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PAPERS

Wednesday, 18 November 1998
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took the
chair at 10.02 a.m. and read the prayer.

CHAMBER: SOUND SYSTEM
The PRESIDENT - Order! Honourable members
have received a couple of messages from me about an
examination currently being undertaken involving the
acoustics of this chamber, the ability ofHansard to
accurately record proceedings on tapes, the fact that
traditional Hansard skills are on the wane, and the fact
that parliaments around Australia are moving to
tape-based reporting systems. The Parliament currently
has the services of a consultant to whom a number of
honourable members have spoken. Others are free to do
so; he is in the building again today. When his report
has been received it will be examined, but
implementation will not take place until there has been
further consultation with honourable members.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMfITEE
Budget estimates
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) presented report
for 1~99, together with appendices and minutes of
evidence.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) (By
leave) - As honourable members know, when
presenting reports I always say, 'This is another
important report from the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee' - and it is. The report follows
in the tradition of work undertaken by the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee, and the committee
is proud of the role it plays in advancing the cause of
public sector reform. In particular, I recommend that
honourable members read chapters 2, 3 and 4 of the
report, which continue in that tradition. I thank the
secretary and staff of the committee for their terrific
work, particularly Michele Comwell and Frances
Essaber, and the good work ofSharell Cook who was
seconded from the Victorian Auditor-General's Office
for this report.
Laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

Laid on table by Clerk:
Ballarat Health Services - Report, 1997-98 (two papers).
Edenhope and District Memorial Hospital - Minister for
Health's report of 16 November 1998 of receipt of the
1997-98 report.
Fisheries ~Management Council- Report, 1997-98.
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 - Notice pursuant to
section 32(4) in relation to Amendment 3 of the Building
Code of Australia, 1996.
Mental Health Act 1986 - Report of Community Visitors,
1997-98.
Murray Valley Citrus Marketing Board - Report, 1997-98.
ParliamentaIy Committees Act 1968 - Minister's response
to recommendations in Economic Development Committee's
Report upon The Economic Impact of Business Migration in
Victoria
Robinvale District Hospital and Health Services - Report,
1997-98 (two papers).
A Statutory Rule under the Meat Industry Act 1993 No. 136.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Minister's exemption
certificate under section 9(6) in respect of Statutory Rule
No. 136/1998.
Victorian Relief CommitteeMinister's report of 17 November 1998 offailure
to submit 1997-98 report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1997-98.
Water Training Centre - Minister for Agriculture and
Resources' report of 13 November 1998 of receipt of the
1997-98 report.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for IndustIy,
Science and Technology) - I advise the house that the
Minister for Health is currently overseas on government
business and I will be representing him today in the
house.

WORKCOVER:DANGEROUSGOODS
LICENSING
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) move:

I

That this house condemns the government and the Minister
for Finance for placing the community in danger by failing to
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properly licence and regulate the transportation, storage and
handling of dangerous goods under the Dangerous Goods Act
1985.

The opposition has brought this motion today to
highlight the danger in which the community has been
placed. Parliament owes it to the workers that were
killed and injured at Longford and all the people who
risk their lives every day in transporting and handling
dangerous goods to ensure that proper systems are in
place for the licensing and regulation of dangerous
goods in Victoria The fact is that has not occurred. The
government cannot simply pass the buck on to the
Victorian Workcover Authority, as the minister has
attempted to do.
On 27 October in response to a question from me the

minister had this to say:
... I do not make any attempt to excuse the circumstances
surrounding the issuing of a licence to Esso and that I have
made my disappointment very clear to the Victorian
Workcover Authority.

The minister did not say how long the practice of
backdating dangerous goods licences has been going
on.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - You don't want to unearth
that because it will embarrass you more than it will me.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We are interested
in the truth, Minister, irrespective of whom it affects. I
am happy to put that on the record The minister did not
say how long the practice had been going on, nor did he
say how widespread the practice was.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - I am more interested in the
future than I am in the past.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- You cannot look
at the future until you have examined the mistakes you
have made in the past. That is what the Longford royal
commission is about and that is why these processes are
in place - something the minister would not
understand.
One would have thought that on something as
important as the issuing of dangerous goods licences,
particularly in the wake of the Longford disaster, the
minister would have accepted responsibility for the
practice of backdating licences and would have made a
substantive statement to Parliament. He did not.
Instead, when he was asked in Parliament to identify
how many of the 30 hazardous site licences had been
backdated, he could not and would not do it.

Hon. R. M. Hallam intetjected
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Well, he could
not.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - No, I did not say that.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - He told the
Parliament that he had been briefed.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Yes.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - But that he did
not know how many. He did not come back to
Parliament - Hon. R. M. Hallam - No, I did not. I did not say I
didn't know. Do not fabricate the story. I did not say I
didn't know.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am happy that
you said that, Minister, because now you are saying that
you did know but that you refused to tell the
Parliament.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam intetjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You cannot have
it both ways - either you did or did not know. If you
knew and you refused to tell Parliament, you were
holding Parliament in absolute contempt.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - I will be holding you in
contempt-Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- You were
holding Parliament - Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Because of your propensity
to manipulate whatever is said - Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister on
this occasion said that he would be coming back to the
opposition on this question.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The opposition is
still waiting to find out, just as it is still waiting to find
out the real figure for industrial deaths in this state. On
several occasions the opposition has asked the minister
for that information because it keeps getting
information from the Victorian Workcover Authority
that 10 more deaths occurred than appear in the annual
report, but the minister still has not come back with any
reasonable response. Nor has the minister given an
adequate explanation of the reasons for describing a
2% hour inspection at Longford as rigorous.

WORKCOVER: DANGEROUS GOODS LICENSING

Wednesday, 18 November 1998

COUNCIL

Finally, despite repeated requests by the opposition, the
minister has not explained why the documents from the
VWA about the Longford licence state that the licence
application was received a month after the date on
which the licence expired
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - No, that is not true.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is what
the-Hon. R. M. HaIlam - That is not true. You are
fabricating again.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I will tell you
what I am going to do. I am going to take that
document from the VWA and ram it down your throat,
because the opposition has pointed out time and again
that the document says that the application was
received on 28 September 1998 - more than a month
after the expiry date - yet you keep saying that it was
received before the expiry date.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Something is not
correct The opposition is simply asking for an
explanation.
Hon. R. M. Hallam -It is your conclusion that is
not correct.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Minister, you
explain why the document says that, because I cannot
explain it
Hon. R. M. Ballam - No, you explain it; you are
making the story - Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You are the
minister. I can take only on face value what the
document says. In fact it was left to the Victorian
Workcover Authority to respond to the opposition's
revelation of the dangerous goods licence at Esso
Longford being backdated.
Bon. R. M. BaIlam - Revelation?
Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Did you bring
them up?
Bon. R. M. HaIlam - No.
Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS-Don'tyou think
it was a revelation that the dangerous goods licences
were--
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Bon. R. M. Hallam - The document was supplied
to you. You were given the document. How was it your
revelation?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The government
was finally forced into action by the press reports of the
backdated licences - the opposition revealed on
25 October that the main Esso licence had been
backdated and on 1 November it was revealed that the
licence for the heliport at Longford had also been
backdated. The licence for the main facility and the
licence for the heliport were both backdated.

On 2 November the Victorian Workcover Authority
issued a press release that not only confrrmed the
practice but also indicated, based on legal advice, that
persons who were continuing to handle dangerous
goods on the basis of backdated licences were doing so
without licences. The extraordinary press release refers
to a review having been ordered by Andrew Lindberg,
and states in part:
As at 1 November there were 30 major hazard sites and
458 dangerous goods sites in Victoria

The press release quotes Mr Lindberg:
A review of internal procedmes has shown that there has been
a practice of accepting last minute applications for renewals
which allowed insufficient time for the necessary inspections,
assessment and licence issue to be carried out before the
expiry date.

It further states:
The practice of issuing a licence renewal with a start date
prior to the actual date of issue has been ordered to cease.
This is based on legal advice obtained last week that a licence
can only technically take effect from the date issued by
Workcover.

That is a set of extraordinary admissions by the
Victorian Workcover Authority. However, the extent of
the malpractice involved in issuing licences cannot be
appreciated in relation only to the Longford dangerous
goods licence because it was common practice to also
backdate exemptions from dangerous goods licences,
and as the opposition has recently discovered,
dangerous goods driver licences.

I refer to a memo issued by G lenn Sargent, the director
of the authority's field services division. That officer is
now on extended annual leave and will never return
because he will be made a scapegoat by the
government The minister recently confirmed that
:Mr Sargent was on annual leave but failed to offer him
any further support.
The memo is dated 12 October and is headed 'Field
Services Staff Information'. Point 4 deals with
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extensions of dangerous goods driver licences. The
Victorian Workcover Authority is responsible for the
licences, which are required when transporting
dangerous goods throughout the state. Issues
concerning the licences are serious issues that affect
fundamental safety. I am sure Mr Hartigan is interested
in the issue because it is relevant to the daily carriage of
dangerous goods along the Geelong Road. The memo
states:
It is important that all staff are aware that Workcover does not
have the power to extend dangerous goods driver licences. It
has been brought to the attention of the certification and
licensing operational standards group that some Workcover
staff may not know this. Clearly, the issue of an 'extension' to
a DG driver licence would be invalid - the driver would still
be unlicensed and would be breaking the law ifheJshe
transported dangerous goods.
The most common reason drivers request a licence
'extension' is that they were 'unable' to attend a refresher
course before their licence expiry.

The memorandum points out that the practice of giving
extensions to dangerous goods driver licences is illegal.
The memo continues:
In this event, drivers requesting extensions must be advised
they are no longer licensed to transport dangerous goods and
that we cannot legally extend their licence. They must not
transport dangerous goods until they have obtained a new
licence, by fulfilling all the required conditions.

It is extraordinary that the head of the Field Services
Division of the Victorian Workcover Authority has
made such an admission on the issuing of a licence
extension in a memo that effectively states that if the
driver has not completed the refresher course there is no
licence to carry dangerous goods. The memo is a
warning to Victorian Workcover Authority officials
that the practice should cease.
The question is similar to that raised about the
backdating of licences. For how long have dangerous
goods licences been backdated? How many hundreds
of trucks have been carting dangerous goods around the
state without the drivers having dangerous goods
licences? What an indictment of the government and
the minister!
It is clear that the government has gambled with the
lives of Victorians and continues to do so. The
minister's incompetence is putting Victorian lives at
risk. He is so incompetent and arrogant that he is not
even interested in the debate. The opposition is raising
substantive issues about a Victorian Workcover
Authority practice of illegally extending dangerous
goods licences, but the minister could not care less. He
does not care if someone is killed, injured or maimed
on the roads. He does not care if a vehicle carrying

dangerous goods explodes. Ifhe cared he would be
sitting in his place listening to the debate intently and
taking note of the safety issues raised.
The minister is totally unconcerned about safety. He
stands condemned because he has compromised the
safety of the community and continues to do so. He has
allowed people without appropriate licences to drive
around the state carrying dangerous goods. Nothing
could be more serious than that. The Victorian
Workcover Authority has said to drivers, 'It is all right
for you to drive without a licence until such time as you
do a refresher course'. Accidents may well have
occurred as a result. I do not know. I am sure the
Victoria Police will be interested to know whether any
of the accidents registered over the past couple of years
have involved the transportation of dangerous goods by
people with such extensions to their licences. I expect a
range of people, Victoria Police included, would be
interested to know that some of the licences they saw
that had been issued by the Victorian Workcover
Authority were illegal. The memo states clearly:
... drivers requesting extensions must be advised they are no
longer licensed to transport dangerous goods and that we
cannot legally extend their licence.

The memo states that extensions to licences are illegal,
yet the minister is totally unconcerned. He will ask,
'What has been going on?', and issue another
statement.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - He will take it on notice.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We will get the
same non-answer to questions that are highly relevant
to the house and the community.
The matter is the responsibility of the minister under the
Dangerous Goods Act. Clause 27 of schedule 2 sets out
the conditions for the licensing of drivers:
Requiring licences to be obtained by persons in relation to ...
(b) the transport of dangerous goods .. ,

and prescribing the conditions to be complied with before
licences can be issued.

Clause 43 states:
The training or courses to be undergone or taken by any
persons who are self-employed or employed in or in
connection with the manufacture, import into Victoria,
storage, transfer, transport, sale or use of dangerous goods,
the method of approval of such training or courses and the
qualifications and registration required to be held by those
persons.

It is the minister's responsibility under the act to ensure

training and refresher courses are taken before the
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licence is extended That is clearly a responsibility of
the minister under the act.

Hon. R. M. HaDam - What do you mean by an
extension of the licence? You just said it cannot be
extended - make up your mind!

Regulation: 1205. Description: separation of packaged
dangerous goods by 5 metres as it applies to flammable liquid
stores at Longford and Long Island Point

There are a number of other exemptions, and the
regulations and their descriptions are listed as:
60 I(1)

Compliance with AS 194(}....1988, the storage and
handling offlarnmable and combustible liquids as it
pertains to section 5.2.2. Fail-safe solenoid valve for
high-level tanks and section 5.4 delivery hose and
nozzle as they pertain to tanks CS 1312 and CS 1313 in
accordance with conditions 1 and 2 ...

422

Requirements for industrial trucks as they pertain to
zone 1 and 2 process areas in accordance with
condition 3.

lOO7(c)

Overfill protection system.

lOO7(g)

Provision of overflow pipe as they pertain to vessel
GN 1306 in accordance with condition 4.

423(2)

Ignition sources in battery charging rooms in
accordance with condition 5.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister is
required to implement the act. The minister is right; the
licence cannot legally be extended. But that did not stop
the minister or the Victorian Workcover Authority.
Hon. R. M. HalIam - You are talking about the
extension oflicences in generic terms.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- The minister
should accept the criticism and take some action on the
Victorian Workcover Authority. Mr Hartigan might not
care about the trucks carrying dangerous goods going
up and down Geelong Road, but they are a danger to
the community. It is appalling that drivers transporting
dangerous goods might not be licensed, yet that is what
the memo is suggesting.
The opposition raises further concerns about the
practices of the Victorian Workcover Authority. It is
clear that not only have dangerous goods licences been
backdated but also exemptions from dangerous goods
licences - namely, licences at the Longford planthave been granted. New documents provided to the
opposition show that as long as four years ago the
Health and Safety Organisation, which was later
amalgamated with the Victorian Workcover Authority,
was involved in not just backdating licences but also
granting exemptions from dangerous goods licences.
I now table a document for the information of
honourable members because I know the minister does
not accept anything until it is provided in black and
white - even then, he usually tries to skim around the
contents of documents. This document, containing
information about two sets of exemptions to the
Longford dangerous goods licence, has been provided
to the opposition.
The document shows that the Esso Longford facility
was granted two exemptions to its dangerous goods
licence. The first exempted the Longford facility from
having to store flammable liquids at least 5 metres from
possible ignition sources; the second, which involved a
number of issues, reduced the number of restrictions on
industrial vehicles that operated in those areas.

A111ocarions are as identified on the marked site drawing
204-15219 dated December 1991, 5th revision.

That means a whole range of exemptions from the
Dangerous Goods Act have been granted to the Esso
Longford plant. Members need to understand that an
exemption from a dangerous goods licence is not
granted without a reason but because the organisation
involved is prepared to put in place safety precautions
that compensate for the exemption granted
A number of issues arise from the granting of the
exemptions I have read to the house. Firstly, according
to the document I have circulated this morning, the
application for the first exemption was received from
Esso on 24 May 1994, yet its commencement was
backdated to 2 May 1994. The second exemption
application was received on 27 October 1994, yet its
commencement was backdated 15 months to 27 July
1993.
Those actions to backdate exemptions raise concerns
about the laxity of the Victorian Workcover Authority
and its predecessor, the former Health and Safety
Commission. Perhaps more to the point, I was
staggered to discover that the expiry date for the
exemptions from the dangerous goods licences is
1 January 2100 - that is, more than lOO years hence!
That expiry date is listed on both exemption documents
despite the fact that licences must be renewed every
five years.

The first of the exemptions states:
... Esso Australia Ltd is exempt from the provision of the
following regulation of the Dangerous Goods (Storage and
Handling) Regulations 1989.

There can be only two possible explanations. Perhaps
the Victorian Workcover Authority has a millennium
bug problem, which would make a mockery of the
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VWA's latest video designed to inform industIy leaders
about their year 2000 responsibilities. Only a few days
ago Andrew Lindberg, the VWA chief executive, was
interviewed on the Jon Faine 3LO radio program about
the fact that the VWA had produced a video to advise
industIy on how to deal with the millennium bug. I
hope Jon Faine follows up the issue and asks Andrew
Lindberg how the VWA can produce a flashy video as
a public relations exercise, yet his organisation lists an
expiry date for exemptions to dangerous goods licences
as 2100. Mr Lindberg could say, 'This is not a
millennium bug problem; 2100 is accurate and we have
been granting exemptions to dangerous goods licences
to last for another 100 years'.
However, he cannot have it both ways: either the VWA
has a millennium bug problem, which makes a
mockery of its publicity about the problem, or the
VWA is granting exemptions to dangerous goods
licences until 2100. How much of this sort of evidence
needs to come to light before the minister is moved to
take action on what is happening at the VWA? The
information in the document raises serious questions
about the capacity of the authority to properly inspect
and regulate dangerous goods in Victoria It further
illustrates why the Longford royal commission should
investigate all the processes of the VWA because
Victorians are in danger as a result of its failure to
safeguard industry operations. It is becoming
increasingly clear that the minister is incompetent and
has no control over or management of what is
happening at the VWA. It is a law unto itself.
The authority has clearly engaged in practices that
potentially place the Victorian community in danger.
The minister must act on those practices and take firm
action to protect the community. That is his
responsibility as a Victorian minister, because I would
hate to be in his shoes if somebody who is not properly
licensed under the Dangerous Goods Act, either
because of the backdating of a licence exemption or
because that person was not properly licensed to drive
vehicles carrying dangerous goods in Victoria, is
involved in an accident. We do not know. I call on the
minister to explain, ifhe can, what special precautions
for the dangerous goods licence exemptions Esso had
put in place.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Why don't you read the
conditions of the exemption? You have the document
in front of you.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- Yes, Minister,
and it refers to other documents, which the opposition
does not have.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam so read them out.

There are special conditions,

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I invite the
minister to make available to the house the information
referred to in the paragraph that says:
Based on the information provided in the Esso Australia Ltd
application dated 30 March 1994 and its attachments and the
facsimile dated 22 April 1994 ...

I am not suggesting there are no special conditions in
this document, what I am saying is that the attachments
should be made available. I accept that there are
conditions, and I make two points: firstly, this is not the
entire documentation, and secondly, I invite the
minister to explain whether the special conditions were
followed at the Longford site. If these conditions were
not followed by Esso the Victorian Workcover
Authority has some responsibility because it has to
inspect to determine whether the special conditions are
being met to allow Esso to have the exemptions it
enjoys under the dangerous goods licence. I again invite
the minister to advise the house whether the special
conditions were being followed and the practical
precautions were in place at the time of the Longford
disaster.
The opposition has shown that the Victorian
Workcover Authority has been involved in backdating
dangerous goods licences and exemptions and made
those licence exemptions apply for 106 years.
Backdated extensions of dangerous goods driver
licences were also granted. How can one have any
confidence in the ability of the authority to properly
licence dangerous goods? What an appalling state of
affairs.
Hon. R. M. Hallam confidence.

The community has every

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister
keeps saying that. It is absolutely appalling that he is
not prepared to take on board the notion that perhaps
some practices at the Victorian Workcover Authority
should be reviewed. The government has simply
washed its hands of public safety. The minister proudly
shows that he is not concerned because he keeps
saying, 'Don't wony. Leave it up to the authority'.
When the Longford explosion occurred the government
attempted to argue that the authority had done its job
because it had undertaken rigorous inspections of the
site for the purposes of issuing a dangerous goods
licence. It turns out that these rigorous inspections
amounted to one inspection lasting 2% hours and
follow-up inspections.
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Hon. R. M HaIIam. - Why do you keep saying
that? It is not true.

Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS - Minister, you are
the one who said there were two rigorous inspections in
June and July prior to the issue of the licence. I am
simply reporting what you said to the house on a
number of occasions.
Hon. R. M. HaIIam. - 1bat also is not true.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You tried to walk
away from it by suggesting that other inspections
occurred before that, but these inspections related to the
renewal of the licence, the main inspection lasting for
2% hours. The Longford dangerous goods licence
contains 22 pages listing tanks, pressure vessels,
combustible liquid containers and dangerous goods
areas, such as gas plant 1. There are more than
100 separate listings in the licence. The inspector would
have had 97 seconds to locate and inspect each of those
items for the dangerous goods licence at Esso.
To put it into perspective, Longford is a40-hectare site
and there are 22 pages of listings under the Dangerous
Goods Act for containers, household combustible
liquids, ethanol, methanol, hydrogen peroxide,
nitrogen, refrigerant and a range of flammable and toxic
gases. The minister is saying that in 2% hours an
inspector inspected a 40-hectare site, a site the size of
the Melbourne central business district, and gave the
go-ahead for the issuing of the dangerous goods
licence.
It is another example of the government not being
prepared to live up to its responsibilities to protect the
community and community safety. The government has
also refused to meet its responsibility under the
Dangerous Goods Act to pursue and prosecute Esso for
operating without a dangerous goods licence. The
opposition will be following up the matters of the
dangerous goods licence and the failure of the VWA to
pursue Esso for operating without a dangerous goods
licence. I call on the government to release the full list
of all backdated licences issued by the authority. If
necessary the opposition will pursue the matter through
freedom of information, because Victorians have to
know whether any of the 30 hazardous site areas or the
458 dangerous goods sites had licences that, according
to the authority's own advice, were not legal. The
community has a right to know, just as it has a right to
know how many hundreds of people have been driving
around the state carting dangerous goods without legal
dangerous goods licences issued by the Victorian
Workcover Authority.
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In his press release Andrew Lindberg said a review
would take place and the 30 hazardous and
458 dangerous goods sites would be inspected. One
needs to get these events into perspective. Andrew
Lindberg stated in his press release that the inspections
could take a considerable time. How will the VWA
inspect all dangerous goods sites given its current level
of resources and the fact that it is in the process of
sacking half the inspectors in the state?

Hon. R. M HaIIam. - How do you know that?
How do you know they are sacking half the inspectors?
What an extraordinary statement.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - How many is it,
Minister?

Hon. R. M. Hallam. -

You are the one building the

straw man.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Why don't you
tell us how many there are? The level of morale at the
VWA is at an all-time low, given that people's jobs are
on the line.
Hon. R. M HaIlam. - How come it had
900 applications from outside?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You had
applications because you advertised for clerks, for
people to go round and tick boxes. You did not
advertise for people who are able to inspect boilers and
pressure vessels. In the process of establishing a
bureaucracy the minister is getting rid of all the
hands-on inspectors and putting unqualified people out
into the field No wonder people in the VWA are
complaining. I have already demonstrated to the house
the level of concern that has been expressed by VWA
staff in document after document about what is going
on down there. Morale is shot to pieces as people wait
for next week.
Hon. K. M. Smith - You reckon all the staff
morale is shot to pieces?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - How would you
like it, Mr Smith, if you were waiting to hear about
your fate and whether you had a job next Monday?
Hon. K. M Smith - It happens every day of the
week.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is the
current situation at the Victorian Workcover Authority,
and Andrew Lindberg has the cheek to put out a press
release saying the VWA is going to do a blitz. With
whom are is it going to do the blitz? It is in the process
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of getting rid of the people who are capable of doing
the blitz, so how is it going to conduct the blitz he has
talked about?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - They are going to do the
ballroom blitz.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That might be
right, Mr Nardella It will certainly not be blitzing the
dangerous goods sites in the state. It has been a comedy
of errors at the Victorian Workcover Authority. It is
like Fawlty Towers down there, with all those people
going around handing out illegal dangerous goods
driver licences.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - The Dodgy Brothers are
handing out the driver licences.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It might be the
Dodgy Brothers, I don't know; but someone is handing
them out, and other people are handing out exemptions.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - That is Manuel.
Hon. T. C. THEOPBANOUS - That must be
Manuel- he is part of the millennium bug problem
because he is handing out exemptions dated to the year
2100. Now that I think about it, the exemptions which
are backdated but which apply until the year 2100 must
be a case of the Victorian Workcover Authority going
back to the future - not only has it backdated the
exemptions, it has also made them apply through to the
year 2100.
Hon. K. M. Smith - On a point of order,
Mr President, it is not often that I dip into the standing
orders, but sitting here listening to Mr Theophanous I
was reminded of standing order 133, which relates to
relevance, and in particular tedious repetition. The
issues he is raising are boring, and he has raised them
so often it is ridiculous. He has repeated himself so
often this morning that it has driven most members out
of the house. He is a boring little person, and I - -

The PRESIDENT - Order!
Hon. K. M. Smith - I withdraw that.

The PRESIDENT - Order! There is no standing
order against boring speeches, which is just as well for
all of us. However, there is a standing order against
tedious repetition in the speeches of individual
members or groups of members espousing the same
cause. I haye heard the Leader of the Opposition repeat
a number of matters, but he is currently dealing with a
new point. He has made that point, and he will move on
to the next.
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Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS - Opposition
members take these matters very seriously and I again
sincerely urge the minister to take some action on them.
The minister might think the opposition is simply tIying
to score political points, but safety is something that
should concern us all, as the Victorian Workcover
Authority advertisements advocate. No honourable
member and no-one in the community at large believes
it is acceptable for people to drive with illegal
dangerous goods driver licences, for premises to be
licensed illegally under the Dangerous Goods Act or for
backdated exemptions to apply to premises. Those
practices are unacceptable and put the community at
risk.

I urge the minister to take these matters seriously and
not to go ahead with the sackings of inspectors on
Monday. The Victorian Workcover Authority clearly
needs a huge shake-up. The minister would be
applauded ifhe were prepared to say, 'There are too
many things of concern going on down there', to take
control of the organisation by putting a hold on the
sackings on Monday and to tell the organisation that
that sort of action is not good enough and that he wants
things to be done properly.

Sadly it is much more likely that the government and
the minister will not take the matter seriously but will
be defensive and seek instead to protect the actions of
the Victorian Workcover Authority. It is sad because it
will expose the community to potential danger. I hope
for the minister's sake that Victoria does not experience
further accidents as a result of the failure of the
Victorian Workcover Authority to do its job properly,
because until it takes safety seriously instead of simply
talking about it in glitzy ads Victorians cannot be
confident that the authority will deliver a safe working
environment.
Bon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
should commence by saying that I understand as well
as any person in the chamber the frustrations of being in
opposition, having served as an opposition member for
approximately eight years. I know it is difficult to keep
coming up with new ideas for questions and substantive
motions. I suggest that the motion moved today by
Mr Theophanous says more about the shortage of
numbers in the opposition's ranks, the paucity of
inspiration and ideas on that side of the house, and the
workload of the Leader of the Opposition than it does
about anything else. I can only wonder what riveting
subjects of debate would have come forward during this
sessional period had it not been for the tragedy at
Longford, given that it has dominated the agenda.
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What is truly a tragedy, and I have mentioned this many
times, has now been milked for all it is worth by way of
political opportunism. I take Mr Theophanous's
implications seriously. I shall not trivialise the issue. I
am the minister responsible for workplace safety and I

take that responsibility very seriously and personally.
So it will not be treated lightly - certainly not because
of the way Mr Theophanous has couched the motion.
This motion of condemnation is directed at the
government in general and at me in particular. The
chamber would not be surprised to hear me say that I
intend to defend it vigorously.
I will build the defence around the analogy of the forest
and the trees because this is another illustration of
Mr Theophanous refusing to look at the big picture and

insisting on having undue regard for particular isolated
incidents and anecdotal evidence. This is a classic case.
Mr Theophanous has homed in on one particular tree
and made great play of it, but he has missed a great
story - the entire background of the forest. The only
reason he has done so is that the particular tree he has
found has given him some comfort in his stance, which
is out of step and out of date. I describe him as the
Baldrick of the cast and that association with the Black
Adder comedy series suits him down to the ground
because he is out of step with his own colleagues and
comrades. There is no support for the stance you take,
Mr Theophanous, whereas the forest I invite you to
look at and consider represents great news for the
Victorian community. I know you do not like the good
news.
HoD. T. C. Theophanous - I hope you are not
going to quote dodgy figures again.
HoD. R. M. HALLAM - I bad hoped you would
look beyond the single tree. It is a little sad because I
reckon that his role as Leader of the Opposition is now
beyond Mr Theopbanous. The point has almost been
reached where not only will he not acknowledge a
good-news story, he cannot even recognise a
good-news story when it arrives! I say again, advisedly:
the Victorian Workcover Authority has become an
absolute obsession with him. He raises it every time he
gets a chance. It dominates his entire agenda. When
Mr Theophanous stumbled across - HoD. T. C. Theophanous -

Tell us about

dangerous goods licences.
HoD. R. M. HALLAM - Thank you. When
Mr Theopbanous stumbled across the Esso experience
of dangerous goods licences - Hon. T. C. Theophanous -

Stumbled!
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HoD. R. M. HALLAM - The licence was given to
you, Mr Theopbanous. Do not tell us it was the product
of some in-depth research - it was given to you with
the dates on it! As a direct result of the Longford
disaster, Mr Theophanous stumbled across a licence
that showed it was issued some time after the previous
licence bad expired. I make the important point that the
issue of the licence was absolutely technical - but it
gave Mr Theopbanous something to hang his hat on.

I put on the record that it is not disputed that the licence
was issued about one month after the previous licence
had expired. The facts are that Esso could not produce a
document to demonstrate that the Longford site bad
been licensed under the Dangerous Goods Act all
through that period, so it could be claimed that the site
was technically unlicensed for that time. That is not
disputed and has been acknowledged But does that
allow Mr Theopbanous to draw the conclusion in his
motion that that ipso facto places the community in
danger? I suggest that is a long bow even for him to
draw. It is great leap in logic.
I acknowledge what Mr Theophanous wanted to

hear - that in this instance there was a failure to
complete the renewal procedure prior to the expiry of
the previous licence. There are no excuses; it is sloppy
administration. I have said in the chamber that I am
disappointed with that feature of the Victorian
Workcover Authority's performance. I have conveyed
that to the authority in words of one syllable. I have told
the authority that I want it fixed - and it is being fixed
as we speak - and that it will not be tolerated in the
future. I am also not consoled or comforted that this is
and has been for many years an accepted practice,
particularly given that the backdating of licences was
specifically mentioned by the Auditor-General in 1995.
The Victorian Workcover Authority should have been
on inquiry when the Health and Safety Organisation
was transferred to it. It has slipped up; that much is
acknowledged.
But let us get it into perspective by looking at the forest
rather than the individual tree. That is, let us look at the
big picture. Even if we acknowledge that in the
circumstances we now know to be the fact - that is,
that the Esso site was technically unlicensed - the
question I put to Mr Theophanous is: what turns on that
fact? I am sure it will be canvassed by the royal
commission and I am happy for the royal commission
to bring down its findings.
HoD. T. C. Theophanous - But you are not
prepared to write to the commission and say you want it
to look at that.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I thought I just made a
public statement, Mr Theophanous. How much more
do you want? Maybe it has ramifications for the
insurance contract on the site - I make no stronger
statement than that. The only fact we can draw is that
Esso is open to punitive action by the Victorian
Workcover Authority. That makes it even stranger that
Mr Theophanous now wants to belt the policeman. He
is criticising the Victorian Workcover Authority when
the only thing that turns on the question of whether the
site was formally licensed is whether the operator is
open to punitive action by the Victorian Workcover
Authority, no-one else. Here are the strangest of
circumstances. I reinforce the incredible danger of
looking at a single tree rather than the forest. That is the
first issue.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - Why don't you tell us
how many licences were backdated?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I will come to that,
Mr Theophanous. In the Esso case in particular the
question becomes even more complex because of the
sequence of events. We have talked this through before.
I know Mr Theophanous has a real hang-up about the
word 'application'. Let me put to the house once again
the sequence of the events. As has been mentioned
previously, the dates of the dangerous goods
inspections were 11 June and 30 July; the renewal
request from Esso was on 31 July; the date of payment
by Esso was on 14 August; the receipt was issued on
18 August; and the renewal date was 27 August - all
of them this year. Now Mr Theophanous has a piece of
paper that states that the date of application or date the
licence was printed was 28 September. You want to
hang your hat - Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - No, it says 'date
application received'.
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interplay. I suggest he allow the minister to respond,
then Mr Nardella to have his say and whoever else and Mr Forwood need not help, either.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The Victorian
Workcover Authority faxed Esso confirmation of
receipt of the application and of the fact the licence
would be processed in due course on 18 September.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous -

On 18 September?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes. IfMr Theophanous
wants to make a case out of the terminology used in
respect of the application he may do so, but the renewal
request from Esso was dated 31 July, almost a month
before the expiry date.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous wrong?

So this document is

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You can draw your own
conclusions. The only point I make is that the issue
upon which Mr Theophanous wants to rely to bring his
case will be tested in another environment. I have no
doubt that the inference Mr Theophanous wants to
introduce in relying on the word 'application' will also
be tested. Let the record show that the application and
the fee were received before the expiry of the previous
licence. If that is the best evidence upon which
Mr Theophanous can build his case I am happy for that
to be held up for public judgment.

I refer again to the individual tree, because the real
issue is the assumption that Mr Theophanous seems to
be so hung-up on, that the piece of paper - the licence
itself - represents a guarantee of safety. That is the
entirety of the opposition's case. It could not be more
illogical.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous -

No, it is not.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is the entirety of
your case. All right, so the word is wrong. Let me go
back to what I said.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You had your go. If
Mr Theophanous thinks the licence itself is the panacea,
he is out of step with everyone.

Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - Why didn't you say
this before?

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Get rid of licences. Don't
have them at all!

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I took you through it step
by step but it did not help the case. This is the story I
gave at the time but it did not suit your purpose so you
chose to manipulate it into something else.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is a good point and
I will return to it.

Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous - I asked you three
times to explain it and you are still saying this is wrong.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has made his contribution without much

Hon. D. A. Nardella - You already started it in
1993 and 1994.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I appreciate the prompt. I
am not so much interested in the date that the licence
had technically expired, but more about what happened
during the years in which the licence was in force. If the
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licence document is the panacea, why don't we fix the
problem by simply extending the term of the licence?
Why not make it six years instead offive years? The
presentation and existence of the licence document does
not provide the protection suggested by
Mr Theophanous. His comments show more than
anything else how far out of date he is.
The real test is the commitment to workplace safety
across the entire sector and the supervision of licence
conditions. I want a commitment to workplace safety
more than a commitment to licensing processes. I do
not want an interest in workplace safety only when the
licence is about to expire. I do not want a flnny of
activity just because the licence is about to expire. I
want the interest in workplace safety throughout the
whole term of the licence. That is the difference. The
licence document is a sideshow to the real event
Everyone except Mr Theophanous understands that.
In response to Mr Nardella's earlier inteIjection, I refer
honourable members to the 1996 National
Occupational Health and Safety Commission report on
the national standard for control of major hazard
facilities. The standard is outcome-based No licences
are required. Why is the report relevant? Why should I
rely on that reference? Because the National
Occupational Health and Safety Commission is a
tripartite body that has representatives from employer
groups, representatives such as Jennie George from the
unions and, in fact, representatives from every
jurisdiction. I am surprised Mr Theophanous did not
refer to the standards set out in the report.

HOD. W. A. N. HartigaD - When was it issued?
HOD. R. M. HALLAM - In 1996. I understand
why Mr Theophanous did not pick it up. The Labor
Party is so factionalised that the Australian Council of
Trade Unions does not communicate with the
flat-earthers in this state. The National Occupational
Health and Safety Commission has also produced a
draft public discussion paper, published on 31 July,
entitled 'Storage and Handling of Dangerous Goods'. It
is a preliminary impact analysis of the draft national
standard and the draft national code of practice.
Hon. K. M. Smith - What does it say?
HOD. R. M. HALLAM - It says, 'We recommend
the end of licensing'. Thank you Mr Nardella for that
very important prompt.
HOD. T. C. Theophanous - Does it recommend
getting rid of dangerous goods drivers licences?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I will come to that. The
discussion paper referred to the need for codes,
standards and notifications, but it does not refer to
formal licensing. Mr Theophanous is out of step with
his own colleagues and comrades.
I shall now respond to the issue that I was invited to
address by Mr Theophanous. He asked me how long
the backdating of licences has been an accepted
practice? I make it clear that I offer this information in
no way as an excuse, because I do not excuse the
backdating of licences. I put it on the record because
this is just a tad like the pot and the kettle. I refer the
house to the fire at Coode Island, which was a
high-profile incident under the former Labor
administration. At the time of the fire the facility was
unlicensed, and it had been unlicensed for some months
before the incident.
Hon. K. M. Smith - Under the Labor
administration?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, under the Labor
administration. I also refer to a licensing agreement for
Esso. The agreement, dated 8 August 1989 and signed
by the then Minister for Industry, Technology and
Resources, states:
I, David Ronald White, Minister for Industry, Technology
and Resomces ... respectfully declare that the licence shall
apply from the 21 st day of January 1989 to the 20th day of
Januruy 2010.

A former Labor minister backdated a licence for Esso.
Mr Theophanous should be careful about his holier than
thou attitude.
Hon. T. C. TheophaDOUS - You are using this to
justify your action.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No, I am not. I started by
saying that this is not an excuse. I make the point again
that your holier than thou attitude is hardly appropriate.
Mr Theophanous should think carefully about this. Ifhe
wants to use the Coode Island fire and the Esso
experience as a comparison, I remind him and the
house that the former Labor administration took no
formal action about the Coode Island fire, whereas this
government has announced a royal commission into the
Longford disaster.

If you want to draw a comparison between the
standards of administration I invite you to think about
that, Mr Theophanous. The government has announced
a royal commission. What did you do in respect of
Coode Island?
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - We were going to shift it.
We were going to relocate it, which you promised and
still haven't done.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - In other words, you did
absolutely nothing. To put the issue of backdating in
perspective - which is what the honourable member
invited me to do - Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - He did He asked,
'How long has this been going on?'.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - He wanted the numbers
as well. Let me give you the numbers,
Mr Theophanous. We have had the authority acting
immediately to correct all the deficiencies. There has
been no cover-up; instead there has been immediate
action.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What are you reading
from now? The Victorian Workcover Authority press
release?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am reading from my
notes. There are 30 major hazard sites in the state of
Victoria, 26 of which are licensed and 3 of which do
not require a licence because they are LPG sites. The
final site is currently obtaining a licence. All of the
remaining 86 sites with assessment factors above 1000
are currently licensed. Of the other 392 sites that are
required to have licences - sites with an assessment
factor of between 100 and 1000 - 376 are currently
licensed and 16 are potentially unlicensed
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - What does that mean?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We are going back
through the records to establish how many of those
16 sites no longer require licences for various reasons,
including perhaps changes in practice. To get it in
perspective, we are talking about a very small factor.
Mr Theophanous can make his grandiose intetjections
and the rest of it, just as he did with the unlicensed
drivers - all of a sudden they became hundreds - and
the inspectorial staff - he suggested half of them
would be sacked - but there is just a tad of
exaggeration in what he says. Let the facts show
exactly how big the issue is.
I return to the issue I raised in the first place - the
propensity of the Leader of the Opposition to focus on
the tree rather than on the forest Let us talk about the
real story. I have the data which was prepared by the
authority and verified by the actuary, Trowbridge
Consulting, and which has been standardised to take
account of any shift since 1992. We have common
definitions in respect of the experience since 1992. The
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data shows that in Victoria deaths in the workplace
have fallen by 41 per cent.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - They are death claims.
You know very well what they are.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You can do whatever
you want to try to denigrate the real story. The facts are
that the number of deaths has been cut by almost half.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, I want you to bring the minister to
account on this issue because he and the Workcover
Authority keep putting up this argument The minister
knows very well that in each case he is talking about
death claims and that the rules in relation to successful
death claims under Workcover are different from those
that applied under Workcare. There is an
obligation - Hon. Bill Forwood - This is not a point of order.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Let me finish my point
of order.
The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. G. B. Asbman) - Order! I have listened to the
points Mr Theophanous has raised to this stage. I do not
believe there is a point of order. The motion allows for
a wide-ranging debate. The issues the minister is raising
are issues that are part of the debate and there is an
opportunity for opposition members to respond in
debate to the points the minister raises.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - This issue is not just
germane to the debate - it is the real issue. I know the
Leader of the Opposition does not want to hear it, but
these are the same figures with which he was supplied
at a private briefing. It was explained to him that the
data had been standardised to take account of all the
changes since 1991-92 - the changes that may have
emerged given that there has been a shift in respect of
journey accidents and major employers may have
become self-insurers. That infonnation has all been
standardised and verified by the authority's consulting
actuary, Trowbridge Consulting. I am sure the Leader
of the Opposition would not cast aspersions on the
professionalism ofTrowbridge Consulting. Let us get it
on the record that it shows that the number of deaths
suffered in the workplaces in Victoria has been reduced
by 41 per cent since Workcover was established.
More significantly, the number of traumatic injuriesagain standardised - has been reduced by 49 per cent.
Mr Theophanous does not like the good news and I
know he cannot afford to look at the big picture, but to
the average person in the community this is the real
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issue and not whether a particular operator had a formal
licence. The issue is what the government has done for
workplace safety.
I know this is embarrassing for the Leader of the
Opposition because the trend is going in exactly the
wrong direction for him to mount the arguments he has,
but the facts cannot be denied. Why is it that in the
entire nation only Mr Theophanous argues about the
Victorian Workcover Authority? Why is it only
Mr Theophanous who continues with this obsession
with the Workcover Authority?

Hon. I. J. Cover- Because he's got nothin' else.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is exactly the
point - because he's got nothin' else. He has no
brains - no nothing!
That change in workplace safety has been achieved by
shifting out ofLabor's time warp, for a start. It has been
achieved by improving basic workplace safety based on
performance and outcomes and not just on compliance
with some antiquated specific licensing requirement
Labor wants to go back to the Dark Ages. It wants to
put a stamp on every piece of equipment in the state
and presumes that by some miracle that will make
equipment safe. I have not heard anything more
antiquated in my entire life. That the so-called Leader
of the Opposition should run this stupid line and be out
of step with everyone else who has an interest in this
issue indicates more about his position than it does
about mine. The Leader of the Opposition wants to
examine every nut, boiler, pipe and flange and put a
'government inspected' sticker on it That does not
work, and it never has.

Mr Theophanous, under your administration Victoria
had a workers compensation rating that was an
embarrassment to both of us. At least now we can hold
our heads high on workplace safety and demonstrate
that in Victoria we are doing something positive about
the issues you say are important and about the people
you say you represent.

Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - There are 10 more
deaths this year than last year. Look at your own report.
You are pathetic.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You are pathetic and
dangerously naive. I will swap insults with you any
time you like, but at the end of the day the facts speak
for themselves, and I am happy to be judged on that
That is why the government is changing the role of the
inspectors. This is not some bent to get rid of particular
employees. The government is trying to shift the culture
to get people in the community interested in workplace

safety; it wants them to take a far broader look at the
issue. It is a worldwide shift.
I am sure the government will fix the licensing issue. I
give a commitment on that.
We have a high profile task force working on that now.
That is not the issue. Why will you not open your eyes
and see the real issues? Why do you come back with
this petty banter about individual issues when the big,
broader picture indicates that we are going in the right
direction?

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - One of the things the
government is doing is putting even greater emphasis
on the monitoring and auditing process. That is why the
authority continues to invest heavily in field staff.
Records show that in July 1996 there were 160 field
staff, which increased to 203 in July 1998. You tell me
what that percentage increase is, Mr Theophanous. It is
fairly substantial. By December this year the number
will be 223. The authority is continuing to ensure that
more field officers are in the field. In 1996-97, 66 000
hours were recorded, 100 000 hours were recorded in
1997-98 and the target for 2001 is 200 000 hoursdouble; a 100 per cent increase.
What we have is more inspectors, who are better paid,
better resourced and with more time in the field By
way of practical illustration, they now all have
computers.

An Honourable Member -

In the car.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - They have cars as well.
In the past they did not have cars; they had to
share. They had to take it in turns to share the office car.
They now each have a car and each have a computer,
so the result will be that we will get much more out of
them. That will continue to improve their already
superb record
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous said they were sloppy before.

A superb record; you

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - When you stop and think
it through you can see the irony in why this opposition,
and its leader in particular, demonstrate resentment and
resistance to change. I ask again, as I do every time I
get the chance, who is it you are really representing,
Mr Theophanous?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous who get killed and injured.

The workers, the ones
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If it is the workers, why
are you not prepared to support a policy that is
obviously working, based upon real, live data?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What are you talking
about working? You are talking about stopping people
from getting compensation.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We are not going back to
the dark days to embrace prescriptive legislation. We
will not abandon the policy advances Labor made in
1985. We acknowledge there was a major shift in
policy in 1985, and we will not abandon the advantages
we already have.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You already have.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No. You're the one who
wants to do that. You're the one who wants to go back
to prescriptive legislation. We are not prepared to do
that. We're not going to make Victoria a
laughing-stock. We will not attempt to uSUIp the role of
the royal commission by using the media as a court.
We're certainly not going to be naming individual
members of the staff of the Victorian Workcover
Authority and denigrating both their role and their
performance. We're not going to do that.
Let me conclude by saying that the honourable
member--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Tell us about
dangerous goods driver licences. You haven't told us
anything about those.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - All right, I can come to
that if you like. Mr Theophanous may have a technical
point Some sites may have been technically unlicensed
for a short time at the point of renewal. I do not know.
But in the grand scheme of things that is an absolute
sideshow. That will not improve things.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous should find out?

Don't you think you

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That won't improve
anything at all. Mr Theophanous, I have already told
you it won't happen in the future, and I have also told
you I am more interested in the future than in going
back into the past. I also said the only reason I wanted
to mention your tawdry record was that you had offered
some challenges in the currency of your comments.
The real story is the forest - the massive shift in
recordings of death and traumatic injury. It is a great
story. We have got the entire community focused on the
issue of workplace safety.
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Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We have got the entire
community focused on it. We have got enormous
cooperation, cooperation unheard of in the past, from
all stakeholders. The only person who is out of step
with the entire process is, guess who Mr Theophanous. He is the only person out of step.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The point is that we are
clearly saving lives and avoiding injury and costs as a
result of initiatives taken under Workcover. I am not
going to relax while one person receives an injury that
can be classified as avoidable, because our objective is
to ensure that that does not take place. It is a great story,
Mr Theophanous. I know it does not help your cause.
I want to mention two issues in passing before I
conclude, because I have been challenged.
Mr Theophanous cited a VWA corporate bulletin about
the extension of dangerous goods driver licences. I am
informed it relates to new transport regulations made in
April 1998. I offer no apologies but simply make the
point, as Mr Theophanous himself acknowledged, that
as soon as it came to the notice of the appropriate
officer, the director of the field services division, he
issued the bulletin that said it would not be
countenanced. It was stopped immediately it was
discovered. The document that was brought to this
chamber demonstrates that the authority took the matter
seriously. I am not sure why Mr Theophanous
mentioned it.

Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - So that's all right.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - It is not all right.
Remember, Mr Theophanous, you offered the chamber
the comment that here was evidence that there were
hundreds - your words - of drivers running up and
down the Geelong road unlicensed to do so.
Mr Tbeophanous made the claim and threw the
hundreds into the equation. This is another graphic
illustration of why Mr Theophanous cannot be trusted
in anything he says or does.
With respect to the exemption summary relating to
Esso, my advice is that it may well be that the expiry
date is 2100. That may well be, because I am advised
that the conditions for exemptions may constitute an
appropriate alternative to achieve the desired level of
safety. Mr Tbeophanous himself acknowledged that
substantial special conditions are attached to the
exemption summary. It may well be that the exemption
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was offered on the basis of those conditions to apply up
to 2100 as it was the most practical thing to do. One
should remember that the exemption can be withdrawn
at any time. IfMr Theophanous wants to make
something about that, I invite him to do so.
I suggest to honourable members that despite what
Mr Theophanous brings to the house, the issue of
workers compensation in this state is a great story and
the government should be congratulated rather than
condemned.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
HoD. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
understand Mr Hartigan wants to make a contribution
to this debate, so I shall make my remarks short.
HoD. B. C. Boardman - That will be a first.
HoD. D. A. NARDELLA - I can make it long; I'm
easy.
In the time allocated to me I want to say that we have
just heard a dissertation from the minister on a draft
report that has been developed at the federal level, as he
pointed out.

Hon. R. M. HaIlam - National level, not federal
level.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Federal, national,
commonwealth - it's the same thing.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - No it's not.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is still a draft report.
What the minister does is to bring it into this house and
say, 'This is the excuse I need for not carrying out my
duties. This is the only excuse I have as a minister of
the Crown for not putting in place the rules, regulations
and legislation for which I am responsible'. He comes
into this house as the person responsible for
implementing legislation this house has authorised the
minister to oversee. He has abrogated that
responsibility. He comes into this house without the
information requested by the opposition. It is not a case
of our just looking at a single tree.
We have seen not only one stunt but a number of
instances where the Victorian Workcover Authority
and its predecessor the Occupational Health and Safety
Authority have not carried out their duties.
The minister is responsible for those authorities. It is
not the opposition or any member on this side of the
house; it is the minister of the Crown, the Honourable
Roger Hallam. Under the Westminster system we
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cannot have a minister of the Crown abrogating his
responsibility in these important matters. I take on
board the minister's comments about trying to change
the culture ofworkplace safety. However, in the
instances the opposition has highlighted concerning the
Longford explosion, the dangerous goods licence
exceptions, and the other matters raised by
Mr Theophanous, the minister must take responsibility.
That responsibility is an onerous task. The minister
cannot talk about the wider issues when there has been
a major problem exposing weaknesses in the Victorian
Workcover Authority. Despite having been asked on
numerous occasions, the minister cannot indicate how
many sites are in the same position and how many are
unlicensed.
The minister has been asked that question week in,
week out. He has had time to refer the matter to his
officers and find out the answer. But again the minister
abrogates his responsibility. He is not taking his
responsibilities seriously because if he did he would
answer the questions put to him and make his officers
inform the Victorian community. As the minister is the
representative of the Victorian community he should
ensure that all Victorians are advised of these important
issues.
The minister said Mr Theophanous was out of step with
his colleagues and comrades. Mr Theophanous is not
out of step whatsoever on these issues. He has a
justified position, which is to make the minister
accountable to the law of the land.
The minister referred to an increase in the number of
field officers from 160 to 223 for the period July 1996
to December 1998. That is wonderful. He also
mentioned that the number of inspections will be
doubled to 200 000 by 2001, which is another
admirable goal. But there is no doubting the low morale
of the inspectors, who are sitting on the edge of their
seats, npt knowing whether they will have a job or an
income as of next Monday.
Certainly the minister has not made us aware of the
reclassifications within the authority. He has not
informed the house of how many administrative
officers have been reclassified as inspectors and how
many inspections they will be undertaking out there.
They may well be doing inspections behind their desks
at the VWA!
The minister has not placed that information before the
house. It is absurd for him to tell the opposition it
should be looking at the forest and all the trees rather
than at the individual trees where the problems are.
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The Longford and Coode Island incidents have
occurred, and there is no excuse certainly in the case of
Coode Island. The real tragedy about Coode Island is
that after the Landy report the 1992 promise of shifting
Coode Island was not implemented by the Kennett
government It has had six years to implement the
recommendations of the review under this minister, but
Coode Island is still there.
One cannot have a much more important responsibility
than implementing the law as a minister of the Crown,
yet the minister has abrogated that responsibility. On
that basis I urge honourable members to support the
motion.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - I thank
Mr Nardella for yielding the time for me to make a
brief contribution. The minister responsible for
Workcover has thoroughly dealt with the issues raised
by the opposition's motion.
Although I will do my best to avoid going over that
ground, I make the observation that the Dangerous
Goods Act requires that before a licence is considered
the occupier is required to gain formal approval to keep
dangerous goods, if he or she proposes to keep
dangerous goods, that lead to an assessment factor of
100 or more - and 100 is a very low hazard level.
The information required for that approval - and we
are talking about approval, not a licence - is set out in
schedule 4 of the dangerous goods regulations. The
purpose of that desktop exercise is to review the
information supplied, which includes drawings, plans,
specifications, calculations, a description of hazards,
processes, systems of work, training, arrangements for
internal inspections and maintenance.
It is only following the approval that a licence is issued.
When you read through the material it makes you
wonder why there is a need to issue the licence because
any company engaging in a business that involves such
materials would be responsible at all times for the
operation of those facilities to minimise harm to the
public, including workers on the site.
So the authority's role is, firstly, to identify that the
processes in place are adequate for that result; and
subsequently, to supeIVise the performance. It is
interesting to note that where a company modifies the
process or introduces additional machinery during the
five-year licence period it is required to obtain further
approval.
During the administration and supervision of the
handling of hazardous goods, firstly, a continuous
responsibility is placed on the company operating the
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business to maintain its facilities in a safe manner; and
secondly, there is a responsibility for the supervising
authority to continually review and police the
organisations and businesses.
It is nonsense to suggest that the critical timing for the
supervision is every five years. The two National
Occupational Health and Safety Commission
publications mentioned by the minister clearly establish
that there is a recognition not of any diminution of the
application of safety standards but that the issuing of a
licence is a bureaucratic leftover from the days when
the issue of a licence conferred some immunity on the
organisation. The use of a licence in this manner is
counterproductive.
It is much better for it to be clearly understood that the
firm using hazardous chemicals is responsible for
operating those facilities in a way that is safe for the
community and workers. That is the direction in which
sensible people are moving in framing legislation.
Having said that, I concur with the minister that it is
most embarrassing and annoying to fmd out that a
government entity has not been administering the
issuing of licences, regardless of whether it has any
great bearing on safety, in line with the legal
requirements. That is a nuisance. It is no consolation to
go back in history, and I do not plan to do so. I certainly
would not want to use the failure of the Labor
government in this area as any sort of support for our
sloppy management. For goodness' sake, who would
find a comparison with anything that Labor did in
government as a useful basis for defending a failure on
our part!

Hon. D. A. Nardella - The unemployment rate for
68 months - try that as a comparison. The best
unemployment rate in Australia for 68 months.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I will respond to
that comment very briefly. I make the point that I could
do that in stuffed the public service with 55 000 more
people than necessary and if I borrowed $10 billion for
that purpose, but not for asset purchases, I could work
miracles, too. I do not know whether Mr Nardella is
suggesting that if the unfortunate case ever occurred
where his party was in government, it would do exactly
the same thing again. I do not have any doubts that he is
honestly reflecting what would happen. The Labor
Party would borrow the hell out of it and stuff the
public service full of people who would be sitting
around doing nothing. But the greatest virtue for them
is that they would be forced to join unions and they
would be financing the Labor Party either way. I do not
have any doubt where Mr Nardella's interest lies, and it
is not with the workers or safety.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - Isn't it?
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - The evidence is
clear. Ask Mr Theophanous: he is the one who in April
1993 published his apologia about the fact that the
Workcare situation was completely corrupted by the
trade union movement.
I make the point that I do not in any way condone the
failure of the authority to administer the licensing
system; that is not the issue of debate. The most it can
address is the issue of whether the community is placed
in danger. The fuct is that it was not placed in danger.
I turn to the Leader of the Opposition's comment about
dangerous goods travelling through Geelong. I am
aware of that In fuct, the firm ofRohm and Haas, a
major processor ofllazardous chemicals in Geelong,
has one tanker a day passing through the heart of
Geelong. That has been going on since 1963 and not
one accident has occurred. That is not due to
Workcover or to occupational health and safety
measures; that is due to Rohm and Haas putting in
place and observing very strict procedures for the
management of the transport of goods.
Hon. D. A. Nardella inteIjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - You wave the
shroud, Mr Nardella Esso's record up until this date
has been exemplary. The important issue here is that
industry understands its responsibilities with regard to
the safe operation of the facilities, and it has worked
very well. It is not surprising that companies like Esso
are concerned about the safe management and handling
of hazardous material, for fairly obvious reasons.
It is clear that we must continue on a regular basis to

put pressure on the monitoring and aUditing of the
processes and practices of people who are handling
dangerous goods. It is obvious that five years is an
arbitrary period and it should not be interpreted as
meaning that the operation is reviewed every five years.
That is a defect in the system in terms of the message it
sends out. The more important issue is that these
facilities are monitored and audited regularly.
It is my understanding from discussion with the
Victorian Workcover Authority that in line with
reviewing the licence situation and organising it so that
no licences expire, more importantly, the authority will
schedule a series of program reviews based on the level
of hazards - size, and the like - and that will become
part of a continuous process of audit and management
of these various aspects.
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The VWA will not be out there running the factories; it
will be auditing their activities. That will still leave
responsibility of management with the factories and
firms involved. It will mean they will be subject to
regular serial audit and, more importantly, will be
subject to audits without any prior advice based on
statistical evidence and the like that the authority might
collect.
While I cannot apologise for the authority and its
predecessor, the Occupational Health and Safety
Authority, not managing the administrative aspects of
the licence, I completely reject the suggestion and the
notion that the community has been placed in any
danger. I make the point that the actions taken by the
Victorian Workcover Authority, as demonstrated in its
performance, will lead to tighter controls, better
supervision and better results for the community and
workers in those factories.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
government has not responded adequately to the issues
raised by the opposition. The minister has lied on the
record about the record of safety.
I want to make a couple of points to set the record
straight. Last year the Victorian Workcover Authority
spent $6 million on advertising. Despite that
expenditure, according to the annual report of the VWA
there were eight more industrial death claims last year
than in the previous year. The number of serious injury
claims increased from 672 in 1992-93 to 2346 in
1996-97. The minister does not like these figures. In
1996-97 the number of long-term claims went up by
2066 compared with four years earlier.
The government has become adept at deceptively
claiming up to 40 per cent fewer deaths and traumatic
injuries. What is really being referred to is the reduction
in the number of successful claims against Workcover
as a result of changes to the rules in 1992. No doubt
Victorians will be treated to another farce of
Workcover claiming success in reducing the number of
deaths and serious injuries when the latest round of
changes to the act comes into full force.
I conclude by saying in respect to the expenditure on
occupational health and safety that the merger of the
VWA and the Occupational Health and Safety
Authority resulted in a 20 per cent reduction in staffing
levels, despite what the minister might say, and
$13 million less being spent on occupational health and
safety than was spent in 1991-92. Staffing levels also
dropped by more than 100 during that period. The
number of prosecutions of negligent employers has
never reached the level of 1991-92, when there were
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95 prosecutions. The number dropped to as low as 54 in
1993-94.
People can use statistics for whatever purpose they
wish. The minister wants to claim a reduction in the
number of traumatic injuries as his measure. We can
claim an increase in the number of serious injuries. The
minister is responsible for safety in the state - it is no
good relying on statistics. The licensing system is an
absolute shambles, and he has recognised that by the
action he has taken.
It is still not known how many licences were backdated
or how many people in Victoria were driving around
without legal licences to transport dangerous goods.
The opposition will continue to pursue those issues
until it receives answers.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 9
Eren, Mr
Gould, Miss
Hogg,Mrs
McLean, Mrs
Nardella, Mr (Teller)

Nguyen, Mr
Power, Mr (Teller)
Pullen, Mr

Theophanous, Mr

Noes, 32
Asher,Ms
Ashrnan, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardrnan, Mr (Teller)
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R.

Furletti, Mr (Teller)
Hall, Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Karsambanis, Mr
Lucas,Mr

Luekins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs

Forwood,Mr

Ross, Or
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney, Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
WelIs,Or
Wilding, Mrs

Walpole, Mr

Knowles, Mr

de Fegely, Mr

Pair
Motion negatived.

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 17 November; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The Melbourne
City Link (Amendment) Bill is further legislation
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concerning the City Link project. The opposition's
response today is consistent - Hon. W. R. Baxter interjected.
Hon. PAT POWER - As Mr Baxter inteIjected,
and predictable. The opposition is strongly opposed to
the Melbourne City Link project.
The bill makes some simple but important changes to
registration and the collection of tolls. The amendments
will create a registration system under the City Link
project that will be second in size only to that which
currently exists under the management of Vicroads.
The City Link data will hold more personal and private
information than does the Vicroads database. That is of
concern to the opposition.
I would be delighted if the minister could give an
absolute assurance to the Victorian community that the
significant level of personal and private information
that will be held on the database will be protected, that
it will not at any future time be used, traded or sold on,
and that it will not be released without the express and
written permission of the individuals concerned.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - Legislation already provides
for penalties.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am happy to respond to
the inteIjection from Mr Baxter that the existing
legislation refers to penalties. That is not disputed. I
asked the minister to give an assurance not about the
legislation that exists now but about the attitude of the
government to the future.
Yesterday during debate on the Rail Corporations
(Further Amendment) Bill this house acknowledged and nobody on the government side disputed it - that
the legislation represented a broken promise by the
government because it promised that during this term
there would be no privatisation of the rail system.
People who listened to publicly funded radio this
morning would have heard discussions about the
decision to sell gas - another broken promise by the
government, because it promised that that would also
not occur during this term.
I accept what Mr Baxter said about protection being
provided by existing legislation. However, in the
context of its broken promises about the sale of fixed
rail transport and gas, I ask the Minister for Finance to
give this house and the Victorian community an
assurance that the government will not break any
promises about personal and private data held for the
City Link project.
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I thank Mr Baxter, a former Minister for Roads and
Ports, for giving me the opportunity to make that point,
because it is extremely important The Victorian
community has seen clear examples of promises and
undertakings given by this government turned upside
down, abandoned and broken immediately it believes it
is expedient and in it's the interests of an ideology
driven by small government and privatisation of
government activity.
The database for the City Link project will be the
largest of its kind next to the Vicroads database.
Therefore it is absolutely reasonable for the opposition,
on behalf of the Victorian community, to ask the
minister to give an assurance that the personal and
private information will not be on sold or released
without the express and written permission of the
individuals to whom the data refers.
The amendments in this bill will also create a
circumstance in which people can be fined for using the
City Link without fIrst registering. Victorian citizens
who use City Link without first going through the
registration process could face fines of up to $500, and
those who use it without paying a toll could be fined for
each tolling point through which they pass. That would
result in very significant fines and, for those individuals
who seek to pursue natural justice, significant court
costs. The opposition is concerned that the government
is constructing financial arrangements for the City Link
project under which Victorians who want or need to use
City Link will be forced to preregister because they will
have little choice but to do so.
The way the tolls will be collected is also of concern to
the Victorian community and to the opposition. The
main mechanism for the collection of the tolls will be
prepaid accounts, and Victorians will have no choice
but to opt for that means of payment because of the
financial penalties they will incur ifthey use the City
Link without prepaying accounts.
The Victorian community and the opposition believe
that to be unreasonable because by having to prepay
private operators of City Link, Victorians are being
asked to pay for public infrastructure before they use it.
I am unaware of any other circumstances in which
Victorians are asked to pay for the use of public
infrastructure before they use it, but that is what we are
faced with in this legislation. Victorians will be asked
to pay for City Link in advance - before they even set
foot on or drive their cars onto it.
Hon. N. B. Lucas - What about buying a train
ticket? You pay for that beforehand, and you use the
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train afterwards. Are you saying that we don't do that

anywhere?
Hon. PAT POWER - Mr Lucas interjects, and I
am delighted to respond to his interjection.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - It is a good analogy, though.
Hon. PAT POWER - It is a good analogy. On the
basis of that interjection it appears that Mr Lucas, one
of the representatives ofEumemmerring Province, is
telling his constituents that he supports a circumstance
in which they are required to pay for the use of the City
Link before they set foot on it. With the passage of time
we will probably hear Mr Lucas suggest that his
constituents should also prepay for using the hospital
system, and it would not swprise me ifhe argues that
they should also prepay for using ambulance services
and a whole range of other services which have
historically been provided in a modern and democratic
community.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - Tell us about the trains.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am delighted on this last
day to respond to all interjections. Mr Baxter invites me
to make comments about trains. I am delighted to do so.
Yesterday we heard debate on the Rail Corporations
(Further Amendment) Bill which, among other things,
highlighted the government's trend of giving the
Victorian community a promise that the rail and tram
system will not be privatised, a promise - Hon. N. B. Lucas - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, Mr Power is moving into the area
of privatisation of trains, which has nothing to do with
the bill. The interjection was about the prepayment of a
train ticket and specifically related to paying for the
infrastructure before using the service. That is exactly
what my colleague Mr Baxter was referring to.
Mr Power was raising an issue that has not been
mentioned either by way of interjection or at any other
point in time in debate.
Hon. PAT POWER - On the point of order,
Mr Deputy President, despite the attempts of the great
majority of members to have an orderly debate on this
final sitting day - Hon. W. R. Baxter - I have not got an answer.
Hon. PAT POWER - Mr Lucas made an
inteIjection about transport fares, to which I responded.
Mr Baxter then invited me to comment on trains, which
I think Hansardwill show. I took the opportunity to
point out that ifhe wants to raise the issue of trains by
inteIjection I am happy to respond
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The point
of order was essentially on relevance. Members know
the rules regarding relevance. Certain latitude is given
to members making comparisons in their speeches. The
issue of relevance comes into play when somebody
embarks upon a lengthy discussion that is not relevant
to the bill. At this stage there is no point of order. Most
people make passing reference to issues other than
those directly related to the bill, but any prolonged
discussion needs to be relevant to the bill.

Hon. PAT POWER - I am delighted to conclude
my passing reference to public transport and I take the
opportunity to remind the house that Victorians are
extremely unhappy about the Rail Corporations
(Further Amendment) Bill, which was debated by the
house yesterday. It documents the preparedness of the
government to break promises - and Mr Baxter and
Mr Lucas are members of that government.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - That is why the polls are
showing that the Liberal Party would win back
Mitcham.
Hon. PAT POWER - Honourable members can
take as long as they like with this debate. I am more
than happy to respond to the intetjection Mr Baxter
made about Mitcham. The then member for Mitcham, a
prominent member of the Kennett coalition
government, resigned and subsequently expressed
major disagreement with the leadership style of the
Kennett government The Mitcham by-election, which
Mr Baxter has drawn into the debate by inteIjection,
showed that the majority of electors in Mitcham
rejected the Kennett coalition government and
supported the Labor Party. I understand that by-election
results are frequently different from general election
results. Like Mr Baxter, I will await the next state
election with interest but I will await the outcome in
Mitcham with particular interest. IfMr Baxter wants to
place a small wager on the general state election
outcome in Mitcham, a number of people on the Labor
side of politics would be happy to accommodate him.
On the Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, I
indicated earlier that we are contemplating an
unfortunate circumstance. Victorians will be required to
pay for their use of the City Link in a form that has no
parallel in Victoria For example, I do not recall that
any Victorian was required to pay a toll for using the
infrastructure of the West Gate Bridge prior to driving
over that bridge.
Hon. W. R. Barter - Victorians just had to queue
at the gate.
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Hon. PAT POWER - Mr Baxter says they were
required to queue at a gate. However, I am not aware
that when tolls were payable on the West Gate Bridge
any technology was available, nationally or
internationally, that would have allowed for the
electronic collection of those tolls. I am delighted that
Mr Baxter wants to discuss the issue further. I am
happy to accommodate him on this or any other point
he seeks to raise.
The opposition's objection to the proposed legislation is
shared by significant sections of the Victorian
community. The tolls on the West Gate Bridge were
collected manually, so people had to stop at a tollgate to
pay money. Mr Baxter has not disputed that there was
no technology available for toll money to be collected
by any other means. However, Victorians were not
required to pay for use of the West Gate Bridge prior to
using that roadway link. The legislation introduces a
major change in the basis of toll collection.
In choosing a payment option for use of the City Link,
Victorians will be financially disadvantaged if they opt
for any mechanism other than a prepaid account. That

is unfortunate on two counts. Firstly, because the
government wants the owners and operators of the City
Link project to be paid in advance by the Victorian
community. Secondly, Victorians will unfortunately
have little or no choice but to opt for that mechanism.
One condition of registration to use the City Link will
be that Victorians must choose to have money

automatically either taken from their bank account or
debited to their credit card They will be asked to sign
for advance payments to the private owners and
operators of the City Link project. The opposition is
concerned, as are a number of Victorians, that people
will be charged a higher rate for use of the City Link if
they do not choose to be part of the prepaid
arrangement.
That is not all the fmancial burden that Victorians will
face as a consequence of the City Link legislation. The
opposition understands that the government will be
undertaking a $10 million advertising campaign to be
funded by the public purse. That is, there will be a
$10 million campaign to try to convince Victorians that
they should use a privately owned and operated road
infrastructure and that they should prepay for their use
of it.
Apart from any argument or disagreement we may have
about whether road infrastructure should be privately
built and operated, it is incredibly unfortunate that the
government is to spend that amount of taxpayers' funds
on a project that gives Victorians no choice but to
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prepay for their use of that infrastructure. The
$10 million would go a long way towards addressing
some of the significant major road infrastructure
problems outside the metropolitan area.
I spend a great deal of my time in country Victoria and
I am becoming increasingly aware of the deterioration
in road surface standards there. I understand the number
of reasons why that is so. In fairness, I have placed on
the public record my view that federal governments of
all political persuasions have failed their responsibility
to the states - in this case, Victoria - by not
providing the level of road funding to which they are
entitled because of their fuel excise payments.
In addition, it must be understood that some of the
decisions about local government taken by the Kennett
government have meant that the many kilometres of
roads for which local government has responsibility including drains, culverts and bridges - are now in a
poor state of repair. The decisions to impose 20 per cent
rate reductions on municipalities and freeze the rates at
that level; to take 25 000 workers out of the local
government sector and to lift the rate freeze only in
circumstances where the minister of the day agrees
have meant that many country Victorian municipalities
do not have the necessary capital works budgets to
enable them to fulfil their responsibilities.

Recently Mrs Powell and I had the opportunity of
attending a public meeting in the Goulbum Valley
when a large number of residents expressed their
concern about the declining standard of roads that are
essentially the responsibility of local government. It is
absurd that a municipality may have funding to build a
roundabout in a country town, yet it is not possible for
it to obtain funding to replace a bridge that has load
limits or, perhaps in some circumstances, is closed to
traffic. The $10 million that will be used to fund an
advertising campaign designed to convince Victorians
that they should use City Link - and to prepay for that
use - in a fair and equitable society would have been
redistributed for the maintenance of road infrastructure
outside Melbourne.
Earlier I said the community and the opposition were
concerned about the data that will be retained through
the City Link registration process. I acknowledge that
Mr Baxter said the legislation contains certain words
about this issue, but the opposition argues that the
privacy provisions are inadequate. Enormous amounts
of personal information will be collected and stored.
My reading of the legislation leads me to believe that
the only way information may be destroyed is if an
individual commits an offence. However, the
government will retain at its discretion all data relating

to those motorists who use City Link legally and who
do not incur penalties, or who are deemed not to have
committed offences. That will apply to the majority of
Victorians. I have not the slightest doubt that some
people will inadvertently incur penalties or commit
offences, but the majority of Victorians are law-abiding
citizens; much personal information about them will be
stored at the government's discretion.
Another aspect of the legislation that causes the
opposition concern is that sections of City Link will be
used before its leasing arrangements are finalised. It
may be possible for the minister, at an appropriate time,
to give the house and the community an assurance
about what will occur during that period As I
understand it, City Link could be opened and used by
Victorians before leasing arrangements are completed
and signed off. What kind of financial arrangements, if
any, will exist during that limbo period?
Another aspect of the bill that raises a question for the
minister concerns the administrative centre now under
construction near the West Gate Freeway. Ibat parcel
of land is certainly larger than anything Transurban
may need for its administrative purposes. It appears to
represent another gift from the government to the
owners and operators of the City Link project. The
minister may be able to correct me, but I understand
City Link will not have to pay rates or charges for
services provided to it at that administrative centre.
I shall also make brief comments about City Link-type
projects in other parts of the world Friends of the
Earth, as honourable members know - Hoo. W. R. Baxter - A responsible body.
Hoo. PAT POWER - I thank Mr Baxter for his
intetjection. I appreciate that he wants to place on the
record his view that Friends of the Earth is a most
responsible body. I certainly endorse his inteIjection.
Friends of the Earth is an international organisation that
is involved in a whole range of environmental and
infrastructure issues. Like Mr Baxter, I acknowledge
that its members have shown interest in a whole range
of issues such as roads built and operated similarly to
City Link. In the United Kingdom Friends of the Earth
undertook research and investigation into design, build,
finance and operate contracts. They argued that such
contracts represent bad value for money and are a form
of mortgage. They provided me with an observation
made in the Economist of28 January 1995, which said
in part that it is usually a circumstance where:
A government wants to please voters with a new road ... it
persuades a private firm to stump up the money ... but in
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practice it is likely that the government wiU ensure ... that the
project succeeds.

That is exactly what Victoria is facing with City Link.
We must remember the words 'in practice it is likely
that the government will ensure ... that the project
succeeds'.
Despite it being private money with all the issues of
private risk that go with private capitaL that observation
could have been made about City Link. The
government will put $10 million of taxpayers' money
into an advertising campaign to convince Victorians to
use City Link. They will be prepaying for the use of the
road link and will be giving City Link the right to
automatically deduct moneys from their bank accounts
or credit cards.
Hon. N. B. Lucas - Who said the government is
spending $1 0 million?
Hon. PAT POWER - The government is
spending $10 million.
Hon. N. B. Lucas - From where did you get your
information?
Hon. PAT POWER - If the advertising campaign
will not cost $10 million, when Mr Lucas contributes to
the debate - if the government is so desperate that it
has to allow him to speak on this legislation - I would
be delighted for him to give an assurance to the house.

I am confident on the basis of my research that it is
reasonable for the opposition to argue that the
government intends to spend $10 million of taxpayers'
funds on an advertising campaign. If my observation is
wrong, I should be delighted for the minister to correct
me and give the Victorian community the correct figure
for the advertising campaign.
Interesting research and investigation of such road
projects and options has been undertaken in New South
Wales. Again on the basis of research I undertook I was
able to establish some observations made by the New
South Wales government in its examination of the
issue. When it investigated the history of such projects
it discovered, not to the surprise of anybody here, that
the private financing of roads through tolls has a long
history. In the 19th Century in the United States of
America many roads were financed by such private
investment mechanisms. But what happened? They
were progressively transferred to public ownership
because of widespread resentment at the incidence of
tolls and the need to pay tolls, and the level of those
tolls was frequently adjusted and always adjusted
upwards, never downwards.
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The New South Wales government established that in
Germany and the United Kingdom, two leading
European communities, there is great opposition to road
tolls. They reached the conclusion that road tolls on
designated links within an integrated road network lead
to distortions that prevent the optimum use of the
network. The main concern was costs incurred in traffic
diversion and collecting tolls. That comment could
legitimately be applied to the City Link project because
it is supposed to be part of a designated link within an
integrated road network.
Many Victorians concerned about City Link have
referred to the way it will distort road usage patterns
and affect neighbourhood amenity in areas adjacent to
it. They have said, as the New South Wales government
found, that there will be diversion of traffic as people
seek to avoid not so much the use of City Link but the
payment of the tolls that are part of City Link. Again
the New South Wales observation has application in
this debate.
The issue of traffic diversion is interesting. The
government has acknowledged that it will have to put in
place various strategies and mechanisms to ensure that
people use City Link and, more importantly, to ensure
that they are unable to use local road networks to avoid
it. The New South Wales government found that road
users search for alternative routes to avoid using tolled
roads.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - It is a free country.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - I wish I had found an
alternate route when I was last in Sydney - it took me
2 hours on the ordinary roads to travel 40 kilometres!
Hon. PAT POWER - I thank Mr Hartigan for his
disorderly inteIjection - he is out of his place.
Mr Hartigan has testified to the fact that because of the
traffic management mechanisms that have been put in
place in Sydney, people there have little choice but to
use the freeway system, and therefore little choice but
to use the toIlways.

Mr Baxter said by inteIjection that we live in a free
country. How free is the country we live in? It is clear
to me and to a number of other Victorians that
strategies will be put in place that will make it
extremely difficult for motorists to avoid the necessity
of entering into a registration process and prepaying for
the use of City Link. If Mr Baxter believes that that is
the definition of living in a free country, then he and I
disagree.
The diversion of traffic that will be caused by people
exploring alternate routes in order to avoid paying tolls
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will impose significant costs on the residents of
neighbourhoods adjacent to what oUght to be pu~licly
accessible road link infrastructure. Those costs WIll be
in the form of noise disturbances and traffic accidents
that will be caused by motorists moving through
residential areas to investigate route options that will
enable them to avoid using City Link.
A report from California on a section of a private
tollway near San Diego states that in April of this year
the toll was increased for the fourth time in the two and
a half years that that lO-mile section of highway has
existed.

Hon. W. R Baxter - Is this route 91 ?
Hon. PAT POWER - It is route 91. Mr Baxter is
obviously familiar with it. I again ask the minister if it
is possible for him at an appropriate time to give the
Victorian community an assurance that the level of tolls
will not be adjusted in the manner that has been
experienced on 91 Express Lanes, the tollway in
question.
Hon. W. R Baxter -It shows that route 91 has
been hugely successful and has plenty of customers.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am delighted that
Mr Baxter continues to intezject because it gives me the
opportunity to respond to the important issue he has
raised. One of the reasons for the tolls being increased
on that section of Califomian freeway is traffic
congestion. The operators of the tollway want to
provide a service whereby those who opt to use the
freeway are not subjected to significant levels of traffic
congestion. In other words, they want to create an elite
section of freeway where people will be prepared to pay
for the privilege of fast-flowing passage and high-speed
travel without being slowed down by stoppages or
traffic congestion. That is the reverse of the situation
Mr Baxter described.
California has a section of roadway that has been
constructed privately and is operated and managed in
an elite manner. Tolls are increased not in order to
address a community service obligation - that
motorists should be able to travel on the roadway
regardless of their capacity to pay - but in order to
provide an incentive for those who can afford to pay for
rapid journeys and a disincentive for those who cannot,
forcing them off the road and making the flow of traffic
speedier for the privileged few.
In April of this year the general manager of the
California Private Transportation Company was
reported to have stated:
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Our promise to our customers is a congestion-free commute.
If it is not consistently congestion-free, then we are not
delivering on that promise.

I again invite the minister to give an assurance at an
appropriate time to the Victorian community that the
City Link project will not be operated with that sort of
management ethos, and that the community will n~t be
faced with the situation of the City Link project bemg
made available only to a significantly reduced number
of motorists who can afford to pay for ra.pid journeys
that will be made possible by congestion-free traffic
flows.
Sitting suspended 12.59 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.

Hon. PAT POWER - I conclude my contribution
to the debate on the Melbourne City Link
(Amendment) Bill by referring to two final issues. The
first is the experience in the United States of America
of collecting tolls by electronic means, and the
consequent need to store data, both that necessary for
the provision of the system and what flows from its use.
The second issue relates to the protection of privacy in
the United States, which I was discussing prior to the
lunch break.
A professor of communications at the San Diego
university in California has done some work, not on
whether electronic collection is appropriate but on the
question of the privacy provisions for the data collected.
He said the crucial issue is that the system can capture
individually identifiable information. It can suck up and
store tonnes of personal information about a traveller,
including information that has nothing to do with the
collection of road tolls. Questions of privacy arise in
considerations of whether a system of electronic
collection of tolls will have the capacity to collect data
on the speed at which a motorist might be travelling at
the tolling point and information about the kind of
vehicle that is being driven.
Other questions that arise are about how the
information might be used. For example, who will
control the information collected? Will it be sold or
merged with other databases; will it be made available
to insurance companies, to law enforcement agencies
for use in matters unrelated to toll penalties, to credit
bureaus, to marketers, and so on?
I thank the minister in anticipation of his honouring an
offer he made before the lunch break to address some
of the concerns in his response. I emphasise that the
Victorian community is particularly anxious to have
very clear assurances that privacy issues that have
nothing to do with the collection of tolls and the
penalties that might flow from the avoidance of paying
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tolls will not be used for any reason other than those
relating to collection, penalty or offence.
Finally, the minister may be able to respond to what
will happen when the GST is introduced. Subject to all
the negotiations necessary before it is introduced into
Parliament - more importantly, the Senate - will the
GST provisions affect the tolls that have been set? I
accept that the minister may not be able to respond until
and if the legislation is passed by the federal
Parliament.

In conclusion I emphasise that the opposition's
rejection of the bill is based on its opposition to the City
Link as a project, aspects of prepayment of tolls and
concerns about privacy protection.
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - I am
pleased to support the Melbourne City Link
(Amendment) Bill. At the outset I note it is a good
news bill. I acknowledge that Mr Power concluded by
saying the opposition is opposed to the City Link as a
project. I emphasise that in my opinion and that of the
government Melbourne really needs this exciting
project that will get Melbourne on the move and
Melburnians will be proud of it.
Today I intended to put considerable information before
the house. However, as that would have taken much
longer than the time taken by Mr Power, my colleagues
have asked me to keep my contribution short and I will
attempt to do so.
The project will further revitalise Melbourne. It will
remove the traffic snarls left behind by the former
Labor government by eliminating traffic jams around
the city. It will reduce travel costs, reduce pollution, and
improve the environment and safety. Particularly when
debating the bill, all members should be aware of the
range of benefits the project will provide to Melbourne.
What other government than the Liberal government
could have achieved the project? The Labor
government could not have done so.

The former Labor government's legacy was a freeway
with traffic lights. I travel home on the South Eastern
Freeway and pass Toorak, Tooronga and Burke roads.
It was always inconvenient to stop at those traffic
lights. The City Link project is being built by a
government that gets things done. lbat is why Victoria
is on the move.
The project which will cost approximately $2 billion is
one of the largest infrastructure projects undertaken in
Australia Mr Power referred to the comments of an
economist in the United Kingdom and to the New
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South Wales freeway study. That study referred to the
opposition to freeways. Some people will oppose
anything. It is no surprise that the study focused on the
opposition to freeways. I understood Mr Power to say
that the United Kingdom economist concluded that
governments were trying to do whatever they could to
ensure that projects such as City Link succeeded.
Mr Power concluded that he was not surprised the
government would want a project like this to succeed!
That is a strange way to feel about such a project.
Page 253 of the July issue of the Parliamentarian
contains an article about the development of a new
highway in Ontario, Canada. The article entitled,
'Ontario's High~Tech Highway' referred to the
highway as the world's first all-electronic open toll
road. It is similar to City Link in that it is a fully
electronic toll highway, and was developed in stages.
The 407 express toll route commenced as a
36-kilometre highway but is now 67 kilometres in
length with electronic tolling all the way. The article
states:
The 407 ETR is already a success with traffic averaging over
170 600 trips on weekdays. Over 176 800 transponders are in
vehicles; this device automatically triggers the highway's
entrance and exit sensors which allow the electronic
registering of the motorist's account ...

It is similar to what will occur with City Link. The
article refers to the easing of congestion in the greater
Toronto area and to the fact there is no queuing of cars
at toll booths. The traffic moves far more freely now
than it did in the past. That is the sort of success the
government will achieve with City Link, and I support
the project on that basis.
The progress of the construction has been exemplary. I
congratulate the Transfield-Obayashi joint venture, the
Melbourne City Link Authority, management and
workers for contributing to the success of the project.
The Burnley and Domain tunnels have been completed;
the Yarra River crossing will be finished early next
year; the Olympic Park cut and cover will be finished at
the end of this year; the Tullamarine Freeway extension
of the elevated roadway is almost completed; and the
Yarra Bridge will be completed early next year. All of
Victoria is waiting to use the facility. Victorians voted
with their feet when they visited the site during the
recent open weekend It demonstrated what a great
project it is. The big beam and large posts are the
entrance to the Tullamarine Freeway-City Link project.
Hon. P. A. Katsambanis inteIjected.
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Hon. N. B. LUCAS - Mr Katsambanis suggests it
is very arty. People travelling along the freeway will
see this large sign announcing the entrance to the city.
Mr Power referred to concerns he has about privacy
issues relating to the tolling system. He suggested the
tolling information may be sold or released. Mr Power
should read the provisions in the bill; they clearly state
that the information will be used only for tolling
collection and that, in some circumstances, information
may be given to the police, but the release of that
information will be made only after the authorisation of
a senior officer, inspectors and above. A fine of
$10 000 will be imposed for unauthorised use or
disclosure of restricted tolling information.

I remind Mr Power that the only way the provisions
relating to the release of tolling information can be
changed is by legislation being debated and passed by
both houses of Parliament I would not expect that to
happen, and it should not happen unless there is good
reason for it.
Mr Power said that Victorians will be paying for
infrastructure costs prior to using the project and that
that would not happen anywhere else in the world.
People purchase Met tickets for travelling on the
transport system and phonecards prior to using the
telephone. One can think of many examples where
payment is made for a service prior to using it I pay in
advance through my municipal rates for my garbage to
be collected.
Mr Power also referred to the tolling charge being
prepaid. I remind honourable members that there are
different ways to pay the tolling charge. Motorists can
pay in advance by depositing any amount they wish
into their account. It may be better not to muck around
by paying small amounts into one's account, because
that will add to the administrative costs. It is illogical
for charges to be the same because of the varying
administration costs involved, but the toll charges will
be the same for any account, no matter how they are
paid.
Mr Power also said there was potential for drivers to be
fined for going through a number of different zones. He
is reading the wrong legislation. He must be looking at
the principal act. Proposed new section 73(4)(b)
provides that only one infringement notice may be
issued in respect of an offence. Similar provisions apply
to criminal proceedings. It is one offence regardless of
how many toll zones a person may drive through.

In that case Mr Power is basing his argument on what is
in the act at the moment and indicating that that will be
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the process in the new act when the bill has been
passed. I refer also to his remarks about an advertising
campaign. Initially Mr Power said that the government
was going to spend $10 million on advertising the City
Link project. Following interjections from Mr Baxter
and me, he changed his story and said that he had come
to the conclusion - a guess, I presume - that the
government was going to spend $10 million on
advertising the City Link.
I did some research and came up with the speech made
by the honourable member for Thomastown in the
lower house, Mr Batchelor. I am not able to read that
speech in this house, but Mr Batchelor said that in his
view the government would be spending $10 million.
As usual Mr Power has used what was said in the
debate on the bill in the lower house as the basis of his
speech in this house - it is a regurgitation. Mr Power
has been caught out because he said that $10 million
was his own idea when it was Mr Batchelor's idea.
The facts are that Transurban is responsible for
advertising this project. The lead article on the front
page ofTransurban's City Link document Fastrack
dated 5 October is headed 'New media campaign'. It
states in part:
Transurban' s media campaign got off to a roaring start last

month with the screening of the first City Link television
commercials during the AFL grand final telecast on
26 September.

The article goes on to state:
The TV commercials, produced by M&C Saatchi, were
digitally enhanced to depict a jOln1ley along the completed
expressway.

I was watching the television and we zoomed through
the tunnel. It is sensational advertising. Who is paying
for it, Mr Power? Transurban is paying for it; it has
nothing to do with the specious argument Mr Power has
put forward in his suggestion that the government is
spending $10 million in advertising for City Link.
I am excited by the project, as are the people who live
in my electorate. They want to be able to travel to the
city and the airport and get there quickly. They do not
want to stop at the traffic lights the Labor Party
installed on the former South Eastern Arterial at Burke,
Tooronga and Toorak Roads; they want to come
straight through to the city. They want less pollution
and they also want to get to destinations such as the
airport in less time. The project will provide all of those
opportunities and advantages to the people of my
electorate. I am pleased and proud to be part of a
government that has been able to achieve such a
wonderful objective.
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In closing I reiterate in relation to enforcement that the
bill provides the administrative capabilities to enforce
the tolling process. It also provides for the safeguarding
of the information that is collected through the tolling
mechanisms and for the logical registration of vehicles
in relation to a number of options for which people may
register.

Victoria will take the project to its heart. When
whoever opens the project - I assume and hope it is
the Premier, but it might be the Minister for Roads and
Ports - cuts the ribbon the whole of Victoria will be
waiting. Members of the Socialist Labor Party will also
use City Link to travel from their homes in the western
suburbs, along the Tullamarine Freeway into the city.
They will find the project has really got Melbourne on
the move and will provide substantial benefits to
Victoria
Victorians should be proud of the project and all
honourable members should support the bill. I hope in
my heart of hearts that opposition members will change
their minds and support the bill at the last moment.
They should think about what City Link is doing for
Victoria, what it will achieve for Melbourne and the
benefits it will provide. I have run out of accolades. I
support the bill and hope all honourable members will
vote for it.

Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - The
opposition strongly opposes the Melbourne City Link
(Amendment) Bill. The bill provides the necessary
powers for the building of the Exhibition Street
extension project to effectively provide a new tolled
entrance to City Link at the eastern end of the CBD.
The bill also sets out provisions for the secure operation
of City Link, including ensuring the security of the
tolling information collected by City Link, prohibition
of the carriage of dangerous goods in the tunnels and
the setting of fines for motorists who use City Link
without a payment account.
The opposition welcomes the restrictions on access to
the tolling information. It also understands the need to
prohibit vehicles that are canying dangerous goods
from using the City Link tunnels. However, the
opposition is concerned about where dangerous goods
vehicles will go if they cannot use major roads or parts
of them, such as the city end of the South Eastern
Freeway. Will they be restricted to using the residential
backstreets ofPrahran and South Melbourne, together
with motorists who are trying to avoid paying tolls?
An obscure part of the bill seeks to re-route slightly the

new tram line that will run along the Exhibition Street
extension so that a tree can be protected. The new route
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will replace the Batman Avenue service that runs
between Flinders Street and the tennis centre. I am
astounded by Mr Kennett's newfound concern for tree
conservation. The type of tree that is being protected
has not been mentioned by other speakers, but I have
discovered what type of tree it is - through this bill the
Kennett government intends to create the world's first
money tree. Mr Kennett has discovered a new way to
print money and he is about to give it to Transurban, the
operators of City Link.
Victorian taxpayers will pay through their taxes for the
Exhibition Street extension project to the tune of
$90 million. Although it is not stipulated in the bill, the
Kennett government is about to donate this public asset
to Transurban and allow Transurban to charge
motorists who use it a toll for doing so. The toll is not
there to recoup the cost of construction; that will have
to come out of the proceeds of the 3-cent-a-litre petrol
levy that is paid by all Victorian motorists. It is a gift of
income to Transurban - a licence to print money, a
money tree. In addition, Transurban will get a free
additional entrance to City Link through which it will
be able to funnel more traffic to go down its tunnels and
thereby raise even more revenue.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister responsible for Workcover to the VW A
corporate bulletin dated 12 October that indicated that
VWA staff did not have the power to extend dangerous
goods driver licences for road transport vehicles and to
the minister's admission today that the VWA licensing
procedures constituted sloppy administration. When
was the minister first briefed on this issue and can he
inform the house how many dangerous goods driver
licences were illegally extended?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Let me go to the last couple of words in the question,
'illegally extended'. I should simply say the question is
inappropriate and let it go at that. We have just had a
substantial debate on that precise issue - it lasted
2 hours - and this was the only piece of new
information the honourable member brought to the
chamber.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous- No, there was also the
exemptions.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I stand corrected; there
were two pieces of new information in
Mr Theophanous's dissertation, which took an hour.
The question is of such significance that I will try to
recall when I first heard of it. I was given a copy of the
briefing note after Mr Theophanous read it in the
chamber. I read it at about the same time
Mr Theophanous did. I have no idea how many drivers
were involved, but I am told it was a small number. We
are talking about regulations that were new in April this
year. I put that on the record as well.

commercial benefits that come from special business
migrants.

I also put on the record that the way the honourable
member led the evidence showed that as soon as the
issue became known to the authority it acted in the way
I would expect it to act.

A recent survey by the federal Department of
Immigration and Multicultural Affairs revealed that
within a business skills migrant's first 12 months
investment in business averaged more than $500 000,
with average employment from each new business
investment at 5.9 people. Business skills migrants
therefore bring expertise, capital and trading capability
to Victoria. We are glad to attract business skills
migrants to this great state.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - So for six months
people were driving around without dangerous goods
licences?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No. Mr Theophanous
has drawn that conclusion in exactly the same way that
he drew from his information the conclusion that there
were hundreds - his words - of unlicensed people
driving on the roads in this state.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You can't say there
weren't. I have just asked you the question.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No you didn't. As the
honourable member would expect me to, I will take the
question on notice and get a precise answer, and I will
deliver it on the next day of meeting on the basis that I
cannot afford to give the honourable member any
information in this sort of environment because of his
propensity to twist, abuse and distort. I look fOIWard to
giving the honourable member a detailed response to
his question in the fullness of time.

Business migrants
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) - I am
delighted to ask the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology to advise the house of a new campaign to
attract more business skills migrants to Victoria.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am pleased to announce
in the house that the government has initiated a major
new program aimed at attracting people with business
skills to Victoria from overseas.

Honourable members will be aware that business skills
migration has a positive effect on the Australian
economy, given the benefits of the individual and the

For more than a decade our state has won fewer of
these migrants as a proportion of the total migration
levels than we deserve. Therefore, today the
government has announced a range of initiatives to deal
with this issue in a comprehensive way. The
government is also responding to the report of the
all-party committee that worked on business migration
and recommended extra work in this field

I am pleased to announce that as part of this program
we will initiate two pilot campaigns that will initially
target South Africa and Indonesia as sources of
business skills migrants over the coming three years.
The campaign will focus on building stronger
partnerships with migration agents, consulates and
foreign embassies. A special range of marketing
materials will send a clear message that Victoria means
business, that we welcome new investments and that
Victoria is a great place to live, work and succeed.
An interactive web site has been created so that

individuals throughout the world can have specific
access to business migration to this state. We believe
that, associated with other promotional material, will
get a positive message across.
In special cases the Victorian government is also able to
sponsor business skills migrants who are not able to
meet the existing criteria set by the commonwealth
government, and we will certainly exercise that right.
The survey I mentioned earlier also showed that 55 per
cent of business skills migrants' new businesses were
exporting and therefore contributing to the state's
economic growth. We believe the benefits that will
come through this campaign will bring many people
who are looking to come to Australia and will mean
many more people will come to Melbourne and bring
the many social and economic benefits that come with
business migration.
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Workcover: Esso Longford licence
Hoo. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the minister responsible for Workcover to the fact that
in 1994 the Longford facility was granted two
exemptions from its dangerous goods licence that will
not expire until New Year's Day 2100.

Hoo. R. M. HALLAM - I am saying this
document simply says that in the long term there has
been an agreement between the authority and the
operator on the basis upon which exemptions are
granted.
If you want to draw a conclusion that that is somehow
negated by the term - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hoo. T. C. THEOPHANOUS-I further refer to
the minister's comments that this may not be a
millennium bug problem but that these exemptions may
have been granted until 2100. Will the minister now act
to stamp out this absurd practice?
Hoo. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Maybe I should invite Mr Theophanous to describe to
me what he believes to be absurd practice. I make the
point that this issue was debated ad nauseam earlier
today. The honourable member moved a substantive
motion and had the opportunity to make his case. What
he relied upon was some fatuous conclusion relating to
an Esso exemption summary, and he went on to draw a
whole range of conclusions. What he failed to do was
acknowledge that special conditions were attached to
the exemption.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous That's a lie.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM Hon. T. C. Theophanous That's a lie.

That's not correct.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM Hoo. T. C. Theophanous to 2100.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If the honourable
member has a case to make in another context I invite
him to put it to the chamber.

East Gippsland: flood recovery
Hoo. PIIILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - Following
floods in East Gippsland that occurred in June of this
year, will the Minister for Roads and Ports inform the
house of works undertaken in response to those floods?
Hoo. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - It is important that the house recognises the
work being done by Mr Phil Davis, supported by
Mr Hall and the honourable member for Gippsland East
in the other place, Mr Treasure. The work of those
members has proven very successful.
As a result of the floods in June significant damage was

I beg your pardon!
That's not correct.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - What the honourable
member failed to do, even though he had a document in
his possession, was to acknowledge that special
conditions applied to the exemptions granted in this
case. I am not sure what the honourable member wants
me to conclude about this.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous practice.

Hoo. T. C. Theophanous - The licence is for
5 years; the exemption is for 106 years!

done. Some 8 bridges were totally destroyed, 4 major
culverts were washed out, about 15 bridges required
major work and certain parts of the Great Alpine,
Bonang and Swifts Creek-Omeo roads were washed
away or severely damaged.
Vicroads identified some 170 different areas on our
state highways and tourist, forest and main roads which
needed restoration. That restoration work is 95 per cent
complete after such a short time, with the remaining
work to be completed by the end of this month at an
estimated cost of some $3.5 million.

To stamp out the

What practice?
Of issuing exemptions

Hoo. R. M. HALLAM - Perhaps
Mr Theophanous should give me a clue as to why he
sees that as such a problem.
Hoo. T. C. Theophanous- You think that's all
right?

Two major wash-outs occurred on the Great Alpine
Road, and everybody knows the significance with
which the government views the Great Alpine Road.
Hon. Pat Power -

As does the opposition!

Hon. G. R. Craige - Good. It is a pity you didn't
build it, in that case. It took us to do it.
The Great Alpine Road has successfully been sealed by
the government so that it provides a major tourist
attraction for a very important part of Victoria As a
result of two majorwash-outs traffic was restricted, and
I am pleased to inform everybody that they have been
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repaired. Also, a major bridge on the Great Alpine
Road that was destroyed has been repaired.

those meetings when he made his comments to the
house, and if so is he satisfied that no fmancial details
of the bids were discussed at those meetings?

On the Princes Highway between Nowa Nowa and

Cann River repairs have been made to nine bridges that
lost their abutments. Damage also occurred at Cabbage
Tree Creek, where an entire span of a timber bridge was
washed away. Because of the severity of the floods the
whole bridge moved some 500 metres down the river
and slammed underneath a concrete bridge.
I place on record our sincere thanks to many people, but
importantly to Vicroads and to Norm Butler, the
manager for the region, for the way he and his team
went about the work so quickly and efficiently. I also
thank the private contractors who came in and
supported the work being done by Vicroads.
I also mention the East Gippsland Shire Council, which
certainly had a mammoth task in repairing the local
road network. It estimated that 620 items required
major repair, with the assistance of the state
government The council did an excellent job in making
assessments, and all local roads are now open to traffic.
The council deserves to be congratulated for that work.
Our appreciation of the work done by the Vicroads
emergency response team needs to be recorded. When
the emergency struck and a bridge across the Bemm
River was washed away the emergency response team
constructed a Bailey bridge in three days, which meant
that the community was no longer dislocated. I thank
the members of that unit very much.

The restoration work has clearly been carried out in a
professional and efficient away. It was a real response
to a real crisis, and all those people, including the local
members and the community, are very much aware of
how important this work has been. I extend my
congratulations to all of them.

Casino: tender process
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Gaming to his statement to the house on
15 May 1996 on the casino tender process, in which he
said:
I am absolutely satisfied that the process of detennining the
winning bid was remote from cabinet and that it was
absolutely pristine.

I further refer the minister to the recent admissions by
the former CEO of the former Casino and Gaming
Control Authority, Paul Connelly, that he met the
former gaming minister on more than one occasion
during the fmal months of the bidding process and ask:
will the minister advise the house whether he knew of

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Gaming) Let me begin by saying that I remember my comment
to the house in May 1996 and I stand by every word of
my commitment I described the process as pristine,
and I stand by that. One of the first things I did on
becoming the Minister for Gaming was to look at the
tender process, and I came away absolutely convinced
that the probity of the process was beyond challenge. It
was, in fact, pristine.
Miss Gould asked me to reflect upon the alleged
meetings between the previous minister and the
previous head of the former authority.

Hon. M. M. Gould - The former CEO of the
gaming authority.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No, this was the Casino
Control Authority. It was a different organisation. It is
not even the authority we are talking about now. That is
how tenuous the relationship is. This is the former chief
executive of an organisation that is no longer in
existence allegedly meeting with a former minister. On
the basis of that, the honourable member wants to draw
some inference that the tender process was tainted.
I cannot believe that even she would draw the
conclusion that it was inappropriate, or even unusual,
for the head of the gaming authority to meet with his
minister. The head of the Victorian Casino and Gaming
Authority, the current Director of Gaming and Betting,
meets with his minister, I suspect, at least three times
per week.

Hon. Bill Forwood - How do you know that?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Because I happen to be
one of the parties. I am the minister! It is preposterous
to suggest that the head of the authority meeting with
his minister is somehow tantamount to a breach of the
tender guidelines.
Miss Gould should go back to wherever it was she
dredged the question from and get something that is
close to reality.

Tractors: rollover protection
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - Given the
ever-present risk of injury from rollover tractors and the
real acceptance by farming communities and
organisations such as the Victorian Farmers Federation,
will the minister responsible for Workcover explain to
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the house how successful the tractor rollover protection
subsidies offered by Workcover have been and what
progress there has been towards compulsory fitting of
rollover protection on older tractors?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
thank Mr Bishop for his question because it goes to a
very important issue. I am pleased to report that
approximately 12000 Victorian farmers and their
workers and families now have a safer working and
home environment because of the Workcover tractor
rollover protection subsidy. I remind the house of the
very clear evidence suggesting that farming is
Victoria's most dangerous occupation. Each year
6000 Victorian farmers or farm workers require
medical treatment as a result of farming accidents.
Accidents involving tractors are by far the most
frequent cause of farming injuries and deaths. When
one considers that farming accounts for the
employment of only approximately 1 in 20 Victorian
employees, one can understand what the connotations
are.
Under Victorian law any tractor built in or delivered
into Victoria after 1981 was required to have rollover
protection fitted; the Victorian Workcover Authority
subsidy applies only to tractors built before 1981. It
would be easy to dismiss that on the basis that there
should not be too many 17-year-old tractors still in
commission. However, there are thousands of tractors
right across the rural community that are much older
than that.
The tractors are well-loved by their owners. When the
time comes to trade in tractors, most farmers treat the
old ones like old horses and put them out to pasture.
They retire them on the farm rather than trading them
in. That is the circumstance we have to contend with.
At its 1996 annual conference the Victorian Farmers
Federation decided to adopt the policy that from
I January 1998 it would be mandatory to have rollover
protection fitted to every tractor in the state. At the time
I commended the VFF for the initiative and the position
it took in respect to farm safety, but a blanket
requirement on all tractors was simply not practicable.
As the responsible minister I got caught in the crossfire.
For example, on many occasions I was invited to
explain how it was appropriate to fit a rolIover
protection bar to a vintage tractor. If the tractor is used
only to drive a pump and is going to be stationary, why
would it be necessary for the farmer to spend $800 to
$1000 to fit a rollover on it? I had to acknowledge that
in some cases it was quite inappropriate, even
dangerous, to fit rollover protection where for instance
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the tractor was to be used in an orchard or housed in an
enclosed building.
There was also the question of farmers making their
own rollover protection. If the government was really
interested in safety, here was a great opportunity to
entice the farmers to improve the safety factors without
incurring the cost of acquiring a commercially
manufactured protection mechanism.
I am delighted to inform the house that I have now
signed off the new regulations. They state that it is
mandatory for every tractor imported into or built in
Victoria since 1981 to be fitted with rollover protection.
There are two additional clauses to the regulations, and
a preclusion applies where the installation of rollover
protection is not practicable. Further, the government is
giving farmers the opportunity to construct their own
protection when they can get the construction signed
off by a competent person.
This is a major breakthrough because Victoria will have
regulations that will be respected by the rural
community and the undoubted result will be a much
better outcome in the long term. It is not in the form
that was originally envisaged by the annual conference
of the VFF, but the government has an even better
outcome via the subsidy and practical regulations,
which will encourage compliance rather than criticism.
I am delighted to be part of the process. I acknowledge
the enormous amount of work that a number of my
colleagues put into framing the regulations, and I
commend them on that. The government has achieved a
very good outcome for the community at large.

Electricity industry: prices
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Small Business to her response to
the house on electricity prices, and in particular her
statement that:
\\ben the market becomes contestable for small business ...
prices will come down.

I further refer the minister to the ESAA report referred
to yesterday which states that the annual cost of
electricity in Victoria to contestable customers is on
average $4365.80 more expensive than in New South
Wales.
Will the minister assure the house that when Victorian
small businesses enter the contestable market they will
pay no more for electricity than their New South Wales
counterparts in contestable markets?
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Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank Mr Nardella for his question and
acknowledge that at least he is aware that most small
businesses currently do not have access to the
contestable market, which puts him one step ahead of
his leader.
I refer Mr Nardella to a page at the beginning of the
report from which he is quoting which urges caution in
looking at the figures. The authors of the report indicate
that the figures are based on a range of assumptions and
they recommend that caution be exercised in quoting
from this report.
I am more than happy to indicate to the house and to
the state of Victoria that when small businesses get
access to the contestable market - and they wish they
had access to it now - prices will plummet

Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau
HoD. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - Will the
Minister for Tourism inform the house of Victoria's
recent success in the meetings, incentives, conventions
and exhibitions market?
HoD. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism) The meetings, incentives, conventions and exhibitions
market is vital to Victoria, and is worth $2 billion to
Australia Delegates who come to Victorian
conventions are high-yield delegates. They spend four
times the amount of the average holiday traveller on
accommodation, shopping - so the retailers benefit as
well- food and wine.
The Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau is
funded by Tourism Victoria and the City of Melbourne
to pitch for conventions and assist organisations who
want to put together convention briefs for Melbourne
and secure convention bids for the capital city. The
MCMB has just produced a new convention planning
guide which showcases the value of holding
conventions in Melbourne. Some 15 000 copies of the
guide have been sent to meetings, conventions and
event organisers around the world.
I am pleased to advise the house that in the financial
year 1997-98 the MCMB won 43 conventions for
Melbourne, which are expected to generate
approximately 41 000 delegates who will occupy
153000 room nights. The estimated expenditure from
the delegates is $40 million for the capital city. This is
an 11 per cent increase on the number of room nights
won the previous year. It is the best year ever for the
MCMB in terms of securing room nights.

Some examples won by the MCMB in the past year
include a convention in 1999 for Intabuild, which is the
Housing Industry Association national convention.
Some 2000 delegates will attend Melbourne for the
convention.
In the year 2000 we have secured the International Ski
Congress, with 1000 delegates; and in the year 2003 the
World Congress for Mental Health, with 2000
delegates, and also the International Congress on
Genetics, with 5000 delegates. The Melbourne
Convention and Marketing Bureau estimates that
between the years 2000 and 2006 1.9 billion room
nights will be secured in Melbourne as a result of the
important convention market. The MCMB has also
secured a range of smaller meetings for Melbourne,
again in the financial year 1997-98. It has secured
146 small meetings, which will attract 30 500 delegates
and 69 700 room nights. The estimated visitor
expenditure from these smaller meetings, which we are
really trying to pitch for, is $14 million.
I am pleased with the work the MCMB has done on
behalf of the government and Victorian taxpayers. We
contract it to secure conventions for us. It has done an
outstanding year's work, the best ever in terms of room
nights filled, and I congratulate it for yet again adding
another dimension to Melbourne's tourism in attracting
such a strong convention market during the past year.
VVatercraft:safe~

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - The Minister for
Roads and Ports would acknowledge that the State
Coroner recently recommended tighter controls for
operators of personal watercraft. Notwithstanding the
need for national standards, can the minister advise of
any decision that he has implemented since the
coroner's report that will ensure improved safety for all
Victorian water users this summer?
HoD. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - On 6 October the honourable member asked a
question concerning the licensing of personal
watercraft. Obviously his interest does not go beyond
the political issues. He has no real interest because ifhe
had he would know full well what the government has
done. I assume he knows, and it will be interesting to
see how in-depth his knowledge is on the use of
personal watercraft.
I will outline the information the government has
published to educate people who use personal
watercraft. It will be good for the honourable member
to learn something from that infonnation. Importantly,
the government has had significant dialogue with
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retailers and wholesalers. When I conclude my answer
the honourable member will know that the government
has been speaking to the industry about an education
program so that when people purchase personal
watercraft there is a great deal of information available.
I know he will not want to look at the cover of this
brochure because it would be a little embarrassing for
him. He probably has one at home that he has read.
Hon. Pat Power - I have.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Can you produce it for us
in the next 10 minutes?
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Hon. Pat Power - From dealers?
Hon. G. R. CRAlGE - Yes, from dealers. When
somebody goes to buy such equipment he or she will
receive this information. Part of the agreement we have
with the dealers is that under no circumstances will they
allow anybody to purchase a PWC without being given
this information.
Hon. Pat Power - What about supervising staff'?
Hon. G. R. CRAlGE - You asked a question and
your sincerity in respect of such matters is always
diminished when you raise silly issues.

Hon. Pat Power - No, it is at the office.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I challenge that. That
shows the thinness of the honourable member's
questions on this issue. He has not followed the issue
through, but he has tried to take advantage in his terms
for political reasons without having due regard to the
use of personal watercraft (PWC).
Hon. Pat Power - I want you to tell us what you
have done since we first raised the question.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - One of the big issues is
education. Regulation is fine and I have always wanted
to consider the licensing of personal watercraft issue. I
advise Mr Power, as I have to the community and to the
coroner, that Victoria is keen that a national licensing
system for recreational boat users is introduced,
particularly for people who use PWCs. That will be
discussed at the Australian Transport Council
ministerial meeting in the fIrst week of December. I am
confident we will get the support of all states for a
nationally consistent standard. As soon as that is agreed
to, we will all be able to proceed along that line.
More fundamental in this process is that licensing alone
will not resolve the issue. One of the big issues is
ensuring that adequate information and education
programs are available. Under the Marine Board of
Victoria, an agency under my jurisdiction, we have
produced a comprehensive brochure called Personal
watercraft - A guide to boating saftty. I encourage all
honourable members, even Mr Power, to become aware
of the issues raised in the brochure. The first concerns
registration: PWCs must be registered. The second
issue concerns behaviour stickers, which I will explain
to the house. Next, operator age limits are listed - and
Mr Power would know that age limits apply to the
operation ofPWCs. Most importantly, we have a
section on education, which deals with issues such as:
keep your distance, noise, safety equipment, safe speed,
avoiding of accidents, and penalties. That information
is now available.

Retailers will place a special sticker on to personal
watercraft, which will clearly layout some of the
parameters of the usage ofPWCs. The sticker refers to
the speed at which one should ride a PWC and where
one can use it. The areas where PWCs are used is a
significant issue. More importantly, it refers to the
safety requirements in respect of life jackets.
I am also pleased to inform the house that I have
allocated additional resources to the water police for
this summer. The government has now secured and
purchased PWCs for police use so that they can enforce
the use of personal watercraft. I know Mr Power wants
to get this out in the open so that everybody knows the
police are running around on PWCs. Victoria is the first
state that has tried realistically not only to educate,
which is the prime issue, but also to enforce the
appropriate use ofPWCs. A clear warning to all users
ofPWCs this summer is that if you are out there
disobeying the law, doing something foolish that you
should not be, you will be caught.

Bicycles: facilities
Hon. E. G. STONEY (Central Highlands) - Will
the Minister for Roads and Ports advise the house on
improvements made to bicycle facilities this financial
year?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I am pleased to inform the house and the
bicycle community - an important group which the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology, who
rides a bike every week, supports - that for the second
year in a row the government has allocated $2 million
for improvements to the Melbourne principal bike
network. Importantly, it is the first time any
government has funded regional and rural areas.
The government will fund 18 new bicycle projects in
addition to the funding from Parks Victoria for
dedicated bicycle and shared paths.
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Some of the key projects which are to be funded and
which have already begun or will get under way this
financial year will lead to a real improvement in
facilities for people who use bicycles for either
recreation or work. The projects include the city-bound
bike lane along St Kilda Road between Elwood and
St Kilda junction, works on Mount Alexander Road
between Flemington and Keilor roads, which will
provide on-road lanes, and the marking of a strategic
bike route along Auburn and Tooronga roads through
Malvern and Hawthorn.
Importantly the government also has projects planned
for rural Victoria, including a bicycle underpass at
Wannambool to provide a safe link beneath the
Hopkins Highway. Bike lanes will be further extended
between Hepburn Springs and Daylesford, and other
towns including Mooroopna, Bendigo, Wangaratta,
MOlwell and Towong will receive funding for their
local bike networks.

Hon. Pat Power - Are you saying that Flowerdale
misses out again?

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE bike and I do.
Hon. Pat Power -

Because you do not ride a

That is not true.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE you rode a bike?
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Pat, when was the last time

Hon. Pat Power - Can I speak to you privately?
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE -

It is also important to note
that funding has been allocated for the development of
a strategic bicycle plan for Colac.
The government has embarked on an extensive plan to
improve on-road bicycle facilities. The improvements
include ensuring that road surfaces are adequate for the
use of bicycles and that kerbside lanes are wider so
people can ride safely. The government is really
committed to the cycling community.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Answers
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That so much of the standing orders as require answers to
questions on notice to be delivered verbally in the house be

suspended for the sitting of the Council this day and that the
answers enumerated be incorporated in Hansard.

1466, 1486, 1490,
1491,1504,1510,1517,1542,1543,1559,1580,1638,
1665, 1667, 1668, 1687, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1692, 1696,
1712-14,1721,1730,1731,1733,1737,1739,1740,
1744,1747,1749,1771 and 1777-1786.

I have answers to questions nos

Motion agreed to.

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.

Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - The
labor Party has a policy of extending Exhibition Street
to Batman Avenue so the idea has merit, but under
labor there was no intention of imposing a toll. The
Kennett government should match Labor's policy of
permitting free entry into the CBD. A financially
competent government would charge any company that
had operating rights over the proposed public asset a
substantial licensing fee in a bid to recoup the
taxpayers' dollars that will be used to build it. The
government is proposing a generous donation to
Transurban. The new toll confirms the reputation of
Liberal and National Party governments as high
taxation governments. It is clearly a case of reverse
double dipping for taxpayers to have to pay for the
construction of a road and then have to pay to use it.
The Exhibition Street extension shows the weakness of
City Link as a means of reducing inner city congestion.
I thought that the concept behind BOOT funding of
public infrastructure was that private companies should
build, own, operate and then transfer the assets back to
the state after a given period Now we are being told
that the BOOT needs a kick along. I say to the Premier
that it now seems the boot is on the other foot. Now we
have a situation where the state builds and owns a road
and then transfers it by lease to a BOOT operator and
allows that operator to profit from it. The Premier
deserves a boot somewhere for trying to con Victorian
taxpayers.
The Exhibition Street extension is proof that City Link
in its original form will not in itself reduce traffic
congestion by the level expected. The project will cause
new congestion hot spots. The opening up of Exhibition
Street will result in additional traffic along both
Alexandra Avenue and Rathdowne Street, Carlton. The
Harcourt Parade, Richmond, entrance to the South
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Eastern Freeway, which under City Link mark 1 was
planned to be widened to two lanes to reduce
congestion in Punt Road, will now not be altered to
encourage use ofthe new, tolled Exhibition Street
extension. Motorists seeking to avoid the toll will
continue to have a hard time getting onto the South
Eastern Freeway.
I turn to comment on the potential for congestion on
Footscray Road A further effect of City Link on traffic
congestion in Melbourne concerns the people of my
province of Melbourne West. An article by Royce
Millar entitled 'Docklands could force new tunnel'
published in the Age of 12 April states that under the
City Link agreement with Transurban Footscray Road
is to be downgraded from eight lanes to four lanes and
renamed Docklands Boulevard. That is a big reduction
and concern is rising about the ability of the existing
road network to handle the expected traffic volumes
from development of the Docklands and the Docklands
stadium. The Department of Infrastructure is presently
assessing future options.
City Link believes the new connection between the
Docklands and the West Gate Freeway may ease truck
traffic. If that were so, truck congestion in Francis
Street, Yarraville, might be reduced. Royce Millar
believes trucks will still use that road. According to
Millar, options include a new road or tunnel where
Footscray Road meets the stadium or connecting
Flinders Street to the Docklands by road or tunnel. The
future of Footscray Road has not been discussed
publicly. Millar says that the CEO of the Docklands
Authority, Mr John Tabart, did not comment on the
long-term road options because they were not 'in the
public arena'.
Millar uncovered work currently being carried out by
the Department of Infrastructure, which is considering
how to handle extra traffic at the narrowed Footscray
Road, especially after the construction of the Docklands
stadium and the new residential precincts. The
department is considering building a new road or tunnel
where Footscray Street meets Dudley Street and the
new Docklands stadium, and possibly a new road or
tunnel to connect Flinders Street to the Docklands. How
is the new road infrastructure to be paid for? Will an
additional toll be levied on those entering the CBD that is, a toll to be paid for by the people of the western
suburbs?
I am concerned at the lack of public discussion on the
future ofFootscray Road, which is a major roadway for
people of the western suburbs entering the CBD. As I
mentioned, Millar's article reports the CEO of the
Docklands Authority, Mr John Tabart, as not
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commenting on the long-term road options because
they were not 'in the public arena'. That is a disgrace.
The future of our road system should be in the public
domain for discussion.
I put on record some of my concerns about the
environmental impact of the new infrastructure.
Increasing dependency on automobile use will lead to
higher road infrastructure maintenance costs. If it
becomes highly efficient to use private vehicle transport
and if the Premier is able to fragment the public
transport system, people will suffer the environmental
costs of higher fuel emissions. It is a Faustian
nightmare.
A social cost is incurred in the dividing and isolating of
communities by the building of freeways, as has
happened in other cities around the world such as Los
Angeles in America Communities close to a tolled
freeway will experience social inequities - for
example, they will have to pay for using the tollway as
a local road when taking children to school, shopping
or attending church - basically, in moving from one
place to another within a local area.
Economic considerations also must be taken into
account. The project will add a cost to people in the
labour market. Workers will have to calculate the
overall cost of taking employment in the CBD as the
cost of entry to the CBD rises. On top of any other City
Link tolls, the Exhibition Street extension is likely to
add $2 a day to the cost of getting into the city.
During the second-reading debate in the other place a
member of the government said that the private sector
can build roads faster than the public sector can. I point
out that largely the same companies build roads,
whether they are privately or publicly funded. The
government was able to manage effectively the
construction of major roads such as the Westem Ring
Road and the extension of the Eastern Freeway. They
were constructed on time and in some cases under
budget
In conclusion, the Labor Party strongly opposes the bill
because it is not in the interests of the community or
motorists.

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I realise
that under the Westminster system it is the task and
duty of oppositions to oppose. Ibat is the way the
parliamentary system works in adversarial situations.
Honourable members would well recall the opposition
of the Labor Party to the original concept of the
Melbourne City Link and the passage of the bill that
became the principal act through the Parliament in
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1995. One would have thought that, on behalf of the
people of Victoria, the Parliament having decided to
proceed with the project, a sensible opposition might
have concluded that it was in the public and its own
interest to be a little more constructive in its
contribution to the debate on the largest infrastructure
project undertaken in this state - indeed, in the nation.
I will draw an analogy. The Labor Party opposed
conducting the grand prix at Albert Park, but eventually
it grudgingly accepted that the grand prix has been a
boon to Victoria I call upon the opposition to accept
that the City Link project is a tremendous boon to
Victoria, that it is almost complete and that the
opposition would be serving the public interest rather
better if it adopted a more constructive approach to this
extraordinary engineering feat that can be seen
unfolding before our eyes as we drive around
Melbourne rather than allowing itself to continue to be
dominated by the blinkered ideological- almost
pathological- opposition of the honourable member
for Thomastown in another place, who has been unable
to say anything good about the project from its genesis.
I was therefore disappointed that Mr Power, in his
contribution to debate earlier today, regurgitated some
of the arguments and wild statements ofthe honourable
member for Thomastown and did not advance any
substantial argument why the house should not support
the proposed legislation. It is worth noting that when
challenged Mr Power was unable to respond to
Mr Lucas's well-timed interjection about paying for a
train ticket before travelling on a train.

Mr Power made a wild allegation that the government
would spend $10 million on advertising the City Link
tolling system. Clearly the amount of money to be spent
on advertising has not yet been determined. In any
event, the money will not be spent by the government;
it will be spent by the road operator.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - So much for the other road
projects mentioned by Mr Power.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - Indeed. I found his
contribution disappointing. I suggest to the opposition
that it is difficult to argue both ways. After a while it
becomes somewhat painful to be astride a barbed wire
fence! You cannot argue forever that the tolls are too
high and that no-one will use the system and then, as
Mr Nguyen did, allege the road is a money tree. Those
arguments are inconsistent. On the one hand he says
nobody will use the freeway because the tolls are too
high but on the other hand he says it is a money tree. If
the tolls are too high nobody will use the system and
the investors will not get a return on their investments.
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It is about time the opposition started to argue with
logic and took into account the commercial realities of
the situation.
Although he used it differently when he took up my
inteIjection to his reference to the Route 91 freeway in
California, Mr Power's example was a classic
illustration of what I am saying because Route 91 is a
private tollway running down the median strip of a
public freeway. Each day people make the choice
whether to travel down the free road or pay to go on the
tollway; they need not make that choice in advance but
as they assess traffic conditions. Let us not forget that
choice prevails with City Link.
Hon. Pat Power - There will be choice?
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - Choice will prevail;
nobody will force drivers to use the tollway. Those who
do not wish to use City Link because they have some
opposition to paying, because they think it is too
expensive or because they have the John Cain view that
they simply do not like freeways will be advantaged by
the new road system because it will attract so much
traffic off the present suburban street rat-runs that they
will have an easier passage through the suburbs.
On both counts we will gain advantage: those who want
an easy, speedy, stress-free run but are prepared to pay
a toll will have that option open to them; those who
choose not to use the tollway will have an easier
passage because the number of cars using City Link
will mean suburban streets will be less congested.
I ask the house to reflect for a moment on this
marvellous project and what it is doing for Melbourne.
I pay tribute to the people who are designing, building
and administering City Link. I salute the members of
the Melbourne City Link Authority (MCLA), chaired
by John Laurie, for the work they are doing in
overseeing the project. I salute the staff of the
Melbourne City Link Authority headed by the CEO,
Richard Parker, and some people such as Alf Smith,
Mary Baker and Ken Mathers who have been there
from the start.
Victoria has an extraordinary reservoir of experience in
the MCLA. I can think of few projects where there has
been such stability among the senior staff. Usually there
is a turnover and you lose people - they go to other
jobs, are poached by other governments or go overseas.
Fortunately, in this instance we have had a tremendous
amount of stability. The original board is still intact and
the original CEO appointed from Adelaide is still in the
chair, along with his senior officers.
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I remember after the 1992 election sitting with the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology in an
office in Victoria Parade. We talked with AlfSmith
about how we might develop the project that the former
Labor government had initiated and had got some way
with. Now, all these years later, AlfSmith is one of the
senior officers of the MCLA. Transurban also has had
stability with most of its senior people.
Victoria is fortunate to have established such a
tremendous reservoir of skill because the City Link
project is unique. It is trailblazing territory - perhaps
with the exception referred to by Mr Lucas when he
spoke about the Toronto tollway - and will be the first
in the world to be 100 per cent electronically tolled. It is
certainly unique in that it is the first instance of which I
am aware that such an extensive freeway system will
link existing freeways through the centre of a CBD. It is
the first done by a BOOT proposal of such magnitude.
Victoria is fortunate with the way the project has
developed.
City Link is the result of a technical agreement between
all the parties - Transurban, the government, the
MCLA, the banks and a number of other parties. The
agreement was negotiated at high speed in 1995 at odd
hours of the night and under great pressure.
Hoo. D. A. Nardella - That is why we have this
stuff coming back here.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - That is the point I am
making, Mr Nardella. This bill is not an amendment to
but a finetuning of the legislation as things have
developed and as the capacity to give users a greater
choice has emerged. I had a little to do with the original
agreement, and I fully expected it would be back here
quite often because I found it difficult to believe we
could have such a complex and trailblazing agreement
correct the first time. I am delighted that experience has
proved that to be exactly the case. No major
amendments have been made to the City Link
agreement. The matters that have brought the
legislation to the house involve either finetuning or
development, because it was a dynamic agreement that
accommodated the Exhibition Street extension with
little amendment or alteration - again, a tribute to the
people who used their skills, knowledge and foresight
in the drafting of the agreement in the first place.
As one drove into Melbourne from Tullamarine Airport
one would have imagined it would not be possible to
double the size of the freeway with virtually no
disruption to the freeway that daily carries thousands of
vehicles. It is all very well to build a freeway on a
greenfield site, but to be able to carry out major
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construction works on the freeway at, for example, its
intersection with Bell Street makes me marvel every
time I drive in from the airport. The delays have been
nil; yet the road has been rapidly altered and widened.
Honourable members will remember the myriad of
questions about City Link that were asked in this place
during the last Parliament. The opposition's obsession
now seems to have moved from City Link to the
Victorian Workcover Authority! I remember lengthy
and repetitive questions and expressions of disbelief
about being able to build a tunnel in the sky at the
Upfield overpass to protect the people living in the
high-rise flats from traffic noise. I invite honourable
members to go out there and have a look - the tunnel
in the sky is almost complete, and it looks rather smart.
The Bumley tunnel is almost complete in less than two
years, and I understand the tunnel is the longest in the
world. It is an extraordinary feat of engineering. We in
this state should be proud of it and give hearty
endorsement to the engineers and workers who have
designed and constructed it. But what do we get from
the opposition? At every opportunity they knock the
project.
Hon. Jean McLean inteIjected.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - Mrs McLean, you
demonstrate yet again the opposition's failure to take on
board anything out of the ordinary. You would have
advocated the building of a freeway by public
investment that takes years to build How long did it
take to construct the Eastern Freeway!
If this project were by public investment it would be
typical Russian architectural style, simply barren grey
concrete. But what does private enterprise do? It comes
up with a unique gateway to Melbourne that creates
colour. I pay tribute to the person or persons who had
the idea of using a relatively simple technique to add an
attractive and unique feature to what would otherwise
have been simply a road We should not go around
knocking it. We should be more constructive than that.
Hon. Jean McLean - As an artist it offends me.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - I am prepared to concede
that art is in the eye of the beholder. I have found
certain artworks offensive, but that is not to say we
should have greyness and drabness in our lives all the
time.
I turn to the provisions of the bill that do not change the
principles in the original agreement. The legislation
builds on the concept and gives further choice to people
abouthow they will pay tolls. It is once again a benefit
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of the private sector involvement and a BOOT scheme
that gives choice and customer satisfaction. There is
always more than one way of doing things, and that is
precisely the situation with this legislation. How
fortunate we are in getting a fully electronic tolling
system. With several other honourable members in this
place I travelled to China to see freeway development
in Shanghai, Nanjing and other places that still have
traditional toll plazas where one queues up to pay one's
money and then moves on. It completely defeats the
purpose of a freeway because the time saving is
dissipated by the need to stop at the toll plaza

In Hong Kong last week or the week before I saw the
magnificent freeway from the airport that has both a toll
plaza and electronic tolling. One could observe that the
cars with transponders on the windscreen simply
whizzed by the toll reader without hesitation compared
with those who were forced to come to a virtual stop at
the toll plaza.
Victoria is leading the world with the City Link project
because it is entirely electronic tolling that uses the
most sophisticated technology in the world We should
be holding our heads up high and be proud, but no, the
opposition rolls out every possible objection to it. It has
no vision whatsoever.
Mr Power was worried about people having to pay up
front. When challenged by Mr Lucas with the example
of purchasing a train ticket in advance of travelling he
simply did not have an answer. For what it is worth,
which is not much, there are many examples where
people pay up front. They pay motor registration fees
12 months in advance, fuel excise that goes to roads
when they fill their petrol tanks, for tickets to the MCG.
Anyone who wishes to see Chicago in February must
first pay now for a ticket to see it. That does not add
much to the argument, but there are plenty of examples
of people paying up front.

In the other place the argument that $50 is a horrendous
amount to pay and is grossly unfair was advanced It
should be put into perspective. The cost of owning and
running a motor vehicle on the RACV's figures, even
for the cheapest vehicle, is about $102 a week, up to
about $260 a week for a Toorak tractor. That $50 up
front is not lost because it is still money one will spend
over time. Compared with the cost of owning a motor
vehicle it is minuscule and not to be worried about.
Is there another way of doing it? I suppose in a pristine
society where everyone does the right thing we would
all be sent a bill and then it would be paid for in 30
days, 60 days or whatever the agreed term was. I would
love such a system, but the reality is that too many
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people in our community abuse that type of system. To
realise that one only has to look at the bad debt
problems in the gas and electricity industries or those
faced by anyone who runs a credit business. They
always have great difficulty with a small number of
people. What is the upshot of that? All those who do
the right thing are penalised because it costs the
businesses more to recover from the recalcitrants.
The City Link system puts everybody on the same
basis, one pays in advance. As I said, $50 in this day
and age compared with the cost of owning a motor car
is minuscule. The opposition should not hang its hat on
that and say people cannot afford that amount of money
because if one can afford a motor car one can afford
$50 in a toll account that is used for one's own
purposes. It is not $50 for which there is no value.
HOIL Pat Power - There are plenty of people who
cannot afford petrol in their cars.
HOIL N. B. Lucas - One cannot get anywhere if
one cannot put petrol in a car.

Hon. W. R. BAXTER - Of course not. The
system allows for the amount to be regularly topped up
by a variety of means, whichever suits the particular
City Link transponder holder, be it by direct debit to a
bank account, credit card or cash.
Transurban is in the business of selling road space and
of making opportunities available to its customers. That
is the way things are heading in all walks of life. Many
people are quite happy to have a direct debits system in
place, and for those who want that facility it will be
available with Transurban. It is my guess that 95 per
cent of motorists who use City Link will arrange for
some sort of automatic topping up of their credit with
Transurban from their bank accounts because it will be
simple, safe, easy, and secure.
Honourable members have heard a bit about the
opposition's obsession with privacy. I also believe that
people ought not to be overseen by Big Brother, but
there is no suggestion of that occurring with City Link.
The transponder system will identify only vehicles, not
drivers, because it does not automatically follow that
the person in whose name a car is registered is the
driver. What is the practical difficulty about that? Many
people use credit cards at places such as Myer and at
restaurants and no-one complains that that provides a
record for all and sundry of where they have been.
Bon. Louise Asher - ATMs are another example.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - I was going to come to
the example of ATMs, Minister. A TMs identify where
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cardholders are because only cardholders have their
PIN numbers. If access is made to a bank account at an
A1M in Fitzroy Street, St Kilda, the person accessing
the account has to be the account holder because he or
she is the only person with the appropriate PIN number,
whereas the City Link charging system identifies only
motor vehicles. The privacy considerations have been
grossly overemphasised by the opposition. These days
people use their credit card numbers on the Internet, so
they cannot have too many concerns about privacy.
Hon. Jean McLean intetjected.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - The right to and need for
privacy must be balanced against the willingness of
people to embrace modern technology. For those who
care to look, Mrs McLean, the evidence suggests that
today society is embracing new technology with gusto
and enthusiasm. The take-up of mobile phones,
telephone banking, credit cards and the Internet
demonstrates that people are prepared and happy to use
new technology - and why wouldn't they when it
delivers convenience, security and speedier
transactions? As always, people are voting with their
feet.

I have no concerns at all about privacy considerations,
because as Mr Lucas spelt out to the house earlier today
the legislation contains stiff penalties for the misuse of
the information collected or its dissemination to
unauthorised persons. I am happy with the safeguards
contained in the bill. I believe the opposition is
overstating the privacy question and that it is not a
concern in the community other than among a small
minority of people who often use the issue as an excuse
to run ideological arguments because they do not
happen to like the capitalist society. I do not believe the
community should be unduly swayed by those who
want to impede the great bulk of the population from
going about their everyday business in a relaxed
fashion.
I emphasise again that there is nothing compulsory
about the use of City Link. The new road system will
deliver huge benefits to the city in jobs, increased
competitiveness, reductions in stress for motorists,
reductions in pollution and a range of other benefits that
have already been listed by Mr Lucas. However, it will
be entirely up to individual motorists as to whether they
use it or not - there will be no compulsion.
I predict that two years from now the Melbourne City
Link Authority will report to the house - another
magnificent report like the one that was tabled a month
or so ago - chronicling the outstanding success of the
City Link project and the fact that it is being used by

motorists in Melbourne - including Mr Nardella, and
even Mr Nguyen coming in from the west - because
they will have found it to be such a good system it
would be silly of them not to use it.
Hon. T. E. EREN (Doutta Galla) - It is with great
sadness that I join the debate because the bill will
impose even more hardship on Victorian motorists who
use the City Link tollway and the Exhibition Street
extension than they already experience. If motorists
plan to use the to11way on a regular basis they must first
provide an incredible amount of personal information to
the toll operators, much of which will be totally
irrelevant to the driving of motor vehicles on roads that
have been used for the past 20 or 30 years. It will
certainly be irrelevant to the toll operators.

Motorists who wish to use the system must also pay
money to the operators in advance. If they choose to
take up the so-called privacy option under which they
do not have to provide quite so much personal
information they will be further penalised by having to
make higher advance payments. The safeguards
designed to ensure the privacy of the information to be
provided are a joke. The bill provides that anyone
breaching the privacy provisions may face a penalty of
$10 000. The government must admit that that would
be only a slap on the wrist for the company.
Hon. R. M. Hallam -

A slap on the wrist?

Hon. T. E. EREN - It sure is.
Hon. R. M. Hallam -

It is a very big slap!

Hon. T. E. EREN - To have any sort of deterrent
effect each breach must carry a compulsory minimum
fine of$1O 000, otherwise people will be prepared to
run the risk of using the information improperly. It is
proposed that registration payments will be linked to
drivers' bank accounts or credit cards. The bill does not
provide for security of account information or for prior
notice to be given that the authority is going to
withdraw more money, at its discretion. That is not
good enough.

If motorists use the tollway without paying a
registration fee in advance, even in a once-off or
irregular manner, they will be treated as criminals and
may face a $500 penalty. They will have only until
noon on the day following the unplanned or unprepaid
usage to pay for their unscheduled trip. The minister
must admit that that is ridiculous.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - I don't admit it. You have
misconstrued the entire thing.
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Hon. T. E. EREN - There are so many reasons
why motorists may not reasonably be able to do what is
required that it is not funny. Again the government is
stepping in to help its mates and get them out of
trouble. Operators of any other business endeavour
would have to run the risk ofbad debts or implement
their own enforcement or collection procedures, but
thanks to the current government and the Premier, not
City Link.

You must admit, Minister, that on this privately
operated road that will rake in millions of dollars
through tolls, Transurban will get its money back in 10
to 12 years and the community will end up paying for
an additional 22 years.
The operators do not even have to follow normal
commercial law practices. Instead they pass details over
to the state to recover money on their behalf, treating
the state as an infringement office. What do they get for
their money? In my electorate in the north-west of the
state many people are unemployed and are suffering
under the hands of this government. They are losing
their money at Crown Casino - and that money goes
into the coffers of the Liberal Party. They will not be
able to pay toll fees in advance. What will happen to
them, Minister?
Hon. R. M. Hallam - They must be really
consoled that you are representing them!
Hon. T. E. EREN - Any representative, including
me, will unfortunately not be paying the toll. If you
were paying the toll you would not be talking like that,
Minister. The greed of the operators is showing through
again. Construction is still under way - we understand
that a major construction such as this is bound to have
hiccups. The opposition does not oppose the City Link
but it is opposed to locking out people who cannot
afford to take the City Link to get where they want to
go. They should have the option not to use it, but what
is this government doing? It is closing off the options
by denying the freeway to those who cannot afford to
use it.

There is still no noticeable benefit in using the road.
The people coming in from the north-west have
suffered through the construction. Every morning when
I come down that freeway I experience delays of up to
an hour and a half. Who is going to pay for their time?
This government? This government will pay for the
time ofTransurban if it is in any difficult position. It
will do exactly the same as it did with the gas
situation - it was a shame that the Gas Industry Acts
(Amendment) Bill went through this house yesterday.
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I will leave it at that. Things that have been said by me
and other members of the opposition, including
Mr Nguyen who delivered an excellent speech, should
be taken on board if the government genuinely has the
Victorian community at heart. I strongly oppose the
bill.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
oppose the Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill.
Many of my constituents oppose the City Link.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - Have you asked them?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes. They oppose it
because of the toll on the Tullamarine Freeway. There
is no reason for the government to impose a toll on the
Tullamarine Freeway, which is an existing road. Many
people in my electorate and in the neighbouring
electorate of Essendon are opposed to the imposition of
a toll on the existing freeway. There was no reason
whatsoever why some of the $233 million that went
into building the yellow salute to Viagra at the entrance
to the freeway could not have gone toward expanding
the Tullamarine Freeway and keeping it as a free road.
There will be considerable reaction to the imposition of
a toll on the Tullamarine Freeway from my constituents
in Melbourne North.
Mr Baxter said that people have a choice but when the
government makes it virtually impossible for people to
use alternative routes, as this government has agreed to
do through legislation, there is little choice. When the
government orders the narrowing ofFootscray Road,
an excellent road that takes a considerable amount of
commercial traffic, reducing it from four lanes to two
lanes-Hon. R. M. Hallam intetjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, Footscray Road
will go from four lanes to two lanes each way.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - From four lanes down to
two?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes. When was the
last time you drove along Footscray Road?
Hon. Bill Forwood - It is an eight-lane highway!
HON. D. A. NARDELLA - It is four lanes each
way, and your government will reduce that from four
lanes to two.
Hon. R. M. Hallam intetjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Your legislation was
passed a number of years ago. Just because you have
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not kept up with the legislation because you do not care
about the western suburbs does not mean that it is not
true.
Those are the types of choices that the government is
foisting on the community. The minister still looks
puzzled. He still does not understand what he is doing. I
find that amazing.

Hon. R. M. Hallam inteIjected
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is Footscray Road,
not Dynon Road; and the reduction is from four lanes to
two.
Hon. R. M. Hallam inteIjected
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, it absolutely is.
So you cannot come in here and talk about choice.
A government member inteIjected.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - No, I am sure it is
Footscray Road. Dynon Road is the other road. You
cannot come in here and talk about choice when you
are allowing such things to happen.
My next point is that the toll is highway robbery.
Victorian motorists will not have to pay into the
Transurban fund but they most likely will do certainly most metropolitan drivers will. Whether the
minimum amount to be paid up front will be $50 or
$100 has not yet been determined.
A government member inteIjected.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is not in the bill- I
have read it. Transurban can create - Hon. Bill Forwood inteIjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I read all my bills,
Mr Forwood, so I know this bill does not detail the
minimum up-front amount to be imposed. Transurban
could impose a minimum of $1 00, $150 or $200. As
Mr Baxter said, there is no restriction on the amount of
money that Transurban can keep in its accounts through
its automatic payment deduction system. There are no
restrictions on the amount that can be levied up front.
For example, it could be $50 this week and Transurban
could make it $100 next week and $200 in January.
Once people are using the road and are locked in by an
automatic deduction system, money will be ripped out
of people's bank accounts. Is that so, Minister?
Hon. R. M. Hallam - No.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - What is the case?
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - There would have to be
authority.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Oh, authority! Just as
there was the authority to build, but not expand, the
casino and to honour the contract requirements. All
casino management has to do is ask the government for
anything they want and they get it.
Hon. R. M. Hallam inteIjected
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - And you are going to
knock them back, Minister? When they come to you
and cry poor, are you going to say no?
Hon. W. R. Baxter inteIjected
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Mr Baxter says
Transurban will not want to offend its customers, the
motorists of Victoria. Transurban will not care. Ifit has
$100 or $200 per customer and that becomes a pool of
$300 million or $400 million earning interest on the
overnight bank rate, Transurban will not care. It will not
matter how much it charges. Transurban does not really
care about its customers anyway because this
government has absolutely closed off the real
options - peoples' choices will all be closed off.
The Western Ring Road on the other side of the West
Gate Freeway is already chock-a-block. When the next
stage of the Tullamarine Freeway opens it will also be
chock-a-block because people will use that part of the
freeway to avoid the tollway.

Mr Baxter referred to a $50 up-front fee being a
minuscule amount, not worth worrying about. What an
appalling statement. Many of the people that Mrs Hogg
and I represent in Melbourne North Province do not
have $50 to scratch themselves with at the end of the
week.

Hon. W. R. Baxter - They would not own a motor
car.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - They have to use a
motor car. The tollway is all encompassing and is the
only route many of those people can use to get to work
or to do whatever they need to do. If a child is seriously
ill the parents will have to travel to the Royal
Children's Hospital. They will not use the side streets
ofPascoe Vale or Brunswick; they will take the
Tullamarine Freeway and be penalised for their trouble.
As I said, many people in the northern suburbs cannot
afford the $50 to lodge with Transurban, a company
whose shares are about $650.
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Hon. R. M. Ballam - Have you got shares in
Transurban?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - No, I do not have any
shares; I have property. I have listed all my assets in the
register of pecuniary interests, unlike some members of
the other house. The legislation is guaranteeing the
profits ofTransurban. It is a guarantee by the
government of the day for Transurban, a private
company, to maintain and improve its profits.
Hon. Pat Power -

It is a line of credit.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, it is a line of credit.
As with the cash cow known as Crown Casino, where
the government has made it easy for Uncle Lloyd and
Uncle Ron to suck the lifeblood out of the community,
the City Link project will do the same thing for
Transurban and the government's mates associated
with that organisation.
Mr Baxter telegraphed the future intention of the
government. Once the gas and electricity industries are

fully privatised after 2001, unlike other companies they
will not have to issue invoices or accounts, because
they will have a guaranteed cash flow. The only way
Victorians will be able to access gas or electricity or use
the tollway in the future will be by depositing $50 or
$100 into their bank accounts so that those
organisations can make a direct debit for the service.
That is what Mr Baxter is saying. The government is
giving a guarantee so private corporations can rip
money out of the community. People will have to pay
them money up front; otherwise they will not receive
the service. My constituents will not have a choice
because many of them cannot afford the $50 or $100
they will be a required to pay to obtain that service.
For all those reasons I strenuously oppose the bill. The
Minister for Roads and Ports will not open the new City
Link project; it will be opened by the Premier. I warn
the government that people will not like to see $40 or
$50 a month coming out of their bank accounts to be
deposited with Transurban. The yellow salute to Viagra
is a symbol for the Kennett government, but it will not
work.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 30
Asher,Ms
Ashrnan, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr
BirreIl, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Boardman. Mr

Furletti,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Lucas,Mr
Lucl<ins, Mrs
Powell, Mrs
Ross, Or
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Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr (Teller)
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr
Forwood,Mr

Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr (Teller)
Varty,Mrs
Wells,Or
Wilding, Mrs

Noes, 8
Eren, Mr (Teller)
Gould, Miss (Teller)
Hogg,Mrs
McLean,Mrs

Nardella, Mr
Nguyen,Mr
Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr

Pairs
Craige,Mr
Knowles,Mr

Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. M. BALLAM (Minister for Finance) By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I will respond briefly to the issues raised by Mr Power
in his contribution. Mr Power sought a government
response on a number of specific issues and I will deal
with them in the order in which he raised them.
The first was in respect of privacy. The existing act sets
out a strong privacy regime and the bill reinforces and
strengthens the privacy provisions. That reinforcement
will put the Melbourne City Link Act at the forefront of
privacy legislation. Transurban and the operator are
obliged to protect the privacy of all tolling records that
contain private information unless the release of that
information is permitted under the bill- for example,
for the operation of the tolling system or to the police in
regard to an indictable criminal offence. The provisions
are quite specific. I can give Mr Power a commitment
that the bill sets out very clearly the government's
current position and that there is no intention to change
it
I also say by way of response to Mr Eren that the
privacy requirements are supported by a penalty of up
to $10 000 for each non-permitted use of the tolling
information. He described it as 'a slap on the wrist'.
Notwithstanding what the honourable member
suggested, I suggest that a penalty of $1 0 000 for each
non-permitted use is a very substantial penalty indeed.
Mr Power also talked about the penalties. I want to set
the record straight because there has been some
confusion in respect to the issue.
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The bill provides a penalty for a motorist who uses the
Melbourne City Link without first being registered with
Transurban or its operator. The penalty is $100 if a
penalty infringement notice is issued and up to $500 if
the case is taken to court. The penalties are unchanged
from those provided in the original 1995 act and are the
same as apply to public transport fare evasion. In the
other place there was some confusion about the penalty
to be imposed should a matter go to court, but
honourable members there were comparing apples and
oranges. If a traffic infringement matter went to court
the penalty would be much more than $100. I hope
Mr Power understands that.
Hon. Pat Power -
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Yes.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - In respect the pre-lease
period, the concession deed provides for a deemed lease
in the period between the opening of the link and the
finalisation of the lease. The provision is required
because it may take some time for the lease to be fully
executed. I am informed that the bill enables the
minister to declare that part of the land that is or had
been licensed to Transurban to be a road, either a
freeway or a public highway. That is necessary so that
road enforcement and administrative powers will apply
to City Link. It is important for Mr Power to know that
no special financial arrangements apply in the period
between the opening and the finalisation of the link the arrangements that apply are the same as for the rest
of the concession period.
In respect of the application of municipal rates on the
customer service site, under the Melbourne City Link
Act the roads are defined as not being rateable land it exempts the roads from council and other rates, as is
the case with all other roads. However, the bill provides
that the rate exemption does not extend to the customer
service site because the customer service centre is part
of Transurban's commercial offices and should operate
on the same basis as other businesses.

route 91 is a very special type of to 11 road - a four-lane
tollway in the median strip of a public freeway. It sells
to motorists faster travel than is available on the
immediately adjacent freeway. It is very special and
there is no basis for using it to draw an inference that
City Link will proceed in the culture of that tollway.
I was intrigued to hear Mr Power say that the
government would spend $10 million on advertising the
City Link project because it was the first time I had
heard that figure mentioned. As Minister for Finance I
was a bit taken aback, but sometimes I am the last to
hear of these things, so I took the trouble to find out.
I am not aware of any budgetary allocation for
advertising from the public purse. In fact I am informed
it is understood Transurban is the party responsible for
the entire concept of the promotion of the City Link and
the $10 million may be more a product of your
imagination than of any budget paper. That is my
position on that matter.

In respect of the GST, Mr Power gave me the response
at the time he posed the question. He understands as
well as I do that we will wait until we see the whites of
their eyes on the GST legislation. The GST is likely to
apply to tolls. I do not walk away from that. But you
must remember that even if it does apply to tolls there is
the quid pro quo of the enormous reduction in the cost
of transport in the background, so it is not a one-way
street. In any event I look forward to a future
opportunity to debate that issue on a much more factual
basis, given that we have at long last got a GST and
that, of itself, would be a good outcome for the
community.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

Accordingly, the customer service site will not be
exempt from municipal rates and Transurban will have
to pay rates on that site on the same basis as other
businesses. Clause 6(3) of the bill amends section 96(4)
of the principal act so that it will state:
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Licensed land and leased land (except the Link control site
and the customer service site) are not rateable land within the
meaning of section 154 of the Local Government Act 1989.

I turn to deal with the California state route 91 issue and
the ramifications that flow from it in respect of the
management ethos and increases in tolls on City Link. I
had to check the details because I do not profess to be
familiar with state route 91. I am informed that state

Debate resumed from 17 November; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill makes a
number of alterations to the gaming regime in Victoria
The main alteration is that it includes provisions to
legislate for what is essentially a gift of$73 million to
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Crown Casino, despite Crown's failure to build the
second hotel tower.

amount, the extra tables were granted to Crown Casino,
thus increasing its potential earnings.

It was announced earlier this year at the same time as
the government announced it would not give tax cuts to
Victorians, so Victorians missed out on tax cuts but the

Hon. R. M. Hallam - They pay a substantial
licence fee.

proprietors of Crown Casino did not miss out on their

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The
Auditor-General took into account the increase in the
licence fee but said the state was still $174 million short
as a result of that arrangement.

tax cuts. I will come back to that issue.

The bill contains a number of other changes, one of
which is that members of the former Victorian Casino
Control Authority will be able to work in the gaming
industry after leaving their employment with the
authority. The opposition registers its concern about
this matter because it has the potential to undermine the
independence of the authority by having employees of
the authority dealing with a potential future employer.
That is not a healthy situation. I do not know why the
government has included that provision.
I can understand why people who have been involved
with the VCCA might want to work in the field in
future, but there would be an enormous temptation to
organise that while they are still members of the
VCCA. I am not sure why the minister wants to expose
the authority in that way.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - The VCGA.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- Yes, the VCGA.
The bill also provides that the authority can allow
members of the current VCGA to work in the industry.
I think it was called the VCCA.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - It was.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The bill allows
members of the VCCA and members of the VCGA to
work in the area.
The opposition's major objection to the bill is that it lets
Crown Casino off to the extent of$73 million. It is a
most extraordinary use of Parliament to bestow
financial advantage on a business which, as everyone in
Victoria knows, is very close to the government.
When the legislation to amend the casino management
agreement was passed in 1995 the Treasurer stated that
he was ratifying the second agreement reached between
Crown Casino and the government of Victoria It is
interesting that the Auditor-General found that as part
of that agreement the state had granted Crown Casino a
$174 million gift in the form of an increase from 200 to
350 in the number of tables it could have. I can recall
the debates in this house about the increased number of
tables. The truth is that, whether the amount was
$174 million as the Auditor-General said or a smaller

In his second-reading speech on the bill that increased

the number of tables from 200 to 350 the minister said:
Crown is required to upgrade and extend the hotel, with a
second hotel to be located on adjacent land.

The clear indication is that Crown Casino was given an
extra 150 tables.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - They weren't given the
tables.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Crown Casino
was granted the extra tables partly on the basis that it
would upgrade and extend the hotel.
The next year the government announced further
changes to the Casino Management Agreement Act and
lauded the changes to the design of the casino and the
addition of the lyric theatre. On 28 May 1996 the
Premier said:
One of the objectives of the government over the past three
and a half years has been to build on Melbourne's cultural
strength. It has always been my hope that we would be able to
build a purpose-built lyric theatre of about 1800 seats in this
city in the same way that many of these theatres are now
being specifically built around the world.

He went on to say:
The decision by Crown this morning, as announced to the
Stock Exchange at 9.30 am., that it intends to build an
1800-seat lyric theatre as part of the entertainment facility at
the new casino is good news for Melbourne and will ensure
that potentially we can offer not only one but maybe two or
three major productions in this city for Victorians and also as
a drawcard for visitors to Victoria

Hon. D. A. Nardella - That's not going to happen,
is it?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It's not,
Mr Nardella, but I also remember what happened when

Mrs McLean raised concerns about the lyric theatre. At
the time she indicated that she thought there was not
enough room for another theatre in Melbourne, and she
was ridiculed by the government. She was criticised
because she dared to question whether Melbourne
needed another theatre.
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Now Mrs McLean has been vindicated through the
actions the government is taking. The Premier changed
his tune, but only when Crown changed its tune. He
apparently decided that Victoria no longer needed a
theatre because essentially his mates told him that they
could not afford to build one.

Of course he did not add, 'However, we reserve the
right to change the law to fix up any problem for our
mates'. In another sleight of hand, the minister gave an
assurance to this house that the law would be applied,
but it was not. He was not honest enough to say, 'We
will change the law'. In anybody's language, that is a
sleight of hand

The Premier's reaction was to state that:
There has been substantial public pressure and public
comment about there not being a need for another theatre in
Melbourne, given that many of our theatres are not full, and if
we were to have another theatre it would mean that some of
those traditional theatres would not be occupied.

That could have been a quote ofMrs McLean., who said
almost exactly the same thing in this house and was
criticised for doing so. It was all right for the Premier to
say later that we did not need to build another theatre
because we cannot fill the ones we have already. It was
all right to do that once it became clear that his mates at
Crown Casino would not be able to build the lyric
theatre.
Most importantly, as the minister well knows, the
agreements included a number of penalties if the
building of the theatre did not proceed. A penalty of
$50000 a day was to apply to Crown if the lyric theatre
and the second hotel tower were not constructed by
November 1999.
Those fines were put in place as conditions of the
licence. They formed part of the process by which
Crown was given a whole range of things, including an
increase in the number of tables from 200 to 350. The
conditions were imposed because under the agreement
Crown was obtaining large windfalls through increased
tables and tax concessions. Because it was promising to
build the second hotel tower and lyric theatre as its
contribution to Melbourne's cultural assets, Crown
reaped the benefits of the extra tables.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - What tax concessions?
Hon. T.e. THEOPHANOUS- You can give
your own speech in response, if you like. But you are
well aware that Crown has been given concessions on
the amount paid by high rollers, and I am happy to go
through all of that. In fact the minister said in this place:
... I am happy to put on the record that the fine will be applied
... given that it is a condition of the licence that was part of the
legislation passed by this house. If there is to be any change in
the licence conditions, it requires the concurrence of
Parliament On that basis I can give the honourable member
precisely the assurance he is seeking: the letter of the law will
be applied as he would expect it to be.

Hon. R. M. HalIam - To do so would have
presumed on the Parliament.
Hon. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - But you knew
when you made the statement to the Parliament that
you had no intention - Hon. R. M. Hallam outside.

I would love you to say that

Hon. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - You had
absolutely no intention of implementing the law when
you made that statement.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - You are a grub.
Hon. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - You knew the
law was going to be changed.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - I'd be delighted for you to
mention that on the steps out the front. Say it publicly!
Hon. T. e. THEOPHANOUS - You will have an
opportunity to respond in the house if you want to. It is
quite clear from the way the minister put it to the house
that that is exactly what he had in mind because at that
time he did not give an assurance to the house that the
fine of $50 000 per day would be applied in the event
of a failure to meet the conditions. Rather, he carefully
chose his words to allow himself the out of coming into
the house and changing the law as this government
does willy-nilly.
One of the appalling features of the government that we
have to put up with is that it simply rams legislation
through the Parliament in a totally inappropriate way.
The government has decided to waive the contractual
rights of the government of Victoria so that the Premier
can deliver a $73 million gift to a company operated by
this government's friends. The federal Treasurer of the
Liberal Party-Hon. D. A. Nardella - Who is that?
Hon. T. e. THEOPBANOUS - Ron Walker.
Victorians are disgusted at the idea that Ron Walker
and Lloyd Williams are about to receive a gift of
$73 million when they cannot get decent schools and
hospitals. I ask honourable members to reflect on just
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how many extra beds, teachers in schools and jobs we
could achieve with that extra $73 million.
It is another disgraceful episode in this ongoing saga
with respect to Crown Casino. Sometimes we on this
side of the house wonder exactly who the director of
Crown Casino is - Lloyd Williams or the Premier.
The Premier comes out more often to defend Crown
Casino than does anybody else in the state. It is an
inappropriate position for the Premier to be in and he is
certainly not taking a hands-off approach, which is the
proper way to run a gaming industry.
Honourable members might be interested to know although I am sure the Minister for Finance could not
care less - that in the past 12 months Victoria has had
a record number of bankruptcies; an enormous number
of businesses have gone under. Not one of those small,
medium or larger businesses was given a handout of
$70 million, or even $7.3 million.
Bon. D. A. NardeUa -

Or even $73'

Bon. T. C. TIlEOPBANOUS - Yes, or even $73
to prop it up. Not so with Crown Casino, which is in a
different category altogether, because half the time Ron
Walker, one of the operators of Crown Casino, is
gathering money for the Liberal Party. No wonder the
government is concerned and is prepared to give
$73 million of taxpayers' money to Crown Casino.

This is an unhealthy relationship. On a number of
occasions over the past six years whenever Crown
Casino has asked, it has received. It is worth going
through the things that Crown has asked for. When it
asked for the licence in the first place it got the inside
running. That saga is still to be played out. The
government has tried to hide what has taken place in
relation to the initial bidding process. The minister has
tried to suggest that he did not know anything about it.
According to the minister, the process was pristine.
Gradually the facts are coming out The Victorian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal is looking at the issuepeople are appearing before it - and gradually it is
coming to light that financial details were made
available. The Premier has already started to back away
and redefine what he meant by financial details and so
on.
The first thing was the preferential treatment that was
meted out to Crown in the first place. When Crown
asked for an expansion in the number of beds from 360
to 1000, it got the government go-ahead. In June 1994
the government said yes - favour no. 2.
When Crown asked for more tables at the temporary
casino so it could fund the cost blow-out in the
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permanent casino construction budget the Premier
increased the number of tables from 130 to 189 without
an additional licence fee - favour no. 3. When Crown
wanted more tables at the permanent casino the Premier
went on radio and called for more tables. That was in
July 1995 - favour no. 4.
When Crown officially requested more tables the
Premier delivered on his promise and gave it an extra
150 tables at a discount rate, although the
Auditor-General was highly critical of it - favour
no. 5. When Crown asked for a high-roller tax cut the
Parliament handed it a 10 per cent sliding scale tax,
which was a massive cut to the casino's tax rate back in
1995. It got its tax cut - favour no. 6.
When advertisements warning of the dangers of
gambling were presented to the government it axed
them because they were too anti-gambling and too
anti-casino. That was another favour given to Crown
Casino. In October 1996, when the commonwealth
government announced that it might allow a rival
casino to be set up at Tul1amarine, the Premier was the
first one to say that this should not occur. He slammed
the federal government for even thinking about it.
Investors have been coming in and out of Crown
Casino - mostly going out, because the share price has
tumbled. I do not know exactly what the share price is
currently, but I believe it is about 42 cents, which is
down from about $2.80. Many ordinary Victorians
invested in the casino, unlike the honourable member
for Eltham, who knew when to get in and out in order
to make his money.
When this occurred there was one group that did not
come out - government agencies. The government
agencies stayed in, backed the casino to the hilt and
finished up losing $45 million. That is the kind of
backing you get from the government if you are Lloyd
Williams or Ron Walker. The government simply
changed the rules and provided the sort of support that
allowed the casino to stay afloat and make money.
The newspapers have condemned the latest episode.
The Age editorial of 4 July 1998 states:
Crown Casino has quite a successful record of getting what it
wants from Spring Street And when state cabinet meets on
Monday, it is a pretty safe bet that Crown's chainnan,
Mr Lloyd Williams, will once again get a decent handout
from the Kennett government ...
Crown would get financial relief-and Victorian taxpayers
would miss out on $73 million that, among other things,
could have funded more teachers in Victorian schools or
more beds for hospitals.
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That is not what the opposition states; that is the Age
editorial stating what it thinks about the disgusting
attempt by the government in the form of this bill to
hand $73 million to Crown Casino. In its editorial the
Australian Financial Review states:
Melbourne's casino--

Hon. R. M. Hallam - Is this the editorial of2 July
1998?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - I am following your speech
almost verbatim. It is a direct lift from the speech of the
honourable member for Niddrie in the other house.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You can try your
little tricks if you like.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - No, I have been following it.
You know the rules in this place; you make your own
speech.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Absolutely, as I
have.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - We will cut out the bits that
we can directly relate to Mr Hulls; there are great slabs
of it.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS-Minister,just
because the drongos who advise you try to point
something out to you without knowing anything about
it does not mean you need to do everything they say
when they send you in here.
Hon. R. M. Habm - Every time you get caught!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You do not have
to do whatever the drongos tell you to do.
The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. G. B. Ashman) - Order! There is no need for
this slanging match across the chamber.
Mr Theophanous should continue without assistance.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Continue with his own
speech for a change.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I want to keep
quoting from the Age and I make no apology for the
fact I am quoting the Age or the Australian Financial
Review. The Australian Financial Review reported the
following:
Melbourne's casino kings, Lloyd Williams and Ron Walker,
hit the jackpot in the political economy stakes again

yesterday, raking in a $73 million windfall thanks to their old
male, Victorian Premier leffKennett

Both the Australian Financial Review and the Age
editorials have said the same thing. Further, in the
Weekend Australian:
With Lloyd Williams bunkered down in the Crown Casino
and Premier JeffKennett suddenly affecting the gangster
look: - dark shirts, shiny ties - Melbourne is scandalised by
the unfolding Crown tragedy.
First Williams admits to being taken to the cleaners by big
gamblers and now he is pleading for help from the newly
resplendent Premier, looking for all the world like the
Godfather he is being asked to be ... so there is absolutely no
reason for the Victorian govermnent not to hold Crown to the
conditions of its licence.

It is not the opposition, it is not me but the Australian
saying that JeffKennett looks like and is acting like a
gangster.
Hon. W. L Smith - You shouldn't believe
everything you read in the papers.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not believe
everything I read in the papers but these happen to be
the opinion papers, Ms Smith. They are the editorials
from the major Victorian newspapers. Those editorials
are an indictment of this government and the actions
taken by it in relation to Crown Casino.

It is not necessary for me to refer to the bill in
significantly more detail. The opposition is strongly
opposed to the actions proposed by the government in
this bill. Lloyd Williams and Ron Walker have received
preferential treatment. There is no way of describing it
except to call it preferential treatment. That has
occurred in a number of instances and in a number of
ways. The Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority has
not been prepared to act on numerous opposition and
community requests for a proper examination of Crown
Casino and community interests. Despite Hudson
Conway being the subject of fraud investigations the
government and the Casino and Gaming Authority
have refused to act. The government and the authority
are not taking the appropriate action that would be
taken if any other individual or company was placed in
similar circumstances.
The current situation is not in Victoria's interest.
Although the Labor opposition appreciates that the
original casino proposals were introduced by it when in
office, the former government did not contemplate the
processes that would be adopted or the favouritism the
Kennett government has bestowed on Crown Casino.
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A number of serious issues need to be addressed about
the events surrounding Crown Casino, not the least of
which is whether the proprietors are fit and proper
people to run a casino. Other important
gambling-related issues need to addressed by the
community. The government is doing nothing about the
social problems that gambling brings to our
community. No serious attempt has been made to
understand that in many instances gambling in Victoria
has resulted in families breaking up and in people
pursuing careers in crime. Gambling problems have
even resulted in suicides.
It is not good enough for the government to say, 'It
does not matter because it is their choice, and because it
is their choice we have no responsibility'. It is not like
that. The government does not do that when it comes to
liquor. We do not say the community has no social
responsibility about those matters because it is their
choice as to whether they drink or not.

I have no doubt that, ifproperly run, Victoria's casino
can be of benefit to the state. However, it also involves
a set of arrangements or a convergence of interests
between the state and the casino. Honourable members
would know that the income from gaming taxes in the
state has skyrocketed. They have increased
dramatically, about 20 per cent over the past few years.
Therefore, the government has an interest in
maintaining a gaming industry and a casino that brings
in revenue for the government. However, it must be
done in a responsible way. The government has an
interest in collecting revenue from liquor, but it does
not encourage people to consume as much liquor as
possible to collect that revenue. That is not the case
with smoking either. For some reason the government
wants to treat gambling in a completely different
manner from the way it treats other categories.
This is all about favouritism and goes to the heart of
government. It is blatant. No good reason has been put
fOIWard as to why Crown Casino should be exempt
from the conditions that it signed and for which it
received benefits.
No argument has been put to justify it. No other
organisation can expect it in this state. For that reason
the opposition strongly opposes the proposed
legislation and will continue to oppose it until it is again
elected to government and brings to this state some
decency and honesty, which are sadly lacking under the
present government.
Hon. C. A. FURLEITI (Templestowe) - I am
pleased to speak in favour of the Gaming Acts (Further
Amendment) Bill. Although it is a relatively short bill,
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it amends six acts which currently control gaming and
the operation of a casino in this state, as is referred to in
the minister's second-reading speech. Some of the
amendments it contains are simply housekeeping
amendments, while others are significant. The
amendments to the Casino Control Act, the Club Keno
Act and the Gaming and Betting Act are substantially
of a housekeeping nature. This bill significantly affects
only three acts.
I would like to address in some detail the significant
changes the bill will introduce to gaming in this state, to
which the opposition saw fit not to pay a great deal of
attention.
The bill makes significant amendments to the Gaming
Machine Control Act. In my previous life I was
involved in liquor licensing law, as I have previously
indicated, and also became involved in some of the
early gaming venue applications. For people who
wanted to become involved in the industry the
requirement to have a full licence in place before
making application for a gaming licence was a major
impediment. It is pleasing to see that it is now possible
to apply for a gaming licence beforehand. The bill
clarifies the fact that applications can now be made for
venue premises approval for gaming in cases where a
conditional liquor licence has been granted under
section 80 of the Liquor Control Act. A licence may be
granted conditional upon building works being carried
out, and there may be other conditions that need to be
complied with before the licence takes effect. It is a
significant change that will assist people already in the
industry or who want to become involved in it to apply
for venue premises approval before the granting of a
liquor licence. The approval for the venue licence does
not become effective until and is married to the
granting of a liquor licence.
The amendments to the Gaming Machine Control Act
also expand the disciplinary action that can be taken
against manufacturers and suppliers of gaming
machines who are on the roll of manufacturers and
suppliers. Currently the only disciplinary action that can
be taken is to strike a manufacturer or supplier off the
roll, which in effect terminates its ability to do business
in the state. That is an incredibly harsh action that
would in all likelihood be used only in the most
extremely serious cases of breach.
This bill introduces fines of up to $5 million - an
amount consistent with the maximum fine for gaming
operators - as an alternative to manufacturers or
suppliers being removed from the list, but that sanction
will still be available to be imposed if circumstances
demand it.
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The bill extends the authority's powers of delegation so
that a panel of three instead of five committee members
may hear and determine applications for venue operator
licences or for the approval of premises. The bill also
removes from the scope of activity of the authority the
question of security in venues. In the past one of the
significant elements of every gaming licence
application has been the approval of appropriate
security arrangements. The government considers that it
is not so much an issue for the Victorian Casino and
Gaming Authority but rather for the gaming equipment
supplier and venue operators to determine what is
adequate security for the gaming venue. That is not to
say that there is any lessening of the obligations in
regard to security, standard of gaming equipment or
probity of the operators involved.
In my research for my contribution I found it interesting
that there appeared to be no opportunity for the
government to impose a penalty for late payment of
taxes or levies. This bill assists with hurrying along
people who are obliged to pay levies and taxes by
providing for the imposition of 20 per cent interest on
unpaid taxes, and should ensure prompt payment.

The last significant element of the amendments to the
Gaming and Machine Control Act is the removal of the
obligation of a venue operator to payout prizes when
equipment is malfunctioning. Currently the legislation
provides that if an electronic gaming machine
malfunctions, the operator is not obliged to pay. But
because of the sophistication of equipment such as the
interlinking of jackpots and like equipment now
involved in the conduct and control of electronic
gaming machines, it is appropriate that ifany part of the
equipment that controls the operation of electronic
gaming machines malfunctions, the operator should not
be obliged to pay.
The bill also amends the Gaming No. 2 Act by
substantially rounding off the edges of rules controlling
gaming in areas that are of benefit to the community,
charitable organisations, trade promotions and the like.
The bill introduces amendments to facilitate the audit of
those participants in gaming by imposing some
regulation on the banking of proceeds and the keeping
of records for bingo sessions, trade promotions and the
like. Under this legislation bingo centre operators will
no longer be obliged to provide certificates of
competence for volunteers and others, as is required
under the act, because third parties recommend that the
certificates be given for them and the operators have no
personal knowledge of their competence.
The last amendment to the Gaming No. 2 Act facilitates
the issuing of trade promotion lottery permits or bingo
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centre operators licences to corporate entities. It
SUIprises me that under the current law only an
individual can hold a licence, because on each occasion
that such an individual dies or leaves an organisation
conducting a bingo centre or lottery, a new application
needs to be made for a permit or licence. This
amendment requires a natural person to be the nominee
so that in the event of a change of that person, approval
for a new nominee rather than a new application needs
to be made.
Substantial amendments are made to the provisions of
the Casino (Management Agreement) Act. The bill
represents approval of the fifth deed of variation to the
provisions in the principal act governing the original
management agreement for the operation of the casino.
The opposition in this chamber and the other place has
taken issue with the proposals in the bill. The bill needs
to come before the house because section 15 of the
Casino Control Act provides that any management
agreement or variation to the management agreement
must be ratified by the Parliament. This is not the first
deed of variation; as I said, it is the fifth deed of
variation to come before the Parliament, each of which
have been approved.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What does that tell us?
Hon. C. A. FURLEITI - It tells us that the
system set up in 1991 by the previous Labor
government is to be applauded. 10 the past I have
supported that system. In 1991 the then government
established a totally independent and separate body that
created a gap between the government and gaming
industry operators. I quote from Hansard of24 April
1991. When introducing the Casino Control Bill in
another place the then Minister for Major Projects,
Mr Kennan, said in his second-reading speech:
The bill establishes a system of control of casinos and
provides for regulation of administrative and accounting
procedures, security, and surveillance systems as well as the
creation of various offences and strict licensing of key
participants including most casino staff.

The procedures in place are workable - indeed, they
have worked well. The Casino Control Bill was
introduced by the previous Labor government.
Section 141 outlines the functions of the Victorian
Casino and Gaming Authority. Subsection(2) provides:
Without limiting its other functions, the authority ...
(b) must advise the minister concerning policy in relation to

supervision and inspection of casinos.
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To take that a step further, one of the principal
objectives of the Casino and Gaming Authority is set
out in its annual report:
To act as a source of advice to the Minister for Gaming on
gambling issues and ensure that the government's policy on
gambling is implemented.

At page 82 of his Report on the Victorian
Government's Finances released earlier this month the
Auditor-General indicates that the Victorian Casino and
Gaming Authority was requested to advise the
government, pursuant to the sections of the Casino
Control Act to which I have already referred, on the
request by Crown Casino to defer the construction of
the second hotel tower and the lyric theatre. The
Auditor-General's report states in its final analysis:
Information obtained by the Victorian Casino and Gaming
Authority from a nwnber of sources within the tourism and
leisure industry, as part of its consideration of this matter,
indicated that there was already an adequate supply of hotel
accommodation within Melbowne for gaming clients and,
consequently, it was unlikely that there would be an adverse
effect on state revenues from Crown not proceeding with the
construction of the second hotel tower. Given these
circumstances, it was considered questionable by the
authority whether liquidated damages would be applicable in
the event that Crown failed to construct the second hotel
tower by 30 November 1999.

The opposition suggests that the government's
acceptance of variations to the agreement represents the
granting of a handout or giving of a gift. That is a
rehash of the line the opposition puts forward every
time gaming and casinos are debated. If the Leader of
the Opposition does not read the shadow
Attorney-General's speech in the other house, he
regurgitates a speech he made six months earlier. It is
always the same speech - or tripe - criticising the
same individuals.
The minister has done a fantastic job, not only as
Minister for Gaming but also as Minister for Finance.
Unfortunately, the opposition engages in the same old
gutter politics as compared with presenting policy because Labor has no policy. The Labor policy on the
casino I have been able to glean comes from a
newspaper article. Mr Brumby is reported in the Age of
8 May as stating the following:
We will also introduce new industry standards, including
clocks on walls, natura1light and more responsible placement
of automatic teller machines.

That is Labor's policy.
I refer to the view of the people of Victoria about what
Crown Casino has done, given the difficulties Crown
experienced earlier in the year. The Herald Sun

editorial of 11 May referred to Crown's turn in fortunes
and said ofMr Williams:
... Victorians wish him welL His enthusiasm has breathed new
life into the city, created jobs for 9000 people, and provided a
new direction for young people looking to begin their careers.
For this, Crown management deserves our praise.

Bon. D. A. Nardella- Who said that?
Bon. C. A. FURLEITI - That is from the Herald
Sun editorial of 18 May. The casino is not an ordinary
business. The Leader of the Opposition generously
admitted that properly run casinos can be of benefit to
the state. He said the government treats gambling
completely different from drinking and smoking. I
certainly hope that is so because they are different
industries. The opposition, having no idea of the
purpose of and support necessary for commercial
entetprises of this nature, seeks at every opportunity to
undermine and destroy. The 9000 jobs the editorial
referred to are not taken into account in any way, shape
or form in the opposition's contribution to debate.
The debate is about having an independent, arms-length
body advising the government. The government has in

every instance bar one accepted the advice and
recommendations of the Victorian Casino and Gaming
Authority. From recollection, the only time it has not
was when the government decided to put a cap on the
number of electronic gaming machines although the
authority thought more machines could be introduced.
The government respects the Victorian Casino and
Gaming Authority. It consults with it and takes notice
of its recommendations. In that context, and on the
recommendation of the VCGA, this bill will defer the
construction of the second tower and the lyric theatre
until 2003. I commend the bill to the house.

Bon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
oppose the Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill. It
is clear that once a government decides that revenue
from gambling is an acceptable way to fund a state
budget, anything that keeps the casino making money is
acceptable to that state. It is also blatantly clear that that
type of business encourages a particular type of
businessman to run a casino - a person with, to say the
least, a different kind of morality.
To be successful it is necessary to do everything
possible to con the casino punter: to have artificial
lighting with no daylight; no clocks; free buses that are
sent to collect people from the poorer suburbs; easy
access to automatic teller machines; and promises of
untold wealth.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. G. B. Asbman) - Order! It is becoming
extremely difficult to hear the contribution from
Mrs McLean. A number of members are intetjecting
while out of their places, which is disorderly. I ask
honourable members to allow the contribution to
continue, without assistance.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - A casino targets
particular groups in the community and uses
superstitions such as promoting the use of feng shui in
the building of the casino.

Under the heading' Judge accuses Crown of exploiting
Asians' an Age article of 14 November 1998 states:
A County Court judge yesterday accused Melbourne's Crown
Casino of exploiting impoverished and vulnerable Asian
gamblers.
Judge Peter Gebhardt said the casino, along with Australia's
biggest banks, was responsible for the 'cultural entrapment'
of Asians through gambling.
He made the attack while sentencing five people involved in
the theft of more than $700 000, mostly for gambling at the
casino.
'The evidence before me was conclusive that the casino
markets itself to Asians because of their love of gambling',
the judge said.
'The vulnerability of Asians to the temptations of gambling
were exploited ... the vulnerability of local, poor Vietnamese
is exacerbated'.

It is hard for even the most trusting of souls to
understand why a man who goes to the Melbourne Cup,
wagers and wins millions of dollars should be bailed
out by the taxpayers when his big-picture schemes run
into trouble. But the Premier says that what is good for
Williams and Walker is good for the state.
Hon. K. M. Smith - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, what Mrs McLean said about the
Premier is misrepresenting his position. I ask you to
have Mrs McLean withdraw her assertion.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. G. B. Asbman) - Order! There is no point of
order. The comments were part of the debate and if that
is the way an honourable member wishes to respond in
debate, he or she is entitled to do so.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - It is hard to extricate
ourselves from the source of about 18 per cent of the
budget. When the government has sold off all the
state's assets it is hard to know where the money is to
come from. This bill amends the act to ratify the fifth
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deed of variation to the management agreement for the
Melbourne casino. The second-reading speech states:
The government has adopted the advice of the Victorian
Casino and Gaming Authority that the completion date be
extended as a consequence of market factors, particularly the
negative impact of the Asian economic crisis ...

The deed extends the completion date for the
construction of the second tower and the lyric theatre
for four years, to 30 November 2003; that saves the
casino the obligation to construct untiI2003. If that
does not suit, I am sure another variation will be
approved.
In the Age of 3 July the editorial about the extension
states:
Crown Casino has quite a successful record of getting what it
wants from Spring Street and when state cabinet meets on
Monday it's a pretty safe bet that Crown chainnan, Lloyd
Williams, will once again get a decent hand-out from the
Kennett government., a $73-million hand-out

Hon. R M. HaIIam - Who said that?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - The editor of the Age.
When Williams and Walker were given the right to
increase the number of tables by 150 at a discount price
in 1996, the 31 May edition of the Age reported:
The state government could have demanded up to
$174 million more from Crown Casino for its extra 150
gaming tables. The Auditor-General's report has revealed a
damning review of the process behind the decision.
In his most savage assessment of the Kennett government's
administration so far, Mr Ches Baragwanath found that the
government had failed to justify its decision to allow Crown
to keep 'monopoly' profits of$259 million from the tables.
In his report, tabled in Parliament yesterday, Mr Baragwanath
said Crown paid a licence fee of only $85 million last October
when it got government permission for the extra tables leaving, on the report's findings, a shortfall for the taxpayer
and potential profits to Crown of$174 million.

They were also given a variation to allow them to build
the second tower and the lyric theatre. These were to be
built by 30 November 1999 or a penalty of$50 000 per
day was to apply.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - I didn't think you wanted
them to build the second tower.
Hon. JEAN McLEA.N - No, it was not necessary;
we should not have had it in the first place, as the
Premier explained.
Hon. R M. HaIlam - Then you should be
supporting the hill.
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The DEPI)TY PRESIDENT - Order! It would be
more helpful if the minister reserved his comments
until his summary of the debate.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - It was obvious that the
second tower of the hotel and the lyric theatre were not
needed in Melbourne when the white-shoe brigade of
Williams and Walker demanded and received a
guarantee. The second-reading speech states:
The Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority has advised that
the casino operator is currently capable of meeting the present
demand of gamblers for hotel accommodation and the
foreseeable demand dtning the period of extension.
Therefore, it is considered unlikely that there would be any
negative impact at this time upon state revenue derived from
this area
It was also determined that Melbourne's existing theatres are
capable of meeting the present and foreseeable demand and
that it was unlikely that there would be any reduction of state
revenue from the lack of additional theatre seats, should the
lyric theatre not be completed until the extended date.
The authority finther advised that if the casino operator was
forced to proceed with the construction of the second hotel
tower at this time, it could have a significant negative effect
on existing Melbourne hotels and those under construction.
The fifth deed of variation thus provides the best outcome for
the state ...

What a good friend of the casino the Victorian Casino
and Gaming Authority is. It is certainly the best
outcome for Walker and Williams, who will not have to
pay $50 000 a day; instead they will receive a
$73 million gift from Victorian taxpayers, and will not
have to pay until 2003. As Mr Theophanous said, that
money would be much better spent on our hospitals and
schools. Those greedy, sleazy men who run the casino
thought they could suck the life out of the CBD and
into the gambling den and commercial complex, and
fill the lyric theatre with tired old United States
musicals that are popular with the Premier but not with
everybody in Melbourne, and the girlie shows.
HoD. R. A. Best - Girlie shows!
HoD. JEAN McLEAN - Yes, the dance girls with
their short spangled pants. They want to pull the hotel
trade over to their hotels, get the retail and cafe trade
into their arcades and so on. All those trendy imported
clothes shops went broke, but they would not have
given a damn ifit destroyed the rest ofMelboume. We
heard from the Premier about the benefits that would
flow to us lesser mortals when the high rollers, the
Asian gentlemen they went off to lure here at great
expense who, having destroyed the living conditions in
their own countries by corruption, logging, drug
running, the arms trade and slave labour, came in their
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executive jets with their ill-gotten booty to splash on the
gambling tables with special suites full of the
decadence they demand, such as nude croupiers,
prostitutes, cocaine, and probably Viagra. There is also
the exclusive golf course.
This was all acceptable, apparently, to give Victoria a
percentage in tax to keep our economically rationalist
government afloat. But this gilt-edged dream was not to
be. The high rollers won money - they did not lose
it - and the countries they plundered with their
corruption and dishonesty collapsed like a pack of
cards. Our high-rolling heroes are being exposed while
their countries are in turmoil and the military is being
used to plunder and murder their citizens. Their wealth
has been hidden in tax havens and secret bank accounts.
If these gamblers manage to get overseas it will not be
to Crown Casino they go but to the countries that
protect them. Maybe some of them will end up in
Majorca Although Crown does not want to go ahead
with its luxury hotel tower it wants to build cheap hotel
rooms in an adjacent block in the hope that it can get
country or interstate people to lose their money on
gaming machines, of which it wants another thousand
It is very touching to discover that the main reason
Mr Williams opened the casino was to help young
people with jobs, training and employment. He has
already sacked hundreds of young people, but he is
trying to curry sympathy among the community by
showing how important the casino is to employment
and training.

Mr Williams now admits he spent too much on
Melbourne's $2 billion-plus casino. With the benefit of
hindsight he says that he overcapitalised the site. I wish
he had talked to me before he created that architectural
monstrosity on the banks of the Yarra River, but no, he
talked to his mates in Las Vegas, looked at the erupting
volcano and crass decorations and decided he had to
have a bigger and crasser building than anyone else in
the Southern Hemisphere. I would have advised him to
build a cheap temple to Mammon instead of a $2 billion
edifice. A cheaper one would be much easier to pull
down when Victorians have had enough. But he did not
come to me for advice, he listened to the advice of the
nerds who believe only US crap is good, such as cafes
like Planet Hollywood glorifying US movie stars and
basketball players.

Williams complained that the middle classes shunned
his casino. He thought that sort of crap would entice
them into his palace along with the high rollers to make
him king of the entertainment world and stinking rich.
Of course he is stinking rich, in part thanks to the
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taxpayer windfalls the government keeps awarding
him, but the shareholders are not so sure they are
winning. He had to keep the first birthday of the casino
very low key. There were no grinning photographs with
the Premier this year.
The ongoing casino saga is played out almost daily in
the press, none of it very edifying but much of it
disturbing, with families being ruined because of
gambling addiction, houses lost, divorces, suicides and
neglected children.
The Age of 14 November under the heading 'Doubts
grow over purity of casino bid' reports:
A ministerial 'hands off' approach has been challenged by
evidence to a tribunal.
State government assurances that the casino tendering process
was as 'pure as driven snow' became slightly muddied this
week as a tribunal heard more evidence that ministers did not
take a 'hands off' approach.
The Casino Control Authority was enshrined in legislation to
be independent of government to ensure public confidence in
the selection process. This was all the more crucial because
one of the directors of Crown, Mr Ron Walker, was and still
is the federal treasurer of the Liberal Party and close mend of
the Premier, Mr leffKennett.
At the time of bidding, Mr Walker and the Premier were
working on other top-secret business: wresting the Australian
grand prix from South Australia The fact that Melbourne had
won the grand prix was not shared with Crown's international
rival, m Sheraton.

I refer to an article headed 'A tale of two mates? You
bet' that was published at page 4 of the Australian of
12 November. It states:
It was billed as a bailout - Kerry Packer helping his
long-time mate, Lloyd WiIliarns, out of a tight financial spot

But some time during the past two months, one of the two
multimillionaire mates did just that - bale out of the deal.
Since before it opened, the history of Crown casino has been
an irresistible story - a financial drama, a political comedy
of errors, and for the shareholders a tragedy.
But it has also been a tale of two mates.
Packer was there from the start, bailing out his mate by taking
124 million shares in the Crown float at the 11 th hour, giving
him a 27 per cent stake.
But in September 1996, he sold 75 million of the shares,
pocketing $120 million and retaining an 8 per cent stake.
Two months later, in what must have put enormous strain on
the mendship, WiIliarns blamed Packer for the collapse in
Crown's share price and told him he should sell his remaining
stake.

It goes on and on, and at the end states:
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And Williarns yesterday was careful to leave the door wide
open to an influx of money from his good mate.

So he has not completely scrubbed it out. They are the
games played by the sorts of people who run casinos.
Lloyd Williams and Ron Walker went into the casino
bid with their eyes wide open, and they did the same
thing in relation to the variation to the second tower and
the lyric theatre. They are greedy. They gambled and
took on an obligation to pay $50 000 a day if they could
not finish on time - and they should have to pay up.
They like other people to gamble and lose, but they
want, and get, only a sure thing. For that reason, I
oppose the bill.
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I
oppose the Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill,
which amends a number of gaming acts. It amends the
Casino (Management Agreement) Act to ratify a fifth
deed of variation of the casino management agreement,
makes amendments to the Gaming No. 2 Act to
increase financial accountability for bingo operators
and to ensure activities carried out for community
organisations or charities receive any donated funds,
and proposes changes to the Gaming Machine Control
Act to better tailor sanctions against manufacturers and
suppliers of gaming equipment against whom
disciplinary action is required, and to change some of
the arrangements for the granting of licences to gaming
operators.
The fifth deed of variation of the casino management
agreement extends the deadline for completion of the
southern tower of the hotel and the lyric theatre by an
extra four years to November 2003. Ibat amendment
will benefit Crown to the value of$50 000 a day in
damages that it will not have to pay for
non-completion, or a total of$73 million over the
deferral period The failure of Crown to meet its
construction obligations under the terms of the licence
agreement raises some interesting questions about the
initial granting of the licence.
Firstly, the construction cost of the casino has ended up
being double the cost that was projected in the initial
licence tender. How could the initial projections have
been so significantly underestimated? Any financially
prudent consortium would have factored into a licence
tender the risk of reduced revenue streams such as those
arising out of the decline in South-East Asian
economies. It seems that Crown was able to dazzle the
Premier with a low-cost tender on which it would never
be able to deliver.
The casino tendering process was highly competitive.
The imposition of damages fines for non-compliance
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with tenders was put in place to ensure that competitors
were accountable for what they were submitting, and to
waive or defer the damages payable undermines the
integrity of the government licence tendering process. I
will be very surprised if the second tower ever gets
built. If Crown had been serious about market prospects
it would have timed the construction to coincide with
the increase in the demand for hotel rooms for the 2000
Olympic Games.
The second tower may have been made redundant
following the Kennett government's approval in
November 1994 of the right to increase the number of
hotel rooms in the current tower from 360 to 1000. The
650 rooms that were proposed for the southern tower
have already been provided in the increase in the room
capacity of the Crown Towers Hotel. Media reports
indicate that Crown's directors already concede that the
existing hotel has unsatisfactory occupancy rates. I will
be very surprised if Crown does not seek to have the
proposal for the second tower dropped on or before
November 2003.
At the end of the day the taxpayers of Victoria will
forgo $73 million in lost damages - not a great deal of
money in the context of the turnover of the casino. That
$73 million could have been used to help the Victorian
community by financing improvements to the Princes
Highway between the West Gate Bridge and Geelong.
A number of other speakers have commented in more
detail on the deed of variation, so I will focus on the
amendments to the Gaming Machine Control Act,
because those amendments concern me and my
community.
The purpose of the bill is to reduce from five to three
the number of members of the board of the Victorian
Casino and Gaming Authority to form a quorum for a
hearing to determine an application for a venue licence.
The number is also reduced for hearings on approval of
premises for gambling.

density of gaming machines in the western suburbs is
too great. The municipalities ofMaribymong, Hobsons
Bay and Brimbank alone account for nearly 10 per cent
of Victoria's gaming machines. The VCGA should take
more care in its assessment of new licences to limit any
negative social impact caused by saturation of gaming
machines.
The control of the density of gaming machines was
brought to my attention in a letter from Mrs Be Ha, JP,
president of the Springvale Indochinese Mutual
Assistance Association, SICMAA. The letter explains
the problems faced by Indochinese communities
through gambling. The long letter is addressed to me as
a member of Parliament and states in part:
Dear Sir,
I am seeking your assistance in raising a nwnber of serious

concerns that we have on the state of worsening gambling
problems in the S-E suburbs in the Parliament at the earliest
opportunity ...
In 1994, our association was among the very first welfare
groups in the state that publicly raised the alarm bell about the
adverse effects that the new casino caused to the Indochinese
community in Melbotnne. We called upon the state
government to establish a genuinely independent community
impact study to assess and control the adverse effects of
gambling in the community before it is too big or too late to
handle.
Four years later, our worst fears have become a reality. From
a community that had virtually no problem with gambling
prior to 1994, the Indochinese community is now plagued
with gambling problems with devastating scores offamily
breakdown. suicide, business bankruptcy, drug and alcohol
abuses, family violence, loss of saving and family homes,
youth homelessness, youth substance abuse and youth
gambling problems ...
We, therefore, would like to put forward a nwnber of
recommendations to the Parliament for consideration - -

In his second-reading speech the minister indicated the
reduction is necessary to bring those hearings into line
with others conducted by the VCGA. Applications for
new gaming venues and licences probably require more
input by VCGA members than any other type of
hearing.

Hon. R. M. HaIlam - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, Mr Nguyen should know the
rules. He asked me for leave to incorporate a very long
letter into Hansard. I said I did not think that was
appropriate. It is just as inappropriate for him to quote
at great length from the same letter. This speech is
supposed to be his, not a second-hand story from some
other organisation. Mr Deputy President, I ask you to
remind the honourable member of his obligations in
that regard

We should ensure that we get the best operators in the
first place. The VCGA should be more proactive in
controlling the density of gaming machines in our
suburbs. The Kennett government has an upper limit on
the number of electronic gaming machines available in
the state but not on their distribution. Currently the

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I do not
uphold the point of order. It is true we do not allow
extensive quotations in the house but at this stage
Mr Nguyen is not quoting the entire letter; he is quoting
sections of it. I think he is quoting points that are very
pertinent to a particular line of argument being put.
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Mr Nguyen knows he cannot quote at length and I ask
him to take those comments into consideration as he
continues with his speech.

Bon. S. M. NGUYEN - I will not read the whole
letter because it is three pages long. I will read only
what I can. The writer requests that Parliament consider
the following:
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Security is a problem in the western suburbs. During an
armed robbery at the Palms Pokies, a gaming venue in
Maidstone, the offender fired indiscriminately while
being pursued by security guards. Fortunately the
security officers forced the offenders to flee the venue,
minimising the potential harm to patrons.

(c) Considering legislation that would control the level of ads
on gambling and where gambling ads would be restricted
similar to that of other addictive products such as cigarettes
and alcohol ...

Security at gaming venues serves the important purpose
of ensuring minors are not permitted access to gaming
machines. Gambling by minors is an increasingly
significant problem in Melbourne, particularly in the
western suburbs. In 1996 research carried out by
Heather Hebron of Breakeven Problem Gambling
Counselling found that 62 per cent of secondary school
students had engaged in gambling. A study by
Professor Susan Moore and Dr Keis Ohtuska of
757 western suburbs secondary school students and
250 university students, many of whom were also
under-age, found that 5 per cent gambled more than
$99 a week, 5 per cent had borrowed to gamble and
5 per cent had taken time off school to gamble. I have
seen kids refused entry to gaming venues milling
around the entrances of those venues in the western
suburbs.

(d) Existing Breakeven services are not very effective in
reaching out to the ethnic communities that are affected
most by gambling problems since many ethnic clients were
reluctant to discuss their problem via interpreters or letting
their cases to be referred to a gambling counsellor at
Breakeven. We suggest that,

The government has a regulatory duty to ensure that
gaming venues are safe and secure. That should be a
primary consideration when assessing the suitability of
an operation for a gaming licence. I join with my
colleagues in opposing the bill.

(a) We believe the number of machines licensed in Victoria
must be carefully and selectively distributed and restricted
in accordance with the demographic and economic
circwnstances of each town and city, so that regions of high
unemployment and social problems are not being flooded
with gambling machines. There should be no 'level playing
field' when it comes to distribution of gambling machines
in the community.
(b) A genuinely independent community and social impact
study is to be conducted immediately by an institution that
has no connections with the government, business or the
gambling industry to assess the impacts gambling has on all

Victorians ...

more bilingual counsellors to be employed by
Breakeven services and
these bilingual counsellors be placed at relevant
ethn<rspecific welfare agencies where ethnic
gambling clients can easily be referred by workers
and arrangements are less obvious and
time-consuming.

The amendments to the Gaming Machine Control Act
also seek to exclude security arrangements in gaming
venues from the range of matters to be considered when
the VCGA assesses the suitability of a proposed
gaming venue. Quality security should be vigorously
maintained as a licence condition. Control over security
is not an unnecessary regulatory burden as stipulated in
the minister's second-reading speech. Security is
needed to afford personal protection to gaming venue
patrons. Patrons who are openly seen to be winning
money are at risk of robbery both inside and outside the
premises. Security may be required to help resolve
disputes that arise over distribution of winnings. There
is also a risk of problems arising among drunken and
disorderly patrons who gamble and drink over
prolonged periods.

Bon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
oppose the Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill.
The opposition has consistently opposed obscene
legislation that looks after the mates of the government,
Uncle Ron and Uncle Lloyd That pattern commenced
in 1996 when the government made a gift of
$174 million to its mates, as highlighted in the
Auditor-General's report, which the Minister for
Gaming rejected at the time. Uncle Ron and Uncle
Lloyd, part of the white-shoe brigade, pocketed money
that should have been paid as a licence fee. The
proposed legislation will give them another free gift, a
tax-free break of$73 million. Over the same period the
government has closed 365 schools.
That money could be used to assist schools in
purchasing computers and new technology so
desperately required, but the $73 million will not go to
assist education; it will go into the pockets of Uncle
Ron and Uncle Lloyd The money could be spent on
dental health, supporting rural communities or opening
up some of the beds that the government closed in our
public hospitals as part of its so-called reform of the
health system. It could go to upgrade the road from
Melbourne to Geelong, as Mr Nguyen said In a
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revolutionary move, the money could even be allocated
to support problem gamblers.

from 10 per cent to about 8 per cent. That would be
another travesty of justice for the Victorian community.

The proposed legislation is obscene. Whenever Ron
and Lloyd want anything all they do is knock on the
door of the Premier, the Minister for Gaming and the
government, and they get it. Many of my constituents
are desperate for services. In 1992-93 this heartless,
cruel government ripped $45 000 from the Grey Sisters,
an organisation that assisted mothers with young babies
and families in crisis. The money should benefit the
taxpayers of Victoria rather than Ron and Lloyd

Mr Furletti tried to justify the gift to Crown Casino but
could not do it. Mrs McLean talked about the County
Court judge who rightly talked about and exposed
Crown Casino and its dirty dealings with gamblers and
banks with illegal cheques. The company should not be
involved in the casino industry because reasonable
scrutiny would show that such a company does not
deserve to run a casino in Victoria The County Court
judge was absolutely correct when he exposed the
exploitation of Asian gamblers. The bill is poor
legislation.

Time and again Crown Casino enters into agreements
or contracts with the government and the people of
Victoria, and the opposition opposes those deals.
Invariably, the provisions are later changed. Crown
Casino committed itself to build the lyric theatre and
the second tower for another hotel. Government
members believed it was the best thing for the Victorian
community for those projects to proceed. The
legislation proposed a $50 000 daily penalty for the
casino's failure to complete the project, but nothing was
done. This sleazy legislation will assist the white-shoe
brigade. This mob has learnt a number of lessons and
the legislation will give it a free kick.
I wish the government would give some of the
disadvantaged kids in Broadmeadows the funds they
require instead of looking after its mates. The early
childhood school in Broadmeadows does a fantastic job
with young kids with disabilities and learning
problems. The government has ripped money off that
school and closed down the service, yet it can put its
bands into its pockets and give money to Crown
Casino! Honourable members opposite should visit
Broadmeadows and see how the teachers and students
are doing it hard

Hon. C. J. Hogg -

A broad insight!

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, it would give
them an insight about what is going on in
Broadmeadows. The legislation is a disgrace. When I
look at my crystal ball I can see that an ambit claim has
been put on the table. Kerry Packer wants the tax for
high rollers to be the same as it is in New South Wales.
He wrote to the government on behalf of Crown
Casino.
Hon. R. M. HalJam -It did not go to the
government.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I stand corrected.
Nevertheless, it was an ambit claim. One of his
proposed amendments was to reduce the high-roller tax

The bill allows employees of the Victorian Casino and
Gaming Authority to work for the casino after they
leave the employ of the authority. Previously
employees could get authority from the director, but
they can now be put on the Crown payroll. The
opposition has called for legislation to disallow the
employment by Crown Casino of former authority
employees.

Hon. R. M. HaIlam got it wrong!

It just so happens you have

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - They could be picked
up by Bruce Mathieson or his organisation. The
government will certainly not pick up the matter
because it wants to look after its mates. This is an
obscene piece of legislation. The $ 73 million could
have gone into many worthy community causes - the
many in metropolitan and country areas in which there
are serious deficiencies and which are crying out for
assistance - yet the white-shoe brigade - Lloyd
Williams and Ron Walker - are getting a free gift of
$73 million. The obscenity should stop today.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 30
Asher,Ms
Ashman, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Bindl,Mr
Bishop, Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.(Teller)
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr

Forwood,Mr
FlDietti, Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Lucas, Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross,Dr
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms(TeJ/er)
Stoney, Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells,Dr
Wilding, Mrs
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Noes, 8
Nguyen, Mr(Teller)
Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr(Teller)
Theophanous, Mr

Eren, Mr
Gould,Miss
McLean, Mrs
Nardella,Mr

Pairs
Walpole, Mr
Hogg,Mrs

Knowles,Mr
Varty, MI5

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.

LICENSING AND TRIBUNAL
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion ofthe
Hon. Louise ASHER (Minister for Small Business).

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition will not oppose the Licensing and
Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, which is secondary to the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Appeals Act. That
is, it contains consequential amendments following the
establishment of the tribunal. There are a number of
aspects to the effect of the bill.

The first relates to small claims. Currently a consumer
can sue a trader in the small claims jurisdiction of the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal. The
definition of consumer has been extended to include
traders - that is, a trader can sue another trader.
Hon. Louise Asher - It's a good reform.
HON. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, it is a good
reform.
Hon. Louise Asher - A good reform funded by
my department.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, it is a good
reform funded by your department. That is excellent.
Hon. Louise Asher - A very good move for small
business.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, a good move for
small business. You want that on the record?
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Hon. Louise Asher - Thank you.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It's the Christmas
spirit.

The second part of the bill relates to pawnbrokers.
Currently if a pawnbroker goes bankrupt an associate,
including a spouse, business partner, or participant in
business arrangement, is not eligible to be registered as
a pawnbroker for five years. The bill changes the
definition of associate to make spouses eligible to
register so long as there is no involvement with the
bankrupt person. It also provides for the business
licensing authority to allow other previously
disqualified persons, such as associates, to operate
pawnbroking businesses if it is not against the public
interest.
The other changes made by the bill relate to domestic
building contracts. The bill enables the tribunal to order
that payments be made where a building has been
substantially completed but there is a dispute over some
minor details.
There are other consequential and technical
amendments to the Prostitution Control Act, the Motor
Car Traders Act and so on. The bill makes a number of
good changes. Enabling small business to use the small
claims jurisdiction is welcomed by the opposition.
Previously small business had to take action in the
Magistrates Court, which is legalistic and expensive,
and it is not a jurisdiction that is conducive to those
types of arrangements. The change in the legislation
means that businesses can take other businesses to the
small c1aimsjurisdiction of the VCAT, which will be
cheaper. This change has been called for by small
business and the reform is worth while.
The Magistrates Court has not been a good vehicle for
solving small business disputes, especially when they
are struggling or starting up. Disputes may cripple a
small business in the initial stages, or even at later
stages. The tribunal will be able to make an order for up
to $10 000, which will enable traders to resolve
disputes at the tribunal. That is obviously to be
applauded. The limit of $1 0 000 is appropriate. If two
traders have a dispute involving a larger amount than
that they can still use the tribunal if they agree to the
tribunal hearing the dispute. That change is also
welcomed because it provides more options and will
mean that people are not forced to use the much more
expensive avenue of the Magistrates Court.
The amendments to the Second-Hand Dealers and
Pawnbrokers Act loosens up a number of restrictions
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that have been found to create problems in this area.
The opposition again records its opposition to changes
to that act that were debated earlier in the sessional
period. However, this bill enables changes of ownership
of a pawnbroking or second-hand dealers business
where the transferee does not have a criminal record
The existing legislation does not allow that to occur.
According to information given to the opposition there
has been an instance of a pawnbroker or second-hand
dealer pleading guilty to assault charges, after seeking
and taking advice from a solicitor, and then finding
himself ineligible to continue to run his
business because he did not realise the effect the
conviction would have. Therefore, the bill will allow
for an associate of his, or his spouse, to take over and
run the business because he would have no direct link
with that business.
I welcome the amendments to domestic building
contracts. One needs to be very careful when dealing
with some builders. I have brought a number of cases to
Parliament where problems have arisen. The bill allows
for the owner of a building to make a part payment to a
builder. In the past that has not been the case. There
may be occasions where a building is complete, the
rectification work is almost complete and the owner of
the building moves in but will not make any payment
until the rectification work is fully completed In the
past the owners said they would not pay until all the
rectification work was completed, but this provision
allows for the builder to claim part of the final
settlement through VCAT, and then once the
rectification work is completed get the final payment.
The opposition supports the bill. It will provide an
avenue for builders who are attempting to do the right
thing to seek just reward for their endeavours. In the
past a number of builders have apparently been caught
under the provisions of the act. The opposition
welcomes the bill because the proposed changes will
assist small business.
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significant changes is the increase in the jurisdiction in
dollar terms. Claims for up to $10 000 can be dealt with
through the VCAT system, and a greater sum of money
can be arbitrated through the tribunal system ifboth
parties to the dispute agree.
VCAT retains the benefits of the old system in that it is
a low-cost jurisdiction for people to use. The
application fee to take a claim to the tribunal is only
$25, an amount that should not prevent anyone from
pursuing an issue through VCAT.
Some key changes to the composition of the domestic
building panel represent a progression from the
procedures that existed in the days of the Housing
Guarantee Fund Both builders and owners were using
the fund to avoid their obligations in terms of payment,
and matters were taken to arbitrators. The process was
time consuming and very costly for many parties.
Under the old scheme the contract had to be paid out
before the matter could go to arbitration. That ploy was
used by many builders to avoid their obligations.
The original legislation resulted in an unfair advantage
being given to consumers, whereby when final payment
was due they were able to withhold a significant
proportion of the total contract, even if the matter under
dispute was only a small item. Minor issues such as
door handles not being fIXed might prevent the contract
being completed and the final payment being made.
The final payments were linked to the occupation
certificate being issued, and that determined when the
building was completed. A few smart owners were
using that loophole to avoid payment, so an amendment
will provide for a partial payment of the final payment
and the withholding of a smaller sum of money for the
work that may be incomplete. The matter can then
proceed to the tribunal for arbitration ifnecessary. I
suggest that is a sensible provision and it introduces a
better balance to the system.

Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - I note the
opposition's support for the Licensing and Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks to amend several acts
all of which have a relationship with the new Victori~
Civil and Administrative Tribunal. VCAT is a
progression in the development oftnbunals, the way
they operate and their jurisdictions.

The small business community has been asking for
trader dispute provisions for at least 12 to 15 years;
certainly in my days with the former Victorian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry we raised the
issue with the government in 1985. At that time the
chamber was unsuccessful in persuading the then
government to allow the small claims tribunals to deal
with trader disputes.

The bill allows for what are generally termed trader
disputes to be taken to VCAT. It makes amendments to
the Domestic Building Contracts Act and the
Second-Hand Dealers and Pawnbrokers Act. It also
makes a number of other miscellaneous amendments
which I will not detail tonight. One of the bill's most

It has taken a sympathetic minister and a caring
government to expand the jurisdiction to allow for
those disputes to be heard. Indeed, with many of the
trader disputes, the purchasing trader is the end user and
the consumer of the product, and it should not be
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treated any differently from a retail customer. It is
conceivable that a retailer in dispute with its supplier
could take a matter to a small claims tribunal in the
same way as it would defend a retail sale it bad made to
a consumer.
Once again the costs are similar. In all of those
procedures there is a conciliation process and, as I
understand it, 70 per cent of the claims lodged are
settled at the conciliation stage. There is a process to
quickly move the claim through the arbitration stage,
particularly if it is a small claim. If it is a larger claim,
there is no more than a three-month delay in having the
matter settled. That is very important because these
disputes can be time consuming for all the parties
involved. I recall when I was in the motor vehicle
industry some years ago that as a dealer it was often
easier to make a payment to a claimant than to spend
the time at the tribunal.
I recall one case where we were of a clear mind that the
vehicle had been substantially tampered with.
Components had been tampered with to a point where
they would not perform the function for which they had
been supplied. It was easier for us to settle rather than
spend two or three days with two or three staff
involved. The cost becomes astronomical.
This conciliation process makes it a much simpler
process. Both parties can appear, put their case, and
either agree or disagree. If they do not agree it quickly
moves on to arbitration. The provision also prevents
double dipping, which was occurring. People would
make a claim with the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), or the former AAT
and also seek to take the matter before the Magistrates
Court. They now have to elect one or the other.
However, there is a provision under which VCAT can
refer a matter on to the Magistrates Court if it believes
it is more appropriate to be dealt with there.
The bill continues the government's commitment to
providing fair and equitable consumer legislation.
When the government took office it changed the name
of the Department of Consumer Affairs to the Office of
Fair Trading. That was a conscious decision on its part
because all of these trading matters are based on
agreements between two or more parties. It requires
fairness and equity on the part of both the purchaser and
the supplier for the deal to proceed; equity is very
important. That reflects what the government is on
about and shows its commitment to providing a fair and
equitable marketplace.
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - I am pleased
to support the bill and that the opposition also supports
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it The bill makes a number of finetuning changes to
legislation falling within the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), which was
established on 1 July 1998. It also amends the Domestic
Building Contracts Act, the Motor Car Traders Act, the
Prostitution Control Act and the Second-Hand Dealers
and Pawnbrokers Act
Since its establishment as the new tribunal system in
Victoria VCAT has proved to be an easily accessible
and quick forum for dispute resolution because it has
not only merged a number of smaller tribunals and
administrative committees and taken on administrative
and civil lists from other courts; it also deals with
specific lists, including building, planning, licensing
and other small claims matters. Disputes are resolved in
an efficient and timely manner because of the
administrative ease of use of a single registry, one
convenient location and a much more flexible, less
formal process at the tribunal hearings. There is the
additional option of dispute mediation where
appropriate.
VCAT also provides an interpreter service, which is
important throughout the state, particularly in my
electorate where there is a high percentage of people
from non-English-speaking backgrounds. Often those
people are most disadvantaged in the consumer or fair
trading disputes because they are unaware of the law
and of their rights. Once they take a dispute to a
tribunal they may feel out of their depth and less
competent in the English language, and thus unable to
add their voices and state their case.
The amendments in the bill to the Domestic Building
Contracts Act deal with an unintentional anomaly
created by section 53(2) of the act, which did not allow
a builder to demand final payment under a major
domestic building contract - which is classified as one
worth more than $5000 - until all the work had been
completed in accordance with the plans and
specifications of the contract and the owner was given
either a copy of the permit under the Building Act or a
copy of the certificate of final inspection. The provision
allowed some owners to unreasonably withhold full or
part payment in cases where the house may have been
fully renovated but a few specifications may have been
missing when the building was compared with the final
plan. For example, if the builder were waiting on
fittings that were being imported from overseas and had
been held up, under the existing section 53(2) of the
principal act the owners could withhold the funds for
the whole of the project, even while they were living
there enjoying their newly renovated property. People
were withholding the full payment from the builder
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even if it involved only a couple of thousand dollars in
uncompleted work.
The bill solves the problems by expanding the powers
of VC AT to be able to order part payment of the final
instalment to the builder in appropriate circumstances,
as well as payment of the amount in dispute to the
Domestic Builders Fund pending resolution of the
dispute. Builders who have incurred significant costs in
labour and building materials will be able to conduct
their work and will have access to a fair, determined
amount of money in recognition of the work they have
already completed on the property.
VCAT currently hears disputes involving small claims
between consumers and traders. A small claim is
classified as one involving $10 000 or less. In the past,
before the tribunal system evolved, minor cases had to
be resolved before the Magistrates Court, which was
costly and clogged up the court waiting list. The parties
to the dispute also had to wait until the matter was
brought before the court.
The bill allows the parties to a dispute to choose the
jurisdiction in which they wish to have the matter
heard. They can have it heard in either the Magistrates
Court or under VCAT's small claims list. This ensures
that people who believe their case is complex and
desire a formal legal opinion will be able to use the
Magistrates Court. Cases of a minor or less complex
nature can be resolved and heard by VCAT.
The provision offers Victorians greater choice in the
dispute resolution forum. They can make that choice
based on the complexity of the case and on the way
they as individuals feel about the court system in
general. Because the bill will allow claimants to issue
claims in either the Magistrates Court or VCAT, the
government has included a rule that once a claim has
been issued in one forum - for example, the
Magistrates Court - it must be heard in that forum.
There may be occasions when different claimants issue
proceedings in different jurisdictions. In that situation
representatives from the Magistrates Court and VCAT
will discuss where they believe it would be most
appropriately heard., and the case will be sent to that
jurisdiction.
Most small claims relate to everyday transactions such
as those between shop owners and consumers,
transactions involving holiday accommodation,
disputes relating to house renovations and small trader
disputes.
Under the Small Claims Act of 1973 the definition of
'consumer' excludes both persons who buy goods or
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services in the course of trade and business, and
companies. Consequently, VCAT's expeditious and
inexpensive procedures are not accessible by
individuals who have disputes with traders and who
also happen to be traders themselves. For example,
prior to the amendments being introduced, any dispute
arising from the purchase of goods involving a trader
who was both a consumer in the course of his or her
business and the end user of the product had to be
settled in the Magistrates Court. There was no access to
a tribunal system.
In recognition of the problem, the bill replaces the
definition of 'consumer' in the Small Claims Act with a
definition of 'customer' and removes the two
exclusions I referred to so that VCAT can hear what are
generally known as trader-trader disputes. That will
enable small businesses to access procedures that were
previously available only to individuals.

Under the provisions a company or small business may
be the defendant in one matter one day and the claimant
in another matter the next, though both disputes will be
dealt with in the same forum. Either party will have the
option, as previously outlined., to bring the matter either
to the Magistrates Court or a VCAT jurisdiction. A
trader will not, though, be able to bring an action
against a consumer, and the jurisdictional limit of
$10 000 will allow VCAT to still hear small claims
disputes. However, it will also have the discretion to
take cases that are over the $10 000 limit if all the
parties to the dispute agree.
One tremendous innovation in the bill is the conferring
ofa new jurisdiction on VCAT. Combined with the
other amendments it is evidence of the government's
commitment to small business and to creating an
environment in which all Victorian businesses can
excel and compete effectively. It will greatly assist
Victorian small businesses by providing them with
quicker and less expensive ways of resolving disputes
with other traders. I congratulate the Minister for Small
Business on the amendments. I am sure many of the
provisions will be picked up by businesses in my
electorate.
I now turn to the changes involving second-hand
dealers and pawnbrokers, which the opposition
curiously opposes. In 1997 a number of amendments
were made to the Second-Hand Dealers and
Pawnbrokers Act to ensure that a person with a history
of fraud or a related criminal offence would not be
permitted to run a pawnbroking or second-hand
dealership because of the possibility that he or she
would use that business as a front to legalise, if you
like, illegally obtained property - that is, stolen
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property. The definition of 'associate' that was inserted
into the act meant that anyone with a spouse, business
partner or another participant in a business arrangement
who had a criminal record and who had been insolvent
over the preceding five years was not able to run a
business in the pawnbroking and second-hand dealers
industry.
The provisions have had unintended consequences,
which is the reason for the amendments. For example,
if a pawnbroking shop proprietor's husband or wife is
convicted of a drink-driving offence, it could count
against the proprietor. In fact, the pawnbroker could be
disqualified from holding or renewing his or her
licence, even though it is evident that the offence in no
way relates to the pawnbroking business. The bill also
amends the definition of 'associate' in the Second-Hand
Dealers and Pawnbrokers Act to make it clear that a
person with a spouse who has disqualifying convictions
or is insolvent is still eligible to be registered to run the
business so long as that spouse or business associate is
not involved in the business.
The bill also amends the act to allow a person to
register even though he or she may not meet all of the
eligibility requirements, and the amendments provide
an exception where a registered person may otherwise
be ineligible due to offences committed by a person or
an associate of that person.
The permission procedure in the bill mirrors similar
provisions in the Estate Agents Act and the Motor Car
Traders Act. The bill also makes amendments to ensure
that people who have been disqualified from
participating in other industries are required to seek
permission from the Business Licensing Authority to
enter or carry on business as second-hand dealers or
pawnbrokers.
The proposed amendments to the Prostitution Control
Act give the director of the Office of Fair Trading and
Business Affairs the power to take discipliruuy action
against licensed prostitution service providers and
approved managers. The bill also confers certain
ancillary powers on the director and makes minor
technical corrections to the act.
The bill amends the Motor Car Traders Act 1986 to
bring the requirements applying to the granting of
roadworthiness certificates into line with the
requirements in the Road Safety (Vehicles)
Regulations. It also makes a number of other
miscellaneous amendments to VCAT that are of a more
technical and minor nature. I commend the bill to the
house.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Bon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Nardella for his support for the bill. I also
thank Mr Ashman and Mrs Luckins for their support
for what is a significant refonn for small business
traders. It will improve small business access to the
tribunal through cheaper and quicker procedures. I am
delighted that my department is funding that improved
access for small business. The tribunal was previously a
jurisdiction available only to consumers; now it will be
available to small traders for the first time. I commend
the bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.

Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

STATE TAXATION (FURTHER
AMEND:MENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
opposition does not oppose this bill. It is an omnibus
bill that introduces a range of amendments to a number
of acts and closes a number of loopholes in the taxation
system.

I will firstly run through what the bill does. It amends
the Business Franchise (petroleum Products) Act to
enable overpayments to be offset and take account of
the diesel fuel exemption scheme. It also makes
changes to the Financial Institutions Duty Act to
recognise the demutualisation of the Australian Stock
Exchange. Honourable members would know that in
recent times demutualisation has been a trend in a range
of organisations and has been supported and welcomed
by both sides of the house.
The bill amends the Land Tax Act to clarify and
strengthen the provisions that exempt the principal
place of residence from assessment for land tax
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purposes. The bill also make changes to the Liquor
Control Act to allow a subsidy to be paid to an
interstate supplier or distributor where it is deemed
appropriate - a fairly innocuous change.
The most significant changes made by the bill are its
amendment of the Pay-roll Tax Act. The amendments
expand the definition of employer to include a person
who is deemed to be an employer, thus preventing
payroll tax avoidance through subcontract
arrangements. The amendments arise from a case
involving Drake Personnel Ltd., in which Drake
avoided paying payroll tax when hiring temporary
personnel. The provisions will apply from 1 February
1999 and will therefore not affect past payroll tax
disputes, such as the Roy Morgan case. The changes
also allow local government to retain exemptions from
payroll tax when public corporations are formed. The
opposition does not oppose the changes because they
seem to make sense.
The bill also makes essentially minor and
inconsequential changes to the Stamps Act and the
Taxation Administration Act
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also promised to pursue policies aimed at reducing the
cost of living for Victorian families, but did the
absolute reverse. One of the first things the Kennett
government did on coming to power in 1992 was
impose the infamous home tax, or state deficit levy, on
all Victorian families. It quickly followed that up by
imposing a 10 per cent increase in gas, electricity and
water charges. Far from reducing taxes, as it promised
to do in the 1992 election campaign, it did the absolute
reverse. Since 1992 the Kennett government has
introduced more than 7000 increases in taxes and
charges and is now raising an additional $2 billion a
year in taxes. We have heard that argument from the
government on a number of occasions - its claim that
the level of taxes in Victoria is lower than in New
South Wales. That claim is based on excluding certain
types of charges.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Acknowledged by New
South Wales.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I t is not
acknowledged by New South Wales.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Yes, it is.

Although the opposition does not oppose the legislation
the fact that it is an omnibus bill that deals with state
taxation provides us with the opportunity to recount
some tax issues and to make some points about the
taxes and charges that have been imposed in this state
since the Kennett government came to power. The
massive increases in taxes and charges under this
government are one of its great hidden stories and the
government has gone to extraordinary lengths to try to
disguise them.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - I am proud to say that our
level is less than the New South Wales level now,
Mr Theophanous.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is not
correct.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Yes, it is.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I know there are
figures in that - Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Yes, it is correct, and we are
moving on the national level.
Hon. T.C. TIlEOPHANOUS-Iamhappyto
debate those figures, and will do so in my contribution.
Throughout the 1980s the Kennett opposition
campaigned with the slogan: lower taxes and more
jobs. In the 1992 and 1996 campaigns the government

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I t is
acknowledged by you, Minister.
I refer the minister to the fact that when these
comparisons are made such things as electricity, gas
and water charges are invariably and conveniently
excluded. For example, it is obvious that Victorian
electricity charges - comparisons were produced in
the house recently - are higher than electricity charges
in New South Wales.
Hon. Bill Forwood int:eIjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - As chairperson of
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Mr Forwood would understand the financial argument
that it is possible for electricity prices in Victoria to
have come down but to still be more expensive than in
any other state. I am sure you can understand that,
MrForwood.
Hon. Bill Forwood - I understand they have come
down.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You either want
to have an honest argument in debate or you just want
to make political points.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Our taxes are lower than
taxes in New South Wales across the board
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am prepared to
concede, Minister, that if you take only taxes, and you
have a narrow definition of taxes, that at the moment
although Victorian taxes are higher than the Australian
average they are lower than those in New South Wales.
However, if you add taxes and charges together - and
it is important to add both together - that is not the
case because charges in Victoria have gone up and are
higher relative to those in New South Wales, partly
because of the government's privatisation agenda

Mr Forwood is correct when he says that electricity
prices have come down, but he did not say that in the
first year of the Kennett government they went up
dramatically - he is nodding his head in agreement and that now they are coming down from that point.
The opposition accepts that. However, the Electricity
Supply Association of Australia figures prove that the
taxes are still the highest in the land The minister can
pursue the line of argument that taxes are lower in
Victoria than in New South Wales, but unless he adds
electricity, water and gas charges and a range of other
charges such as the tolls soon to be put in place he is
giving only half the picture. That is the problem.
As I explained to the house in the debate on the

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, the
average family pays $150 more per annum in Victoria
than in New South Wales. It is not a simple matter. The
minister cannot simply hide behind the notion that in a
narrow way taxes are lower in Victoria than in New
South Wales. I will quote some sources on the point. In
the business section of the Herald Sun of 25 April,
under the title' Jeff's $2b is taxing issue', Mike Nahan
states:
The priority should be tax cuts, and sooner rather than later.
Victoria remains, even after the minor tax cuts doled out over
the past few years, a high-tax state.
Its tax take will still be $220 million above the average of all
states at the end of next year.
Moreover, unless the Queensland government goes on a
taxing spree in this year's budget - which is unlikely in an
election year- the Victorian government will still be
extracting $2 billion more in tax than its Queensland
counterpart.

The legacy of the government is taxes worth $2 billion
more than in Queensland An article about payroll tax
in Victoria in the Herald Sun of22 April states:
Victorian payroll taxes are above those of Queensland,
Northern Territory and Western Australia
The state also has one of the lowest thresholds, with payroll
tax kicking in at $515 000, compared with $800 000 in
Queensland.

So Victoria still has a long way to go in reducing
payroll tax before it is at the same level as in the other
states.

In an article in the Age of21 April 1998, headed
'Victoria, high on the tax tree, must branch into
spending', David Hayward makes these points:
Since its election in 1992, the Kennett government has been
attacked by a growing chorus of critics, including the ALP,
over Victoria's taxes. One billion dollars worth of tax
increases in the government's first year, and a smge in
gambling taxes, have put us at the top of the taxing tree ...
To support their view, they point to Commonwealth Grants
Commission data ...
The commission's most recent report suggests that in
199fr97, Victorians were overtaxed by 8.3 per cent.

Hon. R. M. HaIlam bring it up to speed?

1996-97? Wby don't you

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The article is
dated 21 April 1998 and it discusses the 1998 budget.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - It is out of date.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not know
whether more up-to-date commonwealth grants figures
are available. The most recent figures I could get from
the library were for 1996-97. The minister might have
1997-98 figures; I do not. I am using the figures made
available to me. I am also quoting from articles
produced around the time of the last Victorian budget.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - They are out of date.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Perhaps the
government has got worse. The articles are
commentaries on the budget. The article in the Age of
21 April 1998 continues:
On a per capita basis, we now have 10 per cent fewer public
servants than NSW and 15 per cent less than all the other
states combined. Our recurrent expenditures are almost $325
less per person than NSW, and $410 less than the other states
combined. They are falling to levels not seen since the early
1970s, despite the swelling in education demands, and higher
rates of unemployment, poverty and homelessness.

That Age article is referring to the parlous state of our
services and our high taxes - we have both at the same
time in Victoria
Hon. R. M. HaIlam inteIjected
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -The minister
says, 'Good, good, good'. He considers it is good that
Victoria has the highest taxes and charges and the
lowest level of spending on education and health
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services of all the states. The minister considers that to
be a success but I do not. The average person would
have a great deal of difficulty in agreeing with the
minister that the figures can be considered to reflect a
success story.
I quote from an article in the Sunday Age of 1 March
1998, which refers to spending changes since 1992:
... education spending per head in that time rose 15 per cent in
New South Wales, 29 per cent in Queensland and 29 per cent
in Western Australia. On an adjusted-needs basis, Victoria's
education spending fell from 9 per cent above the national
average in 1991-92 to 4 per cent below it in 1996-97 ...

Had Victoria's spending risen as fast as that of the other
states, it would have spent about $400 million more on health
in 1996-97. Instead, its spending relative to need went from
10 per cent above average in 1991-92 to I per cent above in
1996-97.

I do not mind the government putting the argument that
spending should be cut and services slashed because
that is the philosophy of those of its ideological ilk. Its
position is that it does not want to spend money on
health services for the sick in this state or education
services for our children. But let us not then have
hypocrisy, with the government's saying on the one
hand that it is good not to be spending money on health
and education but on the other hand that it is good to
have high taxes and charges. If the government were
able to say at least, 'Look, we have cut, slashed and
burned but we have reduced taxes to Victorians to the
lowest level in history', we would understand that to be
the government's ideological position. But the
government has gone for two opposites; it has been
increasing taxes and charges to Victorians to the highest
levels ever, while reducing services to Victorians to
their lowest levels. The legacy of the government are
the highest taxes and lowest levels of service.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - Except that that is not true.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That happens to
be true. The figures support that proposition.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not know
which part honourable members think is not true. I rely
on the figures from the Australian Grants Commission,
which show increases of 29 per cent in spending on
education and health in Queensland and Western
Australia; but the spending in Victoria fell by 9 per cent
during the same period. The government cannot say
there have been no reductions in spending, although the
minister usually talks about massive increases in
spending on education and health.

Hon. W. R. Baxter - Give us examples.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not know
how much time honourable members want me to spend
on this bill. I could recite a litany of reductions in
spending on services by this government. It does not
matter whether you choose health or education.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Give us one.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - What about the
number of Victorians who these days have to lie on
trolleys for hours before they can get hospital beds?
What about the closure of public hospitals?
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Which one?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - In my
electorate the Preston and Northcote Community
Hospital has closed, as have all sorts of community
service organisations.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - Name one.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Ijust did The
minister may not be interested in constituents who do
not vote for the Liberal Party or the National Party, but
they feel the cuts just as everybody else does. Victoria
now has the highest taxing government in its history
and the lowest rate of delivery of services. A future
Labor government will have to fix that legacy.

Since the Kennett government came to office Victorian
businesses have been directly affected by more than the
750 increases in fees, including increases in business
licence fees, statutory bank charges and other taxes
such as the grease trap tax, which levied a $353 flat
charge on small businesses. Businesses have been hit
hard by the government I have already told the house
that, compared with businesses in other states,
Victorian businesses are paying record high prices for
electricity. Domestic electricity tariffs increased by
17 per cent in the first few years of the Kennett
government. Whether they are domestic, business or
farming community consumers, Victorians still pay
more for their electricity.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - What would you know
about the farming community?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I know that the
average rural consumer who uses electricity for farming
and domestic purposes pays $1600 a year more than his
or her New South Wales counterpart. They are not my
figures, but the figures taken from the ESAA magazine.
Farmers have been left with that legacy. Gas tariffs
have increased by 16.76 percent since this government
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came to office. Yet the Treasurer has said the
government will privatise the industry and will return
some piddling amount to Victorians in the next few
years as compensation for privatising and selling off
one of our most valuable assets. However, he forgets to
tell Victorians that he is returning to them only a
proportion of the increases in gas prices introduced by
the government since 1992-93. The reduction in gas
prices announced recently by the Treasurer amounts to
nothing like the 16.76 per cent increase foisted on
Victorians by the government since the introduction of
a user-pays system.
The price of metropolitan water has increased by about
30 per cent since 1992. Water prices have increased
across all water authorities, with further increases still
to come. More than 550 increases have been made to
charges for health-related services, including dental
outpatient, health radiation and pharmacy services. I
understand that 888 increases have been made in
Victorian legal system fees. Magistrates, County and
Supreme courts fees have increased by about 5 per cent
every year since 1996 and property-related charges
have been increased 350 times in that period The more
than 600 increases in fees for recreational activities
include admission prices into national parks, alpine
resorts, Lake Eildon and even the zoo.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Name one.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Since the
minister says, 'Name one' I am tempted to read out the
list of 1421 increases in fees imposed on Victorians
since 1996. I could start from no. 1, which is an
ordinary increase: County Court bailiff fees increased
by 5 per cent on 18 April 1996. I could list the increases
in prices in the Victorian dairy industIy for certain
classifications of raw milk supplied to processors by the
Victorian Dairy JndustIy Association. Do you want me
to name them, Minister? I am happy to take up the time
of the house to go down the entire list. In the past two
years the government has introduced an enormous
number of changes in a deceitful way, without any
public consultation or discussion.
I refer to one set of increases - namely, fees for
transport users. Victorians have been hit by an
enormous number of additional fees, even without
factoring in the increases to come. Let us not forget that
as soon as City Link comes into operation, Victorians
will have to pay every time they want to drive across
town.
Hon. D. McL. Davis - But they will get there more
quickly.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That will depend
on the amount of traffic on the freeway. They will have
to pay for it.
Hon. K. M. Smith - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, the house has listened to
Mr Theophanous listing a wide range of so-called taxes.
My quick perusal of the bill leads me to believe the bill
contains no references to those taxes. I ask you,
Mr Acting President, to ask Mr Theophanous to come
into line and talk about the bill.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On the point of
order, Mr Acting President, the bill is an omnibus bill
and contains a number of changes to a range of
tax-related measures which I identified in the earlier
part of my speech.
An omnibus bill represents the role of the taxation
system as captured by all of the bills it seeks to change.
In that context it is appropriate to have a debate about
the relative taxation the Kennett government has
introduced since 1992 in a whole range of areas that are
covered by the bill, which covers about eight different
taxation acts.

Hon. K. M. Smith - On a further point of order,
Mr Acting President, Mr Theophanous was starting to
drift into discussion of the City Link project and there is
no mention of that in the bill. He also spoke about water
rates and other services that are not mentioned in the
bill. I ask you to bring him back to the bilL
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. B. W.
Bishop) - Order! There is no point of order. The
house has always enjoyed a freedom of exchange. It is a
wide-ranging bill on state taxation, but I ask the Leader
of the Opposition to contain his remarks to the strict
framework of the bill.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - A top ruling,
Mr Acting President. Two-nil, Smithy!
I was in the process of concluding my remarks but I am
tempted to list the 1421 taxation increases imposed
since the Kennett government came to power. I would,
if requested by any government member, be happy to
do so. Charges for transport users are an interesting
area. Motorists have been hit in a number of ways. Car
registration fees have increased by 100 per cent under
this government, from $70 to $140; public transport
charges have increased by 25 per cent; vehicle transfer
fees have increased by 15 per cent; and the 3 cents per
litre Better Roads levy is still in place. Motorists will be
hit even more with the introduction of the City Link
tolls in the next year or so. Motorists will continue to
pay taxes and charges at exorbitant rates.
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Commentators almost unanimously say that taxes are
too high in Victoria As I said they are now at
historically high levels and something should be done
about them. Services are not being adequately funded.
There is an imbalance. On the one hand not enough is
being spent on providing quality services to Victorians,
yet on the other hand exorbitantly high taxes are being
imposed. There is only one reason for that - the
government is in the process of building up a war chest
to fight the next election.
The government is concerned with providing special
treatment and giving special favours to Crown Casino
and its other mates. It is giving handouts for favours
done in the past. Exorbitant amounts of money will
continue to be spent on political advertising, pet
projects of the Premier and bailing out the
government's mates. The money is not going into
services, and the sooner the government is kicked out
of office the sooner a Labor government can get on
with the job of rebuilding services and service delivery
in this state and reducing taxes and charges. A Labor
government will increase spending on real services
rather than on the mates of the government When that
happens Victorians will be better off.
HOD. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - I note
the opposition supports the omnibus State Taxation
(Further Amendment) Bill. The most singularly
important item deals with the need to reform the
Pay-roll Tax Act to cope with a change in the way
employment agencies and contractors are considered to
fall within or without the coverage of payroll tax. It is
one of the problems that arise when there are arbitrary
exemptions. That will always leave people with an
incentive to try to fall under the margin.

Hon. T. E. EreD - What about bankrupt small
businesses in this state?
HOD. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - We have not found
a home for you yet, but keep working at it.

Notwithstanding Mr Eren's intetjection, the opposition
supports the bill. The government has made the
necessary amendments to ensure that revenue will be
protected. So long as there are exemptions to payroll
tax there will always be an incentive for people to
attempt to find ways of falling under the threshold.
The Stamps Act is being amended to take account of
changes to Vicroads definitions. 'Heavy trailers' are
now replaced by 'commercial trailers'. The changes
reflect the new definitions and protect revenue.
The government has made amendments to the Business
Franchise (petroleum Products) Act that are designed to
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give more flexibility to the commission to administer
that legislation and to enable it to recover subsidies that
have been incorrectly paid. Certificate holders who no
longer need certificates will be required to advise the
commissioner and return certificates, and the
commissioner will have a more definitive power to
request information regarding sales or purchases of
subsidised fuel.
Technical changes to the Financial Institutions Duty
Act will give charitable organisations the opportunity to
lodge objections when refused an initial certificate of
exemption. Amendments to the Land Tax Act will
allow the Commissioner of State Revenue to provide
taxpayer information to the police - the type of
information police have available under most other
acts. Minor amendments to the Liquor Control Act
follow upon the transfer of the taxing power to the
commonwealth.
An area that has not been mentioned but is important is
the amendments that will allow a rise in the levy to treat
ovine Johne's disease from 9 cents to 12 cents.
Although that may not be seen as a matter of great
importance, it is a reflection of a good deal of
cooperation between this state and New South Wales to
deal with a problem that has serious potential
repercussions for our livestock industry.

To my astonishment the Leader of the Opposition
raised some other issues regarding taxation in Victoria
I would have thought they would have been better
raised in the context of a discussion of the next budget,
when we could examine the relevant data However, I
will make some observations on them.
Ifwe had inherited the sort of tax regime that
Bjelke-Petersen left behind in Queensland and Greiner
left behind in New South Wales it may have led us to
an entirely different result. We took over the
management of the state from the former Labor
government In its last year that government ran up a
budget deficit on current transactions of$2.5 billion and
incurred a debt of at least $30 billion, $10 billion of
which was without any asset backing, as a direct
consequence of engaging in deficit financing to fund
salaries and wages over the previous period.
The coalition government walked into a situation where
those sorts of debts had been incurred by Labor not in
the procurement of assets or social utilities but in the
avoidance of acceptance of its inability to run the state.
It is unbelievable that the Leader of the Opposition
should talk about the level of taxes raised under Labor
when Labor was pushing the tax problem on to future
generations. That is what happens when money is
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borrowed to fund current expenditure - and the former
Labor government had been doing that for four years.
Not only did the Labor government incur debt to fund
excessive employment in the public sector, it also
struck a deal on the price that Mission Energy paid Loy
Yang B in exchange for a 33-year agreement on
electricity prices out of that generator. When the
coalition government privatised electricity those prices
were found to be 20 per cent higher than those of every
other supplier in the state.
The Labor government also reached a subsidy
agreement with Alcoa based upon the price of
aluminium when aluminium prices were at a world
record high. The idiots in charge of the system - and I
can only assume they were idiots and not dishonest struck a rate that is costing Victorians $6 billion over
the life of the contract. The coalition government also
had to wind up the State Bank, and thereby lost its
revenue.
No wonder when the coalition came into government in
October 1992 it was faced with difficult conditions. It
was faced with a workers compensation premium of
3 1/ 2 per cent. The Labor Premier had reduced the
premium by 2 percentage points, not because projected
liabilities had fallen below projected assets but because
it was found politically desirable to give the impression
that rates were lower. The fact is that the rates should
have been of the order of 5 per cent to reflect the fact
that Victoria was running an excess ofliabilities over
projected assets of $400 million. The Labor
government should have been charging 5 per cent to
adequately provide for anticipated future workers
compensation claims.
Victoria had a much higher tax base than New South
Wales or Queensland when the coalition took over
government, and that was apart from the fact that it had
at least $10 billion of debt that was not covered by
assets and one of the highest state debts in the
commonwealth. Former Premier Cain was boasting
about the National Tennis Centre, but he did not fund it.
Instead he borrowed the money and handed the debt
over to the management trust, and subsequently for
obvious reasons the coalition government had to bail
the centre out and retire the debt. The World Trade
Centre was another marvellous operation for which the
Labor government borrowed money before handing the
debt over to a management group - it did nothing but
incur debt.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - The SEC headquarters.
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - The SEC
headquarters was the cause of another outstanding debt.
The list goes on and on. The Labor government sold
Victoria's railway rolling stock to a number of overseas
banks. A bit of quick arithmetic soon told it that the
price it had to pay to rent the stock back would be seen
to be too high, so it arranged for a balloon payment at
the end of the deal to hide the fact that it had cost
Victoria something like a 30 per cent premium on the
value of that rolling stock, which after 10 years one
would have to conclude was of less value than when it
was sold
The Leader of the Opposition talked about the tax level
in this state. It is true, as the minister inteIjected, that
our tax levels are now lower than levels in New South
Wales. I regret to say they are not lower than in
Queensland, but Queensland started with something
Victoria would have liked to have started with - zero
debt, instead of a $30 billion debt. The government
could have had $2 million in the pocket had it started at
the same level as Queensland, but it did not. The facts
oflife are that the government had to deal with the
results of the worst government Australia has ever seen,
the worst government in the Westminster system,
including in third world countries - and those are the
comments of people like Paul Keating, not me.
The Leader of the Opposition has talked about tax
levels. He confuses prices with taxes and absolutes with
relativities. Victoria has tax levels that are lower than
those of New South Wales; and that is from the
commonwealth statistician, not the Victorian
government. It must be presumed that there is a balance
of taxes and charges - some are higher and some are
lower - but overall the tax levels in this state are lower
than in New South Wales. New South Wales
recognises that; and more importantly, had New South
Wales added in things such as payroll tax, municipal
rates and water rates, there may also - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What about its
electricity rates?
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - What about its
electricity rates? I find it astonishing to hear the Leader
of the Opposition talk about electricity rates as though
the SEC came into being on October 1992. The SEC
debt came into being under the Labor government. I am
trying to think of the Labor minister at the time who
was asked why he proceeded with Loy Yang B and
who said, 'Because I made a promise to the people in
the valley'. An all-party parliamentary committee
recommended against the building of the station on the
ground that it was not needed.
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Let us talk about how the debt was incurred and what
the coalition government had to pick up when it came
in. What about the 55 000 civil servants who were
sitting around doing nothing other than funding the
Labor party through their union fees? Turning to
education, the absolutes are that in Victoria - I have
read the Industry Commission's report - the number
of children per teacher is virtually identical with the
Australian average - and the government is being
criticised because it managed to allocate Victoria's
resources more efficiently than New South Wales and
Queensland
On health the Leader of the Opposition is again
misleading people. Victoria's average health cost is the
same as that of every other state except New South
Wales. The reason New South Wales is so expensive is
because its administration is out of control. New South
Wales is not competitive because it has not introduced
casernix. When the coalition came to government
public hospitals were being financed on the basis of
grants that had no bearing on the number of patients
treated The government conducted a casemix study
that has enabled it to allocate resources where they are
needed In a position report the Auditor-General said
casernix is fair and more efficient than other allocation
methods.

If New South Wales is to be looked at as a criterion it
should be remembered that it has the most expensive
health system in Australia There is not a jot of
evidence to suggest that the service it provides is any
better than the service provided in Victoria, and some
evidence to suggest that it is worse. Victoria has
nothing to complain about on taxation other than the
problems the coalition government inherited from the
fonner Labor government.
Public transport costs for Victorian commuters are
substantially lower than those in New South Wales and
the cost of running and subsidising the transport sy~tem
is substantially higher. I notice the Leader of the
Opposition did not make any reference to that. I
presume he has in mind a Labor policy statement something we will debate at the next budget - that
goes back to the same old system that bankrupted the
state, resulted in the highest unemployment in Australia
and had people abandoning Victoria because there
appeared to be no hope under the Labor government.
The people of Victoria are awake to the Leader of the
Opposition. I believe opposition members will wake up
to the Leader of the Opposition. They are biding their
time.
Hon. T. E. Eren intetjected.
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I look forward to
having this debate again when the next budget comes
down, and I look forward to you, Mr Eren, learning
about something. I will then shut up and sit down, like
you have for the past two and a half years. I have to say
it is very wise judgment on your part, not to make any
contribution to the debate.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - At least he does not
give the same speeches, like you do!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I know that
members of the Labor Party do not like to be reminded
of their defects but I cannot help it; Mr Eren raised the
issue.

Can you imagine getting up in this house and talking
like that about the way this government has
administered the tax system and revenues, its
provisions for taxation expenditure and for debt
reductions after it took over from the worst government
Australia has ever been seen - as acknowledged by
the Keating government in Canberra and almost every
observer? I would dearly like Mr Theophanous to
challenge some character witness about the Labor
Party's performance in government. His own apologia
about what a disaster the last election was stands in
direct contrast to the nonsense he has presented here
tonight.
The bill makes important reforms and is worthwhile.
The Leader of the Opposition has added nothing of
value or consequence to the debate. I look forward to
debating the issue when the budget is discussed.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - It gives me
pleasure to support the State Taxation (Further
Amendment) Bill. First I note that Mr Hartigan's
address has been very well balanced and sensible. He
carefully refuted a number of comments made by the
Leader of the Opposition.

I point out, as has the Leader of the Opposition, that the
bill is an omnibus measure that makes small changes to
a number of acts to strengthen the taxation collection
system and enable smoother collection of revenue. The
bill also has some sensible fmetuning aspects.
The bill makes a number of technical amendments to
the Business Franchise (petroleum Products) Act and
the Taxation Administration Act. It clarifies the
operation of the Land Tax Act and provides a refund on
land tax to the owner of an unoccupied piece ofland
who, having paid tax for that land, later uses it as his
principal place of residence. The bill also makes
changes to payroll tax provisions, giving a tax
exemption in favour of certain local government
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business corporations to assist with activities of local
government bodies in certain contracting out
procedures. I know those provisions are supported by
both sides of the house.
Significant changes in payroll tax collection have been
introduced to ease difficulties arising from a number of
Supreme Court cases that include Drake Personnel Ltd.
v. Commissioner o/State Revenue. The difficulties
arose from a propensity for certain types of business
arrangements to cause a level of damage to revenue that
resulted in the need to arrange those measures with
clarity and relative simplicity.
There is of course is no perfect solution in such areas.
People would prefer that minimum taxes were collected
that had minimal impact on the overall business tax
load and that the collection mechanism provided for an
immediate impost on bodies in calculating taxation, so
enabling businesses to deal smoothly and simply with
the system.
It is interesting to consider payroll tax because in many
ways it has always been a difficult tax. People have
often believed that it is a job-destroying tax. While
everyone would prefer that payroll tax was set at the
lowest level possible, it must be borne in mind that
governments need to collect taxes. A number of current
economic papers provide considerable evidence that
payroll tax has a number of benefits: it closely
approximates economic activity and there are
considerable advantages in theoretical aspects of
payroll tax. I do not want to overstate those advantages
but I note that many speakers have made the point that
payroll tax is in some respects one of the better taxes.
The levy does not equate to either short-run or long-run
damage to employment, as many people thought that it
would years ago. Revenue needs to be collected in a
number of ways and it is important to look carefully at
some of the state government's reforms of payroll tax.
I note some of the comments made by the Leader of the
Opposition about levels of taxation. In this context it is
worth quickly reviewing some of the comments made
in the 1998--99 budget statement about tax relief
measures and significant tax initiatives that will assist
business, firms and households. At page 74 it states:
The budget provides a further $132 million in tax relief for
Victorian finns and households. Building on the $209 million
in payroll and fuel tax cuts and $2 million in stamp duty relief
announced in 1997-98, the budget provides for an additional
$90 million cut in payroll tax together with a $42 million
reduction for stamp duty on conveyancing.

It is worth considering those measures in the broader
context of the budget. It is interesting to see how the
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payroll tax flows through from the changes. I quote
from page 75 of Budget Paper No. 2:
From 1 July 1998, Victoria's payroll tax rate will fall to 6 per
cent This follows last year's rate reduction from 7 per cent to
6\4 per cent It will mean a further 4.0 per cent reduction in
tax liability for all Victorian businesses currently paying
payroll tax and will affect some 15 200 employers.
At an estimated cost to revenue of $90 million in a full year,
this further rate cut brings the value of payroll tax relief to
Victorian firms over the two years to a total of$193 million.

Those important measures are leading to greater
economic activity in Victorian businesses and exports. I
note that increased competitiveness is likely to translate
to a stronger growth of the Victorian economy and to
increase it further.
I note, partly in answer to some comments by the
Leader of the Opposition who said that taxation in
Victoria is high - in general Mr Hartigan has refuted
what he said - that cuts have been made also to stamp
duty on conveyancing and concessions have been
introduced on stamp duty for first home buyers and
pensioner home buyers. A range of other changes,
including some of the land tax reforms, are listed in the
last budget.
Returning to payroll tax, I quote from page 19 of
Treasury Research Paper No. 10 dated
September 1995:
Given any foreseeable revenue requirements, and the
community's demand for public services, it is unavoidable
that wage earnings, which comprise two-thirds of domestic
factor income, will be taxed in one way or another. It is
simplifying, and incorrect, to single out payroll tax as a 'tax
on jobs' or a 'tax on exports'. In a static framework, it can be
shown that payroll tax has very similar long-run economic
effects to broadly-based consumption taxes; having similar
effects on employment and saving. Payroll tax is a tax that
ultimately bears on both the traded and non-traded sectors of
the economy, as would a VAT.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Do you want to put in
the payroll tax instead of the GST?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - No, I do not.

I make the point that the reforms to payroll tax are part
of the broader series of reforms to lower the state's
taxation levels and increase economic activity. The
provisions set out in this bill will go a long way to
protect state revenue.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

LAND TITLES VALIDATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology).

Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - The
opposition vigorously opposes the Land Titles
Validation (Amendment) Bill. As background, in the
first Mabo case the High Court held that Queensland's
legislative attempt to extinguish any active title which
indigenous persons may have held in the Murray
Islands, but not property rights held by non-indigenous
people, was a breach of the Racial Discrimination Act
1975.
The second Mabo case held that the common law of
Australia recognises that native title to land held by
indigenous people survived the acquisition of
sovereignty by the Crown over its Australian colonies.
A possible consequence of this decision was doubt
about the legal validity of land grants made by state
governments under state legislation since 1975. In
contravention of the protection guaranteed by the
Racial Discrimination Act, the grants may have
completely or partially extinguished native title rights.
The commonwealth's response to the second Mabo
case was to enact the Native Title Act 1993. The
primary purpose of that act was to recognise and protect
native title, and processes were set in place to achieve
protection of native title.
The act, among other things, enables states to legislate
to validate doubtful land grants. Where validation leads
to extinguishment of native title either completely or to
the extent of inconsistency with the statutory title, the
act provided for compensation. The act permitted the
validation of all grants made prior to the
commencement date of 1 January 1994 of the Native
Title Act. The Victorian government took up its option
by enhancing the Land Titles Validation Act 1994.
During the period 1 January 1994 to 23 December 1996
the state government ignored the Native Title Act
processes. It conducted business as usual. It continued
to act as ifnative title did not exist despite the Native
Title Act. While it used the excuse that it was operating
on the assumption that native title had been
extinguished by the grant of pastoral leases, that was
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not the only basis upon which it acted. There are very
few, if any, pastoral leases in Victoria, yet the
government continued to sell Crown land, issue mining
and exploration licences without considering the
existence of native title rights. By continuing to act as if
native title did not exist, the government acted in breach
of the Racial Discrimination Act by failing to treat a
property right held only by people of the Aboriginal
race - native title - in the same way it treats other
property rights. Applying the Wik decision to those
acts, especially in relation to pastoral leases, shows that
they were unlawful because they held that native title
can coexist with pastoral leases and gives way to
pastoral leases when there is any conflict between the
two. The government now seeks to validate these
unlawful acts and its failure to comply with the
processes of the Native Title Act and the Racial
Discrimination Act in the Land Titles Validation
(Amendment) Bill.
The bill proposes to amend the Land Titles Validation
Act to come into effect on the date of royal assent, and
the Pipelines Act to come into effect on the date to be
proclaimed or, if no date is proclaimed, on
I August 1999.
The bill inserts several new parts into the Land Titles
Validation Act. The opposition has several concerns
about our obligations to and respect for our indigenous
population. Section 22A of the commonwealth Native
Title Act validates intermediate period acts attnbutable
to the commonwealth. Intermediate period acts include
the granting and upgrading ofleases and permits
between 1 January 1994 and 23 December 1996. The
commonwealth's argument for validating these
intermediate period acts is that they took place on
pastoral lease land that the government thought
extinguished native title and therefore did not have to
go through the specific procedures set down in the act
in relation to future acts.
The argument cannot apply to Victoria because
basically there are no pastoral leases in this state. These
acts of the government are invalid because they did not
follow the processes for future acts as set out in the
Native Title Act during the three years before the Wik
decision. Section 22A forgives the commonwealth that
gross failure and allows intermediate period acts to
have full legal effect even though they affect or at the
least impair native title rights and interests.
Section 22F of the Native Title Act allows the state of
Victoria to do the same thing in respect of all its own
intermediate period acts. The state is allowed to
legislate in a way that would otherwise be in breach of
the Racial Discrimination Act because section 7(3) of

LAND TITLES V ALIDATION (AMENDMEN1) BILL

968

COUNCIL

the Native Title Act specifically excludes the validation
of intermediate acts from the operation of the Racial
Discrimination Act.
Proposed section 13A validates certain ~terme?iate
period acts attributable to the state, and m certam
circumstances validation will mean extinguishment of
native title.

Hon. W. R. Baxter - Where?
Hon. M. M. GOULD - Firstly, if an intermediate
period act attributable to the state is of a type that
ordinarily requires a grant of exclusion possession the
bill will deem native title to have been extinguished.
According to the commonwealth and state governments
these include grants of freehold, exclusive possession
leases and the construction or establishment of public
works. Secondly, if an intermediate period act
attributable to the state is wholly or partly inconsistent
with the continued existence, enjoyment or exercise of
particular native title rights and interests.
The effect of the bill will be to retrospectively take
from Aboriginal people a right to protect a relationship
with their country that has been recognised as a
property right by Australian common l~w in .the hi~est
court of the land. Native title holders WIll gam the nght
to compensation if the bill extinguishes their title.
However, as Aboriginal people have repeatedly told us,
money can never adequately compensate for the loss of
access to their country. Further, the requirement that the
state pay compensation to native title holders exposes
Victorian taxpayers to an unquantified liability that
comes from the government's failing to comply with it.
That will only exacerbate the conflict between
indigenous and non-indigenous Australians and ensure
the reconciliation process will never be a reality.
Furthermore, validation of an illegal act places
governments above the law, which is a thoroughly
awful principle in a society that prides itself on being
governed by the law. The government via the bill says
in effect, 'We know what the law is but we don't like it,
so we are not going to follow it. We are going to
introduce legislation to override it'. Retrospectivity is
especially deplorable in cases where citizens' rights to
challenge those illegal acts in court have been
destroyed. Victoria is not obliged to follow the
commonwealth legislation. It is open for the state to
decide whether it legislates in a way that will allow a
case-by-case treatment of validation rather than an
open-slather approach that extinguishes all possible
claims. The legislation automatically wipes off all such
claims.
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The commonwealth and state governments have
decided that grants of particular types of tenures,
including freehold and many types of leases, should
also be deemed to extinguish native title. They include
interests set out in the schedule of the Native Title Act,
including leases that in Victoria's case go right back to
1862. Section 23C of the Native Title Act confinns the
extinguishing effect of the leases, and section 23E
enables the state to confirm the extinguishing effect of
any or all previous non-exclusive possession acts
attributable to it.
Through the bill the state is confirming the
extinguishing effect of all previous possession acts
attributable to it, and the partial extinguishment of all
previous non-exclusive possession acts attributable to
it, even though it has the discretion to confmn the
extinguishing effects of any or all such acts. No court
has determined the extinguishing effect of any of these
types of acts apart from the grant of freehold and the
grant of pastoral leases - the High Court decision of
Wik. Some of those tenures may not have previously
extinguished title. If that is the case the legislation will
extinguish any or all surviving native title claims.
Instead of exercising the precautionary or case-by-case
principle and allowing court determinations the state is
taking unnecessary pre-emptive action by introducing
legislation that takes that right away.
A number of cases are before the courts as we speak. In
the next few months a result is expected on the Y orta
Y orta claim in Victoria The Yorta Y orta people have
argued that a number of relevant tenures do not
extinguish the right to native title. The relevant part of
the bill destroys any possibility of building the
coexistence principle set out in the Wik decision, and
that makes it difficult for indigenous people to obtain
court determinations that would allow them to enjoy the
rights set out in the Native Title Act. There is no
justification for depriving Australia's indigenous people
of access to a legal practice that has been established
through the Supreme Court to have a case tested for
native title. The state is relying on an assessment of
state and commonwealth bureaucrats rather than on the
courts to make decisions about the extinguishing effect
of more than 100 types of tenure.
If the bill accurately reflects common law there is really
no need for this legislation. The government has a
discretion to legislate in these sweeping terms, and that
is what it has done with this bill- it has wiped out
what was available.

Hon. Bill Forwood - All the other states have done
exactly the same thing.
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Hon. M. M. GOULD - The other states might
have had pastoral leases. I ask Mr Forwood to show us
where there is a pastoral lease in Victoria
The bill does not limit the potential for extinguishment
by applying the current legislation only to current
tenures. There has been no conflict over this land for
100 years or more, yet the bill goes back to 1862. The
validating of sales of Crown land and the construction
or establishment of public works means native title will
be extinguished forever.
The legislation will retrospectively - in some cases
after more than 100 years - take from indigenous
Victorians a right to protect a relationship with their
country that has been recognised as a property right by
the highest court in the land Once again, although
native title holders will be eligible for compensation on
just terms upon extinguishment of their title, the
Aboriginal people keep telling us and the community,
and everybody accepts it, that money cannot
compensate them for their lack of access to their land
and their country. That access has been recognised
through the commonwealth act and through the Native
Title Act.
What this also does is put an unquantified amount of
liability on the taxpayers of Victoria for something that
cannot be calculated at this time - that is, another tax
liability that future Victorians will have to meet.
The amendments to the Native Title Act mean that the
construction of pipelines and other infrastructure is no
longer subject to the right to negotiate as set out in that
act. Other lesser processes have been substituted for
what was there originally. The bill removes the
requirement that the minister has to be satisfied that the
right-to-negotiate process has been completed in
granting easements, licences and permits allowing the
construction and operation of pipelines. The bill
replaces it with a requirement that the minister be
satisfied that the relevant procedures under the
amended Native Title Act have taken place. These
procedures include the indigenous land use agreement
procedures set out under section 24MD(6B) of the
Native Title Act.
The procedures include a ridiculously short period of
only two months from notification for registered native
title claimants to object to acquisition and a further
three months to refer the matter to the tribunal. That
does not allow for a great deal of consultation,
discussion and negotiation to take place. That is unfair.
Another matter concerns any other applicable
procedure referred in section 24AA of the Native Title
Act.
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As a pre-condition to the operation of
section 24MD(6B) a law of the state or commonwealth
must make provision in relation to the preservation or
protection of areas or sites that may be in the area to
which the act relates and which is of particular
significance to Aboriginal people. That condition has
arguably not been met by these changes. The laws in
relation to the protection of Aboriginal areas or sites of
significance are the commonwealth's Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 and
Victoria's Archaeological and Aboriginal Relics
Preservation Act 1972. Neither of those acts provides
any ability for native title holders to preserve and
protect their sites of significance. In Victoria the
capacity to protect sites rests with Aboriginal
organisations and not individuals that may not represent
the interest of native title holders.

The notice provision in section 24MD(6B) of the
Native Title Act makes no mention of the reasons for
acquisition, identity of other persons with interest in the
land, details of any investigation of the economic,
social and environmental impacts of the proposed
use - all of which are important matters to include.
There is also no mention of the time allowed for people
who assert native title to become recognised, registered
native title claimants, thus gaining the ability to object
to the procedure. Because the time has been shortened
and because it is talking about individuals rather than
Aboriginal organisations the bill takes that right away.
It does not specify that the minister must consult with
native title parties before acquisition, nor does it specify
the time, the location or the nature of any such
consultations. Furthermore, there is no specific duty in
the bill requiring the government or any proponent that
may be able to build a pipeline to disclose information
relevant to the construction and operation of the
pipeline. That prejudices those who are involved in any
consultation.
The Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal is now
nominated as the independent body for hearing
objections. VCAT does not have the specialised
knowledge of native title or the process that has been
developed by the Native Title Tribunal over the past
five years. All of the changes in the bill will
disadvantage our indigenous people.
In summing up the best approach is to put on the record
what indigenous people feel. A media release from the
Y orta Y orta Murray Goulburn Rivers Clans Group
states, in part:
The final solution for the dispossession of not only the Yorta
Yorta but all indigenous peoples of Victoria and Australia
will be complete with the passing of this validation and
confinnation bill and the amendments to the Pipeline Act.
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This will seal the passing of the Howard government's
10-point plan and put an end to any chance of meaningful
reconciliation.
The Yorta Yorta entered into a legal process that is not of our
making. This law is not our law, but we gave it our full
commitment and faith that finally justice would be delivered.
The Yorta Y orta application is due for a determination in
early 1999. This outcome could very well acknowledge our
native title rights over our traditional lands and waters.
Genuine agreements over the management and coexistence
could have been a reality.

The final part of the media release states:
The Yorta Yorta would have no longer been kept as a token
or marginalised partner. We would have been delivered a
voice throughout our lands and waters. We would no longer
need to whisper but to shout that we were, are, and always
will be the indigenous owners of this land.

I strongly oppose the bill.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - We have
just witnessed the sad spectacle of the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition - in blatant disregard and
contravention of the standing orders - reading a
speech written by some faceless person who remains
anonymous.
Worse still, it was pretty obvious from the deputy
leader's demeanour that she had absolutely no
understanding of the import of what she was reading to
the house. It is a sad day when a party leader uses
Parliament on such an important issue in a quite
despicable way, because many of the allegations made
in the speech were patently wrong, misguided and
calculated to mislead.
If Miss Gould understood what she was reading and
was prepared to enter into the debate in the proper spirit
that we expect of debates in this chamber she might
have adduced some evidence to support the allegations
she was making, but none was forthcoming. We heard
sweeping statements about land having been disposed
of since 1994, thereby cancelling native title if it ever
existed. One would have thought that if she genuinely
believed that she might have identified some land and
produced evidence to indicate that native title does exist
or could have been claimed to exist on one parcel of
land or another, but no, we had a sweeping statement
much like the one made by the honourable member for
Morwell in another place out on the front steps last
week.
He made extraordinary allegations to a small group of
people, including a number of Aborigines, who by and
large were lobbyists from the leafy suburbs, that
between 1994 and 1996 native title on some 15 000
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parcels of land had somehow or other been
extinguished and those parcels of land were handed
over to private owners, again without any identification
whatsoever. It is totally unbecoming, to put it mildly,
for so-called responsible members of Parliament to
make such sweeping statements without identifying
precisely what they are talking about.
I am firmly of the view that any parcels of Crown land
that have been sold since 1994 have been sold by the
government in good faith and in absolute belief that
native title, if it does exist in this state, certainly did not
exist on those parcels ofland As I remarked last week
when debating the bill providing for a single register for
land titles, one of the hallmarks of the land titles system
in this state is its integrity and the fact that it can be
relied upon. The importance of the bill is that, although
there really is no doubt that the title to those parcels of
land is secure, the bill puts it beyond any possible
doubt.
It is important that that be done, yet we have heard
tonight all sorts of innuendo suggesting that somehow
or other this is a back-door method of extinguishing
native title. From my experience since 1994 I can say
that any parcel ofland that had the slightest suggestion
that a native title claim might succeed on it has not been
disposed of. I can think of a number of parcels of land
in my own electorate which for all intents and purposes,
commonsense and the like, had no further need to be
owned by the Crown and ought to have been
transferred to a freeholder but that was not done
because there was a question that native title might
have existed.
The government has been meticulous since the Mabo
and Wikjudgments in the state of Victoria To suggest
otherwise without producing any evidence does the
house no justice and levels a completely unwarranted
criticism against the government of this state.
In terms of this legislation and its precursor in the
federal government, as Mr Forwood said, this state is
not acting alone. New South Wales and Queenslandlet it be noted, states administered by the Australian
Labor Party - have already passed this complementary
legislation, and I understand the other states will be
doing so as well.

We are not acting alone or in concert either. We are
passing complementary legislation to the quite
necessary legislation passed by the federal Parliament
to take account of the High Court Wikjudgment but
more particularly to improve the Keating government's
Native Title Act, which to put it mildly was some of the
most inept, carelessly drafted and unworkable
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legislation that has ever been placed on the statute book
of the nation.

legislation that will enable Victoria to move forward in
an even-handed fashion.

I pay high tribute to the Prime Minister, the Deputy
Prime Minister, Senator Minchin and others for their
persistence, cooperation, diligence and capacity to
consult and listen but not to give up when it all seemed
too difficult. Many lesser politicians than Howard and
Fischer would have thrown up their hands in horror and
said, 'Why bother? There are too many obstacles in the
way and we are fighting too many people in the suburbs
of Sydney and Melbourne who simply do not
understand what the reality is in the rest of Australia'.

I reflect on some of the difficulties experienced during
the period of uncertainty that has existed since the Wik
High Court judgment. In my electorate there have been
three or four examples that amply demonstrate what
indecision, lack of clarity and providing a capacity for a
tiny minority to debilitate due process can cause. The
first example is the township of Toolamba, which is not
far from Shepparton. Without doing anyone a
disservice I point out that the township substantially
comprises people who are in the lower socioeconomic
group. They bought properties out there because the
blocks were relatively cheap since the services were not
as good as they might be. As part of the government's
laudable program of bringing the water service up to
WHO standards, Goulburn Valley Water was going to
provide a new water supply to Toolamba to replace the
existing unsatisfactory service. The water was to be
drawn from the Goulbum River and piped to
Toolamba. It meant crossing a WO-metre river frontage.

But to their everlasting credit they developed a 10-point
plan that was fair, just, workable and clear. They kept at
it until they at least ended up with 9 of the 10 points
being agreed to and legislated by the Parliament of the
Commonwealth. That point is important. The current
federal government does not control the Parliament of
the Commonwealth, as we well know, in respect of a
whole range of issues. But the Senate passed the
legislation eventually, albeit somewhat unwillingly,
after the longest debate on any legislation in the history
of Federation - but it passed it.
The people's representatives concluded that we needed
certainty, that citizens needed to know where they stood
and we needed a piece of legislation - to wit the
Native Title Act - that was couched in just and fair
terms and was capable of fair and even application.
That was their intent and by and large they succeeded,
although with great difficulty.
Again I say thank goodness we had leaders in this
country of their calibre rather than - we saw an
example tonight and we saw it in the debate in another
place - people prepared, for perceived short-term
political gain, to take a view that would not have
sustained this nation into the future, would have been
an ongoing festering sore forever and would have
prevented reconciliation - a much-abused term ever being achieved.
There is now certainty and a firm base upon which to
move forward; that is commendable. Similarly I say to
the Victorian government - full marks for working
through this issue in the way it has done. Full marks to
the coalition bill committee, which has worked with the
responsible minister, the Premier, to bring the
legislation before the chamber tonight.
It is not done in any nasty way or without consultation.
It is done in a fair and just fashion, having listened to all
interest groups. The government has drafted a piece of

What happened to that project? It was stymied because
agreement could not be reached with the Aboriginal
community, which may have had a native title claim to
that river frontage. The claim was not proven - there
may have been a claim. I do not think anyone,
including almost everyone in the Aboriginal
community in the Goulburn Valley, would have had the
slightest objection to a pipeline passing across a piece
of Crown land on the Goulburn River frontage to
provide tremendous health benefits, among other
benefits, to a group of fellow citizens who lived in the
district. However, because one or two people wanted to
use the current confused situation created by Wik, they
were able to stymie the project. As a result, Goulburn
Valley Water has had to abandon the proposal and
bring water to the town via a much longer pipeline from
Mooroopna at an additional cost of approximately
$100000.
Who is going to pay? The answer is Goulbum Valley
Water and the ratepayers, including many Aboriginal
ratepayers, bearing in mind that Shepparton has the
highest Aboriginal population in this state. The
ratepayers will pay for it from here to eternity.
For an example of the stupidity and the preparedness of
a tiny minority to hold the rest of the community,
including their own people, to ransom, one can look at
the case of the Kraft factory at Leitchville. The Kraft
company spent $20 million on a new cheese plant and
proposed to dispose of the waste water on a piece of
freehold land it owned. To convey the waste to the site
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it needed to install a pipeline, which happened to
traverse a road reserve for a short distance.
What happened? It was impossible to get any sort of
response from those who may have had a native title
claim over that reserve. Negotiations went on for
months. .Kraft could not get an answer but was told,
'Yes, we'll let you know'. That time never came. Kraft
was left with no alternative but to put in another system
of waste disposal. One might say, 'It is a multinational
company and it does not matter if it costs it an extra
couple of million'. Yes, it does, because the dairy
industry is a very competitive industry and in Victoria
we totally rely on it for the employment of thousands of
people.
One could even say the scenario was worse than that.
Victorians were jolly fortunate that Kraft had already
spent the $20 million in upgrading the factory before
this happened, because I can tell the house that if it had
not, and then the problems arose, it would have shut the
factory and walked away. Leitchville, which is a small
country town, would have lost the employment that the
factory generates and the suppliers to the factory would
have been forced to deliver their product to another
factory many miles distant.
Hon. B. W. Bishop - Leitchville is a town reliant
on that industry.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - Indeed, Leitchville exists
because the Kraft factory is there, and has been since
the war. IfKraft leaves Leitchville, Leitchville will not
exist; it will become a ghost town. It is an example of
one or two people who do not live in or have an interest
in this area seeing an opportunity to make mischief and they did. That is another reason Victorians need
certainty.
Another example is the extension of the natural gas
pipeline through the Murray Valley. City people enjoy
the benefits of gas, and have done for years. Country
people have not done so. It was through the good
offices of this government that the method by which
gas is supplied and the tariffs that can be charged were
so constructed that it became a viable proposition to
provide gas to towns like Rutherglen, Yarrawonga,
Cobram, Numurkah and Nathalia.
What happened? Because the pipeline needed to go
across a couple of watercourses it was again stymied
for many months; it was costing one of the largest
energy users in the Murray Valley $50 000 a month
more than if gas had been supplied at the time it was
originally envisaged it would get to the food processing
works. How was the matter eventually solved? By
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negotiation, yes, but also by the passing over of a fairly
substantial amount of money. There was no principle
involved; it was simply a device to extract money. It is
despicable that that occurred.
At Nathalia there is a weir on the Broken Creek called
Chinaman's Weir. It is a politically incorrect name that
should be replaced. The local member, who is able to
negotiate with the Deputy Premier in his capacity as the
minister for water supply, was able to get an allocation
of $300 000 to replace the weir. It was a bit of a
surprise to the local member that he managed to hook it
out, but he is quite happy to claim the credit for it.
All was well, the weir would be replaced. What
happened? Someone said, 'Well, perhaps native title
exists on the creek frontage', so negotiations were
started with the Yorta Yorta people. It was the same old
story; we could never get an answer. We were told,
'Yes, we will let you know next month'. However, next
month never came. As a result a whole season has been
lost during which time the weir could have been built. It
has had to be postponed until after the next irrigation
season. Those who tendered to build the weir wasted
their efforts, money and time. That is yet another
example of how one or two can hold up a project which
is for the benefit of the whole community. The bill
endeavours to provide some certainty and to avoid the
situation where one or two mischief-makers thwart
what the community has universally agreed needs to be
done.
Recently I noticed there was a bit of a sit-in at the
Dharnya Centre. It has been alleged by Monica
Morgan, James Atkinson and others that the bill will
extinguish native title on the Dharnya Centre. I have not
the slightest doubt that native title, if it ever existed,
was extinguished on the site of the Dharnya Centre
years ago, bearing in mind that that particular site has
been the subject of various pastoral leases, cattle
grazing leases and the like. Be that as it may, there is no
question in anyone's mind about giving, leasing or
handing over that particular site to the Yorta Yorta
people. The Nathalia community, the Shire ofMoira
and the people of Victoria would probably say, 'Here is
the Dharnya Centre which was built by the taxpayers of
Victoria, but recognising Aboriginal culture, you can do
what you like with it'. However, propaganda is being
run by Monica Morgan, who has had all the benefits of
a tertiary education - which is provided by our society
to those who want to avail themselves of it. She is
prepared to mislead and build a propaganda story in the
community to antagonise and, as I said, to make
mischief.
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Again I was depressed to hear the honourable member
for Morwell in another place out on the front steps of
Parliament House last week peddling the same things.
He has probably never been to the Dharnya Centre. He
would not know what it looked like and where it is.
Let's not get hung up on arguments that are irrelevant I
do not believe native title exists there but I do not have
the slightest objection to the Aboriginal community
being given the Dharnya Centre for free, gratis. To use
it as some sort of bargaining tool brings the whole
debate into disrespect.
Many people have peddled the views read by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition today, repeating this
city-based view that their freehold backyard is okay, the
Fitzroy Gardens will not be claimed, that this is an issue
in the country and it does not matter if half a desert is
handed over to a particular group. It is not like that at
all. That is a very unfortunate view and, if I was prone
to use the term 'racist', I would say it was a racist view
because it is saying, 'Here is a group of people who do
not count for much; we will give them half a desert'. I
do not like the term 'racist'. We are all one in this
nation. If we are to progress we have to be one. This
business of branding each other as racist does none of
us any good at all. However, it is a problem that affects
and afflicts the whole of the nation and it will not be
solved by the leafy suburbs of Sydney and Melbourne
saying that it will not affect them detrimentally so they
are prepared to forgo and to give in regardless of the
facts, regardless of the impacts on country people, and
regardless of what the merits of the particular argument
must be.
As a result of the two High Court judgments and the
Native Title Act there is a process in place. It can be
worked through and it is being worked through. One
hopes that the Federal Court, if we can draw on the
Y orta Y orta experience, can at least expedite its
procedures so we are not all held waiting for so long.
However, there is a process that can determine whether
native title exists on a particular piece of land. Let us
use it and use it with certainty. That is what this
amending act, which is complementary to the federal
legislation, provides.

Finally, the great benefit of the recent federal legislation
is that it clarified the issue as to whether native title
claims can be made over water and water supply.
Fortunately, it has determined that such claims cannot
be made. Nor should they be countenanced in any way.
What sort of society would we be if a group of people,
regardless of race or ethnic background, were able to
command rights over a basic necessity of life - water?
That is where I find the opposition's debates so often
contradictory. The opposition rails against privatisation.
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It alleges the government intends to privatise water. It
says we are fattening up the water authorities to
privatise them, which is an argument with no substance
at all. On the one hand, the opposition says that is so.
On the other hand, apparently it is prepared to
countenance a particular group of people having control
over water and waterways.
I find that an extraordinarily contradictory argument.
On the one hand, opposition members say it has to be
available to us all and a public resource; on the other
hand, they would countenance a minority group,
whoever it might be, having jurisdiction over water.
Fortunately, the lO-point plan ofJohn Howard has
rightly put that to one side. The legislation is necessary.
It is timely, and it provides some certainty, but it does
not extinguish native title in anything like the
circumstances that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
and her scribes would attempt to have us believe.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
speak in opposition to the bill. I do so because, apart
from anything else, unlike Mr Baxter, I believe it is a
mean-minded, nasty, unnecessary and racist bilL When
I looked at the title of the bill, the Land Titles
Validation (Amendment) Bill, I thought it would be
good if it was to validate native title rights over Crown
land, validating the right of our indigenous people to
claim native title in circumstances where they could not
prove a continual relationship because their ancestors
had been driven off their land One should remember it
was all their land and waterways. They were forced on
to reserves, separated from their families and had their
children stolen from them.
If only this bill recognised the importance of ensuring
equal rights for our indigenous people it would be a true
gesture of reconciliation. But, no, the bill does just the
opposite. It validates yet another illegal act perpetrated
by the invaders of this land against its original
inhabitants.

It took until 1992 and the Mabo decision to get a High
Court ruling that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people who maintained a continuing connection on
their land or waters according to their traditional ways
held native title, removing the myth of terra nullius.
Instead of welcoming the decision, the Premier raised
fears that our backyards would be threatened - false
fears with absolutely no basis in fact but which helped
fuel the 'uncertainty' debate that we have heard so
much about.

In December 1993 the Keating government introduced
the Native Title Act, which is clear on the question of
Crown land and the right to claim native title. It is also
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clear on the questions of :freehold and leasehold, but if
uncertainties arise they are to be tested by the common
law in the courts.
The Wik decision in December 1996 held that the
granting of a pastoral lease did not necessarily
extinguish all native title rights. That is why leasehold
was brought in; so those rights were not extinguished.
The two could coexist.
At that stage the pastoralists and mining companies
called for amendments to extinguish native title on
pastoral leases. In other words they were saying, 'We
are white; we are in the majority; we make the laws and
run the government, so let's make sure we get what we
want'. The bigger the bully, the better the deal. We then
saw the disgusting spectacle of Prime
Minister Howard's ID-point plan and all the related
arguments and the bargaining to get people to vote one
way or the other, including offering them money to
change their vote, aimed at entrenching the bullies'
deal.
The amendments to the legislation following the Wik
decision were about pastoral leases, not about native
title or freehold land. There are no big pastoral leases in
Victoria; no uncertainty is created in Victoria. There is
no reason and no legitimate right for the Victorian
government to legislate away these rights.
This bill validates Crown land asset sales that occurred
between 1994 and 1996. It is about the sale of some
1500 Crown land allotments that the government sold
illegally over those two and a half years. It
retrospectively validates the extinguishment of native
title on Crown land.
The government continued to sell Crown land and issue
mining and exploration licences without taking into
account the possibility of an existence of native title
interests. The government breached the Native Title
Act and failed to observe the right to negotiate process
as set out in the act. By removing the indigenous
cultural and spiritual connection with the land this bill
is continuing to perpetrate the genocidal acts of our
ancestors.
The passing of the bill, which can be deemed necessary
only by admitting the sale of the Crown land without
the prior right of the indigenous people to claim the
land, was an illegal and immoral act. The High Court
judgments in Mabo and Wik and the Native Title Act
were attempts to at least start to right the wrongs of
200 years. But the Howard 10-point plan and this
legislation are aimed at entrenching the wrongs, no
matter what.
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The High Court ruled that indigenous people's legal
right to land existed in common law and that this law
was held - and remained - from the time of invasion
to the present by the existence of indigenous laws,
customs and traditions, but more importantly, by the
survival of indigenous people from the attempted
genocidal practices of the colonisers.
The Yorta Yorta native title application now before the
courts was lodged in 1994 following the introduction of
the Native Title Act. The Yorta Yorta people entered
into a legal process that, as they point out, was not of
their making. The Yorta Yorta application is due for
determination in early 1999. It could well acknowledge
native title rights over Yorta Yorta traditional land and
waters. Genuine agreements over management and
coexistence could have become a reality.
Mr Baxter said that this was a tiny minority of people
trying to frustrate due process. But even if they are a
tiny minority, one would hope that they have rights.

The Premier says he is not prompting or pre-empting
the common law or the judges' decision. He says he is
ensuring certainty for all Australians - certainty on the
part of the Aborigines that they get nothing, and
certainty on the side of the white people, who have
been here for less than 200 years, that everything they
want they get
If there is any likelihood that native title exists after the
passing of this bill, a process of compensation will
commence. In fact, by legislating retrospectively the
government is removing a fundamental right of a group
of Australians and exposing the state to possible future
compensation. That will create further litigation, as it
will force the original owners to haggle over
compensation for the land they do not want to sell.
Mr Baxter does not think they should want any
compensation and that they should quietly hand it all
over because we want it and we do not recognise their
rights.
Part 3 of the bill relates to the Pipelines Act It removes
the requirement that the minister, in granting
easements, licences and pennits and allowing the
construction and operation of pipelines, has to be
satisfied that the rights and negotiation processes set out
in the Native Title Act have been completed The
pipeline route from East Gippsland to the outskirts of
Sydney was properly negotiated with all parties under
the provisions of the Native Title Act. It took only the
statutory time and was concluded to the satisfaction of
all the stakeholders.

LAND TITLES VALIDATION (AMENDMENl) BaL
Wednesday, 18 November 1998

975

COUNCIL

Around Australia there is mounting evidence that those
who approach native title claims in good faith are
getting results. Companies are negotiating agreements
with indigenous people for mutual benefit, avoiding
confrontation and protracted litigation. I know that to be
true because my son works for the Native Land Council
in New South Wales where lots of these negotiations
are going on without any ill feeling on either side.

the Mabo decision. When Mabo came down, the sky
was going to fall in in parts of Australia - and it did
not. There has been extraordinary growth in the
attitudes of Australians. There is now a far greater
understanding not only of the relationship of
Aborigines with their land but also of the relationship
between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians
around the country.

This spiteful and unnecessary bill deprives the
indigenous people of the state of their right to negotiate.
For those who wish to understand and learn from
history, it is obvious that the suicides, the substance
abuse, the underrepresentation in schools and work
places and the overrepresentation in gaols of our
indigenous people link directly to the removal of their
spiritual base - that is, their land

The debating of issues such as reconciliation and
Aboriginal deaths in custody at the Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody and issues arising
from the 1976 Northern Territory land rights legislation
have all contributed to this change in attitude and
growth. Yes, the arrangement is not yet perfect, but we
are moving in the right direction in a sensible,
acceptable and pragmatic way.

This is ignorant and unnecessarily vicious legislation.
Why is it that as a society we just do not care? Why is
there no outcry in the streets or press when the
Parliament pushes through legislation depriving one
small section of our community of their rights and
land? The end result is that the only avenue available to
an indigenous person is to be a tourist attraction dancing a cOIToboree, playing a didgeridoo, throwing a
boomerang or painting pictures. We do not want them
to be our equals with their own land and choices,
choices we all have as of right. This ultimate
exploitation might be good for the tourist industry, but
it makes me ashamed I oppose absolutely the bill.
Bon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - I will
pick up on some of the comments ofMrs McLean. She
asked what the legislation is about. At the end of the
day, the Victorian government is doing no more or less
than the commonwealth legislation allows; this is the
same action being taken in every other state. This is a
minimalist approach to a complex and difficult issue. It
is a minimalist approach to validate the Native Title
Amendment Act in the intermediate period and confirm
the extinguishment of the titles as listed in part 2 of
schedule 1, which run for many pages.
The bill is a long story; its passage has been a long road
marked by steps forwards, sidewards and backwards.
The resolution of issues arising from the relationship
between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians is
extraordinarily difficult, and I accept what Mrs McLean
said regarding the enormous number of people acting in
good faith as they struggle on their way through this
issue. There is no doubt that people everywhere are
struggling with this issue.
The thing that sticks in my mind more than anything is
the extraordinarily long way people have come since

BOIL

D. A. NardeUa - To the white man.

BOIL BllL FORWOOD - I would say, to
everyone. Mr Nardella can suggest this is just about the
white man, but this is about all Australians. It is sad that
Mr Nardella thinks this is just about the white man and
not all Australians. Let us read the preamble to the
Native Title Act 1993, which marks part of the change
in attitude:

The people whose descendants are now known as Aboriginal
peoples and T orres Strait Islanders were the inhabitants of
Australia before European settlement.

That puts to bed terra nullius completely:
They have been progressively dispossessed of their lands.

That is true. A war was fought for a long time. People
were still dying in wars between Aborigines and
non-indigenous Australians this century - for
example, the Coniston massacre in 1928. A resident of
Tennant Creek who was at the massacre was still alive
in the late 1970s when a movie was made about it. That
happened not some time in the past but in our
generation. That dispossession occurred largely without
compensation and successive governments have failed
to reach a lasting and equitable agreement.
I am sorry to say this, but the 1993 agreement did not
work. It was intended to extinguish native title over
leasehold. The bill passed in July this year took us
another step, but I do not think we have reached the end
of the path in the legislative, legal or human process.
We continue to grapple with the issues. This bill does
nothing more or less than put in place the rights given
by the Australian Parliament to the state to deal with the
issues before us.
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I will fmish with a story: a couple of weeks ago I
attended the United Nations media peace awards. An
award for indigenous media was given to the film crew
from the ABC television program Australian Story for a
program run in March this year entitled 'Camilla's
Conversion'. Some members may have seen that
life-affirming program which showed that anything can
happen in Australia It was the story of a woman named
Camilla Cowley, a pastoralist in south-western
Queensland. From memory, she had been a pastoralist
in the area for a long time; her family had been in the
area for a long time.
The story starts with her anger and dismay when she
and her family first received a document in the mail
notifying them that a native title claim had been lodged
on their property by the Goongarrie people. She said
they believed thoroughly that they were in terrible
danger oflosing title to their property. She attended an
angry public meeting in the shire hall organised by the
United Graziers Association, where only one person
spoke out in dissent - an Aboriginal woman named
Ethyl Munn, who was also a grazier. That started a
relationship.
Camilla Cowley visited Ethyl Munn and her family and
got to know them. She changed her attitude towards
native title; she understood the attachment of the
Goongarrie people to the land she owned. Her family
had been there a long time, but she understood there
were two sets of rights on the one piece of land
Because of that understanding she fell out with her
whole community. She and her family went through a
difficult period as she struggled with the moral and
social issues associated with coming to grips with a
native title claim over land on which she had lived for
many years.
The program was incredible, but the comment that
interested me most was made when the producer
received the award He told the audience what
happened afterwards. When the program was shown in
the local area, the white people who had ostracised
Camilla Cowley because she had been seen to switch
sides saw it. They then said they did not agree with
what she did but they understood it. The understanding
went one step further; a process that started in
antagonism came a little further again.
That has happened time and again in relationships
between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians
since we arrived here, and it will continue to happen.
People of goodwill, indigenous and non-indigenous
Australians, will continue to contribute to that process.
The government has nothing to be ashamed about
regarding the legislation; it is just another signpost.
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Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - The bill is
about land, which has been at the core of the issue now
for 200 years. In a book called The Age ofRevolution:
Europe 1789--1848, the author, E. J. Hobsbawm, claims
that:
... what happened to land detennined the life and death of
most hwnan beings in the years 1789 to 1848.

At the same time as Aborigines were being pushed
back, in the highlands of Scotland the Scots were being
pushed back by changes in agriculture and the
occupation of the land. I guess Hobsbawm was saying
that the fight over land was occurring in many parts of
the world at the same time.
Yesterday I received a letter from Geoff Clark, the
ATSIC commissioner for Victoria In his final
paragraph he writes:
I hope that you find this infonnation helpful. In addition, I
would like to emphasise that no amoWlt of compensation can
ever replace the property rights that are central to our culture.

That aspect has always been fundamental. I have
always thought ofMr Baxter as a good man.
Mr Forwood told the story of the grazier. In a situation
where people may have expected her to behave true to
type - we often classify people without recognising
their individual capacities - she transcended her
background, according to Mr Forwood's account, and
took a different position on the issue.
The point I would like Mr Baxter to think about, which
I think has escaped him, is that the relationship the
Aboriginal community had with the land when the
white people came to Australia was of the nature and
type that many people on the land now have. It is
different, but only by degree.
In replying to a query from a missionary organisation in
Britain, an observer in the 1830s, Mr John Dunmore
Lang, wrote that:
The whole race ... is divided into tribes, more or less
numerous according to circumstances, and designated from
the localities they inhabit; for although universally a
wandering race, with respect to places of habitation, their
wanderings are circwnscribed by certain well-defined limits,
beyond which they seldom pass, except for purposes of war
or festivity. In short, every tribe has its own district, the
boundaries of which are well known to the natives generally;
and within that district all the wild animals are considered as
much the property of the tribe inhabiting, or rather ranging on,
its whole extent, as the flocks of sheep and herds of cattle that
have been introduced.

Given that many Australians are well aware of the
attachment people on the land have to their properties,
the reasons for which go well beyond the economic
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wealth they gain from the land, it should be possible for
people to understand how traumatic it was for
Aborigines to be displaced from their land.
The Mabo decision led Aborigines to hope that for the
first time the introduced white man's common law
offered the prospect of some justice. Ironically, the
white man's law offered a path to justice because it
recognised that native title had endured and that a lot of
what had been said in the past was fiction. It was a first
step. However, the Wik decision surprised everybody.
Because the view in 1993 was that the legislation would
be qualified by the court, although not radically, parts
of it were effectively held over. What happened was
different from what was anticipated, because the High
Court decided that native title could coexist with
pastoral leases. We were not prepared for that decision.
However, it should have been anticipated in some
senses because in 1848, Robinson, the Chief Protector
of Aborigines in the Port Phillip Protectorate, wrote to
Earl Grey, the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
suggesting that establishing Aboriginal reserves might
be a way out of or a solution to the conflict between
squatters and Aborigines over land and water. Earl
Grey replied that he thought he had a better solution.
His solution was:
... the very difficulty of thus locating the Aboriginal tribes
settlers renders it the more incumbent on
goverrunent to prevent them from being altogether excluded
from the land under pastoral occupation. I think it essential
that it should be generally understood that leases granted for
this purpose give the grantees only an exclusive right of
pasturage for their cattle, and of cultivating such land as they
may require within the large limits assigned to them but that
these leases are not intended to deprive the natives of their
former right to hunt over these districts, or to wander over
them in search of subsistence in the manner to which they
have been accustomed, from the spontaneous produce of the
soil, except over land actually cultivated or fenced in for that
purpose.
apart from the

The Aborigines cultivated large areas of land. Even
then, there was a suggestion that there could be some
coexistence on pastoral rights - long before the Wik
decision. This is not an original or new concept. It is
vested in issues that were addressed by statesmen in
Britain last century.
I am sad that we are now treading water when we have
had an opportunity of reaching out for some form of
reconciliation based on the law of the land and our
superior courts. We are backsliding from that; we are
not going forward to a negotiated solution that is
supported by common law. The government is now
attempting to intervene by passing legislation that will
not undo the knot of conflict.
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Hon. Bill Forwood - There is a lot of capacity for
negotiated settlement in the act.
Hon. B. T. PULLEN - The questions involved in
settling the issue are so important that they are
questions not just for Aborigines but for all Australians.
This has a lot to do with our finally achieving an
identity and a sense of place in the world. As a nation
we still struggle to do that. We still cling, with no great
justification, to the efforts made by our soldiers in the
Great War - at Gallipoli, in particular- but we do
not celebrate them as achievements. It is all part of our
searching for an identity in the world beyond a material
view of what Australia is - and we are capable of
doing that

My party has a tradition of solidarity with those who
struggle, particularly those involved in the early
struggles of the trade union movement. It is part of
what constitutes Australian mateship and character,
even if it is not always supported by people on the right.
It is recognised in the way the comradeship of our
people is displayed in our fIlms and stories. It recently
re-emerged in the way people came together during the
waterfront dispute.
The third area is the identity of the rugged individual,
the Man from Snowy River image. Such images do not
stand up highly in the world Like it or not, in the world
scene we are small beer. Most people would see the
culture of the indigenous people as much more of a
symbol of Australia than our search for an identity.
Our standing in the world is more influenced by how

we are seen to relate to indigenous people in this
country. Over the years we have had a comfortable
attitude about the United States of America in the
treatment of blacks in the south. We have been fed on
that type of racism. It is not so comfortable for us now
because we are at the stage of being judged in the same
way. In some respects we are being judged on the
evidence of how we are handling it.
Canada is handling it differently. When Ms Wendy
Smith~d I, as part of a committee, went to Canada we
visited British Colombia, which was in the process of
negotiating 23 treaties with its indigenous people,
which Canadians believe is the proper approach.
New Zealand has advanced its position towards its
indigenous people, but Australia is seen to be treading
water. We are losing the opportunity to show that we
can grasp the nettle by trying to legislate our position,
but the common-law rights achieved in the courts have
been pushed back, which is not helping the situation.

LAND TITLES VALIDATION (AMENDMEN'O BILL

978

COUNCIL

I turn to a number of points made by Mr Baxter in his
contribution. The history of conflict in this country has
been one of people who had immediate interests versus
those who attempted to take a wider view. In the period
when there were massacres, those who stood up for
Aboriginal rights were in the main missionaries,
journalists and miners who were ostracised by society.
As Mr Forwood said, about 70 people were massacred
as late as 1928, but ironically the massacre party led by
a veteran of Gallipoli admitted to only 17 of the
murders. Evidence was taken from numerous people
and it turned out that approximately 100 Aborigines
were massacred.

The competition of the immediate interests versus the
new nuisance people, those trying to say that there is no
justice, is of concern. I cannot say this softly, but
Mr Baxter is still speaking with that voice to some
extent because he is clearly depicting anybody who
criticises something that affects the interests of a local
as somehow being a meddler. He did not take the step
of trying to see the importance of land for other people,
although I believe he holds it dear for himself and
others he knows. He should show some benevolence by
saying that he does not mind if they have this area.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - I did not say that they did not
deserve native title. It does not exist because of
previous history.
Hon. B. T. PULLEN - I took what you said as
being that there was a need to be generous but not to
allow someone to use their rights gained by common
law as a leverage point to negotiate a better position.
One can reach back into history and say, 'You took this
land from my forefathers and I am now going to use
your law to stick it up you and make you take me
seriously, because you need to consult with me'. It is
that step of wanting an equal footing that Mr Baxter is
not prepared to accord with.
We can resolve the situation and have Aborigines as
part of the community, on their own feet and not the
recipients of handouts. It would never satisfy Mr Baxter
or me to be the beneficiaries of charity. Many
Aborigines want to emerge from receiving handouts.
They want rights, the most important being that their
land was taken from them and they want to call it in.
The court has provided them with a right and one with
which we should work. The bill fails by not allowing
that process to work itself out in the courts. We are not
allowing common law to find a solution.
The Wik decision was not an advantageous decision for
Aboriginal land rights because it said that where there
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was conflict the rights of the graziers would prevail. If
one visits the ATSIC web site one sees that ATSIC
acknowledges that. It is also acknowledged in the
newspapers, but there should be some negotiation over
coexistence. The bill is a step backwards. It has been
analysed to death by other people, but I assure the
house I have read it carefully and if necessary can deal
with it I do not believe it is wise for it to be urgent
legislation for Victoria
I acknowledge that New South Wales and Queensland
are following suit, of which I do not approve, but there
are differences. There is a period of negotiation in New
South Wales over which the indigenous groups are
critical of the Labor Party government. They are
justified in being critical. One can travel throughout
Australia and learn what the situation is in each state.
The states do not have to treat such legislation as
template legislation, they have the opportunity to opt in
at different rates. There is no urgency in Victoria. We
could have gone through a process of consultation to
develop certainty in a much more cooperative manner
than has been the case.
The bill has been introduced in haste because of a
concession to the Hansonites and the need to show a
position in the country for the benefit of the National
Party. That I believe is despicable. There is no need to
fly the flag on such an issue for short-term political
gain. That is why we are moving so quickly with this
legislation.
I am disappointed that government members - who
probably believe to some extent in the move towards a
better process of reconciliation - have not been able to
influence that process. That is the reason the bill has
gone forward.
The alternative position would be to move forward in a
framework of coexistence and to develop a schedule
that gave greater certainty in conformity with common
law, where that was needed As has occurred in
Queensland between graziers, cattlemen and many
Aboriginal groups, an enormous accord was achieved
by people sitting down and talking. When people talk
they fmd that some of the Aboriginal groups are not as
difficult to deal with if they are approached as equals
and not as being in need of charity. The process has
been set back to a conflict situation, which was not
necessary.
Hon. E. J. POWELL (North Eastern) - I am
happy to support the bill, which adopts the validation
and confIrmation provisions of the Native Title Act, as
amended by the commonwealth government. The bill
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validates certain acts that were carried out between
1 January 1994 and 23 December 1996.
I join my colleague Mr Baxter in congratulating the
Prime Minister, Mr John Howard, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Tim Fischer, and other members of
federal Parliament for trying to find a reasonable
solution to native title that is fair and equitable to all
Australians - and for fmally getting it past the Senate.
Opposition members talked about the Yorta Yorta
native title claim in their presentations and
demonstrated that they did not know much about the
issue at all. I was a councillor of the former Shire of
Shepparton at the beginning of the Yorta Y orta native
title claims in 1994. The Y orta Yorta people claimed
native title on a large parcel of land in my area - about
2000 square kilometres - that consisted of public land,
including waterways.
The mediation process that was put in place was not
successful. Many people were unaware of it and many
felt they had been denied access to it because of a lack
of guidelines and information about who could apply.
Those claims are now before the Federal Court for it to
determine native title rights - a decision we have
talked about tonight and which we hope will be
completed before the end of next year.
The issue has caused a great division in the community
I represent It has caused a lot of anger and frustration
and has set not just Aborigine against non-Aborigine
but in some cases Aborigines against each other.
Mr Baxter said earlier that the electorate he and I
represent has the highest population ofKooris outside
Melbourne, and many of those are settled in the
Shepparton, Mooroopna and Echuca areas.
When the Yorta YOrta claim was first initiated
members of the Bangerang Aboriginal community
disputed the Yorta Yorta community's occupation of
some of the land it was claiming, stating that the
Bangerang people - or the Pangerang people as they
are sometimes called - were the original occupiers of
some of the lands that were claimed, such as the
Mooroopna, Dookie, Tongala and Wangaratta areas.
Some ofthe comments made to me by the Bangerang
community were that the Y orta Yorta association with
the land was by marriage only. The Bangerang people
were not able to put in a separate claim, so they
eventually had to become partners in the YOrta Yorta
claim.
I believe the process for determining the Yorta Yorta
native title is flawed and inadequate for many reasons.
The maps and information circulated to the community
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were unclear and lacked sufficient detail. People did not
know whether they were included in claimed areas or
not. Farmers who consulted solicitors to get
information on whether they were interested parties in
the claim believed the process would be very costly and
drawn out. They decided not to be involved because
many could not afford to be involved in the process. It
is interesting to note that the Y orta Y orta claimants
have received legal aid to defend their claim.
It has been explained that native title exists if
indigenous people have had a continuous physical or
spiritual connection with the land or waters, and that
has caused confusion. Many non-Koori people have
had a continuous association with claimed land, as
Mr Baxter mentioned in his presentation, but they
believed that native title did not apply to the land they
had an interest in. I believe it would be almost
impossible to determine continuous association, but the
issue of spiritual association is even harder to define.
My concern is that the whole issue of native title has
created expectations about compensation to the
Aboriginal people that may never be realised.
Some evidence given in Federal Court native title
hearings held on site in the claimed areas was criticised
as being unable to be substantiated. An example of the
oral evidence given by the Koori people was that
somebody told them they thought there was a Koori
person buried somewhere near a tree. Unfortunately
there are no records to support that sort of evidence, and
there will always be uncertainty about those claims.
It is vital that there is no uncertainty about the provision
or use of water. My electorate is dependent on water. It
is the food bowl of Australia and relies on water for
irrigation for farmers, businesses - SPC and Ardmona
are two of the largest canneries in the Southern
Hemisphere - and for recreational and domestic use.
Yorta Yorta claimants want control over claimed land
and a power of veto in decision-making over land and
waters in a claim area. The Native Title Act addresses
this issue by confIrming the ability of the state to
regulate and manage the water.
Many comments have been made by the Labor Party on
the issue of native title and its fairness to Aboriginal
people. I can provide some statistics: there are
approximately 6500 Kooris in the Y orta Yorta claimed
area and approximately 400 claimants. If native title is
validated on even half of those claims only
200 Aboriginal people will be compensated and
6300 Aboriginal people will miss out on compensation.
How is that fair to the Aboriginal community?
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The bill will also amend the Pipelines Act to ensure that
it confonns with the amended commonwealth Native
Title Act. That will be of enormous benefit to my
electorate because it will allow for the right to negotiate
a process regarding pipelines on non-private land That
part of the bill is important to me because it will help
eliminate uncertainty over developments in my
electorate.
Mr Baxter touched on a number of developments that
have been held up in our area. I will briefly speak about
two of those developments. Firstly, Goulburn Valley
Water has been negotiating to run a pipeline across
100 metres of land that is subject to native title claim.
The pipeline was also going to run across private
property and into the township of Toolamba to provide
water to that town. Agreement was not reached, which
means that the reticulation centre will now have to be
upgraded at an extra cost of about $100 000.

Secondly, the Kraft food factory at Leitchville was
unable to negotiate with Yorta Yorta claimants to
upgrade its waste water pipeline near Kow Swamp, and
it cost Kraft a huge amount of money to find an
alternative pipeline. I was a commissioner in the Shire
of Campaspe when those negotiations were going on
and we thought we had agreement with the local
Aborigines that the pipeline could go around Kow
Swamp rather than through another area. It had also
been agreed that we would have a Koori historian
present so that when the pipeline was being dug the
digging would stop immediately if any remains or
historic artefacts were found. The local Kooris accepted
the arrangement and agreed for that to happen.
However, other people came in and said, 'No, we are
not going to negotiate on this', at great cost to Kraft.
The government needs to put resources and energy into
issues that are most important to the Aboriginal people.
The government is supporting many initiatives in my
electorate. Together with the Minister responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs and the honourable member for
Shepparton in the other place, I attended the launch of a
Koori health outcomes agreement which was signed by
the Goulbum Valley Base Hospital and the Rumbalara
Aboriginal Cooperative. The agreement between the
Koori population and the hospital was the first of its
type in Victoria. It sets up time lines and initiatives to
address specific health issues with the ultimate aim of
increasing the health and life expectancy of Aboriginal
people. The hospital also employs a Koori health
worker and a Koori liaison nurse. A Koori bereavement
room has been provided by the hospital.
The Rumbalara football and netball club is doing really
well and has just received a grant from Vichealth to
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teach young Koori people about healthy lifestyles, such
as saying no to drugs, quitting smoking, eating a
healthy diet and getting plenty of exercise - all the
things that they should be learning.
Education is one of the major issues in the electorate.
There are two preschools for Aboriginal children in my
electorate, one in Mooroopna and one in Shepparton.
The secondary colleges have teachers working on the
problem ofKoori retention rates, and a Koori liaison
officer at the Shepparton campus of the la Trobe
University helps with the transition between secondary
college and tertiary education.
One of the biggest issues for Koori people is
employment A Koori training employment initiative in
Shepparton teaches skills in small business
management, computer training, gardening and lawn
mowing as a business. There is also a building team,
screen printing and a textile business where they design
their own line of Aboriginal clothing, which recently
won an award. One group has just purchased a farm at
Ardmona and it is setting up an orchard and packing
shed. The group will take the initiative to Wodonga
where they hope to set up a similar scheme.
In his second-reading speech the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology said that:
The government of Victoria also acknowledges that the
Aboriginal peoples of Victoria are entitled to respect for their
traditional customs and culture.

I totally agree with that statement In recognition of
that, the Aboriginal Keeping Place is established in
Shepparton so that members of the Koori community
may display their artefacts, perform Koori dance and
music and show Koori culture and history. People who
know Koori culture understand that family and
extended family is very important to the community.
The government supports that.
The validation provisions in the bill will not have any
significant operation in Victoria If any activities are
validated and later demonstrated to have extinguished
or affected native title interests the state government
will pay compensation.
The land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill brings
Victoria in line with the other states and territories of
Australia - including the labor-governed states of
New South Wales and Queensland - in supporting the
commonwealth government's Native Title Amendment
Act. I commend the bill to the house.
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Christmas felicitations

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 32
Fwietti, Mr

Asher, Ms
Ashrnan, Mr
Atkinson, Mr

HaIl'Mr
HaIlam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr

Baxter,Mr
Best, Mr

Lucas, Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell, Mrs (Tel/er)

Birrell, Mr

Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr

Ross,Dr
Smith, Mr
Smith, Ms (Teller)
Stoney, Mr

Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, MrP. R
de FegeJy, Mr
Forwood, Mr
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Bon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - It seems rather early in the
year for Christmas felicitations, but I am pleased on
behalf of my colleagues to wish everyone the best for
the coming festive season. I hope you all take the
opportunity to relax. We are ending a sessional period
that has gone very well. I thank my team for its
contribution and the fact that once again we have come
through a pretty testing period of politics and legislation
looking and feeling good. From the government's point
of view, we have not been happier.

Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
Wells,Dr
Wilding, Mrs

Eren, Mr

Nguyen, Mr

I take the opportunity to wish all honourable members
the best for this chance to have a break at Christmas,
and in particular to spend time with family and loved
ones. We are leading up to a busy year in 1999, so I
hope people will get some time to relax.

Gould, Miss (Tel/er)
Hogg,Mrs
McLean, Mrs (Teller)

Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr

On behalf of everyone present I thank the President for

Noes, 9

Theophanous, Mr

Nardella, Mr

Pair
WaIpole, Mr

Knowles,Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Boo. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
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Adjournment
Bon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjomn until a day and hour to
be fixed by the President, which time of meeting shall be
notified in writing to each honourable member.

the work he has done during 1998. He has fulfilled his
role as the Presiding Officer with enormous distinction
and has brought great credit on the chamber. I thank
you for that, Mr President I said many years ago that
the benchmark by which I would judge presidents was
Fred Grimwade, who was Presiding Officer from 1979
until 1983. Fred Grimwade was an outstanding
President, and those who knew him would know he
was a great person. While we mourn his passing we
will never forget his legacy.
Mr President, you have not only filled the footsteps of
Fred Grimwade well but you have also exceeded the
standard he set of being able to keep this place well
managed without any bias or partiality being evident in
your behaviour.

I also congratulate Mr Hall, the Deputy President. We
are lucky to have one good Presiding Officer, but to
have two is an extraordinary bonus. Praiseworthy
comments of Deputy Presidents have not been
common, which has nothing to do with Mr Hall and
much to do with others who have filled the post in the
past. Mr Hall has done a brilliant job. He has not only
brought credit to the position, but has also demonstrated
great ability in the way he has handled the running of
the chamber. The only times the Presiding Officer is
tested are the worst times; at all other times we take you
for granted. Mr Hall has served us all well.
I thank the Clerks for their maintenance of the tradition
of efficiency and high standards of this place. Once
again, we have been lucky in this chamber to have them
leading this place so well, with a minor blemish
through their advocacy of world best technology that
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could unfortunately harm the chamber. They are about
to gain valuable experience on that.
I nevertheless thank the Clerks for what they have
done. I mean that genuinely. This place is outstanding.
The physical embodiment, of course, is what we see but
it is maintained by highly trained professionals who
serve well beyond the traditional demands of their
office. I pass on our thanks also to the Clerks-in-waiting
and also the Usher of the Black Rod I am not sure how
long Matthew has been inside the chamber as against
casually coming into the chamber. He once again adds
to the stature of people we are likely to have working
on the red carpet as against those working on the green
carpet.
Talking about green, all ofus welcome the fact that the
Parliament House gardens are in extremely good
condition. I congratulate the head gardener, Paul
Gallagher. The Parliament House gardens are in better
nick than they have been for a long time, for those who
enjoy the gardens as I do, about once a year - I am
looking forward to doing that on Saturday with a large
group. The gardener deserves tremendous credit.
There is another individual I want to commend in
particular, because, like many, he seems to be
timeless - that is Peter Costanzo - otherwise known
as Peter the Painter. Peter has been here so long that he
is revisiting and repainting projects he finished a
quarter of a century ago. Many will have seen the
elaborately painted wrought iron lighting on the front
steps of Parliament House. It looks immaculate. Peter
enjoyed telling me that when he got up to the top of
one, he found his initials on the cover that surrounded it
from the fIrst time, which I think was in the late 1960s
or 1970s - I am not claiming full historical accuracy;
all I know is that Peter has been here for a long time.
He is one of the lovely characters of this place who is
full of humour and enthusiasm. He is the head painter
and, I understand, he is now the only painter. From all
points of view this Parliament would be a lesser place
for not having him here.
In the chamber, on behalf of my colleagues, I
particularly thank Bill Jarrett and the attendant staff,
who do a tremendous job. Bill, it's not all that easy to
achieve excellence in dealing with a whole range of
individuals, and I commend you for it - your subtlety
in guiding people with their car keys, your dexterity in
advising people on what to do with pot plants, and your
general demeanour in guiding members of Parliament
are greatly appreciated.

I thank my colleagues in the chamber, in particular my
ministerial colleagues - I pass on my personal thanks
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and sense of gratitude to you. I particularly thank
Rob Knowles, the Minister for Health, who is today in
the Philippines, for his friendship and his work here as
manager of government business. I am slightly miffed
that he outdid me in the alleged number of speeches he
made. I have done my best, particularly in the last day,
to get my score up. We will see what happens next
year. It is notable in that sort of tabloid style in which
our contributions are now calculated that upper house
ministers scored five out of the top eight positions.
The Premier, the Leader of the House and the Leader of
the Opposition in the other place were the only other
ones on the score sheet. It reflects strongly how much
ministers are expected to do in this place because they
must speak more often than any other ministers in the
government, and in particular how exposed ministers in
this place are in making speeches, answering questions
and dealing with the adjournment debates when
compared with ministers in the Assembly who may not
get a question in an entire session.
Despite regarding it as tabloid, unsophisticated and
unreliable, it is an interesting test of how often a
minister gets up to speak, and I thank Roger Hallam,
Geoff Craige, and Louise Asher very much for their
support and camaraderie. I say it simply because not to
say it would be wrong: the degree of camaraderie and
warmth of spirit among ministers is something that I
greatly admire and, although we have always had it,
many governments are without it.
I thank the whips in this place. My colleague Mr Smith
does a tremendous job as Government Whip and
deserves our thanks, as does the Opposition Whip,
Mrs Hogg, for her cooperation and for her role in
organising a great deal of business.
I thank also the people in the papers office who help us
when we are not sitting but still come in here. I thank
Ray Wright and Anne Sargent for their good humour
and accessibility. Although out of session they perhaps
mainly serve backbenchers and members of the
opposition, I certainly find dealing with them a delight
and I thank them very much for their work.
Finally, all the best for Christmas. People deserve to
have a good break over Christmas. I hope it is
successful. As we head towards the new millennium, I
think we can reflect on the fact that this place is a joy to
work in - it has been a great pleasure to have done so.
I hope that everyone has a relaxing time, when they can
get it, over the next month or so.

Bon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) with the Leader of the Government in wishing

I join
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everyone a happy forthcoming Christmas and a safe
New Year period. I remember that at this time last year
we had not gone into the committee stage of the
Workcover bill and were deciding whether we should
do so. Thankfully we do not have to go through that
this year; but of course the downside is that you do not
get Mrs Hogg for the felicitations, you get me.
I join with the leader in saying I hope that members are
able to spend some time with their families and enjoy
the break. I certainly hope to do so. I also join with the
leader in thanking the President and his deputy Mr Hall
because they have done an excellent job.
In particular the President has shown himself to be
prepared to introduce some innovations to the
Parliament. I know he was one of those who was
hoping Parliament House could have been completed in
accordance with the plans that had been worked out.
Unfortunately that did not happen. I hope in future we
will be able to work towards that end because it would
be in the interests of all Victorians for this place to be
properly constructed. In thanking Mr President and his
deputy I add that the opposition is warming to the
decisions ofMr Ashman when he is in the chair.
I thank opposition members. It is not easy for the
opposition, and it perfOIms well - certainly as well as
the opposition in the other place - in circumstances
where a great deal of legislation has to be debated. Each
piece of legislation must be spoken on, and with a
limited number of opposition members it is not easy to
find speakers on every topic. Somehow we manage to
get through. I particularly thank Monica Gould, the
Deputy Leader; Don Nardella and Pat Power. I thank
Caroline Hogg for her work. I am also forced to thank
Mr Smith for his work.
I join with the Leader of the Government, the Minister
for Industry, Science and Technology, in thanking the
Clerks, Allan Bray and Wayne Tunnecliffe, for their
assistance. I also thank Matthew Tricarico and Ray
Wright for their assistance. I especially thank the Clerks
for making the opposition proposals for Wednesday's
opposition business into half-intelligible motions.
I thank the people at the papers office because they do a
very good job - Anne Sargent, Felicity Ryan and
Gabrielle Wade. They are objective and professional
and always willing to provide assistance to the
opposition.
I, too, thank Bill Jarrett and his team - Russel, Geoff,
AIan, Michael, Greg, Peter, Phillip, Quentin and
Charlie. Bill is very helpful to all members. I will
recount one occasion when I had a last -minute
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engagement to attend Unfortunately I was not dressed
for the occasion and I went to see Bill, who offered me
a choice of ties to wear. He even offered me a jacket
but unfortunately it was too large and I finished up
having to go home, anyway. He is always willing to
help people.
It is important to thank the library staff. The opposition
receives an enormous amount of assistance and support
from them, and I put on record our thanks to Bruce
Davidson and Gail Dunston. I also thank Jon, Anna and
Carol, all of whom are always willing to assist
members. They provide invaluable assistance to the
opposition.
It is important to thank Hansard staff for the work they
do. Their work is invaluable, and Carolyn Williams and
all the Hansard staff manage to make us look good in
one way or another.
I also thank Paul Gallagher, the gardens manager, who
does a fantastic job in the parliamentary gardens, and
Syd Koehrer in the dining room, again someone who
leads a staff who are always willing to look after
members. Finally, to Bill Schober in the car park, who
checks you when you come in and always wants to
know whether you have your sticker on your car, I offer
our thanks as well.

Last but not least, on behalf of the opposition I thank
our opposition staffbecause they all do a fantastic job
for us. In particular, I thank Danny Pearson for the
work he does for the opposition. He has come to be
liked not only by opposition members but by
honourable members from both sides. Danny has the
title of the chief of staff of the opposition staff in the
upper house. We are looking forward to an expansion
in the number of staff.
I conclude by wishing everybody a safe and happy New
Year and Christmas period I hope we will all be back
next year looking forward to another session of
Parliament in the lead-up to an election at some time
during the course of the year.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I am
having a couple of difficulties tonight in the sense that,
firstly, it is hard to be involved in Christmas
felicitations in the middle of November and in some
respects get the Christmas spirit, despite the good
humour that usually exists in this place. Secondly, I
have just got used to putting 1998 on my cheques and
soon I will have to change to 1999! The year has gone
by so rapidly. I am not sure whether that is a sign of
advancing age, dementia or what. Perhaps it is
indicative of the age in which we live, with modern
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technology delivering us benefits, but it seems to make
the world move at a faster pace. The years are certainly
going rapidly.
We can look back on 1998 as a good year in many
respects, particularly in the Victorian Parliament and in
this chamber. I endorse the remarks that have been
made by my two leader colleagues about the personnel
they have mentioned. We are well served by a whole
range of officers in the Parliament. In view of my
fondness for eating, on other occasions I have thanked
the kitchen and dining room staff, and I do so again this
year. We are well served there, despite the criticism
people level at the food sometimes - often I think,
without particularly thinking.
The other tribute I pay to the refreshment rooms staff is
the great spirit that has been exhibited, this year perhaps
more than others, by the temporary waiting staff. The
young men and women who have been in the
refreshment rooms this year can give us all great cause
for confidence in the future of the nation because they
are so friendly, committed and expert in what they do,
despite the fact that many of them are trainees.
I could make a somewhat similar analogy, although in a
slightly different respect, with Anne Sargent in the
papers office. It is an absolute delight to go into the
papers office because no matter what you want, or why
you want it, it is rapidly produced with the most
extraordinary good humour and friendliness - nothing
cold about it at all.
HoD. M. A. Birrell- It's about time they started
employing women.
HoD. W. R. BAXTER - I wiUlet that one go over
my shoulder.
Bill Jarrett has already been mentioned, but one of the
things that intrigues me about Bill is that prior to his
moving to his current position I could often get to my
office in the mornings before the newspapers were
delivered. I cannot beat him; the newspapers are now
on my desk every time I come in. I am not sure what
time he starts, but it is obviously very early.
I also join in thanking the government and opposition
whips, and the National Party Whip, Mr Bishop. This
year Mr Bishop has been given some added duties
when from time to time he has been installed in the
position of acting whip when the potential candidate for
Gippsland West has been absent on one or two
occasions. I am sure it has been good training for
Mr Bishop. As I am reminded, he is also the custodian
of the jam in the refreshment rooms - a very important
task.
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Finally, Mr President, I thank you and your deputy,
Peter Hall, for the stirling way in which you have
conducted the affairs of the house. There is a deal of
pleasure in being a member of a house such as this and
participating in debates in a chamber such as this in
which the chairing is done with such strength and
compassion. It is an enormous help for people to know
where they stand and what the limits are. It is much
easier to operate in that sort of £inn but friendly and fair
environment than in a chamber where the Chair tends
to be less than consistent. I commend you,
Mr President, and the Deputy President, on your
contributions to the efficient workings of the chamber.
I wish all members and staff a convivial festive period
I invite them to take up the exhortation of the Leader of
the Government to ensure they have a good break and
relax over the Christmas period because 1999 - who
knows what it holds? - will be a hectic year for sure.
The PRESIDENT - There is no doubt that around
the world at about 9 o'clock tomorrow morning there
will be a scramble for computers to read the speeches
we have given. I should give an assurance that
Parliament House is not closing up at this stage but will
be working right up until Christmas, and that the nine
parliamentary committees will be very active. I know
from some of their programs that excellent and positive
work will be done by them. Honourable members will
also be active in their electorates. As Mr Baxter has
said, it is a bit odd to be doing what we are doing, but
we are doing it.
Today Mr Phil Mithen retires as Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly. Phil has served Parliament for
36 years. He commenced in 1962 as Assistant Clerk of
the Papers in this house and served the Legislative
Council for 16 years, before moving to the Legislative
Assembly, where he served for another 20 years. Phil
was appointed Clerk in 1995.
In his retirement Phi I will spend more time with his
wife, Kay, and his children, and he looks forward to
participating in those recreational activities that we all
like to think about such as bowls, golf and other things.
I would like to thank Phil for his professionalism and
his friendship. I wish him well in his retirement.

Syd Koehrer, who is still here, will not be here when
we meet next time. He will retire early next year. He
commenced at Parliament House in 1984 as assistant
manager of the catering department following 24 years
in hospitality and management.
Syd has seen some big changes in his time here. The
so-called subsidy of meals of members and staff of the
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Victorian Parliament is the lowest of any Parliament in
Australia Syd has always been friendly and
professional in the way he does his work. He has
introduced a point-of-sale system and other technology.
He will spend his retirement painting, fishing and
travelling Australia with his wife Sigi and enjoying
time with his grandchildren. We wish him well.
A number of people have already been mentioned by
the leaders. I thank Carolyn Williams and her team at
Hansard. Carolyn's appointment as Chief Reporter was
recently confirmed. I thank Christine Haydon and the
team from the Department of Parliamentary Services. I
thank Bruce Davidson and the team in the
parliamentary library. Again I make interstate
comparisons. We have a small resource in staff
numbers but a great resource in the talent, enthusiasm
and professionalism of staff members.
As the leaders said, our gardens are absolutely
magnificent. I urge honourable members tomorrow or
some time next year to walk around the gardens and
inhale. It is fabulous.
I pay tribute to the Parlynet Steering Committee. A
number of people in the chamber are members of that
committee, including Mrs Varty. The Premier was good
enough to make available to the Parliament enormous
resources for what has been a sea change in information
technology. Once our all-party user group is working
more regularly with the Department of Parliamentary
Services we will ensure we have a system that adopts
world best practice. I pay tribute to all who have helped
in that process.
The Clerk, Mr Bray, leads one of the most professional
teams in any Australian Parliament Every year on a
number of occasions I get to meet the Presiding
Officers and other officers of all parliaments. The
Legislative Council has a staff of 20 personnel whereas
the New South Wales Parliament has 50 personnel. We
are served extraordinarily well by our team. I pay
tribute to both the Clerks and to the Usher of the Black
Rod, with whom I work very closely. Matthew
Tricarico is professional in everything he does. His taste
in music is not great - he keeps playing the theme
from The Godfather!
I thank Peter Hall for his professional and personal help
to me and the chamber and echo the remarks of others.
I thank all temporary chairman of committees from
both sides of the house. The assistance they give to
everyone is appreciated.

I thank the maintenance staff, headed by Brian Bourke,
with Peter and the others. We have a small, dedicated
and professional team.
Finally, I thank my secretary, Yolande Meerwald, who
assisted me recently in producing an excellent report on
the all-party delegation we sent to China I urge
honourable members to read it. It is in the library.
I thank GeoffBarnett, my personal orderly, who also
helps many other people. He is professional and
cheerful in everything he does and is of great assistance
tome.
I am sure I have left some people out There are
156 people working in this place. I thank them for their
assistance.
Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That the house do now adjown.

Education: literacy and language classes
Hon. C. J. BOGG (Melbourne North) - The
matter I raise is for the urgent attention of the Minister
for Tertiary Education and Training. I ask the Minister
for Industry, Science and Technology to take note and
pass it on.
It concerns the Broadmeadows region and the
confusion and bewilderment experienced about the
funding of literacy and language classes tendered out
for 1999 by the Office of Technical and Further
Education of the Department of Education. A letter
from the minister's office to a student mentions two
providers and attaches a list of other agencies the
minister believes may meet the language and literacy
needs of clients in the area. Unfortunately, the agencies
mentioned are not funded for language and literacy
classes.

With the exception of the Meadow Heights Learning
Shop, which has limited funding from OTFE for
12 places and from the Adult, Community and Further
Education section of the department for 60 places, none
of the other community-based agencies is funded to
offer OTFE language and literacy classes - perhaps
other subjects, but not language and literacy.
As honourable members know, the need for the OTFE
language and literacy courses is huge and compelling in
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the Broadmeadows area. Now that the educational year
is ending will the minister clarify as a matter of urgency
what language and literacy courses will be provided in
1999?

Overseas media
HOD. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
direct a matter to the attention of the Minister for
Tourism. Last June, when I was in the United States of
America as a member of the parliamentary Drugs and
Crime Prevention Committee, I watched the television
news on most days hoping to see something about
Australia and how the country fared on the world stage.

Australia received three mentions. One was about
Pauline Hanson; another was about a pony that fell into
a puddle and was pulled out; and the third was about
middle-aged couples playing tenpin bowls in the nude.
The television commentator said this was a favourite
sport for Australians during winter months because the
bowling alleys were heated. I ask the minister whether
that is a well-known sport and whether she will be
promoting it overseas.

Niddrie: toxic waste dump
Hon. T. E. EREN (Doutta Galla) - I direct a
matter to the attention of the Minister for Finance
representing the Minister for Planning and Local
Government in the other place. I refer the minister to a
report compiled by two Moonee Ponds-based
academics on the proposed Niddrie waste quarry site.
The authors have indicated that no effort or expense
should be spared in ensuring that the proposed
industrial chemical waste encasement system not be
allowed to proceed. The report also referred to studies
that indicate instances of stomach and cervical uterine
cancer increased in an area near waste-fill sites and that
leaching of soiled wasteland fills has been shown to
affect genetic growth. I ask the minister to ensure that
the project not proceed. I wish honourable members a
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

West Coast Railway
T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
direct a matter to the attention of the minister
responsible for Workcover, although it may also be of
interest to the Minister for Transport in the other place.
HOD.

R. M. HaIlam - Thanks for your gratuitous
swipe at my colleague.
HOD.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I said it may be
of interest to him. The matter I raise relates to a
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Mr Tony Dawson ofWarrnambool, who was an
employee of West Coast Railway. Mr Dawson has been
employed as a conductor on the
Melbourne-Warrnambool rail line since 1986, firstly
with V!Line and secondly with West Coast Railway
from September 1993.
Mr Dawson was injured on 27 August 1996 while
working on the service. Throughout the past two years
he and his family have suffered unnecessarily because
of the failure of West Coast Railway to lodge a claim
with its insurer, the M11I Insurance Group, until six
months after it was received, which is a breach of
section 98 of the act. That provision obliges employers
to forward a claim within 10 days of its receipt. This
delay meant no referral for rehabilitation support was
made until some eight months after the initial injury.
West Coast Railway repeatedly failed to provide
suitable employment for Mr Dawson, then a partially
injured worker, which is a breach of section 122 of the
act.
At one stage when Mr Dawson was working under his
restricted certificate, a West Coast Railway official
boarded the train halfway through its journey. The
official told Mr Dawson that he should not have been
allowed to work on a 10-kilogram restricted certificate
and that ifhe wished to work he would have to have his
doctor lift the restriction to 20 kilograms or he would
have to remain at home for the duration of the
certificate.
Naturally when Mr Dawson asked his doctor to lift the
restriction to satisfy the company his doctor refused, as
there were good medical reasons why he had specified
the restrictions. The doctor then telephoned West Coast
Railway and was told that there were no light duties
available.
HOD. K. M. Smith - On a point of order,
Mr President, in adjournment debates members have an

opportunity to give a preamble but Mr Theophanous is
giving a life story of a person. He should come back to
the point of his question.
The PRESIDENT - Order! One of the basic rules
of the adjournment debate is not to develop a set
speech. Perhaps Mr Theophanous can come to his
question.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHA.""JOUS - Mr Dawson has
had to fight to obtain his rightful entitlements and
unfortunately has not been successful. The final blow
came for Mr Dawson when he was sacked from West
Coast Railway.
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Will the minister investigate the case to see whether he
can make West Coast Railway live up to its
responsibility under the act to offer proper rehabilitation
and suitable employment to Mr Dawson, particularly as
the railway is seeking to have further contracts awarded
to it by the government?

Sunshine: illegal dumping
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Finance, who is the
representative in this place of the Minister for Planning
and Local Government, who is responsible for City
Link, the illegal filling that has been dumped on
17 quarter-acre blocks ofland in Vermont Avenue,
Sunshine. The land is owned by Atlantic Link Pty Ltd
of 6 Bessemer Road, Bayswater, which, coincidentally,
is also the registered address of CDL Consolidated
(Vic.) Pty Ltd trading as National Contracting Group.
Transfield--Obayashi has confirmed CDL Consolidated
as a contractor on the City Link project. Given the
coincidence, will the minister investigate that the illegal
dumping is not connected with the City Link project by
advising who dumped the spoil at Vermont Avenue so
that residents can learn where it came from and the
EPA can investigate and give residents a guarantee that
there is no risk to them or the environment?

Summerhill Residential Park, Reservoir
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - I ask the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to direct
to the attention of the Minister for Housing a matter
concerning the Summerhill Residential Park in
Reservoir, which is owned by Ellerton Lodge Pty Ltd
Summerhill Residential Park is a movable home park.
The opposition has received correspondence from a
resident enclosing a petition. I believe a number of
government members have also received
correspondence. About 200 to 250 residents live at the
park. They buy the units and pay a weekly fee of$88 to
cover the lease of the site.
The petition signed by the residents raises their
concerns about receiving the facilities, utilities,
maintenance and services that are meant to go with the
leases they pay to the residential park. Despite their
efforts there seems to be no way that the residents can
raise their concerns as_a group in an effective manner to
gain sufficient attention from the owners of the park,
which is a commercial enterprise. I understand from the
letter and petition that 95 per cent of the park residents
are retired, and that the marketing of the park is centred
on elderly people.

A number of issues relating to management of the park
are affecting their quality of life, and they appear to
have no form of redress. Will the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology convey these concerns to the
Minister for Housing in the other place and ask her to
investigate whether there is any remedy under the
Residential Tenancies Act? I can provide the minister
with copies of the correspondence to amplify the
situation.

Parks Victoria: dog training tender
Hon. s. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I ask
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to
.ask the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management in the other place to investigate and report
on the practice of granting contracts for work at Parks
Victoria facilities to employees of Parks Victoria
Mr Basil Theofanides of Blackburn, who runs a
company called Command Dog Training, tendered for
the provision of dog training services at Yarra Valley
Park. It did not concern him that he was unsuccessful in
the tender, but he is very concerned about the awarding
of the contract to Dogs of Victoria, a company operated
by an employee of Parks Victoria, Ms Julie Cleyne.
Mr Theofanides has sought answers from Parks
Victoria for more than a year, but without success. The
Minister for Conservation and Land Management has
failed to respond to numerous inquiries, including
representations by the honourable member for Mitcham
in the other place. Mr Theofanides deserves answers on
a number of points. Why was Ms Cleyne allowed to
tender as an employee of Parks Victoria? Why was she
allowed to tender for the job after performing the work
on a trial basis for 12 months before the formal tender
process? What has been the response of Parks Victoria
to the finding of the Ombudsman, who investigated. the
matter at the request of - The PRESIDENT - Order! Honourable members
can pose only one question. I think the general subject
has been opened up, and an answer will be provided

RACV: elections
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Small Business, who represents
the Attorney-General, to events leading up to the
expUlsion from the RACV of Mr Petar and Ms Sally
Zukanovic. They relate to the Attorney-General's
responsibility under the Associations Incorporation Act.
In 1997 Sally Zukanovic ran against incumbents on the
RACV board and her father, Petar, was her campaign
director. During the election the current board
commented adversely on the challenging candidates
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and placed the board incumbents in the top positions on
the ballot paper as well as putting asterisks against their
names.
The returning officer for RACV elections is the auditor
of the RACV. At the 1997 election more than
9800 ballot papers went missing and Sally Zukanovic
lost her bid to be elected. Ms Zukanovic was going to
run again, along with her father. The RACV board
decided to expel Mr and Ms Zukanovic from the
RACV, denying them any opportunity to again
challenge for election to the RACV board or to receive
services they had paid for.

Wednesday, 18 November 1998

Minister for Planning and Local Government. I shall do
so.
Not surprisingly, Mr Theophanous referred to workers
compensation. In this case the issue concerns an
employee, Mr Dawson, and West Coast Railway as the
employer. He asked that I investigate the case. I shall
do so and report back to him.
Miss Gould referred to illegal filling that has been
dumped and asked that I pass on her inquiry to my
colleague and friend the Minister for Planning and
Local Government. I shall do so and report back in due
course.

Matters went so far as the RACV leaving
Mr Zukanovic, who has terminal cancer, stranded in

Echuca Mr Zukanovic had to get relatives to deliver
his pain-killers and other medication and to drive him
and his wife back home. Such action by the RACV was
spiteful and is unjustifiable.
I ask the minister to investigate the matter of
victimisation of members by the RACV, and to rectify
the election process to make it independent,
accountable and above reproach for all members of the
RACV in the future.

Responses
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - Mrs Hogg asked me to

pass on to the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training a matter relating to Broadmeadows language
classes. I will pass on her concern.
Mr Pullen raised with me a matter to pass on to the
Minister for Housing in relation to Summerhill
Residential Park. I will convey Mr Pullen's concern to
the minister for a response.
Mr Nguyen raised with me a matter for the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management. From the sound
of it this matter has already been raised with the
minister. While I regret that the Mitcham area is poorly
served, I will nevertheless raise the matter with - Hon. D. A. Nardella - It is poorly served by the
upper house!
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - While it is poorly served
by the Labor lower house member who is getting a
reputation for self-promotion and inactivity, I will pass
it on to Mrs Tehan.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Mr Eren referred to the Niddrie quarry site and asked
that I pass on his comments to my colleague the

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism) Mrs McLean reeferred to nude tenpin bowling. I cannot

control the media in Victoria, let alone in the United
States! However, I am happy to raise issues oftourism
promotion with our American office.
Mr Nardella referred to board membership elections

and membership of the RACV and asked that the issue
be passed on to the Attorney-General. I shall do so. I
note the time, Mr President. May I wish you a very
happy Christmas.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 12.33 a.m. (Thursday).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporatedfrom the notice paper ofthe LegisJative Council
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalfofthe appropriate ministers.
The portfolio ofthe minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 17 November 1998
Corrections: advertising
1483. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to each Department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1997-98, indicating
the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or
contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or consUltancy.
A.c~SWER

I am informed that:

The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Department and Agencies.

Women's Affairs: advertising
1484. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to each Department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1997-98, indicating
the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or
contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or conSUltancy.
ANSWER

I am informed that:

The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Department and Agencies.

Fair Trading: advertising
1485. THE HON. M. M. GOLLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to each Department and agency within the Minister's portfolio,
what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1997-98, indicating the - (i)
name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or contract;
(iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or consultancy.
ANSWER
I am infonned that:
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant
Department and Agencies.
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Health: Department of Human Services staff
1489. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the details of
staff employed by the Department of Human Services for the year 1997-98, including full breakdowns by(i) classification (including details of reclassification where appropriate); (ii) gender; and (iii) years of
service.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Some details of staffing in the Department are published in the Annual Report. However, the time and resources
required to supply the detailed information requested cannot be justified.

Housing: hospital staff
1511. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: How many staffwere
working in the public hospital system in 1997-98 as - (i) medical staff; (ii) nursing staff; (iii) allied health
staff; (iv) catering staff, (v) cleaning and maintenance staff; (vi) administrative staff; and (vii) social workers.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Some details concerning staffing in the public hospital system are published in the various Annual Reports of
networks and individual hospitals. However, the time and resources required to supply the detailed information
requested cannot be justified.

Aged Care: media research and public opinion polling
1540. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In respect of each
Department, agency and authority within his administration, what are the details of all media research and
public opinion polling conducted in 1996-97, including - (i) the title of each poll or item of research; (ii)
the date approved and the duration of the contract; (iii) the cost of the contract; (iv) the personnel or
company conducting the project; (v) whether it was put to tender; (vi) recommendations made; and (vii) any
actions taken by the Department, agency, authority or Minister.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Media research and public opinion polling are conducted by consultants. Details of consultancies in excess of
$100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant Department and Agencies.

Health: media research and public opinion polling
1541. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In respect of each
Department, agency and authority within his administration, what are the details of all media research and
public opinion polling conducted in 1996-97, including - (i) the title of each poll or item of research; (ii)
the date approved and the duration of the contract; (iii) the cost of the contract; (iv) the personnel or
company conducting the project; (v) whether it was put to tender; (vi) recommendations made; and (vii) any
actions taken by the Department, agency, authority or Minister.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
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Media research and public opinion polling are conducted by consultants. Details of consultancies in excess of
$100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant Department and Agencies.

Youth and Community Services: media research and public opinion polling
1548. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the details of all media research and public opinion
polling for the 1996-97 fInancial year, including - (i) the title of each poll or item of research; (ii) the date
approved and duration of contract; (iii) the cost of these contracts; (iv) the personnel or company conducting
the project; (v) whether it was put to tender, (vi) recommendations made; and (vii) any actions taken by the
Department or Minister.
ANSWER

I am informed that:
Media research and public opinion polling are conducted by consultants. Details of consultancies in excess of
$100,000 are published in the respective annual reports of the relevant Department and Agencies.

Premier: Premier and Cabinet staff
1631. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the number of people employed by the Department of
Premier and Cabinet, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by
law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January
1992; (ii) How many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992
by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv)
how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specifIc or
statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a nonregion specifIc or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER

I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Arts: Premier and Cabinet staff
1632. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In relation to the number of people in Arts employed by the
Department of Premier and Cabinet, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's
predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law
on 1 January 1992; (ii) How many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1
January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1
January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative
region; (v) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region
specifIc or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department
in a non-region specifIc or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER

I am informed that:
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Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Multicultural Affairs: Premier and Cabinet staff
1633. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for IndustIy, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In relation to the number of people in
Multicultural Affairs employed by the Department of Premier and Cabinet, including the Department's
statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) How many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people
were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the
Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on I January 1992; and (vi)
how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on I January
1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Education: staff
1640. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the number of people employed by the Department of Education,
including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) How many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative
region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people
were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were
employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1
January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Finance: Treasury and Finance staff
1641. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the number
of people employed in Finance by the Department of Treasury and Finance, including the Department's
statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) How many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people
were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the
Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi)
how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January
1998.
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ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Gaming: Treasury and Finance staff
1642. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Gaming: In relation to the number
of people employed in Gaming by the Department of Treasury and Finance, including the Department's
statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people
were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the
Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the
Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi)
how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January
1998.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Housing: Human Services staff
1643. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the number of people employed in Housing by the Department of
Human Services, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law(i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii)
how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by
administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how
many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide
role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region
specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Aboriginal Affairs: Human Services staff
1644. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs): In relation to the number of people employed in Aboriginal
Affairs by the Department of Human Services, including the Department's statutory bodies and the
Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by
the Department on I January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January
1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors
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by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were
employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Tertiary Education and Training: Education staff
1645. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In relation to the number of people employed in Tertiary
Education by the Department of Education, including the Department's statutory bodies and the
Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by
the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January
1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors
by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were
employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Health: Human Services staff
1646. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the number
of people employed by the Department of Human Services, including the Department's statutory bodies and
the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by
the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January
1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors
by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were
employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Police and Emergency Services: Justice staff
1648. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to the number of people employed
by the Department of Justice, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors
by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January
1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992
by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv)
how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how
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many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a nonregion specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:

Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Corrections: Justice staff
1649. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to the number of people employed in Corrections by
the Department of Justice, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by
law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January
1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992
by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv)
how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a nonregion specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:

Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Youth and Community Services: Human Services staff
1650. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the number of people employed in Youth and
Community Services by the Department of Human Services, including the Department's statutory bodies and
the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its
predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by
the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January
1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors
by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were
employed by the Department in a non-region specific or statewide role on I January 1998.
ANSWER
I am infonned that:

Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Sport: State Development staff
1651. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In relation to the number of people employed in Sport by the Department of State
Development, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i)
how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by
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administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how
many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide
role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region
specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.

ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Rural Development: State Development staff
1652. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In relation to the number of people employed in Rural Development
by the Department of State Development, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's
predecessors by law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law
on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1
January 1992 by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1
January 1998; (iv) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative
region; (v) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region
specific or statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department
in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Treasurer: Treasury and Finance staff
1653. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the number of people employed by the Department of Treasury and Finance,
including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative
region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people
were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were
employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1
January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Information Technology and Multimedia: State Development staff
1654. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Information Technology and Multimedia): In relation to the number of
people employed in Information Technology and Multimedia by the Department of State Development,
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including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative
region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people
were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were
employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1
January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Attorney-General: Justice staff
1656. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to the number of people employed by the Department of Justice,
including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law: (i) how many people
were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) how many people were
employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by administrative region; (iii)
how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how many people were
employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many people were
employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide role on 1
January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Women's Affairs: Justice staff
1657. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to the number of people employed in Women's Affairs by
the Department of Justice, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Departments predecessors by
law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January
1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on January 1 1992
by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv)
how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a nonregion specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:
Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.
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Fair Trading: Justice staff
1658. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to the number of people employed in Fair Trading by the
Department of Justice, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by
law - (i) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January
1992; (ii) how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992
by administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv)
how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or
statewide role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a nonregion specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER
I am informed that:

Information concerning staffing is contained in the relevant Annual Reports.

Small Business: marketing government services staff
1734. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business: In relation to each
department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all persons and costs associated
with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defined in the Auditor-Genera1's Special Report No.
39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in marketing
government services (including those involved in media or public relations) in each department or agency;
(ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for the period 30 March
1996 to 30 June 1997; (iii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for
the 1997-98 financial year; and (iv) the budget for the provision for the provision of such services for the
1998-99 financial year.
ANSWER
I am advised that :

(i)

the number of staff as at 6 November is 2.6 (full-time equivalents);

(ii)

I am advised that total expenditure during this period was $360,188.

(iii) I refer to the Minister for Industry Science and Technology'S response (on the Department of State
Development) to Question 1730, part (iii), which includes information relating to the Small Business
portfolio;
(iv) $200,000

Transport: V!Line freight employees, Bendigo
1776. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the Honourable
the Minister for Transport): In relation to employment ofV!Line freight employees in the Bendigo district:
(a) Why did the Minister promise in July 1997 that V!Line freight privatisation would benefit Bendigo
when, since that time, there has been a reduction of approximately 12 jobs in Bendigo.
(b) Will the Minister give an assurance to existing staff at Bendigo that they will have secure jobs for the

future, based in Bendigo.
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(c) What steps the Minister will take to compensate the Bendigo community for the loss of jobs since July
1997.

ANSWER
This question was responded to in the Legislative Assembly Question on Notice No. 523 and tabled on 29 October
1998. Attached is a copy for your information.

[Hansard Reforence: Legislative Assembly, 29 October 1998, page 966]
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Questions have been inco1poratedfrom the notice paper ofthe Legislative Council
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the, departments on behalfofthe appropriate ministers.
The portfolio ofthe minister answering the question on notice stllrts each heading.

Wednesday, 18 November 1998
Youth and Community Services: ministerial expenses
1466. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to the 1997-98 financial year, what expenses were
incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card
expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic
travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car
hire; and (xi) general office expenses.
ANSWER

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
Office of the Minister for Youth and Community Senices -1997/98 Expenditure
$

Salaries, allowances and overtime
General Expenses
Travelling and Personal Expenses (accommodation/incidentals)
Airfare: Charter
Airfare: Domestic
Airfare: Overseas
Entertainment
Vehicle rental
Alcohol
Other general office expenses

257,149
4,311
6,178
26,567
5,999
341

o
o

49,655

Of the above expenses, some $6,410.56 was incurred using a credit card

Rural Development: Rural Victoria 2001 program
1486. THE HON. C.J. BOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable the
Minister for Rural Development): What total amount of funds was expended in the 1997-98 financial year
towards the Rural Victoria 200 1 program, giving a breakdown of this expenditure.
ANSWER

I am informed that costs were as follows:
Employee Costs
Operating Costs
Total

$ 135,002
$ 91,347

$ 226,349
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Health: land and building sales
1490. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the details of
land and building sales, including value of sales, by the Department of Human Services/Department of
Health and Community Services for the 1997-98 financial year.

ANSWER

In accordance with your request, the attached document provides full details of the land and building sales for the
Health and Community Services Programs (excluding the Office of Housing) for the 1997-98 financial year.

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
PROPERTY SALES -1997/98
OCTOBER'98

DISPLAN.WK3
STREET #
115
131a
Lot 5
913
4
6
45
3
17
27
19
541-507

STREET NAME
Wood Street
Wood Street
Dingle Road
BynglKingston
Park Street
Adamson Street
Rangeview Drive
Race Street
Charlton Court
Spring Street
Chaffey Avenue
Mons Parade
Pakington Street
Lt Lonsdale Street

SUBURBffOWN
PRESTON
PRESTON
BEECHWORTH
HEATHERTON
PARKVILLE
HEIDELBERG
TRARALGON
BENDlGO
WANTIRNA
BELMONT

MILDURA
NOBLE PARK
NEWTOWN
MELBOURNE

FACILITY
NAMEffYPE
Pleasant View Cntr (part)
Pleasant View Cntr (part)
Mayday Hills Cntr (part)
Staff Houses
Staff House
ResiRehab
CRU260
CRU2
CRU 358
CRU25
Reception Unit
vacant block
E.C.D.P.
Peter MacCallum Hospital

SALE
PROCEEDS $'s
500
1,615,250
2,000
449,100
317,000
238,000
114,500
113,000
160,000
115,000
134,000
115,000
980,000
3,686,250

Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority advertising
1491. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to the
Victorian WorkCover Authority, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies for the
financial year 1997-98, indicating - (i) the name of the company contracted to perform the advertising
work; (ii) the value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) the nature of the consultancy or contract; (iv) the
duration of the contract or consultancy; and (v) whether tenders were called

ANSWER
The details of consultancies in excess of $1 00,000 are published in the Authority's annual report.

Finance: City of Melbourne capital works projects
1504. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What was the amount of
capital works projects for the Department of Treasury and Finance in 1998-99 in the local government area
of the City of Melbourne.
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ANSWER

Public Sector Asset Investment projects which have a Total End Cost in excess of$loo,ooo for the Department of
Treasury and Finance are listed on pages 62 & 63 of the 1998-99 Budget Information Paper No.l publication
entitled "Public Sector Asset Investment Program".

Housing: Direct Tenure Public Rental program
1510. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the Direct Tenure Public Rental Program of the Office of Housing as at
1 July 1998 - (i) what has been the schedule of rents; (ii) how many households were covered by the
program; and (iii) what was the average level of rental rebate.
ANSWER

The Housing Reforms announced in June 1997 included a review of rental rebates for public housing tenancies, as
a means of reducing the difference between rental subsidies provided to private and public housing tenants.
Key features of the Rent Reform are:Public housing rebated rents are assessed at the rate of23% of income for tenancies entered into before 17
November 1997 ("existing tenancies ') and 25% of income for tenancies entered into after that date ("new
tenancies'').
The assessment of Family Payments remains unchanged. That is, Family Payment paid above the minimum
Family Payment rate for the first five children continues to be assessed at the concessional rate of 15%. Family
Payment for the sixth and subsequent children is not included as assessable income.
The Rent Reform was implemented on 17 November 1997 for new tenancies and on 19 April 1998 for existing
tenants.
In addition, rebated rents are reviewed twice yearly (usually in April and October) to incorporate changes in rates

for Department of Social Security pensions, benefits and family payments. Market rents are also reviewed
annually.
As at 1 July 1988, there were 60,580 public housing tenancies in Victoria. Of these, 52,730, or 87% of households,
were charged a rebated rent
The average rental rebate provided to tenants on reduced rents was $58 per household per week. The average rent
charged to all public housing households was $117.60 per week.

Aged Care: advertising
1517. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In respect of each
Department, agency and authority within his administration, what are the details of all advertising campaigns
for the 1997-98 financial year, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the
total advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for that year.
ANSWER

A number of community awareness campaigns have been conducted to promote specific issues critical to the
effective delivery of human services. We do not advertise, but run promotional campaigns as a component of the
broader communication strategy.
(i) Senior Citizens Week to promote the means of obtaining program booklets and specific events of the Week.
The total cost of the campaign was $22,409.
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(ii) In the 1997-98 financial year there was no central budget for advertising. Each Di vision is responsible for its
own program expenditure on advertising contracts and consultancies.

Finance: residential allowances
1542. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What amount has been
paid in residential allowances to the Minister from 1 July 1997 to 30 June 1998.
ANSWER

$19,085.56

Aged Care: advertising
1543. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In respect of each
Department, agency and authority within his administration, what was the total advertising budget for the
1997-98 financial years.
ANSWER

A number of community awareness campaigns have been conducted to promote specific issues critical to the
effective delivery of human services. We do not advertise, but run promotional campaigns as a component of the
broader communication strategy.
The total for the 1997-98 financial year was $22,409. These costs were for promotional materials on access to
Senior Citizens Week activities.

Gaming: Crown Casino - Community Support Fund
1559. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Gaming: Since the Casino opened,
how much money was paid by Crown Casino into the Community Support Fund pursuant to the Casino
Control Act 1991 for the 1996-97 financial year.
ANSWER

I am informed that
(i) The Community Support Fund is established under the provisions of the Gaming Machine Control Act 1991
and does not apply to Crown Casino.
(ii) Under the provisions of the Casino Control Act 1991 Crown Casino paid a Community Benefit Levy of
$5,789,664.05 for the financial year 1996-97.

Rural Development: Country Link
1580. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In respect of the newsletter Country Link, what are the details of all
issues produced for 1997-98, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue;
(iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the numbers printed; (v) the cost of production;
(vi) by whom it was printed; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER

I am advised that Country Link is no longer produced, however, in 1997-98 two (2) issues of Rural Vie were
published at a total cost of$67,358. The printer was Publicity Press.
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Transport: Infrastructure staff
1638. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the number of people employed by the Department of
Infrastructure, including the Department's statutory bodies and the Department's predecessors by law - (i)
how many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992; (ii) How
many people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law on 1 January 1992 by
administrative region; (iii) how many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998; (iv) how
many people were employed by the Department on 1 January 1998 by administrative region; (v) how many
people were employed by the Department or its predecessors by law in a non-region specific or statewide
role on 1 January 1992; and (vi) how many people were employed by the Department in a non-region
specific or statewide role on 1 January 1998.
ANSWER

Information relating to staffnumbers has been published in the Annual Reports of the Department of Infrastructure
and predecessor organisations.
The time and resources required to supply the detailed information requested cannot be justified.

Youth and Community Services: youth and family services information kit
1665. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the details of the Department of Human Services:
Office of the Family, Youth and Family Services Information Kit, indicating - (i) how many issues were
produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of
production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
Ten thousand information kit folders have been printed, but the kits themselves are compiled as needed and tailored
to meet the anticipated needs of the audience. The costs of the kits vary according to the contents.
The information kit folders were printed by Print Bound of Collingwood

Health: nurses care awards posters
1667. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the details of the
Nurses Care Awards: For Excellence In Nursing Practice poster, indicating - (i) how many posters were
produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of
production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER

The Department of Human Services was not involved in the production, distribution, printing or cost of any posters
for the Nurses Care Awards 1998. The Victoria University of Technology is the organiser of the Awards. The
Department of Human Services does provide some funding to the Victoria University of Technology for the
awards.

Health: nurses care awards nomination forms
1668. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the details of the
Nurses Care Awards: For Excellence In Nursing Practice nomination form, indicating - (i) how many
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forms were produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv)
the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER
The Department of Human Services was not involved in the production, distribution, printing or cost of any
nomination forms for the Nurses Care Awards 1998. The Victoria University of Tecbnology is the organiser of the
Awards. The Department of Human Services does provide some funding to the Victoria University of Technology
for the awards.

Housing: transitional housing
1687. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to transitional housing, what is the number of public housing properties
now being managed by transitional housing managers.

ANSWER
As at 30 October 1998 Transitional Housing Management agencies were responsible for the management of 2006
properties.

Health: Vichealth Letter
1688. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the details of the
VicHealth Letter publication, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue;
(iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production;
(vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER
VicHealth is an independent statutory body, and all parties have a representative on the Board Information about
VicHealth is available directly through VicHealth itself.

Sport: Sport and Recreation VICtoria - A Rural Perspective for 1998
1690. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): What are the details of the Sport and Recreation Victoria - A Rural Perspective for
1998 desk ornament, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the number
printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer; and (v) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER
I am advised that in 1997-98, one issue was produced at a total cost of$2,740. The printer was Impact Printing.

Sport: sports information services guide
1691. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): What are the details of the Sportsmatch Sports Information Services: The Sport and
Recreation Profile Guide, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (ii) the
number printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer; and (v) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER
This guide was not produced by Sport and Recreation Victoria
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Sport: Active State
1692. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Sport): What are the details of the Active State publication, indicating - (i) how many issues
were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the
number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER
I am advised that in 1997/98, three (3) issues were produced at a total cost of $43,500. The printing was done
through Sabey and Associates.

Rural Development: rural and regional strategy pamphlet
1696. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): What are the details of the The Social Advantage: A rural and
regional strategy for Victoria pamphlet, indicating - (i) details of distribution, including numbers and cost;
(ii) the number printed; (iii) the cost of production; (iv) the name of the printer, and (v) whether tenders were
called.

ANSWER
I am informed that this publication was not produced by the Department of State Development

Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority hazardous substances regulations
1712. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What are the details of
the Victorian WorkCover Authority's Proposed Hazardous Substances Regulations publication,
indicating - (i) how many regulations were produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and
cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders
were called

ANSWER
I am advised that, 15,000 copies were published at a total cost of $3,920. The printer was Courtney Colour.

Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority hazardous substances regulations
1713. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What are the details of
the Victorian WorkCover Authority's Proposed Hazardous Substances Regulations- Application to the rural
sector publication, indicating - (i) how many regulations were produced; (ii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed; (iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer;
and (vi) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER
I am advised that, 15,000 copies were published at a total cost of $3,920. The printer was Courtney Colour.

Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority Safety Map: the Facts
1714. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: What are the details of
the Victorian WorkCover Authority's Safoty Map: the FACTS publication, indicating - (i) how many
safety maps were produced; (ii) details of distribution, including numbers and cost; (iii) the number printed;
(iv) the cost of production; (v) the name of the printer; and (vi) whether tenders were called.
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ANSWER

I am advised that, 4,000 copies were published at a total cost of $1618. The printer was Holmes Printing.

Aged Care: older Victorians guide
1721. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Aged Care: In respect of the
booklet A Guide to Services to Older Victorians- Aged Care Branch, Victorian Department ofHuman
Services 1998, what are the details of the booklet, indicating - (i) the details of distribution, including
numbers and costs; (ii) the numbers printed; (iii) the total cost of production; (iv) by whom it was printed;
and (v) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER

A Guide to Servicesfor Older Victorians was produced by the Aged Care Branch of the Department of Human
Services.
The 56 page booklet contains relevant information for older people and their families from both Commonwealth
and State Government departments, local government and the community sector. It is the first time in nearly a
decade that a Guide to Services for Older Victorians has been published
The production of this Guide was one of the recommendations of the recent all-parliamentary Inquiry into Planning
for Positive Ageing.
To date 190,000 copies of A Guide to Services for Older Victorians have been produced and approximately
147,000 copies have been distributed
After a tender process, the lowest eligible submission, which was from McPherson 's Printing Pty Ltd., was
accepted.
The total cost of production was $151,644.
Copies are available on request from:
The Seniors Centre, Ground Floor, 555 CoIlins Street, Melbourne
Information Victoria
Department of Human Services Information Resources Centre
The Guide is available (full text) on the Aged Care Branch Website at
http://hnaffh.vic.gov.gov.aulacmh/ac/ac.htm
The Internet version is updated as needed.

Industry, Science and Technology: marketing government services staff
1730. THE BON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology:
In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all persons
and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defmed in the Auditor-General's
Special Report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in
marketing government services (including those involved in media or public relations) in each department or
agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for the period 30
March 1996 to 30 June 1997; (iii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such marketing
services for the 1997-98 financial year; and (iv) the budget for the provision for the provision of such
services for the 1998-99 financial year.
ANSWER

I am advised that:
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Department of State Development:
dsdMarketing provides public relations and promotional services to the Department of State Development and all
Ministers within the portfolio. Its details are:
(i) 12.6 persons as at 27/10/98
(ii) $1,213,906.00
(iii) $1,731,254.98 (includes budget of$101,824.08 for The Millennium Bug Step On It program).
(iv) $3,623,000.00 (includes budget of$I,796,000 for The Millennium Bug Step On It program).

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust:
(i) 10 persons as at 28/10/98

(ii) $2,530,000
(iii) $2,405,000
(iv) $2,225,000.

Health: marketing government services staff
1731. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to each
department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all persons and costs associated
with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defined in the Auditor-General's Special Report No.
39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in marketing
government services (including those involved in media or public relations) in each department or agency;
and (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for the 1998-99
financial year.

ANSWER
i.

The total number of people employed in the Public Affairs Unit of the Department of Human Services is
nineteen. On occasion, contractors or consultants may be engaged for work of this nature; divisions within the
Department may allocate project officers to manage such work.

ii.

Detailed costs of marketing services are not available until the close of the 1998-99 financial year.

Youth and Community Services: marketing government services staff
1733. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Minister for Youth
and Community Services): In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are
the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defmed
in the Auditor-General's Special Report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how
many persons are involved in marketing government services (including those involved in media or public
relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such
marketing services for the period 30 March 1996 to 30 June 1997; (iii) the total cost, including salaries, for
the provision of such marketing services for the 1997-98 financial year, and (iv) the budget for the provision
for the provision of such services for the 1998-99 financial year.

ANSWER
I am informed that the answer to the question is:
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The Department of Human Services operates one Public Affairs Unit for the entire Department and does not
separate expenditure by each Minister's portfolio.
As part of your question is similar to Legislative Council Question on Notice No. 1731, please refer to the answer
provided to that Question.

The time and resources required to provide detailed information of a historical nature for each Ministerial portfolio
cannot be justified

Sport: program funding
1737. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the

Minister for Sport): In relation to all programs funded by the Department for the 1997-98 financial year,
what are the details of - (i) the organisations and individuals who applied for each program; (ii) the amount
of funding sought in each application; (iii) proposals for which funding were sought; and (iv) the
applications which were successful.
ANSWER

I refer the Honourable Member to my reply to Question on Notice 524 in the Legislative Council,
recorded in Hansard on 24 March 1998, at page 196.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Council, Vo1438, 24 March 1998, page 472]

Sport: training facilities for Olympics
1739. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the

Minister for Sport):
(a) Which Australian and overseas sporting teams approached to use Victorian sporting facilities for
training and other preparation in the lead up to the Olympics.
(b) Which Australian and overseas sporting teams that have agreed to use Victorian facilities for train ing

and other preparation in the lead up to the Olympics.
ANSWER

(a) All Australian Olympic teams, International Olympic Committees and their respective teams have been offered
the use of Victorian sporting facilities for training and other preparation in the lead up to the Olympics.
(b) To date, 900 athletes and 200 officials have used Victorian facilities for pre-Olympic training and competition.
This has included 44 countries and 80 individual teams.

Sport: racing funding
1740. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the

Minister for Sport): In relation to Greyhound Racing, Harness Racing and Thoroughbred Racing for the
1997-98 financial year, will the Minister provide - (i) a list of all organisations making application for
funding under grants from the Department of State Development; (ii) the amount of funding sought in each
application; (iii) a brief description of proposals for which funding was sought; and (iv) a list of applications
which were successful.
ANSWER

(i) The Department of State Development, through Tourism Victoria, received applications from Country Racing
Victoria (CRV) and the Thoroughbred Breeders Association (TBA).
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(ii) The CRY sought $10,000. The TBA sought $30,000.
(iii) The CRY sought funds to assist the Country Racing Australia Conference in Bendigo in March 1998. The
TBA sought funds to assist the first Asian Thoroughbred Breeders Conference in Melbourne in the same
month.
(iv) Both applications were successful.

Sport: netball and hockey facilities, Royal park
1744. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Tourism (for the Honourable the
Minister for Sport):

(a) Will the Minister supply details of all plans submitted to the Minister relating to the building of proposed
new Netball and Hockey facilities at Royal Park.
(b) Will the Minister also include a calculation of the ground area "footprint" to be taken up by the new
facilities, proposed entry and user charges and proposed car parking arrangements.
ANSWER

(a) Preliminary plans including car parks for the proposed development of the Royal Park Hockey and Netball
facilities will be on public view in the Melbourne Town Hall within the next month.
(b) The estimated footprint of the facilities (building, netball courts and hockey pitches) when operational is
approximately 2.5 hectares.
The entry and user charges are still to be finalised in consultation with the sports and facility management.

Health: Multicultural Victoria Inquiry
1747. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What actions did the
Minister undertake during the 1997-98 financial year to implement recommendations 80 and 102 of the
Multieultural Victoria Inquiry (1996).
ANSWER

In regard to recommendations 80 and 102 contained within the Multieultural Victoria Inquiry (1996), these
recommendations cannot be implemented until a number of key undertakings have been completed.

Treasurer: radio advertising campaign
1749. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In respect of the radio advertising campaign detailing the $60 electricity winter power bonus
rebate, will the Treasurer indicate - (i) the total cost of production; (iii) by whom it was made; and (iv)
whether tenders were called.
ANSWER

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
The radio advertising campaign detailing the $60 Winter Power Bonus was undertaken by the Department of
Human Services.
Quicktime produced the campaign at a cost of $900 and the placement of the campaign was undertaken by Leeds
Media Communication Services PIL at a cost of$19,236.
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Health: hosptials advertisement
1771. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: In relation to the
newspaper advertisement "$268 million extra for Victorian Hospitals" published on 16 September 1998
what was the total cost of the advertisement.
ANSWER

The total cost of the newspaper advertisement "$268 million extra for Victorian Hospitals" published on
16 September 1998 was $28 959.

Youth and Community Services: youth services program grants
1777. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): What are the details of the allocation ofYouth Services
Program Grants for the 1998-99 financial year, including the group funded, the dollar amount provided and
the regional breakdown for the grants.
ANSWER

I am informed that the answer to the question is:
The accompanying table details all organisations that have been approved for funding under the 1998-99 Youth
Services Program.
Region

Organisation

Head Office - Peakbody

Youth Affairs Council of Victoria

Statewide - Eastern
Statewide - Northern
Statewide - Northern
Statewide - Northern
Statewide - Northern
Statewide - Western
Statewide - Western
Statewide Total

Kids Help Line Victoria Ltd
Youth Affairs Council of Victoria - Ethnic Youth Issues Network
Victorian Housing and Youth Information Exchange
Victorian State Council of YMCA's
YWCA Victorian State Council
Centre for Adolescent Health (RCH)
Victorian Young Farmers Inc

BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
BarwonlSouth West
Barwon/South West Total

Barwon Assoc. for Youth Support & Accommodation
Barwon Assoc. for Youth Support & Accommodation
Brophy Family and Youth Services
Brophy Family and Youth Services
Colac Community Health Centre
Geelong Rape Crisis Centre: CASA
Glenelg Shire Council
Hamilton Base Hospital
MacKillop Family Services
Surfcoast Shire Council
Terang Resources Inc.
Warmambool City Council

Approved
98/99 YSP
Funding
$ 250,000
$ 45,000
$ 110,000
$ 69,300
$ 110,000
$ 60,000
$ 145,655
$ 160,000
$699,955
$ 48,500
$ 46,154
$ 50,000
$ 27,000
$ 42,000

$ 30,000
$ 25,000
$ 49,103
$ 50,000
$ 50,000
$ 15,000
$ 25,000
$ 457,757
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Approved
98/99YSP

Anglicare Victoria Eastern Youth Services
Eastern Metropolitan
City ofMonash
Eastern Metropolitan
City of Oakleigh Youth Advisory Council
Eastern Metropolitan
Communities' Council On Ethnic Issues (Eastern Region) Inc
Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Recreation & Leisure Services
Eastern Metropolitan
Inner East Community Health Service
Eastern Metropolitan
Knox City Council
Eastern Metropolitan
Knox City Council
Eastern Metropolitan
Louise Multicultural Community Centre
Eastern Metropolitan
Manningham City Council
Eastern Metropolitan
Maroondah City Council
Eastern Metropolitan
Maroondah Social & Community Health Centre
Eastern Metropolitan
Reach Out For Kids Foundation Inc.
Eastern Metropolitan
Wesley Community Contact Centre
Eastern Metropolitan
Yarra Ranges Shire Council
Eastern Metropolitan
Eastern Metropolitan Total
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland
Gippsland Total

Baptist Community Care
Baptist Community Care
Blackwood Centre for Adolescent Development
Central Gippsland Accommodation & Support Service
Central Wellington Health Service
Kilmany Family Care
Kilmany Family Care
Lakes Entrance Community Health Centre
Voices of the Future Inc
West Gippsland Health Care Group
Yarram & District Health Service
YWCA ofWonthaggi

Grampians
Grampians

Ballarat Community Health Centre
Daylesford Family Services (BaHarat Children's Homes & Family
Services)
Djerriwarh Employment and Education Services
Grampians Community Health Centre
Moorabool Shire Council
Music and Mechanical Workshop
North Central Rural Youth Services
Palm Lodge Centre
Pyrenees Shire
Wimmera and Grampians Group Training

Grampians
Grampians
Grampians
Grampians
Grampians
Grampians
Grampians
Grampians
Grampians Total
Hume
Hume
Hume
Hume
Hume

Berry St Inc.
Berry St Inc.
Continuing Education Centre - Albury Wodonga Inc.
Goulburn Accommodation Program
Goulburn Valley Youth Access and Development Group Inc.

Funding
$ 25,000
$ 25,000
$ 20,000
$ 35,000
$ 20,000
$ 30,000
$ 34,000
$ 11,000
$ 11,000
$ 30,000
$ 16,000
$40,000
$ 35,000
$ 38,000
$ 30,000
$ 400,000

$ 34,200
$ 34,200
$ 32,600
$ 34,200
$ 30,000
$ 45,600
$ 29,821
$ 32,300
$ 32,300
$ 35,800
$ 20,000
$ 23,000
$384,021
$ 25,095
$ 24,936
$ 35,854
$ 39,937
$ 34,937
$ 25,095
$ 19,937
$40,094
$ 25,095
$ 30,687
$301,667
$44,000
$44,000
$ 34,300
$ 45,720
$ 25,000
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Approved
98/99 YSP
Funding
$ 50,000
$ 21,000
$ 34,890
$ 25,090
$ 21,000
$ 27,407
$ 8,000
$ 380,407

Hume
Hume
Hume
Hume
Hume
Hume
Hume
HumeTotal

Goulbum Valley Youth Access and Development Group Inc.
Goulbum Youth Development Program (Uniting Church - auspice)
Indigo Shire Council
Murrindindi Shire Council
Strathbogie Shire Council
Upper North Eastern Youth Services Inc.
Victorian Aboriginal Community Services Association Ltd.

LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee
LoddonlMallee Total

City of Greater Bendigo
Cobaw Community Health Service Inc
Emergency Accommodation & Support Enterprise Inc.
Future Connections Association Ltd
Inglewood & District Health Service Inc.
Mallee Family Care Inc.
Mildura Aboriginal Co-op. Inc.
Mt Alexander Shire Council
Northern District Community Health Service. Inc.
Resenred for possible service in MaryboroughlCentral Gold Fields
Shire ofBuloke
Shire of Campaspe
St Lukes Family Care
Sunraysia Mallee Youth Services Network Inc.
Swan Hill Rural City Council

$ 40,000
$ 30,000
$ 30,000
$ 30,000
$ 23,333
$ 15,000
$ 33,000
$ 25,000
$ 31,000
$ 9,000
$ 23,333
$ 40,000
$ 30,000
$ 34,000
$ 26,334
$ 420,000

Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Northern Metropolitan
Total

Anglicare
Berry Street
Cambodian Lao & Vietnamese Young Woman's Accommodation
Darebin Community Health
Eltham Community Health Centre
Hume City Council
Kildonan Child and Family services
North East Alliance for the Mentally III (NEAMI)
North Richmond Community Health Centre
Salvation Anny
Vic Council of Churches
Victorian Aboriginal Community Services Association Limited
Victorian Co-op on Children's Services for Ethnic Groups

$ 50,000
$ 47,600
$ 35,000
$ 36,000

Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan

Anglicare
City ofCasey
City of Frankston
City of Glen Eira
City of Kingston
Emerald Club for Hope and Outreach
Family Mediation Centre

$ 40,000
$ 48,000
$ 50,000
$ 35,000
$ 25,000
$ 30,000
$ 40,000
$ 40,000
$ 28,000
$ 504,600

$ 40,000
$ 50,000
$ 30,000

$ 25,000
$40,000
$ 20,000
$ 40,000

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Wednesday, 18 November 1998

Region

1015

COUNCIL

Organisation

Approved
98/99YSP

Funding
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan
Southern Metropolitan

Frankston Community Health Centre
Grassmere
Inner South Community Health Services
Melbourne City Mission
Momington Peninsula Shire Council
Mt Erin Secondary College
Ngwala Willumbong
South East Centre Against Sexual Assault
South East Migrant Resource Centre
Springvale Community Health Centre
St Kilda Theo's
St Kilda Theo's
Taskforce
Trinity
Windermere

Southern Metropolitan
Total
Westem Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Westem Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan
Western Metropolitan

$40,000
$ 35,000
$ 30,000
$ 50,000
$ 35,000
$ 18,000
$40,000
$45,000
$40,000
$ 25,000
$ 22,500
$ 22,500
$45,000
$ 20,000
$ 30,000

$ 743,000

Anglicare Victoria
Anglicare Victoria
Australian Vietnamese Women's Welfare Association
Brimbank City Council
City of Hobsons Bay
City of Moonee Valley
Inner Western Region Migrant Resource Centre
Melbourne Citymission
Melbourne Citymission
Salvation Army Crossroads
Salvation Army Crossroads
Shire of Melton
The Travellers Aid Society of Victoria
VICSEGInc
Werribee Support & Housing Group Inc

Western Metropolitan Total

$ 27,500
$ 27,000
$ 30,000
$ 31,667
$ 30,000
$ 30,500
$ 31,667
$ 30,833
$ 45,417
$ 31,666
$ 27,917
$ 31,666
$ 25,000
$ 27,500
$ 31,667

$460,000

TOTAL

$5,001,407

Housing: Kensington tenants
1778. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the relocation of tenants from the public housing high rise tower at 72
Derby Street, Kensington, following the announced redevelopment of the site, what is the percentage of
tenants who - (i) obtained their first preference for relocation by suburb; (ii) obtained their second
preference for relocation by suburb; and (iii) rejected both the first and second offers for relocation.

ANSWER
Of the 108 tenants at 72 Derby Street, 6 vacated prior to the announcement, 3 purchased their own properties and 4
moved to private rental. The number of tenants relocated from 72 Derby Street, Kensington was 95.
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Of the 95 tenants relocated:
(i) 39% obtained their first preference for relocation by suburb;
(ii) 20% obtained their second preference for relocation by suburb;
(iii) Of the 59% in (i) and (ii) above 2% rejected both the first and second offers for relocation in suburbs that were
listed as their first or second preference

Note: The remaining 41 % of the 95 tenants who have relocated either revised their preferences or chose other
locations not on their preference list.

Housing: bonds and emergency grants
1779. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the projected 30,000 bonds and emergency grants to be issued during
the 1998-99 financial year, what is the projected breakdown for the - (i) number of bond loans issued in
that period; and (ii) housing emergency grant referrals in that period.
ANSWER

The 1998/99 Budget Paper no 3 identifies a target of 30,000 Bonds and Housing Emergency Grants issued during
1998/99. This assistance is provided to enable low income households to obtain and maintain private rental
accommodation. This target consisted of:
(i) 18,000 Bond loans.
(ii) 12,000 Housing Emergency Grant Referrals.

Housing: bonds and emergency grants
1780. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What were the number and amount of both bonds and housing emergency grants
issued for the financial years 1996-97 and 1997-98, respectively, for all regions in Victoria.
ANSWER

Bonds are issued through Department of Human Services Regional Offices, and the distribution is as follows:
Bonds
BARWON
EASTERN
GIPPSLAND
GRAMPIANS
HUME
LODDON MALLEE
NORTHERN
SOUTHERN
WESTERN
TOTAL

Value of Bonds
, issued 1996/97 $OOO!
733
657
687
I
503',
I
6201
7541
1,034;
1,949
984
7,947

1

I

No of Bonds Value of Bonds issued No of Bonds issued
issued 1996/97
1997/98 $000
1997/98
722
1,766
1, 895 1
1,313 .
1,274
608
671
1,818
1,444 I
463
1,126
1,271 I
1,443 :
544
1,270
1,775
698
1,579
1,004 I
2,099
2,218 I
4,313 I
3,876
1,763 •
925
1,987
2,211 i
17,883 '
7,399
16,795

Housing Emergency Grants are issued through Transitional Housing Managers and associated Supported
Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) support workers, and figures are estimated from the reports provided
manually by these agencies.
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HEF
BARWON
EASTERN
GIPPSLAND
GRAMPIANS
HUME
LODDON MALLEE
NORTHERN
SOUTHERN
WESTERN
TOTAL

!

I
I

Est. Value of HEF
grants 1996/97 $000
98
367
99
107
129 i
130 !
242 i
275 1
183 :
1,630 !

1017

Est.No ofHEFi
I
grants 1996/97:
362 •
1,351
364
393
476
478
892
1,010 i
674 J
6,000

Est. Value ofHEF
grants 1997/98 $OOO!
214 :
573'
156
146
179
237 .
656 i
981 '
429 :
3,570

Est.No ofHEF
grants 1997/98
720
1,925
524
492
602
795
2,206
3,297
1,440
12,000

Housing: stock acquisition targets
1781. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What were the Office of Housing's stock acquisition targets in each of the past 2
years and what is the actual stock acquisition total for the same period.
ANSWER

The total stock acquisition target for 1996/97 was 96% achieved.
1996/97 Target
1,970

Total properties acquired
(spot purchase and construction)

1996/97 Actual
1,896

Stock acquisitions during 1997/98 were impacted by the effects of funding uncertainty while long term reforms to
the Commonwealth State Housing Agreement were being negotiated. These impacts were exacerbated by rising
housing prices, particularly in inner metropolitan areas.
As the impact of rising property prices became apparent, a leasing program was put into effect, and 214 properties
were leased in hard-to acquire locations for Transitional Housing, to provide locational flexibility. Thus, the target
was 94% achieved in 1997/98.

1997/98 Target
Total properties acquired (spot purchase, lease,
construction)

1,900

1997/98 Actual
1,791

Housing: public housing tenants
1782. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing):

(a) How many public housing tenants have been given 3 year and 5 year leases, respectively.
(b) What is the proportion in each case, expressed as a proportion of overall numbers of public housing

tenants.
ANSWER

All public housing tenants are on periodic tenancy agreements (ie. They are not on fixed term three or five year
leases). Tenants who have signed new agreements since 17 th November 1997 are, however, subject to eligibility
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reviews at five year intervals if they receive the age pension, or at three year intervals in all other cases. Eligibility
reviews are an element of the housing reforms announced in June 1997.
Region
Western Metro
Northern Metro
Southern Metro
Eastern Metro
Barwon South West
Loddon Mallee
Grampians
Hume
Gippsland
Total State

Public Housing Tenants October 1998*
5 Year Review
Total
3 Year Review
777
115
11,005
880
138
12,119
178
12,568
766
57
4,975
280
73
545
5,125
110
4,479
545
71
2,953
365
107
4,211
489
97
444
3,414
5,091
60,849
946

Percentage of Total Tenancies
5 Year Review
3 Year Review
1.0%
7.1%
1.1%
7.3%
1.4%
6.1%
5.6%
1.1%
1.4%
10.6%
2.5%
12.2%
12.4%
2.4%
2.5%
11.6%
2.8%
13.0010
8.4%
1.6%

* Includes Rental General Stock and Movable Units programs.
Housing: house occupancies
1783. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What was the total number of houses unoccupied and the average length of vacancy
for the financial year 1997-98, including the details for each region.
ANSWER

Region
Western Metro
Northern Metro
Southern Metro
Eastern Metro
Bruwon South West
Loddon Mallee
Grampians
Hume
Gippsland
Total State

No. Vacancies
During 1997-98
1,670
1,729
1,615
601
896
770
673
841
809
9,604

Average Length of Vacancy (calendar days)
Standard t
Total *
34
24
29
25
34
25
27
18
36
24
28
16
35
22
37
32
22
31
32
24

Note: Vacant properties awaiting sale or demolition, or where major upgrade work is being carried out, are not
included when calculating the average length of vacancy.
Note: Vacancy turnaround times include a contractor maintenance period of 14 calendar days.

t This is the average length of vacancy for standard vacancies. Standard vacancies are those vacancies where the
property is vacant due to normal tenancy turnover (it includes the time taken for normal vacated maintenance and
allocation procedures).
* The total vacancy turnaround time includes standard vacancies as well as vacancies where there is some issue
with the property that makes it hard to relet (eg. Is in an area where there is no demand or eligible applicants).
Housing: homeless people
1784. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): What is the breakdown of the projected 16,800 homeless people assisted in terms
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of - (i) households assisted during the year in crisis supported housing; and (ii) households assisted during
the year in transitional housing.
ANSWER

The 1998/99 Budget Paper no 3 identifies an estimated 16,800 Homeless persons households would be assisted
through Crisis Supported and Transitional Housing during 1998/99. Housing assistance through these programs is
linked to support services. Crisis funding for support workers linked to Transitional Housing is made available to
community management groups through the Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) of the
Department of Human Services. The estimated figure of 16,800 consists of:
(i) An estimated 5,400 households assisted through Crisis Supported housing, which provides a short stay
response from one night up to several weeks. This estimated figures includes assistance provided through
women's refuges, domestic violence properties, youth refuges, night shelters, and community owned and
managed properties such as the Gill, Ozanam House and Hanover, which are part funded through housing
assistance programs.
(ii) An estimated 11,400 households assisted through Transitional Housing properties which are owned or leased
by the Director of Housing.

Housing: tender procedures
1785. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to certain deficiencies in tender lodgement, registration and payment
authorisation procedures identified in the Auditor-General's report of May 1998, what were these
deficiencies, what was the cost to Victorian taxpayers and what steps or procedures have been followed by
the Office of Housing to address these problems.
ANSWER

On page 53 of the Report on Ministerial Portfolios, May 1998, the Auditor General refers to an internal audit which
reviewed the Office of Housing's contracting procedures. The Auditor General himself noted that the Office of
Housing had initiated its own internal audit, that the audit found that overall the procedures were satisfactory, and
that the matters identified were being addressed at the time of writing.
The internal audit (report of September 1997) was in relation to tender lodgement and recording arrangements.
Many of the procedural matters identified related to limitations of previous office accommodation, prior to the
move to new offices.
The report found no irregularities and did not suggest that there were any costs to government or Victorian
taxpayers arising from issues raised in the report.
The internal audit report made recommendations to improve business procedures for receiving and recording
tenders, and recording statutory declarations. Examples include a recommendation that a time clock should be
placed near the tender box; that approximately one hour before close of tender, the facsimile machine used for
receiving tenders be calibrated (ie agreed to the correct time and date) with Telstra's time recording service; and
that consideration be given to whether advice to staff regarding statutory declarations needed to be amended or
updated.
All of the recommendations in the internal audit report have been addressed.

Housing: equity option letter
1786. THE HON. M. M. GOULD Minister for Housing):

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
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(a) How many borrowers acknowledged the preserved Equity Option letter.
(b) How many were then offered the preserved equity option upon attending the initial interview and how
many borrowers accepted the option once it was offered.

ANSWER

Eight hundred and twenty one borrowers received the preserved Equity Option letter, of which six hundred and
fifty two responded: That is 79% responded.
Four hundred and sixty-three borrowers attended an interview and were offered the preserved Equity Option. Two
hundred and fifty of those borrowers interviewed accepted the preserved Equity Option: That is 54%.
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BILLS

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 433
Second reading (absolute majority), 522, 586
Committee, 602

Third reading (absolute majority), 603
Remaining stages, 603
Royal assent, 809
Ambulance Services (Amendment) BiU
Royal assent, I
Appeal Costs Bill
Introduction and first reading, 577

Bail (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 9
Second reading, 84, 13\

Third reading, 133
Remaining stages, 133
Royal assent, 577

Building (plumbing) BUI
Introduction and first reading, 9
Second reading, 81, 204
Committee, 208
Remaining stages, 208
Royal assent, 577

Second reading (absolute m~ority), 614, 693
Third reading (absolute m~ority), 693
Remaining stages, 694
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 42
Second reading, 79,123
Third reading, 129
Remaining stages, 129
Royal assent, 433

Business Licensing Authority BUI
Royal assent, I
Catchment and Land Protection (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, I
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 809
Second reading, 810, 856

(2)
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Third reading, 858
Remaining stages, 858
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 21, 193
Third reading, 200

Remaining stages, 200
Royal assent, 433
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 178, 535
Committee, 542
Third reading, 546
Remaining stages, 546
Royal assent, 577
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 192, 527
Committee, 534
Remaining stages, 535
Royal assent, 577
Crimes (Amendment) BiD

lntroduction and first reading, 10
Second reading, 84, 133
Committee, 140
Third reading, 143
Remaining stages, 143
Royal assent, 577
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 624
Second reading, 636, 687
Third reading, 693
Remaining stages, 693
Royal assent, 809
Education (Amendment) BiD

lntroduction and first reading, 433
Second reading, 479, 624
Third reading, 631
Remaining stages, 631
Royal assent, 809
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 757
Second reading, 775, 858
Third reading, 870
Remaining stages, 870

Fundnming Appeals Bill

Introduction and first reading, 2
Second reading, 22, 442, 443
Committee, 449
Remaining stages, 449
Royal assent, 577
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill

lntroduction and first reading, 809
Second reading, 814,940
Remaining stages, 954
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 757
Second reading (absolute m~ority), 812, 870
Committee, 876
Third reading (absolute m~ority), 882
Remaining stages, 882
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading (absolute m~ority), 184, 546, 559
Third reading (absolute majority), 562
Remaining stages, 562
Royal assent, 577
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill

lntroduction and first reading, 144
Second reading, 173,466
Third reading, 472
Remaining stages, 472
Royal assent, 577
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 177, 461
Third reading, 463
Remaining stages, 463
Royal assent, 577
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill

Introduction and first reading, I
Second reading, 17, 144
Third reading, 146
Remaining stages, 146
Royal assent, 433
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 724
Second reading, 769, 967
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Third reading, 981
Remaining stages, 981
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 693
Second reading (absolute majority), 767, 852
Committee, 854
Third reading (absolute majority), 856
Remaining stages, 856
Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading (absolute majority), 175,463

MacKiUop Family Services BiD

Introduction and first reading, 9
Second reading, 80, 201
Declared private and treated as public, 201
Third reading, 204
Remaining stages, 204
Royal assent, 577
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) BiD

Royal assent, 1
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 809

Third reading (absolute majority), 466

Second reading, 816, 916, 931

Remaining stages, 466

Third reading, 939
Remaining stages, 940

Royal assent, 5TI
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 687
Second reading, 764,954
Third reading, 958
Remaining stages, 958
Liquor Control Reform Bill

Introduction and first reading, 577
Second reading, 612, 694, 716, 719
Third reading, 722
Remaining stages, 724
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) BiD

Introduction and first reading, 433
Second reading, 483, 615, 619
Third reading, 624
Remaining stages, 624
Royal assent, 809
Local Government (Amendment) BiD

Introduction and first reading, 2
Second reading, 19,26
Committee, 36
Third reading, 37
Remaining stages, 37
Royal assent, 106
Local Government (Governance and Melton) BiD

Introduction and first reading, 577
Second reading (absolute majority), 604, 732, 741

Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension) Bill

Royal assent, I
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 577
Second reading, 609, 724
Third reading, 731
Remaining stages, 731
MisceUaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 1) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 47
Second reading, 79, 116
Third reading, 123
Remaining stages, 123
Royal assent, 433
National Parks (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1

Second reading, 16,449
Third reading, 456
Remaining stages, 456
Royal assent, 577
Parks Victoria Bill

Royal assent, 1
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill

Third reading (absolute majority), 756

Introduction and first reading, 10
Second reading, 85, 143

Remaining stages, 757
Royal assent, 809

Third reading, 144
Remaining stages, 144

Local Government (NiDumbik Shire Council) BiD

Introduction and first reading, 642
Second reading (absolute majority), 674, 819, 844

Royal assent, 5TI
Petroleum Bill

Third reading (absolute majority), 845

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 188,473

Remaining stages, 845

Committee, 568

(3)

(4)
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Third reading, 573
Remaining stages, 573
Physiotherapists Registration Bill

Remaining stages, 116
Royal assent, 433
Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1

Introduction and first reading, 9

Second reading (absolute m~ority), 17, 37
Third reading (absolute m~ority), 42
Remaining stages, 42

Second reading, 83,129
Committee, 130
Remaining stages, 131

Royal assent, 106

Royal assent, 577

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 174, 456
Third reading, 461
Remaining stages, 461
Royal assent, 577

St George Bank and Advance Bank Australia Bill

Royal assent, I
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 1
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1

Introduction and first reading, 757
Second reading, 773, 958

Second reading, 20, 87

Remaining stages, 967

Printen and Newspapen (Repeal) Bill

Third reading, 91
Remaining stages, 91
Royal assent, 106
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill

Royal assent, 1

Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 433
Second reading, 484, 606
Third reading, 609
Remaining stages, 609
Royal assent, 809

Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill

Royal assent, I

Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 10
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 642
Second reading, 677, 845
Third reading, 851
Remaining stages, 851
Rail Corporations (Amendment) BiD

Royal assent, 1
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 731
Second reading (absolute majority), 772,882
Third reading (absolute m~ority), 891
Remaining stages, 892
Road Safety (Amendment) BiU

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 24, 92
Third reading, 94
Remaining stages, 94
Royal assent, 106
Road Safety (Driving Instructon) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 2
Second reading, 25, 94

Committee, 113
Third reading, 116

Second reading, 86
Third reading, 87

Remaining stages, 87
Royal assent, 106
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bm

Introduction and first reading, 433
Second reading, 480, 631
Third reading, 636
Remaining stages, 636
Royal assent, 809
Transport (Amendment) BiU

Introduction and first reading, 563
Second reading, 610, 757
Third reading, 764
Remaining stages, 764
Tribunals and Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous
Amendments) BiD

Royal assent, 1
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Bill

Royal assent, 1
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Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 433

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 455
Nillumbik: suspension, 515

Second reading, 477, 637, 678
Committee, 682

Petroleum Bill, 573

Remaining stages, 685
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 891
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 97
Second reading, 192, 563

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 115
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 636

Third reading, 568
Remaining stages, 568

Transport (Amendment) Bill, 763

Royal assent, 577
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 684
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 916

DIVISIONS
PETITIONS

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 601
Building (plumbing) Bill, 208

Bass Coast: governance, 809
Conservation, Forests and Lands (1\'lisceUaneous
Amendments) Bill, 542

Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 10

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 533

Sydenham Road footbridge, 112

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 142
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 953
Gas: Longford explosion, 71
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 875, 878, 881
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 562

REPORTS

Hospitals: privatisation, 674
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 981
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 855

Aboriginal and T orres Strait Islander children

Bringing them home, 650
Auditor-General

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 722, 724
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 35, 36
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 756
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 939
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 731
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 173

Government finances, 582
Response by Minister for Finance, 687
BLF Custodian, II
Budget outcome statement 1997-98, 112
Commonwealth treaty documents, 10
Federal--State Relations Committee

Australian federalism, 583
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Health Services Commissioner

SUBJECTS

Annual report, 687
Law Refonn Committee

A

Fences Act, 650
National Road Transport Commission, 112
Nillumbik Shire Council, 112

Aboriginals

Bringing them home: implementation status report, 650
Parliamentary departments

Legislative Council, Department of the, 650
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, Department of, 650
Parliamentary Library, Department of the, 650
Parliamentary Services, Department of, 650

Aged care

Croft Health Care Pty Ltd, 99, 100
Alpha Health Care Ltd (See Sun Healthcare Group)
Auditor-General

Patriotic Funds Council, 149
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Annual report, 582
Budget estimates, 899
Year 2000 problem, 687
Public sector asset investment program 1998-99, II
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, I 1, 112, 583
Redundant and unclear legislation, I I

Goverrunent finances: report, 582
Reports: response by Minister for Finance, 687
Australian and New Zealand Food Authority (See Food
industry)
Australian Grand Prix Corporation

Goverrunent subsidy, q 713
Performance, q 581
Australian Tourism Awards, q 110

B

Banyule, City of

Northern metropolitan traffic study, 574, 575
Banyule health care centre, 893, 896

SUBSTANTIVE MOTIONS

Bass, Shire of

Governance, 809

Gas: Longford explosion, 47,59
Hospitals: privatisation, 651, 660

Bass Coast Beach Festival, 894, 897
Bayside, City of

Possible goverrunent action, 643, 644
Minister for Finance: Workc:over Authority, 149
Bendigo
Nillumbik: suspension, 491

Disabled accommodation, 777, 780

Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 899

Radiotherapy services, 98, 100
Telstra employment, 778, 780
Bendigo East Primary School

Merger, 895, 896
Better Roads Victoria (See Roads)
Bicycles

Facilities, q 930
Great Victorian Bike Ride, q 582
Bilateral agreements (See Commonwealth treaty documents)
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D

BLF Custodian

Report, 11

Disability services

Bendigo residence, 777, 780

Box Hill Hospital, q 840

Docklands

Bridges

Local supply contracts, q 580

Flood recovery works, q 926
River Murray, 486, 489

Drivesafe First Aid, 43, 44

Sydenham Road, Sydenham, 112
Drugs

Yana pedestrian, q 109

School counselling, 486, 489

Bringing them home

Youth treatment services, q 712

Government response: implementation status report, 650

E

Budget outcome statement 1997-98, 112
Business (See Small business)
Business of the house (See Parliament)

East Gippsland (See Gippsland)
Eastern Freeway

c

Lighting, 778, 781
Education (See Schools and colleges and Tertiary education
and training)

Carter Hott Harvey

Mynleford mill closure, q 710
Casino

Tender process, q 927
Christmas felicitations, 981
Coburg

Pentridge prison site development, q 646
Coles

Reservoir supermarket, 211, 212
Coliban Water

Fluoridation, 98, 100

Electricity industry

Business tariffs, q 842
Prices, q 928
Electronic commerce, q 72
Employment

Bendigo, 778, 780
Junior pay rates, q 839
(See also Unemployment)

Environment

Ozone layer, 42, 43
Yallourn East explosion, 779, 781
(See also Toxic waste)

Commonwealth treaty documents, 10
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital
Computers (See Information technology)
Condolences

Sale, q 437
Esso Australia Ltd (See Gas industry)

Sidiropoulos, Theodore, Esq., 103

F

Consultancies

Tender limit, q 647
Credit cards

Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive, q 645
Croft Health Care Pty Ltd, 99, 100

Fair trading

Coles: Reservoir supennarket, 211, 212
FederaJ..-State Relations Committee

Australian federalism report, 583
Cruise ships

Melbourne visits, q 714

Financial statements 1997-98, q 516
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First home buyers
Share equity scheme, 487, 489
Fishing industry
Shellfish poaching, 486, 488
Floods
East Gippsland, q 926

Legionnaire's disease: Thomastown outbreak q 578
Service directory, q 842
Stress management, q 436
VRE infection control, q 179
Wellcoming Women's Health Service, 892, 896
Werribee toxic waste dump, 778, 780
(See also Hospitals)
Health and Safety Week, q 8

Fluoridation

Health Services Commission

Coliban Water, 98, 100

Annual report, 687

Food industry
Genetic engineering, 209, 211
Manufacturing capacity, q 713
Footscray

Heathmont Primary School
Site, 574, 575
Horsham

Unemployment, 574, 575

Well coming Women's Health Service, 892, 896

G

Hospitals
Acute care beds, q 840
Critical care beds, q 649
Essendon and Preston-Northcote sales, q 437
Funding, q 74

Gaming
Casino tender process, q 927
Gas industry

Esso Longford plant
explosion, q 4, 43, 44, 47,59, q 73, q 75, q Ill, 149, q 183,
q438, q 439
ice blockage, q 7
safety inspections, q 2, 44, q 439
Privatisation, q 838, q 839
Royal commission: terms of reference, q Ill, 149, q 183
Supply emergency, q 4, 43, 44, q 73, q 75
(See also Workcover)
Geeloog

Patient harassment, 487, 489
Perfonnance, q 522
Privatisation, 651
Redundancy payments, 209, 211
VRE infection control, q 179
(See also Health and individual hospital and network names)

Housing
Share equity scheme, 487, 489
Summerhill Residential Park, 987, 988
Human Services, Department of
Executive remuneration, q 648

Events calendar, 643,644

I

Gippsland
Flood recovery works, q 926
Information technology

Government adviser
Science, engineering and technology, q 76
Governor's speech

Electronic commerce, q 72
Millennium bug, q 184, q 843
Year 2000 problem report, 687

Address-in-reply, 1
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network
Grand pm (See Australian Grand Pm Corporation)
Great Victorian Bike Ride, q 582

Executive credit card, q 645
Funding, q 841

K

H
Health
Banyule health care centre, 893, 896
Bendigo radiotherapy services, 98, 100

Kerry Panels
RACY ban, 99, 102
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Migration

Knox hospital

Business skills migrants, q 925

Funding, q 841

L

Mildura Base Hospital
Development project, q 182, q 577, q 712

Millennium bug (See Infonnation technology)

Lake Primary School, The
Ministers

Pedestrian safety, 892, 896

Finance

La Trobe Lifeskills

conduct, 149

Taxi availability, 147, 148

response to Auditor-General's reports, 687
Health: absence, 899

Law Refonn Committee

Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary interests, q 75,

Fences Act report, 650

q 182

Left-hand-drive vehicles, 98, 101
Legionnaire's disease
Thomastown outbreak, q 578

Link program

Mulgrave

Worl<cover office
documents, q 109, q 1\0
prosecution recommendation, 149, q 180
security, q 519

Maribymong, 147, 148
Liquor Licensing Commission

Perfonnance, q 518

Multilateral agreements (See Commonwealth treaty
documents)
Myrtieford

Pulp mill closure, q 710

Local government
In-camera meetings, 146, 148

N

Nillumbik suspension, 491
Transaction of business, 146, 148
(See also individual city and shire council names)

Longford (See Gas industry)

National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver Infonnation
System,q 7
National Gallery of Victoria

M

Industrial dispute, 894, 895

National Road Transport Commission
McKie, Mr Wayne (See Public Transport Corporation)
Maribymong

Link program, 147, 148

Unemployment, 574, 575

Report, 112

Niddrie

Toxic waste dump, 986, 988
Nike superstore, q 645

Media

Hospital patient harassment, 487, 489
Melbourne, port of

Perfonnance, q 73
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, q 929
Melbourne Custody Centre, 146, 148
Members
Misleading statements, 209,212

Mental Health Week, q 107

Nillumbik, Shire of

Commissioner's report of inquiry, 112
Suspension, 491
Nonnans Wines Ltd

Prosecution, q 840
North Western Health Care Network

Funding, 894, 896
Nunawading

Retail development, 209, 212
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o

Preston and Northcote Community Hospital
Sale, q 437

Office of Technical and Further Education (See Tertiary
education and training)

Princes Highway West
Vehicle damage, 779, 781
Prisons

One Nation

Vietnamese offenders, 643, 644
(See also Melbourne Custody Centre)

Leader's election defeat, q 3
Ozone layer, 42, 43

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

p

Annual report, 582
Budget estimates report, 899
Year 2000 problem report, 687

Panel beating

Public sector asset investment program 1998-99, 11

RACV ban, 99, 102
Parks Victoria
Dog training tender, 987, 988
Parliament
Business of the house
adjOlDlllllent of bills, 441

Public Sector Management and Employment Bill
Petition, 10
Public Transport (See Rail and Taxis)
Public Transport Corporation
Employee dismissal, 210, 212

right of reply, 76
sessional orders, 59, 143,472,491,559,604,618,741,809,
870
Chamber. sound system, 899
Christmas felicitations, 981
Clerk: absence, 47
Distinguished visitors, 443, 660, 719
Legislative Council report, 650
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, report, 650

Q
Questions 00 notice
Answers, 9, 112,440,582,649,716,844,931
(See also QUESTIONS ON NOTICE)

R

Parliamentary Library report, 650
Parliamentary Services report, 650
Patenon's curse, 892, 895
Patriotic Funds Council
Annual report., 149
Patterson
Railway station parking, 98, 10 I
Pedestrians
Visually impaired, q 841
Pentridge prison site
Development, q 646
Personal watercraft (See Watercraft)
Phillip Island

Shire of Bass: governance, 809

Rail

Patterson station, 98, 10 I
Rockbank land, 644
St Albany.-Sydenham extension, 892, 896
Sydenham Road footbridge, 112
(See also Public Transport Corporation and individual
company names)
Religious instruction
Schools, 146, 148
Reservoir
Summerhill Residential Park, 987, 988
Retail industry
Article surveillance devices, 777, 781
Nike superstore, q 645
Tenancies: education program, q 440

Police
Melbourne Custody Centre, 146, 148
Strength, 779, 781

River Murray
Bridge replacement, 486, 489
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Road safety

Black spot program, q 521
Great Victorian Bike Ride, q 582

Televising of proceedings, 150
Third-reading responses: content, 724
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 165

Left-hand-drive vehicles, 98, 101

s

Safety First strategy, q 183
The Lake Primary School, Mildura, 892, 896
Visually impaired pedestrians, q 841

Safety First strategy, q 183

Roads

Funding, q 434
Line marking, q 581
Northern metropolitan traffic study, 574, 575
Travel times, q 648
(See also individual freeway, highway and road names)

Rockbank

V!Line land, 644
Western Highway access, 147, 148

St George's Hospital, q 840
St John Ambulance

Drivesafe First Aid, 43, 44
Sale

Workcover office, q 3, q 71

Sargeant, Mr Glenn (See Workcover)
Schools and colleges

Royal Automobile Club of Victoria

Board elections, 987, 988
Kerry Panels, 99, 102
Repairer status, 99, 102
Rulings by the Chair

Accuracy: remarks, 503
Adjournment
matter must seek action, 986
only one matter to be raised, 987
Admissibility: questions without notice, 520
Bills: private, 201
Chair. addressing, 64, 152, 167, 169,868
Debates of same session, 163, 507
Division list: amendment, 37
Documents
availability, 55, 150,501
identification, 150, 151, 153,744
quoting, 951
InteJjections, 5, 6,42,43,49,57,64,108,149,150,152,153,
155,156,161,163,165, 167, 180,436,437,438,500,501,
502,503,504,515,517,521,549,589,649,695,697,712,
827,843,891,908,944,948,949
Members
misleading statements, 172, 212
misrepresentations, 948
Questions on notice: answers, 440, 716
Questions without notice
admissibility, 520
answers, 108,439,516
not to seek opinion, 433, 838
Radio programs: quoting, 500
Recording of proceedings, 150
Relevance, 151, 152, 153,443,494,530,588,591,593,594,
697,844,910,918,962
Tedious repetition, 906

Drug counselling, 486, 489
Religious instruction, 146, 148
(See also individual school and college names)

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 11, 112,583
Redundant and unclear legislation report, I 1
SheD Australia Ltd (See Workcover)
Shellfish

Poaching, 486, 488
Sidiropoulos, the late Theodore, Esq., 103
Simplot (See Food industry)
Small business

Annual awards, q 647

Electricity prices, q 928
Financial assistance, q 715
Regulations, q 181
Retail tenancies education program, q 440
Salary packaging, 487, 489
Victorian business centres, q 520
Workcover benefits, 487, 489
Small Business Victoria (See Small business)
Southern Health Care Network

Breast-screening funding, q 517
Spraylioe

Vehicle damage, 779, 781
Stress management, q 436
Summerhill Residential Park, Reservoir, 987, 988
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u

Sun Healthcare Group
Investigation, q 577, q 712
Mildura Base Hospital, q 182
Unemployment
Sunshine

Sunshine-Maribymong-Footscray, 574, 575
Illegal dumping, 987, 988

(See also Employment)

Unemployment, 574, 575

v

Sydenham Road, Sydenbam
Footbridge, 112

T

Vancomycin-resistant enterococcus, q 179
Vicroads

T AFE (See Tertiary education and training)

Transport IndustIy Consultants Australia, 895, 897
(See also Roads)

Taxis

Victorian business centres, q 520

Driver training, q 181

La Trobe Lifeskills booking, 147, 148
Telstra

Victorian Workcover Authority (See Workcover)
Vietnamese prisoners, 643, 644

Bendigo employment, 778, 780

w

Tertiary education and training

Literacy and language funding, 573, 575, 985, 988
Torres Strait Islanders (See Aboriginals)
Tourism
Australian awards, q 110
Bass Coast Beach Festival, 894, 897
Cruise ships, q 714
Domestic visitors, q 75
Geelong events calendar, 643, 644
International visitors, q 6
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, q 929

Warrnambool and District Base Hospital
Injured employee, 488, 489
Water industry (See individual water authority names).
Watercraft
Licensing, q 8
Safety, q 929
Weeds
Paterson's curse, 892, 895

Overseas media reports, 986, 988
WeUcoming Women's Health Service, 892, 896
Toxic waste
Niddrie dump, 986, 988
Werribee dump, 778, 780, 893, 895
Tractors
Rollover protection subsidy, q 927
Trade Measurement Victoria
Prosecution, q 840
Transport Industry Consultants Australia, 895, 897
Traralgon
Workcover office, 99, 101
Treasury Reserve
Restoration, q 579
Turning the Tide (See Drugs)

Werribee
Toxic waste dump, 778, 780, 893, 895
West Coast Railway
Workcover claim, 986, 988
West Gate Freeway
Noise controls, q 110
West Heidelberg
Banyule health care centre, 893, 896
Western Highway, Rockbank, 147, 148
Western Water
Restrictions, 893, 897
White HiUs Secondary CoUege
Merger, 895, 896
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MEMBERS

Nunawading retail development, 209, 212
Wimmera

Crop losses, 642, 644

ASHER, Hoo. LOUISE (Monash) (Minister for Small Business

and Minister for Tourism)

Workcover

Adjournment

Annual awards, q 111
Annual report, q 179,210,212,574,575

Bass Coast Beach Festival, 897

Dangerous goods licensing, q 646, 899, q 924

Fair trading: Coles, 212

Esso Longford plant
licence, q 2, q 7, 44, 47, 59, q 109, q 110, q 183, q 433, q 436,
q 438, q 516, q 521, q 579, q 926
safety inspections, q 2,44, q 439

Gas: Longford explosion, 44

Executive salaries, q 521
Field services director, q 715

Geelong: events calendar, 644
Overseas media, 988
RACV

elections, 988

Minister for Finance: conduct, 149
Mulgrave office
documents, q 109, q 110
prosecution recommendation, 149, q 180
security, q 519
Performance, q 711
Safety inspection blitz, q 647
Safety inspectors, q 5, q 72, q 434, q 714
Sale office, q 3, q 71
Shell refine!)', q 106, q 107, q 580
Small business salary packaging, 487,489
Tractor rollover protection subsidy, q 927
Traralgon office, 99, 101
Warmambool and District Base Hospital, 488, 489
West Coast Railway employee, 986, 988
(See also Gas industry)

y

repairer Stanls, 102
Retail industry: surveillance devices, 78 I
Wimmera: crop losses, 644
Bills

Appeal Costs Bill, 577, 614, 693
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 9, 84, 133
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 809, 810
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 1,21
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 106, 192,534, 535
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 10,84,141,143
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill,
624, 636, 693

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 2, 22, 449
Lega1 Aid (Amendment) Bill, 693, 767,854,855
Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 106, 175,466
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 687, 764,958
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 577, 612, 722
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 10,85, 144
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, I, 20

Y2K (See Information technology)

Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 642, 677, 851
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 10,

Yallourn East

Explosion, 779, 781
Yarra pedestrian bridge, q 109
Youth

86,87
Business of the house

Sessional orders, 870
Patriotic Funds Council, 149

Drug treatment services, q 712
Junior pay rates, q 839

Points of order, 724

Maribymong Link program, 147, 148

Questions without notice

Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 581, 713
Electricity: business tariffs, 842
Electricity industry: prices, 929
Gas: Longford explosion, III
Liquor Licensing Commission, 518
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, 929
Retail tenancies: education program, 440
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Small business
awards,647
financial assistance, 715

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 885
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 633
Business of the house

regulations, 181
Tourism
Australian awards, 110
domestic visitors, 75
international visitors, 6

Christmas felicitations, 983
Right of reply, 78
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 104

Trade Measurement Victoria, 840
Points of order, 37

ASHMAN, Hon. G. B. (Koonung)
Bills

Questions without notice
West Gate Freeway: noise controls, 110
Workcover: performance, 711

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 955
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 720
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, %
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 87
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 761

BEST, Hon. R. A. (North Western)
Adjournment
Bendigo

Distinguished visitors, 660
Questions without notice

radiotherapy services, 98
Telstra employment, 778
White Hills-Bendigo East school, 895

Health and Safety Week. 8
Bills

Rulings, 443, 530, 724,910,944,948
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

ATKINSON, Hon. B. N. (Koonung)

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 462
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 70 I
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 847
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 888
Questions without notice

Adjournment

Local government: transaction of business, 146
Nunawading: retail development, 209
Workcover: benefits, 487
Bills
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 194

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 34
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 4<iO
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 564

Food indusoy: manufacturing capacity, 713
Nike store, 645

BIR.RELL, Hon. M. A. (East Yarm) (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology)
Absence of minister, 899
Adjournment
Bendigo: Telstra employment, 780
Education: literacy and language classes, 988

Questions without notice
Business: millennium bug, 184
Roads: travel times, 648

Fishing industry: shellfish poaching, 488
National Gallery: dispute, 895
Parks Victoria: dog training tender, 988
Paterson's curse, 895

BAXTER, Hon. W. R. (North Eastern)

Summerhill Residential Park, Reservoir, 988
Sunshine: unemployment, 575

Adjournment
Bridges: River Murray, 486
Paterson's curse, 892
Bills

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 970
Melbowne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 932

Werribee: toxic waste dump, 895
Bills

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 42, 79
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 106, 178, 542, 544, 546

Land (further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 106,463
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, I, 17, 146, 177
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Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 724, 769, 981
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Questions without notice

Melbourne Cricket GTOlmd (Amendment) Bill, 577, 609, 731

Mildura Base Hospital, 182

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 47, 79

Tractors: rollover protection, 927

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, I, 16,456
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 433, 480
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 97

Rulings, 20 I, 868, 962
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

BLF Custodian, 11
BOARDMAN, Hon. B. C. (Chelsea)
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 981
Right of reply, 76
Commonwealth treaty documents, 10
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 104
Points of order, 152

BiIls
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 470
Liquor Control Reform Bin, 721
Local Government (NilIumbik Shire Council) Bill, 832

Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 42
Questions without notice
Business migrants, 925
Hospitals: performance, 522

Questions on notice
Answers, 440, 931

Questions without notice
Business
Docklands contracts, 580
milIennium bug, 184

BOWDEN, Hon. R. H. (South Eastern)
Bills
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 132
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 468
Mutual Recognition (VictOria) Bill, 117

Business migrants, 925
Food industry: manufacturing capacity, 713
Gas: Longford explosion, 74
Gas industry: privatisation, 838
Governor of Victoria Export Awards, 438
Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary
interests, 75
Myrtleford: pulp mill, 710
Nike store, 645

Petitions
Bass Coast: governance, 809
Questions without notice
Business: DockIands contracts, 580
Tourism: Australian awards, 110

BRlDESON, Hon. ANDREW (Waverley)

One Nation: leader's election defeat, 3
Principal adviser for science, engineering and technology, 76

Bills

Victorian business centres, 520

Education (Amendment) Bill, 629

Yarra pedestrian bridge, 109

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 719

Youth: pay rates, 839

Questions without notice
Drugs: treatment services, 712

BISHOP, Hon. B. W. (North Western)

Hospitals: Essendon and Preston-Northcote, 437

Adjournment

Road safety: The Lake Primary School, 892

CHAMBERLAIN, Hon. B. A. (Western) (See PRESIDENT,
The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain»

Bills
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 539

COVER, HOD. I. J. (Geelong)

Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bin, 144

Adjournment

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 619

Geelong: events calendar, 643

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 119
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 848
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 92

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 126
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 850
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Questions without notice
Pentridge prison site, 646
Yana pedestrian bridge, 109

Port of Melbourne: performance, 73
Road safety
black spot program, 521
Safety First strategy, 183
visually impaired pedestrians, 841

CRAlGE, Hon. G. R. (Central Highlands) (Minister for Roads
and Ports)
Adjournment
Banyule: traffic study, 575
Bridges: River Murray, 489
Eastern Freeway: lighting, 781

La Trobe Lifeskills, 148
Melbourne Custody Centre, 148
Nunawading: retail development, 212
Police: strength, 781
Princes Highway West: Sprayline, 781
Prisons: Vietnamese offenders. 644
PTC: employee dismissal, 212
Rail
Patterson station, I 01
Rockbank land, 644
StAJbans-Sydenham,896
Road safety
left-hand-drive vehicles, 101
The Lake Primary School, 896
St John Ambulance: Drivesafe First Aid, 44
Vicroads: Transport Industry Consultants, 897
Western Highway, Rockbank, 148
Western Water: restrictions, 897
Bills

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 144, 173,
472
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 433, 483, 624
Petroleum Bill, 106, 188, 568, 569, 570, 571, 572, 573
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 2, 24, 94
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 2, 25, 114, 116
Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 9, 83, 130
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 563, 610, 764
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 192, 568
Business of the house
Sessional orders, 472
National Road Transport Commission, 112
Questions without notice
Better Roads Victoria, 434
Bicycles: facilities, 930
East Gippsland: flood recovery, 926
Great Victorian Bike Ride, 582
Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary
interests, 182
National Exchange ofVehic\e and Driver Information System
7
'

Roads
line marking, 582
travel times, 648
Taxis: driver training, 181
Towism: cruise ships, 714
Watercraft
licensing, 8
safety,929
West Gate Freeway: noise controls, 110

DA VIS, Hon. D. McL. (East Yarra)
Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 599
Arts Acts (Amendment) BiB, 128

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 200
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 447
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 560
Stale Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 965
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 681
Hospitals: privatisation, 671
Points of order, 152, 588
Questions without notice
Business: millenniwn bug, 843
Gas: Longford safety inspections, 4

DAVIS, Hon. PHILIP (Gippsland)
Bills
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill,540
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 616
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 728
Petrolewn Bill, 476
Gas: Longford explosion, 68
Questions without notice

East Gippsland: flood recovery, 926
Health: service directory, 842
Small business: regulations, 181

de FEGELY, Hon. R S. de (Ballarat)
Questions without notice
Victorian business centres, 520

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
DEPUTY PRESIDENT, The (Hon. P. R. Hall)
Parliamentary departments
Annual reports, 650
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Law Refonn Committee
Fences Act, 650
Nillumbik: suspension, 513

Rulings, 42, 43, 64,163,165,167,169,500,501,502,503,589,
591,593,594,827,891,918,949,951

Points of order, 443, 503

(See also HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland) and Rulings by the
Chair in SUBJECTS)

Questions without notice
Tourism: domestic visitors, 75
Treasury Reserve precinct, 579

EREN, Hon. T. E. (Doutta Galla)
GOULD, Hon. M. M. (Doutta Galla)
Adjournment

Eastern Freeway: lighting, 778
Niddrie: toxic waste dmnp, 986
Bills

Adjournment
Croft Health Care, 99
Fishing industry: shellfish poaching, 486
Gas: Longford explosion, 43

Loca\ Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 748

Heathmont Primary School, 574

Local Government (Nillwnbik Shire Council) Bill, 844

Rail: St Albans-Sydenham, 892

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 936

SWlShine: illegal dumping, 987
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 778

FORWOOD, Hon. BILL (Templestowe)
Adjournment
Members: misleading statements, 209
West Heidelberg health care centre, 893
Bills
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 975

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 123

Education (Amendment) Bill, 624
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 546
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 967

Loca\ Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 749
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 834

Nillumbik: suspension, 507

MacKillop Family Services Bill, 201
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 37

Points of order, 151, 172, 507

Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 845

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Annual report, 582
Budget estimates, 899
Year 2000 problem, 687

Hospitals: privatisation, 651
Petitions
Sydenham Road footbridge, 112
Questions on notice

Questions without notice

Answers, 440

Port of Melbomne: performance, 73
Workcover: annual report, 179

Questions without notice
Casino: tender process, 927

FURLETTI, Hon. c. A. (Templestowe)
Bills

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 139

Health: VRE, 179
Hospitals
acute care beds, 840
funding, 841

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 444

Inner and Eastern Health Care Network: executive credit card,
645

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 945

Southern Health Care Network, 517

Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 464

Sun Healthcare Group, 577, 712

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 709, 716

Workcover

Loca\ Government (NilIumbik Shire Council) Bill, 825

Mulgrave office, 109

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 88

safety inspectors, 5, 72, 434

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 634
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HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Bills

Education (Amendment) Bill, 626
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 865
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 559
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 145
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 451

Business of the house

Sessional orders, 741
Gas: Longford explosion, 59
Minister for Fmance: Workcover Authority, 160
Nillumbik Shire Council, 112
Points of order, 593, 951

Hospitals: privatisation, 664
Public sector asset investment program 1998-99, II
Questions without notice

Better Roads Victoria, 434
Trade Measurement Victoria, 840
(See also DEPUTY PRESIDENT, The (Hon. P. R. HaD)

HALLAM, Hon. R. M. (Western) (Minister for Finance and

Minister for Gaming)
Adjournment

Bayside: possible government action, 644
Gas: Longford safety inspections, 44
Local government transaction of business, 148
Niddrie: toxic waste dwnp, 988
Sunshine: illegal dumping, 988
Warrnambool and District Base Hospital, 489
West Coast Railway, 988
Workcover
annual report, 212
benefits, 489
Traralgon office, 101
Auditor-General

Government finances, 582
Response by Minister for Finance, 687
Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 433, 522, 602, 603
Building (plumbing) Bill, 9, 81, 208
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 757, 775, 870
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 809, 814
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 757, 812, 877, 878, 879,
881

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 2, 19,36,37
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 577, 604,
756
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 642, 674,
845

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 809, 816,939
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 106 174,461
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 731, 772
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 757, 773
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 433, 484, 609
Budget outcome statement, 112

Questions without notice

Workcover
Business: millennium bug, 843
Casino: tender process, 927
Consultancies: tender limit, 647
Electronic commerce, 72
Financial statements 1997-98, 516
Gas
Longford explosion, 183
Longford ice blockage, 7
Longford safety inspections, 2
Gas industry: privatisation, 840
Health and Safety Week. 8
Hospitals: Essendon and Preston-Northcote, 437
Pentridge prison site, 646
Tractors: rollover protection, 928
Treasury Reserve precinct, 579
Workcover
annual awards, 1 II
annual report, 179
dangerous goods licences, 646, 924
Esso Longford licence, 433, 437, 438,516,522,579,926
executive salaries, 521
field services director, 715
Longford safety inspections, 439
Mulgrave office, 109, I 10, 180, 520
performance, 71 1
safety inspection blitz, 647
safety inspectors, 5, 73,435,714
Sale office, 3, 72
Shell refinei)', 106, 107,580,581
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 906

HARTIGAN, HOD. W. A. N. (Geelong)
Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 595
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 704
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 963
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 170

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Points of order, 172

KNOWLES, Hon. R. I. (Ballarat) (Minister for Health and
Minister for Aged Care)

Qu~sw~tn~

Financial statements 1997-98,516
Workcover: annual awards, I11
Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 914

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children

Bringing them home, 650
Absence of Clerk, 47

Adjournment
HOGG, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North)

Bendigo: radiotherapy services, 100

Adjournment

Coliban Water: fluoridation, 100
Croft Health Care, 100

Coliban Water: fluoridation, 98
Disability services: Bendigo residence, 777

Disability services: Bendigo residence, 780

Education: literacy and language classes, 985

Gas: Longford explosion, 43
Heathmont Primary School, 575

Gas: Longford explosion, 43
Hospitals: redundancy payments, 209
Schools
drug counselling, 486
religious instruction, 146
TAFE: ESL funding, 573
Wellcoming Women's Health Service, 892
Wimmera: crop losses, 642
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 125

Education (Amendment) Bill, 628
Condolences

Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 104
Hospitals: privatisation, 669
NiUumbik: suspension, 512

Food: genetic engineering, 211

Hospitals: redundancy payments, 211
Housing: first home buyers, 489
Media: harassment of patients, 489
North Western Health Care Network, 896
Ozone layer, 43
Schools
drug counselling, 489
religious instruction, 148
TAFE: ESL funding, 575
Wellcoming Women's Health Service, 896
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 780
West Heidelberg health care centre, 896
White HilIs--Bendigo East school, 896
Workcover: annual report, 575
Yalloum East explosion, 781
Youth: Maribymong Link program, 148
BiDs

KA TSAMBANIS, Hon. P. A. (Monash)

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 129

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 858
BiDs
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 531
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 136
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill,
690
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 853
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 90

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 200
Education (Amendment) Bill, 433, 479, 631
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 106, 184
MacKillop Family Services Bill, 9, 80,201,204
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 123
Physiotherapists Registration BiJI, 1, 17,42
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 91

Points of order, 529
Questions without notice

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 636
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 433, 477,
683,684

One Nation: leader's election defeat, 3
Tourism: cruise ships, 714

Business of the house

Adjournment of bills, 441
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Sessional orders, 59,143,491,559,604,618,809

Alert Digest, 11, 112,583
Health Services Commissioner

Annual report, 687
Hospitals: privatisation, 656
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Points of order, 153, 519
Questions on notice

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Redundant and unclear legislation, 11

Answers, 9, 112,649,716,844
McLEAN, Hon. JEAN (Melbourne West)
Questions without notice

Drugs: treatment services, 712
Gas
Longford explosion, 75
Longford safety inspections, 4
Health
service directory, 842
VRE,179
Hospitals

Adjournment

Food: genetic engineering, 209
Melbourne Custody Centre, 146
National Gallery: dispute, 894

Overseas media, 986
Ozone layer, 42
Bills

acute care beds, 841

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 947

critical care beds, 649

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 469

funding, 74, 841

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 973

perfonnance, 522

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 679

Human Services: executive remuneration, 648
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive: credit card,
645

Questions without notice
Human Services: executive remuneration, 648

Legionnaire's disease, 578
Mental health: services, 107

NARDELLA, Hon. D. A. (Melbourne North)

Mildura Base Hospital, 182

Southern Health Care Network., 518

Adjournment

Stress management, 436

Fair trading: Coles, 211

Sun Healthcare Group, 577, 712

RACV
elections, 987

LUCAS, Hon. N. B. (Eumemmerring)

Bills
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 30

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 741

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 922
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 457

repairer status, 99
Rail: Rockbank land, 644
Western Highway, Rockbank, 147
Western Water: restrictions, 893
Bills

Appeal Costs Bill, 693
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 131

Points of order, 917

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 856

Questions without notice

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 193

Hospitals: funding, 74

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 527

Legionnaire's disease, 578

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 133, 140, 142
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill,
687

LUCKINS, Hon. M. T. (Waverley)

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 442, 449
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 952

Bills

Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 881

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 857

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 466

Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 550

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 852, 854, 855

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 956

Legal Practice JAmendment) Bill, 463

MacKiIIop Family Services Bill, 202

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 954

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 120

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 33

Questions without notice
Melbourne Convention and Marketing Bureau, 929
Stress managernent, 436

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 750
Local Government (Nillurnbik Shire Council) Bill, 835

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 937
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 730

LEGIS LATNE COUNCIL
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 143
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POWELL, Hon. E. J. (North Eastern)

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 87
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 890
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 87
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 637, 682,
683,684
Gas: Longford explosion, 66

Bills

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 196
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 978
LocaI Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 746
Questions without notice

Ministerfor Finance: Workcover Authority, 167

Great Victorian Bike Ride, 582
Nillumbik: suspension, 503

Liquor Licensing Commission, 518

Points of order, 443, 501
POWER, Hon. PAT (Jika Jika)
Questions without notice

Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 713
Consultancies: tender limit, 647

Adjournment

Banyule: traffic study, 574

Electricity indusny: prices, 928

Bayside: possible government action, 643

Gas: Longford ice blockage, 7

La Trobe Lifeskills, 147

Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary
interests, 75, 182

Princes Highway West: Sprayline, 779

Workcover
Esso Longford licence, 438,521

St John Ambulance: Drivesafe First Aid, 43

Road safety: left-hand-<lrive vehicles, 98
Vicroads: Transport Industry Consultants, 895

Shell refinery, 580
Bills
Workoover: dangerous goods licensing, 913

NGUYEN, Hon. S. M. (Melbourne West)
Adjournment

Housing: first home buyers, 487
Parks Victoria: dog training tender, 987
Police: strength, 779
Prisons: Vietnamese offenders, 643
PTC: employee dismissal, 210
Sunshine: unemployment, 574
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 893
Youth: Maribymong Link program, 147
Bills

Building (plmnbing) Bill, 204, 208
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 535, 544, 545, 546
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 144
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 461
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 615
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 26, 36
LocaI Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 732
LocaI Government (NilIumbik Shire Council) Bill, 819

Melboume City Link (Amendment) Bill, 916
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 724
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 449
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 41
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 456
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 882

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 127

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 92

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 539

Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 129,130

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 94, 113, 114, 115

Education (Amendment) Bill, 630

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 631

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 446

Transport (Amendment) Bill, 757

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 950
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 744
MacKillop Family Services Bill, 203

Nillumbik: suspension, 491, 515
Points of order, 494, 917

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 924, 931
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 118
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 459
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 90

Questions without notice

Gas: Longford explosion, 75, III
Myrtleford: pulp mill, 710

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 887

Roads: line marldng, 581

Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 608

Taxis: driver training, 181

Transport (Amendment) Bill, 762
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Watercraft

licensing, 8
safety, 929

PRESIDENT, The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain)

Bills
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 198
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 622
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 39
Questions without notice

Absence of Clerk, 47
Adjournment

Mental health: services, 107
Road safety: visually impaired pedestrians, 841

Members: misleading statements, 212
SMITH, Hon. K. M. (South Eastern)
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 984
Right of reply, 79
Chamber: sound system, 899
Commonwealth treaty documents, 11

Adjournment
Bass Coast Beach Festival, 894
Bills
Building (plumbing) Bill, 206
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 454

Distinguished visitors, 443

Points of order, 150, 151, 906, 948, 962, 986

Governor's speech

Questions without notice

Address-in-reply, I
Questions on notice

Australian Grand Prix Corporation, 581
Road safety: black spot program, 521

Answers, 112,440,582,716
SMITH, Hon. W. I. (Silvan)
Rulings,S, 6, 37, 49, 55, 57,108,149, 150,151,152,153,155,
156,161,172,180,212,433,436,437,438,439,440,494,503,
504,507,515,516,517,520,521,549,588,649,712,716,744,
838, 843, 844,906,908,986,987
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 124

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 678
Questions without notice

PULLEN, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne)

Electronic commerce, 72
Retail tenancies: education program, 440

Adjournment
North Western Health Care Network, 894
Summerhill Residential Park, Reservoir, 987

STONEY, Hon. E. G. (Central Highlands)
Bills

Bills

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 453

Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 553
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 976

Nillumbik: suspension, 498

Local Government (NilIumbik Shire Council) Bill, 828

Points of order, 493, 504

Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 105
Federal-State Relations Committee

Questions without notice
Bicycles: facilities, 930
Tourism: international visitors, 6

Australian federalism, 583
Hospitals: privatisation, 660

STRONG, Hon. C. A. (Higinbotham)
Bills

ROSS, Hon. J. W. G. (Higinbotham)
Adjournment
Rail: Patterson station, 98
Retail industly: surveillance devices, 777

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 867
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 874
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 718
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 890
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 607

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Distinguished visitors, 719
Questions without notice
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Gas industry: privatisation, 838, 839
Workcover
dangerous goods licences, 646, 924

Hospitals: critical care beds, 649
National Exchange of Vehicle and Driver Infonnation System,

Esso Longford licence, 433, 436, 516, 579, 926
field services director, 715

7

Longford safety inspections, 439
Mulgrave office, 110, 180, 519

Rulings, 695, 697

safety inspection blitz, 647

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

safety inspectors, 714

Sale office, 3, 71
Shell refinery 106, 107,580

THEOPHANOUS, Hon. T. C. (JikaJika)
Adjournment

Workcover: dangerous goods licensing, 899, 915

Gas: Longford safety inspections, 44

Wannambool and District Base Hospital, 488
West Coast Railway, 986
Workcover
annual report, 210, 574

V ARTY, Hon. ROSEMARY (Silvan)

Questions without notice
Governor of Victoria Export Awards, 438

TraraIgon office, 99
Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 586, 602, 603
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 544, 545
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 858
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 940
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 870, 876, 877, 879, 880,
882
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 694
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 116
Petroleum Bill, 473,568,569,570,571,572
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 958
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 606
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 563
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 982
Right of reply, 77
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 103
Gas: Longford explosion, 47, 70
Minister for Finance: Workcover Authority, 149, 172
Petitions
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 10
Points of order, 108, 151, 172,439,500,516,519,588,594,
723,910,962

WALPOLE, Hon. D. T. (Melbourne)
Adjournment
Media: harassment of patients, 487
Yallourn East explosion, 779
Questions without notice
Workcover: executive salaries, 521

WELLS, Hon. R. J. H. (Eumemmerring)
BiDs
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 600
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 620
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 565
Points of order, 151
Questions without notice
Principal adviser for science, engineering and technology, 76
Small business: awards, 647
Youth: pay rates, 839

Wll..DING, Hon. SUE (Chelsea)
BiDs
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 471
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 93
Questions without notice

Questions without notice
Electricity: business tariffs, 842
Gas
Longford explosion, 73, 183
Longford safety inspections, 2

Road safety: Safety First strategy, 183
Small business: financial assistance, 715
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index

Qn
1
2
30
43
47
49
53
102
106
108
112
114
118
131
133
580
581
585
586
589
592
593
594
595
596
607
608
609

610
615
616
617
618
619
620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
630
631
632
652
653
654
655
656

I Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Intergraph contract
Treasurer: lntergraph contract
Education: ministerial expenses
Corrections: ministerial expenses
Corrections: parliamentary secretary expenses
Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
Police and Emergency SetVices: parliamentary secretary expenses
Women's Affairs: ministerial expenses
Women's Affairs: parliamentary secretary expenses
Fair Trading: ministerial expenses
Fair Trading: parliamentary secretary expenses
Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
Attorney-General: ministerial expenses
Education: asset sales
Education: public relations and marketing
Corrections: credit cards
Police and Emergency Services: credit cards
Attorney-General: credit cards
Fair Trading: credit cards
Women's Affairs: credit cards
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Police and Emergency Services: Gippsland Ranges bushfires
Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority salaries
Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries
Agriculture and Resources: CoIiban Region Water Authority salaries
Agriculture and Resources: Goulbum-Murray Rural Water Authority salaries
Police and Emergency Services: CFA and MFB postcodes
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigades staff
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority staff
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority expenses
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade expenses
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade advertising
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority advertising
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority staff
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority asset disposal
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade asset disposal
Police and Emergency SetVices: Country Fire Authority brigades and volunteers
Police and Emergency Services: CFA brigades and volunteers
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade defibrilIators
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade contracts
Police and Emergency SetVices: Country Fire Authority contracts
Agriculture and Resources: Sunraysia Rural Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Western Water
Agriculture and Resources: Westemport Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Wimmera-Mallee Water
Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority

I Askedby
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. PuIJen
Hon. B. T. PuIJen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. PuIJen
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Page

213
213
423
213
214
214
215
215
216
216
217
217
218
218
423
224
225
225
226
227
228
228
229
229
229
229
230
230
231
231
233
233
233
234
234
235
236
237
237
238
238
238
238
239
240
244
245
245
246
246
247

I

(25)

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Qn
659
682
686
692
694
695
696
697
698
699
700
702
703
704
705
707
708
709
710
711
715
731
749
770
771
774
776
777
778
779
782
787
788
789
790
791
803
816
819
822
905
906
907
913
914
915
916
917
924
929
933
935
938
941
943
944

I Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Gas and Fuel Corporation consultants
Education: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Premier: Food Industry Advisory Committee
Agriculture and Resources: City West Water
Agriculture and Resources: East Gippsland Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Gippsland Water
Agriculture and Resources: Glenelg Water
Agriculture and Resources: Goulburn Valley Water
Agriculture and Resources: Goulburn-Murray Water
Agriculture and Resources: Grampians Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Lower Murray Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Melbourne Water
Agriculture and Resources: Mid-Goulburn Regional Water Board
Agriculture and Resources: Otway Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Portland Coast Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: South East Water
Agriculture and Resources: South Gipsland Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: South West Water
Agriculture and Resources: Southern RwaI Water
Gaming: media research
Planning and Local Government ministerial expenses
Conservation and Land Management: Land Titles Office, Ballarat
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Education: advertising
Arts: advertising
Premier: annual reports
Multicultural Affairs: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services: annual reports
Corrections: annual reports
Agriculture and Resources: annual reports
Attorney-General: annual reports
Fair Trading: annual reports
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Treasurer: annual reports
Arts: annual reports
Agriculture and Resources: staff
Premier: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Arts: advertising
Police and Emergency Services: ministerial expenses
Corrections: ministerial expenses
Women's Affairs: advertising
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority turnouts
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority turnouts
Police and Emergency Services: Justice corporate plan
Police and Emergency Services: services in growth conidors
Police and Emergency Services: federal Industrial Relations Act
Education:~entsupportservices

Education: information technology subsidy program
Education: school sites
Education: teacher salaries
Education: contract teachers
Police and Emergency Services: Safer Cities and Shires
Premier: Victoria on the Move
Premier: Victoria on the Wire
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Revenue Directions
Industry, Science and Technology: State Trustees Ltd
Roads and Ports: Holy Rosary School crossing
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West preschools
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West preschools
youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West neighbow-hood houses
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West children's services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Barwon-South West family services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West family services
youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West family services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West preschools
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West early parenting centres
Youth and Community Services: Barwo~South West early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants programs
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbowhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbowhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan neighbowhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Eastern Metropolitan family health services
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Community Services: Eastem Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland preschools
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland family services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland family services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland preschools
youth and Community Services: Gippsland school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early parenting centres
Youth and Community Services: Gippsland early intervention programs
Youth and Community Services: Grampians Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Grampians preschools
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbomhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Grampians neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Grampians telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Grampians counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Grampians family services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians family services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Grampians Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Grampians preschools
Youth and Community Services: Grampians school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Grampians early parenting centres
Youth and Community Services: Grampians early intervention programs
Youth and Community Services: Hume Koori preschool assistants program
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I Portfolio and subject maner
Youth and Community Services: Hume preschools
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Hume neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Hume neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Hume neighbourhood house funding
Youth and Community Services: Hume telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Hume financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Hume problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Hume problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Hume problem gambling
youth and Community Services: Hume counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
Youth and Community Services: Hume early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
youth and Community Services: Hume Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Hume Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Hume preschools
Youth and Community Services: Hume school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Hume maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Hume family services
Youth and Community Services: Hume early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee preschools
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee child-care services
youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee child-care funding
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee family services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee family services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee Early Choices
Youm and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee preschools
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee family services
Youth and Community Services: Loddon-Mallee early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan counsellors skilIs
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Northern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Koori preschool assistants program
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan telephone counselIing
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan financial counselIing
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problern gambling
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problern gambling
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan problem gambling
youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan counsellors skilIs
youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan early intervention services
youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan matemal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan matemal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Southern Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan child-care services
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1178
1179
1180
1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
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1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1203
1204
1205
1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215
1216
1217
1218
1219
1220
1221
1222
1223
1224
1225
1226
1227
1228
1229
1230
1232
1233
1234
1236

I Portfolio and subject matter
Youth and Cormmmity Services: Western Metropolitan child~ services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhoods
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan neighbourhood houses
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan telephone counselling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan financial counselling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan problem gambling
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan counsellors skills
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan early intervention services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan Early Choices
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan Family Choice
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan preschools
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan school nursing programs
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan maternal and child health services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan family services
Youth and Community Services: Western Metropolitan early intervention services
Health: spending
Conservation and Land Management: Dunolly office
Finance: office accommodation
Finance: Government Employee Housing Authority
Roads and Ports: projects
Youth and Community Services: infonnation technology outsourcing
Education: information technology outsowcing
Aboriginal Affairs: information technology outsowcing
Housing: information technology outsowcing
Women's Affairs: information technology outsourcing
Multimedia: information technology outsow-cing
Planning and Local Government: information technology outsourcing
Sport: information technology outsourcing
Rural Development: information technology outsourcing
Aged Care: information technology outsourcing
Health: information technology outsourcing
Tourism: information technology outsourcing
Small Business: information technology outsowcing
Transport: information technology outsowcing
Police and Emergency Services: information technology outsourcing
Corrections: information technology outsourcing
Agriculture and Resources: information technology outsourcing
Roads and Ports: information technology outsowcing
Treasurer. information technology outsourcing
Gaming: information technology outsowcing
Finance: information technology outsow-cing
Premier. information technology outsourcing
Multicultural Affairs: information technology outsourcing
Arts: information technology outsourcing
Attorney-General: information technology outsowcing
Fair Trading: information technology outsoW"Cing
Conservation and Land Management: infonnation technology outsow-cmg
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: Metropolitan Fire Brigade properties
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Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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1237
1238
1239
1240
1241
1242
1243
1245
1248
1251
1252
1253
1254
1255
1256
1257
1258
1259
1260
1262
1263
1264
1265
1266
1268
1269
1270
1271
1272
1273
1274
1275
1276
1277
1278
1279
1280
1281
1282
1283
1284
1285
1286
1287
1288
1289
1290
1291
1292
1293
1294
1295
1296
1297
1298
1299

I Portfolio and subject matter
Police and Emergency Services: Country Fire Authority properties
Housing: consultancies
Education: consultancies
Youth and Community Services: consultancies
Small Business: consultancies
Health: consultancies
Tourism: consultancies
Arts: consultancies
Industry, Science and Technology: consultancies
Youth and Community Services: child protection services
Rural Development: consultancies
Agriculture and Resources: consultancies
Police and Emergency Services: consultancies
Transport: consultancies
Roads and Ports: consultancies
Attorney-General: consultancies
Fair Trading: consultancies
Women's Affairs: consultancies
Education: consultancies
Sport: consultancies
Education: capital expenditure
Education: school global budgets
Education: capital expenditure
Education: outsourcing
Youth and Community Savices: child, adolescent and family welfare services
Youth and Community Savices: child protection services
Youth and Community Services: child protection services
Transport: tram validator
Health: Suicide Prevention Task Force recommendations
Housing: waiting lists
Youth and Community Services: youth initiative grants
Housing: public housing stock
Housing: capital works budget
Housing: HEF bond scheme moneys
Housing: community housing stock
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Education: output group performance measures
Education: output group perfonnance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
Education: output group performance measures
Education: output group performance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
Tertiary Education and Training: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Aged Care: output group performance measures
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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1300
1301
1302
1303
1304
1305
1306
1307
1308
1309
1310
1311
1312
1313
1314
1315
1316
1317
1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329
1330
1331
1332
1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353
1354
1355

I Portfolio and subject matter
Aged Care: output group perfonnance measures
Aged Care: output group perfonnance measures
Aged Care: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Health: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group perfonnance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
youth and Community Services: output group performance measures
Aboriginal Affairs: output group perfonnance measures
Aboriginal Affairs: output group perfonnance measures
Aboriginal Affairs: output group performance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Housing: output group perfonnance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group perfonnance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group perfonnance measures
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Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
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1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368
1369
1370
1371
1372
1373
1374
1375
1376
1377
1378
1379
1380
1381
1382
1383
1384
1385
1386
1387
1388
1389
1390
1391
1392
1393
1394
1395
1396
1397
1398
1399
1400
1401
1402
1403
1404
1405
1406
1407
1408
1409
1410
1411

I Portfolio and subject matter
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group perfonnance m~es
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Agriculture and Resources: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
Conservation and Land Management: output group performance measures
IndustIy, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
IndustIy, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
IndustIy, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Treasurer. output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
IndustIy, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
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Hon. M. M. Gould
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Qn
1412
1413
1414
1415
1416
1417
1418
1419
1420
1421
1422
1423
1424
1425
1426
1427
1428
1429
1430
1431
1432
1433
1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446
1447
1448
1449
1450
1451
1452
1453
1454
1455
1456
1457
1458
1459
1466

1471
1472
1473
1474
1475
1476
1477

I Portfolio and subject matter
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Small Business: output group perfonnance measures
Small Business: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Rmal Development output group perfonnance measures
Rmal Development output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Tourism: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Totnism: output group perfonnance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group perfonnance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Small Business: output group perfonnance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group perfonnance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Industry, Science and Technology: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Sport: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Treasurer: output group performance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Treasurer: output group perfonnance measures
Conservation and Land Management: market research
Treasurer: Melbourne Water community group grants
Agriculture and Resources: Melbowne Water community group grants
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water community group grants
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne zoo attendance figures
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria funding
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria staffing
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Parks and Waterways funding
Conservation and Land Management: National Parks Service funding
Conservation and Land Management: National Parks Service revenue
Treasurer: Melbourne Parks and Waterways revenue
Treasurer: Melbourne Parks and Waterways revenue
Youth and Community Services: ministerial expenses
Premier: advertising
Treasurer: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Education: advertising
Health: advertising
Finance: advertising
Transport: advertising
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1478
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1502
1503
1504
1510
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1546
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1559
1565
1574
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1631
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1634
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I Portfolio and subject TlUlller
Roads and Ports: advertising
Planning and Local Government: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Sport: advertising
Corrections: advertising
Women's Affairs: advertising
Fair Trading: advertising
Rural Development: Rural Victoria 2001 program
Education: voluntary departure packages
Health: Department of Human Services staff
Health: land and building sales
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority advertising
Agriculture and Resources: Barwon Region Water Authority salaries and expenses
Agriculture and Resources: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries and expenses
Agriculture and Resources: Coliban Region Water Authority salaries and expenses
Agriculture and Resources: Goulbum-Murray Rural Water Authority salaries and expenses
Finance: City of Melbourne capital works projects
Housing: Direct Tenure Public Rental program
Housing: hospital staff
Planning and Local Government: Docklands Authority staff
Planning and Local Government: Heritage Council fees and budgets
Roads and Ports: Melbourne Port Corporation projected budget
Roads and Ports: Roads Corporation Advisory Board projected budget
Aged Care: advertising
Roads and Ports: ministerial staff
Roads and Ports: public relations contracts
Conservation and Land Management: Central Highlands Region Water Authority salaries and
consultancies
Aged Care: media research and public opinion polling
Health: media research and public opinion polling
Finance: residential allowances
Aged Care: advertising
Information Technology and Multimedia: Vicnet
Youth and Community Services: media research and public opinion polling
Gaming: Crown Casino - Community Support Fund
Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quarterly
Education: ministerial expenses
Small Business: STTUJlI Business Victoria
Rural Development: Country Link
Education: conveyance allowance
Premier: Premier and Cabinet staff
Arts: Premier and Cabinet staff
Multicultural Affairs: Premier and Cabinet staff
Agriculture and Resources: Natural Resources and Environment staff
Small Business: State Development staff
Towism: State Development staff
Industry, Science and Technology: State Development staff
Transport: Infrastructure staff
Roads and Ports: Infrastructure staff
Education: staff
Finance: Treasury and Finance staff
Gaming: Treasury and Finance staff
Housing: Human Services staff
Aboriginal Affairs: Human Services staff
Tertiary Education and Training: Education staff
Health: Human Services staff
Planning and Local Government: Infrastructure staff
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Police and Emergency Services: Justice staff
Corrections: Justice staff
Youth and Community Services: Human Services staff
Sport: State Development staff
Rural Development: State Development staff
Treasurer. Treasury and Finance staff
Information Technology and Multimedia: State Development staff
Attorney-General: Justice staff
Women's Affairs: Justice staff
Fair Trading: Justice staff
Conservation and Land Management Melbourne Water drainage and development package
Planning and Local Government: From Doughnut City to Cafe Society
Planning and Local Government: public libraries publication funding
Planning and Local Government: Your Place in Planning
youth and Community Services: youth and family services information kit
Health: nurses care awards posters
Health: nurses care awards nomination forms
Conservation and Land Management: Care about the bay
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water's Healthy Waterways
Conservation and Land Management: Melbourne Water's storm water and sewerage systems
leaflet
Small Business: Small Business Bulletin
Small Business: May 1998 calendar of events
Planning and Local Government Your Street Your Say
Planning and Local Government: planning pamphlet
Planning and Local Government medium density and residential development action plan letter
Planning and Local Government: Municipal Fact Sheet Series Residential Development
Planning and Local Government: good design information kit
Planning and Local Government: medium-density housing and residential development action
plan
Planning and Local Government: neighbourhood agreement action plan
Planning and Local Government: Creating Prosperity: Victoria's Capital City Policy - annual
report
Industry, Science and Technology: Stopwatch News and Information bulletin
Housing: transitional housing
Health: Vichealth Letter
Sport Spm and Recreation Victoria - A Rural Perspective for 1998
Sport: sports information services guide
Sport Active State
Rural Development: rural and regional strategy pamphlet
Information Technology and Multimedia: converge multimedia newsletter
Information Technology and Multimedia: open letter on information age video
Information Technology and Multimedia: information age video
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority hazardous substances regulations
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority hazardous substances regulations
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority Safety Map: the Facts
Planning and Local Government Agenda 21
Industry, Science and Technology: Strategic Thinking
Aged Care: older Victorians guide
Tourism: Eureka Flag, Sovereign Hill, Ballarat
Industry, Science and Technology: marketing government services staff
Health: marketing government services staff
Youth and Community Services: marketing government services staff
Small Business: marketing government services staff
Tourism: Events Unit
Tourism: Events Unit
Sport: program funding
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1763
1765
1766
1767
1769
1770
1771
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1776
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1778
1779
1780
1781
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I Portfolio and subject matter
Sport: training facilities for Olympics
Sport: racing funding
Sport: netball and hockey facilities, Royal Park
Conservation and Land Management MCG Trust
Health: Multicultural Victoria Inquiry
Treasurer: radio advertising campaign
Tourism: grand prix - Asian currency collapse
Tourism: grand prix contract
Tourism: grand prix contract
Tourism: grand prix contract
Tourism: grand prix maintenance costs
Tourism: grand prix rental
Tourism: grand prix public sector sponsorship
Tourism: grand prix tobacco advertising
Tourism: grand prix licence fees
Tourism: grand prix taxation revenue
Tourism: Australian Grand Prix Corporation grants
Tourism: grand prix corporate facilities
Tourism: grand prix sales revenue figures
Tourism: grand prix supply services
Tourism: grand prix employees government credit cards
Tourism: Bledisloe Cup economic impact report
Tourism: grand prix seating
Education: teacher salary bands
Industry, Science and Technology: millennium bug advertisement
Health: hosptials advertisement
Industry, Science and Technology: millennium bug program advertisement
Transport: VlLine freight employees, Bendigo
Youth and Community Services: youth services program grants
Housing: Kensington tenants
Housing: bonds and emergency grants
Housing: bonds and emergency grants
Housing: stock acquisition targets
Housing: public housing tenants
Housing: house occupancies
Housing: homeless people
Housing: tender procedures
Housing: equity option letter
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