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SESSION

I.

1869-1860.

FIRST DAY-THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1859.
The Second Victorian Parliament met at noon
on Thursday, October 13, 1859, for the first time,
pursuant to the terms of the proclamation of His
Excellency the Governor.

September, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine, and in the
twenty-third year of Her Majesty's reign.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The President took the chair at 12 o'clock,
the following members being present :-Messrs.
Strachan, Roope, Miller, Donald Kennedy,
Clarke, Fraser, S. G. Henty, James Henty,
Wilkie, Bennett, Power, Hodgson, Vaughan,
Coppin, and Fawkner.
The PRESIDENT called upon the Clerk of
the Council to read the following proclamation:-

"God save the Queen."
A pause of some minutes having occurred
Mr. FA WKNER rose and said that the House
had been called together at a ·certain hour, and
had responded to that call. They had, however
been kept waiting for some time, and he wished
to know whether there was any business before
them; because, if not, he should move for an
adjournment.
The PRESIDENT stated that the House had
not yet been opened. The Commissioners were
expected to arnve ID a few minutes.
Mr. FA WKNER thought it was very unseemly that the House should be convened at a
certain hour, and be kept waiting.
Mr. MILLER said that he believed it was
competent for oue or two Commissioners to act.
There were two Commissioners in attendance
and it remained for the House to say whethe;
they would consent to sJl.Qb a course being
adopted.
.
The PRESIDENT stated that there were two
Commissioners in attendance, but they were
wa~ting for Mr. Justice Barry, who had not
arnved.
Their Honours the Commissioners here entered
the Council Chamber, the members rising to receive them.
The Chief Justice Sir William Stawell and Mr.
Justice Barry took theirseats on the right of the
President, a.nd Mr. J ustlCe Pohlman on the left.
The CHIEF JUSTICE desired the Usher to
request the attendance of the members of the
Legislative Assembly below the Bar, to hear the
commission of His Excellency read.
The Usher having retired, in a few minutes
the m'3mbers of the Legislative Assembly entered
the Council Chamber, and took their seats
below the Bar.
The CHIEF JUSTICE then said. -Hon. gentlemea of the Legislative Council and gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, iiisExcellency
the Governor, not thinking fit to be present
this day, has been pleased to cause letters
patent to issue under the seal of the colony~

(L.S.)

" HENRY BARKLY.

" By His Excellency's Command,
" JOHN O'SHANASSY.

" PROCLAMATION

"By His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, Knight
Commander of the Most Honourable Order of
the Bath, Captain-General and Governor-in
Chief of the Colony of Victoria, and ViceAdmiral of the same, &c.
"Whereas by the Constitution Act it was
amongst other things enacted, that it should be
lawful for the Governor to fix such places within
Victoria, and (subject to the limitation in the
said Act contained) such times, for holding the
first and every other session of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly of Victoria, and
to vary and alter the ~ame respectively as he
may think fit; and whereas it is expedient to fix
the time for holding the next session of the
said Legislative CouncIl and Legislative Assembly
now called ' The Parliament of Victoria.'
Now therefore I, Sir Henry Barkly, the Governor
of Victoria, do hereby, in pursuance of the
power and authority in me vested as aforesaid,
appoint and proclaim that the first Session of
the Second Parliament of Victoria shall commence and be holden for the despatch of business
on Thursday, the thirteenth day of the month
of October now next ensuing, at twelve of the
clock at noon, in the Parliament Houses, situate
in Parliament-place, Spring-street, in the city of
Melbourne: And the Members of the said Lcgislative Council and Legislative Assembly respectively are hereby required to give their attendance at the said time and place accordingly.
"Given under my Hand and the Seal of the
Colony, at Melbourne, this twenty-sixth day of
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constituting us his Commissioners, and enabling
us to open this Parliament. This will more fully
appear from the letters-patent, which will now
be read.
The Clerk of the Council then read the Letters
Patent, as follows :"Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith, and so
forth.
H To all to whom these presents shall come,
" Greeting," Whereas by Proclamation made on the t wentysixth day of September past, by His Excellency
Sir Henry Barkly, Knight Commander of the
Bath, Governor of Our Colony of Victoria, ~he
said Sir Henry Barkly did fix that the next SeSSIOn
of the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of Our said Colony, called 'The Parliament of Victoria: should commence and be
holden on this day, at twelve o'clock at noon, in
the Parliament Houses, situate in Parliamentplace, Spring-street, in the City of Melbourne:
And forasmuch as for certain causes the
said Sir Henry Barkly cannot conveniently
be p!esent in person in the said Parliament at that time: Now know ye
that we, trusting in the discretion, fidelity, and
care of our trusty and well-beloved Sir William
Foster Stawell, Knight, Our Chief Justice of Our
Supreme Court of Victoria, and Redmond Barry.
Robert Molesworth, and Robert Williams Pohlman, Our other Justices of Our said Court, do by
the advice of Our Executive Council, give and
grant by the tenor of these presents unto the
said Sir William Foster Stawell, Redmond Barry,
Robert Molesworth, and Robert Williams Pohlman, or any of them, full power in Our name to
begin and hold Our said Parliament, and to do
everything which for and by us, or the said Sir
Henry Barkly, shall be there to be done; commanding also by the tenor of these p'resents, with
the consent of Our said CounCIl, all whom
it may concern to meet Our said Parliament,
that to the said Sir WilIiam Foster 8tawell,
Rellmond Barry, Robert Molesworth, and Robert
Williams Pohlman, or any of them, they diliently attend in the premIses and form aforesaid.
n testimony whereof we have caused the Seal of
Our said Colony to be hereunto affixed.
"Witness Our trusty and well-beloved Sir
Henry Barkly, Knight Commander of the most
Honourable Order of the Bath, Captain-General
and Governor-in-Chief of Our Colony of Victoria,
and Vice-Admiral of thE' same, at Melbourne, in
Our said Colony, thIS thirteenth day of October,
in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty~nine, and in the twenty-third year
of our reign.

f

(L.S.)

" HENRY BARKLY.

" By His Excellency'toi Command,
" JOHN O'SHANASSY.

"Entered on Record in Register of Patents,
Book 10, page
, this thirteenth day of October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine.
"JOHN O'SHANASSY."

The CHIEF JUSTICE then said,Gentlemen of the LegISlative Council, and
gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, we have
it in command from His Excellency to let you
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know that on Tuesday next, the 18th, at 12
0" clock, His Excellency will declare to you in
person in this chamber, the causes of his ca.lling
this Parliament to{!ether.
Gentlemen of -'the Legislative Assembly, it
being necessary before you proceed to the despatch of business that you first choose a Speaker,
His Excellency requests that you, in your respective chamber, will be pleased to proceed to
choose a proper person to fill that office.
Their Honours the Commissioners then left
the Council, and the members of the Assembly
having bowed to the House, also retired.
The President then read the usual form of
prayer.
NEW MEMBERS.

The PRESIDENT stated that writs had been
received by him, by which it appeared that the
Hon. Neil Black had been returned as a member,
the Hon. W. H. F. Mitchell, and the Hon.
George Ward Cole. The President then said,-· I
hold a commission by which I am empowered to
swear-in hon. members, and if they will please to
come forward, I will swear them in.
THE WESTERN PROVINCE.

Mr. NEIL BLACK was then introduced by
Mr. Power and Mr. James H~nty, and having
taken the usual oaths, as member for the Western
Provmce, sat down on the Ministerial side of the
House.
THE CENTRAL PROVINCE.

Captain COLE, on being introduced by Mr.
Hodgson and Mr. S. G. Henty, took the usual
oaths, as member for the Central Province, and
sat down on the Opposition benches.
ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. MILLER.- With the permission of hon.
members, I move that this House, at its rising,
do adjourn until Tuesday next, at 12 o'clock.
The motion was put and carried; and the House
adjourned at 20 minutes to 1 o'clock.

----

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The members of the Legislative A!ilsembly met
at noon, and were shortly afterwards summoned
to the Legislative Council.
Having returned to their Chamber.
Mr. Barker the Clerk, read His Excellency's
proclamation 'summoning the Parliament-the
members standing in their places.
His Honour Mr. Justice Barry then entered the
House, preceded by the Serjeant-at Arms, and
, took his seat in the Speaker's chair.
..
The oath of allegiance was then adnuDlstered
to the members present, the Clerk reading the
writs, and the returns thereto; the gentlemen
named advanced to the table, and were sworn in
groups of four, in the following order:West Melbourne
Robert Caldwell.
Thomas Loader.
John Sinclair.
North Melbourne
Geor~e Elliott Barton.
James M'Culloch.
East Melbourne
Alexander Hunter.
Rht. Stirling Anderson.
Emerald Hill
William Nicholson.
Sandridge
Geo. Frederic Yerdon.
Williamstown
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Charles J ardine Don.
John J ohnson, Gipps Land.
Thomas Embling.
Butler Cole Aspinall, Castlemaine.
Chas. Hotson Ebden.
Alexander Thomson, Geelong.
John Houston, Crowlands.
Alfred Woolley.
Archibald Michie.
Robert Tarver Firebrace, Wimmera.
James Stewart JohnJames Goodall ~'rancis, Richmond.
ston.
George M.ilner Stephen, CoIIingwood.
Mornington
WiIliam LyaII.
Hibbert Newton, South Bourke.
Louis Law'rence Smith.
WiIliam Frazer, Creswick.
South Bourke
Evelyn ...
John Charles King.
John Cathie, BalIarat.
East Bourke
James Ma::kintosh.
John Basson Humffray, BalIarat.
Robert Bennett.
The members present took their seats as indi... Angus M'MiIIan.
South Gipps Land
cated below;East Bourke Boroughs . Richard Heales.
GOVERNMENT SIDE.
West Bourke
:\lark Last King.
Mr. O'Shanassy
Mr. Harker
Henry Amsinck.
. Horne
Phelan
Patrick Phelan.
The
Hon.
John
Ireland
Myles.
Kilmore ...
Dr. Evans
O'Shanassy.
Below the Gangway.
Kyneton Boroughs
WilliamHenry Hadley.
Mr. Bennett
Mr. Grant
Dalhousie
Peter Snodgrass.
M'MilIan
Carfenter
Rodney· ...
John Everard.
David Reid.
Hadley
Wil ie
Murray...
...
. M h
Prendergast
Duffy
Murray Boroughs
F ranClS
urp y.
Macadam
RusseIl
Maryborough ...
Michael Prentlergast.
Smith
Hood
Richard Davies IreHoward
Mackintosh.
land.
John Macadam.
Henderson
Castlemaine
OPPOSITION.
Vincent Pyke.
John Thomas Smith.
Mr. M'CulIoch
Mr. J. C. King
Creswick
W. Nicholson
Snodgrass
George Harker.
Maldon ...
Robert Frederick
Verdon
Wood
Sandhurst
Howard.
Embling
Lalor
John Henderson.
Ebde~
Mollison
Michie
M'Leod
Avoca
George Samuel Evans.
J ohnston
M. L. King.
James ~l'Pherson
Grant.
Below the Gangway.
George Brodie.
Mr. Hunter
lVlr. Brooke
Mandurang
Thomas Carpenter.
Anderson
Service
John Dennistoun
Don
Carr
Ovens
Henty
Wood.
Woolley
Alexander Keefer.
Lyall
Bailey
J ames Cowie.
L. L. Smith
Serjeant
Geelong East
James Harrison.
Heales
Lock
Geelong West
John Henry Brooke.
Amsinck
Gillespie
Everard
Woods
Ripon and Hampden '" J ames Service.
Reid
M'Lelland
South Grant ...
... James Gattie Carr.
John Myles.
Pvke
O'Hea
Peter Lalor.
Brodie
Caldwell
Keefer
Loader
Polwarth and South
Grenville
.,.
... J oseph Wilkie.
Cowie
SincId.ir
Harrison
Barton.
Villiers and Heytesbury Charles Gavan DuffY.
Alexander RnsseIl.
His Honour Mr. Justice Barry then retired.
Belfast '"
John Hood.
Mr. HORNE moved--" That Mr. Fraucis
Warrnambool
George Samuel WegE! Murphy do take the chair, as Speaker!'
Horne.
Mr. M'CULLOCH seconded.
Dundas ...
William Thomas MolThere being no opposition,
lison.
Mr. MURPHY said,-I can only express my
Normanby
Edward Henty.
deep sense of the honour which has been conferred
Portland
John Norman M'Leod. upon me in electing me to the chair by a unaniBallarat West
John Robinson Bailey. mous vote of the House; for I am conscious that
Robert Malachy Ser- during the performance of my duties as Speaker
jeant.
of the Assembly my imperfections have been
Grenville
Richard Henry Lock.
manifold (CC No, no"), my errors numerous, and
Robert Gillespie.
my information deficient. {" No, no."} If,
Crowlands
John Woods.
therefore. the House is willing to accord me any
Ararat '"
William M'Lellan.
measure of approbation, I can only attribute it to
William J oseph O'Hea. the belief which they entertain that I have acted
The following gentlemen, summoned by the throughout to the best of my judgment, and with
Cle:k as having been elected for the Districts , a desire to be strictly impartial to all parties.
agamst which their respective names appear, (Hear.) If such a belief exists, and I presume I
may now say that it does, I have reason to be
were not in attendance to take the oaths ;Brighton
Richmond
St. Kilda

I
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proud of the honourable position in which I am
placed. Never upon any occasion have I been
actuated by any other motive, and I trust I never
may be, than a desire to do my duty towards the
representatives of this country, and to act
impartially towards the members on both
sides of the House. To do this, I must
pray for the generous forbearance and consideration of honourable members, as well
as for the earnest support of this House, without
which it is impossIble for the Speaker to carry
through the duties of his office in a satisfactory
manner; for it does not accord with the
decorum of his position, nor with the dignity of
the House, that the Speaker should be dragged
into a personal conflIct in discussions between
hon. members. That support, therefore, I may
justly claim- a support which should be duly
accorded from all parts of the House. I have
again to express my thanks for the honourable
position in which you have plactld me ; and I now
submit myself to the will of the House.
Mr. MURPHY tilen took his seat. After which
hesaid.-It is customary upon this occasion, and a
sense of duty compels me, to notice the efficiency of the clerks, librarians, and other
officers of this House. The knowledge which I
possess of the manner in which the business of
the House has been conducted, enables me to
say how much we are indebted to them. I can

P::;ESSIO~
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bear witness to the efficiency with which their
duties have been performed.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-Mr. Speaker, it affords
me considerable pleasure to be able to congratulate you upon your election a second time to the
high and distinguished position of Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly. I need not offer any observations, further than that the unanimous
expression of approval from gentlemen of all
shades of opinion in conferring upon you that
office, is the highest tribute which can be paid to
you by this House.
Mr. EB';)EN.-Mr. Speaker, I have also
great satisfaction in congratulatin~ you upon the
high position you occupy as Speaker of the Assembly; and while I congratulate you, I may
state my pleasing conviction that you will, in that
position, command the entire support of the
House.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-By the command of His
Excellency, I beg to inform the members of the
House that he wiU be happy to see the newlyelected Speaker of the Assembly at noon tomorrow. In order, therefore, to enable the
House to perform that function, I will now move
that the House do adjourn at its rising until tomorrow.
The question was then put and carried, and the
House adjourned until the following day, at 12
o'clock.

•

SECOND DAY-FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1859.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at a few minutes
past 12 o'clock, there being then prese'lt-Messrs.
Henty, Amsihck, L. L. Smith, M'Lellan,
Macadam, Don, Bennett, Loader, Hunter,
Everard, M'Leod, M'Culloch, Verdon, Woods,
Bailey, Nicholson, Ebden, Lalor, Prende.gast,
and Russell.
The SPEAKER Rtated that he was about to
proceed to the Government House, to present
himself to His Excellency the Governor as
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, and should
be glad of the company of hon. members.
The Speaker, preceded by the Serjeant-at·
Arms bearing the mace, and accompanied by
Messrs. M'Culloch and Ebden, and about 15
other members, then left the Assembly. Upon his
arrival at the Government House, the Speaker
was received by His Excellency the Governor,
Captain Bancroft, the members of the Executive,
and several hon. members who had not accompanied him from the Legislative Assembly.
The Speaker r<lturned to the Legislative
Assembly at 20 minutes to 1 o'clock, the members
rising to receive him.
The SPEAKER then stated that, in pursuance
of the statement he had previously made to that

hon. House, he had proceeded to the Government
House, and had presented himself to HIS Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, as Speaker of the Legis·
lativeAssembly. His Excellency hod received hIm
very graciously, and ha.d given him the following
reply:"Mr. Speaker,-I am exceedingly happy to find
that the House has made choice of a gentlema~
of your knowled~e and experience in Parliamentary business, and I entertain no doubt of your
discharging your duties with advantage to the
public and credit to yourself.
" Her Majesty's approval of the manner in which
you have already filled the same high and important office will, I have reason to anticipate,
be testified before long by a special mark of Royal
favour.
HENRY BARKLY.
" (Signed)
" Government Offices, October 14."
Mr. EBDEN said that, in the absence of the
members of the Government, he would, by permIssion of the House, move an adjournment
until the following Tuesday, at a quarter to 12
o'clock.
The SPEAKER put the motion, which was
carried, and the House adjourned accordingly at
10 minutes to 1 o'clock.
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'rHIRD DAY-'IUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, ISe9.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
On Tuesday the first session of the reformed
Victorian Parliament was formally opened by His
Excellency SIr Henry Barkly. Owing to the expectation that, in addition to the ceremonials
observed upon similar occasions, an animated
debate would take place, the crowd in the vicinity
of the Parliament Houses was unusually large,
and as each of the newly-elected members arrived at the entrance to the building, and thrust
his way inside, inquiries were anxiously made
on all sides as to who he was. Twelve o'clock
noon having been fixed for the arrival of His
Excellency, about a quarter before that hour a
guard of honour, composed of a captain, two subalterns, four sergeants, and 80 rank and file of the
40th Regiment, together with the band, took up
its position within the precincts of the Parliament Houses. At 12 o'clock a salute was fired by
8 detachment of the Royal Victoria Volunteer
Artillery Regiment, and announced the departure of His Excellency from Government House.
A few minutes later Sir Henry Barkly, escorted
by a troop of the Royal Victoria Yeomanry, arri fed at the Parliament Houses, and the band
immediately struck up "God Save the Queen."
The interior of the Legislative Council Chamber was unusually crowded on this occasion,
there having been 800 tickets of admission issued
to the various parts of the House. The fineness
of the day had induced the ladies who were present to make their appearance in the latest summer costumes, and the brilliancy of the colours
of their dIesses formed a striking and pleasing
contrast with the white and gold that predominated in the adornment of the Chamber. The
seats at the lower end of the Chamber, on the floor,
were occupied by the wives and daughters of the
members; and immediately behind the legislators
themselves were seated the foreign Consuls,
nearly all of whom were dressed in plain costume.
By 12 o'clock, most of the members were assembled in the Chamber; their Honours the
Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Barry, moreover, occupying seats in the body of the
Chamber, immediately to the right of
the President.
The hone the President
having read the usual form ef prayer, a few
minutes past noon Lieutenant-Colonel Farquharson, the Usher of the Council, announced the
arrival of his Excellency. Almost immediately
afterwards Sir Henry Barkly entered the Chamber, accompanied by Major-General Macarthur,
Captain Seymour, R.N., Lieutenant-Colonel Pitt,
Captain White, Captam Bancroft, Captain
Timins, and other officers.
His Excellency having desired the members,
who had all risen on his entrance, to resume
their seats, the Usher was directed to request the
attendance of the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly.
In accordance with the request of His Excellency, the Speaker soon after entered the House,
and took his station at the bar, accompanied by
a large number of the members of the Assembly.
Dr. l\1nrphy was dre8sed in his new costume-a

richly-ornamented robe, similar to that worn by
the Speaker I)f the House of Commons. Upon
the members of the Assembly making their appearance,
His EXCELLENCY read the following
Speech, the membexs of both Houses remaining
standing in their places whilst he delivered it:"Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen
of the Legislative Council" Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative Assemblyc: I have called you together for the dlilspatch
of business at as early a period after the completion of the elections as is consistent with due
notice to the members of the two Houses.
Elected upon the enlarged basis of universal
suffrage and more equal distribution of representatIOn, I trust that the present will be found
better fitted than the former Parliament to deal
with the several important questions which will
await its decision, and that the increased number
of members of the Assembly will materially
facilitate the despatch of business.
"The necessity for carrying through Parliament the amendments of the constitution of the
Assembly, of which the recent election is the
result, has caused the postponement of several
important measures which could not have been
advantageously considered or successfully disposed of by the former Parliament. These measures will be immediately introduced, and I submit them with confidence to your consideration.
Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly"The Estimates for the ensuing year will be
immediately laid before you. Notwithstanding
the continued increase of our population and
wealth, and the introduction of some entirely
new branches of expenditure, the cost of our
public establishments has not been increased,
and it affords me the highest satisfaction to be
able to inform you that the financial condition of
the country is most prosperous. The principle
kept in view in framing the Estimates is the
appropriation of a very large proportion of our
income to the construction of roads and other·
pressing public improvements. Economy in the
several public departments of the Government
has not been lost sight of, but I trust you
will find that this has in no case been carried to
an extent to weaken their efficiency.
H Honourable Gentlemen of
the Legislative
Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly:" Among the measures to which I have alluded
as having been by common consent postponed
for the new Parliament, that for the settlement
of the Land question ranks first in importance.
A Bill has been prepared, and will shortly be laid
before you, to regulat~ the sale and disposal of
the waste lands of the Crown. It contains provisions to facilitate the occupation of land by
actual cultivators, and to confer upon them the
privilege of local self-government; and these
provisions are so constructed as to be capable of
indefinite extension as population and the demand
for land increase. Closely connected with the
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settlement of the land is a measure for facilitating ing water for the benefit of the great seats of
its transfer. Such a measure, based upon one population in the interior, especially the g(jldrecently introduced into the Imperial Parlia- fields. Its reuort will also be laid before you,
ment, will consequently be submitted to your and I have no doubt that you will adopt such
measures for the attainment of these important
consideration at an early period.
" Measures have been prepared to amend our objects as to your wisdom may appear most exgold-fields legislation, and to legalise mining on pedient.
private property, with due. protection to the
" I am happy to inform you that the railway
rights of the owner of the soIl. A Bill will also works on both the great trunk lines have, during
be submitted to you for the thorough revision of the recess, been prosecuted with vigour, and I
the insolvent law. In these and other measllres, have no reason to doubt that the whole will be
one principle kept steadily in view is that of completed within the time specified in the conlocalising administ.ration; and in all cases where tracts. Upon the completion of the extensive
there has been previous legislation, besides the works at Sunbury and J ackson's Creek, now in
necessary amendment of the law, the existing an advanced state of forwardness, a further
enactments will be consolidated into one Act. portion of the northern line will be opened
These principles will be found to be carried out for traffic. The subject of the deviation,
in the Bills to consolidate and amend the Acts to enable the line to embrace the imrelating to Justices of the Peace, the Acts portant and growing agricultural town of
relating to the maintenance and management of Kyneton, will demand your earnept consideration.
roads, the laws of the Cust0ms, the Distillation The negotiations between the Government and
Acts, the Licensin~ Acts, and others which I the directors of the Melbourne and Geelong
Railway Company have been brought to a satisneed not here enumerate.
" The subject of the defences of the ports and factory termination, and all that remains is to
harbours will demand your early and serious at- ascertain the amount of liabilities which will r8tention. Immediately upon the reCEipt of the quire to be provided for under the resolutions of
intelligence that a fresh European war had the late Assembly. The task of examining the
broken out, measures were adopted for organising accounts has been assigned to the CommlsslOners
volunteer corps in the several muniCipalities of the Audit Board, on receiving whose report a
situated near our seaboard. I 80180 issued a Bill for the purpose of ratif)ing the purchase of
fresh commission to the military and naval the line, on the terms agreed upon, will be laid
members of the former Defence Commission, before you. It will not be necessary to ask the
who have made several reports which will be laid Assembly for any vote of money, but merely for
before you without delay. Notwithstanding that legislative authority to charge the cost of the
the war, which gave rise to these mcasures, has Geelong line upon the railway loan.
terminated, I have no doubt that you will come to
" Telegraphic communication has been consithe conclusion that our defences ought not on derably extended within the territory during the
that account to be neglected, and that you will present year, and provision will be made in the
adopt such measures as may be deemed most Estimates for its further extension. The eleeexpedient for securing our coasts from hostile tric cable has been succ~ssfully laid between the
attack. In accordance with one of the recom- coasts of Victoria and Tasmania, completing the
mendations of the Commission, a Bill for the communication hetween the Australian and Tasorganisation of a militia will be laid before you. manian capitals. Proposals have been also made
The recent arrival of H.M.S. Pelorus, under the to this Government on behalf of an English assocommand of an able and zealous officer, in the ciation for completing the line of communication
Port of Melbourne, completes the naval arma- with Europe, but as the arrival of the
ment destined by the Imperial Government for gentleman intrusted with power to negothe defence of the Australian coasts.
tiate was coincident with the receipt of the
" Soon after the close of the last session of intelligence of war, which threatened to entail
Parliament, I issued a commission nominating on us considerable expense, my advisers did not
several gentlemen of high character to inquire think themselves justified in making a:JY definite
into the state of the Civil Service, with a view to engagement or pledge on the subject, especially
securing the efficiency and economy of every de- as the meeting of Parliament was at hand. I
partment thereof. During the last five months need not e~pl!.tiate on the vast importance of
that Commission has sedulously prosecuted its securing telegraphic commullication with the
investigations, and has collected a great body of mother-country. It 18 enough for me to recomvaluable evidence. Some of the members have mend the subject most earnestly to your conalso visited the gold-fields, for the purpose of ob- sideration.
taming accurate information from persons best
" Under the provisions of the Gold-fields Act,
able to furnish it. I have not yet received their regulations have been framed, and are now in
report, but I am assured that it will not be long force, in four of the mining districts, for the
delayed, and it will, as soon as it reaches my hands, leasing of auriferous lands. These regulations
be laid before both Houses of Parliament. I re- have been designed to facilitate the co-operation
commend the whole subject to your earnest de- of capital and labour in developing our mineral
liberation, and I have no doubt that the labours of resources, on terms mutually advantageous to
the Commission will materially aId you in placing the capitalist and the labourer, with due regard
the whole Civil Service III a state of permanent to the mterests of the individual miner.
"The Electoral Act of last seSSlOn has been
efficiency.
H A Commission has also been appointed by
so far successful as to have resulted in placing
me, consisting of a number of scientific gentle- upon the rolls of the several districts nearly the
men, for inquiring into the best means of supply- whole of the adult male population. But this
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has been effected at a very great expense to the
country. I recommend you to consider whether
it be not possible io effect the object at a less
annual charge upon the general revenue, and
obtain a permanent system of registration without so much inconvenience to the voters.
" The question of establishing a branch of the
Royal Mint in Victoria, has of late engaged
public attention; the opinion of well-informed
persons is, however, divided as to the expediency of such an establishment. This subject
I recommend to your deliberation, and I am
prepared to lay before you all the evidence at the
disposal of the Government.
" Grateful to Divine Providence for the blessings and prosperity which the country continues
to enjoy, I conclude with a confident hope that
your deliberations will be so wisely and temperately conducted as to conduce to the progreSSiVe
development of its resources and the permanent
happiness of its people."
At the conclusion of the Speech, Captain
Timins ha.nded a. COP) of it to the President
and another to the Speaker; and the latter gentleman, after bowing three times to His Excellency, left the Chamber, accompanied by the
members of the Assembly. His Excellency then
withdrew, together with his suite.
Upon the motion of Mr. MILLER, the House
then adjourned until 3 o'clock.
The House resumed at five minutes past 3
o'clock p.m. The President having taken the
chair,
Mr. MILLER rose and said.-Mr. President,
I beg leave to move the suspension of the standing orders, in order to bring in a Bill, according
to the usages of the House.
The PRESIDENT then put the motion,
that the standing order, No. 24, be suspended.
The motion having been carried,
Mr. MILLER asked leave to bring in a Bill to
amend and consolidate the Customs Act.
Mr. BENNETT having seconded the motion,
it was put and carried.
Mr. MILLER then moved that the Bill
be printed, and read a second time on Tuesday
next.
The motion was put and carried.
THE ROYAL SPEECH.

The PRESIDENT
speech :-

then

rea.d the Royal

THE ADDRESS.

Captain COLE rose and said :-Mr. President,
in rising to move that a Select Committee be
apPOinted to frame an Address to be presented to
HIS Excellency the Governor, I would wish to
say a few words. I consider that in bringing
forward this motion, it is only a matter of duty.
I am under the impression that there is no party,
Sir, in this House. We will all do our duty to the
best of our ability, and any measure that is
brought forward should meet with our most
earnest consideration. I now beg leave to move
that the Select Committee consist of the Hon.
Mr. Miller, the Hon. Mr. Fellows, the Hon. Mr.
Black, the Hon. Mr. Hervey, the Hon. Mr.
WIlkie, the Hon. Mr. A'Beckett, and myself, as
mover.
Mr. BLACK on rising to second the motion,
went forward close to the President's chair, and

7

as he spoke in a very low tone of voice, with his
back 'urned to the reporters, he was almost inaudible in the gallery. He was understood, however, to say, that he seconded Captain Cole's
motion as a mere matter of form, because he
had been requested to do so, as one of the newlyelected members. He reserved to himself, however, the right, in the event of a division, of
voting for or against the motion.
The motion was then put and carried.
The PRESIDENT asked when the hon. member would wish the House to adjourn to for the
purpose of the Address being brought up.
Mr. MILLER suggested that Captain Cole
should ask leave for the House to adjourn during
pleasure.
Mr. HERVEY observed that on one occasion
the Committee was inRtructed to prepare the
Address and bring it up on the followillg day.
(Mr. Fawkner.-" Hear, hear.") Such a course
would be more conducive to the dignity of the
House than the merely adjourning during pleasure.
The PRESIDENT stated. that if the House
agreed to it, it could undoubtedly adjourn during
pleasure; but hon. members would observe that
he could not put the motion, as it would suppo'!le
that the Committee could sit during the adjournment, whereas it would be necessary for some
specific time to be mentioned for that Committee
to meet.
Captain CO LE thought that the Committee
might meet at 12 o'clock on the ensuing day.
The PRESIDENT remarked that the hon. the
mover of the motion should both state the time
when the Committee should meet, and also when
the report would be brought up.
The hon.
member had only stated the time when he wished
the Committee to meet.
Mr. HERVEY suggested that the CommIttee
should meet at 12 o'clock, and that the report
should be brought up at the usual hour of meeting.
The PRESID ENT wished to know if this suggestion met the views of the hon. the mover of
the Address.
Mr. A'BECKETT thought 2 o'clock would
be the most suitable hour for the Committee to
meet.
Mr. W. J. T. CLARKE would support Mr.
A'Beckett's suggestion.
After some few further observa.tions from Mr.
STRACHAN and others, it was finally decided
that the Committee should meet at 2 o'clock, and
tha~ they should bring up their report when the
House met, at 3 o'clock.
Mr. FELLO \VS asked if any quorum had been
fixed.
The PRESIDENT observed that that was
settled by the standing orders.
THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. MILLER begged leave, by the permlRsion
of the House, to move that the Hon. John
HoJgson be appointed Chairman of Committees
for the ensuing session. (Hear, hear.)
The motion was put, and ca.rried unani
mously.
Mr. HODGSON then briefly returned thanks
for the honour conferred upon him.
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LAWS OF DIVORCE.
Mr. FAWKNER gave notice that he should
move, on Tuesday next, for the appointment of
a. Select Committee to take into consideration
the laws relating to divorce, with the view of
assimilating them to those in force in Great
Britain; such Committee to consist of the Hon.
Messrs. Fellows, Bennett, A'Beckett, Coppin,
Roope, Power, and the mover.
THE LIBRARY.
Mr. HODGSON gave notice that on the ensuing day he should move that the hon. the
President, the Hon. Messrs. A'Beckett, Hope,
Fawkner, and the mover, be members of the
joint Library Committee 0 both Houses.
DAYS OF MEETING.
Mr. MILLER gave notice that on the following day he should move that Tuesdays, Wednesdays' and Thurlildays in each week, be the
days appointed for the meeting of the House for
the transaction of business, the time for meeting
to be 3 o'clock p.m.
TOBACCO.
Mr. HENTY gave notice that on Tuesday next,
he should move for a return of the quantity of
tobacco on which no duty h<l.d been/aid, cleared
from the Customs warehouse, an direct from
import ships, at the ports of Melbourne, Geelong,
and the outports of the colony respectively, for
the year ending 30th September, 1858 (such return not to include tobacco cleared under bond
for exportation), and also a similar return for the
year ending 30th September, 1859.
APPOINTMENT OF MAGISTRATES.
Mr. FELLOWS gave notice that on Tuesday
next, he should ask leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the appointment of Justices of the Peace
and,Police Magistrates.
THE REFRESHMENT ROOMS.
Mr. HENTY stated that on the ensuing day,
he should move for the appointment of the Hon.
Messrs. Highett, Stewart, Cole, Hodgson, and the
mover, to form members of the Joint Committees
.of both Houses for the refreshment rooms.
GOVERNMENT BUSINES.':l.
Mr. MILLER gave notice that on the ensuing
day ~ he should move that on Wednesdays in each
week, Government business should take precedence.
CHINESE.
Mr. J. HENTY gave notice that on Tuesday
next he should move for a return of all customs'
levied from Chinese passengers, and also a return of the amount of duty on gold exported
by them.
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.
Mr. MILLER gave notice that on the following
day, he should move that the hon. the
President, and the Hon. Messrs. Fawkner, Bennett, Cole, Hope, and the mover, should be
members of the Standing Orders Committee.

[SESSION
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bers of the joint Committee of both Houses, to
superintend the Parliamentary buildings.
PRINTING COMMITTEE.
Mr. HERVEY gave notice that he should
move on the ensuing day that the Hon. Messrs.
Fawkner, Power, Bennett, A'Beckett, and the
mover, be appointed members of the Printing
Committee.
RETURNS.
Mr. MILLER laid upon the table of the
House accounts relating to the Trade and Customs of the colony for the year 1858; a report of the Immigration Agent for the year
1858; report of the Royal Commission appointed to inquire into the sludge nuisance; orders 11l Council under the Goldfields Act, the 21st Vict. , No. 32; a progress report of the Defence Commil'sion; Cnminal statistics for 1858; a new rule of the Board
of National Education; a report of the proceedings of the Council of the University of Melbourne; a report in reference to plants collected
by Mr. Babbage in South Australia; the statistics
of Victoria for 1858; a report of the Health
Officer for the half-year ending the 31st Decemberl
1858; the annual report of the Central Board ot
Health; a return of the diseases in the various
establishments under the charge of the Chief
Medical Officer during 1858; and a report respecting the Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum. The
hon. member, having laid the above on the table,
and the documents having been received, he
moved that the House, on its rising, do adjourn
until 3 o'clock on the ensuing day. He had intended to move that the House should adjourn
until Tuesday next; but, m consequence of the
opinion of the House with reference to the
dr<l.wing up of the Address, he thought that the
proper course would be for the House to adjourn
until the following day).
Mr. HIGHETT having seconded the motion,
it was put and carried.
Mr. MILLER then moved that the House
do now adjourn.
The motion was carried, and the House adjourned at 24 minutes to 4 o'clock, until :3
o'clock on the following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took tb.e chair at a quarter to
12 o'clock precisely.
NEW MEMBERS.
The Clerk of the Assembly having read the
commi!!sion enabling the Speaker to swear in
new members, the following hon. gentlemen took
the usual oaths :-Messrs. Houston, Francis, Aspinall, Newton, Dr. Thomson, Humffray,
Fraser, and Cathie.
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL.
The Sergeant-at-Arms announced to the hon.
the Speaker that the Usher of the Legislative
Council had brought a message from that body
to the Assembly.
The Usher was then introduced to the hon. the
PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS.
Speaker. and requested the attendance of the
Mr. MILLER gave notice that on the en- members of the Legislative Assembly to hear
suing day, he should move that the hon. the the Opening Address, about to be delivered by
PreSIdent, and the Hon. Messrs. Hodgson, His Excellency the Governor, in the Legislative
A'Beckett, and the mover, be appointed mem- Council.
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The Speaker then, being in full dress, preceded
by the Sergeant-at-Arms, bearing the mace, and
accompa.nied by the several members of the Assembly, attended in the Council Chamber, in
accordance with His Excellency's request.
After a few minutes, the Speaker returned to
the Assembly, and the House adjournad until 4
o'clock, when it resumed.

would be furnished for the information of that
House.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that if the hon.
member would receive an answer at once, he
would inform him that the Government had
made no regulDtions whatever with reference to
pensions.

NEW MEMBER.

Mr. M'LELLAN gave notice that on Tuesday next he would move t~at in the opinion of
that House the export duty on gold ill unjust
and impolitic in its nature, it being a tax on the
mdustry of our mining population, and having a.
tendency to retard and (hscourage the development of our national wealth.

Mr. G. M. Stephen was sworn in as member
for Collingwood, and took his place on the Opposition benches below the gangway.

~UESTioN

OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. MOLLISON rose, on a question of privilege, and moved that Mr. Firebrace, the hon.
member for the Wimmera,.be called to the table
of the House to be sworn in. He stated that
the Returning-Officer for the district of the Wimmera had returned a writ, but had neglected to
endorse it. He, however, accompanied it with a
The Returning-Officer had evicertificate.
dently been under misapprehension that the
writ should be returned· blank, as he had not
received the return from a small subdivision in
the district. The polling-day was the 22nd of
September, and the writ was made returnable
on the 29th of that month; but as the Returning-Officer had not received the return by that
date, he conceived that it was necessary for him
to accompany the writ with a certificate. He
(Mr. Molhson) had referred to the records of the
House of Commons, and had found that in one
case-that of the Mayor of Barnstaple-a course
similar to that he now suggested had been
adopted, and a motion couched in similar
phraseology carried.
The SPEAKER stated that he had received a
letter explaining the circumstances of the case.
The same was read by the Clerk.
'1'he question that the motion of Mr. Mollison
be adopted was then put, and carried.
Mr. li'irebrace was then called to the table of
the House, and, having been sworn in, took his
seat on the Opposition benches proper.
IMPOUNDING ACT.

DUTY ON GOLD.

THE EIGHT-HOURS QUESTION.

Mr. DON gave notice that on Wednesday, he
would move, that in the opinion of that House it
was desirable that all future Government contracts should be let, on the understanding that
eight hours should be considered the term of a
day's work.
THE RAILWAY DEBENTURES.

Mr. M'CULLOCH gave notice that on the
following day he would ask the hon. the
Treasurerit 1. What amount of railway debentures had
been sold in London?
"2. Had any change been made in the limit for
their sale; and, if so, what had been the alterations, and when made?
H 3. What had been the average price realised,
exclusive of interest and all chargeR?
it 4. What amount of money had been received
by the Government from the banks against the
de bentures ?"
GOLD-FIELDS MANAGEMENT.

Mr. J. D. WOOD gave notice that on Wednesday next he would move tha.t in the opinion of
that House the laws relating to the management
of the gold-fields are cumbrous, expensive, and
unsatisfactory, and that the administration of
justice thereon is imperfect. Resolved, therefore, that, in order to place mining legi:slation on
a satisfactory footing, the principles of local
government, and the establishment of inexpensive local courts of equity, be recognised by that
House.

Mr. EVERARD gave notice that on the following day he would move, that in the opinion
of that House the Act known as the Impounding
Act stood in the way of the settlement of the
Land question. It was therefore resolved,LIEN LAW.
"1. That so much of the said Act which allows
Mr. BARTON gave notice that on Thursday, the
cattle to be impounded from off the public lands 27th, he would move that in the opinion of this
and from off such lands already alienated fro~ House it is desirable to give Contractors and
the Crown, and not securely fenced out, to be Workmen engaged m buildings, and other works
repealed.
of a like na.ture a lien upon the property im"2. That contingent on the above resolution proved by their (abour or materials to the, extent
passing, a Blll be brought in for the purpose."
of the owner's interest in the property; and
continKent upon the passing of that resolution,
PENSIONS.
that a Bill be brought in for the purpose.
Mr. J. C. KING gave notice that on the folVOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.
lowing day he should ask the hon. the Chief Secretary whether any regulations had been framed
Mr. KEEFER gave notice that on Friday,
by the Governor ~~d Executive Council, pur- the 28th, he would move that a copy of the
lIuant to the prOVlSlOIl8 of 51st Section of the votes and proceedings, and printed papers of .the
Constitution Act, for fixing the amount of pen- Legislative Council and Assembly, respectively,
sions and retiring allowances to be granted to for each session of each immediate pweceding
responsible officers of the Government who Parliament of Victoria, be supplied to each mem·
migh~ be released from office on political grounds, ber on being for the first time introduced into
and if 110 whether & copy of such regulations Parliament, if he required the same.
C
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Mr. LOADER gave notice that, on Friday,
the 28th, he would move, that in the opinion of
this House it is desirable, for the purpose of promoting the speedy distribution and better settlement of the people in permanent agricultural
occupation over the public lan~s, to affi~ ~he
principles of policy upon wll1c~ any legIslatl~)ll
for the disposal of the waste public lands of VICtoria shall be based. Resolved, therefore, that
whereas the present system of sale of country
lands by public auction effects the alienation of
land for a mere money consideration, but fails to
secure the first principle of c?lonisation, nam~ly,
the settlement of an agncultural populatlOn
upon the lands, therefore the sale .of lands
in country districts by public auction shall
not form part of a new Land Bill. Th~t
to induce settlement upon the waste publIc
lands in country districts, all persons, subjects of the British Crown, and of the mature
age of 21 years, shall be freely permitted to
select a limited number of acres of land from the
waste public lands in any part of Victoria for
actual occupation, whether before or after survey ; if before survey, then that the selectionist
shall adjust his or her boundary to the surveyline when the surveyor reaches his or her location. That each selectiorist immediately upon
bond fide settlement, shall become possessed of
the pre-emlltive right to purchase 160 acres of
land, for hlS or h~r homestead~ !l't the fixed
priceofll. per acre l wlthoutcompebtlOn, \\henever
the lands in the district may be brought to sale.
That the colony shall be divided into country
districts of
square miles each, that the
resi<lents in each distnct shall administer to their
own self-government in local mattp-rs, and shall
be empowered to raise local taxes for that purpose, subject to the authontyof the H.ouses of
Lel(islature. That all the waste puhhc lands
shall be open for pastoral purposes to agricultural
settlers,
miners,
and
others.
That all surveys shall be by straight
lines bearing eaHt and west, intersected by
other straight lines bearing north and south.
That such lands in townshlps, municipalities, or
elsewhere, that have acquired extraordinary
value from special circumstances shall be excepted from free selection, and shall continue to
be sold by auction. That water frontages and
known auriferous lands shall be reserved from
sale for such public purposes as the Houses of
Legislature may determme. Contingent upon
the above resolutions passing, that a Bill be
brought in embodying the above principles.
ADMISSION OF STRANGERS.

[SESSION

I.

the usual rules of the House be adopted, and that
the doors be dosed.
Mr. HUMFFRAY submitted that there were
no rules referring to the matter, or that required
that the doors should be kept closed.
Mr. IRELAND stated that he had been informed tha.t the Mayor of Melbourne and the
Mayor of Geelong were both outside the House,
and had been unable to obtain admission. He
thought the difficulty would be overcome if those
persons who had orders for the body of the
House were admitted.
Mr. J. D. WOOD inquired whethert.he members
of the Government had the privilege t>f admitting
more visitors than an ordinary member had, because he had been infonned that an hon. member of the Government had ordered one of the
officials to admit thretl persons.
Mr. IRELAND.-Name, name.
Mr. J. D. WOOD.-When an hon. member calls
"name," he is generally very well able to put the
cap upon his own head. (U Hear," and laughter.)
Mr. IRELAND said that the hon. member
had left him to put the cap on his head himself,
as he was afraid to do it.
The SPEAKER called the hon. member to
order amidst cries of " Chair !"
The amendment of Mr. King was then put and
carried.
ABOLITION OF PENSIONS.

Mr. HEALES gave notice that on Wednesday
next he should ask leave to bring in a Bill to
abolish pensions to retiring responsible officers.
GEELONG GAOL.

Dr. THOMSON gave notice that he would ask
the Honourable the Commissioner of Public Works
when the additions to the Geelong Gaol will be
proceeded with, as provided for by a vote of that
House.
PETITION.

Dr. MACADAM presented a petition from
various Chinese merchants at Castlemaine, praying that the House would extend to them the
same lrivJleges and immunities which were
enjoye by other nations in this colony.
The petition was received, read, and ordered to
lie on the table of the House.
WATER SUPPLY TO GEELONG AND BALLARAT.

Dr. THOMSON gave notice that he would
on Wednesday the 18th move that all reports
furnished to the Government on the subject of
Water Su.pply to the towns of Geelong and Ballarat by Captain Pasley and Mr. Jackson, be laid
on the table of the House.
STANDING ORDERS.

Mr. HUMFFRAY drew the attention of the
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that on Tuesday
House to the fact, that although forty tickets had next he should move that the following members
been issued to visitors to enable them to witness form the Select Committee on Standing Orders:
the proceedings, a large number of persons were -The hon. the Speaker, the Chairman of Comunable to procure admission on account of there mittee!!, Mr. O'Shanassy, Mr. Duffy, Mr. Ebden,
not being accommodation for them. He would, Mr. Wood, Mr. Keefer, and Mr. Barton, three
therefore, suggest that the doors of the House to form a quorum.
should be opened so as to allow those who could
MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY.
not obtain admission, to hear the debate.
The SPEAKER stated that it was a matter
Dr. THOMSON stated that on the following
upon which it would be necessary to take the day he would move tha.t copies of the evidence
o.pimon of the House.
and report of the Board of Inquiry on the conMr. M. KING moved as an amendment, that duct of W. H. Bonsey, Esq., Police Magistrate
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of Geelong, in the case of Kellar v. Kilgour, be
la.id on the table of the House.
ADAMSON'S ACTS.
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PARLIAMENT.

sioner of Public Works when the contract was to
be taken for the construction of a sludge channel
for BaJlarat East.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

Mr. SERGEANT gave notice that he would on
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY gave notice that, on the
the following da.y move that members of that following
day, he would move that the followmg
House be furnished with copies of Adam80n's members form
the Library Committee during the
Acts.
present
session,
with power to confer with the
THE BARWON BRIDGE.
Committee of the Legislative Council :-The
Dr. THOMSON gave notice that he would ask hon. the Speaker, Mr. Keefer, Mr. Henderson,
the hon. the Commissioner of Public Works why Mr. Caldwell, Dr. Macadam.
the opening of the Barwon Bridge had been dePAYMENT TO MEMBERS.
layed for four months.
Mr. BARTON gave notice that, on the 27th
ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF BELFAST.
of the present month, he should move that in the
lIr. HOOD gave notice that on Tuesday next opinion of that House it is desirable that memhe would apply fl)r leave to bring in. a -':JiU to bers be pald for their services. (Laughter.)
alter the boundaries of the Electoral DIstrLCt of
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
Belfast.
Mr. HEAL ES stated that contingent upon the
DREDGING OPERATIONS AT GEELONG.
the hon. the Chief-Secretary being
Dr. THOMSON gave notice that on the f?l- motion of
before the House, he would move that
lowing day he would ask the hon. the Commls- l:.rought
sioner of Public Works why the new dredge, no fresh busmess be taken after 10 o'clock at
which was built expressly to clear the Geelong night. (Hear.)
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.
Bar had not been set to work, and why a contract
for clearing the Geelong Bar had not been called
The SPEAKER laid upon the table returns
for, as promised.
from various departments for the year 1858 and
1859, and also reports from various Committees.
THE VENUS STEAMER.
MOUNT ALEXANDER RAILWAY.
Dr. THOMSON gave notice that on Thursday
he would ask the hon. the Commissioner of
Mr. SNODGRASS gave notice that on ThursPublic Works why the repairs of the Venus day next he would ask the hon. the Commissioner
steamer were not being proceeded with. of Land and Works whether the Government had
approved of the proposed alteration in the
(Laughter).
Murrayand Mount Alexander Line of Railway,
BUSINES8 OF THE HOUSE.
known as the north devi'1tion towards Kyneton ;
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY gave notice that on the fol- and,
if so, if the Government were prepareci to
lowing day he would move that Tuesday, Weda Bill to authorise the contemplated
nesday, Thursday, and Friday in each week be submit
change.
the days on which the Assembly shall meet for
REFRESHMENT-ROOMS.
the despatch of busmess during the present ~es
sion, and that 3 o'clock be the hour of meetmg
Mr.O·SHANASSY gave notice, that on the
following day, he would move that th~ following
on each day.
members form the Refreshment-rooms ComTHE GEELONG BAR.
mittee of the Assembly: Mr. AmsIDck, Mr.
Dr. THOMSON gave notice that on Thursday Everard, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Horne, and Mr.
he would move that the following reports be laid Aspinall; with power to confer with the Comon the table, viz :-The last report of Mr. Furni- mittee of the Legislative Council.
val, late superintendent of dredging operations at
Geelong; all reports from Mr. Burme;,. since his
BUILDING COMMITTEE.
appointment in charge of the Geelong .Har dredgMr. O'SHAN ASSY gave notice that on the
ing operations; and all reports from Mr. Wilson, following day he would move that the following
engineer on the new dredge.
members form the Parliament Buildings Committee of the Lel"rislative Assembly: The HonourTHE PRINTING COMMITTEE.
the Speaker, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Horne, Mr.
able
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that on the followMr. Gava,n Duffy; with power to confer
ing day he would move that the 'following mem- Ebden,
the
Committee of the Legislative Council.
with
bers do form the Printing Committee during the
present session :-The hon. the Speaker, :Mr.
TELEGRAPH COMMUNICATION WITH EUROPE.
Brooke, Hon. Mr. Horne, Mr. Everard, Mr.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that in accordance
Verdon, Mr. Loader, Mr. Phelan, Mr. Snod- with the practice of the House, he would, prc-.
grass, and the mover; three to form a quorum.
vious to the Address to the Governor being read,
move for leave to bring in a Bill to extend the
PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS.
line
of telegraph to Europe.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY gave notice that on the
The question was ptit and carried, and the
following day he would move that on Tuesday Bill
wa.s read a first time and ordered to be
and Wednesday in each week during the present
session the transaction of Government business printed. MR. DUFFY'S RETIREMENT.
take precedence of aJl business.
Mr. BROOKE stated that seeing the hon.
SLUDGE AT BALLARAT.
member for Villiers and Heytesbury in his seat,
Mr. HUMFFRA Y gave notice that on the he would a..,k him the reasons for his retirement
following day he would ask the hon. thc Commls- from office.
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Mr. DUFFY, in reply, said that it had been occasion, with the circumstances under which we
his intention to refer to the subject in the cus- have met together, is of a highly importantchatomary manner, but as a vote was to be brought racter, inasmuch as the House which is now
forward which would, in all probability, provoke assembled represents manhood suffrage. Consea debate, he would refrain from submittin! any quently we have a more enlarged expression of
statement until then.
public feeling in this House than in any former
one. I think that we may congratulate ourselves
THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
upon that event, and also that it has teen so far
The SPEAKER read the speech of His Excel- effective that it has sent to this House gentlemeI1
lency the Governor, as delivered in the Legisla- who have been practically engaged in the affairs
tive Council, at a previous period of the day.
of public life, and can from their expenence
afford information to the House upon the various
NEW MEMBER.
subjects which may be brought before it. There
Mr. IRELAND moved that Mr. Thomas Henry is a passage in the speech of His Excellency the
Hadley be called to the table of the House to be Governor, to which I think we ought to direct
sworn, and stated that his reason for so doing was our attention, and from which we may draw conthat, owing to some mistake, the Christian names clusions to assist us in settling the in!of Mr. Hadley had been incorrectly endorsed portant question of the public lands.
The
upon the writ, "William Henry" being written speech states :instead of" Thomas Henry." (The hon. member
" Among the measures to which I have alluded
rea'~ a certificate, signed by the Returningas having been by common consent postponed for
Officer, testifying to the error.)
the
Parliament, that for the settlement of
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN moved, as an amend- the new
Land question ranks first in importance. A
ment, that the writ be returned to the returning- Bill h~!.S been prepared, and will shortly be laid
officer for the purposes of correction. He thought before you<, to regulate the sale and disposal of
it was a bad precedent for the House to ignore the wast~ lands of the Crown. I t contains prothe returns of the returning-officer, as there visions to facilitate the occupation of land by
would be no knov;ing what might occur at a actual
cultivators, and to confer upon them the
future period.
privilege of local self-government; and these
No member seconded the amendment, and the provisions are so constructed as to be capable of
original motion was carried.
indefinite extension as population and the deMr. HADLEY was then sworn in, and took his mand for land increase. Closely connected with
seat on the Ministerial side of the House.
the settlement of the land is a measure for facilitating its trll.nsfer. Such a meaSUl"e, based upon
THE ADDRESS.
one recently introduced into the Imperial ParliaMr. HENDERSON movedment, wIll consequently be submitted to your
" That this House do resolve that an humble consideration at an early period."
Address be presented to His Excellcncy the Now, Sir, I thmk that we should not lose sight
Governor, expressive of our loyalty to our Most of that important fact, as I consider the settleGracious Sovereign, and thanking His Excellency ment of the lands to be of ~aramount importance,
for the con1>ideration wl:ich he ha~ shown for our and that the fact of its bemg referred to Parliaconvenience; conveying to His Excellency our meut will lead to its final settlement. That I consatisfaction with his assurance that the financial ceive was done in deference to the public
condition of the country is most prosperous; opinion, which held that the previous Parliament
thanking His Excellency for intimating to us did not sufficiently represent the people to deal
that the Estimates for the ensuing year will be with so important a questi&n, and I should be
immediately laid before us, and assuring His ve.ry sorry to think that any means should be
Excellency that they will receive our most adopted to impede its speedy settlement. It is
sedulous attention, and that our serious consi- of the greatest necessity for the prosperity of the
deration will be given to the important legislative. country, for the development of its resources, and
measures about to be introduced; thanking His : for the satisfactory condition of the people, that
Excellency for his intention to communicate: this Assembly should exhi~it to the country at
to us the Reports of the Defence and Civil ' large a sincere desire to discuss that question, and
Service Commissions, and other important in- bring it to a speedy settlement, taking care that
formation to which His Excellency has referred, no sinister devices or any covert proceedings
and assuring His Excellency that they will shall delay its progress. Another very imI
secure at our hands our most careful delibera- portant question appears in the speech.
tion; thanking His Excellency for informing allude to the subject of the defences of the
us of the satisfactory progress of the railway colony and its ports and harbours. I think that
works and the electric telegraph, and expressing the expressions in the passage I refer to are
. our gratification that the negotiations respect- very felicitous. It refers to the necessity of foring the transfer of the Geelong Railway line to tifying our coasts, and defending our harbour
the Government have been brought to a Ratis- and the British people in these colonies. I befactory termination; and concurring with His heve the best defence is to be found in the
Excellency in his expression of gratitude to wooden walls of old England, and that we should
Divine PrOVIdence for the prosperity which this adopt them here. I think that anything lIke
country enjoys."
raising an army in this colony is quite unHe then stated :-Mr. Speake.r-Sir, I should not necessary, and that all we have to fear is an
have ventured to undertake this duty-the duty attack from some filibustering expedition. The
of moving this House to adopt the Address pro- idea that any nation will attempt to invade this
posed to be submitted, if I was not aware that it colony for the purpose of keeping possession of
IS an honour conceded to a new member.
The it, I consider qUite preposterous; and I be-
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lieve that our naval forces are sufficient
to protect the colony against any ordinary
attack which may be made against it.
Allusion has been made to measures affecting the
interests of the gold-fields; but these will, of
course, be taken into consideration upon a future
occasion, and it would be quite preposterous to
take up the time of the House with them at a
time when other matters of more immediate importance are about to be brought forward. Th e
establishment of a Mint has been also referred
to, and notice has been given of an intention to
bring forward a Bill baving that object in view.
With reference to this questionl Sir, it is quite
clear to me that justice cannot oe done without
the establishment of a Mint; for it is absolutely
necessary for the benefit of the miners, who are
at present exposed to great losses by the variety
of prices offered for their gold. I think, Sir, the
Government ought not to hesitate in making up
their minds upon this point; and when the
subject is brought before the Legislature, I trust that hon. members will give
it as m'lch of their sanction as will be
necessary to a careful consideration of the question. The adoption of an Address, or l'ather the
reply to an Address, from the Crown is, I
imagine, under ordinary circumstances, a matter
of course. Respect for the Crown, and a desire
not to commence the operations of Parliament
with any unseemly controversies, render it desirable. I think, Sir, it is a practice generally
pursued upon occasions like the present, if possible, to allow such an Address to be adopted
without evoking any discussion, or calling forth
any strong ditterences between hon. members
of the Legislature. I think, Sir, the circumstances of the present time w;ll induce a suggestion of that kind to the mind of every
person. I do not, however, expect that such
a course will be pursued upon the present occasion. Rumours are afloat that an amendment
will be proposed to this Address, to the character
of which I shall not now refer. I shall leave
that until the time when it is brought forward,
and then the battle which has been so long
thrf>atened will be fought and decided in this
House. I do not wish, Sir, to anticipate that
discussion. We shall have an opportunity all of
us to take part in the debate, and even I shall
not be excluded, if I wish to participate in it.
Sir, as I before observed, I should not have
taken upon myself this office, but that I felt
sure I could rely upon the indulgence
of hon. members.
(Hear, hear.)
I am
conscious that I must have disappointed my
friends, for J have disappointed myself, but I
trust I shall receive some allowance at their
handa. (Hear, hear.)
Dr. MAOADAM.-Mr. Speaker, in rising to
avail myself of this opportunity of seconding
the Address, as proposed by my hon. friend the
member for Sandhurst, it shall be my object to
endeavour to show hon. members on the opposite
side of the House that His Excellency'S Address.
and the speech which has been made upon it,
are worthy of confidence. {Hear, hear.} With
this view, I shall probably occupy a short
time in adverting to onc or two points
mentioned by the hon. member who has just
sat down in reference to the 9th question.
Sir, I quite concur with him in considering that
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the question of questions; and ia order thoroughly to understand our relative positions in
approaching the work of the present session, it
is necessary to consider the liberal scheme
brought forward by the existing Government,
which will no doubt recommend itself to the
opinions of the majonty of the public. It is
liberal in its character! and expansive in its exercise. We find by it that the poorest individua.l
can become the possessor of land according to
his means, whether of 40 acres or of 300; and
that he can secure it for a sum apparently
nominal-one pound per acre, for which he will
obtain a permanent title. The lands, which
are to be thrown open, are to be formed into
a series of agricultural areas, which are afterwards
to be divided into municipalities. The price of
one pound per acre is apparently nominal, and
for this reasonMr. JOHNSTO:N.-Mr. Speaker, being a newly
elected member, I have some hesitation in raising
a point of order, but it seems to me that we
ha.ve met for a different purpose than to discuss
the Government Land BIll.
The SPEAKER.--I am not aware that the
hon. gentleman (Dr. Macadam) is out of
order. It is quite competent for this question
to be discussed.
Dr. MACADAM.---I was about to remark
that the land will be available to the poorest
individual, and that every man will be able to
purchase a farm, which will afford him a prospect
of independence. Such farms will be comprised
in agricultural municipalities, to which the sum of
5s. per acre of the purchase-money will be given
as a permanent endowment, and the remainder
will be devoted to the carrying out those improvements which the district will require, and withOllt which the survey would be worth nothing.
When, therefore, as will be the case, the whole
price of the land is expended upon it, the purchase-money is almost nominal', inasmuch as
it returns to the purchaser in a different
shape. On the subject of deferred payments,
which in the case of this Bill has been ignored,
many differences of opinion exist, and I myself
lather incline to the belief that a couple of years
ought to elapse from the occupation of the land,
in order to allow time for the purchase of the necessary machinery. I shall, however, enlarge
upon that point upon some other occasion. My
only object now is to call the attention of hon.
members on both sides of the House to the subject; and I hope before they attempt to take any
one course of action they will endeavour to settle
permanently and faithfully among themselves
the points of opinion upon which they are doubtful. (Hear.) 1 shall content myself with pointing out that, although I am sure there will be a
difference of opinion entertained by hon. members
on the opposite side of the House, it will be difficult for them to bring forward a measure S:l
liberal or so comprehensive as that which has
been framed by the existing Government. One
of the topics which has been allude 1 to in the
Address, is that of mining on private property,
with due protection to the sons of the soil.
Being myself a representative of a portion of the
mining poplllation, I have particular pleasure in
noticing any measures th'l.t are brought
forward to advance the interests of those parties
who are resident upon our gold-fields. I am
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aware that active steps have been taken by the
Government in the establishment of leasmg re·
gulations. Within the last three months no less
than 135 leases have been approved, averaging
10 acres each, and leased for 10 years-some of
them for shorter periods. These leases cover
about 1,497 acres. They have as yet been confined to Bendigo, l'1aryborough, and the district
which I haye the honour -to rep~esent. It
is interesting to notice that these leases
have been extended not only to alluvial ground, but also to quartz-reefs, and
that the system of leasing per acre has been
found to be three times as valuable in the former
as in the latter. The sum derived from the
rent of these leases annually is 5,400l., 01' Sl. 10s.
per acre, whlch is entirely independent of the export duty. An average may therefore be taken
that about 35,OOOl. will actually be taken in the
form of rental for unsold auriferous lands·-· a fact
which should recommend a similar form of
leasing for the agricultural lands. This is also a
subject intimately connected with the labour
question. One of the advantages of this system is, that for every acre of land so leased
the employment of seven men is necessitated.
These men are employed the whole year round,
with the exception of a small portion of it, which
is devoted to the repair of machinery. The
leases are not all issued as yet, but there are at
present 2,00& men at work, and the Government
have, as far as possible, provided that they should
obtain security for their la.bour. I find that the
sum of 240:000l. has been expended upon
machinery, and that upwards of 5OO,OOOl. has
been obtained as working capital. If, then, the
whole of the 135 leases had been issued, employment would have been found for 10,000 men. I
point this out with a view of showing that the
system of leasing land not only has the effect
of calling forth capital towards our gold-fields,
but that it will prove a source of revenue, and
will be the means of providing employment for
an immense body of men. If such results are
derived from leasing 1,500 acr~s, what may not
be expected from upwards of 2 million acres
of land yet undisposed of? Another paragraph
refers to the best means of supplying water to the
principal seats of population in the interior, es·
pecially to the gold-fields. This is also a matter
in which the constituency I have the honour to
represent has a. definite interest, and which is one
next only m importance to the progress of railway communication throughout th~ country. No
doubt the question of supplying water to the gold
districts must take its place among the foremost
subjects for di"cussion. Water has always been
considered even more valuable than gold; not
only because it enables the miner to abstract the
precious metal from the soil, but because it also
enables the agriculturist to reap a plentiful
harvest. Now. we know that the quantity of
rain which falls in this country is more than is
experienced in England. It is, therefore, painful to witness the large volume of water which we
are blessed with, rolling onwards to the sea,
while our flats in the interior are exhausted and perishing for the greater
portion of the year. Now, I believe, it
possible to conduct a stream of water-the Yarra,
for instance-to a. level of about 1,COO feet
higher than the sea, which might be regulated so
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as to serve as a supply for our ~old-fields, and to
In this
irrigate our agricultural districts.
manner, and by carrying out a scheme such as I
ha.ve mentioned, we might emulate the enterprise of Peru and other countries in this respect,
and greatly increase the yield of our gold.
These will be subjects which, at an early day,
will no doubt be brought before the members
of this House1 and which will be urged upon the
Government during the ensuing session. Another
point which is referred to, is the progress of
the railway works throughout the country.
It is necessary to understand how these
works have been carried on; and the certainty
which exists that they will be completed within
the time specified, ami be made available
within the time the Parliament expressed a
wish they should be finished, will be satisfactory
to all. It will no doubt be a recommendation
that, within some six months from the commencement of operations, 21 miles of railwa.y
were opened, and that in about 14 months-that
is to say, in January, 1861-we shall have about
60 miles of railway opened. It is also expected
that by July 1861, the town of Ballarat will be
brought within a three-hours' journey of Melbourne ; and at the end of two years,
counting from two months of the present date, a line of railway will be opened
from Melbourne to Sandhurst. It is satisfactory
to know that these works have been so conducted, and that they will be completed by the
contract time. I can, therefore, endorse the
opinion expressed in the Address, with reference
to our railway operations. The influence which
these works have had upon the labour market is
also a. question to which, perhaps, hone members
may not have directed their attention. I will
just mention that, during the last week, there
were employed upon these lines of railway no less
than 5,900 men; and that a large proportion of
these men consisted of skilled labourers. :Besides these, there were about 2,000 men employed in cutting timber and procuring materials,
who must also be taken into account. Taking a fair
estimate of the families of these men, there are
about20,OOO souls deriving sustenance from these
works. This number will be increased as the
fine weather sets in, in the proportion of, I be·
lieve, about 50 per cent., and there will be, in
say two months, 30,000 persons employed, or
about one-seventeenth part of the whole populatlOn of Victona. (Cnes of "Shame, sha.me,"
from the Opposition benches.) With reference
to telegraphiC communication I would observe,
that a proposition has been made for carrying a
line of telegraph round the eastern portion of this
continent; a.nd it will be for the House to determine
whether that suggestion shall be adopted in preference to the formation of an overland route. A
proposal will be brought before the House for
the termination of the present contract, it being
generally considered that a telegraph carried
overland would be cheaper, more durable, and
less liable to accident. I am aware that ob·
jections would be raised on the ground of injuries likely to be inflicted on the telegraph by
the natives, and from other causes; but I speak
upon a. broad view of the question, and from the
discoveries which have been made of the capabilities of the interior, I think the scheme is
highly practicable. I hope that by a liberal
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grant we shall have it in our power to adopt an
overland route, provided we are willing to entertain it. I may further take this opportunity
of stating that a sum of money has actually been
provided for the purpose by the public of
Melbourne, amounting to £3,000. This fund, I
should say, oriKinated in a donation,of £1,000,
which has been paid this very day. It was g1Ven
by a gentleman who has persisted in preserving a
strict inuognito, and it has increased by subscriptions to £3,000. I hope that hon. members will
a'ad such a sum to this as will enable us to avoid
the dangers and disasters which always accompany the laying a submarine telegraph. The last
question I will refer to is the necessity of proceeding with our Estimates. There are many
qu~stions in the legislation of this colony which
render it necessary this business should be
proceeded with as speedily as possible.
There is no department of more importance than that of our public works,
and to push those works on without delay, It is
absolutely necessary to proceed with the Estimates. It is usually the practice at home to pass
the Estimates in midwinter, so that the works
may be prosecuted in the succeeding fine weather.
In this country, unfortunately, the very opPOsite
course is pursued, a.nd the works are, therefore,
~ushed forward at the worst portion of the year.
The consequence is that they are considerably
more expensive. I have it on good authority that
this postponement of the works causes a loss
of no less than 30 per cent. The immense
advantage which will be gained by an early
passing of the Estimates will perhaps be
borne III mind, when I state that the
whole sum voted for these purposes last
session was 514,735l., in addition to about 7,OOOl.
for contingencies. This information I received
upon the authority of a gentleman who, being
immediately connected with the Public Works
Department, was in t.he best position to know. I
bring forwa.rd these facts, Sir, as an argument
not to delay the transaction of public business.
The postponement of the Estimates, not to speak
of the disCOlnfort and even injury which it
causes to those engaged in the works, in some
cases approaching nearly to starvation, involves
a large extra expense to the country. It is true
that we may have to quarrel night after night
upon the various details of expenditure; but if
we suffer a loss of 150,OOOl. by not attending to
them, I think it is a sufficient proof that we
ought to give them our earliest consideration. I
will not, Sir, take up the time of the House by
repeating my remarks upon this question, but I
trust we shall all pledge ourselves to do S<1IIlething which will further the object we have in
view, which is to advance the interests and the
prosperi_ty of this country. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. NICHOLSON said.-Sir, I rise to take
upon myself the grave responsibility of what is
to me a very disagreeable duty, of moving an
amendment to the Address in reply to His
Excellency's speech, in the following terms :" That all the words after' that' in the original
motion be left out, with the view of inserting the
following :-' An Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor expressive of our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign the
Queen, and assuring His Excellency that
our most grave and serious considera-
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tion will be given to the several measures
recommended by His Excellency: That we
humbly concur with His Excellency in the
opinion that the Land question ranks first in importance among the subjects which will engage
our attention, and that we will readily assent
to any well-devised and liberal scheme for facilitating the settlement on favourable terms of a
numerous agricultural population on the waste
lands of the Crown; that the Estimates when
brought before us will meet with our best consideration, economy in the departmental service
of the Government being steadily kept
in view, 80 as to leave as large a
prop'ortion as
possible
of the revenue
availa.ble for public improvements and national
defences; but at the same time humbly submitting to His Excellency that His Excellency'S
present advisers do not possess the confidence of
this House or of the country, and that, therefore, their lon~er continuance 10 office is at once
injurious to the efficiency of Her Majesty's G0vernment in this colony, and repugnant to the
principles of the Const.itution. That we also
sympathise with His Excellency in his feelin~ of
gratltude to Divine Providence for the blessmgR
enjoyed by this country, and in the hope that
our deliberations may be conducted with wisdom
and temperance."
Mr. Speaker, in taking this course I have
adopted one which has previously, and on several
occasions, been adopted in the mother-country.
There was one memorable occasion on which this
course has been adopted-on the well known occasion on which Lord Derby was supplanted by
t.he Government of Lord Palmerston. A similar
course to that now adopted was taken in the Imperial Parliament in 1841, when the Government
of Lord Melbourne was supplanted by that of Sir
Roberr. Peel.' On the former occasion, Mr.
Disra.eli replied in defence of the Government,
and took no objection to the course pursued-he
indeed highly approved of it. He !>aid if the Government was in a minority in the House, it was
advisable that it should be known at once, and
the decision of the House arrived at. (Hear,
hear.) I do not think it necessary on this
occasion to make or prove any charges
against the Government. The fact that the
Government are in a minority in this House is
quite sufficient to justify me in adopting this
course. I believe I have read a speech made by
the hon. the Solicitor-General at Maryboro~h,
in which he declared that if there was one thmg
worse than another for the country it was a
weak Government, and if they found that they
had not a working majority in the House, they
would resign. But I have to state, unfortunately for this House, and unfortunately for the
country, tha.t I shall be able to show that the
Government have not only not the confidence of
this House, but also have not the confidence of
the country. (Hear, hear.) One of the first
questions to which I will call the attention of
the House, is the conduct of the Government in
respect to their exercise of the patronage of the
country. (Hear, hear.) It is not necessary that
I should allude in precise terms to the numerous
appointments they have made, or particularise
individua.ls. It would be an invidious
task for me to do so, but I doubt
if any man can estimate the extent of the mis-
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chief which has been done. I might mention responsible. (Hear, hear.) I consider, Sir, that
several instances, but I will contine myself to this is a very grave responsibility, because the
the principles which have been laid down by the Government have delayed the meeting of the
Government themselves as to the manner in Parliament in defiance of the expressed wishes
which they would exercise their right to the of the Legislature. The House came to a resopa.tronage of the countr). (Hear, hear.) The lution on the motion of Dr. Greeves, that the
hon. the Collector of Customs and the hon. the period of its assembling should be changed,
Solicitor-Genera.l have both stated their views on and that it was desirable that· it should meet
the subject; and the hon. the Solicitor-General a~ain in June. (Hear, hear.) Another deand the hon. Treasurer have stated more plainly cision was come to, on the motion of Mr.
still the course which they intended to adopt Brooke, "that it was expedient that the
with regard to this matter. I will take the new Parliament -should meet without delay."
sJ>eech of the hon. the Solicitor-General at (Hear, hear.) In defia.nce of these two resoluEmerald Hill. He there boldly declared that tions, the Government have delayed the meeting
there must be distinctions made between friends of Parliament to the utmost period possible, and
and foes in the distribution of the patronage. that contrary to the resolutions of this House.
I do not quite recollect his precise words, but (Hear, hear.) I cume now to another charge.
they were to the effect that the GovernD;lent in- It is, Sir, that several members of the Governtended to distribute the patronage among ment have been connected with Mr. Brllce, the
their friends-(hear, hear )-that they did railway contractor. (Hear, hear.) Some time
not intend to adopt any other course- ago, a general insurance scheme was launched into
a.nd also that the Government depended existence, under the auspices of the hon. the
in a ({reat measure on such a procedure Collector of Trade and Customs. It was a very
for thelr existence. (Hear, hear.) I will next popular scheme, and the hon. gentleman to
refer to the hon. the Treasurer, who, in his whom I refer was very active in the establishspeech to the electors of Collingwood, said that ment of this company. He allotted to himself
these appointments were a great mistake. (Hear, 20,000 shares out of 40,000, and divided a cerhear.) He said, aho, that these mistakes must tain number amongst his friends. He then
a.lways arise in a Government which had to de- placed the remainder-a very small numberpend on this kind of thing for support. (Hear, in the market at a large premium. He constihear.) I suppose, therefore, that any gentleman tuted himself the chairman and chief proprietor
requiring employment would be asked as the in this company, and the others junior partners.
first question whether he had supported the Go- It was soon ascertained that there was some convernment at elections. If he was a member of nection between this company and the contracthe House, whether h~ had voted for them- tors for the Government railways, Messrs. Corperhaps if he had cheered at the right time. nish and Bruce. This fact was made public
(" Hear, hear," and laughter.)
Htl would through Messrs. Vaughan and Wyld. It apbe asked, I suppose, whether he was peared that the hon. the Collector of Trade and
expert at stuffing rolls.
(" Oh, oh !") Customs, the hon. the Treasurer, and the hon.
Yes, Sir, stuffing rolls, or procuring im- the Attorney-General were associated in the
personation at elections. He must, in short, management. They entered into an arrangehave been an expert electioneering agent, in ment to negotiate for Cornish and Bruce 1Iome
order to quitlify himself for an office under this 30,OOOl., and as the hon. the Treasurer stated to his
Guvernment. (Hear, hear.) I now come to an- constituency at Collin/rWood, on better terms than
other charge against the Government- that of those offered by Messrs. Vaughan and Wyld.
wilfully and needlessly delaying the meeting of (Hear, hear.) The arrangement, it appears, was
this House. (Her,r, hear.) Various delays have that the company were to be allowed 4 per cent.
been made from time to time, and the conse- for the endorsf'ment of their names on six months'
quence has bf'en that the meeting of Parliament bills, and as they would be renewed, a comhas been delayed until October, instead of July. mission of 8 per cent. per annum, simply
I find that the Government have also delayed one for the use of their names. I believe that these
half the elections beyond the other, in such a bills were afterwards discounted by the company,
manner as to suit themselves and certain of their and I suppose at the usual rate 01 discount,
friends. To such an extent were these delays which would make 18 per cent. for this loan. If
carried, that they exceeded in some cases the I am wrong in making this statement, the hon.
periods within which the elections were to take the Treasurer, who is one of the directors, is here
place, and new writs had to be issued. There is and can correct me. I would refer hon. memone fact certain, that in the first batch of these bers to the Constitution Act, the 53rd clause of
elections, six of the Ministry presented them- which prohibits members of this House from
selves, and four of them were defeated. They being concerned in Government contracts.
had accordingly an opportunity afforded them, Now, I think this is sufficient to show that those
in case of defeat, of standing for other districts of gentlemen who are members of this House, not to
the colony. It has been pointed out. by the say members of the Government, ought to have
gentleman who seconded the Address, that there no share in an association of this kind. It is
would be great detriment to the public works of possible that those gentlemen may have evaded
the colony if there was any delay in passing the the letter of the Constitution Act, but I will leave
Estimates. I would ask to whom is this delay it to this House to say whether they have got
chargeable? (Hear, hear.) Why were not the through the spirit of it. It was never intended
Estimates passed a month ago? If any de- that a Minister of the Crown should hold half
Jay has occurred-and,there has been delay-it is the shares in a company which had dealings of
the neglect of the Government, and they are this kind with Government contractors. (Hear,
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hear.) I believe, Sir, this company has been proud of. (Hear, hear.) It was the Ministry
very successful, and this success is part~ally I that was voted against. I take another Minister,
owing to the fact that it has been able to go into ! who represented Richmond-the hon. the Comthese large matters with Government contractors. i missioner of Crown Lands and Survey. He was
Thistransaction. Icontend,is alonesufficienttodis-I also defea.ted. He, like the Attorney-General,
~ualify those hon. members concerned in it flom was well known to the constituency, had repreSItting as a Government in this House. If this I sented it before, and yet he was defeated by two
clause in the Act was intended to disqualify per- i men who previously had not appeared in public
sons from reing members of the House, how life. I take next the Solicitor-General, who was
much more applico<l.ble is it to the members of the defeated at Castlemaine, notwithstanding the sueGovernment. Suppose, for instance, that Mr. cess of his Mining Lease.'! Bill (laughter}, and
Brnce should not be able to carry out this con- through which so· lar~ a number of
tract, the Government would be bound to have pounds have been expended. He also had
it carried out, even to the ruinof the contractors. previously represented Castlemaine, and was
I would ask, Is it likely that they would do so defeated. I come next to the hon. the
when perhaps it might entail a personal loss to .Treasurer, who was defeated at Collingwood. I
themselves of 3O,OOOl.? Their interest would am quite sure that no one in this House, when it
rather be to maintain the contractors in their broke up, would have believed that he would
pORition. These contracts depended on their have been defeated. I believe that he always
proper measurement in order to be carried out thought, instead of being defeated, tha.t he
honestly for the country. If Ministers were to would have been at the head of the poll. On
be mixed up with these contracts, why not Mr. the day of the declaration of the poll at CoIlingDarbyshire also? And I would then ask what wood a voice in the crowd cried out, " Leave the
guarantee we should have that these con- Ministry, and we will support you." I believe
tracts would be carried out honestly? such was the case, and that Mr. Ha.rker, had he
Will not a friendship arise between these not been a Minister, would have been returned
parties and the contractors? I say it is the by a large majority. (Hear, hear.) It is quite
duty of all partics in this country to decide at true that all these rejected candidates, with the
once that no persons connected so closely with exception of the Attorney-General, were rethe railway contractors as several members of turned for other constituencies by reason of exthe Ministry should remain any longer in office. treme promises-two of them by narrow, and
(Hear, hear.) There is another matter con- one by a large majority. I believe that a large
nected with this question towhich I would allude. number of those gentlemen who are members
This transaction, on "hich the Press of the of this House obtained their seats simply
colony has boldly expressed an opinion, when because they were opposed to the Ministhe news of this transaction reaches England- try; and very few, if I may judge from their
a1'ld it has done so already-I would ask what speeches, ventured to defend them. Even Mr.
will be the effect of it in the money market? Myles, who has always been known for his
What effect will it have on our debentures, espe- consistency, could only say that the Ministry
cially after the unpleasant affair of the Geelong were not so very bad. I would refer, in conRailway, which has already had a bad effect on elusion, to the statement which has been made by
our debentures? When it is announced that the Solicitor-General1 that the Opposition would
the Government of the country, elltrusted with be put into a consiaerable fix, that they were
the expenditure of these sums of money, are diVIded among themselves, and would be cutting
parties to the contract, I have no doubt that each others' throa.ts before many days. I am
our debentures will be affected, and if only to quite aware that there are differences of opinion
a small extent it will be a serious loss to the amon,: the Opposition. (Hear, hear.) Where
country, while those gentlemen will be enjoy- men are honest it is a very difficult matter to
in~ their pickings out of the contracts. I think agree on every question.
I know there are
thlS reallon alone is sufficient to show that the differences of opinion, and so long as men act
Government are not entitled to the confidence of honestly there always will be. (Hear, hear.)
the country. I would like, before I sit down, to It's quite possible, however, that the Opposition
show that the Government have not the confi- are sufficiently agreed as to carry on the business
dence of the country. (Hear, hear.) This has of the country. (Hear, hear.) Perhaps quite
been shown by the result of the elections. If I as much agreed as the members of the
can show, Sir, that the Government have not the present Ministry.
I "ouId like to know
confidence of the country, then I am justified in whether they are all agreed on all questions. I
making this motion. I may remind the House was rather surprised, considering the importance
that four members of the Government were re- which the question of Education has assumed,
jected in the late elections, and I may remind that nothillg was s.'\id about it in His Excellency's
the House that these four gentlemen were can- speech. (Hear, hear.) Was the reason not bedidates for four of the most important constitu- cause that in the Hon. the Treasurer we have the
encies in the colony. At St Kilda Mr. Chap- advocate of the National system of education,
man was at the bottom of the poll- and of the Denominational system in the Chief
so low, indeed, as
to be a ma.tter Secretary? Was it not because the Government
of surprise when the number of his opponents could not agree on anyone system? I will take
were considered. I say this was a most SllrpriS- another question-the Land question. Do the
ing result when the ~eat experience of the Ministry agree with the opinions expressed by
Attorney-General is consIdered. His experience the Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands and
in all matters connected with this House was Survey at Richmond? How did they accord with
such as to make him a very snitable member of those expressed by the Hon. the Solicitor-General
it, and one such ll8 any cORstituency should be at Maryborough? The Hon. the Commissioner
D
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of Crown Lands went in for free grass at Rich- at any rate, these are the views of two members
mond. (Laughtpr.) (Dr. Evans-"Never,never.") of the Ministry, the one to a deputation at RichI will read adocument signed by the hon. gentle- mond, and the other to Mr. Hector NOnBan
man. (Dr. Evans.-" No, no.") It was given to a Sirnson, at Maryborough. I may conclude by
deputation which waited upon him to ascertain mentioning the threats which have been held out
his views on the Land question, which it appears to any new Government which may take office.
that he had not very distinctly expressed at a This is language which has never been held in
meeting, or had not been very clearly understood. the British Parliament, where every 8.'lsista.nce
I will read the document, as follows, and call the has been ~ven to a new Ministry takmg offire by
attention of the House to the extract respecting the outgomg Government, who have always felt
.. free grass" (Dr. Evan's.-" No, no.)
however popula.r and strong they might be,
" , In reply to the deputation, Dr. Evans said that their own turn would come. I beg, Sir, to
tha.t the exposition of his views as conta.ined in move the amendment.
the above paragra.ph is tha.t which he wishes
Mr. SERGEANT seconded the amendment.
the country to understand as hIS principles.
The SPEAKER, in attemptmg to read the
That he interprets the programme to mean t,hat amendment, found so much difficulty in decipherthe lands once resumed (as indicated in the ing the illegible writing, that he decided to get
eighth clause) all exclusive occupancy should it copied by the Clerk before he read it to the
cease, and that, personally, he believes there House.
Mr. BARKER then rose, and said.- Mr.
should be no re-lettin~ of these unsold
lands to any new tenants. That he de- Speaker, though I did not h~ar the last speaker
sires, however, to use this limitation, that With sufficient distinctness to enable me to
the geodetic survey should precede the selec- follow his speech closely, yet from the terms of
tions; which survey should, if the country will the amendment he has proposed, I can easily
grant the money for it, be accomplished within conceive its tenor, and no doubt its object is tit
the two and a.-half years. Further, that his throw the present Ministry out of office. We
opinion is that free selection should be the uni- do not require English precedents as reasons to
versal rule, and the auction system. as applied to justify the hon. member in the course he is
town and suburban lands, generally admItted to pursuing. I quite a.gree with him - and
be of exceptional value, should be the exceptiou apart from any precedent he might adto the rule, and that Dr. Evans seeks the suf- duce-that if a majority of the members in this
frages of the electors of Richmond on these ~ouse have .not confidence ~n Ul!.. the sooner they
principles.
gIve expressIon to that feeling the better for the
" , Signed in the presence of Dr. Evanscountry and the members of the House them" 'G H BATTEN
selves. And in making this staten:.ent, and
standing _as I do before this House now as one
" , CilRISTOPHER CUTTER
' o f the Ministry, I wish the House and country
" , JOHN DOBEL
to consider the vast differences existing between
" , JOHN CUTTER:
.. N t
. -th' (Monday) morning-M
o~rselves and .parties engaged in civil or criIS
E
f h: mlllal cases ID the Supreme Court. There
ex mommg·
Batten forwarde~ to pr. vans a copy 0 t IS the facts and circumstances are brought forward
~wer, and r~celved I~_acknowledgment from dis~inctly. 'Y hat are the facts on the present 00him the follOWing letter.
caslon? Is It not a well-ascertained fact that
u George-street, ~ast Melbourne,
without giving the present Ministry an oppor~
.
April 4.
tunity to make any defence or state their
u, Dear Sa,-I have to thank you for a copy case fairly,
the Opposition have jumped
of the memorandum of what I stated to a de- to the conclusion that we are unworthy
putati.on from R: n?mb& <?f my late constituents to fill our offices. (U No" and U Yes.") If we
last mght, and It 18 suffiCIent for me to add that have been 20 months in office surely those parit is a true and faithful .report of th~ sub- ties who take our defects for ~nted, have had
.stance of what pa.sl!ed. WIthout pres,!mI.ng to ample time and opportunities to point out what are
speak on behalf of my ~0.ne~ue£', thIS IS the our deficiencies. I think that at least the hon.
meaninlr I attach to the M~mstenal program.me, member who brought forward the charges against
and it was what I was statmg o.n Thursday night us IS bound to prove his case. Are we to be dis.
carded for such paltry-( uNo no" and U Order"}
when interrupted by. the confus10n. .
U • I am, dear SIr, yours very falthfully,
-such paltry and childish reas'ons'as those brought
U 'GEO. SAlI. EvA..NS.
forward? I would wish to know, if such is to be
U 'G. H. Batten, Esq., &c:.u
t.he case, what Ministry is likely to continue in
I would ask the House to say whether this does office 110 as to transact the business of the
not mean that the hon. member is in favour of country properly?
There is a good deal
free grass? (Laughter and U No, no," from Dr. said
aoout
business
being
properly
Evans.) Well, I wili leave the hon. member to attended to, but how is it to be so, if MiDlsters
make his own explanation. I come next to the are to be subject to the continual misrepresentaSolicitor-General, who, in reply to a question tion of parties? As one of the members of a
from a well-known squatter at Maryborough, Ministry so attacked, I will say that this is what
said there were certain vested rights of the woe complain of. We know that before the eleosquatters to preserve, and in office or out of tions commenced a certain association was formed
office he would never vote for free grass and expressly with the intention of prejudicing the
buahranging. (Laughter.) I think, therefore, J!ublic mind against the Ministry. (Cries of
that I may safely come to the conclusion that 'No," and "Yes.") That association WIth ~cu
the Govemment are divided on the Land ques- liar wisdom, chose for its title that of the' Contion. (U No, no," from the Government.) Well, stitutional Association;" but no doubt the counI
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try has, or ought to havel found out long before
this, that it would be better called an assoI think I
ciation of JX?litical traders.
am quite nght in daring those parties
who brought forward certain charges to substantiate them. I see amon~ others before me an
hon. member who was chaIrman of that Associa.tion, and one behind him who may have been its
standing counsel, and they are bound, as honest
men, to substantiate what they have said against
us. I challenge them to do so. If they do not
~o through the whole of the char~es alluded to in
the manifesto of the A88OClation, It is not because
they do not wish to do so but because they cannot.
Have they proved their charges in the matter of the
educational question, about which so much had
been said by one hon. member towards the close
of the last Parliament? Does he prove his charge
of tampering to which he appears to have attached so much importance? If there ha.d been
any mISappropriation by the present Government, why did he not go in and prove it?
Mr. MICHIE.-I brought that charge against
the Ministry last session, and Mr. Harker had
an opportunitl of replying to it.
Mr. HARKER.-I know very well that in
replying to the learned member opposite I am at
a great disadvantage, because I have not been
one of those who have spent their lives in making
right appear wrong. (Voice.-" You are domg
it now.") He brought the char~e in this
way. He accused us of disproportionately
dividing the money voted by the House for
purposes of education. The condition attached
to that vote was, that the teachers' salaries
should first be paid; and one of the Boards, immediately on discovering this, set about increasing the number of teachers 80 much Ulat, in the
interval between July, 1858, to the end
of September, their number had increased 25 per
cent., while the increase in the vote only
amounted to about 4 per cent. How, then,
could all the teachers receive the same
amount of salary? This is my answer. The
next charge brought forward is that we have
tampered with the revenue, and that the revenue
is in a fearful state. No doubt. if damage has
been done by MIIDSters in depreciating the value
of debentures, the charge would be a serious one.
But how is the revenue damaged? The fact is,
that it is only since the present Ministry came
into office that the ordinary revenue has shown
any tendency to improve. When those were in
power from whom the complaints now come, the
revenue was below the average. To show how
the revenue is affected by the misdeeds of the
present Ministry, I will just read you the revenue receipts for four years. During the
year ending the 30th of Sepwmber, 1855, the
amount of revenue, exclusive of that derived
from Crown Lands, was 1,895,859l. for the year
ending 30th September, 1856, it amounted to
2,176,981l. ; for the year ending 30th September,
1857, it amounted to 2,115,615l. Now, had we,
when they were in office, been disposed to bring
such charges, we could actually have shown
-but we never attempted it-a considerable
deficiency arising from their misdeeds. Certain
things occasionally affect a revenue which no
human power can affect, and I don't say that the
present Ministry are the sole causes of it; but since
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they have been in office, the increase of revenue
has been very considerable. With figures
staring us in the face, what shall be said of
those gentlemen who bring these charges, and
who might have had the figures before them
if they had desired them? Shall it be said that
they put aside their love of countl1 for the sake
of damaging the present Ministry. I am quite
"illing to join in saying that it woul<1 be a crime
of the darkest dye to send statements home to
England calculated to reduce the val!le of the debentures. Having disposed of thcsf' two matters,
I now come to others that have beE'n referred to.
Certainly, the most singular feature in these
charges is, that we have nothing hut feneralities
-no bill of particulars. They sa.y,' You have
been guilty of many things, but we really can't
mention and particularise them." Will the) displa.y something more specific tha.n they have
done? Will members on the other side-fully
charged as they are-tell us what we 8.1'e to fight
against-in what we have come short, and then
we will give satisfactory answers. During the whole
of the 18 months we have been in office, has not
a single fact come out-not one gross case been
discovered? Has not some party's claim been
violated or superseded? In my own department,
with two exceptions, not one individual has been
inducted into a situation, except at the lowest
salary. In thtl departments of Land and Works
and Railways, a similar system has been adopted.
In the Chief Secretary's Office, I believe the
same system exists, and, with a few exceptions,
also in the Customs.
After a few words in allusion to the vague
nature of the case made out by the Opposition, Mr. Harker proceeded - If I haTe
any pleasure in my election to a seat in this
House it is derived from the fact that I get
therefrom an opportunity of making my defence,
and explaining a few matters personally concerning myself. Now I will refer to the handle
that has been made of certain expressions I used
at Collingwood. It is said that with reference
to the magistelial appointments, I called them all
U a mistake."
I meant by those words to say
that it was a mistake to weaken the power
of the Ministry. No Ministry in this
colony should throwaway any portion of their
strength, and if anything be done by which it is
weakened a mistake is committed. The ned
matter of which I shall speak is one in which
I am personally concerned-vlZ.,the railway contract of Me88l'1!. Cornish and Bruce, and the
guarantee given to them by a society of which I
am a director. The hon. member who spoke
last stated very fairly the facts of the case. He
said that that company got 4 per cent. for its
guarantee to the Bank of Victoria; but there is
a very strange complication of the affair, WhICh I
cannot account for. What is very imp:oper
in one man must also be highly reprehensible
in another; and therefore the hon. member who
moved the amendment must share the blame
cast upon a bank of which he is one of the
directors. (U Oh, oh.") Of all the strange
charges made, the strangest is this.
Mr. NICHOLBON rose to explain. Thosematters had never come to his knowledge, and lw
had never been connected with them. T~
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were made known to him when he was not in I The motion was put, and carried, and the
the colony.
. House adjourned at a quarter to 7 o'clock.
Upon the House resuming, at a quarter past 7
Mr. HA.RKER.-I am referring to matters
mentioned by himself. When he condemned o'clock,
the arrangement of the Guarantee Association
Mr. HEALES stated that it was not origina.lly
and discounting transaction of the bank, was his intention to take any part in the discussion,
it not his duty, as one of the dIrectors, to have although he fully concurred in the sentiments
protested against the proceedings? ("No, no.") expressed by the hone members on h:s side of
The hone member, too, replies a~ain to his own the House. His reason for coinciding with the
questions for even the ConstitutIOn Act, a por- amendment which had been proposed was, betion of which he read, limits such operations as cause the present Ministry, since they had been
he alludes to to companies of not more than 12 in office, had most unwarrantably distributed the
members. Now, the association I am connected patronage of their offices to their most violent
with has more tban 12 members, and the whole opponents. That such was the case was, he
transaction was a simple business one, in whic!l believed, most patent to every person who took
any man might be concerned. Is it to be taken any interest in political matters. It had shown
for granted that when a man accepts office he is itself more especially in Collingwood, and it had
to be taken to task for his conduct as a bank become a by-word there, that immediately the
director when he makes advances? (" Yes.") hone the Treasurer was elected, and got
All I can say then IS, that some of your into office, the members of his Committee
best men for holding office will have had been rewarded for their services. (" Hear"
to be excluded on that account. The num- from Mr. Ireland.) He was sorry to hear that
ber of fit men is limited enough already without "hear" from the hone member. (Laughter.) He
imposing such restrictions as shall rerluce the could understand a Minister of the Crown, if he
number still further. I shall not occupy your at- had patronage to bestow, when there were two
tention longer, and I should have had more plea- parties in the field, giving that patronage to his
sure in replying if my hone friend-for he is that friend (hear); but that had not been the case in
though he sits on the opposite side of the House Collingwood. More than one person appointed
-had gone more fully into his accusations. It to offices by the hone the Treasurer had been
is very unsatisfactory to hear the same charges discharged two or three days after the appointbrought month after month, without their ments were given to them, because they were
coming any nearer distinctness.
We now found incompetent and unable to fulfil the duties
come before the House to know what are allotted to them, and because the Ministry
the real facts of the case against us, and wished to save themselves from being
whether we can plead guilt} or not guilty. laughed at. (Hear.) Such a practice as
With these few remarks I shall conclude, and that did not, he thought, tend to raIse the polivote against the amendment.
tical character of any Ministry or of the country;
The SPEAKER now announced that the and because a man exerted himself to procure
amendment had been deciphered and copied, the return of members of the Ministry it was no
reason that he should be rewarded by having an
and he read it to the House.
Mr. HENDERSON rose to reply, but was office given to him. Unless the country set their
informed by the Speaker that he was out of order face against such a practice there would be
in so doing.
nothing but the grossest incompetency, and the
The question was then put, when
grossest corruption. Another charge he had to
Mr. HEALES stated that, before proceeding make against the Ministry was that on all occafarther with the discussion, he would call the sions, they had ignored the power of the Parliaattention of the House to a custom which ha-i ment, in the same way as they had the law of
formerly been observed-namely, the adjourn- the land. If the House left the Miment for half an hour for refreshment. (" No" nistry to administer the votes as passed by
from Mr. Horne, and cries of "Yes" from the House, it behoved the Government to do so,
other members.) He presumed that hone mem- and it was their duty to at once resign if they
bers would feel an adjournment quite acceptable found that they could not administer such votes.
at the present time (H No"), and he would move The Parliament had a right to believe that every
the adjournment of the debate for half-an-hour. vote passed would be respected by the Ministry,
Mr•. HORNE stated that the hone member had, and impartially administered; but that had not
a few minutes previously, brought forward l\ mo- been the case, and he would give the House one
tion to the effect that the House should not take or two instances which would support him in the
any fresh business after 10 o'clock in the evening. position he had taken. He would first of all
He (Mr. Horne).had generally found that 6 o'clock allude to an item on the late Estimates. A
extended to 8, and that a. great deal of time was sum of £150 was voted for the salary of a
thus lost. He considereu the adjournment was Clerk of Petty Sessions at Brunswick,
unnecessary, as if any hone member wanted a and a similar sum for the clerk at Collingchop he could easily find an opportunity of getting wood. A new Municipality, that of Fitzroy,
it without the tlffie of the whole House being sprang up, and the sum voted for BrunRwick
wasted. He trusted the House would not sanc- was appropriated to the payment of a clerk a.t
tion any such delay.
Fitzroy, leaving Brunswick altogether unproMr. M. KING said he could see no reason vided for. That was a charge which he believed
why the usual course should be deviated from. the Ministry could not refute. It was a case
The hone members OD the opposite side of the which came und6r his notice particularly-more
House had indulged in refreshment last session, than any other-and he quoted it to show that
and he (Mr. King) did not see why the new an., vote might be ignored in toto by the present
Mmistry the mOIT.ent the doors of that House
members should be deprived of it.
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'were closed. Another charge was one with reference to the r'l.ilways of the country. The Go'vernment had shown the featest mystery in
all their transactions, an a. determination
to withhold from the
Parliament the
information which ought to be given to it.
By one of the clauses in the Railways Act, it was
provided that the board should, soon after the
-eommencement of every year, lay before the
Parliament a statement of the expenditure for
,the ensuing year, so that Parliament might exer.cise a wholesome check over the expenditure
during the twelve months. That had not, however, been done; and the Government could not
plead ignorance, because on more tha.n one occasion the matter had been represented to them,
and they had pledged themselves that such a
statement should be prepared. It had not been
furnished, and he (Mr. Heales) believed that it
never would be-or, at any rate, not for some
time to come. The evil was not imaginary ;
and he believed that a most serious malappropriation had been made-perhaps out of
ignorance, but still there was no occasion for it,
had the Government abided by the clauses of the
Act. He found, on reference to the Government
Gazette, that little short of 4O,OOOl. had been contracted to be spent in the extension of the breakwater at WiUiamstown. He did not dispute the
necessity for such works, but it was sufficient for
him to show that there was nothing in the Act
which justified the Ministry in making such
works! and therefore it was improper
of them to violate the law of the
country.
A great deal had been said
by the hon. the Treasurer, and much more by
the hon. member for Castlemaine, which gave
much valliable information, and as an old member
of that House, he (Mr. Heales) felt obliged for it.
They had been told a great deal about the prosperous state of the revenue of the country, and of
the large amount of money which had been raised;
but howd~e would ask, had that money been
raised? Why, by a most questionable methodby the alienation of the lands of the colony.
(H No," from Mr. Harker.) He did not hold
with the system of raising money by such means.
The present Government had entered the House
with a great flourish of trumpets, and had
promIsed to give a Land Bill which
would suit the wishes of every person,
but instead of that they had adopted a system of
which they ought to be ashamed. It was very
well for them to try and lay the blame upon their
predecessors, but at the same time they were not
the le88 guilty. Any Government could by
selling the lands increase the revenue of the
.colony from 3,000 OOOl. to 6,000,OOOl.,anu very
little credit attached to them for so doing. As
.that part of the subject would be alluded to by
the hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury
- for upon the explanation given by him the
.atatus of that hon. gentleman depended, inasmuch as he (Mr. Heales) was given to understand
the hon. member was compelled, by retiring,
to wash his hands of the wholesale alienation
of the lands. With those few remarks he would
sit down. He believed he had made two charges
which were worthy the consideration of the
House; at the same time he would remark that if
the members on his side of the House allowed
themselves to be hoodwinked, they h~ far better
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have the O'Shanassy Ministry in perpetuity.
(U SO say I," from Mr. O·Shanassy.)
The question was then put, when
Mr. O'SHANASSY said-Sir, I feel somewhat at a loss to address myself to this subject,
because I believe that there are a number of
gentlemen on the opposite of the House
who Wish to remain In abeyance, and keep
what remarks they have to make as charges
against the present Ministry until the members
of the Government have spoken. :Now, Sir, if
the members of a House assembled under a Reform Government wish me to reply now, and not
have an opportunity of answering any other
charges which may be made against me, I will do
so; but at the same time I will ask the House if
it is fair that I should be called upon to speak
now if there are any other charges to be urged?
(hear) and I think it will be said that it is not
fair. (Hear.) Sir, I waited until you were about
to put the question to the House before I r9se, in
order to give hon. members on the opposite side of
the House an opportunity of speaking; and I am
quite willing now to adopt either course, because
it requires but little to answer the various imputations which have been cast upon myself and
colleagues.
(Hear.) If hon. members wish
to say more (" Yes") I will sit down, and hear
them.
Mr. WOOD asked whether the hon. member
would be entitled to address the House again ?
The SPEAKER reflied that he would not, according to the rules 0 the House; but at the same
time the request made by the hon. the Chief Secretary was, in his opinion, a most reasonable
one.
Mr. SNODGRASS mentioned, with reference
to a remark made by the Chief Secretary, that
only one member of the Government had, as yet,
addressed the House.
Mr. EBDEN then rose and said: Mr. Speaker
-Sir, lest the debate should flag-(hear)lest the hon. member who last addressed
the House should not have another opportunity of addressing it, I propose to make
a few remarks, especially as my name has been
handled during the last few days in the most unwarrantable manner. I am here, Sir, to support.
the amendment of my hon. friend on my right.
There can be no question that the Ministry have
lost the confidence of the country (hear, hear),
and they are well aware that they have long since
lost the confidence of my humble self (laughter)t·
but there are reasons for it, and I think that
shall not fail to show that theIr conduct, both in
the House and outside the walls of it, has been
sufficient to satisfy me that they ought no longer
to hold office as members of the Government of
this colony. When I say their conduct in
the Hous~~ I
mean that
from
first
to last r.p.eir conduct
has
been an
insult to the country, whether it be in disregardin~ the solemn resolutions of this House,
whether It be in the matter of the Estimates, whether It be that &.fter the House has decided that a.
certain amount should not be expended, and it is
afterwards spent in the face of such a decision, or
whether we have a proposition from the hon.
gentleman who no longer holds a seat on the
opposi*e side of the House, with reference to the
supplr of water to Williamstown, which proposition IS negatived by the House, and we after-

22

TaB VICTORIAN .BA.NSA.RD.

wardsdiscoverthat 15,OOOl. has been senttoEngland for the purchase of pipes in defiance of such
resolution, and this from a Government
who, on taking office, professed to have the
greatest regard for economy. Other Governments had been censured for the same
offence -for spending money without having
the sanction of the House, yet regardless of tha.t
the present Ministry have ventured to act in the
manner pointed out by me. But it is not only in
these acts of misaprropriation that 1 allude to,
but in their genera conduct, that the members
of the Government have disgraced the colony. 1
allude to their conduct in this House-I allude
to an occasion when, notwithstanding the pressing nature of the business to be transacted, they
left this House unrepresented by a single member of the Government. (" No.") 1 suppose
that there never was such a sight before as a
House deserted by the members of the Government, and 1 trust there never will be again in
this colony. (" No," from Mr. O'Shanassr.)
The hon. member says "No;" if it suits hlm
to say so, then I say he is peculiarly
unfit for the position he at present
occupies, and 1 say that, having expre~ed himself to the country in the most
extraordinary speech ever made by any
member of a MiDlstry out of the House, he has
insulteci the peoplel and, what is more, he gloried
in so doing. SUCh 18 the taste of that hon.
member, and I am not at all surprised to hear
him sal' "No." (Hear.) There are other acts to
which I might allude-for instance, the act in
the last scene of the drama performed in this
House on the night of the prorogation, when} not
prepared to proceed with the business ot the
country, they so far forgot their position and the
courtesy due to His Excellency the Governor, as
to make use of his presence to influence the
debate (hear), not only here, but in the Legislative
Council. Whatever may have been the views of the
Ministry, I will simply say that a more unconstitutional act was never before perpetrated by
an'y Government in the British dominions. I
thmk there is sufficient to convince me that the
hon. gentlemen who hold the reins of Government are not fit to hold them longer. As allusion
has been made by the hon. the Treasurer to a
.certain political Association-the Constitutional
AssociatlOn-and he has been pleased to denominate the members of it political traitors, I will
venture to remark that I think the hon. member
must have belonged to it himself, for a greater
political traitor I never heard of or saw. In Collingwood that hon. member is an adTocate for
frEe trade, and what does he say ?-that he
will oppose doing away with the export duty
upon gold.
Mr. HARKER called the hon. member to
ord~:, and stated that he ha.d at Collingwood, as
at maldon, said he was opposed to the present
gold duty.
Mr. EBDEN.-The explanation so far is satisfactory to me, and 1 am sure I should be the last
in this House to misstate anything the hon.
member may have said. If the hon. member
was in favour of the principle at Collingwood, he
W&8 certainly justified in being so at Maldon.
With regard to the establishment of a colonial
mint-a subject referred to by him- -I will not accuse him of any inconsistency, but the expediency
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of having a mint here is not the matter at i88ue
at thE' present time. With regard to the Constitutional A88ociatiQn, I believe it to be a most
useful institution, and it is one to which I am
not ashamed to belong. (H Oh, oh.") I have
had no sinister object in belonging to it..
("Oh, oh:')
It was formed with an
espeClal object, and I
trust tha~ it
has carried out that object; but certainly
not 80 fully as I anticipated. (Laughter.) But,
as nothing is perfect, I do not mind confessing
that 1 belong to such an association, and I de>
not think that the members of it should be called
br a member of the Ministry "political traitors."
SIr, I believe that the hon. members on this side
of the House are capable of being actuated bI
sound, honest, proper feelings and motives~ a.nd I
tell you and the country at large, that Whether
rightly or wrongly, 1 have come to the convictlOnl
that the present Government have not only ceasea
to enjoy the confidence of the country, but also
that of this House. I trust I shall prove, that in
making that statement, I am perfectly correct.
I am not here to talk about the difficulties of
forming a Government. But I may say that it
would be doing the country a greater injustice
tha.n any hon. member would confess, if the
country was not able and capable of findmg n.en
better suited to fill the Government seats than the
present Ministry. Sir, I cordially support the
amendment.
After a considerable pause, no hon. member
rising to address the House, cries arose of
"Question," "Question."
On the SPEAKER putting the question,
Mr. AMSINCK said he was sUl1lrised that
hon. members on the Government slde were so
backward in addressing the House. Three members of the Government had not yet spoken at
all, although they had been freely arraigned by
most of the leading members on that (the Oppo.
sition) side. Such a COUlse was ill-judged. If
the Government were so confident of their case,
they could surely put up some one to reply in
their behalf-for the defence of the hon. the
Treasurer he (Mr. Amsinck) looked upon as no
defence at all. He (Mr. Amsinck) ha.d been
rather surprised by the hon. ~entleman's explanation as to his speeches at Collingwood
and at Maldon, and almost thought, in the
first instance, that his sentiments were
different at the two places; neither could he
(Mr. Amsinck) go with the hon. gentlp.man in his
explanations relative to the contract of Messrs.
Cornish and Bruce, for really it was a thin~ of
some moment that a company should be speClally
established for the sake of the personal profit of
members of the Government, by taking ad~antage
of an Act of Parliament.
Mr. HARKER.-The company was not established for any such purpose.
Mr. AMSINCK.-Well, it seemed very like it,
looking to the circumstances and the time 0 1its
establishment; and, at all events, it was objectionable and contrary to all precedent that
members of a Government should be in the
position of certain members of the present
Ministry. The hon. gentleman proceeded at
some length to express his diBSent from various
points contained in the Address, especially the
clause referring to the establishment of
a Mint, which he characterised as hypotheQcal,
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and therefore objectionable in the official programme of a Ministry. He dissented also from
the idea of the abolition of the export duty,
though if the tax were raised it should be
specially devoted to the benefit of the localities
from whence it came. The hon. gentleman proceeded to criticise, in condemnatory term'!, the
conduct of the Government in the management
of the elections, and in delaying the assembling
of Parliament. As to the Ministry itself, the
hon. member for Castlemaine, in conversation~
had jocularly put it to him (Mr. Amsinck)
whether, supposing he (Dr. Macadam) were to
get up and describe it as the best the colony ever
had~ he would be laughed at. He (Mr. AmsinCk) reflied that he certainly would.
(Laughter.
Dr. MACADAM said he had never looked
upon the hon. member as the depository of his
political sentiments, and did not recollect an,.
such conversation.
Mr. AMSINCK said it was hardly worth while
the hQn. gentleman taking so much notice of
what he had said. (UHear," and a laugh.) It had
been a jocular word between them, nothing
more. (Laughter.) In conclusion, he (Mr.
Amsiaek) trusted he should not be handed over
from one clique to another by any' change of
Ministry that might take place (hear, hear),
but that all combinations would be honourably
made, and not sketched out gratuitously beforehand. The hon. gentleman c,mcluded by saying
that he himself was not anxious for office,
though, as an independent member, he had a
p'erfect right to seek it, if he thought proper.
(~I Question," and H Divide!')
Mr. DUFFY said he had intended that his explanation should be made on the following day,
the second day of the debate. He would have
spoken earlier in the day had he not thought it
improper to introduce a personal matter into a
<luestion leading to a totally different issue. He
had then been in the House 10 hours, and
thought hon. members could hardly expect him
at that period of the evening to enter upon that
discussion. He knew that there were a great
number of gentlemen on both sides of the House
who did intend to speak, and he could not
understand their silence. They each appeared
to be waLting to have the last word, whicli to him
did not appear to be a very courageous proceeding. (Belli', hear.) The deba.te hitherto had not
been su...-.b. as the country had a right to expect
on such .. question; and although the other side
of the House might succeed in snatching a victory, the reasons thoy had shown were not such
as the conntry would be satisfied with. He would
move the adjournment of the debate, and press it
to a diTision.
Mr. (i'SHANASSY could not see that the
reasons which had induced the hon. member for
Villiers and Heytesbury to retire from the Ministry s&1ould be a subject of discuBSion at that
precise period. If he had imposed on himself
the task of making that explanation it was a selfimposed one, and the honourable member might
have cheJen another opportunity. It was quite
possible that a vote of that House might make
the present Government & Ministry no longer.. but
that still would not affect the question, ana the
discWl8im would be conducted more freely when
betweenthem as priva.te individuals. He did not
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conceive that the private feelings of members
ought to be imported into the discussion, and,
therefore, he would vote against the adjournment
of the House. He had been listening attentively
to the arguments of the Opposition, and as yet
had heard nothing to which he felt hlJDself
called upon to repl>,. They (the Government)
were only a few indiVIduals, and were without any
compact, so that it was only fair that they should
know something more of the allegations to be
made against them before they replied. The
gentlemen opposite had made certain statements
but they were far from coherent, and it appeared
to him that they were afraid to bring any definite
charges against the Government simply because
th~ could be answered.
The motion for an adjournment of the debate
was then_put to the House, and lost.
Mr. SNODGRASS wished to know whether
it was the intention of the members of the
Government to reserve their volley until every
hon. member on the OJ>position side of the House
had spoken in turn. No 1eBS than three of those
memoors had spoken, and the Ministry had
vouchsafed no reply. (Hear, hear.) If it were
only in order to rouse the Government to a sense
of what was expected from them (a laugh) he
would take a part in the debate. He was of
opinion that the thanks of the House were due
to the hon. member who had moved the amendment to the Address for the very temperate
manner in which he had moved it; and, indeed,
for the temperate manner in which the
whole of the charges had been brought
forward against the Ministry by hon. members.
For his part, he thought they had made a mistake in being so moderate, and that it would
have been better if they had all been as candid
in expressin~ their opinions as he intended to be.
(Hear, hear.) It appeared that the Government
did not intend to say anything in reply to the
grave charges which had been brought against
them-for grave charges had been brought forward, although the hon. ~entleman who moved
the amendment had discla1med any intention of
being personal. Before discussing the advisability of dismissing the present Ministry from
office, he (lIr. Snodgrass) thought it would
be well to consider first how they came
into office. (Hear, hear.) Hon. members
would recollect the compact made by the
Government at that time with reference to
the Reform Bill, and that it Wall passed with ..
total departure from the principles in which it
was introduced. He alluded to-that to show the
degree of sincerity with which the Government
had carried on the business of the country. (A
great portion of the hon. gentleman's speech
was here inaudible, from the fact of hill turning
his back to the gallery.) He would next direct
the attention of the House to the manner in
which the hon'Jentleman at the head of the
Government h
acted throughout his term of
office. At one time he was to be found attending
the meetings of the Convention. He (Mr. Snodgrass) spoke with lP'eat respect of the Convention, and he beheved that if it had not
been for them the question of deferred
alteration
payments - in fact, that no
whatever in the land system would have
been introduced; and the Government would
have quitted their places, which they would do
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at the last moment, without anything in the shape
of a liberal land scheme. At another time the
Chief Secretary was to be found devotin¥ himself
to the advancement of the squatting mterests.
(Hear, hf'ar.) No doubt the hon. gentleman
(Mr. O'Shanassy) would assert that he had never
joined the Convention, but he would refer him to
the deputation of 19 :{lersons which waited upon
him from the ConventIOn, on which occasion he
(Mr. Snodgrass)was present. The fact was that
the hon. gentleman at the head of the Government wished to keep
right with his
friends who were disposed in favour of
the Convention. He mentioned these instances to show how difficult it was to
retain in office a Ministry composed of such opposite materials as the present one. The conduct
of the Chief Secretary was as much as to say, "I
will do what I ca.n to oblige all parties as long as
I can keep my position." (Hear. ) With regard
to the land policy which hail just been explainedl
it appeared to him that the Government la nu
system of ll. per acre was nothing more than the
system at present in force, with this difference,
that they proposed to confine it to the best lands
in the colony. The proposed municipalities
would only be equivalent to the present Road
Boards, and therefore when the hon. gentleman
came forward to offer this as a new land scheme
he (Mr. Snodgrass) could only say that something better might have been expected from him("What do you propose?" from Mr. O'Shanassy.)
The hon. gentleman asked him what he would
propose. He had proposed, two years ago, selection after valuation and after survey, and deferred payments upon condition that one-half of
the whole purchase-money had been paid off.
Dr. Macadam had taken great credit to the Government for the manner in which the railway
works had been prosecuted; but the arrangements they had carried out were in train before
the present Ministry came in.
:Mr. O'SHANASSY.-Except the money.
Mr. SNODGRASS.-Except the money, and
npon that question he thought the less said the
better. (Hear.) The question whether those
works were desirable had been settled months
and months before. He would now, however,
content himself with showing that the Government had, in one instance, broken their
engagements. The hon. member T.hen alluded
to certain works which the Government had
undertaken in the distnct of Dalhousie, and
which were still in abeyance, and referred to an
expression made me of by the hon. the Chief
Secretary, to the following effect :-" Shall I
allow any gentleman to come to my office. and
question my clerks?" If all hon. gentlemen
were permitted to as'mme the same tone and to
adopt the language which had been made use of
by the hon. gentleman at the head of the Government towards members on the Opposition side of
the House who conscientiously expressed their
opinions the sooner the Government of
this country was changed the better.
(Hear.) An objection had been made to
the vagueness of the charges which had been
preferred against the Government. One of these
charges was the manner in which they had exercised the patrona~e which they possessed. He
would a.ssert that they had confined their patronage entirely to those who belonged to the creed
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of the hon. gentleman at the head of the Government. (Hear, hear.) As an instance of this, he
would mention that a new Returning-Officer had
been appointed to his own district who was a
Roman Catholic. (Hear.) Two other appointments had also been made to that district, in both
of which cases the parties appointed had been of
that persuasion. (Hear, hear.) He could go as
far as to say that if those gentlemen had any
claim upon the country he would have made
no objection whatever to their appointment; but he found that no such claim
existed, and that the successful applicants came
over to this country from Van Diemen's Land.
(Hear, hear.) He would ask upon what grounds
:!\fr. Eardley Wilmot received his appointment.
He (Mr. Snodgrass) knew that gentleman some
time time ago, when he was a Protestant. He
was now a Roman Catholic. Let the hon. the
Chief Secretary state how it was that this person
was appointed, to the exclusion of older colonists,
who were then seeking employmeBt. (Hear,
hear. The hon. member here entered into some
explanation relative to hIS own application to the
Mmistry on a previous occasion, the greater portion of which was lost to the reporters.) He
had pledged himself not to take office,
unless with the consent of his constituency.
Instead of one instance he could, if he chose,
quote fifty to prove the course which had been
pursued by the Government in disposing of the
a.ppointments in their gift. He protested against
a system which allowed only those who belonged
to the same religious creed as the hon. the Chief
Secretary to reap the benefit of his patronage.
Reference had been made to the elections at
Kilmore and other llaces, where the laws had
been . e n violate. (Hear, hea.r.) In one
place the Returning Officer had admitted as
many as he pleased into the polling-booth,
where fighting and scuffling, and the most disgraceful outrages had taken place.
(Hear
hear.) Intimidation of the grossest kind h~
been made use of, to which he would further
allude upon a future occasion, for it was
his intention to· take the matter up. (Hear, hear.)
In his own district the same course of intimidation had been pursued but he had fortunately
met with an intelligent bench of magistrates, who
had afforded him protection. He would say,
therefore, that if no other reason existed, the
disgraceful course which had characterise!l the
Ministry in thei)' oountenanceing this mode ef
threatening and bullying was sufficient gl'ound
for putting them out of office. (" Hear, hear,"
and" Oh, oh," from the Ministenal benches.)
The House would at once make up their minds
that such a system must be put down. (Hear.)
He did not object to any upright and hooost
means of carryin~ through an election, but he
would raise his VOIce against permitting a parcel of
ruffians, paid for their services, to influence and
intimidate persons from Iegibterinlr their votes.
(Hear, hear.) So much was he dIsgusted with the
proceedings on the occasion he referred to that
he declined proposing the customary vote of
thanks to the Returning Officer. Hon. members
would observe that the whole casehad now been laid
before them in the most temperate manner by the
hon. member (Mr. Nichoison), and he must repeat that, If the accusations were found to be
ba.'!ed upon truth, any Ministry who gave their
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'Support to such proceedings ought at once to be
deprived of the office they held. (Cheers.)
Doubtless the hon. members who formed
the Ministry would assert that they did not
-coulltena.nce these doings, but several cases had
been mentioned upon the merits of which hon.
members could judge for themselves. Among
others there was one to which publicity had ·been
given through the public Press. He alluded to
the case of Regan, (H Hear, hear,"and laughter
from the Government benches,) where an m'Stance was quoted in which deliberate murder
had been committed and no punishment had followed. (" No, no.") He believed it was a murder, and that ofa most fearful character. ("Hear,
hear," from several voices.) Of one thing he was
perfectly convinced, and that was, that nothing
was more calculated to give rise to the spirit of
rowdyism, which was already too prevalent in the
mining districts, than the fact of the murderer
having been pardoned by the Executive. (Hear,
hear.) He would next refer to the explanation promised by Mr. Duffy. He conceived that hon.
member was entitled to bring his motion before
the House. He (Mr. Snodgrass) believed that
the hon. gentleman had been obliged to put up
with a good deal of overbearing exercise of
power on the part of the Chief Secretary, such
as no hon. gentleman ought to submit to. (" Oh,
oh," and "Hear,hear.") For his part he had never
met with rudeness from the hon. member at the
head of the Government, except upon one occasion, but that occasion had been quite enough
for him.
(Laughter.) Other hon. gentlemen had, he oelieved, experienced similar
He trusted Mr. Duffy would
discourtesy.
not lose the present opportunity of placing
before the country an explanation of the circumstances which led to his retirement from office.
(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Snodgrass) had heard
the Chief Secretary denounce the statements of
that hon. member as destitute of truth. He
trusted that Mr. Duffy would not wait until
other hon. members on the Opposition side of
the House had spoken, and, by letting the present time go by, give occasion for the HouRe to
'Say that he was afraid to Flpeak. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. O'SHANASSY rose and said, it would be
an insult to the House and a waste of their tlme
for him to follow the last speaker in all that he
had said, becall86 it was as patent to the House
as it would be to the whole country the next
morning, that the gentlemen opposite were afraid
to make statemeRts and accusations for themselves and so were obliged to take them at
second hand. It was the unfortunate position of
the hon. members opposite to him that they were
indebted for their information to all sorts of
The
flying reports and current rumours.
hon. member for St. Kilda delighted in
doing this, and floating on the popular breeze of
the moment. He (Mr. O'Shanassy) had vainly
waited to know what were really to be the charges
brought, and had listened for several hours, but
on that topic all were as silent as the tomb. This
was a hard thing to a man anxious to see the truth
triumph in every case. He had before coming
into the House jotted down a few of the subjects
which would most probably be touched upon that
night-and it was not easy to be mistaken. Anybody fa.miliar with the current literature

of the day might have seen the stock
subjects which had been repeated from day to
day. The people read them in the newspapers
continually until they said to themselves,
that there really must be some truth in them.
Of all these, the principal subject was that of the
patronage exercised by the present Government.
It was surprising so little capital had been made
out of it that night. The hon. member for East
Melbourne, who made so much out of it during
the elections, was now silent. He spoke of it at
the Chamber of Commerce, and to his constituents so often that it made some assurance that
all he said about it was true. How silent was he
now! (A voice- -"Time enough.") There was the
courage of the Opposition! A member could
speak fast enough to his constituents and launch
out objurgations against those who were not
present; but now they could sit down, hold their
tongues, and cry, "Tlme enough!" The word
was a key to their character, and by-and-bye
they would come out of the House and say,
"What a victory we have had!" That was fine
conduct for the first meeting of the reformed
Parliament. He could make very little arrangement of his subjects before, and could have but
very little inklin~ of what was to be brought
against the Ministry.
There was the
Vaughan and Wild affair: that could not be
missed. They could not do without the address tlf the hon. member for West Bourke,
who alluded to the tremendous rowdyism
displayed at Kilmore during the election, with
that chival~ that always distinguished a nava.l
officer. Thls kind of attack was the bond of the
parties, and the promised foundation of constitutional Government. A Constitutional Association was to be another term for Constitutional
Government; and he would remark
at the
first admission in Parliament of the existence of
that association took place that ni~ht. But it
was never told to what in reality thelr signatures
were appended-what banded them together?
Why did they not say they were the last remnant
of a band of :politicians who were not successful
in obtaining mfluence in the last Parliament,
whe had been leading men at one time but who
had long since died of inani.tion? Why did they
not tell the country that they had banded
together only to regain their lost ground by
opposing the present Ministry? He said, and
would avow, that the fact of their connection with
an association that would not publish its objects
to the world rendered them unfit for office:
by so banding together they had proved that
they ought not to hold the reins of power.
Societies with a political end and object to serve
ought not to be unknown to the public, and the
Constitutional As~ociation was so. Now they had
made tha.t admission he would hold it over there
heads, and never lose an opportunity of pointing
out that, for the best postible reason, they ought
never to become Ministers of the country. They
might speak of rowdyism on the part of
electors, but there was not one-tenth the injury
done to society as by secret societies. What was
the Constitutional Association's o!>ject ? Was it
avowed? (A Voice-" Yes.") What was the
policy? It was exemplified there-in that amendment. Tha.t said they were anxious for satisfactory measures that would settle the people on the
E
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lands of the C()untry. There was all the Rubstance of the Association's vie.vs-change the
Government, a.nd they were prepared to walk into
office without any further decla.ration of policy.
Why did they not do as other men had done-put forth a pa.rticular programme? If they were
anxious to see certain principles carried out, why
did they not publish them, and attachtheh si!l;natures to it and see them carried into effect r For
himself he was not ashamed to join a political
association, but he never had and never would
belon~ to one that did not avow its objects. That
was his answer, and he was ready to declare that
their duty as citizens had been stultified by their
not giving publicity to the character of their
bond of union. The fact that they had not done
80 should di&entitle them to further confidence.
Mter raisi~ large subscriptions in a secret man!ler
and employmg agents throughout the country,
then they turned round and sa.id, U Oh, at every
place the cry is against the Government." Why,
at every place they had their paid agents to raise
the cry, and sustain it. Tney were not always
very lIuccessful.. however, for in his own district
there was a SOlicitor who received £50, and the
effect of his services was only to strike one name
oft' the roll. The -partisan had done everything
ill his power to eXClte the population in his district, and then made a handle of what he had
done, so as to be able to say, " See what you get
bl" O'Shanassy; see the rowdyism at Kilmore."
Were he to lay the report of the police magistrate
a.nd police inspector before them, they would see
that there was not one single act committed
during that election which could be pointed at,
except by one man, who got three months' imprisonment the next morning. Why had Kilmore
been singled out as the instance? The Press of
this city had refused to publish contradiction of
the statements that were made.
Mt. SNODGRASS W88 here heard to explain
tltat the Bench of Magistrates had acted on
statements made by officers of police.
Mr. O'SHANASSY replied that there was
not the slightest necessity for this extra police
force. However, it was an old political dodge,
and he recognill6d it as sllch. Tha.t election was
to be pointed at as the type of others, to damage
the cbaraeter of the present Ministry. Having
given funds for the purpose, the Association
came forward and pointed to the unpopularity of
the Ministry. He a.sked those not mixed with all
this, and who felt at pedect liberty to jlldge, not
to be deluded by misrepresentations. Were they
pled~ to vote aga.inst the Ministry, let them
fulfil" their pledges; but if not, he would ask
them not to let it be supposed that their vote
had only been recorded from a sense of
ranoour, acoumulated during the last 18 months.
There was scarcely one member on the opposite
side of the Houe who was not identified with a
line of conduct arising from such a feeling.
I t Order."}
The SPEAKER here oalled Mr. O'Shanassy to
order.
Mr. O'SHANASSY bowed to the ruling of the
chair, and trusted that the provocation he had
received would be some excuse for the ebullition
of feeling he had given vent to. It was natural
that he should be excited when speakers made
accusations, a.nd, in8~ of bringing forward
proofs, appealed to the passions of the
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country, by allusions to reIW.on, and
other stock topics of partisans. Tnese would
account for the warmth of his reply. 80 much
for that matter. He would now reply on the
Patronage question. He challenged any single
one of his accusers to the proof that patronage
had been given to an individual who could not
boast of general fitness for the place to which he
was appointed. The records of the House were
there to disprove every iota of the charges adduced.
He undertook to say that every description of
office, whether with or without pay, would be
found, on analysis, to be fairly disposed.
How had he filled up the offices in the
University? Of the members of the Council
there were 3 members of the Church of England,
1 Wesleyan, a.nd 1 Catholic. Was that an instance of undue patronage? Now, take the
magistracy, and let the hon. member for St.
Kilda take a note of wha.t he was saying. His
(Mr. O'Shanassy's) predecessors appointed no less
than 235 magistrates between the 10th August,
1857, and the 10th March, 1858. Not a word
was said about these appointments, and all the
men were, of course first-rate. Let him say a
more exclusive lot co;Jd not be found. (A member
-" That includes the old list.") No, it was not so,
for between the 1st of March, 1858, and the 27th
of October, 1859,226 magistrates had been appointed by the present Government. Their predecessors' appointments were made within a
period of seven months-made very extensively, but very quietly. (A member-u But
they could all read and write.") He doubted
not but that they could do so very well, and were
very good magistrates. The number at present
altogether was 846, and he would stake his honour
and truth on the fact that bllt a5 of them were
Roman Catholics. ThiS was the partiality of the
Government; and were not the accusations likely
to make him excited and angry? The general
idea his opponents wished to convey was, that
no man could get an office without he had certain
qualifications of creed and country, but that
charge he answered with a fiat denial. There
was not a scintilla of truth in it. Now, as to the
complaints made of the Returning Officers, he
believed that throughout the entire country,
there were not more than ,hree Catholic Returning Officers to 47 or 49 electoral districts.
With respect to the gentleman alluded to, who
was recommended by the hon. gentleman who
spoke last as a. magIstrate, several offers were
made to him to become Returning Officer for
the borough of Kilmore, but he refused to accept
the appointment, and the Returning Officer of
Anglesea had eventually to take the office. In
choosing Returning Officers those gentlemen
were chosen who were not ple~ed to any
strong views in politics. (" No, No.") Take
the City of Melbourne, for example, where the
Returning Officers were the Mayor, Dr. Wilkie
and Mr. Tuckett, and no three more impartial
gentlemen could have been chosen; to Geelong
-to any district, let them look, and say whether the Returning Officers were men violently
pledged to himself.
Mr. SERGEANT.-Ballarat west.
Mr. O'SHANABSY.-Who was the Returning
Officer there.
Mr. SERGEANT.-Mr. W. C. Smith.
Mr. O'SHANASSY replied that he did not
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think Mr. W. C. Smith was to be complained of
as a bad man. He could only say if this sort of
conduct were imitated, no respeo1;a.ble man would
be found to undertake the office of ReturningOfficer at a.ll. He would go further, and say, let
them go through all the public offices, and they
would be unable to find cause of complaint.
There were 40 wardens and he had had five vacancies to fill up. He had appointeH two Ca·
tholics and three Protestants to those vacancies.
Of these 40 wardens, not three .were Catholics.
On what ground did the Opposition go? They
had not even the shadow of a pretence
for their accusations. The previous Government
were surely exclusive enough, for they w::mld
give no office to Catholics save in the police force.
He avowed in that House that he would join no
Government that excluded men from office on
the ground of country or religion. The hon.
member who spoke last had endeavoured to ~ive
some reasons for leaving the Ministerial side of
the House, and had attributed it to his (Mr.
O'Shanassy's) rudeness.
Mr. SNODGRASS explained that the dispute
had first arisen in respect to land policy.
Mr. O'SHANASSY continued.-Heunderstood,
then, that for once in his life he had been rude.
The difference about land policy had arisen in
consequence of the hon. member moving a reSDlution binding the House in his (Mr. O'Sha.n&l>8Y's) a.bsenc~ which somewhat involved the
Government. The language he used to the hon.
member was, " Are you a friend or a foe? if the
latter, go to the other side of the House:' That
was the rudeness. The effect of another statement put forward by the hon. member he was
not prepared to endorse. He applied for an appointment as Commissioner of Police, but was
refused, on the ground that he was not a tit person to be intrusted with the lives of the people.
Mr. SNODGRASS here spoke a few words,
which were inaudible in the gallery.
Mr O'SHANASSY next alluded to Mr. Snod·
grass's remarks on his speech at Kilmore, and
said that that gentleman attended the meeting
to report it to the Reformed Parliament. That
speech was only correctly reported in the Geelong
AdtDerliser, which had also been the only journa.l
in which it ap~ed fully. Not a word or sentence of the kind alluded to by the hon. member
was to be found in the speech. Nor was the remark
spoken of made at his hotel, in whichplacethehon.
member had thrust himself, and he (Mr.
O'Shanassy) had not thought it worth while
to be angry. He had now disposed of what had
been brought forward agaiWlt him. He challenged
proof of appointments not having been f&11'ly
and equally made to all classes of the community. It was the English practice rIot
to appoint those who were opposed to
the Government politicsl and he could not
Bee why this colony snould be ashamed to
follow the example. They had been told by the
mover of the amendment that the proper course
had been taken, and the English precedent
had been followed. The difference of the two
cases was that in an old-established Parlia.ment like that of England the House
was divided into two great parties. The division
of Whigs from Tories made a great and very
proper distinction; but there was nothing of that
kind in Victoria, and the parallel did not hold
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good. The hon. membe!' who moved the amendment had said the Ministry did not possess the
confidence of the House. Did he possess that
confideJWe? There were others who thought
with the hon. member, but if brought
before the House could it be said they
possessed its confidence. What had they done?
Had they avowed any particular line of policy?
'How about the Land question! There was one
Solicitor-General-expectant who advocated the
sale of land by valuation.
Mr. MICHIE wished to say he was not aSoIioitor-General-expectant.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said he had not referrecl
to Mr. Michie, but to a gentleman near him
who advocated the principle of valuing lots
here and there and selling them by free
selection.
The hon. member for the Ovens
had at least the courage to avow his opinions, which all hon. members near him did
not possess. What policy could be expected from those who had never declared
any, and who yet hoped to get a declaration from
His Excellency, expressing" gratitude to Divine
Providence." However, he would not rest satisfied till he had wrung from them an exposition of
their policy which if not given in the House
should be obtained on the hustings. They should
not evade doing so. The case of Regan was next
brought in by the Chief-Secretary expectantand not wisely, for any future Ministry must expect to be treated in the same way. He was permitted by His Excellency to explain a little of
that matter. First of all, he would say he was
not present when it was :first determined not to
carry the sentence into execution. He had the
authority of the Governor to say, that His Excellency would be very happy to lay before the House
all the papers connected with the case, if an
address were presented to him in the usual way.
He was alsoauthorued by His Excellency to state
tha.t the story that Regan's sentence was cornmuted because he was a Catholic was
entirely false.
No doubt other matters
would be Boon brought to light which would
astonish some of those gentlemen who had made
so much political capital out of the affair. The
deliberations of the Executive Council were
known to be secret, and political capital was
sought by those who well knew tha.t the
House must meet before any expla.na.tion could be given. There were distinct grounds for the commutation, and it must
be borne in mind that the Governor could &et independently in the matter if he thought fit. It
would be one of the greatest misfortunes tha.t
could happen if the Executive Council were a
tribunal whose proceedings were to be brought
before the public, for the proper ful1ilment of its
functions ofmercy depended on the secrecy of its
movements. The Judges of the land were
present a.t such deliberations, and if
new facts were brought forwatd a. prisoner got
the benefit of them. He (Mr. O'Shanassy) was
prepared to say that that unfortunate man did
not commit murder. The commutation did not
rest on any circumstances connected Wlth the
man's religion. Now, he believed, he had answered most of the imputations sought to be
cast on him save tha.t brought by the hon.
member for the East . Bourke Boroughs.
That gentleman had made a strong appeal to
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those near him on behalf of a very liberal Land
Bill, the effect of which would be to throw open
large tracts of land to anyone with capital to
invest. What had been done in this matter by
the present Government? 615,000 had been
offered for sale, and yet the Government were
accused of floodmg the market, when they were
authorised to sell 700, )()() acres.
Mr. SERGEANT.-629,OOO acres have been so
sold.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY said he had had his figures
from the Treasury, and the difference was not
great. The Government could not be brought to
task for committing the mere administrative act.
If the Government stopped selling all at once,
what would become of the roads and bridges that
had to be made, and how would the votes of the
House be carried out? (A memoor-u Reduce
expenditure,") They had done so, but the Parliament had not reduced theirs. The present Government could say what the last
could not, and that was, every vote of Parliament
had been or was being carried out. (U No. no. ")
To do so it was necessary a revenue should come
in. It had never been shown that that was
done which was not required, or not allowed by
Parliament. The tracts of land they had alienaied had been less in proportion to the sums realised for them than any ever sold b~f:lre in the
colony. So much for the land sales, then, and he
really could not see what next to answer. The
hon. member for Brighton had referred to the
closing scenes of last session, but was it unpardonable that men should go to a dinner,
especially at the close of a heavy session? Some
statement had been made about the waterpipes at the Williamstown pier; but he was
quite aware that opposing interests had operated
in the matter, and he did not mind saying,
he should think it a most dangerous thin~
to have attended merely to the interests of the Hobson's Bay Railway Company.
Complaint has been made of the course adopted
by us, but it came from a very peculiar source.
I consulted the Attorney-General upon the subject, and he gave it as his opinion that the Government had free power. That is the answer
I received from the Law Officltr of the Crown.
A great deal has been said with regard to the
Election arrangements. Some gentlemen said
that this Parliament would be called together in
thA month of May (" No.") The hon. member
f:>r East Bourke said May.
)ir. AMSINCK.-Imust have made a mistake.
Mr.O'SHANASSY.-Nodoubt-averygrievous
mistake (a laugh and cries of" No"). I hold
in my hand a report furnished to me
from a clerk in my office.
I had
it prepared, as I imagined that some
reference would be made to the subject, but as it
is rather long, I will not detain the House by
reading it, but will lay it upon the table. I am
certain that no Government could have called
Parliament together sooner than it has been
called; in fact, another Ministry might have
been some months longer about it. It was like
taking the census to have to place 170,000 persons on an electoral roll; and the repon; prepared
in my department shows that not one single
hour has been lost in completing the list. Only
two mistakes have as yet appeared in the list,
one which was brought under the notice of the
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House this day, being an error in the name of
the hon. member for the Wimmera. It has been
a neck-and-neck race to get the list colIlpleted in
so short a time, as the report will show. When I infonn the House that the Census Committee took
three months before it was properly organised, I
need not tell them what tr(luble there was in
placing the names of 170,000 voters on the roll.
1 do not say that there have not been some miEtakes, but I do say there is not the slightest
ground for complaint at the Parliament not
having been called sooner. As it is} I received a letter from the hon. the Presldent of
the Legislatlve Council, recommending me to give
the country members plenty of notice, in order
that they might not be prevented from coming
down through any family arran~ements; and we
gave them 13 days' notice. Wlth regard to the
wreck of the AdmelIa, I know, Sir, that my hon.
friend the Commissioner of Customs will be challenged with reference to that matter, so
I will take the opportunity of defending
the conduct of ,the Government now; and I
can say that if the hon. member who has accused
me can prove what he has said, I am prepared
not only to resign my office but to leave public
life altogether. (Hear.) If he can prove that I
have been guilty of inhuman conduct I am prepared to resign office and Parliament. That is a
fair challenge, Sir, and he ought not to resist it :
but what is he prepared to say? If he can
prove anything against me I challenge him to
the proof. (Hear.) I say that there was nothing
which I could do that was not done. Here is
some proof. Learning from a friend of mine, Mr.
Wharton, that he had some facts which would
tend to remove some misapprehensions, I wrote
to him a note, and received a reply to It. The
hon. gentleman than read the following correspondence :" Chief Secretary's Office, Melbourne,
" October 4, 1859.
"D. Wharton, Esq., 3 Queen-street.
" My dear Sir,--May I request you to favour
me with a brief statement of the facts which
came under your observation, when present at
two interviews in my office in connection Wlth the
wreck of the Admella, and the considerations of
the course of action suggested for adoption by
the Government towards rendering assistance?
The frequent misrepresentations urged before
the public in this matter (wilfully, I have little
doubt, in most cases,) inclines me to get from
you a statement of the real facts, for record.
U Perhaps you would be good enough, also, to
fll.vour me with the names of those gentlemen
who were present at the second interview, when
a request was made to send the Niger.
U I am, &c.,
U J. O'SHANASSY."
U Melbourne, October 8, 1859.
« My dear Sir,-ln reply to your note asking
me to state what actually occurred on the various
occasions I waited on you, in company with other
gentlemen, relative to sending assistance to the
passengers and crew on the wreck of the Admella,
I can only say that when, on Tuesday, the 8th
August, the agent and myself asked you to send
the Victoria to the scene of the disaster, you
evinced the utmost promptitude and alacrity in
ascertaining whether it was practicable to send
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.any communication to that vessel (then assisting
to lay the electric cable to Tasmania), ordering
her to the wreck. When this was found to be
impossible, you expressed_great regret, at the
same time coinciding with Mr. Little, that from
the tenor of the South Australian telegrams, the
·steamer from Adelaide would be able to do all
that was necessary in saving the lives of the
survivors.
"The second time I saw you was on Friday,
the 10th, when I was accompanied by some
gentlemen whom I accidently met on my way
to the Government offices, thus forming an impromptu deputation. Our object was then to request you to use yourinfluence in getting H. Mo's
st~amer Niger sent to assist the Lady Bird in her
endeavours to secure those still reported to be on
the wreck. On seeing the agent you complained
of having been misrepresented at a prevIous interview which had taken place between that
gentleman and yourself, and you likewise added,
that in consequence of that, it would only be fair
to yourself, as a public man, that any request
incidental deputations had to make to you should
be J?ut in writing, as other mistakes might occur
-agam, to the injury of your political reputation;
and that, in fact, some of your opponents had
already made capital out of a statement which
had appeared in one of the Melbourne journals.
You then told the deputation what actually occurred on the occasion referred to, which, to the
best of my recollection, was to thiS effect, VIZ:That certain gentlemen, after the Lady Bird
had actually sailed for the wreck, asked you to
pay some 3OOl. for extra msurance, in reply to
which you said you had no power to do so, but
would use your influence with your colleagues to
have it done. You then entered into the business of the deputation present, who wished to
have the Niger sent. You stated you were not
aware such a vessel was in the harbour, no official communication having reached you that such
was the case, but on ascertaining the fact you
proceeded to the Governor, who despatched a
messenger to find the captain, and you appointed a later hour for the deputation to return,
m order that you might have time to see the
captain, and confer with him. On our return you showed us a written opinion
of that gentleman, expressing the inutility
of the proceeding; but on further considering
the matter with the deputation, you on your own
responsibility, gave Captain Lawrence a carte
blanche to purchase whaleboats, or anything else
that might be considered necessary, and recommended us to see Captain Cracroft himself, who,
as you are aware, consented to proceed.
"In conclusion. I may state as my positive
belief, thata great 'deal of the outcry and obloquy
which have been thrown on your shoulders on this
occasion should have been visited on Mr. Little,
the agent, who from the very first showed a
degree of levity and malice scarcely credible,
partly from flippancy of disposition, and from the
captain of the Admella and himself having an
irreconcilable quarrel, originating in the openly
expressed mistrust of the captain as to the_appropnation of the drawings of the steamer. When I
asked the agent of the steamer to accompany me
to see you on the first occasion, he poSitively refused to do so, saying that it was not incumbent
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on him, and he had positively to be taunted
with apathy in the matter before he
would leave the office. Subsequently, when
he found that there was ~eat excitement, and
that there would be a pubhc outcry against somebody, matters became so serious he, with a degree of low cunning, of which he has abundance,
adroitly diverted public attention to you, as a
man of mark.
" I remain, &c.,
(Signed)
"R. WHARTON.
"Names of the deputation, (first interview) :Mr. N. P. Muir, Mr. Dalgety, junior, Mr. Bertheau, Mr. Henriques, Captain Lascazas (late
French consul).
"Second interview, as before, with the addition
of Mr. Klingender, Mr. Power (of Power and
Rutherford), and Captain Lawrence."
Now" Sir, that is a statement volunteered by a
gentleman living in the city of Melbourne, a.
merchant: and I believe connected with this very
firm. I happen to have by me every telegram
which I received from Adelaide and Mount Gambier during the time of the recent disaster, and 1
can say that from that time to the present moment I have never received an official telegram
with regard to the wreck. On the Tuesday Captain Hawkes asked me to despatch the Victoria.
sloop. Upon making inquiry, I ascertained that
she was at King's Island-he waiting at my
office until I received an answer. In the meantime the Lady Bird was despatched. Mr. Henty,
a gentleman who I believe to be in this House at
thelresent time, or else his brother, refused to
sen the Lady Bird at first, but after a. conversation he had with Mr. Little she was sent.
Mr. HENTY stated that he had had nothing at
all to do in the matter, although he might possibly
be able to throw some light on the subject.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I have no objection
whatever to receive any information. ThiE' I d!)
know, that when the vessel was sent, Mr. Little
said, .t I will go now to the Government and try
and get them to guarantee the insuranc~h or else
we can get it by private subscription." When he
came to me, I told him that, if he could show
that he had sent the vessel to save the wreck, I
would see what could be done to repay him.
What had that, Sir, to do with refnsing to save
life? But people say, the Government refused
adsistance. The Government went to the expense of 3OOl. The Niger happened to be in the
Bay at the time, and we asked the captain to go
round tu the wreck. For some time he hesitated
about going, but, at last, we persuaded
him to go, and we provided him lifeboats and men.
Sir, I have dillmissed
this matter - one of the stock charges
made against me at the election-I trust satisfactorily, and I have no doubt that when the
whole matter is made public, many will see good
reasons for not carrying out their original
design of throwing out the present Ministry, but if not, I do not mind·-I am
indifferent to the office I am at present holding. I took it for the purpose of
asserting & principle, and I have asserted it. I
have no deSIre to be a Minister to be badgered
about day after day-to [have what I say distorted and twisted about. I can, however, truly
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say that daring the years I have been in .ce I
have done my utmost to serve my adopted
country. (Hear.) It is with great reluctance
that I have referred to these ma.tters. I WBa
told when taking office by an hon. gentleman now
in this house - I will not mention his name-that
I should not long hold office, because I was a
Roman Catholic. I then asserted that I would
never take any other office but that of Chief
Secretaryr on purpose to try whether I should
not be ab e to hold it. If I had been incapacitated
for any other office I should bow; but when I
was told that, I feit that my manhood was insulted, and I determined not to take any other
office. That was my reason for taking that.
I give this statement most unwillingly, but I
know that a public man cannot easily take any
office without having it said that he took it from
some improper motive. That remark does not
apply to me, inasmuch as I have rendered more
benefit to the State than the State ever has t.o
me. (Hear.) We have had a discussion tonight Ba to whether bankers and merchants
should aspire to such offices, d.nd I have heard
one naval gentleman assert that they should not
allow any mercantile man to be Commissioner of
Customs. It may be said that I am not either a
banker a cClntractor, a merchant, or a member of
any other objectionable class. I am a tip-top
sawyer. I am peculiarly privileged to go to a certain club, and I can say you who are engaged in
trade are unfit to take office. I sal, Sir, that it
is an unfit assertion to makel ID a House
In England we have
like this especially.
our Barings and others engaged in trade
holding hIgh offices, and none of that selfish prejudice exists there which is shown to such aB
extent here by a class of men who wish to confine
tlle reins of Government to the management of
a small clique. When I took office, it was asked
why I did not resign my position as a
director of the Colonial Bank, but I declined
to do so. Why should I give up the office of
director forsooth to take that of Chief Secretary, which may only last for a week or a
montht. such a recognition would be a most foolish
one. If, Sir, I have neglected any point raiseu
by the patriotIc gentleman who moved the amendment for removing the present Ministry-if such
point is suggested, I shall be most happy to reply
to it. but I can tell the Houge again that I have nl
desire to retain office. It may be that the choice
cl those who elected us some time ago may not
be the choice of the present House, which has an
increased number of members. It may be that
the gentlemen who have come in, and who are
much indebted to my colleagues and myself for
their seats (U Oh") ma.y not approve of us. I
see here a large representatIOn of interests
hitherto unrepresented, a.nd I know how atudiously I worked myself to ensure such a result;
and I am glad to be here this evening, inasmuch
as the great object Wall to keep my
colleagues and myself out. I give the members
leave to deal with us as they think proper.
if they think that we ha.ve not done our duty, I
ihall be glad to be relieved from office; on the
other hand, if they think that the pro~e
laid down by us is safe in our hands, we wIll most
cheerfully undertake the duties of office. If
they fancy they can construct a Ministry more in
accordance with the wishes of the House; all I
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can say is, let them do it. I tnuit1 ~hat whatever
G~)lernment comea into oftice, tney will DOt ignore the principles which I, in my humble judgment, have endeavored to inculcate, and that
they will not exclude & peraon from hClldmg
office, merely because he belongs to a. particular creed. These, Sir, are my views, md I
do not think it necessary to occupy the time of
the House a.t greater length.
Lieutenant AMSINCK put a q\lestion to the
effect whether the captain of the Niger had refused to go to the assistance of the Admella.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that the first impulse of the captain was to proceed to the lU'eck,
but upon consultation with gentlemen of experience he conceived that he could not be of
any use, and in that he was correct, as!\1l was
done which could be done.
Mr. SERVICE stated that the Chief-Secretary
appeared to him to argue that because the gentlemen who had endeavoured to dethrone him
had, at some former period, given opinions on
the Land question which were unpopular, that
the members should be very careful that they
should not be dragged into voting until the sue·
cessors of the present Ministry were prepared to
bring forward Buch measures as would be approved.
He (Mr. Service) had no hesitation in sayiDg that it would be deto· have
the
political sentisirable
ments of those gentlemen who might come
into power clearly set before them; but that had
nothmg to do with the present question, which
was whether the Government should remain in
office. He considered that they had forfeited
the confidence of the people and consequently they ought to be turned out of office.
The Constitutional Association were prepared, if
they had the opportunity afforded them, to brmg
in a Land Bill certainly not less, but {'ven more,
liberal than that proposed by th'3 Government.
(Hear, hear.) The Chief Secret8.!1 wished the
people to believe that the opinion whlCh had been
expressed as to the manner in which they had
governed the country was a. mistaken one; that
they had not betrayed public confidence; that
they had not abused the patronage; and that
they were still fit to govern the country. It was
not by going into the details of handwriting
and spelling that a man's fitness for the
m~stracy
was to be determined. The
Government knew that that was no test of
fitness, and, therefore introduced it, and Ignored
that expression of pubi ic opinion as to the general
fitness of these persons to hold such a position.
The Government had ignored the fact that the
sense of propriety on the part of the public
had been outraged. It was looked upon as a disgrace to belong to the O'Shan&S8Y batch of magistrates; and was that not a proof that the
public mind had been outraged by these appointments? There was another portion of the patronage which was open to comment, but it sank into
insignificance before that of the law depa.rtmenthe meant the offices on the Railway. The Chief
Secretary had said that the Constitutional Association was got up for disreputable purposes. Its
object was to turn out the present occupants of
the Government benches, a.nd he supposed. that
would always be a. disreputable ob~ect. It was
said that the COJl8titutiQnal ASSOCIatIOn was a
secret one. It WBa ROt. He W8.IJ .. member of it,

OCT.

18, 1859.]

SECOND PARLIAMENT.

and was present at its meetitlgs. The Chief Secretary had said that it had succeeded in its object
in turning out the Ministry, and he (Mr. Service)
was glad of the compliment.
He had also said
that the Constitutional Association had expended
£50 in opposing him (Mr. O'Shana.ssy) at
Kilmore. It was their object to secure
proper registration, and a Bill introduced by
them and opposed by the Government had had
the effect of putting on the roll nearly everyone
cf the male population of the colony. But to
return to Kilmore: they found on the roll for
that constituency a larger number of names
of persons residing in the vicinity, but not in the
district, and their names had been entered for
the purpose of voting double. Now it was the
business of the Constitutional Association to prevent tl:iat, and he presumed it was quite constitutional for them to pay an attorney to oppose
these applicants. They did so, and although
it was true that they only succeeded in striking off one name, he ('ould tell the reason.
He would be obliged if he did so to speak
of the constitution of the Kilmore Bench
of Magistrates, bat he would not particularise.
The magistrates ove'rruled the objections because
they had been sent through the post, instead of
being served personally. That wa.s the reason
why only one name was struck off. Had they sue-ceeded in purging that list the hon. the Chief
Secretary would not have been in the House that
night to make his voluminous statement. The
explanation ~iven by the Treaaurer of his statement at Oollmgwood told aga.inst himself. He
admitted thet these mistakes were such as would
cause them to forfeit the confidence of the country, but said they must continue to' e:x;ist under
responsible Government. What he really meant
waa that by making friends with inferior men they
might, perhaps, be enabled to carry on the business
of the country for a little longer period. He would
allude again to the old question of the RaIlway
Loan. They, the Government, treated it aa an un
principled speculator would have treated such a.
matter. If they had been successful they mi~ht
thank their good luck, and point to it as unprmcipled speculators would to accidental success as
a ~roof of their good judgment. He hoped that
thIS loan would be contracted for satisfactorily,
but it was to be feared that the mercantile community would yet be placed throu~h it in a position of difficulty and distress. Indeed, when
& rumour of & European war was current, the
Banks contemplated a course which would have
brought about that result. The Chief Secretary,
if nothing could be said against him personally,
was answerable for the coDduct of those men
whom he had allowed to remain as his colleagues.
Look at the Solicitor-General ?takehim aa Crown
Prosecutor and consider his conduct in the
ma.tter of the Omeo murder, and again in that of
LeMs George, a. vile wretch who had lived for
years by plundering the community, yet was
allowed to :plead (f guilty" to a trifling charge and
so escape WIth three weeks'imprisonment, instead
of, as the whole community expected, three
years on the roads. That was through
the negligence of the Solicitor-General.
From the day when the second Law Officer of
the Crown wrote that historic sentence--" All
serene, J. P./'the country had been prepared to
refer the whole of those magisterial appointments,
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which were a discredit to the country, to him. It
would be unwise to drag these individuals before
the House, but he would ask if any member f
that Houae did not, in his own immediate neighbourhood, know men who were unfit to hold the
position of justices. Wherever the SolicitorGeneral had gone he had left his trail behind
him ; and only the other day the ReturningOfficer of Maryborough, a known partisan of hIS,
",as gazetted a magistrate. That appointment
was made so soon after the rendering of the service, that it was an outrage on decency.
There waa such a thing as personal conduct, which
would unfit a man for office. He had no hesitation in alluding to the Commissioner of Land
and Survey, whose conduct at the Richmond
electIOn was disreputable in the extreme.
(Laughter, amid which Dr. Evans rose.) He
would withdraw the expression if it were too
strong for the hon. member. (Laughter.) When
the hon. member was trembling, not for his place
or his pay, but for his seat, and wanted the
aasistance of the Convention, he one morning, to
the surprise of everybody, announced himself a.s
in favour of free grass and free selection.
Dr. EVANS.- I deny that statement emphatically.
Mr. SERVICE.-The hon. member could reply
when he had done. He would read the report of
what the hon. member had said. (Mr. Service
read the extract before given.) He begged to
say the country never understood before that the
hon. member waa in favour of free grass, but
the hon. member's conduct previously had taken
the edge off any surprise they might feel.
But they were not prepa.red for free grass and
free selection. (Laughter.) He contended tha.t
the conduct of the Hon. the Commillsioner of
Crown Land and Survey was such as to unfit
him for being a member of any Government.
Were there no other J onah in the ship he alone
was sufficient to sink it.
(Loud laughter.)
When that hon. member contested Richmond, he
said that to be the member for that ccnstituency
was the grea.test honour that he could enjoy;
then, when he went to Avoca, he said that Richmond was nothing to Avoca, which was either
the richest, or was to be the richest, district in the
colony. He was, in short, promoted from Richmond to the Avoca. (Loud laughter.) Was it
to be tolerated that a man who could make
It such a fool of himself" should be a Minister
of the country? And for the acts of his colleagues the Chief Secretary was responsible.
Mr. Service then referred to the expenditure
of a portion of the railway loan on the WilliamstolVIl Breakwater, and contended that by the
terms of the Act such expenditure was unauthorised. The money which had been voted by the
House for public works had in many cases not
been expended on the works to which it was
ordered to be applied.
He alluded to
the construction of a bridge over the Yarra,.
for which 5,OOOl. had been voted.
It waa
stated by one member of the Government
that . the money had been delayed in
order that the supplementary vote of £17,000
for the completion of the bridge should be passed
before the works came to a stand still for want
of funds. It now turned out that the head of the
department, Dr. Evans, had refused to expend this £5,000 until it was known
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whether the new Parliament would sanction the additional expenditure. Perhaps the
amount would be applied to some bridge in
the neighbourhood of the Avoca. (La.ughter.)
It was a favourite theme with the Hon. the
Chief Secretary that the Constitutional Association had not disclosed their land policy
Perhaps, by making tha.t Buggestion he hoped
to carry with him the votes of a section of
the members of that House. He would
be disappointed. But when did the Hon.
the Chief Secretary declare his land policy.
When the infamous Land Bill was befOI'e the House,
Mr. O'Shanassy was
asked to support some such amendments in
that Bill as were now proposed. He refused to
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take any part in it, a.nd said that he Nould not
decb,re his Land policy until he was in a position to do so as a Minister of the Crown, admittmg at the same time that he had a Bill prepared. How, then, could the Chief Secretary
taunt the Constitutional Association with not declaring their Land policy when they went to the
country? Mr. Service then alluded to the
Catholic Orphanage controversy, and concluded
by giving his support to the amendment.
Mr. ANDERSON moved the adjournment of
the debate. It was then nearly 12 o'clock, and
the House had sat 12 hours.
The motion was agreed to, and the House at
a quarter to 12 o'clock, adjourned till the fotiowing day at 4p.m.

FOURTH DAY-WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1859.
Mr. FELLOWS moved, as an amendment,.
that the word "Tuesday" be struck out. Two
days in each week were sufficient for the business
to be transacted in the first portion of the session,
PETITION.
Mr. FRASER presented a petition from cer- unless the Government made more use of the
tain Chinese inhabitants of Castlema.ine, against Upper House in initiating measures than
hitherto.
the Residence-tax.
Mr. FAWKNER seconded the amendment
The petition was ordered to be received.
which was agreed to.
LAW OF DIVORCE.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that the hour of meeting be 4, instead of 3 o'clock.
Mr. J. P. FAWKNER movedMr.
STRACHAN seconded the amendment,.
That a Select Committee be appointed to
take into consideration the question of divorce, which was opposed by Mr. FAWKNER and Mr.
and assimilating the law of this province to the ROOPE.
The amendment was negatived; and the origiBritish Divorce Bill, with power to take evidence
and call for persons and papers; such Committee nal motion, subject to the first amendment~ was
carried.
to consist of the hons. T. H. Fellows, J. B.
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.
Bennett, T. T. A'Beckett, G. S. Coppin, W.
Roope, T. H. Power, and the mover."
Mr. FELLOWS moved for leave to bring in a
He did not consider it necessary to make any Bill for the appointment of J ustiCles of the Peace
lengthened remarks.
A Committee was ap- and Police Magistrates. The object of his Bill
pointed last session to consider and report on the was to prevent a repetition of appointments of
Law of Divorce, but their report was not brought the character of those recently made, and known
up in time sufficient to enable a Bill to be passed as the O'Shanassy batch of Magistrates. He
before the close of the session. The Bill was, knew of several instances in which these justices
with the exception of a few clauses, similar to had been shown to be grossly illiterate and inthat recently introduced into England, and which efficient. There was one case which came
under his own notice. A person brought
had been found to work well.
an action for false impnsonment, and
The motion was agreed to.
the case for the prosecution was to be proved.
The justice who heard the case was called, and
LIBRARY COMMITrEE.
examined by him (Mr. Fellows),t. who said, " I
Mr. HODGSON moved, believe you acquitted the pla.intin ?"- of course,
"That the hons. the President, J. P. Fawk- if he had convicted the plamtiff there would have
ner, T. T. A'Beckett, Dr. Hope, and the mover, been an e'ld to the case. The answer was, H No,
be a.ppointed members of the joint Committee I did not." This answer was somewhat perplexof both Houses of Parliament to manage the ing, as it was in contradiction to what his
Library."
evidence was supposed to be. But the next
The motion was agreed to, and a message answer was still more perplexing. He (Mr. Felwas ordered to be transmitted to the Assembly, lows) aske~l. H Did you convict him, then?"
informing that House of the resolution.
" No." " well, what did you do?" "I dismissed him with a caution." (Loud laughter.)
MEETINGS OF THE HOUSE.
That case he heard himself! so that
The Hon. H. MILLER movedthere could be no doubt about It. Another
" That Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays he had on good authority. It appeared
be the days on which the Council shall meet for that a certain bench of magistrates, instea.d
dellpatch of business during the present session, of ~iving their decisions openly, were in the
and that 3 o'clock be the hour of meeting on each habIt of passing a piece of paper to each
da.y."
other, in order that the decision might be writLEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The Legislative Council met at 3 o'clock.

o

t(

OCT.

19, 1859.]

33

SECOND PAItr.IAMENT.

ten on it. One of these gentlemen, of the
"O'Shanassy batch," wrote his opinion on the
Eiece of paper, and handed it back with
'K.N.O." written on It. (Loud laughter.)
These circumstances, he thought, were quite sufficient to justify him in saying that some
further control should be exercised in
making these appointments. Instead of these
appointments being made by the AttorneyGeneral, he proposed that the names should in
the first instance be submitted to the Judges, for
their revision. He did not propose that the
Judges should make the appointments, but that
the list, as revised by them, should be submitted
to His Excellency, as at present.
Mr. MILLER was much amused by the illustrations of the hon. member; but it became him
to look at the matter seriously, and it appeared
to him that the whole of the magistracy was
libelled by the hon. member, simply because
there were some illiterate men amongst them.
He had appointed three gentlemen among those
selected oy the present Government, and, therefore, he had a nght to ask the hon. member to
give the names of the persons to whom he
alluded... in order that he (Mr. Miller) might
know it anyone of them was referred to. The
gentlemen he appointed were men of considerable literary attarnments.
Mr. FELLOWS.-If they were men of considerable literary attainments, they could not be
those to whom I allude. (A laugh.)
Mr. MILLER wished to know the names.
The hon. member could only vouch for the truth
of one of his anecdotes, and therefore ought to
give up the names.
Mr. FELLOWS.-I have no objection.
Mr. STRACHAN could not see that there was
anything to be gained from the mention of
names. The fact of the unfitness of the magiStracy was notorious. He knew an instance in
the neighbourhood of Ballarat. It had been
mentioned to the members of 'an agricultural association that justices were required in their
district, and they were invited to name some of
their number for the honour. It turned out
that they all proposed one anothe!t and so were
&ll made justices. (Laughter.) .He hoped the
Bill of the hon. member would have the effect of
introducing to the magistracy gentlemen who
would be respected personally, and whose decisions would be respected.
Mr. A.'BECKETT could not understand the
reason why Mr. Miller wished the names of these
magistrates. They could not be removed from
the roll because they were illiterate, and· therefore the exposure of these persons' deficiencies
would be worse than useless. He greatly regretted the present condition of the roll of
ma,giBtrates, and their decisions were in many
instances most unsatisfactory. He would refer
to a case at Sandhurst, in which, in face of
the most clear and distinct evidence of sly-grog
selling, the case was dismissed. He did not
agree with the views of the hon. mover of the
Bill, but perhaps when it was introduced it would
undergo alteration. The general laxity with
which these maglStrates carried out the law
was a great scandal, and was in a great measure
the cause of law-breaki~.
The PRESIDENT said it was not usual to

enter into a discussion on the first reading of ..
Bill.
The Bill was then read a first time, and ordered
to be printed. and read a second time on Tuesday.
ELECTIONS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE.

The PRESIDENT laid on the table of the
House a list of the names of the members of the
Elections Qualifications Committee.
REFRESHMENT-ROOMS AND STABLES.

Mr. S. G. HENTY moved"That the hons. W. Highett, J. Stewart, G.
W. Cole, J. Hodgson, and the mover, be appointed members of a joint Committee of both
Houses of Parliament, to manage the refreshmentrooms and stables."
The motion was agreed to.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

Mr. H. MILLER movedIt That on Wednesday in each week the transaction of Government business take precedence of
all other business."
The motion was agreed to.
STANDING ORDERS.

Mr. H. MILLER moved It That the hons. the President, J. P. Fawkner,
J. B. Bennett, G. W. Cole, Dr. Hope, and the
mover, be appointed a Select Committee on the
Standing Orders of the House."
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. H. MILLER movedIt That the hons. the President, J. Hodgson, T.
T. A'Beckett A. Fraser, and the mover, be
members of the joint Committee of both Houses,
to manage and superintend the Parliament
buildings. "
The motion was agreed to.
THE ADDRESS.

Capta.in COLE brought up the Re~ort of the
Select Committee on His Excellency s Address,
as follows :" To His Excellency Sir Henry BarklYt KnightCommander of the Most Honourable Order of
the Bath, Captain-General and Governor-inOhief of the colony of Victoria, and ViceAdmiral of the same, &c.
" May it please Your Excellency,
I t We, Her Majesty's roost dutiful and loyal
subjects, the members of the Legislative Council
of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, beg leave
to express our IOY91ty to Her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen, and to thank your Excellency for the speech with which you have opened
the present session of Parliament.
" We learn that several important Legislative
measures will be introduced, and we desire to
assure your Excellency that our best attention
will be given to their consideration.
"The very prosperous financial condition of
the country whlCh your Excellency announces has
given us great satisfaction.
" We thank your Excellency for informing us
of the progress of the railway works, of the extension of telegraphic communication, and of the
measures taken for the defences of our ports and
harbours, and also for the information OD other
subjects with which your Excellency has - . .
i'
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Mr. FAWKNER said, with the consent of the
pleased to favour us; and we join with your Excellency in an e"pre~sion of humble gratitude to seconder, he would withdraw the amendment.
Divine Providence for the blessings and prosMr. STRACHAN concurred; and the amendperity which this country continues to enjoy."
ment was, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. MILLER said he was glad to find that,
Mr. BLACK moved that the report be
upon second thoughts, the amendment had been
adopted.
wIthdrawn,
for if the object was to propose a
An hon. member"seconded the motion.
Mr. FA WKNER denied that the presentation of vote of want of confidence- (" No")-it would be
an Address was a mere matter of form. He was, a more manly course to bring forward such a vote
however, so far from being satisfied with the gene- at once. (" No, no.") He must beg leave to
ral tenour of the address, that he was prepared to deny that the Ministry had purposely delayed
the meeting of Parliament. The delay had been
move the following addendum to it:confined to the time necessary for completing the
" That this Council, although anxious to ad- registration of voters over all the colony. No
vance the welfare of all interests, and pre- time beyond that had been lost. Ministers had
pared to give their best and mORt constant atten- not desired to cling to office.
tion to all matters brought before them pertiMr. STRACHAN denied that he had imputed
nent to the public welfare, cannot let this Ad- any motives to the Government.
dress pass Wlthout calling your Excellency's atMr. FA WKNER also disclaimed any imputatention to the outlines of your Excellency's
Address, and also calling your attention to the tion of motives to the Government.
Mr. MILLER.-Then it was unnecp,ssary for
incapacity of your present advisers; evident, not
only from the meagre and unsatisfactory address, . him to reply to such imputations, or to say l
presented on the opening of this session of Parlia- perhaps, that more than once the Ministry had
ment, but also from the improvident delay which been willing to tender their resignation. He
has taken place in calling Parliament together, denied that the sale of land had been for the
notwithstanding the promise of your Excellency purpose of bolstering up the revenue. There was
such a thing as the Estimates, and in order
given Oil the 24th February, 1859."
to carry out their instructions, the Ministry were
His Excellency had promised that there should bound to sell £700,000 worth of land, and no
be no delay in the reassembling of Parliament. more than that had been sold. The true increase
In the present inl>tance, however. he could "'lot of revenue had been in the Customs', to the
but think there had been a wilful delay. He amount of £360,000, and they had endeavoured
would not impute motives to the Government, to make up the deficiency in the gold revenue
but they might have met three months earlier at by wise legislation for the relative interests of
least. In what condition would they be if the capita.l and labour on the gold-fields. The able
Ministry were now turnf'd out? That condition financial arrangement made with regard to the
would be owing entirely to the Ministry! and not railway bonds in the London market encouraged
to the Parliament or the people. Al uding to the highest prices ever known, he believed, to be
the passing of the Reform Bill, he (Mr. given for colonial securities. The purchase of
Fawkner) hoped that the trial of it would be the Geelong RaIlway would be carned out, and
satisfactory to the public at large, though he by means of a saving of £800,000 which had
could not but condemn the threats which the accrued to the colony under the able financial
Ministry had thrown out in relation to it, for he arrangements of the Government. He deprefeared tha.t great trouble would ensue to the cated the necessity of alluding, even as slightly as
country before a strong Government would be he had, to these matters.
formed.
:Mr. STRACHAN rose to reply, but
Mr. STRACHAN seconded the amendment;
The PRESIDENT declared him to be out of
a.nd characterised the Address as one of the most
order.
'
meagre that had ever emanated from a Cabinet.
Mr. HERVEY regretted that the amendIt was vague in the extreme. There was not
even anythinK to rouse one's indignation in it. ment had been withdrawn, and characterised the
(Laughter.) With what it said in reference to omission of the subject of education in the speech
the prosperity of the country he wholly dis- of the Governor as very objectionable.
agreed, as he believed that the sale of land which
The report of the Committee was then adopted,
had been carried out had been keeping up the withollt a division.
Government at the expense of the country. It
}lr. MILLER moved that the reply to the
had been a veritable curse to the country. Address
presented to His Excellency at 1
The delay in the meeting of Parliament was o'clock onbe
Thursday.
inexcusable, they ought to ha.ve been at work
Some
discussion
took place as to whetuer His
on the Estimates three months ago. Nothing Excellency had signified
his pleasure to receive
was said in the Speech about the railwa.y deben- the members of the House
at the hour named.
tures. The hon. gentleman briefly alluded to one
Mr.
MILLER
said
he
could not
or two other features of the Address as objec- exactly say; but he would, ifcertainly
the House pleased,
tionable, and as furnishing him with reasons for communicate with His Excellency,
for which
supporting the amendment.
p~rpose, perhaps, it wouM be better that the
On the amentment being put,
House should meet at 12 o'clock on Thursdal..
After some further discussion, the PresIdent
Captain CO LE said he thought that the lands at
least of the colony had been sacrificed to the was requested to commuTlicate with His Excelcreation of a revenue, which he looked -'pon as a lency as to when it would be convenient to him
to receil'e the members of the House.
mistaken principle altogether.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at a few minutes
past 4 O'clock.

PETITION.
Mr. HEALES presented a petition, signed by
Arthur Dyson and others, who were empannelled
on a jury on the 20th July last, to investigate
into the cause of the death of a lunatic at the
Yarra. Bend A!Jylum. The prayer of the petition
was, that the House would be pleased to inquire
into the facts connected with the inquest, and
take into consideration the time and trouble
which had been devoted by the petitioners to the
inquiry.
The petition was received, and ordered to lie
upon the table.

ADMISSION ORDERS.

HEIDELBERG BRIDGE.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. MILLER laid on the table the general
regulations respecting the public accounts according to the Act.
The House adjourned at 10 minutes to 5
o'clock, till Wednesday next, at the usual hour.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. J. C. KING gave notice that, on the folMr. HORNE, by leave of the House, called
the attention of the hone the Speaker to the fact lowing day, he would ask the hon. the President
t,hat many hone gentlemen were in the habit of of the Board of Public Works why the amount
giving written orders for admission to the voted for the erection of the bridge across the
strangers' gallery, instead of using printed orders. Yarra., at Heidelberg, had not been so applied.
Owing to the instructions which were givE'n to the
THE NEW TREASURY.
Serjeant-at-Arms, written orders were not reMr. SINCLAIR gave notice that on the folcolPlised, and the consequence was, that many lowing day, he would ask the hon. the President
visItors had that day been refused admission. of the Department of Public Works why the
One case had come under his notice, in which an present site was selected for the new Treasury
order, signed by tha hone member for Villiers and offices and why the wall on the basement was
l
Heytesbury had been refused. He thought that of such
unusual thickness.
some alteration should be made in the rules, as
in many in.~tances hone members had no printed
STATE AID TO RELIGION.
forms in their possession at the time they wanted
Mr. EMBLING ~ave notice that, on Wt'dnes~
them.
day November 2, he would move for the repeal
The SPEAKER said that he apprehended no of the 53rd clause of the New Constitution Act. ..1
difficulty was opposed to hon. members obtaining
GOLD-FIELDS ACT.
the printed forms. It was, however, a question
Mr. CARPENTER gave notice that he would
for the House to decide.
on Wednesday, the 26th, move that in the
The subject then dropped.
opinion of that House it was desirable that the
present
Gold-fields Act be revised. Contingent
REPORTS.
on the same being carried, to move that a ComThe SPEAKER stated that he had received mittee be appointed consisting of the following
the following papers;- Report of the Royal members to revise the same, namely, Messrs.
Commission appointed to inqUire into the best Grant, Humffray, Keefer, M'I,ellan, Brodie,
method of removing the sludge from the gold- Serjeant, Brooke, and the mover, with power to
fields, together with proceedings of the Com~is collect evidence and summon witnesses.
sion, minutes of evidence and appendices; first
INQUEST AT YARRA BEND.
report of the proceedings of the Board of Land
and Works under the Acts of the Parliament of
Mr. HEALES gave notice that on Friday, the
Victoria, Nos. 31, 35, and 38; report of the Engi- 28th, he would move for a Committee of the
neer in Chief of the Victorian Ratlways for the whole House, for the purpose of considering the
year ending 31st of December, 1858; estimated petition of Arthur Dyson and others, who were
expenditure for the construction of railways jurors at the late inquest at Yarra Bend Lunatic
during the year 1859, pursuant to Act 21 Vict. Asylum.
No. 38; and that the same would be la.id upon
LINCOLN AND ARGYLE SQUARES.
the table of the House.
Mr. SINCLAIR gave notice that on the following day he would ask the hone the President
RETURNS.
of the Department of Public Works when the
Mr. HARKER laid upon the table of the fencing of Lincoln and Argyle squares, North
House the following returns ;-A return of the Melbourne, is to be proced<ld with.
quantity of stationery used in the Government
PETITION.
departments, and also the amount of tenders
for the same; a return of the revenue derived
Mr. BRODIE presented a petition from
from all sources in the pastoral district of the Chinese merchants and others residing at SandWimmera; general abstract of sworn returns of hurst against the imposition of the poll-tax.
the average liabilities and assets of the several
The petition was received, and ordered to lie
banks in Victoria, for the quarter ending 31st of on the table.
March, 1859; statements and returns of savings
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
banks for the year ending 30th of June, 1859 ;
The SPEAKER stated that he had received a.
return to an order of the J~el{islative Assembly,
dated 18th of December, 185~, for returns from message from the Legislative Council, informing
each hospital and benevolent asylum receiving him that certain hone members of that .House
had been appointed to act with members of the
Government aid.
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Legislative Assembly on the Library, Parlia- sentatives in England, requesting tbt the banks
mentary Buildings, and Refreshment-rooms would raise the price to l08l. net. On the 18th
July, before receiving any advices, the minimum
Committees.
price was reduced to 105l.; and by the last mail
MINING COMMISSIONS.
agents were instructed, owing to the war
Mr. CARPENTER gave notice that on Tues- the
having terminated, to raise the price to 108l. It
day, the 25th inst., he would move that copies of was
necessary for him to say that with.
the reports of the Mining Commissions be laid everynot
letter of advice instructions had been given
upon the table of the House.
to the agents in England, not only not to sell at
the minimum pnce, but to get the highest possiLIEN LAW.
ble
price. The sum received at present from the
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN gave notice that on an
banks
amounted to 1,387,500l.
early day he would bring in a Bill to secure to
workmen payment from the contractors, and to
THE ESTIMATES.
enable the workmen to have a lien upon their
Mr. EVERARD gave notice that on Thursday,
work.
the 27th, he would move that an addreRs be prePENSIONS.
sented to his Excellency the Governor, praying
Mr. J. D. WOOD gave notice that on the fol· him that the Estimcl.tes for the ensuing year be
lowing day he would ask the hon. the Solicitor- not allowed to exceed 3,000,OOOl.
General, whether the Law Officers of the Crown
GEELONG GAOL.
had_given an opinion with reference to the ri~ht
of Mr. Haines and Captain Clarke to recelve
Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice, asked the
pensons.
hone the Commissioner of Public Works when
the additions to the Geelong gaol would be proGEELONG RAILWAY SHARES.
ceeded with, as provided for by a vote of that
Mr. LOADER asked the hon. the Treasurer, House?
whether the last dividend on the shares of the
Mr. HORNE stated that the reasons why the
Geelong and Melbourne RaIlway Company had work was not commenced were simply as follow:
been paid?
-The plans had been ready five or six weeks ago,
Mr. HARKER, in answer to the question, when the Gaol Board met, and suggested certain
stated tha.t the guaranteed interest on the alterations. The plans were now completed, and
Geelong and Melbourne Railway Company's in the course of next week the advertisement
shares had always been paid when it became calling for tenders would be again issued.
due.
PENSIONS.

THE BARWON BRIDGE.

With reference to the following question,
standing in the name of the hon. member Mr. F.
C. KING-" To ask the hon. the Chief Secretary
whether any regulations have been framed by
the Governor and Executive Council, pursuant
to the provisions of the 51st section of the Constitution Act, for fixing the amount of ptmsions
and retiring allowances to be granted to responsible officers of Government who may be released
from office on political grounds; and, if so,
whether a copy of such regulations will be furnished for the informa!ion of this House "-the
hon. member stated that, after the replygiven
on the previous day by the hon. the Chief Secretary, he would, with the permission of the House,
withdraw his question.

Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice, asked the
hon. the Commissioner of Public Works, why the
opening of the Barwon Bridge had been delayed
for four months?
Dr. EVANS, in reply, stated that he referred
the matter to the Commissioner of Roads and
Bridges, and by him had been informed that in
the early part of the winter a slight settlement
occurred in the masonry on the south wing of the
bridge, and it was therefore considered imprudent
by the district engineer to proceed with the work.
A contract had since then been taken; and he
(Dr. Evans) believed the bridge would be completed in about a month. The work had heen
commenced three years ago, before he took
office.

RAILWAY DEBENTURES.

SLUDGE-CHANNEL AT BALLARAT.

Mr. M'CULLOCH, pursuant to notice, asked
the hon. the Treasurer-What amount of railway
debentures has been sold in London! Whether
any chauge has been made in the limit for their
sale; and, if so, what have been the alterations,
and when made? What has been the average
price realised, exclusive of interest and all
Charges? What amount of money has been received by the Government from the banks against
the debentures ?
Mr. HARKER stated that, up to the date received by the last mail, debentures had been
sold to the extent of 1,230,OOOl., and other
account-sales to the extent of 1000,OOOl., had
been received; the debentures sold had realised
103l. 3s. for every 100l.; but he was aware that
some had been sold at 108l. net. That was last
year. On the 15th of April of the present year
the Government had sent advicef! to their repre-

Mr. HUMFFRAY, pursuant to notice, asked
the hon. the Commissioner of Public Works, when
the contract was to be taken for the construction
of a sludge-channel for Ballarat East?
Mr. HORNE stated that the engineer had
prepared sections, and that as soon as they were
sent down the work would be proceeded with.
DREDGING THE YARRA.

Mr. SERVICE gave notice that on the following day he would ask the hon. the Commissioner of Public Works whether it be the case,
that the arrangements which had been in progress for the past 12 months for depositing the
silt dredged from the Yarra on the banks of that
river had heen recently stopped, owing to the
report of a lately-appointed subordinate that
such arrangements were not calculated to carry
out the object in a satisfactory manner.
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THE ADDRESS.
Upon the resumption of the debate on the
Address,
Mr. R. S. ANDERSON sa.id that he did not
intend to occupy the time of the Bouse at any
length; but as he .had moved the a.~journme~t
on the previo~R evenmg, he felt tha~ It was hIS
duty to commence the debate tha.t day. When
returned to the House, he was asked how he
sholdd vote. He had then felt it would be unfair to give a "ledge, ODe way or the other, until
he had heard the explanatlOn of the Ministry,
and had heard something of the policy of the
Qther side. He had heard the explanation of the
one, but nothing of the policy of the other; but
the unconstit.utional conduct of the President of
Lands and Survey" with reference to his (Mr.
Anderson's) own districh had decided himto vote
against the Ministry. J.i'or that reason he should
support the amendment. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. EMBLING stated that with the large infusion of new blood, he had hoped they would
have had the benefit of greater information, and,
like many others, he had not felt inclined to take
part in the present debate. It had been said by
a member of the Government, that there was
nothing worse than a weak Government; but he
thou~ht & wicked and dishonest Government
was mfinitely more so. He had had great sympathy with the present Chief Secretary when first
he (Mr. Emblin~) entered Parliament, and he
went to him. beheving him to be a good man,
but ho had been very much deceived in him
since. It was not given to every man
to attain the high position of Chief
Secretary, but it was incumbent upon
those who did to make themselves worthr of it.
The hon. member now filling that ,PositIOn had
not done so. If he had had men wIth him who
would have spoken freely and frankly to him, he
would now have been in the enjoyment of the
confidence of the House. The hon. members
on the opposite side of the House had expressed surprise at a vote of want of
confidence being raised on the first day
of the Eitting of the Parliament, but he (Mr.
Embling) thought that it was no more than they
had been led to expect, as it had been twenty months
before the kangaroo leap had been taken-the
hon. member knew what he meant; and he
knew what he (the hon. member) meant. The-hon.
the Treasurer knew that he (Mr. Embling) intended
to vote against the Government. There was one
thin~ the hon. meUlber had done which was deservlDg of remark -he had referred to the Constitutional Association as political traitors; whereas,
they were quite the reverse, inasmUCh as they,
in joining together, had merely the good of the
country at heart. The aon. member for Sandridge, in moving the amendment, had exhibited
the greatest moderation and forbearance, especially when he had such a powerful card placed in
his hands. The hon. member (Mr. Harker) made
& remark with reference to education in his
speech on the previous evening, but he (Mr.
Embling) could not reconcile the hon. member's
conduct throughout with hIS positIon as a member of the Educational Board.
Mr. HARKER: I never was present at the
meetings.
Mr. EMBLING said he was sorry to hear the
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hon. member plead a dereliction of duty for
the commission of a fault.
The hon.
member (Mr. Heales) had referred to some
patronage bestowed at Collingwood. The hon.
member appeared to be surprised that a vote of
money was transferred from Brunswick to Collingwood, but the hon. member knew very little
about Collingwood, and still less about the Government-not half as well as he (Mr. Embling)
did. He did not know that the clerk in question
was one of the warmest supporters of the present
Ministry. The hon. member the Treasurer had
defended himself on t.he ground that he had
made only one or two appointments since he had
been in office; but there were many ways of doing
that indirectly. He did not beheve that there
was a district more favoured by the Government
than Collingwood, although he would do the hon.
the Chief Secretary the justice to say that he
(Mr. Embling) did not know one case in which
that hon. member had appointed a Roman
Catholic to any office in Collingwood. His nominees had been chiefly warm partisans and Conventionists. One of the chief acts of the present
Ministry was to give the Secretary of the Convention a. place in the Treasury, and when he was
found unfit for that to appoint him to some c.ther
situation. During the last year there had been a.
most important meeting in Collingwood, and one
of the speakers was suddenly removed from the
platform of the meeting to another platform on the
railway. (Hear.) Two members of the Convention
had on that occasion moved a vote of confidence in the Hon. George Harker, and condemned the conduct of Thomas Embling. (Cries
of "Name, name," from the Convention members.) If they wished the name~ he would give
them. It was Mr. M'Minn wno moved the
resolution, and the other person was an elder of
the Scotch Kirk-a man named Smart; and he
(Mr. Embling) knew one thing for certain,
namely, that the elder in question was offered a
situation where he would have to work on the
Sabbath, and that he gave up his eldership and
took the billet. (Laughter.) There was another
point not touched upon much· the question of
the banking loans-the railway loans. At one
time hon. members were taunted with the fact
that they had done nothing to bring the Government to a reckoning concerning that nefarious
transaction-he used the word "nefarious"
although, perhaps, it was hardly parliamentarybut he used the same term at another place. He
believed that if m~mbers of the British Cabinet
had been discovered to be trafficking with the
money of the public in the same way as the present Ministry had done, they would hav6 been
hurled down from their seats; and he could
not help repeating that the Ministry had been
guilty of a most unwarrantable and unprincipled
proceeding. On the previous night, the hon. the
Chief Secretary had been pleased to allude to
the Constitutional Association in very warm
and strong language. In another country, he
(Mr. Embling) would have imar'ned him speaking of some Oran~e Lodge. I the society was
against the law-if it was a dangerous society,
whYl he would ask, did not the hon. mE-mber as
heaa of the Government, look it up instead of
coming to the House to complain against it? In
fact, it was all "bosh." (Laughter.) The Constitutional Association was altogether a fly upon
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the wheel when compared with the people generally. At the end of the previous session, he
wished to retire altogether from politics, but
his then colleague had so offended the
electors that they would not let him (Mr.
Embling) rest until he (Mr. Embling) had
gone forward to help to put out the other
candidate. He told them at the time that he
would not have anything to do with the matter
except by compulsion, and that he would not
spend any money nor allow anybody else to do so.
The contest was a long one, and as the hon. the
Treasurer was at the present moment in his seat,
he would lnform the hon. gentleman that it was
rather unusual for a candidate to take advantage
of the absence of his rival to attack him by name.
(H Question.") He would appeal to the Speaker
whether he was not in order. All he could say
was that the hon. member lost a great many
votes by adopting such a course. The result of
the election was that he (Mr. Embling)
had to pay only 21l. 10s., and nobody else
one shilling-CH Question")-and what was more,
he had taken a position second on the poll. The
hon. the Chief Secretary on the previous
evening stated that the Constitutional Association were sworn to carry out some particular
design against the Government. He (Mr.
Embling) knew many members of the society,
and he oeheved that a more honourable, openminded, and open-handed (laughter) body of men
could not be found. There was another point to
which he would refer-a matter which excited
great interest in Collingwood-the Regan question. He represented the Regan family in Collingwood (H Oh"), and he would take upon himself to tell the Chief Secretaryl that a fortnight
before the man was reprievea, it was known in
Collingwood that he would not be hanged. And
why? Why... because the priests were at work.
(" Oh," ana groans.) The hon. member (the
Chief Secretary) had stated that the Judge had
given it as his opinion that there was no evidence to prove that Regan had committed
murder; but he (Mr. Embling) would ask hon.
members to read the evidence, and say what
their opinion was. How was it that Regan was
reprieved, and Armstrong and Chamberlain
hanged? Or how was it that the man
Rowley, a man who, surrounded by warders in
the Stockade, in a fit of frenzy attacked one of
them, was hanged, instead of being Stlnt to a
lunatic asylum? Or how, again, was it, that the
Chinaman was hanged for the murder of M'Elligott, at Bendigo... when the Government knew
full well that ne was not the murderer?
The House Wai told that the papers in Regan's
case were ready to be laid before them; but why
did the Government not place them before the
public at once, IT only to save their character?
The richest thing was said by the member for
the so-called West Riding, who announced that
the Government were so anxious to spare human
life. This had a remarkable connection with
another case, which he wished the Government
'Would clear up, and that was the wreck of the
Admella. The statements made by many persons did not appear to coincide with that of the
Chief Secretary. What really did take place was,
that while the Government were possessed of
ample means, steamers and men, and without
any check from Parliament, numbers of human

[SESSION

I.

beings were allowed to perish miserably. Why should
the Government require to be waited on at all,
when the Chief Secretary. must doubtless remember what the great chief said in Ireland~
that liberty itself was not worth a drop of human
blood? What mu.c;t be the heart of the man who
could go home saying, H We have done what we
could, but we have not sent rescue?" The Chief
Secretary's defence, that he had received no
official communication of the wreck, was like
that of the man who refused to save a fellowcreature from drowning because he had never
been introduced to him. What, had their own
children been on board, would they have done to
a Ministry who tampered thus with human life?
They ought to be execrl\ted for ever.
What, after the tremendous efforts of one
hon. and learned member to procure a mail
service to New Zea.land, where he had
a son living as a squatter, would that
hon. and learned member have said of his colleagues had tha.t son been lost in the wreck?
How could the Government dare bla.me the
Hentys and Captain Wragg, who had worked like
honest-hearted men? Why, they should hide
their heads in oblivion after the horrors of that
terrific passage. The Ministry said the Opposition bad no unanimity-no policy-no Land
scheme ; but that was not the question before
them. The question was, whether they, as
Ministers, had not forfeited all confidence. If
he remembered aright, the House heard nothing
of the O'Shanassy Land scheme till it
was forced from them before the Estimates were allowed to pass. No doubt, the
mover of the amendment was prepared to take
the consequences of success, and the unanimity
of his Ministry would be better thll.n the inconsistencies of the present Government. The hon.
member for Avoca had denied that he ever
advocated free grass, but he (Mr. Embling) was
prepared to repeat that, as a Convention ma.n,
that hon. member had come forward at that Richmond election, and as a Convention man was he returned. The hon. and learned member for Maryborough had also announced that he went in for
free grass, and whether after dinner or supperMr. IRELAND.-After both. (Laughter).
Mr. EMBLING.-Well; he could not say when
it was that the hon. member went in with Hector
Norman Simson as a. squatter of the squatters.
(" Oh, oh.") He would conclude by saying, that
in his opinion the Government had lost all right
and title to esteem, and should leave office at
once and never come into it again. (Hear, hear,
and iaughter.)
Mr. EVERARD l".ad not intended to speak till
at the close of the debate, but had found reason
-after what he had heard-to change his mind.
He had thoroughly satisfied himself of the statu8
the Ministry ought to occupy, but when such nonsense was brought forward, it was time for members to speak out, as he did, and give their reasons for votmg-as he should do-for the amendment. He did not believe in the vapid nonsense
uttered by the mover of the amendment. It
was not, as Mr. Hea.les had said, because the Government had misappropriated money voted for
another purpose-it was not, as in Mr. Anderson's
case, from motives of a personal character-Mr. ANDERSON.-I never said soMr. EVERARD.--Such was assumed by hon.
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members to be the case. (No, no.) Well, then,
it was on account of some misunderstanding
with the head of the Lands and Survey Department. (No, no.) It was not a matter of consequence to repeat exactly the state of the case;
but it was noe because of those indiscretions of
which any Government might have been gu'ilty,
that the present Government were to fall to the
ground. (No, no.) Grievances like those referred to in the debate might arise under
any Government.
He never had any confidence in the present Administration at all;
neither had he shown any. Two years back, Mr.
O'Shanassy formed an Administration, but could
not get a chance to show what he really could do!
and ever since that he had traded on politica
credit. Had he been allowed then to show what
his views were, he would never once have had
the eonfidence of the democratic party in this
country. What had been the consequence? He
had been allowed to gain credit with a party, and
he had played with that party, while, had he been
allowed rope enough in the first instance, he
would. never ha.ve gained the confidence of
any large party. It was supposed, when
the Cabinet was named the "People's
Ministry," that they would do something to deserve the name; but nothing had been done,
and their work was best represented by a cipher.
Last session they came forward saying the
session would be short, and, after the necessary
Parliamentary business had been transacted, a
new House would meet, and the Land question
would be disposed of. Then they brought forward their Reform Bill, but it was rejected.
What ought they to have done then? Certainly
they should' not have tried, by delays, to retain
office for two years, but dissolved the House
at once, and discovered from the people
what sort of Reform Bill really was
wanted. After the course of action which
they took, they were disentitled to confidence, and from the date of their bringing forward the Reform Bill, might be saId to have cemmenced a g'!eat part of the bad feelin~ which now
existed. When they came down With another
Reform Bill, which was, in fact, an imitation of
that originated by Mr. Haines, they gave way
at the first opposition, and eventually the Bill
was passed in a most mutilated state. What
was to be said of a Government who would let
their principles go to the wall at the first breath of
OPPOSItion? They had said at the commencement of the session that they desired only to pass
the Reform Bill, and a few Bills of course, and
yet delay after delay had been occasioned, the
House had not been called, and the 20 months'
office of the present Ministry had produced nil.
One would have thought, from what they had
always said, that their one object was to bring
forward a really liberal Land Bill; but if they
had such an object, they were apparently prepared to let it stand over to suit their convenience and interest. These were his own
charges against the Government. He accused them of unworthiness, not on account
of what they had done, but what they had
left undone. Even at that moment, the Land
Bill might have been before the House, and yet
the qu~tion was really no further forward
than when Captain Clarke brought forward his
resolutions. However, he must say one thing to
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those on his own side of the House. When the
amendment was passed-and he had no doubt it
would be-the hon. the mover, before forming a
Ministry, would have to be a little more exphcit,
or he would find himself as distrusted as the
members of the present Miustry were. If that hon.
gentleman was prepared to briugforward measures
securing a good Land Bill, free grass, deferred
payments, and national secular education, to
reduce the public expenditure, and do a great
many other things too numerous to mention, he
might depend on his (lIr. Everard'fI) support and
that of many others near him. (Hear.) But if
he was not prepared for this-to go the whole
hog-he would never obtain any large amount of
support, but fall into the same depths as the
hon. members opposite, and in a much shorter
space of time. (Laughter.) He thought he
could not see that adhesion among them that was
requisite to obtain great ends. He should vote
for the amendment.
Mr. DUFFY rose and said.-I propose, Sir, to
submit to the House the account which I yesterday promised of the circumstances under
which I resigned office ID the present Govel nment, and as it will be necessary to refer to the
Chief Secretary and the Treasurer, who have
already spoken in this debate, and would be
precluded from answerin~ me, I will conclude
with a formal motion, WhICh will enable them to
speak a second time if they think proper. I
would gladly avoid taking any part in a contest,
the force of which is directed against gentlemen
with whom I have acted as a colleague, but they
themselves have left me no choice. Members of
the Government have made statements to the
public which I am bound, in the protection of my
own honour, to refute. Up to this moment I
have stood on the defensive, and they have been
the assailants-and by no means tender or
scrupulous assailants either. (Hear.) And
even now, when the time is come to speak
frankly and unequivocally, I will confine myself to the task of satisfying
the House that my letirement was upon purely
public and sufficient grounds, and that the
Ministerial explanations of that event are not
reconcilable with facts. (Hear, hear.) And,
first, what have these gentlemen alleged? After
being for 12 months their colleague, I was not
12 hours out of the Government till they eDlployed the newspapers to prejudice me with the
public. On the 14th of March, when the Governor officially accepted my resignation, he requested me to conduct the business of the
department till my successor was appointed. Up
to that time I had felt restrained by official
etiquette from mentioning to any human being
either the fact of my resignation or any circumstance connected with it. When I came into
town next mornin~ to direct the routine business
of the office, in pursuance of the Governor's
wishes, I found that the three morning papers
had been furnished with an account of my retirement, describing it as having arisen from no
public cause whatever, but purely from
personal differences with my colleagues.
I need employ no circumlocution to indicate the authors of this report; for my relIignation was at that time a cabinet secret,
known only to members of the Government.
This was the first Ministerial announcement of it.
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As it has never since been revived l but new
ground taken, 1 will content myself With stating
that out of my seven colleagues there were five
with whom I never had any ditlpute or difference
whatever; and it will be my business presently
to show that the difference which I had with two
of the Ministers was in no respect private, but
distinctly in defence of public interests, of which
I was the official gua.rdian. But the publication
in the newspapers was not their only unfriendly
aggression. In the course of the first day I was
out of office, I heard, with prOfO.ihd pain and
astonishment, from two or three friends, that
each of them had been made acquainted with the
differences in the Cabinet, even before the publication in the newspapers, that the story told
them was the same, and that it came directly
from certain members of the Ministry. I distinctlyassure this House that I had left the
Government with the intention of preserving an
absolute silence on the ~ound of dispute, and
without the slightest ill-Will towards any of my colleagues. But when I found myself assailed in p~blic
and in private-when I found they were not content with the sacrifice of my office, but that my
character was to be sacrificed also,- I applied at
<mce the only remedy available for my own protection ; I informed the public, by a letter in the
newspapers, that the cause of my retirement was
not private or personal, but had its origin in the
vital public question of the Crown lands. (Hear,
hear, from the Opposition benches below the
gangway.) There are some pedantic person!!, I
understand, who affect to believe I cught to have
continued to maintain silence ; that, with all the
metropolitan papers, and consequently all the
Press of the country, skilfully misled on the subject
-with the army of hangers-on which every Government possesses sure to spread malign reports
in what they believe the interest of their patrons
--with the political passions of the country about
to be let loose in a general election-I should
have remained a dumb prey to misrepresentation
till the doubtful and distant period arrived when
Ministers thought proper to re-assemble Parliament. I, Sir, am of a different epinion.
That proverbial King of Spain, who allowed himself to be burnt to death because the proper
court official was not present to quench the
flames, seems but a famt type of a public man
who would permit himself to be roasted at a slow
fire of calumny for seven months, in pursuance of
some ridiculous and pllfely imaginary rule of etiquette. But, having published this simple denial, I
stopped there. I took DO measures whatever to
support it, relying-I trust not without reasonthat the country would think me entitled to be
believed till the contrary was conclUSively shown.
I did not, for examplehcommunicate the facts to
any of the men with w om I had been acting in
this House; I did not communicate them to any
newspaper. I scorned to gOBBip them (though
there was distinguished example for it) over
dinner-tables and in tradesmen's shops. I did
not state them even to my constituents, though
I had a legitimate opportunity of doing so before
a single electi()n took place, and when any statement injurious to the Government would have
been echoed on every hustings throughout the
country. I lived in perfect privacy, and awaited
this day. But while I was silent, my late colleagues were not so. Every public journa.l which
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supported them assailed me; a.nd one journal
in particular-the Melbourne Herald-publiRhed
from day to day, and from week to week, the
most elaborate and scandalous falsi6ca.tions of my
proceedings in office, containmg just enough
private information to identify it as coming from
some member of the Ministry. The 8auce piquante
was no doubt supplied by the writer, but the
raw material evidently emanated from the Goverament. At length the Ministers themselves appeared upon the stage.
The
Treasurer (Mr. Harker), who allowed himself to
be made the mouthpiece of others, assured his
late constituents that it was some ridiculous complaints of his about his personal dignity and the
parochial interests of Collingwood, that had led
to my resignation. ,]hat official possesses so
meagre a vocabulary, or has so imperfect an idea.
of the ordinary decorum of the position to which
he has been transplanted (laughter), as to emr,loy
the phrase that I had been "impertinent' to
him. It will be my business by and by to enable
the House to test the value and the dlBcretion of
that statement. The Commissioner of Public
WorkR (Mr. Home) at Warmambool, led his
constituents to expect important revelations on
the subject at Kilmore; and he assured them
that the election for that borough had been fixed
before any other in th~ country, for the specific
purpose of enabling the Chief Secretary to do
what I had deliberately refrained from doing,
viz. ~ to give an e;.c parte statement of the case.
Ana at length the Chief Secretary himself
appeared, and did that which I venture
to say no Minister of State ever did
before. He repeated a mutilated version of conversations in the Cabinet; he read the letters of
Ministers; he made charges and insinuations
~nst a recent colleague, not before Parliament,
or in the presence of the assailed (hear, hear), but
before a _pubhc meeting and behind his back.
(Hear.) The hon. gentleman had his own way,
without let or hindrance, at Kilmore; but we
now stand before a. tribunal upon whose confidence the position of public men mainly depends,
and it will not tend to his ultimate advantage, I
think, if he made charges there which he cannot
substantiate here. (Hear, hear.) The Chief Secretary's statements resolve themselves into these
propositions :-Firstly, that I seriously embarrassed the public revenue by caufling a deficiency
in the item of land sales, amounting in the year
1858 to the sum of l11,OOOl.; and, secondly, that
I left the Cabinet in consequence of differences
with Mr. Harker, in which he supported that
gentleman. To both these statements I give a
positive denial. I made no deficiencr in the land
revenue-not one shilling; and the circumstances
which induced me to retire had no relation to Mr.
Barker, but solely to the Chief Secretary and public
policy. I will proceed in the first place to deal
with the very grave and damaging charge, that
I embarraBBed the revenue by withholding the
public lands from sale. Let me ask the House
to bear in mind these two facts-that the Land
revenue is raised by monthly sales, and tha.t, as it
would require an average of 6O,OOOl. a month to
realise the proposed rerenue from this source,
the amount received in anyone month, allowing for necessary fluctuations, ought not to fall
much below 5O,OOOl. I hold in my hand a return
of the monthly saJes for 1858, to which I invite
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the attention of the House. In the month of
January, the revenue was not 5O,OOOl. or 6O,OOOl.,
but less than lO,OOOl. Tha.t is to say, there was
more than 5O.l000l. of a deficiency, or nearly ha.lf
of all the denciency imputed to me. But was I
answerable for this? In January, 1858, I was
sitting on the Opposition beLches, a private
member, and had no more control over the Land
sales tha.n over the solar system. In February,
the Land revenues rose to 57,OOOl., and in
March fell to 45,OOOl. in round numbers, leaving
a deficiency on the first quarter of nearly 70,OOOl.,
or about two-thirds of the entire deficiency complained of. As I came into office in the middle
of March, after the land sales for that month
were already scheduled, gazetted, and advertised
in the newspapers, I need not remind the House
that this deficiency might as well be charged
upon you, Sir, as upon me. Let me not be understood, however, as throwing any imputation
upon Mr. Moore, who is no longer in this House
or in this colony I believe, to defend himself. I
believe the January denciency, which is the only
serious one, was owing to the practice of the department, which is to employ that month chiefly
ID winding up the affairs of the past year. . And
now, Sir, I come to the months of April and
May, when my responsibility began. I laid
before this House, in the last session of Parliament, a report from Mr. Ligar, the SurveyorGeneral, showing the difficulties we had to contend with, from finding that the land surveyed
and ready for sale when I came into office was
in a. large degree of a character which we could
not sell without sacrificing the public estate
-some of it was auriferous, some of it
lay in the vicinity of main lines of
railway, some of it was pre-eminently
the best agricultural land in the entire colonyas, for example, a tract on the Wannon-but lay
far away from population, and, if sold, would
ine'vitably have fallen into the hands of the
squatters upon whose runs it is situatetl. If I
had to report a serious deficiency in these two
months, under these circumstances, the House,
I think, would be of opinion that a deficiency
was better than a wanton sacrifice of the public
property. Butl notwithstanding these difficulties
I pushed on toe sales (especially of town and
suburban lands), and realised on the two months
the sum of 97,OOOl. In the middle of the month
of May I was seized with a dangerous illness,
and was not able to return to my office, or take
any part in business till the beginning of September following. Early in June, however, the
Chief Secretary appointed the hon. member for
Warrnambool (Mr. Home) to the office of VicePresident of the Board of Land and Works;
and he became, in fact and in law, head of the
department during my absence. And how did
the sales proceed under this new ~gime 1 In
June the land revenue was not 6O,OOOl.
nor 5O,OOOl., nor ao,OOOl. The amount realis;i
was only 28,755l. In July it took a spasmodic
spring forward, and (for that one occasion)
reached 87 OOOl. But, Sirl~.!n August, what do
we find! t nstead of 60 uuul., the incredibly
small sum of 6,858l. On thl; single month there
was a deficiency of 53,OOOl., which, with the previous deficiency in January, made 10,OOOl. more
than the entire deficiency on the year 1858.
(Hear, hear.) But what will take the House by

surprise is the fact that every shilling of this
6,OOOl. was realised by the sale of squatters' preemptive rights, or lands open to selection, the
hon. Vice-President (Mr. Home) not having
offered one single acre of land for sale during that
month in town or country. I think the Chief
Secretary will find some difficulty in justifying
himself to this House for having charged upon
me, in my absence, a deficiency commenced before I entered upon office, and completed by his
own proteqe during my absence. (Hear, hear.)
I returned to the department in September, and
the Treasurer reported the deficiency, which
amounted, when Mr. Home restored the department to my control to the serious sum of
168.000l. What did f do under these circumstances? Did I refuse my aid? On the contrary, I spared no pains to make up the revenue,
only conditioning that it should be chiefly by the
sale of town and suburban lands. I set to work
at once for tha.t purpose. But I was met with •
difficulty on the threshold, which, perhaps, the
hon. mamber for Warrnambool can account for
sa.tisfactorily. A great ma.ny surveys were in
progress] but there was little or no land actually
surveyed and ready for sale, so that I had some
months too little f and some months too much.
In the three monthS which followed my return to
the department, however, I sent in to the Treasury an average of 95,OOOl. a month, thus meeting, not merely the liability of the quarter, but
leaving a s~lus of upwards of 100 OOOl., to 1'ay
off the defiClency created in my a.bsence. The
month of December remains to be accounted for
to close the year 1858. In that month the land
revenue was less than 18,OOOl'1 but I may plead the
unanswerable axiom which atnrms the facility of
bringing a horse to the well, and the difficulty of
making him drink. I offered nearly 22,000 acres
for sale, and the public, br. some chance, bought
less than 6,000. In subInltting the land for sale,
however, I had, of course done all that lay in
me to obtain the revenue. i closed the year leaving
a surplus of nearly ao,OOOl. on the six monthS
during which I presided over the department,
and a deficit of more than 140,OOOl. for the six
months during which I did not preside. Of that
deficit less than haJf was made by :Mr. Moore,
and more than half by Mr. Home. I will not
detain the House with the land sales for the present year. 1 hold in my hand, and will lay on
the table, one Estimate which the Surveyor-General made, by my directions, of the precise quantity of town, suburban/ and apicultural land,
by which he undertook to r&.1se the revenue
for the first six months. This document
furnishes conclusive evidence that I took the
necessary proceedings, long in advance, to prevent any dan~er of a deficiency. I trust I liave
answered this charge satisfactorily-a charge
which has been constantly repeated in private
and in public, and through the Ministerial Press
from the moment I left the Government. And
now I come to the second and last point-the
cause of my rflSignation. I resigned because the
Chief Secretary treated a dift'erence of opinion
upon the Land question as a personal offence,
and in the end made it imp08l!ible for me to remain without forfeiting all self-respect. I resigned
because 1 had arrived at the distinct conclusion,
from facts which I will presently state, that that
hon. gentleman was determined I should either
G
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cea.se to hold an independent opinion, or cease to to Parliament. They observed that a contrary
be a member of the Government. When I returned intention had been intimated by Mr. O'Shathe Conven.
ber, 1858, I found the newspapers debating a tion. I replied that Mr. O'Shanassy had
policy attributed to the Go,ernment, of throwing gone on a tour to the gold-fields the day
an immense quantity of land into the market, on after receiving the deputation, and that I had
one day. It had been trumpeted by friends as a had no op~rtunity of asking him whether the
triumph of statesmanship, and denounced by report was maccurate ; but that they might be
enemies a.s a wlI.nton waste of the public property. assured the intentions of the Government were
To me it seemed that there was no question on what I stated, as the business belonged to the
which the Government was more distmctly com- department under my control. The report of
mitted to a contrary policy. On the first day of this deputation in the newspapers was accurate
the previous session I had myself earnestly enough in substance, but the reporters took little
warned the Haines Government, then in office, trouble to convey the guarded language which I
against selling the public estate before legisla- had employed in speaking of an absent colleague.
tion; a few days later, the hon. member for This report gave the. Chief Secretary great
Warrnambool (Mr. Home), in a long speech, offence; but he neither told me so nor asked any
proposed a motion, which I seconded, amounting e;..planation. I guessed from his demeanour the
to a distinct censure on that Government for first time I met him that something had ruffled
throwing
the
land,
by
indiscriminate him; and I learned from one of my colleaguesl
sa.les, into the hands of the capitalists. after the Cabinet broke up, that he had
Mr. O'Shanassy and Mr. Ireland sustained been complaining to them that I opposed
this motion, both in debate a.nd by his policy in relation to the sale of land, in contheir votes.
The objections to the prac- cert with Mr. Wilson Gray and the Convention,
tice were of course unchanged by any change of and in order to gain popularity. I may state
Government-it was still equally disastrous to (parenthetically) that I have known Mr. Wil!lon
give up our finest agricultural land to gt'eat Oray for more than a dozen years, that I esteem
ca.pitalists instead of to actual settlers-it was still him to be a man of rare integrity and ability, and
equally plain that, as long as first-class agricul- I believe this country owes him infinite gratitude
iural land was thrown into the market in large for concentrating attention on the Land question;
quantities the capitalists would get it, and the but the simple truth is, that during the time I
farmers would have to put up with the refuse. was in office I never exchanged a syllable with
I wa.s therefore resolutely determined not to him on this subject, nor with any member of the
assent to this practice in the department for association of which he was president, nor, as
which I was responsible, and on a debate in the far as I remember, on any other political quesCabinet I negatived it by a majority of one, and tion whatever. The next day It was my intention
our decision was ultimately reduced to a memo- to seek some explanation with the Chief Secretary
randum for future guidance. The Chief Secretary, - not because he was Chief Secretary, but because
whose policy I believe it was, took the decision he was a friend with whom I had been working
ill, and attributed, as it seemed to me, a quite in cordial alliance for so long a period, but his
undue importance to his defeat. Among his demeanour made it impossible to do so. He exmany good qualities is certainly not included hibited his displeasure by combating my suggesthat which Lord Bacon describes as the grace tions to the Cabinet; and the House is aware
and strength of a Privy Councillor-the habit of that the hon. gentleman has not a very graciol1s
frankly carrying out, when it is once adopted, a manner of expressing dissent or dissatisfaction.
decision which he originally opposed. (Hear, (Laughter, and "Hear hear.") It was just behear.) It happened that at this time the Chief fore the opening of the last session of Parlia.Secretary had appointed to receive a deputation ment, when there was a question of what the
from the Convention, on the very subject of the Governor's speech should contain. Most hon.
sale of the Crown Lands; and I had arranged to members have seen, I fancy, in the library, an
make a public statemeni in relation to th" De- address from the Indian Relief Committee to Sir
partment of Land and Works. To this deputa- Henry Barkly, the Parliament of Victoria, and
tion the hon. gentleman (Mr. O'Shanassr) read to his Won!hipful John Thomas Smith, the
the memorandum containing the deciSIOn the Mayor of Melbourne. The Chief Secretary
Cabinet had arrived at in the matter, and then thought this address ought to be noticed
I was of
proceeded, according to the newspaper report, to in the Governor's speech.
debate and defend, not what we were opinion that the ludicrous union of the Governor
going to do, but actually what we were and Parliament with Mr. Smith (loud laughter)
not Joing to do (laughter) ;-in fact, made it quite unfit for such a distinction. He
he
vocated his O\rn opinions-the very said the Governor wished it. I pointed out that
policy defeated and withdrawn. In my state- he could send it to Parliament with a mesment I mentioned the intention of the Govern- sage, which was the Governor's legitimate mode
ment in the exact spirit of the memorandum, of communicating with the two Houses. . the
and did not add a syllable to it. The public speech being the voice of his Ministers. Mr.
detected some discrepancy between the two state- O'Shanassy then shifted his ground to the imments, and in a week or two a political society in portance of the subject, and urged that the
Richmond sent a deputation to me, in the absence frightful mutilation of women and children in
of the Chief Secretary, to ascertain with cer- India was a sufficient reason for overlooking any
tainty the intentions of the Government. I as- informality in the address, I informed him that
sured them the Government were not going to if he examined the Saturday .Review, in the
sell more agricultural land than was necessary library of this House, he would find it persistfor actual settlers till a Land Bill was submitted ently stated by that journal, which had an in-

to my department, after a long illness, in Septem- nassy to a deputation from
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fiuen:le over opinion in England only second to
TM Time8, that a single case of mutilating
women or children had not, after careful investigation, been proved. At length, after a protracted debate, the Chief-Secretary, to terminate
further resistance, declared he would not remain
in the Government unless it was done as he proposed. I trust there are few gentlemen in this
House who would not consider themselves dIShonoured if they allowed their independence
to be trampled upon in that fashion (hear,
hear), or if they held seats in a Government on such a tenure. I replied at
once, :promptly, and :perhaps rather hotly-for
my patIence is not in mexhaustible quantity, as
some hon. members may be aware-(hear,
hear)-that I understood and accepted the
challenge, and that I would not remain in the
Government if it were done. As none of the
other Ministers uttered a syllable, I added, after
a little, that I had been informed the origin of all
this tempest was, in truth, the question of selling
the public lands-that I considered it would
have been a worthier course to have complained
directly of whatever aggrieved him; and, finally,
that as one of us must now resign, and he was
Chief Secretary, I would save further question
or embarrassment by doing so. The same
evening I sent in my official resignation. Some
of my colleagues came to me immediately to
represent the serious embarrassment a reSIgnation
would cause on the eve of the Parliamentary
session. I replied that I had no desire to separate from the Government, and no intention to
embarrass it; but that I could not resign my
pel"8Onal independence. (Hear, hear. ) They
sug~ested that the ca8U8 belli, the proposal of
notlCing the great Smith address (laughter}in the
Governor's speech would be abandoned, and I
expressed myself perfectly content with this arrangement, and I ultimately withdrew my resignation on these conditions. So little desire had I
of any personal triumph over the Chief Secretary,
that the moment this concession was made, I felt
it my duty, without consultation with any
of my colleagues, to offer him the frankest
personal explanation in relation to his
unjust suspicions that I desired to set my
opinions in contrast with his; and I will not
hesitate to add, that such was my regard for him
at that time, that I would have very much preferred quitting the Government to having any
personal misunderstanding with him. But thls
was, I fear, not the spirit in which the hon. gentleman regarded me ; for I discovered presently,
on my return, that during my short absence of a
day or two, he had deliberately made changes in
the Estimates of my department, which could not
fail to displease mel and to create some unpleasantness between tne Treasurer and myself,
between whom there had never been any
up to that time. The case was this:At the close of the
previous session,
the hon. member for Collingwood in Opposition (Dr. Embling) had asked the hon. member for Collingwood in office (Mr. Harker), to
p!ace a sum upon the Estimates for metalling
Nicholson-street, a boundary of that borough;
and the Treasurer had graciously consented. As
I fancied he was acting under a misapprehension,
I immediately informed him that it was a rule
of the Department of Roads and Bridges, with
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whom, and not the Treasurer, the framing of
such an Estimate laYl not t.o propose grants for
roads within municipal boundaries; and that this
street must be made out of the grant to Collingwood municipality.
Nevertheless during
my long illnets and absence, the Treasurer
went to my department and caused 4,OOOl. to be
placed upon the Estimates for this purpose.
When the Estimates came before the Cabinet
for final revision-it was during the absence of
the Chief Secretary on his gold-fields tour-I required the Treasurer to strike out this item, as
one I could not defend, and which in similar
cases I had invariably refused; and it was struck
out accordingly. This was the item which the
Chief Secretary deliberately restored in my
a.'Jsence, leaving me between the hlllI1i1iating
alternative of resigning a second time within a
few days or permitting this impropriety to p8.88
the Estimates being already printed and circulat;i
when the fact came to my knowledge. (Hear, hear.)
The vote of this House a few months later, requiring a statement of our land policy, led to a
new difficulty. After repeated debates in the
Cabinet, the Chief Secretary framed a set of
propositions for a Land Bill, which I and some
other Ministers did not approve of; and I undertook to remodel them, and produced the plan
which was afterwards submitted to this House.
After this plan was agreed to and initiated, the
Chief Secretary, in my absence, and without informing me, struck out a clause of a sentence,
the omission of which would authorise the
practice of selling agricultural land by
auction, precisely as at present, outside the
areas where free selection was to prevail.
I was very much alarmed at this chang<;l,
which might soon leave no land in the
country worth selection; and I requested
the Cabinet to reconsider it, and ultimately had
it restored to the document with some modification. I believe the Chief Secretary never forgave me these successes. At lel'st, from that
time forth I felt that my retirement from the
Government was desired by him. I will not condescend to specify the meanll by ..hich he gradually produced this impJession on my mind, beyond what happened in this House. On the 3rd
of February, the salary of a Railway Commissioner was under consideration, and the Opposition resMted it violently as a wasteflil and unnecessary expense. I spoke strongly and repeatedly in its favour, urgmg the large expenditure of the department in contracts, material,
and land compensation, and the imperfect check
on it in the casual superinteBdence of a Minister
constantly occupied in this House. After a long
debate, the Committee divided, and the Chief
Secretary set the example of voting against his
own EstImate and my defence of it; and the
Treasurer, 'who, a few weeks before, declar~d
publicly in this House that he would resign if any
of his colleagues assented to the alteration of a
single item in the Estimates, and the Commissioner of Public Works, in whose department the
vote was, and who framed the Estimate} voted
with him in the ranks of the Opposition, Jeavine
me and two colleagues on the other side of the
House.
I have not the smallest hesitation
in stating that the Chief Secretary took
this course to annoy &nd embarrass me.
(" Oh, oh!" from Mr. O'ShanlLssy.) The
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Opposition had treated the proposal as a job;
and the necessary, though most mistaken inference from the divisIOn would be, that it was a job of
mine. I felt so outraged by this praceeding that I
would immediately ha.ve resigned, but that the Government was threatened with a vote of want of
confidence, and I could not in honour leave a house
which seemed toppling to its fall. (Hear, hear.)
But this was not a.ll. Whoever will take the
trouble of examining the reports of our proceedings from that 3rd of February till the 24th,
when Parhament rose, will find that upon no
less than three occasions members of the
Government sitting on the same bench with me
put themselves ostentatiously forward to oppose
motions of mine; and precisely those members,
let me say, who would not have ventured upon
such a proceeding without support from some
stron~er hand. During these three weeks I was
held lD my post by a sense of honour; but though
I transacted all the necessary business with my
colleagues in this House and in my department.z
I did not ~o to any Oabinet meeting, and 1
awaited any honourable opportunity of being
relieved of a position which had been made
odious to me. In this state of things the
House adjourned, and I meditated a visit
of a week to the coast, for rest and reflection. Before going I wrote a note (of
which I have no copy) to the AttorneyGeneral, about a small matter requiring immediate attention. The G~vernment had agreed to
proclaim M'Crae-street, lD Sandhurst, and I had
sent the necessary papers to the Executive Council ; but for some reason, which I had never ascerta.ined, they were not approved, but postponed.
My note to Mr. Chapman requested him to bring
them on again at the next meeting, and promised to have Mr. Davison, the Secretary of
Public Lands, in attendance, to furnish any ne~ information. To this note I received the
followmg answer, which was written on the 28th
of February :"Monday.
"My dear Duffy,-I received your note :tbout
M'Crea-street-a matter about which I have
little concern, except when brought before the
Oabinet by yourself or Mr. Horne. I have,
however, communicated it to our colleagues.
The papers were withdrawn from the Executive
Oouncil for re-consideration, with the aid of
your experience and judgment. This being the
case any information which Mr. Davison may
be ~ble to give us, or any knowledge of the
fa.ots possessed by members of the Governmentt will not supply the 'missing elements,'
I
namely, your presence in the Cabinet.
hope you will not think I am going beyond my province in mentioning, that great
embarrassment has been felt by all your colleagues, including myself, from your continued
absence from our COUI\cils. It is not an idle
complaint when I say, that we should be glad of
your assistance in every Cjuestion brought before
us. It is also a serious inconvenience that we
are kept in ignorance of what is going on, or
what 18 determined on, with respect to the disposal of land, and the raising of some revenue therefrom. I regret to say that Harker
has tendered his re~ignation. One of the
reasons which he assigns (in addition to
the misunderstanding between you and himself
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about the vote for Iroads and bridges) is the
recent falling off in the land revenue, and the
future embarrassment of our finances in consequence of deficient land sales.
" In all these and similar matters, a great part
of our difficulty would have been avoided had
you not absented yourself from all our Cabinet
meetings for some time past. If one or more
members are habltually absent, we cease to be
a Government.
" Believe me, my dear Duffy, yours truly.
" H. S. CHAPMAN.
" The Hon. Gavan Duffy."
Mr. Chapman's note surprised me beyond measure. He spoke of my misunderstanding with
Mr. Harker; but I had had no misunderstanding
with him, and neither Mr. Harker nor anyone
else had given me the smallest clue to what was
llofterwards paraded as his ground of complaint.
He alluded to the intended resignation of the
Treasurer in so casual and off-hand a way, as certainly did not convey the impression that it was
an event very imminent. And the complaint of
my absence from the Cabinet, considering that
the Chief Secretary had been longer away on the
gold-field~~ a.nd the Postmaster-General twice as
long in ~ew Zealand (laughter, and "Hear,
hear"), a few weeks before, seemed a little overstrained. However, as the letter was civil and
reasonable, I a.nswered it immediately, m the
following terms :H Monday Night.
H My dear Chapman,-I received your note
before leaving town, having been detained by
indisposition. I must reply to the last part of it
first. You refer to my misunderstanding' with
Mr. Harker a.bout the vote for roads and brid~es.
You are under some strange misapprehensIOn.
So far from having had any misunderstanding
with him on this subject, or on any subject, I do
not even know what you allude to. I try in vain
00 guess the grounds of the mistake, but it is a
perfect mystery to me.
" As regards the land saJes, I believe we will
be found to have offered for sale as much land as
has been sold in the two first months of any year.
It was my instructions to do so, and I think it
has been done. One valuable set of allotments
in South Yarra was withdrawn, as you know, by
a vote of the Assembly (a vote to which you were
a party), but any deficiency arising from this
source (if there be any) was beyond my control.
There is a great disinclination in the country, as
far as I can judge, to the sale of large blocks of
agricultura.l land, and I have endeavoured to
keep up th3 revenue mainly by the sale of town
and suburban lots, without starving the market
in country land, however.
" You refer to my absence from the Cabinet.
The cause, I apprehend, is not unknown to you;
but I do not see any advantage in discussing it
just now. Instead of staying awa.y from the Cabinet, I would have taken a more legitimate
mode of expressing my dissatisfaction, but that
the continual attacks the Government was exposed to in the Assembly made it impossible to
desert it with honour. In resisting these attacks
I believe I did not shrink from my fair share
either of labour or responsibility.
" It is no doubt true, as you say, that a Government cannot long exist If its members do
not confer habitually together; and. after my re-
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turn to town at the end of the week I will feel it
my duty to attend Cabinet meetings to which I
am duly summoned-for,from some unaccountable
cause, I have not received a summons to any Cabinet for the last fortnight. This, I presume,
was accidental; but I certainly should have attended the meetings to consider the Governor's
speech, if I had had notice, as I was extremely
anxious, as you know, that the t Officials in Parliament Bill' should receive the Royal Assent at
once, in pursuance of your statement and mine in
the House.
" Believe me, my dear Chapman,
" Very faithfully yours,
"C. GAVAN DUFFY.
tc The Hon. H. S. Chapman!'
Mr. Chapman's reply merely asserted that Cabinet
summonses were duly sent to me, and postponed
all other questions till we met. Accordingly, I
attended a Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, the 8th
of March. The Chief Secretary opened the business by declaring that three members of the
Government, whom he named would resign
unless certain difficultiel'll which he specified,
were removed, and thr.t he had summoned the
meeting _to consider these cases. I requested
that Mr. Harker's case mi~ht be taken
first, as I understood from Mr. Chapman's
letter that it had some mysterious reference to
me, though what I could not ~ess. Well, Sir,
the Attorney-General then informed me, for
the first time, of the flagrant and unpardonable
insult which I had put upon the Treasurer-the
" impertinence" to which he had been subject.
It appeared that, several weeks before, when
Mr. SteavensQn, the Commissioner of Roads and
Bridges, was before the Cabinet, to explain some
estimates connected with that department, the
Treasurer complained that they had been
unduly delayed; and he continued repeating it over and over again, in a
way very painful to an officer, and a
gentleman in Mr. Steavenson's position, who,
of course, reiterated his explanations. At
length, to end the scene and get to business, I
said to Mr. Stea.venson, intelTUpting his fourth
explanation, "Well, well; he has got them now,
and it's of no further consequence." Will it be
believed that this is the beginning, middle, and
end of the Treasurer's grievance? (Laughter~
and "Oh, oh.") And it must be rememberea
that he neither made the smallest complaint on
the subject at the time nor afterwards, and I
had never heard till that moment of this the
mORt ndiculous complaint that ever drove a sane
man to abandon a post of duty. Perhaps this
may be the most convenient time to notice,
though it was not mentioned in the Cabinet,
another ground of complaint which the Treasurer
alluded to at Collingwood, and which ends the
roll of his wrongs. The J ohnston-street Bridge
in that locality was about to be opened, and the
Treasurer wished, on behalf of his constituents,
to have it left toll-free.
I refused, on the
ground that every other suburb of Melbourne
paid toll, and that the Government must treat
them all alike; and I reminded him tha.t three
members of the Cabinet connected with Richmond and Prahran urgently desired to have the
Church-street Bridge made toll-free, but that I
had positively' refused to mako an exception
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which would be construed as a favour conferred
upon ministerial constituencies. The hone member 'iome days after asked me to name a time for
receiving a deputation on the subject, which I did.
The communication was verbal, and the Treasurer
mistook the hour, and brought the deputation to
my office at 12 O'clock, when I was not there
instead of at 2 o'clock, the time appointed. 01
course, I am as liable to have made the mistake
as ~el and I would not positively assert that the
mistake was his but that I had three other deputa.tions fixed for the same day, and the hours named
for them were at and after half-past 2 O'clock,
when I computed I would have done with the
Collingwood business. When I ascertained the
mistake that had been made, I caused letters of
explanation to be immediately sent to the leading
members of the deputation, and I personally explained to theTreasurer the error into which he had
fallen. Such being the facts, I put it to any
gentleman in this House whether I left any just
ground of complaint. But to return to the
Cabinet. After considerable debate, the Attorney-General said he thought that if I consented to
attend Cabinet meetings for the future, to offer
an assurance to Mr. Harker that no offence was
meant, and to lay before the Cabinet schedules of
the proposed land sales Mr. Harker would withdraw his resignation. f replied, that as to Cabinet meetings, I had a.lready expressed my intention in my letter to him (Mr. Chapman}-that as
to Mr. Harker's complaint, I should do in the
matter whatever my own sense of propriety dictated, but I would not permit it to be
made in any manner the subject of Cabinet
(to Hear, hear.") And in
arrangements.
relation to the land sales, that the su~gestion
of bringing the schedules before the Cabmet had
never been made before, but I thought it &
reasonable one, which whoever was at the head
of the department ought to avail himself of.
:Mr. Miller then observed that; this business being
settled, we had better proceea to something else.
The Chief Secretary, who had scarcely interfered
at all up to this time, now burst in, declaring
that nothing was settled! Had I not voted
against the motion fo.( getting rid of Mr. Everard's resolutions? Had I not refused to support
the vote for sending the Librarian of the Public
Library to Europe? and so forth. If this was
to be so for the future, there was no use
in going on, and he would rather break
up the Government at once. Nothing could
be easier than to answer these frivolous
charges; but they confirmed my conviction thnt
the Chief Secretary was determined I should
give up my personal independence or give up
my office. I therefore replied, that i would save
him the trouble of breaking up the Government
by immediately giving in my resignation. I resigned accordingly,- a proceeding which seemed
to give the hone gentleman great satisfa.cti.:>n. I
may be permitted to say that I left the Government with the desire and determination to
behave generously by those I left behind.
(H Hear, hear.") I knew the Chief Secretary had
deliberately sought my resignation, but I set the
recollection of long intimacy and many mutual
kindnesses against this act, and forgave it. I
knew the Treasurer had been utterly
unreasonable; but I felt I owed it to myself,
the moment I could do so with honour, to offer
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him explanations on a point where, rightly or
wrongly, he had taken personal offence. Accordingly, when I left the Government I sent him
the following note :• e My Dear Sir,-As I have tendered my resignation as a member of the Governmen~, and
only hold office till a Sl:lccessor be appointed, I
an explafeel at liberty and anxious to offer
nation of a misconception which, am sorry to
learn, exists in YOlll mind. When Mr. Chapman
informed me that one of the grounds of your
intended resignation was offence you had conceived at some observations of mine, I could
not recall the circumstance to which he referred,
and even now I remember but imperfectly what
occurred 80 many weQks ago. But I can most
sincerely assure you that neither then nor at any
time had I the slightest intention of giving you
offence. I trust my assurance on this point will
remove one of the difficulties which prevent
your continuing a member of the present Government.
"I am, my dear Sir, yours faithfully,

IOU

"C.

GAVAN DUFFY.

"The Hon. George Harker."
To this note Mr. Harker sent the following
reply:"March 8, 1859.
My Dear Sir, -I am glad you have so frankly
conveyed to me your assurance that you never
had any intention of treating me with a want of
courtesy. The occasion to which my remarks
apply was when I blamed Mr. Steavenson for not
having prepared a schedule of what you required
to be put on the Supplementary Estimates (for
the present year). You then said, in his presence,
and Rpeaking of myself, " He has got the pa.rticulars now, it is a matter of no consequence."
Such a remark, I felt, should not have been
made in the presence of Mr. Steavenson, or any
other subordinate; and as I told Chapman at the
time, or on the following day, I felt it my duty
to resign; but at his request I continued in
office till the close of the session.
"I hope this explanation will be sufficient to
induce rou to withdraw your resignation, and let
us all eltherpull cordia.lIytogether, or give place
to some Ministry that wlll do so. I believe you
will admit that neither in act nor word have I
ever been guilty of anything that would or could
be construed into a want of courtesy to you.
" My dear Sir, yours trulyo>
"GEO. HARKER."

I fully admit that Mr. Harker's reply was everything that courtesy required; but as my resignation has been connected with him, as cause and
effect, I ask the House to mark his request
that I would withdraw it.
I took no
notice of this request; and why! Because
my resignation had no connection with him.
And I perfectly well understood that he made
this proposal without consultation with the only
Minister whose conduct had induced me, or
would be likely to induce me, to resign. How
rightly I judged the sequel proved. The Governor was at Gipps Land when these events happened ; the day he returned I reque.,ted to have
my resignation submitted to himl and the Chief
Secretary favoured me with a reply which is certainlyamodel of courtesy and cordiality, addressed
to a retiring colleague, and to onc of whom he
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has found it convenient to intimate in public and
privaie, that he spared no pains to induce me to
remain in the Government :" Chief Secretary's O:fice,
" March 15. 1859.
"Dear Duffy,- I received your note of the
12th, resigning office, and, having submitted it to
the Cabinet for considera.tion, I placed it in the
hands of the Governor.
"I am, dear Duffy, yours truly,
,. JOHN O'SHANAffiY.

" The Hon. C. Gavan Duffy."
(Roars of laughter.) And 1;'0 terminated
my connection with the present Government. And now, Sir, I will conclude. All
that has been alleged against me I have,
I believe, fully answered, and I stop there.
In memory of an intimacy which is dead
and buried, I refrain from retaliation. Mr.
Duffy, in conclusion, said it was not his intentlOn to vote on the motion before the House.
He would not vote for it, lest he should be influenced to do so by personal feelings. He
could not vote against it because he believed the
transaction between Mr. Miller and the railwa.y
contractors was of a nature, if permitted, to corruptthe civil service to the core (hear, hear), and
the wilful delay of the Government in summoning Parliament, for purposes of their own, tended
to bring responsible government into contempt.
In sitting down he moved the adjournment of
the debate.
The House adjourned for refreshments, and
on reassembling,
Mr. O'SHANASSY said.-Mr. Speaker, I do
not know, Sir, that I ever rose to address this
House with feelings of a more peculiar character
than I experience at this moment. In the first
place, I was called upon last night to defend
myself against the attacks of my political opponents, and I had also to anticipate many other
attacks which would be made by that class of
g~ntlemen who sit on the other side of the House.
Now to-night I have the duty to perform of
defending myself in another matter, which perhapsis not of so much consequence to the pubhcthat is as far as the persons connected with It are
concerned; I may, therefore, I trust, claim the
indulgence of this House while I am making a
few remarks upon it. Under ordmary circumst:l.nces I should have contented myself
with the remarks I made last night and
in the course of this debate, even if it should
have lasted for a week, I did not intend again to
open my lips up0n any matter which concerned
the fate of the Government. I did not think
that the hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury would have volunteered a personal statement at the time when a question affecting this
Government was being entertained by this House;
but I find it was not possible for the gentleman
who last addressed the House this evening
to postpone his personal explanation until
this debate had clo.ed ; a.nd it appears that he
has imposed on himself the dlolty of mixing up
this personal matter with the discussion now before
the House. He has done this in a Parliamentary
style, which, if not known to new members of this
House, is at least well known to those who are
older, and have had more experience. Last
night he got Mr. Brooke, on the other side of the
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House, to ask a l1uestion, to which the hon.
member gave a ready response. There appears to have been an arrangement between
these two gentlemen that this matter should be
introduced into this part of the b'.lsiness. The
hon. member began his statement with a remark
which I think he might have spared. He began
by calling a member of this Government, and
one of his late colleagues, my protege. Now I do
not think that that observation was called lor in
a matter which was simply an explanation to this
House on a subject in which he himThe hon. gentleman
self is concerned.
to
whom he
refers was a colleague
of mine in my first Administration, along with
the hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury
himself. That gentleman, during the illness of
the hon. member, volunteered to fill the joint
offices of COJJlmissioner of Crown Lands and Survey and Commissioner of Public Works. "He
performed the duties of both these offices gratuitously during the illness of the lion.
member; and I do not think that it is a kindly
return for him to come now' and call
that gentleman, his late colleague, the
protege of the Chief Secretary. That, I think,
was a style of observation he might have
spared towards one of his and my colleagues-a
gentleman who stands in a position such as not
to make It necessary tha.t he should be the protege
of either myself or anyone else. He was selected
to fill the office he holds because he was better
fitted for that office than anyone else.
I
mUl?t, Sir.. defend my colleague; and in
order to (\0 so I may state that when I
called on Mr. Duffy, and mentioned to him that
I had asked Mr. Horne to join the Cabinet, he
scl.id "You have done perfectly right:' I can
understand, Sir, that this remark about Mr.
Horne's being a protege of mine is intended
as a cover to a certain transaction which,
if it had been carried out, would, perhaps,
have introduced
another protege.
The
matter was not in my department, and
did not come under my notice officially, but
notwithstanding I have some knowledge of the
circumstances. Notwithstanding the kindly manner in which the hon. member has professed to
introduce this matter to the House, I think the
hon. member might have spared himself this
insulting observation respecting the colleague
who performed his duties, particularly as he
has not shown that at any time he had
reason to complain of the conduct of that
gentleman towards himself.
Having dis·
posed of this
matter, I
would now
ask the House to consider whether, even
after the hon. member's two-hours' speech,
there has appeared anything to this Hpuse or
the country which should have induced that hon.
mem8er either to leave me or to leave the
Government of the country. It will be my duty
to show to the House that the hon. member has
given a colouring to several of those transactions
of which he speaks which will not bear
investigation. The hon. member has thought
fit to inform this House that he had come to the
conclusion in his own mind, and that there were
various circumstances that afforded him substantial reasons for believing, that I wished him to
withdraw from the Government; that I was desirous of excluding him from a share in
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my Administration.
The
r~on,
Sir,
which the hon. member has gtven for
that belief is, that on two occasions he
carried in the Cabinet councils, by a. majority
of one, questions to which I was opposed. When,
Sir, the House considers my conduct towards
that hon. member on his arrival in this countrymy joining myself with him in my first Government, and also in the second, I say that
there are no proofs sufficient to warrant
this House arriving at the same conclusion as the hon. member, if he has arrived
at that conclusion. I joined myself with that hon.
member in my political career at a time when
such a course was open to comment. I ha.ve
always endeavoured to support him; and I believe that no other man besides the hon. member
himself would have arrived at the same conclusion. I think there is another observation
which might have been spared, because
there are witnesses at present in this
House who can prove it not to be true.
During the long retirement of the hon. member
from public life-a period of nearly eight months,
he seems to have remembered and carefully treasured up all the little circumstances which occurred during the period he was a member of the
Government. There is one remark which he
might have saved himself the trouble of making,
as I .am in a position to prove the contrary.
He compares me to a certain
Privy Councillor, and says that I always
in the Cabinet wanted my own way, and that,
however much convinced, I alwa.ys came back to
my own opinion. Now, Sir, I must give tha.t
statement a most emphatic contradiction. I am
not going to use any roundabout phraseology in
this" matter, because it might then be said that I
was beating about the bush; therefore I give this
statement a most unqualified denial. My colleagues are here to say whether I have ever
attempted to force my opinion upon them.
I can assure this House that we have in the
Ca.binet discussed all matters which came before us in the most friendly spirit. If that be SOt
then this assertion, tha.t it was for reasons personal
to myself that the hon. member left the Government, at once will fall to the ground. One reason
he has attempted to assign is, that he differed with
me on matters of public policy. I unhesitatingly
say that the hon. member did not leave the 60vernment on any question of public policy. The
circumstances of his leaving the Government he
has traced back to almost tilne immemorial
(laughter)-I say this because this Government
has existed for a long period as compared with its
predecessors. To say that those circumstances
which the hon. member has treasured up in his
mind were really the grounds on which he left
the Government would be a most irrational conclusion. I do not intend to weary this House
by enterin~ upon all the various petty circumstances which led to this hon. member's resignation. The circumstance stated by him as the
reason which induced me to go to my consituency
to be elected some time before the other elections came on is untrue. The hon. member
states that I went to Kilmore at that time
for the purpose of getting an opportunity
to make an explanation concerning him. My
colleagues will be able to say if that was my rea.son. It is not true that the first election was at
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Kilmore. On the contrary, that of the hon. the
Speaker was the first. As it was not likely that
he would be opposed, I took an opportunity to visit
my constituency, and have my election somewhat
earlier than the others. I did this because for
several months the Government had been assailed
publicly and privately. I considered, therefore,
that it was only faIr to myself and the Government that I should have an opportunity of
makinlr a general statement in defence of the
Government, as well as to allude to the circumstances of the hone member's resignation; also,
to give an intimation to the country of our
future policy. That was my reason for fixing
the Kilmore election earlier. I would ask the
House whether this was not a reasonable course
to pursue; and I put it to the House whether
thoie reasons are not sufficient to prove that it
was not with the intention of taking an unfair
advantage of the hon. member, and that I did
not do that behind his back which I would
not have done to his face.
This has not
been my character in this country. I ha.ve never
been afraid to meet any charge face to face, and
I have always courted the fullest inquiry into any
act of mine ; I did not court silence on this or
any other question. (Hear, hear.) I will now
come to the simple facts of the case. The hon.
gentleman returned to his duties, and by an
a.rrangement urged chiefly I may say by himself and other members of the Government,
it was agreed that I should undertake a journey
to the gold-fields. I was urged to do this for
two objects-first, in order to make my8t'lf
acquainted with the wants of those mining districts which were not properly represented in
this House, and also for the purpose of requesting my friends throughout those districts to
assist in returning men to this House
who would assist in passing a Reform Bill.
(U Oh, oh," and laughter.) Well, I am not
ashamed of having taken that course, and the
result was successful, inasmuch as in the majority
of elections men favourable to the Reform Bill
returned. This was the object of my visit and the
result, and I consider it an answer to the second
allegation. It has been made a matter of comment
by the hone member that I was absent, that the
Postmaster-General was absent, and therefore he
has drawn the conclusion that because I was
absent and o~hers were absent, it was his
right to be absent Rlso. (Hear, hear.) When I
returned from the gold-neWs my coUeagues reported to me in the strongest possible manner
their fears for the safety of the credit of the
colo:.y : thll.t statement was made to me several
times. It was represented to me that the hon.
member had refused to &ell the lands, and that
great fears were entertained that the revenue of
the colony would be severely injured. I said that
the credit of the colony must be maintained at
whatever cost to ourselves, no matter what inconvenience. I considered t,hat it was a duty to the
eountry which we could not forego to realise from
the public lands the sum which Parliament
had directed to be obtained from them.
I can assure the House that no determination
was arrived at to throw large quantities of la.nd
into the market in such a manner as to suit
capitalists, or in large-sized lots. On the contrary.
Mr. DUFFY. -I never said so.

[SESSION

I.

Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I believe that the
speeches and conduct of the hone member have
implied that there was a sinister policy on the part
of the Government at work, and that it was only
by his interference that it was defeated. Nothing
of the kind ever occurred. Before setting out
for the country I received a communication from
a body of gentlemen known as the Convention,
requesting me to grant an interview. Before
granting it I summoned a meeting of my collea{Ucs in which it should be debated in what
way the answer to that request should be
given. This was the usual way 10 which
matters of this kind were discussed, when the
resolution to which I have referred was arrived
at. I met this deputation, and assured them
that there was no ground for this alarm that
large quantities of land would be sold, although
large quantities were surveyed ready for sale. I
read to them the determination of the Government, and tha.t only such lands would be sold as
were required for agricultural and other purposes.
Now that was not the purpose which the hone
member insinuated that the meeting of the Cabinet had been called for. To my astonishment,
after leaving town, I found tha.t the hone member had returned to his office, and had taken the
most unusual course of addressing a public meeting which he had called in the Board-room of
the Public Works of his intended policy. In
that statement there was something very like
a contradiction in terms to the statement made by
me to the gentlemen of the Convention. There
was an inference dra-;vn from that statement that
I and my colleagues had desired to do something
in respect to the lands of the colony which we
were not entitled to do. My colleagues pointed
out to me that the hone gentleman did not appear to be satisfied, and that it was my duty to
send the second deputation to which he refers to
him. The tone and temper of this hone ~entle
man showed that his desire was to assert hIS own
position, without any respect to that of his
colleagues. It was his desire to have the
sole and absolute control of the Land
Department.
He was desirous of holding
this position and tone, irrespective of the interests which might be at stake. This ap:pt!a.rs to
be in reality the cause of this idea which has
possessed the hen. member, that some persons
were seeking to interfere in the administration of
his department. In reference to the alteration of
the Estimates by me I will only sar that I never
made any alteration, and that nothing of the kind
was done except with the consent of my colleagues. As tc the meeting li.bout the Vice-~
speech at the opening of Parliament, Mr. D
was not present when it was drawn up-and
have to say that the hon. member was
not in the ha.bit of attending meetings of the Cabinet Council, but contented
himself with sending up his papers by anyone
who would take charge of them, in order to have
them perused by the Governor. When tha.t
speech was drawn up, His Excellency naturally
wished that some reference should be made to a
matter in which the Legislature of this colony
were concerned, inasmuch as a grant of £25,000
had been made by this House to the Indian
Relief Fund, and to which it was natural that
some reference should be made. I did not see
any impropriety in a pa.ragraph having reference
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to it being inserted in the speech. The Parliament was closely connected with it, and there
were no grounds for refusing to take notice of the
document in the Vice- Regal speech. This was done
by the Council, but the hon. member was not
there. (Hear, hear.) It was the act of the Ministry, not of the Governor, therefore the ca.sewhich
the hon. member has endeavoured to make has
utterly broken down. I do not see that the
hon member has any right to complain because,
l',t a meeting of the Cabinet Council, which he
does not attend, a pa.ragraph is inserted in the
speech with which he does not agree. We were
about to meet Parliament, and, as the House will
recollect, not under the most flourishing circumstances. Our prospects were then very gloomy,
and a resignation of any member of the
Ministry would have been very inconven;.ent
to us at the time.
The hon. member has
spoken a.bout his wish not to embarrass the
Government of which he was a member. Why,
on the eve of the opening of Parliament, when
the Ministry was in a position of difficulty, he
was about to retire because he could not get a
paragraph struck out of the Vice-Regal speech.
(Hea.r, hear.) While this matter was being discussed the question of mutilation arose, and
with it the part which the Nation newspaper had taken in respect to that matter.
The hon. member is very closely connected
with a school of politics which is outside this
country altogether (hear, hear); and the pur·
pose of the hon. member was to make the policy
of this country serve the purpose of those gentlemen whose policy is outside this country. I
have no wish to be associated with any political
party outside this colony, and I told the hon.
member that when he first came to this country.
The hon. member refers to the Saturday Review :
it ma.y be convenient for him to do so; but I know
something of newspapels also. It is the Nation
he means. (Hear, hear.) It would be very incODvenient to the objects of tha.t party that the
Royal speecla, framed by the Government of which
Mr. Duffy was a member, should be contrary to
the opinions of the Nation. (Hear, hear.) It
was urged that under the circumstances in wmch
wc then were there was a necessity for our
remaining united ; and that was the reason why
I consented to have this paragrapa expunged
from the speech. I had to go iatG His Excellency's
room and ask for the speech to be sent back, in
order to have this paragraph expun~ed. I would
wish to know whether it was posslble for me to
be placed in a more humiliating position? I bore
all this patiently, and much more that I do not
(l8.re to tell now. The hon. member speaks of
the support which he gave me. I was always
lIofraid of the support of my hon. friend, and was
.afraid that whenever a
difficulty arose
he would leave me in the lurch. Af~r
the termina.tion of that celebrated debate
during which His Excellency was kept
here all the evening, I thought we should
have some rest for a while; but, much to my
surprise, I received a note from the hon. the
Treasurer, tendering his resignation. It is not
an every-day matter to pick up a Treasurer,
although the hon. member mentions the matter
so blandlyl..and says it was a mere Treasurer. (A
laugh.) Treasurers are, however, not to be
picked up every day, and I was therefore

very anxious not to lose the assistance
of my hon. friend.
This difference I found
was on personal grounds only, and I felt
it my duty, knowing that the hon. the Treasurer
was m the right, to support him, especially as I
had a personal friendship for Mr. Duffy. I felt
that I ought not to allow any appearance of per·
sona.l fnendship to influence me in this matter.
His Excellency was in Gipps Land when this
resignation was tendered, and I suggested to Mr.
Harker that he should let the matter rest for a
fortnight, within which time it might be arranged.
There was no chance of the hon. the Treasurer
altering his determination, so I summoned a
Cabinet Council and told them that the 'treasurer
had resigned. Instead of such an observation as
that stated by the hon. member having been
made, the Treasurer stated that he would save his
colleagues any trouble by sending in hlS resignation to the Governor. Not one word of that has
been stated by the hon. member. It was suggested, in order to compromise the matter, that
Mr. Duffy should lay his land sales before the
Cabinet and make some apology to Mr. Harker
for the disrespect he had shown him. Mr. Duffy
replied that he was quite willinj?; to do the first,
but that he never intended to offer any affront to
Mr. Barker. Dr. Evans said that if he did not
mean any disrespect towards Mr. Harker he had
only to state so and that would be sufficient.
There was every disposition on the part of the
other members of the Ministry to heal up this
matter. Then there Was a discussion on various
matters before this took place. The hon. member says that I and my colleagues voted last session for the purpose of annoying him. It is true
that I held that the House would not recognise the
necessity for a Commission of Railways when it
had the previous session rejected the proposal; when therefore the question of this vote
of £1,000 came before the House, I refused to
press the matter, however advantageous it
might be for a friend of the hon. member's. I
declined to press for a division, and when the
question was put and negatived he called out for
a division. After that day the hon. member's
conduct changed towards his colleagues. He
came into the House and took his seat
without opening his lips to any of us. What
I have said amounts to this that he Ta.
tired on personal and not on political grounds ;
and, therefore, ·his attempt to say that he resip-ed from political motives is not consistent
wlth what he has stated to-night. At this
moment, too, there were differences in the
Cabinet between the Law Officers of the Crown.
(" Hear, hear," and loud laughter.) These
Cabinet secrets maL be h~hly interesting. (Contmued laughter.) This will show that Minlsters
do not always lie on a bed of roses, and that
occasionally little difficulties arise requir.
ing good temper and judgment on the part
of the General. I dare say the hon. and learned
Attorney-General expectant will some day be as
candid and plain as I have been to-night, and
say that he, too, has seen "family" dif·
ferenct'S arise. After all, there will be no
great harm in giving the young members the
benefit of my short experience. The letter that
Mr. Chapman wrote was written in my presence,
as I could not write myself-the hon. and
learned gentleman not having spoken to me for
H
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some time. I dictated that letter, and a.m not resignation was the ruin of the O'Shanassy
ashamed of having done so. It was called forth Ministry and the Land question. I will now read
by the circumstances. The answer WIl.S an ex- the hon. and learned member's letter. (Mr.
cuse, that the Cabinet summonses had not been O'Shanassy then read the letter he alluded to
sent. I made inquiries of those who had to de- which appeared in the following form in the
liver those summonses, and found that his sum- Warrnamhool Examiner of the date):monses had been delivered with the others.
" .MELBouR~ E GOSSIP.
When the hon. and learned member did attend
., (FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
the Cabinet meeting the difficulty between the
Law Officers had been arranged, and there is
" Duffy has resigned! This is the only item
no need to refer to it further.
(Cries of of news that I could bring it on my conscience to
"Go on!" and laughter.) The introduc- send to you for all these weeks; and even now I
tion of this subject will show that Ministers hesitate, because, of course, you have all had it
do not calculate on retaining office for ever. by the telegraph, and canvassed it by the light of
Well, Mr. Duffy came, and was asked," Have your own political views. It is a great fact :
you come to a decision?" His answer was that he there is no denying that. Duffy's loss is a terhad made up his mind not to remain. He did not rible blow to the O'Shanassy Cabinet No. 2,
think fit to resign till Parliament had closed, as he and there are not a few here who think
was ashamed to return and sit amongst the other that the 'good ship' will not survive the loss
members after filling office. Before Mr. Duffy of her principal spar.
Perhaps you would
retired he dictated a letter to the Treasurer, be surpnsed at the tendency that popular
stating that he had intended no discourtesy; and opinion has taken. There was a great effort
while we were all delighted at that in came the made here to prejudice the public against
letter containing hIS resignation. The first letter Duffy the very day his resignation was anI received was not headed "My dear O'Sha- nounced, but there never was a more complete
nassy;" it began, "Dear O'Shanassy" - the failure. The r~le-or, as I should rather call it,
" My" was left out. I felt as comfortable as the dodge-was to represent Duffy as resigning
possible, and my answer began" Dear Duffy." upon merely yersonal grounds-ke'lping the poli(Laughter.) I never took up a pen to write a tical aspect 0 the quarrel entirely out of view.
reply with more difficulty from the beginning to This was the substance of the statement contrithe end. I called a meeting of the Cabinet to buted to The Argu8 Herald, and Age, and two
consider the resignation. By an unanimous vote great points were the burthen of the song :-1.
-without my saying one word-- I was requested That Duffy's temper was incompatible with those
to hand in the resignation to the Governor. I of his colleagues. (What a phenomenon to find
did so but not in the spirit spoken of, and I the human mind differing in opinion.) 2. That
asked him to hold the office tIll a successar was ap- the difference between Mr. Duffy and his colpointed. My intention was to offer the hon. and leagues was upon purely personal grounds.
learned memeer his office again. What pre- Nothing could be farther from the truth. On the
vented me? The following morninK I started to best authority I have it that this is the second
that delightful little township of Kilmore, and time Duffy has been compelled to resign, simply
while pic-nicing and enjoying myself there, I on account of the advance he has made in the
read for the first time the letter I am now public opinion of . Victoria. I need not specugoing to read to the House. I asked my col- late upon this, however. Here is bis own letterleagues about it, but they could give meno answer.
.. 'TO THE EDITOR OF THE .A.RGUS.
I thought the matter had been entirely at an end.
" 'Sir -It was my intention to have preserved
I never communicated with the Press of this
ci~y; so that if articles did appear, I am clear of the strictest silence on the sl~bject of my retirethe responsibility of having been implicated by ment from office till the time came for the usual
them in any way. I found in that morning'S explanations in Parliament ; bu~ as ea~h of the
paper a letter, which I will read to the House. morning papers ha~ be~n fu.rnIsh~d wI~h. a verI read it from the Warrna~bool Ex.aminer, sion of the transactlOn, IdentIcal m SPIrIt, and
because I see in it some reference to a former plainly coming from the same source, and as
resignation, and I do not see how the informa- this version is not true, I am reluctantly comtion could have been published except with the pelled to depart so far from my original mtention
hon. and learned member's knowledge.
as to brielly contradIct it.
" 'You sta.teJ, on w~at, no doubt seemed to
Mr. DUFFY roce to cxplain.-He kn€w the
correspondent in question. Immediately on that you adequate authonty, that the CIrcumstances
heing published, he wrote to ask about it, and whil!h led to my resignation were "of a personal
received a rp-ply that either the Solicitor-Gereral and not of a. political character." There are in
or Dr. Evans told him. (" Hear, hear," and all Cabinets personal differences of opinion more
or less active, and I had differences with some of
laughter.)
Dr. EV' ANS, after a few words inaudible in the my collea~es from time to timer preci~e!y such
gallery, said.-I beg to state most distinctly that as are ineVItable among men WIth Op1DlOnS of
if the correspondent-Mr. Doyle-made any their own; precisely such as several of them.had
such statement to the effect alluded to by the with each other to the last moment I remamed
hon. and learned member, he has stated what is among them; but the alienation of feeling
eternally" absolutely, and wholly without founda- which led to my resignation was not personal~
tion. I had no such conversation.
but purely political.
" 'When I returned to the department of
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-The correspondence be·
side, the letter repeated in substance that my rude- Land and Works in September last, immediately
ness and overbearing conduct had led to the after my illness I found the public !Dind filled
resignation, and it concluded with saying that the with the idea that the Government mtended to
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throw an immense mass of agricultural land
into the ma.rket at once; and I discovered with
painful surpnse that such was actually the policy
of some of my colleagues. I represented to the
Cabinet in the strongest manner the objections
to this course, and finally succeeded by a bare
inajority'in negativing it. This decision and the
policy upon which it was founded, which 1 have
since felt bound to carry out systematically, has
been a source of constant heartburning from that
time forth. It led, I regret to say, to the loss of
a friendship which I very much valued- that of
Mr. O'ShanasRY. He got possessed by the idea
that I was acting in secret concert with the Convention-though with no member of that body,
and, indeed, with no human creature outside the
Cabinet, have I conferred on the subject then or
since. I merely did on my own instinct what I
considered my duty to the country in the position
in which I was placed.
" , Throughout the debates in the Cabinet on
a land policy, on Mr. Everard's resolutions,
and on the expenditure of the year, this sore
point continued to be inflamed, and it was made
a matter of offence that I still pmsued that
course to which I stood publIcly pledged, of reserving, as far as I.'ossible, the agrICultUlal lands
for future legislatlOn. Under the influence of
this feeling, I presume, one or two of my colleagues permitted themselves to take a course in
the House which would have justified my retirement, but that I was restrained by a sense of
honour from resigning while Parliament was sitting and the Ministry in daily peril.
'" When the House rose I had intimated to
me, for the first time, various new or postponed
grounds of dissatisfaction, involving, of course,
the eternal question of not selling more agriculturalland. These complaints were so trivial that
they disappeared like dust before the first breath
of explanation. But a new fact unhappily revealed itself to me in the course of discussionthat the Chief Secretary desired to make it impossible for me to remain in the Government
without personal discredit and humiliation. On
this conviction, there was but one course open
to me, and I immediately tendered my resignation.
" 'I trust you a.re right in concluding that one
probable advantage of my retirement will be to
abate the llliquitous sectarian war-cry which some
persons have endeavoured to raise against the
Government. But when you bring this advantage into sudden contact with the fact of my retirement, you suggest an inevitable suspicion that
they may stand towards each other in some occult way in the relation of cause and effect.
" , I am sorry to have been compelled to break
silence on this subject; but no one, 1 think, will
conclude that I ought to pass over so systematic
an attempt to evade the real facts, and to possess
the public mind with impressions unfavourable to
me.
" 'I have all my life considered personal
character the most precious possession, and mine
I conceive would be fahlly wounded if I were
proved capable of abandoning the post of duty
for mere personal differences.
" , I am, Sir,
'" Your obedient servan~
" , March, 16, 1859.'
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H It is a great pity, not only for themselves,
but for the interests of the country, that two such
men should quarrel; and I never thought it
would take place. But I venture to say the
fault is not Duffy's. It is many a long day since
the enemy of O'Shanassy and Duffy tried to
make mischief between them, by praising one at
the expense of the other. Duffy did not yield to
the temptation. Mo mear I that O'Shanassy
did.
"Duffy, I fancy! is too generous to tell all the
reasons of his reSIgnation, though his letter is
explicit enough:..Heaven knows. Now. who can
replace him? There is scarcely a. single man
among the Ministerialists capable of taking his
post; and it would be rather cool of O'Shanassy
to accept the twaddle of the Herald, and
make overtures to the Opposition.
Yet,
I assure you, there are curious rumours
afloat.
O'Shanassy's turbulent temper can
bear 'no rival near the throne;' and hence,
as Duffy's letter even shows, he has endeavoured
to shake off the principal source of his strength,
as a sacrifice to his vanity. The very bE'st friends
O'Shanassy had condemn him for his obstinacy,
and his rudeness and jealousy towards Duffy; and
they not only believe, but hope, that the present
Cabinet is doomed to 'a sudden and unprovided
death.'
" I should be sorry for it because their enemies
are all eager for an explosion, and if there be a
radical break-up it will not be easy for the liberal
party to procure a suitable , working-team' again.
As to resorting to the old Haines re[)ime and enduring Fellows, M'Culloch and Co., nobody ever
dreams of it. David Moore, perhaps, plodding
over his Brown's River potatoes, covets the emoluments of Land and Works; but I understand that
all the officials of that department hate him as an
overbearing martinet, and despise him as an
ignorant muff-so that the country could expect
little from him, at all events, even if the chances
of fortune should cast him into official position
again.
" I have little just now to say in the way of
general news, because we have been waiting for
the mail as eagerly as we ' waited for the May'
in the old country; and the Parliamentary recess
inclines us rather to a condition of political
coma. As to commercial news-don't ask me, for
I detest to be saying unpleasant things about the
present, and I don't like to be a black prophet
for the future. However,' there's a. good time
coming.'
" Melbourne, March 18, 1859."
You will see how the affairs were wrought into a
combination. I did not desire to seek form or
precedent in the matter, more than that duty
should be performed to the country and the
Legislature. The hon. and learned member has
taken upon himself that which he cannot justify.
That letter was published on the 9th of August,
and I suppose It must have been taken about
that time from the Melbourne Press. In the
month of March, the resignation took place.
From that time to the time I went to my constituents, I suffered under the gravest persoBal
imputation, and I am blamed for going to them
at all. Was it to be expected tha&, after all that
had apreared in the. Press, and that had
been saId by the COUntry, I was to be silent
to my constituents? Is it to be complained of
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that I answered it, and that I answered it, too, at
the end of eight months? I went before my constituents, and answered that letter in such a way as
to show that no reason whatever existed for
his hostility. He endeavoured to fix the onus
on my shoulders, but he never stated the reason
why. Why did he not say, "I had a difference
with the Treasurer?" but no, he never mentioned
his name. I then said, for the first time, what
my motives had been for the resignation} and
that it had as little to do with Mr. Barker as
with this House. It is for the House to reconcile
the statements, and place what weight they
like on the candid way in which I have put mine
beforel.0u. Then, Sir, with regard to the sales
of lan. As soon as I saw this statement I
called for returns, and found that the hon. and
learned member had sold in the month of
November before 150,000 acres. For months he
had been pressed to sell as much as was required,
at least within 100,OOOl. of it. All that statement made to-night does not touch this; for
when it was necessary to fill up the deficiencyno matter to what amount-he was bound to do
so. What was the use of going back to the
March before, and expressing his desire to subdivide the larger tracts of land, and give the poorer
class of capitalists a chance? His explanation
will not meet the case, because he cannot take
the whole, and not be answerable for a portion
of the difficulty. I find that during the last
four months in 1858, he sold 190,550 acres of
land, while the sales for the previous four
months amounted to 136,336 acres, showmg
that during the last four months he had
to sell nearly as much again as in the
time before.
Does this correspond with
his expressed desire not to ahenate the
large tracts of a~cultural land? If the price of
land was depreClated, it shows that it had been
badly selected, and did not fetch the money
that was wanted. The hon. and learned member does not show that he has been one bit more
conservative than his colleagues. There was a
practical deficiency of l11,OOOl. after all the land
was sold. Was it justIfiable, under the circumstances, for him to say we had defied the law of
the land? I am not an upholder of the law in
question-I wish to change it; but while it
is law it is to be obeyed. But was there anv
anxiety shown on his part to act with his 001leagues? without which harmonious action no Government could be successful. On the 24th
of February, I really found that unless we took
strong roelvlUres the result would be roost dangerous to the credit of the country, and an admirable opportunity would be afforded to the
enemies of the Administration. I was therefore
actuated by public and not by private motives,
and, beyond a desire to sustain our position as
Ministers, to prevent the colony becoming a byword. Now, Sir, I think I have shown to this
House that a different reason existed for the hon.
and learned member's course than the mere
slight of his colleagues. I do not think he has
improved his position by exciting my answer. I
am quite awar& that in the quiet and calm of that
happy retirement he alluded to he has had
ample opportunity to study his position. I will
now ask the House to glance at mine. I have
not had an hour to consider these-after 3011-trifling matters. I am, therefore, unprepared to
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deal as I should wish to do with statements that
I did not think would ever have been made. I
think sufficient reasons have been given to show
that the retirement took place solely on personal
and not on political grounds. Now for the conclusion of his observations. He says he doel not
wish to retaliate. No doubt he says what he
chooses to the House, but he chooses
this time when the Government is not
strong and is in an uncertain position, to make his
statement, and this is the result of his ma~ani
mous offer to forego his resentment. It 18 not
in his power to do more injury than he has done.
He has prepared a most skilful statement, having
had months to do it in, and delivered it at the
moment which of aJl others was the most important, and to which reply has to be made without any chance for preparation. He will not
vote, and for two reasons.
The first is
that Parliament was not called in Augustfond some hon. members, indeed, are ready
to say it could have been called together
in Mayor June. He has said he could prove
incontestibly that Parliament might have been
called in August if the matter is referred to &
Committee.
I declare, in the face of the
electoral arrangement, that he will find it impossible to substantiate his statement. I have
better grounds than he has, for it was in my
office the arrangements' were carried out, and I
am therefore more familiar with them. I know
something of the trouble and difficulty of making
out a census. He has not had the practical experience which would enable him to make the
declaration he has. I am prepared to show that
it was impossible to carry out those arrangements quicker than they were carried
out, and I am told the contrary only
by men utterly unacquainted with the
practical details of electoral registration. Did
they know the time and trouble expended they
would tell a different tale.
There was the
mapping out of the face of the country into
small divisions, appointing collectors, and, if I
went into the smaller matters, I should show how
we were precluded from completing the registration by June or July ; and then there was an
extension asked for. I consented for two reasons,
and one was that, during the last sitting of Parliament it was urged that it did not fully represent the feeling of the country, and that the
centre of the popula.tion should be represented.
J t was, therefore, deRirable that this feeling
should not arise again ; and fearing that, as the
collectorR were appointeti by t.he ml1.gist.rates,
Utches would take placel that the lists would not
be completed, and desirinf that everyone
should have an opportunity 0 recording his votet
I, with the consent of my colleagues, postponed
the sitting for one month. Was it not a proper
thing to do so? Could it be to prolong our
tenure of office? I will give you a case which
happened in my own dist.rict of Kilmore, where
130 names were added to the roll in consequence
of the delay. It was suspected, too, that collectors would have a bias and put or take off names
from the roll to suit their purpose; and a revision was required to prevent a handle being made
of this. Having extended the time, we carried
out the whole of the election in 49 days. Now,
Sir, bringing 130,000 names on the roll is not so
simple an operation as the hon. and learned
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member may think, when he says the whole could
have been done in one day. I say, Sir, in finding
returning-officers, and making all arrangement,
with a prospect of success in 49 days, there are
difficultles not contemplated by hon. members
who propose to complete the affair in a day. It
would not be practlcable to do as they say, and
at all events itwould require far more perfect machinery than is forthcoming now. We would not
have been justified in taking snch a risk. There
were 170,000 electors, and 78 men to be returned
for 48 districts. In the former House there were
60 members, 60 000 voters, and 37 returningofficers. That Government took two months,
and was never censured for taking so long a
time. Why this House is greatly indebted to us
for being brought into existence, as, according to
the old fashion, the ordinary time of election
would have been two years. (" Oh, oh.") I
never make rash statements. (" Oh oh.") I
never say that which I am not prepared to prove.
(H Oh, oh." A member.-" Take public opinion."} Public opinion is essential to all govern·
ment. (Hear, hear.) When the late Government accepted office, they did so with the
responsibility of carrying out the measure of
Reform. I ask them, why did they not do it?
They resigned office because they could not. If
it were not for that public opinion they would have
lasted for five years (" Oh, oh"); and yet we are
taunted because, after doing what they could
not do, they have not been called a few days
before they were.
A MEMBER. -Some one else would have
done it, if you had not.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-If opportunities were
afforded, there is no saying how many fine things
mlght have been done if we did not do them. The
hon. member for Sandridge must know something
about that, or else he will find it out. He has
been told that, unless he complies with certain
conditions, he must "walk." (Laughter.) You
see doing and saying are very different things.
I say it is a da.ngerous thing for men associa.ted
with the late Government to say they could have
called Parliament together in August. I fear I
have occupied the time of the House with matters both wearisome and tiresome to it; but I
could not sit down quietly and listen to wrong
statements, without claiming a patient hearing
to what lhave said.
Mr. IRELAND denied that he had any communication whatever with Mr. Doyle on the subject of the hon. member's (Mr. Duffy's)resignation
until after that event had occurred.
Mr. DUFFY said a few words in explanation.
Mr. IRELAND said he could (lnly say he had
no recollection of the circumstance. Mr. Doyle
called upon him, and he had asked him to try_ if
possible and bring matters about again. He (Mr.
Ireland) had done all he could to prevent the
occurrence of unpleasant circumstances.
Mr. HARKER said that the matter being of a
purely personal nature, had occupied too much
of the time of the House. (Hear, hear.) He
concurred with his colleagues ill denying that the
hon. the Chief Secretary had ever on any occasion domineered over his colleagues. Such a
statement was untrue.
Mr. DUFFY submitted that thehon. member's
language was unparliamentary.
Mr. HARKER would say, then, that it was
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utterly without foundation. As to the item
placed on the Estimates, as the hon. member had
said, by his (Mr. Harker's)' instrumentality, that
vote was put on in accordance with a promise
made at the close of the foregoing session. His
characier for honour was as dear to him as that
of anyhon. member was to himself. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. MICHIE said,-I beg to assure the House
that it was from no disinclination last evening
to express my opinion, either upon the motion
before the House, or the amendment upon it,
that I, in common With other hon. members on
either side, held back. I must confess that I
was anxious, as doubtless many other hon.
gentlemen were1 to hear some of those official
revelations of wnich we have heard so many
mutteriqgs through the public Press and elsewhere
-those distant thunderings which warned us how
we were to be affected when those terrible revelations were made. I wish, Sir, to offer one or
two remarks upon those disclosures, before I address myself to the particull\r question before us.
Sir, we have heard those revelations, we have
had thE! whole of those explanations, 'and I shall,
so far as I feel it at all interesting, advert to
them before I go into a general discussion of
the qucstion before the House. As far as
my opinion goes, Sir, I think that the statement
just made by the hon. member for Villiers and
Heytesbury, conned over, it may be, during the
last six months, and possibly none the less accurate for that, bears a very advantageous comparison with the loose, vague, dictatorial, and
declamatory tone of the hon. member who was
deputed to answer it. (Hear, hear.) It was nothmg new to me-in fact, it was among my anticipations as to what would proceed from the
hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury with
reference to his reasons for retiring from office.
In fact, it required no prophet to foretell it, and
I think some evenings before I stated in the hearing of many hon. members who are now listening
to me, that I apprehended it would be difficult to
find colleagues to act with the hon. the Chief
Secretary, unless they were prepared to sacrifice
their independence, and become mere adjectives
(hear), or to suffer very soon the consequences of
theIr refusal. The hon. member doubtless recollects very well my objections to his domination, and to the exercise of that strange
and independent will which he has displayed'__
He adopted a kind of language only admissible·
in one whose education was exclusively provincial. (Laughter.) I could scarcely hope to
work cordially with members of that Administration and especially with the Chief Secretary
himself. Now, with respect to the discrepancy
in those explanations, I must say it is somewhat
discreditable that, whilst those hon. members
have been torturing their ingenuity and almost
their imaginations, as it seems to me, for the
purpose of paying back that hon. member in
learning rather than in kindness, they have forgotten one circumstance. We have been told
we were to have such disclosures as would
horrify every hon. member on this side of
the House from the bare notion of having
anything to do with the hon. the Chief Secretary.
Sir, we have had no such disclosures. Whence,
I wish to ask, were they threatened, and how
have we been advised about them? I presume
by means of that mysterious instrumentality of
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the Press-by those awful leaders to which the
hon. member has referred. What were the
dreadful circumstances to be disclosed? Apart
from the minor performances upon those
minor stages, of which I was perfectly
prepared to witness the final denouement,
where was the extraordinary display of disaffection attnbuted to the hon. member for
Villiers and Heytesbury. As to the peculiarity of
his statement, it was admitted by the hon.
member, and it does him credit, that he objeeted
to the introduction of an important State document, a document in conjunction with Mr. John
Thomas Smith, or to Mr. John Thomas Smith's
donkey (laughter)-one character is almost as
historical as the other. (Roars of laughter.) And
when the hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury got to tha.t, I hardly knew what extraordinary
animal might not be trotted into the document.
(Continued laughter.) He (Mr. Duffy) objected almost exclusively to the demand of this chief upon
grounds which have not bet'n contradicted in any
way, lI.nd I have listened with great attention to
hear if any declarations were made by hon. members opposite to controvert a statement uttered
in a spirit that was quite compatible with the
feeling of a most loyal subject, and with the
respect due to this House. (Hear, hear.) I
quite agree with the hon. the Treasurer that
enough, toe much, attention has been devoted to
the hon. member's (Mr. Duffy'lI) explanation, certainly too much time has already been awarded
to Nicholson-street. (A laugh.) I should like
to ask him (Mr. Harker) what right he had to
make speeches by which the Ministry were to be
bound, and especially in the responsible position
which he occupied, among his own constituencv,
as to the appropriation of a sum for a certa~n
street, which he afterwards had to represent?
What right had he to ask for a sum for that district? I was a little astonished that the hon. member should compromise his own constituency by
making use of such expressions as "trading
politicians, practising upon the credulity of thtl
public." If there is any trading politician in this
community, it is the hon. member himself; and I
will prove It to him if he will hear me for a few
minutes. Has he not attended a variety of
public meetings, the object of which was to oust
his president? (Mr. Harker.- H I deny havin
attended any meetings for such a purpose.'R
)
Well, Sir, I was at none of the meetings myself
(laughter), save one. I will therefore confine
myself to the one at which I met the .hon.
gentleman (lau~hter), after, I believe, it had
been notified that I and my colleagues had consented to take office upon certain grounds. Did
not the hon. gentleman attend that meeting?
(Mr. Harker.-H I did.") Did the hon. gentleman object that either I, or any of my colleagues,
were not worthy of confidence?
Mr. HARKER.-I can say that, in the whole
eourse of this debate, the chief object seems to
be to preclude any hon. member-Mr. MICHIE.- -If the hon. gentleman will
~ve me a short answer to my question, for that
18 the purpose for which I took my seat, I will
listen to him, but I see the hon. gentleman is
not prepared to do so. I repeat the question--did the hon. member object to any members of
hat Administration as being unworthy of his confidence? I believe that other members who had
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been in the Opposition which had ousted the
previous Administration were also present at the
meeting to which I refer. I believe the question
was put to them, and had been repeatedly put.
They had been consulted as to the principal persons who should occupy the seats \-acatE'd by the
gentlemen who had so lately been displaced. It
was put to that meeting as to whether objections
could be made against those members, and no objections were made. Mark now the commen t upon
the language of last night as to "trading politicians." Are these hon. members to set up such a cry?
It seems to me the result of a peculiar and critical state of mind on the part of these gentlemen. It must be ascribed to the condition in
which they are placed with the House, and
which causes almost every official member who
gets up for the purpose of vindicatin~ his policy
to place himself m a sort of imagmary dock.
(Laughter.) The hon. the Chief Secretary appeared to adopt that course when he said,
"Make out your charges against us. We are
no ordinary criminals. (Laughter.) The veriest
criminal brought up for trial has a di~tinct charge
preferred against him." Why, Sir, should they
Imagine themselves to be in a criminal dock (I
speak, of course, in metaphor), if they did not
feel that it was an appropriate position for them?
(Laughter, and" Hear, hear.") Now, we come
to another part of the hon. the Treasurer's
speech of last evening, which he undertook t:>
say with a.n intrepidity which seems to be catching, and with a confidence which it seems to me
he did not possess some three years ago. It may
be that the close proximity to his hon. Chief
which he enjoys, gives hIm the advantage
of some of that hon. gentleman'S qualities in
place of his own blushing timidity. (Laughter.)
He said he desired to have a case made out
against the Government. Now, I should rather
be inclmed to say that, instead of there being a
difficulty in making out one case against the Government, it is difficult to say what sort of a
dozen cases have not been proved against them.
(Hear, hear.) The only embarrassment m my
mind, I must say, is where to begin. (Hear,
hear.) But if we are to make a beginning with
that little interest in the Provident Institute
which the hon. member has, I think he has
put a somewhat rash question. Can either he or
his colleagues tell the House that portion of the
charge has been disposed of in a sa.tililfactory
manner? (" No, no.") I put it to hon. members
whether they have made out that part of their
case. (" No, no.") Is it not sufficient that this
country groans under a conviction that it is not
merely something in the highest degree discreditable to the MinistryI but, inasmuch as that
Ministry is supposed to Oe the beRt this country
could furnish, to the whole colony, that such
transactions can be carried on, and the Government who authorise them be permitted to exist
one month afterwards? (Hear, hear.) In
making this statement, I am sure that I speak
the deliberate convictions of the 1,300 constituents who sent me here. Is it not disgraceful
when the hon. Treasurer, actuated not by that
deliberate love of approbation which has been
attributed to him, but by a far lower and grosser
motive, turns his attention to heap up worldly
wealth, utterly regardless of the high duties he
owes to the country (hear, hear), and the respcct
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due to his colleagues? But it is far worse than
that when he findR sympathetic colleagues (hear,
hear) to support him, and who have supported
him from that time to this. I think the language the hon. member has used is of a very
passionate nature to proceed from a person of
such a cool and deliberate temperament, when he
says it would be a relief to him if he were to
resign office to-morrow. I think we may be
allowed to say that he has deceived himself as to
his indifference when we find that he and his
colleague the Collector of Customs have been the
founders of this ProvidentInstitute. (Hear, hear.)
Well, Sir, then, am I to be told that that part of
the case is of a puny and contemptible character
as against this Government? Is it or not the
case? Have the hon. members of the Administration met that view of it-that the two positions are utterly incompatible. That the Hon.
Mr. Henry Miller- I suppose I must call him
that, he being a member of the other House-has
been a money-lender to a large Government contractor -a money-lender at the usurious interest
(hear)-at least, as business men have in(H No, no!"
formed me-of 18 per cent.
from the Ministerial benches.) Well, 10 per cent.
or 2 per cent., the principle is all the same; but
we will say 18 per cent. (laughter), which arithmetic brings it to. I ask the House whether the
positions are not utterly incompatible---whether,
holding the high and honourable office of
Collector of Customs, and one of the confidential advisers of the representative of the
Crown in this colony, he is in a position, even if he should be so inclined, to do
his duty to the country whenever it became
necessary to put the stringent law in force against
the contractor. I say that he is not in that position, and I say that an inquiry should be
initiated as to the faithful carrying out of
the work, as I have here a solemn affirmation-a statement made on oath by a variety of
persons, some of whom are in a most respectable
position in the colony-an affirmation made before four Magistrates in this city, as to the abuses
on the railway works, committed not merely by
those persons who are engaged in the execution
of the work, but the servants of the Government.
There must be a Committee upon the subject,
and, I will ask, is the Administration, of which
the Hon. Mr. Miller is a member, one to carry
out faithfully and fairly such an inquiry? (Cries
of H No.") Is there any man in this House who has
the intrepidity to say yes? (H Yes. I do," from
Mr. O'Shanassy.) Well, I think that the hon.
member has confidence unbounded. (U Hear,"
from Mr. Harker.) We get a faint cheer from
the hon. the Treasurer if he does not have much
confidence in it. There is a general assent to this
pro):.osition. As that contract was made for the
purpose of being inquired into if the contractor
did not do his duty to the public, whom he had
undertaken to serve for a consideration in money,
I say, Sir, that those who were to preside over Mr.
Bruce were bound to refrain from having, either
directly or indirectly, or in the most remote manner,
any pecuniary interest therein.
I think Mr.
Bruce must think so also, for when I come to
put two or three things together, I find tha.t Mr.
Bruce (if I may interpret his feelings from his
actions) would be desirous to keep the present Ministry in-(hear)-for I find that that gentleman,
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whose only motive should be to do his work faith·
fully, and get his rights when he does his work, has
within the last month or two become a most enthusiastic electioneering agent. He was so at
Castlemaine and became an extensive patron,
instead of being extensively patronised. What
right has Mr. Bruce to be engaged in
business of that nature? Is he fugleman
to the Crown-(laughter)- and three cheers
for anybody? I dare say he has his
reasons. I can very easily divine t!lem. He
thinks it desirable, no doubt, to hava----:I hardly
know how to describe it-such a Government,
such a Treasurer, such a Postmaster-General~
such a Chief Secretary, and such a Collector of
Customs (laughter), to preside over his work,
and, indeed, he sees infinite merits in them, for
the same reason as I see demerits in them. So
far for that part of the case; and instead of it
having been adequately answered, it has not been
touched upon at all. (Hear.) I go on. There
is no doubt the Justices's question is a
matter harped upon, I admit, almost ad
nauseam. I for one entirely disavow that
I have ever been led by sectarian principles at all since I have been in this House, but
I have sought to study the fitness of men to hold
commissions of the peace. I never whilst in
office insulted a man by inquiring what was his
faith. I always acted on that principle, as hon.
members know, from the first time the list was
handed to me; and I appeal to many hon.
members who knew me then, that what I did was
utterly unanticipated. On going over the list, I
found, among others, the name of the hon.
member for Villiers and Heytesbury (laughter) ;
and I say that, although he had been opposed t()
me, and from time to time we had
passages of arms, I remarked that I
could not say that he was not fit
to be a magistrate, and I passed his name, together with that of the hon. the Treasurer~
although had I known as much then as I do now
of that gentleman, I might have acted differently.
(Cheers. ) The hon. the Chief Secretary remarked upon the fact that as many magistrates
had been made during my 10 months' tenure of
office as during his tenure, but he forgot that
among the appointments were a number taken
out of the hst I found left by Mr. Chapman
when I took office. With respect to the question
of justices, I always did l and always shall do if
ever I am again in the fosition, apply my
judgment to the principle 0 fitness. Although
most reluctant, knowing how much ill-feeling is
caused by such references, yet, as the hon. the
Chief Secretary referred to the matter, I answer
him thus, that if fit persons were the whole of
them Roman Catholics, and the unfit of the Protestant creed, I would say, let the ROlr'an Catho-lics be in the Commission of the Peace. (H Oh,"
and "hear.") Those are the men for the situation.
It is attempting to mislead the judgment of the
House for the hon. the Chief Secretary to
attempt to misstate that part of the question;
and I say with respect to the different appointments to which reference has been made, that~
not only by this House, but by the
disgust which has been publicly expressed~
they have been univE\J'88.11r condemned. The
hon. member last evening saId that I had allowed
myself to be led astray by hearsay. Sir, he has
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made a mistake. I happen to occupy a position
in which by accident occasionally one does not
take hearsay evidence, but the most crushing
evidence of the fitness or unfitness of any individual. I say that during the last three or f)ur
months in the Supreme Court- and there may be
some hon. gentlemen here who, if not present on
the occasion to which I am about to refer, may
have read an account of it in the public journals,
in which one of the very persons-fit
persons - was cross-examined by myself
and I think tha~ I had a good opportunity for
ascertaining the fitness of one justice of the
peace to fill such a situation. I will spare the
gentleman's feelings by not mentioning hIS name,
but in answer to my question he displayed such
unfitness to discharge his duties that he provoked roars of laughter from the ~ods in the gallery. (Laughter.) Some inqu1ries should, I
contend, be instituted before such appointments are made, because although we do not
show the same reverence to a Justice of the
Peace that we do to a JudO"e of the Supreme
Court, yet, nevertheless, the position of a
Justice of the Peace is even more important
than that of a Judge, because he has to deal
with a fellow creature in remote localities of the
country, where the Justice is not immedialely
under the eye of a metropolitan Press and the
profession, and consequently, is apt, if of erratic
tendency, to run a little to riot (Laughter.) Th!l.t
matter has not, Sir, been properly handled by the
hon. the Chief Secretary • Now, Sir I come to
the conduct of the Government with respect to
the appropriation by them of the public money.
The Hon. Treasurer has always taken a most
high tone, and I certainly should have thought
that he would have objected to the course
.adopted by his hon. colleagues with reference to
the public revenuel and the misappropriation of
which they have been guilty. I allude more
~specially to a vote which was negatived by this
House for the appointment of a Solicitor to Railways. Ou~ht not that opinion of the House to
be respected? But was it? Sir, within a few
-days after that vote was negatived-I am now
not going on mere hearsay, but on reliable
~vidence -a few
days afterwards, an hon.
member, on looking over the proceedings,
saw a vote for the appointment of a Solicitor
to Railways. H Ah," says he, "I thought
we disallowed this vote;" when up jumped a
gentleman on the opposite side of the House, and
said-" True, you disallowed a Solicitor to Railways, but this gentleman, Mr. Hugh John
Chambers is Chief Clerk." Now for the sequel.
I should think that the Chief Clerk of that Chief
Clerk ought to know something about the Chief
Clerk" if anybody does. I believe my learned
friend on my right was in the Court at the time
I said to this Chief Clerk's Clerk, "What are
you r' "Chief Clerk to the Solicitor to Railways," answered he. "Hulloa," I said, "I did
not know there was such a thing." Whereupon he
picked himself up, and said, " I mean, I am Chief
Clerk to the Chief Clerk to the Railways." Now,
Sir, he may be called a bishop or anything else,
but his character cannot be altered. I call him
a solicitor appointed in defiance of the vote of
the House. He had not onr been appointed, but
had been doing the duty 0 a solicitor. (Hear.)
I care not what title is given to him, but that is
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his character). and I have seen him performing
the duties of l::\oIicitor to the Railways.
Mr. IRELAND.-That L'I what he receives his
sa.laryfor doin,. (Laughter.)
Mr. MICH E. That is what he receives his
salary for doing! That is what I thought was refused by the House. (Hear, hear.) I should
like to ask the hon. member where the
money came from, or whether the Ministry
have been in the habit of saying, we will dip our
fingers into the public pocket in defiance of the
House? (Cries of" No, no.") The Chief Secretary may say" No, no," but if he be as astute
as the hon. member the Treasurer, who preferred an "elder" who selected a. Government
office with Sunday labour, to an eldership in a.
Scotch kirk, he would, instead of saying "No,
no," say" Yes, yes." (Laughter.) There has
been, Sir, a great deal of giving and taking
among the members of the Ministry, so much
so that the motto has been apparently,
"Let us gi ve and take, and let us be a.
happy family, so that we can as long
as possible stick to the benches." That has
been the principle, I will venture to say, and the
motto of the hon. member for the West Ridin~.
(" Hear," and laughter,) I find the proof of It
staring me in the face in every direction, not
merely in a large sum of money being appropriated to the erection of a breakwater at Williamstown, which by some peculiar distortion of
" J ohnson's Dictionary" has been called a railway, but in a variety of other cases-in fact, ever
since the hon. member the Treasurer first entered
office. Sir, I have done with thlt hon. member,
but before I sit down I will bestow a few words
upon the hon. the Postmaster-General. (t< Hear,"
and laughter.) The hon. member said" No, no,"
this night, and also last night, with reference to
some communication which was read, in a marvellous and most inexplicable manner. He said
"No" to a letter, and when the letter was read
he said" Hear."
Dr. EV ANS.-What letter?
Mr. MICHIE.-A letter from Messrs. Cutter,
Batten, and Cu.-the celebrated Richmond letter.
Laughter.) (The hon. member then read the
etter.) (To Dr. Evans) Is that a forgery?
Dr. EV ANS.-Not at all. It is quite correct
(great laughter), and I stand by it now (hear)every sl'llable of it.
Mr. MICHIE.-Very well. Then, Sir, I am
very glad to hear that the hon. member stands by
every syllable, for he will make a brother picture
with the hon. the Solicitor-General, when that
hon. member was at Maryborough (laughter) ;
and I should like to see them hanging
up side by side. The intelligent men with whom
the hon. member was dealing seemed to know
the benefit of having everythin~ in writing, so
that they might have somethmg to refer to.
(Laughter.)
Dr. EV ANS.- They got it, and did not ask
for it. It was Jlroffered te them.
Mr. MICHIE.-Then, of course, I apologise.
They did not ask for it, but they ~ot 1t. The
fact is, we have a number of proposItions placed
before the hon. member, and we have his reply
to them in writing. The hon. member last night
sajd " No, no" when it was said he had gone in
for "free grass."
Dr. EV ANS.-No.
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Mr. MICHIE.-I say still that such is the
only reasonable interpretation of the letter.
Why did not the hon. member for the West
Riding say "No, no" before, when he was
asked?
Dr. EVANS.-I did say so.
Mr. MICHIE.-It was so faint that it did not
reach me (laughter) ; but all I can say is that
there was such felicity amongst some of the hon.
gentlemen to whom I am turning (the hon. member turning towards the Convention members)
when the letter was received, that they rejoiced
over it in the same manner as there is more joy
over a sinner that repenteth than over 99 just
Conventionists. (Great laughter.) Now,Sir,Iwant
to ask the hon. member why he attains so much
fame under such false pretences? Why did he
not come forward boldly, and say, H it is
not true. I am sorry to find that you
took it as such. I never went in for
free grass; and do not imagine that I am one of
the Convention?" That would not have done
then, however, as people even in this colony are
not accustomed to such sudden transformations.
(Laughter.) Sir, it does seem to me that when
the hon. member and his colleagues came in to
save the country by introducing a liberal Land
Bill, they should not save only a respectable old
squatting patriot like Mr. Hector Norman Simson-for I fiud that at Maryborough that that
respectable settler, in the fulness of his postprandial heart, called the hon. member,
Mr. O'Shanassy, the saviour of the country.
(Laughter.) When it comes to this pass-from
saving the country to saving Mr. Simsonit does appear to be the most discreditable de·
scription of policy that I have ever met with
either in colonial or imperial Governments.
I think that the apathy which is displayed is a
proof of the state of public feeling. Had the
Parliament been sitting on each occasion that an
incident similar to those I have mentioned arose,
the present Ministry would have been unseated ;
yet when they have been allowed to accumulate,
people become almost apathetic to them. The
hon. the Postmaster-General has himself shown
the way in which notes should be recorded
this night, and I will tell him how he has
done so, ur-less he has been grossly misreported.
There is no doubt that the
judgment of the country has long since gone
forth against the Ministry; but I cannot understand the conduct of the hon. member who is
now sitting with those colleagues whom at Richmond he entirely ignored.
Dr. EV ANS.-I never said so.
Mr. MICHIE.-As, SIr, one does not always
keep a supplyof newspapers about him, I will
not confine myself to exact words, but, from the
sense of the reports which have appeared I will
say that, both at Richmond and Avoca, the hon.
member stated to the electors that he appeared
before them as a r~presentative not associated
with the Ministry. (Hear.)
Dr. EVANS.-That is grievously wronggrossly misreported. (H Oh.")
Mr. MICHIE.-It is very hard, indeed, to
understand how gentlemen connected with the
Press, who devote all their time to their duties,
and to perform them as faithfully and deliberately
a.s they can, should have sat down to misrepresent one public man in particular. (Hear.)

Dr. EVANS.-They were not members of the
Press, but hired agents. (H Oh.")
Mr. MICHIE.-I am not, perhaps, in the
arcana of such proceedings so much as the hon.
member, but I take leave, at the same time, to
hold my own opinion, since I have no proof to
the contrary. It is very easy to get up the cry
of .. hired agents," but it implies a grave
charge against a journal; and I must, therefore, permit myself to remain in doubt until
the hon. member proves that I am in error.
Mr. Michie proceeded to say that he did
not propose, at this late period of the night,
to go over the other matters of detail that
had been mentioned with respect to the
char~es against the Ministry; but there was one
alluslOn that had been made to himself that he
must refer to. He was very much pained to
see, in a journal yesterday, a letter, WhICh hinted
that if he were released from his promise to
take office by his constituents he would take it,
but he could assure them that if all the members
of his constituency came forward and asked
him to do S\J he would refuse. If it
was supposed that, in the event of a
Ministry being formed in consequence of the
carrying of this amendment and he entertained
no doubt but that it would ~ carried, he might
be inclined to take office in consequence of what
mi~ht be imagined to be the incongruous matenals of which an Administration must be
formed, they were mistaken. As far as he was
concerned. however, he was prepared to support
any Ministry that he could have confidence in ;
and he believed such a Ministry could be formed:
although the hon. the Chief Secretary seemed
to im~ine otherwise, for that gentleman apparently imagined that no Ministry could be formed
without him. The celebrated saying of "Ego et
Rex meus" was nothing to the dictum of the Chief
Secretary. Referring to what had been said
with reference to the report that he had
expressed himself in favour of free selection before survey, what he had said was, that if the
system of survey proposed in t.he present Government's Land Bill, on his perusal of it, should
appear to him to be a cheat, he would prefer
free selection before survey, rather than support
such an imposture. As a substitute for deferred
payments, he was prepared to support a leasing
system, with power given to the lessees to pur·
chase the land at the upset price a.t any time they
pleased. If they did not please f then when the
land was sold to others theIr. improvements
could be valued; and thereby the public would
enjoy all the advantages of deferred payments, without any of its disadvantages.
As to the present Ministry it was a chameleon one, that took its colours from what·
ever was nearest to it at the moment-at one time
from Mr. Hector Norman Simson, at Maryborough, aoo a.t another from Messrs. Batten
and Cutter, at Richmond. Before sitting dowD)
for he would not detain the House longer at that
late period of the evening, he would express a
hope that whatever changes of Ministry might
take place some progress would be made WIth
the work of real legislation. What had become
of the Educational Bill? It had evidently been
abandoned by the hon. the Treasurer. (Mr.
Harker·-" No, no, only postponed.") Well,
postponed sine die. -Where was the GovernI
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ment Land Bill? He could assure the man to fill the onerous post of Solicitor of Railhone members that, however liberal it was, ways. Mr. Chambers was considered the best
his liberality would surpass its. (" Hear, hear," qualified person for the post, and was accordfrom the members of the Convention.) ingly appointed. He (Mr. Ireland) could not
When returned by his constituency he had pledged see how the will of the House had been violated
himself to use his best endeavours to turn out by that appointment, nor was he aware that the
the present Administration, and he had given fact of Mr. Chambers being a lawyer incapathem his reasons for it. One of the most damag- citated him from being Chief Clerk of Railways.
ing speeches made that night had been by the (" Oh, oh.")
hone the member for South Melbourne, who
Mr. MICHIE.- -Does he still carry on his
however partial towards the Government, and business as an attorney_?
coming as he did unpledged from his constituency,
Mr. IRELAN D. -Yes, he does; and I
He
nevertheless had come to the honest resolution, see no rea.son why he should not.
that it was his duty to vote against the Govern- ma.intained that such a course would be a
ment. (The hone member resumed his seat, after shallow economy, and he contended that the
a. lengthened sp~ech, amidst prolonged applause.) rail way business had been well and cheaply carMr. IRELAND congratulated the country that ried out. Another charge was in respect to the
the Land Bill which Mr. Michie originally sup- clerk of petty sessions at Collingwood and Brunsported in that House had not been carried, as, wick. That charge was also made by the hone
had the opposite been the case, the people would member for East Bourke. But what was the
never have had the advantage of his pro- fact? Why, that Collingwood had a clerk apposed leasing system. The hone the Treasurer, pointed at a sala.ry of 3OOl. per annum, and he
he thought, could well afford to hear the was to do duty at Brunswick. So that so far
observations which had been made about from a misappropriation having been made, the
him by the last speaker. Those" tavern difference was only that the clerk, instead of
interviews" were but indifferently understood, doing duty for Collingwood and Brunswick, did
and for his (Mr. Ireland's) part, he knew nothing duty for the former place and Fitzroy, and a
about them. That kind of attack was most clerk was employed for Brunswick at a
improper and uncalled for. The very gentleman salary of 25l. per annum. He contended that
who had so vituperated the Chief Secretary was the hone member for Sandridge had utonce willing to be a colleague of his.
terly failed to prove the charges which
Mr. MICHIE.-So far from being willing to he had brought against the Government.
be a colleague, I distinctly stated that I would He did not enter on a.ny proof of those charges,
not join Mr. O'Shanassy, or any other man who but rested his motion on the ground th!l.t the
was 80 virulently opposed to liberal educational Government was in a minority in the House. It
measures.
was, forsooth, because a certain party, unacMr. IRELAND made a broad and general quainted with the true position of the question,
statement. The Chief Secretary, according to had chosen to take their seats on the other side
the hone and learned member, was a most over- of the HouRe, and vote with a party which was
bearing and domineering man, and yet within more opposed to them tha.n they (the ~Iinistry)
two years back he (Mr. Michie) was ready to were. Was it because a certain portion of the
co-operate with him.
I Press had been hired by a fa.ction in this city for
Mr. MICHIE.-- I deny it. What I said was the purpose of opposing and misrepresenting the
this-that I would not allow personal objectIOns Government?
to stand in the way of my joining any good
Mr. NICHOLSON rose to order. He obMinistry; but that I could not give in my ad- jected to the hon. member makipg su.ch an obhesioR to any man who so virulently opposed the servation concerning an associatlOn Wlth whlCh
Education question. If Mr. Haines were back he had been connected.
.
in the colony he would give a different version of
The SPEAKER apprehended that the hone
the ma.tter to what has been stated from the member did not allude to any particular assoother side.
ciation. He merely said a faction.
Mr. IRELAND continued.-It was not that
Mr. IRELAND wished Mr. Haines were back.
He would, however, proceed to another personal because there was a certain numerical superiority
matter, viz., tpe appointment of Mr. Chambers, on the other side of the House it was to be said
as Solicitor of Railways. He thought the hone that the Ministry was unworthy of the oonfidence
and learned member should have been the last of the country. If they were unworthy of that
person in the world to have alluded to the confidence, let it be proved by their acta. The
appointment of a gentleman with whom he had first subject which had been touched upon was
not been on speaking terms for a long time. He' the patronage, more especially with reference to
had no hesitation in saying that the hone mem- the magistracy. It was shown by the Chief
ber voted against the sum in the Estimates en- Secretary that the previous Government had
tirely from personal feelings.
appointed more m~strates than they had. The
Mr. MICHIE rose·to order.
hone member fot Rlpon had admitted that it was
Mr. IRELAND withdrew the expression. difficult to obtain proper tests of the fitHowever, the amendment was only carried by a ness of those men who were upon the
majority of one. The necessity for assistance in magistrates' roll. He would ask what names
the department was admitted, and SOOl. were had been adduced in support of this charge of
voted for a clerk of railways, and 5OOl. for his general incapacity. It mIght be unpleasant, but
assistant. The appointment of Mr. - Chambers it was the duty of the hone member who moved
was made, chiefly because the Crown Solicitor the amendment to bring forward some proof of
was absent iD: England. ~hat functionary's the charges which he h~ made against th~ maabsence necessItated the appomtment of a good gistracy. He thought It a matter of dehcacy
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to mention the Lames of individuals, but
he had no objection on a. vague charge to libel
the Ministry which appointed them. (Hear, hear.)
It was quite true that the Ministry had selected
these men from their friends, and so would they
always be selected. In making that selection,
the Ministry could not inquire into the fitness of
every individual. A member of Parliament came
and said that he wished this honour for some one
in his district, and he iVould vouch for his fitness.
It would be a positivtl insult to the applicant
for the Government to say they doubted
his statement, and ma.ke inquiries themselves.
His successors, whoever they might be, would
find that they would have to give their supporten.
a decided preference. He avowed that such had
been the course pursued by the Government, but
they had never preferred unfit men to fit ones.
He could point to ma.ny cases, in which the magistrates appointed by their predecessors were
objectionable. It was only the other day that
a case, in which 9OOl. worth of spirits
illegally on the premiseI'! of a person, were seized,
and the local magistracy had to adjudicate upon
the matter. He was asked to appoInt a stipendiary magistrate to hear the ca.<le, but did not interfere; and what was the result? Why, that
the parties were acquitted, and the spirits given
over to them. The deCision was most flagrant;
but it turned out that the magistrate who
gave it was himself three months ago conIn proof that
victed of sly-grog selling.
they were not eager to distribute their
patronage, he might mention that. since they had
been in office, the place of Postmaster-General, a
Commissioner of Water and Sewerage, and two
police magistracies, had become vacant. Several
applications had been made for the latter. Had
they attempted to put their friends into these
offices? No; they had left them open, so that
the Reformed Parliament might express an
opinion on the Government of the country.
The next charge was, that they had
delayed the meeting of Parliament.
An
alteratIOn was made In the Registration Act,
by which that which was to be done on the 10th
of February was made to be done on the 20th of
March, which period was the very shortest at
which those things could be done. Owing to
the applIcation from the Back Creek, and
the statement that a large number of persons had been disfranchised, they extended
the time so that those who had been
omitted from the roll might be included. This
course was also urged by the Press. It was the
Ist of August before those returns were completed. Another matter, referring to the life
of an unfortunate culprit, had been dragged into
this debate. The House had no right
to demand an explanation of any matters
which transpired in the Executive, and
in which His Excellency was concerned; but
he had to state that the Governor had, in a most
magnanimous manner, offered, if any member of
the House would move for them, to lay on the
table of the House the report of the Chief J ustice, and the whole of the papers connected with
the matter. (" No, no.") Those who refused to
accept that offer were not justified in making this
charge against the Ministry. His Honour the
Chief J usticc was present at the meeting of the
Cabinet, at which Regan's fate was decided, and
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his counsel, Dr. Sewell, solicited and obtained an
interview with the Govern nor. It was also
stated that he had not done his duty in respect
to the Omeo murder case, but the fact was that
the depositions were sent down in a faulty condition, and his efforts to obtain a conviction
were unavailing until the second trial.
He really blushed (" Oh, oh," and laughter)
to find that it was necessary for him to defend
the conduct of a Law Officer in a court of justice. Some allusion had been made in the course
of the debate as to the Land policy of the Opposition. Hitherto nothing had been spoken about
but a certain outcry-all the rest had been carefully avoided. (Mr. Loader and Mr. Barton"We're coming.") The hone and learned member then alluded to the charges brought against
Mr. Henry Miller with reference to the railway
contracts, and observed that that gentleman was
in no way responsible for the carrying-out
of that contract, which was under the
control of the Board of Land and Works.
If they could show that any improper conduct
had been followed by Mr. Miller, then it would
be something for them to talk about; but whai
had they proved? Enough had been said
about the various charges against the GovernDlent; but what had been said about measures
of public policy? When he first took his seat
in that House, although he sat on the Opposition side, he continually support~d the late Chief
~ecretary whenever he thought himself justified
in so doing. Hon. members seemed to think
that there was nothing for the Opposition to
do but to turn a Government out; but he
thought there were little indications already
that showed that when their successors
had formed a Ministry they would very
likely not be long occupants of the Treasury
seats. (Hear, hear, and laughter, from the
Convention. ) What had been the conduct of
the hone and lea.rned member for St. Kilda with
reference to the Land question? After coming
forward at one time as the lion of the Land
League, he had suddenly gone round In favour of
the squatters. The present Government had a.
land measure which they were prepared to lay
upon the table. (Mr. Barton-Show it us.) The
first principle in It was the sale of town and suburban lands, and others of special value, by auction. Second, free selection within certain areas.
(Mr. Barton, and other members of the Convention-Oh, oh.) They were also prepared to return
5s. in the pound to the local boards. These
were principles that were supported by members
in that corner of the House (below the gangway
on the Opposition side). The learned member
then made a powerful appeal to the Conventionl
telling them that when once the Land Bill h8.<1
passed the' second reading they could so alter
it as to meet their own views. Let them not be
hoodwinked by those whose interest it was to
keep the lands of the colony out of the hands of
the public. Were the Ministerial Land Bill
once laid upon the table of the House, he
should be quite satisfied to give up the reins
of Government. Let the other side come
forward and state their programme of a. Land
Bill. (Mr. Barton-" Hear, hear.") What
was the object of the Opposition in obliging
the Government to state their Land Bill at the
close of the previous session? Was it not to
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learn what it was, so that they might somehow
ma.nage to embarrass the Government. And yet
although they knew the terms of the Ministeriai
Land Bill, not one word did they say about their
own intentions on the Land question. On that
all-important question they were totally silent,
apparently not knowing what their own ideas
were. Mr. Ireland then alluded to the mining
leases, and observed, with reference to these,
that every attempt had been made to spreatJ unfounded reports, which he had, during the late
elections, taken occasion to explain and
deny.
Having entered into an explanation
of the causes that led to the riot at
elunes and Brown's diggings, Mr. Ireland
observed that it might be said that he had
no right to ask men to break their pledges; but
when persons had been deluded by misapprehensions and mis-statements into giving those pledges,
when they were rightly informed then he saw
no reason why they should not alter their intentions.
Mr. LOADER stated that he came forward as
a gentleman who, without being deluded in any
way, had pledged himself to vote against the
Ministry. He had done so from a long observation of the acts of the .present Ministry, and he
had come to the conclUSIOn that it was not one, as
constituted, that was for the benefit of the
country. It was sufficient for the House to \now
that they were unpopular. What had made them
unpopular? Was It that during 20 months~ tenure
of office they had only met Parliament during
seven months of that time? Was it that
their Land Bill, brought forward in the late
Parliament, was such a one that it could be
made to suit either the squatters or the Conven-
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tion-or in fact any party that might chance to
have the majority in the reformed Legislature.
Mr. Loader then proceeded to comment upon
the conduct of Dr. Evans, who, he stated, had
obtained his last seat at Richmond under false
pretences. He had certainly given his party (the
Convention) to understand that he was in fa.vour
of free selection before survey. (Dr. Evans." Free selection after survey, not before.") Free
selection after survey was a trap and a sham, as
had been very correctly observed by the hon. and
learned member for St. Kilda. The conduct of
the Government with reference to the railway
contract, and the issuing of the debentures, met
with his strongest animadversion. In the speech
it had been said that the Estimates had not been
increased. This was not enough for him. They ought
to be greatly decreased. They must have athorough
reform of the Estimates, as well as of the revenue. At the present moment a considerable
portion of the revenue was composed of the proceeds of the land sales, and what would they do
when there was no more land tu be sold? There
was one thing he wished to say before resuming
his seat, and that was, tha.t, however much he
was opposed to the present Ministry, it was quite
probable that he would be just as much opposed
to the succeeding one, unless they stated what
their principles were.
It being now 20 minutes to 1 o'clock,
Mr. SERGEANT moved the adjournment of
the debate until the ensuing day.
The motion was put, and carried.
The other orders of the day having been postponed until the following day, on the motion of
Mr. BARKER, the House adjourned until 4
o'clock p.m. next day.

FIFTH DAY, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1859.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

the silt dredged from the Yarra on the banks of
that river have been recently stopped, owing to
the report of a lately-appointed subordinate, that
such arrangements are not calculated to carry
THE ELECTIONS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE. out the object in a satisfactory manner."
Mr. HORNE, in reply, said that the arrangeThe SPEAKER laid on the table the following list of members to serve on the Elections ments had never been stopped, but only
Qualifications Committee:- Messrs. G. S. W. modified.
:Home, J. B. Humffray, J. S. Johnston, W. THE PRESI.OENT OF THE BOARD OF LAND AND
M'Lellan, M. Prendergast, G. F. Verdon, and
WORKS.
J. D. Wood.
Mr. FRANCIS wished to make some explanaBRIDGE ACROSS THE YARRA.
tion relative to a statement which had fallen
Mr. J. C. KING asked the hon. the President from the President of the Board of Land and
ot the Board of Land and Works, why the Works, in respect totheexpresllion that he wished
amount voted by that House for the erection of a to absolve himself from the acts of the Ministry.
bridge across the Yarra at Beidelberg had not The hon. member said that, in the newspaper
reports he had been grossly misrepresented, and
been so applied?
Mr. HORNE, in reply to the hon. member's afterwards stated that it was not the reporters
question, said that the plans of the bridge and of the papers, but hired agents, who supplied
approaches were ready, and tenders would be the reports. As an opponent of Dr. Evans, and
present at the time, he could give that stateadvertised for on Wednesday.
ment an emphatic denial.
YARRA BANKS.
The -SPEAKER ruled that the hon. member
Mr. HEALES, in the absence of Mr. Service, was out of order. The statement referred to was
asked the following question:-" Whether it be made in a debate on a motion for adjournment,
the case, that the arrangements which have been which had closed.
Mr. FRANCIS said that he would have been
ili progress for the past 12 months for depositing

The SPEAKER took the chair at 4 o'clock
precisely.
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eontenG, if the statement had not appeared in the Cll.me into the House. When he entered he saw
newspapers, to have left the assertion and denial the hon. the Chief Secretary on the other side,
of it in juxtaposition.
and therefore concluded that he (Mr. Sergeant)
was on the Opposition benches; not that he reADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE GOVERNOR'S
gretted the fact-(a laugh)-but he wished t<t
SPEECH.
observe that he had no collUSIOn with the hon.
Mr. SERGEANT resumed the debate, by sup- member Mr. Nicholson. When, however, he
porting the amendment. The hon. the Solicitor- said to that hon. gentleman that he should supGeneral, he said, stated the previous evening port no Ministry who were not prepared with a
tliat when those gentlemen on theothersideofthe liberal Land Bill, Mr. Nicholson told him that
House who had taken their impressions from the his Land Bill was already framed. (Laughter.)
charges which had been made against the Go- It was a very laughable matter, no doubt. (Revernment out of doors would reconsider the sub- newed laughter.) Well, the honourable gentleject, he thought that they would be induced to man had further told him that it was his
vote with the Government. He ph. Ser- intention to notify to all the members who supgeant) was not biassed by the statements which ported his amendment that he wished to meet
had been current out of doors, but still he must them to discuss its merits.
vote for the amendment. He was, however, free
Mr. NICHOLSON begged to interrupt the
to confess that if the question was to be decided hon. member to observe that, in stating that he
simply on the charges which had been brought (Mr. Nicholson) had said his Land Bill was preagainst the Government on the first night of the pared, the hon. member was mistaken.
Mr. SERGEANT.-Then he was mistaken.
debate from that side of the House, that he
would have crossed the floor and voted for the He had certainly understood him to say he was
ready
to submit a Land Bill to those members
motion.
He thought that the Chief Secretary in his reply had wiped out those charges. who would support his amendment. (Laughter.)
(Hear, hear.) There was: however, one charge If that were the case, he thought there was no
which he did not succee<1 in wiping out-that ground forhon. members on the Government side
was, the Regan case. He was perfectly to taunt the members opposed to them, by sayingl
satisfied with the explanation offered, inas- "You are not sufficiently united and agreed
much as it was admitted that it was by among yourselves to carry out any effective meathe act of the Governor that Regan was sures, and you will be obliged to fall back upon
reprieved. (" No, no," from the MiDlsterial us." That was what they said. (" No, no!') If
side.) Had the murdered man been his own no Land Bill was prepared, he for one would be
brother, he would have been satisfied that suffi- ready to sanction the appropriation of a lump
cient cause had been shown to His Excellency to sum upon the Estimates of 1860, in order t()
induce him to come to the decision that he aHow a new Ministry to preJ.>are their measures.
had. He hoped the papers connected with the (" Oh, oh !") He thought It would be the best
8"..Jbject would be laid upon the table of the plan to do so, until it was known what new offiHouse. The Solicitor-General had spoken of a cers would be wanted, and what savings could be
hireling Press, which had been employed by a effected. The hon. member concluded by excertain association; but he knew of a newspaper pressing his intention to support the amendat Ballarat, the editors of which were two bar- ment.
risters, and to whom a great proportIon of the
Mr. JOHNSTON was one of those new memprosecutions on the part of the Crown had been bers who came into the House pledged to certain
given. Mr. Duffy had stated that he left the principles in opposition to the present Ministry.
Government on a question of public policy; but The hon. the Solicitor-General had said the night
he (Mr. Sergeant) thought that Mr. Duffy before that many converts in that corner of the
had not sucf'eeded in exculpating himself from House would probably be made, as hon. members
the charge 'If being connected with politicians were no doubt misled. For his part, he could
outside this oolony. The speaker then referred assure that hon. gentleman that he was not
to the questi.::n of mining leases, and the dis- misled in giving the pledges which he did.
turbances at Brown's. He then referred to the elec- There might certainly be many members on
tornl registration, and contended that the returns that side of the House who would not support the
might have been completed, and the elections amendment, but it was also probable that there
have taken place, in time for the assembling of were members on the Government side who
Parliament in August. There had been, he con- would not vote for the Ministry. (Hear, hear.)
tended, a misappropriation of the revenue in the The hon. the Solicitor-General had stated that
case of Mr. Warden Daly, who had been appointed Mr. Nicholson had not adduced proof of the
as a warden in one division of BalIarat, charges he had brought against the Government,
at a salary of 750l. a year, and a police magis- but he would ask the hon. member what charges
brought against them had the Gl)vernment distrate in the other division at a similar salary.
(Hear, hear.) He maintained that
Mr. O'SHANASSY explained that, althouj.{h proved.
the vote had been taken, It had not been afpro- they had entirely diverged from the question.
priated, in consequence of a diminution 0 the The hon. the Chief Secretary had especially
avoided it, and the Solicitor-General had only
duties which the wardens had to perform.
Mr. SERGEANT continued.-He was glad to casually referred to it. The main charge he conhear the explanation offered by the iJhief Secre· sidered was the conduct of the Commissioner of
tary. A very different impression existed at Bal- Trade and Customs in his dealings with the public
larat. With respect to the taunts thrown across money. (Hear, hear.) The charge which referred
the House about the Land Bill, he could only say to the Admella had been in a manner disposed of,
that he knew nothmg about party factions, or and was, at any rate, of less importance. The
aqout the hon. member for Sandridge, before he charge of magisterial appointments was also not
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a. material one, and sank into insignificance before
the grave charge made against the Commissioner
of Trade and Customs. (Hear.) Of the Regan
business he would not say much. He did not intend to go into the merits of the case. He had
been told by the Chief Secretary that it was not
a. case of deliberate murder. Then all he could
say was, that the force of education must have a
very different effect upon people. He and the hon.
the Chief Secretary were born on different sides
of the Channel, which might, perhaps, account
for the difference. (Laughter.) If kicking
and maltreating an unfortunate man until
you are
nearly exhausted, and
then
taking refreshment and setting to work again,
until the deed ;.s effected, was not murder
what was the definition of the term? He should
not be surprised next to hear that Burke and
Greenacre ought to have received medals from
the Humane Society. (Laughter.) With reference to the magistrates, the Chief Secretary had
only defended the Government by saying that a
former Ministry had acted with equal recklessness, but that was surely no extenuation of the
offence. (Hear.) These charge~ had been
shunned by the Government, and their behaviour had reminded him of that of a
Yorkshire horse-stealer, who, in disposing of
a horse, pointed out a great many trivial
defects, none of them sufficient to deter the
purchaser, and, after the horfle was delivered,
remarked that the animal was blind. (A laugh.)
He could not help observing that the moral
blindness on the part of the Commissioner of
Trades and Customs had been scarcely alluded to
at all; and that everything had been said to
divert the attention of the House from the subject. For his part he had known the hon. member for nearly 20 years, and was convinced it was
utterly impossible for him to let such a large tide
of money roll by him without endeavouring to
secure some of it. (Laughter.) Yet the House
were told that was a trumpery charge. Was it a
trumpery thing for a Minister of the Crown to
dabble in the funds which bfilonged to the people.
When speaking of Mr. Miller, too, some of those
hon. gentlemen had endeavoured to wash their
hands of the charge imputed to him, and to pretend they knew nothing about his doings. Was not
that the purest sophistry imaginable? They were
all Killlty-guilty, at any rate, of sharing in the
sjlOll. (Hear, hear.) What was the charge?
Why, that as Mr. Miller could not deal with the
contractors unless as one of a company of not
less than 12, he formed that company for his own
ends. (Hear.) Hon. members will recollect
that, although there were he did not know how
many other members or shareholders, one half of
the shares were held by Mr. Miller, who was virtually only one of a companr of two (hear,
hear), and he was managmg director of
'the company. (Hear.) The charge, as he
said before, was quite sufficient,
and
would be found :Juite sufficient, to effect
the dismissal of any person engaged in private service. (Hear.) Many of the charges
brought against the Government were, however,
of such a flimsy nature that they would do them
more good than harm; and he must observe that
the able and manly address of the Chief Secretary had done a great deal towards producing a
reaction in his favour. (Hear.) The principal

[SESSION

I.

charge, however, still remained. The hon.
member next referred to a remark made by the
hon. member for Ripon and Bampden (Mr. Service), with reference to the Breakwater at Williamstown, which he characterised as a charge of
such nature as not essentially to damage the
Ministry. He would go as far as to say that,
even if the Opposition were to break down
in their charges against the Government, 'hey
could oust them without any charge at alL
(Laughter, and" Hear, hear.") The Ministry
had somehow or other, whether innocently or not
he would leave to the House to determine, completely lost the confidence of the country, and
that being the case they had no longer any right
to hold office. (" Bear, hear," and laughter.)
The hon. member then alluded to the system
which the Government had adopted in postponing the elections-a manreuvre which, he said,
was no doubt planned to secure their return.
If they had not expected to find themselves in
the position of beaten horses, why did they
take such pains to arrange the Consolation
Stakes? (Roars of laughter.) They knew very
well the feeling of the country, inasmuch as at
every election the first question put to the candidate was, " Are you prepared to support a vote
of want of confidence m the present Ministry:'
Be believed that a certain hon. member for St.
Kilda, now no longer an hon. member (a
laugh), had the same _~uety addressed to him.
(Renewed laughter.) Was not it a proof of the
weakness of the Government cause that their
defence was left entirely to the four hon. members of the Ministry? (Hear, hear.) It was
true that two other hon. gentlemen on that
side of the House had spoken. Mr. Henderson in moving the reply t,o the Address
had deprecated an., such movement on the
part of the OppositIOn, and had urged the impropriety of postponing the introduction of a.
Land Bill from any SInister motive. He (Mr.
J ohnston) went with him so far as not to desire
any postponement of the Land Bill from any sinister motive, but neither would he alloW' the Land
Bill to be the means of keeping the Ministry in
their places. (Bear, hear.) The hon. member
for Castlemaine (Dr. Macadam) had seconded the
motion, and had given the House a long rigmarole speech, a sort of lecture, which he might
term a lecture de omnibus rebus. He would far
sooner have heard the hon. gentleman deliver a
lecture on sulphuretted hydrogen. (Loudlaughter.)
After some further remarks with reference to
allusions which had been made to the Constitutional Association the previous evening, in which
the hon. member demed that so many members
on the Opposition benches had been returned by
that society, he touched upon the speech of his
hon. colleague (l\1r. Michie), who had spoken of
the histnonic efforts ~f that body and the minor
stages which they took part in. Several gentlemen on the ()overnment benches had, he
thollght, equally distinguished themselves in
that line, and .had contributed quite as much
to the amusement of the House. (Hear, hear.) An
hon. member oPP¥ite (alluding to Mr. Ireland)
had strutted about the house with great effect.
(Laughter.) Be had been guilty of wbat he (Mr.
J ohnston) would term some real negative efforts.
(Laughter.) So much so that he appeared to be
in the position of those people who are some-
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times heard to sar, notvery grammatica.lly, It We
never did nothmg to nobody." (Laughter.)
When that hon. member assumed, as he generally
did, such an entire forgetfulness of what he had
done or said the day before, his acting was
not quite so good as could be found elsewhere. (Laughter.) He (Mr. Johnston) never
saw anyone go through his part better.
With reference to Mr. Duffy's explanation, he
believed hon. members were not permitted to
take part in it, as it was a Ministerial statement. If that were the case, he could only ask
why was it brought before the House? (Hear,
hear.) It appeared to him, on the contrary, to
be rather an attack upon the Government. It
was, however, so far a private matter that hon.
members had nothing to do with it. It appeared
that, like similar cases for hearing at some ma!psterial benches, it had been brought u:p and aismiSsed. (Laughter.) He thought It would
be quite as well that the diSj>ute should
be settled out of Court.
(Hear, hear.)
There was one other remark which he did not
think ought to have been made in the speech of
the hon. the member for Villiers and Heytesbury, or referred to by his hon. colleague for
St. Kilda. There was a great deal of temerity, he,
thought, in the hon. member (Mr. Duffy) interfering with the name of a gentleman about whom
even Her Majestl the Queen h9.d been gravely
reprimanded. (' Hear." and laughter.) The
hon. gentleman might have left that out, and
his hon. friend Mr. Michie might have forborne
his allusion to the donkey. (A laugh.) Alexander
the Great had his Bucephalus-and why not John
Thomas? (Loud laughter.) The hon. member
concluded by repeating his determination to support any honest Ministry who should bring forward a liberal Land Bill, no matter from what
party or parties the Ministry might be formed ;
at the same time, he considered it absolutely necessary that there should be some little concession m9.de on either side, in order to establish a
proper feeling. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. DON said, that as one of the new members-as one of a class hitherto unrepresented in
any Legislature within the British Empirebearing their burdens, and livin~ on equal social
terms, he could not feel it his duty to give a
silent vote, especially when that vote was one
which 5,000 or 6,000 persons, within three miles
of where he stood would also give were they
similarly situated. burin~ the late elections the
hon. the Treasurer had said something which, if
backed up by facts, would entitle the Ministry to
support. That was a reference to how much they
had done in the matter of the railway loan to
secure employment for the working-classes. If
that were supported by evidence, as most assuredly it was not, the Government would now
occupy a vastly different position. The hon. member for Castltlmaine, too, h9.d stated one thing
which was evidently meant for the workingclasses to hear, and that was, that 6,000 or 7,000
men were in railway employment. What was the
fact after all? Why that, owing to the present
wretched Government and its predecessors, there
were manr working-men still out of employ, notwithstandmg the extraordinary supply of labour,
and this was in a country more advantageously
constituted than any other on the face of the
earth. When the Government were asked the
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reason why the first parties offering to contract
for the railway works were not accepted, it was
replied that no deposit was forthcoming. He was
prepared to prove that that was not the first consideration which induced the Ministry to give the
Melbourne and Mount Alexander Railway contract to Messrs. Cornish and Bruce. He recollected the Commissioner of Trade and Customs
saying at a meeting at Sunbury, that he
ha.d for a long time had his eye on Messrs. Cornish and Bruce. He (Mr. Don) believed that to
be the truth, and that that eye had been on that
firm long before the contract was ~iven them.
He held in his hand the report on which the Government based their selection of the contract
but the reason there given must have heen found
out long before the contractor was selected. The
reason stated was the lack of a depo;;;it, but that
was not mentioned till the mischief was done.
The number of contractors he found was seven,
and the reason alleged for not letting them in
detached portions was.. that by such competition
the price of capital, laoour, and materials, would
be increased. What right had the GovernmeJit
to interfere with that which pohtical econo~y
laid down should only depend on supply and demand? It was as wrong to deprive the workzJlen
of the accidental advantages of competition; as
it was for workmen to take illegal m.ns
to obtain what they desired. This interference was most uncalled for, the more
so as the Government had dubbed itself the
" People's Ministry" -a name which they had not
the least title to claim, and it was only one among
other instances of their fraud and hypocrisy.
That was not all; and in giving the works only to
one party it was soon found that a greater mistake had been committed. The contractors soon
began to use the rower thus put into their hands,
and the system 0 sub-contracting soon made the
workmen feel the hardship of working for wages
they had no real assurance, no security, they
would ever get. The workmen were told there
was a clause in the contract by which they could
get justice from Government; hut such justice
wllo8 only open to those who could afford the time
to apply for it. More even would be lost by
going to a circumlocution office for jusHe was one of a deputation who
tice.
waited on the ComIDl8sioner of Public
Works to complain of the sub-contracting system,
and its evils were then pointed out. The clause
was also alluded to by which the Government
could put a stop to a system by which workmen
had to fall back on men of straw for their wages.
It turned out that such a clause existed, and that
no sub-contrncts could be let without the permission of the Engineer-in-Chief, who was a Government subordinate. The Commissioner of Public
Works said he would inquire into the matter;
but the result W8Ji that the working-men had only.
to seek their remedy at the elections, and the.
consequence of that was that he was there to
give a vote, and no vote he ever recorded, or
would record, could give him more satisfaction
thau that which would be against the Government. Besides, he and the other workmen heard
that some members of the Government were interested in the Government contracts, and they
thought it no great harm to let the rumour find
an echo in the Public Works Office. When he
and they went to that office, he verily thought a
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summary ejection would ensue, from the storm
of indignant rage he saw depicted on the hon.
the Commissioner'sface, at the bare idea of such
a thing. The hon. member for Warrnambool
said if they had such charges they should bring
them in a proper manner. (Mr. Horne.Hear, hear.") Well, he trusted he was bringing
them in a proper manner then (laughter), and in
a place where the hon. member for Warrnambool
probably never dreamt he would ever hear them
from. (Great laughter.) That was not all, a
system of petty persecution had been instituted by
those on whom the Government had had their eye,
and the result was that 9 out of every 10 men on
the Bendigo line would, if they were called on,
give a vote exactly similar to that he was about
to give himself. Another reason why the amendment should be carried existed in the fact, that
when the first Reform Bill was thrown out he
did not ask for the assistance of the working
classes, but deserted them for the wealthier
Had he fallen back on his old
ones.
lrupporters, he would never have lost the confidence of the country, but an expression of public
opinion would be 'called forth, as had been called
forth once before, and to which the Upper House
had bowed down. ThQ Parliament again met,
and another Reform Bill was brought forward,
but the Ministry, who were pledged to the population basis, readily abandoned the measure to
those wao they knew would tear it to pieces.
Still, had the Government carried the Reform
Bill as it ought to have been carried, another
measure of theirs would deprive them of public
confidence, for in no case would he support a
Government that did not bring in a Land Bill of
a better sort. There were so many defects in
the Government Land Bill, that did no other
reason exist than the shortcomings of that Bill,
its originators ought to go out of office. When
the Chief Secretary read hiS celebrated resolutions, their meaning appeared at once to be
most mystical. Clever they were, certainly, but
such cleverness only was exhlbited as was infused
into the mind of a Jesuit. They served every
purpose but a straightforward one, and might be
looked at so as to suit the squatters or the Convention, it did not matter which. The resolutions showed great ability, but it was that kind
of ability which seemed to have come from the
bottomles.'1 resources of the inhabitants of a certain place. An explana.tion was wanted, but
they did not have to wait for it long, for it was
given by the hon. the Postmaster-General(" hear, hear," and laughter}-who threw the
blazing torch of his learning upon these Agrarian
hieroglyphics-(hear, hear)-and turned them
into day. He (Mr. Don) could not tell how glad
he felt to read the correspondence which had
been so repeatedly referred to durinlr the debate.
The drag was then taken off the wheels of democracy, and the coach was going down hill. That
interpretation gave all the Convention men could
wish to have. How much astonished, therefore,
was he to hear the late hon. member for Richmond speak so differently on the night before,
and declare his meaning to have been free pasturage after survey. If the hon. member's
words meant anytiling, they surely meant free
pasturage. The hon. member said there WM to
be no exclusive occupation of land, no reletting
of lands ; and was not that free pasturage and
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the destruction of the squatting system, the same
as free grass? (Laughter.) If the hon. member
had not meant free selection before survey, what
was the use of wnting that note, for on that
"before survey" hinged the whole matter. Could
he have meant selection after the geodetic
survey? Not at all; that was merely a.
skeleton survey, in blocks of 5, 10, and 20 miles,
and practically the same as free selection before
survey, whatever people called it. While, too,
the hon. member for Avoca was earning success
by pleasing the Convention, the Solicitor-General
~as equally successful in pleasing the squatters
at Maryborough. This was the most extraordina.ry policy ever heard of on the face of the
earth, if .vords meant anything, and Dr. Evans
was correctly reported-an allowance he would
always make. (Laughter.) After describing the
land policy of the pres.:nt Government, as containing the most ridiculous propositions ever
heard of, Mr. Don proceeded to denounce squatting as the bane and curse of the country, and
declared that no vote of his should ever be given,
except with the understanding that, as a class,
they were never to stand in the way of
the permanent settlement of the country.
(" Hear, hear," from both Rides of the House.)
Another reason why he should vote against the
Ministry was, that they had concealed the
enemies of the people, shielded the squatting
party, and were ready to play false to both.
They had lost the confidence of the nation, for
the cry against them had not been only raised by
the Constitutional Association, and they therefore deserved to leave office. They had only
themselves to blame, for had they relied on the
people, they would not have now the people
agamst them. They had not kept pace with the
people, and the latter had now marched on and
left the .\Hnistry a long, long way behind.
MURRAY AND MOUNT ALEXANDER RAILWAY.

Mr. SNODGRASS stated that, by leave of the
House and seeing the hon. member the Commissioner in his place, he would ask him whether
the Government have approved of the proposed
alteration in the Murray and :Mount Alexander
line of Railway, known as the North Deviation
towards Kyneton; and, if 80, if they are prepared to submit a Bill to authorise the contemplated change.
Mr. HORNE, in reply, stated that he was
perfectly willing to answer the question. The
necessary surveys were in course of completion,
but they had been very lengthy, as borings had
to be made to ascertain the nature of the soil.
It was proposoo by the Government to ask the
House to permit them to introduce a Bill to alter
the line, and make what was called the North
Deviation Line.
After a pause of some minutes,
The hon. the SPEAKER inquired whether any
hon. member intended to address the House on
the subject before the House at its adjournment.
Mr. BAILEY rose, and stated that he had
been anxiously expecting that some member.ssupporters of the Government-would have n:sen
to address the House, in answer to the cha..rge
which had been made by the hon. member for
Collingwgod. After the clear and lucid addl"ess
of that hon. member, he apprehended that th.ere
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coula be little doubt tha.t his charge told with
overwhelming effect against the hon. members
on the Treasury benches. Had he consulted his
own personal inclination, he should not havf;l
attempted to address the House that evening, after the long and sedulous attention
which had been gIVen to the debate, and
which he was sure must have caused considerable fatigue to all hon. members; but there were
grave charges urged against the Government
which had as yet been unanswered. He apprehended that the indictment was, that the people
of the country had not confidence in the Ministry,
and that the grounds of that want of confidence
were, that the conduct of the Administration had
been i>uch as to degrade the country in the eyes
of the world. (Hear.) He said that advisedly.
He should be very sorry to enter into the private
transactions of any hon. member of Her Majesty's
Government. He should be sorry to recall scenes
in the House which ought to be buried in oblivion, but the present was a tribunal before
which, he apprehended, His Excellency's advisers
wer~ on their trial, and it was quite right that
they should have an opportunity of refuting the
charges made against them. It appeared to him
that the conduct of the present Administration
had been distinguished by a moral turpitude
disgraceful to a young community. They had
been told by an hon. member of the Ministry that
the spoils of office were not to be devoted
to promoting the welfare of the colony, so
much as to providing places for political
partisans of any branch of the LegIslature.
Hc (Mr. Bailey) denied the correctness of
such a doctrine, and considered it was
Qne that any Ministry should avoid sanctioning
(hear); and he was sorry to find that the first
of the people's Governments were desirous of
introducing such a system. (" No," from Mr.
Harker.) The hon. member said" No," but his
hon. colleague the SolIcitor-General had said over
and over again that he had a right to bestow his
patronage upon his politIcal supporters.
Mr. IRELAND.-I said nothing of thEl kind.
Mr. BAILEY.-If the hon. member had been
reported correctlyl\b. IRELAND.-Never mind the report.
Mr. BAILEY.-Never mind the report! but
the hon. member had alleged the principle to
which he (Mr. Bailey) had given utterance.
Mr. IRELAND.-I never did. The hon.
member reported me himself, if I recollect
rightly.
Mr. BAILEY stated that he had never had
the honour of reporting the hon. member; but
he held in his hand a newspaper which the hon.
member had the credit of taking under his special
patronage-the Ballarat Times.
Mr. IRELAND objected to any newspaper
being quoted by the hon. member.
The SPEAKER stated tha t the hon. member
was out of order in referring to any report in a
newspaper if another hon. member denied the
truth of the report.
Mr. WOOD submitted that the hon. member
the Solicitor-General could scarcely deny the
accuracy of the report, as he had not heard it.
(Cheers, and cries of cc Read it.")
Mr. BAILEY.· -The date of it was July 5,
1858. The report was that of a speech delivered
".r the hOll. member at Ballarat, and was one

among many others which had boen delivered by
him in the colony. It was on the occasion of the
hon. member going upon a special tour for the
purpose of obtaining support for the AdministratIOn with which he was connected. It was a
report which the hon. member spent many- hours
of the Sabbath in revising, and whICh he
despatched by a trooper, cc on Her Majesty's
service," to Melbourne, in order that tne
daily j ournals might have it; RO that thehon. member could hardly question its accuracy. Among
other matters referred to by the hon. member
on that occasion were the charges which, even
at that early period of its existence, had been
made against the Ministry of improperly bestowing their patronage. The hon. member
said"Being the only gold-fields member in the
Cabinet, it has been my special province to pay
attention to subjects connected With the interests"
of the miners, and, as far as my abilities would
permit, I have endeavoured, in conjunction with
my colleagues, to legislate for theIr speedy and
successful development. . . • I do intend to
make some few remarks, inasmuch as they are
subjects upon which you do not POSSetlS the same
means of information; but, on the contrary, no
pains have been spa.red in certain quarters to
mislead the Rublic mind with reference to these
latter topics. He then went on to say :_H Since
our advent to power, it has fallen to our lot to
bestow Bome offices of emolument. My own
brother-in-law, Mr. Carr, has been appointed to
the office of police ma.gistrate and warden on the
gold-fields. . • • Mr. Finn, a gentleman for
a long time connected with the Press, and in
every way qualified to fill the vacancy created by
Mr. Carr's promotion, was appointed to the vacant
office. and the only objection I ha.ve ever'heard
made to his appointment is, that he was a. schoolfellow of the Chief Secretary. • • • We are,
as you are aware, assailed by systematic lying,·
indulged in for the purpose of causing us to stop
the mouths of hungry politicians, who believe
that by their ostentatious professions of ultra
liberal principles, the people of this countryl and
of the gold-fields especially, may be gulle<1 into
the same career of obstructiveness, which they
have take taken up as a sort of political stockin-trade. • . . Dr. Tierney was appointed
vaccinator and electoral officer at Melbourne,
being a man who had consistently supported a.
liberal policy and voted for reform, and that
without any compact whatever as to political
support. A vacancy occurred-it was offered him;
and, because he accepted It, it is said we are corrupting the Upper House. Dr. Tierney is told it
is infra dig. for a quasi lord of the realm of Victoria to accept such an appointment. Dr. Tierney
appeals to his constituents-not voters composed
of the canaille, but of doctors, lawyers, and professional men, and they tell him to go back and
resume his seat in Parhament. With respect to
Mr. Finn, he had been for several years connected with the Press in the colony, and was a
schoolfellow of Mr. O'Shanassy's, and was in
every way suitable for the office. We were particularly careful in making appomtments, so that
no imputation could be made against them on the
score of unfitness of the men. But is it to be
tolerated that some men, who would endeavour
to make the public believe they are the repreK
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sentatives of the gold-fields interests, and a cer- coming into the room, in what state he would not
tain portion of the Press who claim to constitute say.
themselves the organs of those interests, are tu
Mr. IRELAND.-That's false.
The SPEAKER called the hon. member to
be permitted to raise an outcry against the Government, because the cupidity of these men has order.
not been satir;fied 1" Speaking of the GoldMr. IRELAND hoped that he would be proFields Act, he went on to say:- -" This Bill has tected from such base attacks.
been criticised and objected to by a parcel of
Mr. BAILEY said he would refrain from using
litical pettifoggers who know nothing about it. strong terms, in order that, he might not commit
, have met some of these people, and, as they himself. The result of the exhibition he hl/d
belonged to the class of objectors, I asked them alluded to was so unsatisfactory, that he could
great not help conceiving a dislike to one member, at
for information on the matter; and, to
surprise, they told me they could not gIVe me least, of the Ministry. The following was the
any, as they had never read the Bill, and knew Sabbath morning, and the first news that
nothing about the matter. Where are these greeted his ears. was, that the hon. the Solicitorbrawlers now? (Cheers.) I am not going to General, with the same boon companions, had
dangle the tail of my coat before every one of been seen in certain quarters of Ballarat.
them, like the man at Donnybrook fair; yet I
Mr. IRELAND again rose to order. If the
am pedectly willing to meet any gentleman in a hon. member was not called to order, he would
friendly spirit who will come forward and discuss stop him at once.
the questIOn with me."
Mr. BAILEY said he was not to be deterred
The hon. the Chief Secretary stated that he br any threats of the hon. member from doing
went a tour through the gold-fields for the pur- his duty to his constituents. What he had said
pose of obtaining political support; and what could be vouched for, if necessary, namely-that
means did he take to gain that support? The the hon. the Solicitor-General, in company with
House had heard of the appointments to the another hon. member and another friend. were
Commission of the Peace which had Veen made. taken round Ballarat, under the guidance of a
Speaking of facts which had come within his policeman. (" Oh, oh.")
own knowledge, he (Mr. Bailey) would inMr. IRELAND again rose to order.
form the House, that when taking a tour in an
Mr. O'SHANASSY said that he thought the
~cultural locality in the neighbourhood of tone, manner, and matter of the hon. member
Ballarat, a great deal of attention had been (Mr. Bailey), if indulged by all hon. members,
shown to the hon. the Chief Secretary, who, to would not be conducive to forward the legislation
do him justice, made himself as agreeable as of the country; and he would call upon the
possible. He was asked, among other thin~, to Speaker to put a stop to it at once.
a.ppoint some magistrates who would be resIdent
Mr. IRELAND.-I shall stop it, if it is not
in the locality. He acceded to that request, and stopped in this House.
promi~ed it should be fulfilled; and also asked
The SPEAKER said he must put a stop to any
that the names of those most suited for the post personal allusions.
should be forwarded to him. Upon that a meetMr. BAILEY said he would bow to the deing was held-a small meeting only- at which cision of the hon. the Speaker, and not refer to
every body proposed his neighbour·-the names the matter any further. He would go on to anwere sent down to the Government, and the result other transaction, which equally affected the chawas that every gentleman was enrotled on the racter of the Government. It had been touched
list of magistraOOs-a fact which not only as- upon by his hon. colleague. He referred to the
tonished but disgusted the inhabitant& of the dis- leasing at Brown's. When those leasing regu 180trict. That was one instance only of the manner tions were first introduced, it was the boast of
in which patronage had been abused. Some of the hon. the Solicitor-General that he introduced
those gentlemen had since proved the most active them for the interest of the miners; but he
partisans of the Government during the late elec- (Mr. Bailey) apprehended that such leases shollld
tion, and stepped out of their way to assist their not have been granted in cases where the gmntpatrons. If such a system as that was tb be pur- ing of them was likely to prove inimical to the
sued, he (Mr. Bailey) considered that the welfare of miners. An application was made for certain
the colony would be endangered, and the:people areas in the neighbourhood of Brown's, but the
of the country laughed at. That was merely an areas were taken up by the holders of miners'
isolated eas~ne within his own know ledge. rights, and so close was the race run between
(Cries of "Names.") He would not give the the applicants and the holders of rights, that
names, as' he would not subject the gentlemen when the matter came on for trial before the
in question to any painful comments, but it was Judge of the Court of Mines, he virtually coneasy enough to get the names were any hon. demned the conduct of His Excellency's advisers
member desirous of so doing. With reference in granting the ground for which there had been
to the speech, he would remark that he had not such a neck-and-neck race. If he understood
until the occasion of its being delivered had the rightly, so much doubt of their success was
honour of knowing the hon. the Solicitor-Gene- entertained by the applicants that they retained
ral. (" Hea.r" from Mr. Ireland.) He had as their advocates a barrister who was well known
always been given to understand tha.t the Govern- at Ballarat to be intimate with the hon. the
ment of any country could only be rightly con- Solicitor-General, and the Chairman of the
ducted by the best men the country could pro- Mining Board, who was ahlo a. strong political
duce; but to his utter astonishment-he would partisan of the present Government. It appeared
not use stronger terms-the first flight he had of to him (Mr. Bailey) very strange that, upon the
the Solicitor-General was when that hon. mem- representations of those two gentlemen, leases
ber was with a number of boon companions should have been granted after the Warden of
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the district ha.d protested against their being
granted.
Mr. O'SHANASSY requested that the hon.
member would not misstate things. Unless the
hon. member made statements of his own knowledge he should not make any, as he (Mr.
O'Shanassy) would not have an opportunity of
replying to them; and if the hon. member went
upon hearsay, he ought not to impugn the cha.racter of him (the Chief Secretary), when he was
in a position to disprove every word. (Hear.)
Mr. BAILEY said he had no desire to make
any wrong statement, but he spoke from information received from persons who, at least,
should know something of the transaction when
he said that the Warden did protestMr.O'SHANASSY.-He did nothing of the
kind.
Mr. BAILEY.--I was told that he did protest
against it.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I must say that he recommended it.
Mr. BAILEY.-Whether he did or not, tt had
the effect upon the people of the distnct that
it induced a strong belief that there was no such
thing as obtaining justice from the Government
in any matter where their political interests were
militated againl!lt. The first issue of that injustice tended to raise a feeling of discontent,
am@unting almost to disorder; and at Brown'S,
for the Brst time since the Eureka disturbance,
there was an armed force sent into the district,
with orders to use their arms against the people
in case of any resistance.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-No, no.
Mr. BAILEY.-If those instructions were not
given, he did not see the necessity or utility of
sending up a body of anned men.
Mr. IRELAND.-They were not directed to
use their arms ; but were instructed to use the
greatest moderation in enforcing the law.
(HOh.")

Mr. nAILEY said he would take the explanatwn for what it was worth. (Hear.) It was not
on one occasion only, however, that an armed
fprce had been sent into that district to su,ppress
the exhibition of outraged feeling. (H Oh,' from
Mr. Ireland.) The hon. member might laugh,
but if he had been present when the police were
mustered he would not, unless lost to all I!Ihame,
have done so. The case of Brown's was not the
only one-there was another at Maryborough.
He held in his hand a copy of the Maryborough
.AdvertiBer of October 5.
Mr. IRELAND stated that he had read the
paper, and that the statement was untrue.
Mr. BAILEY said he would not refer to the
paper under those circumstances. There was a
trial before the Warden in that district, with
reference to an application for a lease made by
Logan and party, on behalf of the Alma Gold
Mining Company. An application had been
refused.
Mr. IRELAND.-No.
Mr. BAILEY.-I say it upon the authority of
a journalMr. IRELAND.-I say no.
Mr. BAILEY said the application was made
before the Warden and Assessors, and it was opposed by persons interested in the present Government.
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Mr. IRELAND.- I say no, most emphati
ca!!y.
The SPEAKER stated that the hon. member
was out of order in giving a flat contradiction,
for if that were done, all independence of debate
would be at an end.
Mr. O'SHANASBY said that in the present
case his hon. colleague wanted to challenge an
account III a newspaper.
The SPEAKER stated that he did not so understand it. If an authority was disputed by an
hon. member, it could not be quoted.
Mr. WOOD submitted that the statement
referred to had no reference to the hon. the
Solicitor-Genel aI, and, therefore, could not be
contradicted.
Mr. O'HEA stated that, from his experience,
it was the custom never to allow reference to
newspapers.
A nOISY discussion ensued, after whichMr. BAILEY went on to state that he would
put down the paper, but he apprehended that, as
the hon. the Solicitor-General's name was not
mentioned, he had a right to refer to it. He had
referred to it merely because the hon. member
was a member of the Government who was
chiefly interested in the management of the
mining leases. The case he referred to was
heard and a verdict given against granting the
lease-the applause which greeted the verdict
proving to him that the lease was most unpopular
amon~ the miners in the locality. The parties
applymg went to town, and a few days preViOUS to the elections the lease was issued- so
at least it a})peared in the Govern:ment Gazette.
Mr. IRELAND said the hon. member was
incorrect in his statement, the lease referred
to was one to which no objection had been made.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that if the House
would give him permission he would send for the
leases which had been granted, and lay them
upon the table, in order to convince the hon.
member. Would the hon. member accept his
invitation to test the accuracy of his statement?
Mr. BAILEY.- Well, I do.
Mr. O'SHANASSY asked the House to suspend its judgment until the papers arrived.
Mr. BAILEY said that, on the following day,
he would move for their production. There was
another matter to which he would refer. On
the previous evening the hon. the Chief
Secretary stated that it was the principle of his
Government to carry out in its entirety every
law, whether good or bad•
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that the hon. member was misrepresenting what he had said. He
spoke of the Land Sales Act.. and said in his defence that with that law he had nothing to do-that he disapproved of it, but until it was
changed it was his duty to administer it as tbe
Parliament had directed him.
Mr. BAILEY said he understood it to apply
to all the laws of the colony. He should be
sorry to find any Government which was not prepared to carry out the laws of the country. He
referred to the clause of the Gold-fields Act
which had special rt:ference to the areas which
were to be occupied for residence by virtue
of miners' rights. He did not think that
clause calculated to advance the interests
of the mining population, as the areas
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were not sufficiently large. The Government had winked at an evasion of the law. They
were not bold enough to say that they would
override the law because it did not work satisfactorily, but had allowed people to sit do.vn upon
areas of all sizes, and thus reap advantages not
generally given. There was one case in which a
Warden of the gold-fields was concerned-Mr. O'SHANASSY.-What name?
Mr. BAILEY.-Mr. Warden Foster. That
gentleman was allowed to settle down outside the
camp at Ballarat, and to put up a house, and buy
the land at the upset price. In connection with
the administratlOll of the lands, reference
had been made to the policy of the Government with regard to the agricultural
lands-namely, to bring down the price of land
and flood the markets. For a while it was
stopped, but after the retirement of the hon.
member it was renewed with such vigour that not
only were the Government enabled to make up
any deficiencl'. but to come to the House with a
surplus. To prove that, the increase took place in
the quarter ending September-an increase of
243,141l. To prove that they had succeeded in
bringing GOwn the price of land, there was an
enormous quantity of land open for selection at
the price at which it was offered at land sales, and
the bulk of the lands had passed into the hands
of a few parties, in blocks of 3,000 or 4,000
acres.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-When?
Mr. BAILEY.-At the land sales at Ballarat.
He would not say that the lands had been surveyed in large areas, yet they were plirchased,
lot after lot, at nearly the upset price.
Mr.O'SHANASSY.-When?
Mr. BAILEY.- At the land sales at Ballarat
within the last few months. He was content that
the motion before the HOlise should be of that
decided nature as to show to all Administrations
that the people of the colony would only allow their
affairs to be conducted by men who would attend
to them, and who would preserve the honour of
the colony untarnished.
Mr. NEWTON stated that in addressing himself to the House, he was not in the position of
those pled~ed to support one view of the question
or the other. He came into the House free and
unfettered and determined to act in accordance
with what he believed to be right, after hearing
the matter fully discussed. After hearing it,
he had come to the conclusion, and he was sorry
for it, that he was constrained to vote for the
amendment. It was not that he thought that
the charges adduced against the Chief Secretary
were proved, for he thought them scattered to
the air, and he did not believe that there
was one person in that House but would
come to the conclusion that not one of
those charges had been substantiated, but
what he did think proved was, the charges
brought against the Chief Secretary's colleagues,
and sorry he was to see him associated with such
persons as Mr. Henry Miller, the Treasurer,
and the Attorney-General. He believed that,
had a vote been arrived at OB the first night of
this debate, the issue would have been very
tlifferent from what it would be now. (" No,
no" from the Opposition.) Yes, that was his
opinion; but the damaging charges brought by
the hon. and learned member for St. Kilda had,
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he believed, fully satisfied that House that the
Ministry could no longer remain in office. He
might sa.r. that it was almost solely on account
of Mr. Mlller's conduct with reference to Cornish
and Bruce's contract that he should vote
against the Government, and sorry he was that
he should have to do so, for he saw no probability
of the gentlemen on that (the Opposition) side of
the House fornling an Administration that could
possibly stand. The learned gentleman then proceeded to comment upon the tactics of the Opposition, and expressed his astonishment that the
hon. member for Sandridge had said nothing
about what his Land Bill would be. He understood from what had passed, that he had sueh a
Bill ready, and he thought it necessary that they
should be acquainted with the provisions of it.
Mr. NICHOLSON.-The hon. member should
know that there is no Land Bill formed now. It
is not I who will have to form one, but the
Ministry, when it is constituted.
Mr. NEWTON resumed.- He would repeat his regret again, that he was obliied
to vote a~ainst the Ministry, for he saw
no probabihty of a permanent Ministry beinlt
formed from the Oppos!tion side of the House.
He should like to see a Ministry constituted this
way :-The hon. the member for Sandridge,
Chief Secretary; the hon. member for Collingwood (Mr. Don), at the Land and Works; and
the rejected of Emerald Hill as Treasurer. He
should like to see how such a Ministry would
get on. He was afraid that, whoever held the
reins in his hands would soon have his arm dislocated, through the jibbing of the horses. As
to the melLber for Collin~wood, he thought he
would soon get the bit m his mouth, and run
away with it. (" Hear, hear," and laughter.)
The hon. member then resumed his seat.
Mr. BARTON stated that even were every
charge brought forward by the Opposition false,
and he had no doubt that many of them were so,
he should nevertheless vote for the amendment,
They had learned now, that at the very time the
mOTer of this amendment was making his opening speech, he had already framed his land resolutions. But what were they? Who knew anything of them, save the select few whom that
gentleman intended to associate with him in the
Government? (U Hear, hear," from the Convention and the Ministerial benches.) Why was he
going to vote against the Ministry? Was it because, as alleged by the hon. member for Brighton, the Government kept His Excellency
waiting on one occasion? No; he was not going
to vote against the Mir.istry on that ground, or
any such similar reason. Mr. Barton then proceeded to remark upon the position held by the
Convention with reference to the members of the
present Government. He was aware of the danger of throwing the Government of the country
into the hands of an Opposition unpledged as to
their Land Bill,-an Opposition tha.t would~
if they dared, commit offences equally baa
with those perpetrated by the present Government, or perhaps even worse than they had done.
Why did not the hon. member for Sandridge
state openly what his intentions were on the
Land queRtion, instead of keering it close? He
purposes to discuss in a smal room a question
that ought to be discussed in public, but which
he intends to go into privately and without being
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under the surveillance of the Press. But he
could tell them that whatever Ministry was
formed, the very first thing it would have to confront would be the -Land question. He could
assure them that not one farthing of
public money would be voted for the public
service until the Land question was settled.
(" Hear hear" from the Convention and the Ministerial benches.) He could tell the hon. gentleman who was bringing in his Land Bill, that if
he was net prepared to give free selection over
the whole of this country- he could tell him that
they would have none of his Land Bill. If he
was not going to gIve free selection, without the
objection that New South Wales had got rid of,
they would have none of his free selection. They
would sooner go in a body to New South Wales,
and take free selection there. (" Hear, hear."
and laughter.) It was very well to laugh, but
what would become of the merchants of Melbourne if the diggers and Convention-men were
to emigrate in a body? Whatever Ministry
would come up to this mark, they would support
them, no matter who they were. He would say,
like the late Dr. Chalmers, that if the devil himself handed him a. Bible at the end of a long
t.oasting-fork, he would t.l.ke it. (Loud laughter.)
The gentlemen sitting in that part of the House
(the Opposition benches above the gangway) had
none of them avowed a land policy, unless that
stated by the hon. the member for rSt. Kilda
could be called a policy; and it was very remarkable to see the manner in which that learped
gentleman had changed his views since he
met his constituents in the open air at Prahran.
There, when he was a candidate for their
-suffrages, he was understood to be in favour of
free selection before survey; but it now appeared
--and it was curious that the learned member
had not taken the opportunity to deny it before,
although he might have done so on two or
three occasions-that he had been misreported.
If they looked at the incongruous materials of
the g~ntlemen sitting on the Opposition side of
the House, above the gangway, how were they
likely to form a Ministry that would kee,p together ? If they took, for instance, the hon.
member for North Grenville, they could see how
persons were likely to change their npiniofls. He
alluded to that hon. gentleman who had lost a
portion of his portly person in his struggle for
freedom.
Mr. WOOD rose to order. Such personal remarks were not only opposed to the rules of the
House, but ev('n to all gentlemanly feeling.
Mr. BARTON was not aware that the fact of
having been wounded in a patriotic movement
was discreditable to a gentleman. If it was, he
re~retted that he had alluded to it; but he was
qUIte willing to allow that all the hon. member's
patriotism had been buried with his arm.
(" Order, order.")
Mr. WOOD.-lf such language, Sir, is tolerated in the Convention, it is not here.
Mr. LALOR would explain, once for all, that
he did not sympathise with the views of the hon.
member now, nor had he done so at any time}
and therefore he could not be taunted with
having changed his views.
Mr. BARTON had no wish to wound the feelings of any hon. member, but he certainly had
not gone so far as the hon. and learned member
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for St. Kilda. As to the hon. member for Ripon
and Hampden accusing the hon. and learned
member for Avoca. he thought it was very like
one certain culinary vessel calling the other
names. It had been always understood by the
country that this Parliament was to meet for the
settlement of the Land question) and this was
understood to be the ease during the election,
notwithstanding all the attempts made to turn the
question in other directions, such as the religion of some hon. members} &c. After a few
further remarks, the hon. member sat down.
"Mr. SINCLAIR said he would support the
amendment. He criticised the conduct of the
present administration, and confessed that the
ex-President of the Board of Land and Works
had n~t -been raised in his estimation by the
recent disclosures. He had thought that that
gentleman must have had some sufficient reasons
for retiring, but as it now appeared to him, he
had but a very trifling excuse for so doing.
Dr. RUSSELL rose to orier, he could not sit
and hear the hon. member attacked when absent.
The SPEAKER ruled the hon. member was
out of order.
Mr. SINCLAIR then referred to the fencing
of Lincoln and Argyle Squares, and said that Dr.
Evans had made a distinct promise that the
Squares would be fenced in. Tenders had been
called several times, but the work was not yet
commenced, notwithstanding the resolution arrived at on that subject by the House last
session. He then commented on the manner in
which the Public Works had been carried on.
With regard to the new Treasury, he said there
were plans prepared for it from a number of
sketches, which were subsequently altered as
being insufficient} causing expense to the Government, and dissatisfaction to competitofR. Again
the plans prepared for the Custom House were
found useless after the contract was let, and new
plans and prices agreed on, subsequent to the
contTact being let. If such a system was to be
adopted it would be very unjust to the majority
of contractors and the country. He also believed
a great deal of money was about to be wasted in
the foundation and basement story of the new
Chief Secretary's Offices, the w!l.lls of which
were much thicker than required or considered
necessary in any similar building. He believed
the Public Works department to be the most
mismanaged branch of the Civil Service.
Mr. KEEFER thought it was due to his hon.
friend the Chief Secretary and himself that he
should explain the reasons which induced him
to vote against the Government of which that
gentleman was a member. He regretted that
his first appearance in public life should be to
oppose a gentleman to whom he was under such
a debt of gratitude. It was through the Chief,
Secretary that het a Canada barrister, was admitted to practise ill this colony. It was not the
Chief Secretary he opposed, but the Cabinet of
which he was the head. He had no confidence
in Mr. Miller, the Solicitor-General, or the
Treasurer. He considered that the appointments made by the Government were of such a.
character as to lower the civil service
He bein the eyes of the country.
lieved that the Solicitor-General mismanaged the
first trial of the Omeo prisoners, and that it
would not have been necessary again to put them
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on their trial. With the elunes affair he was not
satisfied. The order of the Solicitor-General,
which compelled men to desist from working on
private :property at Clunes was high-handed and
unconstItuiional. He wouid a&k why the Solicitox:General did not prosecute Mr. Green at Beechworth
for perjury? That person was committed for trial
by J ud~e Cope; the depositions were sent down,
but no information was filed. His objections to
the Treasurer and the Collector of Customs were,
that they had engaged in transactions which incapacitated them from taking office under the
Crown. It was said the previous evening that
mercantile men in England could hold office, and
yet continue their pursuits. The contrary was
the fact. When Mr. Powlett Thompson~ Mr.
Elles, Mr. Baring, and Mr. Gla.<18tone
took office, they resi~ed their connection with their respectIve mercantile firms.
The President of the Board of Land and Works
was described as r. man of great learning, and as
being in possession of all the Christian VIrtUes.
ThQre was one virtue which he did not appear to
possess-that was resignation. (Laughter.) If
he had been he would not have remained in office
after such statements on the theory of responsible government had been made by his colleagues.
It was nbt his intention to have brought forward
any specific charges, but the gauntlet had been
thrown down by the Treasurer; therefore it
would be hi8 duty to bring forward charges which
he could support. He would refer to the appointments which had been made in the Civil
Service. He would ask if £he House would not
wish the Custom-house officers and clerks of
Petty Sessions to be men of respectable positjQn.
The latter had frequently to assist the magistrates
in their duties. Was it possible for men who knew
notliing of the gold-fields to become wardens?
He believed that there was in the House materials sufficient to form a Conservative Ministry,
something between the Haines Mirustry and the
members who sat on his left. He hoped to hear
aroliey enunciated which would suit the views
o the majority of the House. In the Address
which would then be presented he hoped thanks
would be introduced to His Excellency that his
nephew had not been sent up as a warden to the
gold-fields to assume duties of which he had no
knowledge whatever; and, also, thanks to His
Excellency that Mr. J. H. Quinn had not been
appointed a clerk of Petty Sessions. (Hearl
hear.) If the hon. the Solicitor-General ha<!
not come forward and challenged hon. members
to make some specific charges againstiheGovernment, he should not have made the above remarks.
Mr. WOODS felt it to be his duty not to
let the cha.llenge of the hon. the SolicitorGeneral to bring forward graver charges against
the Government than had yet been advanced
pass by unnoticed. When the present Ministry
took office many matters were to be settled
which were still as far as ever from being
It was not, however, upon any
arranged.
frivolous charge that he wished the Ministry to
be turned out. He would address himself to their
general policy. (Hear, hear.) They had done what
no other Ministry had an opportunity of doingthey had forfeited the confidence of the peoplea confidence which no other Ministry ha.a possessed. (Hear.) In neglecting to carry out the
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pledges they so lavishly made to the people at the
time of their taking office, they had fully
dellerved the ceIl8ure they had received, even if
no other charges had been brought against them.
Thenoil. member for Castlemaine (Dr. Macadam)
wsuld perhaps allow him to notice one or two
remarks which he had made use of in seconding
the ad~ess. He would, with his permission,
take them from The ArgU8, and ID the report of the hon. member's speech he
would touch upon only three points-the
Land, the Leases, and the Railways. Hon.
members would recollect when the present
Government took office it was understood that
the land policy would be settled in eight or ten
months upon an equitable basis. After 20 months
of enjoyment of office, instead of having a Land
Bill, what had they? Referringto Dr. Macadam's
speech in explanation of the Government Land
Bill, he found the hon. member had made use of
the following words :-" The la~d will be available to the poorest individual, and every man will
be able to purchase a farm, which will afford mm
• a prospect of independence. Such farms will be
'~mpnsed in agricultural municipalities, to which
the sum of 5s. per acre of the purchase-money
will be given as a permanent endowment, and
the remainder will be devoted to the carrying out
those improvements which the district will require, and without which the survey would be
worth nothing. When, therefore, as will be the
ca.se l the whole price of the land is expended upon it, the purchase-money is
almost nominal, inasmuch as it returns
to the purchaser in a different shape."
He must say, if the whole of the purchase-money
were to be returned to the buyer, that was a
scheme which in his wildest imaginings he could
never have anticipated. If the purchase-money
were all paid back again, a stretch of liberality
would be exercised beyond what he had ever
ventured to hope. (Hear, hear.)
Dr. MACADAM explained that his statement
was to the effect that the 15s. ba.lance of the
purchase-money was, accOl ding to the Government scheme, to be expended in the construction of roads and bridges for the benefit of the
district.
Mr. WOODS.-Well, he would liketo know
what the explanation amounted to. A pound
per acre was paid for the land, and a pound
per acre was "'pent upon it. It mattered not
whether it was upon the precise spot of land purchased, or upon the road which enabled the purchaser to get at it. The result was virtually the
same (hear, hear), and he must repeat that a
scheme so extravagantly liberal might well take
the country by surprise. The House he
thought were justified in looking with some
little suspicion upon a policy of such an extremely liberal nature (hear, hear), considering that the whole system and practice of the
Government had hitherto been to hold power and
place, by hook or by crook. (" Hear," and" Oh,
oh.") For his own part, he entertained very
great suspicions on the subject, in spite of the explanation given by the hon. member. The next
portion of the Address to which the House was
expected to give their tribute of admiration
was the system of mining leases.' According
to the figures of the hon. member (Dr.
Macadam) the Government took credit for
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renting land at £3 5s. per acre, a.nd
employing seven men upon it. (Dr. MacadamWell, per annum. And the
hon. member had proceeded to say "And the
Government have, as far as possible, provided
that they should obtain security for their labour.
I find that the sum of £240,000 has been expended upon machinefY, and that upwards of
£500,000 has been obtained as working capita.l
If, then, the whole of the 135 leases had been
issued, employment would have been found for
10,000 men. I point this out with a view of
showing that the system of leasing land not only
has the effect of calling forth capital towards our
gold-fields, but that it will prove a source of revenue, and will be the means of providing employment for an immense body of men. If Ruch
results are derived from leasing 1,500 acres,
what may not be expected from upwards
of two million acres of land ~et undisposed of 1"
He would not attempt to go mto the whole question of leasing, but he wO'.lld observe that when
the question was first introduced it had only
reference to land which had been abandoned as
worked out-land from which the individual
miner could no longer derive a subsistence.
(" No, no," from the Government benches.) He
challenged a denial of that assertion.
Mr. O'SHANASSY would accept the challenge. The House was not to be bound by any
statement made bya junior member. (Laughter.)
The hon. member must know very well that no
knd COuld be leased if it were in pOSSC88lon of
any person who held a " mmer's right." As long
as that was the law the privileges of the miners
could not be forestalled.
Mr. WOODS.-At that rate, the moment, the
claim in hand was worked out the G(}\'eDiment
would be in possession of all the auriferous
ground around it. (" No, no.") He would also
like to know where the remainder of the la.nd
alluded to by the hon. member was to come
from.
Two millions was a large tract of
auriferousla.nd. He (Mr. Woods) had not seen
lIlUch a. quantity of unoccupied ground on our
gold-fields. (" Oh, oh," from Dr. Macadam.)
Probably the hon. gentleman said "o~ oh,"
from ignorance of the subject. He (Mr. woods)
was well acquainted with the gold districts! and
could not corroborate the hon. gentleman s assertion.
.
Dr. MACADAM.-As the hon. gentleman had
,<!uestioned his statement, he would give him up
the source of his infonnation. It was the appendix
to a report upon the unalienated lands of the
.colony which had been placed on the table of the
House. The hon. member could refer to the document whi.Jh was before him.
Mr. WOODS (quotin~ from the document)."Probably auriferous,' two millions. He was
speaking of known auriferous land. (Hear, hear.)
From the Ovens to Ararat he had been on the
gold-fields, and had some idea of the ~ua.ntity of
-auriferous land; but the word • probable"
settled the question. (Laughter.) He repeated
that the Government set out w~th the polIcy
which referred only to old ground which had
been worked out and abandoned. They had
-since changed their policYl and wanted to alienate the whole of the gob-fields. (" No, no.")
The Government, further, sent up a return
which acquainted the miners that with the ter-
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minatiollof the existing claims in hand the
ground would be open for leasing purposes. That
was the effect of a by-law which tlle Mining
Boards were expected to pass. That appeared to
him an attempt to destroy all local authorities,
and to centralise all patronage in Melbourne.
(" Oh, oh.") That was the whole of the
scheme; and it appeared that the Government asked the Mining Boards to do what
they were afraid to do themselves. (U 0p-, oh.")
The hon. member for West Ballarat (Mr. Sergeant) had just furnished him with a copy of
the said by-la'W, or rather of that which the
Government intended should be made into a bylaw. (Having read the document.) That was
a copy of the proposed law, which proved the truth
of what he had just advanced. The Government
required, not only to alienate all the auriferous
land, but they wanted the District Mining Boards
to pass a by-law to enable them to make regulations which at that time existed only
in the brain of the Solicitor-General.
Mr. O'SHANASSY. - That by-law was essential to enable the Government to make those
regulations. Did he understand the hon. member to say that if 21 miners wished to associate
themselves together to lease a piece of ground,
that the Government ought to refuse them?
Mr. WOODS.-Had the Government then no
power to illsue a lease, except from the authority
of the District Mining Boards? If that was the
case, the Gold-fields Act must be a most absurd
one. He had always considered it to be a collection of incongruities. (" Hear, hear," and
laughter.) If tIie Government had sent up
a rough draft of the leasing regulations
they proposed to make, there would then have
been some consistency m their request to the
Mining Board3. As it was, there was none. He
was much afraid that the result would be that
many wild speculations would be entered into
and many dIsastrous losses would follow. H~
the lands been properly opened at first, there
would now have been a settled and thrivin~ population, instead of a fleeting and uncertam one.
Those who made a little money now on the goldfields were anxious to go away, anywhere out of
the colony. (Hear, hear.) It was a shame that
we should have to pay 3,000,OOOl. annually in
bringing provisions into the country for the support of our labouring population. It was a shame
that such vast sums of money should be locked
up in this country; and it was no credit to the
Go,·ernment that such a large sum as the hon.
member, Dr. Macadam, had mentioned should be
expended upon machinery. He repeated that
the result would be speculation and ruin to a
great many persons. (Hear, hear.) With regard
to the railways, he could not see what the Government had to do with them. On the Continpnt railways were in the hands of the Government, it was true; but he had yet to learn this
was a Continental population. Dr. Macadam on
this subject had made the following statement:"I can, therefore, endarse the opinion expressed in the Address, with referenoe to our
railway operations. The influence which these
works have had upon the labour market is also a
question to which, perhaps, hon. members have
not directed their attention. I will just mention
that, during the lust week there were employed
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upon these lines of railway no less than 5,900
men; and that a large proportion of these men
consisted of skilled labourers. 'Besides these,
there were about 2,000 men employed in cutting
timber and procuring materials, who must also
be td.ken into account. Taking a fair estimate of
the families of these men, there are about 20,000
souls deriving sustenance from these works.
This number will be increased as the fine weather sets in, in the proportIOn of, I believe, about
50 per cent., and there will be, in say two months,
30,000 peI"3ons employed, or about one-seventeenth part of the whole population."
That was another point upon which the Hous~
was expected to pay a tribute of admiration to
the Government-that one-seventeenth part of
the whole population would shortly be employed
by means of a sort of out-door relief, established
for the benefit of a starving population! (H Oh,
oh.")
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-How would you make the
the railways without them?
Mr. WOODS.-That was a pretty state of
thin~s-20,OOO . persons dependent upon
the
pubbc purse, and everyone else placed under a
tax to support one-seventeenth of the
whole population ! ("Oh, oh" and" Hear, hear.")
This colony, he asserted, was capable of maintaining 10 times the amount of its present population, were it not cursed with bad legislation.
(Hear, hear.) He was a warm supporter of this
Ministry I).t first, but he was now obliged to vote
against them, for they had, by their conduct,
completely forfeited his confidence. But what
were they going to do with the gentlemen on the
Opposition benches? (Hear, hear.) 'l'here was
nothing very bright in their antecedents.
members
(Laughter.) At any rate, hon.
could
fall back upon their o'\'n principles, and he would sooner fall by
P!inciple than succeed by trickery. (Hear, hear.)
He could not divest his mind of a certain fear of
those gentlemen who aspired to become members
of the new Ministry. (Hear, hear.) He could
not forget the Haines' Ministry and their attempt
to confiscate the whole of the land for the benefit
of the squatter. (Hear.) If a liberal programme
were declared, he would be prepared to support
the Ministry who brought it forward. He was,
however, in favour of choosing between those
gentlemen who made promises and those who
made promises and broke them. Both sides of
the House had promised largely, but he thought
the hon. members on the Opposition side had
broken less pledges than the Ministry had done.
(A voicEr-H Probably more.") Perhaps so, but
if so he had not known them. (Laughter.) In
conclusion he trusted that the game of battledore
a.nd shuttiecock for place would be done away
with, and serious and earnest attention be paid to
the pressing wants of the country. (Cheers.)
Mr. J. D. WOOD said.-I think, Sir, I can add
but little at this late hour of the night to the bill
of indictment which has already been made out
against the gentlemen forming the present
Ministry. I may, however, take the opportunity
of vindicating myself from the charge of having
selfish motives to influence me in voting for the
amendment. The hon. member for North Melbourne has insinuated as much, but I think I can
appeal to my professional brethren, who will
absolve me from that charge, and bear witness to

[SESSIO~

L

the fact that to take office would involve on my
part the relinquishment of a certain amount of my
income. I may state at the commencenient that
I cannot accuse the Government of any neglect
or want of courtesy to myself when the business
of my constituents has brought me into contact
with them, and that my opposition is not ba.sed
on grounds of that nature. I had thought when
the hon. member for North Melbourne first.
rose to address the House that he was about to
put the last nail into the coffin of the Ministry ;
but he has not done so, and after a few feeble
efforts and an attack upon my hon. friend the
member for St. Kilda, he has subsided. He
somew hat severely criticised that hon. member for
some of his expressed political opinions; ':lut I defy
him to show that he ever held the extreme viewsof the Convention, or that he was not alwaysopposed to payment of members and universal
commonage. The hon. member for North
Melbourne has been himself somewhat severely
critichled and misrepresented. He has put 8r
notice on the pa.per containing the principle that
members should be paid,. though not stating
whether the rate was to be at what they were
worth. I remember but a short time ago that
that hon. gentleman was said to be opposed t~
payment of members.
Mr. BARTON.-I never opposed payment of
members.
Mr. WOOD.- I only said it was one of the
misrepresentations that had been made of the
hon. member's conduct. (Laughter.) It wasactually told me that but a few years since
he had written a pamphlet giving the squatters
the fee simple of their runs. I believe, Sirl the
hon. member for St. Kilda would not have oeen
subjected to these misrepresentations by anyone
who had read the reports on the subject. Per. haps, like other hon. gentlemen, the Press has
entered into a conspiracy against him, and he is
sure to be misreported. Yet, Sir, I must donewspaper reporters the justice to say, that their
conduct admits of much extenuation, for I myself have seen the letter from the hon. member
for Avoca before it was discovered to be a forgery, and I should never have guessed its real
meaning. I cease to wonder at it whtn I know
that a reporter in taking down what he hears,
calls it taking down what is said, and not what is
meant. (Laughter.) It h~s been said by the hon.
member for North Melbourne that the charges
against the Ministry were paltry. Why what
where they? What has been substantiated has
been most serious; for that includes charges
that they systematically used their patronage for
the purpose of securing their position, and abusing their power-that they have not scrupled to
pack the Bench; that they have purposely delayed the meeting of Parliament, for the purpose
of prolonging their tenure of office; that they
have advocated an ambiguous policy in order to
catch persons holding conflictin~ opinions. Are
these charges pronounced to be msigmficant? If
the purity of the Bench, the integrity of public
men, and the impartiality of administration of
justice are an to be thrown aside to facilitate
the passing of a Land Bill, my views and
those of the hon. member differ somewhat.
But, Sir, the Ministry themselves.. if I may use
the language of a Court of Law, tne Ministry to
this bill of indictment demurred, and then plead

OCT.

20, 1859.]

78

SECOND PARLIAMENT.

to it. They first say re It is a.n insignificant out-I
cry," and at last bring evidence to contradict the
charges brought against them. If a man was
placed in the dock-if he was to tell me that the
person who had the property was the thief, and
then endeavour to set about to prove he did not
commit the theft, I should look upon him with
a somewhat suspicious eye. The Ministry say
that the mountain whICh has been in labour for so
long has at last brought forth a most ridiculous
m,US, and that the charges, trifling as they are,
are not substantiated. I must say that I doubt
that very much. I recollect there was a saying
used by It gentleman, an Irish settler in Van
Diemen's Land, that the state of society was such
that no man was put out of the way until he was
hanged (laughter) ; and, Sir, the Ministry appear
to think that they are entitled to sit on thllse
benches until we can convict them of some
serious criminal offence. I am not prepared to
say that they have done anything to subject them
to the criminal jurisdiction of the country. I am
not prepared to say that the hon. member the
Treasurer has done away with any funds
intrusted to him, or that the Law Officers of the Crown have been guilty
of bribery in their appointment of Justices of the
Peace. But this is a vote of want of confidence.
I ask, should any man take a servant into his
employment simply because the jury before whom
he may have been tried pronounced him not guilty,
owing to some defect of the law~ It has been
said by a great statesman that confidence is a
plant of slow growth, and, on the other ha.nd, I
believe that confidence in a Ministry is not detroyed all at once, but that it is sapped by
degrees. I must say that the Ministry does not,
and ought not, to possess the confidence of the
country. (" Oh, oh.") If we look at what
takes place in the house of a private individua.l, we might often say we have no
confidence in that individual; and although
we could not, if asked, point out our reason for
saying so--we could not prove anyone fact
against him, yet a thousand little thin~ would
suggest themselves. That is what convmces me
that the Ministry ought not to be in power any
longer. It has been said that the present Opposition has been got up by the Constitutional
Association. I am not, nor never have been, a
member of that association, but I say that it is
preposterous to suppose that the country can be
hoodwinked-that the hon. members I see
around me can be hoodwinked, by any association.
I believe, perhaps, that the as8ociation may have been the spark that
lighted the conflagration, but the materials were
provided before. Did this want of confidence
arise all at once? No, it arose by degrees. Each
movement of the Ministry has been spontaneous
- take, for instance, the appointment of the
magistrates. Why, Sir, as soon as the names of
the newly appointed magistrates were gazettedwas not there in every newspaper an universal
outcry? There was no time for concert thenit was spontaneous. Sir, it is impossible for me
at this late period of the evenmg to dwell in
detail upon all the charges which ha.ve been made
against the Ministry-some of them apply to the
Ministry collectively and others to only individuals. I allude.: for instance, to the hon. the
Commissioner ot Trade and Customs. I do not

suppose in his acts that that hon. gentleman has been influenced by any love
of political life; looking at the past history of that hon. gentleman, I do not
see that he has ever shown any desire to attain
a high political character. With reference to the
little by-play between him and the contractors, I
consider that it is a ~ave charge-members of a.
Mimstry actually bemg mixed up with contractors. The hon. memberfor Collingwoodjustly said
that the Hon. Henry Miller referred to a certain
contractors when he made the remark that hehad
his eye upon them. That fact became sigmficant
when the gentlemen in question afterwards became mixed up in business transactions with the
Hon. Mr. Miller. It has been asked, are
members, because they become members of the
Government, at once to cease holding shares or sa.crifice their property? I certainly do not think so,
but I say that they ought not to take part in
these public companies, and that they ought not
to be actively mixed up in transactions which
may take place between companies with which
they are connected and Government contractors.
But, Sir, I have said enough on this point. I say
that those other charges which have been made
against the Government are significant to me in
this respect. Taking them one by one, they may
not be of great moment, but the Bill of indictment brought against them, proves to me that
they have had but one object throughout, and
that is, by whatever means to retain power. I do
not say that it is a dishonourable thing
to be desirous of retaining power, but just
as there are some methods of attaining wealth
which are dishonourable, so also are there some
methods of obtaining political power which
are equally dishonourable; and I believe that we
shall find that every act of the Ministry has
tended to this one end. We have heard of the
appointment of magistrates. Some charitable individuals have supposed that many of these appointments were made by the Government
through mistake; but, Sir, how can any man
hold that opinion now, after the declarations
made both by the hon. the Treasurer and the
hon. the Solicitor-General? From those hOIl.
members we have had a new definition of the
word U mistake." I must say that if the members of the Ministry are incapable of expressing themselves in intelligible English, that that
is; a good reason for their not being allowed to
retain office (hear) ; for as soon might a dumb
man be appointed, as a man who, although
gifted with the faculty of s~ch, 18 unable to
give utterance to his ideas. (Laughter.) I say
that all these facts lead to one conclusion-that
the magistrates were appointed to strengthen
the position of the Ministry. Sir, I go to another
point. I look to the delay in calling together the
Parliament.. and I have no hesitation in saying
that the delay took place in order that the Ministry might remain as long as possible in office.
What was the cause of the delay? Why,
that in one constituency a large number of
persons might
be jut on a supplementary roll.
I shoul like to know how
many out of those additional names voted. The
Ministry have arranged it so that, if this amendment is carried, only six weeks will be available
for getting through the Estimates, and that is
what the Ministry meant by leaving their succes-
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H There is another branc!l of what I may consots in a U fix." (H No.") I say it would have
been a less grievance if a nnmber of persons had sider the land code of this country, relating to
been disfranchised rather than that the financial persons ha.ving possession of lands under the
business of the country should be postponed, title of pa.storal tenants. I propose that they
and then transacted in six weeks. Looking at shall continue in possession under a yearly
the policy of the Ministry, we shall find a con- licence t but they must pay a fair rent. I do not
vincing {'roof that their great object has wish that any injury shall be done them, but
been to msure their continuance in office as they WIll be clearly informed, and I believe they
long as possible. Hon. members have alluded are ready to accept the proposal, that they muat
to the conduct of the hon. the Presi- always yield to the settlement of the country."
dent of Land and Works and the hon. the Now, SIr, I w;k, why did not the hon. member
Treasurer; and I will say that their conduct when he went to Kilmore state that he had seen
has often forced itself upon my attentIOn. I re- reason to change his opinions. We all know how
collect at the time when this Ministry was one of the greatest statesmen the world ever proformed, I was sitting in the library, holding con- duced was persecuted becau'le upon the Catholio
versation with a gentleman, who I believe was question and Free-trade question he altered his
the only other person present. I remember the opillions; but here we find the hon. member for
hon. member for Collingwood being called upon Kilmore going to his constituency and not stato hke office, and I remarked at the time that I ting that he had altered his opinions. Let us
hoped he would not agree to do so, as I did not look at the "programme"-and certainly that word
see how Mr. O'Shanassy could honourably take is a peculiar one to apply to a ministeria.l policy.
him into his Ministry. when what was my surprise I have heard it apphed to music, and used by
to hear a deep gruff voice behind me saying, even a greater man than the hon. Castlemaine
~'You forget, sir, that I did the same thlI1~."
lecturer-I mean by Mr. Albert Smith. That
I looked round, and saw the hon. member for ~entleman used to say that there were parts
Richmond. (Great laughter.) Thehon. member III his programme over which he would observe
for CoHingwood, might, perhaps, have been sur- people yawn and groa.n, and he at last knew
prised at that document, signed at Richmond by what parts to suppress. The hon. member for
the hon. member, but looking at the antecedents Kilmore appears to have taken a leaf out of that
of the hon. member, I was not at all surprised. gentleman's book. (Laughter.) With regard to
I will now take the Ministry one by one. (Hear.) the occupation of Crown lands for pastoral purI will take fl.rst-I wish to show respect to the poses, the hon. member has most certainly left
Upper House, and I cannot do better than quote himself a most convenient loop-hole. We are
the sentiments of the Hon. Henry Miller. utterly kept in the dark as to what is to be done
(Hear.) This is one of the hon. gentlemen who with these lands at the end of the year 1861. It
represent the people; who is pledged to a demo- is a subject left open purposely by the Ministry,
cratic policy. Certainly, on looking at his so that they may catch the votes of the strongest
speeches, I might think that he had grounds for party. I have already alluded to the hon. memabjecting to the persecution of the Press, and bers for the Avoca and Maldon, but I have not
that he had been misreported, did I not find that quite done WIth Maldon. We hear that the
his votes have confirmed the sentiments ex- hon. member for that district expressed himpressed in his speech. The hon. gentleman self in favour of the abolition of the duty
then quoted from HanBard, sec. I. p. 448 a upon gold. (Hear.) I asked him whether
portion of Mr. Miller's speech on the Abolition he did so at ColIingwood, and he said yes, and I
of the Property Qualification Bill, and then asked him why he had not brou~ht forward his
views on the subject until he found, strong proproceeded :bability of his being thrown out for Collingwood.
Now, Sir, I ask if the hon. member who enter- Sir, I will now go to the Solicitor-General. I
tains such sentiments as these can consistently might find out inconsistencies in his policy
call himself a member of a democratic Ministry. -(hear)-but after all, his policy is what I may
I ask with what consistency could the people's truly call extemporaneous policy-sometimes on
Ministry adopt such a colleague. I come now to a platform, sometimes after dinner, and somethe hon. member for Kilmore. I should have times after supper.-It reminds me of what was
respected that hon. member if, when he went
before his constituents, he had said he had fonnd said of Fielding:Cl But as he quaffed the fiery juice,
reason to alter his opinions upon the Land quesDame Nature stamped each lucky hit
tion; but I have looked in vain to find such a
With unimaginable wit."
confession. This extract will show what his
opinions were at one time with regard to the I must say that some change in the policy of
the hon. member seems to take place in every
land:place-a fresh development in every fresh
H I spoke of my objection to the principle of. locality.
(Laughter.) Now, Sir, I have gone
selection-I ~ay at once say that that principle through the opinions of the hon. members, and
will not be mtroduced by the present Adminis- I say, what can be the object of this continual
tration, for it has this feature, that it enables the change of opinion, unless the desire to retain
capitalist to purchw;e tracts of country, and hold power. . If that is not the case, they must be the
them. until the:y have acquir~d value, with~ut any most impressible people I ever met with. WhatexertIOn on hIS 'part. I WIsh to deal WIth the ever be the cause of these continual shiftings, it
question as it is dealt with in America, where the is Bufficient to convince me that they ought no
a.uction system is adopted with the specific pur- longer to be entrusted with the reins of power.
pose of impartially distributing the public lands (" Hand them over to you," from Mr. O'Shaand pr~venting the possibility of favouritism
nassy.) I do not know, Sir, whether this stateCOrruptIOn.
ment of the hon. member for the Avoca's speech
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ili another misreport; but I tlnd the hon.
member stating that it would from the first
have been far mare consonant with his
feelings to have sought the suffrages of
the electors of Avoca. (Great laughter.) Andl
moreover, he had always particularly studiea
the interests of Avoca, but was unwilling to drop
the power entrusted to him. He endeavoured to
impress upon those presentDr. EV ANS.- Not at all. Mr. Speaker, it
may be a subject of laughter that public men
should be libelled, calumniated, and systematically misrepresented, but I am sorry to be a
member of a Legislature where such feelings are
indulged in. (Great laughter.)
Mr. WOOD.-1J the hon. member says that
that report is incorrect, I shallDr. EV ANS.-I declare, Sir, that that does
not represent one sentence, or two words consecutively, which I have ever uttered, either at
Avoca or elsewhere. I solemnly declare that.
(Cries of" Oh," and laughter.)
Mr. WOOD.-I did not need the solemn declaration of the hon. member, as a simple word
would have been quite sufficient. I do not,
however, see why, because there happened to
be an incorrect report, that the· hon. member
should resign his seat. The fault is not with his
brother legislators but with that body of which
he was so long a member. Let the hon. member
resign the Press, if he had not. done so already,
but on no account abjure the Legislature.
(Laughter.) Before I sit down I will a.llude to
one pomt, not because it refers to the question
at issue, but because some hon. members thought
it did. I consider the subject under discussion
is 'not measures but men-(hear)-and therefore we are not called upon to go into measures.
The hon. member for Kilmore alluded to the
course adopted in the House of Commons when
the vote of want of confidence in the Derby
Ministry was put forward; but there the argument was, to a great extent, on account of the
men who composed the Ministry. But you are
not the men who ought to bring forward such a
measure. I will ask whether the conduct of
this Ministry is not sufficient to justify me in
saying that they will adopt any measures so long
as they are in office. The members of the Convention have said that no Ministry can stand
unless they come up to the Land measure of the
Convention; but with the various views
entertained on that question, how can a
Ministry stand if the Opposition coalesce
with the Convention to turn them out, no
matter how liberal their Land Bill may be? It is
impossible to say, supposing this amendment is
carried, who will be called upon; and it would be
gre&t folly for anyone to come down now with a
Land policy. I have not shrunk from making
known my views upon any point, and in the
first place, looking at the changes of opinion
entertained on the subject of the lands, I do
not think any Ministry could be found all the
members of whi0h held the same views; and if
you want an honest Ministry you must have one
which will show considerable latitude on
the Land question. For my part, I go beyond that--I have proffered my views in
my address to my constituents. I stated in that
that we do wrOBg in having a Ministry bound
I

together by a certain political creed. That may
do well enough in England, where there are two
historical parties; but I believe it will neTer do
here. For my part, I should like to see every Minister responsible for his own department, and not
because one does wrong, or his policy is disapproved of by the country, that all should be
called upon to resign. Some persons say that
the Land Bill is the most important question of
the day, but I say that education is (hear
hear); and yet we find the members of
the Ministry differing upon that subject.
I am now merely stating the opinions which I
hold myself, and have no wish in doing so to
pledge gentlemen on these benches to the same
opinion. There are some gentlemen sitting beSIde me who are opposed to the system of deferred payments, but at the same time they are
quite ready to support a system which will enable
men to settle on the lands without being required to expend their whole capital in the purchase of the land which they may ultimately
wish to become possessed of. (Hear, hear.) A man
should be calkd upon to pay for such quantity
of land as he may require for the erection of his
house and the making of improvements, and that
he shall pay rent for a similar quantity-that he
should have as it were a pre-emptive right to the
block of land adjacent to that purchased by him,
which he might exercise within a given period.
(Hear, hear.) I do not pledge other gentlemen
to these oi¥nions, I give them simply as my own,
and not because they are pertinent to the
matter now under discussion
but because it has been thrown out by the other
side that no opinion on the Land question has been expressed by this side of the House.
With regard to the occupation of the land for
pastoral purposes, I may say that I have always
been opposed to universal commonage, and I
must hear arguments more favourable than any I
have yet heard before I become an advocate of
that system. (Hear.) To introduce such a system
would, in my opinion, not only be productive of 1088
to the revenue, but would destroy the ener~es of
this colony. It would have the effect of bnn~g
about interminable disputes, and I do not beheve
it would answer anyone of the views of those
who now advocate it. ("Hear hear," and" No,
110," from the Convention members.) I am merely
stating my own views on this subject. With regard to the question of selection before or after
survey, I, for my part, cannot see wilY selection
should be confined to certain areas. (Hear, hear.)
If it could be shown that the settlement of persons
on a certain part was desired- I do not mean that
people should set themselves down in the middle
of a squatter's run merely for the sake of doing
it, but if their settlement would not inconvenience
other occupants-I think that a body of settlers
who wished to occupy a certain district should be
entitled to have that land surveyed. (Hear,
hear.) I have always been opposed to a uniform
price for land, such as £1 per acre, and am of
opInion that it should be paid for according to its
value. (Hear, hear.) I have stated these my views,
not because it is a proper time for doing so, but
because I do not wish it to be understood that I
have assisted to turn out the Ministry on false
pretences. (Hear, hear.) I have before now
changed my opiDioDs on other subjects, and may
do so again, but I will not change my opinions
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of opinion as might a.rise in due course of legislation.
Dr. THOMSON moved the adjournment of
the debate, and the House again divided, the
result being-Ayes, 33; Noes, 34.
Mr. L. L. SMITH felt that he would be
wasting the time of the House in addressing
himself to the subject of the present question,
but seeing the hon. member for Avoca, in his seat
he would leave him to make the explanation he
understood that member wished to make.
Mr. STEPHEN moved the adjournment of the
debate, but was called to order by the Spea.kert
as no intervening business had been transacted
since the division.
Mr. WILKIE moved an adjournment of the
House.
Mr. HADLEY supported the adjournment.
Mr. EMBLING had heard of the hon. member for Avoca's indisposition, but seeing him in
his place trusted he would at once make his
" explanation."
Dr. THOMSON complained of the ungenerous treatment of the hon. the PostmasterGeneral.
Mr. L. L. SMITH reminded the House that
Majority against the adjournment 4
he had foregone his claim to speak on the PostMr. VERDON felt himself bound to address master-General's account.
Mr. JOHNSTON remarked that the effect of
the House for many reasons-the first of which
was, that the hon. the Postmaster-General was the adjournment would be to postpone the public
business
for nearly a week.
too unwell to make the reply that had been caned
After a few words from Mr. SNODGRASS
for. He thought it was an act of gress injustice
to the hon. member to refuse him an opportu- against the adjournment,
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY said the House had the
nity of preparing for his defence. That hon.
member was now very unwell, and he intended to option of avoiding delay by suspending its
address the House in order to give him an oppor- standing orders. Almost every speaker had
He thought directed some portion of his remarks against
tunity of recruiting his energies.
that the charges made against the Ministry had, the hon. the Commissioner of Lands and Survey,
in a great measure, been disproved. The hon. and an opportunity for reply was only falrly demember then addressed himself to the question manded. He understood a special meeting of
of the construction of the Williamstown the members of the Opposition had been held
Breakwater, and defended that work as outside the House, the result of which was the
being a necessary part of the railway system. continued calls of " Divide!" and" Dr. Evans 1"
Mr. NICHOLSON and Mr. JOHNSTON
He next descnbed the present condition of affairs
in the House as a party fi~ht, and avowed his denied having heard of such meeting.
Mr. EBDEN said it was not the first time the
disapproval of such a deSCrIption of warfare in
a Legislative Chamber-more especially in the Chief Secretary had attributed unworthy motives
present instance, when the personal grounds of to hon. members. He was quite prepared for
the opposition to the Mir:istry were so evident. such rudeness-Mr. O'SHANASSY rose to order, and depreHe thought it necessary for the House to consider
well who was to replace the present Government. cated the conduct of hon. members who had
He doubted whether a bad Ministry with defined already spoken, endeavouring to preyent the hon.
views were not to be preferred to a probably good member for Avoca making his defence.
The SPEAKER called Mr. Ebden to order.
one, whose principles were as yet unknl>Wll. He
had at the commencement of the debate prepared
Mr. EBDEN bowed to the Chair. If he had
an amendment, the effect of which would be to made use of the word" rude," it was in reference
declare it inexpedient to remove the present to the extremely usual manner of the hon. the
Ministry till those who were expected to take Solicitor-General.
Mr. IRELAND: Any hon. member is not at
their :place had announced their line
of pohcy and their opinions on the liberty to be impertinent to the Solicitorleading questions of the day. On maturer General.
Mr. EBDEN said if an appeal had been made
consideratlOnz however, he decided not to bring
the matter torward, as no good would result. by the hon. the Postmaster-General for indulgence
on account of ill-health, no hon. member,
The hon. member proceeded to say he should
vote with the Ministers who would probably he was surel would oppose it; but he had never
soon take office, provided only that they intro- heard that hon. member complain.
duced measures meeting his approval, and
After a few words from Mr. Harker,
Mr. SERVICE spoke against the adjournment.
proved their possession of principles best suited
to the country. He begged to congratulate even The hon. the member for the West Riding had
the Convention upon having defined principles, been so often misreported, that it could make
and expressed his desire that the absurdities of little difference whether he spoke late or early
party warfare should give way to such divisions in the evening. (Cheers and laughter.) He

merely for the sake of obta.ining or retaining
office.
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN moved that the House
do now adjourn.
Dr. EVANS said he would support the motion
for adjournment, because he was aware that
there were gentlemen on both sides of the House
who wished to speak. He himself, as well as
the Commissioner of Public Works, had yet to
speak. He would be obliged to speak at conSiderable length, and he hoped the House would
not, at that late hour, compel him to do so.
Mr. M. L. KING opposed the adjournment.
Mr. O'SHANASSY thought it would be doing
a. great injustice to the Postmaster-General to
ca.ll upon him to speak that night. Every speaker
on the other side had attacked him, and it was
~nly right that he should be allowed every opportunityof clearing his character.
After some further discussion, the House
divided, with the following result :Ayes
34
Noes
37
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trusted the House would not overrule the already
expressed wish of the majority.
Mr. STEPHEN supported the adjournment;
and the question wa.s spoken to by Messrs. J. C.
KING and R. S. ANDERSON.
Mr. M. L. KING begged to move the adjournment of the House as the Postmaster-General
was in an unfit state (laughter) to address it.
Dr. EVANS did not think it necessary to take
the slightest notice of the observation of the last
member. He (Dr. Evans) was too well known.
(" Hear, hear," and cheers.) The reason why he

had not yet claimed the indulgence of the House
was, the absurdity of a public man coming forwa.rd on the score of inconvenience and infirmity
to ask for the procrastination of public business.
If called on to speak to-night, ·he should be
compelled to retire without making tha.t defence
to which he considered himself entitled.
Mr. J. D. WOOD.-After what the hone
member has said, I think the House had better
adjourn. (Hear, hear.)
The question was then put and agreed to; and
the House adjourned till 4 o'clock the next day.

SIXTH DAY-FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1859.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at five minutes
pa.st four o'clock.
Lieutenant AMSINCK s~id that an evening or
two ago he had put a questIOn to the hone the Solicitor-General} relative to a memorial which had
been presented, praying for an investigation into
the causes of death of Michael Logan, who was
. found dead is the Black Forest.
Mr. IRELAND stated that he had made inquiries, and had found that the document alluded
to had been received; that the Coroner had been
directed to make a report, and that a most voluminous one had been sent in ;l.nd submitted
for the consideration of the Attorney-General.
MR. WARDEN FOSTER.

Mr. O'HEA stated that, seeing the hone the
Chief Secretary in his place, he would inform
him that within the last two or three hourR he
had received a memorial from Ararat against the
intended removal of Mr. Warden Foster from
Ararat. He would ask the hone member upon
what grounds such removal was to be made.
Mr. O'SBANASSY said that he had much
pleasure in answering the question of the hone
member. Mr. Foster had some time back been
removed from the highly-important district of
Ballarat. Ever since the year 1854, he (Mr.
O'Shanassy) had reason to notice the services of
that officer, and he would say that he had
always been highly impressed with them. It
was thought proper by the Chief Commissioner of
Police to remove him from Ballarat to another
district, anc a memorial was presented by the inhabitants there, signed by 6,000 perso~, asking
the Chief Commissioner to allow them to retain
his services. After due and mature consideratIon it was decided by the Government not to
concede to such a demand, and the consequence
was tha.t Mr. Foster was removed to Ararat.
Other smcers had been placed in similar positions, for the most obvious reasons. An officer of
police might be exceedingly efficient in a district;
but his services might be required in one
more populous. He (Mr. O'Shanassy) had
gone over the grounds with the Chief
Commissioner which
had induced that
gentleman to remove Mr. Foster from
Ararat to Swan River, and he quite concurred
with him that there were good substantial
grounds fOT his 80 acting, and why Mr. Foster
should not remain in Ararat. any longer j those

grounds being arrived at after a report had been
sent in, and it being considered that the most
lenient course to adopt would be to remove the
gentleman in question. He (Mr. O'Shanassy)
would not, however, say that cause might not be
shown why that decision should not be overridden.
Mr. O'HEA asked whether the hone \he Chief
Secretary would object to lay the report on the
table of the House?
Mr. O'SHANASSY said that he would in the
first place ask the officer ill question, because
in the course of an inquiry many questions respecting private matters frequently arose, which
were not fit for publication. If, however, the
officer had no objection, he (Mr. O'Shanassy)
would have none.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY'S OFFICE.

Pursuant to notice, Mr. SINCLAIR asked the
hone the Commissioner of Public Works, why
the present site was selected for the erection of
the Chief Secretary's Offices? Why the walls in
the basement story were such an unusual thickness of solid ashlar?
Mr. HORNE said, that he was unable to answer
as to why the site was selected. It was determined upon by a Commission appointed by that
House, whose report was approved in January,
1858, and laid on the table of the House in February. With regard to the thickness of the walls
of the basement, it was the opinion of a competent officer that they were not thicker than the
purposes for which the building was intended
required.
THE STEAMER VENUS.

Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice asked the
hone the Commissioner of Public Works why the
repairs of the Venus steamer were not being proceeded with?
Mr. BORNE stated that the steamer Venus
was not in need of repairs; and he had no
doubt-Dr. THOMSON.-I am referring to the
steamer which was sent from Van Diemen's Land
for the dredge.
Mr. HORNE.-It is not in need of repair; and
is now employed at the dredge at Geelong.
Dr. THOMSON.-That is the Bendigo.
Mr. BORNE.-No, the Venus.
Dr. THOMSON.-I beg the hone member's
pardon; it is the Bendigo.
Mr. HORNE.-As the hone member knoWS.lll
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about the aft'air, there is no necessity for him to
put the question. (Laughter.)
THE GEELONG BAR.

Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice, asked
the hon. the Commissioner of Public Works
why the new dredge, which was built expressly
to clear the Geelong Bar, bad not been set to
work; and why a contract for clearing the Geelong Bar had not been called for, as promised?
Mr. HORNE said, that the dredge was not yet
out of the contractor's hands, but that as soon as
it was completed it would be set to work on the
Bar. With regard to the second part of the hon.
member's question, it was not considered desirable that tenders should be called for until the
new dredge had been tried. A great many deputations had waited upon him (Mr. Horne) on the
same subject, and he had always returned the
same answer to them.
PENSIONS.

In the absence of the hon. member for the
Ovens, Mr. M'CULLOCH asked the hon. the Solicitor-General, whether the Law Officers of the
Crown had, in pursuanc~ of a r~solut!o~ arrived
at by the late House, gIven thell' oplDlOn as to
the right of Mr. Haines and Captain Clarke to
receive pensions under the Constitution Act?
Mr. IRELAND, in answer, laid upon the
table the written opinion of the Law Officers of
the Crown, and the same was read by the Clerk
of the House, as follow :" Opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown, as to
the right of Mr. Haines and Captain Clarke,
to receive pensions under the Constitution
Act.
"As to the right of Captain Clarke to his
pension under the Constitution Act, I concur
with the late Law Officers in their opinion in its
favour, and on the same grounds as those which
they have stated.
" With regard to the right of Mr. Haines, I
think it rests on the same principle, but with
somewhat greater strength, VIZ., that the right is
absolutely confirmed by the first part of section
M of the Constitution Act, and the second part,
which refers to the Appropriation Act of 1853, is
merely directory as to the mode of ascertaining
the amounts.
" The first part of the section appropriates a
sum of money payable by way of pension to any
person ' holding any of the offices mentioned in
the sixth part of the said schedule at the time of
this Act coming into operation} who on political
grounds may retire or be released from such
office' &c.
" Now the Colonial Secretary is named in
schedule D, p. 6. Mr. Haines did hold that office
when the Act came into operation, and he did at
a subsequent date retire on political grounds.
This, I think, confers the right.
"Then follow these words, 'and upon retirement or release from office of any such person,
he shall be entitled, by way of pension or retiring
a.llowance, to three-fourths of the salary granted
to him in accordance with the Appropriation
Act for'the service of the year 1853.'
" It seems to me that this part of the section
has no other object than to ascertain the amount.
If we were to read the words' granted to him as
granted to the individual, then no person what-
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ever could take any pension and'the whole section would be inoperative. tn no Appropriation
Act is the salary granted to the person, but to the
office, and the words ' he' and' to him' clearly
refer to the previous words, , such persons numbered in the said 6th part.'
"No doubt, the section is somewhat loosely
worded, and even ungrammatical; but so is that
relating to the pen8ions of the Judges. Such
pensions being in accordance with regulations to
be framed, so as to accord with an Act of Parliament which does not exist or cannot be ascertained, shall it be said that because the mode
of ascertaining or fixing the amount of the
Judge's pensions is ambigUOUsly stated, therefore the right intended to be conferred-and in
words conferred-on the Judges, is nullIfied?
" I am, for the abo'le reasons, of opmion that
the pensions in question are legally assigned and
paid.
"H. S. CHAl'MAN.
"16th April, 1859."
"I concur in the above opinion.

"R. D. IRELAND."
GEELONG AND MELBOURNE RAILWAY SHARES.

Pursuant to notice, Mr. LOADER asked the
hon. the Treasurer, whether the amount of'
guaranteed interest last due upon the Geelong
and Melbourne Railway shares had been paid,
and to whom?
Mr. BARKER stated that the amount due in
the shape of guaranteed interest on the Geelong
and Melbourne Railway shares was paid, when it
was due, to the Chairman of the Board of Directors.
EXPLANATION.

Mr. O'SHANASSY rose and stated that,
before the other business of the day was called
on, he wished to make a short personal explanation a.rising out of the sJWech of the hon. member, Mr. Bailey, on the previous evening. That
hon. member had accepted in the courie of the
debate a challenge offered by him (Mr. O'Shanassy) 'with reference to certain matters connected with mining leases at Brown's, and conllequently he (Mr. O'Shanassy) had provided himself with the documents necessary for substantiating the rem.arks he had made, and to alJow
the hon. member an opportunity of withdrawing
the assertions he had made. One remark was~
that considerable excitement ban been caused, in
consequence of the warden not ha.ving expressed
his recommendation of the leases at Brown's.
He held letters in his hand which showed that
the lease was not considered for decision u:o.til the
4th of April, 1859. After that an appeal was
made to His Excellency the Governor, and the
hon. member for the Ovens was employed as
counsel.
Mr. LALOR.-No, not as counsel.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said he presumedr on
seeing a barrister enter the Governor's CIlambers, that he was employed as counsel; but, at
all events, the hon. member was there &8 a.
lawyer.
Mr. LALOR.-No, but as a member.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-After the facts were
carefully heard, His Excellency the Governor decided to grant the leMe. After tha.t
the matter was taken to the local court.-
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the Mining Board-and the parties, as far
as he could judge from the accounts
which appea.red in the journals-one of which
was edited, he believed, by the hon. member for
Ballarat West, who he believed was also the proprietor of a journalMr. BAILEY.-No.
Mr. O'SHA'N ASSY said that he understood that
such was the fact. The same decision was given
by the Court, and the parties endeavoured to
Qverride it, a.nd set the law at defiance, and for a
very obvious rooson-namely, that the ground
was very valuable. and as long as they held pessession of it they could appropriate what did not
belong to them. Believing that it was necessary
to uphold the law at all hazards, he took the entire
responsibility of seeing that all in his power was
done to uphold the law, the consequence of which
was that the parties ultima\ely gave way to the
law of the country. The other case alluded to
was the case which the hon. member stated that
the assessors and the warden at Maryborough
had decided; but he (Mr. O'Shanassy) would read
a. report from the warden. (The hon. member
read the same.)
Mr. BAILEY inquired whether the hon. member had produced the whole of the correspondence? He would ask him whether he had
not received some correspondence from the Great
Britain Company, at Brown'S, dated the 14th of
December, complaining that the Warden (Mr.
Heron) had refused to confirm the grant of the
Mining Board?
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY stated that he had brought
with him all the correspondence, and he added
to it his own personal testimony. He would further add that the opposing parties admitted that
they had paid their deposit before they took
possession of the land, and under the circumstances the lease was granted, and not, as
had been stated, from any political motives
whatever. A charge had been made against
him by the hon. member for West Ballarat
-that he had appointed magistrates on the
occasion of his visit to the gold-fields from political motives. The facts, however, were as
follows :-He had received, when near Ballarat, innumerable applications on various
subjects, one of which was to urge upon
him the necessi.y of arpointing magistrates,
as in that, an ~cultura district, there were no
police nor magtstrates, and that the latter were
particularly required, inasmuch as when the crops
were ripenmg, people looking out for employment were apt from carelessness to set fire to
them; and also that wherever any cases occurred
in which the jurisdiction of a magistrate was required} the parties had to go to Ballarat, and
thus lose a ~eat deal of time. Those two reasons he conSIdered sufficie:at, and asked the
gentlemen who waited upon him to furnish him
with a list, of the names of those whom
they considered most eligible for the appointment.
The names were accordingly
sent, and consisted of those of Englishmen, Cornishmen, Scotchmea, and Irishmen.
The gentlemen waited upon him, and he had,
therefore, an opportunity of judging whether or
not they possessed qualities to entitle them to be
placed on the list of magistrates, and he saw no
objection to any of them. He might add that,
so far from any of them being political pa.rtisans,
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they were, at least the ma.jority of them, on the
Committee of the hon. member for Ripon and
Hampden-Mr. Service.
Mr. BAILEY said he would take the explanation of the hon. the Chief Secretary, in reverse
order, dealing first with the appointment of the
magistrates. On the previous evening, he
had . stated that the Chief Secretary said
that on the
occasion
on which he
visited the gold-fields he had gone partly to
obtain some information concerning them, and
also to obtain support for his new Reform Bill,
and on the latter ground he imagined that the
appointments were made for politIcal purposes.
(Hear.) . The names of the gentlemen which were
placed on the list sent to the hon. the Chief
Secretary were taken at a small meeting, and
were sent down to the hon. member, to enable
him to select from. It was never for one moment contemplated that the whole list would be
accepted, but it was felt that it would have been
invidious, in a small-agricultural district, for the
gentlemen who attended the meeting to
make any selection. He believed that the
reasonable inference to be drawn was that the
hon. the Chief Secretary imAogined that by appointing all the gentlemen on the list he would
be strengthening his position, and adding to his
political support. WIth reference to the leasing
question at Maryborough, he might state that he
had that day telegraphed to that place, and he
found that the application was made on the 26th
of September for a lease of an area not quite 13
acres in extent on the Alma Lead, by Logan and
Company, for washing purposes; that on the 4th
October the objections were heard by the Warden
and Assessors, and that the objection was considered valid. The application was afterwards
renewed. He stated. on the previous evening
the date of it in the Gazette, but had
since discovered that he was in error. He
now found that it was on the 18th October,
and that it was published that the lease
would be granted to Logan and Co. within one
month from date. From the description in the
Gazette he found that the machinery was the
same and the ground the same as that to which
objection had been raised; and he would leave it
to the House to say whether he had not had
reasonable grounds for making the statement he
did on the previous evening. (Hear.) He should
certainly move that all the papers connected with
the transaction be laid on the table of the House,
8.8 until he had an opportunity of examining
them he wa\l not in a position to agree with the
hon. the Chief Secretary. (Hear.) As regarded
the Great Britain Company, he believed that the
case was decided not WIth so much regard to the
justice of the case as to the law of it.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said the hon. member had
not as yet said anything to prove that the lease
was granted on political grounds, although that
was the burden of the hon. member's song on
the previous evening.
Mr. BAILEY stated that he still adhered to
the allegations he had made on the previous
night, that the advocates employed were political
pa.rtisans of the present Ministry.
Mr. IRELAND stated that he was present
with his hon. colleague, the Chief Secretary,
when the subject of the leases was discussed,
after which a deputation waited upon His Ex-
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lency the Governor, assisted by the hon. member
for South Grant and the hon. member for the
Ovens. The case was stated, and after His Excellency had listened to it most attentively and
patiently, he stated that he could not see the
least ground for raising the objection. After
leaving the room, the hon. member for the Ovens
stated that his clients had not a leg to stand
upon. (H Oh.")
Mr. J. D. WOOD stated that the hon. member
had made a mistake-they were not his clients.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that he ha.d said to
the hon. member, H You had better appeal to a
higher tribunal," and that the hon. member had
replied, H Oh, it is nothing at all."
Mr. IRELAND stated that he did not know
the names of the objectors, with the exception of
Mr. Baker.
Mr. LALOR said that as the representative of
North Grenville, he had taken some interest in
the case. The hon. member for Ballarat West
had made a slight mistake in saying that the
Warden had gone against the application, when,
in point of fact, he had not. By such a sta.tement a chance had been given to the hon. the
Chief Secretary to make the remarks he had
done. Still, however, justice had not been done,
as appeared by the Warden's report. He was
asked to a.ttend
with the
deputatioa
which wa.ited upon His Excellency, to
the
lease.
ask him not to sanction
He saw ~he hon. the Chief Secretary, who
promised that before a certain hour he
would not enter into the merits of the case, as
he wanted to send to Smythe's Creek; and lest
any mistake should be made an hour was fixed,
but he (Mr. Lalor) found, on going a second time
to the office of the hon. member, that he had
gone into the case and had arrived at a conclusion. Such conduct he considered highly improper.
Mr. O'SHA NASSY thought that when the
character of a Chief Secretary was attackedwhen he was charged with not abiding by a
promise-unless he could satisfy the House that
he had not been guilty of breaking his word,
he was unworthy to hold such a position.
(Hear, hear.) The fact was, that all the parties
concerned in the case had waited about his office
for several hours in the day. The opposing party
entered his private office, and made statements to
the effect that Mr. Baker was to be the agent to
sustain the lessees in their claim. He (Mr.
O'Shanassy) said he knew nothing of Mr. Baker
and that If he wished to speak to him, he would
afford him an opportunity. On referring to
Bome papers, he found that the Warden ha.d
omitted one point, namely, to write the hour and
mmute when he received the deposit. That
was the only point. He promised the hon.
member fill' NOI"th Grenville that he would send
a telegram to Ballarat, and engage a policeman to take it on to Smythe's Creek. He waited
until 12 o'clock in the day, when the parties
waiting outside his office asked him to hold a preliminary inquiry, which he did; and in the course
of that inquiry, the parties admitted the exact
hour, and ~roved that they had no right to the
ground. Upon that he imagined he had a right
to proceed with the case, and not delay the business of the country by waiting for a gentleman
who had no interest in the matter. He would
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ask the House whether ne was not justified in
adopting such a course. (H No.") He would
ask them whether he had not fulfilled the dllties
required of him, and he would leave it to them
to say whether he had not throughout acted in a.
manner becoming a member of the Government
and a gentle"man. (Hear.)
1\

THE ELECTIONS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITI'EE.

Mr. HEALES, without notice, arid by leave of
the House, statea that he rose to bring forward a
motion. He wished to call the attention of the
House to the' warrant a.ppointing the Elections
Qualification~ Committee. He believed it was in
his power to object generally or specially to the
name of any hon. member on the Committee,
and he wished to object to one name-that of
the hon. member for Maryborough. The reason
of the objection was that, a.s he understood the
constitution of that Committee to be the highest
tribunal in the country, and as he understood that
a petition was about to be presented against the return of.a colleague of the hon. member to whom
he had referred, he considered that the fact of
that hon. member acting on the Committee
would have the effect of weakening the confidence of the country and the House in the decision which might be given, more especially as
he believed that there was a close connection between the hon. member and his colleague the hone
the Solicitor-General. He had hoped. that the hon.
member would have spared him the trouble of
singling him out before that House, but as he
had not done so, he felt called upon to bring
forward his motion, which was, that the name of
the hon. member for Maryborough be erased
from the list.
Mr. EMBLING seconded the motion.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he was very
glad that he had adopted the course he had done,
as had he objected to his name being placed on
the Committee, he would have been passing
upon himself a sentence of guilty of political
corruption-which was a course he would never
adopt, confessing himself guilty of an offence of
which he was innocent. If the hon. member
for the East Bourke Boroughs had known his
political sentiments,-if he knew the place he
represented,' and how he stood before his constituents, he would never have accused him
of being in close connection with the hon.
the Solicitor-General. (H Oh.") If, however, it
was within the rules of the nouse, after what
had occurred, he should requeRt to have his
name withdrawn from the Committee.
Mr. EMBLIN'G said he was sorry to see that
the hon. member had treated the matter so
warmly, as the hon. member the mover had
acted with the best intentions. He thought it
would have been better had the hon. member
from the first deelined to sit on the Committee.
Mr.O'SHANASSY trusted that nothing personal would be said, especially as the hon. member had volunteered to have his name withdrawn
from the Committee.
Some discussion ensued, and ultimately the
motion was put and negatived.
PROSECUTION FOR PERJURY.

Mr. REEFER, seeing the hon. the SolicitorGeneral in his plaae, asked him whether it was
the intention of the Government to prosecute
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J ames Grant, who was commItted at the Beechworth Court for perjury.
Mr. IRELAND saId that he had a distinct
recollection of the case; but, upon consulting
with his hon. colleague the Attorney-General, it
was agreed by them that no charge of perjury
could be sustained.
DEFERRED PAYMENTS.

Mr. LOADER gave notice that on Friday, the
28th, he would move that deferred paymer.ts for
land shall be granted to the'actual occupant upon
a system extending over a period of five ye80I"3,
if required, da~ing from the commencement of
occupation.
POLICE STATION AT SANDHURST.

Mr. HOW ARD gave notice that on Tuesday,
the 25th, he would ask the hon. the Chief
Secretary why the Police Station at Goldensquare, San:lhurst, was about to be removed from
its present eligible site, in direct opposition to the
expressed wish of the inhabitants.
CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. LOCK gave notice that he would move
for a copy of all the correspondence relative to
the case of Buchan and Co., Brown'!> diggings.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that he ha.Q anticipated the motion of the hon. member, inasmuch
as all the documents were a.lready on the table of
the House.
THE ADDRESS.

Mr. M'CULLOCH rose and said.-Sir, I have
no desire unnecessa.rily to prolong the present
debate-a debate which has now been continued
for four nights, and which has been confined to a
discussion upon one subject. (Hear.) In the
course of that debate, Sirl only three hon. members on the Government benches have spoken(hear, Ilear)-none of t.he supporters of the
:Ministry having. come forward to say a word on
their behalf. Not one of those hon. members
who are usually backers of the Government have
ventured upon the present occasion to give them
any support in this House. (Hear, hear.) Sir, I
need not have addressed myself to the House
upon the question before them, seeing that the
charges already brought forward against the present Government are of a most substantial
nature (hear, hear), especially one of them-·a
charge, Sir, which if it can be proved, as I think
it has been proved, is sufficient to turn out any
Ministry in the world. (Hear.) I repeat, Sir,
that if ~hese charges can be proved, the fen tIemen on the Ministerial benches wil have
almost merited impeachment. (Hear, hear.)
I would not have come forward, Sir, had
it not been for the strong and urgent
request of the hon. the Chief Secretary that
I should make a statement with reference to
a melancholy and painful subject-(hear)-upon
which I had expressed myself at a public meeting
in this city. That statement, SIr, I will not
retract. (Hear, hear.) I will not repudiate it
here; and when I have made the explanation which I purpose to enter upon, I think the
House will bear me out in the remarks I then
made, a.nd·that the majority of the hon. members
present will concur with me in the justice of my
statement. The question, Sir, before the House
is, whether the hon. members on the Treasury

benches have the confidence of the country or
of this House. (Hear, hear.) With re~rd to the
first portion of the question, I thmk there
can be no doubt whatever of the fact.
To prove it, Sir, I need onlr refer to the result of
the recent elections, at which three members of
the Ministry were rejected by their constituencies; and I think, when we look at the
manner in which the benches on this side of the
House are fined: there can be little question that
the opinion of tne country at large has been expressed against the Government. (Hear.) That
feeling has been shown, not so much against the
members of the Government individually as
against the acts which they have committed
(hear), and the general conduct of that Ministry.
It is all-important, as has been truly stated
by an hon. member, that there should be a
strong Government, for a weak Government is
the greatest curse that can be inflicted upon a
country, except a corrupt Government. (Hear.)
What hore, Sir, can these gentlemen h~ve that
they wil be able to carry out any measures
beneficial to the country? What hope can they
entertain that they will bring forward measures
that will be approved by this House?
The
charges which have been preferred against those
hon. gentlemen are, many of them, no doubt of
a nature which of themselves are not sufficient to
turn out the Ministry; but there are others
which are more than sufficient to have ousted
them long ago. A cry, Sir, has been raised from
ane end of this country to the other. (Hear,
hear.) Indignation has been aroused at acts
for which they are responsible.
(Hear.)
But the day of reckoning has now come;
and I trust the result will be that a lesson will be
taught to all succeeding Governments. (Hear,
hear.) I trust the verdict that will be passed in
this House upon these hon. gentlemen will be a
lesson to any succeeding Ministry -that it will
teach them to act more honestly, more uprightly, and more conscientiously (hear); and
not to interfere with the business of the country
in the manner which has been done by their
predecessors. The charge which I especially
bring against the Ministry is the manner in which
they have tampered with the finances of this country-that the loan which the contractors required
to enable them to carry on the public works
of this country was lirovided in the most
mischievous manner.
Hear, hear.) The arrangement made by the Government was made in
the ex~ti.on that the debentures would
realise m London 112l. to 114l. upon each debenture. Their object, however, was defeated, and
instead of 112l. and 1Hl. tne debentures were
sold at 1031. 168. each-9l.less than they had calculated upon. (" No, no:') The hon. the Commissioner of Trade and Customs, Sir, stated in his
place in the Upper House tha.t, from the able
and judIcious manner in which the Government
had acted, the debentures would realise 112l. to
1l4l.
Mr. BARKER.-Sir, I rise to a point of order.
I must request the hon. member to repeat what
was really stated. What was said was, that the
debentures would probably reach to 112l. or
114l.; but the hon. Commissioner of Trade a.nd
Customs did not say they would realise that
price when they were first launched upon the
market.
M
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Mr. MtCULLOCH.---WelI, Sir, they hoped the
debentures would reach 1121. or 114l. Now, Sir,
what did I say? Perhaps this is also a mistake.
It is a very convenient way of getting out of any
admission ma.de on a former occasion. I hold it
was most injudicious to employ the banks at all
in such a matter: and I fear we are not
yet out of the difficulty. (Hear, hear.) We
may yet suffer by thIS absurd arrangement.
Who knows, if another European war should
take place- a war, for instance, between England
and France -what would be the result to this
country? I believe. Sir, that the public works
of this colony would have to be stopped. The
hon. members on the Treasury benches had some
sort of presentiment of this nature. (41 No,
no.") Well, Sir, I will state my reasons for
thinking so. The arrangement made with the
banks was, that those debentures were not to be
sold under 1051. That arrangement was altered
when it was found that the money market was
not in an easy state, and the limit was raised to
lOSt. Within two months afterwards, when intelli~ence reached this country of the diffiClIIltIes in Europe, instructions were sent home
to reduce them again to 1051. Shortly afterwards
fresh news came out, and they went up again to
lOSt. What vacillating conduct was this 1 Did
not they know the effect which it must have upon
the London markets 1-an effect which could not
be otherwise than prejudicial to the interests of
this country. The banks, looking to the state of
the London market, might have left this country
in the lurch. I have a strong impression that the
Government were the first to break that arrangement; and if so, the banks might naturally say,
"You have advanced the limit you placed upon
the debentures, and we will not a.dvance the
money to you." It just comes to this, supposing there is a crisis in the London market, it
becomes a question with the banks whether they
will carry on their business here or advance the
money to the Government. I hold that selfinterest would sway them in the same way that
it does other people. I charge the Government
-especially one member of it-wit,h having acted
in a manner calculated to affect injuriously the
sale of the debentures in London. I refer particularly to the hon. the Chief Secretary, who
made certain remarks about the London Stock
Exchange. He said, 41 What do I care about
the Stock Exchange."
Mr. O·SHANASSY.-Sir, I wish to know whether the hon. gentleman has made that statement
from his own knowledge; and, if not, upon what
authoritY' ?
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-I make it upon the
authority of a report which appeared in the London Times.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-Then I dispute the
authoril of the London Times as to that statement. A lan h.)
Mr. 'CUL~OCH.-The hon. gentleman has
perhaps been misreported again. It seems as if
the Press of the whole world had combined
against the Government of this country.
(Laughter. )
Mr. O'SHANABSY.-I will state what did
occur. Bome gentlemen connected with the Geelong RaHwll.Y called upon me upon several occasions to ask the Government for some adva.nces
to enable them to carry on their undertaking.
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Upon one of those occasions, in the course of a
pnvate conversation, one of the gentlemen remarked that the London Stock Exchange would
refuse to recognise our bonds, and I stated, in reply,
that the Stock Exchange of London would ha.ve
no influence whatever upon them. That was what
I stated. There is a witness in the Bouse.
(It Bear, hear," and calls for Dr. Thomson.)
Dr. TBOMSON.-I rise, Sir, to a point of
order. It has been mentioned by the Chief Secretary, that a conversation took place between
him and a deputation from the Geelong RaIlway.
I was present, Sir, upon that occasion, and I
must sa.y, in justice to the hon. the Chief Secretary, that the remark which he then made was
nothing more than a jocular exclamation, a.nd
one which ought not to have been intrOduced
here. (Bear hear.)
Mr. M'CULLOCB.-Well, the remark may
have been jocula.r, and may not have been in·
tended to be made public; but the fact has not
been removed, and there can be no doubt that
it would have an injurious effect upon the interests of this country. (I< Who reported it ?") I
do not know who reported it. The Government
have been most defective in their arrangements,
and most short-sighted in their policy. It is
possible, and I trust it will be so, that the country
will not experience any such ill effects; but if it
does, the blame is attributable to them, and to
them only. There is another question which has
been alluded to again and again- a piece
of conduct which I look upon as most discreditable-most damnatory to any set of men.
I refer to the conduct of the hon. the Commissioner of Trade and Customs, the hon. the
Treasurer, and the hon. the Chief Secretary.
(Bear, hear.) It is well known to hon. members
in this House that, according to the ConstItutionallaw of this country, no member of this
House who is a member of the Administration is
at libert;r to hold any interest in the contracts
entered mto by the Government of the country.
(Hear.)
Mr. BARKER.-Before the hon. gentleman
goes any Jurther-Mr. MtCULLOCB.-The hon. member feels
this to be rather a sore point, and I do not
wonder at it. I think, indeed, that he ought to
be glad to conceal his head (laughter), and
to take himself out of this House. (Laughter.)
For my part I cannot see how that hon. member
(Mr. Millf'r) can hold the position he occupies in
the Government 4)f this colony... when he is accused of tampering with the nnances of the
country. Why, Sir, it has been proved that he
holds one-half the shares of a comJ>8oDy formed
for the very purpose of relieving him from a
difficulty-formed to enable him to get that nice
little privile~e of 8 per cent., and at the same
time to retain his place as a Minister of the
Crown. That hon. ~entlema.n was not likely to
let such a temptatlOn pass by without availing
himself of the opportunity of advantaging himself. They said to him, I< If you will put your
name at the back of our bills we will give you
8 percent." Said Mr. Miller, I< No, I can't do that
because I am a member of the Government, but
I win get up a company. (Hear, hear.) I will
get up a. Provident Institute (laughter), and I
will take a half interest in it; at all events I will
have the lion's share, and I will divide the re-

OCT.

21. 1859.]

SECOND PARLlAMENT.

mainder amon~ my friends1 and especially among
my colleagues.' (" Hear, near," and" Oh, oh.")
I assert, therefore, that these hon. gentlemen
became Government contractors. They were
closely connected with Cornish and Bruce in the
contracts undertaken by those gentlemen. If
those contracts had not proved remunerative the
8 per cent. would not have been paid. I do think
it would be unjust for the people of this country
to tolerate such proceedings, and I hope
that this night a decision will be arrived
at which will confirm my opinion. (Hear.)
The question has been ventilated, and thoroughly
discussed. It has not been met by the Government. The hon. the Treasurer has passed it by,
considering the serious nature of the charge.. in the
most careless way. He has endeavourett to get
out of it by saying, H I am not worse than the
hon. member for Sandridge." The hon. member
frequently attempts to excuse his own a.cts by
drawing compansons of this nature. He said
that at a meeting in Collingwood. The hon. the
Treasurer, in my opinion, stands in a
still worse :{losition, because the bank he
is engaged WIth is not connected with Cornish
and Bruce, but they look for the payment of
their bills with the signature of George Barker
or Henry Miller at the back of them. (Hear,
hear.) I will now refer to another melancholy
affair which that hon. member has charged me
with keeping back from this House. I have no
deSIre to do so. The hon. gentleman stated, Sir,
that if there waS one scintilla of truth in what
I stated he would resign his position, and retire
from his place in this House. Now, Sir, that I
think was carrying it too far. The hon. member
must have forgotten what I said. I will read
my statement to him. At a public meeting of the citizens of Malbourne, called
together for the purpose of giving some
expression of thanks to those who so nobly
rescued the sufferers from the wreck of the
Admella, I said, in proposing a motion to that
effect, "that while congratulating each other
upon the good that had been done, and praising
those who succeeded in getting the vessel to go
to the wreck, it could only be regretted that the
attempt was not made earlier. (Cheers.) It
was only right to throw the blame upon the right
men, and they were those who formed the
Executive Government of the colony, for not
sending to the wreck at an earlier date, when
men were suffering so terribly. This reflected no
small amount of d'lScredit upon them. I thought
a useful lesson might be drawn from the recent
event. If on such occasions the Government of
the day did not exert themselvesl they ought to
be taught a lesson. It could not be allowed that
opportunities to save life should be lost. Those
in charge of the telegraphic department ought to
have communicated with the head of the Executive, who should not have allowed a moment to slip
by him. Again, at a meeting of my constituents,
I said, that if the opinion of the hon. the Chief
Secretary was, that the constitutional practice of
the country would not admit of 3OOl. being spent
for such a purpose, the sooner such constitutionalism was done away with, the better. That
is what I have stated in public on this question. I might have gone further and said,
the Government were still more blameable in not
having at once despatched a. steamer of their own

83

accord. It was not for them to sit quietly in
their own houses when a number of unfortunate
beings were clinging to a wreck, undergoing the
greatest peril and suffering, and console themselves with the reflection that they had not been
called upon by the public to send to the relief of
the sufferers. The Chief Secretary said.. "We
have had no communication with the Telegraph
department." Now, I have a document in my
possession which will show whether any informa
tion was received or not. On the Monday night
a message was sent from Mount Gambier to say
that persons were clinging to the wreck.
Dr. EV ANS.-I received no message to that
effect.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-Were you in possessienof
the fact on Monday night !
Dr. EVANS.-I was.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-Well, Sir, the hon. member ought not to have contented himself with
receivi~ the information, when it was in his
power, if not to have despatched a steamer himself, at any rate to have put himself in communication with some member of the Government
who had the power. (Hear hear.) I think the
Government were particulariy blameable, and I
know the peop:e of Melbourne are thoroughly
impressed with the fact. I have now to make a
statement which I know the hon. the Chief Secretary will not like. When he read us a statement
the other night from Mr. Wharton who was a
gentleman intimately acquainted with him-Mr. O'SHANASSY. -That gentleman was
never under any obligations to me.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-It is not necessary for &
person to be under obligations to another to be
on intimate terms with him. (U Hear!" and
laughter.) That statement only/roved that he
received his colleague in a blan manner, and
set a tele~raph in motion to ascertain whether
the Victona steamer was lying in the harbour,
and information having been received that the
vessel wa.s not in port, the hon. the Chief
Secretary took no further action in the
matter.
Perhaps he will allow me to
state what that gentleman told me on the subject. He informed me that he had sent a letter
to his friend Mr. O'Shanassy, and he said it was
hard the blame should rest with the Chief Secretary, when it was rather attributable to other
members of the Government. At the same time,
he remarked that the Government had shown the
greatest amount of apathy, and that if they had
displayed a proper energy, and exerted themselves at once in the matter, at least 40 more
lives would have been saved. (Hear.) Now I
think some weight ought to be attached to tins
statement. I think that letter was a most improper one, and a most imp!,udent one to be
made use of especially in this House. I may remark here that Mr. O'Shanassy's friend has been
engaged in a scuffle in the public streets, and is
unable to appear out of doors to-day. (Laughter.)
Another statement has been made, both by the
Postmaster-General and the Chief Secretary.
which, I think, must have been made in ignorance, with reference to gentlemen who deserve
anything but blame. I allude to Messrs. Henty.
(}fear, hear.) Those hon. members stated last
night that the Messrs. Henty did not send the
steamer Lady Bird when they were asked to do
so, until they were guaranteed that the extr~

84

THE VIOTOnUW

insurance would be paid. (It No, no," from the
Government benches., It was so stated last
night. It was said that they refused to send the
Lady Bird when they were first asked. Well, Sir,
I will now refute that statement, and will prove
that the Messrs. Henty despatched the
vessel before they were asked to do 80.
They gave instructions to the captain before
the steamer left Melbourne, that when he
got to Belfa'lt if telegraphic instructions were not
waiting for him therel to proceed at once to the
scene of the wreck if ne thought it necessary.
Mr.O'SHANASSY.-What was the date of
that?
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-I will read a letter from
Messrs. Hentyand Co., which contains a statement of the facts :
"D. Little, Esq., Collins-street.
" Melbourne, October 21, 1859.
"Sir,-With reference to the question you ask
us, as to who first called upon and suggested to
us the desirability of sendmg the Lady Bird to
the wreck of the Admella, we beg to say that the
first suggestion made to us upon the subject was
by yourself, on the Tuesday morning immediately
following the intelligence of the disaster, blit
that on our own sense of what was proper to be
done, the Lady Bird was at that moment taking
in extra coals and otherwise preparing for the
service, that Captain Greig left us with full instructions how to act, shortly before 1 o'clock
upon the same day.
" We may further add that the statement reported to have been made by a distinguished
member of the Government at an election meeting, and reiterated by another distinguished
member from his place in Parliament, viz., that
we, on the first application made to us-by whom
is not stated-refused to send the Lady Bird
to the wreck, is not in accordance with fact.
"We are, Sir, yours truly,
" J AMES HENTY AND CO."
Mr.O'SHANASSY.-I say that answer is no
answer at all. 1 repeat that the first application
to Messrs. Henty and Co. was refused. The date
of the first telegram was 45 minutes past 8 o'clock
on Tuesday evening. I will read it.
" Warrnambool, August 9,1859.
"Mr. S. G. Henty,
" Findon, near Kew,
" Or J. Henty's Chambers.
" Imploring solicitations to send Lady Bird
without delay to scene of wreck. Persons seen on
wreck up to 5 p.m. Shall I send her on without
calling at Belfast or Portland? I can send passengers across. If yes, insure for risk. No
assistance can be sent from beach. 8.30 p.m.
"FRANK HELPMAN,
" Agent for Lady Bird."
Any conversation which took place between merchants or private individuals after that, has
nothing to do with the question.
Mr. M'CULLOCH. - The vessel was despatched to the scene of the wreck at midday on
Tuesday, and not in the evening. They must
have given instructions to proceed to the wreck
before that telegram.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-As my accuracy is called
in question, I hope I may be excused if I deviate
from the usual practice, by adducing the following proofs :-
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" Melbourne, August 9.
" Mr. Frank Helpman
" Agent Lady Bi;::d, Warmambool.
"The Lady Bird can do no good. We will
telegraph to Portland in the morning. Greig
knows what to do. 9.55 r.m.
(Signed)
'J. HENTY AND CO."
With this explanation, I think I may
I was
just:fied in stating that the first applicatlOn was
refused. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. M'()ULLOCH.-The vessel left with distinct instructions that when she arrived at Belfast, if a tele~m was waiting for her, she was
to go in, but if not, she was to proceed at once to
the scene of the wreck.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I rise to order.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.- Perhaps the hon. gentleman will allow me to proceed.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I believe the rules of
this House admit that when the veracity of an
hon. member is questioned his explanation takes
precedence of debate. (Hear, hear.) I will read
the other telegrams :" Melbourne, 10th August.
It Frank, Helpman, agent, Lady Bird, Warrnambool.
" Greig shall get hill instructions at Belfast.
8.40 p.m.
(Signed)
It JAMES HENTY AND Co."

sar

" Melbourne, 10th August.
It Captain Greig, Lady Bird, Belfast.
" Proceed at once direct to the wreck of the
Admella. Beware of the detached reefs all along
the coast east of the wreck.
" Let us know your movements. 9.45 a.m.
(Signed)
" J AMES HENTY AND CO."
" Melbourne, August 11.
Messril. Henty and Learmonth, Portland.
"It is reported here that Greig has returned
to Portland, after seeing what appeared to be a
steamer going into the wreck. Is this true?
6.45p.m.
(Signed)
,. J AMES HENTY and Co."
U

U Portland, August 11.
"James Henty and Co.
U Lady Bird preparing to leave again, with
life-boats, rockets,; and lines. Will be there a.t
daylight. See that steamer is insured. 8.30
p.m.
"W. LEARMONTH."
I have BOW statled to the House what was the
first official information I received on the subject
of the wreck. Let it not be understood that I
am inculpating Messrs. Henty and Co. At 12
o'clock ther were asked to send the steamer.
Next mornmg they did so; and after the vessel
was despatched, their agents came to me, and
asked me if the Government would pay the insurance.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-I believe the matter is
exactly where I left it. I will now come to that
part of the question which relates to the insurance on the vessel. When the hon. the Chief
Secretary was asked to pay the extra insurance
which was necessary on account of the llteamer's
going to the Admella's wreck, he refused, on
the ground that he had no power to do 110; that,
according to the Constitution under which the
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Government was formed, he could not draw the
money required for that purpose. I will read a
statement made by the deputation who waited
upon the Chief Secretary; and if he h9s not
been misreported-(a laugh)-then these gentlemen have made a statement which contradicts
that of the hon. member. This is what they
said:H Mr. O'Shanassy told us that he could not
make any promise ill the matter. He talked
much of livmg under a Constitutional Government, &c. asked us to make out a written
case, which he would lay before his colleagues;
and at last-but only when the question was
most pressingly and pointedly put to him-went
so far as to intimate that personally he would be
favourable to the claim. But he most assuredly
DID NOT, as he states he did, 'promise to use his
best,' or any exertions, to help us in the matter.
" We left the Chief Secretary most disagreeably impressed both with his demeanour and
wordsl and rather resolved to collect the money
by puolic subscription than trouble him again."
Well, Sir, the hon. the Chief Secretary took no
further trouble in the matter, although from
day to day tidings were received in town that a
number of unfortunate human beings were
clinging to the wreck at the mercy of the waves.
(Hear.) And when he was asked by the members of a deputation who waited u~n him if the
Niger could be sent, the Chlef Secretary
said he was not aware that she was
in the harbour.
I think, Sir, some
member at least of the Government ought to
have been aware of the fact. The hon. the
Commissioner of Trade and Customs ought to
have known it, or if not, the Postmaster General,
or some other member who was aware of the
fact should have put himself into communication with the hon. the Chief Secretary on the
subject. The people of thir; country, Sir, are
satisfied that if that had been done, some succour
mi~ht have been sent to the shipwrecked people,
anet many more lives would have been saved.
Perhaps the hon. the Chief Secretary would produce the letter he read .to the House, which
Messrs. J. Henty and Co. addressed to him.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I can state the substance
of it. If the hon. gentleman had acted towards
me in this matter with the fairness to which I am
entitled, he would have given me some notice, to
have ena.bled me to afford the House the required
information.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-I have only just got
notice of it myself. (A laugh.)
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-Ihad some reason to entertain doubts of the accuracy of the statements
made to me, from having ~ome weeks before
received complaints of the captain of the Victoria;
and the gentleman who told me of the circumstance informed me that, after the Lady Bird
had sailed, and after all the arrangements were
made, they volunteered to go to the Government, and ask for the insurance money, and, if
they did not obtain it, to raise the amount by
private subscriptlOn.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-I feel satisfied that I have
substantiated these charges, notwithstanding the
virtuous indignation of the Chief Secretary; and
if I did not state them sufficiently strongly at
that meeting, I am sure the hon. member would
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have heard sufficient to satisfy him had he been
there. It was not a meeting of the Chamber of
Commerce only, but of the merchants and people
of Melbourne, who were there with no other
object than that of deciding between right and
wrong. I will not detain the House further
than to allude to the taunts from the hon. members on the Treasury benches. and their attempts
to retain their seats by declaring that it was not
possible to constitute a Government out of the
majority against them. I believe there is quite
enough on the side of the Opposition to
form a Government which shall be at least as
competent, and certainly as honest, as the present one. The Land Bill has been alluded to as
a stumbling-block; but, at least, the members of
the present Government cannot say much, when
free selection and free everything is promised by
one hon. member to obtain a seat for Richmond,
while a squatting Bill is promised at Maryborough, which even meets the approbation of
Mr. Hector Norman Simson-a man not likely
to be satisfied with an ordina.rily favourable
measure. (Laughter.) I believe a Government
will be formed out of the majority who will bring
in a Land Bill which, as a whole, will satisfy
the country. (Hear, hear.) Some hon. members mustl of course, concede something (hear,
hear), anet even I am ready to concede more
than I would have done some time since. (Hear,
hear.) The hon. Treasurer seems to spurn at the
idea of a man changing his opinions, but I think
it is deserving of credit when a ma.n does so boldly
and states his reasons freely. For myself I am
ready to support the Government that will probably be formed, and aid in bringing in a Land
Bill that will be at least as liberal as may fairly be
desired. To pass this, however. some concessions
must be made both by the public and the House,
and I trust it will meet on one common ground toremove that great stumbling-block-the Land
question, out of the way of legislation.
Mr. WILKIE thought it right to state his
reasons for voting for the amendment. He
came into the House in the first instance to endeavour to pass a liberal Land Bill, but unfortunately he onl:y took his seat in time to vote
~ainst the thIrd reading of the Haines Land
BIll. Since that period he had waited patiently
for a liberal Land Bill from the present Government but after supporting them for some time
he felt so disappointed in them, a.nd disgusted with
the time lost ill calling together the new Parliament, and so distrustful of their land policy, as
shadowed forth in their rough draft of a Land
Bill, that he should now vote against them.
Another reason for his vote was the proof furnished
by the elections, that confidence in them was lost
both by the House and the country. This fact
was so patent that he wondered the Ministry
had not adopted the more dignified course and
resigned already. He was not prepared to give
unqualified support to the new Ministry without
they adopted the principle of deferred payments,
and exclusion of squatters from the sole occupation of the land. He thought, after all, that
the malice of its enemies had made the present
Government particularly unpopular; but did
not see sufficient reason in that to alter
his resolution.
He begged to express his
high esteem and respect for the Chief Secretarv.
Mr. HOOD rose, amid cries of "Adjourn," to
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g!ve a few reasons for voting for the ameadment.
Under other circumstances he would have given
a silent vote. But though he thought most of
the charges brought were disproved, he should
still vote for the amendment, because the Ministerial1and policy was highly unsatisfactory, and
their departmental expenditure extravagant. A
third reason for his vote existed in the transactions between Mr. Cornish and the Government.
He knew of one gentleman tendering who
was informed that his offer would not be
accepted because the hon. the Commissioner of
Trade and Customs recommended another! He
did not now so much allude to the affair of
Messrs. Vaughan and Wild, because the case remained just as bad without mentioning it, and
the matter was to be settled in a Court of Law.
He also wanted to know whether the Chief Secretary was justified in produciIl~ three telegrams despatched to and from the Messrs. Henty?
Such a course he declared to be a violation of all
rules which govern telegraphic offices, and likely
to lead to a distrust of the secrecy belonging to
telegraphic messages, (Hear, hear.,
Mr. O'SHANASSY said that he was entitled
by the Constitution Act to take such a step when
he felt it necessary.
Mr. HOOD did not think sufficient reason had
existed for the course which had been taken.
(Hear, hear.) Had Mr. Henty, or his agent,
been called to give evidence before the House,
the production of the telegrams might have been
avoided. (Hear, hear.)
Dr. THOMSON (amid further cries of "Adjourn") rose to give his reasons for voting against
the Government. Many of the charges were, in
his opinion, without foundation, or had been
altogether disproved; but still there remained
one charge, which would break down any Government, and that was the one against the hon.
Commissioner of Trade and Customs. The only
course of action which might have saved the
Government was their calling on the hon.
Mr. Miller to resign. This was not done; and
nothing was now left but to express the total
want of confidence felt by the country, the
House, and himself..
The House then adjourned for half-an-hour.
On the resumption of the debate,
Mr. PYKE said that in giving reasons for his
vote he had a painful task to perform. He
should have to vote against a Ministry composed
of gentlemen with whom he had acted in a
former Parliament in voting for measures calculated to be hi~hly beneficial to the country. This
made him venly beheve that he spoke the sentiments of a large proportion of the population,
when he said the storm of public mdignation
was not so much directed against the Chief
Secretary as his unreliable associates. He could
only wonder how the Chief Secretary contrived
to have such people round him. He was not
going to repeat charges which had been denied
and repeated again; but there was one point to
which he must allude. He had looked through the
Estimates, but could not find that any money
had been voted for a Government a.uctioneer at
Castlemaine. Still one had been appointed, and,
as he supposed, paid, though there was no complaint whatEover against the district surveyor, who
had performed toat duty before, and such an
officer was both unneeded and unsanctioned. The
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officer 110 appointed was supposed to have some
political !influence, but did Bot at. the elections
take the course he was expected to do, so he was
at once dismissed, and a publican, totally incompetent for the duties, had been recently put in
his jlace. If the Civil Commission did no more
than clearing the public service of
goo
such redundant officers as this it would
be doing a great public service.
He
would mention another reason for his want of
confidence, and that was, that the returning
officers at Maryborough and Maldon were created
magistrates immediately after the elections. The
motives for this step must assuredly ha.ve been
political; and if it were not a practical abandonment of the duties of Government he did not
know what was. Much had been talked about
the Land qllestion, and in dealing with it he
trusted the House would always remember that
Melbourne was not the whole country, nor did
the Convention wholly represent public opinion.
(H Hear, hear," and cheers.) To address himself wholly to the question, however, he
would say there were more reasons for
his want of confidence in the mining legislation of the Government, or rather
their want of legislation. The Solicitor-General
had touchingly felicitated himself some time
since on the capital invested and the tall chimneys
springing up in certain districts in consequence
of his legislation. He (Mr. Pyke) distinctly told
that hon. member that the capital had been invested, and the chimneys built, in spite of his
legislation, and in the hope of a better Govern·
ment succeeding. The leasing regulations were
the jest of the_gold-fields. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. IRELAND.-They were recommended by
your superior.
Mr. PYKE resumed.-That did not affect
the argument. There were some points about
those leasing regulations which showed the most
lamentable ignol"donce of mining matters. For instance, they compelled the miner, in one instancel
to take out 20 acres of quartz-reef, which showed
that the framers of the regulations could not know
what quartz-reefs were. He had met with five or
six distinct lodes nmning parallel within a short
distance in one reef, and the miners would have
to occupy beyond that 20 acres of "aste land at
5l. per acre, because they could not get length
without breadth! (Hear, hear.) No doubt the
regulations originally meant to say 5l. per annum,
but as it was, the Sandhurst regulations had it
down 5l. per acre. (Laughter.) Without going
further, he would say it was this mistake upon
mistake, faIlure upon failure, and blunder upon
blunder, that made the mining ~olicy of the
present Government so contemptlble that it
had become a by-word. Nor was its Mining
Association Act better; and if Qne thing
showed that more another, it was that
miners were even now compelled to associate
undel' the Act passed by their predecessors, and
which, though faulty, had not been bettered.
The country was now askea to keep this donothing Administration, and wait till the Estimates were passed; but the country was too
tired of them to bear them longer, and it
was time they were done away with-though he
knew his adverse vote would be looked upon as
ungrateful. After narrating the story of his appointment to a wardenship on the gold-fields, Mr.
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Pyke proceeded to ask, whether a Government
officer was always expected to surrender his political independence? for if so, no hon. gentleman
could ever take a Government situation.
He had not sought a seat in that House
to oppose the Ministry, but to serve those
whom he had once consistently served before;
and if his conduct were to be impeached by the
Goyernment who employed him, there was an end
to all honour among Government officials in Victoria. (Hear, hear.) If it were doubted that the
elections had shown how utterly the Ministry
had forfeited all confidence, that at Castlemaine
alone would prove it. What caused the present
hon. member for Castlemame to head the poll,
but that when he found which way the breeze
was blowing he disavowed all connection with the
Ministry-a statement he promised to make from
the hustings, but forgot to do so. (" Oh, oh."
The known predilections of the other hon.
member, put him at the bottom of the
poll, and the Solicitor-General was not
on it at all, because the constituency knew he
had insulted them, and gloried in so doing. The
hon. member concluded by saying he should vote
for the amendment, at a great cost to his private
feelings, though he came to the House without
havin~ pledged himself to his constituents so to
do. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. FRAZER had some diffidence in standing
up for the first time to address the House on so
important a question. He thought it would have
been much more creditable to those members of
the mining districts who opposed the Government, if they had stated, in a straightforward
manner, the share they had in those matters for
which the Government was now blamed. It
would be found, upon inquiry into the granting of
leases, that those very members for Ballarat had
been the party at Brown's who applied for the
large grant of land-did so under that by-law, and
obtained it.
Mr. SERGEANT inquired whether the hon.
member wished it to be believed that he w8.l!l a
member of the Mining Board when that by-law
was passed?
¥r. FRAZER.-No. He was alluding to the
actIOn that was taken under that by-law, and in
which the hon. member participated. It was
found, after some time, that this by-law was
illegal, and the parties, after they had erected the
machinery, found that they had no protection for
their property. What did the Mining Board do?
Why the Board, of which the hon. member was
a member, sent a memorial to the Governor,
praying that the persons holding these extended
areas should have them continued in their possession at Is. per acre instead of 3l. 53., according to the terms of the regulation. Mr.
Frazer then, at some length, defended the conduct of Mr. Warden Daly, who, he said, had
never taken any part in any election meetings, but
in every scheme for benevolent social objects he
was prominent. At Ballarat west, only one out
of seven magistrates appointed voted at the election, and he voted for the hon. members on the
ofposite side of the House, and the sympathies
o four of the others were with them. (Hear,
hear.) He was glad to notice that this lIouse
stopped one hon. member from calumniating the
characters of members of that House. The
House did that hon. member a kindness
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in doing so. That system of calumniating the private character of individuals
might exist outside the walls, but he hoped the
House would not tolerate that a man's domestic
peace should be rumed by these statements
made within its precincts. The members on the
other side of the House had admitted that it was
not on their own merits they were elected, but
merely because they were opposed to the Ministry. (Hear, hear.) When candidates expressed
their hesitation to put the men again into the
Ministerial seats who had passed the Gold-fields
and Mining on Private Property Acts, the cry
was raised that they were supporters of the
Ministry which had reprieved Regan, because he
was a Catholic, and had murdered an Englishman. When those cries failed, emissaries were
sent to every street-corner, to the bars of publichouses, in order to stir up a cry that the Ministry
would bring the whole country under the domination of the Church of Rome, and renew
the horrors of the Inquisition. (Hear, hear.)
But the people were not to be hoodwinked by these
statements, and that was the reason why the
second batch of elections turned out different
from the first. (" Hear, hear," from Mr. Service.) Certain members on the other side of the
House had come there pledged to support a
liberal land policy, but they had lost sight of
that object, and had united themselves, in opposition to the Ministry, with a party whose VIews
differed widely from their own. (Hear, hear.)
It was said that an amendment was to have been
moved that no Ministry were entitled to the support of the country that did not hold principles
assimilating to those of the Convention. Had
that been so he would have voted for it. (Hear,
hear.) Had such been the case it would have
been seen that certain membenl on the Ministerial
side of the House would have been found
voting with the Convention party, and
therefore he could not understand how
it was that the members of that body were voting
with a class of men who would only give a Land
BIll less liberal than that of the Ministry. (" How
do you know?" from the Opposition.) He had
known the views of those hon. members of the
Opposition long enough! but if they had chang(ld
them, they were stil open to distrust. He
thought the Ministry should have been allowed
to bring down their Land Bill, and if it was not
liberal enough, the House could then turn them
out, and a strong Ministry could be found. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. CATHIE said that his constituents had
such confidence in his honour and sincerity, that
they extracted no promises from him whether he
would oppose the Ministry or not. (Laughter.)
He found himself on the first night of the debate
warped one way, and on the second ni~ht the
other way. (Laughter.) He was at first mclined
to say not proven, and then he said proven, and
now he was determined to assist in deposing the
present MiDlstry. The land policy of the Ministry was not that of the Convention, and he
being a member of that honourable, learned,
and intelligent body, was bOUJld to support its
principles. (Laughter.) The hon. member for
Ripon said he was the first to advocate free
selection after survey.
Mr. SERVICE.-I never said anything of the
kind.
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Mr. CATHIE would be under the painful
necessity of withdrawing the statement. (Loud
laughter.) The Convention was the first to
enunciate liberal land principles," deny it who
can." The members of the Opposition had
stolen the beAt principles of the Convention and
the best parts of their pamphlet, and, like dishonest traders, had started business on their
own account, and said, "no connection with the
traders opposite." The hon. the Treasurer had
a wonderful Land Bill, and he said one wonderful
night that he had it in his pocket, but it
was so dark he could not read it. (Laughter.)
Another time he had lost it. (Hear, hear.) He
did not think it was possible to get a worse
Ministry than the present, and so they might as
well try the other side and see what their land
policy was like. (Laughter.) But he must dissent from the views of the hon. and learned
member for the Ovens (Mr. Wood) who wished
to introduce a sliding-scale of prices, which
would beworse than the abhorred auction system;
but if the hon. member advanced a step or two
further he would be a sound Convention man.
(Laughter.) He had changed his views even
since his election. He was compelled to seek
for another class of men to rule the country, and
if they did not come up to the mark they must
be ign@miniously expelled also. (Laughter.)
The boo. member concluded by thanking the
Speaker and the House for the kindness and
attention which had been shown him.
Mr. REEFER offered Rome explanation on
behalf of his colleague, Mr. Wood, who was then
absent from th" House. He begged to state
that his hon.:colleague had expressed the same
views on the Land question at his election as
he h.ad done the prevIOus evening.
Mr. GEO. M. STEPHEN sald, in addressing
the House he had no intention of entering on any
defence of his private character; but he might
be permitted to allude to the assertions of a leading journal, that since his election he had changed
hiS political views. With regard to that statement he might observe, that the editor of that
journal should, previous to making that statement, have been at the trouble to search the
columns of his own paper, and he would have
found from the reports of his speeches sufficient
to show that it was incorrect. He wished to
defend his hOD. and learned friend, tha member
for St. Kilda, from the charges made by the
Solicitor-General, of having made political capital out of the affair of the Admella. What Mr.
Michie said was, that he would say very little
about it, as the statements were contradictory,
aDd it was possible that the allegations might be
aDlilwered.
Mr. IRELAND.-I said that the society with
which the hon. member is connected did so.
Mr. STEPHEN continued.-He was in a position, from the fact of his not having appeared
for a long period in public life, to look at matters
calmly and dispassionately; and he thought the
Ministry were not to blame in the Began affair.
(Hear, hear.) Cabinet Councillors were, it was
well known, bound by oath to conceal what
passed at their meetings, and there they were the
advisers of the head of the Government, apart
from any political influence whatever. From his
recollection of the "Instructions to Governors,"
he could state that a Governor had power to re-
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prieve a. criminal, even against the advice of his
Council, and was bound to satisfy the Home
Government only that he had acted rightly.
(Hear, hear.) He did not think that the reasons
assigned for the resignation of Mr. Duffy were
sufficient, and he regretted that some kind friend
had not stepped in between them: to smooth over
those difficulties which had, ne was afraid,
estranged two friends for ever. Mr. Stephen
then proceeded to say that he considered the
charges against the Ministry were disproved,
or, at least, were not of such magnitude as
would afford grounds for their deposition from
office, with the exception of the conduct of Mr.
Miller, and that he undertook to place before
the
House
in a new point of view.
He thou~ht the silence which had been maintained With regard to the Vaughan and Wild transaction on the part of the Ministry, arose from
the fact that a lawsuit was then pending. ("Hear,
hear," from Mr. O'Shanassy.) It was quite possible that any statement which the Ministry might
make in the House, would affect the evidence
to be given on the trial. (" Hear, hear," from
the Ministerial bench.) He had to charge Mr.
Miller with having made use of his position as
a Minister to tamper with the money-market.
He had established a company, in which he himself had taken up half the shares, and had placed
the remainder in the market at a fictitious
premium. This he considered was a violation of
Mr. Miller's fiduciary position as the Minister
controlling the mercantile transactions of the
colony. He knew the way in which Mr. Miller
had gone about the establishment of this company. He had gone to Mr. M'Combie, and asked
to be allowed to audit the accounts of the Provident Institute. He by that means got an opportunityof ascertaining the business and the
profits of that Institute, for the purpose of eliltablishing another and similar one, on the same
be in a position
basis, in order to
to traffic with the Railway contractors.
the Mining question was one which would, no
doubt, be taken into the serious consideration of
the next Ministry. It was a question which
would always be found to embrace many perplexities, but one of the most vital importance.
The Land question he did not look upon as the
question before the House, and should not have
been introduced into the debate. The hon.
member dwelt for a short time upon the advantages which were held forth in the land system
which he advocated~and which dlffered from the
Government Land.uill in its opposition to the
principle of ~ree commonage, and sat down amid
cries of "Question."
Mr. HORNE.-Sir, I have a few observations
to make and a very few. The whole of this question has been travelled over so often, that there
is scarcely anything left for me to take up. The
Regan case, the Admella case, and others, have
been argued and argued so much to our advantage by our opponents, that I need not further
allude to them. (Hear, hear.) I am satisfied,
Sir, of one thing, that althou~h we
shall probably be beaten in the diV18ion of
this House, we shall at leaRt gain a large moral
victory. (Hear.) There are a few points to
which I must allude in the charges made against
the Government. A great deal has been said
about the appointments which have been made
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by the present Ministry; that patrona.ge has been
unduly exercised; and that creed hu been the
only test of fitness for office. To show the recklessness with whioh suoh assertions have been
made, I will quote from one division in which the
salaries given to officers are by no means inconsidera.ble. In the Survey Department there are
25 professional gentlemen employed-draftsmen,
engineers, and others. I can say that these
gentlemen are all chosen for their efficiency-(hear), and that when an opening takes
place, these officers are pushed forward step bI
step, so that the lowest place is left vacant. I
can state that of these 25 gentlemen, there are
20 Protestants, 4 Catholics, and one gentleman
who 1iligns himself Atheist. This is another justification of the actions of the Government, which
will, I think, at least bring a. verdict against the
gentleman who brought forward such trivial
char~es, and who so imprudently makes them, on
the SImple ground that lie is of a different religIOUS
creed from the hone the Chief Secretary. In
addition to that, I can show that in another
department, where the officers are 103 in numberl that 620f them are Protestants, 42 Catholics,
ana one Jew. I think these facts will show
(hear, hear) that no desire has existed on the
pa.rt of this Government to act improperly in the
distribution of their patronage. Wherever these
appointments are made they are filled up by parties holding lower grades. (Hear hear.) I can
spea.k for myself that I might ha.ve appointed
eIther all Protestants or all Catholics, but I
would never insult them or myself by aaking
them to what religion they belonged. Bo mucli
for the patronage. And now for the remarks
made by an hone member opposite (Mr. Ebden),
which I am desirous of noticlI~g, as they seemea
to be caught up by several hone members on that
side 01. the House. I allude to the charge made
by the hon. member that I had despatched moneys
for the purpose of bringingwaterto Wilhamstown.
I have no doubt the hon. gentleman has been misled
in the information he received. Application was
made to me last session to provide means for carrring water to Willia.mstown. I felt the necesSIty of the measure, not only became it would be
the means of bringmg large sums to the credit of
the Commission, but because it would benefit a
large district containing a great amount of property, which, in the event of a fire, might be entirely destroyed for want of a supply of water.
I told the applicants that we had no money
supply the want, and an hone member, Captain
Perry, brought the subject before the House.
The House decided that however convenient the
Buppll_ might be, there was no money to carry it
out. Well, Sir, knowing that the Act undeJ whIch
the Commission was formed gave me permission
out of the money gained by it to carry on new
works, I found by that means I could manage to
make up some small sums with which I sent
home for the necessary pipes. I committed no
violation of the rules of the House, because there
was no reason why I should not act as I did,
having asked the Governor and the Executive for
permission. The application to the House was
for 120,OOOl. or 100,OOOl., and when the season
advanced I felt it to be my duty to go to the
Governor a.nd ask him for the money. And I
hope that before another 12 months bve passed
we shall have a. supply of water to Williams-
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town. I have done nothing of an unconstitutional
nature in that matter. There has been some
question about delaying the public works. I
deny, Bir, that any delay has taken place. Hon.
members must be awa.re that there are certain
portions of works which must be concluded before
the remainder can ~ entered upon. The founda.tion contracts must be completed before the
superstructu~e. The only delays which I have
authorised have been in a few cases where.
quantity of work thrown upon the country at the
winter season of the yea.r would have entailed a
la.rger expense than during the fine weather. I
have delayed no public works, but I have large
sums of money in hand, which would have been
exha'lsted if the works had been pressed on at an
earlier period. The hone member Mr. Bnodgr8.88
made a remark about the Kyneton deviation which
had been brought before the electors of the district
as a complaint against the Government, and they
were told by the hone member that after the elec>tions the works would be thrown aside.
Mr. BNODGRABB.-I stated that in my
opinion the Government had made up their minds
about the work, and had delayed it in order to infiuence the election.
lIr. HORNE.-Then I deny that opinion, &Dd
I think it a most improper thing for any hone
member to make a charge 80 calculated to damage
the Government, and of such a groundless nature.
The hone gentleman knows full well that we
have done our utmost until we have obtained
the rEl<J.uisite JX1rmission from the House. I
always mtended to make application as soon &I
we had got the borings and other materials,
and to asK for pE'rmission to introduce a Bill for
this deviation. The whole opposition agajnst the
Government appears to me to have been based
upon questions of private and personal prejudice.
(CC Oh, oh !")
Mr. SNODGRASB.-The hone member mud
be aware that no such feelings towarda him can
be entertained by me. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. HORNE.--I am speaking of the collective
vote of that side of the House. That has heeu
the great burden of the opposition to this Government. But I think those gentlemen have heeu
wrapped up in a mantle by the speech of my hone
friend Mr. Fraserl which mantle I shall n«>* at;.
tempt to undo. (CC Hear," and laughter.) The hon.
gentleman concluded his defence by alludinr to •
remark made about him some time ago by Mr.
Duftt in reference to certain estimates. in which
Mr. lIuffy in the course of a conversation had
stated that he (Mr. Home) was a. prot4gI of the
Chief Becretary.
After a few remarks from Mr. DUFFY Ut
reply
Mr. MtINTOBH addressed the House. He
considered none of the charges brought against
the Government were of sufficient importa.nce to
induce him to vote for the amendment except
the charge against the hone the Commi88ioner of
Traies and Customs. The evidence which had
been adduced in support of that charge
decided him to support the
vote of
want of confidence in the present Ministry.
He had come into the House unpled~, in~nding to vote as he thought best at ihe close
of the discullBion. Lame, however, as the charges
were that. had been brought fOJ'ward, and lamely
as they had been addu4led he shoulo vote for the
N
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amendment for the reason he had alleged. When
he came forward as a candidate he had been
opposed by the Constitutional Association, and
simply because he was in favour of free selection.
They had done everything that they could to
keep him out, spreading reports that he was
simply going in to support the Catholics, whereas
he went in to support no creed or party. He
was very glad that the deba.te had extended over
the time it had done, as it had ~ven the opportunity of the fullest discussion takmgplace relativeto
the Land question. There was but one pledge that
he had given to his constituents on t aking office, and
that was, that he would sit on the opposite side
of the House to the squatters (hear, hear) and
that was the reason why he took his seat on the
Ministerial side, for there were decidedly more
squatters amongst the Opposition than amongst
the others. The Constitutional Associq,tion had
done the squatters a great injury by the course
thE'Y had pursued, for their proceedings had
caused the influx of a number of Convention
men, who, he would venture to say, would be
found more inimical to the interests of the squatters than moderate men, like himself, would
have been. The hon. member concluded by
stating his intention to oppose any Government
that would not bring forward a liberal Lnnd Bill
-a Bill that would mclude free selection te all
bon!! fide cultivators.
Mr. HADLEY rose to support the original
resolution a.nd to oppose the amendment. If
there were no other reason than the conduct of
Ministers during the present debate, he would
have supported them, for he could not but
9dmire the noble maLner in which they had
defended themselves against the flimsy charges
that had been brought against them. He thought
that what had been reported of the SolicitorGeneral's speech at Maryborou~h, respecting the
Constitutional Association's hidmg its diminished
head, had already come to pass, for, at the close
of the Chief Secretary's masterly and explanatory speech on Tuesday evening he could see
the Opposition were evidently ashamed of themselves. As to the Ministry that would succeed
the present one, he could tell them that
unless they brought forward a liberal Land
measure, one that would embrace both free
selection and free J»ISlurage, he would use
every constitutional means in his power to
turn them out, and have them supplanted
by men who would brin~ forward such measures.
He believed the auctIon system-the system
under which the public lands had heen alienated
-was the cause of the non-success of agriculture
in this colony. The enormous price that farmers
had to pay to land-jobbers for their land placed
a millst.one round their necks which prevented
their getting on. So long as this system continued in fOl'ce, so long would the same results
occur. He had heard of the old proverb of rats
learing & sinkin¥ ship, but he did not think this
was a case in pomt, for he thought that, instead
.of .the Miniatry breaking, it was only bending to a
very strong breeze; but ne believed that it would
recover from it, and, supported by all who were
in favour of a liberal land measure, the Convention party in particular.l. it would be strO:DgeZ" than
ever. J".No, no.") The hon. member haring
referr to the railway deviation, which, he said,
rne,t . with his warmest support., proceeded to
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revert to the conduct of the Constitutional Association. He stated that he knew for a fact that
members of the Constitutional Association had
circulated papers of the basest description B§ainst
members of the Ministry. (H Name, name. ) He
would not name, but he would say that these
papers had been sent about under the pretence of supporting Protestantism.
Mr. NICHOLSON would contradict such a
statement. The Constitutional Association had
never promUlgated such documents.
Mr. WILKIE could corroborate the statement
made by the hon. member for Kyneton.
Mr. NICHOLSON would assure hon. members
that. whatever truth there might be in these
assertions, he knew nothing about these papers
alluded to.
Mr. HADLEY could only repeat his state·
ment. He had been handed fjhese papers himself.
Mr. M'LELLAN was deRiroul!I of telling the
outgoing Ministry the reasons that induced hIm
to vote for the amendment, and also of telling
the inceming one the conditions on which he
would support them. It was not on account of
such charges as the Regan affair that he should
vote against the Ministry, but on account of the
railway contracts. As for the hon. gentleman
who had brought forward the amendment, he
could tell him that unless he brought forward a
Land Bill of the most liberal kind he would, on
his meeting Parliament, be met with a resolution
that would soon put an end to his Ministry. The
Land question was the question to be decided.
Free selection and deferred payments were what
he required, and what must be~ome law. If the
member for Sandridge was not prepared "0 support these measures, he would have none of him.
He must also bring forward a measure that would
give more self-government to the gold-fields.
(Hear, hear.) He would support no Government
that would centralise power, but such must be
distributed to the different localities. The hon.
member having proceeded to refer to the abolition of the gold export duty and other proposed
measures, resumed his seat.
Mr. CARPENTER did not wish to detain the
House, but was anxious to say a few words.
He intended to vote for the amendment, although not on account of tile charges brought
forward by the Opposition, which he thought
had been fully met by the Government. After
the full and lucid explana.tion of the Chief
Secretary, all must acknowledge that he deserved
the confidence of the country. As regarded the
SoliCItor-General, he thought his address far
more satisfactory than that of the hon. and
learned member for St. Kilda, who, with Moll his
talents, had never turned them to any useful
account. The hon. member proceeded to condemn the tactics that had been followed by certain parties during the late elections, in raising
up a religious cry. The Chief Secretary was a
gentleman who had rendered signal service to
the country.. and one who ought to be supp.orted
by the puolic, for he had sprung from the
peojlle.
(During the hon. member's address the intona.tion with which he delivered it appeared to
cause considerable amusement in the gallery,
upon which)
Mr. O'SIlANASSY rose. and said.-The ge n-

OCT.

21 J 1859.]

SJ:WOND PAltJ.lAMENT.

tlemen who are privileged to report in the gallery should understand that in bemg permitted to
do 80 they have no right to interrupt any hon.
member whose address er manner may not
exactly please them. We have, doubtless, reason
to be thankful for such an institution as the
Press, and it is but seldom that we have reason
to complain of it. I am sure that it is only neeessary to point this matter out for it to cease.
Mr. CARPENTER resumed. and in doing so
observed that he had spoken with all sinoenty,
and, with every respect for the Press, could only
regret if it chose to ridicule him. The hon.
member then continued his observations upon
the topics under discussion. A great dpal had
been said about the importance of a Land Bill, but
he believed a good Gold-fields Land Bill would be
of far more importance to the colony. However
much they might get the land under cultivation,
it would for a long time to come cost more for
them to raise their own food than to import it.
The hon. member then proceeded to comment at
eonsiderable length upon the nature of the mining
leases, and then alluded to other subjects,
the various appointments made by the Government upon the gold-fields in particular, mentioning Mr. Warden Mollison, Mr. Pyke and Mr.
Anderson, all of which appointments 1ne thought
were most happy ones. With reference to the
magisterial appointments. he would only speak of
those which had taken place in his own district,
and these he thought had been most fit and
proper ones. The hon. member concluded his
speech by paying a high tribute to the speech
made by the hon. and learned member for the
Ovens (Mr. Wood) on the previous evening, and
observed that after hearing it he felt proud of
being a member for the gold-fields.
Mr. BROOKE. -Sir, I think that all sides of
the House will concur with me, that it is tlme that
*his debate should come to an end. In spite of
the v&.rious calls from all sides of the House
the hon. member fer the Avoca has delayedl
addressing the House until I should have done
BO.
Sir, it was not my intention to have addressed the House at all, unless that hon. member had made animadversions upon me which
eaUed for a reply. I ;lave been waiting most
anxiously for four days, and have been
silent, thinking that it Watl not incumbent
upon me, who so often in the old House
.xpressed a singular opinion, to say that I do not
thmk the present Ministry worthy the sUPJ?Ort
of the country. I believe that I have plamly
expre&8ed my opinion on several occasions, and
tbe present Pacliament has justified the opinions
I always expressed as to what the nature of the
first Refonn Parliament would be. Sir, repeated
challenges have been made by hon. members on
the Ministerial side of the House to bring forward
Borne specific charges. They 8&y-" Do not deal
with any vague matters; give UB something tangible." Sir, I will not deal with those subjects which
have been BO often ventilated, but will content
myself with referring to one matter, which I
must say very much astonished me. Sir, on
Ilitting down on this bench this evening, listening
to a statement made by the hon. member for
East Melbourne, it fell to my lot to see the hon.
the Chief Secretary produce documents which I
have no doubt were improperly in his possession.
I allude to the telegrams. I am told that some
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hon. gentleman mentioned the circumstance~ and
the hon. member said that he was l'ustified in
using these doouments. Sir, I wil join issue
with that hon. gentleman, and I say that he had
(Hear.) I will
no power to use them.
not speak without authority, but will
refer ilie House to the 10th clause of the Telegraph Act, which refers to the inviolable 8ecresy
to be observed in telegraph departments. The
clause is as follows:~. X. Ar.y officer, clcrk. operator, or other
person employed in the working of any such line
as aforesald, divulging the contents of any private or secret message, despatch, or commumcation transmitted or conveyed, or to be transmitted
or conveyed by any such line, shall, on conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding lOOl., or be
imprisoned with ha.rd-Iabour for any period not
exceeding six months, at the discretion of the
justices adjudicating. Provided that nothing
herein contained shall prevent the person duly
authorised in that behalf from givin~ cO.fies of
any message, despatch, or communicatlOn.
(" Hear," from Mr. O·Shanassy.) Sir I hear
the hon. member say " Hear, hear" to the latter
part of the clause, but I think he will derive
small comfort from it, for what does it provide?
It takes security that no officer shall divulge any
matter of which he may be the recipient, except
he shall be subjected to a fine or other punishment, at the discretion of the magistrate. After
having locked up this department, the clause
gives power" Provided that nothing herein contained shall
prevent thE' persoft duly authorised in that behalf from giving copies of any message, despatch,
or communication.'
It appears to mE' most extraordinary, indeed, that
the hon. the Chief Secretary should have presumed
upon this clause so far as to attempt to justify
hls conduct in getting copies of the various
messages which he read to the House this night.
The end of a clause must be ~ided by the beginning of it. The hon. the Chlef Secretary evidently exercised some duress over the subordinates
of the department, and obtained possession of
documents to which he had no right-not any
more than I have. A ca.se,Sir,occurred Bome time
ago in the Supreme Court (hear, hear), when this
question of secres1 was brought under review. It
was on that occaslon ruled that, for the purpose
of forwarding the ends ofJ'ustice,an officer might
be taken into court to ivulge the secrets of a
telegram. But, Sir, the present is a case of an
entirely different character,-as the hon. member, not with any view of serving the public, but
for the purpose of satisfying his own curioRity,
took the steps he did. Sir, the hon. member
cannot venture to come forward upon any
grounds of public policy and say that he bad
a right to compel any officer to break the law.
Sir, I can say that it was not until after an outcry was raised about the unfortunate case of the
Admella that the hon. member broke the
law; therefore the hon. gentleman cannot
!lay that any public policy actuated him. Let
me, Sir, call attention to a case analogouB to this
--a case which occurred in the year 1843 in
England, and one which excited great hostility
to the party concerned-I allude, Sir, to Sir
J ames Graham. What did he do? -he did not
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invade the law I buJ~ he did that which was within
'he law-yet the feeling in England against
him was such, that it was almost suffigreat talents
cient, in spite of his
and abilities, to drive him into obscurity~ I venture to say, Sir, that although in both Houses of
the Lemla.ture in England committees were apJ.!Ointed to inquire into the case, and although
those Committees, in their reports, exonerated
the gentleman in question, there was a strong
feelIng that he was not warranted in acting as he
did. It was a feeling which has always reigned in
England, that whatever was done should be done
aboveboard. The spy system never will reign in
England. (H No, I hope not.") Sir, the hon.
the Chief Secretary has imitated the conduct of Sir James Gra.bam, without the authority which that gentleman possessed. I
will not enlarge upon the subject at
this late period of the evening, and I will leave
the hon. the Chief Secretary to say . whether any
authority in this colony-whether His Excellency
himself has the power to go beyond the proviIIiona of an Act of Parliament, and be guilty of
an action of which the hon. member has proved
himself guilty. Sir, I should like to know what
the state of publio feeling will be, when it is
known what the hon. member has done. I cannot but think that the feeling in the breasts of
all will be, when they come into possessIOn of the
facts through the Press-· unless, indeed, we are
~tly degenerated here-the same as that mawested in England.
There is nothing to
justify, in the smallest degree, the conduct
of the hon. the Chief Secretarr, although the
hon. gentlemen on the other sute of the House
will say that nothing has been proved. and I am
happy to be able, at this J?Cnod of the debate,
to put the House in possessIOn of these facts.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-Mr. Speaker -Sir, I
know that I have already transgressed upon the
time of the House in attempting, at various
timeA, to defend myself from the cbarges
which have been levelled agaiv.st me, and the endeavours made to injure me by hon. members on
the opposite side of the House ; but I will ask
the indulgence of the House for only a few
minutes, for tbe purpose of answering this last
charge which has been made against me by the
hon. member for West Geelong. At the close of
the last seBBion that gentleman concluded in the
same prophetic strain as he adopted this evening.
Be 8&1d then that the great question would be
whether it would be Protestantism or Cathohcism.
(Cries of " Question," " Telegram.")
The SPEAKER said that he must inform the
hon. member that he was only entitled to the indulgence of the House to enable him to answer
the charge which had just been made agamst
him.
Mr. O'SBANASSY.-I was only about, Sir, to
make one remark. This prophecy. (U Quesiion,")
Mr. WOOD rose to order, as the bono member
had no distinct right to address the House. It
was only by indulgence that he did so, and that
was extended on only one condition-that he
should confine himself to the matter introduced
by the hon. member for West Geelong. If the
hon. member introduced any other ma.tter he
broke confidence.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I am not aware that I
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am confined to anyone ma.tter, but if the House
will grant me their indulgence I will Mt occupy
more than two minutes.
Mr. WOOD.-Sinoe the hon. member would
not confine himself to the question, he for one
would insist upon the strict rules of the House
being enforced.
The SPEAKER said that it would be competent to put the question that the hon. member
should be heard.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I will promise that I
will not take more than three minutes. I will
continue to refer to the "prophecy" until
the House prove that I am not to be heard.
Mr. WOO D said he would test the sense of the
House by movinlf tha.t the hon. member refer to
the subject mentIOned by the hon. member for
West Geelong, and no other.
The motion was put, and carried.
Mr.O'SHANASSY.-I am going to address
myself to the subject introduced by the hon.
member. It was of a prophetic character.
(Ories of " Question.")
Mr. BARTON rose to a point of order, and
asked the hon. the Speaker to put the qu~stion
again, as it had not been quite understood by
some hon. members.
The SPEAKER said that already more time
had been spent than if the explanation had been
made.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said.-I will let the matter
drop here, but I am not to be deterred. The
hon. member has asked me by what authority in
Jaw I poBBessed myself of these improper documents. As soon, Sir, as the cry was made &garnst
the Government of which I am the head, charging
me with being Jluilty of the grossest inhumanity,
I had not the slightest opportunity of defendillg
myself, because a Minister cannot go to
public meetings; and when I found that I
had not received one single communication
connected with the wreck of tbe Admella,
I felt that there was something very extraordinilry about it; and then, Sir, to save persons
who really were on that wreck, I took up the
Telegraph Act and submitted it to my hon. colleague the Attorney-General for his opinion
as to the legal interpretation-if it would
entitle me to ask the hon. the PostmasterGeneral to direct his subordin9tes to supply me
with copies of the telegrams. That was the
question. and the intery,retation was, that I
was entitled to do so. (' Yo.") That being so,
I was supplied with these telegrams. I never
sought any private telegrams, and I should
despise such a proceeding. Did I make use of
anyone of these telegrams when I was upon my
trial? I did not, Sir. (" No.") But my truth
was challenged to-day, and when so challenged,
I rose in the House and said that I knew
the sta.tement I had mll.de was correct,
and I stated distinctly that .1 had telegrams
which would prove it. I felt, Sir, most reluctant to make use of them. (" No.") I
appeal to the candour and justice of this House
if that is not the way in which those telegrams
were extorted from me. Sir, 1- aRk whether this
isa.n analogous ca.seto that of Sir James Graham,
who opened letters because he wanted to get at
the proceedings of Mamni-there is no connection between tbe two cases at all. This is the
conclusion of the whole business, that when I am
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not in a position to defend myself I am charged
with breaking the laws, although I took a. constitutional course. Sir, 1 have been frequently
attacked by the hon. member oppositeMr. M'CULLOCH denied having attacked the
hone member.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-The hone member endeavoured to fix the blame upon me, but I ask
this House whether this last charge has not been
made not from a desire to promote the interests of
the country, but rather from a desire to
resort to the usual method of attack.
Dr. HUNTER said he could not make up his
mind to give a silent vote. On first taking his
Beat he had anticipa.ted a struggle between political gia.nts, but if there had been a. struggle at
a.ll, it was between dwarfs. (Hear, hear.) This
schoolboy talk was not fit for men. Were he an
impartial spectator he should say that, had there
been a fight it had been fought, and that the triumph
and laurels lay with those on the Treasury
benches. They must not consider that an ad
captandum attack on the Government and a
knowledge of the materials of the House were to
lead their opinions, or guidethem in a vote which
more or less was to govern the destinies of the
country. During the displays of the last few
nights he had not found the Opposition benches
in the possession of much talent, and
if
any had been shown
the
cross
benches were the exhibitors of it.
He
was not a member of the Convention, nor was
he pinned to any set of views, but still he held
that opinion of the abilitr of the cross benches,
and would tell the OpposItion that they were only
a chrysalis, and if they did not soon attain a
higher develepment they would not display the
pluck or die the slow death of the present Ministry when their own turn came to retire into the
tomb of all the Capulets. It was his opinion
that if the Ministry had come to the House with
an Address of greater liberality, they still might
have had a chance of retaining their seats on the
Treasury benches. The measures enumerated in
the Address had doubtless some good in them,
but they were far from suited to the growing requirements of the country. The hone member then referred to the Governor's Speech,
more particularly dwelling on t.hat part relating to the Land question, taking occasion to
express an adherence to the general principles of
the Convention in thll.t regard. The various
other subjects alluded to in the viceregal speech
were next touched upon, and the hon. member
proceeded to describe the subjects which, had it
embraced them, would have made it more acceptable. After the Land question, he thought
that of Education should have followed,
and next that of Protection to Labour,
cries of (H No no"), on which subject he
should, at some future cay, enunciate his views.
Other subjects, including that of short hours of
labour and the abolition of State-aid, should
have succeeded, together with something like a
promise of support to Trades' Halls and Mechanics' Institutes, and an exploration of the
country. He concluded by expressing an opinion
that the forthcoming Government would have
to shortly announce a liberal programme, if they
were to carry on the business of the country with
a workil!g majority.
Dr. EV ANS rose and said.-Sir,as this debate
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has been protracted night after night, I should
be taking a great liberty with this House if 1 were
to occupy more than a few minutes in offering
the views I entertain on the question now before
the House. Sir I may be permitted to express
the pride 1 feef, notwithstanding all,that has
occurred since we met the Parliament last session-and notwithstanding all the attacks which
have been made against the Government of
which 1 am a member-I may be permitted to
say, Sir, that 1 feel proud, and, at the same time,
a calm and tranquil satisfaction in meeting this
Parliament at the opening of a new Session and
the beginnin~ of a new era in the hIstory of the
colony of VlCtoria. Sir, the founds of satisfaction which I feel, and which now venture to
express, are these :-1 see, Sir, before me for the
first time what 1 will venture to call a fair, free,
and full representation, as nearly as possible, of the people of the colony of Victoria. Sir, I am not to be prevented from
feelin~ and expressing these sentiments by
anythmg 1 may have to answer personally,
or by anything impending over either my col
leagues or myself. 1 look upon the events of
the present day as mcidental to the constitution of
that state ot thiugs, and I am not, Sir, to be
prevented by the knowlecge of what has been
said, from saying that 1 have observed, with some
feeling of pride, that we have now brought together a complete representation of the various
interests, feelings, principles, the opinions,
and it may be, Sir, some of the delusions and errors, of the people of this colony.
This, Sir, was the object proposed when
contendmg for a reform of the Parliament .that we should hove a simple, that we should
have a true, that we should have a faithful
reflex of the men, the classes, the interests, and
the feelings of the inhabita.nts of this country.
(Hear, hear.) Sir, 1 feel, in common with my
colleagues, that in the reform of the constitution
of this Parliament, which we have contended for
we have established popular and democratic
principles in this branch of the L~a
ture. Sir, 1 feel proud that we have
succeeded in this, and that we have attained the consummation of our labours.
1 feel, Sir, something like those parents who
perish at the moment of the introducing into the
world their offspring. (Laughter.) I feel, Sir.".
that the first act of this Parliament, whlCh .Ii
venture to say, SIr, we have been mainly instru.-mental in calling into being, is to be the destruction of its own parents. (Renewed laughter.)
Sir, 1 will willingly offer myself as a sacrifice,.
and 1 rejoice at the act in which 1 have participated at this the moment of my ejection from
office. Sir, even at the price that is b&
paid, I rejoice in having assisted in bringmg into this House so perfect a representation of the people as that 1 now see before me.
Sir, I rejoice at the arrival of thlS moment, when
1 shall have an opportunity of saying a few
words on this subject, and likewise in saying a.
few words in defence of myself as one of the
Ministry, and likewise of the colleagues by whom
1 am surrounded. Sir, from the beginning of
this debate, I have looked anxiously for some
substantial and solid gr.ounds on which the grave
accusations made against the Ministry might rest,
but notwithstandiDg a.ll that has been said,
4
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I affirm tha.t nothing has been proved against
the Administration which can justify the representatives of the people of this colony in this
act, which I understand they are about to perform-to eject us from power and put in our
place those men who have for a considerable
period carried out a systematic obstruction of the
business of this country, to replace us who have
been struggling months-I may say years to
bring about the inception of this new state of
things. Sir, it was I who in the Haines Ministry,
ventured to place resolutions before this House
which led to t.hese measures of radical reform.
Sir, I now appear before this very Parliament,
which I venture to say would not have had an
existence had it not been for the labours of
myself, in conjunction with my colleagues. ("Oh,
oh.") Sir, I ask what have I done as a member
of this Assembly, as a member of this Administration, which has existed for the last 19
months that I ~should be summarily ejected
from the administration of the affairs of this
country. Sir, it has been permitted to each member of the Government to speak as to his responsibility to the truth of those charges in common
with his colleagues, and I shall now venture to
defend my conduct. A great deal has been said,
Sir, about the patronage. It has been sa.id that
we have used this patronage for nefarious purposes. I stand here, Sir, as a representative of the peoplel and I call upon this
House to say, SIr, what I have done
that I should be marked in this manner,
and ignominiously expelled from my office. Can
it be shown that I have appointed a single individual to any office in my department On any
other ground than that of his qualification. Sir,
when I went into the office of PostmasterGeneral, I found that a very different system
had prevailed. (Hear, hear.) I will not allude
to the nameR of individuals, because I have
formed many agreeable friendships with the gentlemen of that department. I shall not, therefore,
go back to the period when these gentlemen
were oppointed, but I have seen enough to induce
me to lay down this rule, that no person in any
department over which I have the control shall
be a.ppointed to any other position than at the
bottom of the ladder. and that he shall only
rise at the recommendation of the permanent
head of the department. (U Hear hear.") Is
this, Sir, the nefarious use of the patronage
with which I have been charged. Soon after I
went into the Post OfEce, the Inspectorship
of the country post offices fell vacant, and had
I been disposed to confer that appointment on
certain members of this House-disinterested
patriots-they would, no doubt, have been induced to speak very differently from what they
have done of this administration. I was inclined to save the ex;pense of this Inspectorship
to tbe country. 'l'bere had been two inspectors-the one at a salary of 1,OOOl.
a-year, and the other at 9OOl. It was
the senior Inspector who had died, and I
called for the junior Inspector and told him that
I thought the senior inspectorship was fairly his
due, and I said I would give him an additIOn of
£100 per annum, if he would undertake the duties of both. He did so, and I abolished the
other Inspectorship altogether, although I had it
in my power to give this appointment to my bro-
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ther, my nephew, my cOusin, or one of those disinterested patriots, or Members of this Assembly.
I will not weary the House by the recital of the
numerous instances in which I followed this
courile, I will simply state that I have observed
the same rule throughout all the departments
under my controul. I have maintained the
same principle in the Telegraphic depa.rtment,
and have
only
made appointments through the recommendation of Mr.
M'Gowan. I may sa.y that I have not recommended more than two or thl'ee persons myself.
I have done the same in the Public Lands-office;
and have abolished the office of secreta~ to the
department, having induced Mr. Hodgkmson to
undertake the duties of that office in addition to
his own. (Cries of "Hear, hear.") Having
established this practice in my own department, and acted upon it invariably, when I
found there was an universal outcry pouring
through this colony, echoed through the walls of
this Parliament, and re-echoed at the meetings
of the Constitutional Association, denouncing
myself and my colleagues as men of no principles
and no honour, and demonstratmg as a fact that
we had abused our patronage for the furtherance
of political principles. With regard to the conduct pursued in the department itself, I
leave the public and the country at large
to judge of the truth of the charge.
When I leave the Post-office department, I shall
at any rate have the proud satisfaction of sayin~J
and I leave the community to say whether it IS
not so, that I leave it in a better and more
efficient state than it was when Ifound it. (Hear,
hear.) I have established 130 branch post-offi<!es
throughout the country districts (hear) by means
of the branch lineR of railway communication. I
have established a system of money orders in the
principal towns in the interior (hear, hear), and
I have been ena.bled to say to the Treasurer of thil'l
country, I have saved a sum of 8,900l. out of the
sums placed on the Estimates for my derartment.
(Hear, hear.) Well, Sir, it is a pitifu thing to
allude to one's own conduct, but on such an occasion as the present, what would at other times
appear an unpardonable liberty, may be excused
by an indulgent auditory. (Hear, hear.) I have
been anxious to know what are the crimes and
omissions which I have been charged with in my
department. I believe there is one hon. gentleman in this House, the hon. member for Emerald
Hill, who has stated that I have been guilty of
some grievous indiscretions towards my constituents. I believe he alluded to the projected bridge
acrol!8 the falls of the River Yarra.. It will bein tlie
recollection of this House that a sum of £5,000
had been placed on the Estimates for the purpose
of building 110 bridge over the Falls of the river
Yarra.. It was placed on the Estimates with the
understanding that it was to be a wooden
bridge, built accordinh to Mr. Bates' pattern.
On a further consideration of the subject, difficulties presented themselves to the Board of
Roads and Bridges, and they found it impossible
to carry out the intentions of Parliament on that
point without a large addition being made to the
grant. We had received reports anc estimates
from our own engine('r, the result of which
was, a decision that unless Parliament would
increase the grant to 22,OOOl., it was impossible
that a bridge of sufficient durability could be
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erected at that place. Now, what I complain of
is, that having no autholity to expend more
than 5,OOOl., I should have been found
fault with
for not venturing to
take
upon myself the
responsibility of laying
the foundation of the bridge, which according
to the estimates could not be completed under
22,OOOl., and in all probability would cost 3O,OOOl.
I felt justified in paying t.his deference to the
will of Parliament (hear, hear), when they had
I
refused to Jrant the required sum.
shall be re y to produce the official reports of the Engineer of Roads and
Bridges (Mr. Hodgkinsonl, and of Mr. Steavenson, and one or two other scientific men with
whom I have associated myself, in order to gain
information on the subject. I find that, in consequence of this delay, occasioned solely
by my deference to the Wlll of Parliament (hear, hear), because I would not
enter upon an expense for which I had no
authority, I have lost the confidence of the hon.
member for Emerald Hill-that I have lost his
vote upon thiS occasion. (Laughter.) I tell
that hon. member, and I tell the representatives of all the municipalities in the
colony, that I would rather lose their confidence
to-night and for all time to come, than violate
my conscience or the resfect which is due to this
Parliament. (Cheers.)
shall take the liberty of
readinlf a short offiClal letter from Mr.
HodgkmflOn, the Engineer of Roads and
Bridges, which will explain the present state
of
the
question.
(Cries of "date.")
It was put into my hands this morning by one of
the heads of the department. My enquiry is
da.ted 19th July last. (Here Dr. Evans read the
letter confirming the statement he had
already made and
proceeded.) I
considered that unless the whole sum were
appropriated that no proper design could be
carried out; and, m my opinion, the work should
not be proceeded with. I understood the President of Roads and BrIdges to take this
should take the
view, and that we
opinion of Parliament before requiring their
time allowed, I
vote.
As soon
as
visited the place myself, and I found
the bridge would terminate on the southern side
within 50 yards of the Hobson's Bay Railway,
and would stvp on the level crossmg, where
it would either continually interrupt the
traffic on that line, or cause continual
danger to the limbs and lives of Her
Majesty's subjects.
I viewed the matter
practically, and considered it absurd to build
a
bridge where the traffic would
be
immense, and to carry it on a level crossing on a line of railway. However necessary
the bridge milfht be it was necessary for Parliament to conSider the propriety of raising it such
a height as would carry it 1-y arches, over the
Hobson's Bay Railway. f n no other manner
would it. be consistent with the public safet, that
such a brid,e should be erected. This IS the
state of the case.
In justice to myself
I must add this remark, and I am sure
the hon. member for Emerald Hill will take my
statement} that it was not till yesterday, in the
middle ot the day-at 2 o'clock-that I was informed by Mr. Steavenson, the Commissioner, or
anyone else. that an application had been
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made by the municipality of Emerald Hill for an
interview with me on the subject. (Hear. hear.)
I say this in order to clear myself from the imputation that I have shown any intentional disrespect towards
any
public
body.
I
shall not go further into the particulars
of this question.
I will venture to say
that the bulk of the accusations against.
the Government have been completely disp<>sed of to the entire satisfaction of this
House. (" Hear, hear," and" Oh, oh.") I find
a deeper impression has been made by the circumstances alleged to have been connected with the Commissioner of Trade
and Customs in respect to the establishment
of an insurance company. This is a matter I
have alluded to on various occasions durin~ my
canvassing of the Richmond and Avoca distncts ;
and I am sorry that the hon. member for
St. Kilda is not in his place to-night.
that I
might refer to some observations made by him, ana subsequently
by the hon. member for Richmond. It was
stated in a paragraph published in The Argus
that at a meeting held in the Punt-road, I ignored the proceedings of my colleagues. and
that in my defence I had separated myself
from them, (Hear. hear.) Sir, it so happens
that two gentlemen~two most influential gentlemen-in Richmond, called upon me this very
day, voluntarily offering to become witnesses as
to the accuracy of my statement. Both of thema.re
now within the walls of this house. (Hear.. hear.)
One of them went himself directly to tne hon.
member for St. Kilda, and opening out The Ar!JU8
and pointing to the paragraph said -" I had made
no statement of the lIort, and that it was a fahad furbrication
of
a person who
nished it to the paper. I proceeded myself to
The Argus office, and received from them a
statement that it was not furnished by their reporter, but by some person connected with one
of the candidates."
Mr. FRANCIS begged to say that he never
engaged a reporter at any of his own meetings.
and certainly should not have done so for Dr.
Evans.
Dr. EVANS.-Sir. I never charged the hon.
member with cognizance of the fact. I stated
that this was done by persons connected
with the Committee, and I will say. that.
I should be exceedmgly sorry to charge any hon.
member with instigating such acts of partizanship. I mention this to show that matters are
often done in this way in the newspapers and to
show common sense, and even common decency.
sunk, until we are almost
may
be
brought to think that there must be some
truth in the mental and moral caricatures which are daily presented to us.
A great deal has been said about my conduct on
a former occasion during my election for Richmond. Sir, on this ocrasion I feel that it would be
grossly indelicate to attempt to influence the
opinion of hon. members, and of those who hold
opinions different in the extreme, by giving an
interpretation to what I said more favourable to
their views. I have been a member of the Administration, I have agreed with my colleagues on
a Land Bill, a.nd while I rema.in a member of that.
Administration I am bound in honour to support
the principles of the details of that Bill. to which I
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have honestly and conscientiously agreed. It was
agreed with us all, that in laying tha.t Bill before
the House we did not pretend to submit a complete, final, and unalterable measure, but one
suited to the present exigencies of the country.
I contend tha.t that which has been said is its
fault is that which I consider its chief excellency,
which if fully laid down will do all for the complete development of the resources of the country. I agreeu with that Bill as containing a measure susceptible of an interpretation favourable
to the squatters and equally favourable to the
Convention. It was a Billt therefore, which contained the basis of a law Which the House could
have modified to a form equal to the exigencies
of the country. It is not for the first time that we
have come in contact with such questions as these.
I dare say, on behalf of myself and colleague
who is not a. member of this House, that we have
not come here to learn the circumstances of a new
country, or the advantages of free selection, as it
is more than 20 years since we took part in forming the land systems of neighbounng colonies.
the first principle of which isfree selection before
survey. If we have confined ourselves to something short of that, it was because we considered
the circumstances of this new country made it too
bold an experiment. (Loud cri~s of" Hear, hear.")
Sir, I beheve that in legislation and m every
branchofstatesmanship-havingproposed to carry
an ulterior object-we should give our attention,
not to what we would do, but to what we can do so
ail to satisfy the experienced judgment and
sound common sense of mankind-that we
should do all things gradually, proceeding
smoothly, so that no great in~erest in the community should feel a shock. On that principle
I am prepared to act; I shall never rest satisfied
till every man in this colony has the power to
aettle on the lands, only demanding sufficient security that that land does not fall into the hands
of mere speculators and land-sharks. Let me
:see the men on the land, cultivatin~
its soil, and I care not if they got
it without money and without price. That,
Bir, is my prinCIple, and I hope to see this
principle confirmed by this House. I have
travelled over 500 miles of this country. I have
journeyed from Melbourne to Geelong, to Ballarat Creswick, Clunes, and almost (a laugh) to
the River Murray. I ~ave looked with amazement OD the thousands and millions of acres of
fertile land unoccHllied except by sheep and
cattle, and of these I only saw a few flocks of
!lheep dUriDg my journey, and those were on their
journey from New South Wales to Avoca. It is
monstrous to see such vast s~ces of land oooupiedI or pretended to be OCCUPIed, not bl farmers,
not by producers, but by men runnmg cattle
merely to keep a supply of cattle for
the neighbouring diggings, which might
with ease be
made
to
occupy
only
one-tenth part of it. I am not advocating
the instant and immediate withdrnwal of the
squatting leases. I cannot imagine the industrious intelligent people of this colony under any
such circumstances as all at once to mtroduce
any system which would involve the destructIOn
of so much capital; but the time is coming in
this country, as it will come in every country
under heaven, whenthepaatoral state must give
way to the agricultural, aB the savage state_ to
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the pastoral.
By statistics we learn that not
more than 220,000 acres of this country are under
cultivation, when we ought to have at
least one million. Why, it is only onefourth of the entire quantity of la.nd
that ought to be under cultivation to save us
from a disgraceful reliance on other countries for
our means of subsistence. I trust that when the
violence of faction shall have spent itself -when
those gentlemen ambitious of office shall have
attained their object-the people of this country will be also gratified in their turn by seeing
the introduction of some large mea.sure of improvement which is no doubt cesired by these
ardent reformers, but which I doubt much they
will be able to carry into effect instantaneously.
But, Sir, I have always found that where a man
is walking in the right path--going in the right
direction that every step he takes brings him
nearer to the goal; but that is very diffel'ent to
men who walk in a tortuous course, which only
takes them further from the object they wished
to attain. .I say that myself and colleagues are
upon the right path- endeavouring to attain
the great objects of reform. The meeting I
alluded to at Richmond, between myself and the
Convention, arose upon a point left open in the
brief programme issued by the present Administration; and, Sir, there was nothing on which I
took more pains to point out my own views
namely, a previous survey of the land, and
the estabhshment of agricultural municipalities or councils.
It was my opinion,
Sir, that the whole land of this colony should be
as rapidly as possible brought under survey by a
geodetic method, that these lands should be
thrown open to selection without auction, except
such lands as were particularly and specially
valuable, and which, I suppose, no reasona.ble
man would leave open to mere scramble. It WM
my wish that the whole lands should be subject
to geodetic survey, and that what we term agricultural areas should be open to free selection, so
that auction should be the exception, and free
selection the rule of the colony. I would also
have a law that, as soon as possible after a given
number of inhabitants settled on a district, they
should have the right to call upon the Governmt:nt to form them into district councils, and that, once formed, they should
exer<:'Ise every power which they could
possibly exercise awa.y from the central Government. (Hear.) We were extending the sa.me
i principles to the gold-fields, leaving it to those
who are the best judges of their own interests to
regulate their own affairs. I say that the large
body of the men engaged in mining, in consulting
their own interests consult those of the public.
It was our desire to establish the principle of selfgovernment on the gold-fields (hear), and to extend to these local bodies all that power which
could be extended to them by the central authorities. These were the views I always advocated,
and because I conceived tha.t the programme
framed the basis of such improvement, I consented to it as part of the project to be submitted
to this country, and I defy the people to say we
were ever so narrow-minded M to say that this
Bill would confine, in the four comers
of it
all that was necessa.ry to the
agricultural interest of this eountl1, but
that it would contain all the BOund pnnciples
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of legislation, and that from it we could go on

improving. Sir, at this late hour 1 shall not d~
tain the House, 1 hope, unnecessarily; but, Sir,
some indulgence is due to those men who during
a long period have felt themselves the objects of
unjust Calumny and misrepresentation, from day
to day, and from hour to hour, in every district
in the colony where a certain portion of the
Press could find readers. Much has been said,
Sir). concerning the Constitutional Association.
~} ;::Sir, in the course of my election, particularly
the last one in the Avoca district, had abundant
opportunity of learnin~ the machinations of that
society. I trust that 1t will be one of the fruits
of the leisure which Parliament proposes to give me
that I shall be able to study this subject more
closely, and to see how the"powers of Parliament
may bring condign punishment upon members
of what I believe to be an illegal association in
the eye of the la.w. No one knows more than
the hon. member for Beechworth that a combina.tion to do even a leP! ~hing by illegal means is a
conspiracy. I go ooyond that, Sir, and ask
whether it is a legal thing for a society formed
in Melbourne to use money influences to bear
upon the electioll in the country districts. If 1
know anyt~ of the Parliamentary law of England, I know tliis,-that if it can be brought home
to the parties, rendering evel'f one of them
liable to imprisonment. (Oh.) If 1 am not
mistaken, 1 have alluded already to two gentlemen within the walls of this House and I can
allude to a third, who was offer;! in Dunolly
2OOl. by the Constitutional Association to use his
influence in the election of a gentleman opposed
to the Government.
Mr. NICHOLSON.-I should be much obliged
for some proof, as I have already avowed myself
to be connected with the Constitutional Associa.tion.
Dr. EVANS.-I am quite prepared to prove it.
The gentleman was the hon. member Mr. Prendergast.
Mr. NICHOLSON.-By whom was it offered?
Dr. EV ANS.-Mr. Day, the Chairman of a
Committee.
Mr. NICHOLSON.-I do not know him.
(IC Oh.")
Dr. EVANS.-The hon. ~entleman is vel!
green. I should not have given the names. I
believe there are few hon. members of this House
who do not know that the same system is carried
on elsewhere. Sir, 1 have been told one instance
in which two curious things happened contemporaneously-that a gentleman had received 2OOl.
(for that appears to be the stock sum offered by
the AssOClation) to pay his expenses, and that
that gentleman just about the same time
publicly declared disinterested patriotismthat he was prepared to join in a vote of want
of confidence against the Ministry. (Hear, hear.)
Sir, I shall name the parties quite soon enough
(laughter), and if Sir, 1 were to do any thing so
irregular and so indiscreet as to bring gentlemenMr. J. C. KING rose to order, amidst cries of
U Chair."
Dr. EVANS, continued.-I believe 1 might
possibly produce a considerable effect upon the
division which will take :place this evening.
(U Do it.") Sir, I am not qUlte so inexperienced
as to comply with such wishes; but, Sir, I must

congratulate the hon. Ill-ember, the leader of the
democracy of this country, upon the means ~
which his success has been gained, and upon the
agents which have assisted him.
Mr. NICHOLSON here rose to order, amidst
cries of H Chair."
The SPEAKER said the hone member had a
right to rise to a point of order.
Mr. NICHOLSON.-The hon. gentleman has
applied to me the remark that 1 used improper
means. 1 have never used such means, nor do 1
think.
The SPEAKER.-The hon. member did not
apply to anr j>articular person.
Dr. EVANS. -I must state this, that the result of these secret a.ssociations is, that a man of
honour, like the hon. member opposite, becomes
implicated 10 transactions that may become dangerous to his reputation. Sir I shall say but few
words in conclusion.. because i am quite sure that
this House is tiroo of a deba.te which seems almost interminable. I trust that it will 'not be
considered that 1 have exhausted the subject, or
that 1 have dwelt upon one-tenth of the topics
which 1 might do. I have been reminded tha.t I
have paid no attention to the subject which
seems
to
have made so much impression upon
some
hone
members,namely, the conduct of the hon. the
Commissioner of Trade and Customs with reference to the contract with Messrs. Cornish and
Bruce. What I have to say here is what 1 have
said on the hustings, that I am ready to answer
for my own conduct as an individual, and 8S the
head of a. department, and ready to answer for
my colleagues in a. corporate capacity: but I am
not ready to answer for any of my colleagues
except in a joint sense-as a Cabinet. What,
Sir, have 1 to do with the private transactions ot"
Mr. Miller, or any other gentleman, because he
happens to be a capitalist or a banker? If I
found~. upon sufficient evidence, that anyone of
my COlleagues was mixed up with any Government contractor, 1 am prepared, as 1 have sa.i4
before, that either he or I must cease to be a
I have
member of the Administration.
put the question to Mr. Miller, and he
has denied the allegation. (" Oh, oh !"). I
protest that wlaile we have these things
only upon the allegations of the opposite ~,
or upon the vague rumours which are circUla~
through town, 1 for one am not prepared to
condemn the conduct of a colleague whose conduct, so far as 1 am acquainted with it, has &I.
ways been strictly honourable and' irreproachable. The fact is that 80 far as concerns my
colleagues placing themselves on the list of directors, I consider that it is merely nominal, as they
have never had time to attend to such meetings,.
and that the first intimation they had was tliat
'they obtained through the public journals.
1 believe, Sir, that thiS and the statements made
about the wreck of the Admellaand the commutation of the sentence of Regan have had a considerable effect in influencing the elections, particularly in some of the metropolitan districts. I
have not much to complain of myself, having,
according to" the declaration of the ReturningOfficer at Bichmonl, "lost my election by five
votes, and there is existing a controversy as to
53 votes, tendered on m1 behalf, but refused. I cannot complam either of my
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luccess at the AVOM, whM'e I had the satisfaction of beating my opPonent by more than
600 votes, while I was placed 200 in advance of
one of the best representati\'es that ever sat in
this House. (Hear, hear.) 1 am quite willing to
leave the case on its own merits. There is a great
change taking place in the public mind, and
which I believe will in six weeks or
two months be openly manifested, and
I trust the hon. gentleman
who
has
'brought forward this amendment will act
like & prudent man, and will take in the sail before the storm arrives. The eyes of the public
are becoming opened and peoJlle begin to find
that they have been deluded-I had almost said
gulled· -by the secret combinations of this society. I trust that those gentlemen who have
taken upon themselves to support this
amendment are willing to accept the responsibility which rests upon them at
this moment. I warn those gentlemen who,
while seeking that which is impracticable, are
losing that which is practicable of the responsibility they are incurnn~. I trust that they are
aware of the responsibility they are incurring by
the dislocation of our political system. I would
remind those gentlemen of what is due to the
~Istem of universal suffrage and vote by ballot.
What the motlter-country perhaps at this moment
plunged in war has a right to expect from us.
For my own part, sir, I shall gladly fall back into
my former position, satisfied with being released
from the load of responsibility and of calumny
with which we have been oppressed, nay, almost
overwhelmed, during the last 12 months. We
shall retire, sir, into private life, but
we shall watch narrowly the policy and
conduct of those gentlemen who are to
succeed us. We shall make no compromises with
tht:m, they have shown no magnanimity to us,
and it will be our duty to the public that we
show no weak indulgence to them.
Mr. R. S. ANDERSON rose to explain with
reference to the bridge over the Yarra. When
the sum of 5,OOOl. was voted towards its erection,
it was distinctly understood that it was only an
instalment· of the total amount required for the
work, which had been estimated by the Inspector
of Roads and Bridges at 22,OOOl. The sum of
5,OOOl. was all that could be spared from that
year's Estimates, but it was consIdered sufficient
to commence the bridge with, the remaining sum
to be obtained in successive years. The hon.
member for the Avoca had taken upon himself
to sit as a court of review on the action of the
L~slature by not carrying' out its vote. (" No,
no, from the President of Land and Works.)
Mr. HENTY stated that he was prepared to
!'efute a statement made by the hon. the Chief
Secretary. The hon. member must be aware
that he was not in Melbourne at the time when
these telegrams arrived.
. Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that he had not the
honour of knowing the Christian names of all the
Henty's, and he did not know which of them he
was alluding to.
Mr. HENTY resumed.-The statement made
by the Chief Secretary, if it had been allowed to
11:0 forth to the world uncontradicted, would have
damnified the Hentys for ever. It had been
stated that they had refused to send the Lady
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Bird until they: were guaranteed the extra
insurance. (H No no.")
Mr. O'SHANASSY•...;.I never made any statement of the kind.
The SPEAKER begred to state that he had a
distinct recollection th&f nothing of the kind had
been said. It had been stated that the vessel
was not sent in the first instance, but no reason
was alleged.
Mr. HENTY continued.-Stating that the
steamer had never heen refused to be sent, the
hon. gentleman, in support of his statement, read
a copy of the instructions given to Captain Greig~
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, as follows:"During a conversation with Captain Greig,
on the subject of the unfortunate wreck of the
Admella, only a few minutes before he started on
Tuesday, I gave him full authority to proceed on
to the scene of the wreck, if upon his arrival at
Portland he found that there was the slightest
chance of his being in time to render any assistance ; but, in the event of his going on, he was to
telegraph his decision to me, so t.hat the extra
risk might be covered by insurance in Melbourne.
On the following morning, it was decided to telegraph for Captain Greig to proceed at once direct
to the wreck, from whichever port he might then
be in. This message unfortunately reached him
at Belfast. Had he gone on to Portland first, in
all probability he would have made such arrangements as would have enabled him to succeed in
rescuing the survivors on the first attempt.
H S. G. HENTY.
H The Niger arrived on the 10th."
Mr. HENTY than proceeded to state what had
been the course pursued by the captain of the
Lady Bird, by which it appeared that he had Bot
lost a moment in taking every step in hill power
to rescue the survivors on board the Admella.
He also read a copy of the receipt of the insurance, showing that the vessel had sailed before
the demand for the insurance was made. It had
been stated that the Messrs. Henty had made a
demand for repayment of the insurance.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated that according to
the letter of the Messrs. Henty themselves, a
certain gentleman had come to the Chief Secretary's Office, asking the Government to pay
the insurance.. and conceali~ the fact that the
money had already been paId by the Messrs.
Henty.
Mr. HENTY wished to know if the Government had made any application for any of the
steamers in the Bay to proceed to the wreck.
Mr. O'SHANASSY would state that no application was made to him to send any steamer,
until the Niger was asked for.
After some further observations, the matter
dropped.
Mr. PRENDERGAST rose, amidst loud cries
of "Dividel : "Divide," and commenced to address the .l:I.ouse. which was a signal for the
departure of about half the members. The hon.
and learned gentleman defended himself fro~ an
insinuation that, as a member of the ElectIons
Qualifications Committee, h~ wo~ld hav.e been in
any way influenced by hIS .frIendsh?p for a
private member whose case mIght pOSSIbly come
before him.
Mr. BENNETT having addressed a few words
to the House,
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Mr. JOHN THOMAS SMITH arose, and observed that the seat he was in was a matter of
accident, as the seat he had originally sat in was
now occupied. But wherever he sat, it would
make no difference in the manner he gave his
vote. What was to be the watchword of the new
Ministry-" measures," or "men." For his part,
from what he saw, he thought he would support
the Convention, for their intentions, he thought,
were next best to his own. He believed that the
hon. members on the other side were unprepared
to carry on the business of the House, and that it
was incumbent on some party or another to give
the outlines of a. liberal Land Bul. He had
opposed Mr. O'Shanassy when he first took office,
because he felt that he had unfairly usurped Mr.
Hames's place, but since then he had Wltnessed
circumstances and combinations of individuals
which induced him to give a general support to
the present Administration. The hon. member
then alluded to his defeat in the city/.which was
caused b,y his refusal to pledge himselt to oppose
the Mimstry, and announced that he had come
into the House prejudiced against the hon. occupants of the Treasury benches. He considered,
however, that they had defended themsel ves from
the charges brought against them, though still in a
falae position. He could not hope for the leastsuccess from any new Ministry who did not at once
announce a liberal policy on the Land question.
For bimself he might say that so strongly was he
in favour of free selection that he would even take
it before survey, rather than not have it at all, a
feeling which had more especially ~rown after his
late visit to the gold-fields. The hon. member next
touched on several subjects connected with the
neglect of the up-country districts, the probable
policy of the new Ministry, and determination to
join the Convention or some other association
that would test the power of any Ministry who
stood in the way of the settlement of the lands.
Mr. FRANCIS arose amid loud cries of
Cl Divide" to express a hope that all had been
said on the question at issue. The lateness of
the hour induced him to waive his right to speak,
while he wished by not remaining among the few
non-speakers to let his constituency know he was
not a mere Wlnd-bag blown only on ejpress
electioneering occasions.
After further loud calls for a division,
The SPEAKER read the original resolution
and amendment, and put the question to the
House-u That the words omltted sta.nd pe.rt of
the question."
The House dhided with the following re,sult :Noes (for the amendment) 56
Ayes (for the original resolution) 17

Mr Carr
-·Cathie
- Cowls
- Don

-

Ebden
Embling
Everard
Firebrace

-

Francis
Glllespie
Grant

Mr. Bennett

Mr. King,J. C. Mr. Service
- Klng,M.L. - Sinclair
- Smith, L. L.
- IAlor
- SnodgraM
- Loader
- Stephen
- Lock
- Tbomson
- Lyall
- Mackintosh
- Verdon
- Wilkle
- X'CuUoch
-Wood"
- X'Lellan
- Michte
- Woods
- Woolley.
- M'Leod
AYES.
Mr. Horne

-

Frazer

-

fIa.dley

- Howard
- Humft\oay
- Ireland

Henderson

-

- Evans

- Harker
-

Macadam
M'Millan

PAIRS.
For the Amendment.
Mr. Michie.

Mr. Myles '
- O'Shanassy

- Phelan
-

Prendergast
Smith. J. T.

Against.

Mr. Aspinall.

The SPEAKER then put the amendment,
which was carried.
Mr. NICHOLSON moved that a Committee
be appointed, consisting of Messrs. Wood, J ~ C.
King Harrison, Loader, Sergeant Heales. and
the mover. to draw up the Address to His
Excellency. He proposed if the motion were
carried, that the Committee should withdraw for
a few minutes.
Mr. LOADER begged leave to have his name
excepted from the list. (H Hear, hear," from
Mr. Phelan, and laughter.)
Mr. NICHOLSON begged to substitute the
name of Mr. rl'ke instead.
The SPEAKER put the motion. which Wall
carried.
The Committee then retired, and in a few
minutes returned.
Mr. NICHOLSON brought up the report of
the Committee, containing the Address to His
Excellt'ncy, to the Clerk of the House, who read
it as follows :"We, Her Majesty's dutiful members of the
Le~slative Assembly of the Colony of Victoria,
deslre to express to your Excellency our loyalty
and attaclurient to Her most graclOUS Majesty
the Queen, and beg to assure your Excellency
that our most grave and serious consideration
will be given to the several measures recommended by your Excellency to the attention of
Parliament. We entirely concur with your
Excellency in the opinion tha.t the Land question
ranks first in lmportance among the subjects
that will engage our attention, and we will readily
assent to a.ny well-devised and liberal measures
for facilitating the settlement on favourable
terms of a numerous agricultural population on
the waste lands of the Crown. We will gladly
bestow our best attentien on the Estimates when
39
Majority against the Government
brought before UII, economy in the departmental
The re~ult was received with loud cheering service of the Government being steadily kept in
from the Opposition benches.
view, so as to leave as large a proportion asposBlble of the revenue availaole for public improveThe following is the division list :ments and national defences. We would,
NOES.
however at the same time, res~ctfully submit
:Mr. Amsinck
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Mollison.
to your Excellency that your Excellency'S present
- Anderson
- Healei
- Newton
advlsers do not possess the confidence of this
- Bailey
- Nicholson
House or of the country, and that therefore their
- Barton
- O'Hea
longer continuance in office is at once injurious
- Brodie
- Houston
- Pyke
to the f'~ciency of Her Majest:t's Government
- Brooke
- Hunter
- Reid
- Caldwell
in this colony, and repugna.nt to the principles of
- Johnston
- RUBBeH
- Carpenter
- Keeler
- Sergeallt
the COnstitutlOm. We veJlY sillcerely sympathilie
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with your Excellency in your fee~ of
gratitude to Divine Providence for the blessings
enjoyed by this country. and in the hope tha.t
our deliberations may be conducted with wisdom
and tell!l'Elrance."
Mr. NICHOLSON auccessivel1. JJloved the
adop!jon of the reJlO~ and that It be presented
to HIS Excellency by the Speaker and the members of the House.
Both motions were curled.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said that although he had
not heard directly from His Excellency tha.t he
wowd be in town that day, still, from a conversation he ha.d had with him, he had every reason
to believe that such would be the case. Wi.th ..

The Sl'E.AKER took the chair at 5 minutes

paat 2 o'clock.

'1'HE TELEGRAPH.

Mr. J. C. KING gave notice that ha would on
Wednesday next move for a suspension of such
of tha standing orders as prevent a Bill from passing through all its stsges in one day; and, contingent on the passing of such motion, that leave
be· given for the introduction of a Bill to remove
doubts as to the obligation of secrecy: imposed
upon officers employed in the Electric Telegra.ph
Department.
Mr. MICHIE gave notice that on Tuesday
next he should move that the opinion submitted
to the hon. the .Attorney-General relating to the
legality or otherwise of the Government viola.ting
the secrecy of private telegrams be laid on the
table of the House.
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

Mr. O'SHANASSY said tha.t, in consequence
of the vote arrived at by the House on the
previous evening, he had to inform the House
that he had that morning tendered the resignations of the members of the Ministry to His
Excellency the Governor, who h8d been pleased
to receive the same, and had roquested them to
hold office ~til their SUcceBBOf8 were appointed.
He had nothing further to say, except that His
Excellency had requested him to state that he
should be at the Government House at half-past
2 o'clock, for the purpose of receiring theAddress.
Mr. NICBOLSON said.-I may state to the
House tba.t this morning I was tl6nt for by His
Excellency the Governor ~ a.nd I move that this
House, at its rising, do adjourn uatil Wednesday
next, at 2 o'clock.
THE CIVIL SERVICE COltlMISSIOlf.

Mr. MOLLISON asked the hon. the Chief
Secretary when the Civil Service Commission were
likely to bring up their report ?
Mr. O'SHANASSY sta,£ed that he had that
morning received a. note from his chief clerk, from
the secretary to tDe Commission, informing him
that the chairman of the Commission (Mr. Grice)
had called to know thtl exact form in which the

1.

view therefore of facilitating business, and
relieving the gentleman who moved the amendmentl be would ask to what hour the HoWJe
woula adjourn, so that he might be able to put
his resignation. an.d· tha.t of hil!l ooUea.gues in the
hands of His Excellency, and then come down to
the Honae and announce the fact.
After So short discussion, the Houae fixed upon
two o'clock as the hour to which the House 'Was
to be adjourned.
Mr. O'SHANASSY then moved-It That the
House on iis rising, adjourn io two o'clock today."
The motion was carried.
The House thell. a.djoumed ~o two o'clock p.lL

SEVENTH DAY-SATURDAY, OCTOBER
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report should be given. From that he concluded
that the report was ready, and it merely remained for the House to determine how it should
be received.
THE ADMELLA TELEGRAMs..

Mr. O'SH.ANASSY stated that he would take
that opportunity of saying, with reference to the
notice of motion given by the hon. member for
St. Kilda, that the opinion with reference to the
telegraph was given by the hon. the AttorneyGeneral at his own house. He might also state
that he had never practised any violation of private secrecy-tbd.t he had not asked any authority from the hon. the Postmaster-General to see
any private telegrams, but that he ~ad requ~s~ed
the hon; the Attorney-Gena-al to gIve an opmlOn
as to whether he could ask the PostmasterGeneral to allow him to see ,the telegrams. He
trusted that the community would not be drawn
into any contest on an abstract question of that
kind; and he hoped that any anger or excitement consefluent upon the change of Government would be allowed to subside. (Hear hear.)
He made that remark because, in spite of the long
deba.te which had taken pla.cA, he left office
without any hostile feelings towards any portion
of the Opposition. (Hear.)
Mr. MIC HIE sa.id that, after the explanation
given by the hon. the Chief Secretarr~ he would,
with the permission of the HouRe, WIthdraw the
notice of motion standing in his name. He also
ha.d very little inclina.tion to rea.waken the a.cerbitiesof the debate of the previous evenings.
With reference to the clause in the Electric
Telegraph Act, he must say that he never, and
he believed he was with every member of the
Ba.r, with th.e exception of the hon. the Attorney- .
General, hea.rdapro~tion which wumore UDtenable than that of the hoD. gentleman, and
that it appeared to him t.ha.t it was ~ven with
reference to the circumstancefl of the case.
M.T'. Q'SHANASSY regretted exceedingly that
his hon. colleague W~ not present to defend
himself, but he trustro that the day was not
far distant when he would be. He hoped that until
that time arrived judgment would noS be pronounced upon the point in question.
Mr. IRELAND stated that he was not in town
when the opini.on of his hon. colleah'Ue was given.
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He knew nothing about I the production of the
until the preTioUB evening, and then,
according to the rules of theHOUIe, he was unable
to address the Houe.
Mr. SERVICE said that the hone the Chief
Secretary had stated on the previous evening,
that it was the House which compelled him to
produce the telegrams-that allegation, however,
he (Mr. Service) denied. He nlade that statement to show that the hone members on his side
of the House were relieved from the responsibility
of trying to get from the hon. the Chief Secretary
that which he had surreptitiously obtained.
Mr. O'SHANASSY denied that he had ever
atated .that he was compelled to produce the
telegrams; but, from the conduct of hon. members, he considered that he wa9 absolved from
any oreach of delicacy in producing them. He
regretted very much tha.\ a charge had been
made against him, the nature of which must have
shocked every member of the community; at the
same time he considered that there were many
extenua.ting circumstances.
Before he had
entered office, the telepphic department was
under the authority of the Chief Secretary. It
was then removed to the Chamber of Commerce,
in order to suit the convenience of the public.
During the whole time he had been in office-1S
monthB--he had never received a telegram. He
might state that the Telegraph Station-master
could communicate telegrams to the PostmasterGeneral, and that he might communicate them
to his colleagues L so tha.t, practically, he could
ha.ve gone to the r08tmaster-General if he was
desirous of ascertaining the circumstances connected with the wreck of the Admella. He was
sure that the public would absolve him from the
charge of attempting to pry into allY secrets, and
he hoped \hat the matter would be allowed to
rest.
Mr. MICHIE stated that no doubt any Government had the power of possessing themselves of telegrams, but the hone the Chief
Secretary had mistaken the matter, as the House
'el~ms

was merely disputing the right of the GOYerDment to have private telegrams in their power.
Mr. O'SHANASSY Mated that he quite agreed
with what had been said by the hon. member for
St. Kilda, but he argu~ that the me8~e8 in
question could scarcely be considered 8S pnva.te.
The whole affair had been made a. politica.l
matter at the electiollil.
The SPEAKER here stated that the course
pursued by the House was most irregular ;
And the House adjourned, for the purpose of
ena.bling the Speaker to present the Address to
His Excellency the Governor.
At about 6 minutes past ; the SPEAKER
returned, and informed the House that he had
been to the Government Offices, and preeented
to the Governor the Address adopted by the
House. His Excellency read the foll&wing
reply:"Mr. Speaker and members of the Legis~
lative Assembly,"I thank you for your loyal Address, and
receive with satisfaction your assurances that.
immediate attention will be given to the settlement of the JJand question, the passing of the
Estimates1 and other important matters .waiting consideration.
.
" I am anxious, as the Queen's representative
in this province to give full effect· to the system.
of constitution;! government, established therein
with Her Majesty's concurrence. I will endeavour, in accordance with the advice you tender,
to form an Administration possessing the confidence of the representatives of the people.
" (Signed)
HENRY BARXLY.
" Melbourne, October 22."
Mr. SNODGRASS moved that all notices of
motion fot' that day and Tuesday next be po~
poned till Wednesday next.
The motion was put to the House and carried.
The House then adjourned till the following
Wednesday. at 4 p.m.

EIGHTH DAY-WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The PRESIDENT opened the proceedings of the
Legislative Council at 3 o'clock, by reading the
usuaJ. form of prayer.
.
ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY.
The PRESIDENT announced that His Excellency the Governor would receive the Address
in reply to the Viceregal Speech on'the following day, at a quarter past 3 o'clock.
BLECTIONS QUALInCA.TIONS COMMl'rl'EE.

The PRESIDENT laid on the table of th~
House, for the second time, the warrant appointing the Elections QualificatlOns Committee.
RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTRY.
Mr. MILLER rose and said-Sir, before proceeding to the business of the day, I trust I may
be allowed to announce to the Council $hat, in
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consequence of what has transpired in another
place, the Ministry have tendered their resignations to His Excellency, who has been pleased to
accept the same, and we only hold 01&00 until
our successors are ap:{,?inted.
19Ir. FELLOWS sald-I have to inform the
House that since the adjournmen~ Mr. Nicholson has received His Excellency's commands to.
form a. new Administratio~ and he has a.t lenrlh
succeeded ill the task. (Hear, hear.) I will
now announce the names of the gentlemen
forming the Administration, and the offices they
hold:Chief Secretary
Mr. Nicholllon.
Treasurer ...
... Mr. M'Culloch
Commissioner of Public
... Mr. J. C. Killg.
Works '"
Commissioner of Crown
Lands and Survey
Mr. Service.
Commissioner of Trade a.nd
Customs ...
Mr. Pyke.
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Postmaster-General
Attorney-General .. .
Solicitor-General .. .
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Mr. Bailey.
Mr. Wood.
Mr. Adamson.

And myself to have a seat in the Cabinet, but
without office. Mr. Adamson is not to have a
seat in the Executive Council. It will be seen
there is one office-Minister of Mines-left
va.ca.nt; and I ma.y state the reason why it has
not been filled up. This is owing to an oversight
or defect in the Bill lately assented to, for
" securing the independence of the Legislature."
It will be seen by the 12th section of tha.t Act
that any member of the Le~slature who accepts
any office or place of profit under the Crown
within a certain period is liable to a penalty.
This would include the responsible Mirusters of
the Crown, were it not for a proviso that the
clause shall, notwithstanding anything contained
in it, not extend to persons filling any office or
place" expressly hereinbefore mentioned." The
offices" hereinbefore mentioned" will be found
in the 8th clause, and that clause does
not enumerate the office left vacant, so
that no Minister of Mines or Education
can be appointed. I t will be observed that two
gentlemen representing mining constituencies
have been appointed to the offices of Commissioner of Trade and Customs and PostmasterGeneral. Inasmuch as it was impossible for the
reasons assigned, to appoint a Minister of Mines,
a Minister of Education, or, indeed, any officer
except those enumerated in the Actl until it is
amended by the Legislature it was deemed expedient to appoint those two gentlemen to the
existing offices of Commissioner of Trade and
Customs and Postmaster-General, as they are
known to have a practical and personal acquaintance with the wants and requirements of the
~ld-fields. I dare sa.y the hon. member opposite
(Mr. Miller) will bear me out when I say that
the duties of Commissioner of Trade and
Customs are not very onerous, and these two
gentlemen will be able to devote a great portion
of their time to the consideratIOn of matters connected with the leases and regulations of the
gold-fields. This is all I have to notice with
respect to these two departments. In reference
to the Solicitor-General, my learned friend the
Attorney-General is of opinion, and I agree with
him-indeed, it must have been noticed by every
one, that there is always a difficulty in obtaining
Law Officers when a change of Government
occurs.. It is our opinion that the SolicitorGeneral should be made the permanent head of
the Law department, and that the AttorneyGeneral should be replaced by a new Minister, to
preside over the department of Justice-to be
called the Minister of Justice, or some name of
that kind, and who would not be excluded by professional etiquette, as at present, from practising in one of the most
lucrative branches of the profession. This,
of course. will have to be dealt with by a
Bill, which will be submitted to the Legislature
for the purpose, and it will probably also be called
upon to decide in what way the va.cant departme~t shall be filled. This, of course, cannot be
done until the new Ministry become familiar with
the routine of the various departments. With
reference to the increase in the numbers of the
responsible advisers of the Crown, I have to state
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that the Government do not consider it neces"·
sary to increase the 14,OOOl. which are appro~
pnated under the Constitution Act to the 'payment of the salaries of Ministeril. They haveadvised His Excellency to re-cast the sum which
has hitherto btlen divided among seven Ministers(
so that it may be divided among the increased
number. (Hear, hear.) In addition to this I
may state, that the 1,500l. which wasappropriated in the Estimates of last lear for the salary
of a President of the Boardro Land and Works
will not be touched, and wil consequently lapseinto the consolidated revenue of the country.
(Hear, hear.) I have now to move, Sir, that the
lIouse at its rising to-morrow do adjourn for a
month.
The PRESIDENT said the motion for adjournment had better be put the following day.
MELBOURNE AND GEELONG RAILWAY.

Captain COLE gave notice, that on the following day he would move for a return of the amount
on which interest was guaranteed to the shareholders of the Melbourne and Geelong Railway
Company; an abstract of the amounts of interest1
dates when due, and when paid; the name and
station to whom such were paid; copy of the
section of the Act authorising such payments ;
copy of the last warrant authorising the payment; copy of the receipt given; any correspondence relative to the interest having been applied to other purpose than to the shareholders.
CUSTOMS ACT AMENDMENT BILJ••

On the motion of Mr. MILLER the second
reading of this Bill was postponed tili the following day.
TOBACCO IMPORTED.

Mr. J. HENTY, in accordance with notice,
moved" That a return be la.id upon the table of this
House of the quantity of tobacco on which no
duty has been paid, cleared from the Customs
warehouse and direct from import ships, at the
ports of Melbourne, Geelong, and the outports of
the colony respectively, for the year ending 30th
September, 1858; such return not to include
tobacco cleared under bond for exportation.
" A similar return for the year ending 30th of
September, 1859."
The return was ordered to be laid on the table
of the House.
CIDNBSE PASSENGERS.

Mr. J. HENTY, in accordance with notice,
moved" That a return be laid upon the table of the
House, showing the number of Chinese passengers, and the gold shipped by Chinese, t.o the
30th of September, 1859, in continuation of a
return laid on the table of the House, 23rd of
February, 1858."
• The motion was agreed to, and the return
was ordered.
PRESENTATIf>N OF THE ADDRESS.

Mr. FELLOWS, with leave of the Co,uncil,
moved, without notice"That the Address of the Council to"His Excellency the Governor, in reply to his Speec:h deivered to the Parliament, be presented too His
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Excellency to-morrow, at ha.lf-past 3 o'clock, by
the President and the members of the Select
Committee who prepa.red the Address, accompanied by such other members as may desire to
accompany them."
The motion was agreed to.
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE BILL.

On the motion of Mr. FELLOWS, the second
reading of this Bill was postponed till the following day.
CUSTOMS RETURNS.

Mr. STRACHAN asked the Hon. Mr. Miller
whether the statement contained in The Argus,
that there had been an increase during the yea.r
of £360,000 on the Customs was correct.
Mr. MILLER, in reply, said it was unnecessary for the hon. member to put the question, as
the Customs' returns were published. The
figures in the statement alluded to were not
(:orrect.
PAPERS.

Mr. MILLER, by command of His Excellency, laid on the table of the House the halfyearly report of the Electric Tele~aph Department to June 30thl 1859; also the first annual
report of the experImental fa.rm.
The Council adjourned at half-past 3 o'clock
until the following day.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 4 o·clock.
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to them, although their designation ca.nnot be
altered in the Ministry, for reasons which must be
obvious to all hOB. members. According to the 3rd
clause of the Constitution Act, no mining Minister
can be created. The officers especially enumerated
a.re nine in number, who can sit in Parliament
without incurring liabilities mentioned in the 12th
clause. With reference to the independence of
the Legislature, an Act was passed last sessionmore commonly known as the "Officials in Parliament Bill"-by which it is provided that, whatever duties they may apply themselves to in
addition to those of Mimsters, an Act shall pass
to enable them to take any new title or office.
The appointment of Mr. Adam'3on is merely of a
temporary nature; and I am informed that that
gentleman will not be in the Cabinet, as it is
the intention of the Government to introduce a BIll for the appointment of a
permanent Law Officer of the Crown, having no
political duties to dIscharge, and who will, amon~
other functions and professional duties, have to
perform those of the Solicitor-General. The
Attorney-General will be an officer bea.ring the
title of Minister of Justice, or a somewhat
similar designation. (Hear.) I apprehend that
that will be an improvement on the present
state of things. Of course, pending the passing of such a Bill, Mr. Adamson will discha.rge
the duties of Crown Prosecutor and Crown Law
Adviser, and will also assist in the preparation
of Bills, as far as practicable. I believe, Sir~
I have stated everything necessary with regard
to the various appointments; and as
there are no Mimsters in the House
at the present moment
I shall propose, first of all, that all the standing orders
of the day be postponed until such day as the
House· meets, and that the House be adjourned
until Tuesday, the 29th of November. I did
intend naming the 22nd of November, but I
think that would hardly allow the Ministers time,
as possibly Mr. Wood's election may cover a
longer time than those of the other members of
the Ministry. The 29th of November is really as
short a day as possible to allow the Ministry
time to prella.re measures. I beg, Sir, to move
that this House at its rising stand adjourned
until Tuesday, the 29th of November.
The motion was put and carried.

THE NEW MINISTRY.
Mr. MICHIE.-Mr. Speaker, I have the
honour to announce to you and this House,
that Mr. Nicholson has succeeded in forming a
Ministry' and I will now proceed to enumerate
the gentlemen who have been selected :-Chief
Secretary, Mr. ·William Nicholson; Treasurer,
Mr. M'Culloch; Attorney-General, Mr. J. D.
Wood; President of Lands and Survey, Mr.
Service (cri~s of "Oh, oh'" from the Convention benches); Commissioner of Public Works,
Mr. J. C. King. (" Oh, oh.") The SolicitorGeneral is Mr. Adamson, without a seat.
(" Oh.") Commissioner of Trade and Customs,
Mr. Pyke. (" Oh.") And Postmaster-General,
Mr. Bailey. (" Oh.") Perhaps hon. members
NEW MEMBER.
will indulge their ears rather more than their
voices, and hear the statement I am about to
Mr. J ohnson took the oaths as member 10r the
make, as it will, upon the whole, be more Parlia- electoral district of North Gipps Land.
mentary and desirable. Mr. Fellows will be
ADJOURNMENT.
leader in the Legislative Council, without office.
Mr. MICHIE.-I now move, Sir, that this
I have to state, in addition to this, that Mr. Pyke
and Mr. Bailey, who, as the House is aware, are House do adjourn.
The motion was put and carried, and the
representatives of the gold-fields, may be specially
useful in looking after the interests of the miners, House adjourned a.t a quarter-past 4 o'clock until
and will, indeed, especia.lly apply their attention Tuesday, the 29th November.
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NINTH DAY, THURSDAY, OCTOBER
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at five minutes
past 3 o'clock, and read the usual prayer.
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Justices and PoliQe Magistrates Bill-to be read
a second time; Customs Act Amendment Bill-

to be read a second time!' The House had been

adjourned till the 29th, but the day after should
have been mentioned. The Assembly would
meet on the 29th, and the Council on the 30th of
The PRESIDENT laid upon the table, in pur- next month.
suance with the Electoral Act. for 1856, a. Hst
The PRESIDENT said the motion for adof the names of the Committee of Ele:ltions and journment,
having been carried, could not now
QuaJifications.
be a.ltered.
VACANT SEAT IN THE COUNCIL.
The question was then put and passed.
A letter was read by the PRESIDENT from
DIVORCE BILL.
His Excellency'S Private Secretary, dated 21st
October, which stated that His Excellency had
Mr. FAWKNER moved, without notice,
received the resignation of the hone Thomas " Tha.t the Divorce Committee be allowed to sit
M'Combie, member for the Southern Province. during the recess." It was possible, that when
A writ for the election of a new member had been Parliament met again there might be a second
issued, which would be returned on the 2nd b.reakdown of the Ministry, a.nd it was desirable
November.
to get on with this Bill as quickly as possible.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. VAUGHAN seconded the motion, which
was
agreed to.
Mr. HODGSON moved, in the absence of Mr.
PellowsPRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS.
"Thatthe House at its rising this da.yadjourn
The House having adjourned during pleasure,
until Tuesday, 29th November next."
for the purpose of presenting the Address of .the
The motion was put and carried.
Council to His Excellency, in reply to the VICeregal speechl the President accompa.1!ied by the
GEELONG RAILWAY.
Officers of the House and Members ()f the Select
Captain COLE moved, pursuant to notice- Committee, proceeded to .the Governme~t Offices,
" That there be laid on the table of the House to wait upon His Excellency. Upon theIr return,
returns shoWing the amount on which interest was at ten minutes to four o'clock,
guaranteed to the shareholders of the Melbourne
The PRESIDENT announced that he had preand Geelong Railway Company; an abstract of the sented the Address adopted by the House to His
amounts of interest, dates when due, and when Excellency the Governor, who had read the folpa.id; the name and station to whom such were lowing reply:paid; copy of the section of the Act authorising
President and Honoura.ble Gentlemen of
such payments ; copy of the last warrant aut~o "Mr.
the Legislative Council,rising. the payment; copy of the last receIpt
" I receive with much pleasure your loyal and
given; any correspondence relative to the interest having been applied to other purpose than to dutiful assurances in a.IUlwer to my speech at the
opening
of the session.
. .
the shareholders."
" I rely confidently upon your senous attenThe motion was seconded by Mr. HENTY, and tion being given to such measures for 'he good of
the returns were ordered.
the country as may come under your consideration during the course of it.
I'OSTI'ONRMENTS.
(Signed)
" HENRY BARKLY."
Mr. HODGSON moved that the following
The House then adjourned until Tuesday,
orders of the day be postponed till WednesdaY
the 30th of November next :-" Appointment 0i November 29, at the usual hour.
ELECTIONS AND QUALIPICATIONS COMMITl'EE.
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TENTH DAY-'IUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1859.
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turn of Mr. Patrick Phelan for West Bourke;
&1110, from Mr. J. P. Rowe apinst the retum of
The PRESIDENT took the cha.ir at 10 minutes Mr. David Raid for the distnct of the Murray.
past 3 o'clock.
NEW WRITS.
NEW MEMBER.
The Hon. W. F. Mitchell, member for the
The SPEAKER announced that he had, in
North-Western Province, ha.ving been introduced consequence of the resignation of Mr. J. C. King,
l>y. the Hon. Donald Kennedy and the Hon..1. lex. issued a new writ for Evelyn; also, for Richhaser, took the oa.ths IHld his seat.
mond, Mr. J. G. Francis having accepted office
under the Crown.
EDUCATION BILL.
Mr. FELLOWS gave notice that on the following day he would move for leave to introduce a
Bill to be intituled, "A Bill for the Education of
the People."

m;w MEMBERS.

The Sergeant-at-Arms announced the entrance
of new members, and the following gentlemenmembera of the Administration-advanced to the
RETURNS.
table, and were sworn as members of the AsMr. FELLOWS laid on the table returns show- sembly :~Mr. Nicholsoft, Mr. Wood, Mr.8ervwe,
ing the number of Cbinelle who had left the port Mr. M'CuUoch, Mr. pylle, and MJo. Bailey.
of Melbourne during the year 1858, and up to bt
MAP OF VICTORIA..
Septemberl 1859; also a return of tlte quantity
of 'Cold ana coin exported by the Chinese during
Mr. DUFFY gave notice that Oft the followirtg
the same period; also, a return showing the day he would ask the hon. the Preliident of the
quantity of tobacco upon which no duty had been Board of Land and Works whether he has any
paid during the year 1858, and a like return for objection to lay on the table a map of Victoria,
the year 1859. The Hon. gentleman announced showing the land sold to the public, sold as prethat the Royal Assent had been given to the ~mptive ri~hts, and granted for public purposes;
following Bills :--The Officials in Parliament Bill, each class mdicated by a separate tint.
the Legislative Assembly Duration Bill, the
Australian Trust Company's Bill.
W ATl!R SUPPLY TO BALLARAT AND GEEl,ONG.
The returns were ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. SERJEANT gave notice that on the folNEW MEMBE&s.
lowing day he would ask the hon. the President
The Hon. G. Rutherford, member for the of the Board of La.nd and Worb if Captam PasSouth Province, having been introduced by ley and Mr. JaokseD, or either of them, have
the Hon. T. Power and the Hon. M. Hervey, furnished the Government with a report of a
scheme for the supply of water to Ballarat and
took the oaths and his seat.
The Council adjourned at 20 minutes past 3 Geelong 1. and, contmgent upon the foregoing
question
oeing answered in the affirmative, if the
dclock.
Government have any objection to lay such re•
port upon the table of the House.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
COST OF FENCING.
The Legislative AB8emhly met yesterdaYl purMr.
DUFFY
gave notice that on the following
sua.nt; to adjournment. The SPEAKER tOOk the do.} he would ask
the hon. the President of the
chair at 10 minutes past 4 o'clock.
Board of Land and Works whether he has any
RESIGNATIONS.
objection to furnish a return of the price per rod
The SPEAKER announced that since the ad- paId for post-and-rail fencing in 1858 and 1859 by
journment of the House he had received from the Department of Roads and Bridges and the
the following gentlemen the resignation of their Department of Public Works; such return to
seats as members for the several electoral dIS- specify the 'localities} and the extent of fenoing
tricts set opposite their names respectively, done Wlthin municipal boundaries.
viz.:THE LAND BILL.
Mr. Nicholaon
Sandridge.
Mr. SERVICE gave nutice that on the followOvens.
Mr. Wood
Ripon and Harilpden. ing day he would move for leave to bring in a
Mr. Service
Bill to regulate the sale of Crown lands.
Mr. M'Oulloch ...
East Melbourne.
Mr. J. C, King ...
Evelyn.
MR. TWOMEY.
Mr. Pyke...
Castlemaine.
Mr. DUFFY rve notice that on thA following
Mr. Bailey
Ballarat West.
day he would as the hon. the President of the
He had iBSued writa for the election of members Board of Land and Works-I, whether a J>r~emp
to serve in the A8lembly for the said dlStricts tive right was refused to Mr. Twomey, of Mount
res~t..otively, and the gentlemen named had been Rouse; and if so, 'Vhy. 2, Whether the land upon
BgaJ.n elected.
his station was offered for sa.le at an upset prioe
BLECTlON PETITIONS.
of 308. per acre; and, 3, whether such upEet price
The SPEAKER announced that he had received was more than the avercloge in the district; a.nd
a pet!tion from Mr. J. C. Riddell ag:l.inst the re- if so, why it was charged at this rate.
p
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" Melbourne, October 24, 1859.
My Dear Sir,-As I am desirous of secaring
your co-operation in forming a Ministry, and
doubts having arisen in the public mind as to
your explanations in the Leguilative Assembly,
regarding the striking out of the Governor's
speech a certain paragraph relating to the Indian
mutiny, may I inquire whether your objection to
that paragraph arose from a sympathy with the
THE GOLD-FIELDS ACT.
mutineers or not?
Mr. BRODIE gave notice that on Friday next
" I remain, my dear Sir, yours truly,
he would move for leave to bring in a Bill to
cc WILLIAM NICHOLSON.
amend tha.t portion of the Gold-fields Act having
"C. G. Duffy, Esq., M.L.A:'
reference to the powers vested in Mining
I received the following reply :Boards.
" Hawthorne, October 24.
SALARIES TO STAFF, AND OTHER EXPENSES.
" My Dear Sir,-Whether I can act in the
Mr. BROOKE gave notice that on Thursday Government you propose to form or not, I am
next he would ask the Hon. the Treasurer obliged to you for giving me an opportunity,
whether he has any objection to lay on the table denied by the rules of debate, of answering Mr.
of the House a return in detail of the appro- O'Shanassrs ungenerous imputation in rela.tion
priation a.nd expenditure of £5 000 for salaries to the IndIan address.
of Staff. repairs to Government House, travelling
ee The question was not, as you suppose wheand other expenses, under Part I. of Schedule ther the Indian mutiny was to be referred to in
D of the Constitution Act since that Act came the Governor's speech, but whether the addreM
into operation.
of a certain Committee in London was to receive
this distinction. I obiected, because I felt the
THE LAW OF EVIDENCE.
Mr. WOOD gave notice that on Thursday country had a right to be offended at the preposterous
union of the Governor, the Parliament, and
next he would move for leave to bring in a Bill
to further amend and consolidate the law of the Mayor of Melbourne in the document,-as
much nght to be offended, according to my idea,
evidence.
as the Imperial Parliament would have if the
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Lord Mayor of London was united with them
Mr. BROOKE gave notice that on Thursday, under similar circumstances. Mr. O'Shanassy
December 8, he would move for leave to bring shifted the ground of controversy in the Cabinet,
in a Bill to confer on the Governor the power to in order to appeal to the prejudice which my
connection with Irish affairs might have left on
dissolve the Legislative Council.
the minds of my colleagues, exactly as he apMINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
pealed to the same prejudice in the House; but
On the SPEAKER calling on the orders of my objection began and ended in the incongruity
of the union of names and persons, and would
the day,
Mr. NICHOLSON rose and said, - Mr. have been the same whatever was the subject of
Speaker, before proceeding to the ordertl of the the address.
ee I have never feltnor expressed any sympathy
day, I wish, by the permission of the House, to
make a statement. When the vote was carried with the Sepoy mutiny, or confounded it in any
which led to the resignation of the late Govern- manner with the natural and generous desire of
ment, I was requested by' His Excellency to take Ireland to regain her national existence.
"Of course the question of unity in a Goupon myself the responsIbility of forming an Administration to take their place. I felt from the vernment is one that depends upon the prinposition I had taken in the debate, that it was ciples on which the Government will be formed,
my duty to undertake that responsibility. I con- and the men that will compose it. Nothing
sulted with Mr. Fellows, the present Attorney- would give me greater pleasure than acting with
General, and the Treasurer. I received from you in a Government in which the opinions I
those gentlemen their hearty and cordial support. kave declared on the land question at Warrna.mThey at once agreed to join the Administration bool will be carried out, and the men of the
and took those positions which they at present popular party be adequately represented; but it
occupy in the Ministry. It was next arranged IS only on these conditions I could join you with
that the hon. member for Villiers and Heytes- honour, or be of the least use to you afterbury should be invited to join the Administra- wards.
" I am, lllY dear Sir
tion; but some difference of opinion had arisen
" Very faithfully yours,
as to the construction to be put upon the exee C. GAVAN DuFFY.
planations between the hon. member and the late
"Wm.
Nicholson,
Esq."
Gov~rnment ~ regards the .Indian ~utiny. As
coDSlderable difference of opmion eXl8ted on that Well, Sir, the hon. the Attorney-General and
point, it was thought well that I should com- myself met afterwards, by appomtment, and
municate with the hon. ~entleman upon entered into a conversation with the hon. memthat subject. With the ~rmissJ.on of the House ber 1108 to his joining this Government. The first
I wiU read the letter which I forwa.rded to him' matter aJl\lded to was the s~ech of the hon.
and the reply which I received. I wish befo;' member at Wa.rrnambool~ .WhICh was laid down
doing so, to have the consent of the ho~. mem- by him as the basis of his policy on the land
~er. (Mr. Duffy_CC Hear, hear.") The letter question. The hon. ~entleman was inclined to
18 as follows :think that the Amencan plan of settling the
MR. SURVEYOR LANGFORD.

Mr. M'LELLAN gave notice that on the
following day he would move that copies of the
evidence and report of the CommIssioners of
Inquiry into the manner in which Mr. District
Surveyor Lanrlord has discharged his duties at
Ararat, be laiil on the table of this House.
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grass lands of the country should be carried out
here. With the exception of this one point. there
was very little difference of opinion as to our
policy. It was pointed out that there was considerable difference between the circumstances of
this country and America. inasmuch as this
country was. to & certain extent. already occupied.
The hone gentleman agreed it was inexpedient to
enter at tlie present time into a discussion on that
point, and a.l.so that it should be left an open question. The next question was, as ~ded the gentlemen whose names. as representmg the liberal
party, the hone member for Villiers and Heytesbury would like to see in the Ministry j and as
it was urgent that the matter should be settl;t as
speedily as possible. he was asked to name them.
He na.med three gentlemen, whom he thought
were suitable personsJ.. whom he would like to
come in with him. They were-the hone member for Geelo~. Mr. Brooke; the hone member
for Emerald Hill. Mr. Anderson; and the hone
member for Belfast, Mr. Hood. (H Oh, oh.")
The hone Attorney-General and myself,
although very desirous of bringing the matter
to a conclusion as soon as possible. thought
these were more in number than could be
admitted. We agreed to meet the hone geutleman next morning, and accordingly we did meet
him, and had a conversation with him. He then
informed us that he wished the hone member
for Geelong and the hone member for Emerald
Hill in the Government, and that the hone member for Belfast should be Commissioner of Water
and Sewerage. To this proposition we could not
agree, as we had arranged that this office should
be amalgamated with the Land and Works department. While this conversation wns going on.
a memorandum was handed to me by the hone
member. setting forth his land policy; and as
the hone member has tlxp'ressed his willingness
that I should do so, I WIll now read it to the
House:" MEMORANDUM.

" That the first measure of the new Government shall be a Land Bill including the provisions of the Bill promulgated by the late Government. with the addition of an adequate arrangement for the gold-fields and agricultural districts
with free commonage.
•
" That the squatting tenure shall terminate in
1861: The fu~ure use of the public grasses to be
proVlded for in a. separate Bill, the opinion of
the members of the Liberal party joining the
Government being- That all exclusIve right of
occupation should then terminate. but that the
use of the grasses may be subject to assessment.
'.' That a revision of the tariff be made, so as to
relieve the necessaries of life by transferring the
burthen of taxation to luxuries.
" That an effectual retrenchment be made in
the expenditure for the Civil Service.
"That ~ll questions affecting conscience be
open questIons.
" Melbourne, October 25, 1859."
On this occasion, Sir. little more was said except as to the policy contained in this document.
We at once told the hone member that we were
agreeable that he should hold the same office in
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the Government which he held in the former
AdministrationJ..,that of President of the Board
of Land and worb. an i also. that the hone
member for Geelong should have a seat in the
Ministry. But the hone member refused to
join us. unless the hon.
member for
Emerald Hill, and the hone member for
Belfast. Mr. Hood, should have seats also.
With this we could not comply, and at
this point the negotiations were broken off.
The hone member then said he would not offer
any factious opposition to this Government, and
not only that, but would also stand between any
such opposition which might come from any
other quarter. The next course taken by us was
to apply to the hone member for Ripon and
Hampden (the jresent Commis8ioner of Lands
and Survey), an others. After some negotiation
wit.h them as to the policy to be adopted by the
Ministry. the Government was finally formed.
consisting of those hone members whose names
on a former occasion I read to the House. One
object in forming the Ministry was to give to the
mining and country interests afull representation
in the Ministry. One hone member has since
retired from the Government under circumstances to which I will not allude. but the hone
member for Richmond.. Mr. Fraucis, has ~areed
to take his place, and I hope we will soon see
him take his seat in the House. This is all I
have to state regarding the formation of the Ministry, and I may now turn my attention to the
policy of the Government. The first question
which attracted their attention was the Land
Bill. They immediately met on the subject. After some consideration they came
to a decision, and written instructions were
given to the Attorney-General to frame
a Land Bill, and I have great pleasure in informing the House that these instructions for the
framing of the Land Bill were given before the
addresses of the members of the Government
were presented to their constituencies. That
Bill is now ready, and notice has been given of
its introduction to the House. The next matter
which engaged our attention was the Estimates,
and these I mar say have occupied the largest
portion of the tIme of the Government; so much
so as to prevent our attention being given to other
subjects. The Estimates are now in the hands of the
printer and will be introduced as soon as possible. The next question is that of State aid for
religious purposes. with the object of doing away
with it. Another subject was that of education~
and in res~ct to which a Bill will be introduced,
and of whlCh notice.z I believe. has been given in
the other House. Its object is to introduce a
uniform system under one Board of Management. The Government has determined to ask
the House to adopt an address to His Excellency
to apply to the Home Government for the extension
of the Imperial Mint to this colony. We will
also use our influence to extend the circulation of
the colonial sovereign, but we will not make that
a condition for the extenRion of the Mint. Questions affecting the mining interest and the goldfields will be brought under the notice of Parliament ; and it has been decided that the. Sewerage
and Water Commission shall be attached to the
Board of Land and Works, and by this means we
expect that we will gain greater efficiency and
economy. Another question which the Go-
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vemment will bring before the House is that
of m~mbers of the House who, having taken
their seats, are compelled to retire for re-election
ou taking office in the Government. This, we
think, is wholly unnecessary; for if any gentleman is worthy of a seat in this House, he is Itill
more worthy of it through the position he at·
tains by beeoming a member of the Ministry.
We intend to introduce this JDeasure to do away
with tbepresent system-not that it will affect ourselves 'SO much as those gentlemen who one day or
other will RUcceed us. The next question is
thel'etirement of the Gove~nt from oftice ;
and I may say that it is not the intention of this
Go'Vernment to retll'e on the defeat of any p&rticuta:r measure, unless there are reuonable
grounds for believing that it is the wi&h of the
House that they should retire. If it can be seen
that there is good reason to believe that it is the
intention of the vote, and that it is the feeling of
the House, that they should retire from the
Government, they will do so. Unless they have
sufficient grounds for believing that the HOUFe
wishes them. to retire, they will not do so. We
believe that this course will afford general satisfaction, inasmuch as it will give greater freedom
to members of this House, who, instead of supporting the Government on some occasions,
would take a different course did they not know
that the result would be their defeat and retirement. There is another matter, and only one, to
which I would allude. The Government are very
desirous that this should be a short session, becauBO it is desirable, if this Government is to
continue in office, that they shoulrl have time to
deliberate on many important measures which
it is their intention to bring before the House,
a.nd also because it is their desire to give effect to
the feeling which has been expressed for some
time past that this House should meet either in
June or July instead of near Christmas as
hitherto.. and that the Estimates should be before
it in oraer that they may have time to deliberate
before it is necessary to enter upon the yearly
expenditure. A motIOn was made by the hon.
member for Geelong and Dr. Greeves that
it was desirable that the House should meet
earlier in the year.
This motion was
it is for this reason we
carried, and
desire that this should be a short session,
in order that we ma.y be enabled to bring
forwa.rd the Estimates before they are required.
By the present system, befl)re the vote is taken
for public works, the winter sets in, and considerable additional expense is entailed upon the
country. With these remarks I beg to thank
the House for its attention, and l with the view
of affording any hon. member WIshing to make
any remark an opportunity of doing so, I beg
to move the adjournment of the House.
Mr. DUFFY.-I have no reason, sir, to complain either of the fairness or fu.ness of the
statement which has just been made by the hon.
the Chief Secretary, but there are one or two
points to which I feel it necessary that I should
make a slight addition. Sir, when the hon.
member did me the favour to communicate with
me, I felt the greatest willingness to act with
him, be('ll.use I believed that he possessed facilities gr,A:la~er than any other man for dealing with
the Land question. When he and the hon. the
Attorney-General did me the honour to wait upon
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me and propose that there should be a coalition,
or, as the hon. the Attorney-General sta.ted, a
brood-bottomed Government, that was what appeared to me ought to be done, under tbe circumstances; and that I think should have been done,
for I think that there is no party in this
House which could maintain a majority
adequate to its maintena.nce in power.
Sir, I understood by such & coalition, a
coalition of parties on an equal basis, and not a
majority of one party and a minority of another
pa.rty. I felt quite assured that the hon. the
Chief Secretu-y did not onrlook this fact; and,
besides, I relied upon the Attorney-General, who
had had IUch great experience in former Parli9r
menta, that he would know that the country
had been looking to the present Parliament
for the settlement of some very important
questions which had been deferred; and that the
present Government, which Was to settle these
questions, ought to be founded on a broad basis
of popular confidence. That was my idea, and it
was with a Government of that nature that I
cordially consented to act, and the gentlemen who
were narned to me, and which have been named
by the hon. the Chief Secretary. I said that if
four more gentlemen were taken from the popular party, I should be glad to act with them. The
hon. the Chief Secretary asked me to mention
some names, but that, however, I declined doin$.
and I asked him to wait, in order that I might
ascertain wha.t men were willing to act. The
hon. the Chief Secretary urged upon me
that he was most anxious to complete the
task he had undertaken, as he had promised to meet the House by a certain time.
At last I consented to mention the names which
I considered most suitable to fill the vacancies in
the Government. Now, Sir, if it be stated that
I declined to join the present Government unless
I could bring in with me gentlemen who were
connected personally with me, { say tha.t such a
statement is a mistake. All I made, as a sine
qud non, was that the popular party should be
adequately represented. I did specify names,
and I exercised my discretion in selecting
gentlemen who were not more bound to me by
politics than any other hon. members in this
House. I selected them because they had been
in the habit of transacting public business,
from having been in office from time to time.
No doubt some gentlemen might come to the conclusion that I might have chosen better. There
is no doubt of that; but it is a very difficult. matter to recommend gentlemen as candidates for the
offices of members of a Government. (Hear.)
Well, sir, I promised to consult my friends, and
proposed to meet the hon. the Chief Secretary
and the hon. the Attorney-General, on the fol~
lowing day. I then told them that I had seen
some gentlemen. but the hon. the Chief Secretary
made a mistake "hen he stated that I had gone
to him with the proposition that three gentl~men
should be in the Cabinet. I sug~ested that we
should get over the difficulty in tbls way :-That
as office had been offtred to the hon. member.
for Belfast by the late Ministry he might
be well suited to be one of the Cabinet. That
was not my proposition in the first instance, but
was the arrangement finally suggested. That
was all that was then conceded. Office was
offered to myself and the hon. member for Gee-
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but I felt it JtlI duty to refuse to consent to
join the present Ministry. It was not, sir, a
coalItion when the present Government consisted
of seven members of one party; and upon that
ground, a.nd that alone, it was that I declined to
act. It has been said, both outside and inside
this House, that I proceeded upon personal
grounds alontr-grounds which were quite unreasonable; but I did not do so. I was offered
the office I held before-an office I most desired,
as it would have aftorded me an opportunity
of introducing a Land Bill. I would conclude
here, but there is one point} of a purely personal
character, which I trust the House will excuse
me for introducing to their notIce. In connection with this question, I may statet that, both in
and out of this House, there has been raised a
discussion on the now memorable address on the
Indian mutiny, and it has been said by the hon.
the Chief Secretary that one of the cha.r~es
against me was that I had advocated the pohcy
of the Nation newspaper with regard to the
mutiny. Now, Sir, I am glad to have thisopportunity of contradicting such a statement. It will
be recollected by many hon. members that before
I left Ireland, some years ago, I sold all my
int..erest in the Nation newspa.per, and that I had
entirely separated myself from that journal. I
promised that I would do so, and I have kept
tha.t pledge; and since I have been in this colony
I ha.ve never interfered with the politics of that
journal, and have never written a line in it, or
have more control over it than I have over TIuJ
Timea newspaper. I will state once for all/ that
I will not be responsible for anything whiCh has
appeared in any newspaper. Since I have been
here, there is not one single newspaper which has
not at some time changed either its proprietaryt
its editors, or its policy, and it would be very hard
if they were always to be held accountable for
what had appeared in them some years ago, and
it would be still more so if I am to be held responsible for what ap~ared in a paper 15,000
miles away, and for which I have never done anything. It is essentially an element of success in
this, as in all other colonies, that when men form
a Cabinet they should come forward honestly to
promote the interests of the country, and it is
not wise to endeavour to insist upon a uniformity
of politics in relation to all of them.
Mr. O'SHANASSY would not have addre85ed the House but for the correspondence
which had just been read between the Chief
Secreta.ry and the hon. the member for Villiers
and Heytesbury. He deprecated those personal
explanations, which were really only introduced
for the purpose of enabling the hon. member who
had just sat down to take a further review of
what then took place. He thought there was
quite enough of such explanations, and he was
surprised, when the House was. assembled to
listen to the pohcy of t he new Government" that
they should have to endure this cross intercnange
between hon. members as to overtures which
were said to be made after the debate; but which
he was informed were made in the course of the
late debate. That being the case, he felt it did
not become him to offer one word of reply or remark. He believed that the hon. member for
Villiers and Heytesbury was in communication
with the Attorney-General during that debate,
/l.nd it was because he was informed that
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!luch Wa.ll the case that he (Mr. O'Sha·
nassy) was naturally somewhat more hosiile
to the present discussion than he would have
been under ordinary circumstances. However it
might be, he wished to tell the House that he had.
refrained from entering upon the points which
were then open for discussion, and he had no desire to do so now. He was quite sure that the
hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury was
anxious to renew the discussion. It was a chJ...
ractenstic of that hon. member to quarrel with
tht'j public men with whom he was associated.
Mr. DUFFY.- Sir that is not true.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-That was the belief he
entertained from a careful review of the hon.
member's connection with public men in this
and his own country. At any ra.te, he conceived it
to be his (Mr. O'Shanassy's) duty, as he had felt it.
to be his duty upon a. former occasion, to refU/Je
to open up the case. He would .te that the
opinIons he had expressed on the subject were
not drawn from him bI the hon. member, but by
the Commissioner of Trade and Custo~} and it
was because his opinions had been elicited in the
course of a debate in the House that he did not
consider himself justified in re-opening the question. He trusted the House would appreciate hill
motives when he stated that he did not intend,
either in the House or out of it, to allude to what
pa.ssed between himself and the hon. member
(Mr. Duffy). He would proceed to the discussion
of _questions of far greater importance.
Mr. DUFFY rose to order. He thought the
House would feel tha.t he was entitled to have
the matter fully settled. (Hear.) He had
nothing whatever to conceal, and must deny the
statements which the hon. member had made.
The ground of difference between them was a.
disapproval on his (Mr. Duffy's) part as to the
course which the late Government had taken in
the sale of public lands.
Mr. O'SHANASSY did not consider that Mr.
Duffy had raised any point of order.
Mr. DUFFY thought he had done so, inasmuch as he had shown that it was from crossing
the policy of the hon. member that tae first
cause of dispute had been raised. When he objected to the Address in reply to the Governor's
speech, because it was absurdly worded, he (Mr.
O'Shanassy) made that a. ground of quarrel He
then shifted his ground to the Indian policy. He
(Mr. Duffy) now challenged him to the question;
he had nothing to conceal.
The SPEAKER observed that this was hardly
in order.
Mr. DUFFY.-The hon. member had endeavoured to attribute to him motives which he
altogether repudiated. He had refused to concur
with him in his opinions on the Land question,
as to the permanent tenure of the pastoral interest, and was surprised that the hon. member
should, in refernng to the dispute between
them, make any reference to his opinions on
Irish aJfairs.
Mr. O'SHANASSY had stated what he in·
tended to do, and had spoken neither from impulse nor from anger. What he had said was
merely an incidental allusion in the course of his
defence as to what he considered to be the ruling
point in the hon. member's character, and no
more. He had nothing to say about the hon.
member's policy with respect to any journal in
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or out of this country. He could saYl in fact,
that that journal had treated him WIth much
kindness, for the pro:rrietor, gratuitously, had
sent him a copy, an he was mentioned in
it with more favour than he deserved, probably from Ho natural f('cling that a man who had
taken a prominent part in the affairs of the
colony should be of some interest to the people
of the old country. (Hear.)
The hon.
member (Mr. Duffy) had taken a different
coune, and now that the House was assembled to hear the opinions of members upon
important 8ubjectsl must needs introduce
question8 of an entirely private nature. As to
the dispute which had amen between them on
the Land question, that was on record in his
office. Possibly the hon. member, in his excitement at the time} had forgotten what he said,
but other people nad good memories. He would
not, however, state wnat occurred upon the occasion, for he did not think it was a matter of
sufficient public interest for him to do so. He
would address himself to the questions now before
the House, and was sure that the public would
give him credit for forbearance, for he had been
forbearin g and that to a most trying extent.
He was 801ruding, when he was interrupted by
the hon. member, to a subject of more importance than any communications between that
hon. gentleman and the late Government,
whether that Government were out or in. He
would not be withdrawn by any reference to his
position as a member of the late Government from
the plain question before the House-a question which was always one of the deep,est interest
-the conditions upon which responsible Government was to be carried on. It had been stated by
the (,hief Secretary that it was not the intention
of the present Government, when any adverse
vote upon any measure-he believed these were
the words-to take it as a reason for retiring
from office, unless that defeat be accompanied by
an expressed censure of the Government from
the majority of the House.
Mr. NICHOLSON had stated that the Government would not resign unlcss it was the expressed feeling of the House that they should do
ao.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY was anxious not to misinterpret the statement, and would rather see
some definite mention of it in writing. (" Oh,
oh.") If the Government resolved not to retire
from office except on account of an expression of
opinion by a majority of members, how was that
~inion to be gathered unless by",n adverse vote?
There was no other method known or practisedl
unless a vote of want of confidence were carnoo
~inst them. For his part, he was not satisfied
Wlth the Chief Secretary's statement. He looked
upon the present occasion as one which had
nothing to do with differences between himself
and members of the late Government. He
looked upon it as a great trial of the working of
responsible Government in a new country. In
the mother country, when the Ministry voted
upon any great public question it was considered
tliat it was an occasion for them to retire if
they were defeated. He thought that was
a. proper standard of honour, and that if
they were unsuccessful in carrying out a measure
which they conceived to be one of vital importa.nce, they should receive their defeat as an in-
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dication of a desire that they should resign office.
That was his opinion on the subject which ought
to occupy the Government, and that was the distinction which he would draw. He disagreed in
toto with the hon. member in his opinion upon
this point, although, no doubt, in doing so he
should receive a large measure of reprobation
from the journal of which he conceived he was
the mouthpiece. (Laughter.) Whilst, howeverl
he adhered to these opinions, which were basoo
upon firm conviction, he did not wish to be misunderstood. He was not making that statement
with reference to the present state of public
affairs-he applied it generally to the political
proceedings of this colony or the mother country.
If responsible government in this country was a
failure-if the composition or the changes of
our Ministries were not sufficiently favourable to
the carrying on the same form of government as
was in force at home-that was another question
for Parliament to consider as a whole; but if the
same form of government was to be resorted to,
to justify it the same means of carrying it
out should be adopted. He would repeat, that he
did not make these observations with any reference to the position of the present Government. He had before stated that he entertained
no hostile feelings towards them, and it was only
upon questions which affected the country at
large that he desired to raise his voice. I t was
with reference to the opinions foreshadowed by
the present Government. It appeared to him
that what they proposed was impossi.ble, for many
reasOllR. For lDstance the Government proposed that Parlia.ment should meet in the months
of June and July, in order to pass the Estimates
in time to prosecute the public works during the
fine weather. Now, with regard to the advantages
or disadvant~es of the question, he would at
once agree Wlth the hon. the Chief Secretary
as to the necessity of carrying on the works, but
in this country the Government had no power of
anticipating the revenue by meam! of Exchequer
Bills, and must prosecute them from month to
month, and from quarter to quarter. There
was, therefore, no particular advantage in framing
the Estimates in June or July. Contracts could
only be entered into when the Government
found they had the money to 1)ay for them.
That question, therefore, fell to the ground.
But, if he rightly understood, the Government
intended to go further than that, and to
have a short session, to enable them to
consider the important part of the business before them during the recess. But, if he
had not misunderstood the hon. the Chief Secretary, those important measures were already matured and readI to be produced. (Hear, hear.)
The first, the Land ~uestion, had been prepared
within the month. Then there was the Education question, Mining on Private Property, the
AbolitlOn of State Aid, and other questions-all
more or less considered and discussed. It appeared to him a strange inconsistency that the
Government should require so much time to consider measures which were already matured a.nd
ready to be laid upon the table of the House.
He did not think there was any argument adduced in favour of a short session. On the contrary, it was rather in favour of a long session ;
and the sooner hon. members prepared themselves to perform their public duties the better.
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(Hear hear.) He had no occasion to take up
the time of the House further than to say that
he should be happy to give his attention to the
question, and to consider it in its general bearing.
He felt himself at perfect liberty to discuss the
subjects which were now to be brought before the
House upon their merits-to up'hold them if they
were right, and to oppose them if they were wrong.
(Hear, hear.) That was the position he intended
to occupy. lIe did not represent, what had been
a. common expression in the Hous&-the popular
party. (Laughter.) He believed it would be a
difficult matter to find what was the popular
pa.rty, for there was not a member in the Assembly who did not endeavour to make himself as
popular as possible (laughter); and there
could not, perhaps, be found a single person who
would venture to take up the broad gauge of an
anti-popular party.
After some further remarks by Mr. DUFFY,
affecting Mr. O'Shanassy,
Mr. LOADER could only say that no communication had reached that section of the House in
which himself and the hon. members surrounding him usually sat. (Laughter.) Indeed, he
thought the party with which he was connected
was the unpopular rather than the popular party.
He had heard that 21 men.bers had been mentioned as the number that would support the
Treasury Benches on which Mr. DuffY would sit;
and he would like to ask the Chief Secretary if
there were any truth in the remark, and how
much?
Mr. NICHOLSON (after a s'hort interval of
silence) begged to withdraw his motion of adjournment, and the debate terminated.
SANDHURST POLICE-STATION.

The question with reference to the Policestation, Golden-square, Sandhurstl standing in
the name of Mr. Howard, lapsed m the abseace
of that hon. member.
THE IMPOUNDING ACT.

Mr. EVERARD Baid that as the Government
had promised to bring forward a Bill for the
settlemeat of the Land question 1\t an early
date, he would postpone his motion till December 20, on the same subject.
THE EIGHT-HOUR SYSTEM.

Mr. DON, in rising to move the motion standing in his mnn(l, would claim the indulgence of
the House when, after debating questions of
important State policy, they descended to a question only involving the comfort and happiness of
the labourers on public works, mechanICS, and
other classes of men hired for daily toil, and
begged that he might be heard while he gave a
few reasons why the question should pass. Although he had some fear for the result of his
motion, he had not the least doubt as to the
truth andJ'ustice of it, because in his own case the
theory ha OOen duly tested by practice. He only
feared that, perhaps, in being taken unawares, he
should fail to adduce sufficient evidence in favour
of his motion when 80 much was available, and
not that there was any want of justice or truth
in it. In some of the daily journals it had lately
been insinuated that he had been endeavouring
to persuade the labouring-classes that they were
the natural enemies of the employers. He could
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assure the House he was incapable of saying
anything of the kind, or he would be truly unworthy to be a member of it ; and, in denying
the accusation altogether, he trusted the House
would believe him to be speaking truth. From
his own experience, and that of all of those with
whom he came in contact, he was sure eight
hours' labour was sufficient for any man and he
believed everyone present, as far as they were
concerned, would join WIth him. (" Hear, hear,"
and laughter.) No doubt hand-labour was, and
always would be, the lot of a large class of
human beings while raw material had to be
wrought, and this was more especially the case
in this country. The greater part of his own
life had been spent in such labour, and he had no
hope, even if he had the desire, to raise himself
from that condition. Even with eIght hours' labour
the state of the labourer was bad enough, but 10
hours' labour became in this colony almost intolerable. After all, he thought no man had a
greater amount of happiness than he who retired
from an ordinary day s labourI conscious that tomorrow, and the next day, and for days more he
would be supplied with the means of earning an
honest living. To be so blest, however, labour
must be in an ordinary degree. To stand from
dawn to dusk in the burning sun was almost more
than the constitution could bear. Certainly it
could not be borne for long, and although at the
outset the taking away of the fifth part of a
day's labour appeared a loss, he was convinced
there would be a gain in the end. There would
not be so much exhaustion felt, and more work
would be done in the hours devoted to it, and
premature old age would not so soon be produced. Physical exhaustion was not, however, the only thing to be dreaded.
and some time must be allowed to
the working-man for intellectual improvement,
or he would be miserable indeed. Long hours,
too, induced drunkenness; for men, after suffering physical exhaustion, would always seek such
temporary relief as lay in their power, and the
result was that, though Scotland had had for a.
long time the credit of being the" drunkenest'
country in the world, it was now outdone b,
Victoria; and he claimed the support of all the
Temperance men in the House to his motion.
Another reason for his motioq existed in that
part of it which referred to Government contracts. The Government contracts equalled in
extent private ones; and, judging from the
amount of £1,200,000 odd that was voted for
them last year, he found, after deducting the
cost of raw material, that about 8,000
men must be thus employed. It was very
important that an example should be set, and it
would come best from the Government. He
therefore moved"That in the opinion of this House it is desirable that all future Government contracts should
be let on the understanding that eight hours shall
be considered a day's work."
Mr. LOADER seconded the motion. He
theught the introduction of the rrinciple would
go a great way in the settlement 0 the people on
the lands.
Mr. J. R. BAILEY said he had no wish to interfere with what he believed to be the earnest
desire of the hon. member for CoIling wood that
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the Eight-hours system should be recognised,
but it would have been to the hon. gentleman's advantage had he been a little more
explicit, for after he (Mr. Bailey) ha.d
made a few introductory remarks it would be his
duty to move an amendment, in order that the
Government might distinctly understand the form
tn which it was called upon to support the system. It seemed undesirable that the Legislature
should attempt to interfere with the usual course
of trade, and to c&nt1'ol the Government in
giving out contracts for the performance of
public works. He might say, however, that
the Government had no objection to recognise the
Eight-hours principle as far as their employment
of daily labour was concerned, or that where
contracts involved the employment of day
labour, the day's wages should be computed at per eight hours' work. The 00vernment had no wish to set wha.t might
be called a bad example, but a good one,
and, as far as it could go, would recognise the
Eight-hours principle. But it would be highly
injudicious and prejudicial to the interests of the
country if the Government attempted to control contractors in the disposition and employment of labour. He would therefore moyeH That all the words after the word ' that' be
omitted, with the view of inserting instead
thereof the words 'In all future Government
contracts directly involving day-labour the
ment shall be for a day's labour of eight hours. "
Mr. CARPENTER rose to support the motion.
He had been a working-man in several countries
himself, and was therefore competent to judge in
the matter. The advantage of short hours had
been allowed in many parts of Great Britain,
and he was sure if it were carried into effect on
the railway works in this colony, the advantage
would be very great to the workmen, and as
much, if not more, work would be done.
Mr. EMBLING had not been aware that the
guestion would have been gone into that da.y.
He had come into the House on different business, having presumed that after the Ministerial
explanation the House would have adjourned.
He had not heard the speech of the hon. member
for Collingwood in introducing the motion, but
was surprised to find that the hon. gentleman had
not made the motion a more general one. He
had understood that the hon. member would not
be content with half a loaf, but would go in for
the whole. It appeared to him the present motion was one-sided, and did not embrace the
whole of the labouring population in its effects.
There were a vast number of labouring
people who worked hard, but not out
of doors, and those employed in shops
were as much entitled to relief as any other
class. He would go in much more heartily for a
measure that would benefit this class as well.
The hon. member for Collingwood had not taken
the course he (Mr. Embling) had expected wOllld
be taken-a fact which he the more regretted, as
he firmly believed a man who worked for eight
hours did a good day's work. Ten hours' work
in this colony was exceedingly exhausting, but
there was a large mass of working-men out of the
reach of the proposed measure. He thought the
matter should 00 considered in Committee, for
it was really of importance that opportunities
should be given of mental culture. It was fre-
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quentIy the case that men spent their leisure improperly; but he knew at least three men who,
Instead of fr~uenting hotels or tra.de halls, were
busy in studymg the Latin and Greek classics.
He was afraid that the drawbacks of his colleague's motion would deprive it of much
support.
Mr. HEALES said, if he understood rightly the
difference between the two motions it was that
while one sought to establish the principle that
in all cases where Government contracts were let,
their conditions should include the adoption of
the Eight-hours system (hear, hear); the other
set forth that when the Government employed
day-labour eight hours should be the limit.
(Hear, hear.) Understanding that, he believed
it would be over-legislation for the House to deaJ
with the subject. (Hear, hear.) Although he
was ready to admit that eight hours was a suffi...
cient day's work, such a principle could not be
He would raise the
applied to all trades.
question by at once averring that if the principle were carried into law it would be &8
oppressive to the workmen as to the capitalist.
He had felt a deep interest in the question for years
past, and had taken an active part in agitating
It, but on a. different principle-viz., that ea.ch
trade should establish customs for itself, which
would na.turally havethe effect of law. He would
refer to one trade, in whICh a dispute on the
Eight-hours question had taken place between
employers and employed, and in which he had
acted as arbitrator, and drew up the agreement
between the parties. That document set forth
the desirability of only eight hours' labour, but
left its adoption an open question. This was the
proper solution of the difficulty. What were the
results? It was sought to get the same amount
of money for a day's work as before; the employers took exception to such a course, and a
8trike followed. The men were compelled to
come to the ten-hours system again, and perha.ps
that agitation was the worst thing that ever happened to the trade. Something like a similar
dispute had happened in that very trade
within the last few weeks. The men who had
struck for the eight hours received assistance
and support from the masons and other friends
to their cause. At last they went to work again
on the Eight-hours principle, and he(Mr. Heales}
was in a position to say that numbers of those
who strnck for the eight hours were prayin'f for
the ten hours again. Thus they were in a worse
position than ever, for a system of piece-work
was now established. The difference in ability in
men was as great as that between capi~ists, and
while a good man could forego a part of his time
without losing much, an inferior workman was
placed in abject poverty by the Eight-hours system. He would admit that some trades had
adopted the Eight-hours system with success; but
other trades which had, like the coachmakers, to
compete with Europe and America, were not so
fortunate. He would be most happy to &id in
establishing the custom of eight hours' labour,
but could not see the propriety of enforcing it by
law. He was not prepared to prevent a. mau
who desired to work ha.rder to educate
his children better, and prepare them to reap
solid advantaged from the Eight-hours system1
from doing so. That would be a system ot
tyranny, and do injury instead of good. WheQ-
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ever trades had established the Eight-hours
principle by custom, he would like to see Government contracts let on that system, otherwise
he thought the effect of the motion would be
excessively injurious to a large class of persons.
If the amendment of the hon. the PostmasterGeneral were lost, he (Mr. Heales) would move
an amendment which should contain his ideas
on the subject.
Mr. CAT HIE said he had been a workingman himself, and was convinced that the desire
for the Eight-hours system was only a partial one,
and did not extend to all the tra.des. He thou~ht
the system, to be rendered pr1.cticable, should be
introduced in a different shape.
The House then adjourned for refreshment.
Upon the House resuming, at 5 minutes past
7 o'clock,
Mr. SIN CLAIR stated, that he had for many
years felt great interest in the question before the
House, and had seen the necessity for regulating
the hours of labour on large important
works. In 1835, in England, on various railway works he had noticed that men who were
in every way capable of performing a good day's
work were at the end of three years much reduced in strength by having to work over-time.
One great argument in favour of eight hours'
labour was the convenience of it, especially
in cases where horses were required. On
looking over the statistics of the mothercountry, he found the average length of life of
the operative classes was 38 years, but in
Lancashire there were few-especially stonemasons - who lived 80 long. He would not only
second the motion of the hon. member for
Collingwood, but would add to it the words, ., all
contracts to which the State contributed,"-such
as railway contracts, &c. He was glad the
hon. _the Postmaster-General had admitted the
principle with regard to all persons employed by
Government, as he considered that was a step in
fa,:our of the motion. !>- great many trades had
enJoyed the benefit of eIght hours for some time,
and he considered the Government, as the" father
of a family," should recognise the principle.
Mr. SERJEANT thought that the question
was one of the greatest importance; but he
thought, from the absence of the hon. members on
the Opposition benches, that they desired to
shirk it, although he trusted it would not
be avoided by any hon. members in tbe
House. He quite agreed with the hon. member
for Collinr.ood that eight hours were sufficient,
but he dld not think it was a matter for the
Legislature to deal with, but rather one to be
regulated by the laws of supply and demand.
He could not support the amendment, because
the next question put forward by masons would
be, that all Government work should be performed by daily labour iDftead of by contract,
and thus it would assist the motion of the Don.
member for Collingwood. The motion applied to
Government cc.ntracts only, but he (Mr. Serjeant) was not aware that men employed by
Government were overworked.
(Laughter.)
The arguments which had been adduced in
favour of the motion were most fallacious, especially when it was urged by
the hon. member for Collingwood, that if eight
hours were made the law of the land, there would
Dot be so much intemperance as at present. He

(Mr. Serjeant) considered that that would not be
the result. He would suggest that the motion
and amendment be withdrawn; and that it be
introduced in another form on some future day.
Mr. BARTON expressed his intention to vote
for the motlOn. If he considered that the
amendment would clear up any difficulty he
should vote for it; but he thought that by it the
subject was involved in more perplexity. He
had no doubt that the hon. member was in favour
of the principle, as well as other members
of the Government. In fact, on referring
to a card issued by one member of the
Government, he found that the eight-hours
question was placed fourth on it, and that he
was in favour of it. He was quite willing to
admit that the Government entered into many
contracts in which they could compel the contra<,1ors to abide by the eight-hours law-such as
policemen and heads of various departments.
and, in fact, in cases where all the time of the
persons contracting was required by the Government; but that was not the case when the
Government entered into contracts with persons
who were themselves contractors. He thought
there could be no difficulty at a.ll in understanding the meaning of the motion; and although he
should be inclined to vote for the amendment,
which he considered a grea.t concession on the
part of the Government, he felt bound to vote
for the original motion. He differed from the
remarks made by the hon. member for the
East Bourke Boroughs, inasmuch as that hone
member had endeavoured to keep up the system
of extending manual labour to 10 hours per day.
It had been proved that the climate was not
suited to 10 hours' labour, and it had also been
proved that in all young democratic countries it
was most necessary that opportunities should be
afforded to the working-classes for the P!D'P08eS
of self-improvement and self-elevation. He most
sincerely desired that the working-classt'8 in this
colony should enjoy the same benefits which were
accorded them in the States of America, and that
they should be enabled, by being allowed time for
improvement, to exercise the franchise as men.
He looked upon the eight-hours'movement as the
means of enabling the working-classes to exercise
theirfranchiseindependently of any other class,and
he believed that that was most undeniably a desirable object. There was no real interest of
capital antagonistic to labour, but it was monopoly alone which prevented the capitalist
allowing the labourer a fair share of profits accrued from labour. If it was the object of the
capitalist to screw down the working-men, then
there was an interest in capital at variance with
eight hours. It had been stated that the question of reducing the hours of labour would necessarily become one also of a reduction of wages;
but supposing men were working for 16 hours "
day at very low wages, and that if their hours of
labour were lessened that their wages should
also be reduced, the men would starve.
He would ask that labour in this colony should have the same advantages which
were daily being gained by capitalists, and that
this country should inaugurate the greatl glorious,
and Christian movement comprised in tne motion
introduced by the hon. member for Collingwood.
A great deal of suffering had been caused in the
colony from attempts to establish the eight-hours
Q
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system; but, he would ask, what great movements
were carried out without suffering being caused to
one portion of the community?-for instance,
when machinery superseded hand-labour in England. He was proud to say that this colony was
endeavouring to put down the lust of the enslaving classes, and he trusted that the great
institutions of the country-such as the Public
Library-should be given an opportunity of
being used to their utmost extent; and that the
labouring classes should be taught to value the
great boon of the franchise which had been
given them, and that they should be enabled to
know that the only difference between them and
their richer neighbours was that of wealth. Be
thought it was not possible to legalise an eighthours principle, but the only plan was to make
it a custom, the Government setting an example.
(Hear.) It might be !!aid that if tlie motion was
carried the present contracts would be affected;
but when the railway contract was taken-if he
plr. Barton) was ri~htly informed- it was given
on the principle of eIght hours, and if the contractor had SInce endeavoured to enrich himself
by getting men to work 10 hours, if the House
considered he took the contract on the basis of
the eight-hours principle, they should take care
'hat he adhered to the eight-hours principles. The
present was a great Christian movement, and he
trusted to see the principles of eight hours extended all over the world.
Mr. BARKER said he would not have sJ.l?ken
but for the taunts thrown out by the other Side of
the House. Whatever popularity was to be
gained by advocating the eight-hours system,
he, for one, should not give his support either to
the resolution or the amendment. At the same
time he thought that upon all questions about
which there existed a misapprehension in the
public mind, it was only honest in men hke himself to express an opinion. The hone 'llember fot
Collingwood's notion seemed to be that the price
of labour should be regulated according to the
number of hours consumed in that labour. Now,
he (Mr. Harker) thought there were a number of
other things besides time to be considered
in relation to labour.
For instance, one
man could in six hours perform more
work than another in 10. It was, therefore, manifestly unjust to the skIlled workmlLn to impose a fixed period of work upon
labouring men.
Why should labour be
dealt with differently to any other article? If
any person entered into an engagement with a
contractor, the time he should work and the remuneration he was to receive were matters entirel~ between the two parties to the agreement.
He (Mr. Harker) denied the right of even a majority of the working-classes declaring the hours
of labour to be eight, or any other number. It
was a monstrous assumption on their part, and
he could assure them that he (Mr. Harker), and
other men in a similar position, worked
quite as hard, and perhaps longer, than the
so-called labouring-classes.
Otherwise they
would never have attained the standing
they enjoyed. Industry, honesty, and temperance were the three things which led men on to
fortune. (Hear.) The hon. member who spoke
last seemed to have been delivering a. lecture
upon all subjects except the actual one under
consideration. Hear.) No resolution of the
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House could ever fix the hours of labour or the
value of it. The working-classes had a political
power probably unknown in any other part of the
world IIdld for that reason he (Mr. Harker)
frankiy stated his opinion on the eight-hours
question. When a candidate for the representation of Collingwood, he declared himself in fa.vour
of the eight-hours system, but at the same time
distinctly stated that it must be a question between the employer and the employed. Let them take the case of unskill0d
labourers. Was anyone prepared to say that
stonebreakers were able to earn sufficient to support them in comfort by working only eight hours
in the day? He (Mr. Harker) thought the last
speaker had given utterance to a great deal of
nonsense. (Hear.) For instance, the hone member stated that the introduction of machinery
had made the condition of operatives worse than
it was before, whereas it was a notorious fact that
ever since science had assisted labour the position
of the working-men had been steadily improving.
(Hear.)
Mr. BARTON rose to explain.
Mr. HEALES thought it was most inconvenient that hon. members should, under pretence of
rising to a point of order, make a second
speech.
Mr. HARKER.-Honourable members will probably remember the expression of opinion given
by the hon. member for North Melbourne.
Mr. BARTON.-I never said a.nything of the
kind. (" Order," and a laugh.)
Mr. HARKER also took exception to the term
" bloodsuckers," applied by the hon. member to
contractors. If there was one class of men less
successful than another in this colony it was the
contractors. From that body there were more candidates, if he might be allowed to use the expression, for the Insolvent Court than from any
other. On the other hand, there was no class of
persons who had less reason to complain
of their earnings than the working-men.
Almost the only times when they were in distress
were when they ran their families into misery by
co-operating against the employers. He (Mr.
Ha.rker) would move the previous question, at
the same time regretting that the Government
did not seem to be with him on the questlOn.
Patchwork legislation would always breed difficulties.
Mr. WOODS expected tha.t some a.rguments
would have been furnished on the eight-hours
questioll;~ but regretted that such was not the
case. .lie denied that labour had anything
to do with wages.
If he or any workingman chose to take la. or Is. 6d. per hour
for his work.. it was merelr a question of
how long he ooose to labour. The human frame
in the colony was not, in his (Mr. Woods')
opinion, equal to more than eight hours' labour;
and although. in the present generation there
might be no physical degeneracl, such would be
the case in the next. The workmg classes of the
colony were, as a rule, picked men, and men with
the finest possible constitutions; and yet, after
four or five years' labour they became greatly
aged. The men themselves were surely the best
judges of how mildlY hours they were able to
work, and he (Mr. Woods) thought the only
judges. He had listened with pain to the debate,
for it seemed as if hon. members coJ)sidered
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workin,; men as mere pieces of animated machi·
nery, and were inolined to treat them accordingly.
He (Mr. Woods) regarded a man's labour as his
capital, which he had a perfect right to la,
out as he thought proper} without being
He was
dictated to by his employer.
well aware that the eight-hours system could
never by any legislative enactment be carried out
strictly, but, at the same time, a la.w on the subject would give a force and oolour to the matter
which it much required. The hon. member then
prooeeded to enumerate the different trades
which had agreed to work onl! eight hours, and
also stated that the miners of Ballarat and other
places had adopted the same system. (" No,
no.") He would refer to the hon. the Postmaster-General and other representatives of
mining districts to corroborate his statements.
Again, the employers at present were able, from
their position, materially to influence the
labour market. For instance, a number of
German masons were only lately imported. Some
check should therefore be at once placed by the
Legislature upon such proceedings. The trades
themselves would have to do the rest. No enactment could preclude a man from working 14
hours, if he chose to do so. At the same time,
however, an Act might prescribe a day's labour to
be of eight hours' duration. That much, at any
ratet!,as within the province of legislation, and
he (Mr. Woods) thought it was the duty of the
Government to superintend the health and morals
of the people. (Hear.)
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY considered the question to
be so large, and one upon which sl1ch diverse
opinions had been and might be expressed, that
it was unfair to call upon the House that evening
to affirm an abstract proposition either one way
or the other. The hon. member for Collingwood
had said he was not in favour of class legislation, but was desirous to benefit the colony at
large. He (Mr. O'Shan&88Y) believed that was
the C88e. He therefore suggested that hon.
members should have time to consider the question thoroughly. Was it intended that they
lihould work more than eight hours? W&8 the
argument that the future generation would be
affected by the present race working more than
eight hours?
Mr. WOODS disclaimed any reference to the
fuhtre generation. (Laughter.)
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-If the Parliament were
prepared to establish a proposition to the effect
that a man would in this climate injure his conIItitution by workmg more than eight hours per
day, he was prepared to give it his consideration, and he could understand it; but the abstract proposition before them meant nothing.
Were men to be allowed to work overtime?
(" Yes.") For 10 hours? (H Yes, 20.") Well
then, what was the use of attempting to 4eai
with this question by piecemeal? lIe would say,
in full s,mpathy with the cl&8s the hon. member
for Colhngwood wished to benefit-for he, too,
knew something of labour, and had risen from
the labouring classes-- that the question, being as
it was a national one, should be referred to a
Select Committee, to inquire into its practicability. There were two points to be decidedwhether the system was necessary, and whether
it was practicable. (Hear, hear.) These points
involved questions of the utmoat import-

a.nce, and which could not be deter~
mined without due delibera.tion. He would
support the previous question moved by the
hoD. member for Collingwood- ("MaIdon, MaIdon.") Well it ought to be. Collingwood.
(Laughter.) lIe did not think the House, on the
first night of the session, ought to be called upon
thus hastily to decide this important qlfestiQn.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN.. expressed his coincidence in the views of the hone member for
Kilmore.
Mr. DON aske1 the leave of the House to
withdraw the motion.
Mr. BAILEY had no objection to withdraw
the amendment.
The motion and amendment were accordingly
withdrawn.
THE GOLD-FIELDS ACT.

Mr. WOODS withdrew the following motion,
standing in his name, believing that the Government were prepa.red to deal with the subject :" That, in the opinion of this House, the laws
relating to the management of the gold-fields are
cumbrous, expensive, and unsatisfactory, and
that the admmistratlOn of justice thereon is imperfect. Resolved, therefore, that in order to
place mining legislation on a satisfactory footing,
the principles of local government a.nd the establishment of inexpensive local courts of equity
be recognised by this House."
Mr. CARPE~TER also withdrew the following
motion standing in hIS name :-" That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the present Gold-fields Act be revised." Contingent on the same being carried, to
move, "That a Committee be appointed, consisting of the following members, to revise the
same-viz., Messrs. Grant, Humffray, Keefer,
M'Lellan, Brodie, Serjeant, Brooke, and the
mover, with power to collect evidence and summon witnesses; three to form a quorum."
The hon. the Attorney-General had spoken to
him tha.t day, and asked him not to press hill
motion, as the Government were prepared to introduce a Bill on the subject. He (Mr. Carpenter) would consequently withdraw his motion;
but, if the House allowed him, he would state the
reasons which induced him to bring forward the
motion. (H No, no.")
ADAMSON'S ACTS.

Mr. SERJEANT, in pursuance of notice,
movedH That all those members of the House who
had not been supplied with copies of Adamson's
Acts should be furnished with them."
lIr. NICHOLSON said there would be no difficulty in obtaining copies of Adamson's Acts if
hon. members applied for them. One volume,
however, was published by Mr. Adamson himself,
and not by the Government, 80 that hon.
members must purchase that at their own expense.
THE DREDGE AT GEELONG.

Dr. THOMSON postponed till Thursday
the following motion standing in his name :" That copies of the following reports be laid
on the table of the House, viz. :--The last report
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of Mr. Furniyal, la.te superintendent of dredging He understood that it Was not a proper course to
operations at Geelong; all reports from Mr. ask for those documents, but the Geelong MagisBumie, since his appointment in charge ot the trates had been grossly libelled by the Press in
Geelollg Bar dredgmg operations; all reports reference to the case of Weller'll. KilgO'l#h'; and
from Mr. Wilson, engineer on the new dredge." the fact chiefly relied on was, that an adjournment was asked for and refused. The House
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.
would, however, learn with snrprise thnt an adjournment
of no less a period than one month
Mr. KEEFER, in moving, pursuant to notice,
the follOwing motion sta.nding in his name, was asked for. He trusted that those newspapers
which
had
libelled
Mr. Bonsey would now do him
said that he would confine his request to the
proceedings of the Assembly, as he understood justice.
Mr. WOOD had not the slightest objection to
that there were not a suffiClent number of the
Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council lay the papers on the table of the House. The
result of the investigation was to give Mr. Bonsey
printed to give a copy to each hon. member:" That a copy of the votes and proceedings, an honourable acquittal from the charges brought
against
him.
and printed papers of the Legildative Council and
Assembly, respectively, for each session of each
SESSIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.
immediate preceding Parliament of Victoria, be
On the notices of motion for the sessional
supplied to each member on being for the first arrangements being called on,
time introduced into Parliament, if he shall
Mr. O'SHANASSY said if the Chief Secretary
require the same!'
wished he would proceed with the motions, subMr. NICHOLSON said that the request would stituting such names as he (the Chief Secretary)
be acceded to. He was glad that a limit was might select; or Mr. Nicholson himself might if
put to the period to which it extended, and he he chose move the resolutions in his stead.
would give instructions that a sufficient number
Mr. NICHOLSON said that on the following
of copIes of the votes and proceedings of the day he would be prepared to move the resolupresent session be printed, so as to meet future tions.
demands.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
ABOLITION OF PENSIONS.

Mr. HEALES moved for leave to bring in a
Bill to abolish pensions to retiring Ministers
under the 51st clause of the Constitution Act.
(Hear, hear.) He would not upon that occasion
enter mto a discussion of the question, but would
reserve his observations for the second reading.
He would, however, su~gest to hon. members
who wished to see it pass mto law that they should
be in their places on the day of the second reading because it was necessary that the second
an~ third readings of every Bill altering the Constitution should be carried by an absolute
majority of the whole House. The Bill was virtually carried once before, there being a majority
of nme in its favour, but the provisions of the
Constitution Act not having been complied with,
it was ultImately withdrawn.
Mr. WOOD seconded the motion.
The question that" leave be granted" was then
put and passed. The Bill was read a first time,
and ordered to be printed, and read a second
time on Thursday next.
GEELONG WATER SUPPLY.

Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice, movedI f Tha.t all reports furnished to the Government on the subject of water supply to the towns
of Geelong and Ballarat by Captain Pasley and
Mr. J ackson be laid on the ta.ble of the
House!'
Mr. SERVICE had no objection to lay the
papers on the table of the House.
MR. BONSEY.

Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice, moved"That copies of the evidence and report of
the Board of Inquiry on the conduct of W. H.
BORsey, E"ft., Police Magistrate of GeeJong, in
the case of Weller 1}. Kilgour, be laid upon the
table of the House."

Mr. M"LELLAN postponed till Friday next
the following motion standing in his name : "That in the opinion of this House the export
duty on gold is unjust and impolitic in its na.ture,
it being a. tax on the industry of our mining
population, and having a tendency to retard and
discourage the development of our nationa.l
wealth."
MINING COMMISSIONERS' REPORT.

On the motion of Mr. CARPENTER, the
(J.uestion, " That a copy of the Mining CommisslOners'report be laid on the table of this House,"
was postponed until Friday next.
LIEN ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

On the motion of Mr. BARTON, the following
que~tion was postponed until Friday - " That
in the opinion of this House it is desirable to give
to contractors and workmen engaged on buildings, and other works of a like nature, a.. lien
upon the property improved by their labour 0:materials, to the extent ?f the owner's inter.est
in the property; and, contmgent upon the passmg
of this resolution, that a Bill be brought in for
the purpose!'
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.

On the motion of Mr. BARTON, the fallowing question was postponed until Wednesday, December 7 :_H That this House will, on Friday
next, resolve itself into a Committee of the whole
to consider the following resolution-' Th at in
the opinion of this House members of the Assembly ought to be paidforthei~ servi~es;' and,! contingent on the above resQlutlOn bemg carned·I That a Bill be brought in for the purpose.' "
ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE.

Mr. EVERARD, by consent of the House,
withdrew the following motion standing in his
name-" That this House wiII, to-morrow, rc-
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solve itself into a. Committee of the whole for the He did so from a desire not to embarrass the
purpose of considering the propriety of presenting Government, as they were about to introduce a.
an Address to His Excellency the Governor, praying new Land Bill.
that the Estimates of Expenditure for the ensuMR. A. DYSON'S PETITION.
inl[ year may not exceed the sum of three milOll the motion of Mr. HEALES} the following
lions sterling."
question was postponed to Thursday, December
LEASES OF AURIFEROUS LANDS.
8th.
Mr. LOCK moved, pursuant to notice, for
H That this House will, on Tuesday, Dec. 6, reoopies of the following documents and corres- solve itself into a Committee of the whole, for the
pondence in relation to the issue of the leases purpose of considering the petition of Mr. A.
granted respectively to Duncan and party, and Dyson and others.
Buchanand party, of auriferous lands at Brown'S,
viz. :-ApplicaLion in January last by Duncan
NEW CONSTITUTION ACT.
and party for a lease; report of the surveyor to
The
following
motion, standing in the name of
Mr. Warden Lowther as to area, &c.; evidence
and objections taken by and before the Warden; Dr. EMBLING, lapsed, in the absence of the
report or reports of the Warden to the Chief Se- hone member :cretary thereon; all correspondence and tele" To move for leave to bring in a Bill for the
grams between the Government and the Warden in repeal of the 53rd clause of the New Constitution
relation to the granting of such lease; the likedocu- Act."
ments, correspondence, and telegrams in relation
COMMITl'EE OF SUPPLY.
to the granting of the lease to Buchan and party.
The portion of the Governor's speech referring
There had been upwards of 50 leases applied for to supply having been read,
in the district referred to, and only four granted.
Mr. M'CULLOCH moved that supplies be
In consequence of the difficulties which existed granted to Her Majesty, and that the House on
in the leasing re~lations, it was desimble that the following day go into a Committee of the
miners should be informed, by the production of whole to consider the motion.
the various documents and correspondence, how
The question was put and passed.
far it was intended to benefit the d18trict.
Mr. NICHOLSON had no objection to produce
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH EXTENSION BILL.
them.
On the motion of Mr. O'SHANASSY, the
The question was then put and passed.
order of the day for the second reading of the
THE LAND POLICY.
Electric Telegraph Extension Bill was withMr. LOADER begged to postpone the motions drawn.
The House adjourned at 20 minutes past 9
standing in his name, with reference to the settlement of the pubhc lands, until the 6th December. o'clock until 4 o'clock the following day.

ELEVENTH DAY-WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1859.
THE POLICE MAGISTRATE, KYNETON.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Mr. MITCIlELL gave notice that on the folThe PRESIDENT took the chair at a qUll.rlerlowing
day he should ask the Government if there
past 3 o'clock, and read the usual form of prayer.
was any objection to lay upon the table a return
MR. FAWKNER.
from the records of the Police-office at Kyneton,
Mr. COPPIN stated that he had received a showing the days, from the 1st January, 1858, to
letter from Mr. Fawkner, desiring that some the 1st November, 1859, on "hich the police mamember of the Divorce Committee would inform gistrate had been absent from duty; and further,
the House that he was incapacitated by illness whether the Estimates about to be submitted
to the House for 1860 contained any provision
from attending.
for a police magistrate at Kyneton.
PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.

TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY.
Mr. FELLOWS laid upon the table certain
Mr. COPPIN gave notice that on Wednesday
orders in Council under the Gold-fields Act, the
minutes and proceedings of the Board of Agri- next he should asle leave to bring in a Bill for the
culture for the last session, returns of the purpose of simplifying the laws relating to the
Friendly Societies for 1858, and the Registration transfer and incumbrance of freehold and other
interests in land.
of Parliamentary Electors.
THE GEODETIC SURVEY.

THE DEFENCES OF THE COLONY.

Mr. URQUHART gave notice that on that
day week he should ask the hon. member representing the Government, whether he had any
objection to lay upon the table a return of all
land surveyed under the geodetic system, from
the 1st January, 1859, up to the present date;
and what expense, if any, had bcen incurred
therein.

Mr. URQUHART gave notice that on that day
week he should move that an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor, praying
that there might be laid upon the table of the
House copies of all correspondence that had
taken place between the Imperial Government
and the Government of this colony relative to
the defences_of the colony.
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THE VICTORIAN ItANSARD.

ACCOUNTS OF THE SEWERAGE AND
COMMISSION.

WATER

Captain CO LE gave notice that on the following day he should ask the Government when,
according to the tePIllS of the 16th Vict., No. 39,
there would be laid upon the table of the Council
the accounts of the Sewerage and Water Commission.
Mr. FELLOWS stated that it would be done
at the next meeting of the Council.
EDUCATION BILL.

Mr FELLOWS, pursuant to notice, asked
lea.ve to bring in a Bill, to be intituled "An Act
for the Education of the People," ami in doing
-so he said that he did not then propose to go at
.any great length into the Bill, which was almost
now ready for circulation amongst hon.
members, but he merely purposed giving a
general outline of what its provisions would
be.
It proposed to do away with the
two Boards at present in existence, and in
their place to establish one general Board, to be
;styled the Board of Education. The principle on
which the schools were to be managed would be
local, and they would be supported by rates, to be
leTied within the districts to which the schools
belonged, the amount of rates to be fixed by the
local managers. The powers to be vested in the
Board would be but very trifling. It would have
to regulate what assistance was to be given to a
1Ichool, the salaries that the teachers were to receive, what classification they would come under,
.&c. Beyond that, it would have but little to do.
The Board would be an unpaid one, and would be
.a>mposed of persons who would hold their seats
.at it e.c officio. The expense of it would be very
little; indeed, it was considered that the whole
>of the staff would not cost more than
.£] ,500 per annum.
In those portions of
the country which, from the paucity of
inhabitants, could not well be formed
into districts, it was intended to establish
public schools, subject to all the provisions that
those were under in fixed districts, with the exception of the levying of rates. Such schools
would have their local subscriptions supplemented
by aid from the Government. There would be a
certain number of inspectors, to whom would be
allotted the supervision of a certain number of
districts. The system of education proposed to
be established would be almost exclUSIvely secular. Any religious instruction would be optional
with the parents or guardians, and the attempt
to interfere with the religion of the scholars ill
any way, except when authorised by the parents
or guardIans, would subject the offender to severe punishment. Education was to be made
compulsory. Children over and under certJ\in
ages-say from 7 to 14, or as might be hereafter
determined-would be compelled to attend school,
if they resided within a certain distance from
one. In order, however, to do away with
any difficulty that might be raised by p,ersons
who were unable to pay for their children's
education, it was intended that the teaching of
mere reading and writing should be gratuitous.
The hon. member having observed that the above
was a sufficient outline of the 'general principles
of the Bill, and that there was hardly any necessity for him to say more upon the subject then,
rcsumed his scat.

I.

Mr. HERVEY had heo.rd with grea.t pleuure
the proposed scheme for a na.tional system of
education emanating from the hon. member; but
he desired to call the attention of the learned
gentleman to the fact that another hon. member, who held a seat in another House had
avowed his intention of bringing in a Bill there.
Now, would it be advisable that these two
measure8, introduced in different places, should
be proceeded with simultaneously or would it
not be better that one of them should be dropped ?
This Bill was certainl>" different from that proposed by Mr. Michie, masmuch as it m~e education compulsory, but it nevE"rtheless possessed
many fea.tures that were similar. There was
another point also that he would allude to, viz..,
that there were certain taxing clauses in the Bill
which, he thought, that House would not be
competent to discuss.
Mr. FELLOWS begged leave to state that all
the clause~ relating to taxation, in consequence
of the House being unable to deal with them,
had been printed in italics, instead of being left
blank, in order to make the whole Bill more
comprehensible to hon.
members.
With
regard to the other objection, if it was one,
he did not think it mattered who brought the
Bill forward, for whichever one was thought to
be the best could be gone on with, the other
being dropped, or they could both be amalgamated. There was another reason for going on
with the Bill in the fact that the other House
would take up a considerable time in discussing
the Land Bill, &c., and in the meantime they
might be proceeding with the education question .
The motion was then put, and Mr. Fellows
obtained leave to bring in the Bill. It was
then read a first time, and the second reading
was made an order of the day for the 8th December.
APPOINTMENT OF' JUSTICES AND POLICE MAGISTRATES BILL.-SECOND READING.

Mr. FELLOWS stated that having introduced
the above Bill in a different capacity to the positIOn he now held, he did not feel justified in
going on with it, and he therefore moved that
the order of the day be discharged.
The motion was assented to.
CUSTOMS

ACT

AMENDMENT
READING.

BILL.-SECOND

Mr.. MILLER, in like manner, be~ged leave to
move that thib order of the day be dIscharged.
Mr. FELLOWS thought that the~e was a.
little more in this matter than met the eye. The
Bill was not now before them, and he dId not
know where it was. Inquiries had been made
about it, but no traces of it could be found.
Irrespective of the courtesy that was due from
one Government to another, he thought that
that House, after the Bill had p~sed its fust
reading, was entitled to have it before them, and
that they ought to know wha.t had become of it.
He would therefore not agree to the order o.f the
day being discharged from the notice-paper, until
the House was informed where the Bill was.
That it had been in existence was known, from
inquiries that had been made in the Customs
Department.
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Mr. MILLER had no objection to give any
explanation that might be desired. He thought,
however, that the demand came somewhat
singularly from an hon. member who had just
made the same motion himself. (Mr. Fellows.I< There's my Bill on the table.") The fact, however, was, that the Bill was only brought in pro
formd, to give an opportunity for asserting the
privileges of the House, and it was never intendef
to go on with it, there being, in fact, no such Bill
in existence.
Mr. URQUHART did not think the explanation of the ex-Commissioner of Trade and
Customs satisfactory. He had heard of several
other Bills disappearing in a similar manner;
and he thought that the opinion of the House
should be expressed, that the work of gentlemen
who had been employed for weeks and months
together by the Government, in preparing measures for legislation, should not be quietly
shelved.
The motion was then put and carried.

nesday, Thursday and Friday, in each week, be
the days on which the Assembly shall meet for
the despatch of business during the present session, and that 4 o'clock be the hour of meeting
on each day.
ROAD FROM MELBOURNE TO BRUNSWICK.

Mr. SINCLAIR gave notice that on the following day he would ask the hon. the President
of the Board of Land and Works what was the
intention of the Government, by stopping the
line of road from Melhourne to Brunswick by
fixing fencing across the line of street near the
Collingwood Stockade.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.

Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the
following day' he would move that on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Friday in each week, during th&
present session, the transaction of Government
business take precedence of all other business ..
THE MOUNT ALEXANDER RAILWAY.

Mr. SNODGRASS stated that on the following
Mr. FELLOWS moved that the House at its day he should ask the hon. the President of the
Board
of Land and Works if the Governmentrising do adjourn until Thursday, the 8th
December. He made the motion as there was had arrived at any decision with reference to the
but very little on the notice-paper before that proposed deviation of the Mount Alexander
Railway near Kyneton; and if it was the intendate.
tion of the Government to take immediate action
The motion was agreed to.
the subject by bringing in a Bill to authoupon
Mr. COPPIN having then moved that all the
business on the notic6-pape~ be postponed until rise such deVIation. .
the 8th December, the House rose at 20 minutes
MR. A. J. CARR.
to 4 o'clock, and adjourned until 3 o'clock .on
Mr. EBDEN presented a petition, signed by
Thursday, the 8th December.
Mr. A. J. Carr, late of Ballarat, praying for a
further investigation into the merits of his case~
with a view to its final settlement.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The petition was rilceived, and ordered to lie
The Speaker took the chair at 10 minutes past on the table of the House.
4 o'clock.
THE ADJOURNMENT.

ELEcrIONS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE.

The SPEAKER announced that the Hon. J.
D. Wood had been appointed a member of the
Elections Qualifications Committee.
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS.

Mr. SNODGRASS gave notice that on Tuesday he would move"That a Select Committee be appointed to
inquire into the laws affecting the registration
of electors, and the working of the system of
voting by ballot."

PRINTING COMMITTEE.

Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the following day he should move that the following
members form the Printing Committee during
thtl present session :-The hon. the Speaker, Mr.
Brooke, Mr. Horne, Mr. Snodgrass, Mr. Heales,
Mr. Verdon, Mr. Loader, Mr. Serjeant, and the
Mover; three to form a quorum.
STANDING ORDERS COMMI'lTEE.

Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the following day he should move that the following
members form the Select Committe on Standing
Orders :-The hon. the Speaker, the Chairman
ABOLITION OF STATE AID TO RELIGION.
of Committees, Mr. O'Shanassy, Mr. Duffy, Mr.
Mr. EMBLING sta.ted, with regard to a mo- Ebden, Mr. Wood, Mr. Keefer, and Mr. Barton;
tion made by hIm on this subject, that, as he three to form a quorum.
understood it was the intention of the GovernTHE TARIFF.
ment to bring in a Bill of precisely the same
Mr. EMBLING gave notice that on an early
nature 88 his motion, he did not purpose
day he should move that a Committee be appressing it.
pointed to inquire into and report upon the tariff
SUPREME COURT SITTINGS.
of this colony, with a view to its re-adjustment.
Mr. IRELAND gave notice, tha.t on the follow- such Committee to consist of
ing day he would move for leave to bring in a and with power to take evidence.
Bill to regulate the terms, sittings, and holidays
REFRESHMENT ROOMS COMMITTEE.
of the Supreme Court, and to make some proMr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the folvision for facilitat~ the business thereof.
lowing day he should moye that the following
BUSINESS OF THE SESSIOY.
members form the Refreshment Rooms ComMr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the fol- mittee of the Assembly:-Mr. Everard, Mr.
lowing day he should move that Tuesday, Wed- Aspinall, Mr. Wilkie, Mr. Home, and Mr. Carr.
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with power to confer with the Committee of the a.nd it was not necessary to have the business of
Legislative Council.
the country stopped for one hour in each evening.
EXPLANATION.
After some little discussion,
Mr. PYKE, by permission of the House, rose
Mr. SNODGRASS gave notice, that on th&
to explain what he considered a misapprehension following
day he would move that the hour f,)r
on the part of the hon. member for Mandurang.
be from 6 to 7 o'clock on each
That hon. gentlemau had withdrawn a motion refreshment
evening.
standing in his name, for the a.ppointment of a
MAP OF VICTORIA.
Committee to inquire into the working of the
Gold-fields Act, under the impression that such a
Pursuant to notice, Mr. DUFFY Mked the
course would not meet with the approval of the hon. the President of the Board of Land and
Government. He (Mr. Pyke) could assure the Works, whether he had any objection to lay on
hon. member that the Government, so far from the table a map of Victoria, showing the land
offering any obstruction, would be most happy to sold to the public, sold as pre-emptive rights,
render any assistance in their power.
and granted for public purposes; each class inMr. CARPENTER said that on the previous dicated by a separate tint? He believed that such
evening he supposed tha.t the Government in- a map could be made at very small cost, and that
tended to introduce a motion similar to his own, it would be found of very great convenience to
and he had, therefore, withdra.wn it. He wa.s members 0f the House. He had, whilst in office,
most anxious that a Committee should be ap- a map of one district made. He trusted that the
pointed, as, in his opinion, that was the only head of the Land and Works Department would
way of dealing with the question. He would not object to the request he had made.
therefore give notice that on the following
Mr. SERVICE said that there was at the
day he would move, that in the opinion of present time in course of preparation a map
that House it was desirable that the present showing the total quantity and state of the land
Gold-fields Act be revised. Contingent on sold, the land surveyed, the extent of land leased
the same being carried, to move that a Com- as runs, the land already occupied, lands
mittee be appointed, consisting of the hon. the known to be auriferous, lands occupied as preAttorney-General, the hon. the Collector of Cus- emptive ri~hts, and lands in intermediate and
toms, the hon. the Postmaster-General, Mr. unsettled districts. That map would, he believed,
O'Shanassy, Mr. Woods,· Mr. Humffray, Mr. be ready to lay before the HonseJ>revious to th&
Keefer, Mr. M'Lellan, Mr. Serjeant, and the second reading of the Ministerial Land Bill.
mover, with power to collect evidence and sumSUPPLY OF WATER TO BALLARAT.
mon witnesses; three to form a quorum.
PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS COMMITTEE.
The following motion, standing in the name of
Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the the hon. member Mr. Serjeant, lapsed :following day he would move that the following
H To ask the hon. the President of the Board
members form the Parliament Buildi~s Com- of Land and Works, if Captain Pasley and Mr.
mittee of the Assembly :-The hon. the Speaker, J ackson, or either of them, had furnished the
Mr. Brooke, Mr. Horne, Mr. Ebden, and Mr. Government with a report of a scheme for the
Gavan Duffy, with power to confer with the Com- supply of water to Bll.llarat and Geelong; and
(contingent upon the foregoing question being
mittee of the Legislative Council.
answered in the affirmative) if the Government
LIBRARY COMMITTEE.
had any objection to lay such report on the table
Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that on the fol- of the House."
lowing day he should move that the following
mem bers form the Library Committee of the
COST OF FENCING.
Assembly during the present' session, with power
Mr. DUFFY asked the hon. the President
to confer with the Committee of the Legislative
Council :-The hon. the Speaker, Mr. Caldwell, of the Board of Land and Works whether
he had any objection to furnish a return of
Dr. Evans, Mr. Keefer, and Mr. Lock.
the price per rod paid for post-and-rail fencing
MUNICIPAL REFORM BILL.
in 1858 and 1859 by the department of Roads
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN gave notice that on the and Bridges and the department of Public
following day he should ask the hon. the Works? such return to specIfy the localities,
Attorney-General-Whether a. draft Municipal and to be a return of fencing done within
Reform Bill, said to have been prepared by the municipal boundaries.
Mr. SERVICE had no ob~ection whatever to
late Government, in comrliance WIth the suggestioD8 of the Municipa Conferences held in afford the information requIred by the hon.
member.
Melbourne in 1856 and 1858, was in the Ia.w
offices. And, if not, whether it was the intention
REFUSAL OF PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHT.
of the present Government to bring into ParliaMr. DUFFY, pnrsuant to notice, asked the
ment such a Bill; and if so, at what time.
hon. the President of the Board of Land a.nd
REFRESHMENTS.
Works-Whether a pre-emptive right was refused
Mr. HORNE stated that he had been re- to Mr. Twomy, of Mount Rouse; and if so, why?
quested to again bring under the notice of the Whether the land upon his station was offered for
House the question of having an hour a.ppointed sale at an upset price of 3Os. per acre; and whether
for hon. membel'i to retire for refreshment. He such upset price was more than the average in
might state that he was opposed to such an the district; and if so, why it was paid at that
a.rrangement, as it involved a great loss of time, rate?

~OV.
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Mr. SERVICE, in answer, stated that the pr~
emptive right had been refused, as the land In
guestion formed part of the aboriginal ground.
The land was offered at 3Os. per acre, and was
not more than the average. All the circumstances
had occurred previous to~he present Government
taking office; but. in order to afford every information to the hon. member, he (Mr. Service)
had had a memorandum drawn up, and also a
lithographed plan, showing all the details.
• CHAIRMANSHIP OF COMMITI'EES.

Mr. ANDERSON ~ave notice that on tha following day he should move that the hon. member, Mr. Humffray, beelccted Chairman of Committees of that House.
Mr. SNODGRASS ga.ve notice that on the
following day he should move that the hon. member, Mr. Lalor, be appuinted Chairman of Committees of that House.
THE ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF BELFAST.

Mr. HOOD gave notice that on the following
day he should move"for leave to bring in a Bill to
alter the boundarif6 of the electoral district of
Belfast.
MINISTERIAL LAND BILL.

Pursuant to ll:)tice,
Mr. SERVIOE moved for leave to bring
in a Bill tQ regulate the sale of Crown
Lands. The hon. member then said,-Mr.
Speaker-Sir, I regret very much that it has
not fallen to t.ie lot of some hon. member who
is more able tlan I am to introduce a Bill of this
importance into the House, but at the same
time, I will simply say that I will yield to no
hon. member in a desire to see the question
satisfact.Jrily settled, so as to meet the wishes
of this House and of the country. Sir, I
believ" :t is not customary to enter in detail into
the . haracter of a Bill when introducin~ it
inf.o the House- there is, at the same tIme,
a practice which is understood; but on the
yesent occa.sion as the result will be specially
vf importance, t dare say the House will expect
that I should enter into some explanation, and
that I should give some particulars as to the
leading features of the Bill at this stage of the
considera.tion of this question. The leading
features of the Bill which I now introduce have
already been, to some extent, laid before the
public in the addresses of various members of the
Government to their constituents and have
more particularly appeared in the ;:;idress to his
constituents of the hon. the Attorney-General, at
Beechworth. The chief feature in the Ministerial Land Bill is that of free selection over all the waste lands of the
Crown in the colony for ap-icultural purposes; subject to certain conditIOns with respect
to lands not yet surveyed, and the special lands
which have acquired or may acquire a special
value. This Bill purposes to throw open the
entire waste lands of the Crown for selection
to those parties who may be desirous of settling
upon it for agriculturl.\l purposes; and, sir, with
respect to lands which are not at the present
time in the possession of settlers, or even those
which have not been surveyed for the purpose of sale-that even those should be
thrown open to parties desirous of settling there-

on. But in such cases there are certain
conditions annexed to the disposal of those lands
which are not annexed to others which have
been surveyed by the Government for the purpose of settlement. We propose to have all the
country land surveyed in sections of 320 acres
each, and that every purchaser shall have the
power of selecting an allotment for appropriation
at 110 uniform rate of 2Os. per acre, with certain
provisions which may be considered to encumber
the BIll, the object of which is to provide against
a rush of persons to one district when first it is
proclaimed, and the confusIOn which would necessarily occur when the land was first thrown open.
I say, with that exception there IS no restriction
upon any person from settling on the land
upon payment of the sum of 208. per acre;
and that every facility shall be afforded
him. we intend to establish deferred payments
by a system of leasing, which will neither pla<'e
the tenant at the mercy of the State, nor the
State at the mercy of the tenant. It is provided
that no man shall be allowed to take up
less than an 8O-acre section, but he shall be
allowed to purchase one-fourth on payment for
20 acres-all these sections are subdivided into
four parts-and that any person requinng to
purchase, and who is a bona fide purchaser shall
have the option of stating whether he desires
to lease the remaining three portions of
the allotment for a period of not less
than five or more than ten years, at a rental of
not more than 2s. per acre, with the o~tion of
renting one, two, or three other subdiVIsions at
the same time he purchases one subdivision ; 80
that the principle of the bill is simply this :-Any
person possessmg £20 may have the opportunity
of securing a farm, to the extent of 20 acres,-a
farm which, if he chooses to rent the remainder
of the allotment, will be a farm of 80 acres; and
the same principle applies to sections of larger
description. By adopting this principle, it seems
to us that we shall, under any contingency,
prevent the possibility of parties settling upon
the land coming into collision with the
State; that is to say, that if, after a
bad harvest, any person taking up 80 acres were
to find himself unable to purchase the remainder,
he would not forfeit the 20 acres he had pa.id for,
as tha.t would remain freehold property. With
a view to secure the actual settlement of the
lands-the great object of this Bill-the facilities
we propose to grant will be hedged round with
certain conditions of settlement. If a man comes
to the Government and says : " I want a certain
portion of land for settlement," he will have it
upon those terms, but the Government will take
care that he uses the land for the purposes
only for which it is ~anted. Also, that
no person Within a limited period will be
allowed to secure more than 320 acres.
There is another feature in the Bill which is
somewhat a novel one, but which ought to meet
the approbation of the country, because it is introduced for the purpose of securing that which
is the great object of thp Bill-the settlement of
the country. I refer now to the proposal of the
Government to impose a tax of 58. per acre upon
allland8 alienated from the Crown, and wliich
are not cultivated in accordance with the conditions of the grant. (" Oh, oh:') The tax which is
proposed to be imposed will not be a revenue tax,
R
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the House will accept this ~ an earnest of the
intentions and good faith of the Government. I
know that it has been said out of doors that
there is a desire to meet this measure in a spirit
of faction. (Cries of "No, no.") I do not believe this at all, and I hope the lIouse will meet
it with a desire to pass it, if they can do so with
justice to' the country. (Hear, hear., I believe
that is the opinion of the House, knowing, as I
do, that the Government have come forward
honestly, with a desire to have this question settled, inasmuch as it has not only
stood in the way of all legislation, but
if this Bill is not passed speedily we
ma.y give up aa idea of passing any Bill whatever, as the lands are speedily passing away
from the people. I say that unless this Bill is
ili~~.
.
passed in an earnest spirit, the House may give
Mr. LOADER. -A retrospective tax?
. up all hopes of passing any Bill whatever. Since
Mr. SERVICE.-I say thIS tu is not intended. the pre!!ent Government have come into offiee, I
to be retrospective; it will be prospective; and I have withdrawn a conliiderable ~uantity of
think those hon. gentlemen who are laughing country lands. I have done so on petItions which
fihould have learned the distinction between e:x: post I have received from seV6IM persons in different
facto and prospective ar'rangements. I say that parts of the country, who represented to me that
when any partIes have had the land granted to the lands so put up for sale tomprised the entire
them under certain conditions, it is not right to remainder of the land in their districts, the best
impose these fines upon them, and the Govern- agricultural lands. Under these circumstances,
ment are Dot prepared to come down with any and seeing that the revenue di~ not require the
such measure, even against the much-despised sales, I gave orders to have them withdrawn, in
squatters. All we can do is to endeavour to order that thosep!l.rties might ha~ an opportunity
prevent for the future the evils of the past. of rescuing the lands in their oVIl districts from
If there be an earnest desire on the part of the grasp of speculators, or, if ~he country will
the country-as I believe there is-and on the have it, of squatters. I beg, t~refore, to say.,
:pa.rt of the membeIS of this House-and I: that in dealing with this questi<n the Governwill give them full credit for possessing this desire ment are earnest in their wishes to meet the re-then this penal tax cannot be objected to. If a i quirements of the conntry, and I t'Unk the main
~an cultiv.ates. the .land according to the condi- features of the Bill must in general Mcord with
tions of thIS Bill, thiS tax would not operate i but· the wishes of the House. I wish to state partiif he takes the land, subject to these conditIons cularly, that the Government will not refuse to
and neglects to abide by them, they would be ~' avail themselves of the assistance of any memdead letter, unless we take means to enforce bers of the Ho~se, ~ut will earne~tly det.ire it, so
them; and it has been proposed, as the best: as to make thIS Bill as symmetncal and ~rfect
mode of enforcing them, to impose this penalty. : as possible, as to the machinery with which it is
There is another feature in this Bill, and that is . intended to carry it out. I repeat, tl\tat
the granting of commonage. The Government the Government will not show any ind''!are prepared to proclaim commonage around all position to receive suggestions from hon.
gold-fields, around all towns, and in places for· members, on the contrary, they will accept them
agricultural purp<>aes. Ample provision has been in the most kindly spirit: but with respect to' the
made for that. There are a number of other main features of the Bill the Government are
'provisions-such as for general licences and: prepared to stand by them/ and they do so under
water-courses, &C. Having thus indicated , the sure conviction that tne House will approve
the leading features of the Bill with- : of them. I may simply state, that the Bill is
out going into details, I may s~ that already printed, and will shortly be in the hands
the Government are perfectly satisfied that of hon. members; it will be, with other papers-l
this Bill is one which will fully meet the require- laid on the table of the House to-morrow, and i
ments of the country. It will meet the views of hope to move the second reading of the Bill next
thu&e who are desirous of settling down for the week, as we are desirous to press on this measure
-purposes of cultivation, and will be found to as rapidly as possible. It is not desirable to take
})r?'Yide for t~e growing wanb of the country. If any steps with respect to the policy the GovernthIS measure IS passed, there \\ 111 be-no pretext on ment will pursue in order to realise the
the part of the man of most humble means to amount of money required for revenue
'say that he cannot have access to the lands of purposes, until something is known of the wishes
the country j but not only will this meet the of the House in this respect. As to the estimate of
wants of the country, but we entertain the con- revenue to be derived from the sale of lands, it
·viction-a deep and earnest one-that it will be is considei'ably less than the estimate made for
acoe:pted by the countl1, anti also a thorou~h the last few years; and I have no hesitation in
conVIctIon that the roam features of this Bill saying, 'Wheth~r this Bill pass or not, that the
will meet with the approbation of the hon. estimate ought to be reduced; for the lands
members of this House, and it ought to meet during the last two years have been forced. upon
with their approbation. I will add that the Go- the country, and neither with respect to the
vernment nave made iheir financial arrange- town or country lands has the dema.nd been equal
ments with respect to this Bill; and, at any rate, to the supply. The sale of lands for-that purpose

but a penal tax. The object of it is simply to secure
the provisions of the Bill being carried out-that
tne land shall not be bought up for speculative
purposes, but that perBons desirous of having land
I'hall use it for the purposes for which the country desires to part with it. Hitherto the great
difficulty in the settlement of the lands has been
that capitalists have steadily purchased the land
for purely speculative purposes, and that there
has been no possible means of preventing those
speculators from exercising a monopoly. I affirm
myself most unhesitatingly, that if it be the honest and earnest wish of the country that the land
shall not in future be bought up for speculative
purposes, but for cultivation, in order to produce:
the greatest advantage to the country at large,
then I say that they cannot refuse to accede to :
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is therefore, a perfect waste. (Hear, hear.)
The O:overnmen~ are exceedingly anxious to
a\oSOOriain the feeJings of the HQuse with respect
to thill measure, in order tha.~ 'he monthly Ila.l~
of la.nd which Plus~ take place to secure the
revenue for 1860 shall be decided upon. With
these reml'l'ks, sir, I simply move for leave to
briQ.i i~ a ~ill to regulate the sale of Crown
lands.
)Jr. WOOD seoonded the motIOn
Mr. LOADER would ask the hon. the ComPlissioner of Lands and S1,lFVey to supplement his
fltatements b.~ some explanations on points of the
Bill to which he had not referred, and concerning
which hon. members could have no information
un~U the Bill WIUl laid on the table of the House.
He wished to ask whether there W&l'! any provision for the abolition of the auction system, and
for the total cessa.tion of the pastoral tena.ncy in
1861. These points had not been touched
upon.
Mr. SEll-VICE said it was not advisable at
that period to enter into the details of the Bill,
but he might state, in repl, to the hon. member,
that it contained no provlSIOns for the cessation
of the squatters' occupancy in 1861. It W!\8 the
9pinion of the Government, and, he believed
also the opinion of the House t that the rights of
the squatters must be dealt WIth in Rnother Bill.
The present measure, as indicated in the addresses of the rr.embers of the Administration!
WaIJ to regulate the sale of Crown lands, and
the question of the occupation of the land by
pastoral tenants was to be referred to a
Seleot Committee, which' would, he presumed,
take evidence for the purpose of determining the
beat method of deahng with those lands. The
Government wished to separate the question of
the sale of Crown lands from thllot of their occup~tio1'l. He believed that the two subjects could
be dealt with more rapidly and more satisfactorily separately, than when combined in one
BlD. It was mtended to abolish the auction system, except 88 regarded lands possessing special
value.
Mr. LOADER.-Am I to understand by that
that the auction system will be confined to town
lot/! ?
Mr. SERVICE.-It was proposed to leave
town lots to be Bold by auction, and also country
lo~ which had acquired a specia.l value, such as
those within a certain number of miles of a town
or of a ra.ilway, or perhaps of the River MUlT&l'
The arrangement in respect to free selection 10
that particular was 88 liberal as the hon. member
himself oould wish and he (Mr. Service) could
assure him that there WlU! no intention of extending these lands to which a special value was
a.ttached, for the pU!POse of defeating the professed objects of the Bill. It was the inten tion of the
Government to give free selection, and the auction-system would bA strictly confi.ned to those
lands which had acquired a special value.
Mr. O'SIIAN ASSY said he had not intended
to make any observation at that stag-e of the
Bill, but he wished to ask the hon. the Commissioner of Landa a.nd Survey one question. Was
the tax of 58. per acre, whIch it was rroposed w
place on waste lands, to be a. specia. tax, to be
applied to the purpose. of revenue!
Mr. SERVICE.-The tax is a. penal one, and
not for the purpose of revenue, but, like all
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ether penal ta.xes, it will go to the general
revenue of the country.
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN wished to know whether
free selection was to embrace the remote land8
of the colony, such as those occupied by the
squatters.. or whether the runs were not to be
dealt witn until 1861.
.
Mr. SERVICE.-It. was intended to survey
the whole of the lands Qf the colony as rapidly ~
possible, but if a.ny persons were desirous of
going beyond the surveys they could, in parties
CIf not less than four, select a. block of land not.
smaller than two square miles in any part of the
colony they_ chose, or upon any squatter's run.
Mr. DUFFY understood from the previous
statements of the members of the Government
thllot one condition of occupation was fencing in
thlland. He wished to know whether there was
any provision in the Bill as to the kind of improvements which were to be erected on the
la.nd, and whether they were to be th",t of
fencing in.
Mr. SERVICE did not expect that the House
would, at tha.t time, go into a discussion on the
details of the Bill. He would, however, inform
the hon. member that there were provisions On
the subject to which he referred, and that the
Government intended to retain the provision,
which would compel the land to be fenced in.
The Bill would soon be in the hll.nds of hon.
members, and it would he found that no alteration had been ma.de in it from the period when
the hon. the A.ttorney-General addressed his
constituency.
Mr. IRELAND would like to know whether
free selection was to be at a. uniform price, or at
a valuation.
Mr. SERVICE.- At a unifonn price. The
Attorney-General, in his address, s~ted th.t
there were some differences of opinion as to
minor ma.tters, but the only question on which
there was any difference of opinion was that of
val~ation; and in respect to that the AttorneyGeneral had reserved to himself the right of
moving an amendment when the House went
into Committee on the Bill, to substitute a valuation for a uniform price.
Mr. BROOKE asked whether a. Bill/lacing a
tax on the lands of the co~ntry shoul not oriJZinate in Committee, it being in reality a money
Bill.
Mr. SERVICE.-I stated distinctly that the
tax was to be penal.
Mr. BROOKE.-I addressed myself to the
Speaker.
The SPEAKER.-The Bill is not yet before
the House, a.nd it is inlpossible for me to say
whether it should originate in Committee or not.
Mr. BNODGRASS considered that the Bill
was one providing for the sale of Crown lands
and ought, therefOIe, to originate in Committee:
He did not intend on tha.t occasion to discuss the
principles of the Bill, but believed that it would
be rejected by a large majority of the House.
He would remind the Chief Secretary of the
position he had taken up, namely, that he would
not resign although defeated on any particular
measure. Hon. members who might differ with
the Government on the Land question would
consequently have less hesitation in voting against
them when this Bill ~me before the House.
Free selection at a uniform price could not be
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Mr. NICHOLBON said the principle of decarried out, as land in every part of the country
acquired an exceptional value from very trifling ferred payments was to apply to lands both inside
circumstances, such as proximity to water or to a and outside the areas. Re would suggest to the
road. He attributed the Land Bill proposed by hon. member the propriety of waiting until the
the Government to their extreme igr..orance on following day, when he would have the Bill
the Land question. (A laugh.) He would ask placed in his ha.nds) as it was evident from his
whether the lands which persons had pur- speech that he was unacquainted with its provichased and paid a high price for, were to sions, and basl:d his remarks on mere supposibecome valueless in the market, merely be- tions.
Mr. JOHNSON thought the hon. the Commiscause the Ministry, in order to obtain
their seats, had thought fit to yield to the views sioner of Lands and Survey had only himself to
of those members of the House who formed the blame for the waste of time which had occurred.
society called the Convention. He was con- He had taken an unusual course in making these
vinced that neither the House nor the country explanations when introducing a Bill.
Mr. BROOKE pressed for an answer to his
would acc~pt the_principles laid down in the Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST inquired what arrange- question whether the Bill should not originate in
ments would be made for commonages in those Committee, and quoted H May" and the Standing
townships where the surrounding lands had been Orders of the House to show that money Bills
sold, as was the case in the district he repre- ought to originate in Committee, and that unless
they did so all subsequent action on them would
sented.
Mr. SERVICE said, it was a most unusual be void.
course, to catechise a member when introducing
The SPEAKER said that a Bill imposing a
a Bill to the House. The discussion ought to be penal tax might originate in the House, but if it
raised on the second reading. In answer to the were a tax merely for the purposes of revenue,
question of the hon. member, the Government then it must originate in Committee. He thought
had made ample provision for commonage, but it was a great waste of time to discuss that questhey certainly aid not contemplate purchasing tion when the Bill was not before the House.
(Hear, hear.)
land for the ~urpose of creating commonage.
Mr. BARTON wished to ask the hon. member
The question was then put, and passed, and
Mr. Service and Mr. Wood brought up the Bill,
a qtlestion.
The SPEAKER said it was most unusual to which was read for the first time.
enter into the merits of a Bill which was in
Mr. SERVICE moved that the Bill be printed,
course of printing, and which was not yet laid on and read a second time on Friday week.
Mr.O'SHANASSY, while sympathising with
the table of the House.
Mr. BARTON would ask the permission of the the wish (;f the Government to have the Bill
brought before the House as speedily as possible,
House to put his question.
Mr. MICHIE rose to order. It appeared to in order that the amount of revenue to be dehim that the hon. member was replying upon rived from land during the ensuing year might be
the Chair. The course taken by hon. members ascertaine(', yet thought that sufficient time
was most unusual, and as he believed it was the should be given to the country to express an
intention of the House to allow the hon. the opinion on the merits of the proposed meae;ure.
Commissioner of Lands and Survey to introduce They had nothing before them as yet but. the
hIs Bill, the discussion was only a waste of tune.
general statement of the Government. The Bill
The SPEAKER.-The hon. member for North would affect portions of the population resident
lIelbourne had a right to address the House if in remote districts of the colony, and it was adhe chose, although a discussion on the motion visable that public opinion should be pronounced
for the first readin~ of a Bill was unusual. The prior to its second reading, so that petitions and
hon. member who mtroduced the Bill had only a protests might not come pouring in after the Bill
right to speak once, and could not be permitted had gone through its subsequent stages, as was
to answer questions.
the case with the previous measure.
Mr. BARTON thought he was justified in
Mr. SERVICE had no objection to postpone
putting his question to the hon. member, inas- the second reading of the Bill until that day
much as his statement, in introducing the Bill, fortnight.
did not touch on several points of importance.
MINING COMMISSION REPORTS.
The provisions of the BIll, as laid down by
Mr. CARPENTER, pursuant to noltice,
the hon. the Commissioner of Lands and
Survey in his speech, with one or two movedexceptions, came up to the Convention doctrine.
"That a copy of the Mining Commissioners'
It partook of the character the Ministry had Report be laid on the table of the House."
clauned for themselves- H it was a broad-botAfter a discussion,
tomed Bill," almost as broad-bottomed as the
Mr. CARPENTER withdrew his motion.
Ministry. He noticed, however, that the questions put to the hon. member proposing the Bill
MOTION FOR SUPPLY.
had had the effect of narrowing it down, and it
Mr. M'CULLOCH moved the House into
was important that it should not go to the
country on false pretences. He wished to know Committee, for the purpose of considering a mowhether the fencmg-in of the land was to be the tion for supply, and that Mr. Duffy take the
improvement which would avoid the tax of 5s. chair.
Mr. PYKE seconded.
per acre, and also whether deferred payments
Mr. DUFFY had no objection to take the
were to refer to those lands within the areas as
well as outside them; otherwise, the :;:ystem chair, but thought it would be better to appoilllt a
regular Chairman of Committees.
would only benefit the capitalist.
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Mr. SNODGRASS remarked that he had been
requested to take the chair.
Mr. M'CULLOCH had looked round, but had
not seen the hon. member in his place, and therefore concluded he was absent. He would move
that Mr. Snodgrass take the chair.
The House then went into Committee, Mr.
Snodgrass being in the chair.
The portion of the Governor's Speech relating
to supply having been read,
Mr. M'CULLOCH moved that supplies be
granted to Her Majesty.

Mr. PYKE seconded.
The question was put, and passed.
Mr. M'CULLOCH then moved that the Chairman report the resolution to the House.
The House resumed, and
The CHAIRMAN reported the resolution that
supply be granted to Her Majesty.
The SPEAKER put the question, which wa.s
agreed to.
The House adjourned at a few minutes to 6
o'clock.

TWELFTH DAY, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1,
The SPEAKER took the chair at 10 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
REPORTS.

The SPEAKER laid on the table of the
House the following documents :-Crown Lands
Sales Bill; Criminal Statistics, No. 23; Report
of Commissioners of National Education, No.
17; Health Officer's Report, No. 25.
PETITION.
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total amount of export duty on ,gold up to the
present time. The total expenditure incurred in
the management of the gold-fields, and showing
the cost of managing each gold-field from its commencement up to the present date. The total
expenditure on public works for each mining distrIct. The number of Government officials employed on each gold-field at the present time,
designating the duties of each.

MELBOURNE CEMETERY.
The SPEAKER announced that he had received a petition from the Mayor and CorporaMr. SINCLAIR gave notice that on the foltion of the city of Melbourne praying for a re- lowing day he would ask the hon. the President
adjustment of the boundaries of the city.
of the Boar:! of Land and Works if any arrangement has been entered into between the GovernTHE DEBENTURES.
ment and the trustees for the Melbourne
Mr. O'SHANASSY gave notice that, on the General Cemetery obliging them to plant trees
following day, he would ask the hon. the Trea- on the east, north-east, and south-east sides of
surer if the Government forwarded any instruc- the Cemetery reserve, without the fence. If the
tions referring to the sale of DebentureR to the trustees are bound to erect a froP!lr fence of
Railway Loan Agents in London by the last mail ; stone, brick, or other materia on the east,
and if so, whether he has allY objection to fur- north-east and south-east sides of the Cemetery
nish copies to the House. If the hon. the Trea- reserve. i f the Government are aware that,
surer has been furnished, by the Railway unless it be properly fenced and planted on the
Department with an estimate, accurately compiled, sides named, certain land in Lygon and other
of the amount of money requisite for railway streets adjoining the Cemetery reserve will be
purposes for the year 1860; and if so, whether very considerably reduced in value. If the
he will lay the same on the table of the House Government or trustees intend, previously to
without delay.
the land in that district being sold to construct a barrel-drain or culvert from the CemeWEIGHTS AND MEASURES.
tery reserve to the Reilly-street drain.
Mr. VERDON gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he would ask the hon. the Commissioner of
PUBLIC EDUCATION.
Trade and Customs, if it is the intention of the
Mr. MICHIE gave notice that, on Tuesday,
Government to introduce a Bill to legalise the
he
would
move
that this House do resolve
use of the standard weights and measures at preitself into a Committee of the whole for the pursent in the colony; and if so, when.
pose of considering the following resolutions :That this House is of opinion that there should
INSOLVENT DEBTORS.
Mr. EBDEN gave notice that, on Tuesday, be a uniform system of public education
he would move for leave to bring in a Bill throughout the colony of Victoria. That such
to amend the laws relating to insolvent debtors. system should be administered by local boards
of management, with power to levy rates on land
GOLD DEPOSITS.
or bUlldings towards the maintenance of schools.
Mr. M'LELLAN gave notice that, on the follow- That a Bill be brought in for such purpose.
ing day, he would move for returns showing the
RAILWAY PLANT.
total amount of gold deposited in each year at the
Government Receiving-offices on the gold-fields
Mr. VERDON gave notice that, on Tuesday,
since the first establishment up to the present date. he would ask the hon. the President of the
The total amount of gold brought to Melbourne Board of Land and Works if he has any objection
by the Government escort during each year for to lay on the table of the House :-The contract
the mme period. The total amount of revenue made between the Government and Messrs.
derived from the gold-fields, showing iu each case Raleighs, Dauglish, White, and Co. for the imthe returns for each gold-field separately. The portatIOn of the railway plant. A statement
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showing the names of the vessels employed, the
dates of their departure from London and arrival
in Hobson's Bay, the quantity and description of
the goods conveyed in each ship, and the rates of
freight charged and paid for each shipment.
PETITION.

Mr. GRANT presented a petition from
Dunolly, asking for the total repeal of the Goldfields Act, the abolition of the present districts
under the jurisdiction of the Minmg Boards, and
the substitution of others, not exceeding 15
miles in circumference; the alteration of the
present leasing system, also the abolition of the
office of warden,~ the gold export duty, and sundry other changes. The petition concluded by
stating thaG the district of Avoca had not been
fairly used.
The petition was received.
THE CITY OF MELBOURNE.

Mr. LOADER gave notice that on the
following day he would move that the prayer
of the petition from the Mayor, aldermen.l, councillors, and citizens of the City
of l\1elhourne, praying that so much of the
Standing Orders as relate to the introduction
of Private Bills be suspended, in order to admit
the introduction of a Bill to adjust the bounda.ries of the City of Melbourne, a.nd to make
further provision for defining the wards thereof
be granted.
RAILWAY WORKS.

Mr. HEALES gave notice that on the following day he would move tha.t the hon. the President of the Board of Land and Works be requested to lay before Parliament, within 12 days
after the ~assing of this resolution, a full statement of tHe expenditure which the Board propose
to incur in the construction of Railway Works
during the ensuing 12 months; also a full and
detailed report of its proceedings under the
H Railway Act," and H Railway Loan Act," and
accounts of all moneys rect:ived and expended
under the said Acts to the 30th October, 1859.
RAILWAY MANAGEMENT.

Mr. DON gave notice that on the following
day he would ask the hon. the President of the
Board of Land and Works whether a Fpecial
train, consisting of an engine and first-class carriage, left the Spencer-street station between the
hours of 8 and 10 o'clock on the evening of the
9th of November last} contrary to the orders of the
station-master; and if so, by whose authority did
the parties who left in the said train use the property of the Government; and further, was the
ordinary notice that a special train was to follow
conveyed along the line by the latest ordinary
train; and why was the said special train not accompanied as usual, by the break-van, guard
and signal-lamps, as provided for in the genera.i
orders issued to all the servants of the Government engaged in the performance of such duties
in the department of Railways.

[SESSION
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Mr. GRANT preIJented a petition from certl!.in
miners at Mount Moliagul against the leasing
system. Also, from Mr. a.nd Mrs. Davitt, prayillg
the House to inquire into the circumstances of
their dismissal from their situations under the
~ational School Board.
SOUTH BOURKE.

Mr. L. L. SMITH gave notice that on the following day he would move for a return of all
moneys deIived from the sale of Crown lands in
each of the divisions of the district of South
Bourke, together with the a.mount of moneys
expended by the Government in the formation of
roads and public works in each of the separate
divisions of the sa.id district.
MOUNT ALEXANDER RAILWAY.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that on Tuesday
he would move that a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the ongin, conditions,
and result, so far, of the contract for the Mount
Alexa.nder and Murray River Railway; to ascertain whether the contracting parties have observed the conditions of said contract; whether
parties legally disqualified from participating in
such contract are free from such participation;
to examine witnesses, receive evidence, and generally to take cognisance of all matters affecting
said contract, and to report thereon to this House
the result of their investigations; the Committee
to consist of the following members :-Mr.
Michie, Mr. Houston, Mr. Loader, Mr. Sinclalr,
Mr. M'Lellan, Mr. Reid, Mr.O'8hao8&'Iy, Mr.
Horne, and the mover.
LIEN LAW.

Mr. G. M. STEPHEN gave notice that on
he would move for leave to
Wednesday
bring ID a Bill for securing to workmen the due
payment of their wages by contractors, and to
gIVe to both a. lien on the subject·matter of their
labour and contracts, and generally to extend the
law of lien in other cases.
THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

In reply to a question by Mr. Harker, Mr.
M'CULLOClI said the Estimates would be laid
on the table of the House the folIo \'ling day, and
he would m~e his statement on Tuesday.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE.

Mr. BROOKE, pursuant to notice, asked the
hon. the Treasurer whether he had any objection
to lay on the table of the House a return in
detail of the appropriation and expenditure of
£5,000 for salaries of staff, repairs to Government House, travelling and other expenses, nnder
Part l. of Schedule D. of the Constitution Act,
since tha.t Act came into operation.
Mr. MfCULLOCH said there would be no objection to lay the papers required on the table.
They would be ready for production on the following day.
FENCING AT COLLINGWOOD STOCKADE.

Mr. SINCLAIR, pursuant to notice, asked the
following question: - The hon. the President
PETITIONS.
of the Board of Land and Works what is
Mr. MICHIE presented a petition from the the intention of the Government by stopping the
inhabitants of Melbourne, in public IDtleting as- line of road from Melbourne to Brunswick by
sembled, praying for the abohtion of the 53rd fixing fencing across the line of street near the
clause of the Constitution Act.
Collingwood Stockade!"
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JUl'. SERVICE said he was not aware tha.t
any fencing had been put on the roa.d in question.
KYNETON DEVIATION.

1\Ir. SNODGRASS, pursuant to notice,'asked
the hone the President of the Board of Land and
Works if the Government have arrived at any
decision with reference to the proposed deviation
of the Mount Alexander Rail way near Kyneton;
and if it is the intention of the Government to
take immediate action upon the subject by bringin!Z: in a Bill to authorise such devia.tion ?
Mr. SERVICE, in reply to the question, said
tha.t the Government ha.d not decided upon the
deviation to Kyneton. They were, however,
quite aware of the importance of coming to a
decision, and no time would be lost in doing so.
CARLSRUHE-ROAD.

Mr. SNODGRASS, in pursuance of notice,
asked why the amount of appropriation for the
Mansfield and Carlsruhe road ha.d not been expended?
Mr. SERVICE said he believed the road the
hone member referred to was from Lancefield to
"Uarlsruhe. The contract for its construction was
"taken on the previous Friday.
MUNICIPAL REFORM.

Mr. G. M. STEPHEN, at the request of the
Attorney-General, postponed the following question, standing in his name, until Tuesday
'following :" Whether a draft Municipa.l Reform Bill, said
to ha.ve been prepared by the late Government,
in compliance with the suggestions of the municipa.l conferences held in Melbourne in 1856 and
1858, is in the La.w Offices; a.nd if not, whether
it is the intention of the present Government to
bring into Parliament such a Bill, and if so, at
what time."

MR.

UaVEYOR LANGFORD.

Mr. M'LELLAN, pursuant to notice, Dlol"ed
that C?P~es of the ~vi~ence and report of the
Comm18sIOn of Inqmry mto :'he manner in which
Mr. District Surveyor Langford has discharged
his duties at Ararat be laid on the table of this
House" He would simply remark that the conduct of the gentleman referred to had from time
to time been compln.ined of, and several very
grave charges were brought against him. A
Commission of Inquiry was appointed at the
request of a number of the inhabitants of Ararat
but the members of it were not considered fit
persons to deal with the matter, two of them
being paid officials of the Government. He believed that a report was drawn up, but no intimation of it had been furnished to the inha.bitants of the district, and it was not known whether
the charges were considered proved or not.
Mr. SERVICE said the Government lVoul.
ba.ve no objection to comply with the request
but there was one difficulty to which he woull
draw the attention of the hone member. The
evidence was of a very voluminous character.
and would require the attention of two clerks fo;
&" conside~able period t.o prepare it for publicatIOn, and It was a question whether at that jWlCture their services might not be better employed.
He would suggest to the hone member to confine
his motion to a copy of the report which would be
laid on the table of the House. He might state
that the Government had not yet decided whether or not they would take any action on the
report.
Mr. M'LELLAN said the people of the district
not being satisfied with the members of the c'ommission, the report would be of no use. If Mr.
Service would undertake to furnish the Municipal
CounCil of .Ararat with a copy of the evidence
he would withdraw his motion.
'
Mr. SERVICE would lay the documents on
the table of the House.

THE RAILWAY LOAN.

Mr. HARKER gave notice that on the following day he would move that the whole of the
correspondence between the late Government and
the six banks rell\tive to the railw8-Y loan be laid
on the table of the House.

THE DREDGE AT GEELONG.

Dr. THOMSON, pursuant to notice,
moved" That copies of the followingreports be laid on
the table of the House, viz. :--The last report of
Mr. Furnival, late Superintendent of dredging
GOLD-)'lELDS LEGISLATION.
operations at Gealong; all reports from Mr.
Mr. GRANT gave notice that on Thursday Burme since his appointment in charge of the
he would move that, pending further legislation Geelong Bar dredging operations; all reports
a.ft'ecting the gold-fields, it is the opinion of this from Mr. Wilson, engineer on the "new dredge."
House that no applications for leasing auriferous He said, that the dredge ba.d been lying idle at
a.lluvial ground should be entertained by the Geelong for the space of six months and he
Government.
requir~d some "elucidation o~ the my;tery. If
operatIOns had been actrvely carried on
ADJOURNMENT FOR REFRESHMENT.
the bar might by this time have been reHe believed that the DepartMr. SNODGRASS said that he on the previous moved.
evening gave notice of motion,relative to adjourn- ment of "Land a.nd Works was utterly
ment, but ha.d omitted to have it placed on the incompetent to carry out a.ny great work and
notice paper. If the House would allow him he that suoh could only be properly conducted ~hen
would move that it be a. sessiona.l order that the let by contract. His Excellency the Governor
House do a.djourn a.t 6 o'clock each evening for pro~ised six months ago, that steps should immedIately be taken to remove the obstruction
one hour. (Half-a.n-hour.)
Mr. HOR~E moved as an amendment, that but nothmg had been down, and he was con:
there. be no a.djournment except "on special vinced that if it was left to the Government the
work would not be finished in 16 years.
'
occasIons.
Mr. MICHIEsupportf\d the amendment.
Mr. SERVICE would "have much pleasure in
The amendment WoU! carried.
la.,ying the reports in question on the table of the
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House, confining them to the proceedings at hon. the Speaker, the Ohairman of Oommittees,
Mr. O'Shanassy, Mr. Gavan Duffy, Mr. Ebden,
Geelong.
Mr. Wood, Mr. Keefer, and Mr. Barton; three
SUPREME COURT SITrINGS.
Mr. IRELAND moved for leave to bring in a to form a quorum."
The motion was put and passed.
BIll to regulate the terms, sittings, and holidays
of the Supreme Court, and to make some proREFRESHMENT COMMITl'EE.
viRions for facilitating the bURiness thereof.
Mr. NIOHOLSON moved, pursuant to noMr. GRANT seconded the motion.
Leave was given, and the Bill was brought up, iceread a first time, and ordered to be printed. The . "That the following members form the Resecond reading was made an order of the day for freshment-rooms Oommittee of the Assembly:Mr. Everard, Mr. Aspinall, Mr. Wilkie, Mr.
~hursda.y next.
Home, and Mr. Oarr, with power to confer with
DAYS OF MEETI~.
the Oommittee of the Legislative Council."
Mr. NICHOLSOY movedThe motion was put and passed.
"That Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and
GOLD-FIELDS ACT.
Friday in each week, be the days on which the
Assembly shall meet for the despatch of business
The question standing in Mr. Oarpenter's
during the present session; and that 4 o'clock be name, having reference to a revision of the Goldfields Act, and the appointment of & Oommittee
the hour of meeting on each day."
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY moved, as an amendment, for that purpose, was postponed until Tuesday
next.
that the hour of meeting be 3 o'clock.
After some discussion, the original motion was
"PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE.
agreed to.
Mr. NIOHOLSON moved, pursua.nt to noticeMr. HEALES moved"That the following members form the Par"That no fresh business be taken after 10
liament Buildings Oommittee of the Assembly :o'clock."
The hon. the Speaker. Mr. Brooke, Mr. Home,
Mr. DUFFY suggested that the hon. member Mr. Ebden, and Mr. Gavan Duffy, with power
(Mr. Heales) should add to his motion the words to confer with the Committee of the Legislative
" with the exception of the adjourned business Council."
on the paper."
Mr. DUFFY suggested that, as the subject was
A long discussion ensued, after which,
The SP BAKER then put the motion in the one in which the Commissioner of Public Works
was
particularly concerned, his name should be
following form :added to the Oommittee. The business which
"That no fresh business be taken after 10 would be ordinarily transacted would require his
o'clock, with the exception of adjourned busi- presence.
ness."
Mr. NIOHOLSON had no objection to postThe House divided, and the motion was lost by pone the motion to the following Wednesday;
and the motion was accordingly postponed.
a majority of 43 to 23.
GOVERNMENT DAYS.

Mr. NICHOLSON moved, pursuant to notice:"That on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday
in each week during the present sesl!!ion the
transaction of Government business shall take
precedence of all other business."
Preceding Governments had been allowed
three days in the week, and now the Estimates
had yet to be passed at a late period of the
year.
The motion was put and passed.
PRINTING COMMITrEE.

Mr. NICHOLSON moved, pursuant to notice"That the following members do form the
Printing Committee during the present session :-The hon. the Speaker, Mr. Brooke, Mr.
Home, Mr. Snodgrass, Mr. Heales, Mr. Verdon,
Mr. Loader, Mr. Serjeant, and the mover; three
to form a quorum."
The motIOn was put and passed.
STANDING ORDERS COMMITrEE.

Mr. NICHOLSON moved, pursuant to notic&"That the following membel'l'l form the
Select Committee on Standing Orders :-The

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

Mr. NICHOLSONlIloved, pursuant to notice" That the following members form the Library
Committee of the Assembly during the present
session, with power to confer with the Committee
of the Legislative Oouncil :-The hon. the
Speaker, Mr.Oaldwell, Dr. Evans, Mr. Keefer,
and Mr. Lock."
The motion was put and passed.
CHA TRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. ANDERSON moved, pursuant to noticeH That Mr. Humffray be appointed Ohairman of
Committees of this House."
In doing so, he might be allowed to express his conviction that Mr. Humtfray was
clearly qualified to fill with credit that high
office.
His experience, not only during
the existence of this Assembly, but also as
a member of the old Le~slative Oouncil, had
given him an amount of mformation as to the
rules of the House and the order of debate,
which was essentially necessary to a Chairman of
Committees. Those who were acquainted with
him could speak to the judgment and discretion
which he had always exercisedJ and if the House
were satisfied to appoint him he (Mr. Anderson)
felt sure their selection would be a good one, and
that Mr. Humffray would be found to confer

DEC.

1, 1859.J

SECO~D

129

PARLIAMENT.

honour upon himself, and would do credit to the
choice of the House.
Mr. HARKER having been present with
Mr. Humffray during the last three sessions,
could join in the opinions expressed by the last
speaker. Those who had seen Mr. Humffray's
conduct in the House would concur in saying
that he possessed special qualifications for the
office he sought to occupy.
The SPEAKER then put the question,
Upon which a division was called for.
Mr. G. M. STEPH"EN moved H That this election be taken by ballot." (La.ughter.)
The SPEAKER ruled that such a course of
proceeding was out of order.
The House then divided, with the following
result, the original motion being negatived by a
majority of 35 to 24.
Mr. SNODGRASS then moved-"That Mr. Lalor be ap,pointed Chairman of
Committees of this House. '
He trusted in doing so that the fact of that gentlema,n being nominated second would not affect
his position as a candidate for the office. No
one) he felt sure, would feel that to be an objection. From his acquaintance with Mr. Lalor
during two sessions, he was fairly entitled to form
some opinion as to his merits. He would have
been quite ready to vote for the firRt·named
gentleman had he not promised to support Mr.
Lalor. On the score of difference in political opinion there would, he hoped, be no objection urged.
It must be considered that a Chairman of Committees was so tied down by his particular duties
that he had scarcely any opportunity of giving
expression to his opinions. That objection
could, therefore, have no weight; and he f'ntertained no doubt, if Mr. Lalor were elected, that
the House would have no occasion to regret his
a.ppointment.
Mr. WOOD seconded the motion.
Mr. BARTON, in rising to oppose the motion,
would preface his reasons for doing so by stating that, were he to vote for any hon. member
for that office, he sbould be inclined to support
the gentleman who had just been nominated, on
a.ccount of his experience and his qualifications
for such an office. But it appeared to him that
the question of his appointment directly involved
the payment of members. (H Oh oh," and
H Hear, hear.")
If he rightly understood the
IJlatter, it was proposed to pay that hon. gentleman for certain duties whIch he would have to
perform, and which were considered to be of such
service to the country as to require a special remuneration. It must be, then that the hon.
member had particular need of the salary to sup:
port him in his position. (H No, no.") He dId
not make the remark with any reference to Mr.
IJalor in particular, but to whatever member
might be asked to devote a portion of his time to
those duties, and who would be a salaried officer,
as the dutie'l of his office would prevent him from
occupying himself elsewhere. If tha.t were so,
it remained to be seen whether there were not
other hon. members who were equally withdrawn
from profitable occupations. If the House were
to be composed of members independent of any
remuneration, he could not see how any election

could properly be m~de for the performa.nce of
duties in the House because those duties were
rather more onerous than the rest.
Mr. NEWTON rose to a point of order. The
question before the House was not the payment
of membersl but whether Mr. Lalor was to be
appointed Chairman of Committees.
Mr. BARTON would support the motion if
Mr. Lalor were not to be paid. There were
duties to be performed by the Chairman of Committees dunng the day, as well as when the
House was sitting. The latter could be performed
by any experienced member (H No, no,") who
might be called upon. That had been done upon
several occasions, and the duty performed efficiently. As for the day duties, if they were performed by the same member he would undoubtedly be in a worse position than other hon.
members. But there were gentlemen in receiDt
of salaries, paid officers of the Houae, who miffht
perform the mere routine dutYl without electmg
officers flOm among the meml>ers. He opposed
the motion. and would do so until the guestlOn of
payment of members was settled, whicli he hoped
would be decided through a motion standing in
his name. He proposed that the motion be postponed. At the same time, he had no desire that
Mr. Lalor should be deprived of his chance upon
a future occasion, or be placed in a worse position
than before.
Mr. MICHIE said, that so far as he was
able to understand the observations of the
hon. member who had just sat down, the
whole of them were applied to an advocacy
of the voluntary principle, and so far had
not much connection with the question before
the House. In fact, the hon. member had
acted upon the principle of "a small piece of
bread with a considerable quantity of sack," as
laid down in Falstaff's celebrated speech. He
dId not intend to follow the hon. member in his
noble advocacy of the voluntary principle,
because, if there was anything in it,
it would include the honourable seat at
present held by the hon. the Speaker as much
as it would the seat of the hon. the Chairman of
Committees. (Hear, hear.) There was not one
single sentence which had fallen from the mouth
of the hon. member which would not include the
hon. the Speaker, unless that hon. gendeman
filled his present honourable position on the
voluntary principle, so that he (Mr. Michie)
thought he miKht dismiss at once that part of
the question. With respect to whether the office
of Chairman of Committees should be a salaried
olle or not, he was of opinion that it should be
accompanied with some remuneration, inasmnch
as the duties of the Chairman were not only those of
ordinary members, but were ofa nature of which the
hon. member for North Melbourne was utterly
ignorant. The lab')Ul'S of the Chairman of Committees occupied the hours of the ordinary
working day, and on that ground he (Mr. Michie)
was prepared to justify the vote he should give,
not merely for Mr. Lalor as an individual but as a.
paid officer.
Mr. BARTON.-As a Government clerk,
Mr. MICHIE would say that when any two candida.tes for an office were brought under the
notice of an individual, he rapidly dreW'
a comparison between them a.nd looked at
the general adaptability of each, and hIS general
S
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habits, and thus struck a balance. There were
two candidates at present before the House, and
he was prepared to strike the ba.lancefor himself,
and had done so by reserving his vote for Mr.
Lalor. He believed that that gentleman would
always be found most assiduous in the performance of his duties, and in his attendance at the
House, and would occupy the office of Chairman
in a manner satisfactory to the House.
Mr. WOOD would remind hon. members
that if they voted against Mr. Lalor, neither
he nor Mr. Humffray would be eligible for
re-nomination.
Unless hon. members considered that there was some other hon. gentleman more. eligible than either of the hon. members who had been nominated, he hoped they
would vote for the hon. member Mr. Lalor.
There were, no doubt, many hon. members who
were particula.rly adapted to fill the office of
Chairman-such, for example, as gentlemen
like his hon. friend the late Chairman, but he
had no hesitation in saying that the hon. member Mr. Lalor was a preferable man, as he had
been for several years a member of the Legislature, and had, as far as his (Mr. Wood's)
experience went, been most assiduous in
his attendance. He had also served on a
great many committees, and had proved himself most useful in other respects. He
(Mr. Wood) believed there was not another
hon. member so well adapted for the office as
the hon. member for South Grant. He considered that the House should not, on an occasion
like the present, take into consideration the political opinions of a candidate; but he might say
that the hon. member, Mr. Lalor, never held
any opinion that he did not hold with sincerity
and frankne8l'lt.~nd, consequently, he was entitled
to respect. with regard to the observations
which had been made by the hon. member
for North Melbourne, he would say that
he considered that they had been disposed
of by the hon. member for St. Kilda.
lIe would ask the House whether any hon.
member in it would be willing to discharge
duties during the day, and be present for hours
at night, without receiving some emolument.
He believed that the duties of the office were
most onerous, and might state that the hon.
gentleman who performed them during the previous session had found them quite incompatible
with those of his own profession. It was very welt
to say that hon. members had to attend the House
as much as the Chairman of Committees had to
do; but they forgot that they were not always
listening to what was going on, or were perhaps
in some other part of the building. The ChaIrman of CommIttees, however, was obliged to sit
for houl'l'l with his attention closely confined to
the subject before the House; and hon. members could form some idea of the onus attached to
the office by their own feeliftgB when they had
to listen attentively to a sermon of only half
an hour's duration. The Chairman had frequently to sit from 4 o'clock to 10 o'clock, during
which time he had to be constantly on the watch,
in case he should be appealed to on some point of
order. Looking at all matters, he (Mr. Wood)
considered it was only fair to say that the Chairma.n should receive some remuneration, the
amount of which was not at the present time a
subject for discussion. If any hon. member said
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that he would not vote for the hon. member Mr.
Lalor, it was his duty to point out some hon.
member more suited to the position.
Mr. SERJEANT said that it was his intention
to vote against Mr. Lalor for the same reasons
that induced him to vote against Mr. Humffray.
As the hon. member for Beechworth had
challenged hon. members to point out some
hon. gentleman more fitted for the position of
Chairman than the candidate already nominated,
he would mention the hon. member Mr. Heales.
In voting against Mr. Lalor he was not actuated
by any political animosity, but merely because
he considered the hon. gentleman he had named
to be a better man.
Mr. LOADER was glad to find that a
third hon. gentleman had been named, because it
relieved him from any doubt as to there not being
more than two hon. members in that House fitted
to fill the office of Chairman of Committees. He
should be most happy to see the Chairman of
Committees paid as soon as a Bill for the payment
of members was carried, and there was no disposition on his part to oppose the payment of the
Cha.irman, as he was as much entitled to it as
anyone of the hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
benches.
Mr. J. S. JOHNSTON stated that he believed
the hon. member, Mr. Heales, had not originally
intended to have himself proposed as a candidatel
but as the hon. member, Mr. Sinclair, had
whispered to him (Mr. Johnston) to ask the hon.
member Mr. Heales whether he would accept the
office, he had done so, and the hon. gentleman
stated his WIllingness to be nominated provided
Mr. Lalor was defeated. He (Mr. Johnston)did
not hold with the principle enunciated by the hon.
member for North Melbourne, that because all
hon. members were not paid, a gentleman holding an onerous position like that of the Cha.irmanship of Committees should not be remunerated for his services.
Mr. SNODGRASS stated that he regretted
very much that the hon. member (Mr. Serjeant)
had not given notice of his intention to nomi~
nate the hon. member for the East Bourke
Boroughs.
Mr. SERJEANT said he was not aware that
the hon. member was a candidate. He merely
stated that he would vote for the hon. member.
Mr. SNODGRASS said that he understood the
hon. member to have nominated the hon. member for the East Bourke Boroughs. He (Mr.
Snodgrass) had been informed by the hon. member that he did Dot until a few minutes ago expect to be nominated. With reference to the
observa.tions which had been made by the hon.
member for North Melbourne, he might say
that from his own experience the duties of the
Chairma.n of Committees were most laborious,
and he therefore considered that some rem unetion should be given to the hon. gentleman who
undertook to perform them.
The question that the hon. member, Mr. Lalor,
be appointed was then put, and the H oUl'e
divided, with the following result :-Ayes, 37;
Noes, 20. Majority in favour of the motion. 17.
PENSIONS ABOLITION BILL.

Mr. HE ALES, in moving the second reading
of this Bill, stated that the question had
been so fully discussed both by the Legisla-
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ture in this and the mother country, that he
considered it would be unnecessary for him to
enter at any great length into the principles of
the Bill. He then explained the nature of the
Bill, which was for the abolition of the fiftyfirst clause of the Constitution Act, by which
retiring responsible officers of the Crown were,
ufter serving a certain period (two [ears) in
office, entitled to pensions. The sum 0 £10,000,
he said, was allowed to accumulate under the
Constitution Act, to be divided as set forth in
two schedules to the Act, which the fifty-first
clause controlled. It was not his intention, nor
did he wish, to interfere with the pensions of the
judltes; because he held it a principle that those
gentlemen should be above takmg any part
whatever in the ordinary business of life, and
that they should be placed above want when
retiring from office, and even above following
their regular calling. He thought that it was
an established principle of the civil service of
this country that no pensions must be expected
from the Crown. (" No, no." from Mr.
O'Shanassy.) That was the observation made i
by the hon. member when the subject was
under discussion on a previous occasion, and when
he stated that the police received a pension for
length of service; but the hon. member must be
aware that that Act had been repealed some time
ago. He (Mr. Heales) believed that the police
now received a gratuity, but it was from
a fund created by themselves; but such
was not the case throughout the service. The
principle had on many occasions been laid
down by the hon. the late Treasurer, that
individuals in the service of the Government were
expected to provide for old age from the remuneration they_ received from the Government;
and he (Mr. Heales) quite agreed with that hon.
gentleman, and believed, also, that the hon. m.embers who took cffice received sufficient reward for
their services during the time they held office,
and that if an individua.l who held a subordinate
position was expected to maJ<.e provision for his
old age they should be so also. The argument
which had frequently been adduced in favour of
pensions was, that such a system encouraged
young men to enter political life. inasmuch as,
after sacrificing many years of their hfe, they
could attain a position which would reward
them for the sacrifices they had made to
gain that positIOn in the earlier part
of their polItical career.
The clause was
for the purpose of providing for the dignity
of the offices of members of the Government, but
he believed the House would agree with him that
it was not necessary to provide penSIons for individuals for the purpose of allowing them to mainbin the dignity of offices they had ceased to hold.
In the 6th clause of 4 and 5 William IV., it was
stated that the individual, before receiving a pension, should declare that he could not maintain
the dignity of the office without a pension. The
clause was as follows :"And, whereas, the principle of the regulations for granting allowances of this nature is and
ought to be founded on a consideration not only
of services performed by the individuals to the
State, but of the inadequacy of his private fortune to maintain his statIon in life: be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of
this Act, whenever any person shall I>eek to
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o?ta.in a.ny?ne of the pensions before mentioned,
hIS applIcatIOn for that purpose shall be made in
writing to the Commissioners of His Majesty's
Treasury, to which he shall subscribe his name,
and whICh shall contain not only a statement of
the services performed by him, and the grounds
on which such pension is claimed1 but a specific
declaration that the amount of hIS
income from
other sources is 80 limited as to bring him within
the intents and meaning of this Actl and the
principle herein above declared; ana wi~houi
such declaration no pension, as hereinbefore provided or authorised, shall be ~ranted."
He thought that individualll ID office should provide for their old age ",hilst they were in health;
but at the present time, if an officer of the Govemment could show that he had held office fO!"
two years, he could demand a pension. It
might be urged that the sum of £4,000
was not very large, but he argued that it
was wrong in principle, and he considered that
the Statute-book should be purged of such an
incubus as the 51st clause, for an incubus it would
soon bE' found to be. He was quite aware that
the Bill would be opposed on various jl;rounds.
During the former discussion upon it several gentlemen advocated the principle, that after an individual had served the Government for a long
period it was quite proper that he should receive
a pension, and that if the Bill provided for that
they would support it. The Bm. was thrown out
on the previous occasion through there not being
an absolute majority in favour of it, the 60th
clause of the Constitution Act providing that such
must be the case. Of the 11 hon. members
who were in the minority, five were
graduating in office, and six were in expectation of office. He would in conclusion
take the opportunity of making a declaration he
had not made before, which was, that if, on the
present occasion, the Bill was not carried, through
there not being an absolute majority, he would
endeavour to abolish the 60th clause altogeth<;:r.
Mr. M. KING seconded the motion.
Mr. O'SHANASSY stated, with referesce to
the threat held out by the hon. member for the
East Bourke Boroughs as to the abolition of the
60th clause, that he arose to address a Refonned
Parliament, and to state to them the reasons
which induced him to vote against the Bill on the
previous occasion. He believed that from
the formation of the Constitution Act up
to the present time, there was scarcely
a point ID it which had not engaged
the attention of some hon. member, for the purpose of having it obliterated. He might state,
as bein~ one of the gentlemen who were engaged
in frammg the Act, that he did not think that
hon. members who were so desirous of making
alterations in it were at all capable of improving
a clause. He would like to ask the present Reform Parliament whether it would not be more
consonant with the dignity of the House for hone
members to take into consideration the period
when the Act was fra.med -a time when people
were too much occupied with their own affairs to
take part in framing an Act which had undergone so many changes, and had been so much
maimed. There was at present a proposition, which would shortly be before the
House, to gi\Oe llb; Excellency the Governor
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power to dissolve the Legislative Council, so
that the Constitution Act would be ~in
affected. If the hon. member had ta.ken mto
considera.tion the circumstances under which the
Act was framed, he would find that he was
much mistll.ken as to the ideas of those who
framed it. No contract was ever made between
the parties, similar to that hinted by the hon.
member, and he (Mr. O'Shanassy) wished to
disabuse the mind of the country of such a
char~. The hon. member insinuated that there
was a bargain made between those who were in
and those who were out, but that was false, as
there was no intention in the minds of the CommittE'e who framed the Bill to aspire to office.
He thought that responsible officers in this
country who took office under circumstances
very disadvantageous to themselves should not
be placed in positions different to those of
officers of the Government in the mother country
-especially when, as at the time the Constitution
Act was framed, a. man in taking office perhaps
1000t the chance of making thousands of pounds.
The hon. member proceeded to say he should
like it to be proved to him that it was desirable
the alteration should be made. Were the class of
men who were eligible to take office so exceedingly
wealthy that they could afford to give up their
private means of making money, and as soon as
they re~ired from office be taken no more notice
of whatever? (Hear, hear.) He himself had
been in that poSItion, and had nothing but that
which was his own to rely on, and hoped to be
a.lways in that position of independence. He
hoped he should be credited with right motives
when he said he supported his views on the
ground that the motion was not suited to the peculiar situation of the country. He had been told that
it was the practice of this country to give consideration for civil services, and in general to give
large sums to those who had devoted themselves
to the service of the House; but when he turned to
the police- -which honourable comparison had
been instituted-he could deny that statement.
Some gentlemen having influence with Parliament have frequently tmdeavoured to obtain gratuities for those by whom some special and signal
service had been done, but they had most frequently been refused. The question had before
this been put-Was it right to investigate the
Civil Service of the country? and a Commission
had been appointed. That Commission, he
might say, liad reported, and he· had given
instructions for the publication of the report the day before he left office, but
had not yet seen it on the table. There
was another phase of the question-which, it
must be remE'mbered, was not a personal one- to
be considered, and that was, that it included the
introduction, for the first time, of the principle
of repudiation. (U No, no.") Then the Bill
should not be introduced, or at leru;t in a. different
form. Hon. members had taken office on the
faith of the clause in the Constitution Act
which entitled them to pensions. and now it was
proposed to abolish them without taking into
account the just claims which might be had on
the country. He doubted very much the right of
Parlinment, at this stage of their existence,
to altt r the Constitution Act, whether in
the matter of Is. or £1,000, without full
justice being' done. When he was told that
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the judges were to be left intact, he asked what
right had they to pension judges more tl\an responsible Ministers of the Crown? Some of the
judges had been politicia.ns, and 80 risen, though
not all had done so; and why were they specially
entitled to consideration? He' stood there to
procure a ca.rflful consideration of the Bill, and
to prevent its being pressed too suddenly through
the House. The revision of the Constitution
Act was too onerous a matter to be trifled with,
and should only be dealt with by both Houses.
As far as he could see, there was no chance of a.
satisfactory settlement of the question without the
joint action of both Houses, when the,experience
of both might be brought to bear upon the iss'le.
It required men thoroughly versed m law to find
out the proper bearings of the question. He had
already disclaimed personal motives, and had
formed his opinions after careful deliberation
three or four years ago, when the Constitution
was formed. He saw no reason himself to
change his opinion, or anything in the circumstances of the country t.o warrant so strange a
course being taken. The Civil Service was to be
reduced, and pensions abolIshed; why should
not the Government go farther, and reduce the
ciVlI-list to a nominal amount? What was the
value of the civil-list after that? He only
desired to point out what might be the
result of precipitate action in this matter,
though he knew he was taking the unpopular side of the question. However justly
entitled persons might be to their pensions, the
public regarded their advocates '\\ith disfavour,
and were naturally repugnant to the allowance of
such claims. However that might be the case,
he believl'd it to be his duty to state his ltonest
conviction; and now left it to hon. members to
take their course.
Mr. MICHIE was quite sure the hon. member
who spoke last had done the House an injustice
in supposing that improper motives had been
attributed to him. He, for one, would abi:!olutely
disclaim any intention of ever refleding on the
hon. member in that spirit. So far from that.
he would go further, and h·)nour the spirit which
prompted the observatIOn, that the hon. member
wouid oppose the motion although it would be
unpopular to do so. He, however, equally disclaimed that the popularity of hiF! view of the
question was his reason for supporting the Bill.
He should not the less support the Bill, and
trusted he should offer sufficieItt reasons for so
doing to induce hon. members to follow in his
path. He believed it was not treating the question fairly to recognise in it. any savour of repudiation, and had any vested claims for pensions
arisen, such a fact would have at once closed his
mouth. But such claims had not arisen with
respect to any Administration which succeeded
that by which the Constitution Act was framed.
Something had fallen from the hon. member for
Kilmore to the effect that the Parliament were
from time to time tinkering the Constitution,
and he would take the remark for better or
WOl'Re: it did not much affect him. If some
wholesome propobition for amendment was made,
he would accept it, without caring whether it. was
all or only part of what might be done. Soon
after the last Parliament met the hon. member
for Villiers and Hcytesbury introduced a propobitiol1 de.stroJing property qualification, and It was
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carried by a. Jarge majority; but no objection dent two years was too short a period of probawas then urgt d that it was only an individual tion. (Hear} hear.) He said this not so much
amendment, and only a step towards reform. It to those who had been members of a fornler Adappeared that the House generally assented to ministration as to membersof his own profession,
that Bill; and even the House that passed the who aspired to the judicial office. With respect to
Constitution Act did not suppose that they ex- the judge's office, he would say that.. while the
hausted the wisdom of the time, but that from year country could not have judges in the prime of
to year, as experience suggested, certain reforms youth, it was entitled to have them before
would be introduced, as a matter of course. This they had arrived at a worn-out old age.
was an approximation to the principle of growth. If fensions were to be earned, whether by a judi~
On that acconnt he consented to that Bill, and cia career or a career within the walls of that
would repeat what he had said at the outset, that House, they were not, in his opinion, to be earned
he did not feel much pressed by the arguments of by two years' service. Besides if the £4,000
the hon. member for Kilmore. It was said, then, were to be absorbed by the first claimants, others,
that ingoing claims had arisen, and that hon. who might perhaps be better entitled to pensions,
members had taken office under the conviction would get none at all. That would be the answer
that when they had served the public for a ceI- they would get. First come first served, would
tain term they would be entitled to a pension. be the argument, ann an excellent argument it
If any hon. member had taken office on that would be. They would be told that they came too
ground, let him state it. If he would stand up late. (Laughter.) That appeared to be a.
and say that such an expectation formed an in- vital objection to the clause, and therefore he
gredient of his motives in taking office, he considered the proposition could not be
(Mr. Michie) would listen with respect, recognised, in dealing with the question. He
and refrain from casting any refleciions on rested his objection, however, chiefly upon the
that hon. member, even in the slightest term of two years as being too short a. period,
ciegree.
On the contrary! he was prepared and would remind the House that this must be
to take it as a reason Why some considera- kept in mind as a point for immediate consition should be given to an hon. member who had deration in the treatment of the subject. There
so served the country. In that view of the case, could be no doubt-although he believed the
he would agree with the hon. member for Kil- hon. member for Kilmore himself was as enmore, whether the measure were popular or un- tirely free from the moment he took office as he
popular. He did not say that under all circum- (Mr. Michie)· was then from admitting it as an
sta.nces no man was entitled to a pension, but ingredient in his consideration-that he himself
that there should be a reasonable limit fixed. assented to this view, that there might at a future
After a certain length of service, there was no time be many expectants of office. Considering the
doubt on his mind a. Minister was entitled to a grea.t rapidity with which Ministers were provided
pension. He was not ready to say he would not for at home, and the number of changes which
be prepared to bring forward a Bill to pe:nsion the succeeded each other, the appetite for office in
widows of those who had done the State service. this country was no doubt considerably enhanced.
(Mr. O'Shanassy.-" Hear, hear.") The hon. An unwholesome appetite in fact, existed on
member for Kilmore knew what was meant, and the part of office-seekers for putting out existhe did not mind saying that he was colleci- ing Administrations in order to get themselves in.
ing facts about the lat.e Sir Thomas Mitchell; That was not the proper frame of mind in which
and when he had obtained sufficient evidence, the question of appointing a new Administration
he should move that Sir 'I'homas Mitchell and should be treated. The subject ought to be confamily had received an injustice from a sister si~ered in the pure light of reason, not tinctured
colony, and leave it to the House to do as they by any deSIre to defeat a Ministry for the
pleased in deciding whether a claim fora pension sake of obtaining place. The question then
was made out. Most hon. members would agree arose, was that desire defeated by a
that it was never intended by the framers of the clause which encouraged a rush to the
original Constitution that, under any circum- Treasury benches (a laugh), the applicants
stances, two years' service shonld always be fol- being certain of £4,000, provided only that their
lowed by a pension. No doubt some hon. mem- term of office had reached two years? Now, he
lIers had made progress towards that climax. He thought it was a most important matter for hon.
himself hatl been some 11 months in office, and members to consider; and in taking a utilitarian
the hon. member for Kilmore was far ahead view of tbe question t he thought the weight of
even of this. Well, he would have to throw the argument lay with the hon. member who had
overboard all such expectation as one brought forward the motion. At the same time,
reason for taking office. If his position -- he regretted that the hon. member should have
and he d~nied that it ever was - were that thought it necessary to throw any aspersion upon
he ever made such a calculation in taking office, former members of the Administration, because
or if the hon. member for Kilmore had done as this was a case which ought to rest enmuch, he (Mr. Michle) would not hesitate a mo- tirely upon its merits. without being mixed
ment in putting forward his claims, and should up with anything for or agamst any perTaking the rational view,
support those of the hon. member; but to be 80ns whatever.
fairly entitled, a man ought to be a member, not I which, in addressing the House, he had endeaof one but of many Administrations (hear, hear), voured to lay before them, and looking at the
and a man may have jomed an Administration! arguments on either side, he felt constrained to
and then followed mercantile pursuits till he : give his most unqualified and cordial support to
found it would pay him best to get back into the: the motion. The House need not be influenced
Mi~istry, and entitle himself to a pension; and by any arguments with reference to inchoate
while such circumstances might arise, it was evi- rights, bcclttllic thc hOll. mcmber (Mr. IIcalc;s)
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had only to introduce-and he (Mr. Michie)
should certainly make the suggestion when the
question was considered in Committee--in the
preamble of the Bill a proviso, that as none of
those claims have as yet accrued,-that, in
fact, we cannot be accused of refusing claims
which have never been placed before us. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN 8upported the second
reading of the Bill.
Dr. EMBLING.-Scarcely expected any hon.
member to pronounce himself in favour of so
~eat an act of self-denial as to refuse a pension
If it were within his reach. Pensions were
usually awarded for eminent services rendered. But he would ask what services deserving of such a recompense were likely
to be perfonned in two years! If pensions
were granted for that pen od of serVICe, why
should they not be granted to inferior officers!
It had been said that mercantile men were in the
habIt of saving up a provision for life out of their
salaries ; but there could be no argument adduced to prove that Ministers should spend the
greater portion of their lives in leceipt of a remuneration the result of two years' service. He
was decidedly opposed to the grantiDg of pensions, and should thert:fore support the motion.
Mr. DUFFY said, before the question was disposed of he wished to say a few words. He
believed that the motion of the hon. member
would be carried, but there was one aspect in
which the question had not been put before the
House. A provision for retiring Ministers was
made in England, and was adopted in this country
for precisely the same reasons that it was
adopted in England. It was made in both
cases in order that it might be possible for some
men besides those of large means to take part
in public affairs. If thllt was the reason why it
was thought necessary to introduce that provision
in England, a fortiori the same reasons existed
in this colony, in a mucl~ more forcible degree.
There were some members of the House who
wished for payment of members in order that
the representation of the colony might not
be confined to persons of large fortunes.
The same principle, if correct, would apply
to Ministers, and it was only just that those who
possessed the intellectual capacity to take part in
the administration of the affairs of the country
8hould not be prevented from doing so because
they were not men of large fortunes. Those hon.
members who were not in favour of payment to
members might by a logical sequence vote in
favour of the present Bill} but he could not
understand how those who were favourable
to that prinCIple, because it would enla.rge
the
sphere
from
which members of Parliament might be selected, could
support the Bill. One result of the Bill would
be to bring about a state of affairs which would
prevent any man taking a place in an Administration unless he had either made or was in progress of making hi,; fortune. They had seen
already that men of large means were not the
safest persons to be entrusted with the administration of affa.irs. They generally had large vested
interests to preserve, instead of those of the
community at large. He knew, from his own
limited experience in office, that any man who
chose to avail himself of the opportunities whi<:h
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his position afforded him could do ISO to the
serious detriment of the country. If men of
small means accepted office, they ran the risk
which had proved so injurious in America,
where the salaries of public men were 8Upplemented by what was called" cheatage." Men
who had large functions and imPf>rtant duties
to fulfil ought not to be inadequately
paid. Any man who had to live by his profession ordinarily made such a sacrifice when he
took office as to injure his personal fortune. It
would be seen that the same principle at home
preva.iled with regard to military men, whose
half-pay was a provision of a precisely similar
character. The Home Government found it necessary in order to retain a staff of men practised
in the public service to incur the expense of
granting to them pensions. It was quite true
tha' persons holding minor offices might
make provision for their families from their
salaries, but the same remark would not apply to
the responsible Ministers of the Crown, who were
fortunate if they were half their time ~n office.
He believed that the period of two years was too
short to entitle a Minister to a pension, and this
he considered to be in reality the d~fective part
of the arrangement. He thought It was only
reasonable thli.t those who spent their time in the
public service to the detriment of their private
fortune should have their means su:pplemented
at the hands of Parliament. He laid it down
as a reasonable proposition that if it were nccessary, as many members of that House believed,
to introduce the principle of payment of members,
in order to preserve democratIc representation,
it was still more necessary to retain a proper
system of pensions, in order to retain democratic
govemment.
Mr. SERVICE said that, even admitting for
the sake of argument that it was necessary to introduce the principle of payment of members in order
to maintain democratlCrepresentation, it appeared
to him that the principle of pensioning Ministers
was a high "Tory" system. In the one case
members were paid during the period they
actually served, and in the other the pensions
were granted after the service was performed.
He did not think that pensions should be granted
to officers in any branch of the civil service according to a general system, but if exceptional
cases did anse they could be dealt with as such.
He did not see that any gentleman holding an
appointment in the civil service, and who was
well paid for his services, should be placed in any
better position than any other member of the
community. Most certainly the country was not
bound to made provision for his family.
That course was not adopted in any other pursuit
than the Civil Service. Merchants usually did
not pension their servants. One argument in
favour of pensions was, that gentlemen holding
positions in the Civil Services had nothing els.e to
look to when they became unfit for active employment. But he would ask, whether men in other
positions could secure to themselvcs a competency
ID old age except from the exertiolls during their
earher years. There was no analogy between the
Civil and Military Services. Did any member of
I the Civil Service run any risk of being shot?
JIe believed that the country would always be
I willing to pension old military officers, who had
spent their best years in scenes of danger. It
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was assumed, as an argument, that any
person holding the position of a. Minister
should be enabled, after he retired, to maintain the
dignity which had belonged to his former position.
But, if this argument was sound, it was equally
1\.8 appliea.ble to those Ministers who had held
office for a. fortnight as to those who had been in
a. similar position for two years. He was of
opinion that this question should at once be
settled. He objected as strongly as any other
hon. member to "tinkering" the Constitution;
but the 51st clause of the Constitution Act was,
in his opinion, a. blot upon the Statute-Book.
Lieut. AMSINCK supported the Bill.
Mr. JOHNSON thought it was not the length
of a man's service that ought to entitle him to a
pension, but a.ny exceptional circumstances which
might a.rise to show that he had suffered in his
means by his attention to public business..
Mr. DON sa.id that, if the abolition of pensions'
would throw the Government of the country into
the hands of the rich, he would most assuredly
not vote for the p!'esent Bill, but he could see no
analogy between payment of members while
serving the country and the pensioning of Ministers after the services they rendered were over.
He, too, thought that men performing la.rge functiOllS should be well paid for them, and if the pay
was not sufficient, that it be increased, but let the
pay terminate with the termination of the services. There was no fear of there being a scarcity
of Ministers. There was no doubt that the law
of supply and demand was quite as hkely to produce a surplus of Ministers as of other classes.
(Laughtoc.) Some how the application of that
la.w was always applied to one particular class.
He wou.ld support the Bill.
The question that the Bill be read a second
time was then put, and the Speaker declared the
" ayes to have it." The House then divided, for
the purpose of ascertaining whether the proposed
alteration in the Constitution Act was concurred in by an absolute majority of the whole
House. It was found that 49 members were in
favour of the second reading of the Bill, and it
was declared to be carried.
Mr. I1EALES moved that the House do resolve itself into a Committee of the whole for
the consideration of the Bill.
Mr. O'SHANASSY objected to the course, as
unusual.
Mr. HEALES said the practice of ~oing into
Committee on a Bill on the night of the second
reading might be contrary to the practice hitherto
adopted in the Victorian Legislature, but was in
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accordance with the custom of the British Parliament.
The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the whole.
Mr. LALOR1 in taking the chair, thanked t.he
House for the honour which had been conferred
upon him, and trusted that his conduct in the
chair would meet with the approbation of the
House.
The clause and preamble of the Bill, as
follows, were passed without amendment, and
the Chairman of Committee reported it to the
House:H Whereas by the Constitution Act provision
is made for granting certain sums of money out
of the consolidated revenue of Victoria, upon
certain conditionsl to retiring responsible officers;
and whereas it IS expedient to repea.l the sa.id
'provision: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen's
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and
Legislative Assembly of Victoria in this present
Parliament assembled. and by the authority of
the same, as follows, that is to say"I. That the fifty-first section of the said Act
shall he, and the same is hereby repealed. Provided that the amount accumulat;ng from any
unexpended or unappropriated part of the said
sum mentioned in the fifth part of the said
sche:lule D, shall in no case exceed the sum of
five thousand pounds, and that any balance
above that amount on the said fifth part shall
revert to the consolidated revenue of VIctoria."
Mr. HE ALES moved that the Bill be read a
third time.
Mr. O'SHANASSY inquired whether a Bill
could pass through all its stages on the same
evenmg.
The SPEAKER said, when a Bill passed
through Committee without amendment, there
was nothing to prevent its being read for the
third time that evening.
The question was put and passed, and the
members present were again enumerated. It
was found that there were 48 in favour of the
third reading.
The SPEAKER declared the Bill to ha.ve
passed its third reading.
The question that the Bill do now pass was put
and agreed to.
On the motion of Mr. NICHOLSON, the
House adjourned at half-past 8 o'clock, until4
o'clock on the following day,
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THIRTEENTH DAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 185U.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at a quarter past
4 o'clock.
RETURNS.
The SPEAKER laid upon the table of the
House the returns asked for by the hon. member
Mr. Brooke on the previous day, relative to the
expenditure of £5,000 for !!lI.laries of staff, repairs
to Government House, travelling, and other expenses, under Part 1, Schedule D, of the Constitution Act, since tha.t Act came into operation.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.
Mr. BARTON gave notice that on Thursday,
the 8th of December, he would moveH That the House. to-morrow, resolve itself
into a Committee of the whole, for the purpose of
considering the following resolutions :-That it is
necessary to the adequate and satisfactory representation of the people in this House that members be compensated for their attendance. That,
in the opinion of this Committee, such compensaper annum. That
tion should be the sum of £
an Address be presented to HIS Excellency the
Governor, requesting that he will cause a sum to
be placed on the Estimates for the purpose."
MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he should ask the hon. the Chief Secretary
if the Government intended to introduce a Bill
for the better management of the gold-fields, and
when. When they would be prepared to introduce
a. Bill to legalise mining on private property;
Whether it was the intentioR of the Government
to place any sum on the present Estimates, and
if so, what amount, for the purpose of prospecting, and for the developing the auriferous resources of the colony. If the Government intended to make any provision for furnishing the
gold"fields of the colony with an ample supply of
water for mining, domestic, and sanitary purposes; and if so, at what time they would be prepared to lay their scheme before that House.
OPENING BUSINESS WITH PRAYER.
. Mr. HADLEY gave notice that on Tuesday,
the 13th of Decemoor, he would moveH That in the opinion of that House it would
comport with the Christian character of that
Assembly, and tend to secure the Divine blessing
on its deliberations, to open the proceedings with
prayer. (Contingent upon the above motion
being carried) That that House request the hon.
the Speaker to read the Lord's Prayer as rendered in the authorised version of the Hoiy Scriptures, on each day prior to the commencement
of business."
THE TARIFF.
Mr. EMBLING stated that on Tuesday, the
6~h of December, he would bring forward his
resolution relative to the revision of the tariff.
THE RAILWAy DEBENTURES.
Mr. O'SHANASSY, pursuant to notice, asked
the hon. the Treasurer if the Government for·

warded any instructions referrin~ to the sLle of
debentures to the railway loan agents in LOldon
by the last mail; and if so, whether he had any
objection to furnish copies to that House! If
the hon. the Treasurer had been furnished by the
Railway Department with an estimate accurn.tely
compiled of the amount of money requisite for
railway purposes for the year 1860; and if so,
whether he would lay the same on the tab:e of
that House without delay?
Mr. M'CULLOCH, in answer to the first luestion, stated that instructions had been sent llome
materially altering the mode of the introduction
of the debentures into the London market,
and he would lay on the table of the
House a copy of the instructions. With reference to the second questIOn of the hon. member, he might say that he had been furnished by
the Railway Department with an estimate of the
expenditure fur 1860, which estimate he believed to be correct, and he would also add to
that estimate the sum which was likely to be required for the purchase of the Geelong line of
railway. He would lay those returns also upon
the table of the House.
On the motion of the hon. member, Mr.
O'SHAN ASSY, the same were ordered to be
printed that evening.
IMPORTATION OF ANIMALS.
Mr. EMBLING laid upon the table of the
House a despatch he had received addressed to
him from the Cape of Good Hope. relative to
the exportation of animals to this colony.
OBSERVATORIES.
Mr. VERDON gave notice that on Tuesday,
the 6th of December, he would move" That in the opinion of that House the Astronomical and Meteorological Observatories supported by Government should be under the supervision of a Board of VIsitors, in accordance with
the plan adopted for the management of the
Royal Observatories, and that of Sydney,"
THE MELBOURNE CEMETERY.
Mr. SINCLAIR, pursuant to notice, asked
the hon. the President of the Board of Land
and Works if any arrangement had been entered
into between the Government and the trustees
for the Melbourne General Cemetery, obliging
them to plant trees on the east, north-east, and
south-east sides of the Cemetery reserve, without
the fence? If the trustees w('re bound to erect a
proper fence of stone, brick, or other material
on the east, north-east, and south-east sides of
the Cemetery reserve? If the Government were
aware that unless it be properly fenced and
planted on the sides named, certain land in
Lygfm and other streets adjoining the Cemetery
reserv 3 would be very considerably reduced in
value? If the Government or trustees intended
previous to the land in that district being sold to
construct a barrel drain or culvert from the
Cemetery reserve to the Reilly-street drain ?
Mr. SERVICE, in reply, stated that at the
last extension of the Cemetery 50 feet were set
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apart within the' fencing for planting trees; that
no arrangement had been entered into by the
Government; that the Government had hoard
about the probable reduction in the value of the
land in LygQn-ltreet, but were not responsible, as
they were not m office at the time; and that the
land being in the district of Smith Ward, the
construction of a drain was a municipal work.
IMPORTATION OF ANIMALS.

Dr. EMBLING moved that the letter he had
at an earlier period of the evening laid upon the
table be read.
Mr. SNODGRASS stated that the letter had
been, by somA mistake, addressed to the hon.
member instead of to the Government.
The letter was then read, as follows :" Colonial Office, Ca.pe Town,
" Cape of Good Hope,
" October 10, 1859.
"Sir,-Your letter of the 4th of February
reached me in the month of June, and I had
prepared an answer to it, when it was suggested
to me that arrangements might shortly be made
by which a supply of animals such as you desire
might be procured1 independently of those which
Sir Gl"orge Grey 110ped to be able to forward;
but, while waiting for this, the news of war in
Europe arrived, and the prospect then opening
has been closed for the present,---one of the
continental Governments having been concerned
in the contemplated arrangement.
"If my answer had then been despatched, it
would have apprised you that Sir G. Grey would
have endeavoured to procure some quag~as, but
that the koodoo is very difficult to obtam, His
Excellency not having succeeded in procuring a
single specimen. I should also have informed you
that His Excellency expected to have an opportunity of collecting some animals soon after the
closing of the Pailiamentary session, which was
then in progress.
H A few days, however, after its close in July,
Sir G. Grey received the intelligence of the inteDtion of Her Majesty'. Government to recall
him, and he left the colony for England a few
weekS afterwards. The interval was whollyoccupied, as rou may suppose, with ~ressing business,
which did not admit of attentlOn to the objects
of your institution.
Of But I did not allow His Excellency to leave
without reminding him of your application, aad
inquiring how he intended to procure the animalA,
and expected to be able to IIhip them for Melbourne, at the cost which he haj desired me to
name lD my former letter. I then learned that
Sir George counted upon procuring them in his
intended visit to the frontier, and bringing them
down to Cape Town in his own waggons or company, and lie would have kept them in the Government gardens until they could be shipped.
The expense would thus ha.ve been reduced to a
tride.
" Unfortuna.tely, this chance has been lost
since the departure of Sir George Grey, and now
that I have received from the Government of
Victoria. the sum of £200 (sterling), which arrived
a few days ago, after his departure, I am not in a
position to ma.ke immediate, or perhaps early
use of it. I .hall not. however, lose 5ight of your

wishes. I shall deposit the £200 in the only bank
which allows interest upon current accounts, and
sha.1l endeavour, by correspondence with the
Governments of Natal and British Kaffraria, to
procure you specimens. I shall have no difficulty
lD keeping them at little cost upon their arrival
in Cape Town; but as the opportunities of shiPI'
leaving for Melbourne are rare and uncertain,
the absence of Sir George Grey will be felt here
in the increased cost.
H With reference to your letter of the 12th
July, the remittanoe received will suffice until it
shall be ascertained at what cost animals can be
procured and shipped. I will then state what
specimens I can hope to procure, and what furthtlr sums will be required. If an advance should
be needed before I can hear from you, it can be
arranged here.
H I shall be glad to learn exactly wha.t you desire, and I shall then probably be able to inform
you at once what cannot be procured, and the
chances of procuring the others.
" I ha.ve the honour to be, Sir,
" Your most obedient servant,
H RAWRON W. RAWSON."
RREACH OF RAILWAY REGULATIONS.

Mr. DON, pursuant to notice, asked the hon.
the Pre&ident of the Board of Land and Works,
whether a special train, consisting of an engine
and first-class carriage, left the Spencer-street
Station between the hours of 8 and 10 o'clock
on the evening of the 9th November last, contrary to the orders of the station-master ; aDd
if !IO, by whose authority the parties who left in
the said train used the propertr of the Government; and further, was the ordinary notice, that
a special train was to follow, conveyed along the
line by the latest ordinary train; and why was
the said specia.l tra.in not accom~anied as usual
by the break van, guard, and signal lamps, as
provided for in the General Orders issued to all
the servants of the Government engaged in the
performance of such duties in the Department of
Railways.
Mr. SERVICE stated that it was not the caee
that a special train had left the Melbourne
Station on the evening in question without tke
orders of the station-master. The circumstances
were as follows :-thdot on the 9th of November
there was a great increase in the tratlic to Bunbury, and many of the officials from WilIiamstown were transferred in the tnorning to the
Sunbury line, for the purpose of assisting the
people ordinarily employed there; and in the
evening they had to return to Williamstown, in
order to be ready for their d\lties on the following day, and a train was therefore put on. Both
the stati.on-master and lUr. Hammett were cognisant of the train being despatched, and raised no
object.ion. The reason why a. break-van, guard,
a.nd signal-lamps were not attached was because
there was no occasion for sbem.
THE ELECTORAL DlS'l'RICT OF BELFAST.

Mr. HOOD gave netice that on Tuesday, the
6th of December, he would move for leave to
bring in a Bill to alter the boundl/.ries of the
elect.ora.l diatrict of Belfast.
T
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LAW OF EVIDENCE BILL.

Mr. WOOD, pursuant to notice, moved" For leave to bring in a Bill further to amend
and to consolidate the Law of Evidence."
The hon. member stated that he merely intended,
in introducing the Bill, to make a few observations. The House, no doubt, were aware
that two or three years ago an Act was
passed on the subject, which Act purported
to repeal two or three sections in the
Act of George Ill., which provided that any
person might prove a debt in this colony by
making an affidavit in England. The authorities
in the Colonial Office in the mother country objected to the Legislature in thiR colony repealing
any portion of an Imperial Act of Parliament
which had reference to the colonies.. and the Act
passed two or three years ago had Deen assented
to on the distinct pledge that the present Bill
should be introduced. The Bill would merely
recapitulate one or two clauses, but its object
was to redeem the pledge which had been given
to the Colonial Office. It was unnecessary, he
thought, to make any further observations, but
would simply beg leave to bring in the Bill.
Mr. NICHOLSON seconded the motion.
The Bill was then brought up by the hon.
membe~ Mr. Wood and Mr. Nicholson, and, on
the motion of Mr. WOOD, it was read a first
time, ordered to be printed, and the second reading made an order of the day for Friday, the 9th
December.
GOLD-FIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. BRODIE, pursuant to notice, moved for
leave to bring in a Bill to amend that portion of
the Gold-fields Act having reference to the
powers vested in Mining Boards. The hon.
member stated that the Bill proposed by him to
be introduced, was simply an extension of the
power at present vested in Mining Boards, and
referred to the drainage of leads.
Mr. HENDERSON seconded the motion.
The Bill was then brought up by the hon.
members Mr. Brodie and Mr. Henderson, and,
on the motion of Mr. BRODIE was read a first
time, ordered to be printed, and the second reading fixed for Thursday, the 8th December.
THE EXPORT DUTY ON GOLD.

Mr. M'LELLAN, pursuant to notice, moved,
" That in the opinion of that House the export dut, on gold was unjust and impolitic in its
nature, 1t being a tax on the industry of the
mining population, a.nd having a tendency to retard and discourage the development of our
national wealth."
He then Iiltated tha.t he did so under great disadvantages, because he was perlectlywell aware that
a great many hon. gentlemen on both sides of the
House had already arrived at the conclusion that
the export duty on gold Was absolutely necessary
to the revenue of the country. He was afraid
that many hon. members had arrived at that
conclusion without troubling themselves to inquire sufficiently into the merits of the question i'
but he would ask them to lay on one side 801
foregone conclusions, and treat the subject in a
fair and equitable spirit. He would ask them
to apply to it the principles enunciated by the
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greatest political economists, and then to state
whether such principles a.pproved of such a tax.
The tax was not one upon the ~ound, but it was
one upon the labour of the mlDers, for if a man
did not do any work he did not render himself
liable to pay the tax; at any ra£e, as all hon.
members must confess, it was a. tax upon the
result of a man's labour. He believed that the
mining population, which was the great source of
wealth, should not be taxed in the present way,
and ought not, by the imposition of such a tax,
to be discouraged in their labours inasmuch as
miners formed a class which, although not enriching themselves, enriched the State considerably, for he could prove that they were the worstpaid class in the colony. Assuming that the
export dutl on gold was not a tax upon the
industry 0 the miners, but merely a rent
for ground, he would ask the House to
inquire whether the miner was not required to
pa.y more rent than, speakin~ comparatively, any
other portion of the commumty who pay rents to
the Crown. Assuming that there were only
2,000,000 acres of auriferous lauds in the colony t
one-ninth only of which had as yet been minea
upon, he believed that one fluarter of a million
would not exceed the value of the land, and, comparing that with the amount of land granted under
various licences, the miners had paid for 1t over
and over again; but the ground was still the property of the Crown, and was, generally speakmgt
little the worse for having been mined upon, ana
he would like to ask the Government how they
had arrived at the conclusion that in eight years
miners should have to pay £16 an acre for land
they mined upon? It might be said that
the management of the gold-fields was
very expensive. and that the whole revenue derived from them was expended upon
them; but he had found, on referring to certain
returns, that such was not the case, for he found
that up to November, 1857, the revenue derived
from the gold-fields was £2,900,353, and had cost
for ma.nagement £312,469. The amount expended in the districts was .£219,293, leaving a
balance at that date in favour of the gold-fields
of £2,369,583. Since then the revenue had not
decreased, nor the cost of the man~ement of the
gold-fields increased, so that it mIght be fairly
assumed that the Government were indebted to
the gold-fields; but had that balance, he would
ask, been expended in relIeving the parties on
the gold-fields? No. Instead of that, 1t was well
known that it had been expended in improving
Melbourne, Geelong, and Williamstown. And
then again, looking at the expense of Government offiClals upon the gold-fields, he considered
that they should limit the expenses, for it was an
undeniable fact that a large proportion of the population on the gold-fields was in the most destitute circumstances at the present moment.
(" Question.") Well, that was the question, and
anyone at all ac9.uainted with the condition of
the mining populatlOn would at once admit that
the tax pressed heavily upon them. There were
at the present time SO,OOO European miners and
40,000 Chinese miners, the amount of gold produced by whom last year amounted to £11,000,000
whilst in the present year it wc.uld not exceed
£10,000,000; so that it would be seen that the
average wage was only £1 per week, taking
into consideration the cost of quartz machinery
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and crushing. The d~er, however, had to p'ay
taxes before one farthmg went to his family;
and what, he (Mr. M'Lellan) would ask, was
the state of the families on the gold-fields?
Families which had moved in respectable circumstances in ·the mother country were at present living in misery, and, in some instances, in
dissipation; the children were --left, almost unclothed, and were, from the ragged state of their
clothing, very much like Red Indians. But he
would not waste the time of the House by dwelling upon the scenes of misery he had witnessed
on the gold-fields-scenes .which he was well
aware would hardly meet the sympathy of many
hon. members in thAt House. It had been said
that if a man found no gold he had to pay no
tax, and by returns it was proved that lucky
individuals were few and far between, for the
whole produce of the gold-fields could only pay
one-third of the populatbn engaged on them.
At present, the more a man worked and the more
gold he got, the more he had to pay; aD.d he
(Mr. M'Lellan) was sure no hon. member coul:i
advocate such a system. Many persons said
the tax was a most just one; but he
would ask, what consideration miners received from the Government for the vast
revenue they paid into the Treasury? Some
others said that they occupied the ground. They
did that certainly, and paid most dearly for it,
and it would be found that they did so, on a comparison bein~ made of the amount they paid
with that p&ld by the squatters. He had been
asked how the revenue would be made up if the
tax was abolished? but he would ask what business was that of his, how the revenue was to
be made up. Others said that the Government
had already framed the Estimates, and that the
abolition of the duty would upset their arrangements, but such arguments were trifling indeed,
when the question of destitution on the goldfields was considered. i and he should be ashamed
of any Government it they had no better arguments to adduce. There was at the present
time on the gold-fields a large number of overpaid officials. (Cries of "No" from the Ministerial benches.) There were, he would repeat, a
great many, and a great many would have to be
done away with, and not only that, but a great
many must have their salaries reduced. He
trusted tha.t if there was one thing the House
would do, it was that they woulc reduce to a
more equitable footing the salaries of all Government officials-from the hon. the Chief Secretary downwards. He would not say more,
except to add that he was most anxious to see
what consideration miners would receive at the
hands of the Housc.
Mr. PYKE, in reply to the observations
just made, deemed it due to himself to state
that, from the first time he took his seat
to the present moment, a more uncompromising
opponent of the gold duty than himself could not
be found. That was a fact pretty well known
to the public, for in the four years that had
transpired since he entered on the political
stage, he had opposed the gold duty, and had
seen no reason to think he had taken a. wrong
step in doing so. His objection to it wa.s twofold-first, because it was a tax on native produce; and, secondly, because experience and observation had shown that it pressed on the poorer
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portion of the mining community. Whilst he thus
agreed in the main with the hon. member for
Ararat, he could not endorse his expressed views,
beca.use he did not think the dnty impolitic or unIJUitable to the end kept in view when it was imposed, viz., the destructIOn of the licence-fee;
and he could not nor would admit that it
tended to discour~e or retard the production of njLt~a.l wealth, as stated in the
resolution. On a resolution of this kind, he had
a right to speak with somethin~ like authority,
and he had no hesitatIOn in saymg that a digger
was never deterred from rushing to a gold-field,
from prospecting, or sinking a shaft, from a consciousness that he would be called on to contribute
2s. 6d. per ounce of gold to the general revenue.
It would be the last idea to enter into his mind.
The advance of the colony had been very much
more retarded by the senseless opposition made
by the miners to the introduction of capital.
(Hear, hear.) The hon. member had drawn a
most harrowing picture of the very destitute condition of the mming population, and the hon.
member for Mandurang had expressed concurrence-{" hear, hear," from Mr. Carpenter}but he (Mr. Pyke) had resided on the gold-fields
since 1851, and never saw individuals so utterly
destitute-(" No, no")-as was represented, and
if the miners' condition was as bad as it wa.s
represented to be at Ararat, by the representation
of that district he would recommend the
wretched people to go to Castlemaine, where
no such extreme destitution existed. (" Oh,
oh.") The position taken up, and which he
refused to endorse, was, that the most wealthy
should not pay taxes at all, for the argument
really amounted to that, in this respect.
The gold duty acted like an income-tax-those
best off had most to pay. Believing as he did
in the impropriety of the tax, and being determined to leave no exertion untried to remove it,
he could not but say the hon. member who
moved the resolution had not taken the best
means at his hand to effect his object. He (Mr.
Pyke) never, in his wildest moments, im~ined
that the Government would take away the tax
unless it were made apparent that there were
other and fairer methods of raising a revenue
before .£300,000 were, subtracted from the
annual income of the colony. The present state
of the Land question precluded the hope of
realising, during the current year, anything like
the sums derived from that source in preceding
years, and some means for filling up the gap in
the annual income of the colony ought to be devised before the tax was taken away. Few
questions were more provocative of discussion
than these financial ones, and by the bringing
forward of the present motion, and taking
action upon it, the public business would be
delayed and the Estimates put back for some
time; and hon. members would agree that,
though the abolition of the duty was desirable~
there was such a thing as paying too dearly for a
whistle. If, on the other hand, it was merely
intended to affirm the principle, and take no
instantaneous action upon the motion, he could
not understand for what reason the hon. member
brought the motion forward at all, as it would
only result in fettering the Legislature in the
most inconvenient way. The HoutJe would be
in the pesition of a firm who should be asked t«>
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endol'8e a. bill which tMre were no pl'e8ent fund.
to meet, nor any certain prospect of being
enabled to honor when due--e. <!Oul'8e as
objectionable in' 'Public as in private life. He
could not assent to the course proposed till a
substitute was devised. In his humble opinion,
the motion might have been better brought
forward in a dift'erent way, and that would be
by moving for a Committee to. inquire into the
best mes.ns to revise the tariff, with a view
to its re-adjustment. No objection would be
urged to such a couI'8e and the Committee
would be enabled to bring up their report during
the present session; 10 that on the re-assembling
of the House, in June or July, for the consideration of the Estimates for 1861, ample opportunity
would be a.fforded for the discussion of any
proposed chan!Zes. For hit!! own partl pledged as he
was against the duty, he wat!! equally pledged to
find a fitting substitute, and to that course he intended to adhere. He recommended the hon.
member to recont!!ider the matter, as, if he pursued the course he (Mr. Pyke) indicated, every
ast!!istance that he could render would be freely
given. If, on the contrary, the hrn. member still
determined to adhere to his original determination, he (Mr. Pyke) was bound, in justice to
the country, to refuse his assent to the motIOn,
which he would do with the more reluctance as
the question, if now negatived, could not be
brought before the House again during the
session.
Mr. HARKER thought it would take very
little to controvert the arguments last brought
forward, as the principal one urged was, that till
a substitute was found, no one had a right to
speak against the tax. He conceived that if it
were shown that a class like the miners, who had
done so much for the colony, were subjected to a
tax from which all others were exempt, it was
quite time to complain. HIS own opinion was
that the tax was based on injustice. He supposed that taxation should be equally distributed
through every class in the country, but it was not
so in thiS country. (" Yes, yes," "' No, no.")
He repeated that it was not equally distributed,
and he would not be a party to it if he could
help it. He thought it would be quite right to
impose a mere property·tax in its place, but to
say a substitute must, be provided before the
acknowledged injustice was removed, was absurd.
What were the facts of the case? Suppose something like £1,500,000 was set aside for public
works during the ensuing year, could not
£,300,000 be deducted from that amount without
its being much missed? That would at least
relieve the diggers from an unjust tax, and that
OOUl'!Je ought to be taken unless it were clearly
IIhown to be objectionable. He was not going to
draw so harrowing a picture of the gold-fields'
destitution as the hon. member for Ararat had ;
for~ indeed, he thought that hon. gentleman went
mtner too far and drew too much on his imagination (hear, hear) ; but it could not be denied
that the condition of the colony was far le!1t!!
prosperous now than it was four years ago. It
had been said that the tax was only intended as
rent for the Crown lands occupied, but what
lands did the miner occupy? He could not keep
cattle without they were at the mercy of the
licensed occupier; he could not cut timber (Mr.
Wood. - "' Yes, he can"); he had no right to the
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water; and, in fact, he (Mr. Harker) defied any
hon. member to show that the miner received any
advantage which was equivalent to the sum
for which he was taxed. WhateYer became
of the Elltimates, he (Mr. Barker) should take
care that, were the moti6n lost, it would not be
the last time the House heard of it, and hon.
members might be satisfied the matter would not
be allowed to drop. He W&l not an aUvocate for
an immediate abolition of the duty (hear, hear),
though it was so unjust; but he "ished to st'6 it
reduced to lB. 3d. till 1861, when he hoped it
would be abolished altogether. He thought this
would sa.tisfy the mineN, and he would suggest
to the hon. the mover to take the course mdicated. If hon. members thought the tax unjust,
he claimed their votes, for they were not there to
legislate for clasa interests. He hoped that after
this debate the House would see its wa.v very
clearly to the total abolition of the tax in 1861.
Mr. EMBLING had no~ intended to take part
in the debate, but could not restrain himself
from an expression of astonishment at the hon.
member for MaldonA who had held office so long
in so powerful a \:tovernment, and yet had not
considered the hard case of the miners so much
as to afford them any relief (hear, hear); and
he was still more astonished that, during no portion of his term of office, had the hon. member
spoken out 80 very strongly upon the injustice
done to the diggers.
Mr. HARKER said the hon. member for Collingwood had not sI-oken quite correctly. His
(Mr. Harker's) colleagues would bear him out
when he said that he had held similar opinion.
for long past, but had been in a minority in the
Cabinet.
Mr. EMBLING could only speak from what
had taken place in the House. There had been
,\u).te a remarkable display that afternoon. Some
bme since, the hon. the member for Maldon,
when Treasurer, had been ready to resign because of some proposed reduction of the meaIlB
of revenue, and yet he would now readily consent to take off £300,000 without ~ving anything
in lieu of it. He (Mr. Embhng) doubted very
much if anyone of the hon. members present thought the tax, on the whole, a.
just one ; but at the time it was imposed it took
the place of a much worse tax. It would have been
much more satisfactory had the late Government.
brought in a measure by which the public would
not have been made to auffer by the removal of
the gold duty. He quite agreed in opposing
legisla.tion fOf" class interests, but could not consent to see a considerable source of revenue
abolished without some mooDII being taken to
supply the vacuum in the money-chest. He congratulated the miners of Ararat on a representative so competent to depicture the harrowing
scenes he had left behind him; but, although opposed to a tax on labour, he coul(1 not consent
to take away the gold duty, and leave nothing
in its place.
Mr. HOOD said the hon. member for Maldon
had challenged the House to show a condition of
taxation equivalent, as a. class tax, to that of
the gold duty. He (Mr. Hood) was prepa.red to
show that the squatters were doubJy--nay,
trebly-more taxed in proportion. (Hear.) He
spoke from memory, and must be excused if he
fell into an occasiona.l slight inaccuracy. No one
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member there, perha.ps, would be prepared to lay
that the squatters should not pay an assessment
for the use of the grass with which their cattle
were fed. Even extreme Convention men were
ready to allow that grass should be paid for. Fer
the £3O(),OOO paid by the minen, the squatters
paid £1,500,000; while £14,000/000 worth
of gold W88 exported by the mmen. The
hon. member for Ararat had attributed the distress in the mining districts to the export duty
(hear, hear); but the fact was, tha.t the more
gold a. miner got the less distress he suffered and
the more duty he had to pay. The argument
was a non sequitur, for the conclusIOn evidently
Bought to be made out was that the less gold a
man got at minin~ the more duty he had to par!
(Laughter.) To Impose a tax on a raw m&tenr..l
might be thought wrong by political economists,
bat it. must be remembered that while the
squatters were compelled to-as it were-collect
their own tax for the use of the grass, the
attemr to make the miners pay directly fer the
uae 0 the gold-fields had failed terribly, 88 the
Ballarat riots would prove (hear, hear); 80
by no other mode than a gold export
eould the miners be compelled to furnish their
quota to the revenue. This tax, too, was not
only to pay for the use of the ground, but also
for the very extraordinary expenses which the
Government were compelled to incur during the
years 1851, 1852, 1853, and 1854, when the first
rush to the diggings took place. The hon. member for Ararat, also, very disingenuously ma..le
out that the Government had credited the
miners with .£3,000,000, whereas .£300,000
was all that W88 expended. (" No, no,"
" Hear, hear!') He (Mr. Hood) was prepared to
prove that the a.mount spent was double that
stated. Under the circumstances, he was prepared to support the export duty on gold on/rinciple. The arguments brought forward ha 1'0t
appeared to liim convincing, and, at any rate,
the time to bring forward the motion was not
well chosen.
Mr.O'SHANASSY said, it was not the first
time p?liticians in that House had crossed from
one SIde to the other, only for the purpose of indulging in reCrimination, and such was the case
in the present instance; but he did not intend to
follow a principle involving such loose morality.
The plan he illtended to pursue, was to weigh
well the effect of legislation on the country of his
adoption. Regarding the present question solely
from that point of view, without reference to individuals, heJ'oined issue with the hon. mover,
on the groun chosen by that gentlemen. If this
tax were unjust in principle, he would-unlike
the hon. the Commissioner of Trade and Customs
-vote for its immediate removal, whatever
might be the consequences. It was \,roposed
to let the matter go to a Committee to
revise the tariff, but if the principle were
in part unjust no time should be lost in
abolIshing the duty, whether a substitute were
ready to hand or not. He, however, opposed the
motion, because he thought it was necp.8& ry to
uphold the principle that any man appropriating
a portion of the property of the State for his own
benefit should pay something to the State in consideration thereof. The man who cut timber, or
used water, or any other State property, ha.d to
pay, and the principle was applicable to all. What
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did a man pay £1 an acre for la.nd if such were
not the pnnciple? As well might a man who
built a house or sowed a crop be exempted from
paying for the ground he used, ,on account of the
good done to the country by his superior industry,
88 the miner take the nation's gold for nothing.
The miners themselves thought so too, and when
he was up the country last year he was scarcely
ever requested to .a.bolish the duty on gold; but
he had heard that the miners had not receil'ed,
any equivalent for their quota to the revenue,
and he had complied with the request, an<1
taken care that the revenue was more fairly distributed. (" Oh, oh," and cheers from the mem-·
bers sitting in close proximity to the hon. member.) If the prinCIple was not as he stated,
national property was not amenable to the laws
affecting any other species of property; and he
felt it his duty to publicly maintain the
soundness of the reasons which first induced the House to levy the tax. The tax
was not levied for the mere privilege of taking
up certain portions of Crown land. The
miner paid for taking out the valuable product of
the eoil-.the gold-for that he paid the State
2s. 6d. per ounce. Now, he dld not contend
that this tax should be continued ad infinitum,
nor that in an altered state of the population it
should not be reduced; but he supported the
tax upon broad ground-that it was Imposed in
consideration of an appropriation on the part of
the miner of a portion of the national property.
. Even the political economist must allow that ID
dealing with the question some equivalent must
be made for such privileges, and if political ec0nomy was not based upon principles of justice
and equity it was worth nothmg at all. As to
the statement quoted by the hon. member who
moved the resolution, that only .£300,000 from
1854 to 1859 could have been properly charged
against the entire mining districts of the country,
he thought the hon. member must have forgotten himself a little.
Mr. M'LELLAN interrupted the hon. member,
to explain that he did not say only .£200,000 or
£300,000 had been spent on the gold-fields. He
stated that, up to the 17th of December, 1857,
£312,419 had been expended, and that a further
sum of £218,383 had smce been laid out on publio
works for the benefit of the gold· fields.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY, at any rate, judging
from his own experience in the Legislature,
was inclined to dispute the accuracy of the statement. However, looking back at the history of
the gold-fields-how persons rushEd to them from
all parts of the world, and considering the expenses that were necessarily incurred for police
protection, for roads and other purposes, it could
not be said that little had been done to benefit
them. The fomation of the Mount Alexanderroad alone was one of the greatest advantages to
the mining districts. Many hon. members would
be able to recollect the delays which used to occur
on that line of road many years ago, and the higa
prices of carriage. A large public expenditure
had been incurred to make that road, which might
well be conSIdered with reference to this tax.
Besides this source of expenditure, there
were a thousand other expenses- in the
cost of public buildings on the gold-fields,
and other conveniences for miners. When, therefore, hon. members talked about all the large
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sums being spent in Geelong and one or two
other towns, he though they spoke over-hastily.
With respect to the metropolIs-with the exception of the Parliament Houses and the Public
Library-he could not see that any great expense
had been incurred. He could no~ see that they
possessed any magnificent court-house, and not
until very recently a good gaol. The improvements which had been made of late had been
chiefly made by means of local taxation on the
part of the City Council, and the people reaiding in the country derived a considerable advantage from many of these; therefore, if the
difficulty lay in the question as to what portion
of the revenue was to be given to this large industrial class of the population, the House should
consider whether they should not do what was
done the previous year-make up the deficiency
as far as possible, and give the miners as large a
portion of the public expenditure as could be
afforded. The Legislature would then have the
satisfaction of knowing that if the tax was just,
it was justly applied. If hon. members in
the House were to give themselves up
entirely to
the
different cries which
arose from the public it would be dIfficult
to say where they would drift to. It was necessary to speak to the subject without fearing or
being biasl:led by any such opinions, in order to
arrive at a rational and just conclusion. No one
would accuse him of being a Melbourne man, or
being influenced by any prejudices unfavourable
to the country districts, as he was himself the representative of a digging constituency. He
begged to say that during the visits he had made
through the mining portions of the country he
had seen no such pictures of misery as had been
painted by the hone mover of the resolution.
He had been among the qua.rtz reefs, where, in
reply to questions which he had put to the minerlS,
he was told that they were averaging £4 per week.
They were living rent-free, wood and water cost
them nothing, and they obtained the necessaries
of life at but a slight advance upon the Melbourn.e prices.
He had also converged with
members of sluicing parties, who told him they
were earning 10s. a day. No doubt that in some
places a goad deal of distress existed, and if this
were the case he would suggest that a Commission be app@inted to inquire into the matter.
(Hear, hear.) He thought it was the duty of the
Legisture to institute such an inquiry (hear), and
to take immediate measures to alleviate this
distress. But to say that the mining population
were ground-down and crushed by the exporttax, which those who were the poorest did not
pay, was to insult the common-sense of the
House. He yielded to no man in his desire to
benefit the mining classes of this country, and
would cheerfully sit with any Committee which
might be appointed to inquire into their position.
He trusted hon. members would address themselves to the serious consideration of the question, so as to place it upon a true basis. He had
stated his opmions conscientiously ar_d upon conviction, a.nd should be glad to hear other members say what they had to controvert his arguments. It was due to the importance of the
subject, and the welfare of the country, not to
rush rashly into a resolution which had not sufficient reason to support it.
Mr. HOWARD, with reference to the ex-
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penditure OD public roads, begged to point
out that the 14 or 15 miles of the most
important part of the main road between
Sawpit and Ravenswood had never been made at
all. He should support the motion-not that he
sympathised entirely with the hone member for
Ararat, for he had not seen those cases of distress to which the hone member had alluded, but
he thought the export tax pressed unequally upon
the people of the country. No doubt a large deficiency in the public revenue would be caused by
its abolition; but if it were clearly proved that
the duty was an unjust one it should be done
away with, and he thought some of the public
works in Melbourne might be stopped to make up
for the loss.
Mr. FRAZER rose to propose an amendment
which he thought would meet the wishes of the
House. He concurred with the opinion expressed
by the hone member for Kilmore-that the
mining popUlation did not get their fair share of
the revenue, and it was to remedy the evil that
he proposed to amend the resolution.
He
moved" That, inasmuch as the immediate abolition of
the export duty upon gold would materially interfere with the arrangements of the Government~
this House considers it unnecessary to abolish the
duty at once, but upon the condition that the
greater portion of the revenue so derived shall be
devoted to providing an increased supply of water
to the mining districts, and towards increasmg
the resources of the gold-fields."
The SPEAKER said that the amendment, so
worded, would involve the question of appropriating public money, and the question could not
therefore be put.
Mr. FRAZER regretted that portion of the
motil)n which was the most important c01illd not
be put, as he thought it would do away with the
principal objection made to the original resolution. He believed the gold-fields had been much
neglected hitherto, aDd that If the Government,
in forming their Estimates, would vote a larger
share of the expenditure for the benefit of the
miners, the result would speedily be seen in the
formation of water-courses, the introduction of
engines, and the general advancement of the
mines and the development of the country's resources. (Hear, hear.) If a large sum were set
apart for opening up new ground and for prospecting, a great deal of the surplus labour in the
metropolis would be called into action on the
gold-fields, and many interests would be advanced. Unless some such step were taken by
the Government, he should consider it hiB duty
to vote for the abolition of the tax by supporting
the motion.
Mr. WOODS maintained that the tax was an
unjust one. It was an exceptional tax, and it
was unjust that 66,000 persons should have
to pay £316,000 per aBnum for a. tax which no
other class of men were compelled to pay.
Not only was the tax an unjust one, but
it pressed the most heavily upon those who
were least able to bear it. Although the destitution on the gold-fields was not generally known,
and, therefore, not so generally credited, a great
deal of distress existed. It was not so palpable
as the same destitution would be in Melbourne,
because the men who suffered were for the most
part persons who had formerly occupied a. different
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position i'h life, who would rather put up with
their difficulties in silence, then suffer them to
be made known. A tax which took away 3 per
cent. of their income, was, nevertheless, an unjust one; further, it was an exceptional one.
Take any other class-the tanners for instance ;
they paid a tax for the privilege of producing
boots aad shoes for the benefit of society; but
what was the tax of £5 a-year? Was it equal to
the duty of 2s. 6d. per ounce levied upon the produce of the miner? He did not say, with the hon.
the Commissioner of Trade and Customs, that
the duty was such an oppressive one that he
had pledged himself to do away with it,
&c., and then-that he could not do it.
That was the argument used by the Highland
ca.teran when he levied H black lliail" (a laugh),
but it was no argument to be used by the Government of a British country. The hon. member
for Kilmore had, plausibly enough, endeavoured
to make out a case for the continuance of the
duty by 8tating that it was but a tax for rent,
and that a large portion of the national property
was given for the benefit of a few. But he would
remind the House that it was only when the
labour and the capital of the miner had been
expended upon the land that the colony was
benefited by it. It was, in fact, the production
of his labour and industry which had made the
colony; and yet, with the exception of Melbourne,
what part of the colony was benefited by it?
What was the condition of the large class of men
who thus produced the staple reRource of the
colony? It was even worse than it was seven
years ago. He bad heard no reason adduced to
Induce hIm to believe that the miners should be
80 taxed; they paid their import and other
duties re~larly, and it was unfair to place
any additIOnal tax upon 'hem. In England,
with her large exports of coal and iron,
no such policy was adopted. The silks of France
paid no export duty, nor the wines of Spain, nor
-to go to less civilised countries- the tea of
China. The export duty wa.s a. peculiarly Victorian invention, worthy of those who invented
it. An ad valorem tax would have been a more
equitable one; for, while the gold of Ararat,
which was worth £4 per oz., was taxed 2s. 6d.
gold from Mount Pleasant, valued at only £3
138., was also taxed to the same amount. The
greater portion of the revenue derived from this
duty had also been spent for general and not
for local purposes. A system of local taxation
would have been far preferable. He should
certainly vote for the motion; and if it were
rejected, he trusted that the suggestion of the
hon. member for Kilmore, to appoint a Commission to inquire into the real state of the mining
districts, would be acted upon.
Mr. IRELAND had listened with attention
to the hon. gentleman who had just sat down,
but had heard nothing which, in his opinion,
8upported the proposition. The hon. member
appeared to have entirely lost sight of the as·
8umption that the national property was appropriated to a large extent by the miner. He
would like to know where, elsewhere than in the
mining districts of this country, could be found
66,000 persoIlll who received from the Government .£10 000,000 of public property. As to the
hon. gentleman's argument about the tanners,
he would like to know whether the Government
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supplied them with raw hides for nothing, as they
gave land to the miners? He appeared to forget
that all this property belonged .to the Government. As for the Chinese tea, he could say
little about it, it was not probably given for
nothing; but in Mexico the lead and quicksilver
were taxed by the Government; and he challenged any hon. member to show any precedent in which such benefits were conferred
upon anyone class of people without some taxation being imposed in return. At the same time,
it was but right that the tax should be spent
principally in the development of the gold-fields.
The argument in favour of local taxation was
rather an argument in favour of the tax than
against it. It was impossible not to see that the
prosperity of the gold-fields was intimately connected with the formation of roads to connect
them with the metropolis, and for these and
other purposes it was necessl\ry to maintain
the tax if it were a just one. A great many
different causes had contributed to produce the
destitution which existed on the gold-fields; and
it was desirable to take evidence on the subject,
with a view to alleviate it. At the same timt', he
could corroborate the statements made by the hon.
member for Kilmore, as to the prosperity of many
places which he had visited. He thought that if
sludge-channels,
water-courses, and other
modes of developing the resources of the country
were entered upon, more would be done to benefit the country, and the miners themselves, than
by knocking off so large 8. portion of the public
revenue.
Mr. CARPENTER said that he should not
have opposed the tax had all thc:l money thus collected been spent on the improvement of the condition of the mining community; but he believed
that all the principal public buildings in Melbourne, even the present Houses of Parliament,
had been erected at the expense of the mining
population. The roads in various parts of the
gold-fields were at present in a most incomplete
state ; and he believed that if more a.ttention had
been paid to them, and to instructing miners, by
means of models, as to the best methods of working
the ground, and that if the gold-fields were supplied with wa.ter, there would not be so much objection to the tax. Unless some pledge was given
by the Government that evening that the duties
collected would be more equitably distributed, he
should support a motion for their abolition.
Mr. CATHIE supported the resolution. He
had no wish to embarrass the financial position of
the present Ministry, but the resolution} in his
opinion, only went so far as to say that the gold
duty was impolitic, and calculated to retard the
mining interest, and that it ought tq be removed
a.s soon as possible. It was a tax on the mental
and physical exertions of the diggers, and there
was no other imposition, either in the colony or iD
England, so oppressive. He would call on those
members who enunciated protection views to 8U~
port the resolution, inasmuch as it was theIr
avowed object to develop native industry, and freetraders ought to support it, because they held that
all commerce and all products should be free.
Mr. HEALES would vote for the propositien,
nor could he see the difficulties which the
hon. the Commissioner of Customs apIf there was an addendum,
prehended.
that the tax should be immediately a.bolished,
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he would hesitate before he put the
country in the H considerable fix" alluded to;
but the House was merely asked to give an
abstract expression of opinion, without pledging
itself to the immediate abolition of the duty.
He could not understand the view taken
by some hon. members in advocating this
resolution, that they would not object to the
duty if one moiety of it were returned.
He could not understand that doctrine, and he
thought the advocacy of it tended to weaken the
cause of the gentlemen who supported the resolution. The gold export duty was a special tax,
imposed on one class of the community, and he
for that reason objected to it. He thought the
dig'Jrers, by their exertions, paid fully for the
gold they obtained, and it was to be borne in
mind that the gold discoveries and the exertions
of the miners had placed the colony in a position
it would not under other circumstances have
occupied. The gold, when obtained by the
miner, was available as a medium of exchange
the moment it was taken from the ground, and
in that respect they were much more valuable
colonists than the squatters. The gold of the
miners was sent home to pay our foreign debts
and to purchase those articles which could notbe
produced in the colony. In this respect also
the gain derived from the miners to the colony
was much greater than from the squatters.
The latter clasf!, it was true, shipped wool, hides,
and tallow to the home market, but he understood that the profit derived from those articles
was very limited, and the chief gain of the
squatters was from the carcase of the
animal.
For that advantage they had to
thank the increased population, caused by
the influx of people to the gold-fields. He
had some carefully prepared statistics from an
a.uthority which the Government would not, if
they knew the name of the gentleman whose
work they were, venture to dispute. From that
statement it would be seen that the total number
of acres of land in the colony was 53,344,646,
of which, up to the 30th of September,
3,380[820 acres had been sold. He found that
the and actua.lly in use by the diggers was
128,000 acres. The land in occupation of the
squatters might be stated in round figures
at 45,000,000 acres. He believed it was
much more, there being only a very small
portion of the country unsold which was not
occupied by the squatters. The whole rental
paid for this land was £270,000, or something
like lAd. per acre, and the sum to be anticipated
to be aerived from the gold export duty for 1859l
according to the Estimates, was £340,000; and
the amount he believed was nearly correct; and
in addition to this £60,000 would be derived from miners' rights, and also a sum
of upwards of £5,400 from parties taking
up leases, giving a total £405,400 from
this source or £3 4s. 10d. per acre. And even
supposing the gold export duty was abolished, the
renLal paid by the diggers was lOs. 2d. per acre.
The hon. member for Kilmore has been complimented for his speech by the hon. member for
Mandurang and Crowlands, but he (Mr. Beales)
was a.t a. loss to understand what the hon. member for Kilmore had said to eliCit approbation
from the gold-fields members. It was said by the
Ron. member for Kilmore that the diggers got
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water; but he (Mr. Heales), having peculiar notions about water, thought it was Goti's free gift

to all men, and that it ought not to be set down
as a reason for the gold export duty that the diggers got a drink of water. He would not wi&h to
supplant the present Ministry, for he had a
great respect for their personnel, but he
would not give them a slavish support.
If they expected it they would not get
it. Since he had taken part in public affairs,
he had endeavoured to legislate for the whole
community, and he opposed this tax because it
was oppressive and was confined to one individual
class. Legislation of this character was not calculated to advance the interests of the colony;
but, on the contrary, tended to reduce it to the
Little Pedlington, to which he was a.fraid, under
present circumstances, it was rapidly dwindling'.
Dr. EV ANS would go as far as the hon. member for East Bourke Boroughs in saying that he
had no affection for the personnel of the present
Ministry. (Laughter.) He would also go so far
with him as to say that he would do nothing to
embarrass them or prevent their easy occupa.tion
of their seats. The resolution was merely an
abstract proposition, and he was astonished to hear
any member who professed to know anything of
the principles of political economy stand up and
advocate taxation on the raw produce of the
colony. He had never before within that House
been called upon to express any opinion
on this question, but in his connection with the
Press, he had never advocated but one opinionthat the tax was only to be tolerated during the
transition from one condition of things to Mother.
It might be objected that the Ministry-of which
he was a member-did not remove the tax when
urged to do so, but they were committed by the
Parliament to large public works. A loan was
to be raised in a foreign market, and its success
was doubtful. Under those circumstances the
Government would not have been justified
in doing anything which would diminish
the revenue of the country. (Mr. Rarker
here made some observation to the hon. member.)
He would not avail himself of the explanation
which his hon. friend wished to make, in order
to show that individually they had acted consistently, because he thought that each of the
members of the Ministry were res~nsible for the
acts of his colleagues and the opmions they collectively might express. His views with respect
to the tax were always the same, and he ventured
to say that a tax of the character of the gold
export duty was not imposed in any other part of
the world. (Hear, hear.) It appeared to be reserved for statesmen a.t the antipodes to reverse every established principle of political economy. The complaint of the miners
was not so much that the tax was exacted,
as that no part of it was spent in the
districts in which it was collected. He travelled
recently through a gold-fields district of 60
square miles, and from which not less than
£125,000 of taxation was collected from the
miners annually, and it was almost without a
road. He, in his addrtlsses to hi .. constitllents,
guarded hImself from making any pledge on the
subject of the abolition of the duty, but expressed
his intentIOn of using his individua.l exertions to
. procure its gradual reduction. He did n~ hellieve the country was at present in a positliOU to
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allow the abolition of this source of revenue, but,
if this resolution were placed on the records of the
House as an expression of optnion on the question in a.n abstract point of 'View, it would be
for the hon. the Treasurer to look around
for other means to supply the deficiency
which would be created in future yea.rs. He
totally dissented from the doctrine that it
was the duty of the hon. member who
brought forward this motion to insta.nce some
other source from which revenue might be derivedif the gold export duty were aboliRhed. It was
for the representatives of the people to show the
grievances under which any part of the community laboured. and it was the duty of Ministers,
when the opinion of the country was expressed, to
act in accorda.nce with it, and it remained with
them to supplement the revenue by other means,
if necessary. He must congratulate the hon.
member for Belfast on the new light he ha.d
gained as to the wrongs of the squatters
since he joined the Liberal party. (Laughter.)
In conclusion he would say, that the argument
principally relied on was, that no substitute for
the obnoxious tax was offered, but it must not be
forgotten that with substitutes the House had
now nothing to do. The motion only stated a
principle, and on that hon. members were called
to vote. Besides, it must be remembered that
the opinion of a very large section of the community was against the tax. Those who objected
to the ta.x might not, perhaps, speak with
grammar, or conduct themselves with elega.nce,
but their opinions were not the less entitled to
respect: and believing, as he did, that there was
nothing in the a.bolition but was consistent with
the most absolute wisdom and the best pnnciples
of political economy, he should vote for the
motion.
Mr. WOOD had great hesitation in speaking
after the hon. member for Kilmore, as it would
he like going over old ground again. (Hear,
hear.) He thought the House would have done
wisely had it divided immediately after the hon.
member had concluded his speech, as he did not
see that anything could be added to wha.t that
hon. member had said. However, as the tire had
been kept up on the other side he was bound to give
Mo shot in return.
He had not had the privilege
-if it was one-of hearing all the arguments
adduced, but he had had the advantage of hearing the hon. member for Avoca, in whose speech,
however, only two a.rguments were contamedthe first was that every political economist
was opposed to a tax on labour; and the other was
that there was not a smgle road made in the hon.
member's West Riding. As to the first argument,
the hon. member had made a great flourish about
political economists. He (Mr. Wood) found, iD
the course of his practice at the Supreme Court,
tha.t certain gentlemen would frequently brinl{ in
a. great pile of volumes treating of law.
Mr. IRELAND.-Na.me.
Mr. WOOD would acquit the hon. mem~er
for Maryborough of being a party implicated.
(Laughter.) These 2'entlemen would Bring their
heaps of law books, and quote all manner of
good authorities at weary length; but it
would pretty generaJI,. be found that, quote as
they would, the authorities somehow never
bore upon the matter at issue. That was the
(lasewith the hon. member for Avoca in the

present instance; he had brought· forward
capital arguments, but they had nothing to do
with what was before the House. (Laughter.)
Political economists had been discussing the
right of the sovereign to impose duties on native
produce; but the case now before the House
was very different from any before known. In
the cases alluded to in the books, the soverei~
had parted with the land of the country, and In
the present case the Crown was still the rightful
owner of the land. The introduction of the
landlord element made the book arguments quite
incompatible with the peculiarities of the present case. The hon. member for Avoca. would
hardly come down with the argument that the
landlord had no right to demand payment for the
tin, iron, copper, or other valua.ble metals that
might be found by his tenant on his land. The
hon. member fonned a distinction which he (Mr.
Wood) could not, because the sovereign in this
colony assumed the position of a landlord, and
that which would not be wrong in the landlord
in one case could not be wrong in the landlord in
the other. He (Mr. Wood) could not see why
the State, as a landlord, should not do what if any
other la.ndlord did not do he would be set down as
an idiot. The wisdom of a private individual was
equally wisdom in a State. The next argument
was, that the hon. member for Avoca had travelled 60 mIles without seeing a bridge or
macadamised road. How that hon. gentleman
travelled he (Mr. Wood) could not conceive, unlell8
it was inside a dark coach, or while he was
fast asle4iU>. (Laughter.) Perhaps the hon.
member might know so little about the matter as
to be able to travel thousands of miles all over
the colony, and yet not find a road, or without
knowing there was one near him.
Dr. EV ANS.-But there are the printed
accounts of the Road Board. I hold them in my
hand.
Mr. WOOD.-If there was a Road Board in
that district, no one ought to know better than
that hon. member that the Road Board collecta
rates, and that the Government gives double the
amount collected, as a grant in aid. At least
roads ought to have been made under those circumstances.
Dr. EVANS.-But these roads came under the
Roads and Bridges Department.
Mr. WOOD.-Then why refer to the Road
Board? The hon. member for Avoca. was very
uncertain in what he alluded to. After all, wha~
the matter came to was this-that the hon.
member had been nearly two yean in office and
had grossly neglected the wants of the country
population. (e< Hear, hear," and laughter.) But
wliat had all this to do with the case? Suppose
not one-quarter of the roads had been made, did
that show that the gold tax was a.n unwise one?
What had a neglectful expenditure to do with
the principle upon which the moneys were levied!
(Hear, hear.) It might as well be said that
because a landlord was a fool he should not
collect his rents, and the faults in spending a.
revenue did not entitle a Government to
deprive itself of one of the sour088 from
which that revenue was derived. He admitted
that there might be an a.rgument against the
duty, and that was, that no note was taken of the
fact of whether a man had been unusually SUDcessful, or the reverse: but that did not ma.kethe
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tax a bad one. In the assessment on stock the with the rags than the export duty. He did not
same objectionable feature was present. The think the House should be influenced by these
squatter was not assessed according to the value appeals, when the ground of them could hardly
of his run, but according to the number of his be sustained. If the House was willing, he
CIIottle. Still the squatter, who, by industry and would vote for a reduction if it were shown that
care, bred the same amount of stock on bad all would be benefited; but if the .£3OO~OOO "ere
ground as the owner of a good run bred on his struck off at once, only a few woula get any
superior ground, had to pay the same as the advantage. If the taxation were to be reduced,
latter. The gold duty, too, made no dis- let all be benefited, and let, for instance, the
tinction between gold taken from a few tax be taken off tea and sugar (hear.. hear), and
feet below the surface, or obtained from other necessaries of life. That woula benefit all,
one of the deep shafts at Ballarat. In and not a cl&.8s exclusively. He saw no reason
the case of the squatters, were the assessment for miners to be exclusively favoured, at the
made on the capabilities of the run, more justice expense of every one else. .£300,000 could not
might be done, but the revenue would suffer. He be so easily spared, though some persons imagined
hoped, however, to see some such system intra- it was so easy; and he would rather, by far,
du~d into the assessment on stock, but the prin- that the tax should be removed-if at all-from
ciple would not apply to miners' claims. He be- the necessaries of life, which were consumed by
lieved, however, that though it was an injustice the miners as well as every other class.
Mr. BRODIE could not understand the practo levy the same amount of duty on all claims,
it would be a greater injustice were the tical effect of the observations of the hon. memricher claims made the criterion; and there- ber for Ararat. He would, however, first remark
fore the poorest kind of claims were adopted as on the comparison drawn by the hon. members
the standa.rd. If the duty were oppressive, it for the Ovens a.nd Belfast between the squatters'
was only in a very sligh~ degree. His reason for assessment and the gold duty. Who had paid, in
saying so was the readiness of miners, reality, the assessment on stock? The enhanced
in addition to the 2s. 6d. duty, to pay prices of sheep had been occasioned by the
rent when they were mining on private miners, who had, by paying £1 per head for
property. That was a strong argument in favour sheep, defrayed the assessment. He thought the
of his opinion that the poorest claims were made hon. members who said the tax was a just one,
the criterion, as it were, of assessment. He was and asked why should it not be retained, were
The tax in effect pressed
quite willing that an inquiry should be made as rather unfair.
to whether the tax was oppressive, but his expe- on every one who lived by gold-mining; and \0
rience was the same as that of the hon. member them it was owing that Melbourne had risen so
for Maryborough.On very few occasions had he gloriously beside the banks of the Yarra., and to
been asked to vote for the repeal of the duty, this and other things to the advancement of the
and on every such occasion he always replied that country, they had paid far more than any other
he looked on the duty as rent which every miner class in the community. As for the roads round
should pay. If that rent were excessive, he was the gold-fields, were there not municipalities le\'ywilling to consent to a reduction. On looking, ing taxes as in Melbourne? and it must not be
however, at the amount of rent paid by forgotten that the roads were an equal, if not
squatters, he found the latter very much heavier greater, benefit to the squatter and farmer. He
than that paid by miners. (" Oh, oh.") Having found tha.t miners paid £2 per head per annum
repeated the arguments previously adduced by more than a»y other cll'ss. Did they receive ~n
the hon. member for Belfast (Mr. Hood) Mr. equivalent for that £2? It appeared to him
Wood proceeded to say, that by those figures it that till that was shown, there was no reason
&howed tllat, while the miners paid at the rate why the tax should be levied. With reof one thirty-seventh, the squatters paid at the gard to the argument that unless the hon.
rate of one-seventh. On the whole the gold duty member for Ararat brought a substitute
was a very fair duty to pay. It had been urged to the gold export-duty, he had no
u a rreBBOn for its abolition that the roads were right to introduce his motion, hewould remark
very .bad in the mining districts. The roads that the Government were appointed to carry on
round M~bou.rne had been made by money from the business of the country, and hon. membeIs
the land. sal~~ but at the diggings only a com- who deRired to establish a principle were not
parativelyemall amount of land had been sold; called on to teach the Government their duties.
and if the tax ,Wel'e abolished there would be It had been said that the miners were taxed only
still less money to spend there. Besides, out of their profits; but, on looking at their avethe population in towns paid rates to the rage incomes, very little profit would be seen;
Corporation, aud had ,quite as much right to com- and when it could be shown miners were receivplaiD of taxation as the miners. He would say a ing class adva.ntages for a class tax, he would
few words respecting the ad miaericordiam ap- allow the tax to be a fair one. He did not wish
peal.that bad been .made ,by the hon. mover, who to embarrass the Government, and really thought
had spoken.of the destitution of the mining dis- the suggestion of the hon. member for Maldon,
tricts. He (Mr. Wood) had travelled through the to reduce the duty by one-half ti1l1861, might be
country, and never seeD these seenes of destitu- carried out with advantage.
Mr. HADLEY rose to support the motion, on
tion. Other persons had dODe the same ; and the
hon. member must have come from.& part of the the ground that the tax was unjust and impolitic,
had the effect of a clus income-tax. No
and
.country where the miners were in au unusually
bad condition. If so, it might be aecounted for matter whether a miner lost or gained on his year's
by tbe fact 'that in that parl of the country the wOlk, hewas still taxed 3 per cent., from the. payminers had most opposed the introduction of capital ment of which he·could not escape. He believed
-"Dd mining .leases. That had no doubt mor.e to do that, as the last straw might break the camel's
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back. the last halfcrown which the miner paid for
duty might have just enabled him to bottom a
ahaft or move to a new gold-field, and so save him
from destitutIon. The hone member for the
Ovens was wrong in assuming that the Government stood in the right of a landlord to the
I!4!Ople, but he (Mr. Hadley) would rather think
the Government were as directors to a people's association, or trustees for the people's estate. He
would not Tote for the motion to embarrass the
Government, for, in common with very many
others, he had determined to give the
Government
a very cordial and hearty
support; but a.ll they Wished to do now
was to affirm the principle of the motion.
Mr. WOOLLEY thought that the tax, if it
oould be called a. tax, was a most equitable one,
inasmuch as the miners had a right over a portion of ground a very small portion of which
could be estimated above ground. The argument
adduced that to make up the deficiency caused
by the aix;lition of the tax the amount voted for
public works should be reduced1 he considered
most fallacious. He quite agreea with the arguments of the hon. member for Kilmore, that the
land belonged to the people, and that the Government, as trustees for the people, should
settle the value of the land. It had been stated
that the tax was an income tax, and pressed only
on one portion of the people. He did not think
that it did so-although he considered that an income tax was a most just one. (H Oh.") The
present tax he considered not as an income
tax, but as an assessment, similar to that
paid by the squatters. He would remark
also with regard to the small portion of ground
th"t it was said the miners had, that every person must know that it was not limited to that
allotted to him, but many had undermined land
of which he (Mr. Woolley) and others held the
fee-simple. (Laughter.) Before the Bill for
Mining on Private Property was carried the
owner of land was prevented from mining on his
land, but the miner was not prevented from
undermining the land. He had been on the
gold-fields a great deal, and had conversed with
~ntlemen who had heen on them alRo, but he
had never heard the present outcry raised against
the tax, and it was his opinion, as he had stated
to his constituents, that the simplest plan of taxing the miner, who had free wood and water,
was by levying a duty upon his gold. In conclusion, he would say, that the fact had been completely lost sight of that the Government took
charge of the gold of the miner, kept up an
expensive escort to convey it safely to the metropolis free of cha~e, and, if it were lost, were
bound to replace it. (" No responsibility.")
lIe therefore thought 3 per cent. was not an
exorbitant charge.
Mr. GILLESPIE thought the supporters of
the motion had fallen into two DllRtakes:Firstly, because the duty had not been spent
upon the gold-fields, that therefore it was most
unjust. He did not think that such an objection
had anything to do with the justness of the tax.
(Hear.) And, secondly, because it was heavy
that the tax was unjust. That, he conSIdered,
was equally fallacious. (Hear.) He contended
that the tax was not unjust or impolitic; and he,
as a member for the gold-fields, hoo always,
from his experience as a resIdent. on the
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gold-fields, considered it equitable. He did
not consider it had been equitably exbut it was the duty of the
pended
gold-fieids members to see that it was more
equally divided, and that the gold-fields received
the sha.re justly due to them. The storekeeper
and miner had been classed together; but he
thought there was no analogy between them, as
the one merely paid a licence for squatting on the
land; while the other, like those persons who
took gravel or soil from Crown lands, had to pay
for the means of getting a living. He thought
the present manner of taxing the miner was the
only politic, just, and equitable way in which he
could be taxed.
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN, after congratulating
the House upon the calmness with which the
question had been discussed stated that he
thought a great many fallacies had crept into the
arguments of hon. members-for instance, comparing gold with wool, the former being worthless until it was taken from the ground by man.
He would move, as an a.mendment-which he
called upon the Government to support, inasmuch as it was almost a repetition of the principles they had enunciated.. That in the opinion of that House the export
duty on gold, as it presses on one class, ought to
be abolished as rapidly as the exigencies of the
State will admit."
He believed, from his own experience of the
gold-fields, that there was a general feeling
against the tax; and he found that at Dunolly,
where there were when he was in that district
50,000 miners, it was the general impression that
the tax was unjust and inequitable. He trusted
that the gold-fields members would not vote
against his amendment as if they did so their
own resolution would be iost.
Mr. HENDERSON seconded the amendment,
and stated that during his canvas at Sandhurst
all that was said about the export duty was in
favour of its repeal. He was in favour of its abolition, as he conr.idel'ed it most unjust. The dilgers
he looked upon as skilled labourers, who contributed indirectly most largely to the revenue of the
country, and, therefore, ought not to be taxed
more than any other class. He thought the arguments in favour of the export duty were most unfounded and unjust, and as a representative of
one of the largest gold-fields, he felt that he
should not be justified in giving a silent vote.
He believed that diggers did not complain so
much of the pressure of the tax as of the in~
equality of the manner in which it was distri·
buted. He believed they would not object to it
if they derived more beLefit from it than they did
at present. For those reasons he should support
the amendment.
Mr. DON supported the original resolution.
He considered the duty upon gold to be unjust,
because the purchase of the miner's right was
more than an equivalent for the damage done by
the miner in pursuing his vocation; especially as,
after all, In his opinion, the damage was not very
great. It was said that the diggers had taken
the gold from the ground, and that the
gold was the property of the State; but
he would ask what was the use of the gold
unless it was collected by the labour of man. If
that were admitted, any tax placed upon the head
of. a.ny party was a species of class-legislation he
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hoped the House would not tolerate. The IIliner
was, as rega.rded a.rticles of consumption, ta.xed
equally with other classes; and it was unjust,
nay ungrateful, to him to ta.x him over a.ny
other man. Before the digger came to this
country the people were almost as uncivilised as
the natives (great laughter" and therefore it was,
as he sa.id before, ungrateful to him to tax him
more than anybody else. He thought that all
classes should pay equally for the protection of
their lives, as every man's life was equally
valua.ble ; but property ought to be taxed
according to its amount. But that was not
the case with the miners. The pastoral tenants
of the Crown had been compared to them,
but there wa.s not the least analogy between
the two classes, as if the former were taxed a
hundred times more than they were at present
they weuld not be so heavily taxed a.s the di!rger
who had to pay 2s. 6d. duty on his gold. 1t had
been said that if the duty were abolished the
revenue would suffer; but was that fact to be
taken into consideration when a question of
justice was concerned ;--the one would be merely
a misfortune, whereas the other was a crime.
He believed that no other country in the world
required the same amount of r~venue in proportion to its population as this country did, and he
would recommend that the Government should
use the pruning-knife, and adopt the same course
when there wa.s any occasion for retrenchment as
they would adopt in reducing their own private
establishments. His hon. colleague Dr. Embling
bad made excuses in favour of the tax, which
would nl)t admit of any palliation. The hon.
member said the tax was unjust, but it was
not so bad as the tax formerly levied.
Now} he (Mr. Don) thought if it were unjust
it should be given up. The question was,
whether it was better that the gold should
remain useless, or whether all inclined to go
in and collect the particles scattered about
and thus make a living and help others, should
be allowed to do so. He thought in this country
men should be induced to collect the gold, and
that they should not be charg-ed more than any
other members of society. He thought with
regard to the amendment of the hon. member
for Collingwood, that it; was much better at once
to go straight to the point, and he should therefore vote, as he said before, for the original
motion.
Mr. J. S. J OHNSTO N would support the amendment, although he re}>udiated the grounds taken
by the mover of it. That gentleman wished to
tax the rest of the community, and hand over
the proceeds to the diggers. (" No, no.") As
an old colonist, he must take exception to the
remarks of the hon. member for Collingwood.
He could assure them that before the gold discoveries colonists did not strut about in old
hlankets or opossum n'g~; but it was not impossible, if free grass and all the other panaceas for existing evils were obtained, that the colony mIght
~n return to itssavage nomadic sta.te. (Laughter.)
He was surprised at the harrowing accounts given
by the hon. member who moved the resolution
of the condition of the miners, while at the same
time petitions were presented to the House
asking it to abolish the leasing system and so
prevent capitalists from coming among them.
Such representations agreed very ill with the
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statement made by another hoo. member, that
men employed in quartz-mining were earning
wages of from £3 to .£6 per week. He, loB
a member of the old Council, was one of
the first to propose a gold export duty
instead of a licence-fee.
The proposai
was not adopted. The licence-fee was continued,
and the Ballarat riots were the consequence. He
denied that the tax had worked badly, or that it
was unj,!st ; at the same time he would be glad
to see it ultimately abolished. (Hear, hear.) It
was raised at a time when it was neceesary to
levy a tax of a. character less objectionable ilian
a licence-fee, and had then a salutary effect.
Mr. SINCLAIR supported the amendment.
Mr. NICHOLSON rose to address the House
because of the amendment by the hon. memOOr
for Collingwood; and he might state at the outset that he was opposed to both the original
motion and the amendment: to the motion because it set out by saying that the tax was unjust;
to the amendment because it alleged the tax to
be a class tax. He contended that it was no tax
at all, but simply a rayment made by certain
parties for the use 0 public property. (Hear,
hear.) If hon. members wished the gold export duty abolished, let them be consistentz
and do away with every tax upon the use of
public property. Let the man who wanted land
for the purpose of coal-mining, cutting timber, or
who wanted to use the grass of the colony, have
them for nothing. If one class of the community
were to be allowed to enjoy the products of the
colony without payment, then let the same principle apply to all. It was said that the diggers
raised gold to the amount of £10,000,000 per
annum; but he thought it was a very poor argument to adduce as a reason why they should not
contribute something to the State in return
for so large an am)unt of its wealth.
He held that the tax was nothing else than a
fair payment for the use of private property.
The payment was formerly made in the shape of
a licence-fee; to that the diggers objected, and
in their petitions to the Legislature prayed that
they might be allowed to pay the tax m the shape
of an export duty, as bemg more equitable.
The question raised by the motion was-not
whether the duty was excessive, whether it shoulil
be Is. duty or 5s. duty, but that it was unjust
in principle. (Hear, hear.) He maintained that
it was a fair payment for the use of public property, and if levied in the shape of an export
duty, it was at the wish of the miners themselvet!. It was f'&id by way of argument that the
gold itself was worthless to the community, and
was only made valuable by the labour of man;
but he would ask what value any other raw material had until it was made valuable by labour.
He noticed with regret that there was a dispo..
sition on the part of individuals using the property of the Crown to get rid of payment for it.
The same position was formerly taken up by the
squatters; they said that the grass was valueless1
and ought, therefore, to be given to them to feea
their stock. (Hear, hear.) Now, the same argument was being used by the miners. If one
portion of the community were to have the grass
of the colony for nothing, and another portion
the gold, he would ask whether those who wanted
the timber, or any other product, ought to pay
for it. He might be told that there was no such
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thing as a.n export duty on gold in any other
{!ountry, and California. might be cited as an
example. He believed there was no such
duty in California; but it must be remembered that there was an ad valorem
duty ranging from 18 to 25 per cent. on all imported articles. (Hed-r, hear.) He would ask
hon. members whether the miners would prefer
a tax of tha.t chdJ"acter. It must be borne in
mind that there was another interest to be conJilulted 80FI well as that of the miners--there was
the agriculturists; and he would ask hon. members representing agricultural constituencies
whether they were prepared for an ad valorem
import duty. If the one ta.x were withdrawn
another must be substituted.
It was said
that there was no wish to embarrass
the Government by asking for the immediate abolition of the duty on gold. He
did not see that the Government would suffer
any inconvenience. The expenditure must be in
proportion to the revenue, and if it were decreased
by half a million the Government would be relieved of a. very great amount of responsibility.
It was for the House to say whether the public
works of the colony were to be carried on or not,
but he thought the time chosen for the introduction of this motion-the same evening that
the Estimates were laid on the table of
the House-was exceedingly inopportune. It
might be alleged that the miners had not an
adequate portion of the public revenue devoted
to them; but it must be borne in mind that, in
addition to the sums actually expended on the
gold-fields, there was an extra expenditure incurred on their account indirectly,-the police
force, for instance, and the expenditure on roads
and bridges. The railways were an especial
benefit to the miners, opening as they would
the communi 18otion direct between the mining
districts, via Melbourne, and all parts
of the world. The expenditure of eight millions
sterling on the railways was a benefit to the
miners excluslvely. (H No, no.") Railways would
be decidedly injurious to the agriculturists,
because by means of direct communication produce might be conveyed to inland districts cheaper
than it could be produced in their own immediate
vicinity. (Hear, hear.) He was somewhat surprised to find that the class having the most
valua.ble interest in the country, and the richest
gold-fields in the world in their hands, should
come forward and ask to be relieved from their
due share of taxation. If the motion had been
to reduce the amount of the tax, he would have
been :prepared to go into statistics and argue the
question, and if then the tax were found to be too
burdensome, to reduce it in amount. Maintaining as he did that the tax was a just one, he
would oppose both the motion and the amendment.
Mr. REEFER did not think the gold export
duty was unjust in principle, and it was only fair
that the State should derive some income from
the gold obtained from the resources of the
colony. He thought the establishment of a Mint
would obviate any inequality which might press
on the miner. He would retain the tax on the
crude metal, and would also tax sovereigns when
exported. He did not think the amendment
fairly met the case, and would suggest that the
bon. member for CoIling wood should alter his
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amendment thus-CC That in the opinion of this
House the export duty on gold &8 now levied
being a tax on the mining classes, it ought to be
a.bolished as rapidly as the exigencies of the State
wul admit of."
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Ministry seemed
unable to d.istinguish between an export duty
and a tax. The diggers paid a tax for the use of
the land they occupied when they paid for their
miners' right. (Hear, hear.) It was the duty of
the Government to hold out every inducement
to persons to locate themselves in a new country.
Under certain circumstances an export duty
might be advisable,-for instance, where the raw
material was produced but not manufactured, as
in the case of wool; but that principle would Dot
apply to gold. He would ask why on the same
principle that the gold export duty was advocated
was not a tax imposed on the wool and hides exported from the colony! He could say from his
own experience in canvassing the digging constituenCles that the desire for the repeal of t.he
gold export duty was universal.
Mr. LOCKE .contended that. the gold export
duty was a direct tax upon capital. He ha.d
been engaged in mining, and frequently raised
as much as 10 ounces of gold per week, but
which was not more than sufficient to meet his
current expenses; while he, although deriving
no benefit from his labour, nad to pay ten halfcrowns to the State. One argument was, that
the duty was easy of collection, and therefore
ought to be reta.ined; but if that argument held
good, it would be equally sound to retain any
tax, however unjust, merely because it was eas1
of collection.
Mr. SERJEANT said he could not support the
amendment, because it would have the effect of
shelving the question for the present sessiOIl.
Neither could he support the motion in the vague
form in which it was put. As for the plea of
necessity, he feared the necessities of the State
were likely to mcrease instead of diminish. The
hon. member proceeded to quotE" different returns of expenditure upon roads to the gold-fields
and export returns, to prove that great discre-o
pancies existed in the statistics which were laid
on the table of the House for the guidance of
members. He then went on to say, that one of
the arguments used by the hon. member (Mr.
Woods) for the abolition of the tax, was that it
was 3A per cent. upon the profits of the miner.
Mr. WOODS begged to explain; he had stated
that the tax was 3 per cent. upon the gross receipts of the miner, and not upon his profits.
Mr. SERJEANT contmued.-He was able toprove that, taking the expenses for timber and
machmery incurred by the miner, his profit was
not more than 25 per cent. upon his earnings.
Although the hon. member for Kilmore had given
favourable accounts of his visits to the quartz
districts, he could show hlm that at Ballarat
there were more claims which paid 3Os. than.£4
a-week. lIe was convinced that the time was yet
come when quartz reefs would pay if only
half-a-crown profit was left out of the ounce.
That time was not yet come; but it was necessary
to legislate for the future, a.nd to give every encouragement to the miners. He hoped that the
motion would be withdrawn.
Mr. M'LELLAN replied.-He said that from
the tone which had been taken by the gentlemen,
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on the Treasury benches, he feared that they did
not intend to do much after all, and he thought
he was not speaking his own mind alone, when
he said that the sooner they were swept from
those Benches the better. (Laughter.) Thehon.
the Commissioner of Trade and Customs,
a.lthough profeBSedly pledged to his constituents
to do away with the export duty, had nevertheless shown that his conscience was so pliable that
he could support it ufon grounds of expediency.
The Attorney-Genera had also supported it, but
without, as it a,{!peared to him, any just grounds.
Again the Chief Secretary had tried to prove
that the miners, as a claBS, were the best paid in
the country. He appeared to forget how much
it cost the miners to produce the] 0 millions. It
would be) found that it cost them nearly 19s. in
the pound. Another gold-fields member said
he had never heard a voice raised against
the export duty.
For his part, he had
never heard any miner who approved of it.
The hon. member for Castlemaine said he had
never heard of any complaint in the gold-fields;
but when it was considered how that gentleman
had been f~ted at Maryborough, it was no
wonder that no such questlOns had been brought
before him. (Laughter.) Ma.ny facts had been
coloured, and, it seemed to him, coloured in
order to conceal the truth. (" Oh, oh.") It
was an undeniable fact that a great deal of destitution existed, and he did not think that the late
leasing regulations had done much to remove it;
and those regulations had been done away with
since the acce'Ssion to office of the late Government.
It was also urged that large sums were expended
upon roads and bridges, but he would Just remark that in his own district only .£10,000 had
been laid out for such purposes. The greater portion of the expenditure was incurred in Melbourne, and even in the formation of the main
roads the city merchant derived the greatest
benefit. Even the large buildings in the metro~lis originated from the labour and industry of
the miner. He would however, say no more on
the subject, as every honourable member had no
doubt made up his mind.
The SPEAKER then put the question.
The House divided as follows, and the original
motion was lost, by a majority of 36 to 16.
FOR THE MOTION, 16.
Mr. Fraser
Mr. Loader
)bo. Barton
- Barker
- M&eadam
ter

I.

FOR THE AMEND-HENT.
Hr. Fraser
Hr. MacadalDo'
Hr. Andenon
- Hadley
- H'Lellu
- Bailey
Barker
- O'Hea
- Bartou
- HeaJea
- Prenderpa·
- Brodie
- Hendenon - Pyke
- Carr
Howard
- Russell
g:~r:ter -- Hunter
- Service
- J.S.Jobnaton - Slnclair
- Cowie
- Keefer
- J. T. Smith
- Don
- Embllng
- Loader
- L. L. Smith'
- Lock
- SUlpben
- EVanl
- Everard
- Lyall
- Woods.
AGAINST IT.
Mr. Amsinck
Mr. Nlchoblon
Mr. Ireland
- Bennett
- O'Sbanaaay
- King
- Lalor
- 8erjeant
- Brooke
- Ebden
- M'Culloch
- Wood
- Woolley.
- Firebrace
- Newton
-Hood
Mr. WOOD understood that.the hon. memberfor South Bourke (Mr. L. L. Smith) gave hiS
vote for the N oes~ but that he afterwards crossed
over, and that nis vote was- recorded with theAyes.
Mr. L. L. SMITH explained th:1.t he did cry.
"No," but it was his intention to support the
a.mendment.
The SPEAKER explained that the votes of
hon. members were taken from their voicesrather than their \llaces. The hon. member,.
however, had explamed that it was a mista.ke6
which was sufficient.

=

SUPPLY.

The SPEAKER announced to the House that
he had just received a messa;ge from His Excellency, dated December 2,1859, transmitting the
estimated expenses for 1860, with the Supplementary Estimates for 1859, and recommending:
an appropriation of the consolida.ted revenue'
accordingly.
LIEN ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

Mr. BARTON moved, pursua.nt to notice,
that in the opinion of this House it is desirable
to give to contractors and workmen engaged on
buildings, and other works of a like nature, &
lien upon the property improved by their labour
or materials to the extent of the owner's interest
in the property; and, contingent upon the passing of this resolution, that a Bill be brought in
for the purpose. He trusted that he should be
allowed to bring in this Bill without any discus- Beales
- M'Lellan
sion. It was merely a.n abstract of a Bill in force_ Don
_ Boward
- O'Hea
in another country, and the only objections
Hunter
- WQOds.
- En.na
which were likelr. to be brought forward were as
_ Everard
to its practicability, and not as to its desirability.
AGAINST IT, 36.
He
hoped the discussion would be reserved to
J(r. Amsinck
Mr. Henderson Mr. O'Shanassy
the second reading.
_ Bailey
- Hood
- Prendergast
Mr. EVERARD seconded the motion.
_ Bennet'
- Ireland
- Pyke
_ Brodie
- J.S.Johnston - Russell
Mr. WOOD observed that if the hon. member
_ Brooke
- Keefer
- Serjeant
WlBhed to bring in the Bill without discussion he
_ Carr
- King
- Service
had better not preface it with the resolution ac_ Cowle
- Lalor
- Sinclair
companying it.
- J. T. Smith
_ Ebden
- Lock
Mr. BARTON then, with the consent of the
_ Embllng
- LyaJl
- L. L. Smith
House, withdrew the resolution, and obtained
_ Firebrace
- M. 'Culll')Cb
- Stephen
_ Gillespie
- Newton
- Wood
lea.ve to bring ill lit Bill to secure contractors a
_ Hadley
- Nicbolaon
- Woolley.
lien.
Mr. WOOD did not mean to oppose the introThe amendment was then put, upon which a
second division took place, with the following duction of the Bill. But he would remark that
result, the amendment being carried by a ma- it was not the invariable practice of the House of
Commons to allow, without~'pposition, the first
jority of 36 to 17.
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reading of a Bill. He had no intention of objecting so the motion, but would probably, when
the second reading was moved, ho.ve to oppose
it, unleBB the Bill assume some such
a form as would provide U that the workmen
should be paid by the person for whom the house
was built, provided he had not previously paid
the builder."
Mr. BARTON could inform the hon. member that the Bill would take that shape.
CITY BOUNDARIES.

tc That the hon. the President of the Board of
Land and Works be requested to lay before Parliament within 12 days after the passing of this
resolution a full statement of the expenditure
which the Board propose to incur in the construction of railwa;y works during the ensuing 12
months; also a full and detailed report of its
proceedir..gs under the Railway Act and Railway
Loan Act, and accounts of all moneys received
and expended under the said Acts, to the 30th
October, 1859."

Mr. LOADER postponed the following motion
GOVERNMENT DEBENTURES.
standing in his name until Thursday next :H That the prayer of the petition from the
Mr. HARKER moved, pursuant to notice,
Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors, and citizens of that the whole of the correspondence between the
the City of Melbourne, praying that so much of late Government and the six Banks, having rethe Standing Orders as relate to the introduction ference to the sa~e of our debentures in London,
of Private Bills be suspended, in order to admit be laid upon the table.
the introduction of a Bill to adjust the boundaries
Mr. M'CULLOCH said there would be no
of the City of Melbourne, and to make further
objection on the part of the Government to proprovision for defining the wards thereof."
the correspondence required.
duce
RAILWAY EXPENDITURE.
The House adjourned at five minutes past 11
The following motionl standing in Mr. Heales's
name, was postponed till the following Tuesday :- o'clock until 4 o'clock on the following Tuesday.

FOURTEENTH DAY-TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1859.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

SURVEY MAPS.

Mr. FRAZER gave notice that On Thursday
The SPEAKER took the chair at 10 minutes he would move that the hon. the Commissioner
past 4 o'clock.
of Lands and Survey lay on the table of this
House a skeleton map of the colony, showing
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.
the puhlic roads under the control of the Roads
The SPEAKER laid on the table of the and Bridges Department and by tints defining
l
House the report of the Civil Service Com- the portions to be made
in 1860, the portions
mission.
already made, and the portions remaining unNEW MEMBER.
made.
The SPEAKER announced that he had reRETURNS.
ceived the return for Richmond of Mr. J. G.
Mr. SERVICE laid on the table of the House
Francis being duly elected. The hon. member a return of the cost of fencing undertaken by the
was immediately_afterwards introduced by Mr. Government.
Mlchie &nd Mr. M'Culloch, and was sworn in due
MASTER AND SERVANTS ACT.
form at the Clerk's table. Mr. Francis then
took his seat on the Ministerial bench as CornMr. DON gave notice that on Thursday
mis.'!ioner of Public Works.
he would move for leave to bring in a Bill to
amend the Masters and Servants Act.
ADMINISTRATION OF INTESTATE ESTATES.

THE BILLS OF PRIVATE MEMBERS.
Mr. MICHIE gave notice that on the following day he would ask the hon. the AttorneyMr. SNODGRASS gave notice that on the
General what funds are at present in any bank following day he would ask the hon. the Treaor banks, or elsewhere, to the credit of the officer surer to place a sum on the Estimates to defray
administering intestate estates in this colony? the cost of preparing Bills of a public character,
Whether any periodical insp'ection and audit of but introduced by private members.
such accounts 18 had; and if so, by whom, and
ROYAL MINT.
when?
Mr. PYKE gave notice that on Tuesday he
RAILWAYS.
would moveMr. O'SHANASSY gave notice that on the
t t That in the opinion of this House it is defollowing day he would ask the hon. the Treasurer
- Whether he will place before this House sirable that an address be presented to Her Moat
for its consideration, prior to the departure of Gracious Majesty, praying that a branch of Her
the next English mail, the final proposals and in- Majesty's Royal Mint may be established in Melstructions of the Government to the Railway bourne."
REFORMATORIES.
Loan Agents, relative to the sale in 1860 of the
£3,000,000 of Victorian debentures mentioned in
Mr. BARKER gave notice, that on the folloW'his letrer of the 17th ult.? And on what day ing Tuesday he would ask the hon. the Chief
the Government propose to introduce a Bill tor Secretary if the Government intend to establish
a reformatory for juvenile criminals, or an induathe purchaae of the Geelong Railway!
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trial school for deserted children, not being orphans; and if so, when !

[SESSION
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WEIGHTS .AND MEASURES.

Mr. VERDON, pursnant to notice, asked the
following question standing in his name: If it
BARRISTERS AND ATrORNEYS.
is the intention of the Government to introduce
Mr. KEEFER gave notice, that on Thursda.y a Bill to legalise the use of the standard weights:
he would move for leave to bring in a:Bill to and measures at present in the colony; and if
amend the law relating to barristers and attor- so, when?
Mr. PYKE said it was the intention of the
neys.
Government to introduce such a Bill after the
REVISION OF THE TARIFF.
Christmas recess.
Mr. GILLESPIE, in the absence of Dr. EmHAMILTON.
bling, postponed the following motion standing in
Mr. LALOR, in the absence of Mr. Mollison,
the name of that hon. member:"That a Committee be app'ointed to inquire postponed until the next day the following quesinto and report upon the tanft' of this colony, tion standing in the name of that hon. memwith a view to its re-adjustment; 'such Commit- ber:" To call the attention of the hon. the Presitee to consist of Mr. Pyke, Mr. M'Culloch, Mr.
Loader, Mr. M'Millan, Mr. Ebden, Mr. dent of the Board of Land and Works to the
circumstance
that the plans and specifications for
M'Lellan, Mr. Carr, Mr. Everard, and the
:plover; and with p,ower to take evidence; three the police buildings at Hamilton were not sent
down in sufficient time to a.llow the residents
to form a quorum. '
there to compete for the contracts; and to ask
FIJIAN ISLANDS.
that such instructions may be given as will prevent a recWTence of this neglect."
Mr. HADLEY gave notice that on Thursday
he would moveMUNICIPAL REFORM.
"That in the opinion of this House
Mr. VERDON, in the absence of Mr. Stephen~
the value and importance of the Fijian asked the following question :Islands, from their geographical position their
Whether a Draft Municipal Reform Bill, said
vast natural resources, their peculiar' adap- to have been prepared by the late Government in
tation to the growth of the cotton of commerce compliance with the suggestions of the Municipal
the capacity of the inhabitants to appreciate and Conferences held in Melbourne in 1856 and 1858,
embrace the advantages of civilisation, and their is in the Law Offices. And if not, whether it is
political and commercial relations with the Aus- the intention of the present Government to bring
tralian colonies, render it highly desirable that into Parliament such a. Bill; and if so, at what
they should become the possession of the British time.
Cr?WD. That the proposal made by the principal
Mr. NICHOLSON suggested that the motion
chIef to cede the sovereignty of the Fijis to Great
Britain offers a. favourable opportumty to effect should be postponed till the following day, as the
this object. Contingent upon the above resolu- Attorney-General was not then in the House.
tions. being carried, that an address be presented
MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.
to HIS Excellency the Governor, requesting His
Mr. FRAZER, pursuant 1.0 notice, asked the
Excellency to tranRmit the resolutions to the
hon. the Chief SecretarySecretary of State for the Colonies."
If the Government intend to introduce a Bill
PETITION.
for the better management of the gold-fields, and
:\Ir. HEALES presented a petition from the when. When they will be prepared to introduce
cordwainers of Melbourne, praying for the ap- a Bill to legalise mining on private property.
pointment of a Sel{'ct Committee to consider the Whether it is the intention of the Government
to place any sum on the present year's Estimates,
necessity of a revision of the tarift'.
and if so what amount, for the purpose of prospecting and further developing the auriferous
RAILWAY PLANT.
resources of the colony. If the Government inMr. VERDON, pursuant to notice, asked the tend to make any provision for furnishmg the
hon. the President of the Board of Land and gold-fields of tbis colony with an ample supply of
Works the following questions standh.g in his water for mining, domestic, and sanitary purname, addingl by leave of the House, the con- poses; and if so, at what time they will be pretracts enterea into with Messrs. De Pass Bro- pared to lay their scheme before this House.
thers and Co., whether he has any objection to
Mr. NICHOLSON said it was not intended to
lay on the table of the House the contract
made between the Government and Messrs. introduce a Bill on the subject of mining on
private
property until after the LlLnd Bill and
Raleigh, Dauglish. White, and Co. for the importation of the railway plant; a statement show- the Estimates were passed. In regard to the
109 the names of the vessels employed, the other question, he mIght say that no sum had
dates of their departure from London and arrival been put on the Estimates for the purpose
in Hobson's Bay, the quantity and dellcription of stated.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT.
the J!;oods conveyed in each ship, and the rates
On the motion of Mr. M'CULLOCH, the
of freight char~ed and pa.id for each shipHouse then resolved Itself into .. Committee of
ment.
Mr. FRANC IS said there would be no objec- Supply, Mr. Lalor in the chair.
Mr. M'CULLOCH rose, and moved that tbe sum
~on to lay the papers referred to on the table of
of £13148. Id. be voted as salary to the Registrarthe House.
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General from the 1st to the 6th of January, whole matter, and the general fitness of the
being at the rate of £850 per annum. He said, gentlemen engaged on the Commission, I believe
in doing so, I will avail myself of the present op- satisfactory results will be produced from their
portunity to bring under consideration the fene- labours. The whole service I trust to see placed
ral fina.ncial position of the country, and will on a better footing. However, we have sucendeavour to be as concise, and, at the same time, ceeded in materially reducing the amount of exas clear as possible. The balance-sheet, with penditure: we ask for .£3,230,047,-last year's
the other financial papers, now in the hands Estimates called for .£3,662,540; so that there is
of hon. member!!, show at a glanne what will a reduction in the amount proposed to be exbe our position at t.he beginning of 1860-viz., pended of £423,493, besides having this year
£200 000 in hand; and as we are now within one to pay an increa.sed charge of £115,000 for inlIwnt'h of the close of the year, there is no doubt terest on the railway loan. This is a step in the
that the estimated balance is as nearly as possible right direction, although not so far as could
correct. Starting with that amount on hand, be wished. I trust that in 1861 the expenditure
there is next the estimated revenue of the year, will not exceed £3,000,000. The revenue I have
which I ha.ve put down at £3,150,000; and on put down at £3,150,000, or less than the estimate
the other side there is an estimated expenditure for this year by £234,000, which difference is
of £3239,047, leaving a probable bll.lance of more than made up by the falling off in the
.£110 952 to be carried forward to 1861. I will revenue from the sale of public lands; so that if
first ~all attention to the items that compose the there had been no alteration in the mode of dealfinance account for 1860. The hon. gentleman ing with the lands, the revenue of 1860 would
who preceded me showed, in the financial state- have shown little or no falling off from the estiment that he brought down to the House mate of my predecessor. But the alterations that
last year, that he estimated the surplus will be made in the local laws will grea.tlyaffect
that would be available from 1859 at the revenue; and I think it must be apparent to
£29,339, so that at that time he under- all that we cannot for the future depend so much
estimated the actual surplus on the year 1859 as we have done on revenue from that source. I
to the extent of £170,660. This increase in have now to ask the House to the consideration
the balance available for 1860 is made up as of the various items comprising the .£3,150,000 of
follows :-The amount available from 1858 has revenue. From Customs I calculate on receivproved to be £475,891, which was estimated at ing £1,692,000, or, excluding the export duty ::m
.£307,869, an increased amount to credit of gold, £1,392,000. Add to this, £33 000 expected
£168,022, for the purposes of the year. The from duty on spirits distilled in Victoria, and
revenue was put down at £3,384,000, but the there is the total amount from that source for
actual amount to be received will not exceed next year of £1,425,000. The hon. member
£3,242,000, or ~ falling off in the revenue of the for Maldon estimated the income from the Cnsyear ~o the extent of £142,000. On the other toms this year at £1,437,000, exclusive of the exhand, there has been a reduction in the expendi- port duty; but the actual receipts will not exceed
ture to the extent of .£144,948. The a.djustment £1,310,000, or £128,000 short of the estimate.
of these item brings out the increased balance The revenue from Customs has always been looked
for 1860 over what was estimated for last year. upon as a good index to the general condition of
I now come to the Estimates and other docu- the people, and the present falling off as compared
ments that I have submitted to the House; and I with the estimate is serious, if it cannot be acmay here say that the Government entered on counted for otherwise than by a reduced conthe consideration of the Estimates of the year sumption. My opinion, however, is, that the
1860, and the general finances of the country, with estimate of revenue from Customs has for the
the earnest resolve to curtatl all unnecessary past two or three years been put down too hi~h,
expenditure, and to economise as far as that as every year hn.s shown an over-estimate. In
could be aone-having in view the efficiency of 1857 it was £73,064; in 1858, £75,347; and this
the various departments of the service. The year it will not be less than £128,000. In m,
short time that we have been in office, has pre- opinion, part of the loss of revenue from thIS
vented us from carrying out the retrenchment in source this y,ear may be attributed to the :position
the expenditure that was desired. Besides, when of mercanttle matters in the colony dunng the
the Estimates were being framed we had not the past few months. The dealers in town, as well
advantage of the report of the Civil Service Com- as in the country, have been keeping their stocks
misSIOn, which is much to be regTetted, as there of dutiable goods as Jow as possible, and thus recan be no doubt that there will be much ducing the revenue; but as far as that circumvaluable information contained therein for guid- stance goes, the revenue for next year will get
ance in the framing of future Estimates. With the benefit; for as soon as business becomes
the short time at our disposal we felt that it more healthy, and confidence restored, there will
would have been unwise to have made any be larger supplies taken out of bond. It may be
general sweeping reduction, either in the amount interesting to notice the various articles on
of salaries or in the number of officials. Such a which there (has been a d~ficiencr-on spirits,
course would probably have led to great injustice. £67,000; tea, £15,000; wme, £17l 000; sugar,
There cannot be a doubt but that the salaries in £15,000; and coffee, £5,OOO-making a tota.l
the Government service are ill-adjusted, so that of £145,000; from which there has to be
whilst some officers are underpaid there are deducted an increase beyond the estimate of duty
salaries too high. Such a state of matters will, I received on tobacco, £11,000, and .£6,000 on
have no doubt, be most equitably adjusted by opium,-together, £17,000; leaving a nett defollowing the report of the Commission; for, ficiency of £128,000. Taking the estimate I have
although I know not yet what that is, still, from made under the head of Customs, including the
the time that has been devoted to expiscate the I duty on spirits distilled in the colony, but excluX
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sive of the export duty )n gold, I\t '£1,425,00\" it
will be seen that I have added about 8~ per cent.
on the average, or avout £115,000, to tne revenue
of the present year. Now, bearing in mind that
the revenue from Customs in 1858 exceeded that
of 1857 by .£72,000, and, as I believe, that the
reduced receipts of the past year arise chiefly
from the stocks in the hands of traders being
unusually light, and as these will, no doubt, be
replenished from the bonded warehouses and importations early the next year, it appears to
me to be a safe calculation that I have taken. I
may say that the receipts from Customs in 1858
were .£1,312,653. My estimate for next year is
£1,392,000. The amount put down for duty on
spirits distilled in the colony is apparently high,
but, from the returns that have been furnished,
it is not beyond what may be reasonably calculated on. The export duty on gold, I regret to
say, shows a very marked falling off. The estimate last year was .£340,000, but the receipts will
not exceed .£288,000-11. deficiency of .£52,000; and
this is probably the most unfavourable item that
I have to attend to; not so much on account of
the loss to the revenue, as the loss it shows, as
compared with last year, falling on the mining
population. It is difficult to account for this
falliug off in the exports of this our staple production; and I hesitate to give r.n opinion as to
that, in the presence of so many hon. members,
who, from their thorough acquaintance with the
gold-fields, are so much better qualified than I
am to do so; but from all the information that
I can I!ather, it does not appear to proceed from
any failing in the productiveness of the goldfields/ but that it may be more properly attribute<1 to the change in the system of working
for gold; and my belief is, that as soon as the
associated companies, that are now being formed,
have their machinery in full working order, we
shall have a considerable increase to our weekly
receipts. At all events, from all the information
I can get, I have felt justified in estimating
the duty on gold at £300,000, or nearly £12,000
beyond the receipts of this year. I trust that
the estimate will be considerably exceededindeed, I have the greatest confidence that it will
be so. Miners' rights have produced '£45,000
against an estimate of '£40,000. I have assumed
that the receipts of this year will be maintained.
The only other it.em under the Division No. 3 is
the probable revenue from leases of auriferous
land and guartz veins. This is a new source,
and it is dlfficult to arrive at what may prove to
be an approach to a correct estimate' but the
amount put down I feol satisfied win prove a
safe one. Of late there has been a considerable
increase to the number of leases that has been
taken out, and if any of the companies for quartzcrushing now being formed are at all successful,
the demand for such leases will be very much
increased. Under the head" Ports and Harbours'
I have put down the revenue from this source at
the same amount as will be received during this
year, namely, £23,000. The present state of business here does not justify me in expecting that
there will be any increase to the arrivals and departures of vessels next year. I now come to the
proceeds from the sale of Crown lands, £500,000.
This amount is estimated on the assum}?:
tion that the Land Bill before the Assembly WIll
become law. A larger amount might with all
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safety have been calculated on, but it is almost
impossible to say what effect the change in the
law,. as proposed~ will haye on the r.eceipts. It is
not Improbable, if there 18 that anxIety to acquire,
land that is believed in by many, but that the
revenue from this source may be as great as during
the present year, namely, upwards of £800,000.
There will certainly not be so much received from
town lands, and, indeed, the present state of the
money market will very much check all speculative purchases; but, even with that, I consider
my estimate as one that is certain to be realised
from the legitimate demand of the people. For
licences I have estimated an mcrpase of £43,650 :
the estimate I have based on the receipts of
this year, keeping within safe limits. On the
various items there is an increase, with the
exception of licences for publicans, which
shows a falling off to the extent of £8,000. I
may here inform the Committee that a licence
has been proposed for bonded warehouses
amounting to .£5,650. The amount is small, and
it may be said that it is scarcely worth while
bringing in a licence for; but altogether independent of the amount it is only a proper and
fair charge to be mbode against keepers of bonded
warehouses. The Government supplies a locker
at an annual expense of .£250 or £300, and the
bonus is only meant to cover the outlay on the
part of the Government. It may be right that I
should inform the House that the tax was removed in 1856 or early in 1857, and ever since
that time I am satisfied that any gentleman who
has held the office of Commissioner of Trade and
Customs has felt his unpleasant position in
arranging for the working of the bonded stores.
A certain amount is voted annually by the Legislature for the payment of lockers, which confers
a monopoly on those in possession of warehouses
already bonded. The proposed change will
permit of all parties who may apply
to have the privilege. From posta.ges.t~~he
receipts for tllls year will be '£100,uuuan increase of 10 per cent. on the previous
year's receipts; and as 1858 showed an increase
cent. over 1857, I consider I have
of 15
assume a safe estimate at an increase of 10 per
cent. On fines and forfeitures there has been a
deficiency of ,£4,500. I have taken the returns
of this year as the estimate for 1860. Chinese
rates were last year estimated at .£60,000, but
the actual receipts have been only .£52,000.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-A quarter of the year
was lost.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-Be that as it may, as
many of the Chinese have been leaving the colony,
I have put down .£50,000 as the amount likely
to be received next year. However, much will
depend on whether there is to be Cl. continllance
of emigration of the Chinese. I think that the
amount assumed will be made good. I think it
right to state that the increased amount for rents
(exclusive of lands) is made up from the lease of
the patent sli~ at Williamstown, which has been
lell.8ed to a pnvate company, say at .£2,000 per
annum. The electric telegraph was last year
estimated to produce £18,500, and the amount
that will be receivtkl in the year will be fully
'£22,000. I have had a careful estimate made of
the probable returns of next year, the result of
which shows that there will not be less than
.£30,000 from this source. The amount invested

ler
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in the telegraphs in the colony is £130,000. The
working expenses are about £19,000, and the
receIpts £30,000, leaving a. 8urplus of £11,000, or 8
per cent., on the money invested; besides which
all Government messages, and tney are many in
number are carried free of charge. l'lany of
the statIons have been lately opened, and there
is the almost certainty of a great increase in the number of messages transmitted. The hon. member for Maldon calculated
last year on a revenue from the Sewerage and
Water OQaunission of £30,000, but I much regret
to say, that not one penny has been received from
that 8OU1'oe, and on inquiry at the secretary, I
find that he had only £2,000 on hand, barely
enough for the necessary working expenses.
Rowevel', I understand that £12,000 has been
remitted to England for pipes, in order: to carry
water to Williamstown, but I question how far
that disbul"Rement was in accordance with the
Act. In the meantime, the matter is being inquired into. It appears to me that the management of thIS business of water supply is in a most
unsatisfactory state. The Government has come
under obligations to the extent of £800,000, and
it will be observed by the special appropriations, that next year there has to be
paid on account thereof £50,000 for debentures redeemable in 1860, and a further sum
of interest of £39,480; together £1:$9,480.
Now, it is quite clear that this undertaking
ought, under proper management, at least to
keep the State free of any charge for interest 011
account of the advance. The Government has
determined on transferring the management
to the Board of Land and Works, so that
soma expense will be saved in its management; but what is of more importallce
the whole matter will be carefully examined into.
I have put down nothing for revenue from that
source, although I trust a good sum under the
change of management Illay be received. The
last sum that I have to allude to in the revenue
is £130,000, as the probable receipts from the
railways now opened. Last year the estimate
was £95,000; the receipts were only £GO,OOO;
and I am given to understand that the latter
amount would have been much larger but from
the want of sheds and other accommodation for
goods at the Sunbury station. The present esb'mate has been most carefully prepared, and it is
considered that the amount will be well within
the actual revenue, and has been framed on the
receipts of the past few months. No further
portions of the lines will be opened in 1800, but
It is expected that early in 1861 the line will be
opened to Woodend, and the Ballarat line by
July, 1861. It is an important consideration as
to whom the Government railways should be
leased. I feel satisfied that they never will be
so satIsfactorily worked by the Government as
by private individuals or a company. In meantime, while the works are bemg carried out, it
may be injudicious to lease these lines, but it is
the intention of the Government carefully to
consider this matter; and while referring to the
leasing of the railways, I think that the
same remarks apply to the management
of the water supply to Melbourne.
I
have thus gone over the various items of revenue, and pointed out ~where any differences
have arisen on the Estimates of former years.
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I am well aware that there is a large class of
the community anxiously demanding an alteration of the tariff, and though I am convinced
that a re-adjustment thereof should take place,
it would have been uDwise on the part of the Government to have hastily moved in the matter,
and I consider that all mterests will be better
conserved by the inquiries of a Select Committee
of the House. I now ::ome to the proposed expenditure for the year, viz., £:j,239,047; the
difference betwixt that amount and the Estimates
of last year is, I Rave already stated, less by
£423,492. besides the Supplementary Estimates
of £65,795 for the current year. The Estimates
for the Chief Secretary's Department, including
the Houses of Legislature and the expenses of
the office of the Commisliioners of Audit, show
a \Otal amount of £722,701,-last year the Estimate was £780,690, exclusive of Audit Commissioners, and with the Supplementary Estimates
added, £804,910, so that m this department there
is a reduction of £82,000; but from this has to
be deducted the unexpended votes of this
year, say £40,000, leaving the reduction
in this department £42,000; but there
has to
be further
taken from this
about £20,000 that has been added to the
department of the Attorney-General; the transfer has been caused by the plan which we have
adopted of abolishing the offices of wardens and
Chinese protectors on the gold-fields, and combining the duties thereof with those of the police
magistrates. In this way there will be saved the
expense of three police magistrates and five
Chinese protectors, besides a number of clerks
connected with the wardens' offices. We believe
that the change will work advantageously, and
certainly be a considerable annual saving. I
have erovided six months' salary for the offices
that wIll be abolished. We have also effected a
saving of £1,440, say six months' salary, for the
24 "headmen" hitherto employed for the
Chinese; it is proposed to do away with the office
entirely, so that next year there will be a saving
of £2,900 on that item. In the Police department, gaols and penal establishments, we have
been unable so far to effect any reductIOn of importance,! although there is an iml'ression on the
winds 01 the Government that considerable reduction may be effected; but in such a department I think it would have been unwise to have
hastily reduced the expenditure, and so, probably, have injured the efficiency of the serviceThe granttl in aid in this department have
been mcreased, viz.-£61000 additional, in
aid of the Board ot Agriculture, and
£6,000 towardR the exploration of the interior of
Australia, and £2,000 for libraries in the interior.
With the exception of the alteration already
alluded to, there is no change in the Law Departments. I may here say, however, that the
salaries of all police magistrates have been put
down at £750 per annum, with the exception of
those at Melbourne and Geelong; but provision
has been made for the payment at the current
salaries of the magistrates receiving more than
£750. The object of this is to avoid any reduction of the salaries of those gentlemen now,
and as there will require to be a redistriuution of
the whole staff it would be impossible to Ray for
what particular district the higher salaries should
be put, and besides it is our intention that
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ultimately, as the offices of magistrates become
vacant, that there should be one uniform rate,
with the exception of those stationed at Melbourne and Geelong. I may say that the hon.
the Attorney-General has decided on appointing
police magistrates to act as coroners, as appointments came to be made, without any fees,
except travelling expenses. The changes proposed in the Treasury Department are as follows :-A reduction of one clerk at Ballarat,
Castlemaine, and Sandhurst; the transfer of
the duties of "receivers" and "paymasters" at
Portland, Belfast, Warrnambool, and Palmerston to the Collectors of Customs at these ports.
By these changes there will be a saving this year
of about £1,500, and next year of £3,000; the
reduction can be made without in the least
mjuring the efficiency of the department.
Hitherto there has been £1,450 on the estimates
of contingencies for this department towards
payment of supernumerary clerks. I purpose
reducing this bl' £900. The reduction in the
clerks will be made by an alteration in. the
system in the office, which will not only lessen
the expenditure, but which, I feel satisfied, will
expedIte the public business. The expenditure
for the defences of the colony has been increased
by £7,000. In this is provided the pay for 300
additional men for the 40th Regiment, proposed
to be raised in the colony, and also the colonial
pay of the officers of H. M. S. Pelorus, with a
l8.1'ge addition to the volunteer force in the
colony. The Defence Commission has recommended the erection of Martello towers at the
Heads, and certain batteries on the shores of
the Bay, at an expense of £60,000. This
amount the Government decline to incur, more
especially as there are no gUlliI here at present
that could be used with advantage from the
P!oposed towers; and as, with the Pelorus, the
Victoria, now fitted for service, and the increased
volunteer force, I am satisfied that it would be
unwise at present to incur any further heavy
outlay. If the E~lish Go\-ernment can be induced to send here a second steamer of war, the
Victoria, I think, could well be dispensed with,
as that vessel is maintained at great. expense.
The grants in aid of municipalities I have reduced £25,000, by taking off 23 'Per cent. from
municipalities established previously to 1856, and
similar amounts from Melbourne and Geelong.
This will allow those established during the past
four years to receive about the same amounts as
hitherto; and I propose to carry out this system,
80 that ultimately the Government will be relieved from such payments, except in cases of
recently-formed municipalities. For example,
next ye8.1', from all established prior to January,
1857,25 per cent. will be deducted. The principle proposed I believe to be a sound one, and
I trust that it will meet with the approval of the
Houll6. In the department of Crown Lands and
Survey there is httle or no change in the expenditure; there is, however, a slight decreasesay to the extent of £4,000. For roads and
bridges £637,000 was voted last year, but of
that there will be a considerable amount unappropriated-probably £80,000. We ask from the
House £456,000; so that there is a difference in
the proposed expenditure for these purposes of
'£100,000 in 1860, as compared with 1859.
I regret that a much larger amount can-
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not be set a.side for roads and bridles,
but our revenue will not permit of it;
and in order that as mnch as possible may be
devoted to these purpo')es, it has been determined
to expend no money on public buildings in Melbourne, save what is in course of erection, a.nd
actually required. The library attached to these
buildings must now be completed, as also the
Treasury and the Post Office; but the Chief
Secretary's offices, the foundations of which itre
now being put in at an enormous cost, it is proposed to proceed no further with than the present
contract. The Custom--house will be left as it is
for a time. Some of these buildings are wanted,
but roads and bridges much more so. On public
works there is a reduced expenditure -last year
it was £606,626; this year I ask for £379,000; a
decrease of £228,000, made up in round numbers
as follows: in Melbourne buildings, £44,000;
wharfs, jetties, dredging, &c., £42,000; police
buildings, £45,000; gaols and penal establishments, £45,000; electric telegraph, £23,000 ;
lighthouses, £6,000; rents andfurnitlue, £7,000;
and miscellaneous, say £35,000; and other minor
votes, making up the difference. In the railway
department there is a proposed extra expenditllre
of £39,000. This increase is caused by the expense of the maintenance of the permanent way
and rolling-stock, but which is, to some extent.t
counteracted by the increased revenue that J.
calculate on for the year. However, I must
here again express my hope that these works will
soon be in the hands of private indiVIduals, and
I may say the Government will give that ma.tter
its earnest consideration. In the department of
Trade and Customs, the only change worth
noting is the withdrawal of the vote for immigration purposes-say £53,000. It is now apparent
that the time has come when the Government
must withhold grants of money for immigration,
and I trust that the general prosperity of the
colony will for the future be of itself suffi7ient t()
draw a steady increase to our populatIOn. A
saving will be effected in the Post Office and
Telegraph departments from the combination of
offices. We have decided that in most of the
country towns the telegraph station-mllSter should
discharge the duties of postmaster. This will
ultimately lead to a considerable saving, although
on the present Estimates it does not show much.
I have thus gone over the various departments,
and endeavoured to point out where changes have
occurred; and I think it will be found that
almost in every instance such has been in the
way of retrenchment in the combination of
offices rather than the reduction of salaries. It
is the intention of the Government, however,
although not actually proposing reduction in
sa.laries, not to fill up vacanciei'l as they occur a.t
the rates hitherto paid; and as the Civil Service
Commission report will be in the hands of
the Government, I trust that there will be a
gradual but important reduction in all dep8.1'tments. With regard to the offices that will now
be done away with, it is proposed to dismiss those
officers who have more recently come into the
service, as officers who have been long in the employment are most entitled to consideration. The
vote for education has been asked for as last
year; but I trust that one of the Education
Bills now before the Legislature will be speedily
passed into law, and so save a large outlay
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from the Cen tral GBvernment. . However,
it can SC&Nlely be expected that this change
will take place this year, and therefore
the full amount has been provided. I now
beg to call attention to the change which
has been made in the preparation of the Estimates. I refer t6 the vote for contingencies.
Formerly, the votes were spread over the various
departments, but the advantage in having the
whole in ORe vote is, that there can be a transfer
by bh.e Governor in Council from one item to
an6ther, and thus very materially reduce the
amount that is asked for from the House. In
the present ,instaace I have asked for .£20,000
less than I would have been compelled to do had
the old system been pursued; and, besides, there
will be a simplification of account keeping. The
Audit Office I have thought right to tranllfer to
the Department of the Chief Secretary, and for
this reason-that the Commissioners of Audit
are for the purpose of more immediately checking the Treasury; ther-efore it is more prudent
that they should be under the charge of a responsible Minister other than the Treasurer. The
most important part of the finances of the
colony, at present, in my opinion, is the railway
loan; and here I would repeat what I already
have said in this House, that the employment
of the banks was a gra.nd mistake-it
was
an unusual. course
the
employment of
banks for such a purpose;
and I have no doubt in my own mind that the
presE:nt monetary pressure is, to say the least,
aggravated by that loan arrangement. Had it
been otherwise managed, we should have had
money flowing into us from other sources for
railway works, &Dd the banks would have been
free to have followed their own legitimate business; but there it is, and we must make the best
of it. The expenditure on account of railway
construction to 30th November is £2,446,132.
The amount of debentures transmissible to London
for sale is £3,000,000. The bank advances for railwa.y purposes a.mount to £1,682,500. The debentures sold in London amount to £l,28~,OOO; premium, &c., exclusive of accrued interest, £73,550.
Putting the two latter sums together1 they make
£1,S55,550, against the £1,682,500 advanced; so
that, in reality, the banks have adva.nced £326,950
beyond the actual amount realised from sales, as
far as we are advised of. By a document circuJated amongst hon. members, it will be found
that there will be required next lear for railway. purposes £3,000,000 in roun numbers£2,000,000 for expenditure in the colony,
£485,960 for remittance to purchase plant, <l.nd
Bay £600,000 for the purchase of the Geelong
Railway. A large proportion of the amount will
be required in the first six months of next year.
Now I come to the consIderation of the mode
pursued by myredecessor in the sll1e of the demust at once say that I differ
bentures a.nd
entirely from the course pursued by the hon. gentleman. No doubt it is most desirable that the
highest price possible should be obtained for our
debentures ooDSistently with thereaIisationof sales
suffioient for carrying on our railway works, but it
is on that poillt I think that the system hitherto
pursued has failed. The retail method adopted
with open limits has, no doubt, secured a
nominally high price, but the sales &l·e not
nearly sufficient for our requirements. During
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the month previous to departure of last mail,
there was only £77,000 realised from sales,
whereas our monthly expenditure is about
'£220,000 at present, and likely to continue; so
that, by a continuance of this system, we would
very soon drain the banks, and our works would
either have to be stopped or the general mereantile interests of the colony be sacrificed. If it
was to us a matter of indifference as to whether
or not we got the money now, or at some future
time, then the system of selling as has been done
might be carried on ; but it is absolutely necessary that we should receive the money from month
to month. I, therefore, immediately on taking
office, decided on altering the mode of sale, and
have adopted one more in accordance with that
usually followed in managing such monetary
transactions, viz. :---To call for tenders for alarge
amount at one time, say, if possible, as much as
will carry on the works for one year. This would
put us beyond the reach of injury from any
European war or monetary crisis that may occur
in England, and insure the carrying on of the
works. It may be said that .£3,000,000 put
on the market, is too much at one time;
but when I look at the large amount
of the loans of other Governments so placed, I
have not the least apprehension of the market
being overdone, if an assurance be given that
there will be no further lots put on it for a specified time; and as to any loss of mterest there may
be, I consider that would be more than made up
by the security possessed, so that there will be no
possibility of the works being stopped. for want of
funds. I find from a late number of the Eco,ltomist, that for the Indian loan of .£5,000,000 there
were tenders sent in for £7,500,000-50 per cent.
more than was required, so that I think there
can be little fear of our £3,000,000 swamping the
market. I observe that th~ Indian loan, With
5 per cent. interest, was taken at about 97, or at
a rate yielding 5i per cent. to the lender. And I
may say that the bulk of all such loans are thus
managed, so that we have, at all events, a good
example to follow. I propose to send sealed lImits,
to be opened after the tenders are opened. -I think
that the system of open limits adopted by the late
Government is a most injudicious one. There is
no doubt but that the limits were known to many
of the London people, and tenders were sent in
in accordance therewith. If our limit be not
known, the tenders will be sent in according to
the value, irrespective of our ideas. I believe
that an arrangement was come to betwixt the
banks and the late Government that the
£1,000,000 of debentures pa.yable in Melbourne
were not to be sold here until the £7,000,000
were realised in London.
(Mr. Harker." No, no.") If this be the case (for I have
not yet had time fully to investigate it),
then I am precluded from realising from a source
tha~ would have btlen advantageously available;
but even if it be so, I trust to make some arrangements With the banks whereby, at all events, a
portion of that amount will be placed at my
disposal for sale here.
The accounts connected with the Geelong Railway Company are now
under consideration of the Government, and I
trust that within a very short time they will bA
adjusted, and permit of a Bill being brought in
on an early day, probably befo.re departure of first
steamer, to close that transactlOn, and so remove
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the feeling that has been excited against the
Government regarding this business. Notwithstanding what has been said elsewhere as affecting
our credit, I have no hesitation in saying that the
members of this House, and the people generally:
are most anxious in every point to maintain goOd
faith with all concerned in our transactions. I
have only further to say that I find the cash required next year for the purchase of the Geelong
line wiU be about £400,000, and the remainder is
in debentures. I trust I have been successful in
laying before the House a satisfactory statement
of the intentions of the Government, and hope
that the Estimates will be passed as speedily as
is con!!istent with their due consideration.
Hear, hear.)
Mr. O'SHANASSY did not think that in the
present finaneial condition of the country such a
statement could have been made as that which
had just been received from the hon. the newlyappointed Treasurer. He challenged him to
justify the course he proposed to take, or to bring
any proof in support of the allegations he had
preferred against the late Government. Further,
he considered, in spite of the opportunity which
the hon. member had been afforded of considermg the subject, both in the colony and in the
mother country, that his reasonings were fallacious and unfounded. He (Mr. O'Shanassy) had
watched with great care all the proceedings in
connection with the Railway Loan which the late
Ministry had entered into, and he should be glad
to see any member of this House come forward
with any tangible proof that they had acted
unwisely. The hon. the Treasurer was in the
House during the greater portion of the tiebate
upon the subject, and during that occasion he
had never ventured afler his return from London
to Jloint out one single inaccuracy. Yet it appeared that he had now written a letter- a letter
which, had it not been produced, he (Mr. O'Shanassy) intended to have brought under the consideration of the House-which was likely to
affect in a. serious degree the financial position
and the honour of the country. He repeated
that the hon. member had acted most unwisely
in thus changing the arrangement of the Railway
loan without submitting the question for the
consideration of the House. (" Oh! oh !") To
have written such a letter as the one which he
had just read- to have written it on the 17th
November, when he was aware that Parliament
was to meet on the 29r h-was most injudicious. In
his opinion such a communication ought to have
carried home the sanction and approbation of
Parliament. lIe would ask the hon. gentleman
whether the course pursued by the late Government had not made the railway successful during
their time. According to the latest advices, debentures amounting to about one and a quarter
millions had already been sold in London; and
yet he had heard the hon. the Treasurer reiterating the vulgar prejudice, that because the
banks had been employed to effect the loa!!... that
they had made the money market tight. .He was
surprised to hear such IIoIl argument proceeding
from the mouth of a fiLancier, and would like to
know what would be the present state of the
country if that one and a quarter millions of
English capital had not been obtained. The
money power of the bankR had been thereby
increased, a fact with which the hon. the Trca-
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surer, himself connected with banks, should be
acquainted. As for the tightness of the noney
market, there was considerably less demud for
money at present than some weeb ago. The
argument appeared to hIm most absurd and untenable. According to such reasoning, if the
hon. Treasurer proposed to send three millions
more of debentures for sale in England, what
would become of the country? He had iteard
simpletons out-of-doors advance such reasons,
but to hear the Treasurer of a country put forth
such a.jroposition to the Le!pslatlVe Assembly
appeare to him supremely ndiculous. When
the Railway loan was undertaken, it was
necessary that employment should be found
for a large proportion of the population, and to say, that because the banks
were employed to effect a railway loan for
that purpose the money ma.rket must necessarily
become tight, was to draw a most lame and impotent conclusion. By the arrangement which
had been entered into by the late Government.
there had been a large balance in the hands of the
banks-which they had been in the habit of using
for their customers, and no doubt certain classes
had benefited considerably b>, the loan-so that
the amount had gone immedIately to the credit
of the Government for railway purposes, and instead of ~elling the whole amount of the debentures in the London market, and paying6per cent.
for them, the Government had made use of their
deposits for constructing railwaysl and thereby
To
saved the per centage of the oalance.
use a familiar illustration-they had the
pea under both thimbles. How that course
of proceeding could have had the effect
of tightening the money market he was at
a loss to determine, since the State had the advantage of the money in both capacities. He therefore ventured to tell the hon. Treasurer that no
more successful scheme could have been adopted.
The hon. gentleman did not surely mean to say
that the one and a quarter million debentures
had been purchased by the banks. On the contrary they had been purchased by Engli~h capitalists, and the House would bear in mind that
the hon. Treasurer had at one time contemplated
a negotiation with Baring Brothers. But to lay
down a propoSItion that the present commercial
crisis had been caused by that transaction - (Mr.
M'Culloch. - "Aggravated by it.")
Well, even aggravated by it.
The expenditure of one and a quarter million upon our
railways must necessarily have mitigated instead of aggravawd that crisis. With regard to
the letter wluch was to be sent to England, and
upon which the hon. the 'I'reasurer did not think
it necessary to consult the House, it proposed,
before the depa.rture of the next mail, to fix the
limits of the debentures, and to enclose them in
a sealed envelop to the Chairman of the Board
of Directors, to be opened after the tenders, in
the presence of the tenderers. Now, supposing
the chairman to be the most honourable man in
existence, was it right to entrust the sale of three
milliolUl of debentures to such a declaration?
Supposing the tenderers should all be above
the limit, from some collusion or otherwise,
how would the hon. gentleman at a distance of 16,000 miles remedy the difficulty?
The hon. gentleman ga\"e no explanation of such
a contingency, although the subject appeared to

DEC.

0, 1859.]

SECOND PAnUAMENT.

him quite as imporh.nt n.s the a.ppointment of
wa.rdens to the gold-fields or similar questions.
He did not think the Government would be
willing to let three mlllions of debentl 1 res be disposed of by mea.ns of a. paper sent a distance of
16,OOOmiles. It. was a system which had never been
adopted by any legislative body, and it was necessary for the cOlmtry ca.refully to conslder tile
dilemma in which such a. proceeding would place
it. Supposing, a",ooain, the limit upon the debentures having been fixed at a very low rate,
say £100, a French war were to break out, it was just
possible that a rush of the private friends of those
Illterested in the affa.ir might be made upon them,
and the debentures seized upon by them at a. loss
of 10 per cent. upon the amount they might
otherwlse have realised. Any per centage, in
fact, 2, 3, 4, or 7§ per cent. would be excellent
picking to those who were in the secret. The
country would not be acting wisely in putting
such a. power in the hands of any persons, as
would be conferred by a llaper sent through the
post, to be opened at the precise moment when
three millions worth. of debentures were to be
disposed of. Was the country satisfied with (the
eonduct of those agents or not? If so, definite
instructions should be sent to them; if
not, the contract should be abolished at
once (hear, hear); and he was convinced
that the banks would be quite ready to
glve it up. The 'difficulty, as it appaared to him,
was not to be provided for by a letter after the
sale had taken pla.ce, and when the mischief was
done, and the Treasurer, as an honourably-minded
man, seeing the difficulty, should have taken the
latter course, and abro~ated the policy. Then, if
the pa.rties were not wllling to g~ve up the contract, the Government should take it out of their
hands. (Hear, hear.) At the time the deben
tures arrived in London, there was a prospect of
a war with France. The hone the Treasurer was
then in London. Why did he not, then, upon his
return, come forward and tell the House that the
interests of the country ha.d been sacrificed by
putting the debentures forward at such a
time? He said nothing to tha.t effect
during the whole session. The Government had
felt that if there happened to be any difficulty in
England they had a safeguard on the part of the
banks, who would have had to advance £1,800,000
to the Government at 6 per cent. He would ask
the House if that was not a good protection in
the event of the money market being tightened.
He would, perhaps, be told that the money
would come out of the Victorian deposits, but,
on the contrary l they were the &afeguard of the
Government, and he had heard no argument to
convince him that the hone Treasurer's mode of
rushing the debentures into the market,
and saving the country by means of a
sealed envelope, was a safe one. He was
quite aware that a similar course to tha.t
proposed by t.he hone the Treasurer was
III operation in England, but upon such occasions
the English Government had it in their power to
take proper precautions to_prevent any mischance.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, ",ho was in
connection with the mO:l.ey-powerof the country,
was on the spot to regulate the transaction, and
there was a great difference between England and
a country 16,000 miles distant, unable to exercise
a.ny control over such operations. If the hone
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the Treasurer had any financial a~ent to be present on the occasion he (Mr. O'i::!hanassy) could
understand the system, but in the absence of
such an agent he disputed the propriety
of sending such a letter. He diBtmsted any
system which entrusted such power to the risk" of
a sealed envelope, sinJe it; was just possible, whether by accident or deilign, its contents might ooze
out !Iond be used to the advantage of private individuals. He wished to see a careful estimate
@f the financial requirements of the country for
1860, and the House would then consider whether
it was not better to raise the money at 6 per cent.
than to adopt the dangerous course now proposed
by the Government. He found that in one item
alone t the purchase of the Geelong Railway, a
mistake of £200,000 had been made. He had,
therefore, some reason for distmsting the
other items of calculation.
When it was
borne in mind that the purchase of that railway
necessitated the passing of a Bill through the
House-through both branches of the Legislature
-it would be seen that the arrangements in
London for paying these amounts must be a work
of time. The Government proposed a plan for
raising two milhons of money for the construction
of railways in this country for 1860, but the ql1estion must be considered whether it was better to
rush so large a sum into the London market, or to
raise the sum gradually, and with more advantage to the country. He had never approved of
the disposal of so large a quantity of debentures at once. Was it better to get
the per centage which they, might have, or
to send off such a large amount to be disposed
of at an unknown limit? He was of opinion that
the late Government, instead of being blamed,
deserved something like credit for the course
they had pur!iued. The hone Treasurer would,
he trusted, seeing that he did not advance thls
obje;)tion in a hostile spirit to the present Government, see the advisability of making the
House acquainted with his intentions in this
matter, and of consulting them on the course
to be pursued. It would be a wise course
to consider carefully the effect which
the proposed abolition of contract wuuld
have upon the country before despatching
the proposed letter by the next mail.
He would next take the opp:>rtunity to make a
few remarks upon what the hone the Treasurer
had said respecting the Estimates. On comparing
the Estimates for 1860 produced with those whicn
had previously been drawn up by his colleague,
the hone member for Maldon, he found that, in
five items, the former showed a reduction of
£28,000. Now, the hone member for MaJdon
had shown an equivalent reduction of £26,560 in
the same number of items, and this would show
how two gentlemen in office might approximate.
He felt free, therefore, to conclude that these
Estimates, whether proposed by the hone the
member for Maldon or the hone the Treasurer,
showed very little difference-so small a difference, indeed, that it was wasting the time of the
House in alluding to the subject. He would next
speak on the subject of the railways, and after
repeating the hone the Treasurer's remarks respecting the Sunbury line, he addpd that he
would undertake to prove there was not a deficiency of £120,000 shown. (" How much would
you say?") He was not prepared to say, not
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being in that department. There were no further works to be carried on at Sunbury, save the
erection of a few sheds.
Referring to the
inferior branches of the revenue, he would come
to the sale of lands, and the proposed striking
off of £250,000 f,'om the anticipated revenue as
derived from the sale of lands. He was told that
the sales of land were conducted last year mp-rely
with a view to obtain a revenue (Mr. Service." Hear, hear "), and that they were not arranged
with a view to any other purpose. (Mr. Nicholson.-" Hear, hear.") He would very much
like to see this proved, or he must be speaking at
some considerable variance with his late hon.
colleague. He undertook to say that the land
was sold last year in as small lots as it could be
divided into, and in addition to that, the large
portions were sold in the centres of population.
It was not possible to raise a revenue in this
wa.y: and his hon. colleague who had been at
the head of that department could, he was sure,
give a full and complete account of the whole,
and prove that no large blocks of land, or anything like large blocks, were ever offered for sale
for revenue purposes. He was happy to say
that at the time land was sold-viz., last yearthere was a general disposition throughout
the whole country to purchase allotments
of land, and he believed that disposition would
last as long as there existed money to invest.
This was a healthy sign, and showed the existence of p'lenty of idle money in the hands of
those Willing to employ it usefully. He was
willing to admit that the then Government had,
under existing laws, so thrown land into the
market as to cause persons to buy land who
under other circumRtance!'! would not have done
so, or at least at that time; but that could not
fall to be the case under any circumstances. The
item of land required more explanatIOn than had
been yet given, for a more lame account of it
than had been given he never heard. The present Estimates in effect deducted from the
amounts that would be devoted to the interior
requirements of the country, and the hon. the
Treasurer called that saving. According to that
argument the Estimates might be cut down to
£2,000,000, or even to £500,000, and a great
saving would be declared to have taken place. He
ra.ther disputed that proposition, and thought
£5,000,000 might be spent, and yet great savings
effected, as long as the money was spent
well.
The condition of the country demanded attention; and if roads and bridges
were denied for revenue purposes, thtl
advancement of the revenue would be greatly
retarded. The whole question, however, remained to be re-debated. Such policy might perhaps be designated by the hon. member's constituents as showing no improvement in a reformed Parliament. He yet wished to add a few
words to what the hon. the Treasurer had "aid
respecting the gold-fields, and expenses attending that department. While referring to that
subject. the hon. member also told the House
that the Audit Commission would henceforth be
under the Chief Secretary's control. Was it that
the Treasurer had not the qualifications necessary
in a man who should be respol'.sible for that Commission, and that the Chief Secretary had? He
could not say, and he would pass over the matter,
to call attention to the fact that the hon.
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Treasurer bOO not alluded to- the .£40,000
that was to be saved in the matter of
registratiOf!-t nor had the item been mentioned.
He (Mr. O'Shanassy) would certainly take ca.re money was not wasted again in
registration in such a manner. Regt'et, too,.had
been expressed that the Civil Service CommissiOR report was not before the Ministry while
they were framing thei.r Estimatel'l, so
that there was no chance of their eCOllomising in the matter of salaries. He must also
express his own regret at this, too; aDd at
his not being able to examine the report
before ParliaJOOnt met.
Although the late
Minijtry were taken severely to task for n~ Galling Parliament together earlier tha.n was done, it
appeared, after all, that it might have been called
even later with advantage, 80 that this very report might have been brought before the House.
Of the value of that report he could speak, for
able, intelligent, and experienced men had formed
the Commission, and great pains had been taken.
He himself had boon examined for three hours
before it. Possibly, it would be the best plan to
wait for the report now; and he had no hesitation in saying that, had he the honour of introducing those Estimates, he should be ready,
even with the Estimateil on the table,
to make the alterations which would appear necessary after the report was read,
so that if the report came down in time both documents and report could be read togethel1. NG
member would join more heartily than himself in
carrying out such a plan. He protested, too,
against the statement made of the alleged gloomy
condition of the country. He firmfy belieTed
that if the state of affairs was properly examined,
it would be shown that there was nothing to fear.
All tha.t was to be feared for the country was its.
own rashness and want of wisdom. If matters
were viewed from a right point, and too much
time not spent in endeavouring to oust this or
that Ministry, a great deal of practical good would
result to the country. If, a.bove ill, care was
taken of the revenue, how it was raised and how
spent, the crisis would be easily passed. When the
country had got its railways, it would be placed
beyond the reach of such trifling exigencies. He
had thought, and said, when the line had
been opened to Sunbury, that even did ~pitalists
refuse further aid, the country had it in its power
to complete their railways themselves. (Hear,
hear.) He warned the House w be careful
not to create a real financial crisis, fu more injurious than the little" buzzing" that was annoying them now. He warned the House to be
careful of the sale of the £3,000,000 of d.ebentures in London, or it might be soon found that
they were in the hands of capitalists who might
buy them up and push them into the ma.rket at
their ple8.Rure. He thought that really the people
of Victoria had nothing to fear, and he would
cQnclude with this observation, that he had not
intt'nded to criticise the speech of the hoD..
Treasurer: he would leave that to others to doin the course of discussion. He felt sure there
had been some undue prejudices at work, and
that the money power of the colony was not
dimimshed one shilling.
Mr. NICHOLSON said, with reference to the
remarks which had been made by the hon. member for Kilmore as to the sale of Crown lands,
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that it was anticipated by the present GOVE\rnment that the revenue derivable from that source
during the ensuing year would not exceed half a
million, as they thought that there was not a
disposition on the part of the people to invest
money in land, especially as there was somewhat
a scarcity of money. He arose for the purpose
more particularly of replying to the remarks of
the hon. member who had just sat down with
reference to the railway loan. He had arrived
a.t the conclusion that the Government had made
a great mistake in connecting themselves with the
banks. The hon. member had informed the
Committee that borrowing a certain sum of
money would be a relief to the colony, and would
enhance the moneyed interest in the country,
al'ld that the banks were in the most prosperous
state. It was his (Mr. Nicholson's) opinion that
the banks were not in such a very prosperous
state. They were, no doubt, perfectly sound, but
still not in a. position to advance £1,800,000 to
the Government. He believed that if the debentures were sold rapidly, as fast as the money
was required, the country would be at once relieved from its present pressure. The hon. member stated that the banks, if charged with mismanagement, would be glad to give up the contract-that was his (Mr. Nicholson's) opinionbecause he believed they were suffering from matters they never anticipated when they ent.ered
into the contract. When the war was raging in
Europe It was well known that the debentures
would not sell at anything like a rrice in the
London market, and if that state 0 things had
~ontinued for two months longer the railway
works would have been stopped. The hon. member had objected to a large number of debentures
being placed in the market at one time, and that
there should not be sealed limits- in fact, that
the whole matter should be made public. Was
that the course proposed by the hon. member?
or would he prefer the course of keeping them
secret to the community, but making them
known to a certain class, many of which
became purchasers. (Hear, hear.) If they
were to be kept secret in the same
way as the Indian loan it would be found
that the course adopted by the present Government was decidedly an Improvement on that
taken by their predecellllors. He also-to return
to the subject-believed that when a quantity
of debentures were placed in the London market, they would be far more attractive than if
they were retailed out. It had been shown that
£3,000,000 were required by the colony; and the
hon. member for Kilmore had made a mistake
when he stated that it was incorrect to estimate
£600,000 for the purchase of the Geelong line,
instead of £400,000. That mistake arose from
the fact that £200,000 was out in debentures,
which would have to be taken up gradually.
If the Government were to go on expending
mo~ey, and if they w~re to pay the Geelong
RaIlway Company, whlCh he conceived the
country was pledged to do in accordance with the
resolutions passed by that House; and if they
were to consider the present state of the money
market in London, bemg quite easy, and yet not to
sell debentures to meet their current expenditure,
he would like to kno" how they were to t:et money.
The hon. member said, "Get an advance, and
put an end tothe contract i" but where, he (Mr.

Nicholson) would ask, was the money to be ohtained? not from the sale of debentures, and not
from the banks ; and so the works would have to
be stopped. (Hear.) He considered that it was
the duty of the Government to relieve the
country by selling the debentures in England, for
if the present state of things was continued the colony would gradually fall into
arrears, the Government would gradually press
upon the banks, and the banks in their turn
would press upon their customers. He would
briefly refer to the manner in which banks were
made up; generally speaking, they were trading
to the extent of their capital, and were not in a.
position to loan large sums of money. By the
statistics which were made up to the 30th of September, 1859, of the various banks, there was a.
large decrease in the amount of bullion. During
that time the sale of debentures had fallen into
arrear, and the Government were drawing on the
banks. Another conditIOn of the banks was that,
according to the statement of the hon. member,
the deposits were increasing; if they were increasing, he (Mr. Nicholson) would like to know
what became of them, for he found on looking at the latest returns that the notes
of the Bank of Victoria in circulation amounted
to £390,000, not bearing interest, and that in
coined gold, Government securities, and bttllion
there were £347,000-£47,000 less than there ought
to be according to the charter of the bank. 'l'he
banks were all chartered, and one of the conditions of the charter was, that the specie, bullion,
and securities should be equal to the issue of
notes. On referring to the condition of the
Colonial Bank, he found that the notes in circulation amounted to £147,000, and coined gold,
silver, bullion, and securities to £141,000, so that
the bank had exceeded the powers ~nted it by
the oharter by a sum of £6,000, whlCh was a considerable amount, taking into consideration the
small amount of business the bank transacted when
compared with some of the leading banks.
(Laughter.) If there were an~incrt'ase in the
deposits, the system was so much the more unsound, because the returns did not show that increase. He asserted that the banks were not in
a condition to fulfil their bargain, and if they
were pressed by the Government, they must
necessarily press up'?n their customers exactly in
proportion. (" No. ') Well: he believed that to
be the case, and he would challenge the hon.
member who said "No," to prove that it was
not.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I will do 80 in one word,
as the hon. member has challenged me.
Mr. NICHOLSON said he would, with the
permission of the House, withdraw the word
challenge, a word he had unintentionally used in
the heat of debate.
Mr.O'SHANA88Y stated that he had distinctly said that the ba.nks did not and would not
call upon their customers to pay Is. of the
£1,800,000; and that the Colonial Bank would
not take Is. to advance the £300,000 as their
share.
Mr. NICHOL80N said that when he was in
England, while the war was raging money was
worth 10 per cent., and the banks could not
satisfy the claims made upon them by their customers; a.nd he had no heSitation ill saying, that if
suoh bad been the case in this coul'ltry toe banb
y
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could not have satisfied their customers. The
Bank of England had not been able to do so ;
therefore the colonial Government should avail
themselves of the present state of the moneymarket in England to realise upon the debentures, for it a war broke out the inconvenience
of a pressure upon the London banks would fall
upon thls colony.
Mr. HARKER stated that he almost regretted
that the hon. member the Treasurer, in introducing his remarks to the House, chose to make
what he (Mr. Harker) conceived to be a very
severe atta~k upon the late Government. The
hon. member had charged him with having,
when introducing the Estimates to the House,
reflected upon his predecessor upon the amount
expected to be realised from Customs duties.
The hon. member was not, however, in the House
at the time he (Mr. Harker) made his speech, for
he was sure if he had been he would not have
made the comments he had done that evening.
It appeared to him that the principal charge
against the late Government was that
they had crippled the banks, and prevcnted them from giving ordinary accommodation t,o their customers. That he did
not consider had been the ca.se. Up to the 31st
of October, last year, it was a fact that the
Government never had a shilling from the banks
to assist in carrying on the works of the colony ;
and that being the case, he would like toknowwhat
would become of the statement that had been
circulated month after month, that the Government had crippled the banh to that extent that
they had been the cause of bringing about
the present Rtate of things in the commercia.l world? He defied any hon. member
to prove any connection between the present commercial state and the policy of
the Government, and he would repeat that
it was true that if the banks had withdrawn
accommodation from the public it was not
owing to any advances made to the Government.
The hon. the Treasurer had made some severe
remarkR concerning his (Mr. Harker's) conduct
with regard to the debentures. The debentures
were first of all at 105, and ~ fterwards were closed
at 108. After those instructions had been sent to
England the European war broke out, which of
course operated against the sale of the debentures, but at any rate it appeared that £270,000
had been sold at the nett price. The Government
were desirous of having the banks on the spot,
as they had similar intere&ts with the Government, to fix the prices at which the debentures
should be sold, and to determine the mode of
'!lale. If the banks, to the best of their judgment,
had thought fit to employ a broker, he supposed
that the late Government were exonerated from
an blame. (CC No, no.") He considered that they
were. The hon. the Treasurer had remarked
that none .of the debentures had been sold in
Melbourne, as authorised by the Act, and stated
what was not true, that he (Mr. Harker) had said
that none should be sold in the colony until the
'£7,000,000 were disposed of in London. As a
proof to the contrary, he (Mr. Harker) might
state that he had entertained a proposition, which
was made to him by the Sa.vings Bank, to sell
them £30,000. It might be asked why that arrangement was not carried Ollt. In answer to
that he would say that the Savin~s Bank had the
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audacity-if he might use such a. term to so useful
an institution-to propose to take £30,000 or
£40,000 at par. Would he have aeted properly,
he would ask, had he sold debentures at 4 per cent.
less than they were worth at the time? The statements which had been made in that House had
been a series of misrepresentations of facts, and he
wished hon. members to prove that such statements were correct. He believed that anything
like £2,000,000 would not be required during the
year for railways, for, from his own experience,
the estimates of engineers were always over rather
than under the mark. He would not detain the
House by dwelling upon that point, but he would
briefly refer to one more point. Having had the
honour of passing the Estimates through the
House on two occasions, he could fully sympathise with the :\1illister who had them entrusted
to him on the present occasion; but he believed
that it was desirable that a full debate upon them
should take place that evening, instead of having
evenings wasted by discussions on themafterwa.rds.
He had seen that morning, in one of the daily
journals-one not remarkable for its veracity-a.
statement that the late Goyernment had withheld from their successors the Estimates they
had framed; but he could assure the House that
such was not the case, the present Estimates
being almost exactly item for it€lm, except that
the present Government had knocked off
.£300 000 for the formation of roads and bridges,
and ~ther public works which the late Government had intended to make. Wilh respect to
the sale of lands, he had bE'en very much surprised on a previous evening to hear the hone the
President of Lands and Survey remark that the
Government had forced too mu..'!h land into the
market-more than was required by the
people. The hon. member must have forgotten
the high price t~ which the most c?mmon
article of consumptlOn had lately been ralsed, or
he would have seen the necessity of having as
much land as possible thrown open for agricultural purpOilPS; besides which, notwlthstanding the railways gave er.lployment to a large
number of pm sons, there were many who could
profitably be employed on the .lands. . He c?nsidered the Government was Justified m sellmg
land so long as Lhey confi.ned themselves to the
hmits allowed by the Estimates for last year.
It had been stated that the Government could
not have advances made to them by the banks
without the customers of those banks suffering,
but he was certain that they would not be at
all affected. A great deal had been said with reference to the Civil Service Commission, and the
difficulty which had been experienced by
the Government not having the report
of that Commission in order to frame their
report by it, but he could see no great difficulty,
because it was considered by the majority of
hon. members that there was great room for
reduction in the Estimates as regarded salaries.
The Estimates for three months only could be
passed and in the meantime the Government
"ould 'be enabled to take the report of the Commission into consideration, and, if neCE'ssary, alter
the Estimates for the remaining nine months.
He would not trouule the House further, except
to make a few remarks on the subject of water
rates.
In the a.mount he had expected to
receive from water rates he ha.d not been
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very far wrong, but owing to a clause place themselves in funds by borrowing, it
in the Sewerage and Water Act the Com- was hardly necessary for him to tell the House
mission had the power, as the funds accrued, of that if the banks. borrowed, the community
extending their works, and had done so by ex- would be crippled. He took exception to the artending their supply of water to Williamstown. rangements which had been made between the
He had been very much gratified when the hon. banks and the State. The hon. member OpposIte
the Treasurer stated his plan with regard to the (Mr. Barker) might pride himself upon having
Commission, and also with reference to the Rail- made a good bargain; but still he should not say
ways; but he was quite certain that until the that the Government could obtain 6 per cent.,
supply of water was leased to private parties, and when the immediate effect of that would be that
railways were leased, that neither would be pTO- the screw- as it was often termed-would be
ductive of much profit. He might take that op- put on to the public. It was not the business of
portunityof remarking that at present there were joint-stock banks to have the temerity to enter
too many trains running daily to Wilhamstown, into such a loan; private banks could, of course,
fort as the House no doubt was aware, not one do so, and might have tried the experiment; but
tram paid expenses, and if they did not pay now, hitherto joint-stock banks had never attempted
they never would. It also was very great such a thing. The hon. member for Maldon apfolly to think of running them at the same rates peared to imagine that particular reflection had
as those charged by the Melbourne and Hobson's been made upon his conduct; but he (Mr.
Bay line. With those few remarks he would leave Ebden) considered that the hon. member had
the debate in the hands of other hon. members merely made an error in judgment, although it
in the House.
was a very great one. He very much approved
Mr. EBDEN said that he felt bound, in justice of the plan suggested by his hon. friend the Treato the hon. member who ha-d just sat down, to surer, but whether the amount in question was
say that he took no exception, on the occasion, £2,000,000 or £;.{,OOO,OOO he had not had an opon which the bOIl. member ha-d passed the Es- portunity of deciding. He thought, however,
timates, to any remarks the hon. member had I that some more liberal system should be pursued
made regarding his predecessors.
He (Mr. I in the mother country, and that the Government
Ebden) was aware that the hon. member had i should secure that after a certain time no further
made some not very complimentary remarks stock should be thrown into the market, so that
concerning him; but he did not notice them, as it would be better to sell £1,000,000, and give an
they were merely passing remarks, and he undertaking that after a certain date no more
felt bound to exonera,te him from any inten- should be put into the market. The remarks he
tional want of courtesy to himself. He made had made were not made in any bad spirit tothat statement because his hon. friend, not wards the members of the late Government, but
having been in the House at the time the he had felt bound to make some few observations
hon. member made the remarks in question, on the subject.
he believed his hon. friend had been misled
Mr. DU F ~'Y said that he was quite prepared
hy some report; but he took exception to the to admit that there was great force in what had
conduct of the late Government with regard to been stated by the hon. the Treasurer, namely,
the railways. He took exception particularly to that the Government had been compelled to
their endeavouring to attribute the remarks of frame the Estimates in a very hurried manner,
his hon. friend the 'l'reasurer as applicahle only and without th13 assistance of the Civil Service
to the London agents, as l: is hon. friend had not Commission, and therefore he had not risen to
in the slightest degree alluded to them, as their make any charges against the hon. member who
acts were the acts of the Government, inasmuch had charge of the Estimates; but he would ask
as they received certain instructions, and abided the Committee whether the Estimates were such
by them. He took exception also to the con- as would meet with their approval. A reformed
tract which had been made between the late Go- Parliament had met, and their first business was
vernment and the banks, and the connection to proceed with the Estimates, and if ever the
which existed between them, and the statement Committee had reason to call for the production
made that the banks had not crippled the of any document, it was for the report of the
monetary condition of the country. At the time Civil Service Commission. He did not himhe (Mr. Ebden) rcsi!{l1ed office, he left, self believe the present crisis in monetary
in round numbers, £500,000 in the banks. affairs was of a temporary nature, and he
It had always been his policy that the did not hesitate to make that assertion.
Government should have a. deposit in the It appeared to him that the affairs of the country
banks equal to their current liability on any were yearly becoming more unsatisfactory-insolone day that the accounts were made up. vencies more frequent, and the condition of the
He thought it was prudent to have such people worse. He was not, therefore, prepared
a balance always remaining in the banks to to say that the present crisis was merely temthe credit of the Government, but sach was porary. It was the duty of the Government,
not the case at the present time; and therefore, to make the largest possible Ba.ving in
it was said that the arrangements of the late the expenditure, and it w::.s expected that the
Government were good because there was no Estimates would have shown that they had done
balance at all, but an over-draft was met by the so. The decrease in the gold export duty was a
banks. He maintained that he should be sorry most alarming part of the Treasurer's statement;
if he was in such a position, and he beJieved but in the face of that, he (Mr. M'CuUoch)
there was not a man who would not be equally stated that a larger sum than hitherto would this
sorry.
In that respect the banks were year be derived from miners' rights-that was to
crippled; and, although it was said that say, he expected there would be less guld, and
they a.t any time would be enabled to more persons employed in gettmg it. In prQ
I
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viding for the reduction in th~ revenue in 001\sequence of the diminution of the amount to be
derived from the land sales, the Government contemplated spending £400,000 less on public
works than last year. That was an alarming
statement; and he would ask the House whether
that was not calculated to produce a crisis?
What distress would be produced, and
what confusion would arise? The Government
assumed that there would be a loss occasioned to the revenue through the operation of
the Land Bill; but to the sum to be derived
from the sale of lands they had forgotten to add
the rents for public lands, which were equally a
part of their arranjrement.
Mr. M'CULLOCH.-The sum is included in
the £500,000 set down as the proceeds of the
land sales.
MT. DUFFY.-It:Would be seen on reference
to the Estimates that that £500 000 was from
the sale of Crown lands; so that the hone
member must forgive him if he said that
that particular item had been overlooked.
Certainly it was not placed on the Estimates. He also objected to the Estimates
on another ground. They were framed in
such haste that they were in a very confused
state. For instance, it was llroposed to abolish
the office of gold-receivers m certain districts,
and on turning to the Estimates he found a sum
for the erection of a receiver's office in one of
those very districts. It was evident that this
sum was put on the Estimates by the predecessors of the present Government, and had not
That was suffibeen altered by them.
cient to show the haste with which the
Estimates had been framed.
He last year
obtained a vote from the House for an experimental geodetic survey. He found, however,
that a similar sum was on the Estimates for the
present year, and for the same purpose. Now
the survey in question was simply an experiment,
and the result should have been known at the
end of the first year, without the necessity of a
repetition. It was also said by the hone the
Treasurer, that it was the intention of the Government to abolish emigration, while at the same
time a sum of £6,000 was placed on the Estimates
for the maintenance of an emigrat ion stair. There
was another matter to which he would refer:
there was no index to the Estimates, neither
'Were they in the same order as last year. There
were many new members of the House who
dO'lbtless would be anxious to compare the
Es~imates of last year with those of the present,
and who would, from their defective arrangement, have grea.t difficulty ill doing so. There
wu another error for which the hone Treasurer
was distinctly chargeable. He proposed to put
the whole of the contingencies into one vote,
and without giving details, asked the House
to p race a sum of £250,OOO-aquarter of a million,
at the disposal of the Government without any
details being given. (Hear, hear.) He did not
mean to say that the Government would misapply
the money so entrusted to them, but the functions
of the House as a Committee of Supply would
cease if this system were allowed. There was
always a temptation offered to a Minister having
sums under this head at his disposal to spend
them in certain districts, and ill a manner to
which Parliament would not agree, in order to
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get rid of the importunities which he had to meet
continually. Another ground of complaint was-,
that large sums of money were asked for the
various departments, withou~ detll.i1ing the items
for which they were required. For instance, there
was a sum of £100,000 noted forroad8 and bridges,
which would, in itll present form, be entirely at
the disposal of the Board of Land and Works.
When he occupied the office of President of the
Boa.rd of Land and Works he was required by the
HOilse to bring down a statement of the maLneril}
which it was proposed to expend the sum voted
for that department. This course ought to be
pursued on the present occasion. lie would support the proposition of the hone member for
Maldon, that the Estimates be taken for three
months only, which would give the House a.
period of five months to revise the expenditure.
A large sum might then be saved from salaries,
which could be added to that voted for public
works. He had no personal motive in opposing
the scheme of the Government, but felt that
the present crisis demanded an important
change in the expenditure of the revenues of the
country.
Mr. SERVICE said the hone member for
Villiers and Heytesbury had thought it worth
while to notice so triflin~ a matter as the index
to the Estimates. In point of fact, the Government had effected an improvement in the mode
of preparation of the Estimates-they had introduced a summary both of the revenue and expenditure. This had never been done by any previous
Government; and if the hone member would
again refer to his copy of the Estimates, he
would find that on the margin of the summary
there was an index. (Hear, hear.) It certainly
did not give the number of the page, but it gave
the heads undEr which the expenditure was arranged. The Government had it in contemplation to put the Estimates of the past year in
juxtaposition with those of the present, but found
that it could not be done without a re-distribution of the type. lIe thought, therefore, that
the hone member, if he took exception to one pan
of the arrangement of the Estimates, should a~
least have given the Government credit for the
improvements they had made. He believed, if
It were possible for suck a thing to happen that
a corrupt Mmister was at the head of the Land
and Works Department, there Dlight be some
c8rruption; but, of course, that could not be.
He knew of an instance in which the head of the
Land and Works Department. had expended a.
large portion of the sum at his disposal for the
road of one particular district.
Mr. DUFFY wished to exJtlain. (" No, no.")
Perhaps the hone member would state the locality in which the road was.
Mr. SERVICE.-lt was not 100 miles from
Hawthorne. (La\lghter.)
Mr. DUFFY could only say that he had no
control whatever over ~he expenditure alluded
to.
Mr. SERVICE would allo.,. the hone member to
explain when he had done, and not till then.
He had received the information from the permanent head of the department.
Mr. DUFFY thought he might be allowed to
make a_personal explanation .
.Mr. WOOD said, on a previous evening the
hon. member for Villiers and Heytesbury said it
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was a very inconvenient practice for hon. members to interrupt each other when speaking, instead of waiting until an hon. member had finished
before offering explanations. But what appeared
on that occall1on to be sauce for the goose was
not to be sauce for the gander. (Laughter.)
Mr. SERVICE continued.--With rega.rd to
the expenditure for emi/!ration, the hon.
member must be aware that the emigration staff was maintained at the instance of
the Imperial Government, and the Victorian Administration had no alternative in the matter.
With respect to the amount put upon the Estimates for the Depa.rtment of Roads and Bridges,
an apparently large diminution of the expenditure of the previous year had been used with
skilful effect by the hon. member for Villiers and
Heytesbury and the hon. member for Maldon.
The facts, however, were, that there was only a
difference of £'23,000, and when the £10,000 set
aside for unforeseen expenditure was struck out,
the difference was reduced to £13,000.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-What about the Road
Boards?
Mr. SERVICE WIIB glad the hon. member had
asked the question. He could inform the hon.
member that while the old Government expended
£SO,OOO on the Road Boards the present were
prepared to spend £100,000, or 25 per cent. more
than their predecessors. The municipalities certainly had less provision made for them this year
than before, but it must be remembered that
they, especially the suburban municipalities, had
received large grants already, so that they were
in a comparatively comfortable position. It was
determined, therefore, to give more to the
country districts, which had been to a
great extent neglected. The present Government had struck off £50,000 from the sum
proposed to be spent upon the City of Melbourne,
out at the same time were determined to go on
with all the works necessary to be proceeded with.
The Post Office, for instance, no hon. member
would say was an unnecessary work. The Chief
Secretary's offices would not be proceeded with
nor the martello towers, the latter being estimated
to cost £60,000. They would be useless without
the Armstrong guns, 8.lld these could not be procured for a long while to come, for even the
Eng.Iish Government could not get them made
fast enough for their own use. The hon. member opposite seemed to think the colony was on
the eve ·of a oommercial crisis. Now his (Mr.
-Service's) commercial experience did not lead
him to any such conclusion. Mercantile matters
were ·certainly not in a very flourishing condition
in the colony, but if bad here they were worse at
home. Periodical depressions similar to the present occurred in all the great centres of trade.
In Glasgow they occurred either every three or
every five years.
~'he colony, in his (Mr.
Service's) opinion, would pull
through,
and shortly be as prosperous as ever.
The hon. member for MaIdon had accused the
Government of knocking £300,000 off the Public
Works' expenditure, whereas the amount was
~mly £140,000. Sucll a statement was hardly
mgenuous, and might have been mischievous
presuming that the hon. member had closed th~
debate. The hon. member's remarks respecting
flour were equally unfortunate, for he argued
that the dea.rness of flour was consequent upon
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the small quantity of land sold. Now, it appeared to him (Mr. Service] that the hon. member had confused sold land with land under cuItivation. The fact was, that of the three millions, or thereabouts, of land alienated from the
Crown, not more than one-tenth part was under
cultivation; nor was that the first time that
the hon. member and his colleagues had fallen
into the same error. (Hear, hl!ar.) In commerce it was found that when there was a glut
of any article the price fell, and the same reasoning would apply to the land. Too much had
been for::ed into the market. In 1858, £218 per
acre was averaged upon the sale of town lots,
while in 1859 only £159 per acre was obtained, or
30 per cent. less. For suburban lands, in 1858,
the average price was £7 58. per acre, while
during the first nine months of 1859 it had fallen
to £51s. 10fd., another falling off of 30 per cent.
For country lands, in 1858, £112s. was averaged,
and in 1859 £1 7s. 6d. only was obtained-a
reduction of 25 per cent. Keeping the same
ratio of decline, m four years more the public
lands would have to be given away. It was also
found not long since, that town lands put up by
the Government realised prices ridiculously small
compared with those set upon contiguous lots,
the property of individuals. Some land sold in
Spencer-street WIIB a perfect J!ift.
He (Mr.
Service) therefore argued, and he thought from
sufficient premises, that land had been put into
the market in injudiciously large quantit1es, and
that the price had consequently fallen so low.
There was another matter he would allude to-the railway debentures. The present Govemment had given their instructions that the debentures were not to be placed at any distinct minimum, but were to be put into
the market on a sliding·scale, according
to the state of Consols. Such were the sealed
instructions,~ and the sliding-scale had been
adopted so that there might never be a cessation
of sale. If the instructions had been one month
that the debentures were not to be eold under
108, another at not less than 105, and a third at
not less than 108 again, he (Mr. Service) would
ask, presuming Great Britain went to war, what
chancestherewereofsalesbeingeffected? The only
course had been adopted by which the pecuniary
engagements of the Government could be properly met. The hon. member for Kilmore had
expressed his astonishment that the Government
had ventured to send instructions to England,
relative to the sale of the railway debentures,
without consuWng the House. Now, the history
of former proceedings in the House was important,
and the h1Story of the former Government's proceeding on the same subject was still more important. lIe would,l~ therefore, make an apology
for quoting from" .t1ansard," as follows:"In answer to the following questions, put by
Mr. Brooke to the hon. the Treasurer:'" 1. If the Government would state to the

Hous~, as early as might be convenien.t, the

I

finan?ial arrangements they pUl1?osed makmg for
th~, ~lsposal of debentures for ra11,,:ay ~urposes.
2. Whether they had any obJectlOn to lay
upo~ the tabl~ the propo~jtions. relat~ve to th1S
subJect subm1tted for the1r conSideratIOn by parties desirous of negotiating the loan.
"'.3. If it was the intention of the Government
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to t.a~e the opi.nion of Parl.iament upon these propoSItIOns before committmg the country to the
acceptance or rejection of any of them.'
"Mr. Harker said, with regard to the first
question, that the Government would state the
resu~t of the negotiations now pending as soon as
poSSIble-at any rate, before the prorogation of
t~e House.
With reference to the second quesb?n, the Government had no objection to comply
~V'1th the reques~ contamed in it; and, lastly, that
It was not the mtentlOn of the Government tJ
take the opinion of Parliament upon the subject."
(" ?ear," a.nd laughter.) It was a sore\!ubject, he
beheved, wIth the hon. member for Kilmore and
~is collell.gues.
According to the last advices
It was found that one month's sale of debentures
ha~ only produced a quarter of the money reqUIred for the necessary expenditure on the railways. How the customers of the banks could
pr.o~t in the matter of accommodation, when a
mllhon and a half had to be found out of a million
and a quarter, was a species of Irish logic which
h;e (Mr. Service) did not understand. He conSIdered that .the case of a merchant trading on
borrowed capItal was not dissimilar to that of the
late Government in ~he matter of the railways:
whether the speculatlOn turned out well or ill the
sa.me ~lame was attac~able. A young country as
VICtona was had no nght to put herself in the
position of a millionaire, and dabble in the railway
matter as she had done. One other remark and
h~ ~ould sit down :-The hon. member' for
Vtlhers and Heytesbury had taken exception to
the hasty manner in which the Estimates had
been prepared.
If the Government had
been able to give three months' attention
to. the budget, instead of a fortnight, there
~llg~t have been some reason in the ob~ectlOn.
But the Government were fully
Im~ressed wIth the necessity of forwarding the
busmess of the country, and therefore did not
delay Il: moment. No doubt, had there been
longer tIme allowed, many alterations, and proba?l! amel.ldments, would have been made. The
MIlllstry did not defend the style in which the
Estimates had been got up, but' they were prepared to say that a most serious inconvenience
would accrue to the country if a vote for three
months only were taken. Suppose such a course
to be adopted, the result .would either be a very
short or a very long seSSlOn. The Civil Service
Commission's report was virtually before the
House, and he understood that no wholesale reduction . of salarics was recommended.
He
thought It, therefore, better to pass the salaries
for .the year, for by passiug them for a shorter
penod great mconvenience and distress might
be occasioned to hundreds of men who were not
too well paid. 'l'he Government in the meAntime, with the assistarce of th~ Civil Service
report, an~ other assistance, would be able to
mature theIr plan for the future.
Mr. DUFFY understood the hon. member in
the course of his speech to have alluded to
portion of road leading' to Hawthorne; and
could assure the hon. member and the House
that he (Mr. Duffy) had no more control over the
expenditure in question than the Chairman of
Committees or the doorkeeper. The hon. member had denied that his (Mr. DuffY's) explanation
was similar to the account furnished by th~ per8.
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manent head of the department. He (Mr. Duffy)
had the highest possible opinion of Mr. SteavenlIon'R veracity and honour, and he stated emphatically that that gentleman's explanation could
not have been different from what he (Mr. Duffy)
had stated it to be. To use a Parliamentary expression, the hon. member opposite must have
been labouring under a misapprehension.
Mr. SERVICE.-The hon. gentleman had
stated that he was under a misapprehension. Hes~oul~ not condescend t~ reply to any such inS1DUatIOns. He would SImply state the circumstances under which the charge had arisen.
When the Estimates referred to were brought
down to the House, with a sum entered upon
them for a certain purpose, a road to Bally·Shanassy (a laugh), he was informed that the hon.
member for Villiers and Heytesbury rose to object to that particular item as framed by his
colleagues.
Notwithstanding his opp08ition,
the House did actually vote a sum for
the required purpose. Afterwards the hon.
gen9~man,
on being applied to for an
addItIOnal vote for the same object took
advantage of the opportunity to app;opriate
£1,000 t.owards that road. The hon. gentleman
stated that he considered himself ablSolved from
adopting the view which he had taken in the
House upon the questlOn, because the Huuse had
differed with him-that, in fact, he had felt himself justified in changing his mind since the
House had voted the sum. He (Mr. Service)
thought the Hc.use would bear him out that in
the casual allusion he had made to the ho'n. member he had made no charge against him. (Hear.)
If the hon. !!entleman chose to go down to the
Office of Land and Public Works the next day,
and see Mr. Steavenson, and hear what that
gentleman had to say, he would find that he (~lr.
ServIce) had not made the statement without
authority. He had not inferred anything against
the honour and probity of the hon. gentleman, or
against that of Mr. Steavenson, but he would
ask him to come down alone, or with his friends,
and see and converse with the latter gentleman
on the subject.
Mr. S~ODGRASS said he had never had his
patience more severely taxed than in listening to
the speeches which had just been delivered.
This discussion appeared to him an utter waste
of time, and he would beg to hint to the hon.
member who had provoked it that if he wished
to secure the support of members on that side of
the House, he must not tax their endurance too
hea.~ily. (A laugh.) With reference to the suggestIOn that only three months' salanes should
be voted for, which had been made by the hon.
member for Vi!liers and Heytrsbury, he must
say that he had heard no reasons gIven against
the House's going into a discussion of the Estimates, or any a.rgument in favour of the amendment. The hon. member (Mr. Duffy) seemed
particularly inclined to teach t he new members
of the House their duty; but he presumed that
an opportunity would be afforded them of discussing the Estimates item by item, and he
trusted they would consider them without further
delay. (Hear.)
Mr. BARTON looked upon the proposition
that Her Majesty's Civil Service should only have
Estimate.s for a certain period as an excellent
one. WIth the department of Public Works it
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was a different thing, inasmuch as contracts
could not be entered into for three months only.
He upheld the system of retrenchment, wbich
could not be initiated at a more proper time.
Without reference to the causes which had delayed the 'tlleeting of Parliament, a delay had
taken place, which had necessarily caused the
Estimates to be carelessly and hurriedly
prepa.red. If, therefore, a vote for three
months' expenditure were passed, the heads
of Departments would be able to come down
to the House with more correct statements.
Beyond question a lavish expenditure had
hitherto been incurred, which it would take years
to recover from. In looking into the Estunates,
and observing the number of useless offices which
had accumulated in the most reckless manner, it
was palpably the duty of the House to scrutinise
carefully the Estimates for the coming yt'ar, and
to withhold from the Government the power of
continuing a system so extravagantly beyond the
circumstances of the colony.
Upon the
mere general instinct as to the propriety
of expenditure to the different branches of
the civil service, without going into details,
members of the House could always guide the
Government to a certain degree. There was one
question which must materially affect the country
-the settlement of the Land question. It had
been stated as the intention of the Government,
that the House, after passing the Estimates,
would adjourn in order to meet again in June or
July. Were the Government, then, strengthening themselves in their stronghold to postpone
this important question, and to imitate the
slugglish policy of their predecessors? He
considered that the House would not be
justified in passing any vote of expenditure
unttl the Land question were discussed and
settled. It should be settled bzfore. (" Of
course it wilL") Well, it was the first time he
had heard such a statement in the House, although he had heard a good deal about an early
prorogation of the House, and a short session.
A session of three months' duration and the
settlement of the IJand question were incompatible; but it appeared to him that the Government were desirous of throwing the Land question overboard until July or August. (" No, no.")
If the early consideration of the Estimates
would facilitate t.he settlt'ment of the more important Land question, and the consideration of
the Civil Service Commission's report, he for one
would give his earnest attention to their passing.
If, in fine, the granting a vote for three months'
expendIture would prevent a delay in complying
with the popular wish III the settlement of these
great questions, he was decidedly a supporter of
the proposition. These questions might otherwise be shelved for an indefinite period. No
doubt the Government had an invidious task before them, but it was the duty of the House to
see that they did not evade it. If the Government
avowedly came down with Estimates crudely and
h:tStily drawn up, it was the duty of the House
to withhold any larger vote than would suffice
for three months' expenditure.
Mr. HOOD, if his mformation had depended
upon what he had been able to gather from listening to the speeches of the last hon. members
who had addressed the House, would have been
.ntirely ignora.nt of the subject of debate. The
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question before the House, if he rightly unde~
stood it, was whether the. Estimates submitted te
the House for the Civil Service sholild be passed,
or whether the suggestion of the hon. member
for Villiel's and Heytesbury be adopted,
that a vote of money be granted equivaleni
to the salaries for three mor.ths. (Hear, hear.)
As io the expenditure for public works, if it were
the proper time for discussing the Estimates of
that department, he would Le able to prove that
it had been unfairly proportioned; and that, in
one instance alone, out of a sum of £48,000,
no less than £32,000 had been voted for one district, which was that represented by the hon. the
Postmaster-General. ~'rom the policy of the new
Government, which had been expressed by the
hon. the Treasurer in his address to his constituents, he fully expected to see the amount of
£272,000-the estimated amount of duties upon
tea, coffee, and sugar-struck off. But the hon.
gentle'11an proposed to refer the consideration of
this question to the report of a Select Committee.
The proposition to vote for one sum for contingencies, instead of separate sums for each
department, appeared to him also to be a mistaken policy. 'l'he system of farming the departments of the public service was one which had
been condemned years ago. It had been condemned by Voltaire, who, upon one occasion,
when each person of the company, of which he
was one, had been asked to state which he
thought was the worse possible character
in which human nature could be shown,
had said that of a farmer-general.
If
the House would consent to postpone the
Estimates for the public service for three months,
he would be l',ble to prove that in country districts
the offices held by three different persons would
be a sinecure in the hands of one. He was,
therefore, in favour of granting only three months'
expenditure. As to the public works, they could
only be carried on as the money came in; and if
the suggestion were adopted, the Government
would be able to come down wlth Estimates more
accurately and carefully prepared. There were one
or two items which struck him with astonishment.
In the estimates for roads and bridges, there was
a difference between the expenditure of 30 per
cent. between the present year and the last.
That, however, was not the time to go into
Getails. He would simply observe that this
country paid double as much for such purposes
as other countries, with similar advantages, and
it was a question whether the departure from the
votes of the previous year, as proposed, was a.
proper step to take. The amount stated to be
saved by the present Estimates w~ £528,9~;
but of thIS flum £403,977 was not a retrenchment
but a reduction on the amount expended on roads
and bridges, and exclusive of salaries. That reduced the amount to £125,965, which he could furtherreduce by the following items :-Immigration,
.£52,368; Railways, £30,000 ; Grants to Municipalities,£25,000; Public Library, £5,000; Charitable
Institutions, £1,500; making in all £113,868;
which left a balance of £11,697, which amount,
by deducting a sum of £9,000 for the reduction
of the mail contracts, reduced ~he apparent lIaving
to little more than £2,000. Taking these inaccuracies into conllideration, he was in favour of
acceding to the proposition that only three
months' expenditure should be voted by the
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House, pending a more careful framing of the
Estimates.
Mr. JOHNSTON could scarcely understand
the force of the three months' movement. If it
was intended to go into the Estimates every three
months, he could understand it. He had heard
of labouring-men being paid once a month, for
the purpose of preventing the tradesmen in the
neighbourhood giving them extraordmary credit.
Now if they had such little confidence in the pu 1>lic servants, they had better pay their salaries
every month instead of every three months, and
perha.ps it would be still better to put them on a
weekly allowance. It had been said by the hon.
member for Villiers and Heytesbury, that a
stranger entering the gallery of the House would
hardly know what they were discussing, but he
thought the fact was, that a person would
imagine that it was the cha.racter of that hon.
member himself that was being discussed, for
it was continually being brought upon the tapis.
Almost immediately after he had the honour to
enter the House he had had to listen for some
three hours to a personal discussion about that
honourable member; and since then, it was continually being brought up again; but he hoped
they had done with it for the future. The hon.
member then alhtded to some remarks that had
been made about certain portions of the Estimates, and the manner In which the Government were acting with respect to the debentures.
He thought the message that had been sent home
by the last mail was a very necessary one, toprevent a loss upon the debentures, that might otherwise very possibly occur. As to what had been
said by one hon. member with regard to the
shelving of the Land Bill, he seemed to be
unaware of the fact that the Bill was actually
set down for the second reading; and a great
deal had been said about the popular party that
night, and it was an amusing thing to ohserve
in one hon. member's speech how often he could
introduce the words" popular" or "popularity."
He was at a loss to understand what was the
popular party. At one time he thought he belonged to it, but now he had great doubts as to
where it was to be found. Everyone seemed to
lay cla.im to it, but where was it?
Mr. WOOD had only one word to say, and
that was to the hon. member for Belfast, who
seemed to be very desirous of the amalgamation
of offices. Now, ne could tell that hon. member
something that would rejoice his heart, and that
was, that it W8.li intended to amalgamate the
offices of President of the Board of Land and
Works and President of the Water and Sewerage
Comnlission. (Laughter.)
Mr. LOADER thought that the supplies should
.only be voted for three months. He was very
much disappointed in the Estimates, as he found
that all the grea.t reductions were made from
la.bour. Notwithstanding all that had been said,
there was no guarantee that the Land Bill would
be pressed on. But besides the Land Bill, there
were many other Bills to be discussed. One
great advantage would be ga.ined by keeping open
the session for some time, and that was, that if
the Council rejected a.ny Bill, or sent it back to
the Assembly, that House could at once proceed
to discuss it.
Mr. NEWTON had heard a great deal about
retrenchment, but on looking at the Estimates
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he found that the only reduction was in the vote
for roads a.nd bridges. Everything else was kept
up on the same scale as heretofore. Now, he
should like to know how this reduction in the
expenditure for public works would answer.
The hon. and learned member then proceeded to
draw a comparison between the amounts set
down on the E&timates for roads and bridges in
South Bourke and Ballarat, the one being £750.
and the other about £38,000.
Mr. BRODIE was at a loss to ascertain on
what principles the Estimates were distributed.
They did not seem to be distributed either as
regarded population, or as regarded the revenue
derived from any particular locality. He
should like to have some explanation from
He
some member of the Government.
found, on looking at the Estimates, that
the district of Sandhurst in one particular
branch contributed the sum of £66,000 te the
revenue, and Ballarat :£88,000. Now what was
the expenditure? For Sandhurst £14,000, whilst
Ballarat, including certainly the outlying districts, was to receive £71,000. Again, he found
that the sum of £25,000 was struck off the vote
for municipalities, and this notwithstanding the
pledge given by the late Government, which had
mduced many of the municipalities to enter intoexpenses, which now they might, under the new
dispensation, be unable to me"t. Mr. Brodie
then referred to the tariff question, and alluded
to the observation made on the other side of the
House, that the Government appeared to be
desirous of governing the country by means of
Select Committees. It certainly did appea.r that
the Ministry had devoted their whole energies to
the Land Bill, perhaps in deference to the popular cry, but other questions seemed to be set on
one side.
Mr. VERDON was of opinion that the
Estimates were very crude, and were not
of such a nature as was to be expected
after they had been
under the consideration of the Government. He thought
that too much had been sa.id about the question
of expenditure. The question of revenue was of
quite as much importance, and very little had
been said about it. A good deal had been spoken in regard to the destitution that would ensue
from a stoppage in public works; but he thought
also, that some consideration ought to be shown
to the gentlemen in the public service, the services of a large number of whom would undoubtedly have to be dhlpensed WIth when
any great measure of financial reform was
to be inaugurated. For that reason alone the
discussion upon the Estimates ought to be gone
on with, as these gentlemen ought to receive
some sort of notice previously to their having to
leave the public service. There was one item in
particular in the Estimates which the Government took great credit for, in having made a. reduction in, but for his part he felt compelled to
protest a~ainst it. He alluded to the vote for
municipahties. A number oi them had borrowed
money upon the strength of what they were to
receive, and were they disappointed their
energies might very probably be crippled. In
common with other members, he protested
against the Government's abdicating their functions, and delegating to others what they ought
to do themselves. The question of the refonn of
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the Civil Service was one that the Governmen tl
itself should determine upon, and not let other
parties do the work. He said that with the
g-reatest respect for the gentlemen who formed
the Civil Service Commission, but still he thought
the Government itself should have seen to this.
If the Government were not capable of doing it,
they were not fit to hold the reins of office.
Mr. MIC HIE said he would take the opportunity of saying a few words in reply to wnat had
fallen from the hon. the member for Belfast and
the hon. the member for Villiers and lIeytesbury, against trusting the present Administration
with more than a three months' supply, for
the last hon. member appeared, with more shortsightedness than had ever before been exhibited
in that House, to be unaware how much
he had said would affect himself or any
Administration of which he might be a member.
He (Mr. Michie) had listened for some time for
a particle of ground or reason for this extraordinary suggestion, for most extraordinary it was
under all circumstances. What had been said by
several hon. members-and by one especiallyseemed to imply that the subject was looked upon
as connected with personal or party populanty.
He would also take another word from the dictionary as connected with the subject,
and that was "factIOn."
Hon. members
might know, at least, that they were now
liable to treatment similar to that to which
they were subjecting those on the other side
of the House.
He thought had the hon.
member for Villiers and Heytesbury not been a
member of a Mmistry recently ousted from office,
he would have had very different feelings on the propriety of opposing a Ministry on an occasion like
the present. He (Mr. Michie) had also observed
that other hon. members, who had not the boldness
to come out with their own views, were communieating their inspiration to the hon. and learned
member for North Melbourne. He apprehended
were the hon. and learned ex- Postmaster-General
on the other side of the House he \\'ould have
acted otherwise, and not endeavoured to infuse
into the ears of hon. members whatever might
be best put forward to make the "three months'
~ovement" a fe~ible one.
The explanatlOn of
all thIS was not very difficult.
He foresaw from the beginning of
the session what every Government must be exposed to, and the hon. member for Kilmore saw
It as well. The fact was, that every existing Go,:ef!1ment was in this plight. They had only a
limIted number of seats, and were supplied only
to a limited extent with loaves and fishes, and
were not in a position to perform the necessary
miracle (laughter); and so the House found that
the ex-Postmaster-General, and other" ex's"and there were very few "y's" (laughter)-taking
their present course. When an Administration
therefore.. had to deal with these impracticabl~
" ex's," tnese evils were sure to ensue, and therefor the hon. and learned member for Villiers and
Heytesbury saw what he had to expect for the
~uture, and was estopped for ever from complainmg of being treated in a similar way himself. He
(Mr. Michie) was desirous to hear the new membel'S speak to the subject, but remembered when
a new member himself that the present hon.
member for Kilmore made the remark, that new
members came out with a peculiar enthusiasm on

the subject of the reform of the Estimates.
There was no doubt of this, and also that the
only members competent to deal with the Estimates were those who were" within the subject,"
or behind the scenes; and so he came to the conclusion that anything more unjust, vexatious, and
absurd was never propounded before. The hon.
member for Villiers and Heytesburyapparently,
while.he was in full possession of his faculties
(laughter), sought to get the House to grant
Estimated for only three months. What was to
be done in the interval? Hon. members of
the Government were all day long engaged
in their offices, and all night in the House; the
Land questioll was to be dealt with without delay;
and he asked the minds and consciences of hon.
members what preparedness could be expected in
three months, beyond that now exhibited? The
hon. member for VilIiers and Heytesbury, and
his colle~ues, had been treated in a different
spirit. ,,, hen they took office, the Estimates had
been passed in a short time. Where wou~d they
have been with three months' time to prepare
the Estimates, when it was well known that
when the duty of preparing Estimates devolved
on them they substantially brought forward the
same from time to time? He would take notice
of merely one item, which had excited various
observations, and one which exemplified the
faculty possessed by the hon. member for Belfast
of damaging the cause of his friends. (Hear, hear.)
Thathon. membpr said he saw, with a portentous
sagacity, the gross partiality of the Government1 and then looked unutterable thmgs at
the non. the Postmaster-General. The partiality, he said, was with respect to Ballarat.
He then referred to another district represented
by an hon. member on his (Mr. Michie's) side of
the House. He (~Ir. Michie) would not now say
anything about centres of civilisation; but he
doubted very much whether the hon. member
had read enough of French history to know
the meaning of the phrase, or exactly understand what a jermie:J'-general was. He asked
that hon. member if, with respect to the Ballarat
matter, previous Estimates had been remembered, because a very little consideration would
have shown that the posUon of Ballarat on the
Estimates differed in scarce £1,000 from that of
last year; so that what the hon. member said
about the partiality of the hon. the PostmasterGeneral rebounded on his own friends. Had that
hon. member not a sort of enthusiasm for offices
in the Sewerage Commission and Water Supply
departments-had he not a call for the country ?
He would say, not "Spare that tree," but
"Spare, that Commission." (Laughter.) Let
the House imagine this absurd proportion
carried, and at the end of three months,
the Government saying, "Will you give us
three months more?" or "one month more 1"
Was the House to go on thus from month to month
-from day to day? He could not discover what the
intention of hon. members on the other side of
the House was. The case was not as though the
present Ministry had been long in ofhce, and
asked the House to pass the Estimates in gwbo
for one year without question. What was asked
was that the Estimates might pa.ss, but hon.
members were put in a position to challenge
every individual item as it came before them.
Any member was at liberty to move that such
Z
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and such an item be postponed, with a view
to increase, diminution, or such other alteration as might seem desirable.
But" Oh,"
some hon. member might say, "we have not yet
had the advantage of reading the Report of the
Civil Service Commission." The Commission was
certainly a very vroper Commission, because each
predE'~ssor of the late or antecedent Ministries
could not know every part and detail respecting
every department, both in town and country, and
such a report from such a Commission was absolutely indispensable to obtain the correct knowedge that was desired. Well t the Report was already
on the table, and would ne printed and in the
·hands of hon. members soon, perhaps the next
day. (Mr. NICHOLSON.- H To-morrow.") With
that report in thl'ir hands hon. member~ might
easily-he should ao so himself ·-suggest such
alterations as the Ministry did not initiate themselves. He should make extracts from that
repc?rt, and as he believed the Ministry meant
faIrly by the country (hear, hear), in the matter of
these Estimates, they would have no object in ob~ecting to the proposal to postpone such items as
It was desired to alter. (" Hear, hear," from
the Treasury benches.) Why was the postponement to be for three months?
The
Government were not to have the advantage
of three months' recess, and as for the alleged
crudities, he would like to be shown the Estimates
that were brought for the first time before the
House that were free from crudities. Why
should the Government be so embarrassed now?
It was wonderful what changes come over
some hon. members' dreams (hear, hear),
since one hon. member went to Prahran and St.
Kilda to know what sum was required to be put
on the Estimates. He hardly thought counsel
had been taken with the hon. member for
North Melbourne, or the Roman looking member
for Belfast, or such a proposition would never
ha.ve been made. He thought such inquiries not
altogether out of ,lace, but they had a peculiar
air on the eve 0 a general election. (Hear,
hea.r.) Hon. members who spoke of the terrific
distress certain reductions would entail on a
section of the working-classes forgot that distress
existed in other classes who wt!re less demonstrative in the. expression of their complaints.
He granted a reduction of £50,000 in public
works in Melbourne might occasion a certain
anwunt of distress, but nothing was said of the
distress which would be occasioned among a class
who were not likely to bring their distresses before
the public, by a reckless and intemperate reduction of 25 or 30 per cent. upon the salaries of
Government officials. He should not complain
of his constituents refusing to re-elect him if the
reduction were made in their districts, and instead thereof roads formed which involved the
aa.fety of human lifE'. The St. Kilda people,
perhaps, expected great things when they glJt the
famous request about the Estimates, but they
fixed themselves like the man whose gold
He
changed in the night to leaves.
was sorry they should be cut down some
20 or 30 per cent., as, while they might excuse
the hon. member alluded to for disguising his
love they would naturally complain of being
kicked down stairs. (Laughter.)
Mr. HOOD did not think his simple offer and
the refusal of it merited the remarks made by
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the hon. member for St. Kilda.. With respect
to that part connected with the hon. member for
Villiers and Heytesbury, he would say the affair
had been ca.rried on without his (Mr. Hood's) know·
ledge, and he refused when told afterwards to agree
to the proposition. In the Assembly of which he
was last a member speakers were in the habit of
addressing themseives to the chair instead of to
individual members.
Mr. MICHIE had meant, when he used the
word H Sir ," to allude to the hon. the Speaker.
Mr. HOOD was quite Ratisfied. With respect
to Ballarat, he might say he objected ta the
Estimates l>utting £38,000 to Ballarat West,
which distrlCt the hon. Postmaster represented,
while only £4,000 was set apart for Ballarat
East.
Dr. EV ANS had not desired to address the
House but for the personal allusions of the last
speaker, as well as the hon. member for Belfast.
He would attempt to mollify his friend's feelings
by telling him that such behaviour was not customary, either in the British Parliament or with
scholars and gentlemen, but was simply an importation from the nisi prius side of the Supreme
Court. In reply to another portion of
the hon. member for St. Kilda's arguments, he
would say that, in a few days oyer a twelvemonth
since, viz., on December 7, 1858, when the
Estimates were being considered, an amendment
was proposed by Mr. Snodgrass, the effect of
which was to postpone the Estimates to allow the
Ministry to make a statement of their policy with
respect to the survey of Crown Lands departments. That amendment was supported by the
hon. member for St. Kilda. (" Hear, hear," from
the Treasury Benches.) He thought this would
disprove the greater part of what the hon.
member for St. Kilda had said. (Laughter from
the Ministerial benches.) He submitted that in
this amendment the House was following the
practice of the Imperial Parliament, as there it
was not usual to go into the Efltimates early in
the session, but to authorise the Government to
issue Exchequer bills, so that practically the
Estimates were only considered at the close of the
session, viz., in Mayor June. The question
had however arisen here whether the Treasurer
could devote a certain amount of such a lump sum
to a particular object without a special vote of
that House. After alluding to the difficulty there
would be in complying with the terms of the
Audit Act, in paying the salaries of Government
officers without a 8pl'cial vote, he said he thought
this might be avoided by including in the
amendment a clause authorising the payment of salaries for three months, by which
time hon. members would have carefully
He
studied the report of the Commission.
the more desired that this should be done,
as by the end of 12 months, public feeling might
have been skilfully directed into other chaIllnels,
and the value of the report thereby much diminished. This was also r.ot to interfere witlh the
passing of contra~ts which might be advertised
for, that the labour of the country might continu(>
in employment. He also supported the amendment because of the greater facilities that would
be afforded for a more equitable distribution of the revenue. He would now refer
to other subjects,
and
knowing
that
the money imported by loan from Eng-

DEC.

u, 1850.]

SECOND PARLlAMENT.

land would be paid for labour,' and in a few
weeks be again in the banks. He would like to
know how far what had been stated by hon.
members could be correct, when the £1,250,000 or
£1,500,000 that would be so paid away would in
effect form part of the capital of the country. It
was not the time to go into the question of the distribution of the money for public works, though on
another occasion he would refer to the way
in which his own district-which contributed £15,000 of gold duty to the revenue
had been treated, not Is. being set down for its
roads or bridges. (H No, no," from the Ministerial benches.) He challenged hon. members
to point to more than a small bridge over the Bet
Bet Creek, and a part of the Ararat-road 20
miles out of the district.
He did not know
whether such neglect was a sort of punishment
to the electors for returning himself, but it would
not be the last that would be heard on the
subject. He would say no more during that
evening's debate, but would support the motion
on the well-known Parliamentary principle of refusing sUI>plies till grievaaces were redressed.
Mr. DUFFY thought hon. members understood he had moved an amendment to give supplies for only three months, but as the motion
was connected with the Supplementary Estimates
it would be out of order for him to do
so. When an opportunity was afforded, however,
he would move such an amendment. He t;aw no
reason why the House should be called on to recast the Estimates after the Civil Service Commission report was read, as that was truly the
duty of the Government. Practically, however,
the three months' delay would allow five months'
delay, as the salaries of officials would only be
due at the end of the half-yea.r.
Mr. FRANCIS would address himself to the
question before the House, which, he understood,
was the limiting the supplIes granted to 3 months.
He was perfectly satisfied that any proposition at
the present moment as to the material alteration
of fiscal regulations in the colony would be premature. He believed that sufficient had been
said that evening to satisfy him that the period
of three months would be too sman a limit to
allow for passing the votes of supply. As to the
insinuation which had been made by some hon.
members, that the Government were desirous of
delaying bringing forward their Land Bill, all he
could say was, that it was not the intention of
the Government to bring forward any motion
until that and the Estimates had been carried.
He was quite aware that in gross the Estimates had
been taken as they had been found-as they had
been left by the late Government, some few important alterations only having been made; and
he trusted the Committee would give that support to the Government which was due to them.
The hon. member for Kilmore had stated that
the hon. the Treasurer had presumed somewhat
on his position in having dictated fresh terms to
the agents at home without having received
authority from the House; but as a business
man, he (Mr. l!'rancii) was disposed to confirm
the policy of the conduct of his hon. colleague,
inasmuch as the hon. member was the proper medium for making any alteration in reference to
the matter of debentures. If the suggestion
of the hon. member for Kilmore was
taken, that secret agreements should be
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made by that House, he believed that in aJ 1
probability those agreements would becom e
public property. He was aware that the first
purchases of debentures were made under the instructions of the late Government, and that very
many, not only banks, but persons in the confidence of the banks, became the principal purchasers. The mode of reaching a limit had been
stated to be a most difficult matter to arrange.
but although he had not been consulted by his
hon. colleague the 1' reasurer, he could suggest a
mode by which the limit could be reached. The
recent Government had made a fixed limit.
(" No, no.") He understood that 105 was the
limit.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-Instructions were always
given to obtain the highest Jlrice.
Mr. FRANCIS said it was an admitted fact
that the limit was &,enerally dispersed, and acted
upon. In his opimon the limit should be made
according to the fluctuation of the market at
home. The hon. member for Kilmore had stated,
that the banks would not call upon their customers, as they could borrow money at home at
3 per cent. and invest it here at 6 per cent.; but
if that were the case, why, he would ask, did. the'y
not adopt such a course in regard to their ordInary business? Before sitting down he would
make one observation in reference to what had
been said with regard to the sums voted for
various districts. Those sums had been distributed under the advice of the head of the
Department of Lands and Survey, and had also
been distributed in accordance Idth the plans
adopted br the former Government.
Mr. J. T. SMITH stated that the policy ofthe
Government had been almost altogether lost
sight of. He believed that, on looking over the
Estimates, the division was more equitable than
was generally supposed. lIe thought it was
asking too much of the Government to pass
three months' Estimates in order that they
should be enabled to get on with the Land Bill.
It was not very easy for a Government to make
reductions, and they could not be done by a
simple resolution of that Houiie; and the members who had just taken their seats on the
Ministerial benches should have a fair chance
afforded them.
If the present Ministry
had taken advantage of the experience
of their predecessors, and had not exceeded the
amount generally placed on the Estimates, they
ought to be encouraged; but he thought that the
Estimates shouhl be postponed for one day, until
the report of the Ci viI Service Commi88ion had
been furnished to hon. members.
Lieut. AMSINCK asked the hon. the Treasurer
whether, supposing the debentures proved unsaleable at home, he had any other scheme in
view but that he had explained tha.t evening?
Mr. HORNE stated, that while he objected in
limine to the diVIsion which had taken place in
the Estimates, he considered the time for making
such objections would be when the Estimates
were brought .eriatim before the Committee. He
was opposed to the proposition of the salaries of
the Government emploY~8 being voted for three
months only, as he was aware of the difficulty
which would be thus experienced by those hon.
gentlemen who had to carry through the Esti~
mates; and if the !!alaries were reduced after
the Estimates had beeD postponed for three
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months, the parties would claim as compensation sums of money which would be
a.lmost equal to the whole amount voted for
salaries. He was, therefore, of opinion that the
Estimates should be gone into as early as possible.
Mr. M'CULLOCH stated that at that late hour
of the evening he did not intend to occupy the
attention of the Committee for more than a few
minutes. He might inform the hon. the member
for West Bourke that the Government had no
objection whatever to postponing the consideration of the Estimates until1!'ridaY so that hon.
members might peruse the report 0 j the Civil Service Commission. As he had before stated that
evening, he had not himself seen the report; but
he had been given to understand that it recommended no reductions in salaries, but merely a
combinatioll of offices. He might state, after the
observations which had been made that evening,
that, considering the very short period for which
the Government had had the Estimates under
consideration, they could not have made more of
them than they had done, unless they had dealt
unjustly with some of the Government employees.
It would be wrong for the Government to go to
that House ana say, " We will strike off 30 per
cent. from the Civil Service," as it required very
great experience of each department before it
was possible to judge of the capacities of the
gentlemen employed in it.
He was quite
certain, moreover, that in the short space
of three months the Government could not
devote sufficient time to re-framing the Estimates. It had been insinuated that the
Government were not desirous of immediately passing their Land Bill, but he could
assure the Committee that it was their wish to
press on both that and the Estimates as much as
possible, and to keep the three nights in the
week devoted to Government business to those
two matters alone.
The question was then put and carried.
On the motion of Mr. M'CULLOCH, the
House resumed, and the Chairman reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again on Friday,
the 9th of December.

rSESSI01\

I.

bring forward the Bill on his own responsibUtY
as he had been promised the professionai
assistance of many hon. members in that
House. Feeling the necessity which existed for
such a Bill he had therefore not hesitated to
move for leave for its introduction. The alterations in the present law would simply be in accordance with the Engiish Bankruptcy Consolidation Law of 1849, and with the Bill recently introduced in the Imperial Parliament by Lord
John Russell, and with the sanction of the mercantile community of London. By the Bill he
proposed to introduce, several evils at present
experienced would be remedied, such as giving
the Commissioner greater powers, and maki.ng
the machinery of the court less cumbrous.
Mr. MICHIE seconded the motion.
The Bill was then brought up by the hon.
members Mr. Ebden and Mr. Michie, read a first
time, ordered to be printed, and the second reading made an order of the day for Thursday, the
15th December.
EUUCATION.

Mr. MICHIE movedH That the House on the following day resolve
itself into a Committee of the whole for the purpsse of considering the following resolutions :That this House is of opinion that there should
be a uniform system of public education
throughout the colony of Victoria. That such
system should be administered by local boards of
management, with power to levy rates on
lands and buildings towards the maintenance of
schools. That a Bill be brought in for such purpose."
The Bill was entirely the same as that which he
introduced into the House during the previous
session, and which he had carried through its
second reading; so it was not hiR intention t()
enter into the merits of it on the present occasion.
Upon the motion being seconded,
Mr. O'SHANASSY said that he was very glad
to hear that the Bill was not of a character
similar to that introduced by a member of another
branch of the Legislature, and that it was free
THE PUBLIC LANDS OF VICTORIA.
from anything which would be obnoxious to a
Mr. LOADER, by permission of the House, class whose religion had been frequently assailed.
He should not, therefore, offer any opposition to
withdrew the motions standing in his name.
the hon. member introducing his Bill as early as
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS.
he thought proper.
Pursuant to notice, Mr. SNODGRASS
The motion was then carried.
movedSALE OF LAND IN SOUTH BOURKE.
"That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the laws affecting the registration of
The following motion, standing in the name of
electors, and the working of the system of voting the hon. member Mr. L. L. Smith, was negatived
by ballot."
after some little discussion :Mr. BARTON objected to the names on the
"To move for a return of all moneys derived
Committee.
from the sale of Crown lands in each of the
The SPEAKER said that as adding the names divisions of the District of South Bourke, toof the Committee was an amendment which gether with the amount of moneys expended by
could only be c;lrried by permission of the House, the Government in the formation of roads and
a.ny hon. member had a right to object; and as public works in each of the separate divisions of
the hon. member for North Melbourne had done the said district."
80, the hon. the mover would have to bring forTHE RAILWAY CONTRACTS.
ward a fresh motion on the following day.
Mr. WOODS movedINSOLVENT LAW.
"That a Select Committee be appointed to
Mr. EBDEN moved for leave to bring in a inquire into the origin, conditions, and result, so
Bill to amend the laws relating to insolvent I far, of the contract for the Mount Alexander a.nd
debtors, and stated that he did not intend to Murray River Railway; to ascertain whether the
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contracting parties had observed the conditions
of said contract; whether parties legally disqualifit!d from participating in such contract were
free from such participatIOn; to examine witnesses, receive evidence, and generally to take
cognizance of all matters affecting said contract,
and to report thereon to that House the result of
their investigations; the CommIttee to consist of
the followin!t members :-Mr. Michie, Mr.
Houston, Mr. Loader, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. M'Lellan,
Mr. Reid, Mr. O'Shanassy, Mr. Horne, and the
mover."
Mr. FRANCIS stated that the Government
had obtained the consent of His Excellency to
the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry into
all matters connected with the railways, which
Commission would consist of the following gentlemen :-Messrs. Macarthur, Arthur Ross,
Sumner, T. T. A'Beckett, and S. G. Henty.
Mr. WOODS said that, notwithstanding the
statement made by the hon. member, he should
press his motion; but as it was so late and the
subject would in all probability provoke a long
discussion, he would, with the permission of the
House, postpone it until the following day.

GOLD-FIELDS ACT.
Mr. CARPENTER, understanding that the
present Government intended to introduce a.
Gold-fields Bill into the House, would withdraw
the motion standing in his name.
ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF BELFAST.
Mr. HOOD moved for leave to introduce a.
Bill to alter the boundaries of the electoral district of Belfast.
Mr. BENNETT seconded the motion, which
was earned.
The Bill was then brought up by the hon. members, Mr. Hood and Mr. Bennett, read a. first
time, ordered to be printed, and its second reading made an order of the day for Thursday, the
8th of December.
RAILWAY EXPENDITURE.
In the absence of the hon. member, Mr.
Heales, the motion in his name wag postponed.
The House adjourned at 20 minutes past 12
o'clock until the following day.

FIFTEENTH DAY-\VEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1859.
were pending with relation to the electric telegraph between these colon.ies and Europe; and if
there were, what was the nature of them?
BRIDGE ACROSS THE DAMPER CREEK.
Mr. L. L. SMITH gave notice that on Friday
he would move that the House resolve itself into '
a Committee of the whole, for the purpose of presenting an address to His Excellency the Governor, asking him to cause a sum of money to be
placed on the Estimates for carrying a bridge
across the Damper Creek, between Nunawading
and Mulgrave.
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS
Mr. VERDON gave notice that on the following day he would move that a Select Committee
be appointed to inquire into the laws affecting
the registration of voters; such Committee to consist of Messrs. Nicholson, O'Shanassy, Lalor,
Loader, J. S. Johnston, Don, Barton, and the
mover.
Sl\.NDHURST SLUDGE CHANNEL.
Mr. HOWARD gave notice that on the following day he would ask the hon. the President of
the Board of Land and Works why the contract
for the sludge channel at Sandhurst had not been
entered into, notwithstanding that the tenders
were closed on the 22nd ult. ; and why prompt
measures were not adopted to prevent the inhabitants of Epsom from being submerged, pending
the completion of the work ?
MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that on Tuesday,
the 13th of December, he would move that the
hon. the Commissioner of Lands and Survey lay
LAND.
on the table of the House a skeleton map of the
Lieutenant AMSINCK gave notice that on colony, showing the public roads under the conTuesday, 13th December, he would ask the hon. trol of the Roads and Bridges Department, and
Chief Secretary whether any negotiations by tints defining the portions to be made in

The SPEAKER took the chair at 10 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
REPORTS.
The SPEAKER stated that the hon. the Chief
Secretary had laid upon the table of the House
a report from the Inspector-General of Penal
EAtablishments, and also a copy of a despatch
received from the Secretary of State with reference to the National Bank.
COUNTRY POLICE COURTS.
Mr. M'LELLAN gave notice that on the following day he should ask the hon. the AttorneyGeneral whether, in his contemplated combination of the offices of wardt'n and police
magistrates on the gold-fields he intended
to make all disputants take their cases into
a police court to get them adjudicated upon ;
if so, whether he intended to establish police
courts on every rush of any importance, no matter where situated? Whether he intended police
magistrates to go and settle disputes on the spot
where they occurred, or whether he intended all
disputants and their witnesses to travel to a police
court, no matter what distance they might be
located from it, to get their claims adjusted; if
so, was he prepared to create and maintain a
staff of competent surveyors to survey claims,
make maps and gather other such information as
would enabie such police magistrates to arrive
in all cases at a proper decision? In the event
of the aforesaid police magistrates being appointed to act as coroners, what provision would
be made for the settling of mining disputes while
they were acting in that capacity?
TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH ENG-
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Mr. M'CULLOCH said, in reply, that he was
1860, the portions already made, and the portions
not prepared at that moment to say th~ any
remaining unmade.
instructions would be forwarded to the Rail way
TARIFFS.
:Mr. O'SHAN ASSY gave notice that on the Loan agents, except as regarded the Ihni~ of the
following day he would ask the hon. the ChIef sale of debentures. If there were any matrucSecretary if he would supply a report called for tions before the departure of the mail they
in his Department from the Customs Depart- would be laid upon the table of the House. As
ment relative to the working of the present and regarded the limit to be fixt;d to t~e sale of the
past tariffs of this and the neighbouring, colo- debentures it was not the mtentIOn of the Government
submit it to the House at present.
nies?
In IIonswer to the second question of the hon.
INTESTATE ESTATES.
member, he might say that the Government
Pursuant to notice, Mr. MICHIE asked the were doing all in their power to get the various
hon. the Attorney-General what sums were at accounts adjusted, and as soon as that was acpresent in any bank or banks, or elsewhere, to complished a Bill for the purchase of the line
the credit of the officer administering intestate would be introduced into that House-he hoped
estates in this colony; whether any periodical in- within a. few days- before the departure of the
spection and audit of such accounts was had; Mail.
and if so by whom and when?
Mr. WOOD, in reply, stated, with reference to
REFORMATORY FOR JUVENILE CRIMINALS.
the first question, that there ~as a sum of mo';!ey
Mr. HARKER, pursuant to notice, asked the
amounting to £~,213 lIs. 5d. m the banks, bemg hon. the Chief Secretary if the Government inthe nett receipts for September, October, and No- tended to establish a reformatory for juvenile
vember. Every three mo~ths the officer a4minis- criminals, or an industrial school for deserted
tering intestate estates, ill ac.cordance wIth. the children not being orphans; and if so, when?
provisions in the Audit Act, paId the money mto
Mr. NICHOLSON said tha.t the subject was
the Treasury. The officer had informed him tha.t one which had occupled his attention, ha.ving
it would be a work of considerable time and been brought under his notice by the hon. memlabour to go back for some years to ascertain her for West Bourke. The Government had not
what amount he had paid into the Treasury, but as yet been able to give the subje?t due conif the hon. member was desirous of having such a sideration' but Mr. Sturt hau promIsed to draw
return it could be furnished. With regard to the up a Bill ~nd as soon as that was in his (Mr.
next question, he might say that t~e. accounts Nicholso~'s) hands he would lay it upon the
were audited yearly by the CommISSIoners of table of the House.
Audit in accordance with the Act, and that
every 'January and July statements were pubEXCURSION (SUNDAY) TRAINS.
lished in the Government Gazette, showing all
Mr. CARPENTER, pursuant to notice, asked
esta~es in the hands of the intestate estates
officer such statements showing the receipts the hon. the Chief Secretary if it was the intention of the Government to discontinue running
and e~pellditure.
iihe excursion trains on Sunday, as formerly?
Mr. NICHOLSON said, that some little time
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES.
ago large yellow placards were di.stributed
Mr. CALDWELL gave notice, that on the throughout the city, advertising that trams would
following day he would ask the hon. the Attorney run on Sunday; but those placards. ha.d si~ce
General if he had any objection to order a return been withdrawn. The Government dId not Illshowing the II;moun~ of money he~d. by the tend to interfere with Sunday trains (Hear, hear),
res:rective OffiCIal AssIgnees; where It IS lodged, although they had been stopped; but the caU86
an in what name or names, and to what estates of such stoppage was the refusal of the Geelong
such money belongs; what interest has been Company to allow the Government the use of
received for such money, and what has been one of their engines, and until the Government
done with it; a statement of the estates not ~et got one the trains could not run.
closed, the dividends declared but not yet paId,
MUNICIPAL REFORM BILl,.
and the dates when declared?
Mr. G. M. STEPHEN asked the hon. the
REPORT.
Attorney-General whether a draft Municipal ReMr. BROOKE brought up the first report of form Bill said to have been prepared by the late
the Printing ComInittee, and moved that the Governm~nt, in compliance with the suggestions
same be printed.
of the Municipal Confe~ences held in Melbourn.e
The motion was put and carried.
in 1856 and 1858, was III the law offices; and if
not whether it was the intention of the pres~nt
THE VICTORIAN DEBENTURES.
Go~ernment to bring into Parliament such a BIll;
Mr. O'SHANASSY, pursuant to notice, asked and if so, at what time?
Mr. ~ WOOD said that no draft Bill was
the hon. the Treasurer whether he would place
before that House, for its consideration, prior to found by him in the Crown Law Officel!! .bu~
the departure of the next English mail, the fina.l portion of it was in the Government .l"nntmg
proposals and instructions of the Government to Office. Whether that draft embraced the sugthe Railway Loan agents relative to the sale in gestions of the Municipal conferences he could
1860 of the £3 000,000 of Victorian Debentures not say at present. The Bill was now in the Law
mentioned in his letter of the 17th ult.? On Offices and the hon. member could have an
what day the Government proposed to intro- opport~nity of seeing it there. With reference
duce a Bill for the purchase of the Geelong to the second question, he mIght say that the
Government had not gone into the Bill, and he
Railway?

to
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was not in a posi~ion to say whether they would
be wi1lin~ to adopt it or not. It was a subject
upon whICh the opinion of the Government had
not yet been given.
Mr. R. S. ANDERSON asked the hon. member the Attorney-General jf it was the intention
of the Government to introduce any Bill on the
subject during the present session.
Mr WOOD said he was unable to give any
information on the subject. The Government
had already stated that it was their wish not to
prolong the present session more than was absolutely necessary, although they were most
anxious to have a Municipal Bill carried.
Mr. VERDON asked if the Government would
object, when the Bill on Municipal Reform was
pnnted, to furnish copies to the various municipalities.
Mr. WOOD said he apprehended that there
would be no objection on tlie part of the Government.
AGRICULTURAL RETURNS.
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it being £5,369 6s. 10d. Of course the matter
could be explained by looking into the accounts,
but he considered it his duty to bring the subject
under the notice of the House.
Mr. M'CULLOCH regretted that he had not
previously been made aware of the question introduced by the hon. member, but he might
state that the returns were published as he found
them on entering office. He believed there were
no returns kept previous to the arrival of His
Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, but he was unable
at the present time to assign any reason for that
not having been done. He would, however,
promise the hon. member to give him as full an
account as possible from the records in the
Treasury.
ELECTIONS QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE.

The hon. members Mr. J ohnston, Mr.
M'Lellan, Mr. Verdon, and Mr. Wood wereswom
in as members of the Elections Qualifications
Committee.

Mr. LOADER gave notice that on Tuesday,
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS ACT.
the 13th of December, he would ask the hon. the
Mr. LOADER gave notice that, on the folChief Secretary when the agricultural statistics
collected in March last would be laid on the table lowing day, he would move for leave to bring in
of the House; what was the cause of the delay in a Bill, entituled " A Bill to Repeal the 4th, 5th,
their publication ; and whether arrangements could and 6th Sections of the Act of Council, 18 Vict.,
not be made to place the public in possession of No. 15."
IRON BOXES.
that important mformation at an earlier period
Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on the followof the year.
ing day, he would ask the hon. the Commissioner
GOVERNMENT HOUSE EXPENDITURE.
of Public Works what was the use ann object of
Mr. BROOKE stated that he wished to call a number of wrought-iron boxes at present
the attention of the House to a few facts lying on the east bank of the Yarra, near Melconnected with the returns which had been laid bourne.
on the table of the House a few evenings ago of
PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS COMMITTEE.
the special expenditure at Government House.
He had to complain of two things in that report
Mr. NICHOLSON moved-one was, that It did not cover the whole time
"That the following members fonn the Parthe Constitution Act had been in force; and the liament Bmldings Committee of the Assembly :second was, that it did not give suffiCIent detail. The hon. the Speaker, Mr. Brooke, Mr. Home,
It would be, perhaps, in the recollection of the Mr. Ebden, and Mr. Gavan Duffy, with power to
House that the Constitution Act contained a confer with the Committee of the Legislative
clause that it should come into force as soon as it Council substituting, by leave of the House, the
was proclaimed. It was proclaimed in November, name ot1 the hon. member (Mr. Francis) for that
1855, and at that time the late Sir Charles of the hon. member (Mr. Home)."
Hotham was Governor. He died at the end
SUPPLY.
of that year, but no remarks were made
in the n~port' Then His Excellency MajorOn the motion of Mr. M'CULLOCH, the reGeneral Macarthuracted as Governor, and port of the Committee of Supply of the previous
continued to do so during the year 1856, evening was brought up and adopted.
and he (Mr. Brooke) found that in thfl document
PAYMENT OF MEMBEP.s.
furnished tohim, there was no return of the expenThe following motion, standing in the name
diture for that period. At the end of 1856, His
Excellency the present Governor was appointed, of the hon. member (Mr. Barton), was withbut the return treated of a period ulterior to drawn:that-from August, 1857. On referring to the
"That the House, on Friday, resolve itself
Constitution Act, it would be found that the sum into a committee of the whole, to consider the
of £10,000 was voted to His Excellency the Gover- following resolution:- 'That in the opinion of
nor, and upon the manner in which that sum was this House members of the Assembly ought to be
expended the Government had no right to make paid for their services.'
inqUlries; but there was another schedule, which
"And 'Contingent on the above resolution being
contained a proviso that £5,000 should be set carried,
apart for expenses; but it did not say that it was
" • That a Bill be brought in for the purpose.'''
necessalY to make the expenses amount to that
LIEN LAW.
sum, nor was that sum to be spent without any account being kept of it. He considered that proper
Mr. G. M. STEPIIEN, pursuant to notice,
details should be furnished respecting theexpendi- moved for leave to bring in a Bill for securing to
ture of that money. In addition to that fact, he workmen the due payment of their wages by confound that in 1857 the expenditure was actually in traotorsy and to give to both a lien on the subject
excess of the sum which could be legally spent, matter of their labour and contracts, and gene-

