AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUFST) Bn..L

COUNCIL

ThW"Sday, 27 May 1999

Thursday, 27 May 1999
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 10.03 a. m. and read the prayer.

AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUES1) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).
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November, each state will need to give consideration to
whether it should sever its links with the Crown.
Unlike some other states, Victoria will not need to hold
a state referendum to sever its links with the Crown.
However, in order for the states to adopt republican
constitutional arrangements, it is widely held by
constitutional commentators that section 7 of the
Australia Acts needs to be amended.
Section 7 provides that 'Her Majesty's representative in
each state shall be the Governor'. It is generally thought
that section 7 requires the continuance of monarchical
arrangements for the states, although this point is
disputed by some commentators.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I desire to
move, by leave:
That this house condemns the Kennett government for its
ongoing contempt for the Parliament and, in particular, the
spirit of the guidelines in relation to the provision of answers
to questions on notice in:

(a)

(b)

refusing to answer portfolio-wide questions on the grounds
that the time and resources required to fully reply to the
question cannot be justified; and
refusing to answer specific questions on the spurious

The interests of both the states and the commonwealth
will be best served by ensuring that, if the republic
referendum is passed, there will be no unnecessary
legal barrier to any state severing its links with the
Crown. Consequently, it is desirable to amend
section 7.
Under section 15 of the Australia Acts, those acts and
the Statute of Westminster 1931 of the United
Kingdom can be amended by the commonwealth
Parliament if it is authorised to do so by a request of
each state Parliament, under subsection 15(1).

grounds that 'the government cannot justify the waste of

public time and resources on answering these questions.

Leave refused.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General- Report on Victoria's prison system:
Community protection and prisoner welfare, May 1999

Law Foundation - Report, 1997-98
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978Summary of variations notified between 12 November 1998
and 26 May 1999.

AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUES1) BILL
Second reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

If the proposed Constitution Alteration (Establishment
of Republic) Bill 1999 of the commonwealth is passed
by the electors at the referendum due to be held in

The commonwealth and some commentators take the
view that subsection 15(3), which preserves the
efficacy of powers conferred on the commonwealth
Parliament at a referendum, provides an alternative
method of amending the Australia Acts. However, there
is significant legal doubt about this.
Moreover, all the states are agreed that it is
constitutionally inappropriate to use subsection 15(3) to
amend section 7. The Australia Acts primarily deal with
state constitutional arrangements. To preserve the
constitutional independence of the states, an alteration
to the commonwealth constitution should not be used to
change state constitutional arrangements.
This bill therefore requests the commonwealth
Parliament, under subsection 15(1) of the Australia
Acts to amend section 7 so that section 7 will not
prevent a state from severing its links with the Crown.
The bill is based on a model endorsed by the
Solicitor-General of each state and territory and the
commonwealth. The bill envisages two additional
subsections in section 7. The proposed subsection 7(6)
will allow the Parliament of a state to make a law
providing that the ftrst five subsections of section 7 do
not apply to the state. Subsection 7(7) will provide that,
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when such a law comes into effect, those subsections
will cease to apply to the state.
Timing

The commonwealth wishes to ensure that arrangements
are in place prior to the referendum for the amendment
of section 7. To ensure that no one state can prevent
another state from severing its links with the Crown, the
commonwealth has included in the exposure draft of its
republic bill a provision authorising amendment of
section 7. The commonwealth considers that because of
the practical difficulty of procuring passage of
legislation in each state under subsection 15( 1) before
August - when the Senate is expected to pass the
republic bill- it is necessary to include a
subsection 15(3) provision in the republic bill.
To overcome timing problems created by the necessity
to pass the bill prior to the holding of the referendum,
clause 2 of the bill provides that the act will only come
into force if the commonwealth republic bill is passed
by the electors in the form in which it is approved by
the commonwealth Parliament. If the referendum fails,
the act will have no operation.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
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the bill flows from the recommendations of the Wallis
report into the Australian financial system. On 1 JUly
1988 the commonwealth established the Australian
Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA), making it
responsible for prudentially regulating all
deposit-taking institutions. It also renamed the
Australian Securities Commission the Australian
Securities and Investments Commission, making it
responsible for regulating the conduct, disclosure and
consumer protection aspects of financial institutions.
The bill will give consequential effect to those
legislative changes.
To complete the wholesale shift of state-based financial
regulation to the commonwealth, the bill winds up the
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission (Vicfic)
and the industry and supervision funds. Similar
legislation in other states will wind up their fmancial
institutions commissions. All unspent supervision
levies from industry will be returned to industry as
Vicfic is wound up.
The state will retain responsibility for cooperative
housing societies and trustee companies. The bill
provides that a registrar located in the Department of
Treasury and Finance will be responsible for such
regulation, the cost of which will be covered by
industry levies. However, initially the trustee
companies' industry costs will be covered by the
government's contribution of capital to Vicfic.

Debate adjourned until next day.

FlNANCIAL SECTOR REFORM
(VICTORIA) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 2S May; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition will not be opposing the Financial
Sector Reform (Victoria) Bill, but from the outset I put
on the record the opposition's concerns about various
aspects of the measure. Therefore, I move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view of
inserting in place thereof 'this house refuses to read this bill a
second time until it has considered a report from the
Economic Development Committee relating to the issues of
reduced service provision and job losses resulting from the
state and commonwealth financial sector reform legislation.'.

The pwpose of the bill is to comply with current
commonwealth legislation by transferring responsibility
for building societies, credit unions and friendly
societies to the commonwealth. By way of background,

The key point of the bill is that generally the transfer of
regulatory responsibility for building societies, credit
unions and friendly societies from the states to the
commonwealth is sensible. The bill assists with a shift
that has been occurring over a long time. A single
prudential regulator promotes consistency in regulation
across the sector, adding certainty to the industry and
encouraging it to flourish.
The regulations and legislation that the bill deals with
are part of the process of federation, by which when all
the states came together at the end oflast century
various responsibilities were split between them and the
commonwealth. After all this time it is sensible to
ensure that there is only one regulator in the area. There
is widespread support for the bill throughout the
financial sector, including credit unions and banking
groups. They understand the benefits of the bill for
themselves and their industry.
The concurrent commonwealth bills remove the
requirement for the commonwealth Treasurer to
consent under section 63 of the Banking Act before an
authorised deposit-taking institution can amalgamate or
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enter into a partnership with another authorised
deposit-taking institution.
That particular aspect of the bill poses a serious threat
to the four-pillars policy. I remind honourable members
that in recent years there have been a number of
amalgamations and other changes in the financial
industry, particularly in the banking sector, and that the
industry is undergoing further change. As I said, at
present Australia has a four-pillars policy, by which the
four major banking institutions - the ANZ, the
Commonwealth, Westpac and the National Australia
Bank - are maintained. Current government policy is
that that be maintained so that competition in the
industry is retained. The opposition and a number of
financial commentators are concerned that ultimately
the bill will allow the number of banks to be reduced,
possibly to two. The argument put by a number of the
supporters of the abolition of the four-pillars policy is
that for the banks to successfully compete in the global
economy they need a much broader domestic financial
base. In other words, they need to be stronger in
Australia so they can provide services in the global
marketplace and therefore look after their shareholders.
One might argue that in an ideal world two
conglomerates would be stronger and therefore better
able to compete in the world market.
I am concerned about the effect the reduction of the
four large banks to two will inevitably have on the
country's banking industry, on jobs and on reducing
competition within Australia Some of those effects,
which are quite marked and very unfortunate can be
seen at the moment in a number of communities across
Victoria and elsewhere in Australia Since financial
deregulation was supported by the federal and state
governments through the policies primarily of
Treasurer Keating in the mid-1980s, the trend over the
past 10 to 15 years has been that financial institutions
have merged in order to survive and compete.
I remember applying for my first home loan to a
building society in Ballarat. I have forgotten its name,
but I remember going there and getting the loan.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - No, it wasn't. That
then changed and became the RESI Permanent
Building Society, which changed to the Bank of
Melbourne, which has now been swallowed up by
Westpac. Changes have been made to very small
institutions over the past 19 years. The building society
in Ballarat had a kookaburra up front - -

Hon. R. I. Knowles - It was Victorian Savings and
Loan.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That's right.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - It was a very good
organisation.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is correct,
Minister. Even within 20 years - I think I took out the
loan back in 1979 - that organisation changed and
merged quite frequently.
These changes do not necessarily assist with
competition because large institutions are merging and
amalgamating with smaller institutions that in many
instances were more innovative and entrepreneurial in
outlook and more active within the community than the
larger institutions and they provided assistance and
packages that ordinarily were not provided by major
banks. A prime example of that at the moment is the
Bendigo Bank. That bank has also gone through a
number of name changes - it used to be called the
Bendigo Building Society. That bank has understood
the problems facing a number of Victorian
communities and has provided solutions and actually
captured that part of the marketplace the four large
banks have left. Bendigo Bank has worked with a
number of communities in stepping up community
banking facilities.
It is important to understand that unless entrepreneurial
organisations are allowed to survive without being
swallowed up by the larger financial institutions
Australia, and certainly a number of Victorian
communities, will be adversely affected. A lot of those
institutions and credit unions are community based;
they understand the communities they serve and they
play a very important role.
It is interesting to note the effect the recent
amalgamation with Westpac has had on the Bank of
Melbourne's customer base and its relationship with the
rest of the community. The Bank of Melbourne grew
out of a number of permanent building societies. It was
innovative and looked after its customers, and it had
Jack Thompson as its main advertising flag bearer. It
provided a number of services at the cutting edge of the
financial sector. The Bank of Melbourne was not only
expanding, it was taking the market share from the
other four banks and was taking on board many aspects
of community banking and financial services that
people wanted and required. It was not predatory like
many of the larger banks which go hell for leather in
raising charges and reducing access to accounts. It was
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a very successful institution because it grew from the
grass roots.
Within the past 12 months the Bank of Melboume
merged with Westpac, which had merged with
Advantage Bank a few years ago. That was a disaster
not only for Westpac but also for Advantage Bank
customers. They ran away from the merged entity once
Advantage Bank had been swallowed up by Westpac.
Although Westpac has learned from that experience
and has kept the logo and the colour scheme of the
Bank of Melbourne, the culture of the bank is changing
to the Westpac culture, an4 the innovation and grass
roots links with communities are now changing.
The former Bank of Melboume branch in Melton has
been closed. All the tellers at the Bank of Melbourne
were nice and friendly and there was a different feeling,
but that has now changed. There are more people
behind the screened counters, but the queues are getting
longer and the personalised service has gone. Part of the
opposition's concern about the legislation is that it will
assist in a further concentration of financial services
and institutions over time.
When one examines the banking institutions, such as
the National Australia Bank, the Commonwealth Bank
and the ANZ Bank - although it is smaller than the
others - one can see very powerful interests involved
in amalgamations. Amalgamations will lead to growth
but will also result in branch closures and jobs lost
within the industry. As I said, the banking industry has
undergone a massive change over the past 15 years.
I am interested in the pathways to employment for
young people. Those pathways have changed over the
years and are being lost. The economic rationalists say
that it is not their role or their job, that the shareholders
need to be looked after and that this is irrelevant to
everything. But one pathway to employment was
through a number of key institutions. One was the
banks; another was the railways; and another was the
public service.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan all.
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Sheltered workshops

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Thank you,
Mr Hartigan, sheltered workshops all! They provided
opportunities for young people to get their first jobs.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan- To learn a lot of bad
habits.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Learn a lot ofbad
habits, Mr Hartigan!

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Absolutely.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I disagree with you.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - That is the virtue of a
democracy.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is correct. I
disagree because a lot of the responsibility of getting up
in the morning, learning a skill or a trade and becoming
a productive member of society occurred because of the
socialisation of young people into the banks, the
railways or the public service. Much of that has now
gone. Those pathways have changed and young people
have gone to the McDonalds, the Hungry Jacks and the
Coles of this world, but not as full-time workers. In the
past, organisations were tolerant and able to nurture our
young people. The proposed legislation further
concentrates the banks and in a real sense ensures that
those pathways for young people will be lost.

The job losses of merged entities will have a deleterious
effect on our society. Already tens of thousands of
people have been displaced from work within the
financial institutions. Banks throughout Victoria have
closed their branches, without any regard to their local
communities or their work force. Banks have gone out
of their way to ensure there is pain for all within the
communities that they previously serviced. The ANZ
Bank has just announced that its policy of moving out
oflocal communities and closing branches that had
sometimes been established for more than lOO years is
no good, that it has done the wrong thing and that it
should have stopped it much earlier. In essence, it is too
late for many communities who have suffered. The
banks gave no thought to the communities or to the
local people who lost their jobs. That is a real tragedy
not only for the banks but also for the many people who
have undergone that so-called reform.
The banks urge people to undertake their banking
through electronic means, by the telephone or the
Internet The next buzz word is: do your banking
through the Internet
Hon. C. A. Furletti -

It is more than a buzz word.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is correct. The
banks are hooking people in. Honourable members will
recall the introduction of self-service petrol stations
many years ago. It was one of the great initiatives of
Australian petrol companies. They hooked people in
from the beginning. They told us that we would pay
less for petrol from a self-service petrol station. Rather
than paying 20 cents a gallon we would pay 19 cents a
gallon. Younger people would not understand what that
means, but if you wanted the extra service you had to
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pay for it. Within one to two months the petrol prices at
both self-seIVice and fully staffed petrol stations where someone came out, pumped in the petrol and
looked after your car - were the same.
That is what the banks are doing. They are hooking us
in by telling us to use Internet banking because that is
the way of the future and that is the way profits will be
increased for shareholders. Once you are hooked they
start charging fees. They make sure you pay for access
into their network, because their fees, cost structures
and profits will be affected by people using their
seIVices.
It was the same with electronic funds transfer at point

of sale. EFTPOS was the way of the future. I recall in
the mid-l 980s watching a television program about the
first trials of an EFTPOS card. It was unbelievable that
this card would replace money. You would go to a
shop, swipe the card and money would be taken out of
your bank account. People would operate with a plastic
card In the mid-1980s many of us still had cash
payments. Every Thursday we would receive our pay
packets, open them up and take our money out. When
the banks introduced EFTPOS machines a person could
go to any automatic teller machine (ATM) in the state,
either a teller machine at a branch of his or her bank or
other banks' teller machines. It did not cost anything
because the banks wanted people to change from using
bank tellers to using automatic teller machines and
electronic funds transfer. As soon as people were
hooked and using the system, the banks decided it was
getting a bit too expensive and introduced a charge for
non-client use of their ATMs. The new system was
costing them money. Later the banks also charged their
clients for using their ATMs.
People are now charged to make withdrawals from or
deposits to EFTPOS machines whereas previously that
seIVice was free. Some of the larger banks are even
charging EFTPOS fees for withdrawals at retail outlets.
Again back in the earlier part of the decade that was
unheard of. Banks were drawing people, so those
transactions were fee free.
Through its concentration of the banking sector the
legislation further allows for the lessening of
competition between institutions. At the moment a
number of the smaller institutions are maintaining their
level of service. They are continuing to look after their
customers. Whether they are the Advantage Credit
Union, other credit unions or smaller banking
institutions, they are responsive to the needs of their
customers rather than being responsive solely to
shareholder profit motives. That differentiates the credit
unions both in a craft-based sense and in a
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locality-based sense. The profits are there for their
communities. They want to ensure their communities
are strong, and they want to build their communities
into viable regions rather than just build their
institutions into profit-making milking cows for
shareholders. The Financial Sector Reform (Victoria)
Bill will lead to the problems I have mentioned.
In Rapanyup the Bendigo Bank has gone into
partnership with the community - it has put in
$250 000 and the community has put in $250 000. A
financial institution has been re-established in that
community. At least a branch of a major bank should
have remained in the town from the beginning. Anger
in small towns and some of the smaller suburbs in the
metropolitan area is high. For example, along with
finance sector union officials, I went to Yarraville last
year with the mayor of the City of Maribyrnong, Sarah
Coward, Jocelyn Scutt and a number of other local
community members protesting against the closure of
the ANZ bank branch. The community was enraged.
That facility, which was used and relied on by local
traders, was being summarily closed down. People will
be forced to take public transport or drive their cars to a
larger shopping centre such as Footscray or Altona to
perform their banking transactions. Similar situations
arise throughout Victoria without any logical basis.
With Mr John Pandazopoulos, the honourable member
for Dandenong in another place, I went to a series of
small shopping centres in Dandenong, where the
closure of the last bank branch was threatened. All the
traders in the region and local residents were up in arms
about the closure of their branch. The local community
relies on that branch. The same thing has occurred in
Ivanhoe, for instance. It is not just a matter of people
getting into a car or bus and going down the road to the
next branch. In some of instances - Ivanhoe East, for
example - it may take a small business person 35 to
40 minutes to drive to a branch in another suburb and
return. That person has to drive, park, wait in line, get
back into a car and drive back to the shop. It might
sound silly, but many small business operators find that
difficult to do. They are not linked to the Internet and
the other electronic gismos that are around at the
moment. Small retail businesses handling money have
to bank every day. As an example, to meet insurance
requirements my stepdaughter has to bank money every
day. If a local branch is closed a person may have to
travel 40 minutes every day, using up time that should
be spent on the business, and that is of concern to small
traders and communities.
Once a branch goes, once a community loses its
financial institution, a number of other things start to
happen. The butcher and the other small businesses that
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use those bank services start to go. Instead of people
going to the branc~ getting their pension or other
money and making their purchases locally, they go to
the next town or suburb to do their banking and
shopping, which is not good for local communities; it is
certainly not good for retail outlets.
Again the economic rationalists will say that is part of
living in a modern, free enterprise society - people
have the choice of getting involved in electronic
banking, finding alternative local banking arrangements
or going down the road. But in many instances traders
in the smaller country towns and shopping strips cannot
do that. They cannot move shop to Highpoint Shopping
Centre, Southland or one of the other megaplexes
because their businesses would not be viable in those
centres. Someone who owns a shop or has a long-term
lease in a country town or a particular suburb has made
a life in that place. A town like Rapanyup cannot be
picked up and shifted to a larger provincial centre. It
does not work that way.
The opposition's concern is that the legislation will
again make it easier for the larger institutions to take
their communities for granted. I am sure that is also of
concern to honourable members who represent smaller
communities that are trying to struggle and survive
against the ravages of larger institutions that make
unilateral decisions without consulting the local
community or local members of Parliament and without
any regard for the businesses or people they affect
One of the courtesies the banks - mainly the
Commonwealth Bank - extend is to send letters to
local members of Parliament to say, 'We are closing
down eight branches over the next month or six weeks'.
At least there is still some remnant of a social
conscience in the Commonwealth Bank. Ultimately
there is no way of influencing, changing or
participating in the decisions that affect the
communities that members both represent and are part
of. The effects are felt by constituents and businesses.
The opposition would have liked to have seen the report
from the Economic Development Committee, in
particular the sections on reducing service provisions
and job losses. Society will have an increasing
responsibility to deal with those issues in the future,
particularly as further fragmentation occurs.
Many of the elderly, frail, disabled or those from
non-English-speaking backgrounds find it extremely
difficult to adapt to the new electronic world Even
members of Parliament experience problems.
Whenever I want to program my video cassette
recorder the first thing I do is ask my son or daughter.
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Mine is just a basic model with everything that opens
and shuts and is supposed to make things easy.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Even worse,
Mr Nardella, is when you have to ask them to turn on
the electric switch!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is correct. Many
people do not have Internet access and have not used
automatic teller machines. They would find it hard to
use them. Many in our society are unable to afford
those services, particularly pensioners who have to
access their incomes fortnightly through banks.

As changes occur some people will adapt to them and
others will find it difficult For example, although
everyone has telephones now, they face the prospect of
having to communicate in an electronic format. Back in
about 1974 my family was excited beyond belief when
we got our first telephone - that was our entry into the
electronic world at that time. That was only 24 years
ago. Prior to that we went next door to use the
telephone or used the telephone box at the local milk
bar. Many people forget what it was like back then. We
used a radial telephone which was slow, but for us it
was magic. It is interesting to compare that with what
we have now - mobile phones, paging services,
computers with Internet connections, touch-tone
telephones, answering services, fax machines and
scanners - the whole works. The advent of mobile
phones and electronic equipment has changed our way
of communicating, just as electronics has changed the
way we bank. Much more recognition should be given
to those who could be disadvantaged by the
amalgamation of the larger banking institutions.
Although regulation is necessary, the opposition is
concerned that the bill, which in part shifts that
responsibility to the federal government, will lessen the
resistance to the breakdown of the four-pillars banking
policy with resultant effects not only on communities
but the staffing of those institutions - all for increased
profits for bank shareholders. That is why I moved the
reasoned amendment, on which the opposition will
divide.
Hon. C. A. STRONG (Higinbotham) - I have
some preliminary comments in support of the bill. I will
also deal with the rambling comments ofMr Nardella,
who ranged over a number of areas and indulged in a
bit of socialist bank bashing with the theme of the evil
capitalists changing technology. He expressed a
philosophy that suggested workers should be out there
smashing up computers the way Luddites once
smashed up looms to try to slow down modernisation.
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Mr Nardella's wish list shows a desire to turn back the
clock so that things could be the way they used to be
when he used to go down the street to use the public
phone. Before that stamps used to be a halfPenny
each - weren't they wonderful days? He thought
people were better educated then. They could be
employed printing stamps and running post offices and
postal services. The pony express was a wonderful
thing, too. It required out-stations where people had to
look after the horses, and that created employment in
the rural areas. And so on.
Unfortunately Mr Nardella's meandering, unrealistic
approach did not address the bill. His interesting
commentary revealed the mind-set of honourable
members opposite. That is a great worry to everybody
who is trying to successfully take Australia into the
next century. How would that happen under any form
of Labor government?
I also take issue with some ofMr Nardella's other
comments. In a way it will be nice to think that some
time in the future he will be sharing his wisdom with
members in the lower house. Honourable members will
be pleased that Mr Nardella will be recycling the
speeches to members of the other place.
Mr Nardella referred to the concentration of banking
and, as part of his bank bashing - I do not want to
defend the banks - he implied that the bill will bring
about greater concentration of the banking sector. The
bill does not do that. It sets in place a new prudential
regulatory system, but it will not increase the
concentration of banks. The bill will assist in the greater
protection of the community from fraud and so on and
will improve the prudential regulation of banks.

Mr Nardella spoke at some length about the four pillars
policy. I will not go into that issue now, because it does
not bear on the bill, which makes significant changes to
the regulatory framework of financial institutions. It is
an important step in bringing financial regulation and
Australian banking regulation up to date.
One of the early acts of the Howard government was to
establish the Wallis inquiry into financial institutions,
and the provisions in this bill have been developed from
the recommendations of that inquiry. Financial
institutions are undergoing significant changes. No
longer can you divide them into banks, insurance
companies, building societies, credit unions and so on.
The distinctions between the institutions are blurring.
Many insurance companies are performing banking
functions and some banks are issuing insurance-type
products. Credit unions work in many different ways,
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often similar to banks. Mr Nardella said that many
credit unions had made the transition to become banks.
The financial sector is no longer what it used to be
when we had Cobb and Co. It now works more as a
whole, so there is a need for changing the regulation of
the system. Under the old regime the federal
government had the power to regulate banks and
insurance companies, and the states were empowered to
regulate credit unions and building societies. As
financial institutions are being brought together
jurisdictional issues have to be dealt with and the
regulatory mechanism covering banks, insurance
companies and other financial institutions will no
longer be required. New regulatory mechanisms have
been put in place by the federal government, and this
bill and other bills being passed in other state
parliaments acknowledge the new situation that
commenced federally on 1 July 1998 so as to allow for
jurisdictional changes to take place from 1 July 1999.
The commonwealth established a single, national
regulatory body, the Australian Prudential Regulation
Authority on 1 July 1998. APRA has responsibility for
prudentially regulating all deposit-taking institutions.
The walls that existed between banks, insurance
companies, credit unions and so on are breaking down.
The Australian Securities Commission was renamed
the Australian Securities and Investments Commission
on 1 July 1998. As I said earlier, state governments
traditionally had regulatory control over building
societies, credit unions and friendly societies, but this
legislation transfers the oversight of those institutions to
the single national prudential regulator, APRA, either
directly or by a subcontracting arrangement. The
Victorian Financial Institutions Commission (Vicfic),
which looked after the regulation of those institutions,
is no longer required and will be wound up. The
employees ofVicfic will be transferred to the federal
jurisdiction and will work within the new federal body
from 1 June 2000. The two financial institutions that
will remain under state regulatory authority will be
trustee companies and cooperative societies. However,
for administrative simplicity and to save the duplication
of the bureaucracy, the physical regulatory and
overview work will be subcontracted to federal
agencies.
The reasoned amendment asks for the bill to be referred
to the Economic Development Committee so that the
committee can examine the issue of reduced service
provision and job losses resulting from the state and
commonwealth financial reform legislation.
Mr Nardella referred to those issues in his rambling
comments about turning back the clock because when
cloth was woven by hand in cottages more people were
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employed than when working on the looms in the
factories during the industrial revolution.
It is fair to say that consumers have seen a significant
widening of choice in financial, banking and insurance
operations in the marketplace. One has only to walk
down the main street of any suburban or city shopping
centre to notice that more shopfronts and outlets
promote and sell financial products than used to be the
case in the good old days referred to by Mr Nardella,
when consumers may have had access to perhaps three
banks.
A large number of people, whether they be advisers in
insurance companies, credit unions or whatever, are
employed in managing or promoting financial products
in the many financial outlets in the community. That
means more people have jobs. If you streamline and
bring the regulation more up to date and make it more
sensible, you will also be able to attract business from
outside Australia. You can bring into the country
people in financial sector businesses, thereby creating
more job opportunities in that sector as well as making
the system work better. That will lead to more
opportunities for people to create jobs by investing loan
moneys in their businesses.
Mr Nardella spoke about a reduction in the provision of
services. As I said earlier, anybody would understand
that that is not the case. It is difficult to understand how
the reasoned amendment can in any way be justified or
be allowed to stand in the way of regulatory changes
which have been put in place at the commonwealth
level and which all states, including Victoria, are
passing through their parliaments so that Australia's
financial system can work better and with more
certitude. With those few comments, I have pleasure in
supporting the bill and speaking against the reasoned
amendment
Bon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
support the timely reasoned amendment, which should
remind the house of the appalling situation in which the
banks have placed this state. The level of service
provided by Victorian banks has hit a hitherto unheard
oflow. For example, a headline in the Age of
2 February states 'Ex-teller tells of bank's fast-food
tactics'. The article that follows shows how appalling
bank services have become. It refers to a teller at the
Mill Park: branch of the Commonwealth Bank.
Bon. Bill Forwood - I thought you were going to
tell us about the Mill Park branch of the Labor Party.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - She is certainly
welcome to join!
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The bank is in my electorate. The article states:
After nearly 12 years as a part-time teller for the
Commonwealth Bank. Ms Hughes, 55, was sacked on the last
day of 1998 for failing to meet 'sales targets'.

What are sales targets in the banks? She was required to
ask customers if they wanted a higher credit limit or
another product from the bank. She was not considered
to be doing her job properly because she did not sell a
certain amount of the products. Consequently she was
given the sack. That is what it has come to. The
Commonwealth Bank is no better than any other bank;
they are all basically the same - interested only in
getting every last dollar from their customers in a
non-competitive environment. I will deal with that
aspect shortly.
On 17 May I received a letter from the Commonwealth
Bank.

Bon. W. A. N. Hartigan- Not a letter of demand,
I trust.
Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS - It is not a letter of
demand, but in a sense it could be said to be a letter of
demand on my constituents because it advises that the
bank demands that my constituents cease using the
Lalor Plaza branch of the Commonwealth Bank, which
will cease operations in June. I understand many
honourable members have received similar letters.
They have had Commonwealth Bank area managers
telephone and ask to visit them. As soon as you get a
telephone call from an area manager of a bank you
know what it is about - unless it is in the line of
Mr Hartigan's interjection!
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Which is generally my
first reaction.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That may be the
case if it is your own bank manager, but if an area
manager phones you know he or she wants to tell you
about another bank closure. I await the next telephone
call from an area manager to tell me about more bank
closures.

The banks have become a law unto themselves in their
charges and service delivery. I refer the house to an
article in the Australian of 5 December 1998, which
states:
The Premier, Mr JeffKennett, yesterday attacked banks after
revelations that they increased fees and charges by 22 per cent
last financial year. Mr Kennett told Parliament that the fee
increases were 'almost unconscionable' at a time of cuts in
bank staff and services.
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He was commenting on a survey by accountants KPMG that
found Australia's five biggest banks collected $10 billion -

it is worth my repeating that figure - $10 billion in fees and charges last year. Mr Kennett questioned why
banks were unable to meet service commitments ...

I agree with the Premier that the actions of the banks
are unconscionable. Banks are charging exorbitant fees.
Why has that situation been reached in Victoria and
Australia? The answer harks back to when important
changes were made to our credit legislation following a
series of inquiries, including the Wallis inquiIy referred
to earlier. Legislative changes to the national credit
legislation, templated throughout all Australian
jurisdictions, resulted from negotiations between
consumer affairs ministers from all states. Honourable
members may remember that not long ago banks could
not even charge up-front fees on their bankcards.
Hon. R. A. Best interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That may be the
case, Mr Best, but it was not a matter of choice. I am
sure the banks made up for it through other charges.
Following the changes to the credit legislation the
major banks introduced a range of charges and fees.
That legislation was passed by this place, the national
Parliament and every other state. It arose from
negotiations between the states and the commonwealth,
in particular the meetings of ministers with
responsibility for consumer affairs.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Who was the Minister
for Consumer Affairs at that time?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am glad you
asked that question, Mr Hartigan. The negotiations
commenced in a serious way back in 1991-92, when I
had taken over as Minister for Consumer Affairs. At
that time I was aware that more than 70 per cent of
credit in Australia was held in Victoria and New South
Wales. One of the first things I did was visit my
counterpart in New South Wales, the Liberal minister,
Peter Collins.
Hon. Louise Asher - An excellent man; I used to
work for him.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am not sure
whether you were working for him at the time,
Minister, but he and I had a series of meetings. Through
their ministers, Victoria and New South Wales agreed
on a package, part of which included legislation being
introduced in New South Wales. We also agreed that,
having put the package together, we would adopt a
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unified approach to the banks. After that there was a
series of meetings with representatives of the major
banks. I well remember one at Treasury Place, during
which the banks all tried what they usually try, saying,
'Yes, we're happy to have more competition. We're
happy for you to free things up so we can compete on
fees. We want the fees, but we're not really prepared to
give anything back in return'. They also tried
something else they always try - that is, to split the
ministers, who in that case were a Liberal minister from
New South Wales and a Labor minister from Victoria
I put on the record that Peter Collins stood with me
absolutely against the banks: we did not give away one
iota. Alan Cullen, who was representing the banks, was
carrying on, but we kept saying, 'We don't mind you
introducing competition, but we want competition that
allows the consumer to change the product'. For
example, if a bank decided to increase its rate to an
exorbitant level so that people had to pay 2, 3 or 4 per
cent more interest than was being charged by another
institution, we wanted to ensure that the cost of getting
out of a housing loan was not so high as to make it not
worth getting out of the contract.
Peter Collins and I fought the banks tooth and nail. We
had a meeting of the ministers responsible for consumer
affairs around Australia, at which Victoria and New
South Wales - that is, Peter Collins and I - held the
line against the banks. One of the unfortunate quirks of
history is that the final meeting to finalise the new
credit legislation was convened shortly before the
change of government in Victoria It was an extremely
complex piece oflegislation, but we reached agreement
on it. Shortly before that meeting took place, an
unhappy event occurred.
Hon. R. A. Best - The government called an
election.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - No. A similar
event happened recently, probably with consequences
that were just as unhappy! Shortly before that meeting
Peter Collins was replaced as the minister responsible
for consumer affairs by Kerry Chikarovski. She
immediately broke every agreement I had entered into
with Peter Collins. She came to the meetings and took
the New South Wales Treasury line, which was, 'Give
the banks everything and don't wony - the market
will fix it all up'. As I said, to his credit Peter Collins
had held the line against the banks and was prepared to
sign on with Victoria It was not easy, either for us or
for them.
Mention has been made of a change of position.
Although we were prepared to give some things back to
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the banks, we were not prepared to give them
everything. The position we reached was certainly
difficult for me and Peter CoIlins, which is why it was
the right position. The current Leader of the New South
Wales Opposition, who will continue in that
position-Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - She's luckier than you.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That may be. She
is heading to only one place - the backbench.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - You will be able to
give her some advice on how to handle that situation.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am happy to do
that.
Hon. R. A. Best - You are not suggesting she
changed her mind or the position of the New South
Wales govemmentjust because Peter Collins had an
opposite view, are you?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I know Mr Best
is a big fan of Keny Chikarovski, but notwithstanding
that-Hon. R. A. Best - I have never met the lady.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - She did at least as
good a job on that as she did during the recent New
South Wales election. When she became the Leader of
the New South Wales Opposition she changed all the
reasonable and appropriate agreements that Peter
CoIlins had entered into and instead presented crazy
ideas. One that absolutely stunned me was the idea she
came up with on day one or day two, when she said she
wanted to consider the Governor's contract
Hon. R. A. Best - Who was whispering in her ear?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is a very
good question. She said the coalition would have a look
at the Governor's contract. What an outrageous thing
for a Leader of the Opposition to say about a Governor.
She did not know that the Governor of New South
Wales is appointed for a set term and is not on a
contract - certainly not the sort of performance
contract she wanted to put the Governor on. She was
absolutely ridiculed for it, especially after a member of
her frontbench was heard by all the press to whisper in
her ear that the Governor is not on a contract but
appointed for a set term.

She then made an even bigger fool of herself. The
woman who now leads the New South Wales
opposition entered the banking debate, a subject about
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which she knew absolutely nothing. She had no
understanding of what we were trying to achieve.
I shall provide an example. We wanted to establish a
comparative rate to which prospective borrowers could
refer. As all honourable members know - certainly the
public knows - when one examines bank lending rates
one needs to be a computer whiz to figure out whether
one would be better off under scheme A or scheme B.
One has to run it through an econometric model before
one can figure it out. One has to factor into the equation
the fees and charges, entry fees, charges for cheques
and all those issues.
We told the banks that we understood all that but that
we were asking them to publish it. Therefore, if one
bank's rate was 5 per cent the banks should publish a
comparative rate. I am sure honourable members have
seen the advertisements that suck people in. They
advertise that housing loans attract only 4.9 per cent
interest, but on closer inquiry that may apply only to the
first three months; then it goes up to another amount
and then on to a variable rate that the bank can raise or
lower whenever it likes. Other fees and charges are also
involved, and suddenly the original 4.9 per cent is
nothing like 4.9 per cent. The publication of a
comparative rate would mean that every financial
institution would have to outline that the 4.9 per cent
applies only for the flISt year and then it goes up to
some other rate. In other words, the bank would have to
say that in truth the comparative rate was 6 per cent. If
that were the case consumers would understand that
when considering which loan to take out they would
have to compare that 6 per cent rate with the
comparative rates of other banks or institutions.
However, the whole argument was lost. I am almost
certain it was because of what happened at that time in
the New South Wales Treasury. The ultra conservatives
in the New South Wales Liberal Party certainly had a
say in moving Peter Collins from his portfolio and
appointing Kerry Chikarovski instead They damaged
every single person in Australia who now must pay
more fees and charges than they would have if Peter
CoIlins had been allowed to finalise the agreement we
had reached about credit in Australia.
I am not speaking of only a few million dollars here or
there. During the last financial year banks collected
$10 billion in fees. If some of those initial requirements
had been in place and the banks were only able to get
away with fees of only $6 billion or $7 billion they
would still be highly profitable organisations and the
people of Victoria and Australia would save huge
amounts in fees and charges and not be at their mercy.
The banks want to concentrate ownership even further.
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They want to further reduce the very limited amount of
competition that currently exists. They want to put
everyone at the mercy of the massive financial
institutions even more than they are now.
Peter Collins was disappointed that we were not able to
finalise the arrangements we had entered into. On
reflection, I think the damage done to the Liberal Party
by making Kerry Chikarovski Leader of the Opposition
was nothing compared with the damage she did by
refusing to agree to a set of arrangements her
predecessor had agreed to about bank credit fees and
charges back in 1991-92.
It is a battle ground out there. Community groups are
battling to stop bank closures. Some honourable
members have seen the proposals in the newspapers.
The Age of 23 March 1999 outlined a proposal for a
bank withdrawal code or a code of conduct about bank
closures. That is the kind of rearguard action the
community and consumers have been forced into
because of the changes that have taken place in credit
legislation over the past 10 years. The government
cannot escape responsibility for the fact that the credit
legislation that was eventually adopted bore virtually no
resemblance to the credit legislation that was agreed to
by me, as the then Minister for Consumer Affairs, and
Peter CoIlins, an excellent Minister for Consumer
Affairs in the New South Wales Liberal government at
that time.
We carefully thought through the changes. Although
we wanted the best deal for consumers, we also thought
through the politics of it. Peter CoIlins could not get a
bill through the New South Wales upper house because
his party did not control it. In Victoria the then Kirner
government was in the same situation. Imagine the
dismay and concern of the banks when they realised
that maybe we could get the legislation through. It
would have been difficult for the Victorian Liberal
Party to vote against a piece of legislation that had been
agreed to by its New South Wales counterparts. The
banks put an enormous amount of effort into stopping
that initiative. Although I am not conspiratorial about
those things - -

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - You're a natural
conspirator.
Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS - I am not
conspiratorial. There was an unhappy set of
coincidences. We were very close to agreement and
finalisation. Suddenly a lot of pressure was exerted in
New South Wales and the Minister for Consumer
Affairs was replaced by an absolute dud, Kerry
Chikarovski, who not only had no idea what was at
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stake with the legislation but also lacked the intellectual
capability to deal with the issues at hand.
It is important to consider some of the historical
opportunities that were lost as a result of those changes.
The Victorian and Australian communities will be
paying a very high price in additional fees and charges
for a long time because of the failure to have the
original legislation passed in the way that had been
agreed to between New South Wales and Victoria.
I strongly support the reasoned amendment. It gives the
house an opportunity to say no to the banks and to tell
them we will not continue to do their bidding until they
get their act together. We want to see better services,
fewer fees and lower rates than currently exist. Nobody
should be fooled by the low interest rates that we now
have. Mr Hartigan would certainly understand that the
effective rate is higher than it has ever been historically
when one allows for inflationary factors. The banks are
making more profits than ever. The effective rate in
Australia is much higher than it is in the United States,
which means that not only do we pay more $10 billion in fees - but we also pay higher effective
interest rates than other comparable Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development countries.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - I was
interested to hear both opposition speakers:
Mr Nardella's wanderings through his own personal
experience with technology; and Mr Theophanous's
panegyric and self-testimony to a brilliant and gifted
comprehension that did not appear to be fully
recognised by the electors in 1992, and even less
realised by his Labor Party colleagues in recent times. It
is a great pity, Mr Theophanous, because you have
done a good job with your contribution.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - All fans of conspiracy.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I do not think there
is any argument about conspiracy in the Labor Party;
that is how it operates! What interests me is that there
are more factions in the Labor Party than members,
which leaves room for Mr Theophanous to make
another move.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Have we got the Kroger
faction?
Hon. W. A.. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Nardella should
be very careful. He may well have the Kroger faction.
The Labor Party has every other faction so I do not
know why Mr Kroger should not have a go!
Hon. D. A. Nardella- We will have him!
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I think Mr Kroger
may be a little too strong for you.

organisations covered by the bill set out to provide
services that were unavailable from the banks.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Mr Hartigan, are you
in the Kroger faction?

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Historically, a number of
the banks in the last century - -

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Theophanous,
if anything should be obvious to you by now it is that I
am perfectly happy to be in a faction of my own.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I am aware that
housing cooperatives had a long history extending
outside the banking system. The point I am making is
that with respect to the federal constitution the banks
were not seen as participants in some of those areas.
Since then the Keating Labor government unpegged the
exchange rate, which for obvious reasons had a
significant impact on banking practices. One could no
longer operate on the basis of controlling both the
exchange and interest rates through the statutory
reserve deposit scheme. I suspect Paul Keating did that
for reasons of good common sense: that if Australia
wished to participate in the global economy it had to
take both the risks and opportunities inherent in that.
The former Prime Minister unpegged the exchange rate
and substantially deregulated the banking system.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - So you and I are the
same!
Honourable members interjecting.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order!
Honourable members should debate the bill.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Deputy
President, I ask Mr Theophanous to withdraw that
offensive remark. I would like to refer to the bill but I
trust you will give me some latitude in addressing what
your predecessor accepted on the bill from Mr Nardella
and Mr Theophanous, if it was on the bill.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On the reasoned
amendment.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - If it was on the
reasoned amendment it was extremely tenuous. I will
deal with the bill fIrst and then voice my opposition to
the reasoned amendment.

The Wallis inquiry is the foundation or genesis of this
change, which I remind honourable members has been
accepted by the federal government and all state
governments regardless of their political persuasions. It
is understood that the legislation by and large is one of
the things that a sound and effective federation should
permit.
If we have to refer to history, I am sure we would learn
that the constitution applied very narrow constraints on
the banking system. In fact, it so constrained the
banking system through limitations on statutory reserve
deposits and the issuing of money and interest rates that
it created the structure for a large number of what I will
call para-financial institutions such as finance
companies. It also encouraged many other institutions,
as has been mentioned in the debate, to get into the
business because the banks were so constrained in the
level of activities in which they could be involved.
More importantly, to be fair, the founding fathers did
not have any great appreciation of things such as
finance companies; they were not a consideration at the
time. It was in that environment that many of the

The community is now recognising a change in
technology. Many rationales for local organisations
have now disappeared because of better communication
systems. One does not really have to be in the town to
have access to a lot of the activities and services that are
available.
The responsibility for the regulation of finance
institutions, whether they be state or federal, is
uncertain. Honourable members opposite would well
remember the argument with the federal Keating
government about who had responsibility for the
prudential supervision of Pyramid At least one
honourable member opposite may recall who had
responsibility for the prudential performance of the
State Bank's merchant bank arm. The answer probably
was, 'Somebody did but we cannot identify it. In any
case it was not me'. There is a recognition of - Hon. D. A. NardeDa - The Tricontinental royal
commission worked that out.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - The royal
commission did examine that. However, I am making
the point that it was all very well after the event to reach
some conclusions about what was wrong and what
should have been done. The prudential regulatory
system at that stage was dispersed and lacked a
certainty of absolute responsibility.

The bill recognises two things: a change in the
technology and a whole raft of other regimes such as
unfettering the exchange rate: and the removal of the
statutory reserve deposit method of controlling the
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volume and cost of money. The Reserve Bank is
responsible for inflation and interest rates. That is not a
radical move, it is in line with modern practice overseas
and reflects, I suspect, the electronic age. There is no
question about it This is the follow-on that says all the
fringe or para-financial institutions need to be brought
under a regime that recognises technological advances,
globalised markets, and the need for a consistent
prudential regime.

In addition, in some ways a lack of regulation of those
institutions has put them at a disadvantage in terms of
operating costs and the range of activities offered when
compared with banks, which in some cases are given an
artificial advantage based on regulation.
I remind honourable members opposite that
complementary legislation has been agreed to by all
state and federal governments; it is not opposed by
oppositions of any persuasion, whether Labor or
coalition. The bill establishes a single national
prudential regulator, the Australian Prudential
Regulation Authority. It has responsibility for
regulating all deposit-taking institutions. The need for
the legislation has arisen as a consequence not of a
theoretical observation but a failure of the private
system. The bill recognises and values the diversity of
financial institutions.
From my viewpomt this arrangement has been late in
implementation. I am pleased to see it put in place as it
will give depositors some confidence that rules and
regulations will apply to institutions regarding securing
their money and that there is a body with specific
responsibility for overseeing prudential activity. The
bill will lead to a sounder, lower cost financial system.
I remind honourable members opposite that one of the
characteristics of the Pyramid system was that it offered
interest rates substantially higher than those of other
banks and institutions. There is a general rule that the
risk is directly proportionate to the interest rate, yet
large numbers of people were sucked into the system. If
a proper prudential system had been in place at that
time it would immediately have identified the existence
of premium interest rates as a reflection of the level of
risk, but not even that happened. I remind honourable
members that in the case ofTricontinental there was a
similar lack of provisions or regulations put in place by
the State Bank or anybody else, which led to the
problems that arose. Other institutions not part of the
State Bank had equal or worse problems. They also
suffered from the lack of a clear responsibility for
prudential management.
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I remind the honourable member opposite that the first
merger of banking systems in this state was undertaken
by the Kimer government, which merged the State
Bank with the Commonwealth Bank, claiming in the
press of the day to have secured the existence of those
branches and the continuation of employment when it
was clear the major value to the Commonwealth Bank
of the State Bank was customer lists and little else.
Notwithstanding the Kimer government's claim that it
had secured the continuation of branches and
employment, clearly it had not.
So far as the reasoned amendment is concerned, both
Mr Nardella and Mr Theopharious spent almost all their
time talking about inequities arising in the case of
trading banks in Australia and the four pillars. It is clear
that everybody who has a policy interest in trading
banks would wish to encourage an environment in
which there was more rather than less competition.
Indeed the federal Treasurer has made it clear he has no
intention of changing the four-pillar policy, at least until
he can see a more competitive environment coming
into existence. Honourable members may argue about
whether that is likely to happen, but it is clear the banks
do not believe they will be able to further amalgamate,
at least in the trading bank area.
It is also true the trading banks have acted unwisely
regarding customer service. On the one hand, reforms
had to be made where there were half a dozen bank
branches in the one small town; on the other hand, in
their rush to take advantage from their perspective of
the new electronic media, trading banks have alienated
many customers. I know some banks have lost many
customers, which is exactly what should happen. Some
will find that in the effort to rationalise operations and
reduce operating costs, they may also have substantially
reduced operating revenue - and that is exactly how
the market should work.
The Bendigo Bank has shown more flexibility, skill and
speed and has advanced its cause in a way that I suspect
it would not have believed possible when it was a
building society. The major trading banks have opened
the door to Bendigo Bank and similar institutionssmall, flexible and fast banks that have taken advantage
of a situation and established an unparalleled reputation
with their new customers compared to the reputation of
the old trading banks.
Hon. R. A. Best - They are seen as user friendly.
Hon. W. A. N. BARTIGAN - Not only user
friendly but concerned about customers and prepared to
go that extra length for business. In no other business is
it more important to maintain good customer relations.
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The hardest thing to do is get a new customer, and the
easiest thing to do is keep an old one. Trading banks
will learn there are not only opportunities but also risks.
Unless the trading banks reform their practices they will
find their revenues fall faster than their costs.
With respect to the transactions that will enable many
para-financial institutions to operate across state
boundaries and reconfigure themselves to compete
actively against the banks, it is possible there will be
some restructuring of the industry. I have no doubt
about that. If the consequence is to introduce a great
deal more rather than less competition into the
Australian financial system, I am all in favour of that
change - it is at least as likely as not. Frankly, if the
major trading banks are to attempt to take over those
organisations, they will have to go to the trade practices
authorities and face up to the federal government's
view on whether that is possible. The trading banks
have many challenges ahead of them if they want to
place the control of the country's finances into fewer
and fewer hands.
The legislation will strengthen non-bank financial
institutions and enable them to become involved in
trading bank activities and take deposits, perhaps
applying the results in a narrower field of endeavour.
They could be customer specific in the services they
offer. The legislation is a good move towards
addressing what many people see as the overwhelming
power of the trading banks.
I understand the Victorian opposition is concerned
about any advancements in the efficiency of the
financial system bringing lower costs and a better range
of services but also requiring a restructuring of the work
force. I am aware that, with the introduction of more
effective electronic systems, there have been substantial
reductions in clerical work forces in areas largely
responsible for the manual preparation of financial data
and manual collection of records. I cannot believe the
opposition is suggesting we should go back to earlier
times.
It may swprise you, Mr Deputy President, that I am old
enough to remember when the most effective method
of duplicating material was by the use of carbon paper.
I remember when all accounting was done on manual
machines by comptometrists. I remember having to be
in the good books with the senior comptometrist if you
wanted your work handled that week. I remember when
there were armies of people engaged in low
value-added manual work.

Those days have long gone, and I do not believe the
opposition is suggesting they return. We should not put

a stop to the technological advances and improved
operational efficiencies that give Australians better
services at lower cost.
I understand that with an election around the corner
members of the opposition will be interested in
securing the support of the financial sector of the trade
union movement. I hope the amendment, which has
little relevance to the issue, does the job for them. On
the other hand, if anybody thinks the reasoned
amendment is either reasoned or relevant one would
have to wonder about that support. The reasoned
amendment has little relevance to the bill. It is designed
to give a political colour to the position the opposition
has taken. I support the bill and oppose the reasoned
amendment.
House divided on omission (members in favour vote no):
Ayes, 31
Asher,Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr (Tel/er)
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr

Hallarn, Mr

Hartigan, Mr (Teller)
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs

Bishop,Mr
Boordrnan, Mr

Powell,~

Ross, Or
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney, Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs

Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R.
de Fegely, Mr
FOIWood,Mr
Furletti, Mr

Wells, Or
Wilding,~

Noes, 9
Gould, Miss

Power, Mr
Pullen, Mr

Hogg,~

McLean,Mrs
NardelIa, Mr (Tel/er)
Nguyen, Mr (Teller)

Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank those who contnbuted to the debate. I thank the
Honourables Don Nardella and Theo Theophanous for
their particularly enjoyable speeches. It is probably the
only speech ofMr Theophanous that I can say I have
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ever enjoyed, and I have been in Parliament since 1992!
It was a great contribution.
I also thank the Honourables Chris Strong and Bill
Hartigan for their contributions, which were somewhat
more focused on the bill.
Motion agreed to.

Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

GUARDIANSIDP AND ADMINISTRATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 25 May; motion of
Hon. LOUISE ASIlER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North)The opposition does not oppose this important bill
which is a response to a long consultation and
participatory process within the community. The
government should adopt that process as an example of
the way legislation should be developed, but I am sure
it will not do that. All the parties and groups involved in
the consultation process have agreed to the eventual
outcome and provisions of the bill.
The Guardianship and Administration (Amendment)
Bill enables a person to appoint an enduring guardian; it
provides for a comprehensive scheme to deal with
disabled persons; and it provides for the registration in
Victoria of interstate guardianship and administration
orders. The registration in Victoria of those
guardianship orders is a logical move because orders
given in one state should be recognised throughout
Australia and acted upon in order to benefit the person
for whom they are made.
The appointment of an enduring guardian is an
important provision. The bill enables a competent
person to appoint an enduring guardian to make
decisions on his or her behalf if that person later
becomes incompetent or disabled. The provisions
complement provisions in the Medical Treatment Act
which enable a person to appoint an enduring power of
attorney (medical treatment).
People may be required to appoint a guardian to look
after their needs because of a medical illness or a
degenerative disease. One of my dear friends
unfortunately has a form of Alzheimer's disease.
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Murray is now 40 years of age and I was the best man
at his wedding. One does not notice any great changes
in his appearance or personality until one spends some
time with him. The old Murray was a bubbly person,
but now he repeats himself He is no longer working
full time and he helps older people at an aged care
centre and plays the guitar at an old persons home. He
often recounts the story of when he travelled to
England Unfortunately, Murray is changing and I have
no doubt within a period he will benefit from the
appointment of an enduring guardian. It is difficult to
appreciate what he and his family are going through. I
have known him since 1970 and I know that he will
have need of the provisions in this legislation sooner
rather than later. Murray's enduring guardian will
probably be his wife, but many people in society
require this type of assistance.
I commend the government for undertaking the
consultative process and implementing the provisions
set out in the legislation. I hope people will seriously
consider the use of the enduring guardian provision that
allows others to make decisions for them, because it
places considerable power and responsibility on the
enduring guardian. The legislation sets out the
responsibilities and powers of the enduring guardian
and includes a number of safeguards relating to the
execution and operation of an enduring guardianship.
They are worthy provisions. The bill provides for a
person over the age of 18 years with a disability who is
incapable of giving consent to the carrying out of
medical treatment No consent is required for
emergency medical treatment to be performed by a
medical practitioner. Medical treatment can occur
where the failure to treat may result in death or
significant damage to that person.
Under common law medical practitioners and others
responsible for treating people are protected. The bill
codifies common law and legalises what are, in
essence, existing practices. When a person whose life is
in danger is not able to consent to a medical procedure,
protection should be afforded to the medical personnel
involved - nurses, doctors and others - in their
provision of health procedures to protect that person's
life.
The bill also deals with special procedures that are not
classified as emergency procedures but require the
consent of the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal (YCAT) before they can be performed. An
example is the termination of the life of an unborn baby
of an intellectually disabled person. That aspect of the
bill has caused much debate within society and in the
political parties represented in this house. The
legislation strikes the correct balance.
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The issues involved in administering special procedures
are sometimes difficult to understand Community
debate has been about how a person's rights are
properly protected and maintained In the future the
VCAr will probably act as the independent body that
will obtain expert advice before deciding certain cases.
The tribunal will assist in deciding whether special
procedures should be carried out
The community and political debate has also been
about such issues as sterilisation. A number of people
within my party and in the wider community are most
concerned about such decisions being made about
disabled people without an initial reference to an
independent body that could be involved in any
decision-making. I understand the bill will make the
VCAr a reference point for people in the first instance
to take advice to ensure that whatever procedures are
considered necessary are applied properly.
Debate has centred on the primary purpose of the bill,
which is the wellbeing of people. The opposition
accepts the bill because the VCAr will decide about the
wellbeing of people who cannot decide for themselves.
The tribunal will find it difficult to decide about
procedures affecting the bodies and lives of patients.
Decisions made by guardians or families - or, in
certain circumstances, the person the subject of
treatment - will not be easily taken. I commend the
government for dealing carefully and thoughtfully with
this important issue after it had taken on board the
comments and concerns of practitioners and other
health professionals who work with disabled persons.
The third aspect of the bill is the reference to 'other
treatment'. The bill provides that all other medical
treatments can be provided with the consent of a
responsible person, which may include a guardian, the
Public Advocate or other persons listed in the
legislation. If consent cannot be obtained, the doctor
may perform the treatment after giving notice to the
Public Advocate detailing why the procedure was
necessary. The Public Advocate or the person
responsible can apply to the VCAT to oppose such a
procedure.
Community debate has focused on that aspect of the
bill. Many people are concerned that if consent cannot
be obtained, a medical practitioner can decide to apply
treatment or perform a procedure without initial
reference to a guardian. If first notified, the guardian
could oppose the procedure at the VCAr. Some
members of the opposition believe the legislation
should be written the other way around - that is, that
the guardian in many instances should not need to apply
to the VCAr to stop a procedure but should be part of
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the decision-making process from its beginning.
However, on the balance of probabilities that aspect of
the bill provides the necessary checks and balances. It
puts responsibility on medical practitioners because the
legislation will stipulate that they carefully consider
their actions. The bill takes all community concerns
into account.
Major and genuine concern has been expressed in the
other house and in the wider community about
experimental procedures that might be carried out on
disabled persons. The worry is that the legislation might
be abused unless appropriate checks and balances are in
place and society treats disabled people with dignity
and as having human rights. There is no reason why the
human rights of an individual should be disregarded
just because he or she is disabled or is not able to give
consent, especially when experimental procedures are
being considered The opposition is concerned that
those in authority might undertake experimental
procedures to the detriment of the persons involved. As
I said, that concern is genuine.
Any procedures that are undertaken by doctors or
institutions or approved by the VCAT - whether the
person undergoes them voluntarily or involuntarily must be monitored by Parliament We must be the
ultimate guardians of peoples' human rights, regardless
of whether people are conscious of what is happening
to them. We must make decisions that benefit those
people and maintain their rights as members of a
civilised society. Unless we undertake that monitoring
role we will fail not only individuals but ourselves as a
society.
If in the future there are problems with human rights
being abused, decisions being taken for the wrong
reasons or experiments being undertaken that are
unreasonable or detrimental to people's health, it is
incumbent on us as the ultimate guardians of peoples'
rights not only to amend the legislation to ensure that its
spirit is adhered to but also to take appropriate action
against those who are abusing other members of our
society.
I am sure honourable members on both sides of the
house share my conviction that it is imperative that we
assume that responsibility. We have a special
responsibility for people who are not able to make
decisions for themselves - that is, people whose
circumstances in their families or the general
community have changed or who were born with
disabilities or have illnesses that have progressed to the
point where they are unable to make decisions for
themselves. We must ensure that those people are
treated with respect and dignity, regardless of their
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disabilities. The bill adds to the legislative framework
that is part of a caring and civilised society. By passing
the guardianship and administration legislation
Parliament has played its part in protecting the rights of
disabled people.

The reciprocal registration of interstate orders through
the VCAT has been a long time in coming. In this day
and age of population mobility and global shrinkage
that step is very much overdue and is welcomed by the
community.

As I have said, whenever it has been warranted I have
given the Kennett government credit for undertaking
the appropriate consultative process. In this instance,
the government has introduced a good measure. I
reiterate that it is the responsibility of all members of
Parliament to ensure that its provisions are administered
correctly. If problems arise with the legislation or if
people who cannot stand up for themselves are abused,
we need to act immediately to ensure that the problems
are rectified at the earliest possible opportunity. On that
basis the opposition does not oppose the bill.

Another significant change is the ability of a person,
while still competent, to appoint an enduring guardian.
At the moment, agency is granted by way of a power of
attorney.

Hon. C. A. FURLETII (Templestowe) - It is not
every day that I can speak in support of a bill of this
nature. I thank the Honourable Don Nardella for his
unqualified support of the measure; I agree almost
entirely with his comments regarding the Guardianship
and Administration (Amendment) Bill. That support
and resounding endorsement from the opposition
indicates that this is a very good piece of legislation.
As indicated by the Honourable Don Nardella the bill
has had a lengthy gestation period. It was first tabled in
the spring session of 1997 and was withdrawn when
Parliament was prorogued. As a result of it having been
tabled it was the subject of a very lengthy process of
consultation and redrafting, particularly the provisions
referring to consent to medical treatment. That model
was addressed on a number of occasions and it
engendered a great deal of debate.
The bill before the house today presents a
well-balanced and appropriate approach to a very
difficult issue with finding the balance between a
number of conflicting interests. The difficulty with
current law relating to guardianship and administration
is the void that exists where a guardian has not been
appointed and a person is unable to consent to medical
treatment. The question arises of who, and in what
circumstances, is to provide the consent necessary
when a non-represented person is to receive treatment
The family and carers of the disabled person obviously
have some serious concerns about their ability to make
that decision. Clearly, health practitioners, doctors,
dentists and so on have grave concerns about
performing procedures without consent Hospitals and
other medical facilities experience some difficulty as do
aged care facilities and institutions. The bill goes some
way in clarifying those concerns and will eliminate
many of the current anomalies.

I now come to the history of the bill and distinguish
some of the areas it addresses in terms of every day life.
The Guardianship and Administration Act provides for
the creation of the role of an agent or an appointed
person acting on behalf of the principal because it is
under the umbrella of agency law under which the
legislation falls.
The Guardianship and Administration Act allows for
the appointment of a guardian or administrator or both.
The roles are quite distinct. Guardian has a particular
meaning. Under the act, the powers of a guardian are
outlined in section 24, and a plenary guardian takes on
the role of a parent to a child and has responsibility for
issues such as where and with whom a person will live,
employment and decision making. An administrator
plays more the role of an agent who attends to the
estate, assets, business and so on of a person who is
incapable of doing it himself or herself.
With the availability of the powers of attorney, a raft of
documents can be used ranging from the general power
of attorney to an enduring power of attorney, which
allows the agent to continue notwithstanding that
person may become incapacitated. I shall refer to the
enduring power of attorney established under the
Instruments Act 1958, which allows an attorney to do
all those things that the grantor of the power can do.
However, section 117(5) specifically provides that the
attorney is not authorised to make any decisions with
respect to the medical treatment of the grantor of that
power.
It was subsequently seen that a special power of
attorney was needed to enable a person to allow another
to appoint an agent to make decisions for that person in
respect of medical treatment, and so the 1988 Medical
Treatment Act was enacted. That act provides for what
is called an enduring power of attorney (medical
treatment), which specifically provides for an agent to
make decisions about medical treatment on behalf of
the grantor. It is a very specific power.
The act clarifies the law relating to the right of patients
to refuse medical treatment, establishes a procedure for
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clearly indicating a decision to refuse medical treatment
and enables an agent to make decisions about medical
treatment on behalf of an incompetent person.
Those provisions were thought to have gone a long way
towards satisfying the problem, but unfortunately that is
not so, and that is why the bill is before the house
today. The bill principally relates to consent to medical
treatment of people who are incapable of giving
consent and it facilitates procedures and clarifies what
must be done to ensure that the needs referred to earlier
are satisfied and clarified
The existing Guardianship and Administration Act
contains provisions for major medical procedures to be
carried out on what are currently called represented
persons. At the moment the performance of a major
medical procedure requires the consent of the VCAT
and of the guardian of the represented person. The
provisions with respect to major medical procedures,
which are not specifically defined in the Guardianship
and Administration Act, are stated in guidelines
established and pronounced by the VCAT. Those
guidelines have been incorporated in the bill and are
detailed in the definitions in clause 4. They include
those procedures which the Honourable Don Nardella
identified - namely, sterilisation, medical research,
termination of pregnancy, removal of tissue for
transplantation and any other prescribed procedures.
I take up the concerns expressed by the Honourable
Don Nardella. I accept that they are genuine because
they are concerns that I too experience. However, I will
clarify the terminology used by the Honourable Don
Nardella when he talked of experimental treatments on
people who were disabled That terminology carries
with it some invalid innuendo. The terminology used in
the bill is for the purposes of medical research, which is
somewhat different.
The purpose of the bill is to allow the Victorian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) to agree to
special procedures being carried out on individuals who
are unable to consent but who could benefit from this
type of treatment - for example, if some research is in
train that involves a particular procedure that may
improve a person's health, wellbeing or way of life in
conjunction with other procedures, although the first
procedure is not necessarily yet established as being
100 per cent appropriate. If the rest of the community
has the option of taking that course, the VCAT is able
to consent to the disabled person having the same
benefit and the same option as the rest of the
community. I do not read anything hidden in that
ability. I am more than happy, as is the Honourable
Don Nardella, to have the VCAT listen to the experts,
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take whatever advice it needs, and make the appropriate
consents.
The medical profession has expressed concern about
the involvement of its members in emergency
procedures where consent is not readily available. I am
pleased that emergency treatment is defined in the
legislation as providing treatment when a patient's life
is in danger, or where serious damage to a patient's
health could follow from not taking particular action.
The Honourable Don Nardella did not mention the
situation where it is appropriate to provide treatment to
prevent ongoing suffering of significant pain or distress.
In those situations any consent should be waived if, in
the opinion of a practitioner, it is appropriate to do so.
Notwithstanding some cynicism in the community
today, I have great respect for and trust in most health
practitioners who are dedicated and concerned
particularly about the issues we are discussing.
The provisions of the bill covering other treatment
require some debate. When I considered the first draft I
was a little concerned that medical practitioners could
seek out the responsible person and, if they failed to
locate him or her, could proceed reasonably
expeditiously to provide the treatment I have noted the
concerns expressed by the Honourable Don Nardella
about that procedure. I admit that I had similar
concerns. I asked the same question that he did: 'Why
not reverse the onus in this situation?'. Again I came
down on the side of the bill for similar reasons to those
of the honourable member and to those I expressed
earlier.
It is easy to look for things behind curtains and under
beds when they do not exist. The majority of medical
practitioners would view the required notice as a fairly
indicative decision on their part that the disabled person
required the proposed treatment. It reverses the onus so
that the carer or the responsible person, or some other
party who has an interest in the patient, needs to make
the decision to determine whether the doctor is acting in
the best interests of the patient. If the guardian cannot
make the decision he or she has the right to apply to the
VCAT. To a certain extent it takes out of the hands of
the responsible person or the carer the onerous
obligation of deciding what to do. The VCAT can make
a decision in appropriate circumstances. I expect the
tribunal will hear such cases expeditiously and
summarily, because clearly decisions about medical
treatment should not be delayed
I had some experience in my earlier life as a legal
practitioner with guardianship situations. One that
comes to mind involved a lady who befriended an
elderly woman. They became the best of friends. They
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bought a house together close to my client's house so
they could be nearby. The elderly lady lived in the flat
for many years until she became frail and incapable of
living there. It was an association that went on for
almost 30 years. My client held power of attorney for
the elderly lady. After some years due to the dementia
and illness of the elderly lady my client arranged for her
friend to be cared for in a nursing home.
After many years of lack of contact, one of the
daughters of the elderly lady made application to the
Guardianship and Administration Board for
guardianship. She had not seen her mother for years.
Her mother had expressed an enormous amount of pain
and anguish because of the lack of contact from her
daughter. However, in the final days of this aged lady's
life the daughter reappeared. So it was that the
application came before the Guardianship and
Administration Board One thing that remains strong in
my mind is that even though that aged lady was very
close to being incapable of making decisions, when
asked by the chairman of the board, almost as a passing
comment, who she would like to have looking after her,
she said, 'Well, of course my dear old friend who has
looked after me for so many years'. Her desire was
granted, and that was a very good result. I commend the
bill to the house and thank: the opposition for its
support.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I am of the
opinion that the second reading of the bill requires to be
passed by an absolute majority of the members of the
Legislative Council. In order that I can ascertain
whether the appropriate number is attained, I direct the
Clerk to ring the bells.
BeDs rung.
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I thank the Honourables Don Nardella and Carlo
Furletti for their contnbutions.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
honourable members supporting the motion to stand in
their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Sitting suspended 1.01 p.m. until 2.07 p.m.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
1999/2000) BILL

Second reading
Debate resumed from 25 May; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Bon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - The
opposition does not oppose the Appropriation
(parliament 1999/2000) Bill. On reading the 1997-98
annual report of the Department of the Legislative
Council I noted mention of the number of questions on
notice that had been placed before the house over the
years. The number had increased substantially from
previous years. The opposition regards questions on
notice as an important component of the tools it uses to
get information regarding the activities of the
government. I presume oppositions of various
persuasions over the years have used that tool.

Members having assembled in chamber:

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! So that I
can ascertain that the required majority has been
attained, I ask honourable members supporting the
motion to rise in their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.

Third reading
Bon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

The opposition has used questions on notice primarily
to ascertain that the government, since the 1996 state
election, has spent over $157699559 on
advertising - -

Bon. R. M. BaDam - What was the figure?
Bon. M. M. GOULD - Some $157699 559 of
taxpayers' funds have been spent on advertising and
public relations.
Bon. R. M. Hallam - Since when?
Hon. M. M. GOULD - Since the 1996 election.
Primarily that figure is based on information obtained
through questions on notice. In preparing its questions
on notice, for the ease of the opposition, Parliament and
government, the opposition asked the government in a
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broad-ranging survey of each minister and his or her
portfolios to advise it of the total advertising budget for
the respective departments.
For example, in question on notice no. 816 the
opposition requested that the Premier provide details of
advertising campaigns in his portfolios. The question
asked about the purpose and total cost of each
campaign and the total budget for the 1995-96 and
1996-97 financial years as they applied to each
department and agency under his authority.
The response received from the Premier was similar to
the responses received from other ministers to whom
similar requests have been directed. They replied that
the question was too broad to embrace advertising for a
range of different purposes across the portfolios and
that the time and resources required to fully reply to the
question could not be justified.
The opposition took those responses on board and
defined the question on notice more specifically to
avoid similar responses in the future. Question on
notice no. 1271 asked how much money had been spent
on the Victoria on the Move campaign.
A Government Member - What date was
this? 1971?

Bon. M. M. GOULD - It was January 1997. The
Premier gave a comprehensive answer. He said the
printing cost was about $3785, that $835 was used for
film and that 20 000 copies had been published.
Bon. R. M. HaIlam - What is your problem?
Bon. M. M. GOULD - Initially the government
said that the questions on notice were too broad. The
opposition narrowed down the questions and the
Premier gave a comprehensive response detailing the
printers, the amounts, the work done internally and
advised that quotes had been sought in line with
Treasury regulations. The opposition acknowledges that
the government cannot accept broad questions on
notice but will accept specific ones. However, that
means more work for the parliamentary papers office. It
means more work for the government in responding to
those answers - not that the government would be
worried about that - and more work from the
opposition.

A government member interjected.
Hon. M. M. GOULD - The opposition asked
specific questions to inform the public of Victoria how
much the government had spent on its advertising
campaigns during its term in office.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - On a point of order,
Mr President, I stand in part to relieve the blood
pressure of the member opposite. I remind you that the
house is debating the Appropriation (parliament
1999/2000) Bill. Government members have been very
accommodating. Miss Gould has been permitted to
speak repeatedly about questions on notice. I invite you,
Mr President, to rule that if she has an issue of
substance she has plenty of opportunity to raise it
within the parliamentary process. However, to raise the
subject during the currency of a debate constrained to
the parliamentary appropriation bill is outside the rules
of the house. I invite you to rule accordingly.
Bon. M. M. GOULD - On the point of order,
Mr President, I referred to questions on notice because
they are mentioned in the annual report of the
Department of the Legislative Council, which seeks
funds to allow it to operate. I believe the subject falls
well within the scope of the debate.
Hon. K. M. Smith - On the point of order,
Mr President, the house is debating the parliamentary
appropriation. The subject raised by the Leader of the
Opposition relates to departments of the government
and not to Parliament I ask that you, Sir, bring her back
to debating the appropriation for Parliament and not
matters concerning government departments.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - On the point of order,
Mr President, the procedure for placing questions on
notice is reported in the annual report of the
department. It is a process of Parliament, not of outside
departments. It was put in place to enable members to
obtain information. It is therefore relevant to raise the
subject in debate on the parliamentary appropriation
bill.
Hon. Bill Forwood - On the point of order,
Mr President, despite what Mr Nardella argues, the
import of the comments of the Leader of the Opposition
concerns the behaviour of government departments
when answering questions. Sbe has talked at some
length about the Premier's department

Hon. M. M. GOULD - As an example.
Hon. Bill Forwood - As she rightly states! Her
own words condemn ber. This issue should not be
raised in a debate on parliamentary appropriation.

Bon. T. C. Theophanous - On the point of order,
Mr President, I refer you to the standing orders the
house adopted in 1993 in respect of ministers
answering questions on notice. I refer to the standing
orders of the Parliament.
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The PRESIDENT - Order! Can you please quote
the relevant standing order.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - It is standing order
71AA, which deals with the appropriate answering of
questions on notice. It is clearly a matter with which
Parliament is very closely involved, and the subject is
therefore appropriate to the debate. I also remind you,
Mr President, that guidelines as to how ministers should
answer questions on notice were issued on the same
date as an adjunct to the standing order. It represented
an attempt by Parliament to bring ministers of the
Crown to account. The fact that the ministers represent
departments and that the questions on notice are related
to government business does not mean it is
inappropriate for Parliament to debate the subject in this
debate. The government should not treat standing
orders of this Parliament with contempt. The subject is
certainly relevant, given the amount of money
appropriated for running the house.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Further on the point of
order, Mr President, if the house were to adhere to the
logic ofMr Theophanous, the rebuttal is in the notice of
motion given to the chamber this very day by the
Leader of the Opposition. We already have notice that
the issue is to be treated by way of substantive debate.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - But you refused it!
Hon. Pat Power - You prevented it from being
debated.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Again the honourable
member is straying outside the subject matter before the
house. lbis is a debate upon the appropriation for
Parliament, not upon procedures, particularly in respect
ofgovernmentdepanrnents.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The Minister for
Finance has raised an interesting issue. The question is
whether the operations of the Parliament for which the
Appropriation (parliament 1999/2000) Bill provides
money can be divorced from th~ outcomes - in this
case answers to questions on notice in a particular form.
I cannot divorce the two. Although I believe there are
better vehicles that the Leader of the Opposition could
use to raise the issues, I cannot rule her out of order.

One of the operations of Parliament is to produce
information for the public, for the opposition or for
members of Parliament. It would be difficult to say that
the chamber should not be discussing this in a motion.
Parliament could debate almost any aspect of its
operation - perhaps complaints about accommodation,
resources the government makes available to the
Parliament and so on. The Minister for Finance points
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out that notice of motion has been given and the notice
proposed by the Leader of the Opposition proposing a
debate on the issue she now raises will be on the notice
paper and may be the subject of a motion by
Miss Gould next week. At that stage questions may
arise as to whether the issue has already been dealt with
by the house. I ask the Leader of the Opposition to give
consideration as to how she raises that issue, but I do
not rule that what she is now doing is out of order. I do
not uphold the point of order.
Hon. M. M. GOULD - The opposition
acknowledges that the government has requested
detailed information in questions on notice so that it can
respond to them in detail. Yesterday I received answers
to questions on notice. Some 164 answers were in a
standard form that states:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute
detail about expenditure on communicating with the people of
Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public
time and resources on answering these questions.

The Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
says that he is unable to answer questions on notice
because they are too broad but when the opposition
provides detailed questions on issues it wants answered
it receives the response I gave earlier. It is a
Dr Jekyll-and-Mr Hyde approach. First the government
says questions on notice asked by members of the
opposition are too broad and when the questions are
narrow and detailed the response is that the government
cannot afford the waste of resources to provide detailed
answers. I remind honourable members that we are
talking about the expenditure of$157 million in public
advertising since 1996.
I asked a detailed question on notice of the Premier
recently and I received a detailed response. I was
pleased to receive information about the spring 1998
edition of Victoria on the Move. Now when I ask
almost exactly the same question I receive an entirely
different response. Apparently the question is too
detailed and is un-Victorian. The Minister for Health
has responded in a similar fashion. I asked a question
on notice about a newspaper advertisement headed
'When we fIrSt got home I had no idea what I was
doing'. I provided the date of the publication and other
relevant details. Surely it is not difficult to speak to the
assistant secretary of the department or the finance
manager to find out how much an advertisement cost in
a newspaper on 17 December 1998?
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Do you think they have that
information at their fingertips?
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Hon. M. M.. GOULD - On three separate
occasions the Minister for Health provided detailed
answers to questions on notice relating to
advertisements on 16 September 1998, 11 November
1998 and 12 November 1998. The opposition was
pleased with those responses. The minister said that
$28 000 was spent on one advertisement, almost
$15 000 on another and almost $14 000 on the third.
The minister was obviously able to pick up the phone
and obtain that information.
As I said, this is a Dr Jekyll-and-Mr Hyde approach.

Government ministers say they want specific detailed
rather than broad questions on notice and when
opposition members ask specific detailed questio.ns .
there is no response. It is easy to see that an electIOn IS
in the air. Earlier the opposition was provided with
some details of the expenditure of$157 million in
government advertising. All of a sudden the
government is shutting down and is saying that it is too
difficult to provide responses to detailed questions on
notice. As I said earlier, in the past the government has
answered questions in some detail.
Hon. B. T. Pullen inteIjected.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Pullen is not
helping his leader.
Hon. B. T. Pullen - They are not helping the
house.

The PRESIDENT - Order! You are supposed to
be helping your leader.
Hon. M.. M.. GOULD - From time to time the
house has debated the responses to questions on
notice -- whether they were forwarded to the
appropriate minister and so on. The Leader of the
Government, when Leader of the Opposition, raised
concerns about the then Labor government not
responding to questions on notice. He is reported at
page 1503 of Hansard of21 November 1991 as saying:
The opposition records its deep concern ...
We seek answers and a flow of infonnation. This
perfonnance is nowhere near tolerable and cannot be idly
accepted. It is a calculated failure to provide infonnation to
the public. We use the vehicle of this debate on questions on
notice to draw the house's attention to that failw-e.

The Leader of the Government is not responding to
questions on notice, but he had a different attitude in
November 1991. The opposition is happy to ask
detailed questions on notice as requested by
government ministers, but it is not happy with the
response it receives from government ministers.
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The Honourable Bill Baxter spoke in that debate in
November 1991. He is recorded at page 1507 of
Hansard as having said:
The failure of government ministers to answer questions on
notice undermines the integrity of the questions on notice
procech.n"e in this house. It is an important part of the
procedures of the house for members to be able to obtain
infonnation for their constiruency work and as part of the
mechanism for maintaining accountability of government to
the electors and taxpayers of the state.

I suggest that Mr Baxter should support the
opposition's views on questions on notice. The
government's response is about shutting down the
Parliament so that the public is not fully informed of the
way the government is spending taxpayers' money on
advertising. The opposition is concerned about the way
the government is treating the public. It is not providing
information for which they are entitled. The debate on
the Appropriation (parliament 1999/2000) Bill is an
opportunity to highlight the fact that Parliament should
not be treated in this way by the government of the day.
Ministers should respond to questions on notice
straightaway.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Latrobe Regional Hospital
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the privatised Latrobe Regional
Hospital. Since the private operator has taken over that
hospital has any request been made on behalf of the
private operator for an increase in government funding
above that agreed in the initial contract? If so, has any
increase been made?
Hon. R L KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - So
far as I am aware the only discussion about increased
funding would be as a result of increased services.
Hon. M. M. Gould inteIjected
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - Don't get excited! That
is part of a natural expansion of the services that occurs
on a regular basis with a whole range of hospitals. Part
of the concept of developing the new Latrobe Regional
Hospital-Hon. P. R. HaII- Outstanding!
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - It is outstanding; in fact
the number of patients - Hon. M. M. Gould inteIjected
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Sorry, aren't you

Hon. M. M. Gould - Increased services, yes.
Honourable members interjecting.

Rural Victoria: vehicle registrations
Hon. E. J. POWELL (North Eastern) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports inform the house of the
additional facilities for Victorians to pay their vehicle
registrations and whether there will be any benefits for
rural Victorians?
Hon. G. R. CRAlGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Most honourable members would know that
there are several ways of renewing vehicle
registrations - namely, through the Bank of
Melbourne or other banks; over the telephone using the
new Bpay system; through the Internet; through maxi
kiosks; by mail or directly to Vicroads or a regional
Vicroads office.
I am pleased to announce that as from today the
renewal of a vehicle registration has become
11 DO times easier through an arrangement between
Australia Post and the government which will provide
significant benefits for rural Victorians. Now
600 additional outlets will be available in countIy
Victoria to enable people living in rural areas to renew
their vehicle registrations. Much work has been done by
Vicroads, Australia Post and the Bank of Melbourne to
achieve this outcome.

City Link: e-tags
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The Minister for
Roads and Ports will be aware of reports that Vicroads
may acquire data available through e-tag technology
fitted to vehicles using City Link. Will the minister
assure the house that data acquired by Vicroads from
e-tag technology will be collected only from points
within the declared City Link network? Further, will the
minister guarantee Victorians that vehicles fitted with
e-tags while travelling on public roads will not
contnbute data to the operators of City Link?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mr Power for his rather detailed and
technical question. For some years there have been
numerous means available in the road infrastructure of
gathering data on vehicles. Throughout the
metropolitan and some regional areas we have
established automatic vehicle monitoring devices. The
Honourable Pat Power would know about that and he
knows the information is already being collected.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- Does that mean we could
check whether Miss Gould leaves home at 7.30 every
morning?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - We could.
Hon. Pat Power - That is a use that could be made
of it?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It is important to
understand that already a large degree of information is
gathered.

It is important that I recognise the work done by the

Department of Finance and the Minister for Finance in
bringing the deal together. They have played a
significant role in enabling the government to deliver
more accessible services in rural Victoria A benefit in
the new arrangement is that rural Victorians can easily
access the new service. The government argues that the
new arrangements reflect the commitment and
willingness of the Kennett government to enter into
arrangements to give rural Victorians access to more
facilities.
Victorian vehicle registration charges are now $140 a
year. Victoria and South Australia have the lowest
vehicle registration charges in Australia A typical
six-cylinder family sedan will cost $260 to register in
New South Wales, $288 in Queensland and $245 in the
ACT. That demonstrates that not only has the
government provided easier accessibility for vehicle
registration renewals but that Victoria has some of the
lowest charges in the countIy.

Hon. Pat Power - By private providers?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - By Vicroads. I already
said that. Had you been listening instead of making
smart remarks you may have heard me say that.
Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I told the honourable
member without a seat that Vicroads already gathers
the information, for the right reason. I will tell the house
why it is important for Victoria to remain relevant in
the international marketplace. An essential issue for us
is the movement of goods from wherever they are
manufactured to the waterfront or delivery throughout
the road network. We must ensure that while vehicles
are being used, the delivery of goods is done in the
most efficient way.
The technology can be used for the future so that
trucking companies can set out a detailed path for the
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movement of their vehicles in the most efficient way to
either collect or deliver goods. Victoria will benefit
from that through relief of future traffic congestion, and
good economic measures such as efficiency in the
cartage of road freight We must not be afraid to
embrace new technology. We must welcome it and
move on into the next century. It is still the same old
Labor Party - it will not move. The government
actually has a vision for the future!

National Microbusiness Awards
Hoo. R. J. H. WELLS (Eumemmerring) - Will
the Minister for Small Business advise the house of the
results of the National Microbusiness Awards held last
evening in Melbourne?
Hon. LOmSE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank: the Honourable Ron Wells not
only for his question but also for his attendance during
the suspension of the sitting last night at the National
Microbusiness Awards. The awards were hosted in
Melbourne as part of Small Business May. It is most
important to note the significance of microbusiness to
the Victorian and Australian economies. There are
nearly 667 000 microbusinesses in Australia employing
well over half a million people. Eighty-five per cent of
small non-agricultural businesses are what are termed
microbusinesses. We have seen a great increase in
home-based businesses of recent times. Most
significantly, employment growth in the microbusiness
sector has been remarkable. Fifty-six per cent of the
employment growth in Australia has been in the
microbusiness sector, so there are important reasons for
nurturing the sector.

The award categories last night were technology,
emerging business, established business, home-based
business, and microbusiness of the year. I am delighted
to inform the house that a Victorian business won the
microbusiness of the year award I congratulate Tracey
Matthies, who runs a tourism business - I was not a
judge - called the Morwell Southside Motel. She is to
be congratulated on running a successful Victorian
tourism business with her husband and taking off last
night's major prize.
I also acknowledge the work of the Micro Business
Network, and in particular the work ofBarbara
Gabogrecon, in nurturing microbusinesses. I also thank
the Honourable Ian Cover, who lent his admirable skills
to the job of master of ceremonies on the night

Gaming: second casino
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Gaming to his comments to the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee that he had
received proposals for a C<i$ino in Mildura or
Warrnambool in anticipation of the lifting of
restrictions that would allow a second casino to be built
150 kilometres or more from Melbourne. Is the minister
welcoming further submissions or applications to the
Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority or does he
endorse the Premier's recent comments that appear to
rule out a second casino in Victoria?
Hon. Bill Forwood - You should have come to the
PAEC hearing!
Hoo. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Gaming) - I
am pleased to receive the question. I take up the

inteIjection from immediately behind me, that the
honourable member should have attended the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee hearing. He did not
need to do that. Ifhe wanted to cite what I am reported
to have said to the PAEC, all he needed to do was to
read further into the evidence I gave. The evidence
made the point that the current exclusivity period
expires in November this year. I would be surprised if
he had not checked that, because he has already asked
me a question on that issue in the house during the past
couple of weeks.
The point I was making was that the exclusivity that
applies outside the radius of 150 kilometres from the
existing site expires in November this year. I stated that
as a matter of fact. I also stated two other matters of
fact The first was that we had received and recorded
some expressions of interest. I also made the statement
of fact that the government had not decided whether a
second licence would be issued. Ifhe had read on into
the evidence he would have seen that further statement
of fact - that the government had made no decision.
Hoo. T. C. Tbeophanous -

Kennett ruled it out.

Hoo. C. A. Furletti intetjected.
Hoo. T. C. Tbeophanous out?

So he hasn't ruled it

HoD. R. M. HALLAM - All I have done is state
the facts. They are as clear as I can make them - and I
have just recited them.
Boo. T. C. Theopbanous - Do you want more
expressions of interest or not? 1bat was the question.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Not from you, and it was
not the question from the Honourable Don Nardella I
am not in a position, nor would I want to be, to close
off the expressions of interest. If the government has
not made a decision, it may well be that those who have
an interest in a second casino would want to lodge
expressions of that interest. That is also a statement of
fact.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - They can continue to do
that?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I can't stop them,
Mr Nardella All I can say and repeat as a statement of
fact is that the government has made no decision about
a second casino in Victoria.

Auditor-General: ministerial portfolios
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - Will the
Minister for Finance inform the house of the progress
made to remove the Auditor-General's qualification of
the end-of-year accounts of Victorian universities with
respect to unfunded superannuation liabilities?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
know the reporting treatment of unfunded
superannuation liabilities in the books of account of
Victorian universities has caused a great deal of
frustration. I can report to the house without fear of
contradiction that it has certainly caused some
frustration across the universities. I can also report
first-hand that it has caused some frustration for the
Auditor-General. I might also say that it has caused
some frustration for the Minister for Finance!
The issue is best captured by a quote from the latest
Auditor-General report on ministerial portfolios, which
was tabled yesterday.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - A good report.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Thank you,
Mr Theophanous. I am happy to have that on the record
and to record my agreement with your comment.
At item 3.1.91 on page 45 the Auditor-General makes
the following comment, which captures the basis of the
frustration:
While the universities have reported their unfunded
superannuation liabilities in their balance sheets, they have
also recognised an equivalent amount as an asset representing
the funding they expect to receive from the commonwealth
government by way of future annual grants to meet those
liabilities. This accounting treatment was supported by the
Victorian Department ofTreaswy and Finance.
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A standoffhas emerged as a result of the introduction
of accrual accounting, and to that extent I hope the
standoff is a hiccup. By way of general comment, the
introduction of accrual accounting has been relatively
painless. In this case we have had a frustrating hiccup,
but I am confident it will be resolved in time.
The nub of the problem is that the universities are
showing the amounts receivable from the
commonwealth as assets. But the Auditor-General says
they cannot do that under the existing rules of the
accounting profession and has therefore qualified their
reports. In the midst of all that I have had a chance as
Minister for Finance to comment. I have said that
maybe the Auditor-General is technically correct, but as
appears in my response as quoted in the
Auditor-General's report:
... while the approach taken by the Auditor-General may be
justified in technical terms, it fails to recognise the actual
relationships involved and to that extent is quite misleading.

I might say as an aside that we are talking only about
the extent of the unfunded liabilities - Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - So he got it right but
he was misleading?
Hon. Bill Forwood - No, he hasn't got it right.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I did not say that,
Mr Theophanous; I encourage you to listen more
intently.
The government is talking about the unfunded liability
as it relates to the commonwealth as distinct from that
which relates to the state. In the adoption of accrual
accounting, Victoria has recorded the liability in its own
books of account and therefore the universities are not
only entitled, but required, to record that amount in the
form of an asset.
The effect of the qualification is that the financial status
of our universities has been compromised, and that
impact is very significant indeed.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - That is a shot at the
Auditor-General!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I will come to that,
Mr Theophanous.
The cost of borrowings has been increased and projects
currently in the pipeline could be delayed, or even
worse, put at risk as a result of that qualification by the
Attorney-General. We are playing for very big stakes,
and I understand the frustration being demonstrated by
the players. Notwithstanding the standoff between the
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universities and the Auditor-General, the resolution of
the issue remains firmly in the ballpark of the
commonwealth in its determination of how it will treat
the liability under its version of accrual accounting.
While it might be painted that the government is at
odds with the Auditor-General, that could not be further

from the truth. The government has worked assiduously
behind the scenes to have the commonwealth recognise
its liability in a form that will allow the Victorian
Auditor-General to remove the qualification and for the
issue to thus effectively disappear. That work is being
done as I speak, and I am very confident of an early
breakthrough.

Exports: decline
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to
figures released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics
which reveal that Victoria's exports as a percentage of
Australia's total exports have fallen from 21.59 per cent
in the 1996 calendar year to 20.88 per cent in the 1997
calendar year and to 19.23 per cent in the 1998 calendar
year, a decline of 2.36 per cent. What action will the
minister now take to stop Victoria going backwards and
to reverse this decline in exports?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the honourable
member for her question. I look forward to looking at
the statistics she has proffered on the absolute collapse
of the Victorian export industry! I am sure it will come
as a shock and a disappointment to all members that
Miss Gould has uncovered something that is unknown
to any other observer - that is, the Victorian export
industry has collapsed! I am happy to analyse the
figures; indeed, I look forward to doing so.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Will you apologise if
they are correct?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - I will look forward to
responding. The last statistics used by a Labor MP in
another place were, upon quick analysis, shown to be
fraudulent, so I am more than happy to look at these
ones and see how they stack up.
The Victorian export industry has been a great national
achiever - I say 'national achiever' because while
Victoria is a net exporter to other states, which is
important, it is obviously a great exporter overseas.
Victoria is the home of Australia's Exporter of the
Year, Compumedics Pty Ltd, which is a good example
of the leading innovative companies that are based here.
I mention Compumedics because it falls outside the
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mould of what one expects of the normal Australian
exporters based in Victoria
The government has also made an additional effort to
help Victorian-based exporters through increasing
overseas trade fairs and missions and assisting a
number of companies to appoint their first export
managers. All that has led to the Australian export
industry looking to Victoria as a role model, and that is
something of which the government is very proud

Scientific and medical research
Hon. ANDREW BRIDESON (Waverley) - Will
the Minister for Health advise the house of the
government's commitment to scientific and medical
research in Victoria? I also ask whether that can be
related to the ageing process of the Chairman of
Committees, the Honourable Peter Hall, who is having
his birthday today!
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
no doubt speak for all members of the house in wishing
Mr Hall a very happy birthday. I trust the business of
the house will allow him to get home to celebrate with
his family tonight!
Hon. P. R. HaII- Hear, hear!
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - The question asked by
Mr Brideson is important. Victoria has a very proud
history and distinguished record in medical research. In
fact, something like 3 per cent of the world effort in
medical research occurs in Australia, and the
overwhelming bulk of that research occurs in Victoria
The government has made it a significant priority.
The commonwealth government is the major public
funder of medical research and has recently responded
very positively to the recommendations of the Wills
committee which examined medical research and the
opportunities for further development. However,
Victoria also contributes of the order of $40 million to
research through hospitals facilitating university
research as well as funding the state's many research
institutes. In fact, in this year's budget, funding for
research institutes has been increased from $9 million
to $13.7 million, a very substantial increase of
$4.7 million or almost 30 per cent.
In addition, the government has provided capital funds
of $5 million for the relocation of the Macfarlane
Burnet Research Institute. That is symbolic, because
this year we celebrate the centenary of the birth of Sir
Frank Macfarlane Burnet, the Nobel prize winner and
immunologist. A great effort has been undertaken by
the Australian Institute of Political Science to celebrate
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Australian scientists and their contribution as a way of
encouraging more young people to look at medical
research as a career option.
The government, through the departments administered
by me and my colleague the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology, is providing opportunities for
commercialising health in this state. The government
will be promoting the Commercialising Health
Innovations forum which will be held in Melbourne in
October this year to bring together people well
experienced in taking research and developing it into a
commercial operation.
The great challenge in Victoria is to gain more
economic benefits for the community from the results
of that research effort. It will enhance and create
ongoing development of the medical research effort in
the state. I commend the program. It is called
Celebrating Tall Poppies and will focus this year on the
centenary of the birth of not only Sir Frank Macfarlane
Burnet but also Jean McNamara, the paediatrician,
scientist and Landcare advocate, and !an Clunies Ross,
the scientist and statesman - three great Australians
who are fine role models for future generations in this
country.

Auditor-General: prisons
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Finance to the Auditor-General's
foreword in his special report no. 60 tabled today,
where he states that he was presented with legal advice
from the Victorian Government Solicitor that rendered
any financial information relating to the government's
contracts with private prison operators as subject to
commercial confidentiality:
The legal advice also mentioned that section 12 of the Audit
Act ... does not authorise me to specifically disclose in a
report to the Parliament any financial data dealing with the
private operators.

The Auditor-General then indicates that:
In November 1998, I suggested to the government section 12

be strengthened to remove any doubts on the ability of an
Auditor-General to fully infonn the Parliament, where
deemed justified in the public interest, on matters involving
commercial confidentiality ... In view of the experience of
this case, I feel it is imperative that the need for legislative
change be accorded high priority.

I ask the minister to assure the house that section 12 of
the Audit Act will be strengthened at the earliest
opportunity.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am not sure about the protocol of the question given
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that it obviously calls for legislation. Leaving that to
one side, the honourable member is suggesting that I
should provide advice to my colleague the Honourable
William Desmond McGrath, the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services in another place.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - No, you are
responsible for the Audit Act.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The issue cited by the
honourable member goes to a specific question in
respect of commercial confidentiality in relation to
another minister's portfolio.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - On a point of order,
Mr President, I do not mind if the minister wants to
avoid the question, but my question specifically related
to section 12 of the Audit Act, which is the
responsibility of the Minister for Finance. It is therefore
appropriate for the minister to answer the question as to
whether he will agree with what the Auditor-General
has requested in his foreword about changes to that act.
The PRESIDENT - Order! In the first part of his
question the honourable member referred to the fact
that certain advice was given about the operation of
section 30 of the Corrections Act 1986. He then used
the words of the Auditor-General- that there be an
amendment to section 12 of the Audit Act. As I
understand it, the minister was just about to expand on
the reference to section 30 of the Corrections Act,
which is responsive to the question.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - IfMr Theophanous is
nervous about me responding to his preamble, why did
he offer it to the chamber? He relied upon the
Auditor-General's report in respect of another
minister's portfolio as the basis for his case calling
for-Hon. Pat Power - The opposition is happy for the
record to show that you will not be amending the Audit
Act, if that is what you want to say.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If that is the question, I
am happy to respond I have no intention of amending
the Audit Act.

Food Industry Monitoring and Information
Unit
HoD. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - I ask the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to
advise the house of a recent initiative to assist
development of Victoria's food industry.
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Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am pleased to advise the
house that an important initiative has been taken to help
the food industry, in particular individual farmers, with
the creation of a Food IndustIy Monitoring and
Information Unit in partnership between the state
government and the Victoria University ~fTechn~I0ID:"
Recently I bad the opportunity to meet WIth the Vlctona
University's Pro Vice-Chancellor of Research,
Professor Vaughan Beck, to announce the
establishment of this important and practical initiative.

The food industIy monitoring unit will enable
Victoria's growing food industIy to make critical
market decisions based on the latest statistical
information, well analysed and directed at individual
farmers and growers. The unit will operate as part of
the Australian Food Marketing Centre at the Victoria
University of Technology in Melbourne and will be
available for use by people from throughout Victoria.
Honourable members will agree that marketing is
fundamental to the operation of a successful business
and the new unit will have the task of providing
accurate and timely information to keep Victoria's food
industIy sectors well ahead of their competitors
overseas. The globalisation of the world economy and
the removal of trade barriers have created new
opportunities, so long as we can be aware of them.
Anyone who has been involved with the agriculture
sector will realise there is certainly no shortage of
statistics on agricultural growth and on marketing
trends, but there is a shortage of collated organised
information that is relevant to individual growers needs.
That type of comprehensive, practical information is
what the government wishes to provide through this
service.
The unit will play a critical role in maintaining the
momentum that has seen Victorian food exports perhaps the Leader of the Opposition will be interested
in this - double since 1992, and the government
knows it can take that even further. The government is
jointly funding the unit as part of its commitment to
Food Victoria It is a good example of industry,
government and academia working together t~ further
strengthen one of our most important economIC
strengths in the state, the agriculture sector, the natural
resources that are part of it, and the value that comes
from a highly motivated and globally successful
farming sector.

APPROPRIAnON (PARLIAMENT
1999/2000) Bll...L
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - The
introduction ofParlynet has been at times difficult and
complicated. Prior to Parlynet I was computer illiterate;
now I send emails regularly and surf the Net I am a
member of the joint parliamentary Law Reform
Committee, which is considering technology and the
law. When I was overseas with my parliamentary
colleagues the term 'going native' was used. As I said, I
have gone from being computer illiterate to someone
who uses computers daily. The training that has taken
place is commendable. Yesterday my notebook was
checked out as being Y2K compliant. I think my
computer passed all the tests. It has not crashed on me
yet

I formally put two other issues on record: the
opposition's view on reforming the upper house an~ its
view that the upper house is not a true house of reView.
The Labor Party's policy is to reduce the number of
members of the upper house from its current 44 to 35,
having 5 districts each with 7 members. Labor would
reduce by nine the number of members of this house.
Members would be elected in line with the election
procedure for Legislative Assembly members. In the
1996 election the opposition received some 46 per cent
of the vote but has only 22 per cent representation in the
chamber. Proper proportional representation would
ensure that the house is a true house of review and
would therefore function in a similar way to other upper
houses, including the Senate, but I will not go into an
extended debate on that subject I put on record that the
opposition will continue to campaign for the reform of
the upper house so that it acts as a true house of review
and not just as a rubber stamp, as is the case when the
government has control of both houses.
I raise one other small matter - namely, the hours
Parliament sits - which has received extensive media
coverage. Generally I do not take my daughter to
school or bring her to work with me, but I believe the
hours Parliament sits could and should be amended to
allow for the sittings to start at 9.30 a.m. and finish at
7.30 p.m. That could result in the houses of Parliament
sitting on more days than is currently the case.
The Department of the Legislative Council annual
report details the number of sitting days and hours and
average daily sitting time for the Parliament. It would
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be in the interests of the health and wellbeing of
members of Parliament that there be reasonable sitting
hours. Extensive research has been conducted into body
equilibrium and biorhythms. People's concentration
diminishes as the clock band goes past 1 o'clock in the
morning. Between 1 am. and 6 a.m. biorhythms are not
working as well as they should be.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Your what?
Hon. M. M. GOULD - Biorhythms. Extensive
research has been carried out into how the brain
operates in those hours because of body temperature
changes. Government members and ministers talk
about moving into the 21st century. For the health and
wellbeing of members the sitting hours of the
Parliament should be brought into the 21st century.
Membership of the upper house is no longer a part-time
job for the landed gentry, who would start working at
2.30 p.m. and continue through until dinner time. It was
an honorary position more than anything else.
Parliament ought to move into the 21 st century and
work only during the daylight hours for the sake of the
health and wellbeing of members and their respective
families. The opposition does not oppose the
Appropriation (parliament 1999/2000) Bill.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - I
support the Appropriation (parliament 199912000) Bill.
At the outset I mention that, like most members, I feel
extraordinarily well served by the people who serve the
Parliament. I put on record the work done by each of
the parliamentary departments. This year, as in previous
years, the officers of the departments of the Parliament
will be appearing before the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee, which I chair. The committee
looks forward to seeing those officers again this year.
Together with Mr Lucas and opposition members, I
will be encouraging the Parliament to take a sensible
look at its operations and structures as befits an august
organisation such as the Parliament in facing the next
millennium. I am sure the PAEC will continue to help
in that area

The Parliament has departments of the Legislative
Council, Legislative Assembly, library, parliamentary
debates and parliamentary services, and the bill also
provides for the Department of the Auditor-General.
That seems quite a number of departments. I
understand why under the doctrine of the separation of
powers there should be lines of demarcation between
various aspects of the operations of Parliament, but as
we move into the 21 st century Parliament should be
looking at how it operates and exploring those issues in
an appropriate forum.
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I am sorry the Leader of the Opposition has left the
chamber because I wanted particularly to respond to the
issues she raised this morning about questions on
notice.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Raise them with me,
MrForwood
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I would be delighted
The honourable member sought leave this
moming-Hon. D. A. Nardella - She had an FOI win and
had to go to court. She has had to leave.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I trust she will take the
time to read my words.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - I will refer them to her.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Thank you. The
honourable member sought leave this morning to move
a motion about the government's response yesterday to
a batch of questions on notice. During the
parliamentary appropriation debate she raised in an
interesting manner the issue of answers to questions on
notice.

I probably have as much to do with the answers to
questions on notice as anyone from the Labor Party
who asks them, anyone in the papers office who deals
with them as they come through, or anyone in the
departments responsible for preparing answers and
having them returned to this place. I will make a few
points on the matter.
I am grateful for the assistance I have had from the
Department of the Legislative Council in particular in
developing a computer mechanism that will aid the
process. Eventually Parliament will have a system
where members of Parliament will be able to lodge
questions on notice electronically and have them
transferred electronically to departments ready for
responses, and the answers returned Members can be
absolutely certain that each minister will have signed
each answer before it is returned to the house, and it is
hoped each question will be answered within
30 days - I will come to that in a moment - will be
responded to sensibly and recorded in Hansard. I am
grateful for the work that has gone into the
development of a better system than the current one.
Questions on notice are an integral part of the
democratic process. As an important part of the
parliamentary procedures, they ought to be conveyed
properly and speedily through the system. However,
recently there has been a gross abuse and contempt of
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Parliament. I have done a little work and will put my
findings bluntly. On 20 April Miss Gould asked more
trivial questions than were asked by every member of
Parliament in the whole of the first year after the
re-election of the Cain government in 1988. Between
26 October 1988 and 17 November 1989 some
139 questions were asked by all members of the upper
house. I have done the figures. I understand the pattern
and will give honourable members opposite details of
all patterns.
Questions on notice are for a purpose: to enable
members to delve into the facts to find out the
nitty-gritty of what is going on. They should not be
abused in the way they are being abused by the Labor
Party. For example, Miss Gould asked questions on
notice about the number of mouse pads produced by the
Legislative Assembly. What a senseless question!
There were questions about the costs of the production
of bookmarks by the parliamentary library and Victoria
on the Wire wine coasters. What nonsense questions!
She has abused the process.
As I said, statistics show that between October 1988
and November 1989, 139 questions on notice were
asked. In 1989-90,379 questions on notice were asked.
In 1990-91, 651 were asked. That was the second -last

year of the Cain and Kirner era when the Liberal Party
was in opposition. In 1991-92, 595 questions were
asked. The next year was the election year, only
95 questions were asked. Then the Labor Party went
into opposition and the coalition assumed office. In
1993-94, the opposition asked 218 questions on notice
and the following year, 351. In 1995-96 the opposition
asked 623 questions. Then what happened? In 1996-97,
it asked 2068 questions and in 1997-98, 2023.
They were not questions of substance. It was not a
matter of getting into the nitty-gritty to understand what
was happening in the departments. They were a trivial
waste oftime and represented an absolute waste of
government resources. The opposition can waste its
own resources, but it wastes the taxpayers' resources
more than anything. I make no apology for the fact that
the government decided to answer some 164 questions
yesterday using the same answer:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute
detail about expendin.n-e on communicating with the people of
Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of time and
public resources on answering these questions.

That was not an original answer! The Labor Party used
exactly the same answer to questions on notice when it
was in government. I have already pointed out that
when in opposition the coalition did not ask many
questions. Even so the Labor Party used that line in its
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answers anyway. I shall provide a few examples. On
9 April 1991 my colleague the Honourable Gera1d
Ashman asked question on notice no. 917. He sought
information about contractors. Mr Pullen, the then
Minister for Education and Training, replied:
The provision of the requested infonnation would require
extensive time and resources, and cannot be justified.

In question 518 dated 23 April 1991 the Honourable
Gerald Ashman asked David White, then a minister,
about journalists, and the response was:
The time and resources required to answer this question
cannot be justified.

On 8 May 1991 the current Minister for Industry,

Science and Technology, then in opposition, asked
Mr Pullen, the then minister, a question on notice about
people employed in fire-spotting towers. Mr Pullen' s
response was:
The provision of the requested information would require
excessive time and resources and cannot be justified.

Before the coalition came to government in 1992 the
then Labor government used to get sensible questions
from the coalition, yet it still responded in that manner.
IfLabor ministers thought it would take too long to
answer the questions and would be a waste of time and
resources they used that type of answer. Now the
government is faced with a flood of irrelevant, petty
questions seeking information on all sorts of
publications. For example, the opposition asked a
question about the Victorian Hospitals Association
report, which is not even a government publication. The
YHA is a private body! Why is the opposition asking
about the costs of its reports?

Hon. W. R. Baxter - They ask questions for
questions' sake.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Not only that; the opposition
forgets which questions it has asked and has to pull a
few off.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - What sticks in my
craw more than anything else is the waste of public
time and resources caused in the departments. I can
cope with it; I can do the work. The Council papers
office will accommodate the government because that
is its responsibility. Anne Sargent and her team do a
good job. But what about the time and resources of
public servants who should be serving the state? They
are engaged in answering floods of nonsense questions.
I reject absolutely the notion that this sort of behaviour
should be accepted by Parliament. It is a contempt of
Parliament for the opposition to do that.

APPROPRIATION (pARLIAMENT 199912000) BILL

Thursday, 27 May 1999

COUNCIL

What annoys me even more is that if one turns to the
reports on questions on notice of the Legislative
Council Standing Orders Committee of March 1990
and March 1993 one finds that questions on notice used
to be asked but not answered. Because it took a very
long time for questions to be answered the committee
examined how best to accommodate the requirements
that they be answered. The Standing Orders Committee
suggested having a trial. It made changes to the
sessional orders that were trialled in 1990. Hansard of
7 March 1990 reports Mr Landeryou moving the
following in respect of the Legislative Council Standing
Orders Committee report on questions on notice:
That the report do lie on the table.

He is further reported as having said:
The committee was mindful of the responsibilities that fall on
both the questioned and the questioner and, although it was
tempted from one viewpoint to go the route proposed with
respect to limitations on questions, it decided on balance that
it was in the best interests of all that we should be reminded
of our obligations with respect to asking questions as well as
obligations and responsibilities with respect to answers.

Hon. Louise Asher - One of their own side!
Hon. BILL FORWOOD -It was one of the
opposition's own side. That change brought about the
30-day rule. It was on a sessional orders basis in 1990
and it became part of the standing orders in 1993. The
standing order provides that questions on notice must
be answered within 30 days of their being asked;
otherwise a process goes into place to find out why that
was not the case. The government takes that seriously.
The standing order was introduced because on
occasions questions were not answered for up to a year.
I refer interested honourable members to appendix A of
the Standing Orders Committee report of March 1990,
which shows that of the 139 questions asked between
October 1988 and November 1989 during the Cain
government 3 were answered in 7 days; 3 were
answered between 8 and 30 days; 10 between 31 and
60 days; 7 between 61 and 90 days; 10 between 91 and
120 days; 13 between 121 and 150 days; and 9 between
151 and 180 days - and I could keep going.
At the end of that period 57 questions had not been
answered at all. Therefore the standing orders were
changed. Now questions on notice must be answered
within 30 days. Although that is a good system, some
responsibility must be taken in the asking of the
questions. It is outrageous that the opposition should
question the way the government answers questions on
notice. The way the opposition asks questions on notice
is a contempt of Parliament. I will continue to organise
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the way questions on notice are answered as best I can
within the 30-day period. I am happy to do so.
However, I ask members of the opposition to be
sensible about the questions they ask.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The Honourable Bill Forwood said the opposition's
questions on notice are trivial and concern matters that
should not be dealt with by Parliament. He says
answering them is a waste of resources.
Hon. Louise Asher - How much is a tourism
pamphlet? How much does a billboard ad cost?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The Honourable
Louise Asher believes $157 million of government
political advertising is trivial. The government has
spent $157 million day in, day out since 1996. the
minister believes the publications, the mouse mats and
the daily advertisements published in newspapers
putting the Kennett government's case for re-election
are trivial. How else is the opposition supposed to find
the information? How else other than through questions
on notice? The government has a conscious and
deliberate policy of closing down FO!. It has gone
down a conscious route of closing down the
Auditor-General. It does not want the scrutiny and
accountability that occurred during the Cain and Kirner
years.
The government is closing down the mechanisms for
accountability. It is outrageous for Mr Forwood to say
that the expenditure of$157 million of taxpayers ,
money on political advertising for the Liberal and
National parties is trivial. That is outrageous! The role
of Parliament is to reinforce the democratic processes.
Mr Forwood said that questions on notice were an
integral part of the democratic process. What double
standards! He referred to what occurred under the
administration of the former Labor government which
he said refused to answer questions on notice. .
I do not defend Labor ministers of that time. I believe
they were wrong and I agree with Mr Forwood. They
should have answered questions on notice.
Governments that expend taxpayers' money on
advertisements, on programs or in other ways should be
accountable to Parliament and thus to the people of
Victoria I do not agree with the actions of the former
Labor government It should have answered questions
on notice. However, for Mr Forwood to use what the
then Labor government did in 1991 as a precedent or a
justification for ministers not answering questions on
notice now is nonsense.
Hon. Bill Forwood - I did not say that.
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Bon. D. A. NARDELLA - Mr Forwood referred
to the actions of ministers White and Pullen as
examples of what occurred under the previous Labor
government and as justification for the closing down of
Parliament on this occasion. That is wrong. What
hypocrisy! In the debate at that time opposition
members, now members of the government, said it was
wrong, but those honourable members do exactly the
same thing. It smacks of double standards and
hypocrisy. Where is the principal position? I suppose it
is difficult when trying to protect the government,
particularly when questions about its waste and
mismanagement are raised. The government should
provide the details of the expenditure of taxpayers'
funds. The government has been exposed for
mismanagement, rorting and wasting taxpayers'
money. The credit card fiasco is an example.
Bon. Bill Forwood - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, the house is debating the
Appropriation (parliament 1999/2000) Bill and there
has been a robust debate about the response to
questions on notice. The house has agreed to discuss
that issue during this debate, but Mr Nardella is now
talking about credit cards, which has nothing to do with
this appropriation bill. I ask you to bring him back to
the bill.
Bon. D. A. NARDELLA - On the point of order,
Mr Acting President, the opposition has raised the issue
of the use of credit cards in questions on notice and has
asked for details of their use. The President ruled it was
appropriate to debate the issue of questions on notice in
this debate and I ask you, Sir, to rule against the point
of order.
Bon. Bill Forwood - Further on the point of order,
Mr Acting President, the issue of whether questions on
notice should be debated has already been solved. What
you, Mr Acting President, must decide is whether the
house should now debate the content of questions on
notice. It is a nonsense to say that in the discussion
about the management of questions on notice we can
debate issues about the content of those questions on
notice.
Bon. G. B. Ashman - On the point of order,
Mr Acting President, this debate is on the
Appropriation (parliament 1999/2000) Bill. Opposition
members have raised the issue of questions on notice
and how they are managed in Parliament. Mr Nardella
is now focusing on the responses and substance of
those questions on notice and is seeking to debate the
substance.

The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. B. W. Bishop) - Order! I have listened
carefully to the debate and the points of order raised by
honourable members. There is no point of order.
Honourable members on both sides have had ample
opportunity to make their point. Mr Nardella is straying
from the bill and I suggest that he now returns to it.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The role of
parliaments throughout the commonwealth is to ensure
the executive is kept in check and that the expenditure
of public moneys is accounted for. Questions on notice
are part of the accountability of Parliament. That is why
officers in the papers office work assiduously to ensure
that questions on notice are placed before Parliament.
Mr Forwood referred to mouse mats, wine coasters and
other matters as being trivial.
Hon. R. M. Ballam -

They are trivial.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - They are not trivial. I
remind honourable members that since 1996 the
government has spent $157 million on government
advertising. That is not trivial. I do not know how many
mouse mats were produced, what they cost or where
they went. If they were delivered to every child in a
government school in Victoria or to every business in
Victoria it would not be a trivial matter. Those issues
are not trivial because they go to the heart of democracy
and the accountability of government - something
government members obviously do not believe in,
otherwise they would not attempt to close down the
questions on notice process.

The government is setting a standard for the opposition.
I remind honourable members that the pendulum will
swing. It will be argued in this place and outside exactly
when that pendulum will swing.
Hon. R. M. BaIIam -

It won't be in your lifetime.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It will be in my
lifetime, just as it will be in yours, barring the
proverbial bus! Once the pendulum swings and we
swap roles - Hon. M. T. Luckins -

Not in my lifetime.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, in your lifetime.
The same standards you apply now will be applied
then.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - You can't have it both
ways.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes, you can.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - You say the questions
are too broad, but when the opposition makes the
questions specific you say it takes too much time to
provide answers. You set the standard.
Just as the government set the standard today when it
referred to the Labor years, when the opposition is in
office and there is pressure on it to answer questions it
will be difficult for somebody like me to say in the
party room or cabinet that they should be answered. I
put that fairly and squarely on the record because I
argue that there should be nothing to hide; there should
be open and accountable government. If money is being
spent on political advertising, honourable members and
Parliament should know about that. However, the
actions of the government make it impossible for
opposition members to put up a credible argument
saying that information should be supplied. What is
good for the goose is good for the gander.

Hon. R. M. Hallam inteIjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - We are all geese for
being in this place, but regardless of that, honourable
members cannot say the standards for the Labor Party
must be higher than the standards set by the Kennett
government. If you establish a standard, or close down
Parliament's avenues to scrutinise expenditure through
the executive and departments, that standard becomes
the standard for Labor's term in government. Ibat
worries me because the standard will be apparent once I
am a member of the other house. Ibat procedure is an
integral part of the democratic process. Questions on
notice should be answered properly. They should not be
ticked off. Answers should not be cut and pasted on the
computer simply because the government does not
want to answer questions.
Once a question is answered, in most cases that is the
end of the matter. Honourable members know what is
happening and the matter has been dealt with. No
further action need be taken on questions answered. But
because the executive is not accountable to Parliament
we go through the charade of wasting time instead of
the government answering questions on notice. The
processes in the executive should be streamlined so that
accountability is easily displayed on a computer.
Parliament should be informed about
expenditure, whether on mouse mats or credit cards or
other executive requirements. Questions on notice
should be answered.
Ibat leads me to the second point of my contnbution on
this debate - that is, the reform of the Legislative

Council to make it a truly democratic house of review.
The Labor Party has placed various policies before the
Victorian people, and it will again place them before
the people at the next election. The Labor Party will
further democratise this house to better reflect the
wishes of Victorians. Our measures will return a
balance in this house without reducing the
government's representation of political parties. Ibat is
an important aspect in the running of Parliament. It is a
disgrace that because of the concentration of votes the
Labor Party holds in the northern, western and central
suburbs its representation is confined to those areas.

Hon. C. A. Furletti interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Ibat is correct In the
1996 election the Labor Party vote for the Legislative
Council amounted to 46 per cent; yet only 22 per cent
of the seats are represented by my party. That situation
is undemocratic. The skewing of the electoral system in
Victoria does not assist the democratic process in this
house because of the absence of a critical mass to make
Parliament work properly.
The role of this Parliament is too important for Victoria
to maintain the present genymander. There is no
justification in a civilised society for a political party to
get 46 per cent of the vote but to represent only 22 per
cent of the voters. Labor Party policy is for this house
to have proportional representation, to have seven seats
and for its members to be elected at the same time as
members of the Legislative Assembly.
I thank all officers of Parliament for their work.

Hon. M. M. Gould and the Clerks.

Particularly the papers office

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, staff of the papers
office and the Clerks of the Parliament, who put up
with us day in and day out, when the house sits and
when it doesn't sit - with our gripes and telephone
calls. They play an important role. I pay tribute to the
attendants, inside and outside the house, during
sessional periods and at other times. They, too, play an
important role in looking after the needs of honourable
members. Members of the Hansard staff also play an
important role in the operations of this house.
When in government the Labor Party will follow a
certain standard of conduct. It is difficult for those who
believe in the institution of Parliament to make their
political colleagues understand the difficulty involved
in going against precedents and standards now being set
by the Kennett government and its ministers.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. B. W. Bishop) - Order! Before I call the
Honourable Gerald Ashman I remind him and
honourable members that their contributions should not
range as widely as did Mr Nardella's contribution. The
honourable member should use the opportunity to be
more specific.

Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - Mr Acting
President, I thank you for your advice. I have been in
this place for the debates on 10 parliamentary
appropriation bills, and I cannot recall such a
wide-ranging debate as this. It is quite healthy because
it means we are focusing on the democratic process at
the same time as we are talking about how Parliament
and the activities it undertakes will be funded.
The Appropriation (parliament 199912000) Bill
provides $63.7 million for the five departments of
Parliament and the Auditor-General. That is a
commitment to the democratic processes enjoyed in
this country in general and this state in particular. I will
reflect a little on the history of the Parliament which
first assembled in Victoria in 1852. We should be proud
that this state and country have had continuous
democracy since that time. We are privileged in
Australia - as I understand it, this is the sixth longest
continuous democracy in the world, so we must be
doing something right!
The processes of democracy have a price, and for the
coming financial year in this Parliament it will be
$63.7 million. That is a small price to pay for
community involvement and representation and for
members to be able to come to this forum to argue
issues, determine the course forward and make
decisions. Not everyone is happy with every decision;
so every three to four years the parties are tested by the
people, who either re-elect the government or elect an
alternate group - but the processes of Parliament
continue.
It is interesting to reflect on the openness of this
Parliament. I have visited other Parliaments around the
world and have noted that this Parliament is probably as
open as any other I have visited in Europe, Canada and
the United States. We are privileged to be able to have a
fairly low level of security, with the community having
relatively free and open access to this place. We should
all treasure and protect that situation. As has been
noted, school groups and tourist groups come through
the building and we can demonstrate to them the
strength of our democracy and the processes of our
decision making.
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When I entered Parliament in 1988, the building was
similar to its current condition. Some upgrading has
been done, but it is still very much a 19th century
building. I comment on some of the facilities, or lack of
them, in Parliament House for members. No better
demonstration can be found of the difficulties
encountered in the building than the rollout of the
current Parlynet system. Some consideration was given
to using a coaxial cable network around the building,
but because of installation difficulties state-of-the-art
technology with a wireless LAN network was installed
instead That experience demonstrates the difficulty of
incorporating new technologies into the structure of the
building to meet the needs of members as we approach
the new millennium.

If the heater and the computer are switched on in my
office and my room-mate does something similar, we
come close to popping the fuses for the power system
in the building. That is not an uncommon situation
around the building.
I welcome the investment in researching the availability
of stone for the extensions to the building, because
members must be able to respond to their constituents
and all Victorians in a manner that was not foreseen
even 15 years ago, let alone when the building was
designed well over 100 years ago.
The parliamentary appropriation contains some
provision for some research and new technology. I shall
comment on the introduction of technology in the
parliamentary library. Most honourable members are
coming to grips with the Parlynet system and are
starting to appreciate what online access to the
databases in the library can provide. That technology is
available from electorate offices, homes and as
members move around the countryside. I have
discovered that even I can successfully log into Parlynet
and get some assistance. If! have a criticism of the
Parlynet rollout it is that I am not able to log in to my
electorate office from a remote location, and that would
certainly be very useful.
The parliamentary appropriation makes significant
provision for services for members and electorate
officers. As I said when referring to Parlynet, the
equipment has been upgraded. However, there is still a
great deal of scope for improvement in the services
provided to members, and I shall refer to a couple of
specific issues. The first is security in electorate offices.
A number of members have on occasions been
involved with irate constituents where situations would
have been better handled if there were a greater level of
security in electorate offices. I urge the Presiding
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Officers to pay some attention in the coming months to
that matter.

of cooperation exists between all members of
Parliament on a wide range of issues.

Training is another issue, and while it is a broad matter,
it is something that all our staff members could use. In
recent years the training of parliamentary staffhas been
given a great deal of attention. When I first entered this
place, no training programs were available for staff at
Parliament or the electorate offices. However, a
reasonably comprehensive program for parliamentary
staff is now provided.

I refer briefly to questions on notice and note the
significant debate that took place on the subject.
Questions on notice and questions without notice are an
important part of the parliamentary process. Their
importance should not be diminished to the extent
where in some cases it becomes a trivial pursuit.

The training available to the staff of electorate offices is
still fairly basic: it does not go much beyond basic
computer training. It should be more detailed.
Electorate staff require training so that they can deal
with unstable people who sometimes become
aggressive when they visit members' offices. Staffhave
not been trained in the skills required to calm people
down so that difficult situations do not develop. That
requires urgent attention.
More consultation should occur with members about
proposals to upgrade their equipment. Recently,
members were given the opportunity of acquiring new
facsimile equipment. I am not persuaded that that was
entirely necessary - it was certainly not necessary in
my case. I would have preferred to have been given the
option of receiving a sum of money to be spent on
equipment Members should have to replace equipment
only when necessary rather than the department rushing
out and making bulk purchases.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - I just purchased a new fax
machine, so I concur with your comments.
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN - Yes, I make a similar
point in relation to computer equipment. My computer
was upgraded and I now find that I no longer have
access to a significant number of software packages
that were on the old system. That matter needs to be
addressed because members of Parliament operate in
their electorates as 132 individual operators. One size
does not fit all.

My next point about parliamentary committees brings
me back to the point I made earlier about the
democratic process. Frequently, we see reports about
the conflict that occurs in Parliament, but the level of
cooperation that occurs within parliamentary
committees is seldom reported. Committees deal with
very difficult issues and on most occasions manage to
reach all-party agreement on recommendations. The
value of the committee system needs to be highlighted.
Parliament is not always in conflict A significant level

When I was in opposition I used the questions process
extensively. I am sure Mr Pullen and Mr Tbeophanous
at times were somewhat peeved at the number of
questions some members of the then opposition put on
the notice paper. The basic rule to follow - the current
opposition should follow it - is that if the desired
information is likely to be published elsewhere one has
an obligation to carry out the research oneself and not
ask a minister to issue an answer that has already been
published in an annual report or some other publicly
available material. Many of the questions that appear on
the notice paper now can be answered through basic
research on the part of the questioner.
The Appropriation (parliament 199912000) Bill is an
important bill that indicates to all the independence of
Parliament. I look forward to participating in future
debates on appropriation bills.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I shall
make a few comments on the Appropriation
(parliament 1999/2000) Bill and take up some of the
issues discussed. Obviously the bill is important to
Parliament and, more generally, to the state budget

My first point is that the upper house of the Victorian
Parliament should not have the power to obstruct
supply. The provision of supply is something that
should occur as a matter of course. Regardless of
whether it is the Senate or the upper house in Victoria,
the chamber should not have the power to obstruct the
budget of an elected government.
My next points are directed to the President, with
whom I have raised them on a number of occasions. I
have not yet received a response from him. I raise two
specific issues. The first relates to the way the
allocation from the parliamentary budget is made for
members' offices. The broad appropriation is borne by
the Department of Parliamentary Services, but accounts
paid for by members come out of their part A electorate
allowances.
The whole idea of putting some items into a general
account in part A and making members accountable
was that members would be responsible for that
expenditure in the sense that they can control what they
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spend and minimise expenditure. The trouble is that the
items listed for payment out of part A of members'
allowances are items over which members do not have
any real control. I mention in particular the question of
security. The Speaker has written to me on this matter
and I have also written to him. However, I will raise it

Thursday, 27 May 1999

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - If the
government wants, it can make light of the issue, but at
the very minimum the press ought to be given a choice.
There should be a corresponding media box on the
other side of the chamber so that the press can decide
where to sit.

again.

In my view the security system and the associated costs
of electorate offices should be borne by the Department
of Parliamentary Services and should not be part of the
budgetary impost on members. It is a responsibility of
the Department of Parliamentary Services. Ifca1I-outs
occur, charges are put on members' part A accounts.
The trouble with that is how can members control
something like break-ins? I do not understand why they
should be penalised for that. Often the alarm goes off of
its own accord. When the alarm goes off the member is
telephoned and told the alarm is going and someone is
sent out to check it. The member is then charged for the
call when balfthe time it is nothing but a fault of the
system. It should be a responsibility of Parliament and
not a responsibility under part A.

There are other costs such as electricity that similarly
are not proportionally spread - for instance, some
members have their electorate offices in major
shopping centres where the electricity is paid for in a
bulk account. The heating system is also part of that
jointly operated heating and electricity system. It is
hardly possible for the member to control what happens
with that major shopping centre's gas supply, electricity
supply or heating system.
In the past I have asked about what costs associated
with the running of an electorate office should be the
responsibility of the member in terms of part A and
what should be the responsibility of parliamentary
services. That aspect should be considered again. I urge
the President to examine that issue.

I have also raised the next issue with the President on a
number of occasions. In this house members of the
press who come to report the proceedings are placed
immediately behind the opposition. Consequently, they
are unable to observe the full proceedings of the house.
They are not able to see opposition members asking
questions or speaking during debates. At best they
would be able to see the back of the heads of opposition
members. They certainly are unable to observe
opposition members in the same way that occurs in the
other place.

Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. Louise Asber - You want the press to look at
your face and not the back of your head
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Minister, you like
the media to look at your face. You like your face in the
press all the time. You like to present yourself as the
face of the government. However, just as you might
like to do that, there are people on this side of the house
who should have an equal right to be observed by the
media when speaking on bills. This is not an issue
about vanity or such like. It is an issue about fairness
and about the right of the press to be able to observe the
full operations of the house. I have asked the President
on a number of occasions to address this issue, but he
has not come up with a satisfactory response. A
solution would be to either have the press at the rear of
the chamber or have a corresponding press box on the
other side so that the press could make a choice as to
whether it wanted to see one side or the other asking or
answering questions or making speeches.

I shall also comment on the debate this morning. I want
to do it without the sort of acrimony that has
characterised some debate on this issue. It is of benefit
to all honourable members to have questions on notice
answered and answered properly. At some stage in their
political careers most honourable members will spend
time in opposition and in government. The answering
of questions on notice is important.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Providing they are general
questions.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS-Beforea
combative discussion begins, let us try to get to a
certain level of discussion where we agree. I am happy
to say that some of the questions asked by the
opposition may well have been too general in the first
instance, may have been broad-based sweeping
questions that are difficult to answer and might take a
considerable amount of resources. Whether that was the
case or not, the response of the government was that if
the question takes too many resources, is too
difficult - Hon. R. L Knowles - We used your record, your
examples. If you heard Mr Forwood you would have
heard the examples.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I did hear
Mr Forwood; I was listening to him in my room. Forget
about political point scoring for a minute. When
drafting a question on notice for a minister, an
honourable member must take a fine line. One may ask
whether the question is too general and is likely to
come back with some response along the lines of
'There is too much effort involved in putting the answer
together'.

That experience in the earlier part of the Kennett
government's handling of questions on notice led to the
opposition taking the view that if it could not get
answers to general questions, surely it could get
answers to specific questions. The decision was made
that specific questions would be asked. The government
could not then come back and say, 'Look, this question
is too general and is too complex - too much
information is required; consequently we cannot answer
it'. It was a deliberate attempt to overcome the very
problem that the government had raised. The
government initially said the questions were too
general. The opposition then attempted to ask specific
questions and was then told the questions were too
specific!
It would be good if honourable members could have
their questions answered rather than having to play
games with each other regarding whether a question is
too specific, too trivial, not trivial enough and so forth.
Questions on notice are an important means of
achieving accountability, and it would be a real shame
if the Parliament were to lose that way of gaining
answers to questions.

Hon. Bill Forwood - Sensible questions, sensible
answers.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That may well be
the case, but the judge of what is a sensible question
should not be only the person to whom the question is
asked. That is the problem.
Hon. Bill Forwood - A bit of self-discipline by the
questioner would be helpful.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - As I have said,
the opposition tried to ask general questions and was
told they were too general, so more specific questions
were asked.
Hon. Bill Forwood - What about the question
regarding the telephone numbers of every organisation?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am not saying
all questions asked were sensible questions according to
the definition you have put forward
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Hon. R. L Knowles intexjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Minister, with
due respect, we were first told questions were too
general and then too specific.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - You treated us with
contempt and said we were not answering questions.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Rules were put in
place, including the 30-day rule. Certainly when I was a
minister, the five ministers in this chamber answered
their questions properly. The opposition would like to
be able to ask questions in a plain way and get
reasonable answers instead of this other approach being
adopted.

I have examined some of the questions asked. A
blanket approach was taken in responding to the
questions. Some of the questions were reasonable and
could have been easily answered. They were not what I
would call simply trivial questions. In any case that is
what the government decided to do.
Mr Forwood did not refer to the guidelines the house
agreed to on 29 April 1993. My recollection is that the
minister at the table was supportive of the guidelines as
a way of guiding the house through the whole process.
The minister would be aware that paragraph (b) of the
agreed guidelines states:
It is recognised that ministers have the right to restrict the
answer to a question if provision of all of the information
sought is too costly.

That is specifically recognised in the guidelines. They
continue:
However, in such cases they should contact the member to
detennine whether a compromise may be possible by
withdrawing the question and substituting another in a
mutually acceptable form.

That guideline has not been followed - probably by
either side of the house. It is certainly not the case that
ministers, when they restrict answers, have been
contacting the member asking the question and asking
whether the question might be asked in a different way,
and that did not occur on this occasion, either. That is a
clear breach of the guidelines adopted in 1993. It is not
good enough to say, 'Look at what happened prior to
1993'. I point out to the minister that the guidelines
were not in place prior to 1993.
Hon. Bill Forwood - They were in the sessional
orders in 1990.
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Hon. M. M. Gould - Sessional orders always
operate for a year or so and then are made into standing
orders.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I simply point out
that under the guidelines it is stated:
... in such cases they should contact the member ...

Whether that is a requirement, I do not know. But the
minister should contact the member to determine
whether a compromise may be possible by withdrawing
a question and replacing it with another in a mutually
acceptable form.
If the minister did not think the questions put up were
appropriate, he could have exercised his right under
those guidelines to contact the member and suggest the
questions were too trivial or general or were
unacceptable, requesting that they be reworded in a way
that makes some sense. An understanding could have
been reached whereby the question could be asked and
an answer given.
If following this debate it were agreed that process
would be utilised, perhaps something worth while
would arise from today's debate. Otherwise, all that
will happen i s - Hon. Bill Forwood - Sensible questions will get
sensible answers.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr Forwood
knows more about accountability than anyone else on
his side of the house. He knows well that there is a
tension. Decisions regarding whether a question is
sensible cannot be left to the person to whom the
question is addressed. To an extent that is in the eye of
the beholder. I admit the person who asks the question
can reflect on whether it is sensible. The trouble is that
the right should not be given to the person who is
answering the question to simply say, 'This question
does not make sense to me, and therefore I will not
answer it'. A tension must be reached between what
one person and another think is a reasonable question.
If there were an independent arbiter his or her opinion
could be sought regarding whether a question is
reasonable and sensible, but Victoria does not have that
arrangement.
Hon. Bill Forwood - It is a pattern. If you had two
questions on publications they would be answered, but
if there were 250 questions the response would be
different.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not think it is
simply a matter of the number of questions. It concerns
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the nature of the questions and whether reasonable
information could conceivably be garnered from it.
I can understand that some of the trivial questions may
well not fall into that category. Sometimes when the
opposition has asked fairly general but probing
questions ministers have been very reluctant to answer
them. They have simply used the excuse that the
question cannot be answered, either because it is too
hard to put all the information together, it is commercial
in confidence, or a whole range of reasons. For
example, over the years I have asked a number of
questions about Workcover. Getting answers to some
of the questions is like pulling teeth. Sometimes even
the minister has trouble getting the answer to the
questions, let alone me.

The whole question of accountability should not be
submerged as a result of people who mayor may not
have used the system. Questions on notice are an
important accountability mechanism and should not be
abused by the questioner or the minister providing the
answer. If the house has agreement at least on that
point, the debate may go a bit further.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
will make a brief contribution in response to the
Honourable Theo Theophanous. The Honourable Bill
Forwood said the government understands that
questions on notice are an important mechanism and a
source of information. I want to conclude that aspect of
the debate in a positive way. However, I do not want
the debate to proceed without pointing out that the
abuse of any process will always attract a response.
Earlier in the session there seemed to be a gloating
competition going on among members of the
opposition as to who would ask the 1000th question.
Hon. Pat Power intexjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - It was not you,
Mr Power. Some of your colleagues were openly
gloating and handing in endless questions. As
Mr Forward said, when one reads the questions it is
clear that the process is becoming a game for the
opposition. The resources required to answer questions
on notice are considerable. Prior to coming to this place
I worked for three years at the Rural Finance
COIporation. Two senior officers spent three days
trying to collate the information requested in a single
question on notice. The outcome was to be a single
press release from the questioner's electorate. As I said,
two senior officers spent three days going through
endless files trying to track the information. That is not
cheap for the taxpayers of Victoria
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In opposition as in government the coalition has a good
record When in opposition it became frustrated that
questions on notice were totally ignored for the life of a
Parliament. That lack of response led to the then
opposition trying to introduce discipline in the form of
the 30-day rule. I acknowledge Mr Theophanous's
point that the then ministers in this house sought to
respond to the spirit of the rule but, as he knows, some,
but not all, of his colleagues in another place treated
this house with utter contempt.

different people in the papers office, some of whom
have now moved on to face different challenges. I have
found a high level of sympathetic support and enjoyed
rapid responses to my requests of the papers office
staff, making my task as shadow minister that much
easier. The staff of the papers office are always
prepared to liase with the Clerks about the preparation
of committee amendments and reasoned amendments
to ensure that my intentions are reflected in the words
used

The record will show that coalition ministers have
sought to honour that convention and to put enormous
effort into ensuring that the spirit of the 30-day rule is
complied with. However, over the past couple of years
questions on notice have been trivialised

I express my appreciation, as I am sure would other
honourable members, to the housekeeper and
attendants. They understand the kinds of pressures and
strains imposed on members of Parliament. All my
requests over the years about assistance, about being
pointed in the right direction or about having an issue
resolved have been met extremely well.

The opposition says it wants a return to the true spirit of
questions on notice - namely, that one requests
information that cannot be obtained from other
avenues. Although much of the information sought in
questions on notice is readily available in annual reports
and other places, resources must still be used to collect
it. If the opposition wants to use questions on notice
sensibly and practically, the government will respond
accordingly. If it continues to trivialise questions on
notice the government will also respond accordingly.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I understand that
I am the last speaker on the parliamentary appropriation
bill. I am delighted to do so because I want to underline
the importance and success of the institution of
Parliament, notwithstanding strongly held views that
people might have about sitting hours and so on.
Parliament is a great institution because of the people
who work for it. From my experience, workplaces,
organisations and institutions with which I have been
associated are only as good as the people who make
them up. I emphasise that opposition members
particularly are indeed fortunate to have a whole array
of committed and skilled staff working for them.
I do not make the following comments to embarrass
anybody. However, I want to mention those whom I
regard as being the key to the smooth running of
Parliament. In this house the Clerks and the Usher of
the Black Rod play important roles, not only to
individual members but for the chamber as the business
of the day is dealt with in an orderly manner. The
Clerks and the usher bring significant experience to the
chamber. Without that high level of expertise members
individually and the chamber would struggle. I record
my personal appreciation for their work.
The papers office offers the same expertise. During my
years in Parliament I have dealt with a number of

Since I have been a member of this place I have had the
pleasure of being a member of the all-party Economic
Development Committee. I had no prior knowledge of
the parliamentary committee process prior to my
election to Parliament. It has been one of the most
valuable experiences I have enjoyed as a member of
Parliament, not only because one gets to know
honourable members from both sides of the chamber in
a fraternal way, especially members of the Economic
Development Committee, but because of the way
members of the committee can generate work from
which a government can make progress.
I recall the first reference to that committee was
collusive tendering and work practices in the building
industry, which presented a challenge to members of
the opposition. But we worked through it cooperatively
and fraternally under the chairmanship of the
Honourable Gerald Ash.man. During that inquiry the
committee recognised the need for a minority report
which was declared early in its deliberations. All
members of the committee understood as they worked
through the process that there would be agreement on
certain recommendations, disagreement on others and,
consequently, that a minority report would flow.
I express my disappointment about the two minority
reports produced for the recent inquiry into national
broadcasting. I make no judgment about the reasons
why honourable members would want to prepare
minority reports, but it should have been done in a way
that did not entrap the committee in the way it did I
fully support the comments of the President about the
unfortunate handling of that report. Parliamentary
committees are only as good as the parliamentarians
who comprise them. Honourable members must
demonstrate to Victorians that they treat references
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seriously, and that they will work through them
honestly, cooperatively and fraternally. I have no
difficulty with any member of the Economic
Development Committee feeling the need to make a
minority report, but it ought to be done in a way that
enables Parliament and members of the community
interested in those references to appreciate that the
inquiry was conducted in an acceptable way.
Mr Acting President, when you tabled the report on
national broadcasting you paid tribute to the secretariat
staff of the committee. I am sure honourable members
would acknowledge the importance of having a
committed and skilled secretariat The Economic
Development Committee has been fortunate in having
an executive officer, research assistants and other staff
who have left no stone unturned to ensure members of
the committee have been provided with whatever
resources, support, reminders and provocations might
have been necessary for their deliberations to be
productive and well measured. I record my appreciation
of the current members of the secretariat and also those
who served it previously.

The Department of Parliamentary Library is an area of
interest to me. I have been fortunate to have been a
member of the Library Committee since I was elected
to the house in 1992. Some of my colleagues do not
understand the seriousness and importance of the
deliberations of the committee, but I will come to that
later. The parliamentary library has an outstanding team
of professionals, led by Bruce Davidson and Gail
Dunston. The skill level and capacity of the library staff
has increased significantly. Whenever I ask for
assistance, whether it is simple or complicated, I get
nothing other than a friendly and supportive response.
The assistance and skill provided by the library staff in
assisting with contributions and work as a shadow
minister cannot be underestimated. I record my
appreciation of their efforts.
The Department of Parliamentary Debates is a
department of the Parliament that does the most to
make honourable members look good. In relation to
recording our contributions in this chamber, Hansard
staff do an excellent job in what honourable members
would acknowledge as almost impossible
circumstances because of some of the issues debated in
the house, the intetjections of honourable members and
the noise levels. It must be a difficult task for them. The
proofs members receive reflect the contribution of the
staff of the Department of Parliamentary Debates in
ensuring those people in the community who read
Hansard are able to understand what honourable
members are attempting to say.
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HoD. R. M. HaIlam - They turn out some very
good speeches for us!
HoD. PAT POWER - Absolutely. Carolyn
Williams, her predecessor Eric Woodward, and all the
staff worlring in parliamentary debates deserve our
applause.
The Department of Parliamentary Services is one
section of the Parliament that has faced enormous
change. The former House Committee was nothing like
parliamentary services as we know it today. Significant
changes have been introduced and bedded down under
the leadership of Christine Haydon. I am aware that
some of the changes have created significant tensions,
not just in electorate offices, but across staff working in
the Parliament.
It is important that people interested in people
management use their time and contacts to encourage
those involved to ensure the changes are brought about
in a constructive and sensitive way. The technology
introduced into Parliament in recent years is nothing
short of outstanding. The Victorian Parliament's use of
technology, including the use of it by honourable
members and the way we are committed to making
publicly accessible all the documentation from this
place, probably makes it a world leader. The Presiding
Officers - Mr President, Mr Speaker and former
Speaker Delzoppo - deserve our congratulations.
Through their leadership and courage - I do not mean
that in any derogatory way - they have shown their
commitment to getting technology into place.
The resources that members have and use are now
being exemplified by the Honourable Ron Bowden's
use of a notebook computer in the chamber. That is
fantastic.
The facilities in our electorate offices mean we can be
connected to worldwide information about anything on
which we may wish to speak. We become more
effective parliamentarians because of that facility. The
issue of effectiveness shows why the move to new
technology should be welcomed so strongly.
Parliamentarians are good when they are good
representatives of their local representatives and when
they are good or effective members of an opposition or
government. I have not the slightest doubt that the way
technology has been implemented and the
determination to make it as user friendly as possible has
led to my improved skill levels. I am sure that would be
true of others.
In relation to the Department of Parliamentary Services,
I pay credit to those who work in the maintenance and
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gardening areas. Parliament House and its grounds are
part of Melbourne's treasure of public buildings. The
number of people who visit this building and perhaps
discover for the first time its fantastic grounds
understandably pay credit to those people who work to
ensure that the lawns, gardens and associated areas are
kept to a high standard Those people involved in
outdoor maintenance do a fantastic job.
I wish to comment about the dining room, which is
often referred to disparagingly. I have never had a bad
meal in the dining room. I am confident in
recommending the meals to anybody who may
contemplate eating there. Yes, it may well be true that
the food in the dining room is not what you would get
in a four-star or five-star hotel, but that is not my
preference anyhow. Those who want the sort of service
you would normally get in a four-star or five-star hotel
are welcome to walk down the street and enjoy that
kind of service.
The other wonderful thing about the parliamentary
dining room is the way in which it is now involved in
providing training and work experience to young
people who are contemplating careers in hospitality and
catering. Often the corridor is a real beehive, not
necessarily because it is full of parliamentarians, staff
or visitors but because it appears that a significant
number of incredibly energetic and enthusiastic young
people are seeking to make the best of their experience
there.
I am sorry that Mr President is otherwise occupied
because I want to pay respect to the role he has played.
Speaking from an opposition perspective, Mr President
has been supportive and understanding of the
difficulties and idiosyncrasies that exist on this side of
the house. I am sure that without his patience, guidance
and sometimes his tolerance, opposition members
would have been in significant difficulties.
Previously I mentioned the leadership Mr President,
Mr Speaker and the former Speaker have played not
only in relation to dragging this Parliament
technologically into the next century but in emphasising
the accessibility and openness of Parliament as a public
building. All parliamentarians should support and
applaud the way in which the former Speaker and the
present Speaker and President have left no stone
unturned to ensure that the community feels able to
visit the building and some of the incredibly beautiful
rooms in Parliament House. So successful have they
been that I understand open days scheduled for this
building now provide crowd~ontrol challenges, so
large is the number of people who seek to visit
Parliament House.
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Personally - and I emphasise that because my party
has a different view - I applaud the commitment of
especially the President to have this Parliament building
completed.. Firstly, I believe taxpayer-funded resources
spent on a public building of this nature are an
investment in the community's future. Secondly,
although some of the workstations or offices that
members use are less than satisfactory we need to
acknowledge the fact that many of the staff in this
building work in office space that would not be
tolerated in the open market.
I said on another occasion that the Honourable Peter
Staples, the former federal member for Jagajaga,
expressed the view that although he had reservations
about certain excesses, the millions of dollars spent on
the new federal Parliament building had made federal
Parliament a better place. Now it has facilities for
ministers or shadow ministers to meet people in
relatively confidential circumstances, which delegations
often need.
Were this building to be completed it would be a better
place for parliamentarians. It would certainly be a much
better place for the staff who work here in such a
committed and skilled manner, and it would be a better
place for the community to visit. The building's
completion would be a win-win situation. As a member
of the opposition I acknowledge and support its policy
commitment to allocate that money towards supporting
and reinvigorating rural Victoria
I conclude on those points. The budget is an absolutely
vital document for the community at large, but the
parliamentary appropriation legislation is an allocation
that means Parliament as an institution can continue to
serve the Victorian community effectively. The
Legislative Council is often denigrated by people in my
party; and that may well be true of people in other
parties. That is unfortunate. I would be more than
happy to see the Legislative Council abolished because
I do not think a state Parliament needs an upper house.
But for so long as this house exists, all parliamentarians
should understand how important it is in debating
issues and as a forum to put forward alternate policy
views.
I suspect that some of the debates reported in this
chamber have much more community merit than those
in the other place. They might have less political merit
because they are not as adversarial and tough; but given
the information people in the community can glean
from parliamentarians' views on major issues, I suspect
the speeches reported here are very important.
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With those words I welcome the parliamentary
appropriation and trust that in successive years
governments of whatever political persuasion will
ensure that appropriations for Parliament are sufficient
to provide the resources and support that are necessary
for the house to continue to be effective.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

CO~ONWEALTHPLACES~OR

TAXES ADMINISTRATION) BILL
Introduction and first reading

Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to implement arrangements
agreed between Victoria and the commonwealth to
ensure the continuation of appropriate taxation
arrangements in respect of commonwealth places in
Victoria These include airports and office buildings
acquired by the commonwealth for a public purpose.
The federal Treasurer announced details of this scheme
in a press release on 6 October 1997.
The need for the scheme arose from the 1996 decision
of the High Court in Allders International v.
Commissioner o/State Revenue (Vic) that stamp duty
on a shop lease at Tullamarine AiIport was invalid, due
to the commonwealth's exclusive power under
section 52(i) of the constitution to make laws with
respect to commonwealth places. Section 52(i) provides
that the commonwealth has exclusive power to legislate
with respect to all places acquired by the
commonwealth for public purposes - that is,
commonwealth places. The court determined that the
effect of section 52(i) is that any state law, including a
taxation law, that can be characterised as a law with
respect to a commonwealth place is, to that extent,
inapplicable in commonwealth places in the state.

Thursday, 27 May 1999

The decision has important ramifications for state
revenue as, in addition to stamp duty on leases of the
type considered in the Allders case, it is possible that
other taxes imposed by states might similarly be placed
at risk to the extent that the taxes affect persons,
property or things done at commonwealth places. The
court's decision also opens up the possibility of
potential tax havens being created at commonwealth
places.
At the request of the states, the commonwealth in April
1998 enacted a package of legislation to give effect to a
scheme to protect the states' revenue. The package
includes the Commonwealth Places (Mirror Taxes) Act
1998 - from here on referred to as the commonwealth
act - which applies state laws concerning stamp
duties, payroll tax, financial institutions duty and debits
tax to commonwealth places in the state, to the extent to
which the state taxing laws might be placed at risk
because of section 52(i).
The effect of the commonwealth act is that the state
taxing laws are applied and operate in commonwealth
places as laws of the commonwealth. The state taxing
laws as so applied are referred to as the applied laws.
Victoria will obtain the benefit of the commonwealth
act only after an arrangement is entered into, as referred
to in the commonwealth act, between the
Governor-General and the Governor. The arrangement,
in turn, cannot be entered into until this bill is enacted.
When such an arrangement has been entered into, the
applied laws are deemed, by section 6 of the
commonwealth act, to have always applied in
commonwealth places in Victoria, but not so as to
require payment of any amount due for payment prior
to 6 October 1997. Where the operation of the state
taxing law is likely to be excluded because of
section 52(i), the corresponding applied laws will
apply. The commonwealth has also enacted the
windfhll gains legislation, which attempts to protect
states against refund claims for periods prior to
6 October 1997 by imposing a 100 per cent tax on such
claims.
It is intended that from a taxpayer's perspective the
operation of these new arrangements is to be as
seamless as possible. That is, the combined liability of a
taxpayer under both the state taxing law and the
corresponding applied law relating to commonwealth
places is intended to be as close as possible to the
taxpayer's liability under the state law if the state law
applied to all places in Victoria, including
commonwealth places. In particular, there is intended to
be no double taxation and taxpayers should not be able
to obtain two exemption thresholds, concessions or
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exemptions. To avoid taxpayers having to apportion
their payments between Victoria and the
commonwealth, appropriate arrangements will be made
for estimates to occur. Further, administrative
requirements will not be replicated for the state
jurisdiction and the commonwealth place. In these
ways, taxpayer compliance costs under the new
legislation will be minimised.
The commonwealth act enables the making of
Treasurer's notices by the relevant state Treasurer to
modify the applied laws to provide for any adjustments
that may be required where a taxpayer has a liability
under both a state taxing law and the corresponding
applied law. The State Revenue Office will collect the
commonwealth taxes imposed under the applied laws
and credit the taxes collected to the commonwealth,
which will then return an equivalent amount to the state
in the form of a statutory payment provided for under
the commonwealth act.

has been introduced into the Western Australian
Parliament. It is expected that all other states will
shortly do likewise and that all states will have their
legislation in place by I July 1999.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion ofHon.M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until next day.

APPROPRIATION (1999/2000) BILL and
BUDGET PAPERS, 1999-2000
Concurrent debate
Debate resumed from 26 May; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) and
Hon. R. M. HALLAM's motion:
That the Council take note of the budget papers, 1999-2000.

This bill complements the provisions of the
commonwealth act and seeks to put in place the
necessary legislative support for the proposed
administrative arrangements to ensure that the applied
laws imposed by the commonwealth in respect of
commonwealth places in Victoria can be administered
in the seamless manner intended.

Hoo. R. A. BEST (North Western) - It gives me
great pleasure to support the 1999-2000 budget It is a
fantastic document that demonstrates the Treasurer's
ability to consider Victoria's long-term interests ahead
of popular politics.

At a broad level, the bill provides for:

As members of the government, particularly Premier
Kennett have always said, the government has set three
timetables, concluding in 2001, 2011 and 2050.

an arrangement to be entered into by the state
Governor with the Governor-General to provide for
the administration of the commonwealth applied
Jaws by state authorities;
empowerment of state authorities to exercise or
perform all necessary powers and functions for the
commonwealth when administering the
commonwealth applied laws;
the situation where a place becomes a
commonwealth place or ceases to be a
commonwealth place;
other validation and saving provisions; and
amendments to particular state taxing laws to enable
them to operate seamlessly in conjunction with the
applied laws.
I emphasise that this bill imposes no additional tax
burden on the people of Victoria It merely protects the
level of revenue that the state received prior to the High
Court's Allders decision. Similar legislation in relation
to this scheme has already been enacted by New South
Wales and passed by the Tasmanian Parliament, and

While honourable members saw reforms during the
early period of the coalition's time in power, as the
Treasurer duly recognises, now for the first time the
austerity measures that have been applied to the state's
financial situation can at last be relaxed. The
partnership between Premier Kennett and Treasurer
StockdaIe will be remembered for the rebuilding of the
Victorian economy during the 1990s.
The budget builds on the government's blueprint for a
strong and positive future with new spending and
capital works initiatives that are for the first time fully
funded. With Victoria's fifth consecutive budget
surplus, Victoria's finances are in excellent order. One
need only look at debt levels to recognise the health and
vibrancy of the Victorian economy. State debt has been
reduced to $6.1 billion, which combined with the
lowest inflation rate of any state provides a backdrop
for true optimism in the community. Retail turnover,
consumer confidence, new car sales and non -residential
construction are all increasing, and a very positive
atmosphere exists in the small business sector.
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The most pleasing thing for me is that this is a budget
for the bush. Honourable members know that 28 per
cent of Victoria's population resides outside the
metropolitan area, yet 36 per cent of the budget's
capital works expenditure is allocated to country
Victoria

parents enjoying the celebrations associated with the
announcement of the funding.

It is pleasing to see headlines such as appeared in the
Bendigo Advertiser of 5 May this year. Honourable
members have heard me say it is a forthright newspaper
that applies enormous scrutiny to governments of all
persuasions, whether they be Labor, Liberal, federal or
state. The headline is, 'Bush wins out.' I will read the
:first couple of paragraphs and then a small side column,
because I am sure honourable members will find them
of interest, particularly Mr Power. The article states:

The Honourable Barry Bishop announced funding of
$700 000 for the Mildura Special Development School.
That is another example of the money that has been
allocated to education facilities throughout North
Western Province for small schools such as those at
Spring Gully, Maiden Gully, Strathfieldsaye,
Camp Hill, Big Hill, and a number of others. They have
all been the beneficiaries of capital works funding to
enhance the facilities in which children are taught

Yesterday's Victorian budget was billed as the budget for the
country as 28 per cent of the population picked up 36 per cent
of the funding for health, education and justice.

I am delighted to announce funding for minor capital
works for kindergartens in Castlemaine, Merbein,
Mildura West and South Castlemaine, a number of
preschools in the small country areas of Millena and
Neanger in Bendigo, and a play centre at Underbool. It
is sometimes difficult for small entities to access capital
works funding, and it is fantastic that the government
has provided funding to assist those facilities.

Rural and regional Victoria were high on the government's
agenda, and would receive more than a third of the capital
worlcs money allocated for those areas, Treasurer Alan
Stockdale said.

Under the headline 'So when's the election?' the side
column associated with the article states:
After relaxing the purse strings for yesterday's state budget,
Treasurer Alan Stockdale denied it was put together as a
vote-winning exercise.

That really is the issue. As I said in my opening
comments, the government has never denied the
agenda - the three dates that are indelibly imprinted
on the minds of nearly every member of this house are
2001,2011 and 2050. The policies and reform agendas,
including the privatisation agenda, have been put in
place to ensure the restoration of the state's AAA credit
rating. That has been done, and it has resulted in
$1 billion in savings, which would otherwise have been
paid in interest, being used for capital works.
I was delighted to visit the Lockwood Primary School,
a very small school in my electorate, to announce a
$1.238 million capital works grant that is to be spent on
the staff administration area, five general purpose
classrooms, the library, toilet facilities and site works. I
have worked closely with the principal, Steve Paton,
who is doing a fantastic job at the school and in the
community, and with one of the teachers at the school
a chap called Malcolm Hall, the brother of my
,
parliamentary colleague the Honourable Peter Hall.
Malcolm has taught in a classroom that dates back to
the 1950s, and I am delighted that the school will
receive money for an upgrade. It has doubled in size,
and it is totally fitting that money should be allocated to
that school. I was delighted to be among the pupils and

Some $1.5 million has been made available to Huntly
Primary School for a mUltipurpose room, classrooms,
administration area, library, toilets and canteen.

In the tertiary education sector, over the past few years
the Bendigo Regional Institute of Technology (BRIT)
has been enormously successful in attracting funding. It
relocated from its original site and consolidated on the
old saleyards site in Strickland Road some of the
facilities that were spread around Bendigo. Stages 2, 3
and 4 are now being developed. It will be a centre of
excellence for TAFE. I visited there recently and was
delighted to learn that together with la Trobe
University and the senior secondary colleges in
Bendigo the institute is competing for overseas students
and attracting many of those students to Bendigo. The
three levels of education have worked cooperatively to
put Bendigo on the map as a place of learning in
Victoria Not all the students from the 123 nationalities
represented at the Bendigo TAFE are from overseas;
many of them reside in and around Bendigo.
That 123 nationalities are represented by students
attending the institute is an acknowledgment of
Victoria's multiculturalism. Ron Smith, the director of
BRIT, is to be congratulated Not only has the Bendigo
catchment been expanded, but the institute also
provides courses to other centres.
I am delighted to acknowledge the budget allocation of
$250 000 for IT installation and upgrading, including
cabling and equipment, to Castlemaine, Echuca,
Kerang, Kyneton and Maryborough. That will provide
central Victoria with the opportunity of advancing in
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the same way as many of the institutions in the
metropolitan area have been able to advance. A
$3.2 million upgrade will be carried out at the Echuca
campus. Funds are also being directed towards primary
and secondary schools and TAFE colleges. The
government is providing Bendigo with the opportunity
of becoming a centre of excellence through the
cooperation of secondary colleges, TAFE institutes and
universities to attract overseas students to the region.
There has been much conjecture in recent times and
many claims made about the role the government plays
with small hospitals in country Victoria On many
occasions I have worked with small hospitals to assist
them in restructuring so that they can access more
services and work cooperatively with their neighbours,
or to ensure that the services currently being provided
to their reducing populations meet the needs of their
communities.
It was a delight for me to announce a month ago that
the small township of Maidon will receive from the
government $2.8 million for the redevelopment of
residential aged care and hospital services. Part of the
$2.8 million will allow the hospital to meet the outcome
standards of the commonwealth Department of Health
and Aged Care, which have put enormous pressure on
many small hospitals. The allocation to this country
hospital is consistent with the $3 million the
government provided to Robinvale hospital, the
$3 million to Wycheproofhospital, and the $2.2 million
to Inglewood hospital last year. The government is
providing facilities in small country towns so that
residents will not be fearful of ageing and of having to
move to regional centres such as Bendigo. The
government is providing the facilities and the networks
so they can age gracefully in their local communities.
I refer also to the $40 million allocation to the Bendigo
Health Care Group. The government has made Bendigo
a centre of health excellence. It has redeveloped the
Bendigo Health Care Group as a fine example of the
government's providing the infrastructure and the extra
services that can be attracted to ensure that the
community can pull the drawbridge up at Bendigo and
reduce the flow of population to the metropolitan area.
Families who are, unfortunately, confronted with
illnesses will be assisted by being able to be treated in
Bendigo.
The following upgrades will be or have been provided
at the Bendigo hospital campus: a fifth operating
theatre; a new day-care procedures unit; inpatient
accommodation; remodelling of the mortuaIy area;
redevelopment of outpatients; allied health and
pharmacy areas; a new emergency services department;
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and construction of a new 20-bed inpatient mental
health unit Additionally, at the Anne Caudle Centre
provision has been made for a 10-bed independent
living unit, the construction of a 39-bed care unit, and
consolidation of the 60-bed inpatient rehabilitation. At
the Holdsworth Road campus a high-care nursing home
unit will be constructed Community mental health
services in Condon Street, Strathdale, will receive an
accommodation fit out It is part of the government's
responsibility to provide the capital works and the
physical structure for its health care services. However,
that is only part of the problem confronting
governments.
The government has also provided services that
previously were not able to be accessed in Bendigo.
Residents ofBendigo either went without the service or
travelled to the metropolitan area. Angiography is a
service that is now available at the Mount Alexander
Hospital for public patients. That is a fantastic outcome
because many people previously had to travel to the
metropolitan area to receive that service. Private
patients had been able to access that service but not
public patients.
I am delighted to have worked with the minister and the
Bendigo Health Care Group to locate radiotherapy
services at that centre. There has been a lot of mischief
in the newspapers about when the service will be
provided I know from first-hand experience through
constant contact with the minister of the difficulties that
have arisen in professional ranks to the location of this
service in Bendigo. However, it will happen and it is a
matter of the commonwealth government, in
association with the state government, working through
the bureaucracy to ensure that it is delivered as soon as
possible.
It is also important to be aware of the infrastructure
needed in many small country towns. As I said, the
government has a responsibility to provide
infrastructure needs. Some people say it is a community
service obligation. The government is meeting many of
those needs in schools and health services. Roads,
sewerage works and water quality also need to be
considered. Victoria needs better roads. Many country
roads were not built for the number of vehicles that are
now travelling on them. People in Bendigo appreciate
and understand the importance of the Calder Highway
as a major link to the metropolitan area. The Calder
Highway strategy was released by the Honourable Bill
Baxter when he was the Minister for Roads and Ports.
The government has been committed to funding the
upgrade of the Calder Highway for many years. It is
well known that it has become a road of national
importance (RONI), and state government money is
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now matched by the commonwealth government.
Major upgrades will be completed in the not-too-distant
future.
The new road through the Black Forest is about four
months ahead of schedule and due to be completed by
the end of this year. We are working on the Woodend
bypass, which is about 12 months away from being
completed, and planning is in process for the Harcourt
bypass, which is causing many people stress. Such
situations are difficult for members of Parliament. On
the one hand, the Shire of Mount Alexander, which has
a presence in Castlemaine, is pushing for the Calder
Highway to be directed closer to its township to assist
in the development of Castlemaine; on the other hand,
the fantastic horticultural industry in the Harcourt
Valley, which is a producer of fine apples, stresses its
needs. Vicroads is currently going through a difficult
process.
Most importantly, recently Mr Bishop and I made a
joint announcement introducing the north-west
transport study, which is vital for the future of northern
Victoria That needs to be acted on quickly. Members
would be aware of the huge explosion in the
agricultural and horticultural produce industry.
Members would also be conscious of a big shift away
from the grains industry, and with that has come a shift
from rail to road transport.
One of the most exciting potential developments is the
extraction of mineral sands south ofMildura. The
deposits are so large and the potential so great that
mineral sands could be extracted for the next 80 to
90 years. Recently a mineral sands conference was held
in the Mildura area, and Mr Bishop and I were alanned
at how active the representatives for the port of
Adelaide were. At the conference they were touting for
business in and around the Mildura area because we
had been lagging behind in our activity. They want the
mineral sands to be directed through their port.
That is of major concern to me because it has the
potential to divert many of the opportunities for freight
upgrade in rail and road transport in the northern area.
Unless we can consolidate our plan and go back to
miners and farmers with a coherent long-term plan and
freight strategy, we could be cutting off the top
north-western end of the electorate from freight
opportunities and seeing freight directed through the
port of Adelaide.
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sewerage to many of the small towns throughout central
Victoria at a uniform price. I attended a public meeting
in Maldon with my parliamentary colleague the
honourable member for Bendigo West in another place.
The initial costing for the community contribution put
forward by Coliban Water for connection to the
sewerage scheme was $4500. The state government had
been asked for assistance in accessing general
government money.
Fortunately, at the same time a project tender was
coming to fruition in Malmsbury. Because of the
innovation of the Malmsbury program the connection
fee in Malmsbury was only $1950. I am delighted that
small connection fee was the catalyst that led to
Coliban Water, after negotiations and discussions with
the government, the minister and local members,
applying a $1950 uniform connection fee across the
whole of the Coliban Water district.
Hon. Pat Power -It is almost a socialist initiative!
Hon. R. A. BEST - Almost, Mr Power. I am proud
to announce that yesterday, after a meeting with the
minister and representatives from the Grampians
Region Water Authority, together with the minister,
Mr Bishop and I were able to reach agreement with
Grampians Water that a $1950 connection fee should
apply to the townships of Minyip, Ouyen and
Hopetoun. The water authorities have responded to a
challenge. Appropriately, different towns talk across
boundaries. Despite one township being in Pyramid
Hill and another in Hopetoun or Moe, it is only
appropriate that a uniform charge be applied My
colleague Mr Bishop and I are absolutely delighted
with the outcome.
The issuing of water rights has led to growth, job
creation and export income expansion along the Murray
River. The initiative of legislating for the portability of
water rights has amazed everybody in the investment it
has attracted to many areas that were previously
marginal sheep and wheat country. The trading of water
rights has been a longstanding policy in the
Goulbum-Murrayarea, but recently there has been an
explosion in growth around the Robinvale area Many
honourable members would have heard me talk about
Rocky lamattinas and his wonderful operation at
Wemen. He has 2000 acres of carrots under spray
irrigation, servicing Sydney and metropolitan markets.
Hon. Pat Power - Everybody should see it.

The other issue I alluded to was sewerage
infrastructure. Unquestionably I have been delighted by
and proud of the work done by the Coliban Region
Water Authority. It has provided quality water and

Hon. R. A. BEST - Mr Power is right. Everybody
should see it. It was the catalyst that revolutionised

APPROPRIATION (199912000) Bll.L and BUDGET PAPERS, 1999-2000
Thursday, 27 May 1999

COUNCIL

many marketing opportunities in horticulture and,
particularly, fresh produce.
I take delight in noting that only three weeks ago a bill
concerning the First Mildura Irrigation Trust irrigation
area was debated, attaching water rights to
land-holdings. Previously farmers received a bulk
entitlement. I am sure that change will lead to greater
expansion. Following recent negotiations between
Coliban Water, the minister, Mr Bishop and me, rural
water users for the fl!St time will have water licences
attached to their properties and will benefit from the
associated trading opportunities. Many people in the
Coliban Water district have sat on water rights because
of a previous legal ruling that suggested they might not
have the same trading opportunities as other areas.
The other project causing enormous excitement for
those who represent the Mildura area is the creation of
the new Deakin irrigation district, which will see almost
a doubling of the irrigation area in Mildura. We are
working towards the establishment of a steering
committee that will oversee the creation of that new
project.
That highlights an issue of particular interest to my
colleague Mr Neil Lucas and me as members of the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee chaired by
Mr Forwood. The committee had the opportunity of
visiting Europe last year to look at environmental
accounting and reporting. After going through Europe
members were staggered at how important it is that
food be clean and green; that the source of supply be
acknowledged; and that the source of supply be
guaranteed. Mad cow disease in Britain sent tremors
through the entire European food industry. Australia
and New Zealand are uniquely placed to take advantage
of the opportunities that exist in guaranteeing export
income from European and other world markets.
It was distressing for me when my Labor opponents in
Bendigo, the Labor candidate for Bendigo East and
Bob Cameron, the honourable member for Bendigo
West in another place, vehemently opposed the
introduction of the catchment management levy. I took
the high moral ground, because I have seen the damage
caused elsewhere in the world Unless honourable
members do something to address the environmental
issues that confront them as representatives of
agricultural producers and custodians of regional
centres, they will be abrogating their responsibilities to
future generations.

Hon. Pat Power - They only opposed the
mechanism, not the need to address the issue.
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Hon. R. A. BEST - An article in the Bendigo
Advertiser clearly states the views ofMr Cameron. It
would be accurate to say his comments reflect political
opportunism.
To return to a previous issue, the North Central
Regional Catchment Management Authority, which is
chaired by Drew English, has one of the worst
catchments in the state. Something like 200 000 tonnes
of salt is tipped annually into the River Murray and its
waters vary from poor to very poor condition. Yet
residents have a responsibility to ensure that they pass
on the land in an appropriate form to future generations.
For some time the government has advocated
increasing export incomes. In 1992 Victoria's export
income from agricultural products was $2 billion. By
next year it will be $6 billion and by 2010 it will be
$12 billion. Although wine production, dairying and
horticulture are booming, some areas are struggling.
The government must be conscious of the need to assist
those areas that are struggling and have not necessarily
adapted to change. It is not always easy to
accommodate change; people are fearful of it. The
government has not been afraid of change. It has been
responsible for some of the largest changes ever made
in Victoria. I do not apologise for that because I have
seen the benefits of local government and water
industry restructures. I have seen the benefits associated
with the restructure of many health services. I have only
to look at the success of the Mallee Track to see how
many small providers have come together to provide
fantastic services to those in small communities.
The downturn in commodity prices has put the wool,
wheat and beef producers as well as many lamb
producers under threat Commodity prices have not
increased at the same rate as prices for imports, and that
is of major concern. Many farming units are getting
bigger, but Victoria is also experiencing regionalisation.
It is very important that people appreciate just how
quickly regional centres grow. An article in the Bendigo
Advertiser of 28 April states:
The 10th edition of the KPMG publication Population
Growth Ranking in Australia shows the Bendigo urban area,
which covers the central city and parts of Eag1ehawk,
Strathfieldsaye and Kangaroo Flat., will grow from its current
popuJation of75 857 to 80 170 in seven years. The growth
rate of almost 6 per cent will make Bendigo the third fa.<;test
growing centre in Victoria, behind only Melbowne and
Mildura ...

Mildura is also in my electorate. Governments confront
many difficulties when providing infrastructure and
services to accommodate the needs of small towns as
their populations drift to the larger regional centres such
as Mildura and Bendigo. One sees smaller populations
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drifting either north or south to the regional centres.
The government must focus on how it will assist the
small centres to become competitive with regional
centres around the state.
Two good examples of recent infrastructure assistance
are the sewering of Mortlake and the supply of quality
water to Nagambie. Clark Pies was considering leaving
Mortlake to relocate in Geelong, Warrnambool or
another regional centre. Clark Pies picked up a large
component of the costs associated with the
establishment of the sewerage system. The government
has ensured that work will be available in that regional
centre. That is very important for a township such as
Mortlake. It is also consistent with what has occurred in
Nagambie. The lake water was probably best described
as being the colour of coffee; it was very ordinary by
anybody's standards. However, Nagambie now has a
world-health quality water system. Eatmore Poultry has
established a $10 million factory in Nagambie which
employs many local people.
It is not necessary to throw money at regional
development projects to encourage companies to locate
in specific sites; the government just needs to provide
infrastructure so that towns can compete on merit and
rely on their natural advantages to attract industry.
Finally, I turn to leadership. As I said, the Bendigo area
is well served by the amalgamated City of Greater
Bendigo. I pay tribute to the commissioners because
they did much of the groundwork that laid the
foundation for the expansion and growth that have
occurred in Bendigo. Megan Western, the first mayor,
Barry Ackerman and Maurie Sharkey are to be
congratulated. The expansion ofTAFE was the result
of moving the Livestock Exchange, which I remind my
colleague Mr Hartigan has now become the no. 1
sheep-selling centre in Australia
Bendigo has also seen the expansion of its arts precinct
in View Street That magnificent facility has fortunately
captured the imagination of the Premier, who has
personally assisted its growth. The once stagnant Lake
Weroona, into which water drained from the old
saleyards site, has been upgraded, along with its
catchment and water system. It is now a fantastic area
with a new boardwalk, a cafe and a kids' playing area.
Bendigo has leading schools such as the Bendigo
Senior Secondary College, whose principal Ron Lake is
an outstanding educator, private schools such as Girton
Grammar School, and fantastic Catholic colleges. As I
said earlier, about $40 million was allocated to health
care groups in the Bendigo region. In addition to its
strength in the education and health fields, $3.5 million
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was allocated for the construction of an athletic track at
the La Trobe University campus so that Bendigo will
have the opportunity of attracting pre-Olympic events
at which members of overseas Olympic athletic teams
can compete to become acclimatised to Australian
conditions.
It is rewarding when the local paper acknowledges
what the government has done to assist local
communities. On 7 May, the same day the Premier
visited Bendigo, the Bendigo Advertiser had a headline
'Bendigo surges' and a caption 'Where the money is
being spent in Greater Bendigo'. The article states:
Bendigo is experiencing a boom not seen since the gold rush
era, City of Greater Bendigo mayor Oaryl McClure said
yesterday.
Cr McClure said more than $150 million in major projects
were underway or about to begin in the city, not counting
ADI Bendigo's $200 million Bushmaster contract with the
Australian Army.

Money is being spent on both public and private
projects. Not only has the government allocated
significant funds but the private sector is demonstrating
its confidence in the Bendigo region by making
significant investments. After meeting with the city
councillors, the Premier issued a challenge. He said,
'Give me the plan for the next 10 years'. For some time
the Premier has taken a consistent approach. There are
three time frames - 2001,2010 and 2050. It is
incumbent on the leadership to ensure the state
positions itself so that communities can take their place
in the future development of Victoria.
The government has an obligation to manage change,
which does frighten some people. Some people
accommodate change more easily than others.
Governments will be judged on the success of the
changes it makes and the jobs it provides to ensure
young people do not leave regional centres such as
Bendigo because oflack of opportunities. Although
government members speak of the wonderful
achievements and attributes of the government and
opposition members negate many of the government's
achievements, the best judge, the third-party advocate if
you like, is generally the media Following the budget
presentation of Treasurer Stockdale, the Bendigo
Advertiser editorial of 5 May, under the heading
'Things do get better', states:
Imagine for a moment that you are back in the early 1980s
surrounded by a 15 per cent home mortgage, double-digit
inflation and unemployment
Now try to think what your reaction would have been then if
someone had told you the details of the 1999 state budget.
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News of a $66 million cash swplus, a reduction in the
much-criticised payroll tax - the third reduction in three
years - massive st2te debt reduction, extra spending on
health. education, youth programs and an extra 400 police
would have seemed improbable.

Motion agreed to.

Wrap the budget news in the broader national context of 1 per
cent inflation - last quarter was actually negative inflation,
or deflation - a national unemployment rate of around 8 per
cent, and mortgage rates under 6 per cent ... and you'd be
reaching for the calendar to check that it wasn't April I.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:

ADJOURNMENT

The 19905 have been a time of careful economic restructuring
for Australia generally and Victoria in particular.
At times it may have seemed that the public purse was being
slashed beyond reason, and perhaps in some instances it was.
But it would be a rare person who would argue that the
decade of frugality has not placed us in a strong position at
precisely the time at which we most need it
While neighbouring counnies are still trying to salvage the
wrecks of their own economies, and even the economic giant
of Japan has been forced to take remedial action, Australia
and Victoria are still strong.
We are now able to invest in infrastructure which will
continue to stand us in good stead over the next decade.
And we bet the once powerful nations of Asia would like to
be able to say that

The media is the judge and jury. It is not always kind to
governments, and it has taken the Kennett government
to task at different times, but it recognises that job
opportunities are increasing, growth is strong and that at
both ends of my electorate, Mildura and Bendigo,
things are progressing extremely well.
For the first time the budget has allocated infrastructure
spending to enable small towns to compete for the
investment dollar and capital works funding is being
provided for schools, hospitals and roads. The Premier
has maintained a timetable - 2001,2010 and 2050.
The government's policies are not populist policies but
policies to position the community to take advantage of
future growth in the economy. It gives me enormous
pleasure to support the budget.
Debate adjourned for Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne)
on motion of Hon. C. J. Hogg.
Debate adjourned until next day.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) -

move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday, I June,
at 10.00 am.

I

That the house do now adjourn.

Human Services: senior positions
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I ask the
Minister for Health to outline in general terms any
changes in the senior levels of the public service in the
northern region of the Department of Human Services.

Road safety: pilot vehicles
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I refer the
Minister for Roads and Ports to regulations affecting
the use of pilot vehicles accompanying
over-dimensional vehicles. I have been advised by
people operating in this sector that changes will be
made to the Road Safety (Vehicle) Regulations,
especially section 5 and the conditions document I am
also advised that despite the fact that representatives of
pilot vehicle drivers have been holding regular formal
and informal discussions with Vicroads on permit
vehicles and pilot operations, the issue of revised
regulations and the conditions document has never been
raised.
Despite the fact that the regulations came into effect as
of 1 May, only on 15 April did pilot vehicle drivers
become aware of them. They are particularly concerned
that in the revised arrangements no mention is made of
the requirement for night travel for vehicles of more
than 3.1 metres in width or 22 metres in length.
Vicroads has said the vehicles can travel safely without
a pilot vehicle being present. That decision was taken
without consultation with the sector. I share concerns
that the present practice could be dangerous and
expensive.
On behalf of the people who work in the pilot vehicle
driver industry I ask the minister to tell the house why
the changes were introduced without any consultation
with those involved. Is it possible for a moratorium to
be put in place until discussions can be held with the
operators and until the health and safety issues and the
financial implications can be properly examined?

Victorian Borrowers Association
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I direct to
the attention of the Minister for Health, representing the
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Minister for Housing in the other place, a meeting that
the Minister for Housing had on 4 June last year with
the Victorian Borrowers Association. The minister told
representatives of the association that the Home
Finance section of her department would not appeal and
would immediately implement any court decision in the
Allan v. Director a/Housing case that is now before the
courts. Will the minister and the government stand by
that commitment by not appealing and by
implementing the decision forthwith?

Barkly Street, Footscray: B-doubles
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I direct
a matter to the attention of the Minister for Roads and
Ports. A number of my constituents have recently
complained about B-double trucks using Barkly Street,
Footscray, which is a single-lane street. Barkly Street is
the main shopping and entertainment area of Footscray.
It is well known throughout Melbourne because of its
markets and Vietnamese restaurants.
The heavy trucks have significantly added to the noise,
pollution and traffic congestion in that part of
Footscray. They continue to use Barkly Street in
defiance of a heavy-traffic detour sign at the corner of
Moore and Barkly streets. A penalty of $165 can be
imposed on drivers of heavy vehicles using that route.
Will the minister investigate further measures that can
be taken to prevent heavy trucks from using Barkly

Street, Footscray? Will he alert Vicroads to the problem
and have it work with local police to punish offenders?

Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) The Honourable Caroline Hogg spoke about possible
changes to the northern regional office of the
Department of Human Services. As I understand it, the
regional director, Mr Des O'Shea, has said he wishes to
retire in the next few months. I understand also that
Ms Jan Collete, the deputy regional director, has
indicated a similar intention. Both officers have served
extraordinarily well. I knew Mr O'Shea well when he
was director of the Disability Services Division of my
department He performed well in that area.
No doubt the secretary of the department will seek
replacements for those officers as part of an ongoing
process to try to move the department fOlWard We
intend to ensure we continually attract good people to
administer a complex department.
Miss Gould directed a matter to the attention of the
Minister for Housing in the other place. The honourable
member sought the minister's undertaking about a
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commitment given to the borrowers association in a
meeting with its representatives in June last year. I will
pass on that request to the minister.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - On behalf of his union mates the Honourable
Pat Power directed to me a matter about pilot vehicles. I
will examine the matter and advise his union friends
about the current situation.

Mr Nguyen raised a matter about B-doubles using
Barkly Street, Footscray. He said they contribute to
pollution. I will give him the benefit of some research
in this matter and indicate that that is not the case. More
importantly, we are removing the likelihood of any
damage being caused by allowing the B-doubles to be
used on the road networks. The vehicle weight
distribution over the axles decreases the damage to the
roads; that is a real benefit. I do not disagree with the
point the honourable member makes.
Hon. S. M. Nguyen - But it is a residential street.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Mr Nguyen asserted that
B-doubles contributed to road damage. That is not
correct. The issue the honourable member raised also
concerned the route the trucks use through narrow
streets. I will go along with him on that point, but I will
not agree about the other aspect. I will provide
infofIIlation when I respond to Mr Nguyen about the
economic advantages to employees and businesses in
the use ofB-doubles. I will examine that matter.
However, on the face of it the council has a
responsibility for at least two of the roads mentioned. It
is the council's job to enforce those restrictions on
heavy vehicle routes. I will examine the road data and
give some details to the honourable member. I
acknowledge that we need to ensure the vehicles are
compatible with their use, particularly in narrow streets
that may have changed in their activities with the use of
strip shopping, which is unique to that city; we must
preserve that uniqueness. I will see what we can do
about the matter.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 6.09 p.m. until Tuesday, 1 June.
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Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporatedfrom the notice paper ofthe Legislative Council
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalfofthe appropriate ministers.
The portfolio ofthe minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Wednesday, 26 May 1999
Agriculture and Resources: Coliban Region Water Authority
2017. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the Honourable
the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the "Envirosafe Contract" of Coliban Water:
(a) Who was the winning tenderer.
(b) Was the winning tenderer on the original shortlist.

(c) Was there a selection panel for the tender; if so, what were the names originally placed on the shortlist
for further consideration.
(e) Did the selection panel make the final decision itself
ANSWER:

I am informed that no such contract has yet been entered into.

Finance: year 2000 advertisement
2020. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the one page
newspaper advertisement published on 26 November 1998 on the State Government's response to the
Millennium Bug and other activities of the Victorian Workcover Authority, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
A..~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: Legislative Assembly mouse pads
2022. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the Parliament of Victoria Legislative Assembly mouse
pads - (i) how many were produced; and (ii) what was the total cost.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Treasurer: gold exhibition pamphlet
2023. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Built on Gold: the Journey and Legacy 1852-1862 - Victoria's Gold
Exhibition pamphlet, what is the total cost of the pamphlet
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: multipurpose services pamphlet
2026. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
Multi Purpose Services: An Innovative Aged and Health Care Model for Rural Victoria, what was the total
cost of the pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria. The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: dental services pamphlet
2027. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
Changes to Public Dental Services, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.
A.NSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: Peoplefocus
2028. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the newsletter
Peoplefocus, how many issues have been produced since March 1996, indicating the date of each issue and
the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Health: patients' hospital charter pamphlet
2029. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
Private Patients' Hospital Charter, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
1bis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: hepatitis B pamphlet
2030. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
Prevent Hepatitis B, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: Housing VICtoria
2031. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the newsletter Housing Victoria, how many issues have been produced
since March 1996, indicating the date of each issue and the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: public health newsletter
2032. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the newsletter
National Public Health Partnership News, how many issues have been produced since March 1996,
indicating the date of each issue and the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Health: Healthfocus
2033. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the newsletter
Healthfocus, how many issues have been produced since March 1996, indicating the date of each issue and
the total cost of production.
~~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: family parenting and neighbourhood services newsletter
2034. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the newsletter Office ofthe Family Parenting
and Neighbourhood Services Unit, how many issues have been produced since March 1996, indicating the
date of each issue and the total cost of production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: streamlining assessment services consultation paper
2035. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the booklet
Towards a Stronger Pn"mary Health and Community Support System: Streamlining Assessment Services
Consultation Paper, what was the total cost of the booklet.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: primary health and community support system discussion paper
2036. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the booklet
Towards a Stronger Primary Health and Community Support System: A Discussion Paper, what was the
total cost of the booklet.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: breastfeeding guidelines
2037. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the booklet
Promoting Breastfoeding: Victorian Breastfoeding Guidelines - January 1998, what was the total cost of
the booklet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: intensive care review report
2038. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the booklet
Review o/Intensive Care in Victoria-Phase 1 report - July 1997, what was the total cost of the booklet.
Al~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: mental health service pamphlet
2039. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the pamphlet Services: Information About
Services for Families and Carers - Victoria's Mental Health Service, what was the total cost of the
pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Housing: bond loan scheme newsletter
2040. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the newsletter Housing Services Information: Bond Loan Scheme, what
was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Housing: services information newsletter
2041. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the newsletter Housing Services Information: Writing a Supporting
Letter, what was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria. The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: services information newsletter
2042. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the newsletter Housing Services Information: Paying Your Rent, what
was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Attorney-General: juvenile justice guidelines
2043. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the booklet Juvenile Justice Guidelines: Professional Supervision for
Staff-January 1997, what was the total cost of the booklet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
y outb and Community Services: health promotion booklet

2044. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the booklet Health Promotion Strategies for
Community Health Services: An Evidence-Based Planning Frameworkfor Nutrition, Physical Activity and
Healthy Weight - April 1998, what was the total cost of the booklet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.
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Aged Care: personal assistance call service booklet
2045. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
booklet The Victorian Personal Assistance Call Service VICPACS: Aged, Community and Mental HealthSeptember 1998, what was the total cost of the booklet.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: service integration and purchasing booklet
2046. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the booklet Service Integration and Purchasing:
Youth and F amity Services Redevelopment - June J998, what was the total cost of the booklet.
A.~SWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: health and community services booklet
2047. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the booklet Protection and Care: Health and
Community ServiCes, what was the total cost of the booklet.
ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Aged Care: mental health service delivery booklet
2048. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
booklet Victoria's Mental Health Service: The Framework for Service Delivery - Aged Persons Services,
what was the total cost of the booklet.
ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Youth and Community Services: rehabilitation booklet
2049. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the booklet Rehabilitation into the 2 Century:
A Visionfor Victoria -1997, what was the total cost of the booklet.

rr

ANSWER:

I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Industry, Science and Technology: export growth pamphlet
2050. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the pamphlet Achieve Growth Through Export: The Business Growth Initiative, what was the
total cost of the pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: review of dental acts booklet
2051. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the discussion
paper Review ofDentists Act 1972 and Dental Technicians Act 1972 -December 1997, what was the total
cost ofthe booklet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: fees for HACC services pamphlet
2052. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
Fees for HA CC Services, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: home care pamphlet
2053. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the pamphlet Beyond Specific Home Care:
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Future Directions for Home and Community Care Services to Children & Adults with a Disability and their
Carers - Executive Summary, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.

ANSWER:

I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Health: Centre for Grief Education pamphlet
2054. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
Centre for GriefEducation, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria. The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: carers' support pamphlet
2055. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the pamphlet Families and Carers: Supportfor
Families and Carers Victoria's Mental Health Service, what was the total cost of the pamphlet.
A.i'JSWER:

I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Youth and Community Services: adult day activities newsletter
2056. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the newsletter Future for Young Adults: Fees for
Adult Day Activities, what was the total cost of the newsletter.
MSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: grievance processes newsletter
2057. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the newsletter Future for Young Adults:
Grievance Processes, what was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: information newsletter
2058. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the newsletter Futurefor Young Adults:
Information Sheet Number 1, what was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Youth and Community Services: information newsletter
2059. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the newsletter Futurefor Young Adults:
Information Sheet Number 2, what was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: priority housing newsletter
2060. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the newsletter Housing Services Information: Priority Housing, what
was the total cost of the newsletter.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Outlook
2061. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What are the details of all issues
of Outlook produced since April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each
issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: Know your Rights advertising campaign
2062. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the advertising campaign Know Your Rights and You Can't Go
Wrong- (i) what is the total cost of the campaign; (ii) how much did the campaign cost for the 1997-98
financial year; and (iii) what is the campaign's budget for the 1998-99 financial year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: Know your Rights advertising campaign
2063. THE HO~. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What was the total cost of the advertisement Know Your Rights and You Can't Go
Wrong published on 6 December 1998.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Growing the Farm Business advertisements
2064. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Growing the Farm Business
advertisements published in Stock and Land, 26 November 1998, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Multicultural Affairs: Counting on Diversity
2065. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for IndustIy, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): What are the details of all issues of Counting on
Diversity produced since April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each
issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Multicultural Affairs: Multicultural Victoria
2066. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for IndustIy, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): What are the details of all issues of Multicultural
Victoria produced since April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each
issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Multicultural Affairs: postcard and teachers' information kit
2067. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): What are the details of all issues of IfI Could
Make a Di.Iforence - The Postcard Campaign Supported by the Victorian Multicultural Commission
Teachers 'Information Kit produced since April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii)

the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Industry, Science and Technology: Our Multicultural Advantage
2068. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
What are the details of all issues of Our Multicultural Advantage produced since April 1996, indicating(i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: Know your Rights advertising campaign
2069. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the newspaper advertisement, Know Your Rights and You Can't Go
Wrong, published on 13 December 1998, what was the total cost of this advertisement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: Know your Rights advertising campaign
2070. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the advertising campaign Know Your Rights and You Can't Go Wrong,
what was - (i) the total cost of the campaign for the 1997-98 financial year; and (ii) the campaign's total
budget for the 1998-99 financial year.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Housing: Know your Rights advertising campaign
2071. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the advertisement Know Your Rights and You Can't Go Wrong,
published on 18 December 1998, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: excellence awards pamphlet
2072. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the pamphlet
1998 Public Health and Development: Awards for Excellence and Innovation, what was the total cost of the
pamphlet.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: public health advertisement
2073. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the newspaper
advertisement "When We First Got Home I Had No Idea What I Was Doing", published on 17 December
1998, what was the total cost of this advertisement
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: harness racing advertisement
2074. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Nights olGlory: Wine and Dine Under
the Stars at Harness Racing, published on 18 December 1998, what was the total cost of this advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: Melbourne Serving Summer Live! advertisement
2075. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Melbourne Serving Summer
Live!, published on 18 December 1998, what was the total cost of this advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: City West Water advertisement
2076. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement City
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West Water: Proud To Serve The Community, published on 18 December 1998, what was the total cost of
this advertisement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Making a Difference newsletter
2077. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the newsletter
Making a difference, how many issues have been produced since March 1996, indicating the date of each
issue and the total cost of production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Canopy
2078. THE HON. M~ M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In respect of Parks Victoria's
Newsletter Canopy, what are the details of all issues produced since August 1998, indicating - (i) how
many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: VHA Report
2079. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of all issues of VHA Report produced since October
1998, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of
production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Health: VHA Report
2080. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the details of all
issues of VHA Report produced, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue;

and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Women's Affairs: two-year action plan publication
2081. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to the publication Women On The Move: Two Year Action
Planfor Women, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: Stopwatch News and Information bulletin
2082. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the

Minister for Planning and Local Government): What are the details of the Office of Major Projects'
Stopwatch N(M'S and Information bulletin, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of
each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Roads and Ports: Springfield and Middleborough roads vehicle use
2083. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In relation to daily

vehicle use of Springfield Road east of Middleborough Road - (i) does Vicroads have any information on
the amount of daily vehicle use on this road; and (ii) what change, if any, has occurred since the opening of
the Eastern Freeway extension.
ANSWER:
(i) & (ii) There was a reduction of approximately (21.7%) a day since the opening of the Eastern Freeway

extension.
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Premier: Victoria - On the Move
2084. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the Spring 1998 issue of Victoria - On The Move, what was
the total cost of the bulletin.
A..l'JSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Education: Schools ofthe Future Victorian School News
2085. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What are the details of all issues of the Schools o/the Future Victorian School News
produced since 19 February 1998, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each
issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
A..'\'SWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Discovery -

Victoria's Earth Resources Journal

2086. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of the Discovery: Victoria's
Earth Resources Journal bulletin since 1 April 1996, indicating- (i) how many issues were produced; (ii)
the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: Australia Day Update
2087. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of issues 1,2,3 and 4 of the Australia Day Update,
indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of
production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

QUFSTIONS ON NOTICE

COUNCIL

912

Wednesday, 26 May 1999

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water Corporation newsletter
2088. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of the issues of Mainstream:
The Newsletter o/Melbourne Water Corporation, since October 1998, indicating- (i) how many issues
were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Victorian Parenting Centre News
2089. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of the Victorian Parenting
Centre Nel-Vs, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total
cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Information Technology and Multimedia: Converge Multimedia Victoria 21
2090. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Information Technology and Multimedia): What are the details of issue
5 of Converge Multimedia Victoria 21 newsletter, indicating the - (i) date; and (ii) total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: Active State
2091. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): What are the details of the Active State publication since 30 June 1998, indicating(i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: Howman's Gap - Alpine Centre newsletter
2092. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the pamphlet Bowman's Gap: Alpine Centre, what was the cost of
production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: newsletter reader survey
2093. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the pamphlet the Sport and Recreation Victoria Active State Newsletter
Reader Survey, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: rural Christmas market pamphlet
2094. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the pamphlet Rural Christmas Market on Collins Street,
what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Arts: Proactive
2095. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): What are the details of issues 1 to 17 of PROACTIVE
newsletter, indicating for each issue the - (i) date; and (ii) total cost of production.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Industry, Science and Technology: export growth pamphlet
2096. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the pamphlet Achieve Growth Through EXPORT - The Business Growth Initiative Victoria's Business Programs, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: riverside park draft concept plan booklet
2097. THE HON. M. M. GOl"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the booklet Melbourne's nelV riverside park draft concept
plan, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Premier: Thank you Victoria advertisement
2098. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the advertisement Thank you Victoria published on
17 October 1998, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: Nights of Glory advertising campaign
2099. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the 1998-99 advertising campaign Nights o/Glory, what was the total
cost of the campaign.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Industry, Science and Technology: year 2000 advertisement
2100. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Indusny, Science and Technology:
In relation to the advertisement The Millennium Bug- Get Your Business Ready published on 12 February
1999, what was the total cost of this advertisement
A..l'JSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: workplace injury advertisements
2102. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
newspaper advertisements published on 25 February 1999 titled The War Is On Against Workplace Injuries,
Workcover Ad Wins Top Award, Workcover's New Field Force and Companies Fined For Safoty Breaches,
what was the total cost of these advertisements.
A..'\'SWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Aged Care: Senior Citizens Week booklet
2103. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
Program Events Bookletfor Senior Citizens Week, March 1999, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria. The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: Turning the Tide update
2104. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the Turning
the Tide Update, Issue 2 February 1999, what was the total cost of production.
A.l'JSWER:
I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Discovery: Victoria's Earth Resources Journal
2105. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the February 1999 issue of
Discovery: Victoria's Earth Resources Journal, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Get a Life publication
2106. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of all issues of Get A Life: All
the Stuff You Need to Know, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue;
and (iii) the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: Department of Infrastructure video
2107. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to the Department of Infrastructure video From
Doughnut City to Cafe SOCiety, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: Information Victoria newsletter
2108. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the Information Victoria Update: The Information Victoria
Newsletter, Issues 36 and 37, what was the total cost of production.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 26 May 1999

COUNCIL

917

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: multicultural newsletter
2109. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation the Multieulrural Victoria '99 - Building On Our Combined
Strengths calendar, what was the total cost of production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that this publication is not the responsibility of the Premier.

Police and Emergency Services: Vicsafe Start youth sport publication
2110. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the Vicsafo Start Youth Sport
Role Model Program Application Guidelines for 1999, what was the total cost of this production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: industrial waste publication
2111. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the publication
Industrial Waste Strategy: Zeroing in on Waste - Pathways to Cleaner Production/or Victorian Industries,
what was the total cost of production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: business plan overview publication
2112. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the publication Sport and Recreation Victoria 1998-99 Business Plan
Overview - The Sporting Capital, The Active State, what was the total cost of production.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Information Technology and Multimedia: Converge Multimedia Victoria 21
2113. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Information Technology and Multimedia): In relation to Issue 5 of
Converge Multimedia Victoria 21, what was the total cost of production.
A~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quarterly
2114. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to Issue 19 of the Agenda 21 Quarterly, what was
the total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Canopy
2115. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to Issues 4 and 5 of
Canopy, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: competitive tendering publication
2116. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to the Minister's Report on the Fourth Year of
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CCT - December 1998 - Competitive Tenden·ng: Competition and Quality Services, what was the total

cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: Stopwatch News and Information bulletin
2117. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to Issues 1 to 7 of the Office of Major Projects'
Stopwatch News and Information bulletin, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Treasurer: Energy Efficiency Victoria News newsletter
2118. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to Issue 3 of the Energy Efficiency Victoria News newsletter, what was the total cost
of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: MCG News newsletter
2119. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to Issues 1 to 6 of the MCG News newsletter, what was the total
cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Women's Affairs: Women's Web booklet
2120. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): What are the details of the In Women's Interest: Women's Web booklet
produced, indicating - (i) how many issues have been produced since April 1996; (ii) the date of each
issue; and (iii) the total cost of production.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: mental health exercise campaign
2121. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the Hard at it:
For total well-being exercise your mental health campaign, what was the total cost of the campaign.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Industry, Science and Technology: Australia's best business address advertisement
2124. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the newspaper advertisement ~'.business.vic.gov.au: Australia's best business address

published on 3, 4, 6, 8 and 10 March 1999, what was the total cost of these advertisements.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tourism: grand pm advertisement
2125. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement The big One starts today: Formula One with the Lot, published on 4 March 1999,

what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tourism: grand pm advertisement
To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: What was the total cost of
the recent advertising campaign F onnula One with the Lot.

2126. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -
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ANSWER:

I am. informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: grand prix advertisement
2127. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement VlLine Services for
Grand Prix and Labour Day Weekend, published on 4 and 6 March 1999, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: year 2000 advertisement
2128. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement Don't Let Y2K Byte Your Workers, published on 4,9 and 11 March 1999, what
was the total cost of these advertisements.
A.1IIlSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: billboard advertisements
2129. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the billboard
located on Princes Street, Fitzroy, with the advertisements Report Workplace Bullies and Forklifts and Foot
Traffic Don't Mix, what was the total cost of the billboard.
A.NSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: Your Street, Your Say advertisement
2131. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to the newspaper advertisement It's your street,
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your say, published on 9, 10, 11, 16, 17,23,24 and 25 March 1999 and 1 April 1999, what was the total cost
of these advertisements.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tourism: grand prix advertisement
2132. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement One day 'ril the big ONE, published on 6 March 1999, what was the total cost of
the advertisement.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority office relocation
2133. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What was the total cost of
relocating the Victorian Workcover Authority's head office to 222 Exhibition Street.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

The relocation of Victorian Workcover Authority's head office to 222 Exhibition Street was dictated by expiry of
leases at 485 LaTrobe Street It was not possible to renew these leases.
This situation yielded the significant opportunity of locating most office staff at one central office location. The
relocation involved staff from World Trade Centre and 485 LaTrobe Street Thus the Authority was able to start
with a "greenfields" site by entering into a ten year lease plus option of 8 levels at 222 Exhibition Street.
"Building works" included installation of 460 workstations to accommodate desktop access for all staff as well as
meeting/conference rooms, zoned air conditioning, carpet and furniture and fittings. The projected total cost of the
project is $9.878 million.
"Building works" etc.
ProfessionaVDesign Fees
Tenancy reinstatement(485 LaTrobe Street) and removalists
Total

$8.578m
$O.75Om
$O.550m
$9.878m

The ongoing fmancial position - on a per annum basis - results in a cost benefit for the Authority :
485 LaTrobe Street, rent, outgoings, car parking
310 King Street, rent and outgoings
Total
222 Exhibition Street, rent, outgoings, car parking
Financial benefit to the Workcover Authority

S2.216m
$O.186m
$2.402m
$2.l07m
$0.295m
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These savings will increase with the conclusion of negotiations to sublet existing office space at the World Trade
Centre to other Government entities. The Authority at present leases the World Trade Centre space from
Department of Treasury and Finance - Accommodation Unit.

FEnance:VVorkcoveradvertisenlent
2134. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement Workcover Safety ... think it, talk it, work it: New head office address, published on
6 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: tram overhead works advertisement
2135. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Tram Overhead Works,
published on 8 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Ibis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tourism: grand pm advertisement
2136. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement Take the "Free-Way" right to the Track, published on 7 March 1999, what was
the total cost of the advertisement.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: safe food advertisement
2137. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the newspaper
advertisement Attention: Members ofNot-for-Profit Organisations and Community Groups Information
Forums on Managing Saft Food in Victoria published on 10 March 1999, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
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ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: Phar Lap Club kids' day advertisement
2138. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Sport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Flemington 's Phar Lap Club Kids Day,
published on 11 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: Victoria on the Move publication
2139. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of the publication Victoria on the Move, Summer 1999, what
was the total cost of the edition.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: South East Water advertisement
2140. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement South
East Water's Backjlow Prevention Program: Attention Business Operators!, published on 12, 17 and 18
March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisements.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: litter advertisement
2141. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save up
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to 700/0 on rubbish, published on 12 March 1999 and 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of these
advertisements.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tourism: Experience Melbourne in March pamphlet
2142. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism: In relation to the
pamphlet Experience Melbourne in March, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Aged Care: Senior Citizens Week advertisement
2143. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement Senior Citizens Week 14-21 March 1999, Victoria for all Ages, published on 14
March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Attorney-General: free will advertisement
2144. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Attorney-General): In relation to the newspaper advertisement A Free Will Check and a Chance to Win
$5,000, published on 14 March 1999 for State Trustees, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Attorney-General: advertisements
2145. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Attorney-General): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Wanted People interested in: Crime and

Safoty; Probate and wills; Consumer rip-ojfs; Fire safety; Women's issues; Genealogy, published on
14 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: stray cat advertisement
2146. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Port (for the Honourable
the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Don't let your cat

become a stray cat, published on 16,23 and 30 March 1999 and 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of
these advertisements.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria. The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Treasurer: fridge advertisement
2147. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Is your fridge cheating on yoU., published on

17 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
A-~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Prenrler:InternetbookInark
2148. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the bookmark Parliament o/Victoria on the Internet:

Located at: www.parliament.vic.gov.au. what was the total cost of production.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: Parliament House pamphlet
2149. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the pamphlet Parliament House, Spring Street, Melbourne,
what was the total cost of production.
A.NSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Premier: VCE award winners advertisement
2150. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the newspaper advertisement The 1998 Premier's VCE
Award Winners, published on 18 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
MSWER:

I am infonned that this publication is not my portfolio responsibility.

Industry, Science and Technology: university advertisement
2151. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the newspaper advertisement Profitfrom Expen·ence (Carlton and Deakin Uni have),
published on 19 and 22 March 1999, what was the total cost of these advertisements.
A.,,"SWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: wine grape sales advertisement
2152. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Public
Wine Grape Sales at the Melbourne Markets, published on 19 March 1999, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

928

COUNCIL

Wednesday, 26 May 1999

This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Aged Care: Getting Better with Age advertisement
2153. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement Getting Better With Age, published on 22 March 1999 and 5 and 6 April 1999,
what was the total cost of these advertisements.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water advertisement
2154. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Get a
head and save at least 28,000 a year: Yan-a Valley Water -A Fresh Approach, published on 22 March
1999 and 9 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water advertisement
2155. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save
thousands a year on designer labels: Yan-a Valley Water - A Fresh Approach, published on 23 March 1999
and 6 and 12 April 1999, what was the total cost of these advertisements.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water advertisement
2156. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save
around 36,000 a year with a push ofa button: Ya1Ta Valley Water - A Fresh Approach, published on 23
March 1999 and 13 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: Metcard advertisement
2157. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement This Metcard goes 15%
fUrther, published on 24 March 1999 and 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of these advertisements.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: Workcover advertisements
2158. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
newspaper advertisements A sense ofjustice eases fomily grief Unguarded machine leads to $30,000 fine,
New campaign on harsher penalties, sharing the reality ofwork injury and Wayne makes a WISE move,
published on 25 March 1999, what was the total cost of these advertisements.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: Met advertisement
2159. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Catching the Met: This is
your first stop, published on 25 and 30 March 1999 and 1,6, 7 and 8 April 1999, what was the total cost of
these advertisements.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Transport: Metcard advertisement
2160. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Hands up all those who
didn 'tpre-purchase their Metcards, published on 26, 27 and 31 March 1999 and 4 April 1999, what was the
total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: superannuation fund advertisement
2161. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement i for infonnation on administrative improvements to the Victorian Superannuation
Fund and the State Superannuation Fun Call 1-800-242-300, published on 26, 29 and 30 March 1999, what
was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Finance: Workcover publications
2162. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
publication Workcover Incident Notification: Guide to the Occupational Health and Safety (Incident
Notification) Regulations 1997 and the Equipment (public Safoty) (Incident Notification) Regulations 1997,
what was the total cost of this pamphlet.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: V!Line advertisement
2163. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement VlLine Easter Holiday
Services 1999, published on 27 and 30 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: Metcard advertisement
2164. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Get there faster with a
pre-paidMetcard, published on 28 March 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
Al~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: zoo advertisement
2165. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for IndustIy, Science and Technology

(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the newspaper
advertisement Journey to the Zoo ofthe Future, published on 29 and 31 March 1999, what was the total cost
of the advertisement.
A.'\SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water advertisement
2166. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the

Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save up
to 50% on plants: YaITa Valley Water-A Fresh Approach, published on 29 March 1999 and 14 April
1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
A1\JSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Fair Trading: fair trading awards publication
2167. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to the publications Victorian Fair Trading Awards: For Excellence
in Customer Service, Victorian Fair Trading Awards: For Excellence in Customer Service 1998 winners
profiles and the nomination form for the 1999 Victorian Fair Trading Awards for excellence in customer

service, what was the total cost of these publications.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Sport: sport and recreation industry award nomination kit
2168. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the nomination kit for the 1999 Sport and Recreation Industry Awards,
what was the total cost of this kit.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
1bis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Canopy
2169. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to Parks Victoria's
Newsletter Canopy, Issue Volume 2, Number 5, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
1bis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Victorian Landcare
2170. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the publication
Victorian Landcare, Issue 11, Autumn 1999, what was the total cost of production.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
1bis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Conservation and Land Management: Phillip Island advertisement
2171. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the newspaper
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advertisement Go Wild With the Phi/lip Island Nature Pass!, published on 31 March 1999 ,what was the
total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Treasurer: energy smart advertisement
2172. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Look who 's energy smart, published on 1 April 1999,
what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: Met advertisement
2173. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement The Met now does home
deliveries, published on 1 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
A~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: tram track work advertisement
2174. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Tram Track WorksChapel and High Street Intersection, published on 3 April 1999, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Agriculture and Resources: food advertisement
2175. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save
around 60% on every meal, published on 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tertiary Education and Training: Herald Sun advertisement
2176. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the page sponsored by the Department of
Education in the Herald Sun, published on 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Tertiary Education and Training: T AFE advertisement
2177. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Choose your own
course TAFE ofcourse, published on 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Planning and Local Government: waterfront city advertisement
2178. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to the advertising feature Melbourne's
waterfrontcity, published on 6 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water advertisement
2179. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save
around 9,000 a year using a glass: Ya1Ta Valley Water, published on 6 and 7 April 1999, what was the total
cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Small Business: retail tenants booklets
2180. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
Retail Tenants booklet published in Greek, Turkish, Chinese, Russian, Italian, Spanish, Arabic and
Vietnamese, what was the total cost of producing these booklets.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Aged Care: advertisement
2181. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
advertisement It's time. My family needs help looking after me published on 13 April 1999, what was the
total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: rural health awards advertisement
2182. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
advertisement Rural Health Awards for Significant Achievement published on 10 April 1999, what was the
total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Conservation and Land Management: Pbillip Island advertisement
2183. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the advertisement
Go Wild with the Phillip Island Nature Pass! published on 9 April 1999, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Ibis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: validation advertisement
2184. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the advertisement If it's not validated, it's not valid
published on 9 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Ibis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: tram track work advertisement
2185. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the advertisement Tram Track Works: Gilbert Road,
McNamara Street to Jacka Street published on 9 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Ibis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: V!Line advertisement
2186. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the advertisement V/Line Train Services to Kardinia
Park 1999 AFL Season published on 8 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Ibis is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Health: public health advertisement
2187. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
advertisement When we first got home I had no idea what I was doing published on 12 April 1999, what was
the total cost of the advertisement.
A~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water advertisement
2188. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Clock
up savings ofup to 1,000 an hour: Yarra Valley Water-A Fresh Approach, published on 16 April 1999,
what was the total cost of the advertisement.
Al\\S\VER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: National Ageing Research Institute board appointment
2191. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
appointment ofMrs Helen Shardey MP to the Board of the National Ageing Research Institute - (i) did the
Minister appoint Mrs Shardey to this Board; (ii) when was the appointment made; (iii) what is the duration
of the appointment; (iv) does Mrs Shardey receive any additional remuneration for discharging her Board
duties; (v) what criteria met in selecting Mrs Shardey for the appointment; and (vi) how many people did the
Minister consider for the position filled by Mrs Shardey.
MS\VER:
The appointment was made based on the skills of the candidate. This is in accordance with the long established
practice of appointment of Members of Parliament to such boards without remuneration, because of their ability to
represent the community interest. Ms Shardey was appointed following the resignation ofMr Neil Co le MP.

Roads and Ports: Vicroads traffic lights
2192. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In relation to the
installation of traffic lights on Vicroads controlled roads - (i) what is the current average cost of installing
traffic lights on Vicroads controlled roads; and (ii) how many traffic lights were installed by Vicroads on
Vicroads controlled roads in 1998.
ANSWER:
In relation to the installation of traffic lights on Vicroads controlled roads:
(i) The current average cost of installing traffic lights on Vicroads controlled roads is:
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(a) $87,685 for intersection signals, and

Cb) $43,944 for pedestrian signals.
(ii) The number of traffic lights installed by Vicroads on Vicroads controlled roads in 1998 was:
(a) 26 intersection signals, and
Cb) 14 pedestrian signals.

Roads and Ports: Middleborough and Springfield roads vehicle use
2193. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In relation to daily
vehicle use of Middleborough Road between Springfield Road and the Eastern Freeway - (i) does Vicroads
have any information on the amount of daily vehicle use on this road; and (ii) what change, if any, has
occurred since the opening of the Eastern Freeway extension.
ANSWER:

(i) & (ii) There was an increase of approximately (16.6%) a day since the opening of the Eastern Freeway
extension.

Roads and Ports: Station Street and Wbitehorse Road, Box Hill
2194. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: In relation to
Station Street (Tram Road) north of Whitehorse Road in Box Hill- (i) does Vicroads have authority for
this road; (ii) does Vicroads have any information on daily vehicle use on this road; (iii) does Vicroads have
any information on daily vehicle use at the intersection of Station Street and Woodhouse Grove, Box Hill
North; (iv) did Vicroads, or its predecessor, contribute any funding to the installation of traffic lights at the
Station Street and Woodhouse Grove intersection; and (v) what was the value of this funding, if any.
ANSWER:

(i) Station Street north of Whitehorse Road is a declared main Road with the Whitehorse City Council having the
delegated responsibility for the day to day management of the road.
(ii) Yes
(iii) Yes
(iv) The traffic signals at Station Street I Woodhouse Grove intersection were funded by the then Box Hill City
Council in 1976. Responsibility for the maintenance of the signals was transferred to Vicroads on 1 January
1985.

Premier: Speaker's overseas trip
2195. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): Will the Premier ascertain and advise the details of the overseas trip of
Mr Speaker in June-July 1998 to Greece, the United Kingdom, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Singapore and
Mauritius, including the amount expended on - (i) air fares; (ii) entertainment; (iii) accommodation; and
(iv) any other expenses met by the Victorian taxpayers.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Under the doctrine of the separation of powers, I am not responsible for the affairs of the Legislative Assembly.
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Premier: Speaker's credit card
2196. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): Will the Premier provide all documentation in relation to any increases in
the credit limit on Mr Speaker's taxpayer-funded credit card since 1992.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Under the doctrine of the separation of powers, I am not responsible for the affairs of the Legislative Assembly.

Premier: Speaker's credit card
2197. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): Will the Premier ascertain and advise the details of any expenditure
accrued by Mr Speaker or his predecessor on their taxpayer-funded credit card since 1992.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Under the doctrine of the separation of powers, I am not responsible for the affairs of the Legislative Assembly.

Police and Emergency Services: safest state advertising campaign
2228. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the advertising campaign
Victoria - Australia's Safest State, what was the total cost of this campaign.
A..~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Police and Emergency Services: safest state advertising campaign
2229. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the advertisement VictoriaAustralia's Safest State, published on 17 April 1999, what was the total cost of this advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Police and Emergency Services: police advertisement
2230. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the advertisement More Police
Are Doing More Police Work, published on 19 April 1999, what was the total cost of this advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Transport: overhead tram work advertisement
2231. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the advertisement Overhead Tram Works Flinders
Street Russell Street to Spring Street, published on 17 and 19 April 1999, what was the total cost of the
advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Small Business: retail traders advertisement
2232. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
advertisement Notice to all retail traders throughout Victoria, published on 17 and 21 April 1999, what was
the total cost of the advertisement.
A..~SWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Health: overseas adoption advertisement
2233. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
advertisement Adopting Children from Overseas, published on 17 April 1999, what was the total cost of this
advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Health: public health advertisement
2234. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the newspaper
advertisement When We First Got Home I Had No Idea What I Was Doing, published on 19 April 1999,
what was the total cost of this advertisement

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Aged Care: advertisement
2235. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement Getting Better With Age. published on 19 April 1999, what was the total cost of
this advertisement.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria. The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Industry, Science and Technology: advertisement
2236. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the newspaper advertisement New skills mean a better fUture. published on 19 and 21 April
1999, what was the total cost of these advertisements.

A"JSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: food advertisement
2237. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save
around 60% on every meal, published on 19 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.
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Aged Care: advertisement

2238. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In relation to the
advertisement It's time. My family needs help looking after me published on 19 April 1999, what was the
total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Agriculture and Resources: advertisement
2239. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save
around 9,000 a year using a glass, published on 20 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Treasurer: energy efficiency advertisement
2240. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the newspaper advertisement Save energy, save money, save our environment:
Energy Efficiency Victoria, published on 21 April 1999, what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
This is one of a large number of questions seeking minute detail about expenditure on communicating with the
people of Victoria The government cannot justify the waste of public time and resources on answering these
questions.

Small Business: programs
2241. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to small
business programs run by Small Business Victoria for the 1997-98 financial year, what was the total amount
of - (i) salaries paid; (ii) on-costs associated with the operation of the programs; and (iii) money paid to
consultants.
ANSWER:

The Honourable Member is referred to the Department of State Development Annual Report 1997/98, tabled in this
House during the Spring 1998 Parliamentary sittings.
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Small Business: programs
2242. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to small
business programs run by Small Business Victoria for the 1998-99 financial year, what is the estimated
amount of - (i) salaries paid; (ii) on-costs associated with the operation of the programs; and (iii) money
paid to consultants.

ANSWER:
The Department of State Development Annual Report 1998/99 will be tabled during the Spring 1999 Parliamentary
sittings.

Small Business: Office of Regulation Reform
2243. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
Office of Regulation Reform for the 1997 -98 financial year, what was the total amount of - (i) salaries
paid; (ii) on-costs associated with the operation of the programs; and (iii) money paid to consultants.

A.NS\VER:
The Honourable Member is referred to the Department of State Development Annual Report 1997/98, tabled in this
House in the Spring 1998 Parliamentary sittings.

Small Business: Office of Regulation Reform
2244. THE H01'". M. M. GOIJLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to the
Office of Regulation Reform for the 1998-99 financial year, what is the estimated amount of - (i) salaries
paid; (ii) on-costs associated with the operation of the programs; and (iii) money paid to consultants.

ANSWER:
The Department of State Development Annual Report 1998/99 will be tabled in the Spring 1999 Parliamentary
sittings.

Finance: Victorian W orkcover Authority AFL sponsorship
2246. THE HON. M. M. GOIJLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What is the total value of
the Victorian Workcover Authority's sponsorship of the 1999 Australian Football League season.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that:
Workcover does not sponsor the 1999 Australian Football League season.

Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority police claims
2247. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What is the number of
police officers that have lodged stress or other work related claims to the Victorian Workcover Authority for
the 1995-96, 1996-97 and the 1997-98 financial years.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Other injuries
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Oaims reported in financial year
1995/96
1996/97
1997/98
105
113
111
614
470
815

Premier: Castlemaine library
2262. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology (for
the Honourable the Premier): In relation to his election promise on 15 March 1996 to construct a new library
at Castlemaine, when will the funding be made available for construction.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Libraries are the responsibility of the Minister for Planning and Local Government.

