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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took
the chair at 10.02 a.m. and read the prayer.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Sessional orders
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That so much of the sessional orders be suspended as
would prevent government business taking precedence
of all other business from 12 noon during the sitting of
the Council this day.
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honoured. The third failure is the minor reduction in
funding for black spot programs.
Those three failings have had a Significant impact on
Victorian roads in our urban, provincial and rural
areas. Funding for roads in Victoria and across the
nation, given the type of continent in which we live,
has never been seen as satisfactory in the eyes of the
community. A series of governments have never
been able to find the necessary revenue to undertake
major road improvements or construction and to
keep up with the increasing volume of traffic.
Last Monday evening I had the opportunity of
looking first hand at the section of the Goulbourn
Valley Highway between Seymour and Shepparton
when I travelled to Shepparton - Hon. G. R. Craige - With your mate Bill from
theTWU?

Motion agreed to.

PAPER
Laid on table by Acting Oerk:
Small Business Victoria - Report for 1995-96.

ROAD FUNDING
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - I move:

Hon. PAT POWER - No, I went to Shepparton
to attend a large meeting of local Labor Party and
Goulburn Valley Trades and Labour Council
delegates. The meeting was so crowded that we had
to move from a smaller hall to a larger one. Given
that I travelled in the early evening and returned late
at night I was able to see first hand the significant
levelof-Hon. G. R. Craige - Is that the fust time you
have travelled up there?

That this house (a) condemns the government's inept management of
road funding which has allowed federal funding to
dramatically fall, seen the dumping of
undertakings to commit 33.3 per cent of the
3-<:ent-a-litre petrol levy on roads in country
Victoria and set in place a savage reduction of
funding for critical black spot programs; and
(b)

notes the deleterious impact this is having on urban,
provincial and rural roads.

The Kennett coalition has failed in three important
areas with roads. The first is a significant reduction
in federal funding to Victoria. The government has
allowed that to happen without putting up the same
kind of fight on behalf of Victorians that it put up
when a similar attempt was made in respect of sales
tax exemption. The second failure is that the
government's oft-stated claim that country
Victorians would receive 1 cent a litre as their
proportion of the 3-cent-a-litre fuel levy has not been

Hon. PAT POWER - No, I have also travelled
on the Goulbourn Valley Highway on many
occasions in relation to local government reform,
especially to visit Nagambie to listen to people
express their incredible dismay that the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources, the honourable member
for Benalla, refused to meet them in Nagambie about
their concerns.
As I am sure all honourable members will
acknowledge, an enormous amount of traffic travels
on our major provincial and rural road ways.
Certainly on Monday evening both on the way up
and on the way back the number of vehicles,
especially heavily laden trucks, showed there is no
question that road transport is absolutely critical to
our infrastructure and economic wellbeing.

In setting out the basis of our concern I remind the
house of statements made by government members
about expenditure on country roads. At page 1719 of
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Hansard of 15 November 1994 the Premier is
reported as saying in question time that:
The 3-<:ent-a-litre levy raises about $150 million to
$160 million a year, of which, as we have said, a third
will be expended on country roads.

The Premier's Wldertaking was clear. He said
$150 million to $160 million would be raised each
year, of which one-third - that is, in excess of
$50 million - will be expended on country roads.

In a debate on the Business Franchise Petroleum
Products (Amendment) Bill on 14 May 1993, the
then Minister for Roads and Ports is reported at
page 863 of Hansard as saying:
One-third of the funds will be spent in country Victoria
and the balance will be spent on major urban road
projects.

Again, that was an unequivocal commitment given
in 1993, pre-empting the Premier's commitment that
of the money raised by the 3-cent levy, two-thirds
would be committed to urban roadworks and
one-third would be committed to Victorian country
roads.
At page 1592 of Hansard of 5 May 1993 the Treasurer
is reported as again committing the government to
that, using those same words:
One-third of the funds will be spent in country Victoria
and the balance will be spent on major urban road
projects.

On 3 May 1993 the then Minister for Roads and
Ports issued a press release that echoed those words.

Hon. R. M. Hallam interjected.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am happy to accept the
Minister for Finance's interjection that he gives in
and agrees that, as the Premier said in question time
on 15 November 1994, the government is committed
to spending one-third of the $150 million a year
raised by the levy on country roads.
Hon. R. L Knowles - That is what we are
delivering - 34 per cent since we have introduced it.
Hon. PAT POWER - I accept the interjection of
the Minister for Health that the claims we are
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making are absolutely true and that each year since
the introduction of - Hon. R.1. Knowles - No, over that time, 34 per
cent of all funds raised has gone to country roads.
Do you accept that?
Hon. PAT POWER - I accept that the Minister
for Health is acknowledging that the coalition
government has not spent one-third of the fuel levy
on country roads each year. Page 11 of the state
public sector capital works budget information
papers for 1994-95 states:
Proceeds from the 3-cent-a-litre fue11evy are credited to
the Better Roads fund to be applied to the Better Roads
Victoria program from the Melbourne metropolitan
area, (two-thirds) and for rural roads (one-third).

There can be no doubt, as government members
have agreed, that the government gave clear
undertakings on the amount it would spend on
roads in rural areas.
Using the information on pages 53 to 63 of the

1996-97 Public Sector Capital Works Public Paper No. 1,
I was able to calculate the estimated expenditure for
metropolitan and rural roads under the Better Roads
levy. The 1996-97 estimates for metropolitan roads
show that $109.934 million is to be committed to
metropolitan roads and $28.416 million is to be
committed to rural roads. An examination of the
figures also shows an uncommitted parcel of
$44 million. If these figures are placed beside the
government's undertakings, the following
conclusions can be reached.
Of the total estimated expenditure for 1996-97,
21 per cent has been committed to rural roads - not
33.3 per cent but 21 per cent. If the uncommitted
parcel of funds is added in, in real terms rural roads
will receive 16 per cent of the total estimated funds.
An examination of the government's figures in
Budget Paper No. 1 indicates beyond question, and I
assume the government concedes that its figures are
correct, that the amount committed to rural roads is
not the 33.3 per cent that the Premier, the former
minister and the Treasurer undertook would be the
case - and it is also outlined in the budget
papers - but 16 per cent. The government is
spending only half the money it promised it would
on rural roads.

ROAD FUNDING

Wednesday, 11 December 1996

COUNCIL

In backing away from that clear undertaking the
government is disadvantaging not only people who
live in provincial and rural Victoria but people who
for reasons of business or pleasure use our
non-metropolitan road system. That is consistent
with the government's actions since its election in
1992 in treating country Victorians as second-class
citizens compared with their city cousins. The
hidden impacts of the major reforms of the Kennett
government have been much more severe for people
in country Victoria than they have for those who live
in the city. No train lines were closed in
metropolitan Melbourne, yet nine lines were closed
in country Victoria.

Hon. G. R. Craige - Do they have buses there
now? Every one was replaced by an alternative.
Hon. PAT POWER - The Minister for Roads and
Ports has just confirmed that nine country train lines
were closed and replaced by road coaches. With the
exception of the privatised rail services, I do not
dispute that road coach services have replaced the
closed rail services, but as the minister would know
if he travelled on those road coaches, many people
believe they are inferior to the fixed rail services.
I have referred before to the case of a Mildura
woman who is well known to members on this side
of the chamber. She is confined to a wheelchair and
is unable to use the road coach system that replaced
the Vinelander. Honourable members should
understand that part of the reason why the former
member for Mildura, Mr Bildstien, is no longer a
member of this Parliament is that he and the Kennett
government promised to maintain and upgrade the
Vinelander so people like Dorothy Knight would
have access to a fixed-rail service. Of course, the
former member for Mildura supported his Premier
when they did a Bill Forwood flip and, rather than
maintaining an upgraded rail service, they closed it.
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as a consequence of the fuel levy . Those familiar
with the electorate of Benambra in the north-east of
Victoria would know that as a consequence of its
being close to the border it is possible for people to
make fuel purchases across the border in New South
Wales. He advised members in the other place how
significant the transfer of business had been from
Victorian-based fuel outlets to New South
Wales-based fuel outlets as a direct consequence of
the 3-cent-a-litre levy.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - Do you oppose the levy,
then?
Hon. PAT POWER - Mr Baxter asked me as the
opposition spokesperson whether we oppose the
levy, and the record shows that we were very
concerned about the legislation when it came before
the house. Part of the reason we were attracted to it
was that the government gave an undertaking to
spend one-third of the revenue in country Victoria,
but that has not occurred. I formally advise the
house that the Brumby opposition believes an urgent
review of the levy should take place.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - I have missed the point and
the context in which you referred to the member for
Benambra.
Hon. PAT POWER - Mr Baxter asked why I
referred to the member for Benambra. I concede it is
a transient reference, but the honourable member is
concerned about the levy not just on the basis of his
electorate being discriminated against and
disadvantaged by the actions of the Kennett
government but because there is an associated
economic downturn as a consequence of people
taking advantage of lower fuel prices across the
border.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - That is not an aspect of the
motion before the Chair.

I refer honourable members to the Public Sector

Capital Works 1996-97 Budget Infonnation Paper No. 1
which states that of the moneys collected from the
Better Roads levy 16 per cent will be expended on
country roads. Tbis is in stark contrast to the
undertakings given by the Premier and the
Treasurer on behalf of the government.
I note that the honourable member for Benambra in
another place is concerned about the fuel levy. I
understand he provided members in the other place
with some interesting statistics of what has occurred

Hon. PAT POWER - I am happy for Mr Baxter
to move a point of order, but I point out that not
only is the Benambra electorate not getting the funds
promised by the government and suffering
disadvantage and discrimination as a consequence,
but its fuel outlets are experiencing a different level
of disadvantage.
I make some interesting observations about black
spot funding. Under previous arrangements the
Transport Accident Commission committed more
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than $80 million over four years to the very
important and commendable black spot program.
We can say the commission's commitment to black
spot funding meant that on average $20 million was
spent on black spot programs. We now know that as
a consequence of the Treasurer's statements the
commission is no longer providing funds for black
spot programs. What is the coalition's policy
regarding that program?
The federal coalition government has in this
financial year allocated $34 million to its black spot
programs, Victoria's share of which is $8.2 million.
The opposition believes there has been a savage
reduction in funding for those critical programs.
Hon. G. R. Craige -It is actually $36 million,
Pat, to be honest. You got the figure wrong.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am happy to have the
minister provide the exact figure. However, I assert
that there has been a savage reduction in funding for
black spot programs. The $82 million that is
allocated to Victoria is a lot less than the $20 million
that was spent on black spot programs under the
Transport Accident Commission arrangements.
The issue was taken up by the Herald and Weekly
Times in its editorial of 4 December, which says in
partThe PRESIDENT - Order! The Herald and
Weekly Times?
Hon. PAT POWER - Sorry, the Weekly Times.
Hon. G. R. Craige - You mean the one with the
orange cover, the one that you read so often?
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government promises to keep its election pledge of
one-third of funds going to country Victoria during its
term in office.
But the funding raises three important questions: is the
one-third formula equitable? Is the actual amount of
money granted enough? And -

this is important does Victoria get its fair share of federal funds for taxes
raised for funds?

The editorial continues:
It also ignores the fact that the number of accidents in
rural areas has risen more than in metropolitan areas
and regional areas during the past year.
Meanwhile, money for country roadworks is being
temporarily diverted to the Eastern Freeway, South
Eastern Arterial and the City Link project.
Victorian motorists contribute 27 per cent of the federal
fuel tax, but get back just 16 per cent.

The editorial goes on to say that, by comparison,
New South Wales motorists contribute 33 per cent
but get back 38 per cent.
The Leader of the Opposition issued a press release
on 16 September to clearly outline the opposition's
policy. It states in part:
The state opposition has accused the Kennett
government of ignoring the safety and economic needs
of country Victorians by breaking its promise to spend
one-third of funds raised from the Better Roads petrol
levy on country roads.

Hon. PAT POWER - Yes.
In the press release Mr Brumby said:

Hon. G. R. Craige - You don't even know the
nameofit!
Hon. PAT POWER - The one I read religiously,
the one that is as good a paper as you will get in
Victoria. The editorial says in part:
This week, rural roads will receive $1.27 million - or
only 32 per cent of the state government's black spot
funding ...
Even though the opposition claims country roads
spending has been slashed by $30 million this year, the

The Kennett government's neglect of country roads
was an appalling reflection of its attitude to rural
Victorians
... this government has deliberately deceived the people
of country Victoria ...
Close to $175 million is being raised through this levy
and of that just $28 million, or 16 per cent, is to be spent
on country roads.
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I wait with interest to see whether the government
can show that, in accordance with its oft-repeated
promises, 33.3 per cent of the funds raised by the
Better Roads levy is being spent on country roads.
Mr Brumby's press release goes on to say:
Country motorists have received a triple whammy
from the government, paying three times for roads
through inflated petrol prices, the Better Roads levy
and the doubling of motor vehicle registration ... the
government has slashed country rail services,
dramatically increasing rural Victorians' reliance on
road transport ... it also ignores the steady increase in
road fatalities which are occurring in country areas.

By examining the material supplied by the Treasury,
including the information in Budget Paper no. I, it is
possible to discern a pattern of falling expenditure
on roads in rural Victoria. In 1994-95 the Kennett
government expended in excess of $80 million on
rural roads; in 1995-96 that had been reduced to less
than $50 million; and in 1996-97 it is estimated to fall
within the range of $30 million. There is clear and
documented evidence, based on information
provided by the government, to show that that fall
in expenditure is a serious problem for both country
Victorians and the users of country roads.
I refer to a notice to staff circulated by the chief
executive of Vicroads on 20 November 1996, which
says:
I am announcing today a series of changes in
organisational arrangements which are designed to size
Vicroads in accordance with our future estimates ... The
need for these changes will mean a reduction of some
10 per cent in the size of the organisation ...

He says these arise from, firstly:
A substantial reduction in federal road funding to
Victoria to the benefit of other states, especially New
South Wales and Queensland.

I invite the government to tell the house what action
it is taking to change that distortion. The chief
executive says the need also arises because there
have been:
Few new project starts in rural Better Roads Victoria
programs this year.
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That was not written by somebody at Trades Hall or
by some apparatchik wishing to stir the pot. The
chief executive of Vicroads has confirmed that there
have been few new project starts in rural Victoria
under the Better Roads program. That clearly proves
that the claims in the motion are supported by
government documentation. We argue that there has
been a dramatic fall in federal funding and that the
government has not put up a fight, compared with
the fight it put up to exempt certain revenue flows
from sales tax.
Vicroads chief executive's document confirms that
the government's oft-repeated claim about country
Victorians receiving a one-third share of funding has
been reneged on. I repeat his statement on 20
November:
Few new project starts in rural Better Roads Victoria
programs this year.

There are no problems about metropolitan
Melbourne. The work on City Link and the South
Eastern Arterial will go on but country Victorians
will be asked to pay the price. I refer the house to the
reaction this has brought about in country Victoria.
The Weekly Times, as a consequence of being a
provincial and rural newspaper, has been able to
capture many of those reactions. An article headed
'Lives at risk as roads go to ruin' on page 9 of the
Weekly Times of 4 December states:
Motorists' lives are being put on the line by the
dangerous condition of Victoria's country roads.

The article refers to comments made by the Shire of
South Gippsland engineer that I have previously
raised in the house. He blamed Vicroads funding
cuts for the poor condition of the roads. The article
continues:
The nearby East Gippsland shire was so frustrated by
funding cutbacks, it handed back responsibility for
main road maintenance to Vicroads, and South
Gippsland and Wellington shires will soon follow suit.

I am sure Peter Nixon, in his capacity as the
chairman of commissioners in East Gippsland,
would not be making these decisions unless they
were absolutely necessary. It may be that Mr Nixon
finds himself driven to these decisions as a
consequence of his political ideology, but I am sure
part of the reason is the way local government has
been kneecapped by the legislative and regulatory
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regime that has been imposed upon it and by the
current threat by the Minister for Planning and Local
Government of capping rates into the future. The
article goes on to quote the chief executive of the
Shire of Colac-Otway, an area recently visited by the
Minister for Roads and Ports:
Vicroads maintenance funding for the shire has been
slashed in real terms from $1.9 million in 1993-94 to
$1.55 million in 1996-97.
I have not the slightest doubt that in anticipation of
the government's contribution it will seek to draw
parallels between funding provided by the former
Labor government and funding provided under the
current management.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - It would probably be an
interesting comparison.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am sure it would be
interesting, but so too would be a comparison of the
years under the Kennett coalition government. It
may well be that government members will tell the
chief executive of the Shire of Colac-Otway that he
does not know what he is talking about, but he
believes Vicroads funding for his shire has been
slashed from $1.9 million in 1993-94 to $1.5 million
in 1996-97. If we factor in the consumer price index
the loss in real terms for just that one municipality is
quite Significant. The Weekly Times article goes on to
say:
... state budget papers show that regional Victoria's
share of the 3-cent-a-litre levy for roadworks has also
been cut, from 42 per cent two years ago, to 29 per cent
this financial year.
The evidence is certainly overwhelming. Although I
am sure the government will concentrate on
expenditure figures from the previous Labor
government, I remind the house that our motion is
not about road funding over the past 10 years.
Hon. G. R. Craige - You have talked about
trains, buses, roads and petrol prices!
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes. Our motion refers to
the way this government has disadvantaged and
discriminated against country Victoria.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Craige
will have the next call. You can rebut those
arguments at that time.
Hon. PAT POWER - The motion says that this
government has allowed a dramatic fall in federal
funding, that this government has reneged on its
undertaking in respect to the 3-cent-a-litre fuel levy,
and that this government has severely reduced the
funding of critical black spot programs. The
responsibility of the house is to address the
substance of the motion.
A further article headed 'City wins out' on page 8 of
the Weekly Times of 4 December states:
The greater Melbourne region has nabbed the lion's
share of this year's $4 million 'black spot' road funding
package.
Spurred by a 40 per cent hike in single vehicle accidents
across Victoria this year, the funding represents an
increase of more than $1 million on the past year.
... only 32 per cent of the funds will be spent beyond
Melbourne's outskirts.
That is quite clear: 68 per cent will be spent in the
metropolitan area and 32 per cent in country
Victoria. The Weekly Times further reports:
Road rescue volunteers at Loch in South Gippsland are
getting sick of writing letters to road maintenance
authorities.
One road accident rescue unit members at Loch is
reported as highlighting a particular stretch on the
South Gippsland Highway which is badly in need of
restoration work.
I now refer to a relevant matter concerning the
Alexandra Secondary College, a college with which
the minister should be familiar. In the Herald Sun of
24 November a major feature headed 'Tragic tale of
a tiny town' states in part:
Alexandra Secondary College is no stranger to the
carnage on our roads.
In just 10 years the school lost 23 of its former senior

students in road accidents.
Hon. G. R. Craige interjected.
It goes on to report on markers that have been
placed--
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Hon. G. R. Craige - You are blaming the
condition of the roads entirely, are you?
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes.
Hon. G. R. Craige - Thank you. Let the record
show that you blame the condition of the road
entirely for all those deaths.
Hon. PAT POWER - Let it be clearly
understood that the opposition does not resile from
its claim that when the government allowed a severe
reduction in federal funding, when it reneged on its
undertaking to spend 33.3 per cent of its Better
Roads levy funding in country Victoria and when it
failed to maintain black spot funding, it created a
position in which the carnage on our roads cannot
be expected to be reduced.
There is no question that money spent on black spot
programs has been a wonderful and enduring
investment because it has removed serious accident
spots and reduced the likelihood of accidents
occurring. However, government funding cutbacks,
in this case in Alexandra, were unwise.
I had the good fortune of working with a teacher
named Clive Sindrey, principal of Flowerdale
Primary School before he transferred to Alexandra
where he lived. He tragically lost his life as a result
of his car leaving a dangerous stretch of the road
and hitting a tree. The situation in Alexandra
highlights the importance of investments in roads
and road programs. I suspect the minister is well
aware of John Birtchnell's role as chairman of the
road trauma committee of the Rotary Club at
Alexandra, which has sponsored a road education
program at the Alexandra Secondary College.
Unfortunately, as a consequence of funding cuts, the
Department of Education required the Alexandra
teaching staff to reduce its teacher entitlement.
Hon. G. R. Craige - Is this about driver
education?
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes.
Hon. G. R. Craige - Not on how to drive, about
the condition of the roads? Isn't that what the debate
is about - that is, road funding?
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes. I am sure the minister
acknowledges that driver education programs
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involve not just understanding steering wheels and
the use of use brakes and pedals.
Hon. G. R. Craige - Have you ever done one?
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes. It is also about
teaching people to drive in dangerous and difficult
conditions, in wet and dry conditions, and so on. I
raise this matter because Senior Sergeant Smith of
the Alexandra police, who supported the road safety
program for the reasons I have outlined, says that
from December 1981 until January this year police
attended local road accidents in which 29 people
died. Thirteen of the 29 lived in the Alexandra
district and not one of those had attended the driver
education course at Alexandra. We need to be
concerned about the condition of our roads, and we
must take a whole-of-life approach to our
responsibilities as drivers. That means those who
have attended the driver education course have
survived as drivers and road users.
I have demonstrated that the government has
allowed a major reduction in federal funding to
Victoria; it has reneged on its oft-repeated
undertaking about the 3-cent-a-litre fuel levy for
Victorian country roads; and there has been a major
reduction in its commitment to the critical black spot
programs. That inaction has led to, and for as long as
that situation applies will continue to lead to, a bad
result on our roads across metropolitan but
especially rural Victoria.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The government opposes this motion. I feel
as though I have been mugged by a dead sheep
because Mr Power's contribution must have been
one of the worst efforts from a person who aspires to
be Leader of the Opposition in this place and who
certainly will be Leader of the Opposition when we
return to this chamber next year.
I will respond to some of the issues raised by
Mr Power; some of his statements require specific
answers. He talked about his journey to his Socialist
Left faction when he had to try to get the numbers in
Shepparton. There weren't too many there! In his
contribution he related a snippet about his trip on
the Goulbum Valley Highway between Seymour
and Shepparton. He said he travelled on that
highway often and was familiar with it.
It is a federally funded national highway. For about
two years the former federal Labor minister delayed
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a decision on upgrading the Goulburn Valley
Highway, which has prevented detailed planning of
the highway duplication between Seymour and
Shepparton. It has nothing do with this government
at all; it is entirely in the federal government's
hands. The inaction of the former federal Labor
government and its delaying tactics have meant the
upgrade of that highway is behind schedule.
Another issue raised by Mr Power concerned black
spot programs run by the commonwealth
government. A federal government press release
headed, 'Commonwealth announces road spending
inquiry' revealed that the funding for black spot
accident programs was $36 million, not $34 million. I
am prepared to table the press release so Mr Power
can see it is $36 million, not $34 million. If he wants
further information on the amount, I will supply it. I
have probably half a truckload I can deliver to his
office today!
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - We paid you the courtesy
of allowing you to do whatever you wanted to see
how much strength there was in your contribution
to the debate today. In your 40-0dd minutes you
talked about many things other than road funding.
Hon. Pat Power - I had to give Flowerdale a
mention.

Hon. Pat Power - I am delighted to accept your
verbal assurance.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Sunbury Coaches and
Broadmeadows Bus Service replaced the Vinelander
in August-September 1993. From day 1 after the
Vinelander ceased operation both those companies
provided wheelchair access on their coaches. Only
on rare occasions since then have there been
bookings that exceed the capacity of the coaches.
Sunraysia Bus Lines, which runs a feeder service
from the Bendigo train to Mlldura, has two new
buses that are less than one year old; both have
wheelchair access. In the last year that service has
been used only four times. The commitment always
was that there would be access, and the access is
there.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - That will assure him it is
$36 million. Mr Power referred to the triple
whammy that his leader in another place had
mentioned in rural Victoria. He talked about motor
registrations. We know that motor vehicle
registrations were abolished in 1989, but does
anybody know when they were introduced and who
reintroduced them?

The Minister for Transport has always been keen to
ensure that the mobility enhancement policy dictates
the terms to V/Line that these buses be wheelchair
accessible. It is a furphy for Mr Power to run the line
that there is no accessibility for people with
wheelchairs on these coaches. That is not true.
Mr Power concluded on the issue of driver
education - -

An Honourable Member - Who?

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I will tell you because
obviously you want to know: motor registrations
were reintroduced in 1991.
Who was in power then? The Guilty Party! The
Labor Party reintroduced the motor registration fee;
it went from zero to $70, yet Mr Power has the
audacity to come in here - Hon. Pat Power - Who increased it?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - You can't have your cake
and eat it, too. Mr Power raised an issue unrelated to
the debate today about the Vinelander and buses.
Hon. Pat Power - You obviously thought it was
relevant because nobody moved a point of order.

Hon. Pat Power - At Alexandra.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - At Alexandra, yes; but let
us talk about all Victorians as well because this is an
important issue. For the 10 years it was in power
what did the Labor Party do about addressing the
fundamental issue of driver education? Very little!
We need to revisit the issue of on-road driver
education through a holistic approach - a term
used by Mr Power - especially for the novice
driver. Changes in the education system in years 11
and 12 mean that there is extreme pressure on 17
and 18-year-olds. They do not have the spare time
they used to have to get on-road experience.
However, the education system has played a role.
Kids are under pressure to go to clubs and pubs. At
18 young people can get P-plates and gain access to
licensed premises, clubs or pubs.
Are we sending the right message to the young
generation? On the one hand we tell kids they can
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go to hotels, clubs or discos at 18, yet on the other we
tell them they can drive. We should address that
issue and look seriously at on-road experience: how
valuable is on-road experience and gaining the real
skills needed to drive? The government argues they
are both valuable.
What about learning to drive, and Mr Power's
suggestion about off-road education? What about
the quality of driver education in secondary schools
or in the leam-to-drive schools that operate as small
businesses? The real answer is not simple; it needs a
whole-of-community approach, not just the
throwaway line that off-road education solves the
problem. It is easy to make those statements, but the
government is serious about looking at the whole
issue.
For a decade the Victorian community was forced to
contend with the Labor government's refusal even to
look at spending money on our road networks. In
1988 the ALP's transport policy election promise
was to maintain funding for roads from state sources
in real terms. However, rather than maintaining
those, under the Labor Party the road authority's
budget actually fell in each of the following four
financial years. It was not even maintained; it went
the other way! In 1987-88 the funding fell from
$19 million in 1988-89, and was slashed by a further
$42 million in 1989-90. It was slashed by another
$18 million in 1990 and a further $14 million in
1991-92.
The total allocation to the road authority's budget
fell in real terms from $417 million to $324 million in
1991-92. Of course many other promises were made
by the Labor Party in 1988.
Hon. Pat Power - Sprinter trains.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I am talking about roads
and ports. Do you have a vision that you are going
to move into something else? Are you taking over
from Peter Batchelor in transport? Move on down to
the leadership in transport!

In 1988 the Labor Party made two election promises
to extend the Eastern Freeway to Springvale Road
and to construct the Ringwood bypass. By 1992 the
ALP had not started either of them. Not only had it
not started. them, it failed to deliver on two
significant promises. The extension of the Eastern
Freeway to Springvale Road was commenced in
1994 by the coalition government, not by the ALP, as
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it promised. The government is enthusiastic about
the opening of that extension in December next year.
It is a great project and will benefit the people in the
eastern suburbs.
It was a promise the ALP failed to deliver. The

construction of the Ringwood bypass also
commenced under this government and a section
was opened in 1996. That work is in stark contrast to
what happened with the Labor government. The
coalition government has an ongoing commitment
to rejuvenating Victorian roads not only in the rural
areas but also in the metropolitan area.
The motion deals with Better Roads funding, which
was established by the coalition government in 1993
to address 10 years of neglect by the former Labor
government. It had to be done; we had no other
choice. It is good to see that the Labor Party in New
South Wales has extended its fuel levy. It is arguing
the same thing that this government argues. The
Better Roads program has been a success story. It
has delivered. 249 projects comprising 200 rural
projects and 49 metropolitan projects.
Hon. Andrew Brideson - Put them on the
record!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I will, so that the people
know that projects are being delivered. If you
listened to the opposition you would think nothing
has been done, but that was the form of the former
Labor government! Funding has been approved for
an additional 44 projects, which are currently under
way. I shall outline some of those projects so that it
can be seen that the Better Roads program is
delivering outcomes.
The Eastern Freeway has been extended to
Springvale Road and ramps have been constructed
at Bulleen Road at a cost of $123 million; overpasses
have been built over the South Eastern Arterial at
Toorak, Tooronga and Burke roads and the arterial
is being widened to six lanes between High Street
and Warrigal Road at a cost of $78 million. Who
would have built a freeway with traffic lights? Not
this government, but the Labor government did!
No-one in their wildest imagination would put
traffic lights on a major arterial, but the former Labor
government did! I hope Mr Power travels along the
South Eastern Arterial when we open that
magnificent construction so he will see the benefits
the Better Roads program has delivered to the
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people of Victoria. It has delivered this program to
all Victorians.
Hon. Pat Power - It is paid for by country
Victoria!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - They use it too! Mr Power
should travel along the arterial and look at the
vehicles using it. Mr Power made a point about
heavy vehicles and the importance of infrastructure.
I do not know whether Mr Power knows much
about Gippsland because obviously he has travelled
on the Goulburn Valley Highway and he has
travelled to many other places, but if he knows
anything about Gippsland he will know that it is a
great area for primary production. Primary
producers in Gippsland have to transport their
product from Gippsland to the marketplace, and
what road do you think they travel along when they
come in from Gippsland? It's not the
Hume Highway and it's not the Princes Highway? It
is the South Eastern Arterial, isn't it?
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Yes, and the great
leadership of the former Minister for Roads and
Ports got that done! There is duplication work
between Thompsons and Cranboume-Frankston
roads on Westemport Highway at a cost of
$7 million; duplication work from Jacksons to
Stud roads on Monash Highway at a cost of
$6 million; and the Paterson River bridge along the
Nepean Highway has been replaced at a cost of
$3 million.
I shall now deal with the rural projects: duplication
work on the Calder Freeway between Diggers Rest
to Gisbome at a cost of $25 million; and bridge
widening, traffic management and the construction
of overtaking lanes on Princes Highway East at a
cost of $22 million. The amounts spent on other
roads include: Midland Highway,
$9 million; South Gippsland Highway, $6 million;
Sunraysia Highway, $5 million; the Great Ocean
Road, $4 million; Princes Highway West, $4 million;
Hamilton Highway, $3 million; and the
Omeo Highway, $3 million.

Hon. Pat Power - You are not wrong!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Thank you. Therefore,
you cannot tell me, Mr Power, that it has no benefit
to rural Victoria because it does! It provides great
access to the marketplace for the whole of Gippsland.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - And to the ports!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Absolutely. It provides
access not only to markets but also to ports, and that
is most important to the people in rural Victoria.
An Honourable Member - The footy!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - And to the footy! It is not
only an economic asset for the people of Gippsland
and rural Victoria but it also provides important
social access. The money spent on the arterial
benefits all people in rural Victoria. For Mr Power to
run the argument that these projects are being
delivered for metropolitan Melbourne only and that
they have no benefit for rural Victoria is not correct.
The pavement along Alexandra Parade has been
widened and rehabilitation and traffic management
work has been undertaken at a cost of $14 million.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - A lovely job, I walked
across it this morning!

Hon. Pat Power - Is that all out of the Better
Roads program?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Didn't you hear? Do you
want me to say it again?
Hon. Pat Power - Yes.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Okay. These are Better
Roads projects. I am trying to illustrate the delivery
of real projects not only for metropolitan Melbourne
but also for rural Victoria. All Victorians will benefit
from the projects being delivered. The Leader of the
Opposition, Mr Brumby, has publicly stated - Hon. Pat Power - No he hasn't!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Yes he has. Mr Brumby
publicly said he would scrap the Better Roads fund
levy. He went on to say it was a stupid tax.
Hon. Pat Power - He said he would review it.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - No, I am sorry; he said it
was a stupid tax and he would scrap it. This is the
same person who in 1990 when he was a member of
federal Parliament wanted to introduce a 1-cent levy
on fuel. Do you know what he said? He said with
the fluctuation of fuel prices you wouldn't notice
1 cent! This is the man who was full of bravado and
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who was ready to take it on the chin. He said that
no-one would notice a 1-cent levy for road funding,
and the same man calls this a stupid tax!
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the realignment and grade separation of
Middleborough Road.
Hon. Pat Power - That's metropolitan.

On 30 June $462 million was allocated for road
projects across the state and more than $160 million
has been directed into rural road projects. That
represents more than 34 per cent of the Better Roads
funding that has gone into rural road projects. We
have made no secret at any stage of the fact that the
projects will ebb and flow. We have said that
consistently. There will be major fluctuations
depending on what is happening.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - They know nothing
about project management anyway, Minister!

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It might be metropolitan,
but I am responding on projects the honourable
member for Sunshine said would not be commenced
or completed by the government. Other works on
the extension of the Eastern Freeway project that
have been completed are the pedestrian overpass at
Eram Road and the realignment of Koonung Creek;
the realignment and grade separation at Tram Road
and Elgar Road; and the pedestrian overpass at
Heyington Avenue.
Hon. Pat Power - Mention a country one.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - They never have! Who
built a freeway with traffic lights on it? It was not
this government. The burning question is: how
much extra has it cost to address that problem?
At the end of the day the former government had no
idea about project management. In 1993-94,42 per
cent of the levy was spent in rural Victoria on
important rural projects, including $16 million on
the Calder Freeway and $6 million on the Princes
Highway East. The government needed to make a
decision during that period and it decided extra
funding was needed to get those projects on the
move.
Major projects that are currently nearing completion
and will provide a Significant benefit to all
Victorians include the Eastern Freeway and the
South Eastern Arterial. In addition, the City Unk
project will be a real plus for all Victorians through
the economic benefits it will provide and the time it
will save commuters. All Victorians should be proud
of that project, which will deliver to the state a
facility they will have an opportunity to use.

In Hansard of 12 May 1993 the honourable member
for Sunshine in another place is reported as having
claimed that numerous road projects would not be
commenced or completed under a coalition
government. I will now place on record the current
status of some of those projects. In relation to the
extension of the Eastern Freeway, the following
works have all been completed: the realignment and
grade separation of Blackbum Road and Springvale
Road; a pedestrian overpass at Koonung Road and
Cabena Street; the realignment of Koonung Creek;

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I have already given you
a list of country projects. Do you want me to
mention all of them? The Western Ring Road - Hon. Pat Power - That's metropolitan.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Oh! Metropolitan.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Tell us which country seat
that is in?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It is in a Labor seat - and
we built it! Mr Nardella takes the line that no road
built in the metropolitan area will have any benefit
to country Victoria. If Mr Nardella were smart he
would have been reading all the newspapers and
listening to all the media commentaries and would
recognise the importance of the projects I am
referring to.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - It is not in a country seat
under the terms of this motion.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - If Mr Nardella wants to
come to the front bench he will have to learn to work
better. Mr Power needs some support and
Mr Nardella would probably offer him that. Works
that have been completed on the Western Ring Road
project include the construction of the
Broadmeadows section from the Tullamarine
Freeway to the Hume Highway and construction of
the Maribymong section from Keilor Park Drive to
the Western Highway.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - That's metropolitan.
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - The reality is that the
metropolitan Western Ring Road is vital for this
state, and in particular for rural Victoria. You cannot
just say that a major metropolitan arterial ring road
will not benefit country Victoria - it will provide
real benefits. Mr Power and other opposition
members will have difficulty with what I am about
to say - that is, Ballarat is not in the metropolitan
area. Does Mr Nardella want me to tell him about
Ballarat?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - It is about time you dealt
with the motion in front of you.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Works completed on the
Ballarat bypass project are a single carriageway from
Woodmans Hill to Gillies Street; a single
carriageway from Gillies Street to Burrumbeet;
duplication from Woodmans Hill to Gillies Street;
and stage 4 of the duplication and construction of
three interchanges from Gillies Street to the
Sunraysia Highway is near completion. Those
projects are actually being delivered.
I turn to the black spot program, which is also
covered in the motion. On 3 December I announced
an increase of more than $1.6 million in funding for
the state government's 1996-97 road safety program
on black spots and black lengths on highways. That
means that projects will be funded to a total of some
$4 million this financial year, and the government
estimates that that should cut the number of serious
accidents by approximately 300 over the average
15-year life of the road treatments that are to be
undertaken.
Some of the major projects are the Bass Highway in
Gippsland, the Princes Highway East at Pakenham
and the construction of a roundabout on the
Momington-Tyabb Road at Momington. Of course,
as part of the black spot program other major
projects are being undertaken in the metropolitan
area such as the construction of guard rails, the
application of skid-resistant road treatments, the
implementation of right-turn lanes, improved
pedestrian facilities and better lighting.
The federal government has provided immediate
funding of $36 million a year for the introduction of
a federal road safety black spot program. Most
honourable members would know that the federal
Labor government withdrew federal funding for
black spot programs in 1993 and the federal coalition
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government deserves to be congratulated for
reintroducing it.
An honourable member interjected.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Yes, we did. The
Victorian allocation is expected to be more than
$8 million for each financial year unti12000. Work
has already commenced on establishing a state
consultative committee to consider black spot
proposals and put them forward to the federal
government.
The other issue raised in the motion is federal
funding. In May of this year I submitted a national
roads in Victoria forward strategy to the federal
Minister for Transport and Regional Development.
The strategy outlines the projects that the
government believes are significant for Victoria and
lists its investment priorities for other key roads of
national importance for the next five years. The
strategy recommends major improvements to
existing highway networks, including the
duplication of the Goulburn Valley Highway,
completion of the Western Ring Road, construction
of the Hume Freeway, links to the Western Ring
Road and the Ballarat bypass. The strategy also
recommends upgrading Geelong Road, constructing
the Eastern Ring Road and improving Princes
Highway East and the Calder Highway.
For many years Victoria has received far less than its
appropriate share of federal government road
investment. Currently Victoria is paying the cost of
the cynical pork-barrelling of the former federal
Minister for Transport, Laurie Brereton, and the
New South Wales Labor Right in committing huge
amounts of federal funding to the Pacific Highway
which is in the former minister's own state. The
reason we are in this predicament today is that
Laurie Brereton locked so many things in place to
look after his mates in New South Wales. Now
Victoria is bearing the bnmt of the deals he did.
The federal coalition government has been
honourable in meeting the commitments that Laurie
Brereton previously made. This is what he actually
committed the federal government to: a project of
$750 million over 10 years, which included
$75 million to be spent in 1996-97. It is outrageous.
Victoria is in a terrible position with the federal
government because of the deals that were done and
locked in for the benefit of New South Wales.
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Currently Victorian motorists are subsidising road
construction in other states by more than
$120 rrillion a year. We are also subsidising the deal
that Brereton did with his New South Wales Labor
Right mates to ensure - Opposition Members - Bring back Bill!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - In response to the
statement that the government is doing nothing,
I remir.d honourable members that the federal
government has recently announced a $70 million
contribution to the extension of the Western Ring
Road between Mahoneys Road and Edgars Road.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Another metropolitan
road - thank you.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Did you know about that?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Of course I knew about
that; it's in my electorate.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - The state government will
be contributing a further $60 million to the cost of
the completion of the section between Dalton Road
and Edgars Road. The federal government has
declared the Calder Highway a road of national
importance.
Hon. R. A. Best - Thank you very much.
Hon. D. A. Nardella (fo Hon. R. A. Best) - It's
abot:t time you talked on the motion.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Don't talk about your
mob: your mob welshed on the deal, and left us
carrying the can on the Calder! The reality is that the
fede:al Labor government withdrew the funding,
walled away from it, and left us carrying the can.
Whc has reintroduced the upgrade of the whole
Calder Highway from Melbourne to Mildura as a
road of national importance?
fun. R. A. Best - They had 13 years to do it but
they didn't get it done!
Hln. G. R. CRAIGE - Already priority funding
of $4 million has been allocated to construct the
diarrond-shaped interchange at the intersection of
the (alder Freeway and Bulla-Diggers Rest Road.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Isn't Sunbury in the
metropolitan area any more?
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Hon. R. A. Best - That's open to debate.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - The phone numbers for
Sunbury and Diggers Rest begin with 03, mate.
Hon. R. A. Best - What do you reckon Bendigo's
phone numbers start with? 0354.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Furthermore, the federal
government allocated $10.4 million over two
financial years to upgrade the road in the Black
Forest section between Gisborne and Kyneton as a
further commitment to its program in rural Victoria.
I hope we will not get into debate about whether
Gisborne and Kyneton are in rural Victoria.
The state government's commitment to these
projects is in addition to the completion of the
$32 million Diggers Rest to Millet Road section that I
opened in May, and the current construction of the
Millet Road to Gisbome section at a cost of
$31 million.
In conclusion, the coalition government's record on
road funding stands in stark contrast to that of the
previous Labor government. The government
opposes the motion.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - It
was very interesting to hear the Minister for Roads
and Ports, because the vast majority of the projects
he talked about today were in the metropolitan area.
He cannot get away from thinking that government
stops at the tram tracks. It stops at the tram tracks
and who misses out? It is rural Victoria that misses
out.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - In the allocation of
the money raised from the 3-cent-a-litre Better Roads
levy, rural Victoria is missing out. The figures
demonstrate this absolutely clearly. Let's look at the
figures, because the minister did not want to talk
about the figures that we have presented today.
One figure he did talk about was the 42 per cent of
the 3-cent-a-litre fuel levy that was spent in 1993-94
on rural roads. That is to be commended because the
government said it was going to spend only one
third, 33.3 per cent, on rural roads, but it spent
42 per cent. You can see from the graph that ever
since then spending on rural roads has been
reduced. The line has gone down from 42 per cent to
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16 per cent. The minister did not argue with the
16 per cent allocation this year for rural roads
because he knows the figure is true. He did not
argue about what his government is not doing for
rural roads.
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the fact that, apart from Tasmania, we have the
highest tax rate.
'

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - Why do you think that is so?

The minister talked about only metropolitan roads,
including the Eastern Freeway, the South Eastern
Arterial upgrade, the Ringwood bypass and the
diamond-shaped interchange at Diggers Rest in my
electorate. He does not want to talk about rural
roads because the figures demonstrate the truth
absolutely: instead of spending 33.3 per cent of the
3-cent-a-litre fuel levy on rural roads, the
government is spending only 16 per cent.
Hon. N. B. Lucas - On a point of order,
Mr Acting President, the standing orders clearly
require a speaker to address remarks to the Chair.
Mr Nardella continues to point at the minister. If he
is going to point at anybody, he should point at you.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon. B. W.
Bishop) - Order! There is no point of order. As for
the accusation of intimidation, I believe the minister
is well able to withstand that. The Chair has allowed
free-ranging debate on the issue, but I urge
Mr Nardella to restrain himself somewhat in the
debate.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I will stop pointing at
the minister. The minister talked about the black
spot program and said that the amount spent on that
program is $36 million, which he emphasised is
more than the $34 million the previous Labor
government put towards it. We are worse off
because less money is being spent on the black spot
program in Victoria. The minister is proud that this
year he has provided $4 million from state funds for
the black spot program, but prior to this year the
Transport Accident Commission provided
$20 million. The government does not believe in
making roads safer. It has injected $4 million and the
minister says, 'Aren't I doing a good job? Aren't I a
great minister because I have ripped $16 million out
of the black spot program?'. Roads must be made
safer, and those funds helped make black spot areas
safer, but the government now has to rely on
top-ups from the federal government to bring it
close to the previous figure of $20 million.
The minister referred to registration fees. The
government is the highest taxing government in
Australia, but the minister did not want to talk about

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Because that is the
way you look after your mates - by increasing
those taxes. The registration fee has been doubled by
the government from $70 a year to $140 in a year.
Country Victorians are being ripped off three ways.
Firstly, there has been a doubling of the registration
fee; secondly, the l-cent proportion of the
3-cent-a-litre petrol levy is not going to rural roads;
and, thirdly, country Victorians pay exorbitant rates
for their petrol. When the current government was
in opposition it talked about how it would control
petrol prices. It has had almost five years to do that
and it has done nothing. Its tax rate has been
outstripping the CPI and all other states.
To add insult to injury the minister spoke about the
supposedly good things he has done, such as closing
passenger rail lines. He said the rail coach services
are much better. I remind the minister that Dorothy
Knight cannot use the bus service from Mildura
when she has to go down to Bendigo, but he does
not care about that. Don Knight has to use his
vehicle and pay the high fuel price and take time off
work to take her down to Bendigo, whereas
previously she could go herself on the train. The
minister does not want to talk about that.
The minister referred to the driver education
program in Alexandra. Where is Alexandra? It just
happens to be in his electorate. That program was
trying to reduce the number of fatalities on the roads
outside of Alexandra. It was a very good program
and was reducing the number of fatalities in that
district. What did the minister do as the local
member when that program was closed down?
Absolutely nothing. People in Alexandra are
suffering and drivers are not being trained. It is not
much use talking about the holistic approach to
driver education when you close down a successful
program within your own electorate!
Promises to rural Victorians made by the Premier,
the Treasurer and the Minister for Roads and Ports
of 33 per cent of road funding for country areas and the figure was 42 per cent in 1993-94 - are not
being honoured. The figure has now decreased to
16 per cent. That is an indictment on the minister
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who, representing a rural electorate himself, is not
ensuring that those commitments are being upheld.
It is not good enough to say that country people use
metropolitan roads; he knows what the commitment
was - a third of road funding was to go to rural
roads, not metropolitan roads. He can be as proud as
he wants to be about metropolitan roads - and he
certainly is - but that does not alter his
commitment.

The vast majority of road funds are going into the
government's pet projects, yet the minister has the
audacity to talk about Laurie Brereton's pet projects
and the Labor Party looking after its mates. This
minister ensures that the marginal seats in the
eastern suburbs are getting the cream of the funding.
It is pork-barrelling at its worst.
That is why only 16 per cent of rural funds is going
to rural seats. The minister knows you have to
pork-barrel in the eastern suburbs to retain
government. He has no scruples when it comes to
how those funds are used. The citizens of country
Victoria deserve better from this government. Those
same people deserted the government in droves at
the last state election. They understand that they are
being sold a pup. Instead of being given one-third of
the funding, they are being given 16 per cent.
The honourable member for Benambra in another
place raised the effect the 3-cent-a-litre levy is
having on small businesses, but this government
does not listen. It does not care; it has no
understanding of and no sympathy for what rural
motorists have to put up with. In the words of the
chief executive of Vicroads, fewer projects are
starting in rural Victoria this year. What a reflection
on the promises the government has made to
country Victorians. Country projects are being
reduced, yet pet projects in the metropolitan area
such as the City Link, which help the government's
mates, are going full steam ahead.
Rural municipalities are losing their Vicroads
money. They are complaining about how this
government is forcing them to turn their bitumen
roads, of which they are proud, into gravel roads.
That is what country people are having to do
because this government is ripping away the money
allocated to country roads to fund its pet projects in
the city.
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The government does not look beyond the tram
tracks. It certainly does not look after country
people, who need safe, bituminised and upgraded
roads. The minister stands condemned for in the
main considering only metropolitan roads. That is
all he cares about; that is all he understands. I urge
honourable members to support the motion.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - This
motion was born of hypocrisy and has been
nurtured by misunderstanding. I do not know
whether Mr Power and Mr Nardella are being
deliberately malicious or genuinely lack
comprehension. Either way, they do not understand
the road funding situation in both this state and the
nation.
I should not need to remind the house about the
condition Victoria's roads were in when the coalition
was elected in 1992. It inherited a backlog of work
worth millions if not billions of dollars, particularly
for rural roads. Maintenance, rehabilitation,
reconstruction and the development of new projects
were desperately overdue. What did the
government do? It set about tackling the situation
with gusto. Only two departments - Education and
Roads - received increases in funding in the
1992 budget, the first the government introduced.
Even that was not sufficient. We all knew about the
Pyramid petrol levy that was syphoning money
from country and city motorists to payoff the
Pyramid Building Society debacle. The government
abolished that levy but introduced a 3-cent-a-litre
petrol levy for roads - one of the few taxes in this
country which are hypothecated. Treasury officials
and a few other people do not like hypothecated
taxes because they take control away from the
bureaucrats, but at the government's insistence and, if I may say, at mine, as minister - we
successfully introduced a hypothecated tax which
dedicated revenue exclusively to roads. Instead of
setting out to expend it on some willy-nilly or
population basis, the government came up with a
formula that was fair and equitable.
About 28 per cent of the revenue raised by the fuel
tax was collected in country Victoria, yet the
government decided to spend about 33 per cent of it
in country Victoria. The misunderstanding being
peddled on the opposition side does not take into
account the fact that this is a trust fund. I am not
talking about an annual budget allocation which
rises and falls each year and which disappears
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forever into a black hole if it is not spent. I am
talking about a trust fund that does not necessarily
spend every dollar each financial year.

public transport service and the roads in my
electorate have improved immeasurably under this
government.

Road funding is a very lumpy process. At times very
large and expensive projects come on stream while
at other times a run of minor and less costly projects
are undertaken. That has always been the situation.
Early on in the piece it was easier to get smaller
projects for country areas on stream almost as
quickly as the money began to flow. Expenditure on
rural roads at that time was 42 per cent, as opposed
to 33 per cent. Did we hear any protests from
opposition benches? No, we did not. This year large,
vital projects such as the Eastern Freeway have come
on stream. If the former Labor government had not
been hostage to sectional interests over the years,
those projects would have been completed years
ago. Yet again, the coalition government is picking
up the consequences of the Labor Party's failure to
govern effectively and equitably.

House divided on motion:

The same is true of the South Eastern Arterial, which
is now being turned into a proper freeway,
something it should always have been. The cost of
the freeway is doubling, because $75 million is being
spent on grade separating the Toorak, Burke and
Tooronga Road intersections. That is about equal to
what it cost to build the arterial in the first place. If it
had been built properly in the first place it would
have cost much less. On top of that there are the
tremendous extra costs that have been imposed on
the community because of delays over many years.
In the end that work will benefit country people, as
the minister said.
Last week I was in New Zealand. I drove from
Whangarei through Auckland to Hamilton, which is
about the equivalent of driving from Sale to
Geelong, and I did not come across one set of traffic
lights or congestion. That will be true for country
Victorians when the South Eastern Freeway and the
City Link are finished. They will provide
tremendous advantages to all Victorians.
I now put to bed an allegation made by opposition
members about the former train service to Mildura.
They alleged the bus service does not make
provision for wheelchairs. To begin with, there was
never a train service from Mildura to Bendigo, so
Mr Nardella should get his facts right on that.
Secondly, the coach service from Mildura provides
for passengers in wheelchairs. It is seldom used by
such people, but access is clearly available. Both the

Ayes, 8
Eren, Mr (Teiler)
Could, Miss
Hogg,Mrs
MeLean,Mrs

Nardella, Mr
Nguyen, Mr (Teller)
Power,Mr
Walpole,Mr

Noes, 30
Asher, Ms
Ashman, Mr (Teller)
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R.
de Fegely, Mr

Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross,Or
Smith,Mr
Smith,Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Or (Teller)
Wilding, Mrs

Pairs
Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr

Varty,Mrs
Forwood,Mr

Motion negatived.

SUPERANNUATION ACTS (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 December; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - This is
one of a number of superannuation bills that have
come before Parliament. The opposition does not
oppose most of the bill, but it opposes a part of it,
concerning which I will move a reasoned
amendment. It is a pity we cannot fully agree on the
bill because we have more or less agreed on similar
bills in the past.
Whatever one might say about the previous Minister
for Finance, he succeeded in making a large number
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of superannuation reforms, more or less with the
agreement of the parties involved. Unfortunately, on
this occasion agreement is lacking. For that reason, I
now move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof 'this house refuses to read
this bill a second time until further consultation occurs
with local government and emergency service
employees in relation to the proposed changes to the
definition of "retrenchment", which, if implemented,
will have a detrimental impact on the benefits of
current employees whose employment is terminated'.

The bill attempts to further rationalise the operations
of the public sector superannuation schemes. It also
makes minor amendments to the parliamentary
contributory superannuation fund to ensure it will
be fully funded.
To date the Minister for Finance has been at pains to
try to reach agreement with the trade unions on the
superannuation fund changes. I recognise the
government has had protracted discussions on the
bill with the emergency service unions.
Nevertheless, no final agreement has been reached.
The area of contention boils down to only one part of
the bill. As I understand it, at the beginning of the
process agreement had not been reached on six
issues that affected emergency service employees,
ambulance workers, firefighters and others.
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This is the critical part - Hon. R. M. Hallam - The employer is the critical
part. You realise that is not inconsistent with a
number of the funds. This is a standardising process.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Whether the
minister is correct about its being consistent with
other funds is not the point. The key issue is that for
whatever reason the minister has not been able to
successfully achieve the agreement of the unions on
the wording of the definition. They represent the
people who will be affected by the legislation.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Who may be affected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - They represent
the people who may be affected, that is correct. We
are talking about people who have not attained the
minimum age of retirement, which is presumably
something under 65 years.
Hon. R. M. Hallam -It is 55, isn't it?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Under 55, is it?
Hon. R. M. Hallam -It's your story.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The retirement
age might vary, but in any case it is about those
people who want to retire at an age earlier than the
allowable retirement age. I thought it was 65.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - Five out of six.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes. They
included changes affecting the definition of
'operational staff member', ill health, the
cancellation of pensions, retrenchment and election
to the board. All those matters have been reduced to
one - so there is agreement on five out of the six.
The area of contention relates essentially to the
question of retrenchment, the definition of which is
causing difficulty. This legislation will change that
so that essentially employees can be certified as
redundant at the whim of their employers. The
definition is set out in clause 6:
"Retrenchment" means the termination of employment
or service of a contributor who has not attained the
minimum age for retirement and in respect of whom
the employer certifies in writing to the Board that the
contributor has been retrenched for the purposes of this
Act;

Hon. R. M. Hallam - We are not talking about
people who want to retire; we are talking about
retrenchment.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am sorry, it is
about people who are retrenched.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - That is a fundamental
difference.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The problem is
this: as I understand the current situation, a person
who has not reached retirement age but who takes a
voluntary departure package is deemed to be
retrenched and therefore receives his or her
entitlements as if he or she had retired at the
minimum retirement age. So, if you receive a VDP
you are deemed to be retrenched. You then receive
your superannuation based on a calculation that is
the same as it would have been if you had retired at
the retirement age.
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Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - But it is reduced for
the years of service.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is the
current position. The change in the bill means that
the question of whether a person is deemed to have
been retrenched falls to the employer to determine.
A person may be given a VDP but may not be
deemed to have been retrenched, which affects his or
her full entitlements under the legislation. As I
understand it, that is the bone of contention.

important. The fact that an employer can decide
whether a worker who is leaving on a voluntary
departure package is deemed to have been
retrenched affects the level of superannuation
entitlements the worker will get. The provision may
result in retrenchments occurring within local
government and the firefighting and ambulance
services without full superannuation payouts for
those retrenchments. The minister has not denied
that is the effect of the change to the definition of
retrenchment.

We are talking about firefighters and others who
serve the community in a variety of ways. They
ought to be supported and should not have their
rights to superannuation compromised in any way.
It is unfortunate that the minister has not been able
to achieve the level of support that is required. The
opposition takes the view - -

The opposition believes that is precisely the effectand I understand that is the point of conjecture with
the unions. The unions say unless the definition is
changed the employer will be able to decide whether
workers who leave are defined as having been
retrenched, which attracts a higher level of payment
than if they had left under other circumstances.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - With respect,
Mr Theophanous, which issues does your reasoned
amendment refer to?

Hon. R. M. Hallam - If they are truly retrenched
they will be entitled to the retrenchment benefit.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Why don't you
read it?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - But the question
of who decides rests with one body - the employer.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - I have read it. I don't
know whether you are talking about retrenchment
or voluntary departure packages, or both.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The reasoned
amendment relates to the definition of retrenchment.
The definition in the bill says it is the employer's
decision as to whether an employee is deemed to be
retrenched.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - That is correct.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is a critical
issue for the purpose of superannuation calculations.
If the employer deems a person as being retrenched,
that person would get a higher level of
superannuation payments than if he or she were
deemed not to be retrenched. As I said, that is the
critical issue in these matters.
I have been advised that 40 road workers who are
members of the Australian Workers Union are likely
to lodge court proceedings on this issue because the
bill will prevent them from receiving entitlements
they would have received if the employer had
decided they had been retrenched. The question of
leaving the decision in the hands of the employer is

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I t is not
unreasonable for the unions in this instance to say,
'Why won't the employer say that this is a way of
saving a few bucks in the superannuation scheme by
not declaring them as being retrenched?'.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - They cannot do that.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister has
obviously not established that to the satisfaction of
the unions. You have said it is up to the employer,
but then you say the employer cannot do that. You
can't have it both ways.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes, you can. If
retrenchment has taken place the employee will be
given the retrenchment benefit. It is as simple as that.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That may well
be the case, but you just said it is up to the employer
to decide whether it is defined as a retrenchment. It
can be defined simply as a person leaving the
employ of the organisation but not a retrenchment.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - It is a matter of fact.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not believe
that is the case. Honourable members who have
dealt with workers in such circumstances would
understand clearly there is a whole range of
different ways people can leave: they can leave
through resignation, termination, a voluntary
departure package or retrenchment.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Yes. And you would have
no trouble discerning which applied in each case.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is not true.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - And it is applied very well
in the other funds. It is working very well elsewhere,

apart from the funds you are now citing.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Even if that were
the case, the minister has a responsibility to explain
why that is the case, as his predecessor did on
almost every occasion, and to ease the concerns of
people in some way or another and seek some
agreement.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - We did try very hard.

In many instances this is a matter of negotiation
between the employer and employee. Often if there
is a difficult situation - Hon. R. M. Hallam - But the trustees of the fund
are not involved in those negotiations. Why would
you leave the definition to the trustees?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Why would you
leave it only to the employer? Even on your own
argument, why not have it as a negotiated position;
why do you have to leave it to the employer to
decide? In the real world - and this happens all the
time when people have to leave their
employment - the employer can say, 'We can do
this easy or we can do it hard. 1 am happy to define
it as a retrenchment because that will maximise your
superannuation. We will do this in a smooth way
and you can get out of the place'. On other occasions
the employer can say, 'I will get you because you
have given me a hard time over the years. 1 will not
say that you were retrenched at all'.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - You are sensitive
about this issue!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Exactly. Without
going to the consequences of the interjection, which
simply reinforces my point - -

Hon. R. M. Hallam - You are not suggesting
you have missed out on your retrenchment package?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have yet to be
retrenched, but there might be a difference between
retrenchment and termination. The truth is that this
happens in the form of negotiations where a whole
range of factors come into it. The problem is that the
prOvision allows the final decision about the way it
will be defined to be made by the employer.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You may well
have tried but you obviously did not succeed. I am
advised that a case will be put on behalf of a group
of road workers who are being offered voluntary
departure packages but who will not be classified as
having been retrenched.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - But a VDP is a voluntary
departure package.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Technically a
retrenchment can be a different animal.
Consequently, it is the technical issue of whether
workers are formerly defined as having been
retrenched. It is only in the context that they are
defined as having been retrenched that they pick up
the full superannuation entitlements.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - You are not listening to
what I am saying. They would not be entitled to it.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -It may turn out
that you are correct on this issue. My information is
that a group of 40 road workers who believe that
they are being disadvantaged by the introduction of
this legislation are considering court action.
I hope the minister is correct and they will not be
disadvantaged and no legal action will be taken. But
if it turns out that a technical loophole is used by the
employer to deny the full superannuation
entitlements to people who leave before their
retirement age, the government will have got it
wrong, which will mean this legislation should not
have been introduced in its present form.

It is important to note that the legislation contains
provisions which the opposition supports, including
the concept of consolidating the superannuation
schemes: over time the opposition has consistently
supported that idea. The bill also amends the
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Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act to
ensure that in future actuarial advice is given to
contributors about employer contributions. The
opposition supports that provision.
The opposition continues to support the clause 43
provisions about preventing members of Parliament
who leave after having served one period of office
receiving more than one superannuation benefit for
that period; in other words, it eliminates double
dipping.
The opposition also notes that the bill generally
applies to employees in a number of important
public areas, particularly those in the emergency
services area. Superannuation benefits are extremely
important to that group of workers. The minister has
said the definition applies in other acts, but I am not
certain whether that is the case or whether that is the
definition that has been applied across the board in
the past. This definition changes an existing
definition in an act. In so far as it does that, it is not
currently being used as the definition of
'retrenchment' .
Hon. R. M. Hallam - It is being used as the
current definition in other funds.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes, but not the
current definition in these funds.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - True. We are standardising
the use of the definition.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You are
standardising it in a certain direction. You could just
as easily seek to change the definition in those other
acts and standardise in one direction rather than
another, Minister. You have decided to standardise
in a direction that may result in the definition
potentially not being as beneficial to employees.
That is my basic objection.
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provide superannuation payments for Liberal and
National Party members but not for ALP members.
That off-the-cuf£ statement by the Premier created an
enormous furore. I recall talking about it to Ches
Baragwanath, now the Auditor-General, who was
attending the meeting. Everybody was staggered
and could not believe a responsible person had
made that sort of statement about superannuation.
Thankfully, Mr Kennett was forced to retract his
ridiculous notion. I hope other stupidities of his will
be re-examined in a similar way.
I am glad the Premier has not been responsible for
superannuation since he came to power.
Superannuation has been handled by others who
have shown more sense and responsibility than
would have resulted had the Premier's proposal
been adopted; his proposal had an ideological base.
Many people have not forgotten how that and other
off-the-cuf£ comments from the Premier have been
greeted by people and the concern they have caused;
many people became concerned about their
superannuation entitlements. Given the state of
mind of the Premier at the moment, nothing seems
to be certain: he says one thing one day, then
somebody upsets him so he changes his mind and
says something else!
I urge the government to reconsider the definition in
the bill. The minister should at least say how he
views a circumstance in which a dispute may arise
about whether an employee would be defined as
having been retrenched by the employer and the
consequent effects that would have on the person's
superannuation payments.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - They have direct access to
the Industrial Relations Commission. The question
of retrenchment becomes a matter of fact, as it
should be in the first place.

The whole complicated area of superannuation has
undergone a Significant amount of rationalisation
and cross-party support. When people settle down
and start to examine matters seriously and calmly
and understand what needs to be done they are able
to reach reasonable agreement.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The Industrial
Relations Commission will rely on this bill and what
the minister says here. The IRC will look at the
definition, which says the employer decides or
certifies; it does not say on what basis. I look
forward to the minister explaining during the
third-reading debate how the provision will work
and why the employee would not be disadvantaged.

I well recall being in Darwin at a Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee meeting when the then
Leader of the Opposition, now the Premier, Jeff
Kennett, said that if he won an election he would

The opposition will not oppose the bill, but I support
the reasoned amendment.
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - As the
Leader of the Opposition has indicated, by and large
there is support for the bill from both sides of the
house. A good deal of the bill relates to
adntinistrative matters and, as the Leader of the
Opposition has said, a good deal of it makes the
administration of superannuation more efficient and
more likely to be predictable. The government is
pleased to have his support.
The issue that concerns Mr Theophanous relates not
so much to the definition of retrenchment but to the
amendment of that definition which certifies that a
person has been retrenched for the purposes of the
Local Authorities Superannuation Act and whether
the decision now will become that of the employer
rather than of the superannuation fund.
In this area the decision will become that of the
employer, as applies in many other areas under state
government-related superannuation schemes. There
is no lack of precedent on this issue. The
retrenchment decision is already made by the
employer for many people working in various state
government areas. The definition of retrenchment
which is included as an amendment to the Local
Authorities Superannuation Act is consistent with
existing practice.
I can only presume that if there have been any
problems with the definition of retrenchment they
have been resolved by all the employees who work
in the other organisations that adopt what has been
recommended here today.
We know what a retrenchment is not. It is not a
voluntary departure package, because where a VDP
is offered the people who agree to this - the
employer and those to whom the package is
offered - agree to apply for a resignation benefit,
which is not a retrenchment benefit at all. By
definition the arrangements that exist in a VDP are
the result of agreement between the employer and
the employee. If an employee gets what we
euphemistically call a targeted separation benefit the heave-ho - he or she is entitled to a
retrenchment benefit. What is happening in this
case, and what the government is seeking, is that the
entity managing the operation rather than its
superannuation fund will make the decision about
whether a retrenchment occurred. In some
privatisation situations it is proper and responsible
for the employer to make a decision where a person
is working in the same job at the same desk in the
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same office and leaves one entity on the Friday and
begins work for a new entity on the Monday, about
whether or not retrenchment occurs.
I do not think there is any precedential problem in
handling the issue of a retrenchment, because it is
well established. The government's intention in this
matter is quite clear: there is no reduction in benefit
because under the other types of separation there is
a requirement for agreement between the parties. If
that is the only concern the Leader of the Opposition
has I hope and expect it to be quietened by the fact
that it is already a well-established practice and that
it in no way cuts across the other existing separation
arrangements.
I understand the matter has been discussed with the
relevant trade unions. It is not surprising that they
were reluctant to agree to a situation where people
covered by the Local Authorities Superannuation
Act are offered the prospect of holding onto their
jobs after a privatisation while retaining the windfall
of being able to claim retrenchment benefits.
Obviously it is not only a question of what is
beneficial to the employee. The issue is what is fair
and reasonable and what is a responsible position
for the state to adopt in these matters. As an
overriding responsibility we need to protect the
revenue and the taxpayers of Victoria.
The change affecting the Local Authorities
Superannuation Act merely brings superannuation
arrangements in line with the arrangements the
government has with similar bodies. It will not act to
penalise employees in any intended way; it will not
take away any reasonable expectation of a benefit
that flows from a privatisation or voluntary
departure package or that is the consequence of a
targeted separation benefit. If people have concerns
about particular retrenchments and believe they are
being treated unfairly they will have access, as does
everybody else, to the government's Employee
Relations Commission. I can see no change in the
practice and no threat to the employee.

If this is the only concern members of the opposition
have and they support the rest of the bill- which is
another advantageous progression in the way the
government administers superannuation in this
state - I have much pleasure in supporting the bill
and opposing the reasoned amendment as
unnecessary .
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House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):
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we are changing - if there is any change - is who
is responsible for determining whether retrenchment
has taken place.

Ayes, 28
Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs (Teller)
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Or
Smith,Mr
Smith,Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Or
Wilding, Mrs (Teller)

Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R.
de Fegely, Mr

Noes, 8
Eren,Mr
Gould, Miss (Teller)

Nguyen,Mr
Power,Mr

MeLean, Mrs (Teller)

Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr

Nardella, Mr

Pairs
Pu1ien, Mr

Birrell,Mr
Knowies, Mr

Hogg,Mrs

Aunendmentnegatived.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) By leave, I move:
Tbat this bill be now read a third time.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - It is under the
definitions!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not accept it is a
definition at all because in the real world the
question of whether a retrenchment has taken place
is a matter of fact.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - It is under the
definitions in the bill.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I understand your
point, but I am responding that it does not change
the definition of 'retrenchment' in the real world; it
changes the responsibility for determining whether
it has taken place. The bill provides that the
employer accepts responsibility for determining
whether retrenchment has taken place. That
provision applies currently in a number of public
sector superannuation funds and it works extremely
well. I make the point that no genuinely retrenched
person will be disadvantaged by the provision. On
that basis, it is a matter of regret that not everybody
acknowledged the need to amend the legislation. At
the end of the process it became clear that we would
have to agree to differ.
When an employer makes a judgment that is clearly
inconsistent with the facts and someone is
disadvantaged by that process, that person will have
full recourse to the law. I understand there is a
precedent for this because there are issues now
before the Industrial Relations Commission on that
precise issue. All we are saying is that members of
the funds that are now being brought into line will
be required to run through exactly the same
conditions and processes.

I seek the indulgence of the house to make a few
comments in response to Mr Theophanous. I thank
him for outlining the opposition's support for most
of the amendments contained in the bill and for
acknowledging that most of the issues had been
resolved with the stakeholders prior to the bill
coming to Parliament.

I go back to the point that the bill tries to address: we
are contending with a windfall gain and in many
cases it appears that that is at a cost to other
members of the fund. We cannot pretend it is not
happening. I make the point again that no genuinely
retrenched person will be disadvantaged in the
future by the changes contained in the legislation.

It is a matter of regret to me that we were not able to
resolve the issue of the application of retrenchment. I
do not agree with Mr Theophanous's notion that we
are changing the definition of 'retrenchment'. What

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
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Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Sitting suspended 12.57 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.

ARTS INSTITUTIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 December; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology).
Hon. M. M. GOULD <Doutta Galla) - The
opposition will not oppose the passage of the bill.
However, I move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof 'this bill be withdrawn and
redrafted to include a commitment to community
ownership of Victoria's three cultural institutions and
their assets, provision for a proper selection process for
board members of the State Library, the state Museum
and the National Gallery of Victoria, and the inclusion
of checks and balances on direct ministerial
intervention in the management of the institutions'.

The bill will corporatise the State Library of Victoria,
the Museum of Victoria and the National Gallery of
Victoria. Those three institutions are the custodians
of the cultural history of Victoria in its own right and
as part of Australia. All Victorians should be proud
of the State Library of Victoria. In its role as one of
Australia's best research and reference libraries it
allows the public to access the state's heritage and
should never be taken away from the community.
The library should always remain the property of all
Victorians as a government-funded free library.
The Museum of Victoria was established in 1983 to
develop the former science and natural history
museum and is administered pursuant to the
Museums Act. The city museum is a terrific place to
visit and overseas visitors I have taken through it
have thoroughly enjoyed the experience. On many
occasions I have taken my daughter and her friends
to Scienceworks, the science and technology
museum at Spotswood. Scienceworks is as
interesting for adults as it is for children, and I
always enjoy the activities there.
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The National Gallery of Victoria was established in
1861. Its prime role is to maintain and develop
Victoria's art collection. The number of people
attending exhibitions of the special collections the
gallery from time to time procures from around the
world has at times exceeded the number attending
football matches. The gallery has a great reputation
and is enjoyed by many Victorians.
Because the library, museum and gallery are the
custodians of our history and heritage and belong to
each and every Victorian it is appropriate that the
highest level of public accountability should apply
to their management. For that reason the opposition
has concerns about the changes the government is
proposing in the bill. Although the opposition
supports improved financial management of these
assets and streamlining of their general management
and operations, the bill takes away their public
accountability and places them under the direct
control of the Premier in his role as Minister for the
Arts.
The government has introduced the bill with little or
no public debate. There was nothing in the
government's pre-election policy on the arts about
the corporatisation that will occur if the bill is passed
and the government made no mention of it in its
response to the Auditor-General's special report on
the arts and the government's Arts 21 strategy. The
opposition's reasoned amendment asks that the bill
be withdrawn and redrafted to include a
commitment to community ownership of Victoria's
three cultural assets - the State Library of Victoria,
the Museum of Victoria and the National Gallery of
Victoria.
The opposition believes the best way to ensure the
protection of our heritage is to have our museums,
art galleries and libraries in the ownership of the
community. Corporatisation is the first stage of
privatisation. However, at this stage the government
has not said these three institutions are on the
privatisation agenda, and it is therefore appropriate
for the government to make a commitment to the
community that ownership of the institutions will
remain in the hands of the community.
The bill amends the acts under which the three
institutions are administered to provide that their
boards are subject to the direction and control of the
appropriate minister, who in this case is also the
Premier. The opposition's reasoned amendment
seeks to include a proper selection process for the
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members of those boards. The current act gives the
minister a general power of direction and control,
but the bill removes the word 'general' and gives the
minister - that is, the Premier - total control of the
direction of the board.
All honourable members know that the arts
community is renowned for free expression,
creativity and artistic performance without
censorship. We must ensure that freedom is
maintained. The bill will allow the Minister for the
Arts to direct even our libraries to become
self-funding, to start charging fees or to sell off some
of our rare books. The removal of the word 'general'
means the minister - in this case, the Premier will have the power of direction and will be able to
direct the institutions to sell off rare books or our
very extensive art collection in Australia or overseas.
The opposition and the arts community are
concerned about the possibility of censorship and
government interference in the arts.
The minister will appoint board members, and those
appointments will be on the basis of expertise, which
will be as defined by the minister. One could
question whether the minister has the necessary
expertise in the arts field to nominate as board
members people with the appropriate expertise. It is
appropriate that the members of the boards
represent a broad section of the community, and
their appointment should follow a selection process
that has been undertaken by a panel.
Another issue of concern is the proposed change to
the pecuniary interests provisions. The bill does not
restrict a member of a board from employing
someone who is a family member or from
commisSioning or contracting out some work or
project to a family member. The bill will not require
board members to make public at the outset that a
job could be contracted out to a family member.
Such interests are not required to be declared.
Members of boards will have the power to hire and
fire and enter into contracts that will invest funds
and to make decisions that will affect our public
assets. Therefore the strictest conflict-of-interest
provisions should apply.
An article that appeared in the Australian of
Tuesday, 3 December is headed 'Board reshuffle
gives Kennett greater control'. The article lists a
number of issues of concern to people in the arts
industry. It outlines the changes in the bill, including
the fact that fees will be paid to board members who
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previously held honorary positions, and points out
that travel and personal expenses will be paid. It
refers to a concern that staff currently employed
under the Public Sector Management Act will be
covered by the new legislation and notes also that
the Victorian arts advisory boards will be expanded.
The article says also that the bill proposes that:
The word' general' be deleted from sections of the State
Library, National Gallery of Victoria and Museum of
Victoria acts relating to government direction of the
institutions to read that the institutions' councils are
'subject to the direction and control of the minister'.

The article states another concern in the following
terms:
Existing staff will be transferred, 'on approval by the
minister', to the management of the institution on the
same terms and conditions as at present. However,
endorsing the bill's second reading in Parliament,
Kennett said that in time 'enterprise agreement
schemes will replace existing terms and conditions'.

The article says further:
With the changes giving Kennett more direct power to
instruct the institutions' policies and activities,
combined with his views expressed in an interview in
last Saturday's Weekend Australian that de-accessioning
of the gallery collection is all but a foregone conclusion,
concern is being expressed by some of the art
community and gallery staff for the preservation of the
collection, promoted as 'the greatest in the Southern
Hemisphere'.

As I said, the article highlights the concerns about
removal of the word 'general' in relation to the
minister's discretion. It raises concerns also that staff
will be transferred from working under the
provisions of the Public Sector Management Act to
those of the proposed legislation. The opposition
shares those concerns as well as the concern that the
minister could direct the board to sell off books or
art collections that have been established over many
years.

I reiterate that the opposition has concerns about the
changes to the pecuniary interest provisions because
a board member will not have to declare an interest
if a job is commissioned to a family member on the
ground that it is not a direct pecuniary interest.
Because we are dealing with such historically
valuable institutions in our community, it is
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appropriate that the strictest conflict of interest
standards apply to board members.
The opposition is asking that the bill be withdrawn
so that those concerns can be addressed. The bill
makes a number of other changes that I have
indicated the opposition does not oppose but raises
the concerns I have outlined - that is, about
censorship and pecuniary interest and that the
control of the three major arts institutions will be
under the direct control of the Minister for the Arts,
who is currently the Premier. As to the fears
expressed about corporatisation, it should be made
quite clear by the government that it has no
intention of selling off the major assets that belong to
the community of Victoria. For those reasons I have
moved the reasoned amendment while indicating
support for other parts of the bill.
Hon. I. J. COVER (Geelong) - I have great
pleasure in supporting the Arts Institutions
(Amendment) Bill. At the same time I oppose the
reasoned amendment moved by the opposition. At
the outset I will allay the concerns of Miss Gould by
emphasising that it is a good thing the Premier is in
charge of this area, because he is the Minister for the
Arts. There is nothing better than having a minister
who is charged with responsibility for an area
having control of that area. Miss Gould is concerned
about the minister being in control; I can assure her
that the Premier is the minister with responsibility
for the arts and he will be in control of the arts.
In my short time in this place and as a member of
the coalition arts committee I have been delighted to
visit the organisations and meet the people who
make up Victoria's vibrant arts community.
Mrs McLean says she has not seen me in those
places, but I assure her that I have been moving
among the arts community and the audiences who
support the shows, whether they be musicals or
theatrical or dance performances. I have also visited
the institutions that round out the arts world such as
the art galleries, museums and libraries. As pointed
out by Miss Gould, there is more to life than the art
that is performed by the footballers who play for the
Cats at Kardinia Park or anyone playing at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.
The bill is about the major arts institutions of
Victoria - that is, the State library of Victoria, the
National Gallery of Victoria and the Museum of
Victoria. What great buildings they are, spanning
the 19th and 20th centuries. The national gallery was
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established in the previous century but in its
physical form it is the youngest, having been opened
in the 196Os. The state library dates from the middle
of last century, when the great Sir Edmund Barry
played a major part in its establishment. The same
building now houses the Museum of Victoria, which
now is off to the new site in Carlton under a
$250 million rebuilding plan introduced by the
coalition government.
In turn, the State Library will expand into a space
previously occupied by the museum. Down the
road, the National Gallery of Victoria is another
major project. The government will open up that
building to the public. However, I should point out
that the gallery has already been opened up to the
people in dollar terms by abolishing the entrance fee
to the permanent collection. Attendance figures have
exceeded all expectations as a result of that move.
That proves the people of Victoria regard the gallery
as their gallery, as they do the library and the
museum, and quite rightly so. Those institutions
belong to the people of Victoria and that will never
change.
What is changing is the governance of those three
institutions. Quite simply, they will be able to run
their own affairs but with the appropriate checks
and balances that are a hallmark of this government.
The councils that will replace the advisory boards of
the museum and library will have a broader role to
play than their predecessors. For a start, they will
provide their own staff, as is currently done by the
Geelong Performing Arts Centre and the Victorian
Arts Centre. Those two institutions have been doing
it for some time, so it is not new. This is not to say
that the advisory boards that are to be abolished
have not made valuable contributions to the
development and care of their respective
institutions. That fact is recognised in the
second-reading speech where it says:
The government is grateful for the many long hours of
hard work undertaken on a voluntary basis by the
members of the boards over past years.

However, times change and so do the
responsibilities that go with seeking to make these
institutions the pacesetters for the next century. As a
government we must attract the best people to do
the job and they, in turn, must be provided with the
appropriate organisational structure in which to
work. That is precisely what the bill does. Victoria is
the pacesetter in the arts. Interest in and support for
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the arts continues to grow at a great pace. Much of it
is due to the vision and direction of the government
and the funding provided by it.

handling of the baton was marginally ahead of his
handling of the football - he didn't drop the baton!
The performance was enjoyed by the crowd of 1000.

The recent Melbourne International Festival of the
Arts attracted record audiences and was a fitting
finale for Leo Schofield's three years at the helm as
artistic director. My praise for the festival was
recorded in the Age - someone pointed out to me
that it was in there - whereupon it was picked up
and critidsed by the enfant terrible of the arts scene,
Barrie Kosky. I have purposefully avoided
responding to Mr Kosky, but I might change my
mind in a moment.

Perhaps Billy with the baton would not be Barrie
Kosky's cup of tea, but in talking of Barrie and cups
of tea I will share with the house a story of a dance
production passed on to me by the honourable
member for Malvern in another place. I will try to be
as delicate as possible in describing this
performance. Suffice it to say that at one point on
stage there was a mock-up of a cow. A naked man
pranced onto the stage behind the cow. He reached
into an opening under the cow's tail and removed a
tiara which he placed on his head. He reached in
again and pulled out an oversized cup and saucer,
then proceeded to sit on stage and sip from the cup,
which just goes to show that there is something for
everyone in the arts in Victoria.

The cultural and artistic growth of Victoria is not
confined to Melbourne - or Metro, as Mr Nardella
boomed out in an earlier debate today. I will now
take you on a country tour of the arts. In the
electorate I share with Mr Hartigan there is the
Geelong Performing Arts Centre under the
management of Sue Hunt. Her enthusiastic team
presents theatre and music for all walks of life.
Across the road from that centre is the Geelong Art
Gallery where Susie Shears and her staff look after a
marvellous collection as well as visiting exhibitions.
The recent exhibition of Eugene von Guerard's
'View of Geelong' was an outstanding success and
pulled huge crowds. The latest addition to the arts
precinct is the Court House project located in the old
Geelong court complex. It is described as an
Australian first - and pOSSibly a world first - as a
venue for youth arts. The Court House was partly
funded by the state government through the
Community Support Fund to the tune of
approximately $493 000. I was pleased to attend its
opening by the Governor-General of Australia, along
with Mr Hartigan and our colleagues from the other
place.
The Geelong Chamber Orchestra completed its 1996
season last month with a concert in the Great Hall at
the Deakin University W oolstores campus, which is
well known to government members as the site of
the recent Liberal State Coundl meeting. We did a
lot of talking there, but to experience the Great Hall
at its finest I recommend that members hear some
music being performed there. The acoustics are
regarded by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra as
better than those in the Melbourne Concert Hall.
Wendy Brooks is the energetic leader of the chamber
orchestra. For its final concert she enlisted the
services of Geelong footballer Billy Brownless as
guest conductor for one part of the program. Billy's

Hon. M. A. Birrell - And we sponsored it!
Hon. I. J. COVER - Miss Gould was concerned
about censorship of the arts. That show went ahead
without any censorship at all, and I have been able
to provide you with an account of it. Likewise, the
State Library, the National Gallery of Victoria and
the Museum of Victoria are for everyone, and they
will continue to be for everyone and provide even
greater service into the 21st century. I have great
pleasure in supporting the bill, and I oppose the
reasoned amendment moved by the opposition.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Taxation: rates
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Finance to Friday's Australian Bureau of
Statistics report on taxation in Australia. Is it not a
fact that for the third year in a row Victoria is the
highest taxing state in Australia and that the
government is the biggest taxing state government
in Australia's history in per capita terms?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I t
would be very unwise of me to deny something that
was actually published by way of public comment in
the budget documents. We have long since
acknowledged that Victoria is the highest taxing
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state in Australia, and we have gone to some lengths
to explain to the Victorian community why that is
so. Just in case Miss Gould has forgotten the basket
case the coalition government inherited in 1992, let
me remind her of the terrible legacy left by the Labor
government.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You have had four and a
half years.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Nobody needs to be
reminded of the $33 billion debt, which was growing.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Was it?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, it was - at a rate of
at least $2.5 billion a year, if for no other reason than
the hole left in the budget, which we also inherited.
Some $2.5 billion was being added to the debt just to
stand still. To that could be added a bureaucracy
bloated by anyone's description and, the creme de la
creme, a credit rating that was the embarrassment of
the entire nation. We did not even meet the
standards of most of the nations on the South
American continent, much less compare favourably
with any nation in our region.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Absolute rubbish!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - It is rubbish to think we
could somehow have fixed that overnight with a
snap of our fingers. That illustrates why the Labor
government has been denigrated for its actions
while at the helm of state. I am happy to answer the
question: I am happy to acknowledge that we are
still finding our way through the effects of that
terrible legacy.
Let the record show the progress that has been made
in just four and a half years. I thank Mr Nardella for
reminding everyone how long it is since we saw the
last of his terrible Labor tribe. Let the record show
that the debt has come down by almost half to less
than $20 billion. Even by Mr Nardella's standards
the budget is now in sustainable balance. To that can
be added the fact that one in four public servants are
no longer on the direct payroll and that we have
already recovered our credit rating by at least two
points. We are on track back to where we know we
belong - that is, with a AAA credit rating - no
thanks to anyone sitting on that side of the chamber.
I am happy to again put on the record, just as we did
in the budget documents for all to see, that the next
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priority of the Kennett government is to move on the
state's tax structure. We know we have some work
to do to get to the immediate target of being
equivalent to New South Wales, but the
commitment is clear. We will achieve that, and by
then perhaps some of the pain and hurt left by the
lost tribe of the Labor Party will have diminished. It
is appropriate to remind people of the terrible sorts
of outcomes there would be if ever they thought of
going back to Labor.

Gas and Fuel towers
Hon. PHILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - Will the
Minister for Finance advise the house of the progress
in demolishing the former Gas and Fuel towers?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am delighted to report a great outcome regarding
the demolition of the Gas and Fuel towers and to
have the opportunity to highlight one of the great
success stories in the construction industry in 1996. I
am sure those members of the chamber who are
young enough not to remember Flinders Street
without those towers will acknowledge that the vista
that is now re-emerging is little short of
breathtaking! It says something about public taste
that buildings can go from being icons to eyesores in
only 30 years. However, there is absolutely no doubt
that Melbourne and Victoria are the big winners
now that we are clear to redevelop the area over the
train tracks as part of Federation Square.
The demolition contract is remarkable given that it
was signed off only in March this year and that the
work commenced in April - eight months ago. The
contract was awarded to Delta Demolition following
the vacation of the premises by the Gas and Fuel
Corporation. CMR was appointed as the manager to
oversee what we all acknowledge was a large task.
One of the important features of the contract
involved reserving the integrity of the rail system
immediately beneath the building and ensuring the
safety of the public using the footpath and accessing
the adjoining station.
The numbers in the contract are dramatic, and I will
quote a few for the chamber's benefit. It is estimated
that the work has involved the removal of about
1.5 million bricks, 28 000 tonnes of concrete,
7000 square metres of glass and 29 000 square metres
of ceiling tiles. The buildings have been demolished
with no days lost to industrial disputes and
absolutely minimal interruption to the traffic and
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pedestrian flows in the area. It is a very good
outcome, indeed.
The best part - the bit I like as Minister for
Finance - is that the project is on time and on
budget. Less than a week ago I approved the
expansion of the existing project to incorporate the
demolition of the remainder of the plaza area. The
project manager, CMR, has been asked to prepare
detailed specifications for the work with the
objective of its being undertaken concurrently with
the final stages of the demolition of the towers. We
expect both components to be completed in April
1997.

I am pleased to place on the record my appreciation
of the way CMR, Delta Demolition and all the
workers have gone about their task. The result is the
revealing of an attractive vista for the enjoyment of
the residents of and visitors to Melbourne. lhis is a
great capital city, and the demolition of those towers
is a fwther step towards the Premier's vision of a
unique city square. I suggest it is a great result for all
Victorians.

Dental services: co-payments
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I ask
the Minister for Health whether the government is
proposing to charge a co-payment for public dental
services next year and whether there will be any
charges for children in the school dental health
system?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
was hoping to get a question on this today. I have
previously advised the house that the government
has been looking at restructuring public dental
services in Victoria following the commonwealth
government's decision to cease funding the
commonwealth dental health program. Its cessation
at the end of December this year will represent a loss
of something like $28 million a year - or about
40 per cent of the total funding for public dental
services. I have previously expressed my concern
about the withdrawal of that funding leading to
public dental services becoming just emergency
services with a heavy emphasis on extractive work
and no emphasis on restorative work.
Dental Services Victoria has undertaken a review of
its service and structure involving my parliamentary
colleague the honourable member for Malvern in
another place, as well as the Dental Advisory
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Committee. As a result of the work a number of
priorities have been established. One is to maintain
an emphasis on preventative work. That will be
done by extending the operation of the school dental
program to cover years 7 and 8. A co-payment for
children whose parents are not concession card
holders will be introduced because approximately
50 per cent of schoolchildren already have regular
contact with private dentists. Therefore, there has
been an element of duplication in that area. The
co-payment will be $25 per course for children
whose parents do not hold health concession cards,
up to a maximum of $100 per family per year. The
new arrangement will start from March next year.
Hon. T. E. Eren - What if they have six kids?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I said there will be a
maximum of $100 per family. That is the point of a
maximum. There will be no co-payment for families
with concession cards. Adults requiring access to
emergency care will be charged a $20 up-front fee.
All adults requiring general restorative work will
pay a minimum of $20 and a maximum of $80 per
course of care from April next year. All adults will
pay 25 per cent of the Department of Veterans
Affairs fee scale for dentures and 30 per cent for
specialist work.
The government has not readily embraced the
introduction of co-payment, but it is the only way to
raise the funds to compensate for the withdrawal of
commonwealth funding while still maintaining the
comprehensive community dental service. It is
structured in such a way that there will be a priority
on preventative work. There has been a Significant
reduction in the incidence of dental disease as a
result of preventative work. The government will
focus on the delivery of restorative work rather than
a service that operates as an emergency service. It
will be structured in such a way as to restrict the
blow-out in waiting times, which was the other
possibility.
Next week the details will be available in brochure
form so they can be made freely available. From
tomorrow a hotline will operate on Melbourne
9341 0239 to provide more detailed information. The
changes will be publicised through the service. It
will be structured in such a way as to accommodate
the changes and keep its broad focus. Of course,
ongoing provision of training and education
facilities for dentists will continue.
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Although the government failed to persuade the
commonwealth to maintain its involvement in a
community dental program, the changes it has made
will ensure there will not be the dire consequences
that would have occurred if the changes I have
outlined had not been made.

Industrial relations: disputes
Hon. B. W. BISHOP (North Western) - Will the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
advise the house of the latest Australian Bureau of
Statistics data on industrial disputes in Australia?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am delighted to inform
the house that the latest Australian Bureau of
Statistics figures show that Victoria's level of
industrial disputation over the 12 months to August
is well below the national average and among the
lowest of all states. It is an outstanding outcome and
is one we welcome. It is a tribute to the industrial
relations climate operating within this state.
Victoria lost 112 working days per 1000 employees
compared with the national average of 139 working
days lost per 1000 employees. Victoria's
performance is particularly good viewed alongside
that of Queensland and New South Wales,
Australia's two worst performing states on
industrial disputation. Queensland recorded the
highest number of working days lost per
1000 employees at 164, almost equal to the working
days lost in New South Wales, at 162.
Under the old-style New South Wales industrial
relations system, the number of working days lost
due to industrial disputation has doubled in that
12-month period from 67 to 162. In the only area
where the Australian Labor Party fully controls the
industrial relations system, industrial disputation is
about the worst in the nation.
Under the Kennett government the industrial
climate has been better than the national average.
The level of industrial disputation has improved
strongly under this government compared with the
performance of the former Labor government. Let us
not forget that in the 12-month period ending
December 1992 the number of working days lost per
1000 employees was 359. Compare that with the
figure of 112 days lost under the Kennett
government for the period ending August 1996.
Those types of figures completely contradict the
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statements made by the Leader of the OppOSition,
Mr Theophanous.
Government Members - Where is he?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - That is a fair question.
We wonder where Mr Theophanous is. During my
14 years in this place I have never known the Leader
of the Opposition to refuse to attend question time.
It is totally unprecedented for the Leader of the
Labor Party not to turn up.
Question time is a period when the government is
meant to be called to account, but Mr Theophanous
has not even come into the chamber. The Labor
Party is in turmoil and is racked by internal
bitterness and hatred. The rancour within the
parliamentary party is unprecedented. We know
that on Sunday the state secretary of the Socialist
Left faction, Gavin Jennings, has called a full and
formal meeting of the faction - Hon. D. A. Nardella - On a point of order,
Mr President, the question was quite specific and
concerned ABS figures. The Leader of the
Government is not speaking on the question but on
other areas. I ask you to bring him back to the
question.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The question dealt
with industrial relations. Mr Nardella knows only
too well that the normal rule is that it is up to the
minister how he answers the question, but his
answer must be apposite. The minister is adding
some embellishments to his answer, but I am sure he
is about to wind up his remarks.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - Thank you, Mr Nardella,
for your help. Mr Nardella pays more land tax than
anyone else in this chamber. This fraudulent, rich
Toorak landlord comes in here and poses as a Labor
battler. What a little con artist!
The Labor Party cannot speak with any credibility
because its frontbench does not turn up for question
time and its backbench members are a pack of idiots!
The government can point out the statistics on
industrial relations and show that the poorest
performer is the Carr Labor government and the top
performer - ahead of the national average - is the
Kennett coalition government. The Kennett
government is achieving these things, not the class
traitors opposite. Our industrial relations policy is
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right because we have got the industrial relations
climate right. We have proved we can get the results.

rightful place as the Leader of the Opposition in this
chamber.

When Theo Theophanous is knifed by the Socialist
Left on Sunday and removed from the leadership of
the Labor Party in this place next week, the public
will finally know about the turmoil you lot are going
through. You hate each other; you are ridden with
the hatred and bitterness that were typical of the
Labor Party in the 196Os. That has come back to
haunt you, now! Theo Theophanous has not even
turned up to face the music. You know he is on the
way out.

Roads: rural proj eets

The good thing about this is that it publicly
demonstrates where you are. The Labor Party is in
the worst position it has been in since the Second
World War. Labor is pulling itself apart. You lot will
have to wear it, because the way you put people like
Mr Nardella into this place will keep you in
opposition forever!

South Gippsland Highway
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I refer the
Minister for Roads and Ports to the efforts of the
South Gippsland Shire Council to have the South
Gippsland Highway recognised by the government
as a major artery for tourism and agriculture and to
therefore have the government urgently repair the
sections of the highway that are breaking up. Is this
yet another example of the Kennett government's
neglect of rural Victorians?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I am unaware of any official request by the
shire to have its road upgraded. Of course I will take
that into account, as I do all applications that come
to me from time to time regarding changes in road
categories. Following the debate earlier today on
road funding, one aspect of the coalition
government's record stands out clearly. Rural
Victoria continues to get a fair deal from the
government, whereas it never received anything like
a fair deal from the former Labor government.

I close by wishing the Honourable Pat Power well
on the weekend. I inform him that the car will be his
on 20 February or some time around then.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - No, next Tuesday.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - He will have it a lot
sooner, then. We look forward to seeing him in his

Hon. S. de C. WILDING (Chelsea) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports please advise the house
about the roadworks taking place over the
Christmas period?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank the honourable member for her
question. In the December edition of Royal Auto the
RACV published a brief article alerting motorists to
the roadworks that would be carried out in country
areas during December and January. Unfortunately,
members of the media, as they are apt to do from
time to time, misreported and misrepresented the
pOSition outlined in the Royal Auto article.

I know it is unusual to say it, but this state
experiences some wet weather. In fact, last winter
was the second wettest winter in history, and as a
result a lot of Better Roads programs have been
delayed. The weather is traditionally much better in
summer, and, as members will know, December and
January have the best of it. They are good months
for building roads - but that is also the time when a
lot of people go on holidays. We examined the
matter to see how we could improve the situation
for holiday-makers travelling on roads that are
under construction or being maintained.
Firstly, we will ensure that a lot of the maintenance
work is done at night to avoid unnecessary delays
during the day. We will also ensure that wherever
possible drivers will have access to the roads which
are being maintained or on which new work is being
completed on the peak days over the Christmas and
new year period to minimise any disruption. We are
also putting up a number of signs to warn motorists
well in advance that roadworks are taking place, and
those roadworks will be listed in the newspapers of
the regional and country areas that are affected.
For the benefit of all Victorians we have also
established the Journey Line, which will be available
seven days a week, 24 hours a day, to advise
motorists of the locations of roadworks and whether
there are any delays due to those roadworks or to
road accidents in the same way as people ring up to
find out whether aeroplane flights are delayed.
People will get a great deal of information from the
service.
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I will list the location of some of the roadworks: the
Western Highway at Kaniva, a Better Roads project;
the McIvor Highway at Bendigo, a Better Roads
project; the Westemport Highway at Cranboume, a
Better Roads project; the Goulbum Valley Highway
at Wunghnu, a Better Roads project; the Princes
Highway from Yarragon to Trafalgar, a Better Roads
project; the Great Ocean Road, a Better Roads
project; and the Great Alpine Road, a Better Roads
project. They are some of the projects that will be
worked on over Christmas and the new year.
I encourage members who will be travelling
throughout Victoria on some of the best roads in
Australia to use the opportunity to get information
on 131170-Hon. I. J. Cover - That number again?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - 131170. I tried to think of
a jingle, but I could not put the words to it! I
encourage the public to utilise the service, which is a
first for us. We are trying very hard to make sure
that those who travel on our roads over Christmas
and the new year reach their destinations safely and
in comfort.

Gas industry: privatisation
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Finance to the Collins Hill
Consulting Group report on the privatisation of the
gas industry, which was commissioned by his
department. Is it not the case that the report
recommended against breaking up and privatising
Gas and Fuel? Will the minister release the report to
the public?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am at somewhat of a disadvantage, given that I am
not directly responsible for either the Gas and Fuel
or privatisation. They are both issues that fall
directly within the responsibility of the Treasurer.
While we share the portfolio, I am not familiar on a
day-to-day basis with issues that clearly fall on the
other side of the line. However, I make the following
point. Given the dimension of the privatisation
program and its importance to the people of
Victoria, I do not think the honourable member
would be surprised to learn that we take advice
from many quarters. I am also sure he would not be
surprised to learn that that advice is not absolutely
similar in every aspect.

The honourable member is right to suspect that we
canvassed the issue widely. I am not aware of the
status of the report he refers to, but I will pass on his
request to the Treasurer, who is directly responsible.

Immunisation
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - I ask a
question of the Minister for Health, having been
impressed with his detailed response to the question
asked by Mrs McLean on dental services. His grasp
of detail and specifics was such that I ask the
minister to detail to the house the improvements to
immunisation services undertaken by the
government - if it is not too much trouble!
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Immunisation is an important subject because it is
the single most cost-effective public health
intervention measure we can undertake. As a
community we often underestimate its importance.
In recent years the urgency with which the
community viewed the issue of immunisation has
eased somewhat.
As this is Immunisation Week, it enables us to focus
public attention on the importance of immunisation.
It is possible to prevent the spread of diseases such
as measles, whooping cough, rubella and tetanus,
which cause serious illness and sometimes death.
Although diphtheria and polio are under control in
Australia, they are rampant overseas and it is
therefore important that we maintain our protective
immunisation program.
The matter is also of interest and concern to the
federal Minister for Health and Family Services,
Or Wooldridge. Under the National Orildhood
Immunisation program the commonwealth and the
states have set targets by the year 2000 of trying to
ensure that 90 per cent of two-year-olds are covered
by the standard vaccination schedule for all diseases
and almost universal coverage of school-age entry
for diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, polio, measles,
mumps and rubella. It also calls for near-universal
coverage of girls and boys under 17 years of age for
measles, mumps and rubella.
This issue is of interest and concern not only to

young people but also to all adults, who should be
encouraged to have 1D-year boosters to maintain
their immunisation. The government is concerned to
increase the immunisation of older people,
particularly for influenza. It has also made a
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commitment to provide free inoculation for people
over the age of 70 years from influenza which will
become a reality this year.
To increase the level of immunisation the
government has funded a number of mobile vans
which will make it easier for parents, children and
individuals to be immunised. The first of them,
launched this week, will cover the western region.
The other three will be operating by the middle of
next year in both metropolitan Melbourne and rural
Victoria to try to provide a more comprehensive
coverage.
I encourage all members to promote the issue in
their local areas because it is a way of drawing to the
attention of people the importance of immunisation
and the need for them to take action. It is one of
those issues which can easily be overlooked.
Although the immunisation program has been
around for some time, because we do not have as
many outbreaks of serious illnesses as we had in the
past, we tend to assume that we are protected, when
the reality is that we are not. Although there is a
small risk associated with immunisation, that risk is
infinitesimal when compared with the effects of
those diseases in the absence of immunisation.

This is an issue of importance to the government and
I encourage all honourable members to publicise it
and provide greater community coverage of
immunisation.

Gas and Fuel: privatisation
Hon. T. E. EREN (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Finance to yesterday's announcement
by the Treasurer that the Gas and Fuel is to be sold
off by the government and I ask: will the minister
confirm that the sale means the end of uniform
tariffs for rural Victoria, including West Gippsland?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) The issue raised. by the privatisation of Gas and Fuel
services is hardly a new one. It goes directly to the
issues we debated in the chamber in respect of
electricity. I do not know whether it would serve any
great purpose by debating the question of relativities
of tariffs in the future because I am not sure whether
anyone can claim there is a uniform tariff now.

If Mr Eren addressed his question to some of my
constituents who rely on bottled gas, he would find
they would love to have the notion of uniform tariffs
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and to enjoy the charges that are available to people
in the metropolitan area.
I can say with great certainty to the Victorian
community - for no reason other than the
experience of what is happening in the power
industry - that we look forward to a reduction in
tariffs across the board. The prospect of the
distribution of natural gas to Victorians generally is
much greater now as a result of the government's
far-sighted and brave decisions about utilities
generally. With the advent of competition into the
energy industry generally we can look forward to a
much better service and outcome for all consumers
across the state.
I have no doubt the initiatives taken by the Kennett
government in the energy industry will be viewed
with some envy by the governments of other states. I
am sure South Australian consumers would love to
have the advantages that are being offered to
Victorians for gas - and I think the same may well
apply in New South Wales.
We can have an interesting debate about the
relativities of tariffs, but I am sure no-one will be
fooled by that - it is a red herring. As a result of
some far-sighted policy decisions by this
government Victorian consumers can look forward
to the reduction of the cost of gas in the future.

Grand prix: economic effects
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - Given
that this is the last question without notice for 1996
in this house I thought we should start focusing on
the new year, specifically the 1997 Australian
Formula One Grand Prix to be held in March in my
electorate of Monash Province. Will the Minister for
Small Business advise the house of any steps being
taken to assist local small businesses in my electorate
to take advantage of the economic benefits of the
1997 grand prix?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank Mr Katsambanis for his interest
in business in Monash Province, as I share both his
province and interest in small business. Honourable
members would be aware that earlier this year I
established a task force to look at ways of
maximising the opportunities of small
businesses - Hon. T. E. Eren - Did he chair the task force?
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Hon. LOUISE ASHER - No. The task force was
chaired by the Honourable Wendy Smith, and it
induded representatives of traders and the cities of
Stonnington and Port Phillip, as well as a range of
additional people. I asked the task force to
recommend ways for local small business to gain
benefits from the grand prix without jeopardising
local amenity.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - I have a great deal of
pleasure today in releasing the report from the task
force. The economic benefits of the grand prix for
Victoria are in the order of $95.6 million. However,
there was anecdotal evidence that local small
businesses did not benefit as much as they were
expected to benefit from this year's grand prix. As a
result the task force embarked on an extensive
consultation process with small business and
business associations in the area. A questionnaire
was sent to 1600 small businesses in the cities of Port
Phillip and Stonnington and 223 responses were
rece:ved. Although I am sure the task force would
not claim it was a random sample, the results are
particularly instructive. The task force consulted
with a range of trader associations and the finding of
the task force was that the anecdotal evidence was
confumed by its results.
The findings of the task force fall into three
categories, the first of which was the perception of
the stringent and justified parking restrictions.
People thought the parking restrictions were more
severe than they were. Secondly, the public
transport system was ultra~ffective. Some 60 per
cent of the people who went to the grand prix used
public transport to get there. It was highly
successful, but it had ramifications for local small
business. Thirdly, the task force pointed to the
unfortunate impact of the protesters on business.
The task force reported that the protesters:
.,. hindered. nonnal trade and frightened some
bwinesses through publishing boycott lists. Traders
reported disruption to their business as a result of the
activities of protest groups and so were genuinely
concerned about publicly supporting the grand prix,
fearing diminished business.

It is a great shame that although people have the
right to protest peacefully - Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
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Hon. LOUISE ASHER - That was said by the
entire task force, including representatives of traders
and the Stonnington and Port Phillip councils. It is a
shame the protest action was reduced to
intimidating and preventing businesses from getting
their fair share of the grand prix trade.
However, the Smith task force report focuses on the
future and makes a number of recommendations,
one of which calls for greater information on parking
restrictions. Most importantly, the report says:
'" pro-active marketing initiatives by individual
shopping strips are fundamental.

The task force sees a clear role for local chambers of
commerce and business associations in ensuring the
local area is well placed to pick up additional trade
from next year's grand prix. The task force report
makes the basic point that increased trade will not
simply happen and that a strategy is needed. I refer
to page 14 of the report, which was released today:
... traders are now aware that additional business will
not naturally occur as a result of the presence of grand
prix crowds in the precinct. Medium and longer term
strategies are required to increase turnover. Business
organisations have commented that the 1996 grand prix
represented the unknown, that improvements would
be sought in 1997, and that by 1998 traders will
probably begin to get it righl

The task force report clearly points to the need for
business to put together a strategy to gain from next
year's grand prix. The report suggests an increase in
the number of street festivals and greater promotion
of the local area. I am pleased the Australian Grand
Prix Corporation has already promoted the local
area in its recently released passport tickets. The task
force report also comments on the need for better
and more signage.
I thank the task force, in particular Wendy Smith,
and the representatives of trader groups and the
Stonnington and Port Phillip councils for their
contributions. I congratulate all who made
submissions either through their local members or
direct to the task force. Ultimately, the message is
that a cooperative effort is needed to ensure that
local business gets a slice of the $95.6 million action
that will come with the grand prix to Monash
Province, which Mr Katsambanis and I represent. A
clear and direct strategy has been laid out, and I look
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forward to seeing the results associated with the
1997 grand prix.

ARTS INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - The
opposition does not oppose the bill, but it supports
the reasoned amendment. I have been involved with
the National Gallery of Victoria, the Museum of
Victoria and the State library of Victoria as a user
and enthusiast, and I have been the ACTU arts
representative on the Victorian Council for the Arts.
Not only was I involved with those institutions but
also with a lot of our other arts institutions as well.
I am concerned about the direction the government
is taking with regard to these institutions. The Arts
Institutions (Amendment) Bill corporatises the State
library of Victoria, the Museum of Victoria and the
National Gallery of Victoria. Without doubt these
institutions are the most important representations
of our cultural history.
The bill amends the libraries Act 1988, the
Museums Act 1983 and the National Gallery of
Victoria Act 1966 so that the boards are subject to the
direction and control of the Minister for the Arts.
The bill establishes a board of management for each
institution to be appointed by the minister currently the Honourable Jeff Kennett.
The qualifications for appointment to these boards
will be very wide. The board members will be paid
and their level of expertise or otherwise will be
determined by the Premier. There will be no need
for the Premier to consult an advisory committee or
any relevant representative group, as was spelt out
in the second-reading speech.

Wednesday, 11 December 1996

Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I know. These boards
will have the power to hire and fire staff, borrow
and invest funds and make decisions concerning the
collection and maintenance of public cultural assets.
The bill empowers the boards to employ staff under
their own acts rather than under the Public Sector
Management Act 1992. The end result in all areas
where corporatisation of public sector agencies is
concerned is that there will be fewer jobs, and often
the jobs that are maintained are the less skilled lower
paid jobs. The economic imperative that is used to
judge whether a corporatised agency is successful is
bound to consider a very narrow interpretation of
what is profitable.

In his second-reading speech the Premier admitted
that in time enterprise agreement schemes will
replace these terms and conditions. The people who
are vital to the protection of our collections in all
three institutions - the museum, the library and the
art gallery - are the highly qualified experts, the
dedicated staff who know the sections of the
collections they are entrusted with.
The curators of various art forms need a continuity
of care. For instance, the Asian collection in the
gallery is considered the best in the world and a vital
link in our multicultural history. The curators who
have been involved in the collection and protection
of this priceless asset are vital. If we are to follow the
corporatisation path we are likely to resort to
contract curators who are brought in to set up
special projects for display and subsequently leave.
In an interview with Sue McCulloch reported in the
Age on 30 November, the Premier flagged this sort of
approach when expressing his thoughts on paring
down the gallery collection. He said:
lbat's another thing that has to be done. You can't
hoard for the sake of hoarding. You've got to be
prepared to take the best pieces -

somebody is going to decide what they are -

In the case of the museum, the philistines who think
that interactive Disneyland concepts are more
valuable than static displays will presumably make
up the paid board members chosen for their
expertise.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Have you stopped to think
that philistines were fashionable once upon a time?

and present them properly, and then you've got to be
prepared to trade some of your other properties in
order to get better ones.

When asked if he thought it was arrogant for one
generation to impose a view of taste through
disposal of works, he admitted that this could be
true to a certain extent. He then made the
extraordinary observation that there was not much
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point in having a vast collection and only ever
showing 10 per cent of it - and some of that 10 per
cent is not specifically representative of that period
or complimentary to the artist's work. The Premier
said it was a matter of judgment, but whose
judgment? The judgment of the board members
hand picked by Jeffrey Kennett and controlled by
him.
In case anyone doubts the Premier's resolve to turn
the gallery into another theme park - maybe called
Artworld! - the Premier ignored doubts expressed
by Timothy Potts, the gallery director, by saying:
De-accessioning will happen. Life is changing.

In sharp contrast to his stated belief that we need
only 10 per cent of our collection because it is a
waste if it is not on display to the public, the Premier
also made the comment that one of the nice thIDgs
about being Premier is that he has paintings in his
office that are not available to the public. While the
government tells the people of Victoria that they are
getting a new, renovated art gallery, the priceless
collections and over a century of acquisitions are
being ignored. The sign outside the gallery states,
'This is the best collection in the Southern
Hemisphere and it's yours'.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - And it is free to get in.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I agree, but this art
collection is in great peril. A master plan for the
renovations is supposed to be agreed to before
Christmas. Andrew Morbury of Metier 3, the firm
awarded the redesign contract in September with
Italian architect Mario Bellini, says the initial plan
will not include design development, only the grand
vision. According to John Weston, project director
with the Office of Major Projects, the master plan
will be very general, showing little more than the
siting of the extension. Decisions on the water wall
and other features will be well down the track. The
water wall has very little hope of survival, given the
Premier's suggestion to those who are asking to
have it preserved that they can have a shower at
home.
We are getting a grand vision by Christmas but no
final design, and certainly no final cost, yet the
employees at the gallery are being told that
demolition will start next September. What happens
to the staff whose work spaces are affected? What
about the plans to protect the collection during the
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process of demolition and the rebuilding? Will all
the collection be removed, and if so, where to? I do
not believe it will be possible to renovate with the
collection still in the present building. The problems
are the same as the ones we would have faced if we
had continued with work on the new wing here at
Parliament House. The vibration and dust would
damage the artworks and create a dangerous
situation.
Another area of concern is that as far as I know there
is still no complete audit of our art collection. When

the gallery moved from the museum to the present
site many collections owned by the museum were
given to the gallery with no written records being
kept. The 1980s National Gallery of Victoria audit
found that several hundred works had gone missing
over the decades. Sculptures and paintings are
scattered all over Melbourne, and because of the
shortage of staff over the years there is no complete
record to ensure their safety. This is a result of
neglect by successive governments for a variety of
reasons, but the matter has now become urgent.
Because of this new de-accessioning climate we must
ensure that there is a complete audit publicly
available before any moves are taken to de-accession
any part of our collection. I am told that many works
at the gallery are now being valued.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - They are all being valued.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Presumably for the
Premier's de-accession.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - You're wrong! All the
state's assets are being valued. It is part of the
reporting and accounting process.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - But whether you are
right or I am right, art goes in and out of fashion.
The art market is highly manipulated. Art goes in
and out of fashion and prices change.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - What is your point?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I am trying to point out
that the art market is similar to the share market.
Prices change day by day and year by year.
Commercial value has nothIDg to do with the
intrinsic value of our collection to the people of
Victoria.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - All of which would be the
case if we were valuing it for the pwpose you are
suggesting.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - You say you are valuing
it for accounting pwposes, but there are wonderful
paintings by Australian women in the various
galleries that have never been considered important
until very recently. Those paintings will have more
financial value than they had before, but that does
not make them more or less valuable to the people of
Victoria.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - You are the one who is
putting up the straw man!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I am saying that the
Premier said there was no point in having a huge
collection if you show only 10 per cent of it.
Hon. I. J. Cover - When did he say that?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - He was quoted as saying
that.
Hon. R. M. Hallam interjected.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Why didn't he come out
the next day and say it was incorrect?
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Because it was so pathetic
he didn't think it was necessary!
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Hon. I. J. Cover - I said that somebody told me
about it. I didn't go to it.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I thought you watched
it. I am sorry, I did not pick that up. The previous
bill passed in May 1994 changed the waiting period
for de-accession from a IQ-year process to a period
as short as three months. In that period works from
the National Gallery of Victoria can be valued,
decided upon and sold by the board. The board does
not necessarily have the same judgment and taste as
everybody in Victoria.
Concerns were expressed in 1994 when the time for
de-accession was shortened because many people
did not believe there was enough public debate
about why the period was so much shorter. The
provision was removing a longstanding safeguard.
Art historians and leading academics said the
longstanding safeguard was necessary to provide
protection for public assets. Never before has
de-accession been driven by the cash imperative
alone.
Victoria has a huge antique furniture collection.
There have been quite a few discussions about the
possibility of getting rid of the whole thing or part of
it because it takes up so much space.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Was that before
Mr Kennett's time?
Hon. JEAN Mc LEAN - It is still there!

Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Sue McCulloch
interviewed him. He made those statements; he has
not denied them. This concerns a lot of people. A lot
of us believe our art collection, books and museum
pieces are very important.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - So does the Premier!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I sometimes doubt his
ability to make a judgment for everybody. It is like
musicals - some people like crappy musicals and
some like other shows! Some like going to both.
Mr Cover likes going to shows where people have
their hands up cows' bums!
Hon. I. J. Cover - No, somebody told me about
that!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I do not object to any of
them, but you can't impose that sort of taste on other
people.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - Was it before Jeff Kennett's
time?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Over many years there
have been discussions about whether the National
Gallery should have such a large furniture collection.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - That's what you were
criticising Mr Kennett for - doing exactly the same
thing!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I am saying there have
been discussions. If you had to wait 10 years before
you flogged it you might stop the baddies! If it is
sold off, along with the paintings and sculptures that
are supposedly more than we need - we can
display only 10 per cent - perhaps they could end
up at Crown casino or in other private houses.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I turn now to the
Iv1useum of Victoria. It has been important to
Victoria because it has the most important
collections in the southern hemisphere. Some of the
collections are considered the best in the world.
Zoologists, palaeontologists and others from around
the world have studied our collections, but the
museum has been able to display only a fraction of
our collection.
Hon. W. I. Smith - That is why we are building
another!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I know we are, but more
importantly much of it has not been able to be
accessed by scholars and, after all, that is what
museums in the main are about.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - We are all scholars!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Yes, we are all students
and scholars, but because of a lack of space and a
lack of trained staff, it has been difficult for the
public, students or anyone else to see the collections.
The Labor government attempted to address these
issues. It started to build a museum on Southbank as
part of the art precinct. This government, in its
wisdom, or lack of it - Hon. W. I. Smith interjected.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I worked very hard on
that project. We did not have the casino up and
running so we could rip off the public and take a
percentage to build a museum. We started to build a
museum and a lot of work was done.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - You never intended
finishing it because you provided only $6 million.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Mrs McLean will
ignore interjections.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - She is ignoring the facts.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - At the moment at the
national gallery there is an architect with a grand
plan. It is something like what occurred with the
Sydney Opera House when everyone thought the
world would collapse because it was going to cost a
lot of money.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - It is drawing a long bow to
compare it with the Sydney Opera House.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - The Minister for Finance
may well think that, but for whatever reason, the
construction of the museum was stopped at that
stage and will now be built in the Exhibition
Gardens. I will not go into the reasons why I do not
think that is necessarily the right place to build a
museum or that the proposed design of the new
building is the right design, because I suppose that is
not the most important thing - you can always
knock down buildings and still look after the
collections. I will say only that the commercial
imperative of having a casino as part of the arts
precinct says a lot about the government's priorities.
The fact is that the proposed museum was moved
from its original site to allow other buildings to be
constructed. To me the most depressing aspect of the
whole affair is the absolute lack of care for the
collections of our museum or the right of the public
to use it. The museum could have been up and
running by now and the collections available for
public viewing.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - For $6 million?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - When the government
got into power it could have finished the museum in
the way it has completed other projects. Why
couldn't the government have finished the museum
building instead of deciding to locate it somewhere
else? I am also dismayed by the absolute lack of
understanding of some government members - not
all - of the importance of scholarly endeavour for
children, university students and the public in
general. That is a major reason for having museums.
Although it is interesting to have things on display,
many items in the state's collections do not
necessarily spark much interest unless one is
studying.
The anthropological collections from the Asia-Pacific
region and our unique and irreplaceable collection
of Aboriginal art and artefacts are vital to our social
and cultural knowledge about our region.
Hon. W. I. Smith - They will go on display in
the new museum.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Very little of it is on
display now, and much of it probably has to be
returned to the original owners, so some may well
be displayed in the new museum and some may not.
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I believe these world-renowned collections are being
moved into a storage facility at Moreland, but I do
not know what is being done about their ongoing
conservation. The building is airconditioned, so they
will probably not deteriorate, but I do not know how
much work will be able to be done on them.
Currently the collections are in a state of
deterioration as a result of the accumulated neglect
of more than 100 years. Although we hear much
about the buildings - the museum and changing
the National Gallery of Victoria - we have not
really been told what will happen in the period
between when the museum is closed in January and
when the new one is built in 1999. We do not know
whether the public will have access to the collections
and we do not know what will happen to the
museum staff.
So far as I have read anywhere the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Premier for the Arts, the honourable
member for Mooroolbark in another place, has not
mentioned much about the collections, except to say
that there will be no more static displays and that
the new museum will be interactive. Apparently
visitors to the museum will be able to experience
what it is like to be in a bushfire and, in an Imax
cinema, what it is like to be with gorillas in
Rwanda - or guerillas in Rwanda, if one went there
today. There will also be a temperate rainforest,
which will save people from taking their children on
picnics in the Dandenong Ranges. We have lovely
rainforests in Victoria and we do not need to have
them in museums.
The Disneyland image of what a museum should be
is quite frightening. In addition to deschooling our
children, we are denying them the right to use their
imaginations. We are giving them Imax cinemas and
other displays and ignoring their imaginations.
Another problem with the interactive display
concept is that it is expensive and short lived.
Scienceworks is already having problems with the
mechanics of interactive displays because they get
damaged and are expensive and difficult to fix.
Those sorts of interactive displays are being
abandoned in many English museums because they
are considered to be educationally worthless.
The museum is due to close in January. I want to
know what access, if any, the public will have to its
collections between now and 1999. I also want to
know what will happen to the highly trained and
dedicated curatorial and conservation staff in that
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period. How many will be employed during these
years on the ongoing care of the collections, and how
many members of the general staff will be sacked?
So far as I am aware none of these questions has yet
been answered.
The government's touching faith in computer
technology and multimedia interaction puts at risk
the priceless heritage of the books, papers and
manuscripts in our library, because by stressing the
importance of multimedia we tend to forget those
valuable books and manuscripts. The commercial
valuing of those items under a regime of the
corporate demand for profitability means they will
no longer automatically be protected for future
generations. The new boards provided for under the
bill offer no protection for our collections or the staff
who care for them. The people of Victoria should be
very concerned about the ultimate effect of
corporatisation on our cultural heritage.
It concerns me that clause 43 proposes to insert a
new section 12A in the Museums Act to enable the
board to pass resolutions without meetings. It has
been said in debate today that there is no intention
of these boards selling off art works and that that is
not why they are being valued, but there is
absolutely nothing in place to guarantee the
protection of the collections housed in the museum,
library and national gallery. These boards are so
powerful that the support of honourable members
for the reasoned amendment is vital.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):
Ayes, 32
Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr (Teller)
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles, Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross,Or
Smith,Mr
Smith,Ms
Stoney, Mr (Teller)
Strong, Mr
Varty,Mrs
Wells, Or
Wilding, Mrs
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Noes, 9
Eren,Mr
Gould,Miss

Nguyen,Mr
Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr (Teller)
Walpole, Mr (Telier)

Hogg, Mrs

McLean,Mrs
Nardella, Mr

Pair
Forwood, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Miss Gould and Mrs McLean for their
contributions to the debate and my colleague
Mr Cover for his contribution, which I found most
entertaining.
I respond briefly to the comments of Mrs McLean,
who is understandably concerned about the security
of and access to the state's treasures in the transition
process. I assure her that that concern is shared by
the government. While we acknowledge that we
have a problem, it is the best problem we could ever
imagine. We are upgrading the accommodation of
our treasures to a standard way beyond the visions
of even a few years ago. That simply means that we
have to be very sensitive to the issues of access and
security, and we will work through those issues very
carefully.
I can tell Mrs McLean that the issues are yet to be
worked through in the detail that she would be
looking for, so I cannot respond other than in
general terms, but I can reassure her that the
government is well aware of the value of our
heritage and enormous collection. We are very
proud of it and will be very careful with both access
and security in the process.

Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
(PLANNING SCHEMES) BILL
Second reading

Theophanous, Mr

Amendment negatived.

Motion agreed to.
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Debate resumed from 10 December; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).
Hon. PAT POWER OIka Jika) - On behalf of the
opposition I indicate that we will be opposing the
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill
for a range of reasons. To expressly address our
opposition, I will move a reasoned amendment at an
appropriate time.
The bill is a major piece of proposed legislation. It
represents a contemplation of a re-evaluation of the
planning system for land use. I am sure all members
will acknowledge that it will have far-reachlng
effects. The new system will be dominated by a new
acronym, VPPs, which are the Victoria Planning
Provisions.
One of the reasons that we are concerned about the
proposed legislation is that it represents a move that
will result in the government taking complete
control of the capacity of local planning schemes and
processes to reflect that strong theme of 'local' that is
so important. That will destroy the current system,
which has a strong tradition of local participation
and includes a range of checks and balances.
A set of policies, zones and land-use tables will be
imposed in a centralist way, which will provide a
clear mechanism for the government to dictate what
is to occur right across Victoria. For example,
clause 7 states that only zones or overlay clauses
from the Victoria Planning Provisions (VPPs) are to
be included in the planning schemes - a very clear
direction and constraint.
Clause 9 similarly states that any schedule must be
consistent with state planning policy and the table of
uses for zones in the VPPs. They are very centralist
guidelines. No ability exists for local councils to vary
the standard zones, and introducing local zone
schedules will be limited to specific matters
prescribed at the minister's direction. It will not be
possible to include in planning schemes provisions
not in the VPPs. The minister is the only person who
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can vary the VPPs. That illustrates how heavy
handed the bill potentially is.
Over the years there has been strong bipartisan
support for the notion and needs of planning, and
the opposition is concerned that rights of notification
and third-party appeal will be significantly reduced.
Residential amenity and environment protection
will be under threat. The independence and power
of local government as a planning authority will
certainly be eroded. The new system will be
unequivocally toned down and driven by the
minister, and there appears to be no separation of
powers between the minister for planning and the
minister for local government - and I say that not
because at this point the same person is the minister
for both.
Through this top-down centralist model it is possible
for the minister to intimidate those councils not
following his direction. The planning regime is to be
imposed upon Victorians at a time when 55 of our
78 municipalities still have no locally elected,
democratic representation at the council table. It is
untimely, both in terms of consultation that might
have gone ahead and of what will flow as a
consequence of the legislation at a time when
two-thirds of our municipalities are still managed as
branch offices of the state coalition government.
The community and the planning professions have
not yet caught up with all the changes implicit in the
bill, and we are talking about fundamental not
marginal changes. The bill's provisions are complex
and complicated. Many people involved in planning
in the local government sector are not yet aware of
the consequences of the bill in detail. The Victoria
Planning Provisions form a detailed document of
between 200 and 300 pages. I, along with
government members, have no difficulty
acknowledging changes are necessary to Victoria's
planning system, but it is unacceptable for them to
be put in place without the normal process that has
been so strongly a part of our planning. That
includes the capacity for them to be placed on public
exhibition and to be subjected to a proper planning
process and the separate panel report that is such a
strong part of an open and due process.
It is entirely feasible to argue that the minister has
not given either the planning profession or the
community a chance to deal with the detail involved
in the VPPs. For that reason, I formally move:
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That all the words after 'that' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof 'this house refuses to read
this bill a second time until the government has had
further consultation with relevant organisations and
the community about the ramifications of the bill and
gone through a formal exhibition process in relation to
the Victoria Planning Provisions which form a major
part of the proposed planning refonns, thereby
allowing citizens the opportunity to express their
concerns about any detrimental impacts it may have on
the future use and development of land in this state'.

The reasoned amendment provides the government
with an opportunity to allow the bill to lay over for
the three to four-month break we now face and
allow for debate and discussion on the issues I have
raised. The changes are a complete reversal of the
current system in the sense that there is now
emphasis on local participation, control and proper
process. The new system will talk down planning in
the sense that Victorians will see it as a fait
accompli - it will be a regime imposed by the state
government, in which few local issues will be
addressed.
It is reasonable to suggest that this and many other

pieces of legislation like it seldom leave the
community in any doubt about the government's
intention to impose its will. Few people in the
community doubt the centralist impact the Minister
for Planning and Local Government will have on
planning once the legislation is passed.
Generally speaking, the planning schemes will
consist of the Victoria Planning Provisions. They will
contain a state planning policy framework,
including policies on settlement, environment,
housing, economic development, infrastructure, and
particular uses and development; standard zones,
which include 5 residential, 3 industrial, 5 business,
3 rural, 4 public land and 5 special purpose zones;
standard overlay controls, which include
3 environment and landscape, 4 heritage and built
form and 12 land and size management overlays; a
series of particular and general provisions; and
procedural and definitional sections.
The planning provisions will also include local
planning policy frameworks, comprising municipal
strategic statements and local planning policies but all that must be read in the context of the
confining parameters of the provisiOns. It is clear
that under the VPP regime there will be less scope to
consider issues affecting the environment and the
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economic and social aspects of any planning
decisions.
Earlier I referred to the local government
commissioners. I remind the house that on 15 March
next year elected councillors will be returning to
local government. Although it is their duty and
responsibility, I am sure those elected councillors
will have a preference for deciding local issues based
on what is in the hearts and minds of local
government stakeholders - the ratepayers and
residents. However, there is a real likelihood that the
legislation will take away the possibility that local
issues will continue to be taken into account when
planning decisions are made. The responsibility will
rest with the Minister for Planning and Local
Government.
The government is well aware that local councillors
will return to local government on 15 March, which
is another way of saying the commissioners will
depart on that date. That is why the legislation
enables the commissioners to draft municipal
strategic statements. It is consistent with the
government's strategic approach to local
government. The government has sought to use the
commissioners to force through and set in concrete
the major changes that it insists have to be made to
the way local issues are decided.
I acknowledge the government's political strategy,
but one of the obvious consequences is that the
community has little if any ownership of the
decisions made by the commissioners, whose real
instructions are determined by government policy.
Over the years planning provisions have been
important to local communities, enabling them to
develop the sorts of municipalities they want to live
and work in. If the commissioners make decisions on
the content of the municipal strategic statements the
ratepayers and residents will feel significantly
disempowered. Ratepayers and residents are
entitled to argue that the commissioners do not have
any mandate to make those sorts of decisions, given
the long-term effects of their decisions on the future
development of municipalities.
Another matter of concern is the costs involved in
imposing these requirements on local government.
Those who are expert in these matters estimate that
the new planning schemes will cost about $250 000
for each municipality, and on top of that there are
the on-costs of time, resources and staff. All this is
being imposed at a time when municipal rates have
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been frozen and legislation has been passed to
enable the minister to cap rates in future years. That
is important, given that 55 municipalities will move
back to elected councils. There is an enormous range
of issues that local communities will expect their
newly elected councillors to concentrate on. It is a
big ask to demand that local councils undertake that
task given the enormous workloads they already
face and the decision by the government to limit
their capacity to raise revenue for their existing
responsibilities, let alone any new ones.

Under the state planning policy framework there are
2 statewide policies on settlement; 12 on the
environment, including the protection of waterways,
ground water, catchments, flood plain management,
salinity, air quality, noise and soil contamination,
protection for wildlife, coastal planning,
conservation of native flora and fauna, heritage and
energy efficiency; 4 .on housing; 9 on economic
development; 12 on infrastructure; and 2 on
particular uses and developments.
Those policies are weak on protection, especially of
the environment, and strong - some people might
argue they are very strong - on promoting
development. So strong is the support for
development that under the new regime it will not
be possible for a council to prohibit or even require
approval for mineral exploration.
One of the great strengths of the current process is
that there has been no right of entry regarding issues
such as mineral exploration. The bill will take away
from local communities the right, through their local
councils, to express a view or provide a break or a
prevention of an activity. The situation is similar in
respect to pro-development issues. Flood plain
management policy does not require approval or
prohibit development on flood plains. I am sure
everyone would be concerned that it could lead to
hazardous chemical waste, dangerous goods,
piggeries and feedlots possibly being located on
flood plains. Not many people would argue that
pro-development ought to be so pro that it enables
those activities to take place on flood plains.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- Flood plains are no place
for dangerous goods.
Hon. PAT POWER - It is not our legislation; it is
yours.
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Hon. M. A. BirreIl - You are suggesting that
dangerous goods could be located on a flood plain.
Hon. PAT POWER - I am suggesting it is
possible under current arrangements for local
municipalities to implement a clear view on
inappropriate developments, but this legislation
takes away from local government the capacity to
prevent certain activities being placed on
inappropriate areas such as flood plains.
As I said earlier, the opposition does not dispute the
need for work to be done in planning. I share the
minister's concern that in the past there have been
many situations where planning procedures have
been used by municipalities to be uncooperative to show they lacked vision and did not understand
the capacity of local government to provide
leadership. I support the government in that sense,
and I know the big challenge for local government
under the new arrangements will be for people
elected to councils to have the judgment and vision
to set the standard.
Hon. M. A. BirreIl interjected.
Hon. PAT POWER - Flowerdale will have
outstanding candidates. The Shire of Murrindindi
could well be the model for local government in the
next century. The opposition is concerned that
environmental and planning policies that currently
encourage energy~fficient land use may well be
useless.
I want to comment about the proposed rural zones.
There will be only three rural zones and the new
zones for all rural areas will have the same
pro-development emphasis - there will be an
emphasis on development and a great capacity for
discretion. The standard rural zones will alter
dramatically the uses that are currently allowed,
disallowed or prohibited, with or without permits.
The new environmental rural zone will allow a wide
range of uses, many of which are currently
prohibited. An environmental rural zone could
include categories such as car parking, conveniences,
restaurants, convenience shops, food or drink
premises, including hotels or taverns, leisure and
recreation facilities, mineral, stone or soil extraction
and mining, exhibition centres, function centres,
service stations, take-away food premises and
timber production. It is difficult to see some of those
activities as being relevant categories in an
environmental zone.
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I conclude by emphasising that in our view the bill is
further evidence of the preparedness of the
government to take away people's democratic rights
in relation to planning and to systematically
politicise planning issues.
The opposition wants to safeguard environmental
quality and local amenities. As a consequence of the
reasoned amendment we argue for coordinated
development that enables service provision to be
planned and implemented in a cost~ffective, timely
and responsible way. We make it absolutely clear we
will ensure there is community involvement in the
decisions about development and that these
decisions must be consistent, fair and accountable.
For those reasons I support the reasoned
amendment and oppose the bill.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I shall
refer to a number of issues raised by Mr Power in
opposition to the bill. I am perplexed that the
opposition has chosen to oppose the bill, because it
has been party to the consultation and is aware of
the extensive consultation undertaken by the
government and the planning department involving
a wide cross-section of the community in framing
the planning provisions.
The Labor Party's lack of leadership has members
opposite running in all directions challenging
legislation and finding problems in every corner
when the members of the shadow cabinet who have
direct responsibility for these matters have no such
problems. The honourable member for Richmond in
the other place seemed more than happy with the
legislation and the proposals that led to it on the
occasions I spoke to him.
I know the Labor Party cast its net wide to find
people opposed to the legislation and that it had
great difficulty finding people who were opposed to
it. The Labor Party wrote to the Local Government
Planners Association, and the association wrote back
saying it was happy with the bill. The Labor Party
spoke to representatives of the Municipal
Association of Victoria and the Victorian Farmers
Federation as well as a range of other organisations,
and all said they thought the legislation was
worthwhile and ought to proceed. I do not know
why Mr Power is so paranoid and has fanciful ideas
that this measure is an attack on democratic rights
and politicises planning.
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If anything, exactly the reverse is true. It is an
attempt by the government to depolitidse planning
and to establish greater consistency across the state
for the benefit of everybody - not just the
developers who have encountered obstinate councils
but also members of the community. That requires
people being certain about what the zones and
planning provisions mean and what rights they have
to appeal against those provisions.

I do not know why Mr Power has chosen to oppose
the legislation, but his attitude has been consistent
throughout the local government and planning
reform processes. Mr Power constantly talks about
his support for reform in these areas, but when it
comes down to legislation that delivers reform he
seems to recoil. Mr Power seems to be unable to
deliver on measures that implement the reforms he
suggests he supports.
The legislation has no secrets and is no danger to
democracy. A great many people throughout
Victoria - certainly all those who are involved with
planning schemes - have welcomed the legislation.
They see it as the first attempt in many years to
address the planning regulations and to come up
with a system that is far more user-friendly for
residents, members of the general community and
people who are seeking to invest in and improve
their properties. The legislation has also been
welcomed by municipalities who face an
ever-increasing paper warfare caused by having to
stick a range of amendments to their planning
schemes. Those municipalities have never been able
to address some of the fundamental issues that have
led to the amendments.
Mr Power said the VPP documents will be complex,
but I believe they are user-friendly. They have been
described by many as a simple and straightforward
set of documents which clearly explain their rights
to prosecute their proposals and to appeal when
those proposals are denied by the planning
authorities. The documentation has not come from
on high; it has been developed by five local councils
in conjunction with the planning and local
government department.
Mr Power's colleague Mr Demetri Dollis, the
honourable member for Richmond in the other
place, has been extensively briefed on the legislation.
I thought he was the opposition spokesman
responsible for planning - but of course one never
knows these days. Both Mr Power and Mr Dollis

1329

should be aware that five councils from the rural,
regional city, metropolitan and fringe metropolitan
regions of the state have been involved in a pilot
program for the Victoria Planning Provisions. They
have been involved from day one in the drafting of
an appropriate set of zones and sets of overlays that
define the sorts of local issues that councils are likely
to want to protect. Neither those councils nor any of
the 50 or so others that have expressed an interest in
participating in the program have expressed any
concerns about the planning provisions. In other
words, more than 50 councils are already working
steadily towards implementing the Victoria
Planning Provisions ahead of the legislation being
passed.
The legislation provides a framework for
considerable changes in the way people go about
planning. It is certainly not about the sort of
top-down planning that Mr Power has referred to;
instead, it is designed to achieve greater consistency
across Victoria. The overhaul of the planning system
is timely, because many of the amalgamated
councils found they had to juggle different planning
schemes with different objectives and different
zones. That created all sorts of anomalies. The
reform has been welcomed by everybody, it seems,
except Mr Power. Although he claims he welcomes
it, he says he does not like the way it is being done.
We are looking for consistency, and there has been
no attempt to deny local participation. I will outline
the process, something Mr Power conveniently
sidestepped because it did not suit his argument. In
the first instance five pilot councils worked in
conjunction with departmental officers to develop a
set of planning provisions, zones and overlays that
would form the basis of the local planning schemes.
That process involved consultation with the broader
local government industry, the Victorian Fanners
Federation and other groups involved in the
planning industry.
The schemes that have been developed following the
pilot process will now be taken back to all those
municipalities throughout Victoria. They will
develop the local schemes and pick up the zones and
overlays that apply to their circumstances. They will
choose the zones they think are appropriate to their
areas; and having done that, they will lodge the
draft planning schemes with the department by
March next year. The draft schemes will then be
considered as a whole and examined to see whether
the zones adopted by the municipalities contain any
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anomalies or other problems, which will probably
result from inconsistencies.
Not only the government but professional planners,
developers and members of the community are sick
and tired of facing situations like those faced by the
people of Orbost, Ouyen and Whitehorse. The zones
in those municipalities are supposed to have the
same aims but they have different names and
provisions and so on, which makes them
unworkable.
People have a right to expect greater consistency in
planning. The current planning legislation, with its
tens of thousands of pages, is cumbersome and
causes enormous problems for all those involved,
including developers and ratepayers. The legislation
will address those problems and ensure the
planning schemes are workable and realistic. Once
the schemes are examined by the department and
the local councils to ensure they do not have any
anomalies, they will go back on public exhibition.
First of all, that will allow the public to have some
input. Mr Power said there would be no public
input, but that is totally incorrect. The public will
have some input through the exhibition process. Just
as importantly, Mr Power suggested the
commissioners were driving the process. One of the
interesting things about this is that when the elected
councillors return in March they will be in charge of
working through the process between March and
the middle of the year, when we expect the draft
planning schemes to be on public exhibition.
The newly elected councillors will have an
opportunity to participate in the process, and there
will certainly be an opportunity for the public to
participate. Following that public consultation it is
expected that many of the municipalities will adopt
their schemes, probably sometime towards the end
of next year. The process is appropriate because it
provides for public input. The process is necessary
because of the enormous changes that have taken
place in local government and because of the need
for many municipalities to look at integrated
planning schemes that are different from those that
existed beforehand.

Mr Power said the minister will be driving this
whole process, that he will get what he wants out of
it and that local interests will be overridden. That is
certainly not the case. Under the Victoria Planning
Provisions we have developed a process that has the
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same, consistent zones, so that the zone definitions
are common throughout Victoria. People will know
that a rural A zone and a residential A zone are
consistent and that the same provisions will apply,
whether it be in Ouyen, Orbost, Box Hill or
Sunshine. They will know that there is consistency in
those zones throughout the state. I believe many
people have been looking forward to that
arrangement.
A range of overlays will then provide for local
circumstances and some variation. They will not
necessarily be prescriptive. From a state perspective
the overlays will cover flood control areas, heritage
areas or areas of registration that need to be
controlled; but when the overlays are applied locally
to the planning scheme specific controls recognising
the different types of registration may require
different management regimes to ensure their
continuation or preservation or whatever the
objective is.

Mr Power did not refer to one important aspect of
the legislation. The bill requires municipalities to
develop strategic statements so that they can
understand exactly what they are trying to do with
their planning schemes. They must then develop a
planning scheme to achieve those objectives. I
suggest within that framework we will see much
greater consistency in planning and a more
workable system overall.
Mr Power expressed concern about the costs of
implementing the schemes. Apart from anything
else municipalities face substantial costs in their
planning administrations. I am not sure whether the
initial costs associated with developing the new
schemes are Significant. In almost every
municipality councils would have been faced with
the integration of their planning schemes. They
would have incurred a similar cost simply because
they had to integrate separate planning schemes
when municipalities were amalgamated.
The difference with this system is that the regime
provided for under this legislation is consistent.
Councils will have a model to follow in developing
their planning schemes. There will be significant
savings in terms of the future administration of their
planning schemes. There will also be significant
savings to the community and certainly to
developers as they look at investment in those
communities.
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One of the significant savings which should not be
underplayed is the savings of costs associated with
disputes. One of the major problems with planning
is the level of dispute involved in proposals, and
often that dispute involves emotional factors that
have little to do with the technical issues. Many
disputes stem from the inconsistency associated
with planning streams and the ad hoc nature of
development of most planning schemes at the
municipal level. This broad approach which
revisited all Victorian municipal planning schemes
and brought them into conformity with the new
Victoria Planning Provisions means the new system
will work far more effectively.
Mr Power specifically mentioned rural zones and
suggested there was a greater emphasis on
development and discretion in those zones.
Although he referred to development and discretion
I think he left out one d-word. Although he may be
correct in saying there is a little more emphasis on
development and discretion in those areas I do not
believe that is untoward. One could argue that is
more than appropriate because there may be
opportunities for development of rural lands that
were not taken in the past. We are not talking about
shopping centres and major factory uses being in
inappropriate zones; we are talking about people
having a right to a greater range of land uses as
specified under planning provisions.
The key word he left out is diversity. We must
recognise that rural Australia, and certainly rural
Victoria, is changing. In the same way that there
have been changes in the metropolitan area in recent
years there have also been changes in farming
practices and other business opportunities that
people on the land are taking in developing their
properties. People are grasping new technology. In
earlier debates I have referred to statistics that
showed that populations in rural areas such as
Ouyen or Orbost today through technology can do
business with people in London, Bangkok and New
York. Many people now have the opportunity of
becoming involved in a wider range of business
enterprises. The legislation and new planning
provisions recognise that and provide some
opportunities for greater diversity in land uses.
The planning provisions have been thoroughly
discussed with the Victorian Farmers Federation and
the federation is happy with the enabling legislation.
I believe the legislation is anything but an attempt to
take away the democratic rights of people or to
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politicise planning. As I said at the outset, it is a step
in the right direction because it will make planning
more user-friendly for all Victorians. It will create
new investment opportunities for Victorians. It will
address many anomalies associated with land use
patterns in recent years simply because people were
administering their own little schemes which had
little relationship to one another.
The bill is a great step forward. It will give Victoria
planning consistency and economic benefits. It will
also reduce disputes because much greater certainty
will be given to people who need to access the
planning schemes. Members of the public will
understand what the plan says, what rights they
have, what it protects on their behalf and what areas
of potential development might affect them or their
interests in the future. The planning schemes have
now been demystified and Victorians have a greater
understanding of their position as well. It will
certainly be less cumbersome and confusing for all
concerned.
I call on the house to reject the reasoned amendment
moved by the opposition. It fails to recognise the
considerable amount of consultation that has
already occuned on this bill. The proposed
legislation has been properly discussed and has
widespread support. I commend the bill to the house.
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - I support
the bill and oppose the reasoned amendment. The
provisions of the bill are consistent with the process
highlighted in the planning policy of the
government announced prior to the last election. It
said a fundamental review of the planning schemes,
particularly in Melbourne, would get rid of
out-of-date complex provisions and clear a path for
straightforward development projects.
Earlier Mr Power acknowledged the need for a
change to Victoria's planning system. I remind him
that the process commenced in 1992. The need for
reform was because the discredited Labor
government aided and abetted the slowing down of
the planning system. Members should acknowledge
the deplorable record of the former Labor
government because during its administration the
planning process became bogged down, unwieldy,
unyielding and potentially unfair to proponents of
development and their objectors.
During my eight months in this house I have noted
repeatedly that the opposition, presumably only for
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the sake of opposing, has arrived at incredible ideas
about what is wrong with legislation. However,
today the opposition has put its head in a noose
because Mr Power said Victoria needed planning
reform and then said what was wrong with reform!
The opposition cannot have its cake and eat it too! It
cannot, on the one hand, say Victoria needs reform
and then say what is wrong with reform. Today I
have not heard one positive statement from the
opposition about what the reform will achieve or
how it will allow developers, members of the
community and objectors to understand the
planning system more clearly than was possible
before.
I have noticed the opposition is regarded in the
community as being hopeless and discredited. Its
main disability is that it operates in a policy vacuum.
I have heard not one positive statement from the
opposition since I have been a member of this place.
The ALP is racked with factionalism and it has no
evident leadership. During question time today the
Leader of the Opposition was not in the chamber.
Where was he? He left the job to the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition, who made it easy for us! It was
the worst performance by the opposition during
question time I have seen in my time here.
At no time in Victoria's history has there been the
potential for a coordinated approach to planning.
Victoria will now have strategic planning documents
for Melbourne and local councils. Each council is
preparing a corporate plan and will prepare a
strategic plan. Those two plans will be mutually
compatible and will be consistent with what the
government has resolved should happen across
Victoria - that is, within its capital city and the
metropolitan area.
I welcome the concept of municipal strategic
statements, which are set out in proposed
section 12A(3):
(a) the strategic planning, land use and development
objectives ...
(b)

the strategies for achieving the objectives; and

(c) a general explanation of the relationship between
those objectives and strategies and the controls on
the use and development of land in the planning
scheme; and
(d) any other provision as directed by the minister.
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Strategic statements will further the goals of
councils' corporate plans. In August last year the
minister foreshadowed the changes. There have
been no surprises. Council planning officers and the
councils themselves - whether elected or headed by
commissioners - have known about the planned
reforms for a long time. Earlier Mr Power suggested
more time is needed. The December 1995 copy of
Planning Reform News articulated adequately the
changes that were to occur in the following
12 months. The changes included a planning
implementation reform program.
This legislation has not surprised local government

which has known about it for a long time. Councils
knew about the proposed review and changes when
I was working in local government before being
elected to this place. In the past few months the five
pilot councils have been working on getting their
strategic plans in place, as have the councils not
regarded as pilot councils.
A developer or consultant supporting a
development application, a member of the
community who wants to visit the local council to
find out what is happening in municipal planning or
even anybody simply interested in planning issues is
now faced with about 30 000 pages of planning
schemes which apply throughout the state, and each
scheme is different. If somebody is able to discover
what applies in council A and then visits council B
he or she will uncover different plans. The idea of
the legislation is to introduce consistency. The aim is
to have uniform zones, each having identical
requirements. The reform includes overlays
appropriate to all councils but which will be worded
similarly.
I can think of no better achievement for this
legislation than to have people interested in
planning go to local councils and easily discover
what they need. As I said, councils are not surprised
this is happening. The reform will allow more
people to get quick answers and to participate in the
planning process as easily as possible. It will
certainly encourage economic development because
quicker answers will be available and advice should
be cheaper because the schemes will be easy to
understand. The reform will be most beneficial to
the community.
The house has heard that about 55 non-elected
councils have participated in strategic planning;
there is nothing wrong with that. At the start of the
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reform process I was involved in that sort of activity
in a non-elected council. We went out to the
community and asked the people for their opinions
on what should be the future goals and aspirations
for their area. They said what they thought was
important and the council noted their comments. It
prepared a corporate plan which took into account
what the community wanted.

Me Lean, Mrs
Narde11a, Mr (Teller)

Walpole, Mr

Forwood, Mr

Theophanous, Mr

Pair

~endmentnegatived.

The 78 councils throughout the state have conducted
exactly the same process, yet Mr Power says
non-elected councils should not be involved in
strategic planning. That is nonsense! He
demonstrated a lack of knowledge about how
corporate planning in local government works.

The PRESIDENT - Order! So that I may be
satisfied that an absolute majority exists, I ask
honourable members supporting the motion to
stand in their places.

The reform is a wonderful idea; nobody should
discredit it. It contains a whole set of positive
reasons. Anybody who happens to later read in
Hansard my contribution to the debate should also
read what Mr Atkinson has said about this bill. He
produced details and many good reasons for the
reform in answer to the negative comments made by
the opposition. I strongly support the bill and I am
confident Victoria will see a positive result at the
completion of the reform process in local
government councils.

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Ayes, 31
Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr (Teller)
Baxter,Mr
Best, Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden, Mr (Teller)
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Or
Smith,Mr
Smith,Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong,Mr
Varty,Mrs
Wilding,Mrs

Required number of members having risen:

Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.

Third reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) We have just heard three well-constructed and
reasoned contributions. I commend Mr Power and
my colleagues Bruce Atkinson and Neil Lucas. By
leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Again, so that I may
be satisfied that an absolute majority exists, I ask
honourable members to stand in their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Noes, 9
Eren,Mr
Gould,Miss
Hogg,Mrs

Nguyen,Mr
Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr (Teller)

Debate resumed from 10 December; motion of
Hon. M. A BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology).
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Hon. PAT POWER Uika Jika) - In relation to the
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill I advise
the house that at an appropriate time I will move a
reasoned amendment to indicate concerns the
opposition has in relation to a particular matter, but
in general the opposition does not intend to oppose
the bill.
The Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill
makes significant changes to waste management and
it amends the system that is in place. The bill
establishes a new body to be called Ecorecycle
Victoria. It is an excellent name and it demonstrates
the intention of the merger of the Recycling and
Resource Recovery Council and the Waste
Management Council. Ecorecycle Victoria will have
a statewide focus rather than the focus on
Melbourne and the regional cities, which is currently
the case. It will have the responsibility of creating
and developing policies. The bill allows for the
establishment of regional waste management groups
where they are not yet in place. Changes contained
in the bill will prevent the loss of public moneys if
an operator is insolvent. The Environment Council
will be disbanded and in its place the Environment
Protection Board will be created. It will be an
expertise-based board focused on providing
business and administrative advice to the
Environment Protection Authority.
It is appropriate to point out that in 1992 the Kimer
government aimed by 2000 to reduce by 50 per cent
the amount of waste going to landfill. I am sure all
members would agree that is a laudable target. The
most recent figures show that there has been a
2 per cent reduction going in landfill. Clearly, we
still have a way to go in our attempt to meet the
target by 2000.
Local government should be complimented for its
significant reduction in waste to landfill. Certainly in
my electorate, and I am sure in many other
electorates, local government has set up excellent
kerbside recycling systems that collect and recycle
newspapers, bottles and the like. It is of concern that
the amount of industrial and general waste going to
landfill has not fallen but increased by 5 per cent.
We need to continue to address this issue.
It is reasonable for the opposition to argue that in
1992 the Kennett government inherited one of the
best waste minimisation and recycling systems in
Australia. To the credit of the packaging and
container sector, it has backed the kerbside recycling
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system. The packaging and container industry
deserves credit for its strong buy-back price system.
The landfilllevy encourages the incentive to recycle.
I shall make a few comments about the consultation
period during the formulation of the bill. The
opposition has been advised there have been some
organisations who are concerned about the brevity
and the scope of the consultation period. I know the
Utter and Recycling Research Association felt the
length of time for the consultation was cause for
Significant concern. The Environment Protection
AuthOrity also expressed concern that the
consultation period lasted a total of 12 business
days, which is hardly sufficient for stakeholders to
undertake any detailed analysis.
In the view of the EPA the list of invitees did not
include representatives of the building and
demolition industry, which accounts for nearly
40 per cent of waste going to landfill. That is a
reasonable problem when one considers that rather
than there being any decrease in industrial and
commercial waste going to landfill there has been a
5 per cent increase.
One of the other issues I put on the record is concern
about representation on the new board that has been
created as a consequence of Ecorecycle Victoria.
People were supportive of the merger of Recycling
and Resource Recovery Council and the Waste
Management Council to form Ecorecycle Victoria,
but they have some concerns about representation
on the board. The Western Regional Waste
Management Group has advised the opposition that
the bill allows for the membership of up to
10 people, but there is no minimum number. There
is no identification of the stakeholders who should
be represented and in its view that is a weakness.
The group was concerned that there appeared to be
no mechanism that would ensure that
representatives on the board would have a
requirement to report back to their stakeholders. The
group was arguing that had there been
hypothecated memberships of Ecorecycle Victoria
there may have been better connections back into the
sector.
I want to make some comments about the landfill
levy. At present, municipal waste going to landfill is
levied at $2 per tonne. Commercial and industrial
waste is levied at $3 per tonne. Given there has been
a reduction in the municipal waste going to landfill
and an increase in industrial and commercial waste,
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the opposition is concerned about the decision to
increase by 50 per cent the tonnage cost for
municipal waste going to landfill. Local government
does not appear to be receiving an incentive for its
significant record of achievement and industrial and
commercial companies do not appear to be receiving
a disincentive for the fact that it has increased the
amount of waste it is sending to landfill. The levy
has not been indexed since 1992.
The Australian Conservation Foundation holds the
strong view that the landfilllevy rate should be
substantially increased so that it operates as a
genuine economic incentive to convert waste to
landfill.
The goal established by the Kirner government 50 per cent by 2000 - is in danger of not being
achieved unless these questions of landfill can be
addressed. At this stage I demonstrate the
opposition's concern about these matters by
formally moving a reasoned amendment. I move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof 'this bill be withdrawn and
redrafted to provide for (a)

industrial waste agreements which are non-legal
public commitments to be prepared in accordance
with Environment Protection Authority guidelines;

(b) a landfilllevy which provides incentive to reduce
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Environment Protection Authority. I offer the
proposed new bodies my full support and wish
them well in their endeavours.
We cannot underestimate the value and importance
in these changing times of environment protection. It
is vital that we maintain biodiversity and ecological
harmony to ensure that flora and fauna continue to
flourish. That is not an easy task and requires
complete community involvement and support. The
influx and development of industry, increases in
population that create additional demands for land
for housing and increased demands for services and
recreational facilities, additional strains on land for
agricultural needs, and additional strains on natural
resources to service all types of industries make it
vitally important to have relevant and commonsense
legislation which is not only practical in its
application but which also maintains and enhances
the long-term viability of the natural environment.
To achieve those goals the community must have in
place relevant and practical environment protection
legislation. To meet part of its 1996 election promises
the coalition decided that amendments were
required to the existing legislation to make it more
practical. I will now talk in a bit more detail about
two of the amendments proposed in the bill. One is
the creation of the Environment Protection Board
and the other is the merging of two existing bodies
to form Ecorecycle Victoria.

waste;
(c)

clear definition of the membership of the board of
Ecorecycle; and

(d) full accountability of the Environment Protection
AuthOrity for the spending by the authority of the
landfilllevy' .

In conclusion, the reasoned amendment would
improve the legislation and would go much of the
way toward assisting the achievement of the target
of 50 per cent by 2000. The opposition is concerned
that without the reasoned amendment that target
will not be achievable.
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) - I offer the
bill my full support. I also take the opportunity of
thanking the opposition for its bipartisan support on
the important issue of sustaining and maintaining
the environment. I oppose the reasoned amendment
and make it clear that the bill in its current form is
workable and relevant, and that following the
establishment of the new bodies it will result in a
new level of productivity and accountability at the

The proposed Environment Protection Board will
take over from the Environment Council, which is to
be disbanded. Times have changed, and a new
direction is needed to deal with modern demands
and the stresses and strains imposed on the
environment. Environment protection is now a very
complex science and new strategies and directions
are required to ensure that legislation is relevant.
The proposed Environment Protection Board will
oversee operations and provide appropriate
strategic directions and policy implementation
strategies. It will also make up a necessary
component of the EPA administration and establish
a corporate plan.
I stress that the board will not be involved in
statutory decision making, which will remain with
the EPA and Parliament. However, in this time of
increased accountability it is a commonsense
approach to establish a board that will provide a
sensible and productive work system. The board
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will ensure that the operations of the EPA are
productive and workable.

The bill also proposes to fulfil a coalition election
commitment to amalgamate the Recycling and
Resource Recovery Council and the Waste
Management Council. The proposal has received
widespread support. Waste management is a vital
and important component of environmental
sustainability and it is critical to develop an
appropriate waste management strategy and
program with a strong emphasis on recycling. As
Mr Power noted in his worthwhile contribution,
Victoria has a very good record of recycling. In
particular, all Victorians can be proud of our record
in the separation of recyclable materials.

100 per cent dedicated to environmental
sustainability. I hope that with the passage of the bill
productive and necessary changes will take place at
the EPA to ensure that future generations can enjoy
the wonderful natural assets and undoubted and
unrivalled tourism and recreational possibilities
Victoria offers.
I applaud the efforts of the existing members and
staff of the EPA and wish them and the members of
the proposed new bodies well in their endeavours. I
support all the recommendations in the bill and wish
it a speedy passage.
House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Ayes, 31

In 1992 the government inherited a high quality

waste minimisation program, which it has since
made significantly better, as it has done with many
other things, and Ecorecycle will continue to
improve the system. The board of Ecorecycle will
have wide representation from community groups,
local government and the like. Mr Power's reasoned
amendment refers to clear definition of the
membership of the Ecorecycle board. The members
will be appointed by the minister and the
composition of the board will be made public when
the appointments have been made.
It is important to state that with levies in place on
waste disposal and landfill facilities the onus will

now shift to individuals to save money by
separating recyclable materials from others to
reduce the volume of general waste. It will be an
important part of the operations and philosophy of
Ecorecycle that in order for people to save on levies
they must take the initiative and ensure that the
recycling process starts in their homes. Facilities are
in place to assist in that process. Municipal councils
now distribute recycling bins for plastics and glass,
waste paper recycling programs are in place and
most gardeners know the value of keeping a high
quality compost system in their backyards.
The bill also makes appropriate recommendations
on landfilllevies, regional waste management
programs and industrial waste. The second-reading
speech touches on these issues in some detail, so I
will not take up time going over them.
In conclusion, together with Mr Bishop and Mr Eren,

I am a member of the Environment and Natural
Resources Committee of Parliament, and I am
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Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell,Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. McL.
Davis, Mr P. R
de Fegely, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Or (Teller)
' Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms (Teller)
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty,Mrs
Wilding,Mrs

Noes, 8
Eren,Mr
Hogg,Mrs
McLean, Mrs (Teller)
Nardella, Mr

Nguyen, Mr (Teller)
Power,Mr
Pullen,Mr
Walpole,Mr

Pairs
Forwood,Mr
Wells, Or
~en~entnegatived.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Gould,Miss
Theophanous, Mr
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Third reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

In doing so I thank Mr Power for his contribution,
and in particular Mr Boardman for his elaborate
comments on the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
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revised code is an improvement, but in order to
highlight the concerns of the oppOSition, I move the
following reasoned amendment:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof 'this house not ratify any
ministerial approval of a Code of Forest Practices for
Timber Production until that Code of Forest Practices
contains all the suggested guidelines as proposed by
the CSIRO in its report entitled Review of the Code of
Forest Practices for Timber Production dated September
1995'.

The failure to include all of the CSIRO's
recommendations will allow land-holders to choose
whether they wish to apply the guidelines. The
guidelines are not as strong as they should be.

Passed remaining stages.

CODE OF FOREST PRACTICES FOR
TIMBER PRODUCTION
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That the Instrument of Approval of the Code of Forest
Practices for Timber Production, Revision No. 2,
November 19%, approved by the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management on 15 November
1996, be ratified.

Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - In order to take
everybody by swprise, I indicate that the opposition
acknowledges the intention of the Code of Forest
Practices and will not oppose its ratification, but I
have a reasoned amendment which I will move at an
appropriate time.
The Code of Forest Practices was ratified by the
Victorian Parliament in May 1989 in accordance with
the provisions of the Conservation, Forests and
Lands Act 1987. We are now dealing with the second
revision of that code. Its main pwpose is to
safeguard the forest environment via the application
of a set of environmental care principles.
The CSIRO has produced a detailed report
recommending more than 70 changes. We are
concerned that not all of the changes have been
accepted. The code has not picked up the CSIRO's
recommendation that it be applied equally to
plantations on public land and private land. Also,
the code does not deal with its monitoring and
enforcement. The opposition acknowledges that the

The major disappointment is the difference between
the treatment of Crown land and private land. If
native forests and vegetation need to be protected on
public land, they should be protected on private
land as well. In addition, the CSIRO recommended
that the code be reviewed every five years, whereas
the government is recommending a review every
three years. There is a view that three years is too
short a period for the review to be genuine.
The CSIRO also recommended that the wood
capacity of forests must be either maintained or
enhanced using methods consistent with the code,
but those key words are not included in the
government's document. It now reads that the wood
production capacity of forests 'should be'
maintained or enhanced as distinct from 'must be'.
The mandatory impact of the CSIRO's proposed
reduction has been lost. It is argued that that could
be achieved by effective regeneration, establishment
techniques and protection of soil quality at the local
hectare scale. The code removes the protection of soil
quality at the local hectare scale, which is a
weakening of the position.
The CSIRO also recommended that the water quality
be protected by measures that minimise the direct
disturbance - again the words 'must be' have been
omitted. It certainly reduces the strength and intent
of the recommendation. Similarly, the CSIRO
recommended that stream flow be managed to meet
community needs by the careful planning of
harvesting operations and of the area and location of
new plantations. The last phrase, 'and of the area
and location of new plantations', has been omitted.

CODE OF FOREST PRACTICES FOR TIMBER PRODUCTION

1338

COUNCIL

We should be concerned about stream flow
measures in new plantations.
In respect of establishing and tending timber stands,
the code contains variations of the CSIRO
recommendations concerning regeneration. In the
document before us the regeneration of harvested
coupes must be attained by the use of silvicultural
methods that are economically and environmentally
appropriate to the particular type of forest. The
CSIRO was concerned that the word 'economic'
should not be used because it would diminish the
notion of environment.

The opposition congratulates the government and
the minister on the requirement that native forests
must not be cleared to provide land for plantations.
The opposition supports that recommendation, as it
does the reference to regeneration. The code refers to
pesticides, which were not in the CSIRO's
recommendations but which have been included in
the government's document.
About half the CSIRO's recommendations on forest
health have been omitted. The opposition also has
concerns about the section referring to water quality
and aquatic habitat protection. Five classes were
recommended by the CSIRO but that has been
reduced to four for the crucial class of water supply
to towns. The recommended buffer in the revised
code is much narrower. Instead of 40 to 80 metres it
has been reduced to 20 to 40 metres.
The CSIRO recommended exclusion of harvesting
on slopes that were steeper than 30 degrees. The
revised code talks about general harvesting
operations also being excluded from slopes of
30 degrees also, but the difference is that the code of
practice uses the word 'should' whereas the CSIRO
recommends the word 'must'.
The opposition will not oppose this code because it
is an improvement. The reasoned amendment is an
attempt to firm up the policies and argue that more
of the CSIRO's recommendations should be reflected
in the code.
Hon. PHILIP DAVIS (Gippsland) - I support
the Code of Forest Practices and oppose the
reasoned amendment moved by Mr Power on the
basis that the opposition fails to understand the
importance of the revision to the code. Quite clearly,
the original code was introduced in 1989 on the basis
of a well-developed history of forestry in this state.
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There was an accumulation of knowledge in the
department. Having responsibility for supervision of
our public forests and forestry at large as well as
experience in the industry led to the building up of a
body of knowledge that was capable of ensuring
that codes of practice were acceptable to the industry
and would better enhance the environmental
management and sustainability of forestry in
Victoria.
In the time that has elapsed since the introduction of
the first draft of the code in 1989 those involved have
further developed their understanding of the effects
of those management practices. In 1994 the former
Minister for Natural Resources, the Honourable
Geoff Coleman, initiated a review. The former
minister appointed CSIRO's forestry products
division to undertake a revision of the code as one
element of the overall consideration of its provisions.
Any review process must acknowledge the wide
range of stakeholders in forest management. Not
only is it appropriate to commission an expert body
such as the CSIRO and to take account of the
scientific and technical views it expresses, it is also
important to recognise the valid roles the other
stakeholders have to play.

More than 50 submissions were received and it was
necessary to consider the comments made in each of
them. The opposition's implication that the other
submitters should be entirely ignored - that only
one body of knowledge, the CSIRO report, should be
the basis of the review - in no way expresses the
interests of other stakeholders. I do not share the
opposition's view because the effect would be to
delegate the input and evaluation processes to a
body outside government. Any decision to arrive at
a consensual position - that is, a position that
reflects an appropriate management regime that all
the stakeholders can agree to - should be in the
government's hands.
I will not say anything further, other than to
comment on Mr Power's assertion that for private
foresters with private land adherence to the code of
practice would be optional. Clearly, the responsible
local planning authorities - that is, the
municipalities - are required to take cognisance of
the guidelines in the Code of Forest Practices.
Similarly, the provisions of the S13 plarming scheme
amendment have since 1993 imposed on the owners
of private land that is used for forestry the same
responsibility to adhere to the code of practice as is
imposed on foresters on public land. The responsible
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planning authority has to determine the necessary
permit conditions to ensure compliance. It is not, as
Mr Power asserted, an optional code.
The code of practice is a significant improvement on
the original 19B9 code, and I welcome its adoption
by this house.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) - I support the
code of practice and for the reasons outlined by my
colleague Mr Davis do not agree with the reasoned
amendment moved by Mr Power.
Some honourable members may not be aware of
what the code of practice is. It is essentially a rule
book governing all forestry operations in Victoria on
both public and private land. It outlines the range of
functions we need to consider in undertaking
forestry operations so that any environmental effects
and the future sustainability of the industry are
taken into account. It strikes a balance between the
importance of environmental considerations and the
need to maintain a sustainable timber industry.
Mr Power may think it does not go far enough on
the environmental side, but after taking all things
into account I believe it strikes an appropriate
balance.
Mr Power also commented on the economic impacts
of the code, which cannot be ignored in a debate
about forest practices. Australia continues to have a
$2 million balance of trade deficit in timber and
timber-related products. Surely our country should
be able to meet all its timber-related needs. Anything
that can be done to address that deficit is important,
particularly when one takes account of the fact that
environmental considerations are more stringent in
Australia than they are overseas.

Mr Power said that the opposition supported the
proposition that native vegetation should not be
cleared for plantation purposes. That is true of
public land, but not necessarily of private land. One
of the major employers in my electorate, Australian
Paper, is going through the process of establishing
more plantation timber, which environmentally is a
sound move. It requires some clearing of low-grade
native vegetation, and that sort of practice is to be
encouraged.
Finally, I turn to the need to make good use of
Victoria's timber resource. I was extra pleased that
earlier this year the government called for tenders
for the annual allocation of an additional
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BOO 000 cubic metres of residual wood in East
Gippsland. Essentially residual timber is timber left
on the forest floor, and there have been many
debates in this house over the years about that
shocking waste of resources. The department called
for expressions of interests in those allocations.
I am pleased to support today's announcement by
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management in another place that the department
has signed a heads of agreement with four major
companies to make good use of the resource. The
companies are T. J. Andrews Sawmill,
Harris-Daishowa, Midway Wood Products and
Misal Technologies. That will be a significant boost
to employment and economic prospects in the East
Gippsland. Some of the benefits to come from that
decision will include improved technology for the
sawing of low-grade sawlogs and more particle
board for the particle board industry. It will also
affect the supply of products such as wood fuel,
briquettes and veneer products, as well as benefiting
traditional saw milling. The announcement by the
minister today is extra good news for the Gippsland
region, which already relies on the timber industry.
It is important that we make full use of the resources
that are available. Although it is a renewable
resource, it is also a precious resource. The better we
can use it, the greater the benefits for the
environment and the economy. The code of practice
is about sensible management of our forestry
operations, and that has a flow-on effect on the
proper use of the resource. With those words I
support the code of practice and reject the reasoned
amendment.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vole no):
Ayes, 31
Asher,Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter,Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Boardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr (Teller)
Cover,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr D. MeL.

Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles, Mr
Lucas,Mr
LuOOns, Mrs
Powell, Mrs (Teller)
Ross, Or
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong,Mr
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Varty,Mrs
Wilding,Mrs

Davis, Mr P. R.
de Fegely, Mr
Furletti, Mr

Read second time.

Third reading
Noes,S
Nguyen,Mr
Power, Mr (Teller)
Pullen,Mr
Walpole,Mr

Gould,Miss
Hogg, Mrs (Teller)
McLean,Mrs
Nardella, Mr

Pairs
Theophanous, Mr
Eren,Mr

Forwood, Mr
Wells, Or

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I note the opposition's lack of opposition to the bill.
On future occasions if Mr Power is not opposing an
issue it is a tad bizarre of him to call for a division, as
occurred with the previous measure.

Amendment negatived.

Motion agreed to.

Motion agreed to.

Read third time.

Remaining stages

Code of practice ratified.

LAND (FURTHER REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS) BILL

Passed remaining stages.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Second reading

Adjournment
Debate resumed from 10 December; motion of
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology).
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - The bill deserves
vigorous and lengthy debate, but I indicate briefly
that the opposition does not oppose it.
The bill applies to three separate pieces of land.
Oause 3 refers to a Crown grant at Carisbrook
originally reserved in the last century as a water
well. The reservation will be removed and the land
sold. Oause 4 involves land at Bullarto South which
was reserved for water supply purposes in 1892. The
revocation of the reservation will allow sale of the
land. Oause 5 involves land in Burnley which was
reserved for a public park and recreation purposes.
Small pieces of land were cut off from the rest of the
ovals and railway line, but it has never been
considered by the local community to be a park.
Importantly, the City of Yarra is not opposing the
revocation, but is seeking compensation. Gause 7
refers to action that needs to be taken in respect to
the Land Titles Office.
The opposition does not oppose the bill.
Motion agreed to.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until a day and
hour to be fixed by Mr President, which time of
meeting shall be notified in writing to each honourable
member.

Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Christmas felicitations
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - As we mark the end of
the spring session I wish everyone the very best for
the coming Christmas period and thank everyone
for their cooperation during the session. As I said at
the President's dinner, any election year is a long
year, and in 1996 we have had not just a state
election but also a federal election. It adds up to the
fact that it is a relatively tiring process. From our

ADJOURNMENT
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perspective it has been a remarkably enjoyable and
very fulfilling year both personally and
professionally, but it has led us to universally reach
the conclusion in December of 1996 that we are
looking forward to a break.
Since last Ouistmas a number of members have
retired and a number of new members have joined
us. I particularly note the retirement of longstanding
members, including such people as the Honourable
Haddon Storey. We wish them the very best in their
new endeavours. In a way we envy them for their
new lifestyles.
I also place on the record our admiration for AIan
Brown, who recently announced his retirement from
another place. He was an outstanding minister, and
during his short time as leader of the Parliamentary
Liberal Party he did an excellent job on behalf of all
our interests. In particular, he played a pivotal role
in forming a coalition between the Liberal and
National parties, which is at the heart of the success
of the coalition government. We wish AIan Brown
all the best in his role as Agent-General in London.
I thank a number of people who have been very
supportive during the year. In particular, I thank my
ministerial colleagues in this chamber. It is enjoyable
to come to work here, and one of the reasons for that
is the genuine sense of camaraderie among my
colleagues. I particularly cite my ministerial
colleagues in this place; we work as a very good
team. It is quite a selfless operation. Without being
asked, ministers fill in for others when something
has gone off the rails, when the pressure is up, or
when someone has been called out of the chamber and it works perfectly. I am pleased with the fact
that it does, and I thank my ministerial colleagues
very much for that. They have done a brilliant job in
this place. Most importantly, from our point of view,
the team is intact and it is a natural team.
I also thank the whips, in particular Caroline
Hogg--

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - She has done an
extraordinary job. The money we sling her has
nothing to do with it at all. I also thank Ken Smith,
who has settled in and who puts up with our jibes. I
think he does very well. We were not able to pick on
Dick de Fegely with the degree of ease with which
we pick on Ken. He has been an integral part of
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what I regard as a successful team. I stress the
success of the team because in the absence of it you
would be seeking it, and we are lucky enough to
have him.
I also thank the Clerks. Their task is not easy to do,
and in their absence I often have a go at them. I
should not because they do an excellent job. They
serve this place with real distinction, and on behalf
of all of us I thank them for their work.
I pay tribute to Hansard. It is extraordinary to think
that when I came in here this morning at about
9.00 a.m. yesterday'S Daily Hansard was delivered to
me. The Hansard staff must have been working on it
up until about 2.00 a.m. or 3.00 a.m. It is a great
service. Of course Hansard is now on the Internet,
and that is a very important breakthrough.
I also thank the other staff - the attendants in
particular - for their efforts and their great courtesy
and professionalism. This place runs very well and
has maintained unusually high standards, - and
that is not easy. It is easy to let the standards slip,
but they have not. The standards have remained
extremely high, and I thank the attendants for that.
I wish everyone all the best for Christmas. Relax and
enjoy, and have a good Christmas Day. The Premier
has said that those on this side of the house should
take a long summer holiday and we look forward to
following the Premier's instructions. All the best for
the season. To my coalition colleagues in particular I
say: have a good break; you deserve it after a
fantastic year.
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - On behalf
of the opposition I wish every member of the house
and their families a safe and peaceful Christmas. It is
a time that should be shared with your families. For
those of us who have children it is a time we can
reintroduce ourselves and get reacquainted with
them without the pressures of our daily demands.
I join with the government in acknowledging the
opposition's thanks to the people who have
provided extraordinary service and assistance to us
over the past year. It is important for the opposition
to thank the papers office, especially Anne Sargent,
who has received over 1100 questions on notice from
us, and her staff, Simon and Gabrielle, as well as Ray
Wright. I thank Bill Jarrett, the housekeeper, and the
attendants, Russell, Geoff, Michael, AIan, Greg,
Peter and Philip. Without their assistance the house
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would not operate as efficiently as it does. I also
thank the cleaners, who keep our messy offices in
some sort of order, and the support staff both in the
house and at 35 Spring Street.
I thank the chief reporter, Eric, and the Hansard staff
who take down all our words and make them sound
better than the way we uttered them. I thank the
librarian, Bruce, and his staff, who are always
helpful to members of the opposition. I also thank
the education officer, Megan, who has assisted so
many students who have visited Parliament,
especially in October this year when we held
Children's Parliament which I presided over at one
stage. It is very important that our children
understand how we operate in this place.
I thank Syd, the dining room and catering staff and
the engineering and gardening staff, who have all
assisted the running of Parliament.
Hon. K. M. Smith - What about Bill Schober, the
car parking attendant?
Hon. M. M. GOULD - Yes, and Bill. I am sure
all members now have the appropriate yellow
stickers on their cars and have signed for them.
I thank the Clerks, who offer advice and keep us in
order by calling the orders of the day and so on.
Usually they are the last to know what is happening.
I was told when I first came here that the one
certainty is that there is no certainty. Things change,
but everyone always manages to keep this place
operating at a very high standard.
I wish every single member of the chamber a safe
and happy Christmas and new year. Enjoy your
break. It has been a hard year. As the Leader of the
Government said, it is a year during which we have
had not only a state election but also a federal
election - and some of us have been involved in
local council elections. I hope you all enjoy the
break, have a restful time and I look forward to
seeing you in the new year.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I am
delighted to be indulging in Christmas felicitations
at a reasonable hour of the day. I recall at this time
last year the felicitations were being made at
3.50 a.m. after having 12 hours debate on City Unk.
Oh, how I have missed City Link! I am not sure that
it has been such a good year for me. I have turned 50
and I have been sacked twice!
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Hon. R. A. Best - And you have done nothing
wrong.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER - But life goes on. I
endorse the remarks made by the Leader of the
Government and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. This is a great institution and I think we
all value it. I would particularly like to place on
record at this time of the year our appreciation for so
many people who assist us and who make this place
work so well.
Each of the new members who came to us after the
election earlier this year has made a contribution to
Parliament and will continue to do so in an
expanding way as each gains more experience in this
place. I particularly welcome Mrs Jeanette Powell,
who joined the National Party ranks and has, as
some would say, provided a long overdue balance. I
also commend Peter Hall on assuming the deputy
presidency of this house; I pay tribute to him for the
way he has handled committees and relieved you,
Mr President, in the chair. He does it with great
authority and skill.
I also thank the Clerks, for they are vital cogs in the
running of Parliament. I particularly send best
wishes to Phil Mithen, the Clerk of the Legislative
Assembly, who, we have learnt today, is in
St Vincent's Hospital following a heart attack this
morning. I hope to see Phil back early in the new
year in recovered health.
I also pay tribute to the staff in this building. There
has been a period of some uncertainty for staff, with
proposals to decant Parliament and some people
wondering what that may mean to job security.
Perhaps things have changed again in the other
direction in the past few days. Nevertheless, some
members of staff have had concerns about that and I
thank them for the way they have brought those
concerns to my notice; I hope their concerns have
been sufficiently dealt with.
I also thank the people who have been involved in
the cleaning of the stonework around Parliament
House. Anybody who has walked up Bourke Street
today, now that the scaffolding has been removed
from the northern part of the Spring Street facade,
would have seen the dramatic contrast that now
exists between the cleaned stonework and that still
to be cleaned; it is extraordinary. Once the whole of
the Spring Street facade is cleaned this building will
take on a whole new lease of life. I have spoken with
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the men and women working on that project; they
have great pride in it - and little wonder, when you
see the results of their labours.
I thank you, Mr President, for the way you have
conducted the business of the house. I thank all
colleagues for the good humour we can all maintain
in this place despite the sometimes quite nasty and
politically motivated jibes that fly across the
chamber in both directions. That is the nature of the
occupation, but nevertheless by and large good
humour has been maintained by all members.
I endorse the comments of the Leader of the
Government that we should take a holiday. He is
repeating to us what the Premier said at a coalition
meeting. I hope the Premier is taking his own
advice. Then we can return in 1997, refreshed and
looking forward to another good year.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I acknowledge the
loyal and professional support given to all of us by
the staff of the Legislative Council. We are
extraordinarily well served by them. I acknowledge
the professionalism of the library staff, Hansard, the
catering staff, the Department of the House
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Committee staff, the gardeners, the maintenance
people, the security staff, and the education officer,
who does a great job with all her colleagues, and
thank them all for their support.
On many issues the Parliament of Victoria leads
other parliaments in Australia. I could give you a
long litany, but I assure members that we are
respected by other parliaments for our innovations.
I join Mr Baxter in wishing Phil Mithen a speedy and
complete recovery from today's episode. My thanks
go to Peter Hall for the support he has given me and
also to the other temporary chairmen of committees.
I thank the Honourable Bill Baxter for the excellent
work that he has been carrying out on behalf of all
members of Parliament.
I wish all members a happy and safe Christmas and
a particularly safe and prosperous New Year.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 6.26 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Gas and Fuel Corporation building
(Question No. 116)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Finance, for the Treasurer:
On what date was the Gas and Fuel Corporation board meeting held which authorised letters to Hudson Conway
and/ or Gleem Pty Ltd indicating that the contract for the construction of the new Gas and Fuel Corporation building at
the corner of Spring and !..atrobe streets, Melbourne, was to be terminated?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
There was no contract for construction of a new Gas and Fuel Corporation building as contemplated in the question.
There was an agreement to lease a particular building once it had been built.
Hudson Conway Ltd was formally advised that Gas and Fuel Corporation would not be proceeding with the
agreement to lease in a hand-delivered letter dated 21 May 1993 from the chairman of Gas and Fuel Corporation to the
chief executive of Hudson Conway Ltd. This was followed by formal notice to the secretary of Gleem Pty Ltd in a letter
from the corporate secretary of the Gas and Fuel Corporation dated 24 May 1993.
This action followed consideration of the corporation's accommodation requirements by the board of the Gas and Fuel
Corporation.

Energy efficiency
(Question No. 341)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Finance, for the Treasurer:
In regard to ensuring energy efficiency in Victoria, what are the details of spending by the government for each year
since it came to office on encouraging energy efficiency and reducing greenhouse gas emissions?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
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Budget sector spending on encouraging energy efficiency and the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions has been as follows:

1

Energy Victoria

92193

93/94

94/95

95/96

Srn

Srn

Srn

Srn

2.45

1.98

1.57

2.40

0.54

0.62

0.76

0.82

0.60

0.50

2.93

3.72

responsible for encouraging and promoting
renewable energy and energy conservation
in Victoria.

Environment Protection AuthorityJ

-

accountabilities,
with
other
along
responsible for the recommendation to
Government of environmental quality
strategies and for monitoring and reporting
on environmental quality trends.

Herman Research Laboratories (HRL
Ltd)3
leading
organisation
into
research
Integrated Drying Gasification Combined
Cycle technology for power generation
from low rank coals.

Total

2.99

2.60

I Portfolio Department: 1992-93 Manufacturing and Industry Development (part) Energy and
Minerals. 1993-94 Energy and Minerals, 1994-95 Energy and Minerals (part) Agriculture, Energy
and Minerals, 1995-96 Agriculture, Energy and Minerals (part) Natural Resources and Environment

Portfolio Department: 1992-93 Conservation and Environment (part) Conservation and Natural
Resources, 1993-94 Conservation and Natural Resources. 1994-95 Conservation and Natural
Resources, 1995-96 Conservation and Natural Resources (part) Natural Resources and Environment

2

3

Portfolio Department: 1994-95 Agriculture, Energy and Minerals, 1995-96 Treasury and Finance.

Other programs which include both budget and non-budget sector spending on encouraging energy efficiency and
greenhouse gas reduction have included Victoria's contribution to the Australian and New Zealand Minerals and
Energy Council (ANZMEC), through its Energy Management Task Force (EMTF). ANZMEC/EMTF activities include:
the development of a nationwide energy rating scheme for houses (NatHERS);
the further development of the appliance-labelling program and minimum energy performance standards
(MEPS) for certain domestic appliances;
the development of a national program for improving energy efficiency in commercial buildings;
the examination of the feasibility of energy labelling and/ or standards for commercial and industrial
equipment - for example, electric motors, packaged airconditioners; and
a variety of other programs targeting energy end use efficiency.
Funding is committed to these activities annually. The commonwealth provides 50 per cent of funds required and the
states and territories provide funds on a per capita basis. Victoria's contribution is 12.8 per cent of the total.
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Other non-budget spending for encouraging energy efficiency and greenhouse gas reduction have included the
following:
management and regulation of energy labelling of major electrical domestic appliances by the office of the Chief
Electrical Inspector, who also supports the promotion of the annual Galaxy Electric Awards, and participates in
national initiatives to enhance energy labelling programs;
non-budget sector contribution towards development of Integrated Drying Gasification Combined Cycle
(IDGCC) technology by HRL Ltd;
research, development, manufacture and marketing internationally of solid oxide, or ceramic, fuel cell technology
by part government owned Ceramic Fuel Cells Ltd; and
the Demand Management Action program to encourage energy users to invest in more energy-efficient processes
and equipment (1992-93 -1993-94),
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Health: media research and opinion polling
(Question No. 201)
H>n. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Health:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what are the details of all media
reearch and public opinion polling conducted since 3 October 1992, including - (i) the title of each poll or item of
reearch; (ii) the date approved and duration of the contract; (ill) cost; (iv) the personnel conducting the project; (v)
wlether it was put to tender; (vi) recommendations made; and (vii) any actions taken by the department or minister?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer is:
(a)

Media Research
(i)
Title: Preferred new location for the proposed new Latrobe Valley Hospital. This was prepared by Klein
and Associates, who were engaged by Corporate Kudos Pty Ltd (CK). CK were engaged as
communications consultant to the LRH Project on 31 October 1995 following a tender process. CK's
appointment was approved by the Government Purchasing Board. In its capacity as communications
consultant and in accordance with the scope of the consultancy brief, CK engaged the services of Klein
and Associates OOein) to prepare the above report, which is dated December 1995.
(ii)
Approval date and duration: Approved 31 October 1995, ended December 1995.
(ill) Cost: CK billed the LRH Project $10320 for this report representing reimbursement of Klein's costs.
(iv) Personnel: Personnel involved in undertaking the research were engaged by Kleins. No Department of
Human Services or other government employees were involved.
(v) Tender: See (i).
(vi) Recommendations: The report contained research findings only. It contained no recommendations to the
LRH project.
(vii) Actions taken: The report was tabled at the LRH project steering committee meeting of 19 January 1996,
where it was agreed by the steering committee that the report be released to shortlisted consortia
bidding for the LRH project on an information-only basis.

(b)

Opinion Polling
Title: Hospital in the home: A patient-carer satisfaction survey. This survey was conducted by contract
through KPMG as part of the evaluation of the hospital in the home program.
(ii)
Approval date and duration: Signed June 1995, to be completed December 1996.
(tii) Cost: Approximately $400 000. Satisfaction survey is only one-sixth of the work plan. Other areas
include service models, literature review, clinical outcomes review, cost comparisons and policy
matters.
(iv) Personnel: Roy Morgan as a subcontractor to KPMG.
(v) Tender: Yes.
(vi) Recommendations: Report yet to be published.
(vii) Actions taken: See (iv).
(i)
Title: Patient satisfaction survey stage 2
(ii)
Approval date and duration: Approved 23 March 1995. Duration 8 May 1995 to 30 September 1995.
(ill) Cost: $365 229.
(iv) Personnel: TQA Research Pty Ltd.
(v) Tender: Yes.
(i)
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(vi)

(vii)

(i)

(ii)
(ill)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(i)

(ii)

(ill)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(i)

(ii)
(ill)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
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Recommendations: Strengths and weaknesses were reported to individual hospitals. Aggregate results
of the 30 hospitals (4970 patients) were published via an executive summary. System strengths and
weaknesses were reported.
Actions taken: Results were widely distributed. A brochure for public hospital use was developed to
raise awareness of patient satisfaction survey and its importance. An evaluation survey is currently
being undertaken to determine/assess action taken and identify barriers to improvement.
Title: Syndicated survey: 'Health Care - Australia 1993'
Approval date and duration: Approved 6 October 1993, duration three weeks.
Cost: $11 830.
Personnel: TQA Research Pty Ltd.
Tender: The survey was not done specifically for the department, and was therefore not put to tender by
the department.
Recommendations: None.
Actions taken: Briefing on results provided to minister by department.
Title: Syndicated survey: 'Health Care - Australia 1995'
Approval date and duration: Approved 10 July 1995, duration three weeks.
Cost: $12 680.
Personnel: TQA Research Pty Ltd.
Tender: The survey was not done specifically for the department, and was therefore not put to tender by
the department.
Recommendations: None.
Actions taken: None to date.
Title: Communication strategy for Health and Community Services. As part of the preparation of a
communications strategy for the department by Western Pacific Communications, Western Pacific
conducted a number of focus groups to provide target audience input to the strategy.
Approval date and duration: Approved June 1995, ended July 1995.
Cost: Not costed individually, included in overall cost of consultancy.
Personnel: Personnel involved in undertaking the research were employees of Western Pacific. No
Department of Human Services or other government employees were involved.
Tender: Tendered as part of tender process for the overall project.
Recommendation: The report contained research findings only. It contained no recommendations.
Actions taken: Briefing on results provided to minister and senior executives of the department.

Health: consultancies
(Question No. 392)

Hon. M. M. GOULD asked the Minister for Health:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration what are the details of consultancies,
engagements or contracts for work undertaken by DDB Needham Melbourne Pty Ltd and/ or DDB Needham
Worldwide Pty Ltd since October 1992 to publicise, promote, highlight or in any way assist with the publiC relations or
information dissemination activities, indicating - (i) what was or is the purpose of the consultancy, engagement or
contract; (ii) what was or is the period of the consultancy, engagement or contract; (ill) the cost of the consultancy,
engagement or contract; and (iv) whether tenders were called?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer is:
Health is part of the Department of Human Services. Prior to the machinery-of-government changes it was part of the
Department of Health and Community Services and the information provided below relates only to the Department of
Health and Community Services. Given the integrated management structure, it is not possible to extract figures only
for Health. Therefore the information provided also covers the areas of responsibility of the Minister for Youth and
Community Services and the Minister for Aged Care.
The companies in question provided the following services to the department:
November 1992 - advertise in Australian newspapers to seek applicants for appointment to public hospital
boards of management - cost $11 721;
January 1993 - advertise in Australian and New Zealand newspapers for recruitment of executive project
directors - cost $18 867;
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April 1993 - advertise in Australian newspapers for recruitment of executive staff - cost $4104
During the period covering the above services DDB Needham Melbourne/Worldwide Pty Ltd was the interim media
placement agency for the government
Other payments totalling $743 were also made for minor advertising costs - e.g. calling of tenders.
Grants are made available by the Department of Human Services to a number of non-government voluntary agencies,
statutory authorities and other bodies including public hospitals, aged care centres and community health centres.
Because of the number and diversity of these organisations the time and resources required to answer this question in
their respect cannot be justified.

Aged Care: consultancies
(Question No. 399)
Hon. M. M. GOULD asked the Minister for Aged Care:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration what are the details of consultancies,
engagements or contracts for work undertaken by DDB Needham Melbourne Pty Ltd and/ or DDB Needham
Worldwide Pty Ltd since October 1992 to publicise, promote, highlight or in any way assist with the public relations or
information dissemination activities, indicating - (i) what was or is the purpose of the consultancy, engagement or
contract; (iD what was or is the period of the consultancy, engagement or contract; (ill) the cost of the consultancy,
engagement or contract; and (iv) whether tenders were called?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Aged Care) - The answer is:
Aged Care is part of the Department of Human Services. Given the integrated management structure, it is not possible
to extract figures only for Aged Care. The information is included in the reply I have given as the Minister for Health
(question no. 392) as the senior minister for the department

Housing: consultancies
(Question No. 402)
Hon. M. M. GOULD asked the Minister for Health, for the Minister for Housing:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within her administration what are the details of consultancies,
engagements or contracts for work undertaken by DDB Needham Melbourne Pty Ltd and/ or DDB Needham
Worldwide Pty Ltd since October 1992 to publicise, promote, highlight or in any way assist with the public relations or
information dissemination activities, indicating - (i) what was or is the purpose of the consultancy, engagement or
contract; (iD what was or is the period of the consultancy, engagement or contract; (ill) the cost of the consultancy,
engagement or contract; and (iv) whether tenders were called?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
Housing is part at the Department of Human Services. Prior to the machinery-ot-government changes in April 1996 it
was part of the Department of Planning and Development. The information below relates only to the period October
1992 to March 1996. Given the integrated management structure of the Department of Human Services, it is not
possible to extract figures for Housing since March 1996.
In the above period there were two payments totalling $793 to DDB Needham Worldwide Pty Ltd for the placing of
advertisements relating to departmental publications in Victorian regional newspapers.
Grants, generally small, are made available under my authority to a number of non-government agencies providing
housing assistance - e.g. women's refuges. The time and resources required to answer this question in respect of all
these agencies cannot be justified.
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Youth and Community Services: consultancies
(Question No. 411)
Hon. M. M. GOULD asked the Minister for Health, for the Minister for Youth and Community Services:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration what are the details of consultancies,
engagements or contracts for work undertaken by DDB Needham Melbourne Pty Ltd and/ or DDB Needham
Worldwide Pty Ltd since October 1992 to publicise, promote, highlight or in any way assist with the public relations or
information dissemination activities, indicating - (i) what was or is the purpose of the consultancy, engagement or
contract; (ii) what was or is the period of the consultancy, engagement or contract; (ill) the cost of the consultancy,
engagement or contract; and (iv) whether tenders were called?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Youth and
Community Services is:
Youth and Community Services is part of the Department of Human Services. Given the integrated management
structure, it is not possible to extract figures only for Youth and Community Services. The information is included in
the response from the Minister for Health (question no. 392) as the senior minister for the Department.

Aboriginal Affairs: consultancies
(Question No. 420)
Hon. M. M. GOULD asked the Minister for Health, for the Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within her administration what are the details of consultancies,
engagements or contracts for work undertaken by DDB Needham Melbourne Pty Ltd and/ or DDB Needham
Worldwide Pty Ltd since October 1992 to publicise, promote, highlight or in any way assist with the public relations or
information dissemination activities, indicating - (i) what was or is the purpose of the consultancy, engagement or
contract; (ii) what was or is the period of the consultancy, engagement or contract; (ill) the cost of the consultancy,
engagement or contract; and (iv) whether tenders were called?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer supplied by the Minister responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs is:
Aboriginal Affairs is part of the Department of Human Services. Given the integrated management structure, it is not
possible to extract figures only for Aboriginal Affairs. The information is included in the response from the Minister for
Health (question no. 392) as the senior minister for the department.

East Preston Community Health Centre
(Question No. 424)
Hon. PAT POWER asked the Minister for Health:
In respect of the East Preston Community Health Centre for this and each of the previous four financial years (a) What staff have been employed to be directly involved in the provision of dental health services?
(b)
How many persons were treated for - (i) cavities requiring fillings; (ii) extractions followed by fitting of
dentures; (iv) extractions; (v) fitting of partial dentures; (vi) fitting of braces and related treatment; and (vii)
other treatments?
(c)
What has been the average real waiting time to receive treatment for (i) fillings; (ii) dentures; and (ill) other
treatments?
(d) What is, and has been, the level of funding for dental work?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer is:
(a)

The number of funded dental teams (dentist, nurse, part-time reception)
1.8 EFT
June 1993
1.8 EFl'
June 1994
3.0 EFT
June 1995
4.0 EFT
June 1996
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(b)
Numbers of people treated
Prior to 1994-95 information was not collected by the department on the number of items of each type of treatment
provided. The range of treatment to be funded was specified, and agencies reported on the total number of people they
treated each year, and the total number of visits.

1992-93"

1993-94"

Number of people:
Number of visits:

2254

Number of people:
Number of visits:

1837
2665

845

.. =Not including intern
From July 1994, an information system was introduced to record all treatment items under output funding. This allows
a breakdown into treatment categories:

Fillings
Dentures:

Full
Partial

Extractions
Fitting of Braces (Orthodontics)
Other Treatments
Total Number of Visits'"
Total Number of People'"
.. Including Intern

1994-95
4167
83
153
1268
0
7387
6830
3056

1995-96
6434

100
237
2381
0
18131
10693
4785

1996-97 (Jul-Oct)
1599
39
72

690
2
5832
2893
1665

(c)
Waiting Times
Regular information on waiting times has been collected by the department since July 1995, when a formal waiting list
strategy was introduced. Prior to that time, waiting times were submitted annually:

September 1992
July 1993
July 1994
July 1995
July 1996
October 1996

Conservative
18 months
24 months
12 months
8 months
11 months
11 months

Denture
N/A
6 months
24 months
20 months
17 months
18 months

(d) Funding Levels
The level of funding for dental work, excluding the Victorian Denture Scheme is:
1992-93
$114308
1993-94
$160378
1994-95
$871981
1996-97
$505040
(Budget for July 1996 - March 1997 only)
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Housing: tenants
(Question No. 438)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Health, for the Minister for Housing:
(a)
(b)

(c)

How many social security recipients are currently housed in public housing?
How many and what percentage of self-funded retirees are currently housed in public housing?
How many and what percentage of self-employed persons are currently housed in public housing?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
(a)
(b)

(c)

There are currently 67 726 social security recipients housed in Office of Housing public rental stock.
There are currently 3199 self-funded retirees housed in Office of Housing public rental stock. This represents
2.2 per cent of the total number of clients housed.
There are currently 314 self-employed clients housed in Office of Housing public rental stock. This represents
0.2 per cent of the total number of clients housed.

N.B.
Self-funded retirees are defined as all male clients 65 and older, all female clients 60 and over, that do not receive any
statutory incomes.
The total number of clients, including 48 394 dependants, housed in Office of Housing public rental stock is 145 737.

Housing: evictions
(Question No. 439)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Health, for the Minister for Housing:
(a)
(b)
(c)

How many evictions were there from public housing and from what locations during the period from January
1995 to July 1996?
How many public housing properties have been sold since January 1995, giving the locations, reasons for sale,
valuation and actual sales figure in each case?
How many public housing properties have been purchased and! or constructed since January 1995, indicating at
what locations?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
The information is set out in the attached tables.

(Tables refrrred to in answer (21 pages) have been supplied to the honourable member and copy tabled in parliamentary library.)

Housing: waiting list
(Question No. 440)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Health, for the Minister for Housing:
(aY
(b)

What have been the waiting lists for public housing by regional and priority, respectively, since 1992?
What is the full current address list of all public housing?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 11 December 1996

(a)

COUNCIL

Public Rental Waitin~ List Tune 1992 to .Tune 1996 * :
(RGS & l\IIov. Units)

30th June 1992

52,634

30th June 1993

54,629

30th June 1994

56,592

30th June 1995

59,395

30th June 1996

61,763

* Note \hat historical data by Region is unavailable as the Department's regional structure has changed
several times over the past five years.

Waiting List at 30th June 1996 by Region
Barwon South West

2,763

Gippsland

1,214

Grampians

1,448

Hume

2,119

Loddon MalIee

2,877

Eastern Metro

7,279

Northern Metro

13,002

Southern Metro

18,644

Western Metro

12,417

TOTAL

61,763
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COUNCIL
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Public Rental Prioritv Approvals 1992 to 1996 t :
(RGS & J\'Iov. Units)
Priority
Application
Approvals

1991192

1,300

1992193

1,357

1993/94

2,215

1994/95

3,276

1995/96

3,451

t Note that there is approximately 1,000 priority applications on the waiting list at anyone time. The
level of priority applications approved during the year is however a better indicator of demand for priority
housing as priority applicants only tend to sit on the waiting list for short periods. Also historical data by
Region is unavailable as the Department's regional strucrure has changed several times over the past five
years.

Public Rental Priority Approvals 1996 bv Re2ion :
(RGS & Mov. Units)
Priority
Approvals
Barwon South West

188

Gippsland

34

Grampians

65

Hume

100

Loddon MalIee

102

Eastern Metro

384

Northern Metro

1,041

Southern Metro

870

Western Metro

667

TOTAL

3,451

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Wednesday, 11 December 1996

(b)

COUNCIL

Public Housing Rental Stock (RGS &
Units) at 30th June 1996 by Region

~Iovable

Barwon South West

5,466

Gippsland

3,937

Grampians

3,221

Hume

4,494

Loddon MalIee

4,519

Eastern Metro

5,190

Northern Metro

12,442

Southern Metro

13,152

Western Metro

11,664

TOTAL

64,085

The time and resources to provide a full current address list of all public housing
cannot be justified. However, the number of public housing rental units
by region is provided for your information.
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BILLS
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1010
Second reading (absolute majority) 1010, 1209, 1227
Committee, 1244
Third reading (absolute majority) 1263
Remaining stages, U63

Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill
Royal assent, 1

Remaining stages, 281
Royal assent, 295

Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1188
Second reading, 1198, 1309, 1320
Third reading, 1325
Remaining stages, 1325

Ballarat Lands <Lakeside Development) Bill
Royal assent, 1

Appropriation (1996197, No. 1) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 131
Second reading, 191,219,233
Concurrent debate, 193
Third reading, 280
Remaining stages, 280
Royal assent, 295

Appropriation <Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 131
Second reading, 193, 280

Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill
Introduction and first reading, 131
Second reading, 188, 282
Declared private and motion to treat as public, 281
Third reading, 282
Remaining stages, 283
Royal assent, 295

(2)
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 535
Second reading, 576, 898
Third reading, 899
Remaining stages, 899
Royal assent, 903
Building (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 280
Second reading (absolute majority), 285, 426
Third reading (absolute majority), 429
Remaining stages, 429
Royal assent, 475
Casino (Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1030
Second reading, 1055, 1264
Third reading, 1266
Remaining stages, 1266
Children and Young Persons (Misc:ellaneous
Amendments) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 372
Second reading (absolute majority), 399, 530
Third reading (absolute majority>, 535
Remaining stages, 535
Royal assent, 903
Children's Services Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 14,443,519
Committee, 588
Remaining stages, 593
Royal assent, 903

Chiropractors Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading (absolute majority) 783,987,994
ConCUJTent debate, 9~
Third reading (absolute majority) 994
Remaining stages, 994

INDEX
Corrections (Amendment) Bill
Introd uction and first reading, 295
Second reading, 399, 578
Third reading, 587
Remaining stages, 588
Royal assent, 903
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 475
Second reading, 512, 864, 873
Committee, 878
Third reading, 879
Remaining stages, 879
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 475
Second reading, 515, 821
Committee, 836
Remaining stages, 837
Royal assent, 903
Education (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 475
Second reading, 508, 892, 896
Third reading, 898
Remaining stages, 898
Royal assent, 903
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment> Bill
Introduction and first reading, 535
Second reading, 574, 894
Third reading, 896
Remaining stages, 896
Royal assent, 903
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1188
Second reading, 1194, 1333
Third reading, 1337
Remaining stages, 1337
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill

Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading (absolute majority) 913, 1014
Committee, 1066
Third reading (absolute majority) 1074
Remaining stages, 1074
Co-operatives Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading, 786, 936
Third reading, 940
Remaining stages, 940

Second reading, 27
Third reading, 31
Remaining stages, 32
Royal assent, 475

FueamtS Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading (absolute majority) 922, 1087
Third reading (absolute majority) 1101
Remaining stages, 1101
Firearms <Prohibited Firearms) Bill
Royal assent, 1
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FlSheries (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1103
Second reading (absolute majority) 1106, 1271
Third reading (absolute majority) 1277
Remaining stages, 1277

Forestry Rights Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 16, 32
Third reading, 36
Remaining stages, 36
Royal assent, 295

Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill
Royal assent, 1

Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 904
Second reading, 932,1063
Third reading, 1064
Remaining stages, 1064

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1188
Second reading, 1193, 1340
Third reading, 1340
Remaining stages, 1340

Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 447
Second reading, 449, 799
Third reading, 802
Remaining stages, 802
Royal assent, 903
Legal Practice Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading (absolute majority) 22, 138
Committee, 153
Third reading (absolute majority) 156
Remaining stages, 156
Royal assent, 475
Local Govemment (Amendment) Bill

Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 1

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 280
Second reading, 285, 423
Third reading, 426
Remaining stages, 426
Royal assent, 475

Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill
Royal assent, 1

Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill
Introduction and first reading, U4
Second reading, US, 183
Third reading, 186
Remaining stages, 187
Royal assent, 295

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 21, 156
Committee, 179
Remaining stages, 183
Royal assent, 295

Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading, 796,942
Committee, 943
Third reading, 944
Remaining stages, 944
Royal assent, 1188
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1030
Second reading (absolute majority) 1190, 1206
Third reading (absolute majority) 1209
Remaining stages, 1209

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 1

Royal assent, 1

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust Bill
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading, 781, 1001
Committee, 1008
Third reading, 1010
Remaining stages, 1010

Introduction and first reading, 1085
Second reading, 1085, 1280, 1284
Concurrent debate, 1086
Third reading, 1284
Remaining stages, 1284

Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill
Housing (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 1

Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 16, 1280, 1285
Concurrent debate, 1086
Remaining stages, 1285

(3)

(4)

INDEX

Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading, 916, 999
Third reading, 1000
Remaining stages, 1001
Royal assent, 1188

Pipelines (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1086
Second reading, 1086, 1266
Third reading, 1271
Remaining stages, 1271
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill

Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading, 790,1064,1075
Committee, 1076 .
Remaining stages, 1077
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus Amendments) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 443
Second reading, 447, 802
Third reading, 807
Remaining stages, 808
Royal assent, 903

Royal assent, 1
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading (absolute majority) 919,1056
Committee, 1061
Third reading (absolute majority) 1062
Remaining stages, 1062
North Melbourne Lands Bill
Introduction and first reading, 372
Second reading, 401, 535
Third reading, 536
Remaining stages, 536
Royal assent, 903
Optometrists Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading (absolute majority) 918, 940
Third reading (absolute majority) 942
RemainiIlg stages, 942
Royal assent, 1188

Introduction and first reading, 280
Second reading, 289, 429
Third reading, 432
Remaining stages, 432
Royal assent, 475
Public Sector Management and Parliamentary
Officers (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 1
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1188
Second reading, 1192, 1278
Third reading, 1280
Remaining stages, 1280

Rail CoIpOrations Bill
Introduction and first reading, 898
Second reading, 944, 1101
Third reading, 1103
Remaining stages, 1103

Osteopaths Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading (absolute majority) 784, 987, 994
Concurrent debate, 987
Third reading (absolute majority) 995
Remaining stages, 995

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 131
Second reading, 187, 402, 411
Third reading, 417
Remaining stages, 418

Royal assent, 475
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1030

Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1188
Second reading (absolute majority) 1200, 1325
Third reading (absolute majority) 1333
Remaining stages, 1333

Road Safety (Wheel Camping) Bill

Royal assent. 1
Shop Trading Reform Bill
Introduction and first reading, 198
Second reading (absolute majority) 283, 307
ConrurrdHee, 434, 451
Third reading (absolute majority) 466
Remaining stages, 466
Royal assent, 475
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Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 475
Second reading, 517, 879
Remaining stages, 891
Royal assent, 903

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1243, 1255, 1259

State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill

Child protection services, 567

Introduction and first reading, 131
Second reading, 189,419
Third reading, 423
Remaining stages, 423
Royal assent, 475
Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill
Royal assent, 1
Stock (Seller liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading, 917,1078
Third reading, 1079
Remaining stages, 1079

DIVISIONS

Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1324

Children's Services Bill, 589
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1339
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1030, 1071
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 587
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 878
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1336
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1008, 1010
Industry Commission inquiry,219
Legal Practice Bill, 153

Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 949
Second reading, 1103, 1302
Third reading, 1308
Remaining stages, 1309
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1
Second reading, 18, 92, 107
Third reading, 111
Remaining stages, 111
Royal assent, 295
Westpac and Bank of Melbourne (Challenge Bank)
Bill
Royal assent, 1
University Acts (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 432
Second reading, 432, 809
Committee, 821
Third reading, 821
Remaining stages, 821
Royal assent, 1188
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill
Introduction and first reading, 903
Second reading (absolute majority) 983, 1030
Third reading (absolute majority) 1053
Remaining stages, 1054
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 769
Second reading (absolute majority) 797, 995
Third reading (absolute majority) 999
Remaining stages, 999
Royal assent, 1188

Local Govemment (Amendment) Bill, 179
Local government elections, 977

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust Bill,
1283
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 1283
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1076
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1062
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1333
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1280

Road funding, 1302
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 367, 371,443,457,465
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 891
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1308
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 821
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 780
Veterinary pathology services, 398
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1053

PETITIONS
Belgrave South Primary School, 1055
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REPORTS

SUBJECTS

Aboriginal Deaths in Custody

[q =question without notice]

Implementation report, 949
Auditor-General
Response by Minister for Finance, 949

A

BLF Custodian, 1189
Classification of Films and Videotapes, 483
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
Sexual assault against adults, 949

Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research, 911

ABC
Administrative policy, 195,595
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, Royal Commission
into
Implementation report, 949

Farrow group, 1189

Aboriginal health, q 570

Health Services Commissioner, 1055

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment> Bill,
q980

Law Reform Committee

Jury service, 949
National Road Transport Commission, 910
National Road Trauma Advisory Council, 9
Parliament
House Committee, Department of the, 483
Legislative Council, Department of the, 375
Parliamentary Library, Department of the, 375
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, Department of,
375
Presiding Officers, 375
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Aged care

linkages program, 593, 596
Nursing homes, q 97, q 229, q 909
Public transport concessions, 946, 947
(See also Palliative care)
Alcohol
Correctional services, 946
Eastern suburbs: services, 62, 64
(See also Drugs)
Ambulance services
Intergraph, q 1083

Public Record Office, 9
Road Safety Committee
Effects of drugs other than alcohol, 911
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 10, 137, 303, 483, 776, 911
Evidence A~ 10
Fisheries (Abalone) R.egulations, 1189
Hire Purchase Ad, 1055
Third annual report, 375
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions A~ 1055
Scrutiny of legislation committees, 303
SolicitoJS Guarantee Fund, 1055

SUBSTANTIVE MOTIONS
Child protection services, 539

Arts, The
College of the Arts billboards, 126, 128
Auditor-General
Independence, q 904, q 978, q 1080, q 1222, q 1223
Response by Minister for Finance to report on
~~pOrtfOli05,949

Austel
Area codes, 837, 839

Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre
Patient reclassification, q

m

Respiratory Support Service, q 907
Australian Broadcasting Commission (See ABO

Industry Commission inquiry, 198

Australian Formula One Grand Prix (See Grand prix)

Local government elections, 949, 955

Automotive industry

Public hospitals, 67

Car plan, q 573

R.acial tolerance, 487

Government initiatives, q 869, q 1222

Road funding, 1287
Veterinary pathology services, 375
Workcover and transport acrident insurance, 841
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Oassification guidelines
Films and videos, 483

Bass Coast Beach Festival, q 571
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1337
Belgrave South Primary School
College of the Arts billboards, 126, 128

Petition, 1055

Commonwealth Bank

Better Roads (See Roads)

Govenunentaucontract,q4

Bicycles
lieadgear,292,293,373,374
Rider deaths, q 298

Black spot program (See Road safety)

Condolences
Evans, Robert Keegan, Esq., 1187
Correctional services
Alcohol and drugs, 946

BLF Custodian

D

Report, 1189
Bradmill Textiles Pty Ltd, q 773

Dandenong Hospital
Tuberculosis, q 95
(See also Health)

Broadmeadows
Gaming centre, 291, 293

Dental services
Budget

Co-payments, q 1314

Presentation, q 1225
Disability services
Budget papers, 1996-97, 9, 37,111,193,219,233,280
(See also appropriation bills under BILLS)

Bentleigh residential unit, 1286
Residential care, 61, 63

Distinguished visitors (See Parliament)

Bulleen
Drive-in theatre site, 1285, 1286
Business awards, Victorian, q 906

c
Calder Highway
Upgrade, 62, 65, q 480
Carers

Strategy, q 300

Driver learner permits, q 1227
Driving Instructor Consultative Committee, 467, 470
Drugs

Correctional services, 946
Eastern suburbs services, 62, 64
Education strategy, q lOO, 194, 196, 537, q 981
(See also Alcohol)

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
Sexual assault against adults report, 949

Censorship (See Oassification guidelines)

E

Centaur Enterprises (See Veterinary pathology
services)

Eastem Freeway extension, q 7
Centaur International
Ausindustry grants, q 570
Centra Argentino of Victoria, 838, 839
Chemicals industry, q 980

Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research report, 911
Economist Intelligence Unit
Study,q 103

Chicken meat imports, 1054
Child protection services, 539
Chinese medicine, traditional, q 772
Christmas felicitations, 1340
City Link

Traffic flow, q 409, q 480

Education
Country students, 61, 63
Dual recognition programs, 61, 63
Eectorate officers
Pay claims, 899, 900
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Employee Relations Commission

GasandFue1
Privatisation, q 1318

Closure, q 475

Gas and Fuel towers, q 1313

Employment
Export facilitation program, q 769
Multilingual information, q 476
Environment
Shipping hazards, 838, 839
Essendon Hospital

Gas industry
Privatisation, q 1317
Geelong Road

Safety barriers, q 99
Gippsland

Closure, 291, 292
Linen supply, q 410

Backpacker tourism market, q 774

Evans, The late Robert Keegan, Esq., 1187

Golden staph (See Health)

Export awards, Governor's, q 2

Government

Asset sales, q 569
Exports
Australian Exporter of the Year, q m
Facilitation program, q 769

F

Government car fleet, q 4
Governor's export awards, q 2
Grandprix
Costs,q 133
Economic benefit, q 97, q 297
Economic effects, q 1318
Rural tourism, 126,128

Farrow group
Report, 1189
First Place, q 5, q 909
Five Mile Creek, Romsey, 1285, 1286

Gribbles Pathology (See Veterinary pathology
services)

Floods

H

North-eastem Victoria, 194, 197
Footscray
Ethnic policing unit, 194, 197
First Place, q 5
Ford Australia

Hume Highway exits, 468, 470
Foreign investment
Economist Intelligence Unit study, The, q 103
Forest Practices for Timber Production, Code of, 1337
Freeways (See Roads and individual freeway names)

G
Gambling
Problem, 292, 293

Hansard (See Parliament Victorian Parliamentary
Debates and Rulings by the Chair)
Health
Aboriginal, q 570
Carers strategy, q 300
Consumer complaints, q 1080
Federal funding, q 1081
Funding;q 8
Golden staph infections, q 231
Immunisation, q 1317
Insurance premiums, q 982
Metropolitan services plan, q 403, q 404, 467, 469
Palliative care, q 479
Privatisation policies, 194, 196
Respiratory Support Service, q 907
Traditional Chinese medicine, q 772
Tuberculosis, q 95, q 230

(See also Gaming)

Health and Safety Olganisation

Gaming
Broadmeadows town hall, 291, 293
Interactive, q 905
Machines, 291, 293
Regulations, q 872
Research programs, q 571

Inspections,62,64
Health and Safety Week, q 132, q 233
Health Services Commissioner
Report, 1055
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Highways (See Roads and individual highway names)
Hospitals

L
La Trobe University

Bed closW'e5, 67
Early discharge, q 867
Funding, q 6, q 8, 67, q 301, q 868
Latrobe Valley, q 228, q 571
Patient reclassification, q 771
Performance, q 867
Privatisation, 194,196
Readmissions, q 299
Waiting lists, q 6, q 8, 67
(See also individual hospital names)
House Committee, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Human Services, Department of

Joint sitting of Parliament, 372, 434
Latrobe Regional Hospital, q 228, q 571
Law Reform Committee
Jury service report, 949
Legislation Document Management System, 104
Legislative Council, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Linkages program, 593, 596
Liquor industry
Licences and sales, q 409

Consultancies, 63
Local government
Hume, City of

Elections, 373,374,949,955
Small business forums, q 231

Wards,1107

Logging industry (See Timber industry)

Hume Highway
Ford Australia exits, 468, 470

M
I

Manufacturing
Immanet, q 134

Immanet, q 134
Mayday Hills Hospital, q 1082

~~tion,q1317

Melbourne Cup Day

Import substitution, q 302

Tabcorp,537

Industrial relations
Disputes, q 1315
Federal jurisdiction, q 475, q 477, q 478
Federal reform, q 295, q 296
State jurisdiction, q 296, q 475, q 477, q 478
Industry assistance, 198
Industry Commission
Inquiry, 198
Infectious diseases (See Health)
Intergraph (See Ambulance services)

Melbourne Exhibition Centre, q 410

Members
Smith, Hon. W.l
Pecuniary interests, 594, 595
Theophanous, Hon. T. C.
Rowan Garden chart, 467, 470
Varty, Hon. Rosemary
Behaviour, 536, 538
(See also Personal explanations)
Monash Medical Centre
Tuberculosis, q 95
(See also Health)

K
Mopeds, 193,196
Korea
Trade,q227

Motorcycle grand prix, q 871
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National Institute of Economic and Industry Research
Grand prix, q 97
National Road Transport Commission
Report, 910
National Road Trauma Advisory Council
Report, 9
National Trade and Investment Outlook Conference,

q 906,q 1084
Nillumb~

Partnering in Health and Safety, q 477
Personal Explanations
Hallam, Hon. R M., 1062
Knowles, Hon. R. I., 1188
Ross, Hon. J. W. G., 410
Theophanous, Hon. T. c., 482
(See also Members)
Planning
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan, 503, 777
Plastics industry, q 980

Shire of

CEO and commissioners, 127, 128
Nobbies, The, q 1225, q 1226
Nursing homes

Police
Footscray ethnic unit, 194, 197
Port of Melbourne
Perfonnance, q 230

Fees, q 97
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Funding, q 909
Standards, q 229

Government response, q 100, 194, 196,537

p

Productivity Commission
Car plan, q 573

Palliative care, q 479, q 869, q 873
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Parliament
Business of the house
adjournEnen~
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sessional orders, 175, 264, 429, 508, 539, 954,1014,
1264, 1287

Oerk, absence of, 1264
Distinguished visitors, 237, 773,891
House Committee report, 483
Joint sittings
La Trobe University, 372, 434
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 372,434
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 372,434
Legislative Council report, 375
Parliamentary Library report, 375
Presiding Officers report, 375
Victorian Parliamentary Debates report, 375
(See also Parliament House Completion Authority
and Rulings by the Chair)

Audit Act review, q 1080
Membership, 466
Public Record Office report, 9
Public Record Office
Report, 9
Public sector
Outsourdng survey, q 979
Public transport
Concessions, 946, 947

Q
Questions on notice
Suspension of standing orders, 9,104,482,574,910,
1085,1227

Parliament House
Right of access, 775, 808
(See also Parliament and Parliament House
Completion Authority)
Parliament House Completion Authority, 1054
Parliamentary Committees (See individual committee
names)
Parliamentary Library, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Parlynet, 536, 538

R
Racial tolerance, 487
Rail
Crossings, q 481
Recycling and Resource Recovery Council, 127, 128
Residential care
Bentleigh unit, 1286
Jacana family, 61, 63
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Road safety
Black spot program, q 871, q 977
Driver fatigue, q 136
Elderly drivers, 900
~ultimedia technology, q 298
Road rage, q 407
Safety First, q 226
(See also Roads)
Road Safety Committee
Effects of drugs other than alcohol report, 911
Road toll
Rural Victoria, q 132
Statistics, q 226
Roads
Better Roads program, q 98, q 906
Contract labour, q 1083
Funding, 1287
Livestock, 900
Log cartage, q 978
Rural projects, q 1316
Rural Victoria, q 1084
Safety barriers, q 99
Signage, 1054
Speed limits, q 572
Springvale bypass, q 408
(See also Road safety, Road toll and individual
freeway, highway and road names)
Rowan Garden Pty Ltd
Leader of the Opposition's chart, 467, 470
(See also Veterinary pathology services)
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
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Motions
amendment of, 950
Questions without notice
admissibility, 134,567, 1080
answers, 96
Quotations, 47
Relevance, 279, 440, 1020, 1037, 1315
Rule of anticipation, 862
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 7, 203, 216,
318,972
Rural Victoria
Road toll, q 132
Roads, q 1084, q 1316
Women's network, 837, 839
Rural Women's Network, 837,839

s
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 10, 137,303,483, 776, 911
Evidence Act report, 10
Fisheries (Abalone) Regulations report, 1189
Hire Purchase Act report, 1055
Third annual report, 375
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act report,
1055
Sautiny of legislation committees
Report, 303
Seymour
Social security office, 945, 946

Shipping
Environmental hazards, 838, 839

Joint sitting of Parliament, 372, 434

Shop trading hours
Royal Women's Hospital
SeIVices, q 1226
Rulings by the Chair
Adjournment
scope of debate, 126
Documents
incorporation, 379,470
tabling, 46

Hansard
accuracy of incorporated material, 470
accuracy of second-reading speech, 1063
Inte~ections,44,46,397,435,436,974,995,1026,

1211,1213
Members
attributing statements, 406
pecuniary interests, 370
reflections, 398

Enterprise agreement, 63
Review, q 101, 128
Sunday, q 2, q 4, q 136, q 228
Trader survey, q 103
Small business
First Place, q 5, q 909
Local government forums, q 231
Red tape, q 982
Regulations, q 481
Telstra awards, q 133, 292, 294

Victorian Panel of Professional Advisers, q 870
(See also Small Business Victoria)
Small Business Deregulation Task Force, q 481
Small Business Victoria, q 1224
Social Security, Department of
Seymour office, 945, 946
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INDEX

u

Solicitors Guarantee Fund
Report, 1055

Unemployment
South Gippsland Highway

Figures, q 567

Upgrade, q 1316
Universities (See individual university names)

Station Pier, q 1084

T

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 503, 777

v

Tabcorp
Melbourne Cup Day, 537

Veterinary pathology services, 375

Tatura Milk Industries, q 906

Vicpac Engineers and Scientists Ltd, 594, 595

Taxation

Vicroads

Rates, q 1312

Taxis
Duress alarms, q 775
Multipwpose program, q 131, q 135, q 910
Safety screens, q 871
Safety standards, q 568

Telecommunications industry (See Austel and Telstra)

Multimedia technology, q 298

Victoria Veterinary Pathology (See Veterinary
pathology services)
Victorian business awards, q 906
Victorian Government Purchasing Board, q 295
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
Joint sitting of Parliament, 372, 434

Te1stra

Small business awards, q 133, 292, 294
Timber industry
Code of Forest Practices for Tunber Production, 1337
Federal policy, 594, 595

Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory,
q 135
Victorian Panel of Professional Advisers, q 870
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, Department of (See
Parliament)

Tobacco advertising, 373

w

Tourism
Backpackers, q 774
Grand prix, 126, 128
Initiatives, q 1083
Nobbies, The, q 1225, q 1226

Toxic waste
VVennbee,469,470
Trade
Korea,q227

Trade Measurement Victoria
Appointments, 127, 129

Transport Accident Commission

Waste management
Proposed committee, 127, 128

Waste Management Council, 127, 128
Werribee
Toxic waste dump, 469, 470
Westem Ring Road
Completion, q 3, q 775

Women
Affirmative action, q 403
Rural network, 837, 839

Women's budget, 1189

Compensation, 776,841

Woodward's Hardwood Sawmill, 594, 595
Trucksafe, q 770
Tuberculosis (See Health)

Workcover
Benefits, q 908
Compensation, q 773, q 774, 776,841
Hearing loss claims, q 405
Unfunded liability, q 907

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Workcover Advisory Committee, q

rn, q 774

(See also Workcover)

Workers compensation (See Workcover)
Workplace health and safety
Farms, q 233
Health and Safety Week, q 132
Inspections, 62,64
Partnering in Health and Safety, q 477
Trucksafe, q 770
Workplace violence, q 102

y
Yarra Ranges
Upwey works depot site, 1285, 1286
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MEMBERS
ASHER, Hon. LOUISE (Monash) (Minister for Small
Business and Minister for Tourism)
Adjournment
Grand prix: rural tourism, 128
Small business: Telstra awards, 294
Trade Measurement Victoria: appointments, 129

Bills
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 535,
576,899
Co-operatives Bill, 769, 786, 940
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill,
475,512,878,879
Crimes <Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 475, 515, 836
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 904, 932, 1064
Legal Practice Bill, 1,22, 153, 154, 155, 156
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1030, 1190
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 769, 790, 1077
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 903, 919, 1061,
1062
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 280, 289,
432
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 475, 517, 888
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 903, 983, 1053
Classification of films and videotapes, 483

Farrow group, 1189

ASHMAN, Hon. G. B. (Koonung)
Bills
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1059
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 351
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 886
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 109
Questions without notice
Small business: Telstra awards, 133

ATKINSON, Hon B. N. (Koonung)
Adjournment
Wem'bee: toxic waste dump, 469

Bills

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 172
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1328
Budget papers, 1996-97, 121
Local government elections, 966
Questions without notice
Health: consumer complaints, 1080
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 778

Questions without notice

Bass Coast Beach Festival, 571
Fll'St Place,S, 909
Grandprix
costs, 134
economic benefit, 97, 297
economic effects, 1318
liquor licences and sales, 409
Shop trading hours,S, 103
Small business
local government forums, 231
red tape, 982
Telstra awards, 133
Small Business Deregulation Task Force, 481
Small Business Victoria, 1224
The Nobbies, 1225, 1226
Tourism
backpackers,774
initiatives, 1083
Victorian Panel of Professional Advisers, 870

B~ Hon.

W. R. <North Eastern)

Adjournment
Austel: area codes, 837
Christmas felicitations, 1342
Roads: livestock, 900

Bills
Firearms Bill, 1092
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1269
Budget papers, 1996-97, 37
Condolences

Evans, Robert Keegan, Esq., 1187
Questions without notice
Victorian business awards, 906

Solicitors Guarantee Fund, 1055
Women's budget, 1189

Racial tolerance, 490
Road funding, 1301

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
BEST, Hon. R. A (North Western)
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,248
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 431
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 347
Budget papers, 1996-97, 248
Questions without notice
Calder Highway, 480
Import substitution, 302
Roads: driver fatigue, 136

BIRRELL, Hon. M A (East Yarra) (Minister for
Industry, Science and Technology)
Adjournment
ABC: administrative policy, 195, 595
Austel: area codes, 839
Christmas felicitations, 1340
College of the Arts billboards, 128
Nillumbik: CEO and commissioners, 128
Parliament House Completion Authority, 1054
Shop trading hours, 63,128
Vipac Engineers and Scientists Ltd, 595
Waste management committee, 128
Woodward's Hardwood Sawmill, 595

Bills

Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1188, 1198
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
903,913,1066,1068,1069,1070,1071,1072,1074
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 896
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1188,
1194,1337
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 280, 285
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 124, 125, 186
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1188,
1193,1340
Melbourne Convention and Exlubition Trust Bill,
1085, 1086, 1284
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 1,
16,1086
. North Melbourne Lands Bill, 372, 401
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1030
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1188, 1192
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 198,283,434,438,439,440,
441,442,451,454,455,456,457,458,459,460,461,
462,463,465,466

BLF Custodian, 1189
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1337

(15)

Condolences
Evans, Robert Keegan, Esq., 1187
Industry Commission inquiry, 205
Parliament House: right of access, 809
Points of order, 318,369
Questions without notice
Aifinnativeaction,403
Australian Exporter of the Year, 773
Automotive industry: government initiatives, 869,

1222
Car plan, 573
Centaur International, 571
Employment multilingual information, 476
Export facilitation program, 770
Foreign investment, 103
Governor's export awards, 2
Import substitution, 302
Industrial relations: disputes, 1315
Industrial relations reform, 295, 296,475,478
Manufacturing: Inunanet, 134
Melbourne Exlubition Centre, 410
National trade conference, 1084
Plastics and chemicals industries, 980
Shop trading hours, 2,101,136,228
Trade: Korea, 227
Unemployment figures, 567
Victorian business awards, 906

Racial tolerance, 487

BISHOP, Hon. B. W. (North Western)

Bills
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 28
Forestry Rights Bill, 35
Land <Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 801
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 806
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 355
Questions without notice
Industrial relations: disputes, 1315

BOARDMAN, Hon. B. C. (Chelsea)

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 528
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1335
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 358
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 996

.INDEX

(16)
Child protection services, 554
Questions without notice
Driver learner permits, 1227
First Place, 909
Western Ring Road, 775

Questions without notice
Grand prix: economic benefit, 297
Health: funding, 8

CRAIGE, Hon. G. R. (Central Highlands) (Minister for
Roads and Ports)
BOWDEN, Hon. R. R (South Eastern)
Adjournment
Chicken meat imports, 1054

Bills
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 581
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 833
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 169
Small Business Victoria <Repeal) Bill, 885
State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill,

421
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1047
Points of order, 1020, 1036
Questions without notice
Health: traditional Chinese medicine, 772
Public sector: outsourcing survey, 979
Victorian Government Purchasing Board, 295

BRIDESON, Hon. Andrew (Waverley)

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 525

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
Sexual assault against adults, 949

Questions without notice
Taxis: multipurpose program, 910
Trade: Korea, 'l27

Adjournment
Bicycle headgear, 293, 374
Calder Highway project, 65
Chicken meat imports, 1054
Driving Instructor Consultative Committee, 470
Floods: north~astern Victoria, 197
Footscray: ethnic policing unit, 197
Ford Australia: Hume Highway exits, 470
Mopeds, 197
Road safety: elderly drivers, 900
Roads
livestock, 900
signage, 1054
Shipping: environmental hazards, 839

Bills
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 295, 399, 587
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 31
Firearms Bill, 903, 922, 1101
~~eries(~dment)Bill, 1103, 1106, 1277
Forestry Rights Bill, 1, 16, 36
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1086, 1271
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 807
Rail Corporations Bill, 898, 944, 1103
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 131, 187,417
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill, 903, 917, 1079
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 1, 18,111
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 769, 797,999
National Road Transport Commission, 910
National Road Trauma Advisory Council, 9
Questions without notice

CHAMBERLAIN, Hon. B. A. (Western) (See
PRESIDENT, The (Bon. BA Chamberlain»

Better Roads, 98, 906
Calder Highway, 480
City Unk: traffic flow, 409, 480
Cyclists: deaths, 298
Driver learner permits, 1227
Eastern Freeway extension, 7
Motorcycle grand prix, 871
Port of Melbourne, 230

CO~

Hon. L J. (Geelong)

Bills

Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1311
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 185

Rail crossings, 481
Road toll, 226
Road toll: rural Victoria, 132
Roads
black spot program, 871, 977
contract labour, 1083

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
driver fatigue, 137
log; cartage, 978
rur:al projects, 1316
rur:al Victoria, 1084
safEety barriers, 99
Springvale bypass, 408
Road safety: road rage, 407
South Gippsland Highway, 1316
Speed!. limits, 572
Statiom Pier, 1085
Taxis
duress alarms, 775
multipurpose program, 131, 135, 910
safety screens, 871
safety standards, 568
Vicroads: multimedia technology, 299
Western Ring Road, 3,775

Road funding, 1293

(17)

Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1338
Points of order, 385, 398
Questions without notice
Gas and Fuel towers, 1313
Liquor licences and sales, 409
Manufacturing: Immanet, 134
Small Business Deregulation Task Force, 481
Tourism: backpackers, 774

Veterinary pathology services, 383

de FEGELY, Hon. R. S. (Ballarat)
Bills
Pipe1ines (Amendr.nent) Bill, 1267
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 412

Veterinary pathology services, 396
Questions without notice
Automotive industry: government initiatives, 869,
1222
Small business: local government forums, 231

DAVIS,. Hon. D. Md. (East Yarra)

Adjournment
ABC: administrative policy, 195,595
Drug and alcohol services, 62
Bills

Casino <Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
1265
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 988
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 827
Optometrists Registration Bill, 941
Osteopaths Registration Bill, 988
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 816

DEPUTY PRESIDENT, The (Hon. P. R. Hall)

Joint sittings of Parliament
La Trobe University, 434
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 434
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 434
(See also Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland»

Budget papers, 1996-97, 115
Questions without notice
First Place, 5
Roads: Springvale bypass, 408

EREN, Hon. T. E. (Doutta Galla)
Bills

Firearms Bill, 1094
ShopTrading~ormBill,~

Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 998
Local government elections, 963

DAVIS, Hon. PHILIP (Gippsland)
Bills

Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 30
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1273
Forestry Rights Bill, 34
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1075
Fl~es(~t)Bill, 1267
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1279

Questions without notice
Gas and Fuel: privatisation, 1318
Palliative care, 869
Racial tolerance, 492

(18)
FORWOOD, Hon. BILL (Templestowe)

Adjournment
Bulleen: drive-in theatre site, 1285
Leader of the Opposition: Rowan Garden chart, 467
Local government elections, 373

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1217
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 239
Fireanns Bill, 1098

Budget papers, 1996-97, 239
Points of order, 862
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Public Record Office, 9
Public hospitals, 86

Questions without notice
Respiratory Support Service, 907
Small Business Victoria, 1224
Workcover: hearing loss claims, 405
Workcover and transport accident insurance, 847

INDEX
Parliament House Completion AuthOrity, 1054
Problem gambling, 292
Public transport concessions, 946
Shop trading hours, 128
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1221, 1227
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 269
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1309
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 531
Children's Services Bill, 443, 588, 589, 590, 591, 593
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 987
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 578
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 821, 836
Education (Amendment) Bill, 892
Firearms Bill, 1087
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1001
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 170
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 942
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill, 999
Optometrists Registration Bill, 940
Osteopaths Registration Bill, 987
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 429
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 327, 438, 439,455,459
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 809
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 995
Budget papers, 1996-97, 2£,9

FURLETl1, Hon. C. A. (Templestowe)

Child protection services, 539

Bills

Law Reform Committee

Appropriation (1996/97, No. I) Bill, 272
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 834
Legal Practice Bill, 142
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1037
Budget papers, 1996-97, 272
Points of order, 1037

Questions without notice
Budget: presentation, 1225
Eastern Freeway extension, 7
Employment multilingual information, 476
Taxis: safety standards, 568
Racial tolerance, 499

GOULD, Hon. M. M. (Ooutta Galla)

Adjournment

Christmas felicitations, 1341
Five Mile Creek, Romsey, 1285
Health: consultancies, 63

Jury service, 949
Local government elections, 959
Public hospitals, 67

Questions without notice
Health: federal funding, 1081
Hospitals
early clischarge, 867
funding, 6
patient reclassification,
readmissions, 299
Industrial relations: reform, 478
Latrobe Regional Hospital, 571
Nursing homes
fees, 97
funding, 909

m

standards, 229
Shop trading hours, 136
Taxation: rates, 1312
The Nobbies, 1225
Racial tolerance, 495

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Adjournment
Education: dual recognition programs, 61
Bills
Education (Amendment) Bill, 896
Firearms Bill, 1099
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1004
Shop Trading Refonn Bill, 366
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 819

(19)

Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 535,
574
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill,426
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 1, 21, 179, 180,
181, 182, 183
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1188,1200,1333
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 443,447
State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill,
131,189,423
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 949,
1103, 1308

Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1339
Budget papers, 1996-97, 9, 37, 191
Presiding Officers and parliamentary reports, 375, 483
Business of the house
Questions without notice
Gaming regulations, 872
Latrobe Regional Hospital, 228
Palliative care, 479
Plastics and chemicals industries, 980
(See also DEPUTY PRESIDENT, The (Hon. P. R.

Hall»

HALLAM, Hon. R. M (Western) (Minister for Finance
and Minister for Gaming)

Adjournment
Broadmeadows: gaming centre, 293
Bulleen: drive-in theatre site, 1286
Centro Argentino of Victoria, 839
Five Mile Creek, Romsey, 1286
Gaming machines: location, 293
H~e:wards,1107

Local government elections, 374
Occupational health and safety regulations, 64
Problem gambling, 293
Tabcorp: Melbourne Cup Day, 537
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 470
Yarra Ranges: Upwey works depot site, 1286

Auditor-General

Response by Minister for Finance, 949
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1010,1244,1252,1253,1255,1256,1257,1258,1260,
1262,1263
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 131, 191, 193,280
Appropriation <Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 131,
193
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1325
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 131,
188,281,282
Building (Amendment) Bill, 280, 285, 429
Casino <Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
1030,1055,1266

Sessional orders, 264
Personal explanations, 1062
Questions on notice
Suspension of standing orders, 1227
Questions without notice
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
980,981
Auditor-General
~ependence,904,978, 1222, 1223
PAEC, 1080
Budget presentation, 1225
Farm health and safety, 233
Gaming
interactive, 905
regulations, 872
research programs, 571
Gas and Fuel
privatisation, 1318
towers, 1313
Gas industry: privatisation, 1317
Government
asset sales, 569
car fleet, 4
Health and Safety Week, 132
Industrial relations: refonn, 477
Mayday Hills Hospital, 1082
Partnering in Health and Safety program, 477
Public sector: outsourcing survey, 979
Taxation: rates, 1312
Trucksafe, 770
Victorian Government Purchasing Board, 295
Workcover
benefits, 908
hearing loss claims, 405
unfunded liability, 907
Workcover Advisory Committee, 773, 774
Workplace violence, 102
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 503, 508
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INDEX

HARTIGAN, Hon. W. A. N. (Geelong)
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1229
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 586
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 184
Shop Trading Reform Bill,330
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1307

Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1058
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 323
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1045
Budget papers, 1996-97,49
Questions without notice

Drugs: education strategy, 100,981
Grand prix: economic effects, 1318
Victorian Panel of Professional Advisers, 870

Budget papers, 1996-97, 52
Industry Commission inquiry, 211
Points of order, 216, 570
Questions without notice

Car plan, 573
~urrisation,1317

Partnering in Health and Safety program, 477

Racial tolerance, 496
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 10, 137,303,483,776,911
Evidence Act, 10
Fisheries (Abalone) Regulations, 1189
National legislation schemes, 303
TIrird annual report, 375

Racial tolerance, 501
Workcover and transport accident insurance, 858
KNOWLES, Hon. R. L (Ballarat) (Minister for Health
and Minister for Aged Care)

Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
HOGG, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North)
Adjournment
Aged care: Linkages program, 593
Broadmeadows: gaming centre, 291
Correctional services: alcohol and drugs, 946
Disability services: residential care, 61
Floods: north-eastem Victoria, 194
Premier's Drug Advisory Council, 537
Bills
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill, 1000
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 342
Budget papers, 1996-97, 111
Child protection services, 550
Condolences
Evans, Robert Keegan, Esq., 1187
Racial tolerance, 500

Implementation report, 949
Absence of Oerk, 1264
Adjournment
Aged care: Linkages program, 596
Correctional services: alcohol and drugs, 946
Disability services
Bentleigh residential unit, 1286
residential care, 63
Drug and alcohol services, 64
Drugs: education strategy, 196,981
Education: dual recognition programs, 63
Electorate officers: pay claims, 900
Essendon Hospital, 292
Health
consultancies, 64
insurance premiums, 982
metropolitan services plan, 469
privatisation policies, 196
Premier's Drug Advisory Council, 537
Public transport concessions, 947
Rural Women's Network, 839
Seymour: social security office, 946
Tobacco advertising, 373

KATSAMBANlS, Hon. P. A. (Monash)
Bills
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1021
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 874
Legal Practice Bill, 148
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1207

Bills

Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 372, 399, 535
Children's Services Bill, 1, 14, 588, 589, 590, 591, 592,
593
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 769, 783, 987, 994

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Education (Amendment) Bill, 475, 508, 898
Fireanns Bill, 932
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 769, 781,
1008, 1009, 1010
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 447, 449,802
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 769, 796, 944
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1209
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill, 903, 916,

1000
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 536
Optometrists Registration Bill, 903, 918, 942
Osteopaths Registration Bill, 769, 784, 987
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 432, 821
Business of the house
Adjournment of bills, 9
Sessional orders, 175,429,508,539,954,1014,1264,
1287

(21)

Hospitals
beds,8
early discharge, 867
funding, 6, 301, 868
patient reclassification, 771
performance, 867
rea~ions,299

hnInurrisation,1317
Latrobe Regional Hospital, 228, 571
Nursing homes
fees, 97
funding, 909
standards, 229
Palliative care,479,869, 873
Respiratory Support Service, 908
Royal Women's Hospital, 1226
Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory,
135

Child protection services, 545
Health Services Commissioner, 1055
Joint sittings of Parliament
La Trobe University, 372
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 372
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 372
Parliament House
Right of access, 775

LUCAS, Hon. N. B. (Eumemmerring)

Bills
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 165
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1331
Budget papers, 1996-97, 43

Personal explanations, 1188

Local government elections, 955

Points of order, 134,216, 1080

Petitions

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Membership, 466
Public hospitals, 72
Questions on notice
Suspension of standing orders, 9, 104, 137,303,482,
574,910,1085

Belgrave South Primary School, 1055
Points of order, 47, 163, 178,404,949, 1300
Questions without notice
Australian Exporter of the Year, 773
Government car fleet, 4

Questions without notice
Aboriginal health, 570
Ambulance services: Intergraph, 1083
Carers strategy, 300
Dental services: co-payments, 1314
Drugs: education strategy, 100
Essendon Hospital: services, 410
Health
consumer complaints, 1080
federal funding, 1081
funding, 8
golden staph infections, 232
metropolitan services plan, 403, 404
traditional Otinese medicine, 772
~os~,95,231

LUCKINS, Hon. M T. (Waverley)

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 519
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1027
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 831
Legal Practice Bill, 146
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 344
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 883
Budget papers, 1996-97, 59

(22)

INDEX

Questions without notice
Governor's export awards, 2

Budget papers, 1996-97, 273
Child protection services, 558

Racial tolerance, 494

Local government elections, 974

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Points of order, 271, 388, 1315

Hire Purchase Act, 1055
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act, 1055

Public hospitals, 91
Questions without notice

McLEAN, Hon. JEAN (Melbourne West)
Adjournment
College of the Arts billboards, 126
Shipping: environmental hazards, 838

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,251
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1320
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 532
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 584
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 829
Fireanns Bill, 1090
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 353
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1041

Centaur International, 570
City Link: traffic flow, 480
Gas industry: privatisation, 1317
Health: insurance premiums, 982
Hospitals
beds, 8
funding, 868
The Nobbies, 1226
Racial tolerance, 502
Road funding, 1299
Veterinary pathology services, 394
Workcover and transport accident insurance, 853

NGUYEN, Hon. S. M. (Melbourne West)
Budget papers, 1996-9'7, 251
Adjournment
Questions without notice
Dental services: co-payments, 1314
Health: tuberculosis, 230
Taxis: safety screens, 871
The Nobbies, 1226

NARDEL~ Hon.

D. A. (Melbourne North)

Adjournment

Ford Australia: Hume Highway exits, 468
Gaming machines: location, 291
Health: privatisation policies, 194
Occupational health and safety regulations, 62
Tabcorp: Melbourne Cup Day, 537
Tobacco advertising, 373

Footsaay: ethnic policing unit, 194
Waste management committee, 127

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1243
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 245
Children's Services Bill, 522
Firearms Bill, 1097
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 168
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 943
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 345
Budget papers, 1996-97, 245

Local government elections, 966
Racial tolerance, 493

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,

1233
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 273
Children's Services Bill, 527
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1007, 1009
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 175
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 364, 442, 455, 456
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1048

POWELL, Hon. E. J. <North Eastern)
Bills
Children's Services Bill, 529
Firearms Bill, 1095
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 362

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
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Child protection services, 563

Budget papers, 1996-97, 264

Local government elections, 960

Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1337

Questions without notice

Industry Commission inquiry, 210

Gaming: interactive, 905

Local government elections, 949

Questions without notice

POWER, Hon. PAT (Jika Jika)
Adjournment
Bicycle headgear, 292, 373
Calder Highway: project, 62
Driving Instructor Consultative Conunittee, 467
liurne:wards,l107
Mopeds, 193
Nillumbik: CEO and commissioners, 127
Parlynet, 536
Road safety: elderly drivers, 900
Roads:signage,1054
Rural Women's Network, 837
Seymour: social security office, 945
Woodward's Iiardwood Sawmill, 594
Yarra Ranges: Upwey works depot site, 1285
Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 264
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 898
Building (Amendment) Bill, 426
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill,
864,873,878
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1334
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 27
Forestry Rights Bill, 32
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 183
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1340
Land <Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 799
Legal Practice Bill, 138
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 156, 182
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1206
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust Bill,
1280
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 1280
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omrubus Amendments)
Bill, 1065, 1077
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 536
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1325
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 802
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1278
Rail Corporations Bill, 1101
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 402, 411
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 336
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendmen~Bill,1078

Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 92,107
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1030

Better Roads, 906
City Link: traffic flow, 409
Cyclists: deaths, 298
Rail crossings, 481
Road safety: road rage, 407
Road toll
rural Victoria, 132
statistics, 226
Roads
black spot program, 871, 977
contract labour, 1083
rural Victoria, 1084
safety barriers, 99
South Gippsland Highway, 1316
Speed limits, 572
Taxis
duress alarms, 775
multipurpose program, 131
Western Ring Road,3
Road funding, 1287
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Regional
Strategy Plan, 503

PRESIDENT, The (Bon. B. A. Chamberlain)
Adjoumment

Christmas felicitations, 1343
Leader of the Opposition: Rowan Garden chart, 470
Parlynet, 538
Condolences
Evans, Robert Keegan, Esq., 1187
Joint sittings of Parliament
La Trobe University, 372
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 372
Victorian liea1th Promotion Foundation, 372

Presiding Officers and parliamentary reports, 375
Racial tolerance, 503
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INDEX

PULLEN, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne)

SMITH, Hon. W. L (Silvan)

Adjournment

Bills

Drugs: education strategy, 194
Health: metropolitan services plan, 467
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1239
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 257
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 360
Budget papers, 1996-97, 257

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust Bill,
1282
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 1282
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 812
Questions without notice
Grand prix: economic benefit, 97
Melbourne Exhibition Centre, 410
Racial tolerance, 492

Questions without notice
Health: metropolitan services plan, 404
Hospitals: funding, 301
Shop trading hours, 103

STONEY, Hon. E. G. (Central Highlands)
Adjournment
Grand prix: rural tourism, 126

ROSS, Hon. J. W. G. (Higinbotham)

Bills
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1274
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 110

Bills

Firearms Bill, 1089
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 413
Questions without notice

Points of order, 320

Better Roads, 98
Farm health and safety, 233
Roads: log cartage, 978

Questions without notice

Tourism: initiatives, 1083
Trucksafe, 770

Personal explanations, 410

Hospitals: performance, 867
National trade conference, 1084

STRONG, Hon. C. A. (Higinbotham)

SMlllL Hon. K. M. (South Eastern)
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 219
Building (Amendment) Bill, 427
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 830
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 338
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1052
Budget papers, 1996-97, 219
Points of order, 163,270,271,279,307,322,972
Questions without notice

Bass Coast Beach Festival, 571
Motorcycle grand prix, 871

Port of Melbourne, 230
Station Pier, 1084

Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 255
Co-operatives Bill, 939
Rail Corporations Bill, 1102
Budget papers, 1996-97, 255
Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research, 911
Questions without notice
Aboriginal health, 570
Health: metropolitan services plan, 403
Health and Safety Week, 132

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
lHEOPHANOUS, Hon. T. C. (Jika Jika)
Adjournment
Leader of the Opposition: Rowan Garden chart, 471
Shop trading hours, 63
Small business: Telstra awards, 292
Trade Measurement Victoria: appointments, 127
Vipac Engineers and Scientists Ltd, 594
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1209, 1251, 1253, 1254, 1256, 1257, 1259, 1261, 1262
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,233
Appropriation (Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 280
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 282
Casino <Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
1265
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1014, 1069, 1070
Co-operatives Bill, 936
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 894
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1271
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill,1063
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 423
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1056, 1061,
1062
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1266
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 307, 436, 439, 440, 441, 451,
452,456,458,459,460,462,464,465
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 879
State Taxation (Further Omrubus Amendment) Bill,
419
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1302

(25)

Health: tuberculosis, 95
Industrial relations: reform, 295, 296, 475, 477
Shop trading hours, 2, 4,101,228
Taxis: multipurpose program, 135
Unemployment figures, 567
Workcover
benefits, 908
unfunded liability, 907
Workcover AdvisOry Committee, 774
Racial tolerance, 488
VeterinaIy pathology services, 375, 397
Workcover and transport accident insurance, 841, 863

V ARTY, HoD. ROSEMARY (Silvan)
Bills
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 824
Legislation document management system, 104
Points of order, 776
Questions without notice
Gaming: research programs, 571
Royal Women's Hospital, 1226
Vicroads: multimedia technology, 298
Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory,

135

Budget papers, 1996-97, 233
Industry Commission inquiry, 198, 216
Notice of motion
Workcover,776
Parliament House
Right of access, 776
Personal explanations, 482
Points of order, 46, 96, 99, 102,228,368,385,405,862,

972
Public hospitals, 80
Questions without notice
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
980
Affirmative action, 403
Auditor-General
independence,904,978, 1222, 1223
PAEC,l080
Export facilitation program, 769
Government asset sales, 569
Grand prix: costs, 133

W ALPOLE, HoD. D. T. <Melbourne)
Adjournment
Centro Argentino of Victoria, 838
Disability services: Bentleigh residential unit, 1286
Electorate officers: pay claims, 899

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1237
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

1025
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 415
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 356,439,443
Points of order, 47
Questions without notice
Ambulance services: Intergraph, 1083
Essendon Hospital, 291, 410
Health: golden staph infections, 231
Workcover Advisory Committee, 773

(26)
WELLS, Hon. R. J. H. (Eumemmerring)

Bills
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1275
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1270
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 813

Budget papers, 1996-97, 118
Questions without notice
Foreign investment, 103
Mayday Hills Hospital, 1082
Small business: red tape, 982

WILDING, Hon. SUE (Chelsea)

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 526
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 416
Local government elections, 963

Questions without notice
Carers: strategy, 300
Roads: rural projects, 1316
Workplace violence, 102

Road Safety Committee
Effects of drugs other than alcohol, 911

INDEX
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn
1
2

3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25

26
27
28

29
30

31
32
33
34

35
36

37
38

39
40
41
42
43
44

45
46

47

Subject matter
Carlton Cricket and Football Club Social Club:
poker machines
Melbourne Parks and Waterways:
appointment of former MLC
Director of Weights and Measures
City link: time savings
Roads: Doutta Galla Province
Roads: BallaratProvince
Roads: Gippsland Province
Roads: East Yana Province
Roads: Geelong Province
Roads: Central Highland Province
Roads: Western Province
Roads: Waverley Province
Roads: South Eastern Province
Roads: Chelsea Province
Roads: North Western Province
Roads: Koon1.mg Province
Roads: Monash Province
Roads: North Eastern Province
Local Government Board: chairperson and
manager
Local government former Buln Buln shire
Local government'customers'
Youth and Community Services:
Loddon-Campaspe youth worker
Students: Bendigo secondary colleges
Coliban Water: salaries
Winters Flat Primary School
Ophthalmic surgery
Royal Melbourne Hospital: Essendon campus
Schools: cyclical maintenance, Essendon
Melbourne Parks and Waterways:
appointment of former MLC
Former MLC for Templestowe
Boronia railway crossing
Bul.Ibar regulations
Roads: Templestowe Province
Roads: Melbourne North Province
Roads: Eumemmerring Province
Roads: Melbourne West Province
Roads: Jika Jika Province
Roads: Melbourne Province
Roads: Higinbotham Province
Roads: Silvan Province
East Gippsland: employees
Water quality: mOnitoring
Local government reserves and rate revenue
Water: restructured authorities
Crown Lands Acts (Amendment) Act
Conservation and Land Management
redundancies
Planning and Local Government redundancies

Asked by

Answered by

Page

Hon. T. C. Theophanous

Hon. R M. Hallam

597

Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. T. C.Theophanous
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power

Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige

597
598
599
1109
1109
1109
1110
1110
1110
1110
1111
1111
1111
1111
1112
1112
1112

Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power

Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R M. Ha1lam
Hon. R M. Ha1lam

599
599
600

Hon. D. A. Nardella
Hon. D. A. Nardella
Hon. D. A. Nardella
Hon. D. A. Nardella
Hon. D. T. Walpole
Hon. D. T. Walpole
Hon. D. T. Walpole

Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. Rl Knowles
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles

600
601
602
602
603
603
604

Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. R M. Ha1lam
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. R M Ha1lam
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell

604
604

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. R M. Ha1lam

605

605
1112
1113
1113
1113
1113
1114
1114
1114
606
606

609
612
615
615
616
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Qn
48

49
50
51
52
53
54

55
56

57
58
59
60

61
62
63
64

65
66
67
68
69

70
71
72
73

74
75

76
77

78
79
80

81
82
83
84
85

86
87
88
89
90

91
92
93
94

INDEX
Subject matter
Tertiary Education and Training: redundancies
Arts: redundancies
Roads and Ports: redundancies
Treasury and Finance: redundancies
Housing: redundancies
Aged Care: redundancies
Multicultural Affairs: redundancies
Premier and Cabinet redundancies
Conservation and Land Management
redundancies
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: redundancies
Education: redundancies
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: redundancies
Industry, Science and Technology: redundancies
Tourism: redundancies
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: redundancies
Agriculture and Resources: redundancies
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: redundancies
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: redundancies
Transport redundancies
Small Business: redundancies
Sport redundancies
Industry, Science and Technology:
information technology outsourcing
Arts: information technology outso~g
Rural Development redundancies
Treasury and Finance: redundancies
Aboriginal Affairs: redundancies
Youth and Community Services: redundancies
Health: redundancies
Planning and Local Government redundancies
Water: authorities' subsidies
Conservation and Land. Management staff
Conservation and Land Management staff
Industry, Science and Technology: staff
Tertiary Education and Training: senior staff
Arts: staff
Treasury and Finance: senior staff
Roads and Ports: staff
Gaming: senior staff
Planning and Local Government senior staff
Housing: senior staff
Aged Care: senior staff
Multicultural Affairs: senior staff
Conservation and Land. Management
senior staff
Premier and Cabinet senior staff
Youth and Community Services: senior staff
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: senior staff
Education: senior staff

Asked by

Answered by

Page

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. R. 1. Knowles
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. G. R. Craige
Hon. R. M. Hallam
Hon. R. 1. Knowles
Hon. R. 1. Knowles
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell

616
616
617
617
747
617
618
618

Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. M. A. Birrell

1131

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. R. I. Knowles

619
619

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. Louise Asher

619
619
619

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. G. R. Craige

619
620

Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. G. R. Craige

620

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. G. R. Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. Louise Asher

620
621
621
621

Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. M. A Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. R. M. Hallam
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. M. A Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R 1 Knowles
Hon. R 1. Knowles
Hon. M. A. Birrell

622
623
1131
623
747
1131
623
624
624
624
625
626
626
627
628
629
629
629
748
748

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. R 1. Knowles

1132
631
749

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. R 1 Knowles

633

630

632
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Qn
95
96
97
98
99
100

101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112

113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137

138
139
140

Subject matter
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: senior staff
Industry, Science and Technology: senior staff
Tourism: senior staff
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: senior staff
Agriculture and Resources: senior staff
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: senior staff
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: senior staff
Transport senior staff
Small Business: senior staff
Sport: senior staff
Agriculture and Resources: staff
Women's Affairs: information
technology outsourcing
Planning and Local Government senior staff
Treasury and Finance: senior staff
Aboriginal Affairs: senior staff
Youth and Community Services: senior staff
Health: senior staff
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: information technology
outsourcing
Local government: street lighting
SEC privatisation
Gas and Fuel Corporation: board meetings
Gas and Fuel Corporation: building
Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority:
meetings
Inter-departmental Ethnic Services Committee
City Link: postcode 3121 properties
Urban Land Authority: NTM Weekly
advertisement
Premier: NTM Weekly
Tricontinental royal commission
Zip gun
Port Phillip: commissioner's leave
Stonnington: commissioner's leave
Darebin: commissioner's leave
Yarra: commissioner's leave
Planning and Local Government
ministerial call-ins
Education: consultancies
Education: outsourcing
Education: outsourcing
Education: property sales
Education: budget savings
Education: staffing levels
Education: class sizes
Education: year 12 retention rates
Education: new works
Education: transition rates
Treasury and Finance: information
technology outsourcing
Employee Relations Commission: appointments

Asked by

(29)
Answered by

Page

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. Louise Asher

632
1114
633

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. G. R Craige

632
633

Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. G. R Craige

635

Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. R M. Hallam

635
636
636
636
1147

Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. T.C. Theophanous
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen
Hon. B. T. Pullen

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles

1115
637
637
749
749
750

Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon. Pat Power
Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous

Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. R M Hallam

637
640
640
1117
1345

Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. C. J. Hogg
Hon. C. J. Hogg

Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. G. R Craige

641
643
649

Hon. C. J. Hogg
Hon. C. J. Hogg
Hon. Jean McLean
Hon. Jean McLean
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. Pat Power

Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. M. A. Birrell
Hon. Louise Asher
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. G. R Craige

651
651
651
653
653
654
654
654

Hon. Pat Power
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould
Hon. M. M. Gould

Hon. G. R Craige
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles
Hon. R I. Knowles

751
655
655
656
656
751
752
657
753

Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous

Hon. R M. Hallam
Hon. M. A. Birrell

657
659

655

750

(30)
Qn

141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183

INDEX
Subject matter
Employee Relations Act: employment
agreements
Wage Line: inquiries
State Development staff
Treasury and Finance: staff
Government office accommodation
Office of State Owned Enterprises: projects
Treasury and Finance: corporate services
Attorney-General: Mr Greg Craven
Premier: Mr Greg Craven
Crown Casino: employees
Crown Casino: deaths
Crown Casino: Community Benefit Levy
Crown Casino: Community Benefit Levy
Gaming: Mr Bruce Mathieson
Casino Control Act
Premier: Mr Bruce Mathieson
Casino Control Act
Fair Trading: complaints
Commonwealth-state housing agreement
Transport performance indicators
Transport provider standards
Transport premium stations
Met and V/tine patronage
Transport special projects
Planning and Local Government land rezoning
Conservation and Land Management
information technology outsourcing
Multicultural Affairs: information technology
outsourcing
Multimedia: information technology outsourcing
Premier and Cabinet information technology
outsourcing
Health: information technology outsourcing
Aged Care: information technology outsourcing
Aboriginal Affairs: information technology
outsourcing
Education: information technology outsourcing
Housing: information technology outsourcing
Tertiary Education and Training: information
technology outsourcing
Youth and Community Services: information
technology outsourcing
Treasury and Finance: information
technology outsourcing
Gaming: information technology outsourcing
Planning and Local Government information
technology outsourcing
Treasury and Finance: information technology
outsourcing
Roads and Ports: information technology
outsourcing
Agriculture and Resources: information
technology outsourcing
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: information technology
outsourcing

Asked by

Answered by

Page
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Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon.T.C.Theophanous
Hon. Pat Power
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon. T.C. Theophanous
Hon. T. C. Theophanous
Hon.T.C.Theophanous
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Subject matter
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: information technology outsourci.ng
Transport information technology outsourcing
Small Business: information technology
outsourcing
Tourism: information technology outsourci.ng
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: information technology
outsourcing
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: information technology
outsourcing
Rural Development information technology
outsourcing
Sport: information technology outsourci.ng
Gaming: consultancies
'Victoria on the Move' publication
Dandenong, Cranbourne and Berwick:
capital works
Planning and Local Government
alcohol purchases
Conservation and Land Management
entertainment
Conservation and Land Management
stress-related leave
Health: media research and public opinion
polling
Health: media research and opinion polling
Learning assessment project
Women's Affairs: staff
Youth and Community Services:
staff
Melbourne's Open House project

Agenda 21 Quarterly
South Eastern Arterial billboards

Work and Family: Victoria's Approach
Small Business October
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Gaming: advertising
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Subject matter
Roads: projects
Welcome to School campaign
Premier and Cabinet annual reports
Multicultural Affairs: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections:
annual reports
Tourism.: annual reports
Agriculture and Resources: annual reports
Industry, Science and Technology: annual reports
Rural Development annual reports
Education: annual reports
Small Business: annual reports
Youth and Community Services: annual reports
Sport annual reports
Health: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Treasury and Finance: annual reports
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Arts: annual reports
Conservation and Land Management
annual reports
Planning and Local Government annual reports
Housing: annual reports
Finance: annual reports
Gaming: annual reports
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Education: consultancies
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
Tourism: advertising
Tourism.: advertising
Roads and Ports: advertising
F"Drulnce:advertising
Finance: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Women's Affairs: advertising
Women's Affairs: advertising
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections:
consultancies
Police and Emergency Services, and Corrections:
consultancies
Tourism: consultancies
Agriculture and Resources: consultancies
Industry, Science and Technology: consultancies
Rural Development consultancies
Education: consultancies
Small Business: consultancies
Youth and Community Services: consultancies
Planning and Local Government consultancies
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Subject matter
Treasury and Finance: consultancies
Health: consultancies
Sport: consultancies
Conservation and Land Management
consultancies
Finance: consultancies
Housing: consultancies
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Arts: consultancies
Gaming: consultancies
Electricity distribution businesses

Energy Victoria News
Sport: Active State
Arts: publications

Small Business Victoria
Rural Development Country Link
Schools of the Future supplement
Board of Studies newsletters
Grand prix: advertising
Premier and Cabinet advertising
Premier and Cabinet advertising
Schools of the Future showbag campaign
Electricity, gas and water industry reform
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Directorate of School Education: contracts
Education: publications
Tertiary Education and Training: publications
Premier and Cabinet staff
Treasury and Finance: staff
Multimedia: staff
Finance: staffing levels
Agriculture and Resources: staff
Planning and Local Government staff
Small Business: staff
Industry, Science and Technology: staff
Transport staff
Youth and Community Services: staff
Health: staff
Education: staff
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: staff
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: staff
Arts: staff
Housing: staff
Aboriginal Affairs: staff
Multicultural Affairs: staff
Conservation and Land Management staff
Tertiary Education and Training: staff
Gaming: staff
Sport: staff
Rural Development staff
Aged Care: staff
Tourism: staff
Larundellaundry: linen services
Larundellaundry: linen services
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Subject matter
Larundellaundry: closure
Electricity: prepayment meters
Electricity: tariff levels
Electricity: quality of supply
Energy relief grant scheme
Energy efficiency
Energy relief grant scheme
Energy efficiency policies
Child protection services: residential placement
Child protection services: accommodation
Child protection services: deaths
Hospital network boards: staff secondment
Human Services: department head
Hospitals: staff
Health: public relations
Health: legal staff and consultancies
Health: consultancies
Child Protection Services
Health: 'People First'
Rail: Flinders Street station
Rail: Boronia crossing
Rail: North Shore station
Rail: station cycle storage
Transport museum
Rail: station car parking
Rail: bus interchanges
Rail: automatic ticketing
Onelink: financial penalties
City Link: land acquisitions
City Link: surplus land
City Link: land acquisitions
City Link: concession fees
Gaming: Community Support Fund
Hospitals: nursing staff
Hospitals: staffing levels
Nursing home beds: closure
Nursing home beds: sale
Electricity: Victorian Power Exchange
Office of the Chief Electrical Inspector
Electricity, gas and water utilities
Grand prix: equipment storage
Roads and Ports: City Link
Schools: principal stress
Schools: annual budgets
Schools: enrolments
Keys to Lifrprogram
Wage rates
Wage rates
VCEresults
Education: outsourcing
Education: outsourcing
Education: outsourcing
Schools: information technology
Schools: capital works
VTAC applications
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Schools: expenditure

Subject matter
Schools: attendance figures
Health: consultancies
Small Business: DDB Needham
Tourism: DDB Needham
Roads and Ports: DDB Needham
Finance: DDB Needham
Gaming: DDB Needham
Aged Care: consultancies
Education: DDB Needham
Housing: consultancies
Tertiary, Education and Training:
DDBNeedham
Industry, Science and Technology:
ODBNeedham
Arts: DOB Needham
Roads and Ports: DOB Needham
Roads and Ports: DDB Needham
Agriculture and Resources: DDB Needham
Planning and Local Government DDB Needham
Youth and Community Services: consultancies
Sport DOB Needham
Rural Development DDB Needham
Industry, Science and Technology: consultancies
Conservation and Land Management
DDBNeedham
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: DDB Needham
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: DOB Needham
Attorney-General, Fair Trading, and
Women's Affairs: DDB Needham
Aboriginal Affairs: consultancies
East Preston Community Health Centre
Solicitor-General
Schools: capital works
Schools: global budgets
Schools: global budgets
Schools: income
Schools: capital works
Schools: class sizes
Schools: truancy
Health: CCCSuccess Maker
Housing: tenants
Housing: evictions
Housing: waiting list
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