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to note the success of the grand prix in Albert Park,
with $95.6 million worth of economic benefit
400 000 people visiting over four days and 000
interstate and overseas visitors. However, the two
critical issues for the local community were
residential amenity and whether local business
would benefit from the staging of the grand prix.
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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took
the chair at 2.33 p.m. and read the prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Crown Casino: probity investigation
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - In light of the
recent revelations by the police that they were
stopped by the Victorian Casino and Gaming
Authority from fully investigating the role of
Mr Lloyd Williams and his company, Dominion
Prop~rties, in relation to the probity of people
aSSOCIated with the casino will the Minister for
Gaming now investigate this serious matter and
report back to the house the outcomes of such
investigations?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Gaming) - 1
thank the honourable member for his question and
suggest that if he is seeking a detailed report to the
house later on it would have been more appropriate
to put that question on notice. 1 am happy to take it
on notice and 1 will report back in line with what he
has asked of me.
1 have seen the press report the honourable member
refers to and 1 for one do not regard it as a
~evelation. It .is a press report and nothing more. The
issue of probity is treated seriously by the authority,
and 1 have an assurance from it that the probity
process in this case was absolutely beyond reproach
and that there is nothing at all in the press report.
Notwithstanding that, 1 am delighted to take the
issue on notice and 1 will report in full.

Grand prix: economic outcomes
Hon. P. A. KA TSAMBANIS (Monash) - Will
the Minister for Small Business and Minister for
Tourism advise the house what measures she
intends to take to maximise business opportunities
for local businesses during future grands prix to be
held in Albert Park?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - I thank the honourable member for his
question and for his ongoing interest in business in
the constituency of Monash Province. It is important

Although many small businesses indicated great
economic benefit from the grand prix, a number
indicated that they would have preferred higher
returns. It gives me a great degree of pleasure today
to announce the establishment of a task force to
investigate ways of maximising benefits to local
traders from the grand prix without jeopardising
residential amenity in the area. The task force will be
chaired by the Honourable Wendy Smith, who has
an outstanding record in small business. It will
comprise representatives of local government,
including the City of Stonnington and the City of
Port Phillip. It will also include local traders and
representatives from the Public Transport
Corporation, Tourism Victoria, the Office of Small
Business and the Australian Grand Prix
Corporation. 1 repeat: the task force will aim to
produce a report that will maximise business
opportunities without jeopardising residential
amenity. It will produce a sound and sensible report
that will maximise business opportunity in the local
area and will report to me by the end of August 1996.

Employee Relations Commission:
president
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - Will
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
gtve the house an unequivocal assurance that he has
full confidence in the president of the Employee
Relations Commission, Susan Zeitz, and has no
plans to tenninate her employment or that of any
other member of the commission?
~e

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am somewhat
surprised! Of course we have confidence in the
appointments we make and the commissions we
create.

Port of Melbourne: charges
Hon. N. B. LUCAS (Eumemmerring) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports outline the significance
of the government's recently announced 20 per cent
reduction in wharfage charges in the port of
Melbourne?
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank the member for his question and for
his keen interest in reforms to Victorian ports. The
ports of this state are key links in the transport
chain, particularly for the Victorian economy, and
the Kennett government is keen to continue
pursuing port reform in Victoria.

Melbourne's viability as the leading container port
in Australia. As further developments occur new
facilities will be established by private operators,
which will ensure that Melbourne ports will
continue to be the best in Australia.

The ports of Portland and Geelong have already
been privatised and financial commentators and
business leaders have acknowledged the sales as a
tremendous success. Even Michael O'Leary from the
Maritime Union of Australia has acknowledged that
the $30 million result was an amazing success and 1 see Mr Power smiling at that because he agrees
with Michael O'Leary wholeheartedly. How wrong
the opposition was when it told everybody the
government would get only $15 million for those
ports!

Hon. M. M. GOULO (Doutta Galla) - 1 refer the
Minister for Aged Care to an article at page 5 of the
Australian of Thursday, 23 May, which states that the
federal government plans to make aged care,
including nursing homes, the first programs to be
handed back to the states. Is the state government
considering taking responsibility for commonwealth
nursing homes and hostels, and, if so, will the
minister give a commitment to maintaining the
existing number of nursing homes and hostel beds
and increasing beds to meet future needs? Will the
minister assure older Victorians that there will be no
future reductions in the number of Victorian nursing
home and hostel beds?

In addition, charges at the port of Portland will be
reduced by 20 per cent up to the year 2000; and
immediately after the Geelong sale, port charges
were reduced by 22 per cent - another success
story. Both those reductions will mean a return to
port users of $2.5 million per annum, so those two
ports will be able to further increase their
productivity and competitiveness for the benefit of
Victorian businesses.

Users of the port of Melbourne have already
benefited from the February announcement of a
reduction in tonnage charges from 59 cents per gross
tonne to 40 cents per gross tonne, a reduction of
32 per cent. The list of benefits goes on: the removal
of state tonnage duty in the port of Melbourne; an
across-the-board reduction of 15 per cent in
wharfage charges; and a further 10 per cent on top of
that for Bass Strait cargo trade. The December 1994
reductions have led to an annual reduction of
$17 million per annum to port users.
Over the weekend the government announced an
additional 20 per cent across-the-board reduction in
wharfage charges for Melbourne port users, effective
from 1 July 1996. Based on 1995-96 levels, that will
further decrease charges by $10 million per annum.
To date there have been savings of $30 million per
annum for port users throughout Victoria - a
magnificent success story for the whole Victorian
economy.
Melbourne now has the cheapest container rates in
Australia and is leading the rest of Australia in port
reform. This is an outstanding success story. Price
reductions will continue to improve the port of

Aged care: reform

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Aged
Care) - 1 thank Miss Gould for her number of
questions! Discussions have commenced between
the commonwealth government and the states and
territories on ways of ensuring that the aged-care
system is improved. One of the key features of those
discussions is how to allow for the substitution of
services. An example 1 often use to highlight the
inadequacy of the present arrangement is that 50 per
cent of people in nursing homes are incontinent.
Their major problem is their inability, or the inability
of their families, to afford incontinence aids. The
community gives those people a $36 OOO-a-year
service yet we cannot afford the $2000 to $3000 it
costs to subsidise incontinence aids. By any criteria it
is a stupid system, one that was developed by
governments at different levels and involved
different programs and program barriers - and
those governments were not able to consider the
substitution of services.
1 commend Michael Wooldridge, the federal health
minister, and the new federal government for
recognising the need for fundamental reform in this
area. It has been on the agenda of the Council of
Australian Governments for a number of years. The
federal Labor government was initially enthusiastic
about reforming the system, but it lost heart. During
the last 12 or 18 months of the former federal Labor
government there was a lot of talk from
Dr Lawrence, the former federal health minister, but
never any action. Dr Wooldridge has been quite
visionary in putting these issues on the table.
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They are issues that the state and territory
governments will be interested in because an
increasingly ageing population means a continual
rise in the cost of prOviding adequate aged-care
services. As the system is reformed all states will
have an interest in ensuring that the risk of increased
expenditure is shared by the level of government
that has the greatest capacity to meet that risk. The
issue to be explored is how to structure a different
system that will lead to better outcomes while
providing high levels of care to those who, through
disability or - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You can't give an
assurance, in other words. Will there be more beds
or fewer beds?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I f Mr Theophanous
actually knew something about the issue he would
know that in 1985 -just a mere 11 years ago - the
former federal Labor government produced a
deliberate strategy which set out to lessen the
reliance on residential care and which was aimed at
trying to reduce the number of nursing home beds
in this country! I am happy to take up the
interjection because it allows me to provide
members with a better understanding of some of the
complexities involved in these issues and how we as
a SOCiety need to address those challenges and
difficulties if we are to deliver better outcomes.
Three years ago this government set out to establish
an aged-care strategy to complement the
commonwealth's aged-care strategy. We are the first
and at this stage still the only state that has a
coherent comprehensive aged-care strategy, one that
looks to build up geriatric health services in
particular so that as people grow older and need
acute intervention - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I would not interject
again if I were you, because you make a fool of
yourself every time you do! It means that if people
need access to the acute hospital system, they will
get access to specialist services that ensure their
health is restored to levels that allow them to return
to independent living.
Together with the commonwealth we have been
building up the home and community care system
so that we can provide a more extensive network of
services. There will always be a need for residential
care, both at the intensive nursing level, as is
provided in nursing homes, and in the hostel system
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to support those who do not need access to nursing
care but who require access to resident care.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Yes, in hostels it has;
but given that you have raised the issue,
Mr Theophanous, it has not provided adequate
recurrent funding for those with ambulant dementia.
About 50 per cent of bed approvals have never been
taken up because recurrent funding has been
inadequate. Therefore, as we negotiate with the
commonwealth about better outcomes one of the
issues that must be addressed is the extent to which
the fabric of our nursing homes has been allowed to
run down because of inadequate commonwealth
funding. We must also examine how to address the
issue of ambulant dementia sufferers requiring
residential care, and how we get a better mix of
services that allows services to be substituted as a
way of delivering better outcomes at a lower overall
cost to the community.

Hospitals: metropolitan health networks
Hon. G. B. ASHMAN (Koonung) - Will the
Minister for Health outline to the house any changes
that have been made to the metropolitan health
networks and the rationale for those changes?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - As
honourable members will be aware, each of the
networks that was established following the first
report of the Metropolitan Hospitals Planning Board
has been asked to develop a strategic plan on how to
achieve the recommendations in the board's second
and final report. Part of that strategic approach has
involved looking at moving services closer to where
people live as well as trying to get a better balance in
the service system.
As those plans were being developed it became
apparent to the inner and eastern networks that they
were trying to address the health needs of people
living in similar geographic areas of Melbourne - in
particular, those people living in the inner-east and
the inner-south regions of the metropolitan area. So
tha t they could better focus on meeting those needs
as well as look to the Metropolitan Hospital
Planning Board's final report, the networks asked
the government to consider amalgamating them and
forming a new network. The government accepted
that recommendation, and the inner and eastern
network has now been formed.
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I place on the record the fact that the change is in no
way a reflection on either of the previous boards of
management. Both were very competent. They
selected their senior staff extremely well, and both
had been developing very well. But in order to
ensure that we send a clear message that the
establishment of a new network from two existing
ones is not a situation of one network taking over
the other, I point out that the new board will
comprise four representatives from each of the old
networks. They will now set about developing the
strategic plans as recommended in the Metropolitan
Hospital Planning Board's second report.
I wish the board well in its deliberations. I look
forward to receiving its recommendations in a few
months time when it gives the government access to
the best advice on how we might best structure
those services for the future.

Melbourne Parks and Waterways:
appointment of former MLC
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to
press reports that indicate that Mr George Cox
withdrew from the preselection for the province of
Silvan in favour of Ms Wendy Smith, a former
adviser to the minister, and was later appointed to
the board of Melbourne Parks and Waterways.
Will the minister advise the house whether he had
any discussions with Mr George Cox about the
Silvan preselection and whether he was involved in
any way in the appointment of Mr Cox to the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways board, including
whether he had any discussions with the minister
who made the appointment or endorsed the
appointment in cabinet?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Teclmology) .-- I am very pleased that
this matter has been raised in the house. I thank the
honollrable member for the way in which he asked
the question, in that it was not as loaded as the three
stories run by a journalist from the Herald Sun, a Mr
Damon Johnston.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - In my view he has done
little credit to his profession given the way he has
written those stories. I make it clear that I made no
offer to Mr Cox, I entered into no deal with him and
I am pleased to report to the house that I did not
even have a conversation with Mr Cox in the
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lead-up to the preselection. Indeed, I did not even
talk about it until a few days after the preselection.
As both Mr Cox and a member of my staff were
contesting the same preselection for a new seat,
being a new seat for the province of Silvan, I felt it
best to keep at arms length from the process. I did
so, and I can say with the benefit of hindsight - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - If the honourable
member will listen to the answer to the question he
posed, he will understand that those circumstances
have helped me give this answer today. But it was
done for a different purpose, which was to keep at
arms length from the preselection for a new seat. I
make it clear that there was no offer, there was no
deal, and, more importantly, there was no
conversation at all. I am pleased to put that on the
record, and I hope the only person - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - I am more than happy to
answer this at length, Mr Theophanous; you do not
need to interject.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - Mr Damon Johnston
from the Herald Sun knows very well that I have
denied the allegation. I ask Mr Johnston to reflect on
one point, and I ask him to do so because he
obviously comes from a different perspective. He
needs to reflect on the fact - because it is the
truth - that what he has written is not right, that
what he has written is factually incorrect. As a
testimony to his professionalism I ask him to reflect
on the fact that what he has written is untrue. I am
not imputing malice to him, but what I am clearly
saying to him is: do not believe uncon'oborated
statements and do not believe rumours, because it is
incorrect, it is hurtful and it is improper to
reproduce a lie. I make it clear that although there
are shades of grey in this place, black and white are
quite different. I am more than happy to put on the
record anything relating to this, as I hope Mr
Theophanous is in the same way that I have openly
and candidly said - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - As to the obvious point
that I am a member of a cabinet that makes
appointments - -
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Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - Mr Theophanous, that is
self-evident.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Did you recommend
him?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - Of course not, because I
am not the minister responsible, and you know that;
the recommendation is obviously made by the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management. I
am pleased that this matter has been raised in this
place.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - I will be more than
happy if it continues to be raised in this place. I am
not worried about that at all, which I hope is clear
from my demeanour. The only point I make is to the
journalist who has run this: please reflect on the fact
that what you may have been told is wrong, because
in this case it is wrong!
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Victoria Police, and all of the existing tenancies will
continue under the new ownership.
The contracts for the sale have already been signed
and we expect the deal will be finalised within the
next three or four months. I can also report that the
proceeds of the sale will be directed by the Port of
Melbourne Authority to the retirement of debt. I put
it to the house that this is an excellent outcome and I
commend all of those who have been involved in the
process.

Industrial relations: federal reforms
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - Given
that clause 152 of the federal Workplace Relations
Bill will allow 400 000 Victorian shop assistants,
clerks, nurses, teachers and hospitality industry
employees to lose their current federal award, will
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
give an assurance that the Victorian government will
not seek to have those employees work under the
provisions of the state Employee Relations Act and
will he undertake to notify employees that they can
remain under their current federal awards?

World Trade Centre
Hon. C. A. FURLETTI (Templestowe) - Will the
Minister for Finance advise the house of the latest
attempt to sell the World Trade Centre?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) - I
am delighted to report to the house that the World
Trade Centre has been successfully sold. It has been
purchased by a Malaysian consortium for an
unconditional price of $103 million. That is a
substantial sum in itself, but I make the point that
there are absolutely no strings attached to the sale
and in that context it is a very clean sale. The sale is
noteworthy in part because of the attempts made
over the years to sell the World Trade Centre. I refer
to two highly publicised attempts by the previous
government.
The coalition government was determined to
convert the centre into a marketable property and to
then undertake a mature marketing program. The
proof of that is the successful outcome.
The complex comprises five interlinking buildings
with a total office space of more than 55 000 square
metres. Approximately 16 000 square metres are
currently under commercial lease to retailers and the
temporary casino. In addition, half of the
accommodation is occupied by the state government
or agencies of the government, primarily the

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the honourable
member for his question. Once again it is an
opportunity for me to correct a mistake or
misapprehension, which in this case has been
peddled by two spokesmen for the Labor Party one being the honourable member for Williamstown
in the other place and the other being Leigh
Hubbard. The allegation being run is that people
will be forced out of federal awards - Hon.T.C.Theophanous-Foryour
information, Leigh Hubbard is a spokesman for the
union movement.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - I find it very hard to
distinguish between what Mr Bracks says and what
Mr Hubbard says and I take it that they are from the
same stable!

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - I certainly see them as
representing the same view - that is, trying to
defend the interests of old union leaders. And good
luck to them. But let it be put on the record that they
are not standing up for workers; they are standing
up for the jobs of union bosses. The only people
threatened by Peter Reith's outstanding reforms are
union leaders, not the workers.
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The first fear campaign that was run was: 'You will
all be forced out of your federal awards; you will all
be forced out of the federal system into the state
system'. Unfortunately that is not true, but it was a
very good line to put out on radio, as Mr Bracks and
Mr Hubbard did. It was the same press release copy
on almost the same day. Of course it is not true.
It has been made clear by the federal government
that you can't be forced out. It was made clear in the

explanatory memorandum to the federal
government's bill.
We know very well - and Mr Reith has said it
himself - that the bill is unlikely to be passed fully
in its current form. The federal minister anticipates
amendments and we would, in a worldly sense,
expect that there will be amendments. Unless there
is consent between the parties, which means the
employees must agree, you can't move out of the
federal system. The reality of course is that if there is
no consent, there will be no move.
There is no need for us to deal with the straw man.
The straw man is just that. It is a fictitious idea put
forward by the Trades Hall Council and the Labor
Party to scare people about reforms that are long
overdue.
We put it on the record fairly and squarely that we
support the proposals that have been put forward
by Peter Reith. They do not force people out of the
federal system into the state system. There can be no
such coercion under the system. If there is
agreement so be it. My colleagues and I are not
afraid of employers and employees coming to an
agreement. Heaven forbid, they may do it without
the union being involved!

including agriculture, textiles, mining and
engineering.
Hoechst, which bases its Australian operations in
Victoria, also has plants at Altona, Laverton and
Braeside. Victoria will benefit in a number of ways
from this new investment. First, there will be dozens
of new jobs, which we welcome. They will be
permanent jobs for the Geelong region. Secondly,
and in a broader sense, 25 per cent of the production
of this new plant will be import replacement - a
key objective in ensuring the growth of Victoria's
and Australia's economy. So '25 per cent of its
product' will ensure that Australia does not have to
import as much as it has done in the past.
Thirdly, the new plant features state-of-the art
environmental controls, and I look forward to that.
Finally, Hoechst has very sincerely involved the
local community in its project through a
consultation group which has been fully briefed
throughout the planning and construction phases.
This model project underscores the strengths of
Victoria's chemical, plastics and rubber industry
sector, which is Victoria's second largest.
Importantly, local investors such as the Hoechst
plant assist in addressing the long-term trade
imbalance that Australia has traditionally
experienced in the chemical, plastics and rubber area.
The government welcomes the fact that this
investment has been made. Investment in the plant
is creating real jobs, which is certainly good news for
Geelong and its region.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment of bills

Chemical industry: investment
Hon. I. J. COVER (Geelong) - Will the Minister
for Industry, Science and Technology advise the
house of recent major investment and growth in
Victoria's chemical industry?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the honourable
member for his question and interest in industry
development in the Geelong region.
Last week I had the opportunity of opening an
extremely important chemical plant that has been
constructed by Hoechst Australia Ltd in Lara. This
state-of-the-art chemical facility will produce
chemicals for use by a wide range of industries

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That(a) unless otherwise ordered, where a bill is introduced
by a minister or is received from the Legislative
Assembly after 6.00 p.m. on 21 June 1996, and a
motion is moved for the second reading of the bill,
debate on that motion shall be adjourned upon the
conclusion of the speech of the mover until a day
no earlier than the first sitting day in September
1996: provided that any bill transmitted from the
Legislative Assembly which is in the hands of the
Clerk no later than 10.00 a.m. on 24 June 96 may be
taken through all stages; and
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(b) this order shall have effect until 30 June 1996.

Motion agreed to.

FEDERAL-STATE RELATIONS
COMMfITEE
Establishment
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That(a) pursuant to section 4A of the Parliamentary
Committees Act 1968, a specific purpose
committee, to be called the Federal-State Relations
Committee, be appointed; and
(b) the functions of the Federal-State Relations

Committee be to inquire into, consider and report
to the Parliament on any proposal matter or thing
connected with relations between the
commonwealth government and state and
territory governments, if the committee is required
to do so by or under the Parliamentary
Committees Act 1968.

Laid on table.

ROAD SAFETY (WHEEL CLAMPING)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) introduced a bill to prohibit, except in
certain circumstances, the detention or
immobilisation of motor vehicles that enter on
certain land, to regulate the removal of vehicles
from certain areas, to enable a breach of parking
restrictions on private property to be prosecuted
where the owner or occupier has entered into a
parking services agreement with the municipal
council, to amend the Road Safety Act 1986 and for
other purposes.
Read first time.

PREMIER'S DRUG ADVISORY
COUNCIL
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:

Motion agreed to.
Ordered that message be sent to Assembly seeking
concurrence with resolution.

That there be laid before this house a copy of the report
and highlights summary of the Premier's Drug
Advisory Council - Drugs and our Community March 1996.

Membership
Motion agreed to.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That, contingent upon the Legislative Assembly
concurring with the resolution to appoint the
Federal-State Relations Committee, the Honourables
G. B. Ashman, B. T. Pullen and W. I. Smith be members
of that committee.

Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health).

AUTUMN ECONOMIC STATEMENT
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) By leave, I move:

Motion agreed to.

PETITION
Deakin University, Burwood campus
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North)
presented a petition from certain citizens of
Victoria praying that the state government
immediately call on the Deakin University Council
to abandon plans to use Glengarry Avenue,
Burwood, as an access route for the university and
to consult with the community before proceeding
further. (124 signatures)

That there be laid before this house a copy of the
Autumn Economic Statement, May 1996, presented by the
Honourable Alan Stockdale, MP, Treasurer of Victoria,
to the Legislative Assembly on 15 May 1996, and the
Treasurer's speech thereon.

Motion agreed to.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be considered next day on motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance).
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SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Alert Digest No. 1
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) presented
Alert Digest No. 1 of 1996, together with an
appendix.

Tuesday, 28 May 1996
Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme - Amendment
L7.
Moonee Valley Planning Scheme - Amendment
LB.
Momington Planning Scheme - Amendment L6S.
Narracan Planning Scheme - Amendment 1..54.
Pakenham Planning Scheme - Amendment 1.55.

Laid on table.

Springvale Planning Scheme - Amendment L89.

Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS

Stonnington Planning Scheme - Amendment L7.
Surf Coast Planning Scheme - Amendment R32.
Traralgon (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment

Laid on table by Clerk:
Casino (Management Agreement) Act 1993Authorised changes to Drawings of the Melbourne
Casino Complex pursuant to section 16(2) (48 papers).
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 - Minister's order of
20 May 1996 giving approval to granting of lease
(Albert Park).

1.59.

Upper Murray Planning Scheme - Amendment
L7.
Warragul Planning Scheme - Amendments 1.32
Part 1 and L41.
Werribee Planning Scheme - Amendments L75
and L76.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme - Amendment L115.

Corangamite Regional Hospital Services - Report,
1994-95.
Electoral Commissioner - Statement of function
conferred, 14 May 1996.
Nhill Hospital- Report, 1994-95.

Wodonga Rural (City) Planning SchemeAmendment L1.
Yarra Planning Scheme -Amendments L6, L7,
L12, L14 and L16.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament
Building Act 1993 - No. 24.

Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes:
Bendigo - Greater Bendigo - Planning
Scheme - Amendment 1.37.
Berwick Planning Scheme - Amendments L91
Part 1 and L94.

Club Keno Act 1993 - Tattersall Consultations Act
1958-No.3.
Coroners Act 1985 - No. 36.
County Court Act 1958 - Nos 30, 31 and 34.
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 - No. 29.

Boroondara Planning Scheme - Amendment L12.

Domestic Buildings Contracts and Tribunal Act
1995 - No. 32.

Brighton Planning Scheme - Amendments L17
Parts 1, 3 and 5.

Domestic (Feral and Nuisance) Animals
Act 1994 - No. 25.

Chiltern Planning Scheme - Amendment L22.

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act
1981-No.20.

Darebin Planning Scheme - Amendments L11,
L15 and L19.
Flinders Planning Scheme - Amendment L144.
Knox Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll02.
Lillydale Planning Scheme - Amendments Ll54
Part 2 and L162.

Estate Agents Act 1980 - No. 13.
Financial Institutions Duty Act 1982 -Nos 4 and
28.
Fisheries Act 1968 - Nos 14, 16 and 26.
Guardianship and Administration
Board Act 1986 - No. 1.
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Health Act 1958 - No. 38.
Liquor Control Act 1987 - No. 11.
Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - Nos 35 and 37.
Mental Health Act 1986 -No. 10.
Murray Valley Citrus Marketing Act 1989 - No. 8.
Office of the Regulator-General Act 1994 - No. 2.
Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious Substances
Act 1986 -No. 18.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 - No. 6.
Road Safety Act 1986 - Nos 5 and 17.
Royal Botanic Gardens Act 1991 - No. 12.
Stamps Act 1958 - No. 39.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Nos 27 and 33.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - The
government is already tarnished by the perks it is in
the process of delivering to former members of
Parliament and by the paybacks it is delivering to
those who were offered inducements to withdraw
from preselection contests. Even before the
Governor delivered his speech to this house, a whole
range of deals had already been made by this
government and perks for its mates had been
stitched up. People were given jobs and individuals
were fixed up to allow the preselection processes
and other processes in the Liberal Party to go ahead.
Since the 30 March state election we have witnessed
the appointment of Mr Vin Heffeman as a local
government commissioner in the Shire of Nillumbik.
It is not a bad consolation prize - to have a highly
paid, government-appointed job in addition to the
parliamentary pension.

Supreme Court Act 1986 - No. 19.
The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1958 - Nos
22 and 23.
Tobacco Act 1987 - Nos 7 and 9.
Wildlife Act 1975 - No. 21.
Wildlife Act 1975 - Conservation, Forests and
Lands Act 1987 - No. 15.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994Ministers' exception certificates under section 8(4)
in respect of Statutory Rules Nos 6,10,16,19,34,
35,36,37 and 38/1996.
Ministers' exemption certificates under section 9(6)
in respect of Statutory Rules Nos 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 12,
14, 18,20,21,28,29 and 39.
Victorian Institute of Sport - Report, 1994-95.

A Proclamation of His Excellency the Governor in
Council fixing an operative date in respect of the
following Act:
Heritage Act 1995 - Remaining provisions (except
sections 215 and 218(2» -23 May 1996 (Gazette No.
G20,23 May 1996).

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 15 May; motion of
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) for adoption of
address-in-reply.

Hon. R I. Knowles - Can you think of one
former Labor member who didn't get a job? Not one!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr Heffernan
must be laughing all the way to the bank, as he
probably earns more now than when he was a
minister. As far as we know, there has been this
appointment, and there have certainly been others.
In the past appointments were made by the Labor
government - Hon. R. I. Knowles - Of every former Labor
member!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - There is a
process that ought to be followed with the
appointment of local government commissioners.
We do not know whether the particular position was
advertised, whether any other candidates were
considered for the position or whether it was Simply
a job for a mate in the way we have become
accustomed to seeing from the government. Vinnie
Heffernan joins Alan Hunt and other Liberal - Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You might get
yourself a job out of this, Mr Hartigan. I'm sure
when they want to get rid of you they'll come to
you, too!

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT-Order! The debate will be
assisted if the Leader of the Opposition directs his
remarks through the Chair.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - And it would be
assisted if Mr Hartigan stopped interjecting
continually. Have a bit of balance!
The PRESIDENT -Order! I was about to say,
before I was rudely interrupted by the Leader of the
Opposition, that it would also be helped if Mr
Hartigan did not interject.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Vinnie
Heffeman joins Alan Hunt and other Liberal cronies
who have been appointed as commissioners.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS- We have seen
members of the Liberal Party appointed as
commissioners in a majority of councils in Victoria.
That's what we are talking about: in the majority of
councils at least one member of the Liberal Party has
been appointed as a commissioner. If that's not
cronyism, if that's not jobs for mates, then I don't
know what is!

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I t is the most
blatant and disgraceful use of the mate system that
we've ever seen in this state. Then there was the
disgraceful appointment of Don Hayward as the
first paid chairman of the Zoological Board of
Victoria.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan -He qualified.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have been
through the Victorian Parliamentary Handbook and I
cannot see anything in Mr Hayward's qualifications
that has anything to do with a zoo. Although he may
have treated students in the education system as
animals, unless we stretch credibility to an
enormous extent he has no qualifications
whatsoever for a job with the zoo board. Because the
appointment was made without the Melbourne zoo
budget being increased, it now has to find funds
within its budget to pay Mr Hayward, presumably
by cutbacks somewhere else. It will not be getting
value for money and the appointment will simply be
another impost on the zoo and its already tight
budget.
Once again this is a case of jobs for the boys. We do
not know whether the board was consulted, whether
it agreed to the appointment or whether it agreed to
find the necessary funds out of its budget to pay
Mr Hayward. What we do know is that this pOSition,
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which was not previously a paid position, was
created for a former minister, and the zoo board, an
important organisation, has to suffer the
consequences.
There is no doubt in my mind and I dare say in the
minds of many people in the community that this
appointment was stitched up in advance to secure
Mr Hayward's retirement from this place. It is part
of the way deals are done by those on the other side
of the house and it shows utter contempt for the
process of Parliament. Time and again we see the
flippant way the government treats these kinds of
serious and important issues. A position is created
without advancing any argument about the need for
a paid chairman of the zoo board. The minister who
was formerly responsible for this area, now the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology, did
not see the need to have a paid chairman of that
board.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - You voted for the bill to
allow it to happen.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Suddenly the
minister believes the board should have a paid
chairman.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - Legislation allowed it.
"on. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -Of course there
was legislation to create the position, but the deal
was done in advance of Mr Hayward's retirement
without any justification for the appointment and
without increasing the level of funding to the
Melbourne zoo to allow it to pay for this job.
It is another job for the mates. Another example is

Vin Heffernan, the former Minister for Small
Business. He was so useless in the portfolio that he
could not pOSSibly have got a job anywhere in small
business so he was accommodated with a job as a
commissioner. Mr Hayward could not find himself a
job in any educational institution so a paid position
was found for him at the Melbourne zoo. They are
the kinds of things that happen time and again in the
Liberal Party: deals and jobs for the mates.
There was also the Campaspe fiasco where David
Evans got himself a job as a commissioner and
Jeanette Powell got herself into Parliament. I do not
think anyone seriously believes a deal was not done
in advance for that to occur. No doubt this deal was
stitched up in advance and it involved the former
Minister for Local Government. David Evans was
involved in an internal National Party deal. One can
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imagine the minister having a quiet word with
David Evans about the need for affirmative action in
the National Party and saying, 'Listen, David, it's
about time we had our first woman in the National
Party. Really you should tap the mat. But don't
worry, mate, we'll look after you; we'll give you a
job as a commissioner and you'll continue to get
your pension as well as being paid as a
commissioner'. Mr Evans is probably earning more
now than he earned as a parliamentarian. That was
another case where a National Party member of
Parliament, a National Party minister and a National
Party candidate were involved in one way or
another in stitching up a deal. No-one would believe
it was not done in advance. All the government
members have their fingers in the pie; they are all
involved in deals.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -It's not just my
allegation, but we will come to that. There are
certainly some members within the Liberal Party
who were upset by the withdrawal of Mr Cox and
his subsequent support for Ms Smith when he had
previously opposed her nomination. They were
further upset by his subsequent appointment to the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways board.

Perhaps the deal that takes the cake is the one
involving the preselection for Silvan, where Mr
George Cox was a candidate. People who knew
George knew he was going to put up a fight for
preselection.

No-one goes around typing letters like that and
sending them to the opposition unless there is some
substance to it. The letter states:

He was committed to ruruting for the seat. He
wanted to come back to Parliament, and he was
going to run for preselection. However, before the
contest Mr Cox withdrew his nomination and put
his weight, just COincidentally, behind Mark Birrell's
candidate. TItis candidate was his former adviser,
Wendy Smith, now one of the honourable members
for Silvan Province. Not only did he withdraw from
the contest but he put his weight behind Mr Birrell's
candidate.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- What is your source for that
allegation?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Believe it or
not - and the minister mayor may not know this some members of the Liberal Party involved in those
preselections are disaffected, and some of them
actually have the decency to talk to us and tell us
some of the crooked deals going on in your party!
They feel disaffected by the fact that Mr Cox
withdrew, threw his weight behind Mark Birrell's
candidate, and, 10 and behold, she got preselection
in the particular seat.
The question is this: why should George Cox
withdraw from a contest which he had at least some
chance of wirnting? Why should he decide overnight
to do Mr Birrell a favour? The answer is that he was
done a favour in return.

Someone was upset enough to send a letter about
this matter to the opposition. It is dated 29 March
1996 and was received on 3 April. The last line of the
letter states:
For obvious reasons this letter must be anonymous, (a
fact I regret) and I leave it to you to prove the accuracy
of my comments.

The retiring upper house member for Nunawading,
George Cox, has made no secret of the fact that he was
promised a position on a government board or
commission if he withdrew his nomination for Silvan.
He stated the offer came from Mark Birrell and others.

Hon. M. A. Birrell-On a point of order,
Mr President, I regard that as an offensive comment.
It is untrue and defamatory. It is unsourced and
therefore it is carried only by the word of
Mr Theophanous. If he wants to have a substantive
debate and make the allegation I would welcome it,
as I welcomed the fact that he asked the question
and I answered it in a temperate way during
question time. It is an offensive comment and it is
obviously untrue. I stand by my comments in
question time and I ask that Mr Theophanous's
comments be withdrawn.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -On the same
point of order, Mr President, I made it clear in my
remarks that the letter from which I was reading is
an anonymous letter received by the opposition on
3 April this year. I sought to read from the letter, and
the comments I read out were not my comments but
those from the anonymous letter.
TItis is important as a matter of public comment,
given that it has been taken seriously enough by the
Electoral Commissioner to warrant the launch of an
investigation on the basis of the letter.
Hon. Bill Forwood - On the basis of that letter?

Hon. M. A. Birrell- It's your allegation!
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - And other
information which is available. The Minister for
Industry, Science and Technology has already
denied the allegation within this letter, and it is fine
for him to do that. However, that does not mean
there is a point of order relating to the allegations
contained within the letter. It is simply a statement
of an allegation; it is not a slur. It is an allegation that
an offer was made by the minister to Mr George
Cox. It is open to members of this house to bring to
the house allegations of this sort which have
appeared in the paper in the form of allegations. The
paper to which the member opposite sought to
reply-The PRESIDENT - Order! I have heard enough
of the response. Firstly, is Mr Theophanous saying
what he is quoting is the letter he received?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - A copy of it, yes.
The PRESIDENT - By using the letter in this
form the honourable member is making allegations
against the Leader of the Government, which he
finds offensive for the reasons set out in his answer
earlier in the day. Therefore, it clearly falls within
the rule of inadmissible statements. For that reason it
is hard for it to be withdrawn in the sense that they
are the words of others, but in accordance with the
consistent policy of the house, I ask that the
statement be withdrawn.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - But you can't
askme-The PRESIDENT - Order! Yes I can, because
you adopted it by using it.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -On behalf of the
anonymous person who wrote the letter - Hon. R. I. Knowles - Just withdraw in your own
words.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - They are not my
words, so I am withdrawing on behalf of the
anonymous person. The Leader of the Government
is very touchy indeed on this subject.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- Yes, it's strange what
defama tion does to you!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The letter
continues with a range of matters relating to - -
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Hon. W. R. Baxter - On a point of order,
Mr President, it has long been a convention of this
house that when quoting from documents
honourable members can be invited to identify the
date on which they were written. That has occurred.
They can also be invited and required to identify the
authorship or origin of the document. As this
document has been acknowledged as being
anonymous, I do not see that it falls within those
normal conventions, and it would be highly
irregular for the Leader of the Opposition to
continue to quote from it
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On the point of
order, Mr President, I do not think this would be the
first or the last time that anonymous letters or other
material were quoted in this house or in other
parliaments around Australia. That has occurred on
a number of occasions in the past and so long as the
anonymous nature of the letter is made clear to the
house, I do not believe there is any point of order in
relation to its status.
The PRESIDENT - Order! As it happens, we
have recently been looking at the rulings in relation
to this very issue. The position is that if a member
quotes from a document that member is putting his
or her own credibility on the line by doing so,
whatever the nature of the document. I do not
uphold the point of order, but the Leader of the
Opposition is totally responsible for the letter.
For instance, and I am not saying it applies in the
present case, if a member attempted to use that sort
of subterfuge in the house and it involved a letter
that one of his or her colleagues had provided that
was not from the source the member had stated it
was from, that would be regarded by his or her
colleagues as a gross breach of privilege. I am not
imputing that to the Leader of the OppOSition. I am
saying that by quoting from a document,
particularly an unsourced document, as is the case
here, a member accepts full responsibility for its
contents and will be judged accordingly.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am quite
happy to be judged on it, Mr President, because the
truth in this matter will come out sooner or laterand it will not be the truth the Leader of the
Government likes!
The letter outlines a set of issues in relation to the
matter I am dealing with. We know the sequence of
events: we know a preselection took place, we know
Mr Cox was a candidate, we know the Leader of the
Government's former adviser was also a candidate,
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we know Mr Cox withdrew and we know Mr Cox
was appointed, according to the Leader of the
Government coincidentally, to the board of
Melbourne Parks and Waterways. The Leader of the
Government would have us believe that was purely
coincidental, that it had absolutely nothing to do
with the preselection Mr Cox was involved in and
nothing to do with the fact that his former adviser
was standing in that preselection. This letter was
forwarded to Dr Lyons, the Electoral Commissioner.
Hon. Bill Forwood - By whom?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - By Rob Hulls,
the shadow Attorney-General in another place - as
would be his duty if something of that nature were
brought to his attention. Dr Lyons responded to the
opposition. In a letter dated 19 April he
acknowledges the letter from Mr Hulls and the copy
of the anonymous letter and indicates that the
matters that have been raised by the opposition are
'receiving consideration'.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Read the letter.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - 1 just quoted
from the letter. 1 will quote the relevant part again:
The matters you raise are receiving consideration.

Hon. R. I. Knowles - On a point of order,
Mr President, given that the Leader of the
Opposition has quoted from the letter, will he table
it?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am quite
happy to table the letter. Would government
members like me to table the anonymous letter, too?
Hon. M. A. Birrell - No, it has no status - and
you know it!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It has enough
status for the Electoral Commissioner to indicate he
is considering the matter. The Electoral
Commissioner has been contacted on a number of
occasions both by the press and by - Hon. Bill Forwood - By you.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - No, 1 have not
done it. But he has been contacted and has indicated
he is looking into the matter.
Hon. M. A. Birrell interjected.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - 1 do not know
how the Electoral Commissioner can look into the
matter without actually making inquiries.
Mr President, it would be helpful if the Leader of the
Government were to say he would be quite happy to
be involved in any inquiries the Electoral
Commissioner might make, because the
commissioner might phone him or write to him
asking him to explain himself. There is a lot more to
this issue than has come out so far.
It should be clear to the Leader of the Government

that there are members of the Liberal Party in the
Silvan electorate who are upset about what he did
there. The story is that they are upset because the
preselection process was manipulated in a way that
allowed his former adviser to get up.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - By whom?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Dr Lyons is
investigating that very question.
Hon. Louise Asher - That is what Brumby
wants to do to you -it's the flick!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You hope it's the
flick. We know Mr Cox and the Leader of the
Government have closed ranks on the issue from
some of the comments they have made to the press.
Mr Cox is suddenly saying he was selected on merit
and had a long history in conservation and
environment work. He could have fooled us! 1
cannot remember Mr Cox having any involvement
in that area. He has probably had as much
involvement in conservation and environment
matters as Don Hayward, a former Minister for
Education in another place, had in the zoo and
animals. Mr Cox also went on to say that the
pOSition paid him only expenses and a fee and that it
was only pocket money. That might mean he has a
view that perhaps he ought to be fixed up a bit more
than he has been to date.
The opposition believes there is sufficient
circumstantial evidence to link the appointment of
Mr Cox to the Melbourne Parks and Waterways
board with his withdrawal from the Silvan
preselection. The sequence of events indicates it is
stretching credulity for anyone to believe otherwise.
It stretches the imagination too far! 1 remind the
house about the seriousness of such matters if they
were to be proven. If the allegations made in the
press relating to Mr Birrell were to proved--
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Hon. M. A. Birrell- What allegations? They
haven't made allegations. They reported that Hulls
had given a letter to someone. That is the whole
point: you haven't even made an allegation during
your speech!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The papers have
reported the matter.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Who has?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The papers. The
minister also raised the question of Damon Johnston
and the allegations he has made in relation to this
matter.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - I raised Hulls, and he has
not even made an allegation. He just said he passed
on an anonymous letter.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The minister
spoke at length about Damon Johnston and the issue
during question time.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - In response to your
question.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Absolutely, so
the minister is aware that it was raised in the press
that he may have been involved in this matter in
some way by appointing or assisting Mr Cox to be
appointed to the Melbourne Parks and Waterways
board so he would withdraw his nomination for the
Silvan preselection. Anybody reading the article by
Damon Johnston would take the view that that is
what the article is about.

Hon. M. A. Birrell - Good. So will we.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Maybe you will
get to the person first and stop him or her from
speaking.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - No.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - What, you're not
going to use the same tactics you used on Cox?
Hon. M. A. Birrell-On a point of order,
Mr President, that is another defamatory slur. It is
yet another untrue statement and it imputes
inappropriate activity to me. I ask that it be
withdrawn.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not
understand. I merely talked about tactics and that is
all I said.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Rather than having a
sustained argument, as I noted the words
Mr Theophanous said 'use the same tactics you used
on Cox'. Any suggestion which repeats the
suggestion made earlier to which objection was
taken and which was withdrawn is clearly
objectionable again. However, I do not believe those
words are clear enough to repeat the earlier
suggestion. I ask the Leader of the OppOSition to be
very careful in the words he chooses.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Thank you,
Mr President. Section 241 of The Constitution Act
Amendment Act says:
Bribery

Hon. M. A. Birrell - That is what hurts me. It is
the impression that is being created.

(1)

The following persons shall be guilty of bribery:
(c)

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - If some form of
bribery were involved and the Electoral
Commissioner established there was a connection
that constituted bribery, that would be a serious
offence under The Constitution Act Amendment Act.
Hon. R. I. Knowles interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr Knowles, it is
a matter of whether the anonymous author is
prepared to come forward and speak. I appeal to the
author of the letter to come forward so that the truth
can be known. We have our suspicions as to which
member of the Liberal Party in Silvan may have
written the letter and we will be following it up.

Every person who directly or indirectly by
himself or by any other person on his behalf
makes any such gift loan offer promise
procurement or agreement as aforesaid to or
for any person in order to induce such person
to procure or endeavour to procure the return
of any person to serve as a member of the
Council or the Assembly respectively or the
vote of any elector at any election.

(d) Every person who upon or in consequence of
any such gift loan offer promises procurement
or agreement procures or engages promises or
endeavours to procure the return of any
person to serve as a member of the Council or
the Assembly or the vote of any elector at any
election.
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We make the point that it is clearly a serious offence
under The Constitution Act Amendment Act. It
indicates that a person who offers the bribe is guilty
and the person who receives the bribe is also guilty.
It is a serious state of affairs. The consequence of
such offence being proven under section 249 of the
act is the preclusion of a person from being elected
or sitting as a member for any district until the
following general election. It is a serious offence.
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Hon. R. I. Knowles -If there were even a vague
element of evidence that an offence has occurred!

defamatory, untrue statement and should be
withdrawn. Alternatively, if he says that he is not
making allegations that I gave such assurances I will
withdraw my point of order. However, if he is
imputing that I did this thing, his statement is
clearly offensive. If he is making an academic
statement, and therefore not making an allegation
against me and anyone reporting the proceedings of
the house realises that he is not making allegations
against me, I will not persist with my point of order.
However, it appears that he is imputing something
else.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Under the
heading 'Interference with political liberty' section
246A of The Constitution Amendment Act provides:

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On the point of
order, Mr President, I was saying that the Leader of
the Government was in a position - -

A person shall not hinder or interfere with the free
exercise or performance, by any other person, of any
political right or duty that is relevant to an election
under this act.

Hon. M. A. Birrell - So you are not alleging that
I did.

A range of provisions in the act cover the
circumstances being discussed. According to the
information which I have received in the
anonymous letter but which has also been pointed
out in discussions with Liberal Party members - Hon. R. I. Knowles - Name one of them!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is
inappropriate for me to name those members. It is
not the first time in this place that people have
sought to protect the identity of individuals, but I
can tell you that the person to whom I spoke is close
to the Liberal Party hierarchy and was very much
involved in the preselection process. That person
told me that Mr Cox made no secret of the fact that
he would be looked after if he withdrew from the
contest. He made no secret of that whatsoever
around the Liberal Party branches.
Mr Cox withdrew from the contest and as a
consequence of that was in a position to be
appointed to the Melbourne Parks and Waterways
board. We believe assurances were given by
members of the government that he would be
looked after. It is clear that the then Minister for
Conservation and Environment, Mr Birrell, was in a
pOSition to give those assurances.

Hon. M. A. Birrell - On a point of order,
Mr President, Mr Theophanous is making an
accusation that gives the impression I gave such
assurances. Such an accusation is a defamatory,
untrue statement consistent with his earlier

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You should
listen to what I am saying, which is that you were in
a position to offer a bribe. The question that we want
answered is whether you actually offered the bribe.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The clear implication
from what Mr Theophanous has said would leave
anyone in this chamber with a view that the then
Minister for Conservation and Environment offered
a bribe, which is clearly outside the guidelines of the
house, as Mr Theophanous well knows. I ask
Mr Theophanous to withdraw his statement and not
to persist with that line of argument.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr President,
are you asking me to withdraw my original
comment prior to the point of order or my
subsequent comments in relation to the point of
order?
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have ruled that
Mr Theophanous has made objectionable statements
against a member of this house or another house
implying wrongdOing. Such statements are not
allowed, as Mr Theophanous well knows, unless
brought to the house by way of substantive motion. I
ask Mr Theophanous to withdraw the statement
objected to by the Leader of the Government.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I did not
mention the word 'bribery' in my original statement.
Mr President, your ruling is inconsistent - The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Theophanous
will withdraw the statement he made earlier.
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Hon. M. A. Birrell - Just clarify which statement
you are withdrawing.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The one you
objected to earlier.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
Mr Theophanous to withdraw the statement
implying imputation. Just use the words 'I
withdraw'.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr President, I
withdraw whatever statement you think might be
objectionable.
It is appropriate for the opposition to bring to the

house questions relating to these issues. A number
of facts are on the table and they have been put
before the house. Those facts do not include the
anonymous letter - that is just one of the pieces of
evidence but on its own is not the basis of the
story - but include that Mr Cox was a candidate,
that he withdrew his candidacy and that the
minister was in a position to offer an inducement.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - On a point of order,
Mr President - .
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is a statement
of fact.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - It is not a statement of fact
to make such a gratuitous and dishonest slur on my
character.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Were you in a
position to give him an appointment or not?
Hon. M. A. Birrell - That is not what you said.
In the context of Mr Theophanous's remarks before
and now, he is repeating the statement that he
withdrew about 2 minutes earlier, and I ask that he
again withdraw the imputation.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - On the point of
order, Mr President, either we are going to be
allowed to have a debate or we are not. The
opposition is raising a serious matter in the context
of the debate. It is raiSing it to try to show that
Mr Birrell was in a position to effect the
appointment of Mr Cox to the Melbourne Parks and
Waterways board. In that sense it would constitute
an inducement.
Hon. M. A. Birrell- You are saying that is an
offence.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - H Mr Birrell
involved himself in the appointment of Mr Cox it
could constitute an inducement to get Mr Cox to
withdraw from preselection. It is appropriate for the
opposition to indicate the facts and, in doing so,
indicate the position Mr Birrell was in as the then
Minister for Conservation and Environment, thereby
being responsible for appointments in that area.
There is no point of order in relation to the
opposition saying the minister was in a position to
offer an inducement.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - Didn't you say that?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is exactly
what I said - they were my exact words.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The motion before
the house is to respond to the speech of
His Excellency the Governor. On reflection, the
Leader of the Opposition should have taken a
different course in pursuing the issue he is now
pursuing. It is clear that if a member of the
opposition wants to attack a minister of this house
or the other place, as often occurs, he should do so
by way of a substantive motion. So long as the
motion is properly framed the member can be
robust in his allegations. In this case the Chair is in a
most difficult position. Mr Theophanous is wanting
to be robust but is using forms of the house that do
not allow him to be robust.
My note of the words objected to were that the
Leader of the Government was in a position to
appoint Mr Cox to the board. H Mr Theophanous
used the word 'inducement' I would certainly rule
him out of order.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - That is what he said and it
is the only thing on which I based my point of order.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Was he or was
he not in a pOSition to offer the appointment?
The PRESIDENT - Order! I shall read Hansard
to ascertain what was said, but the Leader of the
OppOSition should not persist in the line of
argument that implies that the Leader of the
Government has been involved in some breach of
the law, because the standing orders do not allow
him to pursue that line in this motion.
Mr Theophanous has made the point several times
and I ask him to make his next point and not to
labour that issue. H he does continue on that point I
shall ask him to desist or call the next speaker.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr Cox and
Mr Evans voluntarily fell on their own swords;
consequently they were rewarded. But poor old
Mr Bruce Skeggs, who refused any inducement to
withdraw his nomination, was not prepared to take
the bribe - unlike what we saw happen with
Mr Cox and Mr Evans. On principle Mr Skeggs
fought on, but he lost preselection. Now he has to
fight for a position on the Harness Racing Board.
That position has not been offered or given to him
despite the fact that in these circumstances there is a
reasonable argument for Mr Skeggs who, as every
honourable member knows, has a long history of
involvement in harness racing and should arguably
be considered for a position on that board. But he
will not get a position on the board because he was
not prepared to tap the mat on his preselection!
An article in the Herald Sun of 28 March reported:
Premier Jeff Kennett suggested to a liberal MP during
a heated four-week preselection battle that he consider
moving to a key position on a independent sporting
body.
The Herald Sun has learned Mr Kennett approached
Legislative Council MP for Templestowe Bruce Skeggs
several times to discuss the position on the Harness
Racing Board.

That allegation in the Herald Sun has been referred
by the opposition to the Electoral Commissioner.
The same article reveals that the Premier telephoned
Mr Skeggs on as late as the eve of the 2 December
preselection and tried to get him to withdraw his
nomina tion for preselection.
Hon. Bill Forwood - Your only source is the
Herald Sun?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It actually is not,
to be frank. We look forward to a full inquiry about
these matters, because I assure the house that
evidence will come out about them. One person who
is now considering his position is Mr Skeggs,
because it is important to note that when he was
asked by the newspapers whether there was any
truth in the allegations, he did not respond by
denying the allegations; he took the softer course of
making no comment. Other people have spoken to
Mr Skeggs; he is very upset, but he is still hopeful of
being appointed to the Harness Racing Board.
People like Mr Evans and Mr Cox who are prepared
to tap the mat are rewarded -in one case as a
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commissioner and in the other as a member of the
board of the - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The person who
stood on principle and said, 'I will not have a bar of
this: there is no way - I am not going to accept the
bribe, the inducement' is pushed aside and is not
appointed to the Harness Racing Board. If you do
the right thing and toe the line, according to this
government, you are rewarded; but if you don't, you
are discarded. That is what the government is all
about -looking after its mates.
Hon. R. M. Hallam interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is no wonder
that you, Mr Hallam, and Mr Birrell have that sort of
attitude on those matters when you have an
example like your Premier, who is prepared to go
around ringing up former members like Bruce
Skeggs and suggesting they should not run for
preselection; who seeks to pressurise them into not
running for preselection.
The Herald Sun article also says that Mr Skeggs was
offered inducements to pull out of his preselection,
but Mr Skeggs did not accept them.
The critical aspect is that this issue is part of a
pattern of the way in which this government
operates; it is part of the way the government is on
about looking after its mates. It is not just about
Lloyd Williarns and Ron Walker: the list is long and
is growing longer all the time.
One should look at the way in which the mates of
the government have been looked after. It does not
matter whether one looks at the issue surrounding
Leeds Media and Peter Bennett, where millions of
dollars of government contracts were involved; or at
DDB Needham; or at Julian Beale and his little deal
with Vicroads; or at Bruce Mathieson and God
knows how many machines he has and how many
more he will get as a result of deals being done with
the government; or at Ross Wilson and his $8 million
package.
All those deals which are fixing up members and
mates of the Liberal Party are doing no credit to
Victoria. They must stop, but while we have a
Premier and a government prepared to act in the
way I have demonstrated, this kind of behaviour
will continue as we go down the Joh Bjelke-Petersen
path. That is because it is not just these mates who
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have benefited as a result of those actions; the
Premier himself has benefited as a result of an
insider knowledge of shares.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
Mr Theophanous to withdraw that statement, and
he knows why.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -If the statement
is objectionable to you, Mr President,
notwithstanding the facts behind it, I withdraw it.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask
Mr Theophanous to withdraw without equivocation.
The words are '1 withdraw'.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I withdraw. I
had not intended to get into this issue except in
concluding, but it is a matter of public record that
the issue of a conflict of interest concerning share
purchases made by the Premier's wife has been
raised in another place and in the community. This
is an ongoing pattern: the low standard is set by the
Premier, and ministers follow suit. Why shouldn't
the minister go out and try to bribe somebody in
relation to preselection?
Hon. M. A. Birrell - On a point of order,
Mr President, in the context of the debate it is clear
that that imputation is directed at me. It is
defamatory, it is untrue and it is a repetition o f - Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You're very
touchy! Does this have some relevance to you?
Hon. M. A. Birrell - You know it was directed at
me! It is defamatory, it is a lie and it should be
withdrawn.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The Leader of the
OppOSition is aware of the tenor of the remarks I
have made before. I ask him to withdraw the
statement - Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You have to
withdraw theoretical statements now, do you?
The PRESIDENT - Order! The context of the
debate makes very clear the implications the Leader
of the Opposition is making, and I ask him to
withdraw.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I withdraw the
theoretical statement. Over the next four years one
of the big issues will be the standards of this
government. If the beginning of this parliamentary
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session is any indication of the standards we can
expect from this government, the people of Victoria
will be very badly served. We are moving further
down the path of cronyism and deals for mates,
where the insiders get the government benefits and
the rest of the community suffers as a result.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Although I hate to dignify the previous
speech with a response I must make the comment
that the attack the Leader of the Opposition
mounted on the Honourables David Evans,
George Cox and Don Hayward, the former Minister
for Education in the other place - which constituted
the major part of his speech - was also one of the
worst attacks on the credibility of new female
coalition members I have ever heard. Also, it was a
shocking attack on a preselection system based on
merit, which would be a whole new concept for
Mr Theophanous.
We have three outstanding women in Parliament as
a result of the retirement of those men: the
Honourable Jeanette Powell in North Eastern
Province, a seat in which 9 candidates stood for
preselection and in which more than 400 delegates
voted; the Honourable Wendy Smith in Silvan
Province, a seat in which there were 8 candidates for
preselection as well as a mass of delegates; and
Leonie Burke in the lower house district of Prahran,
a seat for which there were 2 candidates for
preselection, one of whom was a man. They are all
women of outstanding merit with strong community
service records and business backgrounds - the
sort of women we want to encourage to enter
Parliament.
What did Mr Theophanous do today? He said he did
not like the methods of exit of those three men, and
he singled them out. He also tried to mount the
argument that those men had to be moved aside to
let women into their seats. Let me tell
Mr Theophanous that liberal Party preselections are
based on merit, which, I repeat, would be a whole
new concept for the ALP. His disgraceful attack on
those women, who are in the primary stage of their
political careers, was simply an attempt to cover up
the failure of the ALP's quota system. One example
of how that system has failed women is the fate of
the Honourable Licia Kokocinski. I thought she
made a good contribution to this place.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - She wasn't bribed!
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - No, she was
branch-stacked out by that man over there! I might
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add that the coalition has made genuine attempts to
encourage more women to stand for Parliament. I
commend the National Party on having its first
woman member elected to Parliament. The Liberal
Party should be congratulated on its record:
although it had only 3 women members before 1992,
6 women were elected in 1992 and another 5 were
elected in 19%. The Liberal Party has gone out of its
way to have competitive, merit-based preselections.
Mr Theophanous's observation, which degrades the
achievements of those three women in gaining
preselection, is a disgrace and calls into question the
ALP's statement that it is looking to get more
women into Parliament.
Hon. R. M. Hallam interjected.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - I take up the
interjection. Mr Theophanous is trying to argue that
those three high quality women had to move men
out of their way to gain preselection. That is untrue,
and it is offensive to this side of the house. Those
women contested merit-based preselections; they
won on their merits. I invite Mr Theophanous to
appraise those three women six months from now
because I am sure he will see how wrong his
assessment of them is.
In endorSing its quota system the Labor Party says
that women will make up 35 per cent of its
parliamentary numbers by 2000, but I suggest it will
not come within cooee of that. It has talked about
introducing more women into various chambers of
Parliament - but the Liberal Party has actually
done it. One has only to look at the federal and state
levels to see the results of the Liberal Party's
preselection strategy to get more women into
Parliament based on merit. There are training and
mentor programs, and the Liberal Party actually
encourages women to put their names forward.

Although it is tempting to denigrate people on the
other side of the chamber for their methods of
preselection - by factions, unions and branch
stacking - we have not denigrated the worth of
women who have entered various chambers, nor
have we tried from the outset of their political
careers to imply that something is wrong with what
is a tough system, whether based on merit or on
branch stacking. We commend women when they
come through the system; we think they are a plus
for the Parliament and for the broader society.
So, Mr President, it is of huge concern to me that Mr
Theophanous has come into this chamber, singled
out three retiring male members, and by implication,
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denigrated the outstanding women who have
replaced those members. I think it is instructive that
the man who sought to criticise the preselections of
these three women - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. LOUlSE ASHER - It is instructive to note
that the man who has sought to denigrate those
three women, who came up on a merit-based highly
competitive preselection system, and won, is in fact
the man who lost out on Batman, who does not have
his leader's confidence, who does not have Pete
Steedman's confidence - Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. LOUlSE ASHER - And who is in big
trouble overall in terms of his own credibility in his
own party. And it gives me a great degree of
pleasure to pick up the newspaper every morning
and read the latest assault on Mr Theophanous by
his own party, where time and again members of his
own party say that he is not fit to be leader of the
upper house, that he should not have a car and that
he has been in Parliament too long - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. LOUlSE ASHER - Anyway, it is very
instructive that the man who is seeking to denigrate
the preselections of three women is in fact himself a
man who is on the way out. That will give us all a
great degree of pleasure when it occurs.
In the conclusion of Mr Theophanous's speech he
made the comment: the evidence will come out on
this one. Well, the evidence will come out, and that
evidence is called merit. I have every confidence that
Jeanette Powell, Wendy Slnith and Leonie HI.lrkc will
prove to be women of outstanding merit, and the
evidence for their preselections will come out by
their performance in this chamber and in the
broader community. Again, Mr Theophanous has
made a number of allegations based on an
anonymous letter, based on a Herald Sun article;
but--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It was based on
appointments.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - But where are the facts
about this? In an attempt to establish some wild
political pOint, he has done something which, in my
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opinion, is unforgivable: he has denigrated stunning
women members at the same time that the Labor
Party has instituted a preselection system based on
quotas, where it disendorsed Licia Kokocinski, it
disendorsed Carole Marple - who was considered
good enough by her own party to be a shadow
minister - and it did not replace Joan Kimer with a
woman, even though she wanted to be replaced by a
woman. At the same time we have all this empty
rhetoric by the Labor Party about getting women
into Parliament. It is our side of politics which has
preselected women en masse at both a state and
federal level and has at least made these Parliaments
more representative than they were previously.
In conclusion, I am very disappointed, even by Mr
Theophanous's own standards, that he has chosen to
make some particular point to slur three outstanding
women at the very commencement of their political
careers. It comes as no surprise to us - -

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - On a point of order,
Mr President, I object to the honourable member
suggesting that I had in any way slurred the three
women who have come to this place. I made no slur
on those women, whom I consider to be high
quality, competent individuals. The course of my
contribution had to do with the process and the
appointments, not on merit, of Mr Cox and Mr
Evans. So, Mr President, I did not seek to slur the
members, and I object to that comment.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I will accept that as a
point of personal explanation.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - Thank you, Mr
President. I note that after 15 minutes or so, Mr
Theophanous is now seeking to backtrack from the
course on which he embarked earlier in the day. The
whole thesis of his presentation was to say that the
method of exit of those three men - and he
highlighted, focused on and reiterated the fact that
the three were replaced by women - was aimed at
getting them out of the way so these women could
take their seats. I am in fact rather pleased that he
has now modified this stance somewhat - although
not significantly enough for my satisfaction.
I reiterate that it was a disgraceful exhibition we
heard in the chamber today. We heard a man who
failed in his Batman preselection attempt, a man
who is going backwards in his own political career
seek to slur and to denigrate three outstanding
women, women of outstanding business and
community achievement, at the very
commencement of their political careers, by

questioning the method of their preselection. And all
this from a man from the Labor Party, whose
preselection systems are based on factionalism, and
branch stacking - based on anything but the merit
principle.
We in the Liberal Party and on the coalition side of
Parliament have a merit-based preselection system,
which was followed for these three women. I think
this all goes to prove that this is a massive
smokescreen over the failure of the quota system on
the Labor side of politics; a massive comment on the
fact that Labor is not producing women, let alone
women of quality, among those coming up through
the ranks in this Parliament. It just goes to show that
the person who spoke before me has no clout in
terms of his own position in his own party, and the
Labor Party is a party of non-action when it comes
to women and of non-commitment to improving
preselection prospects for women - just ask Licia
Kokocinski and Carole Marple.
It is a great shame that Mr Theophanous has
conducted himself so badly in the chamber today. I
look forward to an apology to the three women
mentioned. I for one know that those three women
will make an outstanding contribution to their
communities and to this Parliament; I look forward
to witnessing those contributions.

Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. C. J. HOGG
(Melbourne North).
Debate adjourned untillater this day.

SENATE VACANCY
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have received the
following message from His Excellency the
Governor, dated 30 April 1996:
The Governor transmits to the Legislative Council a
copy of a despatch which has been received from the
Honourable the President of the Senate notifying that a
vacancy has happened in the representation of the State
of Victoria in the Senate of the Commonwealth of
Australia.
Governor of Victoria

I have also received a copy of the letter to the
Governor from the Honourable Michael Beahan,
President of the Senate, dated 6 February:
Your Excellency
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Pursuant to section 21 of the Commonwealth of
Australia Constitution, I notify Your Excellency that a
vacancy has happened in the representation of the state
of Victoria through the resignation of Senator the
Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC, on 6 February
1996.

Deakin University
Monash University
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
Swinbume University of Technology

JOINT SITTING OF PARLIAMENT
Victoria University of Technology
Senate vacancy
La Trobe University
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have also received
the following message from the Assembly:
The Legislative Assembly acquaint the Legislative
Council that they have agreed to the following
resolution:
That this house meet the Legislative Council for the
purpose of sitting and voting together to choose a
person to hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant
by the resignation of Senator the Honourable Gareth
John Evans, QC, and proposes that the time and place
of such meeting be the Legislative Assembly chamber
on Tuesday, 28 May 1996 at 6.00 p.m., with which they
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) By leave, I move:
That this house meet the Legislative Assembly for the
purpose of sitting and voting together to choose a
person to hold the place in the Senate rendered vacant
by the resignation of Senator the Honourable Gareth
John Evans, QC, and, as proposed by the Assembly, the
place and time of such meeting be the Legislative
Assembly chamber this day at 6.00 p.m.
Motion agreed to.
Ordered that message be sent to Assembly
acquainting them with resolution.

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have received
letters from the Assembly seeking a joint sitting for
the purpose of making the following appointments:
Two members to replace the Honourable David Ernest
Henshaw and the Honourable Ann Mary Henderson
on the Deakin University council for the term ending
30 June 1998.
Two members to replace the Honourable James Vincent
Chester Guest and Or Gerard Marshall Vaughan on the
Monash University council for the term ending
9 December 1999.
One member to replace the Honourable David Mylor
Evans on the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
council for the term ending 31 December 1998.
Two members to replace Mr Robert Stuart Ives and the
Honourable Phillip Neville Honeywood on the
Swinburne University of Technology council for the
term ending 31 December 1998.
Three members to replace Mr George Ian Davis, the
Honourable David Mylor Evans and Mrs Ucia
Kokocinski on the Victoria University of Technology
council for the term ending 18 April 1998.
A member to replace the Honourable Ronald
Alexander Best on the La Trobe University council for
the term ending 31 December 1999.
A member to succeed Mr Bruce Allan Mildenhall on
the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation for a
three-year term commencing on 23 May 1996 and a
member to replace the Honourable George Graeme
Weideman for the term ending 19 October 1996.
I have received the following message from the
Legislative Assembly:
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The Legislative Assembly acquaints the Legislative
COWlcil that it has agreed to the following resolution:
That this house meet the Legislative COWlcil for
the purpose of sitting and voting together to
choose members of Parliament to be recommended
for appointment to the councils of Deakin
University, Monash University, Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology, Swinbume University of
Technology, the Victoria University of Technology
and La Trobe University and to elect members of
Parliament to the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation and proposes that the time and place
of such meeting be the Legislative Assembly
chamber this day at 6.00 p.m.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this house meet the Legislative Assembly for the
purpose of sitting and voting together to recommend
members for appointment to the cOWlcils of Deakin
University, Monash University, Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology, Swinburne University of
Technology, the Victoria University of Technology and
La Trobe University and to elect members of
Parliament to the Victorian Health Promotion
FOWldation, and, as proposed by the Assembly; the
place and time of such meeting be the Legislative
Assembly Chamber this day at 6.00 p.m.

Motion agreed to.
Ordered that message be sent to Assembly
acquainting them with resolution.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 15 May; motion of
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - It is rny
pleasure to join the debate to the address-in-reply to
the Governor's speech. I begin by congratulating
you, Mr President, on your office and by
congratulating the Honourable Peter Hall on his
election as Chairman of Committees.
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Mrs McGarvie spent a day listening to a student
debate. They ate lunch, listened to various musical
items and met dozens of people in the City of
Whittlesea who thought it terrific that the Governor
and his wife took such trouble. We all appreciate the
fact that the Governor has a schedule which involves
visiting every munidpality in Victoria. Although
there are fewer than there were some years ago,
nonetheless there is a great deal to see when one gets
to each of these municipalities. The Governor's
schedule is known and is absolutely on track.
I am certain the Leader of the Opposition intended
no disrespect to the successful women candidates in
the three seats he spoke about. On this side of the
house we are pleased to see a better representation
of women. We are delighted that in the Legislative
Assernbly we have female members for the seats of
Werribee, Pascoe Vale, Essendon and Altona. I am
certain that the Honourable Sang Nguyen will not in
any way be discomfited when I say how much I
want to place on record the work that Licia
Kokocinski did in this house. We did not have a
chance to say much about the people who we knew
were going to leave because we did not know when
the election was going to be. I suppose we employed
a variety of stratagems to get a few things on the
record about some people but we were not able to
do so as much as we would have wished. Certainly
people on this side of the house were appreciative of
the feisty way Licia Kokocinski carried out her
duties. In terms of personal closeness and friendship
I miss her and will continue to miss her a great deal.
I would like to talk about some social policy issues
that I think are important within the province of
Melbourne North which have been encornpassed
within the Governor's speech and are of
considerable interest to rne. I start by congratulating
the schools in my province for the hard work they
do, which is made all the harder these days by the
lack of specialist resources that are simply not now
available to the sarne degree they previously were.
As ever, society dernands that schools do more and
rnore, that they teach more and rnore courses and
that they provide an environment where students
develop more and rnore skills. The community's
expectations of schools, primary and secondary, are
enormous. Schools try hard to balance those
expectations with the resources they have available.

On behalf of the people of Melbourne North, which
Don Nardella and I have the pleasure of
representing, I would like to say how much the
work of the Governor and Mrs McGarvie has been
appreciated. In the past few weeks the Governor
paid a visit to the City of Whittlesea and with

Sornething quite interesting is happening in the
province of Melbourne North and may well be
happening in other places. As a response to the lack
of specialist services sornething of a phenornenon
has been developing over the past couple of years.
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School children are using community house facilities
for study, for additional tuition and for homework
assistance. This occurs in two places that I can
mention: it occurs at Meadow Heights where Orana
Family Services, which is the Uniting Church agency
known to many of you, has provided significant
resources for a study centre. It also occurs in LaIor at
the LaIor living and Learning Centre. At that centre
there is tremendous activity and endeavour. Every
week hundreds of people attend classes and pursue
interests in cramped and difficult conditions. Each
afternoon after school local primary and secondary
school children come and go for additional
assistance. The centre is a hive of activity and is used
right through the day and into the evening by
people of all ages.
The centre picks up some of the features of the
former school support centres. Although it has not
picked up those features consciously, it has
nevertheless picked up some of them. For a small
amount of money the government could easily
provide that sensible and practical after-school
service. Small programs such as these can make a
big difference to the futures of all children, and the
government should consider them even while it
sheds responsibilities that have been traditionally
ascribed to government.
In the newspaper reports about the tragic and

devastating fire at Kew Cottages I was appalled to
read that this year Kew Cottages has 500 residents.
That is a very high number, particularly when
considered in the light of other intellectual disability
statistics. There are about 40 000 intellectually
disabled people in Victoria. About 26 500 of those
are not on government registers; about 3600 are
awaiting accommodation; and about 1400 are living
with parents who are over 60 years of age. That last
statistic is almost certainly an underestimation,
given that 26 500 intellectually disabled people
receive no services at this stage. As we all know,
very often parents, or mothers or fathers by
themselves, can cope with caring for intellectually
disabled children only up until a certain stage of
their lives, and they usually have to cease caring for
their children in the event of infirmity or old age.
That is why I suspect that the figure of 1400 parents
over the age of 60 caring for intellectually disabled
children is an underestimation.
All members will agree that intellectually disabled
people who are in the care of the state should be
housed as humanely and as comfortably as possible.
Members will also agree that the state should be
urgently making provision to care for the children of
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those elderly parents. The task is huge and complex,
and it is vital that practical and non-doctrinaire
methods of care are found. Therefore, it is important
that the state develop a range of accommodation
options.
Although a number of accommodation models are
inexpensive and cost effective, others are expensive
because they involve high levels of dependency. But
there are many different models within that range.
For many years I have thought the government
should seriously consider cluster housing as an
appropriate model. I am sure the parents of the
residents of Kew Cottages, for example, would
consider cluster housing as a sensible and secure
method of caring for our intellectually disabled
people. Cluster housing exists in other parts of the
world. I understand it operates successfully in South
Australia, and I believe it should be tried in Victoria.
It requires accommodation settings which are close

together and for which some central services can be
provided. One or two institutions will still be
needed to cater for those who cannot be
accommodated in other hOUSing. While institutions
exist, they should be as good as we can make them.
They should be safe, secure, clean, friendly,
accommodating and hospitable. It is a great mistake
to believe that institutions for people with
intellectual disabilities can be absolutely worked out
of the picture. Although many of us would like to
see that occur, the truth is that we will probably
always need one or two institutions - not big ones,
but small ones of the kind I have described.
I believe the arguments for and against institutions
are becoming unbalanced, and that is happening
across governments. It is not a criticism of the
present government any more than it would be a
criticism of the government I was part of. In a sense
we are all expending energy on the future and being
negligent about the present. We are putting all our
energy into saying, 'Things are going to be terrific
when we get to year 10 or 11 of the plan', without
always keeping a very careful eye on what is going
on at present.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Are you talking about
existing institutions?
Hon. C. J. HOGG - Yes. I am sure all members
will agree that while institutions exist they should be
as good as they can pOSSibly be, and that where we
can we move people out of institutions into more
homely sorts of accommodation. If that happened, a
great range of accommodation would be provided.
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I also think it is a mistake to cut back on programs,
be they educational, recreational, or simply social,
because they all facilitate socialisation. I think
activities for people who are in institutions or who
have intellectual disabilities should be afforded
some priority.
It seems that governments everywhere are cutting
back in an attempt to demonstrate how small they
can be; they wear their smallness like badges of
pride. Again, I am not saying it is particularly true of
this government; it is clear that the commonwealth
government is keen to see itself portrayed as a small
government and smaller than its predecessor. It is
already suggesting that a number of services it now
provides should be provided by a different level of
government or somehow provided differently.
Attempts at doing that often result in some of the
wrong things being cut out or sent off in the wrong
direction. Already people in Melbourne North
Province are worried that labour market programs
are under threat - programs which they believe are
effective, which seem to work, and which give
young people a start and help middle-aged people
get back into the work force. Those programs are
being cut and, to be frank, that will result in bad
consequences for many people.

The opposition is also concerned about the way the
tertiary education budget is being handled. I would
do anything if I thought it would strengthen the case
of the universities. I am sure Mr Honeywood, the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training in the
other place, together with the vice-chancellors, is
about to put to the commonwealth what the state
government might do. Members on this side of the
house have always seen education as a great
strength of this state. We believe Victoria's research
and development gives it an intellectual edge over
the other states. It is absolutely vital. Members on
both sides of the house have always argued that the
state should be able to make a case that Canberra
should not take away what we already have but
expand it, if that is pOSSible; that it might
redistribute this state's resources within the state but
that it should certainly not make big cuts.
I would certainly be keen to assist the minister's
efforts in insisting that Victoria keep its share of the
places and its share of the tertiary education budget.
Many members on the opposition side know how
difficult it can be for a state government to negotiate
with a federal government of the same complexion.
The opposition has had some experience of that and
knows it is not always the easiest thing to do.
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Assistance from the opposition side of the
house-Hon. R. I. Knowles interjected.
Hon. C. J. HOGG - There is~ as the minister
points out, the Canberra phenomenon, so it is
always difficult regardless of which party is in
power in Canberra. However, there are serious
budget cuts on the drawing board and education
seems likely to be up for a large share. Because of
the way tertiary places have been distributed,
Victoria is likely to be hit hard. However, the
opposition is keen to ensure that the tertiary
education sector, the training sector and the labour
market sector are not in any way affected.
While I am giving him gratuitous advice, I draw the
attention of the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training to the voluntary student union legislation,
which I notice he looked at last week. He was
quoted in the newspaper as saying he would have a
look at student newspapers given that many
members had said they should be exempted from
the influence of the VSU.
The opposition believes the voluntary student
unionism legislation should be scrapped. Ufe for
students, staff and vice-chancellors was much easier
before the legislation was introduced. The
opposition urges the minister to take a fresh look at
the issue and to consider putting a case to cabinet to
get rid of the legislation altogether. While the
minister is considering that - I concede there may
be some difficulties with that approach - he should
look at the situation faced by student newspapers.
Many young people have had their first goes at
writing, illustrating and editing on student
newspapers, and it is not right that those
newspapers are in danger of being lost. I am sure the
previous minister, the Honourable Haddon Storey,
would have seen that as an unintended consequence
of the legislation, and I am certain he would not
have been happy with the result.
I know student newspapers can go over the top, and
every single member of the opposition would
acknowledge that. However, we also believe that the
good things about student newspapers should
endure. Occasionally, something is done that is
absolutely excessive; but we should try to take a
balanced approach and see the case for student
newspapers in the same way that we see the case for
counselling, theatres and student representation. A
good case can be made for all of them, and I hope
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the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training will
examine all those matters.
The electors of Melbourne North Province are
delighted by the return of democracy to the City of
Moreland. Democracy has also been returned to the
City of Darebin, a tiny bit of which is in my
province; but alas, not even that is true for the cities
of Hume and Whittlesea. However, we are fortunate
that the City of Moreland has a good team of
councillors and an excellent mayor in Cr Mike Hill. I
was certainly alarmed - that is not too strong a
word - to read that the Minister for Planning and
Local Government continues to issue edicts to do
with the capping of rates for the next couple of
years, which is an unfortunate line to be taking.
The government has had a successful run with its
local government agenda, even though there are
many things about it that the opposition has not
liked and has found offensive. The government has
the boundaries it wanted, and the commissioners
have put in place the sorts of things they were
supposed to. However, democracy is now being
returned, and it should be allowed to flourish.
I believe the relationship between local and state
governments ought to be clearly defined. Although
the state government is responsible for introducing
the legislation that creates local government, I do not
believe that makes local councils the creatures of the
state government. They should stand or fall in their
own right. The state government has a role to play in
legislating for, regulating and monitoring certain
aspects; but the government has set a bad precedent
in laying down the law as it has. TItat is having a
huge effect on the way the new municipalities are
developing services and sorting out their priorities.
The recent interventions were most unwarranted,
and I was amazed by them. I had assumed that with
the return to elections in some parts of Victoria local
councils would be allowed to function
democratically. There was real enthusiasm for the
return of local government in our neck of the woods.
Other opposition members would say the same
about their local government elections, which fell so
fortuitously between the federal and state elections.
We all just felt like another election on that middle
Saturday! Nonetheless, the residents and ratepayers
of Moreland and Darebin all raced out to vote. The
people who manned the booths on the Saturday said
there was more enthusiasm for the local government
elections than there was for the federal and state
government elections, which is disappointing for
members in this chamber.
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Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan interjected.
Hon. C. J. HOGG - We should not labour that
point, because it could look like a reflection on a
number of us! However, I too observed that there
was a great deal of enthusiasm for the return of the
local council elections. Mr Power will correct me if I
am wrong, but if memory serves me correctly some
500 or 600 people were there to see the councillors
and the mayor sworn in at Moreland. That is a huge
demonstration of community support. That is what
local government is about. It is not appropriate for
the Minister for Planning and Local Government to
be so heavy handed about the question of rates
within three months of democratically elected
councillors being returned to office. Rates are
important because they have an impact on the
council services that are provided. I feel very keenly
about the minister's edict suggesting as it does that
councillors cannot be trusted to make appropriate
decisions about rates increases.
The people of Melbourne North are talking about a
number of policy issues. They are certainly talking
about local government, and they are delighted with
the way the Moreland council has worked. No doubt
the people of Hume and Whittlesea are looking
forward to the day they elect their councillors.
The people of the northern suburbs continue to
worry about the impact of budget cuts on education,
training and labour market programs. The
opposition continues to be very interested in the
provision of community service.
Also, many people in the northern suburbs continue
to hope and believe that the Labor Party's quota
system for women will get it right in the end. I
believe that by the year 2002 the Labor Party will
have the representation it is determined to achieve.
In fact the Labor Party will have it because the rule
changes will ensure it. Admittedly, it may not be a
topic on everybody's lips in every shopping centre,
but those of us who really believe Parliament will be
enhanced by a proper representation of women 50 per cent or more - will continue to push to make
certain that the targets are reached by the dates that
have been set.
I congratulate all honourable members who have
been returned to this place and especially all the
new members - the two on our side of the house
and the array of new members on the government
side of the house. Clearly the election campaign was
an arduous time for most of us.
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I must thank the people who assisted in my
campaign. We always begin with the lower house
candidates: in my case, Christine Campbell, the
member for Pascoe Vale; John Brumby, the member
for Broadmeadows and Leader of the Opposition;
Peter Batchelor, the member for Thomastown; and
David White, who was a candidate, albeit
unsuccessfully, for Tullamarine. They were all
terrific to work with. One could ask for nothing
more than the degree of teamwork that occurred
during the campaign.

from the Treasurer's economic statement delivered
the following day, 15 May.

I would like to thank Karen Muscat, Ron Spencer
and Ana Mackay who were particularly helpful
during my campaign plus the campaign directors of
all the lower house members and the people who
helped in Drummond Street. It takes a great deal to
put a campaign together and heaven knows you are
relying on the goodwill of your lower house
colleagues a lot of the time. When that goodwill is
forthcoming and given in generous measure it is
terrific and I am delighted to be able to record it.

Not so long ago - in fact in June 1995 - public
debt, according to the Treasurer's economic
statement, was still $32.5 billion. That figure has
been improved with the proceeds of privatisation
amounting to approximately $10.7 billion to a very
much reduced figure of $22 billion. So state debt has
been cut in a short period from $32.5 billion to
$22 billion. It is still a very high figure but the
government is very much on track. State debt in one
year has fundamentally been cut by one-third.

Hon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - It is
with a great degree of pleasure that I rise to make
some comments about the address that was given by
His Excellency the Governor Richard McGarvie on
the opening of Parliament on 14 May. Before doing
so I wish to express the appreciation and sincere
goodwill of the large number of constituents I
represent towards the Governor and Mrs McGarvie
and record our appreciation for their hard work and
the fine way they go about their affairs in the state.

It is important that we understand why that has to
be done: this state has to compete; the world does
not owe us a living; the rest of Australia does not
owe us a living. We have the responsibility here in
this chamber and elsewhere to set the parameters
and guidelines to create the environment for a
vigorous and vibrant economy. We have to compete
with our sister states and with overseas for economic
activities.

I also record the good wishes and goodwill of many
people in my electorate towards Mr President and
congratulate him on his election to the very
important post of President of the Legislative
Council.
The Governor's speech had a number of themes. I
particularly enjoyed listening to the address because
one theme that came through clearly was that it was
a continuation of the consistency the government
had shown in the last Parliament of building on
strengths. I remind honourable members that not so
long ago, as recent as October 1992, this great state
of ours had a current account deficit of almost
$2 billion a year, and with a lot of hard work,
dedication and a great degree of perSistence the
government in the previous Parliament was able to
turn that $2 billion deficit to a 1995-96 headline
surplus of $4.936 billion. That amount includes the
privatisation proceeds but it still has an underlying
surplus of $141.7 million - and I take that figure

That is an amazing achievement, and it came
through in the Governor's speech that rebuilding the
state economy and repositioning, building on
strengths, is very much a theme of this government
and a very important aspect of the work that it will
do in the future. Part of that program is the
privatisation program, and it is important to
examine public debt.

One aspect which is not often talked about but
which is extremely important is the exports index.
Victoria's exports are growing. The March 1996
statistical summary prOVided by the Parliament of
Victoria library has some very interesting
information. In the December 1995 quarter Victorian
exports amounted to $3.825 billion, which was a 12.4
per cent increase over the export performance of the
state for the September 1995 quarter.
If we look at elaborately transformed manufactures
(ETMs), in other words, value adding - the real
work done in this state -since 1987-88 there have
been periods, especially since the election of the
Kennett government in October 1992, where the
rates of ETMs have been as high as 12 per cent
annual growth, and that means jobs. So there is a
direct correlation between economic benefits,
exports and jobs - and those indices are very much
in the right direction.

Financial responsibility and restraint was touched
upon in the Governor's speech. Again the financial
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responsibility and associated necessary restraint was
very much a hallmark and excellent feature of the
government during the 52nd Parliament and will
continue to be very much a feature of good
government in the 53rd Parliament.
Another financial index that is extremely important
to show the good economy that we have been able to
achieve is Victoria's inflation. In the March 1996
quarter the underlying inflation for Victoria was
2.9 per cent compared with 3.7 per cent for inflation
nationally. The differential is crucial in helping
Victoria to compete, to have lower costs and to have
a competitive manufacturing and economic
environment. We should all be proud of the 2.9 per
cent figure compared with the 3.7 per cent national
average.
The government is very much aware of the need to
keep taxes and charges competitive. In addressing
the very difficult financial circumstances the
government inherited in October 1992 it was
necessary for a selected raft of state-driven taxes and
charges to be raised. The government is mindful of
the fact that we must be competitive as a state with
our sister states and as a nation with other countries.
Although taxes in some areas are higher than we
would like them to be we recognise the importance
of competition. The government's approach is to
have high, responsible budget performances
consistent with the lowering of selective taxes as
soon as we can responsibly do so. That will result in
increasing the confidence and growth in the
Victorian economy.
One of the priority targets mentioned in the
Governor's speech is state debt, which is still
$22 billion. We have had a massive one-third
improvement and that is forecast to continue to
improve. The debt-servicing ratio of the State of
Victoria, which is one of the key indices, is very
good and will continue to improve. New South
Wales has a lower state debt than Victoria. The New
South Wales current account budget items mean
that per annum the State of New South Wales has
$1 billion more to spend on government services
and infrastructure than we do before we even start.
This is very much to the forefront of the mind of the
Treasurer and the government and a lot of work is
going on to make sure that our debt-servicing ratio
is improved as rapidly and consistently as possible.
One of the priority targets of the government during
the life of the 53rd Parliament will be the
achievement of a AAA credit rating for this state.
Honourable members will recall that in October
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1992 when the government was elected, the credit
rating of this state was many points below a AAA
rating. For each point below that rating the state has
to pay a premium for funds it borrows in world
banking markets. The government has regularly
stated that its target is a AAA credit rating.
Another priority target mentioned by His Excellency
in his speech on 14 May is to ensure that Victoria has
the necessary social and fiscal infrastructure to make
sure the economy can function well. In his economic
statement on 15 May the Treasurer committed a
consistent 1.25 per cent of GSP to ensure this takes
place. When you consider that the latest available
figures for 1994-95 show that the state GSP is $119
billion, on a per capita basis the figure I mentioned
works out at $26 518 per person, and that is a very
high GSP position for the state. It will be an
important and excellent achievement if the
government is able to apply consistently 1.25 per
cent of GSP as part of the economic profile of the
state. This is all taking place in a climate of job
creation. The government continues looking towards
sustained economic development and growth so
that we can keep our people productively employed
and they can further enrich their quality of life.
As enunciated by His Excellency, during the life of
the 53rd Parliament there will be an expanded
capitals works program, including some
well-publicised, well-understood and extremely
important projects. I refer to the City Link project
with its job creation profile of some 8SOO jobs. Some
4500 of those jobs will be direct and 4000 indirect.
That will make a very important financial
contribution to the economy of this state in the years
immediately ahead.
The development of the Docklands project initially
will be undertaken with private enterprise. The
work the government has done on that project is
extremely important. The new museum, the
reopening of the Regent Theatre, the proposed
Federation Square, and of course the Parliament
House renovations are all part of a pattern with a
diversified profile to keep the economy moving, to
enrich jobs, and to make sure that the people who
are working for and committed to our state are part
of a positive culture and a productive economy.
Since the government took office in late 1992, the
economy has grown by apprOximately 20 per cent in
nominal dollar terms. That achievement over a
relatively short period of three and a half years is
excellent. It is the result of a consistent, targeted and
sincere approach towards encouraging business
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investment For instance, in that time frame the
labour statistics record that 180 000 new private
sector jobs have been created. Unemployment has
tracked downwards from the October 1992
unsatisfactory profile of 12 per cent that was causing
a great deal of concern to the current level of below
9 per cent. Unemployment is something that we
should all try to drive as low as we possibly can. It is
great to see that we have made some substantial
progress on that, although it is not enough.
The Governor touched also on the desire of the
government during the 53rd Parliament to have
further work done towards maintaining our
competent, efficient government sector. We have
engaged in public sector reforms and these will
continue on a selective basis. Services will continue
to be provided efficiently and to give good value to
taxpayers. I am particularly pleased to note in my
area, which is reasonably close to the city as well has
having a large rural element, a number of new
schools. The implementation of the Schools of the
Future program in my area is working very well
indeed in most cases. I am optimistic that further
investment in schools and that program will
continue to provide more good results.
I touch briefly on the expectation that vocational
training will receive considerable attention during
the life of the 53rd Parliament. There will be
continued investment in universities and TAPE
colleges. I am delighted with the progress being
made with the TAPE college at Rosebud. The area
faces tough transportation constraints, and to have
the TAPE college advance so rapidly at Rosebud is a
real delight. It is bringing a lot of good results and
expectations to that community.
Victoria is a smart, technologically advanced
community. We are applying technology in as many
places as we can. We are teaching technology in the
universities and encouraging the application of
technology in TAPE. We are encouraging our
companies to acquire world competitive
technolOgies. The government's often-stated aim is
to make Victoria the smart state. We want to make
sure that we can compete on any terms with the best
in the world. We can and must continue to do so.
We must acquire and use the very best technology.
This whole area is extremely important. I was
delighted to hear the Governor mention that the
government is mindful of the need to foster
vocational training. It must ensure that technology is
very much to the fore in vocational training, VCE
courses and other courses across the whole
education spectrum.
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The government encourages women to take their
place in society and the work force and it will
continue to improve their access to training. Women
will be encouraged to balance their careers and their
families to make sure that those who wish to make a
contribution to society, to business and to the
cultural life of this state can do so without their
families suffering as a result The government will
take a positive and constructive attitude to
enhancing their opportunities in public sector
appointments wherever possible. Recent figures
show that substantial numbers of women are
already reaching into the upper echelons of the
public service.
Women's health will continue to receive the
attention it should, and I am pleased to see that the
breast cancer screening programs in conjunction
with commonwealth programs are continuing. That
important aspect of women's health is to be
supported. I am delighted to see the addition of five
women members of parliament. As the Minister for
Small Business said, they are warmly welcomed.
They are excellent people who were elected on merit
and they deserve all the encouragement and support
we can give them. The last thing I should like to say
in the context of women - and it was mentioned in
the Governor's speech -is that the government is
mindful of addressing domestic violence. The
services that are required to assist women and
families will continue to receive attention and be
improved where needed.
The Governor briefly mentioned the Premier's Drug
Advisory Council report, which will be discussed by
honourable members in this house on Friday. His
Excellency said the government was aware of the
impact of drugs on our society.
In the next four years $600 million will be spent on
new health services. Hospitals will be linked with
the best technology we can provide Telemedicine -which has enormous positive
ramifications for people in a state with geographical
features like those in Victoria where medical
expertise is concentrated in or near the city but a
large percentage of the population lives in other
parts of the state. With the use of new technology
such as Telemedicine we can bring the best of our
medical technology to people throughout the state.
People need this service and they deserve it.

Mental health services will continue to receive
additional support. There has been a bipartisan
approach towards the deinstitutionalisation of
mental health services. As Mrs Hogg said, it is
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unfortunately not possible to do away totally with
institutions. However, the institutions that remain
will be properly funded and professionally run and
they will provide high quality services to the people
who unfortunately need them.
During the 52nd Parliament the government's track
record on the environment was responsible. In his
speech His Excellency foreshadowed that the
successful and fine programs introduced by the
government during that Parliament will continue.
We are mindful of salinity management, Landcare,
Coast Watch and the quality of water around the
major bays of Victoria. Port Phillip Bay and Western
Port are important large stretches of water with
sophisticated ecological requirements and
conservation needs.
In the Somers area in my electorate the government

has treated conservation issues with sensitivity and
care, especially when dealing with erosion near the
Somers Yacht Club. The work it has done in the past
12 months or so has led to a happy and successful
result. Much work and thought has been put into the
bayside area along the MOmington Peninsula
between Mount Martha and Portsea. I am sure, after
listening to the Governor's speech, that the climate is
right for the Rosebud foreshore to receive
appropriate attention. I shall work closely with the
minister towards that end. All this work is needed
for the continued protection of the ecology of Port
Phillip Bay. Not long before the election an
announcement was made that water quality in Port
Phillip Bay and Western Port was of extreme
concern. Since then announcements have been made
about commercial fishing, the enhancement of our
beaches, the needs of coastal communities and
Landcare strategies.
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The Governor alluded to the introduction of major
legislation including the removal of the surcharge on
Workcover premiums, the establishment of a
Parliament House Completion Authority, changes to
the legal profession and, interestingly, the
establishment of a Victorian-managed insurance
authority. Children's services will be enhanced and
there will be amendments to a whole variety of
legislation such as child protection, employee
relations, City Link and so forth.
The government supports private enterprise. It
supports small business and training and small
business and jobs - the two are linked and they are
vital. An example of the many excellent
organisations that link and help small business and
provide training can be found in my electorate. I am
privileged to have in my electorate the Jobsnet and
Southnet organisations, which perform such an
excellent job. They are typical of organisations that
work with the public and the private sector to train
people and to remind the job market to ensure that
people and opportunities are matched. Southnet and
Jobsnet are good examples of organisations doing an
excellent job for people.
Within the South Eastern Province, which I am
blessed to represent, tourism is one of the stars of
our galaxy. On the Momington Peninsula, in
particular, that is characterised by beautiful
countrySide dotted with wineries. Announcements
have been made recently regarding Phillip Island
and the upgrading of the Nobbies. It is extremely
exciting, and the detailed work done by small
businesses in the tourism area in the years ahead
will be so beneficial that it will make a tremendous
contribution to the overall Victorian economy.
In the area of local government the reforms will

I shall briefly touch on communications. My
background is in electronic and electrical
engineering and I have known for many years that
Victoria has a strong lead in the telecommunications
industry. Companies within Victoria are at the
forefront of telecommunications and
communications engineering. We live in an
information age and I am sure that the technology
strategy being implemented by the government will
benefit Victorian companies and Victorian people.
Multimedia and telecommunications programs are
under way and over the next two or three years it
will be exciting to watch our economic progress
which will be based on a sound information
technology base. Information is the key to the future.
Victoria can be a leader on the information highway,
and that will certainly benefit us all.

continue. Elections are expected to come in on
schedule in March 1997. I believe compulsory
competitive tendering has to continue. It has been
legislated for, it will be supervised and it should
continue. Since the council amalgamation process
there has been a 17.7 per cent reduction in rates
overall, which is worth $263 million in rate value
alone in 1995-96. The government will continue to
give clear leadership to the local government sector,
and it is interesting that those guidelines are being
understood.
In the investment area Victoria is now positioned to

take excellent advantage of the hardships we have
had to endure during the last three years. We are a
strong and improving economy and a smart society.
We have access to good technology, and I was
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absolutely delighted to read the figures in the
statistical summary information from the
parliamentary library stating that in 1988-89
Victorian companies invested $8.5 billion in the
state, and the latest figures indicate that Victorian
companies invested $13 billion in the 1994-95
financial year. They are the most recent figures, but
that increase is a translation of business confidence
in the government, which augurs well for the future.
1 shall conclude by reading a small but important
part of the speech of His Excellency the Governor:
Parliament, as the supreme law-giving body of the
state, is requested to grant the essential early passage of
the legislation put before it during this session to
complete the task of establishing the foundation for
dynamic growth in Victoria in the century ahead.

That is what we are all about. We are recovering
from the past and positioning Victoria to take
advantage of the future. As legislators in this
wonderful state of ours, we have the responsibility
of ensuring that we build a firm foundation and
underlying strength in our economy so we can move
forward with even more confidence.
The 52nd Parliament was a great success for the
people of Victoria. The 53rd Parliament will be even
more successful. Let's keep Victoria on the move.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE (Melbourne)-I
congratulate you, Mr President, on your election as
President of the Legislative Council, and Mr Hall, as
Chairman of Committees. While 1 am in a
congratulatory mood, 1 take the opportunity to
congratulate the state and federal governments and
all other governments on their response to the Port
Arthur tragedy. I express my condolences to the
relatives and to the victims of that tragedy.
However, it is a pity that it took such a tragedy to
bring any real response on gun laws.
Over a long period conservative governments
throughout the country have been very
obstructionist on gun law reform, and Victoria has
been incredibly so. The gun lobby has been
extremely successful in pressuring political parties
not to tighten gun laws.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan -Including the Labor
Party!
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - There is some truth in
that, but not in Victoria. However, it is a pity that
current moves did not happen prior to Hoddle

Tuesday. 28 May 1996

Street, Queen Street or the Fawkner incident. If they
had been taken earlier those events may not have
occurred.
I have never quite understood why political parties
in the past have not made it a common cause to
reform gun laws because, in reality, if there had
been a genuine will to do so the gun lobby would
have been marginalised. It seems to me that the
course now set upon is bound to margina1ise those
people.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - 1 hope you are right
and 1 hope the Labor Party joins in seeing that it
happens. We'll wait and see, won't we?
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - It is true to say that had
such a pOSition been adopted in the past a
substantial number of people would not have been
deliberately or accidentally killed.
I have long been an advocate of stronger gun control
and proper education in safety for those in genuine
need of firearms, because one has to concede that
there are those in the community with a genuine
need for guns.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Do you have one?
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - 1 have used one, but 1
have never owned one. People on rural properties
from time to time need guns to put down injured or
sick animals or to deal with feral animal pests. 1
have a fair understanding of that because although I
may now be a city dweller that was not always so. 1
was brought up in Melton which was not part of the
urban sprawl at the time; it was a small rural
community. I subsequently lived in Bacchus Marsh
for a number of years, so I do have some
understanding of rural life and of guns.
On reflection, in my teenage years my friends and 1
had ready access to guns and probably were not as
responsible in using them as we should have been. It
was a shame we had such ready access to those guns.

Hon. Rosemary Varty interjected.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - That may be true,
Mrs Varty. It is all very well raising that issue today
when it is uppermost in everyone's mind; it is
another matter to consider it in the context of the
1950s and 196Os, which was a different era.
Two incidents have influenced my view about guns.
I recall when I was a teenager a friend of mine
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bringing along to Exford weir near Melton one of his
friends who was a member of either the armed
forces or the army reserve and who had a .303 rifle
and a substantial amount of ammunition. On
reflection it was unwise of him to allow a group of
teenage boys access to that weapon. One of my
friends took the rifle and fired across the weir at a
dabchick. If he had hit the bird there would have
been nothing left of it. We were unaware until
someone yelled out that the shot had almost hit a
person on the other side of the weir. It could have
been a tragic incident

right to bear arms mentioned in the Australian
constitution.

Some years later my brother-in-law was managing a
property in the Exford area. On one occasion when
the son of the owners of the property had gone
rabbiting and were returning to the farmhouse a rifle
went off while they were climbing through a fence,
tragically killing one of the party. That sort of thing
inevitably occurs and when it does it is a tragedy for
the person in charge of the rifle, for the person who
is killed and for relatives of that person -it is a
tragedy all round. Those sorts of incidents have
given me a hatred of guns. It is true that guns are
manufactured principally for killing and I believe
access to them is too easy and widespread.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Come on, you could
see they were smart from their appearances on
television!

All governments should be prepared to stand firm in
the face of pressure from the gun lobby - and there
will be plenty of it!
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan -All parties!
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - Yes, Mr Hartigan,
everyone. We have all seen television footage of
meetings of shooters groups in Queensland. We
have all heard them talking about spilling blood in
Canberra. We have all heard them advocating that
people hide their guns to ensure they do not lose
them. We have all heard them saying there is a need
for people to maintain their guns because in the case
of an emergency we may have to defend the
country! If that is the case, why do we have the
armed forces? We have all heard them talk about the
constitutional right to bear arms. I do not know
anything about this constitutional right to bear arms.
I challenge anyone to show me where there is any

Hon. R. A. Best - They have been reading the
American literature.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - That is right, Mr Best,
those people have been getting advice from the
American gun lobby and using that information to
promote their cause. They are not very smart people.
People who use that as an argument in this country
cannot be very smart.

Hon. D. T. WALPOLE -One individual said it
was a pity people did not have more access to guns
because if that were the case one of the people in the
cafe at Port Arthur may have been able to shoot the
person who was slaughtering others. I am not sure
that the relatives of people caught up in the crossfire
in such a situation would be consoled by the fact
they their relatives were not shot deliberately but
were caught up in collateral damage! It seems to me
the last people who should be allowed to hang on to
their guns are the people of whom I have been
talking. Based on their comments they are not fit
people to have the privilege of owning a gun.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The time has arrived
for this house to meet with the Assembly in the
Assembly chamber to choose a person to hold the
place in the Senate rendered vacant by the
resignation of Senator the Honourable Gareth John
Evans, QC, and to recommend members for
appointment to the councils of Deakin University,
Monash University, Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, Swinburne University of Technology,
Victoria University of Technology and Latrobe
University, and to elect members of Parliament to
the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
Debate interrupted.
Sitting suspended 5.55 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT - Order! I have to report that
this house met with the Legislative Assembly this
day to choose a person to hold the place in the
Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator
the Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC, to
recommend members for appointment to the
councils of Deakin University, Monash University,
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology and
Swinburne University of Technology, Victoria
University of Technology and La Trobe University
and to elect members of Parliament to the Victorian
Health Promotion Foundation, and that Stephen
Michael Conroy was chosen to hold the vacant place
in the Senate; the Honourable Ian James Cover,
MLC, and Ms Mary Jane Gillett, MP, were chosen to
be recommended for appointment as members of
the Deakin University council for the term ending on
30 June 1998; the Honourable Andrew Ronald
Brideson, MLC, and Mr Hong Lirn, MP, were chosen
to be recommended for appointment as members of
the Monash University council for the term ending
on 9 December 1999; the Honourable Ronald
Alexander Best, MLC, was chosen to be
recommended for appointment as a member of the
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology council for
the term ending on 31 December 1998; the
Honourable Sang Minh Nguyen, MLC, and the
Honourable Rosemary Varty, MLC, were chosen to
be recommended for appointment as members of
the Swinburne University of Technology council for
the term ending on 31 December 1998; the
Honourable Ronald Alexander Best, MLC, Mr
Bemard Thomas Christopher Finn, MP, and the
Honourable Jean McLean, MLC, were chosen to be
recommended for appointment as members of the
Victoria University of Technology council for the
term ending on 18 April 1998; the Honourable
Elizabeth Jeanette Powell, MLC, was chosen to be
recommended for appointment as a member of the
La Trobe University council for the term ending on
31 December 1999; and the Honourable Gerald Barry
Ashman, MLC, and Mrs Janet Tindale Calder
Wilson, MP, were elected to the Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation for a term ending on
19 October 1996 and a three-year term commencing
on 23 May 1996 respectively.
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Hon. D. T. WALPOLE (Melbourne) -Prior to
the suspension of the sitting I was putting on the
record some of my concerns about the gun debate. A
comic strip in the Age of 11 May goes to the heart of
one of my major concerns about the availability of
guns in the community.
The comic ship is based on a person entering a gun
shop and seeking to buy a gun. The shop owner
says, 'Can I help you?' and the customer says, 'Yes, I
would like to buy a nice new shiny rifle'. The vendor
says, 'Certainly, but first I have to ask a few
questions to make sure your character is suitable.
There are a lot of crazies out there. The customer
says, 'Fire away'.
The vendor says, 'Question 1: if you have an
argument with someone do you control your
temper, or shoot him?'. His answer is: 'control my
temper'.
The vendor then says, 'Question 2: if you play a
game of tennis with someone and you lose do you
shake their hand and congratulate him, or shoot
him?'. His answer is: 'shake hands and congratulate
him'.
The vendor says, 'Good. Finally, question 3: if you
are in a crowded bus and you see someone and take
an immediate dislike to him do you dismiss it as a
silly prejudice and forget it, or shoot him?'. The
customer says, 'Shoot him'.
The vendor then says, 'Okay,let's see, you got
question 1 right, question 2 right and question 3
wrong. The correct answer was the first.
Congratulations, you got 2 out of 3, which is 66 per
cent, so you passed'. The customer says, 'Great, I
will take that big black one'. As he goes out the door
with the gun the shopowner says 'Perhaps you
should take a taxi home, those buses are awfully
crowded'. The customer replies: 'don't worry, I'm
sure I will be able to handle the situation'.
Obviously those circumstances will not happen, but
I am concerned about proposed legislation that will
provide in certain circumstances for people to obtain
licences for semi-automatic or automatic guns. I
want to ensure that those weapons are issued only
by the appropriate people. I am not sure who that
should be, perhaps the local police. I want the
Parliament to impose shict guidelines to ensure that
anyone who seeks to purchase such weapons will
not get them without being seen to be a proper
person with a genuine need and a demonstrated
responsibility. It is essential that those criteria be
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properly fulfilled. It is true that no legislation can be
100 per cent effective but the course proposed by the
government must be a major step forward.
I agree with the proposal to increase the Medicare
levy. The buy-back proposal is an excellent
proposition. I am extremely happy to pay an
increased levy particularly if it prevents a
gun-related accident. I commend the government for
its position on this matter. I further commend it for
listening to the community. 'That is a novel thing for
the government. I hope it continues, but I will not
hold my breath. Nevertheless, well done. I say: don't
back off. I would like the government to continue
down the path it is following.
The other matter I wish to raise concerns the method
of electing people into the Legislative Council and
the representation that that voting method produces.
Many people in this society are of the view that the
Legislative Council is something of an irrelevant
institution. This view is reinforced by the lopsided
composition of the house at the moment with
34 members on the government benches and only 10
members on this side of the house. Other states in
the commonwealth use a preferential system for
election to the lower house but they do not use the
same system of election to the upper house. The
tradition of using the same method for election to
the upper and lower houses is peculiar to Victoria.
Any fair-minded person who took the trouble to
compare the results of the wishes of Victorian
electors as expressed by the percentages of the votes
gained by all political parties at the last two state
elections against the actual outcome in seats gained
in the Legislative Council would have to conclude
that the system is far from fair and democratic. That
there are any fair-minded people on the government
side is something I am not prepared to concede.
Hon. Andrew Brideson interjected.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - Mr Brideson raised the
question of boundaries. I am not talking about
boundaries; I am talking about the system of
election. I have looked at the results of the last two
elections, in 1992 and 1996. I have done some
calculations on those elections as to what would
have occurred had proportional representation been
the method of election to this house, rather than the
system we operate under now.
Hon. Andrew Brideson - You may not be here.
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Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - That may well be true,
but at least the voting would have been fair and
democratic.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - I knew it would bring
you lot out of the woodwork! Of course a number of
forms of proportional representation could be
applied, but if you base the results on a pure PR
system, then you apply the percentage of votes
gained by any particular party to the number of
representatives returned. I have done a few figures. I
am not the best mathematician in the world, but I
am certainly capable of doing this calculation. If one
looks at the method of election and one takes into
consideration that 22 members are elected to the
house, on a PR basis, the quota for a seat is 4.55 per
cent.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan interjected.
The PRESIDENT - Order! There is just too
much audible conversation. I ask honourable
members who insist on talking to perhaps go
outside and do so, and allow Mr Walpole to
continue.
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - As I said, the quota
would be 4.55 per cent per member, based on
22 members in the house. If you apply that to the
1992 election, the result would be as follows: the
Liberal Party, having gained 43.4 per cent, would
have 9.57 per cent of the quota. If one rounds that
off, that would have resulted in 10 seats to the
Liberal Party, rather than the 14 which is actually
what resulted.
The ALP, with 38.56 per cent of the vote, would
have had 8.48 per cent, which would round out to
nine seats, rather than the five that actually resulted.
The National Party -and this is where it really goes
downhill- at 8.74 per cent, which is 1.92 per cent of
the quota, would have got two seats rather than the
three it actually got.
Unfortunately, the Democratic Labor Party, which
polled 4.54 per cent at the 1992 election, would have
got 1 per cent of the quota and therefore one seat.
The odd thing about that, of course, is that the DLP
got such a high vote at the 1992 election. I assume it
was because in the 1992 election the Democrats ran a
candidate in only one seat and therefore those who
chose not to vote for any of the major parties had to
look elsewhere to put their vote and gave it to the
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DLP, because on that occasion the Democrats polled
only 0.31 per cent of the vote.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - This is a highly
theoretical debate!
Hon. D. T. WALPOLE - It is, Mr Hartigan.
The vote secured by the DLP might be confirmed by
the subsequent election in 19%, when the Democrats
put up candidates in a number of seats and got
5.72 per cent of the vote and the DLP vote collapsed
to 1.58 per cent - which is appropriate, I suggest.
Applying the same fonnula to the March 1996
election, the result would have been as follows: the
Liberal Party, with 43.95 per cent, would have got
9.67 of the quota, resulting in 10 seats; the ALP, with
40.47 per cent, would have had 8.9 per cent of the
quota and that would have resulted in nine seats; the
National Party, with 6.58 per cent of the vote, a
quota of 1.45, to be generous to them would have
got two seats; and the Democrats, with 5.72 per cent,
which is 1.26 per cent of the quota, would have got
one seat. The DLP ran very poorly.
As I said, I am being generous to the National Party
because depending on the system of election, it is
quite possible, of course, because of the marginal
difference between the Democrats and the National
Party, that the Democrats might have picked up an
additional seat.
So when one looks at the 1996 election, one sees that
the ALP, with 40.47 per cent of the vote, got five
seats in the house; and the Liberal Party, with only
3.48 per cent more of the vote, won 14 seats, which is
almost three times as many seats for a marginally
higher vote.

Even more outrageous is any comparison one makes
with the ALP result and the National Party result.
With only 16.26 per cent of the primary vote of the
Labor Party, the National Party won three seats to
the Labor Party's five - that is, it won 60 per cent of
the number of seats that the Labor Party won. If
anyone can show me that there is anything fair and
democratic in that, I'll go he.
The result means that each National Party vote is
valued in excess of six ALP votes. Is that
democratic? I think not, Mr President. It is as
democratic as the system that operated during the
Bjelke-Petersen regime in Queensland and benefits
the National Party in this house in much the same
way as it did in Queensland.

Tuesday, 28 May 1996

Honourable members will recall, I am sure, Paul
Keating referring to the Senate as WU"epresentative
swill. I do not know about the swill part of that
particular comment, Mr President, but the
unrepresentative part most certainly applies to this
house. How can this house ever expect to be seen as
relevant or indeed to have any legitimacy when the
method of election produces such a cockeyed result,
which does not in any way reflect the intent of the
electors and indeed could be seen to be in utter
contempt of their wishes?
That appalling system of voting has resulted in a
34-t0-10 majority for the coalition in this house. If a
proportional representation system had been in
operation the balance would have been more like
20 Liberal, 18 Labor, 4 National, 1 Democrat and
1 DLP, a majority of 4 for the government. That
would have at least reflected the desire of the
electorate and would still have given the
government a working majority.
I raise this matter not in any hope or expectation that
those opposite will be prepared to give up their
privileged pOSition or that they will be prepared to
entertain any moves to democratise this house;
indeed, based on the actions of this government over
the previous tenn, democracy is something for
which it has scant regard.
I have confined my comments about the operations
of this house purely to the question of
representation. Many other matters need to be
addressed and changes need to be made if this
house is to be seen as relevant and vital rather than
Simply a clone of the other place that the
government can treat with contempt by ramming
through legislation with no regard for the views of
the opposition, which represents more than 40 per
cent of the electors.
In conclusion, the proper refonn of this house
should be genuinely examined. To this end I

recommend that honourable members read the
article by Brian Costar, associate professor of politics
at Melbourne University, which was reported on
page 13 of the Age of 20 May.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - Mr
President, I take the opportunity of congratulating
you upon your reappointment as President of this
important chamber. I also take the opportunity of
congratulating members of Parliament on both sides
of the house on their election.
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I wish to address some of the issues of importance to
the state that were mentioned in the Governor's
speech. Other speakers have adverted to the fact that
we are looking forward to the close of the century.
We go into this term of government after having
undertaken the difficult tasks of restoring some
balance to the state's finances.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous -Did you say sale of
the century?
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Theophanous
should listen, and he should hesitate to engage me in
a battle of wits when he comes to the battle half
armed. I know the Labor Party elects its members on
a sale-of-the-century basis because all the evidence
suggests that is the case. However, in referring to the
Governor's address I wish to point out that it is
fairly clear that in its first four years of office the
Kennett government was faced with a significant
task. We have achieved the first of the objectives that is, to stabilise the state's economic performance
- and we are now looking at a small operating
surplus. Although we are still not dealing with
depreciation and other fixed expenditure we are
making progress in that area. We are moving
towards the stage where in the next four years we
can expect to attack the lack of competitiveness not
only domestically but also internationally.
In that regard I was listening to the gracious speech
of Mrs Hogg and her concern about various spheres
of school activity. She referred to what she saw as
the need to provide more specialist services. The
changes and reforms the government has introduced
are starting to establish a more flexible attitude
within school communities.

Some of the areas for which I am responsible in the
Geelong Province, especially the Geelong North area
which was so sadly deprived during the 10 years of
Labor government, are now enjoying the
government's investment in new facilities. For
instance, the government has spent approximately
$1 million in providing some measure of equity in
fixed buildings at the Lara and Lara Lake primary
schools.
I have a particular concern and interest in special
schools and am pleased that the government has
made funds available to many of them. For instance,
Nelson Park special school has received additional
capital expenditure to assist the school community
to deal with deserving and demanding pupils. More
good news is that the principal and teachers at
Nelson Park special school are developing

innovative methods to give deprived children every
opportunity to socialise and integrate more fully
into the community. Those people are doing an
outstanding job. They are promoting some of their
new ideas at other schools and are inviting schools
in the normal stream of education and special
schools elsewhere to use Nelson Park as some
measure of what can be done.
A great deal of change in the culture of schools is
taking place. Initiatives are being shown by school
communities, not only by the parents but also by
teachers and principals. The changes the
government has put in place have encouraged and
promoted more innovative and effective educational
processes. The government is trying to provide a
curriculum that will equip our children of the
primary and secondary schools to enjoy life and to
make their own contributions not only to their own
welfare but also to the welfare of the state and the
continual development in its intellectual
infrastructure.
Much of the waste in the school system has been
eliminated and the capital investment and
refurbishment that was lacking for so long is now
taking place.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Nardella
might be able to tell us about the number of teachers
who were not being used and the number of
employees in the administrative bureaucracy which
the Labor Party was perfectly happy to have. One
remembers how fully paid members of the trade
union movement bailed out and went up to their
mates in Canberra in the hope that they could
continue to hold to ransom the parents, children and
public of Victoria. Fortunately there are enough
good teachers with profesSional attitudes who are
starting to make the changes.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr Nardella
should not talk to me about what was done when
the Labor Party was in government. Does he
remember the compulsory subject, Australian
studies? It was designed to promote the Labor Party
as the saviour of Australia. The Labor Party was
clear in its objectives and a whole generation of
schoolchildren was blighted. We have turned that
around and we are starting to see some of the
benefits flow through as children move from those
schools and go into tertiary education.
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I agree with some of the things Mrs Hogg had to say
about Kew Cottages. I would only observe that this
is not a new problem; it is a problem that has been
around for a very long while. There will always be a
lack of resources that will satisfy those people who
are most closely associated with the patients and the
people attempting to handle the facilities. I think we
are making some progress; to be perfectly frank, I
would like to see us making more, because I happen
to agree that those people cannot look after
themselves and they need special attention.
I point out - members would be well aware of this
because it was announced in the Governor's
speech - that we are planning to spend $100 million
over the next four years on providing some support
for carers. I think that will provide some relief to the
people who are presently charged with the
responsibility of looking after these most difficult of
patients - and I think it is fair to say that in many
cases they are women who probably bear the major
burden of that support. So I am pleased to see that
the government is making a contribution to
diminishing the demands we make upon those
people, because it is indeed a very serious and
demanding situation.
As to the other issues that are important to us, I
want to contrast some of the things that have been
done as part of the government's overall policies.
Honourable members will remember that in our first
term of government we reformed local government.
I think that has been demonstrably beneficial, and I
think Mrs Hogg had the good grace to say that many
of those changes were the sorts of changes that any
responsible politician would welcome.
Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I do not think I am
paraphrasing her incorrectly.
Hon. Bill Forwood - You are paraphrasing with
a little bit of liberty.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Mr President, I am
particularly happy to get to the point - just wait!
When local government has settled down and, more
importantly, when we start to realise that one of the
objectives of government today in an open economy
is to make sure that we are capable of spending the
money we spend without destroying the sources of
that funding, we will develop. Local government
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has just as much responsibility in developing the
economy of Victoria and of Australia as have the
state and federal governments.
These days, particularly in those cities - and I will
have to be careful here so I do not offend the
previous Minister for Local Government - which
have the misfortune to be operating under the
capital improved value system, councillors are
tempted to raise rates and pass the burden on to
industry and commerce, and that, quite frankly, is
an unwise short-term policy. The evidence is clear:
that this has been one of the efforts. So from my
viewpoint I am happy to see the Minister for Local
Government continue to apply a cap - certainly
local government is a creature of the state. We have
a responsibility to ensure that local councils buckle
down to the task we all have to meet, and they
cannot contemplate a position where they argue that
they are free of that responsibility. Some of the
statements made by representatives of some of the
new councils make you wonder whether they have
been listening over the past two years or whether
they are like my friends on the opposite benches and
are not listening, or if they are, they are not
understanding what they are being told.
I am pleased to see that in health we are attempting
to do what concerned you, Mrs Hogg. We are
attempting to produce more quality services at a
lower cost. I do not know why you contemplate this
as a problem. You do not measure the standard of
living by the proportion of the GDP which is applied
to government expenditure; you measure it by the
services. It really does not matter too much whether
the services are being provided by government
instrumentalities, or being provided as part of the
normal process of private enterprise responding to a
market need. The idea that because Denmark spends
45 per cent of the GDP on government services and
we spend 32 per cent, that that in some way
represents a significant difference in the standard of
living, is nonsense and a failw"e to lmderstand the
realities of the system. Many of the services that
Denmark provides through the government, we
provide through private enterprise and are
purchased, and quite frankly, many of the services
which are provided in the high-tax countries are
provided to the middle class who can well afford to
pay for them. A lack of focus and a capture of
government expenditure by the middle class are big
problems of many of the so-called social
democracies in Europe -and they are starting to
pay for it in rising unemployment and in the balance
of payments. So do not get too excited about the
proportion of the taxpayers' money - the
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proportion of GDP that is spent on public services.
The more important issue is what you get for it.
The second issue is one I urge all members to
contemplate. We have a responsibility as responsible
administrators of the public funds to attempt to
provide better quality services by a more
imaginative government. 1his idea that you can only
measure the quality and quantity of services by the
amount of money you spend on them is an
extremely dangerous approach, and the Labor Party
will suffer very severely if it does not learn this
lesson. You know very well, Mrs Hogg, because you
have been in government and have been a minister,
that when you are establishing priorities it is
absolutely important that you spend money Wisely.
You do not measure the quality and value of
services on the basis of the numbers of dollars you
spent this year over those you spent last year.
I must tell you that when I first was elected I
attended the meetings of our local hospital board. I
asked them at one stage, 'How are you funded?'.
They said, 'Oh, we are funded by the state'. I said,
'On what basis?'. They said, 'We are funded by the
state.' I said, 'Does it vary?'. They said, 'Yes, it varies
from year to year, according to what the
government's policy is with respect to health'.
I automatically concluded they meant on a
per-patient basis. However, I found out that it had
nothing to do with that. They got an amount of
money completely unrelated to the services they
provided. I suggest to those members sitting on the
opposition benches that that is a very bad way to
run a public hospital system. Does anybody disagree
with that? No, they do not. We sat down to look at a
case-mix funding system, and it is starting to
produce real benefits. For example, we are starting
to move away from measuring the effectiveness of
the public health system on the number of beds and
the amount of bricks and mortar. We are starting to
recognise that there have been great changes in
technology and that it is desirable to keep people in
hospital for as little time as possible rather than a
long time. These are not resort hotels, and you are
more likely to get an illness in there. You have to
understand that, regardless of what ideology you
follow, the objective of this exercise - Hon. Pat Power - Ask Vin Heffeman whether
what you are saying is true.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Vin Heffeman?
Why would I ask Vin Heffeman?
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Hon. Pat Power - I rest my case.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - You can rest your
case anywhere you like, as long as it is not over here.
But the fact is that the lead shown by the Victorian
government will be the lead that is adopted by the
other states - make no mistake about it - and it
will be adopted because it meets one of the major
tests of good government: are you spending the
taxpayers' money wisely?
Now the Labor opposition must sit back and say
that the one thing it knows for sure that it did
during its 10 years of government was to spend the
taxpayers' money unwisely.
I also heard Mrs Hogg say that you should not
sacrifice the present for the future. On the other
hand, I do not think you should sacrifice the future
for the present, either. I do not think you go and
borrow money you do not have merely to win an
election or make yourself popular. In fact, the money
you spend for the present should be enhancing the
future. So the money you spend on the present time
should be designed to ensure that it benefits future
generations. Again, that is an area which we
understand clearly and which the opposition
benches have failed demonstrably - by definition,
by the evidence that exists - to understand.
Your colleagues in Canberra failed by the same
margin to understand it. What have they done?
They have left an $8 billion hole; about the same as
you characters picked up - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - So you have learnt
nothing; you continue to do it.
Hon. M. M. Gould interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - What was that?
Hon. D. A. Nardella - The Costello con.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - The Costello con?
No, you do not have to talk to Mr Costello to
understand that what you did in Victoria, you did in
Canberra. Why would that be difficult to
understand? You people are unable to discharge the
responsibility of government. I heard Mr Walpole
worrying about the highly theoretical position that
we have a majority of 34 to 10 in the Council. Quite
apart from the fact that it is aesthetically more
desirable, the reality is that this house is popularly
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elected, is not elected on any sort of gerrymander,
and the people show a definite understanding of the
process. And the reality is that that is not only my
view, but the view of Mr Steedman and of Mr
Di Gregorio. You do not deserve to be there,
according to that pair!
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An honourable member interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - How would you
know?
Hon. M. M. Gould - What subject choices?
What retention rates?

Hon. Bill Forwood interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - 1 notice that
Mr Di Gregorio is a bit like me. They said, 'Who do
you think should retire or resign'.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN -He said, 'Read
Steedman's letter'. There is no question about the
attitude of your own people towards what is
happening. If you really want to improve your
numbers, improve your game.
The Governor has put forward a good outline of the
government's objectives, which are reasonable: to
continue the process of establishing a financial
situation where the government can pay for
continuing capital investment, both social and
intellectual, and to establish a situation where"
Victoria can start to restore its competitive pOSition
to something comparable with those of the other
states and, more importantly, internationally.
Victoria is moving in a direction which is quite
reasonable and free of ideology.
1 sit and listen to the nonsense being spouted by
Mr Walpole, who is worried about an electoral
process, when who in their right mind would want
him to lecture on it? Opposition members must live
in some sort of time warp or be illiterate, because
nobody in their right mind would have anything to
do with them. It may be that some people did not
want them to feel too depressed. 1 think there are
people out there who are concerned about whether
members opposite can cope with rejection, and they
are having great difficulty: they are sitting there
sulking and asking, 'What if?'. Their leader is even
more fanciful. He sits down and bags three or four
people. The opposition talks about Mr Hayward,
saying that he apparently is incapable of making a
contribution to the zoo board - a senior executive
in General Motors with a law degree who ran the
second largest budget in this state. He made the
most Significant changes to the education process in
20 years, and did it very well and very effectively!
The only thing that really upset the opposition is
that the government has a better education system.

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I hope the
government has reduced the number of subject
choices. 1 hope it has got away from ceramics and
photography and flower arranging. 1 regret to say
that for the 10 years the Labor Party was in
government most of the evidence points to resulting
illiteracy and innumeracy, which may not be a
problem for its members.
Hon. M. M. Gould - The Governor's speech
says:
Emphasis will be placed on training for the workplace,
improving accessibility to apprenticeships and
significantly widening the opportunity for young
people to undertake the VCE course ...

You know you stuffed it up, yet the Governor is
saying in his report that the government will fix it
up.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Who is saying?
Hon. M. M. Gould - The Governor says he will
widen the VCE choice because you reduced it to the
point where there are insufficient choices available.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - We are widening
the opportunities by offering real, highly specified
courses.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Do you know what you
are talking about?
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - 1 certainly do. One
of my great disappOintments is that regrettably 1 am
better educated than almost everybody younger
than me, and that certainly goes for everybody
sitting across that side of the house! The government
does have to lift its game in education.
Unfortunately we have enough educated people on
this side of the house to see that that happens. The
concerns of the opposition did not lie with
education; its ideological objectives in education
failed miserably.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - What is the retention rate,
Bill?

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Tuesday. 28 May 1996

COUNCIL

Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - What does the
retention rate have to do with anything when
everybody passes their exams? The retention rate
has been a Labor farce. The opposition when in
power bought the retention rate; it did not teach
anybody anything. Your people bought the retention
rate, Nardella, to hide youth unemployment!
Hon. Bill Forwood - No jobs, stay at school.
That was Labor's answer.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN -It is typical of the
Labor Party: say one thing and do another. Labor's
interest in the working-class people is measured by
the level of unemployment it is prepared to sustain
in this state. Its disinterest in working-class people is
measured by the fact that it would rather pump up
the public sector work forces because they pay
union fees than generate the sort of work that would
produce a real product and a real income. Labor's
complete and utter failure at the state and federal
level is measured in the figures; it does not have to
be measured in anything I say. What do you think
has happened to the standard of Australian workers
measured by the exchange rate? Members opposite
don't understand that! It is no wonder they are
prepared to sit here and act foolishly.
To be fair to the people sitting in here, they might
have expected their leader on this first opportunity
to get up and say: the Labor Party has a vision; it
would like to do this and that; the way it would like
to spend the money is to put the taxes up, cut the
taxes or to spend more money, or reintroduce
Australian studies so that people can Wlderstand the
splendour of the trade union movement! What did
opposition members do? They bagged four
members of Parliament.
The facts of life are that for a long time it has been a
perfectly acceptable practice for governments to
appoint retired members of Parliament to perform a
variety of functions, and I do not think that activity
has been Wldertaken solely by the coalition. People
on this side of the chamber know that very well.
Hon. D. T. Walpole - We have just had some
examples, and I am sure they are very fine guys. The
high commissioner for Zimbabwe!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - These are former
members of Parliament. We had a condolence
motion for Lawrence Alexander McArthur. 00 you
remember what he did Wltil we abolished the egg
board? Who appointed him, Mr Walpole?
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Hon. D. T. Walpole - The Labor Party.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - It is a perfectly
acceptable practice that competent retired members
of Parliament are appointed to such pOSitions. For
anybody to suggest that Don Hayward is not
competent is a lie - it is dishonest.
I heard the Leader of the Opposition talk about Vin
Heffeman and ask what he knew about small
business. I think Vin would be perfectly entitled to
say he knew a lot because before he got into
Parliament he built up his own business very
successfully.
Hon. M. M. Gould - He pulled petrol. He used
to fill up my car.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN -It is a bit
unfortunate that Miss Gould decries honest labour
as a member of Parliament! Not only did
Mr Heffeman pull petrol; I have no doubt that as a
trained mechanic he repaired cars.
Hon. M. M. Gould interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - If you agree with
all that why did your leader bag him and say there
were no groWlds for his appointment? If anybody
had a right to claim expertise in that area, Vin
Heffeman did. He had many effective years as a
member of local cOWlcils in the areas. I cannot think
of anybody better equipped to take over the
short-term job of a commissioner.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Who had a big snout that
had a go at the trough somewhere!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Oavid Evans, who
sat in this house for 20 years and was well known to
every member, should be one of the few people
opposition members should not have bagged. Oavid
Evans was a man who demonstrated great
competence. He was a man of great fairness and
morality. He will do an outstanding job in his new
appointment and is extremely well qualified. By any
criterion these people would be good managers and
administrators in the public service, so your leader
gets up and bags them. Do I hear the Leader of the
Opposition talk about his vision? Do you know why
he bagged those people? He does not have any
vision.
Play the man when you can't play the ball! Where
are you guys going? Your own party thinks you are
a lot of losers. You are lucky on the basis of your
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own party's assessment to get three full-time
members, don't worry about 10. You have to have
quality and you haven't got any. The quality would
be measured by the quality of the work you put out.
David White was a perfect example: petulant,
spiteful and irrelevant. You would not have thought
the coalition had just won the election; you would
think you guys had! The Labor Party got up and
tried the same old tactics that lost it the election. It
tried the same old things that members of the Labor
Party admit lost them the election. Where has the
Leader of the Opposition been? He is still worrying
about Batman. To think he is still concerned about
the preselection policies of the Liberal Party! At least
the coalition had some.
What did the guys from Batman say? They had not
had a preselection for 15 years, so it is ironic that
Mr Theophanous thinks it advantageous to become
involved in the preselection activities of the Liberal
Party! I know preselection is an alien idea for the
Labor Party - it is probably a complete mystery.
His own experience gives us an insight into how
they go about putting who they want into
Parliament.
I do not wish to be personal about this,
Mr President, so I will not single out any member on
the opposition benches - you can pick anyone of
them - but one really has to wonder how important
the process was in their preselection. When talking
about inducements, might we wonder whether or
not the forces that supported many of our
opposition friends in selection and election expect a
quid pro quo! Indeed, is it not fair to say that the
Labor Party is the puppet of the union movement? Is
it not fair to say that a former Labor Premier, in
writing a considered and thoughtful assessment of
Labor's 10 years of failure, concluded that perhaps
the trade union should not have told the then
government what to do so often. It may well have
been that the trade union movement came to the
conclusion the then government did not know what
to do, but let me suggest that in the future the Labor
Party should do nothing if it relying on the trade
unions to give good advice.
The Labor Party is in a very poor pOSition to be
commenting upon the preselection processes of the
Liberal Party. It is even worse that Labor members
should be reduced to such petty, malicious and
spiteful irrelevancies in opening the first major
debate available for discussing the alternative view
that a Labor Party might adopt in government. It
may be that Mr Steedman has got it right - that is,
the people sitting on the opposition benches will not
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be the people who will form a Labor government in
the future. That may be right, indeed. Perhaps we
are seeing a de facto recognition of that in the
attitude of the opposition benches.
We will not have a very productive environment in
this chamber if the Labor Party's major thrust in the
next four years is to play the man. It is true there are
4 million Victorian citizens for them to play with,
but they have given them a pretty good working
over already. I suggest that the Labor Party should
present this house with a vision of any sort
whatsoever. It can be as fevered as is likely from the
Leader of the Opposition; but at least there might be
some coherency.
Hon. M. M. Gould interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - Perhaps,
Miss Gould, as you are taking an active interest in
the debate, as deputy leader of your party you might
let us know in which direction the Labor Party is
going. I can think of a couple, none of which I will
be offensive enough to suggest, but perhaps you
might like to debate the alternative.
Our government has described the next four years. It
has identified the major concern - that is, to make
this state competitive and able to provide the
employment, investment and income levels
necessary to maintain a high standard of living. That
is not an ideological position; that is a position that
takes the view that our most important objective is
to do the best we can for Victorians. We will
continue to do that, and we will do that by looking
at the real goals and doing the real work. To the best
of my ability I will avoid personal attacks on the
morality and honesty of opposition members and,
more importantly, I will focus on policy issues.

Hon. D. T. Walpole interjected.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I did not say that I
would not focus upon the incompetence of the
opposition. I think that is a perfectly fair role of a
debater in this house, but I wish they would make it
a little easier for me. I would like to think there was
some argument about their competence; that you
could say yes and no and maybe. That has not been
the case so far - they have simply exhibited gross
incompetence. They do not raise any issue of
substance or make an iota of sense.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
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Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - 1 really don't
expect much from Mr Nardella, but 1 congratulate
him upon his wonderful lungs of brass, matched
only by his other faculties constructed of the same
material. The great difficulty he has is that he
continues to debate the same material. When he
starts to think about the real world in which we
operate, when he starts to think about what he
wants for his children and grandchildren, he will
start thinking for the first time about investment,
education and the wise expenditure of public
money. Money does not grow on trees. Finally, 1
would like to say that 1 agree with a lot of what
Mr Walpole had to say about gun control. 1 agree
that it was about time all reasonably represented
political parties got together and supported the line
we are taking. 1 hope, Mr Walpole, that at the next
election we will see both parties take a real position
in defence of gun control that avoids the narrow,
short-term political objective of turning over
somebody in a country seat. Frankly, that would not
make any difference to the government numbers in
this house, as you know, but here is a great
opportunity for the Labor Party to get fair dinkum
about gun control.
Hon. D. T. Walpole - We tried it once before.
We were fair dinkum!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - We will see how
fair dinkum you are when it comes to the specific
cases of people standing for the shooters party - or
whatever nonsense name it is called - and when
you allocate your preferences.
Hon. D. T. Walpole - I can assure you I will be
fair dinkum.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I hope you are
right, and I am prepared to take on board that you
will be, because we need that support if we are to
put this business to an end.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You were lacking in 1988.
You took the soft option.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I did not do a
thing in 1988.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - You care to forget.
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - I was not here in
1988, although it is a good thought. 1 am pleased to
support the thrust of the government's policy
pronounced by the Governor. However, I must say
that 1 am grossly disappointed in the failure of the
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Leader of the Opposition to take the opportunity of
presenting a view of Labor Party policies over the
next four years. That is a great pity.
Other speeches from opposition members have been
graceful and in the spirit of this debate. However,
Mr President, 1 suggest that you do something about
the Leader of the Opposition. Perhaps you will just
have to talk to him because, although we are happy
with the arrangement, if he keeps doing this sort of
thing life in this chamber will become tedious. 1
recommend that the opposition thinks seriously
about developing some policies. I don't care if they
change them every month, so long as we can have a
decent debate on issues!
The government will continue to forge ahead, to
introduce policies that will ensure we make
sustainable progress so that those who follow us can
enjoy a high standard of living, more stability, lower
unemployment and greater opportunities in the
future.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - 1 enjoyed
Mr Hartigan's comments, although the opposition
always counts its blessings that there is only one of
him. The address-in-reply is an important
opportunity for all members to comment on the
current situation.
Mr President, 1 jOin with other speakers and
acknowledge your election to the position of
President. 1 also congratulate Mr Hall on being
elected Chairman of Committees. 1 was elected to
this chamber in 1992 and you, Mr President, are the
person who has been in the chair during that time.
In the future 1 look forward to receiving the
courtesies I have received in the past.
Mr Hall has a hard act to follow because he takes

over the mantle of Deputy President from the
Honourable David Evans. 1 am sure all members of
the chamber, especially those remaining from the
last Parliament, will have every confidence that he
will live up to the standards set by Mr Evans and
indeed will do better.
1 also welcome those members on both sides of the
chamber who are new to Parliament and to this
chamber. 1 am not sure how much say they had as to
which chamber they would sit in, but they will enjoy
being members of the Council. The Council is a
much maligned chamber but it has traditions,
practices and standing orders that are well suited to
new members of Parliament and to those who want
to make contributions on a range of issues. After
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listening to the inaugural speeches made by the new
members on both sides of the house I do not doubt
that as time goes by they will be important members
of the chamber.

his political views were sound. Notwithstanding
that the government would be pleased that it now
holds Chelsea Province, we on this side feel the
lesser for Mr Davidson no longer being with us.

I acknowledge the new members of Parliament from
non-English-speaking backgrounds who sit on both
sides of the chamber. Modem politics can be proud
that it is moving to embrace the breadth of
community representation. I also compliment and
warmly welcome new women members. I have said
in this place and in other places, especially in local
government, that women have a most important
role to play in government The skills and capacities
women have are different to those of men.

The Honourable David Henshaw, a former member
for Geelong Province, was a quiet and unassuming
man, but those who knew him would know he was
a skilled professional in the discipline of science. As
a consequence of his achievements he was awarded
the MBE. David Henshaw worked hard to represent
the interests of the people of Geelong Province, and
we miss his presence and friendship.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - They just have them
all!
Hon. PAT POWER - That may be the
explanation, but women are particularly important
to the parliamentary process. It is especially
important that we recognise the presence of the
Honourable Jeanette Powell as the first woman
member of the National Party. Those members who
were in Parliament when the late Pauline Toner was
a member in the other place would know this feat is
a great achievement. I had the good fortune to meet
Mrs Powell when she was an elected local
government representative. It was dear to me then
that she had great expertise and knowledge and I do
not have the slightest doubt that that will serve her
well in this chamber.
The influx of new members at this election is just as
good as the influx of new members at the 1992
election. I look forward to participating in the
debates and discussions in this chamber and in other
places.
It is important that I comment on the Governor and

Mrs McGarvie. Those of us who have an
involvement in the outer metropolitan, provincial
and country areas understand from the number of
visits made by His Excellency and Mrs McGarvie
that they are deeply committed to Victoria and to
their roles as the representatives of the Queen. The
goodwill achieved by their visits and their friendly
manner cannot be underestimated.
I shall now make some brief comments about former
members of Parliament from this side of the
chamber who did not return after the March
election. Mr Burwyn Davidson was a good friend to
the people on this side of the chamber. He was a
funny and entertaining person in a private sense and

Those who know Bob Ives well know that he has
eccentric habits. He was a warm and friendly Labor
member and we miss him, too. Licia Kokocinski did
not recontest her seat at the last state election. Her
presence in Melbourne West was a strong one and
her interest in a range of important local issues
meant that she achieved a great deal during the time
she was a member of the chamber.
My good friend, a former member for Waverley
Province, Brian Mier, retired at the last state election.
He was probably the last of his kind to be elected to
this chamber. He was a plumber, a trade union
official, an ALP organiser, a minister and, at the end
of his time in Parliament, he was the Labor Party
whip. Brian had a wealth of knowledge and
information and he was always happy to help new
members.
I want also to comment on the Honourable David
White, despite the fact that he will be embarrassed
by, and some members opposite may vehemently
disagree with, what I have to say. It is indisputable
that David White operated in this chamber in a
manner that was distinctly his. While he sought to
take no prisoners, he also accepted that by operating
in the way he did, he was putting himself in danger
of being caught out, and, of course, the election
result in the lower house delivered that ultimate
sanction. The David White I know is a person who
made an important intellectual contribution to the
Labor Party and the period of Labor government.
None of us is perfect and David White certainly fits
into that category. We miss his presence in this
place. I am sure government members understand
what I am saying when I speak in this way.
The other person to whom I shall refer is Carole
Marple, the former honourable member for Altona
in another place. Although I note that Mr Cover
holds the seat of Geelong Province, Carole Marple
was an excellent member for Altona and she would
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have been an excellent member for
Geelong Province, if the election results had fallen
the other way. Carole Marple was not treated well
by the preselection processes of the Labor Party but
she accepted those processes and fought to win
Geelong Province in the best way she could. Carole
Marple's strongest contribution to public life and the
Labor Party was in non-metropolitan Victoria, and
as someone who has a concern about similar issues, I
was aware of the contribution Carole Marple and
her family made to the Labor Party and to
Parliament.
In concluding this preamble, I place on record my
personal appreciation of the efforts of the Leader of
the OppOSition, the honourable member for
Broadmeadows, and his wife, Rosemary McKenzie,
during the last state election. When an election result
of the kind that we had in March occurs a lot of
discussion will take place. The effort of the Leader of
the Opposition and his wife was impeccable. They
left no stone unturned in an effort to get the Labor
message across and it is my clear and strong
personal opinion that their efforts were in no way
related to the outcome.

I want to make a few comments about issues the
government ought to sympathetically consider
during the 53rd Parliament. One of the notions that
has crept into practice is that users of government
services are clients or customers. The use of the
word'client' is an unhealthy trend. It was first
introduced in local government when it was
directed to look at ratepayers as clients. In a
democracy we are all citizens and as citizens we are
all equal and as equal citizens we are eligible for
equal access to services that government provides.
The introduction of the notion of client is an
unnecessary and unhealthy description of people
who make up the community.
I notice that Judith Brett, a lecturer in politics at
La Trobe University and co-editor of the magazine
Arena, investigated the notion of citizenship and
client. She states in Arena:
To see individuals as clients or customers of
government is to focus on the relationship between the
individual and the government, but the concept of
citizenship is not just about that relationship ...
Citizenship is a fraternal concept. It implies equality of
claims. Ideally, one citizen's right to justice is the same
as another; one citizen's vote is worth the same as
another; one citizen's right to a decent, albeit minimum,
standard of living is the same as another's.
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The statement contains important theories.
Governments have a responsibility to address the
needs, wishes and aspirations of all people, all
citizens, and not just concentrate on those who may
be users of government services.
I have an interest in motorbikes. I emphasise that I
make the following observations as a member for
Jika Jika Province and not in my capacity as a
shadow minister.
It may well be that because of the popularity of the

Harley Davidson motorcycle or simply the
incredible technology that exists in some of the
Japanese motorcycle manufacturers an increasing
number of motorcycles are being used either by
commuters but more likely by recreational riders.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - What about you, Pat,
are you trying to recapture your lost years?
Hon. PAT POWER - Definitely, but I am
hanging onto it - sometimes it takes both hands!
On some Sundays the peace and tranquillity of the
Flowerdale Valley is disturbed by large groups of
tOuring bike riders who are obviously heading off on
a day's ride. They choose to travel through the
Flowerdale Valley and on to the Goulburn River
area -which shows what good judges of beautiful
country they are. I understand that more than 70 000
motorbikes are registered in Victoria, and that
number is increasing. The next period of
government during this 53rd Parliament is a suitable
time for the government to pay increased attention
to the needs of motorbike riders.

During the election campaign I noticed with some
alarm that the Premier proposed that the median
strip on the Princes Highway between Melbourne
and Geelong should have safety barriers, described
as wire rope barriers, installed. I certainly rtppreciaie
that the vegetation along the median strip un that
road is insufficient to prevent head-on collisions
between vehicles travelling in opposite directions
and I do not contest that some safety barriers should
be installed there in the long term. However, I urge
the government to seriously reconsider the
installation of wire rope barriers because they are a
danger to motorcyclists. I cannot say whether such
barriers would solve potential problems for motor
vehicles or heavy trucks, but the evidence in Great
Britain and Europe suggests that wire barriers are
more likely to seriously injure or kill motorcyclists
involved in accidents than would other barriers. I
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urge the government to give sympathetic attention
to that possibility.
Another matter regarding motorcycles is the need
for increased rider and driver training. lbat training
could certainly be given to motor vehicle drivers
because people should understand that, although it
is relatively easy for a car or truck driver to see
another motor vehicle in an internal or external rear
vision mirror, it is not easy to see a motorcycle
travelling on the inside or outside of the same lane.
Also, it is more difficult at intersections to see a
motorcycle than a car. However, I acknowledge that
the training should not be just for motor vehicle
drivers; it is clear that the riding of a motorcycle is
more of a challenge and is more dangerous than
driving a motor vehicle. Motorcyclists should be
required not only to be trained for their licences but
also to continue ongoing training. Motorbike riders
associations and other groups are very supportive of
what would be a good investment in safety, and a
number of schools provide advanced motorcycle
riding education.
I have been concerned about recent press reports
that the Premier intends to take an extended period
of leave. I do not seek to be frivolous about this
matter and I do not dispute for one moment that a
Premier of this state needs rest and recreation so that
the pressures of the job do not become too much.
However, I certainly encourage members of the
government to use whatever influence they may
have with the Premier to discourage him from his
intention to take what was reported at one stage to
be three months leave. I emphasise that I understand
that the stress and work pressure in a position of
that kind is enormous and that there is a need for
proper rest and recovery time, but it sends the
wrong message to the community about a
government if any politician were to suggest that he
or she might take three months off. I raise this
matter in good faith and not in an attempt to score
points.
Another matter I would like government members
to take into account, although I recognise that at the
end of the day it is a responsibility of the federal
government, concerns administrative moves taken
by the Family Court. 1his issue affects provincial
and rural Victoria more than it does metropolitan
Victoria. Based on advice received from the
president of the Bendigo branch of the Law Institute
of Victoria, I understand that Significant cuts have
been made to resource funding for the Family Court.
In provincial areas that has meant important
counselling services, which I am sure all honourable
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members know is one of the great strengths of the
Family Court structure, are not available in the
manner and form they were previously available.
lbat matter is not a direct responsibility of the state
government, but people in government should be
encouraged to talk to their federal colleagues to see
if the problem can be redressed.
Recently either the 7.30 Report or the Four Corners
current affairs television programs featured stories
on genetic testing. The program attempted to
address the philosophical question of whether the
results of genetic tests should be available to
insurance companies to be used to make more
learned judgments about who they should or should
not insure.
We all acknowledge that genetic testing is a reality
of the era in which we live but I am sure we all have
different opinions about whether it is as desirable as
its proponents might argue.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan -Or as meaningful.
Hon. PAT POWER - Indeed. However, I think it
becomes a very important question when
representatives from life insurance companies argue
that they should have access to genetic information
to make judgments about insurance for individuals.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - They do it now.
Hon. PAT POWER -lbat is right. This issue
gets back to my notion of citizenship and the right of
everybody to receive equal treatment. I have heard a
spokesperson for National Mutual argue very
strongly that insurance companies should have
access to this information. During his presentation
he asked why those of us who are healthy should
subsidise the insurance cover of those who are
unhealthy. This is a very important philosophical
issue for the opposition and, I am sure, for
government members. I do not think any of us want
to see a two-class society in which some people, as a
consequence of genetic testing, are offered a product
that is demonstrably different from and inferior to
that offered to people whose genetic testing
provides different information.
I do not have any difficulty with the notion that
people should disclose personal information about
illnesses or disabilities, but I think it is a very tall
order to suggest that people who have a genetic
propensity but who do not have any illness or
disability should be offered a product that is
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distinctly inferior to the product other people are
offered. It is a very important philosophical issue.
Government members have spoken about Victoria's
improved financial situation. I accept the spirit in
which they make that comment and I invite them to
consider ways in which that improved economic
status might be reinvested in the community. As an
example of an area that might be explored I raise a
matter that was brought to my attention by Mr Ivo
Whittle, who is a constituent of mine and who is
known to some of my colleagues. Ivo is in his 90th
year. He lives in rented accommodation and recently
he received an electricity account from Solaris Power
for $67.15. Of course, he was anxious to establish
what his pensioner rebate was and he discovered
that he was entitled to a rebate of 73 cents. My point
is that if the state is in an improved economic
situation as government members claim and yet we
have a 9O-year~ld pensioner receiving a rebate of
only 73 cents on a $67 bill, perhaps Victoria's
improved finances ought to be reinvested in the
community. Mr Whittle's account is for the period
from January to April. Obviously that is not a winter
period so I assume his winter bill will be a great deal
higher. While I acknowledge that his rebate in
winter will be higher than the one that is listed here,
I think we can be more generous and equitable if we
address small matters such as these.
I wanted also to express concern about the state of
health services in country areas. I listened with
interest to the contribution Mr Hartigan made and
acknowledge his support for the management
structure in respect of hospital funding. A difficult
situation exists in country Victoria. I do not know
whether it is true, but I understand that a number of
people in provincial and rural Victoria are
concerned about the medium to long-term viability
of their hospitals. Those of us who have had cause to
use a country hospital or who have had family
members or friends as patients in a country hospital
would know what a wonderful service those
hospitals provide and would understand the
invaluable comfort they provide to their community
by their very existence. It has been suggested to the
opposition that of Victoria's 21 base hospitals, only
7 are travelling well financially and will break even.
I have not been able to establish whether that is true,
but my concern is that there is a perception in the
community that the network of provincial and rural
hospitals is under some pressure and that the future
of some of those hospitals is in danger. Again, if
there is an improved financial situation as is
claimed, I urge the government to take whatever
steps are necessary to convey to country Victorians
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that their concern is unfounded or, if their concern
does have some basis, to make whatever funding
decisions are reasonable and necessary so that our
proud record of hospital services in the country is
not endangered.
I wanted to refer to another issue that interests me. I
would describe it as sexist advertising. We are all
aware of the role sex plays in advertising and the
view that sex sells.
A survey was compiled by Brian Sweeney and
Associates. That company monitored 26 hours of
prime-time and day-time commercial television and
during that time it assessed more than 150
advertisements. Some of the information is
interesting and some is alanrung. For instance, more
than half of the women in advertisements were
described by the viewers as gorgeous'.
Twenty-six per cent were described as being
preoccupied with their image and 18 per cent were
described as housewives. The data in relation to men
showed that 52 percent of men were seen as
talented, but only 23 per cent of women were seen as
talented. Only 6 per cent of females in
advertisements were business women.
I

That information is consistent with the observation
we all have about advertiSing - that is, it provides a
skewed and distorted view of the very important
role women and men play in a modem society.
Although I acknowledge that it is essentially a
self-regulating industry, I believe very strongly that
the messages sent to people through advertising are
indeed not in the society's best interests.
I am sure members of this house would understand
that I want to make a couple of comments about
local government. Since the election of Leonie Burke
to the seat of Prahran - I have taken the
opportunity of personally congratulating Leonie
Burke and I have not the slightest doubt that, as a
consequence of her experience as an elected
councillor and her involvement in local government,
she will make a very good contribution to this
Parliament - and her departure from her position
as chairperson of the Local Government Board that
position has not been filled. That sends unfortunate
messages to people in the street. If the Local
Government Board is to continue it should have a
chairperson. If the Local Government Board is not to
continue it should be wound up.
Another comment I wish to make about local
government concerns a matter drawn to my
attention by a woman who lives at Drouin. I did not
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ask this woman her age but she did tell me that she
and her husband have lived in Drouin for 77 years.
The reason I raise this matter is that the government
has argued that the new face of local government
will deliver improved services to the ratepayers,
residents and local government users, but
Mrs Murray has certainly had what she believes to
be a very unfortunate experience.
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those tragedies acted in the way they did. None of
us would be surprised to know that they were all
males or that, to my knowledge, there was a history
of personal difficulty leading up to the tragedies
they perpetrated.

Government members who are aware of the details
of changes to local government would know that the
Shire of Buln Buln was effectively wholly absorbed
into the new municipality of Baw Baw. Mrs Murray
wrote to the new shire of Baw Baw asking it to
forward to her some financial information she
needed to confirm that she was a ratepayer in
relation to two properties in Drouin. She received a
reply from the shire saying that it could provide that
information but that she would have to cough up
$100 first. The letter was signed by the manager of
corporate services at the Shire of Baw Baw.

In conclusion, yes, we must do something about gun
control, but we must also not forget the dreadful
state in which the perpetrators of those tragedies
must have been in order to take part in such sad
events. There is very clear evidence that an
increasing number of people in our society either
suffer from personality disorders or are unable to
properly manage stress or confused states. It is my
concern that, notwithstanding anything that we may
achieve in respect of gun control, if we do not
address this very important issue of the wellbeing
and welfare of people as individuals in a community
we will still have people in our community whose
state of mind deteriorates to a point where they feel
it necessary to become a perpetrator.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - Tell her not to pay her
rates, then they'll be in touch with her for nothing!

Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. BILL
FORWOOD (Templestowe).

Hon. PAT POWER - That's right, and

Debate adjourned until next day.

Mr Hartigan's interjection is very apposite. If local

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

government is to be better and more efficient,
charging a long-time ratepayer $100 up front to
undertake a simple search is hardly the way to start.
If our state is in the situation the government claims,
then some of this improved economic standing
should be reinvested into the community so that
those kinds of services are provided to ratepayers as
a right and so that nobody is put in the position of
having to pay $100 up front before receiving a
simple service.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
move:

On the issue of guns, like most people in this

Motion agreed to.

chamber, I absolutely and unequivocally support
control on guns. The efforts of the federal
government in suggesting that automatic and
semi-automatic guns should be banned, and the
bipartisan support that has so far been received
should be reflected in every Parliament in this
country. I will certainly be doing my bit to see that
that comes to pass.
The issue I want to touch upon, although a difficult
one, needs to be talked about. It relates to Queen
Street or Hoddle Street or the tragedy at Port Arthur.
Understandably there has been enormous sympathy
and support for the innocent victims of those
tragedies, but as a community and as a Parliament
we must not absolve ourselves of the responsibility
of addressing the reasons why the perpetrators of

Sessional orders

That so much of sessional orders be suspended as
would prevent new business being taken after
10.00 p.m. on the sitting of the Council this day.

STATUTE LAW REVISION (MARINE)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 15 May; motion of
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and Ports).
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - The bill is a very
simple piece of legislation. I record my appreciation
for the briefing provided by the minister's staff that
has enabled the opposition to formally record its
support for the bill on the basis that it is simple in
nature and makes no policy changes.
Motion agreed to.

HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
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Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

In doing so I thank Mr Power for his significant
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The third function of the bill is to amend the
Psychologists Registration Act to allow the board
that took office on 12 January of this year to continue
investigating any issues raised by the previous
board which have not been completed and which it
would be prevented from dealing with under the
original sunset clause. These amendments to allow
the new board to continue its investigations are
appropriate and because of their tedmical nature are
not opposed by the opposition.

contribution to this important piece of legislation.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - I support
the comments made by Miss Gould. Certain
procedural things need to be done. The amendments
to the Pathology Services Accreditation Act
removing restrictions on who can own pathology
services are important because they will enable
greater competitive pressure in the pathology
industry and allow incorporated bodies of various
kinds to own and run pathology services.

HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 15 May; motion of
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health).
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I also
place on record my thanks to the minister's staff for
the briefing provided to the opposition. This
omnibus bill has three separate functions. The first
function is to amend the Mental Health Act to rectify
a tedmical situation which was overlooked in the
original legislation. The amendment will allow
patients who no longer meet criteria for detention to
be released before the expiry of a three-month
period. The opposition has no problem with the
provision.
The second function of the bill is to repeal certain
subsections of section 19 of the Pathology Services
Accreditation Act. This part of bill does not come
into operation until 1998. The provisions to be
repealed in some cases may prevent people owning
pathology services and contain an implication that
medical practitioners who own pathology
businesses might rort the Medicare system. The
changes simply take care of a problem in the original
legislation and the opposition has no problems with
the repeal of section 19. However, the amendment
draws attention to the fact that if the bill had not
been rushed through in the first place and had been
the subject of a proper review there would be no
need for these amendments.

Hon. M. M. Gould - It is also important that it
does not amend the requirement for proper qualified
practitioners to actually perform the scientific
procedures.
Hon. D. McL. DAVIS - Yes, and to oversee the
procedures. Nonetheless, a range of ownership
structures can operate in this sort of area and that
will bring greater competitive pressure to the
industry. That is important. The provisions of the
Psychologists Registration Act are also important
because they will ensure continuity.
I return to the section that deals with the Pathology
Services Accreditation Act. The changes are
significant because the wide range and different
types of ownership structures will enable different
alliances to be built up with either hospitals or other
health providers in the area. Under the
Psychologists Registration Act a number of actions
may be under way that need to continue, which is
also why I support the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.
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I thank Miss Gould and Mr Davis for their support
for the bill. It contains three amendments to three
different acts, none of which is of major significance
but all of which are important in improving the
health system. I thank those honourable members
for their contributions, and I commend the bill to the
house.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
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at 9.00 a.m. on Friday, 31 May 1996, to hear the address
by Professor David Penington, AC, the Chairman of the
Drug Advisory Council, on the recommendation of the
council's report.

I also inform honourable members of the following
arrangements that will apply in relation to Friday's
address and debates. Members of the Council will be
permitted to enter the Assembly chamber after the
ringing of the Assembly bells and at the conclusion
of the reading of the prayer by Mr Speaker shortly
after 9.00 a.m.

R.emDining stages
Passed remaining stages.

DRUG DEBATE
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have received a
message from the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, which reads:
Mr President,
The Legislative Assembly acquaint the Legislative
Council that they have agreed to the following
resolution:
1.

2.

The Legislative Assembly invites members of the
Legislative Council to attend in the Legislative
Assembly chamber to hear the address by
Professor David Penington, AC, Chairman of the
Premier's Drug Advisory Council.
Further to the resolution adopted by the Legislative
Assembly on 14 May 1996 relating to the address
by Professor David Penington, AC, Chairman of
the Premier's Drug Advisory Council(a) members of the Legislative Assembly and
members of the Legislative Council be
permitted to address questions to Professor
Penington for a period of 30 minutes at the
conclusion of his address; and
(b) that the lower public gallery on the opposition

side of the house be deemed to be part of the
Legislative Assembly chamber for the
duration of the address and questions to
provide additional accommodation for
members of the Legislative Council.
3.

The Speaker of the Legislative Assembly shall chair
the address and the conduct of the proceedings
will be in accordance with the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.

And invites honourable members of the Legislative
Council to attend in the Legislative Assembly chamber

Assembly members will occupy their usual places,
with Council members utilising any vacant spaces.
The lower visitors gallery in the Assembly chamber,
which is normally reserved for Council members,
together with the seating immediately behind that
area, will be reserved for the exclusive use of
Council members to accommodate any overflow
during the address.
As the message indicates, Professor Penington will
answer questions from the floor at the conclusion of
his address, and it will be open to Council members
to participate in that process. For the duration of
their attendance in the Assembly chamber they will
be subject to the authority of Mr Speaker and the
standing orders of the Assembly.
Members of the Council will withdraw from the
Assembly chamber at the conclusion of Professor
Penington's address and the question and answer
segment and prior to the commencement of the
Assembly debate on the Drug Advisory Council's
report.
The Council sitting will commence at 10.15 a.m. after
the address and the question and answer segment
have concluded, when a motion to take note of the
report will be moved to facilitate debate in this
house.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) (By
leave) - There is agreement between the parties that
when debate resumes in this house honourable
members who want to make contributions will
restrict their comments to no more than 10 minutes
each.
Hon. M. M. Gould - I thought it was 15?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - That is similar to the
arrangement in the Assembly, the members of
which have agreed that the limit will be 10 minutes.
It is not our intention to introduce strict time limits;
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but if we focus on completing our comments within
that time frame consistent with the spirit of what has
been agreed to, other honourable members will be
able to contribute to the debate. This is an
opportunity that has not been afforded to
Parliament in my 20 years experience in this place.
Recognising the seriousness of the subject, 1 believe
Parliament can take advantage of the opportunity to
show its capacity to address the challenges posed by
these difficult issues.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika)
(By leave) - 1 put on the record the opposition's
appreciation of the arrangements that have been put
in place by the government, which will allow the
chamber to fully participate in Friday's debate. It is a
sensible set of arrangements that will mean the
members of this house will be able to listen to
Professor Penington and participate in the question
time afterwards.
1 believe many of the complex questions we address
are often questions of conscience. 1 am sure
members will respect those arrangements and
behave accordingly, in keeping with the spirit of the
debate. 1 hope we will be able to have a debate in
this place on Friday after we attend the proceedings
in the Assembly. 1 for one look forward to hearing
the views of all members on this very important
issue in our community.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - 1
move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Friday,
31 May, at 10.15 a.m.

Motion agreed to.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - 1
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

HACC funding
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - 1 direct to
the attention of the Minister for Aged Care the
federal government's election promise to maintain
HACC funding at the real rate of increase outlined
in the forward estimates. 1 ask the minister to advise
the house of his discussions with his federal
colleagues and to outline how successful he has been
in trying to ensure that that election promise is kept.
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Police: Footscray Vietnamese community
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports,
who represents the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services in another place, an incident
that occurred on Monday, 21 May, involving the
false arrest of Mr Vo N guyen by two plain-clothes
policemen on the corner of Bryon and Leeds streets
in Footscray. Mr Nguyen was shopping with his
wife and 12-year-old son when he was arrested on
suspicion of stealing a car that he in fact owned. He
was bashed with a pair of handcuffs and suffered
two cuts to his forehead.
This is the latest in a series of incidents that have
been brought to my attention involving the
harassment of members of the Vietnamese
community by plain-clothes policemen in the
western region. It represents the crisis in confidence
in relations between the community and the
Footscray police.
I ask the minister what investigation has taken place
and what action if any has been imposed on the
police concerned.

Westadd drug rehabilitation centre
Hon. T. E. EREN (Doutta Galla) - 1 raise with
the Minister for Health a matter of concern to me
and a constituent. I refer the minister to the Westadd
drug rehabilitation centre. Over the past 18 months
this centre has helped 240 women and 252 children
deal with drug and alcohol addiction. The centre,
which provides a service that is recommended in the
Penington report, will be forced to dose because of
state government funding cuts. I ask the minister to
review the position and allow this excellent service
to continue.

Thornbury Primary School
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I raise
a matter with the Minister for Health, who
represents the Minister for Education. I have
received from the Thornbury school council a letter
that is pretty much self-explanatory - I will give the
minister a copy. In brief, the school council has
decided to raise $10 000 to meet the cost for term 2 of
one full-time member of the teaching staff. The letter
states:
Why have we had to allocate precious funds to meet
what should be the most fundamental of all DSE costs?
It's not as if we can't use the funds to support the over
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50 per cent of families in receipt of the education
maintenance allowance for low-income earners, or to
improve educationally valid school amenities like play
equipment or to provide challenging and novel
educational challenges in a school with a diverse and
significant part-Koori student population. No, it's not
that we have no other uses for the money. It's that we,
as parents, have had to allocate funds from our own
resources to meet the cost of keeping the highly
team-oriented professionals at Thombury together.
Had we not then Keys to Life, a priority DSE program
which we enthusiastically support, would have been
seriously compromised in a school which desperately
needs such literacy interventions.

I know this school very well, and I can assure the
minister and the house that it is a school that is
deeply involved in the community and deeply
concerned about the education in that area, against
what are quite often significant odds. The fact that
the school council has reached the point of actually
funding a teacher shows that its members have a
real commitment to the education of their children.
But it also shows that the school council at least
believes this teacher is necessary for the all-round
education of its children. The council also makes the
point:
Given that employment of teachers is in total way over
entitlement the DSE in fact saves nothing by removing
one of our teachers. This would of course change if and
when attrition brings 'needed' into line with the
number actually employed, but that is not the case
today.
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has come to my attention that we have a problem
with the law in this state regarding the police getting
a warrant to search for child pornography.
Earlier this year a raid at Red Cliffs netted around
500 videos, 600 magazines, 1000 photographs and
100 computer disks. That raid could occur only by a
special interstate warrant that was largely related to
a matter being investigated in New South Wales.
The Department of Justice was notified on 29 March
1996 about these deficiencies in the Classification
(Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) Act 1995. My understanding is that
the police, victims and prosecution lawyers are
frustrated over the handling of these child sexual
assault cases. I ask the Attorney-General to urgently
review the legislation affecting child pornography
and to swiftly rectify these issues.

Police: capsicum spray
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
bring to the attention of the Minister for Roads and
Ports, as the representative of the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, the fact that on Thursday,
18 April, Assistant Police Commissioner Ray Shuey,
when introducing capsicum spray, was quoted in
the Age as saying:
.. , that all supervisors at Sunshine had successfully
undertaken training in the use of ... capsicum spray ...
Mr Shuey said that over the past 18 months, extensive
research had been carried out on possible health risks
associated with the spray.

The council is referring to the fact that the number of
allocated teachers is less than the actual number of
teachers being employed in the education
department. It is suggesting there is no real saving in
taking away an important teacher at the school,
whose loss would involve the school dropping
either art or music as part of the school curriculum.

He went on to say that at this stage the police did
not believe there would be any problems but in case
there were they had done a lot of testing in relation
to asthma and everybody had been fully trained they have no problems at all. An article in the Herald
Sun of 24 May is headed 'Doubt on new police
sprays'. It states:

I ask the Minister for Health to raise this matter with
the Minister for Education because I think it is
something that could well be resolved in a way that
would allow the school to continue to benefit the
students. The matter has certainly not been raised
with me in anything other than a positive way to try
to resolve the problem.

Doubt has been cast over the credibility of capsicum
sprays used by Victorian police after the FBI's top
pepper-spray expert was convicted of taking more than
$70 000 in bribes from a US spray manufacturer. It was
described by the American Civil Liberties Union as
'one of the most serious law enforcement scandals of
our era, perhaps more far reaching than Rodney King
... Special Agent Ward pleaded guilty to charges of
accepting about $73 000 in kickbacks from Luckey
Police Products, the maker and distributor of Cap-stun
brand pepper spray. According to US civil liberties
journal Policing by Consent, Ward's support and
promotion of Cap-stun over several years was central

Child pornography
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
raise a matter with the Minister for Small Business,
who is the representative of the Attorney-General. It
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to the rapid worldwide spread of capsicum sprays as
an incapacitant. Victorian police officers began using
the disarming sprays last month.

The article goes on to point out that Assistant Police
Commissioner Ray Shuey said the police relied on
advice about capsicum sprays from an FBI weapons
expert, Special Agent Jim Pledger, who visited
Australia in late 1994.
This spray, as has now been admitted, was not really

tested here at all. We just accepted the information
from the FBI person. In tonight's paper there is a
further article, headed 'Police Spray Agony', about
two young policemen who were sprayed in their
eyes by a young man. They said - -

Rowville: community centre
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Finance in raising with
his colleague the Minister for Planning and Local
Government in another place a matter relating to the
City of Knox and the Rowvi1le senior citizens group.
As a consequence of local government
amalgamation, the senior citizens at Rowville have
been placed in a situation where they have been
asked to negotiate on the accommodation that they
use for their meetings and their activities. The
current offer from the City of Knox, as I understand
it, is for the senior citizens to continue to have access
to the Rowville community centre but that they will
be required to pay for the use of that community
centre for their meetings and other functions.

Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan -It hurt.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Not only did it hurt, but
the police say it was sprayed for 15 to 20 minutes.
The article says that it took more than 2 hours for the
men to regain their sight, and one of the policemen
was reported as saying:
It was a very frightening experience because you don't

My request to the Minister for Finance is that he
convey to his colleague the Minister for Planning
and Local Government a request from me on behalf
of the Rowville senior citizens that the minister
investigate whether he might be capable of any
encouragement or intervention that would result in
the senior citizens at Rowville not being required to
pay for their use of a community centre.

know what's happening ...

Neighbourhood houses: funding
The article continues:
He spent several hours dtmking his head in a bucket of
water to ease the pain.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Not only that, Mr
Craige, but this poor little boy, who was allegedly
pinching a car, had this spray. Then we discover that
for between $16 and $25 you can buy this spray,
which is banned, and that thousands of tins of this
spray have been sold in Western Australia. So this
guy who came out to flog it off to the police also
apparently flogged it off to anyone who wanted to
buy it.
The PRESIDENT -Order! I ask Mrs Mc Lean to
pose her question.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - In the light of this
information, will the minister please find out what is
being done to ensure that this spray has been
properly tested and has not just been accepted on
the basis of what was said by this gangster from the
American FBI - that this spray is not as dangerous
as is suggested?

Hon. D. McL. DAVIS (East Yarra) - I direct to
the attention of the Minister for Health, as the
representative of the Minister for Youth and
Community Services, the importance of increasing
the funding for neighbourhood houses. The recent
round of funding by the Minister for Youth and
Community Services produced a 0.6 per cent
increase for regional coordinators of health and
community service regions. This important initiative
will enable the coordinators to assist every
neighbourhood house and community centre to
provide better services.
Neighbourhood houses are important because they
provide front-line health services to a whole range of
different people, often people who are less fortunate
than many others and who are less able to access
services in other ways. I think this will make some
difference. I ask the representative of the Minister
for Youth and Community Services in this house to
make a point about this matter.

Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) Miss Gould raised the issue of HACC funding and
the Victorian government's approach to ensure that
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we continue to get growth in that program. I assure
her and the house than I am strongly for the
continued development of the HAeC program and
will use every opportunity to advance that
argument with my federal colleagues and trust that
the new federal government will treat Victoria better
than the previous federal government treated it.
That government actually limited the increase in
funding over the previous two years to Victoria's
disadvantage relative to the rest of Australia.
Mr Eren raised the issue of Westadd and the services
provided in the western suburbs of Melbourne and
expressed concern, which has been expressed to me
by a number of other people, about the change to its
role that might follow any change to funding. I have
actually met members of the organisation and
discussed with them how they can get a better
service for the western suburbs. Westadd has
changed its role over recent years. It has tended to
focus specifically on the needs of women,
particularly women with children.

There is a concern about how to get withdrawal
services for both men and women in the western
suburbs and how we can define more precisely
various aspects of a good drug rehabilitation
program so that we have not only withdrawal but
also post-withdrawal support services and
longer-term support services for people who have a
drug addition, both men and women, particularly
young people.
It was my understanding that agreement had been

reached between the department and Westadd as to
its future role. On meeting its members last week, I
discovered there was not agreement. I have initiated
discussions between the department and Westadd
so that we can develop an agreement on what is the
way forward.
This government is committed to developing
comprehensive services based on a regional
sustainability or self-sufficiency model. That was not
the situation in the past. The Westadd rehabilitation
centre was prOviding a statewide service, but as a
result other service needs in the western region were
not being met.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - When do you think those
discussions will be finalised?
Hon. R. 1. KNOWlES -In response to the
Penington report the government has already said
that additional resources for rehabilitation services
will be made available. The government is still
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working through what that means in additional
dollars and how best to use those dollars to build up
the services, but that will occur in the next few
weeks. My understanding is that the specific service
referred to has already ceased.
Hon. M. M. Gould - Have you closed down the
residential program?
Hon. R. 1. KNOWlES - Yes.
Hon. M. M. Gould - Based on what?
Hon. R. I. KNOWlES -It was based on what I
understood to be an agreed position between the
department and the service as to its role, where its
greatest strength was and what service it prOVided. I
have said that I am prepared to have further
discussions about the best possible outcome for the
western region so that we get a more comprehensive
service system that addresses the needs not only of
women, especially women with children, but also of
men, young people and people who need access to a
withdrawal service as well as a post-withdrawal
service.
In responding to the problem of drug addiction we
need a comprehensive approach and one that has
many facets, and we need to build on the skills
already in the community. As minister I am
prepared to work with the groups that have
developed skills, as Westadd clearly has. I suspect
its greatest skill is meeting the needs of people with
post-withdrawal problems and prOviding
medium-term residential support or access to
residential services with additional support systems.
The government is keen to build up that service
network.

When I was Minister for Housing we boosted
supported residential services from $1 million a year
to $12.5 million a year. The government has given a
commitment to double that in the life of this
Parliament. They are the sorts of programs that
really provide opportunities for organisations such
as Westadd to identify roles they can play and
access resources the government has available.
Mr Theophanous raised an issue for the Minister for
Education and asked me to direct to his attention the
challenges confronted by the Thornbury Primary
School in employing additional staff to meet the
needs of its students. I shall direct that to the
minister's attention and ask him to respond directly.
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Mr David Davis raised with me the important issue

of neighbourhood houses and the constructive role
they play in developing a more supportive
community environment. He directed attention to
initiatives by the Minister for Youth and
Community Services for expanding those services
and sought confirmation that the government is
committed to the program. I am happy to provide
that assurance as it is recognised that
neighbourhood houses play an important role as
part of a preventive program. They provide advice
and assistance to families to help them in meeting
their responsibilities to those who are dependent on
them.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Mr Power cited to me the circumstances confronting
the Rowville senior citizens dub concerning the cost
of the Rowville community centre. I presume from
what he said that it has run up against some new
policies from the City of Knox. Mr Power asks me to
canvass my colleague, the Minister for Planning and
Local Government.
Hon. Pat Power - But not to give him any advice.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - He is asking me to
canvass my colleague as to whether he would
intervene and seek some relief on behalf of the
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Rowville senior citizens club. I am not prepared to
give Mr Power any guarantee about the action that
might be taken but I give him a commitment that I
will pass on his inquiry in the same spirit as he put it
tome.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Nguyen asked me about an issue in a
shopping centre car park in Footscray. I shall refer
that to my colleague the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and get him to respond directly
to Mr Nguyen.
Mrs McLean raised an issue concerning capsicum

spray and its testing and use. I shall refer that to my
colleague the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services and get him to respond directly to Mrs
McLean.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) - Mr Nardella raised with me an issue
relating to warrants and child pornography. As he
rightly points out, that is within the province of my
colleague the Attorney-General, and I shall refer that
issue to her.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 10.37 p.m. until Friday, 31 May.
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That Stephen Michael Conroy hold the place in the
Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator
the Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC.

Tuesday, 28 May 1996

Senate vacancy
Honourable members of both houses assembled at
6.00p.m.
The CLERK - Before proceeding with the
business of this joint sitting it will be necessary to
appoint a President.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I move:
That the Honourable Sidney James Plowman, MP,
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, be appointed
President of this joint sitting.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the motion.

Motion agreed to.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I thank honourable
members for electing me President of this joint
sitting.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - Mr President, I desire to submit rules
of procedure, which are in the hands of honourable
members, and I accordingly move:
That these rules be the rules of procedure for this joint
sitting to fill the Senate vacancy.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.
Motion agreed to.
The PRESIDENT - Order! The rules having
been adopted I will now receive proposals for the
appointment of a person to hold the place in the
Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator
the Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:

Mr Conroy is willing to hold the vacant place if
chosen. In order to satisfy the joint sitting as to the
requirements of section 15 of the commonwealth
constitution, I also declare that I am in possession of
advice from the ALP state secretary that the
nominee is the selection of the Australian Labor
Party, the party previously represented in the Senate
by Senator the Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
with pleasure that I second the motion to appoint
Stephen Michael Conroy to the Senate vacancy
caused by the resignation from the Senate of the
Honourable Gareth Evans. I shall say a few words
about the nominee given the significance of the
appointment.

Stephen Conroy was born in Newcastle in the north
of England on 18 January 1963, which makes him
33 years of age at the time of his appointment to the
Senate. When he was 10 years old his family
migrated to Australia and settled in Canberra. His
parents sought to build a better life for him and for
his family. His father, Bill, worked as a computer
engineer and his mother worked in a library.
Stephen attended Darmalan School, a Catholic boys
school. In addition to successfully completing his
schooling and gaining entry to the Australian
National University, Stephen excelled at sport. In
particular, he played volleyball and was a member
of the Australian under-1S volleyball team.
He attended the Australian National University
from 1981 to 1984, when he graduated as a Bachelor
of Economics, at the same time becoming a member
of the ANU's volleyball team. I understand that
from his high school days Stephen harboured an
ambition to be involved in politics. At the age of
20 he jOined the Australian Labor Party, and at the
age of 23 he was elected the assistant secretary of the
ACT branch of the ALP. At that state he was the
youngest person ever to hold office in that branch.
Stephen became involved in the world of politics full
time in 1986 when he commenced work with
Barry Jones. In 1987 he moved to Melbourne and in
the following five years worked firstly for Senator
Robert Ray and then for Joan Child, a fonner
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Within two
years of moving to Melbourne he was elected to the
administrative committee of the ALP. In 1991 he
attended the ALP's national conference, and he has
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attended every conference since as a member of the
national policy committee.

Deakin University
La Trobe University

In 1992 Stephen joined the industrial wing of the
labour movement and since then has worked for the
Transport Workers Union as its superannuation
officer. Since moving to Victoria Mr Conroy has
lived in Melbourne's western suburbs. He was
elected as a City of Footscray councillor in 1993 and
held that position until the council was dismissed by
the Kennett government.
In 1995 Stephen Conroy completed the Williamson
Community Leadership program. Given his
background I believe Stephen Conroy will be an
outstanding member of the Senate and an excellent
representative for Victoria. His first speech in
Parliament tackled issues of industrial relations,
prison labour, child labour, freedom of association
and occupational safety standards. He has staked
out his place in the Senate, and on behalf of the
Australian Labor Party in this place it is my pleasure
to support the nomination that has been moved by
the Deputy Premier.
I should also say that Mr Conroy shares with me his
love and support of the Collingwood football team,
so we have much in common. We were at the game
last night and saw Geelong defeat Collingwood; we
learnt from the defeat and Collingwood will come
again. It is my pleasure to second the motion. As I
said I believe Stephen Conroy will be a great asset to
the Parliament and a great ambassador for Victoria
in the Senate.
The PRESIDENT - Order! As only one person
has been proposed I therefore declare Stephen
Michael Conroy has been chosen to hold the place in
the Senate rendered vacant by the resignation of
Senator the Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I move:
That the President of the joint sitting inform His
Excellency the Governor that Stephen Michael Conroy
has been chosen to hold the place in the Senate
rendered vacant by the resignation of Senator the
Honourable Gareth John Evans, QC.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the motion.

Monash University
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
Swinburne University of Technology
Victoria University of Technology
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
The PRESIDENT - Order! I direct the attention
of honourable members to the extracts from the
Deakin University Act 1974, the La Trobe University
Act 1964, Monash University Act 1958, Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology Act 1992,
Swinbume University of Technology 1992, Victoria
University of Technology 1990 and the Tobacco Act
1987 which are in the hands of honourable members.
I am now prepared to receive proposals from
honourable members with regard to members to be
recommended for appointment to the Deakin
University council.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
That the Honourable Ian James Cover, MLC, and Mary
Jane Gillett, MP, be recommended for appointment to
the Deakin University council.

I understand they are willing to accept the
appointments if chosen.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.
The PRESIDENT -Order! Are there any further
proposals?
As only two members have been proposed I declare
that the Honourable lan James Cover, MLC, and
Mary Jane Gillett, MP, have been chosen to be
recommended for appointment to the Deakin
University council.
I am now ready to receive proposals from
honourable members as to the member to be
recommended for appointment to the La Trobe
University council.

Motion agreed to.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
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lbat the Honourable Jeanette Pow ell, MLC, be
recommended for appointment to the La Trobe
University council.

I lUlderstand she is willing to accept the
appoinbnent if chosen.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.
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He is willing to be recommended for appoinbnent if
chosen.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Are there any further
proposals?
As only one member has been proposed I declare

The PRESIDENT - Order! Are there any further
proposals?

the Honourable Ronald Alexander Best, MLC, has
been chosen for recommendation to the Royal

Melbourne Institute of Technology cOlUlci1.
As only one member has been proposed I declare
that the Honourable Jeanette Powell, MLC, has been
chosen for recommendation to the La Trobe
University colUlci1.
I am now ready to receive proposals from
honourable members as to members to be
recommended for appoinbnent to the Monash
University cOlUlcil.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
lbat the Honourable Andrew Ronald Brideson, MLC,
and Hong Lim, MP, be recommended for appointment
to the Monash University council.

I am now prepared to receive proposals from
honourable members with regard to members to be
recommended for appointment to the Swinburne
University of Technology colUlci1.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
lbat the Honourable Sang Minh Nguyen, MLC, and
the Honourable Rosemary Varty, MLC, be
recommended for appointment to the Swinburne
University of Technology council.

I lUlderstand they are willing to accept the
appoinbnents if chosen.

I lUlderstand they are willing to accept the
appoinbnents if chosen.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Are there any further
proposals?

The PRESIDENT - Order! Are there any further
proposals?

As only two members have been proposed I declare
that the Honourable Sang Minh Nguyen, MLC, and
the Honourable Rosemary Varty, MLC, have been
chosen to be recommended for appoinbnent to the
Swinburne University of Technology cOlUlci1.

As only two members have been proposed I declare
the Honourable Andrew Ronald Brideson, MLC,
and Hong Urn, MP, have been chosen for
recommendation to the Monash University cOlUlcil.
I am now ready to receive proposals from
honourable members as to members to be
recommended for appoinbnent to the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology colUlci1.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
That the Honourable Ronald Alexander Best, MLC, be
recommended for appointment to the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology council.

I am now ready to receive proposals from
honourable members as to members to be
recommended for appoinbnent to the Victoria
University of Technology council.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
That the Honourable Ronald Alexander Best, MLC,
Bemard Thomas Christopher Finn, MP, and the
Honourable Jean McLean, MLC, be recommended for
appointment to the Victoria University of Technology
council.
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I understand they are willing to accept the
appointments if chosen.

173

appointment to the Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.

They are willing to be recommended for
appointment if chosen.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Are there any further
proposals?

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
second the proposal.

As only three members have been proposed I
declare that the Honourable Ronald Alexander Best,
MLC, Bernard Thomas Christopher Finn, MP, and
the Honourable Jean McLean, MLC, have been
chosen to be recommended for appointment to the
Victoria University of Technology council.

The PRESIDENT - Order! Are there any further
proposals?

I am now ready to receive proposals from
honourable members as to members to be
recommended for appointment to the Victorian
Health Promotion Foundation.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I propose:
That the Honourable Gerald Barry Ashman, MLC, and
Janet Tindale Calder Wilson, MP, be recommended for

As only two members have been proposed I declare
the Honourable Gerald Barry Ashman, MLC, and
Janet Tindale Calder Wilson, MP, have been chosen
to be recommended for appointment to the Victorian
Health Promotion Foundation.
There being no further business I now declare the
joint sitting closed.

Proceedings terminated 6.16 pm.
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