner as they treated the Ililmore people, and make a road ; it would not cost half the amount.

2937. What would it cost ?— I estimate it would cost £4000 or £5000 to make a tramway; it would 
be safe for all weathers. A t all events I  think a good plank road would answer equally well, because on no 
occasion do I  remember a flood there more than six or seven days on two occasions; it might be more, but I 
would say two occasions— 1863 and 1870.

2938. Suppose it was a kind of viaduct ?— I think that would be more answerable to the people there, 
for it is a very bad piece of ground between Murchison and the three-chain road to Nagambie.

2939. I f  a plank road is substitued for the three-chain road you spoke of, would not the expense he 
much diminished ?— Yes, the approaches to the bridge are very good, and I  think they might be carried out 
to the station if  it is upon the east side. I  think the Government would be in duty bound to do that..

2940. Is it possible to do that at a less expense than £4000 or £5000 ?— 'Yes, less would do it if they 
do it that way.

2941. Are you aware that the shire council called for tenders for that work lately, and that a
contractor offered to do it for £900  ?— Well, it would be very temporary, it would not stand the traffic for
any time that would be over there. I  would not like to do it for £900 , or anything like it.

2942. I  think you said that upon the east side there is a great rush of settlers ?— Yes.
2943. And that within the last month there were no less than 240 applications ?— I  think the first 

Tuesday of this month there were 220 to 240 selectors dealt with in Benalla, on Tuesday and Wednesday 
in this m onth; and the average is about 100 to 120 every month.

2944. So that upon the western side there is no more land to be taken up— on the eastern side make 
a railway and people w ill be induced to settle there ?— N o doubt about it, because Molka station, between. 
Murchison and Euroa, and Violet Town, a large tract of white country, there is a dense forest of gum and 
box, which if  a railway were to go down that eastern side would be, no doubt, all taken up ; no doubt about 
it, and the timber would be very profitable to be brought down to Melbourne.

2945. You told my honorable friend, Sir Charles Sladen, that there were 700 selectors in one
division ; is that on the western side ?— Yes.

2946. Rushworth 600 ?— Yes.
2947. W hich side is that ?— The western side.
2948. Can you give us any idea of the number of electors on the eastern side ?— 1950.
2949. A s against 1300 ?— Yes, that includes three divisions, which will come to that station.
2950. jBy  the l io n . Ff. F itzgera ld .— Knowing the country, as you do, and seeing Sliepparton there, 

I  presume it is foreign to this inquiry to deal w ith anything that is north of tlm line, east or west, is not 
that so ? draw a line east and west through Sliepparton, would not all the selections north of that hne e 
equally benefited by Sliepparton whether the line goes east or west, as far as this inquiry is concerned, e 
state of matters north has no influence ?— A s far as the inhabitants on the west of Rodney go, Rochester, 
Runnymede, and that neighborhood, they have railway communication now, as it is.

2951. We will first limit the inquiry now to a line from Sliepparton to the point of connection be oW 
Murchison. W ill you be kind enough upon this map to tell us where are those 240 selections dealt wit a 
Benalla, are they north of the line or south of that line ?— They are north of that line.

2952. Will you be kind enough to tell us what influence the selections upon the north of tha ine
can have upon an inquiry which is altogether limited to the country south of that line ? So fai as e
selectors are concerned, Mr. N ixon can tell you more about that than I  can.  ̂ . .

2953. Pardon me, i f  I  put questions a little more vehemently than I  intend, but I  felt that ns is 
altogether out of the question— you talk about Molka, how far is Molka from railway communication y 
North-Eastern line ?— Which portion of Molka do you allude to ?  ̂ t .

2954. Take the centre of it ?— The centre of Molka, I  should say, is twelve miles from Longwoo



2955. Do you wish this Committee— and you a practical man— to believe that this valuable box p.Hanna,Esq, 
forest, this land which would bo so immensely valuable if railway communication were brought to its door, ' conlimud< 
was neglected all this time when it was within twelve miles of a railway ?— On the borders of Molka run 28thAueu8t 1877‘ 
there are either five or six  saw mills upon it, and have been for some time ; I know that of my own knowledge.

2956. Pardon me, I  do not ask that— I have no doubt you know that and a great deal more but I
want to know this : the Postmaster-General wanted to have your evidence to this effect, that this country 
was absolutely neglected, barren, given over to natural waste, because there was not railway communication
to i t ; and you tell me that from the centre of it it. is not ten miles to a railway— is not that so ? Yes *
about twelve miles.

2957. About twelve miles ?— Yes.
2958. And because they are not within twelve miles, they thought the land not worth taking, and 

they will rush upon it if  this railway be made ?— Yes.
2959. A llow me to ask you what distance will the line be from the centre that is twelve miles from 

a station upon the North-Eastern line ?—To explain myself I  will say that, with the exception of a little 
selection at Nagambie, in the whole of that district north of the North-Eastern railway to the Molka there 
was little or no selection until the railway was contemplated, and therefore I  fancy that the principal portion 
of this selection going on now on the east side is with the expectation that a railway will be made there.

2960. I  have no doubt that it is because the railway may run through that land ; but now from this 
centre of Molka how far will it be to this line proposed to be constructed ?— The portion of Molka close up 
to it ?

2961. But take the centre of i t ; if  this is a large box forest, I  suppose it will cover six or seven 
miles ?— There are 60,000 or 70,000 acres in it I  think.

2962. Take the centre of the 60,000 or 70,000 acres, how far will it be from Shepparton, or take the 
nearest station of the proposed line— would it be eight miles ?— Eight or nine miles, yes.

2963. Now you are in this fix, Mr. H anna: you say that it is only twelve miles to the North-Eastern 
railway ; on account of that distance it is utterly neglected ; but when the new line is made, it will be eight 
miles, and then it w ill be rushed ?— Y es ; but I  fancy the railway down the Goulburn Valley will not be at 
all for the selectors upon Molka, it is for the selectors of Shepparton and on the Goulburn Valley.

2964. But I  want to get at this. Great stress has been laid upon this statement, that this is a 
neglected country, which would be of enormous profit to the State, only wanting a railway put into it, and 
it will not be taken up until a railway is there ?— The red and blue lines go as far as Murchison ; there is 
no difference of opinion about that.

2965. You said you preferred the eastern line to the western because it was straight ?— Yes.
2966. You think Murchison deserves a station to it ?— I think there ought to be a station for the 

convenience of Murchison people.
2967. Now no one has a straighter eye than you. You see the red line and the blue, which of those 

lines is the straighter ?— The red line I  think.
2968. Just look again ?— I f  you only take a thin brass wire------
2969. Pardon me. We have a map here which we all admit to be accurate ; you see that line, it is 

patent to everybody. The red line is taken because it is straighter, and when you come to look at it, even 
at this hour, we cannot be at all in doubt ?— But you must measure it fairly. I  think wire upon the map 
would give you the exact distance between the two— which is the longest and which is the shortest.

2970. You give two reasons for selection of this line—the red over the blue— the first is because it 
is straighter ?—Yes.

2971. The next is because this land would be rendered so valuable if  the line were made ?— I made 
no reference to Molka at all ; I  gave that as a reason why that land was not selected previously.

2972. Is it the habit of men when they go first upon a place to take the bad land and leave the good ?
Is that your experience of these men ?— It is pretty well all good land north of Avenel.

2973. And, notwithstanding it is good land and within ten miles of railway, it is neglected all this 
tim e; we have Brandy Creek, which is far from a railway ?—I know nothing about Brandy Creek.

2974. But you are aware that selection has been going on there very quickly, and they are glad to 
get railway communication within thirty miles?— I know that selection has been going on in Rodney, and 
there is no other place for bona fid e  farmers to take up land in but in Moira.

2975. Was this within the electoral district you represented in Parliament ?— No.
2976. Avenel was ?— Yes.
2977. I  suppose there is'a great connection between Avenel and this district; there is a little affection 

in your feeling to the old spot ?— Yes ; I  was always very kindly treated in Avenel, and that electorate is 
only two miles square— part of the boroughs.

2978. Still there is a little feeling of friendship for this side ?— That does not cover Avenel at all.
2979. I  am not speaking of Avenel ; are any of the other towns connected with the boroughs ?

Yes, the North-Eastern railway went through the Murray boroughs from Tallarook to Albury, 135 miles.
2980. Now, without the slightest intention o f imputing motives, is it not possible there was a little 

affection for these old friends ?— N ot the slightest. I  have no interest in the world ; none but to exactly 
answer the questions according to my knowledge.

2981. Still there is a little political feeling you know ?— You cannot twist it that way.
2982. B y  the H on . W. W ilson.— I  believe you have a pretty extensive knowledge of the locality

from Seymour down to Shepparton ?— Yes.
2983. You resided in Seymour a long time ?— I have a good deal of property in Seymour.
2984. You have a practical knowledge of floods in the Goulburn ?— Yes.
2985. You know that they sometimes come down very suddenly ?—Yes.
2986. And swamp a large tract of country ?— No.
2987. Sometimes even country that is considered free from flood damage will be flooded . x es.
2988. Have you had experience of the eastern bank of the Goulburn between Seymoui and

Shepparton during a flood ?— Yes. .
2989. Is it the flood waters of the Goulburn that are most to be feared or flood waters of the Broken 

Creek and the Seven Creeks running into the Goulburn ?— Sometimes there is a very heavy flood m e 
Broken Creek, or Broken River, when there is very little flood in the Goulburn ; but when there is heavy 
rain in the mountains, and snow melting, a very heavy flood comes down in all directions.

R a il w a y s . n



p. Hanna, Esq., 2990. Generally when snow waters come down the Goulburn the other creeks are rather low ?—
osthA^uus77 Yes, there is always a good body of water in the Goulburn.

2991. Then do you think that the creeks that have to be crossed on the eastern side of the 
Goulburn offer any obstacle or any engineering difficulty ?— No, none whatever.

2992. H ow many are there that would require stiff bridges ?— There is Pranjip and Crichton’s
Creek and Little Pranjip Creek, all combined to form Muddy Creek ; and there is Castle and another that
you could walk over dry foot once in the year, and the Seven Creeks is a large one, and the length of bridge 
there, I think, is 170 feet— the bridge is built upon sills— and then the Broken Creek ; but whatever side 
the railway comes down it is designed to cross the Broken River both lines.

2993. You have a practical knowledge of the construction of bridges ?— Yes. I  think that the 
Muddy Creek could be bridged for £1000 with a good substantial bridge, and also the Castle Creek.

2994. A  railway bridge ?— Yes ; and the Seven Creeks, and in all probability the Broken River 
might cost £2000.

2995. Would the expense of bridging the creeks between Murchison and Shepparton on the eastern 
side be a more difficult task than bridging the Goulburn twice ?— No. I  would rather bridge them three 
times over than bridge the Goulburn twice, because very heavy and expensive tools would be required to 
bridge the Goulburn, because they require very heavy piles to resist the flood coming down, and because of 
the dead timber coming down.

2996. You have had some experience of bridging the Goulburn ?— Yes.
2997. You built a bridge over the Goulburn ?— I did, for myself.
2998. Then you think it would take £35,000 less to construct a railway upon the eastern side than 

upon the western ?— Yes, taking everything into consideration.
2999. It is owing to the less expense of bridging?— Yes.
3000. Then, so far as to the construction of the line is concerned, it resolves itself into a question 

of the largest amount of people that will be obliged by the construction of the railway ?—No matter what 
side it is, it will oblige a very large population.

3001. But you can say, at all events, that it would be better even for the western people to construct 
it on the east side than have no railway at all ?— Certainly it would be very advantageous to the Rodney 
people.

3002. Would it be easier to form roads from the western side to the eastern stations than to form 
roads from the eastern sides to the western stations ?— There you have to bridge the Goulburn again; but 
at Shepparton there is a bridge erected by a private individual, and no doubt that would supply one. No 
doubt conveniences could be given; but I  think the Government would be in duty bound to put bridges 
over the Goulburn; not such powerful bridges as would be required to carry a railway, but to lead to 
stations.

3003; A s far as your evidence to the Committee goes, it is this, that it is a mere question of saving 
money which side you construct the railway ?— It is a saving of money, saving of distance, and accom­
modating a larger population.

3004. A n equal number of people would be accommodated by either route. The number that you 
would oblige and inconvenience by accepting the one route would be compensated by the number you would 
oblige by making the other ?— Y es.

3005. Therefore, it resolves itself into a mere question of cost of construction ?— That is all a 
question of cost and length.

3006. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— You went along the surveyed line on both sides of the river ?
— Yes.

3007. The gravel ballast which is used for ballast close to the North-Eastern line has been used 
along the North-Eastern line for some distance, and is good ballast?— Yes.

3008. You think it better to make a line from the gravel-pits, and continue the line down to the 
Goulburn to get the benefit o f the ballast ?— I may explain that, because I  have tendered my advice to two 
Governments about that subject. In 1863 the stone bridge at Avenel was washed away by a flood, and 
also in 1870 the flood ran very high at Avenel, and the Engineer-in-Chief raised the bridge at Avenel 
both higher and larger, and therefore, as a matter of course, A venel had to shift at once, because the present 
North-Eastern railway is taken away from it 1 \  mile, and the old town is deserted, and a new town is 
built there, and I  do think it would be a great hardship upon the people of Avenel to make them 
shift again.

3009. W hy should they sh ift; it is only a question if  the whole of the people of Shepparton are 
obliged to run 5|- miles more than is necessary ?— There is a strong and substantial bridge at Avenel, and 
considering everything, the risk of a wooden bridge over Hughes’s Creek being carried away, I  think it 
would be better, taking all views of it, to start from Avenel, and I  advised accordingly, and I  now state the 
reasons why I  advised that.

3010. You think that this is to be a main trunk line to the Murray ?— N o doubt.
3011. And you think that all the traffic should be obliged to go over all that extra distance upon 

the North-Eastern line— we are here to give as direct a line as possible for the accommodation of no 
particular people, and you would make all this traffic from the Murray run over all this additional 
distance ?— That is purely a matter of cost and convenience of course. I  admit what I have done. I was 
representing the district at the time, and I  advised the Government to start at Avenel.

3012. For the benefit of the Avenel people ?— N o ; for economical principle also ; for there is a good 
iron bridge there, and it will cost a very large sum indeed, much larger than a wooden bridge over Hughes s 
Creek. There is less land to purchase at Avenel. You go through the racecourse reserve, and the 
purchase of that, I  understand, is also saved ; whereas, if  you start at the Gravel Pits, you have to 
purchase land all the way, and to put another bridge over Hughes’s Creek ; and you can keep further down 
towards Tabilk, close to the three-chain road. It is a matter of calculation.

3013. B y  the Hon. J . B alfour.— You said, I  think, that the eastern line would accommodate the
larger population ?— Yes.

3014. You gave the statistics— the east had 1950 electors and the west 1300?— Yes ; but those are 
all selectors and farmers. There are other people upon the roll.

3015. Did not you say to the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen that you took a larger radius upon the
oast side than upon the west ?—No ; I did not.



3016. Did you take the same radius for the 1950 as you took for 1300 ?— I went as near as I p. Hanna, Esq., 
possibly could, because I  knew it would be a point you would desire information upon.

3017. Then you do not go up into this part of Moira to get any of this ?— There is a great deal of 
selection down there I  think, though it is not marked blue on the map.

3018. You do not go to any part of Moira to get any part of the 1300 ?—I took part of Dookie, and 
the whole of Shepparton, and part of Moira, because the Benalla division runs down there, but that is not 
taken in.

3019. But you will admit that a large proportion of this population—[pointing to the m ap] ?—
I do not take in that at all.

3020. You do not take any part north of Shepparton ?— I do take north of Shepparton ; and I also 
took north of Shepparton on the west side.

3021. Does it matter to people living north of Shepparton whether the line goes east or west of the 
river ?— O f course it does ; it is two miles and three-quarters longer.

3022. That is all ?— That is the whole thing.
3023. The only additional advantage to people is, that it is two miles and three-quarters shorter the 

other way ?— Yes.
3024. You speak of three lines of road that used to be flooded at times ?— Yes ; that is the road 

between where the line stops at Murchison.
3025. It is now bridged?— There is a bridge over the Goulburn.
3026. You say the road is now different to what it used to be ?— There is a sort of log bridge ; there

is a great deal of traffic over it.
3027. Is it flooded hoav ever?— I am not aware that it has been for two or three years.
3028. Not since it has been bridged ?— I think the flood has been over .it since it has been bridged.
3029. Then that road, notwithstanding it is bridged, has been flooded at times— are there bridges

over the creeks on the three-chain road ?—W hat three-chain road do you allude to.
3030. The three-chain road you allude to on the eastern side, running from Murchison northwards ?—■

The three-chain road runs from Moorilim. or Muddy Creek, to Shepparton. Is that the road you speak of?
3031. Yes ?— The red line will cross the Muddy Creek about four miles north of Muddy Creek.

That takes in a pretty large creek. The next creek to that is the Castle Creek, and the next to that is the
Seven Creeks, and the next is the Broken River, close down to Shepparton.

3032. That is not the question I am asking. You speak of a three-chain road which had recently 
been bridged, and you did not know the floods which had taken place upon it since ?— I am not aware that 
any flood had gone over the three-chain road at all, not even up to it, nor anything like it.

3033. N ot in 1870 ?— No.
3034. Then, evidently, we are not speaking of the same road ?— I was speaking to the Honorable Sir 

Charles Sladen of a road in the direction of Violet Town, that road comes out about a mile, and then turns 
south and goes towards Nagambie. " • _

3035. Is that the road that you spoke of as having been bridged ?— There is a bridge there in the 
main street of Murchison that would be required to be carried further down. I  think the Government 
would be in duty bound, if  they erected a station, to make that road in Murchison the same as they did from 
Gavan Dufly Town into Kilmore.

3036. You spoke of ballast, if  I  understood aright. When a contractor has his plant it does not 
much matter whether he has assistance to bring the ballast or not ?— Where he could get it convenient.

3037. It would be better i f  he could get it convenient ?—- Tes, but when you have to make a ballast- 
line to the pit you must consider it.

3038. Still you admit that distance is a very great consideration in ballasting ? No doubt of it.
3039. Then if  there is stone upon the western side it would be better than the eastern ? I f  you put

on stone ballast, you would have to take into consideration stone-breakers and appliances, and the steam to 
drive the stone-breakers, and all that sort o f thing.

3040. You spoke of the soil upon the eastern side as being good volcanic soil ?• Yes, alluvial.
3041. Is that where the box forest is ?— Yes, it is ; it is the general run of soil all over the district.
3042. You heard Mr. Sheppard give his evidence ?— Yes, he spoke of carb-holes— spewy sod. The

time Mr. Sheppard was there is as different as day is from night.
3043. The soil is changed ?— No, but the features of the country have changed.
3044. But the soil he spoke of, has it altered ?— I do not know about the soil.
3045. In your opinion it is good volcanic soil ?— I know it bears good crops and very abundant ciops.
3046. Is  there anything in the outward appearance of the country to indicate volcanoes ? No doubt

about it, those streams are mixed up with alluvial soil. . .
3047. Suppose you were selecting land there, would you be disposed to describe it as volcanic because 

it had crab-holes and creeks in it ?— I f  I was going to select laud as I tried to do about sixteen years ago, 
and I could not get a chance under Duffy’s A ct, and I  never tried it since ; but if  I  weie going o se ec now 
I would look out for the best farm I  could take.

-Yes.
?— Yes.

-Every bit, I  had as many
good friends on the western side of the Goulburn as I  had on the east.

3051. Still your interests were stronger on the one side than on the other ?— N ot a bit.
3052. You stated I understood that it was at your instigation and representation that Avenel was 

selected as the starting point rather than the Gravel Pits ? -Yes, I  did urge t at s i ong y.
3053. Your opinion was that that was the best, and the engineers thought otherwise
3054. Did you when you were a member of another Chamber, and weie at that « PI 

the then Government which proposed the blue line, try to get the eastern hue substituted foi it, or did you 
support the blue line ?— I urged that both lines should be surveyed and select the best.

3055. Did you urge that ?— Yes. . „
3056 In  vour place in the House ?—No, it was never mentioned m the House.
3057! Was the line projected then ?— It was, and I  had been advocating the lme for seven years.
3058. Which line ?— Down the Goulburn Valley.



p. Hanna, Esq., 3059. Which side ?— I do not care two pins which side.
2Sth a S S s 77. 3060. But you are now very strongly in favor of the eastern side ?—I do not much care, an 1 I  »iVQ

you the benefit of my reasons.
3061. Your evidence is to-night that you do not care which line we grant, so long as we <nVQ a pnQ 

down the Goulburn Valley ?— Yes. Still I  have a preference for the eastern line. &
3062. Very lukewarm ?— I would prefer it.
3063. When did your first impression become strong in favor of the eastern side, when did you first 

take that view— since you were in the House ?— I have thought over the eastern as well as the western 
side for the last four or five years.

3064. You never got the survey ?— It was surveyed.
3065. This particular red line ?— The flying survey was made about three years ago.
3066. N ot more than a flying survey ?—No.
3067. But the blue line was selected ?— Not until the late McCulloch Government introduced the Bill 

did ever it select the western side.
3068. And you supported the B ill ?— It was not introduced. Immediately when it was about to be 

introduced I got the permanent survey made from Shepparton up to Murchison to have an estimate made of 
both lines, and if  need be call for alternate tenders.

3069. Do you know what the flying survey cost on the eastern side that you spoke of as having 
been done some time ago ?— I do not know.

3070. Was it an elaborate or a complete one ?— It is pretty complete now.
3071. But at that time ?— Only survey was taken of it, but I  did not get the quantities.
3072. B y  the Hon. W . W ilson.— You mentioned that it would take about £4000 or £5000 to 

bridge or plank over some lagoons or creeks between the eud of Murchison bridge and the proposed station 
on the eastern side ?— I said that that amount of money would make a viaduct to a station upon the red line.

3073. Would it not be desirable also to have that constructed, even if the terminus is made in the 
township of Murchison for the convenience of the eastern side?— Yes, no doubt about i t ; it would apply to 
either side.

3074. Whichever side is made, it would have to be done?— Yes.
3075. B y  the Hon. J . Buchanan.— I think you said that there was a bar in the river between 

Seymour and Shepparton ?— There are three or four.
3076. But there are no bars between Murchison and Shepparton ?— Not that I know of.
3077. You know the river called the Clyde, at Glasgow Green?— I do.
3078. May I ask you what is the comparison between the two rivers—is the Goulburn at Shepparton 

not much larger than the Clyde at Glasgow?— Y e s ; but the difference is, that the Clyde is a tidal river, 
and the Goulburn is not.

3079. But I refer to the depth of water for the shipping ?— A t Glasgow Green ?
3080. Yes ?— The tide goes up as far as Rugland Bridge, a long way beyond Glasgow Green.
3081. But as to the weight of fresh water that comes down ?— There is more weight of fresh water 

in the Goulburn.
Double nearly ?— Yes.

The witness withdrew.

Mr. Thomas Nixon examined.
B y  the Hon. S ir  C. S laden .— You are a district surveyor, I  think ?— I am.
Over what district ?— Benalla district.
Does that take principally the country on the east side of the Goulburn ?— Yes.
Not at all on the western ?— Not at present.
I  believe you are aware of all the circumstances of settlement in this neighborhood ?—I am. 
Could you give the Committee the information, in the most abridged form, of what is the state 

of the settlement of population in the Benalla district, in the neighborhood of the Goulburn Valley on the 
eastern side ?— The number of the population, you mean ?

3089. Yes ; I  want to find out what settlement there is between the Goulburn Valley and the North- 
Eastern line ?— That would be benefited by the projected line, do you mean— the number of the population 
to be benefited by that ?

3090. How would you draw a line, then ?— Well, I  should commence at Murchison.
3091. On the east or west side ?— Both sides, as far as they are concerned south of Murchison—they 

are very well accommodated at present by the North-Eastern line.
3092. W ill you give as much information to the Committee as you possibly can, to enable them to 

form some opinion as to the circumstances connected with the two lines— will you let us know the population 
that would be benefited upon the eastern side, and as far as you are aware of it, as to the population that 
would be benefited on the western side ?— I  can let you know that there are eight parishes on the western 
side to be benefited by the line between Murchison and Shepparton— Toolamba West, Toolamba, Girgarro 
East, Kyabram East, Mooroopna West, and Mooroopna, and also the parishes of Undera and Coomboona, 
covering an area of 200,000 acres.

3093. Does that go north of Shepparton ?— North o f Shepparton on the west— those are the agricul­
tural areas that would be benefited principally by the projected line. On the west side, I  presume, the 
selecting population is about one thousand.

3094. How far west does that extend from the Goulburn ?— It is bounded by Mr. Winter’s estate— 
Stanhope on the west, and by Mr. MacBain’s estate on the north, and by Mr. James Winter’s on the south.

3095. Taking the first point you named— Mr. Winter’s property— how far is that west of the 
Goulburn ?— It is about fifteen or sixteen miles.

3096. I  understand there are two Mr. Winters on this side of the river—which Mr. Winter is it ?—■ 
Mr. Winter of Stanhope I  am referring to now.

3097. That is about eighteen miles west of the Goulburn, is it not ?— Yes, thereabouts. ‘
3098. And the population that would be benefited in those parishes you have named is how many ?— 

About a thousand selectors.
3099. Is that all that will be benefited by the blue line?— A ll settled by agriculturalists.

3082.

Mr. T. Nixon, 3083.
28th August 1877. 3084.

3085.
3086.
3087. 
3089.



3100. Is there any other population besides agricultural population ?—Very little ; the rest would Mr. t. Nixon,
go to Rochester and Echuca. _  ̂ 28th AuSsU877.

3101. W ill the people who are settled in Waranga go to Rochester ?— It would be optional for them 
to do so, the distances are about equal.

3102. From Waranga to Rochester and Waranga to Murchison ?—Yes, pretty near ; it is something 
nearer Murchison.

3103. As I  take it, from Waranga to Murchison is 8 miles, and from Waranga to Rochester is 25 ?—:
Yes, you are right.

3104. Therefore your statement is scarcely the case ?— You are right ; but there is very little 
agricultural settlement about Waranga.

3105. I  am anxious to find out what the population is. When you say a thousand, do you mean a 
thousand adults, or a thousand men, women, and children ?— A thousand selectors to be benefited.

3106. But what is the population— I suppose the railways are not made entirely for selectors ?— In 
this direction they are mainly selectors.

3107. I  may be wrong, but there are other industries besides agriculture, are there not ?— Yes, a 
little mining at Rushworth.

3108. Are you aware what the numbers on the electoral rolls of the two divisions of Mooroopna and 
Rushworth are ?— No.

3109. Because they considerably exceed the number that you say will be benefited, and they arc 
between 1300 and 1400 ?— I  am talking of a block of land.

3110. I  am talking of two blocks of land which seem considerably to exceed that population you 
put before the Committee. The electoral districts of Mooroopna and Rushworth seem to take in all the 
country you include to the west of the Goulburn through which this line passes, and the electoral rolls show 
they include 1346 electors ; then the population will be considerably more than the mere number upon the 
electoral roll, would they not ?— Perhaps so.

3111. Are none of those selectors married ?— I presume so, a great part of them.
3112. I  suppose a man and his wife— do they only count for units or for two ?— I do not know. I 

estimate that there are a thousand selectors west of Shepparton who will be benefited by the proposed line.
3113. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthhert.— In estimating the number, you have only regarded the electors 

themselves ; you have not taken into consideration the members of their families ?— No.
3114. That is, so far as the west is concerned?— Yes.
3115. Now  you have got a map before you ?— Yes.
3116. Starting from Avenel and going up to Murchison, I  understand there is very little difference 

between the railways on each side of the river from the point of junction?—Very little, I  should think.
3117. Is the great mass of selection on the east or on the west side, as far as Murchison ? The

largest settlement is on the east side, as far as Murchison.
3118. Can you tell me the number of people that would be benefited by having a line of railway on 

the eastern side of the river— the number of selectors?— Where do you commence, and where do you end?
3119. W ill you divide it in the way I put i t ; take from Avenel to Murchison ?— A  large population 

would be benefited by the line from Avenel to Murchison ; the route is common to both lines as fai as
Murchison. . . ..

3120. I  beg your pardon ; it is not common to both, because the point ot junction is at id  miles.
Take it from the^point of junction as far as Murchison— could you give me an estimate of the number of 
people that would be benefited by the railway on the eastern side?—I could not give you the estimate of the

3121. Could you give me, generally, an estimate of the number upon the eastern side from Avenel
up to Shepparton ?— I should say about 3000.

3122. Three thousand selectors ?— Yes, between Avenel and Shepparton, on the east side.
3123. That is 3000 against 1000. I f  I  understand your answer rightly, the number of selectors 

from Shepparton to Avenel, on the eastern side that would be benefited by a line of railway being constructed
on that side of the river would be about 3000 ?— I should think so. ,

3124. And the number upon the west would be 1000 ?— No, there would be more upon the west
you might say 2000, that is starting from Avenel. i--*- „

3125. The answer that you gave to Sir Charles Sladen was, that there were a thousand selectors
‘ upon the western side ?— That is in the block of agricultural settlement that I  mean ; taking in Waranga 

and Rushworth and Murchison, I  estimate about 2000, i n c l u d i n g  miners, tradespeople and se cctois.
3126. So that the population on each side is from 2000 to 3000 ? -Y e s , I estimate the selectors a that
3127. Have you been engineer to the shire of Echuca before you became engmeei to the si re

Benalla ?—No, I  was district surveyor at Echuca. .
3128. How many years have you known the Goulburn ?—For about eighteen.
3129. Are there any very great difficulties in the way of constructing a line of railway upon the

eastern side of the river ?— None in my opinion. . . , _ ,
3130. W e have been told by other witnesses that it is shorter upon the east than * sua(res’ted

you agree with them ?— I  could project a better and shorter line I  in ' an should set a line
by keeping two miles to the east of Nagambie and four miles to the east of Murchison. g
38^ miles that way, and better land and free from floods.

3131. Have you indicated that line on the plan before y o u  ? - I  have. i t o t h i s  plan
3132. Would you allow me to see it?— The blue lm e-a b o u t four miles to the east ol Mmchison ana

two miles to the east of Nagambie. annrove of you would avoid most of thes i S3 Ttmn with the new line that you would project ana appiovc ui, j

been surveyed— one on the west and e o ei 0 1 1 1  , t , _pn m„ opinion there is no comparison
opinion would be the most j udicious for this Committee to assent to . in  my opinio
between the two lines, the one is so much superioi to t e o 61 * ... v , local utility.

3136 W o f f i V y o 7 t e ! l ° m ^  at’ conclusion, that the eastern is
preferable— fa^ referab le  to the west J  side ?-B ecu u se  it will accommodate a larger population hereafter.



3137. H ereafter ; but take it a t the  present time, you say it is 3000 to 2000 ?— I  believe so.
3138. I t  would even now accommodate a larger population ?— I  believe so.
3139. A ny other reason ?— I f  you extend it to the M urray, it will accommodate four times as many.
3140. W ell, I  suppose th a t would happen no m atter which line was adopted w hether the western or 

the eastern side ?—I t  would all depend upon w hether you carry the W estern line to the M urray or not.
3141. B oth of them  come to the same point a t Shepparton ?—Yes.
3142. So th a t could scarcely be a very good reason for preferring the E astern  to the W estern. I  can 

understand your reason that the eastern side would accommodate more people. Now, if  the line is made on 
the eastern side, can the people on the w estern side of the river bring their produce by means of bridges 
across, and use the line of railw ay ?— V ery easily.

3143. W ould the reverse hold good— th at the people of the eastern side could w ith as much facility 
transport the ir produce across the  river to the w estern side ? No.

3144. W hy not ?—Because the land is not so solid ; the roads are not so good.
3145. T he roads on the eastern side, I  believe, in w inter time are almost impassable ?— They are

very bad; they are very soft.
3146. I t  was stated by one of the engineers th a t was examined here to-day th a t at Murchison there

would be a difficulty in reaching the railway station in a time of flood; that some low-lying land there was
liable to be flooded ?— I t  is a very trifling affair.

3147. A t w hat cost could th a t difficulty he overcome ?— I  should say £700  or £800; it is not near
so long as it  has been represented, the portion to be bridged.

3148. B y  the H o n . N . F itzgera ld .— May I  ask, are you in the employment of the Government ?
— Yes.

3149. Exclusively ?— Yes. . . „ ,
3150. Then you come here, of course, as a G overnm ent official. N ow  you were asked by my 

honorable friend about the population from A venel to Shepparton. I  th ink you estimated it at 3000 ?
— Yes ; 3000 selectors on the east side. _

3151. T h a t would be benefited by the railw ay the whole distance ?— Yes.
3152. A nd you told us a few answers previous to th a t th a t the population up to the point where the 

railways run  in  common was much more populous on the  east than it  is on the west ? N o; I  told you the 
most populous p a rt of th a t country on the w est was north  of M urchison. ,

3153. Pardon me; do not run  away, i f  you please. You were asked w hether up to the point of 
divergence of the two lines— the population on the east or the w est was the larger you answered that the
east -was, decidedly ?— Yes, I  did. . . - . , ,, . ^

3154. N ow  up to th a t point w hat in num bers is the superiority of the east over the west . I  here
is very little  settlem ent on the west a t all. .

3155. Now, if  you please, I  asked if  there is a larger population on the  east than on the west, and
you have the same facilities for estim ating th a t as you have o f the  whole— 1 ask you what is up to that 
point the  excess tha t the east has over the west— that is a plain question— about how much— is it double
Treble.

3156. U p to th a t point ?— U p to M urchison.
3157. U p  to the  point of divergence, w here the two lines separate, w hat excess has the east over

the w est ?— I  said up to M urchison. , ,
3158. Now w hat is the  difference in point of distance, up to M urchison, between the east and the

w est line ?— T here is very  little  difference between the two. , , , ,,
3159. Now  I  want a plain answer to a question th a t necessarily follows from that— must not the 

excess th a t the east has over the w est up to M urchison be deducted from the  number th a t you gave from 
A venel to Shepparton, as 3000 against 2000, where the lines run  almost cotermmously ?— 1 do not see any
reason for changing my opinion. , „ r / . . .

3160. Pardon me, I  w ill collect your thoughts again— the east has the advantage over the west as
three to tw o?— I  th ink  so. . . , ,,

3161. F rom  Avenel to M urchison, about w hich there  is no dispute a t all, has three times me
population on the east over the  west— now from M urchison to Shepparton w hich side is the more populous. 
— T he w est side.

3162. V ery much more ?— No, no t very much more. U iiv , . nn
3163. T hen on all the portion of the line w hich is a t all m  dispute, namely, fiom Mui

Shepparton, the west is far more populous than the east ?— I  th ink  it is more populous.
3164. Then it would accommodate the greater num ber ?— No.
3165. Come, if  it is more populous, there m ust be more selection ; is tha t not so . l\o .
3166. I  am very sorry if  I  confuse you, I  have no intention w hatever to do it. 1 will b g y

back to where we started . T he population between Avenel and M urchison is much largei on

3167. B u t between M urchison and Shepparton the population on the w est is much larger than upon 
the east?.—They are about e q u a l; perhaps the  west is a little  more.  ̂ . . , T 110 unow

3168. N ow  really, I  have no desire to  pu t i t  in any way but in plain Englis w * inhabi- 
is this, between M urchison and Shepparton which side is more occupied by selection, cultivatio ,
tan ts ?— M ore on the west.

3169. V ery much more ?— No, not m uch more. rmke un
3170. Now, does the difference in favor of the west, between S h ep p arto n au d  Muichison,

for the excess th a t the east has over the west between M urchison and A venel I— .No, ilotial; a i . yer
3171. B u t you m ust know that it  is entirely foreign to this inquiry w hat excess the o difference

the other w here they  run  in common, it  is only w here they diverge . Because you as
in population between Avenel and Shepparton. „ ,_______ ___ 9 r  nothing

3172. W hat is the sphere of your duties in this d istrict— how far do they ian&e .
to do w ith the line. n ,,________ _ T +ha surveys.

3173. I  mean the country through which the line runs . I  am the sutvey , P
3174. Over the  whole ?— O ver the whole.
3175. From  the one boundary to the other of th is ?— No.

. 3176. From  w hat points ?— From  M urchison downwards, on the east side.



3177. Then the sphere of your duties does not take you at all from Murchison N orth?— Murchison Mr.T.Nixou,
• con tinued,North it IS. 28th August 1877.

3178. D id your duties run from Murchison to Shepparton on the east side ?— Yes.
3179. On the east side ; is th a t country ever flooded ?— Occasionally the river floods.
3180. W hen was the last?— I  could not tell you.
3181. Was it last year ?— No, there were no floods last year.
3182. W as there the year before ?— Probably.
3183. W hy do you say “ probably,” you are a gentleman in the Government service, and floods 

represent very serious damage to property ; was there a flood last year ?— I  do not remember any.
3184. W ould there be a flood without your knowing i t? — I  think not.
3185. W as there a flood last year ?— I  think not.
3186. W as there the year before ?— Yes, I  th ink so.
3187. Did you see the river when the w ater was at its height ?— I  did.
3188. A t any of the low-lying ground through which this railway is proposed to run what was the 

height of the w ater ?— I  could not tell you the height,
3189. Was it 8 feet ?— I  daresay it was.
3190. W as it 10 feet ?— I t  m ight be.
3191. W as th a t depth of 10 feet a t any part where this line was proposed to be run ?—I  daresay it

might be.
3192. Now, I  must really appeal to my honorable friend, the Postm aster-General, to ask tha t this 

witness may be required to give his answers in a manner more becoming and respectful to this House. Now 
I  must have an answer, Mr. N ixon. W here did you see the 10 feet of w ater ?— A t Shepparton.

3193. W as it w ithin the line of this railway, where the embankments would have to be made ?—
It was.

3194. Now let us re turn  to the question. A t the point where the w ater was 10 feet deep, would
the line of railway run  through that ?— Yes.

3195. And can you, as an engineer, say w hether an embankment would have to be there ?— Yes, or
a viaduct. „ 1 .

3196. Along the line was this flood the back-water, the overflow of the streams that debouch into
the river ?— Yes, from the Goulburn River.

3197. W as there a large area of country under w ater ?— N ot very large. _ .
3198. How far does th a t w ater run back from the Goulburn R iver ?—-At the junction of the Broken

River and the G oulburn R iver I  should say 10 or 20 chains.
3199. Only there ?— Only there. ,
3200. Did it not spread back to Kialla ?— No, not tha t I  am aware o f ; I  did not see the creek at

that time. n . . . . .
3201. A t th a t time, as far as you are aware, was the face ot the country under water, as it is

termed ?—No, I  never saw that in the course of my experience.
3202. Then you th ink  a railway embankment m ight be built along the red line, w ithout the proba­

bility of any damage from flood ?— I  do. ,
3203. Do you th ink a 3-feet embankment would be high enough along tn a t line to be above flood

level ?—Yes, or less.
3204. A ll the way ?—-Y es; in my opinion it requires drainage more than  embankment.
3205. F or the  safe construction of the railway ?— Yes.
3206. O r for the improvement of the land generally ?— I t  would effect both purposes.
3207. W ould drainage be necessary to make the embankment safe ?— Yes. Instead of embanking,

I  would drain, the  country is so le v e l; I  would drain the country to do it, and make the railway almost 
upon the surface.

3208. W ould th a t railway be safe ?— Yes. .
3209. Would it be a very expensive system of drainage ?—No, the drains need only be five feet

P 3210. Now you said about the population, th a t this red line would benefit a larger population. You 
used the word “ hereafter.” You said one of your reasons for preferring the red line was th a t it would 
benefit a large population hereafter ?— Yes ; the population settling between Shepparton and the M m m j.

3211. Pardon me, we must draw the line at Shepparton. We are talking of the line between 
Shepparton and M urchison. I  ask you of the two lines, east or west of the Goulburn R iver at the piesent 
moment, which would benefit the larger population ? - I  said I  thought it would benefit the largest population

on the side.^ ^  ^  would benefit those on the e a s t - a  larger population h e re a fte r? -Y e s  if  you 
extend it to the M urray. We know th a t the people settling there would travel by the shortest ™ute. ?

3213. Do you know anything of the  country between the Goulburn and the N orth-Eastern ra y .
—Y e s: I  know it all. , _  , , ,, n  ?

3 2 1 4 .'W hat is the character o f the soil ?— Between the Eastern and the G °u>bu™ -
3215. Between Euroa and Longwood, and Murchison and Shepparton ?— I t  is a tenacious clay .
3216. Volcanic?— No.
3217. N o volcanic soil ?—N o trace w hatever of it.
3218. Is  it  a forest?— I t  is.
3219. W hat sort of a forest ?— Box.
3220. A ny sfum ?— S om e: a little in the hollows. . , o t
3221. A re you aware of the character o f soil where box and gum are found oge

3223 Box a P T ^ -V e s  ?he country you se e  there on the plan.
. S  X n s K u t a ^ h e t w e e n - s a y t h a t y o u t a ^ t h e  ^

or eight miles to the centre of the foiest that is described -i ?
to Euroa or Longwood ; which is the nearer, about w h a t . ou ay miles to Longwood.

T ik e  nine miles from Murchison as a fair point?—A bout eight miles »
3 2 2 6 ;  T h e n ,p r a c t ic a lly ,  th e  c en tre  o f  th a t  se ttlem e n t, w h ic h e v e r  w a y  th .s  rrn lw ay is  m ade, is  w ith m

eight miles of railway communication ? Les.



3227. E ig h t miles ?— Yes.
3228. A nd if  the other line is made, it  is only nine miles to Murchison ?—Yes.
3229. E ig h t and nine from Longwood ?— Yes,, from Longwood.
3230. W hen you said th a t the population was 3000 as to 2000, are you quite clear th a t estimate

had no reference to any settlem ent or any population north  of a line to he draw n through Shepparton across 
tha t map ?— I  embraced land north  of Shepparton on both sides.

3231. W ill you be good enough to throw  aside all land (and the population upon th a t land) north of 
Shepparton entirely, because it is quite obvious both sides would be equally benefited whichever side the line 
comes from— th at would be, draw a line across the map through  Shepparton ?— I t  would be about equal on
each side.

3232. A nd in your own mind, do you not th ink it is foreign to the inquiry to tell us what is north
of Shepparton ?— No, I  say both sides would be equally benefited.

3233. T he land on either side of the G oulburn railw ay would not be influenced so long as it reached 
Shepparton ?— I t  is ju s t the same.

3234. Then you will recall, altogether, the superiority in num bers th a t you gave the Eastern line over ‘ 
the  W estern to the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral ju s t now ?— T hen, I  should have to deduct from the 
w estern side from Shepparton, the same as I  do on the east side.

3235. W ill you be kind enough to give me the number, if  you can, upon the same basis that you 
gave the others ; I  do not th ink  it is o f m uch importance. Y ou said, ju s t  now, th a t i f  you drew a line 
across Shepparton, w hich is really the  ju s t th ing to do in estim ating the num ber to be benefited by this line, 
they would be about equal, and ra ther more on the  w est w here the lines run together ?— I f  you wish, I  will 
take 500 off each side from Shepparton northw ards.

3236. T h a t would give us 1500 as against 2500?— Yes.
3237. I  m ust have this out— that line is struck across a t Shepparton ?— Yes.
3238. Consider all th a t country out of the question. Now th is line runs round between Murchison

and th a t p o in t; you told us the excess of population is in favor of the w est?— Yes, but I  wras extending it to 
several parishes on the north  side.

3239. B u t w hat is your answer w ithout the extension ?— I  say they are about equal.
3240. B etw een Shepparton and M urchison, o f the east and the  west, which has th e  larger population ? 

— T he w est side.
3241. Betw een Shepparton and M urchison ?— F ully  the largest on the w est side.
3242. On the w est side ?— Yes.
3243. T hen  w hat is the distance between the two lines w here they  m eet at M urchison, as they are 

described upon this map— is it more than two or three miles all along ?— T he red and the blue ?
3244. W hat is the distance between the red and the b lue?— A bout 2 or 3 miles.
3245. From  w here they  branch off at this point from the point of junction, w here the lines are only 

2 or 3 miles apart, w hat would be the excess between M urchison and Shepparton th a t the west has over the 
east, in your opinion ?— V ery trifling.

3246. A nd then, -when you come and look a t the  map— th a t colored p a rt representing settlement, the 
w hite representing a blank (the fine land th a t grows gum and box). Now, M r. Nixon, do you adhere to 
your opinion th a t the difference of population is very trifling between Shepparton and Murchison, having 
th a t map before you— the blue representing settlem ent ?— T he blue represents large estates.

3247. No ; the brown is the large estates, and the blue represents bona f id e  settlem ent— [ handing 
a jnap to the w itness] — Do you see Shepparton there ?— I  do.

3248. You see M urchison there ?— Yes.
3249. W ith  th a t map before you, and the information th a t th a t conveys of the settlement, are you 

still of opinion th a t the  difference in population between the r ig h t and left bank of the river to be benefited
by the railw ay is very small, and nex t to nothing, as you say?— I t  would appear larger by this map.

3250. W ould it appear to be much larger— would it appear to be double ?— I t  would.
3251. W ould it  appear to be treble ?— No.
3252. W ell, double. Do your duties ever take you to R ush worth ?— Yes.
3253. A nd to W hroo ?— Yes.
3254. A re they not im portant towns ?— No.
3255. Is  there any m ining in terest there ?— A  little.
3256. Is  the  antimony an industry  ?— I  do not know.
3257. D id not you ever hear of i t ? —No.
3258. N o antim ony?— No.
3259. I  had the im pression it  was a very prom ising industry . W ell, would not Rush worth and

W hroo be feeders to this line ?— T hey would.
3260. Im portan t ?— N ot very im portant.
3261. A nd traffic for goods ?— V ery little.
3262. I t  would be the nearest point to come ?— I t  would.
3263. A ll the supplies to there, till you come to the  R ochester side, would come th a t way ?— Yes.
3264. Still, notw ithstanding all tha t, you still th ink you would prefer the eastern to the w estern.

3265. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— I  understand, from the  answers you have given to the  Honorable
M r. F itzgerald , tha t you now state the population to be larger upon the w estern than  upon the  eastern side 
going from M urchison to Shepparton ?— Yes.

3266. B u t did not you say th a t your preference for the eastern line was, because i t  would benefit a 
larger population ?— Yes.

3267. B u t the larger population is on the w estern side ?— No, commencing from A venel I  said.
3268. B u t then they are identical ?— No, they  are not.
3269. T he line from A venel up to the point of junction  very near M urchison, say six  miles aw ay, 

can you say from the point o f junction  instead of from M urchison up to Shepparton, w hich has the larges 
population, the east or the w est ?— I  th ink  they are equally balanced.

3270. As far as you know, they are exactly  equal ?—Yes. ,
3271. Do I  understand your answ er to be, th a t you prefer the eastern side because there is a giea er 

population to be benefited by the eastern side ?— Yes.



o272. A nd yet the population from tho point o f junction to Shepparton is equal. W here do you get 
the balance o f the population?— N orth  of the Broken River.

3273. N orth  of Shepparton ?— N orth  and east of Shepparton.
3274. B u t north of Shepparton does not m atter, because it cannot affect it w hether it comes by the 

east or the w est ?— I t  is about the  same.
3275. Then the population is not greater, that would be benefited by the eastern line, if  you strike 

out th a t north of Shepparton ; why should it be better for them to come down to the eastern than  to the 
western line ?— Because it is shorter.

3276. T hen the whole thing is because it is shorter by 2 f  miles ?— Yes.
3277. T hen  it is not because of a difference in population, but because it is shorter by 2 f miles, do I  

understand that ?— Yes.
3278. In  answer to the  Honorable the  Postm aster-G eneral, you said there are no difficulties whatever 

in constructing the eartern line ?— No.
3279. Y et I  understood you to say th a t it would be necessary to have an embankment or viaduct 

upon the part o f th a t line when there are floods occasionally ?— I  referred to the crossing of the western line 
over the Goulburn.

3280. Did not you say you had been upon the eastern line not the last winter, but the w inter before, 
when the flood was 10 feet deep ?— Yes, w here both lines cross.

3281. Do you mean to tell me th a t on the western side th a t embankments would be necessary upon 
the blue line ?— W here it crosses on the eastern side it will be necessary to embank it.

3282. J u s t  a t the crossing-place ?— Yes.
3283. A fte r it  crosses upon the eastern side, upon the blue line, it  still needs an embankment ?—  

I t  would.
3284. B u t would no em bankm ent be necessary upon the other line after it diverges from the blue 

line?— No, except at th a t crossing-place.
3285. A re  there  no creeks th a t flood but the  back-w ater of the Goulburn in w inter ?— V ery  little  ; 

they do not overflow th e ir banks ; they  are confined w ithin their channels.
3286. Then it  would not be correct to say th a t the  eastern line, as marked there, is often flooded ?—  

No, it would be incorrect.
3287. You spoke of getting  rid  of the w ater by draining— w hat w ater— is that upon the eastern 

line ?— T he surface w ater.
3288. A fte r a flood, is it not ?— No ; in times o f flood the surface is so flat the water remains upon 

it in crab-holes, perhaps six  inches deep. T h a t is not flood w ater ; that is merely surface w ater.
3289. N ot more than six inches ?— No. T h a t is, rain  w ater upon the surface.
3290. Y ou do not adm it th a t there is back-w ater from the G oulburn ?— No, I  do not adm it it a t all.
3291. B y  the H on. f¥ . W ilson.— You say you have a practical knowledge of the eastern route ?—

I  have.
3292. O f course you are aw are there are some ra ther dangerous creeks to cross ?— T here are.
3293. A re they  principally confined w ith in  banks ?— They are principally.
3294. A nd it  would involve no greater expense in bridging them  than from bank to bank ?— Precisely.
3295. No long-flooded flats ?— No. «
3296. In  answ er to a question put by the Honorable N . F itzgerald , you referred to the blue line

where it entered Shepparton, in speaking of the flooded flats ?— A bout there.
3297. So that, i f  it be an engineering difficulty, it is applicable to either line ?— I t  is common to both.
3298. Y ou have tha t map before you purporting to represent the selection th a t has taken place in 

that neighborhood ?— Yes.
3299. From  your knowledge of w hat has taken place, has there been any additional selection taken 

place lately in the neighborhood upon the red  line ?— V ery considerable.
3300. A nd is there  still land open to selection th a t would be benefited by the  red line as between

Murchison and Shepparton ?— T here  is.
3301. You see this detour th a t the blue line takes to go to T a tu ra?— I  do.
3302. W ould it benefit a larger num ber of selectors by going to T atu ra  than by the pink line following 

as it is drawn here, and having a station upon the pink line, and not at T a tu ra  ?— I  do not understand 
your question.

3303. I  will pu t it in th is way. W ould it oblige more selectors by taking the railw ay to T atu ra  
than if  you w ere to take the pink line, and open a station at this point here  ?— On the opposite side of the 
river ?

3304. On the opposite s id e ; because, in going to T atu ra  by the blue line, you m ust necessarily 
disoblige all on the eastern side o f the G oulburn, because they could not reach it  on account of the 
distance ?—J u s t  so.

3305. W ould the number of selectors towards Tongalla and Tim m ering and north, on whom you 
would confer a benefit, be greater than the number you would disoblige on the other line ?—I  think you 
would disoblige a g reater number.

3306. You would oblige more selectors upon the pink line by adopting it than you would oblige
upon the blue ?— Yes. , „

3307. Does the map now colored blue represent all the selections tha t have taken place up to date . 
—No; not nearly a l l ; those w hite spots have been filled up since this map was made.

3308. Could you form any estim ate of the cost of constructing the lines ?— No.
3309. B ut, from a general knowledge of the lie of the country, could you tell the House w hat line 

you th ink it would be cheapest to construct ?— I should say there was very little  difference in construction.
3310. W ould the bridging of the Goulburn twice be a difficult task ?— No.
3311. W ould it be a more expensive task to bridge the Goulburn twice than to bridge the creeks

on the eastern side ?— M uch more so; more than twice the expense.
3312. Then from an engineering point of view the Broken Creek, the Seven Cieeks, and the Castle 

Creek, and the creeks th a t run into the Goulburn, are not an engineering difficulty of any great moment ?
None w hatever— it is a very simple affair. e 1 . . .

3313. B y  the lio n . R . Simson.— You say the ground is very heavily timbered ; w hat does the
timber consist of?— No, the country is not very heavily timbered.

R a i l w a y s , °
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3314. A nother witness said it was— the land m arked white there— Molka ?— This land alon" the 
N orth-Eastern line is thickly timbered, and of a very indifferent quality. °

3315. And the other land further up is of better quality ?— Yes.
3316. A  different kind of tim ber ?— No, box and gum.
3317. W hat sort o f gum ?— W hite gum, and red gum in the swamps.
3318. H ave you frequently seen good agricultural land where white gum grows ?—No, it is not thei

best agricultural land.
3319. I t  is generally a light spewy soil?— Y e s ; there is not much w hite gum here, it is principally 

red gum and box.
3320. B y  the H on. H . Cuthhert.— Lately have there been many applicants to select land ? Yes a

great many at the present time.
3321. W ithin the last m onth ?— W ithin the last four weeks I  received over 300.
3322. You have received over 300 applications within the last four weeks ?—Y es, up to last Saturday.
3323. For land on which side of the river ?— Principally, in fact all, on the eastern side of the river.
3324. Will you point it out on the map ?—[ The ivilness d id  so.]
3325. Laud has been applied for ?—A ll the vacant space you see there.
3326. Is there any date upon tha t map, to show when it was prepared—I believe th a t was prepared 

by the Board of Land and W orks on the 1 Oth of Ju ly  ?— They could not even have the applications that I  
have at present in hand ; if  it were made yesterday they could not be pu t upon this place.

3327. I t  would be scarcely possible for them to put on the applications made a fortnight ago without 
consulting you ?— Those made two months ago do not appear upon it.

3328. A re we to understand tha t tha t map is correct as far as it goes, but tha t siuce it was prepared
more land has been selected than is shown there ?— Yes, I  should say by 120,000 acres.

3329. A nd that 120,000 acres is principally upon the eastern side of the railway ?—Yes, north and 
east of Shepparton.

3330. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— W ill you be kind enough to distinguish how much on the east 
and how much on the west ?— I  cannot tell you.

3331. Take the line again from Shepparton across the map, and tell us how much of that 120,000 
acres is between the N orth-E astern  railway and Shepparton ?— Only a small proportion.

3332. Then all the rest is up north ?— I t  is up north.
3333. W hich does not concern this line at all ?— I t  would be a feeder to this line.
3334. I f  it is a feeder, it would be no less a feeder if  the line be upon the west or upon the east?— 

I t  would be equally.
3335. Therefore it cannot affect our discussion. T here  is a very small quantity in the box 

forest ?— A  limited quantity.
3336. A  very limited quantity of the 120,000 acres applied for is between the North-Eastern line 

and the proposed railway ?— Yes.
3337. B y  the H on. W . Campbell.— W hat would it  cost to clear th a t box forest per acre?— About 

£3  an acre.
3338. A nd level country, is it not ?— Yes.
3339. How is it w atered ?— By those c reek s; the Honeysuckle Creek, Seven Creeks, and Muddy

Creek.
3340. A re there large distances between the creeks ?— No ; it is well watered country.
3341. I  thought that level country was generally destitute of w ater ?— The country th a t I  refer to 

is well watered, but the country north of Shepparton is not well watered.
3342. I t  is white gums ?— There are some white gums.
3343. How do the selectors there get w ater ?— They make w ater tanks and water holes.
3344. And sink wells ?— A nd sink wells.
3345. Have they to go a g reat depth for the w ater ?—They have.
3346. I t  is expensive to sink wells ?— I t  is. I t  is cheaper to collect the surface water.

T he w itness loithdretv.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 9 t h  A U G U S T , 1 8 7 7 .

M r. Benjamin Goddard examined.
3 3 4 7 . B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— You are well acquainted with the whole of the Goulburn 

Valley I  believe ?—P re tty  well acquainted with it.
3 3 4 8 .  You are prepared w ith some statistical evidence, I  believe, to give to the Committee ?—Yes.
3 3 4 9 .  Do you know both the east and west side of the Goulburn Valley ?— I  know the west side

better.
3 3 5 0 .  Do you not know the eastern side too ?—N ot so well as the western side.
3 3 5 1 .  You are more particularly posted up w ith  information on the western side?—Yes.
3 3 5 2 . Can you inform the Committee w hat population will be interested in either of these lines 

of railway ; perhaps as you know most on the western side, you will say how many people are settled upon 
the western side ?— I  think the population on the western side, taking the eastern arid central ridings of the 
W aranga shire, according to the rate roll, is 1 6 5 4  ; th a t was on the rate roll.

3 3 5 3 .  Could you tell me what space th a t occupied— w hat area th a t occupies upon the map ?— That 
occupies about------

3 3 5 4 . Does th a t correspond to the Mooroopna division ?— T hat includes the Mooroopna division and 
all the parishes running up to the brown patch to Stanhope estate, and on the west to Echuca s h i r e  boundary.

3 3 5 5 . Can you see the map from here ?— Yes.— [ The same ivas explained upon the map.~\
3 3 5 6 . Is  the population which you are alluding to now "within this line ?— W ithin th a t line it does 

not comprise the western riding of the W aranga shire.
3 3 5 7 . And how far down does it take ?—I t  takes in the whole of Rush worth.
3 3 5 8 . The whole of R ushw orth ?— Yes, the whole of Rushworth.



_ 3359. Does it go down to Avcnel ? - N o ,  it is on the western side of tl.o river ; Avcncl is on the J ,, B. oo.i.n,,, 
eastein. amumwi,

■, ,  ?,3 6 n  1 ,rnt t0 k " ° w 6xaclly " ,hcve 11,6 li,1,ils are  ' - - 1 th i" k it goe» to Baylston, up tl.o western WI,A'W*side of th e  Goulburn. J 1
v , • fhiV/ ; HUh. (Ioi()xs ifc I'nn ? I  do not know how far south it runs from Baylston and that
district, but 1 know it takes m Rushw orth and W hroo.

3362. And it docs not go outside the Rushw orth division ?— No, I  th ink not ; you into the 
western then. J R

3363. I low  many is the population w ithin tha t a re a ? —From  the rate roll I  th ink it is 1654.
3364. T h a t is selectors ; they are not all ratepayers ?— Ratepayers, according to the roll book of the 

W aranga shire.
3365 Is  the R ushw orth division within the W aranga shire ?—Yes.
3366. Bo you know w hat quantity  of property those ratepayers represent?— ! have not the return  

for this year, but in the year 1876 1 have procured them, and these two ridings represented £440 000 w orth 
of property. ’

3367. These two ridings ?— Yes, the two ridings.
3368. O f the same shire ?— Yes, of the same shire.
3369. lo u r  hundred and forty-four thousand pounds ?— Yes, as far as my memory serves me.
3370. I hope you are not speaking altogether from memory ?— No.
3371. You are giving information th a t we can rely upon, I  suppose?— Yes.
3372. Does tha t include the population of R ushw orth, which is more of a m ining character?— T hat

includes as far as the central riding goes. I  do not know where the division lines are.
3373. W ill (lie miners be ratepayers, as a rule ?— Yes.
3374. H ave you any statistics w ith reference to the produce which has been sent away from this 

area of country ?— F o r 1876 I  have ; I  have not collected them  this year.
3375. F or 1876 will be sufficient, Can you inform the  Committee of the nature and extent of that 

produce ?— Yes, I  took an account of all the grain  passing over the bridge a t M urchison from the w estern 
side for six  days.

3376. A t w hat time of the year did you take th a t ?— In  February  1876 ; during th a t time.
o37 i . Is  th a t a period of unusual------ ?— Y e s ; tha t is the time the grain  begins to pass over. D uring

that time there  passed over 405 loads of grain during those six days.
3378. W here was it going to ?— To A venel.
3379. A nd  does all the traffic from the W aranga shire go across the  river a t M urchison to go to 

Avenel ?— All the  eastern and w estern will find its way to A venel.
3380. B ut does all the w estern cross the river a t M urchison to get to A venel ?— Yes, except the 

extreme boundary a t the west of the W aranga shire, and of a portion of the E chuca shire, which finds its 
way to Rochester.

3381. In  those six  days there  were 405 loads?— Yes, taking 7147 bags.
3382. O f grain ?— O f grain ; this would continue for tw elve weeks.
3383. A t the  same ra te  ?— A t the same rate. I  am putting  it a t tw elve weeks, because I  take it at 

the very lowest estim ate.
3384. T hen tha t would amount to nearly 100,000 bags ?— 85,764 bags, or about 3,603,000 bushels.
3385. You are not stating over the m ark?— I  am confident I  am not.
3386. Therefore last year from the w estern side 85,000 bags crossed the  M urchison during the 

months of F ebruary  and of M arch?— No, tw elve weeks.
3387. In  th ree m onths?— In three m onths, February , M arch, and A pril. Then I  estimate the rest 

of the year a t one-third of th a t am ount.
3388. F o r the whole yea r?— Yes, for the whole year.
3389. W hat will th a t am ount to ?— A bout a total o f 485,000 bushels.
3390. W e had better go on w ith bags, as we w ere in the  first instance. T here were 85,000 bags in

twelve weeks ?— Yes.
3391. T ak ing  this ex tra  traffic, w hich you consider to be about one-third for the rest of the year ?—

Yes ; for the other nine m onths of the  year you would have at least one-third.
3392. T h a t w ould bring it  up to a little  over 100,000 bags ?— Yes.
3393. T he traffic across the  bridge from M urchison is about 2000 bags a week during the year ?— Yes.
3394. Is  there any other produce beside that ?— A ntim ony from W hroo passes over there occasional!}";

I  have not taken an account of any th ing  else bu t the  grain.
3395. Can you speak as to there  being any quantity  of produce besides grain ?— I  cannot speak of

any other.
3396. A re  the antimony mines worked by any num ber of population ?— N o ; there are, I  believe, 

mines at W hroo, but they have not been w orked to any extent, in consequence of the cost o f carriage.
3397. A nd  you think th a t the bulk of the produce of the W aranga shire, or the portions of it which 

you have indicated, would pass over the  M urchison bridge on their way to A venel ?— Passes over the M ur­
chison bridge. I  have returns given to me by M r. Anderson, the A ssistan t Traffic M anager, for six weeks, 
which show th a t A venel received in th e  six weeks 2600 to n s ; Longwood, on the eastern side, 54 to n s ;
Euroa, 419 to n s; Rochester, 3673 tons; and Echuca, 1900 tons.

3398. B u t R ochester w ill not affect it  ?— N o ; but Rochester derives a great deal o f this from the 
western portion of the W aranga shire.

3399. W e are not concerned in th a t a t present, I  th ink. N o doubt the w estern portion of the 
W aranga shire, even if  the  Shepparton line w-ere made, would go to R ochester ?— No, they would make 
T atura, because they would save so m uch in railw ay freightages.

3400. F rom  w hat distance would they make T atu ra  from the  w estern riding ?— They would come
from tw enty  to twenty-five miles.

3401. A nd would they do th a t in preference to going to Rochester ?— Decidedly.
3402. W hy?— Because they save so m uch freightage from Rochester, the  mileage is so much less.
3403*. Do you mean the m ileage from Rochester to M elbourne, or the mileage to Rochester ?— The

mileage from R ochester to M elbourne would be m uch g reater than  the  mileage from T atu ra  to Melbourne.



3404. B ut are y°u comparing the mileage upon the line to Rochester w ith the railw ay to Avenel ? you 
ivth Aiigust 1S77. say there would he so much more freightage to pay on the E chuca line, from Rochester than from Avenel ?

— I  am assuming that the railway would be made to either Shepparlon or T atu ra .
3405. B u t would there be a g reater distance from Rochester to M elbourne by the Echuca line than 

from T atu ra  by the new line and the N orth -E astern  ?— Yes, it  is only, I  th ink, 103 miles from T atura to 
Melbourne, and from Rochester, I  forget the distance.

3406. W ill you have the kindness to point it out, please ?— I  know it is 156 miles from Echuca, but 
I  do not know the distance from Rochester. I  th ink it is about 140 miles from Rochester to Melbourne.

3407. A nd w hat from T a tu ra ? — About 103 ; it is 90 miles from M urchison to Melbourne, and 13 
miles from M urchison to T atura.

3408. One hundred and three to T atu ra  as against 140 to Rochester ?— Yes.
3409. Then, how much of the country in the west riding of the W aranga Shire would be interested 

in this new line of railway ?— The new line of railway, assuming it went to T atura, would benefit those 
selectors resident 25 miles north and north-w est of T atu ra .

3410. B u t west ?— W est it would benefit them  nearly 20 miles ; they would come fully 20 miles, 
th a t is, presum ing the distance from T atu ra  to Rochester to be 35 miles, w hich it is nearly— no, 30 miles. 
I  do not know the  correct distance. I  was never at Rochester, bu t they would come at least 20 miles to 
T atu ra .

3411. Then, in fact, the larger part of the shire of W aranga would find a g reater convenience in 
delivering the ir produce a t T atura, than in delivering it at Rochester ?— Much greater.

3412. Owing to the circumstance of the freight being so much g reater on the Rochester line?— Yes. 
In  consequence of more freightage.

3413. W hat difference would th a t make in the proportion of population you have given us—now 
w hich 'is immediately interested in th is line on the east and south Riding of W aranga, is 1350 ?— The 
eastern and central riding, 1654, I  th ink  it is.

3414. W hat difference will there he in the population going still farther west into the west riding of 
W aranga— you say tha t the people living in the w est riding of W aranga Shire would come down 20 miles 
w ith the ir produce to T a tu ra  ra ther than take it to Rochester, which is not more than 10 or 12 miles ?— 
T he people in the w estern portion of the W aranga Shire would use the Mount A lexander line.

3415. I  understood you to say, they would not use the M ount A lexander line ?— N ot altogether.
3416. I  understand you read to the Committee tha t the population 20 miles west of T atura would 

ra ther deliver th e ir produce there than at Rochester, which is only 10 or 12 miles from them ?— Yes, they 
would ra ther come a greater distance to T a tu ra  than to Rochester.

3417. T hat is the case ?— Yes.
3418. I  w ant to know w hat difference th a t would make in the population, because tw enty miles from 

T atu ra  would make a very long stride into the "west rid ing ?— Yes.
3419. Do you know the distance across from Rochester to T atu ra  ?— I  do not know accurately.
3420. I t  is about th irty  miles ?— Yes, I  th ink it is.
3421. A nd the extrem e w estern boundary of the centre riding of W aranga is only about eleven or 

twelve miles from T atu ra  ?— They would come more from the north ; the greater portion of the settlement 
is north and north-w est of Tatura.

3422. T h a t is from land nearer to the G oulburn ?— N earer to the Goulburn, and between Tatura and 
Echuca.

3423. I  w ant to know, if you please, and am try ing to elicit it from you, w hat this further property 
will represent in population ?—I  could not say the population in the western ; I  have not made myself 
acquainted w ith the fact.

3424. Y ou see you are dealing now w ith an area which is entirely outside the central riding of 
W aranga, bu t you are not prepared to give any evidence as to the population likely to be affected by it 
there ?— I  am not prepared to give evidence as to the western portion of W aranga shire, because I  consider 
that is already supplied w ith a railw ay by the E chuca line.

3425. A s I  understand you, and as you have certainly informed the Committee, it  is only when they 
get w ithin about twelve miles of the Echuca line tha t they are likely to make use of tha t line. You tell me 
they prefer to go a longer distance to T atu ra  in order to avoid the ex tra  freightage from Rochester— is that 
the case ?— Yes.

3426. T here is a very large population then there, besides th a t is the central portion of the shire ?— 
Y es ; but I  cannot give the estimate of how much the population would be benefited there.

3427. B u t th is produce you mentioned as having passed the Murchison bridge in February and the 
following months last year "would come from the "whole of th a t area ?— I t  would come from a distance of 
th irty  miles below M urchison to reach Avenel.

3428. A lthough they m ight have got to Rochester in fifteen or so ?— A lthough they m ight have got 
to Rochester in tw enty or so, or less.

3429. T hen in fact, i f  the line were made to T atura, there would be a still larger amount of produce ? 
— M uch larger.

3430. M uch larger than you described as passing over the  M urchison Bridge ?— Yes.
3431. You do not know the country, you say, on the east side of the Goulburn R iver ?— I  have been 

down a good few times during the last five years— ten or a dozen times.
3432. You do not know it sufficiently to speak of it w ith confidence ?— N o ; bu t I  have seen the 

floods there upon one or two occasions.
3433. Can you state the population on the east side ?— I  can speak as far as relates to Murchison, or 

nearly opposite M urchison, to w ithin a few miles of Shepparton.
X X"_ 3434. A few miles south of Shepparton ?— Yes a  few miles south of Shepparton ; w here the map is
colored blue the population is very sparce there.

3435. H ow  much would be there ?— I  could not give you the  population, bu t I  know it was very
small.

3436. H ave you any information as to another way of m easuring the importance of the population,
th a t is the post office ; do you know anything o f the post office returns ?— Yes, I  have had charge of the
Post Office at M urchison for five years.



3437. H ave you ?— Ye?. ^  B
3438. Can you state the number of letters passing through the Murchison Post Office both wavs ?—  ^ u T linuc!hJv 

Not (luring the year. J August 1877.
3439. D uring the year 1876 ?— I  could not say during the year, but it is about 16,000 monthly, 

letters, papers, and packets.
3440. rl  hat is each way ?— Received and dispatched.
3441. About 16,000 letters monthly ?— Yes.
3442. A re there many people on the east side of the river who go to Murchison for their letters ?__

No, very few. I  despatch mails from the Murchison office to the Post Offices on the eastern side.
3443. M liich will be the principal Post Office to which the people on the eastern side go— where do 

they get the bulk of their letters ?— Shepparton.
3444. But so far as your knowledge goes there are not a great many from the eastern side who go to 

Murchison Post Office for their letters ?— No, I  dispatch mails to three offices on the eastern side.
3445. Would those mails despatched include some of the letters you have already stated go through 

the Murchison Post Office ?—V ery few.
3446. B ut the mails you send over to the eastern side are included in the dispatch of letters ?— Yes.
3447. Can you give the Committee any idea what those mails dispatched to the eastern side consist 

of in the year ?— P er month for the three offices, Moorilim, Arcadia, and Kialla, amount, at the outside to,
2,000 a month received and dispatched.

3448. T hat is 2,000 out of 60,000 ?— 16,000.
3449. T hat is one-eighth ?— Yes.
3450. Is the land on the west side good, bad, or indifferent ?— V ery good land in my opinion— very 

good land.
3451. As agricultural land ?— A s agricultural land.
3452. Do you know the land about Shepparton ?— N ot very well. I  have only been to Shepparton 

once or twice.
3453. The selectors generally in the central riding of W aranga, are they permanent settlers there ?—

I think they are permanent settlers, I  am sure they a r e ; in fact, they make good improvements and so forth.
3454. Generally they have made good improvements ?— They have.
3455. Is th a t an indication of their intention to remain ?— T hat is an indication of bond f id e  

settlement.
3456. How long have you lived in the Goulburn Valley ?— Five years.
3457. Have you ever experienced any flood there ?— I  have.
3458. Does the river overflow the banks much ?— Yes, on the low side very much.
3459. Which is the low side ?— M ostly on the eastern side.
3460. Does it overflow on the west side too ?— W herever there is a low bank ; but the low banks are

not so numerous on the west side.
3461. Does it  overflow any ex ten t of country in a flood ?— Yes.
3462. Can you give the Committee any idea of how much ?— Only in the immediate vicinity of

Murchison that I  have seen.
3463. For w hat distance from M urchison B ridge is the country flooded over the roadway ?— In  1872,

I think it was, I  brought the mails over in a boat for nearly a  fortnight daily.
3464. W hat distance had you to go in a boat ?— About ha lf a mile from the approaches to the bridge 

on the eastern side.
3465. W hat depth of w ater was there ?— T he deepest part about 9 feet.
3466. Was it generally deep along the road, or does it shallow gradually ?— I t  shallows away as you 

go further to the east.
3467. For w hat length of time was this ?— N early a fortnight.
3468. Do you recollect the m onth of the  year th a t was ?— I  th ink September ; I  will not be sure.
3469. The floods, I  believe, arose from the m elting of the snow on the ranges ?— W henever there is 

any rain and snow comes down a t the same time, th a t causes a g reat flood.
3470. W as the traffic stopped at M urchison B ridge by the floods ?— A t th a t time Cobb’s coach could 

not get over ; they stopped upon the eastern side.
3471. H ave you ever experienced that more than once?— T h a t is the only time. I  have seen the 

river rise very high, bu t not to the same extent. I  did not see the the flood of 1870, but I  believe it  was 
much larger.

3472. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert— Can you tell me w hat county is this land situated in ?— Rodney.
3473. Then from A venel till we get up to Shepparton the whole of that is in the county of Rodney ?

—From Avenel to Shepparton ?
3474. Yes ?— No, on the western side of the river is Rodney.
3475. From  Avenel, or from w hat point to w hat po in t?— From  a few miles above M urchison, the 

parish of Rodney commences on the western side of the river.
3476. U p to w hat point up to Shepparton ?— U p to about Baylston, I  think ; I  am not quite certain 

how far it extends.
3477. Do you know anything about the produce of th a t country ? Do you know the number of 

bushels of wheat produced in the county o f Rodney for the year 1877 ?— In  the county of Rodney ?
3478. Yes ?— I  do not know. I  have not seen the 1877 returns.
3479. W ould you be surprised to hear tha t there were 697,027 bushels of wheat ? No, I  would not

he surprised for Rodney.
3480. Would you, or would you not, be surprised to hear that ? No.
3481. Do you know w hether any oats were produced there or not ? Yes, theie  weie oats.
3482. How many bushels o f oats ?— I  do not know how many oats. I  ieferred to the A gi icultural 

Statistics for 1876, but I  do not know how many oats. ,
3433. In  answer to my friend you said, I  think, tha t all the produce th a t passed the bridge consisted

°f wheat. Now I  ask you- ?— G rain ; bags of grain.
3484. Then you could not tell how much wheat and how much oats were produced r— 1 thm k the 

hulk of it was wheat.



Mr. B. Goddard, 

29tli August 1S77.

3485. I  find there were 171,536 bushels of oats— is any barley produced there ?— Yes, there is barley 
produced there.

3486. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantity of barley produced in that county ?__
No, I  cannot.

3487. You have been called here to give evidence on behalf of the produce of the western side, but 
you can give no estimate for the county of Rodney ?—No, I  only take those portions interested.

3488. You stood upon the bridge one week, and counted the loads that passed over in the busiest 
portion of the sea ?— Yes.

3489. And from th a t you drew a deduction as to the quantity ?— Yes.
3490. W hy do you fix 12 weeks ?— I  know it goes on for 12 weeks fully and more.
3491. W hy. I  suppose most of the selectors were w hat is generally termed “ kard-up,” and were 

desirous of sending their wheat to market as fast as they possibly could— would not more wheat be sent to 
m arket in February than in any other month in the year ?— They could not get it away in a month.

3492. They would get it away as quickly as they could ?;—Yes, but they could not do it in a month; 
they could only get away a certain amount.

. 3493. Do not you th ink tha t the traffic would be greater in February than in any other month ?— 
I  th ink  not.

3494. W hat month would he busier ?— I  th ink M arch would be busier.
3495. Would M arch be busier ?— Yes, I  think so.
3496. In  your opinion M arch is the busiest month with the farmers ?—I  th ink so.
3497. W hat time is the harvest got in ?— Generally about the beginning of the year—January.
3498. Then a good deal is sent to m arket in the month of January  ?— V ery little.
3499. W hy not ?— They have to take it in, and get it threshed.
3500. T hat brings them into the commencement of February ?— Yes.
3501. Would not you think th a t during the very week you took the quantity of traffic that it was 

the busiest portion of tha t month, and that month the busiest portion of the year ?— I t  was not, I  think, the 
b u s ie s t; I  am sure n o t ; I  am sure this year a much larger quantity has crossed over.

3502. Do the selectors or the people of the county of Rodney produce anything besides wheat, oats,
and barley ?— I  do not know any other grain produced to any extent.

3503. Anything else— does not the ground yield anything else but wheat, oats, and barley—you 
seem to know all about this county, and you have come here as an expert to give us information ?—I  have 
not posted myself up.

3504. I  will refresh your memory— is any wine produced in the county of Rodney ?—I have not 
taken any account of wine ; I  know there are some vineyards between Murchison and Echuca.

3505. A re you aware that there is a quantity of 24,370 gallons of wine produced there every year? 
— I  know there are vineyards, but I  did not take any note of that.

3506. Is  that on the east or the west side ?— There are some on the east and some on the west side ; 
there is one at Tabilk and another near Echuca.

3507. B u t the greater portion of this would be produced from the eastern side ?—A t Tabilk there is 
a large vineyard.

3508. Have you taken into consideration the quantity of hay th a t is produced there ?—I  have not.
3509. N or allowed anything for tha t ?— No ; I  do not think there is any market for hay.
3510. Seventeen hundred and seventy-nine tons of hay— you have not taken that into consideration ? 

— No, I  merely took an account of the grain.
3511. Then you cannot give me the total quantity of w heat, oats, and barley produced there, either 

last year or the year before ?—I  have it, bu t I  have not the totals by me just now, and cannot speak from 
memory.

3512. I  merely put these questions to you, ju s t to show w hat your evidence is worth, as an expert 
called here. You say tha t on the whole of the W aranga shire on the western side of this line, there are some 
1654 ratepayers ?— Yes, for the two ridings, that is as supplied by the secretary of the Waranga shire.

3513. And those 1654 ratepayers hold 440,000 acres of land ?— No, no, that is the annual value of 
the rate roll.

3514. I  thought you answered the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen, by saying, I  put it down this way.
They represent 440,000 acres of land ?— No, that is the annual valuation.

3515. No. I  put the question twice, because I  did not understand it ?— I t  is the valuation.
3516. Did you say acres, or not ?— I  say it  is the valuation.
3517. T he valuation of what ?— O f the property.
3518. The valuation of the property held by the 1654 ratepayers is £440,000 ? Tes, the annua

value.
3519. How many acres do the 1654 people represent ?— I  have not the amount by me, just now, so 

tha t I  cannot speak from memory for certain.
3520. You cannot tell me the number of acres ?— No.
3521. Some of the ratepayers have very large holdings on the western side ? Some of them, yes.
3522. Can you tell me the largest quantity of land held by any one of the ratepayers ? The laiges 

quantity  is th a t held by Mr. W inter.
3523. Mr. Jam es W inter ?— M r. Jam es W inter.
3524. How many thousand acres does he hold ?— 25,000 acres, I  believe.
3525. Is  th a t all ?— So I  hear. . ... ?
3526. Only 25,000 acres, is there any other tha t comes nearly up to M r. Jam es W mtei m quan i ) 

— I  think not.
3527. Out of the 1654 ?— No.
3528. W ho approaches near to him ?— No one, anywhere ; all the rest are selectors. ^
3529. Do you mean to tell me th a t there is no gentleman up there, except Mr. W mtei, la o ■ 

much as a 1000 acres of land ?— I  dare say there are some families that hold over a 1000 acres o an ,
I  do not know, and could not state who they are.

3530. On an average they hold 320 acres of land ?— Yes, or more.
3531. A ll w ith the exception of Mr. Jam es W inter ?— Yes.



3532. A re  you connected w ith the Railway League for the W estern line?— Yes. Mr.b.Goddard,
3533. W hat distinguished position do you occupy in connection w ith the League ?— I am secretary to 29tiiAugZu3U877 

the League for the last four years.
3534. A nd postm aster ?— A nd postmaster.
3635. A re you still postm aster ?— Yes.
3536. A t M urchison ?—A t M urchison.
3537. Now as postm aster a t Murchison, you have given this Committee as, no doubt you were bound 

to do, information respecting the post office. You state the quantity of letters received have been 16,000 per 
mont,h ?— Yes, tha t is the quantity , I  think.

3538. T h a t is between the le tters received and dispatched ?— Yes.
3539. A nd newspapers ?— Yes ; letters, papers, and packets.
3540. O ut of th a t num ber you have dispatched some 6000 per m onth to three post offices tha t you 

named ?— 2000.,
3541. S ix thousand ?— 2000.
3542. S ix  thousand to the three I  thought you said, 2000 a m onth to each ?— No, 2000.
-3543. Do you mean to  say to the three post offices you only have sent 2000 a month ?— Yes ;

received and dispatched 2000.
3544. Would you te ll mo the names of the post offices— the first one Moorilim ?— Moorilim or Muddy

Creek. _
3545. Then when was th a t post office estabished ?— A bout five years ago, I  think.
3546. The n ex t one A rcadia, when was th a t established ?— I  th ink th a t has been established about

three years.
3547. W hat was th e  name of the last ?— K ialla W est.
3548. W hen was th a t established ?— I  do not know how long ago.'
3549. A short tim e ?— No ; nearly  two years, I  think.
3550. In  consequence of the selection tha t was setting in on the eastern side, those three post offices 

had to be opened in the last th ree years to m eet the requirem ents of the people?— T hey have been opened 
within the last five years. I  th ink  the M uddy Creek one was opened before.

3551. The num ber of letters then dispatched to the east side is daily increasing, is it no t?— I t  is 
increasing but a little, except to Shepparton. I  believe it has increased there  very much.

3552. A s I  understand your evidence, your duty is confined to your post office and to M urchison, and 
you know very little beyond th a t certainly connected w ith  the eastern side, you know very little  about it ?—
I  know very little  of the  eastern side.

3553. Y ou have spoken of some flood in 1872?— Yes.
3554. Do you remember a g rea t flood, or do you know anything of a great flood w hich took place in

1870—that was considered the greatest flood ?— Only from hearsay. _
3555. In  1872 you say there  was a flood, and you had to bring over the mails in boats ?— le s .
3556. I  did not exactly follow you at th a t time, will you te ll me again about th a t ; you had to travel

over a distance of nearly h a lf a mile in a boat ?— Yes. . .
3557. And in the deepest part the flood rose about nine fee t?— Yes, about nine feet upon the mam

road ; there is a very bad place there.
3558. Lessening down to nothing ?— Yes.
3559. Two and th ree feet deep in a great portion ?— Yes.
3560- Now along the sides of the Goulburn, are there  not large flats, both upon the east and west

sides of the river ?— Yes. . ^
3561. Taking the inner bank on the eastern side, is  it  not on a uniform level w ith the bank on the

west side ?—No. , _ ,, , . ,  ,,
i 3562. I  do not mean the low lying land ; understand w hat I  mean. On the w estern side there is a

bank, say th irty  feet high, on the eastern side there  is a flat stretch ing  out, say in some places, half-a-mile,
then the bank rises up ?— Yes. '  . . , , , . ,

3563. Now I  ask if  the  bank upon the eastern side, w here the railw ay is intended to be run, is not
upon a level w ith the em bankm ent upon th e  west ?— I t  is not ; only in places.

3564. In  places it is ?— In places it  is. ,
3565. In  other places it is not ?— In  other places it is n o t ; bu t the lowest portion is on the eastern,

until you arrive w ithin a few miles of Shepparton. 1 , . . , y -rr
3566. B y  the R o n . N . F itzgera ld .— This county of Rodney is very extensive, is it  not ?— Vei}

3567. Do you know the boundary of the county ?— I  do not know.
■ '3568. Does it run to the Murray River ?—It runs to the Murray River, and to Echuca, and to

^ ' ’I 'o e g .  Then the large agricultural district in Corop and Rochester, and round there, are all in
Rodney ?— Yes.

3570. R ight up to Echuca ?— R igh t up to Echuca.
■' 3571. How far down ?— To R unn ym ed e.

3572. In  fact, it  is bordered by Dalhousie ?— Bordered by Dalhousie.

'b X h T w . X t l t r  t S  r r a ‘e°rsSde y »  to say that a large property in that 
neighborhood belonged to Mr. Jam es W inter ? Y es. , T i p ■

3 5 7 6 * r h h h L l t ' p m l d i w i e d ' a r n o n g  three brothers, or is it in the possession
of one ?—I think the property I allude to is m the possession of one ^ . ,  , ,. s0

S I ' increase' ia the =ettlemCDt °° thC eaSte™
SMe l a s 7 theraTeen1' a ly T c r a a ^ s e t t le m e n t  upon the western side lately ? -Y es  ; all the
available hmd few the last five j e L  has been taken up to «ie north and north-west o f Tatuia.

3580. Since you w ent th ere? — Y es ; since I  w ent there.



Mr. Angus Boss, 
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3581. In  fact the land is taken up ?— Yes ; four years ago. I  could travel from Murchison to
Echuca, or w ithin twelve miles of Echuca, without touching a fence, which is 52 miles, and now it is all
fenced.

3582. How far do you reside from Murchison ?— I  have a selection about 31 miles from Murchison.
3583. A re there any intervening selections between you and it ?— I t  is all selected.
3584. A nd w hat do they cultivate ?— Wheat, oats, and barley.
3585. W hat do they do w ith their produce ?— They have to find their way to Avenel and to 

Rochester. Those are the two stations that get the most of that produce.
3586. Do some of them go to Rochester from the place you spoke of between you and Murchison_?_

A bout my selection they go to Rochester.
3587. Is  it your opinion that, if you had this railway there would be a greater increase of grain and 

produce sent by th a t railway above what now comes to Avenel ?— I  am sure that if there was a railway to 
T a tu ra  and Mooroopna there would be a very great increase. There is not a th ird  of the land under 
cultivation.

3588. The Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral called your attention to the large quantity of produce 
crossing the bridge besides w hat you mentioned—wine, hay, barley, and so on ; a good deal of that increase 
you th ink  would come by this railw ay if  it were constructed?—Certainly ; much more would be grown, the 
cost of transit makes them unable to produce it.

3589. Do you know anything about the condition of the western line as far as ballast is concerned ?
— Yes.

3590. Is  ballast to be got on the western line ?— About two miles and a ha lf or three miles south of 
M urchison.

3591. W hat sort of ballast ?— There is very good stone there tha t they use for the foundations of 
buildings at Murchison, and it is very good stone ; and there is any quantity  of gravel between Murchison 
and Moorilim.

3592. W hat kind of gravel ?— Interm ixed w ith quartz.
3593. From  its appearance do you think it would form a good ballast ?— I  think it would.
3594. Is  it river washed ?—No, it is a sort of gravel tha t is in the gravelly ranges about two and a 

h a lf  miles south of M urchison.
3595. You spoke of portions of flats being upon the western side as well as upon the eastern ?—Yes.
3596. Have you ever seen floods north of Murchison upon the western side th a t would interfere with 

the line?— No, not in one place anywhere.
3597. You cannot speak of the eastern line you rse lf?—No.

The witness w ithdrew .

Mr. Angus Ross examined.
3598. B y  the lio n . S ir  C. S laden.— You are a carrier, I  believe?— Yes.
3599. A nd you have been in the habit of carrying in connection w ith  the railways, I  believe?

— Yes.
3600. For some years ?— F or ten years.
3601. Therefore th a t has given you a pretty  good experience of the country in the neighborhood of 

the Goulburn ?— Yes.
3602. W hat has been the principal scene of your business ?— From  Lancefield Road first to Rush-

worth ; then from School-house Lane, upon the N orth-Eastern line, when it was opened to Rushworth and
the adjoining district. T h a t was the first station opened on the N orth-Eastern line.

3603. B ut more particularly w ith reference to this country, which is supposed to be interested more
or less in the line of railway projected from Shepparton to Avenel ?— Only w ith in  the last five years has
that part of the country been of any consequence for carriers.

3604. I t  has been settled w ithin the last five years ?— I  should say four-fifths have been settled 
w ithin the last five years.

3605. W hat is the population generally— w hat is the industry particularly  in which they are
employed ?— W hen I  was going there first it  was mostly all gold mining. There were no down goods ;
but for the last five years it has been mostly all farming.

3606. W hat do you call “ down goods” ?— To M elbourne from up country down. I  have put it the
wrong way. I  always call it down ; it is really up.

3607. Exactly . I  th ink  the Governm ent way of talking o f traffic is, I  believe it is all up to 
Melbourne and down from the country ?— Yes.

3608. W hat you call down is towards Melbourne ?— Yes, so as not to have any misunderstanding, let 
us call it inward goods from M elbourne, and outward going down to M elbourne.

3609. Then which do you call outwards ?— I  call outwards what goes out of the district towards 
Melbourne.

3610. D uring the last five years w hat has been the principal area w ithin which you have transacted 
your business, and w hat has been the nature of your business ?— For the last three years and a half I  have 
been going entirely to Avenel.

3611. From  whence ?— From R ushw orth, W hroo, T atura, and M urchison— those are the places.
3612. Is  T atu ra  the extrem e point ?— T he extrem e point.
3613. A nd have you been engaged during the whole of tha t time in that country Yes.
3614. Is  your business a very extensive one ?— I t  is very extensive for the district. I  employ 

horses and 30 bullocks. . ,
3615. How many drays or wagons have you generally upon the road ?—I  have generally six an 

very often seven, and four constantly.
3616. Is  tha t p re tty  constant through the year ?—A ll through the year.
3617. W ill you inform the Committee w hat has been the nature of your loading generally, and tne

nature and quantity  of your loading from T a tu ra  during the year ?— Inwards, all storekeepeis goo s, s ores
and groceries, and drapery. .

3618. O f all kinds ?— O f all kinds, and outwards grain and dairy produce, and tallow and skins.



3619. T h at would be inwards ?— No, outwards going to Melbourne.
3620. Outwards going to M elbourne ?— Yes.
3621. Can you inform the Committee of the quantity of loading th a t you take in the course of the 

year, say begin w ith grain i f  you please ?— I  have not kept the quantity of loading separate, but I  have the 
gross.

3622. Then th a t is in tonnage, is it ?— In  tonnage.
> 3623. W hat is the gross tonnage during the year which you have taken from T a tu ra  to Avenel ?*-

From these three places, Tatura, Rushworth, and M urchison, has been over 1600 tons.
3624. T h a t is all outward goods ?— All outward goods going to M elbourne.
3625. Do you take much g ra in?— Yes, I  take a great quantity  of g ra in ; I  have been taking grain 

all the season up till this week; w heat that I  buy, also w hat I  carry for the storekeepers.
3626. A s a rule, do the farmers send their grain down by carriers, or do they generally take it  them ­

selves ?— They take it themselves generally.
3627. From  any part of this country ?— T he farmers take nearly all their own all the season, this is 

wheat that I  buy and carry it for storekeepers.
3628. Does this 1600 tons include every description of loading ?—E very  description of loading.
3629. A nd that consists of skins ?— Skins, tallow, wool, and grain.
3630. M uch tallow ?— I t  is only the butchers’ tallow.
3631. G rain?— G rain is the principal part.
3632. A nd how much tonnage do you take inwards ?— F or the last twelve months it was 1530 tons.
3633. T h at is ra ther over 3000 tons in and out during the yeai ?— Yes.
3634. Is  th a t for 1876 P— T h at is the past year.
3635. Ending last December ?— Yes.
3636. W hich way does the traffic go from T atu ra  to Avenel ?— I t  goes through M urchison.
3637. The whole of i t? — T he whole of it.
3638. A nd th a t from Rushw orth I  suppose ?— From  R ushw orth goes through M urchison too.
3639. T hat makes a long way round, does not i t ? — Y es; but I  have to divide the teams and 

separate them at M urchison, they do not all travel together.
3640. Is there  no road on the west side th a t leads towards Avenel ?— N ot except crossing a t M ur­

chison ; there is no other bridge.
3641. H ave you been in the habit of carrying for any p a rt of the east side of the G oulburn?— I

have; about four years ago I  was going to Shepparton.
3642. I  suppose four years ago the country was not so well occupied as it is now?— N o ; I  tried to 

establish a trade, bu t there  was not enough goods to keep a team going a t tha t time.
3643. B ut there  is a great deal more population now than there was th en ?— Yes.
3644. W hat is the nature of the road from M urchison to A venel ?— From  M urchison to A venel in 

summer time, it is from about the middle of December till the latter end of A pril, when the farmers traffic 
is on, it is about from four to six inches of dust. I  have often travelled and driven when I  could not 
actually see the horses for chains and chains together, when I  was sitting on the waggon.

3645. I t  is a dry country then ?— V ery dry.
3646. W hat are the portions of the year when the G oulburn gets out over its banks ?— I  have not 

seen many of the floods ; the whole tim e th a t I  have been travelling this road for this four years, I  think 
it was only one season th a t it  was flooded.

3647. Do you ever take, or have you been in the habit of taking, loading from Murchison to either 
Euroa or Longwood ?— I  have only gone once to Longwood.

3648. W hy do you prefer to go to Avenel to going to Longwood ?— T he principal reason is, th a t in 
the wheat season, i f  they w ant to sell w heat a t Avenel, there are always buyers there. I t  is a place of 
more importance, and it  is a saving of railw ay charges, both ways.

3649. Is  not most of the w heat you take consigned r— Ho, the principal part o f it is my own, I  buy it.
3650. Then you take it to Avenel to save carriage ?— To save railway carriage, and to save railw ay 

carriage upon the goods coming from Melbourne.
3651. W hat is the  nature of the country, do you know it, between Murchison and Longwood ?— Yes, 

I  have been only, I  think, th ree times across th a t country.  ̂ 1
3652. Did you find it a good road then ?— I t  was good at the time I  went, because it was ju s t the

best time of the year, it  was in the  summer time.
3653. There is not much traffic upon it then ?— No, very little traffic.
3654. I t  would not be practicable in the w inter, I  suppose ?—I  believe it is a g reat deal better now 

than it could have been a t that time, bu t I  cannot speak of it.
3655. You have gone from M urchison to Avenel, crossing the river a t M urchison— you know some­

thing of the population settled in the valley of the Goulburn on the east side ?— I  know them pretty  well 
south of the Murchison Bridge, but I  know very little of the north from M urchison Bridge. I  know all the
population between th a t and Avenel. . _T . .

3656. B u t between M urchison Bridge and about half-way between M urchison and Nagambie—
I do not know w hat the name of the place is ?— W ahring. #

3657. Between M urchison B ridge and W ahring is there any settlem ent -— I t  is all settled.
3658. Is there a dense population ?— T he selections there are all about 320 acres ; the most ot

that was selected, I  th ink, in 1865. A  g o o d  m a n y  of them are 640 acres.
3659. Is  not there a good deal of land there which has been purchased, independently of selection .

—Yes, near Murchison. ,  , . i ___
3660. Between M urchison and W ahring ?— Between Murchison in the parish of Dargalong.
3661. Is  th a t thickly inhabited ?— Yes, it is all occupied. ^
3662. Do you know a t all w hat the number of the population is in the Centre and the South idinBs

of Waranga?— The E ast and the Central R id ings? . . T W
3663. The E ast and the Central Riding, is it— I mean the riding in which T atu ia  is .

aSteri3664™fs the population thick there ?-T hat is the most thickly populated part of the whole Goul- 
burn valley.

3665. Is  tha t rich  country ?— Yes.

Railways. r



Mr.AngusKosa, 3666. Is  th a t a settled population th e re?— Yes, it is all settled now.
29th<Aasu*tfis77. 3667. A re  the farms there all well im proved?—-Yes.

3668. T hey are in cultivation ?— T hey  are all m aking very perm anent improvements.
3669. Could you estim ate a t all w hat population there would he in th a t riding ?— I  have not prepared 

an estimate, I  have only taken the most of the  selections there about— the selections average about 250 acres.
3670. Do you know anything of the country fu rther west, between there and the Echuca line* of 

ra ilw ay?— Yes.
3671. H ave you been in the habit o f doing business w ith the Echuca line of railway and that neigh­

borhood ?— I  have not been to Echuca ; I  have been to Rochester. b
3672. Y ou are in the hab it of sending a great deal o f goods ?— W hen I  buy wheat close to there I  

send it  there  in preference to taking it to Avenel." W hen I  buy it w ithin ten or fifteen miles of Rochester 
I  send it  there.

3673. I  w an t to ask you in reference to the distance. I  believe Rochester from T atn ra  is about__
how  m any miles ?— I  could not be positive, but I  think between th irty  and th irty-five miles.

3674. A re you aw are of the difference in distance between T atu ra  and M elbourne, and Rochester and 
M elbourne, taking the line of railw ay ?— I  think there is something between forty and fifty miles difference.

3675. T hen  I  believe you are well acquainted w ith this kind of trade carrying to and from the rail­
ways ; w hat distance do you suppose settlers between T a tu ra  and R ochester would come w ith  their produce 
in preference to tak ing  it to R ochester ?— Suppose tha t there  was thirty-five miles, they would come to 
T a tu ra  a t least tw enty  miles in preference to going the other way, th a t is, they would come from twenty to 
tw enty-tw o miles north of T a tu ra  in preference to going to R ochester.

3676. T hey would ra th er go tw enty-tw o miles to T a tu ra  than go fifteen miles to R ochester?—Yes.
3677. Is  the  population to the w est of the  west boundary o f the  east rid ing of Waranga pretty 

thick ?— Yes, all the  eastern riding, I  do not believe any man could possibly find a 100 acres in the whole 
riding north  of M urchison unselected.

3678. I  mean to th e  w est o f the rid ing north of M urchison?— The whole- line from Murchison to 
T a tu ra  is all occupied, except a m argin along the R iver G oulburn, w hich.is flooded in winter.

3679. A nd  it is all occupied from T a tu ra  to Rochester ?— I t  is all occupied from the geodetic line 
about ten miles from M urchison ; there is a geodetic line across there, and all to the no rth  of th a t line is settled.

3680. Is  there  as much population to the north  and w est o f the  east riding of Waranga, as there is 
in th e  east rid ing  ?— I  should say there would be a t least th ree times the population to the north of Tatura, 
to the  east from this geodetic l in e ; a t any rate this geodetic line is four miles south of Tatura.

3681. E ast and Avest is th a t ?— I t  is an east and w est geo.detic.
3682. W hat I  xvant to find out is— I  Avant to know, this being the east rid ing— [ explaining upon the 

m a p ~\— how much population is there likely to be th a t Avould take advantage of a station at Tatura, suppos­
ing this raihway Avere made in preference to going to Rochester, hoAv m uch population to the west and north­
w est o f the east rid ing ?— I  should say going nearly due west th a t would take tw enty miles at least, and 
going due north , th a t would take a t least twenty-five miles. W hat I Avisk to convey to the Committee is, if 
a  stra igh t line w ere draw n across the  map from T atu ra  to Echuca, the farm ers living between that line and 
the G oulburn would come for a distance of twenty-five miles to T a tu ra , ra th e r than  go to Echuca or Rochester.

3683. B u t I  Avant to know, can you give the Committee any idea of Avhat the population would be 
independently of th is east riding. W e are told by the last Avitness th a t the  population in this riding, the 
east riding, and in the riding in Avhich R ushw orth  is, consists of 1650 ratepayers. N ow  hoAv much more 
population would there  be outside of th a t area which would be likely to take advantage of T a tu ra?—I f  there 
was a railw ay to T a tu ra  i t  w ould go beyond the boundary of the W aranga shire, fully eight or nine miles 
into the Echuca shire, the population of w hich w ould come to T atu ra .

3684. Can you give an idea o f Avhat the population would be ?— I  have no idea.
3685. W ould it be a considerable population ; a large population as to numbers ?—I  know the 

country well and th e  settlem ent, though I  have not prepared an estim ate, and I  should say upon an average 
th e re  would be six  inhabitants on each 320 acres upon the whole of tha t country.

3686. W ould there be a  population of 500 outside of the  east riding tha t Avould take advantage of 
T a tu ra ? — I  should say 700 or 800 a t any rate.

3687. A re  you speaking now merely of the head of each family, or of the total population, men, 
women, and children ?— T he population ; each ratepayer employs, some of them  two or three and as many 
as five men.

3688. You are speaking o f the  ratepayers and those employed by ratepayers ?— Yes, I  think so, in 
speaking of the population.

3689. Y ou think there is a population of at leas t.700 or 800 who Avould take advantage of Tatura, 
independently of the east riding ?— I  think that is a long Avay under the m ark, but I  could not give any­
thing positive upon that.

3690. I f  a railw ay w ere formed from  M urchison, passing through T atu ra  and upon the west side 
o f the G oulburn Valley, would it assist your business a t all ?— I t  would ju s t  sm other my business entirely.

3691. D rive you out ?— Yes.
3692. T hen  in fact, you are not in  favor of th is line being made ?— Studying my own interest, I  would 

be in favor of neither ; for I  am doing very  well as I am, if  you leave me alone.
3693. Do you know anyth ing  o f the m erits o f the proposed raihvay line on either side of the valley . 

— I  know the  nature o f the ground, bu t I  cannot speak . only from the map of the  eastern side. I have 
travelled it, bu t the  country looked so bad, it  did not su it my purpose, and I  did no t take much notice of i t ; 
th a t is ju s t  it.

3694. Y ou know  pretty  well the w estern side of the G oulburn V alley ?— Yes, I  am very well 
acquainted w ith  it.

3695. I  w ant to know  how the population on the west side Avould be benefited by a line going on 
the east side o f the G oulburn R iver to A venel?— T hey could only get a very small benefit indeed, just a 
few people about M urchison and Mooroopna ; for the principal traffic Avould ju s t begin AArh e n  you go inlan 
from the river about ten miles, it is then tha t the traffic begins.

3696. Y ou think that the population on the Avest side, in fact, would be injured by the line going on 
the east side ?— I  do not mean to say that they Avould be injured, but they would not derive a twentiet 
p a rt o f the benefit that they  w ould i f  it  w ent by T atura .



3697. Supposing the line were on the east side, what part of the line would they be able to make, say m,. Angaa ^  
in the east and central ridings of W aranga? They would only be able to make Murchison and Shepparton. 29thAWnu€t*i877

3698. Is  there any difficulty of access to either the one or the other ?— The river is the °rea t barrier  ̂  *'us 
and from w hat I  can make out from the low-lying country on the east side, they could not make a road from
the river to the station, w herever they made it, even if they bridged the river.

3699. T hat is at M urchison ?— No. Supposing they made a central station between Murchison and 
Shepparton, and to bridge the  river, there would be a very difficult job to make a road to get to the station.

3700. I  suppose it would involve the traffic meeting the line either at Shepparton or Murchison, 
would it no t?— Yes, i t  would be bound to do that.

3701-2. Is  there a difficulty in crossing the river a t e ither or both of those places?— N either of 
them is very good—M urchison is decidedly the  worst.

3703. Is  there any difficulty there ?— T he only difficulty is in time of flood ; it  is very sood any 
other time.

3704. A nd th a t is only for a  short distance ?— T h at is only for a short distance, for a short time.
3705. You have p retty  good experience of roads, and you can of course discriminate between a good 

road and a passable road and a bad one ?— Yes ; I  have often had to make them.
3706. W ould there  be any difficulty in overcoming this little difficulty— you allude to this bad b it of 

road from M urchison to the  point where the railway would come—I  believe it is proposed upon the map 
that the railway should come w ithin  three-quarters o f a mile of the M urchison Bridge ?— T hat is where the 
bad place is.

3707. I t  would not be for three-quarters of a mile, would it ?— A ll that.
3708. Is  there  any difficulty in making it ?— I  have had on several occasions, w hen I  was loading

flour back, to go back empty. I  could not drive along it  for fear of getting the flour damaged. I  have
had it in the wagon up to the shelving, when I  had tim ber in.

3709. Is  th a t for any tim e in the year?— I only experienced it once.
3710. A t what time of the year was tha t ?— I  think it m ust have been in September ; I  could not 

be positive.
3711. P ractically  you do not th ink  there  is any g rea t difficulty ?—I t  is only a m atter of expense.
3712. B y  the H on . I I .  Cuthbert.— On the question of expense, I  suppose about £900  would make a 

pretty fair road from M urchison to the station?— I am not an engineer ; but from w hat experience I  have 
got in road m aking, and the quantity  of w ater and the strength of current th a t passes by this place—(I  have 
myself been washed off my feet in it  w here it was only about three feet deep)— the current is so strong tha t 
it. would require to be built entirely upon piles for the principal part of this ; it would not do to embank it.

3713. A re you aw are th a t the council called for tenders, and that the contractor was w illing to make 
a good passable road along there for £900  ?— H e m ight m ake a passable road, but he would not make it  safe 
for passengers to cross it in a flood like this, and this was only a small flood. H e could not do it  for £900, 
and I  think not for £3000.

3714. Could not he make a viaduct there— put in piles, and make a plank road ?— T h at would be 
the only way to make it safe.

3715. T h a t would be a safe and easy way of doing it ?— T hat is the only way to do it.
-■ 3716. W hether the line runs on the east or on the w est side, m ust not the road be made good ?— I  

believe so ; bu t it is not so im portant.
3717. H ow  ?— T here  would not be near the amount of traffic crossing the bridge if  there was a 

station on the M urchison side.
3718. T h a t is on the eastern side ?— No ; if  the  station was on the  western side there would not be 

near the amount of traffic coming tow ards the w est, as would have to go from the w est towards the east.
3719. T he traffic would be greater then from east to the west ?— Yes.
3720. Is  not the  traffic from the eastern side increasing very m uch ?— I  believe so.
3721. W hether the  traffic is m uch or little  upon the eastern side, or w hether it is greater than  on the 

western side, the  road would have to be made w hether the  line ran upon the w est or upon the east ?— I t  
would have to be made ; the  only difference is th a t it is not of so much importance.

3722. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— You have been carrying for some time you say ?— Yes.
3723. W hat do you pay the railw ay departm ent ?— T he last 12 months I  paid them  for inw ard 

goods, tha t is from M elbourne, £2037, and I  suppose h a lf of th a t amount for the goods going the other way 
—something over £3000.

3724. Do you do the  chief carrying trade in th a t district ?— There are eight carriers beside me.
, 3725. E ig h t more ?— E ig h t more coming across the M urchison Bridge ; th a t is into W aranga shire.

3726. Coming, th a t is to say, from T atu ra  and th a t d istrict ?— From  Mooroopna. I  do not go 
within 10 miles of the river. I  go inwards.

3727. B u t they cross M urchison B ridge ?— Yes, they cross M urchison B ridge ; and there is another 
carrier coming from Seymour sometimes to Whroo and sometimes to Rushw orth.

3728. A re there any carriers on the eastern side?— There is no regular carrier on th a t side.
3729. N ot much traffic comes down the eastern side ?—No, there was about twelve or eighteen months 

ago ; a carrier used to go regularly to Shepparton, from Shepparton to Avenel, but he has not been on it 
lately. They have been getting goods from some of the other stations lately, for the last twelve months 
at any rate.

3730. Y ou know o f no regular carriers on the eastern side to A venel now?— No.
3731. W ould there be to  Longwood or Euroa ?— I  do not know ; but they m ight go either there or 

Euroa or V iolet Tow n.
3732. T hen the railw ay returns would probably show w hat amount of traffic comes from that s i d e -

They are bound to. ' . , '
3733 H as there been an increase in the traffic from M urchison to Avenel since you have been upon 

the road ?— F our years ago, when I  first started coming across Murchison Bridge, I  could take all the traffic 
for Murchison, Shepparton, and Mooroopna w ith th ree wagons— all th is country th a t occupies now eight
wagons besides my six. . . . 0

3734. T hree years ago ?— Yes ; and I  was taking the principal part th a t was going to Shepparton.
This m ust be four years ago.



Mr. Angus Ross, 3735. Then the construction of this blue line would very much interfere w ith vour traffic vnn lmvo
told us ?— Certainly it would entirely ruin my business. J e

3736. Would it benefit the d istrict in point of giving ex tra  facilities for carriage?—I t  would be 
the making of the district. °

3737.^W ould more come down the blue line than now goes to Avenel, if  the blue line were con­
structed ?— Yes, a great deal ; because a great deal of grain would come to the blue line that o-0es at the 
present time to Echuca and Rochester ; and there would be a great increase, at least a fourth more °rain 
grown for the nex t th ree years if  the people had railway facilities.

3738. Suppose the pink line were made instead of the blue line, can you give any idea of the relative 
facilities afforded to people— the people on the west would of course suffer if the pink line be constructed 
compared to w hat they would if  the blue were made ; but would the number of people on the east be 
benefited to a greater ex ten t?— I  do not think so. I  look upon it' in this light— it is not the line of railway, 
it is the stations I  look to upon the line. Supposing there is a station at Murchison and one at Shepparton’ 
under any circumstances those living south of Shepparton five miles would go to Shepparton, it did not 
m atter how many stations are south of tha t point, and those tha t live w ithin five or six miles of the North- 
Eastern line would go to stations upon the N orth-E astern  line.

3739. W hat distance do you estimate the  average distance from the pink line to the N orth-Eastern 
line ?— I  have measured the map. I  believe it  is 16 miles at Murchison, and I  th ink  it is 25 at Shep­
parton ; 25 and 16 are 41— the average would be about 20 miles.

3740. A bout 20 miles would be the average distance between the present N orth-Eastern line and 
the proposed pink line ?— Yes.

3741. The benefit then would be divided to a larger ex ten t between people already benefited— that 
is, people on the pink line ?— Yes.

3742. Can you give us the mean distance between the proposed line and the Echuca line?— As near 
as possible 18 miles. I t  is 40 miles exactly from T atu ra  ; and I  do not know exactly the distance to 
R ochestej, but I  think something like 35 miles ; 35 and 40 are 75 miles— half that, 18 miles.

3743. I t  is nearly double the distance as between the two lines on the eastern side?—Yes.
3744. Do you know the population of the western side well ?— Yes. ' .
3745. A nd th a t average of 40 miles is thoroughly settled ?— Yes ; not a single acre to be got.
3746. You have already told the Honorable S ir Charles Sladen there is an average of how many

people ?— A t a very low average, five or six to every 320 acres; but a good many of them are only 200 acres.
_ 3747. Y our business would be injured, ruined you say, by the construction of the blue line—if the 

pink line be constructed, w hat would be the resu lt?— I t  would not be quite so bad ; it  would damage it a 
g reat deal, bu t still I  would be able to carry on a good part of it.

3748. Is there a good deal of settlem ent about Rushworth ?— Yes.
3749. W hat sort of land is there between Rushworth and Murchison ?— The principal part of it is 

reserved upon the pink line, being auriferous.
3750. O f course th a t is not settled upon?—N o; but they are applying now to have it opened for selection.
3751. I f  th a t be throw n open, would that increase the population on the western side?— Yes, con­

siderably. I  know they were getting up a petition the last time I  was in R ushw orth to get it open.-
3752. W hat is the character of the land about Rushw orth and W hroo ?— Nearly all auriferous

co u n try ; bu t between M urchison and Rushw orth there is a good deal of very good land.
3753. There are antimony mines about Rushworth, are there not ?— Yes ; a t W hroo and at Coy’s 

D iggings.
3754. Do they produce much antimony ?— A bout four years ago, when I  was going to Seymour, I  

took down upon an average from tons to 3 tons a week ; and after I  went on to the Avenel road, I  
could not afford to carry it  so cheaply for them, and they could not raise it a t a profit. So it  has lain
dorm ant until lately. A nd there  is one mine in particular started ju s t about the time th is Bill was intro­
duced ; and I  had 7v tons last Monday from them.

375o. Do you th ink then that the opening of the line would lead to the antimony mines being
thoroughly w orked ?— I  have no doubt a t all of it.

3756. A  good deal of ore was got at one tim e from them ?— Yes.
3757. I  th ink you have told us something of the ground upon the western bank— we heard from one 

witness th a t some of the banks were flat and low upon the western side— do you think tha t would interfere, 
much Avith, or cause much engineering difficulty in constructing the blue line ?—No engineering difficulty 
would come within 10 miles of the blue line ; no low ground at M urchison ; on west bank no floods would 
affect it there ; and when it gets to M urchison—Murchison is 13 miles to T atu ra— and by the time it gets to 
T atu ra  it is 9 |  miles from the river ; so no Avater from the river could ever affect it.

3758. W e liaÂ e heard about stone upon the Avestern side— do you know anything about stone or 
g rav e l?— They are getting gravel a t several places betAveen M urchison and R ushw orth—the south of 
M urchison. In  the last fortnight there has been a fine quarry opened there ; they are building the Bank 
of Victoria a t M urchison, and they opened the quarry to get stone for the foundations— th at is south of 
Murchison.

3759. I  do not know  whether you can tell the Committee anything about the G ravel-pits as a comr 
mencement for the l in e ; it has been mentioned as a better starting point than  Avenel. Can you give us 
any information upon th a t ?— T hat is upon the N orth-Eastern line.

3760. T hat is upon the N orth-E astern  line?— I  have no idea of the expense of running trains upon 
the l in e ; but if  I  had, I  could soon tell you.

3761. From  your own point of view— your own business. I f  you had to take goods to the Gravel- 
pits, and not to Avenel, w hich Avould you prefer ?— I  Avould sooner go to the Gravel-pits, certainly.

3762. B y  the H on. W . W ilson.— You have had great experience of the traffic between Murchison 
and Avenel ?— Yes.

3763. You have entirely confined yourself to the line Avest and north of M urchison ?— Entirely to 
my own route.

3764. T he Honorable M r. Balfour has asked you about the traffic between Rushw orth, Whroo, and 
W aranga— w hether it Avould be of very great importance in the event o f this line being constructed ?—I  
believe it would.



3765 Where does the traffic generally come to ?— A t present from Rushworth ; it comes to Avcnel. Mr Angus Boss 
I  carry all the goods. 'comtued, ’

■ 3766. M urchison is upon the river ?— Murchison. 29th August 1877.
3767. W here would it come to in the event of the  blue line being constructed? To the nearest

station between Murchison and Rushworth.
3768. B ut then the line does not go Rushw orth way. I  mean, would Murchison still be the loading 

point for the Rushw orth traffic ?— Yes, the station would be, as near as can be, eleven miles from 
Rushworth.

3769. B u t still th a t would be the point for the Rushworth and W aranga traffic ? Yes.
3770. Supposing the pink line was constructed, the Rushw orth and W aranga people would have to 

travel three-quarters o f a mile further ?— No, at least one and three-quarters mile further.
3771. I  understood that the station tha t would be erected upon tha t red or pink line opposite M ur­

chison would be about three-quarters of a mile from where it would be erected upon the blue line ? No
but the station upon the blue line is on the Rushworth side of M urchison one mile.

3 172. I  sa y  th a t  th e  d ista n ce  betAveen w h er e  th e  M u rch iso n  sta tio n  Avould be e rec ted  upon th e  b lu e  
line, and w h e r e  th e  M u rch iso n  sta tio n  w o u ld  b e  e rec ted  u p o n  th e  red  lin e , Avould b e  a g rea ter  d ista n ce  th an  
three-qu arters o f  a m ile  ?— Y e s , i t  Avould b e  one m ile  an d  th r e e -q u a r te r s;  it  is th r e e-q u a rte r s  o f  a m ile  from  
th e  b r id g e , and  th e  s ta t io n  is  a b o u t a m ile  on  th e  R u sh w o r th  s id e  o f  M u rch iso n .

3773. Then the township of Murchison would be much more inconvenienced by having it upon the 
blue line than upon the pink ?— I  do not see that, because they xxmuld have no bridge at all to cross then.

3774. You say they have to go outside of their toxvnship txxro and a ha lf miles ?— It is one and 
three-quarter miles from the two stations.

3775. A nd yet the principal township of Murchison is so close to the bank of the river, that it 
would be only three-quarters of a mile from the station on the pink line ; consequently, it m ust be necessarily 
at least one mile tha t the township of M urchison must be disadvantaged by adopting the blue line ; for if it 
runs at least one and three-quarter miles out from the river, the people of Murchison must go one and three- 
quarter miles to reach it, whereas upon the red line it would be only three-quarters of a mile, is that so ?—
Yes, that is quite correct.

3776. I  th ink I  heard you state the farmers and settlers north of T atura  towards Rochester, would 
prefer to go to T a tu ra  ; the distance to Rochester is somewhere about forty miles ?— Forty  miles to Echuca.

3777. A nd to Rochester ?—A bout thirty-five miles.
3778. A nd they xvould prefer coming twenty-five miles to T atura, ra ther than go fifteen miles to 

Rochester ?— Yes.
3779. H ow do you account for i t? — The difference in railw ay charges.
3780. Then the Government xvould lose the money ?— They would lose tha t part of it.
3781. Then the bringing of the people to T atu ra  would be rather a disadvantage to the G overn­

ment?—Yes, it would be a disadvantage to the Government. A ny line th a t can possibly bring traffic to 
the Government from any other line competing w ith it must be a disadvantage to it; any of those lines is a 
disadvantage to the  Government.

3782. Then the G overnm ent having constructed a railway to Rochester, and settlem ent having taken 
place on account of it, you do not th ink they would be in any way inconvenienced by having to take 
advantage of their own station w ithin txventy miles of Rochester, would they ?— I  do not th ink  they would ; 
the same rule w ill apply.

3783. W e are not merely to construct a railway down the valley of the  Goulburn to oblige any 
settlers within tw enty miles of Rochester ?—I f  you construct the Eastern line it is competing all along.

3784. I  cannot agree w ith  you there, because at T atu ra  it would bring you ten miles nearer to 
Rochester station than the line on the opposite side of the Goulburn from that, taking a direct line, would 
bring you ?—I  have not seen th a t upon the map. -

3785. I f  you will look at the map I  will point it out to you ?— I cannot see how it xvould be, for 
Shepparton is only 25 miles from the E astern  line and T atu ra  is 35 miles from the nearest point.

3786. As I  understood your evidence to the Committee in ansxver to the questions put by the 
Honorable Sir Charles Sladen and the Honorable M r. Balfour, you gave one reason why the blue line 
should be adopted as th a t it would draxv traffic to xxuthin fifteen miles of R ochester; th a t is one of the 
reasons you gave to the Committee ?— I  did not -

3787. T ha t on account of having a shorter mileage to Melbourne the selectors would come even 
within 15 miles of Rochester to avail themselves of tha t— in other words, travel 5 or 6 miles by road to get 
20 miles nearer to Melbourne by railway— that is, the desire for the selectors to get their goods sent to 
Melbourne by the cheapest route would cause them to take the nearest point of railway communication to 
Melbourne; consequently T atu ra  xxrould be w ithin 35 miles of Rochester, and you would draw the 
Rochester traffic to w ithin 15 or 12 miles of Rochester station ; is not th a t the statem ent that you made ?—
No ; ’you are not putting it the same way th a t I  put it.

3788. How did you put it ?— I  put it in this way— T hat if  the line is constructed to Tatura, the 
people on the Echuca side, that is due north, would go from 20 to 22 miles in preference to going 
to Echuca.

3789. A nd w hat distance to Rochester ?— Finish with this, and then I  will tell you. I  haxrn not 
been used to be cross examined, and will you allow me to take my own way.

3790. I  have no desire to take you any other way, I  am sure ?—Tatura is 4(5 miles from Echuca.
3791. How far is Rochester— the nearest station?— I f  you xvill allow me to go on, you xvill under­

stand me far better. A  g reat portion of this territo ry  lies directly between Echuca and Tatura, and going 
towards Rochester you go westerly, making an angle of the distance, between Echuca and Rochester makes a; 
side of the angle, and if  you can understand me— I  could point it out to you upon the map.

3792. Go on, I  understand?— By going 22 miles from T atura they xvould be going within 18 miles- o f 
Echuca, and they would sooner travel tha t four miles extra to come to Tatura, and save the distance1 o4 
mileage between Echuca and T a tu ra  on the railway ; tha t is my meaning.

3793. I  suppose you have a perfect knoxvledge of th a t country ?— Yes, a perfect knowledge.
3794. You knoxv that T atu ra  is nearer to Rochester than to Echuca ?—Yes, I  know, but part of 

this territory lying between T atu ra  and Rochester goes to neither place, they go to Echuca.



air. Angus Ross, 3795. You kuow that Rochester saves 20 miles to Melbourne, therefore, if Rochester had only the
mhTugust*is77 same distance from T atu ra  as Echuca no one would ever dream of going to Echuca to come to Melbourne.

" I  talk of Rochester, Echuca, and Avenel. You say th a t people would come from within 15 miles of 
Rochester, 25 to go to T atura, simply because they would secure a lesser distance upon the railway ; is not 
tha t so ?— Yes, I  believe it is so.

3796. Now by coming to Tatura, would it  not be a very long distance for any settlers upon the 
eastern side of the Goulburn, rig h t opposite to it ?— No ; for this reason, that T atura is only 2 miles south 
in a stra igh t line from Shepparton.

3797. According to the map, as we have T atu ra  township, it must be 7 or 8 miles ?— I t  is 13 
miles distance from Shepparton.

3798. I t  m ust be 9 miles out from Shepparton?— I f  you understand me, it  is 2 miles south of a 
parallel w ith Shepparton, which would make the distance 13 miles.

3799. I  am not taking the east and west of it ; hut I  say the distance from Shepparton—the Tatura 
line— appears to be about 9 miles upon the map ?— Yes.

3800. A nd it is from 9 to 10 miles from the bend of the river in connection w ith the eastern 
settlem ent ?— Yes. I  do not believe there would ever be any traffic from the eastern side to 
Tatura.

3801. H ave you seen the settlement tha t has taken place upon the eastern side ?— I  have not lately ; 
bu t I  have seen the country. I  have been farming for 14 years, and, from my travels through it, I  do not 
th ink th a t anybody would select very much of it at any rate.

3802. I f  people have selected, do you deeply sympathize w ith them ?—I  would so. I  would pity 
any one who tries to get a living for him self and family upon 320 acres of the average of it.

3803. Y our evidence would go a long way to make the Government stop giving them the land 
there ?— I  do not believe in Government preventing people doing w hat they like ; but there is plenty of 
better land to select at the present time.

3804. H ave you seen this map m arked blue and white and colored ?— Yes.
3805. From  "Shepparton to M urchison, upon th a t eastern bank, there appears almost as large a 

settlem ent as upon the western bank ?— No ; if  you take the whole country between the river and the 
N orth-E astern  line, it is not nearly so large as the western side. '

3806. I  am not talking of w hether there is a greater. I  know that there is not the settlement between 
the N orth-E astern  line and the proposed red line th a t there is even between the blue line as proposed and 
the Echuca line ; we are not discussing th a t ; but an immense amount of settlem ent has taken place, and is 
taking place, between Murchison and Shepparton, upon the eastern side of the Goulburn. We have' 
evidence of that ?— I  know to the north of Shepparton there is splendid land.

3807. B ut to the east and south-east of Shepparton immense settlem ent has taken place. We have 
the evidence of the district surveyor that, since this map has been colored, a great portion of. what appears 
white to the eastern side there has been also selected ?

[ The Honorable N . F itzgera ld  objected.']

3808. B y  the H on . W . W ilson.— You made a statem ent in answer to a question put by the Honor­
able Sir Charles Sladen tha t it would be impossible for the  selectors upon the western side of the river to 
reach any station between Shepparton and Murchison, i f  the pink line was constructed, and the station 
erected half way ?— I  believe it would be a very difficult m atter to make a road from the river after being 
bridged to get to a station there.

3809. Then if it is impossible for the people upon the western side to reach a station half-way 
between Shepparton and Murchison, it m ust be a m atter of impossibility for people from the western side 
to reach any station between ?— I  do not believe any station would be there.

3810. Then so far as the eastern selectors are concerned the construction of the blue line simply 
means they m ust take Shepparton or Murchison ?— They must.

3811. And at Murchison they m ust cross the bridge to get to the station?— Taking that line you 
cannot possibly place a man more than 12 miles and a h a lf  from either M urchison or Shepparton, or some 
station upon the N orth-E astern  line.

3812. H ave you travelled w ith  your teams on th a t eastern side ?— I  have not, there  were no bridges 
over the creeks. - '

3813. D id tha t simply arise from there being no bridges over the creeks, or from the flooded nature 
of the country ?— I t  would not pay me, there was no traffic.

3814. W ere you prevented from going along the east side of the Goulburn w ith your teams from 
the creeks being so largely flooded and no bridges upon them, or from the, general flooded state of the 
country ?— A t the time I  visited it, it was ju s t the best season of the y e a r ; i t  was not flood time, but a 
generally bad state of roads.

3815. Did you th ink from the country it was liable to be flooded ?— Generally, before I  go with a 
team I  get information, and I  do not risk  going w ith a team loaded, unless I  know something about the 
road, and from the character I  got I  did not attem pt to go w ith the team.

3816. W as it from the open and puffy character of the  country ?— Yes ; being crab-holy and rough 
for travelling.

3817. I  suppose you know th a t crab-holy country is not generally w hat is known as flooded country; 
it is flat and marshy, bu t not flooded from the overflow of the river ?— T hat depends entirely upon the 
drainage th a t w ent into it. _

3818. B u t my experience has been th a t crab-holy country is not generally what is known as flooded 
country, it is flat and marshy, bu t not flooded from the overflow o f the river— is that your experience. 4 
have seen some crab-holy country where it was entirely the fall from the ranges, and a very large extent o 
it too in places.

3819. Then from choice, and having the option of both sides, you think the western route is the bes 
for agricultural land and settlem ent ?— There is no question a t all about it.

3820. T he easiest to form a railw ay ?— T he easiest to form a railway.
3821. A nd the eastern side ought not to be considered ?— I  do not say tha t it ought not to e 

considered.



3822. B u t the construction of the blue line would be tantam ount to excluding land altogether from Mr. Angus Ross, 
railway extension, between Shepparton and M urchison ?— I  do not see that, because the farther away from 29th^uluist?is77. 
Shepparton and M urchison and the N orth-E astern  is not very far. You could not possibly place the
the farthest resident there more than 12£ miles from railway communication. You cannot possibly do it.
I  have tried  to do it, and I  cannot.

3823. W hat distance is the present proposed M urchison station from a railway station—from Avenel, 
say, or Longwood ?— From  A venel it is 25 miles ; there  are various roads to go to it, like every place. I  
always travel the best road, for they are heavy roads, and cut up so that I  have to travel 25 miles.

3824. From  M urchison?— Yes.
3825. How  far is M urchison from Longwood ?— E ither 16 or 18 miles.

1 3826. T hen it would be no great loss to the d istric t if this railway was struck out altogether, would 
^  ?— No great loss to me, a t any rate.

■ 3827. T he investigation opens up, to my mind, quite a new phase of the m atter altogether. Y ou 
say that from Shepparton, all along the eastern bank of the G oulburn (and when I come to look at it, it 
somewhat bears out the statem ent)—you make out th a t no p a rt of the d istric t is more than 12 to 15 miles 
from a railway, station ?— I say it is only when they come to T atu ra  there is any claim for a railway.

3828. T h at is upon the eastern bank ?— I f  they have a station a t Shepparton and one at Murchison, 
in a thinly populated country like that, if they are w ithin 12 miles and a half, they ought to be very well 
satisfied.

3829. A nd they  are w ithin 12 miles and a h a lf? —Yes.
3830. Then the whole of this line, simply goes to .oblige T atu ra  apd Shepparton, and the people 

arbund them  ?—-It would benefit them to a degree ; bu t M urchison and Shepparton and la tu ra  are the
places tha t have any claim  for a railw ay. '

3831. B u t you say M urchison is w ithin 15 or 16 miles of Longwood ?—I  say then  they  have no 
claim. I t  is only the part o f the country north  and west o f T a tu ra , and north of Shepparton and its
vicinity, th a t has a claim. ■ • .

3832. Then it is quite clear tha t no inconvenience w o u ld  be suffered b y  tn e , inhabitants ol .the 
country from having the railway struck out altogether, so far as your evidence goes ?— Yes there  would b e .

3833. B y  the H on . J .  B a lfo u r .— I  understood you tha t the distance would be only from 12 miles to 
12 miles and a ha lf to some railw ay station from any part o f the eastern side if  the blue line is constructed .

3834. B u t if  no line is constructed in the Goulburn Valley, they would be a considerably further 
distance off ?— Yes ; the principal part of the traflic th a t crosses M urchison B ridge has to travel a t least 40
miles. I t  only begins when it comes to T atura .

3835. As far as the eastern side is concerned, they  would be benefited by the blue line being 
constructed, because it would bring any one there w ith in  12 miles and a ha lf of the railw ay station . — Yes,
they could not possibly be beyond that. . ,

3836. A nd, as far as the western side is concerned, th a t would benefit a very large population ir*deed 
that would not be more than  slightly benefited by the  eastern line ?— Yes, and out to Moora there would be 
20 miles to come into M urchison from the westw ard.

T h e  w itness w ithdrew .

M r. R obert T . Beasley examined.

3837. B y  the H on . S ir  C. S la d en .— Y ou are living in the neighborhood of the Goulburn V alley ?—
I  live in the  G oulburn Valley,

3838. A t M urchison ?— No, about fourteen miles from Murchison.^
3839. On which side of the river do you live ?— On the w estern side.
384J. You live north  of M urchison, somewhere between M urchison and Shepparton . re s , live 

between M urchison and Shepparton, bu t more to the west.
3841. Nearer Tatura ?— I  l iv e  about nine miles west of la tu ra .
3R4-9 H a v e  vou lived lone in this neighborhood ?— I  have been there six years.
3843! H as th e  population which now occupies the  country to the  west of T atu ra  been settled during 

that tim e'?— W hen I  w ent there six years ago there was no settlem ent in my neighboi to ,

whole t f f c t a  taken n p . ^  ^  ig i t? _ T be  population is as close as 320 acres will allow in

m0St Ca3S845. Is  i t  a  settled population ? - Y e s ,  I  may say th a t the people tha t n ,  . ‘t h e v ^ ? h e r e
mv own knowledge, are oractical men th a t have been farmers in other parts of the colony , they
n o w  w i t h  t h e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  s t i c k i n g  t h e r e ^ . ^  ^  ^  o f  ^  _  w h o

w e n t  t h e m  w i ^ m e a n s . ^  r f  ^  ^  ((> ^  ^  o f  G o u lb u m  V a l l e y  , _ 0 n  t h e

e a s te r n  s id e ?  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  n ? t  ^  ^  b u t  fr o m  t h e  n a tu r e  „ f  th e  c o u n tr y

itC an n 3e8 lL bec r n T o du g i v r i V h y h r 7 w M t epopulation is there now 1 - 1  can give you no more idea 

than th k , th a U t is nothing ^ ^ W a r a n g a  Shire ? - J u s t  upon the boundary

of the ? - I t  is bounded by N orth M urchison on the map, the  corner

of North M urchison. -  " ; _ w u 7iesf  \ ?— Yes. the E astern  riding is a
3852. Do yon see the m a p “

t03 to 3 WYSo u abave lo m e Id e a  of w hat the  population is in the E ast R iding ? - A s  close as ,t could 

possibly be.^ Is  the population on the east side, to the east of Shepparton, as numerous as this other 

population ?— No.



3855. N ot so numerous ?— I t  is not. -
3856. You are aw are of the  two lines w hich have been projected along the G oulburn V alley?—Yes,

I  know the lines.
3657. You know both lines ?— Yes.
3858. H ow w ill the people on the east side of Shepparton be affected if  the line goes on the west

side ? Im m ediately east of Shepparton it  would not affect them  a t a l l ; i t  would tap tha t district ju st as
well as the E astern  line.

3859. Do you know enough of the eastern side to be able to say at w hat point they would be 
injuriously affected, or a t all events, not so much benefited as they would wish to be if  the line was carried 
upon the West side ?— No, bu t it is to be taken into consideration th a t they have the N orth-Eastern line at 
present, and by putting a bridge over a t Toolamba it  would cut the centre o f the eastern side, where the 
population is not so great, and so they could reach the west side, whereas upon the western route the country 
is about 40 miles wide.

3860. W hat distance would the people to the east of Shepparton have to come to get to Longwood ?—
Some of them near to Murchison.

3861. D id you not say they had the benefit of the N orth-E astern  line to Longwood ?— W hat I  mean 
to say is, th a t upon the eastern side they are already benefited to a ceitain  extent by the Nor th-Eastern 
line because the h a lf of them m ust of necessity be w ithin nine or ten miles of th a t line a t Longwood or 
E uroa and Violet Town, whereas on the w estern side we are 40 miles ; a t least the bulk of them are, it
would be 40 miles across.

3862. You think a g reat many people would avail themselves to the  west and on the south side of 
the Goulburn, to the west and north  of Shepparton— more people would take advantage of the railway line
than would be the case from the east side ?— On the north of Shepparton ?

3863. Yes ?— It is practically the same.
3864. But not to the north of Shepparton, in the Waranga shire, and stretching away west towards 

the Echuea line, there would be more persons to avail themselves of the railway than there can be upon 
the eastern side— is that what I  understand from you ?— Yes.

3865. Now, supposing the line is carried down the eastern side of the valley, how will the settlers
on the western side be affected by tha t ?— They would be affected in this way ; th a t as they are already 
supposing the terminus were a t T atura, there would still be a g reat many of them  th a t had to go fifteen to 
tw enty miles, and if it goes on the eastern side of the river, they  would have to go to M urchison, that would
be some fourteen miles further. .

3866. T hey would either have to go to M urchison or Shepparton ?—T hey would not go to Shep­
parton, because they would be carrying their produce up the country and adding 14 miles railway 
charges to it.

3867. T he people living w est of T a tu ra  could not get to Shepparton ?— They could get to Shep­
parton, bu t it would be waste of labor, and w aste of time and of money.

3868. You mean to say th a t the population from there would all go to Murchison ?— They would
have to go to M urchison. _ .

3869. B u t tha t would be carrying the railw ay a still fu rther distance from those settlers who have
already a long distance to go now, even if  they had to go to T. atura ? Yes.

3870. Then it is giving the settlers upon the west side a much greater distance to go to Murchison 
than if they could go to Tatura?— Yes, double the distance nearly.

3871. Is  T atura  a point which most settlers on th is side would make ?— I t  is a  point that we have 
settled to be the best, after a good deal of trouble to find out w hat is the best site th a t could be foi a l ail way
station, and we have all decided th a t T atu ra  is the best possible point for a station to be pu t up ; it would
draw the traffic all round.

3872. Y our opinion is, th a t i f  the line were carried on th e  east side, it  would be no great advantage 
to persons on the east side ?— I f  the line w ere carried upon the eastern side, it would be only a partial 
benefit to those on the eastern side, because only the  h a lf of them  would require it, and it would be a very 
great hardship to make us go th a t distance for the  sake of the  few th a t would be benefited upon the 
eastern side.

3873. A re  you aware of the difference of distance between the roads on the eastern and western 
sides from Shepparton to A venel ?— Erom M urchison to Shepparton would be about 18 miles, on a rough 
calculation.

3874. N o ; the distance between Shepparton and A venel on the east side of the river, and Avenel 
and Shepparton by the w est?—I t  is a little  further by the w est side.

3875. Between two miles and three miles ?— I t  m ight be a couple of miles further.
3876. Do you th ink  tha t th a t increase of distance on th e  w estern side would be a sufficient reason for 

not having the railw ay on the  west side, considering the number of people who have to take advantage 
of it ?— No, it is not a  sufficient reason, it  is no reason a t a l l ; it is nothing.

3877. A  mere two miles would be nothing, as compared w ith the injury w hich would "be inflicted 
upon a very large population ?— A  mere trifle.

3878. Do you know anything of the settlem ent to the north of Shepparton, in M o ira? Yes, I  do; 
I  have reason to know, because my attention was draw n to it the last time I  was in Melbourne. I t  was 
stated in the House tha t tw enty-tw o selectors had left T a tu r a ; I  happened to have taken some of those 
declarations, and I  know they were men th a t never had an acre of land before, they simply w ent north of 
Shepparton, because land was open for them  there  th a t they  were unable to get in our district. Ih e  otkei 
cases I  know of were young men, ju s t  come to the r ig h t age, and the ir fathers sent them there and helped 
them through the best way they co u ld ; th a t I  know of my own knowledge.

3879. B u t w hat I  ask is th i s : w ill not the  population no rth  of Shepparton and M oira be equally 
benefited by th a t railw ay, ivhether it goes on the  east or the w est side ?— Yes, equally benefited.

3880. Therefore the population to the north  of Shepparton may be pu t out of the question, as 
regards this railw ay ?— Quite so.

3881. The route of the railway does not concern them at a l l ; they would just have as much benefit 
from the railway one way as the other ?— Just as much.

3882. B y  the H on . I I .  Cuthberl.— I  suppose th a t you reside upon the eastern side o f the riv e r. ■ 
I  reside upon the western side of the river.



3883. You know  the river tolerably well ?— Yes, I  know the river well. M t.r.t Beasley,

3884. F or how many miles ?— I  know the whole of it from M urchison to Shepparton, and I  know 23th Amu1u877.
it a little further.

3885. And from Shepparton to Seymour ?— Yes, I  know it all.
3886. I  suppose very little  has been done to the river, it has never been properly utilized ?— I  do

not think much has been done to it.
3887. W hat kind of a river is i t? — I t  is a very heavily flooded river at times, and at other times it 

is nothing particular. I t  takes heavy bridges to cross it,
3888. I t  is subject to floods ?— I t  is subject to floods.
3889. A nd a t other times nothing particu lar— now is it properly described in this way, as a fine,

broad, deep, and ever-flowing stream ?— I could hardly give it th a t description myself.
3890. I t  is an ever-flowing stream  ?— Yes, I th ink it is an ever-flowing stream.
3891. I t  is a broad stream ?— Yes, it is broad.
3892. I  mean, having regard to the few good rivers in this country ?— Yes ; but my idea of a 

broad flowing river would be such a river as the Y arra  below the Falls. I  should call tha t a broad 
flowing river.

3893. You would not call a river 200 feet wide broad ?— I should not call a river a broad flowing
river that was subject at times to be so low as the Gonlburn is.

3894. Is  it not much ■wider than the Y a rra ? — I  think it is not.
3895. Three times as wide ?— I  do not think so.
3896. Twice or three times as wide ?— I do not consider it is twice or three times as wide.
3897. Is  it  not from 200 to 300 feet wide in some places ?— I dare say it is.
3898. B y means of th a t river, do you not th ink the trade could be brought as far as Seymour— put 

a few docks upon it, and clear the river— could it not be made navigable ?— I t  m ight by locks ; I  have 
always entertained the opinion th a t it m ight be made navigable by having locks.

3899. T hen you th ink it would be quite possible ■with an outlay of a feiv thousand pounds to render 
that river navigable ?— I  could not say the amount that would be required ; 110 doubt it would be a large 
amount.

3900. Do you th ink w ith such a river as tha t it -would be advisable to go to the expense of putting 
two bridges across it ?— Yes, I  do.

3901. W ould not that interfere w ith  steamers going up it to Murchison ?— If  it was seriously 
intended to make the G oulburn a navigable river, of course tha t would have to be provided for.

3902. You have told me you resided upon the western side of the r iv e r ; where do you reside?—
I reside about 14 miles from M urchison, to the north-w est of Murchison.

3903. N ear to M r. W inter’s property ?— I live one mile from the north-w estern boundary of M r.
James W inter’s property.

3904. D id you select any land there ?— Yes, I  selected.
3905. How many acres ?— T hree hundred and twenty.
3906. A re  you residing upon the land ?— T he whole period.
3907. Do you follow any other business besides that of a farm er ?— No, none other.
3908. A nd you are anxious to see this line carried through M r. W in te rs  property ? No, l a m  not ; 

it does not affect me w hether it goes through Mr. W inter’s property, or not. I am not anxious on that 
account.

3909. N ot on th a t account ?— No, I am not anxious on that account.
3910. A s I  understand your evidence, you are as well acquainted w ith the country on the east

aide as on the west ?— No, not equally well ; bu t I  am sufficiently acquainted to give an opinion upon it.
3911. H as m uch selection taken place lately on the eastern side ?— No, I  th ink not ; in fact, I  am

certain in my own mind th a t there has not.
3912. T here has been a forest spoken of here—a box forest and gum forest— are you aware that 

within the last m onth 15,000 acres of th a t has been selected ?— I  am aware that to the north-w est of 
Mooroopna a lot of land has been selected w ithin the last month, but I  am certainly not aware th a t the
north-west of Murchison has ever been selected.

3913. You are not aware of it?— I  am not aware of it, there  may be a few odd blocks. _
3914. To the north-east of M urchison are you aware th a t any land has been selected in the place

I  have described as a forest covered with trees, box and gum, to the east of Arcadia ; are you aware that
15,000 acres of land have been selected within the last four weeks ?— No, I  am not aware of it to the

3915. W hat description of land is there to the  east of A rcadia unselected ?— W hat I  have seen of it 
is a flat country, and it  is pretty  thickly tim bered in most places, and I  consider it very poor land, e 
bulk of it.

3916 Unfit for w heat ?— I  should not like to take the chance of it. , . , ,
3917. I f  men of respectability come here and say th a t it is first-class land for growing w h e a M e d  

could be cleared a t an expense of £2  the acre, good black soil, are you prepared to contradict them .
prepared on my own judgm ent to contradict them flat. _ ,

3918. A nd to say it is not fit to grow w heat ? - I  mean to say this much tha t it I  had to take up
land to grow w heat, I  should be very sorry, as a practical man, to take such limd- f  , ,

3919. You say it is unfit ? - - No, I  do not say so. I  say I should be very sony , as a  piacttcal faim ei,
to go and take up such land and try  to grow  w heat upon ,t ian(] w ill not

groWa ^ : Y : r ^ ^
nothing, we would la thei go and pu up vvi 1 ^  , jrQ pe within a short distance of railway com-
to get good land, in preference to taking this, that was likely to oe \wunu j

mUniCa392i. Did you take into consideration this, that the line of railway was laid out upon the east side, 
when you selected your land ? I t  was not.

Q
R a i l w a y s .



Mr. R . T. Beasley, 
continued,

29 th A ugust 1877.

Mr. E. Brown, 
29th August 1877.

3922. There was no mention then, when you selected your land of any line of railway ?—Had I  no 
notion of it ?

3923. Yes ?— As soon as we had the least possible time to spare from clearing the ground we set to 
work to get a railw ay league to try  and have a railway.

3924. A re you a member of the league ?— Yes, I  was chairman of the first meeting held.
3925. Then we have M r. Goddard examined as secretary and you as chairman?—No, I  was chairman 

a t the first meeting of the selectors.
3926. H ave you continued to be a member of that league ?— Yes, ever since.
3927. A nd you have taken an active and foremost part ?— Yes, I  have always taken my share of it 

I  considered it part of my duty as a farmer. ’
3928. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— A re you competent to judge of the grazing capabilities of land ? 

—I  th ink I  am.
3929. W liat do you consider the grazing capability of land, east of Arcadia, that you went to look 

at and would not select ?—I  should think, speaking reasonably, it would take 20 acres in all months of the 
year to keep a beast.

3930. A nd a sheep, w hat do you th ink  it would take to keep a sheep ?— A  sheep to three acres of 
run, and tha t be remarkably well, I  should think.

3931. B y  the H on. W . W ilson .— H ow long have you been in the valley of the Goulburn ?—About 
six years.

3932. H ave you any knowledge o f the station or run known as A rdpatrick or Cooma ?—Yes, I  have 
been round them.

3933. H ave you seen th a t station before it was turned to agricultural purposes ?— Yes.
3934. How many sheep do you th ink th a t station would carry in its natural state per acre ?—Without

the tim ber being cleared or anything ?
3935. Yes, anything ?— I  should th ink it would carry a sheep to two acres.
3936. A re you aware a sheep to four acres was starved upon it  ?— No, I  am not aware of it.
3937. Then you hazard the opinion th a t three acres will carry a sheep on the other side of the

Goulburn ?— I  say it would do well to carry it, th a t is w hat I  say.
3938. Do you consider the country about A rdpatrick  or M errigum — do you know it ?—Yes.
3939. I  take from Cooma home station back to M errigum , tw enty miles ?— Yes.
3940. Do you consider th a t country superior to the  country tw enty miles east from Shepparton ?— 

How do you take your bearings ?
3941. I  am giving you east ?— Do you mean north  of Shepparton or south of Shepparton?
3942. No. Take east from Shepparton on the one hand, and west from Shepparton on the other?— 

B ut allow me to say there is a good deal of difference, w hether you take north  or south of that particular line.
3943. I  w ill take south of Shepparton then, i f  you please, and I  will take west as far as the Cooma 

side is concerned ?— Yes. Do I  consider that superior ?
3944. Yes ?— Yes, I  do.
3945. F or stock rearing ?— Yes, for anything.
3946. U nder any circumstances ?— Yes, under any circumstances.
3947. Is  it denser w ith  scrub ?—-There was some umbrella scrub, as we used to call it, but nothing 

very great. There are portions of it all over the district where the umbrella scrub is thick, and has been 
thick, we know that ; but th a t does not affect the quality of the ground.

3948. T hat is ju s t w hat I  want to come at, if  I  can— the natural capability of the grazing quality of 
the land, having nothing to do w ith its subsequent value for growing w heat when cleared ?— I  do not say 
that.

3949. You mean th a t in tha t district the scrubbiest and w orst portion of the land, and the least useful 
for grazing purposes, tu rns out to be the best for w heat growing purposes when it is cleared?—Yes, at least 
as good as the other. I t  does not affect the question at all.

3950. Then the question th a t was asked you, as to the grazing capabilities of the ground on the 
eastern side has nothing to do with the value of the land for w heat ?— I t  may or it may n o t; it does not 
follow of necessity.

3951. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— B ut you give it as your opinion th a t the land east of Arcadia, 
leaving grazing out of the question, was not good land for w heat?— Yes.

3952. B y  the H on. F . S . Dobson .— W hen you first came up to the d istrict w ith thpse people, did you 
go close to the line between M urchison and Shepparton ?— I  have been in the d is tr ic t; I  could not tell what 
particular line. I  did not know the country very well then. I  went over the country.

3953. A  good distance of it— how much ?— Ten, fifteen, or twenty miles.
3954. How many were there of you ?— Sometimes two, sometimes half a dozen. We used to go 

foraging about to find the best land.
3955. A ll practical farm ers?— Yes.
3956. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— I  believe you are a justice of the peace, are you not?—Yes,

I  am.
T he witness withdrew.

Mr. E . Brown examined.
3957. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— Y ou are the shire engineer of Benalla I  believe, are you not? 

— I  am.
3958. Can you give us some information as to the east side of the Goulburn Valley line of railway ? 

— Yes, for a certain distance.
3959. You have a knowledge of the population settled on the east side of the Goulburn Valley? I  

have not.
3960. I  was in hopes you would be able to give us some information about the east side ?—I  know 

nothing a t all o f the population ; not to give an estimate of the num ber of people, I  have no pretensions to 
that.

3961. You can give some idea, can you not, of the number of ratepayers in the shire of Benalla ?
I  have no knowledge of it, it is not a part o f my business.



3962. Do you know the line of railway which is surveyed between Shepparton and Murchison, on Mr. e . Brown, 
the east side of the river ?— Yes. continued,

3963. H ave you resided long in this part of the world ?— 23 years. 29thAugust 1877.

3964. Then you have experienced some of the floods of the Goulburn, I  suppose ? Yes.
3965. A re they frequent ?— No, they are periodical, but w ith long distances between I  remember 

the flood of 1863, also 1870, 1872, and 1873.
3966. T h a t is four floods since 1863. Is th a t the ex ten t of the floods since tha t time ? Those are

the most im portant ones.
3967. H ow far would any of those floods have affected the line of railway which is at present laid 

out to run upon the east side of the river ?— I  do not know any point of the projected line that it would 
affect.

3968. W ould there have been any difficulty in any one of those floods, in getting from the nearest 
point of the railway to the M urchison Bridge ?—'Yes, there is a low place, perhaps three or four chains, tha t 
forms a part of the river, a sort of an ana-branch, but it is used generally as a road, perhaps in the flood time 
that would be five or six feet deep, in extrem e floods, a t the deepest point.

3969. F o r how  long would th a t be likely to be the height or depth ?— T hat depends upon the 
continuation of the flood.

3970. T h a t is ju s t  the point I  want to ask you about ?— I  cannot give an idea.
3971. You say you have been there 23 years, and have experienced four high floods since 1863 ?—

One flood continued three weeks, th a t is it was broken for a few days between, but the floods of 1870 
continued over a space of th ree weeks.

3972. W ould th a t distance from the M urchison Bridge have been impassable during those three 
weeks ?—I  should imagine so.

3973. W ould i t ? —Oh, yes.
3974. Is  the country to the east of Shepparton easy of access or not to Shepparton ?— Yes, it depends 

upon what part you mean ; if  you will name any locality upon the map, I  can tell you.
3975. T here are not many names down here ; there is one section I  see here marked “ P in e L o d g e ” ?

—That is ju s t h a lf  way betw een N alinga and Shepparton ; th a t would become tributary  to Shepparton in 
the event of a railway existing.

3976. U pon the map there  m ust be five times the distance between P ine  Lodge and N alinga th a t 
there is between P ine Lodge and Shepparton ; is it the same place?— One is 22 miles, and the other is 18 
miles ; they call it  ha lf way, broadly speaking.

3977. U pon the map it  appears only about 8 miles ; is it a  different place ?— Pine Lodge station and 
Pine Lodge Bridge are very different things ; th a t is P ine  Lodge station upon the map. W e hardly  recog­
nise the station in the country.

8978. You know the  spot then  ?— Yes.
3979. P ine Lodge is about mid-way between Shepparton and Dookie ?— R ather nearer Shepparton 

than Dookie.
3980. From  there  is the  country easy of access by road to Shepparton?—Yes, it is a very good

road, except on the Shepparton side ; for about 5 miles a t the Shepparton end.
3981. I t  is not so good th ere?— I t  is not made.
3982. H ow  long has the country to the east o f Shepparton, between Shepparton and P in e  Lodge

station, been settled ?— From  five or six  years up to the  present day they have been selecting there.
3983. W ithin the last five or six years ?— Yes.
3984. Do you know the country on the opposite side ?— No, not to be an authority  on i t ; I  ju s t 

know the Goulburn p re tty  well on both sides from Shepparton to M urchison ; my boundary ends there ; 
that is, the shire I  am connected w ith.

3985. Is  there  any information you can give to th e  Committee relative to the advantage th a t a 
railway line from Shepparton to Avenel would be if  made upon the eastern side of the river?— I  do not 
know any difference m y se lf ; I  do not advocate any line, only I  was asked if  I  could give any information 
in respect to levels and bridges, and m atters connected w ith my own profession.

3986. B y  the H on . H . Cuthbert.— W hat is your profession ?— Civil engineer.
3987. Before you w ere appointed engineer for the shire of Benalla, w hat were your duties previous

to that ?—I  was in various ways ; diggiug.
3988. But I  mean as an engineer ?— Before I  became engineer to the  shire tha t was the first 

position I  took in V ictoria  as a civil engineer.
3989. As I  understood your evidence, you know the two proposed routes, one on the western and the 

other on the eastern side of the valley ?— Yes, I  know them, I  may say.
3990. N ow  do you think, so far as the lines are concerned, there is any m aterial difference between

the levels on either side of the river ?— I  do not.
3991. Would you shortly describe to the Committee the formation of the ground on each side of the 

river ; describe the banks on each side ?— I f  it were possible to give a section of one side and reverse it, it 
would very nearly approach to a description of both ; there  are large flats, the river itself w hat oug t to 
be termed the river is an enclosure between the  two highest banks—the stream  itself runs ciicuitous y 
through the flats. T he open flats extend, in some places, a distance of three-quarters of a mile or widei, o 
toy knowledge, and in o ther places they  are draw n in to two narrow banks enclosing the whole stream—  
those banks are very high. In  speaking of the rise and fall of the river, the river rises m the nanow  
places as many feet as it does inches in a broad place. I t  is impossible to give a correct idea of t e rise
of a river, unless it is from a given point or a standard laid down ; the rise in the river in the narrow
place is something extraordinary. T he banks of the Goulburn R iver at N eurillm , at Shepparton and 
along that side are equal, pretty  well, to 30 feet from the surface of the ground to the stream ; that is
summer level. , . . 0 xr .,

3992 T he hanks then, are 30 feet higher than the summer le v e l. le s ,  quite.
3993' Durino- the whole of the twenty-three years you have been there, have you ever known in any

floods, that ihe Z k s  wem overflowed ?-Kever, the high banks. The local people have cultivated these
flats in many places, and it is considered a great flood when they are sometimes swamped out. r



3984. As I  understand your description of the Goulburn, it is this— that, in some places on the 
western side, the banks are 30 feet high, and on the eastern side they stretch out, and the ground is flat and 
then rises ; the embankment on the other side may be half a mile awav, but it is still as high as that upon 
the western side?— Yes, that is the idea.

3995. A nd you advance a few miles further on, and the picture is reversed ; is that it ?— T hat is it, 
as near as I  can describe.

3996. So that, w ith the line upon the eastern side, it is not intended to run along the flats, but take 
the high bank ?— I  think 18 or 20 miles of the eastern side runs along the three-chain road belonging to our 
shire ; so I  know the position very well.

3997. W hat would the first duty of an engineer be, receiving instructions to lay out a line of railway 
either upon the east or west side of the river ; w hat is his first duty in connection w ith the river?— Bis 
first duty would be to ascertain the highest flood levels from recognised marks, or the oldest inhabitants, or 
some other certain means, such as marks upon trees, or the debris left from the relics of a flood.

3998. You have had an opportunity of observation during your 23 years, and during the highest 
flood of all, I  th ink you said in 1870—am I  righ t in saying that the highest flood was in 1870 ?—Yes, 1870.

3999. F a r h igher than any other ?— Yes.
4000. How much, do you remember, did the flood of 1870 surpass that of 1863 ?—A t Neurillin, 

that is M r. M iller’s station, I  was there shortly after. I  was ordered to ascertain w hat damage the floods 
had done to our shire, in 1870—the floods occurred in September.

4001. And you were directed to ascertain the damage ?— To apply to the Government for some 
assistance to repair the damage done. W ell, at N eurillin, Mr. Miller showed me the highest flood-level 
th a t he knew, and that was in 1863, and as near as I  remember, there was a difference of 3 feet six at 
tha t point, at which place the river flats are equal to pretty well three-quarters of a mile.

4002. So th a t in 1870 the flood rose 3^ feet beyond the flood of 1863 ?—Yes.
4003. Then the floods in 1872 and 1873 were not nearly so high ?— I imagine they were not so 

high as the flood of 1863.
4004. H aving ascertained that, as you are aware of the highest flood-level, and from your 

knowledge of the eastern line, do you consider tha t there would be any danger to be apprehended from 
constructing a line of railway along the eastern side of the river—any danger to be apprehended from 
flood-warers ?— I have constructed bridges over the leading creeks running into the Goulburn along this 
road; to do so I have had to run my levels from the highest point, because it had been reported to me 
by residents that the back-w ater of the Goulburn affected those creeks to a certain distance up; conse­
quently, it became me to secure my work, as being above flood-level. I  have also effected a considerable 
amount of drainage along the  same road, and if  I  were now ordered by my employers to lay out a line of 
railway, and not "be for the Government, I  should first of all consider how cheaply I  could make it, and I  
should think m yself perfectly safe in adopting the cheap and same principle th a t they have upon the 
Echuca line.

4005. W hat principle is th a t? — T hat the railway formation should consist simply of what is taken 
out of the banks, and ballast it. T here is, in most places, very little embankment required anywhere.

4006. So that to come back to the question I  put to you— do you consider, knowing the line that is 
marked out upon the eastern side, th a t tha t could be constructed w ithout any real danger to be apprehended 
from floods or flood waters ?— I do.

4007. Even constructed in the same way as the Echuca line was ?— T hat is what I  speak of.
4008. B ut constructed as suggested by M r. Iliginbotham , namely, w ith an em bankm ents feet 

high, it "would put it beyond all risk, there  would be no danger then— no possible danger ?—I f  the one is 
dangerous, the other would be. A  high embankment only dams the w ater back upon the watershed of 
the upper country.

4009. So th a t you think there would be no danger w ithout an embankment ?— None at all.
4010. Now we have heard a good deal about the great influx of w ater at the Broken River—I  think 

that is the name of the place th a t M r. Sheppard so graphically described yesterday in his evidence—do you 
know the Broken River ?— Yes ; we are constructing a bridge over it at the present time.

4011. Did you hear M r. Sheppard’s evidence yesterday ?— I did.
4012. H e said, in his evidence, tha t the flood came up and rose 20 or 30 feet a t one place he had 

to get people out of the tops of trees— can you explain in any way th a t evidence to the Committee do you 
believe that tha t is correct ?— My conclusion was, th a t Mr. Sheppard m ust have arrived there and settled in 
one of the lowest spots imaginable in any district, because if  w ater rose above the banks of the Broken 
River to the ex ten t that M r. Sheppard described yesterday, there would be no land visible, in my opinion, 
up to K hull’s Range, a distance of fourteen miles, for it is a dead flat all the country round there. I  can 
only find a fall of 3 inches in 71 chains in my last levelling along.

4013. You say tha t you are engaged in constructing a bridge over the  Broken River, would you 
give me about the length of that bridge ?— The bridge over the Broken River is being built by two shires 
conjointly. My plan for that was 450 or 460 feet, I  forget which ; and the plan has been subsequent y 
altered, and one bay added to each end, 15 feet, so tha t it  is about 480 or 490 feet long.

4014. Can you recollect about w hat the cost o f constructing th a t bridge was ?— The present contract 
I  think is about £1650 or £1660.

4015. Now, as I  understand, w hether the line goes the eastern or the western route, the Broken
R iver has to be spanned in either case ?— Yes.

4016. A  number of creeks were spoken about as showing th a t it  "would be much more difficult o 
construct a line of railway upon the eastern side than on the w estern—now can you tell me how many 
creeks there are from Shepparton—creeks of any im portance—creeks deserving of the name between 
Sheppaiion and Avenel, starting from Shepparton and coming down towards Avenel? A fter leaving 10 
Broken River, the first creek would be the Seven Creeks.

4017. The next ?— T hat is bridged by our shire.
4018. We vviii take the creeks first in their order— how far is Seven Creeks from Shepparton. 

They call it I  think 8 miles.
4019. The next creek that you come to would be w hat ?— Castle Creek.



4020. How far is that from Shepparton ?— About 8 miles further ou. Mr. e. Brown.

4021. A bout 15 miles from Shepparton— the nex t creek tha t you come to is?— T h at would be mhAv&mt’w i, 
Muddy Creek.

4022. How far would th a t be?— A bout 6 or 7 miles.
4023. A bout 20 or 21 miles from Shepparton ?— Yes.
4024. Does th a t embrace all the creeks of any importance tha t have to be spanned over in the

construction of this railw ay?— I  imagine so, th a t is all w ithin my jurisdiction at any rate.
4025. T h at brings you almost down to M urchison ?— W ithin 4 miles of Murchison.
4026. Then we have you w ithin 4 miles of Murchison ; and all that have to be spanned over are 

those three creeks you have spoken about— now we will come to the cost of those bridges— you put a bridge 
over the Seven Creeks?— Yes.

4027. W hat was the length of th a t bridge ?— 270 and some odd feet.
4028. Do you remember w hat the cost of th a t was ?— £960 or £970 ; I  know it is something

between £900 and £1000.
4029. Is  there much difference in the cost of constructing a bridge for railway purposes and for road 

purposes ?— T here ought not to be, th a t is a tim ber bridge.
4030. I  understand tha t all these brides are to be constructed of tim ber ?— Yes.
4031. You say th a t there ought to be no material difference between the two. W ill you explain to 

the Committee why there ought not to be ?— In  the first place, a railw ay bridge is much n arrow er; there is 
no superstructure to i t ; it is only simply pile-driving, bracing, and longitudinal beams for the reception of 
rails,-or ra ther sleepers.

4032. A s to the under work ?— W hat we save ou the upper work would be expended on the under 
work of a railw ay bridge, and the.estim ate would am ount to somewhere about the same— that is my con­
clusion. I  th ink w hat M r. W atson stated yesterday, £4  a lineal foot, is about right. I t  happens to be 
within three or four shillings of our average contracts, and I  may state th a t we have built more bridges 
than all the shires, p re tty  well, in V ictoria combined— tim ber bridges.

4033. H aving got over the first difficulty th a t m et us for about £960, we come to the next, Castle 
Creek. ‘H ave you pu t a bridge over th a t ?— Yes.

4034. A t a cost of about how much ? — I  th ink about £250. »
4035. A nd the length of the bridge is about 56 feet ?— Yes, something over tha t— a very little.
4036. T hat is two of the creeks disposed of, and we come to the third, Muddy Creek. H ave you

put a bridge over th a t ?— W e have not pu t a bridge over that, bu t we have a price for it, £200.
4037. W hat would be the  length  of th a t bridge ?— Fifty-five feet, I  think. M uddy Creek is an 

extremely deep one— it is not difficult to span at all— the flood waters seldom rise anything above the 
surface of the ground.

4038. Then generally having heard M r. W atson’s estimate of the probable expense of the construc­
tion of these -works, do you come from your actual experience to about the same conclusion as he did, and 
say he is about correct ?— I  thought the length of bridging shown by him was ra ther extravagant.

4039. B u t as to the cost, leaving the length  out of the question ?— T he estimate as regards the price 
per foot was right, as far as we have shown or known by experience.

4040. We have heard a good deal about this low-lying land a t M urchison to connect the bridge 
with the railw ay station— w hat do you th ink the road could be made good for ? T h a t is out of my shire ; 
but I  know the place very well. I t  was stated by one witness yesterday at £700, bu t I  do not th ink  £700 
would do it, but I  th ink £900 or £1000 would make a very good job— that is, to take the traffic over the low 
place and the nasty approach, and improve a good piece of the road.

4041. I  th ink  th a t putting  a similar question to M r. Hanna, he was going to construct earthw orks, 
and he put down an estimate of £4000 or £5000. How would you construct it ? I  should pile it across, 
because earthworks are not trustw orthy , w ith the floods there occasionally. ^

4042. Would th a t be a g reat saving of- expense ?— I t  would in th is instance, earth-worth is cheaper
in other matters. „

4043. Do you think the road you would construct for £900 would be safe and secure at all seasons .
I  think one witness stated there  was a depth of 9 feet of w ater during the floods of 1872 or 1873. To my 
knowledge, a resident of th a t township has bu ilt a house which, I  think, cost him between £4000 and £5000 
subsequent to 1872, and the  floor of his house is somewhere about 6 or 7 feet above the lowest place spoken 
of, and it  is close to this place— it is between the river and this low place. , , . , ,

4044. H as he been flooded out from time to tim e?— I  th ink  n o t; but he having known the flood
level, I  conclude th a t he has built his house safe from all future floods.

4045. H is house is 5 or 6 feet above the lowest point ?—Six feet, I  think. I  saw the gentleman here.
4046. W hat is his name ?— Thorne.
4047. H e is the gentleman th a t had th is house built ?— H e has lately completed it.
4048. Do you know this country called the Molka country ?— Tes.
4049. W hereabouts does th a t lie, is it  near A rcadia?— I t  is the next agricultural area to Arcadia.
4050. I t  is the land tha t I  was describing as box forest to the last witness th a t was here ; o you 

know w hether any settlement has taken place there lately or no t?— Yes, I  see selections marked out, and

things give th e  Committee any idea w hat num ber of acres have been selected during the last

m°Dth 4 ^ 2 “  you heard how many acres have been selected f - T h a t  M olkais  not in
of Benalla ; i t  is in the shire of Benalla. I  am not acquainted w ith the su rveys-- bat is the office woik of

h » r 7 g e n L f n y 5 ^  the ne*“hbo“ r 3 , 8 how much of 'that land has been

8deCt1 o 7 4 ^



Mr. k  Brown, 4056. W hat k ind of soil is it ?—Black alluvial deposit, touched w ith lime and sedimentary.
29thAuSis77. 4057. W hat are the trees growing upon it ?— Principally box and stunted red gum.

4058. Is  there much white gum growing there ?— I  do not know of any, I  never saw any of it.
4059. Generally, is your opinion favourable to tha t land for agricultural purposes ?— I  only go by 

w hat I  have been told ; I  am no judge of soil. I  do not know one farm from another scarcely.
4060. B u t from w hat you know, reported to you by farmers in the neighbourhood, it is good wheat- 

producing country ?— I t  was suggested some time ago by a friend of mine in the neighbourhood there, that 
if the Governm ent made main drains throughout this country at sections of say two miles apart, so as to 
enable selectors to drain into them again, the whole of the land would be jum ped at a t once.

4061. In  w inter time is it very w et on account of the crab-holes ?— Yes, and it is a dead level.
4062. A nd  all this lot of w ater could be drained into the G oulburn?— The Goulburn is a long way 

o ff ; it would drain into the adjacent creeks and little  rivulets, and low places.
4063. B y  the H on. N . F itzgerald.— U ntil the last few weeks the selections were very sparse upon 

the land about Molka ?— Yes.
4064. V ery sparse ?— Yes ; very sparse.
4065. You have had a great deal o f experience w ith farmers ?— I  have had no experience.

, 4066. I  mean intercourse w ith them in your professional duties?— Casual conversation ; ju st as I  
came into contact w ith them.

4067. As a class they generally understand their business, and if  this land were of the character you 
described, good agricultural soil, only w anting a very small expense to make it productive, it would not 
have w aited for this railw ay to make them take it up ?— I  do not know anything at all about that.

4068. Do you know in w hat part o f the agricultural area of Molka these selections were made ?— 
T he only selections I  have seen have been a few pegs. T hey had been pegging out during my last two or 
th ree trips in the district.

4069. How far. are those spots w here you saw the pegs from Euroa, or from any station, the nearest 
upon the N orth -E astern  line ?— T he nearest station would be Euroa. I t  would be nine or ten miles away 
from there  down to Muddy Creek.

4070. F rom  th a t point nine or ten miles to E uroa— how far would they be from Shepparton, or 
M urchison, or any station upon the proposed pink line ?— I  do not know where the stations are going to be 
placed.

4071. From  the point where you saw these selections to either M urchison or Shepparton .- About 
seven or eight miles to M urchison.

4072. T hen, practically, the existing railw ay would be as convenient for them as the proposed
railway ?— Ju s t so. .

4073. So th a t the fact of this proposed railw ay coming there cannot have caused those selections t—
I  do not know.

4074. You have said this railw ay runs parallel w ith the three-chain road for a  great many miles .
Yes ; runs upon it.

4075. Is  th a t a made road ?— No.
4076. I t  is only a proclaimed road ?— I t  is the main high road from Shepparton to Muddy Creek.
4077. W hen the flood was on was the road flooded ?— No.
4078. N ot at a single point?— No.
4079. Then the embankm ent w hich the Engineer-in-C hief described as necessary would not be 

necessary at all ?— No ; not a t all, except in low places, and th a t not on account of the floods ; only for the 
m aintenance of our own w orks to keep up the level of the work.

4080. A nd  the line of railw ay would not cost more for m aintenance than the western ? N ot more.
4081. Is  the western ground more liable to floods than the eastern?— No ; they are equal.
4082. Then the cost would be equal ?— Yes, because the ground is equal.
4083. A nd  the overflow of w ater would be as great on the "western side as upon the eastern ? I  am

not aware th a t it overflows anyw here. I  do not know any single point where it does.
4084. You have told us about the back w aters of the creeks?— T he back w ater goes up the creeks; it 

does not inundate the la n d ; none of the surrounding land ; only the river land tha t is between the two 
main banks.

4085. Then, in point of fact, th is railw ay upon the eastern side could run upon the level ground as 
■well as upon the em bankm ent ?— I  said so before.

4086. A re there any other creeks, such th ings as blind creeks upon th is line ?— Yes.
4087. A ny num ber of them ?— Yes ; any number. I  have not counted them.
4088. T here are many ?— I  suppose so.
4089. B ut in m aking the road ?— I  have not made the road. _
4090. A re there no bridges over these blind creeks upon th a t road ?— No, they are not of sufficient 

importance ; our bridges are only over the  main creeks. _ t
4091. H as traffic ever been stopped through the overflow of w ater in these blind creeks ? No, not

tha t I  am aware of.
4092. Could that have happened w ithout your knowing ?— I  th ink  not.
4093. We all know th a t there is a very heavy flow of w ater in those blind creeks? Perhaps, but it

is never complained of.
4094. Is  this road used a t all ?— Yes, it is the main high road from Shepparton to Euroa.
4095. Then it would be a cross-road ?— No, it is the main road.
4096. H ow far would you go down the road before you tu rn  off to E uroa ?— A bout 14 miles.
4097. Then, except these creeks which you describe, there  would be no viaducts or bridges require 

at all upon the E astern  railw ay ?— M r. H iginbotham  told you yesterday tha t there were a few culverts 
required— bridges of a m iner character ; you can hardly call these bridges, they are simply culverts.

4098. I  understand these to be over blind creeks ; now when yon said a  considerable amount o 
drainage (if  th ere  w ere no embankments) would be required, I  understand you to say th a t embankments 
could be got rid  of entirely  in the construction of this line, if  there were a  considerable amount o 
drainage ?— Yes.



4099. Would that be costly ; would the drainage have to be along the whole length of the line?— M r .e .Brown, 

Yes, of course. m X A n .
4100. A t w hat depth ; I  understood you to say th a t the amount of soil thrown up from the drainage 

would make the embankment ?— Yes.
4101. W e have evidence tha t the embankment would have to be 3 fee t?—I  do not think tha t is 

necessary; the 3 feet is no evidence at all, because this survey has not been permanently made, th a t you 
speak of, and there is no estimate of what would be necessary, and 3 feet in one place would not require 
perhaps 6 inches in another, and the average cannot be arrived at.

4102. Then the drainage would add very little to the cost ?— I t  would be a benefit to the road.
4103. A nd not add much to the cost?— By no means.
4104. According to this, this line ought to be made very much cheaper than the line upon the

western side ?— I  do not know anything about the cost on the western side.
4105. Do you think the drainage would be also required upon the western side ?— It is precisely the

same character of country.
4106. You would not require those bridges over the creeks ?— Not that I  am aware of.
4107. B u t you would require two bridges over the G oulburn ?— Yes.
4108. W ould they cost more than the bridges you have described ?— I t  depends upon the length of 

those bridges. I  have said that the estimate of the E ngineer-in-C hief was exaggerated ; I  think the bridges 
are in excess of w hat would be required, as far as the length is concerned.

4109. B ut the bridges over the Goulburn, w hat length would they require to be ?— One bridge was 
stated to be 1800 feet, I  think.

4110. T h a t was on the eastern side ?— No.
4111. W ould the bridges on the eastern side railway over those creeks equal the amount tha t the 

bridges over the Goulburn for the western side of railway would require ?— I  th ink not.
4112. W hat would be the difference, from w hat you know, of the bridges now over the

Goulburn ?—Bridges could be constructed over the G oulburn at a much lower estimate than was stated
yesterday.

4113. A nd you think the cost of the bridges would be equal on each side ?— Yes, I  think so, i f  the 
bridges of the Goulburn were reduced to the minimum length.

4114. I t  would simply be the cost of earthw ork ?— T hat is all.
4115. And you th ink the maintenance of the railway, on the w estern side would be quite as great

as the cost on the eastern ?— I  th ink so.
4116. W ould the piles of those bridges not be liable to decay— must they not be repaired occasionally ?

—After the lapse of years.
4117. A  long num ber of years— red gum would be available ?— Yes, or box.
4118. Practically, th a t would not come to anything ?— No.
4119. B y  the S o n .  J . B a lfo u r .— You have resided in Benalla a considerable time ? Yes, I  have.
4120. Have you resided in the G oulburn Valley a t a ll?—No.
4121. Only visited it ?— Only visited it.
4122. H ave you gone over the two proposed lines ?— No, only a portion of one line.
4123. W hich ?— The Eastern. I  know the eastern side of the river pretty  well, from end

to end.
4124. Do you know the western side ?— No, not from end to end.
4125. You have told us th a t the banks of the river alternate on each side, sometimes high and

sometimes low ?— Yes.
4126. One side is like the other ?— Yes.
4127. Do you know that the pink line keeps much closer to the river than the blue l in e . 1 do 

not know w hich is the eastern and which the western by the color. Do you mean the eastern side or the 
western ^

4128. The pink is the eastern side, the blue line is the western ; the red line is closer to the banks
of the river than the blue one ?— Yes. , i

4129. W ould there not be this difference in the construction, tha t in the blue line there would not be 
the same flats th a t you speak of to go over ?— The flats are not extensive at all the wi est p ace now
is not a mile and a half. _ ,

4130. D o you mean to say th a t the red line never goes over any flats t— 1 do.
4131. N ever ?— N ever. . , 9 T
4132. Then the red line does not go over any flat ground th a t would require to be banked up .

have stated that before. „ , « r. .
4133. Then, if  you are told by the Engineer-in-Chief th a t it requires an average of three

embankment, you do not agree with him ?— No. . . ,
4134. Is  the nature of the land upon the eastern side, as far as you know, similar to the land aboi

B e n a l l a ^ N o ^ k ^ k  is the best ?— Benalla land is considered the best, I  suppose, though there are some 
very fine farms along the eastern side of the line. There are 18 miles of country taken up and under culti­
vation, and have been for some years.

4136. B u t the land east of A rcadia has not been taken up i— JNo.

m s .  tM n lT lo o d  s til  ? - I  would not myself, but I  have been told tha t i t  is very

g°°d voaa district you are the engineer of ? - Y e s ,  an immense

number.
4140. A nd this part of it has its fair share?— Yes.
4141. H ave you ever constructed any railway bridges . a *
4142. Or had anything to do w ith railway work ?—No, not m A ustra la.

T he witness withdrew.



Mr. T. Lancaster, 
39th A ugust 1S77.

M r. Thomas Lancaster examined.
4143. B y  the Chairman.— W hat is your trade or profession ?— Farm er.
4144. W here do you reside ?— Kyabrum  East, on the geodetic to Rochester.
4145. B y  the H on. S ir  C. Sladen.— Is that near to Murchison ?—I am 26 miles from Murchison.
4146. W here abouts is your place ?— I am 28 miles from Rochester, 26 miles from Echuca, 20 from 

Shepparton, 26 from Murchison, and 14 from T atu ra  ; I  am in the back districts th a t are most interested 
for the line upon the w estern side th a t have been very little  talked about.

4147. Have you been long in this country ?— Sixteen years.
4148. L iving in the same locality ?— No, I  lived for eleven years at Lancefield.
4149. How long have you been living in this neighborhood ?— Three years.
4150. You have selected land, I  suppose, in this neighborhood?— Yes.
4151. W here do you go for your letters ?— I  have a loose bag left a t my place.
4152. W hich is the nearest post-office to you ?— W yuna.
4153. W here is th a t?  —  A bout 22 miles from Echuca, on the three-chain road from Echuca to 

Shepparton.
4154. Can you give the Committee any information w ith reference to the subject which we are 

inquiring into now ?— A s a farmer, I  can.
4155. Would you have the goodness to do so ?— I  know a little of both sides of the river, and have 

done for the last seven or eight years.
4156. You know the east side as well as the w est?— I  know a little, of the east side. I  have 

travelled w ith a thrashing machine four or five years ago upon the east side of the Goulburn.
4157. You have some idea of the settlement upon the east side ?—Yes, I  have.
4158. W hat part of the east side have you been to ?— I have been all over it.
4159. H ow far east of Shepparton have you been?— From M urchison to Shepparton, and Shepparton 

to V iolet Town.
4160. Is  there a g reat deal of agricultural population there ?— The chief part of the agricultural 

population is up the Broken River, and a strip not a great distance from the Goulburn River, the largest 
number of the population.

4161. T h at is no great distance from Shepparton ?— No.
4162. B u t you say you went w ith  a thrashing machine from Shepparton to V iolet Town, then there 

is some other agricultural area between those two points ?— I  was not thrashing on tha t side of the river, I  
was thrashing north-east of Shepparton.

4163. W hat information can you give the Committee as to the settlem ent on the east side of the 
G oulburn?— I  know the east side of "the Goulburn, I  w ent there to look for a selection ; I  crossed the 
B roken R iver in the night, and in the m orning the river came down and I  was detained eight days on the 
eastern side, so th a t I  got to look over it well, and I  could not find any th a t I  would select, it is very patchy. 
T here are some good blocks on the eastern side, and there is a very large area that, in my opinion,- never 
will be selected ; it is a white spewy clay, a horse can scarcely travel over it if  it comes a thunder shower. 
I  took a horse one day, but "was obliged to leave"it; this was in 1873.

4164. W as this while you were looking for country to select, was it upon the Broken River? It 
was upon the eastern side, between M urchison and the B roken R iver. I  was all through ICialla.

4165. Between M urchison and Shepparton ?— Yes, on the N orth-E astern  line.
4166. W hat was your furthest point east of the G oulburn when you were looking for land to select? 

— I  was through the whole d istrict up to the N orth-Eastern line, nearly up to Benalla, Major’s Plains and 
Coy’s Ranges.

4167. Did you go through this forest of box, called M olka?— I  did.
4168. W hat sort of land is there ?— I t  is very poor land, the gums spoken about there are large, 

gum swamps scattered about in different parts of the district.
4169. Is  th a t the same kind of land that there is generally between the Goulburn and the North- 

Eastern line ?— No, there  are some patches th a t are very sandy soil.
4170. B etter or wrorse ?— B etter, and there are some patches of good agricultural soil.
4171. Is  this land in the Molka forest as good as the land along the Broken River, at a distance of 

seven, eight, or ten miles east of Shepparton ?— No, it  is not so good.
4172. I  see there is a good slice of land taken up about Shepparton, is th a t the best land in the 

neighborhood ?— Yes, tha t is the best land.
4173. Is  that very  good land ?— I t  is the best of the land.
4174. Is  the land on the east as good as or better than th a t on the west ?— I t  is not to be compaied 

w ith  it.
4175. A re  you speaking of it  now as agricultural land or as for p astu re?— I  speak of it as for 

agriculture.
4176. W hat is about the capability of it, w hat crops of wheat per acre are grown upon that land 

which is taken up in M orangashire ?— From  16 to 30 bushels of w heat.
4177. Is tha t considered a good crop ?— In  a moderate season, the seasons have been rather too dry.
4178. This is all new land ?— I t  is all good land.
4179. For how many years has any of th a t land heen broken up ?— Some of it five or six yeais, 

and some of it only three.
4180. Is  tha t about the average yield during th a t time ?— T he seasons have been very dry since it 

was selected ; the whole of th a t land, about 25,000 acres, was selected in about a month or five weeks.
4181. A nd the average yield of it was from 15 to 25 bushels ?— From  16 to 30 bushels, last season 

it was not so much as that. ' .
4182. Do you happen to know w hat the yield for the same period was upon the east of the Gou - 

burn Valley, to the east o f Shepparton?— I t  was not so much. _ .
4183. How much was i t? — The average was from 10 to 20 bushels. I  have several friends living 

in K ialla that took up selections there.
4184. Then you would th ink  th a t the country upon the Avest side is more valuable than the country 

upon the east ?— I  do.



4185. A nd it  is capable of carrying a larger population ? I t  is
4186. W ould i t  signify very much to the settlem ent to the east of Shepparton whether the railway 

went on the west or on the oast side of the river, as far as the produce is concerned ? _ I  think l e eastern 
side would be well served w ith  railway accommodation if  the railway went on wooto • I -13asteiIJ 
be then the best served of any agricultural settlem ent I  have passed through in the colony*** W°U

4187. Would the population be able to take their produce to Shepparton ?— Kialla* would take it to 
Shepparton and Violet Town. I  believe tw enty-eight miles from Shepparton to Violet Town

4188. Then It,a lia  would ra ther go to Shepparton than Violet Town ? -K ia lIa , that part of it six 
or seven miles of it, would come to Shepparton almost under any circumstances, because of their eettin* 
such a very good bridge across the Broken R iver. " s

4189. W ould it be more convenient for the settlers in Kialla to go to Violet Town than to Murchi-
son ? would any part of the settlem ent on Kialla be easier of access to Violet Town than to Murchison ? 
Yes, I  think so.

4190. Then if  the line w ent upon the west side it would not benefit the population on the east side 
unless they w eie w ithin a few miles of Shepparton ?— I do not th ink they would require it they would 
have railway accommodation. 7 J

4191. But, if  there is any population on the east side, they w ant to get rid of the ir produce the same 
as you do on the west, do not they ?— Yes.

4192 There is a population on the eastern side, opposite to Murchison ?— There is no settlem ent 
there more than 12^ miles from a railw ay station, even if  it came upon the western side.

4193. There is a considerable population on the eastern side, where Murchison* bridge crosses the 
Goulburn ?— I  believe it is only 20 miles to M urchison.

4194. W ould th a t settlem ent prefer to go to Shepparton or to M urchison— they are much closer to 
Murchison ?— P a rt to Shepparton and part to Murchison.

4195. W ould they have any difficulty in crossing the river to get to a railway station upon the 
west ?— They would have the difficulty th a t lias been spoken of— the low place there.

4196. Is  it  the same difficulty th a t the people on the west would have in coming to the east?  Yes.
4197. Is  the population as numerous upon the eastern as upon the western side? Not to be

compared w ith it.
4198. You speak from knowledge ?— I  speak from knowledge.
4199. You have no doubt about it?— I  have no doubt about it.
4200. Is  there a great difference in the num ber of population on the one side and on the other ? A

great difference.
4201. W hat do you suppose is the difference, not taking into consideration at all the Moira, th a t is, 

to the north of Shepparton— w hat quantity  of population do you suppose there is upon the eastern side that 
would take advantage of the G oulburn R iver Valley railway line, supposing it was made upon the eastern 
side ?— More than three to one.

4202. You think you ai e not ovei stating th a t ? No, I  would not overstate i t ;  I  would state it under.
4203. You have had great opportunities of informing yourself upon that ?— I  have. I  was through 

the district on M onday; and I  have been through the district p retty  regularly. °
4204. You know the line is longer upon the one side than upon the o ther?— Yes.
4205. Do you take tha t into consideration— the 2^  or 2 |  miles, whichever it is, longer on the western 

side ; do you th ink that, notw ithstanding that, considering the larger population on the western side, the 
line should be made on the west side, notw ithstanding the difference in length  ?— I  do not th ink it is worth 
consideration ; it would only be three half-pence per ton upon carriage.

4206. Is there any other information you could give the Committee bearing upon the question ?__
Just as to one creek ; it is not the overflow of the G oulburn th a t does the damage upon the east side of the
river ; when the floods are coming down the creeks it gets no outflow from the creeks.

4207. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— You are a practical farmer, I  believe ?— Yes.
4208. H ave been so for years ?— Yes, I  have been brought up one, and my father before me.
4209. You have always been a farm er?— Yes.
4210. We have heard th a t the land upon the eastern side of w hat is called A rcadia has very different 

accounts given of it. W hat is your opinion of the soil?— I t  is very poor ; the great part o f it is very patchy.
4211. Do you consider it  good w heat growing soil ?— I  do not.
4212. W hat is the nature of it ?— A ligh t white spewy soil— a sort of loam.
4213. How far were you from T a tu ra  ?— Fourteen miles.
4214. Is  th a t the centre of the wheat-growing population ?— I t  is.
4215. A s to the blue line, i f  it is constructed, w hich point do you think would be the place that most 

of the produce of the  district would come to ?— T atura.
4216. W ould it be a very large influx of produce?— Very large.
4217. A s large as any station now in V ictoria?— F a r larger than any station now in Victoria.
4218. W e have two petitions before the Council ; one from those who wish the eastern line, and one 

from those who wish the w estern line; and I  have been given to understand that the petition asking for the
eastern line includes signatures from those who live somewhere away in the north-west, th a t is somewhere in
your direction ?— T hat is in the north-east, the other side of Shepparton.

4219. You live to the north-west ?— Yes.
4220. I t  is to the in terest of those living near you that the line should be made to the west ?— Yes.
4221. Is it to the interest of those in the north-east tha t the line should be made to the east ?— I t  

makes no difference.
4222. I f  we have signatures to the petition from the north-east, what inference should we draw  from 

that?—They were told tha t if  it came on the western side the term inus would certainly be at either Tatura 
or Mooroopna, and m ight probably be so for some time ; and tha t is why they signed it.

4223. Your belief is that the reason why the persons on the north-eastern side signed the petition in 
favor of the eastern line was, that because they thought the line would not go any further than Shepparton ? 
—Yes.

4224. But, in point o f fact, it makes no difference to them ?— I  believe even the people of Shepparton 
prefer the western route, Shepparton being the terminus.

R a il w a y s . r



Mr. t.Lancaster, 4225. Only if  Shepparton were not the term inus ?— T hey would.
^t^Au-mus:?. 4226. B y  the H o n . TV. W ilso n .— You are a farmer ?— Yes.

4227. W here is your farm situa te?— A t Iviabram east.
4228. W hat portion of K iabram  is it ?— I  am at the north-east corner, joining north-w est Mooroopna 

on the one hand and K andara and T alieu t on the other.
4229. A re  you on S t. G erm ains or P oru  run ?— St. Germ ains.
4230. N ear N ew foundland ?— No, about five miles from N ewfoundland.
4231. I  suppose th a t it is of very little  moment to you w hether the line goes to the east or to the 

w est ?— I t  is o f g rea t moment ; the eastern side would be ruinous to our d istrict.
4232. In  w hat way ?— I  would like to say, th a t you cannot measure the line by the map. A t the 

present time, if I  am four miles north of Rochester, I  am four miles fu rther from Rochester. The line is all 
fenced in. and we have to take  every road at rig h t angles.

4233. W hen you made your selection you knew R ochester was your only station?— Rochester or Echuca.
4234. R ochester for M elbourne was the only station opened, and the only one likely to be opened ?— 

Sometimes we go to Echuca.
4235. A t the time when you made your selection you knew  no line was projected to T atura  ?— That 

was the  very reason I  w ent upon the eastern side to look for land, on account of the N orth-E astern  line.
4236. A re  you aw are that before th a t Shepparton used to go to Rochester ?— I  was.
4237. How far are you from Shepparton ?— T w enty miles.
4238. A nd in the face of all that, you selected w ith the idea th a t a railw ay would be brought within 

th irteen  or fourteen miles of your selection when you took up the land, and you take up w ith  the knowledge 
th a t a ‘railw ay would come so close to you ?— N o railw ay had ever been m entioned when I  took it up.

4239. To the parties immediately round your locality, T a tu ra  would be an immense advantage ?— Yes.
4240. A re  you aw are th a t there  is selection upon the o ther side of the G oulburn, to the east of 

T a tu ra  ?— Yes, I  know it all.
4241. W ould not th a t be as m uch disadvantage by taking the line to T a tu ra  ?— No.
4242. W hy ?—Because they would be as near the station as I  should, and many of my neighbours 

would be five or six  miles fu rther from T a tu ra  than I  am.
4243. Then the neighbours a few miles fu rther north of you will be very much more disadvantaged by 

a railw ay going to T a tu ra  and not going any fu rther ?— T hey will come from six miles no rth  of me to Tatura.
4244. Suppose tha t the line was to be taken upon the w estern side, in a stra igh t line from Murchison 

to w here it crosses to Shepparton, not m aking th is detour, would th a t be more advantage to you than going 
on the  eastern side ?— I  do not understand.

4245. Y ou see there  is a  g reat bend here ?— I t  w ould be a g reat advantage, because it would come
nearer.

4246. T hen as far as the  selectors about you are concerned, even if  the railw ay came from Murchison 
on the  w est side in a s tra ig h t line, th a t would be of g reater service to you than  the pink line—that you 
would prefer th a t if  you could not get the p ink line fu rther than to the G oulburn ?— W e should be perfectly 
satisfied w ith  it.

4247. Y our sole reason for w ishing the line to make th a t detour to T a tu ra  is,' that it would come 
th ree  or four miles nearer to your selection ?— Yes, o f course.

4248. H ow  far are you from R ochester ?— T w enty-e igh t miles.
4249. A re  you as far as tha t ?— Y es ; they go back as far as four miles north of Rochester, then we 

have to make up th a t four miles by rig h t angles.
4250. T hen  you are tw enty-eigh t miles from Rochester and about tw en ty  miles from Shepparton ?

— Yes.
4251. So th a t in the event o f not ge tting  a railw ay to T a tu ra , would you go to Shepparton or to

M urchison ?— I t  is very like to M urchison.
4252. W hat distance is M urchison from you ?— I t  is tw enty-six  miles to M urchison.
4253. B y  the l io n . J . B a lfo u r .— I  do not know th a t you clearly understand the m atter—I  want to

pu t it  to you distinctly. In  your desire to have a line to T atura, leaving out all personal considerations, is 
i t  for the public in terest to go th e re ? — Yes, for the public in terest to go there.

4254. D id not you answ er me, th a t i f  the line be made to T a tu ra  there would be more produce taken 
th ere  than  to any station in V ictoria ?— Yes, more than to  any two stations.

4255. B y  the H on. R .  S im son .— Is  there  m uch grazing  on e ith er side o f the G oulburn—do they 
graze sheep or cattle much ?— N ot much, only a few ; not many, it  is a new  selection ; it is for agriculture.

4256. Do you consider from your know ledge of the country and o f farm ing th a t the land upon t e 
w estern side of the river is infinitely superior to the land upon the  eastern ?— I  do.

4257. You say the land to the east is a spewy k ind of soil, w here boxes, red  gums, and white gums 
g ro w ? — Yes.

4258. D id you ever see any good land w here w hite gum s grew  in abundance ? I  did not.

T he w itness w ithdrew .

M r. W illiam  T horne exam ined.
Mr. w. Thome, 4259. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S la d e n .— T he shire engineer of Ben alia ju s t  now stated tha t you had

2?th A ugust 1877. laid out a jarge sum 0f  money in building a house som ewhere near to M urchison B ridge ?— Yes.
4260. A nd  th a t you bu ilt it  in a low p a rt ?— I  took the h ighest portion of ground th a t there was.
4261. Is  th a t above the level o f th e  road ?— I t  was ju s t  off the three-chain  road, upon the boundary 

of my allotm ent, w ith  the exception of 8 feet I  left for a balcony and a verandah.
4262. E ig h t feet above the level o f the road ?— No, e igh t out from the  road.
4263. H ow  high is your ground floor above the level of the road ?— F ive feet. . .
4264. A nd  you have lived in th a t neighborhood for some tim e? Y es ; I  have been 11 yeais m

4265. A nd  you are satisfied th a t your ground floor is sufficiently raised above the ordinary flood 
level, or high flood level, th a t you would not be incommoded by floods ? Y es, or I  should not lave 
out so much money upon it as I  have done ; I  have laid  out over £5000.



4266. You are satisfied th a t you m il not be molested by floods?— I dd not think th a t I  shall. M r.w .Thome,
4267. B y  the H on. I I . Cuthhcri.— IIow far do you reside from the bridge at M urchison ?— Six 2̂ h >hw ^x'm i. 

chains from the last span of the bridge to the corner of my ground.
4268. And there is low ground between the bridge and your house ?— There is low ground.
4269. Sometimes tha t is flooded ?—'Yes.
4270. B u t the flood in the deepest would not exceed 6 feet ?— In  the very lowest part in the  time of 

1870 I  saw I  think about 8 feet in the very lowest part— that is, about 3 chains from my door, in the centre 
of the road.

4271. Do you agree w ith w hat other witnesses have said, tha t a road could be easily constructed 
across that that would be safe ?— I  do.

4272. A t the cost of about £900 ?— A t about £800 or £900 ; not to exceed £900.
4273. M ust the road be made, no m atter which side the railway is made upon ?— I t  must be made 

for the w inter season.
4274. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— IIow  long have you been occupying the house?— I  commenced 

it in 1871, and it was several years lying idle, because I  had another house in the township.
4275. There was a flood in 1872"?— Yes, but not so high as the other flood by several feet,
4276. You have had no experience of floods?— Yes, I  have.
4277. No big floods ?— No, but I  lived on the opposite side of the river while the house was being built.
4278. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— The house is an ho tel?—rAn hotel and store.
4279. B y  the H on. J . P . B ea r.— You have seen it 8 feet over the  road ?— Only in one little spot,ja,

short space.
T he witness withdrew.

S c h e d u l e  3 .

D U N O L L Y  A N D  S t . A R N A U D  R A IL W A Y .

W illiam  G-regson Couchman examined.
4280. B y  the Chairm an.— W hat are you ?— A  surveyor.
4281. W here do you reside ?— Dunolly.
4282. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— You  are prepared to give some information as to the proposed 

line of railw ay between Dunolly and St. A rnaud  ?— Yes.
4283. You are acquainted w ith the whole line between Dunolly and St. A rnaud ? Yes.
4284. A nd wdth all the country on either side ?— Yes.
4285. You know nothing of the survey of the  line ?— I  know nothing of the survey whatever.
4286. I  believe you are an authorized surveyor under the L and  A ct ?— Yes.
4287. A nd through that you know a g reat deal of the country, I  suppose ?— I  know the whole of it,
4288. You have surveyed a great deal of it for the selectors ?— I  surveyed a great deal of the 

country, both for the M ining D epartm ent and for the Lands D epartm ent.
4289. W here is the principal centre of population in the neighbourhood of the line between Dunolly 

and St. A rnaud ?—Betw een B ealiba and Dunolly and the north-east.
4290. Is  th a t anywhere near to Dunolly ?— T en miles ; w ithin a radius of ten miles.
4291. Tow ards M oliagul ?— Yes, tow ards Moliagul. . .
4292. Is  there  much population there ?— I  could not exactly say the ex ten t o f the population, but it

is pretty thickly populated. . . . ,,
4293. T here is a considerable population there ?— There is a considerable population there. ^
4294. W hat is the nature of the population, as far as their industries go ? Mining and agricultural.
4295. W hich principally ?— A n equal amount, I  should say.
4296. A nd are they  interm ixed ?— T hey are interm ixed.
4297. A nd w ith in  w hat distance will this agricultural laud and those mines be from the nearest

noint of the line ?— T hey  come close up to the line. . ,
4298. A nd  w hat distance do they extend now from it ?— They extend to a great distance to the north

and east, a long distance outside of ten miles. . ,. ,
4299. Could you form some idea of the population ?— I could not give a very correct estimate. _
4300. I  suppose we must make some estimate. I  suppose it  would be impossible for anyone to give 

the actual figures, for we have no actual— nothing like a census, bu t some rough estimate some guies 
sufficient for a comparison w ith any other population ?— I should th ink between 2000 and 3000.

4301. H ave they been settled there  for a long time ?— Yes, a num ber ol years.
4302. I t  is a permanent settlem ent?— Yes.

4304! WhUffiVp ^ u H t io ^ e^ h i^ ^ i^ d u s try ,  would be likely to give the most custom to the railway, 
the mining or the agriculture ?— T he agricultural at first, and mining ultim ately, I  think.

4305. U ltim ately  ?— Yes.

f m .  that it will ultimately -B e c a u s e  it is a likely-looking country

for tmnmg.^ ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  occ„pied as a mining country for some time ? - I t  has.
4309. W hat is the nature of the mines there ?— Quaitz and alluvial.
4310  A nd are they yielding there now at the present time . I  es.
4 3 1 1 * And you think it likely that that industry will be developed a great deal mo e .

4 3 I 3 : a n d ‘n o h f .T u t the line h e s  not run  exactly

east “ “ ^ o T i i lw a y  appears to run about north-west and south-east ? -Y e s , the population is

to the north-east.



'V' % , S r n r  , 43+15- A ° d then t0 south on the opposite side of the line, w hat population w ithin the same
29th August is??, distance, ten miles— tha t will be to the south-w est ?— Yes.

3 hat is the. population there ?— T h at is exclusive of the town of Dunolly, I  suppose ?
4317. le s ,  exclusive of the town of D unolly ?— F ive hundred, I  should think.
4318. W ithin  what distance will th a t be?— Ten miles.
4319. A nd w hat parishes or localities will th a t take in, would you say ?— Arclidale, Barp, Bet-bet

and a portion of N a tte  Yallock. ’
432°. T h a t is 3500 so f a r ; and then, when we get to Bealiba, you have not included that population 

have you ?— I  have included a portion of Bealiba. ’
4321. Then, going on beyond Bealiba and Kooroc ?— IIow  far am I  to extend— to St. Arnaud or 

any fixed point ? . ,
4322. W herever population is, if  you could lay down certain localities w here the population is it 

would be better, perhaps— we had better be content w ith taking Kooroc ?— Bealiba to the Avoca River 
where the A voca R iver crosses the line. ’

4323. I t  crosses the river in Kooroc ?— I t  crosses the riv er in Kooroc.
4324. Is  there  much population there  ?— No, there is very little  population from Bealiba to the river
4325. A bout how much ?— A bout 200, I  should th ink.
4326. T h a t is in Kooroc ?—Yes.
4327. A nd in Bealiba ? T h a t is in Bealiba and Kooroc, tha t portion tha t I  have mentioned.
4328. A nd between Kooroc and St. A rnaud, w hat is there ?— Am  I  to include both sides of the liue 

or only one ? ’
4329. You had better take, I  th ink , th a t which is in easy reach of the line ?— On both sides ?
4330. On both sides ?— Yes, not including the tow nship of St. A rnaud.
4331. N o t including the township of S t. A rnaud ?— Say 300.
4332. T h a t makes about 4000 altogether, does it not ?— Yes, about 4000.
4333. H ave you any know ledge of the am ount of produce w hich is sent away from those_localities ?_

I  have no knowledge of i t  myself.
4334. You can speak as to the character of the country on either side of the river, beo-innin°- from 

D unolly ?— Yes. &
4335. Painsw ick, Barp, and A rch dale, is th a t all good laud ?— A  portion of it is very fair land, 

some o f it is rangey. ’
4336. W hich is rangey ?— T here  is a range of hills running between M oliagul, and Bealiba, and

M ount Hooglie, it  is one continuous range, and there are spurs from the range running through that
country. &

4337. T h a t is not the best country for ag ricu lture  th e re ? — N ot immediately about the range, but 
th e re  are small settlem ents.

4338. T hat is principally w here the mining is, is it not ?— Yes, principally where the mining is.
4339. W hat is the land south of the line, A rchdale and Bealiba ?— V ery good agricultural land, a 

portion of it. A rchdale  includes a portion of the A voca Valley.
4340. T h a t is ra ther rich  country, is it not ?— Yes.
4341. W hat is B arp  ?— B arp is rangey in parts ; this range of hills th a t I  spoke of runs through it.
4342. Then the whole of A rchdale and N a tte  Yallock are on the flat, are they ?— T hey are.
4343. A nd Kooroc, w hat is th a t ?— Kooroc is a portion of the Avoca V alley, also.
4344. Is  th a t rich country, too ?— Yes, a g rea t portion of i t ; in some parts it is sandy.
4345. I t  has been occupied for agricultural purposes ?— Yes, a g reat part o f it is selected.
4346. Is  the soil fruitful and fertile ?— Yes, very  good in parts.
4347. W hat crops do they  get ?— W heat, about tw enty  to tw enty-five bushels is the average.
4348. L ast year ?— I  could not say w hat the average was last year, i t  was an unfavorable season.
4349. T he year before ?— A bout tw enty  to tw enty-five bushels, in favorable seasons.
4350. H ow  much land, do you suppose in Kooroc, is under agricu lture  ?— T here is not a great deal 

under agriculture ; at the present it is newly selected, most of it.
4351. Since w hen ?— T he last four or five years, I  think.
4352. T h a t is some time to occupy w ithout cultivating, is it not— w hat is done w ith it ?— There are 

portions of i t  cultivated.
4353. A nd th a t w hich is not cultivated ?— They graze over it.
4354. Is  it  good grazing land ?— Yes, very good.
4355. A bout what stock to the acre will it carry— w hat is it occupied by— is it  occupied by sheep 

or cattle, or w hat ?— You can hardly say it is fairly stocked ; it  is not fairly stocked by the owners and the 
selectors, you could hard ly  give an estim ate.

4356. Is  any portion of it used ?— I  may say that a good portion of th a t in Kooroc is purchased.
4357. Do you mean to say, purchased in contradistinction to selected ?— Yes.
4358. In  w hat size blocks ?— I  th ink  M r. C hirnside has a block of between 3000 or 4000 acres.
4359. In  Kooroc ?— In  Kooroc.
4360. W hich are used for pastoral purposes ?— F o r pastoral purposes.
4361. Is  th a t to  the north  or to the  south of the  line ?— I t  is both sides o f the  river.
4362. B u t on both sides of the proposed line of railw ay ?— T he proposed line runs through it.
4363. T hen  w hat quantity  of land is there  in A rchdale under cultivation ?— I  could not say exactly 

the quantity , bu t it  is more in A rchdale than in Kooroc.
4364. A n d  it is better land, is it  not ?— No, I  could not say th a t the land is better— it is somewhat

similar.
4365. W here is the  principal ag ricu ltu ra l settlem ent— I  though t there was a g reat agricultural 

settlem ent in the Avoca V alley ?— T he principal settlem ent is from the C herry T ree Creek down to Archdale, 
and then from Kooroc to the north  down the Avoca.

4366. Then, in fact, the th ickest part of the population appears to be about Moliagul ?— Y e s ; 
between M oliagul and T arnagulla.

4367. Is  there  any great quantity  of cultivation there ?— Yes, in M urphy’s F lat, which is a portion 
of the agricultural area of Moliagul.



4368. Could you form any idea of the quantity of land under cultivation th e re?— I  should think w.a.coudmum,
about 3000 acres. 29thAu^st,i877

4369. A nd would there  bo a considerable amount of produce from there ?— Yes.
4370. T hat produce at present goes to Duiiolly, I  suppose ?— The greater portion of it.
4371. Have you any information which lias enabled you to express an opinion as to the  quantity  of 

the produce?— The land is of a sim ilar character to that in the Avoca Valley ; it is, I  should th ink , about 
equal to i t ; and 1 think the average crop is about from fifteen to tw enty bushels to the acre— tw enty 
bushels about in a good season.

4372. We w ant ra ther w hat the bulk is tha t comes to Dunolly ?— I  could not say that.
4373. Then th a t portion of the country in the neighborhood of Moliagul would not be benefited by 

any railw ay, I suppose, bu t this running from D unolly?— No.
4374. B ut, in point of fact., they are situated in relation to Dunolly so tha t they can get rid of their 

produce to m arket— where would the ir m arket be?— W ithout D unolly?
4375. W ould the m arket be at Dunolly ?— T he m arket would be a t Dunolly— yes.
4376. Or coastwise, I  suppose?— Coastwise— that is Sandhurst.
4377. So that it would not be a very great inconvenience to the  population in the neighborhood of

Moliagul if the line did not go from Dunolly to St. A rnaud ?— N ot immediately a t M oliagul, the next
nearest station Avould be a t Goldsborough.

4378.' W here abouts is th a t? — About four miles and a h a lf  from D unolly— th at is a mining township.
4379. You have included the population in there, I  suppose, in the population th a t you estimated

at about 3000 ?— T here  about Dunolly— yes. *
4380. I  mean to say that, so far as those 3000 are concerned, it would not be any very serious evil 

to them if  the railw ay were continuous from Dunolly to St. A rnaud, would it  ?— They would have the 
advantage of a  station a t Bealiba, a great num ber of them.

4381. B u t th a t would not be any convenience to those anywhere in the neighborhood of M oliagul, 
would it ?—In  the neighborhood of M oliagul— n o ; bu t some of the  population of th a t 3000 are further to 
west— on the Cochrane’s Creek.

4382. T h a t is almost north of Bealiba ?— Almost north  of Bealiba.
4383. H ow long since this line of railw ay has been projected from D unolly to S t. A rnaud ?— I

suppose, nearly two years.
4384. H as any of this population been induced to settle here in expectation o f th is railw ay being- 

made ?—I  th ink not.
4385. T hey were settled previously ?— Most of them .
4386. Then I  gather from you th a t the population betw een Dunolly and St. A rnaud, not including 

the populations of those two towns, w hich will enjoy the benefit of a line joining D unolly w ith St. Arnaud, 
is about 4000 people altogether ?— A bout 4000— that is a rough estim ate.

4387. Is  there any other inform ation in connection w ith this line th a t you would wish to give to the 
Committee ?— I  do not know w hether I  can give any fu rther information.

4388. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— A re you thoroughly acquainted w ith all the country through 
which the proposed lines of railw ay are intended to run  ?— Yes.

4389. B y  the H o n . N . F itzg era ld .— Lines of ra ilw a y ” the Honorable M r. C uthbert says— I  
understand there  are th ree  projected lines upon the map ?— Yes.

4390. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— T hen the railw ay I  suppose to be constructed chiefly for the 
convenience of those parties residing a t St. A rnaud and beyond S t. A rnaud  ?— I  should th ink  so.

4391. I f  there  were no settlem ent beyond St. A rnaud, it would scarcely be a paying line to construct 
it either by Dunolly, Avoca, or M aryborough ?—-I th in k  not.

4392. Do you know th e  line called “  the tria l line ”  surveyed from A voca to S t. A rnaud  via  Red
Bank and S tu a rt M ill ?— Yes.

4393. T h a t is indicated upon the plan before you ?— T h at is indicated upon the plan before me.
4394. H ave you a copy of the same plan as I  have?— I  have a copy of i t  here.
4395. W hat would be the distance of th a t line— is it  correctly indicated upon the map th irty-seven

miles and a quarter ?— \_Fhe w itness scaled the distance upon the map.~\ A bout th irty-seven miles.
4396. I t  is pu t upon the  map th irty -seven  miles and a quarter, you believe th a t to be coirect ?— Yes.
4397. N ow  would th a t line be easy of construction ?— I  th ink  not.
4398. W h at difficulties would be in the way of constructing th a t line ? I t  passes over so many

spurs running from the Pyrenees. . .
4399. W hereabouts would it cross the  spurs of the Pyrenees ?— Commencing a t W arrenm ang, 

through R ed B ank on to S tuart Mill, on to Carapooee, and on the other side of Carapooee Creek again,
you may say, almost to St. A rnaud.

4400. W ould it  be a cheap line to m aintain ?— No, I  th ink  not.
4401. You th in k  it would be costly ?— Yes.
4402. W hy ?— On account of the grad ien ts being so steep.
4403. W ould there be very  steep gradients along there ?— I  should th ink  so. ^
4404. N ow  to th e  west of th a t line is the settlem ent of people very lim ited . I t  is.
4405. On the other side, on the east side, the people on the east-any  ra, way accommodation near 

them ’—They have already the Avoca station, which would accommodate the people so fai as Natte lallock,
that is, w ith in  a ten  mile rad ius—ten miles from Avoca. . . ,

4406. I suppose that would include Homebush also ?— There is a station already at Home •
4407! And will the people along there he served by the line to D u n o U y ’-A v o ca , Homebush, and

Dunolly would serve the people th ere  on th a t line of lailw ay.
4408. T here  is another line, I  th ink, tha t is proposed, is there n o t. le s .
4409. Is  th a t a stra igh t line ?— I t  has never b e e n  surveyed.
4410 That has never been surveyed ?— Not that I am aware of. . 4.1 + u f 1Till I do not know that I  need trouble you with any question relative to that, as it has not been

surveyed t would be only extending this inquiry to an interminable length and do no good; I  therefore will 
not Z k you  anyquestions about that line. I  will now take the hue from Dunolly to St Arnaud What 
would bey?he?envth of that l in e - I  see the survey trial line is put here at thirty miles and one-eighth, and 
at number four i f  is thirty-three and one-eighth miles ’— That is the distance about.
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4412. You believe th a t to be correct ?— I  believe th a t to be correct.
4413. Now starting  at Dunolly and going on to Bealiba, w hat kind of country would the line have 

to pass through?— T here is one range to pass over, th a t is, the range of hills I  was speaking of before 
between Moliagal and Bealiba, th a t is the only difficulty in the way, and tha t is very small.

4414. The rest of the country, is it hilly or level?— I t  is comparatively level all the way.
4415. T hen from Bealiba w hat is the nex t town you come to—Emu, is it ?— Emu.
4416. How would the line run  then ?—F la t the whole way up the Avoca Valley.
4417. A long the  eastern valley?— E astern  valley— yes.
4418. Close to the river ?— T he greatest distance is near Bealiba, which is two miles and a half from 

the river.
4419. A nd then on to the termination of St. Arnaud, w hat kind of a line would it be ?—T hat is 

tolerably flat country, and there are no difficulties in the way there I  think.
4420. Now  taking a radius of ten miles from the proposed route on the west side, is there much 

settlem ent there ?— W hat portion of the line ?
4421. T ake it from Dunolly up to our first starting point, up to Bealiba— is there much settlement 

from Dunolly to Bealiba ?— The most of the settlem ent is upon the Avoca River and Archdale and Natte 
Yallock. A rchdale and N atte  Yallock are on the east side of the Avoca River.

4422. F o r ten miles the people along the bank of the river there would be accommodated by this 
line ?— They would be accommodated by Bealiba.

4423. On the eastern side, w hat agricultural areas are embraced w ithin an equal radius of ten
miles ? There is a great deal of purchased land, th a t I  spoke of, of M r. Chirnside’s, and there is other
purchased land beyond Cochrane’s Creek— the Bealiba pre-em ptive right.

4424. A re there any townships there th a t would be served by th is?— Yes, there are the townships of 
B urke’s F la t, Moliagul, Tunstalls, Orville, M cIn tyre’s, Tarnagulla, W aanyarra, B erlin— would that be 
included— and Goldsborough, Berlin, and Goldsborough ; but B erlin  is pu t outside the ten-mile radius, 
and then there is Goldsborough.

4425. I  think you say on the eastern side there is a good deal of settlem ent for about 18 miles ?— 
On which portion of the Avoca River ; which part do you refer to ?

4426. I  th ink where the line runs close to the river beyond Bealiba ?— To the south or north of the
line ?

4427. I  will take it either way ; take it north  or south ?— There is a great deal of settlement both 
north and south.

4428. Generally, I  m ight ask you the question, from Dunolly to St. A rnaud is the country fairly 
settled ?— Yes, it  is fairly se ttled ; the most barren part is th a t to the  south-w est of the line beyond 
ICooroc.

4429. T aking the two lines, the Avoca line and the Dunolly line, which would confer the greatest 
benefit on the greatest num ber of people ?— The Dunolly line, th a t is as far as the line traverses, as to the 
country it traverses through.

4430. I f  this line to Dunolly be adopted then, will it serve S t. A rnaud better than if the Avoca line 
be adopted ?— I  th ink so.

4430a . B ut how would it serve them ?— I t  would give them  more direct communication to Sandhurst, 
th a t is one thing.

4431. T h at is one m a rk e t; they would get, I  suppose, a more direct communication w ith Castle- 
maine ?— Yes, w ith Castlemaine.

4432. A nd also M elbourne?— Yes.
4433. Is it possible to shorten that line at all which has been surveyed to Dunolly ?— The line that 

has been surveyed— that is the first tria l line ?
4434. Yes ?— I t  may be shortened, and I  believe w ill be by the line w hich leaves it— called the 

M ajor’s Line— about 2 miles to the w est o f Em u ; it  will leave the tria l line about 2 miles west of Emu.
4435. Is  th a t alteration indicated upon the  plan at all ?— I  have it  indicated upon the plan I  have

here.
4436. How  m uch would th a t reduce the length  of the line ?— A bout a mile.
4437. One mile ?— I t  is an easier country.
4438. Do you know w hether th a t is included in  the  deviation provided for in the Bill ?— Yes, it is; 

the greatest distance it will be from the tria l line will be about two miles.
4439. My attention is called to this, bu t the lim it o f deviation is five m iles?— Yes.
4440. W ould th a t come w ithin it ?— Yes, th a t would come w ith in  it.
4441. A nd the effect of adopting your suggestion would be to reduce the distance still more, to make 

the distance shorter by a mile ?— Yes, I  believe th a t is the intention.
4442. T here  is a straight line, a very direct line, running from St. A rnaud  to Avoca, shown on this 

plan, as if  a ru ler were pu t at one point and ju s t  a line draw n ?— I  have it  draw n here, but I  am not sure if 
it has ever been surveyed.

4443. Do you th ink  it  w ill be possible to construct th a t lin e?— N ot w ithout deviating it to a 
considerable extent.

4444. A nd these deviations th a t you th ink necessary, would they  alter the  length of the line 
much ?— I  should think four or five miles. .

4445. T hey would make the line longer than this new stra igh t line, as I  m ight term  it thirty-nine
miles and three-quarters ?— A bout t h a t ; of course I  could not say exactly.

4446. W hat kind of gradients would be necessary in the construction of th a t line ?—I  could not say, 
never having made a survey of it.

4447. Do you th ink  it  would be g reater than  upon the Dunolly line, from your knowledge of t le 
country ?— I  th ink so, unless the  cuttings were very m uch heavier.

4448. H ave you formed any general estimate of w hat either of the lines could be constructed at pci 
mile ?— No.

4449. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— This A voca V alley line, m arked as a straigh t line, you say you are
not aware has been surveyed ?— No. . , ,

4450. H ave you ever passed over the ground ?— I  do not th ink  it  would be possible to pass ovei t a 
stra igh t line unless you w ere on foot.



4151. Do you know the country through which this straight line is meant to pass, upon the map ?—
I  know the country about there generally ; I  have never followed the line.

4452. Not exactly ; but I  suppose tha t you are very well acquainted w ith the whole of this district ? 
— Yes.

4453. A nd you know very well what is meant by the Avoca V alley?—I  know what is meant by 
this line, called the Avoca Valley line.

4454. From your general knowledge there are more steep gradients than they have on the Avoca 
surveyed line, between Avoca and St. A rnaud ; which of those is the one which has the most engineering 
difficulties ?— I think there is not much to choose between them.

4455. You described the land there and the spurs that would have to be passed by the Avoca sur­
veyed line ; I  think you named five upon this line?— Yes.

4456. Do not those spurs run off as you go down into the valley ?— This line is not in the valley ; 
those spurs continue across the line.

4457. A t the same height as they do upon the circuitous route round by S tuart Mill ?—I  think 
they are higher in parts ; there is one place called Hawkins’s Mount, near the end of one of the spurs.

4458. Then you do not consider it a correct name to give it, to call it the Avoca Valley Line ?— 
Certainly n o t ; it is not in the valley a t all.

4459. Is it a fair designation to give it— the Avoca Valley line ?— I  think not.
4460. You think there are quite as many difficulties as upon the line round by S tuart M ill?—I 

think there is not much to choose between them.
4461. W hich is the best do you th ink?— I could not say.
4462. You know the country?— I  know the country.
4463. Looking at th a t map you have in your hand, would you say on what part of it is the greatest 

population settled ?— W ithin a radius of 10 miles from Avoca.
4464. Then I  suppose N atte  Yallock, Rathscar, and up to Archdale, are the places where the largest 

settlement has taken place ?— Yes.
4465. Supposing you could construct this line, marked in a straight line as if  by a ruler, as level 

and as easily as th a t one round by Dunolly to St. Arnaud, it would convenience the largest number of 
people ?— I  do not th ink so.

4466. Is  it not nearer to those places you have mentioned ?— Yes ; but there is a greater population
on the north of the Dunolly line.

4467. Then upon this map there is not a t all tha t population ?—I  do not know if  it is on tha t map.
4468. T he map you have in your hand ; looking at th a t may I  ask you, will you say th a t the largest 

population is settled, as I  understood you to say, w ithin a radius of 16 miles from Avoca ?— I  thought you
were speaking of the straight line.

4469. No ; the map ?— I th ink the greatest population is upon the direct line.
4470. L arger than R athscar and N atte Yallock ?— Yes. ,

1 4471. W here is the population settled ; how far now?— W ithin a radius of 10 miles of the line. 
4471a . W here is your centre tha t you draw your radius from. W hat particular part o f  the country 

has the largest population— take a point on the Dunolly line, and take a radius from th a t point ? Say fiom 
Goldsborough.

4472. W here is tha t— in Painsw ick ?—In  Painswick. ^
4473. T en miles radius from about Painswick there would give you the largest population . 1 think so.
4474. T hen it is p re tty  well accommodated by the station at Dunolly ; how far is Goldsborough

from Dunolly ?— About 4 miles. _ _ >
4475. I t  has a railway station and a railway within 4 miles ? Yes.
4476. Then there is a large population at N atte Yallock, I  understood you to say . xes.
4477. How far is N atte Y allock ?—I t  is an agricultural district round there.
4478. T ake the largest population of i t ; how far is it from Dunolly ?— The largest population is at 

^  6 4479. W hat is the thickest settled part of N atte Yallock, and how far is it from any existing rail-
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4480. I  understood you to say that there was a large population there, just now ?—I was looking at 

the map, and taking the parish boundary and taking in Bolerch as well. I  just notice now that there is a

parish boundary• & population upon the A v o c a  Valley, taking the Avoca itself as a guide
as.it runs, is there not a large population settled ? -T h e  greatest population settled would be upon the
Cherry-tree Creek, and in that direction.

4482 Where abouts is that ?—Upon the west side of the Avoca. , .
4483' Between Red Bank and the Avoca ?—Down the Avoca Valley, and nearer the river.

'• 4484. From where the population is alongside the Cherry-tree Creek how far is it at F esent>
rmmh way, to a railway station?—If you take,the centre of it it is about eleven miles from Avoca.

° 4 4 0 x About eleven miles from Avoca ?—Between eleven and twelve miles. „ . ,
« 8 6  ? < T h a v e g l “ n your opinion as to the gradients upon the surveyed line * »  A ™ , to 

St. Arnaud, and the probable gradients on the unsurveyed line,what is your opinion^comp „

Mount Moliagul and Mount Bealiba. Avoca Valiev line ?—I think so ; and4487. Would there be any gradients as steep as that upon the Avoca v y
steeper The cuttings wotid be heav too _  ^  you tUink ? - I  think so.

4489*. D o  y o u  see where the propped Avoca Valley line ? - Y « .
4490. And you see where the line crosses theAvocaijom  u y e bridge?—That I  could
4491. Which do you think would require the largest and most expen& g

"0t say'4492 Do you know whether ballast could be found convenient to the line called the Avoca Valley 
line from your knowledge of the country ?— Yes ; I think it could.
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4494. Then regarding tim ber for the construction of the line, sleepers, and so forth, would there be 

a g reater facility for getting it upon the Avoca line, or between Dunolly and St. A rnaud ?— I  think there is 
plenty of tim ber on both lines.

4495. Suitable tim ber ?— I  th ink  so.
4496. N othing to choose between them ?— V ery little.
4497. W hich has the preference for tim ber ?— T here m ight be a little on the Avoca Valley line as

far as tim ber is concerned.
4498. Is  there  any difficulty as to the soundness of the country for the construction of a line ?— I  

think the Avoca Valley line may get the ground sounder for the construction of a line.
4499. I  understood th a t there was a proposition at one time to make a line from M aryborough to 

St. A rnaud, and tha t was reported in favor of by the G overnm ent E ngineer before the  line was made from 
M aryborough to D unolly or to A voca ?— Yes ; 1 heard of that.

4500. Supposing there  had been no line from M aryborough to Dunolly or to Avoca, would tha t line 
have served the general population beside and the requirem ents of the country ?— Yes ; I  think so as far as 
the  country itse lf th a t it passes through goes, but I  could hardly  say th a t either on account of the country 
north of D unolly. T here  is a large population there  which th a t line would not serve.

4501. Still there is a large population in th a t valley, too. Supposing there was no line to Dunolly, 
and none to Avoca, and it were open at this moment to decide, w hich would you have given your opinion 
for as the best line to construct there, the d irect line from M aryborough to Avoca, or to go round by 
D unolly ?— The direct line from M aryborough to Avoca.

4502. I  should say M aryborough to St. A rnaud, or going round by Dunolly to St. A rnaud, which
would have been the best, tak ing  all the interests of the country into consideration ?— I  would go by
Dunolly th e n .

4503. You said ju st now, in answer to the Honorable M r. C uthbert, th a t the surveyed line marked 
upon the m ap from Avoca to St. Arnaud was a little over thirty-seven miles ?— Yes.

4504. T h a t the stra igh t line through the Avoca Valley is called 33 miles and a fraction, but that in 
consequence of deviations th a t would be necessary it would be considerably longer ? Yes.

4505. I  think you said about 39 miles ?— I  th ink about that.
4506. Look at th a t map, and say if  you th ink such deviation would be necessary, tha t the Avoca

Valley line would be actually longer than the line going round by S tuart M ill— do. you see tha t one is
marked 37 miles 27 chains— do you th ink the Avoca Valley would be longer, considering th a t you have no 
townships to go round by, w ith any alterations you would necessarily make ?— I  th ink I  should have to go 
round 4 or 5 miles ; tha t is ju s t a rough estimate of mine, I  could not say exactly.

4507. You do not say 39— you do not th ink it would be a longer line ?— I  th ink the deviations would
be about 4 or 5 miles.

4508. Looking at the line, and knowing the country as you do, do you th ink the Avoca Valley lme, 
w ith any necessary deviations, yrould come to be longer than  the surveyed line ? No ; I  think about the 
same distance.

4509. I t  would not be longer than 37 miles 20 chains ?— No.
4510. W here do you think would be the engineering difficulties upon this Avoca line th a t would be 

greater than Bealiba ?— Between Strathfillan Creek and C herry-tree Creek, and betw een Strathfillan
Creek again and St. A rnaud.

4511. One of the  chief difficulties would lie between Strathfillan Creek and S t. A rnaud  ?— Yes.
4512. A t present the surveyed line from Em u to St. A rnaud, coming from Dunolly, presents some

difficulties, does it not ?— Yes.
4513. As great a difficulty as betw een Strathfillan Creek and St. A rnaud  on the Avoca line ?—

A bout the same.
4514. Then you propose to get over th a t difficulty upon th e  D unolly line ?— Yes.
4515. B u t you have not got that surveyed y e t ?— I  believe they are surveying it  now.
4516. You expect to get over the difficulty ?— Yes.
4517. A nd you th ink th a t is the only way of getting  over it  on th e  Avoca line ?— I  do not know ; 

tha t has not been tried ; it would make the line longer.
4518. Does it make it longer than the Dunolly line?— No, it shortens it.
4519. B y a m ile?— By a mile.
4520. Do not you think it is possible to shorten it upon the  o ther line too?— No, I  do not think so.
4521. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— W hat is the difference betw een Bealiba and Avoca ?—D ire c t.
4522. D irect, I  mean to Bealiba on the  proposed line ?— \_The w itness scaled the distance upon a 

plan.']— Oh, Avoca, you have to go round by M aryborough.
4523. I  am not speaking of railw ay— the straight line, as the  crow flies, across the  co u n try . About

2 1  miles. , . , ,
4524. A nd judging from this map, the bulk of the settlem ent seems to have taken place about upon

the line stra igh t up the A voca?— Yes. e .
4525. Then, assuming th a t there  is a station at Bealiba and there is one at Avoca, no person on that

line would be more than 10 miles from a station ?— No.
4526. On the other hand, you state th a t settlem ent has taken place to the north  ot B ealiba. xes.
4527. To a considerable ex ten t ?— Yes.
4528. S till following up the Avoca V alley ?— Yes. _ _
4529. A nd this same station at Bealiba would accommodate i t  10 miles north  . l e s .  .
4530. T h e  resu lt of th a t would be, tha t you would have 30 miles settled, no point of which would 

have more than 10 miles to go to a railw ay ?— No. < >
4531. Ten miles north and 10 miles south w ould come to Bealiba station ? Yes. ^
4532. I  see upon the map th a t there  is a blank between Dunolly and A rchdale , is t  ere no se

ment there ’ Ves, th ere  is considerable settlem ent there .  ̂ ,, ,, « .r,-
4 5 3 3  not m arked upon this map, Is  th e re  more settlem ent there  than  to e nor

line ?— No, there is more to the north ,



4534. T he whole of th a t settlem ent, north and south taking it in thn i „ i
10 miles parallel lines north and south would be accommodated by th a t Dunolly line ?— Yes ^  ^

4535. W hile sim ilar lines parallel to the Avoca line would be accommodated by stations on th a t line 29fch Aueusfc 1877'
In  other words, tak ing  the whole of th a t part enclosed by the St. A rnaud  and Dunolly line and away round
to Avoca, no p a it o f th a t country would be more than 10 miles from a station ?— V ery little of it and I
think, none of it. J v U1 tAUU’ x

4536. A nd certainly none of it  tha t has been settled ?— None of it tha t has been settled • no
4537. Assum ing, on the o ther hand, tha t the line is made from Avoca to St. A rn au d ’ w hat effect 

would that have upon the settlem ent 10 miles north of the Dunolly lin e ; would not that throw  it somethin*- 
like> an aveiage of 20 miles from a station ?— I t  would throw  a lot of it a long distance from a station, th a t 
is the Cochiane s C ieek and up to Burke s F l a t ; a lot of that country is settled. A ll tha t would be a Ion*- wav 
from a station. °  ‘ J

4538. T aking  the line from A voca to St. A rnaud, it would not very much benefit the settlement in 
and around Avoca, but would seriously inconvenience settlem ent north o f Bealiba ? Yes.

„ Tr ‘ tbei'e rL\ ucJ1 settlem ent again south of the proposed line— w here there is a blank, south-west
of Kooroc r— iNo ; th a t is barren  sandy country.

4540. T hen th a t cannot enter into the question at all of either the Avoca to St. A rnaud line or the 
Dunolly to St. A rnaud  line?— No.

4541. In  fact, there is nothing to accommodate ?— No.
t y4542’ N °r  likely t0 be No J the ranges come in there. I t  is sandy country and rangey

4543. U nsuitable for settlem ent ?— U nsuitable for settlem ent.
4544. B u t, even i f  it  were capable of settlement, it could be ju s t  as easily accommodated by the 

line from D unolly as by the  d irect line from A voca?— I t  would be all w ithin 10 miles.
4545. H ow far up the  Avoca V alley, north  of Kooroc, does settlem ent extend ?— F o r miles, I  could 

not say how m any miles. I t  goes beyond C harlton.
4546. W hat is the distance to C harlton ?— I  could not say exactly now. T h irty  or 40 miles. I t  

goes down beyond t h a t ; it opens out into extensive plains.
4547. T hen  assuming— as we have it in  evidence before us in connection w ith the Goulburn Valley 

line, tha t traffic is b rought to a railw ay station from 20 to 25 miles away— assuming tha t as a fact, as it is 
given in evidence, and applying the  same rule, there  is a tract of country from 20 to 25 miles settled now 
north of the line that could find its way down to the Dunolly line ?— Yes.

4548. B y  the H on. N .  F itzgera ld .— From  the tenor of your evidence, I  presume you are equally 
well acquainted w ith  all' the portions o f the  country w ithin the lines on this map ?— Yes.

4549. Your official duties have given you opportunities of judging  th a t country as well as the
other ?— Yes.

4550. B y  the H on . J . A . TVallace.—-Y o u  say there is a great deal o f mining upon the line from
Dunolly to St. A rnaud ?— T here has been, and is some m ining now.

4551. A lluvial mining ?— N o t much alluvial m ining— it is shallow.
4552. You say there  is a  g reat difficulty in getting  ballast?— I  referred to tha t portion from the Em u 

to St. Arnaud.
4553. W hat sort of ballast could be got ?— A lluvial quartz gravel.
4554. There should be no difficulty in getting  ballast from the tailings?— You could get it from both

ends of the line, bu t not immediately upon the line— th at is w hat I  mean.
T h e  w itness withdreio.

M r. Thom as Sanderson examined.
4555. B y  the Chairm an.— W hat is your trade or profession ?— Sheep farmer. Mr.t. Sanderson,
4556. W here ?— A t A rchdale. 29t̂  August 1877.
4557. B y  the H on. S ir  C. Sladen.— Y ou are prepared to give the Committee some information w ith 

reference to this line of railw ay between Dunolly and S t. A rnaud ?— I  am.
4558. A nd also I  suppose w ith reference to the line between Avoca and St. A rnaud  ?—I  have got a 

thorough knowledge of all th a t country.
4559. H ave you been living in th is neighbourhood any length of time ?— I  have been living there 

nearly tw enty years.
4560. You are then thoroughly acquainted w ith  all the country ?— I  am thoroughly acquainted w ith 

all the country ; in fact I  occupy most o f it, a t least I  did.
4561. W hat distance are you from the line of railw ay between Dunolly and St. A rnaud ?— The 

nearest point will be about three miles.
4562. South of the line ?— South of the line.
4563. Is  th a t a th ickly  populated neighborhood ?—Yes.
4564. A n agricultural settlem ent ?— Yes.
4565. W hat quantity  of population is th ere  in A rchdale— that is the name of an agricultural area, is 

it not ?— Yes, A rchdale is the name of an agricultural area ; the most of the land has been selected, I  have 
only got about 2000 acres left upon th e  run.

4566. T h a t is to say the land you previously held has been selected ?—Yes.
4567. A bout w hat is the population surrounding you in Archdale ?— Bealiba is w ithin four miles and 

a half of my place. In  Bealiba there are upw ards of 600 people, and Archdale, I  th ink, 200 within the 
agricultural area.

4568. A nd A rch dale joins up to N atte  Yallock, I  think ?— Yes.
4569. Is  there  much settlem ent there ?— Yes ; in fact, the land is all taken up.
4570. Is  th a t the  th ickest part of the population, in N atte Y allock?—No, it  is not the thickest p a r t ;

Natte Yallock proper is the th ickest p a r t ;  the township has more population than there is scattered over the 
area of N atte  Yallock.

4571. T h a t is occupied by agricultural selectors, is it not ?— Yes ; w hat is not occupied by selectors 
has been purchased.

B a jl w a t s . s



4572. W hereabouts is the g reater part of the population situate th a t would be specially benefited 
by the line between Dunolly and S t. A rnaud  ?— T h at would be the townships commencing from the 
Goldsborougli to about four miles north, then I  come to M ount Moliagul township and to Orville, from thence 
to  W ehla, there to M cIn ty re’s, B u rk e’s F la t, Tarnagulla, W aanyarra and M urphy’s F la t.

4573. T h a t is all to the north of the line ?— To the north there is a population w ithin ten miles of 
the proposed line of upw ards of 3000 people.

4574. T h a t is from M oliagul eastward to Bealiba ?— M oliagul N orth.
4575. Towards Bealiba?— Yes, towards Bealiba.
4576. Is  it  west o f Bealiba ?— N orth  of Bealiba.
4577. Do you comprise any area west of Bealiba ?— No, I  do not touch that.
4578. Is  there  any population again w est of Bealiba— on the north side of Bealiba ?— There is a 

little , in the parish of Dalyenong.
4579. Does that jo in  Kooroc, or is it near K ooroc?— No, it joins Kooroc.
4580. T he names are not down in the map ?— No, they are not clearly shown in the map. •
4581. B u t I  was looking north of the line, I  see it is south of the line?— I  beg your pardon, I  

understood you were asking me w hat settlem ent there  was west of Bealiba.
4582. Yes, but north  of the line ?— I  did not understand th a t— [a map was handed to the witness']— 

th ere  would be Kooroc, and Synnots, and to the w est o f tha t there  is no settlem ent— it' is all scrubby 
broken ranges.

4 5 8 3 . T h a t is between there and S t. A rnaud ?— Yes. ' .
4584. A nd what amount of population is there to the north and west of Bealiba ?— To the west of 

Bealiba there is little  or no population.
4585. V ery  little  is there ?— V ery  l i t t le ; it  being scrubby country not fit for settlement. .
4586. Then, in fact, the great mass of the population is at Bealiba and M oliagul ?— No, not quite. ■:
4587. Then w h ere?— A t W ehla, B urke’s F lat, and Synnots. 1
4588. A nd which direction is th a t ?— T h at will be north-north-w est.
4589. T he g rea t mass of population is taking tv circle from Bealiba to the north of Moliagul and

down to Dunolly ?— Yes.
4590. A bout ten  miles generally to the  north of the line?— Y es, generally, upon the average.
4591. A nd is there any population within ten miles of the  population south, anything approaching 

tha t in num bers?— No, not half the  num bers, in f a c t ; the easiest way to prove th a t is the returns from the 
S tate  schools.

4592. T hen you know the country, of course, south of St. A rnaud and down to Avoca ?—Yes.
4593. W hat is the population through there  ?— I t  is nearly  all settled— it is all settled.
4594. Could you give any rough estimate of w hat you suppose to be the amount of population between 

A rchdale and Avoca ?— I  do not know ; I  should th ink 300 people. B u t do you mean the Avoca township?
4595. Taking N atte  Y allock? W ould you be kind enough to confine yourself to N atte  Yallock ?— 

Yes, if  you please, I  would understand that better.
4596. T ake N atte  Y allock ?— To N atte  Yallock, I  think the population would be about fifty people.
4597. Is  th a t a ll?— Yes, confining yourself to the  east bank of the river.
4598. Is  there more settlem ent on the east than  on the w est ?— No, I  should th ink there is more on

the  west.
4599. How  m uch is there upon the w est ?— I  should th ink  about the same number— about a hundred 

altogether.
4600. Could you form any estim ate o f the quantity o f land th a t is under cultivation there ?—Yes if 

w e confine our line to N a tte  Yallock ; not to go beyond the  line to N a tte  Yallock, I  th ink there would be 
upw ards of seven hundred acres under cultivation.

4601. E ast, is there any o ther cultivation betw een N atte  Yallock and A voca?— Yes, more cultivation 
there than in any other part of th is ro u te ; all th a t land is cultivated, and it  is well served by the railway at 
the  present time.

4602. W hat distance is i t  from N atte  Y allock to Avoca.?— Tw elve miles.
4603. I  suppose the produce goes that way now ?— T he produce either goes to Avoca station or to 

Bong Bong.
4604. W here about is th a t ?— T h at is Homebush.
4605. T here  is a station somewhere near there ?— N atte  Y allock has got a station twelve miles from

the township, another one eight miles, another one eighteen miles, and another seventeen miles.
4606. You know the A voca Valley ?— I  know the A voca Valley well.
4607. You know the surveyed line which has been surveyed there ?—-I am not aware of any 

surveyed line.
4608. T he surveyed line to the  west of the Pyrenees ?—Yes, I  know that well.
4609. Is  there any population along there  ?— V ery  little  indeed.
4610. V ery  little ?— V ery little.
4611. E ith e r east or w est ?— Yes, there  is east.
4612. I  mean to say is there  very  little  on either side ?— N o t much. ^
4613. B u t there is more on the  east side ?— Yes, to the west it is all ranges ; it  is the Pyrenees, the 

north  end of the Pyrenees, w hich consists o f nothing else but spurs from the main range. I  have occupied 
th a t country for over eighteen years, and on the M ount T eddington run  I  have only lost th iee  liundie acres 
during all tha t time, so I  th ink  th a t is a good indication th a t the country is little  or no use.

4614. You find you are left w ith  the w orst land ?— I  find I  am left w ith  the worst land unfortunately.
4615. You know the line th a t has been spoken of along the A voca V alley to the  east side of this 

range ?— Yes, I  noticed it  upon the plan. O f course crows can fly straight, bu t railw ays cannot go over 
ranges. T h a t line is laid down straigh t upon the plan, bu t it is physically impossible to take it t  at iou e.

4616. Is  there any hindrance ?— Yes, a  very great hindrance mdeed.
4617. W hat is there  ?— W e w ill commence from allotm ent 24 in the  parish of Moreislc.
4618. W here is that, north  or south ?— B etw een M oreisk and Dalyenong, allotm ent 24.  ̂ ^
4619. South of M oreisk ?— Y es, starting  from th a t point, the line goes th rough i t ;  it is not 

m arked here.



4620. T he line goes through the south w est corner of 24 ?— Yes. ■ Mr.t.Sanderson,
4621. Is  th a t the point you mean ?— Yes. 29thfAugu^i877.
4622. Is there any difficulty th ere?— A fte r you leave the line and go north-w est you come into 

broken ranges ; you continue those broken ranges until you come to Hawkins’s Mount.
4623. Is  th a t near Redbank ?— No ; th a t is towards S tuart Mill.
4624. B u t we are talk ing  now of the direct line to the Avoca V alley ; bu t th a t leaves S tuart M ill 

considerably to the  west, does it not ?— Yes ; about three miles to the west.
4625. Is  it near S tuart Mill tha t the difficulty is?— I t  is about three miles or three miles and a half 

east of Stuart M ill, there is a large m ount th a t divides the waters from Strathlillan Creek to H aw kins’s 
Creek ; they are tributaries of the Avoca, bu t the one joins the Avoca about twelve miles south of the other.
The other goes into M ajor’s line, and, before you can get over that country, you must get over a  very steep 
range indeed.

4626. W hat depth of cutting would th a t involve ?— A  great depth of cutting. I f  they do not make 
a cutting there, there  m ust be a great deviation.

4627. To avoid th a t spur ?— To avoid tha t spur. A nd then  they m ust tu rn  at righ t angles to cross 
the Strathfillan Creek.

4628. W hat do you suppose the elevation of this spur to be  above the level of the line going directly 
through it ?— I  th ink  about 100 feet.

4629. Is  th a t ab ru p t?— Yes.
4630. On both sides ?— On both sides.
4631. Then it would not involve a very long cu tting?— Yes, a considerable cutting ; it would cost a 

lot of money to do it.
4632. Is  that the principal difficulty upon that line ?— T hat is the  principal.
4633. Is  it otherwise fairly level ?— No ; i t  is rangey country all the way to St. A rnaud, except

about two miles w hich is fairly le v e l; but more than th a t there  would not be.
4634. A t present how does all this country running from Bealiba to Avoca send its produce now—  

partly to Dunolly and partly  to Avoca, I  take it ?— No, nearly all to Dunolly ; and all the  grain goes to 
Dunolly— I  may say all.

4635. A nd from  N atte  Y allock ?— T h at goes to Avoca, most of it.
4636. T hen Avoca and Dunolly pretty  well divide the produce from this trac t which runs up between

Avoca and Bealiba ?— I  th ink  so ; fairly so.
4637. T here  is no great distance for either of them  to go, is there?— No great distance for either to go.
4638. I  gather from your evidence th a t you th ink  th a t the line from D unolly to St. A rnaud would 

be preferable to the line from A voca to S t. A rnaud ?— N ot the shadow of a doubt about it.
4639. T h a t is due to the  large population to the north  w hich would be unrepresented if  the line ran 

from Avoca ?— Yes. I  have got a  few statistics.
4640. W ill you have the kindness to lay them  before the Committee ?— Yes. Selections w ithin ten 

miles of the northern  side of the  proposed line of railw ay betw een Dunolly and St. A rnaud approxim ately : 
number of selectors, 590 ; num ber of acres selected, 83,600.

4641. W here is th a t? — T h a t is upon the northern side of the proposed line.
4642. A bout M oliagul and so on?— Yes, and tow ard Richmond Plain, Synnots, and so forth. Those 

statistics I  got from the departm ent w ith in  the last few days.
4643. T h a t is w est of th e  line running to the north  from Dunolly ?— T h at is lower down the Avoca

Valley, more to  the north . .
4644. I t  is to the  north and west of Dunolly ?— Yes. T h a t num ber of acres does not include one single 

acre of purchased land. O f course there  are m any thousand acres o f purchased land which I  left out entirely.
4645. W hy do you leave th a t out ?— I t  is generally understood that people w ith  large estates should

not be accommodated in this country.
4646. Is  i t  to be understood then, th a t if  large estates come between a large population and a m arket 

they are to be shu t out from that m arket altogether ?— U nder present circumstances, I  thought it would be
just as well to leave it  out, so I  left it  out. .

4647 Perhaps you would have the kindness to give the Committee the benefit of w hat information 
you have a s ‘to w hat th a t consists o f ?— T he purchased land I  th ink  would be from 15,000 to 20,000 acres.

4648. Does the railw ay ru n  any way near tha t ?— Yes, the railw ay runs th rough a portion of it, only
a portion of it, a  small portion. „ . 0

4649. I  though t j t  was not the ru le for railw ays to run  through purchased property of th a t sort .
That is a question I  cannot answer. _ ,_______,1  .

4650. Surely  if  the  railw ay runs th rough an estate of th a t kind you can be under no hesitation abort
giving the quantity  o f land in the neighborhood and the character of it - 11 _ ai es> rnon  ̂  nrps •
stand me. T he largest estate th a t it  runs through here is M r. Chirnside s ; th a t is only oOOO or 6000 acies ,
the others are 1000 or 2000 acres, as the case may be. , wAT.A , 1in

4651. Y ou suppress the 1000 and 2000 ?— T he reason I  did th a t is, th a t the statistics weie b ot up
hurriedly, and w e coSld approach the selected land easier than  the purchased land, because the purchased 
land has been divided so much th a t it would take too long to get up. . - , ■

4652. Do you conceive th a t it is the general policy of the  country to
for selectors only, the policy to exclude all those who have purchased a t auction . I  do not t . .

4653 I th o iv rh t from th e  exceptions you made th a t yon m ight have some rdea of th a t k m d - th a t  
would not be quite fair would it ?— N o ; I  believe the railways are made not for one but for the many.

4654 N o-doubt about it ; I  th ink all adm it th a t ?— W ith  your permission I  will go on. Selections 
within ten miles on the southern side of the proposed line fr om Dunolly to St. A rnaud, number of selectois,
630 ; num ber of acres selected, 77,970.

4655. South of the line ?— South of the line.

4657 ^ o ^ y o if  ^  betwe'en Kooroc and Avoca ? - T h a t  is including N atte

Yallock, is cultivated out o f the 77,000 a c r e s ? -

A  large quantity  of land is cultivated.



Mr.T Sanderson, 4659. I  understood you ju s t now to say th a t N atte Yallock has only about 500 acres, cultivated
20th Augustis?7. there ?— Then I  come to Archdale, Barp, and the Bet Bet.

4660. A  great deal is cultivated in Barp, is there no t?—Y es, those are all our districts.
4661. B u t you could hardly say that Barp would be affected by the line from Dunolly to St. Arnaud • 

it is contiguous to Dunolly ; it is w ithin a stone’s throw  from Dunolly, is it no t?— The main raime in 
Bealiba divides the waters in B arp ; it  is both sides of the  range ; so I  think by the extension'of a ‘railway 
we have a perfect rig h t to include it. This is w ithin ten miles of the proposed line. ‘

4662. Is there one ton of produce raised from B arp which would be carried by railway to Dunollv ? 
— No, I  do not think so.

4663. Then w hat is the use of introducing tha t ?— I  am simply giving you a radius within ten miles 
of the starting point.

4664. I t  is w ithin ten miles of Dunolly, but th a t would not affect the traffic of this new railway at 
all ?— No.

4665. Then I  do not see the use of introducing it at all. I  can understand introducing laud a 
considerable distance to the north, such as you have described about Bealiba, that in fact affects the°railway, 
as it brings produce to it, but Barp will not bring one ton of produce to this line as I  understand it. Now 
whereabouts exactly is this 70,000 acres that have been selected south of the line ?—I t  is taken from the 
parishes of N atte Yallock, Archdale, Barp, and Bealiba, portion of Bealiba, Dalyenong, Moreisk. I  think 
tha t is all the parishes.

4666. Would the produce from the whole of that be carried along the line between St. Arnaud and 
Dunolly ?— The greater portion would.

4667. W hat quantity is selected in Barp ?— I  have only got the figures in round numbers ; I  could 
not divide the various sections or parishes.

4668. I  understand you to say that the largest agricultural settlem ent was in Barp, that is the reason 
I  ask you the question. Is  there more selected in B arp than there is selected in Archdale and Natte 
Yallock ? Yes, you think there is ?— Yes, I  am sure of it.

4669. W ould there be 20,000 acres selected there ?— I  do not think so.
f 4670. N ot so much ?— No.

4671. Would there be a third, do you think, of the 70,000 ?— I  do not th ink so.
4672. A  fourth ?— I should think about a fifth, as near as I  could guess on a rough calculation.
4673. Will you proceed with the information you were reading ?— Yes. T hat is all the information 

upon that m atter. T he next th ing I  will trea t about is the railw ay returns from the 1st of January to the 
30th of Ju n e  1877.

4674. W here was that re tu rn  made u p ?—T his re turn  was made up from the department this 
morning. I  went to the Railway departm ent and got this.

4675. Made up at the central railway station here ?— Yes ; and it is guaranteed to be strictly correct 
to a penny.

4676. Does th a t comprise passenger and goods traffic ?— Yes.
4677. From where ?— I  will commence from Dunolly. These are the receipts. The money that has 

been received a t the Dunolly railway station, from the 1st of January  to the 30th of June, is this— number 
of passengers, 6379.

4678. B oth ways or one way ?— I t  is one way.
4679. Only one way ?— Only one way. This is w hat they received the money from.
4680. U p or down traffic ?— Down traffic. The amount of passenger fares, £1268 Is. 6d. Goods 

traffic outwards, 4104 tons ; receipts from that, £1598. Goods traffic inwards, 2590 tons ; receipts from 
ditto, £4483, m aking the total receipts £7349 Is. 6d.

4681. T h a t is for six months ?— T hat is for six months.
4682. Traffic one way ?— Traffic one way. T his is the absolute money th a t has been received at

the station at Dunolly— cash received there.
4683. Is tha t the goods traffic both out and in ?— This is the receipts. O f course tha t will be the 

money received at the Dunolly office.
4684. T ha t will be the up traffic ?— T hat will be both. F o r instance, as the passengers leave, the

Railway departm ent in all cases receive cash before you get into a carriage, but w ith goods you pay at the
■end of the journey ; so against goods it will be different. T he money for goods sent from Dunolly will be 
received here.

4685. I t  is the passengers one way and the goods the other ?— I t  is the passengers one way and the 
goods the other.

4686. B y  the H on . R . Sim son.— You said goods out ?— I  will read it again. Then I  will read it 
against the Avoca re tu rns upon the same scale. Avoca.— Num ber of passengers, 4261-^ ; amount of 
passenger fares, £669 4s. 9d. Goods traffic outwards, 2 2 13 tons ; receipts from ditto, £1030 2s. Receipts 
from goods traffic inwards, £2397 2s. Total receipts from Avoca, £4096 5s. Id., against £7349 Is. 6d.
the Dunolly line ; excess of receipts in favor of Dunolly, £3252 16s. 5d. In  short, our receipts from
Dunolly are something like 80 per cent, more than they are from Avoca ; and our line is something like 
thirteen miles and the Avoca is sixteen miles long, I  believe.

4687. I  do not quite understand that ?— The line from M aryborough to Dunolly is about thirteen 
miles long, and the one from. M aryborough to Avoca is about sixteen, consequently the Dunolly line shows 
upon paper 100 per cent, more than the other does.

4688. A re  you aware w hether the traffic from St. Arnaud generally comes to Dunolly at the present 
time ?— Yes, it must do, I  think.

4689. I t  does not go to Avoca ?— No, I  am not aware of it.
4690. W hich route do you suppose offers the greatest facilities for road carriage at the present time? 

— I  should think decidedly Dunolly.
4691. The distance is about the same ?— The distance is much shorter.
4692. A re the roads equally good ?— Some people think one road is better one way and the other the

other.
4693. Some of the traffic goes both "ways ?— There is not a shadow of a doubt about it. O f course 

those receipts show it.



4694. I-Iave you any further statistical information which you could give to the Committee ?— Yes, Mr.T.sandorson 
in a commercial point of view, I  m ight say a little with reference to a connection between the two towns ; coniinued ’ 
that is from Dunolly to Beal,ha and from Bealiba to St. A rnaud. I  m ight mention, in a commercial poinj 29th Auguat 1877' 
of view, the Dunolly people are very much identified with the St. A rnaud people, and not only w ith St.
Arnaud, but w ith the progress of settlement there. I  can vouch for these facts, that one m erchant alone has 
purchased upwards of 20,000 bags of wheat, the produce of the intermediate places from Dunolly to St 
Arnaud, and from St. A rnaud to the plains, and it is to the enterprise of that particular gentleman in a o-reat 
measure that there are so many selectors now upon the plains owe their success ; and previous to hi no* and 
others going up there and opening out the market, the selectors were losing from four pence to sixpence a 
bushel ; and those buyers going into the m arket were principally the means of the selectors gettiim from 
four pence to sixpence a bushel more than they previously had done. T hat is one thing I can speak very 
positively about. °

4696. How will tha t affect the m atter— you say tha t there are commercial relations now existing 
between the two places ?— 1 look upon it in this way, that these gentlemen in Dunolly that had the spirit 
and capital to assist the selectors up there have been a great convenience ; and some time ago, during the 
late McCulloch adm inistration, when they spoke of trying to get a railway from Avoca to Dunolly, we were 
trying to get an extension from Dunolly to St. A rnaud; and it was an indisputable fact that these gentlemen 
going up there, and investing large sums of money to assist selectors to carry out the conditions of the 
Land Act, a great many people owe their success to the enterprise of those gentlemen from Dunolly. In  
fact, taking the township of Dunolly, I  can speak from facts tha t have come under my own notice this last
two years, that they do more business in the town of Dunolly in one week than they do in the Avoca__
including Moonambel, Bed Bank, S tuart Mill, and all those places— in a whole month.

4696. Dunolly more in a week than they do in a whole month ?— They do more in the week than 
Avoca does in the month.

4697. B y  the H o n . S ir  C. S laden .— Then there is no doubt in your own mind tha t it would be a
much more profitable line to unite Dunolly w ith St. A rnaud than uniting Avoca w ith St. Arnaud ? My
mind is perfectly clear upon tha t point.

4698. B y  the l io n . J . B a lfo u r .— You have given some evidence with regard to the nature of this 
line, which has been surveyed between Avoca and St. A rnaud ?— Yes.

4699. T h a t line was surveyed some years ago ?— I  have not been asked a single question about the 
Avoca line to St. A rnaud.

4700. I  recall to you th a t you spoke as I  understood ?— T hat was the Avoca Valley line.
4701. I  understood you to speak of th a t— however, I  will ask you— you know this line ?— I  know 

the line well.
4702. You know the line from Avoca to St. A rnaud th a t has been surveyed?— Yes.
4703. I t  was surveyed some time ago ?— Yes.
4704. Do you know why it was surveyed in this direction, as shown upon the plan— why the con­

nection between Avoca and St. A rnaud  at that time was brought round in the way shown upon the plan?—
It was a trial survey ; it was a tria l made by interest in the department. I  had nothing at all to do 
with it.

4705. O f course not— was it  do you think to bring the line past certain digging townships— S tuart
Mill, Red Bank, and so on ?— I  should th ink so.

4706. Those are not now very im portant places ?— No, they are now places of the past.
4707. A nd  there are no persons a t the present moment proposing to carry the line from Avoca to 

St. Arnaud by th a t old line ?— I th ink every man th a t has got a residence and 4 or 5 acres of land is very 
anxious to get a railway to it.

4708. A re  you aware th a t the House has nothing before it  in regard to tha t line, though we have 
petitions in favor of the Avoca Valley line ?—I  do not know, I  am sure.

4709. A re  you aware th a t the persons resident about Red Bank and S tuart Mill adhere to the Avoca
Valley line, and prefer it to any other proposed ?— I  have not heard of it.

4710. So that, though it would bring the line a little  nearer to their houses, they prefer the Avoca
Valley line ?—Yes, I  th ink they are satisfied.

4711. Then we w ill consider the tria l survey one of the things of the past, we will not go into i t ; we
will confine ourselves to the two lines surveyed, the one the Avoca Valley line, the other the line between 
Dunolly and St. A rnaud. N ow as to the Avoca Valley line, you know the ground ?— Yes, as it is laid down 
upon the plan as near as possible.

4712. You consider it a very difficult line to construct ?— Yes, from the point I  fixed upon the plan.
4713. W ill you look upon the plan and tell me if  there is a road marked somewhat parallel w ith the

line?— Yes, the three-chain road.
4714. Do you see tha t there ?—Yes.
4715. H ave you been over i t? — Yes, many a time.
4716. You know i t ? —Yes.
4717. W hat sort of a  road is i t ; is it steep and full of gradients ?— I t  is a rough, scrubby, rangey

road.
4718. W here do the scrubby and rangey parts commence ?— A bout one mile north-west of that

selection, the  corner num ber 24.
' 4719. B u t upon the whole, from Avoca up to nearly Dalyenong, the road does not present any great 

engineering difficulties, does it ?— From  that selection to the Avoca none whatever.
4720. Is  it pretty  level ?— V ery level. .
4721. From  that selection to Dalyenong, does it contain difficulties ?— Yes, broken ranges.
4722. B u t nothing very serious in the way of engineering difficulties ?—I f  it goes to the west of the 

mount, which I  am not very clear about— it is so laid down here.
4723. I  am speaking of the three-chain road, does it present anything very difficult?— No ; the road

does not go past the mount.
4724. I  speak of the road, nothing else. As a road, does it present any great engineering difficulties

to Dalyenong ?— No. _
4725. So th a t taking th a t road as a guide from Avoca to Dalyenong, it is not a very difficult

road ?— No.



4726. N othing like Bealiba ?— There is only one difficulty where there would he a cutting, or even a 
middling gradient in Bealiba, and th a t is crossing Bealiha.

4727. M r. Couchman has told us th a t there  is a series of engineering difficulties ?— They are not
serious.

4728. T h a t is a m atter of term s— is there anything between Avoca and  Dalyenong like i t? —No, not 
on this line on the  three-chain road.

4729. T hen  the difficulty commences north  of Dalyenong ?— Yes.
4730. T h a t is th e  greater p a rt o f the line is p re tty  good, is it no t?— No ; the whole of tha t line

commencing from Dalyenong is simply nothing else than a netw ork of broken ranges.
4731. South of D alyenong it  is not so ?— Yes, bu t not so much.
4732. S till I  th ink  you said th a t there was no great engineering difficulty in constructing a line from 

A voca to D alyenong ?— From  th a t selection number 24, r ig h t into St. A rnaud, you have simply a network 
of broken ranges.

4733. H ow does th a t correspond w ith  your answ er which you gave to me ju s t now, tha t from the 
selection num ber 24, there was nothing of very serious difficulty notw ithstanding the scrubby ranges ?—  
T h a t is not a  very  serious difficulty. .M y rem ark refers simply from num ber 24 to south of Dalyenong.

4734. T hen from Avoca to D alyenong there  is no serious difficulty ?— No.
- 4735. N ow you speak of a certain population about N a tte  Yallock and a certain amount of cultivation

there  ?— Yes. t
4736. B u t you specially confined yourself to the eastern side of N a tte  Yallock in your statistics ?— Yes.
4737. Could you give us any idea of the population in the agricultural area of N atte  Yallock altogether, 

not confining yourself to one side of the riv er ?— I  should th ink i t  is 300 people.
4738. T here  are only fifty on the east side ?— Yes.
4739. W hat quantity  of land have these 300 people do you th ink  ?— T hey m ight perhaps have 10,000

acres.
4740. In  speaking of the population to  be benefited by the line from D unolly you took in a popu­

lation settled a t B arp  and B et-B et in your statistics ?— N ot the people.
4741. Well, you stated tha t there  were 630 persons w ithin a certain  radius and 77,000 acres. You 

spoke of a radius th a t you told us included B arp and B et-B et ?— Yes.
4742. W hat has B et-B et got to do w ith  the line from D unolly to St. A rnaud ? W ould any part of 

the produce from B et-B et, coming south, go upon any p a rt of the line betw een Dunolly and St. Arnaud ?
I  do not th ink  there would be much.

4743. W ould there  be a single ounce ?— Yes.
4744. T h a t would go north  of D unolly in order to go south again ?— I t  m ust you know from the 

position of the place.
4745. I t  m ust ?— I t  m ight.
4746. I  do not see th a t B et-B et has anything to do w ith  the  discussion o f the line between 

D unolly and St. A rn a u d ; I  th ink  you see th a t yourself. W ould there  be suitable tim ber do you think 
upon the Avoca V alley line for the construction of a railw ay ?— I  th ink  so.

4747. W ould there  be as much and as suitable tim ber as upon the line between Dunolly and St.
A rnaud ?— J u s t  about the same.

4748. W hich would have the most ? Do I  understand th a t there  are a good many ranges upon the 
Dunolly line ?— O f course there is far more unoccupied country in the Avoca Valley ; there is little or no 
selection to the w est of th a t especially— there  is none a t all.

4749. T hen there is more suitable tim ber upon the  Avoca V alley line ?— I  almost think there
would be. e

4750. A nd regarding ballast, where would be the ballast ?— I  th ink  the D unolly line would have the
best description.

4751. W hich would have the most ?— T he Dunolly line.
4752. W ould not a g reat deal of ballast, good suitable ballast, be got from Red Bank and those old

deserted diggings from th e  mines ?— Yes, plenty, and any am ount.
4753. A nd good ballast?— A nd any amount, bu t it is some distance to the A voca Valley line ; but

on the other hand it is a very short distance to the D unolly line.
4754. W here would you get it  upon the D unolly line?— I t  will s ta r t a t Goldsborough.
4755. W hat sort is i t  ?— B roken quartz, small. _ .
4756. F a r  from the line ?— W ith in  five chains of it. T hen  I  come to Bealiba, we get it dnect 

upon the line there again, and from there  to the  E m u any quan tity  and all quartz.
4757. T here would be a good deal o f cu tting  about Bealiba ?— Scarcely any.
4758. H ow  do you get over the  range ?— T h a t is some distance from Bealiba.
4759. I t  is called Bealiba upon the plan ?— T h at is the only cu tting  of any consequence there.
4760. There is an engineering difficulty there  ?— Y es, some. _ .
4761. You would get the ballast in consequence of m aking the cutting ? You would use it o

ways. v. ? T
4762. W hich do you th ink  is the soundest country of the  two routes to make a line through .

should th ink  decidedly the Dunolly line is the  soundest. „ T
4763. I f  you heard M r. Couchman say th a t the other line was, you w ould not agree w ith him .

decidedly do not. I  have ridden over th a t country for tw enty  years.
4764. W hat sort of produce is grow n chiefly in th is d istric t ?— W heat, oats, barley, and hay.
4765. Is  i t  a  good w heat grow ing country ?— Yes, very good returns indeed.
4766. W hichever way the  line is made a good deal o f produce would be brought to the line . 

doubt of it.
4767. Is  it  a good root-growing country ?— I  do not th ink  it  is.
4768. T hey do not grow  m uch potatoes ?—No. r  f
4769. W here do they get th e ir potatoes from ?— Bungaree, and we get them  a t present e iverec 

Bealiba a t £3  5s. a ton. ...
4770. H ow  do they come ?— B y railw ay to D unolly, and from D unolly we cart them  to  ̂ ea 1 a*
4771. I f  there  was a line, as far as St. A rnaud  is concerned, would it  not be m uch quic er o g 

there  from A voca ?— I  th in k  it  would be longer.



4772. According to the map here, there is a large district down by Learm onth and th a t way, that Mr.t.Sanderson,
supplies potatoes to the north-east parts here, is there not ?— From St. A rnaud to B allarat via  Dunolly is 29thCAuguTt*i877.
81 miles, by Avoca 87.

4473. Y es— I  am not speaking of B allarat— I  am quite aware it is a longer distance from B allarat 
to St. A rnaud by Avoca than by Dunolly ; but it is not B allarat itself that produces these, hut the Learmonth 
district?— 1 think they have given up growing anything there n o w ; it is all sheep farming principally.

4774. T h a t is a mistake— but, in the mean time, you state th a t the potatoes and root crops of that 
kind come to the d istrict from Bullarook and Dunolly ?— Yes ; and one thing I  would say I  have not touched 
upon yet, and tha t is, you have not asked many questions as to the resources of the country west of any of 
these proposed lines— west of any of them — there is nothing else bu t a network of ranges righ t down to 
the W im m era; on th a t portion no settlem ent exists at all.

4775. B y the H on. I t .  S im son .— W est of the lines ?— W est of the whole of them. T he range con­
tinues north-w est of the A m phitheatre righ t down to G len Logi.

4776. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— You spoke of the ranges and difficulties th a t occur after Dalyenong
to St. A rnaud  ?— Yes.

4777. W ill you look a t the trial line from Dunolly line to S t. A rnaud— you see tha t from Kooroc it
approaches close to the valley line and soon becomes the same— they meet together ? Yes.

4778. Then there  would be the same difficulties in the path of either line ? No.
4779. They join ?— No. T here  has been another survey made.
4780. B eing made now ?— N o ; I  believe it is finished. T here  is a deviation east on to the Majoi s 

line, which takes the tu rn  th rough flat country— quite flat, and nearly all settled— w hich makes the line one 
mile shorter ; in fact, I  am rig h t in saying th a t it is finished.
' 4781. I t  is not the line, however, th a t is called the trial survey line ?— No.

4782. B y  the H on. R .  Sim son .— You have been a settler for a long time upon the proposed line of
railw ay?— U pon the w estern side—I  have been there for eighteen years. _

4783. Do these statistics th a t you have given, taken from the Railway departm ent, coincide exactly 
with your own views in this m atter— that was the  embodiment of your own views as an old settler m  the
neighborhood ?— Yes. . „

4784. You say tha t, to the  w est of either of these lines, there is very little  settlem ent after passing
a certain po in t?— None at all.

4785. N o settlem ent a t all ?— No. . .
4786. Do you consider the  land upon the line from Dunolly to St. A rnaud very m uch superior to the

land from Avoca to St. A rnaud?— Decidedly. , .  . „  , , f  . ,
4787. U pon each side?— Yes ; north of the  Dunolly and St. A rnaud line it is all taken up for sixty

or seventy miles.
4788. In  which direction ?— N orth . m u  n
4789. Towards M oliagul?— N o ;  from Synnots to Charlton P lains, and from Charlton all the w aj

down to Bale Bale, w hich is the outlet o f the Avoca R iver. i r e  +n
4790. W hat is the  distance of these various settlements from the proposed line of lailw ay to

Dunolly ? -S o m e  considerable d is tan ce -B u rlce ’s F la t  and those places are w ithin a radius of ten miles
4791. W hat am ount o f settlem ent is th e reu p o n  the w est side of the line going stra igh t from Avoca 

to St A rnaud ?— A fter we leave the Avoca we come to flat country, extending righ t to the point of the 
Pyrenees fvhere the M ountain Creek Homestead is, bu t the most of tha t land, on both sides of the river, as 
we go al0r g there is freehold property, belonging to Messrs. Adams B rothers , w est o f th a t ,s unoccupied
auriferous country, a considerable amount of digging has been done there.

4792 A bout R ed B ank ?— No, I  have not ctfme to R ed Bank, Donkey F la t, and tw o or three othei
places, and then we come to Moonambel, which was once a very im portant place, W  »
anil it reduced and dwindled down to a few houses. T here  are a few small selections there  say, tiom  hve
?o a lu n d re d  acrest then from thence to B ed B ank is about two miles and th re e -q u a r te r^ b u t before vrecan
come to the township we have to go round the range, abou seven mi e , g , ^  w hich mio-ht
barren country. T here  is no selectioh on either side of th e  road T here are a ™
boast of a population o f about a hundred p e o p le - l t  is a  deserted diggings H o rn  th,eie to stu j\ 
occupy the country, and on the w est o f the  road there  is no selection «  t e  «  
area. S tuart Mill is an old tow nship in the heart of the Pyrenees. W.est of th a t s no .elect

4 7 0 9  B oes the Avoca run  rig h t under the  Pyrenees th e re ? —I t  is neaily  ten  miles nom  m e re ,
at tha t point we come on to th e  Strathflllan Creek, w hich is a small flat from a “ lL|  0  a "
mile w id e ; the  whole of tha t line Is selected rig h t down to M ajor:s linm F iom  StmiU Mi I to S . A m
there are two selections, but w est of th a t again is a  netw ork of ranges, where there is no selection
river it is a rough, barren, scrubby country. fVATn n n n n llv  to S t Arnaud, to the4794. W hat is the  description of the  country on the other line, fiom D unolly to  tit. A inaim , to

north ?— T he description of the line from  D u n o l l y desCrint ion of the land from Dunolly to Golds-

boroughls sm M l1 fa r m s? very rich6 la n (M n d e e d ;  bati£  ^  .^ ^ Q Q ^ ^ g^ ^ t^ al'ian d ^ m ^ t^ n t^ s

selected. ■ W est of tha t again w e come to Orville a, d g=‘nS 1 ’ d land indeed up„n the flats.
From there we go back again to B eahba, and round about B eahba tne ie  veiy  g

4796. T h a t is beyond i t  ? - T e s ,  an d ro u n d  Beahba. ^  Burk(j,s K a t
4797. B u t there seems to  be a  g reat deal ofm i_ p f  past t he spurs of the mam

Yes, there is scrubby country till after you get past t  >p -  ^  ^  land is selected. Once you pass
range you come to th e  valley again, an d  o c°ul nhirnside’s property. On the north and on the south
Bealiba, on your w ay to St, A rnaud, you come to M i. ChunsM e s p .opei ^  ^  Qf ^  ,g
it is all taken up by selectors and nearly every o n j o t t e ^
the scrubby country I  have already described th a t exte [ U t  u  ? _ Y e s , from there you pass on ■

4798. T h a t is the portion of the map hat »hows M  selceUon ^  c0<mt the whole of
to the M ajor’s line, and w hen you approach th a t line you come
which is taken up, I  think, to S t. rnau . withdrew.



Mr. W . Boag, 
30th A ugust 1S77.

M r. W illiam Boag examined.
4799. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— You live at N atte  Yallock I  th ink?— Yes.
4800. W ere you in the House yesterday when M r. Sanderson gave his evidence ?— Yes.
4801. D id you hear i t ? —Yes.
4802. Do you generally concur in tha t evidence ?— Yes.
4802a . E n tire ly ?— Yes.
4803. Is there  any part of th a t evidence upon which you wish to express any difference of opinion ? 

— I  m ight express it more fully w ith regard to the settlem ent between the two routes.
4804. T h a t is to say, th a t you thoroughly concur in tha t ?— Yes.
4805. B u t you th ink he did not put the case quite strongly enough?— I  think he omitted some

things.
4806. W ould you inform the Committee w hat you think he has om itted?— W ith  regard to the two 

routes, I  take the Avoca route in the first place as laid down in the map, there are two lines projected from 
Avoca to S t. A rnaud— there is the trial line, and another new line called the Avoca Valley line.

4807. Y es?— I  think they  abandoned the tria l line, and take now w hat they call the Avoca Valley 
line. I  do not know how they found out that name, I  ra th e r th ink th a t is a misnomer, for it does not travel 
the Avoca V alley further than about ten miles, for I  consider it leaves the Avoca Valley and goes into the 
spurs of the Pyrenees and Broken Ranges almost all the way to St. Arnaud.

4808. I  think it is scarcely necessary for you to direct your attention to tha t portion of it, for we will 
call professional evidence upon th a t ?— I  consider tha t a t present, take a ten mile radius from Avoca would 
go close to the township of N atte  Y allock, therefore, I  consider th a t all th a t portion of the country is already 
supplied w ith railway communication.

4809. AH th a t is in evidence now through M r. Sanderson ?— Going on to the Dunolly and 
St. A rnaud line, going from Dunolly to Bealiba.

4810. H ave you anything in addition to urge to w hat has been given? I f  you have nothing to add to 
M r. Sanderson’s and M r. Couchman’s evidence, it is a p itty  to waste time ?— I  could add a little that has 
been omitted.

4811. Will you be good enough to supply any omission ?— I f  you take the present line of railway as 
laid down from Bealiba, and take a radius of ten miles, that also runs through the township of N atte Yallock, 
and if  you follow the river from N atte  Yallock, it runs due north, bu t the population was omitted there— 
th a t is one of the most particular places, I  consider, as far as population is concerned, because it is all selected 
about four or five miles on each side of the Avoca River.

4812. Do you think the population has not been put down as sufficient ?— I  th ink tha t it has rather 
escaped those gentlemen.

4813. Would you be good enough to state w hat is your opinion of the population there ?— According 
to the returns of 1866 and 1867 of population acreage under cultivation, and produce goods traffic, &c., of 
the district to be served by the Dunolly route would be as follows : population per mile, taking in a radius 
of ten miles, would be 784 per mile, total 26,754, tha t is from Dunolly to St. A rnaud.

4814. You th ink the population between Dunolly and S t. A rnaud amounts to between 6000 and 
7000, is th a t it ?— T he total population per mile from Dunolly to St. A rnaud in the ten-mile radius is put 
down here as 26,000.

4815. The total population of the two, taking the distance on each side of the line would be between 
6000 and 7000, I  understood you ?— 26,000, tha t is taking a radius of ten miles round Dunolly and round 
St. Arnaud, on each side of the line.

4816. B u t th a t is travelling altogether out of the route, because we have endeavoured to confine our­
selves to the distance actually between the two places and not surrounding the two places. I t  is not worth 
while taking the population at a radius of ten miles round Dunolly, th a t w ill not help us at a ll; what we 
want is the population between the tw o places which are likely to be interested in the connection with 
St. A rnaud, so as to compare tha t w ith the  same circumstances between Avoca and St. A rn au d ; do you 
understand ?— T h at can only be got by taking the parishes on each side, which is ra ther difficult.

4817. Do you th ink  th a t the evidence w hich those gentlem en gave yesterday did not show sufficient
population between the two places ?— I  th ink not.

4818. Will you have the goodness to show w here it was not sufficient, and to w hat extent ?—I 
believe the witnesses th a t follow me v rill be able to show th a t by tak ing  the parishes.

4819. Is  there anything you wish to inform the Committee of, w hich is not already before them ?— 
T he next point is following the river to the Em u, w here the Dunolly line crosses the  Avoca R iver ; that 
will be one of the m ost im portant points upon the line.

4820. B y  the H on. I I .  Cuthberl.— Y ou have been a selector and have taken up some land at Natte 
Yallock ?— Yes.

4821. How many acres m ight I  ask do you hold there  ?— Betw een w hat I  had selected under the 
Land A ct of 1860 and w hat I  have purchased, and w ith  family selections, I  have over 1000 acres.

4822. I  believe you are president of the shire of B et B e t?— I  was, up to the present month.
4823. How many years have you resided in th a t locality, in N a tte  Yallock ?— I  selected under the

Land A c t of 1860, between 16 and 17 years I  have resided in tha t locality.
4824. You know the ground between the Dunolly line and the A voca line very well ?—Yes.
4825. Do you know one side of the country as well as you do the other ?— Yes.
4826. Do you know when the line to St. A rnaud was first projected ?— I  th ink  it  was under the 

Duffy administration, in 1874.
4827. In  1874 ?— In 1874 the line was passed I  th ink, to D unolly ; it  was upon the understanding 

among the inhabitants about there th a t it  would be carried on by St. A rnaud  to W entw orth.
4828. D id much selection take place in consequence of th a t projected line ?— A  great deal of 

selection has taken place since, and is going on daily.
4829. H as the selection taken place to the north  and north-east of Dunolly ?— Yes, to a great extent 

to the north and north-east ; there is a large trac t of open level country there.
4830. You know the position o f Avoca upon the m ap?— Yes.



4831. Taking Avoca as a centre, and a radius of 10 miles, would th a t bring you to W arrenmang and Mr.w.Boag, 
Avoca shire ?— Yes, it takes in W arrenm ang. 3oth<Augufu877

4832. T here is a good deal of settlem ent here shown upon the map, and all the people w ithin that 
radius would be w ithin 10 miles o f the Avoca station ?— Yes.

4833. There is a station a t Avoca now ?— Yes, there is a station at Avoca now.
4834. A nd th a t gives accommodation to all the people resident about there w ithin 10 miles P Yes,

nearly all in the level country there, till you get into the Pyrenees ranges.
4835. Now if you go a little h igher up on the map and take Bealiba as a centre, and taking a radius 

of 10 miles, would th a t bring you to N at to Yallock, and include a great portion of it? — The same radius 
would run through the tow nship of N atte Yallock.

4836. A nd would th a t include all the people residing between N atte  Yallock and Bealiba ?— T hat 
then would accommodate I  consider, from N atte  Yallock. The Avoca R iver runs almost due north, and still 
keeps w ithin the 10 miles’ radius on the eastern side of the Dunolly line for 30 miles.

4837. T hen  the nex t place of any im portance is Em u— taking Em u as a centre, and a radius of 10 
miles, would th a t include the original survey line of the Avoca railway ?— T hat would include S tuart Mill, 
along which the original tria l line would go about three miles beyond the line laid down, called the Avoca 
Valley.

4838. T hen  w hat is the nex t place— do you know w here Carapooee is ?— Yes.
4839. T aking  th a t as a centre, and a radius of 10 miles from Carapooee, would tha t include the 

original surveyed line to Avoca ?— T he radius of 10 miles from Em u B ridge includes Carapooee and both 
lines still.

4840. N ow would you tell the Committee in your opinion w hat would be the advantages of having 
a railway station a t Em u ?— I  look upon th a t as a very im portant station.

4841. A lm ost more im portant than St. A rnaud ?— Yes.
4842. W hy do you regard  th a t as a very im portant station ?— If  you follow the river Avoca------
4843. Coming up north , is it ?— D ue north almost, I  can trace it for about 20 miles, still w ithin the 

radius of 10 miles from St. A rnaud  line, and then 20 miles beyond th a t again the country is nearly all 
selected and taken up, and Em u would be the nearest point of railw ay, almost nearer than St. A rnaud, for 
all those on the north-east.

4844. So, as I  understand your evidence, to the north of Em u there is about 20 miles of country 
selected ?— T here is more than  th a t I  would say north  of the Em u, w ithin a 10 miles’ radius of the proposed
line it would take in over 20 miles of the Avoca R iver and V alley.

4845. Is  there  much selection there ?— Yes, there  is a deal of selection, taking the river all down 
both banks of the river.

4846. N o t confining yourself to a radius of ten miles, but taking from Em u in a northerly direction 
for about sixty miles, has not all the  land been selected ?— On both banks of the river, and on each side of 
the river for miles a great extent of country is selected ; and this would be a nearer station than St. Arnaud.

4847. T hen  it would be a convenience to all the people settled north of Em u to have a railway 
station there ?— Yes.

4848. T hey would not take the ir produce to St. A rnaud ; it would be more convenient to take it to 
Emu ?—Yes, a great portion would come to Em u ; it is a very im portant district.

4849. Can you give an approxim ate estim ate of the goods traffic between Dunolly and St. Arnaud,
and of the interm ediate places ? I  th ink we had the gross re tu rns at the railw ay station last evening from 
Mr. Sanderson ?— Y es, the gross re tu rn  a t the Dunolly railw ay station. H ere are the Governm ent returns 
of the present goods traffic between Dunolly and St. A rnaud.

4850. W ill you read those returns for me ?— “ Present goods traffic from Dunolly to St. A rnaud per 
annum, 3000 tons ; from St. A rnaud  to Dunolly, 10,800— th at includes wool and grain as the principal ; 
then to and from the interm ediate places, 3000 tons.”

4851. W hat do you call the  interm ediate places ?—-There is wool and grain which comes down from 
I  may say, that northern country and the interm ediate places between Dunolly and St. Arnaud.

4852. W ould th a t include Em u and Bealiba ?— T hat would include north of the Avoca Valley 
between the north and the south, and between Dunolly and St. Arnaud.

4853. I  th ink  you have given the Honorable S ir Charles Sladen the population that would be served 
by the Dunolly route— you said 26,000 ?— According to the return  given here ; bu t th a t includes that ten-mile 
radius round St. A rnaud, and ten-mile radius round Dunolly, and ten miles on each side along the proposed
line ; the total num ber would be 26,700. . . .  ,

4854. So th a t you consider the people w ithin ten miles on either side of the railway would be
served ?— Ygs#

4855. A nd tak ing  th a t distance, the  to tal number in those two places would be 26,000 ?— 26,000.
4856. I  suppose the people at St. A rnaud are ra ther opposed to the Dunolly line ?— About twelve 

months ago there was a petition sent to the B et B et Shire Council, w ith over 500 signatuies, 1 0m e 
selectors beyond St. A rnaud, praying for our support towards the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line.

4857. D id you give them that support ?— We did give them  that support. . T
4858. Since th a t time I  believe they prefer the Avoca, some of them ?— Not beyond St. A rnaud ; I

eVe4859. I t  is only the people then at St. A rnaud ?— A t St. A rnaud and m the neighborhood of St.
Arnaud, because they  would have more carriage to pay for, going loun t e o tie i ine.

4860. Do you know anything about the straight lme, w hat description of land it will have to run
throueh is it the  nroner term  to call it the Avoca Valley line . I  t  lin not. _ it. a

4861. W h e re V o n  the map should the line run tha t should be properly described as the Avoca 
V a l l e y  l i n e  ? _ i  think it ought to keep by the Avoca River, as the valley keeps by the Avoca River.

4862 So th a t to ca lf this place a valley is a mistake ? - I t  follows, I  m ight call it, part of the Avoca 
Valley for about ten miles ; after W  it leaves the valley entirely, and goes into the spurs of the Pyrenees
ranges, some o^ them a ^ i t  height. ^  ^  # ^ ^  line ?- T h e r e  would be.

4864 On Account of the mountainous nature of the country ? - Y e s  ; ranges nearly all the way
4865* B v  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— You have told us that a great population would be benefited by the

Dunolly line running north from the Em u ?— 'Yes, north of the Emu.
T

Railways.



4866. A  large num ber of those would be accommodated by the St. A rnaud station. H ow far would 
th a t be from St. A rnaud  ?—I  keep by the Avoca R iver ; i f  you keep north from the Avoca River, north­
east of St. Arnaud, to go to St. A rnaud, would be rather going back ; therefore I  consider the Einu station 
would suit a great number of those to the north better than St. A rnaud.

4867. H ow  far would the extrem e part of this settlem ent be from St. A rn au d ?— From  St. A rnaud?
4868. T he settlem ent you spoke of ?— I t  extends north a very long way from the Em u.
4869. I  do not mean th a t portion of the population that is so far north  th a t it is north both of St. 

A rnaud and of the Em u, bu t the portion th a t would be benefited by the E m u— the extrem e part of it—how 
far is it away from St. A rnaud ?—You m ight take fifteen miles north-east o f St. A rnaud and fifteen miles 
north-east o f the Em u.

4870. I  do not w ant to go north of St. A rnaud  a t all ; the part of the population tha t would be 
benefited by coming to the Em u does not lie north of St. A rnaud and Em u, does it ?— No.

4871. T hen leave th a t out ?— Y es ; east o f St. A rnaud.
4872. The part of the population tha t would be benefited by coming to the Emu, how far is it from 

St. A rnaud—w hat is the extrem e distance ?— I  would take it from fifteen to tw enty miles. *
4873. E a s t? — East.
4874. How far would th a t point be from the Em u station ?— About the same.
4875. Then is it any way benefited by coming to Em u ?— T hey would save about sixteen or twenty 

miles of railway carriage, and I  believe the roads would be better.
4876. I  do not w ant to ask many questions upon this, the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen has put 

this so clearly ; bu t you were asked ju s t now by the Honorable M r. Cuthbert about the 26,000—that 26,000 
covers the population of St. A rnaud and Dunolly too ?— I t  takes a radius of ten  miles round the township 
of St. A rnaud, and a radius of ten miles round the tow nship of Dunolly, and a radius of ten miles along each 
side of the proposed line.

4877. I t  includes a large population about B et Bet, B arp, and D unolly— they have no interest in the 
particu lar line as regards coming to M elbourne ?— T he Dunolly end would have no in terest in it.

4878. T hey have a railw ay station already at Dunolly ?— Yes.
4879. T hen you m ust strike out the  population of St. A rnaud and the population of Dunolly in 

order to arrive at the population that would be benefited by th is particular line ?— I  would strike out the 
population of Dunolly, but a great part of the population of St. A rnaud  would be benefited by this line.

4880. D id not you say to the Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral ju s t  now that some of the St. 
A rnaud people were in favor of the Avoca line because of the shorter carriage ?— I f  I  said so, I  made a 
m istake ; I  meant the Dunolly.

4881. T hen will you explain th is—you spoke o f those north  of St. A rnaud, selectors beyond St. 
A rnaud, being in favor of the Dunolly line ?— Yes ; I  did.

4882. You said they asked the  B et B et shire to assist them  in getting th a t line ?— Yes. '
4883. A nd I  th ink the  Honorable the Postm aster-G eneral then asked you about the St. Arnaud 

people, w hat they thought, and you gave your opinion ?— My opinion was th a t a portion of the St. Arnaud 
people was in favor of the Avoca line ; a very small portion.

4884. I  do not know w hat portion, but you told the Committee th a t a portion of the St.' Arnaud 
people were in favor of a line by Avoca ?— I  stated  a t the same time they  were not beyond St. Arnaud.

4885. O f course th a t portion you would strike out could not form a part of the 26,000—you could 
no t count the 26,000, including th a t portion, in favor of the Avoca line as to be benefited by the Dunolly 
line ?— I  said a very small portion in the town of St. Arnaud, but not beyond St. Arnaud, were in favor of 
the A voca line.

4886. St. A rnaud itse lf ?— T he greatest population is beyond St. A rnaud, so there would be very 
few to strike off.

4887. I  am not speaking of anything outside of St. A rnaud. I  asked the question originally, should 
we not strike out the  population of D unolly and the population of St. A rnaud  from this calculation. I  
have now got it from you, th a t a portion of the  population of St. A rnaud are in favor of the Avoca line; 
then would you not deduct th a t portion as being benefited by the Dunolly line ?— I t  would be very small.

4888. Is there any portion ?— I  th ink there  is a small portion. '
4889. Can you give us the population of St. A rnaud  ?— No.
4890. Can you tell us w hat proportion are in favor of the A voca line ?— No ; I  cannot. 1
4891. You can only say th a t it is very small ?— V ery  small.
4892. I f  a petition from the m ajority w ere shown you from the other side you would change your 

opinion ?— Petitions are not much to go by, from .what I  have seen of them .
4893. You have told us of the population upon the Avoca River, there  being a large population, 

does th a t population extend down the A voca R iver in th is direction as well ?— Is  th a t between Bealiba
4894. No ; you have told us about the A rchdale population and Bealiba population ; I  want to know 

about N atte  Yallock and Barp, is there  a large settlem ent there  as well ?— There is a large settlement at 
N atte  Yallock, between N atte  Yallock and Bealiba.

4895. A nd Avoca, I  suppose ?— Yes ; there  is.
4896. Is  there any portion you know w here the A voca R iver passes through A voca ? Yes.
4897. You know where it passes here th rough Kooroc, betw een these two points, on tha t part of tie  

Avoca R iver— where is the population chiefly settled— is there any difference?— I  consider it  is pretty m uci 
alike from Avoca to the point you named. _

4898. T h a t is to say, there is about as much population upon the Avoca R iver here as here \jpoin - 
ing  out the same wpon the map~\ ?— Yes.

4899. Do you see N atte  Yallock— the township ?— Yes. _
4900. How far wrould th a t be from the D unolly and St. A rnaud  line ?— T ake a radius from Bea l a, 

w hich  would be the nearest point ?
4901. No ; take a direct line ?— A bout ten  miles from Bealiba direct. '
4902. H ow far would th a t be from the A voca V alley line ?— Take the nearest part of the line .
4903. Yes ?— A bout four miles. ,
4904. A  difference of six miles, therefore. T hen  take the o ther point, up about A rch dale, wuere 

there  is a good deal of settlem ent, how  far would th a t be from the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line . our 
miles.



4905. How far would th a t be from the Avoca Valley line?— From Archdale to Avoca V alley?
4906. Yes ; about six  miles and a half, is it not ?— I  think it will be about eight miles.
4907. Take it eight miles— there is a difference of four miles in favor of the Dunolly population 

as against six miles for the N atte  Yallock population, and they are about the same, I  th ink you say ? 
—Yes.

4908. B y  the H on. W . W ilson.— H ave you a knowledge of the proposed route that the new Avoca 
Valley line, as laid out, is to take between Avoca and St. A rnaud— do you know the coun try?— Yes, I  
know the country pretty  well.

4909. W ould it supply any great settlem ent to the west of that rou te?— There is in the first 
12 miles------

4910. U pon the first 12 miles to the west along the line, out towards W arrenm ang in that 
direction ?— To the w est there is Moonambel, th a t is r ig h t up on the top of the range ; that is 12 miles 
from Avoca.

4911. Then from the 12 miles say on to St. A rnaud, is there any great settlement to the west ?—  
No, little  or none after leaving Moonambel till you get to St. Arnaud on the w e s t; bu t it runs along the 
Pyrenees all the way to St. A rnaud.

4912. Then the settlem ent to the east, is it down the valley of the Avoca line— does it proceed far 
north from the river to the east ?— To the east of the Avoca line would include a great portion of the 
Avoca Valley and the Avoca River w ithin a 10-mile radius.

4913. On the east?— On the east.
4914. You are also well acquainted w ith the character of the  settlem ent between Dunolly and 

St. A rnaud, upon the D unolly and St. A rnaud ro u te?— Yes.
4915. 4s there a considerable settlem ent to the east and north-east of th a t route?— Yes.
4916. A  g reater settlem ent than upon the w est of the  Avoca V alley?— There is little  or no settle­

ment west of the A voca V alley.
4917. Is  there a g reater settlem ent to the north and east of the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line than 

upon the west o f the Avoca Valley line ?— Yes, tw enty or th irty  tim es— th irty  or forty times— there is a 
large open country there  for miles.

4918. Then the Dunolly and St. A rnaud route would oblige a very large num ber o f people settled 
to the north and east, irrespective of St. A rnaud  ?— I t  would take in a large population on the east, between 
Dunolly and St. A rnaud.

4919. A nd it  would oblige a great portion of the settlem ent to the west and south of the Dunolly 
and Avoca line ?— Yes.

4920. Coming down as low as N atte  Yallock ?— N atte  Yallock is w ithin a 10-mile radius of i t
4921. W ould the N a tte  Yallock settlem ent be as 'well served by the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line as 

they would be by the A voca and St. A rnaud lin e?— One portion would.
4922. A s far as th e  tow nship we will take ?— The township of N a tte  Yallock would be nearer w hat

they call the A voca V alley line.
4923. A  portion would be— taking from w here N a tte  Yallock is put upon th e  map as the name of the 

parish ?— There is the agricultural area of N atte  Yallock.
4924. T h a t would be equally served by the Dunolly to S t. A rnaud line as by the Avoca to 

St. A rnaud ?— The north  point of the  agricultural area of N atte  Yallock would be ju s t half way between
each line, 5 miles from each.

4925. Do you know the length of the route from Dunolly to St. A rnaud the railw ay as proposed.
Thirty-four miles and an eighth.

4926. A nd from A voca to St. A rnaud  by way o f the Avoca Valley ?— I  do not know what the Avoca
Valley is ; i t  is not surveyed. I  do not suppose any one can tell.

4927. Is  i t  fully as long— you mentioned th a t a  num ber of residents in St. A rnaud had recently 
changed their mind in regard  to the route, th a t a t one time they  were altogether favorable to the  connection 
between Dunolly and St. A rnaud ; but recently  some have changed their minds, and were in favor of the 
Avoca line— can you give the Committee any reason they had for changing their m m ds. —I  believe there 
were from the beginning always some, a few, in favor of that route. ^

4928. W hy did they change the ir minds ?— I  th ink they are more in the township, hu t they have a
reason for it. .

4929. W hat reason ?— I  could not give their reasons for it.  ̂ _
4930. B u t would they  be equally well served as regards communication w ith  the metropolis by the 

Dunolly as by th e  Avoca route ?— They would be I  th ink  much better served by the Dunolly route.
4931. T hen why should they desire it  to be by A voca ?— I  cannot understand.
4932. Is  it from sym pathy w ith  th a t side ?— I ra ther th ink so.
4933. M erely from sym pathy?— I  th ink  so.
4934. B u t as to being served by a railw ay, it is a m atter of no moment to St. A rnaud whetkei they 

go by Avoca or Dunolly ?— I heard some of the  storekeepers there, ra th er extensive, say th a t all ey 
wanted is the nearest route to Melbourne, and w hatever would be the quickest done.

4935. H ave you any notion why a  large section of th e  B allarat people should be favorable to the 
Avoca rou te?— I  believe they contemplate a  d irect route from Melbourne to Ballarat.

4936. Outside that, is th ere  any reason why they should prefer th a t i™ute ? - N o ,  I  d o n o ‘ see why 
because i t  would be a longer route from M elbourne to  St. A rnaud  by Ballarat than it would be e ien

>7 DUn4 9 3 7  T h en  you  w ou ld  se t  down th e  in terest th e  B allarat peop le take in  the exten sion  being  taken  
o  S t. A rn aud  b y  w a y  o f  A v o ca , to their u ltim ate notion o f  g e tt in g  a  d irect line from  B allarat to  A v o ca  .

[ belieT4e938at L T f r o m  y l i T ^ S w f e d g e  and exp er ien ce  o f  th e  d istrict, w h ich  appears to  b e  pretty  great, you  
;hink a  m uch  larger  section  o f  th e  settlem en t b etw een  D unolly  and S t A rnaud[ w oukl b e  satisfied w ith  the  
S t .  A rnaud and D u n o lly  route ? - Y e s ,  I  th in k  th ere  .a not th e  ld igh test d o u b to f  ‘hat, becauee ,1 you take 
h e  w e s t  o f  th e  D u n o lly  route it  takes you  th rou gh  le v e l country and a greatei poition  ot tn e  proposed  
kvoTa route w ith in  I l f  m iles, and th e n ^ h e y  h ave  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  open conn ry upon the north, so ,t  ,s  
ivident to  a ll th a t th e  D u n o lly  route m ust serve a greater portion o f  th e settled  co y .
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4939. Then, from w hat the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line would oblige of the people to the west 
(and, therefore, east of the Avoca route) it  would leave very few people, indeed, dissatisfied so far as 
carrying out the Avoca line is concerned ?— I  consider there is no population, if you go beyond the 10 
mile radius upon the Avoca line.

4940. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— In a question tha t the Honorable Sir Charles Sladcn put to you, 
you said that the evidence of Mr. Sanderson was much the same as your own ?— Yes, so far as I  am aware.

4941. I  think there is a misunderstanding in a reply of yours to the Honorable Mr. Wilson, that 
there is a large population on the west of the Avoca and St. Arnaud line, and east a large population. Mr. 
Sanderson, says, th a t on the east there is a very small population ?— I t  is a misunderstanding, because 
there is no population.

4942. I t  is not so ?— No.
4943. There is not a large population on the west side of the Avoca line to St. Arnaud ?—No, it is 

limited to w ithin 10 miles of Avoca.
4944. B ut by “ lim ited ” you mean along the line, not to the west ?— Along the line to the west. 

A fter leaving Avoca I  consider there is no population a t all, nothing but ranges.
4945. B y  the H on. J . B uchanan.— I  think you said th a t there was a large population settled upon 

the Avoca R iver north of the Avoca line ?— Yes.
4946. Do I  understand you, rightly , to say, for a distance of 40 miles ?— From  the Emu Bridge.
4947. And this is all in the hands of small farmers ?— Selectors.
4948. This m ust be a place of much importance, if there is such a large population ?— I  consider it

is the largest population to keep by the river.
4949. A nd this is the nearest line of railway to those people on the river ?—Yes.
4950. Is  it nearer than the Inglewood railway ?— Yes ; Inglewood is a great distance from this point. 

I  could not tell the distance.
4951. A nd the people can only be served by this Dunolly line ?—Yes.
4952. B y  the H on. B . Simson.— A re there any root crops grown upon either of these lines ?— To a 

very limited extent.
4953. W here do settlers upon these various routes . get those root crops from ; their potatoes or 

carrots P— They generally get them principally from Bullarook.
4954. Does not P o rt Fairy  supply root crops to that district at all ?—I t  did at one time, but the 

distance is so great— it does not lately.
4955. They do not grow them there, themselves—Bullarook has taken possession of that market ?— 

I t  is a great deal n e a re r ; at present they come by railway to Dunolly by way of Creswick, and the carriage 
is very short.

4956. Would the settlers there not be benefited by a line from Hamilton to Stawell and that way, 
would they get root crops from that part of the country ?—I  do not think they could be better than what 
they are at present. I  believe potatoes are cheaper in Bullarook than any other part that I  know of— 
twenty-five shillings a ton.

4957. A nd the district is at present supplied from Bullarook ?— From Bullarook.
The witness withdrew.

Thomas Higinbotham, Esq., examined.
4958. B y  the H on . S ir  C. S laden.— A re -you personally acquainted w ith either of the lines of 

railway which are the  subject of our inquiry now, the one leading from Dunolly to St. Arnaud and the 
other from Avoca to St. A rnaud ?— I  am acquainted w ith them only on the map.

4959. You have not been upon the ground ?—No ; the surveys for both these lines were made while 
I  was in England, and the late Government, upon the information they had obtained during that time, came 
to the determination to adopt the line from Dunolly to St. A rnaud. There was, therefore, no question 
referred to me, and I  have not been on the ground.

4960. You are not, therefore, in a position to give a professional opinion upon the merits or demerits 
of either the one line or the other ?— No, I  am not, only from reports.

4961. From  the reports of your staff?— Yes. . .
4962. I t  is upon tha t tha t you base your views and estimates and so forth ?— To some extent it is.
4963. Then you have sufficient knowledge to be able to give information to the Committee as to the

relative estimated cost of the two lines ?— Yes. .
4964. W ould you be so good as to give, first of all, tha t from Dunolly to St. A rn a u d . The estimated

cost of each line per mile is the same, £5750. _ „
4965. Is  that the estimated cost of either line ?—Yes, for both lines, that is to say, of the line fiom 

Dunolly to St. Arnaud, and of the line from Avoca to St. A rnaud the surveyed line.  ̂ . ..
4966. They are both through country of a similar character ?— The character is so nearly similar, 

tha t the same rate per mile has been taken for each line.
4967. B ut you are not acquainted w ith  the country itself?— I  am not.
4968. Then you could not tell us anything of the  line running east of the original line from Avoca

to St. A rnaud, but if  you haye not been in the country it is not worth while to ask you the question .—1
cannot speak from my own knowledge of that country.

4969. Then I  th ink, as far as th a t goes, it is not necessary to take up the time in asking you any 
more questions ; but there is a question which I  would ask the Committee to perm it me to put a out t e 
Goulburn Valley, w hich I  omitted to pu t while M r. Higinbotham  was here before.

The Hon. C. J . Jenner.— T here can be no objection ; we only want full inquiry.
4970. B y  the H on . H . Cuthbert.— And may I  ask you if  you can tell me how many lines of railway 

were surveyed from St. A rnaud ?— To St. A rnaud ?
4971. Y es?— There is a line surveyed from Dunolly to S t. Arnaud. _
4972. As shown here ?— Yes, from Avoca to St. Arnaud, as shown here. A  flying sui vey tom 

M aryborough to St. Arnaud.
4973. Those are the only three you know anything about ?— Yes.
4974. There is one here indicated by the red  line ?— Called the Avoca Valley line .
4975. Yes ; has the departm ent had anything to do w ith the survey of th a t line ? No.



G O U L B U R N  V A L L E Y  R A IL W A Y .
4976. B y  the H on. S i r  C. S ladcn .— W \t\\ reference to the Goulbuvn Valley line, the other day some t .  Hidnbotham, 

doubts arose in the minds of some of the members w ith reference to the possibility of any navigation tha t there contowk/
might be on the River G oulburn passing the Mooroopna Bridge, and I  want to ask you w hat would be the sothTu^t is??, 
height of the biidgc, and what would be the width of any of the openings, with a view to any possible 
navigation at any fu tu ie  time ? 1 he height of the bridge to the under side of the girders from the ordinary
summer level of the water would be twenty-nine feet.

4977. And from the floods ?— From the floods— from the highest flood recorded, that of 1870, to 
the underside of the girders would be four feet.

4978. W hat would be the w idth of the span ?—I  proposed a span of thirty  feet. I  believe that, w ith 
that spau and w ith tha t height, under all ordinary circumstances, there would be a sufficient w idth and 
height for the navigation on the river. In  an extrem e flood there would not be sufficient height for vessels 
to pass under.

4979. B y  the lio n . TV. Campbell.— May I  ask whether that would provide for the navigation of 
the river— would it allow steamers to pass up and down w ith a w idth of th irty  feet, taking the M urray 
River as an example, a height of eighteen feet, and th a t would provide sufficiently for the navigation of the 
Goulburn ?— Certainly, I  think, for any navigation likely to come upon th a t river.

4980. T here  is no provision made for the navigation of the river above Murchison, or through the 
Murchison Bridge ?— I  have not ascertained w hat the height of the flood at Murchison would be— I  could if 
you desire to know it. I  do not suppose it would be very different from what I  have given now.

4981. A re you aware w hether the river is navigable for any considerable distance above M urchison ?—
I do not th ink it is. I  am sure there is no navigation now.

4982. Then there would be no necessity to provide for any navigation above M urchison ?— No.
4983. Only to Mooroopna ?— Only to Mooroopna.
4984. A nd you th ink th a t the height you provide is sufficient ?— F o r any steamers th a t are ever likely 

to be used upon the Goulburn.
4985. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— Is the river navigable now ?— Certainly not. I t  would require a 

very large sum to make it navigable.
4986. Do you know w hat is the average depth of the w ater at Mooroopna ?— T hat depends entirely 

upon the character of the year and the season.
4987. A t the present season about ?— I could tell you w hat it was at Mooroopna a t the time tha t 

the section was taken.
4988. Will you do so?— I t  was in the summer ; it was at tha t time about 10 feet.
4989. W ould it  be an improvement to have a swing-bridge there, suppose the river were rendered 

navigable ?— I f  the navigation were very im portant it m ight be, but a t all ordinary levels of the river there 
would be a sufficient height w ithout a swing bridge.

4990. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— W hen you speak of sufficient height, do you refer to steam ers ?
—Yes.

4991. W ith  fixed funnels or hinged funnels ?— O f course if  the funnels folded back, there  would be 
no difficulty at all.

4992. W hat height do you th ink  would be required  ?— I  think 18 feet clears every steam er on the 
Murray except one.

4993. T h a t is w ith fixed funnels ?— T h at is w ith fixed funnels..
T he witness withdrew.

ST . A R N A U D  R A IL W A Y .

W illiam H enry Greene, Esq., examined.
4994. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— W hat is your profession ?— Civil engineer. w. h . Greene,
4995. In  the employment of the G overnm ent?— Y e s ; I  am resident engineer in the Railway 30th 1S77i 

Department.
4996. W hat line ?— T he main line and branches.
4997. Is th a t the N orth-E astern  line ?—No, the main line from M elbourne to Echuca.
4998. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— You know the country very well, do not you, w here the Dunolly and 

St. Arnaud, and Avoca and St. A rnaud  lines are laid out ?—I  know the country represented upon this plan.
4999. H ad  you anything to do w ith  the laying out of these lines ?— Yes, the surveys were made under 

my direction.
5000. B y  the H on. R .  Sim son.— Both lines ?— B oth lines.
5001. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— Was another tria l survey made between M aryborough and 

St. A rnaud ?— Yes, there  was a tria l survey made between M aryborough and the Emu, connected with the 
line now perm anently surveyed between Dunolly and St. A rnaud.

5002. A t th a t tim e was there any railw ay communication between M aryborough and Dunolly, or 
Maryborough and Avoca ?— Yes, bu t the  survey has only been recently made— in the early part of this year.

5003. T hen there are th ree lines upon which tria l surveys have been made ? Yes.
5004. A nd besides these three, there  is a projected line, w hat is called the Avoca Valley line, but no 

survey has been made of it ?— T here has been no survey made of it.
5005. Do you know the country through which it passes ?— Yes.
5006. Looking a t these lines, and from your knowledge of the whole of the lines there, which would 

you say would best serve the population of th a t district. Taking now the M aryborough and St. Arnaud, the 
Dunolly and St. A rnaud, and the Avoca Valley— and we will leave out the trial survey—which ot these 
three lines would serve the population best, as far as you know ?— T he population in the country represented 
by this plan would be best served by a direct line from M aryborough to St. Arnaud.

5007. On the line from Dunolly to St. A rnaud, would you kindly inform the Committee what
engineering difficulties e x is t ; are there m any in the  first place from Dunolly to S t. A rnaud . No, not
many ; the  gradients are not so good as upon the direct line.  ̂ ,

5008. T he M aryborough line ?—T he gradients on the M aryborough line are not quite so good as
those upon the line from Avoca to St. A rnaud by the Avoca Valley.



w. r . Grccae, 5009. Then the gradients I  understand from yoitr answer are best upon the direct line from Mary-
coiutuZj, borough to St. A rnaud ?— Yes. 

soth August 1S77. 5010. T he next best upon the Avoca Valley line ?— Yes.
5011. W ith regard  to the  country from Dunolly, say to the Em u, is there a large population upon 

that part of the line ?— No, not between Dunolly and Bealiba.
5012. Then north-east, looking at Painsw ick, is there much population up to Moliagul ?— I  have 

not been lately to M oliagu l; there is a  digging population there, not a large one.
5013. Then the agricultural population upon this line seems to begin a t the Emu towards St. 

A rnaud ?— On the line between Dunolly and St. A rnaud ; it  commences a little beyond Bealiba.
5014. W ould the bulk of that population be served fairly should the line not be made by way of 

Dunolly, th a t is, would they find their way to St. A rnaud w ithout travelling a great distance ? How far 
would they have to go to St. A rnaud  from their residence, take the extreme point ? There is a large 
agricultural population upon the Avoca ?— Seventeen or eighteen miles from St. A rnaud.

5015. Would that be the  nearest point if  the Avoca Valley line is m ade?— No.
5016. W hat would be the nearest point of railway communication ?— T hat would depend upon how 

near the Avoca Valley line is brought towards Em u.
5017. Can th a t be known till the  tria l survey has been made ?— No, not until another trial survey 

has been made.
5018. T ake the Avoca V alley line for the same purpose, where is the chief population upon the 

Avoca V alley line ?— From  N atte  Yallock downwards, in fact th e  whole way down the valley from Avoca 
tow ards the Em u Bridge.

5019. B ut there is not much population upon the west I  understand of that projected line?—No, the 
Pyrenees Banges come very near it  upon the west, and they are not th ickly  populated.

5020. I f  you had to make your selection and you considered only population between these two lines, 
the Dunolly and the St. A rnaud line and the Avoca V alley line to St. A rnaud, which would serve the 
largest population best, taking the point alone ju s t now of population ?— The Avoca Valley would serve the 
population best, because i t  is the longer of the two.

5021. T he longer line of the two ?— I t  is the  longer line of the two.
5022. H ow  m any miles— about eight or nine miles, is it ?— Yes.
5023. W hat do you make the number of miles of the Dunolly line ?— T he permanent line from 

Dunolly to A voca is th irty -th ree miles and an eighth in length.
5024. W hat do you estimate the  line would be by the Avoca Valley ?— I t  is not surveyed, and it 

would all depend upon how far north it ran  before going w est to St. Arnaud.
5025. S tarting  from Avoca ?— I  understood you starting  from M aryborough ; starting from Avoca 

it  would be four miles fu rther from Dunolly to St. Arnaud.
5026. Then is your answ er the same now, which would serve the existing population best of these 

two lines, the Dunolly to St. A rnaud or the Avoca Valley ?— T he population upon the country shown upon 
th is plan would be better served by the  Avoca V alley line.

5027. I  understood there was a large population north of the Em u th a t would be better served by 
the D unolly line ?— Certainly, bu t I  speak of the country upon this plan.

5028. B u t from your knowledge of the  country, w hich would serve the greatest num ber of people?
— I  really do not th ink  there  is much difference between them.

5029. N ow  as to the engineering difficulties o f the Avoca Valley Line, do you th ink they would be 
important ?—No, I  th ink th a t the cost per mile is much the same on both lines.

5030. About the same. Then as regards the produce, taking St. A rnaud as the producing centre, 
w hich line do you th ink  would be best for road-side traffic?— The Dunolly line now projected is the 
better for produce.

5031. On the ground of shortness ?— On the ground of shortness.
5032. B u t as regards road-side traffic ?— I  have prepared a plan showing the  distances from each 

station on the projected line and on the existing line, and there  is a very small portion of this country that 
is outside a radius of ten  miles from some station, provided the D unolly and St. A rnaud  line is carried out 
as projected.

5033. Outside a radius of ten miles, even at this moment ?— I f  the line projected by the Government 
is constructed from Dunolly to St. A rnaud.

5034. B u t is there  not a  large producing district th a t the  A voca Valley L ine would pass through . 
— Yes, bu t th a t would be accommodated from the Avoca station on the south, and from the Em u and 
Beilaba stations upon the north.

5035. T hen w ith  regard to the construction, you have told us the  cost would be about the sam e; is 
there any difference as regards soundness of country ?— No, nothing w orth speaking of.

5036. O r ballast, or tim ber ?— No, I  th ink  there  is not m uch difference between them.
5037. W hich would be easiest obtained ?— About the same.
5038. A nd the tractive power about the same ?— Yes, very little  difference.
5039. I  understood you to advocate the M aryborough direct line as being better than  either of these. 

— I t  would be if  the existing lines from Avoca and Dunolly to M aryborough had not been constructed; but 
if  either of these lines m ust be utilized, I  have no doubt th a t the present projected line is the bettei of 
the two.

5040. W hich is th a t? — The D unolly to St. A rnaud is better than  the Avoca line.
5041. B ette r than the Acoca V alley line ?— Because it  is the shorter line of the  two. I f  the line 

were constructed from Avoca, it m ust follow the valley more or less, the tria l line originally taken along the 
spurs of the Pyrenees cannot be adopted as a perm anent line. '

5042. Y ou give your preference to the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line on the  ground of length . Un 
the ground of length.

5043. T h a t is the only ground ?— T h at is the  only ground. ^
5044. T hen regarding mining operations, is there much m ining on the line from Dunolly to 

A rnaud?— No, not very much. _ ,
5045. Then there would be no im portant traffic in regard to tim ber for mines, or bringing down gol , 

or taking up stores ?— N o ; I  th ink  there would be more traffic on the western route near the Pyrenees t a 
is, tim ber going from the Pyrenees to mining districts.



5046. Coniine' south ?— Coming south.
AV H  Cftcopc

5047. T he bridge over the Avoca, at Avoca, on the Avoca line, would that be a more costly structure ’ ' 
do you think than the bridge over the A voca on the Dunolly line— have you an estimate of the two bridges? 30thAu“ is77; 
 They would cost about the same.

5048. Would there be much traffic upon this line, in the way of bringing up potatoes and root crops 
from the south to this district ? I  think tha t traffic would be from St. A rnaud towards Dunolly with root 
crops from the Donald district.

5049. I t  would come up by way of Donald to where ?— To S t. Arnaud, and thence by railway to 
St. Arnaud to Dunolly and Sandhurst.

5050. I t  would not come up from the Burrumbeet d istric t?— I  do not think so.
5051. B y  the H o n . H . Cuthbert, Jfhen, I  th ink I  understood you to say tha t there was very little 

good land on the western side of the Avoca line as originally surveyed ?— There is very little good land 
on the western side.

5052. And, in answer to the Honorable Mr. Balfour, when he put a question to you about the Avoca 
Valley line, I  th ink you said that, from Avoca up to N atte Yallock, this line would be more advantageous 
to people residing there, and to a greater num ber in that locality, than along the Dunolly line for a similar 
distance, say ten miles, from Avoca to N atte  Yallock— th at if  the Avoca Valley line were constructed it 
would serve a great num ber of people there ?— Yes, there is more population in the first ten miles from 
Avoca towards N atte Yallock than there is in the first ten miles from Dunolly towards St. A rnaud.

5053. Now, are not all those people served by having a station at Avoca ?— I  think s o ; it is 
impossible to bring a railw ay to everybody’s door, and the whole of that country is or will be w ithin ten 
miles of some station w hen the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line is constructed.

5054. T hen the people of N atte Yallock would be served, for a distance of ten  miles, by the Dunolly 
line ?—No, but by the present Avoca station.

5055. Take Bealiba as your centre, and a radius of ten miles, would tha t bring you to N atte  Yallock ?
—Yes ; the north and east of N atte  Yallock would be accommodated by the Bealiba station.

5056. The nex t station would be the Em u station ?— Yes.
5057. T h a t would be of great service, as I  understand, to all the people on the north and north-east 

of Emu ?— Yes.
5058. Is  there much selection to the north and north-east of Em u ?— I  have not been there lately 

but the Crown lands plan shows a good deal o f selection.
5059. F o r many miles ?— Yes.
5060. W ould the people residing above St. A rnaud be better served by this Dunolly route than by 

the Avoca ?— I  should th ink so, certainly, because it is shorter.
5061. B y  the H on . J . A . W allace .— I  understood you mentioned ju s t now th a t there was an equal 

quantity of ballast upon both lines— M r. Couchman last n ight informed us th a t there was good ballast a t 
St. Arnaud and D unolly on both lines—is there  any good ballast at these places ?— Yes.

5062. B y  the H o n . N . F itzgera ld .— In  sufficient quantity ?— Yes, in sufficient quantity.
5063. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— A s to the population north  and north-w est of Em u, you said it

was considerable ?— Yes.
5064. A nd most of th a t would be served by the S t. A rnaud station, whichever line was constructed 

 bow far would th a t settlem ent be from St. A rnaud ?— Following the valley of the Avoca ?
‘ 5065. Y es?— Fifteen or tw enty miles from St. A rnaud station.

5066. B u t how far would th a t be from the nearest point of the projected Avoca Valley line, as far
as you can judge where it  would come ?— It commences at the Emu, and follows the valley of the Avoca
north. '

5067. Probably the Avoca V alley line, if  constructed, would come towards E m u?— Yes.
T he witness withdrew.

■ M r. Maurice Edwin Kernot, examined.

’5068. B y  the H on: the Chairm an .— W hat is your profession ?— A  surveyor. s K ^ S b t t ’
5069. In  the  employment of the Government ?—Yes, in the Railway Departm ent.

! 5070. On which lines are you engaged now ?— On the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line*
5071. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— Have you been engaged in making this survey of Dunolly to St.

Arnaud ?— Yes. ' , , , . , . r.
5072. Have you gone over the whole distance ?—I  have only been engaged in making the survey ot

a portion of it. .
5073. W hat portion ?—T he h a lf near S t.'A rnaud.
5074. N ear Bealiba ?— Commencing about 4 miles beyond Bealiba.
5075. A re  there any engineering difficulties beyond Bealiba towards St. A rnaud . Nothing so

erious as before you come to Bealiba. . ...____ _ ,
- 5076. H ave you been engaged in the  additional survey lately made to shorten the line upon the part

SPe5077: On^the original survey there  were difficulties, I  believe ?— There were.
5078 You are escaping them by the new line ?— Reducing the difficulties.
5079. W here does the population lie upon the portion of th a t line you have been surveying ? -A b o u t

k ' aP°5080 T h a t is westward from Emu, is i t  not ? - Y e s ,  about ha lf way between Em u and St. Arnaud
5081' M ost o f th e  population of the  line you have been surveying lies m  that direction . Yes, I

elieve there is a large p u p a t io n  in the Avo^a V a l l e y  b u t .
5082 The Carapooee population would lie nearei w  uuu ^ .vw  v

ave been surveying ?— Yes, I  th ink  it would be ^ out ê  y ^  ?_!!west o f the Em u ; it is about where5083. Which is it nearest— you say it lies west oi your uue .

ie line crosses the Carapooee Creek.
5084 . Does not the line go through Em u . xes.
5085. A nd this lies west of that ?—North-w est.



str.M.e.Kemot, 5086. A nd the Avoca Valley line would come north-west too ?— Yes, the Avoca Valley line mD'ht
30th'Tusust 1877. jo in  this line before Carapooee. &

5087. Have you had your attention called to whether there is ballast to be got for the line upon this 
part that you have been surveying ?—I have.

5088. Is there ballast ?— There is a moderate quantity— sufficient, I  think, for the line.
5089. Gravel or stone ?— Gravel from the gold workings.
5090. Is  there good timber there ?— The tim ber near the line is of poor quality, but I  believe there 

is good tim ber within 6 or 7 miles.
5091. Do you know anything of the population north-east from where you have been ?— I  have 

never been there.
5092. Do you know whether there is a large settlement taking place there ?— I only know by 

hearsay.
5093. You know there is a large population along the valley of the Avoca R iver?— Yes.
5096. H ave you travelled over the country worked by the Avoca Valley line ?— Yes, only the portion 

of it from N atte  Yallock downwards.
5095. Do you mean downwards, north ?— Towards St. Arnaud.
5096. Then, would it he a good sound country for a railway ?— The whole country is similar.
5097. B ut of the two lines the proposed Avoca Valley line and the line you have been surveying, 

which would be the easiest to make ?— I can see very little difference, w ithout making a survey I  could not 
say there was any difference.

5098. So far as you could judge of the population upon these two parts of the two lines, which 
would it be best served bv ?— I  think it is very probable tha t the Avoca Valley line would join this line 
about the Em u, and therefore the two lines are identical.

5099. Then further down the population spreads over the valley by the A voca?— Yes.
5100. Would th a t be better served by the line direct from Avoca, or by the line direct from Dunolly? 

— By the line direct from Dunolly, but there would not be much difference.
The witness withdrew.

M r. H enry H all examined.

Mr. h . Hail,  ̂ 5101. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Are you the secretary to the shire council of Avoca ?— I  am.
soth August 1871. 5102. B y the Hon. J . B a lfo u r .— Do you know the country through which the Avoca Valley line

passes ?— I do.
5103. Can you state w hether the St. A rnaud population are in favour of this Avoca Valley line or 

the Dunolly line ?— I  can only state my belief tha t the majority of the St. A rnaud people are in favour of 
the Avoca line.

5104. Has that been expressed in any way at meetings, or by the press, or by petition ?— Before the 
St. A rnaud shire and the borough of St. A rnaud decided to assume a neutral position, they were both in 
favour of the Avoca line, and the oldest paper of St. Arnaud, the M ercury , has w ritten leader after leader, 
strongly expressing an opinion in favour of the Avoca line.

5105. W hich l in e  do you th in k  Avould serve the p o p u la tio n  best, as it exists at the present moment ? 
— W hich p o p u la tio n  do y o u  m ean  ?

5106. I  mean first all the population indicated upon the map, and then taking in any population that 
is settled to the north-east of Bealiba and the Emu, which of those two lines would serve them best?—I 
know nothing of the country north of the Dunolly line.

5107. Will you tell us then the population through which the Avoca line passes, can you give us 
any information ?— I  can. The Avoca line passes through the Avoca shire for a length of 11 miles and a 
h a l f ; it then gets into the St. A rnaud shire. I  have taken out the rateable property ten miles on each 
side the line, for the six miles and a h a lf  through the north riding of the shire, omitting all property 
five miles from Avoca. On the east of the line, in the parish of Bolerch there are 2525 ac re s ; rateable 
value, £400. On the east of the line, in the parish of Moyreisk, 2162 acres ; rateable value, £572. In  
the parish of N atte  Yallock, east of the line, 2605 acres ; rateable value, £617. P arish  of Rathscar, 
the north-west portion, east of the line, 10,166 acres ; rateable value, £2074— m aking a total, east 
of the line, of 17,458 acres ; rateable value, £3663. I  estimate the population of that portion at 480. 
W est of the line, the parish of W arrenmang, 6165 acres ; rateable value, £1535. Parish  of Redbank, 
1187 ac res; rateable value, £755. Parish  of M oyreisk, 948 ac re s ; rateable value, £203. Moouambel, 
1803 acres ; rateable value, £1708— m aking a total in the north riding, west of the line, of 10,103 acres ; 
rateable value, £4201. And I  estimate the portion of the west riding which would use this line, 4938 acres ; 
rateable value, £3822. I  omitted to state tha t the population west of the  line I  estimate at 1336 in the 
north riding ; west riding, population 1384.

5108. T hat is 480, 1336, and 1384 ?— Yes ; m aking a total acreage of the two ridings of 32,499 
acres, rateable value £11,686, and a population of 3200.

5109. A nd you have omitted w ithin five miles of A voca?— I  have omitted w ithin five miles of
Avoca.

5110. H ave you omitted any part w ithin a certain distance of St. A rnaud?— I  can give you the 
totals of the remaining portion of the blue line.

5111. Is  tha t only the total of six miles and a half from Avoca ?— Yes ; through which the blue line 
would pass in the shire of Avoca.

5112. You have not given us the portion north of the line ?—I  can give you the population of the 
remainder of the line through the St. A rnaud  shire, furnished by the St. A rnaud valuer, bu t the valuer is 
here present to be examined as a witness. The acreage through the St. A rnaud shire is 49,097.

5113. We will get this from the St. A rnaud valuer if  you please. Then you have only given us 
the acreage, valuation, and population of the six miles and a half th a t it passes through of the north 
riding of the Avoca shire ?— Yes, and th a t portion of the west riding interested in the Avoca Valley 
line.

5114. Then we have heard that there  is no population, no settlement upon the west of this proposed 
line— is tha t so ?— I t  is not so.



5115. According to your statement now, you have given us 1336 persons ?— Yes, in the north riding ; Mr. h . HaU, 
and 1384 in the west riding. W ill you perm it me to read a list of the schools west of the line, with the 30t h T S t W  
number of children upon the roll, taken from the Education Department.

5116. Yes ; west of the line?— Yes ; as corroborative of the population ; the schools west of the 
line, with the children upon the roll— Fercydale------

5117. How far from Avoca do you commence ?— The nearest school is six miles. Percydale 135,
Kimberley 36, W arronmang 33, Moonambel 125, Redbank 77, Voss’s 26, S tuart Mill 153, and W illis’s 36.
That makes a total of 621 scholars west of the lino in the north riding.

5118. And how many school-houses ?— Eight. E ast of the line there are three school-houses—
Natte Yallock 52-------

5119. W hat is the total number ?—One hundred and sixty-one ; making a total of scholars of 782 
in the north riding. In  the west riding are three schools numbering 266 scholars.

5120. Can you give the Committee any reason in favor of this Avoca Valley line— a reason that 
would strike you as being in favor of it over the Dunolly line, from your knowledge of the place ?— I  think 
it would serve by far the largest population, and be more cheaply constructed, if I  may be allowed to 
express an opinion.

5121. W e have heard from the engineer, tha t they would cost about the same ?— I  have been over 
both lines very recently.

5122. W as this line proposed to be constructed, the Avoca Valley line, before the Dunolly line was 
proposed ?— This line th a t is now projected, called the Avoca Valley line, has always been the line sup­
ported and favored by the inhabitants.

5123. W hich inhabitants?— O f the portion of the shire through which it passes.
5124. I  suppose the engineer of the shire can give us his opinion in regard to the nature of the 

country it  goes through better than you could ?— H e can.
T he witness withdrew.

M r. Wm. Swanton examined.
5125. B y  the Chairm an.— W hat are you ?— A valuer. iotii
5126. F or w hat sh ire?— F or the St. A rnaud shire.
5127. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r.— We have ju s t heard regarding the statistics of the district in the 

Avoca shire through which this Avoca Valley line passes ; we wish to have your evidence to supplement 
that with reference to the statistics of tha t portion of the St. Arnaud shire through which the line passes?—
Would you like the totals ?

5128. Yes, acres, value, and population?— 49,097 acres ; net annual value, £10,579 10s.
5129. Population ?— 2390.
5130. W ill you kindly inform the Committee where you draw a line— where do you commence ?—

That is from the Avoca shire boundary to w ithin about 4 miles this side of St. A rnaud shire boundary.
5131. N ot including St. A rnaud?  —No, not including St. Arnaud.
5132. B y  the H on. W. W ilson.— Do you mean to inform the Committee th a t the line known as the 

Avoca Valley line would benefit th a t portion of the St. A rnaud shire tha t you have mentioned, 49,000 and 
odd acres by that route, and tha t it  would not touch or be benefited by any portion of the Dunolly or 
St. Arnaud line ?— A portion of it would be common to both.

5133. How much ?— Something like 12,000 acres.
5134. A nd th a t is in the one rid ing?— T hat is in the one riding. St. A rnaud shire, south riding, 

is a very large riding.
5135. To the  north-east of the line, from St. A rnaud to Dunolly, is th a t a riding also in the 

St. Arnaud shire ?— T hat is in the  St. A rnaud shire ; I  have valued th a t portion.
5136. Have you got any statistics of it ?— I  have not the statistics of that portion.
5137. Then why did you bring only the statistics of the one route, and mfi the statistics of the 

other ?—1 have only got it from a certain distance, from the line about 10 miles each side of the line.
5138. W hat line ?— The Avoca Valley line, and I  have it also up to the portion that this includes, 

as I say 12,000 acres is almost common to both, which is to the north of the Dunolly line.
' 5139. Does th a t go 10 miles north  of the Dunolly line ?—No, not quite ; not above 8 I  suppose.

5140. B ut the 49,000 acres is common almost to both lines ?— No, only about 12,000 acres ; and 
that is in the parish of Kooroc.

5141. Do you know tlie E m u upon the map ?— Yes, I  do well.
5142. Does th a t belong to your shire ?— It does.
5143. H ave you embraced the area selected about the Em u ?— There is nothing there to value except

a few selections, two or three only. i j. • m
5144. Do you go ten miles north of the Emu down the valley of the Avoca ?— Yes about eight miles.
5145. T here is little  or no settlement there?— This eight miles is north of this area.
5146. T hat is where the principal settlement is ? Yes, the Kooroc.
5147. T hat is the principal settlem ent ?— T hat is the principal settlement there ; but there is no

settlement for a long way from the Em u. , 1?n ,
5148. B u t from the eight miles onward does the settlement continue?—I t  does towauls L ast

t05i49. T hen by going eight miles, you only commence the settlement beyond the Em u ?—Yes, that 

is the of no advantage to the settlers eight miles beyond E m - ?

- N o ,  the^St. A m aud advantag6 0f  by this settlement to the north-east of tha t ?—

About 8000 or JO ,000 yom. ^  bonndary> wcnkl it n o t’ - N o ,  our shire extends a long way,

right up to Swan Hill. <? ■ i x ■? v^e
5153 B ut your statistics only went the length of eight miles . ■
5154* A nd it was at that point the settlem ent commences to be rather dense.— 1 es.

u
R a i l w a y s .



Mr.J.G.Fnrquhar 
30th August 1877.

5155. B y  the H on. D r. Dobson.— In the statistics you have given us of the Avoca Valley did you include 
in the figures any part of the shire south of the town of Avoca?— I  am from St. Arnaud shire, not Avoca.

5156. Do you know the nature of the country west, of the line?— I  do.
5157. V hat sort of country is it? — Ranges to the west, w ith good agricultural land.
5158. M uch of it? — An area of 15,386 acres.
5159. A long the line ?'— W est of the blue line— of the Avoca Valley line— and I  may further 

state------
5160. Is  th a t between the line and the ranges or on the other side of the ranges ?—P a rt of it is 

across the ranges, and further over the ranges is all agricultural country for miles and miles— that would all 
come in this way.

5161. W hat distance on an average is it from the line to the ranges on the w est?— I t  varies very 
much, from one or two miles or thereabouts.

5162. Do not some of the spurs actually cross the line?— No, the main flats run up—there is a main 
flat from Avoca to w ithin four miles of S tuart Mill.

5163. B y  the lio n . J . B a lfo u r.— How far does this selection extend that commences about eight 
miles north-east o f Em u ?— N orthward ?

5164. N orthw ard and north-east ?— I t  extends righ t down the Avoca as far as I  know to East 
Charlton and down that way.

5165. Is there a large population there ?— Ju s t a large agricultural population.
5166. W hat station would be nearest to tha t population, if the Dunolly line were constructed ?— St. 

A rnaud.
5167. N ot Emu ?— No, it is not th a t way at all.
5168. Then would th a t population have anything to say in the m atter as to the Dunolly or Avoca 

line ?—No ; I  say it would be common to both.
5169. T hey would have only the question of distance to be travelled over to consider?—Yes. I  

may state, w ith your permission, tha t the whole of these statistics are correct, as they are taken from the 
shire books, and taken upon a declaration.

The ivit?iess withdrew.

M r. Jam es Gibson Farquhar examined.
5170. B y  the Chairman.— A re you the shire engineer to the St. A rnaud Shire ?— Yes.
5171. B y  the lio n . J . B a lfo u r.— You know the proposed Avoca Valley line and the country there ? 

— Yes, I  know it well.
5172. H ave you taken any levels ?— I  have taken no levels w ith  an instrum ent. I  have merely 

travelled over it.
5173. Do you think there would be any difficulties in constructing a line ?— None whatever.
5174. W ould it pass over spurs of ranges?— A t one part it would, about 22 miles from Avoca.
5175. A ny other spurs ?— N ear St. A rnaud there are two or three ranges to cross, but both lines 

have to cross the same ranges to get into St. A rnaud.
5176. Will the alteration now being made in the Dunolly line not get out of the way of those ?— 

I t  will not get out of the way of them ; bu t it will make an easier gradient than  the  original line.
5177. Could the Avoca Valley line take tha t ?— Yes.
5178. M aking much of a detour ?— N o ; a better route than the D unolly can be selected by keeping 

midway between them and coming out by the St. A rnaud cemetery.
5179. Do you think the line would go anywhere near Emu ?— The Avoca Valley line would not.
5180. I t  does not show it in this plan, but I  understand you would have to make a considerable 

deviation in the construction of the Avoca Valley line ?— N ot at a l l ; a very slight deviation.
5181. We were told by one witness last n ight tha t there were a series of spurs, and great engineering 

difficulties on this line ?— I t  is not the case.
5182. Is the country sound country ?— V ery sound.
5183. Much tim ber upon it ?— I t  is better tim bered than the other line for about half the distance, 

especially in the Avoca Valley.
5184. W hat kind of tim ber?— Red gum has been taken from the  Avoca V alley, about N atte Yallock 

and other places, to construct other lines.
5185. H ow  would the N atte Yallock people be served— which of the two lines would suit them best, 

Dunolly and St. A rnaud or the Avoca Valley ?— The Avoca Valley line would suit the  N atte Yallock 
people best. ^

5186. How far would the extrem e point of the N atte  Yallock population be from the Dunolly line— 
what, is the furthest d is tan ce?— [ The witness exam ined a p la n .~\— A bout 15 miles, I  should think, in a 
stra igh t line.

5187. How  far would the extrem e point of the N atte  Yallock population be from the Avoca line? 
— I should think about 6 miles.

5188. Is  that a well populated part of this country, N atte Yallock ?— I t  is very well settled. There 
is not a large population ; it is all fenced in, I  may say, and being cultivated.

5189. Selected land ?—A  good deal of it is selected, the other is purchased.
5190. W here is the largest population, looking at th a t map, and not forgetting th a t portion to the 

north-east of Emu w hich is not shown here ?— The largest population is along the banks of the Avoca and 
on towards the C herry-tree Creek.

5191. Both sides of the Avoca, ?— B oth sides of the Avoca and on both sides of the Cherry-tree.
5192. We heard something said of its being an engineering blunder to form a line from Dunolly to 

St. A rn a u d : have you heard th a t ?— I  have seen it in the papers.
5193. As being the opinion of an engineer ?— I t  was stated so there.
5194. How about ballast? W here would the ballast be got easiest on the Avoca Valley line?—From 

my knowledge of the country, I  believe th a t ballast would be easier procured on the Avoca line than upon 
the Dunolly line. I  travelled over both w ith  tha t object in view. There are ten or twelve miles along the 
Dunolly route where there is no ballast at a ll; while upon the Avoca Valley line ballast can be got within 
five or six miles, which is the greatest distance I  have observed.



-1 n r ' liU6, fr°S" Dlmol)y t0 S b  Arnaud is. the shorter of the two ?— Yes, about a mile.
o l9b . Alien aahy do you advocate, on public grounds, tho line called the Avoca Valley line '  I  ^aum/cd,

would advocate it because it would accommodate the greatest number of people; tlic oradients would be 3uth Augudfc lm ' 
much easier, and the line more easily constructed and kept in re p a ir ; and those are the chief reasons whv I  
advocate this route. J

5197. W e have heard in evidence th a t they would cost about the same— th a t there would not be 
much difference in g rad ien ts ; can you give me an idea of the nature of the country from Dunolly to Emu 
say, is it level ?— T he first five or six miles is tolerably le v e l; for the nex t five or six miles it is very hilly 
and raugey. T here would be very heavy gradients a t that part, near Bealiba, I  am quite sure. I t  is 
tolerably level thence to Em u. T hen  comes a sandy desert for about twelve miles, no house of any sort to be 
seen, except a shepherd’s hut upon the main ro a d : th a t is the last place you see till you come to Carapooee.
Where this settlem ent shown upon the map is I  do not know, and I  question very much the accuracy of 
the plan, and I think it is calculated to mislead honorable members.

5198. T his is not intended to show population, but agricultural areas ?— Yes, but you would presume, 
when you see a plan m arked off in squares like that, tha t it is populated. ’

5199. W here is it that there is no population ?— Between the Emu and Carapooee; for ten or twelve 
miles there is no population.

5200. W hat is the nature of the country tow ard the north-east— is it good ?— Towards the Avoca
it is so.

5201. B ut away from the Avoca what is the nature of the country ?— V ery good farming country 
towards the M ajor’s line back towards the Avoca to the north-east.

5202. W hat is the nature of the country to the west o f the projected Avoca Valley line ?— M uch o f ..................
the same character as where the line runs, all down this Avoca V alley ; about Archdale, for instance, to
the west of the Dunolly line there  is very good land ; tha t is the A voca Valley.

5203. B ut take west of the A voca Valley line ; what country have you there ?— W est of the  Avoca 
Valley line there  is settlem ent as far as the  Pyrenees, a range of hills running w ithin a distance of an 
average of 5 or 6 miles of the line. Those spurs run  down, and  in between them is cultivation and 
farms, and one or two of them  are upon the main road. Moonambel, N avarre, R ed  Bank, S tu art Mill, and 
Barkly, and other small m ining townships, would be accommodated by th a t line.

5204. I t  is not all rangey and bad country to the west of the line ?— There is a  succession of ranges, 
called the Pyrenees, there ; they are not regular or even.

5205. You have valleys between ?— There are valleys between the spurs, coming down to the blue 
line in some cases.

5206. H ave you anyth ing  else upon w hich you would like to inform the Committee ?— N othing 
that I  am aware of. ,

T he witness w ithdrew.

M r. G eorge P orter Maddison examined.

5207. B y  the C hairm an .— W hat are you ?— I  am by profession a mining engineer and coal viewer ; Mr. Maddison,
I  am a farmer now at N atte  Yallock. soth August 1877.

5608. B y  the B o n . J . B a lfo u r .— W here do you reside ?— A t N atte  Yallock.
5209. A t the  tow nship ?— No, about 3 miles from the township.
5210. Do you know this country well ?— I  do.
5211. H ow long have you been resident there ?— Seven or eight years.
5212. A re  you an engineer by profession ?— I  am a coal viewer.
5213. H ave you made any exam ination of this country ?— No, I  have n o t ; I  have not been requested 

to do so ; I  know the country between C herry T ree Creek and Avoca intimately.
5214. Is  there  m uch population in th a t part of the country ?— There is.
5215. The C herry T ree  Creek passes from R ed B ank and joins the Avoca. W hat sort of country is 

this for a railway ; would it  be d ifficu lt; are there any steep gradients ?— No ; no gradients w hatever of 
any moment. I  m ight state, as this line is drawn, there  m ight have to be a little deviation, to get past 
the point of a  range ; bu t there  can be perfectly level ground obtained the whole of tha t distance, in my
opinion. _ . .

5216. How m uch additional length  would th a t give it  ?— I  th ink not a quarter of a mile, for m 
making the rail o f a  large radius it  would not increase the  distance to any great extent.

.5217. W ould it  pass through more populated country by th a t deviation or less ?— I  think through
more populated. .

5218. Is  there  m uch timber for railw ay purposes ?— Yes, a very considerable quantity of red gum 
timber; and I  know of my own knowledge th a t the sleepers for the Dunolly and M aryborough line, and also 
the M aryborough and T albot and M aryborough and Avoca, were extensively got from red gum from

ai€5219. In  the neighborhood of N atte  Yallock ?— Y e s ; there were steam sawmills there for that

^ 5220. Do you know the country w here the tria l survey has been made, between Dunolly and
St. Arnaud ? I  do not know it fu rther than  Bealiba and D uno lly ; and I  have not lately been over tha t

personaHy Bealiba and Dunolly. W ould tha t he a country easy to be made ?— I  do not think so,
from what I  have seen of it. I  th ink  there would be a very heavy gradient, from Dunolly, crossing the
Black Ranges to get to Bealiba.

4222. H ow  are they off for tim ber ?— I  do not know.
5223. Is  there  any ballast up the Avoca line ?— Yes.
5224. W hat k ind of ballast ?— Gravel.
5225. F rom  diggings ?— N o ; from the natural surface.

5 2 2 ®; D r y o ^ k n o w ” to ° d to t r i ro f  Matte* Yallock, as showniupon th e  map, sufficiently to  speak of 
the population ?— Yes, th a t portion of it.



Mr Maddison, 5228. You could not say, from your own knowledge, which would serve the population best ?—I
so u ? T S W  could not say-5229. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— You say there is a very heavy gradient upon the Duuolly

line ?— I  knew th a t from my own knowledge of the country, having, some years since, passed over the 
Black Ranges at a considerable elevation from the Dunolly station.

5230. You were asked w hether there was any good tim ber?— I  do not know.
5231. I f  you do not know whether there is good timber, how do you know w hether the grade is a 

light or heavy one ; if  you know something of the grade, you must know something of the timber ?—I 
th ink that question has nothing to do with the other.

5232. I f  you could judge of the appearance of the line, whether a heavy or a light grade for the line, 
surely you would be able to say what the timber was ?— I do not see the force of it.

5233. Do you understand me. You say there would be a heavy grade upon that line ; if you have 
been there and seen the grade of the line, you ought to know w hat sort of timber is growing upon that 
grade ?— I t  is some years since I  was there ; but, nevertheless, I  know that such is the fact— that, at this 
point, it  is a considerable elevation from the Dunolly station. And I  did not make any particular observation 
as to timber ; and I  cannot state w hether there is tim b e r; there may be and there may not.*

The witness w ithdrew.

M r. Theophilus Nicholls examined.
Mr. t . Nichoiis, 5234. B y  the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— Shire secretary and engineer of the Lexton shire. I

30th August 1877. may gay that j  wish to be examined only in respect to the Springs country district, and not in regard to
my profession.

5235. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r.— W hat produce does the Springs country chiefly grow ?— I  took it 
only in regard to root crops, th a t the question would bear at all.

5236. I  understand from you that no root crops are grown about St. A rnaud ?— I think not.
5237. Then there are no root crops— potatoes and so forth— grown about St. Arnaud and that 

d istrict ?— I  think not of any consequence.
5238. W here do they draw their supplies from?— From  Bungaree on the one side, I  suppose, but 

largely from the Springs district, about 20 miles from Avoca.
5239. Then if  the Avoca V alley line were constructed, I  suppose you mean us to infer that there

would be considerable carriage of those roots by rail ?— 28g miles would be the ex tra  mileage.
5 2 3 9 a . From  w hat ?— From  Avoca to M aryborough, and from M aryborough to Dunolly.
5240. T h at is, i f  the line were made by Duuolly, it would be 28 miles additional carriage of root 

crops ?— Yes, tha t is the object o f the petition of the shire council of Lexton.
5241. T he council have petitioned in favour of which line ?— T he Avoca Valley line.
5242. In  consequence of the large trade done between that district and St. Arnaud in root crops ?— Yes.
5243. B y  the Hon. J . B uchanan.— M ay I  ask where Lexton is ?— Fourteen miles south of Avoca; 

Springs, tw enty miles.
The witness withdrew.

Mr. Joh n  F inlay  examined.
Mr. John Finlay, 5244. B y  the H on. W . W ilson .— I  believe you live somewhere in the neighborhood of St. Arnaud?—
30th August 1877. g o m e  time since, not always.

5245. B ut where do you live now ?— St. Kilda ; sometimes in St. ICilda, sometimes in rowaninnie.
5246. You have a large interest in the neighborhood of St. A rnaud ?— Oh, n o ! not at all.
5247. B y  the H on. D r. D obson .— In  the railway ?— No, nothing in the railway.
5248. B y  the H on. W. W ilson .— How far are you from St. A rnaud tha t your interest goes ?—I 

have no interest whatever.
5249. Then, M r. Finlay, I  have been very much misinformed ; for I  was assured that you had a very 

large in terest in the neighborhood ?— N o ; I  was asked to give evidence upon the extension of railway from 
Dunolly to St. A rnaud as against Avoca to St. A rnaud.

5250. A t one time you had a considerable interest in that country ?— I  have travelled over that 
country for years.

5251. You have a personal knowledge of the country ?— Yes.
5252. You were present, were you, when the valuator for the shire of St. Arnaud was examined, 

and heard his statem ent as to the settlem ent north-east of Em u ?— Yes ; but I  do not think th a t is in the 
shire of St. A rnaud a t all.

5253. He stated tha t it  was ?— I  am afraid he is mistaken.
5254. I  refer to the going down the valley of the A voca?— Yes ; pardon me, on the west of the 

Avoca Creek it divides the shire.
5255. T he river divides the shire ?— Yes ; and all the questions asked by the Committee relative to 

how the d istrict and the country would be situated as to railway extension to Em u has never once been 
answered.

5256. W e will endeavor to get th a t information now— the secretary for the shire of St. Arnaud was 
confining him self to the settlem ent upon the west side of the Avoca ?— I  th ink so, from the way he answeied 
the questions. _ ,

5257. From your knowledge, is the settlem ent upon the east side of the Avoca g rea t?— No, 1 do 
not say it is.

5258. Is  there considerable settlem en t upon the east side ?—Yes ; but those people, to go to 
St. A rnaud, would have to bridge the river every 3 or 4 miles.

5259. H e made a statement, which I  suppose you heard, that the station a t St. A rnaud would serve 
the.purposes of the selectors all along the Avoca Valley from the Em u down to the north is that your 
experience of the country?— No.

* In explanation, I  may be allowed to state that time cannot change the aspect of the country, but it  may m aterially change 
it in respect to growing timber, therefore I  cannot speak as to timber at present growing. Geo.P.M,
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[exhibiting a m ap ] —and the people are all east hero, and you would have to bridge the river every two or 
three miles for them.

5261. T hat is to get into St. A rnaud from the east ?— Yes.
5262. Then the settlem ent along the west would be good so far as the shire secretary stated it— that 

the residents upon the west side would go to St. A rnaud ?— B ut you must bear in mind that the line is 
running west all the time, and people will not go back upon it. Em u must be an important station, if  the 
railway is made there ; it m ust be a place not only for receiving large quantities of grain from both sides 
of the river, but also for the carriage of stock, when it is introduced—that is the only place to truck  them, 
because the Avoca has perm anent w ater at all seasons of the year.

5263. H ave you any knowledge of the settlem ent about Bealiba ?—Yes.
5264. Is  it of importance as to settlement ?— I  have a very poor opinion of both these lines as to

settlement— it is not very great.
5265. Then you lead the Committee to infer th a t so far as serving the district between Dunolly and 

St. Arnaud is concerned, it is of very little moment by either line ?— The only th ing from Dunolly to St.
Arnaud is, it will serve a far greater population than the other ever can.

5266. O f the two evils you th ink Dunolly is the least evil ?— Certainly. In  extending from Dunolly 
to St. A rnaud you tap the northern country, and then at the Em u all the traffic down towards E ast Charlton 
may go from th a t station.

5267. Then the profit and advantage from railway extension to St. A rnaud  is to be looked for from 
the settlem ent north and east of th a t ?— Generally.

5268. You have considerable knowledge of the whole of that country ?— Yes.
5269. Is  the  settlem ent g reat ?— Yes ; down the A voca it is for six ty  miles.
5270. V ery  dense settlem ent ?— I  can show you the survey of one of my own stations about sixty

5271. T hey would not come six ty  miles to this station— would Inglewood serve them ?— T hat is 
almost consecutively. I  do not th ink  a railw ay would be made from Inglewood to the  Avoca Valley.

5272. You th ink  that, to make this railway, was the only thing for the settlers in the Avoca 
Valley ?— I  th ink  th a t is the only thing to be done for them.

5273. In  choosing between the Dunolly line and the Avoca V alley you give the preference to the 
Dunolly and S t. A rnaud  line ?— Yes, I  do ; because there is no land of any account, only little  pieces of 
land, along the w estern side of the other line ; nothing to support a railway.

5274. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— On the w estern side ?— Y es.
5275. T he Pyrenees side ?— Yes.
5276. B y  the H on. W. W ilson.— H ave you been in the neighborhood of N atte  Y allock ?— Yes.
5277. Is  there  considerable settlem ent there ?— Yes.
5278. You have travelled the  road from M aryborough to A rchdale by way of N atte  Yallock, have 

you ?— Yes ; I  have been through Chinaman’s Flat.
5279. Is  th a t a well settled d istrict ?— Y es ; Chinam an’s F la t is well settled. There are a number

of people there.
5280. H ow  far is that from M aryborough ?— F ive or six  miles. _
5281. A nd they would be provided for by the present lines of railw ay— they are provided lor 

already ? Y es ; they  are ; and so is Avoca ; unless you w ant to make a line to every man’s door, I  do
not know w hat you want.

5282. A nd for a distance of ten  miles out from Avoca ?— Yes. .
5283. T hen ten miles from Avoca would embrace all the settlem ent now taking portion ol

Bealiba takes the other portion. , , .,
5284. B u t out from Avoca north  ?— T en miles east, and ten  miles west^ and ten miles north,

embraces all the land th a t could be taken up there for years, because the country is almost all ranges—
nQTVPTl Tl QTOC

5285. You have no practical knowledge of railw ay construction, have you ?— I t  is a very strange 
thing that since this m atter came before the public (and I  was glad to hear it) th a t the two engineers agree. 
As to the expense and trouble of these two lines I  agree w ith  them. ____

5286. Y ou are entirely in accord w ith them ?— Yes. I  think there are difficulties n  . .
5287 B ut w hich do you imagine would entail the greatest difficulty in construction ? -C e r ta in ly  

there is one "piece of railw ay a t the further end of th e  Avoca Valley th a t would be hard  to constiuct, and a 
nnrtinn of the Dunollv end a t this end would be hard  to construct.

5288 I  believe tha t the Avoca Valley and the Dunolly route would converge into one five miles 
from S t I L u d " .  I  th ink  they are going to extend it a  little further north, and make it much

easier.
5289. T h a t would be another strong reason for undertaking the Dunolly line ? Yes ; a1®0 ^

regard to the large population it would accommodate upon th e ^ e s t  of the me here. In

laDd °ffl5 2 9 0 na4 t L a r n / ^ ^ C T u n T e r ^ o o d  ^ o s ^ h a t  a  good deal o f settlement had taken 
place to the  north  of Em u ?-—Yes, north ol Enm-

5 2 9 2 ! You*were fortunate toA eA lm ^w ne^of a station in tha t direction a t one time ?- M u c h  further 

north than that.
5293. M uch further nor th  ; ~ T es’ t ti have. I  got a map of the surveys taken up to a
5294. Have you got a map ol tha t station . s

certain date. , • f,nn let me look at tha t to see w hat selection has taken place ?—
5295. W ould you have any objection to let ^  .g map of the run, and about*a quarter of

N ot the slightest [producing m  J  A  sta ti0n south of tha t which contains 95,000 acres,
it is mallee scrub ; th a t was taken up in two yeais. ^  
and th a t was taken up by the public in two yeais.



5296. This must have been a- p retty  large station ?— Sixty-four thousand acres.
5297. H ow much did they leave you of this, taking out the malice scrub ?— I t  is all surveyed since 

th a t was done— they have left me little or nothing now.
529S. N early  every acre is selected?—Alm ost every acre taken.
5299. B y  the H o n . J . A . W allace.— T aken up by yourself?— No.
5300. B y the H on. I I .  Cuthhert.— W ere you the fortunate selector of much of this ?— No ; I  bought, 

some of it.
5301. Then, in your opinion as a contractor and having a general knowledge of this country between 

the two lines, which would confer the g reatest good upon the greatest number ?— I think the north-west 
line from Dunolly to St. A rnaud  would confer the greatest good upon the greatest num ber— there is no 
doubt about that.

5302. A nd a station at Emu, if  I  understand you righ tly , will serve the  wants of a number of people 
who have taken up land to the north and north -east?— Yes. W hen th is question was asked before, I  do 
not th ink the persons asked understood it properly. I  will pu t my finger upon St. A rnaud upon this plan— 
to Avoca Creek north-east is this way. People from the north-east would never think of going twenty 
miles to S t. A rnaud. They would come to the nearest place, and the Avoca R iver would have to be 
bridged every two or three miles to let them over.

5303. Do you th ink the traffic at E m u would be nearly as large as th a t a t St. A rnaud ?— I t  may in
time.

5304. A nd it is valuable on w hat account?— Because there  is perm anent water a t the creek for 
trucking  cattle.

5305. B y  the H on, J . B a lfo u r .— You are in favor of the Dunolly line ?—I  am telling you my opinion 
th a t would give the g reatest good to the greatest number.

5306. H ave you any property  in Dunolly or St. A rnaud  ?— N ot a pin.
5307. H ave you friends w ith  property in Dunolly ?— I  have friends all over th is country.
5308. H ave you any relatives at Dunolly ?— N ot one.
5309. H ave you had ?—I  had a brother living in Dunolly many years ago.
5310. A bout the population a t Em u— were you here when M r. G reene gave his evidence ?— I  was.
5311. D id you observe th a t he spoke of the Avoca railw ay line as only being laid down on paper, 

but i t  would have to come nearer the Em u ?— Yes, it m ight do that.
5312. Then in th a t case the Em u could be served by the  Avoca V alley line ?— Yes.
5313. I f  they came nearer the Em u it would sufficiently tap the country ?— Yes, bu t that would be 

going round the country to make a railw ay.
5314. B u t tha t was the engineer’s opinion ?— Yes, bu t there are o ther engineers too.
5315. T hen you do not pu t m uch value upon M r. G reene’s opinion as to m aking th a t railway ?—I f

you ask M r. G reene a question th a t he understands he would give his evidence as straightforwardly as 
any man.

5316. Do you understand me ?— I  do ; and you asked M r. Greene a question that he did not under­
stand in answering it.

5317. W ith regard to the population on the north-east, on the other side of the Avoca, how do they 
get to St. A rnaud ?— T hey do not go to St. A rnaud.

5318. A re  there any roads between tha t settlem ent and St. A rnaud ?— W here do you refer to ?
5319. To the population on the north-east of Em u on the Avoca ?— Only the main road.
5320. Is  there a bridge across the Avoca ?— Yes, seventeen miles from St. Arnaud.
5321. T hen  w ith regard to the northern  d istrict from St. Arnaud, wall you favor the Committee with 

the reason w hy the Dunolly line would be better than the Avoca V alley line for the  northern population?— 
W ill you show me w here you mean ; draw  me the Avoca V alley line upon this plan.

5322. I  wall pu t the  question again. You informed the  Committee already th a t the population to 
the north  of St. A rnaud would form a good feeder for the railw ay ?— I  said to the  north-east of Emu.

5323. T hen is tha t in the direction towards your station ?— W ell, you can follow down the Avoca 
Creek to my station.

5324. To go to your station you follow the Avoca V alley, do you ?— You can go that way if  you like, 
but tha t is not the way to my station. I  go by Inglewood, unless I  have business to transact in St. Arnaud.

5325. Is  there any population to the  north  of St. A rnaud ?— Im m ediately to the  north  of St. Arnaud, 
any number.

5326. A nd you say th a t population would form a feeder a t St. A rnaud to the  line ?— Some would go 
there and some would come to Em u.

5327. Those directly north  of St. A rnaud ?— Some of them  would go to the  Em u.
5328. T hen those of the north of St. A rnaud— will you inform the Committee why the Dunolly line 

would be better for those than the Avoca V alley line ?— To the north-east of S t. A rnaud ?
5329. To the  north of St. A rnaud ?— I  never said so.
5330. In  answer to the  Honorable M r. W ilson, I  th ink  you informed the Committee, as I  understood, 

th a t there was a considerable population to the  north of St. A rnaud  ?— Yes.
5331. A nd they would form a considerable feeder to the  railway line ?— I  said there was a consider­

able population north  of the Em u, upon each side of the A voca Creek. I f  you do not understand me 
properly, I  can explain.

5332. You do not say to the Committee th a t the population north of S t. A rnaud would have any 
choice for the Avoca V alley line over the D unolly line?— I  do not see w hat reason they would have.

5333. You let fall a rem ark, tha t you had no opinion of either of those lines ?— No good opinion of 
the country.

5334. F or either line ?— N o ; only small pieces.
5335. Then are we led to believe by that, th a t you th ink  it  would be an unnecessary expenditure of 

money to make either of those lines ?— I  do not th ink  so ; I  th ink it  is requisite tha t there should be a 
railw ay to St. A rnaud, and as early as possible.

5336. T hen you stated I  th ink, th a t all the engineering difficulties upon the D unolly line were in the 
earlier p a rt of i t ? — A fter passing Goldsborough W est.

5337. A nd upon the other line— the difficulties— are they  upon the northern part of it ?— Yes.



S338. Then you do not take into account the difficulties upon the Dunollv line near St A m i,id  ™ 
because you say that they  are to be got over by diverging ? - Y e s .  7  ’ " “S S U S t *

5339 Still you consider, even after th a t divergence had been made, tha t the difficulties upon each * * * * * “"■ 
Jmc ave about equal ?— Yes. 1

5340 Still you consider, even after th a t divergence had been made, tha t the difficulties upon each 
side are about equal ?— I do not think there is ranch difference.

5341. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— From  your knowledge of this country, which is no doubt very 
extensive supposing that there he no existing railw ay communication cither with Dunolly or Avoca from 
Maryborough, would not the line as laid down and surveyed through the N atte Yallock Valley be in your 
opinion the most suitable line for the Government to make to connect St. A rnaud and the northern territory?—
T his red line do you mean ?

5342. l e s  ?— Yes, I  th ink  it would, i f  you want to avoid calling at the towns ; it would be the 
most direct line.

5343. H ave you any idea w hat distance th a t would have saved to passengers—how much nearer 
would th a t be to connect St. A rnaud w ith M aryborough than by going either way ?— I  suppose 10 or 
12 miles.

5344. Then passengers from the north  all along would have saved th a t ten or twelve miles if  there 
had not been th is  round on each side ?— Yes.

5o45. And there would not have been so much engineering difficulty as upon the other line ?—No.
5346. And it would go through the heart o f th a t valley ?— Yes.
5347. Accommodating settlers on each side?— Yes.

T he witness withdrew.

G E E L O N G  A N D  Q U E E N S  C L IF F  L IN E .

M r. Andrew M cW illiams examined.
5348. B y  the Chairman.— A re you the secretary to the shire of Bellarine ?— I  am shire surveyor of Mr. Mcwuuams, 

Bellarine and borough surveyor of Queenscliff, and also shire secretary of Bellarine. 30th A ugust 1877.

5349. B y  the H on. G. F . Belcher.— IIow  long have you acted in th a t capacity ?— E ighteen years.
5350. Do you know the country w here the proposed line from Geelong to Queenscliff will run  ?

—I  do.
5351. T he surveyed line ?—Yes.
5352. Can you give the Committee any idea of the passenger traffic between Geelong and Queens­

cliff?—I  can.
5353. P lease to do so ?— D uring five months of the year, in the summer season, there  are three daily 

coaches pass from Geelong to Queenscliff and return, conveying on an average six passengers each w a y ; 
and during the w inter, or the seven months of the slack season, as it is called, there is one daily coach goes 
and returns. I  have a very low average of four passengers each time, and from notes taken a t the toll- 
gate there is an average during the same five months of summer of eight private vehicles passing from 
Geelong to Queenscliff and returning, and during the remaining seven months two private vehicles passing 
from ' Geelong to Queenscliff and returning, each conveying about three passengers; those I  have taken 
from the toll returns. F o u r passengers is the average on public coaches ; sometimes there are ten, some­
times none, bu t it averages about four. I t  is a  two-horse coach, and sometimes three and sometimes four 
horses. The to tal num ber of passengers I  have made 7344 annually by these conveyances.

5354. Tolls, I  believe, have been abolished ?— Yes.
5355. From  w hat source did you take this information ?— The two last years’ toll returns.
5356. Has the last been an increase upon the previous one ?— A n increase of passengers ?
5357. Yes ?— Yes, it  has been steadily advancing ; when I  w ent to the d istrict first there was only 

one coach passed daily on the road from Geelong to Queenscliff.
5358. A nd the present traffic is steadily advancing ?— I t  is.
5359. Is  there any steam communication between Geelong and Queenscliff?— Occasionally a small 

steamer.
5360. N ot many passengers go by th a t ?— No.
5361. B ut from Melbourne there  is ?— Yes.
5362. Would any of th a t traffic come by the Queenscliff line if  i t  were opened ?— I  am sure of that 

—speaking from experience of the home country—I  am sure th a t more than half o f it would come by 
the line.

5363. A re  there  any other places upon the seaside th a t would be affected by this line of railway—
the P o rt A rlington side ?— Yes.

5364. W here do they run  to?— T here is a coach runs from Geelong through Drysdale to P ort
Arlington daily throughout the year.

5365. Can you give any estim ate of the passenger traffic there by this means of conveyance ?—
There is a lar°"e day coach, w ith  th ree  and four horses, that runs daily duiing the slack season j in the 
summer season there are two day coaches daily, and a number of private vehicles. I  have taken the trouble 
several times to note the number. I  took it some four years ago, and some eight or nine years ago, when
the same question was before the public.

5366. W hat is the total number annually ?— Upon that line, 9360  ̂ annually— more than the 
Queenscliff line— th a t is because there is a large population, and a number of private vehicles.

5367. Would th a t passenger traffic go by the railway if  it  were opened ?— I t  would.
5368." T he whole of it ?— Yes, the whole of it.
5369. The coaches would be knocked off?— Yes. _
5370 Can you give the population of the shire of Bellarine i— 373U.
5371* A n d  at Q u eenscliff ?— I t  is 954, taken from the borough books.
5372." H ow  would the residents of Portsea and Sorrento on the other side, i f  th is line were opened, 

be benefited *?— They would travel by this line.



Mr. McWilliams, 5373. W ould the passenger traffic be brought upon the Queenscliff line from that side ? Yes I
contimu'd, ’

soth August 1S77. b e l i e v e  SO.
5374. To w hat extent do you estimate ?— I  kuow the small steamer that formerly ran between 

Queenscliff and Portsea took 30 to 50 and sometimes more. T hat steamer is off since the lar^e steamers 
call there and go direct to Melbourne.

5375. Do yon know the amount of the valuation of the property in the shire of Bellarine ? Yes.
5376. W hat is i t? — In round numbers, £22,000— a few pounds less.
5377. A nd the property" valuation in Queenscliff?— £6625.
5378. Can you tell me the number of houses in Bellarine ?— 730.
5379. And Queenscliff?— 238.
5380. Have any industries been established, either near Queenscliff or P o rt Arlington, that would 

benefit the Queenscliff line in the way of tonnage or by passenger traffic ?— Industries— I do uot know 
of any.

5381. Is  there nothing at P o rt A rlington ? —  There is a brick and tile manufactory at P ort 
A rlington.

5382. A re they likely to turn out many tons of goods in the year ?— A  large quantity.
5383. Would they go by sea or by rail ?— A  portion would go by railway, and a portion by the 

boats ; at present they are carted inland from P ort Arlington 6 or 7 miles, beyond that it does not pay to 
cart them — perhaps 10 miles occasionally.

5384. Do you know anything off the salt works down a t Queenscliff?— Yes, I  do.
5385. A ny large quantity of salt from th a t? — Yes.
5386. W ould that come up along the ra il?— I t  would all come up, and could come no other way ; 

there are two or th ree salt works there.
5387. From  those two sources do you think there would be a goods traffic, and be to tha t extent 

benefited?— Y e s ; and the goods, the produce of Bellarine, about 10,616 tons annually, would benefit 
the line.

5388. From  Bellarine ?— Yes. The conveyance of goods to Queenscliff for various purposes—building 
purposes and for consumption by the population, has to be taken down— is nearly 7000 tons per annum 
taken into Queenscliff.

5389. B y  the lio n . T. T . B eckett.— From Melbourne ?— From  Geelong to Queenscliff. I  include 
firewood in that— that is brought 7 or 8 miles.

5390. B y  the lio n . G. F . B e lc h e r— Exclude the firewood ; how much of that would be firewood?— 
A bout half of it.

5391. You stated tha t you were acquainted with the land ?— Yes.
5392. H ave you any practical knowledge of railway making ?— Practical knowledge of railway

m aking ?
5393. Yes ?— Yes, I  have some.
5394. Can you form a good opinion of w hat the cost of this line would be ; first I  would ask you as 

to the quality of the land through which the greater portion of the line would pass, is i t  valuable?—Yes, I  
have valued i t ; the first three miles from Geelong would be worth about £25 an acre.

5395. W hat area would you say that was ?— Three miles, say 24 acres, that is the land tha t would be
taken by the railway.

5396. T hat is w hat I  refer to, the land actually to be taken for railway purposes ?—Assuming that
it is taken a chain wide, I  think that is what is taken generally now, eight acres to the mile.

5397. T hat is 24 acres ?— 24 acres.
5398. W hich you value a t £25 ?— Yes. T he nex t two miles you can buy it in bulk for £7 or £8 

per acre ; it would not cost more than £16 for railway purposes, double the actual value, £8.
5399. Sixteen pounds is a high estimate ?— Yes ; the nex t seven miles would be 56 acres ; I  have 

set it down at £9  per acre, it is through a sparsely -wooded country, the three quarters of a mile in the 
township of Drysdale would cost about £1000, and would have to be purchased for a station. Then there is 
five miles next Queenscliff again, poor wooded land, skirting the good land ; 40 acres at £5  an acre, 
this skirts Swan Bay.

5400. The total ?— £2560 for 142 acres.
5401. Do you think tha t th a t valuation is a fair one ?— 1 think it is. You can purchase the land for

half the money, if wanted for farming purposes.
5402. Does the line run chiefly through private property ?— Yes, chiefly ; excepting a short piece at

Geelong, and about two miles a t Queenscliff; which would be upon Governm ent unsold land.
5403. W hen it was proposed in the first instance to construct this line, w hat was the great objection 

to it— I mean before the Colac line was opened— w hat was then the great objection to the Queenscliff 
line ?— I  never heard of any particular objection to it.

5404. W as there not some objection to getting  to Geelong ?—Yes ; tha t tunnel m atter was made an 
objection by some G overnm ent five or six years ago. T h a t it was absurd to make a line to Queenscliff, 
the expense of th a t tunnel, and upon th a t first mile, would have almost made a railw ay i ts e lf ; but now the 
tunnel is constructed, and th a t difficulty is got over, and also a mile or a mile and a ha lf of the Colac line 
would be used for the Queenscliff line.

5405. I t  would start from flat ground near the breakw ater ?—Yes.
5406. Would any Crown lands be affected by the line—w hat is the area of Crown lands on each

side of the line to Queenscliff th a t would be affected by tha t line ?— T he first place nex t to Geelong would 
be, I  suppose, nearly a mile of Crown lands.

5407. In  area ?— 3STo ; a mile in length.
5408. I  mean the area of Crown lands that would be affected, th a t a value would be given to ?—I

think it is about a thousand acres.
5409. W hat value would you put upon that— would it get an increased value ?— Yes ; no doubt 

it would.
5410. H ave you any idea of the  agricultural produce of the d istric t?— I  have.
5411. W hat is its nature— how many tons— w hat would it consist o f?— The crops consist of wheat-

and other corn in large q uan tities; onions is a great crop, and potatoes.



, ,  S412- T h a t «  from the Bellarine portion, towards P o rt A rlington w ay ?— Y es; in fact the line M,. towm,™, 
would, touch the end of th a t country— tap it, as it were, a t Drysdale. - continued.

5413. W ould any of tha t produce go by the seaboard ?— A  little of it down about P o rt Arlington. ^  ^
5414. blow much ?— Perhaps w ithin two or three miles of Port Arlington.
5415. How  much tonnage would go by this line?— I have estimated 5000 tons. A bout 3000 would 

goby  boat, and very  likely the other 2000 tons, the produce of the district, would be taken in by private 
conveyance— carts. I  think th a t is about as near as you can get.

5416. I asked you as to the cost o f the laud— you think tha t in consequence of the value of the land 
being small, comparatively speaking, the line ought to be constructed cheaply ?— I  think so.

5417. A re there any great engineering difficulties in the way ?— None.
5418. A ny culverts?— I  suppose about six ty  small cu lverts; there are no rivers in the whole

course.
5419. Any expensive culverts ?— No, the cheapest kind of culverts will do.
5420. On private land ?— They are upon Crown lands and private lands. There are no rivers to

cross the whole way, only creeks th a t flow from the table lands. I t  is level country.
5421. H ave you made an estimate per mile ?— Yes.
5422. H ow m uch do you think ?— I  th ink £5000 a mile the very utm ost; but a t the prices I  see

in some of the tenders lately, even less than that. I  have taken the ballast and earthworks at the cost of 
the shire roads ju s t made.

5423. Is  there any ballast along the line?— Plenty  of gravel and red volcanic stones.
2424. B y  the H on. W . Campbell.— I  observe that the line appears very  crooked upon this map,

have you got a copy of it ?— I  have one, I  know it well.
5425. Could you state, for the information of the Committee, w hether the line could not be made

shorter; it is a great detour towards D rysdale?— Yes, it could be made shorter, perhaps two miles, bu t you 
would be leaving out the best country, the rich  agricultural lands, from which the produce and the large 
passenger traffic comes.

5426. T his detour is made for the sake of opening up the agricultural country more than for the 
accommodation o f Queenscliffe ?— It answers both purposes.

5427. Still i t  lengthens the distance considerably ?— Yes, but i f  the line were taken to the righ t 
hand of the line proposed here, there  would be engineering difficulties there at Kensington.

5428. I  see a main road here ?— Yes.
5429. I  presume there  is a hill upon tha t road ?— Yes.
5430. Could not th a t hill be avoided by going to the south, nearer to the lake ?— The road is a little 

too far north now, I  th ink it can be improved by bringing the line a little  southwards at one place. T he line 
might be shortened perhaps a quarter of a mile and also be more convenient to the public. I  think the line 
had no business there, it w ould 'be better a mile to the south ; the country is a little  easier and stone is easier 
to be got, and there m ight be a station put there— it is a populous district.

5431. H ave any tria l lines been made ?— I suppose there have.
5432. Has this line been laid out under your direction ?—No, I  had nothing whatever to do w ith it,

I  only saw the plan o f it  yesterday.
5433. You know it m erely from your general knowledge of the country ?— As shire surveyor I  

know almost every paddock and every rising ground in the country.
5434. Still, i f  a shorter line were practicable, it would save time and also material in the construction.

I  suppose you know the  advantages of a short line in comparison w ith a long one ?—Yes, but it would only 
serve the Queenscliff people in th a t case.

5435. A re you aware th a t the  main object of this line is for the fortification of the place, not for the 
agricultural people ?— I am aware th a t tha t is one of its objects.

- 5436; T hen  do you th ink it is desirable to go out of the way to accommodate the agriculture, and
not go direct to the fortifications ?— A  portion of the defence df the Heads will consist of the detachm ent
of artillery at Drysdale. -

5437. A re they  likely to remain a t D rysdale ?— They are ; and that detachment was spoken of by 
Sir William Jervois as one th a t ought to be kept for the  defence of the Heads.

5438. They are now a t Drysdale, but do you th ink  th a t they are to be always a t D rysdale ?— They 
are volunteers.

5439. W ould they not be more accessible down towards Queenscliff?— There is also a detachment 
there ; but, i f  I  understood Sir W illiam’s proposals, it would take 400 men to be always in readiness. I t  
would take 200 men to man the guns he proposes, and there ought to be a number of men—I  speak under 
correction of the  Colonel Commandant, who will tell you about i t ; it would take an equal number of men as 
a reserve force, to be used as required. They cannot raise more than 50 or 60 men at Queenscliff.

5440. W hy station them  at Drysdale, and not at Geelong ?— I t  is also proposed to use those at 
Geelong. I  th ink upon his report he states th a t the 250 men of the three places ought to be maintained in 
readiness to be sent down by railw ay to Queenscliff. I f  the line does not pass through Drysdale, the 
Drysdale men could not use i t ;  Drysdale is the ir residence. These volunteers can always be got up by 
bugle-call in fifteen minutes.

5441. W hat num ber of volunteers are there there ?— 52 upon the roll.
5442. Local men ?— Local men, living in the  village, who serve w ithout pay ; I  have the honour to 

command them.
5443. I  thought in my ignorance th a t they  m ight be nearer Queenscliff; if  they were nearer Queens­

cliff they m ight be more available ?— No doubt, bu t there is no other centre of population between Drysdale
and Queenscliff.

5444. H ow many volunteers are a t Geelong ?— I  think it is about loO or 160.
5445. H ow  many a t Queenscliff— very few there?— A bout 50 I  think, almost every man between 

18 and 40 is en ro lled ; the population is about 1000, and if  there be 50 or 60 upon the roll, it is a good
number for th a t population.

5446. B y  the H on. G. F . B elcher .— From  your knowledge of the Cost of construction, and from the 
information you have afforded to the Committee, do you think that, a t a cost of say £4500 a mile, it would 
return fair in terest for the outlay ?—I  am quite satisfied of that, a t a  cost of £5000 a mile the line will pay 
ever 10 per cent. I  am quite satisfied of that.
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5447. You th ink th a t the passenger traffic womd be considerably increased ?—I  am sure it would 
be doubled in a few y e a rs ; when I  went there first one coach took all the passengers, and in fact there was 
only a riding mail carried to the cliff by a boy on a horse, and three times a week, one mail to Drysdale.
Now there is a daily mail to Drysdale and P o rt A rlington, and twice a day to Queenscliff during the summer.
I  think that speaks a y  ell for the increase of the population.

5448. Can you tell the Committee w hether this line has been surveyed by the Government ?—Yes.
5449. When Avas it surveyed ?—Three years ago.
5450. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— You state tha t this line in your opinion will pay 10 per cent.?— 

I  believe it would.
5451. Clear of all expenses ?— No, I  do not say so.
5452. Do you mean 10 per cent, over and above the current expense of working it  ?—No, I  mean 

10 per cent.
5453. W hat would be the gross income ?— I  am sure it would pay 10 per cent.
5454. W hat Avould be the gross income ?—I  have not made it up.
5455. I  Avant to knoAV how you arrive at this 10 per cent.— do we understand you that the total 

income will be only 10 per cent, upon the outlay ?— Yes, I  say this, a t least a t present.
5456. The gross income would be only 10 per cent, upon the outlay?— I believe that is the loAvest 

a t present.
5457. I  can  h a r d ly  se e  h o w  y o u  can  sa y  th a t  th a t  w i l l  p a y  10 per c e n t .— Avhat is  i t  to  c o st—about 

£100,000, is  i t  n o t ?— Less th a n  th a t.
5458. Is  it not less than 22 miles ?— T here are two miles of it made.
5459. Tw enty miles would be £100,000, Avould it not ?— 1 9 | miles is the length of it, I  think.
5460. In  round numbers £100,000 ?— V ery nearly.
5461. Then, if  I  understand you rightly, you estimate the gross income a t £10,000 ?—I  made 

£17,134— that would be more than 10 per cent.
5462. W hat do you anticipate the Avorking expenses would be— I w ant you to deduct those?— Well, 

I  am not perhaps competent to give you th a t— the Government engineer will be the best to answer 
practically.

5 4 6 3 . T h e n  to  sa y  th a t  i t  w o u ld  p a y  1 0  p er  cen t, o n  its  c o s t  w o u ld  b e  h a r d ly  th e  co rrect Avay o f
p u tt in g  it  co m m e r c ia lly  ?— N o  ; i t  A\Tou ld  p a y  m ore th a n  th a t .

5464. I  see by th is estimate before me th a t the total cost is to be £123,000?— I  do not know ; that 
is not mine.

5465. Now if tha t is the total cost— £123,000— and you say the gross income is to be £17,000, I  
should like to know by what means you arrive at the conclusion th a t this line would pay 10 per cent.?— You 
are taking the estimate of another surveyor as to the expense.

5466. I  take the V ictorian Railways estimate ?— R ut I  do not adopt that.
5467. Take your own— I  Avant to bring it  home to you, upon your o a v u  showing, that it  cannot pay 

10 per cent. ?— £100,000— 10 per cent, on that would be £10,000— £17,000 would be 17 per cent.
5468. How much do you allow for expenses ?— I  cannot say.
5469. W hat you think is, th a t the gross income is to be 17 per cent. ?— The gross income would be

17 per cent.
5470. Then the line would not show a profit of 10 per cent. ?— No, I  could not say what the profit

of the line Avould be, I  am not competent to say th a t ; I  suppose, take the half of it.
5471. I  understood you before that the profit was to be 10 p e rc e n t .? — I  believe it would be the 

half o f it.
5472. I  think you said th a t there is a great deal of produce of all kinds coming from Bellarine and 

P o rt A rlington ?— Yes.
5473. Taking it roughly, w hat proportion of that do you th ink  would go to Melbourne ?—I  suppose 

th a t the three miles next P o rt Arlington would.
5474. Take the  total tonnage ?— W hat I  formed my opinion upon are the returns from the toll-gates.
5475. Assuming it was 10,000 tons, w hat proportion would go to Melbourne ?—I  will give you it, as I  

have them here together— there passed through both toll-gates the last year 8700 tons of goods to and from 
Geelong.

5476. And w hat proportion do you suppose th a t 8700 tons would be of the produce of the whole 
district ?— I  th ink tha t would be tw o-thirds of it.

5477. T hen not more than 3000 tons would go to Melbourne if  9000 is two-thirds, roughly about 
3000 or 4000 tons go to M elbourne?— Perhaps not more than that, always excepting firewood.

5478. B u t take all kinds of produce, do you know the number of craft engaged ?—I  do not.
5479. You have then only taken one portion of it, the land traffic?— Yes, I  have taken what I  am 

tolerably sure is correct.
5480. A nd this portion th a t goes to Geelong, is i t  for consumption in Geelong or for distribution 

further ?— Some of it goes to Ballarat, some to Melbourne, some to other places.
5481. Is any of it shipped ?— Large quantities of onions go to Ballarat. Bellarine produce is shipped 

to Queensland and N ew  South Wales.
5482. Is  any of it shipped to M elbourne ?— Yes, a good deal of it.
5483. W hat proportion ?— T he seven miles or eight miles of country near to Geelong all goes there, 

and a good deal thence to B allarat or Melbourne.
5484. Do you imagine th a t all the agricultural produce would pay to be carried tha t eight miles and 

then unload a t Geelong, Avould not tha t continue to be carted into Geelong ?— I  do not think the Kensington 
district, which I  am spending of, will. A  large quantity is raised between Geelong and Drysdale, rather 
more than half-way, seven or eight miles, and I  think th a t if  put upon a railway for Ballarat, will not have 
to be taken off again.

5485. B ut I  speak of that for shipm ent to Melbourne ?— I t  would save fourteen miles by horse.
5486. Would they not still continue to cart that produce to Geelong and put it straight on board the 

craft, rather than take it to the station and load and unload and then cart it to the craft ?—Some of them 
would perhaps, I  do not think many ; but a farmer, vvith a large quantity of grain, Avould send it by this 
raihvay to Melbourne ; it would be a great saving of time and a saving of labor, and in this country that is 
money.



5487. You also speak of the brick anti tile manufacture down there, I  imagine very little of that Mr Mcwniianw, 
produce would go by  rail ?— Yes a quantity  m a l t S W

5488. B y rail ?— Yes ; a large quantity  is sent by coasters now, th a t is a nasty coast for trading 
small bo a ts ; I  am quite satisfied that a good deal of it would find its way to Geelong by railway, and a good 
deal would be used in the district about Kensington th a t they now bring from beyond Geelong.

5489. I  need scarcely tell you th a t w ater carriage is cheaper than railway, and (hat at home canals 
run alongside railw ays and take all the goods ?— I  know that, and you must also add that the opening of a 
railway lias never much decreased the traffic of a canal, they always have plenty to do. I  have had expe­
rience of tha t in the home country.

5490. Speaking of brick and tile, we have heard that if there was a railway from Brunswick, they 
would still cart brick and tile from Brunswick to Melbourne, and not send it in by railway— the less handling 
brick and tiles have the better ?— Y e s ; but those are a superior quality of bricks ; they are nearly as hard 
as stone.

5491. You still th ink they w ill come by railway, involving double loading and double handling ?—
Some of them would ; I  do not say all.

5492. I  do not th ink you answered the question as to the proportion of Crown lands this line would 
benefit ?— A bout a thousand acres a t least.

5493. A ltogether ?— Yes.
5494. A ll the rest i t  would pass through would be private lands ?— Yes ; it is a closely populated 

country.
5495. Do you th ink  it is advisable for a S tate railway to pass through private lands ?— Yes.
5496. H as it  not been objected ?— I  do not th ink it m atters where it goes, i f  it can be made cheaply, 

as it is for the use of the public.
5497. You spoke of the D rysdale detachm ent of a rtille ry?— Yes.
5498. W ould the formation of this line be a great facility for them for drill purposes ?— Yes ; they 

could go up every Saturday for drill.
5499. How  long does it  now take them  to attend a t the batteries at Queenscliff ?— We drill them  at 

Drysdale a t present.
5500. H ave you guns there ?— W e have one, bu t it is not enough.
5501. W hat is the gun ?— A  64-pounder.
5502. A nd by means of th is line your detachment would be able to attend drill much more satisfac­

torily ?— Yes ; they would be compelled to attend under the proposed system.
5503. B y  the H o n . J . Cumming.— You have been asked about the brick and tile m anufactory a t 

Port A rlington —  are you aware th a t a quantity  of those are sent inland, in the direction of Colac ?—
Yes ; the ornamental bricks are, and a large quantity of the w hite bricks ; they sell a t £5  to £10 a 
thousand.

5504. I f  you went by the main road from Geelong to Queenscliff, would you have any idea o f the 
kind of country th a t this line would traverse— would it give a stranger an idea ?— By no means.

5505. W hereabouts is the most valuable land upon the line ?— Drysdale.
5506. W hat distance is th a t from Geelong ?— 13 miles.
5507. W hat is the character of the land about there ?— I t  is the best in the colony— some of it has

sold a t £50 and £60  an acre.
5508. Is  there  a large population in the immediate neighborhood of Drysdale ?— There is.
5509. W hat is about the average size of the holdings there ?— The greater number of occupiers do 

not exceed 50 acres— there  are a num ber holding larger quantities, but they are few ; some hold as low 
as three acres and make a good living out of it ; they produce an immense quantity of eatables onions, 
carrots, parsnips, and all th a t sort o f th ing for the Geelong and Melbourne markets.

5510. A re there  not some families doing well on the occupation of ten acres of land?— Yes, and they
are wealthy. „ , , , , ,  . . ,,

5511. I t  is a k ind of garden cultivation ?— Yes ; ten acres of land there would bring a  man there
£200 and £300 a year ; it is almost incredible wdiat they are m aking of it. _

5512. T his railway would give these people great facilities for sending produce to m ark e t.-— Yes.
5513. A re you aware how some of th a t land has been cultivated in the neighborhood of Drysdale .

— Some o f it since the year 1846 or 1847.
5514. H as it been continuously cultivated ?— I t  has been continuously cultivated.
5515. Do you th ink its fertility has been decreased ?— No, it is getting better now ; they are getting

5516. You do not th ink those small farm ers are likely to leave that locality ?— No, not the least fear 
of it. T here is a farm er called Skews— he bought for about £ 4  an acre a few years ago, and a month
since the same land was sold for £43 an acre. _ „ „

5517. Some o f this land has been cultivated for over th irty  years continuously. le s .
5518. T he crops m ature earlier there than in other parts of the colony . — le s .
5519. T his special kind of crops ?— Yes.
5520 A nd a g reat Quantity of them  go inland ?— A  great quantity. .
552l! A re you aware th a t a  g reat quantity  of the crops are sent to Melbourne and are sent inland

from M d b o u r n e i ^ e s .   ̂ ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  stra igh t inlan(1 ?_ Y e s ,  the toll indicates the enormous

’ " “ ^ ^ " T h e r e i r a  necessity for making this detour in  the line to go to  Drysdale, to give accommoda­
tion to this farming d istric t ? - Y e s ,  th a t and the artillery together these are two necessrt.es.

5524. T he  land on th e  line from Drysdale to Queenscliff is infenoi ? - Y e s ,  the line taps m e good
land, and then  goes stra igh t to  the cliff. . --

5525. I t  is thickly timbered a t present, is it not . le s .
5526. W hat kind of tim ber ?— Firewood, and posts and rails.

5528' a " L g e  quantity of w attle bark , th a t is
another trade th a t will be b e te r  than  i t  is now, if  there was a way of gettm g it  a t once.



Mr. McWilliams, 5529. There is upon the whole land a great quantity  of bark ?—Yes, a great quantity, it is a
30th August 1877. C rop .

5530. T h at would be to th e  w est of the line?— On the south and north of it.
5531. Then there would be a large quantity  of firewood sent along the line?— Yes, an immense

quantity of firewood, sufficient for Geelong and Queenscliff for the nex t twenty years, and it would be the 
cheapest supply for those two places.

5532. A nd the she-oak firewood is o f a first-rate description ?— The she-oak and w attle— stripped 
w attle is nearly as good as coal.

5533. Is  there any red gum in that neighborhood ?— Yes, on the flats.
5534. Would it be useful for sleepers ?— No, I  hardly th ink it would do for that, it is not good

enough, the best has been taken long ago.
5535. A re there any fishing stations along these indented heads now ?— Yes, three or four, there 

are Scotch, Irish, and Chinese fishers living there.
5536. I f  this line were taken down to Drysdale it would encourage fishermen to prosecute their 

business?—Y e s ; I  th ink there is an average of about 500 to 700 baskets of fish taken and sometimes 
1000.

5537. I  do not ask in regard  to Queenscliff, but I  mean along the Indented Heads ?— Yes, a good 
deal of fish comes up from St. Leonards coast ; they do not take advantage of the steamer. F ish  from the 
Indented Pleads coast goes by land to Geelong then by rail to M elbourne or Ballarat. T he men have got a 
line of their own running their fish w ith horses to Geelong.

5538. Do you think tha t this would encourage more fishermen to settle on the line ?— Yes, no doubt 
of it, i f  they had a better way of getting up their fish to m arket.

5539. B y  the H on. H . Cuthhert.— A re there any facilities at Queenscliff for passengers to embark 
or disembark, tha t is passengers going on a long sea voyage ?— Yes, boats.

5540. They would have quite enough of the journey and they would wish to make it as short as
possible. Suppose an outward bound vessel were passing, would any of the passengers go as far as
Queenscliff by the line, if  the line w ere constructed and embark at Queenscliff ?— I  have no doubt of it.

5541. A nd so w ith inward bound vessels, many of the passengers would disembark at Queenscliff ?— 
No doubt of it. I  speak from experience of the Greenock to Glasgow line of railw ay when, it was 
constructed ; people said they would get no passengers, because there were good large steamboats up and 
down every hour, and yet, when the line opened they could scarcely keep pace w ith the traffic,, and that 
by the boats scarcely diminished. -

5542. I f  the line w ere made no doubt a number of friends would accompany the passengers as far as 
Queenscliff?— Yes ; no doubt of it. - .;. r.\

5543. T h a t would add m aterially to the passenger traffic ?— Yes ; I  have no doubt of it.
5544. B y  the H on. R . S im son.—Did you ever see many passengers come to Queenscliff. to go on 

board a ship ?— Yes.
5545. M any ?— Some. I  could not say positively many ; but I  have know n persons to go by that

way. There is a class of men who live by taking passengers, and bringing passengers on shore to
the cliff.

5546. A  steamer would not require to anchor, but a ship would require to anchor to take them in?—No.
5547. You have mentioned the quantity  of tonnage that th is railw ay would be likely to command,, 

among that is there much hay ?— I  do not think it. We do not produce much hay. I t  is mostly garden 
produce. Sometimes we have to send for our hay to other places. W e grow more profitable crops. Hay 
is only £5  or £6  per acre ; some men will take £100 an acre off their land in onions. I t  would not do to 
grow much hay. -

5548. W here is this 10,616 tons to come from, if  hay is not included in a  portion of it— what is i t  
to be ?— Potatoes, onions, corn, mangolds, carrots ; those are the crops.

5549. Those are all to be sent into Geelong chiefly ?— Yes ; Geelong or Melbourne ; I  give you 
this out of the tolls statistics.

5550. B ut do you mean to tell me tha t everything th a t comes into the tolls would come by the 
railw ay?— N early all.

5551. W ould a farmer use his horse and cart to cart his goods 5 miles to a railway, to send them 
12 miles by railw ay?— They would, some of them.

5552. Even a t Gisborne, the farmers find it more profitable to use the ir own teams to send in their 
hay ?— I  do not speak as to h a y ; we do not produce much.

5553. As to the passenger traffic ; do you think tha t the traffic which three coaches in summer time 
are able to supply would pay anything a t all for a railway ?— Look a t the number of vehicles ; look at the 
colossal fortune tha t the coachowner made down there by his private vehicles.

5554. H e runs three coaches a day?— Yes, sometimes; and has a num ber of private vehicles 
for hire.

5555. B u t it  would take a great num ber of private vehicles to pay for. a railw ay at what you 
represent three coaches per day ?— No d o u b t; but I  reckon tha t there are nearly 17,000 passengers during 
the year.

5556. A ll that you name would not fill two compartments of a railw ay carriage ?— I  am averaging 
only eight private vehicles daily during five months ; and I  th ink  I  am considerably under, because I  know 
that, during five months, there would be far more than eight vehicles daily. I  am quite sure eight is very 
moderate.

5557. T h a t is the summer ?— Five months ; and I  have only put down two private vehicles daily in 
the w inter.

5558. T he whole th ing would not fill a single compartment of a railw ay carriage— the two private 
vehicles and the coach ?— T hen there is the other line, to D rysdale ; I  make, altogether, about 16,700 
passengers annually.

5559. Then there is the  salt; does the salt come to Geelong by railw ay also?— No doubt of it, there 
as no o ther way for i t  to come.

5560. Do no coasters o r lighters go down to the saltw orks?— No, the saltworks are inland on the 
S alt Lake and would be less than  a mile from a siding station th a t would be made.



,  «?V, You af®.8WM»  that ti.10y c™ set up the salt for less than one-half the price per ton by the m, Mcwm,.™ 
coast than they could by rail— time is not such an object for salt that they could afford to pay double the 
freight for , t  ? - I  do not refer to salt in my estimate, I  refer to it merely n L n  t * *
,t ,s only two years in existence, and the men are struggling hard to make it a sn ccess-th ey  are working men.

5562. You have said tha t the fine land in Bellarm e has been in cultivation for many years; is it not 
n fact tha t a  great deal o f tha t ground is laid down in English grasses ?— Only one or two fields on the 
larger farms, but they are breaking it up a g a in ; they are getting into the English system of rotation of 
crops w ithin the last ten years. J

■ ■ 5563. In  making your calculations of goods and passengers, you do not seem to have taken into 
consideration that a farm er who is living in the neighborhood has his own conveyance and will not take 
the trouble to drive to the railway station a couple of miles when a few miles further will brine him 
in ?—The great bulk of the passengers will come from Drysdale, or about Drysdale, and Queenscliff

5564. There is a large population between Drysdale and Geelong ?— Yes, there is.
5565. They m ust come in some way ?—No doubt the station at Kensington, at the top of the rise 

would have a large amount of support. ’
5566. B y  the H oji. G. F. B elcher .— Do you know the amount th a t is paid to the contractors for 

the mails ? I  th ink the last was between £400 and £500 for the mails to Queenscliff, and it is £150 I  
think, to Drysdale. ’

5567. About £600 or £700 for mails ?— I  th ink it is £442, the last return I  saw. There are a 
number of mails— the English mails and the Sydney mails come in by Queenscliff.

5568. B y  the H on. A . Fitzgera ld .— I  do not understand w hat you m eant by the total traffic—the 
total receipts upon the proposed line are how much from all sources?— £17,154.

5569. H ave you divided how much of that belongs to passengers and how much to goods ?— I  have, 
but I  have not the particu la rs; I  have not added it up separately.

5570. T h a t is the gross receipts, £17,000?— The gross receipts.
5571. A re  you aware w hat the usual per-centage of deduction is for working expenses upon the 

Government railways ?— I  am not.
5572. I f  you heard tha t the Committee had it in evidence here from the highest authority th a t it 

was 48 per cent., or say one-half, would you th ink it extrem e ?— I  do not think that would be the rule.
5573. I  heard you say something about paying 10 per cent.— is it 10 per cent, on the estimate which 

the Government engineers gave, or your own estimate ?— Upon my own estimate.
5574. A re you aware what the  Government estimate is ?— I  heard it read here.
5575. A re you aware tha t your estim ate differs from it by about £40,000 ?— Yes, but I  can give you 

another fact— I  was examined before the Legislative Assembly upon the Colac line, and I  was considerably 
under every other professional man upon that, and when the tenders wTere taken, it was even lower than 
mine ; that is upon record—I  was more nearly correct. From  my intimate local knowledge of the country 
I  think it will be found th a t I  am right.

5576. T hat it is one-third cheaper— do you stake your professional character upon that statem ent?—
I  am quite content to do so.

5577. T hat the Governm ent engineers estimate the line a t one-third over w hat you estimate its cost 
will be ?— I  do not stake m yself to one-third, but I  say tha t my estimate will be nearer to the cost than 
theirs, unless there is some enormous and unnecessary expense.

5578. Can you tell us the proportions of the £17,000 for goods and passengers—you cannot divide 
that £17,000 ?— I  cannot a t present.

5579. T he greater proportion would be for passengers ?— I  am sure of it.
5580. B y  the H on. G. F . Belcher.— T he Honorable Mr. F itzgerald has spoken w ith regard to the 

great discrepancy between your valuations and the Government valuations; do you think that that can be 
accounted for by the fact, th a t when the estimates were made the tunnel was considered as a portion of the 
£60,000 ?— I  do not know w hether they included that or not.

The witness withdrew.

M r. Jam es H ardie examined.
5581. B y  the Chairman.— W hat is your occupation ?— I  am a fisherman ; a practical fisherman. >fr- j.Hardie,
5582. Engaged in fishing ?— Yes. 30th August im
5583. W here do you live ?— A t Queenscliff.
5584. B y  the H on. G. F . Belcher.— How  long have you been residing at Queenscliff?— Fifteen

years.
5585. A nd how are you generally employed during th a t fifteen years ?— I  have been following 

fishing for a  living.
5586. I  th ink you kept a record of the result of the fishing industry there, that is, the quantities 

taken ?—I  was secretary for three years for an association of fishermen, who sent a t that time nearly all 
the fish th a t left Queenscliff for the two markets of B allarat and Melbourne. T h a t is three years’ 
experience I  had in the fish business. I  have had nineteen years’ intimate acquaintance w ith the fisheries 
in Port Phillip  Bay.

5587. You know pretty  well the  quantities and proceed sales of the fish ?— I kept a record of the 
whole at the time.

5588. H ow  many fishing stations are there a t or near Queenscliff that would send their fish up by 
rail ?—In  my memorandum I  took account of nine fishing stations, but according to the last witness it 
appears that P o rt A rlington will also catch the railway to Queenscliff, so there are a few fishermen at 
Port Arlington I  have not included in my estimate.

5589. N ine stations irrespective of those referred to by the last witness ?— Yes ; I believe he spoke 
al.so of St. Leonards. I have included St. Leonard’s in my estimate. ^

5590. Can you tell me the number of men that are engaged in this industry ?— One hundred and
seventy-six. •

5591. A nd the number of boats ?— One hundred and thirty-seven.
5592.' There are some boats w ith only one man ?— A  good many.



5593. Have you any idea of the value of the plant so employed in the shape of boats ?—I  have 
estimated the value to be—I  think I  can show how it m ust be—by all the appliances necessary to sail a boat 
including nets, pots, &c., &c., and work the fish in P o rt Phillip  Bay, and the estimate I  am certain is low 
when I  say £40 a boat.

5594. T hat would be over £5000 ?— Yes, £5480 I  make it.
5595. Now if  this line were constructed, do you think that the number of men and consequently the 

number of boats would be increased ?— Undoubtedly, in proportion to the sale. I t  is impossible to say the 
increase.

5596. Would the construction of the line have any effect upon the deep sea fishing outside the 
Heads ?— Undoubtedly, as the fisheries can never be developed without a line to convey the fish to the 
various parts to the westward. There has always been a difficulty felt by the fishermen that there was no 
proper means for getting away the fish when the fish were to be had in large quantities.

5597. Can you tell me the quantity  of fish caught—you count them by baskets I  think ?—Yes.
5598. How  many baskets a week upon the average ?— From  my experience in the three years I  was 

secretary to the company, it was three baskets to a man, tha t multiplied by 176 would give a total of 528 
baskets.

5599. T h a t is weekly ?—Yes.
5600. In  w eight w hat would that be ?— A basket is about 65 pounds. T hat would give a gross 

w eight in tonnage of a little over 15 tons— 15J tons.
5601. A nd that per annum would be?— 797 tons.
5602. Now w ith regard to the cost of transm itting this fish to market, it comes up by coach, I  think ? 

— N ot by coach. There are two conveyances—two or three conveyances— carts and 4-horse waggon.
5603. Employed by the fishermen ?— Employed by the fishermen daily in the fishing business. The 

owners of conveyances charge so much per basket, and they keep plant upon the road at so much cost per 
basket.

5604. How much per ton from Queenscliff to Geelong?— Two shillings per basket— £3 10s. per ton.
5605. To Geelong ?— To Geelong.
5606. W hat is the further charge from Geelong to B allarat ?— I  believe, to Ballarat, since the 

reduction of charges upon the railways it is now about £3  10s. or £3  per ton.
5607. T h a t brings it to over £6, charging the rate by railway from Geelong to Ballarat. Do you 

send a large quantity of fish to Melbourne, to your knowledge ?— Yes, more goes to Melbourne than to 
Ballarat.

5608. W hat is the charge per ton ?— T he steamer now is the best mode we have of sending fish up 
to Melbourne, and the charges by the steamer are £2  10s. per ton.

5609. Is there any serious loss occasioned— is there an association down there of fishermen ?—No, 
not now— not since 1867— 10 years ago.

5610. A re there very long delays in sending the fish up ?— Yes, a t times. Men bringing fish from 
a distance frequently find th a t carts and steamer have ju s t gone. These fish have to remain 24 hours at 
Queenscliff before there is an opportunity of forwarding them to any m arket.

5611. In  the event o f any delay would there be any loss ?— Yes, decidedly.
5612. Has there been to your knowledge ?— Yes.
5613. To w hat extent ?— Fisherm en are debarred from taking more than a certain quantity of fish, 

for it frequently occurs th a t the fish do not realise the cost of carriage alone. I f  you put large quantities 
of fish upon the m arket a t once frequently the fishermen are compelled to pay. There are buyers down 
there. They purchase and, of course, they have the profit. I  cannot estim ate the amount of loss ; but, as 
I  have said, fishermen are debarred from taking more than a certain quantity of fish.

5614. A ltogether owing to the expense of the carriage ?— Owing to the quantity and there being no 
proper market, it is not saleable. I  mean a t times, when there are large gluts of fish.

5615. T hat is not in keeping w ith the complaints of the Melbourne people, a t any rate. You say 
the fishermen are restricted in the quantity they are to catch ?— There are times when any quantity of fish 
can be had at Queenscliff.

5616. W hat time elapses between the landing of the fish at Queenscliff and the delivery generally 
to the Melbourne m arket ?— From  the time the fish are taken ?

5617. Yes. How long has the  fish been caught before it reaches the consumer ?— The fishermen 
leave at one o’clock in the morning, and all hours in the morning through the forenoon, and they have to 
return to Queenscliff, for the purpose of forwarding the fish, by five o’clock in the afternoon. Those fish 
leave Queenscliff at six o’clock or seven o’clock, and proceed to Melbourne or B allarat to be sold the next 
day in the markets. I  believe the B allarat m arket is sold at m idnight, and Melbourne m arket a t five o’clock 
or six o’clock in the morning.

5618. Then if  there were trains from Queenscliff the men m ight remain out longer ?— I f  there was 
a  morning train and an evening train  the fishermen could fish at night, and take large quantities and send 
them to Geelong and through the western districts ; they would not be restricted then from taking all they 
could get.

5619. Do you th ink that, w ith railway communication, this industry would be very largely 
developed ?— I t  "would be very largely indeed. I t  is impossible to tell the number of men that would be 
employed not only in P o rt Phillip  Bay, but on the coast as well.

5620. B y  the H on. J .  A . W allace.— I  think you mentioned that by sending the fish by steamers 
th e  freightage is £2  10s. per to n ?—Yes.

5621. And by railway £5 or £ 6  per ton?—£ 6  to Ballarat.
5622. I t  is ju s t about the same distance to Melbourne ?— I  do not know the distance.
5623. I t  is only for the general in terest of the public that I  ask this question. Is  it often that you 

have a greater supply of fish than the demand is ?— There is frequently more supply in the summer season.
5624. I  have lived a long time in this colony, and I  have never seen fish cheaper than sixpence . • 

T h a t is w hat we hear at Q ueenscliff; tha t is w hat everyone says, and we are often told. The fishermen 
make no money at a l l ; it is the hawkers and the fishmongers ; they have the fish trade entirely in their hands.

5625. B y  the H on. W. Campbell.— W ould the fish carried by water suffer less than the fish carried 
by land ?—-We are told th a t the fish sent by steamer are more injured than fish going by rail.



5626. How do you account for th a t ?— By handling them about in putting them on board and putting Mr. j . n&rdie, 
them out a t the w harf here. W hen the steamer arrives they are greatly knocked about, and a great many mhcô in̂ ’l^ 7 
of them are lost— a great many baskets as well as single fish. ugUB

5627. I  thought tha t the shaking of the carts upon the road coming up would injure them more than 
the steamer. Bo the fish reach the markets generally in good condition both by land and water ?— There 
are complaints both ways. People are not careful at all either way. Fish is a thing that ought to be care­
fully handled, and the people neither way take proper care ; and therefore we suppose that if  there were a 
railway, the fish would come in a far better condition, and therefore the trade would develop better.

5628. I suppose the time, w hether taken by road, would affect the quality ?— The time has a great 
effect upon the quality.

5629. W hat time does the steamer take from Queonscliff ?— From  Queenscliff, I  suppose not less than 
four hours or four hours aud a half.

5630. W ould that time be shortened much by making the journey by ra il?— I cannot say about the 
shortening of the time, but it would reach the m arket at the proper time without fail, while the  steamer 
does not ply every day. I  am speaking of the E clipse , not of the steamer Queenscliff.

5631. B p  the H on. J . Citmming.—You have been asked some question about the conveyance of fish 
from Queenscliff to M elbourne by steamer. A re not the fish pu t down in the hold of the steamer ?— No ; 
when they are in baskets they go upon deck ; bu t when they are in bulk I  have seen them pu t in the hold.

5632. T hey are pu t in the hold of the steamer, too ?— Yes, in large quantity.
5633. A nd the bay is rough frequently, and they are obliged to keep the hatches upon the hold?—

Of course, in rough weather. ,
5634. So th a t the fish may be spoiled by the confined atmosphere ?—Yes ; frequently th a t happens.
5635. W ith reference to the cost of conveyance of fish from Queenscliff to Ballarat, i t  is about £ 6  

per ton ?— About £ 6  per ton : £3  10s. by land, and I  have put £2  10s. by the rail ; but I  am not certain of 
the amounts since the alteration in the rates on the railway.

5636. So th a t they only cost £2  10s. from Geelong to Ballarat, a distance of fifty miles, and £3 10s. 
from Queenscliff to Geelong, tw enty  m iles?— Yes.

5637. So th a t the greater part of the expense of carriage is between Queenscliff and Geelong ?—
Decidedly so.

5638. A t present the fishermen are obliged to sell to a few dealers at Queenscliff, are they not ?—
Not the whole. E ver since the association was formed and the m arkets were opened ; previous to th a t the 
sale of fish was entirely in the hands of th ree brothers, and our association drove them out of the country ; 
since then there are a number of people to sell to.

5639. B u t the greatest num ber of fishermen sell their fish entirely to dealers ?— T he greater number 
do. I  do, for one.

5640. B u t if  there were railways for the conveyance of fish, each fisherman would be able to consign 
his own fish to his own agent in any part of the colony, and get more for his fish th a t way ?— They would 
be able to open up m arkets in the western parts o f the colony.

5641. T h a t is not my question. I  asked if  each fisherman would not be able to consign to his own 
agent anywhere in th e  colony ?—Yes.

5642. A nd would get more for his fish th a t w ay?— Yes ; undoubtedly he would. I t  would benefit 
the fisherman in th a t respect, as opening up fresh m arkets for them.

T h e  witness w ithdrew.

N o t e .— In  the interests of the fisheries and the public at large, it  is absolutely necessary (in  the summer season) 
there should be two opportunities daily— one morning, one even ing— for forwarding fish caught about the Heads to  
Melbourne and other centres of population. T his can only be accom plished by a railw ay connecting Queenscliff with  
Geelong.— J .  H a b d i e .

TUESD AY, 4 th  SEPTEMBER 1877.

GEELONG AND QUEENSCLIFF RAILWAY.

Colonel W. A. D. Anderson, Commandant of the Forces, examined.
5643. B y  the Hon. J . Cumming.— Do you think it desirable, in connection with the defences of the cot^ d ™ . 

colony, that the railway should be extended from Geelong to Queenscliff?—I am of opinion that effect 
cannot be given to Sir William Jervois’s scheme after construction properly without railway communication

with Quecnschfi.^ approve of the report as far as it relates to the extension of railway accommodation 
to Queenscliff?—As far as the railway, but I  would wish not to express an opinion on Sir William’s
report, as it would not become me to do so.

5645 There is a paragraph in the report to this effect— “ In order to afford more rapid communica­
tion by land,* between the capital and the defences, it would be desirable that the raffway from Melbourne 
to Geelon" should be continued to Queenscliff whenever an appropriation can be made for this object.
Do von nonnnr in that ?—If you would permit me, I would rather explain how it bears upon the matter.

5646. You approve of the railway being extended to Queenscliff?—I think that Sir William
Jervois’s recommendation, as therein expressed, is a very wise , . . .  .

Sfi47 Will vou be good enough to state to the Committee what, in your opinion, the advantages 
would be of raffway  ̂communication,'’from a military point of view ?-Briefly if  Sir William Jervois’s 
recommendation is carried out, the defence of the port will be concentrated at the Heads He proposes 
to  c n ^ r n c t  tw o  forts upon the shoals and one on each head. For the manning of these forts he allows 
700 mmi including 100 for the torpedo defence. It is quite clear that the localities there cannot supply 
over perhaps one-seventh of that number of men, even if organ,sed-as the Naval Reserve are now, that 
is partially paid It therefore follows that the care-taking and supervision of these forts, that is, the two



in the w ater and one on each side of the Heads, will fall upon the paid men at the disposal of the G o v e r n ­
m ent ; th a t is, the V ictorian A rtille ry , now in barracks. I  know th a t S ir W illiam Jervo is’s idea was, that 
in time of peace it would he sufficient for us to keep a steady non-commissioned officer and fourteen 
men to w ork one of the guns in each fort, and for preserving the G overnm ent property and for taking care 
of the valuable torpedo plant he proposes th a t the  colony should possess. To station in those parts the 
present garrison force to afford the necessary relief would entail the construction of expensive barracks 
and add vastly to the cost o f the  corps, and remove them entirely  from my supervision in many ways. A 
railw ay would afford means for relieving detachm ents and train ing the whole of the men in barracks to the 
use of the  guns, and giving them  a thorough knowledge of the ranges ; further, the w orking of the torpedo 
lines of defence which Sir W illiam  proposes in connection w ith the forts can only he thoroughly 
accomplished by having men accustomed to the sight, aud frequently practising upon the torpedoes and 
the ir connections, &c., thereat. I  find, therefore, th a t for economy to supply the m anning of the forts in 
tim e of war, for th e ir  custody in time of peace, and for practising of the men who will have to work them 
in time of war, they  m ust be frequently visited by th e  men intended to man them. To supply the 700 men 
th a t Sir W illiam  requires for the efficient m anning of the  forts and torpedoes on attack  it is quite clear that 
the perm anent force of the colony will not be sufficient, th a t is, it will require about a sixth more men, 
and it is only by having these men in easy communication w ith the  works th a t we can hope to have them 
fit to fight them . T here  are a great many other advantages, as to the supply of stores, and of throwing 
troops down w here the encounter will take place, and resisting attem pts a t landing, and I  cannot see that 
any of these objects can so well be accomplished as with railw ay communication through the places which 
will furnish the  men. S ir W illiam Je rv o is’s estimate of th e  cost in the construction of these works was, I  
th ink , something like £350,000. I  am quite sure the cost o f m aintenance, the non-necessity of building of 
barracks, and generally m uch would be saved by the railw ay.

5648. T hen you th ink  that, even in the construction of these works, the railw ay would be of con­
siderable advantage ?— Y es, although w ater carriage will be largely  used, still a great m any stores may be 
required a t special times, wdien ships could not be kep t in w aiting, and w eather was unfavorable; The 
construction of the railw ay would g reatly  facilitate the construction of the works.

5649. In  his report S ir W illiam Jervo is refers to a corps a t D rysdale and one at Geelong ?— Sir 
W illiam  contem plated the reduction of the N aval Reserve, now a t M elbourne, who are partially paid by 
G overnm ent on condition of giving a certain num ber of hours train ing per annum ; and the establishment 
o f a corresponding body of men, to be called Coast A rtillery , or some such name, partially  paid by Govern­
ment, in the neighborhood of the  H eads and Drysdale, Bellarine, &c. In  these neighborhoods we think 
we could get a class of men who could be trained to gun-w ork and torpedo-w ork, th e  la tter from their 
knowledge of boating and sea-faring habits.

5650. W ould it be necessary for those men to be properly prepared th a t they m ust have easy com­
munication w ith Queenscliff ?— I t  is essential to proper training.

5651. H e proposes th a t the whole force shall be under your com m and?— H e proposes that the
N aval Reserve shall be placed under my command to prevent divided authority.

5652. I f  the defences are carried out according to the report of S ir William Jervois, in your opinion 
railw ay communication to Queenscliff would be indispensable ?— To carry  out his scheme effectively after 
construction, I  th ink  so.

5653. B y  the H on. W . Campbell.— M ay I  ask w hat time you estim ate that these forts would take 
in their construction ?— I  am unable to answ er th a t question ; it would depend upon the means placed at the 
constructing engineer’s disposal. I  should th ink two years, from opinions I  have heard expressed. I  do 
not speak of my personal knowledge, it is outside my power to give an opinion ; bu t I  th ink I  am correct in 
rem em bering th a t about two years would suffice if  the w orks were vigorously proceeded with.

5654. Do you th ink it necessary th a t the railw ay construction should precede the construction of 
these fortifications ?— I  th ink th a t if  the  railw ay were constructed a t the time th a t the works were about to 
be commenced, it would greatly  add to the facilities o f carrying out the  w ork.

5655. In  the way of carrying m aterial ?— In  ensuring an exact supply of m aterial a t the exact time it 
was wanted, and not depending upon the w eather or the sta te  of the  harbor.

5656. A nd also convenience in sending detachm ents of men to different points— would that be an
advantage ?— T h at is after the works are constructed ; the men would not be required  till after the works 
w ere well advanced.

5657. Could not the works be constructed sim ultaneously w ith the  railw ay ?— I  see no reason why 
they should not.

5658. Is  not the  construction of the forts of m uch g rea te r importance than  the construction of the 
railw ay ?— E xcuse my saying I  do not quite see the comparison.

5659. Is  it  not more expedient to expedite th e  construction of the fortifications than  of the rail­
way ?— From  a m ilitary point of view, of course the forts are the  first th ing I  should look at.

5660. I  presum e the object is to supply the H eads w ith proper fortifications ?— Y es.
5661. Then the  railw ay w ithout the  forts would not be of m uch use ?— I  only speak of the military 

aspect. In  a m ilitary point of view, if  there  are no forts a t the H eads I  do not see so great necessity for a 
railw ay.

5662. T hen is it  not necessary th a t the forts should be pushed on as expeditiously as possible 
irrespective of the railw ay ?— I  am perfectly of th a t opinion, th a t they  should be pushed forward as rapidly 
as possible, or not undertaken  a t all.

5663. Still you th ink  the railw ay is a good adjunct ?— I  do. I  th in k  it is an essential adjunct to 
S ir W illiam Je rv o is’s scheme.

5664. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S la d en .— A re you in a position to afford information to the Committee as 
to w hat portion of the forts recommended in Sir W illiam  Je rvo is’s repo rt are to be proceeded w ith a t first ?—■ 
I  have no inform ation as to th e  intentions of the  G overnm ent upon the point.

5665. I  understood you to say, th a t i f  the  forts were not erected a t the  Heads there would be no
necessity for a railw ay ?— N ot so great, from a m ilitary  point o f view.

5666. I  understood you to say, th a t i f  the forts w ere not erected at the H eads there would be no
necessity for a railw ay ?— From  a m ilitary  point of view it would not be so essential if  the forts are not
erected at the Heads.



5667. B ut would the railway to Queenscliff be of assistance' to the forts erected upon the shoals?— 
Yes, because only by th a t railway can we provide men to man those forts in time of war, and to train the 
artillery and torpedo men in time of peace w ithout erecting barracks for the paid artillery, and removing 
them at an increasing cost of maintenance from the present barracks. Moreover, the other 500 men required 
can only be procured for training by rapid and easy transport from and to their homes.

5668. W hat distance is Queenscliff from the forts upon the shoals ?— I t  is some 4000 yards from 
Queenscliff to the opposite coast.

5669. Upon the shoals ?— U pon the shoals from the shore— I  am not prepared to answer th a t 
accurately, but, upon getting my proof of the evidence, I  will, if  you will permit me, insert the exact 
distance.*

5670. B u t a railway, in a m ilitary point of view, would be necessary if  any of the forts were erected? 
—I  certainly th ink so.

5671. B y  the H on. T . J .  Sum ner.— Do I  understand that, in case of an invasion of an enemy, the 
700 men would be the full complement required to work those forts ?— For the forts only— for the number 
of guns S ir W illiam Jervois proposed to mount, 600 men is the  number of artillery he has fixed, and 100 
for the torpedoes.

5672. T h a t is in the extrem e case of invasion ?— A n attack upon the forts.
5673. A nd, for the maintenance of the forts, w hat is the minimum to keep them in proper repair ?— 

I have no estimate of S ir W illiam ’s for m aintenance.
5674. I  would ra ther have your opinion ?— A t home it is generally taken, I  believe, at from 2 \  per 

cent, to 3 per cent, per annum  to m aintain the works in order, bu t I  do not know as to the new style of work.
5675. From  your knowledge of the report of Sir William Jervo is and his coadjutor, you think that 

the plan suggested for the defence o f the  B ay by the erection of those forts would be sufficient for dealing 
with any invading fleet th a t m ight come into the Bay ?— I  do not th ink it becomes me to express an opinion 
upon Sir W illiam Jervo is’s report— bu t I  th ink  so.

5676. A s a supplem ent to that, you as a m ilitary man th ink  tha t if  we had a railw ay it would be 
very useful to communicate with those forts in such a case ?— I  th ink  it is indispensable from the military 
reasons I  have explained.

5677. O f course I  cannot ask you any questions as to w hat you think of the commercial value of the 
thing ?— I  do not know anyth ing  on th a t head.

5678. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— W hat strength  of detachm ent do you intend to have at Queens­
cliff—the full detachm ent ?— In  these works ?

5679. Yes ?— A non-commissioned officer and fourteen men and also provision for casualties and
relief.

5680. B u t in time of w ar ?— Six hundred artillery  and e100 torpedo men.
5681. A t Queenscliff alone ?— No, for the whole.
5682. B ut at Queenscliff ?— I  think he mounts six guns there  ; it is fourteen men to a gun without 

counting reserve for casualties and relief. P roperly  speaking there ought to be as many off duty as on ; 
that is tw enty-eight to each gun.

5683. T hat is one hundred men at Queenscliff ?— A bout that.
5684. The rem aining men of the six hundred then would be divided between the other th ree forts ? 

Yes, and for torpedo work.
5685. Then three quarters o f the force would be divided between the three forts opposite to Queens­

cliff ?— Yes ; Queenscliff, the  opposite head, and the two channel forts and torpedoes.
5686. In  your opinion would it be quicker to send men from Melbourne to those three forts by rail, 

and then by boats from Queenscliff, ra ther than by steamers direct ?— The men that were calculated upon to 
form the great part of the one hundred torpedo men, and the g reater portion of the men for w orking those 
forts are expected to be raised nearer between Geelong and Queenscliff from the shores there, including 
Drysdale, and such other body of men as could be obtained on the opposite side— the Point Nepean side.

5687. T hen in your opinion it  would be better to have a railway than a swift steamer from M el­
bourne ?— A ll the men would not be in M elbourne.

5688. The paid artillery  ?— They would be used as care-takers and fatigue parties in time of peace,
and be all there in tim e of war.

5689. In  tim e of peace you call largely upon them, and would it not be quicker and cheaper to take 
them down by a steamer ra ther than  by a railw ay and boats from Queenscliff ? I  think it would not be 
cheaper, because we could not get steamers when we wanted them. I  th ink upon the whole the i ail way 
the best.

5690. A nd cheapest ?— A nd cheapest. I  may mention tha t the railway enables us, m case of 
wanting land forces, being in connection w ith  the forces th a t come fiom the B alla ia t direction, to thiow  
a body of infantry w here wanted, to give both moral and absolute support along both coasts.

5691. B y  the H on. R . Sim son.— You have stated th a t this is a part of Colonel Jervois s scheme,
this railw ay to Queenscliff?— He mentions it. ^ . .. , c

5692. You would not consider it necessary to spend £100,000 to make a railw ay to Queenscliff for 
military purposes before any other portion of his military scheme is begun or completed— a railw ay to 
Queenscliff would be very little  service, in a m ilitary point of vierv, unless Sir William Jervois s scheme 
is carried out, namely, the forts ?— I  have given evidence to that effect; unless S ir W illiam Jervois s
scheme is to be carried out, I  do not th in k  the railway so necessary. „ , ,  . , ,

5693. T h a t is ju st w hat I  w anted to get, because it involves the expense of £100 ,000 ; and I  wished 
to ask if  you th ink tha t is a proper way of commencing the defence scheme of Sir William Jervois namely, 
to make the railw ay before anything else is done upon the defence scheme . I  have m fened t iat I  am 
asked only to give my opinion from a m ilitary point of view irrespective of money or commercial returns. 
A question has been asked before similar to th a t now put, and my reply was, that I  do not see so much the 
importance attaches to the railway unless Sir William Jervois’s scheme is adopted.

T he ivitness withdrew.

n  Vff tn Point Nepean say 4000 yards ; from Queenscliff to Pope’s E ye, say 4000 y a rd s; from QueenscliffFrom Q ueenscliff to J- oint JNepean, say ^  N q 5 Buoy> say 6 mUes.

Railways.



T. Higinbotham, 

5th Scpt.'iS77.

Thom as H iginbotham , Esq., examined.
5694. B y  the H on. C. S la d en .— W ill you be in a position to give the Committee an estimate of the 

cost of a line of rail to connect the Hobson’s Bay railway at the Coal Reserve at Spencer street on the natural 
level ?— Yes ; the length  of line which the honorable member speaks of would be 1480 lineal yards ; and 
I  estimate the cost of it at £5000.

5695. W ould th a t be for carrying a locomotive ?— No, it is merely intended for horse traffic.
5696. W ould a line to carry a locomotive be much more expensive ?— I  do not th ink it need b e ; but 

I  th ink that, probably, a locomotive could be used upon this l in e ; but, in considering the m atter, I  assume 
th a t the line will be used for horses only, and laid upon the level of the street.

5697. I t  would be between F linders street and the w harves?— Between w hat are called the low-level 
sidings at Spencer street and the coal sidings a t the Hobson’s B ay station at E lizabeth street.

5698. B u t it would not be exactly upon the line of F linders street ; i t  would be between Flinders 
street and the Queen’s W harf, would it not ?— Yes.

5699. Do you happen to have a copy of the evidence th a t you have given ?— Yes.
5700. Would you be so good as to refer to questions 1437 and 1438 ?—Yes.
5701. There are some questions pu t by the Honorable M r. Gumming to Mr. Elsdon w ith reference 

to some objections that there m ight be to a line of rails connecting Hobson’s Bay railw ay w ith Spencer 
street. I  see M r. Gumming says, in 1438— “ I  think there is a misapprehension. I  th ink his objection
xvas ” that is alluding to the Eugincer-in-C hicf’s evidence— your evidence— “ that the viaduct would cross
the chief approach to the goods sheds at the end of Collins street ; bu t if  the trucks were taken along the 
present level of F linders street they would go round Batm an’s H ill, and thence go on to the cattle-yards.” 
Comparing tha t w ith your own evidence, a t questions 46 and 47, I  see you say, in answer to question 46, as 
to the principal objection to th a t line— the question was— “ T hen the principal objection, as I  understand, is 
th a t th is connection w ith Spencer street was at a level w ith one of your principal approaches W ith the 
principal approach to the goods shed, and w ith the approach to the south side of P rince’s Bridge, if it be 
ever improved as it is contemplated to improve it, and as I  have no doubt it will be improved.” Then the 
question is— “ Would that"same objection apply to a railw ay laid  down along F linders street, for instance, 
supposing it were determ ined to make one?— Certainly.” I  w ish you would be so good as to explain to the 
Committee w hat the nature of your objection would be, and w hether it would apply to a line such as you 
have now given us an estimate for to connect Spencer street ?— In  my answers to the questions Nos. 46 and 
47 I  referred to a viaduct along F linders street.

5702. T h a t was not to a viaduct crossing the river I  th ink ?— Crossing the river and crossing the 
Hobson’s Bay railw ay and carried along F linders street, a line on th a t viaduct would have crossed the 
principal approach to the goods station at Spencer street upon the level.

5703. W ould tha t be the case w ith  the line for which you have given the Committee an estimate ?— 
No, that line would be carried fu rther w est and on to the low level sidings of Batm an s Hill.

5704. Then th a t objection would be removed ?— T h at objection to the line would be removed by a 
line upon the level of F linders street.

5705. Then there need be no longer any objection apprehended upon the ground that Mr. Gumming 
raised ?— Certainly not. W hen I  say “ certainly ” in answer to the  question 47, what I  referred to was, 
th a t there  would be a level crossing on the approach to P rince’s B ridge either by one line or the other. 
T he question wras, would the same objection apply to a railw ay laid down along Flinders street, for 
instance, supposing it were determ ined to make one. I  he objection would apply to a railway such as it 
was proposed to lay down in F linders street in connection "with the old suburban railway station; it would 
cross the north  approaches to P rince’s B ridge upon the level.

5706. As I  understand you, there is no practical objection to the line suggested now between the Coal 
Reserve and Spencer street station ?— T here is not th a t objection of crossing the approach to the goods 
sheds upon the level.

5707. Now I  would ask if  you could give the Committee an estim ate of a  line from Oakleigh to connect 
w ith the Hobson’s Bay railway a t South Y arra  upon the same level, supposing running powers were to be 
exercised by the G overnm ent over th a t line ?— Yes, the estimate was made by the departm ent during the 
time I  was absent from here, bu t I  dare say it  is correct. T he estim ate for the line which the honor able 
member refers to is £ 8 4 ,7 2 9 ; th a t line would be seven miles and one chain long to the point of junction 
w ith  the Hobson’s B ay railw ay.

5708. A nd the exact distance from Oakleigh to E lsternw iek— do you happen to know th a t? — Fiom 
Oakleigh to E lsternw iek ?

5709. Yes, if  you please ?— From  Oakleigh to E lsternw iek the distance is 4 miles 71 chains.
5710. Do you know the line— I do not know w hether there has been any line surveyed— but I  suppose 

it would be the line of the O uter Circle connecting Camberwell w ith Oakleigh— do you know that ? ■ 
Camberwell and O akleigh?

5711. Yes, I  th ink Camberwell comes on the Outer Circle line— do you happen to have information 
by you th a t you can give as to the distance ?— Yes— \_the witness produced a map~\ From  Camber we 
to Oakleigh, by the O uter Circle line, is a distance of 4*81 miles.

5712. Could you give an estimate of the cost of those 4*81 miles ?— Yes, £55,861.
5713. And the distance I  believe from Camberwell to H aw thorn  is about two miles ?— I  think so.
5714. There has been no survey between there ?—No, there was a survey to the Outer Circle line 

as originally set out. There has been no survey to the present O uter Circle.
5715. To H aw thorn ?— Between H aw thorn and the O uter Circle railw ay as it was called there was 

a  flying survey made. _ >
5716. W hat point did tha t connect w ith the O uter Circle ?—A  point near C am berw ell; the Ou er 

Circle as originally proposed did not touch Camberwell. _ _ ,
5717. Was the flying survey accompanied w ith  an estim ate or an approxim ate estim ate . I  in '  

not, bu t I cannot say. , . „
5718. You would not like to hazard  an opinion as to the cost?— I  should not. I  can give mioima 

tion to the Committee, though not a t th is moment, i f  there is any.



5719. Do you know if. there is any difference in the nature of the country from th a t point to Haw- T. 
thorn, from the country generally between Oakleigh and Camberwell ?— I t  is more difficult country Esq.,

5720. Would it bo more costly country in consequence of there being more inhabitants upon’it, and 5 t h s " 877. 
more settlem ent r— I  have no doubt tha t the value of the property would be higher.

. 572L 1 wish t0 »sk a question with reference to the Hobson’s Bay railway station— supposing 
running powers were to be exercised over the Hobson’s Bay line, and the Gippslaud traffic were brought into 
the Hobson s Lay railway station, would there be any difficulty in making a wood depot on either side of 
the line, so as to intercept the wood traffic, and not take it to Spencer street, to have it kept in the depot on 
the east side ot the Hobson’s Bay railway station ?— There would be no insuperable difficulty, but all wood 
trains, to get into the depot which .the honorable member suggests, would have to cross the down line of the 
Hobson’s Bay railway, on which the trains are very numerous.

5722. To shunt back ?— E ither to shunt back or cross over it. I t  would depend on how the sidings 
were laid. °

5723. I  believe the Hobson’s Bay, in traffic towards the station, takes the south line?— The rule of 
the road is the left-hand side on all English railways ; precisely the same as the rule on an ordinary road.

5724. 1 hat is the point on which I  wish to ask your opinion. Supposing the trucks w ith wood were 
brought in there, do you conceive that that would be attended with any inconvenience or danger to the 
Hobson’s Bay Company’s traffic to have to shunt the wood trucks across the line on to this wood reserve ?—
I  think it would be attended both w ith inconvenience and a certain amount of risk. I f  signals are carefully 
attended to, those risks can be guarded ag a in s t; bu t on a line where there is a very large number of trains, 
or where the trains run at very short intervals during certain portions of thp day, I  think it would be an 
increase of the risk attending railway travelling if trains were carried across the road on which those 
numerous trains were running.

5725. Is  there no way of avoiding th a t?— I  do not know of any way of avoiding it.
5 126. Supposing the wood depot were on the south side of the line altogether, would that make a 

difference ?— I t  would make a difference to the up trains, but it would make no difference to the down trains.
5727. T hey would not have to shunt across the lines of traffic?— The trains arriving in Melbourne 

with wood would not have to cross the down line,i but the down trains of empties would have to cross the 
up line.

5728. Could you express an opinion, in case of shunting, as to w hat kind of points would be attended 
with the least danger, w hether facing points or leading points ?— They must be facing points, either coming 
in or out. I f  trains were drawn on— if the up goods trains were drawn on towards E lizabeth street, they 
might then pass through leading points on the up line of the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company and be 
shunted back.

5729. Is  th a t the south line?— The up line is the  south line—they would be then carried by leading 
points on the south line, bu t they  would be then shunted back against facing points to get across the north 
line.

5730. Could you express an opinion as to which would be the worst ?— I  do not th ink there is any
practical difference— it would be safer for the Hobson’s Bay trains, and more dangerous for the wood trains;
but any accident to a wood train "would block the line, and, therefore, be a source of danger to the Hobson’s 
Bay trains.

5731. T hen the risk tha t you suggest would be due to want of proper attention at the points ?— Yes.
5732. Is  that an unusual feature in a terminal station ?— No, not a t all.
5733. Is  it a common one ?— Certainly.
5734. I  believe it  is so on many of the Victorian lines, is it not ?— Yes.
5735. To illustrate it— it would be so at the W illiamstown Junction, where the Geelong line comes 

in ?— W herever shunting has to be done, or w herever one line crosses another or joins another. The 
peculiar objection in this case is the very large number of trains on the Hobson’s Bay railway.

5736. I t  would be a question of time— it would require to be done within a certain tim e?— Yes ; it 
is only in that respect th a t this case would differ from very many others.

5737. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— You state tha t the cost from South Y arra to Oakleigh would 
be £84,729 ?— T hat is the estimate that has been made.

5738. H ave you also the estimate of the cost from Elsternw ick to Oakleigh ?— Yes.
5739. W hat would tha t amount to— you gave the length of 4 miles 81 chains?— Perhaps it might 

be convenient if  I  gave the total cost of each route ?
5740. I t  would ?— From Oakleigh to South 1l arra 7 miles 1 chain, cost, £84, <29; from South 

Yarra to Elizabeth street, the station of the Hobson’s Bay Railway Company, would be a distance of 2 miles 
47 chains; from the E lizabeth street station to the goods warehouse, Batman s H ill, would be 2 miles 13 
chains, and the cost of laying down a line to connect the coal sidings at Elizabeth street with the low le \el 
sidings at Batman’s H ill I  have already given at £5000— therefore, the total cost of the route via  South
Yarra would be £89,729. . . .

5741. From  Oakleigh via  South Y arra?— From  Oakleigh via  South Yarra, joining Spencer street.
5742. I  have it  down £126,000 ?— T h at is the direct line— this_ is from Oakleigh, making the 

junction w ith the Hobson’s Bay line a t South Y arra, and running from Elizabeth street station to Spencer
street, £89,729. ^  . 7  ̂ . . ..

5743. Now from Oakleigh to Elsternw ick ?— From  Oakleigh to Elsternw ick the distance is 4 miles
71 chains, the estimated cost is £39,995.

5744. Do both those estimates include the cost of land ?— Yes.
5745. T he cost of connection, of course ?— 'Will be the same.
5746. From  Elizabeth street ?— Yes, making a total for that route of £44,99o.
5747. T he cost of the Camberwell, 4*81 miles, you make" out to be £ 5 o ,0 0 0 ; and what is the 

distance from Camberwell to H aw thorn ?— I  do not know, I  can tell you m a moment.
5748 I  think you stated before tha t the cost, judging from the country between Camberwell and 

Hawthorn, would be fully as much, if  not more, than between Camberwell and Oakleigh ?— No, I  did not
say tliat. o ~v'An

5749. I  understood tha t the country was more difficult ?— 1 es.
5750 A nd therefore the cost would be more ?— Yes, per mile, but the distance would be shorter.



t . HMnbotham, 5751. W hat is the average cost on the V ictorian railways for wear and tear per annum for repairs
L contwu'tj, and so on ?— Repairs for the perm anent way ?

5thsept. is??. 5752. Yes, perm anent way, taking the railways as a whole, exclusive of rolling stock ?—I cannot
give a general answer to tha t question, because the cost of maintaining the different lines varies with the 
amount of the traffic, and also, to some extent, w ith the character of the construction of the lines. All 
particulars as to the cost of m aintaining the lines are given in the annual report.

5753. I  can obtain it from the annual repo rt?— I t  is given in the annual report.
5754. This viaduct that is proposed to be erected is of wood, I  presume, red gum. W hat would be 

the average life of that ?— A re you speaking now of the D irect Line ?
5755. O f the D irect Line ?— I  do not think that we have sufficient experience to determine what the

life of red gum is, and it depends greatly upon the quality of the timber. I  think it would be safe to take
20 years if  it is of ordinarily good quality.

5756. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— I  think I  understood from you, on the last occasion that you 
were examined in this House, th a t you were in favor of the Outer Circle line rather than take running 
powers ?— Yes.

5757. You have read the evidence th a t has been taken in this House I  suppose ?— No, I  have not, 
except as reported in the newspapers, and that very hastily.

5758. B ut you have seen nothing tha t has been elicited tha t would make you change the opinion 
you have formed as to the desirability of constructing the Outer Circle line ?— Nothing.

5759. There was one question th a t I  was not very clear about how you answered it ; it was relative
to the tim ber traffic. I  think you estimated tha t the quantity of timber tha t came into the Spencer street
station last year was 100,000 tons?— 112,000 tons I  think I  said— either 112,000 or 120,000 tons— la m  
not quite sure which.

5760. Did I  understand your answer righ tly  when you said that half of th a t went to Brunswick ?— 
More than half I  believe, I  do not say exactly to Brunsw ick but to the northern portion of the city ; only
20,000 tons go south of the Y arra.

5761. May I  ask you, did you get, your information from the traffic m anager as to that,, or how did 
you get your information ?— I  got my information from the assistant traffic manager, who obtained it from 
the wood m erchants.

5762. W e had the traffic manager here and he differed very m aterially from your sta tem ent; I  think 
he said th a t the quantity that w ent to Brunswick was about 24,000 tons ?— To Brunswick itself, but I  say 
to Brunswick and the northern districts of the city.

5763. As to the D irect L ine—I  understand tha t you were not consulted by the Government in laying 
out the D irect Line from Oakleigh to Melbourne ?— No.

5764. B ut you had been consulted, by previous Adm inistrations, relative to the construction of the 
various lines throughout the colony ?— Yes.

5765. A nd gave them estimates ?— Yes.
5766. A re  you aware tha t the late Adm inistration intended to construct 300 miles of railway, at a 

cost of £4250 per mile ?— I  saw it so stated.
5767. D id they obtain the estimate for the construction of those projected lines from you?— N o; the 

estimate of £4200 a mile is not my estimate.
5768. B y  the H on. R . Sim son.— Could not this wood traffic which the Honorable Sir Charles Sladen 

inquired about, tha t is upon the Gippsland railway, be so arranged that it could be all done at night, and 
obviate any danger arising from it ?— No doubt it m ight ; but that is lim iting the working of the line to 
working at night, and so far lim iting its capabilities.

5769. No ; only for the wood traffic I  am speaking, granting tha t a depot was made upon the east 
side of the line ?— No doubt it could be brought in at n ig h t ; but I  th ink it would very considerably 
increase the expense of working ; you would require a night staff as well as a day staff.

5770. Could it be so arranged tha t you could have a siding at Oakleigh upon which all the wood 
traffic could be brought, and bring it all into Melbourne at night, when the Hobson’s Bay line is idle ?— 
Yes, no doubt about it, it is quite possible.

5771. T here would be no difficulty about it ?— No positive difficulty ; it would cost more to do it.
5772. I t  would obviate all this considerable amount of danger tha t occurs in bringing it in by day ?

— Yes.
5773. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— In  your evidence, you named very large figures, in your opinion, 

as necessary to put the Hobson’s Bay line in thorough repair ?— Yes.
5774. Supposing running powers were taken for the Gippsland traffic, would you or could you, as 

Engineer-in-Cliief, recommend the Hobson’s Bay line, without a large expenditure of money for the 
purpose ?— My estimate was for the whole of the Hobson’s Bay lines.

5775. B ut I  speak of a connecting line to Elsternw ick. Take the Hobson’s Bay line as it is ; would 
not, in your opinion, a large sum of money be required to pu t the Hobson’s Bay line for tha t heavy traffic in 
a proper state of repair ?— I think a considerable sum would be required, and the line must be doubled from 
E lsternw ick to W indsor ; at present it is a single line.

5776. Would that involve pu tting  piles into the river and widening the bridge there ?— The Hobson’s 
Bay line is a double line from Melbourne to Windsor.

5777. Can you give the Committee any idea of w hat portion of the large figures you name for the 
entire line would have to be devoted for that portion of the line between E lsternw ick and Melbourne ?—I 
could not, w ithout some consideration of the m atter.

5778. Do you know officially anything of the projected line from Geelong to Queenscliff ?—Nothing 
more than from the sections and plans.

5779. W ere the surveys undertaken under your direction ?— The surveys were made at the time 
I  was absent.

5780. You cannot give the Committee any opinion upon the engineering difficulties ?— There are no 
serious engineering difficulties. The estimate has been made at the lowest ra te  that it is believed that a line 
can be made for here, £5750 a mile.

5781. A re the deviations from the straight line that we see upon it made to tap population, or made 
on account of the nature of the country ?— The object is to tap the Bellarine district.



5 7 8 2 . A nd Drysdale ?— Yes, which is an im portant district.
5783. Do you know anything of the small lino from Ballarat to G ordons?— N othing whatever.
5784. Do you not know anything of the survey ?—There has been no survey made of it.
5785. No survey made at all ?— No.
5786. And no estimate of the cost of it? — I have made no estimate.
5787. B y  the lio n . S ir  S. W ilson.— There is one point which I  do not understand very clearly, in 

regard to the connection between the Hobson’s Bay railway and Spencer street— I th ink you said it would 
be two miles long ?— 1480 lineal yards.

5788. I  think th a t you estim ated afterw ards that it would take two miles of construction ? The
length is 1480 lineal yards.

5789. To connect with the railway lines where ?— To connect w ith what are called the low-level 
sidings, but after you get there you have to travel a considerable distance to the goods sheds— the 1480 yards 
would cost £5000. W hat I  give is the distance from the Elizabeth street station to the goods warehouse at 
Batman’s I l i l l— that is 2 miles 13 chains.

5790. T he distance the train  would have to travel P— The distance the train would have to travel—  
the 1480 yards is included in that 2 miles 13 chains.

5791. I  do not know w hether you saw Mr. A. K. Sm ith’s evidence ?— No.
5792. In  regard to the connection between the two stations?— No.
5793. W ith regard to the level line along the south side of F linders street, would there  be any great 

difficulty in making a level line for locomotives, w ith gateways at the Falls and a gateway at the bridge 
crossing the Y arra— simply a gateway crossing, and allow the Falls to be fenced in, and the railway line to 
be fenced in on the south side of Flinders street, so tha t the railway would be separate altogether from the 
traffic on F linders street and from the traffic upon the Falls— I suppose 30 feet would be quite sufficient for 
a lin e ; and there  is a large quantity  of ground upon the north side of the wharves which could be very well 
spared without interfering w ith the traffic upon Flinders street, or upon the wharves— I  wish for’ your 
opinion upon that point, w hether it would be practicable or inconvenient ?— I t  would be quite practicable, 
but I  think it  would be inconvenient, in regard to the traffic on the wharves, and also to tha t very large 
traffic tha t crosses w hat is called the Falls Bridge to Em erald H ill.

5794. T here would be a level crossing to th a t ?—T here would be a level crossing to that. Perhaps 
you will allow me to m ention also, that, in one point in Flinders street, opposite to W illiam street, and from 
there to K ing street, where the river is wider, any railway must pass very close to the wharves if  it does 
not intrude upon the w idth of the street. I f  you look at a map of M elbourne, you will see that F linders 
street is much narrow er there  than a t o ther parts.

5795. I  am aware of th a t; but there is a very great addition to the street ?— Not at tha t point.
5796. E xcep t for a very small distance, say 100 yards from the Falls B ridge ?— Opposite William 

street the wharves touch the line of the s tre e t ; on either side of W illiam street there is a very considerable 
w idth between the w harves and the street.

5797. T hen you think th a t the railw ay would h inder the traffic m aterially along the w harves ?— I 
think it would be a very  serious inconvenience.

5798. H ow  many trains a day do you th ink  would require to cross a t the Falls B ridge?— I  do not 
know— I  have not made any estim ate o f that.

5799. Would it be ten trains or tw enty  trains a day ?— N ot more than tw enty, certainly.
5800. Then it would only inconvenience the traffic a t the time the trains passed, ju s t for a 

minute, while those ten or tw enty  trains were passing ?— W hile the trains were passing, and while 
the trains were approaching. T he gates cannot be opened and shut ju s t a t the very minute the train is 
passing.

5801. A nd the wharves would be only inconvenienced to the extent of 20 feet, the strip  upon which 
the railway ran being taken away from the space upon which the traffic was conducted ?— T he traffic at the 
wharves would be very seriously impeded if the line were fenced off from Flinders street.

5802. T h a t is, the  traffic back and forward, which at present can cross a t any point, it would have 
to go to the gates ?— I t  would have to go to the gates.

5803. T h a t is the only inconvenience ?— T h at is the only inconvenience.
5804. T he traffic would have to go to the gates?— Yes, the traffic would have to be diverted from 

the direct course w hich it  takes at present into a circuitous course, and it would be delayed, of course, at 
the gates before and at the  time and after the time of the train  passing. _ I  should be glad if  the Committee 
would allow me to correct w hat I  think may be a misapprehension, arising from the evidence I  gave as to 
the amount of traffic which is likely to arise upon the Gippsland railway. In  my previous evidence I
referred to the cattle traffic. . . . .  „ ^

5805. B y  the H on. S ir  C. S laden .— Could you tell the Committee m which of the questions it 
occurs, if  you happen to know ?— Seventy-four and the subsequent questions, I  think I  referred to certain 
items of the Gippsland traffic in m y former evidence—the cattle traffic—as being £11,200 annually ; firewood, 
£15,000 ; and the passenger traffic about £10,000 more, making a total of £36,000. In  reading over my 
evidence for the purpose of correcting the proof which was sent to me, I  observed tha t it m ight be mis­
apprehended to the ex ten t of supposing th a t I  believed £36,000 would be the total traffic of the Gippsland 
railway. M y object in giving the items of traffic which I  gave was to show that in my opinion the least 
important part of the traffic of the Gippsland railw ay would be the passenger traffic. My estimate of the 
whole of the traffic o f the G ippsland railw ay is not £36,000, but £59,829 ; and 1 th ink , perhaps, it  m ight' 
be convenient if  I  were to give the items, if  the Committee will allow me, of that estimate. My estimate of 
the catlle traffic is £11 200 yearly ; firewood, £15,000 ; and passengers, £10,329 ; mails, rents, and parcels, 
£ 4 5 5 0 - a n d  g en e ra l merchandise £18,750, making a total of £59,829. There ,s one other point upon 
which I  should like to correct my previous evidence. I  was asked w hat time ,t  would take to construct 
the O uter Circle railway, and I  said eighteen months. I  believe th e  line could be constructed m fourteen

m° nlh S5 8 0 6  M ay I  ask  you  about w h at tim e it  w ould  take to  m ake, for instance, th e  connection betw een  
E lstern w ick  and O akleigh  ?— N o t m ore than five m onths certain ly .

5807  A n d  from O akleigh  to  South  Y a r r a ’ - P e r h a p s  seven  m onths
5808 From  Oakleigh to Camberwell abont ?— Five months, I  should say, would be quite enough.

T. Hirinbotham, 
Esq., 

continued,
5th Sept. 1877.



t . Hitinbotham, 5809. B y  t h e  H o n .  S i r  S .  W i l s o n . — I  understand that the line at Oakleigh does not stop at Oakleigh,
cowtabtf, bu t comes some distance further towards Melbourne, is th a t not so ?— No ; it  is a t present at Oakleigh, at

5th Sept. 1S77. w hat is called the W arrigal road a t Oakleigh.
5810. I  understood th a t the line had been continued from Oakleigh to the metalled road for the 

convenience of traffic ?— I t  has been carried on, and is now at Oakleigh. T he line was commenced at a 
point th ree miles and a h a lf  east of Oakleigh. I  have a memorandum here which perhaps the Committee
will allow me to read to them, of the roads which would be crossed upon the level, if  the line were made
from Oakleigh, joining the Hobson’s Bay railway at South \ a r r a .

5811. B y  t h e  C h a i r m a n . —Do you propose to hand them in to the Committee ?— I  can, if the Com­
m ittee desire it.

5812. W ould you like to read it? — I  will do either ; I  am quite in the hands of the Committee.
5813. B y  t h e  H o n .  S i r  C .  S l a d e n . — Could you tell the Committee w hat streets those are that the 

line would be likely to go over— the G ardiner’s Creek road ?— The G ardiner’s Creek road would be crossed 
by a bridge.

5814. W ould th a t be in case of connecting upon the level a t South Y arra?— Yes. Balmoral street 
w ill be crossed upon the level ; Chapel street, on the level ; a road unnamed, on the le v e l; Williams road 
w ill be crossed on the le v e l; Canterbury road, level ; M alvern road, level ; H igh street, le v e l; Boundary 
road, le v e l; U nion street, level ; W attle-tree road, level ; B arkly road, le v e l; Dandenong road and ten 
other roads east of the Dandenong road, also cross upon the le v e l; making altogether tw enty-three public 
road surface crossings between South Y arra  and Oakleigh.

5815. I f  the line had been continued on the higher level, crossing the railway on a bridge, would 
those level crossings have been avoided ?— Some of them. F or instance, Chapel street would have been 
crossed by a bridge, and th a t is a very im portant road.

5816. T hat is a great thoroughfare ?— T h a t is a great thoroughfare.
5817. B y  t h e  H o n .  F J .  F i t z g e r a l d . — W ould each of those level crossings, in case that line is con­

structed, require a gatekeeper ?— Undoubtedly.
5818. B y  t h e  H o n .  F . S .  H o b s o n . — H ave you also got the num ber of roads tha t would be crossed 

by the O uter Circle line joining Oakleigh and Flem ington ?— I  have not got i t  here, but I  can get it  for you. 
Betw een Oakleigh and E lsternw ick, about eleven, much less im portant than those upon the line to South 
Y arra.

5819. A nd about how many upon the O uter C irc le ; have you any idea ? I  have had it, but I  
should not like to venture to speak from memory.

5820. Perhaps you can send it ?— I  can.
T h e  x o i t n e s s  w i t h d r e w ,

W illiam Elsdon, Esq., examined.
WilliamEisdon, 5821. B y  t h e  H o n .  S i r  C .  S l a d e n . — Supposing th a t running powers were to be exercised by the
5th s S  1877. V ictorian Railw ays over the  Hobson’s Bay Railw ay Company’s line, so as to come into your station, I  

w ant to ask your opinion as to w hat objection there m ight be to a depot being made to the eastward, of 
Swanston street for wood— firewood— would that involve any hindrance to your traffic, the wood being 
brought in and having to be shunted, or to be got rid  of in some way or another into the depot ? Ju s t the 
usual junction  points.

5822. W ould that be attended w ith any inconvenience or danger to your traffic ?—N ot any extraor­
dinary danger ; the  usual danger attending all junctions o f th a t description ; there  would be nothing
unusual. _

5823. You do not th ink th a t a num ber of trucks loaded w ith wood would make any difference r 
No ; provided the trains are properly tim ed with the other trains.

5824. I  suppose the tim e-table would be a m atter of arrangem ent ?—A  m atter of arrangement.
5825. Then, as far as the company is concerned, there  would be no difficulty in having a station 

reserved for the purpose of storing wood ?— None.
5826. B y  t h e  H o n .  F . S .  D o b s o n . — W hat is the  cost of a gatekeeper, say the gatekeeper at the 

A lbert P a rk  station ?— Five shillings.
5827. F ive  shillings a day ?— Yes ; five shillings a day and a house, and some only five shillings. 

I t  is according to the amount of traffic th a t passes the  gates.
5828. B y  t h e  H o n .  F . T .  S a r g o o d . — Can you form any idea or give any opinion as to the cost of 

the line from Camberwell to H aw thorn ?—£20,000.
5829. F o r those two miles ?— Tw o miles.
5830. H ave you been over the country, or formed any estim ate ?— I  surveyed it  four or five 

years ago.
5831. W ith  a view to a railw ay ?— I  had an eye to tha t.
5832. A nd those two miles would cost £20,000 ?— I t  would then, including land and everything.
5833. B y  t h e  H o n .  N .  F i t z g e r a l d . — H ow  many level crossings do you know would there be upon 

th a t line from Oakleigh to E lsternw ick ?— I  th ink  there  are six.
5834. A re they im portant lines of traffic ?— No.
5835. O rdinary country roads ?— Yes. . .
5836. B y  t h e  H o n .  S i r  C .  S l a d e n . — I  understood th a t you wish to give some explanation with 

reference to the last evidence tha t you gave about the level crossings ?— On the Oakleigh and Elstemwicv 
route I  th ink  it was. I  said I  thought there  were six. A ll the  other streets are crossed by bridges, eit ei
under or over.  ̂ , ,

5837. I  was informed th a t you w anted to give some inform ation about th a t ? One honoia e 
member was asking me about level crossings, and I  was correcting him, and I  said six. !

5838. A re  you aware tha t M r. H iginbotham  was exam ined about it, and he said there weie 
eleven ?—T h a t possibly m ight be, for the simple reason tha t M r. Higinbotham surveys a route di eien 
from the one I  took for M urray Ross. I t  is a difference of survey.

5839. T hen you m ight be both correct ?— Possibly.
T h e  w i t n e s s  w i t h d r e w .



M r. Davis Caldwell examined.
5840. B y  the Chairman .—A re you the president of the shire of Bungaree ?— Yes. Mr. d . caidweii,
5841. B y  S ir  S . W ilson.— I  believe you have resided in the shire of Bungaree for a number of llfch®ept" 1877‘ 

years ?—A bout eighteen years.
5842. You are well acquainted w ith the country there ?— I  am.
5843. W hat is the .quality of the land in the greater part of your district ?—Extraordinarily good.
5844. A re you acquainted w ith the direction which the proposed line from W arrenheip to Gordons 

is to take ?— I  am.
5845. A nd can you give any idea of the value of the land in the immediate neighbourhood of the 

line ?—Land has been sold lately in our neighbourhood a t £61 per acre. The general average of it I  have 
assumed that, where this line is supposed to go, it would run from £25 to £75 per acre—an average of 
about £35.

5846. A nd is there a large area of land of similar value ?—Yes.
5847. Can you give the Committee an idea of the area of this valuable trac t of land ?— The shire of 

Bungaree contains about 70,000 acres. I  have assumed tw o-thirds of the whole is of about tha t 
description.

5848. Tw o-thirds of the whole?— Tw o-thirds of 70,000 acres.
5849. T h a t is something like over 40,000 acres. W hat are the principal products of the country— 

of this rich  agricultural land ?— W heat, oats, barley, peas, potatoes, and all the  other root crops th a t will 
grow.

5&50. A re  those crops carted out o f the d istrict to a large extent, or consumed there ?— Generally 
carted to B allarat and sold.

5851. Can you give any estimate of the quantity of potatoes th a t are exported out of the d istrict—
I  mean to say, carted out of the  district— at present ?— The gross amount I  suppose I  may refer to my 
notes for ?

5852. Certainly ; yes. Perhaps it would suit the Committee better if  you were to give an estimate 
of the quantity of potatoes th a t you suppose m ight be carried by the proposed railway if completed ?— I  
could only answer you th a t question by referring you to the shire statistics, as taken by Government each 
year. I t  gives the  separate quantities ; it  gives the quantity  of potatoes.

5853. Can you give the Committee any information as to the quantity  of potatoes ?— There are
10,000 tons* m arked here for the years 1866 and 1867.

5854. Ten thousand tons ?—Ten thousand tons ; but I  m ight inform you th a t tha t is based upon an 
average yield of five tons per acre, and th is year has been over twelve tons throughout the whole district of 
Bungaree.

5855. W hat num ber of tons do you estim ate the total available crop will be for sale this season ?—
Somewhere about 16,000 tons.

5856. Beside this large trac t of valuable agricultural land, I  understand that there are  valuable forests 
where good timber is got for sawing and splitting purposes ?— Yes.

5857. I  understand that a large quantity  of firewood is sent to the mines from this district— can you 
give this Committee any information as to the quantity ?— Since I  have been summoned to give evidence 
here, from actual observations, I  find there  are about 672 tons consumed for mining and m anufacturing in 
Ballarat per week, also about 250 tons for domestic purposes, which is taken from state forests and farms in 
the vicinity of Bungaree.

1 5858. Do you th ink  a large proportion of this would go by th is railway, if  constructed ?— Yes, I  
think so.

5859. W hat proportion do you th ink ?— Tw o-thirds.
5860. O f the whole amount you have stated ?— O f the whole amount I  have stated.
5861. Then, as regards split tim ber, shingles, posts and rails, and so forth ?—M ining props and laths

make 144 tons weekly.
5862. Props and laths ?— Props and laths used for mining purposes.
5863. A nd w ith regard  to other tim ber, shingles, and so forth, would there be a considerable 

additional amount ?— Shingles and paling are represented at 120 tons weekly, but as regards sawn timber 
there are six months in the year we estimate 430 tons per week. ,

5864. And would this sawn timber, and this split timber, a large proportion of it, go by railway if
the line were constructed ?— I  th ink all. 1 .

5865. A ll of it ?—All of it— from the fact that the State forest lies beyond the terminus of the
proposed line a t Gordons.

5866. I t  lies south and south-east ?— I t  lies north and east.
5867. W ould there be any passenger traffic of importance in that direction . A t present there are

two coaches running daily from B allarat to Gordons, and thence to Egeiton. ■ OA .
5868. About how many passengers each way per day may there be . I  think perhaps 20 a day

might pass— 200 a week. , A
5869 Is that each way or in one direction ?—I  should thmlc they would pass in one direction.
587()' Two hundred in each direction or 200 in all ?—I  am not prepared to say distinctly upon that 

subject I  have not given sufficient attention to speak definitely, but I  would think anyhow that about 200 
would be carried by the railway if  they had railway co n v en ien ce-! think each way, backward and forward.

5871 W hat is your estimate of the total tonnage each way on this line—have you made any 
estimate ? I  have. 1449 tons weekly, or a gross total of 100,256 tons per yeai. _

5879 T his I  presume is the local traffic only ?—'This is traffic confined to the shire of Bungaree, a 
nnr,- n /  IV . . ,  ,,h ..Min,, of the shire of Buninyong, also a portion of the shire of Ballan.
P c « 4 UU'rhpn provided this railway were completed, and connected w ith  Bacchus M arsh, and Ballan, 
and Keilor Road, as has been proposed, there would be an additional through traffic beside what you estimate

* Statistics show 10,000 tons as the actual quantity for 1876.



Mr.D̂ OjidweU, as the local traffic ?— I  th ink if  the line is ultim ately carried through as a direct line from Ballarat 
lithsoptris??. t°  Melbourne the traffic would be largely increased, from the fact that in our own district there are 

thousands of tons of potatoes lying at the present moment hardly worth shifting ; whereas if there were 
railway communication with Melbourne, they would he worth £ l  a ton more than they are. I t  would induce 
the inhabitants to grow more potatoes if they could get rid of them at a profit.

5874. From  your knowledge of the district, w hat is your opinion of this railway in a pecuniary point 
of view, as to giving a return  for the expenditure ?— I am prepared to say, as president of the shire, that 
had it been in our power under the Local Government Act, we would have been only too happy to make it 
and guarantee 4 per cent, to the Government.

5875. B ut would your estimate of the traffic be still the same ?— We estimate it to yield about 12 per 
cent, to 12r] per cent, upon the construction cost of £80,000.

5876. T ha t is the gross re turn  I  believe ?— The gross.
5877. W ould there be other advantages about relieving the main roads from the very heavy traffic ? 

— Our main road in the shire of Bungaree costs £200 a year per mile to maintain, if it were relieved of 
w hat we call foreign traffic, th a t is traffic out of the shire, it would reduce the m aintenance to the extent 
of 75 per cent.

5878. B y  the H on. N . F itzgerald .— W hat distance is Gordons by road from B allarat ?—Fourteen
miles.

5879. Is the road a good one— a macadamized road ?— A  very good road.
5880. The traffic comes th a t way now of course— by road to Ballarat ?— T he traffic I  speak of, the 

principal portion of it, does not go to Gordons at all ; it comes through to Ballarat on the Bungaree road.
5881. Does tha t road run in the same direction as the road to Gordons ?— T he South Melbourne road 

runs direct from B allarat to Gordons— the north road ; the N orth  Melbourne road keeps rather more to the 
north and west, and crosses the Moorabool about six miles north o f Gordons, direct into the State forest.

5882. In  your opinion would the traffic from th a t place— six miles from Gordons— go to Gordons by 
railway or by road?— I  think the great portion of it, particularly the tim ber traffic, would go by rail.

5883. How  far is it from B allarat th a t they get the sawn timber ?— The principal portion of this 
sawn tim ber is carted between tw enty and th irty  miles to B a lla ra t; in fact all the sawn tim ber nearly.

5884. B u t the produce w hich is raised at the six miles’ distance comes from, I  believe, by far the 
most fertile part of Bungaree, is it not so ?— A ll along the north road is good ground.

5885. W ould, in your opinion, the produce raised there be taken six miles to meet the railway to 
Gordons ?— I  think the bulk of it would be taken four to six miles to the railway station. U nderstand me— 
any person who lives, say six miles away from B allarat a t present, six to seven miles, considering it would 
be a through line, would take his produce to the proposed line of railway.

5886. B y  the lio n . I f .  Cuthbert.— I  suppose, if this line were constructed, the farmers there would' 
have a m arket not only to B allarat bu t elsewhere— at Echuca and M elbourne?— Yes ; large quantities of' 
sawn tim ber, even since we had the metalled roads opened, and since the railway was made from Ballarat to 
Stawell— large quantities of timber are daily sent to Stawell, and also to other parts of the colony— shingles 
are at the present time being sent from our S tate F orest to Echuca.

5887. W hat did you estimate the quantity of potatoes a t— was it 15,000 tons?— I  th ink I  said 16,000
tons.

5888. A re you not ra th er under the proper estimate ?— I  th ink  it is very  likely there will be a great 
many more— I  have endeavored to keep under the mark.

5889. A re you aware w hat was the return  per acre this year of potatoes ?— About twelve tons.
5890. Was tha t the average ?— A bout the average.
5891. W here do you find a m arket— where is the principal m arket for the potatoes ?— Principally 

they are taken to Ballarat, and thence sent all over the world— one firm a t B allarat a t present is shipping 
potatoes to China, also to India.

5892. In  consequence of the w ant of railw ay communication then, you would have to bring all these 
into B allarat a t the present time ?— Yes.

5893. But, w ith railway communication, you would send them  direct to M elbourne or other parts of 
the colony ?■—Yes, w ith the through line to Melbourne.

5894. Is the traffic upon the road through the shire of Bungaree very great ?— Uncommonly so—  
more perhaps than upon the roads of any other shire in the colony.

5895. Can you give the Committee an estim ate of keeping the main roads in repair annually—I  
mean per mile ?— £200.

5896. Tw o hundred pounds per mile ?— £200 per mile.
5897. H ave you made an estimate of the population th a t would be served by this railw ay?—I  have; 

it is about 20,000— I  am speaking of the Gordons line alone.
5898. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— I f  I  do not mistake, I  th ink you said, in the years 1875 and

1876, that the produce of potatoes of Bungaree was 10,000 tons each year ?— 1876 and 1877 I  think I  said.
5899. Each year ?— 10,000 tons, quoting the A gricu ltural Statistics.
5900. A n average crop of about 5 tons to the acre ?— A n average crop of about 5 tons to the acre.
5901. A nd the crop last year, was about 12 tons ?— A bout 12.
5902. B ut you say the amount this year will be about 16,000 tons ?— Yes.
5903. Then there m ust be an immense quantity  of ground more planted this year and last year ? 

Yes ; there is a larger number of acres under potatoes this year than ever since I  have been in the shire.
5904. B y  the Hon. J . B a lfo u r .— You spoke of a lot of sawn timber coming by th is line, did you 

not ?— Y es. •
5905. W hat direction does it  come from ?— The larger portion of i t  from beyond the W erribee, from 

mills owned by M r. Crowley and Mr. F itzpatrick  and Mr. Crostou, and two mills by M r. Blake.
5906. W here are M r. B lake’s mills ?— N ear a township called Blakeville.
5907. N ot far from Ballan ?—A bout 10 or 12 miles from Ballan, I  th ink it is.
5908. W ould it benefit Ballan as well ?— Decidedly so.
5909. How far is Ballan from Gordons ?—E ig h t miles.
5910. B y  the H on, J . B uchanan.— I think you said this was part of the d irect line to Melbourne?— 

We hope tha t it may be,



5911. Are you acquainted w ith the nature of the country through tire Pentland H ills?— I  am ; I  Mr.d.CaidweU, 
have been through there a good many times. ' iith>Stipt“ci877

5912. And it is very valuable agricultural land, I  believe ?—I t  is as far as the Pentland Hills, and P * 
also the immediate vicinity of the M arsh.

5913. I t  was sold, I  believe, in small farms ?— I  cannot say as to the size of the holdings about 
Ballan and the M arsh. I  think the holdings are larger there than in Bungaree.

5914. B ut it was sold by auction ?— Yes, sold by auction.
5915. Have you any idea of how long ago ?— I  must correct myself by saying, that a great deal of 

the ground was selected under the 1865 Land law.
5916. Upon the Pentland Hills ?— No, but in the neighbourhood of the Marsh. I  think Pentland 

Hills was sold by auction.
5217. You are not acquainted definitely w ith tha t?— I  am not particularly acquainted with that 

district, only from passing backwards and forwards.
5918. You are not aware w hether the land was sold by auction to the present holders?—No,

I  am not.
The ivitness withdrew.

Robert Boyd, Esq., examined.

5919. B y  the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— A  civil engineer.
5920. For the shire of B ungaree ?—F or the shires of Buninyong and Bungaree. EobEsqBoy(L̂
5921. B y  the H on. S ir  S. W ilson.— A re you acquainted with the district through which the nth Sept! 1877. 

proposed line to Gordons is to be run ?— Yes.
5922. The distance I  think is a little over eleven miles ?—Yes.
5923. You have heard the evidence given by the last witness— do you agree w ith him as to the 

valuable quality of the land which it runs th rough?— Yes. I  think it is about a fair price to be considered 
—it is worth about £40 per acre.

5924. A  large extent of country?— Yes.
5925. A bout how many acres do you estimate as worth from £30 to £40 per acre in tha t

neighborhood ?— I  could not say the quantity  of acres.
5926. A s regards the country through which the railway would run, is there any great engineering 

difficulty in the way ?— W ithin the limits of deviation I  think there is no great difficulty w ith the exact 
line as laid down.

5927. H ave you any experience in railway engineering, and laying out railway lines ?— Yes.
5928. You have been connected with railway works in the old country, have you not?—Yes.
5929. W hat is your estimate of the cost per mile of this line, from w hat you know of railway 

engineering?— In  the absence of any prelim inary survey, and having examined the locality from the data 
that I  could obtain, and general knowledge o f the probable requirements of the necessary constructions,
I  think £80,509 is my estimate of w hat it could be constructed for (being at the rate of £7319 per 
mile).

5930. For the whole length of eleven miles ?— Y es, but that would be exclusive of rolling stock.
5931. Have you made any estimate of the probable revenue from this line, if it be constructed ?

I  have.
5932. Can you give the Committee some items in regard to it ?— Taking a gross income from tolls 

of £3000, and taking it at _6d. a ton that passes over the road, will give an idea of the probable income 
from the tonnage— I  think it would show about 120,000 tons per annum that is taken over the roads a t 
present and pays tolls ; but there is a considerable deal more th a t evades the toll.

5933. Does this refer to the local traffic merely between Gordons and Ballarat and the reverse way, 
not including the through traffic tha t m ight follow if the line were extended to Ballan, and ultimately 
connected as°the direct line to Melbourne ?— 'Yes, but there would be a portion of that (you may say half­
way) which would not traverse the whole length to Gordons.

5934. In  your opinion, would this line pay a fair profit upon the amount expended upon its construc­
tion ?— I think it would pay a handsome profit.

5935. I  suppose you could not make any estimate of the return  upon the amount expended, could
you?— I  made a rough estimate ; but I  think it m ight give 15 per cent.

5936. B y  the H on. F . S . Dobson.— Do you know if  the direct line from Ballarat to Melbourne was
ever surveyed ?— I  believe it was. '

5937. A nything more than a flying survey made ? W e have not had the Government engineers yet
upon this, and I  thought you m ight know ?— I  was engaged upon the Geelong and Ballarat railway at that 
time, and heard M r. Watson was busy on the direct line to Melbourne.

5938. Do you believe it to be pretty  much the same course as the direct line . Yes.
5939. ‘ W hat would be the distance from the  terminus of this proposed line to the Keilor road .

do not know. ^  ^  ^  Sargood .— O f the 120,000 tons which you say will be produced by this
district, can yon say w hat portion would be sh ip p e d -th e  preceding witness satd a large quant,ty  would be 
shinned- could you give us any information upon the point . I  have no idea. .

5941 Can you say, for certainty, whether it is the intent,on or hope of producers to sh.p a large

portion o H t  ? - I  co u ld ^o j s g -  C u M eH  __ A re  you liware tha t this line was surveyed, years ago by
Mr D e r b y s h i r e  one of the engineers of the Government ? - I  am aware that it was surveyed ; whether 
it was th l  exLct line or not I  do not k n o w - o f  course, there was a d .re c t lme hud down from B allarat to

M elkurne^bv^w ay^of^B allan^^ ^  ^  |h(; first lines ever su rveyed ; surveyed under Captain C lark’s

ai,'eCli',5 9S4 r m r o ™ B a VcchtusWMarsh and Ballan, and by Gordons, to Ballarat ? - T e s .

The witJicss withdrew.

R a i l w a y s .



Mr. T. Crowley, 11th  S e p t.  1S77.

M r. Thomas Crowley examined.

5945. B y  the Chairm an.— W hat is your trade or profession ?— Saw-mill proprietor.
5946. You are a councillor of the shire of Bungaree, are you not ?— Yes, and have been for a number 

of years.
5947. B y  the H on. S ir  S. W ilson.— You have resided I  th ink for a long period in this district, have 

you not ?— About nineteen years.
5948. You are well acquainted w ith the whole district, I  presume ?— I  am.
5949. There is a large tract of fine forest land near to Gordons, is there not ?— Yes ; S tate forest of

40,000 acres, I  think.
5950. From  vour business there, I  presume you know this country very well the forest land ?

— Yes.
5951. Is  there a large extent of tim ber still to be got from there, or is it nearly exhausted ?—There 

is about 40,000 acres available, because even what is gone over by the sawmills is available for firewood
purposes, and props and laths.

5952. Can you give the Committee any estimate of the amount of timber th a t would be likely to go 
over the railway if constructed ?— I  have simply taken, as near as possible, the  actual cutting, and the 
amount that I  estimate would pass over the line from Gordons would be 215 tons per week.

5953. This is sawn tim ber alone ?— Sawn timber alone.
5954. Then, in regard to other timber— shingles, m ining props, and so forth ?— Shingles and paling

would bo about 120 tons per week.
5955. And mining tim ber?— M ining timber, confining it  to props and laths, would be about close

upon 200 tons. _ .
5956. Then as regards firewood, is there a large quantity taken to the  mines a t Ballarat from your 

district ?— Yes ; a very large quantity continually passing to B allarat and the surroundings, .
5957. Can you give an estimate of the quantity th a t m ight reasonably be expected to pass ovei the 

proposed liue ?— I  think about 700 tons a week ; there would be about 1000 tons altogether, I  think.
5958. There is a large extent of valuable agricultural land, I  believe, near the  proposed line?—Yes, 

the proposed line is going through some splendid land.
5959. As regards the population and extent of holdings, can you give any idea of the average extent 

 is it in large holdings or small farm s?—I  think the average holdings are about sixty acies each ; that is
w hat I  estimate it at. .

5960. W hat is your opinion with regard to this line, if constructed, as regards its paying well—it 
would be likely to give a good retu rn  upon the outlay or otherwise ?— I  think, if  it is possible for a line to 
pay in the colony that would pay, and 1 am satisfied it  would pay well.

5961. B y  the Hon. E . Sbnson.— W here do you th ink most of this .traffic would go—to Melbourne, 
Geelong, or Ballarat ?— I t  would go all over the Government lines, th a t is my experience, because it is not 
long ago tha t we could not send tim ber except to Ballarat and its surroundings.. Now I  am sending timber 
to Stawell and elsewhere since these lines were opened up. _ ^

5962. Can you in the Stawell m arket compete, having your sawmills so far from Stawell, with the 
sawmills much nearer ?— We were competing and sending any quantity  to Stawell last summei.

5963. By rail ?—By rail, and had to cart it to Ballarat E ast railway station first.
5964. Potatoes is one of the great items of produce, is it  not, there ?— Yes.
5965. Could you compete w ith the potato growers in Warrnambool and send potatoes to Stawell and 

Melbourne ?— Yes, I think so, at the price potatoes are a t this year ; they are only worth about £1 a ton in 
B allarat itself.

5966. B y  the H on. F. T. Sargood.— W ill potatoes pay at £1 a ton to grow ?— No, they will not.
5967. Then you can hardly expect the present price of £1 a Ton to continue ?— I  think not.
5968. Then, assuming th a t the potatoes fetch a fair price, would the growers there be able to 

compete w ith W arrnambool ?— Yes, I  think so ; 35s. would pay.
5969. Would a large amount of these potatoes be for sh ipm ent?— !  think they would ; they are

bought up for Melbourne.
5970. F or shipm ent from w here— Geelong or M elbourne ?— I  do not know.
5971. W ould there be any other produce for shipment ?— I  do not know.
5972. Tim ber for instance ?— No, I  do not think we can send tim ber out.
5973. Then the object of this line to a considerable ex ten t would be to send produce for shipment . 

— No, to send it all over the colony. _
5974. I  understood you to say tha t a considerable portion of the  produce was for shipment . Iso,

did not say that, except potatoes. _
5975. I  misunderstood you. Can you form any idea as to the quantity  that would be sent down oi 

shipm ent or for consumption in Geelong and M elbourne ?— I  th ink it would depend upon the pi ice ; t e 
cheaper they can come to Melbourne of course the more would be exported. I t  costs more to take them to 
Ballarat now than it would if there were a railway station at Gordons to take them to M elbourne wecou 
take them to Melbourne at the same price we can now deliver them in Ballarat.

5976. Do I  understand that the effect of a direct line would be to enable the producers to send a 
considerable amount of stuff to Melbourne ?— They would. . . .  ,

5977. T h a t being the case, would it not be better to commence the construction of this line at the 
other end at Diggers Rest, and work up ?— I  cannot give an opinion upon that. I  think not.

5978. B y  the H on. J . P . B ear.— A re there many potatoes there now ?— T here are thousands of tons.
5979. Rotting, in fact ?— They will, unless the price goes up so tha t parties can transport them.

have seen them. .
5980. B y  the H on. I I . Cuthhert.— Then in addition to sending sawn tim ber to different parts of the 

colony, would there be anything else— hay, or wheat, or oats sent through the colony ? I  am satisfied t a 
hay and oats would.

5981. U p to Horsham  and Stawell and Echuca ?—Yes.
5982. Is not there a very large m arket now in B allarat, and does not it supply various parts of the 

colony since railw ay communication was opened ?— I t  does.



■, ;i 5983. A nd  B allarat is supplied chiefly from Gordons and W avrenheip ?— Yes, chiefly from th a t Mr.t . Crowley,
/ l ic t r ir d  continued,
(lib  • . 11th Befit. 1877.

5984. So th a t it would be an advantage if th is railw ay be made, not only to Gordons and W arren - 
heip, b u t also to B allan ?— C ertainly, the people of Ballan would avail themselves of it.

5985. W ould the Bacchus M arsh people avail themselves of it?— I  cannot say as to Bacchus M arsh, 
but they m ust go to K eilor if  they w ant to come this w ay ; but the Ballan, Gordons, Black Hill, and South- 
E ast Bungaree people, if  there  were a station at Gordons would be as near to Stawell or Ilorsham  and other 
places, as if they were only a mile outside of Ballarat, th a t is, as regards sending their produce to those towns 
for sale.

5986. T hen, I  suppose, the amount paid for carting produce from Gordons to B allarat is a very heavy 
item ?— Upon sawn tim ber I  can give it, because I  am continually paying it— it is 20s. a ton from my place.

5987. IIow  many tons do you say the trnilic is in sawn tim ber per week ?— Two hundred and fifteen.
5988. You would ge t it cheaper by railw ay ?— We expect that.
5989. B y  the l io n . IF. Campbell.— May I  ask w hat rate you pay per ton per mile for railway 

carriage ?— W hat are we in the habit of paying ?
5990. Yvs, for tim ber that you send to Stawell and other places ?— I  think, speaking from memory, 

about l i d .  per 100 feet from B allarat.
5991. Eleven pence per ton per mile ?— I t  is 1 Id. for 100 feet, th a t would be a little  less, I  th ink— 

that, is about 9s. per ton to Stawell.
59 <2. N ine shillings per to n ?— I th ink so.
5993. W hat is the d istance?— I suppose it is 80 miles, I  am not certain.
5994. T h a t is a very small ra te  per ton per mile ?— Yes, I  th ink 6d. per truck per mile.
5995. W hat would the charge be from Gordons to B allarat— do you recollect a t tha t ra te  ?— U nder 

35 miles I th ink the  charge is so much per truck.
5996. How m uch ?— I am not certain, bu t I  think £1 4s. or 30s., or something like that, per truck.
5997. T h a t is a  minimum charge ?— Yes, and then so much a mile after that.
5998. Do they  charge a t the same rate for firewood as for sawn tim ber ?— No.
5999. T hey charge a less ra te  ?— A  less rate.
6000. H ow  m uch, do you know ?— I  do not k n o w ; I  th ink  20s. per truck, under 35 miles.
6001. B y  the H on . F . T . Sargood.— T here  was one of your answers th a t I  did not clearly under­

stand— did I  understand you righ tly , th a t the  cartage from Gordons to  Stawell, 80 milesj was only 9s. a 
ton?— F or sawn tim b e r?

6002. F o r sawn tim ber ?— l i d .  per hundred feet I  think, speaking from memory.
6003. T h a t is surely w rong— 9s. for 80 miles ?— Perhaps it is 12s.
6004. Tw elve shillings for 80 m iles?— I  th ink  it comes to l i d .  per hundred feet, from B allarat

E ast station to Stawell.
6005. Do you mean, tha t a  ton is carted 80 miles for 12s. ?— I  th ink it is 12s.
6006. T h a t is th e  ra te  o f cartage for 80 miles ?— By rail, I  th ink so.
6007. W hat is the distance from Gordons to B allarat ?— A bout 15 miles.
6008. T hen, a t the same ratio, w hat does it cost from Gordons to B allarat ? T he R ailw ay D epart­

ment do not charge th a t w ay— they charge by the truck, under 35 miles.  ̂ ,
6009* B ut, i f  you say a ton can bs carted 80 miles for 12s., and it  is 15 miles fiom  Gxoi dons to 

Ballarat, I  w ant to see w here the income is to come from for the railw ay ?— I  th ink  it would be about 3d. 
per hundred feet for 15 miles, th a t would be about 2s. 6d. a ton from Gordons to B allarat.

6010. B y  the H on . J .  B u ch a n a n .— I  th ink  there is a slight mistake in th a t p a rt of the evidence ; 
you said cartage from Gordons to B allarat I  understood was 20s. ?— I  said from my place, which is beyond

G o rd o n s ^ ^  ^  the o ther charge o f i 2s. you referred  to was railw ay cartage ?— From  B allarat to

Stawell I  th ink  it  is 12s. a ton.
6012. Y ou pay 20s. for carting how m any m iles?— 22 miles.
6013. T h a t would be nearly  a shilling a mile ?— Yes.

T he w itness w ithdrew .

Mr. E dw ard B lake examined.
6014. B y  the C h a irm a n .— Do you reside a t Bungaree or Gordons ?— Ballan. i K p f f e
6015. You are a justice of the peace there  ?— I am.

6017 t™ ber a t Ballan, where you are, is there
o u i i .  n y  m e x±uii. j  , +_ „ j0 -n t iip trnde I  supply most of the Geelong tim ber,much business done ?— I  myself do a very large tiad e  in the trade, i  IP  y

nearly all the  Geelong tim ber now, and Stawell, and even as far as H otsham  and Echuca.
6018. Do you send much to B a l l a r a t ? - !  send a great deal to Ballarat ju s t  now.
6019, H ow  far are you from B allarat ? - A b o u t  tk .rty-one tm lesfrom

S  good deal « f use of i t ? - T h e r e

wouhl of it bad ; a  g rea t portion o f it

1 have' 6005 T hen  can you corroborate th a t as to the potatoes and other produce of th e  d istrict ?— In K e n t  
B areet I  can, 7haU s a  portion o f the evidence given th a t I  can fully corroborate.i  can, u iat to of ju-x,*

Do vou know th a t country ?— I  know that fact. .
6 0 -b . Do  y  Qnlpnrllfl I  have never seen anything better.
6008 D o h y o u ° k n o 0 w t h e  v'alue of i t  per acre ? - I  should th ink £50 an acre, a great deal o f i t .

6029! I t  produces very heavy crops ?— Very heavy crops.
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6030. Do you agree w ith the other witnesses tha t those potatoes would find their way to different 
parts of the colony if  they had railw ay communication ?— If  they could be got to market at a cheap rate.

6031. A t present is it difficult to get to m arket ?— The cost of freight is too great in proportion to 
the value of it.

6032. Do you think this line would eventually be extended to Ballan and Bacchus Marsh ?— I am not 
in a position to say. B u t I  can only say that i f  this line be constructed, I  can guarantee 150 tons of loading a 
week. One other m atter I  may mention, th a t is w ith regard to a large portion of the district around where 
I  reside ; it is now passed into a state of grass lands simply from the fact of the cost of getting the produce 
to m arket being so excessive. Oats, for example, cost about 9d. a bushel to get them to market at Ballarat. 
I f  there were a railway station at Gordons, a man could take a load there, and back the same night.

6033. How long does it take them now ?— Two days.
6034. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood.— You were asked whether this line was to go direct through by 

Ballan and Bacchus M arsh to D iggers’ Rest ?— I  can only speak w ith regard to the service that this portion 
of the line would render to the district.

6035. In  the event of this line being carried through to D iggers’ Rest, where would be the market 
for the larger portion of the produce of Ballan— would it get to Melbourne or Geelong ?— To Geelong I 
should say, a great portion of it ; in my particular line of produce it would find its m arket up the country 
and Geelong.

6036. You spoke of wheat— would tha t find its way to B allarat and up-country, or down for ship­
ment to Melbourne ?—I  should think it would find its way down for shipment or for consumption.

The witness withdrew.

W. A. Zeal, Esq., examined.
6037. B y  the Hon. S ir  C. S laden .— You are a civil engineer, I  believe ?— I  am.
6038. A nd surveyor ?— I  am.
6039. H ave you been in the habit of surveying for the purpose of railway lines ?— I  have.
6040. You know the country between Avoca and St. A rnaud ?— Yes, I  made a survey of it.
6041. W ere you acquainted w ith  the country previous to having made the survey?— Only in a

general manner.
6042. T h at is, lately you made a survey?— Yes, w ithin the last week.
6043. Would you inform the Committee what portion of the line you have surveyed ; it is between 

Avoca and St. A rnand, I  understand?— Yes. I  surveyed, in conjunction with M r. Rawlinson, the line of 
country between Avoca and St. Arnaud, and between St. A rnaud and Dunolly. The latter route is now 
being surveyed by the Railway Departm ent.

6044. T hat is upon the line contemplated to connect Dunolly and St. Arnaud ?— On the line to 
connect Dunolly and St. Arnaud.

6045. T he other line, I  understand, has not been surveyed ?— Has not been officially surveyed.
6046. T h a t is known as the Avoca Valley line? — As the Avoca Valley direct line.
6047. Is  th a t a direct line, as its name imports, between the two termini ?—I t  is, as nearly as the

physical features of the country will allow.
6048. Is much deviation necessary from the straight line ?— Very slight.
6049. Would you be so good as to inform the Committee of the nature of the line commencing from

Avoca, and so on through ?—F or the first tw enty miles of the line the country is singularly le v e l; in fact,
the line will be constructed almost upon the surface.

6050. W ithout any engineering obstacle ?— W ithout any engineering difficulty whatever ; in fact, I  
may say tha t the line is not in any degree more difficult than the Deniliquin and Moama railway ; it is 
almost a similar country.

6051. T h a t is for the first tw enty miles ?— For the first twenty miles.
6052. W here does tha t bring us to— do you know the name of the locality?—I t  brings us to a

settler’s selection (C lark’s) almost to the east of S tuart Mill.
6053. So far as that ?— Not quite so far as that, but a little to the south of east of S tuart Mill.
6054. Upon this map it is marked Dalyenong ?— Yes, bu t it goes to the south-west of this point.
6055. B u t up to that point it is a direct line, and on a perfect level ?— Almost level.
6056. Then from there, is there any hindrance there ?— From there it crosses the low range near 

the selection taken up by a man named Clark, and it crosses this range by a moderate cutting, which I
estimate to be about 30 feet to 35 feet in depth at the apex of the cutting, or an average of something like
10 feet to 15 feet in depth through the entire length of the cutting.

6057. W hat length would that be ?— A bout th irty  to thirty-five chains in the length of the cutting.
6058. W hat gradient would that give ?— A moderate gradient ; not exceeding 1 in 50.
6059. I t  will be as much as tha t ?— I t  need not be more than t h a t ; but I  may state that, as the 

Government have adopted gradients of 1 in 50 on their lines and have constructed their locomotives to work 
those gradients, it is more economical to go through cuttings w ith tha t gradient than to make them lower 
and to pay the additional cost for the construction of those works.

5060. W hat deviation will this spur cause from the direct line ?— A s nearly as I  could estimate, it
would not exceed from a half to three quarters of a mile.

6061. Is that the only cutting ?— A fter this range is crossed the line descends and crosses the 
Strathfillan creek— a creek leading down to the Strathfillan old pre-emptive section.

6062. Is  there any difficulty there ?— There is no difficulty w hatever there.
6063. Is  the ground level there ?— The ground falls ; it rises and it falls from the range to the

Strathfillan creek.
6064. W hat distance m ight it be from the cutting, to which you were alluding ju s t now, to the 

Strathfillan creek ?— Probably from two to three miles.
6065. Would th a t be upon an easy gradient ?— Yes ; the gradient could be made w hatever inclination 

is desired ; there is no difficulty in the way.
6066. But towards Strathfillan it m ight be even less than 1 in 50 ; you say it is a longer run ?— Yes ; 

there is no difficulty whatever.



6067. A nd from Strathfillan on ?— From  Strathfillan Creek the line takes a northerly direction ; ^that w. a . Zeal, Esq., 

is for the purpose of providing for the settlement to the north, and in the immediate neighborhood of a place nth septfwr. 
called Carapooee ; it crosses the Carapooee Creek a little below the junction of the W estern Creek— a creek
op which there is considerable settlem ent— and from that point it takes a north-westerly direction and joins 
the present Government surveyed line from Dunolly to St. Arnaud.

6068. T hat is at what point ?— T hat is a point immediately to the north of the parish of Moolok.
6069. Does the line go through Carapooee, or only towards Carapooee?—I t  leaves Carapooee slightly 

on the left— it is to the east of the township of Carapooee.
6070. Carapooee, upon the map that I have before me now, appears to be exactly in the line of the 

Dunolly connection ?— Yes ; th a t is the Carapooee district.
6071. Do I  understand th a t the Avoca line joins the Dunolly line there ?— I t  does.
6072. And then afterwards it take9 the same course as the Dunolly to St. Arnaud line ?— As the 

present surveyed Dunolly and St. A rnaud railway.
‘ 6073. Is  there any difficulty about that line in construction ?— None at all.

6074. Perhaps we should measure difficulty by expense ?— Yes, and by comparison.
6075. But, as a question of measuring difficulty by expense, is it an easy line to make should you 

say ?— Yes.
6076. Or a difficult one ?— I t  is considerably below the average of cost. I  estimate it to be con­

siderably below the average of the difficulties which have been found upon the light lines which Govern­
ments have recently constructed.

6077. Have you had time, or have you directed your attention to forming any approximate estimate 
of what such a line would cost per mile ?—Yes, I  made an estimate from an examination of the country,
which I  th ink is a reliable one— at all events, I  feel sure it would be sufficient to provide for all
contingencies.

6078. T h at is to say, w ithin a given sum per mile ?— Y es; I  have estimated the line to cost under
£6000 per mile. * i 0

6079. Does that include the construction merely, or does it  include stations and rolling-stock t —
Stations and rolling-stock— the portion of rolling-stock necessary for the line.

6080. Would that be taking the same data as are usually taken for V ictorian Government lines in
making estimates ?— Yes.

6081.- T h a t is under £6000 a m ile?— U nder £60 0 0 ; and the principal reason of that is, that the 
first twenty miles is of such a very light and easy character.

6082. T h at would be a t a minimum— possible, I  suppose ?— Y e s ; I  may state th a t the line between 
Deniliquin and Moama has cost under £3000 a m ile—that includes everything—and this line is not in any 
way more difficult than the D eniliquin and Moama line.

6083. Could a line similar to the Deniliquin and Moama line be constructed from the  first tw enty 
miles from Avoca a t the. same cost ?—I t  could, w ith this exception, th a t the Government works are of a 
more permanent character than on the Deniliquin and Moama line ; but the Deniliquin works are sufficiently 
stron" and durable to stand any traffic that the line may be subjected to.

°  6084. Upon w hich k ind of construction is your estimate based— upon that of the V ictorian railways
generally, or th a t of the railway you speak of now ?— Upon the V ictorian railways generally.

6085. W ould you have the  goodness to inform the Committee of the distance on this direct line 
between Avoca and St. A rnaud ?— The distance on the direct line, as the crow flies, would be 33 miles
70 chains 59 links.

6086. U nder 34 miles ?— Yes.
6087. T h a t is as the crow flies ?— As the crow flies. . .
6088. N ow  I  would ask you w hat further distance would, be due to the deviation that you nave 

alluded to ?— My estimate was one mile and ten chains. I  made it 35 miles from point to point.
6089. T hat makes the odd chains ?— Yes, one mile and a furlong.
6090. H ad you an opportunity of forming an opinion of the range of hills on your left on the west

going from Avoca to St. A rnaud ?— I presume you mean the Pyrenees ?
6091. Yes ?— Yes, I  have been over the district frequently.
6092. You know them ?— I  know th a t d istrict well. . , .,
6093. I would like to ask this question— I  do not know w hether you are in a position to answer it—

do you know anything of the western side of the Pyrenees ?— N ot much of the western side.
6094. Supposing there were population upon the western side of the Pyrenees cou y ^__

the Committee w hether that population would have access to the Avoca Valley line as surveye y y
I t  would come round by the Pyrenees, or across them. , u , ? nr

6095. T h at is to say, the  Pyrenees would be a barrier direct east and west .— Yes , east or west.
6096. B u t th a t would command Avoca or St. A rnaud ? Yes.

is a 4 “ dJ l e U se°«L ™ rfrcPm Avoca &  a point north of *atte YaUock-m  f i . t  the whole of the

river “  g ?  ^ : ^ 5 ^ 2 ^ t h ™ ^ e 7 t h ‘^ ^ e
miles ‘°6f 0e w e s t -N a f^  YaUock is e? ht .  e - J  ^  A v’ca and S,  Arnaud, as a bird

W0Uli fl67lo i7  DoeCyoe!iy know anything of the surveyed line between Dunoily and St. Arnaud ?- A s  being

G o ^ r L e n t line which it has been proposed to carry out ? -Y e s .

6103. You have been over that ? : * *  facility 'of6construction with the one you have been 
d escr ib in g°t-? tT ou l7h  r l T L r e  ex p L iv e  line than this, and the natural physical features of the 

countryare.much more difficult "own knowledge ? -N o t  from my o™  knowledge,
e io fr Would the cost per mile upon that be greater than upon the other ? - I t  would.
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6107. Would the cost of m aintenance and repair be greater upon a line w ith easy gradients upon a 
country easy of construction, or upon one where the gradients were steeper and more severe ?—Upon a line 
easier of construction the cost would be much less.

6108. I  mean for constant maintenance of the railw ay from time to tim e?— Yes, and for workino' 
expenses.

6109. Evidence was given the other day by a professional witness that, when a line is once 
constructed, it is as easy to repair and maintain one as another, because the construction is supposed to put 
i t  all upon a level— do you agree w ith th a t view ?■—No, it is quite the reverse of practice ; the wear and 
tear upon the rails is constant— the friction is very severe w here gradients and curves occur, and the 
consumption of fuel is very much greater upon an undulating line than it would be upon a line upon a level.

6110. Therefore, in determ ining between two lines as a m atter of fu ture expense, you would prefer, 
cceleris paribus, to make the one which is upon the ground which is more naturally adapted to it ?— Yes.

6111. M ore easy of construction ?— Yes, I  should.
6112. Could you tell, from the short visit yop had, w hether either line is equally well furnished with 

ballast ?— From  personal observation, I  am of opinion tha t the Avoca and St. A rnaud line is far better 
supplied w ith ballast than the one between Dunolly and St. A rnaud— th a t is from the indications upon the 
surface, and from the m aterial which we saw in the locality which would be suitable for ballast.

6113. D id you notice any rem arkable engineering difficulties upon the line between Dunolly and 
St. A rnaud  ?— No, none at all to compare w ith anything to be found upon the original Government lines— 
nothing whatever.

6114. B u t I  th ink I  recollect th a t— when evidence was given before w ith regard to the line— there 
is some M ount something, near Bealiba, w here either a great deviation is necessary or a great cutting ?—I 
was speaking of A voca and St. A rnaud.

6115. I  beg pardon. I  took between Dunolly and St. A rn au d ?— U pon the line between Dunolly 
and St. A rnaud, in the neighborhood of Bealiba, the cuttings will not be so severe nor so expensive as on 
the original G overnm ent lines ; bu t still they will be very heavy, and, for a ligh t line, very costly; the line 
there forms a succession of curves and gradients, and passes th rough  spurs of country leading down from 
M ount Bealiba which would be costly to construct and cut through.

6116. A re  those curves at an unusually short radius ?— I  believe not. O f course, they are more 
severe than on the original G overnm ent lines ; but modern practice has enabled engineers to use curves, 
comparatively severe now, w hich would not have been adopted in years gone by.

6117. Could you give an idea from w hat you saw of the surveyed line between Dunolly and 
St. A rnuud, of w hat m ight probably be an estim ate of the cost per mile comparing it w ith the one you have 
given of the other ?— I  do not th ink it could be constructed for any less sum than that which the Govern­
m ent have declared to be necessary for those lines, viz., £6500 a mile, if  it could be constructed for t h a t ; 
and I  say this from having exam ined th is part of the country between Dunolly and M ount Bealiba, and the 
crossing of the Avoca R iver at a place called Emu B ridge, we found there flood m arks extending over the 
country for a length of very nearly three-quarters of a mile ; and from the drift-wood in many places it was 
apparent tha t w ater had submerged the flats to a depth o f between 4 feet and 6 feet, showing tha t unusual 
and . very costly provision would have to  be made to enable the Governm ent to cross that Avoca F lat 
successfully.

6118. How would tha t be made ?— By a long low viaduct.
6119. W hat distance?— The submerged portion of the country, th a t flooded portion extends over a 

distance of th ree-quarters of a mile. I  obtained this information from exam ining the Government pegs, as 
fixed by the G overnm ent surveyors ; and I  am prepared, i f  necessary, to give the points upon the line so 
that this can be verified, to see w hether the statem ent is reliable or not.

6120. I f  you please ; th a t will not be going into great detail— not unncessary detail ?— I t  would take 
some little time.

6121. V ery well. T he question I  w ish to ask was, as comparing the expense of the two lines—is 
there such a difference in the features of the country as th a t one could be done a t a less cost than the other ? 
— Yes, there is.

6122. W hich would be done a t a less cost ?— M y estimate for the Avoca direct line is £202,500 ; 
and my estimate for the D unolly and St. A rnaud line is £204,312.

6123. Then w hat mileage have you calculated for the  D unolly and St. A rnaud line ?— The Dunolly 
and St. A rnaud line is 33 miles 10 chains.

6124. A nd the other I  th ink you said w as------- ?— 35 miles.
6125. T h a t is including the deviations necessary to cut th a t spur ?— Yes.
6126. B y  the H on . D r. D obson .— W hen did you make th is survey ?— I  stated ju s t now, last week.
6127. W hat day did you go there  ?— I  started  on T hursday— I  th ink  I  left on Thursday and got 

there F riday.
6128. On T hursday n ight ?— No.
6129. On F riday  ?— On F riday .
6130. D id you do any w ork on F riday  in this survey ?— I  was exam ining the country while I  went up.
6131. Did you leave A voca on the  F riday  to go along the  line you have been giving an account of 

a t all?— I  do not know w hether it was F riday  or Saturday.
6132. W ere you only one day upon i t? — T hree  days.
6133. W hat days were they ?— Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.
6134. You were surveying on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday ?— Yes.
6135. H ow  long, o f those three days, did you give to the line between Avoca and S t. A rnaud ?— We 

started from St. A rnaud  about half-past six  in the  m orning, and we got into Dunolly about a little after 
fo u r ; and we w alked the g reater portion of the way, w here any difficulty occurred upon the line which it 
was desirable to notice.

6136. A nd  did you give a longer tim e to the Avoca and S t. A rnaud  line than you did the Dunolly 
and St. A rnaud  line ?—N aturally  s o ; because the one is a surveyed line, the difficulties of which where 
estimated by the departm ent, the other was a line I  was sent up specially to survey.

6137. F o r w hat distance upon the  A voca and St. A rnaud  line do the Pyrenees run  almost parallel 
w ith the line ?— The Pyrenees are a  very long distance from the A voca and St. A rnaud line.



6 1 3 8  B u t  in  t h e  g i v e n  d i r e c t io n  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l i n e  w o u ld  t a k e  ?— F r o m  a  p o in t  t e n  o r  tw e lv e  w . a . zeal, b^.,
miles north from Avoca continued,

r )  1A°1' a!>0Ut ten miles out the Avoca liue is bounded on the westward by the Pyrenees ?— Yes uthSopt- 1877' 
A t what average distance from the line ?— Perhaps ten to fifteen miles

f 614h  N e1! er rearer ?“ 0 f  .C0urse ifc mtly be a little neuvei’> but I  should say that was the average 
Government mny stat6? 18 ver^ considerably to the east of the line originally surveyed by the

J ? °  any tbe cveebs or streams from the Pyrenees cross the line that you surveyed ? Yes a
creek called C herry-tree Creek comes down from that direction. " ’

6143. Is  tha t the only one? T h at is the only one of any importance ; that is.a very inferior creek 
as tar as capacity and size go.

Could you tell w hether th a t creek was liable to be flooded or not from any indications of the 
country?— Yes, to a certain extent.

6145. Would you require to bridge th a t creek ?— Yes.
6146. W hat ex ten t of embankment or viaduct on each side would you require ?—Two or three

chains in the middle ; that would be the maximum.
6147. On each side ?— No, two or three chains altogether.
6148. O f embankment or v iaduct?— Viaduct.
6149. So as to give a w aterway underneath ?— Yes.
6150. The others could be done by culverts ?— Yes.
6151. D id you form no estimate of the number of culverts you would have to m ake? Yes, we

allowed four per mile ; that is more than enough.
6152. More than ample ?— More than  ample.
6153. More than ample for this particular country ?— Yes.
6154. Do you th ink th a t once going over the country in tha t way is sufficient to enable you as an

engineer to form an estimate of the cost ?— I t  would not if  it were a difficult country, but as it is not a
difficult country, the time was quite ample I  am quite sure.

6155. I  believe you have been in the habit of being consulting engineer for contractors in this 
country ?—Yes, a g rea t deal.

6156. From  such information as you got there, would you be able to advise a contractor as to what to 
tender a t ?— Yes, if  I  were a contractor I  would undertake to make a railway now, between Avoca and St.
Arnaud for the price I  have now named to this House.

6157. T h at is under £6000 a mile ?— T hat is under £6000 a mile. U nder £6000 a mile.
6158. As to the ballasting— you say you only said local indications, and that of course could be only 

within range of the eyesight as you went along the line ?— Precisely, but th a t was quite determinate and 
reliable.

6159. Do you find it everywhere throughout the line, or in patches ?— Practically it  is spread over 
the whole district.

6160. W hat is it, gravel ?— Gravel, and stone, and slag, and schistose material of various kinds, 
decomposed granite in various places.

6161. Does decomposed granite make good ballast ?— Yes.
6162. I f  it is not too far gone ?—Yes. I  should say, tha t upon this line too there is an abundance of 

very superior red gum and ironbark, th a t is very much used upon the Government lines, and which is not to 
be found upon the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line.

6163. A re you sure of that— for my impression of the evidence on the other line is that, within a few
miles of the line proposed by the Government, there is a large supply of red gum. I  think it was described 
as a little to the west of the Em u ?— T h at is the spot upon the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line where the red 
gum occurs, and it  is upon the valley of the Avoca ; whereas upon the Avoca and St. A rnaud line, there
is a continuous length  of some tw enty miles of river, from which a supply could be drawn.

6164. In  a short line of this distance, tw enty or th irty  miles, the carriage of the timber and ballast 
is not very expensive when you have once got it upon a truck ; w ith the contractor’s engine, it  is not much 
more expensive w hether you have a load of one mile or five ?— No, not upon that particular line, it would 
not add much to the  cost. B u t this would enable the Government to obtain a vast supply for other works.

6165. You are speaking of the timber m ark e t?— I  speak of the advantages altogether that would 
accrue to the G overnm ent if this line was made.

6166. In  surveying the Deniliquin and Moama line, do you know w hat the w eight of the rails upon 
that line is ?— Yes ; they are very light— too light.

> 6167. L ighter than the Government here would sanction ?—'Yes.
6168. A re you aware tha t the N ew  South Wales Government have refused to approve of the 

Deniliquin and Moama line, on account of its faulty construction ?-—N o ; I  know the Engineer-in-Chief,
Mr. W hillon, refused to give the contractors their certificate, because the works were constructed in a rough 
manner ; and I  was asked by the directors to examine the works, having been one of the projectors and 
engineer to the company ; and I  gave them a report as to the safety and efficiency of the works in question.
I  found the works were more than ample for all requirements.

6169. I  think you said the steepest gradient would be 1 in .30 ? No ; not exceeding 1 in 50.
i 6170. Would there be any cuttings more than 15 feet in th a t?  - I  think the cutting in C larkes Gap, 

at the apex, would be, at the maximum, about 35 feet ; but that would represent the apex of a triangle, the
average would be only 10 feet.

6171. Is  th a t the only cutting—Clarke’s.G ap ?—No ; but that is the only expensive cutting.
6172. O f course, you did not sink any trial shaft in the cutting, to find what was there ?— No ; we

estimate it to be rock. .
6173. W hat sort of rock ?— O f a quality equivalent to two or three times the cost of ordinary *

earthwork. ' . . . .
6174. There is granite about there, you say ?— Yes, but this is not a granite range.
6175. N ot granite ?— No.  ̂ . .
6176. A re  there sufficient geological indications about to enable you to judge i— l e s ; the surface is

strewn in places w ith stone.



W‘ 6177. Could you see any section a t all— any escarpm ent ?— No.
nth Sept/iS77. 6178. This, then, was mere guesswork as regards the big cu ttin g ? — Yes, the guesswork of an

expert. I  should not say that, unless I  had reasons for arriv ing at the conclusion.
6179. B u t those reasons, as I  understand, are simply draw n from surface stone ?— Yes, precisely. 

A nd I  may say th a t I  have laid out some hundreds of miles of railway, and given estimates ; and I  think I  
can undertake to say th a t I  could give a reliable estimate.

6180. W ould it not have been move satisfactory to sink a tria l shaft there ?— Certainly.
6181. A nd you have only allowed double the price for rem oving earth ?— Double or treble for

rem oving earth.
6182. Is  th a t a safe allowance to make ?—On this occasion, we have estimated tha t the material 

taken out would repay the cost in the provision of a large quantity  of ballast.
6183. T h a t rock cutting is sometimes very expensive work?— Yes.
6184. Do you know the M ount E agle cutting, at H eidelberg ?— Yes.
6185. W ere you professionally engaged in th a t a t all ?— I was not.
6186. H ave you any idea how much a cubic yard or running yard will cost ?— I  could not tell the 

quantity .
6187. Know ing the quality of the rock there, do not you think it would cost from twelve to thirteen 

times the price of moving earth  ?— 1 daresay ; but at the railw ay cutting  a t Sun bury it did not cost any­
th ing like th a t amount.

6188. W as not tha t a soft rock ?— No, solid bluestone rock ; the contract price of the Sunbury cutting 
was 4s. 6d. the  cubic yard, and th a t was let in the year 1857, and th a t paid the contractors very well. 
T he Porcupine (the most difficult cutting  in the country upon the M ount A lexander line) was let to the 
contractor for 5s. 6d. a yard, and tha t on account of the ballast they found in it paid them — it did not pay 
them much, it is true, bu t it paid them.

6189. B y  the l io n . II . Cuthbert.— Then, as I  understand you, for the first tw enty miles upon 
the new line th a t you surveyed, recently, there are no engineering difficulties in any way ?— There are 
none.

6190. T he ground is almost level ?— Yes, comparatively level.
61 91. A nd w hat is your estim ate for constructing those tw enty m iles?— I  have pu t the first twenty 

miles at £5250 a mile, and the rem aining fifteen miles at £6500 a mile.
6192. So th a t the engineering difficulties would be greatly increased in the rem aining 15 miles ?— 

T he quantities of earthw ork and rock work are increased, but there are no engineering difficulties upon the 
line, there  is only a certain am ount of m aterial to be removed.

6193. Some deep cuttings ?— Com paratively deep.
6194. T he deepest tha t you estim ate— at about 35 feet ?— A t the apex, the  average of that cutting 

is from 10 feet to 15 feet.
6195. You had a very short time to do this work ; did you go into it with great care and accuracy ?

— Yes.
6196. I  suppose you had about 64 miles to travel during the three days?— Yes.
6197. W ere you w alking most of the time ?— W alking or riding, but we walked the whole distance 

w herever the country required exam ination.
6198. One of the witnesses, who was exam ined here, stated th a t it was almost impossible to travel 

over this line— would you agree w ith  him ?— No, he could not have gone over the line, i f  he said that.
6199. H e said it was possible to ride or walk over it, but almost impossible to drive over it ?— 

Inasm uch as we drove an express wagon, w ith four people in it, over the most undulating portion of the 
country w ithout any difficulty,' it is evident th a t he could not have known w hat he was talking about.

6200. You did not take out quantities in m aking the estim ate ?— N o ; I  did precisely in making this 
estim ate w hat .I did w hen I  was in the  G overnm ent service, and w hat I  did in m aking the Deniliquin and 
and Moama line, which is the  usual method engineers adopt in m aking a first estimate.

6201. W hat did you put down the w orks of construction a t? — I  have not here provided for the 
the details— I  estim ate the  cost of the works at a certain  amount from observation on the line, but I  am 
not prepared-------

6202. Can you give me the cost of the perm anent way, including rails and fastenings—rails and 
sleepers ?— I took the  G overnm ent figures for all those things.

6203. You assume the G overnm ent figures are rig h t ?— Yes.
6204. You adopt Mr. H iginbotham ’s estim ate of the cost of the line as correct— do you?— N o; I  

adopt the estim ate of the departm ent for this k ind of work.
6205. But, if  you did not go into them  in detail, how could you tell the sum to ta l?— Because the 

officers of the departm ent could not tell till they exam ined the ground the difficulties they would meet with, 
whereas the cost of the perm anent way, and such like, are constant quantities— they are not varied by either 
place or circumstance.

6206. Surely you cannot arrive at a proper estim ate w ithout going into details— have you not first 
of all to get the cost o f w orks of construction ?— B y th a t I  suppose you mean earthw orks and bridges, 
viaducts, and so on, along the line ?

6207. Y es?— I  estim ated four large culverts per mile ; and I  estim ated the crossing of the Avoca, at 
N o tt’s, at a certain figure ; and the crossing of the C herry  T ree Creek, and the Strathfillan Creek, and the 
Carapooee Creek, and the W estern Creek, a t certain sums.

6208. Can you give the sum total of the w orks o f construction?— I  have given you my estimate of 
the cost per mile, but not the details— I  could give you an  estim ate of the cost of the A voca Bridge, for 
instance, because I  arrived a t th a t difficulty.

6209. W hat have you allowed for stations and sidings ?— I  said I  took the Governm ent figures for 
quantities, and at so much per mile those do not vary upon any line.

6210. You differ altogether from M r. H iginbotham ’s estim ate ; you make the cost of the line more 
than he does from D uuolly. I  w ant now to tes t how you come to the conclusion th a t he is wrong and that 
you are rig h t? '—I  did not say th a t I  differ from M r. Iliginbotham  a t all— in fact, you w ere asking me just 
now7 the cost of the Avoca and St. A rnaud  line, and now you go to the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line. I  
was not speaking of the  D unolly line at all. I  spoke of the  line from A voca to St. A rnaud.



• „  62i L  Y.™ avf  ri§ h t’ 1 am u Pon lhat liae- 1 w ant to know if you took out the items and can w a zeal Esq,
give tne com m ittee the particulars of the cost of tlie works in the construction of the railway in detail ? I
cannot in detail. J ' llth 1877-

. , . ^Ylia t,did y °u alI°w for rolling-stock ?— I  mentioned twice before th a t I  could not supply you
with details. I  took them  a t the G overnm ent estimate.

6213. I  thought you m ight have allowed a certain sum per mile for rolling-stock ?— I  took the 
Government s hgures as constant quantities.

, „ 6214h W hat did y °u allow Per mile— do you know w hat the G overnm ent allow per mile for rolling- 
stock ?—I  allow an average of £5785 per mile.

. 621 f  ;r i la t  is the total, bu t I  w ant the amount for rolling-stock ?— I  am not prepared to give the
rolling-stock, but you can satisfy yourself by looking at the  Governm ent estimate.

6216. I  know w hat it is, bu t I  w ant to get it from y o u ?—I  state tha t I  am not making a random 
statement here. I  have made my estim ate from an engineering experience of something like twenty-five 
years in the colony, tha t I  have very considerable experience in constructing railways, and that I  know 
what I  am talk ing about.

6217. I  daiesay, and thoiefoie I  w ant to test your knowledge. W hat have you allowed for the 
engineering expenses in the construction of the line?— Engineering expenses amount to 10 per cent.

6218. W hat have you allowed for the cost of land ?— I  cannot give more than I  have stated. I  have 
not got those details. I  have gone over the line, and have made a careful general estimate from a personal 
survey of the line ; th a t is all I  can give to this House. T h a t estimate I  am fully and firmly convinced is 
reliable ; the cost would be w ith in  the sum named by me.

6219. Is  the projected line intended to run through private property or not ?— A considerable portion 
of it would run through private property.

6220. W hat figure have you pu t down for the cost of purchasing land ?— I  repeat once more, th a t I  
am not prepared to give any details.

6221. H ave you prepared for th e  Committee any plans showing this line projected by you ?— Yes, I  
have a plan here ; it has p rivate  memoranda upon the sides, but I  have no objection to the Committee taking 
the plan.

6222. B u t I  mean plans to hand round to the different members ; you have not a number of different 
plans prepared, have you ?— N o ; but practically this line in blue— [producing a p la n ~\—is the line we 
followed— [a  p la n  ivas handed to the honorable meniber\.

6223. T here  are some notes upon this, are they p rivate?— You may read them, I  have no objection
to that. I t  is only notes as to statistics and population and settlem ent, and such things as that.

6224. A nd the line is s tra igh t as it comes to Avoca ?— Com paratively straight.
6225. A nd  then  there  is a little  deviation?— Yes.
6226. T h a t is w here the  engineering difficulties beg in?— T here  are no engineering difficulties upon 

the line.
6227. H eavy cuttings?— N one heavy— a few light.
6228. Spurs and mountainous country to be passed?— No, no mountains at all.
6229. W hat are they— ranges ?— Yes, ligh t ranges. I  may say that you know this country near

Creswick very w e ll; it is not nearly as difficult as the  line between Creswick and the racecourse at 
B allarat; in fact, the  difficulties between the racecourse at B allarat and the town of Creswick would exceed 
the difficulties to be found anyw here upon th is line.

6230. A s far as regards the num ber o f people to be served by this line, you have had no opportunity 
of forming an opinion ?— I had an opportunity of m aking use of my e y e s ig h t; I  could see that there was 
something like five times the population settled upon this line th a t there is upon the Dunollv and St.
Arnaud. In  fact, between the old Dunolly pre-em ptive and Bealiba there is scarcely any settlem ent w hat­
ever, and between the  Em u Creek and Carapooee Creek we only saw, I  think, one farm upon the whole 
distance upon the Governm ent line.

6230a . Upon the D unolly line, are not you aware tha t there is to be a station a t a place called 
Emu?—Yes, at least I  presume the G overnm ent would have a station there.

6231. A re not you aw are th a t there  is a vast amount of settlem ent to the north  of Emu, for nearly 
60 miles ?— Yes, there  is a  considerable settlem ent there, but 60 miles off the line they would be served by 
the Inglewood line ; they would not make use of this line, it is too far north  for that.

6232. I  need not go to 60 miles, but even for 30 miles, would not the people be served by th a t line ?
—No, certainly not, because they  would go down by the Inglewood and Sandhurst line.

6233. F our or five witnesses have stated here th a t it would- be of vast advantage to the people settled 
there—do you mean to say that th e ir evidence is incorrect ?— I  mean to say that, if  I  were a settler, I  
should not make use of the  railw ay there, because it would be carting the m aterial three or four times the 
distance.

6234. I f  you w ere ten miles from Em u would you use it ?— Certainly I  should.
6235. O r fifteen miles ?— Yes, or even fifteen— that -would be a point about midway between Emu 

and Sandhurst.
6236. M ight I  ask the to tal am ount of your estim ate for constructing this line from St. A rnaud to 

Avoca ?— £202,500.
6237. A nd Dunolly ?— A nd D unolly, £204,312.
6238. M r. Ilig inbotham  has made out the cost of the Dunolly line £195,500, and ho gives par­

ticulars to the Committee ?— Yes. t . .
6239. Do you, from your slight opportunity of inspecting' the ground, set your opinion forth  as 

more correct than  his ?— M r. H iginbotliam ’s opinion is based upon the line as it was su rveyed ; my estimate 
is based upon the line now being surveyed; and I  do not th ink M r. Ilig inbotham  lias estim ated that. I  
would say th a t if th a t is the case, it shows I  have used a great amount of caution in estim ating the w ork, 
because I  have adopted the same principle in both cases. I f  I  have exceeded in one case I  have in the other.

6240. T h a t does not fo!lowr ?— I t  may not follow from1 your point of vievr, bu t as a m atter of fact
that is how I  estim ated the work.

6241. B y  the H on . N .  F itzgera ld .— Do you know anything of the present lines between M ary­
borough and A voca and M aryborough and Dunolly ? 5. es.
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6242. U pon which line arc the gradients steeper?— I  may say, that 1 l’ancy tha t the gradient 
coining into Avoca is as steep as any upon the Dunolly, but I  do not know that it is much steeper.

6243. Do you th ink  the character of the lines is about the same— is not Dunolly a perfect flat to
M aryborough ?— Oh, n o ; coming to Dunolly itself, you can see a great descent on the line.

6244. You are not aware w hether there is any rem arkable difference in the gradients ?— There are 
no great difficulties upon either line— there arc descents and ascents.

6245. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— Did you follow up the Avoca line at all north of Em u— did you 
see anything of the population upon the A voca lliv er north of Em u ?— No, we did not.

‘ 6246. I  th ink you said th a t the population north of Em u, if I  understood you rightly in answer to
the Honorable M r. C uthbert, for a certain distance, would use the Em u station if there were a line between 
Dunolly and St. A rnaud ?— Yes.

6247. B ut a t a distance of sixty miles they would use Inglew ood?— Yes, the settlers residing any­
th ing beyond fifteen miles, in my opinion, would use Inglewood.

6248. W ould not a portion of th a t population find it as convenient to go to St. A rnaud as to Emu ? 
— Yes, they would go to St. A rnaud—they would go to K arup station if it was made.

6249. Now, supposing a line existed betw een Dunolly and St. Arnaud, a part of the population 
round E m u and north of Em u would use the Em u station?— Yes.

6250. B u t if you follow up northw ards, still up to Koree, and so forth, would it not be as convenient 
to the population to use the St. A rnaud station— where would it commence to use St. A rnaud ?— About at 
a limit of fifteen miles.

6251. A t a further distance they would use Ing lew ood?— Yes.
6252. W hat direction does the Avoca B iver take after it leaves K oree?— A  northerly direction.
6253. D irect north ?— N ot quite— not directly north.
6254. There is settlem ent along the A voca?— Yes, there is down by Charlton and tha t neigh­

borhood.
6255. You were asked a good deal about the details of construction. Now, for my own information 

as well as others, I  would like to get a clearer understanding of your answer about that. How do you 
base your estim ate a t the rate you have given— £6000 a mile— you did not give details, you see ?— No.

6256. W ou ld  you k in d ly  te ll u s?— From  g o in g  over the line an exp ert w ou ld  classify  the 
various w orks under certain h ead in gs, and he Avould tabu late th e  resu lts as he goes a lo n g ; of course th is 
estim ate w ou ld  not be so reliable as an estim ate founded upon th e actual tak in g  out o f q u an tities; but any 
prudent m an w ould  m ake in  th is prelim inary su rvey such an estim ate as w ou ld  cover contingencies he 
w ould put dow n a certain  am ount for con tin gen cies, and if he understood h is b usiness at all, that would  
more than cover the ex ig en c ies  h e  m igh t m eet w ith .

6257. For heavy work, such as viaducts and so on, do you make a more particular estim ate?—Yes, 
I  estim ated all the bridges. A t Avoca, for instance, I  took the bridge crossing the Avoca River at N ott’s, 
and that: gives a w aterw ay of 1750 superficial feet. Our estimate of tha t upon the railway was 4000 
superficial feet, about two and a half times as large ; and a t the A voca R iver a t Em u we made the 
estimates from the drift-wood and flood-marks we found upon the ground.

6258. In  the same way a s  you estimated w hat sort of viaduct would be necessary upon the Dunolly 
line ?— Precisely.

6259. By looking at the flood-marks?— Yes.
6260. In  reo-ard to rolling-stock and so forth, you assume the Governm ent estimate to be correct?

— Yes.
6261. In  all the fixed quantities you add that to your estim ate ?— Yes.
6262. Did you form any comparative estim ate of the two bridges— the bridge at Avoca upon the 

direct line, and the bridge you speak of as being necessary, where there is three-quarters of a mile of flood 
shown at E m u?— Yes. M y estimate of the bridge over the Avoca, upon the Avoca and St. Arnaud line, 
would be a cost of £2000— that is a pile viaduct ; and the crossing of the Em u Creek would be £9075.

6263. Then you speak of the population in a general way I  understood you to say ?— Following up 
that, I  would ju st wish to explain tha t, a t the Em u Creek bridge, the A voca drains something like 500 
square miles of country more than it does up at N o tt’s, at Avoca ; and th a t is the reason w hy a greatei 
cost is required.

6264. T hen you consider tha t even though the cheaper bridge m ight be pu t up, it would not be 
sufficient, on account of the large quantity of land drained there?— T on require much greater water-way 
much wider.

6265. So th a t if a cheaper bridge is in contemplation in the G overnm ent line than that, you would 
not think it sufficient ?— I  do not th ink  it would be prudent.

6266. You spoke of the population ; I  suppose you have nothing but a general idea from such a
short visit ?— No. _ _

6267. H ave you much kdowledge of the country beside your late visit ?— I know the North-East 
Province p re tty  w ell; I  have lived in it many years.

6568. Y ou r estim ate o f th e  population  b ein g  so m uch larger upon th e one side than the other rs 
form ed, h o w — is it  from  general observation  ?— From  w h a t I  saw  on th e  s p o t ; for in stance, there can be no 
m istake about th e  num ber of farm s up th e  river from  A a -o c u  to  N a tte  Y a llo ck , and th a t contrasts in the 
m ost m arked m anner AArith  Avhat I  saw  on th e  lin e from  D u n o lly  to  S t. A rnaud. In  fact, there is  no settle­
m ent Avha1eA7er from  E m u  B rid ge  to  th e  C arapooee Creek ; it  is  a barren sort o f country.

6269. B u t of course there is population at Arclidale, and all th a t part of the line ? Yes, upon the
river.

6270. I s  not the population great there ?— N ot so great as N atte  Yallock. _
6271. A n d  w estw ard , upon th e Avestern side of th e  projected  line, is  there m uch population . No,

not a great deal. , ,
6272. W estw ard of the Avoca direct line ?— There is the township of S tuart Mill and of Red Bank, 

and many little ham lets a t the base of the Pyrenees, upon the eastern side.
6273. F a rm s?— Y es; and down toAvards Percydale.

. 6274. B y  the lio n . S ir  C. S laden .— Is the survey Avhich you made the other day such as engineers 
hi the Government employ would make for the purpose of giving an estimate of a projected line ? t is.



I  m ight state th a t some years ago I  was sent by the Government, 1 think in Captain Clarke’s time, to make w. a . Zeal, Esq., 

an estimate of the cost of a line. Mr. W atson and myself were instructed by Government to estimate the mh seprts?? 
cost of a line from Kilmore, going across to Sunbury, and we adopted precisely the same mode of advising 
the Government as to the cost, as I  have done upon this occasion.

6275. Bo you consider this to be a hasty su rvey?— Yes, what would be called a preliminary
survey.

6276. Still, from your experience in connection with the Victorian lines generally, it has been done
with as much care and circumspection as is usual in forming an estim ate for a projected line ?—Precisely,
and in proof of tha t, 1 may say 1 am apparently above Mr. Iliginbotlnini in my figures in the cost of the 
line from Dunolly to St. A rnaiul. If 1 err, I like to err upon the safe side, not to under estimate the cost.

6277. Supposing Mr. Iliginbotliam  to estimate flu- line from Dunolly to St. A rnaud at £195,500,
and you made your estim ate upon the same principle— if your estimates of the cost of the line between 
Dunolly and St. A rnaiul were reduced by £5000, a corresponding reduction would have to be made in 
your estimate of the cost from Avoca to St. A rnaiul?— Precisely. 1 informed the House just, now that the 
Deniliquin and Moama, line cost about £3400 per mile. I estimated the cost of the works as £5000, so
as to be quite safe in my estimate of the cost of the line.

6278. B y  the H o n . TV, W ilson .— I suppose you have come to give evidence more from an 
engineering point of v iew ?— Yes, entirely from an engineering point of view.

6279. A s to the cost of construction of what is known upon the plan handed to members of the 
Committee as the Avoca Valley line?—Yes.

6280. You have followed that line as nearly as possible ?— Yes.
6281. Yrou worked out, I  apprehend, the cost per mile it, would take to construct from Avoca to 

St. Arnaud ?— I  did.
6282. T he outcome of it was £202,000?— £202,500.
6283. A nd did you work as correctly out wliat you would consider the cost per mile of the con­

struction of the line from Dunolly to St. A rnaud ?—Yes, I  may say, tha t I  did precisely w hat I  would do
if the Government engaged me as engineer to estim ate the cost of a line of railway between two points. I  
should give them, to the best: of my ability, my idea of the cost of the line from a preliminary survey.

6284. A nd the difference in value of the construction of the two lines amounted to about £1500?—
About £2000.

6285. B u t you heard, of course, the estimate that the Engineer-in-Chief had valued the construction 
of the Dunolly and St. A rnaud line a t? — Yes.

6286. One hundred and ninety-five thousand pounds?— Yes.
6287. W ould you require to reduce your estim ate to correspond w ith th a t? —1 think the Engineer- 

in-Chief is in a better position to give the details than I  am, but I  think the margin is so small, that I  would 
rather take the higher sum to provide for contingencies.

6288. A s far as the construction of the line connecting St. A rnaud with Dunolly or Avoca is con­
cerned, it is of very little moment as far as cost goes?— Very little.

6289. One could be constructed as easily or as cheaply as the o ther?— Yes.
6290. A ny choice of route would depend a great deal upon other circum stances?— Y e s ; but the 

working of the Avoca line would be much less than the other, inasmuch as the gradients and curves are 
less. Tw enty miles of the line arc practically level, and could be worked w ith a very small head of steam, 
and would require very little fuel for th a t portion of the  line.

6291. B y  the H on. F . T . Sargood .— Do I  understand you to say tha t you know very little of the 
country w est of the  Pyrenees?— Yes.

6292. I  th ink you also said the population west, of the Pyrenees would either have to go to St. Arnaud 
or Avoca ?— Yes, or A rara t probably.

6293. B u t as far as this is concerned, they would go either to Avoca or St. A rnaud?— Y e s ; I  
imagine they would use the A rarat station.

6294. They would not cross the Pyrenees to come to this line ?— I  hardly imagine they would.
6295. Then we have to deal w ith the population lying in the triangle between Avoca and St. A rnaud 

and D unolly?—Yes.
6296. T h at being the case— taking a radius from Avoca of ten miles—you embiace the whole of

Natte Y allock?— Yes ; the whole of N atte  Yallock would use this line.
6297. W ould they use the Avoca and M aryborough line?—N o; it would be a very difficult country

to take produce across. . . .
6298. From  N atte  Yallock to A v o c a ? — Y es; unless they wish to cart the produce all the way, and

not make use of the railway. 1 , 1  i
6299 W here do thev take the produce now ?— Of course they go to m arket where produce 

commands a higher p r ic e ; if produce is higher a t St. A m end, they g» to St. Arnaud, and on the other 
hand, if the maricet is higher a t Ballarat, they go there. You cannot drive it into a  channel; . t  would be
regulated by the price at various markets. , rx ,, , . v  , , ,,

6300. B ut as a fact, now they use either A v o c a ,  Maryborough, or Dunolly stations . Y es, but they
would hardly come to those places if a railway would diminish the distance.

6301. No, but taking the lines as they now stand ?—Yes. „ , , , ? v
6302. A  radius of ten miles south would be also witlun reach of b t. Arnauel station Yes.  ̂ _
6303. So th a t there is a gap of about fifteen miles along the Avoca Y alley that we have to piovide

with railway accommodation ?— Yes. n  , ~ 1- r  a ; ni.
6304. W liat is the distance between your line and, say, the Emu Gieek station . I  tlunk about

e ,g h t™6305 T hen , assuming the Dunolly end St. A rnaud line to be constructed, these; fifteen miles updn 
the centre portion of your line would be Within eight miles of a stahon upon the Dunolly line ? - l e s ,  but

the c o u n ty is^ v e iy  rangey t h e r e ^  ^  ^  ^  .( -s (>||ly ^  miles ? - Y c s ; but added to tha t is the

r o m tr y ^ a m  to^thew tot^ bounded b j j h e l  fho Pyrenees ?_ An average of, I  think, about

ten miles.
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6308. W hat is the population?— A  considerable population in the valleys leading down from the 
Pyrenees.

6309. B u t speaking now of the fifteen miles at the centre of your line ?— There is a considerable 
settlem ent in those valleys tha t lead down from the Pyrenees.

6310. Speaking now of the north of Red Bank, between Red B ank and S tuart Mill ?— Yes.
6311. Is  there a population there to the w est of your lin e?— Yes, upon the different settlements 

there is.
6312. H ave you any notion of the population?—No, 1 could not state the amount, but I  fancy the 

House has been supplied w ith  th a t information from the returns of the shire.
6313. Then so far, th a t population would be an average distance of about how much— a maximum 

distance of fifteen miles from Em il B ridge?— No, considerably more than that.
6314. W hat is the average ?— I  should, say an average distance of eighteen miles.
6315. B ut on the contrary, Em u Bridge would be a convenience to a population fifteen miles north 

and north-east, I  think you sa id ?— T h at would he the m axim um ; after the fifteen miles they would o-q 
either to St. A rnaud on the one hand or Inglewood upon the other.

6316. U pon the whole, Em u Bridge would give greater facilities to a larger number north and south 
than your line could possibly do ?— No, I  hardly th ink that, inasmuch as Em u Bridge would not give any­
th ing to the population at the base of the Pyrenees.

6317. True, but it would provide for fifteen miles north and north-east, and fifteen miles south and 
w est ?— The same argum ent applies to this line.

6318. I  am aware of th a t;  but I  w ant to know w hether the population on the west is denser than
the population to the north ?— Yes, 1 should say decidedly so about S tew art Mill.

6319. B y  the H on. JR. Sim son.— W hat is the character of the country between Avoca and St. 
Arnaud, as regards soil— is it poor grazing soil, or good grazing soil, or agricultural soil?—I t  is both— it is 
a sandy loam. W ith  the aid of w ater any amount of w heat m ight be grown there, but it requires irrigation. 
I t  would grow much the same quality of wheat as the plains below Sandhurst— it is much like the same 
country.

6320. Is  much wheat, grown there ?— There is a considerable breadth of crop, but this year the 
crops are so stunted, we could not form an estim ate of the capabilities of the country.

6321. W hat is the character of the land from St. A rnaud?—A  light sandy loam.
6322. There is no difference between the tw o lines as to quality of the soil?— A ll that bordering

upon the A voca V alley line is quite a different soil.
6323. T h a t is upon the banks of the river ?— Yes, for tw enty miles the soil is superior on the Avoca 

and St. A rnaud line, w ith the exception of the crossing at the Em u and Bealiba.
6324. W hich line do you consider has most cultivation ?— A  great deal more upon the Avoca and 

St. Arnaud.
6325. More settlem ent there than upon the Dunolly and St. A rnaud ?— More settlem ent by far.

The witness withdrew.

O U T E R  C IR C L E  L IN E .

Thom as Iliginbotham , Esq., further examined.
5326. B y  the H on. I I . Cuthbert.— M r. Iliginbotham , I  w ish to ask you a few questions about the 

Outer Circle line. Can you tell me w hen the survey for the Outer Circle line was first made?— I  think 
about the end of 1873 ; in the la tter half of 1873 I  th ink  the prelim inary survey was made ; in the end of 
1874 the line was perm anently set out.

6327. By whom was it perm anently set ou t?— I t  was set out under the direction of Mr. Darbyshire.
6328. Do you remember the name of the officer th a t was engaged upon th a t work ?— I  do n o t ; I 

was in E ngland a t the time.
6329. Can you tell me, in the original survey, w hat was the number of crossings ?—No ; there 

would be very little difference between the number in the original survey and in the perm anent survey ; the 
route is, though not exactly  the same, very nearly the same.

6330. B u t the difference would be very slight ?— I  do not th ink  it could be a t all considerable, if 
there were any difference a t all.

6331. Can you tell me how many streets— about how many streets would be crossed by the Outer 
Circle line ?— Streets and roads ?

6332. Streets and roads?— T he total number is 25 crossed on the level.
6333. Thirty-five ?— 25.
6334. I  do not mean level crossings, bu t crossings— streets and roads ?— Streets and roads ; what 

we call public level crossings.
6335. A re there, in addition to that, any private crossings?— There may be, but tha t is a matter of 

agreem ent a t the time when the valuation of the land takes place.
6336. I  may tell you, the reason th a t I  ask the question is, th a t I  understand, in the original survey,

tha t there were no less than  107 crossings?— T h a t m ust be quite a  mistake.
6337. T h a t is a m istake ?— Quite.
6338. A nd the statem ent you have given to the Committee, as to the number 25, you are confident 

is correct ;— I  believe it to be quite accurate.
6339. N ow  I  w ant to ask you another question. Supposing the H obson’s Bay Company were to 

double their number of trains by their eastern line, how m any m ixed goods and passenger trains could you 
then run per hour upon the G ippsland line?— I  confess I  do not understand the question.

6340. On the eastern line of the H obson’s B ay railway I  th ink there are about 84 tra ins?— On the 
Brighton line.

6341. E iglity-fonr c o m i n g  jig and eighty-four going out each way ?— Yes.
6342. Suppose tin; Hobson's Bay Company were to double that, then I  ask you how many trains

would they be able to accommodate of yours running from Sale to Melbourne, in your opinion ?— 1 do not 
like to give an opinion w ithout Inn ing more lime for consideration. 1 think il the Hobson s Bay Company



d o a b le  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a i n s  w h i c h  i t  is  n o w  r u n n i n g  u p o n  i t s  B r i g h t o n  l in e , t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  g re a t, 
i n c o n v e n ie n c e  111 c a r r y i n g  t h e  G i p p s l a n d  t r a f f i c  o v e r  i t ; in d e e d ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  c o n s id e r a b le  
i n c o n v e n ie n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  t h e  G i p p s l a n d  t r a f f i c  o v e r  t h e  B r i g h t o n  l in e ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  n u m b e r  o f  
t r a i n s  a n d  t h a t  i n c o n v e n ie n c e  w o u ld  b e  in c r e a s e d  a s  s o o n  a s  R ic h m o n d  is  r e a c h e d ,  w h e r e  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h e  
H a w t h o r n  t r a f f i c  a l s o  c o m e s  in t o  t h e  m a in  l in e .

6 3 4 3 .  I n  t a k i n g  r u n n i n g  p o w e r s  o v e r  a  p o r t io n  o f  t h a t  l in e , w o u ld  i t  b e  p o s s ib le  f o r  y o n  to  w o r k  t h e  
G i p p s l a n d  l i n e  t o  i t s  l u l l  c a p a c i t y  ? I b e l i e v e  i t  w o u ld  b e  w i t h  c o n s id e r a b l e  i n c o n v e n ie n c e  a n d  d e l a y  to  t h e  
t r a f f ic ,  l a i n  s p e a k i n g  n o w  q u i t e  a p a r t  f r o m  a n y  d i f f ic u l ty  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  t h e  s t a t i o n  in  M e lb o u r n e  a n d  t h e  
p a s s a g e  o f  t i a i n s  t h i o u g h  H i n d e r s  s t r e e t ,  b o th  o f  w h ic h ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  w o u ld  fo rm  m o s t  s e r io u s  o b s t a c l e s  to  
t h e  c a r r y in g  o n  o f  t h e  t r a f f ic .

• i c o *l s u l c r  i,; w o u k l  b e  j u d i c i o u s  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to  e n t e r  in to  a n y  a r r a n g e m e n t
w i t h  t h e  H o b s o n  s B a y  C o m p a n y  to  t a k e  r u n n i n g  p o w e r s ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a i n s  b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  b e  l im i te d  ?— N o ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  in ju d i c io u s ,  u n l e s s  t h e  l im i t  w a s  p la c e d  a t  a  
v e r y  h i g h  n u m b e r  in d e e d .

6 o 4 5 .  N o w ,  a t  s u c h  a  t im e  a s  t h e  C a u l f i e ld  r a c e s ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  w o u ld  b e  u n r e a s o n a b le  to  a s k  f o r  
r u n n i n g  p o w e r s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t e n  t r a i n s  a n  h o u r  ?— I  s h o u ld  t h i n k  t h e  C a u lf ie ld  r a c e s  w o u ld  s c a r c e ly  
r e q u i r b  t e n  t r a i n s  in  a n  h o u r .

6 3 4 6 .  W i l l  f i v e ? — F i v e  t r a i n s  ; p e r h a p s  y o u  m i g h t  f o r  a  s in g l e  h o u r ; i t  w o u ld  n o t  e x t e n d  o v e r  m a n y  
h o u r s ,  p e r h a p s  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  o n e .

6 3 4 / .  W i t h  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a t  O a k le ig l i ,  w h i c h  i t  is  t h o u g h t  is  l i k e ly  to  t a k e  p l a c e  in  
c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  r a i l w a y  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  d o  n o t  y o u  t h i n k  i t  l i k e l y  t h a t  a  t r a i n  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  l e a v e  
O a k l e i g h  e v e r y  h o u r ; w o u ld  i t  b e  u n r e a s o n a b le ,  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  to  t h e  f u t u r e ,  to  t a k e  s u c h  p o w e r s ? — N o t  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  I  t h i n k  ; e v e n  i f  i t  d id ,  t h a t  t r a i n  m i g h t  b e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a  t r a i n  u p o n  t h e  H o b s o n ’s  B a y  
r a i lw a y .  I t  n e e d  n o t  b e  a  s e p a r a t e  t r a i n  a f t e r  j o i n i n g  t h e  H o b s o n ’s B a y  r a i lw a y .

6 3 4 8 .  By the lion. Sir C, Sladen.— W o u l d  a n  e x t r a  l in e  o f  r a i l s  l a id  b e t w e e n  S w a n s to n  s t r e e t  a n d  
F l i n d e r s  s t r e e t  s t a t i o n  o v e r c o m e  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t r a f f i c  u p o n  t h e  l in e  ?— N o  d o u b t  i t  w o u ld .

6 3 4 9 .  T h a t  w o u ld  r e m o v e  s o m e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t io n s  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  ?— N o  d o u b t .
6 3 5 0 .  D o  y o u  s e e ,  in  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a n y  o b j e c t i o n s  to  t a k i n g  r u n n i n g  p o w e r s  o v e r  t h e  

H o b s o n ’s  B a y  l i n e s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a i n s  w h i c h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w i s h  t o  r u n  o v e r  i t  a r e  u n l im i te d  ? 
— I  s e e  a n  o b j e c t i o n --------

6 3 5 1 .  T h a t  i s ,  p r o v i d e d  n o  l i m i t  i s  s e t  u p o n  t h e  n u m b e r  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r u n  
u p o n  i t  ?— T h e  o b j e c t i o n  w h i c h  s t r i k e s  m e  i s  t h e  d i f f i c u l ty  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  t r a i n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  M e lb o u r n e  
s ta t i o n  o f  t h e  H o b s o n ’s  B a y  r a i l w a y .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l ty  w o u n d  b e  f o u n d .

6 3 5 2 .  S t i l l  I  b e l i e v e  in  e n g i n e e r i n g  n o t h i n g  is  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  i n s u p e r a b l e  ?— N o t  i f  y o u  a r e  e n t i r e l y  
u n l im i te d  a s  t o  e x p e n s e .

■ 6 3 5 3 .  A n d  s p a c e  I  s u p p o s e  ?— A n d  s p a c e  ; t h e  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l ty  i s  s p a c e  a t  t h e  H o b s o n ’s  B a y  t e r m in u s ,  
i t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e .

6 3 5 4 .  S u p p o s i n g  y o u  a d m i t  t h e  f a c t  o f  e x p e n s e ,  I  s u p p o s e  t h e r e  i s  n o  i n s u p e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l ty  in  i n c r e a s i n g  
v e r y  m u c h  t h e  s p a c e  a t  t h e  F l i n d e r s  s t r e e t  s t a t i o n  ?— T h e  d i f f i c u l ty  m i g h t  b e  o v e r c o m e  b y  b r i d g in g  o v e r  
t h e  r i v e r  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d ,  b u t  t h a t  o f  c o u r s e  i n v o l v e s  e n o r m o u s  e x p e n s e .

6 3 5 5 .  O r  e v e n  d i v e r t i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  ?— O r  d i v e r t i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .
6 3 5 6 .  S o  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o r  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  a c c o m m o d a te  a l l  t h e  

t r a f f i c ? — N o t  b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y .  W h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t o  b e  so  i n ju d i c i o u s  i s ,  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  
a n  im m e n s e  t r a f f i c  a t  a  s p o t  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  m e  to  b e  so  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  i t ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  n e c e s s i t y  
fo r  t a k i n g  i t — tr a f f i c  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  t a k e n  e l s e w h e r e .

6 3 5 7 .  M a y  I  a s k  w h e r e  t h a t  “  e l s e w h e r e  ”  w o u ld  b e  ?— T h e  e l s e w h e r e  w o u ld  b e  t h e  O u t e r  C i r c le  
l in e — t h e  C a t t l e  Y a r d s  a n d  B r u n s w i c k — I  m e a n  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t e r m in i  o f  t h e  G i p p s l a n d  l in e .

The witness withdrew.

Thomas Rawlinson, Esq., C.E., examined.
6358. By the Hon. Sir C. Sladen.— I believe you accompanied Mr. Zeal in making a flying survey

over the line between A voca and St. Arnaud ?— Y es.
6359. I  suppose the two of you being together materially assisted you in getting through the work 

within the time ; that is to say, the two of you were in a better position to get_ through the work, and form 
a reliable estimate, than if there had been only one ?— It was a great convenience to have a colleague to 
consult w ith  upon difficult points along the line.

6360. A nd to help you in the work, I  suppose, of survey ? \ e s .
6361. D id  you  hear M r. Z eal’s ev idence ?— I did.
6362. T he whole of it ?— Y es.
6363. D o you concur in that evidence which he has given ?— I think he is rather excessive in his

estimate of c o s t ; on all other points I agree with him.
6364. W ould you inform the Committee to what extent you think he lias exceeded ?— I think he 

has under-estimated the difference of cost between the twro lines. I  estimate the difference of cost in con­
struction between the two lines at very much more than he does.

6365. W ill you state how much ?— From £ 400  to £ 5 0 0  per mile would be the extra cost upon the

Dunolly route^ My Ze£ll>s estimate was £6500  upon the Dunolly route, and under £6000  upon
the A voca line ?— I did not go into the estimate in the same manner as Mr. Zeal.

6367. Y ou do not adopt his figures altogether ?— No.
6368 N either do you adopt his proportions ?— I do not understand the question.
6369 . H e estim ates the one line at a cost of £ 5 0 0  a mile more than the other, and you estimated

£400   ̂ Y  6s •
6370  Then you concur with him ; do you concur with him in other respects ? T es, as to the

facilitv  o f form ing a line, and other m atters. '
6371 Generally, if you heard the whole of the evidence given by Mr. Zeal, did you concur in it?  

I do not care to ask von any more questions, it is only taking up time ; but if there is any point upon
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w h i c h  y o u  d i f f e r  f r o m  h im ,  w i l l  y o u  in f o r m  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w h a t  i t  i s ,  a n d  to  w h a t  e x t e n t  ?— N o ,  t h a t  is  t h e  
o n l y  p o i n t  I  d i f f e r  f r o m  h im  u p o n — t h e r e  i s  a  s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  c o s t .

6 3 7 2 .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  l i n e s  y o u  e s t im a t e  a t  b e t w e e n  £ 4 0 0  a n d  £ 5 0 0  ?— B e tw e e n
£ 4 0 0  a n d  £ 5 0 0  a  m i le ,  I  e s t i m a t e  o v e r  a n d  a b o v e  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n e  to  D im o l ly .

6 3 7 3 .  By the Hon. J. Balfour.— D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  ?— I t  is  th e .  f i r s t  t im e  I  h a v e  b e e n  in  t h e
d i s t r i c t .

6 3 7 4 .  C o u ld  y o u  f o r m  a n y  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  w h a t  y o u  s a w  ?— Y e s ,  f r o m  t h e  e v i d e n t  
s i g n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n t y  m i le s ,  a n d  a l s o  f r o m  c o n v e r s a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  s p o t  w i t h  
t h o s e  w h o  k n e w  t h e  c o u n t r y .

6 3 7 5 .  D o  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  M r .  Z e a l  u p o n  t h a t  p o i n t  ?— Y e s .
6 3 7 6 .  By the Hon. II. Cuthbert.— W h e n  d id  y o u  e s t im a t e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n — w a s  i t  on  

S u n d a y  ?— T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s t a t i s t i c s .  I  h a v e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  w o r k i n g  u p o n  S u n d a y  in  a n  e m e r g e n c y  o f  
t h i s  k in d .

6 3 7 7 .  T h e n  y o u  w e n t  u p  o n  S a t u r d a y  a n d  r e t u r n e d  o n  M o n d a y ,  w a s  t h a t  i t  ?— M o n d a y  e v e n in g .
6 3 7 8 .  Y o u  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  ?— N o .
6 3 7 9 .  A n d  y o u r  e s t i m a t e  e x c e e d s  t h a t  o f  M r .  Z e a l ? — T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  c o s t  o f  t h e  t w o  l in e s .
6 3 8 0 .  D o  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  h i s  e s t im a t e  a s  to  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  ?— T h e  m o d e  in  w h i c h  w c  

e s t i m a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  c o s t  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  d o n e  i n  t o w n  t h a n  u p o n  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  a n d  h e ,  I  f in d ,  h a s  g o n e  
m o r e  i n t o  d e t a i l .  I  a s s u m e d  in  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h a t  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  w a y  a n d  b a l l a s t  a n d  s im i l a r  t h i n g s  w o u ld  
b e  t h e  s a m e  o n  b o t h  l i n e s ,  a n d  I  m e r e l y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  e x t r a  c o s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  
l a r g e  c u l v e r t s  a n d  b r i d g e s  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  e a r t h w o r k s ,  a n d  b y  t h a t  m e a n s  a r r i v e d  a t  
w h a t  I  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  a  s o u n d  o p in io n .

6 3 8 1 .  W h a t  w a s  y o u r  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  t a k e n  i t  o u t  a s  a  b u lk  
s u m ,  a n d  I  h a v e  n o t  g o n e  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l ; I  m e r e l y  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  D u n o l l y  l in e ,  f r o m  i t s  
e a r t h w o r k s  a n d  e x c e s s  o f  b r i d g e s  a n d  c u l v e r t s ,  w i l l  c o s t  m o r e  t h a n  £ 4 0 0  a  m i le  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  l in e .

6 3 8 2 .  Y o u  g o  to o  f a s t  a l t o g e t h e r  ; I  w a n t  y o u  t o  t e l l  m e  w h a t  y o u  e s t i m a t e  to  b e  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
A v o c a  l i n e  ?— I t  w i l l  n o t  e x c e e d  £ 5 0 0 0  a  m i l e  ; i t  w i l l  b e  u n d e r  £ 5 0 0 0  a  m i le .

6 3 8 3 .  D o  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  M r .  Z e a l ’s  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  cost, o f  t h e  l i n e  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  t im e  to  g o  
i n t o  t h a t .

6 3 8 4 .  H e  h a s  m a d e  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  £ 2 0 2 , 5 0 0  ; d o  y o u  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  e s t im a t e  ?— N o  ; i t  w o u ld  b e  
l e s s  t h a n  t h a t .

6 3 8 5 .  H o w  m a n y  t h o u s a n d  le s s  ?— I  s h o u ld  s a y  i t  w o u ld  b e  £ 3 0 , 0 0 0  l e s s .
6 3 8 6 .  T h e n  M r / Z e a l  i s  w r o n g  in  t h a t  e s t i m a t e  o f  h i s  ?— I  d o  n o t  s a y  t h a t  h e  is  w r o n g  ; i t  is  m e r e ly  

a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  ; h e  h a s  a  r i g h t  to  h i s  o p in io n .
6 3 8 7 .  Y o u  h a v e  n o t  t o t t e d  u p  t h e  f i g u r e s  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  g o n e  in t o  d e t a i l  ; I  h a v e  m e r e ly  t a k e n  th e  

d i f f e r e n c e  in  c o s t ,  n o t  h a v i n g  h a d  t i m e  t o  g o  i n t o  m in u t im .
6 3 8 8 .  D o 5 y o u  a g r e e  A vith M r .  l l i g i n b o t h a m ’s e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  D u n o l l y  t o  S t .  A r n a u d  

l i n e  ?— I  c a n n o t  s p e a k  u p o n  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n .
6 3 8 9 .  W h y  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  g o n e  in t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  ; I  h a v e  m e r e l y  s a t i s f ie d  m y  o w n  m in d  w i t h  a  

c o m p a r a t i v e  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  t w o  l in e s .
6 3 9 0 .  M a y  I  a s k ,  w h e n  y o u  w e n t  u p o n  t h e  l in e ,  d id  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  p r o b a b le  c o s t  w o u ld  b e  o f  

t h e  D u n o l l y  l in e ,  a s  e s t i m a t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ? — N o .
6 3 9 1 .  B e a d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  in  t h e  p a p e r s  ?— I  h a d  n o  t im e  f o r  t h a t ; I  r e c e i v e d  a  t e l e g r a m  o n  th e  

F r i d a y  a n d  h a d  to  l e a v e  t h e  n e x t  m o r n in g .
6 3 9 2 .  T h e n  u n t i l  t h i s  e v e n i n g  I  s u p p o s e  y o u  d id  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  M r .  H i g i n b o t h a m ’s  e s t im a t e  w o u ld  

b e  ?— N o .
6 3 9 3 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  i t  n o w  ?— I  h e a r d  i t  g i v e n  b y  y o u r s e l f .
6 3 9 4 .  C o u ld  y o u  g i v e  m e  t h e  i t e m s  in  d e t a i l  a s  to  t h e  c o s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b r i d g e s  a n d  e n g in e e r in g ,  

a n d  so  o n — e a c h  i t e m  in  d e t a i l  ?— N o  ; I  c o u ld  n o t  g iv e  y o u  t h e  d e t a i l  ; I  m e r e l y  f u r n i s h  y o u  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t a t e m e n t  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  y o u .

6 3 9 5 .  By the Hon. Dr. Dobson.— D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  t h r o u g h  
w h i c h  t h e s e  l i n e s  r u n  ?— T h e  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  w o u ld  b e  m u c h  in  e x c e s s  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  t h a n  u p o n  t h e  o th e r .

6 3 9 6 .  By the Hon. F. T. Sargood.— H a v e  y o u  h a d  m u c h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  r a i l w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ?— Y e s .
6 3 9 7 .  I n  t h e  c o lo n y  ?— C h ie f ly  a t  h o m e — I  w a s  u n d e r  M r .  R o b e r t  S t e p h e n s o n — a n d  a ls o  in  t h e  c o lo n y .
6 3 9 8 .  U p o n  w h a t  l i n e s  ?— F o r  a s h o r t  t i m e  I  w a s  u p o n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  r a i l w a y s .
6 3 9 9 .  S u r v e y i n g  ?— N o — in  t h e  o f f i c e ;  a n d  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k s .
6 4 0 0 .  M a k i n g  e s t i m a t e s  ?— Y e s .
6 4 0 1 .  Y o u  h a v e  n o t  m a d e  a n y  t r i a l  s u r v e y s  ?— N o t  in  V i c t o r i a .
6 4 0 2 .  By the Hon. W. Wilson.— I  t h i n k  y o u  s a id  to  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  y o u  m a d e  a  v e r y  f ly in g  

s u r v e y  o f  t h e  t w o  l i n e s  ?— N o t  a  v e r y  f l y in g  s u r v e y — i t  is  a  s u r v e y  s u c h  a s  is  u s u a l l y  m a d e  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  
t h i s  k i n d — w a l k i n g  a n d  r i d in g  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  to  f o rm  a  g e n e r a l  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  t h e  w a y .

6 4 0 3 .  Y o u  s t a t e  n o w  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  e s t i m a t e  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  

s u r v e y  ?— Y e s .
6 4 0 4 .  W i t h  a  s t a f f  o f  a b o u t  a, d o z e n  s u r v e y o r s  o u t  f o r  s o m e  w e e k s ,  a n d  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  

o f f ic e  w o r k  i s  r e c p i i r e d  to  t a k e  o u t  q u a n t i t i e s ,  t h e y  e s t i m a t e  t h e  l i n e  to  c o s t  £ 1 9 5 , 0 0 0 — w o u ld  y o u  s a y  
t h e y  h a d  o v e r - e s t i m a t e d  o r  u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d ? — I  s h o u ld  n o t  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d  i t  
w h a t  I  s a y  is ,  t h a t  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  w o u l d  c o s t  £ 4 0 0  t o  £ 5 0 0  a  m i le  m o r e  f o r  e a r t h w o r k s  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  
b r i d g e s  a n d  c u l v e r t s  t h a n  t h e  A v o c a  d i r e c t  l in e .

6 4 0 5 .  W h e r e  w o u l d  t h e  b r i d g e s  b e  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  o n  t h e  D u n o l l y  a n d ' S t .  A r n a u d  l i n e ? — I  h e  c h ie f  
e x p e n s e  i s  c r o s s i n g  t h e  A v o c a  a  l i t t l e  a b o v e  t h e  E m u  B r i d g e .

6 4 0 6 .  I s  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t  o f  w a t e r  t h a t  is  g a t h e r e d  in  t h e  A v o c a  a t  t h a t  p o i n t ?  I  h e r e  
i s  a b o u t  5 0 0  s q u a r e  m i le s  m o r e  d r a i n e d  in  t h e  A v o c a  a t  t h a t  p l a c e  t h a n  h a s  to  b e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b y  t h e  b r id g e  
n e a r  t h e  A v o c a  t o w n s h i p .

6 4 0 7 .  A r e  I h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  c r e e k s  o f  a n y  w i d t h  to  b e  c r o s s e d  u p o n  t h e  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  

r o u t e  ?— N o ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  c h i e f  o n e .
6 4 0 8 .  T h e n  t h e  b r i d g i n g  o f  t h e  A v o c a  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  r o u t e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  n e a r l y  so  e x p e n ­

s iv e  ?— N o .



6 4 0 9 .  N o t  n e a r l y  s o  e x p e n s i v e  ?— N o .  t . Rawiinson,
6 4 1 0 .  H a v e  y o u  a  l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  c r e e k s  to  b r i d g e  ?— T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  o r  f iv e  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  l in e .
6 4 1 1 .  A  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  t h a n  u p o n  t h e  o t h e r  ? — Y e s  ; b u t  n o t  v e r y  l a r g e .  n th  Sept. 1877.

6 4 1 2 .  W h a t  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  a d d  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  D im o l ly  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  l in e  ?— A  v e r y
g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  e a r t h w o r k s ,  a n d  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  a n d  m o r e  c o s t ly  c u l v e r t s .

6 4 1 3 .  D o  y o u  m e a n  w o o d e n  ?— W o o d  o r  s to n e .
6 4 1 4 .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  n o w  c o n s t r u c t  a l l  t h e i r  c u l v e r t s  w i t h  w o o d , 1 b e l i e v e  ?— I  b e l i e v e  u p o n  th o s e

c h e a p  l i n e s  t h e y  d o .
6 4 1 5 .  W o u l d  n o t  t h a t  m a t e r i a l l y  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  ?— T h a t  w o u ld  r e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  f r o m  w h a t  i t  w o u ld  

b e  i f  t h e y  b u i l t  t h e m  o f  s t o n e .
6 4 1 6 .  W h y  d o  y o u  a n t i c i p a t e  m o r e  c u l v e r t s  u p o n  th e  D u n o l l y  t h a n  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  ?— B e c a u s e  

i t  i s  w h a t  w e  c a l l  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  f o r  a  g r e a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  o f  
l i t t l e  c r e e k s  t o  b e  c r o s s e d  b y  e m b a n k m e n t s  u n d e r  w h i c h  c u l v e r t s  m u s t  g o  to  t a k e  t h e  w a t e r  a w a y .

6 4 1 7 .  F o r  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  S t .  A r n a u d  e n d  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l in e  is  i t  n o t  r a t h e r  a n  e x p e n s i v e  
c o u n t r y  to  g o  t h r o u g h  ?— N o .

6 4 1 8 .  A r e  t h e r e  n o  s t i f f  c u t t i n g s  a t  a l l  ? — T h e  o n ly  t h i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  a n  e x p e n s i v e  w o r k  i s  a  
c u t t i n g  n e a r  t o  C l a r k ’s , a b o u t  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  f r o m  A v o c a  ; t h e r e  i s  a  s a d d l e  t o  b e  c r o s s e d ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  s p u r s ,  s m a l l  s i d i n g s , - a n d  c u l v e r t s  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e ,  n o t h i n g  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  t e r m e d  a  
d i f f i c u l ty  o r  a  r e a l l y  e x p e n s i v e  w o r k .

6 4 1 9 .  T h e n  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  y o u r  e v id e n c e  to  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a s  to  t h e  r e l a t i v e  c o s t  o f  t h e  tw o  l in e s  is  
s im i l a r  t o  M r .  Z e a l ’s , l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  ?— Y e s  ; a n d  e s t i m a t i n g  f r o m  t h a t .

6 4 2 0 .  Y o u  h a d  n o t  o f  c o u r s e  t i m e  t o  m a k e  a  c lo s e  s u r v e y  ?— N o  ; i t  i s  a s  c lo s e  a  s u r v e y  a s  I  s h o u ld  
m a k e  f o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p u r p o s e ,  e v e n  i f  I  h a d  m o r e  t im e .

The witness withdrew.

M r .  E d w a r d  K e l l e y  e x a m i n e d .

6 4 2 1 .  By the Hon. Sir C. Sladen.— W h a t  is  y o u r  p r o f e s s io n  o r  o c c u p a t io n  ?— D r a p e r ,  r e s i d i n g  a t  M r . e . Kelley,
. J  n t h  Sept. 1877.

A v o c a .
6 4 2 2 .  Yr o u  a r e  a n  o ld  r e s i d e n t  I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  ?— T w e l v e  y e a r s .
6 4 2 3 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  r o u n d  a b o u t  A v o c a  ?— Y e s .
6 4 2 4 .  E a s t  a n d  w e s t ,  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  ?— Y "es ; I  k n o w  i t  a l l .
6 4 2 5 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  D u n o l l y  ?— Y e s .
6 4 2 6 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  o f  D u n o l l y  ? — N o r t h  o f  D u n o l l y — y e s .
6 4 2 7 .  A n d  p r o c e e d i n g  f r o m  M o l i a g u l  w e s t w a r d  y o u  k n o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— Y e s  ; I  

k n o w  t h a t  c o u n t r y  t o o .
6 4 2 8 .  W i l l  y o u  h a v e  t h e  g o o d n e s s  t o  t e l l  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w h a t  i s  y o u r  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  o f  D u n o l l y ,  t a k i n g  M o l i a g u l  a n d  M c I n t y r e ’s ,  a n d  so  o n ,  t a k i n g  t e n  o r  t w e l v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  
a n d  n o r t h - e a s t  o f  D u n o l l y  ?— I  c o u ld  n o t  g i v e  y o u  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  a n d .  a r o u n d  M o l i a g u l .
M o l i a g u l  i s  a  s m a l l  t o w n s h i p  a b o u t  e i g h t  o r  t e n  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  D u n o l l y .  M c I n t y r e s  i s  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  o n  
n o r t h  o f  M o u n t  M o l i a g u l ,  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p l a c e ,  a p p r o a c h i n g  t o  a  d ig g i n g  t o w n s h i p — a  d i g g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .

6 4 2 9 .  I s  n o t  t h e r e  a  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  M o l i a g u l ,  w i t h i n  t e n  m i l e s  s a y  o f  M o l i a g u l  ?— E a s t  
o f  M o l i a g u l  w o u l d  b r i n g  y o u  t o  T a r n a g u l l a ,  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  I n g l e w o o d  l in e .

6 4 3 0 .  W h a t  d i s t a n c e  i s  T a r n a g u l l a  f r o m  I n g l e w o o d  s t a t i o n ? — I  t h i n k  i t  i s  r e c k o n e d  a b o u t  t e n  m i le s .

6 4 3 1 .  W h a t  d i s t a n c e  i s  i t  f r o m  M o l i a g u l ? — T a r n a g u l l a  ?
6 4 3 2 .  Y e s  ?— T e n  m i l e s .
6 4 3 3 .  A n d  f r o m  D u n o l l y ? — T a r n a g u l l a  f r o m  p u n o l l y ?
6 4 3 4 .  Y e s  ?— I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  t e n  o r  t w e l v e  m i l e s  ; I  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c e r t a i n .
6 4 3 5 .  T a r n a g u l l a  i s  a b o u t  c e n t r a l  t o  I n g l e w o o d ,  M o l i a g u l ,  a n d  D u n o l l y  ?— Y e s .
6 4 3 6 .  T h e r e  i s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  m i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— A t  T a r n a g u l l a  ?
6 4 3 7 .  T a k in o -  t h e  c i r c l e  t h a t  I  h a v e  d e s c r ib e d ,  w i t h  T a r n a g u l l a  a s  i t s  c e n t r e  ; t a k i n g  f r o m  D u n o l l y  

s o u t h  t o  M o l i a g u l  w e s t ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— I  c o u ld  n o t  t e l l  y o u  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  I  c o u ld  n o t  g i v e  y o u

a n  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  _ r  .
6 4 3 8 .  I s  i t  a  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— I t  i s  s c a t t e r e d  ; o n  t h e  l i n e  o f  r o a d  b e t w e e n  D u n o l l y  a n d  M o l i a g u l

th e r e  a r e  a  f e w  f a r m e r s ,  s e l e c t o r s  ; t h e r e  i s  s e t t l e m e n t  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .
6 4 3 9 .  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  l a t e l y  ?— I  h a v e  b e e n  f ro m  D u n o l l y  t o  M o l i a g u l  w i t h i n  t h e

p a s t  e i g h ^ m o M h s  ^ e ‘s u f f i c ie n t ly  ; ic q u a {n t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r y  to  s p e a k  a s  to  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  s i t u a t i o n  o f

S t a t e  s c h o o l s  ?— I n  t h e  D u n o l l y  d i s t r i c t  ? £  c
6 4 4 1 .  Y e s ,  t a k i n g  M o l i a g u l  a n d  M c I n t y r e  s  ?— T h e r e  a r e  f iv e  S t a t e  s c h o o l s .  i ,
6 4 4 2 .  W i l l  y o u  h a v e  t h e  g o o d n e s s  t o  n a m e  t h e m  ?— T h e r e  i s  o n e  a t  K o o r e h ,  B e a l ib a ,  M c I n t y r e  s,

M o l i a g u l  a n d  B u r k e ’s  F l a t — f iv e  s c h o o ls  4 3 9  s c l io l a i s .  . * .
6443 Where is Burke’s Flat ? - N o t  shown upon that m a p - it  .s just where you see the word, as

near as I  can tell you, the word “ Scale"  in the top part of the map, four m iles from Symrot s.
' 6444 f  hat is to the w est of the A voca Creek ? -Y e s ,  the land west of the Avoca Elver.

6446 DcTyou knY w tT  a l l lh e  t t te n d a n c e -th e  number of the attendance of the children ? - N o ,  

only R e n u m b e r  of the Education Department.

6 4 4 9  &  ^ ^ t m ^ i t i f T  Children upon the rolls I  supjmse ? I do not
VV i l l  y u u  a v e r  a  ere a t t e n d a n c e — 1 s u p p o s e  i t  i s  u p o n  t h e  r o l ls ,

k n o w  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  n u m b e r s  u p o n  t h e  i o i l s  o i t n e  a v e i a ^ o  n e m r t m e n t  Y e *
6 4 5 0 .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  i s  a  r e t u r n  m a d e  b y  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t . X e . .

6 4 5 1 .  T o - d a y ? — Y e s ,  t o - d a y .
GAZO Ts i t  s i g n e d ? — N o ,  b u t  i t  i s  q u i t e  c o r r e c t .  * f r  • i
6453.*  M a y  I  a s k ,  h o w  y o u  c a m e  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  i t  ? - I t  w a s  g i v e n  a f t e r  i n q u i r y  t o  o n e  o f  m y  f r i e n d s

h e r e  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y .
6 4 5 4 .  W h a t  i s  h i s  n a m e  i— M i .  l i a i i .



6 4 5 5 .  D id  M r .  H a l l  g e t  i t  h im s e l f  ?— l i e  a p p l i e d  f o r  i t .
6 4 5 6 .  A n d  w l i a t  i s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  u p o n  t h e  r o l l s ,  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  l i s t  y o u  h a v e  th e r e  ?—  

I v o o re h ,  3 0 ;  B e a l ib a ,  1 4 9 ;  M c I n t y r e ’s , 7 9 ;  M o l i a g u l ,  8 9 ;  a n d  B u r k e ’s  F l a t ,  9 2 ;  a  t o t a l  o f  4 3 9 .
6 4 5 7 .  H a v e  y o u  t a k e n  in  E m u  B r i d g e  t h e r e  ?— T h e r e  is  n o  s c h o o l  t h e r e .
6 4 5 8 .  A r e  y o u  s u r e  o f  t h a t  ?— T h e r e  is  n o n e  to  m y  k n o w le d g e ,  n o t  a t  E m u  B r i d g e  ; I  t h i n k  n o t  y e t  ; 

h u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w i l l  h e  o n e  s h o r t l y .
6 4 5 9 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  B e a l ib a  ?— Y e s .
6 4 6 0 .  W h a t  p o p u la t i o n  is  t h e r e  t h e r e  ?— I  c o u ld  n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  p o p u la t i o n  a s  to  n u m b e r s  ; i t  is  

a n ic e  l i t t l e  t o w n s h i p ,  a n d  a p p e a r s  to  h e  s e t t l e d  s o m e w h a t  l i k e  m o s t  o t h e r  i n l a n d  t o w n s h i p s  a r e ,  in  a  s m a l l  w a y .
6 4 6 1 .  A r c  y o u  a id e  to  m a k e  a n y  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  c o n t ig u o u s  to  t h e  l in e  b e tw e e n  

D u n o l ly  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d ,  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  u p o n  t h e  l in e  to  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  ; c a n  y o u  g iv e  
a s u f f i c ie n t ly  a p p r o x i m a t e  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  u p o n  ( h e  D u n o l l y  l in e ,  t o  c o m p a r e  w i t h  t h e  p o p u la t i o n  
u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e ? — I n  a n d  a r o u n d  B e a l ib a  t h e r e  is  a  n ic e  l i t t l e  t o w n s h i p  ; a t  C o c h r a n e ’s C r e e k  th e r e  is  
a  n a r r o w  s t r i p  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  e x t e n d i n g  f o r  s o m e th i n g  l i k e  s e v e n  m i le s ,  i n c lu d in g  o n e  o f  M r .  C l i i r n s id e ’s 
s t a t i o n s ,  k n o w n  a s  C o c h r a n e ’s  S t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  is  o n  o n e  s id e  o f  B e a l ib a  o n  t h e  C o c h r a n e ’s  C r e e k  ; o n  t h e  
o t h e r  s id e ,  t h e r e  is  a  n a r r o w  s t r i p  d o w n  to  A r c l u l a l e  s e le c te d .

6 4 6 2 .  W h a t  n u m b e r  d o  y o u  t h i n k  w o u ld  b e  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  a  s t a t i o n  a t  B e a l i b a ? — I  c o u ld  n o t  te l l  
y o u  t h e  n u m b e r ,  n o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  i t .

6 4 6 3 .  A r e  t h e r e  a  t h o u s a n d  ?— I  c o u ld  n o t  s a y  ; I  d o  n o t  k n o w .
6 4 6 4 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  m u c h  f u r t h e r  w e s t  a n d  n o r t h ,  n e a r  to  C a r a p o o e e ; d o  

y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  I v o o r e h ? — I v o o r e h  is  t h e  p a r i s h  in  w h i c h  E m u  B r i d g e  is  s i t u a t e d .  K o o r o c  is  o n  
t h e  m a p  f o r  t h i s  p la c e .

6 4 6 5 .  I t  i s  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a ,  is  i t  n o t ,  o r  n e a r  t h e  A v o c a ,  b u t  is  i t  n o t  c o n s id e r a b ly  n o r t h  o f  E m u  
B r i d g e  ?— W h a t  is  ?

6 4 6 6 .  I v o o rc l i  ?— T h e  p a r i s h  is  I v o o re h ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  k n o w n  a s  I v o o r e h ,  s u c h  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  
I v o o r e h  is  c a l l e d  t h e  M a j o r  L in e ,  a n d  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  in  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  M a j o r  L i n e  i s  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  m ile s  
n o r t h  o r  n o r t h - w e s t  o f  E m u  B r i d g e .

6 4 6 7 .  I  t h i n k  y o u  s a id  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i ld r e n  a t  t h a t  S t a t e  s c h h o o l  is  3 0 ,  a t  K o o r e h  ?— Y e s ,  t h a t  is

c o r r e c t .
6 4 6 8 .  W h e r e  w o u ld  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  g o — w h e r e  is  t h e  n e a r e s t  p la c e ,  t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t  p la c e  fo r  

t h e m  to  r e a c h  t h e  r a i l w a y  ?— M o s t  o f  t h e  f a r m e r s  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s p o t  j u s t  n o w  t a k e  t h e i r  g r a in  d u r in g  
h a r v e s t ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m ,  i n t o  S t .  A r n a u d ; b u t  t h e n  b y  h a v i n g  a  s t a t i o n  h e r e  a t  C a r a p o o e e ,  w e  s h o u ld  a c c o m ­
m o d a te  a l l  t h a t  p o r t i o n  c o n v e n i e n t  to  t h e  M a j o r  L in e  s e t t l e m e n t .

6 4 6 9 .  I s  t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  n e a r  to  C a r a p o o e e  a s  i t  i s  to  E m u  B r i d g e ? — I t  is  a b o u t  a n  e q u a l  d i s t a n c e .
6 4 7 0 .  A r e  t h e r e  a s  g r e a t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  to  t h e  o n e  a s  to  t h e  o t h e r  ?— I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  a r e  e q u a l .
6 4 7 1 .  I t  w o u ld  n o t  m a t t e r ,  so  f a r  a s  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  l i n e  w e r e  f r o m  D u n o l ly  

o r  f r o m  A v o c a  to  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— I  h a v e  i t  f r o m  a  f e w  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  u p o n  t h e  M a j o r  L in e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  
a s  s o o n  g o  t o  C a r a p o o e e  a s  t o  t h e  E m u  o r  S t .  A r n a u d .

6 4 7 2 .  C a n  y o u  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  s e l e c to r s  a t  A r c l u l a l e  w o u ld  h a v e  a n y  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  to  
D u n o l l y  ? — B o t h  s id e s  o f  A r c h d a l e  w e  c o u ld  a c c o m m o d a te  t h e m  w i t h  a  s t a t i o n ,  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i le s .  T h e  
A r c h d a l e  s t a t i o n  is  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e .

6 4 7 3 .  W h a t  d i s t a n c e  a r e  t h e y  f r o m  D u n o l l y  ?— I  t h i n k  t h e y  r e c k o n  i t  1 8  m i le s  ; B e a l ib a  is  r e c k o n e d  
1 4  m i l e s  f r o m  D u n o l l y ,  a n d  A r c l u l a l e  is  f o u r  m i l e s  f r o m  B e a l ib a .

6 4 7 4 .  W i l l  y o u  p r o c e e d  n o w  to  g iv e  m e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a lo n g  t h e  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d
A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e ,  b e g i n n i n g  f r o m  C a r a p o o e e .  I  t h i n k  th e  l in e  j o i n s  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  a t  C a r a p o o e e  ?—
T h e y  c o m 'e r g e  j u s t  a b o u t  t h e r e .

6 4 7 5 - 6 .  'B e g i n  f r o m  t h e r e  a n d  g iv e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w e s t ,  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  w h o le  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  A v o c a  
l in e ,  t h i s  i s — t a k e  i t  in  d e t a i l  ; t h e r e  i s  a  S t a t e  s c h o o l  to  t h e  w e s t  o f  C a r a p o o e e  ?— T h e r e  is  a  S t a t e  
s c h o o l  a t  C a r a p o o r c e ,  o r  P e t e r ’s  D i g g i n g s  S t a t e  s c h o o l .

6 4 7 7 .  H o w  m a n y  a r e  t h e r e  t h e r e  ?— 8 5 .
6 4 7 8 .  A t  C a r a p o o e e  ?— Y e s .
6 4 7 9 .  I s  i t  8 5  o r  3 5 ? — 8 5 .
6 4 8 0 .  A t  S t u a r t  M i l l  t h e r e  is  a  S t a t e  s c h o o l ,  I  b e l i e v e ? — 1 5 3 .
6 4 8 1 .  Y o u  k n o w  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t  l in e ,  w h i c h  y o u  c a l l  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e ,  w o u ld

t a k e  b e t w e e n  A v o c a  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— Y e s .
6 4 8 2 .  H o w  f a r  w i l l  t h a t  l in e  b e  a t  i t s  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  f r o m  S t u a r t  M i l l  ?— I t s  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  w o u ld  b e  

a b o u t  f o u r  m i le s .
6 4 8 3 .  I s  t h e r e  a c c e s s  f ro m  S t u a r t  M i l l  to  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  to  g e t  to  t h e  r a i l w a y  ?— Y e s ,  i f  y o u  

l i k e  to  m o v e  f r o m  S t u a r t  M i l l  a l o n g  t h a t  s t r i p  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i t  i s  a  d e a d  l e v e l  l e a d i n g  d o w n  t o  H a y e s ’s 
B r id g e ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  S t r a t h f i l l a n  s t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  S t u a r t  M i l l  p e o p le  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  to  g e t  a  s t a t i o n  th e r e .

6 4 8 4 .  S u p p o s i n g  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  w e r e  m a d e ,  w h e r e  w o u ld  t h e  S t u a r t  M i l l  p e o p le  g o ? — T h e y  
w o u ld  g o  to  t h e  S t u a r t  M i l l  s t a t i o n  o n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s p o t .

6 4 8 5 .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  i t  is  f o u r  m i l e s  f r o m  S t u a r t  M i l l  ?— Y e s .
6 4 8 6 .  A r c  y o u  s p e a k i n g  o f  a  s t a t i o n  to  b o  m a d e  e x a c t l y  o p p o s i t e ,  to  t h e  e a s t  ?— N o ,  n o t  to  t h e  e a s t ; 

t h a t  w o u ld  b e  a t  C l a r k ’s s e l e c t i o n .  I  s u p p o s e  i t  to  b e  to  t h e  S t r a t h f i l l a n  C r e e k .
6 4 8 7 .  W h e r e  ?— A l o n g  t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  a t  S t r a t h f i l l a n  C r e e k .
6 4 8 8 .  I  l o w  f a r  w o u ld  t h a t  b e  ?— F o u r  m i le s .
6 4 8 9 .  T h e r e  is  n o  d i f f i c u l ty  in  t h e i r  g e t t i n g  t h e r e ? — N o n e  w h a t e v e r .
6 4 9 0 .  T h e n  g o in g  s o u t h  t h e r e  i s  V o s s ’s, is  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  ?— V o s s .
6 4 9 1 .  I s  t h e r e  a  s c h o o l  t h e r e ? — Y e s .
6 4 9 2 .  I s  t h a t  a  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e  s e t t l e m e n t ? — T w e n t y - s i x ,
6 4 9 3 .  T w e n t y - s i x  u p o n  t h e  r o l l s  ?— Y e s .
6 4 9 3 a . T h a t  i n d i c a t e s  a  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— Y e s .
6 4 9 4 .  T h e n  u p o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  l in e ,  o u t  a p p a r e n t l y  a t  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k ,  t h e r e  is  a  S t a t e  

s c h o o l  ?— Y e s ,  6 0 — t h a t  is  in  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y .
6 4 9 5 .  I t  i s  m a r k e d  o n ly  3 0  h e r e ,  t h a t  i s  in  t h e  v a l l e y  ?— Y e s ,  in  t h e  v a l l e y .  T h e  3 0  is  M o y r e i s k .
6 4 9 6 .  W h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  t h e r e  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  t h a t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e , to  t h e  w e s t  s id e  o f  t h e  r a n g e ?

— W e  h a v e  n o t  c o m e  t o  t h e  r a n g e  y e t  f ro m  t h e  s c h o o l .



6497. B u t taking the  old surveyed line—to tlie west of the old surveyed line?— T he survey is upon M r . e.Keiiey, 
the old telegraph road. continued,

6 4 9 8 .  T h e n ,  g o i n g  s o u t h  a n d  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  t h a t ,  is  t h e r e  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  ?— N o t  
v e r y  g r e a t  f o r  a  f e w  m i le s .

6 4 9 9 .  C a n  y o u  t e l l  m e  h o w  m a n y  S t a t e  s c h o o l s  t h e r e  a r e  w i t h i n  t e n  m i le s  o f  t h e  l i n e  ?  W e  h a v e  t w e l v e
S t a t e  s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  t h a t  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  l i n e ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  t h r e e  w e s t  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s ,  a l s o  i n  A v o c a  s h i r e  
— t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  w e s t  r i d i n g  o f  t h e  A v o c a  s h i r e .  T h e  l a s t  t h r e e  a r e  w e s t  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s  f i f t e e n  i n  a l l .

6 5 0 0 .  I  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u ,  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  g o  b y  t h i s  m a p  a n d  s e e  t h e  l i n e  m a r k e d  h e r e ,  w h i c h ,  i n  
o u r  i n q u i r y ,  h a s  a l w a y s  g o n e  b y  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  O ld  S u r v e y  ?— T h a t  is  c o r r e c t ,  t h a t  is  t h e  t e l e g r a p h  r o u t e .

6 5 0 1 .  I  t a k e  i t  t h a t  t h a t  f o l lo w s  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  r a n g e ,  d o e s  i t  ?— V e r y  n e a r l y ,  e x c e p t  n e a r  M o o n a m b e l .
6 5 0 2 .  W h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  is  t h e r e  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h a t  ?— T o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  w e s t  o f  t h e  

P y r e n e e s .
6 5 0 3 .  T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  P y r e n e e s  g o  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  l i n e  ?— Y e s ,  t h e y  b o u n d  i t .
6 5 0 4 - 5 .  W h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  t h e r e  t o  t h e  w e s t ? — T o  t h e  w e s t  y o u  g e t  in to  L a n d s b o r o u g h  a n d  B a r k l y  

a n d  N a v a r r e ,  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  p l a c e s .
6 5 0 6 .  I s  t h e r e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  ?— Y e s  ; I  k n o w  i t  i s  s e t t l e d .  I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  t h e r e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t im e .
6 5 0 7 .  W h a t  s o r t  o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  i t  ?— L a n d s b o r o u g h  i s  a  s m a l l  i n l a n d  t o w n .
6 5 0 8 .  F a r m i n g  ?— Y e s ,  a n d  m i n i n g .  ................. ..
6 5 0 9 .  W i t h i n  w h a t  d i s t a n c e  w e s t  o f  t h e  o ld  s u r v e y e d  l i n e  i s  t h e  f a r m i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— T h e n  y o u  

g e t  o v e r  t h e  P y r e n e e s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  w e s t  r i d i n g  o f  t h e  A v o c a  s h i r e .  T h e r e  w e  h a v e  t h r e e  S t a t e  
s c h o o ls — L a n d s b o r o u g h  1 6 3 ,  N a v a r r e  2 8 ,  a n d  B a r k l y  7 5 — t o t a l  2 6 6 .

6 5 1 0 .  R e d b a n k  ?— A t  R e d b a n k  t h e r e  a r e  7 7 ,  a n d  M o o n a m b e l  1 2 5 ,  W a r r e n m a n g  3 3 .
6 5 1 1 .  T a k e  N a v a r r e ,  B a r k l y ,  a n d  L a n d s b o r o u g h — is  t h a t  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— Y e s  ;

a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  m i n i n g .  N a v a r r e ,  I  t h i n k ,  i s  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  . •
6 5 1 2 .  I s  L a n d s b o r o u g h  ?— Y e s .
6 5 1 3 .  M i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— Y e s ,  m i n i n g  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l .
6 5 1 4 .  H o w  f a r  i s  L a n d s b o r o u g h  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  o f  t h e  o ld  s u r v e y e d  h u e  ?— T h e r e  i s  a  g a p  

j u s t  t h e r e  ; y o u  m u s t  g o  o v e r  t h a t .
6 5 1 5 .  H o w  f a r  i s  t h a t  ?— F r o m  L a n d s b o r o u g h  to  M o o n a m b e l  is  r e c k o n e d  e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  b y  t h e  

r o a d — a  g o o d  c o a c h  r o a d  ; t h e  c o a c h  d r i v e s  t h a t  w a y  e v e r y  d a y ,  S u n d a y s  e x c e p t e d .
6 5 1 6 .  I s  t h a t  g a p  n e a r  t o  M o o n a m b e l  ?— A s  n e a r  a s  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  a b o u t  n in e  m i l e s  f r o m  M o o n a m b e l .
6 5 1 7 .  I n  w h i c h  d i r e c t i o n  ?— I n c l i n i n g  w e s t e r l y ,  o r  a  l i t t l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t .
6 5 1 8 .  B u t  M o o n a m b e l  i s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s  a l t o g e t h e r  ?— N o ,  i t  i s  e a s t .
6 5 1 9 .  W h e r e  a b o u t s  i s  t h e  g a p  f r o m  M o o n a m b e l — i t  c a n n o t  b e  w e s t  o f  i t  ?— I t  r u n s  u p  a  l i t t l e  t o  

t h e  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t ,  a n d  t h e n  L a n d s b o r o u g h  i s  a w a y  a b o u t  a  p o i n t  r o u n d  t h e  g a p .
6 5 2 0 .  I  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  L a n d s b o r o u g h — y o u  s p o k e  o f  t h e  g a p — y o u  m e a n  a  

g a p  in  t h e  P y r e n e e s  ?— Y e s .
6 5 2 1 .  W h e r e  i s  i t  ?— I t  i s  w e s t e r l y  f r o m  M o o n a m b e l .
6 5 2 2 .  D o  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  M o o n a m b e l  i s  e a s t  o f  t h e  r a n g e  ?— Y e s ,  i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  t o w n  i n  t h e  r a n g e  ; 

in  a  l i t t l e  a m p h i t h e a t r e  o f f  t h e  r a n g e ,  e a s t  o f  t h e  r a n g e .
6 5 2 3 .  I  u n d e r s t o o d  y o u  t h a t  t h e  r a n g e  r a n  i n  t h e  s a m e  l i n e  a s  t h e  o ld  s u r v e y  ?— Y e s  ; b u t  t h a t  i s  

r i g h t  to o .
6 5 2 4 .  B u t  M o o n a m b e l  i s  p u t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w e s t  o f  ̂  t h a t  ?— Y e s  ; b u t  M o o n a m b e l  l i e s  in  a  s o r t  o f  

a m p h i t h e a t r e ,  s k i r t e d  b y  t h e  P y r e n e e s .
6 5 2 5 .  T h e n  t h i s  g a p  i s  b e t w e e n  L a n d s b o r o u g h  a n d  M o o n a m b e l  is  i t  ?— Y e s  ; t h a t  i s  r i g h t .
6 5 2 6 .  D o e s  t h a t  g a p  c o m m a n d  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  ?— Y e s  ; t h e  p e o p l e  c a n  c o m e  f r o m  t h e r e  a n d  f r o m  

L a n d s b o r o u g h ,  a n d  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  B a r k l y  o v e r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  g a p  i n t o  M o o n a m b e l ,  a n d  i n t o  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y .
6 5 2 7 .  S u p p o s i n g  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  w e r e  m a d e  f r o m  A v o c a  to  S t .  A r n a u d ,  c o u ld  p e o p le  f r o m  

L a n d s b o r o u g h  a n d  N a v a r r e  a n d  t h o s e  p l a c e s  b r i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c e  to  a  s t a t i o n  s i t u a t e d  s o m e w h e r e  u p o n  t h e  
A v o c a  V a l l e y ,  o r  w o u l d  t h e y  g o  to  A v o c a  i t s e l f  ?— T h e y  w o u l d  g o  t o  A v o c a  V a l l e y  w i t h o u t  d o u b t — t h e y

h a v e  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  t w o  r o a d s .
6 5 2 8 .  A n d  w h i c h  -w o u ld  t h e y  t a k e  ?— I t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  c o m e  b y  w a y  o f  

M o o n a m b e l  a n d  t h e n  i n t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  l i n e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  

n o r th  o f  t h a t  w o u l d  c o m e  r o u n d  b y  w a y  o f  S t u a r t  M i l l .
6 5 2 9 .  T h e n  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  g a p s  ?— T h e y  h a v e  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  t w o  r o a d s  to  c r o s s  t h e  P y r e n e e s .
6 5 3 0 .  T h e  g a p  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  M o o n a m b e l  w o u l d  a c c o m m o d a te  a  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  w e s t  o f  

t h e  P y r e n e e s  r a n g e  ?— Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .
6 5 3 1 .  A n d  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  w o u l d  s u i t  t h e m  ?— Y e s .
6 5 3 2 .  I s  t h a t  a  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  y o u  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d — a  g o o d  m a n y  s c h o o ls  ?— Y e s ,  o n  t h e  w e s t  w e  

h a v e  o n ly  t h r e e  s c h o o l s .
6 5 3 3  D o  y o u  k n o w  a t  a l l  w h a t  p o p u l a t i o n — h a v e  y o u  a n y t h i n g  to  g u i d e  y o u .  Y e s ,  I  c a n  t e l l  y o u  

t h a t — t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  w e s t  r i d i n g  o f  t h e  A v o c a  s h i r e  i s  1 3 8 4 ,  t h a t  is  t h e  w e s t  r i d in g ,  w h i c h  m e a n s

w e s t  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s .  T . XT ,
6 5 3 4 .  B e t w e e n  A v o c a  a n d  w h e r e ? — B e tw e e n .  M o o n a m b e l  i n c l u d i n g  L a n d s b o r o u g h ,  N a v a r r e ,  a n d

Barkly. .
6 5 3 5 .  Y o u  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n y  c o u n t r y  n o r t h  o f  B a r k l y . — N o .
6 5 3 6 .  D o e s  t h e  1 3 8 4  t a k e  i n  K i m b e r l e y  a n d  W a r r e n m a n g  ?— N o ,  t h e y  a r e  u p o n  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  

P y r e n e e s — K i m b e r l e y  a n d  W a r r e n m a n g  a r e  s e p a r a t e — K i m b e r l e y  h a s  3 6 ,  t h a t  i s  a l s o  m  t h e  P y r e n e e s ,  t h a t

is  a  d i g g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  . . . ,
6 5 3 7  I s  t h a t  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  o r  a  d e c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  ? - l h e r e  i s  n o t  v e r y  m u c h  w o r k  g o i n g  o n —

i t  i s  n o t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  a t  o n e  t i m e .  . . ,
6 5 3 8 .  N o t  a  t h r i v i n g  p l a c e  ?— N o t  w h a t  y o u  c a l l  a  t h r i v i n g  p la c e .  •

6 5 3 9 .  P e r c y d a l e  ?— 1 3 5 .  ^  - .
6540 Is that a thriving place ?— It is not so thriving as it, was three or four years ago— at one time

t h e r e  w a s  a 'v e r y  l a r g e  C h i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  m u s t e r i n g  s o m e  6 0 0  C h i n e s e — i t  w a s  b e t t e r  k n o w n  a s  F i d d l e r s  

C r e e k .

Railways,



6 5 4 1 .  A r e  t h e  f i g u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p l a c e  c o r r e c t — 1 3 5 ? — I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .
6 5 4 2 .  W o u l d  n o t  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  a  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— I t  is  n o t  a  s m a l l  p l a c e ,  t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  so l a r g e  

a s  i t  w a s  f iv e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  a g o .
6 5 4 3 .  N o w  w h a t  S t a t e  s c h o o l s  a r e  t h e r e  u p o n  t h e  e a s t  s id e  o f  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ? — T h e r e  is  

o n e  a t  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k .
6 5 4 4 .  I s  n o t  t h e r e  o n e  s o u t h  o f  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  ?— R a t h s c a r .
6 5 4 5 .  A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r s  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  t h e  l i n e  ; is  n o t  t h e r e  o n e  n o r t h  o f  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  ?— Y e s .
6 5 4 6 .  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k  ?— C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k .
6 5 4 7 .  I s  t h e r e  m u c h  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k  ?— I t  is  a l l  f a n n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a l l  r o u n d  

t h e r e — 6 0  s c h o l a r s .
6 5 4 8 .  C a n  y o u  g i v e  m e  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  u p o n  t h e  r o l ls  o f  th e  

s e v e r a l  S t a t e  s c h o o ls  y o u  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  in  t h e  n e 'ig h o r h o o d  o f  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ? — N o  ; I  c o u ld  n o t  
t e l l  y o u  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  t a k i n g  t h e  n u m b e r s  u p o n  t h e  r o l l .

6 5 4 9 .  T h a t  i s  w h a t  I  w a n t  ; w h a t  i s  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  ?— T h e  t o t a l  is  8 2 9  ; th a t ,  i s  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e .
6 5 5 0 .  A n d  w h a t  d i s t a n c e  is  t h e  f u r t h e s t  o f  t h o s e  s c h o o ls  f r o m  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e  ?— I  s u p p o s e  

e i t h e r  W a r r c n m a n g  o r  K i m b e r l e y  t o  b e  a b o u t  a s  f a r  a s  a n y  p l a c e .
6 5 5 1 .  F r o m  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e  ?— F r o m  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e .
6 5 5 2 .  A c c o r d i n g  to  t h i s  m a p ,  L a n d s b o r o u g l i  w o u ld  b e  t h r e e  t i m e s  a s  f a r  ?— B u t  L a n d s b o r o u g h  is  

o v e r  t h e  P y r e n e e s .
6 5 5 3 .  T h a t  is  w h a t  I  w a n t  to  k n o w  ; y o u  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f  L a n d s b o r o u g h ,  N a v a r r e ,  a n d  B a r k l y  ?— Y e s .
6 5 5 4 .  A r c  t h o s e  t h e  t h r e e  f u r t h e s t  s c h o o l s ? — Y e s .
6 5 5 5 .  W h a t  d i s t a n c e  a r e  t h e ) 7 ?— L a n d s b o r o u g h  is  1 8  m i l e s  b y  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  M o o n a m b e l ; t h a t  is  

w h a t  i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  t o  g o  u p  o n e  w a y  a n d  d o w n  t h e  n e x t .  I t  i s  a l m o s t  l i k e  t h e  l e t t e r  V  
t o  g e t  o v e r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  g a p .

6 5 5 6 .  I t  m u s t  b e  a v e r y  r o u n d a b o u t  r o a d  ? — I t  is  a v e r y  r o u n d a b o u t  r o a d ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  g a p .
6 5 5 7 .  H o w  f a r  is  M o o n a m b e l  f ro m  t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t  u p o n  t h e  l i n e  ?— M o o n a m b e l  i s  a b o u t  s i x  m ile s  

a n d  a  h a l f .
6 5 5 8 .  T h e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h a t ,  I  s u p p o s e  t h e  L a n d s b o r o u g h  p e o p le  w o u ld  g o  to  A v o c a ,  a n d  n o t  g o  

to  a  p l a c e  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ? — I t  w o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  t o  g o  to  A v o c a .
6 5 5 9 .  I t  w o u l d ? — Y e s .
6 5 6 0 .  W h a t  d i s t a n c e  w o u ld  L a n d s b o r o u g h  b e  f r o m  A v o c a ? — T h i r t y  m i l e s ,  b e c a u s e  M o o n a m b e l  i s  12 .
6 5 6 1 .  I s  t h e r e  a n y  r a i l w a y  l in e  t o  t h e  w e s t  w h i c h  is  n e a r e r  to  L a n d s b o r o u g h  t h a n  t h e  A v o c a  V a l le y  

] ;n c  ?— T h e r e  is  a  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  a t  S t a w e l l .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  a b o u t  2 5  m i l e s  f r o m  L a n d s b o r o u g h  t o  S t a w e l l .
6 5 6 2 .  T h e n  L a n d s b o r o u g h  w o u l d  b e  r a t h e r  n e a r e r  t o  S t a w e l l  t h a n  t o  A v o c a  ?— Y e s  ; r a t h e r .
6 5 6 3 .  W o u l d  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e  a c c o m m o d a te  a l l  t h e  p e o p le  l i v i n g  i n  A r c l i d a l e  ?— Y e s ,  I  b e l ie v e  

i t  w o u l d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  f a r .
6 5 6 4 .  W h a t  is  t h e  f a r t h e s t  d i s t a n c e  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  g o — w h e r e  is  a  l i k e l y  p l a c e  f o r  a s ta t io n ,  

s o m e w h e r e  u p o n  t h e  V a l l e y ? — W e  s u p p o s e  a b o u t  w h e r e  y o u  s e e  t h e  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k .
6 5 6 5 .  N o w  h o w  f a r  w o u l d  t h e y  b e  f r o m  a  s t a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k ,  t a k i n g  t h e  f u r t h e s t  

p e o p le  i n  A r c h d a l e ,  a n d  h o w  f a r  w o u ld  B e a l i b a  b e  f r o m  t h e r e ? — I  e x p e c t  A r c h d a l e ,  f r o m  t h e  C h e r r y  T r e e  
C r e e k ,  w i l l  b e  s o m e th i n g  l i k e  e i g h t  o r  t e n  m i le s .

6 5 6 6 .  A n d  B e a l i b a  r a t h e r  f u r t h e r  ?— F o u r  m i le s  f u r t h e r  ; B e a l i b a  is  s e r v e d  n o w  b y  D u n o l l y ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e  B e a l i b a  p e o p l e  n o w  a l l  g o  f r o m  D u n o l l y .

6 5 6 7 .  W h i c h  i s  t h e  d e n s e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r ? — A l l  b e t w e e n  A v o c a  a n d  N a t t e  
Y a l l o c k  d o w n  t o  A r c l i d a l e ,  a n d  a l s o  o n  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r  u p  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  P y r e n e e s  b o u n d a r y ,  
w h e r e  t h e  o u t s i d e  l in e  is  u p o n  t h e  m a p .

6 5 6 8 .  T h a t  is  w h e r e  t h e  d e n s e s t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  ?— Y e s .
6 5 6 9 .  T h a t  i s  t h e  b e s t  l a n d ,  i s  i t ? — Y e s ,  i t  i s  a l l  t a k e n  u p .
6 5 7 0 .  W h i c h  l i n e  w o u ld  s e r v e  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h i s  p o p u l a t i o n  b e s t ,  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  o r  t h e  A v o c a  l in e  ? 

— T h e  A v o c a  l i n e ,  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t ,  a s  i t  r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  w o u ld  s e r v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  o f 
p o p u l a t i o n .

6 5 7 1 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e  w o u ld  a c c o m m o d a t e  a l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  p o p u la t i o n  t h a n  
t h e  o t h e r  ?— Y e s .

6 5 7 2 .  W i t h i n  t h e  s a m e  d i s t a n c e ? — Y e s .
6 5 7 3 .  A  m u c h  l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n ? — I  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  t h e  n u m b e r s .
6 5 7 4 .  I f  y o u  p l e a s e ,  I  w o u ld  b e  g l a d  ?— I n  t h e  N o r t h  R i d i n g ,  e a s t  o f  t h e  l i n e -------
6 5 7 5 .  W h i c h  d o  y o u  c a l l  t h e  N o r t h  R i d i n g  ?— T h a t  i s  t h e  A v o c a  e n d .
6 5 7 6 .  E a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  ?— E a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is  4 8 0 ,  w e s t  1 3 3 6 .
6 5 7 7 .  W h a t  d i s t a n c e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  is  t h a t  ?— T h a t  is ,  b e g i n n i n g  a t  A v o c a ,  t a k i n g  i t  d o w n  a b o u t  

t w e l v e  m i l e s  d u e  n o r t h  d o w n  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  ; t h a t  i s ,  a b o u t  t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  A v o c a  s h i r e ,  j u s t  
t h e r e  ; t h i s  i s  o n l y  in  t h e  s h i r e  b o u n d a r y .  T h e  A v o c a  s h i r e  o n ly  e x t e n d s  a b o u t  t w e l v e  m i le s  d o w n  th e  
A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A v o c a  r a i l w a y  i s  in  S t .  A r n a u d  s h i r e — t h e  s o u t h  p a r t  o f 
t h e  S t .  A r n a u d  s h i r e .

6 5 7 8 .  W h a t  is  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  in  f a c t  b e t w e e n  A v o c a  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d ,  w i t h i n  t w e l v e  o r  f i f te e n  
m i l e s  o f  t h e  l i n e ? — 5 8 3 9  t h e  A v o c a  d i r e c t  l in e .

6 5 7 9 .  O n  b o t h  s id e s  P— Y e s ,  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  l in e .
6 5 8 0 .  W i t h i n  w h a t  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  l i n e ? — F r o m  f iv e  to  s e v e n  m i le s  o n  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  a b o u t  a n  e q u a l  

d i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  w e s t .
6 5 8 1 .  T e n  m i l e s ? — Y e s ,  a  l i t t l e  m o r e ,  s a y  t w e l v e  m i l e s  a l t o g e t h e r .
6 5 8 2 .  S i x  m i l e s  e a c h  s i d e ? — Y e s ,  b u t  y o u  s e e  R a t h s c a r — i t  is  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  j u s t  t h e r e .
6 5 8 3 .  B u t  t h a t  i s  a l l  w i t h i n  e a s y  d i s t a n c e  o f  A v o c a  ?— Y e s ,  R a t h s c a r  i s .
6 5 8 4 .  T h e n  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  is  a  l a r g e r  o n e  t h a n  t h e r e  i s  a lo n g  t h e  l in e  w i t h i n  t h e  s a m e  

d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  r a i l w a y  ?— I  b e l i e v e  i t  to  b e .
6 5 8 5 .  B u t  y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  t h e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  u p o n  t h a t  l in e .
5 5 8 6 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u  s a id ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f ro m  T a r n a g u l l a  to  

I n g l e w o o d  i s  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  ?— N o ,  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  t e n  m i le s .
6 5 8 7 .  D i d  n o t  y o u  s a y  f i f t e e n  ?— N o .



6 5 8 8 .  Y o u  s a y  t e n  ?— Y e s .  M r. e . Kelley,
6 5 8 9 .  A r e  y o u  a s  c o r r e c t  in  a l l  y o u r  d i s t a n c e s  a s  y o u  a r e  in  t h a t  a n s w e r  ?— 1 b e l i e v e  t h a t  is  c o r r e c t ,  n tb ’s e p t f m
6 5 9 0 .  By the lion. J. Balfour.— IIo x v  f a r  is  M o l i a g u l  f ro m  D u n o l l y  ?— E i g h t  o r  t e n  m i le s — i t  m i g h t  

b e  t e n  m i l e s — i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  t e n .
6 5 9 1 .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w e r e  t o l d  s o m e  t im e  a g o  t h a t  a  c o n s id e r a b le  p o p u l a t i o n  e x i s t e d  n o r t h  o f  

M o l i a g u l— M c I n t y r e ’s — is  t h e r e  m u c h  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e r e  ?— I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is . I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  to  
M c I n t y r e ’s f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  s m a l l  p la c e .  B e r l i n ,  a  d e c a y in g  m in in g  p o p u la t i o n ,  is  n o r t h  
o f  M c I n t y r e ’s  a b o u t  e l e v e n  m i le s  f r o m  I n g l e w o o d .

6 5 9 2 .  I I o w  f a r  f r o m  M o l i a g u l  ?— I t  m i g h t  b e  a b o u t  t h r e e  m ile s .
6 5 9 3 .  T h a t  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  t h i r t e e n  m i le s  f ro m  D u n o l l y ? — S o m e t h i n g  o f  i t ,  y e s .
6 5 9 4 .  A n d  h o w  f a r  f r o m  I n g l e w o o d  ?— E l e v e n  o r  t w e l v e  m i le s ,  I  t h i n k ,  f ro m  I n g le w o o d .  I n g l e w o o d  

w o u ld  s e r v e  t h e m  f o r  a  s t a t i o n .
6 5 9 5 .  N o w ,  a t  t h e  E m u  t h e r e  is  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  p o p u la t i o n ,  I  b e l i e v e  ?— Y e s ,  a f t e r  y o u  g o  a  f e w  

m ile s  o n ,  y o u  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  M a j o r  L i n e  s e t t l e m e n t .
6 5 9 6 .  I s  t h a t  o n  b o t h  s id e s  o f  t h e  A v o c a  ?— O n  a  t o n g u e  o f  la n d ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r  o n  o n e  

s id e  a n d  C a m p b e l l ’s  C r e e k  o n  t h e  o th e r .
6 5 9 7 .  I s  t h a t  u p o n  t h e  e a s t  o r  w e s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  ?— W e s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r .
6 5 9 8 .  I f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is  w e s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a ,  t h a t  is  t o w a r d s  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— T h e y  w o u ld  d o  a s  a t  

p r e s e n t ,  g o  t o  S t .  A r n a u d .
6 5 9 9 .  I f  t h e  l i n e  b e  f r o m  D u n o l l y  to  S t .  A r n a u d ,  w o u ld  t h a t  p o p u la t i o n  b e  a s  n e a r  S t .  A r n a u d  a s  

E m u  ?— A b o u t  e q u a l  d i s t a n c e .
6 6 0 0 .  I t  w o u ld  n o t  m a t t e r  m u c h  ?— N o ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  t h e r e  h a v e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  

o f in d i f f e r e n c e — t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  a s  s o o n  h a v e  a  l in e  f r o m  A v o c a  to  S t .  A r n a u d  a s  a  l i n e  f r o m  D u n o l l y .
6 6 0 1 .  T h e n  t h e r e  is  a  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  K o o r e h  *  ?— T h a t  is  t h e  p a r i s h  ; t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  d o w n  t h e r e  is  

j u s t  a t  t h e  b r i d g e — i t  i s  n o t  a  g r e a t  d e a l— t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  f a r m e r s  t h e r e .
6 6 0 2 .  S u p p o s e  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n e  i s  m a d e — t h e  V a l l e y  l i n e — w h e r e  w o u ld  t h e  K o o r e h  p e o p le  j o in  i t  ?—

T h e y  c o u ld  g e t  t o  a  s t a t i o n  a t  S t r a t h f i l l a n .
6 6 0 3 .  W o u l d  i t  n o t  b e  n e a r e r  t o  g o  to  C a r a p o o e e ? — I  t h i n k  n o t .
6 6 0 4 .  H o w  f a r  w o u l d  i t  b e  f r o m  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  i f  i t  w e r e  m a d e  ?— T h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  r u n s  t h r o u g h  i t .
6 6 0 5 .  Y o u  a r e  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  E m u  B r i d g e — I  s p e a k  o f  w h e r e  y o u  s e e  a  S t a t e  s c h o o l  ?— T h a t  i s  

th e  M a j o r  L i n e  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e  M a j o r  L i n e  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  K o o r e h  s c h o o l  i s  o n e  p la c e .
6 6 0 6 .  Y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a n s w e r e d  s o m e  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  t h e  P y r e n e e s — t h e r e  a r e  t w o  g a p s  ?— Y e s .
6 6 0 7 .  H o w  f a r  d o  t h e  P y r e n e e s  s t r e t c h  o n  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h i s  b lu e  l i n e — t h e y  c o m m e n c e  s o u t h  o f  t h e

A v o c a  t o  t h e  e n d  ?— Y e s .
6 6 0 8 .  A n d  t h e y  g o  n o r t h w a r d  h o w  f a r  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h a t  l i n e  ?— T h e y  g o  n o r t h .
6 6 0 9 .  B e f o r e  t h e y  b r e a k  o f f  f r o m  b e i n g  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h a t  l i n e ? — Y e s ,  b y  t h e  r o a d ,  t h e y  g o  a b o u t  t h i r t y

m il0S * 6 6 1 0 .  I  w a n t  t o  s e e  h o w  f a r  t h e y  f o r m  a  b a r r i e r  t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o n  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  b lu e  l in e .  N o w  
w e  k n o w  t h e y  r u n  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  l i n e  o r  n e a r l y  so  f r o m  A v o c a  N o r t h — h o w  f a r  n o r t h  ?— T o  o p e n in g  in

f i r s t  b a r r i e r  i s  M o o n a m b e l .  _
6 6 1 1 .  N o r  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  o r  d o  t h e y  g o  a w a y  to  t h e  w e s t  ?— N o ,  t h e y  k e e p  o n  n o r t h ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a

g a p  j u s t  t h e r e  a t  M o o n a m b e l .  .
6 6 1 2 .  B u t  t h e y  k e e p  o n  n o r t h  a g a i n  ?— Y e s ,  t h e y  c o m e  r o u n d  t o  S t u a r t  M i l l ,  t h e r e  is  a  g a p  t h e i e .
6 6 1 3 .  D o  t h e y  e n d  t h e r e  ?— N o  n o t  e x a c t l y ,  n o t  t h e r e  ; b u t  t w o  m i l e s  f u r t h e r  d n  t h e y  a r e  so  m u c h

l ig h t e r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  h a r d l y  c a l l e d  r a n g e s .  > . , 0 . a
6 6 1 4 '. T h e n  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r ,  f o l lo w in g  i t ,  w h e r e  d o e s  i t  b e g in  t o  t a k e  a  n o r t h - w e s t  b e n d  . S o m e ­

w h e r e  n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e  A v o c a  F o r e s t  s t a t i o n .  . , ., c
6 6 1 5 .  I s  t h a t  a n y w h e r e  n e a r  t h e  S t a t e  s c h o o l  ?— T h e  A v o c a  F o r e s t  s t a t i o n  i s  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i le s  o f

th e  E m u  B r i d g e — s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  m i le s .
6 6 1 6 .  T h e n  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  E m u  B r i d g e  t h e  r i v e r  b e n d s  n o r t h - w e s t . Y e s .
6 6 1 7 .  T h e  s e t t l e m e n t  r u n s  a lo n g  t h e  r i v e r  ?— Y e s ,  o n  t h e  w e s t  s id e ,  c o m m e n c in g  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i le s

s o u th  o f  A v o c a  F o r e s t  s t a t i o n .  . . ,  ,
6 6 1 8  W o u l d  t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  b e  b e n e f i t e d  b y  e i t h e r  l i n e — w h i c h  l i n e  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  t h e m  m o s t ,  t h e

Dunolly line or the Avoca line ?— Seven miles north certainly the Dunolly line would be the best.
6619. Beyond that ?—Beyond that they would come into St. Arnaud.
6620. So that it would be a matter of indifference to them . Quite so. . ,  ,
6 6 2 1  Y o u  h a v e  to ld  m e  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a b o u t  K o o r e h ,  s e v e n  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  E m u  w o u ld  b e

benefited by the Dunolly line ? - Y e s ,  but there is not a great deal of settlement down there, that would be

a ‘  AT066M0T a n StyouKive me an idea of how much ? - I  know about six farmers on that particular spot.
6623! Then the Archdale settlement would he benefited by the Dunolly line rather than the Valley

liD6 ? - ? 6 2 lAStill t t r w ” W to B ed ih ^ ?-T h ey'w ou ld  if the line extends from Dunolly and

a station is made at Bealiba ne,g le wouW be benefited ? -Y c s , they would.
6626'. B t h e r ?  much settlement at Cochrane’s ? - A t  Cochrane’s Creek there is a small strip of

settlement^antMn that^strip ^be'benefited by the Dunolly line, in preference to the

o t h e r  ?— N o t  m o r e  t h a n  w o u l d  b e  b e n e f i t e d  b y  t h e  I n g le ^ ? ° d  a  ?_ Y e s . ‘
6 6 2 8 .  T h e y  w o u l d  g o  t o  t h e  I n g l e w o o d  l in e ,  t k o u Dl
6 6 2 9 .  W h e r e  i s  y o u r  r e s i d e n c e  ?— A v o c a .
o o ^ y .  * TJie witness withdrew.

   ' " ~  " . ,, . " V "  Mv answers for this and the next three were given supposing
* There is a misunderstanding about this qu estio i^ ^ n  y ^  Mr. Balfour found m y mistake in No. 6605.

that the Honorable Mr. B alfo in  meant Kooroc Berlin, a decaying mining population, is only about
, t  I d o  t^ T s T s  2 S b e t w e e n  Inglewood and Dunolly ; while Tarnagulla and New­

bridge S-e only about tw elve m iles from Bridgewater railway sta tio n .-E . e l l e  .



Mr. J. H. Davies, 
11th Sept. 1877.

Mr. Henry Hall, 
11th Sept. 1877.

M r .  J o h n  H u g h  D a v i e s  e x a m i n e d

6 6 3 0 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— W h a t  a r e  y o u  ?— A u  a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r  a n d  s u r v e y o r .
6 6 3 1 .  I n  t h e  R a i l w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  ?— Y e s .
6 6 3 2 .  I n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  l i n e  f r o m  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— Y e s .
6 6 3 3 .  Y o u  s u r v e y e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l i n e ? — I  s u r v e y e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i n e  f r o m  D u n o l l y  t o  S t .  A r n a u d .
6 6 3 4 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  l i n e  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v i n g  e v id e n c e  t h i s  e v e n in g ,  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  d i r e c t  l i n e  f r o m  A v o c a  t o  S t .  A r n a u d ; d o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  g o e s  t h r o u g h  ?— N o ,  I d o  
n o t ; I  d o  n o t  e v e n  k n o w  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  u p o n  t h e  m a p .

6 6 3 5 .  S u p p o s i n g  y o u  s a w  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  u p o n  t h e  m a p ,  w o u l d  y o u  k n o w  t h e  l ie  o f  t h e
c o u n t r y  ? H a v e  y o u  b e e n  t h r o u g h  n e a r  t h e  P y r e n e e s  ?— I  a m  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  t r i a l  s e c t i o n  t h a t  w a s  t a k e n  
b y  t h e  R a i l w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  b e t w e e n  A v o c a  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d .

6 6 3 6 .  D o e s  t h a t  a p p e a r  u p o n  t h e  m a p ? — Y e s ,  t h e  o r i g in a l  t r i a l  l in e  a p p e a r s  u p o n  t h i s  m a p .
6 6 3 7 .  W h i c h  i s  t h a t  ?— T h e  o u t s i d e  o n e .
6 6 3 8 .  T h e  o n e  t o  t h e  w e s t ? — Y e s .
6 6 3 9 .  Y o u  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  l i n e  ?— O n l y  o n  p a p e r .  I  a m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t r y .
6 6 4 0 .  Y o u  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t h a t  c o u n t r y  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t h a t  c o u n t r y .

The witness withdrew.

M r .  H e n r y  I l a l l  f u r t h e r  e x a m i n e d .

6 6 4 1 .  By the Hon. Sir C. Sladen.— Y o u  a r e  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  R a i l w a y  L e a g u e ,  I t h i n k ,  a r e  y o u  
n o t  ?— I  a m  h o n o r a r y  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R a i l w a y  L e a g u e .

6 6 4 2 .  I  w a n t  t o  a s k  y o u  s o m e  q u e s t io n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  S t a t e  s c h o o ls .  I  
b e l i e v e  y o u  h a v e  g o t  s o m e  r e t u r n s  t o - d a y  f r o m  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  ?— I  h a v e .

6 6 4 3 .  W h o  g a v e  y o u  t h o s e  r e t u r n s  ?— T h e y  w e r e  o r i g in a l l y  g i v e n  m e  b y  t h e  c h i e f  c le r k ,  M r .  
H a n d h e l d .

6 6 4 4 .  F r o m  w h o m  d id  y o u  g e t  t h e  r e t u r n s  t h i s  m o r n in g  ? — T h e y  w e r e  c o r r e c t e d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  c le r k s  
i n  t h e  o ff ic e  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .

6 6 4 5 .  W e r e  t h e y  g i v e n  t o  y o u  b y  a n y  o n e  in  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  ?— M r .  H a n d h e l d  
h a d  g o n e ,  i t  w a s  a f t e r  f o u r  o ’c lo c k ,  a n d  I s a w  t h e  n e x t  p e r s o n  in  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  a s k e d  h im  to  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  
t o  c o r r e c t  t h o s e  f i g u r e s .

6 6 4 6 .  W i l l  y o u  in f o r m  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w h o  g a v e  y o u  t h e  in f o r m a t io n ? —
I  d o  n o t  k n o w  h i s  n a m e  ; h e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  p e r s o n  t h e n  in  a u t h o r i t y .  T h i s  w a s  b e t w e e n  f o u r  a n d  f iv e  
o ’c lo c k ,  a f t e r  M r .  H a n d h e l d  a n d  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  h a d  g o n e .

6 6 4 7 .  W i l l  y o u  s t a t e  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  g a v e  y o u  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e t u r n s — y o u  
a s k e d  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n s  o f  c e r t a i n  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  y o u  s p e c i h e d  ?— I  h a n d e d  h i m  t h e  o r i g in a l  r e t u r n  f u r n i s h e d  
m e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o n  t h e  3 0 t h  J u l y ,  f r o m  M r .  H a n d h e l d ,  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  to  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  to  se e  
w h e t h e r  t h e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o r r e c t ,  a n d  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y  m i s t a k e s ,  t o  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  c o r r e c t  th e m .

6 6 4 8 .  W i l l  y o u  r e a d  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  a n d  t h e  c o r r e c t e d  f i g u r e s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  g iv e n  to  
y o u  ?— W i l l  y o u  t a k e  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  h r s t  ?

6 6 4 9 .  I f  y o u  p l e a s e  ?— K o o r e h  s c h o o l  3 0 ,  B u r k e ’s  F l a t  9 2 ,  B e a l i b a  1 4 9 , M c I n t y r e ’s  7 9 ,  M o l ia g u l  
8 9 — T o t a l  4 3 9 .

6 6 5 0 .  H o w  m a n y  s c h o o l s  i s  t h a t  ?— F i v e  s c h o o ls .
6 6 5 1 .  D o e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  a l l — a r e  t h e r e  n o  m o r e  u p o n  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?— N o t  t h a t  I  a m  a w a r e  o f .
6 6 5 2 .  H a v e  y o u  g o t  S y n n o t ’s ?— N o .
6 6 5 3 .  N o r  y e t  E m u  B r i d g e  ?— I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  a n y  s c h o o l  a t  E m u  B r i d g e .
6 6 5 4 .  N o r  A r c h d a l e  ?— N o .
6 6 5 5 .  T h e n  w i l l  y o u  g i v e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ,  a n d  b e  so  g o o d  a s  

t o  s t a t e  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h e y  a r e  f r o m  t h e  l i n e  ?— I  w i l l  s t a t e  t h e  s c h o o ls  w i t h i n  t e n  m i le s  o f  t h e  A v o c a  
V a l l e y .  T h e y  a r e — P e r c y  d a le  1 3 5 ,  K i m b e r l e y  3 6 ,  W a r r e m n a n g  3 3 ,  M o o n a m b e l  1 2 5 ,  R e d b a n k  7 7 , N a t t e  
Y a l l o c k  5 2 ,  C h e r r y - t r e e  C r e e k  6 0 ,  V o s s ’s  2 6 ,  R a t k s c a r  W e s t  4 9 ,  S t u a r t  M i l l  1 5 3  ; W i l l i s ’s s c h o o l ,  M a in  
S t .  A r n a u d  R o a d ,  3 6  ; M o y r e i s k  4 7 .  T o t a l  8 2 9 ,  w i t h i n  t e n  m i l e s  o f  t h e  AAro c a  V a l l e y  l in e .

6 6 5 6 .  A r e  t h e y  a l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  A v o c a  ?— A l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  A v o c a .
6 6 5 7 .  H o w  f a r  n o r t h  o f  A v o c a  ?— T h e  f u r t h e s t  s c h o o l  is  a b o u t  s i x  m i l e s  n o r t h ,  a n d  t h e  o th e r s  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e s .
6 6 5 8 .  W h a t  o t h e r  s c h o o ls  a r e  w i t h i n  t e n  m i l e s  o f  A v o c a  ?— I  h a r d l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  q u e s t io n .
6 6 5 9 .  I  a s k e d  y o u  w h e t h e r  a l l  t h o s e  a r e  n o r t h  o f  A v o c a  ?— Y e s .
6 6 6 0 .  A n d  t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n  w a s ,  w h a t  is  t h e  n e a r e s t ,  a n d  y o u  s a y  s i x  m i l e s  ?— Y e s .
6 6 6 1 .  N o w  h o w  m a n y  a r e  t h e r e  w i t h i n  t e n  m i l e s  o f  t h e  A v o c a  s t a t i o n ? — I  t h i n k  P e r c y  d a le  a n d  

R a t k s c a r  W e s t  s c h o o ls  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e s .
6 6 6 2 .  H o w  m a n y  a r e  t h e r e  a t  t h o s e  ?— 1 8 4 .
6 6 6 3 .  A n d  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  t h o s e  is  8 4 0  ?— 8 2 9 .
6 6 6 4 .  T h o s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  g i v e n  y o u  t h i s  m o r n in g  b y  a  g e n t l e m a n  i n  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  ?—

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  c o r r e c t e d  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  b e t w e e n  f o u r  a n d  f iv e  o ’c lo c k .
6 6 6 5 .  A n d  t h e  w h o le  o f  t h o s e  s c h o o l s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  t e n  o r  t w e l v e  m i le s  e a s t  a n d  

w e s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  ?— W i t h i n  t e n  m i l e s  e a s t  a n d  w e s t .
6 6 6 6 .  M a y  I  a s k  w h a t  d i s t a n c e  i s  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  f r o m  D u n o l l y  ?— A s  t h e  c r o w  f l ie s  i t  i s  f if te e n

m i le s .
6 6 6 7 .  H o w  f a r  f r o m  B e a l i b a  ?— E l e v e n  m i l e s .
6 6 6 8 .  H o w  f a r  f r o m  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ,  s a y  f r o m  C h e r r y - t r e e  C r e e k — s u p p o s i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  a

s t a t i o n  u p o n  t h e  C h e r r y - t r e e  C r e e k ,  h o w  f a r  w o u l d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  b e  f r o m  t h e  s t a t i o n  ?—  
T h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a  s t a t i o n  w i t h i n  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i le s  f r o m  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k .

6 6 6 9 .  T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  c a n  g a t h e r  f r o m  m o s t  o f  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  
e x a m i n e d ,  i s  b e t w e e n  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  a n d  C h e r r y - t r e e  C r e e k  ?— N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  a n d  C h e r r y - t r e e  C r e e k  fo rm  
t h e  g r e a t  b u l k  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  e a s t  o f  t h e  l in e .



6 6 7 0 .  By the lion. J. Balfour.— W h a t  p a r t  o f  t h o  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  a b o u t  A r c h d a l e  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  Mr. Honry Hail, 
b e n e f i t e d  b y  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?—  I  c a n n o t  a n s w e r  y o u  c o r r e c t ly  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  n th ’sept<i877. 
A r c h d a l e .

6 6 7 1 .  I t  i s  o u t s i d e  y o u r  o w n  s h i r e  ?— I t  i s  o u t s i d e  o u r  s h i r e .
6 6 7 2 .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A r c h d a l e  w o u ld  b e  b e n e f i t e d  b y  t h e  D u n o l l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  

l in e , w o u l d  t h e y  n o t  ?— T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  n o r t h  o f  A r c h  d a le  w o u ld .
6 6 7 3 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  n o r t h  o f  E m u  ?— O n l y  im m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  to  t h e  b r id g e .
6 6 7 4 .  N o t  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  ?— N o .
6 6 7 5 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  u p o n  t h e  A v o c a  n o r t h w a r d  ?— N o r t h  o f  t h e  E m u  ?
6 6 7 6 .  Y e s  ?— N o ,  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y .
6 6 7 7 .  Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  a b o u t  t h e  P y r e n e e s  a n d  t h e  c r o s s in g  p l a c e s  ? —

I  h a v e .
6 6 7 8 .  D o  y o u  c o n f i r m  i t  o r  n o t — a r e  t h e r e  g a p s  o r  c r o s s in g  p l a c e s  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w e s t  o f  t h e  

P y r e n e e s  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u ld  e a s i l y  r e a c h  a  r a i l w a y  o n  t h e  e a s t  ?— Y e s  ; t h e r e  i s  a  g o o d  m a in  c o a c h  r o a d  
f ro m  M o o n a m b e l  t o  t h e  w e s t  r i d in g  o v e r  t h e  g a p .  I t  i s  j u s t  a s  e a s y  o f  a c c e s s  a s  c o m in g  u p  B o u r k e  s t r e e t .
I t  i s  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  g r a d i e n t .

6 6 7 9 .  T h e n  i t  i s  n o t  a  f a c t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w e s t  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s
to  t h e  d i r e c t  v a l l e y  l i n e  ?— I t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a  f a c t .

6 6 8 0 .  T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c r o s s i n g - p l a c e  a t  S t u a r t  M i l l ? — T h e r e  is .
6 6 8 1 .  I s  t h a t  a  g o o d  r o a d  ?— I t  i s  a  v e r y  g o o d  b u s h  t r a c k  in d e e d — i t  i s  n o t  a  m a d e  r o a d .
6 6 8 2 .  D i d  y o u  g i v e  S i r  C h a r l e s  S l a d e n  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s c h o l a r s  u p o n  t h e  r o l l  i n  t h e  s c h o o ls  

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  d i r e c t  v a l l e y  l i n e ? — Y e s ,  I  g a v e  t h e  t o t a l — 8 2 9 .
6 6 8 3 .  A g a i n s t  h o w  m a n y  ?— 4 3 9 .  T h a t  i s  o m i t t i n g  t h e  s c h o o ls  in  t h e  w e s t  r i d in g .

The witness withdrew.

M r .  J o h n  H u g h  D a v i e s  f u r t h e r  e x a m i n e d .

6 6 8 4 .  By the Hon. II. Cuthbert.— W o u l d  y o u  l e t  m e  a s k  y o u  a  f e w  q u e s t io n s .  A r e  y o u  a n  M r^ E . Davies,
e n g in e e r — a  c i v i l  e n g i n e e r  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  o b t a i n e d  a  d e g r e e  a s  c iv i l  e n g i n e e r .  I  a m  a c t i n g  a s  a s s i s t a n t
e n g in e e r  in  t h e  R a i l w a y  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h a t  i s  m y  o f f ic ia l  t i t l e — a s s i s t a n t  e n g i n e e r  a n d  s u r v e y o r .

6 6 8 5 .  A r e  y o u  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l i n e  o f  r a i l w a y  f r o m  D u n o l l y  t o  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— I  a m .
6 6 8 6 .  W h e n  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M r .  .D o b s o n  w a s  a s k i n g  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  l i n e  f r o m  S t .  A r n a u d  t o  A v o c a ,

I  t h i n k  y o u  s a i d  y o u  k n e w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  l i n e ? — F r o m  A v o c a  t o  S t .  A r n a u d — y e s .
6 6 8 7 .  B u t  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  l i n e  f r o m  S t .  A r n a u d  t o  D u n o l l y ?— F r o m  

D u n o l ly  t o  St-. A r n a u d — y e s .
6 6 8 8 .  W h a t  is  y o u r  i d e a  a b o u t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e t w e e n  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  a r e  

th e r e  a n y  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  m a k i n g  t h a t  l i n e  ?— N o ,  s i r ,  n o t h i n g  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  n a m e  o f  
a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f i c u l ty .  T h e  m o s t  f o r m i d a b l e  r a n g e — o r  w l i a t  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  n e a r e s t  a p p r o a c h  t o  
a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f i c u l t y — is  a  r a n g e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i l e s  a n d  a  h a l f  f r o m  D u n o l l y ,  b e t w e e n  
D u n o l ly  a n d  B e a l i b a ,  t h e  s u m m i t  o f  w h i c h  is  a b o u t  3 0 0  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  p r o p o s e d  l i n e  a t  
D u n o l ly ,  a n d  t h e  l i n e  h a s  b e e n  s o  l a id  o u t  a s  t o  f o r m  n e a r l y  a  g r a d u a l  a s c e n t  t o  t h e  s u m m i t  o f  t h i s  r a n g e  
w i t h o u t  a n y  v e r y  s t e e p  g r a d i e n t s .  T h a t  a s c e n t ,  t h o u g h  i t  a p p e a r s  so  f o r m id a b le ,  y e t  b e a r s  v e r y  f a v o r a b le  
c o m p a r is o n  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  l i g h t  l i n e s  o n  w h i c h  n o  s u c h  r a n g e  a p p e a r s — f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  
M a r y b o r o u g h  a n d  A v o c a ,  o v e r  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  t r a f f i c  f r o m  S t .  A r n a u d  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  p a s s ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t^  o f  
t h e  A v o c a  e x t e n s i o n ,  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  t h e r e  is  a  t o t a l  a s c e n t  o n  t h a t  l i n e  o f  s o m e  4 10  f e e t .  A n d  w h i l s t  
t h e r e  i s  a l o n g  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  f r o m  M a r y b o r o u g h  to  A v o c a  a  t o t a l  a s c e n t  o f  4 7 0  f e e t ,  f o r  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  
f i f te e n  m i l e s  u p o n  t h e  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  l i n e  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  3 / 0  f e e t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  r a n g e  

r e f e r r e d  to .
6 6 8 9 .  A r e  t h e r e  a n y  f a c i l i t i e s  u p o n  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  b a l l a s t  ?— T h e r e  i s  b a l l a s t  a t  

D u n o l ly ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  b a l l a s t  c a n  a l s o  b e  o b t a i n e d  a t  B e a l ib a .  _ .
6 6 9 0 .  A r e  t h e r e  a n y  m e a n s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  t i m b e r  a l o n g  t h e r e  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  r a i l w a y ,  

s u c h  a s  p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s ,  a n d  s o  o n  ?— Y e s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t i m b e r  r e q u i r e d  f o r  s l e e p e i s  a n d  f o i  t h e  s m a l le i  
c u lv e r t s  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d ,  I  d o  n o t  t h i n k  i n  v e r y  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s ,  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e — t h a t  is  i n  t h e  im m e d i a t e  
v i c in i t y  o f  t h e  l i n e ,  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is  a  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  s u p p l y  a t  M o u n t  M o l i a g u l  a n d  i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f

t h e  c o m t i y .  ^  t h e  |in e>  a s  ,  understand—this b lu e  l i n e - y o u  r e a l l y  k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  ; h a v e  y o u

b e e n  o v e r  t h a t  c o u n t r y  ?— I  k n o w  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  ; I  k n o w ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  e

distance along the stra igh t line from A voca to St. Arnaud. • , j
6 6 9 2 .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p in io n  a b o u t  t h a t .  S o  f a r  a s  t h e  e s t i m a t e  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  d o  y o u  

a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  E n g i n e e r - i u - C h i c f ’s  e s t i m a t e  a s  to  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  c o n s t i u c t i n g  t  e  m e  o  u n o  y  .
I  t h i n k  t h e r e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  m u c h  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  e x p e n s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  l i n e  f r o m  A v o c a  

to  S t .  A r n a u d ,  a n d  f r o m  D u n o l l y  t o  S t .  A r n a u d ,  t h a t  i s ,  p e r  m i le .  - i n
6 6 9 3 .  W h i c h  w o u l d  b e  t h e  s h o r t e r  ?— T h e  D u n o l l y  to  S t .  A r n a u d  d e c id e d ly .  .
6 6 9 4  B y  t w o  m i l e s  o r  t w o  m i l e s  a n d  a  h a l f  ?— T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  i s  t h r e e  m i le s  

t h a t  is ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  c a l c u l a t e d  s t r a i g h t  l in e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a c t u a l  s u r v e y  b e t w e e n  A v o c a
a n d  S t .  A r n a u d ,  a n d  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  is  e x a c t l y  t h r e e  o n e - e i g h t h  m f fe s  n .  , .  *

6 6 9 5 .  By the Hon. J. Balfour.— H a v e  y o u  b e e n  o v e r  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  d i r e c t  A v o c a

V a l le y  l i n e  ?— N o ,  I  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  o v e r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t i y .  T?m m  f h  s e c t i o n  t h e
6 6 9 6 .  O n  w h a t  b a s i s  d o  y o u  e s t i m a t e  t h e  c o s t  o f  m a k i n g  a  r a i l w a y  t h e r e  ? - I  r o m  t h e  s e c t io n  t h e

t r i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  H u e  ? - I  m a y  s a y  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  f o r m e d

a n y  e s t im a t e  o f  7 h e t  s t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  l i n e  f r o m  A v o c a  t o  S t i A m a m L  I  o n l y  H g e ^  m  r e p l y  m g  t o  
t h e  r m e s t io n  h i s t  n u t  t o  m e , f r o m  m a k i n g  a  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  t w o  s e c t io n s ,  w i n c h  c ie te im in e s ,  t o  a  v e r y  
l a r g e f e x t e n t ,  S e  c h a r a c t e r  I f  t h e  w o r k s  ° to  b e  c a n - ie d  o u t .  a n d  u p o n  w h i c h  a  p e r s o n  n o t  s e e in g  t h e  g r o u n d

m a y  e s t i m a t e . ^  ^  ^  ^  m a ( , e  o f  t h c  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  I  u n d e r s t a n d  ? - N o t  t h e  A v o c a

V a l l e y  l i n e .  I  r e f e r  t o  t h e  t r i a l  l in e .
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6 9 9 .  L e t  u s  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e n .  T h e  e s t im a t e  y o u  g a v e  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M r .  C u t h b e r t__
t h e  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  l i n e s — r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o ld  t r i a l  s u r v e y  a n d  t o  t h e  D u n o l ly  
l i n e ? — Y e s .

6 7 0 0 .  I t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  l i n e  w e  a r e  d i s c u s s i n g  n o w ,  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l in e  ?— I  h a v e  n o  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  b e y o n d  t h i s ,  t h a t  I  c a n  f o r m  a n  id e a  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  c u l v e r t s  a n d  so  o n  
w h i c h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i t e m s ,  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w a t e r  w a y  h a s  to  b e  p r o v i d e d  b y  c u l v e r t s  f o r  t h e  
s a m e  f lo w  o f  w a t e r ,  w h e r e v e r  y o u  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  l i n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  o r ig in a l  t r i a l  s u r v e y  a n d  t h e  A v o c a  
V a l l e y  i t s e l f .

6 7 0 1 .  T h a t  i s  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  w a t e r  w a y ,  b u t  n o t  a s  t o  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f ic u l t ie s ,  t h e  ra n o -e s  o r  
h i l l s  ?— T h e  e a r t h w o r k s  ? &

6 7 0 2 .  T h e  e a r t h w o r k s  ?— Y e s .
6 7 0 3 .  T h e n  y o u  c a n n o t  g i v e  a n  i d e a  o f  t h e  c o s t  ?— N o .

The witness loithdrew.

W il l i a m  G r e g  s o n  C o u c h m a n ,  E s q . ,  f u r t h e r  e x a m in e d .

6 7 0 4 .  By the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  e x a m i n e d  b e f o r e  in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e s e  tw o  l in e s  ?
— Y e s .

6 7 0 5 .  W e  m i g h t  s p e a k  o f  t h e m  a s  t h r e e  l i n e s  ?— Y e s .
6 7 0 6 .  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  o v e r  a n y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s in c e  y o u r  l a s t  e x a m i n a t i o n ? — I  w a s  o v e r  a  p o r t io n  

o f  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ,  so  c a l l e d .
6 7 0 7 .  T h a t  i s  t h e  l i n e  s h o w n  h e r e  a s  t h e  b l u e  l i n e  ?— Y e s .
6 7 0 8 .  W h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  i t  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  o v e r  ?— T h a t  p o r t i o n  b e t w e e n  a l l o t m e n t  2 4 , D a ly e n o n g ,  

a n d  S t a t h f i l l a n .
6 7 0 9 .  H o w  m a n y  m i le s  i s  t h a t  f r o m  A v o c a  ?— S t a r t i n g  a b o u t  1 5  m i l e s  f r o m  A v o c a ?
6 7 1 0 .  A b o v e  B o l e r c h ? — N o r t h  o f  t h e  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k .
6 7 1 1 .  Y o u  s t a r t e d  a b o u t  t h e r e  ?— Y e s .
6 7 1 2 .  D i d  y o u  p r o c e e d  u p  t o w a r d s  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— Y e s .
6 7 1 3 .  F o r  h o w  f a r  ?— A b o u t  1 0  m i le s .
6 7 1 4 .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  c o u n t r y  w a s  i t  ?— I t  c r o s s e s  a  l o t  o f  s p u r s  a n d  g u l l i e s  a n d  c r e e k s — s m a ll  c r e e k s  

— a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  S t r a t h f i l l a n .
6 7 1 5 .  T h e n  I  s u p p o s e  u p  to  C h e r r y  T r e e  F l a t  i t  i s  a  l e v e l  c o u n t r y  ?— T o l e r a b l y  l e v e l ,  c o m p a r a t iv e ly

l e v e l .
6 7 1 6 .  M r .  Z e a l  s p o k e  o f  i t  t o - n i g h t  a s  a  l e v e l  c o u n t r y — n o  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  2 0  m ile s  ?—  

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  s m a l l  r i s e s  t h a t  t h i s  l i n e  w o u l d  c r o s s .
6 7 1 7 .  S t a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e  C h e r r y  T r e e  y o u  m o u n t  u p  f o r  a b o u t  1 5  m i l e s  ?— A b o u t  1 0  m i le s .
6 7 1 8 .  W o u l d  t h e r e  b e  a n y  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  a n y  m o m e n t  u p o n  t h e  w a y ? — Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  s o ; 

t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c r e e k s  a n d  w a t e r  c o u r s e s  t o  c r o s s ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e in g  so  s t e e p  to  t h e  
w e s t  w h e n  h e a v y  r a i n f a l l s  c o m e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  c u l v e r t s  a n d  d r a i n s  w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  m a d e , I  
t h i n k ,  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  w a t e r  g e t t i n g  a w a y .

6 7 1 9 .  D i d  y o u  p r o c e e d  a n y  f u r t h e r  u p  t h a n  t h e  1 0  m i l e s  ?— I  k n o w  t h e  c o u n t r y  w e l l  f ro m  t h e  10  
m i l e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h a t .

6 7 2 0 .  Y o u  s p o k e  o f  t h a t  i n  y o u r  f u r t h e r  e v id e n c e  ?— Y e s .
6 7 2 1 .  I  t h i n k  y o u  s a id  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  s o m e  h e a v y  c u t t i n g s  ?— Y e s .
6 7 2 2 .  R a t h e r  h i l l y  c o u n t r y  ?— H i l l y  c o u n t r y  i t  i s .  -
6 7 2 3 .  I s  t h e r e  a n y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  l i n e  p a s s e s  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  o c c u p a t io n  u n d e r  

t h e  1 9 t h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L a n d  A c t  ?— Y e s ,  t a k e  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  D u n o l l y  to  S t .  A r n a u d ,  1 0  
m i l e s  o n  e i t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  l i n e  t h e r e  i s  a b o u t  1 3 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  e x e m p t e d .

6 7 2 4 .  F o r  w h a t  p u r p o s e  is  i t  e x e m p t e d  ?— G o l d  m i n i n g  p u r p o s e s .  I t  i s  e x e m p t e d  f ro m  o c c u p a t io n  
u n d e r  t h e  1 9 t h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  L a n d  A c t .

6 7 2 5 .  T h e n  I  s u p p o s e  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e r e  ?— N o  ; v e r y  l i t t l e  s e t t l e m e n t  a lo n g  th e  
l i n e  f o r  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  ; o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  b e i n g  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  a  “  p i n k  a r e a , ”  n o  o n e  c a n  s e l e c t  m o r e  t h a n  
2 0  a c r e s .

6 7 2 6 .  A n d  e v e n  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  g e t  n o  t i t l e  t o  ?— N o .
6 7 2 7 .  N o  C r o w n  g r a n t  c a n  h e  g o t  f o r  t h a t  ?— N o .
6 7 2 8 .  M i n i n g  o b j e c t i o n s  b l o c k  t h e  w a y  ?— Y e s  ; I  b e l i e v e  t h e  f a r m e r s  h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  1 6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  

t o  b e  t h r o w n  o p e n ,  l o w e r  d o w n  t h e  A v o c a ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  w h o l e  o f  i t  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  u p .
6 7 2 9 .  W h e r e  i s  t h e  1 3 0 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  ?— N o r t h - e a s t  a n d  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  t h e  l i n e ,  i n  p a t c h e s .
6 7 3 0 .  O f  t h e  b l u e  l i n e  ? — N o  ; t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e — t h e  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  l in e .
6 7 3 1 .  I s  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e r e  i s  s o  l i t t l e  s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  t h e r e  ?— T h a t  i s  t h e  r e a s o n .
6 7 3 2 .  S o  t h a t  i f  t h i s  H o u s e  p a s s e s  t h e  M i n i n g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l  a l l  t h o s e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  w i l l  b e

d o n e  a w a y  w i t h  ; d o  y o u  t h i n k  l a r g e  s e t t l e m e n t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e ? — Y e s  ; t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  I  t h i n k  th e r e
w i l l .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  h a v i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  h a v e  1 6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  t a k e n  o u t .

6 7 3 3 .  B u t  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  t h e  r e a s o n  p e o p le  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  s e l e c t  is ,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  l a n d  is
r e s e r v e d  f o r  m i n i n g  p u r p o s e s  ?— T h e y  c a n n o t  t a k e  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  a c r e s .

6 7 3 4 .  I t  i s  n o t  p u t  u p  f o r  s a l e  in  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  b e i n g  a u r i f e r o u s ? — N o  l a n d  i s  p u t  u p  fo r  sa le
t h e r e .

6 7 3 5 .  N o  m a t t e r  h o w  l o n g  a  p e r s o n  o c c u p i e s  u n d e r  t h e  1 9 t h  s e c t io n ,  t h e y  c a n  n e v e r  g e t  a  C ro w n  
g r a n t  f o r  i t  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  ?— N o .

6 7 3 6 .  W h a t  is  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  t h a t  is  s o  e x e m p t e d  ? — I t  c o m p r i s e s  a l l u v i a l  f la t s  a n d  
s c h i s to s e  r a n g e s .

6 7 3 7 .  I s  t h a t  g o o d  g r a z i n g  c o u n t r y ,  o r  is  i t  f i t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  ?— A  g r e a t  p o r t io n  o f  i t  is  g o o d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .

6 7 3 8 .  T h e n  t h e  p e o p le  t h e r e  h a v e  a p p l i e d  to  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n  p o r t io n  o f  i t  t h r o w n  o p e n  ?— T h e y  h a v e  
a p p l i e d  to  h a v e  1 6 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  t h r o w n  o p e n .

6 7 3 9 .  H a s  t h a t  b e e n  g r a n t e d  ?— I t  h a s  n o t  y e t  ; a  p e t i t i o n  h a s  n o w  b e e n  s e n t  in .



6 7 4 0 .  T h e n  o n  t h e  A v o c a  l in e  is  t h e r e  l a n d  e x e m p t e d  a ls o  fo r  m in in g  p u r p o s e s  ?— Y e s ,  t h e r e  is  a l s o  w  a Couchman 
l a n d  t h e r e  e x e m p t e d .  ' * Esq.,

6 7 4 1 .  C o u ld  y o u  t e l l  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w h a t  q u a n t i t y  ?— T h e r e  m a y  b e  a  s im i l a r  q u a n t i t y  • I  s h o u ld  iitn°sep tf1877. 
t h i n k  a b o u t  a  s i m i l a r  q u a n t i t y .  ’

.6 7 4 2 .  I s  t h a t  l a n d  e q u a l l y  g o o d  a s  t h e  l a n d  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  u p o n  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?—
N o , i t  i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  r a n g e s  ; i t  i s  in  t h e  P y r e n e e s  a n d  a lo n g  t h e  P y r e n e e s .

6 7 4 3 .  N o t  m u c h  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p e o p le  t a k i n g  u p  t h a t  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  ?— T h e y  m a y  t a k e  u p  a  f e w  o f  
t h e  g u l l i e s  i n  s m a l l  p a t c h e s — is o l a t e d  b lo c k s .

6 7 4 4 .  I  t h i n k  y o u  to l d  m e ,  u p o n  a  f o r m e r  o c c a s io n ,  y o u  c o u ld  n o t  s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ? N o
I  k n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ; n o t  e n o u g h  to  s p e a k  w i t h  a n y  a u t h o r i t y .  ’

6 7 4 5 .  I  s u p p o s e  y o u  k n o w  a s  m u c h  g e n e r a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  m o s t  o f  t h e  w i tn e s s e s  t h a t  
h a v e  g i v e n  e v i d e n c e  h e r e  t o - n i g h t ? — I  t h i n k  s o ; I  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .

6 7 4 6 .  By the Hon. G. F. Belcher.— U p o n  t h e  d i r e c t  l in e ,  w h a t  n u m b e r  o f  c u l v e r t s  t o  t h e  m i le  d o  
y o u  t h i n k  w o u l d  b e  f a i r  ?— I  c o u ld  h a r d l y  g i v e  a n  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c u lv e r t s .

6 7 4 7 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  f o u r  w o u l d  b e  s u f f i c ie n t  ?— I  s h o u ld  h a r d l y  t h i n k  so  ; n o , I  t h i n k  n o t .
6 7 4 8 .  W o u l d  d o u b le  t h e  n u m b e r  s u f f ic e  ?— I t  m a y  ; I  c o u ld  n o t  s a y .  I  h a v e  n o t  m a d e  a n  a c c u r a t e  

e n o u g h  s u r v e y  o f  i t .
6 7 4 9 .  C a n  y o u  t e l l  m e  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  T a r n a g u l l a  t o  I n g l e w o o d  ?— F o u r t e e n  m i le s .
6 7 5 0 .  T h e  w i t n e s s  K e l l y  s t a t e d  i t  a t  t e n  m i l e s  ; t h a t  is  n o t  c o r r e c t  ?— N o .
6 7 5 1 .  Y o u  k n o w  i t  t o  b e  f o u r t e e n  ?— I  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  i t  s e v e r a l  t im e s .
6 7 5 2 .  D o  y o u  k n o w  t h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  M c I n t y r e ’s  t o  D u n o l l y ? — I  t h i n k  f o u r t e e n  m i le s .
6 7 5 3 .  By the Ron. J. Balfour.— H a v e  y o u  t r a v e l l e d  b e t w e e n  M c I n t y r e ’s  a n d  D u n o l l y  ?— S e v e r a l

tim e s .
6 7 5 4 .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o r r e c t  to  c a l l  i t  e l e v e n  a n d  a  h a l f  m i le s  ?— N o ,"  I  t h i n k  n o t .
6 7 5 5 .  H o w  f a r  i s  M o l i a g u l  d i s t a n t  f r o m  D u n o l l y ? — T e n  m i le s .
6 7 5 6 .  A n d  I i o a v  f a r  i s  M c I n t y r e ’s f r o m  M o l i a g u l ? — A b o u t  f o u r .
6 7 5 7 .  F o u r  c u l v e r t s ,  y o u  t h i n k ,  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s u f f i c ie n t  to  t h e  m i le  f o r  t h e  A v o c a  l i n e  ?— I  t h i n k  n o t .
6 7 5 8 .  T h a t  i s ,  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i n e  y o u  h a v e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x a m i n e d  ?— Y e s .
6 7 5 9 .  B u t  t h a t  p a r t  o f  i t  w a s  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  h a d  t h e  m o s t  c r e e k s  ?— Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  so .
6 7 6 0 .  T h e n ,  a v e r a g i n g  t h e  l i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  w h o l e  c o u r s e ,  f o u r  t o  t h e  m i le  m i g h t  b e  s u f f ic ie n t  ?—

I  c o u ld  n o t  s p e a k  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t  t h a t .
6 7 6 1 .  T h e n  y o u  c o u ld  n o t  s a y  t h a t  f o u r  w a s  to o  f e w  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l i n e ? — I  t h i n k  i t  w o u ld  b e .
6 7 6 2 .  I f  M r .  Z e a l ,  w h o  s u r v e y e d  t h e  l in e ,  s a y s  f o u r  a r e  s u f f ic ie n t ,  y o u  w o i d d  n o t  p u t  y o u r  o p in io n

a g a in s t  M r .  Z e a l ’s  ?— I  h a v e  m a d e  a s  m u c h  o b s e r v a t i o n  a s  M r .  Z e a l  d id .
6 7 6 3 .  A n d  m a d e  a n  e s t im a t e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  ?— I  n e v e r  h a v e  m a d e  a n  e s t im a t e  y e t .
6 7 6 4 .  Y o u  s p o k e  o f  t h e  l a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l in e ,  f r o m  C h e r r y  T r e e  C r e e k  o n w a r d  t e n  m i le s ,  a s  

h a v in g  a  g o o d  m a n y  e n g i n e e r i n g  d i f f ic u l t ie s  ?— Y e s .
6 7 6 5 .  S p u r s  a n d  c r e e k s  ?— Y e s .
6 7 6 6 .  A s  a n  e n g i n e e r ,  c o u ld  n o t  y o u  m a k e  t h a t  l i n e  a n d  e s c a p e  a l m o s t  a l l  t h o s e  s p u r s ,  o r  m a k e  t h e m  

v e r y  s m a l l  c u t t i n g s  ?— N o ,  n o t  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e v i a t i o n s .
6 7 6 7 .  D i d  y o u  h e a r  M r .  Z e a l ’s e v id e n c e  ?— Y e s .
6 7 6 8 .  D i d  y o u  h e a r  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h a t  l i n e — t h a t  p a r t  o f  i t — c o u ld  b e  m a d e  w i t h  g r e a t  e a s e ,

w i th  v e r y  l i t t l e  d e v i a t i o n  ?— Y e s .
6 7 6 9 .  Y o u  d o  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  ?— N o ,  I  d o  n o t .
6 7 7 0 .  T h e n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i n e  t o w a r d s  S t .  A r n a u d ,  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  s t i l l ,  y o u  s p e a k  o f  t h a t  a s  b e in g  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  ?— Y e s .
6 7 7 1 .  W h e r e  w o u l d  y o u  c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h a t  p o r t i o n  j o i n s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  G o v e r n m e n t  l i n e  ?— W h e r e  i t  

is  m a r k e d  h e r e  a s  j o i n i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  G o v e r n m e n t  l in e ,  a b o u t  a  m i le  t o  t h e  s o u t h - e a s t  o f  S t .  A r n a u d .
6 7 7 2 .  D i d  y o u  s e e  M r .  Z e a l ’s  p l a n  ?— N o ,  I  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  a n y  o t h e r  p l a n .
6 7 7 3 .  W o u l d  y o u  lo o k  a t  t h a t — \_handing Mr. ZeaVs plan to the witness, ivho inspected the same~\—  

lo o k  a t  t h e  l in e  m a r k e d  u p o n  t h a t ? — I s  i t  t h e  b lu e  l i n e ?
6 7 7 4 .  T h e  b l u e  l i n e ; w h e r e  d o e s  t h a t  l i n e  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l in e — w h e r e  d o  t h e y  b e c o m e

o n e  ?— I n  t h e  t o w n s h i p  o f  C a r a p o o e e .
6 7 7 5 . I s  i t  f r o m  t h e r e  o n w a r d s  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  ?— N o ; y o u  c o u ld  g e t  o v e r  s o m e  o f  t h e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  

b y  g o in g  t h a t  w a y ,  b u t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  s o m e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  in  t h e  w a y  t h c i c ,  n e a r  S t .  A i n a u d .
6 7 7 6 .  S t i l l  t h e  c r o s s i n g s  u p o n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l in e  a r e  t o o  ?— N o ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ‘l i n e  g o e s

m o re  t o  t h e  e a s t .
6 7 7 7 .  D o  t h e y  n o t  j o in  t h e r e — a r e  t h e y  n o t  o n e  ?— I t  is  s h o w n  m o r e  to  t h e  e a s t  h e r e .
6 7 7 8 .  B u t  i f  y o u  g e t  t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l in e  ?— I f  i t  j o i n s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  l in e  o n  t h e  M a j o r  L in e ,

that difficulty would be got over. . . ,
6 7 7 9 .  T h e n  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h e  p i n k ,  t h e r e  i s  a b o u t  a n  e q u a l  q u a n t i t y  r e s e r v e d  u n d e r  t h e  1 9 th  s e c t io n

o n  e a c h  l i n e  ?— Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  a n  e q u a l  q u a n t i t y .
6 7 8 0 .  H a v e  y o u  b e e n  o v e r  t h e  p i n k  r e s e r v e  u p o n  th 6  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  ?— Y e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t io n

o f  i t .  . . .
6 7 8 1 .  A s  m u c h  a s  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  ?— 1 e s , I  tb m fc  so . _
6 7 8 2 .  A n d  y o u  s t i l l  g i v e  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e  in  p o i n t  o f  q u a l i t y  o f  l a n d  to  t h e  D u n o l l y  s id e  . Y e s ,

d e c id e d ly .8 3  g u p p o s i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  c u l v e r t s  t o  t h e  m ile ,  h o w  m a n y  w o u ld  t h a t  h e  t o  e v e r y  i'm  lo n g  ?—

H a l f  ™ 7 8 4 . I s  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  q u a n t i t y  in  a n y  l in e  y o n  h a v e  b a i l  to  c o n s t r u c t  ? - I t  a l l  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  

k i n d  o f “ " “Y n 7 t h a r k t a a >o f 1c o u n t r y  y o u  h a v e  h a d  to  d o  w i t h  a s  a n  e n g i n e e r ? — I  h a v e  h a d  v e r y  l i t t l e

p r a c t ic e M ip o n  r a i l w a y ^ o r k s . ^ ^  ^  ^  ,m u s u a l  n u m b e r  u p o n  a n  o r d i n a r y  r a i l w a y  ?— N o  I  t h i n k  n o t .

678?: I f  you increase them beyond four, would it be unusual ?— Yes, I  tlimk it would.
6 7 8 s !  Y o u  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  ?— Y e s .

The witness withdrew■



M r .  T h o m a s  S a n d e r s o n  f u r t h e r  e x a m i n e d .

, 6 7 8 9 .  By the Hon. H. Cutlibert.— Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  e x a m i n e d  b e f o r e ,  a n d  g a v e  u s  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f
v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e s e  l i n e s — I  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  g o  o v e r  t h e  e v id e n c e  y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  ?__
A n y  e v id e n c e  t h a t  I  h a v e  t o  g i v e  n o w  w i l l  b e  a l l  f r e s h .

6 7 9 0 .  C a n  y o u  f u r n i s h  m e  w i t h  a  r e t u r n ,  s h o w in g  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  s l e e p e r s  f o r w a r d e d  f ro m  D u n o l ly  
s t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  M a r y b o r o u g h  a n d  B a l l a r a t  r a i l w a y  a n d  M a r y b o r o u g h  a n d  A v o c a  r a i l w a y  ?— I  c a n .

6 7 9 1 .  W i l l  y o u  r e a d  i t  o u t  s h o r t l y  ?— M a r y b o r o u g h  to  B a l l a r a t  l i n e — s le e p e r s  o b t a in e d  b y  M e s s r s .  
F i s h b o u r n e  a n d  M o r t o n ,  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  8 3 2 ^  to n s  c a m e  f r o m  D u n o l l y ; p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s ,  3 0  to n s .

6 7 9 2 .  T h i r t y  t o n s  ?— 3 0  t o n s  f o r  t h e  M a r y b o r o u g h  t o  A v o c a  l i n e — s le e p e r s  a n d  p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s  
o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  M e s s r s .  M i l n e  a n d  G a r t l y ,  1 0 0 2 ^  to n s  s l e e p e r s ; 1 5 4 J  t o n s  p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s ;  
m a k i n g  a  t o t a l  t o n n a g e  o f  2 0 1 9 ^  t o n s .  A f t e r  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  w a s  c o m p le te d ,  b y  o r d e r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,

. t h e r e  w e r e  4 0  t o n s  m o r e  s l e e p e r s  g o t  f r o m  D u n o l l y ; w h i c h  m a k e s  a  t o t a l  a l t o g e t h e r  o f  2 0 5 9  to n s  s le e p e r s  
a n d  p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s ,  f r o m  D u n o l l y  to  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  M a r y b o r o u g h  a n d  B a l l a r a t  l in e ,  a n d  t h e  M a r y b o r o u g h  a n d  
A v o c a  l i n e .  T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  c o m p i le d  f r o m  t h e  R a i l w a y  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  I  a m  q u i t e  s u r e  a r e  a c c u r a t e .

6 7 9 3 .  S o  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p l a c e s  t o  g e t  s l e e p e r s  i s ,  t o  g o  t o  D u n o l l y  ?— T h e  l i v i n g  f a c t  is  b e f o r e  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e .

6 7 9 4 .  H a v e  y o u  g o t  a  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  t h a t  w i l l  b e  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  D u n o l ly  
a n d  S t .  A r n a u d  l i n e ? — I  h a v e  t h e  e s t im a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  t a k e n  i n  1 8 7 1 — a  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  l i n e — t h a t  is  to  
s a y ,  I  t a k e  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f r o m  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  a n d  g o  t o  I r i s h t o w n .  A l l  t h o s e  p l a c e s  w i l l  b e  e a s t  o f  t h e  
A v o c a  R i v e r ,  w h i c h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w o u l d  b e  w i t h i n  a  r a d i u s  o f  t h e  t e n  m i l e s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l i n e  D u n o l ly  to  
S t .  A r n a u d  ; s i n c e  t h e n  I  m a y  f a i r l y  e s t im a t e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  I  a m  q u i t e  s u r e  I  a m  in s id e  w h e n  I  s a y  
i t  i s  5 0  p e r  c e n t ,  o v e r  t h e  n u m b e r  u p  t o  t h e  p o i n t  I  t a k e ,  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k ,  e a s t  o f  A v o c a ,  5 3  ; A r c h d a l e ,  61  ; 
B e a l ib a ,  2 0 7  ; M o l i a g u l ,  5 8 4  ; G o l d s b o r o u g h ,  2 5 3  ; M o l i a g u l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A r e a ,  2 7 6  ; I r i s h t o w n ,  1 7 3  ; 
t o t a l  1 6 0 7 — a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  5 0  p e r  c e n t ,  u p  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  m a k e s  t h e  t o t a l  2 4 1 0  ; a n d  I  a m  p e r f e c t ly  
s u r e  I  a m  u n d e r  t h e  m a r k .  N e x t  I  g o  f r o m  C o c h r a n e ’s  C r e e k ,  n o r t h  o f  B e a l i b a  f ro m  t h e  t o w n s h i p —  
C o c h r a n e ’s  C r e e k ,  1 2 0 ;  M c I n t y r e ’s , 1 3 0  ; T u r n s t a l l ’s , 1 0 0 ;  W e h l a ,  2 0 0  ; B u r k e ’s  F l a t ,  4 0 0 ;  O r v i l le ,  
9 0 0  ; E m u ,  1 0 0 ;  S y n n o t t ’s, 1 0 0  ; t o t a l  f o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  2 0 5 0 .  N e x t  I  a d d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t o w n  o f  T a r n a g u l l a ,  1 6 0 0 ,  c o n f in in g  m y s e l f  to  a  r a d i u s  o f  t e n  m i le s  o f  t h e  l i n e ; t h a t  i s  a  t o t a l  o f  6 1 6 0  
i n d i v i d u a l s .

6 7 9 5 .  T o  b e  s e r v e d  b y  t h i s  l i n e  ?— T o  b e  s e r v e d  e a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r ,  a n d  w i t h i n  a  r a d iu s  o f  
t e n  m i l e s  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  l i n e  a s  l a i d  d o w n .

6 7 9 6 .  T h a t  d i s p o s e s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n — t h a t  i s  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  c a n  g iv e  m e  a b o u t  t h e  p o p u ­
l a t i o n  ?— T h a t  i s  a l l .

6 7 9 7 .  C a n  y o u  g iv e  m e  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  S t a t e  s c h o o l s — a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e ,  & c . ?— I  c a n . 
M i n e  i s  v e r i f i e d  b y  t h e  i n s p e c t o r ,  M r .  B o la m .

6 7 9 8 .  D o e s  t h a t  t a l l y  w i t h  t h e  a c c o u n t  r e a d  o u t  b y  p r e v i o u s  w i t n e s s e s  t o  S i r  C h a r l e s  S la d e n  ?—  
S o m e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  I  d o  n o t  t o u c h  u p o n .  I  o n l y  t a k e  t h o s e  e a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r .  I  
d o  n o t  r e f e r  to  L a n d s b o r o u g h ,  R e d b a n k ,  M o o n a m b e l ,  o r  S t u a r t  M i l l .  T h o s e  p l a c e s  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  to  c o m e  
b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e .  A l l  t h o s e  p l a c e s  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  f o r e i g n  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y  ; t h e y  a r e  c l e a n  o u t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a l t o g e t h e r .  Y o u  m i g h t  a s  w e l l  g o  to  H o r s h a m .  T h e y  a r e  w e l l  s e r v e d  b y  a  r a i l w a y  a l r e a d y .

6 7 9 9 .  W h i c h  o f  t h o s e  s c h o o ls  d o  y o u  c o n s id e r  a l t o g e t h e r  f o r e i g n  t o  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  a n d  o f  w h i c h  th e  
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e r e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  in t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ?— F i r s t  o f  a l l  I  t a k e  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i c e  o f  
t h o s e — t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e m — b u t  s o m e  o f  t h e m  I  Avas p e r f e c t l y  s t r u c k  "w ith . F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  is  S t u a r t  
M i l l ; t h e y  s a y  t h e r e  is  1 5 3  s c h o l a r s  t h e r e .  I  d o u b t  t h e  f a c t — I  d o u b t  t h e  a s s e r t i o n .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  o n ly  a n  
a s s e r t i o n .

6 8 0 0 .  A l t h o u g h  i t  c a m e  f ro m , o r  w a s  s a id  to  c o m e  f r o m , t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  ?— I  d o u b t  t h e  
a s s e r t i o n ,  f r o m  m y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I  h a v e  l i v e d  t h e r e  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e r e  e v e r  s in c e  I  w a s  a  b o y .

6 8 0 1 .  W i l l  y o u  g i v e  m e  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h o s e  s c h o o ls  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  in to  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ?— F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  L a n d s b o r o u g h .

6 8 0 2 .  W h a t  a b o u t  S t u a r t  M i l l  ?— Y e s  ; t h a t  i s  r i g h t .
6 8 0 3 .  A n y  o t h e r  s c h o o ls  ?— B a r k l y  a n d  N a v a r r e .
6 8 0 4 .  T h o s e  a r e  t h r e e  s c h o o ls  t h a t  a r e  a l t o g e t h e r  f o r e i g n  to  t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  a n d  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  t a k e n  

i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ?— N o t  i n  m y  o p in io n .
6 8 0 5 .  C o m in g  t o  t h e  l i s t  o f  S t a t e  s c h o o ls ,  a n d  t h e  nAre r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  m a d e  o u t ,  w il l  

y o u  g i v e  m e  t h e i r  n a m e s  ?— I  w i l l .  J o n e s ’s C r e e k ,  6 0  ; T a r n a g u l l a ,  1 7 9  ; M u r p h y ’s  C r e e k ,  2 0 ;  M o l ia g u l ,  
6 7  ; I n k e r m a n ,  9 4  ; B e a l ib a ,  8 0  ; M c I n t y r e ’s , 5 5  ; B u r k e ’s  . F l a t  a n d  W e h l a ,  1 5 0 . I  m i g h t  s t a te ,  o f 
B u r k e ’s  F l a t  a n d  W e h l a ,  I  h a v e  n o t  g o t  t h e  o f f ic ia l  r e t u r n  f o r  t h a t  p o r t io n ,  b u t  I  a m  q u i t e  s u r e  I  a m  
u n d e r  t h e  m a r k ,  f r o m  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n 'I  h a v e  r e c e iv e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s c h o o ls  a b o u t  t o  b e  o p e n e d .  T h e  
f i r s t  a t  M o u n t  H o o g h l y ,  t o  a c c o m m o d a te  2 5  s c h o la r s .  T h i s ,  y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d ,  i s  a  r e t u r n  I  o b t a in e d  a s  
l a t e  a s  l a s t  F r i d a y  f r o m  M r .  B o la m .

6 8 0 6 .  H e  is  a n  i n s p e c t o r  o f  s c h o o ls  ?— H e  i s  a n  i n s p e c t o r .  I  m a y  s a y  h e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t .
6 8 0 7 .  Y o u  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  o n e  n e w  s c h o o l  ?— I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  o n e  n e w  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e r e  is  o n e  

a t  A r c h d a l e  t o  a c c o m m o d a te  3 0  ; a n d  t h e r e  i s  o n e  a t  E m u  B r i d g e ,  a l s o  f o r  3 0  ; t h a t  i s  a l l .  W i t h  th o s e  
n u m b e r s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a n  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  8 1 5 ,  o r ,  u p o n  t h e  r o l l ,  1 2 0 0 .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I  c a n  g iv e  
y o u  .e v e n  a t  D u n o l l y — t h e r e  i s  u p o n  t h e  r o l l  a t  D u n o l l y  ( t h i s  is  a  g u id e  f o r  y o u )  a n  a v e r a g e  a t t e n d a n c e  
o f  2 0 0 ,  w h e r e a s  t h e r e  a r e  u p o n  t h e  r o l l  3 7 8  ; so  i f  t h a t  f o l lo w s  i n  o n e  s c h o o l ,  i t  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  a p p l y  to  t h e  
o t h e r s .  S o  w e  c o m e  t o  a  t o t a l  u p o n  t h e  r o l l  o f  1 2 0 0  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  c h i ld r e n  a r e  w i t h i n  1 0  m i le s  o f  
t h e  r a i l w a y .

6 8 0 8 .  N o w  c a n  y o u  g i v e  m e  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  n u m b e r  o f  s e l e c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  t r i a l  s u r v e y e d  l in e  
w i t h i n  1 0  m i l e s  f r o m  A v o c a  t o  S t .  A r n a u d  ?— Y e s  ; I  c a n  g i v e  y o u  t h a t  m o s t  c o r r e c t ly ,  a n d  I  c a n  g iv e  y o u  
t h e  s a m e  f o r  t h e  D u n o l l y .  I  s h a l l  m a k e  c o m p a r i s o n s .  T h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  n u m b e r  o f  s e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  1 0  m ile s  
o f  t h e  t r i a l  l i n e  s u r v e y e d  f r o m  A v o c a  t o  S t .  A r n a u d ,  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s id e  i s  3 4 8 ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  4 1 ,5 5 0  a c r e s  ; 
o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e  t h e r e  a r e  3 6 8  s e l e c t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  3 7 ,2 0 0  a c r e s — m a k i n g  a  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s e le c t io n s  
f o r  t h e  A v o c a  t r i a l  l i n e  o f  7 1 6  s e l e c t i o n s ,  w i t h  7 8 ,7 5 0  a c r e s .  T h e  n e x t  I  t u r n  t o  i s  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  
p r o v id e d  b y  t h e  D u n o l l y  r o u t e  : t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s e l e c t i o n s ,  1 2 2 0 .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  a c r e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
th o s e  i s  1 6 1 ,5 7 0  a c r e s .  T h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b y  t h e  A v o c a  l in e  is  7 1 6 ,  a s  I  s a id  b e f o r e ,  w i t h  a n  

a v e r a g e  o f  7 8 ,7 5 0 .  N o w  I  c o m e  d o w n  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  n u m b e r s  d o w n .



6 8 0 9 .  S h o w i n g  a  b a l a n c e  in  f a v o r  o f  D im o l ly  o f  h o w  m a n y  ?— T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  s e l e c t i o n s  p r o v id e d  M r.t.Sander* 
f o r  b y  t h e  D n n o l l y  l i n e ,  o u t s i d e  a  t e n - m i l e  r a d i u s  o f  t h e  A v o c a  l in e ,  is  5 0 4 ,  c o n t a i n i n g  8 2 ,8 2 0  a c r e s .  n t^ s e p S s ? .  
N e x t  I  c o m e  t o  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  p r o v i d e d  f o r  b y  t h e  A v o c a  l in e . O u t s i d e  a  t e n - m i l e  r a d i u s  o f  t h e  D n n o l l y
l in e ,  a s  1 3 5  s e l e c t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  1 4 ,2 5 0  a c r e s .  T h e n  1 c o m e  to  t h e  g r a n d  t o t a l  in  f a v o r  o f  
t h e  D n n o l l y  l i n e ,  a s  3 6 9  s e l e c t i o n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  6 8 ,5 7 0  a c r e s ,  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  D n n o l l y  r o u t e ,  I  
m i g h t  s a y .

6 8 1 0 .  S o  t h a t ,  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d ,  i t  is  6 8 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  in  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  q u a n t i t y  s e l e c t e d  o n  t h e  A v o c a  
l i n e  t h a t  s t a n d s  i n  f a v o r  o f  D n n o l l y  ?— Y e s  ; a n d  I  h a v e  g o t  M r .  B y r o n  M o o r e ’s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  I  a m  b a c k e d  u p  b y  h i s  s i g n e d  d o c u m e n t s  f o r  a  f a c t  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .

6 8 1 1 .  Y o u  a r e  g i v i n g  in  i n f o r m a t i o n  n o w  f ro m  data f u r n i s h e d  to  y o u  b y  t h e  D e p u t y  S u r v e y o r -  
G e n e r a l  ?— Y e s ;  a n d  I  m i g h t  f u r t h e r  g o  o n  t o  s a y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  a c r e s  n e a r  S t .  A r n a u d  
t h a t  w o u l d  b e  e q u a l l y  w e l l  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e  a s  w e  a r e  b y  t h e  D n n o l l y .  B y  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  
I  h a v e  m a d e ,  I  p u t  t h e  A v o c a  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s a m e  p o s i t i o n  a s  w e  a r e  o u r s e l v e s .  I  s t a r t e d  f r o m  A v o c a ,  a n d  
I  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ,  a n d  I  f i n i s h e d  a t  S t .  A r n a u d .  I  h a v e  d o n e  t h e  s a m e  f r o m  D u n o l l y  
t o  S t .  A r n a u d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  I  h a v e  n e i t h e r  f a v o r e d  t h e  o n e  n o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  g i v e n  y o u  a  f a i r  a v e r a g e  o f  
b o t h  s id e s .

6 8 1 2 .  By the Hon. J. Balfour.— H o w  f a r  i s  T a r n a g u l l a  f r o m  D u n o l l y  ?— N o t  q u i t e  t e n  m i le s .
6 8 1 3 .  W h e r e  w o u l d  t h e  T a r n a g u l l a  p e o p l e  j o in  t h e  r a i l w a y  ? S u p p o s e  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  w e r e  c o n ­

s t r u c t e d ,  w h a t  s t a t i o n  w o u l d  t h e y  g o  t o  ?— S o m e  w o u ld  g o  t o  G - o ld s b o r o u g h ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w o u l d  c o m e  to  

D i m o l ly .
6 8 1 4 .  B u t  T a r n a g u l l a  i s  a  t o w n s h i p  ? — T a r n a g u l l a  is  a  b o r o u g h .
6 8 1 5 .  F o r  t h e  t o w n s h i p  p a r t  o f  i t ,  w h i c h  w o u ld  b e  t h e  b e s t  s t a t i o n  ?— S i x  o f  o n e  a n d  h a l f  a  d o z e n  o f  

t h e  o t h e r .
6 8 1 6 .  D u n o l l y  w o u l d  d o  ?— Y e s .
6 8 1 7 .  I f  t h e  l i n e  w e r e  n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e y  c o u ld  g o  to  D u n o l l y  ?— Y e s .
6 8 1 8 .  Y o u  i n c l u d e  T a r n a g u l l a  b o t h  i n  y o u r  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h o s e  o f  s e l e c t i o n  ?— I  d o  ; b u t  

y o u  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  m e ,  t h a t  I  k e e p  w i t h i n  t e n  m i l e s  n o r t h .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  n o r t h  o f  T a r n a ­

g u l l a  I  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e .
6 8 1 9 .  S t i l l  T a r n a g u l l a  i s  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?— Y e s  ; b u t  w e  w a n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  

n o r t h  o f  S t .  A r n a u d  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  D u n o l l y .
6 8 2 0 .  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k .  Y o u  i n c l u d e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h a t  u p o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  t h e  R i v e r  A v o c a  in  

y o u r  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  ?— Y e s .
6 8 2 1 .  B u t  e v e n  a  g o o d  p a r t  o f  t h a t  u p o n  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r  w o u l d  b e  n e a r e r  t h e  d i r e c t  

V a l l e y  l i n e  t h a n  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?— N o t  a  s h a d o w  o f  a  d o u b t  a b o u t  i t .
6 8 2 2 .  T h e n  t h a t  p a r t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?— T h e  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  p e o p le  ( a s  

i t  h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e )  a r e  a l r e a d y  .w e l l  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  r a i l w a y s ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  o n e  w i t h i n  

e i g h t  m i l e s .
6 8 2 3 .  T h e n  i n  y o u r  s t a t i s t i c s  y o u  t h i n k  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  s t r u c k  o u t  a n d  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  a l l  ? I

w i s h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  h a v e  t h e  f u l l  b e n e f i t  o f  m y  e v i d e n c e  a s  a  w i t n e s s .
6 8 2 4 .  D o  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h e n  t h a t  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k ,  w h o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  n e a r  t o  t h e

A v o c a  V a l l e y ,  s h o u l d  s t i l l  b e  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?— I  h a v e  g i v e n  e v e r y  o n e  c r e d i t .
6 8 2 5 .  T e l l  m e  t h i s — c a n  y o u  a n s w e r  t h i s — • I n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  y o u  g a v e  t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M r .  C u t h -

b e r t ,  y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k  o n  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  A v o c a  R i v e r  a s  b e n e f i t e d  r 
b y  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  ?— T o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  i t  w o u l d  b e .

6 8 2 6 .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  n e a r e r  t o  t h e  A v o c a  V a l l e y  l i n e ? — Y e s .
6 8 2 7 .  T h e n  i f  y o u r  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a l l  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  T a r n a g u l l a  a n d  N a t t e  Y a l l o c k ,  y o u  l e a d  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  i s  f u t i l e ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  p o s s i b l y  b e n e f i t e d  a l r e a d y  b y  l i n e s  
e x i s t i n g ?— I  o n l y  w i s h  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M r .  B a l f o u r  w a s  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d  b e t w e e n  D u n o l l y  a n d  S t .  A r n a u d ;

h e  w o u l d  h o t  p u t  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  b e s t  r o u t e .  . '
6 8 2 8 .  A s  t o  s c h o o l s ,  y o u  h a v e  g i v e n  B e a l i b a  ; I  a m  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  s c h o o ls  in  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e

d i s t r i c t  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  D u n o l l y  l i n e  w o u l d  p a s s  ?— Y e s .
6 8 2 9 .  B e a l i b a  ?— Y e s .
6 8 3 0 .  M c I n t y r e ’s .— Y e s .
6 8 3 1 .  M o l i a g u l  ? — Y e s .
6 8 3 2 .  K o o r e h  ?— I  h a v e  n o t  g o t  t h a t  o n e  i n .
6 8 3 3 .  T h e  t h r e e  n e w  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  p r o p o s e d ,  o n e  a t  E m u  B r i d g e  ? Y e s .

6 8 3 4 .  O n e  a t  A r c h d a l e ? — Y e s .
6 8 3 5 .  A n d  o n e  o t h e r  o n e  y o u  m e n t i o n e d  ?— Y e s .
6 8 3 6 .  W h a t  o t h e r s  s i n c e  h a v e  y o u  ?— I  w i l l  r e a d  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .  ?
6 8 3 7 .  I  w o u l d  r a t h e r  h e a r  o n l y  t h o s e  t h a t  I  h a v e  o m i t t e d  ?— 1  o u  h a v e  n o t  g o t  J o n e s  s  C r e e k .

6 8 3 8 .  W h e r e  i s  t h a t  ?— I t  i s  t h e  t o w n s h i p  o f  W a n y a r r a .
6 8 3 9 .  I s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h a t  s c h o o l  l a i d  d o w n  u p o n  t h a t  m a p —{handing a map to the witne ) .
6 8 4 0 .  W o u l d  y o u  k i n d l y  s a y  w h e r e  ?— T o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  D u n o l l y .
6 8 4 1 .  H o w  f a r  f r o m  D u n o l l y  ?— F i v e  m i le s .

,  e s S :  m V e t  " o 7 ' “ - N e a r  O ld  D n n o l l y ,  a b o u t  h a l t  a  m i l e  n o r t h  o f  O ld  D u n o l l y -  

f iv e  m i l e s — i t  m i g h t  b e  s i x .

6 8 4 5  A n y  o t h e r  s c h o o l? — N o o t h e r  s c h o o l  t h a t  I  k n o w  o f . P a r d o n  m e  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  y o u  t a k e ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  C h e i^ S ^ T r e e  C r e e k  s e h o o . ,  t h a t  is  j u s t  u p o n  ^ e  w e s t  b a n k  o  
s p h n ln r q  m m p  f r o m  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e ,  a n d  o n e  h a l t  t h e  s c n o ia ib  a t  j.
t i t  ,  L s ^ u e n d ™  i f  y o u  p u t  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  u p o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s id e ,  y o u  c o u ld  s h o w ,  I  t h i n k ,  t w o  t o  o n e  f o r  

t h ° s ;  u p t m  * e w w e s t e m gs u e . t  ^  ^  ^  tQ ^  ^  t l ) e  n u m b e r  u p o n  t h e  r o l l  a s  1 5 3  ; y o u  d i s p u t e

f t a t ? ^ r w r M n ^ r " » k e t br e e t t nr i ^ 7 b y  g e t t i n g  t h a t  f r o m  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  ? - Y e s .

The witness withdrew.
2  c

R a i l w a y s .  ■



APPENDIX A.

A T T E S T E D  C O P Y  O F  G R A N T  T O  T H E  M E L B O U R N E  R A I L W A Y  C O M P A N Y .

V i c t o r i a , by the Grace of God of the U nited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the
Faith, and so forth : To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting:

W hereas, by an A ct of the Parliam ent of Victoria, No. 43, certain persons therein named or referred to became 
united into a company incorporated by the name of The Melbourne and Suburban Kailway Company: And whereas, by an 
A ct of the Parliam ent of Victoria, No. 134, it is enacted that it should be law ful for the said company to contract as therein 
mentioned for the sale of the undertaking of the company and all and singular the property, real and personal, of or 
belonging to the said company, and, on payment of the purchase-money, to transfer the said undertaking and real and 
personal property as therein mentioned unto the purchasers : And it is thereby further enacted that, upon the execution
of a deed of transfer in manner therein mentioned, the purchase-money therein stated should be converted into and become 
shares of Ten pounds each, and such shares should constitute the capital of the company thereby incorporated; and the 
persons who should become such purchasers, and all persons and corporations who should at any time or tim es thereafter 
become the holders or proprietors of such shares, and their several and respective executors, administrators, successors, and 
assigns should be united into a railway company, for the purpose of taking and holding the said undertaking and property 
and making, completing, and m aintaining the railway and works authorised to be constructed by the said Melbourne and 
Suburban Kailway Company, and for such purposes and other the purposes mentioned in the now reciting A ct should be 
incorporated by the name of The Melbourne Railway Com pany: And whereas, by deed under their common seal, dated the 
second day of April, One thousand eight hundred and six ty  two, made between the said Melbourne and Suburban Railway 
Company of the one part and Hugh Glass, W illiam John Clarke, Robert Caldwell, Patrick H iggings, Alexander Joske, and 
John Filson, therein described of the other part, the said Melbourne and Suburban Railway Company, in exercise and execution 
of the powers and authorities given to them  by the said recited Act, transferred unto the said Hugh Glass, William John 
Clarke, Robert Caldwell, Patrick H iggings, A lexander Joske, and John Filson and their heirs the undertaking of the said 
com pany, and all and singular the property, real and personal, of or belonging to such company : And whereas the
Crown land hereinafter described was, before the commencement of the A ct of the Parliam ent of our colony of Victoria
numbered 145 (being the “ A ct to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the sale and occupation of Crown Lands”), 
promised and set apart for the purpose hereinafter appearing, and possession of such land was given : Now know ye that, 
in order to promote the construction and making of railways and internal communication in our colony of Victoria, we, of 
our mvn special grace, have granted, and for us, our heirs, and successors do hereby grant, unto the said Melbourne Railway 
Company, their successors and assigns, all that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement tw enty-eight acres two 
roods twenty-one perches, be the same more or less, situated in the parish of Jika Jika, county of Bourke, colony of Victoria, 
commencing at a point bearing north sixty-two degrees east one chain fifty-three links from the point of intersection of the 
south side of Flinders street w ith a prolongation of the east side of Swanston str ee t; thence north sixty-tw o degrees east 
fourteen chains seventy-eight lin k s ; thence south sixty-seven degrees ten m inutes east ninety links ; thence by a straight fine 
bearing north eiglity-ninc degrees forty-nine m inutes east six  chains fourteen links ; thence by a curved line, the radius of 
which is sixty chains, general bearing of curve easterly, length thereof tw elve chains fifty  links ; thence by a curved line, 
the radius of which is forty chains tw enty-six links, general bearing of curve easterly, length thereof ten chains fifty links; 
thence by a straight line bearing south sixty-one degrees three m inutes east tw enty-six  chains twelve links ; thence by a 
curved line having a radius of seventy-eight chains, general bearing of curve easterly, length thereof thirty-one chains 
sixty-five links to the w est side of the P unt road, by that side of the P unt road southerly two chains twenty-six lin k s; 
thence by a curved line having a radius of eighty chains tw enty-six  links, length thereof th irty-tw o chains fifty-eight links; 
thence by a straight line bearing north sixty-one degrees three m inutes Avest tw enty-six  chains tw elve links, crossing the 
Jolim ont road ; thence by a curved line having a radius of thirty-eight chains, general bearing of curve westerly, length 
thereof ten chains tAventy links; thence by a curved line parallel to and two chains tAventy-six lin ks’ distance from southerly 
of the northern curve, length of curve four chains twenty-two links, bearing Avesterly ; thence by a straight line bearing 
north eighty-eight degrees forty-nine minutes Avest eight chains ; thence by a straight line bearing south sixty-tw o degrees 
w est nineteen chains tAventy-five links; thence by a straight line bearing north tw enty-eight degrees Avest five chains seventy- 
seven links to the point of commencement. Secondly :—A ll that piece or parcel of land containing by admeasurement 
fifteen acres three roods seven perches, situate in the parish of Jika Jika, county o f Bourke, and colony of Victoria 
Commencing at a point on the east side o f M ary street, Richmond, bearing southerly tAvo chains eighty-eight links from the 
point of intersection of the east side of Mary street with the south side o f Svvan street ; thence by a straight line bearing 
east thirty-eight chains eighty-three links, crossing Elizabeth street, Burnley street, and Stavvell s tr ee t; thence by a curved 
line the radius of Avhich is thirty-six  chains, general bearing of curve north-easterly, and length thereof thirteen chains ; 
thence by a curved line the radius of Avhich is thirty-nine chains, general bearing of curve north-easterly, and length thereof 
fifteen chains scventy-tAvo links to the Avest side of H odgkinson’s crossing ; thence by a straight line bearing north forty-six 
degrees five minutes east four chains ninety-four links to the west bank of the Yarra Yarra River; thence by the said bank 
of the Yarra Yarra River south-easterly tivo chains tw enty-nine links more or less ; thence by a straight line bearing south 
forty-six  degrees five m inutes Avest five chains tAventy-one links to the Avest side o f H odgkinson’s crossing; thence by a 
curved line, the radius of which is forty-one chains tw enty-six links, general bearing of curve south-westerly, and length 
thereof seventeen chains forty-seven links ; thence by a curved line the radius of Avhich is th irty-eight chains tAventy-six 
links, general bearing south-Avesterly, and length of curve thirteen chains ; thence by a straight line bearing west thirty- 
eight chains eighty-three links crossing Stawell street, Burnley street, and Elizabeth street to the east side of Mary street, 
and by that side of Mary street northerly tivo chains tAventy-six links to the point of commencement, as the said tivo several 
pieces or parcels of land are more particularly delineated and described in the diagram or plan hereon and therein colored 
yelloAv : Together Avith all the rights, members’ privileges, and appurtenances Avhatsoever to the same lands respectively
belonging or in anyvvise appertaining, reserving and excepting nevertheless unto us our heirs and successors all gold and 
other m etals and all mines and minerals Avhatsoe\rer being in, upon, or under the said lands respectively hereby granted, 
w ith fu ll and free liberty and poAver to search and dig for, win, Avorlc, and take aAvay the same, and w ith the right of full 
and free ingress, egress, and regress into, out of, and upon the said lands respectively for such purposes, but, nevertheless, 
so as not to do or occasion any unnecessary damage to the raihvay or the Avorks or other the property of the said Melbourne 
Raihvay Company : And also reserving and excepting the use for such of our subjects and the people of our colony of 
Victoria, and in such manner as the Governor in Council shall from  tim e to tim e direct, all roads, streets, higliAvays, 
crossings, paths, bridges, Avatercourses, drains, seAvers, and other Avorks now running, lying, or being across, in, over, through, 
or under the said lands respectively : And also reserving and excepting for such use, and in such manner as aforesaid, all 
such part o f the said lands respectively as shall be required for carrying across, in, or through the same respectively such 
other raihvay or such trannvay, road, street, highAvay, crossing, path, bridge, canal, Avatercourse, drain, seAver, or other Avork 
as the Governor in Council shall direct to be carried across, in, or through the same respectively, Avith fu ll and free liberty 
of ingress, egress, and regress into, out of, and upon the said lands respectively at all reasonable tim es for such purposes, 
but so as not to do or occasion any unnecessary damage to the said raihvay or the Avorks or other property of the said 
Melbourne Raihvay Company, and making fu ll compensation for any damage Avhich m ay be done or occasioned in the 
carrying out of any such purposes. To have and to hold the said lands and premises unto the said Melbourne Raihvay 
Company their successors and assigns :  Provided nevertheless and a v c  do hereby expressly declare that this our Royal 
Grant is and shall be subject to the conditions, provisions, and declarations hereinafter mentioned, that is to say:— That the 
said lands respectively hereby granted, and the buildings and Avorks novv or to be at any tim e hereafter erected thereon, 
shall be at all times hereafter maintained and used as and for a raihA'ay and station and other buildings and Avorks connected 
therewith, in accordance with the provisions of the said recited A cts respectively, so far as the same respectively are now



applicable to  the said undertaking', and of any and every A ct by which the said Melbourne Railway Company is or shall be 
bound or affected, and so far as consistent therewith and not otherwise, and for no other purpose whatsoever : Provided 
also and we do hereby further declare that if  the said Melbourne Railway Company shall be dissolved or by any means 
become extinct and be no longer existent, or shall permit or suffer the said lands and premises or any part thereof 
respectively  to be used for or applied to any other than the purpose aforesaid, or to become out of proper order and repair, 
or shall alienate or attem pt to  alienate in fee simple or for any less estate or interest the said lands and prem ises or any 
part thereof respectively, save and except under and in pursuance of some law hereafter to be in force within the said 
colony, it  shall be law ful for us our heirs and successors, by any person or persons duly authorized in that behalf by the  
Governor or other officer for the tim e being administering the governm ent of our said colony, but subject to any law then  
in force providing for or dealing w ith any of the said cases, to re-enter upon the said land or any part thereof, and to hold, 
possess, and enjoy the same as fu lly  and effectually  to all intents and purposes as if  this Grant had not been made : In 
testim ony whereof, we have caused th is our Grant to be sealed with the seal o f our said colony.

W itness our trusty and well-beloved Sir H enry Barkly, K night Commander o f the M ost Honorable Order of the  
Bath, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief of our said colony and Vice-Adm iral of the same, at 
M elbourne, this sixteen th  day o f January in the tw enty-sixth  year of our reign and the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and sixty-three.

(Signed) H ENRY BARK LY. ( l . s . )

Registered under the Real Property A ct in the Register B ook vol. 1, fol. 84, the fourth day of June, 1863, at the hour of 
Three o’clock in  the afternoon.

( l .s . )  (S igned) J. C. HOLM,
Assistant Registrar-General.

Entered on record and enrolled in the office of the Registrar of the Supreme Court of the colony of V ictoria iu Register  
of M iscellaneous Grants No. 2, folio 24, this tw enty-ninth day of May, 1863.

(Signed) H ENRY KRONE,
A cting Registrar.

W e, the undersigned, hereby attest that the w riting contained in this and the five preceding sheets of paper* is a 
true and correct copy of the original grant, o f which it  purports to be a copy, having been examined and compared by us, 
this tw enty-eigh th  day of A ugust, a . d . 1877, w ith the said original Grant.

(S igned) F. G. SM IT H , J r .,) Clerks to Messrs. M alleson, England, and Stewart, 
W . D. M A C K A Y , j Solicitors, 24 Queen street, Melbourne.

A PPEN D IX  B.
Engineer-in-C hief’s Office, Railway Departm ent, 

g IK M elbourne, 10th September, 1877.
In reply to a question put to me by the Com m ittee of the L egislative Council on W ednesday last, the 5th instant, I 

have the honor to say, that the number of leve l crossings on the Outer Circle Railway is tw enty-five (25), a list of which
I  attach. , .

I  have the honor to be,
Sir,

The Honorable C. J. Jenner, M.P., Your . M
Chairman o f Com m ittees, ' T - H IG IN B U T H A M ,

L egislative Council. Engmeer-m-Chief.

Engineer-in-Chief’s Office, Railway Departm ent, 
Melbourne, 10th September, 1877.

O U T E R  CIRCLE R A IL W A Y .

No. I. M iller street
2. W ood street
3. Canning street
4. E rskine street
5. F lem ington road
6. Road in  R oyal Park
7. Park road

No. 8. Sydney road
9. Parkside East road 

1 o. Cameron street
11. B arkly street
12. Nicholson street
13. L okey’s lane

No. 14. Northcote road No. 20.
15. Heidelberg road 21.
16. W illesm ere road 22.
17. Road unnamed 23.
18. Bourke road 24.
19. Prospect H ill road 25.

T. H IG IN B  OTHAM ,

* In manuscript,



R E  P O R T

O F T H E

SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

ON

THE I l f l l M  ON PEIYATE PEOPEETY BILL,

TO G ETH ER W IT H

TH E PROCEEDINGS'OF COMMITTEE, M INUTES OF EVIDENCE,

AND APPENDICES.

ORDERED BY THE COUNCIL TO BE PRINTED, 2 2 » d  NOVEMBER, 1677.

33g autfjoritg:
JO H N  F E R R E S , GOVERNMENT P R IN T E R , M ELBOURNE.



T U E S D A Y , 2 3 r d  OCTOBER, 1877.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable R. S. Anderson presented a  Petition , signed by W . Lane and another, on the subject of the 
M ining on Private Property Bill.

Petition received.
T he Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk.
The Honorable R. S. Anderson m oved, That the P etition  be referred to the Committee to which the Mining on Private  

Property B ill m ay be referred.
Question—put and passed.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable A . Fraser presented a P etition  from the Seven H ills Estate Freehold Company (Lim ited) 
K ingston, and under the seal thereof, on the subject o f the M ining on P rivate  Property B ill.

Petition received.
The P etition  was read at the Table by the Clerk.
The Honorable A . Fraser moved, T hat the P etitio n  be referred to the Committee to which the M ining on Private? 

Property B ill m ay be referred.
Question—put and passed.

M i n i n g  o x  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l . — The Order o f the D ay for the second reading of th is B ill being read, the Honorable
H. Cuthbert moved, That the B ill be now read a second tim e.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and passed.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, That the B ill  be now considered in Committee o f the whole Council.
Am endm ent moved by the Honorable J. A . W allace, T hat all the words after the word “ T hat ” be omitted, w ith a view  

to insert the words “ the B ill be referred to a Select Com m ittee.”
Debate en su ed .,
Question— That the words proposed to be om itted be so om itted—put and passed.
Q uestion—T hat the words proposed to  be inserted be so inserted— put and passed.
Question— That the B ill be referred to a Select Com m ittee—put and passed.
The Honorable J . A . W allace moved, T hat the Com m ittee consist of ten Members, and that the follow ing be the 

Members o f the Committee, v i z . :—The Honorables Dr. Dobson, N . Fitzgerald, F. T . Sargood, J. Balfour, T. T. 
a’B eckett, R. Simson, Sir S. W ilson, R. D . Reid, J . P. Bear, and the M over ; and that such Committee have power to 
call for persons and papers, and have power to  sit on days on which the Council does not sit.

Question—put and passed.

W E D N E SD A Y , 31sr OCTOBER, 1877.

P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable Dr. Dobson presented a Petition, signed by F . A . W alsh, sty ling  him self attorney for the Bank 
of New South W ales, and praying that certain alterations may be made in the Mining on Private Property Bill. 

Petition received, and, on the motion o f the Honorable D r. Dobson referred to the Select Com m ittee on the Mining on 
P rivate Property B ill.

T H U R S D A Y , 1 s t  N O V E M B E R , 1877.

• P e t i t i o n . — The Honorable D r .  Dobson presented a Petition , signed by Peter McWhae and others, praying that a clause 
may be inserted in the M ining on P rivate  Property, to save existing interests.

Petition received.
T he Petition was read at the Table by the Clerk, and was, ou the motion o f the Honorable Dr. Dobson, referred to the 

Select Committee on the Mining on Private P roperty  B ill.

T H U R S D A Y , 2 2 n d  NO VEM BER, 1877.

M i n i n g  o n  P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  B i l l . — R e p o r t  o p  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e . —The Honorable J. A . W allace brought up the 
Report o f the Select Committee, to which was referred, on the 23rd ultim o, the M ining on P rivate Property Bill. 

The Report was read at the Table by the Clerk.
The Honorable J . A . Wallace moved, T hat the Report be printed, with the Evidence and Appendices.
Question—put and passed.



R E P O R T .

T h e  S elect  C ommittee appointed by your Honorable House, during the 
present Session of Parliament, in reference to the Mining on Private 
Property Bill, have the honor to submit the following Report, and 
recommend as follows :—

1. That a lease shall issue to all parties who may have been mining for gold 
on private lands under an agreement, either by a lease or otherwise, made on or before 
the first day of October 1877, if the parties or either of them in connection with such 
agreement apply for said lease within three months of the passing of the said Bill 
into law.

2. That power be given to the Governor in Council to enter upon lands to 
mine on.

3. That compensation should be estimated and paid to owner before commence­
ment of works.

4. That compensation should be settled by Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 
if not agreed upon by the parties ; in estimating compensation, consequential damages 
to be taken into consideration.

5. Regulations to be contained in Bill.

6. That rent or royalty to be reserved to the Crown should be One shilling per 
acre per annum.

7. That private owners mining without a lease be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding Five pounds, or to forfeit all gold obtained, but this shall not apply to bond 

fide  prospecting.
8. That no lease include lands within one hundred and fifty yards of any house, 

woolshed, sheepwTtsh, vineyard, garden, shrubberies, &c., &c., as in clause 16, without 
the consent of the owner.

8 a . That wardens shall have power on application of owner to authorize 
inspection and grant an injunction to restrain an encroachment.

9. That power be given to convey water for mining purposes through lands 
other than those included in the lease, compensation being allowed as in clause 4 of 
this Report.

10. That no person shall mine upon or under any public highway, street, or
road without an order permitting him so to do from the corpoiation having the caie
and management of such public highway, street, or load.

11. That the owner be defined to include mortgagee and lessee.

Committee-room,
22nd N o v e m b e r  1877.

JOHN A. WALLACE,
Chairman.





P R O C E E D I N G S  O F  T H E  C O M M I T T E E .

T H U R SD A Y , 2 5 t i i  OCTOBER 1877.
Members presen t;

The Hon. R. Sim son | The Hon. J . P . Bear
The Hon. Sir Sam uel W ilson.

No business done.

T he Hon. J. A . W allace  
Sir S. W ilsou  
Dr. Dobson  
N. Fitzgerald  
T. T. a ’B eckett

T U E S D A Y , 3 0 t h  OCTOBER 1 8 77 .

Members present:
The Hon. J . P . Bear  

R. D. Reid 
J . Balfour 
R. Simson.

The H on. J . A. W allace was appointed chairman.
The Com m ittee deliberated on the dealing w ith ex istin g  contracts, and the Hon. N . F itzgerald moved the following 

resolution :— “ A ll contracts made between the owners o f private lands and other persons, for  m ining in  or on such private 
lands for gold or silver, before the decision of the P rivy  Council as to gold being the property of the Crown, m ay be regis­
tered by either or any o f the parties thereto leaving a copy of such contract at the Office o f the Minister, and i f  so regis­
tered w ithin six  months after the passing of this A ct, shall be binding at law and in equity , and m ay be enforced as if  they  
had been legal contracts at the tim e they were entered into, and all persons claim ing the benefit o f m ining for gold or silver 
under any such contract shall, after registration thereof, take and execute a lease in accordance with the regulations herein­
after mentioned ; but i f  such lease be not applied for w ithin  six  months after the passing o f this Act, the mines, the subject 
of such contracts, m ay be applied for by any person under th is A c t.”

A greed to.
Certain am endm ents proposed to be made in the B ill by  the Chairman were read by the Clerk, and ordered to be

^ * T he Clerk was directed to summon Messrs. Jones, W eddell, Borimer, and the Hon. D avid Moore, to g ive evidence, 
at three p.m. on W ednesday ; and M essrs. Chalk, Bane, and M oule for half-past tw o p.m. on Thursday.

Committee adjourned until three o ’clock on W ednesday.

W E D N E SD A Y , 3 1 s t  OCTOBER, 1 8 7 7 .

M embers presen t:
T he Hon. J .  A . W a l l a c e ,  in  the chair ;

The Hon. N . F itzgerald  
D r. Dobson  
R. D . Reid

T he Hon. D avid Moore was exam ined.
Mr. Jam es Buchanan w as exam ined.
Mr. A lexander M cV itty  was exam ined.
Mr. W illiam  Rogerson was examined.
T he Com m ittee adjourned until half-past tw o o’clock on Thursday.

T he Hon. J . P . Bear
! Sir S. W ilson  

i T . T . a ’Beckett.

T H U R S D A Y , 1st NO VEM BER, 1877 .

M em bers present:
T he Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e ,  in the chair ;

T he H on. R . Sim son  
R. D. Reid  
J . P . Bear  
T . T. a ’B eck ett

Mr. W eddell was exam ined.
M r. Borimer was examined.
M r. Jones was exam ined.
Mr. W alsh w as examined.
T he com m ittee adjourned until tw o o clock on W ednesday.

T he Hon. J . Balfour
Sir S. W ilson  
Dr. Dobson.

W E D N E SD A Y , 7 t h  N O V EM BER  1877 .

Members presen t;
T he H on. J . A . W a l l a c e ,  in the ch a ir;

The Hon. R. Simson
The Hon. R. D . Reid

F . T . Sargood  
J . P . Bear  
N . F itzgerald

M r. Grant was examined.
Mr! Chalk w as exam ined. _

M c B o u g h l in  was exam ined. .
Mr.' Turpey (M ayor o f Ballarat E ast) w as examined.

O ri«T tor™ m T ^ e,L n e and Mr. Moule for tall-past two on Tuesday.
Committee adjourned.

Dr. Dobson 
Sir S. W ilson.



T U E SD A Y , 1 3 t h  NO VEM BER 1877.
Members presen t;

The Hon .J . A . W a l l a c e ,  in the chair ;
The Hon. T. T .a ’B eckett 

F. T . Sargood 
J. P . Bear

The Hon. R. Simson
Sir S. W ilson  
R. D. Reid.

The Hon. T. T . a’B eckett handed in additional clause as to compensation, which was ordered to be printed.
Mr. W . Lane was examined.
Mr. F . G. Moule was examined.
The Hon. F. T. Sargood handed in amendment to clause 9, which was ordered to be printed.
Committee deliberated.
The Hon. T. T. a’B eckett proposed, “ That all ex isting contracts be legalized, if  applied for by either party.” 
Seconded by Sir S. W ilson.
Committee deliberated, and adjourned until half-past two on Tuesday.

T U E S D A Y , 2 0 t h  NO VEM BER, 1877.
Members presen t:

The Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e ,  in the chair ;
The Hon. R. Simson 

R. D . Reid 
J . P . Bear 
Sir S. W ilson

The Hon. J . Balfour 
Dr. Dobson 
N. Fitzgerald  
F. T. Sargood.

The Committee discussed certain principles proposed to be embodied in the B ill, and the following precis, prepared 
by the Hon. Dr. Dobson, was ordered to be printed :—

D R A F T  PRO PO SED P R IN C IPL E S OF AC T FO R M INING  ON P R IV A T E  PRO PER TY.
1. Legalize contracts existing at date of judgm ent of P rivy  Council in W oolley v. Ironstone H ill Company.
2. Power to take lands for mining purposes i f  owner refuse to permit mining.
3. Compensation to be estim ated and paid to owner before commencement of works.
4. Compensation to be settled by Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, i f  not agreed upon by the parties.
5. Regulations to be contained in Bill.
6. R ent or royalty to be reserved to the Crown— Is per acre.
7. Private owners mining without a lease liable to forfeit all gold obtained. ,
8. No lease to include lands within 100 yards of house, gardens, &c., &c., w ithout the consent of owner.
9. Power to drive tunnels and convey water through lands other than those included in the lease.

The Committee adjourned until half-past two O’clock next day.

W E D N E SD A Y , 2 1 s t  NO VEM BER, 1877.
Members presen t:

The Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e ,  in the chair ;
The Hon. J. Balfour | The Hon. R. Simson

R. D . Reid | N. Fitzgerald
F . T. Sargood I Sir S. W ilson
J . P . Bear | Dr. Dobson

The Committee resumed discussion on the series o f  proposed principles subm itted on the previous day, and the 
follow ing were agreed to as amended :—

1. Legalize contracts existing at 1st October, 1877.
2. Pow er for Governor in Council to take lands to mine on if  owner refuse to permit mining.
3. Compensation to be estim ated and paid to owner before commencement of works.
4. Compensation to be settled by Lands Clauses Consolidation A ct, i f  not agreed upon by the parties.
5. Regulations to be contained in Bill.
6. R ent or royalty to be reserved to thp Crown— Is. per acre per annum.
7. P rivate owners m ining without a lease liable to a penalty not exceeding £ 5 , or to forfeit a ll gold obtained,

but th is shall not apply to bona fide  prospecting.
8. No lease to include lands w ithin 150 yards of house, woolslied, slieepwash, vineyards, gardens, shrubberies,

&c., &c., as in clause 16, w ithout the consent o f owner.
8a . W ardens to have power on application o f owner to authorize inspection, and grant an injunction to restrain

encroachment.
No. 9 was as follow s :—

Power to convey water for m ining purposes through lands other than those included in the lease, compensation 
being allowed, as in clause 3.

On the question being put, the Committee divided.
Contents. N ot Contents.

The Hon. J. A . W allace The Hon. Sir S. W ilson
R. D . Reid R. Simson
N. Fitzgerald J . P. Bear
F. T . Sargood F . S. Dobson.

The numbers being equal the Chairman gave his casting vote with the Contents, and the clause was declared to be 
carried.
The follow ing clauses were agreed to :—

10. No person shall mine upon or under any public highway, street, or road, without an order perm itting him so 
to do, from the corporation having the care and management of such public highway, street, or road.

11. Owner to be defined to include m ortgagee and lessee.
The Committee adjourned until 2.30 next day.

T H U R SD A Y , 2 2 n d  NO VEM BER, 1877.
Members present:

The Hon. J . A. W a l l a c e ,  in the chair ;
The Hon. F . T . Sargood I The Hon. R. D . Reid

J. B alfour | Sir S. W ilson.
T he Chairman subm itted draft report, each paragraph o f which was considered seriatim , and adopted. 
Chairman ordered to report same to the House.



M IN U T E S OF EVIDENCE.

W E D N E S D A Y , 3 1 s t  O C T O B E R  1877.

Members present:
T h e Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e , in the c h a ir ;

The H on. N . F itzgerald  
F . S. Dobson  
J . P . Bear

T h e Hon. Sir S. W ilson  
R. D . Reid.

D a v i d  M o o r e ,  E s q . ,  e x a m i n e d .

1 . B y the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— W h a t  a r e  y o u  ?— A  m e r c h a n t .
2 .  C a r r y i n g  o n  b u s i n e s s  in  M e l b o u r n e  ?— Y e s .  David Moore,
3 .  A r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a n y  l a n d  u p o n  w h i c h  m i n i n g  is  b e i n g  c a r r ie d  o n — a n y  p r i v a t e  l a n d ? — I  a m . siat OctoL’r 1877
4 . H o w  m u c h  ?— I  a m  t r u s t e e  w i t h  M r .  D a r l o t  f o r  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l

e s t a t e .
5 . By the Hon. JV. Fitzgerald.— S i t u a t e d  w h e r e  ?— I n  t h e  p a r i s h e s  o f  S m y t h e s d a l e  a n d  I l a d d o n ,  

c o u n ty  o f  G r e n v i l l e .
6 . H a v e  y o u  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  m i n i n g  u p o n  t h a t ? — I  h a v e  t w o  c o n t r a c t s :  t h e  f i r s t ,  a  p o r t i o n  

o f  l a n d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a b o u t  7 0  a c r e s ;  c o n t r a c t  e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r  m i n i n g  7 0  a c r e s  b y  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  in  
1 8 7 6 ,  t h e  2 9 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r ;  t h e  o t h e r  o n e  i s  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  c o m p a n y .  T h e y  e n t e r e d  in t o  a  s e c o n d  le a s e  
u p o n  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  1 2 4 0  a c r e s  a t  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e .

7 . W h a t  i s  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  c o n t r a c t  ? — T h e  s e c o n d  c o n t r a c t  -w as m a d e  o n  t h e  1 0 t h  o f  
M a r c h  1 8 7 7 .

8 .  C a n  y o u  s a y  w h a t  m a c h i n e r y  t h e y  h a v e  e r e c t e d  ?— I  a m  n o t  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e x t e n t ;  
t h e y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  a b l e  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  o f  t h a t  t h e m s e lv e s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  
m a c h in e r y .

9 . A r e  t h e  l a n d s  c o n t i g u o u s  ?— Y e s ;  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  o n e  p r o p e r t y .
1 0 . By the Hon. F. S'. Dobson.— W h a t  d o  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  l a n d  g e t  ? — A  r o y a l t y  o f  f iv e  

p e r  c e n t .
1 1 .  By the Hon. A 7. Fitzgerald.— I s  t h a t  u p o n  t h e  g r o s s  ?— U p o n  t h e  g r o s s .
1 2 .  By the Hon. F. S .  Dobson.— B o t h  c o n t r a c t s  a r e  t h e  s a m e  ? — B o t h .
1 3 . H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  t h e  l e s s e e s  a s  t o  u n f a i r n e s s  ? — N o n e  w h a t e v e r .
1 4 .  A r e  t h e  c o n t r a c t s  s t i l l  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o n  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t o  b o t h  p a r t i e s  ? — Y e s .
1 5 . By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— C a n  y o u  f o rm  a n y  i d e a  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  d a m a g e  d o n e — w a s  a n y  

c o m p e n s a t io n  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e  d o n e  u p o n  e n t r y  ?— N o  ; t h e r e  is  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  c o m p e n s a t io n .
1 6 . By the Hon. the Chairman.— I  s u p p o s e  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  w m u ld  b e  t h e  f iv e  p e r  c e n t .  ?— I  

s u p p o s e  so .
1 7 .  D o e s  t h a t  g i v e  t h e m  p o w e r  t o  m a k e  r a c e s  ?— I  c o u ld  h a r d  in  t h e  l e a s e  i f  i t  b e  d e s i r e d .
1 8 . H a v e  t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h a t  w a y  a b o u t  t h i s  ? — N o .  I  

a m  a n x i o u s  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h a t ,  p r i o r  to  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h o s e  l e a s e s  f o r  t h e  7 0  a c r e s ,  a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  t o  
t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y ,  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  h a s  b e e n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  b e  m in e d  u p o n  a s  f a r  b a c k  a s  1 8 6 2 .

1 9 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— I s  i t  q u a r t z  t h e y  a r e  c r u s h i n g  ?— I  t h i n k  i t  i s  a l l u v i a l  ; w e  h a v e
n e v e r  s to o d  i n  t h e  w a y  a s  p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  a l l o w i n g  t h i s  a r e a  o f  l a n d  to  b e  m in e d .  W i t h  t h a t  v i e w ,  in  1 8 6 2 ,
M e s s r s .  L o c k e  a n d  T h o r n e  p a i d  a  t e n  p e r  c e n t ,  r o y a l t y  u p o n  o n e  a n d  f iv e  p e r  c e n t ,  u p o n  a n o t h e r  a g r e e ­
m e n t  ; i n  1 8 6 9 , a  m a n  n a m e d  L o c k e  h a d  a  p o r t io n ,  p a y i n g  f iv e  p e r  c e n t .  ; H a g a n ,  in  1 8 6 9 , t e n  p e r  c e n t .  ; 
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  a  C h i n a m a n ,  M o n g  G e e ,  f i f t e e n  p e r  c e n t .  ; S m i t h  T i b b e t t s ,  t e n  p e r  c e n t .  ; S k i n n e r  a n d  
p a r t y ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r ,  t e n  p e r  c e n t .  ; in  1 8 7 4 , a n o t h e r  C h i n e s e  p a r t y ,  P o n  C h u e  a n d  p a r t y ,  t w e l v e  p e r  
c e n t .  ; D u r h a m  a n d  p a r t y ,  t e n  p e r  c e n t .  T h o s e  lo o k  a  l a r g e r  r a t e  o f  t r i b u t e  t h a n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a n a n g e m e n t ; 
h u t  t h e  f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  m e n  t r i e d  a n d  f a i l e d .  T h e y  c o u ld  d o  n o  g o o d  a t  i t .  I t  w a s  o n ly ,  I  f a n c y ,  
t h e  l a r g e r  a p p l i a n c e s  a n d  g r e a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  t h a t  e n a b le d  t h e m  t o  t a k e  i t  u p .

2 0 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.—Y o u  r e d u c e d  i t  t h e n  to  f iv e  p e r  c e n t ,  ?— Y e s  ; s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  c o u ld  d o  n o t h i n g  w i t h  i t .  T h e y  w e r e  in  a r r e a r s ,  a n d  w e  c o u ld  g e t  n o t h i n g  o u t  o f  i t ,  a n d  w e  
f o u n d  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  h a d  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  w e r e  r e s p o n s ib l e ,  a n d  w e  t h o u g h t  i t  b e t t e r  to  m a k e  t h i s

a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  t h e m .  , . x „
2 1 .  W e r e  a n y  o f  t h o s e  p a r t i e s  w o r k i n g ,  n o t  u p o n  t h e  / 0  a c r e s ,  b u t  u p o n  t h e  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y ? —

Y e s  ; o n  O th e r  p o r t i o n s .  ,
2 2 .  By the Hon. N .‘ Fitzgerald.— Was t h e r e  a n y  a r r a n g e m e n t  a s  to  d a m a g e ,  o r  w a s  t h e r e  a n

a r r a n g e m e n t  a s  t o  g i v i n g  i t  u p  ?— T h e r e  w a s  a n  a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  g i v i n g  i t  u p .
2 3 .  D i d  t h e y  c o m p ly  w i t h  i t  ?— T h e y  w e r e  a l l  m e n  o f  s m a l l  m e a n s ,  a n d  a  v e r y  u n r e l i a b l e  lo t ,  a n d

we g o t  n o t h i n g  o u t  o f  o u r  a r r a n g e m e n t .  .
2 4  Bu the Hon. J. P. Bear.— N o w  t h e  o n ly  c o m p a n y  w o r k i n g  is  t h e  R e f o i m  . L e s .
2 5  A n d  a r e  t h e y  s u c c e s s f u l  ?— I  c a n n o t  s p e a k  f ro m  m e m o r y .  I  t h i n k  t h e  s h a f t  t h a „  * u W „a u»,

N o  2  a s  t h e y  c a l l  i t ,  y i e ld s  a b o u t  1 0 0  to  1 2 0  o u n c e s  a  w e e k  W e  g e t  f iv e  o r  s i x  o u n c e s  o f  g o ld  a  w e e k .
2 6  I s  t h i s  l a n d  o w n e d  b y  a b s e n t e e s  ?— Y e s .  I  c o u ld  t e l l  y o u  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  w e  

g o t  t h i s  l a n d ,  b u t  I  a m  a n x i o u s  n o t  to  in f l i c t  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  a  s p e e c h  u p o n  y o u .
got t i n s  l a  , o w n e r s  a t  h o m e  ? - T h e  o w n e r s  a r e  a t  h o m e  T h e  e s t a t e  o f  t h e  l a t e  fe. K. S a l t i n g  h a s

v  n , P p St a t e  o f  t h e  l a t e  M r .  F l o w e r ,  a  p o r t io n  ; M r .  A r c h i b a l d  M a c L a e h la n ,  o f  C h e l t e n h a m ,
LiPEn»land - M r  Henry Darlot, m y  squatting partner ; and a M r .  Lcwin, of Ballarat, in proportions.

A
M i n i s  o .



David Moore, 2 8 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— Y o u  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t ly  l o n g  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h i s  to  k n o w  th e  c ir -
c o ^ '/W , c u m s ta n c e s  ?— Y e s .

sist October 1S77. 2 9 . W o u l d  y o u  b e  f a v o r a b le  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  o n e  p a r t y  t o  a  c o n t r a c t ,  e i t h e r  t h e  le s s o r  o r
le s s e e ,  g e t t i n g  a  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  c o n t r a c t  f r o m  a  M i n i s t e r  t o  m a k e  i t  a  l e g a l  a n d  v a l i d  c o n t r a c t ; t h a t  is ,  i f  
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  r e f u s e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  w o u ld  i t ,  i n  y o u r  o p in io n ,  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  
p a r t i e s  t o  a  c o n t r a c t  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a p p l y i n g  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h i s  c o n t r a c t ,  a n d  
t h e r e b y  g i v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  l a w  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t  ?— T h a t  o p e n s  u p  t h e  q u e s t io n  y o u  k n o w  o f  w h a t  
w c  d e s i r e ,  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  b y  t h e  C r o w n  a t  a l l .  W e  w a n t  r e s p e c t  t o  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s .

3 0 .  By the lion J. P. Bear.— S u p p o s i n g  y o u  c a n n o t  g e t  t h a t  ?— I  s u p p o s e  i t  w o u ld  b e  b e t t e r .  I  
d e s i r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  a s  p r e l i m i n a r y ,  w e  h o l d  p a r t i c u l a r  o p in io n s  u p o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ; a n d  a  to o  r e a d y  
a c q u i e s c e n c e  a n d  a  d e s i r e  t o  a s k  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  a n  a f f a i r  w h e r e  w e  t h i n k  t h e y  o u g h t  
n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  a t  a l l  i s  t a n t a m o u n t  to  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  w h i l e  w e  o b j e c t  to  d i s t u r b  o u r  c o n t r a c t .  W e  s a y  “  L e t  
o u r  c o n t r a c t s  a l o n e ; b u t ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  to  b e  r e s p e c t e d ,  w e  a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  s o m e  m o d e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  
t h e m . ”

3 1 .  B y the Hon. N .  Fitzgerald.— W e  a s s u m e  t h a t  to  b e  e a s y  i n  c a s e  b o t h  p a r t i e s  a r e  w i l l i n g ; b u t ,  
i n  c a s e  e i t h e r  p a r t y  d o u b t e d  t h e  o t h e r ,  w o u l d  y o u  c o n s id e r  i t  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  e i t h e r  p a r t y  to  t h e  c o n t r a c t  
s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  M i n e s ,  so  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  
o f  a  l e g a l  c o n t r a c t  i n  l a w  o r  e q u i t y  ?— I  t h i n k  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  f a i r .  W h e n  t h e  C h a i r m a n  s a id  h e  .d id  n o t

: w a n t  t o  k n o w  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  w e  a c q u i r e d  t h i s  l a n d ,  I  w i s h e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  o u r  d e a l in g s
e v e r  s in c e  i t  w a s  a c q u i r e d  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  w e  h a d  a  p e r f e c t  p o w e r  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  g o ld .  
I  a m  n o t  g o i n g  to  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  P r i v y  C o u n c i l ’s  d e c i s io n ,  b u t  I  h a n d  i n  t h e  C r o w n  g r a n t s  
t o  s h o w  t h a t ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  i s s u e d ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e s e r v a t i o n s  o f  m i n e r a l s  w h a t e v e r .

3 2 .  F o r  w h a t  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h o s e  c o n t r a c t s  t a k e n — t h e  f i r s t  o n e  ?— S e v e n  y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  to
r e n e w .

3 3 .  I t  h a s  b e e n  m i n e d  u p o n  f o r  y e a r s ? — Y e s ,  e v e r  s in c e  1 8 6 2 .
3 4 .  B y the Hon. J. P. Bear.— W i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s io n  o f  t h e  f r e e h o ld e r  ?— Yr e s .
3 5 .  H a v e  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  t h e  r i g h t  to  m in e  u p o n  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ? — Y e s ,  n o w .
3 6 .  By the Hon. N .  Fitzgerald.— C a n  t h e y  s i n k  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  s h a f t s  ?— I  e n t r u s t e d  t h e  d r a w in g  

u p  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  w h o  w a s  m o r e  c o g n i s a n t  o f  t h i s  t h a n  m y s e l f ; b u t  
t h e y  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  s i n k i n g  s h a f t s .

3 7 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— A r e  t h e r e  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a  l a b o r  c o v e n a n t  k e e p i n g  a  c e r t a in  
n u m b e r  o f  m e n  e m p lo y e d  ?— I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e .

3 8 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— A n d  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r o s p e c t  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r  g o l d ? — Y e s  ; 
a n d  w e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n s p e c t  a n d  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m i n i n g .

3 9 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— A n d  a  r i g h t  to  s i n k  s h a f t s  u p o n  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  ?— Y e s .
4 0 .  By the Hon. N .  Fitzgerald.— A n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  d a m a g e  to  t h e  

s u r f a c e ?—Y  o u  w i l l  g e t  a l l  t h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r s  m o r e  f u l l y  f r o m  t h e  l e s s e e s  t h e m s e lv e s ,  w h o  a r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .
4 1 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— A r e  t h e  g r a z i n g  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  ?— W e  h a v e  t h e  g r a z i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  

t h e  r i g h t  t o  t h e  t i m b e r  u p o n  i t .  W e  h a v e  d e r i v e d  s o m e th i n g  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  t i m b e r  f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r io d .

4 2 .  F o r  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  ?— F r o m  s e l l i n g  f o r  s l a b s  f o r  m i n i n g  p u r p o s e s .
4 3 .  H a v e  t h e  l e s s e e s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t a k i n g  t i m b e r  foi* p r o p s  a n d  s o  o n  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ? — I  a m  n o t  a w a r e .
4 4 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— T h e r e  i s  a  p r o v i s o  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  n o t  m i n e  w i t h i n  a  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  

o f  t h e  h o m e s t e a d  ; a n d  a l s o  f e n c e  i n  w i t h  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  t h r e e - r a i l  f e n c e  a l l  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  m a y  a t  a n y  t im e
o c c u p y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  l e a s e  a n d  f o r  r o a d s .  I s  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  p o i n t  y o u  w i s h  t o  b r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e
C o m m i t t e e  ?— N o ,  n o t h i n g ,  b u t  t o  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  r e a d y  a n d  w i l l i n g ,  a s  
p r o p r i e t o r s ,  t o  a l l o w  p e o p le  t o  m i n e  a n d  s e a r c h  f o r  g o ld ,  a t  a  m o d e r a t e  r e m u n e r a t i o n  ; a n d  t h a t  w e  
h a d  t e n  o r  a  d o z e n  p a r t i e s  f r o m  1 8 6 2  t i l l  w e  g o t  t h i s  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y ,  a l l  o f  w h o m  f a i l e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  
v e n t u r e  p r o f i t a b l e  f r o m  w a n t  o f  m e a n s  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  a n d  t h e n  w e  c a m e  t o  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  a r r a n g e  w i t h  
t h i s  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  w h o  w e r e  m i n i n g  a l o n g s id e  o f  u s ,  a n d  o n ly  t o  e x a c t  a  s m a l l  t r i b u t e  ; a n d  i t  w a s  
s a t i s f a c t o r y .

4 5 .  By the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— A r e  y o u  a w a r e  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  B i l l ? — I  h a v e  r e a d  i t .
4 6 .  H o w  w o u ld  t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  y o u r  c o n t r a c t  ?— S o  f a r  a s  w e  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  i t  w o u ld  

b e  m o s t  i n j u r i o u s  t o  u s .  W e  d o  n o t  w a n t  o u r  c o n t r a c t  t o  b e  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h .
4 7 .  I t  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  p a r t i e s  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t h r o w i n g  u p » th e  c o n t r a c t ? — I t  w o u l d .
4 8 .  A n d  i t  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  l a n d l o r d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  c o n t r a c t ? — I t  w o u ld ,  a b u n d a n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y .
4 9 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— C a n  y o u  i n f o r m  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  i f  t h e r e  i s  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  g r o u n d  

t u r n e d  u p  f o r  m i n i n g  p u r p o s e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  m a c h i n e r y  ; a r e  y o u  a w a r e  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  t h i n g  ?— I  a m  

n o t  a w a r e .
5 0 . I f  a  m i n e r  h a v e  p u t  m a c h i n e r y  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  c o m p e n s a t io n ,  b e c a u s e  h e  

c o u l d  n o t  r e m o v e  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  t i l l  h e  p a i d  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e  ; b u t ,  i f  h e  p u t  n o  m a c h i n e r y  u p o n  i t ,  h e  t h e n  
c o u l d  d o  a s  m u c h  d a m a g e  a s  h e  l i k e d ,  a n d  p a y  n o t h i n g  ?— A s  f a r  a s  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  w e n t ,  w e  h a d  
p e r f e c t  c o n f id e n c e  in  t h e m ,  a n d  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  s a f e  t o  t r u s t  t h e m ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  w e  w e r e  le s s  
e x a c t i n g  t h a n  w e  s h o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  b e e n .

5 1 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— A n d  t h e  w o r k i n g  h a s  b e e n  m u t u a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  ?— E n t i r e l y  so .
5 2 .  By the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— Y o u  w o u l d  t h i n k  i t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s  s h o u ld  b e  

m a d e  g o o d  b y  l a w  ?— I  t h i n k  s o  ; b u t  I  o n l y  g i v e  t h a t  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  ; I  e n t i r e l y  d i s a p p r o v e  o f  G o v e r n ­

m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e .
5 3 .  Y o u  a r e  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t ?— Q u i t e .
5 4 .  By the Hon. N .  Fitzgerald.— A r e  y o u  a w a r e  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  n o  r i g h t  t o  c o m p e l  t h e  le s s e e s  to  

c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t ,  e x c e p t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  ?— Y "es, b u t  so  f a r  a s  o u r  
c a s e  g o e s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  s o  w e l l  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h a t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  d i s t u r b e d .  I  c a n n o t  s p e a k  
f o r  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  p e r h a p s  a  b a d  b a r g a i n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e ,  a n d  t h e  l e s s e e s  w a n t  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  i t .

5 5 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.—  O r  w h e r e  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  is  n o t  a c t i n g  h o n e s t l y  ; t h a t  is  w h e r e  
t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  C r o w n  m i g h t  b e  s o u g h t ? — Y e s .

The witness withdrew.



M r .  J a m e s  B u c h a n a n  e x a m in e d .
tcc  r» 7 T r  Mr. J .  Buchanan.
o b . By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— W h a t  a r e  y o u  ?— A  m in in g  m a n a g e r .  aist October is??.
5 7 .  O f  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  ? — O f  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y ,  I l a d d o n ,  n e a r  B a l l a r a t .
5 8 .  Y o u  h o ld  u n d e r  t w o  c o n t r a c t s  ?— T h e  V in t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e ,  o f  1 2 8 0  a c r e s ,  u n d e r  t w o  s e p a r a t e  

m in i n g  l e a s e s  ; a l s o  9 0  a c r e s  p r i v a t e  l a n d  l e a s e d  f ro m  a n o t h e r  p a r t y ,  a n d  2 3 0  a c r e s  f r e e h o ld  l a n d  p u r c h a s e d  
b y  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  b e s id e s  s o m e  2 5 0  a c r e s  C r o w n  l a n d s  n o w  n e a r l y  w o r k e d  o u t .  O u r  e x p e n s e s  in  l a b o r  a n d  
m a c h i n e r y  a r e  v e r y  g r e a t .  T h e  p r e s e n t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  e r e c t e d  o n  t h e  l a n d  is  a b o u t  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0 .

5 9 .  I s  t h e  2 3 0  a c r e s  C r o w n  l a n d s  o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  ?— N o ,  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ,  o u r  o w n  p r o p e r t y .
6 0 .  W h a t  a m o u n t  o f  m a c h i n e r y  d o  y o u  s a y  y o u  h a v e ? — W e  h a v e  s p e n t  a b o u t  £ 2 5 , 0 0 0  a l t o g e t h e r  in  

m a c h in e r y .

6 1 .  D o e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  m in e s ,  a n d  so  o n  ?— N o ,  j u s t  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  m in e s .  W e  
h a v e  t h r e e  v e r y  e f f i c i e n t  p l a n t s .

6 2 .  H o w  m a n y  s h a f t s  h a v e  y o u  ?— T h r e e  ; o n e  is  w o r k e d  o u t ,  a n d  w e  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  c o m m e n c e  
a n o t h e r  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  l e a s e d  o f  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e .

6 3 .  T h a t  w i l l  m a k e  a  f o u r t h  s h a f t  y o u  h a v e  p u t  d o w n ? — Y e s .
6 4 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  s u r f a c e  d a m a g e  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  ?— W e  h a v e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  l a n d .  W e  

p a y  a  s m a l l  r o y a l t y  t o  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r ,  a n d  w e  a g r e e  to  p a y  £ 5  a n  a c r e  f o r  a l l  l a n d  i n j u r e d  t h r o u g h  d e b r i s  o r  
in  a n y  o t h e r  w a y .

6 5 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f iv e  p e r  c e n t ,  r o y a l t y  ?— Y e s .
6 6 .  Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t h e r e  a b o u t  a  y e a r  ?— Y e s .
6 7 .  W h a t  a m o u n t  o f  s u r f a c e  d a m a g e  h a v e  y o u  d o n e  ?— I t  is  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e .  I  d a r e  s a y  w e  h a v e  

d e s t r o y e d  s o m e  e i g h t  o r  t e n  a c r e s  p e r h a p s .
6 8 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald .— W h e n  y o u  s a y  d e s t r o y e d ,  a r e  t h e y  s m a l l  p ie c e s  a l l  a d d e d  t o g e t h e r  

to  f o r m  a n  a c r e ? — S e p a r a t e  p o r t i o n s  o f  g r o u n d  s u b s i d i n g  c h ie f ly  is  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n j u r y  d o n e ,  b u t  w e  
e x p e c t  t o  d o  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  i n j u r y .

6 9 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— I s  i t  a l l u v i a l  o r  q u a r t z  y o u  w o r k  ?— A l l u v i a l .
7 0 .  By the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— H o w  d o e s  t h e  s u b s id e n c e  i n j u r e  t h e  g r o u n d — is  t h e  g r o u n d  

b r o k e n  ? — Y e s ,  d e e p  p i t s ,  w i t h  s t e e p  s id e s  f u l l y  a s  l a r g e  a s  t h i s  r o o m  a r e  f o r m e d ,  c a t t l e  t u m b l i n g  in  c o u ld  
n o t  g e t  o u t  a g a i n .

7 1 .  I s  i t  w e t  g r o u n d  ?— V e r y  w e t .
7 2 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— W h a t  is  t h e  d e p t h  o f  y o u r  g r o u n d ? — O n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y  f e e t ,
7 3 .  D o e s  t h e  r o c k  a n d  a l l  g o  d o w n  ?— Y e s ,  r o c k  a n d  a l l  g o e s  d o w n .
7 4 .  W h a t  a r e a  i s  y o u r  s h a f t  ?— W e  h a v e  to  d r i v e  in  s m a l l  d r i v e s  a b o u t  t h e  w i d t h  o f  t h i s  t a b l e .

T h e  e x t e n t  o f  o u r  d r i v e s  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  o v e r  s e v e n t y  m i l e s  in  t h e  R e f o r m  c la im .
7 5 .  H o w  m a n y  m e n  d o  y o u  e m p lo y  ?— O u r  c la im  h a s  t w o  s h a f t s  a t  p r e s e n t  l e t  o n  t r i b u t e  to  C h in e s e

p a r t i e s .  T h e y  e m p lo y  s o m e th i n g  l i k e  5 0 0  m e n  a l t o g e t h e r .
7 6 .  H a v e  y o u  t h e  p o w e r  t o  s u b - l e t  u n d e r  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  ?— Y e s .
7 7 -  H o w  m a n y  m e n  d o  y o u  e m p lo y  u p o n  t h e  o t h e r  s h a f t ,  w h i c h  is  in  y o u r  o w n  p o s s e s s io n  I  

p r e s u m e  ?— T h a t  i s  o n  C r o w n  l a n d .  T h e  s h a f t  i t s e l f  is  s u n k  o n  C r o w n  l a n d ; b u t  I  s h o u ld  s a y  w e  h a v e  
a b o u t  2 0 0  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  s t a t e d  e m p lo y e d  a t  t h a t  s h a f t .

7 8 .  T h o u g h  t h e  s h a f t  i s  o n  C r o w n  l a n d ,  t h e  w o r k i n g s  a r e  u n d e r  p r i v a t e  l a n d ? — Y e s .
7 9 .  W a s  i t  in  s i n k i n g  t h i s  s h a f t  u p o n  C r o w n  l a n d s  t h a t  y o u  f o u n d  t h a t  g o ld  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  ?

W e  k n e w  i t  w a s  t h e r e ; i t  h a d  b e e n  p r o v e d  p r e v i o u s l y .
8 0 .  H o w  h a v e  t h e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w o r k e d  ; h a s  t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  d i s p u t e  ?— N o  ; t h e r e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  

a n y  d i s p u t e  a t  a l l .  I t  i s  t h e  n e w  M i n i n g  B i l l  t h a t  w e  a r e  f r i g h t e n e d  o f .
8 1 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— Y o u  s a y  y o u  h a v e  g o t  2 3 0  a c r e s  o f  y o u r  o w n  ?— Y e s .

8 2 .  I s  t h a t  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  ?— Y e s .
8 3 .  D i d  y o u  p u r c h a s e  t h a t  l a n d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  g o ld ,  o r  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  l a n d  . — F o r  t h e  s a k e

o f  t h e  g o ld .  . .  ,_r  . . .
8 4 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— You b o u g h t  i t  f r o m  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s  ?— Y e s ,  i t  i s  o n ly  o n e  r e m o v e

f ro m  t h e  C r o w n .
8 5 .  H a v e  y o u  r e a d  t h i s  B i l l  b e f o r e  t h e  H o u s e  ? Y e s .  . . .
8 6 .  W o u l d  i t ,  i n  y o u r  o p in io n ,  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  s h o u ld  i n t e r f e r e  b e t w e e n  c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s

i n  m i n i n g  l e a s e s  ?— N o ,  n o t  in  t h e  w a y  p r o p o s e d  a t  a l l .  . . , .
8 7  W h a t  w o u l d  v o u  s u b s t i t u t e  ?— Y o u  s e e  w e  a r e  f r i g h t e n e d  o n  t h e  m i n e s ;  e v e r y  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n

t h a t  h a s  c o m e  o u t  h a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a  f r e s h  b a t c h  o f  o p e r a to r s ,  a n d  w e  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is  g o in g  to  b e  s o m e -

t h i n g  o f  t h e  s a m e .  , . 0 ,
8 8 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— Y o u  m e a n  m in in g  s p e c u l a t o r s — s h a r k s  — l e s ,  o p e r a t o r s ,  m e n

w i t h o u t  c a p i t a l — t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a  s o r t  o f  f r i e n d s  t o  b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  s o m e b o d y  e ls e  w o u ld  b e  i n t r o d u c e d
in to  o u r  c o m p a n y  t h a t  n e v e r  s p e n t  a n y  m o n e y ,  a n d  h a d  n o  r i g h t  t o  i t  w l i a t e v e i .

8 9  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t  w o u l d  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  to  f r a u d s  . —  l e s .
9 0  Bv the Hon. the Chairman. - T h a t  is , i f  t h e y  d i s p l a c e  y o u  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  f - Y e s ,  w e  w o u ld  a s

so o n  b e  o u t  a t  o n c e  a s  b e  le f t, in  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  s t a t e  w e  a r e  in  a t  p r e s e n t .  I  b e g  r e s p e c t f u l l y  to  d r a w  y o u r
s o o n  b e  o u t  a t  o n c e  a s  l a w f u l  f o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  to  tre a t ,  a n d  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  o w n e r s
a t t e n t i o n  t o  c l a u s e  4  in  t h e  B . l -  I t  h a l l a s  h e r e in b e f o r e  p r o v id e d ,  a s  to  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
a n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  o c c u p i e r s  . c y  ‘ , . m o u e v  f o r  t h e  d a m a g e  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  r e s p e c t i v e l y
c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  b e  m a d e  to  t h e m  . o£ t h e  s u r f a c e  t h e r e o f ,  o r  o f  a n y  p a r t  o f  s u c h  s u r f a c e ,
s u s t a i n  b y  r e a s o n  o f  b e i n g  d e P “ ^  o f  t h e  w h o le  o r  a n y  p a r t  t h e r e o f ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e ,
a s  t h e  c a s e  m a y  b e ,  a n d  fo i  t a  < • • o p e r a t i o n s  t h e r e o n  o r  t h e r e i n ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f
w h i c h  m a y  a r i s e  f r o m  t i e  f  ] a n d  o f  t h e  o w n e r  o r  o c c u p ie r  b y  m e a n s  o f  a  f e n c e  i f
s e v e r i n g  s u c h  l a n d  o i a n y  p a i t  t n m e o i  i t  s0  t o  d o .”  W e  b e g  to  s u b m i t  t h a t  a r r a n g e m e n t s

^ ^ t b e ^ e r m i t t e d  b e t w e e n  th e*  p r o p r i e t o r s  a n d  th e  m in e r s  to  p a y  b y  a  p e r  r e n t a g e  o n  t h e  g o ld  o n  s u c h

t e r m s  ^ ^ t e p Z w . - l n s t e a d  o f  a  f ix e d  s u m  o f  m o n e y  ? - Y e s ,  w e  t h i n k  t h i s  w i l l  n o t
y i .  ±iy me xx h • )„ -n o in t o f  v ie w .  A  c l a s s  o f  m e n  w o u ld  s t e p  m  t h e r e  w h o

wT u M  d e d  w i t h  St h e  G o v e n n n e n t  a n d  w i t h  t h e  b a n k s  p e r h a p s  to  r a i s e  m o n e y ,  a n d  t h e  m in e r s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,



Mr. .t.■fixienrman, w o u l d  n o t  b e  b e n e f i t e d  b y  t h a t .  T h a t  i s  t h e  p o i n t  w e  w i s h  t o  i m p r e s s  u p o n  y o u .  W e  t h i n k  i t  i s  
sist october^s?:. n o t  ^ o i n g  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  r e a l  w o r k i n g  m i n e r s  a t  a l l ,  f o r  t h e y  c a n n o t  a v a i l  t h e m s e lv e s  o f  t h e  t e r m s  o f  

t h e  A c t .
9 2 .  T h a t  i s ,  a s  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  ?— Y e s ,  b e i n g  p a i d  i n  a  l u m p  s u m , t h e y  h a v e  n o t  t h e

m o n e y .
9 3 .  B u t  t h e  s u r f a c e  d a m a g e  w o u l d  n o t  a m o u n t  t o  m u c h .  S a y  t h e y  t o o k  u p  t h i r t y  a c r e s ,  a n d  u p o n  t h e  

b a s i s  o f  y o u r  b u y i n g  t h e  l a n d  a t  £ 5  a n  a c r e ,  t h i r t y  a c r e s  w o u l d  b e  o n ly  £ 1 5 0 ? — I f  y o u  h a v e  t h i r t y  
a c r e s  f r o n t a g e  t o  a  c r e e k ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  1 0 0 0  a c r e s  b a c k  f r o m  i t ,  a n d  a l l  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  t h i r t y  a c r e s ,  t h e  
lo s s  o f  t h e  t h i r t y  w o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e  w h o le .

9  1. By the lion, the Chairman.— Y o u  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  e a s i e r  f o r  a  m i n e r  to  g o  i n  a n d  g e t  
t h e  g o ld  t h a t  w a y ,  a s  h e  w e n t  o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a y  i t  i n  a  l u m p  ?— Y e s .

9 5 .  By the Hon. F. S. Bob'ion. — I f  t h e  m i n e r  f in d s  n o  g o ld ,  h o w  w o u l d  y o u  c o m p e n s a t e  t h e  o w n e r s  
o f  t h e  l a n d  ?— T h e r e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  m u c h  d a m a g e  d o n e ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  o n l y  p a y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  d a m a g e  
d o n e ,  a n d  t h e r e  c o u ld  b e  a  m u t u a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  m a d e .

9 6 .  B y the lion. N. Fitzgerald.— Y o u  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  m i n e r  s h o u l d  p a y  f o r  t h e  s u r f a c e  d a m a g e  o u t  
o f  t h e  g o ld  a s  h e  g o t  i t  ?— Y e s ,  c e r t a i n l y .

9 7 .  I f  t h e  m i n e r  g e t s  n o  g o ld ,  h o w  w o u l d  t h e  o w n e r  g e t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ? — H e  w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i e s .

9 8 .  W e  a s s u m e  t h i s  B i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  m i n e r s  g o i n g  i n  w i t h o u t  t h e  o w n e r s ’ c o n s e n t  ?— I  a s k  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  to  let. t h e  p a r t i e s  m a k e  a  p r i v a t e  a r r a n g e m e n t .

9 9 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— Y o u  s a y ,  p e r m i t  t h e  p a r t i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  c o m e  t o  s o m e  a r r a n g e ­
m e n t  ? — Y e s .

ld O . S u p p o s i n g  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o m e  t o  s o m e  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  y o u  h a v e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  M in i s te r ,  
c o m in g  in  a n d  g r a n t i n g  a  l e a s e  o v e r  h im  ?— N o  o b j e c t i o n .

1 0 1 .  By the Hon. J. P . Bear.— B u t  y o u  t h i n k ,  in  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  e v e r y  f a c i l i t y  s h o u ld  b e  
g i v e n  to  t h e  o w n e r s  a n d  t h e  m i n e r s  t o  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  ?— Y e s ,  t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  i t .

I (i2 . B y the IIon. N. Fitzgerald.— H a v e  y o u  a n y  o t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n  t o  m a k e  u p o n  c la u s e  4  e x c e p t  
t h a t ? — N o ,  n o n e  t h a t  s t r i k e s  m e  j u s t  n o w .

1 0 3 .  T h e n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  y o u r  s u g g e s t i o n  w o u l d  b e ,  t h a t  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  t h e  m i n e r  s h o u ld  h a v e  p o w e r  
t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t e r ’s s h o u l d  b e  m e r e l y  a  r a t i f y i n g  p o w e r ? — T h a t  i s  a l l ; t h a t  is  e x a c t l y  
h o w  I  w o u ld  d e s i r e  t o  e x p r e s s  i t — t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  p o w e r ,  in  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  a g r e e .

1 0 4 . A n d  h e  s h o u ld  o n ly  r e g i s t e r  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  t h e y  m a k e ? — Y e s  ; b u t ,  f a i l i n g  t h a t ,  i t  s h o u ld  c o m e  
u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  B i l l .  I n  c l a u s e  5 , t h a t  is  a  v e r y  c o m p l i c a t e d  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h a t  I  d o  n o t  t h o r o u g h ly
u n d e r s t a n d .  W e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e f e r r e d  C o m p u l s o r y  e n t r a n c e  T h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a
m a n d a t o r y  c l a u s e  a n d  a  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s t a t u t e ,  a s  t h e  s h i r e  c o u n c i l ’s  a p p r o p r i a t e  r a t e s .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  t h a t  
p a r t  o f  t h e  L a n d  A c t  w o r k s  w e l l ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  t h a t  t o  i n t r o d u c i n g  n e w  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  a r b i t r a t i o n  
p u r p o s e s .  W e  a r e  n o t  so  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h a t ,  b u t  a s  m in e r s ,  w e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  i t .  C la u s e  5 .— W e  
w o u ld  p r e f e r  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s i m p l y  a  c la u s e  e m p o w e r i n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to  a s s e s s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
l a n d ,  m u c h  in  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  s h i r e  c o u n c i l s  t a k e  l a n d  f o r  r o a d s  o r  o t h e r  w o r k s .

1 0 5 .  W o u l d  t h i s  c l a u s e  m e e t  y o u r  v i e w — “  T h e  M i n i s t e r  m a y ,  i f  h e  t h i n k  f i t ,  o n  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  w a r d e n ,  o r d e r  t h a t  a  v a l u a t i o n  b e  m a d e  ”  ?— T h a t  is  e x a c t l y  w h a t  I  m e a n .

1 0 6 . W o u l d  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  a  r e p o r t ,  b e f o r e  a n y  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  p r i v a t e  l a n d  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  g o ld , 
s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  w a r d e n  s h o u ld  c e r t i f y  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t h a t  i n  h i s  o p in io n  s u c h  
l a n d  w a s  a u r i f e r o u s ? — Y e s ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  i t .  I  t h i n k  i t  w o u ld  b e  q u i t e  f a i r .

1 0 7 . H o w  w o u l d  t h i s  c l a u s e  m e e t  y o u r  v i e w  t h e n ,  “ I f  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a n y  
p r i v a t e  l a n d  a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  C r o w n  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h i s  A c t  o n  w h i c h  m i n i n g  i s  n o t  b e in g  
c a r r i e d  o n  o r  o n  w h i c h  s u c h  m i n i n g  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  m o n t h s  i s  a u r i f e r o u s ,  
i t  s h a l l  b e  l a w f u l  f o r  a n y  p e r s o n  ”  a n d  so  o n .  W o u l d  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  r e p o r t  s h o u ld  b e  f i r s t  a s k e d  f o r  b e fo re  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  d e a l t  w i t h  a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n  ?— Y e s  ; I  t h i n k  t h e  m i n e r s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a v e r s e  t o  t h a t .  I t  w o u ld  
b e  q u i t e  f a i r  ; i t  w o u ld  p r e v e n t  l a n d  b e i n g  t a k e n  u p  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .

1 0 8 . ' By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— L e v y i n g  b l a c k  m a i l ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  ?— Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  i t  
w o u l d  p r e v e n t  s u c h .

1 0 9 . By the lion. N. Fitzgerald. — I f  m i n i n g  h a d  b e e n  d i s c o n t i n u e d  u p o n  t h e  l a n d ,  w h a t  t im e  s h o u ld  
e l a p s e — s u p p o s e  a  s h a f t  w a s  s u n k  u p o n  t h e  l a n d  a n d  a b a n d o n e d ,  a n d  n o  o t h e r  s h a f t  s u n k — w h a t  p e r io d  
s h o u l d  e l a p s e  f r o m  t h e  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  b e f o r e  a n y  m i n e r  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  i t  ?— I f  o n e  
c o m p a n y  a b a n d o n e d  i t ,  I  t h i n k  a  v e r y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  n e e d  b e  a l l o w e d  ; I  w o u l d  n o t  a s k  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  
m o n t h s .

1 1 0 . By the Hon. the Chairman.— S u p p o s i n g  y o u  d id  n o t  a b a n d o n  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  d r iv e s  
c a m e  d o w n ,  a n d  y o u  r e q u i r e  t o  s i n k  a  n e w  s h a f t ,  a n d  t h e  c a s h  w a s  s c a r c e ,  o r  b y  s e v e r a l  m e a n s  t h e y  w e r e  
p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  g o i n g  o n  w i t h  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w h a t  t i m e  w o u ld  y o u  l e a v e  t o  t h e m ? — I  w o u l d  b e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  
t o  a b i d e  b y  t h e  b y e - l a w s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Y o u  s e e ,  s p e c u l a t o r s  m i g h t  m a k e  a  f i c t i t i o u s  d a m a g e ,  o r  s o m e th in g  
o f  t h a t  k i n d  ; i f  i t  w a s  a  bona jide  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  b o u n d  t o  p r o v i d e  m o n e y .  W h e n  w e  e x p e n d  
o u r  m o n e y  w e  h a v e  t o  r i s k  t h a t .  W e  k n o w  p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  w h a t  a w a i t s  u s  i f  w e  d o  n o t  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  
w o r k .  W e  a r e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a l l  t h e  l a b o r  c l a u s e s  ; w e  w o u ld  n o t  s e e k  t o  u p s e t  t h e  B i l l .

1 1 1 .  Y o u  w o u l d  b e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  L e a s i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  ? — Y e s ,  w e  w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  a n y  im m u n i ty  
o f  t h a t  k i n d .  I  b e g  r e s p e c t f u l l y  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c l a u s e  9 ,  a s  t h e  s a m e  o p t i o n a l  p o w e r  i s  c l a im e d  e v e n  
m o r e  d i s t i n c t l y  in  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s .

1 1 2 .  By the lion. N . Fitzgerald.— I  p r e s u m e  i t  i s  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  n o n - o b l ig a t i o n  u p o n  th e  
M i n i s t e r ? — Y e s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  r e f u s i n g  s h a l l  b e  g o o d  o n e s  o r  b a d  o n e s .  N o w ,  I  
b e g  t o  d r a w  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c l a u s e  3 3  o f  t h e  n e w  M i n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  c l a u s e  9  o f  t h e  B i l l  
u n d e r  a n o t h e r  f o r m .—\_'lhe witness read the same. ] — A t  a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  h e
m a y  d e c l a r e  t h a t  i t  i s  a b a n d o n e d ,  b o t h  o n  b e h a l f  o f  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ; a n d  c l a u s e  2 7 —[:reading
the same'].

1 1 3 . By the lion. J. P. Bear.— Y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p o w e r  t h e r e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  i s  e x c e s s i v e ?  
— Y e s ,  i t  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  a  n e w  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  a l t o g e t h e r  u p o n  t h e  g o ld f ie ld s .

114. Speculators ?—I do not know what name to give them.
1 1 5 . N o t  bona fide  m i n e r s  ?— N o ,  o p e r a t o r s  I  w o u ld  c a l l  t h e m .



1 1 6 . B y the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— Y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t  m>. j . Bnohaium, 
i f  c a r r i e d  i n t o  e f f e c t  ?— Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w o u ld  a b s o r b  a l l  in  l i t i g a t i o n  a s  c o n s t r u c t i v e  o b j e c t i o n s  a r e  i n v i t e d  siBtoctober'isn. 
a t  a l l  s t a g e s .  T h e  c l a s s  o f  m i n i n g  w e  c a r r y  o n  c o u ld  n o t  e x i s t  u n d e r  t h e s e  R e g u la t i o n s .

1 1 7 .  B y  the Hon. N . Fitzgerald.— D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s ,  w h e r e  
b o t h  p a r t i e s  a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  to  b r i n g  t h e  c o n t r a c t  u n d e r  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  to  b e  r a t i f i e d  b y  h im ,  
t h a t  e i t h e r  p a r t y  s h o u l d  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  h a v e  h i s  c o n t r a c t  m a d e  v a l i d  b y  h i s  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  ?— I  t h i n k  n o t .  I  t a k e  t h a t  C l u n e s  c a s e  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  I t  w o u ld  n o t  a p p l y  t o  u s .  W e  a r e  
p e r f e c t ly  s a t i s f i e d .

1 1 8 .  N o t  s p e a k i n g  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p a n y ,  b u t  f r o m  y o u r  k n o w le d g e ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  e i t h e r  p a r t y  
t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  w h e r e  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  r e f u s e s  t o  j o i n  h im ,  to  c o m e  t o  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  a n d  d e m a n d  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  r i g h t  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  b e  e n d o r s e d  b y  h im ,  a n d  h a v e  t h e  f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  
l a w  ?— N o  ; I  t h i n k  t h e  m i n e r  w o u ld  r e f u s e  a  j o i n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o n ly  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  e x c e s s i v e  r o y a l t i e s ,  s o  a s  
t o  f o r c e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  t o  m a k e  c o n c e s s io n s .

1 1 9 .  Y o u  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  q u e s t io n .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  w h e r e  b o t h  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  a  c o n t r a c t  
a t  p r e s e n t  in  e x i s t e n c e  a g r e e ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  s h o u ld  b e  b o u n d  t o  r a t i f y  a  c o n t r a c t  a n d  m a k e  i t  l e g a l  ?—
Y e s ,  I  d o .

1 2 0 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  w h e r e  o n e  r e f u s e s ,  n o  m a t t e r  f r o m  w h a t  c a u s e ,  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t y  t o  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  ?— I t  i s  a  v e r y  h a r d  c a s e ,  I  t h i n k ,  in  a  c a s e  o f  e x c e s s i v e  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r s .

1 2 1 .  N o ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  n o w  ; s u p p o s i n g  y o u  r e f u s e d  to  c a r r y  o u t  y o u r  c o n t r a c t  ?— Y e s ,  I  
w o u ld  d o  i t  b e f o r e  t h e  A c t  c a m e  in  f o r c e .  I  w o u l d  n o t  s e e k  to  c o v e r  m y s e l f  b y  t h e  A c t .

1 2 2 . T h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  q u e s t io n .  I f  y o u  a r e  to  l e g a l i z e  c o n t r a c t s ,  y o u  m u s t  d o  i t  f o r  a l l  p u r p o s e s ,  f o r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  l e s s o r  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l e s s e e  ; y o u  o u g h t  n o t  t o  g iv e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  o n e  o f  t h e m  b y  
r e f u s i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  i f  y o u  t h o u g h t  f i t  so  to  d o  ?— Y e s ,  to  
p r e v e n t  f r a u d u l e n t  c o n t r a c t s .

1 2 3 .  By the Hon. Sir. S. Wilson.— S u p p o s e  y o u r  o w n  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h a t  y o u r  l a n d l o r d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
i n s t e a d  o f  f iv e  p e r  c e n t ,  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t e n  p e r  c e n t . ,  a s  y o u  w e r e  g e t t i n g  l a r g e  r e t u r n s ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  
w o u ld  b e  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  l a w  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  b y  w i t h o l d i n g  h i s  a s s e n t  t o  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s h o u ld  
m a k e  i t  i n v a l i d  ?— I  t h i n k  i t  u n j u s t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  f a i r  a g r e e m e n t .

1 2 4 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s h o u ld  h a v e  
t h e  p o w e r  o f  l e g a l i z i n g  t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  ?— Y e s  ; I  t h i n k  s t r i c t  j u s t i c e

d e m a n d s  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  so .
1 2 5 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.—I t  s h o u l d  b e  o b l i g a t o r y  u p o n  t h e  M i n i s t e r ,  u p o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

o f  o n e  o r  o t h e r  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s ,  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  c o n t r a c t  a n d  g i v e  i t  t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a w  ? Y e s ,  i t  
w o u ld  b e  s t r i c t l y  j u s t ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  m i n e r s  w o u l d  a c c e p t  t h a t  q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .

1 2 6 .  H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a n y  o t h e r  c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s  e x c e p t  t h e  R e f o r m

Company ?— Y es. .
1 2 7 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  a  c l a u s e  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  w o u l d  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  

n o w  c a r r y i n g  o n  m i n i n g  o n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  ? — T h e  t e s t  o f  i t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  g i v e  i t  u p  ; t h e y  c a n  
a b a n d o n  i t  a t  a n y  m o m e n t ; t h e y  a r e  a t  p e r f e c t  l i b e r t y  t o  d o  so  n o w .

1 2 8 . W o u l d  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  B i l l  p r o d u c e  a  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  a g r e e m e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  
n o w  w o r k i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  ? — I t  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  h o n o r a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g

a g r e e m e n t s .  „ „ , . . . , , -  t  i.
1 2 9 .  Without regard to what is most honorable, which is the best for the mining interest . 1  t h i n k

it is th.6 best for ovsrybody•
1 3 0 . H a v e  y o u  a n y  r e m a r k s  t o  m a k e  u p o n  a n y  o t h e r  c l a u s e ? — Y e s  ; c l a u s e  1 4  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  ;

s o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  r e p e t i t i o n s  o f  p r e v i o u s  o n e s .  , , . , • • „
131. The thirteenth clause you think, as a practical miner, and all the clauses under which mining

s h o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o n ,  o u g h t  t o  b e  e m b o d ie d  i n  t h e  B i l l  ?— D e c i d e d l y .  .
1 3 9  The Minister to have no power at all, except what the A ct strictly gives him . No , only 

to carry out the provisions of the Act, and to be bound by it the same as any other person.
l o o  Bu \lie j j on T  T  a*Beckett.— Y o u  d o  n o t  m e a n  to  s a y  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  l e a s e  i t s e l f

i m p o r t e d  i n t o  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  ; y o u  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  s h o u ld  b e  b o u n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

t h e  c o n t r a c t  ™ _ W o u l d  y o u  g i v e  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a n y  p o w e r  o f  i n s i s t i n g  n p o n  l a b o r

c o v e n a n t s  in  o r e  t h a n  y o u  d o  n o w  to  t h e  l e s s o r s  ? - N o ,  n o  p o w e r s  w h a t e v e r  b e y o n d  w h a t  t h e  b y e - l a w s  o f  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e t t l e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  o f ,  I  w o u l d  n o t  g i v e  m m .
t h e  d l a t » c> ^ u aa‘rr eeaJ a re  t h a t  t h e  iZ in g  B o a r d  R e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  c o n t r a d . c t o r y  ? - B u t  t h e y  a p p l y  

to  e a c h  d i s t r i c t  e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  e n o r m o u s  b l o c k s  o f  c o u n t r y  a r e  l o c k e d

was a better title than a lease from a private owner t— les ,  our snares we 
this ground than when we were upon the Crown land.

I l l  How much Lh p a 7 d X ™ -£ '3 M > - We have received £19,220, and we have obtained £270,000

worth 0/ 4 gold; X n t l mT o u r y » r t  m O O O ^ a s  the entire called-up capital of yon company ? -Y e s .
1 4 1  E i g h t  t h o u s a n d  s h a r e s  ? — Y e s .  , p 0 , n n n n

! « :  havefpent all tlmt on machinery and work except

£19,22(\ I T  N i n e t e e n  t h o u s a n d  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y  p o u n d s  i s  t h e  c l e a r  d i v i d e n d  ? — Y e s .
) £ '  t h a t  b e y o n d  t h e  £ 1 3 , 0 0 0  o r i g in a l  c a p i t a l  ? - N o ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  in  i t .
1 4 6  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.—W h a t  i s  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s h a r e s  a t  p r e s e n t  . — A b o u t  1 5 a ,



Mr. j.Buchamari,'- 1 4 7 . By the Chairman.— Y o u r  g r o u n d  n o w  m u s t  b e  in  s u c h  a  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t ,  f o r  b lo c k i n g  o u t ,  y o u
sistfOctober is77." g o  o n  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  ?— Y e s  ; b u t  w e  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  w e  s h a l l  lo s e  i t  b y  t h i s  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n .

1 4 8 . By the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— T h e n  y o u  w o u ld  f e e l  i t  a  g r e a t  h a r d s h i p  i f  a  l a w  w e r e  n o w  m a d e  
b y  w h i c h  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  c o u ld  c o m e  i n  a n d  t a k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  y o u r  l e a d s  t h a t  y o u  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  
t h e  g r o u n d  y o u  h a v e  p r o v e d  ?— Y e s ,  w e  s h o u ld .

1 4 9 .  I s  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  c l a u s e  t h a t  y o u  w i s h  t o  r e f e r  t o  ?— Y e s ,  c la u s e  1 8 .
1 5 0 .  W h a t  d o  y o u  e s t im a t e  t h e  m in e  t o  b e  w o r t h  ?— E i g h t  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s  1 6 s .
1 5 1 . T h a t  i s  t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e  ?— Y e s .
1 5 2 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  h a d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r e d u c i n g  y o u r  

s h a r e s  ?— I  a m  h a p p y  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  t a k i n g  a c t io n  h a s  h a d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s e n d in g  
o u r  s h a r e s  u p  a g a i n  ; t h e y  w e r e  d o w n  v e r y  lo w .

1 5 3 . Y o u  s a y  y o u  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  £ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  g o ld  o u t  o f  t h e  c la im  ?— Y e s .
1 5 4 .  I s  t h a t  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a im  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  l e a s e  o f  n o w ,  o r  d o  y o u  in c l u d e  a l l  o th e r  

c l a i m s  y o u  h a v e  t h e r e  ?— Y e s ,  a l l .
1 5 5 .  A l l  t h e  m o n e y  e x p e n d e d  b y  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  b e f o r e  ?— N o ;  b u t  b y  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  t h a t  is  

n o w  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e .
1 5 6 . Y o u  h a v e  n o t  t a k e n  t h a t  a m o u n t  o f  g o ld  o u t  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  t w e l v e m o n t h s  ?— N o ;  w i t h i n  t h e  

l a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s .
1 5 7 . B u t  h o w  m u c h  o u t  o f  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e — t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d ? — - T h a t  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  c l a i m ; 

w e  h a v e  e x p e n d e d  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  in  o p e n i n g  u p  t h a t  g r o u n d  f o r  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  n o t h i n g  
a t  a l l  y e t .

1 5 8 .  U p o n  h o w  m u c h  d id  y o u  p a y  f iv e  p e r  c e n t .  ?— £ 1 9 ,2 5 3  1 4 s .  5 d .  u p o n  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e .  
U p  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f o r t n i g h t  t h e y  h a v e  o n l y  r e c e i v e d  £ 9 8 7  8 s .  4 d .

1 5 9 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— S o  f a r  ?— Y e s ;  so  f a r .
1 6 0 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— H o w  l o n g  h a s  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  b e e n  in  e x i s t e n c e  ?— A b o u t  

t w e l v e  y e a r s .
1 6 1 .  W h a t  l a n d  w e r e  t h e y  w o r k i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  l e a s e  o f  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e ? — - C r o w n  l a n d s  a n d  

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .
1 6 2 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— I n  t h e  s a m e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  ?— I n  t h e  s a m e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,
1 6 3 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— Y o u  c a n n o t  s a y  h o w  m u c h  o f  t h e  £ 1 9 , 5 0 0  w o r t h  o f  g o ld  c a m e  

f r o m  C r o w n  l a n d s ,  a n d  h o w  m u c h  f r o m  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  ?— Y e s ;  f r o m  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  o n ly  £ 1 9 ,2 5 3  1 4 s .  5 d .
1 6 4 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— T h a t  i s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s ? — N o ;  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  

e s t a t e ,  f r o m  o u r  o w n  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d ,  a n d  1 0 0  a c r e s  a d j o i n i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  £ 1 0 , 4 1 4  1 4 s . 4 d . ,  a n d  f o r  t h a t  a m o u n t  
w e  s p e n t  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0  i n  m a c h i n e r y  a n d  l a b o r  b e f o r e  w e  g o t  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l .

1 6 5 .  By the Hon. T. T. dBecliett.— Y o u  l o s t  £ 5 0 0 0  ?— W e  a r e  £ 5 0 0 0  to  d e b i t  a t  p r e s e n t .
1 6 6 .  By the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— B u t  w i t h  t h a t  s h a f t  a n d  m a c h i n e r y  y o u  c o u ld  w o r k  a d j o i n i n g  

l a n d  ?— Y e s ;  i t  i s  in  a  s p l e n d id  p o s i t i o n ,  r e a d y  t o  o p e r a t e  u p o n  t h i s  l a n d  n o w .
1 6 7 . By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— I s  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  c l a u s e  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n  n o w  ? — Y e s ;  

t h e  l a s t  c l a u s e .  I t  w o u ld  b e  v e r y  h a r d  t h a t  a l l  o u r  m e n  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  c o m e  u p  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  w e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  t o  a b a n d o n  o u r  m i n e s ;  i f  w e  h a d  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e m  f o r  a  w e e k  w e  c o u ld  h a r d l y  g e t  i n t o  t h e m  
a g a i n ,  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  w o r k i n g s  d e t e r i o r a t e  so  r a p i d l y ; t h e  A c t  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  a  f e lo n y  t o  t o u c h  t h e  g o ld  
i n  o u r  o w n  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d ,  a n d  w e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t  t h a t  t h i s  h o n o r a b l e  C o u n c i l  s h o u ld  l e g a l i z e  a l l  
e x i s t i n g  a g r e e m e n t s .

1 6 8 . B y  the Hon. J. P. Bear.— Y o u  h a v e  s p o k e n  a l r e a d y  o f  e x i s t i n g  a g r e e m e n t s — i n  y o u r  o p in io n  
t h e n ,  i n  r e g a r d  t o  m i n i n g  u p o n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  w o u ld  b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  g iv e  
t h e  f r e e h o ld e r -  a n d  t h e  m i n e r  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  c o m in g  t o  t e r m s  j u s t  a s  t h e y  h a v e  .d o n e  n o w  ?— Y e s ,  I  t h i n k  
i t  w o u ld .

1 6 9 .  A n d  g o i n g  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  a n d  c o m p e l l i n g  h im  t o  r a t i f y  i t ? — Y e s ; t h a t  w o u ld  b e  f o r  t h e i r  
m u t u a l  b e n e f i t .

1 7 0 .  T h a t  i s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  ?— Y e s .
1 7 1 .  I t  w o u l d  d e v e lo p  t h e  a u r i f e r o u s  l a n d s  ?— Y e s .
1 7 2 .  B y the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— W o u l d  t h i s  c l a u s e  s u i t  y o u — “  I t  s h a l l  b e  l a w f u l  f o r  t h e  o w n e r  

o f  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  t o  m in e  i n  o r  o n  s u c h  l a n d s  f o r  g o ld  o r  s i l v e r ,  a n d  t o  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  t o  d o  so , 
b u t  o n ly ,  s a v e  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  h i s  e s t a t e  i n  t h e  s a id  l a n d ,  u p o n  s u c h  
t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  m a y  b e  a g r e e d  u p o n ,  s u b j e c t  i n  e a c h  c a s e  to  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A c t ” ?— W e  
w o u l d  b e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  f o r  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  t o  m in e  h i s  o w n  l a n d — h e  w o u l d  e i t h e r  b r e a k  h i m s e l f  o r  h a n d  i t  
o v e r  t o  u s  to  m in e  f o r  h im .

1 7 3 . W h e n  y o u  s a id  t h e  m i n e r s  f i r s t  t o  r e p o r t ,  w o u ld  y o u  t h i n k . i t  s h o u l d  b e  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  m in e r s  ? 
o r ,  i f  so , h o w  m a n y  s h o u l d  s t a t e  t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  c o n t a i n e d  g o l d  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r d e n  m a d e  a  r e p o r t  > 
u p o n  i t  ?— I  t h i n k  t h e  b e s t  m a n  t o  d o  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  m i n i n g  s u r v e y o r  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

1 7 4 .  I t  s a y s  h e r e — “  I f  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t e n ,  b e i n g  e a c h  t h e  h o l d e r  o f  a  m i n e r ’s
r i g h t ,  s h a l l  s t a t e  t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  a n y  p r i v a t e  l a n d ,  w h e t h e r  a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  C r o w n  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  o n  w h i c h  m i n i n g  i s  n o t  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o n ,  o r  o n  w h i c h  s u c h  m i n i n g  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  
d i s c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  i s  a u r i f e r o u s ,  a n d  b e  d e s i r o u s  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  s h a l l  b e  r e s u m e d  b y  
t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h r o w n  o p e n  f o r  m i n i n g ,  s u c h  p e r s o n ,  h a v i n g  p a i d  a  d e p o s i t  o f  £ 5 0 ,  m a y  m a k e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  
i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t h a t  s u c h  l a n d  b e  r e s u m e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  t h r o w n  o p e n  a c c o r d i n g l y ; a n d  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  m a y ,  i f  h e  t h i n k  f i t ,  o n  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  s u c h  a p p l i c a t i o n  r e f e r  t h e  s a m e  t o  a  w a r d e n ,  w h o  s h a l l  
t h e r e u p o n  p r o c e e d ,  a s  i n  t h e  s c h e d u l e  h e r e t o  d i r e c t e d ,  a n d  m a k e  i n q u i r y  a s  t o  t h e  a u r i f e r o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  s a id  l a n d ,  a n d  m a y  t a k e  e v i d e n c e  o n  o a t h  a n d  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o n  s u c h  a p p l i c a t i o n ” ?— Y e s ,  w e  
w o u l d  a g r e e  t o  t h a t .

1 7 5 .  T h e  q u e s t io n  i s ,  w h e t h e r  i t  s h o u l d  b e  in  t h e  p o w e r  o f  o n e  m i n e r  t o  m a k e  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  
t h e  w a r d e n  ?— N o  ; I  t h i n k  t h a t  t e n  m e n  w o u l d  b e  t h e  m in im u m  n u m b e r .

1 7 6 .  W o u l d  y o u  t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  t o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  p u t t i n g  in  t h e  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n ? — Y e s .

1 7 7 .  W o u l d  y o u  l e a v e  o n e  ?— N o  ; I  w o u l d  n o t .
1 7 8 .  N o t  e v e n  i f  h e  h a d  t o  p a y  £ 1 0 0  i n t o  t h e  w a r d e n ’s  h a n d s  a s  a  g u a r a n t e e  ?— N o  ; h e  m i g h t  b e  

a  s p e c u l a t o r .



1 7 9 . By the Hon. the Chairman.— I f  y o u  o b j e c t e d  to  t h a t  t h e n  y o u  w o u ld  o b j e c t  to  a n y  o n e  o r  tw o  Mr. j .B uchanan 

m e n  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a  l e a s e  ?— N o  ; I  w o u ld  n o t .  Mst o K e r i w .
1 8 0 .  I f  y o u  w o u ld  n o t  o b j e c t  to  o n e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a  l e a s e ,  w h y  s h o u ld  y o u  o b j e c t  t o  h i s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  

a  p i e c e  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  ?— I t  s t r i k e s  m e  t h a t  I  w o u l d  o b j e c t  m o s t  d e c id e d ly ,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  m a n  m i g h t  b e  
b r o u g h t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e ,  o r  h e  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  t h e  k n o w l e d g e .  . I  c o n s id e r  o n e  m a n  a p p l y i n g  f o r  l a n d  a n d  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  e n t r y  i n v o l v e d  o u g h t  t o  b e  a  p e r s o n  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  d o u b t  a b o u t ,  e i t h e r  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  o r  
h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  a d v i s e .

1 8 1 . S u p p o s i n g  h e  p a y s  £ 2 5  c a s h  d o w n ,  w o u ld  t h a t  b e  p r o o f  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y  ?— N o .
1 8 2 . By the Hon. T. F. a'Beckett,— D o  y o u  t h i n k  o n ly  p e r s o n s  o f  s u b s t a n c e  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  to  

l o o k  a t  l a n d  w i t h  a  v i e w  o f  m i n i n g  ?— I f  t e n  m i n e r s  w a n t  to  s e c u r e  a  le a s e  o f  l a n d ,  I  w o u l d  c o n s id e r  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  b e in g  bona Jide.

1 8 3 . S u p p o s i n g  a  m a n  h a p p e n e d  t o  c o m e  a c r o s s  a  g o o d  q u a r t z  r e e f  u p o n  a  p ie c e  o f  l a n d ,  a  p o o r  o r  
a  r i c h  m a n ,  w h i c h e v e r  y o u  l i k e ,  w o u l d  y o u  n o t  g i v e  h im  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h a t  ?— Y e s  ; d e c id e d ly .

1 8 4 .  W i t h o u t  t h e  t e n  m e n  ?— Y e s .
1 8 5 .  I I o w  w o u l d  h e  m a k e  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  t e n  m e n  ? — O n e  m a n  d i s c o v e r in g  a  v e r y  

r i c h  p i e c e  o f  g r o u n d  m i g h t  t h e n  v e r y  e a s i l y  a p p l y  t o  t h e  m i n i n g  s u r v e y o r  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
1 8 6 .  By the Hon. the Chairman.— H a v e  y o u  a n y  o t h e r  c l a u s e  t o  b r i n g  b e f o r e  u s ? — Y e s ;  in  t h e  

R e g u l a t i o n s ,  c l a u s e  2  a n d  3 . I  s p e a k  n o w  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  a l l u v i a l  g r o u n d ,  3 0  a c r e s ; i t  
i s  p e r f e c t l y  r i d ic u lo u s .

1 8 7 .  W h a t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  r i d ic u lo u s  ?— A  c la im  o f  3 0  a c r e s ; in  t h e  c o u n t r y  w e  a r e  m in i n g  i t  w o u ld  
n o t  p a y  f o r  t h e  l a b o r  o f  s i n k i n g  t h e  s h a f t .

1 8 8 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  a l t e r  t h e  n u m b e r  t o  ?— I  w o u l d  l e t  t h e  p a r t i e s  
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  c l a im  t h a t  w o u ld  s u i t  t h e m .

1 8 9 .  By the Hon. T. T. a?Beckett.— W i t h o u t  l i m i t  ?— W i t h o u t  l im i t .
1 9 0 .  W o u l d  y o u  p u t  a  m i n i m u m ? — T h e  b y e - l a w s  i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  su f f ic e  f o r  t h a t ; t h e y  

p r o v id e  f o r  a  s h a f t  t o  b e  s u n k  f o r  e v e r y  7 0  m e n ’s  g r o u n d ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  e n o u g h  e x p e n d i t u r e  t o  
in c u r ,  a n d  w e  a r e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  a b i d e  b y  t h a t .

1 9 1 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— W h a t  w o u ld  b e  7 0  m e n ’s  g r o u n d  in  t h e  g r o u n d  y o u  a r e  w o r k i n g  
n o w  ?— A b o u t  2 1 0  a c r e s  ; i t  d e p e n d s  u p o n  h o w  y o u  m e a s u r e  t h e  3 0  a c r e s .

1 9 2 .  By the Hon. T. F. <£Beckett.— T h i r t y  a c r e s  u p o n  a  l i n e  o f  r a i l w a y  w o u ld  b e  a  v e r y  g r e a t  
l e n g t h ; w o u l d  y o u  m e a s u r e  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  r e e f  ?— N o ; i t  w o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  w i d t h  in  
l e n g t h .  I  t h i n k  o u r  l i m i t  i s  t h r e e  t i m e s  i t s  w i d t h ; 2 0  c h a i n s  i n  w i d t h  w o u l d  g i v e  a  c la im  6 0  c h a i n s  l o n g .

1 9 3 .  By the Hon. J. P. Bear.— A r e  y o u  s p e a k i n g  n o w  o f  a l l u v i a l  ?— Y e s .
1 9 4 .  H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  q u a r t z  ?— N o .
1 9 5 . By the Hon. the Chairman.— H o w  d id  y o u  g e t  y o u r  g r o u n d  m e a s u r e d ; y o u  k n o w  h o w  l e a d s  

g e n e r a l l y  r u n ,  s o m e t im e s  i n  p l a c e  o f  g o i n g  s t r a i g h t  t h e y  r u n  f r o m  s id e  t o  s id e  ?— W e  j u s t  t a k e  u p  a n  a r e a  
u p o n  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  a n d  a b i d e  b y  t h a t ; i f  t h e  l e a d  g o e s  o u t s i d e  i t  i s  n o t  o u r s  a n y  m o r e .

1 9 6 .  B y the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— I s  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  c l a u s e  i n  t h e  R e g u la t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  w i s h  t o  
s p e a k  o f  ?— T h a t  i s  a l l  a t  p r e s e n t .

1 9 7 .  By the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— H a s  t h e  c o n t r a c t  u n d e r  w h i c h  y o u r  c o m p a n y  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  V i n t i n g b o o l  e s t a t e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ? — V e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ;  i t  i s  h o n o r a b l y  
c a r r i e d  o u t ,  w e  h a v e  n o  t r o u b l e  a t  a l l ; w e  a r e  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  t o  c a r r y  i t  o n ,  a n d  p r o p o s e  t o  c a r r y  i t  o n ,  a n d  
p a y  t h e  r e n t  t o  t h e  C r o w n  b e s id e s .

1 9 8 .  By the Hon. N. Fitzgerald.— Y o u  h a v e  s u b - l e t  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  ?— Y e s .
1 9 9 .  W h a t  i s  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  f o r  t h e  s u b - l e t t i n g  ?— W e  p r o v i d e  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e  a n d  t h e  

m a c h i n e r y .
2 0 0 .  W h a t  d o  t h e  C h i n e s e  g i v e  y o u  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  r o y a l t y  ?— F o u r t e e n  a n d  a  h a l f  p e r  c e n t ,  o f  t h e  

g r o s s  a m o u n t ,  a n d  w e  p a y  5  p e r  c e n t .  ; w e  h a v e  o n l y  9 |  p e r  c e n t ,  o u r s e lv e s .  W e  h a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o f i t  o u t  
o f  i t .  W e  f in d  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e .

2 0 1 .  I s  i t  s t e a m  m a c h i n e r y  y o u  g i v e  o r  c o m m o n  p u d d l i n g  ?— N o  ; o u r s  i s  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  m a c h i n e r y : 
s i x  la ro -e  s t e a m - e n g i n e s  a n d  l a r g e  p u d d l i n g  m i l l s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  i s  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0  
a lo n e .  O u r  a s s e t s  a r e  p u t  d o w n  i n  t h e  l a s t  b a l a n c e - s h e e t  a t  £ 2 4 , 7 6 6  1 5 s .  lO d .

2 0 2 .  B y the Hon. J. P. Bear.-— S p e a k i n g  g e n e r a l l y  o f  t h e  B i l l ,  y o u  a r e  a f r a i d  i t  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  a  
c la s s  o f  s p e c u l a t o r s  ?— Y e s  ; a  c l a s s  o f  m e n  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  s p e n t  a n y  m o n e y  o r  l a b o r  t o  t a k e  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  

o u r  w o r k s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s .

The witness withdrew.

M r .  A l e x a n d e r  M c V i t t y  e x a m i n e d .

2 0 3 .  B y  tie  Hon. the Chairman.—Have y o u  a n y t h i n g  t o  a d d  t o  M r .  B u c h a n a n ’s  s t a t e m e n t  ?— I  Mr. A 3 ic v i< ^  
h a v e  b e e n  m i n i n g  m a n a g e r  f o r  a b o u t_ 1 6  o r  1 8  y e a r s  ; a n d  in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  B i l l ,  f r o m  m y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I

t h i n k  w e  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l y  b e t t e r  w i t h o u t  i t .  , ,  .
2 0 4 .  W o u l d  y o u  b e  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  g o  o v e r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  M r .  B u c h a n a n  d id  n o t  t e l l  u s — g iv e  u s  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  o m i t t e d ,  o r  a n y  p r a c t i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  a m e n d i n g  t h e  B i l l  ?— I  c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t

I  c a n  a d d  m u c  ^  Hon. J. P- Bear.— Y o u  t h i n k  M r .  B u c h a n a n  t o u c h e d  u p o n  m o s t  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  ? I  

t h i n k  t h a t  M r  B u c h a n a n  t o u c h e d  u p o n  m o s t  o f  t h e  t h i n g s .  I n  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y ,  h e  d id  
n o t  s t a t e  e x p l i c i t l y  h o w  w e  a r e  p l a c e d  ; i n  t h e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  c o m m e n c e d  m i n i n g  1 2  y e a r s  a g o  
n o t s t a e  p  y  g p e n t  £ 1 2 , 5 0 0  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  a c q u i r e d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .  O n l y  r e c e n t l y  
u p o n  C r o w n  _ ’ t i n g b 0 0 l e s t a t e  o f  1 2 8 0  a c r e s ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  i t  w a s  e l i c i t e d  t h a t  w e  g o t  so  m u c h  g o l d
w e  a c q m r e d  T h e  w h o l e  0 f  t h e  g o ld  t h a t  M r .  B u c h a n a n  m e n t io n e d ,  £ 2 7 8 , 0 0 0  w o r t h ,  w a s

* + t L  w h o l e  c la im — t h e  C r o w n  l a n d  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  a s  w e l l ,  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  e i g h t  y e a r s ,
g o t  o u t  o i  xin o  ^  FitzgemU '— i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p o i n t s — f i r s t ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  p a r t i e s

s h o u l d  g o  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r — o n e  p a r t y  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t  o u g h t  t o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e

c o n t r a c t  r a t i f i e d ? — ( M a i f f i y ,  O f  c o u r s e  t h e  c a s e  i s  s t i l l  s t r o n g e r  w h e r e  b o t h  a r e  a g r e e d ? — Y e s .

2 0 8  B y the Hon. N. Fitzgerald. — Ton w o u ld  m a k e  i t  o b l i g a t o r y  u p o n  t h e  M i n i s t e r  t o

r a t i f y  ?— Y e s ,



*ty. a. Meviny, 209. One or other ?— One or other.
$77, 2 1 0 .  W i t h o u t  a l t e r i n g  a n y  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  ?— W i t h o u t  a l t e r i n g  a n y  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b e c a u s e ,  i f

a n y  p a r t y  i s  d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  l e f t  t o  t h e i r  c o m m o n  l a w  r i g h t s .
2 1 1 .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  d o  y o u  c o n s id e r  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  t h e  R e g u l a t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  

e m b o d ie d  i n  t h e  B i l l  ?— I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  s h o u ld .  T h e  R e g u l a t i o n s  w e  o n l y  g o t  s in c e  w e  c a m e  h e r e  ; a n d ,  
g l a n c i n g  o v e r  t h e m ,  w e  f in d  t h e y  a r e  n i o s t  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  T h o s e  t h a t  M r .  B u c h a n a n  h a s  s p o k e n  o f ,  t h e  
a r e a  o f  3 0  a c r e s  f o r  a  c l a im  i n  o u r  d i s t r i c t ,  w o u l d  n o t  s u i t  a t  a l l .  N o  p e r s o n  w o u l d  i n v e s t  c a p i t a l  u p o n  
3 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  H a d d o n  d i s t r i c t  to  p u t  d o w n  a  s h a f t  u p o n .

2 1 2 .  W h o m  w o u ld  y o u  l e a v e  t o  d e c id e  t h e  a r e a  ?— M r .  B u c h a n a n  h a s  j u s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  w e  w o u ld  b e  
s a t i s f i e d  t o  b e  g u i d e d  b y  t h e  m i n i n g  b y e - l a w s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

2 1 3 .  T h a t  i s  y o u r  o p in io n  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h a t  e a c h  d i s t r i c t ’s o w n  b y e - l a w s  s h o u l d  p r e s c r i b e  t h e  a r e a  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  w h o  c o n t r a c t  t o  w o r k  i t  ?— Y e s .

2 1 4 .  S e v e n t y  m e n  w o u ld  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e  b y e - l a w s  a l l o w  f o r  7 0  m e n  ?— Y e s ,  u p o n  
C r o w n  l a n d s .

2 1 5 .  B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Y o u  a r e  a w a r e ,  u n d e r  t h e  M i n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  3 0  a c r e s  is  t h e  
l a r g e s t  p i e c e  o f  g r o u n d  y o u  c a n  a p p l y  f o r  ; b u t  u n d e r  a  s p e c i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  M i n i s t e r  c a n  g r a n t  y o u  5 0 0  
o r  6 0 0  a c r e s ,  i f  h e  c h o o s e  ?— Y e s .

2 1 6 .  B y the Hon. T. T. c?Beckett.— Y o u  c a n n o t  a s s u m e  t h a t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  m a d e  b y  a  p e r s o n  
t o  w o r k  u p o n  l a n d  t h a t  h a s  h i t h e r t o  n o t  b e e n  m in e d ,  a n d  i s  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l — h e  
m i g h t  w i s h  t o  h a v e  a  v e r y  l a r g e  s l i c e  o f  i t ,  a n d  a s k  f o r  a  v e r y  l a r g e  a r e a  ; a n d  I  s u p p o s e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  
R e g u l a t i o n  i s  t o  l i m i t  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  a  p e r s o n  m i g h t  g o  in  g o i n g  u p o n  l a n d  b e l o n g i n g  t o  p r i v a t e  
p e r s o n s ,  b e c a u s e  a  p e r s o n  m i g h t  h a v e  a n  e s t a t e  o f  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s ,  a n d  h e  m i g h t  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  w h o le  
o f  i t  ?— Y e s  ; t a k e  t h a t  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  a s  b e i n g  a  b l o c k  o f  g r o u n d ,  s a y  6 4 0  a c r e s .  G o l d  m a y  b e  f o u n d  a t  
o n e  c o r n e r ,  a n d  m a y  g o  r i g h t  o u t  o f  i t ; b u t ,  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l e s s e e ,  i t  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to  t a k e  
u p  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a ,  t h o u g h  t h e  g o ld  m a y  r u n  o n ly  h a l f  t h r o u g h  i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h o u g h  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  m a y  l e a d  t o  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  g u t t e r  g o e s  t h r o u g h  i t ,  y e t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  g r o u n d  i s  b o r e d ,  y o u  
c a n n o t  s a y  s o  w e l l  w h e r e  t o  p u t  d o w n  a  s h a f t .

2 1 7 .  By the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— W h a t  i s  y o u r  o p in io n  a s  to  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  g i v i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e r  
f u l l  p o w e r  to  r e f u s e  a  l e a s e  f o r  r e a s o n s  w h i c h  m a y  s e e m  g o o d  to  h i m  ?— I  t h i n k  h e  s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  s u c h  
p o w e r .

2 1 8 .  I n  c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t  ?— I  t h i n k  h e  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  p o w e r  to  r e f u s e .
2 1 9 .  B y  the Hon. T. T. a’Beckett.— T h a t  i s  w h e r e  m i n i n g  i s  c a r r i e d  o n  ?— Y e s ,  w h e r e  bona fide 

m i n i n g  i s  g o i n g  o n .
2 2 0 . B y the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— W h e r e  a n  o w n e r  a n d  a  m i n e r  m a d e  a  c o n t r a c t  b y  t h e m s e lv e s ,  

e i t h e r  in  t h e  p a s t  o r  f u t u r e ,  a  M i n i s t e r  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  r e f u s e  ?— H e  s h o u ld  n o t .  T h i s  i s  a n  
a d d i t i o n a l  c l a u s e  t h a t  w e  d r e w  u p  a s  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  “  P r o v i d e d  a l s o ,  t h a t  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
s h a l l  b e  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  a r r a n g e  b e t w e e n  t h e m s e lv e s  t h e  t e r m s  o f  c o m p e n s a t io n  t o  b e  p a id  t o  t h e  o w n e r s ,
e i t h e r  b y  a  m o n e y  p a y m e n t  o r  b y  a  p e r  c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  g o ld  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d . ”

2 2 1 .  Y o u  w o u l d  m o d i f y  t h a t  b y  a l l o w i n g  o n e  p a r t y  t o  a p p l y ? — Y e s .
2 2 2 . B y  the Hon. J. P. Bear.— D o  y o u  k n o w  o f  a n y  a u r i f e r o u s  f r e e h o ld  l a n d  i n  y o u r  d i s t r i c t  u p o n

w h i c h  t h e  o w n e r  r e f u s e s  t o  l e t  m i n i n g  g o  o n  ?— I  k n o w  o f  n o n e .
2 2 3 .  B y the Hon. JY". Fitzgerald.— D i d  y o u  e v e r  h e a r  o f  a n y  c a s e  i n  a n o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  ?— T h e  o n ly  

c a s e  I  k n o w  o f  i s  in  t h e  R o k e w o o d  d i s t r i c t ,  w h e r e  t h e  o w n e r  w o u ld  n o t  l e t  i t ,  e x c e p t  u p o n  c e r t a i n  t e r m s  ; 
h e  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  l e t  i t  b e  w o r k e d .

2 2 4 .  D i d  h e  c o m e  t o  t e r m s ? — Y e s ,  i t  i s  b e i n g  w o r k e d  n o w .
2 2 5 .  B y the Hon. J. P. Bear.— D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  B i l l  w i l l  n o t  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  

a u r i f e r o u s  l a n d s  ?— I t  w i l l  n o t .
2 2 6 .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  u p  a  c l a s s  o f  s p e c u l a t o r s  ?— I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  a  c l a s s  o f  m e n  t h a t  

w i l l  n o t  c a r r y  o n  m in in g .
2 2 7 .  B y the Hon. T. T. a?Beckett.— D o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  u n d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e  a n y  l e g i s l a ­

t i o n  u p o n  m i n i n g  o n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  ? — I  t h i n k  t h e r e  s h o u ld  b e .
2 2 8 .  W h a t  ?— T o  l e g a l i z e  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  C r o w n  to  c o m p e l  t h e  o w n e r  t o  t a k e  c o m ­

p e n s a t i o n  f o r  h i s  l a n d .  T h e  f o r m e r  A c t  s e n t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  i s  a  m u c h  s u p e r i o r  A c t  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  o n e .

2 2 9 .  B y  the lion. F. S. Dobson—( to Mr. Bvchanan) . — D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y  i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  a n  o w n e r  
a b s o l u t e l y  r e f u s e d  to  a l l o w  m i n i n g  o n  h i s  p r o p e r t y  u p o n  a n y  t e r m s  ?— I  d o  n o t .

M r .  W i l l i a m  R o g e r s o n  e x a m i n e d .

Mr. Roeersflr, 2 3 0 .  B y the Hon. the Chairman.— W h a t  a r e  y o u  ?— M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  T r u n k  L e a d  M i n i n g  C o m p a n y ,
s in  October U77 ^ j o i n i n g  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y .

2 3 1 .  Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  t w o  f o r m e r  w i t n e s s e s  ?— Y e s .
2 3 2 .  C a n  y o u  g i v e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n y  d i f f e r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  ?— O u r  c a s e  

d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p a n y  s o m e w h a t .  W e  h o ld  a  c l a im  u p o n  C r o w n  l a n d s ,  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h a t  
w e  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d -  3 4 6  a c r e s  o f  f r e e h o ld  p r o p e r t y  a d j o i n i n g  ; f o r  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  w e  p a i d  £ 2 3 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
r e p r e s e n t s  £ 9 0 0  a l s o  a s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  r i g h t  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d  i t s e l f ,  w e  
h a v e  e x p e n d e d  £ 2 7 , 0 0 0  i n  c a s h .

2 3 3 .  B y the Hon. Sir S. Wilson.— Y o u r  c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ? — C a p i t a l  a n d  m o n e y  b o r r o w e d  
a n d  w e  h a v e  a l s o  e x p e n d e d  £ 7 6 , 0 0 0  w o r t h  o f  g o l d  w e  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  m in e .

2 3 4 .  O f  c o u r s e  y o u  a r e  in  d e b t  ?— Y e s ,  w e  a r e  n o w  £ 4 0 0 0  in  d e b t ,  a n d  h a v e  h a d  n o  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  
m in e  w h a t e v e r  a s  y e t ,  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  d i v i d e n d s .

2 3 5 .  W h a t  is  t h e  m in e  w o r t h  n o w  ?— I t  i s  o n ly  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  o u r  y i e l d s  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  a  l i t t l e ,  
l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  m e r e  n o m i n a l  v a l u e .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f r e e h o ld  p r o p e r t y  w e  h a v e  p u r c h a s e d ,  i f  
w e  w e r e  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  m i n i n g  u n d e r  i t  w e  s h o u ld  b e  r u i n e d ; w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t o  c e a s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  
l e a d  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g  u p o n  t h e  C r o w n  l a n d s  i s  t r e n d i n g  t o w a r d s  t h a t ,  a n d  a l l  o u r  p r o s p e c t s  d e p e n d  u p o n  
o u r  g e t t i n g  t h e  g o ld  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d — w e  h a v e  t r a c e d  i t  to  t h a t  l a n d .

2 3 6 .  Y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  q u e s t io n s  a s k e d  t h e  l a s t  t w o  w i t n e s s e s  ; d o  y o u  d i f f e r  f r o m  th e m  ?— I  d o  
n o t .  A s  t o  c l a u s e  4 , i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  b e i n g  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  m a k e  t e r m s  ; I  t h i n k
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238' L f f t n r t " '  f  t  Be? r-— y ?" sPeak of existing contracts ?— I speak of future contracts only.
238. In future contracts, should either party have the right to make it valid ?—  Certainlv because 

. is open to either party to back o u t; and I think it is a bad example to set to “he miniufcommunity^o
persons to break through contracts that have been entered into in good faith. community

, . ~ IIon ' B itzgerald.— You  must remember that though now you have no power to
e ice 0116 .°* I1,086, coutracts’ lf n  were made legal you would have the remedy that you have now • at 
present we take the law to he that, it I  take a contract the person left behind has no remedy against’the 
party breaking it but i the Minister fiated this contract and it had the force of law, the retiring party 
from that conti act would be amenable to the law as much as any person breaking the contract ?—1 think 
the owner of the land is very unlikely to break through a contract, because the arrangements that were 
entered into before the Act. would be probably as satisfactory or more so than any arrangement made 
value™ ’ mmer retired {t wouId probably be because the ground had proved of little or no

240. You have heard the evidence taken about the power of the Minister. Do you agree with the 
othei witnesses . —I do. I  think it is most objectionable, and a most monstrous proposition altogether, that 
the right of granting a lease, where the conditions have not been complied with, should be with the Minister, 
or the right of lefusal either. I  think that the terms under which leases can be obtained should be clearly 
set foith in the Act, and if the applicant has complied with those conditions, he should be able to ask his 
lease from the Minister as a right and not as a favor ; I  think that the A ct ought to be self-interpreting in 
that respect, and it ought to be as clear for us, the community, as for the Minister.

241. B y  the H on. J . P . Bear. Are you aware of /my land in your district upon which the owner 
refuses to let anyone mine ?— No, none.

242. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Is there any mortgage for the £ 40 0 0  upon your company ?— Yes.
243. And if this Bill was carried in its present state, would it destroy the security of your mortgage ?

—It would be very insecure indeed and we should be entirely at the mercy of our bankers.
244. What would their security be, supposing you were deprived of your land ?— The plant and 

machinery and the uncalled capital, £2025 . I would say that I  quite agree with what has been said, that 
the conditions under which these leases should be held should be the labor covenants of the bye-laws of 
the particular district.

245. The leasing regulations would do that, would they not ?— The regulations differ in different 
districts. I  think the bye-laws are a safe guide, seeing that all those things were considered when the 
bye-laws were framed, and the area to be held should be proportioned to the depth of the sinking.

The witness withdrew .

A journed to to-morrow a t half-past Two o’clock.

T H U R S D A Y , 1 s t  N O VEM BER, 1877.

Members present:
The Hon, J , A . W a l l a c e ,  in the chair j

The Hon. J . P . Bear 
. R. Simson 

R. D. Reid

The Hon. T. T. a’Beckett 
Sir S. Wilson 
F. S. Dobson.

Mr. James Gray Weddell examined.
246. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You come from Sandhurst ?—I  do. air. j  o.weddeii,
247. B y  the H on. J. P . B ear.— What are you ?—Mining manager. lBt Nov-18̂ - ’
248. Of what company ?— About twenty or thirty.
249. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Have you read the Bill now before the Committee ?— I have 

carefully looked over the Bill and the proposed amendments by the Hon. Mr. Wallace. I  quite agree with 
all of them. There is one little thing in clause 16.

250. You say you agree with all the amendments proposed by me?— Yes.
251. But there is one you do not agree with?— No, I  do not say that. There is a slight omission 

in clause 16. There ought to be a distance stated from buildings.
252. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear.— For exempted land ?— Yes.
253. B y  the Hon. R . D . B eid.— What distance should there be ?— One hundred feet, at least.
254. How about a garden, if a person had a garden ?— It should not be near the gate. It would 

not do to sink a shaft and pile the mullock against the fence or the gate. It would be a hard thing to 
state the distance. The fence might be half a mile from the garden oi oichard.

255. A  garden or orchard under this is exempt under this A ct?— Yes, but it would be very hard 
lines if a person were to sink a shaft, and pile the mullock up against the gate.

256. B y the Hon. J. P . Bear.'—What distance do you say there should be ?—I would not allow the
mullock to be within thirty feet from any fence.

257. Within what distance would you allow a shaft to be sunk ?—I should say sixty feet.
258. B y  the Hon. R . T>. Reid.— That is from a garden fence ?— Yes, garden fence.
259. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— Do you think that would be safe ?— I think so,
260. N o eye-sore to the property ?—-Certainly it would be.

M i n i n g . B



Mr.J .G.Weddell 
continued,

1st Nov. 1877.
261. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You would not have it in such a way that if the owner wished 

to let it go closer, you would not interfere ?— No, I  would never interfere with any agreement between the 
parties, in any shape or form.

262. B y  the H on. J . P. B ear.— You think that would be an eyesore to the homestead ?— Of course 
it would, but il the owner did not object, I  would not object to it.

263. But I  speak of a case where the owner did not consent ?— Then I would not allow it. The 
mullock may be piled against a fence and the goats might get over the fence upon it and do endless 
damage.

264. If the mullock was piled up within 30 feet of a fence the chances are that goats would o-et 
over ?— Yes, and of course a person may want to drive a horse and cart in, or a carriage. ^

265. B y  the Hon. B . D . JReid.— In the Regulations in clause 3, would 30 acres be sufficient ?—  
These Regulations have been drawn up for reefs. I have never had any difficulty in getting a larger area 
applied for. I find that if it is over 30 acres, all I  have to do is to write to the department and ask the 
Minister for the time being to instruct the warden to hear applications number so and so. A ll the applica­
tions are numbered, being over the Regulation 30 acres, it has always been granted.

266. That is Crown lands ?— Yes.
267. B y  the H on. J . P. B ear.— W e  are dealing with private lands now ?— I think if the owner 

and the applicant can agree as to the extent it ought to be granted at once without any difficulty at all.
268. But this is to provide for mining upon private lands without the consent of the owner ?------
269. B y  the H on. R . B .  R eid .— Is 30 acres sufficient for a claim ?— Certainly not, it depends upon 

the depth. It might cost £5000 or £6000 to sink a shaft—30 acres would not pay for it.
270 . B y  the H on. J . P. B ear.— A re you  speak in g  o f quartz ?— N o , a lluvial.
271. You say the Regulations refer to quartz alone?— Of course a lode is a reef.
272. By the H on. R . Simson.— There are two distinct things set o u t; one is the area in acres, and

that is for alluvial, and the other is the length along the line of quartz ?— Yes.
273. B y  the Hon. R . D . R eid .— I want to arrive at what quantity of land you consider necessary

in deep sinking to carry on extensive work, suppose you spent £20,000 or £30,000 ?— It would all depend
upon the surrounding circumstances.

274. Taking the mines that you know that are Avorking ?— I consider that carries a very good lease 
if you get thirty acres upon the reef, and, in alluvial, I consider that it is quite small enough if I have two 
hundred acres.

275. B y the lion . R . Simson.— Bear in mind that your lease is only to be for fifteen years?—Yes, 
but you can always get it reneAved.

276 B y  the lio n . J. P . B ear .— In mining that two hundred acres, hoAV would you take it upon the 
surface ; you would have to gu ess at it?— Make a rough guess at it, that is all.

277. Guess the Avay the lead ran ?— Yes ; it might take a turn and come out at a corner of your
lease.

278. Some leads are confined within narrow limits ?— Yes.
279 . T herefore, in th at description  of country you Avould require less superficial area ?— O f course it 

w ou ld  depend upon th e  w id th  and upon the q u ality  o f th e stu ff you  g e t out. T h e  on ly  th in g , as I  say, is 
to take th e  surrounding circum stances.

280. B y  the Chairman.— This is according to Mining Regulations at present for leases ?—I think 
that stands good.

281. Then a man may apply for a lease and get thirty acres granted, and his partner gets another 
thirty acres ?— Yes.

282. I f  they did not alloAv any extra quantity of ground for one individual they can get more 
leases ?— The manager of a claim can see which way it is going to trend. I f  he sees a chance no doubt he 
would apply for a lease on the side it is trending to.

283. B y  the Hon. J . P. B ear.— Y ou  say  you  h ave  upw ards o f tw en ty  m ines under your m anage­
m ent ?— Y e s , at th e  present tim e. I  w as m anager o f about n in ety -five  at one tim e.

284. Are you a manager of any mines upon private freehold property ?— Yes.
285. How many ?— One.
286. W hat is that ?— The NeAv Chum Tribute.
28 7 . Y ou  h ave a lea se  o f th at ?— Y es.
288. From a freeholder?— A n agreement; what they call a tribute agreement.
289. H ow  are they working?— Very well.
290. It is mutually satisfactory betAveen the lessor and lessee?— Yes. I applied for two small 

leases since, 4 feet wide and up to about 150 feet long. We found that the surveys did not tally, and 
last Saturday the owner of the ground came to me and said it AArould be rather aAvkward for us to find a 
tribute. H e said I  had better call a meeting of the directors, and reduce the per centage, and pay the 
whole of it.

291. B y  the Hon. R . B . R eid .— What per centage do you give ?— Twelve and a half, and he came 
to me and offered to reduce it to nine. ' •

292. B y  the H on. J . P . B ear.— Are you aware of any auriferous land in your district where the 
owner sets up his back against mining?— Never.

293. You always find they are Avilling to come to arrangement ?— Yes.
294. B y  the H on. R . Simson.— Do you see any necessity for this Bill at all ?— None at all.
2 9 5 . N o n e  at all ?— T h e on ly  n ecess ity  th a t I  see for it is  that, i f  a person encroaches upon your 

land you  can sue ; at present you  connot. T a k e  that R o y a l H u stler . W e haAre a perm it from  th e city  
cou ncil— it is  not a freehold— th e cou ncil h ave  a CroAvn grant for it, and th e  parties upon th e  opposite side 
have a freehold. W e Avere a good  deal loAver than th ey  Avere, and th ey  Avere r igh t over our heads in  our 
ground.

296. B y  the Hon. R . B .  R eid .— Working ?— Yes ; and there is no law at present to prevent it, 
unless the Attorney-General stepped in. This would legalise it. That is the only thing I \Arould like to 
see the Bill pass for.

297. B y  the H on. J . P .  B ear.— Then a Bill to legalise mining upon private lands Avould be quite 
sufficient ?— Quite sufficient.



298. For all purposes ?— For all purposes, Mr.j. o.weddeii,
299. To develop auriferous deposits ?— Yes; to prevent one man encroaching upon another. iê Nov̂ st?.
300. B y  the Hon. R . D . I te id .— Do you think it would be better to leave the agreement to be 

made between the owner of land and the miner himself, or in the way it is proposed ?— Certainly, it would 
make far better terms for both parties.

301. B y  the Chairman.— Supposing the parties cannot come to terms, would you leave it in the 
hands of the Minister ?— Yes; if you cannot come to terms.

302. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ea r .— The Minister to decide the terms ?—Yes; of course; they have the 
usual appeal under the Mining Statute.

303. W ith regard to existing leases, what is your opinion that one or both parties should have 
power to register the existing contract with the Minister to make it legal ?— I should say both parties
do it.

it ” ?— Certainly, 

option.
310.
311.

304. N ot one ?— I think not.
305. W hy not ?— One conld object at once.
306. Exactly ?— But you could not compel a person to take a lease unless he wanted it.
307. Supposing a freeholder would not agree with a lessee to have his contract registered, do not 

you think the lessee should have the right to go to the Minister and say, “ This is our contract; register 
i t ” ?— Certainly.

308. Would you give the same privilege to the lessee and the lessor ?— Yes; certainly.
309. You did not see the drift of the question at first?— No; I think one party should have the

Are there any clauses in the Bill that you would like to speak upon particularly ?— No.
V-LX. B y  the Chairman.— You see the clause proposed by myself in reference to the waterworks—  

have you ever known any hardships that have shown the necessity of passing a law such as is proposed 
there in reference to water-races ?— Yes; you will see a case in the Sandhurst paper this week. Some 
twelve months ago the manager of the Catherine Reef was sued by Mr. Shadbolt. The Catherine Reef
has been in existence I  suppose over 20 years. I  think they wanted something like £200 or £300
damages.

312. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.— What was it for ?— For running down what they call the slum and 
refuse—running down the usual channel and creek they had been in before the man bought the ground at 
all. And in the A rgus  this morning, Gerald and Allman, the jury could not agree. People would go and
buy a piece of land for speculative purposes, and put the screw on and sue.

313. B y the Hon. J . P . B ear.— Some of the witnesses we examined yesterday thought that this 
Bill would create a very undesirable class of speculators in mining property, who were not bona f id e  men 
at all; is that your opinion? would the B ill facilitate the operations of men of that class, not bona fid e  
miners or freeholders ?— From my experience, I  have always found that perhaps a dozen or two in any 
community are always looking out for those particular th in gs; if they thought there was a good spec.,"then 
they would get a lease, and float the thing at once. They would not go or be turned out so long as they
get the promoters’ money. _ .

314. Do you think such extreme powers as are in this Bill should be given to the Minister ?— 1
would never leave it to the Minister at all, if I  could help it; it is only delay in time, and a lot of red- 
tapeism. The terms would be far better made between the applicant and the owner.

- . 315. B y  the Chairman.— That is if the parties can come to terms, but if the parties do not come to
terms, then you would leave it to the Minister ? Yes.

316. B y  the Hon. R . D . R eid .— Or to the warden’s court; which would be better?— Io  the
warden’s court; I  consider that is far better. . , , * w

317. B y  the H on. R . Simson.— Would you prefer to be with or without this Bill altogether ?— We 
require a B ill to legalize stopping encroachment, that is the only necessity I see, to legalize suing and 
recovering for the gold taken out by any one encroaching, that is the whole matter.

318. I f  a short A ct were brought in to legalize existing contracts and to prevent encroachments, do 
you think that would meet all the necessities of the case ?— Everything, as far as my experience goes.

319 B v  the H on J . P .  B ear.— Some of the witnesses yesterday said they were always very glad 
to see freeholders commence mining on their own account, as they were always very glad to gtve >t up 
snnn flTu1 ipt it to a company ?— I never saw a freeholder commence mining yet.

320 But they h a v l  always been very ready to come to terms ? - Y e s ,  always, both applicants

and «h efteeh d a«» i o  ^  ^  the |ast claus0 in the Bill, the 17th ? - I  do not think it wants action

at aU" 322 W hat do you think of it, should it be there or not ’- T h a t  never ought to have been there.
E ,"  n lt l .T c h a ir m a n  - D o  I understand you about that watercourse that you consider it very- 

n e c e s s a r y  ^luR such "  should be passed ? - 1  do, not the slightest doubt about it, that ,s the new

ClaU5& 324. D id you look through the Regulat
8 of the Regulations, J ^ l ^ h e n t  of the area below the surface, and similar posts, painted red,

surface land, in “ f i t T s

sZ tM n g ^ th a u I  not’aTall wlnted! I  U t t e r l y  impossible for a man to tel. the particular piece of ground

that he intends to break the snrfaceof. company take the same amount above ground
325 B y  the Hon R  “  would be quite sufficient, for you cannot tell the exact

that they do below ground ? - !  think the tom pos i ^  ^
piece of ground you are going to ta * aeCordance with the present Mining Regulations ?— No, the two
sets of 3po!tet e t " ^ e ISnewn0t in  “ he ordinary Regulations it is *  u m d  ; it says pegs pamted

white shall « J , ^ ; : ™ nut in four corner p e g s? -T h a t is all that is required, but there are eight pegs 

here; you co u ld  not possibly do it— it is impossible.



Mr, D. Lorimer, 
Js'v N ov. 1877.

328. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.— If you are going upon private land, and you wish to take a lease of 
that land, you must define the quantity of land you want to take a lease of ?— Yes, define it just as in the 
present Act, by four posts painted white, 2 feet 6 inches high.

329. B y  the Hon. J. P. B ear.— You must define in some way the area of the ground ?— Yes, do it 
as it is done now.

330. You think that would be ample ?—Plenty.
331. That would carry the underground working as well ?— Yes.
332. B y  the Chairman.— You are satisfied with the present system of pegging off the ground for 

the present gold mining regulations ?— Y e s ; in fact you could not carry out this at all with the eight pegs.
333. Is there anything else you wish to mention ?— Clause 25 ; it allows the Governor-in-Council to 

be judge who shall have the preference to the land. My opinion is that there ought to be an easy mode of 
giving notice— say to the Minister of the Crown—to show cause why he should not issue the lease. For 
instance, there is a Gazette notice according to the Regulations has got to be gazetted a month before the 
application for the lease is granted. Why should there be a notice at all, unless it is to intimate to those 
parties who are either willing for the grant to be made, or against it ? A s there is going to be notice, I 
think there ought to be an easy mode to give notice that they will compel the Minister to issue the lease, 
or to prevent its heing granted.

334. B y  the Hon. J . P . Bear.— Do your remarks apply to present or to future leases ?— To the
future.

335. I f  the miner and the freeholder are agreed, the Minister should be compelled to issue a lease ?
— Yes.

336. And, with regard to existing contracts, should it he compulsory upon the Minister to legalize 
them?— Yes.

337. That is your opinion ?— I think so.
338. B y  the Chairman.— Suppose there were four or five applications at the same time, and the 

owners and the miners could not agree, and the application is sent in to the Minister, would you give any 
priority ?— I should certainly give it to the man who marked it out and complied with the Regulations first.

339. B y  the H on. J . P . B ear.—You are speaking now of freeholds ?— Yes.
340. B y  the Chairman.— You would give the same conditions in private property as on Crown

lands ?— Yes.
341. B y  the Hon. B . Simson.— There is a case here where two might apply at the same tim e: how 

is that to be decided ?— They may apply, but they could scarcely possibly mark it out at the same time. 
The first man upon the ground that gets in his pegs should get it.

342. - In the Regulations it is not the first man who pegs out but the first application ?—I think so
many days are granted ; you first mark off the ground.

343. B y the Chairman.— Are you not going entirely under the Mining Regulations, because here you 
cannot get into the ground to mark it off. Is not this Regulation therefore correct, that the first applicant 
should get it ?— Then I would give it to the man who made the first application. I  think clause 27 is not 
righ t; it says, “ If the Governor in Council shall refuse to grant a lease, the application shall be deemed to 
be abandoned, and such abandonment shall take effect from the date of the notice of such refusal appearing in 
the Gazette, as provided in that event by these Regulations. And the amount of compensation (if any) paid 
by the applicant shall be returned to him.” I do not see that the money should be returned at all, for it 
might cause the owner of the ground to be at some c o s t; it is not, under the ordinary Leasing Regulations.

344. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear.— You think that is a very arbitrary power ?— I think so. I  think the 
money should be lodged, and the cost that the owner of the ground was at should be deducted from it.

345. B y the Hon. T. T. a'Beckett.— What is to be done with the compensation money ?— The owner 
of that land might be at considerable cost.

346. What considerable cost would he be at ?— By the A ct he has to supply a copy of his Crown 
grant, and things of that sort.

347. What do you propose to do with the compensation money ?— I would allow the warden to say 
what amount should be deducted from it, and hand it over.

348. Then your idea is that the compensation money should be returned, less the costs incurred by 
the owner of the land ?— Y es ; there is a contradiction between the A ct and the Regulations, and the Act 
says that the costs shall be paid, the Regulations say the deposit shall be returned.

349. But the compensation means compensation for the land; if he abandons the land, the owner 
cannot have compensation for land that has not been taken, and which he keeps ?— Certainly not. What 
I suggest is—would a fair amount of money be paid to the owner for the cost he has been at ?

350. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear.— If any ?— Yes, if any.
351. And the balance returned to the applicant ?— And the balance returned to the applicant.
352. Speaking generally of this Bill, do you think it is a Bill that will facilitate the obtaining of gold 

from private freeholds, or is it likely to encumber it ?—It w ill not facilitate mining on private property any 
more than at the present time, but it will legalize it, and will prevent people encroaching one upon another.

353. Who is the owner of the freehold— you are Connected with one mine upon freehold ?— Yes, his 
name is Mr. Bullen.

354. He is a freeholder, is he ?— He is a freeholder.
355. And the arrangements work well ?—Very well.
356. What district is that in ?— Sandhurst.

The witness withdrew.

Mr. David Lorimer examined.
357. B y  the Chairman.— Where do you live ?— A t Stanley.
358. That is in the Beechworth district ?— Yes.
359. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear.— What are you ?—A  miner.
360. A  mining manager ?— I am the owner of a claim.
361. B y  the Chairman.— Is it upon Government land or private land?— Government land. I am a  

water-race owner ; one of those big water-races and tail-races. It is a peculiar mode of mining altogether.



362, Have you been through the Mining Bill ?— Yes. m-. d . Lorimer,
363< You were in the room yesterday when some evidence was given by the witnesses here—can uTnoTw7. 

you give us any additional information to what they gave yesterday—will you say what you agree with 
and what you di .Ter from ?— The evidence I would direct your attention to is more a defect, or omission 
fiom the Bill ) on are now considering. There is one peculiar feature at the Ovens. In order 
to mine the auiiferous laud there, it is necessary to construct races to divert the water, for the 
gieat bulk of the auriferous land is washed away from the grass to the bed rock. It is not mining, as 
mining is gcncially understood about the most of the other diggings ; the earth is washed away bodily.
To do that, hundreds of miles of races are constructed to convey water in all directions ; and as one portion .
of the land is woiked out, the race owner has either to extend his race further on to another block, or to 
alter its coui se, perhaps to go round or through another range, as the case may be. In many cases they 
tunnel through the range, or divert the water in some way. In doing so, it frequently happens that land 
has been alienated in the course of the races, and of course when the race owner comes with his race he 
must carry it through upon the level, or depreciate it further by dropping. He must come to terms if 
possible with the land owner io carry the race through. Of course the land owner in that case is exactly 
in the same position as a land owner who has auriferous land in his possession is ; but this laud owner’s 
land is not auriferous ; nobody supposes for a moment that there is a speck of gold in it ; but he knows 
that the race owner cannot reach the Crown land where the gold is, and he is master of the situation, and 
he makes his terms, and we must either pay his demand or drop water down at his boundary, and pick it 
up again after passing his boundary. In doing so of course the value of the race is depreciated, because 
the higher you can take the water the more valuable it is, commanding more ground.

364. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.— Cannot you meet that difficulty under the Land Drainage Statute ?
—No, that does not apply. This is not drainage.

365. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear.— What do you suggest ?—It strikes me and a good many more that 
now when there is a Mining on Privite Property Bill, if it could be done in the way that the Hon. Mr.
Wallace proposes in his amendment the object we have in view would be accomplished. Mr. Wallace has 
given notice of his intention to propose amendments in clause 2, making it lawful for the Governor in 
Council, in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty to grant, subject to the provisions of the Act, a lease 
of any mines containing gold or silver in or under any private lands, with the right to enter and mine in or 
on the whole or any part of the surface of such lands. Now in addition to that, since power is now taken 
to go into private land to mine for gold, what we want is power to do something else that is absolutely 
necessary to reach the land where the gold is and to get the gold that is in it. I think something like this 
should be inserted— “ And to cut and construct races, dams, and so on, whether the ground is auriferous or 
not.”

366. That is not mining on private property ?— That is not mining for gold, and of course it is not
mining on private property, but it is doing another thing that is essential to mining.

367. B y  the Chairman.— Conveying water to the gold to mine for gold ?— Yes.
368. B y  the H on. R . D . R eid.— You want power to go over any man’s ground with your race ?

—Yes.
369. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— With or without compensation ?—Of course paying compensation.
370. Who is to be the arbiter ?— The Bill provides all the machinery.
371. A s a freeholder, would you like to have such a clause inserted if you were a freeholder ?—

Perhaps I  would not like to have my ground cut up any more than if I  were a freeholder. I  would like a 
man to come in and mine upon it ; but, if it is expedient, such a power might be given. I  have a piece of 
freehold were I live, and I  have not stood in the way of two parties going through it w ith their races, and 
I  never offered any objection.

372. Did you get any compensation ?—None whatever.
373. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.-— What size are the races ?— About 3 feet deep and 18 inches wide 

at the bottom, and 2 feet or 2 feet 6 inches at the top. I f  a man puts up his back he puts an end to 
mining. The same thing occurred on mining claims. A  claim-holder on the goldfields has the right to 
mine within his claim, but he had also the right to exclude other persons from coming into his claim to cut 
and construct races and so on. The consequence was that it was necessary for the Local Boards (who 
have power under the Statute to frame regulations regulating the rights and pi ivileges of the claim-holders) 
to make a bye-law which met the case as to claims and residence sites held undei mineis lights. I will 
read it.— [ The witness read the same as fo llow s  :]—

Bve-law N o. 5 1 .— R aces on Occupied Crown L ands.—W hen the owner of any claim shall require for its efficient
•s - . . i   -      ; l h n v - f l u m n  + Vi r a n  rrli U T tn n  n n v  I'M cnm

privileges, and shall incur the same liabilities and obligations m respect of the same, as if  it wete cut or constructed on 
unoccupied Crown lands : Provided he cut, construct, frame, and form such race, tail-race, drain, oi box-flume m such  
manner that it  w ill not prevent m ining operations being carried on in the claim, or injure the race, tail-race, drain, or 
easement through or upon d r  under, over, or across which it may be cut, constructed, and used.
That is very sweeping, but it is absolutely necessary. It could not be so sweeping in the case of a

374 Bn the Hon J  P  B ear .—Why not ? To make it operative it must be as sweeping ? But 
there was no compensation in this case. I  would never dream of forcing a way across a man’s private land
without com^nsatin^him.^^ _ Do tMuk these races are objectionable going through lan d -
for instance, supplying cattle with water ? -In  many cases they are a perfect godsend, and would be accepted

“S 6UCh; 7fi B „  t h e  H o n .  J .  P .  B e a r . — I n  those cases do you think the owner would object ?—In some 
cases they do and exact an exorbitant sum. I have known cases where they compelled the race-owner to 
p S a s e  the ground and the buildings upon it at an immense price, and then he had to excise his race and
re-sell the balance of the property. _ „

377 You have known an instance of that t— le s .  . . 0 ci • • wi ,, .
B„ t h e  Hon. I t. Simeon.— VVhat do you call that kind of mining ?—Sluicing The way that 

the Government do when land is alienated where these races are in existence is this :-T h e  Government



Mr. d. Lortiner, excise about half a chain along the course of the race, and allow that to remain Crown land, and they 
lê Novi'is'j?. invariably do that. Of course the freeholder gets the benefit of the water through his paddock without 

ever paying for it.
379. By the lio n . J. P . B ear.— Could the freeholder in that case use the water without paying the 

miner for it ?—He could not use it, he would have to bucket it out ; it is running in the channel.
380. It is an open cut?'—Yes.
381. He could use it?— Yes, if he got it out.
382. His cattle could drink?—Y es; they make little sloping banks.
383. In that case could the miner exact anything ?— No, he has no right. They tell me that the 

cattle have a right to drink as much as they like by the common law.
384. B y  the Chairman.— The A ct excepts from surface occupation for mining all gardens and 

orchards ?— Yes.
385. Do you agree or disagree with that?— A s far as mining goes of course I should agree with that, 

but in the case of going through gardens and orchards it would destroy the value of the race as much as 
even if they were not allowed to do that.

386. But speaking of mining under ground?— Yes, I certainly say, without the consent of the 
owner, I  would not allow it if they are going to destroy the man’s property.

387. But you say the gardens have just as much effect of destroying the mining operations of 
sluicers as the paddock ?— Yes.

388. Are you in favor of carrying water through gardens and orchards ?—Yes, of course the owner 
would have to be protected in some way or other; it appears the Minister has to agree as to the expense 
of compensation and so on, and also as to the expense of severing any part of the land.

389. B y  the Hon. J. P .  B ear.— Has that reference to water ?—No, but the same machinery applies, 
the same wording would bring in the race as well as the mining.

390. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Can you convey the water through the gardens without any 
inconvenience to the proprietor ?— In some cases it could not be done "without any inconvenience.

391. B y the Hon. J. P .  Bear.— Without damaging the value of his property ?— Without damaging 
the value of his property. In the case of a clear "water race I  should say it was to his advantage, because 
he could appropriate a little clear water to irrigation on the quiet, but muddy water no man would care 
about coming through his property under any circumstances.

392. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Is it possible to convey the water by a pipe or a flume or covered 
race ?— Yes, it could be done in that way.

393. So that there would be no danger for children, and you could grow vegetables or anything 
over the top of the race just as if the race was not there ?— Yes, it could be done.

394. The proprietor need not object to the race going through his property in that way ?—No, I 
think that is as reasonable a compromise as could be effected.

395. B y the Hon. J. P .  B ear.— That the owner should not be a party to it at all—you could take 
it through his property, his garden, without his consent?— B y paying compensation.

396. Under his house, for instance ?— That is rather an extreme case.
397. B y  the Hon. R . D. R eid .— Have you, in all your experience of gold mining, known any

owner of land who refused miners to mine upon his land upon any terms ?— I do not know of a single
instance ; but there really have been very few cases of mining upon private property in our district. Very 
little auriferous land has been alienated.

398. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You have already mentioned that, in cutting races, you have 
found, in many cases, parties would not agree to it?— Yes, in many cases.

399. And many did agree to it, and made exhorbitant charges ?—Yes.
400. And if you did not take the water through that piece of ground, you would not have been able 

to mine the particular piece of ground you wanted to mine?— No, they would not. I t  is just for the 
Council, of course, and both Houses to consider. It is a question easily comprehended ; it is the same as 
going in to mine—the same clause as is wanted in the one case to mine is wanted in the other to carry 
the water.

401. B y  the Hon. T. T. (CBechett.— Is there much general mining in your district ?— Yes.
402. How do you account for there being so much mining on Crown lands and so little mining on 

private property in your district ?—Because the local mining boards have been very vigilant in watching 
the alienation of land supposed to be auriferous. There is not much more than 1000 acres of auriferous 
land that is believed to be payable in the vicinity of Beechworth.

403. B y  the Hon. R . H . R eid .— That is held by private hands?— Yes.
404. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.—You know the Yackandandah Creek and Reid’s Creek?—Yes.
405. The fall of the water from Beechworth district runs down towards Eldorado, and the fall of 

the Nine-mile, and that country, is all to Yackandandah?— Yes.
406. Suppose any person takes up a piece of ground alongside these creeks, and summonses a party 

for running the tail down the creek and gets an injunction against the party ; what would be the result of 
that ?— That question can only be answered by a law yer; and I  have asked the question, and it was stated 
that common law rights are preserved.

407. But "what is the practical point of view, as far as the miner himself is concerned ?— It would 
simply put an end to the mining altogether if the freeholder asserts his rights at common law, and 
demands that the water shall not be polluted, or that the water shall not be diverted, for all the water 
has to be diverted.

408. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— Have you ever known an instance where a freeholder did it ?—No,
never ; but I believe it is quite competent for any freeholder to do it.

409. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.— That sluicing you have been describing, is a sort of mining that is
almost wholly confined to Beechworth ?— Nearly ; the Omeo district has a great deal of i t ; at Castlemaine
there is a little of it.

410. There is none at Ballarat, I  think?— Yes, there is some at Ballarat.
411. Is the Black Hill what you call ,sluicing ?— I am not acquainted with Ballarat, but I know 

there is some.
412. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— It occurs in all rangy country ?— Yes.
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413. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Did you see the clause that was approved in reference to water Mr. d. Lorimer, 
races r— Yes, I saw it some time ago. , continued,̂

414. Do you think that clause would be valuable to the mining community generally ? As far as
my personal experience goes I have never felt that shoe pinch, nor knew any one else feel it pinch in this 
direction ; for the whole valley from the top of the range right down to the Murray, all the creeks or 
streams are more or less polluted, and I never heard of a freeholder who tried to stop it.

415. I f  a freeholder were to get an injunction against you for running off the dirty water you have 
been lunning off loi the last 25 years, what would ho the result ?— It would put a stop to my operations, 
and it would put a stop to all the mining operations of the district— you pollute the stream in any case.

416. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. Wilson. T ou could have settling dams where the sludo'e settles ? As
I undeistand, the ti eeholdei has a common law right to prevent the diversion of water at all from the 
stream.

417. B y  the Hon. B . Simson.— Do you approve of this Bill ; do you think it would facilitate mining 
on private propei ty ? !No, I think not in the 13eecliworth district. The little mining on private property 
that is going on is by persons who have bought the freehold absolutely. It is necessary that they should do it 
in that case, because they really destroy it absolutely—wash it away from the grass down. It is no use to begin 
unless you wash it right bodily away. I think in a case like that, it is quite absurd to have a clause saying 
that a man shall be liable to get twelve months’ imprisonment if he attempts to prospect the ground; 
because he is not, upon the mere strength of the Mining Surveyor’s report or any one else’s, going to put 
his capital into the undertaking of washing the ground away—he must have something more, some more 
tangible ground than that, and I  think if a freeholder wants to do this there is a sufficient guarantee against 
risk in other persons being willing to take advantage of his discovery. Under the fifteenth section, if he 
discovers gold and goes to work, it would be competent for any of the public to come in before him and 
make application for a lease. That would be surely a sufficiently deterring influence without a penal clause.
The public is not going to be injured by a man working—it is better surely for him to prospect.

418. B y the Hon. T. T. cC Beckett.— You think it highly necessary that every person who mines, 
whether upon his own land or Crown lands, should mine under the general regulations under a lease from 
the Crown ?— I think it should be necessary that they should be under the covenants and conditions, so 
that if they did not comply with the labour conditions they should be liable to forfeit. The labour
conditions in some districts would not apply to Beechworth; but I  see power is taken in one of the
clauses (although present regulations would not by any means suit, they would practically put a stop to 
mining upon private property), to frame regulations, and to alter, add to, or rescind, and such regulations 
may be applicable either to all private land in the colony, or to any part thereof, or any particular 
description of land or mode of mining, so that the Governor in Council could make a fresh batch of 
Regulations applicable to Beechworth.

419. B y  the H on. JR. Simson.— Have you read over the Regulations carefully ?— Yes.
420. What do you think of them as a whole ?— They wrould not suit our district at all.
421. Do you think that the Bill with those Regulations atta.ch.ed to it will facilitate the wish of

people to get upon private land ; will they have less difficulty in getting upon private land if this Bill
became law, than they have now in dealing with the owners of private property themselves ?—I do not 
know about other districts, but in Beechworth district I  do not think it would facilitate mining on private 
property.

422. B y  the Hon. Sir S . Wilson.— Would you prefer to have things as they are at present rather 
than to have the B ill passed into law ?— N ot if these alterations are made.

423. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Where two parties are agreeable to mine a piece of ground,
would .you give the Minister any liberty at all, either to refuse or grant a lease over the ground, or would
you make it compulsory on him to grant the lease ?—If the freeholder and the miner agree to work the 
ground I  should say that they should get a title to do so.

424. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. Wilson.— According to the Bill it is in the power of the Minister to 
refuse?—I  cannot imagine any circumstances that could arise that could wan ant his iutei fei ence in 
that way.

425. You think the Minister ought to be compelled to issue a lease, even when both parties agree to
work a piece of ground in a certain way ?— I think so. .

426. Suppose one of the parties does not agree to apply for the lease ; would you think it would
be right that the other party should have the right to claim the lease ? Do you speak of existing
contracts ?  ̂  ̂ , , , ,

427. Yes. Would you legalize existing contracts?— I have never had any personal connection with
such contracts. It does not affect our district at all. There is not such a thing. ^

428. B y  the Hon. J. B alfour.— Mining upon private property m the district you know best would
be virtually taking the whole property ?— Taking the whole property, taking it right out.

429. Mining upon private property could be nothing else, the land is sluiced and taken all away?—
Yes, there are many private paddocks now naked rocks.

430. B y  the Hon. S ir S. W ilso n .-T h e  land was m such cases first bought ? -Y e s , bought and the 
soil is washed away and it is abandoned. I t  is now Crown land as much as ever it was. Crown land 
because nobody ever attempts to claim i t ; it is naked rock, and unt.l nature clothes ,t agam with verdure,

there lt w .ll he. ^  aBeeltett. - I s  nature proceeding to do so ?-R apid ly . In another 100
years therewiU be a sod upon it. There is plenty of scrub twenty feet high growing upon the bare rock,
S o u g h  the surface has b £ =  washed away the scrub h a s  taken ™ t upon the F P ^ ayb otb m n

432 W hat is the surface ; is it disintegrated quaitz 01 what ; U ay  and lotteu giamte 
Places though very little. Upon the Beechworth side it is slate and pipeclay.
places, ™°"=“ ™et-[tion seemslto thrive upon it, from what you say ?— l e s ,  scrub takes root upon it and it

grows very ^  it is utterl,  valueless ?—A  few goats can live upon the grass in the
meantime, but they cannot live upon wattle and gum suckers, and so on.

The witness withdrew. 1



Mr. William Llewelyn Jones examined.
Mr. w. l. Jones 435. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Where do you reside ?— A t Creswick.

I n f  V a v  1 C 7 7  »
436. What is your occupation ?— I am chairman of the local mining board.
437. Of the Ballarat Mining Board ?— I am the member for the Creswick division of the Ballarat 

Mining Board.
438. B y  the S o n . T. T. a?Beckett.—Have you studied this B ill as a member of the Mining Board ?

— Yes.
439. Have you formed certain opinions upon it ?— Yes.
440. Perhaps it would expedite matters if you were to give us the result. Has the Bill been sent 

officially to the Mining Board by the Government ?— It has. We have copies of the Bill, but we had not 
much time to look over it.

441. When was it sent ?—I could not give you the dates.
442. Was it sent before the Bill was introduced into Parliament ?— Yes, we had a copy of the Bill

as sent up to the Legislative Assembly.
443. Was it submitted to the mining board before it was introduced to Parliament ?— Before it was 

introduced to the Council.
444. Did you give the Minister your opinions upon it then ?— Our opinions in this instance were 

embodied in a petition to the Assembly, not to the Minister.
445. W ill you tell us wrhat those suggestions were ?— I have a rough draft of them here. We 

concur with the provisions of the Bill generally with the exception of a few clauses, some of which have 
been altered. In clause 5 about the tenure, and the notice served upon the owner of the land fill the 
miner can get possession of the land, the proceedings seem unnecessarily protracted— that is for a month ;
our opinion was that fourteen days were sufficient instead of a month. But that is a matter of little
importance.

446. B y  the TJon. Sir S. Wilson.— Is there much mining on private property in your district?—  
Yes, in the Creswick division.

447. Are you of opinion that where both parties have made a contract, it should still be in the 
option of the Minister to annul the contract, or that the Minister should carry out a contract of that kind ? 
■—My opinion is, that if both parties are agreeable the contract should be continued. I  see no reason why 
the Minister should interfere with them.

448. B y  the S on . J. P . B ear.— Should he have the power of discontinuing it, do you think ?—I do 
not think he should.

449. B y  the S on . F . S. Dobson.— Supposing one of the parties wanted to back out of the contract, 
and made an excuse of the present state of the law, though the contract has been in existence and work 
has been done under it for years, would you allow him to annul the contract ?— I think under those 
circumstances it should be referred to a competent tribunal to treat the matter.

450. Why would you allow a man to break his contract simply because the law happens to be in a 
state of confusion ?— If we look at it in a fair and impartial manner, we may say that the miner was, as it 
were, compelled to accept the conditions upon which the landowner insisted, because he had the power of 
saying— “ This is my land ; if you do not accept my terms, of course you can go about your business.”

451. B y  the S o n . S ir  S. W ilson.— Now look at it from the other point of view. Suppose the 
landowner finds that a miner has got a very good bargain—has got into a very rich bargain, and is getting 
large sums every week— should the landowner have the power to refuse to fulfil the contract and not sign 
the lease, knowing that he could get much more money from some one else ?—I would allow him to have 
the same right as the other. I  would give either the right.

452. That if the miner has got a very good thing, the landowner should have the chance of getting 
something more than was agreed upon ?—I would give the landowner the same opportunity of appeal to 
this tribunal that I  would give to the miner.

453. This Bill provides no tribunal—it is “ the Minister for the time being” ?— It is in the power 
of the Houses to order a tribunal.

454. No ; the Bill says “ the Minister for the time being” ?— It is competent for the Legislature to 
bring in a new provision.

455. Do you think it would be justice to interfere in that way. Suppose a miner has got a very 
good mine— got a contract, and pays say five per cent, royalty to the owner : he gets very good dividends, 
and it is known that he does from week to week— do you think the landowner should have the right to say 
“ I  will not sign the lease ; I  can get ten per cent, from your neighbour ” ?— I do not think there is any 
danger of any landowner attempting to annul such a contract, because if the miner is doing well the land­
owner is doing well.

456. But the landowner might have the chance of getting a larger per centage ?—A ll those trans­
actions are considered to be illegal. The gold belongs to the Crown.

457. But the landowner gets out of the agreement by refusing to sign the lease, and he can make a 
private arrangement with some one else to step in and take the mine ?— Then the Attorney-General can 
step in.

458. B y  the S o n . T. T . a'Beckett.— But he never has thought fit to step in?— Not yet.
459. Although the gold belongs to the Crown, the Crown is prepared to give it to anyone that will 

get it ?— Yes, under certain conditions.
460. Suppose we put this case : suppose a freeholder has granted a lease to miners upon condition 

that they pay a certain amount to him, and they may have been working a considerable time without any 
profit to themselves, and are just beginning to make a profitable thing of i t ; -would it not be very unfair to 
let the landowner annul the contract after they had developed the whole thing by their labor for years } 
and would it not be very unfair to persons, who by their labor had developed the mine, that a stranger 
should be allowed to come in and take a lease as against them ?— Of course it would be unfair.

461. Then is it not desirable to take care that such an injustice shall not be committed ?— There 
are some cases that I know of— especially the case at Clunes—where the miners have developed a mine, 
and it has been giving the proprietor of the land fifty times, I  suppose, as much as the land cost h im ; and 
those people now are running into debt and getting advances from the bank to carry on the m ine; but still 
he gets his royalty, as he terms it.



462. But you must not go into any exceptional cases ; there are certain principles of justice which Mr w. k  Jvaa, 
have to be considered What company do you speak of ?— The Port Phillip Company. It is called the ,3f C  
Port 1 hillip and 1 addock Company ; I think they are amalgamated. *

463 B y  the lion . J. P. Bear.— The hulk of the shareholders are in England ?—It is an English 
company that crushes.

464. Mr. Bland is the manager ?— Yes.
465. B y  (he lion . S ir S. Wilson.— What royalty do they pay to the owner ?—I think it is seven 

and a halt.
. f ? 6, JIon- J - P ' B ear.— Do you know the amount they have divided in dividends to their

shareholders t— 1 do not know.
467. B y  the Hon. T. T. ayBeckett.— Do you think it would he fair for the Crown to grant a lease 

of the land upon which that mine stands, giving to utter strangers the benefit of all the w o r k i n g  under­
ground without compensation ?— No ; of course not.

468. B y the lion. /». Sim son.— That is what it leads to?— It would not he fair.
469. T oui pioposition loads to that, unless you make it binding that any one of the contracting 

paities shall have powei to ask lor a lease if the other refuses, and to get it; for you throw the door open, 
not only to the miner to get out of a bad case, but to the owner of property to make his case much better?
—It would not he fair to give one the chance unless you give the other the chance.

470. B y  the Hon. 11. 1). R eu l.—l i  one of the parties says, “ N o,” and holds back, would you not 
allow the other party to go to the Minister and say, “ Grant me a lease for this,” carrying out the agreement 
that was formerly entered into between the parties themselves; would not that he fair ?— I suppose it is 
the best way to get at it, to legalize the present state of things. But in some cases I  have not the slightest 
doubt it is the means of doing a great injury to several parties, and miners especially.

4 /1 . B y  the lio n . J . P . B ear.— Why would it hear hardly upon the miner?— Because in some 
instances the landlord lias had the lion’s share of the making of the contract, and he submitted his own 
terms, and perhaps the miners have gone in under the impression that they could make a good thing of it, 
and it has turned out bad.

472. Then it is bad to the owner ?— To a certain extent it is bad to the owner, but not to such an 
extent as it is to the miner, for in every case I am acquainted with they get the royalty upon the gross 
proceeds, and they pay nothing and risk nothing in developing the mine, and have nothing to lose, but 
everything to gain. The advantages are all on the side of the property holder.

473. B y  the Hon. 11. Simson.—It is the same the other w a y ; the property may be much more 
valuable than the royalty the owner is getting from the mine, and if it is so he has his option to refuse to 
apply for a lease, and he may collusively get another man to apply for a lease before the man already at 
work knew of it, and so take up the underground workings ?— They could not be very valuable gold mines 
that would not pay more than the property is worth.

474. B y  the H on. J . P. B ea r.—Have you ever known a case where a property owner refused 
concessions to miners where it was properly put before him ; by “ concessions ” I mean such as reducing 
the royalty ?— No, I  never did.

475. B y  the Hon. S ir S. Wilson.— Have you ever known a private property owner who refused to 
let miners work upon his ground ?— Yes ; I  met a man travelling— a Mr. Hyde— I had it from his own lips.

476. We could examine him ?— No, he is dead.
477. A s chairman of the Mining Board, of course you would be cognizant of any cases of that sort 

in your district ?— N ot necessarily. I  am not aware of any such cases.
478. B y  the Hon. T. T. tCBeckett.—In cases where mining has been abandoned, as it were, and a 

considerable expenditure has been gone to in underground operations and persons apply for a lease of that 
land, being private, land, do you tbink that, in addition to the compensation for the surface damage, there
ought to be compensation for the work that has been done underground, of which the lessee would be able
to avail himself ?— That would entirely depend upon the circumstances, because in a great many instances 
the old drives have closed, and it would cost as much or more to clear them out then as it would to make 
new drives.

479. That would all come in in calculating the amount of compensation ?— Yes, just so.
480. In cases where there is a clear and unmistakable benefit to the lessees, by reason of operations 

under the abandoned lease which are to be resumed under the new lease, should there be any compensa­
tion for the advantages derived by saving him from expense that he would have had to go to ? T es, I  do 
not think the new lessee ought to have the benefit of that.

481. I t  would be for other parties to settle the amount ?—Yes.
482. I t  would be a fair thing to take into consideration ?— Yes, I  think it would.
483. B y  the Bon. F. S. Dobson. — Are you acquainted with the mode of ascertaining the value of 

the compensation for land proposed to be taken for railways which is now at work ?— No, I  am not aware 
of it.

484. There are certain clauses by which the value can be ascertained, if they do not agree, by 
arbitration.' Now an entirely different mode is started in this Bill. I  want to know which you think is 
the better method ?— I am not acquainted with the mode you rcfei to.

485 B y  the Hon. J . P- Bear.— H ave you had your attention directed to the 18th clause m the
B ill?—YeS. n -r x

486 W hat do you think of that ?— I think it is rather strong.
487' Do you think it is a clause that ought tos be there or not ?— I have just put a note to inflict a 

fine, and I would take out the words after “ A ct,” and put an addition to, the clause in the shape of a
penalty, fining the man so much a day. . . . . . .  . . . . .

488 B y  the lion  S ir S. Wilson.— If a man find a nugget m digging in his garden, he would be
liable to twelve months’ imprisonment ?— Yes ; that would be rather hard.

489 B v  the Hon. T. T. a Beckett. — I  proposed this clause when a previous Bill was under- .
. -j pation_Z“ If the owner of any private lands shall mine thereunder without being authorized so to do

hv^he^rovisions of this Act, he shall forfeit to the Crown all gold or silver obtained by such mining; and 
h 11 be lawful for any Crown bailiff to obtain a warrant from any police magistrate to enter upon any 

private lands not leased for mining purposes to ascertain if mining is being carried on thereunder, and on
c

M i n i n g .



Mr. ay. l. Jones, proof before a magistrate of such mining being carried on contrary to the provisions of this Act, it shall be 
ist°Nov“is77. lawful for him to grant a warrant for the seizure and removal of all mining plant on such lands and for the 

sale thereof, and the proceeds of such sale should be forfeited to the Crown.” Do not you think that that 
would be quite sufficient to prevent any unauthorized mining?— Yes, I think that is quite stringent enough.

490. B y  the Hon. F. S. Dobson.—W o u ld  it  n o t be desirab le  to  in ser t in  th e  A c t  a  p ro v isio n  th a t  
th e  a p p lic a n t for  th e  lea se  sh a ll produ ce  som e ev id en ce  th a t  th e  land  is  auriferous or is  probab ly  auriferous; 
for  in sta n ce , w o u ld  th is  m e e t  your  Auews as a p re lim in ary  to  o b ta in in g  a  lea se , i f  so m eth in g  o f  th is  k ind  
w a s en a c ted — “ A n y  person  d esirou s o f  o b ta in in g  a lea se  to m in e  upon  p r iv a te  la n d  th e  property  o f  an yon e  
o th er  th a n  h im se lf  sh a ll g iv e  a t  le a s t  s e v e n  c lear d a y s’ n o tice  in  w r it in g  to  th e  o w n er  or o ccu p ier  o f su ch  
land , th a t  it  is  h is  in te n tio n  to  a p p ly  for  a cer tifica te  th a t su ch  land  is auriferous as h erein a fter  m entioned . 
E v e r y  a p p lica tio n  for  su ch  certifica te  sh a ll be  m ade to  th e  C ou rt o f  P e t t y  S e ss io n s  n earest to  th e  land  in  
r esp e ct o f  w h ic h  th e  a p p lica n t d esires to  ob ta in  su ch  certifica te , and if  it  be  p roved  to  th e  sa tis fa c tio n  o f  
th e  sa id  C ou rt th a t  g o ld  h a s  been  fo u n d  011 th e  sa id  la n d  or th a t  th ere  is  a reason ab le  p ro b a b ility  th a t g o ld  
w il l  b e  fo u n d  th ere, it  m a y  issu e  a cer tifica te  in th e  form  in  th e  sc h e d u le  or to  th e  lik e  e ffe c t .”
W h a t  I  m ean  is , is  it  n o t desirab le  to  preA7cn t m ere sp ec u la tiv e  p eo p le  g o in g  in  to  le v y  b la ck  m ail by  
th r e a te n in g  to  g e t  a  lea se  w h er e  th ere  is  no p o s s ib ility  o f  g e t t in g  g o ld ? — I  do n ot th in k  it Avould be n ecessa ry  
to  in tro d u ce  a c la u se  l ik e  th a t, b eca u se  I  w o u ld  ta k e  it  for  g ra n ted  th a t  a m an Avould n o t in v o lv e  h im s e l f ; 
for h e  Avould do h im se lf  m ore harm  and  in ju ry  if  h e  w e n t  an d  sp en t m o n ey , b eca u se  h e  m u st g o  through  
th e  form  o f  a p p lica tio n  for th e  land , and  m u st d e p o s it  £ 2 0 .

4 9 1 . I s  th ere  n o t a  g r ea t p o s s ib ility  o f  bu b b le  co m p a n ies b e in g  started  ?-— I  th in k  not.
492. B y the Hon. J. P. Hear.— Y o u  w ere  in  th e  room  Avlicn th e  first w itn e ss  w a s e x a m in e d ? — Y es.
493. H e gave it as his opinion that this Bill would raise up a class of speculators ?— Yes.
494. Not bona fide  men at all, but men for getting up speculative companies. Do you think this 

Bill would do so ?— No, I  do not think so. A  man’s own selfishness will not allow him to go recklessly 
upon people’s land and spend his money, his resources would soon be exhausted.

495. If h e  i s  to  b e  b o u g h t  o ff , w h a t  r e s o u r c e s  Avould he s p e n d  ?— H i s  t im e  a n d  m o n e y  a n d  h is  
r e p u ta t io n , I  th in k  s o ; t h a t  i s  m y  o p in io n .

496. You disagree with the opinion that was given yesterday ?— I do.
497. B y the Hon. J. B alfour.— Suppose you were the oAvner of a valuable property—or that you 

had an interest in it— and some person desired to be bought off by you from interfering with i t ; might he 
not take the necessary steps under the Bill, deposit the money and get a lease in order to annoy you while 
there was no gold in the land ?— It is possible, but I think upon the whole it is improbable. That is the 
way I  would put it. It is almost impossible to predict Avhat may occur. I would respectfully suggest a 
slight verbal alteration in the 17th clause. It does not interfere with the principle of the Bill. In the 
third line of the 17th clause substitute the word “ five ” for “ two.” When I Avas going through Creswiek 
on Saturday I met a man Avho asked me if I  knew anything about a mine that has been abandoned for 
seventeen years, and I said “ Yes I  had worked in it myself. He is just going to take it up. Very 
often when men of small means, xvho haAre not much capital, apply for a lease, they expend a great deal of 
money upon it and exhaust all their resources. It takes a few years before they can recuperate their 
exchequer and then they go to work. Perhaps in two years they may not go to Avork, or in three or four, 
or five, they may, or some other parties may.

498. B y  the Hon. S ir S. Wilson.— If the owner takes possession again under this Bill, any miner 
can, under this Bill, take it up the day after ?— Yes.

499. B y the Hon. R . Simson.—You want to leaA7e it open for five years, so that the miner may come 
back again?— So that it does not reArert to the OAvner for five years.

500. Then where are your labor conditions ?—I knoAV that the precisions of the Act state that it shall 
be left open. I understand the Bill to pnm de that the portion of land that has been excised for the 
purpose of mining will have to be surveyed and excised from the man’s private land, and it becomes if not 
virtually yet nominally Cnrwn land.

501. B y the lion . S ir S. Wilson.— The day after the OAvner takes possession the miner can come in 
under this Bill ?— Yes ; but he must go through all the preliminaries again.

502. B y  the Hon. J. P. Bear.— You do not think tAvo years is long enough ?— Hardly.
The witness withdrew.

Mr. Francis Augustine Walsh examined.
Mr. f. a. waish, 503. B y the IIon. the Chairman.—You are the manager of the Bank of New  South W ales?—

1st Nov, is??. Ingpector.
504. You have been asked to come here to give some evidence in reference to the Mining on 

Private Property Bill ?— Yes ; I appear in reference to a petition that the bank has presented to the 
Honorable Council. The petition, I think, pretty fully sets forth the case of the bank, which, I think, 
requires very little from me to say to the Committee, but that little I have put in writing : I thought it 
Avould save the Committee’s time, and state the matter more clearly.— [ 7 he witness read the following  
statement .•]—
Statement in support o f  the. Petition o f  the Bank o f  Ncu) South W ales to the Honorable the Legislative Council o f  Victoria, in 

reference to the B ill to provide fo r  mining on Private Property.
In petitioning against tlie B ill in its  present form, th e  bank has no intention to question its  general policy, but solely 

to seek a rem edy for in ju ries it  Avould in flict in a case in v o lv in g  special circum stances, n ot probably contemplated by the 
fram ers o f the Bill.

The Buninyong estate, about 1 2 0 0  acres, formerly the property of the Messrs. Learmonth, a v q s  sold by them many 
years since to a company tormed for mining purposes, for, I believe, £20,000, a price greatly in excess of its then or 
present surface value.

The company to v hich they sold it Avorked it for some years very successfully, and obtained a large quantity of 
gold from it, but subsequently fell into difficulties and the property was re-sold to an individual proprietor, avIio let portions 
■on tribute agreements to several companies.

To some of these companies the hank made large advances, on security- chiefly of the valuable plants and machinery 
they had placed on the ground to work the several mines. The companies were unsuccessful in their efforts, their calls 
were not re>ponded to, and they had to surrender their interest to the bank, and the bank, with the view to protect and 

.enable it to dual more advantageously with its chattel security, acquired also the proprietor’s interest in the freehold.



thP advances amount alt?setlier to £ 28,000 to £ 29,000. The freehold is at present estimated at £10,000, and
miruoses o f Bio* rjei1i? Ve’ s,a ,̂ -f4000 — '00- For any further recovery the bank has to look to the value, for mining 
F tsnn siion  f and dnV?  constructed beneath the surface, and to such additional value as the plant derives from
its position in situ, adapted to and available for working the existing mines.
to the n m n n -e ln /th n n ^  a mimber °,f small leaseholders on a property so circumstanced would he greatly more prejudicial 
to the propnetor than m the case where he had incurred no expenditure beyond the purchase of the surface
exnPnditrn-rinem.rorlC-i0n f  the Go,vernif  nt ^  colony, mining has long been carried on and a large
expendituie m em  red in machinery and underground works, suitable and still available to carry out the nlans o f the
projectors, whose efforts are believed to have failed chiefly from want o f sufficient capital B ut now to admit small
leaseholders to this ground for mining would involve the probable destruction of t h e  present underground workings and
the plant, su itable for the ex istin g  mines, but on too large a scale for small individual dlbrt, would b a v r ih tle  m 2  value

p Z d e sn o  cmpensation "* °* C“P“'11 S° expmdcd lor "hich “>= Bill furnishes opportunity, it
The land is at present em ployed for agistm ent of horses and cattle, under the charge of the caretaker o f the mining 

plant and m achinery, and is yield ing a fair income. To cut it up into small m ining areas would affect not m erely the 
surface value of any area so taken up, but the whole surface value, as involving a larger proportionate expenditure in 
superintendence, fencing, and repairs of the portion left, and which would be producing a smaller income The ratio of 
expenditure would increase, and of profit decrease, as detached portions were occupied by working miners.—F . A . W a l s h .

505. B y  the lio n . T. T . a ’ B eckett.— Of course in estimating compensation those considerations 
which you have been placing before us would be borne in mind ?— Not under the present B il l: it is limited 
to compensation for damage done to the surface.

506. “ Or of any part of such surface, as the case may be, and for damage to the surface of the 
whole or any part thereof, as the case may be, which may arise from the carrying on of mining operations 
thereon or therein, and for the expense of severing such land or any part thereof from other°land of the 
owner or occupier by means of a fence if deemed necessary for the sake of protection or security so to 
do. Could not you urge that ? I f any small portion of the ground were taken, the underground work 
upon the portion so taken might destroy the ground for larger works. These are mines upon a large scale 
with drives extending for thousands of feet.

507. Y ou think that the compensation clause ought to be enlarged ?— Yes.
508. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. Wilson.— Might they not take up the whole of the ground except the 

shaft ?— I do not think the bank would require a stipulation that the whole should be taken up, but that 
each mine should be taken separately; that the present mines should not be destroyed.

509. B y  the Hon. T. T. ctBeckett,.— What is the average area of the mines now being worked ?—  
I should think the drives run, some, considerably upwards of 1000 feet in one of the mines.

510. Are there any more than 30 acres ?— I should say considerably more.
511. Under the Regulations it is 30 acres ?— The area is about in the 1200 acres freehold.
512. And how many mines are there working upon it?— Five or six.
513. Is the whole of the 120 ) acres being mined under?—N ot the whole.
514. Is the whole of the 1200 acres included in the leases, or is there any portion of it that is

not?—None of it is working at present. The whole has fallen into the bank’s hands, but they are doing
nothing with i t ; they are looking out for a purchaser, but things are so bad at Ballarat that no one will
take it up. Our case would be met by the compensation clause being extended to underground works and
plant in situ.

515. So that where a portion of the ground is let to a person who would derive substantial benefit
from the previous workings he should pay compensation in respect of that benefit ?— Yes.

516. B y  the Hon. J . B alfou r.— And further, that where a new occupier injured your existing 
mines in any way, you would require additional compensation to the surface compensation?— Yes, it would 
destroy the value of the mines to a purchaser.

517. B y  the Hon. T. T. a B eckett.— In point of fact, this represents an asset of £29,000 to the 
bank ?— Yes.

518. H ow much an acre is it let for ?— The man who is in charge of the plant looks after the 
property. H e is taking in cattle, and I believe making £600 or £700 a-year.

. 519. Has the plant cost much money ?— Yes, a very large sum of money.
520. Who makes the £600 a-year ?— That is from the agistment upon the surface. The same man

who looks after that keeps the machinery cleaned and oiled to prevent its deteriorating.
521. Are there separate plants for the mines ?— Yes, I think there are five different mines.
522. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. Wilson.— Is it long since there was any work done ?— Since there was 

any work done upon a considerable scale it is two years. Then the mine was let to a man on tribute, but
he failed for want of funds.

523. B y  the Hon. J . P. Bear.— Did it cease to become payable ?— They got flooded out by water. 
They never got sufficient funds to put it perfectly right. There was a very good report shortly before they 
discontinued.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Wednesday next a t Two o’clock.

Mr. F. A. Walsh,
continued,

1st Nov. 1877.

W E D N E S D A Y , 7 t i i  N O V EM BER  1 8 7 7 .

3Icmbers p resen t:
The Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e ,  in the chair ;

The Hon. F. T. Sargood | The IIou- 5 :  'Reid . ,
J . F . Bear Fitzgerald
R. Simson | Sir S. Wilson.

Mr. William Grant examined.
, 01 n,, T.jnn nw Chainn/in.— Where do you reside ?— Brcak-o’-Day, Rokewood. Hr.w.Onnt,
5^5* A r e  y o u  a miner ?— I  have got a lease of private property.
W s .  Are you mining ?— Yes, I  am a leaseholder and manager.



air. w .  Grant, 527. You are working the ground yourself upon your own account ?— Yes.
528. Have you seen the B ill before the House ?—Yes.
529. Can you give us any information upon the B ill ?— I have seen the Bill, and I  have been 

connected with mining upon private property for nearly twenty years. I  have paid a very high per centage 
for it, but still it paid, and I  never saw any objection or any land objected to mine on as long as you could 
come to terms with the proprietor. I  never had any difficulty in dealing with a man on terms. I am only 
paying five per cent., and I  thiuk it is very hard if no provision is made to legalise existing contracts. It 
is very hard upon me after paying a lot of money.

530. Did you purchase the land ?— I purchased the lease.
531. How purchased the lease ?— I paid about £750.
532. This land was leased before ?— Yes, a company took it up first. I  was one of the original 

promoters of the company, who paid £ 5  an acre and five per cent, upon the gross proceeds of the mine.
533. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.—£ 5  an acre for the surface damaged?— Y es, £5  an acre.
534. For the land ?— Yes, first of all.

* 535. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— For all land you damaged, or did you buy the whole block of
ground ?— I bought the lease of the whole land.

536. I f  you bought the land, how did you come to pay five per cent. ?— It was £5  an acre for the
ground and five per cent, upon the gross yield of gold for the privilege of mining.

537. I f  you purchased the land for £5  an acre, whom did you pay the five per cent, of the yield 
to ?— We did not purchase the land, it was only a lease. It was first of all £5  an acre for the right of 
mining, and then five per cent.

538. B y the Hon. R . D . R eid .— H ow much land did you buy?— The company had between 1600 
and 1700 acres.

539. B y the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .— Were you obliged to level off the ground afterwards?— The 
conditions of the lease were, that the company was to leave it so that a plough could go over it where 
practicable.

540. B v  the Hon. R . H . R eid .— You did not lease the whole 1700 acres—pay £5  an acre for it ?—  
We did.

541. For the whole 1700 acres ?■—Y es.
542. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— Did you get the grass off it ?— N o ; we have no right to the grass.
543. Who has ?— The freeholder.
544. Who is the freeholder?— Messrs. W. and.N. G-. Elder of Rokewood are the freeholders.
545. B y  the Hon. F . F itzgerald.— H ow long is that ago ?—Ten or twelve years ago.
546. B y the Hon. R . D . l te id — How much of the ground have you worked ?— I suppose' about 200 

or 300 acres of it has been worked.
547. Is it still proving good ?— Y es ; I  have a party working there.
548. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .— How many men have you employed?— Only twelve men are 

employed just now, and three or four horses. The lead was lost when it went into wet ground. We are 
only working the old ground.

549. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— What description of ground is it?— Shallow dry ground.
550. B y  the Hon. J . P . Bear.— Alluvial ?— Alluvial.
551. B y  the H on. R . R eid.— W hat is the depth ?— From the surface to about forty feet.
552. You wash it all over?—Some of i t ; and we got the gold upon the surface.
553. Do you get the gold upon the surface?— Y e s;  but when we come to the deep we cannot 

wash it.
534. H ow can you restore the surface so that a plough could go over it ?— That condition is only 

when practicable ; in some places, 500 or 600 feet, it is all gone down.
555. B y the Hon. J. P . Bear.— You say it is paying you?—It is paying ; in fact there are two 

parties, and they always make a living.
556. You are of opinion that existing contracts should be legalised ?— Y es.
557. Supposing one party to a contract held back, the lessor or the lessee, is it your opinion that 

cither party should have the power of getting it legalised ?— I think that it would be easier for me for 
instance to pay 5 per cent, upon the gross yield of gold than to go and pay a lot of money for the lease 
of it. '

558. That is not the question. Supposing the lessor, that is the party from whom you rent, would 
not agree with you to go to the Government and get the contract ratified, do you think you should have 
the power to do it yourself ?— I think I ought.

559. That either party to the contract should have the power?— Y es ; both parties.
560. Y es, both parties ; but failing both, should one?— Yes.
561. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— Was the money, the £8750, paid down before you began to 

work upon the ground?— It was not paid down ; it was paid by bills in instalments. W e paid £1500 first 
of all.

562. B y  the Hon. J . P . Bear.— Can you give us an approximate idea of the value of gold that has 
been taken from the property ?— I could not just now— the company has got the books.

563. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You could not guess it?— No.
564. Supposing that this Mining Bill were in force, and you had no agreement_ with these parties 

at present, wrould you prefer to go to the landowner, and make arrangements with him, rather than the 
Minister of M ines?— 1 would, provided there could be a limit put to his demands ; that is where the diffi­
culty is.

565. Supposing your agreement was to commence afresh, and the limit-was 5 per cent., wrould you 
rather give 5 per cent, and £0  an acre, than go to the Minister of Mines for the year ? I  am not so sure 
about the £5  an acre, but 5 per cent. I  think is very reasonable.

566. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ear.— W hat company is this worked by?— The Break-o’-Day Gold 
Mining Company.

567. Do you know of any proprietors of auriferous land, or land supposed to be auriferous, that are 
not anxious to lease their land for mining purposes ?—I do not.

568. You do not know of any?— No.



569. B y the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .— All the land you have worked of the 1700 acres by the slucing m*. w . Grant, 

process is really valueless for cultivation ?—A ll that we have worked is entirely valueless for cultivation. 7tii0Nor^7T.
570. And if you work the whole of it, it destroys the whole of the land ?—Y es ; the only good that 

the land is is for stock to go upon it, and it is dangerous even for that.
571. With regard to the Regulations, would it, in your opinion, be necessary that all regulations in . 

connection with mining upon private property should be embodied in the Bill, so that all who came under 
its provisions would know exactly what regulations were in force ?— I think so to. I  saw the Regulations, 
and I think they are too laborious altogether.

572. But speaking of regulations generally ?— Yes.
5 1 3. Then you think the Minister ought simply to have power to see that the labor covenants are 

carried on and that the conditions of the lease are carried out ?— No, I would not give it to the Minister, I 
would give the warden the power.

574. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ea r .— Are you of opinion that the powers provided in the B ill to be con­
ferred upon the the Minister are excessive ?— I think they are ; it is all very well for the Minister for the 
present time, but we do not know what time to come may bring ; but I  think the warden is the proper man,

575. B y the Hon. N . F itzgera ld .— You are aware that the B ill specifies certain areas according to 
the class of mining that should be the maximum for which the lease should be granted ?— I think the limit 
of area is too small.

576. Would it not, in your opinion, be desirable that the area should be upon all private lands the 
game as the Crown lands, subject to the conditions in force in various districts ?—No, I  do not think it.

577. H ow  are you going by special legislation to have an area that shall have uniform effect all 
over the colony, where the classes of land and the mining are so very difficult ?— It is a difficult question.

578. You, as a practical miner, know that there is a very great difference in the class of land 
between say, the Beechworth district and the Ballarat district?— Yes, there is.

579. Where there is such an opposite character of land, would it not be better to leave it to the 
Regulations in force in the various districts, which are based upon the nature of the land rather than by 
legislation to deal w ith all upon a uniform basis ?— Y es ; but the legislation now in existence for Crown 
lands is limited to 30 acres.

580. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Y es, but in a special application you get as much as you think
proper ?— Y es.

581. The question Mr. Fitzgerald asks you is, so many acres, and not exceeding so many acres?
— Yes.

582. Is it necessary, do you think, to put in the 30 acres at all ?— I  do not think so.
583. Let the Regulations put in as much as you think proper, but it must not exceed a certain 

quantity— would a limit for leases be required or not ?—N ot upon private lands.
584. Would you have a clause to this effect— that all private land shall be dealt with under the 

various regulations of the districts, the same as if they were Crown lands ? Yes, I would, provided you
did not put a limit to the extent.

585. There is a limit to the Crown lands—why should there not be for private lands?— You cannot 
get a lease for Crown lands, except for a limited amount.

586. B y  the Hon. II. D . R eid .— Yes, you can by special application ?—I was not aware of that.
In these cases, if I  take a lease of 600 acres, and there are labor covenants in it, I  have to prospect the 
ground ; perhaps I  cannot pay for the number of men that would have to be employed upon it.

The witness withdrew.

Mr. John Alfred Chalk examined.

Mr. Martin Loughlin examined.
587. B y  the Chairman .— What is your occupation Mr. Loughlin ?—A t present I  have an indefinite Mr. j .  A^chait

occupation connected with mining.
588. Resident where ?—A t Ballarat.
589. You have seen the Bill now before the House ?— l e s .  _
590 Can you <nve some information to the Committee referring to the B ill ?— I  think there should  

be the proposed amendments that w e laid before the Committee the last time w e were here A  m eet.ng was 
held at th e G eorge H otel last w eek  o f the owners of property upon w h.ch m mm g is carried on A  m eeting
w as called and certain am endm ents and alterations wore agreed upon that night, and I and Mr. Chalk
w ere deputed to  come and present the amendments to the Committee U pon the last occasion w e were 
here w e presented those amendments. I f  w e can get those inserted ,n the B ill that is all w e require.

591 B n  the IJon N . FUz«erald.— “ Should provide that the right to enter should be only for a 
lim ited tim e sav a  few  hours ”- H o w  would you draw a line ? - I t  says the first applicant. _
hm 5 9 0  ’A 'nv one m ay be a first applicant ?— If  you enter upon the land you lodge your application.

5 9 3 * A  man cannot enter upon the land without the liberty of the owner f - r h e  owner does not

objeCt ,r„ Phnlh— M  the time this was prepared we had not seen the Regulations. There are a few  
Mi). v/wt - Regulations particularly relating to that subject,

suggestions we ha » p itzq e ra h L -In  reference to this—“ Regulations should provide that before
I L  be should make a deposit of a sum of money equal to 50 per cent, more than is

any person makes J  lications under the Gold Mining Leasing Regulations to prove the entry is
required to be d e p ^ g>j ^ J P ^  that in cases of entry upon private lands for mining, he should pay
or onc-fi ^  t,iiall he has now to pay to enter upon Crown lands . l e s .

half as much m woul(1 tbat be ? - T h e  Regulations meet that suggestion.
596* B y  the Chairman.— T he  present fee is only ten, and five per cent, more would be only fifteen ?—

Yes, ^  would. bQ nQ meagure of the damage done to private property ? - ( M r .  L ovgU ln )— No,
d then there is a class o f men who would purposely mark off a shaft near a m ans house to extort money

from him.



to. J. A CMt 598. B y  the lion . I t .  D . R eid .— Tint before he docs that ho has to deposit a certain amount of
Mr. M. Loughiin, money, has lie not r— A  mere trme, £10.

TthNor̂ s?:. ' Chalk. Theie is nothing in the Ixegnlations or the Bill which directs what is the first step to !
be taken by an applicant in order to enter upon the land, and this is a suggestion that I would make— that 
the Regulations provide that the applicant give notice upon the owner of his intention to apply for a lease 
upon certain land, giving approximately the description, extent, boundaries, &c., and lodge a copy with 
the warden, that the warden should within seven days summon the applicant and owner, take evidence as 
to whether there was reasonable ground for believing gold existed in the land applied for ; if warden report 
favorably to the applicant, he to apply to Governor in Council for right to mark out, &c. There is nothino- in 
clause 2 in the Bill directing how an applicant is to obtain Governor’s authority to enter. You find it says, 
that the Governor may authorize any one to enter, hut it does not say what steps the applicant is to take, -i

599. B y the Hon. R . Fimson— ( to M r. L ovghlin). — ll&$ much difficulty been experienced in rivino' 
right to mine upon private property from the owner, in cases in which you are concerned ?— I have been 
mining upon private property for, the last fifteen years, and have never had any trouble whatever. We 
have more trouble in mining upon Crown lands from people jumping the ground and applying for claims 
here and there, and it cost us more money to defend our title upon Crown lands than it did to pay for 
compensation to private property.

600. Then you consider that this Bill is not much wanted, so far as Ballarat is concerned ?—No ; 
I may say, there has been mining at Kingston, near the property I  represented there, for the last three 
years, probably about 40 allotments, and there has never been a dispute.

601. B y the Hon. N .  Fitzgerald.-—How many men are now engaged in mining upon private pro­
perty, do you think, in Ballarat, in your own district ?— I should think fully 2000 men in the neighborhood 
of Ballarat and Kingston, and in fact it has got on better than upon the Crown lands ; the Band of Hope 
and Koh-i-noor— it has cost us thousands and thousands of pounds to defend our title.

602. B y  the Hon. R . tiimson.— And you have no trouble upon private property ?— Never a dispute, 
not one.

603. B y the Hon. J. P . B ear.— Do you know any cases where the owner of auriferous land has 
objected to a miner going in ?— No, he is only too willing.

604. Did the Seven Hills estate formerly belong to Burches ?—Yes.
605. Purchased by Mr. Alexander Wilson, and re-sold by him ?— Y e s ; and I applied to Mr. Wilson 

for leave to mine, and he said, “ No, I do not want to he bothered with the land, it is getting close to 
mining, I  will sell it to you.” We bought it, and advertised it to be leased to miners for mining, and we 
leased bOO acres of it to two parties, and it is now working.

606. B y  the Hon. J\'. F itzgerald .—With regard to registration and validation of a contract, do 
you think that before such took place both parties should apply to the Minister ?—I do not see why they 
should.

607. Do you think that either party applying ought to get it as a right ?— I think, if both could 
agree, it would be right to apply ; but, where both cannot agree, the lease ought to be given to the owner 
of the property.

60b. But we speak of existing contracts ?— That is to say, supposd they cannot agree.
609. But they have agreed ?— But if they cannot agree to go to the Minister, the owner ought to 

have a prior right to the lease. In the De Murska, I  gave £900, and per cent., for the right to mine, 
and we went and sank a shaft. Now, if we wanted it reduced, we would apply to the Minister ourselves. 
Should the owner not agree, but wish to make application, then I  think the owner ought to have the lease.

, If they do agree, the owner and the miner can have it conjointly.
610. But not only priority in getting the lease, but he should have a legal right to compel the 

original contract made by the parties ?— That is what we w a n t; we want a clause in the Bill for that.
611. You say, where they could not agree, the owner ought to have right to get his lease ?—Yes.
612. Do you mean that he should have a right to insist upon the original agreement, or that he 

should have the right to begin mining under a lease with some one else ?— I think if he cannot agree with 
the original parties, he should have the right to agree with some one else.

613. Then the registration of this contract would be merely the right to make a new one ?—He 
ought to be allowed to mine himself. v

614. Would you think that the law ought to give the power to the contracting parties to insist 
upon their agreement being carried out, as if it referred to other goods besides land and gold ?— I think 
it ought to.

615. B y  the Hon. R . I). Reid.— If the owner got a lease, it should be subject to the agreements 
made before ?— Yes, to the agreements made before, where the parties do not agree.

616. B y  the lion. J . P . B ear.— Agree to what— we are speaking now of contracts at present in 
existence, where all the terms are clearly laid down and understood ?—Yes.

617. Is it your opinion that the owner, or both, or the lessee without the owner, should have the 
right to go the Minister and say, “ I  want this contract ratified ” ?— I say, if they are agreed.

618. I f  they do not agree ?— Then, I  say, the owner.
619. Or the other side ?— Then the owner of the property is in the hands of the other party. They

can do as they like with it if they get the lease.
620. I f  the owner says, “ I  will not go to the Minister what would you do then ?— Give it to

the other party.
621. B y  the Hon. N .  Fitzgerald.— I want to know, whether either party to a contract coming to a 

Minister and asking to see that contract registered, and give it the force of law, should be entitled to 
succeed, whether the lessee would have the right then legally to insist upon the lessor, who refused to join 
him, carrying out the contract and allow him to work, and vice versa ?— Under any circumstances I  think 
the original contract should he observed and made legal.

622. B y  the Hon. R . D . R eid .— Suppose a party work for a royalty of 7 per cent., and take out 
thousands of pounds’ worth of gold upon the royalty ; suppose they become unable to pay the 7 per cent., 
how would you meet that case ?— There would be a number of mines that would never pay ; they would 
scheme and do lots of things to get a reduction, and would not pay it if they had a show ; they would keep 
yields down, and work for years to get it down.



623. They would get nothing but their own labor ?— They would be quite satisfied if they got a living. M r . J. A. C h a l k  

I know many eases of mines upon Crown lands where they have put a shaft down and worked it for very M r . M ^ L o u g h i i n .  

little for a long time, for years, purposely to get the mine on tribute, and then they make it pay very well. nhHovWn
624. B y  the l io n . N .  F itzgerald.— Then if it is not obligatory upon the Minister to ratify those 

contracts, in your opinion one or other of the contracting parties would refuse, in hopes of getting better 
terms m the scramble?—Yes ; I think the contracting parties would go to work purposely to break the 
contract to get better terms, unless it is compulsory upon the Minister to ratify it.

625. lh / the lion . 11. Sim son.—Do you think that all existing contracts ought to be enforced ?— Yes.
626. B y  the lio n . J. P. Bear.— Up to what time ?— The passing of the Bill.
62,'. W hat you term colorable contracts ? — Yes, and another thing should be put into the Bill, that 

the miner and the owner of the property should be allowed to come to terms. It has acted well and would 
act well I think hereafter.

628. B y  the lion . II. Sim son.— You think too much power ought not to be left to the Minister ?—
No, I  think not.

629. B y  the lio n . A . Fitzgerald.— About the payment of money. You have read the clause in the 
Bill obliging all moneys awarded due to the owner of the land to be paid down before a miner can enter.
Ought not that to be subject of arrangement between the owner and the lessees ?—No doubt they could 
arrange. We have done it, we have taken bills from miners over two years till they get gold.

630. Then in your opinion the necessity of paying down a sum of money at first would be against 
the interest of the yeorking man ?— A  certain sum ought to be paid down.

631. You think, in other words, that the owner of the land and the miner should have the power of 
regulating those proceedings themselves and merely going to the Minister to ratify them after ?— Yes.

632. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear.— Do you think this Bill would have the effect of raising up a class 
of speculators ?—It would raise middle men, not speculators, dummies who would mark off pieces of ground, 
if you had a nice piece of property round your house or anything of that sort.

633. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— What distance do you think ought to be left ?—We think 150
yards.

634. You talk about the Lands Compensation Statute ?— Yes.
635. B y the Chairman.—  150 yards from what ?—A  man’s dwelling.
636. Supposing a garden of 200 yards— that would be 50 yards inside the garden ?— 150 yards 

outside it.
637. B y  the lio n . B . D . R eid.— W hat distance do you wish it to be ?—Away from the house, or 

garden, or yard. I  knew an instance in Ballarat— a man bought a property for £1500 and went into 
alluvial diggings— and before the men could do anything, they let the property go right down, and took the 
gold, and went away and he never got a penny. Gardens and orchards are protected in the Bill, but not 
yards ; but there is nothing in the Bill to prevent a man marking out a shaft just outside the fence and 
driving under the property, and letting it all down about his ears.

638. B y  the Hon. R . Simson.— This amendment of yours says, they ought not to be allowed to 
drive under the garden at all ?— That is what I  say. They ought not to be allowed to drive at all. In 
the present B ill they can drive.

639. B y  the H on. N . F itzgera ld .— Is there anything to prevent them doing that now. I f  you 
have private lands, and Crown lands abutting upon it, I  can sink a shaft upon the Crown lands and drive 
under your private lands and take the gold ?— Yes.

640. The only security is, that after a certain distance you would require air-shafts ?— They would 
not want air-shafts. There is Winter’s Freehold, 11 miles under ground, and they have no air-shafts ; 
they get the air down the shaft they are working ; they send it right on to the face in the Winter’s Free­
hold, and force the air down by machinery.

641. To M r. Chalk.— The suggestions you desire to offer to the Committee, we may consider are
embodied in the printed paper?—Yes.

642. Have you any suggestion beside this ?— Yes, those that are upon the Regulations.
643. B y  the Hon. J . 1 \ Bear.— Do you think the Regulations ought to be part of the Bill ?—\_Mr. 

L ou qh lin i—I  think they should, but they should be amended first.
644 B y  the Hon. N . F itzgerald .— You saw in the Bill that the area which is allowed for mining 

in all parts’of the colony is limited to 30 acres ; do you think it is judicious to have a specified limit to be
applied all over the colony ?—I think 30 acres is not sufficient.

645 D o you think it is possible to have an area that would not be too much in one place and too 
little in another ?— I  think it ought to be left to the warden ; it is hardly worth a man’s while to sink a 
shaft 400 or 500 feet deep for 30 acres. I  do not know how they are going to regulate it.

646. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.—  You think that is best left entirely open?— I think so.
647. N o application under a certain quantity ?------
648 But not limited ?—But not limited as to extent. For instance, one claim upon my property 

has 560 acres ; supposing they legalize existing contracts, then the Regulations say you are only to have 
30 acres Then this company would have to take out about eight 01 ten leases.

649 Under the Mining Regulations you could apply lor a special lease which may be over 30 acres ?
 T should sav let them not apply for less than 30 acres, but any quantity more.

6 sn tiu the Hon F. '/. Sou/ood.— Following your idea, that no drive should go under a house or 
garden would you carry "it further and say that, assuming you had a right to sink a shaft in a certain piece 
of land, would you by that obtain power to drive under another man's la n d - .s  it fair or advisable ? - I  do

not think it would.bc- sink or do anything on the surface should only carry a right to do anything
under t h a t l a t d ? - !  think so, except you could arrange with the owner of the adjoining property it would

be quite right. ^  ^  F;/Zr/Cra!d.— W as this meeting that you refer to a meeting of owners of

p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  or miners f^ O w ie r s ^   ̂ tpCro in both capacities.

6 -it’ Then in your opinion a Bill containing those amendments would satisfy both parties ?—It
would ; that was the opinion of the meeting.



iix. j. a. chalk 655. B y  the Hon. B . Simson.— But you do not see any imperative necessity for a B ill at. all ?—
M r.ii.*Lou?hiin, Only that there has been a cry for years to have a B ill to legalize mining on private property. I do not 

"'continued, ’ k n o w  that it would do much good, but I  think it had better be passed. A s far as our district is concerned 
1 ' °V" * I  have never heard a word about it, I  have now been connected with it for 15 or 16 years.

656. And very largely connected ?— Yes, very largely connected indeed, both as an owner and lessee 
of property ; and another gentleman, Mr. Grant, he has been mining upon Mr. Elder’s estate for years.

657. By the Hon. F. T. Surgood.— Assuming that under this Bill you have acquired power to sink 
a shaft in a certain paddock, is it in your opinion right that power should also be taken to put a dam or 
reservoir on another paddock, simply in order to utilize a shaft you are using in another man’s land ?— I do 
not see why you should interfere with any other man’s land than that you agree about.

658. N ot even for a reservoir of water ?— No.
659. N ot as an adjunct of mining ?—No.
660. B y the Hon. R . D . R eid.— What would you do in the case of sluicing ?— With the sludge ?
661. Y es?— They would have to arrange between themselves.
662. How about a race— suppose you were as they are in Beech worth, where they have to go 

round the hills ?— The better way would be to apply to the owners of the land for a strip of land, and buy 
it from them.

663. Suppose the owner will not sell to you ; you cannot say there is gold upon it— how will you 
arrive at that, if you do not give the power to bring those drains through ?—There is nothing in the Bill to 
say you can get it— there is nothing iu the B ill to say it shall be done. I  know we have arranged with 
them.

661. B y  the Chairman.— In the block of ground you have just now, you could not work it unless 
you got water from the adjoining property, and there is a break between the two ; would you consider it 
right for a law to be made to force the landed proprietor of the piece of ground between, though there is 
no gold in his ground, to let you cut a ditch through it by paying him compensation ?— A s far as I  know 
about the owners of property, they are only too glad to bring water into their paddocks.

665. Would you consider it right to force him to let a ditch be cut through his property by paying 
him compensation ?— He ought to be compelled.

666. B y  the Hon. F. T. Sargnod.— Following that up, would you require him to let a large reservoir 
be formed upon his ground ?— It depends upon whether you want a large reservoir.

667. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Would you allow a reservoir to be built upon the adjoining land 
if he was paid compensation ?— Y es, if it is necessary.

668. B y the Hon. F. T. Sargood.—Who is to judge of the necessity ?— The warden, just the same 
as whether the property is auriferous, no doubt.

M r. Chalk handed in the fo llow ing m anuscrip t:—
Clause 2, Bill.— W hat is the first step to be taken in order to obtain authority from Governor to enter into and upon 

private land ?—There are no directions in the Regulations as to this.
Suggestion.— T hat Regulations provide that applicant serve notice on owner o f h is intention to apply for lease of 

certain land, giv ing approxim ately a description of extent, boundaries, &e., and lodge copy w ith warden. W ithin seven 
days after lodging copy witli warden, warden to summons owner and applicant, and take evidence as to whether there was 
reasonable ground for believing that gold existed in the land applied for. I f  warden report favorable to applicant, he, 
applicant, to apply to Governor in Council f<>r right to  enter, mark out, &e.

Clause :-t. Application.— Strike out “ thirty,” 3rd line, and insert “ two hundred.”
Clause G.— Strike out, and insert, “ ascertain as far as practicable who is owner and occupier.”
W ho is to erect posts ?— No directions yet given in Regulations.
S u g g es tio n .— That applicant erect posts as provided in Regulations relating to  gold m ining leases.
Unless power be given to applicant or officer of Crown to  erect posts, m ining surveyor could not report as to posts 

being properly erected.
Clause 22.— Strike out “ agents,” 3rd line, and insert “ attorney.”
Clause 23.— Add, “ provided that such compensation shall be paid to the owner w ithin  14 days.”
Clause 29.—Strike out “ half,” 3rd line.
Clause 31.— In case of death of applicant h is executors or adm inistrators should be allowed to  execute lease.
Clause 35 — Strike out “ half,” 2nd line.
Schedule D .—Strike out “ 30 acres ” and insert “ 200 acres.”
Schedule J — Is it intended to denrse anything beyond which compensation is given to the owner ?
Should not form of lease be altered so as to confine the demise to the land for which owner receives compensation, 

w ith  the privilege to  take m ines o f gold and silver from adjoining area, which m ay have been granted to the applicant ?

The witness withdrew.

Mr. David Turpey, Mayor of Ballarat East, examined.
Mr d Turney 669. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— You have seen the B ill before the House ?— I have.
7ti>Nov.is77̂  670. Have you any suggestions to offer to us in reference to it?— M y suggestion is this : from my

past experience for the last 25 years, that if the old Goldfields A ct was adopted in part, it would be more 
suitable than the present Bill, that is in reference to the streets, having the control of the streets by placing 
the freehold property under the control of the warden, and give him the same power over freehold 
property as he has over Crown lands. I  went to the trouble, after consulting our solicitor, Mr. Cuthbert, 
to get three clauses drafted, which might be very suitable. These are they— \_handing in the s<77/?£]. I 
think they are not asking too much to be put into the Bill, and I  believe it is just part and parcel of the 
old Goldfields A ct. I  should like to see existing contracts fully ratified.

671. B y  the lio n . J . P . B ear .— You think existing contracts should be legalized?— I do.
672. Upon the application of both parties ?— Upon the application of both parties.
673. Or, feeling or supposing one holds back, thinking he can get better terms ?—I would let the 

other party have the power to get it ratified, or let there be an appeal to the warden to see which is the 
proper body, or go to arbitration.

674. B y  the Hon. R . D . R e id .—But that is not the question. Supposing you are the owner of 
property and I am a miner, you say, “ I  will not go to the Minister ought not I  then to have the power 
of going to the Minister and getting what I  wanted, subject to the regulations agreed upon between us ? 
Exactly, that is what I think.

675. Either party should ?— Either party.



• ; ,676‘ Hy the Hon. R . Simson.— ITave you found more difficulty in Ballarat in connection with
<illnwo'] Property, in being allowed to mine on land there?—Not much difficulty in being

UUU0 ? J1!® diffi.cuUy is in niiners going upon the people’s property, and destroying both
s^ cis ami property without giving compensation. A t present we have plans in the next room, if you
wis l o see hem, pist showing the workings in mining upon private property and working under streets, 
a great amount ot destruction. ' ’

p ,y (1\ e Jl°r n ' D ' R e M -— T h a t is w lia t the clauses you have put in allude to ?— Y es .
. V ' J  , IIon' l'>e Chairman.—One of the clauses provides for surveyors to go down and 

inspect r— 1 es ; there was the same power in the original ttoldficlds Act.
T> . tllf  {{on H  shnson.— T>o you think there is in the Ballarat district much need for a Mining

on n \ a o roperty Bill — Not if you have those clauses passed and that were in the hands of the warden.
™ 5 ‘ think, it a short A ct Avcro passed legalizing all existing and all future contracts it Avould

suffice r— 1 cs.
681. L i/ the Hon. R . D . R eid .— If a man found gold upon a piece of private land would you o-ive 

power to the aa arden rather than to the Minister to make an arrangement. ?—That is a matter that I think 
ought to go to the Minister.

682. B y  the lion . R . Simson.— Have you experienced any difficulty in miners coming to an 
arrangement with owners of private property in the Ballarat district ?— None Avhatever, if we pay a 
sufficient deposit for mining.

683. P rev io u s Avitnesscs h ave said that there Avas no difficulty w hatever, and that a miner had  
m uch le ss  difficu lty in m in ing upon private property than upon Crown lands ?— D uring th e  Avhole of m y  
exp erience I h ave  n ot found any, and I have been very m uch interested  in  m ining upon private property. 
I liaA e been m ining and in terested  in m in in g  for the last tw en ty -five  years. I  ha\re been largely interested  
in m in in g  upon p rivate property upon B allarat E a st, and w henever w e  saAv that a lead of gold  Avas rich  
enough to p ay  for th e  dam ages th a t Avere lik e ly  to accrue w e  never had any difficulty.

684. The owners of the property were always willing to let miners take the gold ?— I never saw an 
objection.

685. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— S u p p o s in g  th e  p a r ties  co u ld  n o t  com e to  term s, w o u ld  y o u  g iv e  
p o w er  to  th e  M in is te r  o f  M in e s  to  in te r fe re  an d  for h im  to  alloAV m in in g  u p o n  th is  p ro p erty  u p on  p a y m e n t  
o f c o m p e n sa t io n ? — Y e s .

6 8 6 . You would compel the landowner by giving a lease from the Minister of Mines to let the 
miner mine upon his property, upon getting proper compensation ?— Y es.— [ The witness produced certain 
plans belonging to the m unicipality showing the damage to the streets by driving under them.']— It has cost 
thousands of pounds to repair the damages done in these streets, and there is no way of stopping it at present.

687. B y  the lion . R . D. R eid .—In what way would you propose to stop it?— Do not let them 
mine without the consent of the corporation ; it is all embodied in the paper I handed in.

688 . T h a t  a p p lie s  to  th e  c ity  o f  B a l la r a t? — Y e s ; b u t  i t  w o u ld  a p p ly  to  th e  Avliole co lo n y .
689. W h a t  d is ta n c e  w o u ld  y o u  th in k  w o u ld  b e  n e c essa ry  from  th e  h o u se s  or g a rd en  th a t  th e  sh a ft  

sh o u ld  b e  su n k  ?— N o t  le s s  th a n  an  a n g le  o f  45 d e g r ee s , Avhatever th e  d ep th  m ig h t  m a k e  it.
6 9 0 . W h a t d istance from  th e  hou se  Avould you forbid tu nnelling  underneath— w h at d istance should  

the tunnel stop  from th e hou se ?— I t  a ll depends upon the depth ; it  should be an angle o f 45  degrees.
6 9 1 . B y  the lion  the Chairman.—  S u p p osin g  a tunnel w as driven s ix  or e igh t feet w id e right through  

solid  rock— do you  th in k  there w ou ld  be any harm in driv ing  a tunnel of that kind below  property ?— N one, 
Avith a s in g le  dri\re.

692. B y the Hon. J . P. Bear.— What depth?—Any depth, if it is in good country and well timbered.
693. B y  the lion . F. T. Sargood.— W ill not the timber in them decay?—I t  might, but for the time 

a single drive would be used it would not do any harm.
694. B y the lion , the Chairman.— If it was country that did not require timber there would be no 

danger at all?— N o danger at all— it all depends upon the nature of the country. In solid country, there 
is no danger in a single drive.

695. B y the lio n . J. P . Bear.— D o  y o u  th in k  th e  p o w ers  le f t  to  th e  M in is ter  are excessiA re  or 
n o t? — Y e s ,  th e y  are e x c e s s iv e ,  so m e  o f  th em .

696. Do you think the Regulations should he attached to the Bill ?— They should be, defining the 
powers of the Minister.

697. B y  the lio n . F. S. Dobson.— Do you approve of the last clause in the Bill making it a mis­
demeanour for a person to pick up a piece of gold upon his own land ? No, I do- n o t; I  think that ought 
to be struck o u t ; at any rate no reasonable man would agree to i t ; I  would not ; he would be worse than 
mad to allow such a clause as that to remain in the Bill.

698. B y  the lio n , the Chairm an— You think it would be right for the miner and owner to have
an opportunity first of all of coming to terms between themselves before the Minister of Mines has
anything to do with granting a lease ?—I certainly think so, they ought to consult together.

699. And if they do not come to terms, fall back upon the Minister of Mines afterwards ?— Yes, I
believe that is the correct thing to do. . „ . .

700 . B// the Hon . J. P. B e a r —  G enerally , is the B ill  one that w ould  tend to facilita te  m ining on
private property, or not t—I do not think it Avould.

701 Bn the lion . F. X  Dobson.— Do you know  of a sin g le  instance, in your experience, w here an
owner has absolutely refused to let mining go on on his property r—No, I  do not know of one. _

7 0 9  f t  the lion, the Chairman.— Do you know of any of them being excessively paid or over- 
charo-ino- ?—We have heard of Winter’s Freehold, which I  believe was an overcharge in the first place.
No doubt an overcharge was made upon that estate

”03 B n  the Hon. F. X  Dobson.— Even at £50,000 t— Yes.
704* B n  the lion . J . P. R ear.— The purchasers did not think so at the time. They made a fine
f .. 9 y e s  still I  think it was an overcharge, property that cost a pound an acre.

g 0  ' ' B  f/j’e j j on f t, Simson.—If those people who were applying for it had not been so anxious
to et hold of it, they would have got it for much less by waiting a short time ?—I do not know, I  never
wo? interested in that property at all.w as inter rpjie  Wl[ne s s  w i t h d r e w .

M i n i n g . D



jR. II."Bland, 

7th N ovi’lS77.

Eivett Henry Bland, Esq., examined.
706. B y the Hon. the Chairm an—-What is your occupation?—I am manager of the Port Phillip 

Mining Company, Clunes.
707. You have seen the B ill before the Committee ?— Yes, I  have.
708. Have you anything to say in reference to it ?— I wrote out a short statement upon it.
709. B y  the Hon. J. P. B ear.— Are you favorable to the Bill, as a whole ?— I am, with certain 

alterations. I  would like to be allowed to read my statement upon it. I  have added to this a statement of 
the profits for 21 years, and how they were distributed.— [ The witness read and handed in the same.— Vide 
Appendix A .]

7 .0 . B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— I see the amount is somewhere about £262,000 that the companies 
have got, and the landed proprietors got £125,000 ?— Y es, I do not object to those payments, nor do I 
want to interfere with the existing agreement, provided concessions are made when needed. For three 
years 1873, 1 8 7 4 , and 1875 the proprietors got over £13,000 for their royalty and the company got nothing 
at all. I  do not object to it, while they were getting, as at one time, £6000, £7000, £8000, and £9000  
a-year— I do not object to their getting a share of it— but where the company get nothing------

711. B y  the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— How did they get so much, while you got nothing, if it is a 
royalty upon the yield ?— We got into debt in those years.

712. B y the Hon. F. T. Sargood.— You advocate a sliding scale ?— A  sliding scale.
7 13. I t  would hardly do to say that, in years where the income is small, it shall be less than 7h per 

cent, for instance, because then it would be the interest of the company to make it not pay for three years, 
and so get a reduction, and make heavy profits the next three years ?— When we took the mine, we were 
allowed to leave in the mine all quartz that did not yield an ounce to the ton. Now for years we have not 
had any quartz that did yield anything like an ounce to the ton.

714. B y  the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— Was it at your option ?— Yes, but it is a very serious thing to 
give up a large mine like that, with enormous machinery, and so on— we cannot move it.

715. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— If you pay five per cent, upon quartz containing 5 dwts. to the 
ton, 7 -̂  per cent, on quartz containing 7  ̂ dwts. to the ton, and 1 0  per cent, upon 1 0  dwts. would it not be a 
very good thing to put all this quartz together, to take the 5 dwts. quartz, the 7* dwts. quartz, and the 
1 0  dwts. quartz and mix them all together, and crush them all at 7-| dwts., and so save 2 \  percent. ?—The 
bulk of the mine is worked by tributors— that is payment by results. You cannot mix it. You pay the 
men in proportion to the yield.

716. That is, in your particular case ; but in general cases it could be done?—Y es ; but when I 
took that mine on lease we were supposed to leave in the mine all quartz that did not yield an ounce to 
the ton ; now for years we have not had any quartz of that sort, yet there is no concession. I do not want 
any repudiation, or anything of that kind. I  want existing agreements legalized ; but I  think there should 
be some power to settle disputes as they arise, in the interest of both parties.

717. That is in case where an agreement was excessive ?— Yes.
718. B y the Hon. F. T. Sargood.— There is a contradiction upon your part. You say you want 

existing agreements legalized ?—E xisting leases.
719. And yet in the next breath you say you want the terms revised ?— In my case I  am allowed 

not to take out all quartz that is not an ounce to the ton, and yet we take it out and get no concession.
719r/. You want it partially legalized ?— Yes, some means of getting the terms revised.
720. B y  the Hon. J. P. Bear.— Have the owners of this land ever made any concession at all ?— 

No. Last year things were so bad that it looked like a wind up of the whole of the company, and I  
told the principal, who happened to be at Clunes at the time, that unless he provided some funds to open 
up the mine I should cease all dead work. They agreed then for a temporary concession, to run for a year 
and a half, and to come to about £2300, to sink a shaft and drive a le v e l; that was the only concession, 
except one referred to in the Lower House about all quartz yielding under 4 dwts. A  concession was 
made that amounted to about £40  or £50, and that all went to the tributers.

721. B y  the Hon. N . F itzgerald.— That was the amount of the concession ?— That was the-amount 
of the concession.

722. B y the Hon. B . Sim son.— You suggest a sliding-scale, to pay the owner of the property 
according to the richness of the quartz ?— Yes ; that the company shall have some profit. There was a 
period of three years when we got nothing at all, and they got £13,000.

723. B y the Hon. F. S. Dobson.— Would not that be obviated in cases of future contracts, by 
making this payment of per cent age upon the nett profits and not the gross ?— For the future I  think that 
would be provided for in tbe agreements. This was made twenty-one years ago, when we had no expe­
rience of quartz. Wb thought nothing less than an ounce to the ton would pay to crush, but by the immense 
improvements in the machinery and the great extent of the work we are doing we can make 5 dwds. pay ; 
and it is better to take that out than to lose it ; but, if the present charge be continued, thousands of tons 
must be left in the mine. W e cannot afford to lose by it. The deeper you go the more it costs, and the 
ground is getting harder to drive. Where it did cost £1 a foot to drive, it costs £5  now.

724. B y the lion . J . P . B ear.—rYours is an English company, the shareholders are in England ?—  
Yes, there is a double company, there is a company at Clunes, but it is all under my management.

725. B y the lio n , the Chairman.—If these mines under your management had been stopped, these 
mines would have been stopped altogether ?— Yes.

726. And the owners would have been receiving nothing ?— No.
727. Your property has been improved and the proprietors have had their per centage ?— They have 

had their money with the exception of the concession that I  mentioned, and which is nearly run out ; in 
a few months more it will amount to £2300, the sum agreed upon ; and also the concession mentioned in 
the paper read in " the Lower House, upon quartz yielding below four dwts. per ton, and which now 
amounts to about £40  or £50. Originally the royalty was 1 0  per cent., but two years after the agreement 
was made it was reduced to 7 5 per cent, conditionally upon my agreeing to crush 500 tons of quartz per 
week instead of 300 tons.

72H. By the Hon. J . P . Bear.— Is this the only freehold you have been connected with?—No, I  
am connected with a few others to a very small extent. I  have a small interest in that one at the
Vintingbool estate that I  think you have had before you. I  am a very small shareholder.



land to T ^lC IIon‘ #/zc Chairman. Have you ever had any trouble with any party you have leased
7'50 R , 6/ a rr interest in the Coliban company that led to the decision in the Privy Council, 

m-oncidv h ^  i n\ ,■ w r)bsZn- ~ T>P°  .T0!1 know a single instance where the owner of freehold
 I  liavp'iin . u e ) t ec mei o allow of mining operations ? —I have had no personal experience of

has never come bee“ 1'cfusTed> but 1 do not know what other people have experienced. It
the title to the 1 ,1  t 13i f '  WllGU 1 nmde thls agreement it was assumed that the gold passed with
settle dismites nnd l’ i n° XVa.nt to uPset thls agreement, I  merely want some tribunal where we cansem e uisputes ancl let us go on mmm<>\

ao-recment whhmo6 tlle C,f irw a ” — Where niining does not pay ?— Yes, I cannot throw up an
sSious affair. lcmovmg ftl1 the machinery— it is ruin— and to discharge four or five hundred men is a

If  I  A ver^ m S n ^ fld™ F ' T ' ^ arff00rd - ~ Y ^ 1 wan_t a court of arbitration?— Yes, for past agreements, 
inexperienced. & atoi cement now I should provide for all those th ings; but twenty years ago we were

733. B y  the Hon. J  P. B far.~T>o not you think a freeholder should have the power of having the 
Z i Z u m '  aS the lessee?- If he applied to have those agreements revised it would go

. B y  the Hon. F. S. Dohson.— But take a case where he is getting too small a royalty? I
think you cannot do better than leave the agreements for the future to the settlement of the parties, the 
applicant and the owners or lessees; but it is only for the past, as in my instance, where it is found to be 
excessive.

735. But the question asked you deserves answering, and you are able to do it, I  think. Supposing 
that a landowner is extortionate charges 7-| or 10 per cent.—the miners are doing an equally good stroke 
upon equally good land and only pay 2^ per cent.— is not the landowner equally entitled to arbitration as 
the miner m the other case ? I  think wrhat is good for one case is good for the other. In my mind, if the 
quartz were to yield two ounces to the ton, I  would not have the least objection to give him ten per cent.

736. h y  the Hon. J . P. Bear. Taking the average of the time you have been working, it has paid 
y°ui shareholdeis very well, has it not? Pretty fair. I  only complain of the excessively poor years I  
was to pay per cent, for quartz that yielded over an ounce, and we never had quartz over an ounce, and 
there was no concession. I f  I  had known what quartz mining was to turn out I  would have provided 
for it.

737. B y  the Hon. J . P. B e a r .— Rather than see that large property stopped, would they not, think 
you, come to any reasonable terms ?—They will not do it, and I  cannot get them to do it without using 
means that I  do not like. I  do not want to quarrel and discharge 200 or 300 men. I consider it my duty 
to bring this matter forward.

738. Have you thought the matter out ?— I  cannot see the slightest difficulty in cases where disputes 
arise upon past agreements for the future ; we do not need it. We all know the state of things now, but 
I  did not know it at that time. I f  I  had known how matters were running—how quartz would run down 
in the yield— I  should have provided for it twenty-one years ago.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned to Tuesday next a t H a lf-past Two o'clock.

T U E S D A Y , 1 3 t h  N O V EM BER  1 8 7 7 .

Members p resen t:

The Hon. J . A . W a l l a c e , in the chair ;
The Hon. T. T. a’Beckett 

F. T. Sargood 
J . P . Bear

The Hon, R. Simson
Sir S. Wilson 
R. D. Reid.

William Lane, Esq., examined.

739. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Where do you reside?—A t Alma Road, St. Kilda.
740. Have you read the Bill that is now before the House on Mining on Private Property ?—I

have.
741. Have you formed any opinions upon the B ill?— I have gone into the matter with Mr. Moule, 

and he has got all information here.
742. Have you got any property of that class now let or leased ?— I am part the proprietor of the 

paddock which is worked by the Port Phillip Company, Clunes.
743. How long is it since you leased that piece of property to the Port Phillip Company ?— It bears 

date 1st January 1857, for 21 years.
744. Has that claim been at work continuously ever since ?— It has never ceased being worked ever

since. ,
745. Do you get a royalty or a rent per acre ?—I get a royalty ; it has varied several times during

the currency of the lease.
746. B y  the Hon. T. T. a'Beckett.— Are not all the facts you could give us in evidence set forth

in your petition ?— Yes. .
747. You say the royalty was altered two or three times ?— It has been reduced from 10 per cent., 

which it was originally, to about 6 per cent, which it is at present.
748. Are you only getting 5 per cent, now ?— It is equal to that now ; perhaps 6 per cent, at the 

outside. It is 7£ per cent, less 25 per cent, off the 7 |.
d 2

It. H . Bland, 
Esq., 

continued, 
7th Nov. 1877.

W illiam Lane, 

13th Nov. 1877.



w m i ^ e ,  749. Do you allow the 25 per cent off ? - W c  do, when the mine has grown poor, occasionally we
a re 'f  I1, them when they sought a reduction. W e relinquished the royalty on the 

loth aov. is??, alluvial for a considerable period in 1866.
750. Y e understood Mr. Bland the other day that the claim got so very poor that they were o-oin" 

to abandon it, but sooner than let them abandon it you consented to reduce the royalty for a time and as 
soon as the claim got in better order you would resume your royalty ?— Last October they applied for a 
reduction of the royalty.

751. Or October twelve months ?— October twelve months they applied for a reduction. We asked 
them what they required.

752. B y  the lio n . J . P . B ear.— W as that the first application they made for a reduction ?— There
was a reduction about fifteen years ago. The original contract is 10 per cent. ; then, for certain reasons
we reduced it to 7g per cent. ’

753. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— Is that permanent ?— Yes.
751. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. W ilson .— IIow long is that ago ?— Fifteen years a^o.
755. B y  the lio n . J. P . B ea r .— Was it done all at one jump ?— Yes, at one jump.
750. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. W ilson .— Upon what grounds ?—To increase the quantity crushed. 

Originally they only were to crush 300 tons a week, and it was upon certain conditions that we, about
fifteen years ago, reduced by per cent., coming down from 10 to 7 \ .  ’

757. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— Wliat was the reason of that reduction ?— There would be a 
greater quantity of quartz crushed per week than the contract set forth.

758. But in making a reduction from 10 to 7 i  per cent., did they limit the quantity of quartz to be 
crushed per week ?— No ; they were only to crush 300 tons a week by the first contract. They said, “ If 
you reduce the royalty, we w ill increase the stamping power, and crush as much as we can take to 
the mills.”

759. B y  the Hon. J . P . B ea r .— Was it another inducement that they should crush poorer auartz ? 
— Yes, that was another reason. 1 4 *
(M0.J3AC76O. B y  the H on. the Chairman .— But you are now getting 15 per cent. ?— IIow is that ? That is 
not so.

761. B y the machinery and labor expended by the Port Phillip Company ?— And at that time the 
quartz was yielding an ounce to the ton, and now it only yields six or seven pennyweights.

762. That docs not affect you, if you get a per centage upon the gross returns ?— Our per centage is
much less now than it was then. °

763. B y the Hon. S ir  S. W ilso n — Do we understand you that the company crushed quartz on
account of this inducement, that they were before throwing away, and did not care to work ? They need
only crush, I  think it was 300 tons a week, and we made an agreement that if they crushed every thin 
and increased their crushing powers, we would reduce the per centage, and that was done; they need only 
crush quartz at an ounce to the ton before.

764. So that by this arrangement they could take the mine as it came, and there was less waste?—
Y es ; there was no picking.

765. IIow long did this arrangement go on satisfactorily ?— To the present day.
1 6 6 . Have you had applications for reductions since then ?—Y es, and we have made them in every

instance but one.
767. When was that?— In 1873; they applied for a reduction, and we refused to make the 

reduction.
768. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ea r .— Four years ago ?— Four years ago.
769. By the Hon. the Chairman .— Can you tell what it will pay for raising the poorest quartz that

the Port Phillip Company can make pay— they pay you 7^ per cent, just now ?— I  think certainly about 
5 dwts. would pay all parties well.

770. Then all under 5 dwts. must lie underneath the ground ?— No, I  do not say that— 4 dwts.
771. Then all under 4 dwts. must lie under the ground ?— I do not say that.
772 Unless the company lose 7 \  to raise the quartz ?— A t present the company pay us 3 f  per cent, 

upon any yield less than 4 dwts. and 25 per cent, off the 3 f per cent.
7 /3 . Irom  a statement handed in by Mr. Bland, for three years the company were out of pocket, 

while the propi ictoi s received £13,000 dividends ?— Did Mr. Bland tell you that for the first seven years of 
the mine’s existence while we were receiving only 71 per cent, they took out of the mine £130,000 worth 
of gold.

774. Mr. Bland shows us that you have received nearly 50 per cent, of the gross proceeds. The 
company received £260,000, and have spent £100,000 out of that, and the proprietors in royalty alone got 
£145,000 ?— I should require time to check his calculations. I  can only say, generally, that whenever 
Mr. Bland has applied for a reduction of royalty, during the 20 years’ existence of the mine, he has got it, 
except on one occasion in 1873, and he never has grumbled.

7 io.' B y  the H on. S ir  6. W ilson .— W hat did he ask in 1873 ?— A  reduction of from 7t? to 5 and 
we refused it, and I met him afterwards, and he said, “ You made a refusal and I did not expect otherwise,
I did not think we were entitled to it.”

776, How long is it since the last reduction?— The last was made in October 1876. <■
777, B y  the Hon. T . T. d B eck e tt.— Is the Port Phillip Company compelled to work whether they 

like or not?— No, the moment it becomes nou-remunerate they can cease.
778, B y  the Hon. S ir  S. W ilson .— You said something, about the rate being reduced to 3 f  per 

cent. ?— When it is less than 4 dwts.
7 /9 . I  did not understand that, when you said just now it is 7 \  per cent, less one fourth ?— That is 

for quartz over 4 dwts.
780. B y the Hon. the Chairman .— When a mine is not payable, does the proprietor take the 

machinery over at a valuation?— N o; the proprietors have, under the lease, nothing whatever to do with 
the machinery. We never contributed anything whatever to the machinery.

781. B y  the Hon. J. P . B ear .— W hat is the aggregate amount of dividends that the shareholders 
have received from the mine ?— The Port Phillip Company lost the whole of their capital when they came 
to the ground they arc now upon, which is £100,000.



nml , ? efore they came to your land ?— Y es; I  will show yon their repor ̂ -[p rodu cin g  a paper]—
^  that amount C° UrS° firSt tCU year* °Periliioils or thereabouts they recouped themselves the whole

-C erta in ly , ^  F ' T ' Sar9 ood-— ^  J0'1 of opinion that all present leases should he legalized?

784. Whether they be for or against the lessee or lessor, as the case may be?— A s far as I  am
U t e l V ° Xl Wh/ lt  1UlS tra n S p im .I- du rh lS  th e  tw e n ty  y ears th e y  h a v e  h a d  a red uction  w n en ex  ei tn e y  a p p lie d  tor  it , e x c e p t  u p o n  o n e  o c ca s io n .

785. The suggestion has been made that, while the leases should ho registered, yet there should be
a machinery or a tribunal for arbitration to settle disputes, in the event of you, as lessor, feeling that the
loyalty xxas too small, you should be able to go to the court and get it increased; on the other hand, if the
lessee felt the tribute was too heavy, they could get it reduced— very similar to the law in the old country,
especially in Cornwall— how do you think that xvould xvork ?—I do not know ; I  never heard of it before.
. . . . . * -f * , dIon‘ S lr  S - W ilson .— What is your opinion of the Bill now before you ?— I do not 

think it. is xvorkable. J
^ie dd-on- tlle Chairman.— Have you got some documents that you wish to read ?—My 

petition is before the House, and I think it embraces the whole of the facts ; but I assert most emphatically, 
and 1 challenge M i. Bland, or any one else, to deny my assertion that every time a reduction of royalty was 
applied foi it was conceded, except the occasion I refer to in 1873; xve xvere xvilling to meet them at all 
times and have done so.

<88. B y  the Hon. S ir S. If ilson .— Would you consider there was any injustice in breaking up 
existing contracts ? I  think the propriety of interfering with contracts under any circumstances is altogether 
a very serious thing, whether appertaining to private property or anything else.

789. B y the Hon. J . P . B e a r .— Suppose one of the parties to a contract should refuse to apply for a 
ratification of the contract, do you think either the owner or the lessee should apply for it ?— I should 
not consider it fair that one party should act the part of the dog in a manger.

790. Do you think that either party should have the power to go to the Government and have the 
contract ratified'{— I think so, decidedly. It is monstrous to suppose that, if they chose to say they will 
not apply to the Government, all the xvorks, with close upon 500 hands in full xvork and doing well, that 
the whole machinery should stop. I  think, in the event of my not applying, or their not applying, the 
Government should interfere and insist upon one party or the other applying.

791. Is this the only company at xvork upon the land ?— Yes, the only one.
792. B y  the Hon. T. T. a!Bechett.—In the event of both parties not applying, it shoxvs that the thing 

is not worth mining ?— It shows it is not payable.
793. But if either party applies, should the lease be granted subject to the existing agreement ?— Yes.
794. B y  the Hon. S ir  S. W ilson .— Do you approve of the power in the B ill giving the poxver to 

the Minister to grant or refuse a lease ?— Certainly not.
795. B y  the lio n , the Chairman .— If neither party applies for a lease, would you not let a third 

person come in and take a lease ?— How could such a case arise ? It shows that the ground is not produc­
tive—no difficulty arises then—they are both sick of the lease, that is exddent.

796. B y  the H on. J. P . B ea r .— Do you reserve the grazing rights ?— No, they haxre everything 
they desire. We never interfere with them in the slightest degree, and never have, and a complaint has 
never been made. I  challenge Mr. Bland to assert to the contrary, except upon the single occasion I refer 
to in 1873.

797. Practically your agreement with the company is upon a sliding scale?—Yes, according to 
circumstances, and that has been our policy throughout.

798. B y  the Hon. T. T. a?Bechett.— You say the lessees have the power to put an end to the lease 
if they think fit ?— Yes.

799. What becomes then of the machinery and plant ?— It goes to the company, and the owners of 
the fee have no interest in it.

800. But what have the company to do with it then ; they have no ground in working if the lease 
ends ?—About 10 years ago, at their request, we agreed to give them an extension xvith a lease for 21 years
from the expiry of the existing one, so that for 21 years yet that cannot take place.

801. But they can, if they think proper, throxv up the lease at any time ?— They can at any time.
802. Suppose they do so, and say they cannot work at a profit, xvhat becomes of all the plant ?— It 

is the property of the Port Phillip Company.
803. They have got plant upon land that does not belong to them ; they are no longer the lessees ; 

I  suppose they must remove it ?— I fancy so, but my memory is not very vivid upon the lease.
801. B y  the Hon J. P .  B ear.— It does not belong to the freeholder?— No.
805. They have permission to take it away?— Yes.
806. B y  the Hon. T. T. <CBechett— You could give the permission to some other person to work

your mine ?—Y es ; but not with their machinery. x
807 Then what would they do with it ?— Take it to better ground, if they could get better ground.
808. B y  the llun. Sir S. Wilson.— IIoxv xvould the Bill affect your contract ?— A s far as my inter­

pretation of it goes, it renders it almost null and void.
809. The lessee might refuse to apply for a lease ?—Yes, Mr. Bland s statement to us, quite recently, 

was that he wanted no change, and he has never asked for a change, but he has got it
810 B y  the lion  the Chairman.— Is there any evidence that you wish to give to us, any part of the 

Bill you wish to remark upon?— I am not sufficiently acquainted with the legal bearings of the matter
to make suggestions. , . . i • i + .

811 B y  the Hon T. T. a’Bechett.— You came here because you desired to express your views to
the Committee?— I think so, and to give you any information that I could do; I  have nothing to keep 
hack at aT i? there is anything I can inform you upon I shall be most happy. '

8 | 9 ’ y ou desire t0 come here to point out the desirableness of legalizing by the Bill any existing 
, £ L ycs • and I believe my case is the strongest case in point. The lease has been carried on 

for1 twenty years’and not a single murmur or demur, and in no case have they applied for a reduction of
the royalty but they have got it.

William Lane, 
Esq., 

continued, 
13th N ot.  1877.



wuiiami&ne, 813. Do you think the property could have been worked as advantageously by individual miners as
w/̂ nw'd. by a company?—No, never, it was quite impossible ; there were four leads running parallel to each other,

.!3th*Nov. 1S77. cropping up upon the surface. There was no expensive mining there in the first instance; there was 
simply a tunnel there. The first quartz was taken from there. They had not to mine it, the expense was 
then trifling.

814. B y the Hon. S ir  S. Wilson.— If they had had to mine in the ordinary way it would not have
been so advantageous to the miners?— No, it would have had to be abandoned long ago; It was the
singularly fortunate circumstance of the way the quartz lay, and water being close too, and the four 
reefs cropping up.

815. B y  the Hon. T. T. aBechett.— How many acres are there in the lease ?—- One hundred and sixty.
816. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— I think Mr. Bland said they had used 40 acres of it?— They

have a lease of the 160 acres, but they have not worked it all.
817. B y the lion . S ir  S. Wilson.— Is there much of the ground likely to yield well that has to be 

worked ?— We cannot tell as to the difference between the 40 and the 160, never having been tried, but 
as to the depth that the reefs go to no one can determine.

818. Are the prospects pretty good ?— I believe the prospects at the present moment are brighter 
than ever, quite as bright at any rate.

819. Is the yield keeping up?—I think all the combined profits of the two companies within the 
last twelve months is something like £20,000.

820. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— £27,000. £5556 and £21,467?— Y es; that is within the last 
twelve months. Is that Mr. Bland’s evidence ?

821. Y es?—That is for 1876-7.
822. B y  the Hon. R . D . Reid.— Is that clear for the shareholders?—Yes.
823. B y the Hon. S ir S. Wilson.— Dividends ?— Yes, of which the Port Phillip Company have 

received two-thirds. Out of the £21,467, part went to the Port Phillip Company, part to the Clunes 
Company. The London Company does the surface work, and the Clunes Company does the underground 
work. The Clunes Company is an affiliated company to the London Company, and the proportion is 13s. 
in the pound to 7s. in the pound.

824. B y the Hon. J. P . Bear.— With regard to mining upon private property in the future, what is 
your opinion?—My opinion has been all throughout that, a short Bill legalizing existing contracts, and a 
short clause legalising any contracts that may be entered into by the owners of the fee with the miners, 
would suffice ; there should be no interference whatever.

825. Do you think the gold obtained from private land should pay a royalty, in view of the recent 
decision of the Privy Council; a royalty to the Crown ?— W hy should this colony be an exception to the 
other colonics, where no such royalty is paid?

826. Do not you think that a small royalty should be paid to the Crown, now that it has been 
decided that the gold does not pass with the land ?— I believe a miner does not pay a royalty upon Crown 
land.

827. B y  the Hon. S ir S. Wilson.— Would you think that gold taken out of private property 
should be in a different position ?— I certainly think not.

828. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You think there should be no interference at all by the Minister?
— I think not.

829. You think the lease should not issue at all except between the owners and the miners?—No.
830. Then how would you arrange under the labor covenants which are provided for in leases upon 

Crown lands ?— I cannot speak with any confidence as to the law upon the subject.
831. You know that under the Regulations for leases upon the Crown lands, according to the quan­

tity of. ground you hold, there are a certain number of miners that you must keep constantly employed; 
should it not be the same upon private as upon Crown lands ?— I think myself that all those things should 
be under one regulation.

832. You think mining upon private property should be under the same regulations as upon Crown 
lauds ?— I have not given the matter the slightest study. The question you put to me impromptu I  have 
never considered, and therefore I  would not wish to express an opinion.

833. B y  the Hon. R . Simeon.— Have you seen the Regulations attached to the B ill?— I have not 
seen them. I  have not had any experience in mining upon Crown lands.

834. B y the Hon. J. P . B ear.— Do you know of any auriferous lands in the hands of private 
individuals upon "which the owner refuses to make an agreement ?— I do not.

835. B y the Hon. S ir  S. Wilson.— You have not heard of any case in which the owner refused 
to let the miner come in ?—No. I  hold a large quantity of land in Clunes, my private property, said to 
be auriferous, and I have not made any difficulty about leasing.

836. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Have you heard of any eases where the owners made exorbitant 
demands ?—No. I  know I  have been always ready and willing to let them come in and mine, but they 
will not do it.

The wit?iess withdrew.

Frederick George Moule, Esq., examined.

837. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— The Committee will be glad to hear any statement you desire to ,
F‘(Esq'°nie’ make upon the subject before them ?—I may say I  represent five-eighths of the freehold of the land of 

33th Mov. 1877. M r  ̂ L a ji e ’g_

838. You have heard the evidence of Mr. Lane, have you anything different to state? Aot with
regard to the company. - .

839. But in reference to the B ill?— In the Bill there are a few suggestions that I might be 
allowed to make to the Committee. In the first place, with regard to_owners of land mining by themselves, 
there is no provision in the Bill that they shall absolutely have the right to a lease ; the Ministci has t e
option of refusing it. .

840 B y the ITon. S ir S. W ilson.— You  consider that the owner ought to have the option, if ho 
choose to mine, to take the gold ?—Most certainly. I  do not object if the principle is to be conceded



that the gold belongs to the Crown, though I  think that is altogether a myth, that the owner should be 
obliged to take out a lease, but he should certainly have an absolute right to it ; the Minister should have 
110 choice in th e matter.

841. Jh/ the Hon. the Chairman.— You admit, of course, that lie must carry on the labor 
covenants ? — Certainly.

842. B y the lio n . Sir S. Wilson.— You say . you consider the right of the Crown to the gold
a myth. How can you make that statement in the face of the recent decision of the Privy Council ?__
Because I  think it a simple absurdity to put any particular value upon gold more than any other extract 
fiom the giound. Gold often costs moio to take out than it is worth and ought to be no more subject to a 
royalty than a potato ; of course the abstract right is conceded.

843. B y the. Hun. J. P. B ear.— Have you any suggestions to put in writing ?— 1 have had some 
clauses drawn by counsel which 1 hand in.— [ Vide Appendix B .]— I may say that these clauses do not 
interfere with the principle of the Bill at all. They were simply drafted in the first place to protect owners 
mining for themselves, and in the next, place to preserve existing agreements.

844. B y the Hon. 7 . T. o ’Beckett.— What part of the Bill would they come in at ?—Clause 10 of 
the Bill.

845. B y  the IT on. J . P. B ear.—Do those clauses refer entirely to existing contracts ?— They do.
846. What is your opinion as to future mining on private property ?— Conceding the principle that 

the gold docs belong to the Crown, I have no objection at all to the Crown issuing a lease to anybody to 
enter upon mining land for the purpose of taking the gold.

847. Without the consent of the owner ?— Without the consent of the owner, that is conceding the 
correctness of the principle, but I deny that altogether.

848. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you think that the Government should charge a small royalty 
upon all gold raised from private lands ?— I think, to be consistent with their right to the gold, they ought 
to charge a royalty upon all gold from all lands.

849. B y the Hon. S ir S. W ilson.—Do you think the Crown has a greater right to a royalty 
from gold in the private lands than from Crown lands ?—No, certainly not, just the reverse, for this reason, 
that the Crown may have sold this land for 10, 20, or 30 pounds per acre and never have sold the leasehold 
at all. There is another point I  wish to mention. There is no compensation in the Bill for severing 
land. There is very often great loss in severing land, it might cut off the whole of a watercourse from 
the land.

850. Do you consider that the arrangement made for taking land for railway purposes is a better 
arrangement than that in this Bill ?— Yes, a great deal better. The Lands Compensation Statute would 
be exactly applicable to this case.

851. And it would be just to all parties ?—I think so.
852. By the Hon. J. P . B ear.—Would a miner mining upon his own property have a preferential 

claim to a lease ?— Certainly, it is mere robbery if he has not.
853. You said just now that any one might enter to mine under a lease ?— The first point I  want

to point out is, that there is no provision to give the owner absolute priority, which he ought to have. I
have in my mind the Bank of Victoria, who have lately been obliged to become the owners of the Winter’s 
Freehold Company. The value of that property as land is not more than £10,000, but the value of the 
property as a mine is perhaps £30,000. Now, as the Bill stands, any outside person can go and put in an 
app'.ication for a lease of the whole of that mine and get it, notwithstanding the bank may apply, and there 
is no compensation to be paid to the bank for the money expended— which is their money— in sinking 
shafts, making the drives, putting up the machinery, and everything connected with it.

854. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you say the actual value of the land itself does not exceed 
£10,000 ?— Y es, the land value of it.

855. Can you tell us the actual amount of mortgage that the bank had given upon that land ?— Yes,
I  could, but I  do not know that I should be justified in stating.

856. I t  may be very valuable evidence, because there are many cases of the same kind ?—Yes, it

WaS ^ 8 5 7 ^ B y  the Hon. S ir S. Wilson.— Which would be virtually confiscated if this Bill became law ? 
—It would be a b s o l u t e l y  confiscated, because the land, if valued now and sold, would not bring more than
£10,000, so that they would lose £20,000.

858 You consider that the owners should have the option of taking a lease before any other person . 
— Yes the*principle is conceded by the present Bill, but it does not go far enough. One other point that 
I  wish to mention is that the word “ owner ” in the A ct should include the words “ mortgagee entitled to 
possession.” That is a very important thing, because a great many owners of mines are only so nominally 
their interests being fully m ortgaged-for instance, three-eighths of this Port Phillip mine, which belonged 
to Mr. White, were mortgaged to the bank of Van Dieman’s Land, and they are in possession In the eye 
of the law they are not the owners, and could not get a lease under this Bill, but they ought certainly to 
have it A s to the compensation for severance, there is something in line 38, clause 4 of the A ct tv Inch, 
I  believe has misled some members. It says the expense of severing the land, but it does not include 
compensation for severance. It provides for damage done to the surface, but nothing for damage caused
by severing. The expense of severing is simply putting up a fence.

sUo Tin the Won J. P . B ear .— Do you think the powers proposed to be conferred upon the
. . v ‘ p>:n pxcessive ?—I think they are very ill defined.
is 860^ Such as they are, what is your opinion of them ?— I do not approve of them at all, and I think

the Reg “latI ?̂® v o V t T ^  ought to form part of the Bill ?— Most certainly, they ought, or
else they may be altered in a variety of ways. For instance, the Regulations provide that no lease may be

issued for more it does not provide that he shall not hold more than one
,  ' ' {  ,  1 I p t s p s _?__N o : but he could not carry out the labor covenants upon thirty separatelease— he may hold tnm y • ’

leases—-that would ^ m a y ,  under the present Regulations, apply for an extended 
lease ?—-Y es; and he may have several leases consolidated— that often happens.

F. G. Moute, 
Esq., 

continued, 
13th Nov. 187),



F- ô Mouie, 864. JBy the S o n . R . Simson. Have you had any experience of any difficulty experienced by any
ccmtxnued. miners in getting upon lands ?— I have made inquiries of everybody who was likely to tell me, and I  have 

13th Nov. 1S77 not heard of a single instance in which the parties have not come to terms. I  do not think such a thino- 
ever happened.

865. B y  the S o n . J. P . Bear.— What is your opinion of the last clause of the Bill, making it a
misdemeanor to take the gold out of your own land ?— I would rather not give an opinion upon__that_I
might use rather strong language if I  did.

866. B y  the S on . F. T. Sargood.— In what way would you provide a penalty then ?— I would not 
provide a penalty at all. I  do not think a man ought to pay any penalty at all.

867. Although it does not belong to him ?— But no one else claims it.
868. Does not the Crown ?— No, that is one of the principles of the Bill. The Crown does not 

claim the gold.
869. But it claims the right of giving it to some one else ?— Yes, but here no one claims it.
870. B y  the S o n . the Chairman.— The penalty for violating the A ct in your opinion would be that

if he did not apply for a lease, some one else might let them jump the claim ?— Yes.

The witness withdrew.



A P P E N D I C E  S.

APPENDIX A.

[ P apers handed in by It. II. B land , Esq.~\

Suggestions fo r  the fu ture .

Owners of property supposed to be auriferous should be allowed to arrange w ith miners or mining companies the 
terms upon which the same can be worked under regulations issued by the Mining department, so as to insure bona fide  
mining being carried on w ith restrictions as to area and such other conditions as may be deemed necessary.

In the event o f the owners of the land and the applicants to mine being unable to agree as to the terms of payment 
for surface damage or other conditions, the same shall be referred to the Judge of the Court of Mines for the district or 
other tribunal provided for by the A ct, whose decision, with or without assessors, should be final.

Suggestions as to cases o f  existing agreements when bona fide mining lias been carried on fo r  a certain fixed period.

T hese should be legalized and authority given the lessee to continue operations under existing terms, reserving 
power to the lessee to  have the terms of paym ent reviewed and modified where the same are found to be excessive and 
calculated to interfere w ith the proper working of the mine ; and I  would suggest the local judge of the Court of Mines, 
with or without assessors, the proper tribunal.

I  w ill instance the lease under which the Port Phillip Company holds the mine at Clunes. This mine has been 
worked for a period of nearly 21 years, during which time 985,165 tons of quartz has been raised, and the total yield of 
gold, including alluvial, amounted to 420,226 ozs. During the last 14 years the quartz raised by the company was 
762,188 tons w ith an average yield of gold of 6 dwts. 65 grs. per ton.

During the whole of this period the fu ll royalty of 73- per cent, on the gross yield, amounting to one-third of the 
total profits, has been paid the proprietors, with the exception of a recent temporary reduction made for a special purpose.

W hen the mine was taken under lease by the company in 1857 it was assumed that the gold had passed with the 
title  ; now, however, that a recent decision of the P rivy Council has decided that the gold still belongs to the Crown, and 
the V ictorian Government intend exercising their right to it in the interest principally of the mining community, it appears 
to me only reasonable that, i f  ex isting agreem ents are legalized in the interest o f the land owner, that the interest of the 
lessee should also be cared for, and some ready and easy method provided for reviewing the terms of rent or royalty paid 
the owner when such is found to be oppressive.

R. H. BLAND.

ST A T E M E N T  SH O W ING  R O Y A L T Y  P A ID  L A N E  A N D  CO., A N D  D IV ID E N D S P A ID  BY THE PORT
P H IL L IP  A N D  CLUNES COM PANIES.

1857-1858
1859
1860 
1861 
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876

1877

Royaltt. Dividends.

L ane and  Co. P o rt P h illip  C om pany. C lunes C om pany. P ort P h illip  
and C lunes Com panies.

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d.
8,780 13 3 2,580 0 0 2,580 0 0
9.043 14 7 6,627 10 0 2,200 0 0 8,827 10 0
5.135 14 4 6,199 15 0 5,548 0 *0 11,747 15 u
7,178 3 2 4,701 10 0 8,712 0 0 13,413 10 0
6,479 18 4 11,713 10 0 13,167 0 0 24,880 10 0

6,850 4 5 16,589 5 0 6,831 0 0 23,420 5 0

5,227 1 9 11,772 12 6 1,782 0 0 13,554 12 6
6,839 18 7 4,912 10 0 5,148 0 0 10,060 10 O

6,980 0 9 9,606 5 0 6,435 0 0 16,041 5 O

9,755 1 5 14,191 0 0 12,969 0 0 27,160 U 0

8,458 4 3 21,460 0 0 14,751 0 0 36,211 U O

7,712 14 7 12,187 10 0 6,039 0 0 18,226 10 O

4,081 8 5 7,312 10 0 990 0 0 8,302 10 0

5,639 19 0 4,875 0 0 4,391 0 0 9,266 0 0

4,959 14 11 4,875 0 0 1,200 0 0 6,075 0 0

4,293 9 4 ... ... ...
4,316 1 10 ...
3,978 8 6 200 0 0 200 0 0

4,390 3 5 4,875 0 0 ... 4,875 u u

£120,105 14 10 £141,898 17 6 £92,943 0 0 £234,841 17 6

5,536 5 5 Profits for the year 21,467 1 3
Reserves - P .P .  Co. . .. £5,300

£125,642 0 3 Clunes C o.... 1,300 6,600 0 0

Mining.
e

R. H. BLAND.



APPENDIX B.

SU G G E ST IO N S B Y  MR. M OULE.

( To come in after Clause 10.)

o w n v r  m in in g  w ith in  W here the owner of private lands either by him self or his agent has mined in or upon such
tw e lv e  m o n th s before th e lands within a period of twelve months before the passing of this A ct he shall be entitled on application  
1’avS.il1lga«f witiAsix0 to the M inister to a lease of the mines thereunder but if  such lease be not applied for within six  
m o u tln fa fter  passhlg of months after the passing of this A ct the mines under such lands may be applied for by any person 
A ct. under the Act.

J o in tie a se a  m a y  be issu ed . W here agreem ents have been made and entered into before the passing of this A ct by and
between owners of private lands and lessees thereof and by and between such lessees and sub-lessees 
thereof and by and between such owners and tributers and such lessees and tributers and such sub­
lessees and tributers to mine in and upon such lands the respective parties to each and every of such 
agreements of owners lessees sub-iesses and tributers as the case may be in respect of the same piece 
or parcel of land shall be entitled upon application and upon the terms and conditions hereinafter 
provided to have a lease granted and issued in the joint names of each and .every of the respective  
parties to such agreements as aforesaid.

The Governor in Council may upon application made by the owner or lessee or sub-lessee or 
tributer of any piece or parcel of land as aforesaid grant in the name and on behalf of Her M ajesty a 
lease to mine as herein provided in the joint names of the respective parties to any and every of such  
agreements and such lease shall be valid if  executed by any one o f such parties.

I t  shall be the primary duty and obligation of the party to any of such agreements and to such 
lease who at the time of the said application shall be actually engaged in mining in or upon the piece 

covenants of jo in t lea ses . or parcei 0f  ]anci f or w hich such lease shall have been granted to observe and perform all covenants and 
conditions of such lease and which by the terms thereof the non-observance or non-performance of 
which would work a forfeiture and in the event of any default or breach of such covenants or condi- 
ditions by such party then such lease shall not be declared forfeited unless and until each of the other 
parties to the said lease shall have had notice thereof and shall have had a reasonable tim e allowed to 
observe and perform such covenants and conditions.

U pon ap p lication  for jo in t  ' If any one o f the parties to any of such agreements for mining upon private land shall w ithin six  
lea se  land to  be d eem ed  m onths after the passing o f this A ct apply to the M inister for a lease to be issued in the joint names 

of the respective parties to such agreem ents as hereinbefore provided such land from the date of 
such application shall be exem pted from being entered upon by any other person under the provisions 
of th is A ct.

The issuing and acceptance of such lease shall be subject to and not in any w ay injure or 
impair or affect any of such agreements as hereinbefore m entioned or any covenant clause condition or 
term  therein all and every of which shall be as binding and of the same force and effect upon and 
between the respective parties thereto as if  no such lease had been so issued and accepted as afore­
said and as if  such agreements had been made and entered into by and w ith the consent of the Governor 
in Council in the name and behalf o f Her Majesty under the provisions of this A ct.

I f  any of the parties to such joint lease shall have power under his agreement so made as afore­
said to assign or transfer his interest under such agreement to any other person and such party assign 
or purport to assign or transfer the same such assignm ent or transfer shall have no force or  ̂ effect 
unless and until registered in manner provided by the Regulations to be framed under the provisions of 
th is A ct and after such registration as aforesaid the assignees and transferees shall stand in the same 
relation to the other party or parties respectively to the said lease and agreem ent and to the respective 
covenants and conditions therein as the assignor did.

W henever any such agreements shall be determined by effluxion of time or any other contingency  
provided for therein the party and parties who by the term s o f such agreem ents are respectively  
at the time of such determination beneficially interested in the land or in the machinery plant or works 
respectively thereon or therein shall in the event of any other person applying for and obtaining a 
lease to mine upon such land under the provisions of this A ct be entitled to and receive compensation to 
be estim ated as provided by this A ct for the damage he or they may respectively sustain by reason of 
being deprived of such land machinery plant or works or of any of them.

leased  ana exem p ted  
from  bein g entered  upon  
by an y  person.

L ease n ot to  affect or im ­
pair term s and con d ition s  
of a g reem en t.

A ssign m ent o f  in terest  
und er agreem ent and  
lea se  to be registered .

On exp iration  of lea se  if  
lea se  gran ted  to  an y  
person other than  party  
b en efic ia lly  en tit led  to  
m ach in ery &c. com pen sa­
tion to  be paid.

J o in t  leases  granted  and 
how  ex ecu ted .
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ance of con d itions and



RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION BILL.

P E T I T I O N .

O RDERED B Y  TH E L E G ISL A T IV E  COUNCIL TO BE PRIN TED, 4 t h  SEPTEM BER 1877.

In  the matter o f  a B ill intituled “ An A ct to authorize the Construction o f  certain Lines o f  R ailw ay  
' by the State.”

P E T IT IO N  o f  the undersigned against the said B ill, praying to  be heard by Counsel.

T o t h e  H o n o r a b l e  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Co u n c i l  o f  V ic t o r ia  i n  P a r l i a m e n t  A s s e m b l e d  :

T he hum ble P etitio n  o f  th e  Corporation, The M elbourne and H obson’s Bay U nited K ailw ay Company, whose  
com mon seal is affixed h e r eto :

S h e w e t h —

That betw een the years One thousand e ig h t hundred and fifty-tw o and One thousand e igh t hundred and_fifty- 
e ig h t four separate A cts were passed by the Parliam ent o f V ictoria authorizing the construction by com panies incor­
porated by such A cts o f the follow ing railways and works, v i z . :—

1. A  railway from M elbourne to Sandridge and a pier or je tty  in  connection therew ith.
2 . A n exten sion  to Saint K ilda of the last m entioned railway.
3 . A  railway from M elbourne to  H aw thorn and W indsor.
4. A  railway from Saint K ilda to B righton and a pier or je tty  in connection therewith.

T hat sum s o f m oney, am ounting in  the w hole to One m illion  three hundred thousand eigh t hundred and fifty  
■pounds were expended by such com panies in  the construction o f the railways and piers above m entioned.

That in th e  year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five by A cts numbered 269 and 270  of the Parliam ent 
o f Victoria the three first-nam ed undertakings were am algamated and the last-nam ed m erged in the am algam ated  
undertaking by purchase, and th ey  are now the property of your Petitioners, who constitute the Corporation known as
T he M elbourne and H obson’s Bay U nited Railway Company.

That since such am algam ation and purchase large sums o f m oney have been expended by your Petitioners m  
the construction of new works, w hich by the Act Num ber 270 , were authorized or required to  be constructed m aking  
a tota l expenditure upon the railways and piers first above-m entioned o f One m illion four hundred and forty-two  
thousand six  hundred and tw enty-six  pounds nine shillings and fouipence. , , ,

T hat in  order to encourage the construction w ith  private capital o f such R ailw ays and P iers the Shareholders 
in  th e  four Companies first above-m entioned were promised G rants from the Crown for the purposes thereof o f divers 
p ieces o f  land of. great value, and those grants were accordingly m ade, o f which short particulars are set forth m  the

Schedu^herm indei'aW rittcn^ai^ed regerTations hy th e  Crown o f power to enter upon such lands for certain purposes 
therein  set forth, am ong which were the m aking public, ways, canals, or railroads, such reservations being of the same 
character as those which at the tim e o f m aking such grants were usually inserted m  grants of land purchased from the

Crown ^ [ P ^ f t h ^ k n d s m i n t i o n e d  in such grants becam e vested in your P etitioners under the A ct N um ber 270  above- 
m entioned and b y  A ct N um ber 271  such lands, in  consideration of the paym ent o f the sums of m oney and the  
nerfm m ance bv your P etitioners o f the conditions therein prescribed, were thenceforth to be held freed ‘6 from all 
? eserT tio n s ahd exceptions contained in  any Crown grant of any part or parts o f such lands required, or to be 

2  'for m aking public ways, canals, or railroads, and also free from all rights o f ingress, egress, and regress for 
X n u r  oses and from any rights of way subsisting by virtue of any proclamation made by or under the authority  

? S f S r n n r  in  Council or by virtue o f any such reservations or exceptions as aforesaid.
of the Gove ^  nQw din(r before your Honorable House a Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to au thorize the Construction  
it o f  eer ta in  L in es  o f  R a i lw a y  hy the S ta te  f  and, among such lines ofrailway, a railway described as commencing at 

n east side of Swanston street, near its junction with Flinders street, m the city of Melbourne, and 
in the parish of Mulgrave, at the commencement of the railway from Oakleigh to Sale, m the line and

« U p l?nds described in the first Schedule to the said B ill, 
upon the ian g , reference to such Schedule, that it  includes w ithin the lim its o f deviation therein prescribed

tion ot the land vested in your Petitioners, as hereinbefore mentioned, and, under the eighth clause of such
n?°nortions o f the land so included, not exceeding in  w idth one hundred yards, and in addition thereto such

I L i n n  o f  such land as such Board m ight deem  necessary for station purposes, m ight be taken from your
Petitioners and used for the Railway described in such Schedule.



That the traffic on the lines belonging to your Petitioners has of late so much increased as to render it neces­
sary to greatly enlarge the platform accommodation at the Melbourne terminus, which enlargement has been for some 
weeks past in progress, and it is part of the scheme of your Petitioners’ engineer for carrying out such enlargement 
to lay down additional lines of rails on, and utilize for the purposes thereof, the ground belonging to your Petitioners 
cast of Prince’s Bridge, having a frontage of nine hundred and seventy-five feet six inches to Flinders street, the 
whole of which your Petitioners would be deprived of if the Bill now before your Honorable House were to pass in 
its present form, and the line to Oakleigh thereby authorized to be constructed were to follow the course described in 
the First Schedule thereto.

That although the said Bill purports to make provision for compensating persons for the loss of land compul­
sorily taken for the purposes of the railways mentioned therein, it would be impossible to fully ascertain the extent of 
the damage immediate and prospective which your Petitioners would sustain by being deprived of the land above- 
mentioned, and which is now used and will in the future be required to be used to a greatly increased extent for the 
purposes of your Petitioners’ undertaking, on the security of which undertaking your Petitioners have, under the 
authority of tlicir Act of Incorporation, borrowed the sum of Four hundred and sixty-five thousand three hundred 
pounds upon debentures of One hundred pounds each, which are transferable by delivery.

That your Petitioners submit that the provisions of “ The Lands Compensation Statute 1869, ” under which, 
by the seventh clause of the said Bill, compensation is to be awarded for lands compulsorily taken, are totally 
inapplicable to the present case, in which it is proposed to deprive your Petitioners of a portion of their Bailway in 
order that it may be converted into another Railway over which they would have no control, and which could not be 
used without serious detriment to your Petitioners, and which could be used as a Railway competing with that 
belonging to your Petitioners for the purposes of which the land proposed to be taken from your Petitioners and to 
be used for such other Railway, -was granted by the Crown.

That the security and interests of the Mortgagees of your Petitioners’ undertaking null be seriously prejudiced 
if the said seventh clause be passed into law in its present shape, and confidence in such undertaking will be destroyed.

That if the said Bill be passed into law, your Petitioners respectfully submit that a clause should be inserted, 
enacting that the Board of Land and Works shall not enter upon or take any lands belonging to your Petitioners 
without their consent, given under their common seal, first had and obtained, and also providing that any moneys 
which may be received as a consideration for such consent, shall be applied only in the same manner as the capital of 
The Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay United Railway Company.

That your Petitioners regard the said Crown Grants and Acts of Parliament before referred to as a Charter 
containing their rights and privileges, and upon the faith of which large sums of money have been from time to time 
invested, borrowed, and expended, and that so long as the conditions contained in the said Crown Grants are performed 
by your Petitioners, the taking away, as contemplated by the Bill now before your Honorable House, of any portion 
of land so vested in your Petitioners will be a violation of their rights and contrary to all precedent and to that high 
and scrupulous regard for vested interests which has always characterised the legislation of those countries forming 
portions of the British dominions.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that the said seventh clause may not be allowed to pass into law 
as it now stands, and that your Petitioners may be heard at the bar of your Honorable House, by 
their counsel, against so much of the said Bill as affects the interests of your Petitioners, and that 
they may have such other and further relief in the premises as to your Honorable House shall 
seem meet.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.

SCHEDULE.

D a te  of G rant. To w h o m  G ranted.

4th June 1855

30th November 1859 ... 

16th January 1863

j The Melbourne and Hobson’s  ̂
\ Bay Railway Company

D itto

r
i

~<

The Melbourne Railway Company j

W h ere  Land situ a ted .

Parish of North Melbourne, town of 
Melbourne 

Parish of South Melbourne 
Parish of South Melbourne, at Sand- 

ridge
Parish of South Melbourne, munici­

pality of Emerald H ill...
Ditto ...
Ditto ...
Ditto ...
Parish of Jika Jika 
Ditto ...

A . R . p .

9 2 35
2 0 1 9

24 2 15

5 3 3
10 2 27
18 3 30
9 2 19

28 2 21
15 3 7

The Common Seal of the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay United Railway Company was hereunto affixed by order 
of the Directors, in the presence of—

THOS. T. a’BECKETT,
Chairman.

( c o m m o n  S E A L .)  THOMAS FINLAYSON,
Secretary.



D R A IN A G E  OF M INES BILL.

P E T I T I O N .

ORDERED BY T H E  L E G ISL A T IV E  COUNCIL TO BE PRINTED, 2 7 t h  NOVEM BER 1877.

To the Honorable the P resident and Members of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Victoria
in Parliament assembled.

The Petition of the Mining Board for the Mining District of Ballarat :

H umbly sheweth :
That the Bill now before Parliament, entitled “ An Act to amend the Laws relating to the Drainage^ of Mines,” 

requires amendment, and your Petitioners humbly submit the following suggestions for the favorable consideration of 
your Honorable House :—

That Clause 1 'provides, that the Act shall be read with and construed as part of the Mining Statute I8 6 0 . clause 1. 
That the interpretation of the word “ mine” and the words “ owner of any mine,” in Clause 2, appears to Clause2> 

extend the provisions of the Bill to private property : your Petitioners would respectfully point out that such inter­
pretation appears to be repugnant to the interpretations given in Section 3 of the Mining Statute 1865, which refeis
to Crown lands only. ■ r 1 •

That owners of mines will be liable to pay drainage expenses the moment they take possession ot such mines, clause s. 
and before the surface has been broken, without regard to the depth of the water level from the surface, which does 
not appear to your Petitioners to be either equitable or fair, and which would have a direct influence in preventing 
the occupation of mining lands for mining purposes in the neighbourhood of a drainage company, and might prove 
most disastrous to struggling companies now in existence who cannot, under any circumstances, expect to receive any 
return from their mines until after, and in some cases long after, they have reached the water level, more especially m 
the case of alluvial mines ; your Petitioners are therefore of opinion, that no owner of a mine should be made liable 
to pay any portion of the expense of drainage until after the works in such mine have reached the water level.

That under the Mining Statute 1865 application may be made for an injunction to restrain parties from 
working their mine pending the settlement of disputes, which, if obtained, would in many cases ruin the parties 
againstVhom such injunctions are granted ; provision should therefore be made making it impossible for injunctions
to be eranted in cases of drainage disputes. • . .. . , . r . .

That special provision should be made in the Bill so as to insure that assessors shall be selected from mining

eipert That ihtead of an appeal from the warden to the Judge of the Court of Mines, which would as a rule involve
the litigants in ereat expense and loss of time, power should be given to the warden to state a special case to the Chief 
Tridjrp of the Court of Mines for his opinion, and such opinion should be binding on all parties interested in the suit.

That the interest on the value of machinery and plant should be specified in Sub-Section A, Clause 4, and Clause 4 ŝub

shouId^ a t  th ?  satd1Bm ^sllent Tsto the ̂ on ey  value of the water drained, either to the owner of the machinery 
lnat t owners of other mines who may desire to purchase it. Provision should

b^mfdemin the Bin by which the money value of so much of the water drained as may be used1 by the owner of the 
, ^ 1 1  which drains it may be estimated, and the sum so estimated, together with such other sums as may be 

machinery " lch t' , h J la3  water should be placed to credit as a set-off to the cost of such drainage.
obtained f r o m  the sale ot the surplus ^  ^  earnestfy pray that your Honorable House will be pleased to give the
foregoJgsLgestions favorable consideration; and if, in its wisdom, the House shall see fit to approve of them, that
the Bill referred to may be amended accordingly.

And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
An y WM. L. JONES,

Chairman for and on behalf of Ballarat Mining Board.

Mining Board Office,
Ballarat, 26th November, 1877.
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