ADJOURNMENT
Tuesday. 4 June 1996

COUNCn..

Tuesday, 4 June 1996

The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took
the chair at 2.33 p.m. and read the prayer.

ADJOURNMENT

Referrals to ministers
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) (By
leave) - Last week during the adjournment debate
the Leader of the Opposition raised a matter with
the Minister for Small Business. He asked for it to be
referred to the Attorney-General. The referral was a
misunderstanding. I point out to the house that the
government will follow what has been practised in
the past - issues will be referred to the minister
where appropriate and the Attorney-General will
handle the issue in the manner she sees fit.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Auditor-General: ministerial portfolios
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
thank the manager of government business for his
statement. I refer the Minister for Finance to
page 335 of the Auditor-General's report on
ministerial portfolios, which indicates that some
government agencies did not report on consultandes
in their annual reports as they are required to do
under the Financial Management Act. Will the
minister advise the house why his department was
not able to enforce the directives of the minister in
relation to proper reporting and what steps he will
now take to ensure compliance?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) The question covers a number of very important and
extensive issues. Because of its importance, I suggest
the matter would be best placed on notice. I shall
report back in detail on the issue the honourable
member has raised.

Auditor-General: workers compensation
Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Silvan) - Will the
Minister for Finance inform the house of the general
conclusion drawn by the Auditor-General on the
effect of the reform of the workers compensation
system in this state?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Given that the opposition has relied very heavily on
the subject during question time over the past week,
it will come as no surprise to honourable members
that I have a copy of the Auditor-General's report
with me. The Auditor-General has reported at some
length on workers compensation, particularly the
reforms initiated by the Kennett government. I refer
honourable members to pages 325 to 331 of the
Auditor-General's report which was tabled in this
place last week.
I make the point by way of preamble that the
Auditor-General says when the Kennett government
came to power it inherited a system which had
$2 billion in unfunded liabilities and a funding ratio
of only 48 per cent. He says the organisation was
projecting a deficit of $244 million for the 1992-93
finandal year. The report refers to the objectives
which the government made very clear indeed when
it was in opposition and more particularly since
assuming government. It makes the point that our
objective was to establish a socially responsible and
financially viable compensation system and that we
understood this would require a shift in the culture
of workers compensation - a movement away from
a compensation culture to a return-to-work culture.
This is the conclusion the Auditor-General draws:
When the government announced the reforms, it
anticipated that the Workcover scheme would be fully
funded within five years of its inception; i.e. it would
have sufficient funds to fully cover all outstanding
liabilities by December 1997. However, this milestone
has been achieved by 30 June 1995, some two and a half
years ahead of that.

The Auditor-General also reports, and I am very
proud to put this on the record Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Why?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr President, I heard
the interjection and I give in. The funding ratio at
30 June 1995 was reported at 102.9 per cent and
104.4 per cent at 31 December of the same year. The
Auditor-General gives what he sees to be the key
reasons for the change. He mentions the change in
the entitlement criteria and the benefit structure,
which resulted in a reduction in the number and
duration of claims. He points to the introduction of
premium incentives and he also places importance
on the marketing and education aspects.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - He says you got it
down by slashing benefits.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr President, I take up
the interjection.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The question was
about the comments of the Auditor-General on the
efficacy of the program. I suggest you keep to that
issue and not be sidetracked.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Thank you,
Mr President. One particular issue that I am
delighted to have on the record relates to what the
Auditor-General describes as the sound
performance from the authority's investment
portfolio. He makes the point that from 1 July 1992
to 30 June 1995 the authority earned a return-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What about the
previous year?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I know this is very
painful for you, Mr Theophanous. The authority
earned a return of 9.1 per cent on its investment
holdings, which averaged $2.5 billion over the
period. That, in itself, is a good. outcome, but the
Auditor-General makes this point in conclusion: that
since the 1991-92 financial year, premium rates-Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The constant prattle
from my left is not helping the proceedings of the
house.
Hon. M. M. Gould interjected.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I suggest the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should keep out of it. The
Leader of the Opposition is listed to ask another
question and if he wants to pursue the issue that he
is pursuing by way of interjection, he should do so
then, but not during the response of the minister.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The Auditor-General
said in conclusion that since 1991-92 premium rates
payable by Victorian employers have declined by
40 per cent, representing an annual saving of
$600 million to employers. Not even I have claimed
that the reduction in premiums was $600 million! I
have been more conservative - I have said
$SOO million. The Auditor-General is saying, 'No,
you have it wrong, we think it is $600 million worth
of savings for Victorian employers'.
At long last we now have a workers compensation
system that is fair and affordable. To that extent we
have deleted at least one factor which was directly
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contributing to the export of jobs from this state something which even members opposite should be
concerned about.
On behalf of the hard-pressed employers of the state,
I extend my sincere congratulations to Mr Andrew
Lindberg and all involved in the reversal of the
Victorian workers compensation system. They have
done a remarkable job, as has everyone at the
authority. This is an excellent report and I am
delighted that it is on the record.

Aged care: monitoring standards
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - My
question to the Minister for Health is something I
have raised previously. Given the federal
government's intention to hand back responsibility
for aged care to state governments, will the minister
give an assurance to the house that the government
will maintain the existing system of monitoring
standards known as outcome standards for nursing
homes and hostels, and if not will the minister
inform the house what system he intends to put in
place to protect nursing homes and hostels in
Victoria?
Hon. R. 1. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - It
is premature to say that the commonwealth
government is handing over responsibility for aged
care to the states. A more accurate reflection of the
position is that the commonwealth has nominated
aged care as an area where additional arrangements
may be made. Part of those arrangements include
ongoing commonwealth involvement, structuring
aged care to ensure high standards are maintained,
deciding who will set those standards, mOnitoring
them, and ensuring they are complied with. These
are all issues to be discussed.
I reaffirm that, from the Victorian government's
perspective, we have always supported the
establishment of high levels of care to ensure those
who are frail or vulnerable have access to proper
standards. I nominate as an example of the
government's commitment what we have done in
support of residential services, which is clearly a
state responsibility.
The former Labor government established standards
but never implemented them. This government has
implemented the standards and as a result more
than 40 supported residential services that were of
poor standard have gone out of existence. Through
that sort of process the government has
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demonstrated it will continue to apply high
standards in the aged care area.

Small business: awards for excellence
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley) - Will the
Minister for Small Business advise the house of
measures the state government is undertaking to
recognise excellence in small business?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank Mrs Luck.ins for her ongoing
interest in this policy area. The government's
strategy for small business is not only to continue
the reduction in costs and regulations affecting small
business but to create an entrepreneurial culture in
which excellence is rewarded and successful small
businesses are acclaimed. One aspect of this
acclamation involves awards given to small business.
On 19 May I launched the Telstra Victorian

government small business awards to recognise
excellence among small businesses. It is the fifth
year of these awards and involves prize money of
approximately $500 000 and recognition for small
businesses that win these awards. Last year the
winner indicated that winning the award was the
best advertisement his business received.
The seven state categories that can be entered
include: the Premier's award for the most
outstanding technological development; the
north-eastern region award; the south-western
region award; the Gippsland award; the northern
region award; and the western region award. Entries
for the awards close on 30 August 1996 and winners
will be announced in October 1996. I urge all
honourable members to approach small businesses
of excellence in their electorates and encourage them
to apply for these awards and get involved in a
culture that recognises and acclaims successful small
businesses.

Industrial relations: state jurisdiction
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE (Melbourne) - Will the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
inform the house whether the Victorian government
will cede its industrial relations powers to the
federal government. Has any such submission been
put to cabinet?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - The Premier has made
clear publicly that the Victorian government is of the
view to transfer its industrial relations jurisdiction to

the federal sphere at some time in the future. The
government believes there is an opportunity to
pursue a single industrial relations system for
Australia and the Premier has certainly made clear
that is something the government wants to pursue.
It is not dependent on changes to the federal
industrial relations legislation, but obviously the
focus is currently on that legislation and it is a
legitimate focus.
The government has made clear on a number of
occasions that no final decision has been made on all
this, but that some action will be taken in the next
business year.

Health: infectious disease services
Hon. C. A. FURLElTI (Templestowe) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house of the most
recent initiatives to improve public health laboratory
services in Victoria?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Honourable members may be aware that the
infectious diseases reference laboratory at Fairfield
has played an important role in prOviding a public
health service for exotic infectious diseases not just
for Victorians but for Australians - acknowledged
by the World Health Organisation for its part in
removing the polio virus from existence. And it is
about to play a part as a health authority in trying to
eliminate measles as a virus.
The relocation of the infectious disease services and
general disease services to the Royal Melbourne
Hospital, the relocation of infectious disease services
for HIV I AIDS patients to the Alfred Hospital and
the relocation of the respiratory unit to the Austin
hospital site have raised concerns about the future of
the laboratory.
The government stated an intention not to look at
the future auspicing of that body for another
12 months, but in response to questions by a
Significant number of bodies the government has
asked for expressions of interest from the
north-eastern network, the district network and the
inner and eastern network for the possible relocation
of the reference laboratory to maintain the staff
profile that exists there and ensure that the valuable
services it provides, not just public health services in
this state but as a national and international service,
continue to exist.
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Director of Trade Measurement Victoria
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - Will
the Minister for Small Business confirm that the new
Victorian Director of Trade Measurement Victoria,
Mr Phillip Hatton, has been placed on a salary
package of $95 000 - compared to his New South
Wales equivalent who is on $60 000 - despite
having no background in weights and measures,
and whether all other applicants for the job were
ruled out without interview, despite having had up
to 17 years experience in the area?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank the Leader of the Opposition for
his question. I am able to advise that the Director of
Trade Measurement Victoria, Mr Phillip Hatton, was
appointed to the position on merit, after interview
with a panel. After consideration of all the other
applicants for the job, a decision was made, based on
merit, that Mr Hatton would be capable - and
indeed he has been capable - of filling that job.

Monash Highway: Knox duplication
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports provide the house with
details of the improvements to Wellington Road,
otherwise known as Monash Highway, and the
benefits that will accrue to industry and commuters,
particularly to the southern part of the City of Knox,
as a result of that upgrade?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Mr Ashman for his question and I
place on record his strong and vigorous
representation on behalf of the businesses, industry
and local residents in that area, along with
Mr Atkinson and the honourable member for
Wantima in another place. In their representations
the local members sought and actually achieved the
bringing forward of a program because it was
recognised that the road network required
upgrading to service the expanding areas of not only
Rowville but also Endeavour Hills, and also
significantly to service the industry in that area.
Most honourable members will know that one of the
big industries in that area is AFL Park at Waverley.
The recently announced Monash Highway
duplication to four lanes between Jacksons Road
and Stud Road means that a totallength of
10 kilometres between the Princes Highway and
Stud Road is now duplicated and part of an efficient
road network. The duplication that has recently been
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completed at the cost of $7 million was for
3.3 kilometres.
The project could not and would not have been
undertaken without a successful venture in this
state - that is, the Better Roads program. That
program not only paid for this project but also gave
local members, industries and local government an
opportunity of making representations and bringing
that program forward by a couple of years.
The project provides a great deal of support for
commuters in the some 30 000 vehicles that travel
along that highway each day. It has been a real
success story, not only with the duplication of the
highway but a brand new bridge that has been built
along the Dandenong Creek which also eases the
traffic problem. It certainly makes the Monash
Highway road network an integrated part of the
developing areas around the highway.
In addition, we also planted some 4000 shrubs and
trees along the highway to add to the environment
and to recognise the Significant environmental
features along that highway. It is with great pleasure
that I inform the house that this is just another
success story of the Better Roads program.

Road safety: road rage
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - The Minister for
Roads and Ports would be aware that there is
increasing concern among the driving community
about the phenomenon described as road-rage
behaviour from a small minority of irresponsible
drivers. Can the minister advise of any investigation
he has put in place to establish the extent of this
practice on Victorian roads and of any proposal he is
considering to address this problem?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Power asked a question about
road-rage behaviour. I am not aware of the issue,
but I will certainly find out about it and get back to
the member on this issue quickly.

Science and technology: government
strategy
Hon. R. J. H. WELLS (Eumemmerring) - Will
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
infonn the house of recent developments in the
government's science and technology program?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) -On Wednesday last
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week I was pleased to publicly announce the
Victorian government's $16.3 million initiative for
science and technology, which is aimed at ensuring
that the best of Victoria's ideas and technology are
turned into innovative products and services.
This major package of support is particularly
directed at Victoria's Strategic Industry Research
Foundation (SIRF), which is forging closer links
between business and Victoria's research bodies.
The government has committed $16 million to SIRF
over the next four years, providing long-term
hmding certainty for its world-class research in this
state.
The money in this package will also give added
impetus to SIRF's unique industry round-table
program, which brings together groups of
companies with mutual interests to share
infonnation and collaborate on research and
innovation projects.
A further component of the hmding package is
$200 000 in grants to eight Victorian-based
cooperative research centres (CRCs). These CRCs
will work closely with a number of small to
middle-sized Victorian businesses on the
commercialisation of specific product development
projects.
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SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Alert Digest No. 2
Hon. P. A KATSAMBANIS (Monash) presented
Alert Digest No. 2 of 1996, together with an
appendix.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Advanced Dental Technicians Qualifications Board Report, 1994-95.
Alexandra and District Ambulance Service - Report,
1994-95.
Anderson's Creek Cemetery Trust - Report, 1995.
Ballaarat General Cemeteries - Report, 1995.
Ballarat University - Report, 1995.
Bendigo Cemeteries Trust - Report, 1995.

All of those initiatives are part of our overall science
and technology strategy of giving higher priority to
the research that can be done in Victoria and
funding it in the long term to give certainty to those
involved, which will definitely deliver results in the
medium and long term for this state.

Cheltenham Cemeteries Trust - Report, 1995.
Chiropodists Registration Board - Report, 1995.
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 -Minister's order of
3 June 1996 giving approval to granting of lease.

PETITION
Deakin University - Report, 1995.

Drugs: decriminalisation
Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) presented a
petition from certain citizens of Victoria praying
that use and possession of marijuana will not be
decriminalised or legalised in Victoria.
(221 signatures)

Dental Technicians Licensing Committee - Report,
1994-95.
Fawkner Crematorium and Memorial Park - Report,
1995.
Geelong Cemeteries Trust - Report, 1995.

Laid on table.
Keilor Cemetery Trust - Report, 1 October 1994 to 30
June 1995.
La Trobe University - Report, 1995.

Lilydale Memorial Park and Cemetery Trust - Report,
1995.
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Melbourne University - Report, 1995.
Monash University - Report, 1995.
Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry Development
Committee - Report, 16 June 1994 to 31 July 1995.
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Fiscal restraint was a prime focus of policy in the
first term. TIlis was an inevitable consequence of the
budgetary problems facing Victoria. However, this
restraint was always part of a broader strategy to
improve the competitiveness of Victoria and create
the environment for stronger economic growth. The
basic elements of the strategy are to:

Necropolis Trust - Report, 1995.
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology - Report,
1995.

refocus service delivery on the outcomes for
which government is responsible, and increase
the range of choice available to consumers of
those services;

Swinburne University of Technology - Report, 1995.
Templestowe Cemetery Trust - Report, 1995.
Victoria University of Technology - Report, 1995.
Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture
Limited - Report, 1995 (four papers).

Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in
Council fixing operative dates in respect of the
following Acts:
Port Services Act 1995 - Sections 136 (1), 144 (1), 144
(4),144 (6) and 144 (10) -1 July 1996 (Gazette No. 558,
28 May 1996).
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - Section 30 - 1 June
1996 (Gazette No. 558, 28 May 1996).

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1996/97)
BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance)-1
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Kennett coalition government has tackled the
state's economic and budgetary problems effectively
and constructively, and will continue to do so.
Victoria can expect to see sustained real economic
growth of around 3 per cent per annum, consistent
with the national outlook, over the forward
estimates period. We have established a base from
which we can begin to overcome the handicap of a
relatively high tax structure. Delivering tax
reductions depends on the government achieving
sustainable surpluses by maintaining the
momentum of reform.

lower business costs by making government more
efficient and private industry more competitive;
streamline business regulation to encourage
investment and competition;
upgrade the economic and social infrastructure
which supports growth; and
provide leadership and assistance where this can
trigger initiative.
Restoration of fiscal balance was essential for
reviving business confidence and enabling
reductions in business costs, as well as a necessary
precondition for securing our broader reform
objectives. Now that the state's budget position has
been restored to a sustainable position, other
elements of the strategy will come into sharper focus
in the second term.
From the current year, 1995-96, through to the end of
the budget forward estimates period, the
government is now projecting a modest surplus each
year as the underlying overall budget outcome. TIlis
underlying position will allow us to move some of
the way towards reducing taxes to New South
Wales levels, but further sustainable tax reductions
will require additional savings through continued
reform and greater efficiency in the delivery of
government services. The government has already
commenced action to obtain a further $500 million to
$600 million savings through greater efficiency in
administration and service delivery. Capturing these
additional savings will not require the type of
across-the-board measures introduced in 1992-93.
The government is in a position to deliver on its
election promises, with more than $100 million of
new annual spending to meet demand in public
services announced in the 1996 autumn economic
statement. This total includes:
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an extra $14 million for teacher training in
learning technologies;
$10 million for administration and teacher
support in schools;
$6 million for the reading recovery program;
$4 million for bilingual schools and teachers;
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the construction of police station and court
complexes at Ballarat and Sunshine.
The bill that I am now introducing provides for the
expenditure requirements of departments from the
consolidated fund for the first four months of the
1996-97 financial year. The appropriations contained
in schedule 1 of the bill are in line with the
departmental structure effected through the recent
machinery of government changes.

a $25 million community carer package;
$8 million for youth suicide prevention measures;
$5 million for the hospital in the home program;
$4 million in increased payments to foster care

providers;
$8 million for continuation of the agriculture and
food initiative research and development
program; and
continuation of $4 million for the Strategic
Industry Research Foundation.
To ensure we plan soundly for the future, the
government has increased budget sector
infrastructure investment to around 1.25 per cent of
gross state product. In 1996-97 work will begin on
more than $1 billion worth of major new projects,
with $287 million being spent in the first year. These
projects include:
new health and community services
infrastructure costing $156 million, including
redevelopment of Geelong and Wodonga
hospitals, metropolitan healthcare network
projects, aged care works in Ballarat and Bendigo,
improved disability and mental health facilities,
and health care centres;
new schools and improvements to school and
TAFE college facilities, including $20 million for
the Classrooms of the Future program;
transport infrastructure including the Flinders
Street station upgrade, the Boronia rail crossing,
and upgrading of country stations;

The introduction of an interim appropriation bill for
the first four months of the 1996-97 financial year is
consistent with the government's objective of
enabling new policy initiatives to be implemented as
soon as possible in the new financial year. This
practice puts resource management on a more
businesslike footing and facilitates effective project
planning. With this in mind, this bill provides the
necessary appropriation cover for new capital works
and recurrent policy outlined in the 1996 autumn
economic statement, as well as the ongoing costs of
government for the period July to October 1996.
For the information of honourable members details
of new capital projects and recurrent policy to
commence in 1996-97 are set out respectively in
tables 1 and 2 of the explanatory memorandum to
the bill.
In line with established appropriation arrangements,
the amounts included in schedule 1 of the bill are
provided at departmental level and follow net
appropriation principles whereby certain receipts
are credited to a department's appropriations.
Details of these receipts are set out in table 3 of the
explanatory memorandum.

Figures contained in the bill have been calculated
against salary rates which applied as at 17 April
1996. The effects of any approved salary and wage
increases that may be handed down during the
remainder of this financial year, or in the first four
months of next year, which affect expenditure
during the period will be handled from the
contingency provisions contained in the bill.

long-delayed major additions to Parliament
House, at a total cost of $80 million;

The total amount sought is $4808.7 million
($4 808 685 0(0). This amount is made up of
$4295 million ($4 294 971 0(0) for recurrent
expenditure and $513.7 million ($513714000) for
works and services expenditure.

improvements to the National Gallery of Victoria
funded through the Agenda 21 program; and

This legislation will lapse when the Appropriation
(1996/97 No. 1) Bill is passed by Parliament.
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The Victorian community can be very proud of the
success of its efforts over the past three and a half
years. The challenge for the government in its
second term is to maintain the momentum for
change and growth while locking in the dividends
from reforms already in place. We must build on the
renewed confidence in Victoria with coordinated
economic and fiscal strategies to lay the foundations
of sustained economic development into the 21st
century.
The 1995 autumn economic statement set out the
Kennett government's four long-term fiscal policy
objectives, with medium-term targets to be achieved
by 1998-99. Those targets were:
to maintain budget sector investment at around
1.25 per cent of gross state product;
to achieve real reductions in per capita service
delivery costs through improved productivity;
to use privatisation proceeds to reduce public
sector debt; and
to achieve an operating surplus sufficient to cover
depreciation of the budget sector capital stock,
without increasing the state's overall tax effort.
The first three of those targets are already being
achieved. The fourth will be achieved, on the policy
settings in the 1996 autumn economic statement, by
1997-98.
The wider economic and fiscal goals of establishing
competitive markets, expanding scope for consumer
choice, transferring public activities to the private
sector, and bringing Victoria's overall tax structure
into closer alignment with the average of the
Australian states will be achieved over the course of
this second term. This 1996 autumn economic
statement demonstrates that the government
remains dedicated to achieving these goals.

Tuesday, 4 June 1996

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT)
(INTERIM 1996/97) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Honourable members will be aware that separate
appropriation legislation is presented for the
Parliament. This interim appropriation bill provides
for the necessary appropriation to cover the ongoing
operating costs of the Parliament for the period July
to October 1996.
In line with the wishes of the President of the
Legislative Council and the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, the amounts included in
schedule 1 of the bill are presented in a program
format. The amounts are based on salary rates which
applied as at 17 April 1996. The effects of any
approved salary and wage increases which may be
handed down during the remainder of this financial
year, or in the first four months of next year, which
affect expenditure during the period will be handled
through the contingency prOvisions contained in the
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) bill.

The total amount sought is $10.4 million
($10 439 500). This amount is made up of
$9.8 million ($9 839 500) for recurrent expenditure
and $0.6 million ($600 (00) for works and services
expenditure.
This legislation will lapse when the Appropriation
(Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill is passed by
Parliament.
1 commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika).

1 commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned until next day.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika).

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Debate adjourned until later this day.

Second reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

LEGAL PROFESSION PRACTICE (DIRECT MORTGAGES) BILL
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This bill will ensure that the Victorian BiolOgical
Control Authority is able to make decisions
collectively with the commonwealth and other states
and territories in relation to the release of biological
control agents which will have a proper basis in law.

The bill has two major purposes: the first is to
correctly define the ministerial council which is used
for the commonwealth, states and territories to reach
agreement on the release of a biological control
agent. The second purpose is to better define the
Victorian Biological Control AuthOrity.
I shall provide some background on the bill and deal
briefly with its major purposes. The Biological
Control Act 1986 forms part of a national framework
of complementary commonwealth-state legislation
which allows for assessing and approving, where
appropriate, proposals for the biological control of
any weed or pest species.
The essence of biological control is the release of a
biological agent for the specific purpose of
controlling a harmful target organism. The released
agent, referred to as the agent organism', can take
various forms: for example, it could be an insect, a
rust or fungus. Examples of biological control
include the control of the weed prickly pear by
insects and the control of rabbits by myxomatosiS.
I

A current example, which is soon to be considered
by biological control authorities, is the rabbit
calicivirus disease, which has the potential to
significantly reduce wild rabbit populations, which
in many areas cause great economic loss to primary
producers.

amendments proposed in this bill are required to
ensure that the Victorian Biological Control
AuthOrity is clearly defined having regard to these
changes. The former Australian Agricultural Council
has been replaced by the currently titled Agriculture
and Resource Management Council of Australia and
New Zealand.
The reference to the ministerial council appearing in
the act will be changed to mean the ministerial
council of which the minister administering the act
is a member, known as the Agriculture and
Resource Management Council of Australia and
New Zealand. The amendments to the act will also
include provisions that will allow for the ministerial
council to be changed without requiring further
amendments being made to the act.
The Agriculture and Resource Management Council
of Australia and New Zealand has Victorian
ministerial representation in addition to agriculture
and resources. This additional representation
includes the Treasurer, who has responsibility for
the Rural Adjustment Scheme, and the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management. Because of
this wider representation, the present definition of
the Victorian Biological Control Authority is
ambiguous and needs to be clarified. The
amendments proposed clearly provide that the
minister administering the act be the Victorian
Biological Control Authority.
The bill will ensure that the Victorian BiolOgical
Control Authority can properly take part in its
national decision-making role.
I commend the bill to the house.

The national framework of legislation for biological
control was developed for the purpose of proViding
a mechanism for deciding whether any proposal for
the biological control of a particular weed or pest
would be in the public interest and whether or not
the proposal should proceed.
Relevant ministers representing each state, territory
and the commonwealth are designated biolOgical
control authorities for their respective jurisdictions,
and decisions in relation to important matters such
as the release of a biolOgical control agent can be
made only on the unanimous recommendation of
the ministerial council, which was formerly known
as the Australian Agricultural Council.
Significant changes to the name and composition of
the former Australian Agricultural Council have
occurred during the past four years. The

Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. P AT POWER
QikaJika).
Debate adjourned until next day.

LEGAL PROFESSION PRACTICE
(DIRECT MORTGAGES) BILL
Second reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill will repeal section 5 of the Legal Profession
Practice (Amendment) Act 1995 (the amending act),
which would have inserted section 40AA into the
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principal act. Section 5 is due to come into operation
on 1 July 1996.
Section 40AA provides that a solidtor must not
receive any payment or repayment of prindpal
under a direct mortgage entered into on or after the
commencement of section 5 in any form other than a
cheque drawn by the lender or the mortgagor or a
bank cheque or bank draft payable to the order of
the mortgagor. Further, it requires a solidtor who
receives such a cheque or draft to pay it forthwith to
the person to whose order it is payable or as such
person directs. Contravention of the section is an
offence carrying a maximum penalty of 20 penalty
units (unless the contravention is with intent to
defraud, in which case the maximum penalty is two
years imprisonment).
Section 40AA arose out of the government's
deliberations last year on how to deal with the
finandal crisis of the Solidtors Guarantee Fund.
Before the amending act was passed by Parliament,
Law Institute representatives expressed concern
about the operation of the proposed section 40AA
and agreed to put their objections in writing. To
allow due consideration of these objections, the
commencement of section 40AA was delayed 'until a
day to be proclaimed, but no later than 1 July 1996. I
note that no official written objections to section
40AA have been received from the institute.
Nevertheless, well-reasoned objections to section
40AA as drafted have been received from several
bankers and the property law section of the Law
Institute, which does not purport to represent the
views of the institute.
While the objections to section 40AA could be
overcome by amendments, circumstances have
changed since the amending act was passed. At that
time, it was understood from information provided
by the Law Institute that, while most defalcations
arose out of contributory mortgage practices, direct
mortgages not involving financial institutions were
also not an insignificant source of defalcations. After
the act was passed, however, officers of the Law
Institute informed the government that they were
not aware of any defalcations arising from a direct
mortgage transaction in the past 12 years and that
defalcations arising from direct mortgages are
highly unlikely.
The government has also taken into account the fact
that section 40AA would reduce the income of the
Solicitors Guarantee Fund to a significant extent. At
the time section 40AA was proposed, the Law
Institute could not provide an estimate of the total
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amount of money tied up in direct mortgages
involving private lenders. It has since informed the
government that the amount is somewhere between
$1 billion and $2 billion. The effect of section 40AA
would be to reduce significantly the annual flow of
funds into solicitors' trust accounts and, therefore,
the income of the Solicitors Guarantee Fund.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. PAT POWER
(Jilea Jilea).

Debate adjourned until next day.

DOMESTIC BUILDING CONTRACTS
AND TRIBUNAL (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This machinery bill serves two main purposes:

firstly, it amends an inappropriate proclamation of
one section of the Domestic Building Contracts and
Tribunal Act 1995 and ensures that no person is
adversely affected by that proclamation; and
secondly, it makes a number of procedural
amendments to domestic-building-related
legislation to improve the operation of the Domestic
Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995.
The Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act
1995 was proclaimed to come into effect on two
dates. Parts 4, 5 and 8 were proclaimed to come into
effect on 1 April 1996 with the remainder coming
into effect on 1 May 1996. This dual proclamation
was made in order that the preliminary matters
could be finalised before the whole act came into
operation - for example, the physical establishment
of the tribunal, appointment of its chairperson and
officers and so on.
One section of the act, section 158, should have been
proclaimed from 1 May, but was inadvertently
proclaimed from 1 April. The amendment in this bill
rectifies this proclamation and ensures that no
person or body who commenced building work or undertook certain other activities in relation to the
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd - during this
one-month period is disadvantaged in any way
compared to those who commenced building work
prior to 1 April 1996. Those persons who commence
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building work after 1 May 1996 of course come
under the provisions of the Domestic Building
Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995 as was originally
intended.
There are a number of additional minor
amendments proposed in the bill, the combined
effect of which is to facilitate the operation of the
domestic building regime introduced by the
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995.
These amendments include, firstly, the revision of
the definition of prescribed building practitioner and
recognised person to include building inspectors
registered under the Building Act 1993. The purpose
of this amendment is to enable these inspectors to
conduct inspections under the Domestic Building
Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995 and also to enable
such people to make reports in relation to
owner-built houses which the owner builder
proposes to sell within the applicable insurance
period.
The second amendment will increase the
membership of the Building Practitioners Board to
enable domestic builder representation in
recognition of the board's increased involvement
with domestic builders following the passage of the
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995,
for example, by its registration of such builders.
The third amendment will create a new
regulation-making power to exempt a person or
body from all or some of the provisions of the act.
The amendment would provide greater flexibility in
the operation of the act by, for example, exempting
the builder from certain obligations where the
government or professional body acting as the
owner is in control of the contractual documentation
and is not in need of certain protections afforded by
the act.
Representations have been received by government
to the effect that there may be some ambiguity in the
ability of developers of large domestic high-rise
properties to sell off the plan before they have
entered into a construction contract with a registered
builder. While the govenunent has received legal
advice that there is no such ambiguity, the
government is anxious to put the matter beyond all
possible doubt and is therefore proposing a minor
amendment to section 137E of the Building Act 1993.
An amendment has been moved in the other place to
which I wish to bring the attention of the house. The
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995
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effectively restricts the Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd
to paying claims under the House Contracts
Guarantee Act 1987. It appears that for a variety of
reasons, including complex building faults which
come to light only after a number of years and the
extended time it can take to finally resolve these
faults, some claims under the industry association
schemes which predated the House Contracts
Guarantee Act 1987 still exist. The amendment
ensures that the Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd can
still deal with these claims.
I believe that this small series of minor technical
amendments will significantly improve the
efficiency of this major area of reform for this
government. I am certain all Victorians, and
particularly home owners and the building industry,
will benefit from the dramatic improvements the
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995
is bringing to this sector.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate on adjourned on motion of
Hon. P AT POWER (Jika Jika).
Debate adjourned until next day.

ROAD SAFETY (WHEEL CLAMPING)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 31 May; motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - The opposition
does not oppose the bill but will seek in the
committee stage to move amendments affecting
clause 5. The intentions of the bill are excellent and
are the result of Significant community concern
about practices that were occurring around the issue
of wheel clamping.
A purpose of the bill is to amend the Road Safety
Act to provide for the prohibition, with few
exceptions, of the detention or immobilisation of
vehicles entering on private property. In effect, that
prohibition will make illegal the practice commonly
known as wheel clamping. A further purpose of the
bill is to enable a municipal council to prosecute a
breach of parking restrictions on private property
where the owner or occupier has entered into a
parking services agreement with the council.
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In August 1995 the Community Development

Committee of Parliament was given a reference to
inquire into, consider and report on issues of
relevance and concern to the practice of wheel
clamping of vehicles found to be trespassing on
private property. The committee was asked to
consider whether legislation should be introduced to
address community concerns about wheel clamping.
As I indicated, the reference to the committee arose
from growing community concern about the
practices of business operators responsible for the
wheel clamping and removal of vehicles found
trespassing on private property.
At present the immobilisation and removal of
vehicles found trespassing on private property is not
regulated. It is not unusual, therefore, for
landowners or occupiers to enter into agreements
with private companies to patrol their land. As a
result, a trespassing vehicle may be wheel clamped
and/or towed from a site and the vehicle's owner is
subsequently required a pay a sum of money
ranging from $180 to $400 for the release or return of
the vehicle.
The common-law practice of distress damage
feasant currently permits an owner to impound or
remove stray animals that are trespassing on his or
her property, and that law may entitle private
property owners to remove trespassing vehicles
from their property but not necessarily to detain
them. Distress damage feasant has been used as
justification for charging fees to release trespassing
vehicles from wheel clamps or to release a vehicle
from the towing operator's depot after it has been
towed from the property concerned. However, the
bill abolishes the common-law remedy of distress
damage feasant applying to trespass on land by
motor vehicles.
The opposition welcomes the fact that the bill does
not alter the ability of an owner or occupier of land
to resort to self-help. The remedy of self-help will
enable an owner or occupier to remove a trespassing
vehicle but, importantly, to a place within a
reasonable distance. The abolition of the
common-law distress damage feasant in relation to
vehicle trespass means a person using self-help as a
solution would not be entitled to hold the
trespassing vehicle until the cost of seizure, towing
and storage was paid.
The opposition welcomes the provision that enables
landowners to join with their local councils to assist
them to control the parking of vehicles on their
properties. The issue of associated infringement
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notices and the possibility of authorised removal is
sensibly contingent upon the council entering into
an agreement with the owner or occupier. The
landowner is also dependent upon the conditions
that a local council may impose on such an
arrangement, which may include a fee to be paid by
the landowner for the services or the obligation of
the landowner to erect a barrier at the entry to his or
her property. The bill also provides the police with
the power to issue infringement notices for land
covered by such agreement between a council and
landowner. Once the agreement is entered into the
police may be relied upon as they are in a clear
position to control such properties when councils are
unable to respond.
The jOint parliamentary Community Development
Committee tabled its report in March into the
practice of immobilising and removing trespassing
vehicles on private property. In his second-reading
speech the minister acknowledged, as I did today,
the government's response to the report of the
committee, which is encompassed in the bill. The
committee recommends:
... that the practice of immobilising motor vehicles by
means of wheel clamping be banned in Victoria.

The opposition recognises that the legislation is a
clear response to the bipartisan recommendation
contained in the committee's report. The third
recommendation states:
The committee recommends the government pass
legislation requiring councils to enact a new local law:
'Leave a vehicle while standing on private property
without authority'.

The opposition welcomes the government's decision
to involve local government as a strong partner and
as a lead agency to solve this problem.
Recommendation 4 states:
The committee recommends the Road Safety Act 1986
and the Road Safety (Traffic) Regulations 1988 be
amended, to permit owners or occupiers of private and
commercial property to apply to have their property
placed under the control of the appropriate public
authority, so that local law officers and Victoria police
can deal with unauthorised parking.

The opposition welcomes the fact that the legislation
has clearly picked up that recommendation.
Recommendation 5 states:
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The committee recommends that on receipt of a
complaint from the owner or occupier of the property,
local law officers be permitted to issue infringement
penalties against vehicles, either on property included
in the 'Schedule of specified private properties' or
where properly posted signs on private or commercial
property are ignored.

Again we express our appreciation of the
government legislation picking up this
recommendation. Further recommendations are:
6.

The committee recommends that the Road Safety Act
1986 be amended to reflect a uniform 'Schedule of
infringement penalties' for parking on private and
commercial property without authorisation ...

10. The committee recommends that both the Road
Safety Act 1986 and the Local Government Act
1989 be amended to provide for the use of
uniform, standard parking signs for private and
commercial property, and that this be the
responsibility of the owners or occupiers.

Again, the bill reflects good government because the
situation until now enabled those people who
benefited from the practice of wheel clamping to say
that signage was in place. However, because the
signage was not uniform and not dear in the view of
those who had parked on the properties that was
often the basis for dispute. I refer to the next
recommendation in the context of the amendments I
foreshadow shall be moved by the opposition
during the committee stage:
The committee strongly urges the Office of Local
Government, the Municipal Association of Victoria and
councils to be alert to the possible ramifications of
private organisations issuing infringement notices as a
result of the compulsory competitive tendering and
contracting process.

We know that process more commonly as CCT. The
next recommendation is very important because no
legislation can work without an accompanying
information and education program. It states:
12. The committee recommends a campaign of public
education on issues about vehicular trespass on
private and commercial property. It also
encourages Vicroads, the Office of Local
Government, the Department of Transport, the
Royal Automobile Club of Victoria, councils and
other relevant bodies to participate in this
campaign.

That recommendation is important. I have no doubt
tha t the minister will ensure that the information
and education campaign is available widely.
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I shall take a few moments to put on the record that
the opposition shares the government's view that it
is necessary to do something about wheel damping
by going back a step further and recognising that it
is necessary to do something to protect the access
rights of people who own or occupy land that is
frequently trespassed by vehicles. Page 16 of the
report quotes a submission from a Mr M. Collins
from a company called Uses Pty Ltd. He says:
Since 1993 we have had need to call in boom gate repair
services to fix boom gates which have been forced up
by persons determined to enter ... Even when we have
placed heavy chains across [the] entrance these have
been uprooted by trespassers ... We had parking
mechanical in-ground gridlocks installed to stop
trespass parking, iron pipe railings around the car park
land, but this did not prevent drivers of cars from
entering. They removed expensive "no Parking" (sic)
grid locks out of the ground, or damaged the metal by
force, even stole the iron rails from the car Parking (sic)
lot, parked their cars and went off, physically defying
us to move them.

I think we have probably all witnessed those sorts of
interferences with private or public property although nobody in this chamber would have
participated in them, I am sure. On page 17 of the
report, Mr Matthew Martin, who is described as the
administration officer with Emergency Services
Superannuation Scheme, is reported as saying:
As landowners we continually have trouble with
unauthorised parking ... On many occasions we have
had to bear the costs of numerous repairs to boom
gates because of damage caused by people forcing
boom gates to gain access and then illegally park their
vehicles ... We are basically powerless to stop people
leaving their vehicles parked all day without
authorisation.

Also on page 17, the manager of Victoria Body
Corporate Services Pty Ltd, Mr H. Klein, is reported
as having said to the committee:
Despite the many warning signs that were installed in
our car park, some drivers of unauthorised vehicles feel
that they have the right to park anywhere despite the
inconvenience caused to the legitimate owners of the
car parking spaces ... If unauthorised vehicles park in
an allocated car space, there is no mechanism available
to remove those vehicles due to the private status of the
car park.

I make those points to illustrate the two important
issues on which the legislation is predicated. One is
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the undeniable fact that people are having their
legitimate car parking spaces trespassed upon, and
the submissions to the committee clarified that
beyond any doubt. Secondly, there was clearly a
need for a response to the unhealthy and
opportunistic practice of privateers practising wheel
clamping and/ or vehicle removal. We certainly
welcome the legislation in that sense.
I also feel obliged to place on record the advice I
received from the RACV. A media release dated
3 June states:
The RACY has welcomed the swift action of the
government in acting on the review of the practice of
immobilising and removing trespassing vehicles on
private property with the introduction of the Road
Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill in Parliament today.
Under the proposed legislation police and councils can
issue fines to drivers whose cars are illegally parked on
private property that is covered by an agreement
between a council and a landowner.

The manager of government and corporate relations,
Mr David Cumming, is quoted as saying:
'The bill bans wheel clamping, a practice which the
RACY and its members find unacceptable.'

He goes on to say:
'It also puts the onus on landowners to take steps
against people parking on their property. A simple
chain across the driveway would be enough to prevent
the unnecessary confrontations that wheel clamping
evokes'.

Finally, he says:
'The bill is a sensible response to the Community
Development Committee's recommendations and the
bipartisan approach of the house on this important
issue is to be applauded.'

The core of this legislation is welcomed by the
opposition. It is welcomed and supported by
organisations such as the RACV. I have not the
slightest doubt that the people who took the trouble
to appear before the Community Development
Committee or followed the issue in the media will be
greatly relieved at the passage of this legislation and
its subsequent proclamation.
I conclude by commending the minister and his
department for their work on the bill. I remind the
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house that during the committee stage we will move
an amendment to seek to address more positively
the question of parking infringement notices as
described in clause 5.
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - I support the
legislation and note the endorsement of the
opposition of the legislation and the report of the
all-party Community Development Committee into
this subject. When considering the wheel-clamping
issue, many of us have wondered why we needed to
go to a full parliamentary committee inquiry. But
having gone to that stage, I commend the minister's
swift action in endorsing substantially the
recommendations of the all-party committee.
Wheel clamping has been an issue of major concern
to the motoring community for many years. The
practice of wheel clamping has been dominated by a
number of fringe operators, which is probably a
generous description of their activities.
The operators have tended to practise their trade in
the inner suburban areas where parking has been at
a premium and in areas where they have
consistently failed to adequately signpost the car
parks. Situations arose where some people thought
their cars had been stolen. Some found their cars in
the process of being towed away and disputes broke
out between the towing operators and vehicle
owners.
The problems we have experienced are not unique
to Melbourne. While in London some two years ago
the police told me they were having similar
difficulties. At that time they had commissioned,
through the Home Office, a report on wheel
clamping. At that time a number of English High
Court decisions had been made which sought to
clarify wheel clamping and the rights of the vehicle
owners.
Those decisions sought to determine whether it was
a theft or interference with the vehicle. They also
had to determine the nature of the offence - that is,
was the offence of towing away the vehicle a greater
offence than that committed by the owner of the
vehicle of illegally parking it? The issue was referred
to the High Court of England and in separate actions
made in the High Court of Scotland - as I
discovered after speaking to people in Edinburgh.
Hon. Pat Power - Initiated by individuals?
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN - Yes. But in one instance
I am aware of in Birmingham it was initiated by the
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chief constable who was seeking to clarify the issue.
The law relied on a ruling from 1853 where the
precedent did not relate to motor vehicles, although
in fact it was similar.

wheel clamping illegal. The bill provides a positive
response to the report of the Community
Development Committee and deserves the support
of all members.

The legislation provides a clear prohibition for
wheel clamping and what is proposed is a system
that will enable the owners of private property to
protect their properties from the trespass of
motorists who are not welcome on their sites.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
endorse the legislation and the process that has
brought it to fruition. The reference to the
Community Development Committee gave the
community as well as stakeholders and others
affected by wheel clamping the opportunity to
express their views.

It is commonsense for local government and police
to handle the administration and policing of this
issue. Mr Power alluded to an amendment he
proposes to move during the committee stage
dealing with the opposition's concern that
difficulties may be experienced if the enforcement in
respect of car parks is put out to compulsory
competitive tendering by local government. That
issue can and will be overcome and should not
prevent the legislation from passing through this
house.
The legislation, as has been noted, has the full
support of the opposition. I note the comments of
the honourable member for Footscray in another
place on 14 May when he said on Channel 7 that the
clearest and cleanest solution is to ban wheel
clamping outright. On 14 March he is reported as
stating on radio station 3AW that 'We don't want
wheel clamping; the police don't want it; so the
obvious answer is to ban it'. Other comments from
opposition members confirm that they totally
support the bill.
Options are available for private owners of
properties to come to arrangements with local
government for the policing of car parking spaces
and, indeed, in many instances that arrangement is
already in place. In a number of private shopping
centre car parks in regional centres local government
enforces car parking restrictions. I am aware of
arrangements at Eastland and Knox City and am
certain that similar arrangements exist throughout
metropolitan Melbourne. The average motorist will
accept that local government has the authority to
enforce this issue.
The removal of wheel clamping from this
community will be applauded. The operators have
generally been fringe operators, and most of us have
heard of experiences where people have been
subjected to wheel clamping and the associated
thuggery that goes hand in hand with the operators.
Its history is not covered in glory, and I welcome
and endorse legislation that will make the practice of

I commend the government because it acted quickly
in response to the call for change that arose late last
year. We all remember television news showing cars
being impounded by wheel clampers and people
losing the right to use their vehicles - that right was
taken from them by wheel clamping companies. The
legality of the process was challenged in the
courts - a civilised society cannot tolerate such
action.
Honourable members will be aware that the Premier
referred the matter to the Community Development
Committee and imposed a time limit on its
investigation, and the resultant report puts forward
a consensus view.
The legislation balances the rights and
responsibilities of all parties involved and includes a
sunset clause to allow a review of the legislation in
two years. That will ensure that we get the balance
right. I applaud the government for acting so
quickly because the loss of private property and the
loss of access to private property creates a real
difficulty. The legislation will clarify those issues
because, in some cases, a vehicle can be removed
from private property when it is illegally parked.
From my understanding of the proposed legislation
an owner of a property can recoup the costs
associated with moving a vehicle out of the way.
The government should review how that works over
the next couple of years.
With those comments, I applaud the government for
introducing the legislation. I applaud also the
process, which was very good and is the sort of
process that should be used in preparing other
legislation that deals with other community issues.
With that I indicate that the opposition will support
the bill.
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - I speak
briefly in support of the Road Safety (Wheel
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Clamping) Bilt which amends the Road Safety Act
1986. I extend congratulations to the Minister for
Roads and Ports and the Community Development
Committee for presenting to this house a bill that
reflects an attempt to balance the competing
interests of property owners and vehicle owners - a
very difficult task. As honourable members know,
prior to August last year, when this issue was of real
concern and was referred to the Community
Development Committee, many members of the
community were expressing outrage and asking
members of Parliament to do something about a
potentially dangerous situation because of the
increasing incident of conflict in the community. It
was suggested that violence was likely to be the
result of some confrontations.
The bill responsibly addresses the problem by
providing in proposed section 90C of clause 4 that
the practice of wheel clamping will be illegal. The
bill also reflects the fact that the balance between the
interests of the owners and occupiers of property
and the owners and users of vehicles has been taken
into account.
The civil law and the criminal law in Victoria have
been ambiguous about the rights of property owners
and vehicle owners. Until the preparation of the bill,
there were regular reports of outrageous fees being
charged by people who had removed vehicles
without the authorisation of the vehicle owners and
sometimes without the detailed knowledge of the
property owners or occupiers of the property from
which they have been removed. Sums ranging from
$180 to $400 have been reportedly demanded of
vehicle owners before they could recover their
vehicles. Given the lack of clarity in the civil and
criminal law, people removing vehicles were open
to accusations of theft or interference under section 7
of the Road Safety Act, so it is pleaSing to see the
constructive proposals in the bill that have been
brought forward for us to approve.

It is important to note also that it will no longer be

possible for towing operators to remove vehicles
without proper authorisation, that police officers
will be able to enter properties and put infringement
notices on vehicles, and they will also be able to
authorise the towing away of a vehicle, if that is
necessary. Another aspect of the bill is that it does
not remove the right of a property owner or
occupier to exercise the self-help prOvision, with
reason. The property owner or occupier will be able
to move a vehicle a reasonable distance away from
where it is parked so that a blockage of access to a
property can be overcome.
The power to serve infringement notices is a
responsible way to go about addressing the
problem. The removal of the ability to continue what
have sometimes been questionable practices against
members of the community is a good thing. The
requirement that councils issue identity cards and
require reasonable and responsible approaches by
their authorised representatives is in the community
interest.
The whole matter has been treated with a high level
of consideration. It is with much pleasure that I
support the measure and congratulate the members
of the Community Development Committee and the
Minister for Roads and Ports for tackling a difficult
situation and providing a practical solution.
I also applaud the idea that the matter be reviewed
in two years, because it might be that some specific
needs will become apparent, and they can be
considered at that time. The bill is an excellent
measure. It is with great pleasure that I support it
and commend it to other honourable members.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.

Wheel clamping will be banned. It will be possible
for property owners and occupiers to enter into a
written arrangement with their council so the
council will have the right to issue infringement
notices in an orderly and documented manner to the
owners of the vehicles that are causing the difficulty.
The agreement will be easily understood and will
have specific and clear requirements of the parties to
the agreement: the council and the property owners
or occupiers. Such things as signage, notices and
other sensible arrangements will be well and truly
known by everyone.

Committee
Clause 1 agreed to.
Clause 2
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I place on record my thanks for the
contributions by members from both sides of the
house and for their recognition that the practice of
wheel damping as a way of forcing people to pay
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extraordinary amounts of money to recover vehicles
from impoundment should be a prohibited.
I also place on record my thanks to the many
government agencies whose members worked over
one week to put the legislation together, as the
report of the Community Development Committee
was handed down only recently and the legislation
has been prepared in a short time. I refer to the
people in my department - the Department of
Infrastructure, which includes Vicroads and the
former Department of Transport - the Department
of Justice, the Victoria Police Force, the Office of
Local Government, and the Department of Premier
and Cabinet.
Without the professional and cooperative work of
those government agencies honourable members
would not have been able to debate the bill today.
Therefore, I place on record my thanks to those
agencies.
I also place on record my thanks for the cooperation
of and Significant input received from the Municipal
Association of Victoria and the councils of the cities
of Melbourne, Port Phillip, Yarra, Moreland,
Boroondara and Stonnington in the preparation of
the bill. I also thank the Royal Automobile Club of
Victoria for its input on and support of the bill.
I also mention at this stage that the government will
not accept the opposition's proposed amendments
to the bill. The reasons will be more fully explained
by my parliamentary colleague Mr Atkinson when
the committee debates the individual clauses to
which the amendments relate. However, the
government believes compulsory competitive
tendering is an important tool for driving
efficiencies and for achieving better outcomes.
Clause agreed to; clause 3 agreed to.
Clause 4
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - Given the
importance of this issue, I take this opportunity of
seeking clarification from the minister on some of
the definitions. The definition of 'driver' at page 3 of
the bill states:
"driver", in relation to a motor vehicle that has been
parked or left standing, means the person who was
driving the motor vehicle when it was parked or left
standing;

263

This is just a technical issue and certainly does not
contest our support for the intent; however, will the
minister indicate what would occur in the case of a
vehicle that had been stolen and then parked in such
away?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The registration details of the vehicle
would be obtained and checked at a Vicroads
registry. It would then be verified with the rightful
owner that the vehicle had been found in that
location. Obviously, we could identify that the
vehicle had been stolen. Therefore, the ruling would
be entirely different because the registered owner
would not have had any control over the vehicle; the
owner could not be prosecuted if he or she had not
been driving the vehicle at the time. It would be very
difficult to identify who the driver was if the vehicle
had been stolen. It would therefore be inappropriate
to try to identify the driver.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - So Mr Power's fears will
not be realised.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - That's right.
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - The
definition of 'driver' makes reference to a motor
vehicle. Does that include a motorbike?
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Yes.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The answer to Miss Gould's question is yes.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - You hope Knowles is
right.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - I have taken advice too.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - I have another
question for the minister and his ministerial adviser.
The definition of 'owner' is:
"owner", in relation to a motor vehicle, has the same
meaning as in Part 7;

Will the minister elaborate on part 7 in respect of
tha t definition?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank my adviser on this issue. For
practical purposes, this clearly means the registered
owner of that vehicle.
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Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - The bill defines
'public parking area' as:
(a) an area provided on land for the parking of motor
vehicles by members of the public on payment of a
charge; or
(b) any area that is prescribed to be a public parking
area, or is included in a class of areas that is

prescribed to be public parking areas, for the
purposes of this part.

Could municipal land surrounding, for example,
football ovals be caught under that definition?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Yes, if regulations particularly specified
that was the case. However, the current situation is
that those areas are specified and include such areas
as universities, hospitals, and off-street parking
which is considered to be public parking and which
is clearly signed as that. It does not relate to those
areas. The regulations would need to indicate clearly
what would be the case.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - I instance a
hypothetical situation using an ar~a the ~ter
would know - that is, the shoppmg centre m.Plenty
Road, Bundoora, and the football ground opposite.
People are increasing their habit of parking at the
football ground while doing their shopping or
parking there all day while they catch the tram
elsewhere. Currently there is no signage there.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -It seems to me that in that instance the
shopping centre is clearly identified as being one of
those areas, and there would be no markings or
signage on the football ground side .. I un~ers~d .
what Mr Power is saying, but there 15 no mtention m
the bill to encroach on those other areas.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - At page 4 of the
bill, proposed section 90C states in regard to the
detention or immobilisation of motor vehicles that a
person, not being:
(c)
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a person authorised. to do so by or on behalf of the
owner or driver of the motor vehicle -

must not detain or immobilise ... a motor vehicle ...

Will the minister explain to the committee what is
intended by that proposed subsection?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank my adviser on this issue. Proposed
section 90C clearly says:

(1) A person, not being (c) a person authorised to do so by or on behalf of the
owner or driver of the motor vehicle -

That means that if a person is authorised by the
owner-Hon. R. I. Knowles - To tow it away.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - To tow it away, then in
fact that can occur.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - There is no offence.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It is not an offence to do it.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - Proposed section
9OC(3) states:
Nothing in this section affects the exercise of any power
over a motor vehicle that a person may have as the
holder of a security interest '" in the motor vehicle or
under a possessory lien or pledge over the motor
vehicle.

For clarification, I ask whether that is simply to
ensure that nothing in this legislation would prevent
existing due processes of law being carried out.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The answer to the honourable Pat Power is
yes.
Hon. Pat Power - Vis-a-vis repossession?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - That is right, absolutely.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) Further on proposed section 90C and the question of
authorisation, can the minister explain what form
the authorisation could take and whether, in certain
circumstances where a note was produced that was
purported to be from the owner, that could lead to
the vehicle being towed away; and whether it wO.uld
be an offence if the person who arranged the towmg
away did it on the basis of authorisation ~t ~id not
come from the owner - that is, the authonsation
was in a written form but it was not actually the
owner who authorised it?
Hon. R. I. Knowles - So, it was a forged
document?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes, a forged
document; who would be liable in those
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circumstances? Would it be the person who did the
forging, or would it be the person who towed it
away?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I know what 1 will answer-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Well, why don't you
answer one question yourself? You're the
minister-The CHAIRMAN - Order!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That's every single
question!
Hon. R. I. Knowles - It is the person who
committed the original fraud.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - In respect to the question
asked by the Leader of the Opposition, who knows
nothing about this legislation at all, and who
actually walked into the chamber 2 minutes
ago-Hon. T. C. Theophanous -Obviously more than
you!
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE -In respect of this issue
agreements are required to be reached and put into
writing, and if a forged document is used to exercise
authorisation, the person who actually commits the
forgery is the person who will necessarily face the
criminal law, as he or she nonnally would.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Proposed section
900 on page 5 deals with agreements. I draw the
minister's attention to proposed section 900(2),
which states:
(2) The agreement must provide for (a) compliance by the owner or occupier with specified
requirements in relation to (i)

restricting access to the land by motor vehicles;

(ii) signs to be placed, or markings to be made, on

the land;
(iii) the siting, installation and maintenance of

signs and markings;

I should like advice on paragraphs (ii) and (iii).
Could the minister advise whether in this proposed
section or in another section there is any
requirement or recommendation on the size, the
style and the placing of signs?
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - In response to the honourable member's
question, it is very important in this legislation that
signing be both uniform and Significant. As we all
know, one of the issues that has been raised during
this debate has been the inadequacy of the signs
because of their size, their location and, sometimes,
their temporary nature.
On page 6 proposed section 90D(4) states that the
agreement must specify the requirements for the
signs and the siting of those signs. There will be
strict restrictions on the signs and their siting to
ensure that signs are, firstly, uniform and, secondly,
located in a Significant place so that people clearly
know that they are parking in a place that has
certain restrictions placed upon it. And it is
important that the signing, which is detailed in
clause 4 of the legislation, is adhered to.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - 1 thank the
minister. 1 think his intention is sound. Those
comments are welcomed. I further ask whether we
will have a situation where this act or subsequent
regulation will establish the size, the style and the
fonnat or signs, or whether we may face a situation
where municipality by municipality signs might
look different?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Under proposed section 900(5) the
minister responsible may, by notice in the
Government Gazette, require compliance with
standards for signs in council controlled areas. It is
our intention to set a standard for the signs - for
their size and what is on them -which all councils
will have to abide by to ensure unifOrmity, and that
will be printed in the Government Gazette.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Proposed section
900(5) says that the minister 'may' do that. Is it
intended just to provide permission? Does it suggest
that it may not be done?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Yes, it does mean 'may', but we will
monitor the whole issue and it is our role to ensure
that that is abided by.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika)-On
that same point, is it the minister's intention to
actually issue standards? You have said you will
monitor, which is a different approach. 1 presume
you will be monitoring some of the standards that
you may set. The proposed subsection gives you the
power to issue standards for signs in council
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controlled areas. It is reasonable for councils to have
knowledge in advance of the sorts of standards that
you have in mind. Will those standards be made
available at some time to the house?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The purpose of this subsection is to ensure
that the spirit of the legislation is adhered to, and the
government will initially monitor that. But if
councils are not abiding by that, this subsection
gives us the ability to act.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - As I
understood it before, you said you would have strict
rules for the size of signs, and so on. Just so we can
get this right, I say: there are no standards at the
moment. None has been developed, and you are
asking for power to develop standards for signage in
the future, if you so desire?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - To clarify the position for the Leader of the
Opposition, a set of requirements which have to be
met are laid down in the legislation. If the Leader of
the Opposition were to look back several pages in
the bill instead of looking only at the page to which
he has been referring he would see the bill contains a
set of requirements that authorities are required to
meet.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have read
them. It is a simple bill and the minister ought to be
able to answer questions on a bill that is only
14 pages long. Mr Forwood ought to be quiet
because he was not good enough to get his spot.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - Nor were you.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is not
true - I have been a minister.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! It would be helpful
to the committee if honourable members
concentrated on the task at hand and did not
exchange comments across the chamber. I ask all
honourable members to concentrate on the issues
being debated and refrain from interjecting.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - My question was
a simple one. I understand there are requirements
clearly set out in the legislation, such as proposed
section 900(5), under which the minister is given
power to issue standards in relation to signs. Ooes
the minister intend to issue such standards? In an
earlier comment he made the point that there would
be strict controls. The minister appears to be saying,
on the one hand, that there will be strict controls
and, on the other hand, that there are no such
standards in place at the moment and that he does
not intend to issue such standards in the future.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous -Such as?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - It is already there and if the Leader of the
Opposition had read it he would know.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - There
are no requirements in earlier pages of the bill
concerning standards of signage, which was the
subject of the direct question I asked the minister. If
the minister can point out where in an earlier part of
the bill there are standards or requirements
concerning the size and/ or Visibility of signs and so
on, I will be happy to cease this line of questioning. I
have not been able to find anything in that regard.
There are broad requirements to abide by the
legislation but my question - Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - What about
paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4) of proposed
section 9OD?
Hon. Bill Forwood - You haven't read them.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - You can have strict controls without being
prescriptive. Proposed sections 900(3) and 900(4)
are clear in their intent and layout a format
concerning what councils are required to do.
Councils have been a part of the negotiations
leading to the introduction of the bill. If the
requirement for appropriate signage is not being
adhered to, the bill gives the minister power to
oversee the issue. The intention of the bill in respect
to signs is dear from subsections (3) and (4) of
proposed section 900.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - I
direct the attention of the minister to subsection (2)
of proposed section 900, which deals with
agreements. It is of some concern to me that
although subsection (2) is fairly prescriptive in that it
sets out what ought to be in agreements, subsection
(3) seems to be very open-ended and basically says
the agreement can contain a whole range of
qualifiers that do not appear to be specified in the
proposed section. For example, subsection (3)(a) of
proposed section 900 states that the agreement may
contain:
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a provision leaving any matter to be determined,
approved or dispensed with by a specified person or

body.
I do not know what a specified person or body is.
Perhaps the minister can explain to us what he has
in mind when the bill refers to a specified person.
Will he explain whether it can be just somebody's
mate or someone else who can become a person
specified in the agreement as being the person who
can determine, approve or dispense with a provision
of the agreement and whether that would have some
kind of effect? Will the minister give the committee
an assurance that the intention is not that it can be
any person agreed to between a person and the
proprietor of a particular parking area but that the
provision is meant to refer to a governmental or
similar body?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - For example, if an organisation such as the
Standards Association of Australia wanted to raise
an issue of a standard, that matter could not be
inconsistent with the rest of the legislation.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - To
follow up on that answer, subsection (3)(b) seems
very open-ended to me. I ask the minister to indicate
to the house what is meant by:
a provision providing for the suspension of obligations
under the agreement in specified circumstances.

Will the minister also give us an example of the kind
of specified circumstance he considers might appear
in an agreement?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -Subsection (3)(b) covers a situation where
some exemption may be granted under certain
circumstances - for example, as to signage or
standards set by the standards association.
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - I take this
opportunity to record my appreciation of the
assistance provided by the minister's staff and
departmental representatives in the briefing
provided to the opposition. I direct the minister to
subsection (4)(c) of proposed section 9OD, which is
found at page 6 of the bill and which states that a
provision of an agreement under the section that
specifies requirements in relation to signs or their
siting must:
... require the installation of a sign indicating the place
to which a vehicle towed ...
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And it goes on. Will the minister comment on the
spirit of subsection (4)(c) which, as I understand it, is
meant to indicate that the place to which a vehicle
might be towed ought not to be geographically too
far away from where the vehicle was towed from?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -One of the things the government is trying
to overcome through this legislation is the problem
of people finding their cars missing and having to
spend a considerable amount of time looking for
them.
Under the legislation the vehicle will be towed to a
place as near as practicable and the details of where
the vehicle is located will be clearly identified.
Access to the vehicle will also be available.
Hon. Pat Power - Do you envisage the vehicle
being towed to the yard of the towing service or to a
police station?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Mr Power will be aware
that the police have what they call a contracted
towing service. Those services are located
throughout suburban Melbourne and, because of
that, they can be easily accessed by people whose
vehicles have been towed away.
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - Proposed
section 90F states:
(5) A vehicle that has been towed under this section
must be taken to, and stored at, the place specified
in the authority to tow and released to its owner or
the owner's agent on payment by that person of a
release fee.

Will the minister comment on what-Hon. G. R. Craige - The release fee is?
Hon. PAT POWER - Yes, and whether he
believes the legislation will set the release fee or
whether there is an intention to regulate the release
fee?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -Of course a regulation can be made, but the
government foresees the fee as covering the cost of
towing and the normal charges associated with the
towing of vehicles. It is not envisaged, as is the
current situation, that an owner be charged
exorbitant fees after his or her vehicle has been
wheel clamped. The fee is merely to recoup the
charge of removing the vehicle and storing it.
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Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - I thank the
minister for his response and ask whether the
release fee will be one of the major issues that is
addressed in the review of the matter in two years?

Parliament House because members of Parliament
are issued with stickers allowing them to park there
and people who park there illegally receive parking
infringement notices for doing so.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I give Mr Power that assurance.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Can they be towed
away?

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
direct to the attention of the minister proposed
section 9OE, which provides for parking in a
council-controlled area. I read that with interest but I
do not understand why the bill contains that power
because local government already has that power. I
should have thought the power is already in place
for an area to be council controlled. Why is it
necessary to reinforce that power in that bill?

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - The current arrangements
stand. The bill does not alter existing parking
arrangements.

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The proposed section relates specifically to
an agreement the council has with the landowner
about an area, which becomes a controlled-council
area. The agreement is made between the landowner
and the council for the area to become a
council-controlled area.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) ~On the
same issue, how is it intended to deal with areas that
are controlled by the state and federal governments?
How would a person who has parked illegally at the
back of Parliament House or at the back of my office,
which is a government area, be dealt with? What
action would ensue? Would it be covered by
proposed section 90C or is there some intention to
cover that situation in another way?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - All existing parking arrangements will
remain; we have no control over those. No doubt
Mr Theophanous has, like many other members,
parked his car at the airport, which is under the
control of the federal government. We do not control
federal government land. Existing parking
arrangements stand.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - To
clarify the point, does this mean that if a car is
illegally parked at the back of my office or at the
back of Parliament House I or the Presiding Officers
could have it towed away?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I shall explain this for Mr Theophanous.
There may be an agreement about parking at the
back of Parliament House, but I do not know. I
know there are parking restrictions at the front of

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - To
clarify the matter once again, because I and other
members are interested, would it be necessary for
individual members of Parliament to seek
agreements with their local councils in relation to
parking?
Hon. R. I. Knowles - It is not your land.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Parliament
leases the land. Some of us actually go to our offices
from time to time and I have difficulties, as I am sure
other members do, with people parking at the back
of my office. I have had to cajole people not to use
those parking facilities, but so far as I know there is
no legal impediment to their parking there. I ask the
minister whether it is possible for me to enter into a
legal arrangement with the council so that I can
arrange for vehicles that have been parked illegally
at the back of my electorate office to be towed away.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - This bill is the Road Safety (Wheel
Clamping) Bill and it is specific about the issue of
wheel clamping, the prevention thereof and the
owners of private land entering into agreements
about illegal parking. The arrangements that apply
to parking under the existing Road Safety Act will
still apply. The legislation will not alter anything.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That is not true. It
will extend the power to tow away.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It will not alter any of the
arrangements under the Road Safety Act.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
asked the minister a specific question about a
particular problem that has occurred at the back of
my office and the offices of other members. As I
understand the bill, it will change the basis on which
vehicles can be towed away; it does not deal only
with wheel clamping as such. If the minister were
familiar with the bill, he would know that is the
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case. The bill will establish a set of procedures
which, once put in place, will permit towing to be
undertaken legally.
I know the minister has to get advice from his
adviser, the Minister for Health. Nevertheless, the
fact is that the bill will change the basis upon which
vehicles can be towed away from residential
property or property owned by a business or, in this
case, Parliament. If that is the position, the question
is very simple: are we able to enter into an
agreement with the local council to allow us, in
certain extreme circumstances, to have a vehicle
towed away if it is in the way? It is a very simple
question and the answer is not to say that the bill
deals with wheel clamping and nothing else,
because that is not what it does.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung)Mr Chairman, the bill will not alter the current
position - that is, an unauthorised vehicle which is
trespassing on private property can be towed away
or removed from that property. To that extent the
bill does not change the position at all. It provides a
basis upon which a private landowner can enter into
an arrangement with local government under a set
of procedures which are outlined in the legislation.
Under the procedures, authorisation can be gained
to remove vehicles. Previously some doubt existed
as to whether vehicles could be removed from
private property or were in fact trespassing on the
property because of the nature of the public
accessibility to the property.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) -If the
power already exists under other legislation for
owners of private property to have vehicles towed
away from their property, there would be no reason
to introduce legislation that provides a process for
reaching agreement with local councils for that to
occur. The fact is that the bill will extend that power.
It is not an unreasonable question. The poSition in
relation to towing vehicles away from private
property is not clear cut. I refer to an incident that
occurred recently when a soccer club organised a
large gathering. People parked their cars all over the
place and blocked off the driveways of houses. In
one particular residence two bridal cars were parked
in and the bride could not get out to go to the
wedding because cars were parked across the
driveway. The owner of the house arranged for a
whole lot of people to move the cars that were
blocking the driveway. The cars were physically
lifted and moved out of the way and one of the cars
was slightly damaged in the process. The matter

269

went to court and the people who moved the cars
were fined.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Of course, because they
took the law into their own hands.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is not as clear
cut as might be imagined. The legislation seeks to
allow people to enter into agreements with local
coundls where there are recurring problems. I note
that Mr Ashman is nodding his head in agreement.
When those circumstances arise, the landowners will
be able to arrange for the vehicles to be towed away
and they will not suffer any consequences as a result
of that. I simply asked a question in relation to the
electorate offices of members. It is not a difficult
question; it is something the minister ought to be
able to answer with yes or no - either we or the
Parliament can or cannot enter into agreements with
local coundls.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Let me answer the question.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -Had you sought
advice in the first place and answered in the way
you just answered, we would not have had the
debate we have had for the past 10 minutes.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I do not want to enter into
a slanging match with the Leader of the Opposition.
He asked, first of all, 'Can he?' and then he asked,
'Can Parliament?'.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You tell us.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - I am going to tell you, if
you shut up and listen. If members have a
problem - maybe we need to print instructions for
some members! - they should go to Parliament and
lay down clearly what their difficulties are. As
Parliament is the lessee of the property it can raise
the issue and reach agreement with the local
government authority so that in future instances
vehicles can be towed away.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 5
The CHAIRMAN - Order! Mr Power will move
amendment no. 1. I understand the other
amendments are consequential.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - Yes. I move:
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Clause 5, lines 8 to 18, omit all words and expressions
on these lines.

In moving the amendment I make it absolutely clear
that the opposition does not oppose the intention of
~e bill. In n? ~ay is the amendment an attempt to
arcumvent Its mtention. I am sure the government
would not be surprised that the opposition moved
the amendment as a consequence of the
gove~~t's incr~asing the scope of compulsory
competitive tendenng (CCT), a policy the opposition
opposes. I remind the chamber that although the
opposition has no difficulty with competition or
competitive tendering, it believes it is not in the
interests of good management to have that other
C ~ CO:' It seems unfortunate - and perhaps
cyrucs nught say opportunistic - that when the
government was introducing good legislation to
address issues surrounding unauthorised parking,
clause 5(2) was slipped in.

The opposition was advised at its briefing that the
Road Safety Act does not allow those involved in the
prosecution of infringement notices to have the
work market tested, which is really compulsory
competitive tendering. Clause 5(2) provides that
work arising from the proclamation of this
legislation and all work being done currently and
propose~ to be done in the future, involving the
pr~tion of parking infringement notices, will be
subject to compulsory competitive tendering.
Amendment 1 is proposed in the spirit of the Labor
Party's opposition to compulsory competitive
tendering. I emphasise that it is not proposed as an
attempt to challenge the legislation, because the
opposition welcomes the bill, but it is a formal
reaffirmation of our opposition to compulsory
competitive tendering. Amendments 2 to 14 rest on
the committee's adoption of amendment 1.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) .- Mr Power
is telling the committee that he has to move the
amendment even though he does not really want to.
It is. ~ case of trying to establish the philosophical
position rather than indicating any valid reason why
compulsory competitive tendering ought to be
excluded from the legislation.
I was involved in the Community Development
Committee inquiry into wheel clamping. I commend
the government for the legislation and I pay tribute
to the work of Ms Kokocinski, a former member of

the house and assistant chairman of that committee.
In the deliberations of the committee members of the
opposition expressed concern about the provision in
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the report that left the opportunity open for
compulsory competitive tendering to be used by
local government in providing parking services.
That issue is being tested by Mr Power, but he has
not given the committee any substantial reason why
comp~ry competitive tendering should not apply.
He has Just put a philosophical point that it is not
such a great thing.
The community and local government are aware
that the government believes compulsory
c~mp~tive ~d~ring delivers real advantages to
Vlctona,. not Just m cost savings, but in establishing
the quality and standards of service available across
a range of services provided by local government.
The government believes compulsory competitive
tendering is an important part of local government
reform and it should continue as an initiative of local
government to develop better services for
Victorians. I can see no reason why this service area
of local government should be excluded from using
compulsory competitive tendering. Indeed, other
statutory responsibilities of local government are
already subject to compulsory competitive tendering
and have been satisfactorily accomplished by
reputable people providing quality services. For
example, food analysis, building surveying,
engineering and other technical work are being
sourced out by local government. The service local
government might provide in the context of this
legislation is in the same category.
I allay the fears members opposite may have about
wh~l

dampers applying for future contracting
servICes that local government may have. There is no
reason why individuals or companies involved in
wheel damping, and the behaviour they have
?emonstrated in the past, would necessarily apply
ID the future or ought to apply in the future. In fact,
proposed section 87(lC)(b) specifies that people
must be of good repute, having regard to character,
honesty and integrity in carrying out the services.
The checks and balances are in place and the
opposition has put no reason for compulsory
competitive tendering not applying in this area.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - Mr Atkinson
canvassed the merits of compulsory competitive
tendering in local government. I had not intended to
visit that territory. As I said earlier, amendment 1 is
consistent with the opposition's policy position, but
given that Mr Atkinson raised the issue and claimed
compulsory competitive tendering is delivering
efficiencies to local government, I place on the
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record that the opposition does not share that view.
There is no evidence in those municipalities where
democracy has returned following a period of
unelected, highly paid, unaccountable commissioner
appointments that compulsory competitive
tendering is providing any benefits to those who
work in local government or those who use local
government services.
I understand other legislation will seek to give the
minister authority to cap rates which, by its very
action, indicate that the government has no faith that
compulsory competitive tendering has worked. The
government intends to prevent municipalities from
increasing their rates this year or the next.
Hon. N. B. Lucas -On a point of order,
Mr Chairman, Mr Power is moving away from

wheel clamping. The issues of increasing and
capping rates have nothing to do with the
proceedings before the committee.
Hon. PAT POWER -On the point of order,
Mr Chairman, I acknowledge that the point of order
has been raised by a former employee of the

government who paSSionately supports compulsory
competitive tendering. The reason I sought to visit
the issue was as a consequence of the apposite
remarks of Mr Atkinson that did not draw the point
of order now made and I argue there is no point of
order because I was responding in good spirit to
comments made by Mr Atkinson.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! There is no point of
order because Mr Power's comments relate in some
way to the clause, but Mr Lucas, in raising the point
of order, will probably have the desired effect of
pulling the committee back to the bill.
Hon. PAT POWER - Mr Chairman, Hansard will
show that my comments and those of Mr Atkinson
clearly indicate the views of the opposition and the
government on this matter.
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - In relation
to the proposed deletion of proposed section 87(lA)
of clause 5 and to who can be subcontracted, I am
concerned about the response of the Minister for
Roads and Ports to an earlier question. Who can get
access to information on who owns a motor vehicle?
Is it proposed that the people to be authorised can
write to the Roads Corporation, or whoever, and
find out who is the owner of the vehicle? I am
concerned about breaches of privacy.
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - They will not have access. They will have
to go through the normal source, which is the police
force. We are not allowing them access to the
records.
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - In issuing
an infringement notice, which they will have the
power to do, if part of that infringement notice is a
requirement to have the vehicle towed from
somebody's premises, will they have to call the
police to get correct ownership of the vehicle and
arrange for the towing or removal of the vehicle?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Yes. The proposal is that the authority to
tow rests clearly with the police, so they are the final
arbiter. You can't allow just anybody to authorise
the towing away of a vehicle.
Hon. M. M. Gould - Even the council?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - Yes. We did that because
of the problems that could arise if just anybody was
allowed to do it. So we will give the police force the
authority and it will be the final arbiter.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I add
my concerns about clause 5 and support the
amendment moved by Mr Power. The truth is that
tendering out by local councils has had a mixed
benefit. It hasn't always worked. On occasions the
costs have increased; however, on other occasions it
has resulted in a fiscally superior outcome.
The opposition has always maintained that such a
decision ought to be left to councils. Part of the
reason why it hasn't worked in many circumstances
is precisely the compulsory aspect of compulsory
competitive tendering (CCT). If it were left to local
councils to make any decision, it would be much
more likely that it would be done in circumstances
where a benefit to council would ensue. By making
it compulsory, councils are often forced to put things
out to tender and the result is not always the
optimum outcome.
In the proposed circumstance, the situation is made
even worse by the fact that we are talking about
parking inspectors. Whether you like it or not,
parking inspectors perform a sort of policing
function. If we were to follow the view that you
could contract out the work of parking inspectors,
the next step from that is to ask: why not contract
out policing services? And we would have the police
work out on CCT. We might be able to get a few
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people on contract from outside who might be able
to do a better job than those who are employed by
the police force.
Hon. B. C. Boardman - Possible.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr Boardman
says it is possible. He would know because he has
been a member of the police force. He obviously
thinks that members of the police force are no good.
Hon. B. C. Boardman interjected.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! I think we had better
get back to the clause.

Tuesday, 4 June 1996

Atkinson, Mr (Teller)
Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
&ardman, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cover,Mr
Craige, Mr
Oavis, Mr O. McL.
Oavis, Mr P. R.
de Fegely, Mr
Forwood,Mr

Hartigan,Mr
Katsambanis, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Lucas,Mr
Luckins, Mrs
Powell,Mrs
Ross, Or
Smith,Mr
Smith, Ms
Stoney,Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
Wells, Or
Wilding,Mrs

Noes,ID
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - He obviously
thinks we might get better police officers if their
work were put out to CCT, by his interjection with
the word 'possible'. My point is very simple. This is
a police-type function.

Eren, Mr (Teller)
Gould, Miss (Teller)
Hogg,Mrs
McLean,Mrs
Nardella, Mr

Hon. Bill Forwood - No, it is a parking ticket.

Amendment negatived.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - For

Clause agreed to.

Nguyen,Mr
Power,Mr
Pullen,Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr

Mr Forwood's information, the police do issue

parking tickets as well.

.

Hon. Bill Forwood - What, at the back of your
electorate office?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Fortwlately not
at the back of my electorate office, but they certainly
have that power.

Clause 6
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - Clause 6(2)
refers to a penalty of $100. Will the minister inform
the committee whether consideration was given to
including in the bill a requirement to address
hardship to allow people to pay a penalty or court
fine by instalment?

The work of parking officers is certainly a type of
policing function and because of its nature it is
totally inappropriate for the function to be put out to
compulsory competitive tendering.

Hon. M. A. Birrell- What's the precedent for
that?

It is important to put on the record the stupidity of

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - The report of the Community
Development Committee considered whether the
penalty could be paid by instalment. However, it
was decided some difficulties could be faced in
recovering the remainder of the amount if a person
got his or her vehicle back after making only a part
payment. Therefore, it was decided the c1eanest way
was to require a one-off payment to be made up
front.

this government. The government is not only at the
point of saying that you can contract out such a
service but it is actually putting it under the ambit of
CCT! It is a totally inappropriate action. It is
ideologically driven. It has nothing to do with
efficiency; it has everything to do with a mania in
the government to put everything, including
policing functions, out to contract.
Committee divided on omission (members in
favour vote no):

Ayes, 32
Asher,Ms
Ashman, Mr (Teller)

Furletti, Mr
Hallam,Mr

Hon. Pat Power - Good government.

Clause agreed to; clause 7 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That the report be now adopted.

I thank honourable members for their contributions,
with a few exceptions.
Motion agreed to.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

VICTORIAN MANAGED INSURANCE
AUTHORITY BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time for Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister
for Finance) on motion of Hon. M. A. Birrell.
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Let me also commend all new members to this
house, particularly on their first, inaugural and
maiden speeches, all of which I thought were
Significant contributions. It was particularly pleasing
to see so many women, fine women, elected to the
Parliament, and also particularly heartening to see
that so many members of both chambers come from
backgrounds where English is not their first
language - I think the new expression is 'languages
other than English-speaking backgrounds'. I extend
those words to all members of this chamber, from
both the opposition side and our own, and in
particular to Mrs Powell, who comes from England,
and Mr Furletti and Mr Katsambanis - there are a
number of people from different backgrounds.
Let me also take the opportunity to add a few words
about the role the Governor and Mrs McGarvie play
in our state. Over the past few years I have got to
know them a little as they have gone about their
official duties, I have enjoyed their hospitality on a
number of occasions, and I have seen them at
various functions. I put on the record my
appreciation of the terrific job they do, both in the
metropolitan area and also in country Victoria,
where they visit on a regular basis.

Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 28 May; motion of
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - It is
my pleasure to speak on the address-in-reply to the
speech of the Governor. At the outset I place on
record how pleased I am that the President has been
re-elected. He did an excellent job during the life of
the last Parliament and I am sure he will continue in
the same vein. I also congratulate you,
Mr Deputy President, on becoming Chairman of
Committees. I am sure you will fulfil your duties in
that august office with due aplomb, probably in the
manner of a half-back flanker in the Carlton football
side!
I also record appreciation for the fine work done by
cabinet in the life of the last Parliament and
congratulate, in particular, Ms Asher and Mr Craige
on their appointment to ministerial pOSitions.
I am happy to point out that I am sitting behind
them watching their backs and will do all that I can
to ensure that they continue to do the fine work that
they have done up to date as part of, without doubt,
the most successful government Australia has seen
in a very long time.

I fully endorse the themes of the Governor's speech.
In particular, I want to comment briefly on the
direction behind it and on the vision that it provides
to Victoria - not just a short-term vision, but a
long-term vision.
The Governor's statement picks up the threads of
the first term of the Kennett government and sets the
pattern for the second, third and fourth terms of this
government as Australia and Victoria move into the
21st century and beyond.
I am reminded of the words the Premier has so often
spoken, when he has said that the decisions that we
take today will affect Victoria and Australia well
into the next century. I know that my youngest lad,
who turns 21 this year, will benefit from the
decisions of the government well into the future.
It is appropriate to contrast the extraordinarily
positive nature and the vision of this government
with the speech delivered to us in the
address-in-reply by the Leader of the Opposition.
My colleagues Mr Hartigan and Ms Asher both dealt
with some aspects of Mr Theophanous's speech, so I
do not need to cover the ground that they so
comprehensively did. But I want to point out some
of the inadequacies of the leader's speech. Yes, I
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think at the outset it was boring; but it was also a
negative and a whingeing speech. It was - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD -It was the speech of a
man who has failed. We know so many ways that he
has failed, but the way he has failed more than ever
was for the preselection for the seat of Batman and we all know how he felt about that.
One of the things that became really apparent after
that was that he was extraordinarily bitter.
In the News Extra of the Age of Saturday,
2 September 1995 is a profile piece on the Leader of
the Opposition. In a little box headed, 'Who said Jeff
had mellowed?' it states:
The Premier, Mr Kennett, offered sympathy to
Theo Theophanous. Then came his parting barb: 'The
thing is, you're a loser'. Now Theophanous is
determined to roll Kennett.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Let me run that one
past you again! The following comment was
reported in the same article and was made as a
passing comment at a radio station:
'1 promised myself to ensure that 1 could do everything
1 could to ensure a Labor win at the next election ...

That is the election we just had.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - The article also reads:
'Theo is damaged goods', says the insider-

one of his mates 'You don't want people to be reminded of the events
surrounding Batman every time he speaks.
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Let me labour this point briefly: who won the
election? We did! The front page of the Sunday Age
the day after the election is headed, 'Kennett's coup!'
and the subheading states 'Poll disaster for Labor as
voters gave Libs massive vote of confidence'.
In my contribution to the address-in-reply I contrast
the positive statements of the government about the
direction that we are taking this state with the
mealy-mouthed, bOring, whingeing little attempt
that we heard from the Leader of the Opposition.
What a sad little effort that was! Your speech was a
loser's speech. You came in here and went straight
back to the form of the old days. You might be bitter
about not being the member for Batman and going
to Canberra.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - But you headed
straight back in here and into the gutter! During
Mrs Hogg's contribution and during Mr Power's
contribution to the address-in-reply we had
thoughtful and insightful - somewhat different to
my view, I admit - attitudes towards the future in
Victoria and some understanding of what the
situation was and what we were trying to do here. I
commend both Mr Power and Mrs Hogg on their
speeches. Contrast that with the effort of the Leader
of the Opposition! Let us just go into a little detail
about what your speech was about,
Mr Theophanous.
At question time on 28 May a specific question was
asked on the preselection processes of our party.
That question, asked by the Leader of the
Opposition of the Leader of the Government, was
dealt with comprehensively; it was put to bed once
and for all.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Which question?
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - The question was
asked and dealt with, and that should have been the
end of it. But no!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Wait for round two!

Let me point out to Mr Theophanous that if he gives
a speech like he did for the address-in-reply, where
he had a go at some fine, outstanding former Liberal
members of Parliament, and where he had a go at
our preselection processes and procedures, then he
can be expected to be reminded of Batman - every
time!

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - The basis of the
question asked by the Leader of the Opposition that
day was a press report that indicated something he
thought had happened. Despite the fact - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
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Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Let me make the point
that the matter of the anonymous letter was not
raised during question time; that of course came
later. The question was answered and put to bed
once and for all. Despite that, Mr Theophanous went
straight into the gutter with a vitriolic attack during
his address-in-reply speech immediately after
question time. He had a go not only at the Leader of
the Government but also former members, including
my colleague Mr Heffernan from the seat of
Ivanhoe, Mr Hayward, Mr Cox and Mr Evans - all
long-term members of Parliament and Significant
contributors to good government in Victoria - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! The level of
interjection across the chamber is making it
impossible for Hansard to do its job efficiently and
properly. I ask members on both sides of the house
to desist from making constant interjections. I have
been tolerant on this point, but I will not be as
tolerant in the future.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Thank you for your
protection, Mr Deputy President. Let me make four
points about the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition. The first is that it was a circular
argument. There was a press report. Where did the
press report come from? It was a figment of the
imagination of members of the Labor Party. They get
a press report and send it off to the Electoral
Commissioner. Then they need some backup, so
they get the old anonymous letter. Now one would
have thought that, given the events in the
federal-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, I think when Mr Forwood
said the opposition got the anonymous letter he was
implying that the opposition in some way
manufactured that letter. I made it clear in my
contribution in the debate last week that the letter
was sent to the opposition rooms, to the Leader of
the Opposition in another plac(>, Mr Brumby.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! There is no
point of order. The instance the Leader of the
Opposition has raised is a matter for perhaps one of
his colleagues to take up during the debate.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD -It shows how sensitive
they can get, doesn't it? The point I was going to
make was that anonymous letters are a two-edged
sword and I would have thought that what poor
Mr Willis, the former federal Treasurer, went
through during the federal election campaign
because of an anonymous letter when, to use the
example used in this house last week by the Leader
of the Government, that letter, like mud, came back
and hit him in the face, also applies in this situation.
That should have been a warning for
Mr Theophanous. The anonymous letter and
concocted press release were sent off to the Electoral
Commissioner. The Leader of the Opposition then
said we were to have an inquiry. In fact, the letter
the Electoral Commissioner wrote back to the
shadow Attorney-General in another place - the
letter the Leader of the Opposition used during the
debate - was nothing other than a standard
acknowledgment letter that all honourable members
would have written time and again. All it said was:
I acknowledge receipt of your letter of 15 April
forwarding a copy of an anonymous letter and drawing
attention to a Herald Sun article ...
The matters you raise are receiving consideration.
I will write to you again.

The Leader of the Opposition has turned that into an
inquiry on an important matter. What nonsense! All
he got was the standard reply.
I will read two sentences from the news release
issued on this matter by Or Lyons, the Electoral
Commissioner, which goes into some detail about
the spurious allegations received from Mr Hulls.
Dr Lyons had been asked to investigate an
anonymous letter and an article published in the
Herald Sun, and he states:

Hon. B. N. Atkinson - From Mr Willis!
Hon.T. C.Theophanous-We do not know
where it came from. It is inappropriate for
Mr Forwood to accuse me or imply that in any way I
had anything to do with that letter, other than, it
having been received, bringing it to the attention of
the house.

Having considered the advice provided, it is my view
that neither of the alleged matters constitutes an
offence or offences under The Constitution Act
Amendment Act 1958, or under any other law ...
In the circumstances, I consider that the matters alleged
do not fall within section 241(1)(c), or any other law. As
I consider that no useful purpose would be served by
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asking the police to investigate the allegations, I have
not done so.
I intend to take no further action regarding these
matters.

So they made it all up! It is a circular argument we go around and around. We start something
going and then keep the ball rolling. The response is:
it is dead and buried, there is no case to answer. It is
a furphy, it is nonsense! That is the first point.
The second point I wish to make is about my friend
Mr Cox, a long-term member of the Victorian
Parliament, first as the honourable member for
Mitcham in another place and subsequently as an
honourable member for Nunawading Province for
many years.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - He took the bribe!
That's what happened, he took the bribe.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Withdraw!
Hon. Louise Asber - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, the allegation is that Mr Cox
took a bribe, and that allegation has been called out
of order on previous occasions. I request that the
Leader of the OppoSition withdraw the remark.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - On the point of
order, Mr Deputy President, the rules of this place
are quite clear: if an allegation of that kind is made
against a member who is in the house, it must be
withdrawn. My comment was in relation to a person
who is not in this house and is no longer a member
of this house, and who, therefore, does not have the
same protection as a member who is in this house.
Consequently, there can be no point of order.
Hon. Louise Asber - Further on the point of
order, Mr Deputy President, the Leader of the
Opposition has on other occasions made allegations
in this chamber as to who he considers to have
offered this particular method of exit from
Parliament to Mr Cox, and in the context of those
debates on some of those occasions he has been
asked to withdraw the term 'bribe'. In the context of
those previous rulings and in the context of this
debate I request that you to ask him to withdraw his
allegation.
Hon. T. C. Theopbanous - The Minister for
Small Business has changed her point of order and is
now raising a point of order in relation to who may
or may not have bribed Mr Cox. The words I used in
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the interjection were, 'He took a bribe'. The question
of where that may have come from is open. The
Electoral Commissioner indicated in his letter that
even if an offer were made it may not constitute an
offence. So the commissioner was looking at
whether an offer was made. I consider that if an
offer was made, which has not been established by
the commissioner, it would constitute a bribe. I am
not saying anything on this occasion, and the
interjection did not imply anything, about where
that bribe may have come from.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I have
heard enough. I think the Leader of the Opposition
hit the nail on the head in his last comment. The
matter at issue in the point of order is whether an
inference could be drawn that a member of
Parliament or the government made such a bribe,
and we probably all have different opinions on
whether such an inference could be drawn. The
issue is that we are sailing pretty close to the wind
on what is orderly and disorderly in this place.
Although I cannot rule categorically that an
inference could be drawn from the comments of the
Leader of the Opposition that a bribe was made by a
member of Parliament or the government, we are
sailing pretty close to the wind. It is a lesson to us all
that we need to be careful about what we say in the
house. I do not uphold the point of order but it is a
warning and caution - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT -Order! I am
serious about this! I warn the Leader of the
Opposition that I do not make that ruling lightly.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - It is an excellent
ruling.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I hope all
honourable members take notice of the ruling and
are careful about what they say in future.
Mr Forwood will resume his contribution.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - It is absolutely
outrageous! I pointed out the slimy gutter tactics of
the Leader of the OppOSition during the
address-in-reply debate and today the issue is
compounded. The Leader of the Opposition's
comment about Mr Cox was absolutely out of order.
It was appalling that he could say it. What sort of a
man is the Leader of the Opposition that he can
denigrate someone who served the state as well as
Mr Cox did? Mr Cox's contribution to this state will
be remembered long after that of the Leader of the
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Opposition -long, long after! Mr Cox is a man of
honour and integrity and the Leader of the
Opposition - words fail me!

not even me can fix the process. The problem with
members of the Labor Party is that because they
muck up their system they think everybody does it!

Let me make this point about Mr Cox: the one thing
the Leader of the Opposition got right in his
contribution in the debate on the motion for
agreement with the address-in-reply to the
Governor's speech was that Mr Cox wanted to be a
member of Parliament. Mr Cox did want to be
member of Parliament - and was a member and a
contributor for a long time. Yet the Leader of the
Opposition came up with a half-baked allegation
that the man who wanted to be a member of
Parliament decided to accept a $10 000 job on the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways board instead. No
person in their right mind would accept that
proposition. It is nonsense! You made the whole
thing up!

Labor Party members probably do not know a lot
about liberal Party preselection. Under our system
60 per cent of the delegates are branch members and
40 per cent are policy delegates, so it is not possible
to fix a preselection. We have no idea what the
outcome will be.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - He was not good enough!
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I point out to
Mr Nardella that Ms Smith won the preselection fair
and square! There were 60 or 70 people there.
Mr Cox had been in Parliament a long time. Mr Cox
can count; he knew that things were not looking
good and he made the choice that he would
withdraw rather than lose. I commend him for that.
To suggest that he was offered an inducement to
trade his job as a member of Parliament for a
pOSition on a board is a nonsense and should be
ruled out of order.
My third point is about Uberal Party preselections.
Honourable members need only look around this
chamber or the other house to see that the Liberal
Party preselection system is fair, based on merit and
democratic. In every case those who won
preselection went through the process. I shall qualify
that: there are some members of this chamber who
were in a more fortunate pOSition and who did not
have to go through the preselection process. They
were hand picked, and they are excellent, too.
However, the majority of Liberal and National party
members won their places completely on merit
through the usual preselection system.
I make one other point in relation to the Liberal
Party. One thing the Liberal Party cannot do is to fix
a preselection. Some of us have been involved in the
party for a long time and we have seen people come
and go. One thing we are not good at is getting the
numbers right in the preselection process. I tell you
here and now: not Mr Birrell, not Mr Kennett, not
Mr Kroger, not Mr Baillieu, not Mr Georgiou and

I turn now to my fourth point. We have had Evans,
Cox, Hayward and Heffeman whose appointments
after leaving Parliament were made on merit. Some
will argue strongly that former members of
Parliament have a life after Parliament. Their
contribution should be encouraged. Recently, I sat
next to John and Nancye Cain and we had a similar
conversation about the use of former ministers and
premiers. There is a very good argument those
people have skills that can be used.
It is hypocritical in the extreme for Mr Theophanous

to talk about mates and jobs for the boys! Those of
us who have been around for a while know the
Labor Party turned patronage into an art form.
Members of the opposition do not have to accept my
word; they should look at a few of their own people
who came into the Cain government in 1982 and did
not make it through to the first landslide coalition
victory in 1992 and who were not around to be
thumped again in 1996. What about David Gray, the
Labor Party member for Syndal from 1982 to 1985by any definition a oncer? He became a level 3 legal
officer with the Attomey-General's department in
1985. He left Parliament and went straight into the
government service. David Hassett was the member
for Dromana between 1982 and 1985 and after he
lost his seat in the 1985 election he became the
Joblink officer in the metropolitan southeast regional
office of the Department of Labour. I saw
Judy Dixon recently. She was the Labor member for
Boronia Province from 1982 to 1988. She became a
senior policy adviser for older persons services in
the health department. She was then appointed as
the Chairperson of the Community Council Against
Violence in the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet, the Commissioner for the Prevention of
Violence, a member of the National Committee on
Violence Against Women and a member of the
Ministry of Transport safe travel forum. The point I
make is that when she lost her seat somebody found
something for her to do. I do not criticise that.
I believe the appointment of Mr Heffernan as a
commissioner of the Shire of Nillumbik is an
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excellent appointment and that Mr Hayward will be
extraordinarily good on the zoo board.
What about Lou Hill? He was a twicer! He was a
member from 1982-88, and six months after he was
defeated he was made a magistrate. What about the
late Laurie McArthur whom we were talking about
the other day. He was put on the Victorian Egg
Marketing Board. Michael Arnold is my favourite.
He lost his seat in October 1988 and by January 1989
the former Premier, John Cain, wrote in a memo that
Mr Arnold was going to earn so much money as a
consultant - $156 000 - that his salary was to be
cut in half. Mr Cain wrote across the bottom of the
memo, 'Mr Amold knows about this; I have spoken
to him'. Excuse me! They worked out that he would
earn more than a backbencher! He was then made a
judge on the Accident Compensation Tribunal.
Doug Newton was the Labor member for
Bennettswood from 1982 to 1985. He was made
manager of a recycling unit of the EPA and was then
promoted to manager of the waste management unit
of the EPA. What about Bob Miller, the former Labor
member for Prahran from 1982 to 85? He was made
Director of the Regulation Review Unit, Technology
and Resources, which was then part of the
Department of Industry, Technology and Resources.
Mr Theophanous should not have the nerve and
hide to come in here and talk about jobs for the boys
because his own party's track record is so appalling.
Mr Power commented on the wonderful
contribution made by Ms Marple during her time in
Parliament. I cannot resist the opportunity to
comment on her job for the girls back in the good
old days! Ms Marple was appointed by her friend,
Mrs Kirner - when Mrs Kirner was the Minister for
Conservation Forests and Lands - as Deputy
Chairman of the Vermin and Noxious Weeds
Destruction Board.
Hon. W. R. Buter --She got a car!
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - She got a car for being
the deputy chairman. That was in 1986. I want to put
on the record some of her comments about her job.
She was interviewed by a journalist from Stock and
Land and the article says:
In recent years Ms Marple had worked more in the
education and community fields rather than on the
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She has been a director of an education centre as well
as a supervisor for the adult training centre, where she
has had to work with young unemployed people.
Commenting on her expertise that rendered her
suitable for the position, Ms Marple said that in
addition to her work in the education field she 'had
helped on the farm'.
'In fact, last weekend I made the casseroles for the
shearers'.

We can laugh at that.
Hon. M. M. Gould - You obviously have not
spoken to any shearers.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - No, I haven't. Let me
finish the article from Stock and Land, which says:
Ms Marple maintains that she fully understands the
problems farmers are facing nowadays.

'Farming is very much like housework in that you go to
bed thinking that you haven't done all that you wanted
to do. You have to learn to live with a lot of
frustrations.'

She earned $40 000 a year as deputy chairman of the
Vermin and Noxious Weeds Destruction Board.
Mr Theophanous has a nerve to come in here and
criticise us about jobs for the boys. Look at their
record! Let me turn to Labor Party preselection.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - You had a go at ours;
let me talk about yours. I have in my hand the
preselection results published in Lobor Star. They
were early days, because Gary Bourton at Eltham
scored a mention and he did not make it across the
line at the end; he withdrew well before the election
got too close. It goes into some detail about a bunch
of people who were optimistic they might have had
a chance to win a seat. This was about the time my
colleague Ms Asher got extraordinarily upset when
Mr Brumby referred to the Labor Party team as 'a
political version of the Baby Bombers' Mr Brumby's team. The Baby Bombers did not do
too badly; they won the premiership. The article
says:
John Btumby has described the team as 'a political
version of the Baby Bombers', combining youth with
experience and a belief in themselves.
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Some belief! He says:
We can follow the example of Essendon, who came
back from 43 points down to win. The 7.8 swing we
need is attainable.
1994 will be a year for campaign planning, team
building and fundraising.

Of course, that is what they did. They did team
building, campaigning and fundraising; some of
them in particular got to work in the branches. We
have talked about Eltham. There was Robyn
McLeod at Mordialloc - we could go and talk to the
guys down there. There was Robyn Mason - bad
luck, Robyn, that was hard. Tullamarine, David
White; Peter Gavin withdrew. Jean Lyon at Berwick;
Bayswater was Barbara Lewis. Sang Nguyen is here;
he beat Licia Kokocinski.
Carole Marple got 63 per cent of the local vote and
Lynne Kosky got only 36 per cent, but she won the
seat. The panel had that one fixed. We do not need
to touch on Frankston East. There was a very good
result in Frankston East at the election. But these are
the preselection results for the ALP. I should
mention that the ALP preselection for Geelong was
postponed to May the next year because there was a
real problem about Virginia Todd and Ms Marple.
What they did not know is that it did not matter
who they put up - Hon. R. A. Best - She wasn't going to win
anyway.
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where it was faxed and posted to but a lot of copies
got faxed and posted, and one got faxed or posted to
me.
I do not intend to raise any of the issues about the
federal members of Parliament that he cleaned up
on the way through, as much as one is tempted,
because they include Bob Sercombe, who was here
for a while, and Harry Jenkins, from out my way. It
says:
Mr Dynamic - hides in his office with maps of branch
membership on the walls to watch his numbers.

Not a bad comment. But I am going to leave those
aside. I will refer to just the Labor Party members,
the Baby Bombers - I am sorry, Ms Asher! This was
the team that the Labor Party decided to offer to
Victoria, and, within four days of the election, one of
their own people was saying:
Jan Wilson - as thick as two bricks.

I think that is a bit rough on the bricks. Then it says:
George Seitz - has had a good run but will not make
the A team.

Nor, may I suggest, the B or even the C team. Then it
refers to Neil Cole. This is unkind, because Neil and
I have worked together on the Law Reform
Committee and I think Mr Steedman has got this
wrong. He says:
Neil Cole - treacherous and a waste of space.

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - That's right. Let me
congratulate Mr Cover, a member for Geelong
Province, on his contribution to the address-in-reply
debate. So that was the team the ALP put up for the
election. They went with that team to the election
and, to put it bluntly, they got thrashed. We
understand how disappointing it is when you get
thrashed and we understand that when these things
happen, you decide to have a good hard look at
yourselves. We applaud that; we think that is a very
good idea. If you do not want to be on the
backbench of the Labor Party, a dispirited, down,
dejected Labor Party, for a very long time, you must
take a good hard look at yourselves.
That process was started by one Pete Steedman. He
has been around for a long time; he was the member
for Casey for a while. He wrote a terrific letter to
Darrel Cochrane, general secretary of the AMEU.
The letter is dated 5 April 1996, four days after they
got creamed. It says 'fax and post'. I do not know

I disagree with that; I think it is wrong. The next
comment is:
David Cunningham - nice bloke and a good local
member--

I agree with that, too; he is a nice bloke but is holding down a safe seat needed for a high-flier.

When the Labor Party team is a bunch of low-lifes in
the gutter, a high-flier is what is needed. Maybe
David will never fly high but he is a good bloke.
It says Alex Andrianopoulos failed to take a mark.

He cannot even get off the ground, let alone take a
mark. Michael Leighton is another one from out my
way. He is described as 'lazy and a branch
manipulator and stacker'.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, standing order 131, which
concerns unparliamentary language, says:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming
references in reference to any other member.
I request that the honourable member cease doing so
in regard to honourable members in another place.
Hon. K. M. Smith - On the point of order,
Mr Deputy President, branch stacking is not an
offensive word; it is a common term that is used
both inside and outside the Parliament and has been
used in that way for a long period. Mr Nardella
should not get upset about expressions like that,
after some of the things that have been said.
Certainly there is no point of order and it is not an
issue that should have been raised.
Hon. D. A. Nardella -On a further point of
order, Mr Deputy President, an accusation was
made about a member of the other house,
Mr Michael Leighton. Words that would be
offensive to that particular member were used, and I
ask for those words to be withdrawn in line with
standing order 131.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - On the point of order,
Mr Deputy President, when I was undertaking
detailed research for my speech, one of the
expressions I searched for in Hansard was 'branch
stacker', which appeared on many occasions. I
scrolled through to see who used that word. From
memory, 'branch stacker' has appeared in Hansard
some 20 or 30 times in the last year. I think it is
extraordinary for Mr Nardella to take the point of
order.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! On the
point of order, standing order 131 states:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming words
in reference to any other members.
It is important that most of the comments
Mr Forwood has made have been direct quotes from
a document. Nevertheless, as I said when ruling on
an earlier point of order, in these kinds of debates
with comments being made both by speakers and by
interjection we are all sailing pretty close to the wind
and not setting a good example for standards of
behaviour and comment in this house. I issued a
warning last time.
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In respect of the earlier point of order, the comments
were not directed towards a particular person; in
fact Mr Forwood commented about quite a few
members of Parliament. With this point of order the
comments were more specific and Mr Nardella took
offence at comments made about Mr Leighton in
another place. In this particular case I ask
Mr Forwood to withdraw the remarks about
Mr Leighton to which a member has taken offence.
As I said, I like to hear good, open, constructive
debate in this house. Some of the comments from
both sides have not been constructive to the debate.
It would be better if we moved on with the
comments and further debate and, to help expedite
the progress, I simply ask Mr Forwood to withdraw
the comments to which Mr Nardella has taken
offence.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I withdraw. I make
the point that these are not my words; they are the
words of Mr Steedman. I hope he will allow me a
little bit of licence, as I interpret what he has written,
because I obviously cannot quote his comments
verbatim.
One of the people not mentioned in Mr Steedman's
letter is Mr Nardella. There can be only two reasons
for that: firstly, that he is so good and such a
high-flier that there is no reason to include him; or
secondly, that he is so irrelevant that Mr Steedman
doesn't even know he exists. As a magnanimous
gesture to Mr Nardella, I shall take the first option: I
say he is a high-flier. I am sorry that he was demoted
from the opposition's front bench.
I now paraphrase Mr Steedman's letter which says,
in part: Ian Baker is going nowhere, is obviously
frustrated and should jump; Tony Sheehan put
himself on the list by not contesting the shadow
ministry, which means his career is over so he
should move aside; Demitri Dollis has a lot to
contribute and should stay in the Parliament but not
as deputy leader; and Jim McLean -- I think he
means Jean McLean -and Doug Walpole are nice
people but in a depleted upper house - I know
there are 34 of us and only 10 of them - we need
some aggresSive talent. Mr Steedman says some
unkind words about Mr Pullen - he says he is
'yesterday's man'. He says of Mrs Hogg that she is a
good operator but should do the right thing. We
now come to Mr Theophanous, and in this instance I
need to use some ingenuity because I do not wish to
circumvent the Deputy President's ruling.
Mr Steedman says that, 'You know my opinion of
this corruptor of party rules'.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, standing order 131 does not
permit Mr Forwood to say that Mr Theophanous is a
corruptor of the rules, and I ask him to withdraw.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! It is up to
the member present in the house to take offence at
those remarks.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On the point of
order, Mr Deputy President, the opposition has
given some leeway to Mr Forwood in allowing him
to read from a document that is inappropriate to
quote because it represents the views of one
individual. H the precedent is accepted any member
may read out views expressed by someone else - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You may learn
something if you keep quiet. If a member is allowed
to come into the house and read out views expressed
by somebody else which denigrate a member of the
house it is open to all members to read out such
documents or have people write documents that
make comments that are untrue, deride members or
make defamatory and objectionable comments. On
that basis, even though Mr Forwood was reading
from a document, I find the comments offensive and
untrue. Mr Forwood has no basis, apart from the
document, for making those comments, and it is as if
the member himself were making the claim.
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that it be withdrawn. That part of the point of order
is upheld, and I ask Mr Forwood to withdraw those
comments.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I am happy to
withdraw the comments and Mr Steedman's
implication. Mr Theophanous can dish it out, but
cannot take it. I note that he waited until I got to the
last person in the letter.
Hon. Louise Asher - You didn't mind anyone
else being bucketed; you let his comments go until
he started bucketing you.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Not true.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I shall refer to the
preselection process of the Labor Party in a minute,
but I remind members opposite that the Labor Party
took us on at the last election and got thrashed, that
their own side say they are dead wood and that
some members opposite play fast and loose with the
way some things can be done in some political
organisations.
The real problem confronting the Labor Party is
finding suitable candidates to fill positions. Not only
does Mr Steedman believe there are problems with
Labor's current members of Parliament but he says
the party should not preselect local warlords, brain
dead local government leftovers who need a step up
the ladder or inner-suburban professionals who are
totally up themselves.

Mr Deputy President, I ask you to ask Mr Forwood

to desist from reading the document, which makes
objectionable claims about members.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! There is no
point of order regarding a member quoting a
document. That has been the practice in this house
for some time.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - If that is the case I
will make one up.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I remind
members that when the Chair is on his feet no
member is allowed to speak. In respect to the point
of order being raised, as I was saying, it is in order
for members to quote from documents and if, during
the quoting from a document, a comment is made to
which another member takes offence, it is
appropriate for that member to raise a point of order
and ask for a withdrawal. In this instance
Mr Theophanous is taking objection to a comment,
whether in the quote or not, and he is entitled to ask

Mr Steedman says the party should give a run to
some of the troops and see what happens. He says
that a massive purge of 15 or 20 by-elections is
unprecedented and will be rejected by the party as
being too risky, but since many of the
recommendations involve safe Labor seats it could
be sold as part of the party's revitalisation to prepare
a viable opposition to counter massive majorities by
the coalition forces. He goes on to say that the party
should bite the bullet. I agree with him. They were
part of the Baby Bombers; they have been thrashed
and should give the game away.
I now raise a delicate topic that I want to talk about
in some detail. I refer particularly to how some
members of the Labor Party find their way into the
chamber, and I will have difficulty explaining the
story in full if I cannot use some of the expressions
that are used in the correspondence. I have with me
several articles about ethnic ALP branches and their
Balkanisation of the Labor Party.
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Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUlY PRESIDENT - Order!

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - The first is by Ernest
Healy.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Who's he?
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - My understanding is
that he is an academic at Monash University.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - He's not connected
with the liberal Party, is he?
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Judging by his
detailed knowledge of the Labor Party, I doubt it
very much. I point out that this article does have a
list of all the branches in the Batman electorate,
including the approximate numbers of the members,
their ethnicity /language, and the percentage of total
branch members. This is an article about the battle
between Mr Theophanous, who had spent many
years' getting ready' - the polite expression - for
the day Brian Howe retired - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What, working with
the constituents?
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Let me pick up
Mr Theophanous's interjection about working with
the constituents, because Mr Healy makes the point
that the:
1991 census data indicate that the Greek-born Batman
population is 6 per cent. The proportion of the Batman
population who speak Greek in the home is 11 per
cent ...

But the proportion in the branch is substantially
higher than that: 39 per cent of the major branches,
Batman North and Northcote East, is made up of
Greek speakers. He also makes the point that
Mr Theophanous is a member of one branch and his
wife runs the other.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, I have actually seen this article
and I do not believe that quote is correct in the way
that it has been put by the honourable member.
Hon. Louise Asher - He said it makes the point.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Yes, and he indicated
something about my running one branch and my
wife running another. I consider it to be a disgusting
attack on my wife.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The article does not
even use those words. I find it a disgusting attack on
my wife and I ask, Mr Deputy President, that you
ask Mr Forwood to withdraw the comment.
Hon. K. M. Smith - Further on the point of
order, Mr Deputy President, this is a place where we
have freedom to speak and over a long time
Mr Theophanous has been known to speak his mind
and make unfounded allegations about people in
this house. Because he gets a bit touchy, he wants to
draw points of order to your attention. He has no
point of order. This is a house of free debate, within
the bounds that you set this afternoon. Mr Forwood
is quoting from an article. If we are going to get to
the stage where people can't quote from articles that
are properly researched and documented, we might
as well close the house down. I ask that you rule
against the point of order.
Hon. Louise Asher - Further on the point of
order, Mr Deputy President, firstly, I make the
observation that my understanding is that
Mr Forwood said something along the lines of, 'the
article makes the point that' - he did not say he was
making a direct quote. He then went on to
paraphrase in his own words. Mr Theophanous is
asking for a withdrawal based on a
misunderstanding, because Mr Forwood was not
quoting. Secondly, Mr Theophanous has claimed
that Mr Forwood had caused an offence or was
insulting his wife in some way.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You're a great
defender of female rights, aren't you?
Hon. Louise Asher - I am. I make this important
observation on this point of order: that all
Mr Forwood said was that Mr Theophanous's wife
was running a branch of the Labor Party. As one
who supports women in leadership positions, I
regard that as a good thing. So there was no
intention to insult Mr Theophanous's wife.
Mr Forwood was simply making an observation that
this was the status and this was the position she held.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You're getting into
the gutter with him!
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order!
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Hon. Louise Asher - So there is no ground for
offence in the first point he raised because
Mc Forwood was not quoting directly. As regards
the second, there was no offence whatsoever to
Mc Theophanous's wife. The only reference made to
her was that she was the president of a Labor Party
branch.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - Further on the point of
order, Mc Deputy President, I am mindful of the
earlier appropriate comments that you made and the
constraints you placed on members. I find it a bit
precious that Mc Theophanous should raise a point
of order on this matter when earlier today he was
able to defend an allegation that Mc George Cox, a
former member of this place, took a bribe. He said in
his defence of that particular comment that it was
fair and reasonable for him to make that attack, that
Wlder parliamentary precedent because that person
was not a member of the house he was able to make
a comment on that man and what has happened.
Yet here we have him taking exception to a
comment about somebody else, who is also not a
member of this place, that I suggest was not as
derogatory as what was said earlier by
Mc Theophanous about Mc Cox. I find it hard to
Wlderstand how he can take two different and quite
contradictory positions. I suggest your ruling ought
to be consistent with your previous ruling.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -She's a member of
that branch, and she is a very good member of that
branch. She is a very active person in politics in the
area, and has done a great deal to assist me in my
work with constituents in the area.
The third point I make, in response to Mc Atkinson's
point - that is, the question of something being
objectionable to a member - is that this is
objectionable to me. It is not a question of whether
the reference is to my spouse. This is objectionable to
me and the situation is that both my wife and I are
being accused of something which I strenuously
deny.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I am being accused
of running the branch, and I do not. It is a branch
run independently of me. I am a member of that
branch and I attend meetings of the branch. I take
exception to the imputations by Mc Forwood against
both me and my spouse. Under standing order 131 I
ask you to ask him to withdraw - and the next time
tell the bloody truth!

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Further on the point
of order, Mc Deputy President, I make the following
points in response to the claims of government
members. First of all, Mc Forwood, in making his
point, said that the article points out 'that
Mc Theophanous runs one branch and that his wife
runs another' - Hon. K. M. Smith - He said you were a member.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That's not what he
said. You weren't listening!
Hon. K. M. Smith - I was listening.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -He made the
comment, and that is what I took exception to. In
fact the article says I am a member of one branch
and my wife is a member of another branch. The
way it was presented by Mc Forwood was a direct
attempt to misrepresent what the article says. The
second point I make is that my wife is not the
president of the branch, for your information,
Ms Asher.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! In this
ruling let me make very clear the rules on making
comments to which members may take offence.
Whether they are a quote that is being quoted in the
second person or not a member still has a right to
take offence to those comments. Mc President dealt
with the issue last week, when the boot was on the
other foot, so to speak.
Let me make it clear that one cannot just come in
here and quote a document members may take
offence to. The simple reason is that you could just
get a friend to write a comment to try to convey a
message in what would be a very underhand way
by making a comment in the second person that
someone could take offence to.
So, on the issue of quoting or not, as I have already
said twice in making rulings on points of order, a
member may still take offence at a remark even
though it may be from a quoted document.
On the issue on which this point of order has been
raised, as I said at the start of my remarks on it, I am
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at a disadvantage in that I did not directly hear the
words Mr Forwood was using at that point of time.
Therefore, I am unable to make a categorical ruling
one way or the other on this issue. However, as I
said, for the benefit of expediency and the debate, all
I ask Mr Forwood to do is to make a clarification. I
am not putting words in his mouth, but I suggest he
did not mean to make offence against
Mr Theophanous's wife. I therefore ask Mr Forwood
to take the appropriate action.

The two major Greek-speaking branches (Batman

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I am happy to
withdraw. I wish to make this point, not because
you suggested it, Mr Deputy President, but because
I intended to do it anyway: nothing I said tonight
was in any way intended to be a slur on
Mrs Theophanous.

Hon. R. A. Best - A very mobile branch!

Sitting suspended 6.31 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Before the suspension
of the sitting I was contrasting the Labor Party's
method of selecting its members of Parliament with
our method and following up some of the issues
raised by the Leader of the OppOSition in this house,
Mr Theophanous, in his speech on the
address-in-reply to the Governor's speech.
I was about to quote extensively from an article by
Ernest Healy headed 'Ethnic ALP Branches - The
Balkanisation of Labor Revisited'. It goes into detail
about the method by which members of the public
joined the seat of Batman, which honourable
members will know was a seat Mr Theophanous
had his eye on following the resignation of Brian
Howe, the former Deputy Prime Minister, who was
moving on. People will be well aware that
Mr Theophanous's state electorate overlapped much
of that area and he was very interested in going
federal - or feral, as some of us thought.
I shall quote some bits of the article. One paragraph
in particular that is appropriate to place on the
record is this:
However, the claims that local party branches fairly
represented the Batman population were spurious at
best, as was Theophanous's denial that branch stacking
had distorted local preselection decision making.
Table 1 gives a breakdown of the Batman Labor Party
branch structure.

The table provides the branch names, the number of
members in each branch and the ethnicity, or
language, of the members of those branches. It goes
on to say:

North and Northcote East) make up 39 per cent of
branch membership in Batman; Theo Theophanous is a
member of one of these; his wife is a member of the
other. Because there are Greek members in other
Batman branches besides Batman North and Northcote
East, Greeks account for about half of the Batman party
membership ... The membership of ALP branches in
Batman has increased from 440 to nearly 1100 in the
past two years.

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Yes. Mr Healy
continues, saying that much of the increase was due
to branch stacking. He makes the point:
Labor embraced an ideology which prioritised ethnicity
over other more inclusive bases of party and national
identity. One consequence was that ethnic minorities
were utilised as a source of political legitimacy.
Nurtured through state patronage, ethnic elites
exercising intra-communal influence played a crucial
part in this process.

So, rather than the open, straightforward
preselection procedures that take place in the liberal
Party, the Labor Party has a moving feast, where it
uses the ethnic backgrounds of members of the
population to manipulate the figures in a branch for
its own political reasons. Let me make the point that
merit is the only criterion used in the liberal Party;
branch stacking is the major mechanism used in the
Labor Party.
Let me return to the remarks of someone I quoted
earlier in my speech, Pete Steedman. In an article
that appeared in the Age on 27 July 1994,
Mr Steedman wrote an opinion piece headed
'Branch stacking - the Bad News for Labor and the
Community'. He makes the point that after the
Kennett landslide, John Brumby - then he uses
some polite words to describe him - inherited a
shadow cabinet made in hell.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - It is the shadow
cabinet made in hell. Mr Steedman goes on to
investigate some of the many examples of branch
stacking that have been taking place in the Labor
Party. The article states:
According to the report, 170 new members from the
Greek, Filipino, Italian and Lebanese communities were
recruited on 25 April by western suburbs MPs as
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retaliation against branch stacking a week earlier when
80 Turks had been signed up.

When I finish with the branch stacking in Batman
and Mr Theophanous, I will turn to the branch
stacking in Doutta Galla and investigate in some
detail the role of Mr Eren, a new member to this
house, and his participation in multiple
recruitment - the euphemism used by
Mr Brumby - in Doutta Galla. But let me finish
with Batman.
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TAYFUNEREN

A part-time employee in Mr John Brumby's electorate
office, Mr Tayfun Eren was a central figure in this
week's leadership drama. Mr Eren had allegedly
stacked hundreds of Turks and Slavs in the Upper
House seat of Doutta Galla.

It is not surprising that we see merit here today - of
course he is here on merit - -

Honourable members interjecting.
We know the story. Mr Theophanous stacked the
branches, got the numbers, put his hand up, went in
and got gazumped by the New South Wales right:
he lost. The speech he gave in this chamber last
week on the address-in-reply was the speech of a
loser. He got in the gutter and chucked a bucket of
mud. He is a loser. He is so much of a loser that the
day after he lost he told the newspapers and was
reported as claiming a moral win. One headline is
'Local candidate claims a moral win'. If he had a
moral win there, I would hate to know what a loss
was. Martin Ferguson went to Canberra and, for all
Mr Theophanous's moral win, he is here today and
he does not like it.

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I don't doubt he is
here on merit; I'm sure he is here on merit, but it is
very useful to have the numbers too. The article
continues:
Mr Brumby had to agree to sack Mr Eren as part of the

deal ...

Opposition Members - He didn't sack him!
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Obviously he
was-Opposition Members - Well, it's wrong!

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I don't like what?
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - It continues:
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - You are here today
and you don't like it. Let me finish my small
contribution on the address-in-reply debate by
touching briefly on the role of Mr Eren. Mr Eren first
came to prominence during the leadership challenge
against Mr Brumby in 1994; the plot to bring John
Brumby down. Now we all know that Mr Brumby
was saved by the Socialist Left and was captured by
the SL and all the rest of it. But part of the price of
the deal was that one of his members of staff, who
had been spending some time multiple recruiting for
the branches in Doutta Galla, was asked to step
aside.
There is a picture in the Age of 7 May 1994 - a good
photograph - of a couple of guys standing, holding
each other's hands. On the left-hand side, which is
no doubt appropriate, is Mr Eren, and on the
right-hand side is a grinning John Brumby. The
caption to the photo says, 'Tayfun Eren and
Opposition Leader Brumby, in happier days.'

as part of the deal with the left to save his leadership.

Let me get to this bit:
Since the failed challenge, the Age has been unable to
contact Mr Eren. His home phone number appears to
have been disconnected.

So after the challenge he briefly went to ground, but
then he surfaced. And guess where he surfaced? In
the electorate office of Miss Could. So he left
Brumby's office and went to Miss Gould's electorate
office.
Hon. M. M. Gould - He started in my office on
Monday and he left Mr Brumby's office on Friday.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Let the record show
that he left Mr Brumby's office on Friday as part of
the factional deal to save Mr Brumby's leadership
and he started two days later - -

An honourable member interjected.

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - He is squeezing his
hand too hard. The article, headed 'What candidates
say on stacking', says:

Hon. M. M. Gould - He resigned from John
Brumby's office and I employed him on the Monday.
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Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I am not at all
surprised that you employed him on the Monday.
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was under threat; it was about the time they were
doing his leadership. He said:

Hon. M. M. Gould - What's your point?

In an interview with the Sunday Age this weekend,
Mc Brumby confirmed that one of his staff had been

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I just wonder - -

involved in 'multiple recruitment' and that some
within the party were attempting to hold his position
as leader 'hostage' because of the escalating in-fighting.

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Settle down please!
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I do wonder, though,
that in his inaugural speech in the chamber he can
say that he is proud to have been a member of her
staff helping her in - Hon. M. M. Gould-Exactly.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Mr Eren puts it on the
record that he was a member of Miss Gould's staff.
But he does not thank the Leader of the OppOSition.
Let's just investigate this in detail.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. Louise Asher - Whatever Brumby tells
you to do, you do!

Now this was two years ago, about the time they
were putting together the team that was - An honourable member interjected.

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - The Baby Bombers
who were going to come along and, to use
Mr Theophanous's expression, 'have a go at us'. The
article reported that Mr Brumby pointed out to the
Sunday Age that:
More than 1000 new members have joined the ALP in
the past fortnight - -

An Honourable Member - How many?

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You worked for
Bob Collins!

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - A thousand, in a
fortnight! Now I suspect that Mr Eren probably
knew most of the 80 Turks that he got that week, but
he couldn't have got more than that; not a
thousand-

Hon. Louise Asher - I didn't work for Bob
Collins; he's Labor, you idiot!

largely concentrated around the Upper House seat of
Doutta Galla ...

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You want to work for Bob
Collins!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Peter Collins.

As we have already noted, Mr Eren won that on
merit because he had the numbers. Mr Brumby, of
course, also held that seat before. So here we have
the eternal triangle of Miss Gould, Mr Eren and
Mr Brumby all swimming around among the
thousand new members in a fortnight in Doutta
Galla.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -Oh well, I got the
surname right!
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - In the Interim
Parliamentary Handbook Mr Eren describes himself as
having been an electorate officer for Mr John
Brumby, MLA, and the Honourable Monica Gould,
MLC, but he left out the bit about stacking the
branches for him.
I will quote the Leader of the Labor Party,
Mr Brumby, whose remarks in an interview were
reported in the Age of 1 May 1994, about the time he

One of the problems that comes along when you do
this is that other groups want to get involved as
well. So other than the thousand in this group we
then had different sections of the party co-opting
different ethic groups, including the Turks, the
Greeks and the Latin Americans - Hon. M. M. Gould - We are multicultural; we
are not restrictive - Hon. BILL FORWOOD - We are not the least
bit restrictive either -look at Mr Furletti,
Mr Katsambanis, and Mrs Powell, who comes from
England. They are all very good.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Hang on. I am happy
to admit it. There are 10 of you, and we have
Australians from Cuba, Vietnam, Turkey and Italy.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD -It is not a racist
comment at all; it is a comment on the
multicu1tural - Hon. T. E. Eren -On a point of order,
Mr President, I refer to standing order 131, and point
out that the members on this side are not
Cambodian or Turkish but are Australians. I ask the
member to withdraw that comment.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Mr President, if they
take offence at my comments, I happily withdraw. I
am happy to put on the record that they are
Australians. I welcomed them in my opening
remarks to this chamber.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - After you made the
disgusting remarks in the first place.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I welcomed them
wholesomely as Australians to this chamber absolutely, not a problem!
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You wouldn't know.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - I was about to get to
you; I was going to say that you are an Australian
Cypriot. Are you going to take offence at that?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I am Australian and I
was born in Cyprus; that's what I am.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Thank you. Let the
record show that he is an Australian born in
Cyprus - okay; I am an Australian born in
Australia, and it makes no difference to me. Let me
finish with this brief comment.
An Honourable Member - Thank goodness!

Hon. BILL FORWOOD -If you provoke me I
might go into the Joe Italiano story.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Who won preselection
for the seat for Werribee, hey? Well, Joe got
preselected under another deal. Joe was selling his
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house in Park Orchards so he could move down
there, but at the end of the day, despite what Ken
Coghill said about the preselection system in the seat
of Werribee, he didn't run, did he? Ms Gillett did.
But we'll save Joe ltaliano for another day.

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Don't encourage him.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -Come on, what other
ethnic member are you going to pick on?
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Don't tempt me, Theo!

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - We know where
you're coming from and what your views are.
Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Let me finish my brief
contribution. I rose to my feet today for one reason
and one reason only. I chose to deliver this speech in
this manner purely because of the puerile
accusations that the Leader of the Opposition dealt
out in the garbage he put out in this house last week.
An Honourable Member -Glass jaw.

Hon. BILL FORWOOD - Glass jaw for sure! I
make the point that at the end of the day the
coalition is about governing for all Australians and
all Victorians no matter where they are from. The
Leader of the Opposition has no vision and his
speech was from the gutter. I invite the Leader of the
OppOSition to stand up any time he likes and throw
mud by producing anonymous letters and shonky
little press releases based on leaks because we will
just get on with providing good govenunent in
Victoria in this term, the next term and the term after
that!
Government Members - Hear! hear!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) -It
is a very sad day when a member comes to this
house with lots of promise, ideas, life experience and
what was thought of as a future, only to prove to be
an absolute disappOintment because all he can do is
besmirch honourable members on this side of house
and call into question the democratic procedures of
the Australian Labor Party.
Mr Forwood has no understanding of the pluralistic
nature of our party. He does not understand that we
are decades in front of the Liberal Party with regard
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to representing the Victorian community on a
multicultural basis. Further, Labor is centuries in
front of the National Party. The National Party has
just caught up and for the first time put a woman in
Parliament - and a good woman at that!
Mr Forwood used a set of false premises to attack
the great name of the Australian Labor Party and its
electoral processes. Labor is streets ahead in an
absolute and real sense. Where are the ethnic
communities represented on the government side of
the house? The liberals have some Greek-born and
Italian-born members, and that is terrific! But what
about liberal Party federal preselections.
An honourable member - Petro Georgiou.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - What did he have to
do to get preselection? Let us put on the record - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The proceedings
cannot continue if the Hansard reporters cannot
record them. Hansard reporters cannot possibly hear
above this racket! I ask honourable members to
allow Mr Nardella to make his points, even if they
are provocative. I ask honourable members to
restrain themselves.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - What did
Mr Georgiou have to do? I will give the house a

history lesson: he had to threaten to resign his
position in the liberal Party, he had to threaten the
position of the liberal Party to get the Kooyong
preselection.
Hon. D. MeL. Davis - Nonsense!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is not nonsense look at the press reports of the time. The Liberal
Party is stuck in the last century and is not
representative of the Victorian or Australian
community. One has only to look around the
chamber to see that is the case. For Mr Forwood to
start criticising Labor's democratic preselection
processes - -
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challenged and queried, the Australian Labor Party
processes allow democratic preselection of people.
Hon. Louise Asher interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Don't talk about Reg
Macey, Ms Asher. I may not necessarily agree with
the preselection choices but the processes are
democratic and, in addition to the central panel
process, allow for local and trade union movement
input - input from all the component areas of the
Australian Labor Party.
Mr Forwood should not talk about Labor having a
crook process. The process we employ has resulted
in a Turkish-born member and a Vietnamese-born
member taking their places in this house, and a
Cambodian-born member being elected to the other
house. Who does the coalition champion when its
members talk about multiculturalism? They are not
here. It is a case of, 'No show, Your Honour'. The
liberals are centuries behind, and the National Party
is even worse. The National Party has had to be
dragged kicking and screaming to the stage of
putting a good woman into Parliament. Mr Forwood
should not talk about the preselection processes of
the Australian Labor Party.
Mr Forwood mentioned Carole Marple, the former
member for Altona in the other house. Carole is a

good friend of mine and I was extremely
disappointed that she did not regain preselection for
Altona and missed out on selection for Geelong
Province. Carole Marple contributed greatly to the
work of the Legislative Assembly. Her contribution
in three and a half years in Parliament was much
greater than any contribution Mr Forwood will ever
make. Carole demonstrated her integrity, her
original thinking, her love of her constituents and
her commitment to the Labor movement - things
honourable members on the other side of the house
have no understanding about. Government
members have no understanding about the Labor
movement and even if you could collect together the
thoughts of all coalition members you would find
they still did not have an understanding of
working-class people in Australian and Victorian
society.

Hon. Bill Forwood - It was Steedman.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - But it came out of
Mr Forwood's mouth! So, unless Mr Forwood is
saying Pete Steedman is standing where he is
standing, that is not the case. Although the
preselection processes in any political party can be

I say to Mr Forwood, through you, Mr President,
that he is not a shadow of Carole Marple and that
her contribution to Parliament will stand the test of
time and be recognised for what it was even before
he leaves this place.
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Members of the Liberal Party may talk about Labor
Party processes, as they have tonight, but when you
talk about branch stacking or, if you will, multiple
recruitment you need look no further than the
Liberal Party's backyards.
In 1992 Mr All Riza Kozanoglu stood as an endorsed
Liberal Party candidate against the member for
Thomastown, Peter Batchelor. In 1993 he stood as
the endorsed Liberal candidate against
Lindsay Tanner in the federal seat of Melbourne.
What did he do between preselections and elections?
He was out recruiting in his own community,
stacking the Liberal branches in the northern
suburbs. For the Liberal Party to say only the Labor
Party does it is utterly wrong, and I can go further
than that. It is not only about multiple recruiting or
branch stacking; it is also about representation of all
minority and ethnic groupings within society, which
is vastly different!

Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Here is the proof! I
can say it with a straight face. I can go into the other
chamber and demonstrate again that the Liberal and
National parties are not representative of a
pluralistic society. You do not care about ethnic
people being represented and having their views
heard. That is the difference! I have proved that by
the facts I have just gone through.
Mr President, I formally congratulate you on your
election as President. I congratulate all new
members on their election to this great Parliament. I
echo the comments of Mr Power that the majority of
contributions from new members were great, and I
look forward to further contributions from them.

I shall now talk. about guns in our society. I applaud
the stand taken by the Prime Minister, Mr Howard,
and the federal opposition leader, Mr Beazley. Their
pOSition is overdue, and tragically it has been forced
upon Australian society. Too many deaths have
occurred at the hands of males wielding guns in
Victoria, New South Wales and now Tasmania.
Those mass shootings should not have occurred in
our communities.
Deaths as a result of firearms used by family
members against other family members number too
many! In its national homicide monitoring program
the Australian Institute of Criminology undertook a
survey between July 1989 and June 1993 and found
that of the 1267 homicides in Australia one-third
were at the hands of family members and one-third
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involved firearms. It is obvious that those deaths
were caused by easy access to firearms.
The figures are even worse when you look more
closely into them. Of the 532 females who died
50 per cent were killed as a result of a dispute
between intimate partners and one-third of those
involved firearms. Tragically firearms play a huge
role in the homicides within Australian society.
It is important to look at the statistics, put them into
perspective and then move forward. We must also

ensure that those types of incidences are reduced.
Unfortunately in 1987 the Hoddle Street massacre
occurred. Those images flooded back just a few
weeks ago during the awful Port Arthur tragedy. In
1987 the Cain government attempted to pass a
number of gun control measures to make our society
safer. Within three months of the Hoddle Street
massacre the then opposition coalition parties totally
and absolutely rejected the proposed changes to gun
laws.
I remember watching the television coverage of the
first pro-gun rally, and I saw the current Minister for
Agriculture and Resources, Mr McNamara, and the
current Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
Mr McGrath, at the rally. The proposed reforms
were watered down in this house by the then
opposition and we lost the opportunity to include in
the legislation that was subsequently passed good
controls on guns, which was a tragedy. In 1988 after
a rally that was held in January led by Ted Drane, a
National Party member, the then government
buckled under, which was a tragedy in itself.
In 1988-89 the New South Wales Unsworth
government attempted to bring in tighter gun
control measures after the tragedy of the Strathfield
massacre. In an extremely opportunistic way the
then NSW opposition leader watered down the
legislation because of the perceived strength of the
gun lobby in New South Wales. The Unsworth
government lost the election and gun control
measures within that state took a back seat.
In 1989 the federal Labor government under Prime
Minister Hawke tried to bring in gun control
measures but again, believing it was on a winner
because it had an ally in the Sporting Shooters
Association, the then coalition opposition opposed
the legislation introduced by Mr Hawke and his
government.
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That action was to have a tragic impact seven years
later, because Mr Howard did not then give
bipartisan support to gun control legislation.
The opportunistic positions of federal and state
coalitions must be contrasted with what Mr Beazley
is doing at present He is giving bipartisan support
to the Prime Minister to make sure the government
does not buckle under to the gun lobby once again
and to ensure that we make our society as safe as
possible.
I applaud the manner in which Mr Howard has
acted on this issue. He is holding the line. I fear that
if we wait too much longer some elements within
the National Party and the gun lobby might get their
way and achieve some of the changes they have
been lobbying for and the gun control laws would
be watered down.
I refer to crimping, a process by which the breech or
magazine of a semiautomatic rifle can be modified
to fire only two or three shots. Without modification
to the semiautomatic rifle, all you have to do is put
back the original magazine in place of the magazine
that has been crimped to have two or three shots.
Hon. R. A. Best - We are not going to help any
more. We want to know what you really know.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is my
understanding of what occurs. Shooters put in a
fresh magazine with the amount of bullets that a
semiautomatic rifle originally could hold. Shooters
need only to get an original magazine and they will
have a semiautomatic weapon again.
Even before the historic meeting of the federal and
state police ministers where gun control measures
were discussed, the National Party in Victoria was
moving away from Mr Howard and the good
bipartisan position that the community supports
overwhelmingly. I fear that the insatiable demands
of the gun lobby will mean changes will be made
tha t should not occur.
The opposition supports both the federal and state
governments on this issue. We must find the way
forward; we must make sure that we make our
society safer.
In relation to drugs, I was disappointed with the
pOSition taken by a number of honourable members
in the debate last Friday. I am afraid many of them
do not understand the problems that confront our
SOCiety and the problems that confront individuals
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who are stuck in the situation of being addicted to
drugs. Although honourable members may have
read the Penington report, I do not believe they
understand or comprehend what it means.
The Penington committee, which was hand picked
by the Premier, comprised extremely conservative
people. When they were appointed to the
committee, many were against any leniency in the
drug laws. Honourable members have worked on
parliamentary committees that have investigated
matters and after due investigation reached
consensus. That is no different from the actions of
the Penington committee.
Even today when debating the wheel-clamping bill,
the house ultimately reached consensus. That was
after the legislation had been considered by a
parliamentary committee. After considering all the
issues the committee made recommendations on
which the government finally acted. In a real sense
committee members became the experts on wheel
clamping. They attended the public hearings and
called in all the various stakeholders. That is no
different from the Penington committee. It is no
different from what Mr Smith and I did on the
Crime Prevention Committee which dealt with child
sexual assault. It is no different from the committee
that also dealt with the taxi industry or public
transport. I changed my views because of the
evidence we gathered, and Mr Smith changed his
views after that investigation because of the things
we saw.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I find that hard to
believe.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I give credit where
credit is due. Everybody on that committee worked
extremely well and in a real sense became the
experts in the particular field. That is what - Hon. B. N. Atkinson - World experts?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - It is true, because the
vast majority of the committee members were
committed to the report. They wanted to find the
causes of the problem and to reach consensus on
those issues.
The Premier's Drug Advisory Council consulted
experts throughout the world and in other states of
Australia. They drew together that collective
knowledge to make sure the best information was
available and incorporated many of the best ideas
they gained from around the world in their report.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Tuesday, 4 June 1996

COUNCIL

I was disappointed that many members treated it as
a moral issue rather than acknowledging that the
present laws are not working. Too many people are
dying from drug overdoses. We all hear horror
stories of people obtaining a cap of heroin that has
been cut so many times that it contains only 15 per
cent pure heroin and 85 per cent battery acid, talcum
powder, sugar or chemicals that may kill people
when injected. We may condemn people for taking
drugs but they will continue to do it because they
have little control over their behaviour. It is similar
to the smoking of cigarettes. I found giving up
smoking one of the hardest things I ever did. Many
honourable members have stopped smoking and
know how difficult it is. Imagine being hooked on
heroin! A hit for a heroin addict lasts only 8 hours
before he or she gets the shakes. The body craves
more heroin. The receptors in the brain react to the
craving. Many people find it hard to give up
smoking, but it is much worse to give up heroin or
other drugs.
The other side of this drug trade is the traffickers
who make fortunes. Criminals are making fortunes
out of the despair and misery of other people. It has
a corrupting influence on society, particularly our
police forces. When millions of dollars a week are
flowing through the black market it is easy to
corrupt a police officer by offering him a year's
wages. It is alleged police officers have been
corrupted by shutter and glass replacement
companies. We must deal with the supply side of
the drug trade and the Penington report does that by
recommending that people grow their own
marijuana. It will remove the incentive for marijuana
smokers to contact traffickers. Some people may
regard it as a radical approach, but it has worked in
South Australia - its society has not collapsed and
the traffickers have been removed from the supply
side of the drug trade.
People who are addicted to heroin must be given the
option of being supplied with their drug of
dependency so they do not need to undertake
criminal activities. The lives of drug addicts are a
combination of highs and lows - they need
constant hits to satisfy their craving. Parliament
must examine those countries overseas that have
partially controlled the drug trade or consider the
Australian Capital Territory experience. It may be
that we will need to provide heroin under a
controlled program.
We must ensure we have the best system in place for
providing methadone to those who need it. Some
drugs may allow people to go for 23 hours without
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having a hit. We need a number of options so we do
not throw people into the clutches of the drug
traffickers. As a society we should embrace all
members of the community.
In 1994-95, 385 000 people were reported to have

smoked marijuana. I am told you can dial a dope
deal in the suburbs.
It is now 9 o'clock at night. At 1 o'clock this
afternoon, people were going off to lunch. If you

were a drug addict hooked on heroin, you'd have to
find $80 so you could go into the underworld to get
a cap. You would inject it. Now, at 9 o'clock, because
the effects are wearing off, you would have to find
another $80, then go out there and have another
injection to get you through the night. So many lives
are destroyed through that process, and that
becomes the only process for drug addicts.
Where would anybody find $80 to get a hit at
1 o'clock this afternoon, at 9 o'clock at night, and
again halfway through the night to get the next hit?
That is the situation created by the current
legislation in Victoria. That is what it means for a lot
of drug addicts. We force them to find ways of
getting their $80. What do they do? They do
burglaries. They prostitute themselves to make a
quick dollar. They hang out with their mates and
share dirty needles to get a hit. They mill around
together and are forced to live in an underworld, in
an under class, because of their addiction. It is
extremely destructive.
I ask rhetorically: if your son or daughter or one of
your grandchildren came up to you and said, 'I'm a
heroin addict', what would you do - when that
person is crying out for your assistance? Nobody is
immune. It doesn't matter if you are part of the
working class or the upper class, or a police officer.
Nobody is immune to these types of influences.
Would you dob your son or daughter in to the
police? Is that what you would do to help him or
her? In that way you would make that person a
criminal. Maybe you'd get your child to tell you who
the supplier is and then you would tell the police.
But then you'd have to be looking around all the
time, making sure that you weren't going to be done
in, because we are talking about extremely powerful
people. You can moralise and say, 'It's all bad for
you; really you shouldn't be taking it'. But how
would you protect your child? And a lot of these
people really need to be protected.
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How would you be supportive? Is it just a matter of
giving the addict money when he or she needs it to
get another hit? Some families do that but they run
out of money very quickly.
What happens if the person is trafficking in the
drug, to keep up the habit? Do you then give him or
her the Singapore option - that is, dob him or her in
to the police and have him or her put away for
25 years? If you consider some of the propositions
that have been put in this house and the other place,
that is the life, the option - the only option - you
would be giving that person.
What about the health needs of drug addicts? What
about IDV? Part of the culture of taking drugs is
sharing dirty needles. It is part of getting a hit If you
need a hit, that is, you're desperate, and somebody
says, 'Have a pump of this', and you take up the
offer, you are at great risk of getting IDV or, what is
just as bad in many instances, hepatitis C or hepatitis
B.

What would you talk to this person about? How
would you tell him or her that he or she must be
sure a condom is used when having sexual
intercourse with one of the friends he or she is
hanging around with because, more than likely, the
friend will be infected with IDV or some other
disease?
How would you explain to somebody - that is,
your son or daughter or grandchild - that when he
or she is prostituting himself or herself to get the
next hit he or she needs to be sure to practice safe
sex, that a condom should be used at all times,
especially if the person is a male and engages in anal
intercourse? How would you explain that?
I know I would find it very difficult to explain it. I
would find it very difficult to make sure that my
grandchildren were protected as much as possible
from these types of ills if they got themselves into
such a position. And it is easy for people to get
themselves into this position - it's far too easy
when the drug cartels are ensuring that heroin keeps
flooding into Australia.
It's way too easy to close your eyes to all of this and
to condemn people to a very short life and a very
nasty death - or a miserable life. How do you save
your children in such circumstances?
I have been to drug conferences where mothers have
pleaded with politicians asking how to treat drug
addicts because their daughters were drug addicts
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and they saw what they went through. They saw the
prostitution, they saw the lives they were leading.
I will recount a couple of personal experiences of
mine. One concerns a friend of mine who had a
brother we believed was a heroin addict. He used to
go walkabout and we wouldn't see him for up to six
months at a time. So we'd have no information on
where he could be; there was no way of contacting
him. We wouldn't know if he was dead, in gaol,
committing robberies, or prostituting himself. The
family had no idea where he was. During the
months on end that he was out there, his sisters and
his mother were just beside themselves.

When he finally surfaced and came home, his
mother was in denial. She said things like, 'My son
wouldn't be taking heroin. He's not like that'. They
did not know where the money was coming from or
what he did to obtain the $80 a cap he needed for
those 8 hours. How do we make sure that does not
continue to occur?
One of the worst things about that case was that
nobody could talk to the man about hygiene, sharing
needles and using condoms. We believed his
girlfriend was also a user. We had the terrible
experience of not knowing whether he was IDV
pOSitive, and if he was, how to deal with it. How
could his mother or his sisters deal with that? What
could they do to help and support him? Those are
issues with which the Penington report comes to
grips.
Another situation that affected me personally
involved my mother. My mum was born in 1920.
Last year she was living by herself in her house in
Ardeer. The de facto wife of my brother-in-law came
to visit her with another friend and brought the kids
along. Mum thought that was really terrific and,
even though they were not her grandchildren, was
happy to see this person and the children at her
home. Mum went out to the back of the house to get
some lemonade. She hobbled out with her walking
stick, and it took her about 10 minutes to get the
lemonade and a couple of glasses. When she came
back into the lounge room she saw the woman at the
wall unit and asked, 'What are you doing?'. The
woman answered that she was just having a look at
the photos, and Mum did not think any more about
it.
The next day Mum went to pay her Medibank
Private health insurance. There had been $400 in that
wall unit, but it was not there; it was gone. When
Mum called me she was beside herself. Her own
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home had been violated and she did not know what
to do. I rushed over there from Melton. We had a
chat about it and then called the police and filed a
report -that is an experience in itself.
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That experience shook Mum up so much that
eventually she had to move to Melton. The reason
the $400 had been stolen and my Mum's house and
personal belongings had been gone through was
that the woman who visited was, and still is I
believe, a heroin addict
Addicts do not care whom they hurt. They do not
care what they have to do so long as they get the
money they need.. My mum's experience really
shook her up, and it shook me up too. These
examples demonstrate the defects of the current
legislation in Victoria. The addicts would do in their
own families for a hit.

Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

SUPERANNUATION ACTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Finance).

Second reading
Honourable members have faced up to these types
of moral issues before, considered them in a
different light and gone through similar processes.
The Neave report of 1985 dealt with prostitution in
Victoria. Subsequently a change took place in the
way prostitution was dealt with in Victoria; it is now
dealt with more as a planning and health issue
rather than a criminal issue. We have tried to take
the criminals out of prostitution. The sky did not fall
down. As a result of that change we have a much
better and safer industry for the women and men
involved. We have an industry, without the
moralisation, that can deal with security, corruption,
the involvement of minors, planning and the more
rational and civil treatment of prostitution by
society. So, changes have occurred in the past, and
we can continue to make similar changes in the

future.
I hope honourable members will continue to think
about these issues. I hope we can move forward to
become a civilised society that can challenge itself,
examine the issues of the day and act rationally to
ensure the harm is minimised. They have become
buzz words, but we have to minimise the harm that
drug-addicted people inflict on themselves. The
Singapore option is no option at all. We have to
consider these issues in a long-term and much more
broad-minded and civilised way.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Hon. B. N. A TKINSON (Koonung).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purposes of the bill are twofold. Firstly, it
completes the reform program outlined by the
government in its first term. Secondly, the bill
ensures conformity with certain commonwealth
legislation as well as implementing changes
required under commonwealth legislation and the
agreement between the commonwealth and
Victorian governments which covers the prudential
supervision of public sector superannuation
schemes.
Superannuation reform has been a major program of
this government. This bill completes the
reorganisation of schemes administered by the
Victorian Superannuation Board.
Specifically, the Transport Superannuation Fund
and the State Employees Retirement Benefits Fund
are being merged into the State Superannuation
Fund. Each of these defined benefits schemes was
closed to new members on 31 December 1993. This
merger will not change the eligibility for
membership or any of the entitlements of members
compared to the existing situation.
This bill also merges into the Victorian
Superannuation Fund - an accumulation scheme three closed accumulation schemes. Two of these
schemes are for the associates of the Supreme and
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County Courts, while the other is for former
employees of Holmesglen Constructions.
These mergers are designed to facilitate
administrative savings for the board as, for example,
the number of sets of accounts and annual financial
statements will be reduced. Efficiency gains in
investment should also be achieved by pooling the
assets, rather than separately investing the assets of
each fund.
The Insurance and Superannuation Commission
(ISC) has issued rulings that limit the period in
which people can continue to contribute to a
superannuation fund while on leave without pay
and the circumstances where a fund can continue
periodic payments to a person who is classified by
the trustees of a superannuation fund as no longer
disabled and is or becomes gainfully employed. This
bill makes amendments to incorporate these rulings.
An exemption, under the Commonwealth Sex
Discrimination Act 1992, expired on 1 March 1996.
This exemption allowed a superannuation fund to
exclude from cover for death or disability any
person with a pr~xisting condition at the time of
joining the fund. This exclusion must now be
confined to cases where insurance cover is not
available at reasonable cost having regard to
actuarial and medical statistics. The bill will ensure
the rules of the new accumulation schemes are
modified accordingly.
Our defined benefit schemes do not have this
problem as there are provisiOns to offer restricted
benefits with the right of members for a review of
their medical and actuarial classification. However,
our defined benefit schemes charge members a
uniform rate irrespective of their age, medical, or
actuarial rating when they are on leave of absence.
The bill inserts amendments to require the board to
charge a member based on an actuarial assessment.

In 1993, there was agreement in principle amongst
the commonwealth, state and territory governments
that public sector superannuation schemes would be
exempt from the operation of the Commonwealth
Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Act 1993.
Regulations were made granting that exemption
unti130 June 1996, pending the completion of a
written agreement between these governments.
Such an agreement has since been signed, one which
recognises the high level of supervision and
accountability of our superannuation schemes. This
bill enables the implementation of the agreement
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and repeals a number of redundant provisions. The
bill will enable the designated public sector
superannuation schemes to be exempted from
compliance with legislation administered by the
Insurance and Superannuation Commission. These
designated schemes will thus, pursuant to the
agreement, be exempt from supervision by the ISC
from 30 June 1996.
Conversely, a total of five superannuation schemes
will be transferred to operate entirely under
commonwealth legislation and the ISC's
supervision. The rationale for these transfers is that
(a) employees and employers in these schemes are
predominantly engaged in commercial activity, or
(b) the employer is predominantly financed by the

commonwealth Government, or
(c) the employer receives money from the Victorian
government in the form of a grant.

The bill contains amendments to enable the trustees
of five selected superannuation funds to make a
valid election to become regulated by the ISC from
1 July 1996. After that date, and a valid election has
been made, these funds can no longer be subject to
any direction or oversight by Victoria. The bill
provides for certain employees or beneficiaries to be
moved between funds before 30 June 1996, so that
they are in the appropriate fund.
The bill makes a number of changes to the
parliamentary superannuation scheme. Consistent
with the agreement with the commonwealth
government, the organisational structure of the
trustees has been changed so that it operates like the
governing body of any other superannuation fund.
Under current arrangements, the annual
contribution to the fund from the consolidated fund
(employer's contribution) is actuarially calculated
every three years on a 25-year horizon. This
arrangement rolls forward the date of full funding
so that it is never achieved while the fund remains
open. This bill sets a specific date (30 June 2015) for
full funding and thus stops the roll-forward effect.
Once full funding is achieved, an annual
contribution will be made to maintain that status.
Those members who reach the point of 20.5 years
service do not receive any further retirement benefit
for service beyond that point, and under the bill will
be excused from further contributions (except that
related to any salary as office holder). The current
entitlement to a pension arises only after 15 years
service unless good and sufficient reason applies.
Under the bill a member can now receive a pro-rata
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entitlement after 12 years provided that such a
retirement does not require a by~lection (except one
COinciding with a general election).
The bill also broadens the regulation-making
provision of the Parliamentary Salaries and
Superannuation Act 1968 to allow regulations to be
made for the purpose of providing articles, vehicles,
equipment or services to members of Parliament.
1 commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
Oika Jika) on motion of Hon. M. M. Gould.
Debate adjourned until next day.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Sessional orders

295

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT - Order! I take it
that that was a frivolous point of order, Mr Power?
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON - Vexatious, I would
have said. He did try it out on me earlier and I was
amenable to it, although we were talking about
different speakers.
I take this opportunity to extend my congratulations
to the President on his re-election to the office as the
principal chairman of this chamber. I think he did a
remarkable job in his first period in the Chair. He
was certainly a great support to the new members
who came into this place and had to learn the
procedures and generally how to participate
effectively in the debates and on various
deliberations of this chamber. I look forward to his
continued support from the Chair of members of
this place, particularly the newer ones who have
jOined us after the most recent election, and
congratulate him on obtaining that office again.

For Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance),
I also extend congratulations to you, Mr Deputy
Hon. R.1. Knowles (Minister for Health) I move:
President, on your election. On thumbing through a
That so much of the sessional orders be suspended as
copy of Hansard 1 noticed the point made by
would prevent new business being taken after
Mr Power that you had fairly big shoes to fill in
those of the former member, the Honourable David
10.00 p.m. of the sitting of the Council this day.
Evans, who did a very good job as Chairman of
Committees, and who was certainly known for his
Motion agreed to.
fairness - and again, his guidance to the
chamber -as much as anything else. We know that
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
on the occasions that you have taken the Chair in the
past, you have done an excellent job. We look
Address-in-reply
forward to that continuing.
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) for adoption of
I extend congratulations to all those who have been
address-in-reply.
elected as ministers, and to those who have been
elected as shadow ministers. They obviously all
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) -1 will take
have Significant roles to play in the deliberations of
the opportunity at the outset to suggest that the only
this house. I am particularly delighted to see my
colleagues the Honourable Louise Asher and the
talk about branch stacking 1 might get involved in is
to discuss a pine tree that 1 took down recently and
Honourable Geoff Craige elected. to their respective
performed some sort of an exercise on. During the
ministries. I think they have both worked extremely
hard in the past three and a hal f years in the first
contributions of Mr Forwood and Mr Nardella, I
term of the Kennett government. I think their
was not sure I was in the right debate. But anyway
1-positions on the front bench are richly rewarded and
I know that they will play a key role in the
continuing success of the government through their
Hon. Pat Power - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy President, I find Mr Atkinson offensive
work in their particular ministries.
and I ask that he withdraw.
I extend particular congratulations to and look
forward to working with all new members, but
Hon. K. M. Smith - From the chamber!
particularly those who join me as coalition
colleagues. Like Mr Nardella and other members 1
Hon. Pat Power - Absolutely.
was most impressed with the inaugural speeches of
new members and their thoughtful and constructive
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contributions in last Friday's important and historic
drug debate. It is obvious the considerable range of
expertise and experience of new members will
ensure they contribute to improving the work of this
house and lead to better outcomes for the people of
Victoria. I welcome all new members.
I am disappointed that some of my coalition
colleagues retired at the election and genuinely sorry
that some Labor Party members departed without
many of us having the opportunity of
acknowledging their contributions. In that context I
acknowledged their departure by writing to them all
personally and congratulating them on their service.
Notwithstanding the fact that we often line up on
different sides of the fence on many issues, as
members of Parliament we all share a great deal of
common ground in really wanting what is best for
Victoria and Victorians. We may have different
ways of achieving those things but we really all have
the same objectives, and each of those former Labor
members has every right to be proud of his or her
achievement in this place.
My former coalition colleagues all chose to retire.
The context in which I most regret their departure
from Parliament is that each of them in his own way
contributed greatly to my understanding of
Parliament and my growth as a member in my three
and a half years in this place. I found my colleagues
very ready to extend advice, counsel and support. I
appreciated their help and hope I can reciprocate on
their behalf by assisting new members on both sides
of the house. That is the way this house has always
operated and it is to be welcomed.
I am in the fortunate position of being selected by
the Premier, perhaps with some input from other
ministers, to take up the position of Parliamentary
Secretary, Planning, working in the areas of
planning and local government. I obviously
welcome and feel humble about being chosen to take
on the role of parliamentary secretary. Clearly many
people on this side of the house could have done the
job in this and other portfolio areas of government
as well as, if not better than, I. However, I have a
background in local government, and through
business and a local government role as a consultant
I have been involved in planning matters, so I have
some enthusiasm for the planning and local
government area and an appreciation of the
challenges it presents for the state.
The government has an enviable record through its
reform program and sound economic performance
- a record probably without parallel in Australia
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during at least the past two decades and probably
longer. The government has recorded a remarkable
achievement in this state. Mr Nardella spoke about a
couple of policy areas and lamented that progress
was not achieved at an earlier stage in reaching
solutions on matters such as gun control, the drugs
issue and other aspects of social policy. It is to the
government's credit that it has been able to take on
and engage in constructive and vigorous debate on
those sorts of issues.
In addressing those issues the government has been
able to encourage the community to adopt positions
that were perhaps outside its previous experience
and to think in a way that went beyond the areas in
which it might previously have felt comfortable. It is
also to the credit of the opposition that Labor has
approached some of those issues responsibly,
particularly drugs and guns, and has supported the
government in ensuring effective change is brought
about in the interests of the broader community.

I am particularly pleased to be involved in local
government because the major restructure of local
government as part of the government's reform
process has put local government on the threshold
of some Significant opportunities for the future. The
direct benefits of the first Kennett government
reform program will be felt for at least 40 or
50 years. I was keenly interested in and supported
the reform program in local government undertaken
by the Minister for Finance when he was also
Minister for Local Government in the last
Parliament. He did a remarkable job and is to be
congratulated for achieving such a Significant
change in the culture, outlook and structure of local
government, and for the integrity with which he
conducted the process.
The minister was assisted by the former chairman of
the Local Government Board, Leonie Burke, the new
member for Prahran in another place, and other
members of the board. I welcome Leonie Burke to
the ranks of coalition members of Parliament. Her
involvement in local government reform has proved
she is extremely capable and I feel sure she will
make a valuable contribution to the government.
The work done in local government will bring
enormous and widespread advantages to Victoria in
the future yet future elected councils might not
immediately recognise the opportunities presented
by the reforms that have taken place. I am not sure
those already in place have yet set their sights high
enough or have realised the tremendous new
challenges that will face local, state and federal
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governments. I do not think they have yet realised
they now have the structure and the capacity to
address and embrace changes that will enable them
to deliver services more efficiently, more effectively
and with a greater level of response to the actual and
emerging community needs as we approach a new
millennium, and as people change their lifestyles
and needs and there is an associated change in
demographics.
The Minister for Planning and Local Government,
Rob Maclellan, in another place will continue the
pace of reform in local government and I look
forward to working with him. During the weeks I
have been in my current role it has been a pleasure
to work with the minister, and it will continue to be
so, because he has had tremendous experience in
Parliament He has held a number of portfolios and I
cannot think of a better minister to learn from. I am
confident that process will continue.
The portfolio of planning and local government
includes the planning area for which the minister
was responsible during the last Parliament He had
considerable achievement by creating greater
consistency and certainty on planning issues in this
state. Significant change has occurred in a number of
planning zones and in the thinking applied to
facilitate appropriate development rather than
regulate and stifle opportunity. It has been
recognised that planning has a key role to play in the
economic life of the community, which is being used
in almost every instance for the benefit of Victoria. I
look forward to that situation continuing.
The ministry deals with other areas that are exciting
for Victorians, such as the completion of Parliament
House, which will be the subject of legislation to be
dealt with by this house during this sessional period
and for which appropriation has been prOVided in
the bill introduced in the house today. It is an
exciting landmark project. Facilities in Parliament
House need to be improved, and as more people
visit this place and see members' offices and
facilities they will recognise that, in order to provide
effective administration, Parliament House should
be completed.
One thing that is sometimes not recognised is the
importance of a building such as this for tourism in
terms of its historic and architectural value.
Melbourne has some of the best intact examples of
Victorian architecture in the world. It has been
recognised that Parliament House should be
preserved, refurbished and expanded to
accommodate the needs of a modern state.
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Another major project dealt with by the ministry is
the Federation Square project, which will mark
Victoria's important contribution to the formation of
the commonwealth. It is a significant contribution
and it is an important project. The project involves
the demolition of the old Gas and Fuel towers,
which will continue the rediscovery by Melbourne
of the Yarra River environs with their links to the
central business district. It will establish Melbourne
as one of the world's greatest cities. Projects such as
the aquatic centre and the museum project, which is
about to start in Carlton Gardens, will re-establish
Melbourne's importance and they are projects of
which all Victorians can be proud.
Another important project is the Docklands project,
which covers an area about the size of the CBD. It
will bring the Melbourne waterfront into the CBD,
and it has eXciting potential for a range of
developmental uses. After expressions of interest
close on Friday, I expect that, as they are evaluated
and become known to the government and to
Parliament, the developments will create more jobs
and more opportunities for Victorians. They will
contribute to the cultural, perhaps sporting,
commercial and residential life of the city.
The City Link project - which I will not dwell on as
it will be debated in this house during this sessional
period - is a major infrastructure project rather
than simply a roads project. Not only will it link the
roads that are strangling Melbourne with their
impossible connections but also it will revitalise the
port and obviate the need for a second airport in
south-eastem Melbourne because it will make the
existing airport more accessible more quickly for the
people of Melbourne.
The City Link project will return residential streets
to the residents in the inner-city area, and that has
been overlooked by many people. In many areas
traffic runs through residential streets that is not
wanted or needed. The project gives those streets
back to the residents and it will be a catalyst for
urban renewal.
All the projects on the government's agenda - some
that are coming to fruition and others which are
about to commence in the second term of the
Kennett government - have the effect of generating
more private sector investment. Business confidence
in Victoria is high compared with other states since
the Kennett government was elected, and that is
reflected in the investment in a wide range of
projects. Despite the fact that the national economy
is still not robust, it is recognised that Victoria
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provides opportunities which make it worthwhile to
invest in the state. Obviously that attracts new
enterprises for the state and creates more jobs.
The Kennett government's achievements in its first
term were Significant. Those achievements included
a reduction in unemployment from 12.8 per cent in
1992 to 8.6 per cent in 1996; the creation of some
200 000 private sector jobs and a net gain of 150 000
jobs; a decrease in hospital waiting lists; an increase
in the throughput of patients in hospitals; and the
reorganisation of schools, in many cases bringing the
school system back into achieving balance between
school populations and the demographics of a
particular area.
A particularly important feature of the schools
program is that the money was not simply lost.
Many people believed the cuts in education and the
school closures were simply budget cuts. As I have
argued quite strongly on many occasions, many cuts
were aimed at trying to rebalance the education
system with the demographics.
Money saved from school closures has been put into
school maintenance programs. Even teachers who
have been fairly strong opponents of the
.
government on a range of education issues have
acknowledged broadly that the maintenance of
schools has improved and many facilities have been
upgraded Significantly.
In Mitcham, one of the lower house electorates in

Koonung, some $8.46 million in renovations and
school rebuilding took place in the first term of the
Kennett government, and in all four lower house
electorates in Koonung between $14 million and
$15 million was allocated both for school
refurbishment and for the building of new schools.
Although the new schools tended not to get the
same publicity as school closures they were part of
the correction needed to place the fac:.mties where
the needs exist, and major upgrades of existing
schools were sorely needed. When the government
came to office it faced a backlog of some $600
million in critical maintenance works that were
required in schools, which had simply been
overlooked by the previous government but have
now been addressed by this government.
Economic growth has continued quite strongly in
Victoria -in fact it was 3 per cent in 1994-95, a little
higher than the year before - and that growth has
continued despite a national economy that is not
particularly robust. The government's fiscal
management has brought about remarkable
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achievements in restoring the balance of the budget.
It has tackled the debt problem by wiping off some

$10 million worth of debt, thereby reducing the
interest payments and restoring some credibility
with a wide range of financiers, investors and so
forth. That has had a positive impact on our interest
rates. We must remember that the more money we
payout in interest on our debts, the less money we
are able to direct to health, education and services in
other areas. That has been a Significant achievement
of the government.
Business investment has grown by 25 per cent since
the early 1990s. Much of that growth has come about
because the business sector has confidence in the
government's fiscal programs of tackling state debt
and sharpening its services so that they are more
keenly addressed to current needs rather than
historic needs. That has been seen as an appropriate
policy agenda for this government.
I welcome the federal election result. It is interesting
that during the previous address-in-reply speeches
the opposition was very keen to talk about the
federal election result but I notice in the
address-in-reply speeches on this occasion there has
been no discussion of the federal election result.
At the federal election in recent times a coalition
government was elected. I welcome the election of
that coalition for a number of reasons. Obviously I
have a parochial interest in having my party
colleagues in government in Canberra. But just as
important and Significant, particularly for Victoria in
the context of state government, are activities and
policies of the federal government. These include the
restructuring of federal and state government
responsibilities.
The federal coalition has a preparedness to address
the problem of duplication of responsibilities of
governments and, therefore, a loss of accountability
and, I suggest, a waste of taxpayer dollars in a range
of policy areas where both governments simply
should not be involved to the extent that they have
been.

One such area is health, which has been the subject
of some questions by Miss Gould to the Minister for
Health about how some of the changes will occur.
He has indicated to the house, as I understand from
the answers he has given, that it is probably too
early to say exactly how the restructuring of
responsibilities will occur. Obviously a lot of
discussion will proceed on that matter as there are
financial, contractual and no doubt legal
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implications tied up with some of those
responsibilities. But we as a state government and as
a Parliament should welcome this preparedness to
address the overlap of responsibilities between
federal and state governments.
I am particularly pleased also about the
preparedness of John Howard to address the
problem of international treaties. This was ridiculed
by the federal opposition, which suggested it had
always been the case and it really was not much of a
breakthrough. However, I, along with most
constitutional experts, consider it to be a
breakthrough. Problems have been caused because a
number of treaties have been signed by Australia
without any real reference to the Australian people,
the federal Parliament or any other houses of
Parliament. The executive has signed international
treaties and committed Australia to international
obligations without those obligations having been
properly debated in any house of Parliament or by
the Australian people.
The fact that John Howard as Prime Minister is
talking now about having the international treaties
open to greater scrutiny by the federal Parliament
and perhaps by state Parliaments and certainly by
the Australian people is very Significant. It is
Significant because the international treaties are
being used increasingly by the High Court in the
determination of some of its decisions.
International treaties are being used by the High
Court to reach some of its decisions, in contradiction
of existing laws that apply elsewhere. A number of
state government laws have been debated before the
High Court and the provisions of those state
government laws have been overturned by the High
Court on the basis of some of Australia's obligations
under international treaties.
My concern about that - I will not canvass the
particular issues involved - is that those treaties
have not been appropriately scrutinised by
Australians, yet they are being used to interpret law
that has not been subject to at least the deliberations
of a state Parliament. That is a very important matter
and I hope the High Court will stop and think a little
bit more about the role it has been defining for itself,
which has changed from that envisaged in the
constitution.
The High Court is consistently moving towards
becoming a poor man's United States Supreme
Court -where it is starting to make moral rather
than legal judgments. Under the British or
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Westminster system of Parliament there is an
executive role, a parliamentary role and the
Governor or the Crown involved in the creation and
the passing of our law. In fact the role of the High
Court is not directly equivalent to that of the United
States Supreme Court and, therefore, the High Court
has started to intrude on some areas that are perhaps
not appropriate in the context of our legal system as
we have known it. That needs to be thought through
and examined.
In the context of those remarks on federal-state
relations I welcome the appointment by this
Parliament of the Federal-State Relations
Committee, chaired by Michael John, and
comprising members of this house and the
Legislative Assembly. I welcome its composition as
an all-party committee because I think it will have a
Significant role to play in assessing a range of issues
that have an impact upon future federal and state
relations. The members of the committee will need
to play a fairly vigorous role in assessing those
issues in the interests of Victoria.
One thing that has always interested me about
people who shy away from the republican debate is
that the debate is not about whether we have the
Queen or the flag: to me the debate is about the form
and structure of government we want in the future;
whether we have both houses of state Parliament or
whether we have state Parliaments at all; and the
responsibilities and accountabilities of our various
levels of government.
As part of that exercise we should think about the
role courts play in determining law as distinct from
making judgments in a more traditional legal sense.
We should examine federal-state relations and pay
more attention to the constitution. People say the
constitution is working. I cannot recall the Senate,
the state's house, having voted on state rights for
many decades. One would have to go back a long
time to see when the Senate voted on state rights. It
is voting in a different way to when it was conceived
at the time of the writing of the constitution.
We need to think differently about the prOvision of
services. The Kennett government has been at the
fore in reworking a range of government services
and issues coming before it and in challenging
whether benefits are being delivered effectively or
whether we are protecting structures for the sake of
it rather than meeting the needs of people.
We have been good at challenging concepts-an
important role of the Kennett government - but we
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need to go further and do that in other areas. A
particular area of concern for me is TAFE education.
I become annoyed when I see TAFE facilities being
established throughout the state. I have discussed
this issue with the Minister for Tertiary Education
and Training in another place - it is a pet hate of
mine. I am concerned that in developing TAFE
education we look at it in terms of specific-purpose
buildings. I believe TAPE services could be
delivered well in secondary schools that have
facilities available that are not used at night. We
should look at the way people have access to
education rather than the provision of buildings. We
can do better with our established facilities and
taxpayers' dollars. We do not have to say that we
cannot do this or that because of the lack of federal
or state funding; the taxpayer is funding the cost of
these things.
At a forum I conducted on the drug issue with some
of my constituents, including teachers, we talked
about having extended hours for secondary school
students in secondary schools so that the facilities
could be better utilised. Some children may prefer
starting school at lunchtime and staying until
8 o'clock in the evening so that they can sleep in in
the morning - I empathise with those students.
In the same way we can look at the delivery of

health services where new technology, new
procedures and new drugs have revolutionised the
way we treat a range of medical problems. Although
some clever tactics are being used in the health
debate, there is a lack of appreciation of the impact
technology has had on the number of beds and
facilities we need and, as with the TAFE argument,
we need not lock in on buildings but rather the
delivery of services to people.
I am keen to see the development of further business
opportunities, and the KeIUlett government has been
proactive in developing new opportwlities resulting
in new jobs for Victorians. A number of international
blue-chip companies, including the Olivetti
company, have chosen Melbourne as their regional
headquarters. Melbourne is often referred to as the
gateway to Asia. Many people have spoken about
that, but I have a concern about the mind-set in this
area and believe we should think more broadly.
Victoria should be seen as the gateway to the west
for Asian countries wishing to expand in the
opposite direction.
I am concerned about the way we view the
European Community and Europe as a market. For
too long we saw the gateway to Europe being
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through England and while that country vacillated
about joining the European Community we waited
and lost markets in that community. We should not
see only England as the gateway to that market but
also Greece, Italy, Holland and a number of other
countries whose people have settled and are living
in Victoria. Turkey is another country that could be
viewed in that way, especially if it gains
membership of the European Community.
Melbourne has the third largest Greek population of
any city in the world, so we have the opportunity of
exploiting the skills of those people by looking at
Greece as a gateway to the European community.
In the same context I commend the government for

its investment in research and development. The
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
announced a $6.3 million program for expanding
Australia's innovative industry program that
included support for the Strategic Industry Research
Fund and cooperative research centres that assist
small to medium enterpriseS to develop new and
innovative products.
I am pleased at the development of some projects in
my electorate which are continuing to receive the
government's attention. The Boronia police station is
operational and will be opened shortly. It is a
Significant facility serving Boronia and the
surrounding area of Knox. Ringwood courthouse is
effectively completed and is a significant upgrading
of the court facilities in the eastern suburbs. I hope
the facilities at Box Hill and Ringwood, although
outside my electorate, are addressed because they
help serve the needs of many of my constituents.
I mentioned earlier the schools and roads that have
been upgraded within the municipality. Monash
Highway and Wellington Road have been
upgraded - the Minister for Roads and Ports
referred to them this morning - and Stud Road and
the Eastern Freeway are being upgraded.
Programs announced by the Governor such as the
hospital in the home program, the community carers
package and the youth prevention program will
benefit my electorate.
I conclude with some brief remarks on the drug
debate. I was not able to speak on that issue the
other day because of time constraints. The work of
the Premier's Drug Advisory Council has been
pivotal to community understanding of the drug
problem and to the actions we take in addressing
what most of us agree is a debilitating problem that
undermines the potential of individuals and our
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community. The media coverage in Footscray, the
genesis of the Premier's initiative, and the
subsequent press coverage of events in Oandenong
were significant. No-one can be smug about this
issue, as I think Mr Nardella said, because drugs do
not respect geography or social status.

Drugs are an issue for all members. That was
acknowledged during last Friday's debate. I do not
want to canvass the issues, but there were many
thoughtful and well-researched presentations.
I conclude my speech with a broader reflection, and
that is to suggest that the drugs problem is not a
problem in itself but in many ways a symptom of a
much broader problem - 20th century living, if you
like. We human beings have become extremely
clever and we are capable of achieving many things.
But I am not sure that our emotional capability has
kept up with our cleverness and intellectual
achievements. Many people feel isolated or anxious;
they lack confidence, self-esteem, or any sense of
self-worth.

There are no political points to be scored in the area,
but there are certainly political challenges. The
Penington report and my consultations with my
colleagues Gerald Ashman in this house and the
honourable members for Wantima and Knox, Kim
Wells and Hurtle Lupton, in another place underline
that the drug problem is not a government problem
at all; it is a community problem. I do not believe the
government can fix the problem. We can show some
leadership. We can reallocate some community
resources to support drug programs. We can
influence and sponsor the education programs that
are outlined in the Penington report. We can change
laws and penalties if we like, and we can crank up
or subdue our law enforcement.
But we cannot fix the problem without community
commibnent and involvement. Drugs are part of a
culture of misery. They are obviously involved in
prostitution, crime, and family breakdown, as
Mr Nardella mentioned again tonight. However, we
can't just buck-pass that responsibility to others. The
community can't buck-pass that responsibility to
government.
In that context, I have real concern about the
education programs that have been universally
supported in the responses to the Penington report.
Programs in schools will not change attitudes to
drugs if they are expected to carry the education
program alone. They cannot do it. It is not possible.
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Even if we have programs running in schools on a
continuous basis, it will not happen.
One of the things I learned very early as a parent is
that you cannot tell a child one thing and expect him
or her to follow that direction or instruction if by
example you do something else which contradicts
what you have said. You cannot have people
hearing one message in schools and going home and
seeing entirely different behaviour that challenges
what they have been taught
We need to look at parents, the community and a
whole range of education processes, not just at what
is going to happen in schools. I guess that begs the
question: whom do we educate? Do we educate
young people, or do we educate parents on their
roles and responsibilities? If we target all our
education just at young people, we will miss the
boat, we will not succeed. So we need to look a lot
further.
The drug problem is a massive problem. We cannot
take a piecemeal approach to it. It would be futile for
the government to take action if there is no
community ownership of the problem and a
preparedness to share responsibility.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - The
Governor said in his speech that the government has
promised continuing emphasis on:
reduction in state debt and debt-servicing ratios to a
level consistent with the restoration of Victoria's AAA
rating; and
ensuring Victoria has the infrastructure needed to
attract new business and make the economy more
productive.

But in the words of a well-known politician, what
does it all mean? Economic growth is steady and
inflation remains low, so why is it that all our
economic advisers at all levels of government insist
on more cuts and continued staff reductions? Why
do we pay bonuses to highly paid executives to sack
even more people?
In the United States economists are beginning to
question the ability of companies to expand because
they have shed so many of their experienced staff.
People from the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank, and now President Clinton's chief
economic adviser, have warned the federal
Treasurer, Mr Peter Costello, against cutting
government spending in areas such as research and
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development, education, training and labour market
programs, as well as in other government
investments.
Instead of heeding these warnings, the state
government, along with its federal counterpart,
continues with the rhetoric to justify cost cutting. It
is all-pervasive. There are no other goals. The people
in my electorate of Melbourne West, where
unemployment is the worst in Victoria at 18.6 per
cent and youth unemployment is much higher, want
to know from this government: when we will see
genuine job growth.
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Hon. M. A. Birrell - You've been reading BRW
again!
Hon. Bill Forwood - You were checking your
own share prices!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I never have to check
share prices, but I did read BRW because it said on
the front cover that it had a list of the 200 richest
people.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Did you make it?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Not quite.

Last Friday we had a civilised debate about drugs
and many members opposite said we must find the
underlying reason for drug taking and drug
addiction. I suggest we can start by acknowledging
that unemployment equals low esteem, and that
this, while by no means being the only reason for
drug taking, is certainly one of them.
The government still ignores the need for higher
living standards for the majority of wage earners, let
alone the unemployed. We are told that the deficit
can be offset only by spending cuts - why not by
increasing revenue, even by raising taxes, from our
new class of super salary earners and Victoria's own
super rich? I wonder what level of tax is paid by
Richard Pratt out of his $1500 million, or out of the
Smorgon family's $1000 million, or out of Elizabeth
Murdoch's $6000 million?
Hon. R. I. Knowles - They are all supporters of
yours!
Hon. JEAN Mc LEAN - That doesn't make them
pay any more or less tax! I wonder how much tax is
paid out of the Grollos' $350 million, or out of
Lindsay Fox's $330 million?
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Lindsay Fox! Can you
nominate a liberal?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I am talking about their
taxes, not who they prefer - to say nothing of the
new boys on the block. Now here come some of
yours! Uoyd Williams, with his $250 million, and
Ron Walker with $190 million -how much tax do
they pay?
Hon. Bill Forwood - Pretty soon Bob Hawke
will be up there!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I hope he pays taxes, too!

Hon. Bill Forwood - But you're not far away,
are you?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Well, the way you are
going, with all our special treatment, we might do
better. What studies have been done to measure the
true financial and social costs to the people who
have been made redundant and to the community as
a whole? Has the sacking of permanent workers
improved our economic base, or have the savings
been spent on contracting out, just pushing the costs
on to a different balance sheet?
What studies have been done to measure the effect
on society of the people forced into part-time and
low-paid employment? I wonder how much
intellectual wealth we have squandered by forcing
people onto the scrap heap. Competition and
privatisation are supposed to ensure good business
practice and performance. I am sure this is possible
in some instances. But competition and privatisation
have also caused the slave labour conditions in the
clothing trade in my electorate. Companies are
manufacturing clothes cheaply so they can compete
with the sweatshops in Third World countries.
The electorate is very cynical about the continued
demand for cost cutting because there appears to be
no goal except more of the same. The means not
only justify the ends, they are the ends!
Hon. R. I. Knowles - The Kennett government is
soft and caring this term.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- We have just put spending
up.
Hon. JEAN Mc LEAN - As soon as it affects my
electorate I will congratulate you on it. The biggest
growth industry in this state is gambling and the
related trades of prostitution and pawn shops.
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Hon. R. I. Knowles - You introduced
prostitution legislation, we didn't.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I am not saying there
should not be prostitution; I am saying it is growing
at a great rate around the casino.
Cash Converters alone has 135 stores in Australia,
23 of them in Victoria, turning household goods into
cash for gambling. The money that is going out of
the pockets of ordinary citizens into the pockets of
Uoyd Williams and Ron Walker is non-productive
wealth. It is money that is no longer being spent on
clothing, food, housing and furniture.
The money spent on pokies and gambling is
destroying employment in other industries. The
skills that are being lost are not being replaced by
the sorts of jobs created in the gambling dens. The
town of Moe, where 6000 people lost their jobs
through the privatisation of the SEC - Hon. R. A Best - David White had nothing to
do with that!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - I didn't say that. The
town of Moe has become prey to the poker machine
kings. Boredom and distance from the city means
that people have nothing much else to do except
hang around the clubs and pubs. Thanks to Tatts
and Tabcorp, Moe has the dubious distinction of
having the highest number of per capita of gambling
venues in this state.
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Hon. K. M. Smith - This is the thing you wanted
to introduce. We are still operating under the same
legislation.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - It was never supposed
to be anywhere near as big as it has become. It
would not seem unreasonable to expect that the
taxes the state earns from the profits of the
non-productive gambling culture - profits which, I
might add, would have been $174 million or more if
we had charged $259 million instead of $85 million
for the extra 150 gaming tables that were granted to
Crown - could be spent on creating productive
employment for those whose pockets are being
fleeced. That could be one way we could attract new
businesses and make our economy more productive.
At present both part-time and full-time job numbers
are dropping in Victoria. We are not gaining more
jobs, we are losing jobs.
Our common wealth is being sold off to the private
sector and our public services are being decimated.
That is obvious in the area I come from. At the same
time, the services to our most vulnerable members
of society, the physically and intellectually disabled,
are diminishing. The Burdekin report highlighted
the California Inn, a private hotel in Footscray, as a
dumping ground for the people it houses-a
mixture of single parents, children, unemployed,
drug addicts, pensioners, intellectually and
physically disabled, and older people with chronic
illnesses. The place has 120 small rooms and has
inappropriately qualified and insufficient staff. I
have mentioned the place before in this house.

It is not accidental that gambling machine operators

go to working-class areas. They know that is where
they are most profitable. Footscray is another major
target. There are three times as many gambling
machines and venues in areas of high
unemployment as there are in middle-class suburbs.
If you see no hope of getting wealthy from
employment it seems quite logical to try to get
wealthy by cracking the jackpot.
Anecdotal evidence about the destruction of families
through gambling is piling up, especially from
charities that are coping with the homeless and with
food shortages. Although today's newspapers report
a slight uncertainty about exactly how minister Rob
Maclellan used the term 'crass' when referring to the
gambling industry - some suggest he was referring
to the people who went to the gambling places - I
completely agree with him that the gambling
industry and the casino are crass.

I went to the California Inn again last week to see
whether there had been any improvements for the
people or to the place. The name has changed; it is
now called Western Terrace supported
accommodation and the owners are now paid a
subSidy by the government, but nothing else has
changed. The staff are still inappropriate - that is
not their fault, by the way. More intellectually
disabled people are being placed there by
psychiatrists than was the case before. It is a dark,
dank, smelly and depressing place and it is an
indictment of this government that it is still being
used for people who have every right to expect to be
looked after and protected.
I do not know whether the minister for health and
aged care has ever visited this place. I believe he is a
compassionate man; if he went there and saw the
conditions he would act very quickly to ensure the
people living there were given other forms of
support and accommodation.
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A report in the Age of Saturday, 18 May, listed other
similar places - for example, in Holden Street,
North Fitzroy, where Justin Manzie received bums
to 35 per cent of his body and where there was no
support to assist him; and in Errington Road, St
Albans, where a resident was left in a bath for so
long that the bathwater was cold and he used it as a
toilet The article lists other places as well. I shall not
mention all of them, but each sounds very similar to
the former California Inn, which is an absolute
disgrace.

On top of this, we have the tragedy and scandal of
the Kew Cottages. As soon as the shock, horror and
shame of the unnecessary death by fire dropped
from view, so did the will to make changes. Suitable
accommodation and support must be provided in
the community for those with special needs. There
was no mention in the Governor's speech of the
ongoing neglect of our children in care. Since 1994
there have been 36 deaths from suicide, abuse,
murder, overdose and train surfing. Mr Justice John
Fogarty has constantly highlighted this problem. A
committee has been set up under Professor Glen
Bowes who, upon looking at the report of the 36
deaths, said that the death rate in care is no higher
than usual and:
The average of 12 to 15 young people, including state
wards, have died each year 'for many years'.
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Constitution Square; and the Docklands - both
important projects. I agree with Bruce Atkinson they are important projects. But even these should
ring alarm bells for those who love Melbourne,
because Melbourne is a beautiful city. It is noted for
its parks and gardens, and it has a beauty that was
carefully planned by our forefathers. Unfortunately,
not all those who have followed have respected that
plan of Melbourne. Many areas have been degraded
by lack of foresight. We now have the opportunity to
rectify some of the problem areas. Constitution
Square and the Docklands should be developed
sensitively to enhance this city. We can create
beautiful spaces, commercial and public buildings
and parks and living areas beside our rivers. To do
this on an area of land as big again as the heart of
our city needs careful and expert design and public
input
What guarantee do we have that our city will not
become a continuation of the casino debacle, with
changes to height, shape and content being allowed
after the contracts have been let and a complex that
jumps roads and the river? They have just added a
1500-seat live theatre to this city within a city;
24 cinemas; countless restaurants; half a kilometre of
shops - we need another half a kilometre of shops;
and fun parlours for the under-age kids, training
grounds for gambling when, or if, they grow
up. They get trained in the little junior one before
they go into the big one!

The head of the committee is also reported as saying:
... all the deaths were unacceptable and tragic, but he
did not believe there had been a 'worrying' trend in
those numbers ...

There may have been no worrying trend to him, but
I believe there should have been some mention of
this problem because it involves what is, or should
be, our greatest commitment to our greatest
responsibility - that is, the young and vulnerable
people who have 1'0 other means of support but
ours. Surely, if we }Jilt people in care, the state is in
charge of those children. The state replaces the
parents and has the same responsibility as parents. I
wonder what people would say if parents said, 'Oh
well, I've only lost a couple of my kids over the past
few years, and that is the average, therefore it
doesn't matter!'.
The capital works promises are only for the big
glitzy numbers: City Link, which will cost us $100
each up front before we can drive on it; the Regent
Theatre; the new museum, which is being planned
in the wrong place - in the middle of a park;

This city was known as the cultural capital of
Australia. If the government really thinks another
huge live theatre at the casino is viable, how about
getting serious and investing the sort of money
necessary to support the talent to produce great
Australian theatre - the composers, the musicians,
the actors and the writers?

Hon. Bill Forwood - Like The King and I?
Hon. JEAN Mc LEAN - Exactly not like The King
and I. I am talking about Australian theatre-Hon. Bill Forwood -It has just won four Tony
awards on Broadway!
Hon. JEAN Mc LEAN - All right, that is one
thing; I am talking about our writing, composing
and acting. We always have to do somebody else's.
That is good, and I am not knocking it, but the
composers, musicians, actors and writers are all
needed if you want to keep the theatres open and
keep the lights on in these grand edifices, rather than
just bringing in American extravaganzas - of
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dubious value, a lot of them - when all we do is
line the pockets of the foreign entrepreneurs.
At the moment we still treat our talent shamefully.
Most of our actors are lucky if they earn $12 000 a
year. They might earn good money when they are in
a play, but most of the time they are unemployed.
And that goes for all the artist fields, which I am
sure you are aware of. But when a professor of
architecture from Melbourne University asked to see
the plans of the casino project, our eccentric Minister
for Edifice Control, the Honourable Rob Maclellan,
told him the public could not see them for security
reasons. The casino had to keep the gangsters out.
Some people might be churlish enough to suggest
that they are the ones who are building it!
In line with what happens in other places that have
been turned into tourist destinations rather than

living cities, I wonder how long it will be before the
citizens of Melbourne will be instructed to wear
their native costumes and sing Waltzing Matilda to
greet the multitudes.
Hon. Bill Forwood -It sounds like Cuba.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - No; it sounds like Fiji, it
sounds like all the Pacific islands where we have
indulged them with our tourist trade and demanded
fancy hotels - where there has been a complete
abortion of their culture to impress tourists.
Hon. Bill Forwood -Hey?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN -It is. They have plastic
grass skirts at the waterside and sing songs that
have nothing to do with their true culture at all.
There have been reported suggestions for the
Docklands of abominations like Disneyland and a
mile-high golden phallic symbol; seriously, if that
building were built and filled with tenants it would
empty the rest of the city. Does anybody who says,
'Isn't it wonderful to have this huge high building?'
ever think what the hell would be done with it?
How come the Docklands AuthOrity is running
around the USA asking for expressions of interest? It
has done that, and I believe it is closing it on
Friday - all this, with no publicly approved plan?
We don't have an image of the city and of the
Docklands. We just think, 'Oh beaut, we'll dump a
Disneyland here and a phallic symbol there, and
whatever any entrepreneur wants'.
What we have at the moment is the Marriner vision,
the Grollo vision, the Lloyd Williams vision, the
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Honourable Rob Maclellan vision. In the Herald Sun
on Wednesday, 22 May there was an extraordinary
quote by the minister that the number of rooms in
the new hotel proposed for the centre of the city
would eclipse the 1000 rooms planned in the
$1.5 billion casino hotel and entertainment complex.
This, he said, was to allay the fear of Melbourne city
councillors, business groups and retailers that the
city is becoming split.
For goodness' sake, what about the fear of
oversupply? And now we are talking of turning the
post office into another hotel. But not worried about
such minor considerations, our fearless minister said
that the final approval for some hotels was being
held up by concerns about height and
overshadowing by the CBD penthouse height freaks
and shadow spooks. The minister obviously believes
his judgment is unassailable. He will brook no
challenge.
The article goes on to tell us that the government
wants to upgrade Queensbridge Square into a fitting
gateway and is considering making Southbank
Boulevard end in the casino basement car park. The
minister also said that the Southbank interchange
will be the most complicated interchange ever - the
mind boggles at the possible outcomes!
One can only hope that it is not too late to take a
deep breath and call for a competition to get the
most expert town planners available worldwide to
ensure that major developments will enhance and
not destroy Melbourne. We need to do that if we still
want Melbourne to be known as the most livable
city in the world; otherwise we had better jOin forces
with the penthouse height freaks and shadow
spooks!
Hon. C. A. STRONG (Higinbotham) - In
speaking in the debate on the motion for agreement
with the address-in-reply to the Governor's speech, I
add my congratulations to you, Mr President, on
your re-election. Everyone here believes you do a
very good job and service the chamber well.
The Governor's speech dealt with the program of
the new government subsequent to its recent
election. A key issue worth reflecting on is the scale
of the government election win - the way the
government was able to appeal to people, discover
what they required and feed that back. Political
parties need to be in tune with and able to read the
community. The contributions of members opposite
in the debate demonstrate there is no doubt Labor is
totally out of tune and cannot read the community at
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all. For the sake of democracy it is important to lay
that out so that opposition members can see the
error of their ways.
Labor's position was reflected in what Mr Forwood
said earlier when he touched on how even the
opposition's own people, particularly Mr Steedman,
wanted a purge of members opposite. That is a
classic example of how even Labor's own believe
opposition members who are so clearly out of touch
need to go.
We again saw that desire for a purge in various
articles and press statements leading up to the
Australian Labor Party's state council in April of this
year. Mr Wally Curran, who is well known in Labor
and union ranks, is reported as stating that the
party's policy commitments have become out of
date and its representatives consist of a small cabal
of like-minded individuals. Labor's fundamental
problem is that it is just looping on its own rhetoric,
and we have heard it again and again. Opposition
members are caught in a time warp. They have an
historical view of class relations and a class-warfare
way of thinking that are no longer relevant to and
ignores what people in the community think and
believe in. From their own mouths opposition
members demonstrate an appreciation of this issue
but have failed to do anything about it.
The fearless Leader of the Opposition in the other
place, Mr Brumby, made some very telling
statements when urging the state organisation of the
Labor Party not to purge any of his colleagues they revealed that even he probably understood part
of the problem but was unable to do anything about
it. He talked about how the party communicated
only with inner~ty professionals and not with the
real people. What did he mean by the code phrase
'professionals who dominate the inner city'? I
believe that means teachers, social workers and
people who are clients and employees of the state.
The Leader of the Opposition went on to say how in
the elections Labor had failed to make any headway
with young home buyers, tradespeople and people
living in the suburbs. Press articles on the state
council quoted at length from a Mrs McLeod, who
stood for the lower house seat of Mordialloc, which
is in Higinbotham Province. Mrs McLeod was
quoted as making some illuminating statements
about the core constituency of the Labor Party, such
as tradespeople. Mrs McLeod was saying that
blue-collar workers did not vote for Labor because
they were getting jobs from the reforms of the
Kennett government. She went on to say that young
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people do not see Labor as relevant. That is one of
Labor's alleged best campaigners admitting that
young people do not see the Labor Party as relevant.
All that highlights the failure of Labor, its
fundamental inability to relate and its prehistoric
class-warfare rhetoric.
Does Labor represent the people or the union
movement? When you look at members opposite it
is clear at least that they represent the union
movement, yet their links with the union movement
are collapsing in front of them. The New South
Wales Trades and Labour Council recently
conducted research into its membership and made
some startling discoveries. For example, the survey
showed that one in five union members would quit
the union straight away if closed shops which force
them to be in unions were abolished.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Who did this research?
Hon. C. A. STRONG - The New South Wales
Trades and Labour Council - your own people found that if they set their members free 20 per cent
of them would desert the movement instantly.
Hon. D. T. Walpole interjected.
Hon. C. A. STRONG - You are right, they
would not be your people, they would be normal
people. That survey also found a much higher
satisfaction with unions in the white-collar and
professional areas compared with blue-collar and
working-class areas. Again we get the linkage
Mr Brumby alluded to after the election that it is the
professionals, the inner-city, white-collar people
who support Labor. The people Labor members go
on continually about with their class-warfare
rhetoric deserted Labor long ago and unless the
Labor Party can come grips with what those people
want it will be in the wilderness forever.
All those things are extremely relevant. Lindsay
Tanner, one of the key people in the ALP, analysed
the demise of the Left in the Labor Party. I do not
believe his solutions are of substance, but it is
illuminating to hear someone from the Labor side
rejecting the class-based rhetoric that members
opposite rabbit on about! His article in the Australian
of 26 December 1994 states:
The economic model which once clearly distinguished
the Left from the Right has been devastated by
economic internationalisation and changes in the
production process. Marxist economic analysis was
built on mid-19th century Europe, a world of landless
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peasants and factories full of blue-collar workers. Even
in mid-20th century post-war Europe, the state socialist
model worked quite well: the East more or less kept
pace with the West economically. In a shattered world
fighting to satisfy basic needs, state socialism was just
as effective at providing huge concrete apartment
blocks and smokestack factories as was capitalism.
Since then, developed industrial economies have
become too complex, too dynamic, and too diverse to
be run by tight, centralised control without enormous
loss of efficiency and individual freedom. Advances in
microelectronics, telecommunications and various
other technologies drastically reduced the potential for
state control of economic activity.

One of the Labor Party's own has admitted that their
model is a failure, but what solutions does he see?
He talks about tearing down the old models and
trying to put a new one in place. He says that the
source of the new moral order for the Left will be
from the environmental movement He says:
Although still fairly incoherent, a new collectivist
philosophy is emerging that is universal rather than
c1ass-based ...

The opposition should get off its class-based barrow.
He continues:
which incorporates level of commitment to individual
freedom, opportunity and responsibility ... This is not
possible under state socialism.

That is the new vision represented by the Labor
Party's leading thinkers - if you can call them
that - but it is way off the type of philosophy put
by the Leader of the Opposition during the election
campaign. His philosophy was rejected by the
people the Labor Party alleges to be its
constituency - that is, blue-collar workers and
young people, but they saw the ALP as totally
irrelevant.
I wanted to layout those issues for members
opposite to try to educate them and give them a bit
of history so that when they debate matters in this
chamber they can do so constructively and add
some value to the parliamentary process rather than
regurgitating slogans that their own people admit
are outdated and a failure. Until the opposition
stops regurgitating those slogans, I am glad to say it
will be politically dead. With those comments I
commend the Governor on his speech.
Motion agreed to.
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Ordered that address-in-reply be presented to His
Excellency the Governor by the President and
members of the house.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Meadow Heights study centre
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - I direct
to the attention of the minister representing the
Minister for Education the Meadow Heights study
centre, which offers students in after-school hours a
quiet place to work under the supervision of a fully
qualified and experienced teacher. It has tutors in
English, maths and Turkish. It has three computers,
a photocopier, a dictionary and some textbooks.
Last year 80 to 100 students used the centre every
week. This year an average of 32 students a day use
it. Virtually all the young people using the centre
come from backgrounds where a language other
than English is spoken. Indeed, only 15 per cent of
students speak English as a first language. Most of
the students are in the final years of secondary
education in the local schools and all of them need a
greater level of support for their studies. Many
students have Significant literacy problems and
because local schools are stretched to the limit the
study centre has become an invaluable resource and
a vital source of support.
The study centre has been funded and assisted by
Orana, an agency that is well known to honourable
members. Currently, the centre has outstripped its
budget and regrettably will have to make cuts by
reducing its current 16 hours of service.
The main aim of the centre's program is to keep
young people at school by prOviding tutorial
support. For those students to have a sound future
they need appropriate education and the kind of
support provided. It is unlikely that Orana, with its
range of welfare priorities, will be able to continue
providing any funding beyond the next 12 months.
Orana has already done a fine job.
I ask the Minister for Health to ask his colleague in
another place - who may wish to consult with the
Minister for Youth and Community Services - to
advise what assistance may be given to the centre.
Its significance to students who are battling to
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survive in the school system is considerable. The
ability to assist and to make a real difference could
be achieved with quite a small amount of money.
Will the minister ask his colleague to advise what
sort of support might be available to this centre?

Student newspaper funding
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - I raise
with the Minister for Health, who represents the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training in the
other place, an issue of concern to me. A large
number of my constituents have approached me
over the past couple of weeks regarding reports in
the media that the Minister for Tertiary Education
and Training is considering imposing a fee on
tertiary students or, alternatively, deducting a
payment out of general revenue to fund student
newspapers. The issue has been raised by a number
of my constituents. If adopted it would be in direct
contravention of the provisions of the Tertiary
Education (Amendment) Act.
The tertiary students have made it quite clear that
they are not against the existence of student
newspapers and, in fact, encourage student
newspapers to continue to provide information to
students. However, they are against the imposition
of a compulsory fee on students to pay for a service
they do not want or, even worse still, the levying of
a tax on the public of Victoria to provide student
newspapers with a forum.
It was very enlightening to read in today's Age a

letter to the editor from one of the editors of the
Melbourne High School student newspaper. It is
with great pride that I refer to Melbourne High
School; I am proud to be an old boy of that school.
The editor of the student newspaper of Melbourne
High School effectively pours scorn and ridicule on
the editors of the wUversity newspapers who have
decided to close down the papers. He makes the
point that the Melbowne High School newspaper is
funded purely from advertiSing revenue and
revenue raised through selling the paper to students.
I ask the minister to pass on the concerns of my
constituents to the Minister for Tertiary Education
and Training to ensure that the Tertiary Education
(Amendment) Act is implemented and that student
newspapers seek their own advertising revenue and
funds. I ask the government not to impose a
compulsory levy on students to fund papers that
they clearly have rejected as being of no relevance to
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them or, alternatively, not to place that imposition
on the public of Victoria.
I urge the minister to ensure that the current
position continues and that the gross inequity that
existed before the start of the 1995 tertiary year where compulsory levies were applied to
students - does not return.

Road safety: slow drivers
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
relation to driving habits. I emphasise that I raise
this matter in a bipartisan way. The minister may be
aware of the problem that is often caused on country
roads by slow-moving traffic.
People who have travelled in the minister's
electorate and in the electorate of Mr Stoney would
know that the density of traffic that travels to Mount
Buller in winter and Eildon in summer can cause
enormous congestion on the Melba Highway and
also on the Whittlesea Road. One often sees
frustration caused by a vehicle at the front of a long
line of traffic travelling at a speed which is not
illegal but is much slower than that at which most
drivers would prefer to travel. This often leads to
people feeling frustrated and seeking to overtake in
dangerous circumstances.
When Mr Stoney and I were talking about this
matter earlier today I gave an example of a recent
experience of mine when travelling from Flowerdale
to the city. At the Wallaby Creek area a long line of
traffic was delayed by a vehicle travelling at
between 70 and 80 kilometres an hour. Despite the
opportunities in many places for that vehicle to pull
off the road and allow other traffic to pass, the
driver declined to do so and travelled at that speed
all the way to Mill Park. There were no legal
opportunities for drivers to overtake.
I acknowledge that motorists travelling at 70 to 80
kilometres an hour are not committing offences, but
I argue that they create frustration and cause
possible accidents by doing so.
Will the minister give some consideration to an
education program through his portfolio? Will he
discuss the problem with the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services? Perhaps the Victoria Police
could be asked to participate in a cautioning
program in which drivers would not be booked but
would be cautioned and advised about the
problems. I emphasise that this matter is not raised
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in criticism of any government policy or practice; it
is an attempt to address a problem that many of us
who travel on country roads witness frequently.

Crime: white-collar
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I ask the
Minister for Small Business, who represents the
Attorney-General in another place, to seek input on
community views in regard to sentencing penalties.
Will the minister give some consideration to a
review of what appear to me, and I think to many
members of the community, to be fairly lenient
sentences for whit~o11ar crime. I was concerned
particularly to read in a newspaper at the weekend
about the co-owner of a Melbourne introduction
agency who defrauded her clients of around $43 000.
The minister has not received previous advice of this
matter; it would help if she were able to hear what I
am saying. For that level of fraud the person was
given a six-month suspended gaol sentence. 1
suggest that that seems to be a fairly inappropriate
sentence for somebody who had pleaded guilty to
51 charges of defrauding people of significant
amounts of money. Of course it is difficult to judge
specific court cases because we are not in the
position of the judge or, indeed, the jury and
therefore are not able to hear all the circumstances
and whether particular cases have mitigating
circumstances.
However, it occurs to me that many cases of
crime that come before the courts do not
seem to attract substantial sentences that would
seem to be commensurate with other criminal
activities.

whit~ollar

1 am concerned that some people involved in
whit~ollar crime are often well regarded. It is
hardly surprising they are well liked when they buy
drinks for everyone with other people's money.
White-collar crime must be examined because the
integrity of our legal system is at stake.
I suggest to the house and the Attorney-General that
the impact of fraud on people, especially where they
lose large sums of money, is every bit as devastating
as other criminal activity. In many cases it is more
traumatic than burglary or personal assault. It
would not be an exaggeration to say that in some
cases frauds involving considerable sums of money
have been the cause of death of people because of
the anxiety created and the devastation that occurs. I
urge the minister to appraise the Attorney-General
of the issue so she can give it her full consideration.

Mildura: senior citizens club
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I direct to
the attention of the Minister for Finance in his
capacity representing the Minister for Planning and
Local Government in another place representations I
have received about the Mildura senior citizens club
which is concerned about the unelected
commissioners of the City of Mildura imposing
demands on the operation of the club.
The land on which the club is built is held in trust
for the senior citizens and, in fact, the building was
built by the community. The senior citizens are
concerned about the commissioners imposing on
their organisation requirements for access by other
organisations. They are concerned about property
including crockery, cutlery, a public address system,
tables, chairs, curtains and other expensive items
purchased by the senior citizens being damaged as a
result of other organisations using their facilities.
The commissioners have said that unless their
facilities are utilised by other organisations
restrictions will be placed on the use of the building.
The honourable member for Mildura in another
place has raised the concerns of the senior citizens
with the commissioners and the opposition is happy
to assist the honourable member in raising the
concerns of his constituents. 1 ask the minister to
inquire whether the commissioners can impose
orders on the senior citizens, and if so, whether
compensation will be paid for damage to the
equipment and facilities purchased through
fundraising activities by the senior citizens.

Director of Trade Measurement Victoria
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Small
Business an issue 1 raised in question time - the
appointment of Mr Phillip Hatton as the Director of
Trade Measurement Victoria. The minister said at
the time that she believed Mr Hatton had been
employed on merit and that the processes leading to
his appointment were appropriate.
Mr Hatton was employed as a consultant by Small
Business Victoria to conduct a review of the then
Trade Measurement Branch in November 1992. He
remained with Small Business Victoria as a
consultant for some time after that until he was
appOinted Director of Trade Measurement Victoria.
The position of director was created directly as a
result of the review of the Trade Measurement
Branch conducted by Mr Hatton.
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I am reliably informed that following the review by
Mr Hatton and the creation of the position of
Director of Trade Measurement Victoria, the
position was advertised and people working in the
area were told not to apply because they would not
get the position. When the position was advertised
in August or September about 12 people applied,
including a supervisor in weights and measures in
the Australian Capital Territory, with 17 years
experience in that area, and an applicant from the
National Standards Commission. One would have
thought that even though the people in the office
were discouraged from applying for the position,
those two applicants with considerable experience in
weights and measures would have warranted an
interview. In fact, no-one was interviewed for the
position and without further advertising the
position was given to Mr Phillip Hatton. Mr Hatton
was appointed to the position that resulted from his
review of the office and not a single person was
given the courtesy of an interview, yet he was
appointed on a salary of $95 000 a year when the
equivalent position in New South Wales has a salary
of $60 000 a year and in the Australian Capital
Territory a salary of $42 000 a year.
The Minister for Small Business was not directly
involved in this fiasco, but as the minister she has a
responsibility to examine what took place. I ask her
to investigate further the series of events that led to
Mr Hatton's appointment so that we can have
confidence in the claim she put to the house that he
was appointed on merit and that the process was
above reproach. I have provided evidence that the
process left a lot to be desired. The matter is before
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal and the
information will come out, so the minister ought not
let herself be burnt because of what her predecessor
did. I give the minister the opportunity to put the
record right in relation to a shonky appointment.

Castlemaine woollen mill fire
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE (Melbourne) - The matter
I raise for the attention of the Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology is the recent devastating fire
at the Castlemaine woollen mills. I am familiar with
the mills and with all industry in Castlemaine,
having gone there for a number of years as a union
official.
The Castlemaine woollen mills is the third largest
employer in Castlemaine behind Castle Bacon and
the foundry. I do not know what it is called these
days, but the last time I was there the foundry was
Thompsons. It has had so many changes of
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ownership and name over the years it is difficult to
keep up with them. The factory has also retrenched
a number of workers over a number of years, but
that is by the by.
What concerns me is that the fire has had and will
continue to have for some time a devastating effect
on the people of Castlemaine. It put some 100 people
out of work in the short term. I am interested to
know whether the minister has considered an
appropriate response that the government might
make to assist the people of Castlemaine at this time.

Responses
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) -Mr Walpole raises the
tragic fire that occurred over the weekend at the
Castlemaine woollen mills. I share with him, as I am
sure all honourable members do, the concern for an
important regional community that has been
devastated by the fire, which has taken away one of
the principal employers of the town.
As I understand it, apprOximately 80 employees will
be affected by the fire, and decisions will be made by
the owner within a matter of weeks, perhaps even a
matter of days, about whether there will be full
restitution of the facility.
We are concerned of course as a government about
this. We have been approached by the
commissioners of the area, who were quick to act on
behalf of their community. My colleague in another
place, the Honourable Tom Reynolds, the Minister
for Rural Development, visited the site on Sunday
and quickly responded to the representations from
the city. He was concerned to ensure that he heard
the concerns first hand.
The federal government is assisting with social
security assistance and advice, and trauma
assistance can be provided as well.
On behalf of the government the Minister for Rural
Development is also looking at the capacity of the
Victorian government to bring forward projects
planned for the area so that employment is
facilitated. A number of projects were won for the
Castlemaine area by Max Turner, whose advocacy
ensured that a number of employment-generating
projects were in the pipeline for Castlemaine and the
region. We are now working to see whether they can
be brought forward so that the employment
spin-offs are felt earlier.
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I have spoken briefly to the chief commissioner of
the area and I know that the Minister for Rural
Development, Tom Reynolds, is in contact with him.
I will pass on to him the genuine concerns of
MrWalpole.
Hon. R. L KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Mrs Hogg raised a matter with me for referral to the
Minister for Education regarding the demands for
services at the Meadow Heights Study Centre,
which she indicated was facing difficulties in
providing adequate services. I will bring this to the
minister's attention.
Mr Theophanous raised with me a matter for
referral to the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training. He expressed concern about the
suggestion that there might be a weakening of the
government's stance on the use of compulsory fees
for the minting of student newspapers. I will refer
the matter to the minister. It is my understanding
that there is no intention on the government's part of
weakening its approach on this, but I will refer the
matter to the minister and have him respond
directly to him.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Miss Gould reports that the Mildura City Council
has required the Mildura senior citizens club to
make its club rooms available to other user groups
in the community. She asked me to inquire of my
colleague the Honourable Rob Maclellan, the
Minister for Planning and Local Government,
whether he will investigate the basis of the report of
that decision. I will pass on that request.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Power raises a very important issue
with me about slow-moving traffic on country
roads, in particular in areas where there is an
inability to pass and driver frustration sets in. No
doubt most people who cover extensive mileage in
country areas understand the position only too well.
Quite often drivers of vehicles do not even consider
going off the road to allow others to pass them. I will
certainly look at the issue and will have some
discussions with my parliamentary colleague the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services and will
consider the way we can best address the issue.
It is one of the issues that has been around for a long

time. But I also understand that the greater mobility
of people today, with more and more people
travelling internally to Victoria's great tourist
destinations, especially Mount Buller and Eildon,
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puts more and more demand on the roads and the
road networks.
I am only too familiar with the Flowerdale-Wallaby
Creek area, as I am familiar with the
Whittlesea-to-Yea road and also other roads in
Melbourne. I can assure the honourable member we
will have a close look at this and see what programs
we can develop to educate people who tend to drive
too slowly on country roads.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) -Mr Atkinson raised with me a matter
regarding white-collar crime and introduction
agencies and linked that to a broader point of the
Attorney-General's sentencing review. I will refer
that matter to the Attorney-General for her
consideration.
Mr Theophanous raised with me exactly the same

issue he raised with me during question time today.
He acknowledged that the appointment of the
Director of Trade Measurement Victoria occurred
prior to my assuming responsibilities as Minister for
Small Business. Nevertheless I am able to advise him
that he got just two facts right in that dissertation.
It is true that the position for the Director of Trade

Measurement Victoria was advertised and it is true
that Mr Phillip Hatton conducted a public review of
the weights and measures section of the department.
However, all factual references ceased at that point.
Let me reiterate what I said at question time today.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You tell us what the
facts are.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - The director was
appointed on merit, and I am advised that an
appropriate process was adhered to. As I advised
Mr Theophanous in question time today, a panel
was constituted of three departmental officers.
Mr Theophanous insists on making the allegation
that nobody was interviewed. I am advised by the
department that a short list was compiled and
interviews did take place and that Mr Hatton was
appointed, as I said in question time today,
completely on merit.

I take up yet another comment by Mr Theophanous.
He said the matter is before the AAT. Well, the
matter is not before the AAT. An FOI application by
your colleague Mr Pandazopoulos is before the
AAT, not the matter of this appointment. That
carried an overtone that somehow there was

ADJOURNMENT
312

COUNCIL

something wrong with the appointment. I reiterate
the same advice that I gave at question time - that
is, that Mr Phillip Hatton was appointed on merit.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You'll go down, too.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.30 p.m.
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Agencies' reports, q 247
Science and l:ech:r'tO)ogy strategy, q 250

Economic st:aterne"(lt (See Autumn econorri~ statement)
Economy
Performance l.."1dicators, q 572

Electoral Commissioner
Investigation of allegations, q 120, q 203, 242, 245

Electorate officers
Salaries, 636

Government h'Jlc1eo Tertiary Places prog:raJ..n, 444, 447
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 32, 82, 89, 138, 148,273,295,451,
749
Presentation, 4

Grandprix

1997, q 85
Economic outcomes, q 117

Electricity industry

Taxis, q205

Regulation, q 668

Greater Dandenong, City of
Employee Relations Commission
Annual report, q 340, 400, 401
Decision, q 339
President, q 117

Industry assistance programs, q 413
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H
HACC funding, 165, 167

L
La Trobe University
Joint sitting of Parliament, 137, 171

HImSilTd
Internet, 398, 403

Latrobe Regional Hospital, q 18, q 19, q 88

Health

Law Reform Committee

Congenital malformation, q 480
Folic acid, 797, 800
Infectious disease services, q 249
Organ donor program. q 207
Rural doctors, q 573
Salmonella poisoning, q 672

Membership, 24
liberal Party
Donations, q 575

library Committee

Membership, 49
Heidelberg repatriation hospital, q 767
Local government

Hospitals
Oosures, q 208, q 342, q 770
Food services, q 480
lCU patient transfers, q 770
Metropolitan health networks, q 119
Proposed northern, 112, 115
Rural funding, q 19
(See also individual hospital names)

Disability action plans, 538, 541
Reform. 451, 473
(See also individual city and shire council names)

M
McArth.ur, Late Lawrence Alexander, Esq., 9
McLellan House nmsing home, 746, 747

House Committee

Maribyrnong

Membership, 49

Air emissions, 798, 800

I

Marine pollution
Oil spills, q 342

Industrial relations
Employment, q 478
Federal reforms, q 121
State jurisdiction, q 249, q 412
(See also Employee Relations Commission)
Industry assistance

Mayne Nicldess
Liberal Party donations, q 575
Meadow Heights study centre, 307, 311
Medicine

Dandeno{lg, q 413
Programs, q 17

Premier's award for excellence in research, q 344
Melbourne Airport

Infectious diseases (See Health)
Internet

Melbourne Parks and Waterways

Hansard,398,403

Appointment of former MLC, q 120, q 203, 242, 245

J
Jet skis, 399, 402
Joint sittings of Parliament (See Parliament)

K
King Street
Violence, q 769

International services, q 767

Members
Brideson, Hon. Andrew, 636
Commission to swear in, 15
Retention of title 'Honourable', 749
Swearing in, 1
(See also Personal explanations)
Metropolitan Ambulance Service (See Ambulance
services)
Mildura
Senior citizens club, 309,311

LEGISLATIVE COUNCilMinisterial advisers
Pecuniary interests, q 89

Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
Electoral Commissioner investigation, q 120, q 203,
242,245
(See also Premier)
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President
election, 2
presentation to Governor, 8
Proclamation, 1
Retention of title 'Honourable', 749
(See also Rulings by the Chair)
Parliamentary committees (See individual committee
names)

Ministry

Appointment, 15

Peanut butter
Salmonella poisoning, q 672

Monash Highway
Knox duplication, q 250

Penington, Professor David (See Premier's Drug
Advisory Council)

Monash University
Joint sitting of Parliament, 137, 171

N
Neighbourhood houses

Personal explanations
Hon. R. M. HallaJn, 22
(See also Members)

Petitions

Funding, 167, 169

Crown Casino: trading hours, 49
Deakin University, Burwood campus, 123

Nestle Australia

~gs:d~tion,251

Mulgrave plant, q 671

Fairfield Hospital, 49
Gun control, 639
Poultry farm, Tynong North, 49

Noxious weeds, 47, 48
Numberplate logos, 746, 748

Police

o
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on
Report,25
Opposition

Capsicum spray, 166, 169
Discretionary powers, 747, 748
Footscray Vietnamese community, 165, 169
Practices, 746, 747
(See also Crime and Violence)
Pomography

Shadow ministry, 16

Child,l66

Organ donation, q 207

Port of Geelong

Osteopaths registration board, 399, 402

p

Sale, q 20, q 21
Port of Melbourne
Charges, q 117, q 574

Parliament
Business of the house
adjo~ent,797

adjo~ent of bills, 122
broadcasting of proceedings, 23
discharge of orders of the day, 22
privilege, 23
sessional orders, 22, 162, 295, 313, 424, 473, 514,
604,701
Chairman of Committees
election, 16
Chai.m1.en of Committees, Temporary, 17,23
Officers, 16
Jointsittings, 137, 148, 170
Opening by commission, 1

Ports
Management, 47, 48, q 88
Premier
Speeding offence, 747, 748
Premier's awards

Medical research, q 344
Premier's Drug Advisory Council
~g

debate, 164
Drugs and our Community, 123, 176, 209

Government response, q 479
President (See Parliament)
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Preston Retail Association
Gaming machines survey, 243, 245
Princes Gate towers, q 85
Princes Highway
Geelong safety barrier, q 667

Rulings by the Chair
Adjournment debate
referrals to ministers, 245
Conduct of committee, 744
Documents
inco~ration,52,491

quoting, 128, 283, 754

Members

Privileges Committee

Membership, 24
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Auditor-General's Office, 415
Membership, 24
Public sector
Accrual accounting, q 340
Public Transport Corporation
Information technology outsourcing, q 206, q 207
(See also Rail)

pecuniary interests, 400
Ministerial statements, 89
Questions without notice
admissibility, 571, 667, 668, m
Quoting documents, 128,283, 754
Reading notes and speeches, 652
Reference to gallery, 56
Reflections on members, 131, 132, 134, 276, 462
Relevance, 755
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 46, 128,203,
280,281,688
(See also Parliament)

s

Q

Salmonella poisoning, q 672

Quit campaign, q 341

R
Rail

Boronia crossing, q 410
Residential Tenancies Tribunal
Delays, 400, 402
Road safety
Road rage, q 250
Rural Victoria, q 343
Slow drivers, 308, 311
Speed limits, q 771

Schools and colleges (See individual school and
college names)
Science and technology
Government strategy, q 250
Scoresby freeway
Construction, q 671
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 124,251,416
Membership, 24

Senate
Vacancy, 136, 137,170

Road Safety Committee
Membership, 24
Roads

Damum interchange, q 413
Reclassification, 115
Signage, q 481
(See also individual road names)

Roads Corporation
Confidential records, q 575, 636
Rowville community centre, 167, 169
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology

Shadow ministry (See Opposition)

Small business
Awards for excellence, q 249
BARA scheme, 799, 801
Geelong forum, q 414, q 482
National summit, q 414
Prospects, q 209
Strip shopping centres, 445,448
Women,q481
Standing Orders Committee

Membership, 24
Review of standing orders, 749

Joint sitting of Parliament, 137, 171
Students
Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, q 769

Tertiary fees, 399, 402
University newspaper funding, 308, 311
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Sunshine
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Viaoads

Strip shopping centres, 445, 448

Supreme Court judges

Information technology outsourcing, q 206

Victoria University of Technology

Report, 797

Joint sitting of Parliament, 137, 171

Swinbume University of Technology
Joint sitting of Parliament, 137, 171

T

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
Joint sitting of Parliament, 137, 171
Vietnamese community
Footscray police, 165

Tabcorp
Chief executive officer, q 667

Violence

King Street, q 769

Taxis
Driver training and testing, q ~
Grand prix, q 205

Vistel

Sale, q 412

Te1stra

w

Research facilities, q 666
Towers, 112, 116

Werribee

Tertiary education and training
Government-funded. places, 444, 447
Student fees, 399,402
Student newspaper funding, 308, 311
(See also individual university names)

Toxic waste dump, 445, 447

Westadd drug rehabilitation centre, 165, 168
Western Water

l)ebtcollection,799,800

Thombury Primary School, 165, 168
Wheel damping, 113, 116

Tottenham English Language Centre, 539, 541
Tourism
International visitors, q 343
New South Wales campaign, q 669
Sydney Olympic Games, q 480
Wineries, q 576

Tourism Victoria awards, q 21
Toxic waste
Wernbee dump, 445,447
Trade Measurement Victoria, Director of, q 250, 309,
311

Treasury Place parking, 539, 540

Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 12
Wine industry, q 576

Women
Folic acid supplements, 797, 800
Small business program, q 481

Workcover
Advertising, q 479
Auditor-General's report, q 247
Common-law action 797, 801
Farmsafe, q 206
Hearing loss claims, 539, 541

World Trade Centre, q 121

Tullamarine airport (See Melbourne Airport)

y

u
Yarra Drug and Health Forum, 540, 541
Universities (see Tertiary education and training and
individual university names)

v

Ymiambiack, Shire of
Budget deficit, 798, 801

Youth
Vehicles
Disability registration, 446, 448
Numberplate logos, 746, 748

Brimbank services, 399,402
Broadmeadows Youth Foundation, 444, 447
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INDEX
MEMBERS

AS~

Hon. Louise (Monash) (Minister for Small
Business and Minister for Tourism)

Adjournment
BARA scheme, 801
Child pornography, 169
Crime: white<ollar,311
Director of Trade Measurement Victoria, 311
Electoral Commissioner: investigation of allegations,
245
Residential Tenancies Tribunal: delays, 402
Strip shopping centres, 448

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 180
Questions without notice
Hospitals: metropolitan health networks, 119
Monash Highway: Knox duplication, 250
Rail: Boronia crossing, 410
Small business: prospects, 209

ATKINSON, Hon. B. N. (Koonung)
Adjoumment

Bills
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill, 175,256,355
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill,
175,255,357

Crime: white<ollar, 309

Bills
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 727, 737,
738,739,741
Road Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill, 269, 270

Classification guidelines, 25
County Court judges, 25
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 134
Points of order, 276, 282

City link agreement, 316

Condolences
McArthur, Lawrence Alexander, Esq., 10
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,295

Questions without notice
Director of Trade Measurement Victoria, 250
Grandprix
1997,85
economic outcomes, 117
King Street: violence, 769
Small business
awards for excellence, 249
Geelong forum, 415, 482
national summit, 414
prospects, 209
Tourism
international vLSitors, 343
New South Wales campaign, 669
Sydney Olympic Games, 480
wineries,576
Tourism Victoria awards, 21
Women: small business program, 481
Supreme Court judges, 797

Local government reform, 462
Points of order, 283,460, 744
Questions without notice
Gaming: research programs, 575
Tourism: international visitors, 343

BAXTER, Hon. W. R (North Eastern)

Adjournment
Goulburn Valley Highway: Shepparton bypass, 113

Bills
Fireanns (Prohibited Firearnts) Bill, 704
Condolences
Campbell, Hon. William Montgomery, 406
McArthur,La~enceAlexande~Esq,10

Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 14
ASHMAN, Hon. G. B. (Koonung)

Election of Chairman of Committees, 16

Bills

Election of President, 3

Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 379
Road Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill, 260

Point of order, 128

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 225

BEST, Hon. R. A <North Western)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 364
Superannuation Acts <Amendment) Bill, 359

Petitions
Crown Casino: trading hours, 49
~gs:d~tion,251

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 191
Questions without notice
Economy: performance indicators, 572
Hospitals: rural funding, 19

BIRRELL, Hon. M. A (East Yarra) (Minister for
Industry, Science and Technology)

Questions without notice
Ballarat University Technology Park, 89
Chemical industry: investment, 122
China: air links, 482
Crown Casino: bidding process, 669
Economy: performance indicators, 572
Electoral Commissioner: investigation of allegations,

203
Employee Relations Commission

annual report, 340
decision, 339
president, 117
Export achievement awards, 18
Industrial relations
employment, 478
federal reforms, 121
~tej~ction,249,412

Industry assistance
Dandenong, 413
program. 17
Melbourne Airport international services, 767
Melbourne Parks and Waterways: appointment of
former MLC, 120
Nestle Australia; Mulgrave plant, 671
Premier's awards: medical research, 344
Science and technology: government strategy, 250
Telstra: research facilities, 666

Adjournment
Castlemaine woollen mill fire, 310
Dights Falls: fish ladder, 800
Employee Relations Commission: annual report, 401
Government advertising: Auditor-General's report,
115
Maribymong: air emissions, 800
Western Water: debt collection, 800
Bills

Ballarat ta.Y1ds (Lakeside DevelopmCIit) Bill, 439, 483,
686
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreemenn Bilt 537
Parliame.Lt House Completion Authority 3iU, 407,
419
Public Seci:or Management and Parliameni:ary
()f5cers(~endInent)Bill,514,605,774

Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill, 16

BISHOP, Hon. B. W. (North Western)

Bills
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 352
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 718

Petitions
Gun control, 639
Premier's Drugs A<!v~sory Council

Drugs and our Community, 184
Questions without notice
Calder Highway: Harcourt bypass, 771
Marine pollution: oil spills, 342

Condolences
Campbell, Hon. William Montgomery, 405
McArthur, Lawrence Alexander, Esq,9
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 12
Election of President, 2, 3

Ministry, 15
Points of order, 46, 56, 127, 130, 131, 132, 134, 688
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BOARDMAN, Hon. B. C. (Chelsea)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 629
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 641
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Child protection services, 764

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,32

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 219

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 228
Questions without notice
Chemical industry: investment, 122
Princes Highway: safety barrier, 667
Tourism; Sydney Olympic Games, 480

Questions without notice
King Street violence, 769
Taxis: grand prix, 205
CRAIGE, Hon. G. R. (Central Highlands) (Minjster for
Roads and Ports)

Adjournment
BOWDEN, Hon. R. H. (South Eastern)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 370
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill, 534
Road Safety (Wheel Oamping) Bill, 261
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill, 440

Govemor's speech
Address-in-reply, 142

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our O:nnmunity, 177
Questions without notice
Electricity industry: regulation, 668
Premier's awards: medical research, 344

Disability vehicle registration, 448
Feral animals and noxious weeds, 48
Goulburn Valley Highway: Shepparton bypass, 116

Jet skis, 402
Numberplate logos, 748
Police
capsicum spray, 169
discretionary powers, 748
Footscray Vietnamese community, 169
practices, 747
Ports: management, 48
Premier: speeding offence, 748
Road safety: slow drivers, 311
Roads:~Uication,116

Roads Corporation: confidential records, 636
Telstra: towers, 116
Wheel clamping, 116

Bills

BRIDESON, Hon. Andrew (Waverley)

Government advertising, 327
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 234
Questions without notice
Gaming: research programs, 768
Health: congenital malformation, 480

CHAMBERLAIN,Hon. B. A. (Western) (See
PRESIDENT, The (Bon. B. A. Chamberlain»

COVER, Hon. 1

J. (Geelong)

Governor's Speech
Address-in-reply,98

Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 175,254, 353
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 415,795
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 439, 442, 721
Melbourne City link (Amendment) Bill, 514, 522
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 417,
422,642
Road Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill, 123, 239, 262,
263,264,265,266,267,268,269,271,272,273
Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill, BO, 163
Questions without notice
Calder Highway
duplication, 20
Harcourt bypass, 771
Marine pollution: oil spills, 342
Monash Highway: Knox duplications, 250
Port of Geelong: sale, 20, 21
Port of Melbourne: charges, 118, 574
Ports: management, 88
Princes Highway: safety barrier, 667
Rail: Boronia crossing, 410

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Road safety
road rage, 250
rural Victoria, 343
speed limits, 771
Roads
Damum interchange, 414
signage, 481
Roads Corporation: confidential records, 576
Scoresby freeway: construction, 671
Taxis

driver training and testing, 87
grand prix, 205

Questions without notice
Public sector: accrual accounting, 340

de FEGELY, Hon. R. S. (Ballarat)
Bills

Ballarat Lands (Lakeside Development) Bill, 685
Biological Control <Amendment) Bill, 348
Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and OUT Community, 237
Questions without notice

DAVIS, Hon. D. McL (East Yarra)
Adjoumment

Ballarat University Tedmology Park, 89
Calder Highway duplication, 20

Folic acid supplements, 797
Neighbourhood houses: furuling, 167
Training: government-funded places, 444
EREN, Hon. T. E. (Doutta Galla)
Bills

Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill, 780
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 626
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 353
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill, 163
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 357
Condolences
Campbell, Hon. William Montgomery, 407

Adjournment
Brimbank: youth services, 399
Westadd drug rehabilitation centre, 165
Bills

Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 717
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 662
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 697
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 732

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,104

Governor's speech
Address-m-reply,38

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and OUT Community, 222

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Questions without notice
Tourism.: New South Wales campaign, 669
Workcover: advertising, 479

Questions without notice

DAVIS, Hon. Philip (Gippsland)

Drugs and OUT Community, 186

Ambulance services: response times, 344
Hospitals: food. services, 480

FORWOOD, Hon Bill, (Templestowe)
Adjournment
Ambulance services: Helimed 1, 798
Bills
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 347
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 711
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 790
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 436

Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 561
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill, 536
Elnploymentprogratns,70
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(14)
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,273
Potnt of order, 280
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Auditor-General's Office, 415
Questions without notice
Electoral Commissioner: investigation of
allegations, 203
Tourism Victoria awards, 21

FURLETI1, Hon. C. A (femplestowe)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 382
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 101

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and our Community, 211

INDEX
Child protection services, 762
Condolences
McArthur, Lawrence Alexander, Esq., 11
Government advertising, 335
Potnt of order, 488

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 176
Questions without notice
Aged care
monitoring standards, 248
reform, 118
Ambulance services: Cranboume contract, 85
Auditor-General: child protection services, 573
Hospitals
closures, 208, 770
Latrobe Regional, 18
Industrial relations: state jurisdiction, 412
Premier's Drug Advisory Council: government
response, 479

Questions without notice
Health: infectious disease services, 249
World Trade Centre, 121

HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 555
Firearms <Prolubited Firearms) Bill, 715
Forest (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 792

GOULD, Hon. M M (Doutta Galla)
Adjoumment
Community Support Fund, 242
HACC funding. 165
Mildura: senior citizens club, 309
Police: practices, 746
Strip shopping centres, 445

Bills
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Saiety)Bill,779
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 622
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill, 354
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 502
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 702
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 658, 681
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 692
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill, 163
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 517
Melbourne City Unk (Amendment) Bill, 729
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 639
Road Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill, 263, 271

Election of Chairmen of Committees, 17
Govemor's speech
Address-in-reply, 108

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 226
Questions without notice
Hospitals: Latrobe Regional, 88
Vistel: sale, 412

HALLAM, Hon. R. M. (Western) (Minister for Finance
and Minister for Gaming)
Adjournment
Community Support Fund, 244
Crown Casino: bidding process, 448
Darebin: gaming machines, 245
Local government disability action plans, 541
Mildura: senior citizens club, 311

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 447
Workcover: common-law action, 801
Yarriambiack: budget deficit, 801

Autumn economic statement, 123, 796
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 385, 576,
585,587,590,591,592,593,596,597,599,600,601,
602,603
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Saf~)Bill,515,607,783

Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 175,252
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1996/97)
Bill, 175,254
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 407, 421, 507,
509,512
Forest (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 794
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 604, 613, 672, 677,
679,680,681,682,683
State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill, 385,417,
430
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 293, 360
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill, 273,
360,442
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 293, 362, 438
Westpac and Bank of Melbourne (Cha.l.lenge Bank)
Bill, 439, 484, 486

Business of the house
Sessional orders, 295, 473

Condolences
McArthur, Lawrence Alexander, Esq. 11

Employment programs, 75

Electricity industry: regulation, 668
Gaming
machines, 203
research programs, 575, 768
Government advertising: Leeds Media, 573
Ministerial advisers: pecuniary interests, 89
Princes Gate towers, 85
Public sector: accrual accounting, 340
Tabcorp: chief executive officer, 668
Viste1: sale, 412
Workcover
advertising, 479
Farmsafe, 206
World Trade Centre, U1

HARTIGAN, Hon. W. A. N. (Geelong)

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 567
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Saf~) Bill, 777
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,392
~plo~entprograzns,62

Govemor's speech
Address-in-reply,l50

Points of order, 488
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 199
(See also page 476 of Assembly Hansard,

31 May 1996)

Joint sittings of Parliament
Deakin University, 137
La Trobe University, 137
Monash University, 137
RoyaJ Melbourne Institute of TOOmology, 137
Senate vacaI1CY, 137
Swinbume Vniversity of Technology, 137
Victoria University of Technology, 137
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 137
Personal explanation, 22

Questions without notice
Auditor-General
Children's Court, 571
information technology outsourcing, 206, 207
ministerial portfolios, 247
workers compensation, 247
Crown Casino
bidding process, 84,408,411, 670,768
construction, 19
gaming tables, 204
probity investigation, 117

(15)

Questions without notice
Orina: air links, 483
Export achievement awards, 18

HOGG, Hon. C. J. <Melbourne North)
Adjournment
Broadmeadows Youth Foundation, 444
Hospitals: proposed northern, 112
McLellan House nursing home, 746
Meadow Heights study centre, 307
Tertiary education: student fees, 399
Yarriambiack: budget deficit, 798

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 625
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 696
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INDEX

Condolences
McArthur, Lawrence Alexander, Esq., 12
Governor's speech

Address-in-reply,l38
Petitions
Poultry farm, Tynong North, 49
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 179

KATSAMBANIS, Hon. P. A (Monash)
Adjournment
Student newspaper funding, 308

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 396
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 515
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 356
Governor's speech

Address-in-reply,41
Petitions
Fairfield Hospital, 49
Point of order, 491
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 217
Questions without notice
Grand prix; economic outcomes, 117
Princes Gate towers, 85

Scrutiny of Acts ai'\d Regulations Co.mmittee

Alert Digest, 124, 251, 416

Hospitals
Frankston, 47, 244
proposed northern, 115
McLellan House nursing homes, 747
Meadow Heights study centre, 311
Neighbourhood. houses: funding, 169
Osteopaths registration board, 402
Referrals to ministers, 247
Rowville: community centre, 169
Student newspaper funding, 311
Tertiary education: student fees, 402
Thombury Primary School, 168
Tottenham English Language Centre, 541
Training: government-funded places, 447
Westadd drug rehabilitation centre, 168
Yarra Drug and Health Forum, 541
Auditor-General

Financial audit, 604
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 630
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1996/97)
Bill, 632
Gaming Machines Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 604, 609
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill, 24, 81, 163
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 407, 420, 519
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 734, 735,
736,737,738,740,741,742,743,744,745
Miscellaneous Acts (Omrubus Amendments)
Bill, 538, 609, 635
Westpac and Bank of Melbourne (Challenge Bank)
Bill, 634
Business of the house
Adjournment, 797
Adjournment of bills, 122
Broadcasting of proceedings, 23
Discharge of orders of the day, 22
Privilege, 23
Sessional orders, 22, 162, 313, 424, 514, 604, 701
Child protection services, 757
Community Development Committee

KNOWLES, Hon. R. L (Ballarat) (Minister for Health
and Minister for Aged Care)
Adjournment
Ambulance services: response times, 47
Brimbank: youth services, 402
Broadmeadows Youth Foundation, 447
Folic acid supplements, 800
HACC funding, 167
Hon. Andrew Brideson, 636

Wheel damping, 25
Condolences
Campbell, Hon. William Montgomery, 406
Dmg debate, 164
Section of President, 3
Federal-State Relations Committee
Establishment, 123
Membership, 123

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
House Committee

Membership, 49
Joint sittings of Parliament
Deakin University, 138
La Trobe University, 138
Monash University, 138
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 138
Swinbume University of Technology, 138
Victoria University of Technology, 138
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 138
Library Committee

Membership, 49
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