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ROYAL ASSENT
Tuesday, 13 Aprill999

COUNCil..

Tuesday, 13 April 1999
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 2.33 p.m. and read the prayer.

PUBLIC SECTOR REFORM (FURTHER
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.

ROYAL ASSENT
Messages read advising royal assent to:

Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

24 November 1998
E~ONMENTPROTECTION

Appeals Costs Act
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Act
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Act
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Act
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Act
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Act
Legal Aid (Amendment) Act
Liquor Control Reform Act
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Act
Petroleum Act
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Act
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Act
Transport (Amendment) Act
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Act

(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read fint time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

BARLEY MARKETING (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.

1 December 1998
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Act
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Act
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Act
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Act

MAGISTRATES' COURT (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion ofHon. LOUISE ASHER
(Minister for Small Business).

STATUTE LAW REVISION (REPEALS)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. M. A. BIRRELL
(Minister for Industry, Science and Technology).

Read fint time on motion ofBon. G. R. CRAIGE
(Minister for Roads and Ports).

SHADOW l\.fiNISTRY
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I advise the
house that on 17 February this year I had the honour of
being elected Leader of the Opposition in the
Legislative Council and Mr Power was elected Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. I have informed Mr President
of the responsibilities and legislative requirements of
members of the frontbench.

Mr President, on behalf of my colleagues, I assure you
that we will give you all the respect you deserve and I
am certain that you, in ~ will give members of the
opposition the respect they deserve.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - On behalf of the
government I congratulate Miss Gould on her election
as Leader of the Opposition and Mr Power as Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in this place. Those roles are
important and we wish Miss Gould and Mr Power all
the best in undertaking their new duties.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Information Technology Group
The PRESIDENT - Order! Following a request
from Parliament's Information Technology Group I
have approved the use oflaptop computers in the upper
and lower galleries of the chamber by members of the
ITG during the autumn sessional period It will allow
members of the group to test the performance and
reliability of the wireless LAN computer network
system when honourable members are using their
laptops in the chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Geelong Cement
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to the
recent decision by Geelong Cement to move its
operations from Geelong to Western Australia, with the
loss of approximately 150 jobs. Prior to the Premier's
involvement in the matter, what action did the minister
or his department take to prevent the factory's closure
and the subsequent loss of 150 jobs?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the honourable
member for her interest in industry matters. From the
comments the Premier made on behalf of the
government she will be well aware that we are
obviously concerned about any loss of jobs in the
industry or any future loss of jobs, as would be the case
with this business. Unless I am mistaken, it expects to
maintain its employment level through to the end of
next year.
On behalf of the government my department has been

in regular contact. In speaking on its behalf the Premier
made it clear that the government would never want
people who have been employed at one business for
15 or 20 years for the first time in their lives to have to
seek jobs, write CVs and wony about their roles as
breadwinners.
Unfortunately it looks as though, for commercial
reasons, the business is being phased down. That will
take a period of time. As has been expressed, the key
commitment is to ensure that we help individuals as
best we can to get other jobs. As recently as yesterday
in discussions I attended with the Premier we made it
clear to senior members of the trade union movement in
response to their legitimate concerns about the business
that we will help to ensure that those who end up being
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unemployed as a result of a change in the company's
destiny will be able to get jobs. The community
business employment program run by my department is
one opportunity for those people, and it will certainly
be offered. That puts into context the way that help can
be offered in unfortunate circumstances such as these.
It is also worth remembering - I am sure honourable
members will have been briefed - that despite
circumstances that all of us regard as being unfortunate
in individual cases, Victoria's employment position is
extremely good. I am pleased to advise the house that
recent statistics for last year show that Victoria had the
largest fall in trend unemployment of any state. That is
extremely welcome, particularly when it is matched
with the fact that Victoria has the highest level of
employment in its history. When one matches those
two figures together - soaring employment levels and
the largest fall in unemployment of any state - one
realises there is every reason to understand why
Victoria's economic growth has been faster than any
other state and why the level of confidence is high. We
expect that level of confidence to continue and, as has
occurred over the past 12 months, for there to be more
rather than less jobs.

Road safety: non-English-speaking
communities
HoD. C. A. FURLETII (Templestowe) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports inform the house of the
government's commitment to promote road safety to
the non-English-speaking communities of Victoria?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I am pleased to advise the house that last
week I launched a campaign to improve road safety, in
particular for children of non-English-speaking
backgrounds. The campaign will run intensively over
four months and will focus on three very important
areas - child restraints, pedestrian safety and bicycle
safety. It will target 11 language groups - Italian,
Greek, Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, Arabic,
Croatian, Macedonian-Slavonic, Turkish, Serbian and
Somalian.

The campaign will take many forms including
advertising on ethnic television and radio. Importantly
it will be community based with activities involving
community leaders within each one of those language
groups, Victoria Police and, importantly, the Royal
Children's Hospital safety centre, which has played a
part in the development of the project.
The latest road safety campaign follows research in
both Victoria and New South Wales which revealed
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that a large proportion of children from
non-English-speaking backgrounds were not properly
restrained when travelling in motor vehicles. In some
cases the restraint-wearing rate was about half that of
communities of English-speaking backgrounds. One
finding was the lack of awareness of the significance of
children sitting on parents' laps in vehicles.
We therefore realised the need to put significant effort
into the campaign. It is of great concern that each year
about 10 children under the age of 12 are killed and
about 150 seriously injured in car crashes. Properly
fitted capsules and booster seats, child harnesses and
seat belts could have prevented many of the deaths and
injuries.
We have also identified the need to increase awareness
of bicycle and pedestrian safety among
non-English-speaking communities. For example, some
of the groups targeted in the campaign are not familiar
with the Victorian laws that require cyclists to wear
helmets, or that it is an offence for pedestrians to cross
against red traffic lights. Throughout the four-month
campaign there will be a significant education focus to
raise awareness about key road safety areas, particularly
the laws that relate to the restraint of children in cars
and safe pedestrian and cycling practices.
I acknowledge the input of several community groups
that have been at the forefront. In particular I make
special mention of the safety centre at the Royal
Children's Hospital, which has been a part of the
project since its development and will play a crucial
role in getting the message out to the target groups
through the Australian Multicultural Foundation, which
has also been a great support, the community road
safety councils, Victoria Police and Vicroads.

Y2K: road safety
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Will the Minister
for Roads and Ports assure the Victorian community
that all computerised signal direction and control
infrastructure within his portfolio responsibilities are
year 2000 (Y2K) compliant?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Yes, I will. Considerable work has been done
at Vicroads to ensure not only that the current
technology is up to date but also that extensive tests
have been carried out. If I may steal some of my
colleagues' thunder, the government has introduced
programs for both government departments and private
sector organisations that interface with state authorities
that are at the forefront of any government in Australia
We consider that to be critical in ensuring not only that

government systems are compliant but also
organisations working with them and Vicroads on road
safety.

Australian International Airshow
Hon. I. J. COVER (Geelong) - Will the Minister
for Industry, Science and Technology advise the house
of the success of the recent Australian International
Airshow at Avalon, which is in my electorate.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank Mr Cover for his
interest. I know he was a very committed spectator,
along with many other Victorians who enjoyed the
1999 International Airshow held at Avalon between
16 and 24 February.

I am pleased to advise that the airshow was an
outstanding success, and I welcome the fact that the
government has ensured the holding of future airshows
in the Geelong area They have been signed up for the
coming years, which is an enormous boost to the
Victorian economy, especially the regional economy.
From the point of view of my ministerial portfolio, the
airshow is very important in attracting investment
opportunities and promoting the capabilities of
Australian industry. The airshow was particularly
timely this year because a number of Australian
defence contracts were on offer. Aerospace projects
such as the armed reconnaissance helicopters project
worth $1.5 billion, an airborne early-warning and
control systems project worth $2 billion and a light
tactical aircraft worth $500 million are among the
largest contracts that are currently being considered.
The airshow provided a marvellous opportunity for
those who make decisions regarding those contracts to
see local providers and to understand local experience.
In addition to the local business on show at Avalon,
many overseas businesses and dignitaries saw what
Australian researchers had to offer and what advances
could be made over the years if they became involved
in cooperative projects.
The airshow featured more than 400 exhibitors from
26 countries with 500 aircraft involved in aerial and
static displays. As anyone who attended would agree,
the Avalon airshow has joined Farnborough, Paris and
Singapore as one of the world's big four airshows. It
was a great success internationally as well as nationally.
I understand that more than 190 000 spectators attended
the show. We know from previous estimates that the
event would have injected around $60 million into the
state's commercial and economic activity. I particularly
congratulate all those who volunteered to assist with the
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management of the show, which was outstanding.
Without those volunteers it simply would not work. I
also congratulate the City of Greater Geelong for its
involvement as one of the key sponsors along with the
state government.
The government looks forward to the next Australian
International Airshow to be held in 2001, the centenary
of federation, and expects it to be successful for both
Geelong and Victoria

Workcover: Longford safety inspections
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Finance, who
is responsible for Workcover, the evidence given to the
Longford royal commission by the former Director,
Field Services, Victorian Workcover Authority,
Mr Glenn Sargent, who indicated that in October 1998
approximately 79 dangerous goods and hazardous sites
were unlicensed. I further refer the minister to a leaked
internal VWA memo dated 22 January 1999 indicating
that VWA site time was down to 55 per cent of its
target for December 1998. Will the minister assure the
house that, despite having reached only 55 per cent of
its site time target in December, all 79 dangerous goods
and hazardous sites identified by Mr Glenn Sargent
have been appropriately inspected and are now
licensed?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am happy to give the reassurance Mr Nardella is
seeking. Without wishing to anticipate the findings of
the royal commission, I can reinforce the government's
view that this is a very important process. I hope all
members of this chamber acknowledge that the
management of dangerous workplace locations is
extremely important. I take no joy from the incident
that triggered the Longford royal commission, nor does
the government or any member of my team, but we are
determined to use the Longford royal commission to
turn that unfortunate incident into something positive.
I assure Mr Nardella that no stone will be left unturned
in an effort to improve the management of dangerous
workplaces in Victoria. That is in no way inconsistent
with the attitude the government has taken from day
one on workplace safety. Every time this issue comes
up, I am happy to put hard data on the record The
number of deaths has been cut by almost 50 per cent in
the years the coalition has been in office and the
number of traumatic injuries has been reduced by the
same amount.
I am happy to respond to questions from the opposition
about those isolated instances where we could do better,
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but I make the point again and again that the priority of
workplace safety in this state is second to none and that
all honourable members should be very proud of the
progress that has been made under Workcover. On that
basis I am delighted to answer the question and reassure
Mr Nardella that the answer to his question is, yes. I
again make the point that the government will make
every effort to make Victoria the safest place in this
nation and indeed the world.

Nurse practitioners
Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) - Is the Minister
for Health in a position to advise the house of progress
in the development of the role of independent nurse
practitioners within the Victorian health care system?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mr Hall has taken a particular interest in this area, and I
have previously advised the house that I was keen to
look at establishing the role of independent nurse
practitioners as part of the health care system. I was
eager to build on the experience of New South Wales,
which considered the role of nurse practitioners and all
the issues associated with establishing that as a specific
component of the nursing profession, and therefore
established a task force that drew together
representatives from a wide range of backgrounds not
only from the nursing profession but also the medical
profession.

Dr Tom Keating, the pro-vice-chancellor at the
La Trobe University campus at Wodonga, agreed to
chair the task force, which recommended a number of
projects it believed the government could fund. The
government allocated $1 million for nine projects,
including one in Mr Hall's electorate to be undertaken
by the Central Wellington Health Service where an
independent nurse practitioner will be funded at Loch
Sport. That area has not been well serviced by health
services, particularly medical practitioners. There are
eight other projects, and the task force also
recommended funding for four existing models where
individual nurses are pushing the boundaries and trying
to establish a role for nurse practitioners. Those models
should also be evaluated.
The centre for health programs evaluation at the
University of Melbourne and the school of postgraduate
nursing will evaluate the projects and provide
information on the quality of decision making in
defining the role of nurse practitioners, the educational
requirements of those wanting to fill that role,
indemnity issues and ensuring quality care, the
relationship of nurse practitioners with other health
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professionals and, finally, any legislative changes that
might be required

government, I think, for the whole of its 10 years in
office, but it never got around to delivering.

Most honourable members would agree that the nursing
profession has been evolutionary and is constantly
looking at new ways to respond to the health needs of
the community.

Despite the fact that the area is not renowned for its
support of our side of politics, the government has
established the Northern Hospital at Epping as part of
the process of moving services closer to where people
live. In the light of that decision, some time ago the
PANCH site was transferred to the Department of
Treasury and Finance and under the leadership of my
colleague the Minister for Finance the site was
advertised and a successful tender concluded.

The concept of nurse practitioners is an exciting and
important additional aspect of nursing. The government
is keen to address the issues involved in the formal
recognition of that role. The projects it has funded will
be evaluated and will significantly inform the debate. I
look forward to keeping the house informed of
developments because the role of nurse practitioners
will be a significant additional component to health care
in Victoria.

PANCH site
Bon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the fact that in 1996 the
government distributed a leaflet to all householders in
the Preston area outlining its promise to redevelop the
PANCH site as a public integrated care centre
providing public day surgery, renal dialysis,
chemotherapy, outpatient clinics and aged care
programs. I further refer the minister to the fact that the
government has now sold off the site to a developer for
a four-star hotel, commercial towers and private
medical facilities. What guarantee will the minister give
that there will be a public health facility on the site,
including public day surgery as the government
previously promised?
Bon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
thank the Leader of the Opposition for her question, but
I am sorry she has missed about 12 months. I
previously advised the house that under the
metropolitan health services plan, which considered the
redevelopment of public hospital services in the
metropolitan area., it was envisaged that an integrated
care centre would be established on the former Preston
and Northcote Community Hospital (pANCH) site.
About 12 months ago I advised the house that as a
result of further research that was found not to offer the
optimal outcome. In considering the redevelopment of
the Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre on the
repatriation hospital site, the government thought a
much better option would be to consolidate all public
health services at that site. It was decided that the
previous proposal of an integrated health care centre on
the PANCH site would not proceed. As a result all
services previously delivered at the PANCH site have
been relocated to the Northern Hospital at Epping. That
proposal was promised by the previous Labor

With the redevelopment of the Austin and Repatriation
Medical Centre on the repatriation site and eventually
the development of the new community health centre
for the Banyule centre in Heidelberg, the people from
that area will have access to first-class services in
modern state-of-the-art facilities. The government has
delivered something that the Labor Party was unable to
deliver in its 10 years in government
I look forward to keeping the house informed of the
development of those services which will ensure that
metropolitan Melbourne, as well as country Victoria,
will have access to first-class facilities as we move into
the next millennium.

Y2K: government compliance
Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Silvan) - Will the
Minister for Finance inform the house of the
government's preparations concerning the potential
problems associated with year 2000 (Y2K) and the
millennium bug?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am pleased to outline the objectives adopted by the
government, which are twofold. The first is to ensure
that there is no disruption in the supply of essential
services to the Victorian community; and the second,
through example and advice, is to mitigate the risk of
the millennium bug to business and individuals. After a
concerted effort by the government I can advise the
house that Victoria is doing well in the management of
the exposure.
It is generally acknowledged that the millennium bug is
a truly global concern. It is not unique to Victoria or to
Australia, but is a concern for every developed
economy around the world In addition, because of the
nature of the risk there is no blueprint from which we
can work and no experience on which we can rely.
Against that background, the government chose to take
the dual front that I mentioned.
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The responsibility for the effect of the bug on the
business sector and the wider community falls to my
colleague the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology. The campaign he has conducted has been
extraordinarily successful, being dominated by a very
extensive and professional campaign as well as a
number of regional seminars which have been
conducted by my colleagues from this place. For my
part in the responsibility for year 2000 (Y2K) across the
public sector, I can say that the government has
developed a sophisticated audit tool that relies upon
commitment given by officers directly involved in a
day-t<Hiay context, and then reporting the outcome to
their superiors and ultimately to cabinet and to the
Premier. It goes to the business-critical systems that
have been identified by each of the agencies, something
in excess of 40 000 business-critical locations, and they
then become the subject of that report. Therefore, the
government has not only a very sophisticated process
but also one that invokes the level of discipline that it is
seeking.
That audit report, which goes to cabinet each month,
includes all local government authorities and all
utilities, including the privatised power companies that,
incidentally, volunteered to be part of the reporting
process. That feature of itself makes our system the
envy of the nation because it now gives us a real handle
on the readiness question. Progress towards compliance
is quickening with the government allocating an
additional $130 million beyond the traditional budget
round That brings the total remediation investment
across the public sector to approximately $480 million
and indicates the government's commitment to address
the issue.
I repeat: the government's key objectives are to provide
the uninterrupted supply of essential services and a
business sector and general community well prepared
against any major dislocation.
I am happy to respond in part to the question raised by
the Honourable Pat Power and responded to ably by my
colleague the Minister for Roads and Ports. We can
give no absolute guarantee, nor should we attempt to do
so because that of itself would be quite misleading.
What we can report, and we do so very carefully, is that
the management of the Y2K risk has been given
absolute top billing by the Kennett government
resulting in Victoria being well placed to deal with the
millennium bug.

Latrobe Valley: small business
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Small Business to comments by
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the president of the Latrobe Regional Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Mr Daryl Larsen, published in
the Express of 1 March, where he states that small
businesses in the Latrobe Valley are still recovering
from the hurt inflicted by the state government and it
would be unfair and unsubstantiated for the government
to take any credit for any improvement. In particular, he
is reported as saying:
For the minister to be able to claim recognition the
government needs to spend and return some serious money to
this region.

Will the minister now admit that she and her
department have not provided any serious assistance to
the Latrobe Valley and, consequently, the minister has
failed small business in the region?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I have not read the Express of 1 March,
but I suspect that the president of the Latrobe Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Industry was commenting
on a press release issued by the Yellow Pages Small
Business Index, which showed that the confidence
levels of Victorian small businesses were at their
highest for many years. That gentlemen is entitled to his
view. The survey was carried out by Or John Marsden,
an independent economist who has nothing to do with
the government, nor was he appointed by the
government. He said in the survey that the confidence
levels of Victorian small businesses are at their highest
in many years. Those survey results are borne out by a
small business survey, which shows high levels of
confidence by Victorian small businesses. That is also
the case with a survey conducted by VECCI.
It is no wonder small businesses in Victoria have high
confidence levels. There has been a raft of utility cost
reductions and many Victorian business centres have
opened. As a personal mission I embarked on
expanding First Place. When I came to the portfolio
there was one First Place in the city. Now 14 are spread
throughout regional Victoria Small businesses have
received the utmost attention from the Victorian
government.
Given that I believe the honourable member referred to
a comment made in the Yellow Pages Small Business
Index by the president of the Latrobe Regional
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, I direct his
attention to the following information that was also
contained in the same survey. Victorian small
businesses were asked how they would vote at the next
election - 58 per cent said they would vote Liberal
and 20 per cent were undecided. In reply to how many
would vote ALP - this is a measure of what small
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business thinks of the mob on the other side - the
answer was 12 per cent!

Tourism: growth

Despite many people thinking there were competitive
pressures, Victoria has done well in both international
and interstate visitation. I am looking forward to
reporting future growth in this area.

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - Will the
Minister for Tourism advise the house of the latest
tourism growth figures for Victoria?

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism)There is still a lot of growth in Victorian tourism, both
at the domestic and international levels. Everybody was
concerned that the Asian crisis would impact badly on
tourism. That has not proven to be the case. Despite the
aggressive campaigns in New South Wales, the
Northern TerritOlY, Western Australian and
Queensland, Victoria is still performing well in
domestic visitation. The latest figures for domestic
growth for the year ended March 1998 show that
Victoria had 9 per cent growth compared with 5 per
cent nationally. That is a strong result

On international visitation, which everybody in the
tourism industry was concerned about because of the
Asian crisis, the last available figures for the year ended
March 1998 show that Victoria had an increase of3 per
cent compared with no growth nationally. That strong
result for Victoria has created a significant amount of
employment
In the run-up to the 1996 election the coalition
promised that 30 000 private sector jobs would be
created in tourism in this term of the Kennett
government. According to the ABS figures that has
occurred. That is a good result for the government's
tourism policies. I commend the partnership Tourism
Victoria and the government has with the tourism
industry in the creation of those jobs. I am looking
forward to continued growth. The Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology referred to the enormous
success of the Avalon airshow, which brought
$63 million to the Victorian economy. Some
$10 million of that went into the Geelong economy.
The Australian grand prix was attended by
350 000 people. Some 5000 competitors and spectators
attended the 1999 World Sailing Championships,
which injected $30 million into the state. The
Australian Open was attended by 500 000 people - up
9 per cent - and injected $114 million into the
economy. There was also the Melbourne Food and
Wine Festival, the current Melbourne International
Comedy Festival and tomorrow the Melbourne
International Flower and Garden Show will be
launched.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
1bat so much of the standing orders as require answers to
questions on notice to be delivered verbally in the house be
suspended for the sitting of the Council this day and that the
answers enumerated be incorporated in Hansard.

The question numbers are: 1460, 1461, 1463, 1464,
1467-1470, 1482, 1487, 1492-1495, 1505-1509, 1512,
1518, 1520, 1522, 1544, 1545, 1550, 1555, 1575, 1576,
1578,1581,1655,1659,1661,1666,1672,1683-1685,
1689,1693-1695,1697,1701-1711,1715,1716,1719,
1720,1727,1732,1738,1741-1743,1748,1773-1775,
1787,1790-1803,1805--1809,1811-1814,1816,1818,
1819, 1821, 1822, 1824-1834, 1836, 1838, 1839-1849,
1851, 1852, 1856-1880.
Motion agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Correction of bill titles
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That where a bill has passed through both houses and any title
of the bill includes a reference to a calendar year earlier than
that in which passage of a bill was completed, the Clerk of the
Parliaments be empowered to alter the calendar year
reference in the bill title and any corresponding reference
within the bill itself to accord with the year in which its
passage was completed.

Motion agreed to.

Adjournment of bills
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
1bat(a) unless otherwise ordered, where a bill is introduced by a
minister or is received from the Legislative Assembly after
6.00 p.m. on 28 May 1999, and a motion is moved for the
second reading of the bill, debate on that motion shall be
adjourned upon the conclusion of the speech of the mover
until a day no earlier than the first sitting day in September
1999: provided that any bill transmitted from the Legislative
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Assembly which is in the hands of the Clerk no later than
10.00 am. on 31 May 1999 may be taken through all
stages; and
(b) this order shall have effect Wltil 30 June 1999.

Motion agreed to.

PETITIONS
GippsJand Lakes
Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland), Hon. BllL FORWOOD
(Templestowe) and Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne
West) presented petitions from certain citizens of Victoria
requesting immediate steps to control and manage the
effects of the current Gippsland Lakes blue-green algae
outbreak and immediate scientific investigations into the
causes, followed by the enactment of appropriate
legislation, together with the provision of finance and
manpower, to ensure a manageable short and long-term
solution. (16, 19 and 8 signatures respectively)
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41st and 42nd reports
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology) presented reports nos 41 and 42 dated
30 November 1998 and 28 February 1999 given to
Mr President pursuant to section 7A of BLF
(De-recognition) Act 1985 by the custodian appointed
under section 7(1) of that act.
Laid on table.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Right to silence
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) presented final
report on inquiry into the right to silence, together with
appendices and minutes of evidence.

Hon. P. A. KA TSAMBANIS (Monash)
(By leave) - I wish to make a brief explanation about

Laid on table.

AMBULANCE SERVICES (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health), by leave,
introduced a bill to amend the Ambulance Services Act
1986 and for other purposes.

the report. In November 1997 the Attorney-General
gave a reference to the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee to inquire into the right to
silence as it applies in criminal proceedings and
specifically to assess whether changes made in the past
few years in the United Kingdom about what comments
a judge could make on the exercise of an accused
person's right to silence should be incorporated into
Victorian legislation.

Read first time.

COUNTY COURT JUDGES
Annual report
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) presented, by command of His Excellency the
Governor, report for 1997-98.
Laid on table.

COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATES
Annual report
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) presented, by command of His Excellency the
Governor, report for 1997-98.
Laid on table.

The committee formed a subcommittee, which released
an issues paper in June 1998. Honourable members will
recall that the paper created significant community
debate and led to a wide-ranging series of consultations
with the community. The subcommittee held public
hearings and received a number of submissions. It also
spoke to practitioners in the field The subcommittee
undertook a study tour to the United Kingdom and
Ireland to inquire into the progress of recent legislation
in those two jurisdictions.
The high level of community debate and discussion
about this issue demonstrated how importantly
Victorians view their long-held legal rights and
privileges. That led to an informed and wide-ranging
debate. The subcommittee welcomed input from lay
members of the community and stakeholders in the
criminal justice system.
I recommend that honourable members read the
unanimous recommendations of the subcommittee as
the report will provide an insight into why the Victorian
criminal justice system operates effectively. I thank the
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people who participated in the inquiry, particularly the
other committee members, the honourable members for
Gippsland South, Sandringham, Benambra and
Werribee in the other place. I also thank officers of the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee,
particularly Mr Andrew Homer, the senior legal officer
of the committee; and the consultant approached to help
the committee with its review, Mr Andrew Palmer from
the law school of the University of Melbourne.
The results of the report will stand this house in good
stead when it considers any changes to the operation of
the right to silence in criminal proceedings. When
honourable members read the report they will notice
that the full committee recommends that the
government tread warily before it considers making
changes to long-cherished and long-held rights in the
criminal justice system. In closing, I commend the
report to all honourable members.

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Drugs and Poisons,
No.i3,22 September 1998, Amendment No. 1,
23 September 1998 and Amendment No. 2, 18 March 1999,
and Minister's Notice regarding the amendment,
commencement and availability of the Code (four papers).
Eastern Regional Waste Management Group - Minister for
Conservation and Land Management's report of 20 January
1999 of receipt of the 1996-97 financial statements.
Electoral Commissioner- Statements of functions
conferred, 15 December 1998 and 16 February 1999 (two

papers).
Emu Industry Development Committee - Minister for
Agriculture and Resources' report of 10 March 1999 of
receipt of the 1997-98 report.
Environment Conservation Council Act 1997 - Minister for
Conservation and Land Management's notice of amendment
of request for the Environment Conservation Council to
investigate Victoria's Marine, Coastal and Estuarine Areas.
Environment Protection Act 1970 -

Laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

Alert Digest Nos 1 and 2
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) presented Alert
Digests Nos 1 and 2 of 1999, together with appendix.
Laid on table.

Order in Council of 15 December 1998 declaring
the Industrial Waste Management Policy (Waste
Acid Sulfate Soils); and
Orders in Council of 9 February 1999 declaring the
State Environment Protection Policy (Ambient Air
Quality) and declaring a variation to the State
Environment Protection Policy (The Air
Environment) (two papers).
International Fibre Centre Ltd. - Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training's report of 29 March 1999 of receipt
of the 1998 report.

Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Albmy-Wodonga Development (Victoria) Corporation Report, 1997-98.
Alpine Resorts Commission - Report, I November 1997 to
29 April 1998.
Alexandra and District Ambulance Service- Minister for
Health's report of 24 December 1998 of receipt of the
1997-98 report.
Ambulance Officers' Training Centre - Minister for
Health's report of 24 December 1998 of receipt of the
1997-98 report.
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 - Minister's Orders of
11 November 1998, 4 December 1998,22 and 27 February
1999 and 10 March 1999, giving approval to granting of
leases at Albert Park, Elstemwick, Cape Paterson, Moonee
Valley and Brighton (seven papers).
Dried Fruits Board - Minister for Agriculture and
Resources' report of 15 February 1999 of receipt of the
1997-98 report.

Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 - Notices pursuant to
32(3)(aXiii) in relation to Statutory Rules Nos. 148,151 and
160/1998 (three papers).
Judicial Remuneration Tribunal- Report on Judicial Salary
and Allowances, 22 December 1998, together with a
statement from the Attorney-General as to the reasons for
accepting the TribWlal' s recommendations, 4 March 1999
(two papers).
Kooweerup Regional Health Service - Minister for Health's
February 1999 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

report of I

Melbourne City Link Act 1995 Orders in Council of 15 December 1998,
19 January 1999, 9 and 23 February 1999 and
23 and 30 March 1999 varying the project area of
land pursuant to section 8(4) of the Act (fourteen
papers).

Statement of Variations Nos. 1,2 and 3/1999 to the
Exhibition Street Extension Agreement, 29 March
1999 and 1 April 1999, pursuant to section 150(6)
of the Act (three papers).
Exhibition Street Extension First Amending Deed,
29 March 1999, pursuantto section 15D(6) of the
Act.
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Melbourne City Link Second Deed Amending-the
Master Security Deed, 29 March 1999, pursuant to
section 15 (2) of the Act.
Mercy Public Hospitals Incorporated Minister's report of failure to submit 1997-98
report to him within the prescribed period and the
reasons therefor.
Report, 1997-98 (three papers).

Tuesday, 13 April 1999
Cnmbourne Planning Scheme - Amendments
Ll83, 187, 190,L21O,L218toL220,L222PartA,
L227, L230 and 231.
Dandenong - Greater Dandenong Planning
Scheme.
Darebin Planning Scheme - Amendments L59,
L61 and L63 to L65.
Doncaster and Templestowe Planning SchemeAmendments LI33 and LI37.

Murray-Darling Basin Commission - Report, 1997-98.
Murray Valley Wine Grape indUStry Development
Committee - Minister for Agriculture and Resources' report
of23 December 1998 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Flinders Planning Scheme - Amendments LI66
and Ll91.
Fnmkston Planning Scheme - Amendments 106
and Ll13.

National Crime Authority - Report, 1997-98.
National Environment Protection Council - Report,
1997-98.

Geelong - Greater Geelong PlaMing SchemeAmendments L233, R168, R214, R221, R226,
R229, R231, R234 and RL 190.

Northern Regional Waste Management Group - Minister
for Conservation and Land Management's report of
10 February 1999 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Glen Eira Planning Scheme - Amendments L29,
L30, L32 and L34.
Glenelg Planning Scheme.

Northem Victorian Fresh Tomato Industry Development
Committee - Minister for Agriculture and Resources' report
of22 March 1999 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Goulbmn Planning Scheme - Amendment L13.
Hastings Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll50.

O'Connell Family Centre (Grey Sisters) IncorporatedMinister for Youth and Community Services' report of
29 January 1999 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of Approval
of the following amendments and new planning schemes:

Hepbmn Planning Scheme ---:- Amendment L6.
Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme Amendment LI2.
Horsham Planning Scheme - Amendment LB.

Ballarat Plarming Scheme.
Ballarat Plarming Scheme - Amendments Cl and

Hume Planning Scheme - Amendments L47,
L53, L54, L56, L58 and L59.

C5.

Indigo Planning Scheme.
Banyule Planning Scheme - Amendments L 19,
L21, L22 and L25.

Karkarooc Planning Scheme - Amendment L4.

Baw Baw PlaMing Scheme.

Kingston Planning Scheme - Amendments L33,
L41, L45 and lA6.

Baw Baw PlaMing Scheme - Amendments C3 to
C5.
Bayside PlaMing Scheme - Amendments L 18,
LI9 and L2I.

Knox Planning Scheme - Amendments Ll47,
Ll58, Ll66, LIn, LI75, LI76 and Ll78 to LI80.
Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme Amendment L28.

Bendigo - Greater Bendigo Planning SchemeAmendments L49, L80 and L83.

Maffra Planning Scheme - Amendment L34.

Berwick Planning Scheme - Amendments LI39
Part A. LI42 and LI4S.

Manbymong Planning Scheme - Amendment
No. 29 (part I).

Boroondara Planning Scheme - Amendment L39.

Maroondah Planning Scheme - Amendments
L24 Part I, L26 and L28.

Bright Planning Scheme - Amendment L47.
Melbourne Planning Scheme.
Brimbank Plarming Scheme - Amendments L41,
L44, L53, LS6, L60 and L61.
Cast1emaine Planning Scheme - Amendment
L21.

Melbourne Planning Scheme - Amendments
L237, L294, L296, L306 to L308, L320 and L323
to L325.
Melton Planning Scheme - Amendment LI 05.
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Mildura (City) Planning SchemeAmendment L65.
Mitchell Planning Scheme.
Moe Planning Scheme - Amendments L45 to
L47.
Moira Planning Scheme - Amendment U I.
Monash Planning Scheme - Amendments L37,
L38, L40, L49 and L56.
Moreland Planning Scheme - Amendments L55,
L58and L62.
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Yarm Ranges Planning Scheme - Amendments
L76, L96, 97, Ll03, 104.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 - Code of
Practice for Debarking of Dogs, 6 April 1999.
Project Development and Construction Management Act
1994 - Nomination and Application Orders relating to the
State Netball and Hockey Centre and the Sidney Myer Music
Bowl Refurbishment, together with statements of reasons for
making the Orders (six papers).
Queen Elizabeth Centre - Minister for Health's report of
1 February 1999 of receipt of the 1997-98 report.

Narracan Planning Scheme - Amendment L60.

Rural Finance Act 1988 - Treasurer's directive of
13 January 1999 to Rural Finance Corporation.

Nillumbik Planning Scheme - Amendments L 16
toLl8.

Seyrnour District Memorial Hospital- Report, 1997-98.

Pakenham Planning Scheme - Amendments
Ll34, Ll42, Ll58 to Ll61, 163, Ll64, 168 and
Ll69.

South Eastern Regional Waste Management GroupReport, 1997-98 (two papers).
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:

Port Phillip Planning Scheme - Amendments C3,
C7 andC15.

Accident Compensation Act 1985 - No. 8/1999.

Queenscliffe Planning Scheme.

Administration and Probate Act 1958 - No.
143/1998.

Rosedale Planning Scheme - Amendments L49
and L51.

Adoption Act 1984 - No. 3211999.
Audit Act 1994-No. 11/1999.

Sale Planning Scheme - Amendments L31 and
L32.
Stonnington Planning Scheme - Amendments
L37, L51, L54, L70 and L75.
Traralgon (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment

Building Act 1993 - No. 148/1998 and No.
1611999.
Casino Control Act 1991 - No. 35/1999.

L77.

Club Keno Act 1993 - Tattersall Consultations
Act 1958 - No. 1511999.

Victoria - State Section Planning SchemesAmendments 576, 578 to S81 and SRS.

CountyComtActI958-Nos.I44, 145, 157 and
158/1998 and No. 2011999.

Victoria Planning Provisions - Amendments VC5
and VC6.

Country Fire Authority Act 1958 - No. 161/1998.

Wangaratta Planning Scheme.

Dangerous Goods Act 1985 - Nos. 153 and
15411998.

Warmambool Planning Scheme - Amendment
L31.

Dentists Act 1972 - No. 139/l998.

Wembee Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll17
Part 2.
Whitehorse Planning Scheme - Amendments
U9, L37, 39, L40 to L42 and L44.

Discharged Servicemen's Preference Act 1943No. 31/1999.
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act
1981-No.159/1998.
Education Act 1958 - No. 7/1999.

Whittlesea Planning Scheme - Amendments 165
andL173.
Wodonga Rural (City) Planning SchemeAmendment L22.

Fisheries Act 1995 - Nos. 1,9 and 25/1999.
Food Act 1984 -No. 37/1999.
Forests Act 1958 - No. 14611998.

Wyndharn Planning Scheme.
Gas Industry Act 1994 - No. 19/1999.
Yarm Planning Scheme - Amendments L65,
L73, L79, L84 to L87 and L90.

Gas Safety Act 1997 - Nos. 4 to 611999.

Health Act 1958 - No. 21/1999.
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Land Tax Act 1958 - No. 15611998.
Legal Practice Act 1996 - No. 1411999.

Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 - Nos. 13 and
18/1999.
Livestock Disease Control Act 1994 No. 34/1999.
Local GovemmentAct 1989- No. 211999.
Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - Nos. 137, 162 and
163/1998 and No. 10/1999.
Marine Act 1988 - No. 17011998.
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - No. 2211999.
Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985 No. 13811998.
Pay-roll Tax Act 1971- No. 14911998 and No.
3/1999.
Podiatrists Registration Act 1997 - No. 155/1998.
Property Law Act 1958 -

No. 166/1998.

Psychologists Registration Act 1987 No. 147/1998.
Physiotherapists Act 1978 - No. 167/1998 and
No. 2311999.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 No. 168/1998.
Road Safety Act 1986 - Nos. 17 and 26 to
29/1999.
Road Safety Act 1986 - Transport Act 1983 No. 169/1998.

Ministers' exception certificates under section 8(4)
in respect of Statutory Rule Nos. 137, 139, 141 to
145,150,156 to 158, 162 and 163/1998; Nos. 10,
20,24,25 and 33/1999.
Ministers' exemption certificates under section
9(6) in respect of Statutory Rules Nos. 146, 151,
153 to 155, 159, 160, 164 to 167 and 169 to
17111998; Nos. I to 3,9, 12, 14 to 17, 19,21,23,
27,28, 30 and 3211999.
Tattersall's- Financial statements, 1997-98.
Tweddle Child and Family Health Service - Minister for
Health's report of 25 March 1999 of receipt of the 1997-98
report.

Wildlife Act 1975 - Notices of control of hunting, Nos. 1
and 211999, 15 March 1999 (two papers).
Yana Bend Pari< Trust - Minister for Conservation and
Land Management's report of 13 January 1999 of receipt of
the 1997-98 report.
Youth Parole Board and Youth Residential Board - Report,
1997-98.
Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in Council
fixing operntive dates in respect of the following Acts:
Building (Plumbing) Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions (except section 6) - 1 January 1999
(Gazette No. S148. 11 December 1998).
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions - 31 December 1998 (Gazette No.
G49. 10 December 1998).
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Act 1997 - Sections 4(2), 6 and 8
(exceptparagraph(a»-13 December 1998
(Gazette No. G50. 17 December 1998).

State Superannuation Act 1988 - No. 1211999.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Nos. 36 and
38/1999.
Supreme Comt Act 1986 - Nos. 141, 142 and
150/1998.
Supreme Comt Act 1986 - Crimes Act 1958Confiscation Act 1997 - No. 33/1999.
Tobacco Act 1987-No.I60/1998.
Transfer of Land Act 1958 - Nos. 164 and
165/1998.
Transport Act 1983 - Nos. 140 and 171/1998 and
No. 30/1999.
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tnbunal Act
1998 - No. 2411999.
Water Indusoy Act 1994 - No. 151/1998.
Wildlife Act 1975 - No. 15211998.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 -

Electricity IndustIy (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Act 1997 - Section II - 13 December 1998
(Gazette No. G50. 17 December 1998).
Gas Safety Act 1997 - Remaining provisions I February 1999 (Gazette No. G3. 21 January
1999).

Health Services (Further Amendment) Act 1998Section 6 - 21 December 1998 (Gazette
No. S148. 11 December 1998).
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Act
1998 - Part 3 and Schedule 4 - I April 1999
(Gazette No. Gl3. 1 April 1999).

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Act 1998Remaining provisions - I February 1999 (Gazette
No. G51. 24 December 1998).
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions-17FebruaI)' 1999 (Gazette No. S22.

16 February 1999).
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Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Act
1998 - Sections 4, 11 and 14 - I April 1999
(Gazette No. GJ3. I April 1999).
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Act
1998 - Remaining provisions - 22 December
1998 (Gazette No. S148. 11 December 1998).
National Electricity (Victoria) Act 1997Remaining provisions - 13 December 1998
(Gazette No. G50. 17 December 1998).
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Act 1998Remaining provisions - 1 December 1998
(Gazette No. G47. 26 November 1998).
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Act
1998 - Remaining provisions - 3 December
1998 (Gazette No. G47. 26 November 1998).
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Act 1998Remaining provisions - 19 November 1998
(Gazette No. G46, 19 November 1998).

That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill contains a package of amendments designed to
continue reforming the criminal justice system in
response to ongoing public pressure for more
accountable, efficient and fair court processes.

In light of recent unfortunate media comments about
these amendments, I would like to confirm that this
government is responsible for the form of the
amendments, which followed extensive consultation
and input from a wide range of people.
The bill reforms committal proceedings in the
Magistrates Court; changes the system of appeals from
the Magistrates Court in criminal proceedings; and
makes other miscellaneous amendments relevant to the
operation of the criminal justice system.
Reform of committal proceedings

Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Act
1998 - Sections 14 and 15 - 18 February 1999
(Gazette No. G7, 18 February 1999); remaining
provisions (except sections 14 and 15)10 December 1998 (Gazette No. G49,
10 December 1998).

The system of committal hearings in Victoria has come
under increasing scrutiny in recent times with criticism
being directed at the manner in which contested
committal proceedings are conducted.

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Act
1998 - Sections 17 to 19, 22, 25 and 26 1 January 1999 (Gazette No. G51, 24 December
1998).

The number of witnesses called at the committal
hearing and the length of the cross-examination of them
can operate to prolong the subsequent jury trial and can
be the source of many delays.

Road Safety (Amendment) Act 1998 Remaining provisions - 1 May 1999 (Gazette No.
Gll.1SMarch 1999).
Road Safety (Further Amendment) Act 1998 Sections 5(1), 8, 11 and 12 - I May 1999
(Gazette No. Gll, IS March 1999).
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Act 1998 Sections 12 to 15,27 and 30 - 1 February 1999
(Gazette No. G3, 21 January 1999).
Transport Acts (Amendment) Act 1998Remaining provisions - 4 March 1999 (Gazette
No. G9, 4 March 1999).
Transport (Amendment) Act 1998 - Remaining
provisions - 8 December 1998 (Gazette No. 5145,
8 December 1998).
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Act
1998 - Remaining provisions - I January 1999
(Gazette No. 5148, 11 December 1998).

MAGISTRATES' COURT (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUlSE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:

The courts have clearly stated that committals are
neither intended to be a fishing expedition nor a
rehearsal proceeding for defence counsel to practise
cross-examination on witnesses, yet questioning of this
kind continues to occur. In the present system, it can be
difficult for the magistrate to prevent irrelevant
cross-examination at large because the defendant is
under no obligation to disclose the issues in dispute.
Concern has also been expressed about witnesses
having to undergo cross-examination on two separate
occasions - committal and trial- particularly
vulnerable witnesses such as children. In some cases
committal proceedings have been abused as an
opportunity to engage in long and repetitive
cross-examination designed to intimidate vulnerable
witnesses or to set up the basis for an attack at the trial.
Another problem that occurs relates to blanket requests
for the attendance of witnesses with no proper thought
being given to which witnesses are really required until
the day of the court hearing. It is not uncommon for the
police to spend time and money locating witnesses and
arranging for their attendance at court only to discover
that the witnesses are no longer required. This is
particularly frustrating for expert witnesses such as
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forensic scientists and medical examiners who are often
called for needlessly, as a matter of course. The need to
curtail such practices has become urgent
In April 1998 the Attorney-General established a
Committal Proceedings Consultative Committee
comprised of senior members of the legal profession to
consider the future of committal proceedings in
Victoria in light of such criticisms. Committee
members included members of the judiciary and
magistracy, the Victorian DPP and his Chief Crown
Prosecutor, the Commonwealth Deputy DPP, the
managing director ofVLA, several representatives of
the Criminal Bar Association and Bar Council and the
Law Institute.
The committee considered several reform models and
vigorously debated the proper path to reform in this
state. I would like to thank all committee members for
generously devoting their time and expertise to the task
of considering how committal proceedings in Victoria
might be improved. In developing these reforms the
government has relied on the expert input of committee
members.
The government has approached the task of reforming
preliminary hearings with caution and has learnt from
the experience of other jurisdictions. The bill focuses on
improving the effectiveness of committal hearings,
capitalising on the opportunity these proceedings
provide for the parties to come together with a view to
resolving the issues in dispute and bearing in mind that
properly justified and controlled cross-examination of
witnesses can benefit both prosecution and defence.
The major provisions relating to committal proceedings
are as follows:

Early and foll disclosure
The bill strengthens the disclosure function of
committals to assist in the identification and refinement
of the issues in dispute in cases. The prosecution is
required to provide defendants with full details of the
case against them at the earliest possible stage and in
turn, defendants are required to state the issues in
dispute if seeking to cross-examine witnesses.

No cross-examination without leave
Under the amendments, preparation of a hand-up brief
will be the norm. Cross-examination of witnesses will
now only be allowed at committal hearings if the
magistrate grants leave. The bill provides that leave
shall not be granted unless the magistrate is satisfied
that the evidence elicited by the cross-examination will
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have substantial relevance to the facts in issue in the
proceeding.
The bill establishes a procedure under clause 12
requiring the defendant to notify the informant, the DPP
and the court in writing of the witnesses it is sought to
question. The defendant will be required to provide
details of the scope and purpose of the proposed
questioning and explain how it has substantial
relevance to the facts in issue.
If such a notice is served the magistrate will hear and
determine the application for leave to cross-examine the
witnesses at the committal mention hearing. If the
application is successful the matter will be listed at a
later date for a contested hearing. If unsuccessful, the
case will proceed as a paper committal upon the
hand-up brief.
The bill sets out several criteria which the magistrate
must have regard to when considering whether or not
leave to cross-examine should be granted. These are:
the need to ensure that the case for the prosecution is
adequately disclosed;
the need to ensure that the issues for trial are
adequately defined;
the need to ensure that the evidence is of sufficient
weight to support a conviction; and
the interests of justice.
The bill also provides magistrates with a specific power
to curtail oppressive, irrelevant and repetitiolls
questioning. As the defence will be required to state the
issues in dispute when seeking to cross-examine
witnesses, magistrates will be better able to determine
the relevance of cross-examination.
The amendments will allow cross-examination to
proceed in appropriate cases while at the same time
ensuring the restraint of irrelevant fishing expeditions
and rehearsal questioning. The reforms accommodate
legitimate concerns about witnesses being subjected
without good cause to the trauma of cross-examination
on two occasions.
The bill provides extra protection from
cross-examination for witnesses under 18 by providing
that the court must not grant leave to cross-examine
unless satisfied that the interests of justice cannot
adequately be served except by doing so. Such
witnesses are particularly vulnerable to the stress of
being cross-examined and the government believes that
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they should only be cross-examined at committal
hearings where absolutely necessary.
Enhancing the ability ofmagistrates to control
proceedings
Court cases have traditionally been driven by the
parties. The bill enhances the case management powers
of magistrates to ensure instead that the court can
control the cases before it.
The bill streamlines and clarifies the formal steps prior
to the committal hearing and enables rules to be made
for the conduct of committal proceedings. The rules
will set the time frames that are expected to be achieved
in the new committals system and will provide
guidance to practitioners about what is expected of
them at each stage of the process. Accountability to
government and the community will be maintained by
providing a reporting mechanism on case flows and
elapsed times.
Reluctant witnesses
The bill incorporates a procedure to allow reluctant
witnesses to be called to court and questioned to obtain
their evidence prior to the committal proceeding. This
power has become necessary to combat an increasing
problem where persons or institutions refuse to
cooperate with investigating authorities to provide
statements, thereby jeopardising complex prosecutions,
such as fraud cases.
This new investigative procedure will enable evidence
to be obtained and will minimise disruption to the later
committal proceeding. The defendant will be entitled to
a copy of the evidence arising out of a proceeding of
this kind, whether or not the prosecution ultimately
chooses to rely on the evidence of the witness.
Plea briefs
In cases where the defendant wishes to plead guilty, the
need for the prosecution to prepare a full hand-up brief
is questionable. Not only does this add to the delays in
having the case resolved, it also adds to the costs of
both prosecuting and defending the matter. The bill
endorses the preparation of plea briefs in cases where
the parties agree and the defendant wishes to plead
guilty. Such cases can be dealt with simply and
expeditiously, benefiting victims in the recovery
process and reducing time spent by defendants in
custody on remand.
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Costs
In order to encourage timely compliance with the
statutory regime, the bill allows magistrates to order
costs where there has been an unreasonable failure to
comply with the act by any party that has resulted in the
proceeding being prolonged. This underlines that the
new regime requires the players to be pro-active and
prepared

The package of amendments will place increased
pressure on the parties to come together and commence
negotiations at an earlier stage than presently occurs.
During 1997-78, approximately 40 per cent of
adjournments at committal mention stage were granted
to allow discussions to occur with the DPP. Another
18 per cent occurred because one or other of the parties
needed more time to prepare.
The government is confident that these reforms will
tackle such problems by promoting the earlier
consideration of the issues by the parties and ensuring
that guilty pleas are identified sooner than is presently
the case. Where charges are contested, the new
provisions establish the conditions for a more focused
and efficient trial, which will save time and money in
the higher courts and enhance community confidence in
the criminal justice system.
Appeals from the Magistrates Court to the County
Court in criminal proceedings
An appeal can currently be lodged at the County Court

by a defendant or the prosecution against a decision
imposed by the Magistrates Court. An appeal is lodged
against either conviction or sentence and most appeals
are against sentence.
The objectives of the appeal amendments are to alter
the system of appeals in criminal cases to bring about a
fairer and more efficient appeals system in which an
appellant will be genuinely at risk when he or she
appeals from the Magistrates Court to the County
Court. The bill also discourages frivolous appeals.
Public concerns about utilising court resources
effectively are addressed by promoting the most
efficient use of prosecutorial and judicial resources in
County Court appeals.
Currently, a person who appeals against a conviction
and/or sentence handed down by a magistrate enjoys
significantly inappropriate advantages that bring this
appeal system into disrepute. On appeal, the appellant
has the opportunity to re-run the case, often presenting
new or additional material to the County Court judge
that has not been placed in front of the magistrate.
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It is not unusual for a County Court judge on anyone

day to have, for instance, 10 to 12 appeals listed for
hearing and then have a significant number, if not all,
abandoned by appellants at the door of the court. This
demonstrates an unacceptable lack of thought,
preparation and assessment of the merits of a case by
appellants and their legal practitioners. The high levels
of abandonments indicate that many appeals are lodged
in an unmeritorious attempt to have two bites of the
cherry as the appellant currently has nothing to lose
from lodging an appeal. The collapsing of court lists is
an inefficient use of court time and resources which this
bill addresses.
After an appeal has commenced and the County Court
judge has heard some of the evidence and is
considering imposing a greater sentence than that
handed down by the magistrate, the judge usually
warns the appellant that he or she is considering
increasing the magistrate's sentence. When the County
Court judge gives such a warning it nearly always leads
to the appeal being withdrawn. In 1997,27 per cent of
appeals - 628 cases - were abandoned by the
appellant at various stages of the appeal.

In practice, therefore, the appellant does not receive a
higher sentence. This means that there is no
disincentive to lodging an appeal against a sentence in
an attempt to improve the outcome, given that there is
nothing to lose from doing so. This may be considered
as giving the appellant two bites of the cherry - that is,
presenting their case in two courts without the risk of a
greater sentence being imposed. Valuable court
resources, time and effort has been wasted that could
otherwise have been used to deal with other matters.
The bill provides a number of measures to address these
problems. The court will have a discretionary power to
award costs against an appellant where the application
is frivolous, vexatious or an abuse of process. Appeal
application documents will advise that the sentence
imposed by the Magistrates Court may be increased by
a County Court judge, thus ensuring that once an appeal
has commenced there will be a genuine risk of an
increased sentence being imposed. Once a notice of
appeal has been lodged with the County Court, the
appeal may be withdrawn in the 30 days which are
available to lodge an appeal notice. If an appellant
seeks to abandon after this time the court will need to
be satisfied that exceptional circumstances exist which
warrant abandonment.
The bill provides that where an appellant was charged
with multiple charges in the Magistrates Court, related
to one event, all the charges that led to the sentence
imposed by the magistrate will be included in the
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appeal to ensure that the judge re-hearing the charge
appealed has a more comprehensive version of the
facts.
Currently if an appellant fails to appear, the County
Court will strike out the appeal. The bill gives the
County Court the ability to determine an appeal in the
absence of the appellant. A re-hearing will be
permissible where an application for re-hearing is
lodged within 30 days of the appellant receiving
notification of the appeal determination. The applicant
will also need to demonstrate that the initial failure to
appear was not due to their fault or neglect. If an
application is lodged outside that time frame, the court
is only to grant the application if satisfied that the
failure to apply for a re-hearing within the 3D-day
period was due to exceptional circumstances, and if
satisfied that the respondent's case would not be
materially prejudiced because of the delay.
The bill will have the effect of making appellants and
legal advisers fully consider the merits of an application
to appeal and the consequences of lodging an appeal.
This will change the system from one of no risk to the
appellant to one where the appellant must assume a real
degree of risk.

Appeals from the County and Supreme courts to the
Court of Appeal

In recent years, the Court of Appeal has expressed
concern that some appeals are being brought before the
court which are totally without merit Such appeals
delay the hearing of meritorious appeals, waste
valuable court time and increase the burden on legal aid
resources.
The Sentencing Act 1991 is being amended to deter
frivolous appeals. Section 18 provides a mechanism for
recognising the time an offender has been held in
custody prior to sentence, as well as treating such terms
as a period of imprisonment already served under the
sentence. The bill provides the Court of Appeal with a
discretion to order that time spent in custody - up to a
maximum of three months - between lodging an
application for leave to appeal against sentence and its
dismissal not count as time served. Jurisdiction to
exercise the power will arise where the Court of Appeal
is satisfied that the application for leave to appeal is
frivolous or vexatious or was brought without there
being any reasonably arguable grounds. This
amendment will ensure that potential appellants
carefully consider their position prior to lodging an
application for leave to appeal against sentence. The
provision appropriately balances the interests of persons
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with valid grounds of appeal against the interests of the
whole community in the criminal justice system.

considerable number of acts that were unproclaimed,
spent or no longer relevant.

Miscellaneous amendments

In preparing the list of acts to be repealed by this bill
the committee consulted with the ministers and
departments responsible for these acts to determine
their suitability for repeal.

The bill amends the County Court Act 1958 to clarify
that the County Court has the power to grant injunctive
relief in criminal proceedings. The bill also broadens
the scope of the grounds on which the public may be
excluded from the County and Supreme courts, to
achieve consistency with the equivalent provisions that
apply in each of the Supreme, County and Magistrates
courts, and in recognition of the need on occasion to
close the court for reasons such as security, the physical
safety of persons and the general administration of
justice.
The bill also empowers the Magistrates Court to
prohibit the publication of material relevant to a
pending proceeding. Such an order cannot run for
longer than seven days unless confirmed by the County
or Supreme courts.
I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. A. NARDELLA
(Melbourne North) on motion of Hon. Pat Power.
Debate adjourned untD next day.

STATUTE LAW REVISION (REPEALS)
BILL
Second reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to repeal over 250 acts that
have been determined as being spent or outdated by the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee in
consultation with the Chief Parliamentary Counsel.
This bill will repeal the Victorian Tourism Commission
(Tourism Victoria) Act 1992 and the Emergency
Management (Amendment) Act 1994 but will ensure
that transitional provisions contained in these acts are
retained by inserting equivalent provisions in the
Tourism Victoria Act 1992 and the Emergency
Management Act 1986 respectively.
This bill continues the work commenced by the
committee in 1994 which resulted in the enactment of
the Statute Law Revision Act 1995 which repealed a

This bill is needed to reduce the number and
complexity of acts contained on the Victorian statute
book so that it remains clear, relevant and accords with
the needs of the community.
I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned untO next day.

PUBUC SECTOR REFORM (FURTHER
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading

Hon.. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to make minor corrections to
amendments made to acts by the Public Sector Reform
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 1998 and to make
additional amendments to other acts.
The Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Act 1998 amended acts contained in
schedule I to that act so as to bring these acts into line
with the Public Sector Management and Employment
Act 1998.
Schedule 1 of the bill amends schedule 1 of the Public
Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 1998
so as to correct minor typographical and grammatical
errors that occurred as a result of amendments made by
the act. Accordingly the bill will operate from 26 May
1998, the royal assent date of the Public Sector Reform
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 1998.
Schedule 2 of the bill makes amendments to a number
of acts so as to bring them into line with the Public
Sector Management and Employment Act 1998.
I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (AMENDMENT) BILL

COUNCIL

18

Debate adjourned until next day.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill amends the Environment Protection Act 1970,
which is the key legislative tool for environment
protection in Victoria
The bill introduces a number of amendments designed
to enhance the effectiveness of the Environment
Protection Act 1970 and implement government
commitments to the environment.
Under the Kennett government, Victoria has been a
leader in environment protection and waste
management. This bill builds on that record of
leadership and success.
It will help the government to place a renewed
emphasis on waste management, including:
helping the development of improved and
sustainable recycling programs;
working with industry to improve the management
of industrial wastes, and
provide a focus on reducing the generation of
hazardous wastes, identifying opportunities to gain
maximum economic value from hazardous wastes,
and avoiding the need to dispose of such wastes to
landfills wherever possible.
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individual company, a group of companies or an
industry association with the Environment Protection
Authority (EPA).
The IWRA approach encourages the analysis of an
industry's waste stream and of the economic value of
its wastes. An IWRA also sets out the part that the
industry will play in supporting waste minimisation and
the recovery, reuse and recycling of residual wastes
created by production processes. It aims to discourage
disposal to landfill, and ensure the safe disposal of
those wastes that cannot be reused.
The amendments contained within this bill will
strengthen the existing IWRA system by ensuring that
agreements produced:
address all of the relevant issues;
are consistent with the Environment Protection Act
and the regulations and state environment protection
policies made under that act; and
are consistent in format and content.
The bill will also enable EPA to issue infringement
notices in cases of technical or less serious breaches of
the IWRA provisions of the act. This will apply, for
example, where EPA has issued a notice requiring
submission of a draft agreement and the finn or
industry in question fails to submit a draft IWRA within
the time period specified in the notice. It will also apply
for a failure to respond to a notice issued by EPA
requiring that a breach of an IWRA, such as failure to
provide progress reports, be rectified. At the moment,
the only recourse available to the authority is
prosecution with a potential penalty of$1O 000. The
use of infringement notices will allow a more
appropriate penalty to be imposed for such minor
offences.

I will now outline the key elements of the bill in more
detail.

2. Kerbside recycling and recyclable materials

1. Industry waste reduction agreements

One of the key purposes of this bill is to introduce
mechanisms to improve the management of recyclable
materials. Kerbside recycling is an extremely important
component of environment protection, and one that all
Victorians should be able to contribute to. Victoria has
been extremely successful in developing kerbside
recycling systems which cover the state and in which
our community participates at extremely high rates.

The bill will amend the provisions of the Environment
Protection Act 1970 governing industry waste reduction
agreements.
Industry waste reduction agreements (IWRA) are a
fleXIble mechanism by which industries and individual
companies can demonstrate their commitment to
protection of the environment and conservation of
resources.
An IWRA is a legally enforceable agreement
voluntarily entered into by an industry sector, an

management

Despite the extensive coverage of collection systems
and Victoria's high participation rates in these
programs, the viability of kerbside recycling systems is
still not assured with ongoing support from local and
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state governments being required over the years. Two
key problems underlie the vulnerability of our
recyclable materials collection and reprocessing
industries. Firstly, price squeezes, which occur when
international commodity prices drop, can often force
small, inexperienced or inefficient firms out of
business. Secondly, the small size of Australian markets
means that it is often difficult to find markets for
recyclable materials when they compete with virgin
products.
The Victorian government has been working with other
Australian governments to develop a national strategy
for improving the management of recyclable materials.
This has included the negotiation of a national
packaging covenant under the auspices of the
Australian and New Zealand Environment and
Conservation Council.
The national packaging covenant is a joint program
whereby industries that produce and use packaging will
work with governments to fund and implement
programs to improve the management of recyclable
materials throughout Australia Industry has made an
offer of funding for this program, and this bill will
allow the Victorian government to provide matching
funds to ensure that a cooperative approach is taken by
industry and government to achieve improvements in
recycling that will benefit the whole Victorian
community.
To support the implementation of the covenant, the
National Environment Protection Council (NEPC) has
announced its intention to make a national environment
protection measure for used packaging materials. The
covenant and national environment protection measure
will provide for the implementation of a range of
programs to address the key issues that currently place
the long-term viability of Victoria's and Australia's
kerbside recycling systems in doubt.
Temporarily increase the landfilllevy

In order to raise the funds required to match an industry
offer of funding for a three-year period under the
national packaging covenant, this bill introduces a
temporary increase in the rate of the landfilllevy, which
applies to metropolitan landfills. This increase will
apply for a limited period of three years only, from
1 July 1999 to 30 June 2002 to complement the
industry funding offer.
The levy rate will be increased from $3 to $4 per tonne,
raising an estimated total of$1O.8 million over the
three-year period. This money will be used to fund the
government's commitments under the national
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packaging covenant. The funds will also support
additional government programs designed to ensure the
sustainability of our recycling programs.
These amendments demonstrate that this government is
dedicated to the future viability and stability of
recycling in this state, by directly allocating collected
funds to achieving structural reform of recyclable
materials collection and processing industries.
National environment protection measure for used
packaging materials
The bill also provides for the implementation of the
proposed national environment protection measure
(NEPM) for used packaging materials by allowing for
the adoption of that measure as a Victorian state
environment protection policy. This will fulfil the
government's commitment under the national
packaging covenant to ensure that industry that chooses
not to contribute to the covenant programs cannot then
obtain a benefit based on the good will of those ±inns
which are contributing to this national effort.
National environment protection measures are an
important way of developing consistent national
approaches to environment protection. The recent
adoption of new national air quality standards is a good
example of this. The Victorian government is keen to
see national approaches to improving recycling
programs, and the bill will support this both through the
temporary levy increase and through enabling a NEPM
on the issue to be adopted in Victoria Both of these
changes will strengthen the cooperative approach
between industry and government and lead to improved
outcomes for all Victorians and Australians.
3. Transport and tracking of waste
Another area of waste management, in which Victoria
has led the way, is the safe transport of hazardous
wastes. Victoria has a longstanding regulatory regime

for managing the transport and disposal of hazardous
wastes. This model was recently adopted by the
National Environment Protection Council as the basis
for a new NEPM for managing the transport of
hazardous wastes across state and territory borders.
The bill will introduce some new elements to further
improve the effectiveness of Victoria's regulatory
regime, and to allow for full implementation of the new
national environment protection measure.
Most of these new elements were identified during the
extensive community consultation which EPA
conducted in developing Victoria's new industrial
waste strategy. That consultative process identified
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some new opportunities for improving the existing
system for managing transport and tracking of
hazardous wastes.
In particular, the bill introduces a new framework
which will allow for the application of new information
technologies. This will empower industry to develop
innovative, lower cost approaches thereby ensuring that
Victoria's good record on the safe transport of
hazardous wastes is maintained.

The new framework will also ensure that industry is
encowaged to develop new uses for these wastes. In
this way, these reforms to the transport and tracking
system complement other elements of the bill which
focus on reducing the generation and increasing the
reuse of hazardous wastes.
The amendments also provide the means for full
implementation of the recently made national
environment protection measure for the movement of
controlled waste across state and territory borders,
adopted by the NEPC. This will complete the process
of extending the existing system of safe management of
hazardous waste transport across Victoria's borders.

4. Landfilllevy for hazardous wastes
The management of hazardous wastes is an issue of
significant concern to the Victorian community. The
government is serious about reducing the generation of
hazardous wastes and ensuring that the disposal of
hazardous wastes to landfill is an action of last resort.
The bill introduces a new landfilllevy for prescribed
industrial wastes. The levy will be set at a rate of$lO
per tonne. This rate is significantly higher than the
landfilllevies paid at normal municipallandfills, and
reflects the hazardous nature of the wastes in question.
This new hazardous waste landfilllevy will send a
strong signal to Victorian industry that the government
is serious about reducing the long-term need for
hazardous waste landfills. Not only will the levy
represent a financial incentive for developing
innovative ways to reduce, reuse, recycle or treat
hazardous wastes, but the funds raised through the levy
will also enable a significant increase in the resources
invested into programs to:
work with industry to identify opportunities to
reduce the generation of hazardous wastes at their
source through cleaner production programs;
work with industry to support opportunities for
treatment and reuse of hazardous wastes such as

contaminated soils or waste solvents - which can
be used as fuels; and
implement management programs for hazardous
wastes within the community. One of the first targets
will be a program to collect unwanted hazardous
chemicals from farms throughout Victoria and
ensure their safe disposal.
We should be looking for every opportunity to divert
hazardous wastes into productive uses. To this end, a
rebate on the hazardous waste landfilllevy will be
available where such wastes are recovered from a
landfill for reuse or reprocessing within three years of
their disposal to the landfill. These rebates will
reinforce the government's message that prescribed
industrial wastes should be viewed as a resource that
can be put to productive use.

Conclusion
The bill I have outlined for you today is a clear example
of this government's commitment to environment
protection in this state. The amendments focus on
establishing effective and sustainable programs for the
management of recyclable materials, and reducing the
future need for hazardous waste landfills in Victoria.
The bill ensures Victoria can meet its important
obligations to implement national environment
protection measures developed by the National
Environment Protection Council.
The bill will enable government to match industry
funding through a small and temporary increase in the
landfilllevy for municipallandfills. The temporary
increase will finance a joint industry-government
program of reform in recycling programs to ensure that
Victorians enjoy the long-tenn benefits of a sustainable
kerbside recycling system.
Amendments to the requirements for industry waste
reduction agreements will strengthen these agreements
and enable a more effective process to develop genuine
industry commitment to waste reduction and the
recovery, recycling and reuse of wastes.
Finally, the bill will deliver significant community
benefits through the introduction of a hazardous waste
landfilllevy. This levy will discourage the disposal of
hazardous wastes to landfills, and will raise additional
funding for EPA's programs to work with industry and
the community to minimise the generation of hazardous
wastes, maximise the reuse of hazardous waste which is
generated and, where necessary, ensure its safe
disposal.
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I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) on
motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

BARLEY MARKETING (AMENDMEN1)
BILL
Second reading

Hon. G. R. CRAlGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Reform of grain marketing arrangements is one of the
key drivers of change in the grains industry. The
Victorian and South Australian governments last year
commissioned independent consultants to review the
Barley Marketing acts of Victoria and South Australia
under national competition policy (NCP) principles.
The key fmding of the NCP review was that the
Australian Barley Board (ABB) was able to use its
marketing powers to extract price premiums on the
domestic market at a small net cost to the community.
On this basis, the consultants recommended that the
domestic markets for feed and malting barley in
Victoria be formally deregulated, and that the ABB
retain its single desk for export barley sales for the
shortest practicable transition period
Since the release of the NCP review report in
December 1997, the government has consulted

extensively with the South Australian government and
the grains industry on the outcome of the review and
the marketing arrangements which will best serve all
Victorian and South Australian barley growers in the
future.
When the initial joint government response to the
review was announced at the Victorian Farmers
Federation (VFF) grains conference in March 1998, the
government signalled that the time was right to
embrace change and facilitate the development of more
commercially focused marketing arrangements. Two
key objectives were specified as being needed in future
marketing arrangements.
The first objective was to achieve a fully commercial
approach to marketing through the early establishment
of a grower-owned commercial entity to take over the
marketing responsibilities of the ABB. A fully
commercial entity able to compete effectively and grow
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as world trading arrangements are progressively
liberalised was considered essential.
The second objective was to protect the current value of
the ABB by providing an appropriate period of
transition to a fully deregulated market. The ABB is a
valuable entity which has an enviable reputation and
goodwill, and holds substantial grower assets.
A transition period is required. to allow sufficient time
for the ABB' s successor to:
develop business strategies;
establish a track record with its suppliers and
customers as a reliable marketer of quality barley;
develop an appropriate board and organisational
structure; and
make decisions to establish a sound capital base,
including commercial decisions on possible joint
ventures or mergers with other marketers in the best
interests of its grower shareholders.
The governments determined that a grower-owned
commercial company would be established by a
committee comprising representatives of the VFF,
South Australian Farmers Federation, ABB, Victorian
Department of Natural Resources and Environment
and Primary Industries and Resources South Austraiia
to succeed the ABB.
The restructure committee, chaired by VFF
representative Mr Ron Hards, is to be highly
commended for its excellent work in developing and
gaining grower support for the structure of the
companies and in meeting the tight deadlines set by the
two governments.
Two grower-owned companies have now been
established to succeed the ABB: ABB Grain Ltd, which
will receive the non-barley assets and liabilities of the
ABB; and ABB Grain Export Ltd, which will receive
the existing stocks of pooled barley and be granted the
statutory marketing powers.
ABB Grain Ltd will be an incorporated company based
on the dual-share class model.
A-class shareholders will be current growers who will
elect the majority of the board
The capital value of the company will be represented by
B-class shares, which will be distributed to persons
according to their contribution to the general reserves of
theABB.
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ABB Grain Export Ltd will be wholly owned by ABB
Grain Ltd and will be required by its constitution to
maximise export returns to growers.
The NCP review found that, at certain times, the ABB
was able to divert supply of barley from the domestic
market and raise domestic prices. During the transition
period this concern will be addressed by ensuring
transparency between the export and domestic markets
through the two-company structure:
ABB Grain Export Ltd, with statutory marketing
powers, will operate the export pools;
ABB Grain Ltd will conduct domestic trading and
other functions;
ABB Grain Export Ltd, in order to maximise the
return to growers, will sell barley on the export
market or the domestic market, whichever price is
higher; and
trading rules for both companies will ensure that all
grain sales and grain swaps are transparent and
auditable.
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The bill makes provision for the total deregulation of
the domestic barley market. These reforms apply to
barley harvested after 1 July 1998 and sold for
stockfeed purposes in Australia, and to barley produced
after 1 July 1999 and sold for malting and other
processing purposes in Australia
The bill confers on ABB Grain Export Ltd the single
export desk marketing arrangements until 30 June 2001
through minor amendments to the existing restrictions
on the sale, delivery, transport and purchase of barley
harvested in Victoria Barley retained by the grower for
use on-farm and barley which does not meet quality
standards will continue to be exempted from the
marketing restrictions.
To provide other Victorian traders and farmer
cooperatives with an opportunity to develop and supply
niche markets overseas, trading and transport of barley
in bags and containers of capacity of up to 50 tonnes
will also be exempted from the marketing restrictions.
The exemption for bags and containers is subject to any
other requirements that may be prescribed in
regulations from time to time in relation to the quality,
quantity and description of barley packed in that
manner.

It is the intention of the Victorian government that
statutory marketing arrangements will end on 30 June
200 1. However, prior to that date the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources will consult with the South
Australian minister and the barley industry generally in
managing the transition to a fully competitive market.
The ministers will also consult on the appropriateness
of continuing any statutory marketing arrangements in
the event of a merger, joint venture, acquisition or
substantial corporate restructuring involving one or
both of the successor companies and one or more other
commercial entities prior to 30 June 2001.

The export of barley by ABB Grain Export Ltd and
anything done by the company under the act in
connection with barley exports are specifically
authorised for the purposes of section 51 (1) of the
Trade Practices Act 1974 of the commonwealth and the
competition code to ensure that the legislated activities
of ABB Grain Export Ltd do not breach part IV of the
Trade Practices Act. This exception allows the ABB
group to prepare for complete deregulation and will
only apply until 30 June 200 1.

I now turn to the main provisions in the bill, which
completes the marketing reforms announced last
March.

The bill inserts a new part 12 in the act to transfer the
business of the ABB to the successor companies and
facilitate the transfer of shares to eligible growers.

The bill amends the Barley Marketing Act 1993 to:

Provision is made that the property, rights and liabilities
of the ABB are transferred to ABB Grain Ltd and ABB
Grain Export Ltd on a date to be proclaimed or, if the
date is not proclaimed, on 30 June 1999.

deregulate the domestic barley market;
transfer the assets, liabilities and staff of the ABB to
the grower-owned successor companies;
confer on ABB Grain Export Ltd, for a short
transition period, marketing arrangements similar to
those currently held by the ABB; and
dissolve the ABB and the Barley Marketing
Consultative Committee.

The bill provides that, immediately before the date on
which the property of the ABB is transferred, A and
B-class shares in ABB Grain Ltd will be issued to the
ABB in consideration for the transfer to ABB Grain Ltd
and ABB Grain Export Ltd of the board's property. The
numbers of shares will be equal to the total number of
shares to which growers are entitled in accordance with
an arrangement determined by the Victorian and South
Australian ministers and published in the Government
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Gazette. The A and B-class shares are then distributed
to eligible growers and these growers become
shareholders of ABB Grain Ltd Following the
distribution of shares, the ABB is dissolved.

The bill provides for the repeal, on or before 30 June
1999, of various parts of the act dealing with the
establishment or operation of the ABB which are no
longer required after the ABB is dissolved.
The bill makes the two companies the successors in law
of the ABB through a number of provisions relating to
agreements and legal proceedings.
The bill provides that no stamp duty is chargeable in
respect of any act or transaction that needs to be carried
out by reason of the act.
Provision is made for the transfer of employees of the
ABB to ABB Grain Ltd on the basis that the
employees' rights and entitlements are preserved and
that they are not entitled to receive any payment or
other benefit by reason only of having ceased to be an
employee of the board
The bill provides that ABB Grain Ltd must provide to
the minister and the South Australian minister a copy of
its annual report under Corporations Law together with
such additional information about the operations of the
company or ABB Grain Export Ltd as the ministers
require.
The government believes that the transfer of the ABB
business to the grower-owned company, and the
reforms contained in this bill, will enable the two new
companies to proactively position themselves in a new
business environment, as the grower-owned Vicgrain
Ltd has following the successful privatisation of the
Grain Elevators Board The new companies will have
greater freedom to pursue commercial and innovative
marketing arrangements. Growers will have a financial
investment which they can sell or borrow against, as
well as greater marketing choices. These reforms will
enable the industry to respond to a more competitive
and dynamic international market with greater
opportunities for domestic processors and barley
growers.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).
Debate adjourned until next day.
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Hon. R L KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Disability services: mobility allowance
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I raise
with the Minister for Health as the representative in this
house of the Minister for Education the mobility
allowance for adult disabled students attending the
Peter Hareourt Centre in Bendigo.
An adult disabled student receives a mobility allowance
of $1469 a year from the federal government to cover
travel costs associated with attending the centre. Those
costs include getting to and from the centre plus
transport costs associated with activities that are part of
each student's education program - activities such as
swimming and bowling. The state government has
increased the annual fare from $500 to $1469 for a
student who uses a Department of Education bus to
travel to and from the Peter Harcourt Centre. That
leaves the student with nothing for any additional travel
costs and any planned educational or sporting activities.
I understand that the problem statewide has been drawn
to the attention of the Minister for Education. However,
I urge the minister to try to effect a change of policy in
this area.

Mallee: exceptional circumstance relief
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - I raise
with the Minister for Roads and Ports as the
representative in this house of the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources a serious matter affecting
the Mallee. As the house may be aware, the Victorian
government, through the minister's department, has
produced and supported an application to the
commonwealth government for exceptional
circumstances to be declared in parts of the Mallee.
Following that application the Rural Adjustment
Scheme Advisory Council, more commonly known as
RASAC, visited areas to carry out inspections and to
hear presentations from the people involved.
During the preparation of the application and the
presentations and inspections a local committee chaired
by lan Hastings under the Victorian Farmers Federation
banner provided a great deal of input and support.
Unfortunately the application was rejected by the
commonwealth under advice from RASAC.

My parliamentary colleagues the Honourable Ron Best,
a member for North Western Province, Mr Barry
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Steggall, the member for Swan Hill in another place,
Mr John Forrest, the federal member for Mallee, and
VFF representatives do not agree with the decision. We
are particularly disappointed because we believe we are
not in the business of putting forward frivolous
applications - and history has proved that. We have
strong evidence to support the fact that the past five
seasons in the Mallee have produced exceptional
circumstances of at least 1 in 25 years, and in some
places 1 in 50 years. In fact, the hot dry conditions
experienced during some of those years were similar to
the horror years of the mid-1940s.

The Environment Protection Authority found that wood
heating is most popular in outer suburban areas, but due
to the density of housing and the age of wood heaters
the worst pollution from wood fires is registered in the
inner suburbs.

During the process RASAC was sent huge amounts of
support material and information. My colleagues and I
know that it had to consider applications from five
states, a huge task under any circumstances. We are
concerned that it may not have had adequate time to
fully consider the volume of material. It is reasonable to
point out that some of those areas are doing it very
tough due to exceptional circumstances.

Eskdale Hotel

I congratulate Minister McNamara and his department
for their professional and dedicated approach to this
task. As the present season winds on, I ask the minister
to provide advice on any further discussions that he has
initiated with the commonwealth on this crucial
application for the declaration of exceptional
circumstances in the Victorian Mallee.

Wood-burning fires

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I raise with the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology the issue
of wood-burning fires, a serious matter affecting the
environment, and ask that he give due consideration to
it himself and discuss it with those of his colleagues he
considers appropriate.
The minister would understand that wood fires in
Melbourne during the colder months are a major source
of air pollution. Recently a study of some
300 households across Melbourne indicated the extent
of the problem. Around 650 000 tonnes of wood are
burnt in domestic fireplaces and heaters in Melbourne
each year. It is a matter of concern that only 113 000
tonnes of wood are burnt in wood heaters with emission
control devices. Wood fires generate around 60 per cent
of airborne particle pollution during the winter months.
They are the main source of winter smog and they are
also responsible for 40 per cent of emissions of volatile
organic compounds such as formaldehyde. Levels of
particle emissions from domestic sources increase more
than lO-fold over winter.

I ask the Leader of the Government to raise with the
appropriate minister the need for the government to
support the EPA to ensure that wood-burning fires in
Melbourne are slowly and appropriately upgraded so
that they meet Australian design standards and
therefore address this serious emission problem.

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I raise
with the Minister for Small Business a matter affecting
a hotel in my electorate. I spent last Thursday, which
was a glorious autumnal day, in the Mitta Valley, one
of the more pleasant parts of Victoria and an area that I
am honoured to represent with the Honourable
Jeanette Powell. I was considering a number of issues
there, such as stock on roads and the like.
I took the opportunity to visit the Eskdale hotel, as is
my wont when I travel through Eskdale, and I had one
of the best glasses of beer I have had for a long while.
The hotel had its roof removed and the iron was being
replaced, the original having lasted for 125 years, which
speaks volumes for the quality of building material all
that time ago. While at the hotel the owner raised with
me a situation he is now running up against in his
endeavours to change the leasehold of the hotel from
the existing lessee to a new lessee. It is proposed to
lease the hotel to two young men from the Mitta Valley.
I wish them well on their enterprise into the hotel
business, and particularly on their willingness to ensure
a hotel is maintained in a small country district such as
Eskdale. One only has to look across the river into New
South Wales to see hotels closing in many small
localities, which is a detriment to those communities.
Fortunately the Victorian law is somewhat different
from the New South Wales law and we are not running
into that problem yet.
It appears the provisions of the Retail Tenancies Act,
which I believe Parliament passed with the intention of
controlling leases in shopping malls and multileased
buildings and not single enterprise situations such as
those in country towns, is impinging somewhat because
the floor area of the building is less than lOOO square
metres and therefore comes within the ambit of the act.
It would clearly not apply to a bigger hotel in a larger
town because one would soon reach a floor area of
more than 1000 square metres. A hotel in a country
district can be quite a small building. I understand from
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my research that the industry associations may have
been a little tardy in making representations to the

government at the time the legislation was under
consideration and this problem was not foreseen.
I invite the minister to examine the situation to see
whether there are ways and means of making certain
that everyday occurrences, such as the changing of
leases of small businesses in rural towns, are not unduly
hindered by legislation that I am sure the house would
acknowledge was largely designed to cater for larger
urban areas.

Rail: Sydenbam station
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
ask the Minister for Roads and Ports to direct the
attention of the Minister for Transport in another place
to the fact that Hillside, Sydenham, Banchory Grove
and Taylors Lakes are suburbs with high population
growth. The Sydenham railway station services the
region and is adjacent to the Melton Highway, the old
Melton-Keilor Road, which has boom gates for
vehicles. The railway crossing is experiencing a large
growth in vehicle and passenger use, especially by
students from a number of schools in the vicinity who
use it to get to and from school.
I understand there are plans to move the railway station
closer to the Watergardens shopping complex.
Tragically on 1 April this year Clinton Nicholls, a
16-year-old pedestrian, was hit by a train and killed at
the railway crossing, which does not have pedestrian or
boom gates. Will the minister urgently review the
railway crossing, especially the pedestrian crossing,
with a view to modifying it to warn and protect
pedestrians and users of the station? We must ensure
that tragedies such as that do not recur.

Bendigo: radiotherapy services
Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) - The Minister
for Health would be aware that for many years I have
supported the establishment of a radiotherapy unit in
the Bendigo area. The minister would understand the
dislocation and distress that is caused for many country
families that have to travel to the metropolitan area to
receive treatment, usually when they are at their most
vulnerable. I was delighted during the federal election
that the Premier announced that three areas in country
Victoria were to receive radiotherapy units and that
those three sites had been identified, one being in
Bendigo.
Recently the Labor member for Bendigo West in the
other place questioned the government's commitment
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to establishing a radiotherapy unit in the Bendigo area.
Will the minister advise the house of the current status
of the establishment of radiotherapy units in country
Victoria, in particular Bendigo?

Food: genetic engineering
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Health a
citizens jury at Australia's inaugural consensus
conference which issued a unanimous report
recommending that all genetically modified foods be
labelled. It recommended that a statutory authority be
established to oversee the introduction of gene
technology and that its deliberations be made public. It
criticised the present regulatory bodies, including the
Australia New Zealand Food Authority, which assesses
the safety of new genetically modified food, for not
serving community interests or ensuring that the
decision-making process is assessable therefore leaving
it open to bias.
The conference pointed out that comprehensive
labelling is the only way to ensure that health, religious,
moral and ethical food choices are placed solely in the
hands of individual customers. Australia's major
trading partners in Asia and Europe will label
genetically engineered foods. Europe and Japan are
likely to require the labelling of oils, sugars and so on,
and the products contained in them. The annual Codex
alimentarious food labelling meetings have rejected the
United States of America four times for its no-labelling
policy. Therefore there is no Codex standard that
excludes labels.

In December last health ministers voted six to four in
favour oflabelling all genetically engineered foods, but
there is pressure from ANZFA for some refmed GM
foods, such as vegetable oils, to be exempt from
labelling.
The government, which has said it will establish a gene
technology office, is considering the best way to
regulate gene technology. Does the minister support
that proposition and which way did Victoria vote at the
health ministers conference?

Buses: Rowville
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I ask the
Minister for Roads and Ports to take up a matter with
the Minister for Transport in another place. I recently
met with the honourable member for Knox in the other
place and with others from the local area who have
been lobbying for improved public transport facilities.
All the government members in the area have been
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working with the respective ministers on a number of
public transport improvements. On this occasion two
specific items that representatives of the community
group raised are worth the minister's examination. The
first is the possibility of extending the Nightrider bus
service for young people into the Rowville area. The
existing Nightrider service terminates at Ferntree Gully.
The Rowvi1le area has a large youth population because
it is a new, developing area. There may be an
opportunity of extending the Nightrider bus service to
provide additional service to the community. As a local
member I believe it would be worth examining the
feasibility of that extension.
The second matter, which would probably need to be
pursued with the City ofKnox but relates to the same
issue, is the improvement of bus terminal facilities at
the Stud Park shopping centre. Currently some
upgrading of bus services has taken place in the
Rowville district, but concern has been expressed about
the existing facilities at that shopping centre for people
who are transferring from one bus to another or using
those services.
Will the minister with his department, and perhaps with
the City ofKnox and the local bus companies servicing
those areas, take the opportunity to upgrade those
facilities?

PANCHsite
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Health his
answer to a question asked about the former Preston
and Northcote Community Hospital site by Miss Gould
during question time today. Services to be offered there
will affect a large percentage of my constituents and,
consequently, the matter is of importance to them.
I am a little confused about the way the minister
answered the question today. A leaflet distributed to all
householders in the area under the title' An Important
Message to Householders' outlines the proposal for
'New Plans for Your Local Hospitals'.
HOD. R. I. Knowles - Is that the North Eastern
Health Care Network one?
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chemotherapy, medical procedures, outpatient clinics,
diagnostics and aged care programs.

On 14 June 1996 the Age reported that:
The Preston and Northcote Community Hospital will cease to
exist from February 1998 when a $60 million hospital is built
at Epping, the health minister, Mr Rob Knowles, has
announced.
PANCH will be renamed the Preston Ambulatory Care
Centre and perfonn day SlU"gery.

Householders are entitled to take seriously what was
contained in the Age article and the leaflet - that is, a
particular facility was to be established on the PANCH
site.
Today the minister's answer to the question asked by
Miss Gould was that later work had been done and
PANCH was not seen as the best site. That may well be
the case, but the promise made to the community was
that a hospital would be built in Epping. It is not
satisfactory for the minister to say the facilities will be
located at Epping. He has not fulfilled his promise
about locating a hospital at Epping as well as
establishing day-care services in the Preston region.
Despite what the minister said earlier today, many
people in the area require day-care services. Many of
them - particularly aged people of ethnic
background - find it difficult to travel to Epping to
receive necessary services.
The minister was unable to attend a meeting in the
Northcote Town Hall on 17 March but said he would
meet with the people from PANCH on 16 April to
discuss what would happen at the P ANCH site. It
appears to be a gross breach offaith on his part to
announce before that meeting, scheduled for only a few
days time, that the PANCH site has been sold The
minister did not notify the PANCH people or bring the
meeting forward.
Will the minister say exactly what he expects to discuss
with the people from PANCH, given that decisions
have been made about the site? Will he provide to
Preston and Northcote residents the facilities additional
to those at Epping, as he originally promised?

Housing: rent arrean
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- Yes. The leaflet
states, in part, under the subheading 'The Preston
Integrated Care Centre':
Following the move of PANCH services to the new Northern
Hospital, by early 1998, the site CWTently occupied by
PANCH in Bell Street will be redeveloped as the new Preston
Integrated Care Centre. This centre will provide a range of
day services including day surgery, renal dialysis,

Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I ask the
Minister for Health to draw to the attention of the
Minister for Housing in the other place my concern
aboutpaymentoffentforgovernmenthousing. The
problem has been drawn to my attention by a
constituent couple whose names I will not mention.
They have given me a copy of a Department of Human
Services document that says the department has
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examined its records from August 1996 to June
1998 - an exercise in itself! - in relation to people
who pay their housing rent through Centrelink facilities.
As the minister will be aware, rental is levied at 23 per
cent or 25 per cent of people's incomes.
My constituents were encouraged by their families to
pay their rent at the Centrelink offices instead of
travelling to the departmental offices. However,
Centrelink deducts the housing rental payment on a
different date from when pensions are credited to
accounts. Therefore, for two and a half years the couple
has been in rent arrears in the amount of $1. The
department has gone back through its records, hauled
out the statements, sent notices to the people concerned
and written on the departmental 'with compliments'
slip, 'You have been $1 in arrears for some time'. The
couple's daughter urged them to pay the $1 at any post
office to clear the debt.
Another statement received by the couple states they
were 53.67 in arrears for the same reason - that is,
because of the gap between pension credits and rental
deductions. The department has again gone through a
similar exercise for a total debt of$3.67. That elderly
couple were concerned they might lose their house or
that the arrears would give them a bad credit rating, and
so on. Many people will be saved distress and
confusion ifCentrelink and the department can marry
the dates when rents are deducted from and pensions
paid into their accounts.

Sunshine Avenue, Keilor Downs
Hon. T. E. EREN (Doutta Galla) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports the need to
duplicate Sunshine Avenue, Keilor Downs, between
Green Gully Road and Melton Highway. When will the
government fund that necessary duplication? What is
the current listing and priority of that project?

Responses
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - Mr Power raised for my
attention, or the attention of any minister who wished to
comment, his explicit concerns about wood fires. Upon
reflection, I believe the matter would be best answered
by the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management in the other place, although it may be the
responsibility of the Deputy Premier as the minister
responsible for energy matters. I will raise the matter
with the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management and ask that Mr Power be supplied with a
response.
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Bon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mrs Hogg asked me to raise with the Minister for
Education in the other place her concern about
increased charges now being levied on students
attending the Peter Harcourt Centre in Bendigo. She
spoke about the impact that will have upon the lives of
those individuals and their families. I will take up that
matter with my colleague.
Mr Best directed to my attention concerns raised in his
community by the honourable member for Bendigo
West about the government's commitment to the
establishment of radiotherapy services not only in
Bendigo but also in the Latrobe Valley and Ballarat.
That program represents a significant breakthrough, as
the former Labor government refused to approve the
establishment of single-machine radiotherapy sites.
Because of that policy no radiotherapy services could
be provided outside Melbourne or Geelong or, more
recently, in the Albury-Wodonga area.
As a result of work initiated by this government a
proposal was developed that would enable the
establishment of single-machine sites auspiced by a
major provider in either Melbourne or another city.
That policy, which has been endorsed by the
commonwealth government through the federal
Minister for Health and Aged Care, enabled the
Victorian government to announce the establishment of
radiotherapy services on three sites.

Since then a committee involving both commonwealth
and state bureaucrats has been established. It is
important to record that the committee also includes
representatives of the college of oncology, because we
need the college's support for the detail as to how those
services will operate, to ensure that we can maintain
standards, peer support and backup services when the
machines require servicing. That process is proceeding,
and I am confident that within a short time we will
move to the next stage, which is the commissioning of
radiotherapy services at the three sites. I am keen to
progress all three sites concurrently and not introduce
them in some particular order, as has been suggested
From the government's perspective all three locations
are important and ought to progress concurrently.
That information is already on the public record. I made
that clear when I recently opened the new emergency
department at the Bendigo Base Hospital, to which this
government has committed significant funds. Therefore
the raising of the issue by the honourable member for
Bendigo West is nothing short of alarmist and it creates
fear and apprehension where none should exist. The
honourable member would do much better to ensure
that his own party's policy is adjusted to support the
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government's position, because when the Labor Party
was in government its position was to not support the
establishment of single-machine sites. I am confident
that the government will establish the radiotherapy
services in Bendigo, Ballarat and the Latrobe Valley.
Mrs McLean raised with me the outcome of a

consensus conference, which recommended the
establishment ofa new statutory authority, at a
commonwealth level as I understood it, for regulating
gene technology. My understanding is that it is the
commonwealth government's position to establish a
separate authority to approve gene technology.
Mrs McLean raised the fact that at the last health

ministers conference we grappled with this issue. A
decision was taken which is difficult to implement,
because it requires the labelling of all products that
either contain or may contain genetically modified
foods. One of the difficult consequences of that
decision is that with much of the imported material it is
not easy to establish whether it contains gene
technology, so we may well end up with a situation
where almost every product carries a label stating that,
'This product may contain gene modification'. That
would help consumers to make informed decisions
about whether they wish to purchase and consume that
product.
It is a significant issue, and Mrs McLean raised the fact
that there is a different approach in North America from
that taken in Europe on both registering and labelling.
The economies in those countries are such that
Australia and New Zealand could easily be caught up in
the crossfire.
The North Americans have made it clear to both the
Australian and New Zealand governments that any
different requirements from those applying in North
America would be interpreted by them as a breach of
the World Trade Organisation agreement and as
introducing an artificial trade barrier. That is why I am
pleased that for the first time the food and agriculture
organisation's conference will be held outside Europe,
here in Melbourne, in October.
The regulation of general technology and all of its
consequences will be the major subjects of that
conference, and I hope that prior to the next round of
world trade negotiations we can get an international
agreement on what ought to be the requirements that
apply to both the registration and the labelling of gene
technology.
This is one of those issues that it is extraordinarily
difficult for us to resolve in isolation, without huge
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consequences. I speak on behalf of all parties to the
Australia New Zealand Food Authority agreement
when I say we recognise it is a legitimate concern that
people want accurate information on the products they
are consuming. Consumers have a right to know that
those products are safe, and that information is readily
available about their composition. We are trying to
work through the issues, which do not have simple
solutions. Although the assumption may be that there
are easy solutions, the reality is that there are not
The Victorian government, the other state governments
and the federal and New Zealand governments are
working through this issue to ensure that foods
containing genetically modified organisms are safe and
registered, and that we put in place an appropriate
labelling regime that will enable consumers to make
informed decisions about whether they purchase or
consume those products.
Mr Theophanous again raised with me the issue of an
integrated care centre at the PANCH site. I have made
it clear in the past that when the metropolitan health
services plan was developed, on the information
available to the government at the time it made sense to
relocate the services then being provided at the PANCH
site to a new purpose-built facility at Epping to serve
the outer northern suburbs.

Given that there were four relatively new theatres at the
PANCH site, it was also considered that those theatres
might lend themselves to being isolated from the rest of
the facility and used as the basis of an integrated care
centre, providing day surgical procedures and some
diagnostic procedures as well as a specialist mental
health and aged care service. That was the basis of the
metropolitan health services plan that the government
released in October 1996.
Subsequent detailed work showed that that was not the
optimum profile for health services in the area and that
we would provide a much better comprehensive range
of services by consolidating all those services on the
repatriation hospital site.
When the government came to that conclusion I
publicly announced it, together with a commitment to
build a new community primary health care service for
Banyule in the Heidelberg area.
The government is confident that, as a result of the
development, it will be providing a comprehensive
health care service for the people of Preston, Northcote
and the neighbouring suburbs.

Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - Do you understand
that people feel they have been misled?
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Hon. R I. KNOWLES - I will come to that At
the same time the government is ensuring that in the
overall scheme of things a more comprehensive health
service system is being delivered to people living in the
outer suburbs.
Some time ago I was approached, in the fIrst instance
by Darebin City Council, and asked to reconsider the
matter. I conveyed to the council that the government's
decision was based on detailed work and that there was
no chance of the government changing its mind My
department had already transferred the site to the
Department of Treasury and Finance, the site had
already been advertised for sale and expressions of
interest were being sought As a result of the constant
lobbying by council I agreed to see a deputation, but on
the clear understanding that there was no chance of
public services being maintained at the PANCH site.
As a result of the processes of the Department of
Treasury and Finance - Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - What are you going to
see them about?
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - Mr Theophanous
inquires what I am seeing the deputation about. I am
seeing the deputation at the request of the council and
on the basis that, even though the outcome was
understood, a meeting was still wanted. I agreed to the
meeting, and it is scheduled for 8.30 a.m. this Friday. I
will see those people and explain to them the processes
the government has been through, which at the end of
the day will lead to a more comprehensive provision of
health services throughout the northern suburbs of
Melbourne.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - What about all the
migrants and old people in the area? They have
nowhere to go!
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - That is not right.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - That is right. You
have just said so.
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - A wide mix of people
comprise those communities throughout the western,
northern and southern suburbs. The government is
about ensuring the most comprehensive provision of
health services as close as possible to the people
accessing them. As a result of our strategic approach,
Victoria has moved from having 60 per cent of acute
health services within 8 kilometres of the Melbourne
GPO - the situation when Labor was in
government - to having a much better distribution that
ensures that people who live in the outer suburbs have
access to health services.
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Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - What does that mean?
Is that the approach to every promise?
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - It is precisely what I
have detailed. Mr Theophanous does not like the
outcome of the detailed planning process.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Governments and
ministers should keep their promises.
Hon. R I. KNOWLES - Ministers keep their
promises. More importantly, the provision of health
services follows a sensible planning process rather than
acting in response to the ad hoc decision making that
was the hallmark of our predecessors.
The Leader of the Opposition, Miss Gould, raised a
matter for the attention of my colleague the Minister for
Housing. She drew attention to what one would have to
describe as peculiar anomalies whereby Ministry of
Housing tenants can owe money or be $1 in arrears
simply because of a lack of correlation between social
security payments and the setting of rent. I am happy to
take up that issue with my colleague, and I am
confident she will respond constructively.
Hon. G. R CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Bishop raised with me a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Agriculture and Resources
in another place concerning an application to the
commonwealth for exceptional circumstances to be
declared for certain parts of the Mallee and pointing out
the efforts of the state and in particular the state
minister to have the area so declared. I will pass on
Mr Bishop's ongoing support of a declaration in that
region and mention the circumstances illustrated
tonight.
Mr Nardella raised for the attention of the Minister for
Transport in another place the operation of commuter
trains passing through Sydenham railway station. His
concern is the relocation of the railway station to the
Watergardens shopping centre and ensuring adequate
measures are taken to upgrade the railway crossing that
will remain in light of the recent tragedy at that rail
crossing. I will pass on that information to my
colleague.
Mr Atkinson brought to the attention of the Minister for
Transport in another place the bus service in the
Rowville area. His concerns relate to two areas. Firstly,
he mentioned youth and the extension of the Nightrider
bus service. I must say in passing that has been an
extremely successful service provided by the
government together with the private sector. Young
people and some not-so-young people - it is open to
everybody - now have access to public transport at
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night when rail and tram services cease. Public
transport is now adequate to enable people to get to
their destination - usually home - late at night.
Secondly, he mentioned the increased patronage of bus
facilities at and services to the Stud Park shopping
centre. I will mention those two issues to my colleague.
The last matter I will mention was raised by Mr Eren. I
am complimented that he expects me to know the
priority of every road in Victoria, and I thank him for
honouring me in that way. Unfortunately, I cannot tell
him exactly the priority of Sunshine Avenue, in
particular the section between Green Gully and the
Keilor-Melton roads. He has raised duplication and
safety issues and the road's priority on the listing for
upgrading. I will certainly look at that matter and get
back to him during the sessional period.
Hon. LOUlSE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Mr Baxter raised with me a problematic
issue relating to the coverage of hotels and motels
under the retail tenancies legislation. One school of
thought is that hotels and motels want to be covered
under the act and the other is that they do not want to
be. The matter is further complicated by the fact that
when a working party was set up to look at the issue no
submissions came from industry. The government
immediately adopted the full recommendations of the
working party. I do not want to name the groups
associated with that decision, but it was unfortunate.
The groups acknowledge that they did not take up the
opportunities made available by government for public
consultation.

Notwithstanding, I am prepared to have an
open-minded attitude. Mr Boardman is in charge of a
working party with industry representation that is
looking at the issue to see whether any alterations are
required to the government's gazettal of the matter.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 4.59 p.m.
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The Victorian community demands and is entitled to a
clean and efficient public hospital system and a
well-funded and well-resourced education system.
Victorians are entitled to a jobs plan that targets youth
and adult unemployment in regional and rural Victoria,
to a sufficient number of operational police officers and
an adequate roads network throughout rural and
regional Victoria.

Wednesday, 14 April 1999
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 10.03 a.m. and read the prayer.

TAITERSALL CONSULTATIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading

People are not getting any of those basic services.
Hospitals are in financial difficulties, wards are dirty
and overcrowded and waiting lists are getting longer.
Class sizes have grown while numeracy and literacy
levels and retention rates have fallen.

Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

On average the Victorian unemployment rate has been
higher than the national average, and the youth
unemployment rate is an absolute disgrace. The police
force does not have sufficient resources to do its job
adequately and therefore Victorians feel less safe. Since
1992 the Victorian public hospital system has been
placed under enormous pressure. Victorians are
suffering as the government turns its back on providing
adequate and appropriate health care. Victoria's
hospital system is in crisis, and it is this government's
doing. Waiting lists continue to grow, wards are not
adequately cleaned, the quality of food has dropped and
country Victorians are fed up with inadequate
ambulance services.

TRANSPORT ACCIDENT (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

TRANSPORT ACTS (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction andfirst reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. G. R. CRAIGE
(Minister for Roads and Ports).

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Sessional orders
Hon. R. L KNOWLES (Minister for Health) -

move:
That so much of the sessional orders be suspended as would
prevent general business taking precedence over other
business until 2.30 p.m. during the sitting of the Council this
day.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) -

I move:

That this house condemns the government for failing to
address the Victorian crisis in health, education,jobs, roads

and community safety.

I

Labor is committed to the principle that people have a
right to clean hospitals and an ambulance service that
delivers what people need when they need it. Labor
totally opposes the watering down of the Australian
approach to health care in favour ofthe American
system, which excludes large sections of the population
from obtaining appropriate health care. Labor has the
solutions and, through its New Solutions, will stop the
privatisation of hospitals and the waste of public money
on consultants, lawyers and public relations experts.
Instead it will use the money to fund doctors, nurses
and cleaners.
The government has run out of solutions but Labor has
new solutions that fix the health system in Victoria
Labor will redirect $18 million from the health care
bureaucracy to make Victorian hospitals cleaner. It will
reduce the emergency waiting lists. Labor will
strengthen the rights of those using the health system by
introducing a new charter of rights for patients, which
will include treatment within a reasonable time and in a
clean and safe environment The charter will include
information about waiting times for treatment, the
conditions and risks involved in receiving medical
treatment and the options available. It will provide for
the privacy of medical records and access to them. It
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will have a strong and independent compliance system.
Under Labor no hospitals, nursing homes or
community health centres will be privatised.
Labor recognises the role of both the private health
sector and private health insurance; it is committed to a
balanced health system. However, Labor is strongly
opposed to the handing over of Victoria' s public health
system to private operators who want to make a profit
That is what the government has done, and Labor's
new solutions will prevent that from occurring.
Privatisation means profits are put before people.
Non-profitable patients such as the old and the critically
ill miss out under a private health care system, but
Labor's health solutions will look after all Victorians.
The Labor Party will review all the contracts the
Kennett government has introduced. It will not break
any of them. It will ensure that the contract obligations
are complied with and that the promised services are
delivered; it will establish a board of inquiry to
investigate the costs and future liabilities to Victorians
of private contracts that have been entered into; it will
ensure the public is made aware of community
liabilities as a result of the contracts and the
privatisation of our hospitals; it will make public the
effect on surrounding hospitals of any monopoly
practices; and it will not bailout any contractors who
are not meeting their obligations. I emphasise that the
Labor Party will not use Victorian taxpayers' money to
pay private contractors who are not meeting their
obligations.
Labor will restore the focus on the quality of health and
community services by abolishing compulsory
competitive tendering (Ccn in human services. That
system has failed Victorians in crucial areas of health
and community care. Labor will shift the focus to
quality service delivery and will rebuild confidence in
the public hospital system by reducing waiting times
and improving the quality of care for all Victorians not just a few. Labor will focus on the needs of patients
rather than on continually restructuring and privatising
the health care system.
Labor's priorities will include reforming the system of
hospital funding, including abolishing the government's
casemix formula and introducing a strategy to reduce
waiting lists and waiting times to ensure that treatment
is received within a reasonable time. It will establish a
charter of patients' rights setting out what patients are
entitled to expect from the health system, including
minimal waiting times, quality care, a clean hospital
environment and access to information. It will ensure
greater use of community hospitals and day surgeries to
reduce waiting times and will improve post-hospital
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discharge arrangements so that people will not be
discharged early without the necessary services to
ensure their recovery is appropriate. Labor will promote
specialist services in regional and rural areas and will
modernise and upgrade hospital equipment. It will
introduce strategies designed to reduce a patient's time
in hospital and improve primary health care and
community services.
The Labor Party has the solutions to Victoria's health
care system. Labor will replace the rigid adherence to
the inflexible casemix formula with a funding system
that will put greater emphasis on quality of both care
and after-care of patients. That will be done by
continuing to pay hospitals on the basis of the services
it provides to patients, but the system will be changed
to cover the whole episode of care.
Hon. R. I. Knowles interjected.
Hon. M. M. GOULD - I didn't say it will be
abolished. Labor will adjust casemix funding to ensure
it will be more flexible and will cover the whole
episode of a person's illness. It will introduce other
health care providers as substitutes for hospitals to
provide part of the overall care. Hospitals will be
required to work closely with and oversee community
providers in the health system to ensure that proper care
is provided. Labor's funding arrangements will also
ensure that rural hospitals will be adequately
compensated for their additional costs and needs, which
is not happening under the current casemix system.
Labor is committed to ensuring that Victorian hospitals
are clean and that systems to control infectious disease
are improved. Labor believes CCT has seriously
reduced the standard of cleanliness in our hospitals, and
it will abolish it in favour of best-value services. The
tendering out of cleaning services has reduced the
cleanliness of hospitals and the quality offood
provided, and Labor will ensure that provision of those
services is based on quality. Labor's coordinated plan
to improve the control of infectious disease in public
hospitals, including the spread of antibiotic resistant
bacteria, will involve the establishment of an infectious
control team consisting of appropriate health
professionals. They will ensure that appropriate steps
are taken by public hospitals to instigate and monitor
infectious disease control guidelines.
Labor will establish new community health networks
and linkages to improve the planning and delivery of
local health services. Labor is committed to working in
partnership with community health centres, local
government, health providers and general practitioners,
and it will establish better linkages with primary health
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care and community support providers to establish a
coordinated approach to create more cohesive services.
Labor will work with community groups and
non-government organisations to address the causes of
ill health and the social needs of our community.
The Labor Party knows that attacking the root cause of
all ill health will improve the lives of Victorians and
save money. Problems left to fester lead to more serious
problems. It makes sense to provide real support and
prevent problems arising rather than providing the
resources after the crisis has occurred.
Labor's new plan will provide solutions for Victoria
The Victorian health system is in crisis. The Labor
Party will redirect $18 million from the networks to
implement its new solutions for the health system to
ensure a healthy Victoria People who require
ambulances will get them when they need them. Labor
will work cooperatively with the community, local
government and service providers to ensure there is an
integrated approach to health care. It will ensure that
people are not discharged from hospital before they
should be and that when they are discharged it is
undertaken in a properly planned manner. Those people
will receive the services they need to recover
adequately and appropriately and will not need to be
readmitted shortly afterwards, as currently occurs under
the government's early discharge plans.
The education system has been under the most
substantial attack in the history of Victoria. The
Productivity Commission found that the Kennett
government spends less money per student on
education and vocational training than any other state in
Australia. The government has failed Victoria's most
valuable asset - its children - by increasing class
sizes, creating teacher shortages, lowering retention and
literacy rates and reducing subject choice, particularly
access to information technology. That is what the
Kennett government has done to our education system
and to our most important asset, our children.
To be given the best chance in life children require a
good education. Class sizes need to be smaller. Labor is
committed to reducing class sizes and to ensuring the
teaching service is highly motivated. Labor will reduce
class sizes in the early years. It will increase retention
rates by year 12 by making schools more relevant with
the provision of an increased number of vocational
subjects. It will improve the access to computer
information technology and increase investment in
public education and training. Education will be .
Labor's no. 1 priority. Labor will cut class sizes for 5,6
and 7-year-olds to 21 or fewer through annual savings

of $41 million in cuts to government waste and
advertising.
A central part of Labor' s plan to improve literacy and
numeracy outcomes will be to reduce class sizes in the
early stages of schooling. Its priority will be to
implement effective early primary school literacy and
numeracy programs so that all students reach an
approved standard of literacy level by the end of year 2.
Class sizes will be capped in the early years of learning.
The numeracy and literacy intervention programs for
other students in primary schools and secondary
schools will be improved. There will be an effective
English-as-a-second-Ianguage program. Labor will
build on the high-quality teaching professionals and
will boost the standing of teachers to improve the
learning outcomes for Victorian children.

Labor will end the attack on teachers that the
government has embarked on during its seven years of
office. It will focus on lifting the standards of students
and teachers. It will boost the standing of teachers in the
community and enhance their professional development
by implementing incentives to attract high achievers
into teaching careers. The tertiary entrance
requirements for acceptance into the education field
will be raised and professional development will be
enhanced. The problem faced by a significant number
of teachers, as many have said to me, is that their
professional development is an ongoing thing. It is not
just the three or four years they spend at university. It is
an ongoing, lifelong experience, and that needs to be
constantly encouraged, monitored and upgraded. An
independent and representative professional body will
be established to advise on standards, qualifications and
professional development.
Labor will refocus the roles of principals to educational
and not administrative roles as they are today.
Hon. D. A. Nardella -

Or as fundraisers!

Hon. M. M. GOULD - Or as fundraisers or
managers of businesses. Principals are professionals
employed to lead their schools' educational roles for the
community. They are not there as managers of
businesses or operations, and they should not be
spending an overwhelming majority of their time
worrying about budgets, how they will pay school
water bills, and how they will get library and arts
teachers because insufficient funds are available.
Principals should be educators and Labor will refocus
principals on the roles for which they are most
qualified.
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Labor will clearly identify the Department of Education
as the employer of educators in government schools. It
is not the individual school, school council or principal,
but the Department of Education that employs our
teachers. Labor will ensure that the standard mode of
employment is permanent and will walk: away from
what this government has done in turning teaching
careers into part-time jobs. After educating themselves
at school and university, all some teachers can get is
one term's work - if it is the first tenn it is a six-week
job - and if they are lucky they get two terms of
employment. Those people do not know whether they
will have a school to teach at next year because of the
government's policy oftuming permanent teachers into
casuals. The government has turned the whole
education system into a casual system. Labor will
ensure they have permanent positions and that there is
consistency for students, schools and teachers.
Labor will establish fair, transparent, merit-based
personnel practices to ensure that teachers and schools
are treated properly, and, therefore, that parents and
students are treated properly. It will establish industrial
relations principles and will take action against
demonstrated non-performing teachers within a proper
:framework. Appropriate consultation will be
undertaken with teachers, unions, principals and school
councils to ensure that a proper process is undertaken,
and if those procedures are followed action will then be
taken based on earlier decisions.
Labor will lift the ban imposed by government on
teachers which has prevented them from participating
in public debate. That is one of the most important
issues for teachers. The government has stopped
teachers from raising issues within their employment.
Every member of this chamber and every member of
the community who have concerns about employment
issues can raise them. Labor will lift the ban on teachers
imposed by the Kennett government.
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must be increased to give students proper advice as they
translate from school to work. There should not be a
three or four-year gap when they are on unemployment
benefits.
Labor will reduce class sizes which will allow teachers
to identify students in need of assistance. Without
reducing class sizes teachers will not have the
opportunity of spending extra time with students who
will be lost in the system. Labor will improve
vocational education in Victoria and ensure that every
student and teacher has proper access to computers and
learning technology.
Because of the government's unfair funding
arrangements parents, schools and teachers have to
organise fundraising activities. Unfortunately many
schools, parents and students do not have big hip
pockets and therefore suffer as a result. A number of
schools in my province do not have sufficient
computers for students. With Parlynet parliamentarians
all have their own computers with access to free
training and backup. What do the school teachers have?
They do not have the appropriate support.
Labor will improve access to computers for schools by
scrapping the government's inequitable formula for
their purchase. It will replace it with one that recognises
the needs of students or the schools' abilities to
fundraise. The Labor Party acknowledges and accepts
that some schools cannot fundraise as well as others
and under its policy those students and schools will ~ot
be disadvantaged. They will have access to appropriate
equipment and teachers will receive professional
development to enable them to use the technology to
assist them in performing their duties. Labor will
improve access to software and backup for computers.
It will improve opportunities for all students through
better targeted funding based on needs.

Labor will increase the year 12 student retention
rate and improve the school-ta-work transition process.
It is crucial that students continue to be educated to
year 12 - no member in this chamber would disagree
with that - to improve their opportunities. Students
who do not wish to continue to year 12 must have
access to appropriate vocational education with better
transitional programs from school to work.

Labor will base its priority on education needs not on
the size of the wallet. Its priority will include specific
purpose programs for designated schools. Labor will
identify the needs of the schools, target them and
develop programs to cater for gifted children and
underachievers to ensure that they receive the
appropriate education. Labor will ensure that particular
schools will be targeted and the inequities introduced
by this government will be abolished.

Labor will assist students who are at risk of dropping
out. Although retention rates have dropped, it
understands that not all students are destined to go on to
further education. Processes and strategies must be put
in place to ensure that those students can translate from
school to work. Specialist career counselling support

There will be fair access for Victorians with disabilities
and opportunities for schoolleavers and adults to gain
access to lifelong learning. Labor will give schools a
new start with additional resources and targets to boost
opportunities and improve learning outcomes. To tackle
the problem of disadvantaged schools simply by putting
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more money into the state school system will not
necessarily resolve the problem adequately. The Labor
Party acknowledges a number of factors are involved,
including geographic and socioeconomic
disadvantages.
Labor will give secondary schools in disadvantaged
areas a new start with a range of strategies designed
specifically to improve year 12 attendance levels and
learning outcomes by innovative teacher methods. It
will introduce smaller class sizes where required and
provide access to leading information technology. It
will enhance pastoral care, flexibility and school hours.
Labor will recruit highly motivated specialist teachers.
Labor will boost vocational education and training
components of the secondary school curriculum and
support tertiary institutions in establishing better
linkages between vocational and academic structures.
The high drop-out rate of students is caused because the
curriculum is generally designed for students to
continue with further education and university. That is
not the desired outcome for all students. One must
acknowledge that and ensure the curriculums are
designed to assist those students who will not go on to
further education.
Labor will boost the quality and availability of relevant
subjects in secondary schools and make them more
responsive to the needs of local communities, parents
and the students themselves.
Labor will introduce a plan to link TAFE colleges and
employers to an accredited curriculum that can be
delivered in either the TAFE colleges or secondary
schools. That is an important link. If students drop out
of the structured secondary area they can go to TAPE
colleges and finish secondary school while training.
Labor understands what every parent knows - a good
education requires small class sizes and a committed,
highly motivated teaching staff.
A Labor government will increase investment in public
education and training. It will target all expenditure to
performance-based outcomes, and will not waste
money. Unlike the Kennett government, the Victorian
Labor Party knows it must invest in education because
Victoria's future depends on education.
Labor will ensure that all promises and programs to be
put in place are backed by the most vigorous financial
checks and balances placed upon any Australian
government. A Labor government will ensure that
recurrent expenditure is closely monitored and targeted
to improve services. A Labor government will retain
key strategic interests in public ownership and control.
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It will ensure that public sector debt and unfunded

liabilities are contained and that all previous contracts
are honoured. Existing contracts will be scrutinised in
the public interest and all public sector superannuation
will be fully funded on an emergent cost basis, with
more detailed budget reporting. The independence of
the Auditor-General will be enshrined in the
constitution and a budget surplus guaranteed by the
Auditor-General. A Labor government will ensure that
strict guidelines are adhered to and raise the standard of
reporting in budgets; it will provide a substantial budget
surplus.
After more than seven years of national economic
growth Victoria's unemployment rate - particularly its
youth unemployment rate in regional areas - is
unacceptably high. I refer to the Department of
Employment, Workplace Relations and Small Business
figures for the quarter ended December 1998. They
disclose total unemployment rates in the Yarra Ranges
area of 10.4 per cent; Ballarat South, 13 per cent;
Maryborough, 10.8 per cent; Corio, 12.8 per cent;
Geelong West, 11.9 per cent; Shepparton, 10.6 per cent,
and Loddon South, 11.8 per cent. Those figures
illustrate the high unemployment in regional Victoria
The ABS February 1999 report at page 16 contains
youth unemployment figures for 15 to 24-year-olds.
The Barwon-Western District rate was 19.4 per cent that is, more than double the Victorian unemployment
figure; Central Highlands-Wimmera region, 16.6 per
cent - again, more than double the Victorian average;
Loddon-Mallee, 23.7 per cent - more than three times
the unemployment level; the Goulbum-Ovens-Murray
area, 12 per cent - more than 50 per cent higher than
the average Victorian figure, and Gippsland, 11 per
cent.
The publication also carries figures for the inner
Melbourne suburbs. The January and February 1999
figures show that unemployment for all age groups had
risen in only one month: north-western, from 11.5 per
cent in January to 13.9 per cent in February, and outer
western, from 9.5 per cent to 10.1 per cent.
I could compare even older figures - namely,
December 1998 with January and February last In the
Central Highlands-Wimmera region the unemployment
rate in December 1998 was 8.9 per cent; in January it
decreased to 7.6 per cent, but in February it had
increased to 10.3 per cent. Those figures for the inner
Melbourne and western areas show an across -the-board
increase in unemployment in Victoria.
A Labor government will work in partnership with
business, unions and the community to create more
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secure jobs. That is the problem with this
government - the jobs it creates, such as those at
McDonalds or at the grand prix, are only short term. It
has created no security in its jobs. It has created casual
jobs in the education and health systems. That lack of
security is of major concern not only to the Labor Party
but to all Victorians. A Labor government will ensure
that secure long-term jobs are created This
government's decision to concentrate development in
the Melbourne central activities area has resulted in the
running down of services and infrastructure in the
remainder of metropolitan and regional Victoria,
leaving young Victorians the hardest hit by
unemployment, as I demonstrated from the figures I
quoted
A Labor government will develop a regional
infrastructure development fund to create jobs and
return services to all Victorians. It will replace the
Melbourne Major Events Company with the Victorian
Major Events Company to ensure that major events
come to Victoria, not just to Melbourne. It will work
with small to medium enterprises because, as the
Kennett government knows, they are the creators of
jobs. The Labor Party government will assist those
enterprises to reach export markets and protect them
from unfair trading practices.
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indus1Jy plan. Labor will ensure there is balanced
development right across the state, not just at the big
end oftown. It will ensure the creation of new jobs and
career opportunities for young people. The
unemployment figures I quoted earlier are disgraceful.
We will target programs to assist the hardest hit areas in
the metropolitan area and in the northern and western
regions, which have high unemployment figures. Those
regions represent a large ethnic-based community for
which the government has done nothing by way of job
assistance. They are the regions in which the highest
unemployment levels exist, and they are constantly
rising.
Labor will establish a realistic target to reduce adult and
youth unemployment. Until this government came to
power Victoria always led the country in job growth
and had a significantly lower unemployment rate than
the rest of the country. Now, for 74 of the government's
first 78 months, the unemployment rate has been higher
than the national average.
Labor has a realistic plan to reduce adult and youth
unemployment rates and to constantly and consistently
aim at providing long-term jobs.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Real jobs?

Hon. M. A. Birrell- Give us one example of a
country visit you have made in the past 12 months.

Hon. M. M. GOULD - Real jobs, to bring them
down--

Hon. M. M. GOULD - I was in Ballarat two
weeks ago. A Labor government will pursue growth
and employment security through an industrial relations
system based on partnership and fairness. It will ensure
the existence of a partnership - otherwise we get a
one-sided argument, as has happened with this
government.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order!
Mr Forwood knows the rules. Inte1jections are
disorderly and will not be tolerated, especially when he
is not in his place.

The Labor Party is committed to establishing a jobs
program to boost jobs growth and cut unemployment. It
will give special attention to tackling youth
unemployment, particularly in the suburbs with the
highest unemployment levels. Labor will set a realistic
and achievable jobs target - unlike this government,
which talks about how many jobs it will create but then
discovers the target cannot be reached and blames
everybody but itself. The Labor Party is committed to
providing jobs through capital spending, which
encourages private sector investment If private sector
investment is not obtained, jobs cannot be created; it is
the private sector that creates jobs.
The Labor Party in government will have in place a
state industry plan backed by specific indus1Jy sector
agendas. We are still waiting for this government's

Hon. M. M. GOULD - A Labor government will
ensure that long-term jobs are provided and that the
targets are met within its first term of office. It will
develop and implement a series of industry sector plans
that recognise explicit export opportunities for Victoria.

Labor will properly coordinate the development of
Victoria's competitive strengths. It will give priority to
specific industry plans by revitalising its traditional
manufacturing strengths to achieve world-class status.
It will target Victoria's strategic advantage in sectors
such as agriculture by consulting with businesses and
industry on a local government level. Mr Deputy
President, I know you are familiar with Victoria's
agricultural strengths, and the industry has much export
potential.
In the Bendigo region work is being done on
development of olive trees, which normally do not
produce olives of a sufficiently high quality for the
production of world-class olive oil until they are at least
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10 years old. A program is being developed to enable
the production of the appropriate quality olive oil
within two years of the trees being planted. The proper
planting of the trees and the equipment and technology
being put in place will allow the speedy mechanical
harvesting of olives. It will be possible to harvest the
olives from a whole olive tree within a matter of
seconds.

Bon. B. N. Atkinson intetjected.
Bon. M. M. GOULD - That is exactly right. A
piece of equipment is put in the tree and, provided the
tree has been properly pruned, the machinery vibrates
the tree and the olives drop into a net below. Olive trees
of the proper quality must be planted and the
appropriate infrastructure put in place. Local
government, unions and the community need to work. in
pannership.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - What is the council's
involvement in olives?

Hon. M. M. GOULD - As I said, in Bendigo the
council regards the olive plantation as a great asset that
will provide tremendous job opportunities in the region,
and it is developing that project.
The Bendigo example demonstrates the need for local
government to work in consultation with the
community to ensure that businesses just starting up are
given the assistance they need so that they will not fall
over within a couple of years.
A Labor government will also redirect capital spending
towards economic infrastructure designed to improve
the efficiency of existing manufacturing operations.
Under its new solutions policy Labor is committed to
reducing the amount of payroll tax paid by Victorian
companies if the state government is given growth
revenue by the commonwealth.
It may be argued that intervention will necessarily
jeopardise revenue, but if one examines the situation of
Geelong Cement, for example, one realises that if a
company of that sort closes its Victorian operations the
state will be depriVed of significant revenue through
rates, land tax and payroll tax.
In government Labor will ensure that a rescue package
is put in place for companies such as Geelong Cement.
It acknowledges that in order to ensure its success the
package must be formulated with all parties being
committed to playing a partnership role in the provision
of assistance. The package could include things like
state taxes, so that if local government, the unions and
the commonwealth agreed, the Labor government
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would exempt the company from payment of the
current state taxes. That would be for a short term and
would be conditional on job security and an
undertaking by the company to pay the taxes in the long
term.
Labor recognises that in the past this government has
provided corporate exemptions from payroll tax
liability and other incentives to industry, and Labor has
developed its view in line with the spirit in which that
has been done.
Geelong Cement pays some $325 000 a year in rates to
the Geelong council. A Labor government would
negotiate with the council on a number of strategies that
could assist such companies. They could include a
rebate on municipal rates and a freeze on any rate
increases for a fixed period, which would assist the
company in reducing its rate liability and give it some
breathing space.
It would also be necessary to negotiate with the relevant
unions to ensure they played their roles in the rescue
package and to obtain their commitment to wage
restraint; in turn, the company could give a
commitment to providing job security for its
employees.

Another element of the rescue package could be the
provision of a pay-as-you-earn rebate. Labor would
liaise with the federal government to grant PAYE
rebates of equal value to tax concessions provided by
the government for a period of, say, three years. It
would be necessary to obtain agreement from the
employer that the company would remain in operation
over the period of the agreement - three years in this
case - that there would be no job losses and that any
exemption or concession achieved or negotiated for the
term of the rescue package would be paid back over the
long term.
A partnership between local government, unions and
companies could involve the federal government The
package would be put together to assist companies that
are in difficulty.
All we heard from the minister yesterday is that the
government is helping people from Geelong Cement
look for other jobs - not helping them to retain their
jobs. It will help people prepare curricula vitae and
provide, for example, Job Search services to help
replace their lost jobs. In response to a question about
Geelong Cement, the minister gave no indication of
what he or his department had done to avoid those job
losses. All they are interested in is assisting through Job
Search and writing up CVs.
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Under Labor's new solutions a budget surplus will be
guaranteed by the Auditor-General. The situation will
be properly monitored by an independent
Auditor-General and enshrined in the constitution.
Labor will ensure all previous contracts are honoured; it
will investigate the contracts and announce the
liabilities to the community. Labor will not bailout any
company that has entered into a contract and cannot
meet its obligations. Labor will review contracts and
ensure they are met. It will ensure that any
arrangements in the contracts that may create
monopolies will be announced and made known to the
Victorian community.
Labor has the solutions; the government does not. It is a
tired government that is in retirement. Hands up those
leaving on that side of the house! The government has
no answers, no solutions. Labor has the solutions to
health and education problems and to the high youth
unemployment levels in Victoria I commend the
motion to the house.
Hon. B. N. A TKINSON (Koonung) - I am not
sure whether we have heard the thoughts of the
vanquished Mr John Brumby or the rehearsal of a
policy speech for an election the opposition assumed
would be held in June but unfortunately will not be held
in June.
Hon. Louise Asher interjected.
Hon. B. N. A TKINSON - Miss Gould certainly

had rehearsed her speech. The minister was not here for
the entire speech, but the house has heard the Labor
manifesto, Labor's solutions. The honourable member
held up the document, waved it about and used a lot of
rhetoric and generalisations. Sadly, she did not address
the motion before the chamber today. Government
members must assume by implication that all the things
Labor will do have not been done by the government. I
am not sure the record would substantiate that
implication, but it must be assumed, as Miss Gould has
not addressed the motion before the house. There has
been no substantiation of difficulties in health
education - '
Hon. R. M. Hallam -

'Crisis'.

Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - I am glad the wording
of the motion has been drawn to my attention. It is
extraordinary that Labor had the opportunity to expose
the crisis and address the shortcomings in the areas
mentioned in the motion, but that has not happened. We
have heard a rehearsed policy speech that was to be
given at some other time by goodness knows which

leaderl Presumably the thoughts of former Chairman
Brumby are still the thoughts of Chairman Bracks.
Hon. Louise Asher - Are they the thoughts of
about-to-be Chairman Thwaites or perhaps Delahunty?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Apparently she was not
entirely happy with education. Government members
thought her appointment as shadow Minister for
Education was a good promotion for the honourable
member for Northcote in another place, given her
relative greenness, but apparently she was not very
enthusiastic about it. I understand she was canvassing
the option of a Bracks-Delahunty leadership in the
lower house prior to the spill and the election of
Mr Bracks. I understand Mr Thwaites was not entirely
happy with that proposition - very interesting.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - We are confident she
would not make it either.

The motion before the house invites comment on the
substantive changes the government has brought about.
I expected to be countering some opposition concerns,
but they failed to materialise in the course of debate.
Honourable members have simply heard the rhetoric of
what is to be done. In some cases what will be done is
simply a continuation of what has already been done.
One of the most interesting statistics Miss Gould put
forward concerns education. I understand from other
documentation that education will be taken back to the
basics. Miss Gould talks about Labor being committed
to class sizes of 21.
Hon. M. M. Gould - For children of 4,5,6 and

7 years.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Funding is already
provided for exactly that average class size. The
opportunity already exists for such class sizes under the
government. Labor is not promising anything new; it
would simply be providing what is already the
government's policy and funding position. Over and
again such claims were made about economic
development and health seIVices. Miss Gould was
talking about policies that already exist. Her speech in
effect acknowledges, contrary to what is suggested in
the motion, that the government is doing a good job.
That is acknowledged by what was said in the
introductory speech to the motion.

I ~d it hard to believe the approach of the opposition,
which must be due to either amnesia, denial or a
Pontius Pilate attitude - 'We were not there at the time

GOVERNMENT SERVICES
Wednesday, 14 Apri11999

COUNCIL

so it is not our fault'. Miss Gould suggested honourable
members consider the level of unemployment in
Victoria Nobody on the government side is yet
satisfied with the unemployment level in Victoria; all
would acknowledge that more needs to be done. The
government is committed to and is already working
hard towards reducing unemployment in Victoria.
Coalition members are pleased to stand on the
government's record. Let us consider the
unemployment level that prevailed until 1992 and the
run-down state of industries under the Kimer Labor
government A lack of invesnnent confidence meant
that people with investment capital were avoiding
investing in Victoria Let us compare the
unemployment levels that prevailed in 1992 with the
unemployment levels now. It is like comparing chalk
and cheese.
In February 1993, the last survey period capturing the

performance of the former Labor government, the
unemployment rate in metropolitan Melbourne was
13.1 per cent. The equivalent figure in February 1999
was 8.2 per cent - a 4.9 per cent reduction! Victoria
had to turn around many of its attitudes and
manufacturing technology to achieve employment
growth. In a world context Victoria was known as a
rust-belt state. Its manufacturing industries were in
fierce competition with international competitors, so
there was a need to improve the investment confidence
of business so that it would invest in new technology.
That has now been achieved, and within the framework
of a manufacturing economy.
I take up the comments of the Leader ofthe Opposition
about agricultural enterprises in regional Victoria The
comparable unemployment figure for regional Victoria
in February 1993 was 12.3 per cent, and in February
1999 it was 8.8 per cent, a reduction of3.5 per cent.
The opposition talks about its commitment to jobs
growth. I remind the house that the government has put
in place a program that is encouraging international
companies to develop their regional headquarters in
Melbourne, and it has attracted significant investment
in industries throughout Victoria.
The Leader of the Opposition referred to investment in
the big end of town rather than in small businesses and
regional Victoria. Nothing could be further from the
truth. The Minister for Small Business can provide
remarkable statistics about the growth of small business
and micro-businesses throughout Victoria Companies
such as Bonlac Foods, Kraft Foods and H. J. Heinz
have invested in regional Victoria and not in
Melbourne. The international textile and fibre centre
was opened in Geelong and not in Melbourne. It is one
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of the new industries taking us forward with new
technologies and more jobs.
The opposition has accused the government of
attempting to prop up one company rather than
attracting new investment from companies in various
industries. In the past two weeks I attended the opening
of an office for Sleepmaster Pty Ltd in my electorate of
Koonung. That company was in receivership not so
many years ago. It is now involved in developing
export markets and import replacement products. It is
an excellent operation supplying Australian consumers
with valuable products. On Monday Nintendo Australia
also opened an office in my electorate. This successful
international leisure industry company now has its
regional headquarters in the Knox area. Today in my
electorate Canon Australia, a technology company, will
open a new office facility opposite Hewlett-Packard
Australia in East Burwood, another company that has
made a major investment in the area and is creating
jobs and opportunities for the future.
A number of companies that have invested in Victoria
were attracted by the Kennett government's policies
and economic framework. The results are now
becoming obvious, as shown by the recent
unemployment statistics and the good-news barometers
that have always been used by governments to establish
the successful pulse rate of the state - for example, last
year new car registrations increased by 9.6 per cent.
Retail sales are stronger in Victoria than in any other
state. Total spending in Victoria increased last year by
6.1 per cent seasonally adjusted - the highest of any
state and well ahead of the national average of3.9 per
cent. The statistics are factual and have not been
challenged by the opposition.
The Leader of the Opposition suggests that a future
Labor government will achieve magical things. The
Labor Party says it has plans and strategies, but it does
not have any policies. Some of the issues it refers to
may qualify as strategies, but none of them qualify as
policies. The opposition says it will achieve those aims,
but there is no recognition that most of the programs it
advocates are already in place and are successful. The
Labor Party's economic credibility with the private
sector is zero. Many people in the private sector would
be horrified if the Labor Party, as indicated by the
Leader of the Opposition, tampered with the successful
programs now in place. Those programs are working
and creating jobs in the export industry. They are
delivering jobs to Victorians in industries associated
with export sales and are attracting value to products
like olive oil, grain and fiuit products.
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SPC and Ardmona in Shepparton have established
significant new products. As I indicated earlier, the rate
of unemployment in rural Victoria is 8.8 per cent, down
from 12.3 per cent in 1993. I do not have the exact
figures for the Shepparton area, but the rate of
unemployment is 6.1 per cent. That figure relates to the
Goulburn Valley area, which includes the city of
Shepparton.
The Leader of the Opposition uses old inaccurate
figures to portray a situation that does not stack up
against the facts. The Labor Party should not base its
election policies on its economic credentials compared
with those of the government. There is no comparison.
It will send shudders through not only the big end of
town, but also through the small end of town, the
suburbs and those in home-based businesses or on
farms in rural Victoria. People working in businesses
such as Bonlac and Ardmona, which are investing in
new jobs and opportunities for the future, shudder at the
prospect of a Labor government, especially when they
hear the comments of the Leader of the Opposition
about returning to basics and the industrial contracts
that Victoria had in the past that shackled industries and
destroyed jobs.
Victorians involved in investment decisions are
concerned about the possibility that the Labor Party
could manage the economics of the state. Victorians
experienced that some years ago and know what it was
like. They know it was not just an aberration because it
occurred in South Australia and Western Australia and
with a federal Labor government. They know about the
economic credentials of former Labor governments;
they know that sound economic policies and a
framework that will achieve growth in industries and
jobs for the future are not delivered by Labor
governments. I urge the Labor Party not to compare its
economic credentials with those of the government,
because they will not stack up.
I point to a number of issues in developing policies and
tackling some of the problems Victoria faces which are
of concern to the government but perhaps sometimes
lost on most members of the opposition. Mr Pullen is
one the few members opposite who thinks about some
of the broader aspects, and perhaps that is true also of
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Mr Power, who
unfortunately does not have a seat going into the next
election. We on this side are rather sony about that
because his contribution to debates is more considered
and takes greater account of broader issues than those
of other opposition members. It is unfortunate that he
will not be here in the future to continue making
contributions. His contributions to developing policies
need to be recognised given that Labor's solutions do

Wednesday, 14 April 1999

not. The whole concept of back to basics is nonsense. It
does not acknowledge that circumstances have
changed. It is an attempt to return to old solutions and
old theories.

Bon. D. A. Nardella - What about the hospitals?
Bon. B. N. ATKINSON - We will come to the
hospitals.
Bon. D. A. Nardella - Do that. We would hate to
go back to clean hospitals!
Bon. B. N. ATKINSON - Okay, I will take that
up with you right now. If the assertions were true that
hospitals are unclean, that the service is bad and the
service is not good patients would complain. Do you
accept that?
Bon. M. M. Gould - They sacked the contractors!
Bon. B. N. ATKINSON - Hospitals may sack
contractors but they cannot sack their patients. It is
interesting that the patient satisfaction surveys indicate
that 97 per cent are satisfied with their hospitals and
most would recommended their hospital service to
other people.
Bon. D. A. Nardella - If you were on your
deathbed, would you give the hospital a good
reference? Oh, for sure!
Bon. B. N. ATKINSON - That is an exit survey.
The surveys were not taken after death or while patients
were under anaesthetic, but after treatment. When they
left their hospitals they said they were pleased with the
facilities provided. They were happy with the food, the
standard of care and their experiences. The hospital
service was and is delivering quality health care to
Victorians.
Bon. D. A. Nardella intetjected.
Bon. B. N. ATKINSON - You can talk about
those things. It is not hard to say that hospitals are
unclean and throw up your hands in horror to scare
people in the community. Opposition members try to
drum up an attitude from which they can harvest a few
extra votes. However, the reality does not support the
position. The people who count in the hospital
system - who count most in any system - are those
who receive service, and 97 per cent of people who
have received hospital service in Victoria said, 'Yes, we
are satisfied'. Ifone achieved a success rate of97 per
cent in any other area of endeavour one would be
absolutely ecstatic. I will come to some of those
statistics shortly to provide more information.
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Mr Nardella made the interjection, and that is where it
lies.
In developing policies across a range of government
services the government seeks to ensure that services
are relevant and contemporary in meeting the needs of
people today. In the past the tendency was for
governments to cobble new services on to existing
ones. Attitudes have affected the way governments
deliver services. Since its election in 1992 the
government has reviewed all government services and
has ensured that every one of them is answerable to
questions about its relevance to people now - not what
might have been appropriate in the past but what is
appropriate now and in the future.

There are areas in education where one could not
deliver the education service that was delivered in the
196Os, 1970s and 1980s. If we are to properly equip our
people for the future the services have to change
because the environment has changed. Some are
workplace changes, others result from having an ageing
population and many are driven by technology and
social structures such as family size and household
structures. Some are driven by international trends.
Whatever the reason, government policy must
recognise all those things and ensure that its services
address all societal and environmental changes so that
the emerging needs of people are met.
Clearly, even an ageing population requires a range of
different thinking about ways to fund retirement
incomes, housing and health. People who live longer
have different needs and new services have to be
provided for them. The government is about delivering
different, new services or modifying existing ones to
meet those changing needs.
The government's bottom line is not about going back
to basics, returning to the past and trying to prop up
faltering unions keen to return to the good old days
when everything was done the way they asked. The
government is keen to establish quality services that are
relevant and can be delivered to people efficiently and
effectively. That includes a range of government
services - certainly health, education, policing and
transport It does not hurt to remember that when this
government came to office Victoria had a massive
$30 billion debt.
Hon. E. J. Powell- It was $33 billion.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Okay, a $33 billion
debt. However, that $30 billion was only one part of the
equation. That was the accounted-for deficit but it did
not take into account the fact that Victoria's road

infrastructure had been allowed to run down, its
hospitals were in a shambles - Hon. D. A. Nardella - Ha!
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - You may well laugh.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You want to talk about that
now! Talk about the Austin!
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Just think about the
hospital infrastructure that existed in 1992. A
calculation done back then showed that schools had a
maintenance backlog of$670 million. That was part of
the $33 billion.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You closed them down and
blamed the Labor Party!
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - We did indeed, and the
Labor Party closed schools as well - in my electorate,
in fact.
Hon. M. M. Gould - What about the 10 000
teachers who were sacked?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - I have no concern about
standing in front of anybody - certainly not you and
certainly not the Victorian people - and discussing
school closures. In some cases school closures were
decided by the school communities themselves. In other
cases schools were closed because of demo graphics insufficient kids were going through some schools and
a quality education service could not be delivered in
schools of that size.
In its dying days the Labor Party reached the same
conclusion and commenced a program of closing
schools. It recognised that it could not maintain the
existing school network because it was unable to
deliver quality education with its outdated infrastructure
that in many cases belonged to the growth era of the
1950s. However, the enormous populations of the
1950s for which the schools were built are no longer
there.

The opposition's solution, as suggested today by the
interjections of opposition members, is that all the
schools should have been kept and new ones built in the
growth areas.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - No.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - What is your
suggestion?
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - We would have consulted
with the communities and not made unilateral
decisions.

addition to that. The government has made an
enormous impact on upgrading infrastructure across the
board

Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - The schools were
consulted and many decisions on school closures were
made by school communities. The opposition tried to
get education up as an issue in the Mitcham
by-election. Mr Nardella should talk to those school
communities. They are entirely satisfied with their
schools. In terms of infrastructure there are some
outstanding schools. There have been some closures,
but the schools are excellent.

Earlier Mr Nardella or Mr Eren inquired about
Shepparton. The paper has since been found My
memory is not as selective as Mr Nardella's. The
unemployment figure for the Goulbum-Ovens-Murray
region, which includes Shepparton, is exactly 6.1 per
cent, which is what I said. The figures used by the
Leader of the Opposition are considerably aged figures.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Thanks to Tony Robinson.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Again, Mr Nardella,
you have a selective memory because most of the
money was spent before the honourable member for
Mitcham was elected. I, together with Mr Ashman,
have worked closely with the Minister for Education on
a number of outstanding issues affecting schools in that
electorate. It has absolutely nothing to do with the
honourable member in the other place.
Hon. M. M. Gould - He has to mention Mitcham
because he wants to stand.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You are going down, are
you, Bruce?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - You will know in good
time.
The government inherited schools with a $670 million
maintenance backlog. It inherited roads that had
potholes and were broken down. The shadow Minister
for Roads and Ports would acknowledge that a lot of
work is being done on road development throughout
Victoria The duplication of the Goulburn Valley
Highway is currently under way. It is a significant road
that has needed duplication for many years. Work on
the Western Ring Road has been continued and it is
seen as important new work, although I acknowledge
there were federal and former state government
initiatives in that project Work has been undertaken on
the Eastern and South Eastern freeways. Work has been
carried out on a range of roads throughout Victoria,
including regional roads. Significant work has also
been undertaken on the freeway leading to the Latrobe
Valley.
Throughout Victoria an enormous amount of work has
been undertaken on repairing the neglect by Labor to
our road infrastructure. The run-down condition of
Victoria's infrastructure was not even recognised in the
$33 billion debt the government inherited. It was in

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Where are you getting your
figures from?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Unfortunately for you
they are the published state and national figures of the
Australian Bureau of Statistics. These are from the
official records, not Labor figures. Therefore, they bear
some scrutiny. They are used fairly widely as the most
reliable guide.
Mr Nardella has invited me to discuss health a little
more, and I welcome that opportunity. The
government's objectives in health are certainly to
achieve a fair distribution oflimited resources to make
sure it gets value for taxpayers' money. However, it is
most important to deliver high-quality services where
people live. The government is looking for a better
balance between urgent, continuing and chronic care
services and is also keen to continue with the
contestability and private not-for-profit sector
involvement in service delivery and infrastructure
provision.

Growth in demand for health services, plus the
existence of ongoing unmet needs, continue to present a
challenge - certainly demand for services for an
ageing population, as I mentioned before, and demand
stemming from advances in medical and drug
technology. Fantastic new developments have been
made in technology but, unfortunately, they are very
expensive. It is important that that is taken into account.
Consumer expectation is growing and, as members
would be aware, generally the level of private health
insurance has declined I hope the recent initiatives of
the federal government will at least stop that, and that
more people will return to private health insurance. The
demand on public hospital funding would be
significantly reduced as a result.
I return to an earlier point I made when I responded to
an intezjection about patient satisfaction. As I said, in
considering a health service the more important issue is
what consumers of the service believe they get out of
that service and whether they are happy. I can
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understand that bodies such as the Australian Nursing
Federation at times may run industrial campaigns and
raise a range of health issues because that suits those
industrial campaigns. I can understand why people who
are employed in some of the ancillary areas of hospital
services, such as the catering and cleaning areas, would
want to run such campaigns. However, at the end of the
day the important measure must be the quality of
service. And that is best measured by the satisfaction of
patients.
The government instituted a patient satisfaction survey
on overall and other key measures, which realistically
could have had the potential to backfire. If people were
not happy. those statistics would be the greatest weapon
in arguing the government was somehow delinquent in
delivering health services. The crucial issue is whether
people are satisfied with the health service. The
summary of overall measure statistics for acute patients
in 1997-98 reveals that 97 per cent of patients
expressed satisfaction with the care they received.
These reports on the public hospital system are
published fairly widely and I am sure the opposition has
copies of them. Under other key measures patients were
asked whether they would recommend the hospital to
family or friends.
In 1995-96. 94 per cent said they would recommend
the hospital to other people for treatment and in
1997-98, 96 per cent said they would do so. Patients
were also asked whether the compassionate reassuring
attitude of all staff was either excellent or very good,
with 81 per cent of patients in 1995-96 and 84 per cent
of patients in 1997-98 stating they were always very
pleased with the standard of professional care they were
given in hospitals. That is an overwhelming
endorsement of the satisfaction of patients with hospital
facilities.

It is interesting to note - even in terms of the ANF's
expressed concern from time to time about numbers that there has been a 6 per cent increase in nursing staff
from 1992-93 to 1997-98. The number of nurses in
direct nursing care has increased from 19 638 in
1992-93 to 20 141 in 1997-98. If one adds other
support people associated with the care of patients in
acute hospitals, one discovers that the increase in total
staffwas 4.2 per cent in that same period, with 45 898
in 1992-93 increasing to 46 609 in 1997-98. So there
have been increases in nursing staff, despite what
members of the ANF argue when they bandy about all
sorts of figures, very often in pursuit of an industrial
agenda. The reality is that there are more people on the
ground in direct patient care.

Indeed, the funding for acute health services in
hospitals has risen from $1.863 million in 1993-94 to
$2.607 million in 1998-99.
That is a significant increase over that period. The
coalition is spending more money than labor did in any
period of its administration, particularly if one takes
1991-92 as a benchmark. That statistic cannot be
challenged. The government has achieved an
impressive improvement in cost efficiency and a
reduction in costs over five years. Some 200 000 more
patients have been treated in that period under casemix
funding, which the labor Party talked about getting rid
of. However, today the Leader of the Opposition did
not talk about changing or modifying it. There was
some confusion.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Modifying it.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - The category 1 waiting
list - the most acute for health hospital services - has
been eliminated completely. The government has
stabilised waiting lists and waiting times across the rest
of the acute health services area. The number of
patients treated in 1992-93 was about 700 000 and for
1998-99 it is estimated to be 220 000. According to
customer satisfaction surveys people are satisfied with
the efficiencies in the service.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - When are they surveyed?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - I understand it is after
treatment, as they are leaving hospital.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - In the hospital?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - I am not sure whether
patients are surveyed in the hospitals or whether they
take home the surveys and return them. I can find out.
Clearly patients are under no obligation to give good
report cards. My experience of surveys is that
respondents are more likely to complain about services
than praise them. Those surveys are significant.
I am pleased to hear that Victoria has the best health
service and that the opposition will continue with
casemix. Even the previous federallabor government
considered that casemix was the way the health system
should be examined. It recognised that to contain costs,
achieve efficiency and ensure a better quality of care for
patients casemix was the way to go. That has been
recognised around the world in other jurisdictions, not
just in other Australian governments.
The waiting list for semi-urgent cases of fewer than
90 days has been reduced from around 6000 to about
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2700. Significant changes have taken place and
improvements delivered by the government.
Earlier I spoke about the rundown of infrastructure,
particularly in health services. Mr Nardella mentioned
the Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre. Ifhe had
done his research he would know that under the health
plan the hospital is being reviewed. There is likely to be
significant investment and it will become a major
delivery point for acute health services. When the
government came to office the Austin was a
ramshackle hospital that did not provide services where
people needed them. The buildings were no longer
suited to the delivery of good health services today.
Similarly the Kimer government recognised that Prince
Henry's hospital had to be moved to Clayton and it
became the Monash Medical Centre. That was a
recognition that the Prince Hemy's building was no
longer suitable as a hospital. The cost of refurbishing it
to bring it up to modem standards and to provide
quality health service was prohibitive. There was a
question mark about whether the hospital was in the
right location. The answer to that was no. That was
recognised and the hospital was moved. Hospitals
should provide services to the people who need those
services. That was done in the case of Prince Henry's.
The government has continued that policy approach
and it has a good record in that regard. For example, the
Epping hospital has replaced the former Preston and
Northcote Community Hospital (PANCH). There was
some debate today about some facilities being
maintained at PANCR. The Austin and Repatriation
Medical Centre has been upgraded to provide extended
hospital services in that area
The Broadmeadows hospital, which opened in
September 1998, is providing quality services in a
building that is relevant to contemporary medical
standards and can accommodate the available
technology to bring quality care to patients. The
Berwick hospital is now being developed as another
hospital in the south-eastern growth corridor. Plans are
advanced and the government is committed to building
the new hospital in the area The government is also
building a new hospital in Knox in my province. It is
already subject to advanced planning to ensure that
Victoria has a hospital service that meets some of the
acute health needs of people in the eastern suburbs.
That hospital will be complementary to a range of other
hospitals in that area, including the Angliss,
Maroondah, Dandenong and Box Hill hospitals that
currently serve the eastern suburbs. The Knox hospital
is not a replacement hospital as such, it will provide
complementary acute service facilities in the eastern
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subwbs and extend that network. It is taking hospital
facilities and quality care to where people need it. It
will also provide new teaching resource facilities.
The Victorian government's approach to health is not
only to improve health facilities but also to ensure that
those facilities are up to date. In July last year a number
of honourable members attended the opening and saw
the new facilities at the Latrobe Regional Hospital. It
represents a significant development in hospital
services in the Latrobe Valley. Although the Latrobe
Valley already had a hospital, the building was not of
the standard required for the delivery of quality health
services into the future. The building has been replaced
with a state-of-the-art hospital of which the government
is proud.
I understand the other hospitals the government is
building and developing in Victoria, together with the
capital investment program in hospital infrastructure, is
unparalleled anywhere in the world. No other
government has undertaken such a level of capital
investment in health infrastructure over the period of
this government. I have not been able to find an
example anywhere in the world where a government
has made such a commitment to bring its health
infrastructure up to standard
Having talked to nursing staff, doctors and ancillary
staff I have no doubt that the new hospitals are the
keystone to providing future quality health services.
The subject of cleanliness at hospitals has been raised a
couple of times by the opposition. The government's
customer satisfaction strategy addresses part of that
matter, at any rate, but do opposition members who
raise the issue concede that it is now easier to clean and
provide a high standard of care and maintenance in new
facilities - with services and modern technology being
provided in modern, airconditioned facilities - than it
is in some of the buildings that have been standing for
decades? That is part of the government's plan in its
tackling of those issues.
The other hospital servicing my constituents is Box Hill
Hospital, which recently has been significantly
refurbished Next Friday a new maternity wing, the
Birra Lee East centre, will be opened there. In the past
12 months more than $9 million has been spent on
redeveloping the hospital and upgrading its capital
facilities. The paediatric ward at the Box Hill Hospital
has been significantly refurbished and other facilities
there, including a range of wards and surgery facilities,
continue to be upgraded.
Over the years I have visited patients at the Box Hill
Hospital. Frequently I was concerned., not about its
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cleanliness, because its staff did a wonderful
maintenance job, but about its presentation in that the
hospital facilities were outmoded and it was not
equipped to meet the demands placed on a modem
health service. Today, after a range ofrefurbisbment
projects implemented since the Kennett government
came to office, the hospital is well equipped to meet the
health service needs of the eastern suburbs.
The government's total commitment to the
metropolitan health care plan - that is, its capital
investment in Victoria's health seIVices - has been
$900 million over 10 years. That level of investment by
a government in its public hospitals infrastructure is
unparalleled. It covers not only major metropolitan
hospitals but many rural hospitals such as the new one
in the Latrobe Valley and the planned new facility at
Mildura, and upgrades of many other Victorian
hospitals. The government's commitment has been
significant.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - We are opening a new one in
Wodonga next month.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - That one was not
included in my list, Mr Baxter, and I am pleased to hear
about it. The government's $900 million has been spent
on upgrading health facilities throughout Victoria A
range of programs underpin development of the
hospitals that are but one part of Victoria's health
services. The government has committed funds to
health preventive measures and health education. It has
made a significant investment in community health
centres that are part of an education program,
particularly in preventive areas, where $100 million has
been allocated over four years to Turning the Tide
programs that try to tackle the drugs problem and
$24 million to the suicide prevention strategy.
The Strategy for Carers program has been allocated
$100 million over four years and the government has
funded food safety initiatives. It has allocated
$30 million over 10 years for research aimed at
reducing the impact of breast cancer and for medical
research into genetic screening.
Victoria has health services of which it can be proud. In
the past five years the government's policy framework
has put the runs on the board in improving the quality
of health services. It has committed resources and
funds. Improvements have been achieved through the
work of many fine people involved in the delivery of
health services across the state. Nurses, doctors and
others who provide health seIVices in hospitals do a
sterling job and have been partners with the
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government in the delivery of a much-improved health
service in Victoria.
The infrastructure inherited by the Kennett government
in 1992 did not even appear on the balance books but
was taken for granted That shows how hospitals were
run and services delivered. Honourable members
should compare the services in 1992 with those now
being provided at places such as the new hospital to be
opened soon at Wodonga, those already opened in the
Latrobe Valley and at Epping, and future hospitals to be
established at Berwick and Knox. If they do that they
will realise what the government has been on about in
delivering satisfactory quality health services that are
not a quirk of nature but reflect the significant
commitment of the government to its health policies
and certainly the delivery of quality services by health
workers in hospitals.
The Leader of the Opposition also talked about
education. Much of what she said a Labor government
would do has already been done by the Kennett
government. Her promise about class sizes has already
been met by this government. She talked about the need
for professional development programs for teachers. As
I then said by interjection, Miss Gould should stop
talking to Mary Bluett at the Australian Education
Union (AEU) and visit schools. Extensive professional
development programs are already occurring in
schools.
The Leader of the Opposition mentioned the need for
technology training, but teachers are already involved
in extensive professional development programs in the
technology area through to the entire curriculum
framework. I talk to the teachers, and when I get home I
get talked to by a teacher because my wife is a teacher
who attends professional development courses.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - The opposition
becomes upset when I inject reality into a speech
because it gets its facts and figures from the AEU,
which recently sent honourable members copies of a
back-to-basics document. I wrote the AEU a letter
because I was interested in its use in that document of
the term 'basics'. It so happens that the Leader of the,
Opposition in the other place also frequently uses the
same word I wonder whether the AEU will be the
implementer of policy if ever Victoria is stuck with
another Labor government. Victorians already know
that some years ago the AEU provided most of the
apparatchiks in the former Victorian Labor
government.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - A retention rate in the high
70s was a real disaster.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Why was there such a
retention rate?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - There should not have
been.

Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - There were no jobs.
Perhaps Mr Nardella should get out into the electorates.
There were no jobs and no parallel courses for some of
those young people. Some who would have been
retained in high schools are now doing technical and
further education (TAFE) courses; they are doing
parallel courses that are equipping them for
occupations. The opposition should get out there and
try to understand the true position.

The government has an enormous commitment to
tertiary education. The Labor Party is preoccupied with
primary and secondary education, but the Kennett
government is looking at an overall education picture. It
is looking to the educational opportunities for women
returning to the work force and for people
administering community housing, and certainly it has
a strong interest in TAFE institutes. For example, only
a few weeks ago the Premier opened a major extension
of the Box Hill Institute ofTAFE in my electorate.
That TAFE college is delivering significant services, as
are Casey, Barton and Chisholm colleges and the
Eastern in Wantima The Croydon-Lilydale college has
now become part of Swinburne University of
Technology. All the changes are creating significant
new educational opportunities for young people. The
Kennett government has a very strong record in TAFE
education.
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no other authority than Bill Gates, the man recognised
as the leading person in computer and software
technology in the world, regards Victoria as one of the
leading jurisdictions if not the world leader in the use
introduction and development of technology resourc~s
in schools. The outside recognition of the Kennett
government's technology achievements is significant.
Since the coalition government came to office the
refurbishment of schools and the establishment of new
schools in areas where the population growth
demanded them, the introduction of technology, and
new curriculum standards - including the complete
review of curriculum standards, which has achieved a
far more appropriate curriculum for young people and
which has continued in recent times to be part of the
VCE process - have ensured a better quality education
service. That has been achieved in partnership with
teachers - the ones in the front line - who in their
schools are committed to and are delivering quality
~cation services. They are the professionals operating
ill our schools. Never mind the union agenda and the
rumblings, particularly as we head towards another
budget phase. Those teachers are working in better
conditions and delivering better quality education
services to Victoria.
I shall pick up on some of the things which the teachers
union discussed in its campaign and which the
opposition is using as part of the development of the
New Solutions document the Leader of the Opposition
referred to today. There has been a distortion of
information by the union for its own agenda which
simply does not bear up against the facts. In Victoria
education is well funded. Schools funding was boosted
by $258.6 million in the last state budget. That includes
$78 million in building works and maintenance and
$163.6 million for new program initiatives over the
1998-2000 period. The funding represents a 6.8 per
cent increase on 1997-98, taking the total spent on
school education for 1998-99 to $4.054 billion - the
highest ever amount, I might add

The retention rates are a misnomer if you take into
account the fact that for part of the Labor government's
period there were no jobs - the kids were staying in
schools because there was nothing else to do. In many
cases the kids were disillusioned and had limited
motivation simply because they did not see a future for
themselves. I point out they now see a future for
themselves and that is very much to the chagrin of the
Labor Party. Those people will form part of our vote at
the next few elections because the Kennett government
has given them a future. They recognise that they now
have employment opportunities that they did not have
in the past.

The bottom line is that under the coalition government
the recurrent education budget has increased by
$150 million between 1997-98 and 1998-99. In total
the coalition has spent $500 million more on education
this year than Labor did in 1992. At the same time the
coalition is delivering better school facilities, more
technology in schools and improved curriculum
standards.

The Leader of the Opposition criticised the technology
role, by sleight of hand, as she extolled the virtues of
what Labor's rhetoric would achieve for Victoria It is
interesting to note what she said in that respect because

As I said earlier, when the coalition came to office in
October 1992 it inherited a $670 million backlog in
government school repairs and maintenance. Many
government schools were literally falling apart as a

GOVERNMENT SERVICES

Wednesday, 14 April 1999

COUNCIL

result of Labor's neglect. Since then the government
has worked hard to reduce the school maintenance
backlog, and by the end of 1998-99 it will be reduced
to less than $190 million. It is a significant achievement
over a period of some six years to have reduced the
backlog by $480 million. That has been achieved, as
well as all the other continuing work that has had to be
taken up. The maintenance from last year will be added
to this year; yet we still made inroads into the historic
backlog by $480 million.
The capital works program for this year includes five
new or replacement schools and major works at a
further 48 schools across the state. In addition, more
than $1.8 million has been allocated to future projects
that the government will announce in due course.

In terms of maintenance, Victorian government schools
also received $70 million as part of the largest school
upgrade project in the state's history. The allocation of
these funds is based on a statewide audit of schools
known as PRMS - physical resource management
system - with which honourable members will be
familiar. A further $28 million a year is also provided
directly to schools for emergency and general
maintenance work through their global budgets.
The Leader of the Opposition this morning reiterated a
claim made by the union that Victoria has spent less per
student on education compared with other states and
territories. The fact is that Victoria has very low levels
of out-of-school expenditure and its corporate
overheads are the lowest in Australia The overheads
are low as a result of outsourcing, elimination of
duplication of services and streamlining of unnecessary
bureaucracies created by the previous Labor
government.
When adjusted for cost differentials and some
geographic factors, including Victoria's compact size
and excellent infrastructure, Victoria usually spends
above the national standard level and 4 per cent more
than the Commonwealth Grants Commission would
recommend for the state. It is easier to deliver education
services in Victoria to schools in its geographic context
than it is in, say, Queensland or Western Australia,
which are much larger states where schools are
obviously more remote, so there are obviously other
issues not observed by the union's statistics. Victoria
also has the highest expenditure per student on teaching
salaries of all the states. That is one of the crucial
statistics.
The Leader of the Opposition also claimed that schools
are poorly maintained and that they do not have
sufficient funds for maintenance. The Kennett

47

government is committed to spending $1 billion on
capital works between 1996 and 2000. We are a fair
way into that program, which is successful in
improving the capital infrastructure of the education
system.
I also take up the point the opposition made about class
sizes. Class sizes were referred to by inteIjection as
well as in the speech of the Leader of the Opposition.
The fact is that all secondary schools in this state are
funded on the basis of 1 teacher to 16 students and
primary schools are funded on the basis of 1 teacher to
21 students. More than 11 700 primary school classes
operated in 1998; 6.9 per cent of those classes had more
than 30 students. In fact, that was down from the 1996
level of 8.2 per cent.
The average primary school class size in Victoria last
year was 25.9 students. For the previous three years the
average remained steady at 26 students. The trend is
downwards.
Honourable members would be aware that additional
funds for school literacy programs have sometimes
resulted in an extra teacher being added to school staff
complements, which has further reduced class sizes.
Last year the minister issued a directive that classes in
the all-important early years of the preparatory class to
year 2 - an area discussed by the opposition leader be capped at 28 students unless schools have a special
reason for not doing so. Schools are adhering to that
limit with, on average, 23.7 students in the preparatory
class and 24.9 students for preparatory to year 2.
Significant reductions in class size have been made.
The government has addressed some of the issues
continually put about by the education union.
By inteIjection Mr Nardella mentioned staffing levels.
The former Labor government allowed permanent
employees to replace teachers on various forms of
short-term leave, which resulted in chronic overstaffing
and an excessive number of surplus teachers. People
coming back from maternity or other leave would find
someone had been appointed to their position, so two
people would be holding one position. In 1992 the
coalition government inherited chronic overstaffmg.
Voluntary redundancy programs were offered, and
teachers applied for those. The overall staffing
complement was reduced.
One pleasing aspect of the programs developed by the
government in addressing that problem is that from this
year on there will be a significant intake of new
graduates of teachers colleges. That will alter the profile
of staffing structures in schools, and input from those
newly trained will result in significant improvements in
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a range of areas, particularly in technology areas. The
enthusiasm of newly trained teachers will be brought to
school communities. A blend of experience and youth
will dramatically improve the quality of education
services across schools. Getting graduates into schools
has been difficult because of the chronic oversupply of
teachers in the system and the practice of appointing
pennanent employees to short-term positions. Two
people would find themselves occupying one job when
one person returned from leave.
The minister recently launched one of largest teacher
recruitment programs in Victoria's history. Up to
2600 teaching jobs will be available in government
primary and secondary schools next year. That is good
news for graduates, schools and the teaching service in
general and will lead to significant improvements in the
quality of education.
Opposition members did not say much about roads,
which was unfortunate. Perhaps Mr Power will talk
about roads. From the government's perspective, when
it came to power in 1992 it found that Victoria's roads
infrastructure had been sadly neglected. Under two
ministers, both members of the Legislative Council, the
government has made a significant commitment to the
upgrading of roads throughout Victoria
A significant investment has been made in the
Goulbum Valley Highway, the road to Gippsland, the
Princes Highway, some of the roads in the Western
District leading to Mildura, and others. The Better
Roads program and the fuel levy have made funds
available for significantly upgrading country roads
infrastructure.
Total state government road funding has increased from
$400 million in 1991-92 to $585 million in 1998-99
under the coalition government, a significant increase
on original spending. Funding of municipal roads has
increased from $94 million under Labor to more than
$215 million in 1998-99. Road programs will add to
the roads infrastructure in Victoria and will contribute
to increasing economic development in Victoria,
improving amenity and increasing road safety.
Capital works projects include the Metropolitan Ring
Road and the outer metropolitan arterial road
improvement program, on which some $26 million is
being spent this year alone. Improvements will be made
to the Western Ring Road and the Eastern Freeway.
One major initiative of the government is improving the
South Eastern Freeway - the only freeway in the
world that somehow managed to have traffic lights on
it. The government has eliminated those intersections.
Improvements will be made also to the Calder Highway
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and the Princes Highway East, and all the projects
mentioned are of significance to Victorians.
The government has shown a commitment to providing
road infrastructure that will take Victoria forward, not
simply neglecting the upgrading and maintenance of
facilities when some other government program popped
up, as happened under Labor. The piece de resistance
from the government's point of view is the City Link
project, the most significant infrastructure project since
the Snowy River scheme. Undoubtedly, that will be a
significant catalyst for economic activity into the future.
I will briefly touch on one other matter that the
opposition leader did not talk about but that was part of
the motion.
Hon. G. R. Craige interjected.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - She did not mention
anything about it in the motion. I shall comment briefly
on community safety. Like many Victorians involved
in their communities, I have been concerned about
some of the police campaigns that have had more to do
with the forthcoming state budget than anything else. It
is argued that police numbers ought be increased
because of concerns about community safety. My
concern about the campaign mounted by the police
union is that it has frightened many people, particularly
the elderly. They believe community safety is not as
good as it ought to be, but community safety in Victoria
is outstanding.
Victoria is one of the safest places in the world to live.
Australian Bureau of Statistics crime statistics - a
relevant and reputable index - show that the crime
position in Victoria is better than in other states. There
is no doubt that Victoria's police force is professional
and of high integrity. Its men and women officers
deliver a quality service to the community and have
high policing standards that ensure a level of
community safety of which we should all be proud
The government sees community safety as partly
concerning policing but extends it to include, for
example, the upgrading of railway stations and the
improvement of bus services and initiatives funded by
the Department of Justice such as Neighbourhood
Watch. Such measures help ensure community safety.
Victorians should be confident living in their
neighbourhoods or when shopping or going about their
normal business that they will not suffer from criminal
activity.
The ABS figures properly record that Victoria is a safe
place to live as far as criminality is concerned. From
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December 1992 to December 1998 the number of
operational uniformed officers of the police force has
increased from 8056 to 8377. There has been a
reduction in some non-operational areas of the police
force, but that is partly attributed to new technology and
better ways of delivering services. The fact that the
operational strength of the Victoria Police has increased
puts a lie to some of the things said by the Police
Association. That is not to say that the government
cannot do better. It is often dangerous to seize on
certain crimes or instances and suggest they are
indicative of a certain problem. You may have a
difficulty in any jurisdiction, but the reality is that there
has been a significant improvement in crime
management, particularly with serious aggravated
crimes such as murder, rape and sexual assault. All
honourable members should be pleased about that.
Community safety is being delivered by an effective
and efficient police force and Victorians ought not be
concerned about the industrial campaign mounted by
the union that does not take into account some of the
initiatives or issues associated with the police force.
I urge honourable members to defeat the motion and to
reject the Labor manifesto presented with some vitality
by the Leader of the Opposition. As she indicated at the
outset, it was a rehearsal of the policy speech that will
be given at another time. Ifit is to make television, it
will need to be shortened. The Labor Party should
develop policy and not use rhetoric such as going back
to basics. It should take Victorians into the future and
ensure that its policies address the future needs of
Victorians rather than the needs of vested interests such
as the industrial wing of the Labor Party.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I support the
motion. Miss Gould and Mr Atkinson clearly set out the
views of the opposition and the government in their
substantive contributions. I shall comment on specific
aspects of the motion, particularly as they refer to
assistance.
In relation to the electorate that Mr Theophanous and I
have the privilege to represent, I remind the house that
yesterday the Minister for Health was asked a question
about the future of the former PANCH site. As
honourable members would expect, the minister gave a
competent response, but his response merely indicated
that the government has broken a promise about the
future of the PANCH site. The opposition does not
dispute that there is a new Northern Hospital. It
understands that it was an infrastructure initiative put in
place by the former Labor government. It does not
dispute that this government built the hospital.
However, that does not contest the other fact, that the
Kennett government had given a commitment not just

49

to the people of Preston, Northcote and surrounding
suburbs, but to the Victorian community that public
medical services would be maintained on the PANCH
site.
It is appropriate to again refer to the government's
backflip on PANCH. It is indisputable that the
government gave a clear undertaking, but since then the
site has been sold to private developers. It is
indisputable that the package of arrangements of the
new development do not include medical services
available in the form the government promised. It is
reasonable that I emphasise my support for the
comments of Miss Gould about the condition of many
of our hospitals. I absolutely agree with Mr Atkinson
that people who work in our hospitals do an
outstanding job, but that is not the issue. The issue is
that they do that outstanding work in an increasingly
difficult and demanding circumstance, a circumstance
that ought not continue.

Honourable members who visit the majority of our
hospitals will see clearly a significant decline in
cleaning and support services. It is not possible to
dispute that catering and cleaning services have
declined; that the conditions that used to apply as a
consequence of that work being undertaken has
significantly declined. It is true that more people should
be working in those hospital support areas, which will
result in those people requiring hospital care
experiencing improved services, especially with
catering and cleaning. Most honourable members
would have met in the community or had visits to their
electorate office people expressing concern about the
way in which soiled linen and other materials are left
lying around the corridors and wards of our hospitals. It
is simply not good enough.
Similarly, most honourable members would have had
approaches from people expressing concern about the
presentation and the kind of food now found in
hospitals. Many people, especially those from
non-English-speaking backgrounds, find the most
effective solution is to provide food from their own
households.
The level of dissatisfaction with hospital food is high.
That is not good enough and needs to be addressed. I
emphasise that the opposition is not contesting that. It is
concerned that Victorians are not able to access the
highest standard of medical care.
The government's decisions to close some country
hospitals and cut back services in others means that
country Victorians, especially those in remote parts, are
now unable to access services that opposition members
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believe should be accessible in a modem community.
The result will be an increase in the feelings of tension
and concern people have about their medical services
being located significantly further away from where
they live than was previously the case.
I applaud the Honourable Bruce Atkinson's wish to talk
about these as community safety issues rather than
issues of law and order. I, too, am anxious to do so.
That is not to dispute the opposition's view that police
numbers should be increased, but it is most important to
talk about this from the perspective of community
safety to avoid the rather emotive and sometimes
excitable debate one can have if it is talked about purely
within the limits of law and order.
It is reasonable for the opposition's motion to express
concern about community safety. From my experience
it is true that people, especially the elderly or otherwise
vulnerable, feel less safe in their communities than was
the case. I acknowledge that is not necessarily a
consequence of any decision the Kennett government
might have taken. It is, however, significant and
therefore an issue that the Kennett government ought to
identify and address. Honourable members can all cite
examples of people who believe the public transport
system is now less safe for them than was the case
previously. We would all acknowledge that under the
previous and present governments stations and trams
are not staffed in the way the community expects. I
emphasise that that is not necessarily to say that the
actions of the Kennett government have resulted in an
increased level of concern about community safety.
Nevertheless, I support the motion absolutely because it
is clear that something needs to be done about
community safety. Actions must be taken which will
allow peoples' experience and, more importantly, their
perceptions to result in their feeling that their homes
and communities provide them with safety.
As somebody with considerable experience in and

affection for education, I refer to press reports of
comments made about the way a Labor government
might treat underperforming teachers. No-one should
be surprised that the way the comments were reported
resulted in some less than satisfactory but not surprising
responses from the education sector, and perhaps wider.
A Labor government must respond positively and
sympathetically to those teachers who, for a range of
reasons, might be deemed to be underperforming. I say
that in the context of being absolutely confident that a
Labor government would respond in that way. I am
certain that almost without exception teachers who
might be deemed to be underperforming would find
themselves in that category because of the demands of
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the profession and the realities of the present education
system and particular schools.
I have no doubt that teachers who might find
themselves in that category would be there because of
the enormous and understandable expectations of and
pressures from parents who understand that without
access to quality education their children will move into
adulthood without being on a level playing field and
will therefore be unable to explore the enormous
challenges and opportunities that the new millennium
will present. I make that aside to emphasise that I am
confident a Labor government would treat
underperforming teachers with sympathy and support
and that it would not be a mechanism for identifying
people who perhaps ought to be pushed over the edge.
My brief comments on the motion's reference to jobs
are made in the context of accepting that government
members have strong views about the employment
statistics existing at the time of the change of
government in 1992. That is a reality that people on this
side of the house would be silly to contest. There are
also other realities, such as the community view that in
the almost seven years the Kennett government has
been in office it has not done enough to address
employment opportunities and lower unemployment
figures in those pockets of the Victorian community
that, for a range of reasons relating to infrastructure, are
vulnerable.
I listened with interest to the figures the Honourable
Bruce Atkinson provided to the house. I do not contest
that in those regions and sub-regions the employment
figures are accurate. However, it is also true that in
pockets of suburban Melbourne and in sub-regions of
this state, specially for young people and older males,
the level of unemployment is unsatisfactory and, in my
view, tragic. I have always argued, long before I came
to this place, that employment is the major challenge
that a nation such as Australia can face.
Hon. W. I • Smith - Many nations.
Hon. PAT POWER - Of course. I am particularly
disturbed by some of the discussion papers and
publications recently circulated and supported by
people who claim that they are prominent in the Labor
Party. The tragedy is that they indicate a preparedness
to accept that the challenge of achieving full
employment is not something a Labor government
ought to seek.
That is a disgraceful attitude. It is in breach of the
principles and ethics of the Labor Party and is not
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something I am prepared to allow to go unchallenged,
even in my current circumstances.
If Australia and, as the Honourable Wendy Smith says,
other nations are to have any honour across their
diverse and different communities, the challenge of
achieving full employment must be clear and
unequivocal. I accept that from time to time, as a result
of factors ranging from economic international
movements to the different agendas that state and
federal governments of the day might have, the figure
will always be different and full employment may
never be achieved, but it is tragic and appalling for it
not to be something that people in public office are
absolutely committed to.
On a number of occasions I have recognised that the
Kennett government has taken some significant actions
in relation to road infrastructure and has clearly
achieved some important milestones - excuse the pun.
However, that does not mean it is not reasonable for
members of the opposition to express concern and call
for further detailed responses. It was reported in the
media the other day that if the current statistical road
toll pattern continues, by the end of the year we may be
looking at 400 deaths on our roads. Like the minister
and our predecessors, I do not want to make the road
toll a party-political issue, but it is reasonable for the
opposition to call on the government to respond to
some of the significant, and in my view learned,
community observations about new initiatives to tackle
the road toll.
Governments of all persuasions have, in a bipartisan
way, achieved enormous success in reducing the road
toll from the horrific and tragic figures that existed a
few years ago. I am not suggesting that this minister or
his predecessor are committed to anything other than
reducing the road toll, but I make the point that it is
appropriate for the opposition to argue that the
government should consider some of the new road
safety initiatives being put forward by people in the
broader community.
I said earlier that the opposition does not dispute that
the Western Ring Road is now essentially in place and
that it has made an enormous difference to those people
whose commuting patterns require them to travel from
one side of the city to the other and that travel times and
therefore fuel consumption and road safety have
improved and pollution levels have decreased.
However, it must be understood that the Western Ring
Road was funded significantly by federal government
contributions.
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I have noted the observations made by the Honourable
Bruce Atkinson about the City Link being the largest
infrastructure project since the Snowy Mountains
scheme - I have acknowledged that previously - but
that is where the comparison stops, because the Snowy
Mountains scheme was an important contributor to the
economic sustainability of Australia, from which this
state benefited. One can argue that producing
hydro-electricity is much more responsible and
appropriate than the production of electricity from
burning coal, especially brown coal, where the
emissions are a major problem.
It is also true that the Snowy Mountains scheme
provided an enormous number of young Australians
with apprenticeship opportunities and with the
opportunity to develop particular skills that were
important to the future manufacturing success of the
nation. That is not happening with the City Link
project - there is no evidence that the government was
anxious to see a partnership to enable significant
numbers of young Victorians to work on the City Link
project and to undertake apprenticeships and acquire
trade and other skills that would result not only in their
having meaningful lives but also in their future
employment being a significant contributor to this state
and nation.
The opposition acknowledges the reality and the
engineering achievement of the City Link project
However, it objects to it not just on the basis that it will
be funded by road tolls but because the government did
not use the opportunities that clearly existed to ensure
the project would make a sustainable contribution to
trade qualifications and skilled workers in the
community.
The Goulbum Valley Highway is another achievement
the opposition does not contest. I have acknowledged
the views expressed by the minister and by people such
as the Honourable Jeanette Powell that the Goulbum
Valley Highway was an extremely dangerous piece of
road and that duplication was absolutely essential in
order to deal with the traffic volume and the number of
heavy vehicles that travel on it. Something had to be
done about the death and injury on that road For many
country Victorians the fact that the Calder and the
Hume are now modem highways, and the Goulbum
Valley will soon be a modern highway - Hon. G. R. Craige - It reaches to Traralgon.
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes; and so on. I am not
ruling anything out. I am saying that many people in
rural Victoria do not use those major new roads very
often. Country Victorians use their local roads to take
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their children to school, to travel into the nearby town
for shopping, medical appointments, work, whatever.
Country Victorians are concerned about the minor local
roads which are important to their lifestyle and needs.

Hon. W. R. Baxter - They want the product to get
to the wharf efficiently too, Mr Power.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am happy to take up the
intetjection ofMr Baxter.
Hon. G. R. Craige - To agree with it.
Hon. PAT POWER- To absolutely agree, and to
invite him to agree with my claim that country
Victorians are concerned about their local roads, their
minor roads.
Hon. G. R. Craige - Which are local government
roads.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am getting to that. It
should be understood that while many of the main road
projects I have mentioned have been achieved by a
government initiative combined with significant federal
funding, part of the reason we have problems with local
and minor roads is that the same funding stream is not
made available. The Minister for Roads and Ports says
minor and local roads are the responsibility of local
government. Yes, of course that is true, but it is not
possible for federal and state governments to wipe their
hands of a fmancial responsibility. We need to
understand that if municipalities are not provided with
the funds that are necessary to undertake capital works
and to have the equipment that may be necessary for
them to undertake their own responsibilities, country
Victorians necessarily will experience less than
satisfactory conditions on their minor or local roads.
It is reasonable for the opposition to say in its motion
that the Kennett government is not doing enough for
local and minor roads in country Victoria
The same exists for roads in the outer urban areas of
Melbourne. Recently Mr Nardella and I had the
opportunity to visit the suburb of Carrum Downs in the
electorate ofCranboume. We saw major new
residential areas being expanded in circumstances
where the road and footpath infrastructure was
essentially zero. The roads that existed when they were
rural communities still exist. That means those urban
roads are unsafe.

Hon. G. R. Craige intetjected.
Hon. PAT POWER - The minister says that
funding for the roads I am describing has been a
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problem for some time, and I do not contest that. I am
not suggesting for one moment that this problem arose
simply because the Kennett government was elected
For too long state governments of all persuasions have
not fought strongly enough with the federal government
of the day to ensure that their direct funding or their
funding through the Commonwealth Grants
Commission was such that local government's
responsibilities for roads could be undertaken.
The Geelong Road is also an incredibly dangerous
road. It is a disgrace that federal governments of
various political persuasions have not been prepared to
acknowledge that Princes Highway West should be
deemed a road of national importance. It is clear that if
one examines the traffic volumes and the role that
Princes Highway West plays in our product exports and
imports that it should be a road of national importance.

Hon. G. R. Craige - We agree with that.
Hon. PAT POWER - It is true that the
government has committed funds for work on Princes
Highway West, but the decision took about six years. It
is unsatisfactory that a road so demanding of major
infrastructure work should have to wait six years for
that commitment to be made, especially when that was
at a time when the government was able to get the City
Link project, the Westem Ring Road and the Calder
Highway upgrade off the ground.
The specific references that are made in our motion are
legitimate and it is reasonable for the opposition to ask
the house to support the motion.
Sitting suspended 12.57 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.

Hon. W. L SMITH (Silvan) - I totally reject the
motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition and
reject the inference contained in it. It is a little like
Monty Python. The Leader of the Opposition said a
Labor government would contain public sector net debt.
When the coalition came to office in 1992 public sector
debt was $33 billion. It is unbelievable that the Leader
of the Opposition could make that statement after
10 years of not making it work. The Leader of the
Opposition also spoke about the high unemployment
figures. When the coalition came to government
unemployment was around 12 per cent. It is easy to
forget the past and then glibly talk about what a Labor
government will or will not do.
Using past press releases and past Labor press releases I
shall examine the history of the former Labor
government in respect of three issues: health, education
and employment. The information collated from the
press releases is as follows:
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CSV annual report slams disabled care.
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strike for pay increases.

22.8.1991

Report of the Intellectually Disability Review
Panel finds that more than one quarter of
intellectually disabled residents in Victoria are
controlled by drugs and physical restraints.

1.9.1991

State government is facing a bill of more than
$100 million from law suits by 120 patients
who contracted the HIV virus through blood
transfusions. Mentally ill people convicted of
serious offences are being sent to gaol because
of a shortage of psychiatric beds ...

29.9.1991

Victorian hospitals are working with obsolete
and unreliable equipment which could be
endangering patients' lives - Alfred, Austin,
Dandenong, Peter MacCallum, Royal
Children's named.

A special police task force will investigate the
deaths of at least 14 intellectually disabled

people at the Pleasant Creek Training Centre at
Stawell.
28.12.1990

Waiting list for elective surgery in Victorian
hospitals has increased by almost 2500 in the
past 12 months, according to state government
figures ...

19.2.1991

Report commissioned by the health
department - calls for closure of Fairfield and
another 200 beds in Melbourne ...

24.5.1991

120 beds and outpatient services at Fairfield
Hospital will be closed following a review
which recommended 'mainstreaming'
infectious disease medicine. Hospital will
continue in research capacity '"

5.10.1991

Victoria was decades behind other states in its
treatment of infectious diseases patients
according to Professor P. McDonald - review
proposed setting up Fairfield Institute of
Infectious Diseases ...

28.6.199\

State government proposed to slash health
budget by 3.5 per cent oUI 00 million
according to senior minister sources ...

13.10.1991

State government has reneged on an election
promise to provide $50 million to redevelop
Peter MacCallwn and has told the institution to
seek funds from private sectors ...

13.7.\99\

Union set to hit hospitals due to dispute
between the health services and state
government - award changes.

28.10.1991

Fairfield hospital would be amalgamated with
the Austin Hospital.

18.7.199\

Health plan to limit outpatients - scheme put
forward by YHA and endorsed by health
ministry.

2.12.1991

Health department has secretly overspent its
budget by between $53 million and $62 million
for the past three years.

20.7.199\

YHA - I in 10 public hospital beds are closed
and an estimated 30 000 people will be waiting
for elective surgery at the end of the year.
$38 million is needed to halve the elective
surgery waiting lists in public hospitals.

4.12.1991

500 beds to close - Royal Melbourne
Hospital - Christmas cost cutting ...

22.12.1991

Victorian government will announce tomorrow
a group settlement of more than $20 million to
people with medically acquired HIV and
AIDS ...

29.12.1991

Public n~ing homes have warned that frail
and demented elderly people will be forced to
stay at home without adequate nursing care
following state government cutbacks ...

30.1.l992

Some emergency services were delayed last
night as Victoria's 65 new Jakab ambulances
were taken off the road at 5.00 p.m. following
concerns about their safety.

1.3.1992

Health department has given 10 metropolitan
hospitals 4 months to cease substandard
medical waste ...

11.5.1992

The Victorian Health Department has approved
the privatisation of public hospitals outpatient
clinics ...

27.5.1992

Indefinite bans on admissions to public
aged~are accommodation throughout Victoria
are expected to be imposed by nurses
tonight - protesting about the government's
refusal to guarantee to retain job numbers at the

24.7.1991

7.8.1991

10.8.1991

Most agencies in Victoria dealing with young
people and drug problems are irrelevant and
ineffective according to report released today
by Hayden Brown, social researcher,
commissioned by task force ...
Health department is investigating the alleged
misappropriation of money from trust accounts
for about 230 patients and clients at Aradale
Hospital, Ararat - waiting list figures released
show 28 642 Victorians waiting to get into a
public hospital for elective surgery.
Doctors to ban elective surgery - the state's
2500 public hospital specialists want parity
with their interstate counterparts.
Prince Henry's closed this month - four
months earlier than planned because of the
budget cuts.

13.8.1991

Victorian health department to consider as
outpatient fee should commonwealth proceed
with its plan to allow general practitioners to
charge $3.50 to bulk-billed patients ...

centres ...
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25.6.1992

Kimer government over repeated failure on
the part of state Treasury to pay the
superannuation fund $1 0 million debt

Victorian public hospitals had to borrow
$70 million this month to ensure the
continuation of services and the payment of
staff ...
30.6.1992

I turn now to finance:

Age editorial- SEC forced by the government
to borrow money in order to pay money to the
government

00.8.1990

Public sector workers strike over budget cuts to
transport, education, health, ports and prisons.

28.2.1991

BOMA - it could take 10 years and 19000
people to fill the office space presently lying
vacant in MelboWlle's CBD.

18.9.1990

Teachers strike over VCE.

9.4.1991

State government departments have been asked
to $800 million as a
preliminary target for the budget

Mike Richards, former adviser to Cain,
describes Victorian education system as the
most inefficient in the country ...

3.6.1991

Director-General of Ministry for Finance said
up to 300 senior public service executives had
no job in the formal sense ...

Press statement by Don Hayward - secret
report condemns government policy on
disabled srudents.

7.6.1991

Pullen corrected an appalling example of
rampant bureaucracy in the school discipline
system. Supported a high school principal and
teachers whose decision to suspend a student
allegedly caught selling marijuana had been
overturned by an education department review
panel.

14.5.1991

The list deals next with education:

to cut their spending by up

21.6.1991

1.9.1991

Budget - Victorian government has failed to
meet its asset sales targets by $229 million in
the last 12 months ...

14.10.1991

Lost a record of $36 billion worth of prime
Victorian assets, according to the Ministry of
Finance, but there is no collated list. However,
Mr Birrell said a list must exist or the
government would not have been able to
coordinate its asset sales program ...

8.11.l991

Up to 10 000 public servants may be overtaxed
when they receive their payouts from the state
government's enhanced resignation package ...

20.3.1992

State opposition said the government's rollover
of Victorian Equity Trust investments would
increase the cost of the VET funds to
$920 million by 1995 ...

4.5.1992

Victorian workers would be forced to pay their
own legal costs if they lost a Workcare appeal
under planned amendments ...

17.6.1992

About 2200 state government properties were
awaiting sale at the end of 1991, according to
the legal firm Freehill Hollingdale and Page '"

18.6.1992

Victorian government expects to set aside
$25 million in this year's budget to cover the
higher cost of superannuation for state
employees.

20.6.1992

AIan Stockdale PR - a Senate report has
revealed that the Victorian government has
created a $16.4 billion hole in the state
superannuation fund

26.6.1992

Victorian government has agreed to simplify
bank taxes as soon as possible following
outrage from the banking sector over the recent
doubling of govenunent bank charges.
Alan Stockdale PR - state opposition
revealed that in April the State
Superannuation Board threatened to sue the

That account was published in the Age. The list
continues:
13.6.1991

Protectionism, weak education system, state
government debt - weaknesses causing the
Victorian malaise. Combined project of the Age
and the University of Melbourne ...

That is according to the Age of that date. The list
continues:
15.8.1991

The business higher education round table - to
conduct survey as the education standards of
university grades and school students are far
from satisfactory.

24.8.1991

More than 13 000 Victorian secondarY teachers
will impose bans from Monday aimed at
hampering the numing ofVCE.

29.8.1991

Victoria's 2000 state schools face prolonged
disruption as the state's biggest teacher unions
prepared for industrial action over plans to shed
120 jobs.

10.9.1991

Victorian government has asked the state's
42 000 teachers to forgo a backdated pay rise
worth $8 million in rennn for saving 400 jobs
in the schools.

17.9.1991

Teachers ban Labor MPs from visiting
secondary colleges. Letter sent to Premier and
state ALP MPs from VSTA.

21.9.1991

Parents of disabled children yesterday
threatened to take court action over refusal of
the Federated Teachers Union of Victoria to
enrol disabled students in the mainstream
schools next year.
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13.10.1991

Government funding of teacher union activities
has cost the Victorian taxpayer up to
$1.2 million - infonnation under FOI ...

And the list continues. Yet today the house heard the
opposition talk about how caring, disciplined and good
it would be if it were in government. It talked about
unions, schools and the policies it would introduce. The
list continues:
5.5.1992

28.6.1992

Key report on education and training has
recommended that the VCE be restructured
with a greater emphasis on work skills as well
as mathematics, foreign languages and
humanities.
The education department will next
year-

this is one of the policies it said it would introduce in
those years introduce a nial year 13 to give students the
option of spreading the controversial VCE over
three years.

As with many things the former Labor government said
it would do, it never met that promise. Its changes were
basically disastrous.
This morning opposition members talked about
unemployment statistics and how important it is that
Victoria and Australia should invest in jobs. The
government agrees, because it has the best employment
statistics since 1992. Latest figures reveal a 5.6 per cent
unemployment rate. But what were the figures when
the Labor Party was in government?
I refer to the employment and unemployment list:
30.10.1990

3.1.1991
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Number of Victorians on unemplo:yment
benefits has grown by almost 1200 a week in
October.
Number of people receiving unemplo:yment
benefits in Victoria has risen by 50 per cent to
117 871 in the past six months, according to the
Department of Social Security ...

4.2.1991

Victoria registers greatest fall- 15.5 per
cent - in job advertisements ...

10.5.1991

Unemployment, number ofjobless in Victoria
jumped by 28 700 to 127 300 and
unemplo:yment rate soared from 9.2 per cent to
10.5 per cent

That statistic is taken from the Age of7 June 1991,
according to figures released by the Department of
Social Security. The list continues:
12.7.1991

Emplo:yment figures show Victoria still sliding
downhill faster than other states. Another 6200
jobs disappeared in June and official
unemployment rose to 228 700. Northern
Victoria taking over Melbourne as worst area

4.8.1991

300 000 Victorians unemployed, says CES.
Since June 1990, Victorian unernplo:yment has
almost doubled.

8.9.1991

Roy Morgan Research Centre research shows
that fear ofunemplo:yment is greater in Victoria
than in any other part of Australia

What does all that mean? No wonder unemployment
was feared by so many people in this state. Many
remember the 1980s when Victoria was a basket case
and the laughing-stock of Australia The situation in
Victoria is now different when one compares our
figures with those in other states. Victoria now has the
highest employment rate, the highest job growth and
the best business investment record of all states.

This morning the house heard about youth
unemployment. Of course youth unemployment is
tragic, but I remind the house that the youth
unemployment figures increased from 28.7 per cent in
July 1991 to 30.4 per cent in August that year. The list
continues:
27.9.1991

Services.

11.10.1991

1 in every IO search for work - Victoria's
unemplo:yment rose to 10.9 per cent, its highest
in almost 60 years ...

21.10.1991

Unemplo:yment may peak at 11 per cent in the
June quarter of 1991 and continue above 10 per
cent well into 1993, a confidential minute by
the department of emplo:yment warned.

But it went higher than that when the number of jobs
available drastically slumped The list continues:
10.1.1992

Victoria is nation'sjob loss leader.

17.1.1992

Victoria worst hit by job losses - Victorians
on dole has jumped from 76 000 to more than

194000.
5.3.1992

About 50 per cent of young people in Ballarat
are unemployed, according to a new study that
criticises the federal government's methods of
counting the jobless.

13.3.1992

Victoria's unemplo:yment prospects have taken
a sharp turn for the worse, rising to 11.1 per
cent in February.

It did not stop there; it continued until 1993 when the
highest rates were reported. The list continues:
7.6.1991

Jobs crisis: Melbourne hit hardest ... two and a
half times as many people on the dole in
Melbourne in May as there had been a year
earlier ...

Victorian unemplo:yment seems set to worsen,
according to a survey by KelIy Recruionent
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17.3.1992

Kirner announced no long-tennjobs would be
created ~ a direct result ofher employment
statement It will provide short-tenn jobs.

Ibis morning the house heard the Leader of the
Opposition talk about short-term jobs versus long·term
jobs, but I am afraid the opposition's history
demonstrates that the former Labor government did not
create many long-term jobs. The list continues:
25.3.1992

By the end of next year more than 340 000
Australians are likely to have been unemployed
for a year or more '"

8.5.1992

Victoria's dole numbers treble in two years.

12.6.1992

Victoria's youth unemployment has climbed to
46.1 per cent (a postwar record) while
unemployment across all ages rose to 11.8 per
cent

I shall conclude on that point. I shall not go through
what the Kennett government has done since then. I
could do so, but I will not because Mr Atkinson did an
admirable job and there is no point making the same
points twice in a debate.
This motion is a nonsense. Not only has Labor not
learnt its lesson from the past, but it seems to suffer
from amnesia.

Bon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) One of the great disappointments about Ms Smith's
contribution to the debate is that she missed the
opportunity, which was certainly taken up by
Mr Atkinson, to look not only at the recent past but also
at the future and the ideas and policies of both the
government and the opposition.
Ms Smith could go no further forward than 1992! That
demonstrates that the government is bereft of ideas. A
serious motion is moved about the crisis in the
Victorian community, yet all Ms Smith can do is bark
back to the past, to a period when the world economy
was in deep recession.
The coalition government further exacerbated the
situation by implementing its policies in late 1992.
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Nardella has just
started his speech. I suggest that honourable members
contain themselves and allow him to develop it on his
own.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The great tragedy is
that Ms Smith would not talk about the policies
implemented in late 1992 and early 1993 and since
then. The Victorian economy should have been
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booming then, but instead it slid backwards. Ms Smith
did not deal with the reality of the situation.
I shall talk briefly about education. The basis of
measurement of how we are looking after young people
in education has to be the retention rate. In 1992 - Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The house is doing
itself no good by making this sort of racket. I ask
honourable members to contain themselves and allow
Mr Nardella to continue.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - In 1992 there was a
recession. The form 6 retention rate was 78 to 79 per
cent. People were coming from overseas to see what we
were doing right. What is the retention rate now? It has
fallen to 69 per cent. What a disgrace!
The retention rate in the Australian Capital Territory is
more than 90 per cent, yet in Victoria it has fallen
dramatically to below 70 per cent. That affects my
constituents. It will not affect the kids of honourable
members on the government side of the house. They
make sure their kids go to private schools and are
looked after. But people in my electorate are being
affected by the government's policies.
Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I know Mr Nardella
likes to stir up government members and government
members like to stir up Mr Nardella, but this is
supposed to be a debating chamber where honourable
members can hear each other. That is becoming
extraordinarily difficult. I ask government members to
desist and allow Mr Nardella, in his unprovocative way,
to continue.

Bon. D. A. NARDELLA - I refer now to police. It
is indisputable that police officers are no longer out on
the beat in the community, police stations are closing
throughout the state and police morale is at rock bottom
because it is extremely difficult for officers to do their
job of protecting the Victorian community. The
government fmds it more important to look after and
give tax breaks to its mates than to provide the police
resources the Victorian community demands and, more
importantly, should have to protect it in difficult times.
The Labor Party has made a commitment to providing,
when in government, an extra 800 police officers on the
job. Those positions will be fully funded. The Labor
Party does not expect to obtain the money from thin air.
The funding for the additional 800 police officers will
be provided through a budget allocation of
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$67.6 million, $24 million of which will come from
getting rid of the Treasury's privatisation unitbecause Labor does not believe in privatisation it will
get rid of that unit - with the remaining
$44 million-odd coming from the budget surplus. The
promise is fully funded. I challenge the government to
announce the provision of 800 additional police officers
to better the situation in Victoria
The police station at Mount Evelyn is staffed 9 hours a
week - 3 hours on Mondays, 3 hours on Wednesdays,
and 3 hours on Fridays. On Saturday nights when
police are most needed and police resources are
generally stretched - when the hoons are out
terrorising the residents - nobody is there to protect
the community. The government is too busy feathering
its nest to do anything about that situation.
The government is too busy making sure it is out there
promoting the grand prix, the casino and itself. The
Premier talks about everything but the problems in
Victoria
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Aurora Fibreglass
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to a
recent decision by Aurora Fibreglass in Dandenong to
close, with the loss of330 jobs. What action has the
minister or his department taken to prevent the factory's
closure and the subsequent loss of 330 jobs?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the honourable
member for her question and welcome the end of the
debate that has taken up the past 4 hours. I make it clear
to Miss Gould that if she wants to talk about the
performance of the government on a
company-by-company, person-by-person, state-by-state
basis, I am more than happy to take her on. In the
debate on the motion moved this morning - Hon. T. E. Eren - Answer the question.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - Given the glass house
you live in, I would not throw any stones. I make it
clear that if the Leader of the Opposition were
concerned about the issue she may well have raised it
this morning. The matter was not raised in the
extraordinary diatribe we heard from the opposition. It
is clear that business is not on the agenda as not a word
was said about it.

Hon. D. A. NardeUa - Answer the question. You
have the opportunity.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - If you want to listen, you
will hear. Why is that so? The economic performance
of the state is now beyond reproach. Never have so
many Victorians been in employment. More
importantly, Victoria has had the largest fall in
unemployment throughout Australia That is the track
record If the opposition wants to take us on case by
case, it can take us on case by case. If the opposition
talks about our track record, I will take that approach,
too.
Did Nissan shut under the Labor government? What
happened to the State Bank under the Labor
government? Let us consider the unemployment levels
under the Labor government: the long-term
unemployed, youth unemployment, and unemployment
of people of non-English-speaking background.
Everyone was worse off'under so-called Labor
leadership.
In Victoria industry is growing at a faster pace than in
any other state in Australia. In Victoria current
employment levels are unmatched. Victoria leads
nationally in reducing unemployment. Government
members are proud of the track record.
I invite the Leader of the Opposition, ifshe is
concerned about the issue, to raise it as a matter of
public importance. She did not raise the issue this
morning because she knows she has nothing to go on
and because she is not concerned about it. In 4 hours of
debate she had the opportunity to raise the matter but
chose not to raise it even once. Learn your game as
leader! If the Leader of the Opposition wants me to
respond, I will do so in kind She has a high standard to
fulfil, and her first day has been appalling.

Taxis: higb-occupancy
Hon. ANDREW BRIDESON (Waverley) - Will
the Minister for Roads and Ports please inform the
house of the government's latest initiative to increase
the number of taxis available during peak times and
major events?
Hon. G. It CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I inform the house that the government has
announced it will allocate an extra 100 taxi licences in
Melbourne. The special licences will be assigned to
special vehicles commonly referred to as
high-occupancy vehicles. They will carry a minimum
of 6 and a maximum of 11 passengers and will also be
capable of carrying two occupied wheelchairs. Under
licence conditions they will be required to operate at
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peak times - that is, on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays and especially in the evenings. The taxis will
have to be on duty for all major events held in
Melbourne - for example, the grand prix, the tennis
championships and the Spring Racing Carnival. Under
the licence conditions the vehicles will have to serve
people attending such events.
As part of the process the government has appointed a
new taxi depot, Melbourne Combined Maxi Taxis, to
manage the fleet of 100 high-occupancy vehicles. The
manager appointed also manages the central booking
service for the multipurpose taxi program. The fleet of
100 vehicles, which can carry up to two occupied
wheelchairs, will supplement Melbourne's M50 fleet. It
is vital that the new fleet meet high-occupancy and
other special needs.
A special fare structure will be introduced for multiple
hirings. Young people heading off to a party at
11 o'clock at night can book a cab to get there. More
importantly, they can book a cab for 11 passengers and
all head home together, which will be of great benefit.
As many a parent would know, it can take a long time
to get a taxi at that hour of the morning, and normal
cabs can carry only four passengers.
Applicants for the licences must meet the following
requirements: they must have held taxicab drivers
certificates for five years but never owned taxi licences,
and the licences cannot be sold for 10 years. The
market value for a taxi licence in Melbourne is some
$266 000. The plates will be issued for $65 000, which
recogni~ the high cost of putting those types of
vehicles on the road. The value of the plates reflects
also the significant cost to people of purchasing the
licences. There has been extensive consultation on the
issue with all community groups, particularly with the
taxi industry.
I recognise the support of the Victorian Taxi
Association, which regards this as another initiative that
will help Victorian cabs to be recognised as world class.
It will not be long before the vehicles will be seen on
the road. The government's intention is to get the
100 vehicles on the road by the end of the year.

PANCHsite
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Finance to the sale of the former
Preston and Northcote Community Hospital (PANCH)
site in Preston and to the fact that it has been sold to a
company run by Mr David Deague. Mr Deague filed
for bankruptcy in 1995 owing Lloyd Williams and
Ron Walker, among others, more than $20 million.
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Given that Mr Deague could not meet his contractual
obligations to Mr Williams or Mr Walker, what
guarantees are included in the contract of sale to ensure
the medical centre and other related facilities go ahead?
Hon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am happy to take the detail ofMr Nardella's question
on notice and give him a detailed response in due
course. The sale of the former decommissioned
PANCH site was a very public process. I can attest to
the probity issues that were taken as part of that
process.
I know that Mr Nardella's question contains some
inaccuracies, but in any event I will take his question on
notice and give a detailed response. As a general
observation, the Minister for Health said yesterday
enormous developments were undertaken before
PANCH was decommissioned in terms of services to
the immediate community. It fell to me as the Minister
for Finance to supervise the sale of that strategic and
critically located site. I am delighted with the outcome
of the sale process.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Nardella may do
what he can to denigrate the process, but the outcome
means an investment of about $200 million in the
immediate community. As I said in the announcement
of the outcome of the sale process, in had been able to
write the brief in terms of development of the property
in advance, I would not have got a better outcome for
the immediate community. The project includes a
continuing medical facility, accommodation for about
520 students, a four-star hotel and a commercial office
block. I believe it represents a brilliant outcome for the
government and the community.
IfMr Nardella wants to make light of this project and
do what he can to denigrate those who are interested in
investment in our community, I suggest he is heading in
the right direction. I will take his question on notice and
advise him that he had better have it right.

Health: primary care
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house of the
government's commitment to the expansion and
improvement of primary care in Victoria?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) The question asked by Mrs Luckins raises an issue that
is not only of significant concern to the government but
also one where there has been considerable policy
development. Governments of all persuasions have
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given rhetorical support to the importance of primary
care but have continued to provide resources in that
area through myriad programs - often completely
unconnected and certainly without any regard to the
commonwealth government's primary care programs.
The commonwealth government has primary
responsibility in that it funds general practice and the
pharmaceutical benefits scheme. In Victoria primary
care, including general practice and pharmaceuticals
prescribed by primary care providers, costs $1.6 billion
each year, or about 15 per cent of the total health care
budget The state either funds directly or manages about
$400 million a year which goes to a wide variety of
primary care programs. I want to enhance the outcomes
flowing from those programs. Often we require people
to refine their needs to fit into the program rather than
getting the service system to respond to their needs.
During the past 18 months the Department of Human
Services has been undertaking work on policy
development. It has reached the stage where, tomorrow,
I will launch a document calling for expressions of
interest for projects that will demonstrate a more
integrated approach to primary care. The programs will
be geographically based and we are asking for them to
be developed for both regional and rural Victoria The
govenunent has made it clear that it believes in
different models rather than a single model. All primary
care providers will voluntarily come together and
examine what is required to deliver better outcomes and
provide more flexibility in the delivery and funding of
services.
The commonwealth government is expressing keen
interest in the proposal because it wants to facilitate
better linkages between general practice and the
primary care services funded by state governments.
There is considerable enthusiasm in the field for this
policy development. Although I am aware of about
15 proposals that have already been developed, the
government envisages picking up in the first instance
only about six to eight of those proposals, not as pilots
but as the first stage of the rollout of a better primary
care system.
There is overwhelming evidence that good primary care
significantly enhances the health of the community.
That information is well known, but the problems have
never been tackled before. It puts a lie to the
opposition's claim that the government is devoid of
policy ideas. In fact, in this area and in many others the
state government has led the debate in Australia, and its
ongoing policy development shows it will continue to
provide leadership into the next millennium.

I look forward to those projects coming forward and
giving clear evidence of optimal outcomes for the
community through the better use of resources already
provided in this important health area.

Health: palliative care
Hon. M. M. GOUW (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Aged Care to the recent report of the
conference of leaders of religious congregations which
was critical of the Department of Human Services
tendering process for palliative care. I refer the minister
to comments made by the executive director of
Palliative Care Victoria, Ms Margaret Box, as reported
in the Age of 4 April, who said in relation to the
tendering process, 'It wasn't a level playing field across
the sector - the whole process needs to be better'. Will
the minister conduct an investigation into the tendering
process and, if not, why not?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Aged Care) The answer is no. There is a simple reason why there
will not be an investigation. No-one I know knows of
the organisation referred to by the Leader of the
Opposition.
Hon. M. M. Gould inteIjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I know Margaret Box
but her organisation is not the organisation to which
you referred. The Sisters of Charity and the Sisters of
Mercy are strongly supportive not only of the service
but of the policy settings. They are supportive of the
process because for the first time Victoria has a
statewide community-based palliative care service.
That was never achieved under 10 years of Labor
administration. In fact, under the former Labor
administration the suburb in which one lived
determined whether one got palliative care. It was the
luck of the draw whether one happened to live in an
area that had palliative care services. If a person did not
live in an area covered by palliative care services he or
she did not get access to them.
The government has built the palliative care system,
and I am very happy to debate that issue. This
government's record on palliative care will stand
scrutiny against that of any government in this or any
other state. Only Victoria has a statewide palliative care
service, and that came as a result of the government
taking up a suggestion from a task force - Hon. M. M. Gould inteIjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Are you interested in the
answer?
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Hon. M. M. Gould - Yes.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Then listen and stop
nattering! The concepts put in place grew out of a
recommendation from a task force from the field. It
suggested the government should think about a
contestable process to provide statewide services,
which is what it did - not on the basis of price but on
the basis of linkages and of provision of palliative care
across all regions. The outcome has been very
impressive. Some difficulties were experienced along
the way, but there always will be in a contestable
process when attempting to get organisations to change
and extend their levels of coverage.

I shall cite an example. Two palliative care services in
the Western region openly admitted they were in fierce
competition; rivahy existed between the two and they
did not cooperate at all. They knew the government was
serious about achieving a whole-of-region coverage for
palliative care, so they decided to bury their rivahy and
establish a consortium. That has been done, and there is
now palliative care coverage for the whole of the
Western region. The same was done in the Eastern
region. That region's palliative care service decided not
to be part of the consortium in the first process and, as a
result, was unsuccessful. Since then the region has
negotiated with the consortium and has now reached
some accommodation.
Exactly the same issue arose in Barwon, where the
Geelong hospice decided not to join a consortium put
together by the Barwon Health Network. As a result the
hospice was very upset when Barwon Health was given
the leadership. Since then it has negotiated to be part of
the consortium, with the result being that palliative care
is now provided to the Bellarine Peninsula, which did
not previously have it, as well as throughout the
Barwon area.
The desired outcome took longer to achieve in
north-eastern Victoria. Three organisations existed in
that area, and they now have an arrangement with a
lead agency that has statewide coverage. There were no
difficulties in Central Highlands, Loddon-Campaspe or
Gippsland because the palliative care services in those
areas came together and put in a proposal to provide
what the government set out to achieve - that is,
statewide coverage of community-based palliative care.
This is the first time I have heard that concerns have
been raised. So far as I know I have had not a single
piece of correspondence querying the process. I have
had plenty of letters of congratulations on the fact that
we have now achieved statewide coverage of
community-based palliative care.
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The government is in the process of building a
specialist palliative care service for inpatients - again
seeking to provide statewide coverage. That is a
resourcing issue and the government will continue to
build the resources over the coming years to achieve
that outcome. The government is, and can rightly claim
to be, proud of the achievements it has made in
palliative care, and that view is overwhelmingly shared
by the vast majority of those who work in the provision
of palliative care. It is certainly shared by those families
in this state who have benefited from the provision of
that palliative care service.

Exports: national awards
Hon. R. J. H. WELLS (Eumemmerring) - Will
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
advise the house of Victoria's success at the most
recent national export awards?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am very pleased to
advise the house that Victoria has confirmed its
reputation as Australia's export leader by not only
winning the majority of the awards in the recent
national export awards in Canberra but, indeed,
winning the most important one among them. An
Abbotsford company that some honourable members
might be aware of called Compumedics won the
prestigious Australian exporter of the year award as
well as the small-to-medium manufacturer award. I am
sure I speak on behalf of everyone when I say I am very
pleased that Melbourne is the home of the exporter of
the year. Significantly, Victoria won not just more
awards than any other state but more than the rest put
together.

Other winners included the Australian Children's
Television Foundation, which won the arts and
entertainment category; RMIT, which won the
education category; and Super Alloy Technologies,
which won the emerging exporter category. Victorian
companies therefore performed better than every other
state in the awards, reflecting the state's performance in
export growth over the past six years. Victorian exports
have increased by more than two-thirds during the past
six years, well ahead of the rest of Australia, and our
companies are therefore getting the scores on the board
in the tough markets overseas which test price, ability
to deliver and efficiency and effectiveness. We have
won in those areas.
With the widening international marketplace and
greater global opportunities we are therefore in the box
seat to take advantage of the growth that will come
from new markets to our north.
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I congratulate all winners of the National Export
Awards. This year's performance will certainly be hard
to top next year, but the government looks forward to
more Victorian companies nominating and getting the
recognition they deserve for what they have done in the
late 1990s.

Small business: bankruptcies
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Small Business to the recent
Insolvency and Trustee Service, Australia bankruptcies
statistics which show 1241 Victorian bankruptcies in
the March quarter of 1999, a rise of 11.2 per cent
compared with the March quarter of 1998 and a
massive 38.5 per cent compared with the March quarter
of 1996. What actions will the minister or her
department take to address those appalling statistics?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - The first action I have taken - I advise
Mr Nardella to take it also - is to read the figures. It is
true that personal bankruptcies in the state are a matter
for comment, and my advice is that they decreased in
the December quarter. However, the most interesting
aspect of this - this is where the ALP has so little
understanding of small business - is that 82 per cent
of the bankruptcies in Victoria in 1997-98 were
non-business related. Although members of this
chamber may have concerns about personal
bankruptcy, over 80 per cent of the bankruptcies
Mr Nardella is talking about are not related to business
at all.

Further more - this is where it helps to read the fme
print of any material coming before you - in respect of
bankruptcies classified as failures, Mr Nardella may
want to know that the Australian Bureau of Statistics
highlights business-related bankruptcies even when
there may not be a business component. For example, a
bankruptcy under the figures the opposition has brought
into this chamber can be business-related if the
individual concerned indicates any business
involvement in the five years preceding the personal
bankruptcy, even though the cause of bankruptcy - Hon. D. A. Nardella - So you are not going to do
anything about it?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER your education!
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I am trying to improve

Honourable members interjecting.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Question time can be
terminated now if honourable members wish. I want to

hear the minister's response but I cannot hear her over
the noise.
Hon. LOIJ1SE ASHER - I wish to again indicate
that the honourable member should read the fine print.
To go back to the point I was making - Hon. D. A. Nardella - Go back to answering the
question.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - I am answering the
question. The cause of the bankruptcy may have borne
no relationship whatsoever to the business but these
personal bankruptcy statistics still pick it up as a
business bankruptcy. I cannot resist making the point
that typically the opposition cannot distinguish between
a personal bankruptcy, primarily caused by credit card
use, and a business bankruptcy.
I am advised that personal bankruptcies in Victoria
decreased in the December 1998 quarter. However, if
the house wants to debate issues relating to bankruptcy,
honourable members have only to think back to the
Cain-Kimer era to remember the vast amount of small
business bankruptcies that were completely and utterly
business related. I can only speculate that the Leader of
the Opposition and the Honourable Don Nardella are
having a competition as to who can ask the most stupid
question.

Cut flower and nursery industries
Hon. W. I. SMITH (Silvan) - Will the Minister
for Small Business advise the house of the latest
government initiatives to assist small business in the cut
flower and nursery industries?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank the honourable member for her
interest in this area, particularly as most cut flower and
nursery industries in Victoria are in her electorate of
Silvan Province.
Today at the International Flower and Garden Show a
final report from the Cut Flower and Nursery Industries
Regulatory Reform Task Force was released by the
honourable member for Monbulk in another place,
Mr McArthur, who chaired this important review
process. Honourable members would be aware that the
government has embarked on a regulation reform
process looking at industries on a statewide basis.
It has consulted with small business across the state
asking them what rules and regulations, both
commonwealth and state, stand in their way. The
government then attempts to remove regulatory
impediments caused by state government.
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The first regulation reform task force concerned the
tourism area. The government has implemented those
recommendations and the tourism industry is
particularly pleased at the removal of many of the
regulatory impediments that previously stood in its
way.
The release of the report today by the honourable
member for Monbulk concludes a six-month project of
significant consultation, and there is a whole range of
small businesses in his electorate that are engaged in
this important industry. The next phase will be the
implementation of the recommendations. As chairman
of the task force the honourable member received
20 submission from growers, wholesalers, importers
and exporters of plant products. The submissions
identified a range of regulatory impediments to
investment and to small business growth in this area.
The recommendations of the final report relate to plant
health quarantine requirements, plant breeder rights,
import-export permits, and the quality of service
delivery especially with regard to compliance and the
provision of information.
I place on record my thanks to the honourable member
for Monbulk and also to Stuart Holland, the executive
director of the Nursery Industry Association of
Victoria, and John Osmelak, the executive director of
Flowers Victoria, together with three government
representatives from the Department of Premier and
Cabinet, the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment, and the Office of Regulation Reform
within the Department of State Development. I also
thank the Minister for Agriculture and Resources for
his support of the program.
The next step will be the implementation of the
recommendations. I hope to see their speedy
implementation as occurred with those in the tourism
report. There is enormous export potential in the cut
flower and nursery industries, as Ms Smith is well
aware. With the implementation of this particularly
valuable report the government hopes there will be
further growth in this important industry.

Road safety: alcohol ignition interlock
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I refer the
Minister for Roads and Ports to the Transport Accident
Commission's claims that alcohol is one of the main
contributors to death on Victorian roads. International
studies demonstrate that the alcohol ignition interlock
system saves lives and reduces the likelihood of further
alcohol and driving-related offences. Will the minister
initiate a new road safety measure and introduce
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alcohol interlocks for those deemed to be repeat
drink-drivers?
Hon. G. R CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
for his question concerning the introduction of alcohol
interlocks in Victoria The honourable member is aware
that the government supports the trial currently taking
place in South Australia to determine the best way to
introduce the interlock. All states have agreed that there
needs to be a national uniformity standard. It is true that
people in the private sector who manufacture interlocks
are promoting them as the answer to offenders who are
found repeatedly to have high levels of alcohol in their
blood while driving.
Many issues are involved in the introduction of
interlocks. There is no point introducing them without
many other programs being put in place for people who
habitually break the law, such as those who continue to
drive without licences. Merely putting an interlock into
a car will not solve the problem. When one reads the
fine print of the information issued by the Transport
Accident Commission and others, one sees that
interlocks on their own are not the solution. Significant
programs need to be developed to rehabilitate
recidivists, those who continually drive with a high
blood alcohol level.
Victoria is enthusiastically supporting the trial in South
Australia The government is currently looking at
establishing programs throughout Victoria. There is no
sense for them to be Melbourne based; they have to be
regionally based programs that can support people
through the process. The program will be relevant to
only a small group of people in the community, those
who consistently drive with dangerous levels of alcohol
in their blood., not only placing themselves at risk but
also other road users. Victoria is always willing, as it
has shown in many cases, to lead the rest of Australia,
but it has always done it with very sound research.

Superannuation: state funds
Hon. R A. BEST (North Western) - As have most
honourable members, I have received deputations and
correspondence from a number of former state
government employees. After almost two days of
question time I am staggered that the opposition has not
addressed this question to the minister. Will the
Minister for Finance explain to the house the proposed
changes to state superannuation schemes and refute
some of the misinformation that is being circulated by
unions and the opposition?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am delighted to answer this question and to quell some
misinformation. It has been made abundantly clear,
both from my desk and the Department of Treasury and
Finance, that the changes contemplated are purely
administrative. They will have absolutely no effect on
members' entitlements across the schemes involved

The government is endeavouring to focus the
management effort at improving benefits for individual
members but at the same time taking account of the fact
that the unfunded liability in one sector of state
superannuation is about $15 billion. It is strange that
there should be any criticism of the government
wanting to take a much more focused management
attitude in that context.
By way of background, Vicsuper as it is currently
known has responsibility for two fundamentally
different concepts of superannuation. In the first
instance, the organisation is responsible for managing
the relatively new and fully funded accumulation
schemes. They are to go across to commonwealth
administration in exactly the same way as has happened
with other fully funded state superannuation schemes,
the assumption being that superannuation is primarily a
commonwealth responsibility. The current board shall
move across to commonwealth administration totally
intact. There will not be one change of membership of
the board.
I turn to the second tier of responsibility, the defmed
benefit schemes that are not fully funded. As a result of
inappropriate management by consecutive governments
over many years, the liability has not been funded Not
all that long ago, and under the Kennett administration,
the liability was first recognised and recorded. The
government is $15 billion behind in its responsibility in
funding and it is appropriate it should take that into
account.
The government is trying to improve the benefits of
individual members but at the same time get the
management of that liability, which is the biggest single
liability on the state's balance sheet, within the focus of
administration. The government will establish a new
board to be known as the Government Superannuation
Office which will become the funds manager. It is true
that the funds will be dedicated to the Victorian Funds
Management Corporation (VFMC). Surprise, surprise!
That is exactly what the government has achieved with
the Transport Accident Commission and the Victorian
Workcover Authority. It simply means that the funds
shall be aggregated from the point of view of
investment As a result, the expectation is a better yield.
That is hardly outside the interests of the individual
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members when talking about a yield It offers no threat
to any member of the fund.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Shouldn't that decision be
up to the trustees?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am pleased that
Mr Nardella asked that question, because that is exactly
what will happen. The board will comprise equal
numbers of representatives of employers and
employees with an independent chairman and they will
determine the investment policy - not me, not the
Treasurer and not the VFMC. It will be the independent
board

In the face of all those facts, why has there been so
much agitation and misinformation in the marketplace?
On the steps of Parliament yesterday at a poorly
attended function extraordinary claims were made,
primarily from the new Leader of the Opposition in the
other place. Even I was appalled at the content of the
commitment given by him. Even worse, the meeting
was addressed by Mr Bill Watten, a trustee of the fund.
He either knew that the information he provided was
wrong or he was derelict in his duty as a trustee. In my
view he is setting out to mislead and misinform the
people who fall within his area of responsibility. That is
particularly disappointing given that I and my senior
officers have gone to some length to take Mr Watten
and other members of the Trades Hall Council through
the detail of the changes. He has been given an absolute
assurance that there shall be no change to individual
members' entitlements yet he insists on putting that
story about. That is a dereliction of duty. On that basis
one has to question the motivation of both the union
movement and the opposition.
I am delighted that Mr Best has given me the chance to
reassure the chamber, the Victorian community, and
particularly members of the funds involved, that there
shall be no change to members' entitlements. The
government is about setting out to improve members'
benefits and at the same time look after the general
public and the taxpayers of this state who have
underwritten the unfunded liabilities of about
$15 billion. It is about time opposition members looked
beyond the immediacy of the politics at what the
government has been doing about improved
management of the public purse. The bill will be in the
best interests of all those involved
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That so much of the standing orders as require answers to
questions on notice to be delivered verbally in the house be
suspended for the sitting of the Council this day and that the
answers enmnerated be incorporated in Hansard.

The question numbers are: 1465, 1881-1888,

1890-1895, 1897-1900, 1902-1904, 1906, 1907,
1909-1932, 1934-1969, 1973-1976, 1978, 1979,
1981-1983, 1986, 1987, 1991, 1992, 1994, 1995,
1997-2000,2004-2011,2013-2016.
Motion agreed to.
AMBULANCESERVICES~THER

AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill amends the Ambulance Services Act 1986 to
ensure that bequests and trusts made in favour of
ambulance services in particular areas are not affected
by the abolition of the original ambulance service or the
creation of a new ambulance service to provide
ambulance services in that area.
Historically ambulance services in Victoria were
locally based. In 1987 the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service was created to deliver ambulance services in
the metropolitan area and Momington Peninsula. In
accordance with the act the pre-existing ambulance
services delivering ambulance services in local areas
within the area to be served by the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service were abolished by order of the
Governor in Council.
At the same time five regional rural ambulance services
were created to deliver ambulance services in place of
pre-existing smaller rural ambulance services, with the
exception of the Alexandra and District Ambulance
Service.
The five major rural ambulance services have now been
amalgamated to fOIm one integrated service, Rural
Ambulance Victoria, which came into being on
I March 1999.
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In accordance with the Ambulance Services Act, the
now existing Metropolitan Ambulance Service and
Rural Ambulance Victoria have taken over the assets
and liabilities of the pre-existing ambulance services in
their respective areas of service.
However, concern has been raised about the capacity of
the Metropolitan Ambulance Service and the newly
formed Rural Ambulance Victoria to benefit from
bequests and trusts made in favour of the local and
regional ambulance services which previously provided
ambulance services in the areas now served by the
existing services.
Bequests and trusts, particularly charitable trusts, may
be a source of revenue for ambulance services. Where a
trust in favour of an abolished amalgamated ambulance
service conferred an absolute entitlement to property
held on trust for that ambulance service, then the
property should pass to the new ambulance service by
virtue of orders in council transferring the assets and
liabilities of the abolished ambulance service to the new
ambulance service.
However, a trust does not always confer property upon
a beneficiary. In the case of a discretionary trust the
trustee has a discretion as to whether to distribute any
benefit under a trust in favour of the beneficiaries who
are eligible under the trust. A similar concern raised in
relation to amalgamated health services was addressed
by provisions of the Health Services (Further
Amendment) Act 1998.
The current wording of the Ambulance Services Act
does not operate certainly so as to transfer eligibility to
receive a distribution under such a trust to an
ambulance service created to replace a previously
abolished ambulance service.
It has also become evident that the act does not permit
with certainty the application of a benefit under a
discretionary trust to successor ambulance services
created by order of the Governor in Council, as such a
trust does not create a right to property which can pass
to the successor. The particular wording of some trust
instruments may also prevent distributions to a
successor ambulance service.
The Ambulance Services (Further Amendment) Bill
makes provision for bequests and trusts in favour of an
abolished ambulance service to be preserved for the
benefit of a newly created ambulance service fulfilling
the purposes of the abolished ambulance service. The
bill provides for newly created ambulance services, to
be known as successor ambulance services, to be taken
to be the same body as an abolished ambulance service
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for the purpose of any trust in favour of the abolished
ambulance service.
The amendments are intended to apply to all categories
of trust, including discretionary trusts, and regardless of
the wording of the particular instrument creating the
trust. They are also intended to apply equally to
charitable and non-charitable trusts. For the purposes of
the bill, a trust is defined broadly to include gifts and
dispositions made by deed or will in favour of, or for
the purposes of, an abolished ambulance service. The
effect of the provisions is to ensure that any gift or
bequest intended to benefit ambulance services in a
particular area will continue to benefit an ambulance
service delivering ambulance services in that area.
It is recognised that in the ensuing years since local
ambulance services were abolished trustees of trusts in
favour of those ambulance services may have dealt with
the trusts on the basis of the then existing situation. The
bill preserves the validity of such acts, and provides
protection for the trustees against any action for breach
of trust which might appear to have occurred by virtue
of the provisions of this bill which deem successor
ambulance services to be the same body as an abolished
ambulance service.
The bill amends the relevant provisions by providing
that where a former ambulance service is eligible or
entitled to benefit under a trust, this eligibility or
entitlement is conferred upon its successor ambulance
service. The bill provides that a trust will be construed
as referring to the new successor ambulance service
rather than to the original ambulance service. Where a
trust was created in relation to an ambulance service
which was abolished some time ago, and there has been
a sequence of subsequent abolitions and creations
involving the various successors of that ambulance
service, the ultimate current successor is to be able to
benefit under that trust. This is appropriate as over the
years some ambulance services have had their status
transformed more than once.

65

the trust may only be applied to the successor
ambulance service for a similar or corresponding
purpose.
Constitution Act 1975 section 85 statement

Clause 8 of the bill proposes to insert a new
section 39A in the Ambulance Services Act 1986
stating that it is the intention of section 42B of the act to
alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975.
Section 42B is proposed to be inserted in the act by
clause 9 of the bill.
I make the following statement under section 85(5) of
the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975 by
proposed new section 42B of the Ambulance Services
Act 1986.
New section 42B contains two savings provisions
relating to the acts or omissions of trustees. Clause 5
inserts a new section 3A in the act relating to
interpretation of trust instruments, and clause 6 inserts a
new section 23A which applies to trusts in relation to
abolished ambulance services.
The act, as amended by this bill, has effect with respect
to orders under section 23 and with respect to trust
instruments in relation to predecessor ambulance
services of a successor ambulance service created by
the order as if all of these amendments were in force
when the order was made. They apply retrospectively
to confer an entitlement or eligibility under a trust
which applied in relation to each former ambulance
service upon each new successor ambulance service
from the date that the relevant order creating the
successor ambulance service took effect.
This is to validate any distributions that have already
been made under a trust on the mistaken basis that a

successor was eligible or entitled, as a result of the
creation of the succeeding ambulance service, to benefit
from a trust because the predecessor ambulance service
was so eligible or entitled.

Additionally, the bill deems the new successor
ambulance service to be the same body as the
ambul~ce service it replaces, for the purposes of any
trust It IS therefore entitled to receive any benefit that
any of its predecessor ambulance services were eligible
to receive, including predecessors which were
subsumed into ambulance services which have been
subsumed into more extensive ambulance services.

New section 42B(l) provides that anything done or
omitted to be done before the commencement date of
the bill by a trustee that would not have been a breach
of trust if this bill was enacted at the time of the act or
omission is not to be regarded as constituting a breach
of trust and the trustee is not liable for breach of trust.

However, to respect the wishes of the person who has
created the trust, the bill also makes it clear that ifhe or
she has specified the particular purposes of the
ambulance service for which the trust is created, then

The reason for this limitation of the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is that it is appropriate to protect
trustees and those who have benefited from trusts,
where the trustee has distrIbuted a benefit on the
mistaken basis that a successor ambulance service was
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eligible or entitled to benefit under a trust that applied
in relation to one of its predecessor ambulance services.
This protection accords with the intention of the bill to
validate such distributions.
New section 42B(2) provides that nothing affected by
this bill is to be regarded as making a trustee liable for a
breach of trust on account of anything done or omitted
to be done before the commencement date of the bill
that would not have constituted a breach of trust had
this bill never been enacted.
The reason for this limitation of the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is that it is appropriate to protect a
trustee and those who have benefited from trusts
administered by the trustee where the trustee has acted
lawfully in the past. There is to be no liability in
relation to any act or omission where liability might
otherwise now arise solely as a result of the
retrospective application ofthe changes to the law
contained in this bill.
For example, if a trustee had correctly considered that
the eligibility of a former ambulance service to benefit
under a particular trust was not conferred upon its
successor ambulance service by the act as it was then in
force, no-one should be able to challenge that decision
as a result of the effects of this bill.
This bill addresses a technical problem that has arisen
in relation to bequests and trusts in respect of
ambulance services. The resolution of difficulties
relating to trusts will enable bequests and donations to
ambulance services to be used in the provision of
ambulance services in the area formerly served by
smaller ambulance services which have been abolished
or which will be abolished in the future.
The bill will also ensure that there is no need for a
trustee to engage in expensive legal proceedings to
determine how the trust may be distributed in those
circumstances where the abolition of a predecessor
ambulance service and the creation of a new ambulance
service would have otherwise created doubt as to the
appropriate course of action.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until next day.
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TAITERSALL CONSULTATIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Bon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) move:

I

That this bill be now read a second time.

Section 6AAA of the Tattersall Consultations Act 1958
imposes a 10-cent ticket levy on the sale of most lottery
products in Victoria Most lottery sales take place
through Tattersalls accredited agents and a ticket is
issued to the player on each such over-the-counter sale.
It is this ticket which attracts the 10-cent levy.
Recently, Tattersalls introduced a new service, which
involves the sale of various lottery products by
telephone. This service, known as Phonelotto, is geared
to persons living in remote areas who do not have ready
access to a Tattersalls accredited representative but who
wish to participate in lotteries. While Tattersalls has
advised that a ticket is produced in such cases, the ticket
is not actually handed over to the player. Tattersalls has
been collecting the lO-cent ticket levy in respect of such
Phone lotto sales, notwithstanding the fact that no ticket
is issued to the player.
The purpose of the amendment is to enable the minister
to authorise Tattersa11s to accept a subscription to a
~onsultatio? by an approved method not involving the
Issue of a tIcket to the subscriber and to provide for a
lO-cent levy on such subscriptions. In the first instance,
this will involve the imposition ofa 10-cent levy,
equivalent to the lO-cent ticket levy that is imposed on
over-the-counter lottery sales, on Phonelotto sales of
lottery products. This will place all classes of lottery
products, however sold, on an equal footing from a
taxation standpoint. While the new Tattersalls
Phonelotto system is still in its infancy and is not yet
generating significant sales, the amendment, over time,
will also protect government revenues.
Tattersalls Phonelotto system has been in operation for
some months now. Tattersalls has been collecting the
lO-cent levy on all Victorian lottery sales since the
Phonelotto service was introduced and has paid the levy
to the government. The legislation validates all past
subscriptions made through the Phonelotto system and
all duty and levies, including the lO-cent levy, paid in
respect of such subscriptions. The government
considers that such validation is justified since it was
always the intention that such sales would attract the
lO-cent ticket levy.

I commend the bill to the house.

TRANSPORT ACCIDENT (FURTHER AMENDMENl) SaL
Wednesday, 14 Aprill999

required to obtain accreditation and to make
other minor finetuning amendments;

Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).
Debate adjourned until next day.

(b) to amend the Transport Act 1983 to repeal the
provisions governing the licensing of passenger
ferries.

TRANSPORT ACCIDENT (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) -
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I

move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this small bill is to provide that the
Transport Accident Commission (TAC) is liable to pay
the reasonable cost of housekeeping, child care,
services of a domestic nature and nursing and
attendance services. The cost of these services is
currently restricted to payment at a maximum rate
equivalent to average weekly earnings for Victoria
The amendment will bring these costs into line with all
other medical and like services for which compensation
is payable by the TAC under section 60 of the act. A
reasonable rate for housekeeping and other services
provided to transport accident claimants will be
determined through competitive tender.
This will improve the operation of the Transport
Accident Act and enable the providers of housekeeping
and other domestic services to obtain a reasonable
market rate for the services they provide.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. M. M. GOULD
(Doutta Galla).

The Public Transport Competition Act introduced
transitional provisions for the introduction of operator
accreditation. The act provided a period of time where
operators with current licences were not required to be
accredited. The first transitional period ends in July
1999.
Regulations needed to underpin the accreditation
regime will not be in place before March 1999 due to
the lengthy procedures associated with the fee-setting,
consultation and regulatory impact statement processes.
Accreditation applications cannot be dealt with until the
regulations are in place and it will not be possible to
translate the many existing licences to accreditation
applications in the few months available. The bill,
therefore, will extend the transitional periods to allow
time for an orderly transition of a large number of
applicants from licensing to an accreditation system.
The bill will also remove a potential duplication of
accreditation requirements. Where persons operate a
courtesy bus or private bus service they are required to
be accredited under the Public Transport Competition
Act However, if their operation is intermittent or small
scale they may not own their own buses, and could hire
a bus from an accredited hire operator. In such a case
hiring from an accredited person should be all that is
required to ensure the bus is safe to operate. Therefore,
the bill will exempt operators of a courtesy bus or
private bus service from the need to become accredited
if they hire all their buses from an accredited hire
operator.

Debate adjourned until next day.

TRANSPORT ACTS (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The main purposes of the bill are:
(a) to amend the Public Transport Competition Act
1995 to extend the length of the transitional
period allowed before bus operators are all

Division 10 of part 6 of the Transport Act 1983
contains provisions enabling the Governor in Council
to proclaim Victorian waters in which a person cannot
operate a passenger ferry without being the holder of a
licence. This regulation is in addition to basic marine
safety requirements for passenger ferry operations,
which are regulated under the Marine Act The
Transport Act provisions have been unused for some
years.
The bill will repeal the provisions governing the
licensing of passenger ferries to remove a legislative
restriction on competition and are a necessary
component of the competition policy legislative review
that is being undertaken by government.
I commend the bill to the house.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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Debate adjourned on motion of Bon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned untn next day.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
20 April.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Bendigo Health Care Group
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I raise
with the Minister for Health some problems associated
with psychiatric services in central Victoria A
confidential report into the Division of Psychiatric
Services of the Bendigo Health Care Group sets out a
number of problems with the service. In particular, I
direct the minister's attention to spending by the
Bendigo Health Care Group of funds earmarked for
suicide prevention.
An amount of$370 000 a year is made available for

suicide prevention programs to cover Bendigo and the
Loddon-Campaspe area The report points out that the
moneys are not being directed to outer areas of need,
such as Swan Hill, Kyneton, Castlemaine and
Maryborough. I ask the minister to ensure that the
funds are properly and equitably allocated to enable
improved services to be developed in the areas I
mentioned.

ALP: membership
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - I raise with
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology, as
minister responsible for industrial relations, the need to
assist businesses in job creation. Victoria has done
extremely well in this area, as honourable members
heard today. I am sure all honourable members accept
the need to ensure that the maximum possible effort is
put into job creation. In that regard, I direct to the
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minister's attention the need to ensure that every
impediment to job creation is removed.
The Australian Labor Party has as a condition of
membership a clause that requires all new members including those who may happen to employ people to commit to an outrageous and discriminatory
membership clause.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - What does this have to do
with government business?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - It has a great deal to do
with the creation of jobs. I shall read to the house the
wording of a clause on the ALP membership
application form which must be signed by every new
member.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - What does this have to do
with government business?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - It has a great deal to do
with job creation. The clause states:
If! employ labour, I will only employ trade union members.

The clause fails to recognise that more than 70 per cent
of the work force is not unionised. The clause targets
non-unionists specifically. It is almost certainly illegal
under the Workplace Relations Act 1996, a federal act.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - So, you are going to start
prosecuting the ALP. Is that what you want to do?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - This is important in
creating jobs.

The house will be familiar with the referral of the
industrial relations powers to the commonwealth in
such areas and its control of some areas of government
activity; nonetheless, this is important. Employers I
have spoken to include representatives of peak bodies
such as the Australian Industry Group. They agree this
discriminatory clause is likely to be illegal.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - They do not have to join.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - They are concerned that
their members may be victimised. Their members may
wish to join a political party. They are concerned
with-Hon. D. A. Nardella - This is stupid.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - No, it is quite important.
The new Labor leadership has claimed to be
unashamedly pro-business. Mr Bracks could well
demonstrate this quickly and swiftly by immediately

ADJOURNMENT
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lifting Labor's anti-jobs and anti-business clause; a
simple administrative step would achieve that.
I ask the minister for his understanding of the clause's
effect on employment in Victoria. Does he believe it
could infringe the Workplace Relations Act, and what
action can be taken to protect employees, more than
70 per cent of the work force, who are victimised by
this anti-business and anti-jobs clause?

Housing: direct rental debit
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Health in conveying a
housing matter to the Minister for Housing in another
place. I received a letter from Leanne Davies, who lives
in Reservoir. She has been renting a property from the
Department of Human Services, and two months ago
she received a phone call and was told she could have
the rent deducted from her bank account. She indicated
that was not necessary as she did not have any difficulty
in paying the rent.
She became concerned when the department took
matters into its own hands, withdrawing rent from her
bank account without her written or verbal permission.
She tried to have the matter rectified, writing a letter of
complaint, and received an apology stating that it would
not happen again. However, it happened a second time
on 25 March, when the department again deducted the
rent from her bank account without her consent. She is
frustrated and angry and feels her rights and privacy
have been violated.
I make plain that my experience of the Preston office of
the Department of Human Services, located at
Reservoir, is that the officers do a fantastic job. I expect
this is some administrative glitch rather than a lack of
competence on the part of any particular officer, but I
ask the minister, in consultation with his colleague in
another place, to investigate the matter to see whether
steps can be taken to ensure such an incident does not
occur again.

Whitehorse: Blackburn Bingo Centre
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I ask the
Minister for Roads and Ports to direct a matter to the
attention of the Minister for Planning and Local
Government in another place, with a view to the
minister examining the circumstances of a planning
application to the City of Whitehorse planning
department and possibly reporting on the matter and
making a determination.
In May 1998 the City of Whitehorse received a
planning application from the proprietor of the
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Blackburn Bingo Centre, Mr Russell Park-Miller. The
business has yet to receive planning approval from the
council. On Monday night I was advised by the council
that it is likely to be another four weeks before the
council will consider the matter. Twelve months is an
outrageous length of time for a council to take in
considering a planning application and reaching a
decision that affects the employment of people, the
viability of the business that has made the application
and a number of other businesses operating in the same
area, not to mention the patrons involved.
Having looked at information the council has supplied
to me following my inquiries, it is my view that the
council has been in a position to determine its attitude
to this development, either pro or against. Obviously, if
the council rules against the applicant, at least
Mr Park-Miller would have appeal rights. The council
could have determined the matter since November last
year at the very latest. It has put the applicant through
extraordinary hurdles, including requiring that separate
traffic reports and so forth be prepared to support the
relocation of the bingo centre, despite the fact that it is
an existing business within a shopping centre and the
proposal is simply to relocate the business within the
shopping centre. The relocation would put the business
in a less intrusive position so far as neighbouring
businesses are concerned and would pose fewer
problems for the centre.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The honourable
member should get to the question.

Hon. B. N. ATKINSON Mr President.

I accept your guidance,

I am suggesting that the cpuncil has had the applicant
meet a number of requirements and has been in a
position to make the decision. I ask the minister to
examine why the decision has not been made. The
business is operating under some duress because it has
not been able to get a decision from the council. On
Monday night a council officer put forward a report on
the issue at a council meeting. Rather than using the
report to prompt a decision, the council used it to
further defer examination of the matter. I ask the
minister to examine the matter. If the council is unable
to make a decision, perhaps the minister could use his
powers and make the decision so the applicant will
have appeal rights available to him.

Police: Altona North and Williamstown stations
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I ask
the Minister for Roads and Ports to direct a matter to
the attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency

ADJOURNMENT
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Services in another place. Recently it was suggested in
the Herald Sun that the Altona North and
Williamstown police stations would lose a total of
1 senior sergeant, 2 sergeants and 15 officers with the
opening of the new Sunshine police complex.
Superintendent Peter Maclevic of Altona North police
station confirmed that staff would be reassigned from
the smaller stations in the area. On 29 March the
Herald Sun reported that the Altona North police
station had lost 2 officers to the new CBD unit, had
5 unfilled vacancies and had 8 staff on secondment.
This appears to indicate a downgrading of police
numbers in Melbourne's west.

but he thought it would be cool to put tobacco in it and
smoke it. The parents of the boy's friend saw what he
was doing and were extremely concerned, partly
because their older child is severely drug addicted. I am
concerned about the sale of these implements to
children under the age of 16 years and the promotion of
a drug culture. Although I do not want to stop people
purchasing implements such as pipes, I ask the minister
to investigate the sale of implements or equipment used
for smoking with the view of banning or prohibiting the
sale of such goods to minors.

Can the minister provide the details of how many new
positions will be based at the Sunshine police complex,
how many positions will be filled through staff
reductions at other local police stations and which
stations will be affected?

Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Health the current
state of the Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre.
Honourable members may have heard Mr Nardella
intetject during question time today that the Austin
medical centre was bankrupt.

Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre

Mildura hospital
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You were listening.
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - I direct a
matter to the attention of the Minister for Health, who is
also the Minister for Aged Care. Last week the Mildura
Rotary Club hosted a well-attended dinner. The guest
speaker was Bruce Ruxton, the state president of the
Victorian Returned Services League. Mr Ruxton was in
fine form that night.

During the time allocated to questions, he was asked for
his opinion ofRamsay Health Care. He was extremely
complimentary ofRamsay Health Care, particularly
regarding its care of returned servicemen and women.
Given that the minister recently signed a contract
between the Victorian government and Ramsay Health
Care to build and operate for public use a new
state-of-the-art hospital in Mildura, can the minister
advise the house of the construction timetable for the
new hospital and the increased services it will offer to
all, including returned servicemen and women?

Under-age smoking
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Health to the sale of tobacco or
drug implements to people under 16 years of age. On
the weekend a 12-year-old boy went to a tobacconist
and purchased a glass smoking implement.
Hon. G. R. Craige - A bong?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - No, not a bongo The
instrument can be used for smoking tobacco, heroin or
cocaine. It is a long, glass implement. The 12-year-old
boy took the implement to a friend's place and put
some tobacco in it. He did not know what it was for,

Hon. BILL FORWOOD- You said that, didn't
you?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Yes.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - It is an example of
some of the misinformation going around the
community - for example, it has been said that
elective surgery at the Austin medical centre has
stopped and that the centre has been deliberately
starved of funds in the lead-up to its privatisation.
These irresponsible comments are causing unnecessary
concern in the community.

The medical centre is a significant part of the
community, and I ask the minister to put on the record
the current state of the Austin medical centre so that
once and for all we can put this nonsense to bed.

PANCH site
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Finance a
further question relating to the PANCH redevelopment.
During the adjournment debate yesterday I said that the
PANCH site, which is in my electorate, had an
important function in providing health facilities to the
people of Preston, Northcote and the surrounding
suburbs. It is with grave concern that the opposition has
learnt that the proposed developer, David William
Deague, is the subject of bankruptcy proceedings. An
article in the Age of 25 May 1995 states:
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The Toorak builder David Williarn Deague has filed under
part X of the Bankruptcy Act and has disclosed sole and joint
debts totalling $52.5 million.
Included among creditors is a company known as Vania Pty
Ltd, which operates out of Hudson Conway's office and
counts Lloyd John WiIliams among its directors.
Deague's statement of affairs stated that Vania was owed
$25 million relating to a personal guarantee given on behalf
of a private company.

The article goes on to say that a joint statement of
affairs filed by David Deague and William Deague
indicated zero assets.
It must be of grave concern to the house that these
people have been given a contract totalling
$200 million by this government. I also put on the
record-The PRESIDENT - Order! I remind the house as
I have previously reminded government members, df
the adjournment debate guidelines, which I have
distributed on a couple of occasions. One of the rules is
that a member may not develop his remarks into a set
speech reflecting on the statutes, requesting the
introduction of legislation or raising matters previously
debated in the same session. I recall earlier today that
Mr Nardella asked a question about the alleged
bankruptcy of the successful tenderer for the PANCH
redevelopment and the Minister for Finance said that he
would investigate the issue and get back to him. I invite
Mr Theophanous to ensure that the issue he raises is
sufficiently different from the question asked earlier by
MrNardella

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I was providing
additional detail to the minister. I ask the minister to
address the capacity of this individual to undertake the
task for which he is being contracted.
I quote from a further article in the Age of
16 September 1995:
A Toorak property developer, Mr David Deague, demolished
a wing of the 3 I-room property, uprooted trees, and
excavated tracks of the 9 I-metre cliff frontage on Monday,
allegedly without any pennits or permission.

The article refers to a property in POrtsea It also states:
The action has sparked angry reactions from conservation
groups and local authorities, who have sought injunctions and
orders against the developers ... the Momington Peninsula
shire will seek an order in the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal preventing any further works and seeking restoration
of the damage already done.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You should listen
to this. The article also refers to the Minister for
Planning and Local Government, Mr Maclellan:
Mr Maclellan, who described the unauthorised works at the
historic property as absolutely appalling, said he would wait
for advice from the Mornington Peninsula shire before taking
action.

'If the shire advises me that they find (the current penalties)
quite unsatisfactory ... then maybe we will have to change
the law to treat it in a more serious way,' he said

As concerns have been raised by the Minister for
Planning and Local Government about the capacity of
this individual to undertake major constructions, how
can the minister seriously argue that this person has the
capacity and the financial resources to undertake such
an important development? Will the minister urgently
review the sale and put the site back up for tender?

Latrobe Community Health Services
Bon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Finance the potential sale
of the government building located at 81-83 Buckley
Street, Morwell. I understand the building has now
been identified as surplus to government requirements,
given that it has recently been vacated by a number of
government departments. About six persons from the
office of corrections still operate from the building, but
they will soon be relocated to another office, which
means the building will soon become vacant.
I understand that is why it has been identified as surplus
to government requirements. Another organisation in
my electorate is interested in using the building on a
short-term basis. Latrobe Community Health Services
hopes to relocate the existing facilities at 251 Princes
Drive, Morwell. It seeks the opportunity to lease the
building at 81-83 Buckley Street, Morwell, for
approximately two years until new premises are
redeveloped.
Will the Minister for Finance investigate the possibility
of having the property withdrawn from sale while
negotiations for a short-term lease of the facility take
place with the health service? Given that buildings of
this size in Morwell have not moved very quickly on
the real estate market in recent times, the building does
not hold great prospects for immediate sale. If the
minister were prepared to delay the immediate sale of
the building it could be a win all round by providing
short-term accommodation for Latrobe Community
Health Services.

ADJOURNMENT
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Police: Brimbank
Hon. T. E. EREN (Doutta Galla) - I ask the
Minister for Roads and Ports to refer the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in another place to the
fact that the population in the district of Brimbank in
the Shire of Melton does not equate with the number of
police available. Extra police are needed to cope with
the increase in population. Is the minister undertaking a
study or reporting to the house on the fact that the lack
of police in that region is causing more drug problems
in the community?

Responses
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - The Honourable David
Davis raised with me the rights of individuals vis-a-vis
membership requirements for joining the Australian
Labor Party. It is alarming that in 1999 any organisation
should have such prescriptive requirements of its
members. I thought the days of the no-ticket, no-start
and no-un ion-membership, no-rights approach had
gone from membership applications for the ALP.
However, clearly the ALP, which is controlled and
operated by the union movement, has found it
necessary to include an extraordinary clause.
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Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - That is a different
opinion. It is not whether you are; it is whether you
have stopped an individual who wants to work for you
from being able to get a job on the discriminatory basis
that you do not believe certain classes of people are
worth employing.
An Honourable Member - Merit

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - No, merit is a different
thing altogether. It is equivalent to saying you do not
like people because oftheir colour, race, religion or
gender. You are saying, 'I will treat you as a whole
class of people who are worthy of discrimination'. I
should have thought that was intellectually impossible
for the ALP to defend I welcome the fact that the
Honourable David Davis has drawn my attention to it.
If it were enforced it would be grossly improper and
against the interests of ordinary employees.
I might say there is a safety valve on this. I expect very
few members of the ALP are employers and therefore
the likelihood of members of the ALP having to
employ anyone is so slim that they would not have
encountered the problem. But for those who are, it
would be an illegal and immoral act.

If I employ labour, I will only employ trade union members.

In conclusion, my eye is also drawn to another
extraordinary requirement of membership. One would
have thought it was implicitly something one would do
by the very nature of joining a political party. It should
be the last thing to be in doubt. I refer to the
requirement that when one joins the Labor Party one
has to pledge that one will vote for selected Labor
candidates.

To honour that commitment would be to breach
fundamental rights and liberties which are upheld by
law and which are also upheld by many United Nations
countries. Those rights are frequently quoted by
members of the ALP - namely, one should not be
discriminated against because one either is or is not a
union member.

What an extraordinary requirement! Is it not axiomatic,
implicit and something that comes from the heart? Why
would one join a political party if one did not vote for
its candidates? I should have thought that if one did not
want to commit oneself to that political party the way
out would be to resign from it. However, I shall reflect
upon how that requirement could be enforced

I am indebted to Mr Davis for passing me a copy of a
membership application for the ALP Central Branch. I
would not want to apply because I could not fulfil the
commitments. Further, there is the following
requirement:

The ALP is explicitly forcing its members to
discriminate in the way they employ labour. I regard
that as outrageous, and I am sure ordinary citizens
would find it offensive. The most important test would
be whether ALP members are prepared to say they
honour the commitment in their employment practices.
We should get that on the record because if ALP
members have said to individual job applicants, 'I will
not employ you unless you join a union', they are
breaking the law.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - They agreed to be unionists
before they came to work for us.

An honourable member inteIjected

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - You would have to vote
in pairs! Thank you, Stalin, for the suggestion. That is
the only way it could ever work. I am alarmed by what
Mr Davis has drawn to my attention. I commend him
on uncovering it Not many on this side of the house
have sought ALP central branch membership forms.
In all seriousness I look forward to people analysing
this membership form and reflecting on what it means
about the tolerance of the labor Party towards its
members and about its support for anti~scriminatory
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measures when it shows implicit discrimination against
people because of class and the type of individuals they
are. It shows the ALP to be absolutely half-hearted
when it comes to having equality of opportunity.
Bon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mrs Hogg raised concern about a suggestion that the
Bendigo Health Care Group was using funds the

government had provided to extend suicide prevention
in a very narrow geographic area to areas further away
from Bendigo such as Swan Hill. I will certainly take
up that matter. It is not the government's intention that
the funds should be applied narrowly; it tries to get the
most comprehensive coverage. I should point out that
difficulties arise in getting sufficient psychiatry
professionals in particular into some of those areas. It is
sometimes difficult to provide on-the-ground service
even though we are seeking to significantly extend the
use of tele-psychiatry as a way of bringing in those
services. I will certainly take up the matter and write to
her.
Mr Power raised with me a matter for referral to the
Minister for Housing in the other place regarding a
constituent of his whose account was debited twice for
the payment of rent to the ministry, despite having not
provided the bank with an authority to do so. I will
certainly take up that matter. If she has not provided her
bank with an authority she has a very real case against
her bank.. It would certainly not be the intention of the
ministry to illegally debit accounts without the right
authority. I have no doubt my colleague will investigate
the matter.
Mr Bishop raised with me the completion of the
contract for a new hospital at Mildura. I am pleased the
government has now signed a contract with Ramsay
Health Care, a very good Australian company.
Mr Bishop drew attention to comments ofBruce
Ruxton in Mildura last week. It is true that the RSL
community in Victoria believes its colleagues in
Queensland and Western Australia have access to better
veteran care because the repatriation hospitals in those
states were privatised by the previous Labor
government. The successful company was Ramsay
Health Care, which has operated the repatriation
hospitals in those states for a number of years.

It is rather ironic that one of the key advisers to the then
federal Labor health minister, Brian Howe, was
Miss Jenny Macklin, the current federal member for
Jika Jika, who was part of the campaign against the
redevelopment by the private sector of the Austin
repatriation hospital in her own electorate. When she
was the key adviser to Brian Howe she was very
comfortable about privatising the two repatriation
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hospitals in Queensland and Western Australia It must
be something of a disappointment to those Labor
members who ran such a strong campaign against
similar projects that they have proved so
overwhelmingly successful and popular with the
veteran communities they are now serving.
The government anticipates exactly the same response
in Victoria - certainly in Mildura and the Sunraysia
area - when Ramsay Health Care commissions the
new hospital in Mildura The contracts have been
executed and construction will start on 1 June this year.
It is anticipated the new hospital will be commissioned
in September or October next year, and we will have a
first-class facility there.
I acknowledge the help Mr Bishop and his colleague
Mr Best have provided. They have acted as a vehicle
for the legitimate local concerns that were raised on this
issue to be addressed. We will end up with a contract
that will ensure a state-of-the-art facility that will
provide enhanced health services in that part of the state
in the not-too-distant future. Given its record to date, I
have every confidence that Ramsay Health Care will do
a first-class job.
Mr Nardella raised with me the ability ofa l2-year-old
to buy smoking equipment, as I understand it, and
queried whether that is illegal and whether there is any
recourse. I have to take that matter on notice. I know it
is illegal for retailers to sell tobacco to under-age
persons and that that attracts a penalty. However, I am
not sure about smoking equipment, so I will make
inquiries. I am sure all honourable members would be
very concerned if it is possible for minors to buy
equipment for smoking.
Mr Forwood raised with me the immediate plans and
operation of the Austin and Repatriation Medical
Centre. This is an issue about which local Labor
members, Craig Langdon and Sherryl Garbutt in the
other place, have been spreading misinformation.
Bon. D. A. NardeUa - They are spreading this
memo.
Bon. R. I. KNOWLES - Yes, they have a memo
or a pamphlet they have put together which is factually
wrong and which ignores the great work of the Austin
Medical and Repatriation Centre. This year the centre
will treat a significantly increased number of
patients - over 3000 more patients than last year. It is
anticipated that this year the hospital will have a
$1.7 million swplus on its financial statement. That is
the flfSt time in about a decade that the Austin has come
in on budget. No decision has been made to run down
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the Austin; there is a commitment on the part of the
board and management of the Austin and Repatriation
Medical Centre to ensure that it operates within
benchmarks in comparable hospitals. It is a requirement
for sound management - nothing more and nothing
less - but something with which the Labor Party is not
familiar.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I make the point to
Miss Gould that that also is inaccurate. On that basis
and given the need for the response to be precise,
particularly because of the nature of the accusation, it is
appropriate that I take the issue on notice and report
back in full.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - What, a 4 per cent budget
reduction?

me the future of the property at 81-83 Buckley Street,
Morwell, and asked whether it would be possible for
Latrobe Community Health Services to gain access to
that property while its current accommodation is being
upgraded.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I do not know how
Mr Nardella has reached the conclusion of a 4 per cent
budget reduction. The budget has not been brought
down and will not be brought down until 4 May. When
the budget is brought down my department will be able
to provide advice to hospitals as to next year's budget
conditions and the position for the ensuing 12 months.
This year the government provided an additional
$28 million to the Austin and Repatriation Medical
Centre - an increase, not a cut. I am confident that
funding for health will be increased in the coming
budget. The extent of that will not be known until
4 May, and when it is known the government will
advise hospitals of their budgets for the next fmancial
year.

Mr Deputy President, in another guise you raised with

By way of background, that particular property is one
which was determined to be in excess of government
requirements in a broad-ranging campaign that looked
at accommodation across the entire Victorian
community. The government started from the premise
that it needed to upgrade the accommodation across
Victoria, given that the maintenance of many properties
had been sadly neglected by its predecessors. I am
proud to say - Hon. D. A. Nardella - The Bolte and Hamer
governments.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mainly Labor.

I can assure Mr Forwood and his constituents that the
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre is one of this
state's leading hospitals and the government is
committed to ensuring it remains so until the new
hospital is commissioned. The commissioning of the
new hospital will guarantee that status into the next
century.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)Mr Theophanous raised with me the sale of the
decommissioned hospitaL PANCH. Although he
sought to differentiate his question from that raised by
Mr Nardella during question time, I submit that in
essence it was exactly the same question, which I
agreed to take on notice and to respond to Mr Nardella,
and I will do that. While both honourable members
used the name of an individual, I remind the chamber
that the successful purchaser in this case is the Asian
Pacific Building Corporation, but beyond that - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What is his position?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You are the one asking
the question and throwing mud. I thought you would
have known!
Hon. M. M. Gould inteIjected.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - We will not talk about the
other 27 years.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The Chair
is interested in this answer.
Hon. R. M. BALLAM - There was very little
maintenance over the course of the Labor government.
In fact, many of the properties were in very sad
conditions. That has been addressed by the government.
I am very proud of the way those properties have been
upgraded and government agencies have been
centralised. This was one property that did not fall
within the require-to-occupy category. Given the
required investment to bring it up to an acceptable
standard, it was resolved that it should be offered for
sale.
Putting that to one side, Mr Deputy President; given
that you have suggested that it would be a good
outcome for the local community if the sale of the
property were at least deferred so that the alternative of
a short-term lease could be considered, I am happy to
give a commitment that that will be precisely what is
done. I look forward to successful negotiations in that
context.
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Atkinson raised for the attention of the
Minister for Planning and Local Government in another
place a planning application in the City of Whitehorse. I
will refer the issue to the minister and he will respond
to the honourable member.
Mr Nguyen raised for the attention of the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in the other place the
future manning arrangements at the Williamstown and
Altona North stations. I will pass that on to him.

Mr Eren also raised a police manning matter for the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, and I will
refer that to him.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 4.23 p.m. until Tuesday, 20 April.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporatedfrom the notice paper ofthe Legislative Council
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalfofthe appropriate ministers.
The portfolio ofthe minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 13 April 1999
Youth and Community Services: intellectually disabled persons respite houses
1460. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable
Minister for Youth and Community Services):
(a) In relation to each metropolitan region, what is - (i) the total population; (ii) the intellectually disabled
persons population; and (iii) the number and name of each Department of Human Services Adult
Facility Based Respite House for intellectually disabled persons.

(b) In relation to each Department of Human Services Adult Facility Based Respite House, what is - (i)
the number of permanent 'normal' and 'emergency' night beds; (ii) the total number of 'normal' bed
nights available per year; (iii) the yearly average percentage usage rate for 'normal' beds; (iv) the
number oflong term stays greater than three consecutive weeks and the total length of stay; (v) the
number of clients on each register; (vi) the availability of access to clients other than those who are
registered; and (vii) the requirements to become a registered client.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
(a)

Region

Number of Houses & Suburb

Western Metro. Region
Northern Metro. Region

Total
Population
550,558
724,865

2

Eastern Metro. Region

933,593

2

Southern Metro. Region

1,032,403

3

1

Altona
West Brunswick
BundoOI"a
Heathmont
Doncaster East
Dingley
Frankston

Pakenbam
(all 3 used 50/50 adults &
children)

An estimated one per cent of Victorians have an intellectual disability. Most of these have a mild intellectual
disability and do not require services.
(b)
Adult Facility Based
Respite House

Number of Beds
'normal'

Altona

5

'emergency'
1

%

Bed
Nights

Usage

1,825

90%

Long Term Stays
No.
3

total length of stay
22 nights,
31 nights,
& 80 nights.
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Adult Facility Based
Respite House

Number of Beds

Long Term Stays

0/0

Bed
Nights

Usage
No.
11

'normal'
5

'emergency'
1

1825

85.5%

Bundoora

5

1

1825

80%

7

Heathmont

5

1

2190

87%

7

Doncaster East

7

1

2920

87%

20

Dingley
Frankston
Pakenham

6
6
5

1*
1*
1*

2190

90%
90%
90%

1
0
0

West Brunswick

2190
770

total length of stay
3 at 26 nights,
4 at 30 nights,
37 nights,
38 nights,
56 nights
& 92 nights.
30 nights,
33 nights
38 nights,
84 nights,
2 at 90 nights
& 92 nights.
2 at 24 nights,
28 nights,
30 nights &
3 at 31 nights
22 nights,
23 nights,
24 nights,
2 at 25 nights,
26 nights,
27 nights,
2 at 28 nights,
2 at 29 nights,
4 at 30 nights
& 5 at 31 nights.
48 nights

* used as 'contract bed' and normally booked for planned respite; if an emergency arises, the bed is made available
for that emergency.
(v) There is no register for clients wishing to use Department of Human Services Facility Based Respite Houses.
(vi) Houses are available for use by any client eligible for service under either the Disability Services Act 1991 or
the Intellectually Disabled Persons' Services Act 1986.
(vii)To gain access to Department of Human Services Facility Based Respite Houses clients do not need to register,
but must be eligible under the relevant legislation.

Treasurer: State Trustees
1461. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the $859,459,000 in client assets managed by State Trustees Ltd. of which
$558,492,000 was held at 30 June 1992 as cash in common funds and $25,579,000 was held as investments
in Premium funds, what is the value of clients' real estate, personal and other assets investments and savings
re-invested by State Trustees on behalf of clients from the Guardianship and Administration Board in each of
the financial years from 1990-91 to 1996-97.
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A.."'JSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
The time and resources required to answer this question are too extensive and could not be justified.

Corrections: ministerial expenses
1463. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, what expenses were
incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card
expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic
travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car
hire: and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am infonned that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable member's question is:

In relation to the 1997-98 fmancial year, the expenses incurred by the Minister or the Minister's office are listed

below:

s
General Office Expenses (includes motor vehicle
expenses, FBT and other items listed below)
Car Hire
Accommodation expenses (travel related)
Travel Allowance and incidental expenses
Entertainment and alcohol
Domestic Travel (air fores only)
International Travel (air fares only)
Charter Travel (air fores only)

Credit Card (some of the expenditure above is
included in this amount)
Salaries and salary related expenditure (includes
Payroll Tax. Superannuation, Workcover and other
employment benefits)

126,174.26
304.96

3,862.56
4,231.61
6,191.91
10,185.77
14,179.10

17,968.88
8,519.89

255,574.63

Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
1464. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the 1997 -98 financial year, what
expenses were incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i)
credit card expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v)
domestic travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation
expenses; (x) car hire; and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:
In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, the expenses incurred by the Minister or the Minister's office are listed
below:
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$

General Office Expenses (includes motor vehicle
expenses, FBT and other items listed below)
Car Hire
Accommodation expenses (travel related)
Travel Allowance and incidental expenses
Entertainment and alcohol
Domestic Travel (air fares only)
International Travel (air fares only)
Charter Travel (air fores only)
Credit Card (some of the expenditure above is
included in this amount)

Salaries and salary related expenditure (includes
Payroll Tax, Superannuation, Workcover and other
employment benefits)

126,174.26
304.96
3,862.56
4,231.61
6,191.91
10,185.77
14,179.10
17,968.88
8,519.89

255,574.63

Conservation and Land Management: ministerial expenses
1467. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the 1997 -98
financial year, what expenses were incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts
expended on - (i) credit card expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and
incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix)
accommodation expenses; (x) car hire; and (xi) general office expenses.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the answer is:
ITEM DESCRIPTION
(i)
Credit card expenditure
[Includes expenditure also accounted/or in item (iv))
(ii)
Alcohol
(iii)
Entertainment
(iv)
Travel allowance and incidental expenses
[Incidental expenses and accommodation expenses are combined in one accounting code}
(v)
Domestic travel
(vi)
International travel
(vii) Charter travel
(viii) Office salaries
(ix)
Accommodation expenses [see (iv) above}
(x)
Car hire
General office expenses
(xi)

1997/98

$3,578.15
Nil
Nil
S7,578.30
$12,148.00
Nil
$9,728.00
$314,655.36
$4,731.69
$70,073.00

Women's Affairs: ministerial expenses
1468. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, what expenses were incurred by
the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card expenditure; (ii)
alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi)
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international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car hire; and
(xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:

In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, the expenses incurred by the Minister or the Minister's office are listed
below:
$

General Office Expenses (includes motor vehicle
expenses, FBT and other items listed below)
Alcohol
Entertainment
Travel Allowance and incidental expenses
Domestic Travel (air fares only)
International Travel (air fares only)
Charter Travel (air fares only)
Accommodation expenses (travel related)
Car Hire
Credit Card (all of this expenditure is incorporated
in various items above)

128,392.28
1,082.10
3,254.90
5,504.95
14,781.63
16,988.82
910.95
24,228.09

Nil
21,381.36

321,320.17

Salaries

Fair Trading: ministerial expenses
1469. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, what expenses were incurred by the
Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card expenditure; (ii)
alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi)
international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; ex) car hire; and
(xi) general office expenses.

MSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:

In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, the expenses incurred by the Minister or the Minister's office are listed
below:
$

General Office Expenses (includes motor vehicle
expenses, FBT and other items listed below)
Alcohol
Entertainment
Travel Allowance and incidental expenses
Domestic Travel (air fares only)
International Travel (air fares only)
Charter Travel (air fares only)
Accommodation expenses (travel related)
Car Hire

128,392.28
1,082.10
3,254.90
5,504.95
14,781.63
16,988.82
910.95
24,228.09

Nil
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in various items above)
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21,381.36

321,320.17

Salaries

Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
1470. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, what expenses were incurred by the
Attorney-General or the Attorney-General's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card
expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic
travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car
hire; and (xi) general office expenses.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:

In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, the expenses incurred by the Minister or the Minister's office are listed
below:
$

General Office Expenses (includes motor vehicle
expenses, FBT and other items listed below)
Alcohol
Entertainment
Travel Allowance and incidental expenses
Domestic Travel (air fares only)
International Travel (air fares only)
Charter Travel (air fares only)
Accommodation expenses (travel related)
Car Hire

Credit Card (all of this expenditure is incorporated
in various items above)
Salaries

128,392.28
1,082.10
3,254.90
5,504.95

14,781.63
16,988.82
910.95
24,228.09
Nil

21,381.36

321,320.17

Conservation and Land Management: advertising
1482. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to each Department
and agency within the Minister'S portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in
the year 1997-98, indicating the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii)
value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the
contract or consultancy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member are contained in the
annual reports of the Department and agencies within the Minister for Conservation and Land Management's
portfolio.
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Fblance:oflficeacconunodation
1487. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: Will he provide a full list
of all State Government leased and owned office accommodation for the year 1997 -98, indicating the - (i)
location of each office; (ii) lease expiry date for each office; and (iii) function of each office.
ANSWER:

The State Government leases or owns substantial office accommodation. The time and resources required to
provide a response to this question cannot be justified.

Treasurer: Rural Finance Corporation advertising
1492. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Rural Finance Corporation, what are the details of all advertising contracts or
consultancies for the 1997-98 financial year, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to
perform the advertising work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy
or contract; (iv) the duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The details of consultancies in excess of$I00,OOO are published in the Corporation's annual report

Treasurer: Transport Accident Commission advertising
1493. THE "0:\. ~1. M. GOL~D - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Transport Accident Commission, what are the details of all advertising
contracts or consultancies for the 1997-98 financial year, indicating - (i) the name of the company
contracted to perform the advertising work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the
consultancy or contract; (iv) duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The details of consultancies in excess of$100,000 are published in the Transport Accident Commission's annual
report.

Treasurer: Melbourne Port Corporation advertising
1494. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Melbourne Port Authority, what are the details of all advertising contracts or
consultancies for the 1997-98 financial year, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to
perform the advertising work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy
or contract; (iv) the duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that:
The details of consultancies in excess of $ 100,000 are published in the Melbourne Port Authority's annual report.
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Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority salaries and expenses
1495. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the Victorian
Workcover Authority for the 1997-98 financial years, what did the Authority spend on - (i) executive
salaries; (ii) travel; (iii) consultancies; (iv) administration salaries; and (v) its internal media or public
relations unit.
Al'JSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of the operations of the Victorian Workcover Authority are contained in the annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Sunraysia Rural Water Authority salaries and consultancies
1505. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Sunraysia Rural Water Authority (i) what are the names of current Authority members; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1997-98 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of Authority members and consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
are contained in Sunraysia Rural Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Western Region Water Authority salaries and consultancies
1506. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Western Water - (i) what are the
names of the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what
consultants were engaged during 1997-98 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was
the value of each conSUltancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of Authority members and consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
are contained in Western Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Westemport Region Water Authority salaries and consultancies
1507. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Westernport Regional Water
Authority - (i) what are the names of current Authority members; (ii) what is each member's current level
of remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1997-98 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
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Details of Authority members and consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
are contained in Westemport Regional Water Authority's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Wimmera-MalIee Rural Water Authority salaries and consultancies
1508. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Wimmera-Mallee Water - (i) what
are the names of the current members; (ii) what is each member's current level of remuneration; (iii) what
consultants were engaged during 1997-98 and what was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was
the value of each consultancy.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of AuthOrity members and consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
are contained in Wimmera-Mallee Water's annual report.

Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority salaries and consultancies
1509. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Barwon Regional Water Authority(i) what are the names of current Authority members; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1997 -98 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
A..~SWER:

I am informed that:
Details of Authority members and consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
are contained in Barwon Regional Water Authority's annual report.

Treasurer: Gas and Fuel Corporation consultancies
1512. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Gas and Fuel Corporation - (i) how many consultants were employed in
1997-98; (ii) what was the value of these consultancies; and (iii) what are the names of these consultants.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
As Gascor is the successor body to the Gas and Fuel Corporation, I refer the Honourable Member to Gascor's
annual report.

Conservation and Land Management: advertising
1518. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In respect of each Department,
agency and authority within her administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the
1997-98 financial year, indicating the - (i) purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) total
advertising budget in her ministerial portfolio for that year.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information about the total advertising budget within the Conservation and Land Management portfolio is not able
to be provided because not all agencies and authorities have a specific allocation for advertising which is distinct
from their other operations.
Details which are readily available of the cost and purpose of advertising campaigns for the 1997 -98 financial year
undertaken by the Department and agencies and authorities within the portfolio are listed below. The time and
resources required to provide further information cannot be justified.
Department!Agency/Authority

Purpose

Department of Natural Resources &
Environment

• Weeds Awareness spring campaign
• Weeds Management autumn campaign
• Rabbitbuster - print campaign on rabbits as pests and
the damage they cause
• Land Channel print campaign
• Promotion of the alpine areas in the summer and
Victorian skiing in the winter
Promotion of the Lake Mountain Resort
Marine, Coastal and Estuarine Investigation
• Notice of Investigation of Marine, Coastal and
Estuarine Areas
• Notice of consultation meetings at Port Campbell,
Queenscliff and Point Nepean
• Notice of publication of the Marine, Coastal and
Estuarine Investigation Interim Report
Box Ironbark Forests and Woodland Investigation
• Notice of investigation of Box Ironbark Forests and
Woodland
• Notice of publication of the Resources and Issues
Report
• Litter Campaign 'If They Fling It, Ring It' regarding
the problems of litter and the fines for offending
• 'Future Harvest' Museum of Victoria initiative
including EPA promotion of cleaner production
programs
• 'Beachwatch' annual program regarding water and
beach quality around Port Phillip Bay beaches and
catchment management issues
• 'Ride to Work Day' regarding air quality and
promoting use of alternatives to cars
• Autumn Air Campaign
• 'AirCare' joint campaign with RACV about how
regular car maintenance and tuning can improve air
quality
• Herald-Sun advertisement about environmental
programs in Wilsons Promontory National Park and to
promote its Park's centenary celebrations
• Victoria's Open Weekend campaign to encourage
visitors to Parks Victoria's display
• Personal watercraft campaign about new personal
watercraft zones

Alpine Resorts Commission

Environment Conservation Council

Environment Protection Authority

Parks Victoria

•

Cost

$40,000.00
$28,000.00
$12,770.00
$25,000.00
$500,000.00
$20,000.00

$5,586.38
$642.38
$3,164.18

$4,566.01
$1,220.16
S84,087.00

$1,882.00

$30,555.00
$5,000.00
$103,785.00

$100,000.00

$15,000.00
$5,500.00
$4,000.00
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Purpose

•

Mt Buffalo National Park centenary event print and
radio campaign
Victoria's
National Parks television campaign
•
Summer Holiday Activities in Victorian Parks radio
campaign
• Victoria's National Parks Information Line and website
print campaign
• Victoria's National Parks cinema campaign
• Website campaign
Tourism
• Royal Botanic Gardens' promotion to interstate,
intrastate and overseas visitors
Events and Activities including:
• Information about special events to hotels and
information centres (monthly), and
Information
to regular visitors about education
•
programs, CAE programs and new guided walks
(quarterly)
Advertising directed at promoting:
Melbourne Zoo
• Hea1esville Sanctuary
• Victoria's Open Range Zoo at Werribee

•

Royal Botanic Gardens

Zoological Parks & Gardens Board
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•

Cost
$10,000.00
$324,200.00
$11,750.00
$291,670.00
$86,370.00
$8,880.00

$27,780.00

$14,000.00
$194,322.00
$86,170.00
$54,293.00

Roads and Ports: public relations
1520. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports: What was the
total number and cost of staff in his Department working in a public relations capacity, indicating - (i) the
total operating budget; and (ii) the total promotional budget.
ANSWER:
Department of Infrastructure
The Department of Infrastructure has a Corporate Public Affairs Unit which provides a service across the three
portfolios assigned to the Department and services all Departmental communication requirements. The costs of this
service are not apportioned separately to portfolios. For the 1997-98 financial year there were 15 Departmental staff
employed at a cost of$695,771. The total operating budget for the same period was $1,489,374.

Vicroads
(i) The total operating budget for Vicroads Corporate and Public Relations unit was $967,000, which includes
$543,500 salary costs for eight (8) staff members and,
(ii) Vicroads' Corporate and Public Relations total promotional budget was $115,000.

Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries and consultancies
1522. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Central Highlands Region Water
Authority- (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during the 1996-97 and 1997-98 financial years and what
was the purpose of each consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of Authority members and consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
are contained in Central Highlands Region Water Authority's annual reports.

Finance: superannuation consultancies
1544. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What is the total value of

fees paid in the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years to either Arthur Anderson and Anderson Consulting,
Coopers and Lybrand, Price Waterhouse, KPMG or Deloittes, Haskins and Sells for work undertaken with
the Victorian Workcover Authority, Local Authorities Superannuation Fund and the State Superannuation
Fund.
ANSWER:

Response to this question is contained in the Legislative Council question no.738, Hansard reference page 1293 of
19 May 1998.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 439, 19 May 1998, page 1293}

Treasurer: payroll tax liability
1545. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): Will the Treasurer provide a breakdown of the number of firms that incurred a payroll tax

liability for the 1997-98 financial year.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
The total number of employers who were liable for payroll tax as at 30/6/98 was 16,517.

Agriculture and Resources: advertising
1550. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each Department, agency and

authority within his administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and
1996-97 financial years, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total
advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for those financial years.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of advertising campaigns for the 1995-96 and 1996-97 financial years along the lines requested by the
Honourable Member were supplied in response to Question on Notice numbered 770 on 6 October 1998, a copy of
which is attached.
[HansardRe/erence: Legislative Council, Vol. 440, 6 October 1998, page 259]
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Police and Emergency Services: annual reports
1555. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of each Department, agency and
authority within his administration, what was the total cost of annual reports for the 1995-96 and 1996-97
financial years.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Council Question No. 778 and 779, a copy of which is attached,
tabled on 6 October 1998. Question 1555 is the same question and covers the same period of time.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol.440, 6 October 1998, pages 262 and 263]

Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
1575. THE HO:S. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What are the details of expenses of the office
of the Minister from 1 July 1997 to 30 June 1998.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:

I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Council Question No. 1463 and 1464, a copy of which is attached
Those questions are similar to these and cover the same period of time.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 442, 13 April 1999, page 79]

Corrections: ministerial expenses
1576. TH£ HOI\". M. M. GOULD- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): What are the details of expenses of the office of the Minister from
1 July 1997 to 30 June 1998.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to the Legislative Council Question No. 1463 and 1464, a copy of which is attached.
Those questions are similar to these and cover the same period of time.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 442, 13 April 1999, page 79]

Arts: publications
1578. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of the publications Victoria the State for the Arts 21
and Arts 21 News, what are the details of all issues produced for 1997-98, indicating- (i) how many issues
were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the
numbers printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were
called.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There is no Arts 21 News.
The details in relation to State for the Arts publication are as follows:
80,000 copies were produced in May 1998 at a cost of$172,000. The printer was Canberra Press.

Education: Board of Studies newsletters
1581. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of the Board of Studies Newsletters, what are the details of all issues
produced for 1997-98, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii)
details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the numbers printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi)
by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
~~SWER:

I am informed as follows:

VCE BULLETIN
Name of printer
Board of Studies

Printing cost
$2,624

Distribution cost
$1,180

1998

Board of Studies
Board of Studies
Ultimate Printing
Board of Studies
Board of Studies
Board of Studies
Metro Printing

$2,290
$3,014
$5,340
$2,390
$2,050
$2,325
$4,825

$1,180
$1,450
$1,180
$1,180
$1,400
$4,408
$4,761

February
March
April
May
June

Work & Turner
Metro Printing
Metro Printing
Metro Printing

$5,950
$3,540
$2,920
$3,430

$2,150
$1,206
$1,749
$1,130

Month

1997
July
August
September
October
October
November
December

(iii) Distribution of the VCE Bulletin was primarily to VCE providers and VCE Bulletin subscribers.
(iv) In each case 8,000 copies were printed and distributed
(vii) All printing jobs (except where printed by the Board) were awarded following a quotation process. Printing
costs vary depending on the number of pages in each publication.

P-10PROGRESS
Issue
1998
March
May

Name of printer
Lithocraft Graphics

Printing cost
$2,558

Distribution cost
$860

Get Real Advertising & Production

$7,090

$890

(iii) Distribution of the P-1 0 Progress was primarily to primary and secondary schools and other appropriate
members of the educational community.
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(iv) In each case 15,000 copies were printed and distributed.
(vii) All printing jobs were awarded following a quotation process. Printing costs vary depending on the number of
pages in each publication.

Conservation and Land Management: Natural Resources and Environment staff
1655. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the number of
people employed in Conservation and Land Management by the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i)
how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by
administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how
many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non -region specific or statewide
role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non -region
specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Details of staffing levels in the Department of Natural Resources and Environment and related statutory bodies, are
contained in the annual reports of the Department and agencies within the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management's portfolio.

Premier: postcard production and distribution costs
1659. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What was the total production and distribution costs for the postcard

Information Victoria: Networked Information Services- Bringing Victorian Government Online.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Print and production costs were approximately $800 plus $200 for insertion into the Information Victoria Update
Newsletter issue no. 34.

Premier: Victoria: on the Move
1661. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of all issues of Victoria: On the Move, indicating(i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers
and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether
tenders were called.

A~SWER:

I am informed that:
There has been six issues in total for this publication - June 1995, July 1995, December 1995, January 1997,
December 1997 and March 1998.
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16,000 copies of the March 1998 issue were produced at a cost of$6,207. 30,000 copies of the December 1997
issue were produced at a cost of$9,881. The printer was McLaren Press.
For further details the Honourable Member is referred to responses to previous questions 943 and 1271, a copy of
which are attached. Time and resources required to provide further details is not justified.
[Hansard Reforence: Legislative Council, Vol. 440, 6 October J998,page 280}

Premier: YHA Report
1666. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of all issues of VHA Report, indicating - (i) how
many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and
cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether
tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

This publication is not produced within my portfolios.

Conservation and Land Management: Ecovoice
1672. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What are the details of all issues
ofEcoRecycle Victoria's Ecovoice, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the dates of each
issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of
production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

In 1997/98 three issues of &ovoice were produced at a total cost of $26,000. The printer was Communication
Edge.

Treasurer: Benchmark
1683. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): What are the details of the Department of Treasury and Finance's BenchMark publication,
indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer;
and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
I am advised that during 1997/98 24,000 copies of BenchMark were published at a total cost of $26,231. The
printer was Kosdown Printing.
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Treasurer: Driving for a Competitive Economy Open Day
1684. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): \\That are the details of the Department ofTreaswy and Finance's Drivingfor a Competitive
Economy Open Day, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number
printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer, and (v) whether tenders were called.
A.1\lSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
I am advised that 5,000 copies were printed at a total cost of $1,420. The printer was Printgraphics.

Treasurer: open day at Hotel Sofitel
1685. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): \\That are the details of the Department of Treasury and Finance's Open Day that occurred on 19
June 1998 at the Hotel Sofitel, indicating - (i) the number of people that attended; (ii) the amount expended
on conference centre hire; (iii) the amount expended on food; (iv) the amount expended on alcohol; (v) any
additional expenses; and (vi) the total cost of the day.
A.J't.lSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
I am advised that 400 people attended the June 2998 Open Day at a total cost of$32,915. This included the cost of
hiring the venue, catering and other expenses including audio visual hire.

Conservation and Land Management: Victorian Landcare
1689. THE HOS. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): \\That are the details of the
Victorian Landcare publication, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue;
(iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production;
(vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Victorian Landcare is a joint publication of the Victorian Farmers Federation, Alcoa of Australia Limited and the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment, 'with the support of the Catchment and Land Protection
Council and Greening Australia Victoria. Publishing and distribution are handled by the Victorian Farmers
Federation. In 1997-98 four issues were produced and the Department's contribution was $50,000

Agriculture and Resources: Discovery: Victoria's Earth Resources Journal
1693. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of the Discovery: Victoria's
Earth Resources Journal publication, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each
issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of
production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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In 1997/98 four issues of Discovery were produced at a total cost of $98,000. The printer was GT Graphics.

Women's Affairs: Draft Two Year Action Plan for Women 1998-2000
1694. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): What are the details of the Draft Two Year Action Planfor Women
1998-2000 publication, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number
printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer; and (v) whether tenders were called.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In 1997-98 a total of5,500 copies were produced at a total cost of$16,220. The printer was Gunn & Taylor Pty
Ltd.

Premier: Information VICtOria Update
1695. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of the Information Victoria Update: The Information
Victoria Newsletter, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details
of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name
of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is published bi-monthly. 37 issues have been produced. 12,000 copies of the last issue were produced at
approximate costs of $4,700 for printing and $2,500 for distribution. The printer was McPherson & Morison.

Police and Emergency Services: safer cities and shires publication
1697. THE HON. M. M. GOL""LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What are the details of the Safer Cities and
Shires: A Guide to Developing Strategic Partnerships publication, indicating - (i) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (ii) the number printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer;
and (v) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
I refer to the answer provided to Legislative Council Question No. 941, tabled on 6 October 1998. A copy of the
answer is attached

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 440, 6 October 1998, page 279]

Arts: What's on in Victoria sticker
1701. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): What are the details of the What's on in Victoria sticker from
Arts Victoria, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number produced;
(iii) the total cost of production; (iv) the name of the production company; and (v) whether tenders were
called
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
50,000 stickers were produced at a cost of$3,513. The printer was Manark Printing PIL

Attorney-General: rooming houses statement of rights and duties
1702. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): What are the details of the Rooming Houses Statement ofRights and Duties: A Guide
for people who live in Rooming Houses, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost;
(ii) the number produced; (iii) the total cost of production; (iv) the name of the production company; and (v)
whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

In 1997-98 three issues (a total of 40,000 copies) were produced at a total cost of$13,232. The printers were RA
Printing Pty Ltd and Jenkin Buxton Printers.

Attorney-General: renting statement of rights and duties
1703. TIIE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): What are the details of the Renting Statement ofRights and Duties: A Guidefor
people vl/ho live in Rooming Houses, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii)
the number produced; (iii) the total cost of production; (iv) the name of the production company; and (v)
whether tenders were called
A.~S\VER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
There is no publication titled, Renting Statement ofRights and Duties: A Guide for People who live in Rooming
Houses, but from the context it seems clear that the publication referred to is Renting Statement ofRights and
Duties: A Guide/or Landlords and Tenants and information has been provided in respect of that publication.

In 1997-98 four issues (total 0[350,000 copies) were produced at a total cost of $97,739.40. The printers were
Buscombe Vicprint Pty Ltd, McPherson and Morison Printers and Canberra Press.

Agriculture and Resources: Mainstream: The Newsletter ofMelbourne Water Corporation
1704. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of the Mainstream: The
Newsletter ofMelbourne Water Corporation, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date
of each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of
production; (vi) the name of the printer, and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:

In 1997/98 four issues of Mainstream were produced at a total cost of $63,885. The printer was Brougham Press.
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Arts: Arts 21
1705. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): What are the details of Arts 21 published in the 1997-98
financial year, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of
distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of
the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

A.l'lSWER:
I am informed that:
Four issues were produced. The issue dates were September 1997, December 1997, March 1998 and June 1998.
8,000 copies of each issue were produced at a total cost of $70,960. The printer was Manark Printing PIL.

Arts: Arts Victoria postcard
1706. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): What are the details of the Arts Victoria postcard advertising
Arts Victoria's website, indicating - (i) how many postcards were produced; (ii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer,
and (vi) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
5,000 postcards were produced at a cost of$3,037. The printer was Manark Printing PIL.

Arts: How can VICtoria entertain you?
1707. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): What are the details of the How can Victoria entertain you
brochure, indicating - (i) how many brochures were produced; (ii) details of distribution, including
numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi)
whether tenders were called.

A.l'lSWER:
I am informed that:
50,000 brochures were produced at a cost of $9,500. The printer was Manark Printing PIL.

Agriculture and Resources: Energy Victoria Efficiency News
1708. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of the Energy Victoria
Efficiency News publication, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced between January and June
1998; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of
production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Between January and June 1998 two issues of Energy Victoria Efficiency news were produced at a total cost of
$7,601. The printer was VIP Printing Pty. Ltd.

Agriculture and Resources: cbange-of-address card for Energy Victoria
1709. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): \¥hat are the details of the Change ofAddress
Card for Energy Victoria, indicating - (i) how many cards were produced; (ii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer,
and (vi) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

Five thousand Change ofAddress Cards for Energy Victoria were produced at a total cost of $440. The printer was
Camden Graphics.

Fair Trading: fair trading awards
1710. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Fair Trading): \Vhat are the details of the nomination form for the 1998 Victorian Fair Trading
Awards, indicating - (i) how many forms were produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and
cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders
were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In 1998, two issues (total of 25 ,000 copies) were produced at a total cost of $1 0,650. The printer was McPherson &
Morison Pty Ltd.

Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria centenary calendar of events
1711. THE HON. M. M. GOULD- To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): \¥hat are the details of Parks
Victoria's 1998 Centenary Celebrations Calendar of Events, indicating - (i) how many calendars were
produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of
production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
40,000 copies of Parks Victoria's 1998 Centenary Celebrations Calendar of Events were produced at a total cost of
$14,695. The printer was Waratah Mercedes Press.

Attorney-General: VCAT booklet
1715. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Attorney-General): What are the details of the VCAT: Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal booklet,
indicating - (i) how many booklets were produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost;
(iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders
were called.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In 1997-98 one issue (a total of 70,000 copies) of the VCAT booklet was produced at a total cost of $42,382.20.
The printer was Buscombe Vicprint Pty Ltd

Multicultural Affairs: Multicultural Victoria
1716. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In respect of the newsletter Mu/lieulrural
Victoria, what are the details of all issues produced, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii)
the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the numbers printed; (v)
the cost of production; (vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were called
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
In 1998/98 four issues were produced at a total cost of $14,995.

7,500 copies of the first two editions were printed by Metro Printing PIL and Kosdown Printing.
7,000 copies of the last two editions were printed by Metro Printing PIL and Channel Press.

Fair Trading: fair trading awards booklet and entry form
1719. THE HON. M. M. GOLTLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Fair Trading): What are the details of the 1998 Victorian Fair Trading Awards Booklet and
Entry Form, indicating - (i) how many booklets and entry forms were produced; (ii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer;
and (vi) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In 1998, two issues (total of 25,000 copies) were produced at a total cost of$4172. The printer was McPherson &
Morison Pty Ltd.

Conservation and Land Management: Canopy
1720. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In respect of Parks Victoria's
Newsletter Canopy, what are the details of all issues produced between April-May 1998 and August 1998,
indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution,
including numbers and costs paid by the State Government; (iv) the numbers printed; (v) the total cost of
production paid by the State Government; (vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were
called
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Between April-May 1998 and August 1998 one issue of Canopy was produced at a total cost of $10,620. The
printer was Elikon Fine Printing.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COUNCIL

Tuesday, 13 April 1999

99

Fair Trading: Victorian Good Business Guide
1727. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In respect of the Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs' publication
Victorian Good Business Guide, what are the details of all issues produced between July 1997 and August
1998, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced and/or reprinted; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii)
details of distribution, including numbers and costs; (iv) the numbers printed; (v) the total cost of production;
(vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In 1997-98, three issues (total of 150,000 copies) were produced at a total cost of$176,624. The printers were
McPherson & Morison Pty Ltd and Canberra Press.

Education: marketing government services staff
1732. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Minister for
Education): In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of
all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defined in the
Auditor-General's Special Report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how many
persons are involved in marketing government services (including those involved in media or public
relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such
marketing services for the period 30 March 1996 to 30 June 1997; (iii) the total cost, including salaries, for
the provision of such marketing services for the 1997 -98 financial year, and (iv) the budget for the provision
for the provision of such services for the 1998-99 financial year.
Al\S\\"ER:

I am informed as follows:
(i) 7

includes media activities within the Department of Education.

(ii) $2,924,106 includes media liaison personnel within the Department of Education personnel.
(iii) $1.291,767 the cost covers media activities for the Department of Education.
(iv) $1,295,894 the budget covers media activities for the Department of Education.

Police and Emergency Services: Vicsafe Start program
1738. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the following information on the
Vicsafe START Program for the year 1997 -98, will the Minister provide - (i) a list of organisations or
individuals applying for the program; (ii) the amount of funding sought in each application; (iii) a brief
description of proposals for which funding was sought; and (iv) a list of applications which were successful.
ANSWER:

I am informed by my colleague the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services that in relation to
the START Program, 196 Applications were received in 1997 -98. Details of the successful applications are
contained in attachment A.
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START Program - Received
22 Mar-99

In197 - 30/6/98 and Funded

PROJECT TITLE AND APPLICANT
965
1011

Tuesday, 13 April 1999

AMOUNT FUNDED

BARWON SURE FOOTED (RECREATION ACCESS PROGRAM)
Barwon Association for Youth Support & Accomod'n

$7,000

LATROBE-THEOUTERL~SCANWPROGRAM

$6,000

LaTrobe Regional Hospital
1014

BER~CKSOFTBALLDEVELOPMENT
BER~CK

$7,000

CASEY SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION

1015

WOOONGA- WILLOW PARK SKATEBOARD FACll.lTY
Wodonga Rural City Council

1016

ORBOST JUNIOR GOLF
Orbost Golf Club Inc

$1,510

1017

SALE INLINE HOCKEY VENUE
Sale Swans Inline Hockey Club Ine

$7,466

1018

WARRANDYTE COMMUNITY GARDEN
Warrandyte/Park Orchards PCCC

1019

MOORABBIN BOXING GYM EQUIPMENT
Moorabbin Boxing Gym !nc

1020

PRESTON 'THE WALL'
Darebin City Council

1021

BORONIA BOWLS INTER SCHOOL COMPETITION
Boronia Bowls Club !ne

1022

GEELONGPROffiCTSKATEPARK
Victoria Police, Geelong

1023

WANGARA ITA JUNIOR LAWN BOWLS
Wangaratta Bowls Club !ne

$1,923

1024

WANGARAITA CRICKET FACILITIES
Rovers United Cricket Club Inc

$3,000

1025

GLEN EIRA mGH CHALLENGE CANW
City of Glen Eira

$2,240

1026

MONTROSE JUNIOR FOOTBALL EQUIPMENT
Montrose Football Club Inc

$4,710

1027

SOUTIIERN MALLEE UTILE ATHLETICS
Victorian Little Athletics Association

$5,000

1028

ARARATYMCA
Ararat & District YMCA

$10,000

1029

MIRBOO NORTH RIDGE RYDERZ
Mirboo Community Association Inc

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

$5,000

$10,000
$860
$10,000
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PROJECT TITLE AND APPUCANT

AMOUNT FUNDED
$10,000

1030

RUSHWORTH SKATEBOARDIROLLERBLADElBMX R.M1P
Rushworth Community House

1031

MT EVELYN SCOUT HALL RENOVA nONS
Victorian Scout Association

$5,000

1032

SEYMOUR scour GROUP
Australian Scouting Movement Association

$2,640

1033

WARRACKNABEAL - SOUND ALTERNATIVE
Victoria Police, Warracknabeal

$3,500

1034

ST ARNAUD CRICKET CLUB - WICKETS AND NETS
St Arnaud & District Cricket Club Inc

$5,000

1035

HASTINGS: POLICE & YOUTH IN WATER SPORTS
Victoria Police, Hastings

1036

BRIGHT: SKATE AND BMX R.M1P
Ovens and King Community Health Services Inc

$5,000

1038

BRIGHTON: ROWING FOR scours I VENTURERS
1st/14th Brighton Sea Scouts

$2,349

1039

MORWELL: IDGHLIFE OUTDOOR EDUCA nON PROGRAM
LaTrobe Valley Care

$7,000

1040

FOUNTAIN GATE FOOTBALL LIGHTING
Fountain Gate Junior Football Club

$1,872

1041

SWAN HILL GLIDING CLUB PROJECT
Swan Hill Gliding Club

$1,000

1042

CHEL TENHAMlMOORABBIN POLICENOUTH CAMP
Victoria Police, Cheltenham

$5,200

1043

SPRINGVALE: INTEGRATE SCHOOL/CLUB BASEBALL
Springvale Lions Baseball Club

$7,299

1044

PORlLAND YOUTH FILM
Victoria Police, Portland

$7,000

1045

KYABRAM SWIM CLUB TRAINING AND SAFETY EQUIPMENT UPGRADE
Swimming Victoria Inc

$1,389

1046

WONTHAGGI - MORE KIDS INTO CRICKET
Wonthaggi Workmens Cricket Club

$3,600

1047

COLLINGWOOD POLICENOum CAMP
Victoria Police, Collingwood

$8,450

1048

TALLANGATTA VALLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
Tallangatta Valley Football Club Inc

$4,062

1049

TALLANGATTA CRICKET 'SPORTS ASSIST'
Tallangatta Cricket Club Inc

$2,993

$10,000
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1050

COLBINABBIN CRICKET CLUB EQUIPMENT
Colbinabbin Cricket Club Inc

$2,200

1051

FRANKSTON CAMP NO FEAR '98
Youth Impact / Gateway Family Church

$5,000

1052

ESTABLISHMENT OF EDENHOPE JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB
Casterton & District Cricket Association

$4,920

1053

WONTHAGGI BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Wonthaggi Volleyball Association

$1,000

1054

MURRINDINDI LITTLE ATHLETICS SET -UP PROGRAM
Victoria Little Athletics Association Incorporated

S7,235

1055

MINERS REST COrv1MUNITY MULTIFUNCTIONAL ROOM
Miners Rest Primary School Council

$5,000

1056

BUCHAN NETBALL CLUB RESURFACE
Buchan Netball Club Inc.

$5,000

1057

KENSINGTONINTII. MELB./WEST MELB. BASKETBALL
Doutta Galla Community Health Centre Inc.

$3,936

1058

PENINSULA POLICE & CITIZENS SPORTING CLUB
Victoria Police Rosebud

$4,500

WARRAGULFOOTBALL~ORDEVELOPMENT

$5,000

1060

Warragul Football Club Inc
1061

SHEPPARTON "KIDS INTO THEATRE" PROGRAM
Shepparton Kids in Theatre

$5,000

1062

YARRA JUNCTION CRICKET CLUB DEVELOPMENT
Yarra Junction Cricket Club

$3,000

1063

WIDTTLESEA: COOL ACTIVITIES FOR A HOT SUMMER
YMCA of Whittlesea

$4,062

1064

HERE FOR LIFElMELBOURNE TIGERS BASKETBALL CAMPS
Here For Life

$4,100

1065

NICHOLSON NETBALLIBASKETBALL COURT
East Gippsland Shire Council

$7,000

1066

BENDIGO PRIMARY SCHOOL SPORTS CLINICS
Tynan-Eyre Memorial Foundation Inc

$5,050

1067

DIAMOND VALLEY ATHLETIC CLUB FACILITIES
Diamond Valley Athletic Club

1069

VENUS BAY: YOlITH DEVELOPMENT
Venus Bay Surf Life Saving Club

$3,655

1070

RICHMOND POLICE AND mGH CHALLENGE PROGRAM
Victoria Police, Richmond Station

$1,132

$10,000
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1071

KYABRAM - LIGHTEN THE LOAD
Kyabram Little Athletics

$2,094

1073

MARYSVILLE JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB EXPANSION
MarysviUe Junior Cricket Club

$4,456

1074

MONBULK AQUATIC CLUB - CLUBROOM CONSTRUCTION
Monbulk Aquatic Club

$3,000

1076

BUILDING A POSITIVE FUTURE THROUGH BASKETBALL
Warrnambool Basketball Incorporated

$7,000

1077

NARRE WARREN (GRASSMERE) PASSPORT
Uniting Church of Australia Property Trust

$4,789

1078

VICTORIA POLICE CRICKET YOUTH INITIATIVE
Victoria Police Cricket Club

$4,671

1079

STRATFORD BOXING AND FITNESS
Stratford Amateur Boxing and Fitness Club

$1,892

1081

W ARRAGUL POLICE AND CITIZENS YOUTH CLUB
Warragul Police Station

$7,000

1082

DIMBOOLA - PROPOSED NEW GY1v1NASIUM
Dimboola Rowing Club

$10,000

1083

BRIGHTON LIFE SA VING: PROJECT BRONZE
Brighton Lifesaving Club Ioc

$7,000

1085

ARARAT: ROLLERBLADE AND SKATEBOARD
Ararat Skatedome Committee Inc

$10,000

1086

ORBOST TENNIS: EQUIPMENT AND UPGRADE
Orbost Tennis Club

52,866

1087

NORTIIERN SUBURBS NETBALL PROGRAM
Victoria Police, Heidelberg West

$2,900

1088

SHEPPARTON: JUNIOR GATORS REPRESENTATIVE SQUAD
Greater Shepparton Basketball Assoc. Inc.

$5,000

1089

HINDMARSH POLICE CITIZENS YOUTH CLUB
Jeparit Police Station

1090

DONALD CRICKET F ACll..ITIES - "PERFECT PRACTICE"
Donald and District Cricket Association

$7,260

1091

FRANKSTON: COAST GUARD CADET UNIT
Australian Volunteer Coast Guard

$3,016

1092

TRAPALGAR BOXING UPDATE
Trafalgar Boxing Gymnasium

$3,229

1093

BALLARAT - MOTIVATIONAL MEDIA "LIGHT THE TORCH"
Police Schools Involvement Program - Ballarat

$1,700

$10,000
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1094

FLEMINGTON - WESTSIDE CIRCUS PROGRAM
Flemington Community Centre

$7,000

1095

FRANKSTON BM)( CLUB UPGRADE
Frankston BMX Club Inc

$6,500

1098

RINGWooD: LIGHTING FOR JUBILEE PARK
Ringwood Junior Football Club

$7,000

1099

MARLO OCEAN RESCUE SQUAD
Marlo Ocean Rescue Squad

$7,000

1100

CARRUMJPATTERSON LAKES: CLUB REBUILD
CanumlPatterson Lakes Junior Football Club

$4,825

110 1

EL1HAM BOXING AND FITNESS
Eltham Boxing and Fitness

$1,644

1102

CEN1RAL GOLDFIELDS TEENAGE HOLIDAY PROGRAM
Central Goldfields Shire Council

$3,500

1103

ROWVll..LE FOOTBALL EQUIPMENT
St Simon Community Football Club

$3,500

1104

OPERATION EMMETT: YOUTH DEVELOPMENT CAMP
Victoria Police, Seymour Police Station

$6,000

1105

PYRAMID HILL SKATERAMP
Pyramid Hill Skate Park Committee

1106

WERRIBEE: POLICE AND AUSSIE SPORT
''T' District Police Schools Involvement Program

$2,625

1107

REA THMONT: 'WALK ON TIIE WILD SIDE'
Eastern Teaching Unit

$7,724

1108

GLENROWAN: CAMPING EQUIPMENT AND HALL IMPROVEMENTS
Scout Association of Australia - Victorian Branch

1109

FOOTSCRAY: VIETNAMESE YOUTH OF TODAY
Vietnamese Community In Victoria

$4,000

1112

MT ELIZA JUNIOR BOWLING DEVELOPMENT
Mt Eliza Bowling Club Inc

$1,850

1113

LATROBE VALLEY, IN1RODUCTION TO UMPIRING
Latrobe Valley Umpires Association Inc

$2,225

1126

WANGARATTA: IMPROVEMENT OF PREMISES
Wangaratta Players Inc.

1127

UNDER 10/11 LIGHTNING PREMIERSHIP
Eastern Football League

$5,000

1128

WESTERN DISTRICT: JUNIOR FOOTBALL UMPIRING
Western District Umpires Association Inc.

$2,000

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000
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1130

KERANG, PROJECT ADVENTURE
1st Kerang Scout Group

$2,648

1131

QUEENSCLIFF YOUTH SPORTS PROMOTION
Queensc1iff Sports Club Inc.

$1,946

1132

CASTERTONSQUASHSTART
Casterton Squash Club Inc.

$1,000

1135

BARWON HEADS JUNIOR FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT
Barwon Heads Football Club

$3,000

1136

BENDIGO: JUNIOR NETBALLlFOOTBALL CLUB
Sandhurst Football and Netball Club

$2,500

1137

COLAC ROWING: FOCUS ON YOlITH
Lake Colac Rowing Club Inc

$3,000

1138

LONGBEACH SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
Chelsea Longbeach Surf Life Saving Club

$4,000

1139

MANSFIELD SKATE AND BMX PARK
Victoria Police, Mansfield

$10,000

1140

ruNIOR DEAF DEVELOPMENT CAMP
Victorian Deaf Basketball Assoc

$4,000

1141

WONTHAGGI H.P.V EVENT
Wonthaggi Secondary College

$3,000

1142

ST Kll..DA THEOS: SELF DEFENCE PROGRAM
St Kilda Theos Youth Outreach Inc

$4,160

1143

ST Kll..DA SWMvfPRATS BASKETBALL PROGRAM
St. Kilda Theos Youth Outreach Inc

$5,840

1144

GREATER DANDENONG BOXING CLUB
Greater Dandenong Boxing Club Inc

$5,000

1146

ECHUCA: CAMPING FOR LEADERSHIP
1st Echuca Scout Group

$4,000

1148

CRESWICK: ACTMTIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
Creswick Youth Alliance Branch Blue Light Disco

$8,000

LANGWAruUN:~ORSOCCER

$3,000

1149

Langwarrin Soccer Club
1150

FRANKS TON BASKETBALL DEVELOPMENT
Frankston District Basketball Association

$7,000

1152

PRESTON BOXING: PROJECT CONCORD
Preston PC CC

$5,737

1154

SOUTH WEST: MOST DISCIPLINED PLAYER AWARD
South West Sports Assembly

$4,700
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1156

SEYMOUR: GUIDE HALL IMPROVEMENTS
2nd Seymour Guides

$9,100

1157

BAYSIDE CIIT COUNCIL: W.LL.D.
Bayside City Council

$4,790

1158

WODONGA POLICE YOUTH PROJECT
Wodonga Police Youth Project

$5,340

1160

ELWOOD: WATER 'START'
Elwood Sailing Club

$5,000

1161

MELTON FISHING CLINIC
Didyarbringyarodalong Angling Club Inc

$3,081

1162

SWAN HILL: DRIVE SAFE AUTOCROSS
Swan Hill Short Course Club Inc

$5,000

1163

GEELONG REGION WATER ACTIVITIES COUNCIL
Geelong Region Scout Assoc

1164

VIOLET TOWN: RE-SURFACING TENNIS COURTS
Violet Town Lawn Tennis Club Inc

1167

ST KILDA: FACILITY AND PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS
St Kilda Police & Citizens Youth Club

1168

YACKANDANDAH: PROMOTING NETBALL
Yackandandah Netball Club Inc.

$5,093

1169

ALEXANDRA: FOOTBALL & NETBALL
Alexandra (Rebels) Football Club Inc

$5,000

1170

WERRIBEEILAVERTON KARATE CLUB
Werribee-Laverton Karate Club Inc

$3,665

1171

"TENTS" ELMORE SCOUT AND GUIDES TROOPS
Elmore Scout Troop

$5,835

1173

DONALD JUNIOR FOOTBALL JUMPERS
Donald Junior Football Club

$2,250

1179

WALKER RESERVE LIGHTING PROJECT
Wantirna South Football Club Inc

$5,000

1181

START - BURWOOD EAST AUSKICK
Burwood East Auskick

$1,000

1182

YACKANDANDAH SKATEBOARD FACILITY
Youth Development Services, Indigo Shire

$5,000

1184

ORBOST SCOUT HALL REJUVENATION PROJECT
Orbost Scout Hall Committee of Management

$5,000

1185

MELTON POLICE YOUTH LIAISON BASKETBALL COMPETITION
Melton Police Station

$1,705

$620
$5,000

$10,000
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PROJECT TITLE AND APPLICANT
1188

1998 RACV ENERGY BREAK1HROUGH
Swifts Creek Secondary College

$4,875

1190

COOMA RECREA nON RESERVE COMMlJNITY CENTRE
Cooma Cricket Club

$5,000

1191

UP\\fEY TECOMA LAWN BOWLS CLUB
Upwey Tecoma Bowls Club Inc

$2,000

1194

ELMORE NETBALL COURT REPAIRS
Elmore Netball Club

$5,000

1195

CARRUM DOWNS AUSKICK CLINIC
Rowellyn Park (Carrum Downs) Auskick

$1,320

1196

ROWVllLE BOXING CLUB
Canington Park - Rowville Boxing Club

$5,000

1198

STA\\fELL CYCLING TRACKlYOUNG RIDER'S CLUB
StawelV Great Westem Cycling

$5,000

1199

CHELSEA HEIGHTS 'OFF THE STREET TO SUCCESS'
Chelsea Heights Football Club Inc

$2,000

1200

MOOROOLBARK BOWLS CLUB JUNIOR DEVELOP~NT SQUAD
Mooroolbark Bowls Club Incorporated

$2,340

1202

EUROA POLICE YOUTH MATERIAL ARTS PROGRAM
Euroa Police Station

$1,940

1204

NOW A - NOWA 'ON GOING BADMINTON'
Nowa - Nowa Hall Committee of Management Inc

1205

INVERLOCH: BASKETBALL COMMENCEMENT
Inverloch & District Basketball Assoc

$3,000

1206

OUYEN COMMUNI1Y CENTRE BASKETBALL FACILITIES
Ouyen & District Basketball Assoc

$4,580

1207

KANGAROO FLAT CRICKET FACllJTIES
Kangaroo Flat Cricket Club Inc

$2,500

1208

YARRA ruNCTION POLICE/JUNIOR FIRE BRIGADE CAMP
Yarra Junction Fire Brigade

$3,000

1209

BENDIGO: BASKETBALL ACCESS
Bendigo YMCA Basketball Club Inc

$4,600

Number of Projects:

148

$800

Total :

$715,084.00

Premier: Community Support Fund applications
1741. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the Community Support Fund for the 1997-98 financial year,
will the Minister provide - (i) a list all organisations/individuals who applied for the program; (ii) the
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amount of funding sought in each application; (iii) a brief description of proposals for which funding was
sought; and (iv) a list of applications which were successful.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the Community Support Fund is contained in the 1997/98 Annual Report of the Department of
Premier and Cabinet

Multicultural Affairs: small grants program
1742. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In relation to the Victorian Multicultural
Commission, including the Small Grants Program for the 1997-98 financial year, will the Premier
provide - (i) a list all organisations/individuals who applied for the programs; (ii) the amount of funding
sought in each application; (iii) a brief description of proposals for which funding was sought; and (iv) a list
of applications which were successful.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Details of the Victorian Multicultural Commission's Small Grants Program for 1997/98 are contained in the
Annual Report.

Sport: AFL Park, Waverley
1743. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Sport): What options, if any, have the Minister's department identified to save AFL Park at
Waverley from closure.
ANSWER:

Meetings were held with concerned Councils and the Australian Football League (AFL) to determine any options
that may have been available for the retention ofWaverley Park for AFL matches.
After lengthy discussions, the decision regarding the future ofWaverley Park was ultimately made by the
Australian Football League, which owns and operates the facility and is responsible for the scheduling of matches.

Attorney-General: Multicultural Victoria Inquiry
1748. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Attorney-General): What actions were undertaken during the 1997-98 financial year to implement the
Recommendation 121 of the Multicultural Victoria Inquiry (1996), which stated that "increased community
legal education be provided through ethnic radio and other alternatives to the printed word".
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:
Community legal education is undertaken by a variety of agencies within the Justice portfolio. In addition to the
translation of a variety of educational brochures, a number of agencies have taken specific actions to provide
community legal education through alternatives to the printed word. These actions include:
the Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs conducted promotions on SBS;

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday, 13 April 1999

COUNCIL

109

the Office of Women's Affairs in conjunction with the Department of Human Services undertook community
education about female genital mutilation. In particular during this time the Attorney-General spoke to students
attending a course on female genital mutilation about how a law is made;
the Equal Opportunity Commission has been conducting an Ethnic Dutreach Program since 1996 which
includes training for service providers and community education for Victorians from language backgrounds
other than English on anti-discrimination and equal opportunity laws. In particular this program targets newly
arrived migrants to assist them during their settlement process. Over this period the Commission has also been
involved in undertaking joint educational projects with the Vietnamese and Horn of Africa communities;
speakers from the Office of Public Advocate have undertaken information sessions with a range of community
groups working with translators, in particular providing information to those who act as carers for persons with
disabilities. In addition OPA conducted a workshop with Victoria Legal Aid for community workers from a
range of ethnic groups. OPA's work in these areas has been ongoing in 1998/99;
the Victims Referral and Assistance Service ("VRAS") runs a helpline staffed by bilingual workers. Two
officers have acted as multiculturalliaisons for the agency whereby they have conducted relevant workshops
for ethnic groups, fulfilled public speaking engagements and conducted radio interviews. In addition the South
Central Migrant Resource Centre was engaged to promote awareness ofVRAS and victim rights and
entitlements. The Centre's bilingual workers conducted information sessions/ consultations with 82 ethnic
community groups;
Victoria Legal Aid (''VLA'') maintains a multilingual telephone legal information service which is staffed by
trained bilingual workers and has regularly run legal education sessions with various ethnic communities. In
addition over this period VLA produced a video on legal rights and responsibilities in Somali and Italian. This
video (called 'The Letter') is now available in 12 different languages. VLA has also been involved in ongoing
work towards providing translated legal information on the VLA web site and towards bi-lingual interviews on
ethnic radio about the Mental Health Act; and
Community Legal Centres have run a number of community information sessions for particular ethnic groups.
These include involvement in a forum for Islamic Women, and legal issues forums with the Indo-Chinese
community.

Premier: Access 2001 program open weekend
1773. TIlE HO~. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the Access 2001 program Victoria Building The Future,
Victoria's Open Weekend for 3-4 October 1998, what is the program's total projected cost, indicating- (i)
the total advertising and public relations cost; and (ii) the number ofEFf staff employed by the program.

A.'\'SWER:
I am informed that:
Actual total expenditure for Victoria's Open Weekend was $233,770. This figure includes provision for public
access to sites, advertising and public relations and other costs associated with the event. Separate staffing details
are not available as this program is one of many events organised by the staff of my Department.

Multicultural Affairs: Community Support Fund - ethnic community groups
1774. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In relation to each of the financial years from
1992-93 to 1997-98 and in 1998-99 to date, what are the names and addresses of the Ethnic Community
Groups and organisations that have applied to the Community Support Fund., indicating - (i) the amount of
funding requested in each application; (ii) a brief description of the proposals for which funding was
requested; and (iii) which applicants were successful and which applicants were unsuccessful.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
Information on the Community Support Fund is found in the Annual Reports of the Department of Premier and
Cabinet.

Multicultural Affairs: Victorian Multicultural Commission funding
1775. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In relation to each of the financial years from
1992-93 to 1997-98 and in 1998-99 to date, what are the names and addresses of the Ethnic Community
Groups and organisations that have applied to the Multicultural Commission, indicating - (i) the amount of
funding requested in each application; (ii) a brief description of the proposals for which funding was
requested; and (iii) which applicants were successful and which applicants were unsuccessful.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Victorian Multicultural Commission was established in 1996. Details of its activities since its establishment are
contained in its Annual Reports.

Education: Maldon-Bendigo school bus
1787. THE HON. C. J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the Maldon-Bendigo school bus, which leaves Maldon in the morning
on school days:
(a) What are the estimated numbers of government and non-government school students, respectively, that
would travel between Maldon and the Calder Highway in each of the years 1997, 1998 and 1999 if the
bus was able to collect students at Maldon or along the route to the Calder Highway.
(b) How many of those students in 1998 and 1999 would be eligible for the conveyance allowance, and for

what reasons.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
(a) 1997 - 8 government school students and 1 non-government school student.
1998 - 8 government school students and 2 non-government school students.
It is estimated that in 1999 there may be 8 government school students and 2 non -government school students.
(b) 1998 - 8 students are eligible for conveyance allowance.

It is estimated that in 1999 there may be 8 students eligible for conveyance allowance.
Conveyance allowances are granted due to special circumstances in that the nearest school (Castlemaine
Secondary College) cannot provide the required course of study at Years 11 and 12 and the students reside
more than 4.8 kilometres from the bus service.
Students from Maldon are provided with school bus transport to the nearest centre of government education at
Castlemaine. There is no school bus transport provision for students attending a school other than the closest
government school.
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A school bus route may be extended for a minimum of 5 eligible government school students who each reside at
least 2.5 kilometres from the existing bus route.
Once a service is operating students attending non-government schools can apply for permission to travel under
certain conditions. School bus services are not established or altered to suit the requirements of non -government
students.
The bus is garaged temporarily at MaIdon because the driver lives there. A change of driver could mean a change
of garaging arrangements. The contract is to provide a service between Ravenswood and Bendigo.
Any policy change that would allow Bendigo bound students to board the bus at Maldon would mean that the bus
route would be locked in on that route and could prevent an amendment for eligible students at a future date.

Premier: Patrick stevedores
1790. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): Did the Premier receive advice from Patricks Stevedoring that it was
planning to sack its workforce in advance of the notices of dismissal on 7 April 1998.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Departmental records do not indicate that any correspondence was received containing such advice.

Education: school council presidents' training
1791. THE HON. M. M. GOL'LD Minister for Education):

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the

(a) Does the Department of Education currently fund training sessions for school council presidents; ifso,
what amount has been allocated for this service.
(b) Has the Department at any stage in the past funded training sessions for school council presidents.

(c) What is the role ofMr John Mero in these training services.
(d) How was the provider of this service selected.
(e) Does the Government's support of these services extend to paying for newspaper advertisements in
suburban newspapers; if so, what has been the cost of advertising.
(f) How many school council presidents have attended training sessions offered by Mr Mero and anyone
else up to 20 October 1998.

A.1\'SWER:
I am informed as follows:
(a) The Department of Education currently funds training for school councillors, the induction of school council
presidents is one component of that training. The allocation for training of school council presidents in 1998
was $68,835.
(b) The induction of school council presidents has been an integral part of training for school councillors for a
number of years.
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(c) Mr John Mero is the Director of one of the organisations which successfully tendered for the 1998 training
program.
(d) The providers for the training were selected through a public tendering process.
(e) As part of the agreement with the providers, they were expected to advertise the programs. The actual cost of
advertising is a matter for the successful provider.
(f) 335 people have attended Mr Mero's training sessions.

Education: Bass Coast 2000, Wonthaggi
1792. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education):
(a) Did the Minister for Education attend a breakfast meeting of 'Bass Coast 2000' in Wonthaggi during the
week commencing 30 March 1998.
(b) What is the nature of the 'Bass Coast 2000' organisation.

(c) Who issued the invitation to the Minister to attend the function.
(d) What other Ministers attended the function.
(e) Did the function raise any funds for political purposes; if so, how much and to which party were they
directed.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
I and other members of Cabinet attended

Education: ministerial duties
1793. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What official duties did the Minister for Education attend to on Thursday 23 April
1998.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
Official Ministerial duties

Education: primary school classrooms, Mitcham
1794. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education):
(a) How many classrooms have been operated by primary schools in the electoral district of Mitcham since
1995.
(b) What has been the enrolment level for each of these schools in the same period.
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ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
(a) Classroom spaces - the Department of Education does not hold historical data for schools on past
accommodation usage.

The current classroom usage is as follows:
Schools
Antonio Park Primary School
Blackburn Lake Primary School
Blackburn Primary School
Laburnum Primary School
Mitcham Primary School
Nunawading Primary School
Nunawading South Primary School
Old Orchard Primary School
Rangeview Primary School
Springview Primary School

2.

1998
9
16
14
24
18
15
22
13

21
15

Enro1ments at the February Census.
Schools
Antonio Park Primary School
Blackburn Lake Primary School
Blackburn Primary School
Laburnum Primary School
Mitcham Primary School
Nunawading Primary School
Nunawading South Primary School
Old Orchard Primary School
Rangeview Primary School
Springview Primary School

1995

1996

1997

1998

179
344
224
421
274
180
194
267
334
261

173
373
229
469
277
172
190
278
344
293

186
346
228
512
272
158
185
281
450
325

210
337
247
558
258
151
183
256
451
348

Education: school computers
1795. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education):
(a) How many Victorian schools feature IBM computers for student use.
(b) How many schools feature apple McIntosh computers.

(c) How many schools in the electoral district ofMitcham feature IBM computers for student use.
(d) How many state primary and secondary schools in - (i) Victoria; and (ii) the Mitcham electorate, have
made use of the Government's surplus computer scheme since 20 October 1998.
(e) How many computers have been made available to Victorian schools under the scheme to date.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
(a) and (b) To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which
are not available.
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Education: surplus computer program
1796. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the

Minister for Education):
(a) When did the Government commence the surplus computer program.
(b) Who supervises or coordinates the program.

(c) How many computers have been donated by the private sector to the program.
(d) What is the estimated value and average age of computer donated.
(e) What research has been conducted, or is proposed, to ascertain whether the computers a cquired by
schools through the program are satisfying their needs.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
(a) The Minister wrote to major businesses in April 1997 requesting surplus computers. These are provided to
schools at no cost.
(b) General Manager, Information Technology Division

(c) 704 computers were donated by the private sector to 27 October 1998. A further 2,060 computers were also
provided by Government sources to that date. Since October an additional 1,184 computers have been
provided by Government sources with a further 2000-3000 more expected to be provided by the end of 1999.
(d) The average age of computers donated to the program is 4 years. All computers are refurbished by the
Department of Education to a minimum 486 standard with an approximate current market value of$400.
(e) All schools provide a formal acceptance of the equipment offered to them.

Education: children's physiotherapy service
1797. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): How many applications have been received since 1 January 1998 by Victorian state

school principals and the Department of School Education for children's physiotherapy services.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
As this is a school based process, the Department of Education does not collect data on the number of applications.
To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M. M Gould may wish to submit a more focused and specific question on the matter.

Premier: Community Support Fund grants, Mitcham
1798. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): With regard to the electoral district ofMitcham:
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(a) How many community groups or other organisations received community support fund grants between
1 January 1993 and 20 October 1998.
(b) What proportion of the community support fund expenditure since 1 January 1993 have the grants

constituted.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

Information on Community Support Fund grants is contained in the Annual Reports of the Department of Premier
and Cabinet.

Premier: visit by Bill Gates
1799. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honowable the Premier): Were any State Government funds used to facilitate the visit ofMr Bill
Gates to Victoria earlier this year.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

No funds from the Department of Premier and Cabinet were paid to Bill Gates to facilitate his visit to Victoria.

Sport: Sportsbet - Australian Formula One Grand Prix
1800. THE HON. M. M. GOL1D - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): What amount of money was wagered with 'Sportsbet' on the 1998 Australian Grand
Prix.

k'\TSWER:

The amount of money wagered with Tabcorp's Sportsbet on the 1998 Australian Grand Prix was $73,770.

Education: school sites, Mitcham
1801. THE HOl\". M. M. GOl.jLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): Does the Department of School Education and/or the Minister have any plans to
close or merge existing schools, or sell any school sites in the electoral district ofMitcham.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education currently does not have any plans to close or merge any existing schools or sell any
school sites in the electoral district of Mitcham.

Education: school maintenance works
1802. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What classifications are used by the Department of School Education for
maintenance work at Victorian schools, and what was the breakdown of maintenance works required at
schools in the electoral district ofMitcham at 20 October 1998.
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ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
The table sets out the classification matrix for the Physical Resources Management System (PRMS), O-poor
represents the most urgent category, O-worn the second, then O-fair, I-poor, I-worn, etc.
Condition
Poor
Worn
Fair
Good

0
O-poor
O-worn
O-fair

1
I-poor
I-worn
I-fair

Audit Priority
2
3
2-poor
3-poor
2-wom
3-wom
2-fair
3-fair

4
4-poor
4-wom
4-fair

5
5-poor
5-wom
5-fair

The Department of Education's database identifies the maintenance backlog as at the date of the audit of each
school. Funds have been allocated to schools as noted in Question on Notice Legislative Council 1805 and continue
to be allocated as part of the 11 November 1998 announcement of $56.67 million in grants for PRMS works. Some
schools have completed the works for which money has been allocated and some schools have not. To provide the
information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not available.

Education: school site sales
1803. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): How many school sites have been sold in Blackbum, Blackbum North,
Nunawading, Mitcham, Vermont, Forest Hill, Box Hill, Doncaster, Mount Waverley, Oakleigh and
Chadstone, respectively, since 1993, and what sums have been raised from those sales.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
Twenty nine properties located within the nominated suburbs, have been sold since 1993. A total of $64,522,950
has been raised from these sales.
The proceeds from the sale of properties are allocated to new capital works programs in schools. In the Eastern
Metropolitan Region, for the period 1993/94 to 1997/98 there have been 198 projects, with an estimated cost
greater than $100,000, totalling $115,477,985.

Education: maintenance funding
1805. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What funding has been allocated by the Government in 1997 and 1998 for
maintenance pwposes at Antonio Park Primary School; Blackbum Primary School; B1ackbum Lake Primary
School; Labumum Primary School; Mitcham Primary School; Nunawading Primary School; Rangeview
Primary School; Old Orchard Primary School; Nunawading South Primary School; Blackbum High School;
Mullauna Secondary College; and Forest Hill Secondary College.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
The following table sets out the maintenance funding for these schools. The maintenance and minor works
allocation to schools as part of the School Global Budget are based on a calender year. The Refurbishment Program
and Physical Resources Management System (PRMS) allocations are based on fmancial years.
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School Name

Antonio PS
Blackburn PS
Blackbum Lake PS
Blackbum HS
Forest Hill SC
LabumumPS
MitcbamPS
Mullauna SC
Nunawading PS
Nunawading South PS
Old Orchard PS
Rangeview PS

1997
$6,582
$16,788
$13,332
$51,748
$67,842
$16,384
$13,372
$33,170
$6,908
$11,132
$19,853
$17,968

Refurbishmen
tProgram

PRMS

1996/97

1997198

1998
$7,980
$17,032
$13,348
$51,519
$68,133
$16,708
$13,298
$32,882
$51,519
$11,064
$19,307
$18,150

$407,000

$50,000

$606,789
$35,000

-

-

$46,303
$277,899
$8,091
$64,671
$100,301
$33,122
$12,761

-

Agriculture and Resources: rural water users, Coliban
1806. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the Honourable
the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to rural water users in the Coliban district:
(a) Will the Minister ensure that the concept of"affordability" of water will prevail over a policy of "full
cost recovery" so that water remains affordable, particularly to those users or channels that have a small
number of other users.
(b) Will the Minister ensure that no water users will have such expensive water under any planned
Government pricing policy that they will not be able to afford it.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice numbered 562.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo!. 442. 23 March 1999. page 211}

Education: commonwealth government common youth allowance policy
1807. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What are the latest estimates by the Department of Education of the number of
students who will return to school or remain at school as a result of the introduction of the Commonwealth
Government's Common Youth Allowance policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
Between 5000 and 6000 students are estimated to return to, or continue in, education as a result of the
Commonwealth Government's Common Youth Allowance policy. This estimate comprises:
-

those already out of education who have not completed their secondary education (2000-3000 students); and

-

those who will extend their schooling as a result of the conditions surrounding the policy (3000 students).
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Education: commonwealth government common youth allowance policy
1808. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What is the number of students enrolled as a result of the Commonwealth
Government's Common Youth Allowance policy.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
Whilst the Youth Allowance as a new form of income support for young people became effective from 1 July
1998, the Commonwealth Government deferred the requirement for people under 18 years of age to attend
education or training in order to satisfy the eligibility for the Youth Allowance to January 1999. Hence there is
currently no impact of the Commonwealth Government's Common Youth Allowance policy on the number of
students enrolled.

Education: commonwealth government common youth allowance policy
1809. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the Commonwealth Government's Common Youth Allowance
policy - (i) what processes are in place to monitor the number of students enrolled; (ii) what specific
programs are in place to meet the needs of these students; and (iii) in what schools are these students and
programs located.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
(i) The February School Census, to be conducted in all Victorian schools, has been expanded to collect
information from each school on students in receipt of Youth Allowance.
(ii) Victorian schools are developing programs for implementation in 1999 within the Full Service Schools (FSS)
for Students at Risk Program. Specific programs generally target 16 and 17 year olds and include: Literacy and
Numeracy; Resilience; Personal Development; Enterprise Learning; Options for Work and Education; Work
Placement; Practical Skills; Outreach; Shopfront Teaching; Boys' Programs; Headstart Program; Recovery
Learning; Koori Vocational Skills; Learner Centered Program; and Professional Development For Teachers
and others.
(ii) Programs in the FSS Program will operate in several high need Local Government Areas (LGAs). The schools
involved are:
BrimbanklHume
Brimbank, Marian and Penola Catholic Colleges; Broadmeadows, Deer Park, Erinbank, Hillcrest, Kealba,
Kings Park, Maribymong*, Sunbury, Sunbury Downs, Sunshine, Upfield Secondary Colleges; Kensington
Community High School*.
Casey/Dandenong
Berwick, Brandon Park, Carwatha, Cleeland, Cranboume, Doveton, Eumemmerring, Lyndhurst, Hampton
Park and Pakenham* Secondary Colleges; Killester, Nazareth, St Peter's Colleges.
DarebinlMoreland
Banksia*, Box Forest, Brunswick, Fawkner, Lakeside, Northland, Preston Girls', Reservoir District,
Thombury Darebin Secondary Colleges; Collingwood*, Merrilands P12 Colleges; Northcote High School.
FrankstonIPeninsula
Dromana, Karingal Park, Langwarrin, Monterey, Mornington, Mt Eliza, Mt Erin, Patterson River, Rosebud,
Western Port Secondary Colleges; Frankston High School, John Paul College.
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Greater Geelong
Bellarine, Corio Community, Flinders Peak, Grovedale, James Harrison, North Geelong, Western Heights
Secondary Colleges; Belmont, Geelong, Matthew Flinders Girls', Newcomb, Noriane, Oberon High Schools;
Catholic Regional, Clonard, Covenant, St Joseph's, Sacred Heart, Chanel Colleges.
East GippslandILaTrobeIWellington
Bairnsdale, Kumai, Lowanna, Traralgon, Lakes Entrance, Maffra, Orbost, Swifis Creek, Yarram Secondary
Colleges; Cann River P12, Catholic College Sale, Catholic Regional, Traralgon, Mallacoota, Nagel,
Presentation, Sale Colleges; Gippsland Grammar.
Ballarat
Ballarat High, Ballarat, Beaufort *, Daylesford*, Lake Bolac*, Mount Clear, Sebastopol Secondary Colleges;
Damascus, Loreto, St Patrick's Colleges; Ballarat Grammar School
Bendigo
Bendigo Senior, Castlemaine*, Flora Hill, White Hills Secondary Colleges; East Loddon PI2*, Maryborough
Regional* Colleges; Catholic College Bendigo, Highview College Maryborough.

*denotes link schools outside the LGA.
Schools in other areas will be involved in Youth Allowance Programs as they are developed.

Premier: Thank you Victoria message
1811. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the "Thank you Victoria" message placed in the Herald-Sun
and The Age on Saturday 17 October 1998 - (i) what was the total cost of the campaign; and (ii) in which

media outlets were they placed.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The message was placed in the Herald Sun and The Age newspapers at a total cost $32,069.82.

Health: Turning the Tide update
1812. THE HOS. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the Turning
the Tide Update, Issue 1 September 1998 - (i) what are the total advertising and public relations costs for

the update; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution of the update; (iii) how many updates were
printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

The Turning the Tide Update, Issue 1 September 1998 was produced by the Communications Unit of the
Department of Premier and Cabinet. For specific details regarding the production of the update that this question
should be referred to the Premier.

Sport: Sport and Recreation Business Information Series
1813. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable

the Minister for Sport): In relation to the Sport and Recreation Business Information Series, Number 1
1998 - (i) what are the total advertising and public relations costs for the publication; (ii) what was the cost
of printing and distribution of the publication; (iii) how many publications were printed and distributed; and
(iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:
(i) Nil.
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(ii) The cost of printing and distribution of the booklet was $2,420.
(iii) 1,500 booklets were printed and distributed.
(iv) Tenders were not called but competitive quotations were obtained in accordance with Government Purchasing
Board Guidelines.

Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quarterly
1814. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): What are the details of Issues 16, 17 and 18 of the Agenda 21
Quarterly, indicating for each issue the - (i) date; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost;
(iii) number printed; and (iv) cost of production.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Planning and Local Government is:
Issue 16 of Agenda 21 Quarterly - was produced in March 1998, 8500 copies were produced at a total cost of
$6650.
Issue 17 was published in July 1998,9000 copies were produced at a total cost of$7850.
Issue 18 was published in September 1998, 14,000 copies were produced at a total cost of $9,560.

Premier: Proactive newsletter
1816. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of issues 1 to 16 of PROACTIVE newsletter,
indicating for each issue the - (i) date; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) number
printed; and (iv) total cost of production.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

11 issues were produced between 1 April 1996 and March 1998. Details are as follows:
Date of issue

May 1996
October 1996
January 1997
March 1997
July 1997
October 1997
January 1998
March 1998
June 1998
September 1998
December 1999

Number printed

2.500
7.000

2.500
2.500
3.200
3.700
2.600
3.000
3.500
3.500
4.000

Production costs

Distribution costs

$

$

1.000
2.005
1.847
1.455
2.065
1.966
1.628
862
2.165
3.700
2.180

1.760
2.160
1.760
1.760
2.240
2.160
1.840
2.160
2.240
2.340
1.593

Health: Guidelines for Impiantable Spinal Therapies booklet
1818. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the Guidelines
for Implantable Spinal Therapies booklet - (i) what were the total advertising and public relations costs for
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the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distnbution of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were
printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.

ANSWER:
I am advised that this booklet was not produced under the Department of Human Services' direct auspices; I would
be grateful if the Honourable Member would provide me with a copy of the booklet so that I may make further
enquiries on her behalf.

Finance: AY about Workcover for Workers
1819. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the All about
Workcover for Workers booklet - (i) what were the total advertising and public relations costs for the
booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were
printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:
(i) There were no advertising or public relations costs for the booklet.

(ii) The cost of the initial print run of 10,000 copies was $8,969; the booklet was distributed to insurers,
Workcover branches etc at no cost.
(iii) A reprint of 10,000 was required at a cost of$8,969 and distributed free of charge at the Royal Melbourne
Show.
(iv) Tenders were called for from three printing companies.

Health: physical activity booklet
1821. THE HON. M. M. GOLTLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the Towards a
Victorian Physical Activity Strategy: Active for Life booklet - (i) what were the total advertising and public
relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution of the booklet; (iii) how
many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called
ANSWER:
(i) There were no advertising and public relations costs for the booklet, as there was no launch. Active for Life
public relations are funded entirely by VicHealth.
(ii) The costs of printing and distribution of the booklet were $13,030.
(iii) 10,000 booklets were printed of which approximately 9,114 have been distributed.
(iv) Tenders were not called but competitive quotations were obtained according to Government Purchasing Board
Guidelines.

Sport: pbysical activity booklet
1822. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the Towards a Victorian Physical Activity Strategy: Activefor Life
booklet - (i) what were the total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost
of printing and distribution of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv)
were tenders called.
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ANSWER:

This is a joint initiative with the Department of Human Services and other organisations and I therefore refer the
Honourable Member to the response provided by the Honourable Rob Knowles, Minister for Health, to Question
No. 1821.

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 442, 13 April 1999, page 121}

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Greek
1824. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Greek - (i) what were the total
advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution of the
booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Turkish
1825. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Turkish - (i) what were the
total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution
of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Chinese
1826. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Chinese - (i) what were the
total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution
of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Russian
1827. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Russian - (i) what were the
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total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution
of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
A-~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Italian
1828. THE DON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Italian - (i) what were the total
advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution of the
booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called
A-"ISWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Spanish
1829. THE DON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Spanish - (i) what were the
total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution
of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANS\VER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Arabic
1830. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Arabic - (i) what were the
total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and distribution
of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.
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Attorney-General: retail tenants booklet published in Vietnamese
1831. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the Retail Tenants booklet published in Vietnamese - (i) what were
the total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) what was the cost of printing and
distribution of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders
called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
The Retail Tenants booklet is not published by the Department of Justice. Retail Tenancies falls under the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business.

Premier: Arts 21
1832. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of all issues of the Arts 21 booklet produced in 1998,
indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer;
and (vii) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Arts 21 booklet was not produced in 1998.

Premier: Literary Awards pamphlet
1833. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of the Premier's Literary Awards pamphlet,
indicating - (i) the total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) the cost of printing and
distribution of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders
called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The printing of material for the 1998 Premier's Literary Awards was sponsored by Document Printing Australia
550 pamphlets were produced at no cost to the State Library or the Premier's Literary Awards.

Premier: Building the future - Melbourne's cultural infrastructure booklet
1834. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of the Building the foture - Melbourne's cultural
infrastructure booklet, indicating - (i) the total advertising and public relations costs for the booklet; (ii) the
cost of printing and distribution of the booklet; (iii) how many booklets were printed and distributed; and (iv)
were tenders called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
20,000 booklets were produced at a total cost of$9,825.
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Conservation and Land Management: science and technology capabilities booklet
1836. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What are the details of the NRE
Science and Technology - A Synopsis ofthe Science & Technology Capabilities ofthe Department of
Natural Resources Environment June 1998, booklet, indicating - (i) how many booklets were produced;
(ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production;
(v) the name of the printer; and (vi) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
A total of 1000 copies were produced at a total cost of $7,240. The printer was Regent Press.

Premier: Information VICtoria - Local History postcard
1838. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of the Information Victoria: Local History postcard
that was inserted in Update - The Information Victorian Newsletter, issue No. 34, indicating - (i) the total
advertising and public relations costs for the postcard; (ii) the cost of printing and distribution of the
postcard; (iii) how many postcards were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Print and production costs were approximately $800 plus $200 for insertion into the Information Victoria Update
Newsletter issue no. 34.

Premier: Information Victoria - Networked Information Services postcard
1839. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): What are the details of the Infonnation Victoria: Networked Information
Services postcard that was inserted in Update - The Infonnation Victorian Newsletter, issue no. 34,
indicating - (i) the total advertising and public relations costs for the postcard; (ii) the cost of printing and
distribution of the postcard; (iii) how many postcards were printed and distributed; and (iv) were tenders
called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response provided to Question 1659.

[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 442, 13 April 1999, page 91]

Treasurer: Vencorp Longford inspections
1840. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): How many inspections have been undertaken by Vencorp of the Esso Longford plant since the
establishment ofVencorp.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Vencorp's statutory functions include responsibility for the wholesale gas market and system security functions for
the operation of the gas transmission system.
Vencorp does not, as part of its statutory functions, inspect gas production facilities.

Treasurer: Vencorp Longford inspections
1841. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to those inspections of the Esso Longford plant conducted by Vencorp since the
establishment ofVencorp what was the - (i) nature of the inspections undertaken; (ii) duration of each
inspection; and (iii) date of each inspection.
ANSWER:

1 am informed that:
Refer to answer for question number 1840.
[HansardReference: Legislative Council, Vol. 442, 13 April 1999,page 125}

Finance: Workcover newspaper advertisements
1842. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
newspaper advertisements ''Workcover's new partner in safety", "Hundreds update workplace skills",
"Amcor gets into the health and safety spirit", "Ford wins top safety award" and '''I can still hear him scream
as he fell" published on 29 October 1998 - (i) in which newspapers were these advertisements published;
and (ii) what was the total cost.
ANSWER:
(i) These five advertisements formed one advertorial page published on 29 October 1998 in Age, The Herald Sun,
and Stock & Land;

(ii) The total cost of these advertisements (advertorial pages) was $5755.10

Treasurer: winter power bill advertising billboard
1843. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the billboard situated on the Westgate Freeway exit at South Melbourne,
advertising the $60 winter power bill rebate - (i) what was the total cost of production; (ii) which
companies were involved in the billboard's production; and (iii) were tenders called.
ANSWER:

1 am informed that:
(i) $3,000
(ii) Leeds Media

(iii) Leeds Media holds the Government's Master Agency Media Service (MAMS) contract, therefore no tenders
are necessaI)'.
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Finance: Workcover billboard advertising
1844. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
Workcover billboard advertising workers' safety situated at Mobil's Altona refinery plant - (i) what was
the total cost of production; (ii) which companies were involved in the billboard's production; and (iii) were
tenders called.
ANSWER:

The billboard at Mobil' s Altona refinery plant was erected by Mobil' s environmental health services administration
to promote various safety messages to employees.

Attorney-General: leased properties and buildings
1845. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the properties and buildings leased or owned by agencies and statutory
bodies within the Department of Justice - (i) what is the address of each property or building owned by the
Department or body and what is its purpose; and (ii) what is the address of each property or building leased
by the Department or body and what is its purpose.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable member's question is:
The Department of Justice and the agencies and statutory bodies funded by the Department own or lease a
significant number of separate buildings, many of which are used for a variety of purposes. Accordingly, the time
and resources required to prepare the detailed response sought are not warranted

Premier: leased properties and buildings
1846. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the properties and buildings leased or owned by all agencies
and statutory bodies within the Department of Premier and Cabinet - (i) what is the address of each
property or building owned by the Department or body and what is its purpose; and (ii) what is the address
of each property or building leased by the Department or body and what is its purpose.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Department of Premier and Cabinet and the agencies and statutory bodies funded by the Department own or
lease a considerable number of separate buildings and other facilities. Data regarding these buildings and facilities
is not kept in the format you seek. Accordingly, the time and resources required to prepare the detailed response
sought are not warranted

Agriculture and Resources: leased properties and buildings
1847. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the properties and buildings leased or
owned by all agencies and statutory bodies within the Department of Natural Resources and Environment (i) what is the address of each property or building owned by the Department or body and what is its
purpose; and (ii) what is the address of each property or building leased by the Department or body and what
is its purpose.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Department of Natural Resources and Environment and the agencies and statutory bodies funded by the
Department own or lease a considerable number of separate buildings and other facilities. Data regarding these
buildings and facilities is not kept in the format you seek. Accordingly, the time and resources required to prepare
the detailed response sought are not warranted.

Industry, Science and Technology: leased properties and buildings
1848. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to the properties and buildings leased or owned by all agencies and statutory bodies within the
Department of State Development - (i) what is the address of each property or building owned by the
Department or body and what is its purpose; and (ii) what is the address of each property or building leased
by the Department or body and what is its purpose.
ANSWER:

The Department of State Development and the agencies and statutory bodies funded by the Department own or
lease a considerable number of separate building and other facilities. I am advised that data regarding these
buildings is not kept in the format you seek. Accordingly, the time and resources required to prepare the detailed
response sought are not warranted.

Education: leased properties and buildings
1849. THE HON. M. M. GOl.J'LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the properties and buildings leased or owned by all agencies and
statutory bodies within the Department of Education - (i) what is the address of each property or building
owned by the Department or body and what is its purpose; and (ii) what is the address of each property or
building leased by the Department or body and what is its purpose.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and the agencies and statutory bodies funded by the Department own or lease a
considerable number of separate buildings and other facilities. Data regarding these buildings and facilities is not
kept in the format you seek. Accordingly, the time and resources required to prepare the detailed response sought
are not warranted.

Health: leased properties and buildings
1851. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the properties
and buildings leased or owned by all agencies and statutory bodies within the Department of Human
Services - (i) what is the address of each property or building owned by the Department or body and what
is its purpose; and (ii) what is the address of each property or building leased by the Department or body and
what is its purpose.
ANSWER:

The time and resources required to extract such detailed information cannot be justified, due to the number of
properties involved.
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Planning and Local Government: leased properties and buildings
1852. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to the properties and buildings leased or owned by
all agencies and statutory bodies within the Department of Infrastructure - (i) what is the address of each
property or building owned by the Department or body and what is its purpose; and (ii) what is the address
of each property or building leased by the Department or body and what is its purpose.
~~SWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Planning and Local Government is:
The Department of Infrastructure and the agencies and statutory bodies funded by the Department own or lease a
considerable number of separate buildings and other facilities. Data regarding these buildings and facilities is not
kept in the format you seek. Accordingly, the time and resources required to prepare the detailed response sought
are not warranted.

Health: advertising
1856. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What was the total cost of
the newspaper advertisement $268 million extra/or Victorian Hospitals published on 11 November 1998.
A~S\\'ER:

The total cost of the newspaper advertisement $268 million extrafor Victorian Hospitals published in the Herald
Sun on 11 November 1998 was $14,975.80.

Education: advertising
1857. THE HON. M. M. GOlJ"LD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What was the total cost of the newspaper advertisement An Open Letter to the
People o/Victoria published on 11 November 1998.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
No additional cost to the Department over and above normal supplements.

Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water drainage and development package
1858. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What was the total production and distribution
costs for Melbourne Water's Drainage and Development package, that included the brochure Watenvays
and Drainage System, Melbourne's Drainage Strategy and the Waterways and Drainage Group Fact Sheets,
Melbourne Water's Role in Urban Development, Drainage and Development, What is a property
Information Statement, Drainage Management through the Planning Framework, Drainage schemes and
urban development, Flood management, The impact ofredevelopment on the drainage system, Drainage
improvement works, Drainage and Melbourne Water QuestiOns and Answers and the Drainage and
Development Media Release.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the total cost was $8,041.50.
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Agriculture and Resources: Care about the bay
1859. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details ofMelboume Water's Care
about the bay leaflet, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number
printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer; and (v) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:

In 1997/98 40,000 Care about the bay leaflets were produced at a total cost of $4,806. The printer was Franklin
Printing.

Agriculture and Resources: Healthy Waterways
1860. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details ofMelboume Water's Healthy
Waterways leaflet, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number
printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer; and Cv) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:

In 1997/98 2,000 copies of the Health Waterways leaflet were produced at a total cost of $2,244. The printer was
A. C. Todd

Agriculture and Resources: stormwater and sewerage systems leaflet
1861. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details ofMelboume Water's Down
Under Down Under: Managing Melbourne's Stormwater and Sewerage Systems leaflet, indicating - (i)
details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv)
the name of the printer; and (v) whether tenders were called
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:

In 1997/98 2,000 copies of the Down Under Down Under: Managing Melbourne's Stormwater and Sewerage
Systems leaflet were produced at a total cost of$I,062.50. The printer was A. c. Todd.

Agriculture and Resources: Water is Life
1862. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the recent advertisement titled Water
is Life, what are the - (i) cost of the advertisements; (ii) dates on which advertisements were placed; and
(iii) media outlets in which they were placed
ANSWER:

I am infonned that:

In relation to Yarra Valley Water's Water is Life community education column:
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(i) The cost is approximately $23,400 per month.
(ii) The advertorials are inserted on a weekly basis.
(iii) The advertorials have been placed in the following media outlets:
Diamond Valley News
Doncaster Templestowe News
Hea1esville Mountain News
Hume Moreland Observer
Lilydale Yarra Valley Express
Maroondah Mail
Moreland Courier
Moreland Sentinel
Northcote Leader

Prahran Malvern Southern Cross
Preston Post Times
Progress Press
Sherbrooke District Free Press
The Heidelberger
Waverley Gazette
Whitehorse Gazette
Whittlesea Post
Yarra Ranges Post

Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority
1863. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the Central Highlands Region Water
Authority - (i) who are the current members of the Authority; (ii) what is each member's current level of
remuneration; (iii) what consultants were engaged during 1996-97 and what was the purpose of each
consultancy; and (iv) what was the value of each consultancy.

ANSWER:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Question on Notice numbered 1522.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vol. 442, 13 April 1999, page 87]

Agriculture and Resources: Victorian Landcare
1864. THE HO~. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of all issues of Victorian
Landcare produced since 1 April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of
each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of
production; (vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were called

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Agriculture and Resources.

Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water grants to community groups
1865. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to grants for 1996-97 and 1997-98 to
community groups from Melbourne Water - (i) which organisations were funded, indicating the project
and amount of funding in each case; and (ii) which organisations were not funded, giving details of the
project and funds requested in each case.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Details of grants by Melbourne Water to community groups along the lines requested by the Honourable Member
were supplied in response to Question on Notice numbered 1450 tabled on 6 October 1998, a copy of which is
attached.
[Hansard Reforence: Legislative Council, Vo!. 440, 6 October 1998, page 420J

Health: advertising
1866. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What was the total cost of
the newspaper advertisement $268 million extra for Victorian Hospitals published on 12 November 1998.
ANSWER:

The total cost of the newspaper advertisement $268 million extra/or Victorian Hospitals published in The Age on
12 November 1998 was $l3,983.20

Education: advertising
1867. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): What was the total cost of the newspaper advertisement $70 million more/or our
schools - Part 0/$1 billion over four years published on 11 November 1998.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
No additional cost to the Department over and above normal supplements.

Treasurer: $60 off your winter electricity bill leaflet
1868. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): What are the details of the $60 offyour winter electricity bill leaflet, indicating - (i) details of
distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of
the printer; and (v) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
(i) The leaflet was mailed out with the distribution company's electricity accounts and surplus leaflets were made
available to the Office of the Regulator General, the Electricity Ombudsman, and Australian Post for
distribution and information, cost of distribution was $4,000.
(ii) 2.3 million copies printed
(iii) Cost of art and printing $28,900
(iv) Edit Media
(v) In accordance with the VGPB Guidelines on purchasing, written quotations (5) were sought

Education: school swimming programs
1869. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to school swimming programs - (i) what programs are currently offered
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to Victorian Government schools; (ii) what total hours were spent by government primary school students in
swimming lessons for each of the past five years; (iii) what total hours were spent by government secondary
schools students in swimming lessons for each of the past five years; and (iv) how many government schools
offered swimming lesson programs in each of the past five years.
ANSWER:

I am informed as follows:
(i) Currently there are a variety of water safety programs offered to Victorian government schools including
Vicswim's Learn to Swim and Water Safety Program, the Royal Life Saving Society of Victoria's Aquapass
Program and a variety of programs offered through local government and private pool providers.
(ii) The vast majority of primary schools offer comprehensive water safety programs and the 1998 school census
indicates that 96.4% of government primary schools are currently offering a water safety program. The
duration and scope of programs vary from school to school depending on local needs and circumstances. The
Department of Education does not have data on the total number of hours spent by government primary school
students in swimming lessons for any of the last five years.
(iii) The Department of Education does not collect this data.
(iv) Data from the 1998 school census shows that 1207 primary schools, 38 P-12 and 198 secondary colleges were
offering water safety programs for their students in 1998. Data is not available prior to 1998.

Housing: stock acquisition targets
1870. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What were the Office of Housing's stock acquisition targets and actual figures for
1996-97, including the - (i) cost; (ii) dwelling type; and (iii) suburb.
A.,"SWER:

The Office of Housing expends funds on purchase or construction of dwellings, which may be "handed over" in
that year or a following year, depending upon the lead time required to progress through the various approvals,
consultation, redevelopment or construction processes involved. For major redevelopment projects, these processes
may take several years and there is not a direct correlation between acquisition expenditure and the number of
properties acquired in a year. An ongoing program of acquisitions is maintained, which provides for general
acquisitions of housing sizes and locations that are appropriate for a wide range of clients, and for the opportunity
to be taken to respond to emerging trends in the housing market, and to respond to emerging client needs.
In terms of targets, the Office of Housing undertakes an analysis to determine the acquisition program. This
includes analysis of need, stock numbers and stock turnover rates and works on the capital program. The targets are
established for a planning period which spans financial years, and they are developed on a Regional basis and may
be refined to LGA level. Targets are expressed in terms of number of bedrooms required (rather than type of
property). Specific cost targets are not established, as the cost of purchase is determined by the requirement to
purchase within the limit set by the Valuer General, and the cost of construction is determined through a rate of
return model.

During 1996/97 an aggregate planning target of 1,970 properties was established, and 1,896 properties were
acquired (figures include community owned properties). The total cost of the 1,616 Director of Housing owned
properties was $168m, including land, building and administration costs. In aggregate, the average cost of this
stock acquisition was some $104,000 per property. This figure includes a range of locations, programs and stock
types, with various cost structures, including higher costs and longer time frames associated with purpose built
dwellings and physical modifications to provide accommodation for people with frail age or disability.
The attached table shows average unit costs by property type and Local Government Area. Details of acquisitions
are published in the department's annual publication "Summary o/Housing Assistance Programs ", (copy attached)
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Stock Acquisitions (DoH) by Dwelling type, Total Cost and LGA -1996-97

Information includes cost of properties purchased and constructed, including purpose-built properties with six bedrooms (community
residential units) for people with disabilities needing support, and includes stock modified for people with disabilities.
LGA
~T

BALLARAT
BANYULE
BASS COAST
BAWBAW
BAYSIDE
BOROONDARA
BRIMBANK
CAMPASPE
CASEY
CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS
COLAC-OTWAY
CORANGAMITE
DAREBIN
EAST GIPPSLAND
FRANKSTON
GLENEIRA
GLENELG
GREATER BENDlGO
GREATERDANDENONG
GREATER GEELONG
GREATERSHEPPARTON
HOBSONSBAY
HORS HAM
HUME
KINGSTON
KNOX
LATROBE
MANNINGHAM
MARIBYRNONG
MAROONDAH
MELBOURNE
MELTON
MILAWA
MILDURA
MITCHELL
MOIRA
MONASH
MOONEE VALLEY
MORELAND
MORNINGTON PENINSULA
MOUNT ALEXANDER
MURRINDINDI
INILLUMBIK
NORTHERN GRAMPIANS
PORT PHILLIP
SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS
STONNINGTON
STRATHBOGIE
SWAN HILL
WARRNAMBOOL
WHITEHORSE
WHlTILESEA
WODONGA
WYNDHAM
YARRA
YARRA RANGES
AveJ"32e

Separate House Semi detached Medium density

Flat low rise

Movable unit

Average cost

Average cost

Average cost

Average cost
$187179
$96,402
$121,411
$85,930
$96,041
$214,618
$108,820
$117,639
$112,973

$126,630

$83,933
$90,157
$107,723
$110,696

Average cost
$88096
$96,468
$103,146
$83,598
$94,905
$130,841
$61,255
$95,565
$107,555
$87,870

$96,615
$90,076

$17,530

$107,686
$96,041
$87,880

$18,749

$65,979
$101,932
$117,528
$104,993
$109,396
$153,999
$107,909
$115,997
$105,526
$107,496
$260,516
$115,653
$126,823
$149,917
$127,082
$98,531
$155,623
$105,396
$189,157

$91,251
$86,414

$100,536
$167,204
$122,845

$139,791
$114,943
$165,661

$87,015
$99,429
$98,496
$79,559
$101,198
$80,402
$93,258
$301,692

$76,239

$107,913
$139,763
$87,566

$89,668
$85,568
$105,557
$95,700
$84,041
$133,576
$82,762
$87,378
$91,235
$92,615
$98,740
$92,805
$82,443
$99,641
$100,907
$115,124
$71,176
$145,746
$121,168
$123,282
$168,712
$87,260
$81,753
$89,199
$81,711
$120,312
$123,884
$127,328
$130,298
$80,759
$106,085

$87,106

$17,167
$11,374

$91,158
$96,909
$82,557
$16,149
$77,373
$82,884
$16,561
$85,347
$84,871
$64,290
$63,638
$68,698

$78,939
$76,940

$17,184
$16,499

$89,799
$17,749

$123,547
$91,093
$160,366

$112,693
$156,520
$159,150
$99,687
$109,040
$146,238
$104,908
$121965

$102,785
$101,944
$116,285

510t.371

$81,154
$132,563
$79,545
$71,031
$85,712
$111,969
$98,458
$84,409
$86,807
$166,377
$97,652
$103.015

$112,570

$106,683
$123,313

$7,499

$111,184
5102.947

$18,424
$16.122

All Types

Average cost
$137637
$96,467
$96,054
$83,890
$95,189
$137,614
$71,380
$97,180
$109,590
$90,823
$65,979
$97,844
$85,568
$101,422
$100,308
$88,550
$124,282
$82,762
$93,125
$92,409
$90,742
$93,167
$102,453
$93,513
$90,879
$101,191
$112,573
$70,652
$147,392
$106,596
$126,942
$168,712
$87,260
$82,940
$85,151
$81,711
$120,312
$116,697
$96,671
$124,103
$79,651
$94,889
$17.749
$123,547
$91,093
$160,366
$81,154
$124,659
$79,545
$92,314
$96,278
$113,284
$121,504
$87,464
$94,218
$121,541
$93,821
$1037<r1
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Housing: stock acquisition targets
1871. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What were the Office of Housing's stock acquisition targets and actual figures for
1997-98, including the - (i) cost; (ii) dwelling type; and (iii) suburb.
ANSWER:
The Office of Housing expends funds on purchase or construction of dwellings, which may be "handed over" in
that year or a following year, depending upon the lead time required to progress through the various approvals,
consultation, redevelopment or construction processes involved. For some major redevelopment projects, these
processes may take several years and there is not a direct correlation between acquisition expenditure and the
number of properties acquired in a year. An ongoing program of acquisitions is maintained, which provides for
general acquisitions of housing sizes and locations that are appropriate for a wide range of clients, and for the
opportunity to be taken to respond to emerging trends in the housing market, and to respond to emerging client
needs.

In terms of targets, the Office of Housing undertakes an analysis to determine the acquisition program. This
includes analysis of need, stock numbers and stock turnover rates and works on the capital program. The targets are
established for a planning period which spans fmancial years, and they are developed on a Regional basis and may
be refined to LGA level. Targets are expressed in terms of number of bedrooms required (rather than type of
property). Specific cost targets are not established, as the cost of purchase is determined by the requirement to
purchase within the limit set by the Valuer General, and the cost of construction is determined through a rate of
return model.

During 1997/98 an aggregate planning target of 1,900 was established and 1,791 properties were acquired (figures
include community owned properties, and properties leased to provide locational flexibility). The total cost of the
1,577 Director of Housing owned properties was $187 million, including land, building and administration costs. In
aggregate, the average cost of stock acquisition was some $119,000. There was significant price escalation during
1998 in the property market, particularly the inner Melbourne metropolitan area. The average cost for property
acquisitions includes a range of programs and stock types, with various cost structures, including higher costs and
longer time frames associated with purpose built dwellings and physical modifications to provide accommodation
for people with frail age or disability.
The attached table shows average unit costs by property type and Local Government Area. Details of acquisitions
are published in the department's annual publication "Summary o/Housing Assistance Programs".
Stock Acquisitions (DoH) by Dwelling type, Total Cost and LGA -1997-98
Infonnation includes cost of properties purchased and constructed, including purpose -built properties with six bedrooms (community
residential units) for people with disabilities needing support, and includes stock modified for people with disabilities
LGA
Separate
Semi
Medium
Movable
Rooming
Flat Low Rise
All Types
House
Density
Detached
Units
Houses

Average cost Average cost
ALPINE
ARARAT
BALLARAT
BANYULE
BASS COAST
BAWBAW
BAYSIDE
BOROONDARA
BRIMBANK
CAMPASPE
CARDINIA
CASEY
CENTRAL GOLDFIELDS
COLAC-OTWAY
CORANGAMITE

$108,300
$113,858
$120,304
$198,336

$75,885
$131,901
$58,328

$109,203
$286,683
$149,794
$140,644
$101,816
$126,958
$119,920

$117,149

$116,190

Average cost Average cost Average cost
$84,665
$98,369
$119,487
$81,834
$124,850
$119,956
$155,687
$117,851
$113,934
$98,440
$98,020
$89,643
$80,380
$88,669

$71,255
$88,734

$12,777
$5,414

$105,377
$162,080
$108,864

$14,336

Average cost Average cost
$108,300
$94,396
$86,050
$131,858
$70,731
$120,938
$140,435
$160,690
$128,269
$122,837
$99,349
$108,976
$89,643
$83,204
$88,669
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LGA

DAREBIN
DELATITE
EAST GIPPSLAND
FRANKSTON
GLENEIRA
GLENELG
GOLDEN PLAINS
GREATER BENDlGO
GREATERDANDENONG
GREATER GEELONG
GREATERSHEPPARTON
HEPBURN
HOBSONSBAY
HORSHAM
HUME
INDIGO
KINGSTON
KNOX
LA TROBE
MACEOON RANGES
MANNINGHAM
MARIBYRNONG
MAROONDAH
MELBOURNE
MELTON
MILAWA
MILDURA
MITCHELL
MOIRA
MONASH
MOONEE VALLEY
MOORABOOL
MORELA.l\lD
MORNINGTON
PENINSULA
INILLUMBIK
INORTHER.N GRA.M:PIANS
PORT PHILLIP
SOlITHERN GRAMPIANS
STONNINGTON
SWAN HILL
WARRNAMBOOL
WELLINGTON
WHITEHORSE
[WHI1TLESEA
WOOONGA
WYNDHAM

IVARRA
IVARRA RANGES
IVA.RRIA.MBIACK
Average
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Separate
House

Semi
Detached

Medium
Density

Flat Low Rise

Average cost Average cost Average cost

Average cost

S98,833

S93,757

SI55,109
S120,813
SI06,605
S126,000

SI02,866

SIIO,316

SI04,OOO
S96,018
S133,359
S91,244

Movable
Units

Rooming
Houses

Average cost Average cost
$15,701

$109,956
$89,646
$202,799

$119,372
$479,166
$144,463
$102,591

S121,889

$148,843
$209,114
$256,987

$149,632
$110,987
$161,254
$164,731
$94,661

$116,190
$115,618
$117,354
$106,874
$169,757
$185,515
$97,882
$222,907
$116,114

$101,012
$92,900

SI72,353

$107,299
$115,491

$347,486
$141,488

S129,66O

$82,044
$78,400

$12,994
$5,414

S92,536
$12,236
S70,306
$8,013
$6,497
$14,997
$75,827
$124,310
$144,898
$5,955
$81,218

S9O,925
S96,469

$12,994

$95,995
$64,892

$130,038

S98,856
$110,518
$134,883
SI 06,863
SI94,463
$129,710
$146,791
$123,946

S102,563
$102,335
$102,976
S108,526
$114,754
$107,516
$98,927
SI01,541
$115,025
S114,243
$129,968
$70,921
$71,719
$140,350
$117,777
$134,309
$148,370
$92,313
$105,471
$91,734
$89,167
$118,680
$146,925
S132,653

$194,939

S130,541
$122,452

$130,121
$76,376
$161,202
S101,380
S98,698

S125,514

$149,797
S116,308
$98,631
$105,911

$122,135

$140,801

$63,291

$12,994

$97,504
S237,364
$85,913
$153,405

$88,034

$124,443

5115,399

5104,101

511,034

Average cost
S103,516
SI20,813
SI04,744
S110,655
S130,560
S93,968
$85,060
$104,801
$106,751
$105,082
$107,359
$125,232
S109,616
$98,927
$102,804
$115,025
SI91,664
S127,455
$76,018
$60,375
$142.671
$105,270
$149,350
$163,124
$88,312
$107,002
$101,280
$96,680
$114,744
$135,761
$124,418
$97,882
$117,319
$108,727

S85,060
S121,588
$133,307
$121,883
$130,399
SI40,949
$148,006

All Types

563,291

$202,520
$141,488
$125,952
$87,616
$134,354
S122,833
SI 16,791
SI06,863
$148,445
$116,486
$106,641
$104,271
$97,504
$159,934
$85,913
5118,794

Youth and Community Services: youth hotJine
1872. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the Youth Hotline - (i) on what date was the
Hotline established; (ii) how many calls were received; and (iii) what types of issues were raised.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that:
A Youth Hotline was proposed in the latter part of 1998 as part of the government's strategy to enhance
communication between the members of the Premier's Youth Council and other young Victorians.
It was determined that the most appropriate and efficient means of communication would be an e-mail 'hotline'
direct to the Premier's Youth Council. This was established in December 1998.
A dedicated website for the Premier's Youth Council is also being developed to facilitate communication from
young Victorians.
Until these services have been fully established and promoted to Victoria's young people, no meaningful analysis
of their usage is possible.

Housing: consultancies
1873. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the Office of Housing for the period January 1997 to October 1998,
what are the details of all consultancies, indicating the - (i) original tender cost; (ii) final cost; (iii)
successful tender; (iv) nature of the tender process; (v) purpose of the consultancy; (vi) expected completion
date; and (vii) actual completion date.
ANSWER:

The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00, 000 are published in the Annual Report of the Department.

Housing: Office of Housing surveys and polling
1874. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the Office of Housing, what are the details of all surveys and polling
conducted by or on behalf of the Office of Housing, including the - (i) cost; (ii) purpose; (iii) organisations
involved in designing and administering the surveyor poll; (iv) expected completion date; (v) actual
completion date; and (vi) details of the fIndings.
ANSWER:

The time and resources required to extract such detailed information cannot be justified, due to the lack of a
specifIed period in which such surveys or polling occurred.

Health: Department of Human Senices surveys and polling
1875. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
Department of Human Services, what are the details of all surveys and polling conducted, including the(i) cost; (ii) purpose; (iii) organisations involved in designing and administering the surveyor poll; (iv)
expected completion date; (v) actual completion date; and (vi) details of the findings.
ANSWER:

This question is similar to Legislative Council Question Number 718, to which I have already responded.

[HansardReference: Legislative Council, Vo!. 439,19 May 1998, page 1290J

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

COUNCIL

138

Tuesday, 13 April 1999

Housing: Transitional Housing Program consultancies
1876. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What are the details of any consultancies awarded as part of the Transitional Housing
Program for - (i) the development of computer systems; (ii) the development of programs; and (iii) the
development of training.
ANSWER:

A contract for the development of computer systems, programs and training for the Transitional Housing Program
was awarded to KCS Computer Services for $613,825.
The Office of Housing commenced implementation of the Transitional Housing Program in mid 1997. This
program provides housing for homeless and impending homeless people, and is now delivered through
community-based service providers across Victoria
An information system has been specifically developed to support these arrangements and is also intended to be
used for the long term housing and other community housing programs.

This information system project has been developed and implemented in 3 phases over the last 18 months.
Phase I, utilising the KCS financial management system modules, has provided the ability to record financial
information and transactions.
Phase 2, which required the development of an interim Transitional Housing Management (THM) System, now
provides the ability to capture and record key client and property details.
Phase 3, the final THM system, has been developed and is currently being implemented across the State.
The systems development and training work in all phases of this project, and the cost to date covers:
-

system licensing requirements

-

preparation of Requirements Definitions for each system module

-

technical systems design documentation
system programming
system testing; and

-

user training.

Conservation and Land Management: illegal dumping of medical wastes
1877. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the report in The
Herald-Sun on 10 October 1998, regarding illegal dumping of medical wastes in the Patterson River, what
are the details of - (i) the Environment Protection Authority program for the clean up of this material; (ii)
the Authority's efforts to detect those responsible for the dumping; and (iii) any program of further
surveillance being undertaken to prevent further illegal dumping.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice numbered 571.
[Hansard Reforence: Legislative Assembly, Vo!. 442, 23 March 1999, page 2II}
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Conservation and Land Management: illegal dumping of medical wastes
1878. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the report in The
Herald-Sun on 5 November 1998, regarding the Environment Protection Authority's failure to take details
from Mr. Bill Jacobs ofCarrum as a result of the further discovery of medical waste in the Patterson River,
what action is the Minister taking to investigate the failure of the Authority to give this matter the serious
attention it deserved.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Honourable Member is referred to the response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice numbered 572.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vo!. 442, 23 March 1999, page 212}

Conservation and Land Management: illegal dumping of medical wastes
1879. TIlE HO:\". M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the reports in The
Herald-Sun in October and November 1998 of the illegal dumping of medical wastes in the Patterson
River - (i) how many extra staffwere engaged by the Environment Protection Authority to assist with the
clean up and investigation ofthe incidents; (ii) what steps have been taken by the authority to advise the
public of any health risks associated with this dumping; and (iii) what are the plans and progress of the clean
up and investigation ofthese incidents.
ANSWER:

I am informed that:
The Honourable Member is referred to the responses to Legislative Assembly Questions on Notice numbered 573
and 574.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vol. 442, 23 March 1999, page 2l2}

Health: tenders
1880. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to each
Department and agency responsible to the Minister, what are the details of all tenders called for in the
1996-97 and 1997-98 financial years, including - (i) the description of services to be provided; (ii) the
amount of the tender; (iii) the names of organisations which tendered; and (iv) the name of each successful
tenderer.
ANSWER:

The time and resources required to extract such detailed information cannot be justified, due to the number of
tenders involved.
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