BUDGET PAPERS, 1998-99

Wednesday, 22 April 1998
The ACTING PRESIDEl'-'T (Hon. P. R. HaU) took the
chair at 10.03 a.m. and read the prayer.

BUDGET PAPERS,

199~99

For Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance),
Hon. R I. Knowles (Minister for Health) - By leave, I
move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the following
1998-99 budget papers:
(a)

A Guide to the Budget Papers;

(b)

Budget Overview;

(c)

Treasurer's Speech (Budget Paper No. 1);

(d)

Budget Statement (Budget Paper No. 2);

(e)

Budget Estimates (Budget Paper No. 3); and

(t)

Budget Corrigendum.

Motion agreed to.

Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered later this day for
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) on motion
of Hon. R. I. Knowles.

PORTS: REFORM
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I move:
That this house, mindful of recent developments on the
waterfront (a)

supports waterfront refonn when a proper partnership exists

between employers and employees to ensure negotiations
are conducted in the best interests of the general
community;

(b)
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recognises that employees are free to associate with the
registered organisations of their choice;

(c)

acknowledges the right of Victorian citizens to gather in a
peaceful assembly; and

(d)

rejects the use of contrived asset-stripping devices by
companies to avoid their legal responsibilities to their
employees.

The opposition acknowledges that this is a very
important debate because not only in Victoria but right
around the nation we are at an historic point as to the
way industrial reform and economic growth will be
managed in the future. I know there is not one member
in the chamber who disputes that efficiency on the

waterfront is absolutely critical to Australia's capacity
to be a major international player. In fact, there is not
one member in the chamber who does not dispute that
industrial refonns need to continue. The differences
between the government and the opposition in how
those goals are met are addressed in the motion.
The four points in the motion provide the opportunity
for every member to participate in a productive and
non-sensational debate. It is not my intention to make a
long contribution, not because there are things I do not
wish to say, but because the opposition is anxious to
allow not only members on this side of the chamber but
also those on the government side to make their views
clear on these four points.
My contributions in relation to paragraph (a) have been
consistent. I have argued consistently that there needs to
be a proper partnership in industrial reform otherwise
there will not be a significant level of ownership of the
outcomes. In my responsibility as shadow minister for
local government I have argued that because of the
heavy-handed way in which local government changes
were imposed upon the community and the absence of
any real partnership there has been little or no
ownership of the outcomes across the community.
Many members on both sides of the chamber would
have had experience of industrial matters before they
were elected to this place. There is probably no better
way of seeing the non-productive outcomes that result
from an absence of proper partnerships. If reforms are
to be sustainable, there must be clear partnerships that
are as equal as possible not only in opportunities but
also in obligations
Paragraph (b) is essential. A democratic Parliament
would unhesitatingly recognise that employees are free
to associate with the registered organisations of their
choice. On the other hand, in a democratic society
employers are also able to freely associate with the
registered organisations of their choice.
Hon. Jean McLean inteIjected.
Hon. PAT POWER - I trust there will be no
dispute about paragraph (c), which says Victorian
citizens have the right to gather in a peaceful assembly.
If we cast our minds back to some of the major social
issues that have attracted community attention, we can
appreciate the role that peaceful demonstrations have
played in focusing community's views and in
encouraging, if not pushing, governments of the day to
work towards positive solutions. In many ways
peaceful assemblies are a social barometer that measure
how the community feels about particular issues - and
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by way of interjection Mrs McLean supported that
notion. She was one of those who played a leading role
in the demonstrations against the Vietnam war.
Although at the time that might have been viewed with
some ambivalence, it is now looked at in a more
sensible light. She and a number of other women were
responsible for focusing community attention on the
issues, including whether it was a good idea for
Australia to be fighting in that war.
Without that leadership at the community level we
would not have achieved the political result we
eventually achieved and there would not be the current
level of community questioning about Australian men
and women being sent overseas to participate in
conflicts that are not of their doing. There is no reason
for us not to support the right of Victorian citizens to
gather together in a peaceful assembly.
Paragraph (d) rejects the notion of companies using
asset-stripping devices to avoid their legal
responsibilities to their employees. A chamber that was
representative of a decent and honourable community
would fully support that and would not want to be party
to anybody using contrived circumstances to avoid his
or her responsibilities. Yesterday in response to a
question about Workcover the Minister for Finance
made it clear that he does not believe people should be
allowed to use contrived circumstances to avoid their
obligations. On 29 October 1992 in the other place the
Premier was reported as saying the following about a
reference he intended referring to the Law Reform
Committee:
One of the references I will refer to that committee is the
development of rules and laws so that those in commerce who
get into financial difficulty and deliberately close their
businesses will be unable to start up in business the next day
using the same premises and the same stock leaving creditors
out of pocket for hundreds, thousands or millions of dollars.

The Premier and the Minister for Finance have in effect
already indicated their support for paragraph (d).
A senior lecturer in industrial relations at the University
of Southern Queensland believes that the federal
government actions in the current waterfront dispute
could be in breach of intemationallabour laws. He
believes the federal government has clear obligations
under two International Labour Organisation
conventions - firstly, to protect the rights of
employees to establish and join organisations of their
choosing, and secondly, to protect employees against
acts of anti-union discrimination and to promote
collective bargaining and effective collective
representation. Those points of international law
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underpin the motion, and we seek to debate it in the
context of not only Australian law but international law.
The house should unequivocally support paragraph (b)
by recognising that employees are free to associate with
the registered organisations of their choice.
International Labour Organisation law clearly supports
paragraph (a), because it says that the best reforms
occur when a proper partnership exists between
employers and employees.
The freedom of association provisions in the
Workplace Relations Act state that an employer is
prevented from dismissing an employee, injuring an
employee in his or her employment or altering the
position of an employee to his or her detriment for
prohibited reasons.
Those prohibited reasons include union membership,
refusal to make or consent to an enterprise agreement to
which the employees' union would be party or because
the worker is entitled to benefits under an existing
instrument such as an award. The enterprise bargaining
provisions of the Workplace Relations Act provide that
an employer is not allowed to dismiss a worker for
engaging in lawful industrial action. The onus is on the
employer to prove that it has not breached these laws.
I stated at the outset that I do not wish to be associated
with the rhetoric about individuals who are key players
in the current dispute. I am providing the chamber with
the opportunity to discuss and debate the principles that
should exist to ensure that this state adopts industrial
reforms that will make Victoria and the nation more
competitive, more productive and ensure that both
capital and labour have a proper share of the rewards
that will flow from those reforms.
I am one of a number of members on both sides of the
chamber who have had a long association with the trade
union movement. The trade union movement has
undoubtedly had problems as a consequence of its
views about process, outcomes and its collective
responsibility to its membership. When push comes to
shove, when the trade union movement is provided
with the opportunity to participate in a genuine
partnership in addressing reforms, its record stands up
to that of those on the other side of the equation.
All honourable members on this side of the chamber,
especially those of us who have had first-hand
experience, would acknowledge that in a historical
sense many colourful work practices have operated on
the waterfront. However, it is undisputable - the
evidence is absolutely clear - that since the
amalgamation and rationalisation of the trade union
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movement that resulted in waterfront unions being
gathered under one umbrella body, the Maritime Union
of Australia, enormous progress has been achieved in
work practices and productivity outcomes. I trust that
no-one in this chamber would dispute that employers
and employees have contributed to a very successful
outcome. The Maritime Union of Australia recognises
that there need to be further refonns on the waterfront
and it is quite prepared to participate in the necessary
negotiations and discussions to achieve those further
refonns.
I am concerned about claims made about the amount of
money that the men and women working on the
waterfront earn. In recent times the amount claimed has
altered a little; it used to be quoted as being $100 000,
then it was $90 000 and next it was $80 000. Last night
a federal minister was refening to it as $73 000. I am
unsure what information he has laid his hands on to
enable him to retreat from $100 000 to $73 000, but the
fact is that the average award rate for stevedores is
around $30 000 per annum for a 35-hour week. At big
container terminals workers can and do earn good
money by working up to 80 hours a week at all times of
the day and night.
Hon. G. R. Craige - They only have to work a
couple of double-headers, though, because of the
manning issue.
Hon. PAT POWER - Do you think they do it
because they want to do it and are allowed to do it?
Hon. G. R. Craige - Absolutely, because they run
the roster!
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Power
is making a very positive and constructive contribution
in informing the house. Other members will have the
opportunity to comment during the course of debate,
and it would be helpful if they listened to Mr Power's
contribution.
Hon. PAT POWER - Thank you, Mr Acting
President. The waterfront has changed enormously in
the past 10 years. The work force has been reduced
by 50 per cent but the volume of cargo handled has
increased. Container lift rates have increased by
approximately 20 per cent in the five-year period to
1997. The union has worked for change, but the MUA
argues that that change must be cooperative, not
imposed. Productivity, as all honourable members
would recognise, is determined by a number of factors,
the majority of which are beyond the control of the
union. In many terminals the equipment is out of date
and too few cranes are available to achieve the
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international productivity levels that all would agree are
necessary.
In bulk handling of commodities such as grain, coal and
iron the Australian docks are among the best in the
world. In 1997 the Australian wheat crop of 19 million
tonnes was loaded in record time. Companies such as
Sea1and, which provides up-to-date equipment and
negotiates with the union, have productivity rates equal
to those at any similar port around the world. P and 0,
the other major company at the port of Melbourne,
recently wrote to its work force congratulating it on
productivity increases achieved with the involvement of
the Maritime Union of Australia It achieved a 34 per
cent increase in one year, a record for a port facility in
Australia Interestingly, at that time Patrick stevedoring
also wrote to workers congratulating them on
productivity increases achieved.
The Maritime Union of Australia is fully committed to
ongoing improvements in productivity and efficiency in
the stevedoring industry. The Maritime Union of
Australia, together with the Australian Council of Trade
Unions, has a strategy that includes the negotiation of
annualised salary arrangements to replace traditional
wage and overtime arrangements. The annualised
salary is an important way of addressing the so-called
incentive for employees to achieve their earnings by
working overtime. The strategy includes productivity
targets and incentives tailored to the enterprise.
The strategy also includes a continuing process of
collective bargaining and the creation of additional
employment opportunities through a guaranteed
minimum wage arrangement, through which
workers - including trainees - would be employed.
Hours of work would vary from week to week to meet
the peaks and troughs we all acknowledge exist in the
industry.
Shipowners are able to strike a deal with the Maritime
Union of Australia that will deliver major cost savings
and enable Australian shipping to compete more
effectively with foreign flagships. The MUA has
accepted redundancies for up to 330 of its 2400
seafaring work force, and it has agreed to the labour
pool arrangement being replaced by an enterprise
employment agreement.
I have already referred to the Sealand operation in
Adelaide. Recently Sealand's general manager
announced that he had reached agreement with the
Maritime Union of Australia over the company's new
container terminal, which will open on Brisbane
wharves in July. The United States based multinational
currently operates Australia's most productive
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container tenninal that boasts the nation's top crane
rate - an average 22 lifts per crane per hour. Sealand
also has the lowest industrial disputation of any
terminal in Australia
I could provide more information but I will not,
because as I said at the outset I want as many people as
possible to participate in the debate. However, I will
read to the house a protocol initiated by the Maritime
Union of Australia and agreed to by the Australian
Council of Trade Unions and the Victorian Trades Hall
Council on how those gathering at peaceful assemblies
should conduct themselves.
The conduct of those who attended the Vietnam
moratoriums allowed the community to focus on the
issues rather than being distracted by the behaviour of
an unruly minority. I am sure that the people who have
been to this latest peaceful assembly would applaud all
those involved, including the organisers and the
Victoria Police, for the manner in which it has been
conducted
The protocol, which has five parts, says:
I.

All persons attending this peaceful conummity protest agree
to abide by the following conditions.

2.

This community protest is peaceful and will only support
creative non-violent resistance.

3.

Ifpolice should attempt to break through the peaceful
protest line it will be resisted by protestors standing in group
huddles. Protestors will stand in huddles with arms linked,
holding on to belts and linking legs to create a strong linking
resistance.

4.

If any protestor is dragged, attacked or other by police as
part of the strategy to break the protest line, stay linked and
disciplined and do not go to other protestors aid, in
particular, men do not go to women's aid. Women attend
this protest knowing all the risks involved.

The fifth point is absolutely critical:
5.

All protestors agree not to physically respond to police
dragging protestors away from the protest line... Do not
punch, kick or spit on police officers.

I have spent a considerable time at the peaceful protest.
Every half an hour the protocols are read to those in
attendance, who are asked to indicate their support for
them. If they do not support the protocols members of
the trade union movement ask them to leave - and I
have been present when that has occurred.
Paragraph (c) asks the house to acknowledge the right
of Victorian citizens to gather in a peaceful assembly. It
is important to understand that the organisers have been
prepared to stand up and accept responsibility for the
things that happen at the peaceful protest by asking

people to indicate their willingness to ensure that it
remains peaceful and that there will be no physical
interaction with police who are called on to carry out
their duties. As was the case with the Vietnam
moratoriums, I am happy with the way in which the
peaceful protestors have conducted themselves.
I conclude by reiterating that neither the opposition nor
the trade union movement is resistant to reform.
Instead, they wish and are prepared to participate in
genuine reforms that are sustainable and result in strong
levels of ownership for all the parties. There must be a
proper relationship between capital and labour so that
both share in the productivity and efficiency benefits
that will flow from any negotiated reforms.
The motion has been carefully worded to avoid some of
the provocative issues that are involved in the dispute.
It is an opportunity for the chamber to demonstrate to
the community its bipartisan support for responsible
reform, the right of employers and employees to
associate with organisations of their choice and the
right of Victorians to gather in peaceful assembly
and its rejection of companies using contrived
asset-stripping devices to avoid their legal
responsibilities to their employees, something for which
the Minister for Finance and the Premier have
previously indicated their support.
Hon. PHILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - I am pleased
to have the opportunity to speak on the motion. It is
disappointing to realise that although the lead speaker
for the opposition articulated a considered view, he
probably did so on his own behalf because he no longer
has the support of his party organisation.
Hon. Pat Power -

That is their problem, not mine.

Hoo. PIIILIP DAVIS - It is regrettable to many
of us in this place who regard Mr Power's considered
comments in debate as often pertinent and relevant.
However, it is disingenuous to argue that the conflict
developing on the waterfront, including the collective
action that has been taken by the industrial and political
arms of the labour movement, will benefit the
community as a whole.
Two great insights have come out of recent actions on
the waterfront. The first is there is now a clear
acknowledgment, as expressed by Mr Power today, of
the need for significant waterfront reform. The second
is that over recent weeks it has become increasingly
evident that that acknowledgment has been made by
various spokesmen. From commentators in the
economic press we are lead to believe it is likely that
various deals may be done to salvage the commercial
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aspects of Patrick stevedoring operations; but if deals
proceed with the Maritime Union of Australia there will
be a downsizing of the labour force by more than 50 per
cent. That in itself is an open acknowledgment that the
case being advanced by the commonwealth
government, the National Farmers Federation and the
employers on the waterfront for a dramatic need for
changes to work practices has been properly
acknowledged as valid It also means that whatever we
determine in this chamber will be relevant only in terms
of an opinion expressed by the house on whether
actions taken in the marketplace of commercial and
labour relations have a benefit to the community.
The motion before the house does not sufficiently
encapsulate what members of the chamber need to say.
I have no difficulty with the concept of supporting
waterfront reform in the best interests of the
community. However, when we talk about recognising
the employees' freedom to associate with registered
organisations of their choice, that second part of the
motion clearly is contrary to all the notions of fairness
the government understands to be reasonable. Unless I
am mistaken, it implies clearly that the opposition is
proposing that anybody who works on the waterfront
must be, in effect, a member of a registered
organisation.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa - How do you read that into
it?
Hon. PHll.lP DAVIS - If that is not the case I am
delighted to hear it, because the very debate on
waterfront reform that is occurring is at present about
the monopoly position of the maritime union. For
heaven's sake, I thought that was the whole point of
this issue: that the MUA's monopoly position has been
preserved by legislation and industrial thuggery on the
waterfront for the past 50 years. The labour movement
sees the issue as the Holy Grail. The leader of the
federal opposition, the ACTIJ, the Victorian Labor
Party and many members of the opposition in this
chamber have been presenting themselves in support of
that nefarious activity - the thuggery that has been
going on at the waterfront.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Are you supporting
the motion or not?
Hon. PHll.lP DAVIS - If the opposition now says
it supports freedom of association, I point out that one
of the principal issues in relation to improving
waterfront activity is to enable employers to employ
those people who are best able to perform the functions
and tasks required in the operation of the waterfront
without fear or favour about membership or otherwise
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of any trade union organisation. It is a great revelation
to hear the opposition in this place now supports
freedom of association on the waterfront. I am very
pleased to hear it!
With regard to acknowledging the right of Victorian
citizens to gather in a peaceful assembly, I agree that is
not an unreasonable thing. It is a question of what the
impact of so-called assemblies are. The reality is that a
judgment has been made in the Supreme Court of
Victoria about the picketing action on the waterfront.
The Australian Financial Review of yesterday,
21 April, sums up the situation in the headline
'Picketers' actions criminal: judge' - and the judge in
question is Justice Barry Beach. The reality is that the
activities that have been taking place on the waterfront
over several weeks have impacted adversely on a
business trying to go about its legitimate purpose of
commercial trade. The reality of the actions of the
MUA, supported by the ACTIJ and the Labor Party in
Victoria and federally, is that members of the union
have acted in a criminal fashion, as determined by the
Supreme Court.
Notwithstanding the Herald Sun headline of 21 April
'Court bans picket line' and the Australian Financial
Review headline 'Unions to defy shock injunction',
why is it the union movement thinks it is above the
law? Is it because the union is supported by state and
federal parliamentarians who are prepared to go down
to the picket lines and support illegal picketing? Is that
the reason unions think they are above the law? The
reality of the debate on the waterfront issue is that we
have an employer that is reasonably entitled to go about
its lawful business without being impeded by criminal
activity, thuggery, bullying and abuse. Journalists have
been abused and spat on by picketers; we have seen the
most appalling intimidation, which is a sad reflection
on the MUA and the union movement.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. PHll.lP DAVIS - It is not unusual to see
this sort of behaviour; we have seen it before and we
will see it again. It shows the worst feature of the union
movement in this country. Most unionists are
reasonable and good people. Indeed, I have been a
member of a union and am not too proud to say so. The
fact of the matter is that some trade unions are
reasonably moderate, can advance the issues their
members are concerned about and do so with some
intellectual rigour and achieve a result without resorting
to the intimidation and thuggery the MUA is renowned
for. For that very reason the MUA has been able to hold
its monopoly position on the waterfront.
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The refonns on the waterfront are vital. Australia is a
great trading nation. We have a great dependence on
bulk commodity exports and there is a significant
inflow of input requirements to produce our
manufacturing and agricultural products. Therefore, it is
important we have an efficient waterfront. The house
has had discussions before about the detail of that, but it
serves no purpose to mount that argument again
because it has been acknowledged today in this debate
by the opposition and it has been acknowledged in the
general community - widely in fact. I do not believe
there is now any debate about the principle of
significant waterfront reform. It is true many members
of the community are frustrated by the lack of action
that has taken place on the waterfront in respect to
improving productivity and the costs that are imposed
unnecessarily on our exporting sector as a result of
these inefficiencies. It is clear that the farming
community has been particularly vulnerable to the
effects of waterfront inefficiencies.
The Australian Financial Review editorial of 20 April
has the headline 'The farmers just revolt'. That
encapsulates the frustrations the farm community has
experienced over many years. From time to time
farmers have needed to directly intervene to protect
their own interests - for example, in 1978 over the
export of live sheep and in 1989 over the reform of bulk
grain handling operations. Again there is a need for
direct intervention - the NFF's involvement with a
stevedoring company - as a catalyst for further reform
of the waterfront.
That refonn is on the way. There is no doubt in my
mind that whatever the legal ramifications of the
various cases currently before courts around Australia,
at the end of the day there will be a significant
downsizing of the labour force on the waterfront and a
significant improvement in productivity, simply
because the overmanning on the wharves has now been
tacitly acknowledged. I am surprised by the offer made
by the trade unions, and by the MUA in particular, to
provide free labour to the Patrick companies that are in
administration because it is a clear indication of a
problem with the labour-cost component of those
stevedoring operations.
As an amendment to Mr Power's motion, I move:
That all the words and expressions after 'That this house' be
omitted with the view of inserting in place thereof 'supports
waterfront reform in the best interests of the general
community'.

Hon. PIDLIP DAVIS - The motion moved by
Mr Power is insufficient to properly summarise the
view of the house, which is that the house clearly
supports waterfront reform because it is in the best
interests of the community. Notwithstanding their
concern about the efforts to dismantle the monopoly
enjoyed by a privileged trade union - the MUAsome members of the labour movement acknowledge
the significant community interest in waterfront reform.
Effecting changes in work practices, reducing operating
costs and expediting the pace at which cargo is moved
will inevitably result in significant economic benefits
for the whole community.

The sooner the issues can be resolved the better.
Honourable members can have no immediate impact on
resolving the issues simply because they are matters of
contest between the stevedoring company, Patrick, and
the trade union organisation and the Maritime Union of
Australia. Community leaders need to make a
concerted effort to ensure there is a proper, measured
and appropriate approach to the discussions that are
necessary for change. Parliamentarians and community
leaders will not assist if they incite activity that leads to
confrontation. As Mr Power said, it is appropriate to
talk about expressing views peacefully.
However, the principal issue is the sort of future we
want for Australia. Do we want an economic future
based on the practices of a bygone era when union
leaders determined the efficiency of business
operations? If any stevedoring company or any other
Australian company is to be efficient, it must have an
effective relationship with its own employees, and that
means a relationship based on mutual trust and respect.
Clearly that will evolve as a result of the efforts to
change the basis on which the waterfront operates.
I have nothing further to say other than that I believe
the house will support the amendment because
waterfront reform is in the best interests of the
community.
Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE (Melbourne) - I support
the motion and oppose the amendment. Members of the
opposition do not have a problem with the amendment
as far as it goes, but we have a problem with what it
fails to say. The amendment mirrors paragraph (a) of
the motion, which says that the house:
... supports waterfront reform when a proper partnership
exists between employers and employees to ensure
negotiations are conducted in the best interests of the general
community

The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! The Chair
has had the opportunity to examine the amendment. It
is in order, and I invite Mr Davis to speak to it.
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The amendment states:
That all the words and expressions after 'That this house' be
omitted with the view of inserting in place thereof . supports
waterfront refonn in the best interests of the general

community'.

The amendment says nothing about waterfront reform
resulting from a cooperative relationship between
labour and capital. It simply talks about waterfront
reform, no matter how it is achieved, and that goes to
the crux of what has been occurring on the wharves.
There has been no genuine attempt at waterfront
reform. The dispute is simply about the attempt to crush
a union and then doing the same to other unions. It is a
question of producing reform by any means
whatsoever.
For many years the Australia ethos has been based on
doing things cooperatively. Regardless of what the
government may say, the MUA has assisted in
waterfront reform over a number of years. The figures
to back that up are available, and I will come to them
later. Mr Davis seeks to take the cooperation out of the
equation. He wants to remove any notion of partnership
between the employer and the employees. His view of
waterfront reform is based on the employer going in
with cudgels and beating the employees into
submission. That is not the appropriate way to achieve
waterfront reform.
The amendment does not recognise that employees
should be free to associate with the registered
organisations of their choice. The government does not
believe anyone should have the right to be a member of
a trade union. Although the government makes noises
about freedom of association, the bottom line is it
would prefer unions did not exist and that people did
not belong to them. It recognises that unions are able to
challenge employers, and to seek conditions and wages
for employees for whom the government has no
consideration whatsoever. The government certainly
does not respect employees, and denies any dignity.
Dignity is something the government believes should
not be available to ordinary workers. The reasoned
amendment goes further and does not recognise the
thrust of paragraph (c) ofMr Power's motion, which
acknowledges the rights of Victorian citizens to gather
in peaceful assembly.
Now the government adopts the jackboot approach the approach adopted by Joh Bjelke-Petersen in the
days before, during and after the 1984-85 SEQEB
dispute. So far as Mr Justice Beach and this
government are concerned, no-one has the right to be
involved in a peaceful assembly. Through his reasoned
amendment, Mr Phi lip Davis has deliberately attempted
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to remove from Mr Power's motion something that
appears to be absolutely the right of Victorian
citizens, and citizens of any country - the right to
peacefully assemble. This government does not support
that right; if it did, the reasoned amendment would not
attempt to amend the motion.
Clearly the government has no problems about asset
stripping. Paragraph (d) ofMr Power's motion requests
that this house reject:
.., the use of contrived stripping devices by companies to
avoid their legal responsibilities to their employees.

Now the government is prepared to not only accept but
also support the view that asset stripping is a legitimate
means of getting rid of a work force. I can draw no
other conclusion than that because the reasoned
amendment is designed to remove such issues from the
consideration of this house; obviously the government
has no regard for such issues.
The dispute now on the waterfront throughout Australia
should never have occurred because waterfront reform
was already being addressed. Over a number of years
significant changes have taken place on the wharves.
Those changes were achieved cooperatively by the
former federal Labor government, the waterfront
employers and waterfront employees. It was only when
the conservative government took office in Canberra
that waterfront reform changed. The federal
government could not see the value in cooperative
change because the ideological barons in the Liberal
Party simply wanted to belt up the unions. They
commenced their attack on the Maritime Union of
Australia.
Waterfront reform has continued. The comparison
between 1989 and 1992 figures show that as a result of
negotiations and cooperative restructuring the
permanent work force on the Australian wharves has
been reduced by 57 per cent; container handling rates
have increased by 50 per cent; Australian ports have
adopted world's best practice in the handling ofbulk
cargo; and the costs of stevedoring and cargo handling
have fallen by 29 per cent. That reform process was
ongoing and would have continued until the unlawful
conspiracy which occurred between the National
Farmers Federation, Patrick stevedores and Reith the
Rat - the federal minister for workplace chaos!
The arguments put by government members about
comparisons between overseas and Australian ports do
not have any basis in fact. It is impossible to compare
apples with pears, as it is impossible to compare
waterfronts in Melbourne with Singapore or Sydney
with Rotterdam. Yet, such comparisons are continually
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thrown at the community. The equipment available in
overseas ports is drastically different from that available
in Australia; maintenance levels are different. The
technological advances in those ports have not occurred
in Australia because the employers - particularly
Patrick - have not been prepared to put money into
providing the best equipment on our ports.
The last time I spoke in the house on this matter I said
that five cranes were used over each ship in Singapore's
port but only two were used in Melbourne. In response,
Mr Katsambanis said, 'What does that matter?'. He
showed his ignorance, and no doubt today he will again
show his ignorance. It is patently obvious that the
number of cranes over a ship affects the number of
containers that can be moved.
The other factor to be taken into account when
comparing waterfront practices in places like
Rotterdam, Singapore, and so on, with Australian ports
is that in those overseas ports each ship has all
containers unloaded and new containers reloaded.
International port workers do not need to sort through
containers whereas that system does not apply in
Australian ports. Only a percentage of containers is
removed from most ships in Australian ports, making it
more difficult for waterfront employees than if all
containers were removed from each ship.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan intetjected.
Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE - You wouldn't, Bill,
because you are not very wise about these things.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - I have been 10
Amsterdam port and have been involved in shipping a
bloody sight longer than you have.
Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE - The other allegation
often made is that maritime workers are always on
strike. In 1996, the number of strikes fell by 50 per
cent; in 1997, the number fell by a further 25 per cent.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan intetjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! The
constant intetjections by Mr Hartigan are not in order.
Ifhe wishes to contribute to the debate, I will hear him
later, but I will not listen to a contribution by way of
intetjections.

Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE - When and if stoppages
occur - and they have become infrequent agricultural products, hospital supplies, and oil and gas
products have always been exempted from strikes. That
has been occurring for decades.
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The present dispute has been artificially created by
illegal means. It was created, not as has been portrayed,
to achieve waterfront reform or to have competition on
the wharves but simply as a means of destroying the
Maritime Union of Australia If it succeeds - I am sure
it will not - we do not know which union would be
next. However, all unions would be targeted in due
course by the federal government. The opposition is of
the view that the dispute arose as a result of an illegal
action. The decision of Justice Tony North states:
12. The cancellation of the labour supply contract and the
appointment of administrators on 7 April 1998 were made
possible by a complex inter-company transaction which
occurred in September 1997. By dividing the functions of
employing workers and owning the business between two
companies, the Patrick group put in place a structure which
made it easier to dismiss the whole work force. It is
arguable, on the evidence, that this was done because the
employees were members of the Wlion. So there is an
arguable case that the Patrick employers acted in breach of
section 298K( I) of the act
13. There is also an arguable case that these acts amwnted to a
breach of the employees' contracts of employment
14. There is also evidence that Patrick owners and other
companies in the Panick group, together with others, agreed
on these unlawful acts as part of the overall plan to replace
the workforce with non-Wlion labour. This means that there
is an arguable case that the Patrick owners and Patrick

employers have engaged in an unlawful conspiracy.

The consistent argument that P and C Stevedores was
set up as a third competitor on the wharves has been
exploded as a result of these matters coming out over
time. We know it is not a competitor but simply a scab
organisation set up to bring in non-union employees,
train them at Webb Dock and then send them off to
Patrick stevedores to do the work of good honest men
and women. The training that has taken place at Webb
Dock was not genuine training at all. A number of
people have left the operation because they were
concerned and distressed about what was occurring.
They were concerned about the safety factors.
Statements have been made by some people about what
actually occurred at P and C Stevedores because, after
seeing what was going on, they left. A statement by
Richard Anthony Scougall, in part, states:
This so-called test exercise descended into him providing us
with the answers and the three of us wrote down what he
asked us to put in each space. In some cases he asked us to

rearrange the order of our answers and said 'Otherwise they
will know it came straight out of the answer book'. When we
had completed the document he took them with him and left
the hotel.
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Lucas Parkes Rene states:
The purpose of going to the crane at the dock was for me to
give Rick a run-down on crane operation and for Ivan Bignell
the tester to assess me on the practical side of using the
crane ... while we were waiting there, Ivan asked me a fe\\questions on crane operation without me ever driving the
crane. Then he said 'Good, you pass'. I found that very
surprising and I said sarcastically 'That's a good test, I wish I
had something like that all the time'. This occurred after I had
undertaken a written and oral test at the hotel which I will
mention below.

I do not intend to go any further with that. The point I
make is that the testing was in no way genuine. The test
was fabricated. People taking the test were given the
answers and what that really means is that those people
would have been an absolute disaster if they were
allowed to work the equipment on the wharves. I have
no doubt at all that severe injuries and probably even
death would have resulted because these people did not
have the skills. Their assessments were fabricated so
that they could carry out work on the wharves. The
people who should be doing that work are members of
the MUA who have trained and worked on the wharves
for many years. They know how to do the work.
There has been an enormous attempt to demonise John
Coombs and the MUA. There has been a constant
barrage, particularly from the federal industrial
minister, Peter Reith. Every time he is on television I
know what he is going to say. He keeps quoting figures
like $74 000 a year or $73 000 - he changes from day
to day. That is all he says. There is nothing new! He
was still saying the same thing on television last night
Hon. R. A. Best inteIjected.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - I call him Reith the rat!
He has said nothing new! He tirelessly repeats this day
after day, week after week and month after month. We
have all heard it and we know it is a lie anyway! We
saw the peaceful assembly that commenced at Webb
Dock 85 days ago and it relocated to East Swanson
Dock exactly two weeks ago when the sackings
occurred. My colleague Mr Power has gone through
how well that has been conducted and I do not intend to
go any further with that. I support Mr Power's
comments about the peaceful assembly. The MUA
officials have bent over backwards to ensure there was
no violence. The only violence we saw was when the
police and others tried to break the picket line in other
states. Mr Corrigan says people were being threatened
by iron bars and a person was chased with a tomahawk,
but ifMr Corrigan is telling the truth - I do not know
that he would know the truth ifhe fell over it - he
should have reported those incidents to the police and

not spoken about them on television. He is fabricating
them to try to frighten people off.
Hon. D. McL. Davis inteIjected.
Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE - The police have the
right and responsibility to ensure peace is maintained
but that is as far as it goes. The assembly at East
Swanson Dock has been peaceful. People have
conducted themselves in an exemplary manner. No
booze is allowed. If anyone is seen to be drinking or to
be drunk when they arrive and not in control of
themselves they are escorted from the site. I see
Mr Furletti is laughing!
Hon. C. A. Furletti priorities are spot on!

It just shows that your

Hon. D. T. W ALPOLE - The decision by
Mr Justice Beach was not only extraordinary, it was
outrageous. He sought to impose an injunction on every
person in this country to stop them going to the dock
precincts in Victoria. There is a high probability that the
police could not go down to the docks. Certainly the
press could not go down there. After having delivered
the decision Mr Justice Beach then said to himself,
'Hang on, what have I done? What have I agreed to? I
must revisit this. I'll call for the transcript and have a
second look at it'. Mr Justice Beach realised he had
made a big mistake. My view is that he made that
mistake because all he did was take the application of
Freehill, Ho llingdale and Page and said, 'I will do it',
without considering what it meant. It is outrageous that
he has to revisit it. At this time he is still revisiting it
and we await his further deliberations.
In his decision he said that:
(ii) all persons who were on 8 April 1998 or are now or have at
any time since 8 April 1998 been present at or participated
in the picket line at or in the vicinity of the premises of the
plaintiffs at East Swanson Dock and/or Webb Dock in the
Port of Melbourne (the 'premises') and all persons who are
present at or participate in the picket line at or in the vicinity
of the premises from the date of this order.

The decision of 8 April means that anybody can be
picked up by this injunction. The decision prevents
people:
(f)

from taking a photograph of any person who is on, or who
is entering or leaving or is about to enter or leave or who has
entered or left the premises or attempting to take such a
photograph.

The idea is to get the press out of there to ensure they
do not have the opportunity to take photographs and to
try to get the police to do their best and/or their worst.
The trouble with that view is that the police have been
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even-handed and have handled the matter welL They
were not going to break heads, which is what Corrigan
and company wanted. A further clause in the ruling
states:
(0)
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from being within a distance of 200 metres from any point
on Appleton Dock Road, Coode Road or Docklink Road.

That is extraordinary because one cannot drive up
Footscray Road because it is at an intersection with
Appleton Dock Road If one cannot get within
200 metres of Appleton Dock Road one cannot travel
along Footscray Road. Anybody who travels along
Footscray Road will be breaching the law.
Many in the community may not have been prepared to
support the MUA in an industrial dispute but now up to
8000 are prepared to go down there because of the
extraordinary Beach decision. The civil and human
rights people are going to the docks because they
consider the decision is a breach of civil and human
rights. All Mr Justice Beach has done is to achieve
more support for the position of those who are
constantly at East Swanson Dock than they previously
had. Maybe the judge is an agent provocateur, but who
knows.
I turn to the National Farmers Federation. One would
wish that the National Farmers Federation acted in
support of farmers. Such is not the case. I have listened
to farmers who have said on the radio, television and in
the newspapers that the federation does not represent
them but represents an elite group of graziers, wealthy
pastoralists and so on who do not represent ordinary
working farmers. They say, 'We get nothing from
them'. Where was the federation when farmers required
drought relief? I do not know, but I know the waterside
workers donated $60 000 to the farmers at the time. The
National Farmers Federation is a waste of space and the
organisation has not demonstrated that it is fair dinkum.
This matter will not be resolved until the MUA workers
previously employed by Patrick stevedores - who
were illegally sacked through contrived means - are
back on the wharves carrying out their normal legal
work practices rather than the dirty scabs who are there
now. The appalling part about this dispute is the
manner in which the MUA workers have been
removed - that is, by hooded thugs, dogs and so on
invading the wharves in the early hours of the morning.
A manager of Patrick stevedores on television not so
long ago was bleating about the fact that these people
found themselves in danger when this attack occurred.
~at appalling hypocrisy; people were carrying out
therr lawful occupation and were attacked by thugs and
the company has the temerity to claim that it felt that
the thugs were threatened. I hope the thugs were

threatened! This dispute will not be over until those
good, honest MUA employees are back on the job
carrying out their rightful duties.
Hon. P. A. KATSA.1\fBANIS (Monash) - I
the reasoned amendment moved by Mr Phillip
DaVls and oppose the motion moved by Mr Power.
Like Mr Davis and the vast majority of members in this
chamber, we want to have meaningful, substantial and
~ong-term wat~nt reform that will benefit everybody
ill our commumty. Rather than talk about waterfront
reform that benefits sectional interests, be they
employers, employees or third parties, I shall talk about
real waterfront reform that will benefit the Australian
public. As Mr Davis pointed out, we are a trading
nation and rely substantially on trade with other nations
to maintain and increase our standard of living.
sup~rt

It is paramount that if Australia is to be a successful

trading nation it has to reform not only its work
practices in the trading sector in manufacturinofarming and every other production sector of the
Australian community, but also in the sector that is
responsible for delivering those products to the world
Fifteen years of solid micro-economic reform has
simply failed to deliver any meaningful reform in that
one sector. The micro-economic reform process in this
country was substantially advanced in the period of the
former federal Labor government, and I give credit for
that, but in one area it failed to achieve real reform.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - What area was that?
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - That was
reform. It was not for the want of trying, but
I WIll come to that in a moment. Real waterfront reform
is critical in ensuring that Australia continues to survive
in a very competitive international marketplace. It is
essential that Australia survives and prospers in that
marketplace to guarantee the standard of livin 0- that all
Australians have come to expect and to achie:e an
improvement in that standard of living in the future for
ourselves and future generations.
wat~ont

I oppose Mr Power's motion not because I think the
motherhood sentiments it promotes are wrong, but
because the motion has to be read in the context of the
reality of Australia's waterfront today and of decades
past. I know from my reading and from speaking to
people. th~t that reality existed a long time before my
short lIfetl.me began. A close examination of the motion
reveals that none of the aims Mr Power outlines can be
achieved because of certain impediments on the
waterfront. The motion refers to:
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a proper partnership ... between employers and employees to
ensure negotiations are conducted in the best mterests of the
general community.

Waterfront employees in this country have simply not
contributed their fair share to that partnership and have
ensured that negotiations are conducted only in the best
interests of the members of the Maritime Union of
Australia and its predecessors prior to amalgamation. In
1989 the Interstate Commission delivered a report to
the then federal Labor government calling for reform of
the waterfront. To its credit the Labor government
undertook a process that it called the Waterfront
Industry Reform Agreement (WIRA) process. That
process cost the Australian taxpayer $420 million. It
was meant to be the definitive waterfront reform to
deliver benefits to all Australians. What did it deliver?
It delivered new investment by employers of
$4()() million worth of equipment on the waterfront.
That will be news to Mr Walpole, who said employers
had not invested nationwide. The process also created
one large superunion on the waterfront, the Maritime
Union of Australia That union has opposed any
meaningful change and improvement to the
performance of the waterfront. Mr Power and
Mr Walpole made much of the fact that significant
improvement has been achieved on Australia's
waterfront in the past decade. The Bureau of Industry
Economics in 1995 benchmarked 18 international ports
on the reliability and speed of their stevedoring
services. Unfortunately the port of Melbourne was
ranked 17th for reliability and 17th for speed out of
those 18 ports. It was not the worst-performing port; the
worst-performing port was Sydney. Ordinarily
whenever Melbourne out-performs Sydney I would
crow about it because of my parochial attitude towards
Victoria and Melbourne, but being ranked 17th out of
18 is not a good performance. The ranking proves that
the statements made by Mr Power and Mr Walpole are
patently incorrect and that the $420 million spent by the
former federal Labor government's WIRA process was
wasted money simply poured down the drain.
No substantial improvement has been achieved in
productivity or in the level of industrial disputation.
Mr Walpole suggested that industrial disputes had
reduced substantially. The Australian Bureau of
Statistics figures for 1996 and 1997 bear out the fact
that working days lost on the Australian waterfront
were 10 times the average working days lost across all
sectors of Australian industry. If 10 times more
industrial disputation on the Australian waterfront than
in all other Australian industries is a good performance
and an improvement in industrial relations, I would hate
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to see where Australia would have been if there had
been no improvement. It is an absolute disgrace!
Mr Power and Mr Walpole do not have to take my
word for it that waterfront reform, as promUlgated by
the former federal Labor government and the :M:ari.time
Union of Australia, has been an abject failure. I will
quote someone who was intrinsically involved in that
reform process - Graham Richardson, a minister in
the former federal Labor government. He said
yesterday on radio 2GB in Sydney:
Ourway-

meaning the Labor government's way of fixing the (MUA) problem was to try and bribe thern into
leaving the waterfront ... Our productivity has been lousy, it
has to get better. And when I was out at the docks the other
day, I told a group of wharfies ... they were asking me to go
and speak to them ... I said 'IfI do, I'm going to say you
should have embraced waterfront refonn '" you didn't and
that's the reason you're all here this afternoon.

Graharn Richardson knows the Labor government's
supposed waterfront reform was a failure. Australian
business people and workers know it has been a failure
largely because the partnership between employers and
employees that Mr Power's motion refers to has not
been realised. The MUA has an iron grip on the
waterfront. It selects the people who work on the
waterfront and selects the list of workers who on a daily
basis go out and perform their jobs. If you are not a
member of the MUA you simply cannot get ajob on
the waterfront. Every single Australian had to cough up
towards the $420 million for no return; the process was
an abject failure. Wby did it happen? Wby did the
former federal Labor government not push the MUA? I
refer again to Graham Richardson's comments on 2GB:
No doubt about the closeness of the ties. I said the other day
that no Labor leader would walk away from this dispute,
because it simply would not be possible within the Labor
Party's frame of reference.

He is inferring that the MUA has a stranglehold not
only on the Australian waterfront but also on the Labor
Party. That is why we see so many current and former
Labor Party politicians sitting out there on the docks
showing their solidarity and support of the MUA's
cause. They are not showing solidarity with the cause
of Australian people or with the general interests of the
community in any shape or form. Mr Power's motion
also refers to recognising the right of employees to
freely associate with registered organisations. I do not
think anyone opposes that.
An Opposition Member - You oppose that!
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Hon. P. A. KA TSA."\1BAl'I"lS - I will tell you why
I oppose the sentiment. You should listen to my speech,
Mr Power, rather than talk about the sentiments behind
your motion.

cannot work, you cannot feed your family, and you are
not an equal member of society'.

Mr Power's motion omits to say what people on our
side of the house and the vast majority of Australians
believe - that is, that people should have the right not
only to freely associate with any organisation they wish
but also to not associate with any organisation they do
not wish to. The membership of any organisation
should not be a prerequisite to gaining employment.
That is what real freedom of association is about.

Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Go and argue that
out in public, Mr Nardella, because I guarantee the
public will not accept it. Freedom of association means
just that: the freedom to associate or not associate. That
is enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on
Human Rights.

I challenge Mr Power to answer this question: does any
Australian have the right to walk in to any
MUA-controlled port and get a job unless he or she is a
member of the union? You know the answer is no. That
is obscene, and it offends every principle of freedom of
association.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Not at all.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - It may not offend
your principles, Mr Nardella, and I would love you to
come out publicly and argue - Honourable members interjecting.

The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! I think
every member would agree that the Chair has
consistently applied the standing orders during this
morning's debate, and I intend to carry that through to
the end
Standing orders do not permit barrages of inteIjections
that disrupt the speaker. Although from time to time
members on one side of the house may not agree with
the comments made by a speaker on the other side, he
or she has a right to be allowed to express his or her
views without interruption. I ask members on both
sides of the house to allow Mr Katsambanis and future
speakers to express their views without constant
interruption.

Hon. D. A. Nardella inteIjected.

Because it is beholden to its union mates, the Labor
Party has never acknowledged that, and it should be
condemned as a result. Members on this side would
consider agreeing to a motion that suggested Mr Power
and others would like to see real freedom of association
on the waterfront, but we will not agree to a motion that
says only MUA members should be able to work on the
waterfront. That idea is archaic and has been rejected
by the majority of Australians. Anyone living under the
illusion that that sort of labour market monopoly will
continue in this country is sadly mistaken.
The MUA's iron grip on the waterfront extends beyond
its monopoly on the provision oflabour. Unfortunately,
as has been outlined in a number of royal commissions,
including the Sweeney royal commission in 1976 and
the Costigan royal commission, which handed down its
final report in 1984, it has long been the practice that
waterfront unions control every activity on the wharves.
The Costigan royal commission report makes
wonderful reading because it highlights all sorts of rorts
and other illegal activities on the waterfront. I believe
crimes such as murder, kidnapping and so forth have
been eliminated on the waterfront, which is a credit to
the union movement. However, the rorts continue to
this very day.
Last Friday, 17 April, a caller called Michael rang the
Jon Faine show on 3LO to say:
The reality is that when I attempted to bring to the notice of
the managers of the various stevedoring companies the rerts
and the stealing and the pilferage down there, they say ·we
can't do anything, because if we call the police, they'll walk
out'.

Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Thank you,
Mr Acting President. Real freedom of association is
about the freedom of any individual to exercise his or
her right to join or not join an association. Furthermore,
and most importantly, that free choice should have
absolutely no bearing on whether he or she gains
employment.

What did that hero of the labour movement, Graham
Richardson, have to say yesterday morning on his radio
program on 2GB?

Mr Power, Mr Nardella, Mr Walpole and others in the
Labor Party support the type of freedom of association
that is about saying, 'Yes, you are free to join or not
join a union, but if you choose not to join a union, you

Even Graham Richardson acknowledges that that is the
case.

It's not a bad rort (MUA practices) ... I wish 2GB would do
that forme ...
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Mr Power's motion refers to the right of Victorian
citizens to gather in peaceful assembly, and that is fme.
I visited the assembly down at Webb Dock in its early
days, and I agree that it has been largely peaceful. It is a
credit to the organisers that they have managed to keep
it that way, and I say 'well done' to them. However, we
need to focus on a bigger right than the right of a
narrow section of the community - that is, the right of
every single Victorian to go about his of her lawful
activities unhindered by interference from others.
In the past couple of weeks transport companies and
transport drivers have been intimidated and prevented
from going about their lawful business. My office has
been contacted by people fearful of the level of
intimidation of those drivers who have tried to go about
their lawful activities by entering the East Swanson
Dock to remove containers containing crucial medical
supplies, perishable goods and machine parts that
businesses require - Honourable members interjecting.

The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! I direct my
comments particularly to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. I cannot tolerate consistent inteIjections
like that Every member has the opportunity to speak on
the motion. Any member who wishes to dispute the
arguments being put by Mr Katsambanis can best do so
by contributing to the debate. I ask members to desist
from interjecting.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Thank you,
Mr Acting President. There has been a deliberate
attempt to stop Victorians from going about their lawful
business. Mr Justice Beach ruled that it is illegal for
anyone to do so, and he ordered that the picket line be
removed and transport vehicles be allowed to enter East
Swanson Dock.

IfMr Power and Mr Walpole want us to believe they
are genuinely concerned about the rights of Victorian
citizens, perhaps they should defer to the rights of all
Victorian citizens, particularly those who have received
court orders from the Supreme Court, which is an
independent institution charged with defending the
rights of all Victorian citizens, and argue for the
implementation of the judge's rulings.
I notice Miss Gould sniggering, but I take judges'
rulings seriously. I take the rulings of Justice North in
the Federal Court as seriously as I take the rulings of
Mr Justice Beach in the Supreme Court. The attitude of
the Labor Party and the union movement displays gross
hypocrisy. While they accept the verdict of Justice

North they are patently unhappy about accepting or
implementing the ruling of Justice Beach.
What message does that send to the community?
Selective justice and selective rights. That is what the
Labor Party is about: sectional interests and sectional
rights to the detriment of the vast majority of the
Victorian and the Australian pUblic. I have been
contacted by a number of people via my electorate
office and have been appalled at the intimidation and
fear tactics used on them when they attempted to go
about their lawful business in fulfilling their contractual
obligations to enter Swanson Dock and remove
containers. I thought they were isolated incidents. I took
at face value the comments of the union that right
across Australia they were trying to be as peaceful as is
humanly possible.
Hon. R. H. Bowden interjected.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - I do not know
whether it was naive or not, Mr Bowden. I usually take
people at their word. I was interested to see a transcript
of a conversation that took place on the Jon Harker
program on 2GB yesterday afternoon, Tuesday,
21 April, wherein a caller said he had written a letter to
the newspaper about the waterfront dispute.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - What has the New South
Wales situation got to do with it?
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Because the union
movement goes around saying it has been peaceful
right around Australia - and I have had people in my
electorate office fearing for their lives!
Hon. D. A. Nardella - That is because they have
walked into your office!
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - This is a pattern.
The caller who had written to the newspaper was brave
enough to put a name on the letter and not hide behind
a mask. However, a threatening phone call followed.
Opposition members interjecting.

Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - I can make the
transcript available any time you want. I delved a little
bit further; I was trying to question this peaceful
protest-type scenario. I discovered in the Townsville
Bulletin of 14 April- Hon. Pat Power - On a point of order, Mr Acting
President, I acknowledge the traditions of the house
allow lead speakers to take some liberty concerning
matters they may put before the house. However, in the
context of this debate and this motion I fail to see what
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relevance newspaper reports relating to issues in
Townsville have to do with the Victorian Parliament
and the management of the dispute on the Victorian
waterfront. I ask you to advise the honourable member
to be more relevant in his contribution.
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! I cannot
uphold the point of order at this time. The issue of
waterfront reform in the motion is general; it is not
specific to Victoria, although the motion mentions
'Victorian citizens to gather in a peaceful assembly'. I
believe Mr Katsambanis is within his rights to canvass
waterfront reform nationwide in his comments.
However, at the same time I believe he may be wise to
get back directly to some of the other issues in question.
He has made sufficient comment on the current point
about the rights of people to undertake their normal
work.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - Generally, my
own observation of the protests is that they have been
peaceful; yet there have been instances of violence. One
specific instance of violence was reported in
Townsville where a truck driver was savagely bashed
by three people who were identified by a witness in the
Townsville Bulletin of 14 April as two sacked Patrick
wharfies; the third member of the group was a local
boxer. I have been subsequently informed that three
people have been charged in relation to that offence.
I am trying to make the connection between the beating
in Townsville and the fact that truck drivers have
contacted my office saying they feel intimidated and
fear for their personal safety and the safety of their
families because they dare to undertake the lawful
activity of going about their own business, fulfilling
their contractual employee rights and obligations and
attempting to earn an honest living for themselves and
their families. That is a shame and brings total discredit
not only to the Maritime Union of Australia but also to
the entire trade union movement and the Labor Party
which supports the MUA in those sorts of activities.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - And will continue to
support them.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - A lot has been
made about what has been described as asset -stripping
devices.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - What would you call itbottom of the harbour?
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBA.~S - I have the utmost
faith and respect in our justice system, as I have
mentioned on many occasions both inside and outside
the chamber. There is a very large body of corporate
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law in this country, and the rightful place for
decisions - if they are disputed - on corporate
structure is the courts of Australia. I know of a current
dispute that has not been fmally settled, and I do not
want to prejudice the outcome of that dispute in any
way. However, I draw the attention of the house to
comments made in the editorial of today's Australian
Financial Review that the temporary orders made by
Justice North yesterday in the Federal Court were
unpractical, unworkable and unenforceable.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Giving the blokes their jobs
back?
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - The editorial
makes the point that instead of dealing with a solvent
company Patrick has been forced to deal with insolvent
companies, and that this is where the problems begin.
In the fullness of time the waterfront issue will be
resolved. I believe every Australian - including
corporations - has the right to act within the
boundaries of the law. If they are found to act outside
the boundaries of the law the consequences will follow.
Many corporate consequences would follow; there are
very strict corporate governance provisions contained
in our Corporations Law, our stock exchange listing
requirements and embodied in the entire interpretation
of those laws as well as the common law in relation to
Australian corporations. In the fullness of time those
issues will be resolved.

I do not countenance in any way illegality. Unlike some
members on the other side of the house, I have a
consistent record on this issue. I abhor all illegality; I
just wish some people on the other side would abhor
the illegality of people blatantly disregarding the
decision of a justice of the Victorian Supreme Court.
For these reasons I cannot in any way support
Mr Power's motion. Clearly by omission and by
reading the motion in the context of the current dispute
rather than wrapping it up in some sort of motherhood
and apple-pie notions that Mr Power tried to dress it up
in, the motion is unworkable. For over a decade now
we have seen attempts at waterfront reform which, as
both my colleague Mr Philip Davis and I outlined
earlier, are crucial to the wellbeing and standard of
living of every Australian. Yet at every opportunity and
at every stage there has been one impediment to
waterfront reform taking place: the Maritime Union of
Australia While the union continues to demand
monopoly privileges and cushy deals between union
members and their Labor mates, and while they
continue to hold Australians to ransom like they held
Australians to ransom even at wartime in the past - Hon. D. A. Nardella - What, with Pig Iron Bob?
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Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - They do not
deseIVe to be treated as innocent parties. The MUA is
guilty when it comes to the failure of waterfront reform
in Australia I call on the legitimate members of the
Maritime Union of Australia, and all other trade union
members, to note that over the past decade or so the
majority of Australian employees have realised that
their best interests, both individually and collectively,
are seIVed when they work together with their
employers to grow their employers' businesses and
ensure that they enjoy all the benefits that employment
can confer. That has happened in nearly every other
sector of Australian industry - except for one, the
waterfront, which is controlled by the Maritime Union
of Australia That is why the union does not come to
the table with clean hands.
There can be no proper partnership between employers
and employees on the waterfront if it is predicated on
the Maritime Union of Australia maintaining its
monopoly privileges and rorts. Unless the union comes
to that realisation, this country's international trade
performance will continue to go backwards - and the
people largely responsible for that will be the wharf
workers who are members of the MUA.
As Mr Davis said, I hope there is a speedy resolution to
the issue. More importantly, any resolution should meet
the general interest of the entire Australian community,
not the interests of the MUA, its members and its Labor
Party mates.

Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I am
pleased to speak in support of this motion and against
the amendment. There is a lot of concern throughout
the community that our basic social framework is being
eroded and that some employers want to turn us into a
Third World country with Third World working
conditions. The dispute is not just about the waterfront;
it is about all workers' rights and conditions. In 1983 on
the island ofNegros in the Philippines Father Brian
Gore, an Australian priest, was gaoled on a trumped-up
charge of multiple murder. In 1981, Pope John Paul IT
visited Negros.
Hon. D. McL. Davis - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, we had a discussion on an earlier
point of order about the relevance of a reference to
ports elsewhere in Australia Although the dispute is
clearly international in scope, with its links to the
International Transport Federation and events in
London, what happened on the island ofNegros in
1981 is certainly stretching the boundaries.

The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! I do not
uphold the point of order at this time. It is fair to allow
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Mrs McLean to continue the comment she is about to
make. Mr Davis is right in saying the house has
canvassed international issues to some extent. I am sure
Mrs McLean will relate her remarks to the motion in
due course.

Hon. JEAN McLEAN - When Pope John Paul IT
visited Negros in 1981 he saw the shocking conditions
the sugar workers were forced to endure. He also saw
peasants being forced off their land so the sugar barons
could enlarge their plantations. At that time he spoke
out strongly about the rights of workers to organise. At
page 81 of his encyclical On Human Work Pope John
Paul IT said:
All these rights, together with the need for the workers
themselves to secure them, give rise to another right: the right
of association, that is to form associations for the purpose of
defending the vital interests of those employed in the various
professions. These associations are called labour or trade
unions. The vital interests of the workers are to a certain
extent common for all of them; at the same time, however,
each type of work, each profession, has its own specific
character which should find a particular reflection in these
organisations.

In SUpporting the workers and their families Father
Gore attracted the ire of the Sugar Planters Federation,
which is the Philippines equivalent of the National
Farmers Federation. The Sugar Planters Federation had
a private army of black-garbed goons who intimidated,
bashed and often murdered anyone who dared to
demand decent working conditions. Its goons also
masked their faces so they could not be identified.

First, they gaoled Father Gore for eight days for
incitement. When he insisted on continuing to support
the workers they engineered a multiple murder charge
against him. There were worldwide protests against the
tactics of the Sugar Planters Federation, and the MUA
boycotted Philippine ships for 24 hours. That principled
stand had a definitive impact on the Marcos
dictatorship. Father Gore was fmally released and all
the trumped-up charges against him were dropped,
thanks to his courage and the support he got from
unions and, later, governments around the world, most
notably in Australia.
I visited Negros shortly after Brian Gore was released
and I saw the horrendous conditions of the sugar
workers. I met the sugar workers union organisers and
their families, and I wjtnessed the fear and intimidation
they were subjected to. I discussed our unions with
them., including our employees' right to freely associate
with the registered organisations of their choice and our
right to peaceful assembly. We discussed the former
arbitration commission, which acted as an umpire when
disagreements could not be solved amicably -
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something we no longer have. I thought how fortunate
Australians were to have won those rights, and I
shuddered at the thought of private annies working for
bosses to deny workers natural justice. I believed
absolutely it could never happen here. However, when I
saw the images of black-garbed men with balaclavas
and huge dogs forcing workers off their jobs and
locking them out under the cover of darkness all around
Australia, I realised it could and did happen here.
I am proud to have been down at the docks for many
hours over the past couple of weeks in support of the
members of the MUA and their families. I will continue
to go down there, even ifMr Justice Beach has made
me a proscribed person - along with every other
citizen who does so, including the press and
photographers - because I know that ifPatrick, the
National Farmers Federation and Mr Reith, the federal
Minister for Workplace Relations, get away with their
disgraceful subterfuge in setting up shonky
employment companies to rob workers of their rights,
we will go down the same track as the Philippines,
something that I hope all members would deplore.
The attempt to train Australian military personnel in
Dubai adds to our realisation that the NFF and Patrick,
with the support of the federal government, will go to
any lengths, however dishonest, to destroy the union
movement in this country. Prime Minister Howard and
Mr Reith have admitted that Patrick sacked its workers
because they belonged to a union.
Regardless of what governments think, such activities
are not acceptable in any democratic society. At
paragraph 15 of his judgment, Mr Justice North states:
Next, the court balances the interests of the parties to
detennine whether orders should be made. Some of the
considerations are:
(a) section 298K(1) of the Workplace Relations Act gives an
important protection of the individual rights of employees to
belong to a union if they choose. The court should perhaps
be more ready to protect such rights than merely financial
interests.

Minister Reith constantly denies that the action on the
docks signals the way other unionists will be treated.
But, for obvious reasons, most people do not believe
him. In the Australian Financial Review last weekend
an interesting article headed 'Outsourcing: the hidden
way business' states:
The sackings were calculated, ruthless, In the dead of night,
management sent couriers to workers homes bearing
retrenchment notices and redundancy cheques: thanks very
much, don't turn up Monday. With military precision, it
dismissed an entire staff and outsourced their jobs.
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Not Panick last week, but KelIogg three years agocoincidentally at Botany, not far from the stevedore's main
Sydney tenninal.
Outsourcing has been the hidden face of union busting in the
1990s.

The press clearly understands the wider implications
created by the actions ofPatrick and the federal
government's partisan support. We should all be
concerned at the divisive nature of this confrontation. In
the early hours oflast Saturday thousands of Victorians
linked arms in front of the East Swan son Dock.
Hon. Bill Forwood - You were there, in the front
row.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Along with thousands of
unionists, business people, footballers, artists,
politicians - and even Rex Hunt! He supports the
rights of workers.
Hon. D. McL. Davis - He was there fishing!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - A large contingent of
police confronted us.
Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! The Chair
has consistently applied the rules and standing orders
relating to constant interjections that disrupt
contributions being made by members, and it will
continue to do so. I ask those intetjecting to desist.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - A large contingent of
police confronted us. We stood our ground and the
Victoria police acted responsibly despite the urgings of
the Patrick people to move us. After about three hours
of stand-off, they left. We will win the struggle. No
amount of injustice or threats of gaol will stop us.
When a law is unjust, people are right to break it.
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - I shall
make a brief contribution to the debate on the motion
concerning waterfront reform moved by Mr Power and
on the reasoned amendment moved by Mr Phi lip Davis.
However, before I commence, as my colleague Philip
Davis said, I too am disappointed that Mr Power may
not be with us in the house after the next election. His
contribution today, as have been many of his
contributions in the house, has been measured. The
quality of his contribution and his views has been
unsurpassed by his colleagues. For the life of me, as a
person who represents a large rural electorate, I cannot
understand how a person of his calibre will not have the
opportunity to be in this house after the next election.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Hear, hear!
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Hon. B. W. BISHOP - I support the reasoned
amendment moved by Phi lip Davis. I will stick to
practical views during my contribution to the debate
because, without being too clever, the reasoned
amendment covers what all Australians want. It is
sometimes a pity that in this house - and I guess it is
the nature of the business of the house - we indulge in
a clever lot of motions and amendments. We go
through a lot of point scoring.
Perhaps the subject matter of this debate has become
confused I am not confused in one respect because I
expect the Labor Party to be driven by the unions; we
all expect that and there can be no argument on that
fact. I expect the Labor Party to posture and carry on
about reforms with which the unions disagree. Given
the contributions the house has heard so far, with the
exception ofMr Power's contribution, it is a pity we
could not return to the subject of port reform - the
core issue when this debate commenced
Some honourable members will consider my
contribution to be a little even-handed, but that does not
weaken the government's resolve on port reform. I am
sure all honourable members support the thrust of the
reasoned amendment, but today we are talking about
the mechanisms of port reform. Every honourable
member who has spoken today supports port reform.
From 1989 I was involved in the Waterside Industry
Reform Authority (WIRA) reforms in the bulk grain
industry. The reforms were not easily achieved but they
have been successful. As I understand it, the Maritime
Union of Australia has been invited to follow the path
taken by those particular industry reforms during those
years, which have resulted in substantial savings. That
reform occurred across a range of unions; even though
the process was a little unwieldy, it was highly
successful. That has not happened with the MUA in this
dispute, particularly in the management of container
areas.
There is plenty of will to reform our ports from people
who use our wharves for the handling of imports and
exports. Perhaps I can be accused of looking at things
far too simplistically, but I cannot understand why
unions would not support that kind of reform. When I
used to operate my farm I tried to run it in a sustainable
way. There was little point in my making a killing for a
couple of years and then finding, in the following years,
that that sustainability was unavailable. A similar
principle applies with port reform.
Port reform has been sought many times by many
people. The simplest way to test any situation has been
to make comparisons. I did that on my farm. I would do

one thing, my neighbour did another thing. At the end
of, say, three years we compared notes. It did not matter
whether we were growing fat lambs, wool, barley or
peas because at the end of the day, if he did better I
would say, 'You're right, that is what I should do, too'.
That is what the world is about. It is about comparison
and open access to whatever we might want to do in
our work practices. That is my simplistic view of the
debate. However, each time this concept has been
raised with the union movement there has been strong
resistance to comparison and applying particular
efficiencies on our waterfront. Things have changed a
bit! Although there was resistance, the federal
government put a legislative framework in place, with
the support of the Democrats in the Senate, one of
whom is a star recruit for the l..abor Party!
Cooperative measures may have worked in times past,
but we now have a legislative structure to test work
practices on the wharves. Many commentators have
concentrated on the remuneration paid to people
working on the wharves, on the rorts and those sorts of
things. They are easy arguments to run. Having been an
agri-politician for 20-odd years and having been in this
house for a number of years I find there is nothing
easier than a bit ofwharfie bashing! However, no
matter which side you are on it does not gain a thing. I
refuse to enter into that sort of argument. I suspect that
at the end of the day that is not the issue. It has nothing
to do with it. The issue is one of productivity and
sensible and practical port reforms with the cooperation
of all players. That is exactly what is contained in the
amendment moved by Mr Phillip Davis. It is in the best
interests of the general community. We all live in the
general community and its best interests are
underpinned by and protected by legislation, rules and
regulations.
We expect the people involved in the dispute to abide
by the law of the land I understand the legislation put
in place by the federal government provides for access
to our ports. I am treating this in a very simplistic way
and I am not arguing the technical and legal aspects of
the matter. This morning we heard a discussion about
peaceful gatherings of people. I do not believe anyone
is against that. However, if a peaceful gathering welds
together steel railway girders for I am not sure what
purpose, but, I suspect, to block wharf access, that does
not encourage peacefulness. I invite the MUA to
'unweld' those girders and grant access to those who
wish to enter the port .

Hon. D. A. Nardella - To take their jobs!
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Hon. B. W. BISHOP - Like all Australians do,
MrNardella
Hon. D. A. N ardella - So somebody can come in
and take you job?

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. B. W. BISHOP - I am delighted to respond
to the interjection. Obviously any of our jobs are open
to challenge. We understand and accept that situation.
Mr Nardella gave me the perfect opportunity to point
out that one of the opposition's best performers in this
house was faced with the situation you are talking
about. However, I am talking about something
different. I suggest there should not be any problem
because the legal structure is there to allow another
company to establish itself on the waterfront and to
compete.
Hon. D. A. Nardella -It is not competing!
Hon. B. W. BISHOP - It is competing! We all
compete whether it be in sport, business or in other
areas. Regardless of whether you wish to attend a
function, another place of work or work on the wharf,
you should be able to gain access. With the current
legal structures I believe access should be granted
cooperatively. However, that is not accepted by the
MUA. It has not accepted the reform process that has
gone on on the wharves in the past. I could highlight
many examples.
Mr Nardella talked about job losses but I can talk about
sustainability. Obviously, he does not understand the
term sustainability in an agriCUltural sense, but I believe
the same principles apply. Ifwe are all prepared to
work together - it is clear that that is not the view of
the MUA - sustainability on the waterfront will mean
creating more employment and job security by the right
means as we move into the future.
The people I represent are involved in broad-acre
farming, horticulture, viticulture and growing wool,
lambs and beef as well as manufacturing. Although
Australia has a relatively small population, it is a great
trading nation and it relies on getting its products to
market. For example, 80 per cent of our grain products
are sold on the overseas market. We rely on getting the
products out and imports in regardless of whether we
are involved with agriculture or manufacturing.
You cannot put a fence around Australia today. We live
in a global community and we have tough competition.
It does not matter whether we are manufacturers or
producers we need to accept world's best practice. If
we do not have that we will not be able to compete
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against our international competitors. Research dictates
what we need to do. We need to spend money to bring
our practices up to standard and to test new varieties
and new methods. Sometimes it is expensive, but for
the long-term sustainability of our industry and our
country that is the way to go.
The constituents I represent are today market driven.
That was not the case years ago when they were
production driven. They learned their lessons. If the
world wants a product they grow it and get it to them in
the best order using world's best practice. We cannot
compete unless world's best practice applies right
throughout the chain, from the paddock to the plate.
There is a responsibility for all Australians to take on
world's best practice.
It will enable us to compete against all corners,
wherever they may be in the world Why not test the
system and allow the access that people are seeking?
That is commonsense. Because there is no level playing
field on the wharves, there are no comparisons to work
by. When people do not allow me to make comparisons
I become suspicious and ask myself why I cannot get in
to test the system. There is nothing to fear in allowing
another company to have access to the wharves. That is
what we should be talking about, rather than trying to
score political points. Australia's producers and
manufacturers will do better if that access is granted and, no doubt, the whole country will benefit. As well,
workers will do better - I mix with them as much as I
mix with anybody else - because their employment
will be sustainable.

Whenever I meet school students I am reminded that in
their working lives they are likely to change their jobs
four or five times, which to me is some measure of our
need to compete with the rest of the world. I wonder
what rank-and-file unionists think about that. I read the
media reports about the actions the hard-line leadership
is taking, but I wonder what the rank and file feel. I
invite the members of the MUA to join in the reform
process because it is in their best interests. I urge all the
players to obey the law of the land because in our
society that is crucial.
What is the problem with a new entrant being allowed
to have a go? That has been a trait of ours ever since we
settled this land There has ~ talk about training and
safety issues, which must be addressed, but given the
publicity the dispute has generated I am sure any new
entrant would ensure it had the best-trained and most
safety-conscious employees one could ever find. The
new company should be given access as a matter of
principle. It should obey the law, and if it does not
succeed and the MUA is right, so be it. However, if it
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succeeds in capturing a share of the market and injects
competition and speeds up workplace reform on the
waterfront, it should be supported. That is what this
great country of ours has been built on over the years,
and that is what we should continue to do.

Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - I
acknowledge the contribution ofMr Bishop because he
approached the debate based on his experience, which
is to be valued. Although I disagree with him on many
points, I hope he listens to my contribution in the
context in which I make it. The issue has a lot to do
with the progressive history of Victoria If there is any
life left in small-l liberalism, the Liberal Party, as well
as my party, has inherited a tradition of individual
freedom. Despite that, some members still cannot resist
casting everything in the economic rationalist mould,
treating people only as commodities.
I went to the docks at 12 0' clock last Friday night after
the granting of the first injunction that took away the
ability of the MUA members who were named to act in
certain ways without being deemed to be in contempt
of court. I believed the case they took to the Federal
Court, which argued that the sackings were illegal and
the result of a conspiracy, had a sound basis. I also
believed Patrick and others were delaying that action in
the hope of achieving a fait accompli and taking over
their jobs at the ports so that any later decision in the
union's favour would be simply academic. It was a
brutal action against the rights of workers, and I felt the
tactics the company used had raised the stakes.
I was apprehensive when I arrived. I found myself in
dimly lit, unfamiliar industrial surroundings, along with
about 1500 others. As I moved forward I could sense
people's resolve and their respect for each other. If I
unintentionally bumped into someone in the crowd,
others would put out a hand and say, 'It's all right', and
direct me to where I needed to go. There was an
atmosphere of respect and cooperation that one had to
be there to appreciate. Unionists were not the only ones
at the docks; many others were there in response to
what they sensed was a clear case of injustice. The
unintended result of the injunction broadened the
dispute to include people of conscience who felt they
could not stand by and let things happen.
Many of the people with whom I spoke were not
members of the MUA, the union movement or the
Labor Party. They were from the churches and other
organisations, and they were there because they
believed the issue was of the upmost importance
because it affected the rights of individuals. It was like
being among one of the best football crowds where one
can enjoy people's sense of humour as well as their
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sense of purpose. For example, when the cameras were
pointed at them some people responded immediately by
drawing the ABC sign we so often see on the television
to show that workers on a picket line could also be part
of that activity. On occasion the humour transmitted
itself to the police officers and the police command,
who were in a sensitive situation. When the police lined
up in front of the gathering they were not in a good
position because they had cars at their backs. An unruly
crowd could have made it difficult for them. However,
the police appreciated the crowd's discipline and its
peaceful participation in the picket line.
I commend the police and the police command on their
good sense and understanding while performing their
duty. They were not dealing with thugs; they were
dealing with fellow Victorians and Australians who
were there for a cause. It makes me angry when people
try to put a spin on the dispute, describing decent
people as violent thugs just to maximise the media
response and enrage others.
I can state categorically that that was not the case.
These were people of decency and conscience. The
atmosphere at the gathering of 3500 people was
something I have never before experienced. You have
to have been there to appreciate it; it is impossible to
describe. It was a difficult situation, particularly for
people like ourselves who occupy privileged positions
in the community. A judgment had to be made between
upholding the law and standing up for what you
perceive to be the correct overall moral position. I
equate the situation to the civil disobedience that
occurred at the time of the Vietnam conflict when
ordinary people had to make judgment based on what
was important for their future and that of their children
about the involvement of Australia in the conflict. An
unintended consequence of the attack on the union was
the broadening of the dispute from a union issue to a
community issue. That broadening subtly changed the
leadership of the dispute because it involved more
people with a stake in its settlement. People understood
that if the sackings were allowed to happen, down the
track there was a good chance that competitive rates of
pay of $8 an hour would be paid and that, as happened
in the United States, they would lose the ability to
collectively bargain for sufficient rewards for their
labour to allow them and their families to live at a
reasonable standard
The salaries of the trade unionists in this instance are
high compared with those in other industries. That is
not a reason to denigrate them for what they have
gained in their operations at the wharf as a result of
their collective action. The players opposed to the
union, who based their attacks on a crucial
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misunderstanding and total lack of appreciation of
community reaction, believed that by conducting this
military-like operation with all its interconnecting parts
they could achieve the required result. They did not
count on the wild card that people in the community
would perceive the inhumanity of the operation and
would of their own volition choose to be present. There
were in the end too many people for the police to take
action against and the dispute continued. All
honourable members know what happened next. There
was a more severe injunction; it was an all-embracing
injunction by Mr Justice Beach, which made it a serious
offence of contempt of court for any citizen to take any
part in the demonstration, whether that person was a
church member, a member of parliament or an ordinary
citizen. That injunction flew in the face of what has
been a progressive tradition for Victorians who, in the
past, looked askance at the kind of regime associated
with former Queensland Premier, Mr Bjelke-Petersen.
The injunction stunned people.
On Monday night, after tIying to get legal advice that
proved too difficult to obtain, I thought, 'The more the
merrier', so I went. The dimension of the crowd had
expanded. People who had little connection with the
MUA and little connection with industrial disputes
were there. They realised the stakes bad been raised to
such an extent that they needed to participate. The
crowd had changed. It was still a very sober and
peaceful crowd It is difficult to single out any
particular leadership of the gathering because it was so
collective, but Leigh Hubbard stood out because of his
rapport with the people present and his understanding
of community and union activities. Some honourable
members will recall that he played a key role in a
comparatively local dispute involving the Fitzroy pool.
Leigh Hubbard had a sense of how to talk to people at
their level, not just union talk but in a very
conversational and straightforward way.
As has been reported, some people felt so respectful of
the law that in no way would they come within
200 metres of the wharf. The tugboats crews were
reported to have said they would no longer be able to
bring any ships within 200 metres of the wharf because
of the far-reaching nature of the injunction. That
decision was respected by the gathering. The ridiculous
nature of the implementation of the injunction was
apparent to police themselves, because they did
nothing. The police needed to obtain legal advice about
the scope of the injunction because if somebody were to
be injured they had to know whether they stood on
sound ground if any legal action ensued.

Then came the Federal Court decision of
Mr Justice Tony North. All honourable members have
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read that and I will not spend a long time on it. It is
clear that Mr Justice North said it was arguable that
Patrick had breached the Workplace Relations Act by
putting in place a structure to make it easier to dismiss
the whole union work force. He recognised that Patrick
had a serious case to answer, including a case of
conspiracy, although he stopped short of naming who
the conspirators might be. That is information yet to see
the light of day that could have serious ramifications for
some fairly high profile people in this country.
David Edwards ofVECCI took a commonsense
position when he stated that Victoria needs legislation
that provides maximum protection for employees.
Restructuring of corporations should not be a strategy
to overcome legal requirements to payout employee
entitlements. Victorians understand that the stakes of
this exercise are too high and are beginning to impinge
on a number of other factors of importance to the good
governance and operation of this country in both the
private and government sectors. I note partly in
response to some of the measured comments of
Mr Bishop that we are seeing that ordinary farmers are
beginning to question where they are being led by the
organisation which purports to represent them and
which is embarking on this venture.
HoD. D. McL. Davis - That is not true.
HoD. B. T. PULLEN - I believe it is true. I would
be interested to examine that further, because I have
had grassroots contact with farmers. I have
endeavoured to keep in contact with the farming
community, partly because of Landcare and the good
relations I had with a number of people on the land
during my time at the conservation ministry. I believe
some farmers are quite puzzled about where the
influential and well-heeled sections of the farming
movement are leading them in this dispute. Much
healthy debate and information will come out of this
dispute. It will be interesting to observe whether the
Prime Minister will respect the ruling of the Federal
Court and the role he will continue to play in support of
Patrick and others in the face of that ruling. I ask
members of the Liberal Party to think about the
importance of Victoria's tradition as a state built on the
ethical rights of individuals and Victorians as a whole
and to think about the impact of the message being sent
to Victorians by the treatment of people in this fashion.
The attempt to put a spin on things to isolate and make
a scapegoat of the MUA has patently failed because
people in this state and beyond are intelligent enough to
understand the depth of the issues. One union member
said to me, 'This has brought us together as unionists in
a way we were obviously incapable of achieving

BUILDING (AMENDMENl) BILL
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ourselves'. I have never before felt that mood. I moved
from feeling anxious and uncertain to feeling privileged
to have been part of the gathering that night.
I close by referring to the amendment that has been
moved to Mr Power's motion. We cannot support the
amendment because by default it negates essential parts
of my colleague's motion. Ifwe agreed to the
amendment we would be negating the right of
Victorian citizens to gather in peaceful assembly andespecially in light of this dispute - agreeing to
companies using contrived asset-stripping devices to
avoid their legal responsibilities to their employees.
That cannot be escaped by the removal of all the words
after 'That this house' so members opposite do not feel
they have to vote against paragraphs (b), (c) and (d). I
make it absolutely clear to those who do Dot understand
that if they vote for the amendment they will be voting
against the right of Victorian citizens to gather in
peaceful assembly, and they will not be rejecting
companies using contrived asset-stripping devices to
avoid their legal responsibilities to their employees.
That would be a step back from the remaining
worthwhile traditions of the Victorian Liberal Party and
the position that obtained under previous Liberal
governments.
House divided on omission (members in favour vote no):

Ayes. 8
Gould,Miss
Hogg,Mrs
MeLean,Mrs
Nardella, Mr (Tel/er)

Power, Mr (Tel/er)
Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr

Noes, 29
Asher,Ms
Ashman, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Bowden, Mr (Teller)
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr
Forwood, Mr

Furletti, Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles, Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell, Mrs

Ross, Dr
Smith,Mr
Smith,Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Dr (Teller)
Wilding, Mrs

Pairs
Eren, Mr
Nguyen,Mr

Omission agreed to.

Varty,Mrs
Boardman, Mr
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House divided on insertion:

Ayes, 29
Asher, Ms
Ashman, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover, Mr (Teller)
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr
Forwood,Mr

Furletti, Mr
Hallam, Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs

Ross, Dr (Teller)
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Dr
Wilding, Mrs

Noes, 8
Gould, Miss
Hogg, Mrs (Teller)
MeLean,Mrs
Nardella, Mr

Power, Mr
Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole, Mr (Teller)

Pairs
Boardman, Mr
Varty, Mrs

Nguyen,Mr
Eren, Mr

Insertion agreed to.
Amended motion agreed to.
Sitting suspended 1.05 p.m. until 2. 06 p.m.

BUILDING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The introduction of the Building Act 1993 brought in a
significant cultural shift in the way the building permit
system in this state operates. The ending of the council
monopoly on building permit services and the
complementary reforms to liability laws have drawn
interest and favourable comment from around Australia
and indeed overseas.
We cannot, of course, allow ourselves to be lulled into
thinking that the job has been done and that we can
afford to shift our focus elsewhere. We cannot ignore
the real world experiences that determine how this
important piece of legislation actually works in
practice. It is for these reasons that my colleague gave a
commitment when the legislation was introduced to
maintain a constant oversight on the operations of the
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act and bring in amendments as they were found to be
necessary.

Role of council in the provision of building permit
services

The introduction of the bill is consistent with that
undertaking and brings together several amendments
which are designed to further improve the operation of
the act and to conftrm certain matters.

The Building Act 1993 introduced private sector
competition in the provision of building permits
services. At the same time it maintained the council's
traditional public interest role in enforcing requirements
relating to public safety in buildings and controls over
illegal building work.

Delegation by the Building Practitioners Board
To further streamline the operations of the Building
Practitioners Board (BPB) an explicit provision is
proposed to be included in the act to allow the BPB to
delegate its power of registration to the registrar for the
processing of straightforward applications. The
delegation would be at the discretion of the BPB and
under such conditions as it determines.

To provide the councils with greater flexibility in their
resourcing of the building control function it is
proposed to insert a new section 216A to give councils
the ability to opt out of providing building permit
services for non-domestic building work subject to the
consent of the minister.

Powers of entry into existing buildings
Building Administration Fund
To streamline the process for building practitioners and
the other stakeholders, it is proposed that the
commission be able to enter into an arrangement or
agreement with any person or body to act as its agent in
the canying out of its functions in relation to the
administration of the fund. Initially this power will be
used to enable annual registration fees to be collected
by insurers on behalf of their building practitioner
clients at the time they renew their insurance.
To provide the means for that to occur, it is proposed
that the act be further amended by substituting the
Building Administration Fund for the Building
Practitioners Board as the recipient of building
practitioner annual registration fees.

Chairperson of Building Advisory Council
The Building Advisory Council (BAC) is a senior,
industry-based advisory group appointed by the
Minister for Planning and Local Government under
section 207 of the Building Act 1993. Its role, as
defined in section 208, is to advise the minister on the
administration of the Building Act 1993 and the
regulations, the impact on the building regulations
system established by the act and regulations made
under any other act, issues relating to the building
permit levy and any matter referred to it by the minister.
To enhance the role of the BAC as an independent
source of advice it is proposed that the BAC be chaired
by an independent person appointed by the minister
with the commissioner remaining as an ordinary
member. A transitional arrangement will be provided to
take into account the change of membership and ensure
continuity of the terms of the existing members of the
BAC.

An issue was raised by solicitors for the Building
Control Commission concerning the power of entry
provisions of section 229 of the Building Act if
permission to enter premises was denied. In these
circumstances unless an offence is suspected on
reasonable grounds, a search warrant would not be
available under section 231 of the act Legal advice
suggests that it would be prudent to clarify such powers
in the act.

Certificates from prescribed building practitioners
Under section 23 8( 1) of the Building Act 1993 a
municipal building surveyor or private building
surveyor in canying out a function under the act or the
regulations may rely on a certificate by a registered
building practitioner in a prescribed category or class of
practitioners that proposed building work or building
work complies with any provision of the act or the
regulations. Under section 128 of the Building Act a
certificate gives the relevant building surveyor
complete immunity if the certificate has been accepted
in good faith.
It is intended to amend the building regulations to better
define the circumstances under which certificates for
completed building work may be issued by prescribed
building practitioners to limit the potential for their
misuse.

Certificate of compliance for essential services in
existing buildings

In keeping with modern developments, the Building
Regulations 1994, through the adoption of the Building
Code of Australia (BCA96), are now essentially
performance based and allow greater flexibility in the
design and construction of buildings. The BCA96
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allows for the greater use of active fIre protection
systems such as sprinklers and smoke exhaust systems
in lieu of passive elements such as fire walls and other
construction elements thus relying more heavily on
maintenance for their ongoing efficiency.

seriousness of the offence or the level of consumer
detriment. The offence can range from the significant,
such as failure to disclose the correct interest rate, to the
trivial- for example, failure to include the date in the
contract in the appropriate place.

To support the council in carrying its statutory
enforcement role over existing buildings it is proposed
that the building regulations be amended to introduce a
new certificate. The purpose of the certifIcate is to
ensure that essential services are in fact being
maintained as required by the occupancy permit. This
amendment to section 261 will enable such regulations
to be made.

This automatic forfeiture of credit charges can have
unintended harsh consequences for credit providers
where there have been minor technical breaches of the
act which have not disadvantaged debtors. These
consequences can be particularly serious where such
technical errors have been found to be common to
thousands of contracts entered into by a single credit
provider.

These amendments recognise that the Building
Act 1993 is subject to a review under the competition
code agreement later this year. For this reason a number
of other suggested amendments with an impact on
competition have not been able to be considered at this
time.

It is for this reason that the bill seeks to expedite the
civil penalties procedures to enable the Credit Tribunal
to reinstate some or all of the credit charges where there
has been a minor error. 'A minor error' is defmed under
the bill as a contravention or failure to comply with the
act which in the view of the tribunal is unlikely to
disadvantage the debtors concerned in any significant
respect.

Amendment to section 31 of the Docklands
Authority Act 1991

The bill also includes amendments to section 31 of the
Docklands Authority Act. Section 31 deals with the
administration and enforcement of the Building Act
within the Docklands area. The amendments are
designed to improve the operation of section 31.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jika Jika).

Debate adjourned until next day.

CREDIT (AMENDl\1ENT) BILL
Second reading

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The basic principle underpinning the Credit Act 1984
(the act) is truth in lending. This is achieved through
prescriptive disclosure requirements for all contracts
regulated by the act. Failure to comply with these
requirements gives rise to both criminal and civil
penalties.
The civil penalty imposed on a credit provider who
contravenes the act is automatic loss of the credit
charge on the defective contract, regardless of the

Currently where a credit provider has contravened the
act, the act requires the credit provider to apply to the
Credit Tribunal under sections 85 and 86 for an order to
recover some or all of the credit charges. This involves
a full hearing process which requires notification to all
affected debtors.
Under the new process proposed by the bill, the tribunal
can deal with the application in the first instance
without requiring notification of the debtors. However,
the Director of the Office of Fair Trading and Business
Affairs must be notified. If the tribunal is satisfied that
all the breaches to which the application relates are
minor errors and ought reasonably to be excused, the
tribunal may make a determination that credit charges
are to be restored in full. In deciding whether minor
errors ought to be excused, the tribunal will consider all
relevant circumstances, including the conduct of the
credit provider in relation to compliance. If the tribunal
decides not to excuse the errors, the application is dealt
with in the normal fashion, that is, the trIbunal must
order that notice of the application be given to the
debtors concerned.
The proposed amendments are consistent with similar
provisions in the New South Wales, Queensland and
Western Australian credit acts and are supported by
credit providers, the Australian Bankers Association
and the Credit Tribunal of Victoria
There are significant safeguards in the bill to ensure the
protection of debtors. First, the Credit Tribunal must be
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satisfied that the breach was in fact a minor error. It is
the tribunal which makes the fmal judgment as to
whether an error is minor and whether it should be
excused, not the credit provider. Secondly, the Director
of the Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs
would be notified of a minor error application and
therefore has the opportunity to intervene in the
proceedings in the public interest. Finally, an individual
debtor can raise a minor error as one of the grounds on
which he or she makes a section 146 application to the
tribunal to reopen an unjust contract.
The proposed amendments will only affect pre-1996
contracts entered into under the Credit Act 1984 prior
to the introduction of the Consumer Credit Code. All
contracts entered into after 1 November 1996 are
covered by the Consumer Credit Code.
The proposed amendments will expedite the procedures
for dealing with trivial, technical errors which do not
involve key financial information and which can occur
as a common error in a large number of contracts. They
will result in substantial cost savings for both credit
providers and the tribunal, not only in fmancial terms
but in terms of personnel engaged and hearing days
occupied, by not having to undergo a full hearing
process. The bill will also ensure that a substantially
similar legislative environment exists for minor error
matters in the four major Credit Act jurisdictions in
Australia
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
(.nka J"lka) on motion of Hon. Pat Power.
Debate adjourned until next day.

TRANSPORT ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 8 April; motion of
Hon. G. R CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - My contribution
to the debate on the Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill,
which the opposition does not oppose, will be brief
The government is seeking to use one bill to change
three separate and distinct parts of our transport
administration. Firstly, the bill changes the National
Rail Corporation Act by removing a provision that
prevents the National Rail Corporation from providing
intrastate rail services. The removal of the provision
will allow the corporation to provide freight services
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within Victoria as well as between the states in line
with long-established practice.
The second-reading speech says the restriction on the
NRC operating intrastate freight services is being
eliminated to apply competition policy to the Victorian
rail freight business to benefit all the consumers who
use rail freight. As I said, the opposition does not
oppose the removal of that provision.
The NRC has three shareholders under an agreement
that has enabled it to operate unencumbered during the
establishment period. The federal government has said
it no longer wishes the NRC to be in government
ownership and will therefore sell it. To achieve that the
federal government must get the agreement of all
shareholders.
It is apparent from the second-reading speech that the
federal government has the agreement and compliance
of the Victorian government, but that makes only two
of the three aspects that are required. Many outstanding
issues will have to be addressed before the National
Rail Corporation can be privatised in line with the
wishes of the federal government.
Although the bill does not in the strictest technical
sense seem to be a necessary prerequisite for
privatisation, the Victorian government is signalling its
intention to sell off shares and is making this
pre-emptive change to the legislation now covering the
NRC. The Victorian government has announced its
intention to privatise all public transport services in the
state and has indicated the first target will be V!Line
passenger and freight services. The privatisation of
country freight services, whether at the national or state
levels, is fraught with organisational difficulties. The
tragic event that resulted when one system was initiated
in Victoria and a different system initiated in another
state could be repeated given the government's same
kind of stop-start approach to privatisation.
The bill will enable the National Rail Corporation to
enter the Victorian country freight rail business and to
compete with V!Line Freight. The opposition
understands that the government intends to restructure
the Victorian rail freight industry. However, instead of
adopting the Hilmer reform proposals that the federal
government used to justify the sale of the NRC and
relying on the Hilmer-based institutional changes in the
Victorian rail freight industry, the government has
agreed to arrangements that are likely to lead to the
establishment of a monopoly.
The bill removes the restriction that has prohibited the
NRC from operating in Victoria As I said, the measure
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will allow the NRC to provide freight services in
Victoria, if it so wishes. The government may well be
sensitive about the privatisation plans ofV!Line Freight
coming unstuck, but that is not what the opposition is
concerned about. Its concern is about the sale of the
NRC, as mentioned in the second-reading speech, and
the specific provisions in the bill that will allow the
NRC to operate freight services in Victoria. If the sale
of the NRC proceeds, the government can table in
Parliament a variation to that agreement. That would
then be subject to the prospect - and that is the highest
angle one can put on it - of a debate on an opposition
disallowance motion. That, however, is a debate for
another day.
The opposition has no objection to the National Rail
Corporation being able to operate in Victoria Under the
proposed arrangements, the owners of Victoria's tracks
will ultimately control the access charges. If Victoria's
tracks and infrastructure are owned by, say, Victrack
Access and if that remains publicly owned, it will
ensure that Victorian freight providers must pay fair
and competitive prices to use the rail tracks, signalling
and other infrastructure; but if a different model were
put into place and if, for example, V!Line services and
the accessibility ofVictrack Access to tracks and
infrastructure were sold to other consortia, or if it were
leased for, say, 45 years, it could have an impact on the
competitive ability of another provider such as the
National Rail Corporation to provide rail freight
services.
Although the bill proposes changes that will allow NRC
to compete, all that will be thwarted if the government
makes a wrong decision about the ownership of
Victoria's tracks and rejects the Hilmer proposals to
separate infrastructure from service provisions, and
adopts an anti-competitive model. That will have a
huge impact on the residents and the economy of rural
Victoria for many years to come.
The bill also removes from the Transport Act the last
remaining restriction on the carriage of bulk
commercial goods. It does not allow goods previously
carried by rail to be carried by some other mode of
transport. Instead, it removes the requirement that
aviation fuel be taken to the airport by pipeline. Given
that there is no rail line to the airport, that amendment
enables road transport to carry aviation fuel to the
airport. A pipeline already provides that service and it is
hard to imagine why the airport or fuel companies
would not want to use the pipeline. The amendment
may be to cater for the transport of aviation fuel in
emergencies, when the pipeline must be closed, or of
products that require special road vehicles. If that were
the case, the transport of aviation fuel or other specialist

products by road vehicles could be covered by the
transport of dangerous goods regulations which
stipulate the use of appropriate vehicles for safety
reasons. It is the government's primary role to ensure
that those kinds of community assets are well protected.
The third change in the bill affects the National Rail
Corporation (Victoria) Act. The changes are an attempt
to correct a drafting error about the appointment of
authorised officers to carry out certain ticket inspection
functions on private trams and trains. It was suggested
in a briefing that the provisions of the National Rail
Corporation (Victoria) Act, as it now stands, mean that
if those revenue protection and ticket inspection
functions were to be carried out, the tram and train
companies would have to provide those people also to
the bus companies. Clearly, that is not a sensible set of
arrangements.
Although ticket inspection is not as crucial on buses
because the drivers carry out the ticket inspection
functions, ticket inspection is absolutely crucial on the
rail system and is imperative on our trams. We are all
aware of the current inability of the automatic ticketing
system to sell people tickets. There has been a revenue
collapse and the government should be concerned about
what is happening with our tramway revenue and
overall passenger revenue. With those few comments,
the opposition does not oppose the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

In SO doing, I thank Mr Power for his contribution to
the debate as he has quite rightly raised many of the
important issues - as, I would argue with many here,
only he could do from the opposition benches. He
would be one of the few members of the opposition
who has a clear understanding of his shadow portfolio.
Also, he spends considerable time in analysing bills
which are important to Victorians.
Even when this house handles bills that are the
responsibility of other portfolios, Mr Power has spent
considerable time being briefed by the shadow minister
and the Minister for Transport. He always shows a real
interest, as only last week I briefed him on other pieces
oflegislation, the merits of which he quite clearly
understood I thank Mr Power for his contribution.
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improvement in unemployment levels of any state and
it will stick to it.

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Employment: budget forecast
Hon. T. C. TBEOPBA.~OUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to
the Treasurer's predictions in the 1998-99 state budget
that the gross state product will fall from 3.5 per cent in
1997-98 to 2.75 per cent in 1998-99 and to the fact that
employment growth is predicted to fall from 1.75 per
cent to 1.5 per cent. I further refer the minister to his
commitment to the house of 8 October 1997 that the
government would create 150 000 jobs over the course
of this Parliament. Will the minister recommit the
government to reaching that target and, if so, how does
he propose to do so given the predicted fall in the GSP
in the budget?
Hon. M. A. BJRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - The question has a stirring
resemblance to the first question asked in the
Legislative Assembly today so he has caught me off
guard! The government stands by its policy
commitment of boosting jobs over four years. The
government's policy commitment is unaltered.
Secondly, it can stand proud today in recognition that in
1997 Victoria had the largest fall in unemployment of
any state in Australia I refer Mr Theophanous to
Tim Colebatch's column on unemployment in the Age
today. Although I might not agree with all that he says
it gives an indication of the employment growth,
including full-time employment that has been a factor
on Mr Theophanous's mind
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - There are 74 000
fewer full-time jobs in Victoria now than there were
eight years ago!
Bon. M. A. BJRRELL - Mr Theophanous should
reflect on his terminology of 'eight years ago' and
remember who wrecked the state. We know very well it
was he and his colleagues who threw Victoria into
recession. It was he and his colleagues who delivered
the highest level of unemployment in the state's history
and as a result this government had to overcome the
damage. The government's clear commitment has seen
the delivery, according to ABS statistics, of the best

Victoria: AAA credit rating
Hon. SUE WILDING (Chelsea) - Will the
Minister for Finance report on today's announcement
regarding Victoria's credit rating?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am absolutely delighted to report to the house that
today Standard and Poor's upgraded Victoria's credit
rating to AAA.
Honourable members interjecting

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Only three other
governments worldwide have regained lost AAA
ratings either from Standard and Poor's or Moody's, the
other well-known and respected credit rating agency.
The other three were downgraded only one rung on the
ratings ladder. No-one has ever regained two rungs in
their credit rating until Victoria did today. Moody's
rates Victoria one rung below AAA. Moody's
downgraded Victoria in the early 1990s by four rungs,
of which three have been recovered.
Hon. Jean McLean - Who invented the rungs?
Honourable members interjecting.

The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! If
Mrs McLean wishes to ask a question she can do so

formally, but she should not do so by way of
inteIjection. I ask the house to control its enthusiasm
and mirth and to allow the minister to finish his answer.
HOD. R. M. HALLA.l\1- Only a member of the
Labor Party would have the gall to ask who established
the rungs. The staff of the Department of Treasury and
Finance can take a great deal of pride in today's
announcement as indeed can the entire Victorian
community. It is a significant vote of recognition by the
financial community. The restoration of Victoria's
credit rating alone justifies the enonnous amount of
work that was done. I extend my heartiest
congratulations to Premier Kennett and Treasurer
Stockdale who have both pursued that outcome with
relentless determination.

I make the point, particularly to members opposite, that
the fmancial community has spoken. The government
knew Standard and Poor's had Victoria's economy on a
positive credit watch awaiting yesterday's budget,
which was brought down by the Treasurer. We knew
the budget documents would be critical in determining
the ultimate recovery of the credit rating to the status to

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Wednesday_ 22 April 1998

COUNCIL

which the state is entitled. Apart from the VeI)' good
numbers in the documents, the enormous amount of
work that went into it and the very clear evidence - -

Hon. D. A. NardeUa interjected.
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! If the topic
excites the interest of members from both sides of the
house and they want to have a substantial debate on the
matter, there are ways that can be done properly. It
cannot be done by way of interjection while the
minister is trying to answer the question. I ask
honourable members to refrain from commenting on
the subject until such time as they wish to raise it
formally by way of a motion. Otherwise they should
allow the Chair and other members to hear the
remainder of the minister's answer.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Apart from the good
numbers underpinning the document brought down by
Treasurer Stockdale yesterday and the VeI)' clear
evidence of continuing responsible financial
management under the Kennett government, one of the
most obvious elements taken into account in the view
of the rating agency of the Victorian economy was the
shift to accrual based accounting. I have put on the
record a number of times - Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - It was a labor
initiative!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I hope Hansard has
reported the interjection from the honourable member
opposite that that was a labor initiative. I hope Hansard
also reports that that brought forward laughter from this
side of the house. I take great pride in the fact that I
have made a personal mark in the move to accrual
accounting. In case there be a challenge on my
comments I shall briefly quote from what I regard to be
the most highly respected commentator.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It's not Terry
McCrann, is it?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No, it's not.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Don't you like Terry
McCrann?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I did not say that. I think
the name Saul Eslake, the chief economist of the ANZ
bank, would stop any mention of bias. He had this to
say about the move to accrual accounting:
The government does deserve enonnous credit for the
implementation of accrual accounting in the budget sector.
This was the last remaining big refonn recommended by the
Audit Commission. In one sense, of course, the government is
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doing no more than is required, by law, of all private
companies. Nevertheless it represents an enonnous advance
in the accountability of government to the community. While
budgets will always be subject to forecasting errors, there will
be far less scope for creative accounting of the type which the
Cain and Kirner governments raised to an art form; and the
full costs of government programs will be more accurately
identifiable.
Refonns of this nature will never attract headlines.
Nevertheless, they have been as much a hallmark of AIan
Stockdale's stewardship as the more visible aspects of
financial management Some Victorians, in some cases with
good cause, will take issue with particular aspects of this
budget When they do, they and others might also reflect on
the fact their ability to do so is greatly enhanced by the
improvements to the transparency and reliability of Victoria's
financial reponing, of which this budget represents the
culmination.

I rest my case.

Nurses: employment funding
Bon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the bandaid budget which
provides that an additional 1000 nurses will be
employed in the hospital system as a result of the
budget Given the government has already reneged on
the 1997 nurses public sector agreement by refusing to
fund the nurses agreed salary rise in public aged care
facilities which will lead to nursing positions being lost,
will the minister guarantee there will be a net additional
1000 nurses in our hospitals and public aged care
facilities in 12 months time?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) The question itself demonstrates why this state lost its
AAA rating in the first place. I hope my answer will
help explain why we have regained it. Government
members understand that to provide high quality, more
comprehensive services than the community has
previously had access to is fundamentally dependent on
sound financial management.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I don't disagree with
that.
Bon. R. I. KNOWLES - Thank you for the
compliment. I want it on the record that the Leader of
the Opposition has agreed with that. The former
government, of which he was a member, did not follow
that as a policy framework.
What the government has achieved over the past five
years is not the delivery ofbandaid budgets but
substantial prudent bUdgets. This government took a
budget with an underlying recurrent deficit of $3 billion
a year and turned it around to albeit a modest
sustainable surplus, and it has done so while it has
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substantially increased expenditure in real terms on
health and in a number of other areas.
No matter how loudly the opposition shouts, it cannot
dispute the facts. Expenditure in health in real terms is
higher than what it was during the Cain-Kirner
governments when its expenditure was funded by
borrowing, whereas our expenditure is funded by
covering that expenditure. The government is
constantly reducing the level of indebtedness.
We have never claimed that all of those additional
positions will be nursing positions. The increased
expenditure in health will, on best estimates - bearing
in mind these people will not be employed by the
Department of Human Services but by agencies that the
government funds - mean there will be about
1000 additional people required to deliver an increased
range of services. Some will be nurses because they
will be required for implementing the enhanced
maternity services; some will be employed in the
mental health field because we are increasing the
number of forensic psychiatric beds so many will
require psychiatric training; and some of the increased
expenditure in our department will be in disability
services. That will require additional people to deliver
those services.
The estimate of about 1000 additional employees as a
result of the good budget brought down yesterday is our
best estimate of what the increased expenditure will
lead to in terms of agencies delivering those services
requiring additional personnel.
I turn to the other aspects of the question. Honourable
members know the opposition is devoid of policy but it
keeps wanting the government to take on
commonwealth responsibilities. If that is the
opposition's policy position it should clearly articulate
it. We could have an interesting policy debate about
where the money will come from. The opposition
advocates that this government should take on
commonwealth responsibilities. It was not a coalition
government at a federal level that nominated residential
aged care as being a commonwealth responsibility; it
was the Hawke government as far back as 1985, a
Labor commonwealth government, that said residential
aged care is a commonwealth responsibility. Is that
agreed?

Hon. M. M. Gould interjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Does the state opposition
support that position? It is a simple policy position.

Honourable members interjecting.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! The noise
on both sides of the house makes it extremely difficult
for the minister answering the question and for other
members listening. The behaviour of honourable
members does not bring any credit to anybody. I ask the
minister, without assistance, to finalise his answer to
the question.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - The question was
whether we would fund a commonwealth
responsibility. The answer to that is no, we will not.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous increase of a thousand nurses!

What about the

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I have already answered
that. The department has never claimed a thousand
nurses.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The opposition wants
to know about nurses; that's what the question was.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Mr Acting President, I
can go over the question again. The opposition clearly
does not want to hear it. It is obviously opposed to the
concept of increased expenditure. The department does
not employ the personnel. It is clear that the Leader of
the Opposition has no idea how - Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - How did you arrive at
your estimate if you don't know how many nurses there
are?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES nurses there are.

We do know how many

The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! Ministers
are entitled to answer questions in a responsive way and
in a way that they see fit. If the opposition is dissatisfied
with the answers given, it has opportunities to pursue
them with further questions or in other forums. The
opposition cannot continually ask supplementary
questions while the minister is answering.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - The department's best
estimate of the number of people agencies will need to
employ to deliver the more extensive range of services
within the budget funding is about a thousand
personnel. That will cover a range of skills, including
nurses, but the actual number will not be known until
all agencies have the policies in place. That is a
straightforward issue. The department does not directly
employ those people for service delivery; it funds other
agencies to deliver the services. That arrangement is not
new and has not just occurred under this government. It
is a longstanding structure of the health system.
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The question reflects the lack of knowledge and
understanding of the opposition. It is interesting that
people like Mrs Hogg are not making inane
inteIjections because she understands how the system
works. She had a period of responsibility in
administration and she understands the system. Ifher
colleagues would like to consult her, perhaps they will
obtain a better understanding of the way the system
operates. When they obtain that understanding they
might start to develop a policy position to enable a real
debate about the alternatives offered by the government
administration and the opposition.

Health: infrastructure funding
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house on the anticipated
investment in capital infrastructure for the health
system over the next year?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
thank Mr Lucas for his question because it allows me to
correct some of the perceptions that the opposition is
trying to create about the government's record in capital
investment. This year Victoria will receive a record
level of investment in the capital infrastructure of the
health system of the order of$325.7 million,
$57.3 million more than last year. Last year's
investment was significant because of a commitment to
a range of new capital projects following a review of
metropolitan hospital facilities. The Department of
Human Services committed $334.8 million to new
projects last year. Honourable members will understand
that major developments require a number of years to
complete and therefore the actual expenditure will often
be in the year after the original commitment. That is
what this year's budget reflects. The government has
committed $168.9 million in new projects this year,
$64 million of which will be expended in the current
year. The projects include the upgrade ofDandenong
Hospital in Mr Lucas' electorate.
The government has sought this year not only to
maintain the implementation of the metropolitan health
services plan of which it is very proud and which has
resulted from a great deal of work, but it has given
particular emphasis to upgrading facilities in provincial
and rural communities. The government has set out to
upgrade all Victoria's regional base hospital so that
they became the linchpin for health services throughout
regional Victoria. Additional projects will be
undertaken at Geelong and Ballarat, and a fire upgrade
and dental upgrade is planned at Bendigo. The
department is in the process of commissioning a new
hospital at the Latrobe Valley. It will commit to a
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contract in a few months for a totally new greenfield
site hospital in Mildura.
The department is working through all the region ally
based hospitals and many of the smaller rural hospitals
to ensure that they are upgraded to take Victoria into
the next century. The government has placed a
particular emphasis on small rural hospitals. Those
hospitals in the past had to compete with the major
teaching hospitals, and the government has established
a separate fund within its capital works program to give
priority to those hospitals. Investment in infrastructure
is considerable and is not, as our opponents wish to
project it, less this year than last; it is higher.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous -

On public hospitals?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - On public hospitals it is
higher this year. I have already mentioned the figure:
$325.7 million.
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous $169 million?

I thought you said

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - That is new projects
committed to; that is not total expenditure.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous ones?

You count all the old

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - It is not old; it is new
money. It has paid for work being done this year. One
example is the new emergency department at the Alfred·
Hospital announced last year. The actual expenditure
on that will occur this year. The department is about to
goto-Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Accrual accounting,
which he claims to have an interest in!
Hon. T. C. Tbeopbanous intetjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - The department is about
to go to accrual accounting, which the opposition
claims was a Labor initiative, but it never got around to
implementing it in lO years! No wonder, because the
intetjection indicates the Leader of the Opposition does
not even understand what accrual accounting is. I thank
Mr Lucas for his question. Not only has it allowed the
government to provide important information, but it has
brought out that the Leader of the Opposition does not
even know what accrual accounting is!

State Development: business development unit
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
would be happy to give you a lesson on accrual
accounting! I refer the Minister for Industry, Science
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and Technology to the key government outcomes,
which are listed for his department's business
development unit: improved competitiveness of
Victorian businesses; improved investment in Victoria;
increasing job, business and educational opportunities
for all Victorians; and positioning the state for the
21st century. Given that this unit has had its funding cut
by 14.7 per cent or a massive $14.5 million, does this
not prove that the government has given up on
achieving those objectives? Will the minister now
inform the house of the effect of these cuts on programs
designed to achieve its job and investment objectives?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - The answer to the first
question is: no. The answer to the second question is:
the government will have achieved those objectives,
and it will be in stark contrast to its predecessor.

Automotive industry: investment
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - I have
not been conspiring with the Leader of the Opposition
on this question, but it might appear that I have. It could
almost be thought of as a follow-up question. Will the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology advise
the house of any recent investment that will reinforce
Victoria's position as the hub of the automotive
industry in Australia?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - Investment in the
automotive industry is a classic example of investments
that have been facilitated by the state government
working in partnership with the federal government
under the new rules. The Prime Minister was in
Geelong last week to open a major new addition to the
automotive industry at Ford Australia. The government
welcomes this $80 million investment in Geelong,
which is a classic example of the outcomes of getting
the industry policy setting right. It is also a fitting
reward for work that has been done to achieve those
outcomes. We welcome what has occurred, not only for
the industry but also for Geelong. Clearly this is an
investment for the future.
It is an early return of a portion of the $1 billion that
Ford Australia pledged for the development of new
models and facilities in Victoria over 1995 to 2000. The
strong support the Victorian government has given the
automotive industry and the leadership of Ford
Australia have been instrumental in securing this
investment for the state, specifically the city of
Geelong. This state's successful national campaign on
the automotive tariff debate, which led the debate,
obviously played a key part in achieving the national
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policy environment which Ford needed for this type of
investment. The investment introduces new technology
to the Australian industry. It allows the completion of
45 car bodies every 60 minutes, resulting in increased
efficiency of the industry which has a strong export
focus.
I am also pleased that the new plant in Geelong which
will seIVe the nation is environmentally friendly. That is
important, given that it is a major paint facility and
would create substantial environmental problems unless
it were built to a particular standard. The plant uses the
latest water-based enamel paint technology rather than
oil-based paint, and is therefore a unique investment. It
also produces less volatile paint solvent wastes and less
air and surface pollution than conventional automotive
plants around the world.
Ford is to be congratulated on, firstly, making a
substantial long-term investment at the cutting edge of
technology; secondly, its environmental concern in
creating an outstanding plant by world standards, which
is good for the local Geelong environment; and thirdly
and most importantly, its statement of confidence in
Victoria and its belief that it is a great place in which to
invest.

Small business: assistance
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Small Business to the fact that the
small business and regulation reform unit has sustained
a 6 per cent cut in its operating budget for the
forthcoming financial year and ask: will the minister
outline to the house which programs will have to be cut,
and will she guarantee that vital assistance to Victorian
small businesses will remain at the same levels
provided before the budget?
Hon. LOUlSE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I am delighted to receive a policy
question; this is probably the first policy question I have
been asked by the opposition in two years!
I can confirm Mr Nardella's adviser's reading of the
budget - that is, funding for this output group will fall
by 6 per cent. I can also advise the house that, as has
previously been announced and has been in the papers
for the past two weeks, the department will look at a
range of strategies including attrition and voluntary
redundancies. I have absolutely no hesitation in
indicating to the house that Small Business Victoria
programs will not be diminished in any way.
I must say how pleased I am to be part of a government
that only today had the terrific news that its AAA rating
has been restored. As a contribution to the health and
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education portfolios and in terms of the cut in payroll
tax for businesses, I am more than happy to surrender
$0.9 million from bureaucracy and contribute it to
something of substance.
In this budget payroll tax has been cut from 6.25 per
cent to 6 per cent. As the Minister for Small Business,
if there is anything that this government can do to assist
business, it is to get off the backs of businesses and not
augment bureaucracies. I am absolutely delighted - -

Hon. T. C. Theophanous inteIjected
Bon. LOUISE ASHER - I hear Mr Theophanous
bleating, 'How many small businesses pay payroll
tax?'. Mr Theophanous should speak to small
businesses who have payrolls of$5l5 000. They will
tell him that it is the greatest obstacle to employment. I
am absolutely delighted that in terms of bureaucracy
my portfolio has made a very real contribution to a tax
cut. I am proud to be part of a government that has
brought down an incredibly responsible budget.
Today's news is the icing on the cake.

West Gate Freeway: widening
Bon. I. J. COVER (Geelong) - As a regular user
of the West Gate Freeway, I ask the Minister for Roads
and Ports to provide details of the West Gate freeway
widening project?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I am pleased to advise the house that this
government has allocated $13 million for additional
traffic lanes on the West Gate Freeway between the
Westem Ring Road and the West Gate Bridge. The
project will increase the current capacity of the West
Gate Freeway of three lanes in either direction to four
lanes for a total of 4 kilometres.
I congratulate the local members, particularly lan Cover
and Bill Hartigan in this place and the members
representing the Geelong region in the other place, who
have been energetic, enthusiastic and have recognised
the significance of any upgrade of the West Gate
Freeway and the improvements it would bring to their
constituents within the Geelong-Werribee corridor.
The freeway is very busy; it carries something like
120000 vehicles per day, including a high
proportion - some 16 000 - of heavy freight
vehicles. The extra lanes will provide the significant
benefits of reduced travel times and reduced vehicle
operating costs. Funding for the project follows recent
modifications to the Western Ring Road where it meets
the city-bound carriageway of the West Gate Freeway,
and are where considerable work has been done to ease

the traffic flow. The West Gate Freeway is a vital link
for freight movement, especially from the Western
Ring Road and Geelong across the West Gate Bridge.
The ring road is one of the vital road networks which
connects--

Hon. D. A. Nardella intetjected.
Bon. G. R. CRAIGE - Just wait a minute and you
will hear, because I would really love the opportunity to
talk about how much we are spending on roads
compared to how much you spent on roads. The
Western Ring Road is jointly funded - that means two
parties.
Bon. D. A. Nardella - $34 million!
Bon. G. R. CRAIGE - How much did you say?
Bon. D. A. Nardella - On the first section,
$34 million out of $1.5 billion.
Bon. G. R. CRAIGE - I am pleased to advise the
house that this is a joint project between the
commonwealth and Victorian governments. So far the
state government has contributed $75 million - Bon. D. A. Nardella - Yes, for the extension,
that's good.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Oh well- thick is the
only word I can use; absolutely thick.
Honourable members interjecting.

Bon. G. R. CRAIGE - The Western Ring Road is
clearly recognised as having had a massive impact on
businesses, employment and opportunities for people in
the western regions and for having dramatically
reduced the number of vehicles using arterial roads.
The number of vehicles travelling on Boundary Road
has decreased from 22000 to 9000 vehicles per day.
That is a significant reduction in traffic using local
roads, and is an important benefit.
As most honourable members would know, the
Westgate Freeway widening project has been
undertaken as a result of a $13 million contribution
from the government's Better Roads Victoria program.
The Better Roads fund is one that the Leader of the
Opposition has described as stupid and he has promised
to scrap it. At every possible opportunity he tells
Victorians that the Better Roads program is a stupid
fund But the reality is that Victorians will be denied
huge amounts of road infrastructure under the reign of
the Leader of the Opposition.
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While this government continues to deliver AAA
ratings, good budgets, excellent financial management
and investment in road infrastructure, the opposition
remains anti-road, anti-investment and anti-Victoria.

City Link: tolls
Bon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I refer the
Minister for Roads and Ports to comments made by the
RACV's David Cumming about a government proposal
to place a toll on the Exhibition Street extension given
that it is a feeder link onto the City Link. The minister
would be aware that David Cumming was reported in
today's Herald Sun as saying:
'We-

theRACVare very concerned that toll roads by stealth will continue to
occur'.

Can the minister give the house, the RACV and the
Victorian public an assurance that any further upgrade
of roads which will feed into the City Link will not
attract a toll?
Bon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Isn't it great to get a question from Pat Power,
a member whom we on this side of the house feel for
enormously! As the shadow Minister for Roads and
Ports without preseleCtion by his party, Mr Power still
has the intestinal fortitude and the ability to stand up in
this house and ask questions, no matter what the Labor
Party has done to him. He is a person with high
principles who believes clearly that the ALP is nothing
more than an arm of the trade union movement. Despite
Mr Power standing up and making such statements, he
gets stabbed in the back by the rest of his mates.
Government members interjecting.

Bon. Pat Power - On a point of order, Mr Acting
President, I wonder whether you could ask the Leader
of the Government to keep his rabble in order!
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! I respond to
the point of order which was raised with some humour.
Question time has been going for almost 45 minutes,
which I hope is not a record because as the Acting
President I do not want to hold that record Some of the
interjections and the length of answers have caused this
question time to be excessive. I ask that the remaining
questions be asked and answered as quickly as
possible - and perhaps the minister will now answer
the question.

Wednesday, 22 April 1998

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I have already answered
the honourable member on the question of tolls. I do
not believe I could be any more direct than I was on
that occasion. We all know the magnificent success the
City Link is going to be and what a tremendous
advantage it will be to this city and to this state.
Economically it will provide magnificent benefits to all
Victorians. The government has a very open mind to all
future proposals for investment in road infrastructure.
In respect of the Exhibition Street link, I do not know
where Pat Power and representatives from the RACV
have been living because it was always commonly
known there would be a toll on this road I ask the
Labor Party: how would it fund this project? The
honourable member for Dandenong North, Mrs Jan
Wilson, has already indicated that Labor would place a
toll on the extension of the Eastern Freeway. The Labor
Party has already told the people in that area that it
would place a toll from Springvale Road out to
Ringwood. A Labor member has already made that
statement, but the Leader of the Opposition says that is
not true. It is a true statement - Mrs Wilson made it
clearly. The City Link project is magnificent and all of
Victoria will congratulate the government.

Small business: assistance
Bon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - Will the
Minister for Small Business advise the house of recent
state government initiatives to help small business gain
access to AAA-rated state government contracts?
Bon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank the honourable member for his
question and his work as chairman of my committee.
One regular complaint of small business has been the
difficulty it has getting access to AAA government
purchaser contracts. It is a large market - in the order
of$2 billion. Small business faces its own problems in
terms of getting access to this important part of the
market. Sometimes small business is not au fait in
dealing with government and in many instances it is not
accustomed to filling out tender documents.
In 1997-98 a series of six free seminars was held by
Small Business Victoria in St Kilda, Tullamarine,
Ballarat, Swan Hill, Shepparton and Warragul. Some
260 small business operators attended the pilot series
and the government has had numerous requests for
further seminars. The seminars were rated as excellent
by the participants; in particular because of the basic
information given during the course of the seminars.
Questions such as what is involved in tendering, how to
actually fmd tenders - which is something small
business is not always aware of - and what
government policy is vis-a-vis its own tenders were
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discussed. As I indicated earlier, the seminars were
rated as excellent.
Earlier I was asked a question by Don Nardella about
small business services in the context of the budget.
This is a typical example of a program the government
ran last year, and irrespective of the staffing within my
own bureaucracy of small business this program is a
service to small business that we will continue to run
this year because it is a particularly valuable one. A
second series of six seminars will be conducted this
year in Mildura, Dandenong, Geelong, Traralgon,
Horsham and Seymour. These locations have been
aligned with requests from the small business sector.
This is an important area to which small business
should gain access. Most importantly, the government
acknowledges it has a role in trying to assist small
business in understanding the enormous complexities of
the state government tendering system. I am delighted
to announce today, notwithstanding a small cut to my
budget, the way the government will be handling the
budget is that the programs will continue as per this
one, but the bureaucracy will be slightly smaller.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) leave, I move:

By

That so much of the standing orders as require answers to
questions on notice to be delivered verbally in the house be
suspended for the sitting of the Council this day and that the
answers enumerated be incorporated in Hansard.

The numbers of the questions that have been answered
are: 3,4, 17,23,24,27,29,32,54,72,76,95,99,120,

143,144,160,161,206,214,318-20,333,334,339,
509,515,520,521 and 558.
Motion agreed to.

ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 8 April; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - The
opposition does not oppose the bill. It makes a number
of amendments to the Electricity Industry Act that
principally relate to the dissolution ofPowernet
Victoria and the facilitation of the $60 per household
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reduction in electricity bills. Firstly, I will put the $60
reduction in context. Before the reduction the average
Victorian family paid $200 more than the average New
South Wales family for the same amount of electricity.
The reduction will reduce the difference, but the
average Victorian family will still be paying over
$130 a year more for the same amount of electricity.
The bill also corrects some minor typographical errors
in the Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Act,
the Electricity Industry (Amendment) Act, the
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Act
and the Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Act.
The key features of the bill include the repeal of the
right of a generation company to explore and mine coal
without a mining lease and the dissolution ofPowernet
Victoria following the privatisation of the statutory
corporation. The licence fees paid to distribution
companies by franchise companies are to be reduced,
and the distribution companies will be compensated
through the equivalent of a reduction in the franchise
fees payable to consolidated revenue up to 2000.
Other amendments will make it unnecessary to produce
a certificate of title to the registrar in relation to
transferred property that is a registered easement under
the Transfer of Land Act. Most of the policy issues
underlying the changes have been the subject of debate
in this house, so I do not intend to go into them in
detail.
The key point I make is that the reduction in electricity
bills is not a result of any efficiency gains achieved by
competition. Not only do Victorian families still pay
significantly more for their electricity than the average
New South Wales family, despite the government
making a big song and dance about its reforms in the
electricity industry, but when one examines the reason
for the $60 reduction one sees that it is nothing more
than a government hand out. It is a subsidy that is being
funded by a reduction in the franchise fees paid by
distribution companies.
Hon. R. M. Hallam -

Did you send yours back?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is important to
make the distinction, minister. When the government
introduced the reforms it said Victorians would have
their electricity bills reduced as a result of the
competitive pressure and the efficiency gains - but
that is not what this reduction is about It is a
government-funded reduction that is being subsidised
by reductions in franchise fees.
The urban distribution companies - that is United
Energy, Solaris and Citipower, and to a lesser extent
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Eastern Energy - are the major contributors to the
franchise fee pool. The reduction means that in the
short term there will be a further cross-subsidisation
between the country and the city, and in the longer term
it will lead to even greater disparities between the
amounts consumers in rural Victoria pay for their
electricity compared with the amounts paid for
equivalent amounts by city-based consumers.
Consumers currently contribute about $630 million to
the franchise fee pool, but they are receiving only about
$360 million in return. Although the opposition
welcomes the $60 reduction, it is important to put that
in context. Honourable members should understand that
the domestic consumers - ordinary Victorian
families - still have to pay more than their New South
Wales counterparts. Secondly, the reduction is
government funded and not the outcome of efficiency
gains brought about by privatisation or competition. As
I have pointed out in the past, and I will continue to do
so, until such time as the government gets serious about
competition in the electricity industry, it will be
prevented from enjoying the benefits that it can
potentially bring.
I again direct the attention of honourable members to
the example which I know :M:r Strong is aware of and
which I know he does not like me bringing up because
it happens to be the case. Under the present
circumstances companies in one distribution zone have
to pay higher prices than companies in another
distribution zone across the road because of the fixed
networking costs. The best example I can give is of a
cold storage company located, unfortunately for it, on
the wrong side of Millers Road, Altona
Hon. C. A. Strong -

It is called competition.

Hon. T. C. TllEOPHANOUS - The problem for
that company as a high user of electricity is that being
on the wrong side of the road means it is subject to the
higher fixed networking charges - not those subject to
competitive pressures - of Powercor as opposed to the
lower networking costs charged by Solaris to
companies on the other side of Millers Road. The
company estimates it would be able to reduce its
electricity bill by about $l35 000 a year if it were not
forced to purchase its power using the infrastructure of
Powereor as opposed to - Hon. C. A. Strong - According to your figures,
imagine how much they could save if they went to New
South Wales.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHA.~OUS - That is a different
question. I was refening to domestic consumers when I
used the New South Wales example.
Hon. C. A. Strong - That's interesting!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I talked about the
average Australian family. I should have thought even
you, :M:r Strong, with your limited neurones would have
been able to figure out that when I talk about the
average family, I am talking about domestic consumers.
I thought you would have been able to figure that out,
:M:r Strong.

From a distortion of investment point of view, no
company would want to establish itself on the Powercor
side of Millers Road and suffer the increased costs
which will not change after 2000 because the
networking charges are fixed by the regulator in
accordance with the costs that each distribution
company is required to meet.
On that basis, both Victorian domestic consumers and
business consumers who happen to be in the wrong
network distribution zone cannot look forward to
reduced electricity prices as a result of the
government's reforms. It is all very well for the
government to talk about achieving an AAA credit
rating, but what is lost in that rating is the fact that the
Victorian government has achieved the AAA rating
because previous governments established an asset
base, including the electricity industry which this
government was able to sell for more than $20 billion.
It is no great secret or mystery how the AAA rating
occurred: because Victorians had a solid financial base
in its assets which had been built up by former
governments, including the former Labor government.
We should not forget that an economy may have to
bear significant costs more broadly as a result of the
AAA rating for the government if, in the process, the
remainder of the economy is burdened with a huge
amount of private debt, which is what has occurred
under this government. As to profitability and the
possibility of future reductions in electricity prices, I
refer to United Energy's prospectus, which states:
During the early stages of contestability, in an effort to
maintain and grow market share, the company followed the
industry and entered into aggressively priced sales contracts.
This approach caused a $4 million reduction of 1997 gross
margin as compared to 1996. Subsequently, the company has
adopted a strategy of not entering into negative margin
contracts to buy market share.

Even United Energy has been forced to reconsider any
strategies to achieve a greater market share by reduced
prices because of the massive decline in its margins.
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Under the new policy of United Energy - and we
expect a similar policy will be adopted by the other
providers - it is unlikely reduced electricity prices will
eventuate when the market is deregulated after 2000.
The opposition does not consider electricity prices are
low enough for Victorian domestic consumers, nor has
competition produced adequate benefits for Victorian
businesses. According to the latest information
available from the Office of the Regulator-General, an
average household with an electric hot water unit would
have experienced electricity price increases of2.9 per
cent since October 1992; but no increases have
occurred for the same average household with an
electric hot water unit since October 1993. You can
build a picture for reduced electricity prices if you take,
as does the Kennett government, a starting point of
October 1993.
The Kennett government continues to use that trick,
whether it be when the Minister for Health talks about
increased health spending or when the responsible
minister talks about reduced electricity prices. They
conveniently forget about the massive reductions in the
health portfolio financial allocations and about the
massive increases in electricity prices in 1992. Any
spending increases are based on the low 1993 figures,
after the massive 1992 changes. That kind of trickery
will not fool Victorians. The only appropriate way to
make comparisons is to examine prices across the states
to determine whether Victorians are better off than
consumers of electricity in other states.
The Office of the Regulator-General well knows that
privatisation to this point has boUght no real benefits to
the average household consumer even though some
major consumers have benefited. For example, we all
know - I am sure the minister is aware - that Crown
Casino is paying four times less for its electricity than
does small business! After the government has been in
power for six years who was the first to get a reduction
in electricity prices? Not the average small business
consumer, not Victorian families - who are still
paying $130 more than New South Wales familiesbut Crown Casino!
I shall make some points about franchise fees. They
were designed to capture the amount by which the
income of each distribution company derived from the
sale of electricity to franchise customers in the year is
likely to exceed the sum of: the costs of deriving the
income; taxes payable in deriving that income; and the
amount determined by the Treasurer to be a reasonable
return on the capital of a distribution company used in
obtaining income. It represents the difference between
what would be called a competitive price and the
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monopoly price. That is how franchise fees are
calculated.
The fact is the franchise fee is currently payable by four
distribution companies. In that sense it is a capital-type
fee. It formed part of the arrangements for the purchase
price of the distribution companies and, as has been
determined by the courts, it is not a tax. It was paid as
part of the capital sale price when sold by the
government. The amount could not be amended - it
was supposed to be fixed. Now the government is
reducing the franchise fees paid by distribution
companies to the government to fund the handout of the
$60 electricity reduction. Clearly, the government is
funding this out of what was part of the capital from the
sale price. It is funding this expenditure in the form of a
government subsidy to the consumers of electricity.
The opposition does not have any problem with a
reduction in electricity prices. In fact it welcomes a
reduction. However, it would prefer that the reduction
was not borne by the Victorian taxpayer but to some
extent by the electricity companies so that it formed
part of the promised gain the government said would
come about as a result of the changes in the electricity
industry. Not only does the opposition say this; other
independent organisations, the Regulator-General and
others have said there have been increases in electricity
prices to domestic consumers. Unfortunately, Victoria
has gone from having a number of years ago the near
lowest electricity prices for domestic consumers to
nowhere near that. The opposition does not welcome
that.
It is important that action be taken. A future Labor
government would protect consumers, in particular
rural consumers, from what it believes will be massive
electricity price increases. It is not just a question of the
price but also the reduction in services. There has been
an increased number ofbIackouts and brownouts
throughout the state. A recent example of what happens
when not enough is spent on infrastructure delivering
electricity occurred in New Zealand A major city
suffered a blackout for a protracted period of three
months. Victoria has a similar infrastructure and a
similar system of privatisation. There is no real
incentive for privatised companies to spend on safety or
infrastructure. They are seeking to make profits and
they will not make profits by simply looking after
consumers and providing services. We will see a
significant number of problems in the future in the
electricity industry in this state. They will include a
whole host of issues, such as unreliability of service and
brownouts and blackouts. We have seen an increase in
those problems and, as the infrastructure ages and is not
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properly looked after with appropriate levels of capital
expenditure, the problems will be magnified.
It may be possible to get increased competition from

other states. However, the interconnection between
other states and Victoria is not a level that allows
competition to occur. Therefore in the foreseeable
future most Victorian electricity will come from
sources within Victoria If there is a major breakdown
in one or more power stations, Victoria could face
similar problems to those experienced in Queensland
and New Zealand with power surges, blackouts and
other problems of that nature.
When it comes to government after the next election
Labor will put in place a comprehensive regulatory
structure to ensure that the distribution companies
deliver the best possible services to consumers. There
will be real competition, not the sort of competition that
means that if you run a business on the wrong side of
the road you pay an extra $135 000 a year because your
business receives its electricity from Powercor rather
than Solaris. A Labor government will introduce proper
regulation to ensure that the competition is real. Most
importantly, we will also support a maximum uniform
tariff for domestic consumers throughout Victoria,
which will mean that no Victorian will pay more than
the stipulated maximum for electricity.
It will be essentially the same system that Victorians
once enjoyed People living in Bendigo, Benalla,
Mildura or wherever will pay the same price for
electricity as their city counterparts. The unifonn tariff
was one of the major factors in the consistent
development of rural Victoria I am sure members will
agree that charging people living in places like Mildura
the full cost of delivering electricity to them will slow
down development in rural areas. We believe all
Victorians are entitled to share in the benefits of the
work that generations before them did in building up
the state's electricity infrastructure.
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be in place. It is unlikely also that the economics of
purchasing a smart meter will change significantly
between now and then. Currently they are such that
nobody would consider buying a smart meter because it
would probably take up to 40 years to recoup its cost.
We believe the government's task is to properly
regulate the electricity industry to ensure that
consumers are protected and that electricity is delivered
safely and at a price that is comparable with prices in
New South Wales and Queensland. The government
has not yet made an adequate attempt to perform that
task.
The government must also ensure that electricity is
produced and distributed in ways that take into account
the environmental concerns many people have
expressed. The former State Electricity Commission
carried out a range of environmental programs,
including demand management, which are no longer in
place. The imperative of the privately owned
distribution companies is to sell more electricity, not
less, particularly at certain times of the year. Programs
must be put in place to ensure that electrical appliances
are environmentally friendly and efficient. The
government should also encourage people to use
alternative fuels such as solar energy to produce and
distribute electricity.
Having put on the record our concerns about a number
of aspects of the electricity industry, I reiterate that
members of the opposition do not oppose the bill
because it will reduce the electricity bills of Victorian
households by $60 a year. However, I emphasise that
that must be put in context: even after the $60 reduction
the average Victorian household will still pay over
$130 a year more than the average New South Wales
household for the equivalent amount of electricity.
Until we get real competition and until the industry is
properly regulated, that inequality is likely to continue.
Motion agreed to.

Although the industIy has been privatised, Victorians
have a right to expect the government to regulate
properly to ensure that they continue to receive a
high-quality service at an affordable price and that
safety standards are maintained. We remain concerned
that the level of competitiveness is such that the
industIy will be unable to deliver electricity at prices
comparable to those interstate - but that will be seen
only after 2000, not as a result of this stopgap measure.

Read second time.

Although Mr Strong will contest it, we know for certain
that the vast majority of Australian households will not
have smart meters by 2000, and consequently they will
be unable to take advantage of the competition that may

Debate resumed from 8 April; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
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Second reading

Hon. T. C. TBEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - This is
a relatively small bill, the purpose of which is to amend
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the State Trustees (State Owned Company) Act 1994 in
accordance with recommendations arising from the
national competition policy review of legislation. The
opposition does not oppose the bill, particularly as it
arises from national competition policy reviews. I have
consistently stated in this house that, contrary to
government inference, the opposition supports
competition in this state that is based on real
competition, is fair and delivers benefits to consumers.
The opposition does not walk away from that
commitment.
The bill arises from an internal Treasury review of the
State Trustees Act that recommended certain
amendments to provide a more competitive model for
the conduct of future trustee arrangements and some
other minor recommendations, including the extension
of the Ombudsman's role. The recommendations of the
internal Treasury review were adopted by the
government. I contrast that to the internal review by
Treasury of the Victorian Workcover legislation. I am
not certain whether that review has been completed.
HOD. R. M. HaIlam - The response has not yet
been formalised.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I inform you,
Minister, that if the response has not been fmalised, the
opposition will be considering a late submission. This is
not directly related to the bill, but you would be aware
that the opposition has an ongoing interest in national
competition policy reviews, particularly of Workcover.
However, the time lines set were impossible for the
opposition to meet when the issue was raised in the
house; it had only two weeks. I may speak to you about
that later, Minister.
Hon. R. M. HaIlam - The government would be
pleased to accommodate the submission, but that would
be an issue of timing.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - As I said, the bill
arises from the Treasury review and the opposition does
not oppose it. The opposition supported the template
competition policy legislation passed by state
parliaments. The opposition is concerned that State
Trustees has a monopoly over its client base and
charges fees of 5 per cent for an average estate between
$250000 and $400 000. One hopes that competitive
pressure will result in a reduction of fees.
The opposition would like to see greater emphasis on
community seIVice obligations to provide a safety net
for people whose estates have become uneconomical or
for other special cases. Community service obligations
are not new; the government has supported them in the
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past, although there was transparency in those
situations. Perhaps the government might consider
transparency with these matters as well.
Members would be aware that State Trustees is also
responsible for a number of Workcover-related estates
or widows' estates. A transfer of estates to interstate
trustees was conducted some time ago if my memory
serves me correctly. It is important if competition is to
deliver greater benefits for people involved with State
Trustees that care is given to the way community
service obligations are handled.
The opposition is concerned that, despite asking for the
internal Treasury review that led to the legislative
change and for the KPMG independent audit that
examined the level of service delivery, unfortunately it
was denied access to those documents. If the policy of
not giving the opposition access to reports continues
where the opposition is not at odds with government
initiatives in trying to establish a more efficient and
competitive system and to protect people's interests, it
will raise suspicions and concerns that are probably, in
the main, unfounded. The opposition is of the view that
there is an argument for the bill and it supports the
notion of conducting national competition policy
reviews in appropriate circumstances.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - You would aclmowledge
that there are some fairly sensitive issues involved
here?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We aclmowledge
that, Minister. However, I do not believe that in the past
the opposition has shown itself to be incapable of
dealing with sensitive issues. When the current
opposition was in government on a number of
occasions when sensitive issues were involved it sought
assistance from the then opposition. Assurances were
given by the opposition, and the Labor government was
able to deal with those sensitive issues on that basis.
Where it is possible to obtain bipartisan support it is
better to at least try a mechanism of communication
that would reduce the level of suspicion by providing
the opposition with information, even if that
information is in summary form or in a form that
accommodates the concerns the minister has just
expressed.
The opposition seeks from the government an
assurance that it will not change the role of State
Trustees as a place oflast resort for clients who cannot
be accommodated by the private system. That raises the
question of community service obligations.
Hon. R. M. HalIam - Yes.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - If it is not
economical for an estate to be accommodated by the
private sector it would not be a sensible commercial
decision for an organisation to take on the estate. The
decision to take on that estate would be based on other
criteria I acknowledge that the minister agrees it does
raise community service obligations. Perhaps the
minister would be prepared to take that issue on board.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - The fact is that many of the
clients come from the Guardianship and Administration
Board Although the stakes are small the clients'
intellectual position is very sensitive.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHA..~OUS - I understand that,
but because they are small they are obviously not
commercially viable, either.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - We accept that as a
community service obligation.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It would be good
if that community service obligation were enshrined in
the bill, but as it is not it is up to the government to deal
with it on a policy basis.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am happy to
hear that the minister concurs. It is not necessary to take
up more time. The opposition supports the bill and
hopes that it will result in reduced costs for the people
who need to use the services of the State Trustees. We
also hope the community service obligation will
continue to be met to look after people who would
otherwise not be looked after by the system.
Hon. C. A. STRONG (Higinbotham) - I also
support the bill, which continues the reform of the State
Trustees. Some time ago a bill was passed to
corporatise the State Trustees so that its operations were
made more akin to those of a private trustee company.
The amendments continue that process and incorporate
elements of the national competition policy.
As Mr Theophanous has said, the key issue in the bill is
the removal of the statutory requirement for certain
state instrumentalities to use the State Trustees. Much
of the core activity of the State Trustees will now centre
on competing with other trustee companies. I am sure
that will result in it providing better services and
charging more reasonable fees. The amendments are
positive and will move the State Trustees closer to
being no different from any privately operated trustee
company.
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Mr Theophanous also touched on another area - that
is, the community service obligation that is jointly
administered by the Department of Human Services
and the State Trustees. To cater for people who need
the services of trustee companies but who cannot find
private sector companies to do the work for them
because of the difficult and small nature of the trusts
involved, the Department of Human Services makes a
payment to the State Trustees to compensate it for the
difference between the commercial rate it could charge
for services and the rate that that class of client can
realistically pay.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - To cover the costs rather
than having a profit component
Hon. C. A. STRONG - Yes. Two elements run
through the process: removing the statutory right of the
company to carry out the work so it can compete in the
real market; and, through the community service
obligation, putting it on a basis similar to that of an
independent trustee company. They are positive
changes. They send the right cost signals, enhance the
efficiency of the State Trustees and ensure a fair and
open competitive market.
The bill moves us further along the refonn line. The
changes mirror many of the refonns that the
government has put in place in line with the national
competition policy to bring home the bacon. The
success of the reforms can be seen in various ways the recent state budget, the restoration of our
AAA credit rating by Standard and Poor's and the
significant reduction in electricity tariffs throughout the
state, which are now some of the lowest in Australia
All that is the result of competition and freeing up the
marketplace. The same elements run through this bill,
which I have much pleasure in supporting.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 8 April; motion of
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monas h) for adoption of
addres~in-reply .

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I welcome the
opportunity to make a contribution to the
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address-in-reply debate on the Governor's speech.
Although it was delivered some time ago now, I clearly
remember its key points. I will contrast those with some
of the views that have been put to me by both the
constituents of Jika Jika Province and the people I have
met in my travels around the state as shadow minister.

It is always interesting for government and opposition
members to road test the undertakings given by the
government in the Governor's speech to establish
whether they fulfil the wishes and aspirations of the
Victorian community. Mr Theophanous is concerned
about the opportunities for small business in the
electorate of Jika Jika, which he and I represent, and I
share his concern. One issue associated with that is the
extent to which the government has allowed electronic
gaming venues to spread across not just Jika Jika but
much of the northern and western suburbs. On other
occasions I have highlighted the need for more
responsible decisions to be made on where those
venues are situated.
My experience in Jika Jika Province reinforces that.
There is much evidence to suggest that many of those
drawn towards such venues are people whose social
and economic circumstances mean that it is a
practice - indeed, I would argue a habit - they are
best not to be involved in.
In relation to small business one can argue that the
available data shows that since the proliferation of
electronic gaming machines in Jika Jika the great
majority of small businesses in the High Street strip
from Westgarth through Northcote, Thornbury, Preston
and on to Reservoir have experienced a significant
downturn in turnover - in some cases as much as
10 per cent. We all know, either from direct experience
or from involvement with family or friends who have
ventured into small business, that running a small
business is almost always an extremely demanding task
which involves very long hours, hard work and very
small margins of profit. If those very small margins of
profit are eaten into by, in this case, electronic gaming
or by any other phenomena we need to be mindful of
the danger that that represents. I have indicated in the
past that it is not a question of arguing that electronic
gaming should not exist, but like all activity it needs to
be regulated, administered and managed if it is to make
a positive and not a negative contribution to the social
and economic experiences of the state.
In travelling around provincial and country Victoria my
experience has been that electronic gaming is also
creating problems in some communities. I have not met
anybody who is concerned about licensed clubs being
allowed to have gaming-room facilities; but the practice
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in recent times of traditional hotels being turned into
gaming venues that serve alcohol needs to be
addressed. Although I recognise that the revenue that is
gained from electronic gaming makes a significant
contribution to the government's coffers, it is important
to accept that there are two sides to the equation. One
side is that we acknowledge the significant dollar
contribution; the other side is the need to address
whether there are any social disadvantages that are part
and parcel of that dollar contribution. It is reasonable
for me to express concern about that issue in my
electorate of Jika Jika and from my travels across
provincial and rural Victoria.
I am sure the minister will forgive me if! also comment
on local government. It is true that the Kennett
government makes much ado about the success of
amalgamation and other mechanisms such as
compulsory competitive tendering, reduced council
rates, the downsizing of staff, and so on. Again, the
government needs to recognise there are two parts to
the equation: although it may well be cheaper in a
dollar sense to operate local government than has been
the case in the past, there needs to be an assessment of
whether the social cost that in my view actually funds
those dollar gains is not something that should start the
alarm bells ringing. It is reasonable for someone in my
position to argue that local government no longer has
the level of interaction with its ratepayers and residents;
and it no longer provides the local services that were
available prior to amalgamation. It is not a question of
disputing that local government needed to move
forward in a radical way. However, I have argued and I argue still- that it is time for the government to
take its foot off the accelerator, so to speak, in relation
to local government and to allow some of the changes
that have been put in place to be administered and
implemented by the elected councillors who are now in
place across the state, with a couple of exceptions.
One reason why the government should take its foot off
the accelerator is that one of the by-products of the
government's reforms to local government is that the
quality of elected councillors has increased
significantly, which ought to be applauded. It is true the
great majority of ratepayers - and certainly the
councillors who now sit around council tables understand clearly that local government has little to do
with roads, rates and rubbish but has much more to do
with providing local leadership on how well their
subregion will survive into the medium and long-term
future. The government would be well advised to
recognise that the competence of councillors has been
collectively and significantly upskilled. That in itself is
a reason I argue for the government, as I said earlier,
taking its foot off the accelerator and allowing the

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
606

COUNCIL

changes it has cemented into place to be administered
and implemented by the people who ratepayers and
residents want to manage the municipality on their
behalf.
I have always been in the habit of paying compliments
when compliments are due, and in a private
conversation with the Minister for Roads and Ports
earlier I indicated how fantastic the Great Alpine Road
now is.
Mr Craige agreed not only that it is an extremely safe
road for all forms of transport in all weather conditions
but that the infrastructure task was undertaken by
Vicroads in-house team. The minister and Vicroads
engineers and staff are to be complimented for that
work. The road is now capable of carrying traffic that
travels within the speed limit. I have not the slightest
doubt that it will add significantly to the tourism
potential of Mount Hotham and Dinner Plain. It will
lead to an increase in the number of people who decide
to make the journey from Gippsland up over the
mountains and down into Harrietville, Bright and
Myrtleford and across to Milawa and other parts of the
north-east's successful wine-growing area.

I have always argued that roads should be regarded as
part of the state's and the nation's infrastructure. Any
decisions on the building or major upgrading of roads
need to be carefully assessed. As the shadow Minister
for Roads and Ports I commend the government, the
minister and Vicroads staff on the state of the Great
Alpine Road
I am sure the minister will acknowledge that there are
many roads in rural areas of Victoria and, in some
cases, on the outer urban fringe of Melbourne that
require significant work. I do not wish to be sensational
but some of them are in urgent need of attention, to the
point where the surface, alignment and cambers are less
than satisfactory. There are also a number of bridges
that have passed their use-by date.
As a result of invitations I received in the last calendar
year in my capacity as shadow Minister for Roads and
Ports I have made a number of visits to rural Victoria
In the south-west of the state and, one could argue, in
the west, a number of roads require urgent work. I
acknowledge that that is so because current and former
federal governments have not allocated to the states the
road funding they should have. Every honourable
member will acknowledge that on a per capita basis
Victoria does not do as well as other states. I visited
some areas where the bitumen roads were in such poor
condition that the local municipality responsible for
them under the local roads program had been forced to
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rip them up and return them to gravel. We all
acknowledge that in this day and age that is simply not
good enough.
Although I do not want to criticise them unduly, I urge
the government and the minister to continue their
efforts to have sufficient funds made available so that
the success with the Great Alpine Road can be
replicated across rural Victoria. Those of us with
experience of the rural sector, especially primary
production, know that quality roads are intrinsic to that
sector's successful development. It is not possible for
farmers to transport their goods efficiently by road
unless heavy vehicles are able to travel safely at the
legal speed limit. For people who live in provincial and
country Victoria, the tyranny of distance often means
they have to travel considerable distances for major
shopping ventures, medical appointments or social
engagements. While all of us would compliment the
present and previous state governments on their
unequivocal commitment to road safety, we would also
acknowledge that safe roads are an integral part of any
government's efforts to continue our impressive
reduction not just in road deaths but in road injuries. I
say that as encouragement rather than as criticism,
because I acknowledge the state of our roads is linked
to the extent to which federal governments have
seemed to abrogate their road funding responsibilities.
I have also had the opportunity to visit much of the
south-west coast, from Lome through to Apollo Bay
and down to Warrnambool and Portland. In those towns
one sees indisputable evidence of the major
reconstruction of the economy that has occurred at the
national and state levels over the past 10 to 15 years.
Many of those townships thrive during the summer
months of December and January and often up until
Easter, and there is significant tourist activity during the
school holidays. However, an increasing number of
shops in the streets of those towns are becoming vacant,
and we all understand that that means fewer jobs for the
local people. Again, that is said not as criticism but as
encouragement. I urge the government to maintain its
efforts to support rural towns and provincial cities. It is
important that the economic activity in coastal
townships during the summer months is extended so
that there is employment for local people throughout
more of the calendar year.
In Victoria's south-west, Port Fairy has its
internationally renowned folk festival; people need to
book a year in advance if they want to attend it. That is
a local initiative, supported in various ways, and has
now reached international status. More recently, a folk
festival has been established at Apollo Bay. It, too, is
increasing in popularity and status, as well as reaping
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economic rewards for the area. Ventures such as those
folk festivals show that with vision and support it is
possible for those relatively small country towns to fmd
and build upon a niche in the tourism, recreation and
entertainment market.
Most honourable members would be aware of the rock
festival held at Lorne on New Year's Eve each year. It
is a local venture; young people, through their own
initiatives, established the festival on private property in
the Lome hinterland. I know many honourable
members share the view that across Victoria large
numbers of people are most willing to participate in
economic and social growth if and when the
opportunities arise.
I understand Mr Bowden will contribute to the
address-in-reply debate. In my capacity as a shadow
minister I have had the opportunity of visiting his
electorate. The Momington Peninsula especially, and
South Gippsland in a different way, has great potential.
It falls into a similar tourist and recreation area as does
Victoria's south-west. The Mornington Peninsula is
close to Melbourne and has the marvellous attractions
of safe beaches on the Port Phillip Bay side and the
more exciting and rugged surf beaches on the Western
Port side. When one visits that region, whether to see
the number of people associated with recreational
fishing or those who have sailboats - be they trailer
sailer or keelboats - one gets some idea of why the
Rex Hunts of the world speak so strongly - -

HoD. R. M. Hallam - There is only one Rex Hunt.
HoD. PAT POWER - Yes, Rex Hunt speaks
highly about how important recreational fishing is to
the economic wellbeing of Victoria I am not a
fisherman - HOD. K. M. Smith - You will have plenty of time
soon, unfortunately - and we are sorry about that!
HOD. PAT POWER - I intend to do two things:
firstly, to use the tractor sparingly; and secondly, to
never tell Ken Smith if! get the tractor bogged!

The issue of recreational fishing is a perfect example of
looking at two sides of the equation. There is no doubt
that recreational fishing makes an enormous
contribution to the state's economy. People find it
difficult to comprehend the figures. On the other side of
the equation - and the house would understand I often
talk about the social side of the equation - the energy
people get from the relaxation and enjoyment
associated with recreational fishing means it must be
regarded as an activity that not only contributes
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significantly to the economy but also to the wellbeing
of many Victorians.
The other aspect I enjoy about the Mornington
Peninsula - and also, in a sense, the Yarra Valley - is
the way in which people are increasingly turning to
intensive farming. Mr Bowden would know that on the
Mornington Peninsula the farming tends to be vines,
which is to be applauded. The amount of vines I see
being established in places like the Mornington
Peninsula and the Yarra Valley demonstrates
confidence in the sustainability and viability of
Victoria's wineries. The same can be said of the
electorate of the Minister for Finance.
Although much of the vines farming work is now
mechanised, it becomes a significant contributor to
employment at the local level, whether it be for young
people looking for short-term employment or others
looking for regular, periodic employment. Those sorts
of activities should be applauded. I commend the
government for the role it has played in encouraging
that sort of activity.
The Governor's address to Parliament was most
interesting not only because it was his first but also that
it marked the Kennett government's acknowledgment it
is now time to start sharing with the Victorian
community some of the gains made as a result of the
pain Victorians have been asked to endure. In a sense, it
is appropriate that the address-in-reply debate should
conclude in this week when the state budget has been
brought down. It is now easier for the opposition and
Victorians, in their own hearts and minds, to establish
what kind of direction the Kennett government has
mapped out for the future.
I still believe the Kennett government's priority oUght
to be to pay increasing attention to the people who live
in the outer metropolitan areas of Melbourne where the
rate of growth and rapid expansion of homes, almost
always with young families, means there is a
proportionately high demand for infrastructure across
the whole range.
We need to bear in mind that communities in rural
Victoria, more so than provincial Victoria, have always
been at a disadvantage when compared with their city
cousins. When a decision is made in the country about
the provision of education, health, transport or
community services it needs to be managed much more
carefully than a similar decision in the metropolitan
area. If there is a restructure of services in suburban
Melbourne it is comparatively easy for Melburnians to
find a similar service in another location whereas in the
country it is an entirely different matter. If the provision
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of a particular service is altered or closed it is often not
possible for people in that community to access similar
services elsewhere. If the Kennett government is going
to share some of its gains as a result of the pain, I argue
on behalf of country Victorians that they have a special
case for consideration. Politics aside, I am sure all
members accept that people need to be treated equally.
If people in the country are to have equal outcomes
there needs to be some positive discrimination in their
direction.
I believe Victoria is still a fantastic state in which to
live. The lifestyles we lead and the opportunities we
have are better than any other state or territory in
Australia I am sure all honourable members will agree
that Australia is still the lucky country. The challenge
for the government is to respond to the genuine wishes
and aspirations of the community. People in country
areas need to be given some attention. I know some
members in the chamber have a much better knowledge
of the impact the current drought conditions have had
upon the capacity of people on the land to make a
living.
I hope the rains we have had during recent days will
continue, but Mr Bishop was saying when speaking on
another bill the house was debating earlier that to make
a living off the land it is not just a matter of having one
or two good years. Recovery from a significant drought
will not be achieved in the few months after rain. We
need to be mindful of people who are workIDg in small
business, whether they are running a family business in
the electorate of Jika Jika or whether they are
hard-working farmers on sheep, cattle or mixed
cropping fanns.lfwe acknowledge they are important
participants in a balanced economy we need to be
mindful of the circumstances they have to battle
through which are beyond their control and which are
essentially the results of nature.
When I look through my diary of travels during the past
year I do not remember meeting any Victorian whose
request of the state government was unreasonable.
People who are closely related to country Victoria
know that a great majority of people in the country
have simple and fair expectations of state and federal
govemmentsalthough often they are expressed in
volatile and sometimes colourful language. But when
you sit down and chinwag with these people you find
that what they want is reasonable and achievable.
I enjoyed the first address made by His Excellency, the
Governor. I hope and trust that now that the budget has
been delivered the Kennett coalition government will
take into account the wishes and aspirations of all
Victorians to deliver services, programs and capital
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works in a way that will ensure - to the best of
everybody's ability - that, regardless of where they
live and work Victorians will enjoy equally the benefits
of our economic and social growth.
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - It is with
great pleasure that I make a contribution to the
address-in-reply. His Excellency, Sir James Gobbo,
presented his speech to Parliament on 17 February. On
behalf of my constituents in South Eastern Province I
congratulate he and Lady Gobbo for the important tasks
they are performing and will continue to perform for
the people of Victoria I wish them well. I also thank
the former Governor, Mr McGarvie, and
Mrs McGarvie for the excellent work they performed
and for the care, attention and great skill with which
they served the people of Victoria I was fortunate to
experience the hospitality of the former Governor and
Mrs McGarvie on a number of occasions. Their
contribution to the state and to my province is a matter
of record. They did an excellent job and for that, on
behalf of my constituents, I thank them.
As the Governor said in his speech, now that we are
halfway through the 53rd Parliament it is appropriate to
review the state's progress. It is time to look at the
bigger picture and take in some of the perspectives. The
Governor's speech sets the pattern and gives some
dimension to the agenda for the remaining portion of
the Parliament in which we are serving.
One important characteristic of the Governor's speech
was the realisation that we are rapidly approaching the
21st century. The government's agenda, priorities and
orientation of the policy settings are mindful of that
crucial time necessary to ensure that the state can
through the legislative process and the setting of the
parameters carry out those measures and that they are in
tune with the active needs of this state as we approach
the milestone in our history.
It is also important that there be a total understanding of
the need to govern and legislate to assist all Victorians.
Since its election in October 1992 the government has
consistently aimed at a balance between the city and the
country to ensure the priorities that are required for our
country citizens are constantly to the forefront.
The finances and fiscal management of the state has
significantly improved since October 1992. If one
compares the fundamental economic indices of October
1992 with the amazing and proud announcement today
of the restoration of the AAA rating for Victoria, one
can see there has been an injection of hope, pride and
positive circumstances across the state. The Governor's
speech is intended to remind Victorians of the fortunate
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improvement in circumstances and to convey hope and
enthusiasm for our citizens.
The government understands the hopes and aspirations
of our community. I reflect with pride many bills that
have progressed through this chamber where those
hopes, aspirations and concerns have been clearly
understood by the government in the specific legislation
that may have been introduced. The content of
His Excellency's speech could be summarised as
encouragement. It is a thoughtful and encouraging
speech, one that would encourage any Victorian citizen
to be proud of knowing that the priorities are to the
forefront of those who have to make these important
decisions. The beginning of the 21 st century requires
strong, firm leadership to ensure that Victoria remains
and will be competitive. That desire has been clearly
expressed
The financial responsibility that we have so carefully
husbanded over the past few years translates into
low-risk financial policies. Taxation has been reduced;
investment and infrastructure have increased; and debt
and liabilities have been lowered. From October 1992
the state debt of$30.6 billion, or 30 per cent of gross
state product, has been lowered through the
government's programs to $11.1 billion, or 8.6 per cent
ofGSP. That is a massive turnaround. Victoria now has
a current account surplus and our credit rating has been
restored. That enables other measures to be taken which
in turn gives Victorians both encouragement and pride
in their state. Yesterday's budget will continue the
initiatives in education, health, social care and public
transport.

Another of the foreshadowed and stated goals,
objectives and achievements of this government is truth
in sentencing. If there is one crime among many about
which I am personally concerned it is that people
should be safe in their homes. Home invasion crime is
unacceptable and the government deserves credit for
ensuring that sentences reflect the community's
repugnance of such home invasions and the
circumstances that they often incur. The government
has built modern prisons and has taken a more
enlightened approach to truth in sentencing. That is a
further protection and assurance to the community that
we want a productive and safe society.
His Excellency also mentioned in his speech the
concern the government has for the advancement of
women. We can be proud of the senior appointments to
the public service, the recognition of women and the
opening of the Queen Victoria Centre, a major centre
for the women of Victoria. They are positive moves,
ones in which everyone is proud. We take that
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opportunity to advance the career prospects and
recognition of women in the service of the community,
be it in the professions, in the public service or in other
ways to be a serious one. It is an achievement of the
government and the foreshadowing of a continuation of
that emphasis of which we should all be proud.
The government is aware oflifting the standard of
living, as mentioned in the Governor's speech. It has
made contributions across the entire state in the
reduction of water costs, the announcement prior to the
Governor's speech of cuts of$l.3 billion in water
programs, an 18 per cent cut in household water bills
and the $450 million committed in capital works. They
are excellent achievements and further tangible
evidence of the progressive nature of the fiscal and
socially responsible programs of the government.
The electricity reforms continue. The $60 a year winter
power bill reduction and concessions are appreciated
and are important to a large number of Victorians. This
is a further commitment and evidence of the social
responsibility and is part of the program of encouraging
people to be positive and to enjoy their life in this state.
Lower council rates have been a hallmark of the
government The lowering of workers compensation
premiums contribute to the economic welfare of our
state.
At the conclusion of my contribution I shall briefly
detail some specifics in lower taxes and charges that I
consider are important. Not only are they compatible
with the thrust and overall approach of the Governor's
speech but also they clearly demonstrate to the people
of Victoria the excellent work that is being done.
The second half of the 53rd Parliament will see a
continuation of reforms and initiatives in education to
achieve greater autonomy for schools, changes to the
curriculum, exciting changes in technology, additional
commitments to teaching and the encouragement of
vocational training.
In my seat of South Eastern Province the government's

commitment foreshadowed in His Excellency's speech,
to encourage tourism, small business, further provision
of high-quality roads and to improve much-needed
educational facilities, is very welcome. The Nobbies is
a world-class environmental experience. Once the
wonderful project there is completed all Victorians will
be very proud of it. The state government's
commitment to encouraging tourism at Coal Creek in
Korumburra is also very pleasing. Careful additions to
Victoria's tourism inventory will continue to make the
state a quality tourism experience for both domestic and
international tourists. Mr Power was very generous in
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his comments about the Momington Peninsula, which
is a beautiful part of the wonderful province I have the
privilege to represent. I am also very supportive of
investment in the wine industry because it has enabled
the wine industry on the Momington Peninsula to
become economically viable.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Name them!
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN - The products are very
good. The diversity and quality of the wine exports
from our district is well appreciated and enjoyed on
occasions by many members of this Parliament. The
recreational fishing industry is conservatively valued at
hundreds of millions of dollars. I believe South Eastern
Province has the longest continuous saltwater coastline
of any electorate in the state. I know from experience
that the enjoyment and the constructive contribution to
Victoria's economy by the large numbers of
recreational fishermen around Western Port, Phillip
Island and the Momington Peninsula should be
encouraged.
The foreshadowed commitment of the government to
bring about the further improvement of road and school
infrastructure is a positive feature of the Governor's
speech that is very much appreciated by my electorate.
In looking at the big picture for Victoria, the past five
years has seen unemployment decrease to the present
very low level when compared with other states.
Investment and exports are up and taxes are down.
Through the government's encouragement Victoria has
a focus on international trade and international
competitiveness and technology. Those strategic
alignments equip Victoria very well to move into the
21st century. Recognition of Victoria's abundant
natural resources and the dairy, wheat and grain
industries is important My colleague Mr Bishop, the
honourable member for Barley - Hon. B. W. Bishop - And Wheat!
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN - The honourable member
for Barley and Wheat often reminds me of the
important agricultural contribution his province makes
to Victoria's economy. The foreshadowed increases in
health funding for the aged and education are important
features of the Governor's speech. Victoria is making
progress in the commitment against illegal drugs. The
$100 million Turning the Tide program is fully
supported and making excellent progress.
Developments in multimedia include the progressive
opening of 100 Skills.net centres, which will enable
more than 40 000 Victorians to understand the
importance of the Internet and give them access to it.
That development is foreshadowed in the Governor's

Wednesday, 22 ApriIl998

speech and is a very exciting factor in the development
of Victoria's programs.
Victoria is increasingly becoming Australia's high-tech
state on an international level. More than $1.2 billion
has been invested in production facilities, research and
medical products during the past few years. One hopes
to see a continuation of that. Australia's food exports
are highly regarded, and Victoria in particular is highly
respected as a source of safe, clean, green food The
government is working towards and encouraging the
situation so that by the year 2001 Victoria can triple the
export of food products to a value of $6 billion. The
consistent theme ofRis Excellency's speech is to equip
Victorians to continue to progress towards becoming a
very productive and viable state in the next century.
Seven local government authorities are located within
the borders of my electorate. There are opportunities for
members of local government to improve their service
to their constituents by improving their
communications with state government. In that way
members of parliament can more fully understand local
government programs and priorities. On occasions local
governments race away with their own programs and
we in Parliament learn about them only at the stage
when constituents are unhappy.
A number of legislative initiatives will flow through in
the immediate future. The quality of education will be
improved by the further introduction of self-governing
schools. The Retail Tenancies Act, which was
yesterday debated in this chamber, will be of benefit to
that extremely important sector of Victoria's economy,
and the Road Safety Committee report and other reports
affecting road safety will be implemented.
I conclude by highlighting some of the real
achievements of the government in cutting the taxes
and charges imposed on the Victorian community since
1992. In 1993-94 the Workcover average premiums
began to fall and annual savings were $580 million.
That represented a massive injection of extra money
into Victoria's economy. In 1994-95 land tax capping
was introduced resulting in a positive saving to
Victoria's economy of$21 million. Local government
rate reductions commenced in 1994-95, saving
ratepayers of Victoria $260 million. In 1997-98 payroll
tax was cut from 7 per cent to 6.25 per cent, which
saved the economy $103 million. Petrol and diesel
franchise fees were cut, saving the taxpayers of Victoria
$106 million. The new water pricing reforms, which
became effective in January 1998, will inject a further
$409 million into Victoria's economy.
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For the period 1992-93 to 1998-99 the cumulative
savings in taxes and charges are expected to be
$2171.9 million. I will repeat that figure, because it is
important. During the coalition's time in government
taxes and charges will have fallen by $2171.9 million.
Earlier I described the Governor's speech as
encouraging because it foreshadows further gains,
opportunities and good things for the people of
Victoria I am pleased to have experienced the spirit in
which His Excellency conveyed his speech to the
chamber on 17 February.
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - I am
delighted to take part in the address-in-reply debate on
the Governor's speech. Firstly, I congratulate Sir James
Gobbo on his appointment as Governor. I wish him and
his wife well as they undertake their duties.

I also thank the previous Governor, Richard McGarvie
and Mrs McGarvie for their good service to the state.
The Governor and Mrs McGarvie visited rural Victoria
on many occasions. They were always gracious and
always interested in what was going on. Some things
about such visits stick in your mind I can remember
one evening when the Governor and his wife put on a
dinner for a number oflocal representatives, including
the local government commissioners of the day, at
Newbridge, a small place outside Bendigo. The dinner
was arranged by the wonderful lessees of the
Newbridge Hotel, Phillip and Pat. A great night was
had by all.
I commend Sir James Gobbo on his excellent opening
speech. He touched on all the issues the government
has addressed in its period in office. He clearly
identified the changes over the past five and a half years
that have placed the state at the leading edge of
government business administration. That is often a
hard thing to sell in the community. People tend to
accept change when you are doing it well, but when
you are doing it badly they certainly notice. The
government should be proud of the positive recognition
it has received.
One of the issues about which we should feel most
proud is the reduction in the huge state debt of
$32 billion that we were left with when we took over.
The debt is now down to $11 billion. In question time
today the Minister for Finance gave us the great news
that one of the financial sector umpires had given us a
AAA credit rating. That is wonderful, not only for the
government but also for the Victorian community. It is
important to recognise the extent to which the
community has worked with the government
throughout the past six years.
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As I move around Victoria and, in particular, around

the large province of North Western, which I represent,
I am struck by the increasing confidence in our
community. It does not matter where you go or which
industry you are involved with, that confidence is
apparent. That is what governments should do by
setting the right fmancial and legal parameters and
putting regulations in place that ensure small
businesses in particular do not have governments on
their backs all the time so they can get on with the job.
I commend the Minister for Health, Rob Knowles, who
I think is an excellent minister, for his understanding of
the difficulties involved in providing health services in
both metropolitan and rural areas. His efforts in gaining
a 25 per cent increase in total health outlays since the
election of the government is a true reflection of his
ability to recognise difficulties and articulate issues. I
also commend the Premier and his cabinet colleagues
on their stand on the difficult issue of health funding,
which we tend to strongly debate with our federal
colleagues, as we are entitled to do.
The reduction in private health insurance is more
evident in rural and regional Victoria than it is in the
metropolitan area. One reason is the cost - at least
$3000 a year for a couple - which discourages people
from partaking. Without any incentives the number of
people with private health insurance will continue to
fall. Many constituents contact my electorate office
about the problems caused by the private health
insurance gap. People with private health insurance do
the right thing by going to hospital to get everything
done, but when they come out they have to pay the gap
between the cost of the treatment and the insurance
cover. There are a number of health issues that all
Australian governments need to address. I urge the state
and federal governments to have a cooperative
discussion about health funding, because a positive
resolution of those issues is important.
There is no better advocate of the restructuring of the
taxation system than Roger Hal1am, the Minister for
Finance, who loves to get on a soapbox and speak
about it Getting the tax system right will require the
cooperation of the state and federal governments. As
the Governor suggested, we will never have a better
opportunity. The coalition has done a good job with
government business administration, but given the right
structure we can do an even better job in the next few
years.
I am pleased about the government's Turning the Tide
program, into which a large amount of money $100 million - will go over four years. The drug issue
was addressed a couple of years ago by the Penington
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inquiry, which heard evidence from communities in
metropolitan Melbourne and rural Victoria. I am
convinced that no Victorian community is immune
from the drug problem - or perhaps I should call it a
challenge. I am delighted that schools are now involved
in the program and that funding has been allocated for
that purpose. Although I do not believe schools should
be charged with the full responsibility of educating our
children about drugs, they have an important role to
play. Young people attend school for a fair amount of
the day, so the government's initiative in allocating
funding and resources to allow schools attack the drug
problem is to be commended.
I am also pleased about the initiative to increase support
for carers, who probably do not get the recognition they
deserve. Sometimes we do not notice the dedication of
those who care for our elderly or for people with
disabilities, be they physical or mental. Those people
deserve all the support they can get. The initiative has
been well accepted by the community. A number of
services such as Carelink offer support for carers. Too
often we think more about the people the carers look
after and forget about giving the carers some relief. The
provision of services for those who care for the elderly,
people with mv/AIDS and people with disabilities is a
positive initiative.
I often visit Bendigo in serving the province I share
with Mr Best. The Bendigo Health Care Group's
capital redevelopment project clearly demonstrates the
government's commitment to health services in the
Loddon-Mallee region. The innovative and exciting
project is also fmancially substantial, with $37 million
having been put in so far.
The project will provide sustainable health services in
that area Bendigo is the centre for that health care area
in the state. I applaud that type of initiative; it is well
placed and well founded. It will increase the
employment of the region which is significant to
Bendigo's economy and its community. It highlights
the good record of jobs that have been created in rural
Victoria I congratulate the chairman of that outfit, Ted
Spicer, and his team, the Bendigo Health Care Group,
because they have taken on a great challenge and
should be commended for their initiative and
community services.
I turn to the more isolated rural communities, and will
mention specifically the Shire ofBuloke and the
delivery of health services. It has always been difficult
to marry together the Victorian Bush Nursing
Association hospitals and public hospitals. I remember
being put on a task force by Marie Tehan, the former
Minister for Health, to examine the Bush Nursing
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Association hospitals. It was a fascinating time for me;
I had never done anything like that before. The
government has injected $3 million into the
Wycheproofhospital in the Shire ofBuloke. That
hospital will become the central point for what we
could loosely call the Buloke health services area. The
hospital will play a central role in joining with the bush
nursing hospitals of Sea Lake, Birchip and Charlton. It
is wonderful that the government can recognise
hospitals that by their sheer nature have been
designated as private hospitals but have been built up
by the community over a number of years. The Buloke
health services system is starting to come to fruition,
and we will see a strong health delivery service in the
area I was pleased to play any part I could in putting
forward the models for that area which can be designed
to any requirement and delivered across our rural areas.
Another example of that initiative is the Pyramid Hill
service. All services are different - they are designed
to be different because they have different needs.
However, the Pyramid Hill service is an excellent
primary care service with a strong district nurse
presence; it provides a vast number of services across
the community which is a great benefit. I am sure
Mrs Hogg would remember the formation of the Mallee
Track. The track links together the Ouyen public
hospital and the Victorian bush nursing agencies at
Underbool, Murrayville and Patchewollock. The
Mallee Track has been a real success story. It was
difficult for a start because some of the people in those
more outlying areas were particularly concerned they
would lose their identity. It now has a representative
community board; it is a true mUltipurpose service
(MPS) - in other words, all of the money that comes
from state and federal governments is channelled into
the one area and the community board makes the
decisions about where and how services are supplied.
The program has worked very well and it is one of the
success stories that will set the pattern for health
delivery services across rural Victoria.
We are heading towards a multipurpose service in
Robinvale. Another $3 million was granted during the
last fmancial year; that funding will bring together the
health services in Robinvale and I commend the
Robinvale community. Like members of the Mallee
Track community the people of Robin vale got together
in a cooperative effort and put together a complete
health service for their community.
Another great health service delivery result was the
opening of the Nyah District Jacaranda Hostel for the
Aged, which again was a tremendous community
effort. The federal government contributed half of the
$1.3 million and the community banded together to
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produce the other half. The situation was difficult
because again at Nyah we had a bush nursing hospital. I
compliment Bany Steggall, the member for Swan Hill,
for the wonderful job he did in moving the
communities along to get the best health deal they
could. During those negotiations the need for an aged
care facility in the area was clearly identified. That
facility would fit in well with the bush nursing hospital
because the hospital was struggling due to rising costs
and the reduction in health benefits. !an Watson and
Neville Harris, the leaders in the VBNA area, did a
wonderful job with their communities, as did the
federal government and Veterans Affairs. A wonderful
building was constructed I also understand more
money is coming through the state government via this
budget to complete that situation, which is a good
result.
I suppose there is always a bit of sadness associated
with some of these issues. The Minister for Finance
would remember one senior citizen well. Frank
Richardson was a great stalwart of country Victoria; he
was particularly enthusiastic about the Jacaranda Hostel
for the Aged and spent an enormous amount of time
raising money. Frank visited more than 100 people
about the hostel but sadly passed away just before its
opening. He would have been delighted about the
bright and cheery 15-bed unit, which currently has
10 occupants. It will soon, I hope, house a full
complement of people. The hospital will soon receive a
revamp which will contribute to the provision of further
services for the community.
Today the Minister for Health spoke about the new
hospital about to be built at Mildura. A significant
amount of research has gone into the decision to have a
privately built owned and operated hospital in Mildura.
It is a decision that has not been taken lightly. The
hospital board at Mildura undertook research in the area
and came up with a clear view that to refurbish the old
hospital was simply putting good money after bad and
it would be better to build a new hospital. The work that
has been done has been enormous. I compliment the
officers involved. Firstly, I congratulate the minister
because of his positive approach. It would have been
easy to brush the issue aside and say, 'No, don't worry
about it; we will wait a few years'. The minister
employed Dane Huxley as chairperson of the steering
committee and Anita Wood as project manager; both
are experienced people who have done an enormous
amount of work and I commend them for the open-door
approach they have had with the community. They
have spoken to almost every group in Mildura and have
put the picture in perspective in that regard. The
scaremongering that has gone on and the statements
such as 'You have to have your wallet in your hand' are
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nonsense. The hospital will be new; it will be state of
the art and will offer more services than the old
hospital. It will treat people the same way as the old
hospital did in relation to the contracts.
One of the biggest challenges we have in rural Victoria
is the tempting, if you like, of doctors into country
areas. It has been a most frustrating exercise. In most
regional areas the doctors we seem to attract are
overseas-trained doctors; it is very difficult to draw
them out of the metropolitan area into the country to
practise. The Charlton district has just lost a doctor; he
has moved down to the metropolitan area - and
another doctor is likely to be lost at Sea Lake. Again,
both doctors were overseas-trained. The electorate of
Swan Hill is about 17 or 18 doctors short, which is a
reflection on the system and the structure. We need to
tempt doctors into rural areas.
I again commend Bany Steggall for the enormous
amount of work he has done with the Australian
Medical Association and the Victorian Medical
Practitioners Board in an effort to ensure
overseas-trained doctors get a decent break in the
system. When these doctors come to rural areas they
can now be under the supervision of a larger hospital
and will be able to manage to do the exams that are
required in a structured fashion, which will give them
the opportunity to work and to learn and get the
licensing that is required so they can continue to operate
in the area.
To give honourable members an idea of the practical
suggestions that come from our communities, I refer to
a letter I received from the Tyrrell Advisory Committee
from Sea Lake. The committee makes a number of
suggestions including tying specific registration to a
geographical area. That already exists in some specialty
medical areas, and it could be extended so that
practitioner worked only in designated towns or
districts. I mention some of those suggestions because
so that honourable members realise the efforts the
committee makes.
It suggests that weightings be given to the types of
medicine to be practised. For example, family
medicine, surgery or any other specialty practice could
be considered for specific registration. Another
suggestion was for ongoing assessment - in other
words, when overseas doctors come into the area their
assessments could be done in units or modules and not
just in one hit, which can be confusing for anyone,
particularly overseas-trained doctors. Candidates who
achieve a mark within the designated range of a pass
could be given a supplementary assessment, either
written or oral.
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Many people are working to overcome the problem, but
in the long term we need to provide the motivation and
the fmancial incentives to attract Australian-trained
doctors to practise for some time at least in rural
communities - and preferably in smaller towns rather
than the bigger rural cities. We cannot expect doctors to
come to rural areas and be on call every weekend; we
must give them a break, and that is being addressed as
well. I commend shires such as the Shire ofLoddon,
which is looking to establish a trust to encourage
doctors to practise in the municipality. I raise the issue
both as a problem and a challenge for the future.
Along with Mr Bowden and Mr Best, I, too, have seven
municipalities in my province. I can report that the City
of Greater Bendigo is alive and well and confident of its
future. It is probably lucky in some respects in that it
was one of the first amalgamated councils. Its
commissioners were appointed early - they did a very
good job - and the transition to elected councillors
went well. Cr Megan Weston was the first mayor,
followed by Cr Barry Ackennan, and the present mayor
is Cr Maurie Sharkey. Although Bendigo has been
lucky, it has made its own luck as well. It is good to see
the municipality moving ahead. It is a good example of
how local government amalgamations have benefited
Victoria
I used to go to school at Bendigo, and I am amazed by
the achievements the city has made since then. The old
post office has been transfonned into a unique focal
point for explaining the who, what, where and when of
history and tourism in the area People can spend time
at the Chinese museum or the Chinese gardens. Russell
Jack, who won the Victorian Senior Citizens award this
year, has put an enonnous effort into keeping the
Chinese history of Bendigo alive and well. There are
many other things to enjoy in the city. As I said, I am
delighted to see that Bendigo is alive and well.
The Mildura Rural City Council has done a good job
since the transition from commissioners to elected
councillors. It has faced some challenges, which it has
overcome very well. I compliment the council and the
mayor Cr Eddie Warhurst, who has fmished one term
and been elected for another. Leonie Burrows has been
appointed the chief executive officer and is known to a
number of honourable members. I wish them all well,
particularly Leonie, as she takes on her challenging
task. I will not mention the other councils in the
province, except to say they are all moving along well
and are sure of where they are going. They have all
been through their second run of mayoral elections, and
some mayors have been re-elected and some have not. I
am pleased with their perfonnance.
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I also note the confidence that is evident in rural
Victoria, especially in my province. A good example is
the success of the Mildura Business Expo. It was the
first time the city had held a business expo, and we
were fortunate to have it opened by the Minister for
Small Business, Ms Asher. Governments can provide
the structure and allocate the money, but at the end of
the day the local people make it work. I was absolutely
staggered by the effort people put in. The expo had
36 infonnation sessions. It had a host of quality
speakers, both locals and people from outside the area.
There were representatives of 44 government and
private organisations in the exhibitor's display section,
and in all more than 1000 individuals participated.
Some 437 people registered to attend the special events
held over the three days. That highlights the confidence
that is evident in rural and regional Victoria
Greater Bendigo had already held its second business
expo - it led the way with the first - so Mildura was
able to learn from that. I was interested in the guest
speakers at Mildura. They included Peter Hillary, the
adventurer, who had us all hanging off the side of the
mountain when he spoke. Simon Bailey is a
get-up-and-go business executive who also rides super
bikes for fun. He is only seconds behind Mick Doohan
in the times he has travelled around the Phillip Island
circuit! Leeanne Grantham, who represented the
Women's National Basketball League, also spoke at the
expo. There was a great mix of speakers, and the
confidence and enthusiasm was great. We had an
enjoyable week. The annual business excellence awards
night, which flowed on from the expo, was attended by
more than 250 people. I am delighted to see that
Mildura is alive and well.
A lot of negative comments have been made about the
legislation the government introduced to provide
natural gas to rural and regional Victoria Natural gas
will be available in Mr Hallam' s province in the very
near future, as well as in the Sunraysia That would not
be occurring if the government had not had the
confidence to get the legislation through. I commend
the local government commissioners of the Mildura
Rural City Council, as well as the councillors and their
staff, all of whom have done an enormous amount of
work. I am confident natural gas will be available in
Mildura in the next 18 months. That will give the city
an alternative energy supply and I hope its huge
potential will be realised. At the National Party
conference at the weekend at Stawell the Deputy
Premier spoke about the proposed new irrigation
scheme, which, if it goes ahead, will increase the
productive capacity of the region. They are all positives
for rural and regional Victoria I am getting sick of the
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negatives that are put up when there are so many
positives.
There are many other issues I could mention. Some of
us do not think much about the arts, but Mildura is
fortunate because of the standard of its arts facilities.
The government injected $104 500 - a substantial
amount of money - into the arts in Mildura. The
Mildura Art Gallery received $61 500 and the Mildura
Performing Arts Centre, $43 000. The government's
support for the arts in rural and regional Victoria is
welcomed by the local people.
Many people rely substantially on tourism. The tourist
marketing campaign is aimed at generating an
additional $1 billion for rural Victoria The Suruaysia
area will benefit significantly from that campaign,
launched on 28 August last by the Minister for
Tourism. It includes extensive advertising on prime
time television and in cinemas. People will see rural
Victoria at its best
The convention market is another interesting area for
expansion. The Meeting in Country Victoria guide is
designed to encourage organisers to recognise that rural
and regional Victoria has a wealth of top quality venues
capable of catering for all sorts of functions. The guide
features North Western Province and places it in a good
position to maximise the economic potential of the
conference markets. The guide, which features venues
in the region, is prescriptive and should assist the
convention market in Victoria
Roads are an important issue in rural areas. The state
government has delivered on its promise to deliver a
high standard road connection from Irymple to
Mildura - which carries a lot of traffic - with the
completion of the $7 million Calder Highway project. I
welcome the completion of that project, which followed
the Premier's visit to the region when he announced a
$1.7 million project for north-western Victoria One of
the most important contracts just announced by the
Minister for Roads and Ports is the $1.2 million to
widen the Calder Highway south ofMildura and to
alter an extremely dangerous intersection at Hattah. I
had received strong representations from Ray and 1.ois
Stone, the owners of the Hattah store, which adjoins the
intersection. Also, a passing lane will be installed there.
Those things are important to tourists whose destination
is Mildura and to the movement of our products up and
down the road safely and economically. I applaud those
initiatives.
Another initiative for the Swan Hill area, strongly
represented by the honourable member for Swan Hill,
Barry Steggall, is the restoration of the 120-year-old
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historic paddle steamer Gem; it was looking rather
tired. In addition to the $215 000 Community Support
Fund allocation towards its restoration, the Swan Hill
Rural City Council will donate $100 000 and the Swan
Hill Pioneer Settlement, $80000. The small but
important issues in our community include a number of
tourist projects. I recall attending the opening of the
flying boat museum at Lake Boga. Dick Peel, its
organiser, and his committee were tremendously
enthusiastic about that museum which has collected the
history of the flying boats based there during the war
years.
It is important that the government continues to
recognise the smaller areas in Victoria that have been
its good supporters - for example, Hopetoun has been
offered $119 000 for the implementation stage of
Hopetoun Creative Village. It is interesting how small
communities make use of whatever venues they have.
Hopetoun is a good example. It has a good airstrip
where it has hosted an air sports show for the past three
years. I was fortunate to be able to open the show this
year. Tony Thomton chairs Hopetoun 's organising
committee, which puts on a good show. It has been well
attended and proudly displays the talents of our smaller
communities.
A significant issue is the reforms and initiatives for
water in rural Victoria because a large part of the
$1.3 billion allocation for water works in the state is
directed towards rural water, to bring our small towns
up to World Health Organisation water supply and
waste water standards. The Grampians Region Water
Authority is a good example with its $80 million plans
for the Grampians and Mallee water and waste water
projects. It aims to do the necessary work, which will
encourage people to visit our regional centres. That
work will be carried out and will result in an average
18 per cent savings in water bills for the local
communities. A number of small towns are on the list
for water works; they include Beulah, Hopetoun,
Murrayville, Underbool, Walpeup and Woomelang.
That is a sign of the government's intention to look
after rural and regional Victoria
I turn to the issue of land resources. Recently I had a
wonderful time when I travelled for the day with Gerald
Leach, chairman of the Mallee Catchment Management
Authority, and his chief executive officer, Scott Glyde.
We visited a number of groups involved in tree planting
and rabbit control measures. It was a great opportunity
to meet people and ensure those government programs
are getting to where they should be - in works on the
ground.
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I also recognise the government's changes to the farms
stamp duty exemptions implemented in its reforms last
year. I commend the Minister for Finance, the
Treasurer and their officers for the way they worked
through that program. Without going into detail, it is
one of the best initiatives a government could put into
place on farm succession planning. It is not possible to
do anything better than to get people in the right frame
of mind and to give them the initiative to transfer
family farm businesses from one generation to another.
Today the house debated an opposition motion about
waterfront reform. Speakers to that debate fairly and
pointedly put their views. I was fortunate in being able
to contribute to the debate. The issue is not about point
scoring but simply about access. I stand by the remarks
I made earlier today, that I cannot understand why
anyone would stand in the way of sustainable
opportunities on our waterfronts across the country. I
commend the action of the federal government in
putting forward a structure that will enable access to our
ports. I urge all parties to cooperatively work towards
that endeavour.
I compliment the Minister for Roads and Ports. His
completion of the initiative on primary production
heavy vehicle registration fees was commenced by the
former minister, Mr Baxter. It is a good example of
how farm organisations such as the Victorian Farmers
Federation, members of Parliament and ministers, who
are tough but cooperative, can put in place a process
that is regarded as the best in Australia. I am proud of
the system. It certainly recognises that vehicles
belonging to farming communities do not travel the
kilometres reached by commercial vehicles, but it also
protects commercial vehicles. The scheme allows a
part-year registration ifprimary producers wish to
pursue that opportunity.
Additional funds have been allocated to Victorian
preschools. We still have difficulties in isolated areas
with preschools. I am still concerned about funding to
preschools in isolated areas because many young
mothers strive to keep their preschools operating. Over
time the government will probably need to address that
issue.
Another positive initiative in rural Victoria was the
staging in Mildura of a qualifying round of the Davis
Cup played between Australia and Zimbabwe.
Government funding towards that event helped
promote Mildura to the world. In the end, such events
come down to the role played by the people. Tennis
Victoria, Tennis Australia, the Mildura Lawn Tennis
Club, and many volunteers did a magnificent job in
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staging that event. The Mildura Rural City Council also
played its part.
Australia did not win the tie but the Black brothers from
Zimbabwe performed superbly. The tournament was
highly successful and it put Mildura on the map. Every
person who saw the matches on television, heard them
on the radio or read about them in the newspapers was
aware ofMildura It demonstrated the capacity of
Mildura to put on a major event. It did it superbly and I
congratulate them on that.
The future of Victoria is tied up with our young people.
A young student from Mildura, Eleanor Curran, was
selected from 400 other attendees at the National Youth
Science Forum in Canberra to represent Australia in
South Africa in June this year. She came to my office
looking for some help to raise some money to travel to
South Africa I commend the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology, whose office has been
extremely generous in supplying $2000 to help Eleanor
travel to South Africa It is great that young students
like Eleanor, who are totally committed to their future
careers, were chosen as our representatives and were
able to receive some help from the government. To get
there they have raised some money themselves. They
probably have done a lot to gain academic recognition.
Our future is in our youth and I am delighted to see a
young person like Eleanor Curran being given the
opportunity.
I am pleased about the confidence that has been
generated throughout Victo~ especially in regional
and rural Victoria. I commend the Governor for his
summation of where Victoria has been and where it is
going. I am sure he wishes the state well for the future.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I shall
contribute to the address-in-reply to the Governor's
speech. The speech, which was written by the
government, outlined its plans for Victoria during the
course of the next couple of years. The Governor's
speech made a number of claims. I shall discuss some
of the claims made about education, health and the
economy. The government has a range of initiatives,
the most talked about of which is the social advantage
test for future policies. I find that extraordinary; the
Labor Party has always taken the view that a social test
must be applied to all policies. That is probably one of a
number of fundamental differences between the Labor
Party and the conservative parties.

It was interesting to see Mr Forwood seek to clarify
what he thought was the philosophical basis of the
Liberal Party. He read from a little blue book, which
was meant to tell us what the Liberal Party was all
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about. When he was asked to define liberalism he could
not come up with a definition, let alone tell us much
about the liberal philosophy. It is true that there are
fundamental differences between the philosophical
approach of those on the Labor side and the approach
of the government.
An easy way for me to understand that is to
acknowledge that the Labor Party is one of the great
social democratic parties of the 20th century. It was
built on social democratic principles. It has pursued
those principles for 100 years. It was responsible for the
introduction of a whole range of initiatives, which is
what social' democratic parties are about. It introduced
the 8-hour day, a comprehensive social security system,
universal health care and education systems. It did so in
a way that protected our democratic way of life and our
democratic system.

Because Mr Forwood issued a challenge to the
opposition to clarify its philosophical traditions I say to
him that the social democratic traditions ofLabor are
well embedded in the roots of the Labor Party in its
fundamental support for basic human rights, free
expression and free association of work, and a whole
range of such values. They come down to four
fundamental goals, principles or aspects that define
what the Labor Party is about. The first of those is the
defence of democratic institutions, which includes such
things as the rights of citizens, workers and unions, the
defence of human rights and the defence of our
democratic institutions generally. Labor has a
substantial tradition in relation to that. One need only
contrast those traditions with the attitude of
conservative parties to the Auditor-General, the
Director of Public Prosecutions and a whole host of
attacks on the democratic institutions to understand the
fundamental difference between the two parties.
The second aspect of Labor' s social democratic
philosophy is the pursuit of social justice. Labor
introduced the important welfare policies of the past,
which included universal access to social security
payments, workers compensation, health, education kindergartens through to universities - and so on.
Labor has a great tradition of supporting social justice.
The third aspect, which is not as commonly understood,
is Labor' s traditional support for a properly regulated
competitive marketplace. It has done so with the
support of marketplace mechanisms as a means of
organising production. For example, the opposition
supported the deregulation of the liquor industry under
Labor and allowed the restaurant market to establish
new cultural patterns, which in turn created a
multimillion dollar industry. Laber's record in

supporting a properly regulated competitive
marketplace cannot be denied.
The final difference between the opposition and its
opponents is in industry policy. No current government
has a state-based industry policy, but Labor believes in
an interventionist industry approach to increase wealth
and equity in our community. Again, that highlights a
basic difference between the way we and our
conservative opponents approach the management of
the Victorian economy. Those four points show the rich
tradition of social democratic philosophy and policies
on which Labor is based. We are able to articulate that
philosophy and those policies when called on to do so.
For the first time the Governor's speech referred to the
social advantage test, something Labor has always
done. It is part of Laber philosophy to consider the
social aspects of all policies by testing them against
social justice criteria and so on. The government's test
is nothing but a Clayton's social advantage test. I do not
think Victorians believe this is a government of social
justice, because it never has been. The so-called social
advantage test is nothing but an attempt by the
government to cover up the extent of the social pain it
has caused and the inequality and injustice it has
wrought in the Victorian community.
On education the Governor said:
The priority is for Victoria to build a dynamic future for its
coming generations with education as the basis of a vital
economic and social strategy.

The opposition does not disagree with that sentiment.
Expressing a sentiment of that sort is one thing, but
having the policies to realise the education of our
children is another. That is a priority. In many respects
investing in the education of our children is more
important than investing in bricks and mortar.
The 1998 Report on Government Services prepared by
the Industry Commission for the steering committee on
the review of commonwealth-states service provision
shows the true extent of the damage inflicted by the
government on Victoria's education system. The report
shows that Victoria is the only state that has reduced
expenditure on education. Since 1992-93 the
government has cut expenditure on education by a
nominal 10 per cent, and Victoria has the lowest
expenditure per full-time student of all the states.
The report shows that the Kennett government spends
$300 less per government school student than the other
states. That is 5.5 per cent below the Australian
average. It also shows that the Kennett government
spends $380 per head less on students in all schools
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than the Australian average. Victorian expenditure on
primary school students is $257 per head less than the
Australian average. At the same time, Victoria's
education assets have been sold off at breakneck speed.
In one year alone, between 1995 and 1996, $1.7 billion
in assets were sold off - that is, 25 per cent ofthe
value of capital stock in the education area.

In his speech the Governor said:
... targets have been established for Victorian students to
attain 100 per cent proficiency in literacy by 2005 and to be
among the top five in the world in mathematics and science
by 2010.

Again, it is easy to make those statements, but it is
another matter to have policies that bring them about. It
is easy to say that all Victorian students will be
proficient in literacy by 2005, but the truth is that the
educational standards of Victorian students are fallincr
behind standards in the rest of Australia. Victorian t:>
students recently recorded the lowest scores in
mathematics and science relative to the other states.
The retention rates for males and females have dropped
since 1992. The year 12 retention rate for males has
dropped from 70.5 per cent in 1992 to 61.2 per cent in
1996. The year 12 retention rate for females has
dropped from 86.1 per cent to 78.3 per cent in the same
period.
Notwithstanding the government's propaganda, its
record on job creation has been poor, particularly if one
looks at the number of full-time jobs in Victoria.
Compared with the rest of Australia, which has grown
by 10 per cent, full-time employment in Victoria has
grown by only 5 per cent. That is a most damaging
statistic because it shows the hollowness of the
government's ongoing claims about employment
creation. The government has turned its back on young
people, because youth unemployment has gone from
bad to worse. The ABS figures show that Victoria has
the highest teenage unemployment rate in Australia.
Victoria now accounts for 28 per cent of teenage
unemployment in Australia despite having only 24 per
cent of Australia's teenagers.
The ABS figures also show that over 52 000 teenagers
were looking for work in January, almost 10 000 more
than were looking for work at the same time last year.
Unemployment among Victorian teenagers lookincr for
full-time work is now 35.9 per cent compared witht:>the
national average of26.9 per cent. The unemployment
rate among teenagers looking for any type of job is now
26.9 per cent, the highest level of any state. There has
been a decline in job creation in Victoria, and the state
has performed poorly in the education field.

Wednesday, 22 April 1998

The government has not done well in the area of
investment. The latest ABS figures reveal that Victoria
experienced its lowest level of growth in private sector
investment in more than two years. Victoria recorded
the second-lowest level of growth in private sector
capital investment over the last quarter across all states.
The ABS figures reveal that the Victorian percentage
change over a previous quarter was 2.5 per cent
compared with Western Australia with 6 per cent,
Queensland with 4.2 per cent and Tasmania with
2.7 per cent. That has been confirmed by Access
Economics Investment Monitor, which states:
Victoria's problem is that it has few projects committed or in
the planning to replace projects that are completed.

Rural Victoria has been particularly hard hit by

government policies across a range of areas, including
the closure of schools and country hospitals. Victoria
has seen 12 country hospitals and more than
150 country schools closed. Last year more than 17 500
full-time jobs were lost in country Victoria, and youth
unemployment in some areas of country Victoria
exceeds 50 per cent. Victoria has witnessed the closure
of passenger service trains and a range of reduced
transport services too numerous to name.
The opposition does not believe the government has
achieved any of the objectives it set itself in job
creation, health, education, transport - where Victoria
is experiencing the ongoing fiasco of the Met ticket and in a range of other areas including the attack on
democracy by curtailing the activities of the
Auditor-General and the reduction of workers' benefits
through the cuts in Workcover.
The government has been an abysmal failure in all
those areas. Victorians have woken up to the fact that
the government is a failure in its policies on health,
education and transport, its democratic institutions and
its workers compensation scheme. The list of failures
goes on and on. That is why the government was
rejected at the Mitcham by-election. That is the reason
for the continued rejection of the government. That is
why at the next election the opposition will have
progressive, forward-looking and imaginative policies
to put to the electorate whereas the tired government
will have no ideas, having failed to deliver the basic
services essential to Victorians. The opposition looks
forward to the debate over the next 12 months and to
the election campaign. It is confident that Victorians
will see through the facade of the government and elect
a Labor government at the earliest opportunity.
Motion agreed to.
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Ordered that addres~in-reply be presented to
His Excellency the Governor by the President and
members of the house.

The ACTING PRESIDENT
(Hon. G. B. Ashman) - Order! So far a date has not
been fixed for the presentation of the address-in-reply
to His Excellency. 'When the date is known honourable
members will be notified and the President will be glad
if as many members as possible accompany him for the
presentation of the address-in-reply.

BUDGET PAPERS, 1998-99.
Hon. R M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That the Council take note of the Budget Papers, 1998-99.

Sitting suspended 6.28 p.m. until 8.03 p.m.

Hon. C. A. STRONG (Higinbotbam) - I am
pleased to give my enthusiastic support to the budget.
We need to see it as part of a continuum - that is what
financial management is about - and not as a one-off
situation. 'What we do today will affect Victorians next
year, the year after and three to four years after than. In
the same way, what Labor did five, six and seven years
ago is still affecting Victoria today. A budget - a
financial plan - is part of a building process.

After 5Yz years of striving to overcome the legacy of
10 years ofLabor, we have now almost achieved our
goal. Our problem, however, is that although we have
come close to ridding Victoria of the legacy, we have
unfortunately not dispensed with all the individuals
responsible for it. It is a great disappointment to me that
those responsible have not been able to bring
themselves to accept the fact that they left behind a
poison pill. They include Mr Theophanous, who is an
interesting individual. He is probably still at dinner,
which is the best place he could be. It is interesting that
when you look into his eyes you see the back of his
head.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. C. A. STRONG - It is unfortunate that these
people, the backs of whose heads you can see when you
look into their eyes, cannot bring themselves to
acknowledge that they are culpable for the legacy of
debt they left the state with. As I said, one of the
attractive aspects of the budget is that we have almost
overcome the legacy.

In 1992 the state debt was something like $33 billion
and the underlying current account deficit was

1~99.

something like $3 billion. On top of that, capital
expenditure was at an all-time low. Virtually nothing
was being spent on capital works, which are about
building up and maintaining the asset stock of the state
for the benefit of future generations - our children and
unfortunately the children of the people on the
opposition benches. Labor neglected the most sacred
obligation of any government, which is to build for
future generations. Members opposite absolutely
abandoned and dishonestly subverted that obligation,
which they had and which all governments have.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - He should be in prison, this
Theophanous.
Hon. C. A. STRONG - That is not a bad idea! It is
fascinating to reflect on the fact that after five and a half
years in government we have reduced the state debt
from $32 billion to something like $10 billion, which is
close to the debt Labor inherited when it came to office
in 1982. In other words, we have been able to rid
ourselves of the enormous legacy they left us with.

That was poignantly crystallised today, the day after the
budget was handed down, by the news that Victoria has
regained its AAA credit rating from Standard and
Poor's, which we bequeathed to Labor in 1982 and
which, year after year, it wasted and fmally threw away.
We have now rebuilt the state's credit rating for the
benefit of all Victorians.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - We should crucify him!
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. C. A. STRONG - We would need to use
tacks rather than nails to keep things to the right size.
What is the position today? The current account surplus
is projected to be about $767 million. We also have a
current account surplus reported under what would be
called normal accounting procedures - accrual
accounting as 99 per cent of the rest of the world
understand it. In this budget the government has taken
the remarkable step of moving the state's budgeting
system to a current account system - as we heard
earlier today, something the Labor Party said it was
going to do and which would be wonderful. It was once
again one of its brave goals that it was never able to
achieve. To put it into perspective, that current account
swplus of$767 million in old speak, as it were, is a
swplus of about $165 million.

Over its period in office the government has
significantly reduced taxes, an important aspect of the
budget which I will touch on later. 'When one considers
Victoria's position within the Commonwealth of
Australia, one discovers that Australia is now part of a
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competitive world and Victoria is part of a competitive
country. The future success of our state depends on
Victoria's competitive situation within the
commonwealth. Taxation is one of the most important
competitive advantage measures, something the
government has addressed in the budget in the most
aggressive fashion. It will be to the long-tenn benefit of
Victoria
Not only has the government been able to reduce taxes,
but it has also been able to build its spending levels
close to those that were in place when the coalition
came into government in 1992. At that time the state
debt and the current account deficit were significant
amounts; there was no option for us as prudent
managers to reduce expenditure because as any
housewife or house owner would know, if outgoings
are exceeding incomings you have one option: you
have to reduce your outgoings. That is what this
government did, and it was not a pleasant thing. It was
not something this government enjoyed - although
those opposite on the Labor Party benches seem to
think the government took great pleasure in it.
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there should be competition and that this is the
way--

Hon. D. A. Nardella - That is why you drove
awayOOCL.
Hon. C. A. STRONG - That interesting debate
this morning about the waterfront was simply about
protecting a monopoly situation, and how
anybody-Hon. D. A. Nardella - What, Patrick or P and O?
Hon. C. A. STRONG - How can Patrick be a
monopoly? There is only one monopoly on the
wharves, and that is the MUA.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - That is the way they
like it.
Hon. C. A. STRONG - It is time that monopoly
ceased to exist. That does not mean, as has been said by
others, that the MUA should cease to exist; it means its
monopoly should cease to exist.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - You did; you had grins on
your faces.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - No, you just sack all the
union members!

Hon. C. A. STRONG - The coalition did what the
Labor Party did not have the courage, intestinal
fortitude or brain power to do. The Labor Party left us
with a poison pill and we did not enjoy swallowing it.

Hon. C. A. STRONG - The Victorian economy is
booming-Hon. D. A. Nardella - You revised down your
indicators. That is a fact.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - You loved it!
Hon. C. A. STRONG - In the past five years the
government has been able to build back, having taken
in a number of notches in the belt, as it were, and
having reduced its outgoings, as would any family or
group of individuals. The government is now able to
begin spending again on appropriate services. The
budget also shows that levels of spending that were
unsustainable in 1992 were supported by budget
deficits amounting to $3 billion a year - totalling
$13 billion in the 1992 state budget. So those levels
were clearly unsustainable; belt tightening had to take
place. The coalition government has done the hard
work and now it is starting to spend again at those
levels.
The government has also been able to spend that
amount of money a lot more effectively. The
government has been able to get much greater output
and a much more effective result for money spent than
those opposite were ever able to do because it believes
in things like competition. The government does not
believe in union monopoly. The government believes

Hon. C. A. STRONG - Mr Nardella and his
colleagues hate this.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - We do, because you revised
down the growth rates.
Hon. C. A. STRONG - With a passion they hate
the fact that Victoria, which they destroyed and the
coalition has picked up, is leading the nation. The
Labor Party hates that.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Leading them into
unemployment, with bad retention rates.
Hon. C. A. STRONG - It is the best
demonstration ofLabor's failure that despite the
coalition being bequeathed a disaster area it picked it up
and made it work in a most dramatic and spectacular
way. It is clear that the budget gives more security to
Victoria One needs only to reflect on what would have
been the situation if in 1996-97 Victoria had inherited
the Labor budget situation this year when faced with
the external challenges of the problems in Asia, the
uncertainty that exists with Japan and the international
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marketplace. If we were facing those uncertainties with
such an unstable budget situation we would be in a
great deal of trouble. Victoria can rest easy that the
government has done what it can to restore the budget
situation. Victoria is now able to deal with those
external threats in a way that, frankly, five years ago
would not have been possible. The impact on
Victorians, on Victorian business and on the Victorian
economy would have been quite different if those
threats had existed back then.
We often hear about the budget via the carping from
members opposite. They say there is too much fat in it,
that the swplus measured in the old way of about
$165 million should have been used to plough more
money into the state, or alternatively that it should have
been used to cut taxes. There is absolutely no doubt that
when we face the uncertainties in the international
marketplace we need the insurance of that surplus.
The government and I believe it would be imprudent to
sacrifice the swplus in any way. One of the most
important things a government can do - and the
budget reflects it - is to establish a sound economy so
that people can be assured of employment and of
having sufficient disposable income to be happy and
contented. When people go to bed at night they should
feel confident that they will still have jobs to go to in
the morning so they can payoff the loans on their
houses or their cars or whatever. If the economy is
strong the cash flow from taxation can be used to fund
services for people in need, but if the economy is on its
knees there is no money to support them. Of course,
that has a ratcheting effect: when the economy is on its
knees there are more people in need whose demands
cannot be met and that can lead to a Third-World
scenario. One of the most important things a
government can do is keep the economy on a even keel.
That is something the Labor government completely
forgot.
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need to keep reminding ourselves that they are
infrastructure projects funded by the budget. On top of
that there is the infrastructure spending involved in City
Link, which will in part be directly funded through tolls
and the like. We have set about redressing the massive
infrastructure deficit Labor left to us. As I have said,
our most spectacular achievement is the reduction in
public sector debt from something like $33 billion to
close to $11 billion.
Some of the other items are equally as spectacular.
Over the past five years Victorian hospitals have treated
something like 45 per cent more patients than they
treated in 199091. People talk about the problems in the
hospital system, and we all acknowledge that it has
been under a certain amount of stress. However, that is
understandable when you realise that to all intents and
purposes there has been a 50 per cent increase in
throughputs. There is absolutely no doubt that given the
cost parameters the government has set, the result has
been nothing short of spectacular. Although we may
seem to have had a few problems, if you compare the
situation in Victoria with the situation in New South
Wales and Queensland you will realise the great job the
government has done.
One of the key targets of the government's tax
reduction strategy is payroll tax, which will fall to 6 per
cent from 1 July 1998. The cost to the budget will be
$90 million. That reduction comes on top of the
reduction in last year's budget. Payroll tax has a
detrimental effect on employment, which is why the
government has deliberately set out to reduce it to assist
in the creation of jobs for the benefit of all Victorians.

It is worth referring again to some of the headline items
in the 1998-99 budget because they are important
indicators of what the government has achieved. Some
of the highlights of the budget include an operating
surplus of$767 million, which is $165 million under
the old way of measuring it There will be direct tax
relief of $132 million in the full year and spending
initiatives of $271 million, focusing particularly on
health and education. Those two items total close to
$400 million. That has been achieved not by going into
deficit and shonky fmancial practices but by good
management.

The other significant benefit of all the hard work is the
improvement in Victoria's competitive position
vis-a-vis the other states. Victoria will face a major
challenge over the next 30 to 50 years. Victoria
traditionally has been the no. 2 state in the nation after
New South Wales. In fact, 60 to 70 years ago Victoria
was probably no. 1. We will soon become the no. 3
state after Queensland, and if we do not want to go the
way of Tasmania we will have to work doubly hard to
maintain our position. We will have to try that much
harder than New South Wales and Queensland to be
competitive by offering the best services at the cheapest
prices. That is the only way we can guarantee the
security of all Victorians. We have moved a long way
down that path. The gap between Victoria's efforts and
the average revenue-raising efforts of the other states is
now something like $220 million a year, but not so long
ago it was $900 million.

The government will fund infrastructure projects worth
close to $755 million. To put that into perspective we

A milestone of note is that Victoria is no longer the
highest taxing state. Our tax burden is about
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$350 million a year below that of New South Wales.
We cannot afford to relax in that regard because the
two states vying to be in the no. 2 position are Victoria
and Queensland Queensland's taxation position is
much less than ours; we must work hard because our
competitor is not really New South Wales but
Queensland.
Some of the benefits delivered in this and previous
budgets have been passed on to Victorian households
and businesses. Victoria has had a real, although
average, reduction in taxes and charges because
individual costs depend on particular situations.
Victoria has had a real reduction in electricity bills of
about $74 a year, before the implementation of the
recent $60 winter power bonus. We have had an
average 18 per cent reduction in water costs; at least a
1.6 cents per litre reduction in petrol prices; and land
tax on family homes has been removed, which, in my
electorate, is a major boost to household income. In my
electorate the net result of reductions in land tax,
changes to local government rating and the reduction in
water prices represent a massive increase in the
disposable income of households - which is then
invariably ploughed back into the economy to create
jobs and economic activity. That is where it should be,
rather than in the pockets of government. What does all
that mean? The debt burden of every Victorian has
fallen from $7208 in 1995 to $2389 - a massive
decrease in the personal debt over the head of each
Victorian.
I turn to some of the detailed items in the budget
because they are worthy of comment. I refer to budget
paper no. 2 from which I will quote various figures.
Table 1.1 on page 2 shows the sustainable operating
surplus for the current budget year at $767.3 million. It
shows an ongoing level of surplus: $970.9 million for
the following year; $920.9 million for 200{}-2001; and
$949.2 million thereafter. As I said earlier, a budget is
not simply for a year; it is a continuum. The budget
imposes a continuum of surpluses against the vagaries
of the world market in which we live.
Table 1.2 on page 9 deals with what you could call the
belt-tightening issues. It gives details of two major
expenditure items in the budget - that is, education
and health. For instance, in nominal terms the budget
we inherited from the Labor Party disclosed
expenditure on education at about $3.5 billion a year.
When the belt tightening reached its peak in 1994-95
the expenditure on education had been reduced to about
$3.37 billion. This budget shows education expenditure
will be increased to more than $4 billion - a nominal
increase over the spendthrift, deficit-funded budget this
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government inherited from the Labor Party. That
increase amounts to almost $500 million.
A similar situation exists in the health portfolio. The
deficit-funded budget we inherited from the Labor
govemment showed health expenditure was about
$3.5 billion. Our belt tightening reduced that
expenditure by almost $90 million in 1993-94. This
budget increases expenditure to $4.7 billion - an
increase of more than $1 billion in health during that
period Although there had to be necessary belt
tightening, there can be no doubt that we have the
budget in order. We have made the education and
health areas absolute priorities because they affect
people.
Earlier I mentioned the huge increase in the throughput
of patients in our health system. An approximate 50 per
cent increase in patient throughput over that period has
been achieved, yet the budget expenditure has been
increased by about 30 per cent in nominal terms. There
is always a risk to the results when you deal only with
the inputs to a budget - for example, if the inputs in
the budget portfolio have increased one must then ask:
what are the outputs?
I turn to the education statistics. The 1992 figures
reflect some of the problems that existed at that time.
Between 1981 and 1982 school enrolments fell by
about 60 000 students or 10 per cent of the total school
population. But in that same period, teacher numbers
remained static.
The simple statistics over that period show that there
was a need for change in teacher numbers. That has
been reflected in another interesting statistic that
compares teacher contact hours with students across the
states. In 1992 Victoria had an average of 15.33 teacher
contact hours compared with 20 hours for New South
Wales teachers and 20 hours for Queensland teachers.
In that time there was a massive reduction in the
number of students but no reduction in the number of
teachers. Clearly, contact hours were totally out of
whack!
Another statistic compared students in government
schools with students in independent schools. I am sure
most parents would send their children to independent
schools if they were not constrained by the costs. There
was an average student-teacher ratio in government
schools of 13.25 and in independent schools, 15.63. I
do not believe there is any doubt in the view of the
community about which system is better. It is fallacious
to argue that there is a direct relationship between
student-teacher ratios and quality.
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The government has not only dealt with the question of
overspending it has also dealt with the question of
outputs by applying existing money in the right fashion
rather than simply wasting it. Another telling example
when considering the best way to use money can be
found in chart 1.5 on page 11 of the budget statement. It
compares the budget sector debt servicing burden under
the Labor government, complete with projections, with
what it is now. It shows that in 1992 the percentage of
revenue that went to debt servicing was something like
16 per cent. Had Labor policies continued, this year the
figure would be close to 22 per cent. However, today
the actual figure is about 7 per cent. The difference has
been used to reduce taxation and to feed benefits
through to the community through greater spending in
health and education in particular.
As I said before, one of the most important effects of

the budget is to enhance Victoria's competitive
situation compared with other states. One of the most
important impediments to competition is servicing the
costs of the debt burden. On page 25 chart 2.4 clearly
shows that the government has been able to wind back
dramatically the tax burden on Victoria's citizens.
Victorians are now paying about 200 million a year
more than the Australian average, which is well and
truly below New South Wales. Victoria is now more
competitive than New South Wales. Unfortunately, as I
said before, we still have a way to go before we are
competitive with our real challenger, Queensland. That
is the state against which we must measure ourselves.
Table 6.3 on page 113 of the budget statement shows
the interest payments on Victoria's debt. Queensland
has no debt and no interest payments. The table shows
that in 1997-98 the interest payments on Victoria's
debt were $1.4 billion. Next year they are estimated to
reduce to a little over $800 million and by 2002 it is
estimated that it will be reduced to $684 million. That is
a remarkable achievement, but the table does not reflect
the truth. It does not include the future privatisation
payments that will go towards reducing debt As
various commentators have said and as we know, the
privatisation of the gas industry will proceed, as will the
sale of Victoria's aluminium and forestry assets.
Commentators value those at anywhere between
$5 billion and $7 billion. When that filters through to
interest payments on state debt, it will be only a couple
ofyea.rs before Victoria will be very close to matching
Queensland as a debt-free state. Only then will Victoria
be in a truly competitive position with Queensland.
A more dramatic illustration is shown in chart 6.8 on
page 113 of the budget statement It shows that the
budget sector interest payments in 1994 were
something like $2002 million. However, that has now
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fallen to a little over $600 million. The graph is
spectacular. The electricity privatisation process the
government put in place so successfully has been a
major contributor to that decline. There is no doubt that,
contrary to the line run by Mr Theophanous earlier
today when he spoke about amendments to the
Electricity Industry Act and said the cost of Victorians'
electricity had increased, every measure clearly shows
that electricity reform has been a remarkable success. It
has provided a net benefit to Victoria in a budget sense
of close to $1 billion a year.
As well as that, Victorians have cheaper electricity. It is
a classical win-win situation allowing debt payments to
fall by close to $1 billion. That has flowed through in
the enhancement of our borrowing rate. Chart 6.9 on
page 114 tracks the rate at which we borrow compared
with the commonwealth rate. Now Victoria is able to
borrow money cheaper than the commonwealth,
therefore our paper debt has more value than that of the
commonwealth. That is an impressive result for a state
like Victoria that has done the hard work and shown the
impressive results that those opposite would have no
chance in matching because at the time of their
management Victoria was borrowing at over 10 points
above the commonwealth. They are impressive results.
The budget has been put together in a new form on an
accrual accounting basis, one which is unique in terms
of government budgeting but is normal for the
conventional budgeting that everybody else uses.
Accrual accounting counts the cost of capital which
normal cash budgeting does not, and when one
examines the figures I have quoted one can see the
enormous impact of capital on our budget. In the bad
times the effect of capital was about $2.5 billion in a
budget of about $13 billion. If one does not count the
cost of capital one is running a false and misleading
budget. By counting the cost of capital and all the
provisions that are in the budget it gives a remarkable
ability and enormous powers to Parliament that it never
had before because it is able to judge the budget in
totality and not simply a proportion of it. The move to
accrual accounting is a major step not only in the
truthful laying out of the facts and figures of this state
but as a major step in parliamentary accountability and
control. We can be proud of the achievement of the
government in doing that. With those remarks, I have
much pleasure in supporting the budget.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - No
doubt the 199899 Victorian state budget will be
covered in detail in virtually every perspective and from
every ideological viewpoint. It has already received a
detailed assessment in the media I do not believe it
goes too far to say that there is a general recognition the
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budget is an outstanding achievement, probably
unparalleled in recent state and federal budget
activities.
I shall deal with some of the elements that are important
in understanding not only the financial progress we
have made but the other more important and perhaps
less easily revealed improvements in the reform of
administration and management. The budget proposals
show that new spending initiatives are of the order of
$233 million on the current account, $100 million in
health, some $70 million in education covering
resources in literacy, multimedia, learning techniques,
in services for disabled students and the expected
increase in demand for educational services because of
changes to commonwealth eligibility for youth
allowances.
I note that in one ofMr Nardella's inteIjections he
referred to retention rates. It is true that retention rates
across Australia fell as a consequence of the Labor
govemment in Canberra making it less attractive to stay
at school and for that reason it is likely that the
retention rates will rise again because of action at a
federal level for which we will have to provide funds.
Mr Nardella, the facts of the matter are that Victoria
still has a much higher retention rate at senior school
levels than other states. In 1996 Victorian retention
rates were 69.4 per cent compared with New South
Wales, 62.3 per cent. There has been a substantial shift
across the board. It does not matter what it was in 1992
because the issues that caused the shift were as a
consequence of the Labor government's actions to
encourage young people to leave high school. It was
very successful and when they left school they were
then unemployed. If one wishes to become involved in
that argument, I can tell one that across the board in the
Labor state of New South Wales retention rates fell.
They did not have that far to fall because they were not
high in the first place. Retention rates in Victoria are
still among the highest of all the states and that
continues to be the case. I have no doubt they will rise
again and be funded by the state government.

The other important aspect of spending initiatives is
that this year the government will commit to
infrastructure expenditure of the order of$755 million,
almost $100 million of which will be allocated to roads
and transport infrastructure and $169 million to
hospitals. I am pleased that $9 million will go into the
Geelong Hospital, which is about right. We are entitled
to about 5 per cent or 6 per cent of total funding.
I am happy to see that $120 million will be spent on
education and TAFE capital works. Some $20 million
will be spent on the establishment of a textile training
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facility in Geelong and Brunswick. That will add to the
capability of the textile industry in Australia and
represents a significant contribution to industry policy
of the sort that is beneficial to all industry rather than
the selected mates of a political party, a practice so
clearly adopted by Labor. The government will allocate
$145 million to Agenda 21 and community sports
projects, $37.5 million to sport and $35 million to the
continuing upgrade of police stations and courts.
The restructure of education in 1992-93 and
1993--94 permitted savings over the previous years by
the elimination of overmanning and inefficient work
practices and all the other rorts that were so
characteristic ofLabor and which seemed to be
unavoidably associated with its management. By
1994-95, through the introduction of better
management practices such as casemix in hospitals, the
government was able to build upon the remodelled and
reformed administrative structures and allocate
increasing budget resources designed to improve the
quality of both the education and health systems.
The 1998-99 budget sees expenditure on health rise in
real inflation-adjusted terms by 18.3 per cent over the
1991-92 levels. In money terms that represents an
increase of 33.1 per cent. In education, real expenditure
for 1998-99 will rise by 4 per cent inflation adjusted, or
17 per cent in nominal terms. Because of demographics
and retention rates fewer children will get more money
in 1998-99. Real expenditure has risen from that of
Labor's last year in government. Not only has
expenditure risen, but the effectiveness of state
expenditure has materially improved.
The challenge of health is somewhat more demanding.
The number of patients treated in the public health
system has increased by 30 per cent since 1991-92.
That is because of the move out of private health
insurance into the public health system. To date,
increases in funding by the state, together with radical
reform to public hospital operations, have enabled
Victoria to offer a first-class world service to well over
800 000 Victorians in the public health system this
year.
The failure of federal governments of both
political persuasions to manage the Medicare system
effectively and their efforts to pass the cost burdens of
the federally-mandated health system on to the states
have created immediate threats to the capacity of the
public health system to cope with growth in demand for
hospital admissions, which are rising at three or four
times that of the growth of the Victorian population.
The state has once again been forced to fund the urgent
health requirements as a consequence of the failure of
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commonwealth policies. The state is funding the
requirements out of its own revenue, and I regret to say
there appears to be nothing in sight that is likely to
redress the issue fully. Consideration should be given to
the way in which health is administered in this state.
The available data does not permit as ready a
comparison as one might like on a state-by-state basis,
but those available provide an indication of what is
happening.

is - I hear members on the other side boasting about
the fact that New South Wales spends more money on
health than Victoria - the New South Wales
government said it was a bit unhappy that the
methodology used included services that would
artificially inflate costs. What it is really saying is its
costs are higher than they should be. That government
thinks it actually spend less, but the blokes on the
opposite side use that state as a comparison!

I refer to material contained in the Industry
Commission's report entitled Steering Committee/or
the Review o/Commonwealth/State Service Provisions
1998, which provides some interesting insights. For
example, in 1995-96, the most recent year for which
the data is available, the recurrent cost for casemix
adjusted separation for non-medical labour costs was
$1279 in Victoria, $1627 in New South Wales, and an
average of$1430 for Australia. Of the $358 difference
between New South Wales and Victoria, almost $170
was accounted for by higher administrative and other
staff costs in New South Wales. For medical labour
costs, Victoria incurred $419 per separation, close to
the Australian average, the size of which, however, was
influenced by New South Wales with its $570 per
separation with an enormous difference in the visiting
medical officer payments of $219 compared to
Victoria's $92 per separation.

As best as can be judged, Victoria is allocating its
taxpayers' funds very efficiently and is achieving
comparable if not better results for health services for
its citizens, and that was in 1995-96! In 1998-99 the
Victorian government continues to improve its capacity
and quality of service compared with the other states by
adding properly focused resources to an efficient
service delivery in a progressively increasing amount.

In other recurrent costs, Victoria's $563 per separation
compares to New South Wales's $680, with much of
the difference arising from differences in administrative
and related costs. Interested members will fmd that data
in table 4A.12 on page 237 of that report. The
difference might be partly due to a large number of
smaller hospitals in every state compared to Victoria,
allowing for population. While that may in part be an
unavoidable consequence of the nature of the
geography and the consequent lower population
densities in Queensland, Western Australia, New South
Wales and South Australia, the fact is that Victoria
provides its hospital services at lower costs than other
states, as it reasonably should do. This is particularly
true in the area of administration, but in almost all other
areas as well. Thus in New South Wales in 1995-96
there were 173 public hospitals versus 115 in Victoria,
although I would add that Victoria had 104 private
hospitals versus 91 in New South Wales. Those figures
reflect the historically high private health insurance
participation in Victoria and the burden imposed on the
state public hospital system by the rapid abandonment
of private insurance because of commonwealth
policies.

The most recent data on education comes from the
same Industry Commission report I referred to earlier.
In 1991 Victoria had 14 primary students and
9.6 secondary students per staff member, compared
with 15 primary students and lOA secondary
students per staff member in 1996. Victoria has gone
from 14 to 15 over that period, with a 3 per cent decline
in the number of students. Secondary student numbers
have increased from 9.6 per staffmember in 1991 to
10.4 in 1996. I hardly think that reflects any radical
change in the quality of service. All the evidence
reveals that ratios at this level have absolutely no
bearing upon the quality of education. New South
Wales on the other hand in 1991 had 16.1 primary
students and 10.8 secondary students per staff member.
The figure moved to 14.5 primary students and 10.6
secondary students per staff member, virtually
indistinguishable from - guess where? - Victoria! In
other words Victoria and New South Wales have the
same ratios, and I refer honourable members to table
2A.2.3 on page 84. You might say, 'Okay, you have
demonstrated we spend less money per student and we
provide the same teacher ratios. Let's have a look at
some of the results'.

When the governments were asked to comment upon
the Industry Commission's findings, the curious thing

Table 2A.12 on page 93 shows that Victorian students
have the highest level ofliteracy skills of all persons

The government's education reforms to an overmanned
system dominated by militant trade unions with
effective control of the system under Labor have been
characterised by significant improvements in efficiency
at the school level, particularly in administration.
Indeed, a major part of the cost reduction the
government has been able to achieve in education has
come from a reduction in the amount of money spent
on administration.
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aged between 15 and 19 of all states. Literacy is the
single most important key measure of educational
outcome, and Victoria has the most superior literacy
skills of all states. It is not the government saying this;
it is the Industry Commission and the Australian
Bureau of Statistics. Those excellent results were
achieved at lower total costs than the Australian
average, and lower than New South Wales by
approximately 8 per cent at the primary school level
and approximately 5 per cent at the secondary school
level. A major element of reform that permitted the
retention of the low level of students per staff member
and achieved considerable economies was the reduction
in the number of tiny or under-utilised schools. By
1996 the number of schools in Victoria had fallen to the
present approximate level of 1700. According to
table 2A.26 on page 92 the mean school size was
229 pupils per primary school and 716 per secondary
school.
In 1996 New South Wales, with its much lower
population density, had a mean primary school size of
268, which was 17 per cent higher than that of Victoria,
and a mean secondary school size of768, which was
7 per cent higher than Victoria's.
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I put Mr Nardella's
laugh down to embarrassment.
A Government Member -

He is ignorant!

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I think he is
ignorant, which I suppose is better than being stupid I
do not think he understands the facts. These are not
facts that I have construed; they are facts provided by
the Industry Commission, which went out of its way in
1998 to prepare its report as a basis for a reasonable
comparison between the states. I have quoted the title
and the page numbers; if he wants to Mr Nardella can
read the report. If he has a problem getting through itthe numbers are not that big - he can come to me and
I will show him how.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Then I will draw you some
pictures, all right? Then you can mark me out of 10.
Don't be such an idiot.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - The report does not
have pictures in it, but no doubt - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Victoria's ability to manage its school system, to take
advantage of its higher population density and to
materially reduce the proportion of education
expenditure taken up by administration has enabled
Victorian students to receive the highest quality
education in the most efficient way, geography and
sound management permitting. It is dishonest and a
complete waste of time to argue that in some
mysterious way the amount of money spent per student
in New South Wales or in Queensland has a significant
bearing on either quality outcomes or the quantum of
services delivered to students.
I make the point that in 1996 Victoria not only
delivered a quality education service and achieved the
best results in the most important determinant of
performance but did so at a substantially lower cost.
That is not the Liberal-National party coalition talking;
they are some of the results of the Industry
Commission's survey.
Hon. D. A. NardeUa inteIjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - You may
laugh-Hon. D. A. Nardella - I am laughing, because it is
not true.

Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I was about to say
that if the ALP had been in government the commission
would no doubt have presented its findings in cartoon
form. That would have been consistent with the way
Labor ran its operation!

Since then the government has strengthened its
commitment to reforming the education system. It has
increased the efficiency of the system and improved the
quality of education. It is now allocating additional
expenditure to both primary and secondary schools for
such things as technological teaching aids, with a
particular emphasis on literacy and assistance to the
disadvantaged and disabled. That focused allocation of
additional funds will address the marginal areas to yield
the greatest benefits for children and their parents. Even
though there has been a decline in secondary school
student numbers of about 6 per cent since 1991-92, and
even though primary school numbers have grown only
slightly in that time, in gross real dollar terms school
expenditure has grown by 7 per cent.
The restructure and reform of health and education,
with the lower costs that has generated, and the general
reform of the public sector, including privatisation of
the electricity industry, the ports, and so on, has
equipped the government to deal with the most
damaging consequences of 10 years ofLabor
mismanagement. I refer to the underlying deficit in the
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recurrent expenditure and the rapidly expanding leve.l
of debt which, like an untreated cancer, was threatenmg
to destroy Victoria's economic and social viability.
I will expand on that for Mr Nardella's benefit, because
I know how he enjoys it. The Labor government
created debts of the best part of $15 billion by
borrowing to cover recurrent expenditure. That
.
$15 billion has gone - it is lost forever - and remams
a resource to which we cannot get access. That was
your contribution.

Hon. D. A. Nardella intetjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - It was a complete
and unmitigated disaster, Mr Nardella Some months
ago I said that the Labor government was the worst
government in the Westminster system. You ~a~ r~l
that somebody answered, 'Even worse than Bntam. ,
to which I replied, 'I think the only British government
that was worse than yours was that of King George Ill,
who lost the American colonies'. Labor was a complete
and unmitigated disaster. The cuts we made to the
uncontrolled - or union-controlled - financing of
recurrent spending by debt were matched by our efforts
to rein in the level of debt and unfunded liabilities. Each
year since 1993-94 various taxation and non-taxation
measures have produced more than $2 billion in
savings for Victorian consumers.
All those savings, the increase in spending and the
high-quality outcomes in health and education have
been made possible not only by the efficient
management of taxpayers' funds, which after all is the
primary responsibility of government, and the growth
in revenues generated by a more active state economy
that has been rescued from the death grip ofLabor but
also by the massive reduction in debt. Victoria's public
sector net debt will have declined from $32.9 billion, or
30.7 per cent ofGSP, to $11.1 billion, or 7.9 per cent of
GSP, by 30 June this year.
For the more simple members among us, including
Mr Nardella, I point out that Labor inherited a state debt
of 11.1 billion in 1982. More importantly, debt as a
percentage ofGSP has fallen from 30.7 per cent to
7.9 per cent - an absolutely astonishing
performance - -

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Marvellous! You have sold
off the family farm. That's an easy way of doing it!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - We did sell off the
family farm - and wasn't it a great farm? Mr Nardella
and other members opposite claim to have the capacity
at some stage in the extremely distant future to form a
government. He said we have sold off the family farm!
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Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Let me tell you
what we sold off. In 1991 each Victorian owed $8000.
Labor's legacy was that Victorians owned nothing and
each owed $8000.
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - They owned
nothing. Labor says we have sold off the family assets,
but it had sold them off years ago!
Honourable members interjecting.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I will give the
house a classic example of selling off family assets. I
will tell you a story about railway rolling stock, which
in a small way is characteristic ofLabor's many and
varied approaches to the abuse of public fmancial
management.
Because Labor was running into debt and nobody
would lend it any money, it whipped up a great idea to
sell the state's railway rolling stock to German and
Japanese banks and lease it back - with a balloon
repayment. After Labor puzzled the transaction out it
found that leasing it back on a straight-line basis,
including interest, had quickly become a problem.
Labor asked, 'How can we fix it?'. The people they
talked to asked, 'How big is the problem?', the reply to
which was, 'We have a five-year problem'. The
financial advisers said, 'We will tell you what you do.
For the first five years you will have to pay back only a
little bit, and after that there will be an enormous
balloon repayment, but nobody will remember that. By
the way, the equipment will be clapped out as well'.
It was a classic piece of Labor Party financial
management. These are the same people who are now
telling their supporters that the government has sold off
the family jewels. There were none left by the time we
got in. They had already been - -

Hon. D. A. Nardella intetjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Nardella, are
you saying you did not sell off the railway rolling stock
or Loy Yang B for a price supported by a 3D-year
commitment to price levels that are now 30 per cent
higher than the current rate? The nonsense you talk
about-Hon. D. A. Nardella - It could not have gone
through the house without your agreement.

BUDGETPAPE~l~~.

COUNCIL

628

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Yours was the
government of the day, and as usual it screwed things
up. You put your hand in the public pocket at every
opportunity.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! it is time
we all settled down and allowed Mr Hartigan to make
his contribution so he can be heard by others in the
chamber.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - The government's
sound financial management has led to improved public
sector efficiency, lower service costs and reduced debt
levels. Just as importantly, the relative level of taxation
compared to the levels in other states continues to fall,
and it is now significantly lower than the relative level
in New South Wales, which is Australia's largest state.
Some people think that is a cause to rejoice but I do not
think so. One of the reasons Victoria has a lower tax
rate than New South Wales is because of the Labor
government there! On workers compensation its
unfunded liability is increasing. It is to the tune of
$1 billion, not quite as much as Labor was in Victoria.

Hon. Bill Forwood -

But heading that way!

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - In fact, moving at
the same speed in that direction! I am afraid,
unfortunately, that one reason the tax burden was lower
in Victoria was not only by our actions but also because
of the New South Wales Labor government. All of the
tendencies so characteristic ofLabor, as all Victorians
know from experience, are being experienced in New
South Wales. The trade unions have a stranglehold over
the staffing and operating circumstances of the public
sector. The trade union movement has directed the
government to discontinue efforts to privatise electricity
and other grossly underperforming state-owned assets. I
say that is unfortunate because Labor's failure in New
South Wales will create a burden that has to be borne
by all Australians.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous is cheaper there then?

How come electricity

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - How come,
Mr Acting President, Mr Theophanous is sitting here
talking nonsense?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Unlike you; you are
standing here talking nonsense!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Electricity charges
in New South Wales, as usual under Labor, provide a
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significant cross-subsidy to domestic consumption out
of industry and commerce. If Labor thinks this sleight
ofhand--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It is $130 a year
cheaper in New South Wales.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Brings any
advantage to New South Wales consumers,
Mr Theophanous knows it is not right because the little
you save on your domestic consumption you pay in
higher prices from all the services delivered by
business. We all know that. Even Labor was forced at
the end of its time in office to understand you could not
continue the cross-subsidy to domestic consumption.
One of the advantages which will accrue as a
consequence of our efforts in Victoria is to demonstrate
what is possible. The government needs to recognise
the continuing need to invest in infrastructure and to
make provision for that to happen. We have set a target
of 1.25 per cent of gross state product which is to be
funded from the notional depreciation cash flow and the
balance out of current net revenue, or the surplus
retained by the state after all operating costs. The
government has an objective of spending 1.25 per cent
of GSP on infrastructure but, more importantly, it has
provided out of our recurrent activities the revenue to
do so.
Again, this is a perfectly sound and appropriate policy
for a government - no tax benefits in writing off
interest or any of the other stuff. It ensures that both
realistic capital and recurrent expenditures can be
sustained through the medium term without recourse to
additional borrowings and that the state is also able to
respond to any adverse fluctuations in economic
activity that might flow from - for example, the
present difficulties being experienced in Asia I remind
the Leader of the Opposition every time he gets
embarrassed by this - and so he should - that the
problem could be caused by a recession. I keep saying
one of the major responsibilities of a government is to
manage affairs of this type and Labor failed to do it.
The coalition is making sure it can handle the problems
we might face in the future by prudent financial
management. We are sitting here with the capacity to
provide for continued infrastructure, which is important
for Victorians to compete internationally - and that
can be guaranteed.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - With the highest taxes
in the land.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I notice
Mr Theophanous is saying the highest taxes in the land
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Hon. Louise Asher - Tell us about New South
Wales.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - My recollection is
that Victoria is still $200 higher than all state averages,
but can anybody understand why that is so? We have
carried the burden of$lO billion to $15 billion of
recurrent debt which had no asset backing and which
provided no contribution to the welfare of this state.
Who were the ones that raised $10 billion to $15 billion
of debt by financing recurrent expenditure out of
borrowing?
Hon. Bill Forwood - You did!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - We had some
pretty heavy weights in our saddlebags trying to
overcome the devastation caused by the Labor Party.
When you run into economic hard times you are
measured in terms of your performance capability. We
were left to demonstrate it was not only the
government's responsibility to deal with these issues
but that a committed and competent government was
able to deal with the problems of the magnitude left by
Labor. The one thing Labor in Victoria can take some
pride in is that nobody has done a worse job, nobody
left more debt and nobody left more problems.
Hon. R. A. Best - A great achievement!
Hon. D. A. Nardella- Your government is doing a
fantastic job!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - A record
appreciated by all sides of politics.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Including your own!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - And no-one left more
assets and lower taxes.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Or more debt! It
really worries me when I hear the Leader of the
Opposition say this. He forgot to add the third riderand the highest debt in the land! Let me tell you what
unfunded debt is.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Do you know how to
read a ledger. Check the assets!
The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! The debate
in the chamber is degenerating into a rabble at the
moment with intezjections from both sides of the house.
I can understand the opposition disapproves of some of
the points Mr Hartigan is putting.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous- All of them!
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The ACTING PRESIDENT - Order! You will
have the opportunity to express a view when it is time
for you to speak in the house - and that opportunity is
given to every member of the house. I ask members to
resist from constant intezjections and allow Mr Hartigan
to make his contribution in the knowledge that they will
have plenty of opportunity to make their contributions
at the appropriate time.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Theophanous is
getting nervous about the viciousness of the attack. One
of the points that anybody can identify from the budget
material prepared by the Labor government is where
$10 billion of the debt came from. It came from
spending more on recurrent expenditure than Labor
received in revenue. It did not come from investing in
infrastructure that produced economic or welfare
benefits; it came from a Labor government that was
busy buying itself political support by extravagant
over-management and by pushing debts into the future.
If the Labor opposition is unable to address this issue I
wonder how anybody could have the faintest belief it is
ever going to be fit to take up government.
As we look forward to the 21 st century the coalition has
established a budget process and forward planning
system that allows the state to obtain a high consistent
level of infrastructure investment and to provide
continued improvement in the level and quality of
services it delivers - all encompassed within the
secure self-financing activity taken out of the state's
current revenue. We do not have to rely on debt; we do
not have to put our children into debt to fund that
expenditure. We have a system which recognises we
will have a consistent level of expense on infrastructure,
which means by definition it has to be funded out of
current revenue.

Future governments of whatever persuasion will be
able to plan to continue that progress in the provision of
services and infrastructure while supporting the private
sector and maintaining the state's continuous economic
growth, which is the basis for employment creation and
an improved standard of living.
One of the major ideological differences between the
government and the Left is our belief that competing in
the global economy is the only way to increase both
general wealth and the state's standard of living. The
opposition believes in the magic of taking money from
one group of people and giving it to another.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - We just believe in
social equality.
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - That is known in
most circles as flying in ever decreasing circles and is a
single difference between the government and the
opposition. The opposition believes in the redistribution
of wealth, but it has failed to pay any attention to the
experience of every country that has tried it. I am sorry
Mrs McLean is not here!

buildings and employ more people to deliver servi.ces
that nobody wants. Of course, he is interested not ID
public health but in boosting the membership of the
health service unions in the certain knowledge they will
joyously pick up where they left off and indulge in the
rorting and the overmanning that were their special
province.

Labor's favourite financial ploy ended up with people
getting poorer year by year so that at the end of the day
everybody was equally poor, bankrupt and had no
resources. By comparison, the government is spending
$16 billion on resources for public consumption, but if
it wants to spend more than $16 billion it will have to
earn more income. We will not burden our children
with the short-term political ambitions and financial
camouflage that characterised Labor. The opposition
appears to have learnt nothing from its 10 disastrous
years in government.

Labor would do nothing to improve the quality of
health and education - but that is not its intention. It
does not believe in doing anything more than securing
the manpower resources and financial support of the
unions, especially at preselection time. Perhaps
opposition members can give us some insight into the
mysteries of Labor Party preselection.

Just as the Labor Party goes through its traditional
purge of the factions that failed to stack their branches
efficiently, it seems to believe that ifit gets rid of those
associated with its disastrous 10 years in office it may
lead to a change of luck. It obviously hopes the
scapegoats will carry away with them the sins of its
term in government. Is the parliamentary Labor Party
still for sale? Has it already been sold? Has the Labor
Party made the same deal with the Australian Education
Union that it made in 1982? In a strange return to the
future, the union is now run by the same left -wing
militants who so mesmerised Labor in government.
I note the parliamentary leader thinks all of the
operating swplus should be used to boost the number of
dedicated fee-paying Labor Party-funded public
servants. Apparently he believes Victoria needs a few
thousand more teachers than we are planning to
provide, presumably to allow others to spend less time
in the classroom and more time attending entirely
inexplicable courses and seminars. Perhaps the Labor
Party will bring back 1000 more cleaners. Perhaps it
will restock the Education and Health bureaucracies to
their former Labor levels, when hundreds of posts were
created for Labor mates - not forgetting the cadre of
union leaders who made sure the THe's directions
were closely followed. Can we look forward to the
reintroduction of compulsory subjects such as
Australian studies, a thinly disguised propaganda
program dreamt up by the far left socialist parties?
I note that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
another place has great plans to return to the past by
ignoring all the improvements that new technology and
new practices have brought, including earlier releases
from hospital. He plans to build more outdated

Hon. Bill Forwood - Theo can.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Theophanous
has a certain reputation for branch stacking.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You should be
ashamed of yourself after all the branch stacking in
your electorate. Don't look surprised; one of the key
branch stackers was here in the gallery earlier.
Hon. \V. A. N. HARTIGAN - I would like to
know about the franchises Labor has sold to the trade
union movement. How many of our public sector
providers have been franchised out, and what price will
Victorian taxpayers pay as a result? I would like to
know about Labor's budget program. I suspect it
involves the sale of public assets to the trade union
movement to fmance its political program.
Having blown the trading surplus, it would return to
another favourite practice - the creation of debt - and
ignore the cost of servicing it. All that would be
consistent not only with the shadow Treasurer's view of
public financing but with the past practices of the Labor
Party. The Leader of the Opposition may have
neutralised the last of the Labor leftovers, but he is no
less determined to ignore the lessons of the past. He
obviously intends running a campaign based on an
overmanned but Labor-supporting and unionised public
sector, financed by massive borrowings. He is hoping
that nobody will notice that the same old bad habits
remain. Of course, there will be a substantially
diminished commitment to the construction and
maintenance of an efficient infrastructure, because that
does not provide a safe home for Labor's mates.
The 1998-99 budget delivers the benefits that flow
from prudent administration, the reform of the public
sector and the creation of the conditions for stable and
long-term growth. The budget will enable Victorians to
take advantage of the opportunities the future offers and
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withstand the adversities that participation in the global
economy can bring. It offers the state the chance to
maintain a stable but continuous rate of growth that will
add to its capacity to reduce taxes and increase the
quantum and quality of services - and to make a
positive contribution to the whole Australian economy.
This will be another year of success for the coalition
government in responsibly managing the state's
finances. It will be another year of continuing progress
during which the coalition will again demonstrate to the
rest of Australia - and I do not mind who follows our
example - that efficiency and reform should not be
alien to the public sector. It will continue to prove that
the investment of public moneys merely to advance
political causes is not a necessary consequence of being
in government.
The Kennett government can be proud not only of this
budget but of every budget it has presented since it
came to office in 1992. Victoria has never been in a
better situation to advance, to secure itself against the
risks and adversities that competing in the global
economy can bring and to enjoy the dividends that
good management provides. My only regret is we have
lost forever an amount of the order of $15 000 million,
which Labor wasted and the expenditure of which
generated no asset base and no return to the taxpayer. It
is gone forever, and that will continue to be a burden on
the state for many years to come.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yana) - I strongly
support the budget papers and the efforts of the
Treasurer and the government in bringing down the
budget. It is a good example of the extent to which the
government has done the hard yards to return the state
to a reasonable condition. The contents of the budget
are by now well known. I will not go over the precise
details, but I note that it is responsible, sensible and puts
the state in a good competitive position vis-a-vis the
other states.
There is a moderate or modestly sustainable sUIplus
shift in resources from public activities involving
bureaucrats to service delivery, particularly in education
and health. The social dividend has been discussed
widely. I note the favourable reports about it that have
appeared in the press in the past few days. It is
important to note that the government is undertaking a
sensible and moderate shift in emphasis. The
government is clear about the need to deliver to
Victorians as much as it possibly can. That need must
be balanced in the sense of delivering the fmal health
and education surpluses that people expect, and those
allocations will be increased significantly. That must
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also be balanced against the need for tax reform and tax
reductions to businesses and households.
The budget contains significant tax reductions. I note in
particular the reduction in payroll tax, which will assist
small businesses and employment. There is no doubt
that a number of the favourable aspects relate to the raw
economics of the budget, the important recognition of
its essential nature within the economy and the need to
return as much as we possibly can to the people of
Victoria
I shall briefly outline a number of the key budgetary
initiatives. It is important that I concentrate not so much
on the general atmospherics that other honourable
members have touched on but on the initiatives. I note
in particular the additional $100 million in operational
funding for health and welfare services to meet
increased demands, support new initiatives and
improve the quality of existing services. An additional
$27 million in 1998-99 will increase to $50 million in
1999-2000 to improve literacy. It is important that
additional money goes into those areas to ensure
Victorians receive an appropriate education.
The main funding initiatives include an additional
$20 million in 1998-99 for multimedia; more than
$6 million to support expanded education service
delivery to students with disabilities and impairments;
$31.5 million over two years, $19.5 million of it
ongoing, to purchase additional education services;
funding for a statewide police computer; $4 million in
1998-99 to the police to support implementation of
new firearms legislation; and $4 million in the next
financial year to stimulate primary industry production.
I shall now concentrate on some of the programs
relating to health spending and to the ongoing drive by
the government to create a proper competitive
environment in Victoria, in particular in transport and
the moving of goods. I turn to the budget estimates in
budget paper no. 3. Page 94 details a number of key
primary goals and strategies in the Department of
Human Services. I simply note a couple because it is
important that the focus of programs is governed by
achievable and practical goals.
The primary goals and key strategies include:
improving services for the most vulnerable sectors of
the client popUlation; improving and maintaining high
quality services and facilities for clients; and
strengthening population-wide interventions and
outcome measurement - in particular noting, under
that subheading, the maintaining and strengthening of
Victoria's leadership in medical research and the
utilisation of evidence-based research to underpin
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responsive service model development. Others include
strengthening service integration to better tailor services
to clients' needs; achieving a more adequate mix and
equitable distribution of human services; and driving
further performance improvement in purchased and
directly delivered services. Distribution and access
issues must be focused on as important goals in the
delivery of services by the Department of Human
Services.
We should not be afraid, as Mr Hartigan said, to
reconcile efficiency concerns with sensible allocations
and concerns for equity. The two are often not
incommensurable but go hand in glove. The greater
efficiency and sensible use of resources generally will
lead to allocations in a logical and sensible manner. I
note also in the same document a number of changes
have been made to service delivery and service
improvements. There has been considerable press
coverage of those aspects in the past couple of days.
I note the enhanced maternity support service and the
research recently published in that area, which has led
to some improvement, as well as the desire to ensure
the best possible outcomes are achieved.
The provision of the first 75 beds of the new Victorian
Institute of Forensic Mental Health will cover a special
group of clients. I commend the government for that
allocation. The budget papers also disclose the
expansion of medical and public health research in
Victoria to maintain and enhance Victoria's leadership
in this area. An additional $4 million has been made
available at about the same time as the Economic
Development Committee, chaired by Mr Strong, has
handed down associated reports.
A $2.4 million allocation has been made towards the
establishment of a new food quality agency known as
Food Safety Victoria I commend the government for
allocating funds to continue the operation of the
Helimed 1 air ambulance. I understand a number of
other honourable members will devote considerable
time and go into detail about this important initiative.
Also, $3.3 million has been allocated for
accommodation and support for the most urgent clients
on the disability service needs register. Those sorts of
sensible programs target those most in need. I
commend the government for its initiatives.
The budget allocates $4.1 million to stage 1 of the
specialist children's early intervention services
redevelopment. I note also that $8 million has been
allocated for the acquisition of Aboriginal housing to be
administered by the Aboriginal Housing Board of
Victoria Such initiatives are important. They target
those who are often the most vulnerable people in the

community, of whom the state needs to take particular
care.
The changes in the health and human services area are
important not only in the recurrent sense but for the
ongoing capital allocations that follow the
government's metropolitan health plan and the
increased funding for rural health services and capital
works in rural areas. The $900 million allocation over
the next few years for the metropolitan health plan will
make a significant difference. I note the significant
points of difference between the government and the
opposition on this issue. The opposition has
consistently failed to understand what is happening
with the metropolitan health plan. It fails to fully accept
the plan and understand the necessity of moving
services to places that are more accessible to the
metropolitan population and to where the demands are
the greatest.
By now the story is well known. It is churlish on the
part of the opposition to fail to recognise the initiative
as a signillcant one that moves resources into an area
where they are most needed. However, that is not
untypical of the opposition's approach to health and
human services. I note that the opposition spokesman
on health in another place, Mr Thwaites, has
completely failed to develop alternative policies or to
produce useful constructive and helpful material.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Has he?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - He has! You may not
know much about this, but I have made considerable
efforts to research much ofMr Thwaites's material.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - His press releases?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Not only his press
releases, much more!
Hon. D. A. Nardella - His speeches?
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Yes, many of his
speeches and a whole range of material. If you looked
for Mr Thwaites' s comments in the past few days on
the budget's extra 1000 jobs for health-related areas
you would note that he could not bring himself to
accept that that is a good thing. It is typical of his
negative, carping policy-free approach. He simply
could not accept that there were useful and helpful
things to be done in health. Health is a huge department
that does not always run perfectly. There will always be
causes for criticism.
Hon. D. A. Nardella opposition?

You would not do that in
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Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Health is a classic
example of an area with enormous scope for sensible
and constructive policy development. We have heard
almost nothing from Mr Thwaites on the specifics of
clinical areas and particular treatments.

There are a number of steps to this. A number of ports
have been privatised and the port of Melbourne has
been corporatised. The government embraced the need
to do what it could to deliver more efficient ports to
allow goods to move more efficiently and sensibly.

Hon. M. T. Luckins them!

Hon. D. T. Walpole at the moment!

He doesn't understand

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - I am sure he doesn't
understand them at all. He has completely failed to
produce something constructive in that area. Even as
budget material became public in the lead-up to its
delivery in the house, the opposition failed to credit the
sensible aspects of the programs and to make helpful
and useful suggestions about further steps that could be
taken. We look forward to hearing constructive
suggestions from Mr Nardella and other members of
the opposition. However, we may have to wait a long
time!
Earlier I made the point that the government not only
has sensible program delivery in health but also is
focusing on creating a favourable environment for
business and competition. In the budget papers the
government makes a commitment to producing a
competitive environment for Victoria Page 137 of the
budget statement states:
Tne government's objective is to lift the economic
performance of the state, making it a better place to live, to
invest and to do business, and thereby improve living
standards for all Victorians.
It aims to do this by creating a world-class competitive
business environment which provides growing opportunities
for investment and the creation of jobs, and by implementing
reforms which deliver low-cost, quality services that are
responsive to the needs of the community.

The government needs to foster competition by
providing consumers with greater choice when making
purchase decisions and by motivating business to
reduce costs and improve quality. It also needs to
provide feedback for the economy to change over time
as consumer needs change. I note that one of the
significant areas of difference between the government
and the opposition, and one we devoted some time to
this morning, is waterfront reform. Again the budget
mentions the need for waterfront and port reform.
Page 144 of the budget statement under the heading
'Reform of the ports' states:
The objective of the port reform strategy is to provide a more
efficient port system in Victoria, reduce costs for users, and
contribute to the attractiveness of Victoria as an investment
location.

They are not moving much

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Indeed, but many of these
long-term issues need to be addressed carefully. I note
Mr Walpole's reluctance to embrace port reform. Most
members in this chamber and in the community
generally are aware of the need to significantly reform
ports and the waterfront. For more than 50 years there
have been shenanigans, mucking around and
inefficiencies arising from the monopolistic practices of
the waterfront union. I note in the context of port
reform that the television program A Current Affair
held a telephone poll.
Hon. D. A. Nardella -

They are scientific things!

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - This was a very large
telephone poll with 350 000 telephone calls.
Hon. D. A. Nardella redial!

They were all on automatic

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Two questions were
asked. The first was: do you support Patrick or the
MUA? A total of73 per cent supported Patrick and
27 per cent supported the MUA. The second question
was: do you think the government has handled the
dispute on the wharves well? Of the respondents 60 per
cent thought the government had handled the dispute
well.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You should come down to
the wharves and tell them that.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - They are the ones who
had their phones on automatic redial because 40 per
cent said no.
There were some 350000 calls, Mr Walpole. An
honourable member opposite mentioned the waterfront.
I direct the attention of the house to a letter a constituent
received from the national secretary of the Maritime
Union of Australia, Mr John Coombs. He wrote a letter
that can be described only as an attempt to pressure an
independent association. I was surprised that the letter
was given to me, and I was even more surprised that the
MUA would send such a letter to the Royal Victorian
Bowls Association in the first place. The MUA clearly
felt it was in such need of assistance that it engaged a
public relations company, Jane Singleton Pty Ltd, to
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coordinate its public relations efforts. The money may
have come out of union dues, but I am not sure who
paid for the consultancy to help coordinate the
campaign.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - It would have been the
members.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - All I can say,
Mr Nardella, is that I am surprised that a large and
powerful union would write to a non-profit
organisation - a group devoted to the pursuit of
bowling. The letter was sheer intimidation. The only
thing I can think of is wharfies running onto the
bowling green!
Hon. D. A. Nardella - MUA members were here
today and did not say a word That is how intimidating
they have been.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - I note that the federal
government has a number of important objectives in
waterfront reform. The first is to end overmanning and
restrictive work practices; the second is to improve
productivity; the third is to make Australian ports more
reliable; the fourth is to improve the safety record of
Australian ports; the fifth is to lower costs across the
waterfront logistics chain; the sixth is to achieve the full
and effective use of technology; and the seventh is to
improve training to ensure a more efficient Australian
waterfront. I support those objectives, which will
enable the federal government and the wider
community to gain a more efficient waterfront, which
in turn will lift Australia's international performance.

Since 1995 crane rates have increased from 16 to
18 movements an hour. That figure is widely accepted,
so there has been some improvement in waterfront
efficiency. However, members have not yet mentioned
the similarity between the pilots dispute and the
waterfront dispute. I believe they are analogous,
because in many ways the MUA is a powerful union
that controls a significant piece of state infrastructure,
enabling it to extract a monopoly rent, if you like. The
problem that befell the pilots in the late 1980s was that
a Labor Prime Minister moved to change the practices
they had long indulged in and to overturn the monopoly
they had enjoyed. It is, in many ways, a good example
of what could occur on the waterfront.
We must ensure that we end up with waterfront refonns
that facilitate the efficient movement of goods on our
wharves. I refer to the symphony-like arrangements of
those who have criticised several aspects of the
handling of the waterfront dispute, including the
judgments made by a number of people - -
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Honourable members inteljecting.

The ACTING PRESIDE~'T - Order! The level of
inteJjection is making it impossible for Hansard to
record the proceedings. I ask honourable members to
desist from making interjections.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - I refer to an interview on
3LO on 21 April on the Lynne Haultain program during
which Jude Wallace spoke about the waterfront and the
recent judgments about which people may have a
variety of views. I accept that there is a variety of
views. However, I direct members' attention to the fact
that the interview was unhelpful because it was
conducted on the basis'ofher presidency of Liberty
Victoria, which is perfectly reasonable. Nevertheless, I
considered that during the interview her candidacy for
the seat of Riggins for the Labor Party should have
been declared. It was most unhelpful of the interviewer
and Ms Wallace not to declare that.
Hon. K. M. Smith interjected.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - No, I am just saying it is
an example of a journalist not being as responsible as
she should have been about declaring people's interests
and positions. It does the ABC no credit at all. It
certainly does not enhance people's status to pass
themselves off as having only a certain position when
they clearly hold another title or position that has an
impact on their credibility to speak in that area.
Hon. Pat Power interjected.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - I wanted to make the
point that that was simply not the right way to go about
it. People would have much more credibility if they did
not hold positions that compromise their ability to
speak independently.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - That is your opinion.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Yes, it is my opinion. I
return to the general theme of my response to the
budget papers. Victoria is in a very solid position to
enable it to thrive in a competitive environment both
nationally and internationally. It can continue to
produce the social dividend that is required to be
distributed to Victorians in a sensible and balanced way
while keeping a clear eye on the need for fiscal restraint
and fiscal sense. I congratulate the Treasurer on the
quality of the budget he has produced.
Hon. I. J. Cover - And the return to an AAA
rating!
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Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - The AAA rating has been
a highlight of the day. There was spontaneous applause
in the chamber this afternoon as people became aware
of it by sUIprise. I am very pleased that Victoria has the
AAA rating and that this government has led the state
to that position.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. R H. BOWDEN
(South Eastern).
Debate adjourned untn next day.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Adjournment
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I

move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
28 April.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Bon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I

Community Support Fund to complete the project.
Given the fact that the centre will benefit the area in
many ways and will provide excellent facilities far into
the future, will the minister direct the matter to his
colleague's attention and ask for his sympathetic
consideration?

Mornington: public toilets
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I ask the
Minister for Finance to direct a matter to the attention
of the Minister for Planning and Local Government in
another place. I have received representations from
concerned women in the Mornington area regarding the
lack of public facilities in the large shopping and
business district. The public toilets in the Mornington
shopping area do not contain facilities for parents to
change and feed young babies and toddlers. Facilities
with sufficient space for both changing and
breastfeeding are needed by all families with young
children. Given the Premier's comments about
breastfeeding in public, these Momington women say
they have no choice as there are insufficient public
facilities available to change and feed young children.
Does the minister intend to introduce any planning
requirements to alleviate the problem by having such
facilities in or preferably near to public conveniences?

move:
That the house do now adjol.D1l.

Whittlesea: indoor sports centre
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I ask the
Minister for Finance to refer a matter concerning the
Community Support Fund to the Premier. The
Whittlesea City Council and RMIT have jointly
identified a need to provide leisure opportunities for
women and young people in the northern metropolitan
area. Many reasons underpin that need. As the minister
would be a aware, 37 per cent ofMelboume's north is
classified as being of low socioeconomic status. Youth
unemployment in the region is higher than in most
other regions. The minister may not be aware that there
are no regional indoor sports facilities to cater for
netball, volleyball or badminton in the area. To help
redress the situation, the council intends to develop a
regional multiuse indoor sport and recreation centre that
will be able to provide a wide range of recreational
programs and services for people of all ages.

The centre will be built and managed by the Whittlesea.
council and RMIT. It will use RMIT's land and existing
infrastructure, valued at $2.7 million, plus a $500 000
cash contribution for construction from RMIT. The
council's contribution will be $2 million over two
years. The council is seeking $1.4 million from the

Helimed service: Gippsland
Hon. PIIILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - I refer the
Mmister for Health to the air ambulance services in
eastern Victoria, in particular Helimed, the helicopter
ambulance service that has been operating for some
time. The minister understands that local members
representing that community, particularly Mr Smith,
Mr Bowden, Mr Ryan, Mr Hall, Mr Treasure,
Mr Andrighetto and me, have been actively lobbying
for some time to secure funding for the continuation of
that important service. Today Gippsland members of
Parliament received on the steps of the Parliament a
petition from 35 000 signatories. The petition was
organised by emergency services organisations in
Gippsland, especially by Mr Neville Pulham, the
principal organiser. The petition will be tabled in the
other place at some stage, but the question posed today
by the petitioners' representatives concerned how
confident they could be about the long-term
arrangements for the continuation ofHelimed.
Announcements have been made previously about next
year's contract. The essential issue concerns the future
administration of the service and certainty for its
clients.

ADJOURNMENT
Wednesday, 22 April 1998

COUNCIL

636

Port of Melbourne: demonstration
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I ask
the Minister for Health to refer a matter to the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services in another place.
In an article in the Herald Sun of 18 April the minister
declared that a bloody battle was imminent at East
Swanson Dock. We were told that all police leave had
been cancelled, that the remand centre had been cleared
and that 1000 extra prisoners could be accommodated
in police cells. As 3000 protesters were at the dock
gates, what did the minister intend to do with the extra
2000? Have concentration camps been organised, and
what physical conditions will we be held under?

Tourism: sporting events
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - The
matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for
Tourism concerns tourism and associated sporting
events. As the minister and most members will recall,
in November last year a World Cup soccer qualifying
match between Australia and Iran was held at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground Although the result was
disappointing for those of us who wanted to see
Australia qualify for the finals, everyone agreed - Hon. I. J. Cover inteIjected
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS - That is correct;
SBS won a Logie for its coverage. The unique event
has gone down as one of the most exciting in our
sporting history.
I ask the minister to inform the house of the direct and
indirect economic benefits that flowed from the visit to
Melbourne that weekend of the many thousands of
people from interstate and overseas. I raise the issue in
the context of the announcement this week that on
16 May the grand final of the Australian National
Soccer League will be held in Melbourne for the first
time in many years. I hope the soccer team that is based
in the province the minister and I share, the South
Melbourne Soccer Club, will play in and win the grand
final. I ask the minister to inform the house of the
benefits of the tourism associated with important
sporting events such as that held in November last year.

Bairnsdale Regional Health Service
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
raise for the attention of the Minister for Health the
Bairnsdale Regional Health Service, which, as the
minister will know, has undergone a number of
changes. The health service is well supported by the
local community and serves the region extremely well.

The opposition has had discussions about the possible
privatisation of the health service. I ask the minister
whether he, his staff or his department are looking at
privatising the Baimsdale Regional Health Service in
any way, shape or form in the near future. I do so to
ease the concerns of the local community.

Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) -Mr
Davis referred to a petition signed by 35000 Gippsland
residents urging the continuation ofHelimed 1 funding.
The government has responded to the urging of
coalition members in the Gippsland area and has
decided to maintain that funding for another 12 months.
It is important that I explain to the house that we have

not maintained the funding for a fixed period. We have
said that we will maintain the funding in the context of
looking at the amalgamation of all rural ambulance
services and the need to ensure ambulance services for
all of rural Victoria - and air ambulance services in
particular. The funding for Helimed 1 is being
maintained in that context. The government anticipates
that that service will continue in the longer term, even
though it has guaranteed funding only for the next
12 months. We want that funding issue resolved in the
context of resolving the broader issue.
Mrs McLean asked me to raise with the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services in the other place the
operation of the police force on the wharves during the
current dispute. I will refer the matter on to the minister.
It is important to recognise that the police force is an
independent service that ensures the maintenance of
law and order. I am sure the government is interested
only in ensuring that the police force has that
opportunity.

Mr Nardella asked about the Baimsdale Regional
Health Service. No future changes to its operation have
been provided for. The Bairnsdale service is one of the
best in rural Victoria, and we are seeking to ensure that
its operation continues. IfMr Nardella has a more
specific issue he wants to raise - I notice he is shaking
his head to indicate he does not - I will happily take it
on board. But the Bairnsdale Regional Health Service is
one of the best in delivering health services to rural
Victoria, and we do not anticipate any change in its
operation.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Mrs Hogg raised a joint venture being planned by the
'Whittlesea City Council and RMIT, which sounds like
an exciting sporting facility. She advised the chamber
that an application had been made to the Community
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Support Fund for support, and she asked that I raise the
issue directly with the Premier, who is responsible for
the fund. The honourable member asked that the
application be given sympathetic consideration. She
would know that every application to the Community
Support Fund is given sympathetic consideration. In the
unavoidable absence of my leader, Mr Birrell, who
represents the Premier in this place, I will make it my
personal responsibility to ensure that the Premier is
briefed on the application issue raised by Mrs Hogg.

associated with sporting events, particularly soccer
events in Melbourne. He referred in particular to the
World Cup soccer qualifier between Australia and Iran,
which was held on 29 November 1997. The
government asked Ernst and Young to do an economic
impact statement on the event. I am pleased to advise
that approximately 85 000 attended the qualifier.
Although more than 60 000 were from Victoria, almost
23 000 were from interstate and another 1700 were
from overseas.

The issue raised by Miss Gould, which she asked me to
pass on to my colleague the Minister for Planning and
Local Government in the other place, relates to the
availability of public toilets in the Mornington precinct.
The honourable member asked whether the minister
intended to require the provision of those public toilets.
The short answer is that I do not know, but I will
happily take up the issue with my colleague and report
back in due course.

The contribution to Victoria's economy was
$34.9 million. Again I point out that Melbourne's
events strategy and Victoria's events strategy are
responsible for contributing $650 million to the
Victorian economy. Although the honourable member
and I will be in conflict at the Essendon-Collingwood
game at the MCG this Saturday, we are in agreement
about the benefits to the sport of soccer and to the
community in general.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism)Mr Katsambanis raised the issue of the tourism benefits

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 10.30 p.m. until Tuesday, 28 April.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporatedjrom the notice paper ofthe Legislative CounciL
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalfofthe appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Wednesday, 8 April 1998
Corrections: FOI requests
42.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to departments and
agencies that come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for
each year since 1993.

A..~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to part (a), annual reports on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria for financial years since
the inception of the Act have been tabled in the Parliament. The reports identify a range of information on an
agency basis, including the number of requests received by a department or agency.
An estimate of total legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the Department of Justice in

1996/97 is $134 500. This covers the five portfolio areas of Attorney General, Women's Affairs, Fair Trading,
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections. The time and resources required to collate the information for
previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.

Corrections: taxes, charges and fees
44.

THE HON. M. M.. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's
portfolio, which taxes, charges and fees have increased since 30 March 1996.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Corrections: market research
45.

THE HON. M.. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all polling and/or market research undertaken since 30 March 1996.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time·and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
I have, however, attached a copy of an answer provided by me to a similar question asked in the Legislative
Assembly to Question No. 248, tabled on 10 April 1997, which covers some of the period referred to in the
question. Please note that the 1996 Victorian Victimisation Survey was completed in May 1997 and the results are
still being analysed.
[HansardReforence: Legislative Assembly, Vo!. 435, 10 April 1997,page 1831]

Corrections: job creation schemes
46.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): What are the details of job creation schemes being carried out in
each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, including - (i) the cost of any such scheme; (ii)
the number of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the expected life of the scheme; (iv) whether any such
schemes cany accreditation with any state or national training body; and (v) the locality of any such
schemes.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Police and Emergency Services: FOI requests
48.

THE HOS. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to Freedom of Information requests
to departments and agencies that come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for
each year since 1993.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

In relation to part (a), annual reports on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria for financial years since
the inception of the Act have been tabled in the Parliament. The reports identify a range of information on an
agency basis, including the number of requests received by a department or agency.
An estimate of tota1legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the Department of Justice in
1996/97 is $134 500. This covers the five portfolio areas of Attorney General, Women's Affairs, Fair Trading,
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections. The time and resources required to collate the information for
previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.
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Police and Emergency Services: taxes, charges and fees
50.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to all departments and agencies
within the Minister's portfolio, which taxes, charges and fees have increased since 30 March 1996.

A.~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and

resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Police and Emergency Services: market research
51.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to all departments and agencies
within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all polling andlor market research undertaken since 30
March 1996.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
I have, however, attached a copy of an answer provided by me to a similar question asked in the Legislative
Assembly to Question No. 248, tabled on 10 April 1997, which covers some of the period referred to in the
question. Please note that the 1996 Victorian Victimisation Survey was completed in May 1997 and the results are
still being analysed.
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vol. 435, 10 April 1997, page 1831]

Police and Emergency Services: job creation schemes
52.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): What are the details of job creation schemes
being carried out in each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, including - (i) the cost of
any such scheme; (ii) the number of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the expected life of the scheme; (iv)
whether any such schemes carry accreditation with any state or national training body; and Cv) the locality of
any such schemes.

A.~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Women's Affairs: FOI requests
101. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to departments and
agencies that come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
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(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, inc luding legal fees, for
each year since 1993.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to part (a), annual reports on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria for financial years since

the inception of the Act have been tabled in the Parliament. The reports identify a range of information on an
agency basis, including the number of requests received by a department or agency.
An estimate of total legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the Department of Justice in
1996/97 is $l34 500. This covers the five portfolio areas of Attorney General, Women's Affairs, Fair Trading,

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections. The time and resources required to collate the information for
previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.

Women's Affairs: taxes, charges and fees
103. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's
portfolio, which taxes, charges and fees have increased since 30 March 1996.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Women's Affairs: market research
104. TIlE HON. M. M. GOl.JLD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all polling and/or market research undertaken since 30 March 1996.
A.~SWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
I have, however, attached a copy of an answer provided by me to a similar question asked in the Legislative
Assembly to Question No. 298, tabled on 13 May 1997, which covers some of the period referred to in the
question. I have also attached details of a survey conducted by the Victorian Community Council Against
Violence which were readily available.
Aggression and/or Violence Associated with Motor Vehicle Use

(a) The research provided an assessment of the incidence of aggression and/or violence associated with motor
vehicle use in Victoria and an assessment of the community's perceptions of the issue.
(b) The research was commissioned on the 30 October 1997 and took 6 weeks to complete.
(c) $15,000

(d) Wallis Consulting Group Pty Ltd
(e) Four market research companies were invited to provide tenders for the research
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(t) The research provided information on the incidence and community perceptions of aggression andlor violence

associated with motor vehicle use in Victoria
(g) Project currently not fmished
[HansardReference: Legislative Assembly, Vol. 435, 13 May 1997, Page 1847]

Women's Affairs: job creation schemes
105.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): 'What are the details of job creation schemes being carried out in each
department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, including - (i) the cost of any such scheme; (ii) the
number of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the expected life of the scheme; (iv) whether any such
schemes carry accreditation with any state or national training body; and (v) the locality of any such
schemes.

ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Fair Trading: FOI requests
107. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to departments and agencies
that come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.

(b) 'What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for

each year since 1993.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to part (a), annual reports on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria for financial years since
the inception of the Act have been tabled in the Parliament. The reports identify a range of information on an
agency basis, including the number of requests received by a department or agency.
An estimate of total legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the Department of Justice in
1996/97 is $134 500. This covers the five portfolio areas of Attorney General, Women's Affairs, Fair Trading,

Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections. The time and resources required to collate the information for
previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.

Fair Trading: taxes, charges and fees
109. THE HON. M. M. GOULD -

To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's portfolio,
which taxes, charges and fees have increased since 30 March 1996.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Fair Trading: market research
110. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's portfolio,
what are the details of all polling andlor market research undertaken since 30 March 1996.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
I have, however, attached a copy of an answer provided by me to a similar question asked in the Legislative
Assembly to Question No. 298, tabled on 13 May 1997, which covers some of the period referred to in the
question. I have also attached details of a survey conducted by the Victorian Community Council Against
Violence which were readily available.
Aggression and/or Violence Associated with Motor Vehicle Use

(a) The research provided an assessment of the incidence of aggression andlor violence associated with motor
vehicle use in Victoria and an assessment of the community's perceptions of the issue.
(b) The research was commissioned on the 30 October 1997 and took 6 weeks to complete.
(c) $15,000

(d) Wallis Consulting Group Pty Ltd
(e) Four market research companies were invited to provide tenders for the research
(t) The research provided information on the incidence and community perceptions of aggression andlor violence
associated with motor vehicle use in Victoria

(g) Project currently not finished
[Hansard Reference: Legislative Assembly, Vol. 435,13 May 1997, Page 1847]

Fair Trading: job creation schemes
111. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): What are the details of job creation schemes being carried out in each
department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, inc1uding- (i) the cost of any such scheme; (ii) the
number of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the expected life of the scheme; (iv) whether any such
schemes cany accreditation with any state or national training body; and (v) the locality of any such
schemes.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
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Attorney-General: FOI requests
113. THE HO~ . .M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to departments and agencies that
come within the Attorney-General's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for

each year since 1993.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
In relation to part (a), annual reports on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria for financial years since
the inception of the Act have been tabled in the Parliament. The reports identify a range of information on an
agency basis, including the number of requests received by a department or agency.
An estimate of total legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the Department of Justice in

1996/97 is $134 500. This covers the five portfolio areas of Attorney General, Women's Affairs, Fair Trading,
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections. The time and resources required to collate the information for
previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.

Attorney-General: taxes, charges and fees
115. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Attorney-General's portfolio,
which taxes, charges and fees have increased since 30 March 1996.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Attorney-General: market research
116. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Attomey-General's portfolio,
what are the details of all polling andlor market research undertaken since 30 March 1996.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
I have, however, attached a copy of an answer provided by me to a similar question asked in the Legislative
Assembly to Question No. 298, tabled on 13 May 1997, which covers some of the period referred to in the
question. I have also attached details of a survey conducted by the Victorian Community Council Against
Violence which were readily available.
Aggression and/or Violence Associated with Motor Vehicle Use

(a) The research provided an assessment of the incidence of aggression andlor violence associated with motor
vehicle use in Victoria and an assessment of the community's perceptions of the issue.
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(b) The research was commissioned on the 30 October 1997 and took 6 weeks to complete.
(c) $15,000

(d) Wallis Consulting Group Pty Ltd
(e) Four market research companies were invited to provide tenders for the research
(t) The research provided information on the incidence and community perceptions of aggression andlor violence
associated with motor vehicle use in Victoria

(g) Project currently not finished

[HansardReforence: Legislative Assembly, Vol. 435, 13 May 1997, Page 1847]

Attorney-General: job creation schemes
117. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): What are the details of job creation schemes being carried out in each department and
agency within the Attorney General's portfolio, including - (i) the cost of any such scheme; (ii) the number
of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the expected life of the scheme; (iv) whether any such schemes carry
accreditation with any state or national training body; and (v) the locality of any such schemes.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Police and Emergency Services: taxes, charges and fees
137. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to each department and agency
within the Minister's portfolio, what taxes, charges and fees have been adjusted since 30 March 1996,
indicating all details of the level of the tax, charge or fee as at 30 March 1996, the amount of the increase(s)
andlor decrease(s), and the current level.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Police and Emergency Services: asset sales
138. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to each department and agency
within the Minister's portfolio, what asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the
sale price; (ii) the buyer of the asset; (iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the
asset prior to sale.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
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Police and Emergency Services: advertising
139.

THE HOl\". M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to each department and agency
within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year
1996-97, indicating the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of
the consultancy or contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or
consultancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member is contained in the
Department of Justice's annual report. Similar information relating to portfolio agencies may also be included in
their respective annual reports.

Police and Emergency Services: public relations and marketing
140.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In relation to each department or agency
within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations,
media relations or marketing, as defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing
Government Services, indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in marketing government services
(including those involved in media or public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost,
including salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date;
and (iii) the budget for the provision of such services for the year 1997-98.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Youth and Community Services: advertising
164.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In relation to each department and agency within the
Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1996-97,
indicating the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the
consultancy or contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or
consultancy.

ANSWER:
The response to the question is contained within the answer to Legislative Council Question No. 136, tabled on
18 March 1998.

Attorney-General: taxes, charges and fees
173.

THE HON. M. M. GOLrul - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to each department and agency within the Attorney-General's portfolio,
what taxes, charges and fees have been adjusted since 30 March 1996, indicating all details of the level of
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the tax, charge or fee as at 30 March 1996, the amount of the increase(s) and/or decrease(s), and the current
level.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested infonnation cannot be
justified.

Attorney-General: asset sales
174. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to each department and agency within the Attorney-General's portfolio,
what asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the sale price; (ii) the buyer of the
asset; (iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the asset prior to sale.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the infonnation available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested infonnation cannot be
justified.

Attorney-General: advertising
175. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to each department and agency within the Attorney-General's portfolio,
what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1996-97, indicating the - (i)
name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or contract;
(iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or consultancy.
A.NSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested infonnation cannot be
justified.
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member is contained in the
Department of Justice's annual report. Similar information relating to portfolio agencies may also be included in
their respective annual reports.

Attorney-General: public relations and marketing
176. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In relation to each department or agency within the Attorney-General's portfolio,
what are the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as
defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i)
how many persons are involved in marketing government services (including those involved in media or
public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such
marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date; and (iii) the budget for the provision of such
services for the year 1997-98.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified

Corrections: taxes, charges and fees
177. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what taxes, charges and fees have been adjusted since 30 March 1996, indicating all details of the
level of the tax, charge or fee as at 30 March 1996, the amount of the increase(s) and/or decrease(s), and the
current level.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Corrections: asset sales
178. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the sale price; (ii) the
buyer of the asset; (iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the asset prior to sale.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's questions is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Corrections: advertising
179. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1996--97, indicating
the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or
contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or conSUltancy.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member is contained in the
Department of Justice's annual report. Similar information relating to portfolio agencies may also be included in
their respective annual reports.
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Corrections: public relations and marketing
180. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or
marketing, as defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing Government Services,
indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in marketing government services (including those
involved in media or public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for
the provision of such marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date; and (iii) the budget for
the provision of such services for the year 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the honourable member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Women's Affairs: taxes, charges and fees
185. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what taxes, charges and fees have been adjusted since 30 March 1996, indicating all details of the
level of the tax, charge or fee as at 30 March 1996, the amount ofthe increase(s) andlor decrease(s), and the
current level.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Women's Affairs: asset sales
186. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the sale price; (ii) the
buyer of the asset; (iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the asset prior to sale.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Women's Affairs: advertising
187. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's
portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1996-97, indicating
the- (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or
contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or conSUltancy.
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ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member is contained in the
Department of Justice's annual report. Similar information relating to portfolio agencies may also be included in
their respective annual reports.

Women's Affairs: public relations and marketing
188. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio,
what are the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as
defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i)
how many persons are involved in marketing government services (including those involved in media or
public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such
marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date; and (iii) the budget for the provision of such
services for the year 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and

resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Fair Trading: taxes, charges and fees
189. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio,
what taxes, charges and fees have been adjusted since 30 March 1996, indicating all details of the level of
the tax, charge or fee as at 30 March 1996, the amount of the increase(s) and/or decrease(s), and the current
level.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Fair Trading: asset sales
190. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio,
what asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the sale price; (ii) the buyer of the
asset; (iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the asset prior to sale.
ANSWER:

I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
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Fair Trading: advertising
191. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio,
what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1996--97, indicating the - (i)
name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or contract;
(iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or consultancy.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.
Details of consultancy expenditure along the lines requested by the Honourable Member is contained in the
Department of Justice's annual report. Similar information relating to portfolio agencies may also be included in
their respective annual reports.

Fair Trading: public relations and marketing
192. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In relation to each department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what
are the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media relations or marketing, as
defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i)
how many persons are involved in marketing government services (including those involved in media or
public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including salaries, for the provision of such
marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date; and (iii) the budget for the provision of such
services for the year 1997-98.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is: The time and
resources required for my department and each portfolio agency to collate all the requested information cannot be
justified.

Fair Trading: The Good Business Guide
211. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): What are the details of all issues of The Good Business Guide produced since
April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of
distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of
the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.
ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:
Reprint of Issue 2 of The Good Business Guide
Issue 3 of the Victorian Good Business Guide produced
Reprint of Issue 3 of the Victorian Good Business Guide
ii
iii

iv

Issue 2 reprint - April 1996
Please note that distribution costs cannot be readily separated from overall operational costs. 20,000
printed and distributed via OFTBA funded groups, trade shows, TAFE colleges and other interested
parties.
20,000 copies
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vi
vii

Production
Printing only $21,320
Printer
McPherson and Morison Pty Ltd
Tenders were called for in the form of three written quotes.

11

Issue 3 - March 1997
Please note that distribution costs cannot be readily separated from overall operational costs. 25,000
printed and distributed via OFTBA funded groups, trade shows, T AFE colleges and other interested
parties.
25,000 copies
Production
Redesign cover and supplement $5,016
Printing $23,550
Printer
McPherson & Morison Pty Ltd
Tenders were called for in the form of three written quotes

iii

iv
v
vi
vu
11

111

iv
v
vi
vii
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Issue 3 reprint - July 1997
Please note that the distribution costs cannot be readily separated from overall operational costs.
20,000 printed and distributed via OF1BA funded groups, trade shows, TAPE colleges and other I
interested parties.
20,000 copies
Production
Printing only $18,240
Printer
McPherson & Morison Pty Ltd
Tenders were called for in the form of three written quotes.

Fair Trading: Fair Deal
212. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): What are the details of all issues of Fair Deal produced since April 1996,
indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of the printer;
and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in response to the Honourable Member's question is:

11

iii

IV

v
vi
vii

One issue of Fair Deal produced
Summer 1996
Please note that distribution costs are not readily separated from overall operational costs. 10,000 copies
printed, 6,000 directed mailed by mailing house at a cost of $651. Remaining 4,000 distributed via
OFTBA funded groups and included with every request for printed information.
10,000 copies
Production
Design $4988
Printing $4986
Printer
Franklin Colour Printing
Tenders were called for in the form of three written quotes.

Police and Emergency Services: investment proposals
327. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): Will the Minister provide a list for 1997-98 of
all investment proposals relating to his portfolio, evaluated in accordance with current Investment Evaluation
Guidelines and submitted to the Department of Treasury and Finance.
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ANSWER:
All investment proposals are subject to approval by Cabinet or its subcommittees, notably, the Budget and
Expenditure Review Committee (,BERC). List of proposals and the evaluation process is Cabinet-in-Confidence.
I am therefore unable to provide you with these details.

Attorney-General: investment proposals
332. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): Will the Attorney-General provide a list for 1997-98 of all investment proposals
relating to her portfolio, evaluated in accordance with current Investment Evaluation Guidelines and
submitted to the Department of Treasury and Finance.

ANSWER:
All investment proposals are subject to approval by Cabinet or its subcommittees, notably, the Budget and
Expenditure Review Committee ('BERC'). List of proposals and the evaluation process is Cabinet-in-Confidence.
I am therefore unable to provide you with these details.

Premier: social advantage test
527. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be used to
undertake ''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the
Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or
benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Premier is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Arts: social advantage test
528. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for the Arts): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will
be used to undertake ''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as
specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for the Arts is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Conservation and Land Management: social advantage test
529. THE HON. B. T. PULLEl" - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In respect of each agency under
her control, what means will be used to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs,
initiatives and legislation as specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically
what measures, performance indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of
particular proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Conservation and Land Management is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Multicultural Affairs: social advantage test
531. TIlE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multicultural Affairs): In respect of each agency under his control, what
means will be used to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and
legislation as specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what
measures, performance indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular
proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Multicultural Affairs is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Multimedia: social advantage test
532. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Multi-Media): In respect of each agency under his control, what means
will be used to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as
specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Multimedia is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Housing: social advantage test
534. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In respect of each agency under her control, what means will be used to undertake
''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the Governor's
Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or benchmarks
have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Aboriginal Affairs: social advantage test
535. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs): In respect of each agency under her control, what means will be
used to undertake ''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified
in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Education: social advantage test
536. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be used to undertake
''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the Governor's
Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or benchmarks
have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Education is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Tertiary Education and Training: social advantage test
537. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will
be used to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as
specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Youth and Community Services: social advantage test
538. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Youth and Community Services): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will
be used to undertake '"the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as
specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Youth and Community Services is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy

proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Treasurer: social advantage test
540. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be used to undertake "the test of
social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the Governor's Speech of
17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or benchmarks have been
developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
A.~SWER:

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy

proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Planning and Local Government: social advantage test
541. THE HOl'\. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will
be used to undertake ''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as
specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Planning and Local Government is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Agriculture and Resources: social advantage test
544. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In respect of each agency under his control, what
means will be used to undertake ''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and
legislation as specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what
measures, performance indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular
proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Agriculture and Resources is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy

proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Corrections: social advantage test
545. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Corrections): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be
used to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified
in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Corrections is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Police and Emergency Services: social advantage test
546.

THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency Services): In respect of each agency under his control,
what means will be used to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and
legislation as specified in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what
measures, performance indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular
proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is:

As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Transport: social advantage test
547.

THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be
used to undertake ''the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified
in the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance
indicators or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Transport is:

As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Attorney-General: social advantage test
549.

THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Attorney-General): In respect of each agency under her control, what means will be used to undertake
"the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the Governor's
Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or benchmarks
have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Attorney-General is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Fair Trading: social advantage test
550. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Fair Trading): In respect of each agency under her control, what means will be used to
undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the
Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or
benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Fair Trading is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Rural Development: social advantage test
551. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Rural Development): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be used
to undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in
the Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators
or benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Rural Development is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.

Sport: social advantage test
552. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Sport): In respect of each agency under his control, what means will be used to undertake
"the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the Governor's
Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or benchmarks
have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Sport is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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Women's Affairs: social advantage test
554. THE HON. B. T. PULLEN - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Small Business (for the Honourable
the Minister for Women's Affairs): In respect of each agency under her control, what means will be used to
undertake "the test of social advantage" required for programs, initiatives and legislation as specified in the
Governor's Speech of 17 February 1998, indicating specifically what measures, performance indicators or
benchmarks have been developed to analyse the merits of particular proposals.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Women's Affairs is:
As outlined in the Governor's Speech, the test of social advantage has been formulated to assess whether policy
proposals improve outcomes in education; increase job opportunities; promote safe and healthy lifestyles, and build
confident and cohesive communities. The government will continue to implement policy through the integrated
management cycle mechanism whereby policy initiatives, legislative and budget proposals are considered by
Cabinet.
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QUESTONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporatedfrom the notice paper ofthe Legislative Council
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 22 April 1998
Premier: Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local Government
3.

TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): Is the Premier aware that the Honourable B N Atkinson, MLC, has
published details of planning decisions given by the Minister for Planning and Local Government and advice
to local government on planning and retail issues in his capacity as Melbourne editor of the publication
Inside Retailing.

ANSWER:

This is not a publication subscribed to by the Office of the Premier. Accordingly, I am not in a position to answer
this question.

Premier: Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local Government
4.

TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): Has the Honourable B N Atkinson, MLC, filed a pecuniary interest
declaration form as Parliamentary Secretary in accordance with the requirements regarding declarations of
pecuniary interest, that apply to Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, senior public servants and members of
the Judiciary.

ANSWER:

The honourable member is referred to the Register of Members Interests.

Treasurer: FOI requests
17.

TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to departments and agencies that come within the
Treasurer's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for

each year since 1993.
ANSWER:

The answer supplied by the Treasurer is :
(a) For the answer to this question I refer the Honourable Member to the Annual Reports of each department and
agency and the Freedom of Information Annual Reports by the Attorney-General of Victoria for each year
since 1993.

QUESTONS ON NOTICE

COUNCIL

664

Tuesday, 22 April 1998

(b) Freedom of Information requests are not opposed but are dealt with in accordance with the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act 1982. Accordingly there are no costs of opposing such requests. Costs incurred
for legal fees in relation to dealing with FOI requests are listed below. Costs relate to each financial year from
1993/94 unless otherwise indicated.

FINANCIAL YEAR

ORGANISATION
1993/94

1994/95

S

1995/96

S

SRO i

1996/97

1997/98
(to date of
Question)

$

$

$

2,625

3,859

11,074

Office of the Chief Electrical Inspector

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

TAC

10,701

6,547

48,549

11,058

Nil

State Trustees

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Dept. Treasury and Finance 2

37,458

49,746

43,581

Victorian Managed Insurance Authority

Nil

Nil

Nil

1.
2.
3.

Records available from 1995/96.
Records accessible in time available from the 1995/96 Financial Year only. Figures include both Treasury and
Finance portfolios.
VMIA was established on 1 October 1996.

Agriculture and Resources: FOI requests
23.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to
departments and agencies that come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.

(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for
each year since 1993.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(a) An annual report on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria is tabled in the Parliament. The
reports for the 1996/97 financial year, and for all financial years since the inception of the Freedom of
Information Act 1982, have been tabled in the Parliament. The report provides a range of information,
including the number of requests received by departments and agencies.

(b) An estimate of the total legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the portfolio area of
Agriculture and Resources for the 1996/97 financial year is $29,400. This figure is the amount paid by the
Department for extemallegal advice during that financial year. It does not include other costs such as
Departmental employees' time or costs to statutory authorities. The time and resources required to quantify
other costs, and collate information for previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.
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Agriculture and Resources: ministerial expenses
24.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what
expenses were incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i)
credit card expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v)
domestic travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation
expenses; (x) car hire; and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:

I am informed that:
ITEM
(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv) & (ix)

Cv)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)

(x)
(xi)

DESCRIYI10N
Credit card expenditure
(This includes expenditure also accountedfor in items (iv) and (xi))
Alcohol
Entertainment
(Entertainment is recorded as expenditure on major social functions
borne by Minister's office budget)
Travel allowance and incidental expenses
(Incidental expenses and accommodation expenses are combined in
one accounting code)
Domestic travel
International travel
Charter travel
Office salaries
Accommodation expenses (see (iv) above)
car hire
General office expenses

1996/97
$20,692.66

$488.01
$3,463.82

$16,174.85

$13,394.85
$6,080.00
$98,733.54
$467,533.00
see note
$11,475.35
$85,479.57

Agriculture and Resources: job creation schemes
27.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): What are the details of job creation schemes being
carried out in each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, including - (i) the cost of any
such scheme; (ii) the number of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the expected life of the scheme; (iv)
whether any such schemes carry accreditation with any state or national training body; and Cv) the locality of
any such schemes.

ANSWER:

I am informed that: No specific 'job creation schemes' are directly undertaken by the department or other agencies
within the Agriculture and Resources portfolio.

Education: FOI requests
29.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to Freedom of Information requests to departments and agencies that
come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for
each year since 1993.
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A.~SWER:

I am informed as follows:
To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M. M Gould may wish to submit a more focused and specific question on the matter.

Education: market research
THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to all departments and agencies within the Minister's portfolio, what are
the details of all polling andlor market research undertaken since 30 March 1996.

32.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:

To provide the information requested would require an inordinate amount of time and resources which are not
available. The Hon. M. M Gould may wish to submit a more focused and specific question on the matter.

Finance: FOI requests
THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to Freedom of
Information requests to departments and agencies that come within the Minister's portfolio:

54.

(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for

each year since 1993.
ANSWER:

(a) For the answer to this question I refer the Honourable Member to the Annual Reports of each department and
agency and the Freedom of Information Annual Reports by the Attorney-General of Victoria for each year
since 1993.
(b) Freedom of Information requests are not opposed but are dealt with in accordance with the provisions of the

Freedom of Information Act 1982. Accordingly there are no costs of opposing such requests. Costs incurred
for legal fees in relation to dealing with FOI requests are listed below. Costs relate to each financial year from
1993/94 unless otherwise indicated.
ORGA.~SATION

FINANCIAL YEAR
1993/94

1994195

1995196

1996/97

1997198
(to date of
Question)

$

$

$

$

$

Office of the Regulator-General

N/Al

Nil

Nil

Nil

20,358.002

Victorian W orkcover Authority

Nil

1,350.00

Nil

Nil

Nil

37,458

49,746

43,581.01

Dept. Treasury and Finance 3
1.
2.
3.

The Office of the Regulator-General was established'on 1 July 1994.
For the period 1 July 1997 to 17 February 1998.
Records accessible in time available from the 1995/96 Financial Year only. Figures include both Treasury and
Finance portfolios.
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Housing: ministerial expenses
72.

TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Housing): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what expenses were incurred by the
Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card expenditure; (ii)
alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic travel; (vi)
international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car hire; and
(xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
I refer to the answer provided to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice Question No.309 (refer to Legislative
Assembly Hansard No. 8, issued 24 June 1997, on page 1808). Because Question 309 is similar to this Question
and substantially covers the same period of time, the time and resources required to provide further details to this
Question, when it has already been substantially answered, cannot be justified.
[HansardReference: Legislative Assembly, Vol. 435, 8 April 1997, page 1808]

Aboriginal Affairs: ministerial expenses
76.

TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for responsible Aboriginal Affairs): In relation to the 1996-97 financial year, what expenses were
incurred by the Minister or the Minister's Office, indicating the amounts expended on - (i) credit card
expenditure; (ii) alcohol; (iii) entertainment; (iv) travel allowance and incidental expenses; (v) domestic
travel; (vi) international travel; (vii) charter travel; (viii) office salaries; (ix) accommodation expenses; (x) car
hire; and (xi) general office expenses.

ANSWER:
This question has been answered under question no. 72.

Conservation and Land Management: FOI requests
95.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to Freedom of
Information requests to departments and agencies that come within the Minister's portfolio:
(a) How many requests were received by for each department and agency in each year since 1993.
(b) What was the cost of opposing such requests for each department and agency, including legal fees, for
each year since 1993.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
(a) An annual report on the operation of freedom of information in Victoria is tabled in the Parliament. The
reports for the 1996/97 financial year, and for all financial years since the inception of the Freedom of
Information Act 1982, have been tabled in the Parliament. The report provides a range of information,
including the number of requests received by departments and agencies.
(b) An estimate of the total legal expenses involved in freedom of information requests in the portfolio area of
Conservation and Land Management for the 1996/97 financial year is $17,500. This figure is the amount paid
by the Department for extemallegal advice during that financial year. It does not include other costs such as
Departmental employees' time or costs to statutory authorities. The time and resources required to quantify
other costs, and collate information for previous years and for all portfolio agencies cannot be justified.
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Conservation and Land Management: job creation schemes
99.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): What are the details of job
creation schemes being carried out in each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio,
including- (i) the cost of any such scheme; (ii) the number of people engaged in the scheme; (iii) the
expected life of the scheme; (iv) whether any such schemes carry accreditation with any state or national
training body; and (v) the locality of any such schemes.

ANSWER:
I am informed that: No specific 'job creation schemes' are directly undertaken by the department or other agencies
within the Conservation and Land Management portfolio.

Premier: asset sales
120. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to each department and agency within the Premier's portfolio,
what asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996, indicating - (i) the sale price; (ii) the buyer of the
asset; (iii) whether there was a tender process; and (iv) the valuation of the asset prior to sale.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Parliamentary Counsel Victoria
No asset sales have taken place since 30 March 1996.
Office of the Governor

Description

Asset Sales since 30 March 1996
Value
Buyer
Proceeds
$
$

Change Over
Holden
Holden
Holden
Holden
Sub-Total

31,781.21
37,165.31
23,566.67
38,593.56
131,106.75

36,000.00
42,000.00
25,250.00
35,363.00
138,613.00

Sale to the Commonwealth
Bank
Ford SE
Ford ST
Holden
Holden
Holden
Sub-Total
Total

32,880.60
23,143.87
38,468.35
24,309.35
40,920.14
159,722.31
290,829.06

40,000.00
24,500.00
45,000.00
27,000.00
31,767.00
168,267.00
306,880.00

Ballan Holden
Ballan Holden
Paterson Cheney
Self City

CBA
CBA
CBA
CBA
CBA

Tender

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

-

Trade-in
Trade-in
Trade-in
Trade-in

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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Office of the Public Service Commissioner

Description
Motor Vehicles
Computer
Total

Asset Sales since 30 March 1996
Buyer
Value
Proceeds
$

$

439,557.71
1,776.96
441,334.67

447,760.99
205.00
447,965.99

CBA
Victoria Police

Tender
Yes
No

Department of Premier and Cabinet

Description
Office Equipment
Motor Vehicles
Computers
Total

*

Asset Sales since 30 March 1996
Value
Buyer
Proceeds
$

$

1,114.99
2,310,334.97
835.00
2,311,449.87

400.00
2,509,487.60
0.00
2,510,722.60

Unknown
CBA AuctionffradeIn
Victoria Police

Tender
Auction

*

No

Note - The information provided for the sale of motor vehicles is a consolidation of the vehicles sold to the CBA and
vehicles that were auctioned/traded in during this period.

Victorian Auditor-General's Office

Description

Asset Sales since 30 March 1996
Value
Proceeds
Buyer
$

Motor Vehicles

Trade-in or Sale of Motor
Vehicles

Computers
Total

(Determined
under the sale
and leaseback
arrangement. )
(Determined
under the sale
and leaseback
arrangement. )
Book Value

Tender

$

551,336.00

CBA

Yes

419,136.00

CarDea1ers

No

38,187.00
1,008,659.00

Individuals

Yes

Victorian Relief Committee

Description

Asset Sales since 30 March 1996
Value
Proceeds
Buyer
$

Tender

$

Motor Vehicles

18,297.00

21,833.00

Total

18,297.00

21,833.00

Unknown

Auction
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Office of the Ombudsman

Description
Office Furniture &
Equipment

Total

Asset Sales since 30 March 1996
Estimated
Proceeds
Buyer
Value
S
2,500-3,000
3,095.00
Unknown

2,500-3,000

Tender
Auction

3,095.00

Finance: advertising
143. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to each
department and agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or
consultancies in the year 1996-97, indicating the - (i) name of the company so contracted to perform
advertising work; (ii) value of the consultancy or contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv)
duration oftbe contract or consultancy.
ANSWER:
Advertising contracts for 1996/97
Department of Treasury and Finance
(i)
Leeds Media & Communication Service PIL
(ii)
$70,539*
(iii)
Planning and booking media advertising
(iv)
Ongoing
*Amount excludes expenditure on staff placement advertising and request for tenders.
Office of the Regulator General
(i)
Fenton Communications (Advertising Agency), Wortbington Di Marzio (Market Research) and Leeds
Media (Media)
(ii)
$59,500, $14,000, and $140,000
(iii)
Generate public awareness of the Customer Charters approved by the office and distributed by Victorian
Electricity distribution businesses.
(iv)
March to April 1997.
Victorian Workcover Authority
(i)
Baellen Communications Pty Ltd
(ii)
$8,700 per calendar month. *
(iii)
To provide administrative advertising services to assist in the production and placement oftbe
Authority's advertising campaigns.
(iv)
2 September 1996 until 1 September 1999.
*These figures do not include advertising production costs which are quoted individually per electronic
advertisement and also do not include print advertisements, which are produced in-house.
(Advertising production costs are included in the reply to Q-144)

Finance: public relations and marketing
144. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance: In relation to each
department or agency within the Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all persons and costs associated
with public relations, media relations or marketing, as defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39,
Marketing Government Services, indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in marketing government
services (including those involved in media or public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total
cost, including salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to
date; and (iii) the budget for the provision of such services for the year 1997-98.
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ANSWER:
Office of the Regulator General
Media and public relations activities conducted by the Office relate to the specific activities of the Office and do not
relate to the broader marketing of Government Services.

Victorian Workcover Authority
(i)

Four staffwere involved for lOO% of their time in public relations, media relations and marketing as
defined in the Auditor General's Special Report No. 43 Marketing Government Services during this
period. However, only one of the four was employed for the whole period

In addition, nine staff provide a percentage of their time to such functions, one at 90%, one at 80%, one at
60%, three at 50%, one at 40%, one at 30% and one at 20% of their time.
Of these nine staff: only five were employed for the whole of the period.

In addition, a consultancy firm was employed for some regional media and public relations activities
during this period.
(ii)

The total figure for the provision of such marketing services for the 22 month period is $ 16,415,503.

(iii)

The budget for these services in 97/98 is $6,972,918.

This is made up of
Budget for remainder
For 22 months
1997/98
30 Mar 96 - 31 Jan 98
Advertising
$14,185,727
$4,538,662
$272,279
Salaries
$658,122
$106,771
Printed material
$564,919
$37,404
$100,420
Sponsorships
Nil
Media releases*
Nil
Displays
$112,214
$438,269
$106,633
Other
$468,046
* Media releases prepared in-house - expenditure include in salaries.
Activity

Planning and Local Government: advertising
160.

THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to each department and agency within the
Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all advertising contracts or consultancies in the year 1996-97,
indicating the- (i) name of the company so contracted to perform advertising work; (ii) value of the
consultancy or contract; (iii) nature of the consultancy or contract; and (iv) duration of the contract or
consultancy.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Minister for Planning and Local Government is: This answer does not include general
advertising made by the Department of infrastructure and its agencies through the whole of government advertising
contract with Leeds Media. This information cannot be readily apportioned across portfolios covered by the
Department and the resources required to assemble this information are not considered justified.

Docklands Authority
Melbourne Docklands is to be developed by private enterprise and the Docklands Authority's objective is to attract
private investment ($3 billion over the next lO years for the development ofDocklands). Part of the strategy to
achieve this objective is to attract the maximum interest in the initial bid process over the past 2 years. This work
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has resulted in the successful bids for the Stadium, Yarra Waters Precinct and other precincts still under
negotiation.
The contracts with major consultancies and supplies are as follows:
Leonardi Advertising
(including the major
proportion distributed to
suppliers, printing
companies, production
companies, etc.)
Leeds Media
Marquee
Gollings Clifton
Briner Ads
Crock Productions

To market and promote the Melbourne Docklands to the
general public, developers, fmanciers, investors, tenants and
end users to increase awareness, interest and support for the
Melbourne Docklands Project. The work carried out
included artwork and production of all internal and external
Melbourne Docklands publications (eg. Suite of bid
documents, media advertising and annual report).
Placement of media advertisements.
Printing of external marketing publications.
Photography and 3D modelling of press and presentation
images for Precinct updates and launches.
Preparation and construction of signage in and around
Docklands.
Events, video production, public display.

$1,154,922

$498,830
$44,883
$112,091
$247,469
$168,785

Melbourne City Link Authority
(i) The following companies were contracted to provide a number of advertising services, defined as graphic
design, informational, display and promotional services.
• The Event Company
• Adstract Art
• Thompson White
(ii)
The value of services purchased by the Authority was:
• The Event Company
$323,437.62
• Adstract Art
$17,935.30
• Thompson White
$249.22
(iii)
The nature of work provided by these firms was graphic design, informational, display and promotional
services.
The year 1996-97, all of the above fIrms were engaged for short term contracts and service agreements.
(iv)

Urban Land Corporation
The Urban Land Corporation spent a total of $1 ,260,000.00 on advertising expenses related to promoting the sale
ofULC land with a number of companies. Advertising was placed in the print media as well as on radio and
television. The resources required to assemble the information in the detail requested cannot be justified

Planning and Local Government: public relations and marketing
161. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): In relation to each department or agency within the
Minister's portfolio, what are the details of all persons and costs associated with public relations, media
relations or marketing, as defined in the Auditor General's special report No. 39, Marketing Government
Services, indicating - (i) how many persons are involved in marketing government services (including
those involved in media or public relations) in each department or agency; (ii) the total cost, including
salaries, for the provision of such marketing services for the period since 30 March 1996 to date; and (iii) the
budget for the provision of such services for the year 1997-98.
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A.~SWER:

The answer supplied by the Minister for Planning and Local Government is:
Marketing government services is interpreted in the broader sense and the staffwithin the department and agencies
are engaged in a range of activities that provide information about government services as well as developing
marketing strategies related to the corporate and business plans of the department and agencies.
The answer to the question is for the time period 30 March 1996 to 17 February 1998.

The Department of Infrastructure
The Department of Infrastructure has a Corporate Public Affairs Unit which provides a service across the three
portfolios assigned to the Department and services all Departmental communication requirements. The costs of this
service are not apportioned separately to portfolios. The answer to the question is:
(i)
Fifteen
(ii)
$1,171,508
(iii)
$714,923

Building Control Commission
The answer to the question is:
(i) Responsibility for public relations, media relations and marketing is shared among a number of Commission
staff The Commission has Fenton Communications, as its preferred supplier of communications service and
advice.
(ii) $570,000
(iii) $500,000

Heritage Council Victoria
The answer to the question is
(i)
One
(ii)
$112,000
(iii)
$59,500

Melbourne City Link Authority
The answer to the question is
(i)
Three
(ii)
$298,794
(iii)
$199,535

Urban Land Corporation
The answer to the question is:
(i)
The ULC has one employee whose primary task is marketing and also engages the services for marketing
by contract providers.
(ii)
Salary $75,000; Contract provider $152,800.
(iii)
Salary $45,000; Contract provider $50,000

Docklands Authority
The answer to the question is:
(i) The marketing requirements of the Docklands Authority are managed by a Marketing Manager, who main
objective is to manage the contracts included in response to Question 160 above. In addition, one of the
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Authority'S executives has, as one of his responsibilities, management of public affairs. These managers share
a secretary with another executive.
(ii) This 21 month period spans the intensive marketing campaign for Melbourne Docklands with the calling for
Expressions of Interest and Consortia bids for the Stadium and the five Precincts. The costs for the provision
of such services can be summarised as:
Public Relations
Media Relations
Advertising & Marketing

$623,800
$762,800
$2,000, lOO

These amounts include the advertising contracts and consultancies listed in response to Question 160 above.
(iii) Public Relations
Media Relations
Marketing

$226,000
$266,000
$549,000

Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quarterly
206. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Minister for Planning and Local Government): What are the details of all issues of Agenda 21 produced
since April 1996, indicating - (i) how many issues were produced; (ii) the date of each issue; (iii) details of
distribution, including numbers and cost; (iv) the number printed; (v) the cost of production; (vi) the name of
the printer; and (vii) whether tenders were called.

ANSWER:
Six issues of the Agenda 21 Quarterly magazine have been published since April 1996.
Issue No. 10 was produced in May 1996; Issue No. 11 in September 1996, Issue No. 12 in December 1996, Issue
No. 13 in March 1997; Issue No. 14 in July 1997 and Issue No. 15 in October 1997.
10,000 copies of each issue have been printed (except Issue No. 13 when 7,000 copies were printed) at an average
cost of $8,500 per issue which includes printing and distribution costs.
Copies of the magazine are distributed as follows:
5000 for bulk distribution to industry organisations, City ofMe1bourne information booths, Department of
Infrastructure bookshop and agencies and to some other government departments;
3500 for distribution to individuals and organisations, both in Australia and overseas, who have subscribed to the
publication;
1500 to Information Victoria- for distribution throughout regional Victoria
The magazine is produced 'in-house' by the Public Affairs Branch at the Department of Infrastructure on behalf of
the Office of Major Projects.
Tenders were not called for the printing of the magazine, as the cost each year (four issues) is less than $50,000.
Quotations were called and the Franklins Colour Printing were accepted to produce the magazine.

Transport: Met advertising
214. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Transport): In relation to the Met advertising campaigns since April 1996:
(a) What is the total cost of advertising and public relations.
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(b) What is the cost to date of the Met advertisements titled Take one to relieve stress, Sorry for the inconvenience

while we make your platforms look brand new, Automated Ticketing is here. Have you met the new Metcard
yet? printed in the Herald Sun, the Age and in all suburban and country newspapers.
(c) What is the budgeted cost of radio advertisements.
(d) What is the specific cost to operate the information line, indicating the number of staff working and their cost,
and the number of calls received.

ANSWER:
The answers, for the period beginning April 1996 and ending November 1997, are:
(a)

The total cost of advertising and public relations is $1,954,671

(b)

The cost to date of the Met advertisements titled:
Take one to relieve stress - $18,448

Sorry for the inconvenience while we make your platforms look brand new -

$9,462

The advertisements titled Automated Ticketing is here, Have you met the new Metcard yet? are not
produced by the Public Transport Corporation.
(c)

The budgeted cost of radio advertisements is $378,431

(d)

The specific cost to operate the information line is $1,859,856, which includes a labour component of
$1,713,980 for a staff of 25. The number of calls received is 2,069,159.

Treasurer: funds management fees
318. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Victorian Funds Management Corporation, what is the basis on which
management fees for public sector clients are calculated.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
The management fee is made up of fund manager fees, custodian fees and administration fees. Fund manager fees
and custodian fees are passed directly through to VFMC's clients according to each client's use of fund managers
and the master custodian. The administration fee is a flat fee charged to each client. The flat administration fee is
in line with private sector practice.

Treasurer: funds management fees
319. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): In relation to the Victorian Funds Management Corporation, what is the reason for the increase in
portfolio management and custodian fees between 1996-97 and 1997-98.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
The increase in portfolio management (ie. fund manager fees) and custodian fees between 1996-97 and 1997-98
was due to the expansion ofVFMC's client base. Over that period both the Victorian Workcover Authority and the
Parliamentary Superannuation Fund became clients ofVFMC.
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Education: investment proposals
320. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): Will the Minister provide a list for 1997-98 of all investment proposals relating to
his portfolio, evaluated in accordance with current Investment Evaluation Guidelines and submitted to the
Department of TreasUIY and Finance.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
All investment proposals are subject to approval by Cabinet or its subcommittees, notably, the Budget and
Expenditure Review Committee ('BERC'). Lists of proposals and the evaluation process is Cabinet-inConfidence. I am therefore unable to provide you with these details.

Treasurer: investment proposals
333. THE HON. M. M GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Finance (for the Honourable the
Treasurer): Will the Treasurer provide a list for 1997-98 of all investment proposals relating to his portfolio,
evaluated in accordance with current Investment Evaluation Guidelines and submitted to the Department of
Treasury and Finance.

ANSWER:
The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
All investment proposals are subject to approval by Cabinet or its subcommittees, notably the Budget and
Expenditure Review Committee ('BERC'). Lists of proposals and the evaluation process is Cabinet-inConfidence. I am therefore unable to provide you with these details.

Agriculture and Resources: investment proposals
334. THE HON. M M GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Roads and Ports (for the
Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources): Will the Minister provide a list for 1997-98 of all
investment proposals relating to his portfolio, evaluated in accordance with current Investment Evaluation
Guidelines and submitted to the Department of Treasury and Finance.

ANSWER:
All investment proposals are subject to approval by Cabinet or its subcommittees, notably, the Budget and
Expenditure Review Committee ('BERC'). Lists of proposals and the evaluation process is Cabinet-inConfidence. I am therefore unable to provide you with these details.

Conservation and Land Management: investment proposals
339. THE HON. M M GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): Will the Minister provide a list
for 1997-98 of all investment proposals relating to her portfolio, evaluated in accordance with current
Investment Evaluation Guidelines and submitted to the Department of Treasury and Finance.

ANSWER:
All investment proposals are subject to approval by Cabinet or its subcommittees, notably, the Budget and
Expenditure Review Committee ('BERC'). Lists ofproposals and the evaluation process is Cabinet-inConfidence. I am therefore unable to provide you with these details.
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Health: ambulance costs
509. TIlE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health: What are the average
annual costs, to staff and maintain an ambulance in - (i) metropolitan Melbourne; and (ii) non-metropolitan
Melbourne.
A.~SWER:

I assume that the intent of the Honourable member's question is to compare Metropolitan Ambulance Service
(MAS) costs to those of rural Ambulance Services.

In determining the following costs, (which have been derived from the 1996/97 Annual Reports of Ambulance
Services) I have interpreted costs to mean the difference between expenses (including depreciation and allowance
for Long Service Leave) and revenue (other than Government grant). When these costs are divided by the number
of ambulances, the average annual cost, to staff and maintain an ambulance in metropolitan Melbourne is $231,000
per vehicle, while in rural Victoria it is $142,000.
Given population densities and differences in geography, it is difficult to draw direct comparisons between the
costs. While the cost per ambulance vehicle for the Metropolitan Ambulance Service is higher, it is consistent with
the fact that MAS vehicles have a significantly higher workload.

Conservation and Land Management: coastal strategy advertising
515. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the recent
Victorian Coastal Strategy advertising campaign:(a) What is the total cost of advertising and public
relations. (b) In respect of the brochures and pamphlets, what contracts were let for - (i) design; (ii)
printing; (iii) pUblication; and (iv) distribution, indicating in each case the value and the name of the
contractor.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
1.

There was no advertising campaign associated with the release of the Victorian Coastal Strategy and no
advertising space was booked, with the exception of the statutory notice of approval of the Victorian Coastal
Strategy which is required by law to be placed in the Government Gazette. The cost of this was about $30.

2.

Media and public relations services were engaged for a variety of tasks including:
preparation of overall media planner
preparation of draft speeches
preparation of draft text for explanatory brochure about the Victorian Coastal Strategy
preparation of display boards based on brochure text to be used at launch
preparation of media kits
preparation of question & answer kits
pre briefing of media in relation to the Strategy and Victorian Coastal Conference
media management and coordination prior to, during and following launch
provision of information about the Victorian Coastal Strategy to a wide variety of relevant journals and
other publications

The total cost of these services was $19,522.25.
3.

In respect to brochures and pamphlets, one brochure was designed for wide distribution to improve public
awareness and understanding of the Victorian coast and coastal planning and management. This is an
objective of the Coastal Management Act. A total of20,000 copies of the brochure have been produced.
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Brochure design:
SubAtomic Pty Ltd Cost included in general media support above.
Brochure Printing:
Print Bound Pty Ltd Cost for production and printing $2,280
Brochure distribution:
Distribution is via major information centre outlets including Information Victoria and the Outdoors
Bookshop. In addition, copies are available via Department of Natural Resources and
Environment offices, coastal tourism offices and the Department of Infrastructure. A copy was
also directly mailed via Australia Post to all interested parties involved in the public consultation
associated with the Victorian Coastal Strategy (approx 1,500 persons, including all coastal
Committees of Management). A copy was also included with the summer edition of the Coastline
Newsletter. Approximate costs for distribution, including supply of bulk copies to outlets, was
$1,100.

Prenrler:advertisblg
520. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Premier): In relation to the recent advertisement titled There's been something
missing from the debate about the Auditor-General. The Facts, what are the - (i) cost of the advertisements;
(ii) dates on which advertisements were placed; and (iii) media outlets in which they were placed.

ANSWER:
As this advertisement was not placed by the government of Victoria, I am not in a position to provide a response to
the questions raised.

Conservation and Land Management: Water is Life
521. THE HON. M. M. GOULD - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
(for the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management): In relation to the recent
advertisement titled Water is Life, what are the - (i) cost of the advertisements; (ii) dates on which
advertisements were placed; and (iii) media outlets in which they were placed.

ANSWER:
I am informed that: This is not a portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Conservation and Land Management.

Education: Maldon-Bendigo school bus
558. THE HON. C. J. HOGG - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Health (for the Honourable the
Minister for Education): In relation to the Maldon-Bendigo school bus which leaves MaIdon in the morning
on school days:
(a) If the bus was able to collect students at MaIdon or along the route to the Calder Highway, how many
students would travel between Maldon and the Calder Highway.
(b) How many of those children are eligible for travel allowance.
(c) How much travel allowance was paid in 1997 and how much will be paid in 1998.
(d) What is the estimated cost of extending the bus route from the Calder Highway to Maldon.
(e) Will the Minister extend the bus route so those children can get the bus in Maldon or along the route to
the Calder Highway.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(a) 10 students
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Cb) 8 of the students involved are eligible for conveyance allowance, Of these, 2 attend a non-government school.
The other 6 attend Bendigo Senior Secondary College and are granted a conveyance allowance due to their
special circumstances in that their nearest school (Castlernaine Secondary College) cannot provide the required
course of study at Years 11 and 12.
(c) 1997 -

$1 650

1998 -$2 400

(d) The Department of Transport has estimated that the cost of extending the bus route would be $3 180.
(e) The bus route will not be extended to MaIdon. Secondary students living in Maldon already have a school bus
service to Castlemaine Secondary College. The students in question in 1998 are exceptions to the norm and are
therefore recognised as eligible for receipt of conveyance allowance due to their special circumstances. They
do not form a supportable case for an extension of the bus service.
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Qantas upgrade project, q 1220

Airfreight industry

B

Investment, q 161
Ambulance services

Gippsland, q 311, 635, 636
(See also Intergraph and Helimed)
AmcorLtd

Latrobe Valley land exchange, q 196
ANZbank

Ballarat

Industry, q 379
Banks

Closures, 128, 129. l31, 303, 306

Closures, 303, 306
ApoUoBay

Electricity supply, 562, 564
Apprentices

Workplace abuse, q 497
Asthma, 1267, 1268
Auditor-General
Cas~mix

Bairnsdale Regional Health Service, 636

report, q 1052

Banyule, City of

Traffic patterns, 305, 306

Bass Highwa~'
Duplication, q 1222
Bays Hospital, The, Hastings, 315
Bayside, City of

Tennis coun fences, 28, 29
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City Link

BeUs Beach Easter Surfmg Classic, 242, 246

Tolls, q 195, q 598
(See also Roads)

Bendigo

Shop trading hours, q 310
Commonwealth Bank
Better Roads Victoria, q I 156

Closures, 128, 129, 131

Bingo

Computers (See Information technology)

Volunteers, q 380, q 498

Concept Car, q 56

Blackburn
Corryong

Rail crossing, 348, 350

Health services, 347, 349
Blackburn High S<:hool, 428, 430
Council of Magistrates
BLF Custodian

Repon, 1126

Report, 89

County Court judges

BOC Cargo Services, q 161

Report, 1126

Boroondara, City of

Credit cards

Government, 731
Minister for Conservation and Land Management, q 497
Minister for Finance, q 54, q 56, q 83, q 277, q 7f1J, 793, 794,
q 879, 934,936, q 964,q 965, q 1048, q 1050, q 1051, 1068
q 1I57, q 1159, q 1I60, 1193, 1194
'
Museum Victoria,q 1219,q 1220
Premier, q 53, 79, 80

Election, 728, 729
Braeside

Roads, 77, 81
Bridges

River Murray, q 968
British Aerospace Australia, q 85

Crown Casino

Budget papers, 1998-99,567,619, 753, 784 799 827 894 999

1047

'

Business

Industry development program, q 823, 847
Business Channel, q 8
Business of the house (See Parliament)

c

,

,

,

,

FO! requests, q 312, q 381
Infonnation disclosure, 133

Lease arrangements, q 274
Licence conditions. q 6
Management, q 311
Property trust, q 85, q 88, 133, 186, 187, q 272, q 273
Second hotel tower, q 193, q 880
Tax concessions, q 7
(See also Casino and Gaming)
Cryptosporidium parasite, 244, 245

CSR (See Toxic waste and Planning)
Calder Highway

Harcowt bypass, 727, 730
Upgrading, q 193
Casey, City of

CSR Timber Products, 186, 187
Cyclists

Road deaths, q 1161

Roads study, q 882

D
Casino

Bidding process, q 681, q 683, q 757

Day6ghtsaving, 302,306

(See also Crown Casino and Gaming)

Central Wellington Health Service, q 882
Centres against sexual assault

Loddon-Campaspe, 1192, 1194
Sexual assault phone-in, 1193, 1195

Dinjerra Primary &:boo!, 1020, 1021
Disability services

Adult Training Support Setvice, 1020, 1021
Multipurpose taxi program, q 54
Spastic Society funding, 1267, 1268
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Distinguished visitors (See Parliament)

Finance (See Credit cards and Ministers)

Driver licences

First Place, q 58, q 87

Demerit points, q 761, q 825, q 884
(See also Road safety)

Food experience centres, q 1156
Food for Growth strategy, 935

DunoUy

Nursing home funding, 563, 564

Food industry

Exports, q 195, q 274, q 378, q 881

Dyslexia

Hygiene standards, q 1223

Education programs, 347,349

Foothold on Safety program, q 1054

E
Freeways (See Roads and individual freeway names)
Eastern Freeway

G

Extension, q 6
Noise controls, 1267, 1269
Springvale pedestrian crossing, 79, 81

Gaming

Auditor-General's report, q 273

Eastern suburbs

Bingo vohmteers, q 380, q 498

Hospitals, q 966, q 1222

Cabinet subcommittee, 305

Economic Development Committee

Machine revenue, q 377
Productivity Commission inquiry, 937

Business migration, 1023

Social advantage test, 349, 350
Education

(See also Casino and Crown Casino)

Dyslexia, 347, 349
(See also Students and Tertiary education and training)

Geelong

Tourism, 76, 81
Electricity industry
Geelong Hospital

Capacity, q 163

Hotel accommodation, 129, 130

Privatisation, q 1221

Gippsland

Employment

Helimed service, q 311, 635, 636

Budget forecast, q 592
Multilingual infonnation campaign, q 499
Nurses, q 593

Government

Office cleaning contractors, q 967

Environment and Natural Resources Committee

Weeds in Victoria report, 1I26
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital, 934, 936

Governor's speech

Address-in-reply, 17,58,91,164,228,284,394,604,879, 1267
Presentation, 1
Grander Water Technology, 78, 81

Exports

Fwnitw'e, q 683

Great Alpine Road

F

B-doubles, 244, 246
Opening, q 3 I3

Fairbank Road, Clayton South

H

Speed restriction signs, 729, 730
Federal health minister

Premier's comments, q 499
Federal-State Relations Committee

Multilateral Agreement on Investtnent, 687

HaIaJ Food Directory of VICtoria, q 378
Health

Conyong services, 347, 349
Cryptosporidium parasite, 244,245
Funding, q 189, q 191,304,305,563,564, q 826
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Infrastrucrure funding, q 595
Late--tenn abortions, q 682
Maternity services, q 495
Primary care and community support services, 349, 350
Radiotherapy services, q 1160

Laser pens, 935, 936
Latrobe Valley

Respite care, 563, 564
Health care agreement, q 84, q 190, q 758

Amcor land exchange, q 196
Health services, q 376

Legislative Council, Department of the (See Parliament)

Helimed service

Gippsland, q 311,635,636

Library Committee

Highways (See Roads and individual highway names)

Membership, 13
Local Authorities Superannuation Board, q 163

Hospitals

Auditor-General's report, q 1052
Eastern suburbs, q 966, q 1222
Funding, 247, q 309, q 312, q 376, q 824
Infection control, q 885
Maternity, q 495
Patient satisfaction surveys, q 823, 846, 847
Perfonnance, q 160
Rural employment, q 684
Service outsourcing, q 1221
(See also Health and individual hospital names)

Local government

Disaster recovery plan, 728, 729
Health services, 185, 187
(See also Planning and individual city and shire names)
LPG
Prices, 185, 187

M
MacKenzie Street West, Kangaroo Flat

House Committee

Speed limits, 1019, 1021

Membership, 13

Maritime Union of Australia (See Ports)

Housing

Heidelberg, 935, 936
Western submbs, 846, 847

Medicare agreement, q 84, q 190, q 758

(See also Planning)

Melbourne

Conventions, q 380

I
Industrial hemp, 303, 306

Melbourne, port of

Demonstration, 636
Refonn,31

Industry Commission (See Productivity Commission)

Memben (See Ministen and Penonal explanations)

Information technology

Mental health (See Disability services)

Business Channel, q 8
Mercy Hospital for Women, 428, 429
Intergraph

Ambulance contract, q 158, q 159, q 160, q 275,303,305, q 683
Test calls, q 756, q 822

International Fibre Centre, q 825
International Nunes Day, 934,936
International Seafood Fair, 76, 81

Metropolitan Ambulance Service (See Intergraph)
Metropolitan Ring Road

Completion, q 1050
Middle Park

Canterbwy Road - Annstrong Street intersection, 31
Mildura Base Hospital, q 275, q 314
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p

Ministers
Conservation and Land Management credit cards, q 497
Finance: credit cards, q 54, q 56, q 83, q 277, q 760, 793, 794,
q 879, 934, 936, q 964, q 965, q 1048, q 1050, q 1051, 1068,
q 1157, q 1159, q 1160, 1193, 1194
Health: absence, 12
Roads and Ports: ministerial responsibilities, q 1223
Moira, Shire of
Commissioners, 80
Management, 1197
Morningtoo
Public toilets, 635,637
Motor neurone disease, q 382
Motorcycles
Australian grand prix, q 10

Parliament
Business of the house
adjournment of bills, 133
broadcasting of proceedings, 13
days and hours of meeting, 13
orders of the day, 12, 1148
privilege, 12,886
proclamations fixing operative dates, 12
sessional orders, 31, 133,247,926,1006, 1126
temporary relief in chair, 12
Chairmen of Committees: temporary, 6, 687
Distinguished visitors, I 161
Opening of session, 1
President, The: absence, 83,495
Proclamation, 1
(See also RuIings by the Chair)

Multilateral Agreement 00 Investment, 76, 80, 241, 244
Parliamentary committees (See individual committee names)
Multipurpose taxis
Patrick stevedores (See Ports)

Access, q 194
Bookings, q 57, q 685
Smartcards, q 54
Training program, q 969

Personal explanations
Hon. R M. Hallam, 189
Planning

Museum of Victoria

Tennis court fencing, 28, 29
Toxic waste dump, 186, 187,302,305,351,563,564
Yarraville quarry site, 130
(See also Local government and Toxic waste)

Design, 130
Museum Victoria
Credit cards, q 1219, q 1220

N
National Electricity Pty Ltd

Police
Ballarat information technology contract, q 379
Start program, 348,350
Western suburbs, 729, 730

Report, 89
National Flower Centre, 1068

Ports

Redundancies, q 378
National Gallery
Redevelopment, 1068
National Union of Students, 1268, 1269
North-West Health Care Network, q 309, q 312

Reform, 31, 567, q 880

(See also individual port names)
Powernet Victoria
Report, 89
Premier

Northern Highway
Upgrading, q 826
Nurses
Employment funding, q 593
International day, 934, 936
(See also Hospitals)

Credit cards, q 53, 79, 80
Federal health minister: comments, q 499
Presiding OtrlCers (See Parliament)
Princes Highway East

Damum interchange, q 11
Privileges Committee
Membership, 13
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Twnouts, 428, 430
(See also City Link, Road safety and individual freeway,
highway and road names)

Productivity Commission

Gaming inquiry, 937
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Royal Exhibition Building, 130, 1268

Auditor-General's Office report, 687
Rulings by the Chair

Public sector

Adjownment

Superannuation funds, q 1049
Public transport

School-day strikes, 1020, 1021
(See also Rail and Taxis)

Q
Questions on notice
Answers, 164, 1%,315,382,499,599,762,886,1054,1162,
1224,1266

R
Rail

Dangerous crossings, 77, 8 I
St Kilda station, q 9
(See also Public transport and Taxis)
ReguIator-General

Electricity industry capacity, q 163
Research and development

Funding, q 85
Respite care

Bundoora, 563, 564
Sternberg Lodge, 185, 187
Road safety

Blackbwn school, 428, 430
Numberplates, 793, 795
Single-vehicle crashes, q 86, q 1054, 1068, 1069
Speed restriction signs, 729, 730
Windscreen cleaners, 242, 245
(See also Driver licences)
Road Safety Committee

Motorcycle safety report, 90
Roads

Blackbwn rail crossing, 348, 350
Braeside, 77, 81
Casey study, q 882
Maintenance funding, q 162
Springvale bypass, q 496
Suburban speed limits, q 11
Tolls,q 195

admissibility of matter, 304, 935, 1051
80, 728
matter must relate to government administration, 78, 129, 24 I
matter must seek action, 79, 304
ministers' responses, 306
only one matter to be raised, 794
time limits, 794
Admissibility
adjournment matter, 304, 935, 1051
motions, 944
Amendments, 572
Chair. addressing, 83, 297, 830
Documents
incorporation, 254
quoting, 135, 735
source, 243, 244, 539
tabling, 145,353,421
Interjections, 37,40,60,85, 128, 133, 134, 159, 190,247,276,
303,305,307,310, 379,400,413,529,534,535,536,558,
562,574, 578, 579, 582, 592, 593, 594, 598, 628, 629, 634,
736,744,746,747,815,881,925,941,952, 953, 967,1041,
1044,1053,1157,1158,1164,1195,1231
Members
code of conduct, 729
to express own views, 423
Motions
admissibility, 944
scope, 1200, 1202
Photographs: incorporation, 428
Public gallery: behaviour, 1240, 1243
Questions on notice: answers, 886, 1225
Questions without notice
answers, 160, 161,598,1049
debating, 84,194,497
not to be repeated, 683, 1160
not to seek opinion, 496
supplementary, 594
Relevance, 149,210,276,531,535,580,581
Scope of debate, 414, 941, 1007
matter must not contain imputations,

Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 379, 419, 421,734,748,
1238
Rura1 Victoria

AFL charges, 242, 246
Colleges of agriculture and horticultllre, 128, 130
Government offices, q 685
Hospital employment, q 684
Vehicle registration payments, 846, 848
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Sunshine North Primary School, 242, 245
Superannuation

StKilda

Public sector funds, q 1049

Railway station precinct, q 9
Supreme Court judges
Schools and colleges

Report, 1126

Public transport strikes, 1020, 1021
(See also individual school and college names)

T

Science Now!, q 965
Tarnagulla Primary School, 562, 564
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 90, 315, 500, 887

Annual report, 887
Redundant and unclear legislation report, 1197
Subordinate legislation report, 887
Shepparton

Food experience centre, q 1156
Shop trading hours, q 310

Taxis

Driver and passenger safety, q 10
Seat belts, 1193, 1194
(See also Public transport and Rail)
Tertiary education and training
Colleges of agriculture and horticulture, 128, 130, 302, 305
Multilateral Agreement on Investment, 76, 80
Tourism

Small business

Assistance, q 596, q 598
Family businesses, q 312
First Place, q 58, q 87
Perfonnance, q 277
Strip shopping centres, q 884
Yellow Pages surveys, q 162,304,307
Small Business May, q 684, q 1162
Small Business Victoria (See Small business)

Smith Family, The
Learning for Life program, 302, 305
South Eastern Freeway

Noise abatement strategy, q 277
Spastic Society
Funding, 1267, 1268
Sport

Asian financial crisis, q 192, q 1219
Caravan and camping, q 965
China office, q 1051
Convention bookings, q 380
Cruise ships, q 756
Domestic market, q 159
Falls Creek Kangaroo Hoppit, 1019, 1021
International visitors, q 53
Melbourne, q 822
Ministerial council, q 498
Ski season, q 761
Sporting events, 636, 637
Statistics, q 53, q 159
Toxic waste
Werribee dump, 186, 187,302,305,351,563,564
(See also Planning)
Transport Accident Commission
Learner driver insurance, 563, 564

Bells Beach Easter Surfing Classic, 242, 246
Start program, 348, 350

v

(See also Australian FootbaU League)

Standing Orders Committee
Membership, 14
State Development
Business development unit, q 595

Vehicles

Roadside sales, 1020, 1021
Victoria
AAA credit rating, q 592

Sternberg Lodge, 185, 187

Victoria Prize, q 1158

Students

Victorian Casino and Gaming AuthOrity (See Crown Casino
and Gaming)

Expulsions, 793, 794
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Victorian coUeges of agriculture and horticulture, 128, 130,
302,305
Victorian Workcover Authority (See Workcover)
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Yarra vaUey Water
Maintenance, 185, 187

w

Yarraville

Quarry redevelopment, 130
Wangaratta and District Base Hospital, q 827

YeUow Pages SmIIlI Business Index, q 162, 304, 307
Wellcoming Women's Health Service, 28, 29
Youth
Werribee
Toxic waste dump, 186, 187,302,305,351,563,564
Werribee Mercy Hospital, 1193, 1194
West Gate Freel\'ay
Widening, q 597
Western Port Highway

Upgrading, q 686
Western Ring Road

Upgrading, q 381
Western suburbs

Housing, 846, 847
Police, 729, 730
WhittJesea, City of

Indoor sports centre, 635, 636
Williamstown Primary School, 185, 186
Women
Horsham health service, 28, 29
Workcover
Apprentices, q 497
Authority

chairman, q 56
report, 89
Common-law access, q 85

Employer bankruptcy, q 880
Inspectors, 243,245

Patrick employees, q 495, q 496, 563, 564
Performance, q 88
Privatisation, q 8, 29
Uniform legislation, q 759
Workplace safety, q 1159

Victoria Prize and fellowship awards, q 1158
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MEMBERS

ASHER Hon. LOUISE (Monash) (Minister for Small Business
and Minister for Tourism)

Adjournment
AFL: grand final relocation, 82
Apollo Bay: electricity supply, 564
Banks: closures, 131, 306
Bells Beach Easter Surfing Classic, 246
CASA: sexual assault phone-in, 1195
Daylight saving, 306
International Seafood Fair, 81
Laser pens, 936
LPG: prices, 187
Rural Victoria: AFL charges, 246
Tourism
Falls Creek Kangaroo Hoppit, 1021
sporting events, 637

Yellow Pages Small Business Index, 307
Bills

First Place, 87
performance, 277
strip shopping centres, 884
Small Business May, 684, 1162
Small Business Victoria, 58
Tourism
Asian financial crisis, 192, 12) 9
caravan and camping, 965
convention bookings, 380
Melbourne, 822
ski season, 761
statistics, 53, ) 59
Tourism Victoria: China office, )051
Yellow Pages Small Business Index, )62
Supreme Court judges, 1126

ASHMAN, Hon. G. B. (Koonung)
Bills

Credit (Amendment) Bill, 698
Retail Tenancies Reform Bill, 544
Swnmary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 345

Arts Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill, 321

Budget papen, 1995-99, 808

Business Licensing Authority Bill, 1125, 1139, 1141
Credit (Amendment) Bill, 562, 589,698

Questions without notice

Crimes (Family Violence) (Amendment) Bill, 495, 502, 695
Evidence (Confidential Communications) Bill, 495,503,784
Heritage Rivers (Amendment) Bill, 985
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. I) Bill, 1125, 1127, 1171
Property Law (Amendment) Bill, 495, 502, 697
Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill, 183,284
Retail Tenancies Reform Bill, 309,373,547,549,550,551,552,
553,554,557,561
~arriage Documents Bill, 427, 501, 690
Smnmary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 221,279
Tribunals and Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 1125, 1140, 1141, 1226
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 280
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Bill, 1125, 1135,
1141,1216,1217,1218,1219

Government office cleaning contractors, 967
Health care agreement, 190
Small business: assistance, 598
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

ATKINSON, Hon. B. N. (Koonung)
Adjournment

Eastern Freeway: Springvale pedestrian crossing, 79
Road safety: Blackbmn school, 428
Roads: Blackbum rail crossing. 348
TAC: learner driver insurance, 563
Bills

Retail Tenancies Reform Bill, 545, 550, 553

Council of Magistrates, 1126

Budget papen, 1998-99, 710

County Court judges, 1126

Governor's speech

Questions on notice
Answers, 1055
Questions without notice
Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix, 10

Address-in-reply,403
Questions without notice
Australian Procurement and Contracting Ministerial Council, 314
Eastern Freeway: extension, 6
Hospitals: patient satisfaction surveys, 823

Australian Tourism Ministers Council, 498
Grand Prix Corporation: former CEO, 883, 967
Small business
assistance, 596, 598
family businesses, 312

Werribee: toxic waste dump, 366
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BAXTER Hon. W. R. (North Eastern)
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Multilateral Agreement on Investment, 80, 244
Royal Exhibition Building. 130. 1268

Adjournment
Corryong: health services. 347
Bills
Fire and Emergency Services Acts (Amendment) Bill, 508
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1059

Victorian colleges of agriculture and horticulture, 305
Wellcoming Women's Health Service, 19
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 305
Yarraville quarry development, 130
Bills

State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1146

Arts Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill. 228, 279

Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 918

Catchment and Land Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1125, 1131,
1181

Budget papers, 1998-99, 753
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 108

Geographic Place Names Bill, 189,278
Health Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill, 6, 28, 335
Heritage Rivers (Amendment) Bill, 879, 888
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Bill, 937, 963

Moira: management, 1203

Parks Victoria Bill, 1125, 1130, 1185

Port of Melbourne: refonn, 36

Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1125, 1133,
1135, 1255, 1257, 1258, 1259, 1260, 1261, 1262, 1263, 1264,
1265,1266

Questions without notice
Public sector superannuation funds, 1049

Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1125,
1134, 1135, 1255

Victoria Prize, 1158

Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill. 122, 124

Workcover: uniform legislation, 759

BEST. Hon. R. A. (1\'orth Western)

BLF Custodian, 89
Business of the house
Broadcasting of proceedings, 13

Adjournment
Rural Victoria: AFL charges, 242

Days and hours of meeting, 13
Orders of the day, 12
Privilege, 12

Bills
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 525

Proclamations fixing operative dates, 12
Sessional orders, 31, 247

Local Government (Darebin City Council) Bill, 978

Temporary relief in chair, 12

Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. I) Bill, 1167
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1056
Budget papers. 1998-99, 722
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 172
Questions without notice
Bendigo: shop trading hours, 310
Better Roads Victoria, I 156
Calder Highway: upgrading, 193

Parliamentary committees
House Committee, 13
Library Committee, 13
Pri\-ileges Committee, 13
Standing Orders Committee, 14
Points of order, 78, 79,379,414, 728,1225
Questions without notice

Airfreight industry: investment, 161
Ausindustry grants, 55
Automotive industry: investment, 596

BIRRELL, Hon. M. A. (East Yarra) (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology)

Aviation industry
flight-simulator centre, 760
Qantas upgrade project, 1220

Absence of minister, 12
Adjournment
.-'\BC: business program, 1194
Business: industry development program, 847
CSR Timber Products, 187
Food for Gro\\'th strategy, 935
Gaming: cabinet subcommittee, 305

Bendigo: shop trading hours, 310
Business
industry development program, 823
information technology, 8
Concept Car, 56
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Employment
budget forecast, 592
multilingual information camprugn, 499
Exports:finniture.683

Summary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 343
Budget papers. 1998-99. 837
Gaming: Productivity Commission inquiry, 955

Food: exports. 195.274.881
Halal Food Directory o/Victoria. 378

International Fibre Centre. 825
Our Multicultural Advantage initiative. 1053
Police: Ballarat information technology contract, 379
Research and development: funding, 85
Science Now!, %5
Shepparton: food experience centre, 1156
State Development: business development unit, 5%
Victoria Prize, 1158

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply.58
Points of order. 941
Questions without notice
Tourism
caravan and camping, %5
cruise ships, 756
Melbourne, 822
Tourism Victoria: China office, 1051

BISHOP, Hon. B. W. (North Western)
BOWDEl\, Hon. R. H. (South Eastern)

Adjournment
Industrial hemp, 303
LPG: prices, 185

Bills
Electricity Safety Bill, 770
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 211

BiDs
Agriculture Acts (Amendment) Bill, 989

Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 972

Catclunent and Land Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1181

Gaming No. 2 (Amendment) Bill, 507

Dried Fruits (Repeal) Bill, 996

Gas Pipelines Access (Victoria) Bill, 930

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill,
328
Fire and Emergency Services Acts (Amendment) Bill, 510

Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 205
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 388
Budget papers, 1998-99.70\

Fireanns (Amendment) Bill, 521
Gas Pipelines Access (Victoria) Bill, 931
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 387
Budget papers, 1998-99, 716
Environment and Natura) Resources Committee
Weeds in Victoria. 1126

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 61 I
Port of Melbourne: refonn, 44
Ports: reform, 582
Questions without notice

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 608
Petitions
Bays Hospital, The, Hastings, 315
Questions without notice
Small business
family businesses, 312
strip shopping centres, 884
Small Business Victoria, 58
Westem Port Highway: upgrading, 686

BRlDESO!'", Hon. ANDREW (Waverley)

Mildura Base Hospital, 275
Multipurpose taxis: training program, 969
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Adjournment
Fairbank Road, Clayton South: speed restriction signs, 729
Taxis: seat belts. 1193
BiUs

BOARDMA~,

Hon. B. C. (Chelsea)

Bills
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1233
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1233

Education (Self-Goveming Schools) Bill, 1031
Education (Teachers) Bill, 337
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 518
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Budget papers. 1998--99, 830
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 167
Points of order, 129
Questions without notice
Airfreight industry: investment, 161
Motor neurone disease, 382
Roads: Springvale bypass, 496

CHAMBERLAIN, Hon B. A. (Western) (See PRESIDENT,
The and Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

COVER, Hon. l. J. (Geelong)
Adjournment
Bells Beach Easter Surfing Classic, 242
Daylight saving, 302
Geelong Hospital: hotel accommodation, 129

Road safety
Blackbmn school, 430
numberplates, 795
single-vehicle crashes, 1069
windscreen cleaners, 245
Roads
Blackbmn rail crossing, 350
turnouts,430
Rural Victoria: vehicle registration payments, 848
Start program, 350
Taxis: seat belts, 1194
Vehicles: roadside sales, 1021
Bills

Agriculture Acts (Amendment) Bill, 879, 894, 993
Dried Fruits (Repeal) Bill, 879, 896
Fire and Emergency Services Acts (Amendment) Bill, 284, 317,
511
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 309, 371, 532, 533
Geographic Place Names Bill, 394
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill. 347, 383, 591
Port of Melboume: refonn,47

International Seafood Fair, 76
Budget papers, 1998--99, 833

Questions without notice

Bass Highway: duplication, 1222
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 180
Questions without notice
Aviation industry: Qantas upgrade project, 1220
Great Alpine Road: opening, 313
Multipurpose taxis: smartcards, 54
Northern Highway: upgrading, 826
West Gate Freeway: widening, 597

CRAlGE, HOIl. G. R. (Central Highlands) (Minister for Roads
and Ports)
Adjournment
Banyule: traffic patterns, 306
Braeside: roads, 81
Calder Highway: Harcourt bypass, 730
Eastern Freeway
noise controls, 1269
Springvale pedestrian crossing, 81
Fairbank Road, Clayton South: speed restriction signs, 730
Grander Water Technology, 81
Great Alpine Road: B-doubles, 246
Industrial hemp, 306
MacKenzie Street West, Kangaroo Flat: speed limits, lOll
National Flower Centre, 1068
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Better Roads Victoria, 1157
Bridges: River Murray, 968
CaIder Highway: upgrading, 193
City Link: tolls, 598
Cyclists: road deaths, 1161
Driver licences: demerit points, 761, 825, 884
Eastern Freeway: extension, 6
Freeways: tolls, 196
Great Alpine Road: opening, 313
Metropolitan Ring Road: completion, 1050
Multipurpose taxis
access, 194
bookings, 57, 685
smartcards, 55
training program, 969
Northern Highway: upgrading, 826
Princes Highway East: Darnum interchange, 11
Road safety: single-vehicle crashes, 86, 1054
Roads
Casey study, 882
maintenance funding, 162
Springvale bypass, 496
suburban speed limits, 11
Roads and Ports: ministerial responsibilities, 1223
South Eastern Freeway: noise abaternent strategy, 277
Taxis: driver and passenger safety, 10
Tourism: cruise ships, 756

Police: western suburbs, 730

West Gate Freeway: widening, 597

Public transpOrt: school-<iay strikes, 1021

Western Port Highway: upgrading, 686

Rail: dangerous crossings, 81

Western Ring Road: upgrading, 381

LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL
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DA VIS, Hon. D. McL. (East Yarm)

DEPUTI' PRESIDENT, The (See HALL, Hon. P. R.
(Gippsland»

Adjournment
ABC: blSmess program, 1192
Asthma, 1267
International Nurses Day, 934
BiDs
Health Services (Amendment) .am, 325
Tertiary Education (Amendmef'tt) Bill, 220
Budget papers,

1~99,

631

EREN. Hon. T. E. (Doutta Galla)

Bills
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 529
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 973
Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 920
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 179

Governor's speech
Questions without notice

Address-rn-reply, 22

Bingo: volunteers, 380, 498
Hospitals: fimding,824

Hospitals: funding, 264
Points of order, 581

FORWOOD, Hon. BILL (Templestowe)

Questions without notice
Aged care: Australian--Greek e~lders, 757
Hospitals: performance, 160

Adjournment
Road safety: single-vehicle crashes, 1068
Bills

DA VIS, Hon. PHILIP (Gipps1amd)
Adjournment
Helimei service: Gippsland, 6~35
Bills

Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1257, 1258,
1259, 1260, 1262, 1263, 1265
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 218
Budget papers,

Agricu:ture Acts (Amendmentt) Bill, 987
Heritage Rivers (Amendment») Bill, 982
Parks Victoria Bill, I 184
Valuatx>n of Land (Amendme~nt) Bill, 386
Budget papers,

Financial Management (Amendment) Bil~ 222

1~99,

819

Governer's speech
Address-in-reply, 117
Port of Melbourne: reform, 51 I
Ports: reform, 570
Questions without notice

Food: exports,274
Internaional Fibre Centre, 82~5
Princes Highway East: DamUlun interchange, 11
Tourisn: Asian financial crisi:is, 1219

1~99,

821, 827

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 398
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Auditor-General's Office, 687
Questions without notice
Small Business May, 1162
Workcover: performance, 88

FURLETTI, Hon. C. A. (Templestowe)
Adjournment

Banyule: traffic patterns, 305
Bills

Appropriation (1998/99) Bill, 1007
Business Licensing Authority Bill, 1215

de FEGEL Y, Hon. R. S. (Ball:!arat)
Governor's speech
Addre5s-in-reply, 394
Questims without notice
Food: exports, 195,881
Western Ring Road: upgradinng, 381

Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bil~ 970
Gaming No. 2 (Amendment) Bill, 506
Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1215
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. I) Bill, I 169

Property Law (Amendment) Bil~ 696
Sea-Caniage Documents Bill, 689
Sununary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 345
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Bill. 1215

LEGIS LATIVE COUNCIL
Budget papers., 1998-99, 1007

Hospitals: funding, 247

Crown Casino: information disclosure. 151

Points of order, 276

Gaming: Productivity Commission inquiry, 945

Questions without notice

Governor's speech

Address-in-reply,96

Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 86
Central Wellington Health Service, 882

Points of order, 943

Finance: credit cards, 54, 1157, 1160
Health: funding, 191

Questions without notice

Health care agreement, 758
Hospitals

Casino and Gaming Authority: Auditor-General's report, 273
Electricity industry: privatisation, 1221

HaJa/ Food DirectoryojVictoria, 378
Workcover: apprentices, 497
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Auditor-General's report, 1052
service outsoW'Cing, 1221
Intergraph
ambulance contract, 158, 159, 160,275,683
test calls., 756

GOULD, Hon. M. M. (Doutta Galla)
Adjournment

Adult Training Support Service, 1020
Dunolly: nursing home funding, 563
Finance: credit cards, 1068, 1193
Health: primary care and cornrm.mity support services, 349
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 303
Local government health services., 185
Mercy Hospital for Women, 428
Mornington: public toilets., 635
Premier: credit cards, 79

Latrobe Valley: health services, 376
Minister for Conservation and Land Management credit cards,
497
Ministerial portfolios: Auditor-General's report, 966
Museum Victoria: credit cards, 1219

North-West Health Care Network. 309
Nurses: employment funding, 593

HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Adjournment
Great Alpine Road: B-doubles, 244

Rural Victoria: vehicle registration payments, 846
Bills

Ambulance Services (Amendment) Bill, 1185
Arts Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill, 3 I7
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill,
327

Education (Self-Governing Schools) Bill, 1023

Bills

Education (Self-Governing Schools) Bill, 1026
Education (Teachers) Bill. 336
Gas Pipelines Access (Victoria) Bill, 932

Heritage Rivers (Amendment) Bill, 985

Education (Teachers) Bill, 335

St George Bank and Advance Bank AustraIia Bill, 902

Electricity Safety Bill, 773
Evidence (Confidential Communications) Bill, 781
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 526
Health Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill, 335

Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill. 215
Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 921

Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 321
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1141
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1246, 1259,
1261, 1263, 1264
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1246
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1145
Budget papers, 1998-99, 805
Governor's speech

Address-in-reply, 112

Budget papers, 1998-99, 719

Governor's speech

Address-in-reply,66
Questions without notice

Helimed service: Gippsland, 311
l..atrobe Valley: Amcor land exchange, 196
Workcover: employer bankruptcy, 880
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
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HALLAM, Hon. R. M. (Western) (Minister for Finance and
Minister for Gaming)

National Electricity Pty Ltd, 89
Personal explanation, 189

Adjournment

Bayside: tennis court fences, 29
Boroondara: election, 729
Crown Casino: property trust, 187
Finance: credit cards, 936, 1068, 1194
Gaming: social advantage test, 350
Local govemment: disaster recovery plan, 729
Ministers: credit cards, 794
Moira: commissioners, 80
Momington: public toilets, 637
National Union of Students, 1269
Premier: credit cards, 80
TAC: learner driver insurance, 564
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 187, 564
Whittlesea: indoor sports centre, 636
Workcover
inspectors, 245
Patrick employees, 564
privatisation, 29

Bills
Appropriation (1998/99) Bill, 731, 879, 890, 894,1047
Appropriation (parliament 1998/99) Bill, 753, 1046
Building (Amendment) Bill, 533, 587, 701
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 335, 383
Electricity Safety Bill, 495, 504, 776, 777
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 122, 125,227
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 841, 844, 973
Gaming No. 2 (Amendment) Bill, 89, 123, 507
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1125, 1132, 1179
Gas Pipelines Access (Victoria) Bill, 797, 842,934
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 993,1061
Local Government (Darebin City Council) Bill, 845
Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension) Bill, 937,
960,1155
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 934, 959
St George Bank and Advance Bank Australia Bill, 778, 797
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1006, 1062, 1148
State Trustees (Amendment) Bill, 351, 384
Transport Accident (Amendment) Bill, 778, 798,909,910,911,
912
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 221
Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 843
Budget papers, 1998-99, 567,619,894,1047
Business of the bouse

Adjownment, 635
Crown Casino: information disclosure, 142
Government: credit cards, 740

Points of order, 149, 734
Powernet Victoria, 89
Questions without notice

Australian Procurement and Contracting Ministerial Council, 314
Bingo: volunteers, 380,498
Casino: bidding process, 681, 683, 757
Casino and Gaming Authority
Auditor-General's report, 273
FOI requests, 313, 382
Crown Casino
lease arrangements, 275
licence conditions, 6
management, 311
property trust, 85, 88, 272, 273
second hotel tower, 193, 880
tax concessions, 7

Electricity industry
capacity, 163
privatisation, 1222
Finance: credit cards, 54, 760, 880,964,965, 1048, 1050, 1051,
1157,1159, 1160
Gaming: machine revenue, 377
Government office cleaning contractors, 968
Latrobe Valley: Amcor land exchange, 196
Local Authorities Superannuation Board, 163
Minister for Conservation and Land Management credit cards,
497
Minister for Finance: credit cards, 83
Ministers: credit cards, 56,277
Museum Victoria: credit cards, 1219, 1220
Ports: redundancies, 378

Premier: credit cards, 53
Public sector superannuation funds, 1049
Rail: St Kilda station, 9
Rw-al Victoria: government offices, 685
Victoria: AAA credit rating, 592
Workcover
apprentices, 497
authority chainnan, 57
common-law access, 86
employer bankruptcy, 880
Patrick employees, 495, 496
performance, 88
privatisation, 8
uniform legislation, 759
workplace safety, 1159
Victorian Workcover Authority, 89

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
HARTlGAN, Hon. W. A. N. (Geelong)

Budget papers, 1~99, 703

Bills

Governor's speech

Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 213
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1241
Public Sector Refonn (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1241
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 206
Budget papers,

1~99,
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Address-in-reply,62
Hospitals: funding, 260
Questions without notice
Federal health minister. Premier's comments, 499

Government: credit cards, 751

KATSAMBANIS, Hon. P. A. (Monash)
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,229
Points of order, 735, 747
Port of Melbourne: reform, 51
Questions without notice
Automotive industry: investment, 596
Health: radiotherapy services, 1160
Health care agreement, 84
Our Multicultural Advantage initiative, 1053

Adjournment
AFL: grand final relocation, 77
National Union of Students, 1268
Tourism: sporting events, 636
Yellow Pages Small Business Index, 304
Bills
Evidence (Confidential Communications) Bill, 779
Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill, 282
Summary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 342
Budget papers, 1~99, 815

HOGG, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North)
Adjournment
Aged care
ABS survey, 934
personal alarms, 242
Calder Highway: Harcourt bypass, 727
CASA: Loddon--Campaspe, 1192
Dyslexia: education programs, 347
Hospitals: patient satisfaction surveys, 846
MacKenzie Street West, Kangaroo Flat speed limits, 1019
National Flower Centre, 1068
Respite care: Sternberg Lodge, 185
Spastic Society: funding, 1267
Students: expulsions, 793
Tamagulla Primary School, 562
Victorian colleges of agriculture and horticulture, 128, 302
Well coming Women's Health Service, 28
Whittlesea: indoor sports centre, 635

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 17
Petitions

Middle Park intersection, 31
Ports: reform, 576
Questions without notice
Employment: multilingual information campaign, 499
Exports: furniture, 683
Rail: St Kilda station, 9
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 90, 500, 887
Annual report, 887
Subordinate legislation, 887

KNOWLES, Hon. R. I. (Ballarat) (Minister for Health and
Minister for Aged Care)

Bills

Appropriation (parliament 1998199) Bill, 1042
Arts Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill, 319
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill,
330
Education (Self-Governing Schools) Bill, 1030
Education (Teachers) Bill, 337
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 520
Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 324
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1249
Public Sector Refonn (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1249
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 217

Adjournment
Adult Training Support Service, 1021
Aged care
ABS survey, 936
personal alarms, 245
Asthma, 1268
Baimsdale Regional Health Service, 636
CASA: Loddon-Campaspe, 1194
Commonwealth Bank: closures, 131
Conyong: health services, 349
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Cryptosporidium parasite, 245
Oinjerra Primary School, 1021
Dunolly: nursing home funding, 564
Dyslexia: education programs, 349

Privilege, 886
Sessional orders, 133,926, 1006, 1126
Hospitals: funding, 253

Essendon and District Memorial Hospital, 936, 1021
Geelong Hospital: hotel accommodation, 130

Points of order, 149,241,243,353

Health
funding, 305
primary care and community support services, 350

Questions on notice

Helimed service: Gippsland, 636
Hospitals: patient satisfaction surveys, 847

Questions without notice

Housing
Heidelberg, 936
western suburbs, 847
Intergraph: ambulance contract, 305
International Nurses Day, 936
Local government health services, 187
Mercy Hospital for Women, 429
National Gallery: redevelopment, 1068
Port ofMelbowne: demonstration, 636
Respite care
Bundoora, 564
Sternberg Lodge, 187
Smith Family: Learning for Life program, 305
Spastic Society: funding, 1268
Students: expulsions, 794
Sunshine North Primary School, 245
Tamagulla Primary School, 564
Victorian colleges of agriculture and horticulture, 130
Werribee Mercy Hospital, 1194
Williamstown Primary School, 186
Yarra Valley Water: maintenance, 187
Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 841
Performance audit, 842
Bills

Answers, 164, 196,3 15,382,499,599,762,886, 1054, 1162,

1224, 1225, 1266

Aged care: Australian--Greek elders, 757
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 87
Central Wellington Health Service, 882
Federal health minister: Premier's comments, 499
Food: hygiene standards, 1223
Foothold on Safety program, 1054
Health
funding, 190, 191,826
infrastructure funding, 595
late-tenn abortions, 682
maternity services, 495
radiotherapy services, 1160
Health care agreement, 84,190,758
Helimed service: Gippsland, 311
Hospitals
Auditor-General's report, 1052
eastern suburbs, 966, 1222
funding, 824
infection control, 886
patient satisfaction surveys, 823
performance, 160
service outsourcing, 1221
Intergraph
ambulance contract, 158, 160,276.683
test calls, 756, 822
Latrobe Valley: health services, 376
Mildura Base Hospital, 275, 314

Ambulance Services (Amendment) Bill, 993, 994, 1192
Dried Fruits (Repeal) Bill, 998

Ministerial portfolios: Auditor-General's report, 966
Motor neurone disease, 382

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill,
196,221,334

North-West Health Care Network, 309, 312

Education (Self-Goveming Schools) Bill, 879, 897,1042
Education (Teachers) Bill, 189, 197,340

Nurses: employment funding, 593
Rmal Victoria: hospital employment, 684
Wangaratta and District Base Hospital, 827

Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 89, 122, 326
St George Bank and Advance Bank Australia Bill, 798, 903
Summary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 347
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 122,123,221
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 389

LUCAS, Hoo. N. B. (Eumernmerring)
Adjournment
Local government: disaster recovery plan, 728

Business of the house
Adjournment, 427, 1266, 1267
Adjournment of bills, 133
Orders of the day, 1148

Road safety: numberplates, 793
Bills

Building (Amendment) Bill, 700
Geographic Place Names Bill, 389
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Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Bill, 1066
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 203

Budget papen,

199~99,

1002, 1006

Governor's speech
Budget papers, 1~99, 811
Governor's speech

Address-in-reply, 104
Points of order, 241

Address-in-reply,290
Ports: refonn, 581
Points of order, 535, 1200, 1202
Questions without notice
Questions without notice

Hospitals: eastern suburbs, 1222

Health: infrastructure funding, 595
Roads: Casey study, 882

North-West Health Care Network, 312

RmaJ Victoria: hospital employment, 684

Small business: performance, 277
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 362
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 357
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECI'S)

LUCKINS, Hon. M. T. (WaverJey)

NARDELLA, Hon. D. A. (Melbomne North)
Adjournment
Road safety: windscreen cleaners, 242

Apollo Bay: electricity supply, 562

Bills
Crimes (Family Violence) (Amendment) Bill, 693
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 224
Budget papers,

Adjournment

1~99,

713

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,91
Questions without notice
Health
late-term abortions, 682
maternity services, 495
South Eastern Freeway: noise abatement strategy, 277
Workcover: authority chairman, 56
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Redundant and unclear legislation, 1197

Baimsdale Regional Health Service, 636
Banks: closures, 128,303
Crown Casino: property trust, 186
Finance: credit cards, 1068
Laser pens, 935
Rail: dangerous crossings, 77
Bills

Business Licensing Authority Bill, 1210
Credit (Amendment) Bill. 697
Crimes (Family Violence) (Amendment) Bill, 691
Education (Teachers) Bill, 339
Evidence (Confidential ComrnWlications) Bill, 778
Fire and Emergency Services Acts (Amendment) Bill, 507
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 512, 533
Geographic Place Names Bill, 389
Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1210
Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension) Bill, 1153

McLEAN, Hon. JEAN (Melbowne West)

Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. I) Bill, 1163
Property Law (Amendment) Bill, 695

Adjournment

Public Prosecutions (Amendment) Bill, 281

Essendon and District Memorial Hospital, 934
Multilateral Agreement on Investment, 76, 241
National Gallery: redevelopment, 1068
Port of Melbowne: demonstration, 636
Smith Family: Learning for Life program, 302
Williamstown Primary School, 185
Yarraville quarry redevelopment, 130
Bills
Appropriation (1998/99) Bill, 1002, 1006
Education (Self-Goveming Schools) Bill, 1034
Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 522

Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1235, 1257,
1258, 1259, 1260, 1261, 1262, 1263, 1264, 1265
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendrnents) Bill, 1235
Retail Tenancies Reform Bill, 551, 552, 559
Sea-Carriage Documents Bill, 688
Swnmary Offences (Amendment) Bill, 341
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 215
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 204
Tribunals and Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 1210, 1225, 1226
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Bill, 1210, 1216,
1217,1218

LEGISLATIVE COUNCn..
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Crown Casino: information disclosure, 148

Werribee: toxic waste dump, 370

Gaming: Productivity Commission inquiry, 952
POWELL, Hon. E. J. (North Eastern)
Government: credit cards, 747
Adjournment
Governor's speech

Tourism: Falls Creek Kangaroo Hoppit, 10 19

Address-in-reply, 413
Bills

Points of order, 129, 149,419,748,1238
Port of Melbourne: reform, 46
Questions without notice

Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 527
Budget papers, 1998-99,799

Governor's speech

Crown Casino

Address-in-reply,284

property trust, 85

Questions without notice

tax concessions, 7

Finance: credit cards, 1159
Grand Prix Corporation: fonner CEO, 883, 967
Intergraph: test calls, 822
Mildura Base Hospital, 314
Ministers: credit cards, 56
Museum Victoria: credit cards, 1220
Small business: assistance, 596
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Australian Tourism Ministers Council, 498
Rural Victoria: government offices, 685
Small business: First Place, 87
Wangaratta and District Base Hospital, 827

POWER, Hon. PAT (Jika Jika)
Adjournment
Boroondara: election., 728

NGUYEN, Hon. S. M. (Melbourne West)
Adjournment
Dinjerra Primary School, 1020
Food for Growth strategy, 935
Housing: western suburbs, 846
Police: western suburbs, 729
Premier: credit cards, 79
Royal Exhibition Building, 130, 1268
Start program, 348

CASA: sexual assault phone-in., 1193
Eastern Freeway: noise controls, 1267
Housing: Heidelberg, 935
Moira: commissioners, 80
Respite care: Bundoora, 563
Vehicles: roadside sales, 1020
Yana Valley Water: maintenance, 185
Bills

Agriculture Acts (Amendment) Bill, 986
Building (Amendment) Bill, 699

Sunshine North Primary School, 242
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 186, 302, 563

Catchment and Land Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1180

Werribee Mercy Hospital, 1193

Electricity Safety Bill, 771
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 969
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1172

Bills
Ambulance Services (Amendment) Bill, 1191
Education (Self-Goveming Schools) Bill, 1038
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 972
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1178
Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension) Bill, 1152
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 1) Bill., 1168
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1251
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1251
Budget papers,

1~99,

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 165

Dried Fruits (Repeal) Bill, 995

Heritage Rivers (Amendment) Bill, 980
Local Government (Darebin City Council) Bill, 973
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Bill, 1064
Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension) Bill, 1148
Parks Victoria Bill, 1183
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1047, 1055
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 590
Budget papers, 1998-99,784

839
Crown Casino: information disclosure, 153
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 604
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Moira: management, 1197
Points of order, 579, 598, 728, 1200

Federal-State Relations Committee
Multilateral Agreement on Investment, 687
Governor's speech

Port of Melbourne: reform, 31, 52

Address-in-reply, 236

Ports: reform, 567

Hospitals: funding, 268

Questions without notice

Points of order, 254, 255, 256

Bridges: River Murray, 968
City Link: tolls, 598

Ports: reform, 585

Cyclists: road deaths, 1161
Driver licences: demerit points, 761, 825, 884

Questions on notice

Freeways: tolls, 195
Local Authorities Superannuation Board, 163

Multipurpose taxis

Answers, 1055, 1224
Questions without notice

access, 194

Crown Casino: property trust, 88
Health: funding, 826

bookings, 57,685

Ministers: credit cards, 277

Road safety: single-vehicle crashes, 1054
Roads: suburban speed limits, 11

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Roads and Ports: ministerial responsibilities, 1223
Shepparton: food experience centre, 1156
Taxis: driver and passenger safety, 10

ROSS, Hon. J. W. G. (Higinbotham)
Adjournment

PRESIDENT, The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain)

Braeside: roads, 77
Public transport: school-day strikes, 1020

Business of the house
Broadcasting of proceedings, 13

Bills

Distinguished visitors, 1161

Ambulance Services (Amendment) Bill, 1188
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Bill,
331

Governor's speech

Geographic Place Names Bill, 390

Address-in-reply, 1267
Parliament
Staff retirements, 1266
Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 6, 687
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 323

Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1143
Budget papers,

1~99,

707

Governor's speecb
Address-in-reply,73
Hospitals: funding, 270

PULLEN, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne)
Adjournment
Cryptosporidium parasite, 244

Questions without notice
Concept Car, 56
Foothold on Safety program, 1054
Science Now!, 965

Gaming: social advantage test, 349
Ministers: credit cards, 793
SMITH, Hon. K. M. (South Eastern)

Bills
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 225
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1227, 1260,
1262,1265
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1227
Transport Accident (Amendment) Bill, 907, 911, 912

Bills

Education (Teachers) Bill, 339
Fireanns (Amendment) Bill, 530
Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 924
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Crown Casino: information disclosure, 155
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 419

BiDs

Electricity Safety Bill, 767, 775
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 212
Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1176

Points of order, 135, 149,937, 1007, 1238

Gas Pipelines Access (Victoria) Bill, 933
Rail COIpOT'ations (Amendment) Bill, 1058

Questions without notice

State Trustees (Amendment) BiU, 604

Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix, 10
Bass Highway: duplication, 1222
Gaming: machine revenue, 377

Budget papers, 1998-99,619

Economic Development Committee
Business migration, 1023

SMITH, Hon. W.I. (Silvan)
Bills

Arts Acts (Statute Law Revision) Bill, 318

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,409
Questions without notice

Business Licensing Authority Bill, 1213
Education (Self-Governing Schools) Bill, 1037

Aviation industry: flight-simulator centre, 760
Electricity industry. capacity, 163

Licensing Authorities (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1213
Melbourne City Link (Exhibition Street Extension) Bill, 1151

Tourism: convention bookings, 380

Retail Tenancies Refonn Bill, 539
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Bill, 1213

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Budget papers, 1998-99,792

THEOPHANOUS, Hon. T. C. (JikaJika)

Governor's speech

Adjournment

Address-in-reply,70
Questions without notice
Metropolitan Ring Road: completion, 1050
Tourism: Asian financial crisis, 192
Workcover: workplace safety, 1159

STONEY, Hon. E. G. (Central Highlands)

Adjournment
Roads: turnouts, 428
Bills

Geographic Place Names Bill, 393
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 164
Questions without notice
Tourism
ski season, 761
statistics, 53, 159
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECfS)

Business: industry development program, 847
F~e:~t~,934,1068

Grander Water Technology, 78
Health: fimding, 304
Workcover
inspectors, 243
Patrick employees, 563
privatisation, 29

Bills
Appropriation (1998199) Bill, 10 10
Appropriation (parliament 1998199) Bill, 1042
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 599
Electricity Safety Bill, 762, 775, 776
Financial Management (Amendment) Bill, 207
Gaming No. 2 (Amendment) Bill, 506
Gas Pipelines Access (Victoria) Bill, 927

Retail Tenancies Refonn Bill, 534, 549, 550, 551, 552,553,554,
555,558,561
St George Bank and Advance Bank Australia Bill, 900
State Trustees (Amendment) Bill, 602
Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 199
Transport Accident (Amendment) Bill, 903, 910, 911
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 385
Victorian Plantations Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 912, 919

STRONG, Hon. C. A. (Higinbotham)

Budget papers, 1998-99, 1010
Adjournment
Bayside: tennis court fences, 28

Crown Casino: information disclosure, 133, 157

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Gaming: Productivity Commission inquiry, 937
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Finance: credit cards, 1068, 1194
Gaming: cabinet subcommittee, 305

Government: credit cards, 731, 752
Bills

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,616
Points of order, 78,145,161,241,243,379,535
Port of Melbourne: reform, 41

Education (Self-Goveming Schools) Bill, 1039
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill, 1253
Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 1253
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 294

Questions without notice

Ports: reform, 572

Ausindustry grants, 55
Business: industry development program, 823
Casino: bidding process, 681, 683, 757
Casino and Gaming Authority: FOl requests, 312, 381
Crown Casino
lease arrangements, 274

Questions without notice
Ports: redundancies, 378
Road Safety Committee
Motorcycle safety, 90

licence conditions, 6
management, 311

WELLS, Hon. R. J. H. (Eumenunerring)

property trust, 272, 273
second hotel tower, 193, 880
Employment: budget fo~ 592
Finance
credit cards, 760, 879, 964, 965, 1048, 1050, 1051

Bills
AgriculOJre Acts (Amendment) Bill, 992
Appropriation (1998/99) Bill, 998
Heritage Rivers (Amendment) Bill, 983

Health: funding, 189
Minister for Finance: credit cards, 83
Police: Ballarat information technology contract, 379
Premier: credit cards, 53
State Development: business development unit, 595
Workcover
common-law access, 85
Panick employees, 495, 496
privatisation, 8

Yellow Pages Small Business Index, 162

Budget papers, 1995-99, 998

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 424
Questions without notice
Business: information technology, 8
Hospitals: infection control, 885
Research and development: funding, 85
Small Business May, 684

Werribee: toxic waste dump, 351
Wll...DING, Hon. SUE (Chelsea)
VARTY, Hon. ROSEMARY (Silvan)

Budget papers, 1995-99, 802

Bills

Governor's speech

Appropriation (1998/99) Bill, 1015
Budget papers, 1995-99, 1015
Questions without notice
Hospitals: eastern suburbs, 966
Roads: maintenance funding, 162

W ALPOLE, Hon. D. T. (Melbourne)
Adjournment
Conunonwealth Bank: closures, 129
CSR Timber Products, 186
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital, 1021

Address-in-reply, 115

Questions without notice
Food: hygiene standards, 1223
Road safety: single-vehicle crashes, 86
Victoria: AAA credit rating, 592
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
44
45
46
48
50
51
52
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

Portfolio and subject matter

Premier: Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local Government
Premier: Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local Government
Treasurer: investment proposals
Health: Intergraph contract
Health: Intergraph contract
Health: Intergraph contract
Health: Intergraph contract
Health: Intergraph contract
Premier: FOI requests
Premier: ministerial expenses
Premier: taxes, charges and fees
Premier: market research
Premier: job creation schemes
Premier: parliamentary secretary expenses
Treasurer: FOI requests
Treasurer: ministerial expenses
Treasurer: taxes, charges and fees
Treasurer: market research
Treasurer: job creation schemes
Treasurer: parliamentary secretary expenses
Agriculture and Resources: FOI requests
Agriculture and Resources: ministerial expenses
Agriculture and Resources: taxes, charges and fees
Agriculture and Resources: market research
Agriculture and Resources: job creation schemes
Agriculture and Resources: parliamentary secretary expenses
Education: FOI requests
Education: taxes, charges and fees
Education: market research
Education: job creation schemes
Education: parliamentary secretary expenses
Industry, Science and Technology: ministerial expenses
Industry, Science and Technology: parliamentary secretary expenses
Health: FOI requests
Health: ministerial expenses
Health: taxes, charges and fees
Health: market research
Health: parliamentary secretary expenses
Corrections: FOl requests
Corrections: taxes, charges and fees
Corrections: market research
Corrections: job creation schemes
Police and Emergency Services: FOI requests
Police and Emergency Services: taxes, charges and fees
Police and Emergency Services: market research
Police and Emergency Services: job creation schemes
Finance: FOI requests
Finance: ministerial expenses
Finance: taxes, charges and fees
Finance: market research
Finance: job creation schemes
Finance: parliamentary secretary expenses
Small Business: parliamentary secretary expenses

Asked by
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Page

663
663
849
1307
1307
1307
1308
1308
473
473
474
1308
474
849
663
1071
449
433
474
433
664
665
1308
1101
665
850
665
449
666
450
451
433
434
434
435
1271
436
1271
639
639
639
640
640
641
641
641
666
1071
475
475
436
476
436
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Qn

61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72

73
74
75
76
77
78

79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
103
104
105
107
109
110
I11
113
115
116
117
119
120
121
122

Portfolio and subject matter
Transport: FO! requests
Transport: ministerial expenses
Transport: taxes, charges and fees
Transport: market research
Transport: job creation schemes
Transport: parliamentary secretary expenses
Roads and Ports: ministerial expenses
Roads and Ports: ministerial expenses
Roads and Ports: taxes, charges and fees
Roads and Ports: parliamentary secretary expenses
Housing: FO! requests
Housing: ministerial expenses
Housing: taxes, charges and fees
Housing: market research
Aboriginal Affairs: FOI requests
Aboriginal Affairs: ministerial expenses
Aboriginal Affairs: taxes, charges and fees
Aboriginal Affairs: market research
Tertiary Education and Training: ministerial expenses
Planning and Local Government: FO! requests
Planning and Local Government: ministerial expenses
Planning and Local Government: taxes, charges and fees
Planning and Local Government: market research
Planning and Local Government: parliamentary secretary expenses
Youth and Community Services: FO! requests
Youth and Community Services: ministerial expenses
Youth and Community Services: taxes, charges and fees
Youth and Community Services: market research
Sport: FO( requests
Sport: taxes, charges and fees
Sport: market research
Sport: job creation schemes
Sport: ministerial expenses
Rural Development: parliamentary secretary expenses
Conservation and Land Management: FO! requests
Conservation and Land Management: ministerial expenses
Conservation and Land Management: taxes. charges and fees
Conservation and Land Management: market research
Conservation and Land Management: job creation schemes
Conservation and Land Management: parliamentary secretary expenses
Women's Affairs: FO! requests
Women's Affairs: taxes, charges and fees
Women's Affairs: market research
Women's Affairs: job creation schemes
Fair Trading: FO! requests
Fair Trading: taxes, charges and fees
Fair Trading: market research
Fair Trading: job creation schemes
Attorney-General: FO! requests
Attorney-General: taxes, charges and fees
Attorney-General: market research
Attorney-General: job creation schemes
Premier: taxes, charges and fees
Premier: asset sales
Premier: advertising
Premier: public relations and marketing
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Asked by
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Page

436
437
451
437
437
438
438
439
477
439
477
667
1071
477
477
667
1072
478
478
439
440
452
440
441
478
479
850
479
452
452
453
453
453
454
667
1308
1309
852
668
852
641
642
642
643
643
643
644
644
645
645
645
646
479
668
479
853
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Qn

113
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
132
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
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Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: taxes, charges and fees
Treasurer: asset sales
Treasurer: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: taxes, charges and fees
Agriculture and Resources: asset sales
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: public relations and marketing
Education: taxes, charges and fees
Education: advertising
Health: taxes, charges and fees
Health: asset sales
Health: advertising
Police and Emergency Services: taxes, charges and fees
Police and Emergency Services: asset sales
Police and Emergency Services: advertising
Police and Emergency Services: public relations and marketing
Finance: taxes, charges and fees
Finance: asset sales
Finance: advertising
Finance: public relations and marketing
Transport: taxes, charges and fees
Transport: asset sales
Transport: advertising
Transport: public relations and marketing
Roads and Ports: taxes, charges and fees
Roads and Ports: asset sales
Roads and Ports: advertising
Roads and Ports: public relations and marketing
Housing: taxes, charges and fees
Housing: asset sales
Housing: advertising
Housing: public relations and marketing
Tertiary Education and Training: advertising
Planning and Local Government: taxes, charges and fees
Planning and Local Government: asset sales
Planning and Local Government: advertising
Planning and Local Government: public relations and marketing
Youth and Community Services: taxes, charges and fees
Youth and Community Services: asset sales
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Sport: taxes, charges and fees
Sport: asset sales
Sport: advertising
Sport: public relations and marketing
Conservation and Land Management: taxes, charges and fees
Conservation and Land Management: asset sales
Conservation and Land Management: advertising
Conservation and Land Management: public relations and marketing
Attorney-General: taxes, charges and fees
Attorney-General: asset sales
Attorney-General: advertising
Attorney-General: public relations and marketing
Corrections: taxes, charges and fees
Corrections: asset sales
Corrections: advertising
Corrections: public relations and marketing

Asked by
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Page

454
1072
441
1309
854
855
1311
454
1072
1272
1272
442
646
646
647
647
481
1102
670
670

456
856
444
444
481
1073
482
482
1073
1076

483
1077
1077
456
1077
671
672
857
858
647
458
460
462
462
1311
858
859
1311
647
648
648
648
649
649
649
650
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Qn

181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
to
308
309
310
311
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Portfolio and subject matter

Asked by

Page

Abonginal Affairs: taxes, charges and fees
Aboriginal Affairs: asset sales
Aboriginal affairs: advertising
Aboriginal Affairs: public relations and marketing
Women's Affairs: taxes, charges and fees
Women's Affairs: asset sales
Women's Affairs: advertising
Women's Affairs: public relations and marketing
Fair Trading: taxes, charges and fees
Fair Trading: asset sales
Fair Trading: advertising
Fair Trading: public relations and marketing
Finance: Transport Accident Commission
Finance: Transport Accident Commission
Finance: Transport Accident Commission
Finance: Transport Accident Commission
Finance: Transport Accident Commission
Aged Care: nursing homes
Aged Care: nursing homes
Education: Castlemaine Secondary College
Rural Development: Rural Victoria 2001
Education: Loddon-Mallee region
Premier: Enterprize Victoria
Arts: Arts 21
Sport: Active State
Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quanerly
Health: People First Supplement
Education: Schools o/the Future Supplement
Education: Schools o/the Future Victorian School News
Tertiary Education and Training: Schools o/the Future Training/or Growth
Fair Trading: The Good Business Guide
Fair Trading: Fair Deal
Agriculture and Resources: Energy Victoria
Transport: Met advertising
Finance: Asset Management land sales
Finance: Property Group land sales
Finance: Natural Resources and Environment land sales
Finance: Education land sales
Finance: Vicroads land sales
Finance: Public Transport Corporation land sales
Finance: Melbourne Water land sales
Finance: Property Group land sales
Finance: Natural Resources and Environment land sales
Finance: Education land sales
Finance: Vicroads land sales
Finance: Public Transport Corporation land sales
Finance: Melbourne Water land sales
Planning and Local Government: Crown land rezonings
Finance: office accommodation
Education: voluntary departure packages

Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. \1. M. Gould
Hon. \1. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. \1. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. \1. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. C. 1. Hogg
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

1078
1079
483
1079
650
650
650
651
651
651
652
652
483
483
483
484
484
1312
1312
463
445
464
484
484
465
674
445
859
860
1079
652
653
1102
674
861
861
861
861
862
862
862
862
862
863
863
863
863
465
485
465

Health: capital works
Transport: Alpine capital works
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation -

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

1273
466
863
864

Crown Casino
ERG Ltd

M.
M.
M.
M.

M.
M.
M.
M.

Gould
Gould
Gould
Gould
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Qn

312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341

Por~rolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation - BHP
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation - Hudson Conway
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation - Centaur Mining
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation - Guangdong Corporation
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation - Telstra
Treasurer: Victorian Funds Management Corporation - Sydney Casino
Treasurer: funds management fees
Treasurer: funds management fees
Education: investment proposals
Health: investment proposals
Aged Care: investment proposals
Youth and Community Services: investment proposals
Transport: investment proposals
Roads and Ports: investment proposals
Planning and Local Government: investment proposals
Police and Emergency Services: investment proposals
Housing: investment proposals
Aboriginal Affairs: investment proposals
Premier: investment proposals
Arts: investment proposals
Attorney-General: investment proposals
Treasurer: investment proposals
Agriculture and Resources: investment proposals
Industry, Science and Technology: investment proposals
Small Business: investment proposals
Sport: investment proposals
Rural Development: investment proposals
Conservation and Land Management: investment proposals
Roads and Ports: Alpine capital works

Asked by
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Page

Transport: capital works projects

Hon. M. M. Gould

467

Roads and Ports: capital works projects
Health: staff
Health: executive staff
Health: acute health capital works
Health: ambulance services capital works
Health: aged care capital works
Health: community health services capital works
Health: drug treatment services capital works
Health: mental health services capital works
Health: public health services capital works
Health: disability services capital works
Health: youth and family services capital works
Health: Aboriginal services capital works
Health: public housing capital works
Health: land and building sales
Health: ambulance costs
Health: public hospital and nursing home closures
Education: school closures
Planning and Local Government: call ins
Transport: MET advertising
Finance: Workcover advertising
Conservation and Land Management: coastal strategy advertising

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

864
864
864
865
865
865
675
675
676
865
865
866
866
488
488
653
1079
1080
489
489
654
676
676
445
445
466
445
676
466

to

417
418
to

493
494
495
496
497
498
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515

M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.
M.

M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
M. Gould
8. T. Pullen
M. M. Gould
M. M. Gould
M. M. Gould

468
1274
866
1276
1276
1276
1276
1276
1277
1277
1277
1277
1277
1278
1278
677
1280
469
472
446
489
677
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Qn

516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
533
534
535
536
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566
567
568
569
570
571

Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: Gas Deregulation Supplement
Planning and Local Government: Dockland Supplement
Health: ~urses Care Award Supplement
Tourism: advertising
Premier: advertising
Conservation and Land Management: Water is Life
Premier: Community Support Fund
Conservation and Land Management: Crown land use
Sport: program funding
Small Business: START program
Industry, Science and Technology: publications
Premier: social advantage test
Arts: social advantage test
Conservation and Land Management: social advantage test
Industry, Science and Technology: social advantage test
Multicultural Affairs: social advantage test
Multimedia: social advantage test
Health: social advantage test
Housing: social advantage test
Aboriginal Affairs: social advantage test
Education: social advantage test
Tertiary Education and Training: social advantage test
Youth and Community Services: social advantage test
Aged Care: social advantage test
Treasurer: social advantage test
Planning and Local Government: social advantage test
Finance: social advantage test
Gaming: social advantage test
Agriculture and Resources: social advantage test
Corrections: social advantage test
Police and Emergency Services: social advantage test
Transport: social advantage test
Roads and Ports: social advantage test
Attorney-General: social advantage test
Fair Trading: social advantage test
Rural Development: social advantage test
Sport: social advantage test
Small Business: social advantage test
Women's Affairs: social advantage test
Tourism: social advantage test
Health: Bendigo Health Care Group
Police and Emergency Services: Newstead police station
Education: Maldon-Bendigo school bus
Transport: metropolitan level crossings
Youth and Community Services: early intervention program funding
Youth and Community Services: preschool integration assistance program
Health: credit cards
Industry, Science and Technology: credit cards
Arts: credit cards
Conservation and Land Management: credit cards
Multicultural Affairs: credit cards
Multimedia: credit cards
Premier: credit cards
Aged Care: credit cards
Aboriginal Affairs: credit cards
Education: credit cards
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Asked by

Page

Hon. \1. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. \1. Gould
Hon. M. \1. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
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Portfolio and subject matter
Housing: credit cards
Tertiary Education and Training: credit cards
Youth and Community Services: credit cards
Finance: credit cards
Gaming: credit cards
Planning and Local Government: credit cards
Treasurer: credit cards
Agriculture and Resources: credit cards
Transport: credit cards
Small Business: credit cards
Tourism: credit cards
Rural Development: credit cards
Sport: credit cards
Roads and Ports: credit cards
Health: nursing home beds
Conservation and Land Management: coastal program funding
Finance: Workcover advertising
Finance: Rural Finance Corporation advertising
Finance: Transport Accident Commission advertising
Roads and Ports: Melbourne Port Authority advertising
Finance: Victorian Workcover Authority salaries
Finance: Transport Accident Commission salaries
Finance: Victorian Funds Management Corporation salaries
Finance: Rural Finance Corporation salaries
Roads and Ports: Melbourne Port Authority salaries
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria tender
Conservation and Land Management: Crown land operational sites
Roads and Ports: electorate road funding
Roads and Ports: municipal road funding
Conservation and Land Management: Victorian Plantations Corporation staff
Roads and Ports: Vicroads registration and licensing offices
Roads and Ports: Roads Corporation
Roads and Ports: Marine Board of Victoria
Finance: Melbourne capital works projects
Premier: Melbourne capital works programs
Roads and Ports: Victorian Boating Guide
Roads and Ports: Motor Bulletin
Roads and Ports: World Class Taxisfor Victoria
Roads and Ports: taxi licences
Roads and Ports: chairperson remuneration
Roads and Ports: caravans
Roads and Ports: B-double trailers
Roads and Ports: trucks
Roads and Ports: motor cars
Roads and Ports: licences
Roads and Ports: licences
Transport: road and rail crossings
Roads and Ports: taxi licences
Roads and Ports: taxi licences
Housing: Direct Tenure Public Rental program
Health: public hospital staff
Sport: Disability Recreation program
Sport: community sport and recreation facilities
Planning and Local Government: Building Advisory Council
Roads and Ports: Roads Corporation Advisory Board
Planning and Local Government: Building Practitioners Board
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Portfolio and subject matter
Planning and Local Government: Building Regulations Advisory Committee
Planning and Local Government: Docklands Authority
Planning and Local Government: Docklands Authority
Planning and Local Government: Heritage Council
Planning and Local Government: Local Government Board
Planning and Local Government: Local Government Board
Planning and Local Government: Architects Registration Board
Roads and Ports: Marine Board
Roads and Ports: Melbourne Port Corporation
Roads and Ports: Roads Corporation Advisory Board
Treasurer: Victorian Channels Authority
Roads and Ports: taxi licences
Aged Care: advertising
Roads and Ports: Roads Corporation Advisory Board
Roads and Ports: advertising
Arts: advertising
Conservation and Land Management: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Planning and Local Government: advertising
Treasurer: advertising
Transport: advertising
Rural Development: advertising
Sport: advertising
Roads and Ports: ministerial staff
Premier: consultants
Conservation and Land Management: Central Highlands Region Water Authority
Agriculture and Resources: Kiewa-Murray Water
Agriculture and Resources: Ovens Region Water Authority
Industry, Science and Technology: ministerial staff
Roads and Ports: media research
Roads and Ports: media research
Finance: ministerial expenses
Aged Care: media research
Health: media research
Health: ministerial expenses
Planning and Local Government: advertising
Finance: residential allowances
Finance: pecuniary interest declaration
Industry, Science and Technology: pecuniary interest declaration
Small Business: pecuniary interest declaration
Health: residential allowances
Sport: ministerial expenses
Rural Development: ministerial expenses
Sport: travel allowance
Youth and Community Services: annual reports
Planning and Local Government: annual reports
Education: annual reports
Aged Care: annual reports
Housing: annual reports
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Aged Care: advertising
Youth and Community Services: residential allowances
Finance: consultancies
Tertiary Education and Training: T AFE
Tertiary Education and Training: university funding
Tertiary Education and Training: university funding
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Portfolio and subject matter
Treasurer: payroll tax
Treasurer: Energy Projects Division
Treasurer: Water Reform Unit
Treasurer: Transport Reform Unit
Treasurer: Port Reform Unit
Treasurer: Project and Outsourcing Development Unit
Conservation and Land Management: Land Titles Office
Tertiary Education and Training: La Trobe University Bendigo campus
Tertiary Education and Training: Monash University Gippsland campus
Tertiary Education and Training: Deakin University Geelong campus
Tertiary Education and Training: Deakin University Warmambool campus
Tertiary Education and Training: workplace violence
Gaming: poker machines
Gaming: Senate casino inquiry
Attorney-General: Crimes Compensation Tribunal awards
Corrections: Metropolitan Reception Prison
Multimedia: Multimedia 21
Multimedia: online government services
Multimedia: IT &T policy committee
Multimedia: Vicnet
Industry, Science and Technology: overseas promotion
Industry, Science and Technology: International Motor Show
Industry, Science and Technology: International Motor Show
Industry, Science and Technology: Australian Grand Prix
Youth and Community Services: media research
Education: Learning and Assessment Project
Treasurer: advertising
Small Business: advertising
Rural Development: advertising
Education: Classrooms of the Future program
Tourism: annual reports
Transport: annual reports
Rural Development: annual reports
Small Business: annual reports
Sport: annual reports
Health: annual reports
Roads and Ports: annual reports
Conservation and Land Management: annual reports
Finance: annual reports
Gaming: annual reports
Tourism: advertising
Tourism: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Transport: advertising
Gaming: Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority
Tourism: Australian Grand Prix
Premier: staff
Gaming: Crown Casino deaths
Planning and Local Government: staff
Gaming: Crown Casino community benefit levy
Small Business: staff
Health: staff
Arts: staff
Housing: staff
Conservation and Land Management: staff
Tertiary Education and Training: staff
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Por~rolio and subject matter
Gaming: staff
Tourism: staff
Planning and Local Government: Agenda 21 Quarterly
Treasurer: advertising
Finance: advertising
Transport: advertising
Roads and Ports: advertising
Planning and Local Government: advertising
Gaming: advertising
Education: ministerial expenses
Industry. Science and Technology: annual reports
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Planning and Local Government: property values
Arts: publications
Small Business: Small Business Victoria
Rural Development: Country Link
Education: Board of Studies newsletters
Treasurer: restructure publications
Housing: ministerial expenses
Youth and Community Services: ministerial expenses
Education: staff
Police and Emergency Services: staff
Aboriginal Affairs: staff
Tourism: media research
Education: NFF use of satellite television network
Education: conveyancing allowances
Education: publication of class sizes
Education: Learning Technologies in Victorian Schools 1998-2001
Education: Keys to Life literacy program
Education: student-teacher ratio
Education: Futures for Young Adults program
Education: LOTE teachers
Education: student absenteeism
Education: student absenteeism
Conservation and Land Management: Parks Victoria grants
Education: Victorian School Education. The Facts
Education: Information Line
Premier: PROACTlVE
Conservation and Land Management: Centenary Chronicle
Conservation and Land Management: The Mirror
Conservation and Land Management: Canopy
Conservation and Land Management: Victorian Landcare
Multimedia: Converge
Conservation and Land Management: EPA autumn air campaign
Premier: firearm advertisements
Aboriginal Affairs: ministerial expenses
Health: Bendigo Health Care Group
Education: advertising
Health: legal affairs unit
Conservation and Land Management: consultancies
Finance: consultancies
Gaming: consultancies
Treasurer: consultancies
Planning and Local Government: consultancies
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Education: South-east metropolitan capital works
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