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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT BY COMMISSION
Tuesday, 14 May 1996

COUNCIL

VICTORIA

Senior Commissioner directed that attendance of
members of Legislative Assembly be requested.

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
Members of Legislative Assembly appeared at Bar.

(HANSARD)
First Session of the Fifty-third Parliament
Legislative Council
Tuesday, 14 May 1996

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT BY
COMMISSION
Fifty-third Victorian Parliament opened by
commission.
Senior Commissioner appointed by His Excellency
the Governor of the State of Victoria for this
purpose, the Honourable Mr John Harber Phillips,
Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Victoria.
Proceedings commenced 11.02 a.m.

PROCLAMATION
Following proclamation read by Clerk:
I, Richard E. McGarvie, AC, Governor of the State of
Victoria, acting under section 8 and section 20 of the
Constitution Act 1975 and all other powers vested in
me, fix Tuesday 14 May 1996 at 11.00 a.m. as the time
for the commencement and holding of the first session
of the fifty-third Parliament of Victoria for the dispatch
of business, at the Parliament Houses, Melbourne. The
honourable the members of the Legislative Council and
the members of the Legislative Assembly are required
to attend at that time and place.

Given under my hand and Seal of Victoria on 19 April

The SENIOR COMMISSIONER (Mr Justice
J. H. Phillips) - Honourable members of the
Legislative Council and members of the Legislative
Assembly: His Excellency the Governor, not
thinking fit to be present in person, has been pleased
to cause a commission to issue under the Seal of the
State constituting us his Commissioners to do in his
name all that is necessary to be performed in this
Parliament. This will more fully appear from the
commission which will now be read by the Oerk.
Commission authorising Commissioners to open
Parliament read by Clerk.
The SENIOR COMMISSIONER - Honourable
members of the Legislative Council and members of
the Legislative Assembly: I have it in command from
His Excellency to let you know that later this day
His Excellency will declare to you in person in this
place the causes of his calling this Parliament
together; and, as it is necessary before you proceed
to the dispatch of business that a President of the
Legislative Council and a Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly be chosen, His Excellency
requests that you, in your respective chambers, will
proceed to the choice of proper persons to be such
President and Speaker.
Members of the Legislative Assembly retired from
chamber.
Commissioner escorted from chamber by Usher of
Black Rod.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS
Senior Commissioner announced receipt of
commission from His Excellency the Governor to
administer oath or affirmation.

1996.

Commission read by Clerk.
RE. McGarvie

Governor
By His Excellency's Command

J.G. Kennett
Premier.

Commissioners entered Chamber and were
conducted to chairs by Usher of Black Rod.

Clerk announced receipt of return to writ issued by
His Excellency the Governor for periodical election
of members to serve for provinces set out below
and endorsed to show election of following
members:

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
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Province

Member

5 March 1996

Ballarat

Knowles, Hon. Robert lan

Central Highlands

Craige, Hon. Geoffrey Ronald

Dear President,
I enclose a copy of the letter of resignation as the
member for Doutta Galla Province received by me
from the Honourable David White today.

Chelsea

Boardman, Hon. Blair Cameron

Doutta Galla

Gould, Hon. Monica Mary

East Yarra

Davis, Hon. David McLean

Eumemmerring

Lucas, Hon. Neil Bedford

Geelong

Cover, Hon. lan James

Gippsland

Hall, Hon. Peter Ronald

Higinbotham

Ross, Hon. John William
Gameliel

Jika Jika

Theophanous, Hon. Theo
Charles

Koonung

Ashman, Hon. Gerald Barry

Melbourne

Pulien, Hon. Barry Thomas

Melbourne North

Hogg, Hon. Caroline Jennifer

Melbourne West

Nguyen, Hon. Sang Minh

Monash

Katsambanis, Hon. Peter
Argyris

Yours sincerely,
R E. McGarvie
Governor
It

It

It

It

5 March 1996
Your Excellency,
Following the Premier's decision to call an election on
Saturday 30 March, I am writing to tender my
resignation as the member for Doutta Galla Province.
It is hoped that this will assist in enabling a by-election
for Doutta Galla to be held on the same day as the
general election, and to enable me to stand as the
endorsed ALP candidate for Tullamarine.

I would like to thank you for agreeing to see me to
permit me to tender my resignation on the day the
Premier has called the state election.
Yours sincerely,
David White, MLC
Member for Doutta Galla Province

Templestowe

Oerk announced return to writ issued under hand
of Mr President for by-election for Doutta Galla
Powell, Hon. Elizabeth Jeanette Province and endorsed to show Hon. Tayfun Ergun
Eren had been elected.
Best, Hon. Ronald Alexander
Recently elected members took and subscribed
either oath or affirmation of allegiance to her
Smith, Hon. Wendy Irene
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11.
Smith, Hon. Kenneth Maurice
Senior Commissioner withdrew.
Furletti, Hon. Carlo Angelo

Waverley

Luckins, Hon. Maree Therese

Western

Chamberlain, Hon. Bruce
Anthony

North Eastern
North Western
Silvan
South Eastern

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
Clerk announced time had arrived for proceeding
to the election of a President.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - With great pleasure, I
move:
The Clerk - The President received the
following communication from the Governor:

That the Honourable Bruce Anthony Chamberlain do
take the chair of the Council as President.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
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Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - I
have pleasure in seconding the motion.
Hon. B. A. CHAMBERLAIN (Western
Province) - I am deeply sensitive of the honour to
be conferred upon me, and I submit myself to the
will of the Council.
The Oerk - Are there any further proposals?
Hon. B. A. Chamberlain conducted to chair by
proposer and seconder.
The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) Before taking the chair I express my thanks to
honourable members and acknowledge the high
honour conferred on me. I appreciate the confidence
honourable members have shown in me on this
occasion. Thank you.
The President took the chair.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - On behalf of all
members I congratulate Mr President on his election.
The Honourable Bruce Chamberlain has conducted
himself as President of this place with enormous
distinction and dignity. He has brought the right
measure of good humour and firm leadership to the
chair. It is a very tough job, as we all recognise, and
it has had some quite willing periods during the past
four years.
Hon. Pat Power - Especially from your mob!
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - As one would expect,
even from our people; unfortunately, those members
have not retired and those periods are quite likely to
continue!
I congratulate you, Mr President. We have had the
honour on a number of occasions of being able to
reflect on your work as the Presiding Officer.
Standards can slip or reputations disappear quickly;
we congratulate you on maintaining high standards.
We look forward to the next four years with you in
the chair and to your firm leadership in the house.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - On
behalf of the opposition I also congratulate you,
Mr President. I also should comment about the
difficulty of your task, particularly in the coming
sessional period, because the number of government
members has actually increased. As the opposition
numbers decrease, the consequent difficulties will

increase exponentially because we certainly recall
the number of interjections and corresponding
difficulties emanating from a small base: as our base
is a little smaller this time, we expect the difficulties
to increase. Your job of maintaining order in the
house will become even more difficult.
It is important for the democratic process that there
be proper debate in this place. The basis of the
electoral system means the representation in here
does not reflect the degree of electoral support for
each of the parties, but that is a matter for another
debate.
It will be difficult for you, Mr President, to maintain
order in the house. You can expect full cooperation
from our side of the house, and we will adopt an
impartial approach.

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - On
behalf of the third party in this place I congratulate
you, Mr President, on your elevation to this
honourable office again. You served the 52nd
Parliament with dignity, distinction and a great deal
of sensitivity. As has been acknowledged by the
Leader of the Government and the Leader of the
Opposition, during this Parliament you will be
dealing with a vastly different chamber, for a
number of reasons - one being, perhaps, the
difference in numbers between the government and
the opposition. That aspect will need some working
through.
On a lighter note I point out that some of our
principal interjectors from the last Parliament,
including Mr Smith and Mr Craige, now have new
roles; one hopes they will be somewhat more
restrained. Also, Mr Hartigan may find himself in a
difficult position as he will now sit on the
government side of the chamber - I am not sure
whether that will change his demeanour!
Nevertheless, I am certainly looking forward to a
very productive Parliament under your presidency,
Mr President.
The PRESIDENT - I thank honourable
members for their remarks. To the new members I
point out that you have joined a parliamentary
chamber which gives you rights enjoyed by no other
Parliament in Australia. The rights of individual
members of this house are very Significant. We pride
ourselves on the privileges granted to members of
this house regardless of whether we come from a
major or a smaller party. That tradition is very
strongly supported by the leaders on both sides.
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The next four years will be an exciting time for this
Parliament, not only because the Premier has given a
commitment to complete Parliament House to the
original design of Peter Kerr - and that is
exciting - but also because Parliament is rapidly
moving into an electronic age that will gather us all
up.
I thank honourable members for their good wishes
and I am sure that collectively we will do the job
well.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I inform honourable
members that His Excellency the Governor will be
pleased to receive Mr President in the parliamentary
library at 2.00 p.m. this day. I ask all honourable
members to meet in the parliamentary library a few
minutes before 2.00 p.m. to accompany Mr President.
Sitting suspended 11.31 a.m. until 2.31 p.m.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Usher of the Black Rod announced approach of His
Excellency the Governor.
His Excellency entered chamber accompanied by
suite.
Legislative Assembly members, with Speaker,
attended in response to His Excellency'S summons.
His Excellency addressed following speech to both
houses of Parliament:
Mr President and honourable members of the
Legislative Council:
Mr Speaker and members of the Legislative
Assembly:

The March election overwhelmingly supported the
return of the coalition of the Liberal and National
parties. Consequently, I called upon the coalition
parties to form a government.
The Leader of the Liberal Party, Mr Kennett, was
offered and given the commission to govern.
The mandate provided again to my government was
accepted with enthusiasm and responsibility.
I have called you together today for the first session
of the 53rd Parliament to outline the policy
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directions for the new government and matters of
importance to the people of Victoria.
The sitting of this Parliament heralds the beginnins
of the second half of the government's program
throughout the 1990s to create the framework and
competitive environment for Victorians to command
the opportunities of the 21st century.
The next four years will be markedly different fron
the first term. The government will build on the
enormous achievement of the past three and a half
years in reforming government itself, restoring
Victoria's economy and raising its economic profie
within Australia and globally, and increasing the
confidence and pride of its people.
The government's priority objective is to position
Victoria for self-sustaining growth in business and
employment throughout the first half of the
21st century. Only in this way are we able to prmide
the foundation for a mature society which is able to
offer security, care and fulfilment.'
In this term, we will all reap some of the rewards for
the changes we have made and the difficult time~
we have endured since Victoria foundered in the
early 19905. Accepting that it has an ongoing
responsibility for prudent public and economic
management, my government will place emphass
on the family and individual needs of Victorians md
the quality of Victoria's lifestyle.

This is a task that presents new challenges, and i!
one in which complacency can have no part. We
must continue, as Victorians, to dare to achieve cnd
to set the example of leadership. Our agenda mUit
be ingrained with the capacity to reach beyond rur
own boundaries, to plan for the long term and ktep
pace with a changing world. It must seek out thE
best means of maintaining the fundamentally
harmonious mould of our SOciety and deliverin~
quality services which are attuned to the needs d
modem families.
One of the great strengths of our society in Victaia
lies in its cultural diverSity. The government's
program for its second term recognises the way n
which our many multicultural communities, ane. the
contribution and cultural heritage of our Aborignal
community, enrich our society and broaden its
outlook. It is committed to ensure all citizens of
Victoria enjoy the same opportunities for
advancement, reward and security, and will
embrace the diversity of Victoria's society in its
global management strategy.
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Similarly, the government fully appreciates the
major economic contribution of regional and rural
Victoria and the special nature of country
communities and the issues they face. The
government will strengthen its Rural Victoria 2001
strategy under which all ministers, departments and
agencies are required to develop ongoing initiatives
that contribute to the future of country Victoria.
These will be Victoria's founding principles as we
enter the 21st century. Far from resting on its laurels,
my government will apply a fresh approach to its
duty of management and care. It will seek out new
opportunities and seek to extend the bounds of
achievement for Victoria.
The financial management strategy pursued over the
last three years is central to the state government's
efforts to rejuvenate Victoria and equip it to move
confidently into the 21st century. With measures in
place to address the immediate financial imperative
of containing state debt, increasing attention is now
being given to boosting infrastructure investment
responsibly and lowering the burden of taxes and
charges in order to improve Victoria's
competitiveness.
A major endeavour of this second term will be to
generate substantial tax relief as the first of the
government's longer term budget objectives
designed to cement in place a sound financial and
economic base for Victoria. Measures to ensure
Victoria's regime of taxes and charges is competitive
within both Australia and Asia Pacific will be
determined over the coming year. Reduced taxation
will derive from continuing improvement in the
budgetary outcome, the application of new
technology across government and more efficient
delivery of services. There will also be continuing
emphasis on:
reduction in state debt and debt-servicing ratios
to a level consistent with the restoration of
Victoria's AAA rating; and
ensuring Victoria has the infrastructure needed to
attract new business and make the economy more
productive.
The government will continue to expand its capital
works program to strengthen economic performance
as well as provide new and upgraded public assets
and institutions that will serve our community for
the next 100 years and beyond. During the life of this
government Victorians will see substantial progress
on the City Link freeway project; the beginning of

private sector development of the world-class
Docklands precinct; construction of the new
museum around the historic Royal Exhibition
Building; the reopening of the Regent Theatre,
which will further affirm Melbourne's role as an
international cultural capital; the renovation and
enhancement of the National Gallery of Victoria; the
creation of Federation Square on the site of the old
Gas and Fuel towers, which are currently being
demolished; and commencement of work to
complete the Parliament House.
Many of these projects are incorporated in the
government's Agenda 21 program and are central to
the revitalisation of Victoria for the century ahead.
We are revisiting the major undertakings - the
visions - on which Victoria was built in the
19th century, and reshaping them for today'S
generation and future generations.
Many also reflect Melbourne's international renown
as a centre of culture. The arts are at the very heart
of Victoria's lifestyle, and will take an even higher
profile in the coming years as the result of new
building and redevelopment projects, the staging of
more world-class theatrical events and the
increasing focus on high technology creativity
through multimedia.
The Victorian economy has grown by just under
20 per cent in nominal terms over the last three and
a half years. Almost 150 000 new jobs have been
created and over 10000 small businesses have
started up. The growth Victoria is now experiencing
has been achieved through the establishment of a
dynamic partnership between the government, the
bureaucracy and the people of Victoria. The
common approach we have been fortunate to mould
in this state is unique in Australia and is the
motivation for the competitive culture which now
thrives here.
This growth is now generating the resources
necessary to take proper care of our community,
improve people's quality of life and meet their
aspirations. In this environment, we are much better
able to focus on the particular needs of sectors of our
society and, in doing so, enrich our society as a
whole.
Young Victorians

In order to continue on the path of recovery and
growth it is imperative that young Victorians receive
the opportunities to develop and utilise their talents
and skills. Their care, security, education, training
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and, finally, employment options are paramount in
attaining this objective.
The government is committed over this term to
ensure our education system builds on the very real
gains achieved since 1992, and will spend a total of
$1 billion improving the fabric of our schools.
Education will focus on providing young people
with a sound knowledge base and inspire them to
the pursuit of excellence. It will be flexible and will
equip them, in every sense, for their adult lives. One
of the most important elements of this approach for
the 21st century will be to equip them to adapt to
change through an awareness of the way in which
the world is changing, the nature of change in the
workplace, and with a working knowledge of
communications and information technology and
multimedia. We will ensure they have the means to
keep up to date and maintain the capacity for
employability throughout their lives.
Emphasis will be placed on training for the
workplace, improving accessibility to
apprenticeships and significantly widening the
opportunity for young people to undertake the VCE
course in association with vocational education and
training qualifications.
A wide range of community-based services and
programs will be introduced or strengthened in the
coming years to extend the learning experience for
young people, provide greater personal
development opportunities and provide the
alternative of entertainment venues which are free of
alcohol and drugs. Youth and family services will be
expanded, better integrated and better linked into
local communities to provide the necessary support
to young people in cases of family breakdown or
personal crisis. Particular attention will be paid to
addressing the tragedy of youth suicide.
Women

The coalition government has been at the forefront
of governments around Australia in elevating the
status of women in the community and reducing
inequality. A more flexible industrial relations
system and improved access to relevant training has
offered women the ability to balance work and
family responsibilities much better.
During the last term the coalition improved
women's safety and their access to justice and legal
assistance and enhanced the status of women
through historic appointments in the public sector
and within the judiciary.

Tuesday, 14 May B96

In this term we will make women's health a priori:y
through the development of a world-leading
initiative to combat breast cancer and place
increased emphasis on addressing domestic
violence. An additional five women
parliamentarians will ensure that this government
remains committed to such programs.

The government's $100 million strategy for carersto provide support to the many thousands of people
who care unselfishly for relatives and friends who
are elderly, disabled or ill - will be implemented
from this year. The program for carers will provide
home-based respite care, at-home services for those
who care for the elderly and flexible respite options
for carers of the disabled and those with acquired
brain injury.
The strategy is integral to the provision of the bes:
quality community services for Victorians.

This first session of Parliament will see the
government address the report of the Premier's
Drug AdvisOry Council, initially through an oper.
debate involving the members of the Legislative
Assembly on the council's recommendations.
The council has undertaken a most comprehensiye
examination of the problem of illicit drugs, drawing
on our own community's experience as well as
international knowledge and expertise.
Its report has raised many serious issues which have
been the subject of broad ranging community debate
over the past month. While illicit drugs are a
devastating problem the world over, it is heartening
to be part of this community's endeavour to tackle
the problem in Victoria.
The refocus of health care in Victoria will continue
over the coming term with the primary objective of
taking health care to people in their own
communities.
Governments around the world are endeavourir.g to
come to terms with pressures affecting health
services because of their enormous cost, their
structure, which is outdated in many respects, and
their delivery to people in need of care. My
government has moved to implement changes
which come to terms with these issues and to
establish a health system which is coordinated,
efficient and readily available and which is capable
of continuing to evolve to serve Victoria effectively
into the future.
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The development of health care networks in
metropolitan Melbourne will continue, and an
unprecedented $600 million will be spent in the next
four years to establish new services in growing
communities, link hospitals and specialists with
telemedicine networks and use these same networks
to deliver specialist services to country centres.
Environmental protection and conservation of
Victoria's natural assets are a vital community
responsibility .

In Victoria we are committed to a natural resource
management strategy which will deliver the optimal
mix of short-term and long-term benefits and the
best possible combination of economic,
environmental and social outcomes.
We now face several challenges in terms of our
natural environment, including salinity, water
quality and soil degradation. The government has
been addressing these threats with sustainable
regional development initiatives, integrated
catchment management programs, campaigns to
promote sustainable practices in primary industry,
conservation programs and measures to preserve
biodiversity.
Programs like salinity management, Landcare,
Coastwatch and Land for Wildlife owe their success
to the effective partnerships established with
communities.
As a major initiative, the government will
implement a dedicated strategy for the long-term
protection of Port Phillip Bay through measures to
reduce the pressures of commercial fishing, enhance
beaches around the bay and further improve water
quality. It will be part of the first ever Victorian
coastal strategy, which is designed to preserve the
marine environment and place due importance on
our coastline as a major lifestyle asset.
Speedy and reliable access to data and ideas and
efficient communications between the government,
business and individuals are the preconditions for
innovation and development in the information age.
Through its Victoria 21 high-technology strategy the
government is positioning Victoria to play a leading
role in communications and multimedia
development, products and services within
Australia and the Asia Pacific.
The government has identified high technology as
one of Victoria's major growth opportunities for the
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future and is advancing a program to put the entire
state on-line by the year 2001. We are embarking on
a major technology push because of its importance
for business and employment growth and because it
will give Victoria a key stake in an industry which
will be a world leader over the course of the next
century. A command of high technology will give
the state a strong competitive advantage and is also
central to more efficient public administration and
more effective service delivery.
The government sees the availability of
telecommunications as the fundamental
infrastructure of the 21st century, just as the railways
were a century ago. It is developing networks across
the state to deliver government services and
information to people in their own homes and
communities and to enable business, communities
and individuals to use the network infrastructure.
The application of technology in this way will
overcome the barrier of distance for Victorians.
People in all corners of the state will be able to click
onto the information superhighway within just a
few years through community communications
centres and will be provided with training to ensure
they are able to make use of the technology.
We are thus grasping the challenges of the
information age and turning them to advantage for
all Victorians.
My government has exerted leadership in terms of
its national respOnsibility - in its relationships with
the other governments under the federation and
their collective responsibility towards a competitive
Australia. It is committed to economic and taxation
reform as a means of maximising Australia's
opportunities in its region. It will continue to be a
leader in the move towards a more relevant
federation which better coordinates the use of the
nation's resources and best serves Australians.

In its pursuit of new opportunities and growth, the
government will continue to market the state around
the world to attract new investment and trade and
promote the use of Victorian expertise.
The marketing advantages of the state's
communications networks will be put to use to
generate new business in country Victoria and to
serve and inform country communities. In this way
technology will have substantially added benefits
for businesses, farmers and residents away from
Melbourne.

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT TO GOVERNOR
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Our technological capacity will draw further
development in its own field, as is being evidenced
with the growth of the Ballarat Technology Park.
TItis same technology, and the networks which
provide its infrastructure, will be used to develop
sophisticated international investment promotions
for Victoria's world-class food industry for wool,
resources and regional manufacturing.
The government will continue working with local
govenunent tlrroughout the suburbs and country
Victoria to achieve greater efficiency through
competitive tendering and to ensure we maintain
the rate reductions and improved services achieved
through the reform of councils.
The major legislation to be introduced in this session
of Parliament includes:
appropriation;
removal of the surcharge on Workcover
premiums;
establishment of the Parliament House
Completion AuthOrity;
changes to the structure and regulation of the
legal profession;
establishment of the Victorian Managed
Insurance Authority;
children's services; and
amendments to a variety of legislation covering
child protection, employee relations, Office of the
Regulator-General, the Docklands Authority and
City Link, all with the intention of ensuring that
such legislation remains pertinent, up to date and
dynamic.
Parliament, as the supreme law giving body of the
state, is requested to grant the essential early
passage of the legislation put before it during this
session to complete the task of establishing the
foundation for dynamic growth in Victoria in the
century ahead.
This is an exciting and challenging time to be at the
helm of government in Victoria. The past three and a
half years have shown it is possible to bring about a
fundamental change in fortunes and outlook.
Victoria is working all the better for the change. It is
an outcome which reinforces the importance of
presenting a vision for the future and working as a
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community towards that vision. Ministers and all
members should be mindful, however, of their
ongoing responsibility to provide good government
in the interests of all Victorians.

It is with deep regret I advise that since Parliament
was last opened 11 former members have died: the
Honourable Hayden Wilson Birrell, MLA for
Geelong and Geelong West; the Honourable Sir
Vemon Howard Colville Christie, MLA for Ivanhoe
and Speaker of the house for several years; the
Honourable Sir Raymond William Garrett, AFC,
AEA, MLC for the seat of Southern and then
Templestowe; the Honourable Geoffrey Phillip
Hayes, MLA for Scoresby and then Wantima, who
served as Minister for Planning and Minister of
Housing; the Honourable Ronald Graham Henry
McAlister, MLA for Brunswick; the Honourable
Lawrence Alexander McArthur, MLC for
Nunawading; the Honourable Sir William John
Farquhar McDonald, MLA for Dundas, who served
as Speaker and variously as Minister of Lands, of
Soldier Settlement and for Conservation; the
Honourable Leslie Victor Shilton, MLA for
Midlands; the Honourable Herbert Arthur Thomas,
MLC for Melbourne West; the Honourable Morris
Thomas Williams, MLA for Box Hill and then
Doncaster; and the Honourable Sir Kenneth Henry
Wheeler, MLA for Essendon and Speaker of the
house for several years.
I now formally open this Parliament and pray that
the guidance of Almighty God may attend your
deliberations.
Copies of speech handed to President and Speaker.
His Excellency and suite withdrew.
Members of Legislative Assembly retired from
chamber.
Sitting suspended 3.09 p.m. until 5.03 p.m.

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT TO
GOVERNOR
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have to report that,
accompanied by honourable members, I presented
myself to His Excellency the Governor this day as
the choice of the Council for its President, and he
was pleased to address me in the following terms:
Mr President,
I have pleasure in congratulating you upon your
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re-election to the high and distinguished office of
President of the Legislative Council.

College, where he began his life-long commitment to
the education of the youth of Victoria.

The able manner in which you have discharged the
duties you have undertaken during your parliamentary
career, induding the office of President since 1992, is
recognised by members of the Legislative Council, who
in their wisdom have selected you again as their
President.

In 1952 Mr McArthur joined the then Victorian
Education Department as a teacher and worked at
various country schools before moving to
Melbourne in 1971. He rose to the position of school
principal, becoming in 1980 the inaugural principal
of the Weeden Heights Primary School in Vermont
South. He has been credited with being the energy
behind the establishment and development of that
school.

I have confidence that you will fulfil the duties of this
distinguished office and hold fast to its traditions and
customs.

Richard E. McGarvie
Governor of Victoria

CONDOLENCES
Lawrence Alexander McArthur, Esq.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death on 3 March 1996 of Lawrence Alexander
McArthur, Esquire, and places on record its
acknowledgment of the valuable services rendered by
him to the Parliament and the people of Victoria as a
member of the Legislative Council for Nunawading
Province from 1982 to 1988.
Laurie McArthur, as he was known, was a
hard working contributor to the Victorian
community; he died on 3 March this year, aged 65,
after a long battle with cancer. I had the pleasure of
serving with Mr McArthur, and he will be long
remembered for his considerable service to the
community of Nunawading Province and his
contribution to the Victorian Parliament during the
six years he was a member of this place.

Mr McArthur was born in Hamilton, Victoria, in
1930 and spent his early childhood on his parent's
small farm. He was educated at a small half-time
rural primary school in Wannon, which operated
part-time, before completing his secondary
education at Marist Brothers College at
Mount Gambier, where he became school captain.
At school he excelled in all sports and consequently
captained the football, cricket, tennis, and athletic
teams.
After leaving school Mr McArthur worked in a bank
for a year before attending Ballarat Teachers

In 1982, after 31 years' commitment to the then
Education Department, he resigned to contest the
seat of Nunawading. He subsequently became a
member of this house and quickly established
himself as a hard working and dedicated
parliamentarian. Mr McArthur was a strong and
vocal advocate for the education system and made a
valuable contribution to debate on education in this
chamber.
Of particular concern to him was the care of
emotionally disturbed children and the ability of the
education system to provide the necessary support
and guidance to ensure that the children involved
coped and benefited from the school experience.

Mr McArthur's understanding of rural issues and
his sense of fair play earned him the respect of both
sides of the house. It would be fair to say he was
someone whose company the then members of the
Liberal and National parties enjoyed, even though
he and they were on different sides.
Mr McArthur was a member of the Salinity
Committee from 1982 to 1985 and a member of the
Natural Resources and Environment Committee
from 1985 to 1988. After he resigned from
Parliament he was appointed by the then Labor
government as the Chairman of the Victorian Egg
Marketing Board, a position he held until 1993.
On behalf of the government I extend condolences to
the family of Mr McArthur, including his mother,
Ruth, his wife, Julie, his son, Geoff, and their
families.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - On
behalf of the opposition I endorse the condolence
motion and extend the sympathies of members of
the Labor Party to Lawrence McArthur's family.
Laurie, as he was known, has been described as a
solid Labor man, and indeed he was. As the Leader
of the Government has said, Laurie was born near

CONDOLENCES
10

COUNCIL

Hamilton. He was the son of Alexander, who was an
itinerant shearer and farm labourer; his mother,
Ruth McArthur, tended dairy cows to make ends
meet.
He was educated at a small primary school in
Wannon and later at Marist Brothers College in
Mount Gambier. He attended teachers college and
later taught at various country schools, including
17 years at the East Loddon Consolidated School.
Laurie was elected to Parliament as an ALP member
for Nunawading Province, which he served between
1982 and 1988 during the period of the Labor
government.
I did not personally know Laurie, but he was
certainly known to me as a Labor member of
Parliament who stood out in many ways. He was
interested in education, particularly education for
those for whom leaming English was difficult. That
was extraordinary and shows that he was thinking
of those things long before others started thinking of
them. In his maiden speech in 1982 he talked about:
... the failure of society to marshal the resources and the
expertise to adequately help children who must learn
in a second language. It is the policy of this
government to proceed with bilingual education
programs, which receive my enthusiastic endorsement.
However, this group of children is often disadvantaged
before starting school.

He meant that because of social disadvantage many
children were not able to attend preschool. In the
same speech he said:
Recently I worked in a primary school where 70 per
cent of the children of the preparatory intake had no
preschool experience. These children were
educationally disadvantaged compared with their
more fortunate colleagues.

During the life of this Parliament I trust that
preschool facilities will be available to all children. A
comprehensive preschool structure was put in place
by the Labor government, not least of all because of
the efforts of people such as Laurie McArthur.
Laurie was also concerned about caring for
emotionally disturbed children and he argued for
increased support services. In a world of violence
and aggression we would all do well to reflect on
some of his prophetic statements. In many ways he
was also regarded as the quintessential local
member. He enjoyed attending the functions of a
diversity of groups to which he was invited and he
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could always be counted on to present the concerns
of those groups to the relevant minister immediately
after those visits.
As one of the few members of the Labor government
with a rural background he represented the Labor
Party on many rural issues and pressed home to the
government the needs of country Victorians. He was
an active member of the parliamentary committee
on salinity from 1982 to 1985 and the former Natural
Resources and Environment Committee for the
following three years. After leaving Parliament he
was chairman of the Victorian Egg Marketing Board
from 1989 to 1993 under both Labor and coalition
governments. He was well respected by both sides
of politics and he oversaw the substantial restructure
of egg marketing and the beginning of deregulation
in the industry.
He died on 3 March in Caritas Christi Hospice at the
age of 65 after a long and courageous battle with
cancer. On behalf of the opposition we extend our
condolences to his family.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I wish to
associate members of the National Party with the
condolence motion. Laurie McArthur served this
house well and members of my party who served
with him found him to be an easygoing member. He
was someone with whom they had a deal of affinity
because of his country connection by birth, by being
educated in country Victoria and by serving in
country schools before assuming a principalship in
metropolitan schools.
He also served Parliament with distinction and
made a valuable contribution to the Salinity
Committee, especially in association with the then
member for Rodney, the late E.]. Hann. As members
of that committee the two of them were able to bring
to bear some wisdom, which is still serving our
community well.
For so long he suffered tragically the ravages of
cancer but he bore that burden with enonnous
courage. I remember him making his mark in this
Parliament as a quiet person but one who was
constructive and committed. He was good company
in the chamber, in the precincts, on committees and
elsewhere. I deeply regret his premature passing
and I extend the condolences of the National Party
to his family.
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - I wish to
record the high regard in which Mr McArthur was
held by the citizens of the Nunawading area, which
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comprised a good deal of his electorate. During the
time he served as a member of this house he was
involved in local government issues in Nunawading
and was involved with a wide range of community
organisations. He worked hard to fulfil the
aspirations and ambitions of people in that area. As
a member of Parliament he served that area with
distinction.
In Nunawading he was known as a genuine, honest
and thoughtful person, not one to quickly jump to
conclusions or to push his own opinion but rather
one who listened carefully to people's problems and
concerns. Wherever it was appropriate he was a
keen and enthusiastic supporter or advocate of those
views in other places, whether it be with
Nunawading councillors, the council as a corporate
body or in this house with the government and
ministers.

He was active in a wide range of organisations and,
as Mr Theophanous said, he frequently attended
community functions. He mixed easily and his
interest and love of people was obvious. As has also
been mentioned in this motion tOnight, he had many
friends and was highly regarded by people on both
sides of politics. He was an easy person to talk to
and he had a genuine interest in people.
The high regard in which he was held was shown by
the two obituaries in the Age that recorded his
passing - I notice one obituary was by Ian Baker
and that probably explains why there had to be a
second one! Nevertheless I read through those
obituaries and thought it remarkable that one man
could achieve so much. It shows that without much
fanfare a person can really make a difference.
The Nunawading community appreciates that
during his service as a member of Parliament he
made a Significant contribution to that electorate and
also to this place.
Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I wish to
pay respect to the late Laurie McArthur. I did not
meet him but I have heard of his loyalty to his
friends and to his party. As has been mentioned
today, he was always a good backstop. He was
respected as a politician by both sides of the house
and he was always a voice for the Australian Labor
Party in the eastern suburbs of Mitcham and Box
Hill.
He was a teacher, a vice principal and a principal in
country Victorian schools and in metropolitan
Melbourne. He had a number of community links
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through which he assisted his constituents. He was
always a quiet achiever who did not seek much
publicity but he sought justice for his constituents.
He had two passions: education and agriculture.
He came from a modest farming background and he
worked tirelessly on the jOint parliamentary
committee on salinity. He was also an athletic
person. At various stages he was captain of school
tennis, football and cricket teams. He also
established an indoor cricket team with some of his
parliamentary colleagues - Neil Pope, Mal Sandon
and John Harrowfield.
After his retirement from politics he went back to
country Victoria and bought his family farm, which
he intended to restore and refurbish. Unfortunately
that was not to be. He struggled long and hard
against the illness of cancer and, with my colleagues,
I pass on my condolences to his wife Julie, his two
sons and his stepchildren, grandchildren and two
step-grandchildren.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Finance) Like many new members I came into this place with
a whole range of misconceptions. In my naivety I
did not expect to have too much in common with
members of the then government. Laurie McArthur
quickly dispelled that because he was the sort of
person who was very approachable; he had great
affinity with country Victoria and he served this
Parliament with distinction.
It was only after his retirement from the Victorian

Egg Marketing Board that I learned that Laurie had
been born in Hamilton. I later discovered that he
had been born at a little place called Wannon,
known colloquially as the Wannon. In his retirement
Laurie set about doing up the family farm, which
has a quaint little cottage just on the Hamilton side
of the Wannon. He came to me for advice: knowing
that he was ill and that he wanted to do up the little
cottage that he felt so strongly about he asked
whether I knew of a local contractor who would be
able to help him in his particular circumstances. I
introduced him to a friend of mine of many years
standing, and those two gentlemen became close
friends as well.
I must say that I miss Laurie McArthur. He used to
drop into my office on occasions in Hamilton, and
we shared a whole range of experiences in this
chamber, as honourable members will understand.
Laurie had an incredible sense of history and he
loved coming to what he described as home, to the
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Wannon. On that basis 1 will miss him and 1 pass on
my deepest condolences to members of his family.

join with other honourable members in recording
my condolences.

Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - Laurie
McArthur and 1 were sworn into Parliament on the
same day in June 1982. So on the relevant day in
1982 Laurie McArthur and I, together with many
other new members, were feeling the way a number
of members are feeling right now - nervous.

The PRESIDENT - I, too, wish to respond to the
motion. A long time before 1 met Laurie McArthur I
got to know his mother very well. We attend the
same church in Hamilton. Mrs McArthur is an
outspoken supporter of the Labor Party. If the priest
dared transgress into what she thought was party
politics, and particularly if it was on the
conservative side, quite often she would tell him and
the rest of the congregation where he went wrong! 1
remember her telling the congregation what a great
man Gough Whitlam was.

As Mr Theophanous has demonstrated by reading
some extracts from Laurie McArthur's first speech,
Laurie wanted to make a number of points that day.
During what was actually a fairly brief
parliamentary career he made those points very
well, on all the right occasions, many times. His
passiOns were certainly education, agriculture and
looking for some solutions to the challenges and
problems involving salinity.
Laurie was a real teacher. 1 well remember, like any
dedicated and long-term teacher, how excited he
was on the first day in this place when he realised
that he had taught Carolyn, one of the Hansard
reporters. He was just delighted that he was one of
the people who had taught Carolyn when she was
10 or 11 years old and he was now a member of this
place.
He was most enthusiastic about agricultural
concerns. After he left Parliament he took on the
position of chairman of the Victorian Egg Marketing
Board, and for the brief time that 1 was shadow
minister for agriculture and rural affairs he initiated
me into some of the mysteries of the egg board and
the egg industry, for which 1 shall be eternally
grateful.
One of Laurie's very close friends in Parliament was
Fred Van Buren. When 1 spoke to Freddie the other
day he said, 'Laurie really was one of nature's
gentlemen. I know that is a cliche but he really was'.
Everybody liked him. 1 do not think you will find
any member on either side of the house who would
have a bad word to say about Laurie McArthur. He
was very well liked. He had a cheerful, sunny
dispOSition. He was enthusiastic about things.
As Mr Atkinson pointed out, Laurie quickly became
a good representative and he was a good member of
Parliament as well. He was a good colleague and
friend to most of us. He was a genuinely modest
man. It was in part that modesty and cheerful
dispOSition that made him such a terrific bloke to
work with. Laurie died too soon and too young. I

The first time I learnt that Laurie was to be a
candidate was when Mrs McArthur came into
church with a 'Vote for McArthur' banner wrapped
around her hat. Mrs McArthur is still going strong in
Hamilton!
I attended a memorial service for Laurie in Hamilton
some time ago and the members of the family were
there. I was happy to again meet his wife, his
children and his mother. It was a real celebration of
a life very well served. He was a decent human
being who was a credit to himself and his family. I
pass on my condolences again to his wife, his
children and his mother.
Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in
their places.

The Honourable Sir Kenneth Henry
Wheeler
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - 1 move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death, on 10 May 1996, of the Honourable Sir Kenneth
Henry Wheeler, and places on record its
acknowledgment of the valuable services rendered by
him to the Parliament and the people of Victoria as a
member of the Legislative Assembly for the electoral
district of Essendon from 1958 to 1979 and Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly from 1973 to 1979.

Sir Kenneth Wheeler died on 10 May this year at the
age of 83 years. He will be remembered for his
outstanding contribution to the Victorian Parliament
during his 21 years as a member of the Legislative
Assembly, 7 of which were spent as Speaker in that
chamber.
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Sir Kenneth's is a rags-to-riches story in every sense.
He was born in Mernda in September 1912. The son
of a farmer and servant - that is how it is
described - Sir Kenneth left the one-teacher
Mernda State School at the age of 13 to work on the
family farm when his father suffered ill-health.
Sir Kenneth studied at night and saved every penny
he could.
Following his marriage to Jean in 1934 Sir Kenneth
moved to Melbourne and bought a horse, a cart and
a milk run in Coburg. Through hard work and
perSistence by 1945 he had acquired five horses and
carts, and five years later he amalgamated his
business with Croft Bank Dairies and became its
manager.
From 1959 to 1970, while a member of the
Legislative Assembly, he was manager of
Metropolitan Dairies. It was his passionate belief in
the free enterprise system that eventually led to his
joining the Liberal Party in 1948. He was convinced
that Victoria could achieve its best only through the
private enterprise system that he felt was so
important.
Sir Kenneth's strong views on local government and
community mindedness were the catalyst for a life
dedicated to public service and in 1950 he was
elected to the Coburg City Council. He was a
councillor for nine years and mayor from 1955 to
1956. During this period he become the president of
the Coburg Football Club and the Coburg Rotary
Club, was a member of numerous school bodies and
took an active role in the establishment of the
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital.
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Another stamp left by Sir Kenneth was the
development in 1978 of the gardens on the south
side of Parliament House after work to construct the
Parliament underground railway station had been
completed. A dedicated parliamentarian,
Sir Kenneth served as a member of numerous
parliamentary committees including the library,
public accounts, house and standing orders
committees. In 1976 he was awarded the honour of
the office of knight bachelor in recognition of his
noteworthy public service.
Despite his nearly 30 years in public life, including
21 years of service to Victoria as a parliamentarian,
Sir Kenneth always maintained his interest in the
milkman's horse and cart. He had two specially
decorated milk carts and four Clydesdale horses. On
occasions during non-sitting periods of the
Legislative Assembly he would travel throughout
country Victoria and enter the horses and carts in
agricultural shows; apparently he did very well with
those entries.
Sir Kenneth was clearly a battler, as can be seen from
his running the family farm from age 13 because of
family circumstances to delivering milk in the early
hours of the morning for 19 years; to the nearest of
election wins in 1970 when he scraped in with only a
handful of votes; to the 1973 election battle for the
Speakership, which he finally won after seven
exhaustive ballots.
In his last address to the Legislative Assembly at
about 3.00 a.m. one Saturday morning in 1979,
Sir Kenneth spoke about the great institution of
Parliament. I refer to part of that speech in which he
said:

In 1958 Sir Kenneth was elected as the member for

the electoral district of Pascoe Vale, which was later
renamed the electoral district of Essendon following
a redistribution. Sir Kenneth's integrity and ability
were recognised in 1973 when he was appointed
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. He gave the
chair the dignity and grace it deserved. He was
regarded as a man of honour, with keenness,
enthusiasm and wisdom - all the qualities required
of a good Speaker.
Sir Kenneth's aim as Speaker was to encourage more
people to see Parliament in action and to visit
Parliament House itself. He had the idea of holding
exhibitions in Queen's Hall, which would attract
visitors to Parliament House: that idea has been well
and truly followed since that time.

Parties have their so-called machines, but this
institution is more than a machine. I hope that this
great institution has earned and will maintain the
respect of the Victorian people.

On behalf of the government, I extend condolences
to the family of Sir Kenneth Wheeler, including his
wife Jean, daughter Heather, son Lindsay and their
families.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I join
the Leader of the Government in extending
condolences to the family of the late Sir Kenneth
Wheeler. Sir Kenneth served in the Legislative
Assembly as the honourable member for Essendon,
and originally as the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale, for a total of 21 years, including the last six
years as Speaker of that chamber.
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Not long ago, Sir Kenneth was heard discussing the
seat of Essendon and how it now appears, generally
speaking, to be a Labor seat. He was quick to point
out that he held a seat in that area for 21 years but
that he had never held the seat by more than 1500
votes, and sometimes held it by as few as 27 votes.
As has been said, Sir Kenneth left school in 1925 at
the age of 13. He worked on his family's farm in
Mernda after his father became ill. During that time
he continued his education at night school. In 1934
he purchased a milk retailing business in Coburg, a
suburb that was then regarded as being in the
backblocks. Sir Kenneth embarked on his new
business with tenacity and, as the Leader of the
Government said, by 1955 he was operating five
horses and carts in his business in what may be
called a bygone era - one which many people
certainly miss.
Sir Kenneth's involvement in the local community at
the time extended well beyond his small business.
He was involved in a large number of community
groups in the area, including the councils of the then
Coburg State School, Glenroy Technical School,
Pascoe Vale Girls High School and Melbourne
School of Textiles, as well as being on the board of
the Coburg Football Club. He was also actively
involved in local government and served as Mayor
of Coburg between 1955 and 1956.
During his terms in Parliament he served on a
number of committees, including the printing,
library, public accounts, Ansett Transport Industries,
qualifications and standing orders committees. But
his greatest, and certainly his most memorable and
substantial, contribution was as Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly between 1973 and 1979. It is
understood that after his election to that position
Sir Kenneth told a meeting of the Essendon Rotary
Club - perhaps jokingly - that he was concerned
that he may have had some difficulty as the
PreSiding Officer of that house in remaining
impartial.
It is certainly clear that those concerns were
unfounded, because he served with distinction
throughout his career: as Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly he proved to be widely respected by both
sides of that house.
Upon his election as Speaker he told the press that
his major aim was to encourage the general public to
visit Parliament House more often. He spent a great
deal of time successfully pursuing that aim. He
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opened Parliament House to the public more than
had been the case previously.
In December 1978, before Sir Kenneth's retirement
the following year, the Legislative Assembly paid
tribute to his service as Speaker. The then Leader of
the Opposition, Frank Wilkes, praised Sir Kenneth's
performance and contribution, noting that all the
courtesies received by him were richly deserved.
Sir Kenneth Wheeler made a Significant contribution
to the Parliament of Victoria during his term as
Speaker and as the member for Essendon. On behalf
of the opposition I extend my condolences to the
family of Sir Kenneth Wheeler.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - It is fair
to say that you, Mr President, and I had a unique
connection with Sir Kenneth Wheeler in that in the
1970s we both had the privilege of serving under
and with him in the Legislative Assembly.
Sir Kenneth became the Speaker on the equivalent of
this day 23 years ago, when I was sworn in as the
member for Murray Valley.
He took over the Speakership from Sir Vernon
Christie, who was considered by some to be
something of a martinet. Sir Kenneth brought to the
Speakership a gentler and perhaps kinder attitude.
As a young new member I certainly appreciated the
guidance Sir Kenneth gave me; I am sure he
accorded similar guidance to all other new members
of the house.
That is not to say he was not prepared from time to
time to lay down the law. I recall being carpeted by
Sir Kenneth after my very first budget speech in
September 1973 when I criticised the facilities in this
building - something I have done many times
since - but at the time, Sir Kenneth took my
comments as a personal criticism of him as
Chairman of the House Committee. I explained to
him that that was not what I had meant: as a new
member of Parliament I had been surprised and
perhaps disappointed to find that the conditions for
members and staff were poorer than I had expected
them to be.
In his term as Speaker, Sir Kenneth brought to his
administration of the house and to the conduct of
debate a great sense of fairness which I think we all
look to in a Presiding Officer. In this Parliament
generally we have been blessed with Speakers and
Presidents who have had that ability, but
Sir Kenneth certainly had it in large measure.
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I was also fortunate to have an ongoing connection
with Sir Kenneth and Lady Wheeler because their
son Lindsay and daughter-in-law Merle conducted a
business in Wodonga, where I lived. His grandson
Greg is still connected with that business today. We
had a mutual interest in the development of
Wodonga and had many friendly conversations over
cups of coffee discussing what was happening,
particularly with Albury-Wodonga under the
development corporation in the 19705.
Sir Kenneth Wheeler epitomised someone who had
pulled himself up by the bootstraps. He started life
in the most modest circumstances, yet by dint of
hard work and commitment he progressed to what
may be regarded as the pinnacle of anyone's
political life through his rise to the position of
Speaker of our great democratic institution.
While he was here and even after he had left Sir
Kenneth Wheeler upheld the ideals of this
institution. Oddly enough, only last Friday his
Speakership was discussed over the dinner table at
the luncheon of the Victorian Parliamentary Former
Members Association, although, as Mrs Varty points
out, we did not know at the time that his death was
imminent. It was simply that Sir Kenneth Wheeler's
name, memory and what he had achieved in this
house were discussed over lunch, which shows that
even after all these years his contribution is still
remembered. Again I record the condolences of my
National Party colleagues on his passing.
Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in
their places.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I move:
That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the
late Lawrence Alexander McArthur, Esquire, and the
late Sir Kenneth Henry Wheeler, the house do now
adjourn, until 8.00 p.m. this day.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.42 p.m.

15

COUNCIL

COMMISSION TO SWEAR MEMBERS
The PRESIDENT announced receipt from His
Excellency the Governor of commission
authorising him to administer oath or affirmation
of allegiance to members who have not taken and
subscribed same since election.

THE MINISTRY
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - Following the
re-election of the Kennett government it is my
pleasure to advise the house of the allocation of
ministers in this place. I have been re-elected Leader
of the Government and have been appointed
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology. The
Honourable Rob Knowles has been elected deputy
leader and Minister for Health and Minister for
Aged Care. The Honourable Roger Hallam is
Minister for Finance and Minister for Gaming. The
Honourable Geoff Craige is Minister for Roads and
Ports, and the Honourable Louise Asher is Minister
for Small Business and Minister for Tourism. I
congratulate all ministers on their appointments and
in particular the two new ministers who, I believe,
based on their track records, will certainly serve this
Parliament and this state very well.
I am also pleased to advise the house that the
Government Whip is the Honourable Ken Smith and
that the National Party Whip is the Honourable
Barry Bishop. The Honourable Dick de Fegely is the
secretary of the parliamentary Liberal Party.
I welcome the new coalition members and the new
members of the Labor Party. I look forward to their
maiden speeches and to their contributions to debate
in this chamber.
In the wake of the election result I also record the
departure of two members, as we did not have the
opportunity to thank all retiring members when the
house last sat. When we were farewelling members
of both sides of the house the Honourable David
Evans had not announced his retirement and we did
not get the opportunity to thank him for his
contribution. I place on the record on behalf of
honourable members our respect for his long
contribution to this chamber, to this Parliament and
to this state.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at B.03 p.m.
It is also with enormous pleasure that I place on the
record the retirement of the Honourable David
White. We recognise that we did not have the
opportunity to farewell him or to pass on our
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personal feelings. We are pleased that his electorate
did it for us.
Finally I make two comments about recording some
changes in this place. It would be remiss of all of us
not to recognise that for the first time in history, I
believe, the National Party is represented in this
chamber by a woman. We regard that as something
of great significance that will permanently change
the National Party. I also welcome the new youngest
member of this chamber, the Honourable Cameron
Boardman, who comes here at the age of 25. We
recognise the fact that with the age spread of people
in this chamber it is important that we keep up the
record for having the youngest member as well as
having long held the record for having the oldest
member.
In doing that I thank honourable members for their
tolerance; I welcome the new members and look
forward to the good operating of this house.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I take
this opportunity to inform the house of the
arrangements on the opposition side. The
Honourable Monica Gould will be the Deputy
Leader of the OppOSition in this house and will also
have responsibility as shadow Minister for Aged
Care, with additional responsibilities assisting the
shadow Minister for Health. The Honourable Pat
Power is shadow minister for local government,
regional development and roads and ports. The
Honourable Caroline Hogg will be, I am sure, a very
effective Opposition Whip. We think we have
certainly done better in those placements than the
government side.
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Finally, I too welcome all new members. In
particular, I welcome the two new Labor members,
the Honourables Tayfun Eren and Sang Nguyen,
who continue Labor's tradition as a broad, diverse
and representative party that includes women and
members of ethnic communities. I also welcome the
new members of the government, and I join with the
Leader of the Government in welcoming the first
female member of the National Party to this house.

PARLIAMENT
Officers
The PRESIDENT - Order! I wish to make a
short announcement concerning the staff of the
Legislative Council. In March this year David Ali,
the former Clerk of the Papers, transferred to a
position in the Cabinet Office. As a result we have
taken the opportunity of reviewing chamber support
services and undertaking some restructuring. The
new position of Senior Parliamentary Officer,
Chamber Support, has been created, to which
Or Ray Wright - who will be known to most
honourable members as a senior researcher in the
parliamentary library and as the author of a history
of the Victorian Parliament - has been appointed.
His duties involve managing the Council's chamber
support services, including the Papers Office. He
will also relieve the Council table officers on a roster
basis, so honourable members can expect to see him
in the chamber from time to time.

STATUTE LAW REVISION (MARINE)
BILL
Introduction and first reading

I take the opportunity to farewell the Honourable
Bob Ives and the Honourable Burwyn Davidson,
whom we did not farewell on the occasion of our
last meeting. We farewelled other members who we
knew were leaving, including the Honourable David
White. We knew he was leaving but we had the full
expectation that he would be in another place.
Nevertheless, we farewelled him from this place on
a previous occasion shortly before the end of the last
sitting of Parliament.
As most members will be aware, the Honourables
Bob Ives and Burwyn Davidson made Significant
contributions on behalf of the Labor Party in this
place. I put on the record my thanks and the thanks
of my party for their contributions during their time
as members of this house.

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - In order to preserve the
privileges of this house, and in accordance with the
standing orders, I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to make minor
amendments of a statute law revision nature to the
Ports Acts (Amendment) Act 1995 and the Port Services
Act 1995 and the Marine Act 1988.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (North Eastern) - I move:
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That the Honourable Peter Ronald Hall be appointed
Chainnan of Committees of the Council.

I believe Mr Hall will bring outstanding qualities to
the position.
I also take this opportunity of endorsing the remarks
made by the Leader of the Government about the
Honourable David Evans, the outgoing Deputy
President and long-serving member of this house.
We all acknowledge the sterling service that the
Honourable David Evans gave both to Parliament
and to his province. It is unfortunate that we did not
have the opportunity of formally acknowledging his
service when we acknowledged the service given by
other retiring members, so I take this opportunity of
placing that appreciation on the record.
Motion agreed to.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) (By leave) - I take
this opportunity of thanking the house for
bestowing this honour on me, and I also thank
members for their support. Mr President, I take this
opportunity to congratulate you on your
appointment as President, and I look forward to
supporting you in that role.
Finally, I give all members the commitment that I
will try to the best of my ability to exercise the
qualities that you, Mr President, have demonstrated
so well over many years - that is, a high level of
impartiality and good judgment.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES
The PRESIDENT laid on table warrant nominating
Honourables Gerald Barry Ashman, Barry
Wilfred Bishop, William Forwood, Jean McLean,
Donato Antonio Nardella, Barry Thomas Pullen
and Christopher Arthur Strong to act as Temporary
Chairmen of Committees whenever requested to
do so by the Chairman of Committees or whenever
the Chairman of Committees is absent.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Industry assistance programs
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology to
a press report in the Australian Financial Review of
19 April which states that the federal government's
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expenditure review committee is proposing to
abolish the $237 million export market development
scheme. As this scheme is administered in Victoria
by the minister's department, and as he has said that
he was caught out by an interesting comment - Hon. M. A. Birrell - That was an aside.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - As this scheme is
administered in Victoria by his department, will the
minister tell the house whether he has made any
representations to his federal counterparts opposing
the proposal and whether - Hon. G. R. Craige - Is that the best you can do?
Where have you been for the past few months?
The PRESIDENT - Order! Do not set a bad
example to new members.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Obviously
members opposite do not care about the millions of
dollars that have come to Victorian businesses under
the scheme. I ask the minister, firstly, whether he has
made representations to try to maintain funding for
these important programs, and, secondly, whether
his department has evaluated the number of
Victorian jobs that are likely to be lost if the scheme
is abolished.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I thank the member for
his question. I know his heart lies in Canberra, so it
is not surprising that his first question is about it! I
am happy to respond to the concerns the honourable
member has expressed, but his question shows that
even in the wake of the 1996 state election landslide
he has not learnt that one of the roles of modem
governments is to pick up the pieces left to them by
Labor. That is what the Prime Minister, John
Howard, is dOing, and we support him - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You support him?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - I make it clear that we
support John Howard all the way. We welcome the
fact that he is reviewing programs. We welcome the
fact that he wants to deal with the debt problem that
he inherited from your administration. We welcome
the fact that he is prepared to look at every single
program as a way of ensuring that Victorian
companies, individual taxpayers and ordinary
Victorian citizens can get out of the problems
created by his federal predecessor.
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If that involves taking on some sacred cows in some
portfolios, we encourage him to do so.
Mr Theophanous and his party will slowly learn that
it is the role of incoming governments governments coming in on the back of those which
have been financially imprudent and which have
built up debt and deficits - to assess those
programs, and we welcome their doing so.

Let's look at the first one that has been announced,
the tariff concession scheme. Mr Theophanous is
concerned about its impact on Victoria. The scheme
has had a direct impact on dozens of major
employers and hundreds of medium-sized
employers. But which government wanted to
abolish it completely? It was the Keating
government.
That is the scheme that, courageously and correctly
and despite some minor intimidation from failed
Labor observers, the Howard government said it
would reassess. In doing so it came up with a much
better outcome for Victoria than that promised by
the Keating government, all because it fearlessly and
objectively went through those programs - and we
welcome its doing so. If I can do half as good a job
on this as I did on the environment, I will be very
happy. Mr Theophanous, the reality is - and don't
you forget it - that you and your mob have not laid
a glove on me over the past four years, and it hurts!

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - This is the challenge,
Mr Theophanous: take me on! Let's be quite clear,
early on in the game: take me on. If you want to
focus on me, I am more than happy for you to do so.
The Howard government has clearly analysed the
industry programs and in its public statements has
clearly come up with a better outcome for Victoria
than that threatened by the Keating government. I
welcome any analysis of the programs, and I have
confidence in the outcomes for ordinary Victorians
and the medium and long-term interests of business
in this state.
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the steps the government has taken to recognise the
efforts of Victoria's leading export achievers?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology) - I am very pleased to
advise the house of the efforts that will be made, in
particular the recognition the Victorian Governor
will give to people who make great achievements in
exporting. They deserve recognition, and the
Governor's Victorian export awards will achieve
that outcome.
The Governor will present seven awards to various
people who are real pacesetters and to a certain
extent role models. The winners of the awards will
receive recognition not just from the state
government but from the federal government and
their peers. We know that success breeds success in
export markets, and in part the award program will
ensure that people who have not yet tried will have
role models as a result of the recognition given to
successful exporters by the Governor of Victoria and
the commonwealth government.
The award categories include services, small and
medium manufacturers, agriculture, mineral
products and large manufacturers, and there will be
an individual award. The winners of the awards will
automatically go into the Australian export award
finals, which are organised by A ustrade, the
Australian Trade Commission. To qualify
companies will need to have been exporting for a
minimum of three years. They will be judged on a
range of criteria including levels of export sales,
export growth and marketing strategies.
Honourable members will be sent information on
the awards so they can nominate companies within
their provinces. We certainly welcome the
Governor's involvement in presenting the awards.
We also welcome the support offered for the
program by the Keating government before the
change to the Howard government. We look
forward to the awards receiving bipartisan support
from state and federal governments and all political
parties.

Export achievement awards
Hospitals: Latrobe Regional
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - I take
this pertinent opportunity to ask a question without
notice of the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology. It is particularly pertinent because it
follows the irrelevant and ill-considered question
asked by the Leader of the Opposition, who
continues to demonstrate his ignorance of matters
such as these. Will the minister advise the house of

Hon. M. M. GOULD (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the government's decision to
privatise the Latrobe Regional Hospital. I ask the
minister whether any privatisation plans have been
considered for other Victorian hospitals; and if so, I
ask him to name the hospitals.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
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Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) There are no plans at this stage to privatise other
hospitals in this state.

Hospitals: rural funding
Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) - Will the
Minister for Health advise the house whether he is
proposing any changes to the method by which
small rural hospitals are funded on a recurrent basis?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - It
is true to say that small country hospitals have
undergone very Significant changes over recent
years. By and large that reflects changed medical
practices and a recognition that health services in
rural areas need to be much more comprehensive in
their coverage than simply providing bed-based
services. Most of the acute services have been
funded under case-mix funding, which has been
very successful in Victoria and which has enabled
155 000 more Victorians to be treated in our public
hospital system, which is a crucial and important
achievement.
Given that the policies of the previous federal
government were specifically designed to reduce the
level of private health insurance, which meant that
increasing numbers of Australians had to rely on the
public hospital system, it became very important to
ensure that the Victorian public hospital system
accommodated more Victorians. Case mix has
enabled that to be achieved.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Not in the bush it
hasn't!
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Mr Theophanous, in the
bush it has; I am sorry to disappoint you. The
problem with the opposition is that it does not
actually know what the bush is like and what its
interests are!
We have reached the stage where we recognise that
smaller rural communities are better served by the
development of more flexible, multipurpose-type
approaches to health proviSion. The government
took up the opportunities that the previous federal
government provided for the development of
multipurpose service centres, particularly in rural
communities.
The government is keen to extend those
arrangements because it believes that is the way
forward in meeting the health needs of smaller rural
communities. As a way of facilitating that further
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development I have asked the department to
prepare options to more appropriately provide
recurrent funds to small rural health services. The
government intends the new funding model to take
effect from 1 July so it will operate for the next
financial year. It is part of the ongoing development
of a funding model and a policy framework that
ensure that the government is able to better meet the
health needs of rural communities. Over the past
three and a half years the government has made
dramatic improvements in the way those services
are delivered, and I feel confident that will continue
over the next year.

Hospitals: Latrobe Regional
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
refer the Minister for Health to the government's
decision to privatise the Latrobe Regional Hospital. I
ask him whether the current hospital employees and
doctors will be guaranteed employment in the new
private hospital and, if not, whether they will
receive targeted separation packages.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) The question is premature. At this stage we are
inviting submissions from selected consortia on how
they would structure those services. Those sorts of
issues will be addressed during that process.

Crown Casino: construction
Hon. S. de C. WILDING (Chelsea) - Will the
Minister for Gaming inform the house of the
progress of construction at the Southbank casino
site?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Gaming) - I
thank the honourable member for her question,
which is the first one I have received in my new
portfolio as minister responsible for gaming. It is a
responsibility I welcome, although I am cognisant of
the sensitivities involved.
Honourable members would be aware that the
building shell on Southbank has now been
completed. Concrete pouring for the basement and
the promenade, as well as the hotel podium and
tower, has been completed and work is well under
way on both the external cladding and internal
finishes. Judging by the rate of progress that is
currently being achieved I confidently predict the
casino complex will be opened by the deadline of
30 November this year.
Hon. Jean McLean interjected.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I say as an aside,
especially for the benefit of Mrs McLean, that if the
casino operator has not completed the project by
30 November a penalty of $50 000 a day applies
until the date of completion.
The casino complex is bringing enormous benefits to
the state before it even opens. Right now 1200
Victorians are enjoying employment on the
construction site and, if we add to those 1200 the
other Victorians who are enjoying employment
off-site in the building products industry, one
realises that many thousands of Victorians are
receiving direct benefits as a result of the casino
development.
The complex is much more than a casino. Members
might be interested to learn that the gaming floor of
the complex is only 5 per cent of the total
accommodation on the site. If one takes into account
the part of the project on the south side of Whiteman
Street, one realises the gaming floor is only a minor
proportion of the development. Among the other
facilities included on the site are 14 cinemas, a
world-class five and six-star hotel and a number of
restaurants, nightclubs and other entertainment
venues.
In addition there will be a 1500-seat showroom and
substantial conference and function areas. It will be
finished with a spectacular roof garden prOviding
panoramic views of the southern part of our great
city, the Yarra precinct and our city skyline. These
facilities will determine that Southbank becomes and
remains one of Australia's premier entertainment
and leisure precincts.
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following expenditure for channel dredging all
money will be returned to consolidated revenue.
Has the minister prepared any submission or is he
aware of any government submission that would
have resulted in that money being retained in the
Geelong region to assist in local economic growth
and development?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -It is with a great deal of enthusiasm that I
respond to Mr Power's question. I guess like many
members on his side of the house he gets much of
his information from newspapers, and I am sure that
in the case of the Geelong port the situation is no
different.
This sale is a remarkable success story. It places
Victoria and Geelong clearly at the forefront of port
reform in Australia and it gives Geelong and its
surrounding areas an opportunity to get out of the
hole it has been in for a long time. Geelong now has
the potential to be a real competitor as an export
port. The new owners, TNT and Infrastructure
Investment Corporation, will clearly be well placed
as they have had previous experience in ports. They
will be able to give a boost to the Geelong area. The
investment they have made will ensure that they are
one of the state and country's great freight
forwarders.
This is a good news story for the people of Geelong.
It will place Geelong at the forefront of the port
privatisation plan and, like so many other people in
Victoria, I look forward to the role Geelong will play
as one of the most important ports in Australia.

Calder Highway duplication
Progress to this point is commendable. The
government is monitoring the construction of the
casino complex on a weekly basis through the state's
nominated representative, Mr Julian Nance. I look
forward to keeping this chamber and individual
members briefed on the construction progress,
especially as we approach the completion date of
30 November. This is a great news story for Victoria
and I look forward to keeping the house well
informed on the outcome.

Hon. R. S. de FEGELY (Ballarat) - I t is difficult
to ask a question from this part of the chamber, but I
congratulate the two new whips. I address my
question to the Minister for Roads and Ports and I
congratulate him on his appointment. I also
congratulate his colleague the Minister for Small
Business on her appointment. Will the minister
inform the house of the current status of the Calder
duplication project including the recent opening of
the Gap Hill section at Sunbury?

Port of Geelong: sale
Hon. PAT POWER Uika Jika) - I address the
attention of my local member, the Minister for
Roads and Ports, to the sale of Geelong's port for a
reported $50.5 million. The minister would
acknowledge that the port has reserves of more than
$40 million and no debt. It has been reported that

Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -Honourable members would be aware of
the support this project has received from local
members, Dick de Fegely, Rob Knowles, Ron Best
and Barry Bishop, who have been supporters of the
project ever since our revitalisation program for the
Calder Highway to Bendigo commenced. This

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tuesday, 14 May 1996

COUNCIL

21

magnificent project will revitalise central Victoria. It
will allow Victorians to travel safely and
comfortably to Bendigo whereas up until now,
weekend after weekend, they have had to endure
the adverse conditions that arose from the neglect
that occurred over a 100year period.

past few years the port has been withering on the
vine. It has not had the opportunities to proceed as it
should and there are many reasons why that is so. I
encourage and support the new owners in their
venture and look forward to a very exciting project
in the port of Geelong.

On 1 May a 9-kilometre road section was opened
from Diggers Rest to Millett Road at a cost of
$32 million. It removed. a significant black spot on
the Calder Highway at Gap Hill. The project was
completed in time and within budget. It was an
important project funded from the 3-cent-a-litre
petrol levy under the Better Roads program, which
contributed $19 million. The state capital works
program contribution was something like $5 million.

Tourism Victoria awards

It is also important to note that this is only the first
stage of a 15-kilometre duplication process of the
road between Diggers Rest and Gisbome which will
cost $63 million. A contract has recently been
awarded for the next section - a further
6 kilometres of divided. road, which will connect
Diggers Rest to the Gisbome bypass. I look forward
to this section being opened in 1998.
Planning for the next projects have been
commenced, including the Black Forest and
Carlsruhe sections and the Woodend bypass. This
project is an initiative of the government's Calder
Highway strategy, which will see a four-lane
highway completed from Diggers Rest to Bendigo.
As I said, this is one of those really good news
stories where the government had to pick up the
pieces that were left after 10 years of Labor
mismanagement when no money was allocated for
roads.

Port of Geelong: sale
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Can the Minister
for Roads and Ports assure the house that the
maritime workers currently employed at the port of
Geelong will retain their jobs under the privatised
ownership?
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -The employees of the port of Geelong and
the purchase of the port are matters for the new
owners, and clearly TNT and its partner,
Infrastructure Investment Corporation, will be
making the decisions. Representatives of the unions
and other groups were involved in the process that
took place. I am sure that honourable members such
as Mr Hartigan and Mr Cover, who know about the
port of Geelong, would understand that over the

Hon. BILL FORWOOD (Templestowe) - Before
I direct my question to the Minister for Tourism I
congratulate her on her appointment. Will the
minister advise the house of recent awards won by
Tourism Victoria for its 'You'll love every piece of
Victoria' marketing campaign?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Tourism) - I
am pleased that I have received at least one question
tonight, albeit from my own side. Honourable
members would be aware of the Tourism Victoria
marketing campaign entitled 'You'll love every
piece of Victoria'. The exciting aspect of the
campaign is that not only has it had stunning results
in increasing tourism in Victoria but the campaign
has actually been recognised by awards, both in
Australia and internationally.
Hon. Pat Power - Nicaragua!
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - No, bigger than that. I
am pleased to announce that Tourism Victoria has
won the gold award from the Pacific Asia Travel
Association, and the Victorian advertiSing and
marketing campaign defeated entries from Asia,
South America, Canada, the United States of
America, New Zealand and Pacific nations. This
fantastic result for Victoria has come on top of three
domestic marketing awards received for the same
campaign. We have won awards in the national and
state categories of the Australian Marketing Institute
and for the overall marketing excellence in Victoria,
not only in tourism but over all industry categories.
The campaign, which was launched in September
1993, is now marketing certain streets of Melbourne.
It was introduced into the New South Wales and
South Australian markets initially and has now been
introduced into the Queensland market. To illustrate
the success of the campaign I advise the house that
Victoria is now the second most popular destination
for domestic tourists.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - They are coming back
from Queensland to visit their families!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Hon. LOUISE ASHER - I am glad Mr Nardella
mentioned. Queensland. I am delighted to advise the
house that as a domestic destination Victoria is now
more popular with national visitors than
Queensland.
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that such commissioners are classified as employees
under the Commonwealth Superannuation
Guarantee (Administration) Act and thus are quite
different from councillors: therefore the councils are
required to make the appropriate contributions in
favour of each commissioner.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - It is a well-known fact
that Mr Theophanous's leader, Mr Brumby, would
like to send him to Queensland! The Bureau of
Tourism Research found that from July to
September 1995 the level of tourism in Victoria was
up 17 per cent compared with the same period in
1994. That compares extremely favourably with a
national growth of 6 per cent, a growth of 3 per cent
in New South Wales and a 5 per cent decrease in
Queensland. So the results achieved by Tourism
Victoria are absolutely fantastic.
All Victorians should be very excited about the pride
and confidence that has been restored in our state
and the fact that so many other Australians are
enthusiastically visiting our fantastic state.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for
Finance) -Mr President, I wish to make a personal
explanation. On 29 November last I told the house
that commissioners for local government were not
entitled. to severance payments. In making this point
I also stated they were not entitled to
superannuation. This is recorded at page 958 of
Hansard.

Sessional orders
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That unless otherwise ordered by the house, in each
week of the present session (a) the days and hours of meeting of the Council shall
be Tuesday at 2.30 p.m., Wednesday at 10.00 a.m.
and Thursday at 10.00 a.m.;
(b) the transaction of government business shall take

precedence of all other business, except business
governed by standing orders nos 20A, 68A and 86,
on any sitting day except Wednesday, and at
2.00 p.m. on Wednesday;.
(c)

(d) no new business shall be taken after 10.00 p.m.;
(e) the time appointed for the asking of questions
without notice and the giving of answers to
questions on notice shall be 2.30 p.m. each day;
(f)

Hon. Pat Power - You misled the house!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The latter part of my
statement was incorrect, and I wish to apologise
unreservedly for this unintentional error. To
absolutely clarify the issue, I can report that I have
since received advice that such commissioners are
classified as employees under the commonwealth
Superannuation Guarantee (Administration) Act.
Hon. Pat Power interjected.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Power knows
that personal explanations are not the subject of
debate, nor should they be subjected to interjections.
An honourable member who is making a personal
explanation should be allowed to do so in silence.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - To absolutely clarify the
issue, I can report that I have since received advice

the transaction of general business shall take
precedence of all other business on Wednesday
until 2.00 p.m.;

the provisions of this resolution, so far as they are
inconsistent with the standing orders and practice
of the house, shall have effect notwithstanding
anything contained in those standing orders.

Motion agreed to.

Discharge of orders of the day
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That during the present session an order of the day,
general business, for the consideration of a ministem
statement or a paper tabled either (a) by command of His Excellency the Governor;
(b) pursuant to an order of the house; or
(c)

pursuant to statute -

shall be discharged from the notice paper without
further proceeding after having been listed for five
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consecutive sitting days, unless a take-note motion has
intervened and is pending resolution.

member shall provide the President with a
copy of that newspaper, book or publication;
(c) the President thereupon will determine as soon
as practicable whether the matter merits
precedence over other business;

Motion agreed to.

PROCLAMATIONS OF ACTS

(d) if in the opinion of the President the matter
merits precedence, he will inform the house of
his decision and the member who raised the
matter may forthwith move a motion without
notice in relation to the matter;

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this house authorises and requires the Clerk,
during the present session, to lay on the table copies of
proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in
Council fixing dates for the coming into operation of
acts, as published in the Government Gazette from time
to time.

(e) if in the opinion of the President the matter does
not merit precedence, he will inform the
member in writing accordingly and may also
inform the house of his decision; and
(f)

Motion agreed to.

TEMPORARY RELIEF IN CHAIR
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That in the case of any absence of the Deputy President
during the present session, the President be authorised
to call upon any of the Temporary Chairmen of
Committees to temporarily relieve him in the chair and
that, during any absence of the President, the Deputy
President be similarly authorised to call upon any of
the temporary chairmen.

Motion agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Privilege

Motion agreed to.

Broadcasting of proceedings
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That this house authorises, during the present session,
the broadcasting and rebroadcasting on radio and
television stations of recorded excerpts of proceedings
in the Legislative Council, subject to the following
conditions:
(a) Audio excerpts of proceedings may be taken for the
above purposes only;
(b)

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move:
That until the end of the session, standing orders nos
85,94 and 126 be suspended in so far as they relate to
the raising of matters of privilege, and that the
procedure to be followed in raising matters of privilege
shall be as follows:
Upon any matter of privilege arising (a) a member shall, unless circumstances prevent,
give written notice of the alleged breach of
privilege or contempt to the President as soon
as reasonably practicable after the matter has
come to attention;
(b)

if the matter arises from a statement published
in a newspaper, book or other publication, the

a decision by the President not to allow
precedence shall not prevent a member from
proceeding with the matter by motion after
notice.

Television video or film of a particular proceeding
may be taken provided the President, after
consultation with the party leaders, has so
approved;

(c) Audio excerpts shall be recorded from the signal
transmitted by the house monitoring system only
by representatives of accredited media
organisations. No alteration to the sound relay
equipment is to be undertaken unless approved by
the President;
(d) Excerpts are not to be used for the purposes of satire
or ridicule;
(e) Excerpts shall not be used for the purpose of
political party advertising or in election campaigns;
(f)

Fairness in reporting with reasonable balance
between both sides of the house is to be achieved
by avoiding undue concentration on anyone
member;

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITfEES
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(g) Excerpts must be placed in context. Commentators
should identify members at least by name;
(h) Media personnel are required to obey any
instruction given either generally or in a particular
case by the President or through him by the Oerk
of the Legislative Council, the Usher of the Black
Rod or the Housekeeper;
(i)

Any breach of these conditions may result in the
immediate suspension of the privileges by the
President.

Motion agreed to.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITI'EES
Membership
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) - By
leave, I move the following motions in relation to
the appointment of joint investigatory committees:

Privileges Committee
That a select committee of five members be appointed
to inquire into and report upon complaints of breach of
privilege referred to it by the Council, that the
committee have power to send for persons, papers and
records, three to be the quorum; and that the
Honourables W. R. Baxter, P. R. Davis, Bill Forwood,
M. M. Gould and T. C. Theophanous be members of
that committee.

Standing Orders Committee
That the Honourables the President, G. B. Ashman,
R. A. Best, B. W. Bishop, R S. de Fegely, D. A. NardeDa
and Pat Power be members of the Select Committee on
the Standing Orders of the house; three to be the
quorum.

Community Development Committee
That the Honourables D. M. Davis, C. J. Hogg, S. M.
Nguyen and E. J. PoweD be members of the
Community Development Committee.

Crime Prevention Committee
That the Honourables A. R Brideson, Jean McLean and
J. W. G. Ross be members of the Crime Prevention
Committee.
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Economic Development Committee
That the Honourables R. H. Bowden, Pat Power and
C. A. Strong be members of the Economic
Development Committee.

Environment and Natural Resources Committee
That the Honourables B. W. Bishop, B. C. Boardman
and T. E. Eren be members of the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee.

Law Reform Committee
That the Honourables C. A. Furletti and M. M. Gould
be members of the Law Reform Committee.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
That the Honourables Bill Forwood, N. B. Lucas and
T. C. Theophanous be members of the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee.

Road Safety Committee
That the Honourables R. A. Best, Graeme Stoney, D. T.
Walpole and S. de C. Wilding be members of the Road
Safety Committee.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee
That the Honourables P. A. Katsambanis, M. T. Luckins
and D. A. Nardella be members of the Scrutiny of Acts
and Regulations Committee.

Motions agreed to.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) (By
leave) - I should advise the house that it is the

intention of the government to establish a specific
committee to look at federal-state relations. That will
require a specific motion and will occur in due
course.
The memberships of the House Committee and the
Library Committee are yet to be finalised and in due
course both committees will be formally constituted.

HEALTH ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health)
introduced a bill to amend the Mental Health Act
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1986, the Pathology Services Accreditation Act 1984
and the Psychologists Registration Act 1987 and for
other purposes.
Read first time.

Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) presented, by command of His
Excellency the Governor, report of County Court
judges for 1994-95.

Laid on table by Oerk:

Albury-Wodonga Development (Victoria)
Corporation - Report, 1994-95.
Alpine Resorts Commission - Report, year ended
31 October 1995.

Bacchus Marsh Shire (Water and Wastewater
Functions) -

Laid on table.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
Wheel clamping
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health)
presented report on practice of immobilising and
removing trespassing vehicles on private property,
together with appendices and minutes of evidence.
Laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

CLASSIFICATION GUIDELINES
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) -By leave, I move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of:
(a) Detennination of printed matter classification
guidelines;
Detennination of guidelines for the classification of
films and videotapes;

(c) Detennination of guidelines for the classification of
computer games;
(d) Amendment no. 1 to the national classification code;
and
(e) Agreement between the commonwealth and states
relating to a revised cooperative legislative scheme
for censorship in Australia.

Motion agreed to.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Minister for Small
Business) presented documents in compliance with
foregoing order.
Laid on table.

PAPERS
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Minister's report of 16 February 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, year ended 30 September 1994.
Barton Institute of TAFE - Report, 1995.
Barwon Region Water Authority - Report, 1994-95.
Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE - Report, 1995.
Box Hill Institute ofTAFE - Report, 1995.
Broken River Management Board Minister'S report of 15 February 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.
Casey Institute of TAFE - Report, 1995.
Central Gippsland College of TAFE - Report, 1995
(four papers).
Central Highlands Region Water AuthorityMinister's report of 23 January 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.
Cobram Shire (Water and Wastewater Functions)Minister's report of 16 February 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, year ended 30 September 1994.
Dental Board - Report, year ended 30 September 1995
[incorporating the Report of the Specialist Practitioners
Qualifications Committee}.
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Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 Documents required to be tabled pursuant to section
12H of the Act - Poisons Code - Amendment of
Code by Standard for the Unifonn Scheduling of Drugs
and Poisons, No. 10, July 1995, together with
Amendments Nos 1 and 2 and Minister's Notices
regarding the Amendment, Commencement and
Availability of the Code (five papers).
East Gippsland Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.
Euroa Nagambie Regional Water Authority - Report,
1 July 1994 to 31 December 1994.
Gipps1and Rural Water Authority - Report, 1994-95.
Glenelg Region Water AuthorityMinister's report of 23 January 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.
Gordon Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.
Goulburn Valley Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.
Goulburn Valley Region Water AuthorityMinister's report of 23 January 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.
Government Employee Housing Authority - Report, 1
July 1994 to 29 February 1996.
Grain Elevators Board - Report, 1 October 1994 to
31 December 1995.
Harness Racing Board - Report, 1 August 1994 to
30 June 1995.
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Minister's report of 28 March 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.

Latrobe Regional Commission - Report, 1 July 1994 to
15 August 1995 [in lieu of that tabled on 22 November
1995].
Law Foundation - Report, year ended 30 September
1995.
Lower Murray Region Water AuthorityMinister's report of 23 January 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1 October 1994 to 31 January 1995.
Macarthur and District Community Outreach
Service - Report 1994-95.
Martial Arts Board Minister's report of failure of Board to submit
annual report to him within the prescribed period
and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.
Medical Practitioners Board - Report, year ended
30 September 1995 [incorporating the Report of the
Intern Training Accreditation Committee].
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - Variations to the
Melbourne City Link Project Agreement pursuant to
section 15 (2) of the Act.
Melbourne Institute of Textiles - Report, 1995.
Momington Peninsula Hospital - Report, 1994-95
(two papers).
National Tennis Centre Trust - Report, 1994-95.

Holmesglen College of TAPE - Report, 1995.
Northern Melbourne Institute ofTAFE - Report, 1995.
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1994 - Notices
pursuant to section 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory
Rules Nos 81 and 82/1995 and Amendment No. 9 of
the Building Code of Australia.

Northern Regional Refuse Disposal Group - Report,
1994-95.
Nwnurkah Shire (Water and Wastewater Functions)-

John Batman Institute of TAFE - Report, 1995.
Kangan Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.
Kiewa Murray Region Water Authority-

Minister's report of 16 February 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, year ended 30 September 1994.
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Ombudsman - Report, 1994-95 [incorporating the
Report of the Deputy Ombudsman <Police
Complaints)] .
Outer Eastern College ofTAFE - Report, 1995.
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Berwick Planning Scheme - Amendments L74,

L75, Ll02 and LI05.
Boroondara Planning Scheme - Amendments L2,
L3 Part 1, L6, L9 and LU.
Bright Planning Scheme - Amendments L43 and

Ovens Region Water AuthorityMinister's report of 28 March 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1 October 1994 to 18 December 1994.
Ovens River Management Board Minister's report of 15 February 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1994-95.
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968 - Minister's
response to recommendations in Law Reform
Committee's first, second and third reports upon the
Law Relating to Directors and Managers of Insolvent
Corporations: Curbing the Phoenix Company.
Peninsula Institute of TAFE - Report, 1995.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes:
Alberton Planning Scheme - Amendments L39
and L43.
Altona Planning Scheme - Amendment lA4.
Ararat Planning Scheme - Amendment L2.
Bacchus Marsh Planning Scheme - Amendment
LS2.
Ballan Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll4.

L44.
Brighton Planning Scheme - Amendments L26,

L28 and L29.
Brimbank Planning Scheme - Amendments L3,
LS, LlO, L12 and Ll4.
Broadford Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll4.
Broadmeadows Planning Scheme - Amendments
L69andL73.
Bulla Planning Scheme - Amendments L78, Ll14
and Hume Amalgamation Amendment.
Campaspe Planning Scheme - Amendments L4
and LB.
Castlemaine Planning Scheme - Amendments
Ll4and Ll8.
Caulfield Planning Scheme - Amendments L33
and L37.
Charlton Planning Scheme - Buloke (Shire)
Amalgamation Amendment.
Chelsea Planning Scheme - Kingston
Amalgamation Amendment.
Colac Otway Planning Scheme - Amendment L7.
Corangamite (Shire) Planning Scheme Amendment L4.
Cranboume Planning Scheme - Amendments
L24, LlOO Part 2, Ll31 and Ll71.
Creswick Planning Scheme - Amendment L4.

Ballarat Planning Scheme - Amendment LS.

Croydon Planning Scheme - Amendments L66
Part 2 and L73.

Ballarat Planning Scheme - City of Ballarat
Amendment.

Dandenong Planning Scheme - Amendment L45.

Bass Planning Scheme - Amendments L41 and
L43.
Beechworth Planning Scheme - Amendment L28.
Belfast Planning Scheme - Amendment L4.
Benalla (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment
L33 and Delatite Amalgamation Amendment.
Bendigo - Greater Bendigo Planning
Scheme -Amendments L7, L19, L20, L27, L2S,
L33, L41, L44 to L46.

Darebin Planning Scheme - Amendments Ll, L8
and L20.
Diamond Valley Planning Scheme Amendments L60 to L63.
Doncaster and Templestowe Planning
Scheme-Amendments LS2, L82, L99, Ll01 to
Ll04 and Ll06.
Eltham Planning Scheme - Amendments L45, LS1
and LS2.
Essendon Planning Scheme - Amendment L62
and Moonee Valley Amalgamation Amendment.
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Flinders Planning Scheme - Amendments 1109,
1127 and 1136.

Mitchell Planning Scheme - Amendments L9, LlO
and L73.

Frankston Planning Scheme - Amendments L71
and L72.

Moonee Valley Planning Scheme - Amendment
L6.

French Island Planning Scheme - Amendment L8.

Moorabbin Planning Scheme - Amendments L36,
L54and L56.

Geelong - Greater Geelong Planning
Scheme -Amendments L137, R92, R103, R1lS
Part 2, R118 Part 2, R129, R131, R132, R138, RI40,
RI44 and R113S.
Healesville Planning Scheme - Amendments L61,
L62and RlS.
Heidelberg Planning Scheme - Amendment L74
and Banyule Amalgamation Amendment.
Heywood Planning Scheme - Amendment 113.
Horsham <Rural City) Planning Scheme Amendments 11 to L3 and L6.
Keilor Planning Scheme - Amendments L82 and
1100.
Kingston Planning Scheme - Amendments 11
and L6.
Knox Planning Scheme - Amendments L88, L94,
L95, L97 to L99 and 1103.
Lillydale Planning Scheme - Amendments 1151,
L157, L1S9, 1164, L166 and R15.
Macedon Ranges Planning Scheme Amendments U6 and L39.
Maribymong Planning Scheme - Amendments
110, L11 and 113.
Melbourne Planning Scheme - Amendments
L196, 1199, L203 to UOS, U07, U08, UI0, U11
and U14.
Melbourne Planning Scheme (City of Moonee
Valley) - Amendment Ll.
Melton Planning Scheme - Amendments L43 and
L65.

Mordialloc Planning Scheme - Amendments Ll4
to Ll6.
Moreland Planning Scheme - Amendments L7,
L11, Ll2 and Ll8.
Momington Planning Scheme - Amendments
US Part I, L51, L58 and L63.
Mortlake Planning Scheme - Amendment LS.
Morwell Planning Scheme - Amendments L41
Part B and L50 to LS3.
Narracan Planning Scheme - Amendments L35
Part 2 and L52.
Nunawading Planning Scheme - Amendment
L79.
Oakleigh Planning Scheme - Amendments L42,
L4S and LSO.
Pakenham Planning Scheme - Amendments L86
Part 1, L97, LlOl, Ll02, 1106, Ll09 and L118.
Port Fairy Planning Scheme - Amendments L13
Part 2 and L14.
Port of Melbourne Planning Scheme Amendment Ll5.
Port Phillip Planning Scheme - Amendments L9,
LlS, Ll7 and RL169.
Portland (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment
L40.
Ringwood Planning Scheme - Amendments L38
to L40 and US.
Rodney Planning Scheme - Amendment L86.
Rosedale Planning Scheme - Amendment L37.

Metropolitan Region Planning Schemes Amendment RL168.

Sale Planning Scheme - Amendment L29.

Milawa Planning Scheme - Amendments L4, L6
and L7.

Sandringham Planning Scheme - Amendment
118.

Mildura (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment
LSO.

Shepparton (Shire) Planning Scheme Amendment L74.

Mildura (Shire) Planning Scheme - Amendments
L35 and L37.

Sherbrooke Planning Scheme - Amendments L83,
L88, L92, L96, L99, LlOl, 1111, 1113, L1l8 and RlS.

Mirboo Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll3.

South Gippsland Planning Scheme - Amendment
L31.
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Springvale Planning Scheme - Amendments L90,
L91 and L94.

Yalloum Works Area Planning SchemeAmendment U.

Stawell (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment
L30.

Yarra Planning Scheme - Amendments 1.3, L17
and L19.

Stawell (Shire) Planning Scheme - Amendment
L9 Part 1.
Stonnington Planning Scheme - Amendments L3,
L6, L9 and L12.
Surf Coast Planning Scheme - Amendments L35,
R27, R34, R37 and Rl33.
Swan Hill (City) Planning Scheme - Amendments
L20 and L21.
Tallangatta Planning Scheme - Amendment L7.
Tambo Planning Scheme - Amendment L65.
Traralgon (City) Planning Scheme - Amendments
LS1, LS7 and L62.
Traralgon (Shire) Planning Scheme - Amendment
LS2.
Upper Yarra Planning Scheme - Amendments
L33, L41, LSO to LS2, L54 and R15.
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan - Amendments 83 to 90.
Victoria - State Section Planning
Scheme -Amendments 541, 552, S53, 557 to S59
andSU.
Warmambool (City) Planning SchemeAmendments L2 and L16.
Warmambool (Shire) Planning SchemeAmendments Lll Part 2, Lll Part 3 and L12.
Warragul Planning Scheme - Amendments UO,
L46, L47 and L49.
Waverley Planning Scheme - City of Monash
Amalgamation Amendment.
Werribee Planning Scheme - Amendments L77,
L84, L89, L95 and L97.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme - Amendments
L111, L120, L122, L125 and L126.
Williamstown Planning Scheme - Amendment
L37.
Wodonga Planning Scheme - Amendment L72
and Wodonga Amalgamation Amendment.
Woorayl Planning Scheme - Amendment L48.
Yackandandah Planning Scheme - Amendment
L28.

Prince Henry's Institute of Medical Research -Report,
1995.
Rural Finance Act 1988 - Treasurer's direction of 28
February 1996 to Rural Finance Corporation.
Rural Water Corporation - Report, 1 July 1994 to 31
October 1995.
School of Mines and Industries, Ballarat - Report,
1995.
South Gippsland Region Water AuthorityMinister's report of 23 January 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, 1 July 1994 to 31 December 1994.
South West Institute of TAFE - Report, 1995.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:
Adoption Act 1984 - No. 168/1995.
Australian Grand Prix Act 1994 - No. 196/1995.
Chiropractors and Osteopaths Act 1978 - No.
160/1995.
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987 - No.
159/1995.
Country Fire Authority Act 1958 - No. 188/1995.
County Court Act 1958 - No. 169/1995.
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 - Nos 181 to
183/1995.
Dentists Act 1972 - No. 161/1995.
Equal Opportunity Act 1995 - No. 15811995.
Estate Agents Act 1980 - No. 179/1995.
Firearms Act 1958 - No. 15311995.
Food Act 1984 - No. 162/1995.
Gas Industry Act 1994 - No. 178/1995.
Health Act 1958 - No. 163/1995.
Land Tax Act 1958 - No. 16611995.
Livestock Disease Control Act 1994 - No.
170/1995.
Local Government Act 1989 - No. 164/1995.
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Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - Nos 149, 152 and
172/1995.
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Act 1958 - No.
187/1995.
Mineral Resources Development Act 1990 - Nos
173 to 175/1995.
Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985 - Nos
184 and 185/1995.
Petroleum Act 1958 - No. 176/1995.
Pharmacists Act 1974 - No. 147/1995.
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Transport Act 1983 - Minister'S Order of 1 February
1996 transferring assets and liabilities from the Public
Transport Corporation to the Roads Corporation.
United Energy Limited - Report, 11 May 1994 to
30 June 1995.
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Authority - Report, 1 October 1994 to 30 June 1995.
Victorian Plantations Corporation - Report, 1994-95.
Wangaratta Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.

Physiotherapists Act 1978 - No. 148/1995.
Pipelines Act 1967 - No. 17711995.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1986 -No. 171/1995.
Psychologists Registration Act 1987 - No.
180/1995.
Road Safety Act 1986 - Nos 154,190,192 and
193/1995.
Stamps Act 1958 - No. 197/1995.

Waste Management Council- Report, 1 October 1994
to 30 June 1995.
Western Highlands Health Service - Report, 1994-95
(two papers).
Western Metropolitan College of TAPE - Report, 1995.
Wildlife Act 1975 - Notice of closure of areas to
hunting, 12 March 1996.

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - No. 165/1995.

William Angliss Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.

Supreme Court Act 1986 - Nos 150, 155, 156 and
167/1995.

Wimmera Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.

Tertiary Education Act 1993 - No. 195/1995.

Wodonga College of TAPE - Report, 1995.

Trade Measurement Act 1995 and Trade
Measurement (Administration) Act 1995 - No.
194/1995.

Yarrawonga Shire (Water and Wastewater
Functions) -

Transport Act 1983 - Nos 189 and 191/1995.
Vegetation and Vine Diseases Act 1958 - No.
157/1995.

Minister's report of 16 February 1996 of failure of
body to submit annual report to him within the
prescribed period and the reasons therefor.
Report, year ended 30 September 1994.

Veterinary Surgeons Act 1958 - No. 15111995.
Water Industry Act 1994 - No. 186/1995.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994Ministers' exception certificates under section 8(4)
in respect of the following Statutory Rules:
Nos 147 to 149, 151, 155, 156, 158, 160, 161,
166,167,169,173 to 175, 181 to 183, 188 and
197/1995.
Ministers' exemption certificates under section 9(6)
in respect of the following Statutory Rules:
Nos 159, 162, 163, 171, 189, 195 and 196/1995.
Sunraysia Institute of TAPE - Report, 1995.

Proclamations of His Excellency the Governor in
Council fixing operative dates in respect of the
following Acts:
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use)
Act 1992 - Sections 50, 51 and 78 (3) - 20 December
1995 (Gazette No. G49, 14 December 1995).
Australian Grand Prix (Further Amendment) Act
1995 - Parts 2, 3A and 3 -7 December 1995 (Gazette
No. G48, 7 December 1995).
Building (Amendment) Act 1995 - Section 7 - 1
February 1996 (Gazette No. GSO, 21 December 1995);
section 20 - 1 May 1996 (Gazette No. G1S, 18 April
1996).
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Classification (Publications, Films and Computer
Games) (Enforcement) Act 1995 - Whole Act (except
Part 1) -1 January 1996 (Gazette No. G50, 21 December
1995).
Consumer Credit (Victoria) Act 1995 - Section 52 - 5
March 1996 - (Gazette No. GS, 29 February 1996).
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995Parts 4,5 and 8 -1 April 1996 (Gazette No. GS, 29
February 1996); remaining provisions - 1 May 1996
(Gazette No. GS, 29 February 1996).
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Act 1995 -Sections
37 and 38 - 28 November 1995 (Gazette No. 5116,28
November 1995).
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Act 1995Section 39 - 5 December 1995 (Gazette No. G48, 7
December 1995); remaining provisions (except Part 3
and section 39) -28 November 1995 (Gazette No. 5116,
28 November 1995); Part 3 -12 December 1995
(Gazette No. G49, 14 December 1995).
Equal Opportunity Act 1995 - Remaining provisions
(except sections 115 and 225 and Item 14 of
Schedule 2) - 1 January 1996 (Gazette No. G50,
21 December 1995).
Estate Agents (Amendment) Act 1994 - Section 14-1
June 1996 (Gazette No. G17, 2 May 1996).
Fisheries Act 1995 - Part 1 (except section 10); Part 5
(except Division 2); sections 95, 160 (3) (a) and (b), 160
(10) (b) and 163 - 25 January 1996 (Gazette No. G3,25
January 1996); section 160 (10) (a) -1 April 1996
(Gazette No. 531, 1 April 1996).
Government Employee Housing Authority (Repeal)
Act 1995 - Part 3 - 29 February 1996 (Gazette No. G6,
15 February 1996).
Grain Handling and Storage Act 1995 - Section
39 (2) -1 January 1996 (Gazette No. 5124,19 December
1995).
Land Revocation (And Other Matters) Act
1995 -Section 11 and Schedule 5 - 25 January 1996
(Gazette No. G3, 25 January 1996).
Liquor Control (Further Amendment) Act 1995 - Part
4 - 5 December 1995 (Gazette No. G48, 7 December
1995); sections 3, 4 and Parts 2 and 3 - 20 February
1996 (Gazette No. G7,22 February 1996).
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Marcus Oldham College Act 1995 - Part 2 - 1
February 1996 (Gazette No. G50, 21 December 1995).
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - Part 3 (except sections
27 and 30) and Parts 5 and 6 - 14 December 1995
(Gazette No. 5120, 14 December 1995); section 27 and
Schedule 3 - 4 April 1996 (Gazette No. 532,2 April
1996).
Mental Health (Amendment) Act 1995 - Section
60 -26 May 1996 (Gazette No. G18, 9 May 1996).
Mildura College Lands (Amendment) Act
1995 -Remaining provisions -1 February 1996
(Gazette No. G4, 1 February 1996).
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus Amendments) Act
1995 -Parts 7, 16 and 17 - 1 April 1996 (Gazette No.
Gll, 21 March 19%); Part 2 - 30 April 1996 (Gazette
No. 545,30 April 1996).
National Parks (Yarra Ranges and Other Amendments)
Act 1995 - Part 2, sections 46 and 47 and Schedule 1 15 December 1995 (Gazette No. G49, 14 December 1995).
Planning and Environment (Development
Contributions) Act 1995 - Sections 3 and 5 30 November 1995 (Gazette No. G47, 30 November
1995).
Ports Acts (Amendment) Act 1995 - Sections 8,12,17,
19,22 and 24 -12 December 1995 (Gazette No. G49, 14
December 1995).
Ports Services Act 1995 - Sections 14 to 16,64 to 67,74,
76,77,83 to 92, 98, 100, 126 (2), 135 (1), 135 (4), 135 (6),
135 (8), 135 (10), 135 (11), 135 (14), 135 (15), 144 (2), 144
(9),144 (11),153 (2),154,174,181 to 193 -1 March
1996 (Gazette No. 514,27 February 1996); sections 10 to
13 and 17 - 1 February 1996 (Gazette No. G2, 18
January 1996); sections 93, 96, 97, 99, 101 to 103, 105 to
125, 126 (1), 126 (3), 127 to 134, 135 (2), 135 (3), 135 (16),
135 (18) to (20), 136 (2), 137 to 143, 144 (7), 144 (12), 144
(14),144 (15), 145 (2), 146 to 151, 152 (14), 152 (16), 152
(17), 153 (1), 169, 194 to 207 and Schedule 1 - 12
December 1995 (Gazette No. G49, 14 December 1995);
sections 18 to 63, 68 to 73, 75, 78 to 82, 94, 95, 104,
152(9), 155 to 165 and 170 to 180 - 1 January 1996
(Gazette No. G49, 14 December 1995).
Psychologists Registration Act 1987 - Remaining
provisions - 30 December 1995 (Gazette No. G50,
21 December 1995).
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Racing (Amendment) Act 1995 - Section 11 19 December 1996; Part 2 -1 March 1996 (Gazette No.
G49, 14 December 1995).

represents. I thank the people of Chelsea Province
for the confidence they showed in me by ensuring
my election to this Parliament.

Road Safety (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act
1995 -Section 10 - 1 February 19% (Gazette No. G3,
25 January 1996).

Although this day represents great personal
happiness I am deeply saddened by the events of
two weeks ago in Tasmania. My background has
been primarily in law enforcement, and I have had
direct experience of situations such as the events of
Port Arthur. Because of this, I offer my greatest
sympathy and compassion to the victims, the
survivors, their families and all who have been
affected by this incident.

Road Transport Charges (Victoria) Act
1995 -Remaining provisions (except sections 1
and 2) -1 January 1996 (Gazette No. G50, 21 December
1995).
Trade Measurement Act 1995 - Sections 7 to 81 - 1
January 1996 (Gazette No. G48, 7 December 1995).
Trade Measurement (Administration) Act
1995 -Sections 7, 8, 10 to 28 (except section 27 (2» - 1
January 1996; section 27 (2) -1 Apri11996 (Gazette No.
G48, 7 December 1995).
Zoological Parks and Gardens Act 1995 - Remaining
provisions - 30 April 1996 (Gazette No. 545,30 April
1996).

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have to report that
His Excellency the Governor attended the house this
day and was pleased to make a speech, of which, for
greater accuracy, I have obtained a copy. As the
speech is printed, I take it that honourable members
do not desire that I should read it to them.
Hon. B. C. BOARDMAN (Chelsea) - I move:
That the Council agree to the following address to His
Excellency the Governor in reply to His Excellency's
opening speech:
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY:
We, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency for
the gracious speech which you have been pleased to
address to Parliament.
Mr President, without doubt I am overwhelmed to
have been given the honour to be the first to thank
and express appreciation to the Governor for his
opening address and to congratulate you on your
successful election today. I am certainly conscious of
the responsibility my position in this chamber

I understand and share their grief and I will be a
strong campaigner to ensure that such a tragedy
does not occur again. My views are supported by
the majority of the wider community, and I know
that with the community's assistance we can
ultimately achieve this goal.
Mr President, I know that I do not have the same
level of political knowledge and experience that
many other honourable members of this chamber
possess. I know also that some members may
assume that, due to my age, I am unable to provide
the representation my electorate desires. Not for one
moment will I disguise the fact that I am 25 years
old. I will also make no secret of my raw enthusiasm
and my real desire to learn. Those characteristics
will ensure that I will be a valuable member of this
Parliament.
I see my age as an advantage. I have the ability to
grow with my electorate and, consequently, grow
with this government and the Parliament. I can
provide ideas that are relevant for today and
tomorrow and, most importantly, I will be here
tomorrow to ensure that many new initiatives come
to fruition.
It is the people of my age who are tomorrow's
leaders. It will be my generation that provides the
future heads of business, government and
community groups. It is from my generation that we
will find the men and women who will continue the
rebuilding of this state and, ultimately, the country.
We will ensure that this state remains prosperous for
all Victorians. I relish the opportunity and I am
privileged to be part of the rebuilding process.
Of course, we must never forget that to be
progressive this Parliament must remain relevant
and in touch with what the constant changes in our
community demand. To represent certain segments
of the community while not involving others only
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detracts from the total rebuilding process. One must
be flexible in one's thinking and listen to and initiate
discussion on all areas of relevance. The community
must be totally represented. Minority groups,
although a vital part of democracy, must realise that
they do not represent the wider community and
offer only a limited point of view.
As parliamentarians, we must listen to all
viewpoints before we make informed decisions. As a
member of this Parliament I will listen to the
opinions of my community. I believe in community
involvement, and I will encourage the people of
Chelsea Province to participate in discussions of the
issues that concern them.
Mr President, my transition into public life was

quite hasty. Only two months ago I was driving a
police divisional van in the at times disorderly town
of Frankston. Police life can be extremely daunting
when everyone relies on your ability, honesty and
trust. People expect you to make split-second
decisions, and they expect you to make the right
decisions. Members of the community place their
lives and wellbeing in your hands. Throughout my
career in the police force the expectations of the
public have well and truly prepared me for my
transition into public office.
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provide a guarantee for the successful commission
and expansion of this program. Without the
knowledge and insight I gained from both the
Victoria Police Force and the Australian Army I
would not be standing in this chamber today. I liken
my training with those bodies to what the Premier's
cadet corps program will deliver to our youth. Such
experience has given me the building blocks to
commence my parliamentary career. I hope all
young Victorians can benefit from this program and
have the same opportunities as I enjoyed.
I am not simply a representative of youth. My
electorate contains diversity unparalleled in any
other: from the varying ethnic communities of
Springvale to the growth corridor of Aspendale
Gardens to the established suburb of Mount Eliza, I
provide representation to all my constituents. Prior
to 1992 this electorate contained only one member of
Parliament from the political party of which I am a
member.
In 1992 the electorate realised that if this state were
to become great again, change was necessary.
Change occurred with the election of Liberal
members in both Frankston East and Chelsea
Province, adding strength to the newly elected
coalition government.

On 30 March 1996 a similar change occurred. The
seat of Carrum, once considered safe for the ALP, is
now in the hands of a Liberal. I join my colleagues in
this chamber as one of the Liberals who won another
ALP-held seat. The Liberal Party now holds five of
the six state seats in Chelsea Province. It is a great
public endorsement of the coalition's initiatives,
considering that less than four years ago we held
only one.

The police force gave me my life experience. It
taught me discipline, patience, sincerity and, most
importantly, honesty. These qualities are,
unfortunately, very rare among some of our youth.
This is why I offer my full support to the
implementation of the Premier's cadet corps
program. Upon the successful implementation of
this program Victoria's youth will once again be
given the opportunities that have been lacking for so
long, and the personal confidence they so desire will
be restored. They will confirm their individualism
and develop and use their skills to ensure a much
better quality of life. They will develop leadership,
interpersonal and analytical skills and they will
realise that through teamwork anything can be
achieved.

The community realised the need for change. The
electorate has gained confidence and enthusiasm in
the past three and a half years. New businesses
opened, unemployment decreased and new and
better facilities were provided. But the rebuilding
process had only just begun.

Most importantly, they will be taught that
self-motivation and competitive spirit are the keys to
success. I hope to be part of the successful
implementation of this program. After all, it is the
youth of today who will be entrusted with the task
of ensuring that the liberties we enjoy can be
enjoyed by tomorrow's generation.

People were witnessing the benefits, and on
30 March the electorate took notice of these benefits
and voted overwhelmingly in favour of the coalition
government. The people of Chelsea Province
rejected the ALP. The people of Chelsea Province
approved of this government's initiative. The people
of Chelsea Province endorsed the change.

We must not take today's youth for granted. We
must realise the importance of this investment and

I am proud to be a member of the Liberal Party. I am
proud to be a representative of an organisation that
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is dedicated to the development of a society which is
responsive to and caters for the needs of all
members of the community. I am equally proud to
be a member of an organisation that recognises the
value and importance of the individual. The
opportunity for individuals to achieve their full
potential is an important element that is highly
relevant in today's society.
I believe the role of this government in our changing
society is to create an environment in which people
can develop their own potential. We must
emphasise personal responsibility and initiative to
ensure members of our community develop in a free
society. As a result we can take solace in the fact that
human endeavour and willingness to cooperate
between individuals will be increased, ensuring
greater participation within our community.
I was fortunate enough to be chosen by the Liberal
Party as its candidate for Chelsea Province. I am also
fortunate to be a member of a government that
represents the vision of the people of Victoria and in
particular the people of Chelsea Province.
My electorate possesses some of the best beaches
and coastline of Melbourne's playground, Port
Phillip Bay. I have always been fortunate enough to
live near the bay and I enjoyed going to the beach on
hot days or participating in lifesaving carnivals or
simply fishing from a quiet suburban pier. I have
never once taken this most valuable asset for
granted. I realise the importance of protecting it and
I will campaign strongly to ensure this precious
waterway is preserved for Victoria's children.
The people of Chelsea Province also realise the
importance of protecting this asset. It is clear that
they approve of the government's initiative to
protect and enhance their playground. The banning
of scallop dredging, the protection and renourishing
of the fragile coastal environment, the
implementation of programs to prevent pollution in
the bay and the creation of the bay trail were
supported overwhelmingly. With the creation of this
legislation I will take great pleasure in seeing future
generations having the opportunity to enjoy this
most prized environmental asset.
No transition to public life is accomplished by an
individual alone. A successful election campaign is
the result of a close affiliation between many
volunteers who believe in a common goal. The
credit for my achievement is not solely mine; it
belongs to a number of people. I take this
opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to

Tuesday, 14 May 1996

those who assisted and gave their time to ensure my
election.
It is regrettable that the person who encouraged me
to seek public office is no longer in public office
himself. I would like to thank Mr Rod Atkinson, the
former federal member for Isaacs, for his
encouragement and support. To my Chelsea
Province colleague I offer my sincere appreciation
for her assistance during the hectic three weeks of
the campaign. To David and Fran Lean, I give my
thanks for your patience and support. I would also
like to acknowledge the special members of the
Liberal Party who have tirelessly assisted me, not
only during the campaign but also throughout my
years as a member of the party. To these members I
offer my sincere gratitude.

I am privileged to have some of my former
colleagues from the Victoria Police here this evening
to hear my first address to Parliament. I spent some
of the best years of my life with these people, and I
shall be eternally grateful for their support.
Two people require special mention - my father,
Peter, and my mother, Valerie. These two people
made many personal sacrifices during my
adolescence to ensure that I received the best
education they could provide. I am fortunate to have
parents who dedicated their time to ensuring that
their children could have opportunities that other
children may unfortunately not receive. Throughout
their own personal hardship they were still there to
guide and assist me wherever possible. I love them
dearly.
I come to this Parliament fully aware of my
responsibility and my position within the
community. The people of Chelsea Province have
entrusted me with being part of the rebuilding
process. I again thank them for giving me this
opportunity .
I will provide the electorate with the representation
it deserves. Not only will I represent my electorate
but I will represent all Victorians. In particular, I will
represent the people of my generation. The future is
in their hands. We must provide the opportunities
for them to succeed. I thank honourable members
for their patience in this, my first address to
Parliament.
Hon. M. T. LUCKINS (Waverley)Mr President, I am honoured to second the motion
for the adoption of the address-in-reply to the
speech of His Excellency the Governor.
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I commend the vision outlined in his address today
and I look forward to working as part of this
government towards achieving the goals set for the
53rd Parliament.

Waverley Province is attractive to business for a
number of reasons, including its ready and skilled
work force and its proximity to the South Eastern
Arterial, which winds through the province.

I congratulate you, Mr President, on your
re-election. I know you will continue to discharge
your duties in the chair with fairness and firmness.
Thank you for your warm. welcome and for your
guidance.

The decision by our predecessors to place traffic
lights at intersections from Warrigal Road to Toorak
Road has resulted in a near fatal arterial blockage.
The estimated time of arrival at or through the city,
crucial to many businesses as well as city workers,
could be up to 3 hours in peak hour. These delays
are not only frustrating to motorists but have a
Significant impact on the environment. Idling cars
bum excess fuel, which increases pollution.

I also wish to congratulate Premier Kennett, the
ministers of the Crown and my Liberal and National
colleagues following our stunning victory on
30 March. It is a great privilege to rise from my seat
for the first time as the member for Waverley
Province. You might say I suffered a near-death
experience in 1992 when I attempted to enter the
Legislative Assembly for Dandenong North.
Nineteen people voted the wrong way!
Waverley Province is 20 years old and covers the
districts of Clayton, Oakleigh, Bennettswood and
Glen Waverley. It includes part of the cities of
Greater Dandenong, Monash, Kingston, Glen Eira,
Stonnington and Whitehorse and extends over
98 square kilometres. It also features eight golf
courses. Monash University is in the heart of the
prOvince, and Monash Medical Centre provides high
quality health care close to where we live.
Waverley is a diverse electorate - a microcosm of
Victoria. Over the past 40 years many families
settled in the area, which until recently prOvided
ample employment opportunities through a strong
industrial base. Sadly, many businesses closed in the
late 19805 and early 1990s, leading to high levels of
unemployment. The number of vacant shops told of
the downturn.
It gives me great pleasure to note that the less

advantaged areas of my electorate, Clayton and
Oakleigh, have recovered from the 'recession we
had to have'. The retail occupancy rate is high and
business is booming. This turnaround can be
attributed directly to the policies of the Kennett
government.
Victoria is open for business. This is clearly evident
in the Monash area, where there are more than 8000
businesses, many of which are involved in
leading-edge high technology. These include
big-name companies like NEe, Philips, Mercedes
Benz, BMW, Nestle and Hallmark Cards.

Along with many residents and transporters I look
forward to the completion of the City Link project. A
visionary concept, City Link will look after our
needs today as well as planning for the traffic needs
of tomorrow. As the sign says, 'We're clearing this
car park to get you on the move'.
As I travel around the electorate I see many
examples of Kennett government policy at work
making Victoria a better place to live. Schools that
were neglected for many years are being renovated
and restored. Since 1992 over $9.3 million has been
spent on schools in the province. Public transport is
safer, with premium stations on the Dandenong and
Glen Waverley lines manned from first train to last
and with video surveillance, upgraded amenities
and proper lighting.
Local councils have reduced rates by an average of
20 per cent and are providing efficient and
responsive services for ratepayers.
Mr President, you will find me a strong and active
advocate for the residents of Waverley Province.
They have been well served since 1992 by my
colleague Andrew Brideson, and I personally thank
Andrew for his wise counsel, advice and support.

I extend my thanks to my Assembly colleagues. I
thank Norman Kennedy, who campaigned in the
Assembly seat of Clayton, Denise McGill, the
honourable member for Oakleigh - for whom I had
great empathy during the seemingly endless
recounts for her seat - and Geoff Coleman and Ross
Smith, the honourable members for Bennettswood
and Glen Waverley, for their cooperation and
support. I am fortunate to have the opportunity of
working closely with members who are so
committed to their constituencies and to the Liberal
Party.
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I also acknowledge the thousands of women who,
with dedication and determination, have fought for
equal representation for the 52 per cent of
Australians who are women.
Trust the women, mother, as I have done.

Dora Meeson, the famous Australian suffragette,
carried those words on a banner through London on
17 June 1911, along with 40 000 others who were
seeking the vote for women. That simple phrase
encapsulated the women's movement at the turn of
the century. The prevailing view in 1911 was that
women were not worthy of a vote in a
representative democracy. They supposedly could
not be trusted to make competent decisions on
behalf of the community at large.
Until 1923 women were not permitted to stand for
Parliament in Victoria. It took another 10 years for
the first woman, Lady Millie Peacock, to be elected
to the Legislative Assembly. It took a further
46 years, until 1979, for women to be elected to this
place. Prior to 1937 candidates under 30 years of age
were prohibited from seeking election to the
Council. I am privileged to combine those
milestones! Not only am I under 30, but at 28 I am
the youngest woman elected to serve in the history
of the Parliament of Victoria. I hope that each
election will bring forth another woman to claim the
title, and I am confident that she will sit on this
government's benches.
Dame Margaret Guilfoyle, the first female federal
minister, said in 1979:
I think if women are to have the influence they wish to
have and if Parliament is to represent the community
which it serves, then many, many more women should
be in Parliament.

My husband, Jeffrey, who provides me with strong
support and encouragement, shares my belief in
individual rights. We believe a person, regardless of
gender, should have the opportunity of achieving
his or her goals through hard work and dedication.
After all, the working woman is not a new
phenomenon. For centuries, women have worked
alongside men and have taken on non-traditional
roles to support their families.
In similar manner, cause and time, my forebears on

all sides migrated from Ireland in the 1840s during
the great potato famine. Our family history in
Australia has been recorded and tells of the
hardships endured and the challenges faced and
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overcome. The O'Brien, Rice, Kennedy and
Hamilton branches of my family tree share
experiences in common with the ancestors of many
Australians. They helped build this country and
provided stability and security for generations to
come.
My mother's great grandparents, James and Bridget
Hamilton, settled on Cremona, 3 miles out of
Molesworth, in 1855. They had 12 children, and a
dynasty was born. The Hamiltons worked together
to make Cremona a prosperous concern, one of the
best properties in the district. It was an equal
partnership. The 10 girls received the same
education as the 2 boys. One account said that:
... the Cremona girls had developed from childhood
due to superior education, the loving care of their
parents and their own genius into charming, refined,
eligible, capable young ladies.

By 1870, these progresSive girls were assisting with
all farm work and were:
'" suitably dressed for each occupation, wearing
trousers and shirts, fortified by Bridget's philosophy,
'nothing ever came of looking hard worked'.

Bridget's philosophy has endured through the
generations. In my family the women have always
seen equality as a right, not a privilege.
The men in my family have always worked with
and been supportive of the women. Three Hamilton
girls married three McCormack boys from the
Landscape property in Tallarook, so many cousins
closely resemble each other.
I am proud to have many cousins in religiOUS
orders, including Sir Frank Little, the Archbishop of
Melbourne, and Sister Irene McCormack, Australia's
first martyr. On 21 May 1992, at age 52, Sister Irene
McCormack was murdered in a remote village in
Lima by Peruvian guerillas. She had entered the
Josephite order, founded by Blessed Mary McKillop
in January 1956, and after 30 years as a teacher
decided to work in Peru, where the order had
established a foundation 10 years before. About her
calling so late in life, Irene wrote:
My belief is that if I fail to respond I am choosing
spiritual death. To continue to spiritualise what it
means to be poor and not to work with the poor in a
Third World situation is for me a way of evading
history, the real world, that fidelity to the Lord as a
Josephite can no longer allow me to do.
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Sister Irene McCormack made the ultimate sacrifice
in an attempt to give the people of Uma what we
take for granted - stability and security. She is an
inspiration not only to the next generations of my
family but to all Australians.
My mother, Terri Marley, a Hamilton, inspired me
to enter Parliament. Although the six children in my
family arrived within five years, Mum managed to
organise family life and a career and was actively
involved in the community. In 1985 she sought to
enter Parliament but was narrowly defeated. My
father, Pat, a teacher with a military background,
has, like my husband, Jeffrey, always provided me
with unswerving support and encouragement.
Without their love and care I would not be before
you tOnight.
My parents taught me and my five siblings to
honour the past and to look to the future; to do our
best and to pursue our goals; to strive for excellence
and to help those who cannot look after themselves;
and to respect all people and to treat all equally
regardless of race or gender. These values also
reflect the philosophy of the Liberal Party. The
Liberal Party has practised equal representation in
its organisation since its inception 50 years ago. At
each level of the party, from local branches to the
executive, 50 per cent of all positions are held by
women.
I am disappointed with the attempts of our political
opponents to redress the gender imbalance. They
have stopped at a 40 per cent representation for
women in the left faction, and the union movement
is offering only one-third of its positions to women.
In the words of the former member for Melbourne
West, Licia Kokocinski, who spoke on Labor's
commitment to women:
We have worked ourselves into a lather over
affirmative action, yet Liberal women seem to be
achieving it anyway.

The Liberal Party is achieving outcomes. Candidates
compete on an equal footing and are selected on
merit, not because of gender in order to meet a
target.
Fifty years ago the newly formed Liberal Party
adopted as part of its vision for Australia the
objective of striving for a country in which
employers and employees had a sense of common
interest and duty and shared as cooperators in all
advances to prosperity and in which living
standards rose steadily as physical resources
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expanded and ingenuity grew. Another of its
objectives was to strive for a country in which social
provision was made for superannuation, sickness,
unemployment and widowhood on a contributory
basis, free from means testing, and in which
adequate medical services were within the reach of
all. It aimed for a country in which there was a
revised and expanded system of child and adult
education designed to develop the spirit of true
citizenship and in which no consideration of wealth
or privilege should be a determining factor.

It aimed for a country in which family life was
recognised as fundamental to the wellbeing of
society and in which every family was enabled to
live in a comfortable home at a reasonable cost and
with adequate community amenities. That vision for
Australia is as relevant in 1996 as it was in 1944. My
party offered the stability and security sought by
generations who had experienced hardship and
adversity in their daily lives.
Some 38 per cent of the residents in Waverley
Province were born overseas. My father and his
family came to Australia from war-ravaged Britain
in the 195Os. Like so many others they came to this
country seeking prosperity, stability and Security.
They wanted their children to have better lives. They
appreciated many things about this country that we
take for granted - the abundance of fresh food,
clean water and open spaces.
In the late 1980s and the early 1990s my generation
learnt first hand what hardship and adverSity was
all about. We bore the brunt of the 'recession we had
to have', which was more acute in Victoria. Many
talented young people were consigned to the dole
queues. Sadly, many of them could not cope with
the constant rejection by society and turned to drugs
or crime or, tragically, to suicide.

My generation did not have the stability and
security it craved. The closure in February 1992 of
the Nissan plant in Clayton, which is part of my
prOvince, resulted in the loss of 2000 jobs. That
closure led to a further 4000 retrenchments in
ancillary suppliers. Companies like Bosch, Timken,
Calsonic and Zexel had invested heavily in product
development, tooling and stocks to supply Nissan. It
had a devastating effect on local families, many of
whom became dependent on handouts to survive.
The Age editorial of 9 February 1992 summed up the
period:

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
38

COUNCn..
From the cafeterias to the corridors of OUT universities,
the despair and the desperation is evident to an extent
not seen since World War H.
Personal scars and shattered dreams will remain with
many young people for the rest of their lives and
everyone will pay a price. If the hopes of a country rest
on its young people, what happens when they are
without hope?

In October 1992 Victorians voted resoundingly to
end the despair. Premier Kennett and his team,

through strong and determined leadership, are
providing responsible and responsive government
based on a philosophy as relevant today as it was
50 years ago at the birth of liberalism - reward for
effort, individual initiative and fairness.
The policies set down by this government
encapsulate the needs, hopes and aspirations of the
community. They aim to provide stability and
security for Victorians once again. I recall seeing a
sign in a vacant shop during the 1992 election which
said, 'Would the last person leaving Victoria turn
the light out?'. Today that same shop could proudly
hang a sign saying, 'Victoria is open for business'.
We are open for business. We are on the move, and I
am here to make sure we keep moving.
This government faces many challenges leading into
the next century: to provide balance in the economy
so that we continue to live within our means; to
create an environment for business to excel, produce
and employ; to create prosperity so that we can
deliver on our social service obligations to those in
need and provide adequate health and community
services that are accessible to all; to work towards
safety in the home and the neighbourhood so that
vulnerable people in our community, especially the
elderly, can feel safe and secure; to plan for
generational projects for our future needs in
infrastructure, industry, education and job skills;
and to care for our greatest asset - the land, the sea,
the rivers and the flora and fauna nurtured by them.
Without a sustained environment this country
cannot sustain us.
As a mother I am committed to ensuring that my
children struggle less, share greater prosperity and
enjoy longer, more satisfying lives. Cameron, our
18-month-old son, is a constant source of motivation
to strive towards the restoration of stability and
security for the next generation - our children.
Until recently, young people were viewed in the
same light as women were viewed at the turn of this
century: hardly worthy of a vote and certainly not to
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be taken seriously. We could not be trusted to make
competent decisions on behalf of the community at
large. That has changed under the Kennett
government.
We have empowered the next generation. They have
the right to self-determination, and they have hope.
This government sees its role as guardian and
mentor, prOviding a guiding hand while listening to
the needs, hopes and aspirations of the leaders of
tomorrow - our young people. We will pass the
torch of Victoria to our children, who will light the
way into the next millennium. I have a vision of the
society we will hand to our children. They will be
well educated in a system of choice which advocates
equality of opportunity, not equality of outcome,
and under which the pursuit of excellence and hard
work is rewarded, not sneered at.
They will be children of the world, communicating
at the touch of a button in languages other than
English with their peers in far away countries. They
will have empathy with and understanding of other
cultures, free of small-minded ignorance and
suspicion. They will have a developed sense of
responsibility towards the least advantaged in our
community - the sick, the elderly, the disabled and
the unemployed. They will judge each individual on
merit, not on ethnicity or on gender, and they will
have in their Parliaments equal representation
through the acceptance of equality as a right, not a
privilege.
'Trust the women, mother, as I have done'. Those
words said by Dora Meeson 85 years ago could for
the next century be amended to say: 'Trust the
young people, mother, as I have done'. I thank the
people of Waverley Province for their trust. I will
serve to the best of my ability to provide stability
and security for the people of Waverley Province
and all Victorians.
Hon. T. E. ER EN (Doutta Galla) - Mr President,
I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your
re-election, and I congratulate the newly elected
members of the Coundl. It is my privilege to have
the honour of representing the people of Doutta
Galla Province in the Legislative Council. I thank the
voters of Doutta Galla for that honour and for their
faith in me and in the Labor Party; I will not let them
down.
I take this opportunity to selectively thank just a few
of the wide range of people whose support for me
has been unyielding and has played an incalculable
part in my being here today. Firstly, I thank my wife,
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Ayse, who is in the gallery, and my four children,
who are a constant source of inspiration and
support. Their contributions are non-political and
highly valued.

More recently the province was represented by the
now Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
Assembly and the future Premier of Victoria, John
Brumby.

I also take this opportunity to thank newly elected
Senators Stephen Conroy and Robert Ray, the
Leader of the Opposition in the other place, John
Brumby, and Monica Gould, who also represents
Doutta Galla in this place. To be the first person of
Turkish birth to be elected to a Parliament in
Australia is both a tremendous honour and a
tremendous responsibility, and I do not take that
responsibility lightly. However, first and foremost I
am an Australian and proud of it. I will be working
in this Parliament to achieve outcomes that improve
the circumstances and standards of living of all
Victorian residents, no matter where they live or
where they were born.

Currently I share the honour of representing this
area with the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
this chamber, Monica Gould. The people of Doutta
Galla, indeed people right across the state, need
those in Parliament to follow the lead set by the
people I have mentioned. Every member of
Parliament has a duty and obligation to look after
the welfare and benefits of the citizens of the state
but that is not happening under the current
government.

One of the hallmarks of this great country is the
willingness and readiness of its people to put
differences aside and work together for the common
good. Achieving that and being a leader in that
process is one of the reasons I sought election to this
Parliament. Carrying out that work for the common
good is a duty I will perform with pride.
On 30 March this year the constituents of Doutta
Galla spoke with a loud and clear voice, saying they
needed a continuation of the quality representation
provided by the Labor Party to fight for them
against the injustices and hardships imposed by the
government. The cry for protection was strong and
resolute. With huge and increasing majorities they
re-elected Monica Gould to represent Doutta Galla
in this place, and they re-elected Rob Hulls, George
Seitz, David Cunningham and Ian Baker to
represent them in the corresponding lower house
seats of Niddrie, Keilor, Melton and Sunshine.
I am proud that they elected me in the by-election
caused by the retirement from this house of David
White. On that subject I should like to pay tribute to
the outstanding contribution David White made in
and through this Parliament. He served and led with
tremendous distinction. His service did Victoria, this
Parliament, his constituents and our party proud.
He fought with tenacity for what he believed in.
David White continued the proud tradition of
quality Labor representatives who worked for and
with the people of Doutta Galla. They include the
Honourable Jack Tripovich, who dedicated more
than 30 years of his life to the labour movement.
Another great representative was Bill Landeryou.
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During my by-election campaign it became clear to
me that the voters of Doutta Galla were angry. They
were angry about the forced school closures and the
sackings of thousands of dedicated and qualified
teachers which resulted in a huge drop in the quality
of education available for their children. They were
angry about the increased class sizes, the reduced
personal attention, the limited resources, the sharp
reduction in subject availability and the increased
stress for both staff and students that these cutbacks,
closures and sackings have caused and will continue
to cause.
They were angry about the dramatic financial cuts in
the health area which have seen hospitals closed or
forced into amalgamations. They were angry about
beds being closed in critical care emergency areas
and people dying on trolleys while enduring long
and increasing delays trying to be admitted to
overcrowded, overworked and understaffed
hospitals. They were angry and frustrated by the
ever-increasing waiting lists for basic health services
and they were appalled that so many critical and
painful conditions were being classified as electi Ye
surgery that could waH until the government saw fit
to have them treated. Even this government has
finally realised the tragedy and severity of its health
care policy; the minister formerly responsible for
health has been demoted to another area where she
can no longer inflict needless pain and suffering on
innocent victims.
Coupled with that the people of Doutta Galla were
angry about the effective dismantling of the
ambulance system and the privatisation of the
dispatch and communications system. They were
dismayed that a government could put a system in
place that allowed people to die while waiting for
ambulances. People with no medical training or
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experience dictated the priority of ambulance
dispatch according to cost efficiency criteria.

gun laws. The threat to people's lives is an issue
above politics and political point scoring.

I am appalled at the devastating effect this
government's policies have had on our senior
citizens. After making a lifetime contribution to the
development and growth of this state they are being
punished by the government simply for growing
old. The government has slashed the state
contribution for home and community care to the
point where most councils have had to severely
restrict the program's application.

The Labor Party has offered the government full
bipartisan support for its substantial tightening of
gun laws. In the move towards national uniform
gun control legislation we, along with the
government, reject the lowest-common-denominator
approach that would weaken the control of guns in
our own state. We support a national gun code as
rigorous as the code already applying in Victoria.
We urged that that approach be pursued when the
police ministers met last week with Prime Minister
Howard. We applaud the tough decisions made at
that meeting and we support the new policy that
was introduced.

I have devoted a large part of my speech to the
hardships and deprivations the government has
inflicted not only on the citizens of Doutta Galla but
also on all Victorians. Sadly, I have only scratched
the surface of those problems. I have made no
mention of the mania that is sweeping this state
because of the government's fascination with and
devotion to the proliferation of gaming and its
casino culture. I have made no mention of the
environmental vandalism that has ruined so much
of the state, depriving the generations that follow of
their natural heritage. I have made no mention of
tolls or the City Link debacle.
I have made no mention of the thousands of needy
families struggling for existence and survival as
housing ministry stock has been sold and depleted
by the government without replacement and
without adequate safeguards for those in need. I
have made no mention of the slaughtering of
democracy that occurred with the removal of the
state's democratically elected councillors. I have
made no mention of Victoria's forgotten people, the
intellectually disabled who are in crisis because of
neglect. The list goes on and on.

It is a sad fact of life, especially in our chosen field of
politics, that the more things change the more they
stay the same. In his first speech to the Legislative
Council in 1976 David White highlighted the
progression of problems and hardships caused by
the uncaring maladministration of the then liberal
government. Twenty years later the slash-and-burn
mentality lives on through a new liberal generation.
In the years ahead we face many challenges.

Foremost is the continuing battle against violence
and drugs. The events surrounding the recent horror
shooting spree near Hobart are close to the hearts
and minds of us all. I take this opportunity of
offering my sincere condolences to the families of
the victims and my sympathy goes to them in their
grief. This sad event has again resulted in tighter

Our other major challenge is drugs. The Penington
drug report has been released and its contents and
recommendations will be debated by Parliament on
31 May. The report highlights many of the social and
economic reasons that can lead to drug dependency
and abuse. Sadly, many of the valuable investigative
insights and possible solutions are being
overshadowed by the emotive hyperbole
surrounding the possible decriminalisation of
marijuana use.
To the best of my knowledge this valuable report
has been produced only in English. Many people in
our community who could make valuable
contributions to this debate will have difficulty
grasping some of the intricate concepts and
recommendations simply because the report is not
available in languages they better understand.
Education still remains the best way to prevent this
growing problem. Prevention will always be better
than a cure for the economic and social problems
associated with substance abuse. Although the
impact of addictive drugs will not be solved
overnight, the upcoming debate will give us the
chance to approach the issue cooperatively and put
some sensible measures in place.
Mr President, I thank you and the Legislative
Council for the opportunity of making my inaugural
speech so soon after the reconvening of Parliament
after the recent election. In doing so I should like to
end on a positive note. My contact with the people
of Doutta Galla has been more than just as a
candidate seeking their votes in a by-election. My
co-member for Doutta Gould, Monica Gould, has
been an active and concerned member of the
Legislative Council since her own election two and a
half years ago. She has provided outstanding
representation for and commitment to the local
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residents and she has done her best to solve their
problems and ease the burdens the government has
laid on them. I am proud to have been a member of
her staff helping her in those endeavours.

In my time in that role - it was reinforced
constantly during my campaigning as a candidate it become painfully clear that the no. 1 priority in
Doutta Galla is the provision of jobs. Specifically
jobs need to be created for our young people. Too
often too many politicians pay lip-service to the
undeniable fact that our youth are our country's
future. They are the backbone on which Australia's
standard of living will be maintained and improved.
It is time for this lip-service to be turned into action
to help our youth to succeed.
The policies of the government have caused an
unacceptable unemployment level in Doutta Galla;
and youth unemployment is atrocious. To help
alleviate some of the problems I am establishing a
youth task force for Doutta Galla youth.
I will also be working with community groups and
service clubs to ease the social problems and unrest
that long periods of unemployment and/ or
inactivity bring. This will not be a whimsical or
overnight fling; my commitment to the youth of
Doutta Galla will be part of my proving why Labor
should continue to be the party of first choice for the
people of Doutta Galla and Victoria. I thank
honourable members for listening patiently to my
first speech in Parliament.
Hon. P. A. KATSAMBANIS (Monash) - I thank
the house for the opportunity to deliver my maiden
speech. Firstly, Mr President, I congratulate you on
your re-election to the high office of President of the
Legislative Council. I also congratulate all ministers
appointed in this house and the Leader of the
House. I declare my loyalty to our sovereign, to
Australia, to our flag and my faith in God.
It is indeed an honour for me to be in this chamber
representing the people of Monash Province. I am
following in the footsteps of the many distinguished
Victorians who have previously represented the
constituents of Monash, including a former Premier,
the Honourable Lindsay Thompson, the former
education minister, the Honourable Don Hayward,
the outstanding Olympian, the Honourable Sir
Frank Beaurepaire, and a former cabinet minister,
the Honourable Sir Frank Clarke.
I would also like to note the distinguished service to
Monash Province and to the Parliament of the

41

Honourable James Guest over the past 20 years. I
have known James for most of that time and he has
been a source of great knowledge and counsel to me
over the years. I wish him well in his new
endeavours.
The people of Monash Province have entrusted me
with a great responsibility to represent them in this
house. I thank them for the trust they have placed in
me and give my commitment to effectively represent
them at all times.
Monash Province is made up of the four Assembly
seats of Albert Park, Caulfield, Malvern and
Prahran, and I place on record my appreciation for
the assistance given to me by Eacham Curry, Robert
Doyle, He1en Shardey and Leonie Burke during the
recent election campaign. I must also thank my new
colleague the Honourable Louise Asher for all her
help and guidance during the campaign and
especially to congratulate her on her much deserved
appointment to the ministry.
Having grown up in Prahran, at the heart of Monash
Province, I have a deep understanding of the area
and of the aspirations of its people. Monash is a
large and diverse electorate. The differences between
Port Melbourne and Toorak are apparent but there
is also great diversity in age groups, ethnic
backgrounds and socioeconomic status. Monash also
has a very transient population. This presents a
unique challenge because I believe it is not enough
to simply know the geographic area of one's
electorate, one must also know the voters of that
electorate and their views, wishes and aspirations.
With nearly half the electorate being first-time
voters, I look forward to the task of getting to know
these people as they move into the electorate and to
being their voice in Parliament.
I place on record my gratitude and love for my
family. As migrants from Greece my parents worked
hard to build a solid base for our family. A major
aim was to buy and payoff the family home - to
have something we could truly call our own. That
gave us a strong grounding in thrift and hard work
as well as providing a tangible example of goal
setting and achievement. At the same time our
parents provided a loving and supportive
environment in which their children could grow.
They encouraged us in any pursuits we chose to
undertake. They nurtured in us a sense of
self-respect, self-reliance and an inherent belief that
we could achieve anything so long as we were
prepared to work hard for it. This support and
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encouragement was instrumental in my achieving
academic success and going on to university.
I commend the government on introducing in the
last term of Parliament a limited form of voluntary
student unionism on Victorian university campuses.
I commit myself to working towards the full
implementation of voluntary student unionism
during my term in Parliament. It was voluntary
student unionism that provided the impetus for my
involvement in public affairs and the political
process. When I first enrolled at university I was
shocked and dismayed to find that as a precondition
to enrolment I had to join and pay a fee to the
student union at the University of Melbourne. I had
no choice or say in the matter whatsoever; unless I
paid the union fee my enrolment could not be
accepted and I could not pursue my studies in
commerce and the law.
Compulsory unionism and the old no-ticket, no-start
mentality was completely unacceptable to me as it
offended my belief in liberty and freedom of
association. I paid the fee grudgingly. Then I
discovered the Melbourne University liberal Club
which was similarly outraged by this draconian
practice. I soon become an active member of the club
and became involved in promoting the concept of
voluntary student unionism and defeating the
Australian Union of Students. It was in student
politics that I cut my teeth politically by continually
campaigning and developing my political beliefs.
Yet I quickly realised that some people will stop at
nothing to achieve their political aims.
At one point my opponents falsely added my name
to an article that was circulated expressing views I
have never held. At the National Union of Students
conference in Ballara t in 1988 I was subjected to
racial taunts and abuse. I had to endure those attacks
throughout the week. It was fortuitous that when I
went into the centre of Ballarat on the last day of the
conference I found aT-shirt on sale with a slogan
that enunciated the views of those racist people.
When I proceeded to wear the T-shirt I found the
racists were soon silenced.
Although since then I have endured many other
personal attacks during political battles, I have
always drawn strength from the words of Margaret
Thatcher:
If they attack one personally it means they have not a
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During its last term the Victorian government set
new benchmarks for financial responsibility. It
worked towards reducing the crippling debt burden
of our state from more than $34 billion to under
$22 billion in the space of just over three years. This
unprecedented turnaround resulted from a simple
yet often forgotten maxim: you can't spend what
you don't have. That was something governments of
the past 20 years seemed to have ignored, yet it is
the basis for any successful financial dealing from
balancing the household budget to running
multinational corporations. The budget has now
been brought into sustainable surplus and a debt
reduction strategy introduced and adhered to.
The people of Victoria were asked to share the
burden of reducing the state's debt level and
providing a solid financial base for our state as we
proceed towards the 21st century. They accepted
this burden as it became apparent that Victoria
could no longer afford to spend and accumulate
debt. The government is charged with the
responsibility of providing essential services such as
health and education. A continuation of the
profligate spending mentality of the past would
have seriously jeopardised our ability to fund such
services at any level.
A few weeks ago the people of Victoria clearly
indicated that they accepted the government's
financial strategy. It is important, however, to
ensure - to use a football analogy -that we do not
take our eyes off the ball. To do so will see our state
slipping back down the ladder of economic
prosperity.
Governments should never spend more in any given
year than they can earn and should aim to payoff all
debt as soon as possible. To do otherwise is simply
to mortgage the future of our children and their
children. As parents, we strive to build assets to
leave a solid inheritance to our children. As
parliamentarians, we should similarly ensure that
we leave future generations of Victorians a solid
financial footing and not burden them with the
debts incurred as a result of living beyond our
means. It will be a challenge to ensure that the
budget stays in sustainable surplus and that the
state's debts continue to be reduced. I look forward
to meeting that challenge.
However, to balance the books is not nearly enough.
In this term of government the Victorian people are
expecting a dividend for their patience and
understanding. We need to deliver a reduction in
the burden of taxation, especially on small business,

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Tuesday, 14 May 1996

COUNCn..

as well as reducing the level of bureaucratic red
tape. It was heart warming to hear His Excellency
the Governor say that the government would
address this issue in its coming term. Such
reductions will stimulate further investment in our
state, which will lead to the creation of employment.
We hear a lot about creating a social safety net. The
most fundamental plank in any such safety net is the
ability for all Victorians who want a job to get one.
That will be achieved only in an environment that
encourages increased business activity. Having a job
is fundamental to the self-respect of every
individual. Also fundamental to an individual's
existence is the ability to act and be treated as a
responsible adult. That includes the ability to
exercise fundamental freedoms such as freedom of
speech, of thought and of association.
For too long governments of all persuasions have
interfered unduly with those fundamental freedoms,
sometimes with little justification. There is no doubt
that governments have a legitimate role in
protecting the rights of minors and of those who
cannot care for themselves. However, governments
do not need to hold the hands of responsible adults
and tell them how to live their lives, nor can they tell
them how to think or act. It is my objective that,
before the government legislates to further curtail
the rights and liberty of people, we ask why the
government should interfere. Only where it can be
seen that actions of people will cause harm to others
can the government legitimately legislate. Otherwise
individuals should be allowed to act of their own
free will.
The rise of the phenomenon known as political
correctness is but one example of where special
interest groups have attempted to curtail public
discussion and free speech to serve their own ends.
If I may use the words of John Stuart Mill:
We can never be sure that the opinion we are
endeavouring to stifle is a false opinion; and if we are
sure, stifling it would be an evil still.

In the past term the Victorian government, through
strong leadership by the Premier and the
parliamentary party, has avoided pandering to such
special interests and has never shied away from
taking hard or unpopular decisions. For that it has
earned the respect of the Victorian public. It has
reinstated the pride of Victorians that had been
quashed by previous Victorian governments: pride
based on a sense of purpose and achievement; pride
in our great institutions; and a renewed can-do
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attitude. No longer is Victoria the butt of cruel jokes
from interstate.
Much has been made of my heritage. I am an
Australian of Greek descent. I am very proud of that
heritage. However, I presented myself as a
candidate for office to the Liberal Party as a party
member. I was preselected and elected on my
merits, not through a quota system or a politically
correct affirmative action program to appease some
special interest group. To treat or promote a person
on any basis other than merit is to belittle and
demean the self-worth of that individual and the
group he or she purports to represent.
As we approach the 21st century we see a great
advance in technology and its increasing adoption
into our everyday lives. Only 20 years ago
computers were unheard of outside the halls of
academia; even 10 years ago they were seen as fads
or toys that would not catch on. Today many of us,
including me, can hardly function without a
computer terminal on our desks, with ready access
to the worldwide web and our e-mail through the
Internet. Already my 21-month-old son can log onto
my computer and turn on the modem. Imagine what
he will be able to do and achieve when he is 21 years
old! I am sure he will then view my current machine
as a totally outdated dinosaur.
This bold new frontier presents many opportunities
to establish a strong and viable developing industry
in Victoria. The government has led the way in
helping to develop new software and systems that
are already earning export income. We in Victoria
should actively encourage the development of high
technology industries in our state through the
fostering of a pro-business investment environment
in this state. But we must understand the
ever-changing and developing nature of the
information superhighway. As soon as new
products emerge they almost instantaneously
become obsolete. It is a high-risk, high-return game
and it is, as in all business ventures, best left to
private enterprise.
In my term in Parliament I will work to ensure the
continued success of the government in its task of
resurrecting our great state of Victoria. It is essential
that we secure and build on the financial reforms of
the past three and a half years if we are to create a
Victoria that we are proud to hand over to future
generations. Within this context I will also strive to
preserve the rights and liberty of individual
Victorians and will work towards the full
implementation of voluntary student unionism.
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In conclusion, I thank a number of people: firstly,

my wife Elise, who has been a constant source of
strength, loyalty and friendship to me. She has
shouldered and will continue to shoulder most of
the burden in raising our two children, Argyrios and
Nicolette. They will be part of the future generation
of Victorians who stand to benefit most from the
actions of this government. The creation of a bright
and prosperous future for my family is one of my
main motivating influences in coming to this place.
Secondly, I thank the Liberal Party, to which I owe a
great deal. I will endeavour at all times to repay the
faith and loyalty that the members of the party have
shown me. Thirdly, I thank all the voluntary
workers of the party who have been so supportive of
me and who campaigned tirelessly during the
election campaign. In particular, I thank my
electorate chairman, George Gordon, and my friends
Gerard Wheeler, David Stevens, Julian Sheezel and
Anthony Smith, with whom I have worked since my
university days.
Most importantly, I would like to thank the voters of
Monash Province who have entrusted me with the
honour of representing them in this 53rd Victorian
Parliament. I feel privileged to be able to serve them,
and I will work hard to keep their trust and respect.
I thank honourable members for listening attentively
to my maiden speech.
Hon. S. M. NGUYEN (Melbourne West) - I
thank you, Mr Deputy President, for the opportunity
of delivering my first speech on behalf of the people
of Melbourne West. I congratulate Mr President,
new members of this house and His Excellency the
Governor on his fine work as Governor of Victoria.
It is a great honour for me to stand in this place as

the first Vietnamese-born member of Parliament in
Australia or, indeed, around the world. In 1977 I
arrived as a 17-year-old teenager and political
refugee, one of more than 140000 people who left
Vietnam behind to make a new life in Australia. My
journey to Australia was difficult and dangerous.
Together with 11 others and my uncle I escaped
from the Rach Gia Province in South Vietnam and
fled to the Leamsing refugee camp in Thailand. We
spent 10 months in that camp before I was accepted
and allowed to migrate to Australia as a refugee.
I am very grateful to Australia for allowing me to
settle in this land. It is a great country, one which
offers plenty of opportunities: it values individual
rights and personal freedoms. It is a place I am
proud to call home.
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The people of Melbourne West Province have
entrusted me to be their representative, and I will do
my best to listen to their views and represent their
concerns in this Parliament.
Mr President, I thank the many Labor Party
members and supporters who assisted me in the
election campaign. Many others contributed to my
political development. I especially thank the friends,
supporters, former councillors and staff of the City
of Richmond who assisted me during my six years
as a councillor and mayor of the city. I thank my
colleagues at the National Union of Workers, where
I worked as a migrant liaison officer. My
commitment to unionism, particularly the need to
promote industrial rights for migrant workers, will
remain strong.

The Honourable Gareth Evans, the new federal
member for Holt, taught me that public life is about
hard work, particularly if you want to achieve
results. It was a pleasure to work as his electorate
officer, and I thank him for his unwavering support
for me and the Vietnamese community.
My thanks also go to my parliamentary colleagues
in both this house and the Legislative Assembly. As
a new member I face a steep learning curve and I
value their support and advice. I thank my
predecessor in the seat of Melbourne West, Lida
Kokocinski, for her dedication and strong
community service to her constituency. I hope to
continue her good work. I will be eternally indebted
to the many members of the Vietnamese-Australian
community whose strong enthusiasm for my
candidature remains a great source of inspiration.
Melbourne West encompasses the four lower house
seats of Footscray, Williamstown, Altona and
Werribee. The western suburbs have a long and
proud history, beginning with the election in 1894 of
John Hancock as the first Labor state member of
Parliament for Footscray. In the past century
Melbourne West and the lower house seats it covers
have provided no fewer than three state Labor
leaders and many notable cabinet ministers. That
places on me the heavy burden of enhancing a
proud local Labor tradition, but it is a task I will
attack with vigour.
The western suburbs have a strong sense of
community and have distinguished themselves by
being at the forefront of multicultural Australia. For
that to continue the full support of the Victorian
government is required. The state government needs
to look west and to value the diversity of its people,
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its rich economic resources and infrastructure and its
great potential.

the Victorian government must lead the way in this
important reform.

Industry needs to be encouraged to invest and
establish operations in what is a prime industrial
locality. The west has a competitive advantage over
other parts of Melbourne, with its proximity to
transport hubs, its abundant vacant land for
greenfield sites and its skilled local work force.
Strategic industrial development across the western
region is crucial if we are to seriously address the
issue of future job growth.

In conclusion I would like to thank my lover, Kim,
who has been very supportive of and patient with
my busy schedule, and I also thank my parents and
our extended families, including those who could
not be here tOnight. This occasion is a very
important one for me, and I would like to finish my
inaugural speech with a few words in my native
tongue, which I will then speak in English for the
benefit of honourable members and Hansard.

The government also needs to invest properly and
strategically in infrastructure such as public
transport and education, especially in the new outer
suburb growth areas like Altona Meadows, Hoppers
Crossing and Werribee, which are in my province,
and Sydenham and Taylors Lakes, which are in
Doutta Galla Province. Mr President, as democracy
returns to local councils - it returned to the City of
Hobsons Bay earlier this year and it will return to
the cities of Maribymong, Brimbank and Wyndham
in 1997 - we must ensure that they are able to
provide the adequate community services that
people need.

U6rig Nd&
Ngu6n which means that when
we drink the water we always remember its sources.
I can never forget that I am Vietnamese born - but I
am also an Australian.

I will work hard to promote a policy of tolerance
and multiculturalism and will fight against
discrimination of all kinds. In particular, I will
support any legislation that genuinely aims to
protect industrially disadvantaged people in the
workplace, especially the many outworkers who
suffer from severe exploitation.
Drug abuse is a problem prevalent throughout
Melbourne; it is not peculiar to the western suburbs.
I applaud recent moves by the government to try to
better understand the problem of drug abuse.
However, what we need is action in the form of
better funding for community education about the
risks of drug abuse and better funding for grassroots
drug rehabilitation centres. I learnt the value of
direct counselling during my time as a youth worker
for the Ecumenical Migration Centre in Footscray
during the mid-1980s. Despite the importance of
those services, organisations like the Western
Suburbs Drug and Alcohol Abuse Counselling and
Treatment Centre (WestADD) face the prospect of
government funding cuts.
Mr President, I mourn the death of Peter Nash, a
victim of the Port Arthur massacre, whose family
lives in my electorate. Although it is heartening to
see political leaders of all persuasions showing unity
of purpose in introducing national gun control laws,

Nhd

Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Debate adjourned on motion of Hon. W. I. SMITH
(Silvan).
Debate adjourned until next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health)-1
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Hospitals: Frankston
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - I
draw a matter to the attention of the Minister for
Health. On 25 March a 65-year-old man named lan
was admitted to the Frankston Hospital and
operated on for a malignant growth on his kidney.
The whole kidney, the growth and part of the main
artery to his heart had to be removed. As you can
imagine, it was a major operation and the patient
was not in very good health because of his illness.
He was in intensive care for five days and then saw
his surgeon once after he was returned to the ward.
On 4 April, the day before Easter, he had spent some
five days in the ward. He was still in a great deal of
pain and unable to eat or move around. His wife
received a call from the hospital and was told to
collect him in an hour. The nurse explained to her
that because it was Easter the hospital was short of
staff and had to discharge all the patients who were
fit enough to walk. A novice nurse, who had
removed stitches only once before, removed lan's
stitches and clips and told his wife to take him
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home. The nurse gave Ian's wife some gauze and
padding and suggested that she hold this over her
husband's stomach on the way home just in case
something happened.

made an accusation which is a direct reflection on
the Premier. He knows that is disorderly. If he wants
to move a motion to further his allegations he can do
so, but he knows he cannot do it in this context.

As Ian's wife drove along, Ian looked down and all
he could see was blood. His guts were hanging out
because half the operation wound had split open. By
the time his wife got Ian home he had fainted. The
whole gash - 9 inches of it - had split open. His
stomach, bowel and God knows what else was
hanging out. Ian's wife rang the local doctor and
asked what she should do. He suggested the best
thing was to drive Ian back to the hospital. She had
to drive holding one hand over her husband's
stomach with his guts coming out because he had
fainted - which is not surprising- at the sight of
blood, as men tend to do.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Further on the
point of order, Mr President, the Premier has made
it clear in another place and in comment on this
matter that he did intervene and that he contacted a
number of people, including a solicitor for the
program, and sought, for legal or other reasons, to
have this story pulled from the Today Tonight
program.

Ian's wife got him back to the hospital at 3.55 p.m.
and had to readmit him. It took until 7.45 p.m. on
Easter eve for him to be returned to the operating
room. The doctor had to be called back to the
hospital because he was heading to the airport to
catch an aeroplane out of the country or interstate
for his holidays.
This is an important issue because the whole family,
the patient and the wife were traumatised. Ian had
to be readmitted to the hospital and the whole
operation had to be redone. Finally he was
discharged again and he is now home, but he is very
skinny, nervous and on edge.
This incident seems to have been a direct result of
case-mix funding or a mix-up. It is certainly the case
that there were not enough staff at the Frankston
Hospital, but that, of course, costs money. I want to
ensure that such an incident does not happen again.
What hope do we have of ensuring that this sort of
horror story will not happen again?

Ambulance services: response times
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I refer
the Minister for Health to the events, which I am
sure he has heard about, which occurred earlier
tonight at Channel 7 and resulted in the collapse of
Jill Singer at that studio, no doubt because of the
stress she was under as a result of a story on Bruce
Mathieson and the casino being pulled by the
management of the station following the disgraceful
intervention by the Premier of this state.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - On a point of order,
Mr President, the Leader of the Opposition has

The only word I used in my comment was to
describe the action as disgraceful. If that is of
concern to the members opposite - The PRESIDENT - Order! You referred to the
disgraceful intervention of the Premier.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Mr President,
the words I used were no doubt because of stress as
a result of a story being pulled. So the stress came
from the story being pulled not due to but following
the disgraceful intervention by the Premier of this
state. If you want to have a causal connection and
there is one in your mind, that is up to you. The
sequence of events was that there was an
intervention by the Premier, which I have
indicated - Hon. M. A. Birrell - You alleged!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - And while the
Premier has indicated - Hon. R. I. Knowles - You are unable to quote
debates in the other place.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am saying that
the Premier has indicated it, and you will read all
about it in tomorrow morning's paper because he
has spoken to a number of people, including the
press. The fact is that there was an intervention. All I
have said is that the stress may have occasioned the
collapse following that intervention. I do not see it,
except in the mind of the Leader of the Govemmen:,
as being necessarily a causal connection.
The PRESIDENT - Order! It is difficult to rule
on this matter because I know nothing of the
background to the issues raised by the honourable
member. However, the point of order concerns
whether the words that were used by the
honourable member are objectionable in so far as
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they imply some action by the Premier that is wrong
in some way.
As the words' disgraceful intervention' are not so
onerous as to require me to seek to have them
withdrawn, I suggest that if the honourable member
wishes to pursue the matter he moderate his
interpretation of the events and then put the
question.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Jill Singer
collapsed a few minutes after the program. Then,
according to the information I have received, it took
15 minutes for an ambulance to arrive at the scene.
The benchmark time for such ambulance calls is
8 minutes; it took more than double the benchmark
time the government has set itself for the ambulance
to arrive. In fact, the Channel 9 news team arrived at
the scene and started filming before the ambulance
even arrived.
Will the minister now consider reopening the South
Melbourne station, which would have been able to
offer a quicker response time, because it is clear that
available resources are inadequate to meet such
emergendes?

Ports: management
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I seek the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports
concerning the government's decision to
disassemble Victoria's port structure. Will the
minister advise what arrangements have been put in
place for the ongoing management of those ports
that are described as associated ports?

Feral animals and noxious weeds
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
ask the Minister for Roads and Ports to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Agriculture and
Resources in another place the Victorian Farmers
Federation's attack on the government for scaling
down research into feral animals and noxious
weeds, which is placing rural people in a difficult
position and jeopardising their livelihoods.
The federation's president, Mr Wally Shaw, has said
Victoria is losing the fight to control wild dogs, pests
and weeds because public cuts and the policy of
corporatising government research have resulted in
programs being stopped or restricted. For example,
there are now no research projects on wild dogs,
variegated thistles or sirex wasps, which damage
pine plantations.

If the research does not begin again farmer's
productivity will decrease, valuable farming land
will be lost and stock losses will be sustained, which
will affect all farming communities. I call on the

Minister for Agriculture and Resources in another
place to change government policy and to begin to
take country people seriously by reinstating those
important research and eradication programs so that
the farming community can look forward to a
brighter future.

Responses
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Health) The Honourable Jean McLean referred to an incident
that occurred in the lead up to Easter. It concerned
the discharge from the Frankston Hospital of a
65-year-old man named lan whose condition
deteriorated on the way home. I make it clear that
regardless of whether the discharge was justified, it
was strictly a clinical decision.
Decisions to discharge people are in the hands of
clinicians, who inevitably will make the best
judgments open to them - but it is always possible
that they will not get it right. I will make inquiries to
see whether any further information can be supplied
to explain what was a traumatic and distressing
experience for both the patient and his spouse.
The Leader of the Opposition raised a matter
concerning the reported length of time taken for an
ambulance to arrive at the Channel 7 studios
tOnight. I have no knowledge of any of the issues he
has drawn to the attention of the house, but let me
make it clear that every year the government has
been in office more funds have been spent on the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Come off it!
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I am sorry, but it's a
fact. I thought Mr Theophanous was suggesting that
this is an issue about resourcing. I am simply
drawing to his attention - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - What about the
closure of the South Melbourne station?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - I point out that the
structure of the service is a matter for the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - But you're the
responsible minister!
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Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - Absolutely. But what
must be established is that the Labor Party does not
believe services should ever be moved to where the
people are. The Metropolitan Ambulance Service
has been involved - -

The Honourable Don Nardella raised genuine
concerns about wild dogs, noxious weeds and, last
but not least, feral animals. I will refer that matter to
the Minister for Agriculture and.Resources.
Motion agreed to.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - The issue is 15 minutes.
House adjourned 10.40 p.m.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - You never raised one
issue with me while you were opposition
spokesperson on aged care, so don't come in here
and-Hon. D. A. Nardella - Talk about the
15 minutes, not about my performance.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - You had no
performance.
It is a matter of resourci.ng the service. This

government is committed to ensuring that health
services across the spectrum are properly structured
and located to provide the best service. The record
shows that the Victorian people appreciate that,
because in the outer metropolitan areas they voted
for the government in increased numbers as recently
as a month ago. They have shown they appreciate
that this government is committed to increasing the
level of available resources while ensuring that they
are properly structured and located to provide the
best possible service.
I do not intend to get involved in claims about what
happened and how long it took a particular
ambulance to get to wherever, because I have
absolutely no knowledge of the incident - and any
reasonable person would not expect me to have that
knowledge. However, I have indicated that the
government will continue to fund the ambulance
service to ensure that the best possible services are
provided.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Minister for Roads and
Ports) -The Honourable Pat Power raised a matter
concerning responsibility for associated ports.
Responsibility for the associated ports, which was
widely publicised last year, was transferred to the
then Minister for Conservation and Environment. It
is under the jurisdiction of the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - He taught you how
to flick pass.
Hon. G. R. CRAIGE - It was beautiful, too.
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