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Friday, 13 November 1998
The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair at
10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

The SPEAKER - Order! It is customary when
people in wheelchairs attend the Parliament that they
come forward as far as the bar of the house. With the
consent of the house I suggest that we allow them to
come forward at least as far as the second row of seats.
I ask that honourable members endeavour not to stand
in front of a wheelchair occupant so that he or she can
see what is happening in the chamber. I hope they will
be impressed.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following petitions
for presentation to Parliament:

Hospitals: pathology services
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the state of
Victoria sheweth that as a result of cutbacks in funding from
the state and federal government, and the processes adopted
for competitive tendering, public hospital pathology services
are suffering from an erosion of public health care standards,
reductions in the number of highly skilled and qualified staff,
closures and contracting out of pathology services, and
reductions in employment oppornmities.
Your petitioners therefore pray that members of the
Legislative Assembly vote in support of an immediate
increase of funding for public hospital pathology services, an
immediate government inquiry into the rapid decline in public
health care standards, and an immediate joint review and
assessment of the competitive tendering process and
contracting out of public hospital pathology services.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) (1022 signatures)

Hurstbridge roadworks
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the citizens of the state of Victoria
sheweth that the intersection of Arthurs Creek Road and
Haleys Gully Road in Hmstbridge, the section of Arthurs
Creek Road between Acacia Road and Monash Bridge and
the section ofHaleys Gully Road from Hurst Road to Arthurs
Creek Road present a serious risk to human life and that
further tragedies will occur on this section of road unless
urgent works and safety measures are implemented to make it
safe.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government of
Victoria provide funds from the Better Roads levy for works
on this section of road along with the implementation of
immediate road safety measures such as the provision of
footpaths, designated crossing and a review of speed limits,
signage and other measures which will reduce the risk to road
users and pedestrians alike.
And calls on the government to work with the Shire of
Nillumbik to put in place emergency measures such as
interim footpaths, signage and other traffic management
mechanisms to minimise the immediate risk, pending more
permanent works.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) (839 signatures)
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerk:
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre - Report for the
year 1997-98 (two papers)

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
Bethlehem Hospital Inc. - Report for the year 1997-98

By Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) (743 signatures)

Craigieburn: public transport
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the state of
Victoria sheweth:
That public transport services be increased in Craigieburn
area. Specifically that a bus service between Craigiebum and
Broadmeadows be conducted on Sundays.

Your petitioners therefore pray the state government of
Victoria commission the PTC to undertake such a service, to
the benefit of residents in the area who are reliant on public
transport for the smooth operation of their lives.

Caritas Christi Hospice Ltd - Report for the year 1997-98
(two papers)
Financial Management Act 1994 - Report from the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management that she had
received the 1997-98 Annual Reports of the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority
East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority

Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management
Authority
Mallee Catchment Management Authority
North Central Catchment Management Authority
North East Catchment Management Authority
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Wimmera Catchment Authority
Goulbum Broken Catchment Management Authority Report for the year 1997-98
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 - Notice under
section 32(3Xa)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rule No. 119
North Westem Health Care Network - Report for the year
1997-98 (two papers)
St Vincent's Hospital Melbourne - Report for the year
1997-98 (two papers)
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Pharmacists Act 1974 - S.R No. 135
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - S.R No. 134
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - Ministers' exception
certificates in relation to Statutory Rule Nos. 134, 135
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority Report for the year 1997-98.

This bill continues the work commenced by the
committee in 1994 which resulted in the enactment of
the Statute Law Revision Act 1995 which repealed a
considerable number of acts that were unproclaimed
spent or no longer relevant.
In preparing the list of acts to be repealed by this bill
the committee consulted with the ministers and
departments responsible for these acts to determine
their suitability for repeal.

This bill is needed to reduce the number and
complexity of acts contained on the Victorian statute
book so that it remains clear relevant and accords with
the needs of the community.
I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion ofMr BAMILTON
(MorweU).
Debate adjourned until Friday, 27 November.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Adjournment
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until a day and hour to be
fixed by Mr Speaker, which time of meeting shall be notified
in writing to each member of the house.

PUBLIC SECTOR REFORM (FURTHER
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.

STATUTE LAW REVISION (REPEALS)
BILL
Second reading

Mrs TEBAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to repeal over 250 acts that
have been determined as being spent or outdated by the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee in
consultation with the Chief Parliamentary Counsel.
This bill will repeal the Victorian Tourism Commission
(Tourism Victoria) Act 1992 and the Emergency
Management (Amendment) Act 1994 but will ensure
that transitional provisions contained in these acts are
retained by inserting equivalent provisions in the
Tourism Victoria Act 1992 and the Emergency
Management Act 1986 respectively.

The purpose of this bill is to make minor corrections to
amendments made to acts by the Public Sector Reform
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 1998 and to make
additional amendments to other acts.
The Public Sector Reform (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Act 1998 amended acts contained in
schedule 1 to that act so as to bring these acts into line
with the Public Sector Management and Employment
Act 1998.
Schedule 1 of the bill amends schedule 1 of the Public
Sector Reform (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 1998
so as to correct minor typographical and grammatical
errors that occurred as a result of amendments made by
the act.
Accordingly the bill will operate from 26 May 1998,
the royal assent date of the Public Sector Reform
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Act 1998.
Schedule 2 of the bill makes amendments to a number
of acts so as to bring them into line with the Public
Sector Management and Employment Act 1998.
I commend this bill to the house.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (AMENDMENI) BILL
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Debate adjourned on motion ofMr HAMILTON
(Morwell).
Debate adjourned until Friday, 27 November.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill amends the Environment Protection Act 1970,
which is the key legislative tool for environment
protection in Victoria
The bill introduces a number of amendments designed
to enhance the effectiveness of the Environment
Protection Act 1970 and implement government
commitments to the environment.
Under the Kennett government, Victoria has been a
leader in environment protection and waste
management. This bill builds on that record of
leadership and success.
It will help the government to place a renewed
emphasis on waste management, including:

helping the development of improved and
sustainable recycling programs;
working with industry to improve the management
of industrial wastes, and
provide a focus on reducing the generation of
hazardous wastes, identifying opportunities to gain
maximum economic value from hazardous wastes,
and avoiding the need to dispose of such wastes to
landfills wherever possible.
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An IWRA is a legally enforceable agreement
voluntarily entered into by an industry sector, an
individual company, a group of companies or an
industry association with the Environment Protection
Authority (EPA).
The IWRA approach encourages the analysis of an
industry's waste stream and of the economic value of
its wastes. An IWRA also sets out the part that the
industry will play in supporting waste minimisation and
the recovery, reuse and recycling of residual wastes
created by production processes. It aims to discourage
disposal to landfil~ and ensure the safe disposal of
those wastes that cannot be reused.
The amendments contained within this bill will
strengthen the existing IWRA system by ensuring that
agreements produced:
address all of the relevant issues;
are consistent with the Environment Protection Act
and the regulations and state environment protection
policies made under that act; and
are consistent in format and content.

The bill will also enable EPA to issue infringement
notices in cases of technical or less serious breaches of
the IWRA provisions of the act. This will apply, for
example, where EPA has issued a notice requiring
submission of a draft agreement and the firm or
industry in question fails to submit a draft IWRA within
the time period specified in the notice. It will also apply
for a failure to respond to a notice issued by EPA
requiring that a breach of an IWRA, such as failure to
provide progress reports, be rectified At the moment,
the only recourse available to the authority is
prosecution with a potential penalty of$1O 000. The
use of infringement notices will allow a more
appropriate penalty to be imposed for such minor
offences.

I will now outline the key elements of the bill in more
detail.

2. Kerbside recycling and recyclable materials
management

1. Industry Waste Reduction Agreements

One of the key purposes of the bill is to introduce
mechanisms to improve the management of recyclable
materials. Kerbside recycling is an extremely important
component of environment protection, and one that all
Victorians should be able to contribute to. Victoria has
been extremely successful in developing kerbside
recycling systems which cover the state and in which
our community participates at extremely high rates.

The bill will amend the provisions of the Environment
Protection Act 1970 governing industry waste reduction
agreements.
Industry waste reduction agreements (IWRA) are a
flexible mechanism by which industries and individual
companies can demonstrate their commitment to
protection of the environment and conservation of
resources.

Despite the extensive coverage of collection systems
and Victoria's high participation rates in these
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programs, the viability of kerbside recycling systems is
still not assured with ongoing support from local and
state governments being required over the years. Two
key problems underlie the vulnerability of our
recyclable materials collection and reprocessing
industries. Firstly, price squeezes, which occur when
international commodity prices drop, can often force
small, inexperienced or inefficient firms out of
business. Secondly, the small size of Australian markets
means that it is often difficult to find markets for
recyclable materials when they compete with virgin
products.
The Victorian government has been working with other
Australian governments to develop a national strategy
for improving the management of recyclable materials.
This has included the negotiation of a national
packaging covenant under the auspices of the
Australian and New Zealand Environment and
Conservation Council.
The national packaging covenant is a joint program
whereby industries that produce and use packaging will
work with governments to fund and implement
programs to improve the management of recyclable
materials throughout Australia Industry has made an
offer of funding for this program, and this bill will
allow the Victorian government to provide matching
funds to ensure that a cooperative approach is taken by
industry and government to achieve improvements in
recycling that will benefit the whole Victorian
community.
To support the implementation of the covenant, the
National Environment Protection Council (NEPC) has
announced its intention to make a national environment
protection measure for used packaging materials. The
covenant and national environment protection measure
will provide for the implementation of a range of
programs to address the key issues that currently place
the long-term viability of Victoria's and Australia's
kerbside recycling systems in doubt.
Temporarily increase the landfilllevy

In order to raise the funds required to match an industry
offer of funding for a three-year period under the
national packaging covenant, this bill introduces a
temporary increase in the rate of the landfilllevy, which
applies to metropolitan landfills. This increase will
apply for a limited period of three years only, from
1 July 1999 to 30 June 2002 to complement the
industry funding offer.
The levy rate will be increased from $3 to $4 per tonne,
raising an estimated total of$IO.8 million over the
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three-year period. This money will be used to fund the
government's commitments under the national
packaging covenant. The funds will also support
additional government programs designed to ensure the
sustainability of our recycling programs.
These amendments demonstrate that this government is
dedicated to the future viability and stability of
recycling in this state, by directly allocating collected
funds to achieving structural reform of recyclable
materials collection and processing industries.
National environment protection measure for used
packaging materials

The bill also provides for the implementation of the
proposed national environment protection measure
(NEPM) for used packaging materials by allowing for
the adoption of that measure as a Victorian state
environment protection policy. This will fulfil the
government's commitment under the national
packaging covenant to ensure that industry that chooses
not to contribute to the covenant programs cannot then
obtain a benefit based on the goodwill of those firms
which are contributing to this national effort.
National environment protection measures are an
important way of developing consistent national
approaches to environment protection. The recent
adoption of new national air quality standards is a good
example of this. The Victorian government is keen to
see national approaches to improving recycling
programs, and the bill will support this both through the
temporary levy increase and through enabling a NEPM
on the issue to be adopted in Victoria Both of these
changes will strengthen the cooperative approach
between industry and government and lead to improved
outcomes for all Victorians and Australians.
3. Transport and tracking of waste
Another area of waste management, in which Victoria
has led the way, is the safe transport of hazardous
wastes. Victoria has a longstanding regulatory regime
for managing the transport and disposal of hazardous
wastes. This model was recently adopted by the
National Environment Protection Council as the basis
for a new NEPM for managing the transport of
hazardous wastes across state and territory borders.
The bill will introduce some new elements to further
improve the effectiveness of Victoria's regulatory
regime, and to allow for full implementation of the new
national environment protection measure.
Most of these new elements were identified during the
extensive community consultation which EPA
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conducted in developing Victoria's new industrial
waste strategy. That consultative process identified
some new opportunities for improving the existing
system for managing transport and tracking of
hazardous wastes.
In particular, the bill introduces a new fiamework
which will allow for the application of new information
technologies. This will empower industry to develop
innovative, lower cost approaches thereby ensuring that
Victoria's good record on the safe transport of
hazardous wastes is maintained.

The new fiamework will also ensure that industry is
encouraged to develop new uses for these wastes. In
this way, these reforms to the transport and tracking
system complement other elements of the bill which
focus on reducing the generation and increasing the
reuse of hazardous wastes.
The amendments also provide the means for full
implementation of the recently made national
environment protection measure for the movement of
controlled waste across state and territory borders,
adopted by the NEPc. This will complete the process
of extending the existing system of safe management of
hazardous waste transport across Victoria's borders.
4.

Landfilllevy for hazardous wastes

The management of hazardous wastes is an issue of
significant concern to the Victorian community. The
government is serious about reducing the generation of
hazardous wastes and ensuring that the disposal of
hazardous wastes to landfill is an action of last resort.
The bill introduces a new landfilllevy for prescribed
industrial wastes. The levy will be set at a rate of
$10 per tonne. This rate is significantly higher than the
landfilllevies paid at normal municipa11andfills and
reflects the hazardous nature of the wastes in question.
This new hazardous waste landfilllevy will send a
strong signal to Victorian industry that the government
is serious about reducing the long-term need for
hazardous waste landfills. Not only will the levy
represent a financial incentive for developing
innovative ways to reduce, reuse, recycle or treat
hazardous wastes, but the funds raised through the levy
will also enable a significant increase in the resources
invested into programs to:
work with industry to identify opportunities to
reduce the generation of hazardous wastes at their
source through cleaner production programs;
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work with industry to support opportunities for
treatment and reuse of hazardous wastes such as
contaminated soils or waste solvents (which can be
used as fuels); and
.
implement management programs for hazardous
wastes within the community. One of the first targets
will be a program to collect unwanted hazardous
chemicals from farms throughout Victoria and
ensure their safe disposal.
We should be looking for every opportunity to divert
hazardous wastes into productive uses. To this end, a
rebate on the hazardous waste landfilllevy will be
available where such wastes are recovered from a
landfill for reuse or reprocessing within three years of
their disposal to the landfill. These rebates will
reinforce the government's message that prescribed
industrial wastes should be viewed as a resource that
can be put to productive use.
Conclusion

The bill I have outlined for you today is a clear example
of this government's commitment to environment
protection in this state. The amendments focus on
establishing effective and sustainable programs for the
management of recyclable materials, and reducing the
future need for hazardous waste landfills in Victoria.
The bill ensures Victoria can meet its important
obligations to implement national environment
protection measures developed by the National
Environment Protection Council.
The bill will enable government to match industry
funding through a small and temporary increase in the
landfilllevy for municipallandfills. The temporary
increase will finance a joint industry-government
program of reform in recycling programs to ensure that
Victorians enjoy the long-term benefits of a sustainable
kerbside recycling system.
Amendments to the requirements for industry waste
reduction agreements will strengthen these agreements
and enable a more effective process to develop genuine
industry commitment to waste reduction and the
recovery, recycling and reuse of wastes.
Finally, the bill will deliver significant community
benefits through the introduction of a hazardous waste
landfilllevy. This levy will discourage the disposal of
hazardous wastes to landfills, raise additional funding
for EPA's programs to work with industry and the
community to minimise the generation of hazardous
wastes, maximise the reuse of hazardous waste which is

BARLEY MARKETING (AMENDMENT) BH..L

1206

ASSEMBLY

generated and, where necessary, ensure its safe
disposal.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms GARBUTI
(Bundoora).

Debate adjourned until Friday, 27 November.

BARLEY MARKETING (AMENDMENl)

BllL
Second reading

Mr COOPER (Minister for Transport) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Reform of grain marketing arrangements is one of the
key drivers of change in the grains industry. The
Victorian and South Australian governments last year
commissioned independent consultants to review the
barley marketing acts of Victoria and South Australia
under national competition policy (NCP) principles.
The key finding of the NCP review was that the
Australian Barley Board (ABB) was able to use its
marketing powers to extract price premiums on the
domestic market at a small net cost to the community.
On this basis, the consultants recommended that the
domestic markets for feed and maIting barley in
Victoria be formally deregulated, and that the ABB
retain its single desk for export barley sales for the
shortest practicable transition period
Since the reI~ of the NCP review report in
December 1997, the government has consulted
extensively with the South Australian government and
the grains industry on the outcome of the review and
the marketing arrangements which will best serve all
Victorian and South Australian barley growers in the
future.

Friday, l3 November 1998

commercial entity able to compete effectively and grow
as world trading arrangements are progressively
liberalised was considered essential.
The second objective was to protect the current value of
the ABB by providing an appropriate period of
transition to a fully deregulated market. The ABB is a
valuable entity which has an enviable reputation and
goodwill, and holds substantial grower assets.
A transition period is required to allow sufficient time
for the ABB's successor to:
develop business strategies;
establish a track record with its suppliers and
customers as a reliable marketer of quality barley;
develop an appropriate board and organisational
structure; and
make decisions to establish a sound capital base,
including commercial decisions on possible joint
ventures or mergers with other marketers in the best
interests of its grower shareholders.
The governments determined that a grower-owned
commercial company would be established by a
committee comprising representatives of the VFF, the
South Australian Farmers Federation, ABB, the
Victorian Department of Natural Resources and
Environment, and Primary Industries and Resources
South Australia to succeed the ABB.
The restructure committee, chaired by VFF
representative Mr Ron Bards, is to be highly
commended for its excellent work in developing and
gaining grower support for the structure of the
companies and in meeting the tight deadlines set by the
two governments.
Two grower-owned companies have now been
established to succeed the ABB: ABB Grain Ltd, which
will receive the non-barley assets and liabilities of the
ABB; and ABB Grain Export Ltd, which will receive
the existing stocks of pooled barley and be granted the
statutory marketing powers.

When the initial joint government response to the
review was announced at the Victorian Farmers
Federation (VFF) grains conference in March 1998, the
government signalled that the time was right to
embrace change and facilitate the development of more
commercially focused marketing arrangements. Two
key objectives were specified as being needed in future
marketing arrangements.

A-class shareholders will be current growers who will
elect the majority of the board.

The first objective was to achieve a fully commercial
approach to marketing through the early establishment
of a grower-owned commercial entity to take over the
marketing responsibilities of the ABB. A fully

The capital value of the company will be represented by
B-class shares which will be distributed to persons
according to their contribution to the general reserves of
theABB.

ABB Gnrin Ltd will be an incorporated company based
on the dual share class model.
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ABB Grain Export Ltd will be wholly owned by ABB
Grain Ltd and will be required by its constitution to
maximise export returns to growers.
The NCP review found that, at certain times, the ABB
was able to divert supply of barley from the domestic
market and raise domestic prices. During the transition
period this concern will be addressed by ensuring
transparency between the export and domestic markets
through the two company structure:
ABB Grain Export Ltd, with statutory marketing
powers, will operate the export pools;
ABB Grain Ltd will conduct domestic trading and
other functions;
ABB Grain Export Ltd, in order to maximise the
return to growers, will sell barley on the export
market or the domestic market, whichever price is
higher; and
trading rules for both companies will ensure that all
grain sales and grain swaps are transparent and
auditable.
It is the intention of the Victorian government that
statutory marketing arrangements will end on 30 June
200 1. However, prior to that date the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources will consult with the South
Australian minister and the barley industry generally in
managing the transition to a fully competitive market.
The ministers will also consult on the appropriateness
of continuing any statutory marketing arrangements in
the event of a merger, joint venture, acquisition or
substantial corporate restructuring involving one or
both of the successor companies and one or more other
commercial entities prior to 30 June 200 1.
I turn to the main provisions in the bill, which
completes the marketing reforms announced last
March.
The bill amends the Barley Marketing Act 1993 to:
deregulate the domestic barley market;
transfer the assets, liabilities and staff of the ABB to
the grower-owned successor companies;
confer on ABB Grain Export Ltd, for a short
transition period, marketing arrangements similar to
those currently held by the ABB; and
dissolve the ABB and the Barley Marketing
Consultative Committee.
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The bill makes provision for the total deregulation of
the domestic barley market These reforms apply to
barley harvested after 1 July 1998 and sold for
stockfeed purposes in Australia, and to barley produced
after 1 July 1999 and sold for malting and other
processing purposes in Australia
The bill confers on ABB Grain Export Ltd the single
export desk marketing arrangements until 30 June 2001
through minor amendments to the existing restrictions
on the sale, delivery, transport and purchase of barley
harvested in Victoria Barley retained by the grower for
use on farm, and barley which does not meet quality
standards, will continue to be exempted from the
marketing restrictions.
To provide other Victorian traders and farmer
cooperatives with an opportunity to develop and supply
niche markets overseas, trading and transport of barley
in bags and containers of capacity of up to 50 tonnes
will also be exempted from the marketing restrictions.
The exemption for bags and containers is subject to any
other requirements that may be prescribed in
regulations from time to time in relation to the quality,
quantity and description of barley packed in that
manner.
The export of barley by ABB Grain Export Ltd and
anything done by the company under the act in
connection with barley exports are specifically
authorised for the purposes of section 51 (1) of the
Trade Practices Act 1974 of the commonwealth and the
competition code to ensure that the legislated activities
of ABB Grain Export Ltd do not breach part IV of the
Trade Practices Act. This exception allows the ABB
group to prepare for complete deregulation and will
only apply until 30 June 2001.
The bill inserts a new part 12 in the act to transfer the
business of the ABB to the successor companies and
facilitate the transfer of shares to eligIble growers.
Provision is made that the property, rights and liabilities
of the ABB are transferred to ABB Grain Ltd and ABB
Grain Export Ltd on a date to be proclaimed or, if the
date is not proclaimed, on 30 June 1999.
The bill provides that, immediately before the date on
which the property of the ABB is transferred, A and
B-class shares in ABB Grain Ltd will be issued to the
ABB in consideration for the transfer to ABB Grain Ltd
and ABB Grain Export Ltd of the board's property. The
numbers of shares will be equal to the total number of
shares to which growers are entitled in accordance with
an arrangement determined by the Victorian and South
Australian ministers and published in the Government
Gazette. The A and B-class shares are then distributed
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to eligible growers and these growers become
shareholders of ABB Grain Ltd Following the
distribution of shares, the ABB is dissolved.
The bill provides for the repeal, on or before 30 June
1999, of various parts of the act dealing with the
establishment or operation of the ABB which are no
longer required after the ABB is dissolved. The bill
makes the two companies the successors in law of the
ABB through a number of provisions relating to
agreements and legal proceedings.
The bill provides that no stamp duty is chargeable in
respect of any act or transaction that needs to be carried
out by reason of the act. Provision is made for the
transfer of employees of the ABB to ABB Grain Ltd on
the basis that the employees' rights and entitlements are
preserved and that they are not entitled to receive any
payment or other benefit by reason only of having
ceased to be an employee of the board
The bill provides that ABB Grain Ltd must provide to
the minister and the South Australian minister a copy of
its annual report under Corporations Law together with
such additional information about the operations of the
company or ABB Grain Export Ltd as the ministers
require.
The government believes that the transfer of the ABB
business to the grower-owned company, and the
reforms contained in this bill, will enable the two new
companies to proactively position themselves in a new
business environment, as the grower-owned Vicgrain
Ltd has following the successful privatisation of the
Grain Elevators Board The new companies will have
greater freedom to pursue commercial and innovative
marketing arrangements. Growers will have a financial
investment which they can sell or borrow against, as
well as greater marketing choices. These reforms will
enable the industry to respond to a more competitive
and dynamic international market with greater
opportunities for domestic processors and barley
growers.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion ofMr HAMILTON
(MorweU).
Debate adjourned untH Friday, 27 November.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I desire to make a
personal explanation. During the debate on the
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill on
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21 October this year, I raised a question regarding
proper process for the reappointment of the director.
There was no intent to adversely affect the reputation of
the director. The bill primarily reconstituted the VCA
council. My remarks were intended to ensure that all
actions by the council were proper - as they must be!
I regret that any misinterpretation of my remarks could
have harmed the reputation of the director or to the
discharge of the director's responsibilities. That
certainly was not my intent.

GAMING ACfS (FURTHER AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 October; motion of
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport).

Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - Doesn't this bill and the
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill that was
passed yesterday absolutely sum up the priorities and
the philosophies of this government! Here we are, on
the last day of the sessional period before the Christmas
recess and we won't be back until February. The last
two days have really shown what the government is all
about.
Yesterday the house passed legislation that abolished
the rights of Aboriginal Victorians to native title and
now honourable members are debating a measure that
hands over a $73 million gift to the mates of the
government and the Premier at Crown Casino. That is
exactly what the bill is all about and that is what it does.
It is a bit like the film Groundhog Day - each time
Parliament sits honourable members continually pass
legislation that hands millions of dollars in gifts,
favours and concessions to the Premier's mates at the
casino.
When government backbenchers leave this place today
they will have to go to their electorates - we will
divide on this bill and the opposition will oppose itand explain to their constituents why hospital waiting
lists in their electorates are ever growing and why class
sizes in their electorates are ever increasing, yet they
were happy to support legislation that handed over a
$73 million gift to Ron Walker and Lloyd Williams at
Crown Casino. I expect they will find it very hard to
justify and that's why I urge all honourable members to
oppose this hideous piece of legislation.
Victorians are saying, 'Enough's enough, no more
favours, no more gifts, no more handouts, no more
concessions; the casino has to sink or swim on its own
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merits just like any other business in Victoria'. No other
businessmen in this state can get on the phone to the
Premier and say, 'Look, we're doing it tough, there's an
Asian crisis on, we want $73 million worth of favours,
gifts and handouts'. No-one can do that except the
federal treasurer of the Liberal Party and his sidekick
Lloyd Williams. It is just not good enough. Victorians
are saying, 'Enough's enough'.
The bill represents the most extraordinary use of the
parliamentary process to bestow a financial advantage
on the government's business mates that this
Parliament has ever seen. When the legislation to
amend the casino management agreement was passed
in 1995 the Treasurer said he was ratifying a second
agreement reached between Crown Casino and the
government of Victoria As part of that agreement the
state granted Crown Casino a $174 million gift in the
form of an increase in the number of gaming tables
from 200 to 350. The Auditor-General made it clear in
his report that the government undercharged Crown
Casino by $174 million.
In his second-reading speech on the Casino

Management Agreement (Further Amendment) Bill the
Treasurer states:
Crown is required to upgrade and extend the hotel, with a
second tower to be located on adjacent land

He was lauding the building of the tower when he said:
It is anticipated that these changes to the management
agreement will generate additional employment and facilitate
the operation of a world-class casino which will attract more
tourists to Melbomne.

We need only cast our minds back to the press release
issued by the offices of the Premier and the Minister for
Gaming on 28 May 1996 when the Crown Casino
announced it would build a new lyric theatre. The press
release quotes the Premier as having said:
This exciting new facility will build upon the government's
dynamic vision for the arts in Victoria ...
It will add a new dimension to Melbomne's reputation as
Australia's theatre capital.

The press release later states:
Mr Kennett said with the addition of the new lyric theatre to
Melbourne's theatre infrastructure, it will be possible to have
three or four major shows running concurrently as with other
major theatrical centres around the world
It will also provide a major focus for increased cultural
tourism which wiU bring fmther economic benefits for
Victoria
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Then his sidekick in the other place, the Honourable
Roger Hallam, made this statement:
... the government would institute strict measures to ensure
the lyric theatre is completed by 30 November 1999. The
completion date of the complex's second hotel tower was
now linked with the completion of the lyric theatre.

He went on to say:
... if Crown fails to complete either project by that date, it will
pay $50 000 per day to the state until both are completed

He then said:
The changes would enhance the area's amenity and the
complex's appearance.

What a joke! Here they are lauding the great benefits
that the second hotel tower and the lyric theatre will
encompass for Melbourne, and making it quite clear
that if the theatre and second hotel tower are not built
on time severe penalties will be imposed; but of course
when Lloyd and Ron come running and ask the Premier
and the Minister for Gaming to jump, they simply want
to know how high.
On 28 May 1996 when talking about the lyric theatre in
this place the Premier said:
It has always been my hope that we would be able to build a
purpose-built lyric theatre of about 1800 seats in this city in
the same way that many of these theatres are now being
specifically built around the world, particularly in Europe, for
some of the leading producers of this type of musical
activity ...

The decision by Crown this morning, as announced to the
stock exchange at 9.30 am., that it intends to build an
1800-seat lyric theatre as part of the entel13inrnent facility at
the new casino is good news for Melbourne and will ensure
that potentially we can offer not only one but maybe two or
three major productions in this city for Victorians and also as
a drawcard for visitors to Victoria.
The theatre will be built by Crown and will be completed, I
hope, by November 1999. It will be another asset for this state
and will be a very important ingredient in providing
employment for those directly involved in the arts, and those
indirectly associated with the arts. It will also be another fillip
for the hospitality industry.
We are pleased the announcement has been made. We trust
the theatre will be built without a hitch and ultimately provide
for this community further choices in the arts and
entertainment area.

'Trust that it will be built without a hitch' - it ain't
going to be built at all! Let's not kid ourselves; this bill
we are now passing to waive the $73 million in fines
for the failure of Crown Casino - ofLloyd Williams
and Ron Walker - to have the second hotel tower and
lyric theatre built by 1999, and to extend that deadline
by four years, is an absolute nonsense. Mr Williams
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knows, Mr Walker knows and the Premier, Mr Kennett,
knows that the lyric theatre will not be built and indeed
the second hotel tower will not be built
We will be back before this Parliament, like
Groundhog Day, and we will be passing more
legislation in the not-too--distant future to waive these
fines altogether. It is interesting to note that the Premier
has changed his tune in relation to the lyric theatre and
the second hotel tower and he changed his tune only
when his mates changed theirs and decided that they
could not afford to build the second hotel tower or the
lyric theatre.

In this place on 17 February this year the Premier said:
There has been substantial public pressure and public
comment about there not being a need for another theatre in
Melbourne, given that many of our theatres are not full; and if
we were to have another theatre it would mean that some of
those traditional theatres would not be occupied.

Suddenly he's changed his tune - 'The theatre will be
a great thing for Melbourne, a great boon for
employment and tourism'. But when Lloyd and Ron
come running they decide it is not in their financial
interests to build the second hotel tower or the theatre,
the Premier then changes his tune. He actually sings to
the tune ofRon and Lloyd.
The Attorney-General in her second-reading speech
clearly spelt out the contractual liabilities of Crown if it
fails to build a second hotel tower or the lyric theatre by
the proposed date.
On 4 June 1996 the Attorney-General said:
A penalty of$50 {)()() a day will apply to Crown if the lyric
theatre and the previously approved southern hotel tower and
podium are not constructed by 30 November 1999. This
penalty is equivalent to the penalty for late completion of the
casino gaming area. The deed also makes miscellaneous
changes in relation to design changes affecting the southern
hotel tower and podimn, and the Whiternan Street car park
building.

The reason the fines were applicable was that they were
conditions of the licence, as was the original
construction of the casino itself. They were imposed
because under the agreement variations Crown was
obtaining large windfalls through an increased number
of tables and tax concessions while it was promising to
build the second hotel tower and lyric theatre as its
contribution to Melbourne's cultural assets. Crown, of
course, reaped the benefits of the extra tables and it was
clear that this windfall was in exchange for Crown's
contnbution to Melbourne through the second hotel
tower and the building of the lyric theatre.
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It was a quid pro quo. Crown received all these
benefits, including more gaming tables and huge
windfall concessions as a result of that, and it had an
obligation to fulfil, which was to build the second hotel
tower and the lyric theatre on time, and if it did not
fulfil that obligation it had to pay Victorians $50 000 a
day.

The state government has lived up to its side of the
bargain and is more than happy to do so, giving Crown
the concessions, the extra tables and the $174 million
worth of concessions, but it has also waived the side of
the bargain that Crown Casino was supposed to fulfil.
The Minister for Gaming was absolutely clear about
how this provision would operate because it was a
condition of the licence. He stated specifically in the
other place on 17 February this year that he was happy
to put on the record the $50 000 a day fine. He said:
The fine will be applied ... given that it is a condition of the
licence that was part of the legislation passed by this house. If
there is to be any change in the licence conditions it requires
the concurrence of Parliament On that basis I can give the
honourable member who $ked the question about it precisely
the assurance he is seeking: the letter of the law will be
applied as he would expect it to be.

What a joke! The Minister for Gaming clearly put his
own reputation on the line when he stated that the
government would enforce its contractual rights and
agreement under the contract in the interests of all
Victorians. Instead, the government has determined that
it will waive the contractual rights of the people of
Victoria so it can deliver a further $73 million gift to a
company operated by the Premier's mates - indeed,
operated by the federal treasurer of the Liberal Party.
Victorians are disgusted with the continual granting of
favours to Ron Walker and Lloyd Williams by this
government at the expense of hospitals and schools.
The Premier of this state is again happy to pass
legislation to assist his mates at the expense of all
Victorians. He has continually acted as a de facto
director of Crown Casino, handing out large gifts and
promoting the casino at every opportunity. He told
Victorians that Crown Casino was the spirit of Victoria
At the opening of the casino the Premier said that this
was the new vision of Victoria Today what he is telling
us is that that spirit has to be taxpayer funded. That is
what the legislation is all about. The new spirit of
Victoria has already been granted a $174 million
taxpayer-funded gift, and we are about to pass
legislation giving that new spirit of Victoria yet another
$73 million kick along.
The fact that it has to be continually propped up by
Victorian taxpayers should be of grave concern to us
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all. Every other business in the state has to sink or swim
on its own merits. They cannot rely on favours from the
Premier or the government, However, this casino
continually gets favours. Its owners are able to get on
the phone and call on the Premier to hand out millions
of taxpayer funds.
In the past 12 months Victoria has recorded the highest
growth in bankruptcies of any state. Do small
businesses and individuals get their contractual
obligations waived by the Premier? No, they collapse
while Crown Casino is continually protected. The
reason one business gets this special treatment from the
government is that of the Premier's close personal
relationship with the owners of Crown Casino. Over the
past six years every time Lloyd Williams and Ron
Walker asketh, they receiveth. It is as simple as that they ask and they receive!
When they asked for the casino licence they got the
inside running. The casino tender process was tainted.
Despite what the Premier has said in this house,
government ministers did receive financial information
about the bids. Despite what ministers have said, they
had knowledge of the bids. That has been revealed at
the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal in the
past couple of weeks. Quite simply, favourable
treatment was given to Crown Casino.
While on the subject of favourable treatment, I
understand that today, after the Leader of the
Opposition gave an interview to Neil Mitchell on 3AW,
Ron Walker rang up Neil Mitchell's program and said
he never passed on any information about the bids to
the Premier. Does he think we are silly? Does he think
that had to occur for favourable treatment to be given?
He has already admitted that he personally knew that
the grand prix was coming to Melbourne and the
benefits the grand prix would have for Melbourne,
whereas the other bidder did not know that That alone
means that Crown Casino had inside running.
It is hard to believe Mr Walker when he was quoted on
conflict of interest as saying, 'Anyone who accuses me
of conflict of interest can go to hell'. It is hard to take
seriously any person with that philosophy about conflict
of interest when he says he had no conversations with
any minister or the Premier during the casino tender
process. The Premier is on the record as saying he met
Ron Walker at Mr Walker's beach house at Portsea
during the tender process. It raises grave concerns about
exactly what occurred. Only when all documents are
released about the matter can Victorians be assured that
they have the full facts about the tender process.
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Other favours have been done for the casino. When
Lloyd and Ron asked for the expansion of the number
of hotel rooms at the casino from 360 to 1000 they got
the cabinet go-ahead in June 1994. When they asked to
be the only casino, the Premier outlawed the word for
any other business in this case. When the other bidder
complained to the Premier that it believed the tender
process was tainted, the Premier told it to go away and
said it was a sore loser. When Crown asked for more
tables at the temporary casino so it could fund the cost
blow-out in the permanent casino budget, the Premier
increased the number of tables at the temporary casino
from 130 to 189 without any additional licence fee.
When Crown wanted more tables at the permanent
casino, the Premier went on radio in July 1995 and
called for more tables at the casino. When Crown
officially requested more tables the Premier delivered
on his promise and gave it 150 more tables at a discount
price. The Auditor-General found the discount price
was such that Crown Casino was undercharged to the
tune of$174 million.
When Crown asked for the high-roller tax to be cut, the
Parliament handed over a 10 per cent sliding tax scale,
a massive cut to the casino tax rate in 1995. When
advertisements warning of the dangers of gambling
were presented to the government, the government
axed them because they were too anti-gambling and too
anti-casino. After the investigation into Hudson
Conway began and the horses were worried about
Mr Williams' s future because of a fraud squad
investigation, Parliament amended the Casino Control
Act to ensure that if one director of the casino got
himself or herself into trouble legally, the rest of the
casino licence could be handed over to the other
director. The previous legislation made it clear that if
one director got into trouble legally the whole casino
licence had to be put up for grabs. But no, the
government changed the legislation.
When in August 1996 the federal government
announced plans to impose a withholding tax on
commissions to casino high rollers, it was the Premier
who came out attacking the proposal. When the
commonwealth government announced that it might
consider allowing casinos to be set up on federal
government properties, including airports such as
Melbourne Airport, the Premier went troppo and
slammed the federal government over its plan. Of
course, when Crown's share price tumbled and major
investors fled the company, government agencies
remained shareholders and were more than happy to
invest As a result they incurred a loss of about
$45 million.
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The government with this legislation wants to deal out
special treatment for its special friends to the tune of
$73 million. Victorians are sick of it The only people
who believe that Crown Casino deserves $73 million
more than our schools and our hospitals are government
members, including the Premier and the Treasurer, and
Mr Ron Walker and Mr Lloyd WiUiams.
I turn to examine what a number of opinion leaders
have said about Crown Casino and the $73-million gift
that the Parliament, if it does not reject the legislation,
is about to hand over to the casino. An editorial in the
Age of 4 July states:
Crown Casino has quite a successful record of getting what it
wants from Spring Street. And when state cabinet meets on
Monday, it's a pretty safe bet that Crown's chairman,
Mr LJoyd Williams, will once again get a decent handout
from the Kennett government A $73-million handout ...
If cabinet approves the recommendation, it will mark the
second capitulation to Crown, the second change to its
contract, by state authorities in as many months. Crown
would get financial relief-and Victorian taxpayers would
miss out on $73 million that, among other things, could have
funded more teachers in Victorian schools or more beds for
hospitals.

On the same matter the Australian Financial Review, a
very respected journal, of 18 February states:
Australia has learnt much in recent months from East Asia
about the dangers of crony capitalism and the moral hazards
of governments underwriting private-sector debts. But it is not
clear that East Asia's lessons are being heeded in Victoria
The question that needs to be asked and answered is this:
what difference in principle is there between the sort of
government succour being floated by the Premier, Mr Jeff
Kennett, to the private owners of Melbourne's Crown Casino
and the sort of favours granted by President Suharto to his
family and cronies?

They are very strong words by the Australian Financial
Review. The article continues:
The lesson of East Asia's crisis is that the Victorian
goverrunent should not give a hoot about the fortunes and
misfortunes of investors in Crown Casino - that's gambling,
that's capitalism. Certainly, the government should not go
about relaxing licence requirements or tax rates to underpin
the value of their investment

That is absolutely true.
In the Australian Financial Review of2 July Ivor Ries
made the following comment:
Melbourne's casino kings, LJoyd Williams and Ron Walker,
hit the jackpot in the political economy stakes again
yesterday, raking in a $73-million windfall thanks to their old
mate, Victorian Premier JeffKennett ...
And out in the suburbs ofMelboume, hundreds of small
companies that faithfully pay their Liberal Party dues each
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year are suffering from a collapse of exports to Asia and a
flood of Asian imports at distressed prices.
But is Jackpot Jeff offering the small-business battlers a
four-year holiday from state fees? No way, Jose!
As you can see, the only people who really deserve our
sympathy for the impact of the Asian crisis are those two
strugglers Lloyd WilIiams and Ron Walker.

Toilers both, Lloyd and Ron are the glue that hold together
Victoria's social fabric. That, at least, would appear to be the
main assumption that \D1derlies this example oflargesse at the
taxpayer's expense.

Strong words indeed in the Australian Financial
Review, but appropriate.
AIan Kohler from the 7.30 Report stated in an editorial
in the Weekend Australian of21 February:
With Lloyd Williams bunkered down in the Crown Casino
and Premier JeffKennett suddenly affecting the gangster
look - dark shirts, shiny ties - Melbourne is scandalised by
the unfolding Crown tragedy.
First Williams admits to being taken to the cleaners by big
gamblers and now he is pleading for help from the newly
resplendent Premier, looking for all the world like the
Godfather he is being asked to be.
The impression gained is that the casino's very survival is in
the hands ofKennett - he is talking solemnly about the jobs
at stake as he massages public opinion towards accepting a
state government bailout ofWilliams' palace ...
So there is absolutely no reason for the Victorian government
not to hold Crown to the conditions of its licence, and to at
least require some form of stiff penalty for not building the
hotel. if not quite $50 000 a day forever as the licence
requires.

The image of Victoria being presented to the world's
financial community by editorials and opinion articles
appearing in the major financial newspapers of the
country is of a bloke in dark suits acting like a
Godfather, handing out tens of millions of dollars to a
single company headed up by the federal treasurer of
the Liberal Party! That is a great investment message to
be sending to the rest of the world: 'Come to the
Godfather and he will give you millions and millions of
dollars'! The Godfather is JeffKennett, and the bill he
has introduced will give a $73-million gift to Lloyd
Williams, Ron Walker and their company, Hudson
Conway.
It is essential that the government examine the
corporate structure of the recipients of the $73-million
gift. It is not as though a squeaky clean or good
Samaritan company will receive the gift, or the Little
Sisters of the Poor - it is the two Big Brothers of the
Rich who will receive it!

GAMING ACfS (FURTHER AMENDMENI) BILL

Friday, 13 November 1998

ASSEMBLY

Hudson Conway was subjected to a three-year review
by the Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority. Last
year the authority handed down its report stating that
Hudson Conway was an appropriate company to
continue to run the casino. It raised a couple of issues
that it was not able to delve into. At page 15 of its
report, the authority refers to:
... allegations in the Supreme Court of Victoria of criminal
conduct by Gleem Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Hudson Conway,
concerning the proposed construction of the Capital Plaza
project for the Gas and Fuel Corporation

The authority obviously could not take that into account
because the matter was being investigated by the police.
Nor could it take into account allegations made in
Federal Court of Australia proceedings relating to the
sale of a Coles Myer building in Carlton involving
Amadio Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of Hudson Conway, and
other parties.
Those matters could not be taken into account by the
Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority when deciding
whether Hudson Conway - a company about to
receive a $73-million gift from the government - was
a fit and proper company to run the casino. The
government should not even be contemplating handing
over a $73-million gift to the company until those
matters have been resolved. It would be totally
inappropriate for Parliament to pass a bill that will hand
over $73 million in waived fines - Victorian
taxpayers' money that could be going into our hospitals
and schools - until a number oflegal matters relating
to Hudson Conway have been resolved.
The judgment of the Federal Court in the Amadio case
was that in June 1990 Hudson Conway was involved in
misleading investors into financing a property deal on
the purchase of a Coles Myer building. The Federal
Court judge said:
They (Hudson Conway) are liable for the use by Gray and
Winter-

the fInn of solicitors of the Richard ElIis -

an estate agent letter of 31 May 1990 ... The letter contained an opinion by
Mr Chiminello, a director of Richard Ellis, that the value of
the Coles Myer building on a cash sale was $14.8 million. I
find that opinion was, to the knowledge of Hudson Conway
and Richard Ellis, not held honestly or on reasonable grounds.
Hudson Conway and Richard ElIis are liable for damages for
misleading and deceptive conduct to the applicants ... who
relied on the contents of that letter.
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That is a serious finding for a Federal Court judge to
make. The decision was appealed against to the Full
Court of the Federal Court, which upheld the decision. I
have written to the Victorian Casino and Gaming
Authority directing its attention to that decision, and
have received information from the authority that it is
revisiting the matter, as is appropriate. It would be
immoral, obscene and wrong for the government to
hand out a $73-million gift to Hudson Conway until the
authority finalises its conclusions about the serious
findings of the Federal Court that the company has been
involved in misleading and deceptive conduct. What
other Parliament - apart from Joh Bjelke-Petersen's
old government in Queensland - would even consider
handing a $73-million gift to a company found by the
Federal Court to be involved in deceptive and
misleading conduct?
Mr Phillips inteIjected.
Mr HULLS - It is very interesting to note the
inteIjection of a person who I hope will not be speaking
on the bill, because he has substantial shareholdings in
Crown Casino. It would be inappropriate for the
member for Eltham even to contemplate speaking on
the bill when he is the owner of a family company that
tried to mask Crown Casino shares. We will wait and
see ifhe makes a contnbution to the debate.
The people targeted by the Amadio scheme were
generally farmers and small business people in rural
Victoria The judge found that there had been an
overvaluing of property in order to lure small business
people and farmers into purchasing it.
A whole range of articles appeared at the time, such as
the one entitled 'How these battlers from the bush took
on Lloyd Williams ... and won'. It is a pity the Premier
is not like these battlers from the bush; it is a pity the
Premier does not take on Lloyd Williams and win. The
Premier is too scared to take on Lloyd Williams
because Lloyd Williams is associated with Ron Walker,
and the Premier's career is dependent on Ron Walker
and his fundraising efforts as the federal treasurer of the
Liberal Party.
MrPhillipsinteIjected.
Mr HULLS - It is interesting to note the
inteIjection from the honourable member for Eltham,
who says, 'Hear, hear!', and 'A good treasurer, too'.
The fact is, Ronnie Walker ain't going to save the
honourable member for Eltham. The honourable
member might suck up to him by buying his shares in
an attempt to prop up his company, but I can tell the
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honourable member that Mr Ron Walker will not save
him.
The Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority made a
decision to ignore the findings of the full court until that
appeal was finally heard On Tuesday, 14 July of this
year the full Federal Court of Australia upheld the 1995
decision against Hudson Conway. In the judgment
Justices Northrop, Ryan and Merkel stated:

Gleem and Hudson Conway would have been
approximately $14 200 000;
(b) the conduct ofGleem and Hudson Conway's summarised
in paragraph (a) above constituted an attempt to obtain a
financial advantage by deceiving SECV as to the extra cost
of the additional components in contravention of sections
321M and 82 of the Crimes Act 1958;

(c)

Gleem and Hudson Conway failed to obtain competitive
tenders for the construction management of SECV' s fit-out
and took the benefit of 'fat' in the prices tendered by
Baulderstone and Multiplex by way of a reduction in the
price offered by each ofthern for the construction of the
building;

(d)

the conduct of Gleem and Hudson Conway's summarised
in paragraph (c) above constituted an attempt to obtain a
financial advantage by deceiving SECV as to a true or

In these circumstances, His Honour's findings amply support
a conclusion that Hudson Conway and Amadio were persons
involved in the contravention of section 52 -

in other words, the misleading and deceptive conduct
provisions of the Trade Practices Actby Richard Ellis.

The Full Court of the Federal Court of Australia upheld
a finding by a Federal Court judge that there was
evidence that Hudson Conway was guilty of misleading
and deceptive conduct in relation to a major property
transaction. The authority, as I understand it, reopened
checks in relation to Hudson Conway as a result of this
matter, and it would be outrageous for this Parliament
to pass legislation handing over a gift to a company in
such circumstances.
What else has Hudson Conway been involved in? It is
known that there are and have been for quite some time
fiaud investigations into Hudson Conway. Until these
investigations have been completed it is inappropriate
for the government to hand out a $73-million gift to a
company that is under investigation for fraud One has
only to cast one's mind back to the nature of the
allegations to realise that. An affidavit was filed by
Mr Delkousis in relation to an action by Gleem Pty Ltd
against the State Electricity Commission of Victoria
and the state of Victoria The affidavit, dated
25 September 1995, relates to a civil action between a
subsidiary of Hudson Conway, Gleem Pty Ltd, and the
state of Victoria Gleem believed it had appropriate
grounds to sue the state of Victoria
The affidavit refers to a number of serious matters
currently being investigated by the police. I do not
know the veracity of the allegations set out in the
affidavit, but they are very serious. Until the allegations
are cleared up the house should not be passing
legislation to hand over a gift to a company that is
under investigation by the fraud squad
The affidavit states that:
(a) Gleem and Hudson Conway intended to recover from
SECV the agreed additional component price of
$20506 743 in circumstances where the actual costs to
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proper price for the construction management of SECV' s
fit-out in contravention of section 321M and 82 of the
Crimes Act

The affidavit goes on to cite very serious allegations in
relation to Hudson Conway quoting a price to the state
government in the full knowledge that it was
overquoting that price to the tune of $6 million.
The allegations are very serious in that Hudson
Conway, the company of which Lloyd Williams and
Ron Walker are directors, was involved in a $6-million
fiaud against the SECY. That matter is set out in an
affidavit and is being investigated by the fiaud squad
Until that matter has been finalised it would be
inappropriate for a $73-million gift to be handed out to
the Premier's mates at the casino.
It is important for the house to know the character and
probity of those associated with the company, Hudson
Conway, before the government decides to hand out a
$73-million gift to the likes ofRon Walker and Lloyd
Williams. We need only remind ourselves of what
former justice Mr Xavier Connor, QC, a person of high
repute and, I am sure, highly regarded by all members
of the house, had to say about Mr Williams in an article
that appeared in the Good Weekend magazine in the
Age of 12 April 1997. Mr Connor stated:
Williams has admitted he knew of [the payments to Norm
Gal1agherJ -

he was referring to the BLF royal commission and called it 'excellent public relations'. 'It was a criminal

offence,' says Connor. 'The Winneke report demonstrates
very clearly that, when it suited Mr Williams to do so, he
resorted to dishonesty and corruption. What we have done in
Victoria is put someone who has been shown to have paid
secret and illegal commissions in charge of a casino'.

They are very serious allegations of corruption that
have been made not by me but by former Justice Xavier
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Connor. The allegations have not been made in this
house; they have been made outside the house and
printed in the Age newspaper. It is a serious allegation
that when Mr Williams decides to do so, when it suits
him, he resorts to dishonesty and corruption. 'We have
put a corrupt person in charge of the casino', says
Mr Xavier Connor, QC.
Guess what? Mr Connor did not get a writ; he was not
sued by Lloyd Williams. I wonder why that was? We
know in this state that truth is a defence to
defamation. Mr Williams must answer a whole range of
questions about the very serious allegation made
against him by Mr Connor.
If we cast our minds back to the BLF royal commission
we can recall what Mr Connor was referring to. As a
result of the BLF royal commission a number of people
such as George Herscu were charged. A company
called Dominion Properties, headed by Lloyd Williams,
was also charged with handing over bribes to Mr Norm
Gallagher and convicted. Ibat is what Mr Connor was
referring to.
I turn to the transcript of the proceedings of the BLF
royal commission. Mr Williams's evidence concerning
the bribes was given in camera Whether or not he was
going to take the same line as Mr Alter, who said they
knew about the favours but were not involved in this
personally, Lloyd Williams is quoted on page 1025 as
saying:
I am the person who authorised it

He was not passing the buck to anybody. Then he said:
It happens that Mr Gregson was the person who implemented
it I am not sort of absolving myself as you are telling me
Mr Herscu and Mr Alter seem to have done. I am the person
who did it

It could not be clearer. Ibat is exactly what Mr Justice
Xavier Connor was referring to - on another occasion
during the BLF royal commission Lloyd Williams
made it clear he was the person involved in the bribes
paid to Norm Gallagher.
Again, I ask all honourable members to consider
seriously what we are doing by passing the bill: we are
handing over a $73-million gift to Ron Walker, the
federal treasurer of the Liberal Party, and to Mr Lloyd
Williams who has been described by Mr Xavier
Connor, who is an honourable man, as corrupt; as
somebody who, when it suits him, will resort to
dishonesty and corruption. I ask all honourable
members to consider that very seriously because they
will have to go back to their electorates and explain
why they approved such a $73-million gift.
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Inquiries are also under way about the Amadio matter,
where again the Federal Court made it very clear that
Hudson Conway was involved in deceptive conduct.
Members must also bear in mind the investigation by
the fraud squad into Gleem Pty Ltd and accusations of
fraud by Hudson Conway. The government cannot
hand over a gift of $73 million while such matters are
still under investigation.
One other matter that ought to be investigated, or at
least explained by Mr Lloyd Williams, prior to the
government passing the legislation is that in 1982
Mr Williams was involved in Hudson Conway and a
number of subsidiaries of Hudson Conway, one of
which was a company called Davidson Hughes
Developments Pty Ltd. Along with Mr Williams's own
business, Lloyd Williams and Co., that company was
involved in property development. In his summing up,
the royal commissioner expressed concern about being
able to track where bribe moneys for Norm Gallagher
came from. At page 62 of the transcript of the BLF
royal commission he states:
This provides a rather typical example of the difficulties
which have been encountered dw-ing the course of this

inquiry in pinpointing the nature and cost of the work done by
subcontractors for tmion officials.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArtbur)Order! I have been listening carefully to the honourable
member. While I accept that he is entitled to mention a
range of issues in the points he is making perhaps he
should simply mention them and not debate in detail a
royal commission that is well into the history books by
this stage.
Mr HULLS - Certainly I take your point,
Mr Acting Speaker. The point I wanted to make was
that back in 1982 the commission had difficulty in
tracking payments because of the amount of false
billing whereby work was done on a particular property
but the accounts were shuffled over to another property.
That was done in an attempt to hide the exact work
carried out on a particular property and where the
money to pay for it was coming from.

I raise the matter because I am asking all members to
consider seriously whether they will agree to handing
over a $73-million gift to a company and individuals
about whom there are still many unanswered questions
on a range of issues and over whom a huge cloud is still
hanging.
Recently a document was sent to me about an alleged
development at 16-24 Flinders Street, Melbourne.
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Mr Ryan - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, and to take up the point you have just made, I
have sat here for the past 50 minutes listening to the
honourable member visit various aspects of what he
seems to think important. The reality is that he has
barely addressed the bill. The issue he now wants to
raise has nothing do with it. I ask you, Mr Acting
Speaker, to bring him back to the bill.
Mr HULLS - On the point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, the issues I raise are absolutely crucial to the
bill because the bill is all about waiving fines of
$50 000 on Crown Casino. I am arguing that the house
should not pass the bill until everyone understands
absolutely the nature of the company to which the
government is proposing to hand a $73-million gift. I
suggest that I am absolutely entitled to make Victorians
aware of the inquiries that are taking place into this
company before any measure is passed that would hand
a $73-million gift to it. As I said, that is what the bill is
about.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur)Order! The honourable member for Niddrie is entitled
to make a point about why the house should consider
those issues but he has been doing so at some length
now and be has gone into some detail with a range of
examples. I suggest that the point has been well made
and that there are other aspects of the bill about which it
might be instructive for us to hear. I suggest that while
he continues to speak the honourable member for
Niddrie remember that he has made this point and
move on.
Mr HULLS - The only aspect of the bill that I
intend to concentrate on is the $73-million gift. Other
aspects are inconsequential when compared with the
main import of the legislation, which is handing over a
$73-million gift to Hudson Conway, Lloyd Williams
and Ron Walker. In that regard, an account for
16-24 Flinders Street for airconditioning work carried
out by a company called Simpson Kotzman has been
handed to me. The account for $1200 is for work
allegedly done back in 1982 for Lloyd Williams and
Co. On contacting Simpson Kotzman one is told that
Lloyd Williams and Co. did not have any work done on
the property in Flinders Street. It appears that the
property in Flinders Street was a vacant block of land
being developed by Hudson Conway. The point is that
the document has been altered. This is an account to
Lloyd Williams for work allegedly done at
16-24 Flinders Street. Someone has doctored the
account to make it look as if it is a Hudson Conway
property.
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Very serious questions need to be answered by
Mr Williams as to why an account from a company
called Simpson Kotzman, consulting engineers, for
work allegedly done on 16-24 Flinders Street,
Melbourne has been doctored. Simpson Kotzman never
supplied airconditioning at 16-24 Flinders Street,
Melbourne - because at the time it was a vacant block.
Someone has doctored the account to make it look as
though it was a Hudson Conway development, and then
Hudson Conway, not Lloyd Williams and Co., has paid
the Simpson Kotzman bill. Without further explanation,
the only conclusion that can be drawn is that someone
at Lloyd Williams and Co was actually stealing money
from Hudson Conway and pretending that Hudson
Conway was undertaking the development when it was
Lloyd Williams and Co. Lloyd Williams should
provide an explanation for those circurnstances before
the state considers handing over a further $73 -million
gift to Crown Casino.
Material is sent to me anonymously on a regular basis. I
do not know who doctored the Simpson Kotzman
account but I know it has been doctored. I contacted
Simpson Kotzman and the company examined the
project number on its account and made it clear to me it
never did any work on 16-24 Flinders Street,
Melbourne. I understand the account refers to a private
development of Lloyd Williams in Walsh Street, South
Yarra. The document has been doctored. Somebody has
committed a fraud, which means that this house cannot
hand over a $73-million gift to Lloyd Williams until a
full explanation is given about the account and how it
was that a Hudson Conway company appears to have
paid the account when the work was done for a Lloyd
Williams company.
I seek from Mr Williams an explanation about this
matter and I urge honourable members not to pass the
legislation until the matter has been cleared up. The
Amadio matter also should be cleared up before the
government hands over $73 million. The Federal Court
has said that Hudson Conway has been involved in
misleading and deceptive conduct. The government
cannot hand over $73 million until the allegations of
fraud against Hudson Conway have been fully
investigated by the federal police.
The government cannot hand over the $73-million gift
until Lloyd Williams gives a full explanation of the
serious accusation made by Mr Xavier Connor, when
he described Lloyd Williams as corrupt. A full
explanation should be made before the government
contemplates handing over this gift. Finally, a full
explanation has to be given by Lloyd Williams about
the Simpson Kotzman $1200 account for work
allegedly done on 16-24 Flinders Street. As I said
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earlier, the account has been doctored Simpson
Kotzman conftrmed that Lloyd Williams and Co. did
not carry out the work.
Full explanations must be given before the government
hands over $73 million to Lloyd and Ron. It would be
obscene to give them a gift until these matters have
been finalised and fully investigated. I advise
government members that if they approve the
$73-million handout, gift, favour or concession, call it
what you like, to Lloyd and Ron at a time when certain
matters are still under investigation and unexplained,
they will have to explain to their constituents why they
have favoured Lloyd and Ron instead of the schools
and hospitals in their electorates. The opposition will
not let them forget what they are doing by passing this
legislation.
Lloyd Williams and his associated companies are under
investigation. Explanations have to be given. The
$73-million gift should not be made in any event, but it
certainly should not be passed on when matters are yet
to be finalised. That is why the opposition vehemently
opposes the legislation.

Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I have pleasure in
joining the debate on the Gaming Acts (Further
Amendment) Bill. I am aware that time is at a premium,
so my comments will relate to the bill, unlike the
comments that we have just heard from the honourable
member for Niddrie over the past hour. On behalf of the
opposition I want to announce a policy, because it does
not have any policies, let alone anyone to announce a
policy. I thought I should take this opportunity to do
that in anticipation of an election during the next 12 to
18 months.
The policy I would like to announce on behalf of the
opposition is that it intends to abolish, destroy and gut
the Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority. The Labor
Party intends to destroy the watchdog that the then
Labor government installed in its 1991 legislation to
ensure there would be a demarcation line between the
casino operators on the one hand and the government of
the day on the other. The opposition will destroy the
watchdog in one of two ways: it will either abolish it by
legislation in the unfortunate and unlikely event that it
ever sits on the right hand of the Speaker and is the
government of the state or, alternatively, it will do what
it is by implication urging the government to do,
although it has not actually been said today - ignore
the recommendations made to the government by the
Casino and Gaming Authority.
That is the core of the issue. In the opposition's
desperate anxiety to get at Lloyd Williams,
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Ron Walker, the Kennett government and those who
are part of it, it has completely blurred the line between
the legislative structure recommended by Mr Xavier
Connor and the central plank of the legislation it
introduced in 1991. The Labor Party was prepared to
adhere to that system when in government and initially
applauded the gaming authority's application of that
process, bearing in mind the authority's officers were
its appointees. Unfortunately, over the years Labor has
gradually grown disenchanted with them. That has
happened because the work of the authority no longer
serves the political purposes that the Labor Party
originally had in mind The work of the authority and
the recommendations it makes no longer suit the
policies that the Labor Party now wants to pursue. That
is why we have this nonsense trotted out today about
the way the government is supposedly doing this or
that
The honourable member for Niddrie did not mention
once that the government - once again, as it has
consistently done - has accepted the recommendations
made to it by the authority. That has happened in
circumstances where the sensible and well-designed
legislative structure that a former Labor government put
in place has been accepted by the government. That is
at the core of what the opposition wants to do. I would
take the issue further if time allowed, but in the
circumstances I will not do so.
I repeat: I have the greatest pleasure in announcing on
behalf of the Labor Party at least one policy that it can
use during the election campaign over the next 12 or
18 months. The honourable member for Niddrie refers
to the reaction of the people of Victoria about this issue.
I will be interested to see what happens when this mob
is advocating getting its hands on the till without having
to worry about the independent statutory authority,
which thankfully is the safeguard between the casino
operators and the government.
In the course of one of the many disparaging comments
that the honourable member for Niddrie made, he said
there was no other issue of relevance in terms of the bill
and that the other provisions were inconsequential. That
is a dreadful statement to make regarding the industry
representation affected by the legislation. I refer
particularly in the brief time available to me to the
amendments to the Gaming Machine Control Act.

I refer to those amendments particularly from that
aspect of industIy to do with gaming machines in
hotels. The changes to be made are imperative; I will
not run through them in detail, but I will refer briefly to
several.
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The amendment to the Gaming Machine Control Act
will clarify that an application will be able to be made
for a venue premises approval in respect of which a
conditional liquor licence is in force. That means all the
processes involved with making an application can be
undertaken before the final liquor licence comes into
force. The industIy was concerned about that problem
and has been keenly interested in having that
amendment made.

Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport) - I note the
comments of the honourable member for Niddrie and I
thank the honourable member for Gippsland South for
his contribution. The bill contains 40 clauses, yet the
honourable member for Niddrie brushed past about four
of them in his vicious attack on people running the
casino. I thought it was probably as bad a speech as I
have had to listen to in this place. The Master of Smear
was at his best!

The bill streamlines the methodology whereby the
VCGA can consider the venue operators' licences. At
the moment the quorum required for the process is five;
the legislation is to be amended so that three will form a
quorum. That will have a streamlining effect on the
way the legislation operates.

Having said that, I thank the honourable member for
Gippsland South for at least talking about the bill,
which does many things and will be of great value to
the gaming industry, and Victoria in general.

The bill abolishes the position that requires the
Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority to become
involved in the exercise of making judgments about
security provisions at venues. I make the distinction
that this has nothing to do with the authority's very
proper role in ensuring that security arrangements for
gaming machines and attendant equipment are
maintained. That role will remain within the province
of the authority. The actual security of the venue will no
longer be an issue that need be considered by the
authority. That also will significantly streamline the
situation.
The definition of 'daily net cash balance' regarding
jackpot pool special prize payments needed
amendment; this bill effects that change. It also amends
the link jackpot arrangements which will ensure that
payments are not made in circumstances where gaming
equipment, as it will now be defined, has
malfunctioned. Those amendments to the prevailing
legislation, despite what the honourable member for
Niddrie and the opposition think, are of vital
importance to people in the industry.
The bill contains amendments to another four pieces of
legislation. They are fundamentally of a housekeeping
nature and require no extended debate; they are
self-evident
I return to the point I made initially. It has been
interesting this morning to hear the rantings of the
honourable member for Niddrie about the amendments
by way of the fifth deed of variation. In fact, the
amendments were recommended to the government by
the VCGA. As it has consistently done in previous
instances, the government has adopted and now
implements those recommendations through the
passage of the bill. I wish the bill a speedy passage.

Bells rung.
House divided on motion:

Mr Haermeyer (Speaking covered) - On a point
of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I ask for a ruling from the
Chair as to whether it is appropriate in a situation where
the interests of Crown Casino are at stake that a
member of this place who has shares in Crown Casino
should be voting on this important motion.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArtbur) Order! All honourable members are aware of the
requirements under the Members of Parliament
(Register of Interests) Act I understand it is in the
hands of honourable members to make sure they have
complied with those requirements, and it is the decision
of those honourable members whether they choose to
vote.
Ayes, 47
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley, Mr

Burlce, Ms
CIark, Mr
Coleman,Mr

Cooper,Mr
Dean,Dr
Dixon, Mr (Teller)
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr

Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour, Mr (Teller)

Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton, Mr

McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
Madellan,Mr

McNamara, Mr

Maugban,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Penin, Mr
Penon, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A. F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith., Mr E. R (Teller)
Smith.,MrI. W.
Spry,Mr

Steggall, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr
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Noes, 29
AndrianopouIos, Mr
Batchelor, Mr

Kosky,Ms
Langdon. Mr (Teller)

Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr
Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr

Leighton, Mr

Lim,Mr
Loney,Mr
McLeIlan,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
MicalJe£:Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Robinson, Mr (Teller)
Savage, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Wilson,Mrs

Cunningharn, Mr
Davies, Ms
Delahunty, Ms (Teller)
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Government amendments circulated by Mr GUDE
(Minister for Education) pursuant to sessional orders.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 October; motion ofMr GUDE
(Minister for Education).

Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - The
opposition will oppose the bill for a number of very
good reasons. The bill sets in place a registration
process for motorists that will be second in size only to
the Vicroads motor registration system. The proposed
massive database will go close to maintaining details
about every motorist in Melbourne and many from
outside the metropolitan area. It is a huge concept.
Today the government is proposing to have set up a
database that will be surpassed in magnitude, numbers
and currency of personal information only by the
Vicroads motor registration database.
However, it does not stop there. The database will
contain much more personal and private information
than the Vicroads database. It will document the travel
histories of individual motorists - information that
could be abused by people with malevolent intentions.
Worse than that, the changes in the bill will set in place
a process under which people who use the City Link
tollway without first registering will be treated as
criminals and may be fined $500.
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Amazingly, the government will say to the people of
Victoria, 'If at any time you want to use the City Link
tollway or other tollway' - because it includes the
Exhibition Street extension - 'you are going to have to
first register, and if you use the tollways without
registering and you are a regular user of the tollway
system you could be fined $500'. The government
believes it is appropriate to treat people as criminals,
because the term 'criminal proceedings' is used in the
bill.
The opposition will oppose the bill most vigorously and
will expose what the Kennett government is trying to
do to the people of Victoria by having it enacted.
I will fIrst summarise the main parts of the bill and then
deal with each area in detail. The bill seeks to change
the way tolls will be administered and infringements
will be enforced. It proposes changes to administrative
arrangements and the privacy provisions concerning
tolling information, allows City Link to open prior to
the licensing arrangements being concluded, makes
arrangements in respect to the clearing away of wrecks
and debris on the tollway by tow trucks, and makes
changes to the project area by providing for an
administrative control centre for Transurban near the
West Gate Freeway, with all the attendant tax
advantages that that will ensure.
The bill also makes provision for a new ventilation
outlet behind Olympic Park. The outlet will provide
ventilation to a safety or emergency pod which is to be
built deep below the ground and in which up to
100 people will be able to be housed in the event of an
emergency taking place inside the tunnel.
The bill also signals the government's intention to go to
an early election next year. There is no doubt that
embedded in the bill is the first substantial clue that the
government has plans well under way to hold open the
prospect of an election being held in the middle of next
year. The honourable member for Bennettswood is
nodding his head in agreement. The opposition knows
the government is concerned about what might happen
to the gas supply and wants to keep open the option of
having an election before a winter of discontent sets in.
The bill contains provisions that will facilitate that
process and make an election more appealing to the
public. I will come back to that matter.

Mr Maclellan interjected
Mr BATCHELOR - The Minister for Planning
and Local Government says the issue was thought
through. I agree, and I will be happy to comment on
that later. I am sure he will be fascinated.
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The bill contains a whole raft of changes that deal with
the administration and enforcement of the tolls for both
the City Link project and the Exhibition Street
extension. The Melbourne City Link Act provides that
motorists using the tollway without complying with the
requirements to pay the tolls will be fined each time
they pass a tolling place. That could result in motorists
accumulating massive fines and court costs in addition
to the toll charges they will have to pay for going about
their daily business, unaware that they are breaking the
regulations.
The bill limits that potential excessive albeit probably
unintended application of the rules. However, it
contains a new requirement to force people who want
to use the tollway to register. Under the heading
'Offence to drive unregistered vehicle in toll zone',
clause 15 of the bill, which is at page 12, substitutes
new sections 73 to 73E to set up that registration
process for City Link, and by implication other projects
on which the government plans to introduce tolls. The
sting is that if you use the tollway while unregistered
you will incur a fine of $500 - 5 penalty units, for the
benefit of the minister.
New section 73(4) limits to one a day per vehicle the
number of criminal proceedings that can be
commenced by the government against a motorist on
behalf of Transurban. A massive database will be set
up - Big Brother will be watching where each
m~torist goes. Ordinary Victorians will be repelled by
bemg forced to face the incredible situation of being
liable to criminal prosecution if they travel on the
tollway while unregistered. I know of no other
Victorian business that has the use of the full force of
the state's powers to impose such huge fines and
potentially have criminal convictions recorded against
people for failing to do something - in this case,
register if they travel on a tollway.

Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr BATCHELOR - I have not entered the MCG
without a ticket. The minister obviously knows the
process. I will seek his advice as to how he does that so
that it may be stopped. The same sort of leniency will
not be shown to motorists. I find the concept both
repellent and repugnant.
Transurban has possibly made a huge commercial
blunder. It is currently calling on people to register for
the planned opening of the City Link: tollway next
April. The response is slow because there are
difficulties in asking people to register so far in
advance. As the April opening looms closer and people
realise they may face the prospect of a $500 fine for
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travelling on the tollway while unregistered, many will
choose not to use the City Link. If that happens it will
have huge consequences for the residential suburbs
adjoining the City Link tollway.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER
(Mr AndrianopouIos) - Order! There are too many

inteIjections. The honourable member for Thomastown
will be heard in silence.

Mr BATCHELOR - The honourable member for
Bellarine is excessive in his enthusiastic support for
treating motorists as criminals, which is appalling.
Government members are nodding their heads in
agreement at that prospect and they will vote for it later.
The honourable member for Bellarine will vote for his
constituents to be treated as criminals. The opposition
will vote against the bill.
When they register motorists will be required to enter
into a contractual arrangement which may initially be
oral but which will subsequently be written. The
arrangements can)' a stiff penalty of $1 00 for any
infringement. As parliamentarians we are being asked
to set the process in place without having complete
details of those contractual arrangements. We are being
asked to take on blind faith that the provisions in the
bill will be to the best advantage of motorists. The
opposition knows that is wrong. Discussions have
already occurred in the public domain concerning the
form of contractual arrangements. The basis for the
collection oftolls for both the City Link project and the
Exhibition Street extension will be prepaid accounts.
As parliamentarians we are being asked to set in place a
system under which motorists will be forced to register
'
with the threat of a $500 fine and the prospect of
criminal proceedings if they do not. They will have to
enter into a contractual arrangement that will require
them to prepay for services which they may choose to
use at a later date but which they do not want.
Victorians will not be prepared to buy a pig in a poke.

The government may think it acceptable to use the
state's legislative processes to give Transurban or its
tollway company the ability to enter into legally
enforceable contracts containing penalties of $1 00 for
various infringements, but the opposition does not The
opposition is not prepared to accept that and will
oppose it.
Prepaid accounts are likely to take a variety of forms.
An ordinary motorist without a huge bank: account will

be required to enter a lower cost bracket in the
hierarchy of charges - a hierarchy that has yet to be
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announced. That lower level will probably be in the
order of$50. If the motorist chooses the $50 option
because he or she cannot afford the more expensive
options, additional strings and conditions will be
attached. The government is proposing that a person
who cannot afford a top-shelf, secret or anonymous
account will have to pay $50 and then be prepared to
have the account automatically linked to his or her bank
debit or credit accounts. The prepaid tollway account
will then need to be topped up after a period of usage
when it drops to, say, $10.
A condition of the registration process will be that the
money will be automatically taken out of the person's
bank account or charged to his or her credit account.
The person will have no say in that, because he or she
would have previously agreed that that would happen.
The minister nods in agreement that that is what will
happen and thinks it is a terrific idea.
I remember when this proposal was floated a couple of
years ago. At that time the government lied through its
teeth, as did Transurban. They said they would not be
linking prepaid accounts to people's bank accounts.
The government, having lied through its teeth, is now
making legislative and administrative arrangements that
will require people who cannot afford to payout huge
amounts of money to - -

Mr Maclellan - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, I regret the imputation contained in the
remarks of the honourable member for Thomastown.
He has just said that the government lied through its
teeth. He has no details; he is simply making an
allegation. I ask that the allegation be withdrawn on the
basis that it is offensive to me and to other members of
the government.
Mr BATCBELOR - On the point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, previous rulings in this house on
this matter over a long period have been consistently
that if an honourable member refers to a group rather
than an individual, offence cannot be taken and there
can be no request to withdraw the reference. I suggest
there is no point of order.
The ACTING SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! The tradition in this
place has been that where an allegation is raised against

an individual such as that that individual has lied, the
honourable member making the allegation is asked to
withdraw it. However, on this occasion the honourable
member for Thomastown was referring to a group namely, a government - and the tradition in that case
has been to not ask the honourable member to
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withdraw. Therefore, I rule that there is no point of
order.
Mr BATCBELOR - There is no doubt about
what the government's previous position was. It took it
upon itself, together with Transurban, to ridicule that
suggestion.
Mr MacleUan inteIjected
Mr BATCBELOR - You cannot remember!
Mr Maclellan inteIjected.
Mr BATCBELOR - Yes, I can give the detailsand they will be given. The essential point the
opposition is making is that a set of hierarchical
payments will be arranged of which the cheapest and
most accessible will be an up-front payment of$50 - a
huge amount for many people - and then that amount
will be automatically deducted from a bank account or
charged against a credit card account. The minister
nods in agreement that that is exactly what the
government will do. He believes that is appropriate.
An honourable member inteIjected.
Mr BATCHELOR - People will be charged at a
higher rate if they don't want their accounts
automatically linked. Various proposals are currently
being drafted Those best able to afford it will establish
a prepaid account of, say, $100 or higher and will be
offered the option of having their personal details not
kept on the database. Their car registration number will
not be kept if they can afford it; in other words, they
may well be able to buy the luxury of their privacy.
That is not certain, however, because implementation of
such a scheme may have administrative problems but that is the avenue the government is considering. It
may well be that over time the $100 fee will steadily
increase to the point where only the wealthiest among
us will have their privacy assured Everyone else will
have to bare their souls to Transurban and whoever else
is legally allowed to have access to the information.

The bill establishes a registration process with an
implied requirement that people enter into legally
enforceable written contracts. The government will
provide that requirement on behalf of Transurban; yet
the details of those written contracts will not be
provided to us! That provision is being discussed in the
wider community. Transurban will, in the most cynical
way, release those details only after the bill has been
passed by this house and probably after the upper house
has risen. It is holding off the announcement of those
details so that they cannot be subjected to parliamentary
scrutiny.
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During the debate the opposition will provide
information about government members who will have
access to those details and be able to reveal them to the
Parliament. The minister says it is an insult to do that
He would prefer to have Transurban do it. What he is
really saying, however, is that he would prefer to deny
Parliament the opportunity to know the details. He
would rather have them released into the public arena
after Parliament has risen.
The government is planning an advertising blitzkrieg
worth $10 million in an attempt to promote the scheme.
It will need to spend that huge amount of money, too;
otherwise the proposed arrangements will end up being
another debacle like the automatic ticketing system.
Provision will be made for temporary registration. The
permanent registration process is as I have outlined.
Many motorists will choose to use the tollway on a
temporary or ad hoc basis rather than regularly.
Transurban has already set the threshold for temporary
usage at 12, so motorists using the service 12 times or
fewer will have the opportunity of purchasing day
passes. Those using it on more than l2 occasions will
have to register.
The bill provides that motorists will be able to backdate
their day passes in a limited way. Temporary, itinerant,
intermittent or emergency users will be provided for.
When a person uses the service more than 12 times,
however, he or she will move into the other category
and will have to either enter the registration process or
be treated like a criminal and charged a penalty of
$500.
Those provisions of the bill also provide for a start-up
period during which the cost of infringements - not
registration infringements but other infringements - is
reduced. The cost of registration involves taking out a
pre-paid account.

Mr A. F. Plowman interjected.
Mr BATCHELOR - Do you understand
anything? You are as thick as two bricks! I have just
explained that the cost of registration involves taking
out a pre-paid account.

Mr A. F. Plowman interjected.
Mr BATCHELOR - You should go back to the
bush. You are hopeless! You are deliberately being
stupid!
The AC11NG SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! I ask the honourable

member for Thomastown to speak through the Chair.
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The honourable member for Benambra will cease
interjecting.

Mr BATCHELOR - Through the Chair I remind
the honourable member for Benambra that the use of
City Link will require pre-paid accounts, which will
cost between $50 and $100 and must continually be
replenished. There will be some 700 000 transponders,
and if one multiplies 700 000 by $75 one finds it totals
millions and millions of dollars. Millions and millions
of dollars will be sloshing around in Transurban
accounts, and the honourable member wants to the
know what the cost will be. The cost to the community
will be about $30 million - a huge amount! Everyone
will be required to pre-pay accounts for the entire
34 years.
As I was explaining before I was rudely interrupted,
there will be a start-up period during which the cost of
infringements will be reduced to link in with the
election timetable. The government is trying to work
out how it can have a soft introduction to the tolling
system in the lead-up to an election. The government is
planning an election for - -

The AC11NG SPEAKER
Order! I ask the honourable
member for Forest Hill and the honourable member for
Essendon to desist from making hand gestures and
arguing across the chamber.
(Mr Andrianopoulos) -

Mr BATCBELOR - The government is planning
an election before a winter of discontent. The bill
provides for a period in which fines for infringement
will be reduced. That is an electoral inducement that
applies only to the western link. It is an electoral
inducement that applies in the context of a pre-emptive
election in early winter because the government wants
to get in before the prospect of gas shortages. The
government is discussing the election date at meetings
this week.
The other major provisions in the bill relate to privacy.
The privacy provisions in the Melbourne City Link Act
are appallingly weak. This bill attempts to improve
them, but it does not go far enough. As a result of the
proposed legislation the most detailed, personal
information on individuals will be collected, and that is
of great concern. The histories of individuals will show
such things as when they leave home for work in the
morning, when they return home, when they will be at
home and when they will be out That information can
be disastrous in the wrong hands. It is important to have
tough privacy laws and regulations in place.
Mr Maclellan interjected

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMEN1) Bll..L
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Mr BATCHELOR - The minister talks about
mistresses and wives. Obviously, he has a different
stream of thought from mine about how that
information might be used. If someone wants to track a
person down - the minister is concerned about wives
and mistresses tracking him down; good luck to
them! - it will be possible for a whole range of
individuals to abuse the information. It can be abused
commercially. It can be abused personally. The
opposition is concerned that the database will be second
only to the database kept by Vicroads in the number of
people listed More devastatingly, it will hold detailed
personal information.

There is no requirement for the information to be
destroyed The information should be maintained only
until any commercial difficulties or differences are
resolved. There is no need for the information to be
kept for years. The government will say that it might
need to keep the information because government
agencies might need access to it, but there is no
definable reason why the information should be kept.
The Melbourne City Link Act requires the destruction
of information only if it concerns offenders. That
requirement gives rise to the bizarre situation in which
information about people who offend against the act
because they do not pay the tolls must be destroyed but
the personal information about people who use the
system properly and pay their way in advance can be
kept for as long as the government chooses.
Despite the privacy laws that restrict the release of
information, when the government has handled
information in the past it has often been unable to resist
the temptation to use it. In one instance members of the
police force sold access to government information
obtained from the Vicroads database and police
records. That is ample proof that despite the strong laws
that are in place to prevent it, information can be and
has been released In the United States of America a
stalker gained access to a database to track down an
actress who then became the victim of a vicious rape
and murder. Despite the privacy laws, people can and
do use information for the wrong purposes. One would
think that the government, knowing that, would insist
that after the required period for the resolution of
commercial disputes personal, identifying information
should be destroyed. Keeping that sort of information is
inappropriate. Aggregate figures can be obtained if
necessary.
Victorian cars will carry devices that track motorists.
The transponders will have the capacity to identify
where a motorist goes, at what time of the day or night,
and how many times he or she has done so. The
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geographical tracking of movement and the storage of
that sort of information is a quantum leap into the world
of Big Brother and other Orwellian concepts. It is a
huge worry, and I believe the government has made a
mistake. Despite the fact that the government has
improved and strengthened the privacy provisions, I do
not believe it has gone far enough. It is my view that
privacy laws that relate to a potential database should
be the toughest and most vigorous in the world
I will comment on two other major areas, although I am
conscious of the time. It is worth noting that difficulties
have been created in this sessional period by the need to
truncate debate on issues because the government had
not allowed sufficient time for scrutiny and debate by
Parliament.
The bill will allow the City Link project to open before
the leasing arrangements have been finalised It will
also allow for the provision of tow trucks, which is a
sensible arrangement albeit a minor issue in the context
of the bill as a whole.
I turn to examine the changes concerning the project
areas. Firstly, the administrative centre that will be the
public face of the City Link project is currently being
built next to the Docklands, near the West Gate
Freeway. A huge area ofland has been set aside for the
purpose and the bill facilitates that process. The area of
land involved is in excess of the Transurban's
immediate administrative needs and it is a huge gift to
the City Link project. City Link will not have to pay
rates and other charges for services the government is
providing. The government could have sold off the land
that is excess to Transurban's requirements but has
instead taken action that will further indirectly subsidise
the project.
Secondly, there is a need to provide ventilation stacks.
Two safety pods or emergency areas will be built
adjacent to the tunnel deep below the surface to provide
an escape area in the case of an accident. Ventilation
shafts will connect the pods to the surface. One of those
ventilation shafts will rise in an area that is already part
of the City Link project and another will rise in an area
that is not. The bill attempts to have that second small
area behind Olympic Park made part of the City Link
project land
Tunnel projects have dealt with emergency safety
provisions in different ways. At some part of the City
Link project an emergency egress tunnel will be
constructed parallel to part of the main tunnel. Instead
of that being done along the length of the tunnel,
because of cost factors a fall-back position of an
alternative emergency tunnel will be put in place. Two
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cavernous areas will be installed that can be isolated
from the tunnel in the case of an emergency. Those
areas will require ventilation shafts and the necessary
changes to the land area are accommodated by the bill.
The opposition is concerned that the privacy provisions
have not gone far enough and that Big Brother
technology will be in place in every car and truck that
uses the toIlway. The application of the technology to
motorcycles involves some difficulties because of the
incompatibility of motorcycle technology with
automobile transponders.

Mr Maclellan inteIjected
Mr BATCHELOR - That is right. The minister is
indicating that they are considering putting them on the
person. The next proposal might be to put bar codes on
the foreheads of all citizens at birth because that would
be a more efficient micro-economic proposal.

The other dimension to the motorcycle issue is that if
the wrong method is chosen the project will be
vulnerable to fare evasion.
Mr Maclellan -

That's Transurban's problem.

Mr BATCHELOR - The minister says that that is
Transurban's problem. I think it will develop into a
pretty big problem. People have already realised th~t
the tollway cost for a motorcyclist will be substantially
lower than the cost for a car - as I recall it is
approximately half - and will be significantly.lower
than the cost for a truck. The smart operators WIll
register their trucks as motorcycles, put on their helmets
or whatever and take their transponders into their trucks
and cars. The technology will not be able to detect the
difference.

Does the minister really think that is Transurban's
problem and that it is a joke? It will be a serious
problem for Transurban. The only rational and sensible
suggestion to that technological problem is to allow
motorcyclists to have free use of the tollway. The
alternative will be a sudden increase in motorcycle
registrations and the use of motorcycle transponders in
cars and other vehicles that incur much higher toIlway
fees.
The registration system is another area of concern.
Many existing roads - the Tullamarine Freeway,
South Eastern Freeway and West Gate Freeway form part of the City Link project and people who w~t
to use those major roads, which have already been paId
for in whole or in part out of state revenue, will have to
register. If people do not register they will face the
prospect of being fined $500 and treated like criminals.
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The inadequacy of the privacy provisions, the
introduction of Big Brother technology and the
proposed privatised registration scheme tha~ ~ll riv~
the Vicroads system in size and far surpass It m relatIon
to the personal and private information it will contain
are all reasons why the opposition vigorously opposes
the bill.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. untO 2.03 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The SPEAKER - Order! I acknowledge the
presence in the gallery of Ms Maggie Hickey, Leader of
the Opposition of the Northern Territory government.

ABSENCE OF l\fiNISTER
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the house that
the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training will be
absent from question time today and questions will be
answered on his behalfby the Minister for Education.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
pecuniary interests
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I refer
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services to his
statement in the house on 3 September when he
admitted holding shares in the company Harvest Grain
Australia and that the company received an
Ausindustry grant in 1996-97.
It has now been revealed in the annual report of the
Department of State Development, which was tabled
this week in Parliament, that the company Harvest
Grain Australia received a further grant in 1997-98.
Given that the company's receipt of that grant once
again puts the minister in breach of section 55 of the
state constitution which prohibits ministers receiving
government incomes and government grants, will the
minister now resign?
Mr W. D. McGRAm (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - The answer to the second ~
of the question is no. It is interesting to hear allegatIOns
about Ausindustry grants. I received advice from the
Minister for Rural Development in tracking this down.
Ausindustry grants are a joint funding arrangement
between the commonwealth and state governments.

QU~ONS~HOUTNOTICE
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Small grants - you did not mention the figure, did
you? - are made at a departmental level. To my
knowledge they are not brought to my attention as I am
purely an investor; I am not a director or the chairman
of Harvest Grain Australia Honourable members may
recall that I was criticised for publicly advising a grant
to The Lentil Trading Company that is in my electorate.
There has never been an accusation about making
public announcements of Ausindustry grants to Harvest
Grain because I was unaware of those grants being
made.

Women: action plan
Ms McCALL (Frankston) - I refer the Minister for
Women's Affairs to the draft two-year action plan for
women that was released for public comment in May.
Will the minister advise the house on the level of
response received, how the government formulated the
final plan and when it will be released?
Mrs WADE (Minister for Women's Affairs) - I
thank the honourable member for Frankston for her
question and for her considerable assistance in
arranging consultations with the women of Victoria
since the release of a draft action plan for women in
May this year.

Mrs WADE - I want to stress how much the
government benefited from the input of the many
thousands of people who were interested in this
process. As a part of the consultations 47 issues were
identified. There was a great diversity of opinion, and
one has to say that the women of Victoria do not always
take the same views on different issues, but they all
identified the key issues of concern for women,
although they put forward quite a number of different
proposed solutions to deal with those key issues.
An honourable member inteIjected.

Mrs WADE - All the issues raised and the
priorities put forward were fed back to the ministers
concerned and the government departments that were
responsible for drawing up the original draft plan.
The draft plans from each of the departments and each
of the ministers were modified in light of the input we
received from the women of Victoria So far as possible
we have tried to provide a range of options to meet the
diverse needs that were put forward to us.
There is another volume of the action plan to come that is, volume 2.
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister has now
been speaking for 4 minutes. I would like her to
complete her answer.

Five thousand copies of the draft action plan were
released to women and women's organisations
throughout the state. It was also on the Internet, from
which. many more copies were downloaded. As a result,
many hundreds of women attended public meetings
arranged by the honourable member for Frankston and
which also involved other members who formed a
committee to listen to what the women of Victoria had
to say about the draft action plan. Those meetings were
not opportunities for members to make speeches to the
women who attended. The members were at those
sessions to listen to the points of view put by the
women attending. The plan was well received by those
who attended. In addition to the public meetings,
numerous written submissions were received and many
women filled in questionnaires that were distributed.

Mrs WADE - The second volume covers health
and wellbeing, and safety, and it will be released in
FebruaIy, together with the five-year action plan for
women's health. The action plan as a wholevolumes 1 and 2 - is a proactive strategy that will
ensure that as ministers and government departments
look at preparing their programs and policies over the
next two years they will have the advantage of the input
of the women of Victoria.

Today I can release volume 1 of the final action plan
for women. It is a remarkable document that picks up
what we were told at the public consultations and in
written submissions. Each section of the plan covers
women - as students and educators, at work, in
financial matters and as leaders and decision makers.

I thank the members of the backbench committee who
travelled throughout the state - on many occasions in
difficult circumstances and involving light planes. They
did a terrific job, and the planning and programs for the
women of Victoria will be much better as a result of
their activities.

There are some interesting pictures of women in the
police force, women in other work situations and
women in education-type activities.
An honourable member inteIjected.

Mrs WADE - I have suffered some interruptions.
The SPEAKER - Order! From the minister beside
the Attorney-General, I think.

Commonwealth Games 2006
Mr P ANDAWPOULOS (Dandenong) - I refer
the Minister for Sport to the state opposition's
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continuous support for the 2006 Commonwealth
Games bid and to today's revelations that there is a cost
blow-out from $2.5 million to $50 million and that a
GST will cost taxpayers even more. I ask the minister
why there is a cost blow-out for the games bid and what
will the cost of the GST impact on Victorian taxpayers
be.
The SPEAKER - Order! The first part of the
question is asking the minister for a response on
something for which he is not responsible. The second
part of the question is acceptable. The minister may
answer both parts of the question.

Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport) - I thank the
honourable member for Dandenong for his question. I
also thank him, the Leader of the Opposition and the
honourable member for Bundoora, who have been
briefed fully by the bid committee and have given our
bid their unqualified support, for never once during that
time raising the question he is raising today.
Part of the Victorian government's comprehensive
major event strategy, which has been an outstanding
success, is our bid for the 2006 Commonwealth Games.
The 1997 Motorcycle Grand Prix, hosted at Phillip
Island, was voted the best in the world. These events all
go along the same lines. We have enjoyed bipartisan
support from the opposition and we will continue to
seek bipartisan support.
Mr Brumby - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, on
the question of relevance, the minister is clearly - Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable member
for Doncaster! That is twice I have warned him, and I
will not warn him again today.

Mr Brumby - Mr Speaker, I ask you to ensure that
the minister answers the question - it was a specific
question: why has there been a cost blow-out to
$50 million for the Commonwealth Games and what
will the impact of a GST be? These matters were in the
press this morning and Parliament deserves an answer.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The minister is addressing the question, and how
he addresses it is up to him.
Mr REYNOLDS - The GST is yet to come into
force - it is quite some time away. Ten state taxes will
be eliminated with the introduction of the GST, so we
will know a bit more about that later. This is another
backflip by the opposition, which gave full support for
the bid. Members of the opposition are anti-major
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events, anti-sport and anti-Victorian. The bid will be
successful, and when we run the games in 2006 they
will be run in a financially responsible manner.

Schools: seJf-governance
Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) - Will the Minister
for Education inform the house of the latest
developments with the government's self-governing
schools policy?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I thank the
honourable member for Caul field for her question. She
is a local member who works hard for her schools and,
of course, all other aspects of her electorate. I know she
is proud of the fact that Caulfield North Primary School
is one of the schools that has elected to seek
self-governance in the Victorian government system.

The vast majority of government schools are very
happy to be involved in the Schools of the Future
model, which was commenced shortly after the
government came to office. It has been an
extraordinarily successful process. About a year ago the
government advised that schools were telling it that
they saw that one size didn't fit all. A number of
schools were wanting to push the envelope a little
further. The government responded by indicating that it
was prepared to introduce a process of self-governance.
The government has been absolutely thrilled to find that
some 29 schools have made the decision to become
self-governing.
It is a little bizarre that members of the opposition
should be commenting in the way they are, because the
government made it clear from the word go that this is
about offering a little more opportunity for schools who
want to push the envelope.
I have said in this house on more than one occasion that
I thought if I got somewhere between 15 and 30 schools
to go in at this stage I would be pleased. I ask the
honourable members concerned to have a look. What is
even more fascinating is the breakdown.
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable member
for Footscray will cease interjecting :from his corner.
Mr GUDE - It is only when he is named in the
house that he gets some relevance. He has no relevance
outside this place.

The breakdown is fascinating. It includes 2 specialist
schools, 13 primary schools and 14 secondary schools.
It is interesting to see the number of students in each of
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those schools because it ranges from 88 to 1688
students.
Another interesting feature of the announcement is that,
based on 1998 school attendance figures, the
29 locations teach some 21 153 students in total. The
schools are located from as far away as Port Fairy to
Swan Hill to Traralgon. They include Broadmeadows,
Berwick and, of course, Karingal Park. It is also
interesting to observe where the schools are located.
Eleven are in Liberal-held electorates, 4 are in National
Party electorates, I is in an independent member's
electorate and - surprise, surprise! - 13 are in ALP
electorates.
I know the honourable member for Caulfield is very
happy about the school in her electorate. I am sure the
honourable member for Warrnambool is happy about
the three that are in his electorate; but I wonder if the
Leader of the Opposition is happy about the
Broadmeadows Primary School? Have you even been
there?
Mr Brumby inteIjected
Mr GUDE - They don't ever remember your
having been there. I wonder if the member for Geelong
North is proud of the Corio South Primary School. He
is looking very blank, so perhaps he is not - but, as the
Acting Premier points out, he is always looking blank.

I know that the honourable member for Essendon is
very proud of her school because I have been with her
out to her electorate and she is happy. She's a
champion. She's happy for Essendon Keilor College.
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister has now
been speaking for 4 minutes. He will complete his
answer.

Mr GUDE - It is very important that people are
happy about this. What is important as well is that these
schools now have an enormous opportunity to move
forward and address the issue of self-governance in a
quality way that delivers improved educational
outcomes.
In the United Kingdom the Schools Standard
Framework Bill, which has been introduced by the
Blair government, seeks to do the same thing in terms
of self-governance for schools. One of the areas that the
opposition is opposed to is this issue of direct
employment within self-governance.
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister is now
debating the question. Ifhe has no more facts to give
the house he should complete his answer.
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Mr GUDE -It is an important fact that some
1215 United Kingdom schools- almost the same
number as our system - are moving in that direction,
which is relevant to Victoria as we move towards
self-governance in a way that will further enhance the
student learning outcomes in this state.

I am very proud to be a minister of the Kennett
government, which has had a hand in this process, and I
am certain the schools in our state will be greatly
advantaged as a consequence.

Inner and Eastern Health Care Network
executive: credit card
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - My question is to
the Acting Premier, and I refer to a spreadsheet
prepared by Ms Maggie Slane, former CEO of the
Yarra Health Service, to try to explain her credit card
usage, which includes the extraordinary annotation:
Paid cash to Ringwood Bulk Store about $800 and took cash
in towards the end of 1996.

And to a credit card cash advance slip on which is
noted:
$50 - Parliament house with Mrs Tehan.

Apparently you have to pay to see her! I refer also to
the fact that Ms Slane withdrew over $7400 in cash, on
75 occasions, on her taxpayer-funded credit card, and
ask: will the Acting Premier fmally refer this totally
unaccounted for expenditure to the police for
investigation?
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - The point
that needs to be reinforced is that this expenditure is
accounted for. There is a process.
Mr Thwaites - You have to pay to meet the
minister?
Mr McNAMARA - Making an allegation like that
is just the form that we have come to see from this
opposition. I would not see anything extraordinary if,
for instance, a deputation was coming into the house
here and coffee or tea were purchased for the
deputation members. That is quite legitimate.

It always happened under the previous government; the
fact is that every one of these pieces of expenditure has
been accounted for. There is a chit that traces every one
back. The honourable member has been able to bring it
up in this house only because he has had access to this
information. I do not believe there is any need to take
further action.
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We know of the rorts that went on in the previous
government when so-called stationery was purchased
and it turned out to be a purchase of liquor. It was
clearly an attempt at subterfuge, to try to mislead the
government and the public at that stage. Ibat has not
happened in the period that the coalition has been in
office.

Women: rural bursaries
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - Will the Acting
Premier and Minister for Agriculture and Resources
inform the house of initiatives for women in rural
Victoria as part of a whole-of-government strategy
released today?
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - We have
recently launched a five-year action plan for women in
agriculture and resource management, to get more
women involved in leadership positions in the rural
community. Part of that program includes Growing the
Farm Business - forums run specifically for women
by women. They have been run in the past couple of
months in 20 regional centres across the state.

We continue to support the Rural Women's Network
Newsletter, which is circulated to 20 000 rural women
across Victoria. In addition this yeM we have awarded
20 overseas bursaries to the World Women's
Conference in Agriculture, which was held in
Washington.
Four years ago we hosted the first World Women's
Conference in Agriculture in Melbourne, and it was
great to see that the USA has now caught up with
Victoria and hosted the second conference. It was a
huge success. We sent, at government expense,
20 women short-listed from some 600 applicants, and I
congratulate them all on the role they have played since
they have been to that conference. I also thank the
Attorney-General for her ongoing support for the rural
women's bursaries.
In the past two years 43 women have been recipients of

those bursaries. We are currently developing a
computerised list of potential candidates for a range of
appointments to various government boards and
authorities and encouraging those in the private sector
to make use of women with those qualities. We will
also soon be running a series of workshops.
I refer to comments that were made in the Stock and
Land following the release of the five-year plan - an
excellent document which I recommend to all
members. The author makes the comment:
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On Thursday October 15 I witnessed the part realisation of a
dream ... The Minister for Agriculture and Resources
IllWlched the plan last Thursday ... We now have a plan to
develop opportunities for women in agriculture in this state.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA - Sue Brumby, the sister of the
Leader of the Opposition. She got nothing from
10 years ofLabor government in this state.

The SPEAKER - Order! The minister should
address the Chair.
Mr Seitz -

On a point of order, Mr Speaker - -

Mr McNAMARA -

Sit down, George!

The SPEAKER - Order! The Acting Premier
might like to sit down.

Mr Seitz - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
Acting Premier should address his remarks through the
Chair. I also ask him to address honourable members
by their correct titles.
The SPEAKER - Order! I uphold the point of
order and ask the Acting Premier to act accordingly.

Mr McNAMARA - I again recommend this report
to all members of Parliament, particularly members of
the Labor Party. During its 10 years in office the Labor
Party neglected to do anything for women in rural
Victoria It is great to see this supported, even by the
sister of the Leader of the Opposition, who recognises
the failure of the Labor government and the fantastic
work that is being done under our administration.

Housing: departmental targets
Ms KOSKY (Altona) - I refer the Minister for
Housing to the Human Services annual report for
1997-98 and in particular to the output measures for
housing. I ask the minister to explain why the Office of
Housing has failed to meet 19 out of the 25 targets set
by her department and will she admit that this reflects
her absolute failure to manage her portfolio?

Mrs HENDERSON (Minister for Housing) - I
thank the honourable member for Altona for her second
question in this house. I am pleased that the Leader of
the Opposition feels the honourable member for Altona
should be promoted today and have some attention paid
to her. The honourable member must be feeling a bit
left out after the article in today's Age.

Honourable members interjecting.

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMEN1) BaL

Friday, 13 November 1998

ASSEMBLY

Mrs HENDERSON - I am delighted to say that
the activities of the Office of Rousing have met some
extraordinary targets this year. We have provided an
unprecedented allocation of funds for homeless people.
We have upgraded the public housing stock that was
left in total disrepair when the Labor Party left
government. We are housing more people than the
Labor Party did in the 10 years it was in office. Most
importantly, the public housing waiting list in the state
is well below the level we inherited in 1992. So we
have met those targets and can feel proud of what we
have achieved in housing.

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMENT)
BILL
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bank accounts without their knowledge and without
their agreement, which is, of course, a lot of nonsense.
The minister's second-reading speech contains a clear
statement. He advised the house that Transurban
proposes to offer an anonymous accounting system so
that people who wish to avoid providing personal
information can do so in an anonymous way. The
honourable member for Thomastown did not refer to
that. Re did not seem to understand that anonymous
accounts will be available to allow people access to the
tolling regime without disclosing any information at all,
including people who want to get a day pass to allow
them to use the excellent City Link. The honourable
member said that 700 000 Victorians would have to
give their personal information to City Link to obtain
those tolling cards.

Second reading
Debate resumed.

Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I support the Melbourne
City Link (Amendment) Bill, which is an important
measure. I refer the house to the proposed enhancement
of privacy safeguards on the use of City Link tolling
records and to the new regime for collecting tolls.
I will deal firstly with the privacy arrangements. I have
often followed the honourable member for
Thomastown in debates and I am always surprised at
the nonsense he throws up when discussing proposed
legislation. The honourable member made a number of
allegations about a conspiracy involving City Link
gaining access to a lot of information. That is clearly
not the case. Re either does not understand the
provisions in the bill or he has never read it.
Motorists will be able to pay their City Link tolls in a
number of ways. Firstly, they can open an account,
which is what the honourable member for Thomastown
was talking about. Secondly, they can open an
anonymous account, which means they do not have to
give any personal details. Thirdly, private citizens can
buy temporary tolling cards, which will fully protect
them.
It was interesting to hear the honourable member say
that all this information will be on the public record Re
did not once mention the possible $10 000 fine for the
disclosure of information under the tolling regime. The
fine will be imposed on anybody who discloses
information, or anybody who has that information in
his or her possession. One would think the $10 000 fine
would be a significant part of the honourable member's
speech because it is a key aspect of the bill. But no, his
allegation was that when the accounts are established
somehow tolls will be direct debited out of people's

If700 000 Melbumians will be using City Link - and
that is his figure, not mine - surely his argument must
be that City Link will be fabulously successful. On his
own figures an incredible number of Victorians will
want to take advantage of City Link's new services.
The bill contains restrictions on the availability of
information from tolling records. The bill makes it clear
that only police officers will be allowed access to
information involving criminal acts. If the honourable
member looks at clause 4 he will find proposed
restrictions not only on the type of information that will
be available but also on the officers who will be
authorised to obtain such information - the Chief
Commissioner of Police and members of the police
force of the rank of inspector or above. The honourable
member for Thomastown did not seem to be aware of
those restrictions. The bill will protect the privacy of
Victorians in relation to information held by City Link.
The collection of fees owed to City Link by people
reluctant to pay the toll will be on the same basis as the
collection of outstanding fines for any other traffic
offence. City Link will use the normal traffic fine
collection system. Outstanding fees will not be
collected by City Link officers.
The honourable member for Thomastown was
concerned about tolls working against Victorians. I
draw to the attention of the house the July 1998 City
Link Fastrack publication, which reports on a trial of
the new tolling regime undertaken by City Link:
Thousands of Melbomne motorists are now using electronic
tags as part of a two-month trial of the City Link tolling
system.
Tnmsurban last month distributed about 5000 tags to drivers
who volunteered to test-drive the advanced toll collection

MELBOURNE CITY LINK (AMENDMENT) BH..L
1230

ASSEMBLY

technology. More than one-fifth of the tags were fitted during
an outside broadcast by 3AW ...
The tag trial, which began on 22 June, on the Tullamarine
section of City Link will be used to finetune the tolling
equipment and gain feedback from future City Link
customers.
The trial was made possible by the erection in May of the first
City Link toll gantry, near the AJbion Street overpass in
Bnmswick West

According to the publication drivers who wanted to be
part of the voluntaIy trial started to queue at 5.00 a.m.,
and by 7.00 a.m. 1100 people had tags fitted to their
vehicles and were using them. The number of motorists
wanting to be involved in the trial suggests that
Victorians are attracted to the concept of the new tolling
system. The trial continued until August and was an
unequivocal success, proving that the new tolling
system will work. The people who use it will be able to
have their tolls collected electronically, with no
inconvenience.
The honourable member for Thomastown talked about
how terrible the concept of tolls is. Perhaps he should
think back to what the Labor Party did with tolls when
it was in government. Motorists wanting to travel over
the West Gate Bridge under the Labor government's
tolling arrangements had to queue to pay cash at a
tolling station. With the new City Link system
motorists will not have to stop at all, because tolls will
be charged and collected electronically. There will be
no disruption to traffic flow on the fantastic new routes.
Motorists will be happy with the arrangement because
it will save considerable time and money for businesses
and the general public. If it transpires that 700 000
motorists have accounts with City Link, it will prove
beyond a shadow of doubt that the new collection
regime - already tested successfully - is ideal for
City Link.
Another key aspect of the bill does not appear to have
been considered by the honourable member for
Thomastown. City Link has a number of tunnels, and
arrangements are being put in place to ensure that
vehicles transporting dangerous goods do not use those
tunnels, to ensure that the safety of users of City Link is
protected in the event of vehicle breakdowns or
accidents.
The nonsense put forward by the honourable member
for Thomastown should be refuted. A large number of
Victorians will want to use the new City Link system,
and it will prove to be extremely popular. It is an
excellent bill that deserves the support of both sides of
the house.
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Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I join the shadow
Minister for Transport in opposing the Melbourne City
Link (Amendment) Bill. It is peculiar that during debate
on the many City Link bills considered by the house
since I was elected the people who have been keenest
on City Link are those who are least likely to use it
Some of the information they have put forward
demonstrates that they have no idea where the City
Link roads are and what their impact on local
communities will be. I doubt if they have ever even
examined the City Link route!
People in the western suburbs have been badly done by.
The toll on the western link is unique. Honourable
members have been told by government members
today and on previous occasions that Melbourne would
not have had those expensive new roads without the
imposition of tolls, because the government would not
have been able to afford them. Residents of the
electorate of the honourable member for Bulleen have
been driving down the Tullamarine Freeway for
20 years without paying a cent. They will not be driving
down the new route. City Link is not giving brand-new
access to the people of Tullamarine or the people who
live in the northern suburbs of Melbourne. What are
they going to get from the new section of City Link? If
the government were sincere it would have done what
many residents in that area requested and moved the
tolling station from Bell Street up to the new section of
the bridge. Then the government could at least claim
honestly that it was tolling new routes.
The government has never come to terms with that lack
of logic. I would be pleased if the minister would
address that issue in his reply, because I would like to
know, as would many other people, how he, his
government and Transurban think City Link will speed
up traffic to the city.
Estimates about the routes - worked out not by the
Labor Party but by Transurban, the Melbourne City
Link Authority and the RACV, organisations that are
no great lovers of the Labor Party, so I am sure one
would not believe them to be biased - suggest that
most of the traffic going along the western link of the
freeway is going to the city, not Dandenong. It is
estimated that.04 per cent of the traffic that will use thelink will be going to Dandenong. Most of the traffic
coming up the western link will still be trying to get
into the city.
Motorists will drive up the Tullamarine Freeway they will have an extra lane of traffic so they can get to
Travancore much faster than they did before - and
what will happen? They will sit in Travancore much
longer than before! Once they come to Flemington
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Road, which is the access into the city from the western
link, it will not be one centimetre wider than it is now.
All that will happen is that the motorist will pay
$1.01 - or whatever it will be in the year 2000.
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Most of the people at the trial signed a petition saying
that they were not happy with the tolling station and
asked the Premier to do something about it. I
understand that petition has been sent to the Premier but
as far as I know it has never appeared in the house.

Mr CarIi inteIjected.
Mrs MADDIGAN - The honourable member for
Coburg says it will cost $1; I think it might be $1.01.
That cost will build up over time. The motorists will
drive along, pay the money, and sit in Travancore increasing both air and noise pollution for all the poor
residents who live down there, especially on air
inversion days. Then the motorists will fight their way
up Flemington Road in exactly the same way as now
occurs. That is, of course, unless Transurban decides to
close one of the lanes offFlemington Road, which I
believe it has a right to do under the legislation.
Where is the benefit there? I would be very interested if
the minister responsible for infrastructure could explain
to these people who want to drive directly into the city
how it is going to be cheaper and quicker.
The honourable member for Bulleen seems to be a little
confused about the success of the trial held with the
transponders, and I know why. He certainly was not
there that morning to talk to the people holding the
trials of the transponders. It is a shame he was not there
because if he had been he would have got a far more
accurate idea of how the system operates. From talking
to the people down there, most of whom were either
taxidrivers, couriers or people from small businesses
who use that route frequently, it was apparent that they
had come down only to try to find out how much it will
cost and how much it will add to the price of
transporting goods, or what will happen about the
prices of the services they are delivering. Unfortunately
for them they would not have been successful in that
endeavour because only one tolling station was open. If
the drivers were going to the city it would have been
okay, but if they were using the route several times a
day it would be difficult for them.
If one looked at the results of that trial, which the
honourable member for Bulleen may have noticed or
read - a glorious press release was put out some time
ago claiming the great success of it - one would notice
that 6 per cent of the cars using the link were not picked
up. I imagine Transurban would not be impressed if it
were going to lose 6 per cent of its toll on vehicles
going through the link. Perhaps it is not quite as
financially successful as Transurban thinks it is and not
quite as wonderful for residents as the honourable
member for Bulleen thinks it is.

To suggest that the number of people who participated
in the trial was a great indicator of the enthusiasm for
the system is totally untrue. I am sure if the honourable
member for Bulleen talked to some taxidrivers he
would find that that is true because they know that
unless they want to go to Dandenong - which will be
extremely expensive - they will not save any time
driving to the city.
The whole financial viability of the toll road system is
in doubt. Not long ago a very interesting article ago
called 'Privatisation and Private Infrastructure: How the
Public Pays' was published by John Quiggin, the senior
fellow at the Centre for Economic Policy Research at
the Australian National University and visiting
associate professor, department of economics, James
Cook University. He wrote at length about the cost to
the public of toll-financed roads.
John Quiggin made a couple of relevant points.
Presumably the idea of building a freeway is to
encourage people to use it, despite the fact that the
minister constantly says, 'If you do not like it you can
drive through every residential street in Essendon as an
alternative'. However, the people who have to pay that
toll, because that is their main route into the city, must
pay twice. They pay for the toll on that road and they
also pay through their taxes for every other road made
in the state.
If people are lucky enough to live on the other side of
the city where there are no tolls they pay only once
through normal taxation payments, so this is
discrimination against one sector of the community. It
would come as no surprise that the first part of the toll
section of the road to open is in the western suburbs,
where of course the government is quite happy to
impose as much cost on the poor residents as it can.

The bill does not go into the noise laws, but that is a
subject on which I know there is a great deal of concern
about the inequality of treatment on the western link
compared to the treatment on the other side of the link.
The view of the people ofEssendon has always been
that they will be severely affected by the toll road not
only because of the imposition of unsightly roads and
sound walls through their municipality but also because
of the number of people who will seek to avoid the toll
by using residential roads. When the government is
asked about tolls, the minister and other people
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associated with the project are more often quite happy
to say, 'Well, you don't have to use it - you can take
alternative routes'. Those alternative routes are through
the residential streets of my municipality and those
represented by the honourable members for Coburg and
Pascoe Vale.
The residents in those areas will have to pay three times
for their road funding. Not only will they have to pay
for the tolls, they will have to pay general funding for
roads throughout Victoria and, of course, through
council rates they must pay for the resurfacing of all
residential streets destroyed by trucks and other
vehicles seeking to avoid paying the toll.
Mr MacleUan intezjected
Mrs MADDIGAN - I am sure the minister is not
happy to hear these things because the government has
not been able to provide a satisfactory response to them.

Mr MacleUan - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, the honourable member has been going on for
some time making the second-reading debate
contribution that she apparently missed making when
the original bill was put before Parliament. I ask you,
Mr Acting Speaker, to bring her back to the bill before
us, which is not on the subject that she is discussing.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArtbur)Order! I remind the honourable member for Essendon
that this is an amendment bill. It is relatively narrow
and technical and, while she is entitled to make a
passing reference to other matters and certainly to the
principal act, she is not entitled to spend her whole
contnbution speaking on something the government
has previously decided. She should spend the majority
of her time on the bill.
Mrs MADDIGAN - I am referring to the cost of
roads to residents because of the toll, and why it is so
unfair. It may be of no concern to the minister - in fact
I think it would be fair to say it shows how little notice
he has taken of the many representations people in my
electorate have made, which are of no interest to
him--

Mr Maclellan - On a further point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention to the fact
that the minister seems to be totally immune to your
counselling for her to discuss something that is in the
bill. She is again defying you. What she is saying is that
I do not have any regard to her previous
communications or communications from people in her
electorate. That is not what is in the bill. If the bill were
talking about correspondence it might be quite
appropriate for her to mention the matters she is trying
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to mention, but she is rabbiting on in the way she wants
to.
Mrs MADDIGAN - On the point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, the bill is the main vehicle for
putting the tolls into place - -

Mr Maclellan - It is not
Mrs MADDIGAN - The bill provides for a
number of activities in relation to the way the tolls are
going to be collected.

My point relates to transponders, fines for not paying
appropriately and a number of other issues connected
with the operation of a tolling system on the
Tullamarine Freeway. I was linking the cost with an
article about the effect of tolls on freeways and people.
I am more than happy, and have plenty of time, to go
through the other clauses of the bill so the minister need
not worry, but tolls are a significant part of the bill.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur)Order! It is clear from the honourable member's
response to the point of order raised by the minister that
she does understand the parameters of the bill. It would
be wise for her to confme herself in future to the issues
in the bill and not to any in principal debate upon the
merits or otherwise of tolls on roads.

Mrs MADDIGAN - The honourable member for
Benambra showed a lack of understanding about how
transponders operate. He kept intexjecting when the
honourable member for Thomastown was speaking,
saying that the transponders were free. That is so, but it
is neither here nor there if the transponder cannot be
used until a minimum of$50 is paid into one's account.
It is incorrect to say it is a great benefit. Based on
previous announcements - and what a coincidence
this is - the cost of a transponder was to be $50.
However, there was such an outcry from the
community about the cost and the unfairness of having
to own a transponder before one could use the road that
the government said, 'No, we won't do that. We will
show how generous we are and make transponders
free - but you have to put $50 into your account
before you can actually use it'! The people of Victoria
did not come down in the last shower of rain, so they
are not likely to fall for that one! Saying that the
transponders are free and give people access to the
freeway is quite wrong.

The honourable member for Bulleen told us that
dangerous vehicles - Mr Maclellan - Just try referring to the bill once!
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur)Order! The minister will allow the member to continue
unassisted
Mrs MADDIGAN - It is interesting that the
minister-Mr Maclellan interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur) Order! The minister is not assisting the Chair.
Mr Maclellan - Please try the bill. You won't like

it!
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur)Order! The minister would greatly assist the Chair if he
allowed the honourable member for Essendon, now that
she is back on the bill, to get on with the debate
unassisted.
Mrs MADDIGAN - It seems the minister has two
different rules in this house and I suppose that would
come as no surprise to anyone who has seen him in
operation - particularly in the planning area. He seems
to be happy for the honourable member for Bulleen to
discuss issues relating to the use of the tunnel for tolling
but he does not like to hear it from the opposition.

Indeed, I pick up what the honourable member for
Bulleen seemed to be saying, which was that it was a
wonderful project because vehicles carrying dangerous
goods would not be able to go through the tunnel. That
might be fine for the tunnel but ifhe thinks it makes the
residents who live near the tunnel feel happier to have
the vehicles going down their side streets, I can assure
him that he is very wrong. I hoped that when the project
was designed that sort of thing would have been taken
into account
Unfortunately I do not have time to go through all the
provisions of the bill. I can only assume the minister
was not here when the honourable member for
Thomastown spoke about many of them.
In fact, nothing in the bill gives much joy to the people
of Victoria who can see how much they will have to
pay for using the City Link. The honourable member
for Thomastown pointed out the clear concerns about
the privacy clauses. I noticed a lot of toing and froing
between the honourable members for Prahran and
Bulleen and the officers of the Melbourne City Link
Authority. Obviously they feel nervous because they
handed across papers for use by the honourable
member for Bulleen. I am not sure what those papers
were because the honourable member for Bulleen did
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not show any insight or clarity of mind about the
provisions of the bill. Perhaps he misread the papers!
The bill is one of a series the opposition will oppose
because it does not believe that tolling is a fair way of
funding roads. It does not believe the provisions of the
bill are satisfactory. I will finish on the topic of the
government's response to motorbike riders: it is more
ludicrous than one could imagine. A friend of mine
arrived at the transponder trial on his motor bike. They
could not put his transponder on the window of his
motor bike so they said, 'We don't know where you
can put it. Just shove it into your pocket and she'll be
right'. I do not know if many people would like
electromagnetic items in their pockets, but certainly my
friend was somewhat miffed by it. Another person was
later told, 'We can attach it to the window sometime'.
When he pointed out that his bike did not have a front
window, they had no idea what to do. Another
suggestion that has just come up is to put it on a
motorbike helmet. That is just amazing and has brought
great scorn from motorbike riders.
Mr Hulls interjected.
Mrs MADDIGAN - Great scorn from motorbike
riders! What a fascinating prospect the honourable
member for Niddrie has just raised. Perhaps it would be
possible for a transponder number to be caught on a
bank camera - if one wore one's motorbike helmet
into a bank!

The opportunities for fraud are wide. In the transponder
trial 6 per cent of readings were not picked up, which is
very significant in terms of the money that is required.
Funding roads by tolls is unfair and the opposition will
continue to oppose bills that are unfair and unjust to the
people in Victoria, particularly the people in the
western suburbs.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - I support the
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill principally
because I am a country member of Parliament If
country people driving to the city want a single thing
that will shorten their driving time from a countIy area
to the city, it is City Link. No other single roadworks
will provide the same significant amount of time saving
that City Link will give to country motorists. Most
country people do not think about that; they think City
Link is designed for city people.

The charge depends on how often one uses City Link.
The cost of using it is commensurate with the number
of times it is used, so country motorists should not have
anything to fear from it. They should recognise that this
single project will do more for country motorists than
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anything else because it will save time spent travelling
to and from the city on a regular basis. How often do
country motorists have to come to the city, particularly
when they are sick and need to attend specialist
hospitals? How often do you hear them complain that
they are not used to the volume of traffic, the traffic
jams and the time that it takes to get somewhere? City
Link will make a bigger difference than any other
single roadworks.
I was appalled when listening to the honourable
member for Thomastown. He talked about a winter of
discontent - I am not quite sure from where he stole
that phrase! However, how many winters of discontent
did the population of Victoria suffer while waiting for
this government to come office in 1992? How often
was the Eastern Freeway called the eastern car park
because of the time delays experienced in travelling
along it to anywhere? Bit by bit this government has
pegged back those bottlenecks, the spots where there
are enormous hold-ups, the backups of traffic morning
and night during peak period. City Link will do more
for both metropolitan and country-to-city travellers than
any other single thing.
I had an argument with the honourable member for
Thomastown about the cost of registration. He
suggested that my intelligence was lacking on the basis
that I did not understand what the cost of registration
was. I make it clear: registration is free. People will put
up their first $50, which is a prepayment for the use of
that freeway. Registration and the transponder are free.
I direct my speech to country motorists, to whom I
suggest that if they think they might be using the streets
of Melbourne on any regular basis they get a
transponder. I suggest they put up $50 because even if
they do not use it, it will cost them only $20 a year for
administration and the convenience of having the
transponder available to them. That is option No. 1. If
they use City Link on a regular basis they will pay for
the use of the toll road as will a city user.
The next option for a country user of City Link is the
purchase of a daily ticket. Those tickets will be
available at post offices in country areas as well as in
the city. If a country motorist is travelling to the city but
is not sure whether he will use the toll road, he simply
needs to purchase a daily ticket at his local post office.
It is a fraction of the cost required to park one's vehicle
for the day. The cost is not prohIbitive. Country
motorists who do not understand what the City Link
will do for them should not worry about stopping on the
side of the road to buy a ticket or ensuring that they are
in the right lane. They will be able to follow the lane to
where they want to go. Ifby chance they have not
purchased a ticket they can pay for it at a later stage.
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They will get a warning, but they can pay for it later.
My advice to them is to go to the post office and buy a
daily ticket. They will soon discover how the system
works and how cheap it is.
The third option for country users is to make a
telephone booking for a daily ticket. You need only
provide the registration number of your motor vehicle
and the number of your credit card I direct those issues
to the attention of the house because many country
people are unsure what City Link will mean for them.
They will have three alternatives. I advise them not to
be afraid of using City Link: but to pick up one of the
three options I have outlined today.
Mr CARLI (Coburg) - The honourable member
for Benambra rightly points out the lack of knowledge
country motorists have of the toll road. The boundary
of my electorate stretches along the Tullamarine
Freeway leading onto the City Link, and my
constituents know what it will mean for them.
On previous occasions in the house I have spoken about
City Link and its impact on my electorate, and I am
concerned about several issues relating to it. I know the
bill deals specifically with administration, tolling and
privacy issues, but it should be said again that the Labor
members representing the northern suburbs of
Melbourne have expressed a continuing concern about
the adequacy of measures, including landscaping, the
quality of noise walls and traffic management plans
along the path of the City Link. Even on Transurban's
estimates 25 per cent of the traffic that could use the
City Link will divert into side streets and secondary
roads.

I know some progress has been made because a strong
stance has been taken by the Labor members
representing the northern suburbs, the residents and the
councils in that area in negotiations with Transurban,
which have resulted in a number of improvements
being made to landscaping, the quality of noise walls
and traffic management issues.
Tolling is a critical issue in my electorate. The
Tullamarine Freeway is not simply a road that takes
people from Pascoe Vale West, Coburg and other
suburbs to the city or eastern suburbs. It is a road on
which they travel as part of their normal daily journeys.
I have argued previously that Transurban should
consider that issue when setting the tolling charges. The
City of Moreland has also been concerned about the
implications of tolling on the freeway between
Moreland and Brunswick roads.
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That part of the freeway is a major road for residents of
surrounding subwbs. The road is a public asset and a
major thoroughfare. It is a public road and should
remain a public road. It should not be a toll road.
Transurban has indicated that the short ride between
Moreland and Brunswick roads will cost residents $1
for single journey vehicles and 50 cents for single
journey motorcycles. That is an enormous burden on
people who use the road daily.
There is an argument that the new bridges and tunnels
can be tolled for motorists who want to use them
because they are new areas and the government's
policy is for tolling, but it makes no sense to toll
existing roads that are public assets and built by
taxation. Most of the Tullamarine Freeway should be
toll free. The City of Moreland, the residents and I have
taken that position for some time. The Eastern Freeway
has undergone major improvements but tolling does not
apply to it. The $1 fee for single journey vehicles and
the $50 for a transponder are significant costs for
people of moderate incomes, as the vast majority of
people are in my electorate.
Many people will need to make the journey along that
section of the freeway several times a day, so it will be
a significant cost to them. If motorists choose not to use
the freeway they will be part of the 25 per cent of
vehicles estimated by Transurban that will use other
minor or secondary roads. Those people will be caught
up in the traffic management anangements that will be
sought by residents. My constituents will be the big
losers, and they know it. They have consistently made
their views about the road known to me at public
meetings, during discussions with me and negotiations
with Transurban.
The other issue to which I refer and which is a product
of the concerns of the local residents was raised during
the last state election at the polling booths ofCoburg,
and I note the same thing occurred at polling booths in
other electorates surrounding the freeway. They raised
the implications of the freeway on their lives.
The swing to the Labor Party was 18 per cent compared
with a less than 9 per cent swing at other Coburg voting
booths. The residents' concerns about the freeway tolls
have never been met, but it is not too late for that
section of the Tullamarine Freeway to remain untolled.
The toll could be applied further south than that
freeway section which residents have used frequently
and daily - that is, between Moreland and Brunswick
roads. It would make more sense if the section of
freeway to be tolled started at the Dynon Road bridge
or at Racecourse Road. Residents who live near the
freeway would appreciate that change.
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An advantage in the use of transponders on the freeway
is that they allow good traffic flows, with motorists not
having to stop to pay a toll, but the use of that
technology provides an extraordinary amount of
information to Transurban. The government would be
aware of how important that information could be:
Transurban or other private or public organisations
could sell or use that information.
The maintenance of the right to privacy becomes a
critical issue in the use of the information gathered by
the freeway transponders. Initially I was satisfied that
that issue had been properly addressed in the bilL but
my later reading of it caused me concern in that it led
me to believe that the minister and the police will have
enormous scope in their judgment on the way that
information can be used. People can be spied on as they
move from one area of the freeway to another.
My fear became more acute this week after the release
of the Ombudsman's report on the operations of
intelligence and other police units - based,
coincidentally, in West Brunswick near the Tullamarine
Freeway - which had spied on dissidents and radical
groups in Melbourne. That group used a whole host of
surveillance equipment I would not like to see similar
police groups, ASIO or other organisations carry out
further surveillance as a result of information gathered
from the transponders.
In the bill the government attempts to say that power
over the release of any information obtained by
Transurban would be controlled by the government.
However, we need to go further and work out more
explicitly the protocols or bases on which that
information can be used. I know it is difficult to
prescribe in legislation all implied or other intentions
behind it, but certain conditions should be laid down.
The legislation says the minister or the police can
exercise flexibility in their use of the information. That
particularly concerned me in the week I read the
Ombudsman's report that I referred to earlier. I have a
history of involvement in many of the groups spied on
by those police groups; I would not like that practice of
spying on people to continue. I believe that is not in
itself the aim or desire of Transwban or the
government, but the information available is a net
product of the technology. Our ability to use the
information gained from the use of that technology is
what concerns me.
The bill does not deal with the concerns I have raised
on many occasions about City Link. I strongly opposed
its construction, but now I must accept its presence.
Now the issue that most concerns my constituents is the
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imposition of tolls on certain parts of the freeway which
they have used daily for many years. A one-way drive
on the freeway between Moreland and Brunswick roads
will cost a motorist $1 and the retumjourney, $2.
According to Transurban, the maximum daylight rate
for a one-way trip will be $3.77. I have spoken to many
people who use that road several times on any given
day. They say that charge is not much good to them. As
I said earlier, the toll should not be imposed on my
constituents who regularly use the freeway between
Moreland and Brunswick roads, or, at the very least, a
major toll concession should be applied to people who
live near and use the freeway frequently.
This bill flies in the face of the needs of my community.
Many concerns have been expressed about City Link.
Improvements have been made to landscaping and
noise attenuation works. I oppose the bill because it
imposes a toll on established communities and people
who have become accustomed to using the road for
many years on a daily basis. We need to face up to a
whole range of privacy considerations in the use of new
technologies, through which much information is
available to public and private corporations. We need to
provide a security of privacy so people know they are
not being spied on or that they can move through the
city and not be under the control of Big Brother.
Ms BURKE (Prabran) - The bill is made up of
45 clauses in five parts and a further four amendments
are to be moved by the minister. Part 1 deals with the
pmpose, commencement and definition of the principal
act Clauses 4 to 33 in part 2 contain amendments to the
principal act. Clauses 34 to 37 in part 3 - an important
part of the bill, complementary to the principal act contain amendments to the Ombudsman Act. Part 4
contains clauses 38 to 41, which amend the Transport
Act Those clauses deal with the transfer of
responsibility for the new City Link freeway from the
government to Transurban.

Part 5 includes amendments to the Impounding of
Livestock Act, the Magistrates' Court Act and the Road
Transport (Dangerous Goods) Act The debate today
has been very much on the architectural design of City
Link. The house has heard the opinions of opposition
members about the existing act
The importance of the act is that it refines much of what
has already been achieved We know so much more
about the fine detail that was probably not taken into
account in the original legislation because the actual
work was not being done. Obviously, it is not until the
road is up and running that you start to face the issues
before you.
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Generally the amendments will finetune the City Link
legislation in readiness for its opening next year to
ensure that Victorians will be using an electronic tolling
system that operates safely, securely, and most
importantly, fairly. That important part of the bill has
not been discussed as extensively as I would have liked.
The bill aims to strengthen and extend the privacy
provisions that will protect City Link users. The bill
will reinforce the procedure to ensure the smooth
introduction of electronic tolling in Melbourne.
Although the system proposed for Melbourne is not yet
up and running and is hardly known about in other parts
of the world, it will rank with the best systems
worldwide. I congratulate not only Transurban but also
the people at the Melbourne City Link Authority who
listen to the concerns of the public every day about
privacy and have put in a tremendous effort in ensuring
that those concerns have been dealt with.
Sometimes I think the opposition has distorted the facts.
There is only a short amount of time for debate on the
bill, but I hope that the contributions of government
members will make the facts clearer. The privacy
provisions in the existing act are fairly stringent, but the
changes will broaden the scope of that protection and
provide for rigorous protection on access to information
by the police. The enhancements in the bill will put the
Melbourne City Link privacy provisions at the forefront
of Australian privacy legislation.
The City Link tolling technology will record the
movements of vehicles, not drivers. It is important to
restate that the tag will be free and using the system will
be simple. Motorists will register their interest in using
the system either for a day at a time or as a continual
user. Motorists who go on to roads and have not
registered can ring and inform the appropriate area
because no action will be taken before midday the
following day. The distinctive blue and yellow signage
will make it obvious to motorists that they have driven
on to a toll road.
The privacy provisions will protect the public and
govern the tolling information in two ways. They will
widen the scope of the legislation to deal with both the
material to be captured and the organisations that can
access the information. The changes will mean that
tolling information of a personal nature may be used
only for authorised purposes, regardless of how it is
obtained. In many instances commonwealth legislation
will prevail on issues such as what information can be
destroyed, for example. The shadow Minister for
Transport said the information should be destroyed In a
number of instances commonwealth legislation
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overrides state legislation and prohIbits such
destruction.
A number of people are concerned that the police may
have access to the tolling records. However, access by
the police will be under very strict supervision and
subject to review by the Ombudsman. A police officer
will be permitted to obtain access to information only
when he or she has written consent from a senior police
officer, and only for the purpose of investigation or
prosecution of an indictable offence, such as robbery or
assault. The legislation clarifies the demarcation
between Transurban and the state government in
respect of their respective responsibilities to customers.
I turn to the issue of how many offences a motorist can
be prosecuted per trip. Previously a driver could have
been proceeded against in respect of six offences per
trip, but that has been clarified. In addition the penalty
will be reduced in the introductory stage of the system.
There are no precedents so it is important to give people
a chance to get comfortable with the process.
The other issue concerning fines needs to be clearly
defined. Clause 20 in part 2 of the bill refers to a
$100 fine. The amount of the fine is the same as applies
in cases of fare evasion on trams and trains under the
Transport Act It is also important to deal with what the
opposition's transport spokesman said on this issue. It
should be clearly stated that under this act the $100 fine
applies only if the fine is paid If the matter goes to the
court the court may decide to impose a higher penalty.
That is a matter between the evader and the court. It is
not the government's role to be saying the penalty
should be the same for any evasion.
The other issue in contention is land tax. The area of
land allocated for the front office and administrative
area of City Link is currently under the Melbourne City
Council, and it does not pay land tax or council rates.
The amendment provides for land tax and council rates
to be paid on both the City Link control site and the
customs service centre despite parts of those two sites
being within the project's land. Normally such land
would be exempt from a requirement to pay land tax
but that will not apply in respect of the two sites in
question. They are business centres and tax will be paid
on them. It is important to mention that fact, which is
sometimes missed.
The government proposes important amendments to the
bill that are necessary because the road will be
controlled for so many years by a private company.
Currently under the Dangerous Goods Act
contaminated and dangerous goods cannot be taken
through tunnels, and a provision to that effect has been
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introduced into the legislation. The issues of giving tow
trucks access to remove vehicles and the removal of
dead animals and anything else that might need to be
removed from the roadway are also addressed.
I congratulate the Melbourne City Link Authority. It
has done a magnificent job of providing protection for
customers and the community. Many hours of
discussion were involved in the process. The bill is a
fine example of the way the government looks forward
to the next century. It is extremely important to
Melbourne to have traffic that flows. Those who are
interested in the environment, as I am, are thrilled that
our roads will no longer be choked up with traffic and
the volume of exhaust fumes polluting the environment
will be reduced Those matters will become more
relevant for us all in the future.
Before I conclude I wish to read an article published in
the Moonee Valley Gazette of27 October 1997. I was
interested to read in the article a comment about a letter
that was distnbuted around the Essendon area by the
state secretary of the ALP, John Lenders, whom I do
not know.
Mr Langdon - He knows you!
Ms BURKE - Good. He needs to know me, but I
do not need to know him. He is obviously an intelligent
man.

According to the letter Mr Lenders says there are a
number of things about the Kennett government that
Labor is not happy about. That is understandable. On
the other hand, he says that City Link, the new
Museum, the art gallery and Federation Square are all
things to look forward to.
I think that gentleman understands community wants.
While there is a responsibility to ensure the public
transport system runs smoothly - and usage has
increased - there is also a responsibility to ensure that
road users have an efficient, workable and
environmentally friendly road system. I wish the bill
good passage.
Ms CAMPBELL (pascoe Vale) - The Melbourne
City Link Act becomes more insidious with every
amendment made to it The core of the Melbourne City
Link (Amendment) Bill is rotten. Residents of
electorates surrounding City Link and people living in
the country take offence at having to pay for roads that
are currently operational. It is offensive that criminal
charges can be laid against a person who fails to
register his or her vehicle before using City Link. The
government says we should take it on trust. It would
have us believe that everything will be rosy and cool
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once City Link is operational and that both the spirit
and the letter of the law will be maintained.
Constituents of my electorate and the others
surrounding City Link who currently use the
TulIamarine Freeway ask why they should take the
government on trust? They were told that the section 5
consultations on landscaping and noise walls would be
thorough and that their concerns would be listened to
and action taken to address them. All along the length
of the Tullamarine Freeway that has proved to be
totally false, with the exception of an area where a class
action was suggested - after which the government
decided it should listen. There could be more class
actions because the government has failed both to
consult and to honour the letter and spirit of the
section 5 consultations.
Excellent examples of that include the rears of homes in
Lind Street and the sides of homes in Vemon Street,
both of which are in my electorate. The government
constantly sees itself as the champion of open
government. However, although the residents of those
streets spoke with representatives from City Link and
attended meetings - some of which I attended - they
were forced to resort to FOI to obtain documents on the
section 5 consultations on their noise walls. Those
documents do not contain one sentence about their
requests for transparent sound walls for the houses in
those streets.
The landscaping is a joke. Again, the schedule 5
consultations have been ignored. The government
promised that the Moonee Ponds Creek - or the
Moonee Ponds drain, which it becomes along the lower
reaches of the Tullamarine tollway - would be
returned to its natural beauty. It should not be news to
honourable members that the Moonee Ponds Creek was
never a concrete drain, and in its natural state it
certainly did not have bright red poles sticking out of it.
In my electorate the horrible red uprights that protrude
from the creek are known as the rack of lamb.
I return to the amendments the house is debating.
Clause 15 substitutes proposed new sections 73 to 73E
for section 73 of the principal act. Those amendments
will bring the full force of the law down on a person
who drives on City Link in a vehicle without a
transponder. For that massive offence against humanity,
a fine of$500 is imposed.
The Road Safety (Procedures) Regulations 1998 set out
the fines imposed for traffic offences, some of which
are below $500. Section 6 of the regulations states that
if a large vehicle is driven more than 30 kilometres an
hour but less than 40 kilometres an hour above the

speed limit, the driver is fined $450. If a large vehicle
exceeds the speed limit by more than 40 kilometres an
hour but less than 45 kilometres an hour, the fine is also
$450. Does the government seriously believe it is more
offensive to drive your car along City Link without a
transponder than to drive a large vehicle more than
45 kilometres an hour above the speed limit? I do not
think so, but that is what honourable members are
expected to agree to at 4 0' clock.
If you overtake a tram by passing to its right currently
you are fined $165. Most people in the community
would believe it is exceedingly dangerous to drive to
the right of a tram. However, according to the
legislation it is three times worse to drive on City Link
without a transponder. If you increase your speed or fail
to move to the left when being overtaken, the fine is
$165. If a child under eight is not restrained in the front
seat, the driver of the car is fined $165. If a child under
eight is not restrained in the rear seat when a restraint is
available, again the driver is fined $165. Carrying a
passenger aged between 8 and 18 who is not restrained
when a restraint is available also attracts a fine of$165.
The government is saying it is three times worse to
drive on City Link without registering your vehicle than
to drive with an unrestrained child in your car.
I now turn to drink-driving offences. If you drive with a
blood alcohol level above .05 you are fined $240,
which is less than half the fine for driving on City Link
without a transponder. As you go through the range of
driving offences - Mr Maclellan interjected.

Ms CAMPBELL -

I intend to, Minister.

Mr Maclellan - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, the honourable member for Pascoe Vale is
guilty of tedious repetition. In dealing with one aspect
of the bill- the penalty units for one offence - she is
characteristically boasting that she is reading from a list
of other penalties. She is repeating penalty after penalty
after penalty and not addressing the substance of the
bill.

Ms CAMPBELL - On the point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I am discussing clause 15 of the
bill which amends section 73 of the act. I am also
referring to penalty points and analysing why the bill is
totally wrong when it provides for $500 fines - -

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur)Order! I understand the point the honourable member is
trying to make. I am interested to hear the honourable
member's rebuttal of the point of order.
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Ms CAMPBELL - The opposition opposes the
bill, and I am explaining why. The provision which
amends section 73A is a particularly insidious aspect of
the bill. I am simply explaining 10 you why it is
insidious, Mr Acting Speaker.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArtbur) Order! The minister has raised a point of order relating
to tedious repetition. Although the honourable member
is perfectly entitled to make a point by comparing
different types of penalties, I direct her attention to the
limited time allowed for debate and suggest that she has
well and truly made her point. The honourable member
may wish to turn to other matters.
Ms CAMPBELL - I was referring 10 various
provisions of the Road Safety (Procedures) Regulations
and the drink-driving provisions. There are many other
provisions in the regulations that require the attention of
both the minister and the house.

I refer the minister to the question of licensing.
Motorists who do not register their vehicle are liable to
a fine of up 10 $500. The non-registration of a vehicle is
a serious offence and the opposition is concerned about
such matters. However, we do not believe it equates to
driving on City Link without a transponder. If the
government finds this line of argument offensive, it is
simply because it has not done its homework. I suggest
the minister should acquaint himself with the
regulations and run through every one of them. They
refer to large vehicles, speeding, failing 10 give way,
failing 10 stop, signalling, overtaking, safety procedures
and, in particular, drink-driving.
I believe those provisions represent an absolute abuse
of all Victorians. The provisions abuse law-abiding
citizens because criminal charges can be laid for failing
to register their vehicles. Big deal! The offence is not so
serious that criminal charges should be laid on them.
No other business or commercial body in this state has
the same force of the law behind it That is what makes
these provisions so offensive. The proposed legislation
is also unfair to people living in electorates such as
Gisbome, Sunbury and Narracan where residents with
high petrol expenses will now also have to pay City
Link fees - and pay them up-front
It was suggested to me today that the honourable
member for Benambra's comment that '$1.50 is a small
price to pay for access to smooth travel in this city' is
an ~"1ounding remark 10 make. The person who said
that told me she had 56 cents in her bank account and
was waiting on her pay so that she could withdraw
some money. Members of this house are well paid.
Many other people have company cars or work for

1239

companies that will pick up the City Link tab. It is
offensive to expect private citizens 10 have $50 readily
available to give to the City Link Authority for it to
earn interest on at their expense.
The tolls are unpopular right across Melbourne. The
honourable member for Mitcham surveyed 1200 homes
in North Blackburn and found that 85 per cent of
households oppose any toll on the Eastern Freeway.
The bill before the house lays the groundwork for tolls
on other freeways - Mr Maclellan - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, I again draw your attention to the fact that the
honourable member is having difficulty addressing the
bill. I suggest that it is probably because she is unaware
of its contents. She is not at liberty to fill in time talking
about tolls as a substitute for talking about the
provisions of the bill. The honourable member did this
earlier with penalties until you drew her attention to her
repetitiousness. Now she is being repetitious about
tolls, something she might properly have discussed
when the originating legislation was before the house,
or even at some subsequent occasion when an
amending bill that related to tolls in a substantial way
was before the house.

The question of whether tolls are popular or unpopular
was discussed in the earlier legislation. It is not
appropriate for the honourable member to dwell on that
subject now.
Mr Batchelor - On the point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, the bill is about making changes to the
Melbourne City Link Act concerning administration
and enforcement of the tolls and a host of other matters.
Any member is entitled to talk about tolls in a generic
and general sense. It is inappropriate for the minister to
take vexatious and frivolous points of order simply to
use up the time available to the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale and to prevent her from making political
statements. You should reject the minister's point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, because it is irrelevant and is
purely designed to waste time. The government will
shortly guillotine the bill and prevent honourable
members from speaking further on it. The point of
order raised by the minister is an example of the
intentions that will be unfolded very shortly.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArthur)Order! I remind the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale that this is an amending bill. We are not debating
the principal act that was before the house some time
ago. Although the honourable member is entitled to
make a passing reference 10 tolls, she is not entitled to
debate the issue at length.
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Ms CAMPBELL - It delights me to see that the
minister cannot cope with the dramatic effect the
question of tolls will have on him and on the outcome
of the forthcoming election.

The bill deals extensively with privacy provisions. I
hope they will be administered better than the way
provisions dealing with the secrecy of data collected by
this government are being handled. When I was first
elected as a member of this house, one of the first
matters I raised on the adjournment debate concerned
the fact that the government could not adequately
ensure privacy - -

Mr Maclellan - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, the honourable member is now debating the
adjournment debate.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McArtbur)Order! There is no point of order.
Ms CAMPBELL - It is with great pleasure that I
state that this bill is absolutely rotten to the core. It has
absolutely nothing to do with good transport policy. It
is about making criminals out of law-abiding citizens
and about driving on City Link without a transponder
being more offensive than driving when one is over .05.
It is with great glee that I vote against this bill.

McGrath, Mr J. F.
McGrath,MrW. D.

House divided on motioD:

Noes, 30

Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean,Or
Dixon, Mr (Teller)
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr

Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour, Mr (Teller)
Lean,Mr
Leigh, Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs

McLellan.Mr
Maclellan. Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or

Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr

Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A. F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E. R (Teller)
Smith, Mr I. W.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr

Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr

Kosky,Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr

Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr

Lim,Mr

Cameron,Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli,Mr
Curmingham, Mr
Davies, Ms (Teller)
Delahwlty, Ms
Dollis, Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett,Ms

Loney,Mr

Maddigan. Mrs
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr

Pandazopoulos, Mr
Robinson, Mr (Teller)
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Haenneyer, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Circulated amendments
Circulated government amendments as follows agreed to:
1.

Clause 31, after line 6 insert'(a) in paragraph (a), for "advising that tolls are payable for
the use of the toU zone, the range of tolls payable and
the available exists from the road before
commencement of the toll zone" substitute "and
prescribing the infonnation to be provided by such
notices";'.

2.

Clause 40, page 48, line 2, omit "depot" and insert "place".

3.

Clause 41, line 13, omit "depot" and insert "place".

4.

Clause 41, line 14, omit "depot" and insert "place".

Ayes, 50
Andrighetto, Mr

Wells,Mr

Andrianopoulos, Mr

Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed
under sessional orders for me to intenupt business has
arrived.

Wade,Mrs

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

CHATTEL SECURITIES (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 October; motion of Mrs WADE
(Attorney-General).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
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I congratulate and thank Paul Gallagher, the garden
manager. It is a great pleasure to work in this
Parliament as part of the democratic process, but it is
also a pleasure because the surrounds of this place are
wonderfully maintained. One day before I retire in the
year 2016 I look forward to seeing the temporary
accommodation at the back of this place removed from
the gardens and seeing proper accommodation for
members.

Adult Parole Board - Report for the year 1997-98
Equal Opportunity Commission - Report for the year
1997-98 - Ordered to be printed

Freedom of Infonnation Act 1982 - Report of the
Attorney-General on the operation of the Act for the year
1997-98
Housing Guarantee Fund - Report for the year 1997-98
Legal Practice Board - Report for the year 1997-98

Public Advocate - Report for the year 1997-98 - Ordered
to printed

Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal- Report for the year
1997-98
Victoria Legal Aid - Report for the year 1997-98
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine - Report for the
year 1997-98.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Christmas felicitations
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - We have come to that
time of the year when we can all say goodbye to each
other. I extend to the chamber officers my thanks on
behalf of the government for the work they have done
over the past year, and I particularly thank: the staff of
the table and papers offices and the attendants. As
always, I thank those who record our wonderful
speeches for history - the Hansard reporters and the
Editor, Carolyn Williams. At times it is not always
easy, but one way or another they manage, and we
thank them indeed.
I know this will not necessarily be supported by all, but
I extend my particular thanks to Christine Haydon,
CEO of the Department ofParliamentaIy Services. She
has a difficult task in trying to meet the demands of a
great number of politicians, all of who think they are
more important than everybody else. The system in this
place is very antiquated and she is trying desperately to
pull it up by its bootstraps. Regardless of the abuse she
receives from time to time, we thank her and her staff
We look forward to continuing to work with her next
year.

For those ofus who have been around for a long time
one particular change of note occurred in the gardens
this year. I refer to the recent loss of the peppercorn tree
from the car park. I was disappointed to see it go
because it had been there for many years. It had been in
failing health over the past decade as the area in which
it was planted was increasingly asphalted for car
parking. I must admit that it was a sad moment when I
came in one morning and saw that it had been removed
after 22 years, and I am sure that would be the same for
you, Mr Speaker, the Minister for Planning and Local
Government, the honourable member for Polwarth and
others.
I thank the catering staff - Syd Koehrer and his crew.
We are often speechless when talking about the
catering staff, but we thank them for the way they look
after us. It is not easy, particularly late at night. I thank
Brian Bourke and the maintenance staff and the parking
attendant, Bill Schober. I also thank Michael Purdy of
the information technology unit That is an area that
will obviously consume more and more time of the
officers of this Parliament, just as it will consume the
time of members of Parliament as they come to grips
with new technology as it is successively introduced.
I turn to the parliamentary library. We thank Bruce
Davidson, the librarian, very much indeed for his and
his staff's continuing service. We thank Rowena
Armstrong, who is the parliamentary counsel, and her
staff - we sit here as the recipients of their work,
particularly when legislation has to be introduced with
little notice, as was the case with the legislation on
royal commission - very much indeed. It is not always
easy, but they are exceptionally professional.
We thank the protective services officers around the
building very much. They look after our security and
have done so very professionally this year.
To the members of the media who as we can see are
dwelling on every word I am uttering, thank you very
much indeed for covering the Parliament. This is
probably the most accurate reporting we will get of the
proceedings this year.
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As I have said, I want to thank our table officers for the
work they have done, and I want particularly to direct
the attention of the house to the pending retirement of
Phil Mithen, who retires on 18 November, which I
think is next Wednesday. He will then have completed
just over 36 years as a public servant, almost all of it,
with the exception of 10 months, in this Parliament 16 years with the Legislative Council and 20 years with
the Legislative Assembly.

Phil has followed a long line of individuals who have
had both the honour and the responsibilities of being
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, including the great
responsibility of maintaining the traditions and ensuring
the good functioning of this Parliament To you, Phil, to
your wife, Kay, and to your two children, we wish all
the very best in your retirement, and we hope you will
feel free to drop in here from time to time.

Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr KENNETI - Mind you, it can't be that hard a
job, because I reckon you look a lot younger than
people 10 years younger than your age.
An Honourable Member - Tony Sheehan sends
his regards.

Mr KENNETI - I should perhaps mention that
Tony Sheehan sends his regards, just in case it is not
mentioned by the other side - and Carol Marple also
sends her regards.
An Honourable Member - And so does Roger
Pescott.

Mr KENNETf - You can have Roger Pescott,
we'll have Carol. We were looking around to try to find
how we could recognise this auspicious moment, and
the Deputy Premier suggested perhaps we could get a
basket of fruit from the market. But we thought if we
did that some on the other side might consider it a perk
of office, so all you leave with is our thanks and good
wishes.
Mr Speaker, I extend to you our thanks for the way you
have presided over this place and the Parliament as a
whole, and to your deputy and to the temporary
chairmen :from both sides of the house over the year.
Perhaps we have not sat for as long as some members
on the other side would like - for others, given the
quality of the debate, we have obviously sat far too
long. We have always said this Parliament should sit
when it has business to do, not just to occupy days in
the week, days in the month or days in the year. We
thank you very much indeed, and we wish you and your
family well over the Christmas period.
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I extend to the opposition all the best over the
Christmas break. It is not for me to outline what you
should be doing over that period and how you should
be utilising your time in terms of a mix of hard work,
pleasure and, of course, family. I hope you all have a
good break and get through the festive season safely.
To my colleagues on this side of the house, I can only
say it's been another great year. As you can always see,
Mr Speaker, we have always enjoyed each other's
company tremendously.
MrHullsinteIjected.
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member for
Niddrie has once again pushed the button that sets the
crackle running.
Government members are fortunate that we go into this
Christmas period in good health - united, full of joy
and thanksgiving, with a great deal of fellowship. I
thank each of my colleagues very much indeed for their
work over the year and extend best wishes for good
health and a good Christmas season to them and their
families; and I can only suggest that they come back
ready for another exciting year.
I also thank very much indeed my own staff, both Craig
Foster here at Parliament House and the people who
service my requirements over at 1 Treasury Place. I am
often reminded of the demands my office makes on
them and their ready willingness to meet my
requirements as head of government. They work very
long hours for which they are not, in the main, well
remunerated, and their assistance leads in part to the
efficient management of the state. I extend my thanks
to them and their families and wish them all the very
best for the Christmas season.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I join
the Premier and all members of this house in extending
Christmas felicitations on behalf of the opposition. One
could say that these felicitations are somewhat
premature this year, occurring as they do six weeks
before Christmas. It is one of the earliest finishes to a
parliamentary sitting that we have had for some time.
Because of the early completion of this session we are
offering the goodwill of the season a number of weeks
earlier than usual.
I extend my felicitations and best wishes to the Clerk of
the Legislative Assembly, Phil Mithen. In his earlier
comments the Premier outlined some of PhiI Mithen's
achievements, but it is worth noting that Phil
commenced here in 1962 as Assistant Clerk of the
Papers in the Department of the Legislative Council
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and will conclude his work next Wednesday as the
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.
Phil was born in the 1940s. He commenced work with
the Public Service Board in Ianuary 1962 and
transferred to the Parliament of Victoria 10 months
later. As the Premier said, he has spent 36 years with
the Parliament in one form or another, beginning in
1962 as the Assistant Clerk of the Papers and running
right through until he joined the Department of the
Legislative Assembly in 1978. In 1995 he was
appointed Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.
We extend to Phil Mithen our best wishes for his future.
Phil has won the respect of all members of the
Parliament. In opposition, we have most to do with him
on Tuesday nights when we try to scramble together the
motion for Wednesday morning. We try to find a
motion that is in order, that concerns a definite matter
of public importance, that is a single item and anything
else I have left out; and we usually go to Phil Mithen
first.
The manager of opposition business, the honourable
member for Thomastown, undertakes those
negotiations on most occasions, and we thank Phil
Mithen for his great advice. On behalf of all members
on this side of the house we extend to him, his wife Kay
and his children the very best wishes for the future, and
we sincerely mean that.
I also extend Christmas felicitations to the other Clerks
of the Legislative Assembly - Ray Purdey and Marcus
Bromley, and GeoffWestcott, the Serjeant-at-Arms, for
their assistance during the year as well.
We also thank Paul Venosta, Mark Roberts and the
table office staff, as well as the Legislative Assembly
attendants, including the principal attendant, Warren
Smith. We have had a few long nights this session; we
have gone through until 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning
on a couple of occasions, and I thank them for their
perseverance and patience.
Mr Speaker, I also thank you for your contribution to

the Parliament and your guidance to opposition
members. The opposition has been pretty pleased this
week because it won points of order on each day of
sitting. We won one on Tuesday, one on Wednesday,
one on Thursday, and then today the honourable
member for Keilor took a point of order and you upheld
in his rnvour as well. We thank you for that.
I also extend our thanks to the Department of
Parliamentary Services staff. The Premier mentioned
Christine Haydon and the house committee. They need
to be congratulated for their work during 1998,
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particularly on a number of projects. The other night I
went out to the chookhouse, or Villa Annexo. I had not
been out there for some time but it is now a veritable
palace. It has been painted, improved and there is art on
display. It has been deloused. I saw the coveted garden
suite now occupied by the honourable member for Mill
Park. I saw Villa Professor Dollis, a magnificent suite
also out in Villa Annexo. It has been improved and I
thank Christine Haydon and the house committee for
that.
I also thank the parliamentary library staff: Bruce
Davidson, Gail Dunston, Ion Breukel, and the other
staff for their work, particularly in sponsoring the
parliamentary intern project. I know I speak for all
members of the house when I say what a wonderful
project the parliamentary interns project is. We are
grateful for both Melbourne and Monash universities
and the parliamentary library for that. I also thank
Megan Peniston-Bird, the education officer, for her
important work with schools, particularly with the
Children's Parliament.
The Premier mentioned the catering unit. Great strides
have been taken in that area. If you go upstairs to eat
now it is different; the food has been improved
immeasurably. The introduction of the pies during the
week has been a wonderful innovation, and it is an
example of what can be achieved in the dining rooms.
I thank the Hansard staff, ably led by the Editor,
Carolyn Williams. The Premier mentioned the
parliamentary gardens unit. The gardens here are
magnificent; they are sensational. It was a matter of
great regret that recently the peppercorn tree came
down. That tree was probably close to 100 years old
and it was unfortunate that the chainsaws demolished it.
I thank Brian Bourke and his team of engineers. The
parking attendant, Bill Schober, always does a fantastic
job. I understand we will have boom gates in the future
and security cameras. It is a pity that we will have
security cameras but apparently there have been some
incidents in the gardens and the cameras are necessary.
I also thank the staff of the parliamentary committees
and the parliamentary counsel, of course.
I thank my parliamentary colleagues, the shadow
cabinet and all members of the caucus for the great
support they have given me through 1998, during the
autumn session of Parliament and during this session.
Despite this being the shortest sitting year on record in
a non-election year in the history of this Parliament, the
parliamentary Labor Party has done exceptionally well
in bringing issues to the public attention and in setting
the public debate and agenda.
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I thank my deputy, the honourable member for Albert
Park; the manager of opposition business, the
honourable member for Thomastown; and finally the
state opposition staff-including my staff - for their
bard work and commitment throughout 1998. As the
Premier would recall from his glorious days in
opposition, the working conditions for opposition staff
are pretty average. Despite working in difficult
conditions they contribute tirelessly throughout the
year, and I thank them for that. I also want to single out
my former chief of staff, Julia Gillard, who is now the
federal member for Lalor. This week she made an
outstanding maiden speech in federal Parliament, where
I know she will have a long and successful career
representing her constituents in Melbourne's west.
Finally, I thank Pam Hansson from secretarial services,
who I understand is retiring after 16 years, for her
contnbution. She is unfortunately a one-eyed North
Melbourne supporter, but we will not hold that against
her. We wish her a happy retirement from this place.
May I extend to the Premier, his family and all
members of the government - as the Premier extended
to me and the state opposition - a safe Christmas,
particularly on the roads. The opposition looks forward
to seeing you all in this forum again early in the New
Year in February. Happy Christmas.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I join with the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition in recognising a range of people who
make the functioning of the Parliament possible: the
officers in the chamber, the table officers; those in the
Papers Office; the attendants; the Hansard reporters, led
by the Editor, Carolyn Williams; the Parliamentary
Services staff, from the secretary to the garden
manager; catering staff, the maintenance staff; the
parking attendants; the Parliamentary Librarian; and
parliamentary counsel, Rowena Armstrong.
I also join with the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in acknowledging the work of PhiI Mithen
who has served this Parliament for 36 years, which is
an extraordinary period. On all occasions he has carried
out his duties with good humour and grace, and has
always been of great assistance to members. I recall that
in our period in opposition, which seems so long ago
now, he was equally of assistance to us in drafting
resolutions and other items for debate. I wish him, his
wife and two children the best in his retirement I hope
it is a long, healthy and happy retirement, and that we
see him back here on regular occasions.

Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I join in the
Christmas felicitations and comments that have already
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been made, particularly about the staff who have
provided assistance to the Legislative Assembly. The
demands we make on members of the staff - whether
those in the chamber, the library, the dining rooms,
secretarial services or parliamentary services - are
often onerous.
It is not unusual for members of the house to approach
members of staff with difficult and specific requests
and ask that they be dealt with immediately. My
experience is that in every area of contact with staff,
they are able to oblige in a helpful, professional and
timely manner. On behalf of other members of the
Assembly I truly thank them for their assistance over
the past year and look forward to working with those
members of staff who will be returning in the future.
I would also like to acknowledge the help of you,
Mr Speaker, the Deputy Speaker and the Acting
Speakers who have assisted both sides of the house
during the course of the year. There are occasions when
that is a particularly onerous task. It is a task that is not
made easy because of the political tensions that exist
between some of the personalities and the nature of
some of the debates. Nevertheless, if it had not been for
the assistance of those in the chair, and particularly
your good self, Sir, we would not have been able to
progress the legislative program and our parliamentary
duties in the manner we have done. We thank you and
would like you to pass on our thanks to those who are
not present.
I also thank the Opposition Whip, who has worked with
me during the course of the year - as with all good
whips, you can never find one when you want one! I
also thank the Government Whip, who also, like a good
whip, is not here. I guess they are off whipping one
another in the great parliamentary tradition!
I also thank the Leader of the House, the Minister for
Education. Again, it is often difficult for an opposition
to deal with and negotiate with the government, and
vice versa. When there is a sense of agreement and the
ability to reach an understanding, we are able to use
that. If it were not for the leaders of the prospective
parties perhaps we would do a much better job! We
truly thank those people who have worked with us
during the year.
I acknowledge the work of the parliamentary
committee of which I am a member, the Economic
Development Committee, and in particular I thank
Richard Willis and Ann Morgan. All the parliamentary
committees do a very good job.
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I also pay tribute to the terrific work ofPhil Mithen.
Recently there was a function that I had the honour of
attending with you, Mr Speaker, and the Leader of the
House, given in recognition of PhiI Mithen by the staff
of this institution. The number of people who attended
was a great honour and tribute to Phil Mithen. Not only
did a large number of current staff from all areas of the
parliamentary work force attend, but there was a great
turnout of former officials and staff from a number of
areas. That is a tribute to the work Phil Mithen has
contributed and shows fine respect for him as an
individual.
Phi 1's wife, Kay, was in attendance with his children,
Andrew and Lyndal. It was a well attended and
completely enjoyable evening. All who attended paid
their respects to Phil Mithen and were pleased that it
was such an enjoyable evening to pay tribute to the
contrIbution that he has made for 36 years, continuing a
fine family tradition of service to the public.
Phil has followed in the footsteps of his father, who was
a departmental head in the Victorian Public Service.
Phil Mithen has continued that tradition, firstly within
the Public Service Board and now in the Parliament.
We wish him, his wife and his family all the best for his
retirement. His retirement is well earned and we hope
that he makes the most of it. With those few words we
wish all members of Parliament the very best for
Christmas. We will see them in the new year, ready for
an early election.
Mr SAVAGE (Mildura) - This is the third time
that I have been present for Christmas felicitations and
like many of my colleagues I am wondering where the
53rd Parliament disappeared to. I am told that I cannot
speak on behalf of the other independents for Christmas
felicitations but I am sure they would endorse the
remarks I am making.

For the record, I thank the Premier for his commitment
to Victoria. Despite our differences, I am a Victorian
and he is still my Premier and I wish him well. I thank
all the members of the Kennett government for the
valued assistance they have given me and the
honourable members for Gippsland West and
Frankston East. Like others, I did not achieve all my
objectives but I have had every courtesy and
consideration shown to me, for which I am
appreciative.
I thank also my colleagues and friends on both sides of
the house for their efforts both in government and
opposition. I do not agree with many of the legislative
changes that go through this place each year but that is
democracy and the robust debate is very healthy. It is
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also appropriate that we reflect on and keep sight of the
objective that we are working for every Victorian.
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his efforts in

the past year. Without an effective opposition the
people of Victoria are bereft of government scrutiny
and the apparent dangers that lie therein. The words on
the vestibule floor are a reminder to me of our purpose:
Where no oounsel is the people fall, but in the multitude of
counsellors there is safety.

I indicate also that I have confidence in and respect for
the Leader of the Opposition who does an excellent job.
He once said it is difficult to be an independent member
of Parliament I think it is far more difficult to be a
Leader of the Opposition and Premier in waiting.
I pay tribute to the valiant efforts of my independent
colleagues who share this corner of the Assembly. It
should be noted on both sides of the house that the only
group that has increased its numbers by 200 per cent is
ours!
I thank you, Mr Speaker, for your valued management
of this house and the consideration you have shown me
and my colleagues.

I wish to make some observations on the staff of
Parliament House. They are tremendous and I have not
had one criticism of them in the time that I have been a
member.
I acknowledge also the Clerk of the Assembly, Mr Phil
Mithen, who is retiring. As has already been said, this
day is his last parliamentary sitting. I endorse the
remarks of the previous speakers and wish him well in
the future. Parliament has lost another bowler, I am
told From the first day I was here Mr Mithen showed
me every courtesy and advice and I am very
appreciative of that. I know he has shown the same
courtesy to my colleague from Gippsland West

I am indebted to the SeIjeant-at-Arms Mr Geoff
Westcott for his continued assistance and commitment
to the smooth running of Parliament. I continue to be
amazed at how Hansard keep up with the proceedings
and how impressive the written word is by comparison
with some of the verbal contributions - and I make no
observations other than on myself
I pay tribute to all the staff who facilitate the smooth
running of the chamber, the dining room, the Papers
Office, the Department of Parliamentary Service, the
library, Protective Services and - last but not leastthe garden staff who maintain an exquisite oasis here in
the centre ofMelboume. I am sure other members find
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solace in walking through the parliamentary gardens. I
believe it is now politically incorrect to refer to the
temporary accommodation as the chook house, so those
of us who inhabit the annex appreciate the
million-dollar views of the gardens.
I mention also Mr Bill Schober. I do not know how he
does the loaves and fishes job with the parking.
Mr Brian Bourke does the same - I imagine his job
would be comparable with trying to keep the HMAS
Cerberus afloat!
Finally, I wish everyone in this place, both members
and staff, a happy, safe and holy Christmas and I look
forward to your company at the commencement of the
parliamentary year in 1999.

Mr J. F. McGRATH (Wannambool) - I t is not
normal for the Deputy Speaker to join the felicitations
debate, but I wanted to support the comments of the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy
Premier and the honourable member for Thomastown
in relation to the staff of Parliament. I take the
opportunity of wishing every one of my parliamentary
colleagues on both sides of the chamber a happy and
safe festive season. I say to those members who have
young children to take the opportunity over the
Christmas period to spend some time with them. The
job of a member of Parliament is demanding and we
are often distracted, so for those members who still
have young children as part of their lives I encourage
them, if not implore them, to spend some time with
their children to maximise their fiunily ties.
This is the first opportunity I have had to pay tnbute to
the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, Phil Mithen. I
was unable to attend the function held on Phil's behalf:
but as a former temporary chairman when in opposition
and as Deputy Speaker for six years, I have become
close to Phil and have a better understanding of the
man, his character and the high ideals and objectives
that he holds. The honourable member for Thomastown
referred to the difficult situations that the Chair often
finds itself in when dealing with the normal rigours of
everyday debate in a chamber such as ours. We cope in
some way. However, many times we cope because of
the assurance that we have a person like Phil Mithen
sitting in front of us to give us the advice and guidance
that we require. I have always found his guidance to be
sound and delivered in a clear precise manner and with
great humour and respect.
Phil will be sadly missed irrespective of who might
follow him as Clerk. He has made an enormous
contribution during the past 36 years of his
parliamentary career. Phil, I have enjoyed your
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friendship and your wise counsel and advice. I hope
you take with you from this place your friendships and
renew those friendships from time to time, as have
previous clerks of this place by sharing a cup of coffee
with us. I wish you and Kay a happy and long
retirement. I hope you get to do the things you are
planning to do. I hope you enjoy the love and affection
of your children as you enjoy that retirement. Thank.
you for your friendship and guidance. I wish you a
happy Christmas and a happy retirement.
The SPEAKER - Order! I thank the Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Premier and
others for their contributions and the kind things they
have said about the staff of the Parliament, who are the
unsung heroes of this place. They have to put up with
us the whole time. They have to put up with me in an
administrative capacity and they have done a
magnificent job in serving the needs of
parliamentarians. All of us have our own egos and want
things done immediately. The service has been
magnificent. I do not want to single out individuals,
except to thank the table officers, the Hansard staff, the
staff of Parliamentary Services and, in particular, I want
to thank Robert in the dining room, who has done a
splendid job looking after our culinary tastes and those
of our guests. He has done exceptionally well.
I note that the demise of the peppercorn tree has been of·
some concern to honourable members. I too share the
concern about that peppercorn tree and have long
memories of it over the years. The tree was examined
by heritage people, experts from the Royal Botanic
Gardens and, finally, a tree doctor who declared it dead.
When it dropped a branch on the car of the Editor of
Debates we decided the peppercorn tree would have to
go. I am not sure what will be put in its place. We may
build the south wing in due course. It is clear that
honourable members have a great affinity and love of
the gardens and I thank the gardeners for ensuring that
we, our guests and our visitors to Parliament gain great
enjoyment from it.
Parliament has had an Open Garden scheme this year,
which returned $3000 in entrance fees. That sum was
donated to the Royal Children's Hospital and to the
Down Syndrome Association of Victoria We can be
proud of the gardening staff for their contribution to
those two fine organisations.
I thank the Serjeant-at-Arms, my executive officer, for
his constant attention to my needs. I thank my personal
assistant, Lyn, and Mark, my orderly, who took over
from Mark Smith. He has been of assistance to me and
to honourable members. He is a helpful and obliging
young man.

ADJOURNMENT
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My thanks go to the Chairman of Committees, the
Deputy Speaker, a man of great wisdom and sensitivity
in this Parliament, for assisting me in the chair and with
the better running of the Parliament His efforts and
those of the temporary chairmen of committees have
been most valuable.
The Leader of the House and the manager of opposition
business have made a significant contribution to the
better running of this Parliament We have had our
moments, our late nights from time to time, but
Parliament has operated exceptionally well with a great
number more contnbutions per hour of debate than
ever. That reflects the efforts of the Leader of the House
and the manager of opposition business, who have
served us extremely well.
I particularly want to speak about the Clerk, Phil
Mithen. As has been said, Phil has served this
Parliament for 36 years. As the Premier said, I do not
know how he has been able to do that yet not look old
and grey!
Phil, your contribution to the Parliament; your
assistance to members of all parties on a non -partisan
basis; your loyalty to your staff, the Parliament and its
members; your tact and courtesy, as was mentioned;
and, above all, your undeniable integrity are traits that
we, as members, have appreciated over the years you
have been here. One nickname often given to Phil is
Unflappable Phil. No matter what the government
bowls up to him or what the opposition bowls up to him
by way of adjournment motion, he quietly goes about
giving very able advice.
The relationship between Speaker and Clerk is
enormously important to the Speaker. The wise counsel
given by the Clerk to ensure the Speaker does not get
off the rails is important to everybody. We all owe a
debt of gratitude to Phil for keeping me on a reasonably
narrow or steady course. That relationship involves
trust, respect, confidentiality and friendship. Phil
Mithen has offered me all those, and for that, I thank
him most sincerely.
It is unfortunate that the Clerk does not have a right of
reply, but he has asked me to thank honourable
members on his behalf. I will read his note to the house,
which will give him the last word:
Mr Speaker, on my behalf would you please thank members
for their kind words and best wishes. I have enjoyed every
day of my working life and deem it an honour and a privilege
to have been able to work for the Victorian Parliament

Honourable Members -
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Hear, hear!

The SPEAKER - Order! Finally, I reiterate the
words of my deputy, the Chairman of Committees, who
has said he hopes members will take this time to enjoy
their children and families. Too often we become
embroiled in what we are doing and forget that life is
not a dress rehearsal. You don't get a second chance. I
hope honourable members will have a restful and
pleasant Christmas, and return here refreshed, having
enjoyed the family life that is available to them.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr KENNETT (Premier).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I move:
That the house do now adjown.

Rail: Narre Warren station
Mr P ANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Transport
concerning Narre Warren railway station in the City of
Casey. Narre Warren is the fastest growing residential
part of the City of Casey. The minister will be aware
that according to a Department of Infrastructure report
dated April 1988 Narre Warren station is the busiest
station in the area. The report highlights that there were
3185 weekly passengers at the station, so it is clearly
the busiest station.

The City of Casey and the Narre Warren chamber of
commerce are concerned about the government's
de-funding of this busy station because it no longer has
staff. The City ofCasey and the Narre Warren chamber
of commerce are keen to ensure that the railway station
is upgraded to a premium station.
Narre Warren railway station is located in a retail area.
A lot of very young children and teenagers live in Narre
Warren and they are the key users of the station.
Premium stations are staffed from the first to train to
the last train and have amenities such as toilets. Narre
Warren station has no toilets and that has caused all
sorts of problems in the retail area of Webb Street. It is
for that reason that the chamber of commerce is so keen
to support the upgrading ofNarre Warren to premium
station status - a station with proper and adequate
facilities. Problems have arisen with people getting off
trains and urinating in front of shops because there are
no public amenities available in the area. It causes
difficulties for traders, who have to clean up the mess
the next day. I guess that is what happens when toilets
at railway stations are closed.

ADJOURNMENT
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I wrote to the minister in September and he replied to
me late last month. The minister said he could not
support the upgrading of the station because a premium
station is planned at BeIWick and it is the government's
policy that premium stations should not be situated next
to each other. I ask the minister to reconsider the
matter. Narre Warren station is the railway station with
the fastest growing usage rate in the City of Casey. It
services twice as many patrons as the Betwick station.
Berwick station is being funded as a premium station
following a campaign by the opposition and the shadow
Minister for Transport prior to the last election.
Berwick station has 1600 weekday passengers; Narre
Warren has double that number.
The minister should explain why he is refusing to fund
a premium station at Narre Warren when it services
twice as many passengers as the Berwick station.

Great Southern Rail Trail
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I raise a matter for
the consideration of the Minister for Conservation and
Land Management concerning the Great Southern Rail
Trail, a brilliant development that runs between
Leongatha and Foster in South Gippsland It was
originally intended to have the rail trail run from
Leongatha right through to Yarram in East Gippsland,
but a recent event in the area has resulted in
consideration of whether the original arrangement
should be modified
Over the past few months it has become apparent that
opinion is divided The people involved see this
brilliant initiative as a mechanism for them to use their
leisure time profitably by participating in walking, or
riding a bike or a horse along a section of rail trail and
at the same time taking in some of the most magnificent
parks in the state. People with farming properties have
expressed concern about the prospect of trails being
developed through their properties. I should mention
that the land on which the rail trails are constructed is
public land - former railway reserves that abut the
original railway line through historic areas of South
Gippsland
Recently I undertook a trip through the southern part of
my electorate. I started at Yarram and went all the way
through to Leongatha During my trip I met with about
8 or 10 individual groups - about 150 people in all. I
was able to listen to their points of view about the
virtues or lack of them - it is all in the eye of the
beholder - of the rail trail development.
I have subsequently worked through a mechanism and
have achieved a position to settle people's concerns.
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The future development of the rail trail will be from
Leongatha through to Foster, however, over the coming
10 years the development of the rail trail will pause
between Foster and Yarram. Nevertheless, those who
wish to may participate in furthering the development
of that wonderful initiative but they certainly will not be
forced to.
I ask that the minister endorse the process to achieve an
outcome that will see the best development of this great
initiative for the future, recognising the wonderful work
done by the committee of management, yet on the other
hand--

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Peulich) Order! The honourable member's time has expired.

TuIlamarine Freeway: Gateway
Ms CAMPBELL (pascoe Vale) - I ask the
Minister for Planning and Local Government to provide
a naming plaque for the yellow guillotine at the end of
the Tullamarine Freeway to be inscribed with the words
'The Cheese Stick'. Since I was elected, residents who
use the Tullamarine Freeway have constantly
complained to me and are sad that it is being turned into
the City Link tollway.
The vista travellers on the Tullamarine Freeway once
enjoyed has been closed and they now have a choice of
grey, light grey or dark grey walls to view. The final
insult is the yellow guillotine at the end of the freeway
which will cut into our purses and wallets. The colour is
significant - yellow, the colour of cowardicebecause Transurban will take our money and run.
I ran a local competition through Community News and
the Moreland Courier. Residents as far away as
Gisborne and Sunbury and those throughout Moreland
and into the City ofMelboume submitted names for the
competition. Suggestions included Sword ofDamocles,
Salute to Viagra, Kennett's Canary Perch, The Club,
The Profit Curve, Capital Punishment, COIpOrate
Punishment, Slash, Forward Slash for the inbound
traffic and Back Slash for the outbound traffic, Eyefell
Tower, Yellow Tullamarine, Shafted, Son of Yellow
Peril, Graffiti Heaven, Kennett's Curse, JefT's Erection,
Liberal Lean To, Yellow Brick Road, JefT's Stick. The
winner was Joan Johanson who won it on the basis of
'The Cheese Stick'.
Other suggestions were also put - Yellow Peril meets
the Red Menace and a most innovative one from Doug
Birchall of Glenroy who used the word 'Blade' as an
acronym and used the words Blooming Lousy Attempt
on Decorating the Environment, or the alternate choice
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Bloody Ludicrous or Bloody Laughable Assault on
Despoiling the Expressway.
That is an appropriate way to name the yellow
guillotine, and I ask the minister to ensure that there is
an appropriate naming plaque at the end of the freeway.

Queenscliff harbour
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - As the house rises for the
summer recess I am pleased to have this final
opportunity to raise a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management
concerning the siltation of the Queenscliffharbour. The
matter was brought to my attention by a constituent,
Mr Richard Poyser, who leases a mooring pen in the
east basin of the harbour. The matter has also been
ventilated in the local press by a number of concerned
citizens. In Mr Poyser's letter he also draws attention to
the deterioration of a section of the harbour's steel
retaining walls.
As one of the architects of the government's brilliant
new Bringing the Bay to Life initiative, the minister
will be aware of the pivotal position of the Queenscliff
harbour, being the first harbour in the Port Phillip Bay
area to be fully rejuvenated. It will cater for a growing
number of yachties, motorboat owners and commercial
operators who use this fantastic body of water.

Yesterday at a meeting with a delegation from
Queenscliff the minister was very pleased to hear from
the mayor, Cr John Bugg, who also happens to be the
chair of a very well-credentialled coastal action plan
steering committee - the committee that is
coordinating the regeneration program for the harbour.
The consultation process with the local community is
going very well. This is only to be expected, given the
reputation of the Central Coastal Board CEO, Mr Peter
Parker, whose participation in the coastal action plan
committee is critical to its eventual success.
In a recent letter in response to my concerns about these
harbour issues Mr Parker made two points: that the
retaining wall is a capital works issue and is under
active consideration by the coastal action plan
committee; and that, by contrast, the siltation issue is an
ongoing management responsibility ofDNRE. I
understand there may be an EPA issue to do with the
disposal of dredge spoil, some of which may possibly
be contaminated. Regardless of this, the harbour must
be maintained for maximum use, particularly as the
summer is approaching.

I therefore ask the minister if she will take steps to
ensure that the boat harbour basins to which I referred
earlier are deepened as soon as possible to ensure that

the maximum use of the Queenscliffharbour is not
compromised over the forthcoming summer period.

Legionnaire's disease
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Health in
another place. I would like the minister to investigate
the neglect by his ministry and by the Department of
Human Services in failing to prevent the epidemic of
legionnaire's disease that broke out recently in the
Thomastown-Reservoir area.

There were warnings, but they were ignored. In the
middle of this year one person died following an
outbreak oflegionnaire's disease in Moonee Ponds.
The community must ask, given that experience, what
effective action was taken following the Moonee Ponds
outbreak and that tragic death. There was none. A
citizen of the state of Victoria was allowed to die
without the required follow-up action being taken. 1bat
neglect has led to the biggest outbreak oflegionnaire's
disease in Victoria's history. It is unfortunate that it has
broken out in my electorate of Thomastown.
I refer in particular to a letter dated 9 October sent to all
local councils by Jan Bowman, acting head, community
program development section, Department of Human
Services. In her letter Ms Bowman acknowledges that:
Small cooling towers ... have been incorrectly commissioned
or have been poorly maintained-

and they are a source oflegionnaire's disease. Her letter
goes on to say that:
The Department of Human Services ... has a number of
current initiatives aimed at preventing legionnaire's disease.

She lists a whole swag of them. In particular I draw
attention to the claim that her department was:
... setting up a statewide database of cooling tower
manufacturers, installers and water treatment companies.

Further on in the document Ms Bowman claims that her
department was:
.,. in collaboration with local goverrunent environmental
health officers investigating all notified cases of legionnaire's
disease.

This investigation would include:
... visits to patients' workplace, home and other places
frequented to identify and sample any potential sources of
legionella and to recommend improvements to maintenance
and equipment

The letter is dated 9 October, well in advance of the
outbreak in Thomastown. If the government had taken
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the advice contained in the letter and done the things it
said it was doing, it would have been able to prevent the
outbreak oflegionnaire's disease in the Thomastown
area, with its 19 confirmed and 10 suspected cases.
What happened about that register? Nothing,
apparently. When human services officers were trying
to find the suspect cooling towers in the Thomastown
area all they could do was sit in a car and drive around
from factory to factory visually identifying factories
that might have cooling towers. That is a ludicrous
situation. They knew there was a problem and they
should have acted.

Teachers: shortage
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - The matter I raise is for the
attention of the Minister for Education. I ask him to
investigate the claim made on radio today by the
honourable member for Footscray that the reason the
government is recruiting new graduates to work in state
schools is that they are cheaper. We all know the
government is recruiting those graduates to find a better
balance in the age profile of teachers, which shows that
the average age is about 44. It is therefore necessary for
new recruits to come in at the bottom end
The government will create 1000 new full-time primary
teaching positions and 350 new secondary teaching
positions next year. About 1200 positions will also be
created next year as teachers retire. In total
approximately 2500 new teaching positions will be
created next year and a large proportion of them will be
filled by young graduates recruited through the new
graduate recruitment scheme.
As I said, the government is recruiting the graduates

because Victoria needs a younger teacher profile. It will
employ the new teachers from 30 November, so they
will be paid over the Christmas break. The scheme is
fantastic because it not only pays them for that period,
for which they are normally not paid, but it also gives
them an opportunity to prepare for the new school year.
I notice that the charge-out cost to schools for those
teachers is $49 000 because instead of employing them
at the commencement of the school year in early
February 1999 the government will employ them from
30 November 1998.
I ask the minister to investigate the matter I have raised
and put in place a strategy to ensure that new graduates
do not feel undervalued as a result of comments made
by the honourable member for Footscray. I understand
the starting salary of new graduates is $35 OOO-plus,
which is a major increase on salaries paid under the
former Labor government Of some 37 000 teachers
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currently employed in Victorian schools only about
3500 are on contract When we came to government
approximately 12 000 teachers were unemployed, and I
am pleased that teachers are now finding employment
through the government's program.

Drugs: detox places
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Health in the other
place through the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management As a former health minister, the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management will appreciate
the importance of the availability of detox beds in the
south-eastern suburbs.

I raise the issue on behalf ofWendy Stewart ofNarre
Warren. As was pointed out by an earlier speaker in the
adjournment debate, Narre Warren is a new area in the
City of Casey. It has a large number of young people
who are growing up with few support facilities, which
causes a whole range of social problems. I will quote
from her letter and make it available to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management to pass it on to the
Minister for Health. It says:
This is re my beautiful daughter Rebecca Anne Stewart. Born
24 May 1979. Died 13 October 1998.

Wendy's daughter died when she was about 19 years of
age, one of some 150 people who die each year from
overdoses of drugs such as heroin. The letter continues:
Rebecca was a happy-g~lucky girl who lived her life to the
fullest
Becky moved back home with us three weeks prior to her
death. In this time Becky was going through withdrawal
symptoms from heroin. Her aches and pains were terrible. We
used to hold her in our anns and we also got the bruises. It

was Becky' s decision to put herself into a detox centre.

The problem is that Rebecca went to the Westernport
Drug and Alcohol Service with the intention of
admitting herself into its detoxification program. On her
arrival the 12 beds in the centre were occupied by
males and alcoholics. Rebecca chose instead to take
part in a home detoxification program. If there had been
beds available and if there had been some process to
assess the seriousness of people calling out for help
perhaps that young person would be alive.
The distraught mother has taken the death of her
daughter badly. The young woman in question was
living in the old Enterprise hostel at Springvale with a
group of drug users. She was stripping at the Rhino bar
in Springvale for $300 to $600 per night to pay for her
heroin habit. Despite a determined effort, with the
support of her family, to get off drugs and return to
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school, Rebecca died tragically from an overdose when
she was injected by another drug user.
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proper businesses and installing pools that have safe
fences.

Swimming pool fences

Member for Eltham: pecuniary interests

Mr LUPfON (Knox) - I raise for the attention of
the Minister for Planning and Local Government
swimming pool safety fencing. The matter has been
brought to my attention by the Swimming Pool and Spa
Association of Victoria

Mr BAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I ask the
Premier to investigate what powers he has under the
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act and
to act on them in relation to the honourable member for
Eltham and his failure to declare his pecuniary interests
by way of 10 ()()() shares in Crown Casino, as he is
required to do under the legislation. The honourable
member for Eltham voted in favour of the Gaming Acts
(Further Amendment) Bill in this house today.

Although the association supports the concept of
swimming pool fencing its members are having a
number of difficulties with some local councils. They
have been told that the tilt barriers that apparently fit on
to the middle rail of a fence as the rail is being nailed
are no longer acceptable because they leave a gap of
10 millimetres. The councils claim the gap is sufficient
for a child to put his or her foot into, enabling the fence
to be used as a ladder. A number of honourable
members have been trying to determine what
10 millimetres is and have come to the conclusion that
it is about one-third of an inch. It would be amazing if
such a gap could accommodate a child's foot and in
that way enable the fence to be used as a ladder by the
child to get to the pool.
An alternative method would be to install fine mesh
wire on the neighbour's side of the fence, but most
people object to that when they do not have a pool. It

means it is necessary for pool owners to spend between
$2000 and $3000 to fence their pools. The concern
raised by the association is that if councils are going to
make it difficult for the regulations to be adhered to the
owners of properties wanting to install pools are likely
to avoid complying with those regulations.
The association is asking for commonsense regulations
and for councils to use commonsense to ensure both
that the regulations are applied and that situations of
pool owners having to spend $2000 or $3000 to obtain
permits are avoided. The association also indicated that
in the suburb of Greenvale property o\\ners are
required to write a letter and spend $30 to find out
whether or not they need to get a town planning permit,
and that there are often delays of some 8 to 10 weeks
before approvals are granted.
My concern is that the pool fencing legislation was
introduced to save lives, and there should not be a
deterrent factor in it for those who wish to install
swimming pools. I ask the minister to investigate this
issue and seek assurances from councils that in
ensuring the legislation is being adhered to they will not
create unnecessary deterrents that may stop responsible
pool construction organisations from going about their

Mr Maclellan - On a point of order, Madam
Acting Speaker, I ask you to rule on whether the matter
being raised by the honourable member for Yan Yean
is one of privilege and should be raised with the
Speaker or whether it is appropriate for it to be raised in
the way he is raising it in the adjournment debate.

The honourable member is alleging that the honourable
member for Eltham has breached the Members of
Parliament (Register of Interests) Act; and he is
alleging in a debate, not in question time, a breach of
the member's duty on share ownership. I believe he is
raising that as a matter of privilege. If so, he is
inappropriately raising it in the adjournment debate
instead of with the Speaker.

Mr BAERMEYER - On the point of order,
Madam Acting Speaker, the Premier has responsibility,
as indicated in the Victorian Government Directory, for
the Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act. I
am asking the Premier to investigate what those powers
are and to exercise the powers he has under the act in
relation to the matters I am raising.
Mr Maclellan - Further on the point of
order-The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Peulich)Order! Is it a new point of order?
Mr Maclellan - The honourable member - -

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Peulich) Order! The minister has already spoken on the point of
order.

Mr Maclellan - He is asking for an investigation,
which is exactly what privilege is about.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Peulich) Order! The advice I have from the Clerk is that
provided the honourable member for Yan Yean is not
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making allegations against the member in the matter he
is raising on the adjournment debate, the matter is in
order.
Mr HAERMEYER - I ask the Premier to
investigate also the fact that today the honourable
member for Eltham, who holds 10 000 shares in Crown
Casino, voted on the Gaming Acts (Further
Amendment) Bill.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs PeuIich)Order! I have not upheld the point of order on the basis
that the honourable member is merely asking for an
investigation without making imputations about a
member. I ask the honourable member to adhere to that
ruling.
Mr HAERMEYER - It is important to indicate
the serious matters I ask the Premier to investigate. The
honourable member for Eltham - -

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs PeuIich)Order! I suggest the honourable member for Yan Yean
tread carefully and not breach the ruling of the Chair by
making imputations against the honourable member for
Eltham about a matter that may be related to privilege.
The honourable member has asked for an investigation.
His time has expired and that is sufficient.
Breastfeeding
Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Youth and Community
Services. On three occasions this year the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale endeavoured to portray the
Kennett government as being uncaring about women
who wish to breastfeed their children and as being
unsupportive of the breastfeeding of babies in general.
That attempt was made in three ways. Firstly, she
endeavoured to introduce a private member's bill to
amend the Equal Opportunity Act to ban discrimination
on the basis ofbreastfeeding. She pursued the matter,
although the Attorney-General responded that such
women would be covered generally under the act.
Secondly, during question time she asked the Kennett
government to follow the example of the Tasmanian
government in introducing sex discrimination
legislation to protect women wanting to breastfeed in
public. It was pointed out that in 1984 the woman to
whom she referred won a case in which it was sought to
protect women wanting to breastfeed in public.
Thirdly, last week the honourable member issued a
press release accusing the Kennett government of being

infantile in giving assistance to Indonesia in the form
of-Mr Haermeyer - On a point of order, Madam
Acting Speaker, as members are required to ask for
some action on the part of the minister, I wish the
honourable member for Caulfield would come to the
point

Honourable members interjecting
Mr Haermeyer - If you people want to abuse
other people during the adjournment debate, we'll
retaIiate.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs PeuIich)Order! I ask the honourable member for Caulfield to
stick to matters of government administration and to
clarify what action she requires.
Mrs SHARDEY - I am asking the minister to take
action to promote breastfeeding among Victorian
women, to support programs to assist women in their
efforts to breastfeed and to support the notion of the
breastfeeding of children by Victorian women.
Responses

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - The honourable member for
Pascoe Vale raised a matter regarding what she
described, in varying terms, as part of the project that is
dear to her heart - the City Link project - and the
Gateway project in particular. Her references were
phrased in what I suppose could be described as fairly
frank: and lurid terms.
I can understand the honourable member's sense of
confusion because she is probably a Philistine at heart
with no appreciation of wban design or art issues.
Perhaps it takes somebody with particular training in
those matters to understand it. I certainly would not
have understood it had I not been given the rationale for
it - that it is the gateway which establishes a sense of
arrival in Melbourne. That is its purpose. If the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale has some desire to
have her name associated with the yellow bean, that can
certainly be investigated.
I do not know if that is what she was asking me to do,
or whether she was asking me to just do a sort of
general Tour de France of the City Link project at this
hour of the afternoon. As far as I could make it out, she
was not actually asking me to do anything, she was
merely taking the opportunity to spend 3 minutes
expressing her particularly narrow-minded views about
the public artworks associated with that end of the
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Tullamarine Freeway. Fine, she can put her
interpretation on it. Ibat is the excitement of the arts,
they provoke responses and, look, it has worked, even
with her.
Even with her, that public artwork has produced a
response. She has responded to the stimulus of that
public artwork, and I think we are all richer for her
having done so. The terms in which she does it are her
own choice. The luridness of her response to it - I
emphasise the word 'lurid' - is a matter for her and
ultimately I suppose for her constituents. I can only say
that as an art critic she will be able to explain to a wider
art audience her response to the stimulus of that
particular public art arrival point.
I welcome the support of the honourable member for

KnOx. I am sure the government and I have the support
of the community and all sides of Parliament in doing
whatever we can to limit the number of deaths and
near-deaths by drowning in swimming pools and spas.
It is a common purpose that goes beyond party politics.
I thank the honourable member for raising the issue,
because it gives me an opportunity to say that with the
commencement of the summer season - the
swimming season - vigilance and awareness are most
important, but the physical barrier between the child
who is even momentarily unattended and the sparkling
water is all-important. The physical barrier is vital in
our achieving a reduction in the number of deaths and
injuries associated with drowning.
Deaths are tragic in themselves, but for children who
are injured and have brain damage the results may
remain for many years as they are usually totally
dependent on others for their care and welfare for the
rest of their lives. From one moment's distraction can
come a tragedy not only of a death but of a life ruined
year after year. I will certainly investigate the matter of
tilt barriers to which the honourable member referred
on behalf of the Swimming Pool and Spa Association
of Victoria.
I believe the association is, again, a willing contributor
to the position. It is not saying it wants a lowering of
standards; it is saying it wants to make it easier for
people to put physical barriers between children and
water. That is an eminently sensible and shared
objective.
I have a sense that the regulations in respect of
pre-existing pools - those erected before the
regulations said pools had to be fenced - are better
and more sensible than the regulations in respect of new
pools. To make the whole backyard safe is a legitimate
response. If the opportunity is there and if the
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technology is appropriate, certainly I will encourage the
advisers we have in these matters to look further into
the situation. The advisers are the Building Control
Commission, which has a regulatory role; the
Municipal Association of Victoria, on behalf of the
municipalities that have the local enforcement role; and
Kidsafe, which we have funded over a number of years
to do awareness campaigns.
I look to Kidsafe to give us some technical advice
because of the psychology of children and their ability
to climb. For instance, barriers have been placed around
swimming pools in the immediate area, but locks have
been left open, children have climbed up bicycles or
have brought things to the edge of the fence and then
climbed over, and again tragedies have occurred. The
physical barrier is not enough. Awareness, vigilance
and the physical barrier are about the best we can do.
I want to ensure that method works and is not a
reduction of protection for the children. I know the
honourable member for Knox and the whole
community would be sure we are very careful not to be
tempted by having a cheaper and riskier method. If it
works and can be shown to work through a pilot
program, I will be happy to have the method looked at
to see whether it can be accommodated within the
regulations.
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - I will be responding to two
matters raised for the Minister for Health and to one
raised directly with me.

The honourable member for Thomastown raised with
the Minister for Health issues relating to legionnaire's
disease following his raising of issues on this matter last
night, and once again I will convey those matters to the
Minister for Health and seek a response from him in
this situation.
The honourable member for Springvale raised the need
for additional detoxification beds in the south-eastern
suburbs in particular. The honourable member has a
long and proud record of his work in the Springva1e
area, particularly in assisting people who have
difficulties with drugs in that community.
He has been not only a community leader in his own
right but also a leader in the Victorian Parliament and
the broader community on the issue of ensuring
appropriate programs are available, particularly for
young people who are at risk of drug abuse or,
unfortunately, involved in drug abuse and in need of
assistance.
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The honourable member for Springvale would be well
aware that the government has taken a leadership role,
and the Premier himselfhas provided that leadership
through the instigation of the Premier's Drug Advisory
Council under Professor Penington. As a result of that
report the government provided an enormous amount of
funding for a whole range of seIVices to assist in the
reduction of the drug menace in our society.

encourage breastfeeding among Victorian women. I
hesitate when I say 'women' because although women
are directly involved in breastfeeding, I think the
women involved would understand it is important for
their partners and the whole family to support the
breastfeeding program. There can sometimes be
difficulties with breastfeeding and a supportive spouse
or partner and family is helpful in that situation.

In particular, I direct to the attention of the honourable
member for Springvale the youth substance abuse
scheme headed by Paul McDonald - an excellent
appointment. The scheme provides services to young
people, both within their own communities and on the
streets. It assists them to deal with drug issues and in
recovery from drug taking. The scheme is a consortium
involving the Centre for Adolescent Health, Jesuit
Social Services and St Vincent's. I also think. the
Turning Point Alcohol and Drug Centre is involved.

The government is committed to the WHOIUNICEF
statement, Protecting, Promoting and Supporting
Breastfeeding: The Special Role ofMaternity Services.
The Maternal and Child Health Service certainly
encourages breastfeeding. The previous Minister for
Health initiated a number of positive programs to
support and encourage breastfeeding. The maternal
child and health after-hours service is available
24 hours a day for mothers seeking assistance. I am
advised that in the September quarter this year some
895 calls to that service were specifically related to
breastfeeding issues. It has a 1800 service number for
rural Victoria

In relation to detox beds, I refer to an article in today's
Age. The government has just announced that an
additional $3.48 million from the Community Support
Fund will be used specifically to develop additional
detoxification centres for young Victorians. This
facility will help 735 young Victorians each year. Four
additional houses will be provided with a number of
beds in each house. I am sure the honourable member's
request that one of those facilities be in the
south-eastern suburbs will be considered, particularly
given his proud track record in that area.
Additional funding will be provided to assist young
addicts with home-based withdrawal services at a cost
of$480 000. It is opportune that the honourable
member raised this matter tonight because there has
been enormous response to both the youth substance
abuse scheme, which is already in progress, and today's
announcement of additional funding for bed-based
services and in-home and community-based services
for young people. The letter that has been received will
be passed on to the minister who will respond
accordingly.
The honourable member for Caulfield raised with me
as Minister for Youth and Community Services a
matter relating to the government's commitment to
encouraging breastfeeding. It goes without saying that
there is universal understanding that breast is best.
Breastfeeding is the best way to provide opportunities
for children to grow and develop in the early months
and years of their lives.
The government, both through the Minister for Health
and me as Minister for Youth and Community Services,
has undertaken a number of positive programs to

Mr Batchelor inteIjected.
Dr NAPTHINE - The honourable member for
Thomastown seeks to make this a political issue. These
are bipartisan issues and should be treated as such. It is
inappropriate for the honourable member for
Thomastown or any honourable member from that side
of the house to seek to make an important health issue
for young children into a party-political issue.

It is disappointing that the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale seeks to make cheap political points out of
the tragedy in Indonesia Not only is it appalling and
uncaring behaviour on her part, it demonstrates her lack
of understanding of the tragedy in Indonesia Her
comments about the situation in Indonesia are plainly
wrong.
Unfortunately many mothers in Indonesia, because of
their nutritional status and the stress they are under, are
unable to breastfeed. There are 40 000 desperate people
at serious risk of starvation, and immediate and
longer-term action must be taken. The Indonesian
government and local communities must encourage
proper nutrition for all Indonesians, particularly
mothers so they can adequately breastfeed. In the short
term the lives and interests of Indonesian children are
paramount The advice the Victorian government has
received from the World Health Organisation and
medical scientists in Australia and Indonesia is that the
action being taken by the government will help save
lives. That action should be supported by both sides of
the house.
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In conclusion, honourable members on this side of the
house, and I am sure those on the other side of the
house, treat seriously the need to promote and support
breastfeeding, and will do so at every opportunity. The
government strongly supports the work done by the
Maternal and Child Health Services, the Nursing
Mothers Association and the many doctors, general
practitioners, midwives and others involved in
encouraging and supporting mothers in breastfeeding
their children.

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management) - The honourable member for Bellarine
raised with me a matter affecting the Queenscliff
harbour in two respects: the preservation of the
retaining wall and siltation requiring dredging.
As the honourable member for Bellarine indicated,
under the new Bringing the Bay to Life program
involving a specially convened subcommittee of
cabinet chaired by the Premier, the government is
putting a huge amount of resources, focus and effort
into Port Phillip Bay. One of the first major initiatives
of the program is the restructure of the foreshore area at
Queenscliff. As the honourable member for Bellarine
said, a steering committee has been set up to implement
the Queenscliff coastal action plan. The committee is
chaired by the mayor of the Borough of Queenscliffe,
Cr John Bugg, and includes community representatives,
senior representatives of government organisations such
as Parks Victoria, the Central Coastal Board, the
Department of Infrastructure, and the CEO of the
Borough of Queenscliffe.
The steering committee reported to me yesterday the
great progress being made in the development of
Queenscliff. The objective is to take advantage of the
remarkable Crown land in the area and to realise
Queensclifrs potential for tourism, recreation and
environment protection, as well as giving it a new focus
as one of the key development areas of Port Phillip
Bay. I was pleased to hear yesterday that progress is
being made. The mayor stated that for the first time the
community is cooperatively supportive of the proposals
for the restructure and improvement of facilities on the
foreshore in and around Queenscliff.
The honourable member for Bellarine also raised the
immediate problem of the development of siltation that
is preventing boats from entering the harbour as readily
as they should be able to. I am always concerned about
siltation because much of it is the result of natural
phenomena - waves, winds and moving sands - and
the means of addressing it are expensive. In this
instance it appears that dredging is necessary, and that a
dredging program - perhaps a recurrent dredging

1255

program - needs to be established to keep the harbour
open. That will become increasingly important when
the QueenscliffBringing the Bay to Life project attracts
increasing numbers of yachts, boats and people to the
harbour.
I note that the honourable member for Bellarine has
written to Mr Peter Parker, the executive officer of the
Central Coastal Board, who has responded very
positively. He is going to work with both the
department and Parks Victoria to see how quickly the
problem can be addressed. I know there are
complications, and he does, too, with the pollution of
the sands and their placement.
I am sure that we can find solutions to those problems,
and I hope the matter can be resolved in time for
Victorians and interstate and international visitors to
enjoy the wonderful recreational boating amenities of
Queenscliff this summer, including access to and from
the Queenscliff harbour.
The honourable member for Gippsland South raised the
matter of the rail trail, which was intended to go from
Leongatha to Yarram. For a number of reasons which
were outlined to the house the honourable member put
to me that the government should concentrate on
developing the rail trail, called the Great Southern Rail
Trail, between Leongatha and Foster to make it work
extremely well. At the moment it runs from Leongatha
to Koonwarra, and the government needs to expand and
develop that other component from Koonwarra to
Foster. An area of 14 kilometres will be used as a rail
trail that is suitable for walking, riding, general
recreational activities and conservation use. It is a
particularly beautiful part of South Gippsland In many
areas it has coastal views and will be a key component
of a tourism strategy for that part of South Gippsland
The honourable member said that from Foster to
Yarram it might be a more complex type of trail and
that for the time being it should be maintained as public
land under the administration of the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment. Where farmers
now occupy the former railway reserve under licence,
they can continue to do so through an annual licence
arrangement. This seems to be pre-eminently suitable.
The concept of the rail trails is that they should have
wholesale community support. If the government
cannot get that community support it will have to look
at the issue again. The negotiation that has been done
by the honourable member for Gippsland South and the
consultation he has effected provides a clear indication
that the emphasis should be on the Leongatha to Foster
section and that the other area should be held in
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abeyance and not sold or disposed of. If there are
components that can be improved for conservation
purposes, so be it, but the highest priority is the first
part. Over a long time, some 10 years down the track,
there may be a set of circumstances where there is
community support for the extension of the rail trail.
I thank the honourable member for his assistance in
working through the problem; it sounds like a great
idea. The land is there but it is important that its use be
supported by the community. That has been done, with
the honourable member's assistance, between
Leongatha and Foster, but at this stage the rest of it will
be maintained for the purposes for which it is currently
being used and will remain under the auspices of the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment.
The other matters raised with me as the minister at the
table included a matter raised by the honourable
member for Ripon, who raised a number of issues for
the attention of the Minister for Education. I am sure
the minister will know about these issues, but the
honourable member told the house of2500 new
teaching positions which will come into place in the
next teaching year and which will be commissioned
and paid as from 30 November this year.
The honourable member indicated that he is concerned
about the honourable member for Footscray saying that
the new graduates are being employed because it is
cheaper. He very clearly indicated to the house that
such is not the case but that we are attempting to
reduce, as we should, the average age of our teaching
staff. It is important that young graduates be given an
opportunity. They are keen, enthusiastic, newly trained
and have energy levels that are often much higher than
those of some of the more experienced, advanced -age
teachers. I can see nothing but good coming from
well-trained, keen, enthusiastic young teachers going
into our classes and thereby reducing the overall
average age of our teachers. They will be poised to
bring to our excellent education system the experience
that they will quickly gain and a whole new range of
teaching. I am sure the Minister for Education will
support the position put by the honourable member for
Ripon.
The honourable member for Yan Yean raised a matter
for the attention of the Premier. I am prepared to bring
that matter to the Premier's attention on the basis that
the honourable member for Yan Yean made it very
clear as he addressed the matter, as you ruled, Madam
Acting Speaker, that he was not making any allegations
of impropriety against anyone in this place and that he
was not making any suggestions that would in any way
have an impact on the honourable member he
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mentioned. For the general purpose of the matter I am
happy to bring it to the Premier's attention.
The honourable member for Dandenong raised for the
attention of the Minister for Transport the matter of a
premium station status being given to the railway
station at Narre Warren. He put a very plausible
argument in that Narre Warren has twice as many
passengers as the premium station of Berwick, which is
close by. I am sure that the public ofNarre Warren
would very much like to have their railway station
given premium status and I will certainly bring that to
the attention of the Minister for Transport.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Peulich)Order! Season's greetings to all - and farewell to the
Clerk, Phil Mithen.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.52 p.m.
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Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper ofthe Legislative Assembly.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalfofthe appropriate ministers.
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Agriculture and Resources: official travel, Essendon Airport
116. MR ROBINSON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, on how many
occasions in 1997 did he utilise Essendon Airport for official purposes and what were the details of this
travel.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:
I have utilised Essendon Airport on 48 occasions in 1997 for official purposes to rural Victoria.

Agriculture and Resources: official travel, Essendon Airport
402.

MR ROBINSON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources, on how many
occasions in 1997 did his staff utilise Essendon Airport for official travel purposes and what were the details
of that travel.

A~SWER:

I am informed that:
Essendon Airport was utilised on 28 occasions in 1997 by Ministerial staff accompanying me for official purposes
to rural Victoria

Conservation and Land Management: official travel, Essendon Airport
405.

MR ROBINSON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land Management, on how
many occasions in 1997 did she or her staff utilise Essendon Airport for official travel purposes and what
were the details of that travel.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were eleven occasions where I or my staff utilised Essendon Airport for official travel purposes to rural
Victoria

Agriculture and Resources: Mitcham river level and rainfall gauges
476. MR ROBINSON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources how many of the
220 automatic river level and rainfall gauges utilised by Melbourne Water as part of its flood warning advice
program are located in the Mitcham electorate and what are the locations of these gauges.
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ANSWER:

I am advised that:
Melbourne Water Corporation has four automatic river level and rainfall gauges located in the Mitcham electorate.
The types of gauges and their locations are:
Type
River level and rainfall gauge
River level
River level and rainfall gauge
Rain gauge

Location
Kinkora Road Retarding Basin, Gardiners Creek
Glen Valley Road Retarding Basin, Gardiners Creek
Masons Road Retarding Basin, Gardiners Creek
Mitcham Reservoir, Gardiners Creek

Agriculture and Resources: Waterways and Drainage Group
495. l\1R ROBINS ON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources:
1. What plans do Melbourne Water's Waterways and Drainage Group have for improvements to the
Koonung Creek, Mullum Mullum Creek, Heatherdale Creek, and Gardiner's Creek waterways,
respectively, in the 1998/99 financial year.
2. What work was undertaken by the Waterways and Drainage Group on the above creeks in 1997/98.
ANSWER:
I am advised that:

1. The completed or planned improvements on these waterways for 1998/99 are as follows:
Koonung Creek
Minor erosion control and vegetation management
Revegetation upstream ofElgar Road
Waterway rehabilitation downstream of Middleborough Road
Waterway rehabilitation design, Bowen Road to Dunlavin Road
Mullum Mullum Creek
Erosion control and bank protection
Waterway rehabilitation design (Hunt Street Drain outfall)
Heatherdale Creek
Waterway stabilisation upstream of Fuller Street
Gardiner's Creek
Vegetation management and erosion control
Waterway plan for Blackburn North Drain
Design of water quality treatment wetlands for Blackbum Lake
2. Work undertaken by the Waterways and Drainage Group on the above creeks in 1997/98 was as follows:
Koonung Creek
Maintenance
- Vegetation management (weed removal, slashing, tree management)
- Rubbish removal and pollution clean-up
- Erosion control and fencing
Waterway rehabilitation
- Upstream ofElgar Road
- Downstream of Middleborough Road
- Revegetation downstream of Tram Road
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Mullum Mullum Creek
Maintenance
- Vegetation management (weed removal, slashing, tree management)
- Rubbish removal and pollution clean-up
- Erosion control and fencing
Waternray rehabilitation
- Upstream of Oban Road
- Revegetation
Heatherdale Creek
Maintenance
- Vegetation management (weed removal, slashing, tree management)
- Erosion control and fencing
Gardiner's Creek
Maintenance
- Vegetation management (weed removal, slashing, tree management)
- Rubbish removal and pollution clean-up
- Erosion control and fencing
Waternray rehabilitation
- Confluence of Gardiners and Back Creeks
- Box Hill Golf Course

Agriculture and Resources: AeIL Dried Fruits Board report
496. MR ROBINS ON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources:
1.

What has been the response of other states following the receipt of the ACIL report which the Victorian
Government used as an argument in favour of the winding up of the Dried Fruits Board

2.

What was the cost of the ACIL report, and what share of these costs did the Victorian Government or
any Victorian statutory authority pay.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
1. The ACIL report related primarily to the dried vine fruit industry. The dried fruits boards in the three dried vine
fruits producing states, Victoria, New South Wales and Western Australia, have been disbanded or are in the
process of being disbanded. South Australia, which is predominantly a dried tree fruit producing state, has
retained its Board but is presently examining its functions. The Commonwealth is presently examining the
structure and functions of the Australian Dried Fruits Board
2.

The total cost of the ACIL review was $55,428.20. The Victorian Government did not contribute to the cost of
the review. The Victorian Dried Fruits Board contributed $15,000 from its own funds.

Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water development contribution fees
556. MR ROBINSON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources :
1. Whether the Minister is aware of the practice employed by Yarra Valley Water in which a fee of $85
was charged for providing plumbers and other persons with an estimate of development contribution
fees.
2.

What total service fees have been collected by Yarra Valley Water for the provision of development
contribution fees.
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3. Whether the Minister is aware of the decision by Yam Valley Water to cease charging a service fee for
the provision of development contribution fee estimates.
ANSWER:
I am informed that:

Details ofYarra Valley Water's development contribution fees along the lines requested by the Honourable
Member were supplied in response to Question on Notice number 453 on 6 October 1998, a copy of which is
attached.
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q 319, q 422, q 423, q 425, q 495, q 496, q 500, 551, q 1224

Gas industry
Health

Balnarring supply, 1041
Dairy industry, q 253, 567
Esso Longford plant

explosion, q 247, q 250, q 252, 257, 297, q 319, q 320, q 322,
q 495, q 501

ice blockage, q 250
safety inspections, q 251
Interstate pipeline, q 424, q 706
Port Campbell storage, q 817
Privatisation, q 323
Tender process, q 706
Gippsland

Lat~tenn abortions, 8,69,254,401,502, 1041
Speech pathology services, 625, 629
Youth bus, 212, 215

(See also Hospitals)
Health Services Commissioner

Annual report, 1114
Heidelberg

Drug rehabilitation centre, 154

Pedestrian crossing, 153
Hellenic Antiquities Museum, q 967, 1 105, 1107

Flood recovery, q 93, q 496, q 705

Irrigation water, 9
Golf View Hotel, Geelong, 9

Holt, Mr NeviUe

Retirement, 913
Horsbam Property Pty Ltd, q 422, q 423, q 495, q 496, q 500

Goods and services tax

Adult learning, q 179
Benefits, q 248
Books, 211, 214
City Link tolls, q 92
Education, q 94, q 179
Hospitals, q 5, q 6, q 7
Pensioners, q 177
Racing industry, q 176
State revenue, q 1, q 3
Goolum GooIum cultural officer, 1041
Goulburn Valley Environment Employment Program, 1034,
1038
Governor's speech

Address-in-reply, 17
Great Alpine Road, 955, 959

Hospitals

Goods and services tax, q 5, q 6, q 7
PANCH site, 210, 214,1196, 1199

Pathology services, 120 I
(See also Health and individual hospital and network names)
Housing

Aboriginal, q 501
Access and support program, 64, 67
Departmental targets, q 1228
Group Self Build Program, 1105, 1109
Home loan schemes, 1113
IT management, 394, 399
Kensington estate, q 425
Rent increases, 10
Transitional program, 567
Home, City of
Sunbury developments, 539, 545

Great Southern Rail Trail, 1248, 1255
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I

Longford (See Gas industry)
LOTE awards, 394, 399

Information technology

M

Millennium bug. 698, 701
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive

Credit card. q 968, q 969, q 1051, q 1227

Melbourne Custody Centre, q 497

Interact Asia Pacific Multimedia Festival, q 577

Melbourne InternatiooaJ Tattoo, 955, 959

International Six-Day Motorcycle Enduro, q 970

Melbourne Market Authority

Investment

Strategic recruitment program, q 95
Irabina Special Developmental School, 11 %, 1199
Irrigation (See Water industry)

K

Annual report, 791
ChaiI]>erson, 552, 554, q 572, q 574, q 655, 696, 700, q 7rB, q 815,
q 818, 955, 959
Chief executive officer, q 708, 956, 960
Management, q 816,880,883, q 9rB, q 911
Members

Conflict of interest, 246
Eltham
pecuniary interests, q 1138, q 1139, 1251, 1256
Footscray
comments, 61, 65

Knox

State Emergency Service, 881,883
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, 955, 959

L

Northcote
election, 1,35
resignation, 1
Warrant to swear in, 34
(See also Ministers and Personal explanations)
Mentooe Body Corporate Management, 62, 67, 787, 789

Lake Wendouree

European carp, 63, 66
Lalor

Rail crossing, 626, 630
Latrobe Valley

Women's services, 880, 883
Law Refonn Committee

Fences Act report, 1041
Legionnaire's disease, 1194, 1197, 1249, 1253
Lentil Trading Company, q 425
Life Education Australia, 566
Liquor
Purchaser identification, 882, 883
Liquor Licensing Commission

Report, 61, 68
Local government

Building regulations, 558
Compulsory competitive tendering, q 968
(See also Planning and individual city and shire council names)

Mickleham--Somerton roads, Greenvale, 1034, 1039

Mildura
Early intervention therapy setVices, 144, 151

MilduraBase Hospital, q 96, q 709, 791, q 912, q 1053
Millennium bug (See Information technology)
Ministers

Attorney-General: absence, 909
Conservation and Land Management: absence, 705
Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary interests, q 175,245,
q 246, q 248, q 318, q 319, q 422, q 423, q 425, q 495, q 496,
q 500, 551, q 1224

Premier. absence, 1138
Sport absence, 422
Tertiary Education and Training: absence, 1224
Treasurer: absence, 1138
Youth and Community Services: conduct, 246
(See also Members and Personal explanations)
Minyip sewerage scheme, 1113
Monbulk Creek
Platypus protection. 1193, 1198
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Moonee Valley, City of

Parliament

Ascot Vale easement, 397, 398

Business of the house

Flemington church demolition, q 321,465,466,470,471

adjournment, 155

division lists, 154

Mornington

grievances, 257

Public car park, 9, 11

program, 24, 257,504, 714,978

Momingtoo Peninsula Freeway

Emergency telephones, 145, 149

Remembrance Day, 974
right of reply, 20
sessional orders, 714

Momington Peninsula, Shire of
Freeza events, 879, 882
Motor vehicles

televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 18
Christmas felicitations, 1241
Distinguished visitors, 502, 653,705,909,954, 1049, 1224

Law Refonn Committee: membership, 154
Legislative Assembly report, 1041

Uninsured repairs, 1106, 1II1
MyrtJe-Hargreaves streets intersection, Bendigo, 60, 68

Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, report, 1041
Parliamentary LibraJy report, 1041

N
Narre Warren South primary school, 542, 546

Parliamentary Services report, 1041

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee: membership, 154
Road Safety Committee: membership, 154
Parliament House

Wheelchair access, 120 I

National Gallery of Victoria

Dispute, 698, 70 I

Patriotic Funds Council

National Road Transport Commission
Annual report, 502

Annual report, 547
Patterson River

Waste dumping, 1103, 1110

Nillumbik, Shire of

Chief executive officer, 208, 213

Peninsula Health Care Network, 1193, 1197

Dismissal, 559
Hurstbridge roadworks, 1201

Pensioners

Goods and services tax, 1103, q 177

Report, 502

o

People Together project, 1195, 1199
Personal explanations

Oriel Road, Heidelberg West, 627, 630
Ouyen

Vanilla slice competition, q 655
Ovine Johne's disease, 1193, 1199

Members
Geelong North, 502
Glen Waverley, 684
MorwelI, 1208
Ministers
Police and Emergency Services, 245
Youth and Community Services, 245

p

Speaker, The, 465
Planning

PANCH site, 210, 214,1196,1199

Advertising, 467, 471
Eppingquarry, 146, 150, 1034, 1037

Parentline, q 911

Essendon hospital site, 1035, 1037

Parks Victoria

Pool fence regulations, 1251, 1253

Lyndhurst tip, q 177,209,214
Management, q 971

Procedures, 1036, 1037

Sunbwy developments, 539, 545
Tabletop dancing, 208, 214
(See also Local government)
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Plenty Parklands primary school, 786, 790
Point King beach, Portsea, 401,538,545
Police

Rail
Bendigo workshops, 539, 544

Boronia station, 789
Incident reporting. 467, 473
Lalor crossing, 626, 630

Central Victoria, 1036, 1039

Metropolitan services, q I 140

Crime statistics, 1065

Narre Warren station, 1247, 1256
Rosanna corridor, 712
Rmal services, q 708
Sydenham station, 631
Tinning Street crossing, Brunswick, 209, 212
Warragul passenger service, 1195, 1200

Croydon station, 154
Recruitment, q 498
Strength, q 973

Wonthaggi complex, q 423
Premier

Conduct, 246

Remembrance Day, 974, q 1051

Conflict of interest, q 320
Roads

Prescbools

Funding, 255, 624, 628, 699, 701, 712, 885, I 114
Horsham, 625, 629
President's Cup, 1035, 1039

Cattle underpasses, 788, 790
FWlding, q 501, 1201
Grovedale speed limit, 1103, 1110
RowviIle and District Neighbourhood House, I 192, 1197
(See also individual freeway, highway and road names)

Prisons

Vietnamese offenders, 88 I, 883

Rulings by the Chair
Accuracy: remarks, 767

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Adjournment

Annual report, 974

admissibility of matter, 209, 882, 1251

Year 2000 problem report, I I 14

description of minister, 210
matter must relate to government administration, 211, 395, 1252

Public transport

matter must seek action, 210, 466, 468, 11 04, 1195

Automatic ticketing, 696, 70 I, q 114 I
Craigieburn, 120 I

matter not to contain

imputations, 1252

ministers' responses, 213, 215, 1200

Disabled access, q 972

reading of speeches, 785

Fines, 787, 790

Chair

Infrastructure, q 818

acknowledgment of, I 188
addressing, 92, 362, 565, 669, 707, 716, 779, 792, 794, 795, 816,
817,818,833,868,924,970,1005,1019,1031,1050,1054,
1103, I I 15, I I 16, 1124, 1127,1128,1142,1222, 1228

Metcard agencies, 540, 544
Reform, q 910
Scoresby corridor, 878, 882

impartiality, 27 I
reflections on, 353, 380, I 173

(See also Rail)
Publishing industry

respect for, 56, 749, 780, I 199

Goods and services tax, 2 I I, 2 I4

Docwnents
availability, 708, 835, 912

Q

Queen Elizabeth Centre, q 179
Queenscliffbarbour, 1249, 1255

R

Racing

Goods and services tax, q 176

identification, 551
tabling, 913
First-reading explanations, 325
Frivolous points of order, 155,211,332,468,572,791,837, 1240
Gag, 168, 384, 674, 729, 735, 762
Inaugmal speeches, 78, 82
InteIjections, 7, 83, 86,93,96,139,140,162,178,248,249,250,
302,304,314,320,342,345,349,375,382,403,424,425,427,
428,429,430, 500, 554, 555, 565, 573, 575, 576, 577, 578, 654,
656,657,717,733,743,780,781,792, 795, 804, 817, 833, 870,
896,909,913,936,957,959,968,969,970,1000,101 1,1013,
1049, 1050, 1052, 1053, 1054, 1055, 1081, 1107, 1124, 1129,
1134,1135,1151, 1182, 1185, 1188,1196, 1199, 1220, 1226,
1233
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s

Matter of urgency, 455
Members

conduct, 2, 69, 71, 285,347, 354, 363, 384, 412, 423, 427, 1222
conflict of interest, 1218
correct titles, 82, 83, 165,320,498,574,776,792, 1228

St John of God Services
Tender, 63, 67

misrepresentation. 96
no longer to be heard, 781
not to attack Council members, 1194

StJoseph's Presbytery, Warragul, 974
St Kilda sea baths, 1103, 1110

Motions
admissibility, 749, 750, 777, 778, 781
notice of, 254
that the question be now put, 729, 735

Pagers and mobile telephones, 258
Papers
distribution, 17
Privilege, 426, 427
Public gallery
behaviour in, 1124, 1129

clearing, 674
inteJjections, 667, 670
members not to refer to, 657, 674, 763, 866, 999

Schools and coUeges
Finances, 62, 66, 145, 151
Funding, 571

Integration assistance, q 1139
Laptops for Teachers, 699, 70 I
Maintenance, q 424, q 1052
Member for Footscray, 61, 65
Newspaper article, 957, 960
Self-governance, q 1226

Sunbury, 786, 789
Woodlands cluster, 785, 790

(See also individual school and college names)

Questions without notice
admissibility, 179,1140,1226

answers
audibility, 177
length, 253, 323,499,577,657,658,710, 1053, 1225, 1227

debating, 498,574,655,910, %9, 1051, 1053, 1139, 1226, 1227
not to be broad, 818
not to contain imputations, 422, 1140
only one to be asked, 248, 422

Schools of the Third Millennium, q 498, 623, 629
Scoresby freeway
Buffer zones, 878, 882
Envirorunent effects statement, 207, 213

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 13,255,503,974

Redundant and unclear legislation. 13

supplementary, 3, 425, 1051, 1054
Quorums, 332, 412, 805
Reading of speeches, I 180
Relevance, 4, 28, 37, 54, 55, 56, 57, 82, 83, 87, 88, 90, 91, 103,

119,139,157,158,159,161,162,214,263,265,267,270,285,
305,309,341,344,345,347,349,352,353,357,362,363,370,
381,406,411,412,423,516,520,528,529,530,581,613,621,
648,668,669,670,671,673,692,693,725,727,728,733,738,
758,759,760,761,763,764,767,769,776,777,778,779,780,
782,793,796,800,803,804,807,828,834,839,840,841,859,
860,866,869,870,874,995,997,999,1002,1008,1012, 1059,
1080,1089,1184,1185,1187,1215,1216,1232, 1239
Sub judice rule, 671, 672, 673, 973, 1181
Tedious repetition, 784,1239
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 71, 72, 75, 90, 91,109,

247,654,837,1173,1174,1180,1181,1184,1221
Rural Victoria
Rail services, q 708

Sidiropoulos, the late Theodore, Esq" 489
Smoke alarms, 697, 701,1195,1198
South East Water
Waterquality, 1032, 1039

Speaker, The
Absence, I

Sport

International Six-Day Motorcycle Enduro, q 970
Schoolboy cricket carnival, 878, 882

Sport and recreation industry, 809
State revenue
Goods and services tax, q 1, q 3

Sewerage schemes, 563, 566
Women' 5 leadership bursaries, q 178

State Revenue Office
Auditor-General's report, 791

Steel-jawed traps, 547
Strzelec:ki State Forest, 401, 631, 1113
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Sun He:althcare Group, q 709, q 912, 1033, 1039, q 1053
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Victorian certificate of education

Mature-age students, 60, 64

Sunbury

Victorian School of Languages, 623, 629

Heritage buildings, 786, 789
Sunbury Road, Bulla, 210, 213

VlLine Passenger, q 708

Sunbury Secondary CoUege, 469, 473

(See also Rail)

w

Sunshine Avenue, Keilor, 470, 473
Supreme Court

Wangaratta Festival of Jazz, q 913

Jurisdiction, 561
Swimming pool fences, 1251, 1253

T
T AFE (See Tertiary education and training)
Taylors Lane--WeIlington Road intersection, RowviUe, 143, 149
Teachers

Conduct, 1104, 1 I 10
LOTE awards, 394, 399
Shortage, q 819, 877, 882,1250,1256
Tertiary education and training

Apprenticeships, q 575
Virtual TAFE campus, q 971

Warragul Special Developmental School, 958, 961
Water industry

Irrigation:
farmers'rights, 144, 147
Gippsland, 9
Noojee supply, 146,148
Rural infrastructure, q 1138
Storages, q 322
(See also individual water authority names)
Watercraft

Registration renewals, 466, 473
Waverley Park

Closure, q 2, 468, 473
Wedderbum

Tobacco

Sewerage system, 69

Franchise fees, 958, 961
Werribee
Torres Strait Islanders (See Aboriginals)
Tullamarine Freeway

Toxic waste dump, 396, 398
West Gate Freeway

~eway,

1248, 1252
~oise controls, 8

Noise controls, 153
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, 1113

u

Westaflex (Australia) Pty Ltd, 697, 701
Westall Road, Spnngvale

Under-age smoking, 623, 627

Proposed overpass, 788, 790

Uniting Church

Whitehorse, City of

F1emington, q 321,465,466,470,471

v

Dry areas, 61, 68

Wodonga

Rural development office, 627, 630
Vicroads

Westall Road overpass, 788, 790
(See also Roads)

Victoria

Asset privatisation, q 707
Economic management, q 499, q 815

Women

Action plan. q 1225
Latrobe Valley services, 880,883
Rural bursaries, q I 78, q 1228
Wonthaggi

Police complex. q 423
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Workcover

MEMBERS

Common-law access, q SOl
Premiums, 144, 151
Safety inspectors. q 252
Sale office, q 251

ANDRIANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)

y

Adjournment

Hellenic Antiquities Museum, 1105
Plenty Parldands primary school, 786
Youth

Bills

Health bus service, 212, 215
Housing Access and Support program, 64, 67

Licensing and TribWlal (Amendment) Bill, 1078
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 932

Risk and protective factors, q 573
Condolences

z

Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 493
Rulings, 37, 520, 738,1221,1222

Zoological Parks and Gardens Board

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Chief executive officer, q 972
ANDRIGHETIO, Mr (Narracan)
Adjournment
Warragul Special Developmental School, 958

Water: Noojee supply, 146
Bills

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1090
Planning and Envirorunent (Amendment) Bill, 363
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 1157
Petitions

Late-term abortions, 254
St Joseph's Presbytery, WarraguI, 974
Questions without notice

International Six-Day Motorcycle Enduro, 970
Water:storages,322

ASIll.EY, Mr (Bayswater)
Bills

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bil~ 936
MacKillop Family Services Bill, 871
Questions without notice

Housing: Kensington estate, 425
TAFE: virtual campus, 971

BATCHELOR, Mr (Thomastown)
Adjournment

Buses: Altona, 147
Legionnaire's disease, 1194, 1249
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Planning: advertising, 467
Public transport: automatic ticketi.ng, 696
Rail: LaJor crossing, 626
Bills
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 392
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 917
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 578,1219
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 763
Rail Corporations (Fmther Amendment) Bill, 580, 721,1143
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 130
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 43, 597
Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 861
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 325, 830
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 1244
Program, 258,715
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 18
Points of order, 3, 17, 158, 160,214,468,658,671,672,708,749,
758,837,1221,1239
Questions without notice
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 1141

BRACKS, Mr (Williarnstown)
Adjournment
Preschools: Horsham, 625
Tobacco franchise fees, 958
Workcover: premiums, 144
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Roads: funding, 501
Workcover
common-law access, 501
safety inspectors, 252

BRUMBY, Mr (Broadrneadows) (Leader of the Opposition)
Adjournment
Melbourne Market Authority: chairperson, 955
Schools: finances, 145
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 262
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1163
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1186
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 1115

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 598
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 36
Local Government (NiIIurnbik Shire Council) BiU, 994
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 950
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 274
Business of the house
Adjournment, 155
Christmas felicitations, 1242
Program, 717, 979
Right of reply, 21
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 19
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 489

Gas: Longford explosion, 297
Auditor-Genera1: government finances, 1042
Grievances
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 633
Local Government (Amendment) BiU, 141
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 937
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 279
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 732, 1159
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 324, 632
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 523

Gas: umgford explosion, 308

Melbourne Market Authority: chairperson, 552
Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary interests,
551
Melbourne Market Authority, 791
Members: conflict of interest, 246
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, 245, 246
Parliament
Staffretirement, 914

Petitions
Housing: rent increase, 10

Petitions
Preschools: funding, 712

Points of order, 82
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Annual report, 974
Year 2000 problem, 1114
Questions without notice

Points of order, 4, 157, 158,426,427, 574, 656, 1050, 1054, 1140,
1184,1226
Questions without notice

Crown Casino
bidding process, 967

Gas: Longford explosion, 322

tax concessions, 705, 1049

Gas industry: privatisation, 323

tendering process, 1138
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Gas
Longford ice blockage, 250
Longford safety inspections, 251

Gas industly: tender process, 706
GST
City Link tolls, 92

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 526
Victorian Instinne of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 334

Petitions
Bendigo casino, 974

Points of order, 729

hospitals, 5
state revenue, I, 3
Melbourne Market Authority
chairperson, 572, 574, 655, 815, 818
management, 909, 911
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
Harvest Grain, 175

pecuniary interests, 246, 248, 318, 319, 422, 423, 425, 495, 496,
500,1224
Premier: conflict of interest, 320

CAMPBELL, Ms (pascoe Vale)

Adjournment
Ballarat Community Legal Service, 1104
Child care: regulations, 62, 623
Latrobe Valley: women's services, 880
Preschools: funding, 699
Rowville and District Neighbourhood House, 1192
Tullamarine Freeway: Gateway, 1248
Woodlands school cluster, 785

BURKE, Ms (Prahran)
Bills

Adjournment

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 647

Smoke alanns, 697

Education (Amendment) Bill, 616

Youth health bus, 212

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 828

Bills

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1092
Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 387

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 390

MacKillop Family Services Bill, 872

Local Goverrunent (Amendment) Bill, 39
Local Goverrunent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 930
Local Goverrunent (NilIumbik Shire Council) Bill, 671

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 1237

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 1236
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 349
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 537

Points of order, 37
Questions without notice
Flemington church demolition, 321

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 48

Gas: Longford explosion, 312
Grievances
Child care: regulations, 548

Petitions
Cemeteries and crematoria, 1041
Children: sexual assault, 10, 255
Preschoo1s: funding, 255,885, 1114

CAMERON, Mr(Bendigo West)

Adjournment
Bendigo: emergency services communications, 143
Dunolly sewerage system, 957

Points of order, 179,874, 1185, 1238
Questions without notice
Adoption: records, 711
GST: adult learning, 179

Ovine Johne's disease, 1193
Police: central Victoria, 1036

eARLI, Mr (Coburg)

Rail: Bendigo workshops, 539
Schoolboy cricket carnival, 878
Bills
Appeal Costs Bill, 768

Adjournment
Rail: Tinning Street crossing, Brunswick, 209
Bills

Bail (Amendment) Bill, 864

Appeal Costs Bill, 769

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 390
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bm, 1087

Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 127

Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 388

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 850

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 603

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 606

National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 58

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 939
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Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 1234
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 282
Planning and Envirorunent (Amendment) Bill, 346
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 725,1148
Petitions

Momington public car pari<, 13
Steel-jawed traps, 547
Points of order, 212
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Sunbury Road, Bulla, 213
Rail
Bendigo workshops, 544
Taylors Lane-Wellington Road intersection, Rowville, 149
Tinning Street crossing, Brunswick, 212
Bills

Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 1206
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 130
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 720, 728, 979,1157

CLARK. Mr (Box Hill)

Road Safety (Amendment) Bil~ 133, 134, 135, 136
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 597, 598

Auditor-General: government finances, 1057

Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 661
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 325, 461,841,843

Bills

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 640
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1169
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1101
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 1145
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1162
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 632
Points of order, 1181

COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood)
Adjournment

East Burwood brickworks site, 624
Melbourne Market Authority: chairperson, 696

National Road Transport Commission, 502
Petitions

Momington public car park, 9
Points of order, 835
Questions without notice

Public transport
automatic ticketing, 1141
disabled access, 972
infrastructure, 819
refonn, 910
Rail: metropolitan services, 1140
V!Line Passenger, 708

Bills

Planning and Envirorunent (Amendment) Bill, 345
Business of tbe bouse

Adjournment, 168
Program, 261
Condolences

Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 492
Petitions

CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
Bills
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 777, 921

Petitions
Deer Park Community Health Service, 153
Rulings, 28, 88, 90, 91, 92, 332, 362, 363, 627, 667,668,725,833,
834,835,837,1019,1080,1081,1116,1124

Dental Practice Bill, 254
Points of order, 912

COOPER, Mr (Momington) (Minister for Transport)
Adjournment

Buses
Altona, 149
Rowville--Dlen Waverley, 397
Greensborough-Lower Plenty-Rosanna roads: noise levels, 397

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

DA VIES, Ms (Gippsland West)
Adjournment

Preschools: funding, 624
Rail: Warragul passenger service, 1195
Schools: finances, 62
Bills

Momington Peninsula Freeway: emergency telephones, 149

Liquor Control Refonn Bill, 903

Public transport: Metcard agencies, 544

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 673

Scoresby Freeway: EES, 213

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 735
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Business of the house

Adjournment, 167
Petitions

Bass Coast: special charge scheme, 153

BLF Custodian, 13
Business of the house

Division list, 154
Distinguished visiton, 954

Preschools: funding, 712, 1114
Strzelecki State Forest., 401,631, 1113
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, 1113

Governor's speech

Address-in-reply, 17

Points of order, 160, 161, 162,423,1200

New member, 1, 35

Questions without notice

Parliamentary departments

Parks Victoria: management, 971

Annual reports, 1041

Police: Wonthaggi complex, 423
Resignation of member, 1

DEAN, Dr (Berwick)
Bills

Rulings, 2, 3, 4, 7, 17, 69, 71, 72, 75, 78, 82, 93, 96, 155, 157, 158,
159,168,175,177,178,179,285,352,353,354,357,375,380,
381,382,384,387,395,528, '529,530,716,717,800,803,804,
805,807,874,882, 1103, 1104, 1107, 1194

Appeal Costs Bill, 768
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 865

Warrant to swear in memben, 34

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 848

(See also McGRATB, Mr J. F. (Warrnamboo1) and Rulings by the
Chair in SUBJECTS)

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 983
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 181
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1085

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 1073
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 860
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 115
Fitzgerald report on corruption, 82
Points of order, 860, 866

DIXON, Mr (Dromana)
Adjournment

Freeza, 879
Momington Peninsula Freeway: emergency telephones, 145
Smoke alarms, 1195
Watercraft: registration renewals, 466
Bills

DELAHUNTY, Ms (Northcote)
Adjournment

PANCH site, 210

People Together project, I 195
Public transport: fines, 787
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 271

Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1178
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 391

Local Govenunent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 934
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 357

Education (Amendment) Bill, 622
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 760, 947
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 521
Petitions

Balnarring gas supply, 1041
Point King beach, Portsea, 401
Points of order, 516
Questioos without notice

Electricity: winter power bonus, 4
Interact multimedia festival, 577

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 589
Fitzgerald report on corruption, 79
Points of order, 1183

DOLUS, Mr (Richmond)
Adjournment

Bayside: possible govenunent action, 1106
Flemington church demolition, 465
DEPUTY SPEAKER, The (Hon. J. F. McGrath)
Absence of Speaker, 1

Bills

Building (phunbing) Bill, 876
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 1076

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 25
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill,
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Bills

no

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 668, 1003

Petroleum Bill, 293
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 339
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 491

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 382

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 28
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 777, 920
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 1007
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 356
Points of order, 28, 87, 88,91,362,363,468,778,779, 780, 782,
995

Petitions

Momington public car park, 11
Points of order, 28, 177, 668, 672, 750, 968, 1002

Questions without notice
Apprenticeships: programs, 575
Capital gains tax: trusts, 175
Public transport: infrastructure, 818

DOYLE, Mr (Malvem)

Rail: metropolitan services, 1140

Adjournment
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, 955
Bills

Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 431
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 100

GARBUIT, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment
Greensborough--Lower Plenty-Rosanna roads: noise levels, 395
Patterson River: waste dumping, 11 03
Point King beach. Portsea, 538
South East Water: water quality, 1032

ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Bills

Adjournment
Teachers
conduct, 1104
shortage, 1250

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 401, 418, 419
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 389
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 50
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 825, 1135

Bills
Education (Amendment) Bill, 613
Points of order, 572

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 1015
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 324, 457,751,754
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 53
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 512
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 336

ELLlOTT, Mrs (Mooroolbark)

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 264

Grievances
Rural Victoria: sewerage schemes, 563
Melbourne Market Authority, 803

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 592
Petitions
Petitions
Police: Croydon station, 154

Boort sewerage system, 712
Minyip sewerage scheme, 1113
Wedderburn sewerage system, 69

FINN, Mr (fullamarine)

Points of order, 55, 395, 803, 805, 807

Adjournment

Questions without notice

Hurne: Sunbury developments, 539

Melbourne Market Authority: chairperson, 709

Mickleham-Somerton roads, Greenvale, 1034
Moonee Valley: Ascot Vale easement, 397
Sunbury: heritage buildings, 786
Sunbury Road, Bulla, 210

GILLEIT, Ms (Werribee)
Adjournment

Sunbury Secondary College, 469
Wenibee: toxic waste dump, 396
ALP: federal candidate for Dickson, 254
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Bills

Westaflex (Australia) Pty Ltd, 701

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bil~ 651, 658

WestaIl Road overpass, 790

Arts Acts (Amendment) BiIl, 270

Woodlands school cluster, 790

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
BilI,414

Bills

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 375, 382

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 380

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 990

Education (Amendment) Bill, 325
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, I J 89,1190, 1191
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 504

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1090

Local Government (NiIlumbik Shire Council) Bill, 1019
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 280

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 784

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 351

Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 886, 890, 891

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 114

Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 663

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 739
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 519
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 840

Melbourne Market Authority, 807

Business of the bouse
Adjournment, 155, 1202
Grievances, 257
Program, 24, 257, 504, 714,978
Right of reply, 20

Points of order, 520, 1089, 1184

Sessional orders, 714
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 18

GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Education)
Adjournment

Arthurs Creek Road, Hurstbridge, 701
Audrey Brooks Preschool, 790
Bridges: River Murray, 790
Buses: Eltham-Diamond Creek., 701
Business: millennium bug, 701
Corangamite: catchment managernent authority, 960
Dunolly sewerage system, 961

Eastern Freeway: tolls, 701
Education: consultant, 959
Frankston Special Developmental School, 960
Great Alpine Road, 959
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club, 959

Parliamentary committees
Membership, 154

Patriotic Funds Council, 547
Points of order, 778

Questions without notice
GST: education, 94
Schools
integration assistance, 1139
maintenance, 424, 1052
self-governance, 1226
Schools of the Third Millennium, 498
Teachers: shortage, 8 J9

Melbourne Market Authority
CEO,960
chairperson, 959
National Gallery: dispute, 70 I
Plenty Parklands primary school, 790

HAERMEYER, Mr(Yan Yean)
Adjournment

Arthurs Creek Road, Hurstbridge, 698

Preschools: funding, 701

Federal member for McEwen, 879

Public transport

Member for Eltham: pecuniary interests, 1251

automatic ticketing, 701

NilIumbik: CEO, 208

fines, 790

Planning: Epping quany, 146, 1034

Roads: cattle underpasses, 790
Schools
finances, 66
Laptops for Teachers, 701
mernber for Footscray, 65

newspaper article, 960
Smoke alarms, 701
Tobacco franchise fees, 961
VCE: mature age students, 64
Warragul Special Developmental School, 961

Bills
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 383
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 504
LiquorContro) Reform Bill, 324, 455, 741

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 674, 1009
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 361
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 366

Grievances
Nillumbik: council dismissal, 559
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Nillumbik Shire Council, 503
Petitions

Craigiebum: public transport, 120 I
Hurstbridge roadworks, 1201
Points of order, 82, 88, 90, 91, 211, 362, 363, 454, 749,969, 1012,

1218,1251, 1252
Questions without notice
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HONEYWOOD, Mr(Warrandyte) (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training and Minister assisting the Premier on
Multicultura1 Affairs)
Adjournment

Ballarat Australian Timken, 399
BaIlarat High School, 545
Black Rock Primary School, 1039
Bridges: EchUC&-Moama, 1039
Essendon Youth Accommodation Group, 545

Melbourne Custody Centre, 497
Police: strength, 973

HAMll.. TON, Mr (Morwell)
Bills

Fairhills High School, 546
Fines: payment, 545
LOTE awards, 399
Mickleham-Somerton roads, Greenvale, 1039
Myrtle-Hargreaves streets intersection, Bendigo, 68
Narre Warren South primary school, 546

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1173
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 824,1126

Office of Housing: IT management, 399

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 98, 580

Police: central Victoria, 1039
South East Water: water quality, 1039
Sun Hea1thcare Group, 1039

Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 332
Personal explanations, 1208
Petitions

Goolum Goolum cultural officer, 1041
Points of order, 96, 529

Point King beach, Portsea, 545

Whitehorse: dry areas, 68
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 274

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 392
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 98, 205, 596

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong) (Minister for Housing and Minister
responsible for Aboriginal Affairs)
Aboriginal and T orres Strait Islander children
Bringing them home, 1041

Points of order, 580
Questions without notice

Apprenticeships: programs, 575
Education: adult learning, 97
TAFE: virtua1 campus, 971

Adjournment

Group Self Build Program, 1109
HULLS, Mr (Niddrie)

Bills

Building (Plumbing) Bill, 608
MacKillop Family Services Bill, 608
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 1136
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1094
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 142
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1163
Questions without notice

GST: pensioners, 177
Housing
Aboriginal, 50 I
departmental targets, 1228
Kensington estate, 425

Adjournment

Crown Casino: tax concessions, 469
Melbourne Market Authority: CEO, 956
Bills

Appeal Costs Bill, 324, 765
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 863
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 121
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
BilI,409,419
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 366, 380, 856, 858
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 844, 854
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 820,
980
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 169,830
Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 579, 680, 1208
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 1131
Lega1 Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1079, 1094

(24)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 98, 385
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 1070
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 898
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 672
Magistrates' Coun (Amendment) Bill, 820, 890, 891

Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 858
Printers and Newspaper.; (Repeal) Bill, 106

Business of the bouse
Adjournment, 163
FitzgeraJd report on corruption, 69

Bills

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 510
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 527
Petitions

Late-term abortions, 8
Questions without notice
Public transport: disabled access, 972
Schools: integration assistance, 1139
Victoria: economic management, 499

Melbourne Market Authority, 798

JOHN, Mr (Bendigo East)

Points Gforder, 119,209,800,1181,1216

Bills

Questions without notice
Crime: victim assistance, 710
Crown Casino: tax concessions, 575, 653
Melbourne Market Authority

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 374
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 535
Federal--State Relations Committee
Australian federalism, 885

CEO,708
management, 816
Member for Eltham: pecuniary interests, 1138, 1139
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board: CEO, 972

Petitions
Myrtle-Hargreaves streets intersection, Bendigo, 60
Questions without notice
Schools: maintenance, 424

JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)
Adjournment
Bridges: River Murray, 786
Floods: north-eastern Victoria, 538
Bills

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 892
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 277
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 359
Points of order, 352
Questions without notice
Wangaratta Festival of Jazz, 913
Rulings, 341, 342,344,345,776,777,778,779, 1011,1012,1013,
1127, 1128, 1129, 1134, 1135

KENNETI, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, Minister for Multicultural
Affairs and Minister for the Arts)
Adjournment
Hellenic Antiquities Museum, 1107
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 97,191

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 719, 821, 824
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 97, 192
Business of the bouse
Christmas felicitations, 1241
Commonwealth treaty documents, 502
Condolences

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 489
Parliament

JENKINS, Mr (Ballarat West)
Adjournment
Ballarat: Australian Timken, 393

Staffretirement, 914
Points of order, 658, 968, 1051, 1054
Questions without notice

Ballarat High School, 541
Corangamite: catchment management authority, 956
Eureka Day, 1194
Lake Wendouree: European carp, 63

Capital gains tax: trusts, 175
Crown Casino: tax concessions, 576, 653, 705, 1050

East Gippsland: flood recovery, 93, 496,705
Employment: government policies, 422
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Gas industry

Local Goverrunent (Amendment) Bill, 41
Local Goverrunent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 925

Longford explosion, 247,319,322, 495
Longford ice blockage, 250

Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 760

Longford safety inspections, 251

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 593

GST
benefits, 248
City Link tolls, 92
hospitals, 5, 6, 7
state revenue, I, 3
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Grievances

Housing: transitional program, 567
Petitions

West Gate Freeway: noise controls, 153

Hellenic Antiquities Musewn, 967
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive: credit card, 968,
%9,1052
Mildura Base Hospital, 96, 709, 912

Questions without notice

GST: pensioners, 177
Housing: departmental targets, 1228

Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary interests,
248
Ouyen: vanilla slice competition, 655

LANGDON, Mr (lvanhoe)

Police: recruitment. 498
Premier: conflict of interest, 320

Adjournment

Remembrance Day, 1051

Audrey Brooks Preschool, 789

Sun Healthcare Group, 1054

Oriel Road, Heidelberg West, 627

Wangaratta Festival of Jazz, 913
Waverley Park: closure, 2

Planning: procedures, 1036

Workcover
common-law access, 501
safety inspectors, 252

Westaflex (Australia) Pty Ltd, 697

Bills
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 916
Local Goverrunent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 940
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 1018

KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 364
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 338

Adjournment
Dairy industry: milk prices, 540

Petitions

Goulburn Valley Envirorunent Employment Program, 1034

Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 712

Irrigation: farmers' rights, 144

Heidelberg drug rehabilitation centre, 154
Heidelberg pedestrian crossing, 153

Bills

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 1133
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 602

Rail: Rosanna corridor, 712
Points of order, 362

Business of the house

Program, 716
Questions without notice

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 250

Housing: Aboriginal, 501

LEAN, Mr (Carrwn)

Bills
Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 409
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 531
Points of order, 516

KOSKY, Ms (Altona)
Questions without notice
Adjournment

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 247

Office of Housing: IT management, 394
Youth: Housing Access and Support program, 64
LEIGH, Mr (Mordial\oc)
Auditor-General: government fmances, 1063
Adjournment

Bills

ALP

Education (Amendment) Bill, 619

Cheltenham signs, 395

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 506

Mordialloc signs, 626
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Braeside Park, 1036
Greater Dandenong

landfill,468
Lyndhurst tip, 209
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 62, 787

Business of the bouse

Program, 260
Gas: Longford explosion, 257, 304
Personal explanations, 502

ALP: federal candidate for Dickson, 254
Petitions
Bills

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, JOl4

Golf View Hotel, Geelong, 9
Home loan schemes, I] 13

Fitzgerald report on corruption, 89

Points of order, 777, 782

Grievances

Questions ~out notice

AMWU state secretary, 550

Gas industry: interstate pipeline, 424

Points of order, 71, 75, 88,155,332,785,1012
LUPTON, Mr (Knox)
Questions~outnotice

Greater Dandenong: Lyndhurst tip, 177

LEIGHTON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment

PANCH site, 1196
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 649
Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, \077
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 108

LIM, Mr (Clayton)
Adjournment

LOTE awards, 394
PriSOl1S: Vietnamese offenders, 881
Westall Road overpass, 788
Bills

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1091

Liquor Control Refonn Bill, 905
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 1156

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Bills

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 986
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 579, 1165
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 182
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 580, 691,1095
Local Govenunent (Amendment) Bill, 32
Local Govenunent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 325, 782
Petroleum Bill, 286
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 131
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 326

Adjournment

Business: millennium bug, 698
Fairhills High School, 542
Knox: SES, 881
Monbulk Creek: platypus protection, 1193
Rail: Boronia station, 789
Swimming pool fences, 1251
Taylors Lane-Wellington Road intersection, RowvilIe, 143
Under-age smoking, 623
Bills

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 383
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 507
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 35
Local Govenunent (Governance and Melton) Bill, 923
Local Govenunent (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, IOI7
Grievances

Building industry: on-site toilets, 558
Questions without notice

Youth: risk and protective factors, 573

McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)
Bills

Conservation, Forests and Lands (MiscelIaneous Amendments)
Bill, 412
Melbourne Cricket Growld (Amendment) Bill, 758,942
Petroleum Bill, 291
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 738
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 524
Business of the house
Program, 718
Melbourne Market Authority, 80 I
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Points of order, 55, 156, 158,309,363,406,411,412,520,758,
800, 1140, 1187
Questions without notice
Schools of the Third Millennium, 498
Rulings, 119, 161, 162, 165,209,210,211,213,214,215,314,749,
750,780,781,782,784,839,840,841,1215,1216,1218,1232,
1233,1239,1240
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

McCALL, Ms (Frankston)
Adjournment
Peninsula Health Care Network, 1193

Bills
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 85 I
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 173, 180
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 107
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1160
Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 588
Questions without notice
Environment: air quality, 6
Forest industry: regulations, 500
Women: action plan, 1225
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Bentleigh: graffiti, 883
Federal member for McEwen, 882
Fire: education department land, Rye, 1111
Freeza, 882
Knox: SES, 883
Latrobe Valley: women's services, 883
Liquor. purchaser identification, 883
Me1boume Market Authority: management, 883
Mildura: early intervention therapy services, 151
Motor vehicles: uninsured repairs, IIII
Patterson River. waste dumping, 1110
Prisons: Vietnamese offenders, 883
Roads: Grovedale speed limit, 1110
St Kilda sea baths, 1110
Schoolboy cricket carnival, 882
Schools: finances, 151
Scoresby transport corridor, 882
Smoke alarms, 1198
Teachers
conduct, 1110

shortage, 882
Workcover. premiums, 151
Bills

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 511
Public Sector Reform (Further Amendments) Bill, 1069
Statute Law Revision (Repeals) Bill, 1069
Personal explanations, 245

\-IeGlLL, Mrs (Oakleigh)
Bills

Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 860
Questions without notice
Gas industry: Port Campbell storage, 817
Investment strategic recruitment program, 95

MeGRA TH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool)
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 1246

Points of order, 803
Questions without notice
Gas industry: Longford explosion, 252

Melbourne Custody Centre, 497
Melbourne Market Authority: chairperson, 573
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
HaIVest Grain, 175
p~&yinterests,247,319,422,423,425,495,496,500,

Police
strength, 973
Wonthaggi complex, 423

Petitions
Dental Practice Bill, 10
(See also DEPUTY SPEAKER, The (Hon. J. F. McGrath»

McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)
Adjournment
Frankston Special Developmental School, 956

McGRATH, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections)
Adjournment
Baimsdale: emergency services, 397
Ballarat Community Legal Service, 1110
Bellarine Highway-Banks Road intersection, Marcus Hill, 1111
Bendigo: emergency services communications, 151

Bills
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 906
Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 50
Questions without notice
Police: recruitment, 498

1224
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MACLELLAN, Mr (pakenham) (Minister for Planning and Local
Government)
Adjournment
ALP: Cheltenham signs, 398
Bayside: possible government action, 1109
Bodies corporate:

~

depreciation, 150

City Link: international gateway, 398
Essendon: hospital site, 1037
Flemington church demolition, 470, 471
Greater Dandenong: landfill, 471
Hume: Sunbwy development, 545
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 67, 789
Moonee Valley: Ascot Vale easement, 398
Planning
advertising, 471
Epping quarry, 150, 1037
procedures, 1037

Lake Wendouree: European carp, 66
Melbourne Market Authority: chaiIper-son, 700
Water. Noojee supply, 148
Bills

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) BilI, 6IJ7, 6IJ8
Petroleum Bill, 97
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 97
Business or the bouse
Christmas felicitations, 1244
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 491

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 310
Grievances
Melbourne Market Authority: chairper-son, 554

Rail: Boronia station, 789
Sunbury: heritage buildings, 789

Melbourne Market Authority, 796

Swimming pool fences, 1253

Parliament

TuIlamarine Freeway: gateway, 1252
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 398

Staffretirement, 915
Points of order, 791

Bills

Appeal Costs Bill, 764
Building (Plumbing) Bill, 695, 877
Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 325, 459, 782,
941
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 578, 665, 668,
673,1021
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 578
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 762, 763, 764
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 97
Nillumbik Shire Council, 502
Petitions
Momington public car park, 12

Questions without notice
Crown Casino: tendering process, 1138
Dairy industry: Gas crisis, 253
Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive: credit card,
1227
Melbourne Market Authority
CEO,708
chairperson, 574, 656, 709, 815, 818
management, 816, 909, 911
Member for Eltham: pecuniary interests, 1139, 1140
Water.storages,322
Water industry: rural infrastructure, 1138
Women: rural bursaries, 178, 1228

Points of order, 17,54,668, 1221,1232, 1238,1239,1240,1251
MADDIGAN, Mrs (Essendon)
Questioos without notice
Building industty: activity, 7
Flemington church demolition, 321
Gas industry: Port Campbell storage, 817
Greater Dandenong: Lyndhurst tip, 177
Local government compulsory competitive tendering, 969

Adjournment
City Link: international gateway, 393
Essendon hospital site, 1035
Essendon Youth Accommodation Group, 542
Flernington church demolition, 466
GST: books, 211
National Gallery: dispute, 698

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier and Minister for
Agriculture and Resources)
Adjournment

BiDs
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 265

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 681

Dairy industry: milk prices, 544

Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 436

Floods: north-eastem Victoria, 543
Irrigation: fanners' rights, 147

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 928

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 895
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Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 1230
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 761, 945
Planning and Envirorunent (Amendment) Bill, 354

Mll-DENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Adjournment

Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1029

Distance Education Centre, 623

Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 726, 1152

Education: consultant, 954
Fire: education department land, Rye, 1106

Transport (Amendment) Bill, 838
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Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 586

Irabina Special Developmental School, 1196

Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 335

Teachers: shortage, 877
VCE: mature-age students, 60

Petitions

Tullamarine Freeway: noise controls, 8
Points of order, 214, 581, 759,1232

Auditor-Genentl: government finances, 1055

Bills

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 381
MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment

Bridges: Echuca--Moama, 1033
Echuca: speech pathology services, 625
Roads: cattle underpasses, 788
Bills
Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 384
land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 1129
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1028
Grievances
DailY industry: gas crisis, 567

Life Education Australia, 566
Rural Victoria: sewerage schemes, 566

Education (Amendment) Bill, 325, 608
Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 827
Business of the house
Program, 718

Fitzgerald report on corruption, 86
Grievances

Schools: funding, 571
Points of order, 87, 88
Questions without notice

GST: education, 94

Teachers: shortage, 819

State education system, 313

Points of order, 759, 761
Questions without notice

NAPTHINE, Dr (portland) (Minister for Youth and Community
Services)

Building industry: activity, 7
Public transport: reform, 910
Rulings, 54, 411, 412, 572, 859, 860, 1059, 1180, 1181, 1\ 82, 1184,
1185, 1187, 1188

Adjournment

Breastfeeding, 1254
Child care: regulations, 67, 628
Crown Casino: tax concessions, 473

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Disability services recognition, 472
Drugs: detox places, 1253

MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Adjournment
Drugs: detox places, 1250

Echuca: speech pathology services, 629
Eumemmerring Secondary College, 213
Greater Dandenong: LyndhW"st tip, 214
GST: books, 214
Legionnaire's disease, 1197,1253

Bills

Nillumbik: CEO, 213

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 323, 643

PANCH site, 214

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1176
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1183

Planning: tabletop dancing, 214

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 1093

Preschools

Liquor Control Reform Bill, 908, 915

Peninsula Health Care Network, 1197

funding, 628
Horsham, 629
Rail: incident reporting, 473

Rowville and District Neighbourhood House, 1197
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St John of God Services: tender, 67
Sunbury Secondary College, 473
Sunshine Avenue, Keilor, 473

Questions without notice

Commonwealth Games 2006, 1225
GST: racing industry, 176

Under-age smoking, 627
Watercraft: registration renewals, 473
Waverley Park: closure, 473
Youth

Sport and recreation industry, 814

PA TERSON, Mr (South Barwon)

health bus. 215
Housing Access and Support program, 67

BiDs
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 867

Adjournment

Roads: Grovedale speed limit, 1103
Questions without notice

Education (Amendment) Bill, 463

Employment government policies. 422

Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1178

Victoria: asset privatisation, 707

Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 98, 201
Liquor Control Reform Bill, 452, 455
MacKilJop Family Services Bill, 693, 867, 875
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 754
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 104, 105
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 339
Health Services Commissioner

Annual report, 1114

PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)

BiDs
Classification (Publications, Films and Computer Games)
(Enforcement) (Amendment) Bill, 124
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 1229

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 46
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 836

Personal explanations, 245
Rulings, 347, 349,551,554,555,648,728,729,733,735
Points of order, 82, 179, 211, 874

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
Questions without notice

Adoption: records, 711
Disability Information Victoria, 973
Family services: Parentline, 911
Gaming: problem gambling, 1142
Gas industry: Longford explosion, 320

GST: adult learning, 179
Queen Elizabeth Centre, 179
Youth: risk and protective factoo;, 573

PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)
Bills

Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 268
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1183

Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, \088
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 110

Law Reform Committee
PANDAWPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)
Adjournment

Eurnemmerring Secondary College, 207

Fences Act, 1041
Points of order, 1179, 1180, 1181
Rulings, 692, 693, 1002, 1005, 1008, 1173, 1174

Narre Warren South primary school, 542
Rail: Narre Warren station, 1247

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Waverley Park: closure, 468

BiDs
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 138
Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 457, 758
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 579, 1023
Condolences

Theodore Sidiropoulos. Esq., 493
Points of order, 139, 759

PEULICH, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Adjournment

Bentleigh: graffiti, 880

Motor vehicles: uninsured repairs, 1106
Questions without notice

Family services: Parentline, 911
GST: benefits. 248
Hellenic Antiquities Museum, 967
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Rulings, 139, 140,565,743,866,869,870,957,959,1089,1251,
1252
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Petroleum Bill, 192
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 196
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 579, 676, 1031
Trade Measurement (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 365, 366
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 195

PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)

Points of order, 529

Adjournment

Questions without notice

Buses: Eltham-Diamond Creek, 699
Bills
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 42

Commonwealth Games 2006, 1226
GST: racing industry, 177
International Six-Day Motorcycle Enduro, 970

LocaI Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 999

Points of order, 422, 1002
Questions without notice

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 252
LocaI government compulsory competitive tendering, 968

RICHARDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)
Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 271

Business of the house
Adjowmnent, 159

PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)
Adjournment

Group Self Build Program, 1105

Petitions

Battery cages, 1113
Points of order, 160, 161, 162, 271

Wodonga: rural development office, 627
Bills

Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 604
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 1233
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 281
Plarming and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 353
Petitions

Corryong: health services, 153
Points of order, 759, 781

Rulings, 55, 56, 57, 103,263, 265, 267, 309, 370, 466, 468, 828,
936,995,997,999,1000
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

ROBINSON, Mr(Mitcham)
Adjournment

Eastern Freeway: tolls, 700
Public transport: Metcarct agencies, 540
Whilehorse: dry areas, 61

Questions without notice

Dairy industry: gas crisis, 253
Gaming: problem gambling, 1142

Bills
Arts Acts (Amendment) Bill, 273

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 376
Rulings, 83, 86, 87,270,271,924,1194,1195,1196,1199,1200
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 183
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 509
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 51
Liquor Control Refonn Bill, 90 1

PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (See SPEAKER, The
(Hon. S. J. Plowman»

REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport and Minister for
Rural Development)

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 137
Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 1020

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 284
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 57
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 103
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1030

Bills

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 735, 1161

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 750

Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 633

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 579, 677, 680, 1218

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 529

Liquor Control Refonn Bill, 324, 749, 918

(31)

Points of order, 57, 87, 88,285,426,427
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ROW£., Mr(Cranboume)

Bills

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 988
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 1154
Petitions

Cadles Road, Canum Downs, 9
Canum Downs secondary college, 9
Questions without notice

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 495

Business of the house

Christmas felicitations, 1245
Program, 715
Grievances

Container deposit legislation, 556
Petitions
Lat~term

abortions, 69, 401,1041

Mildura Base Hospital, 791
Points of order, 1008
Questions without notice

RY AN, Mr (Gippsland South)

Mildma Base Hospital, 96, 709

Adjournment

Great Southern Rail Trail, 1248
Bills

Gaming Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1217
Health Services (Fwther Amendment) Bill, 440
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bil~ 740

SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment

Sunshine Avenue, Keilor, 470
Bills

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 133

Business of the house
Condolences

Program, 260

Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 494

Fitzgerald report on corruption, 75
Petitions
Gas industry: Longford explosion, 306

Melbourne Market Authority, 805
Petitions

Accident Compensation Act, 631
Drugs: Israeli program, 631
Rail: Sydenham station, 631
Points of order, 1228

Gippsland: irrigation, 9
Rulings, 109,516,621,758,759,760,896
Points of order, 1216
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
Questions without notice

Gas industIy: Longford explosion, 320

Women: rural bursaries, 1228
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 13,255,503,974

SAVAGE, Mr (Mildura)

SHARDEY, Mrs (Caulfield)
Adjournment

Breastfeeding, 1252
Planning: tabletop dancing, 208
Schools: Laptops for Teachers, 699
Bills

Adjournment

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 826

Melbourne Market Authority: managernent, 880

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 927

Mildura: early intetvention therapy services, 144

Melbomne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 760
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 517

Bills

Liquor Control Refonn Bill, 907

Points of order, 139,210,516

Litter (Amendment) Bill, 548

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 1013
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1028
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 729

Questions without notice

Drugs: court programs, 711
Schools: self-governance, 1226
Women: rural bmsaries, 178
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SMIT~

Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)

Adjournment

Bodies corporate: asset depreciation, 147
Disability services: recognition, 469
Schools: newspaper article, 957
Bills
International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 505

Local Government (Nillumbik Shire Council) Bill, 674
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bil~ 119
Business of the bouse
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Personal explanations, 465
Rulings, 247, 248, 249, 250, 253, 254, 258, 302, 304, 305, 320, 323,
325,403,406,422,423,424,425,426,427,428,429,455,498,
499,500,573,574,575,576,577,578,581,613,654,655,656,
657,658,669,670,671,672,673,674,707,708,710,761,762,
763,764,767,769,785,791,792,793,794,795,796,816,817,
818,909,910,912, 913,968,969,970,973, 1031, 1050, 1051,
1052, 1053, 1054, 1055,1115,1139, 1140, 1142, 1201, 1225,
1226,1227, 1228
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)

Prograrn,258
Grievances
Education: Anglican synod task group, 569
Personal explanations, 684
Petitions
Amcor Ltd, 547
Late-term abortions, 8

Adjournment
Bellarine Highway-Banks Road intersection, Marcus Hil~ 1105
Queenscliffhatbour,1249
Schools: member for Footscray, 61

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 646
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1175

Points of order, 158

Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1182
Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bil~ 1151

Police: crime statistics, 1065

Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Repeal) Bill, 330

Questions without notice
Remembrance Day, 1051

SMITH, Mr I. W. (polwarth)
Auditor-General: government fmances, 1061
Business of the house
Adjournment, ) 65

SPEAKER, The (Hon. S. J. Plowman)

Questions without notice

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 319

STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)

Bills

Land Titles Validation (Amendment) Bill, 1124
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 280
Points of order, 668
Questions without notice
Ouyen: vanilla slice competition, 655

Absence of ministers, 422, 705, 909, ) 138, 1224
Auditor-General

STOCKDALE, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer and Minister for
Infonnation Technology and Multimedia)

Automatic ticketing, 1042
State Revenue Office, 791
Business of the house
Christmas felicitations, 1246
Remembrance Day, 974
Condolences
Theodore Sidiropoulos, Esq., 495

Auditor-General
Government finances, 974, 1047
Response by Minister for Finance, 1114

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 323, 446

Bail (Amendment) Bill, 548
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 547

Distinguished visitors, 502, 653, 705,909, 1049, 1224
Parliament
Staffretirement, 913

Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 891
Electricity Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 579,580,687
Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) BilL 580, 689, 691, 978
Patriotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 547
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Rail Corporations (Further Amendment) Bill, 580
Road Safety (Further Amendment) Bill, 547

Conservation, Forests and Lands (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill, 98, 201, 416, 419

State Taxation (Further Amendment) BilL 324, 730, 732

Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1069, 1203

Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 323, 324, 450

Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 98, 199
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 52

Budget outcome statement, 502

Gas industry: Longford explosion, 301

Melbourne Cricket Ground (Amendment) Bill, 324,456,457
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 286
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 58, 60

Questions without notice
Crown Casino: bidding process, 967
Electricity: winter power bonus, 4
Gas industry

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 365
Public Sector Reform (Further Amendments) Bill, 1202
Statute Law Revision (Repeals) Bill, 1202
Points of order, 57, 74, 285

interstate pipeline, 424
Longford explosion, 250
privatisation, 323
tender process, 706

Questions without notice
Environment air quality, 6
Forest industry: regulations, 500

Interact multimedia festival, 577

Parks Victoria: management, 971

Investment strategic recruitment program, 95

Zoological Parks and Gardens Board: CEO, 972

Minister for Police and Emergency Services: pecuniary interests,
320
Roads: funding, 501
Victoria
asset privatisation, 707
economic management, 499,815

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Black Rock Primary School, 1035
Liquor: purchaser identification, 882
Rail: incident reporting, 467

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management)
Adjournment

Bills

Education (Amendment) Bill, 618
Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 118

ALP: Mordialloc signs, 630

Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 532

Braeside Park, 1038

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 594

Distance Education Centre, 629
East Burwood brickworks site, 629
Eureka Day, 1199
Goulbum Valley Environment Employment Program, 1038

Grievances

Supreme Court: jurisdiction, 561
Points of order, 466

Great Southem Rail Trail, 1255
lrabina Special Developmental School, 1199

Questions without notice

Member for Eltham: pecuniary interests, 1256

Disability Information Victoria, 973

Monbulk Creek: platypus protection, 1198

Education: adult learning, 97

Oriel Road, Heidelberg West, 630
Ovine Johne's disease, 1199
PANCH site, 1199

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Redundant and unclear legislation, 13

People Together projeCt, 1199
Queenscliffharbour, 1255
Rail
Lalor crossing, 630
Narre Warren station, 1256
Warragu1 passenger service, 1200
Teachers: shortage, 1256

THW AlTES, Mr (Albert Park)
Adjournment
St John of God Services: tender, 63
St Kilda sea baths, 1103
Sun Healthcare Group, 1033

Wodonga: rural development office, 630
Bills

Barley Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 1069

Auditor-General: government finances, 1059
Bills

Bail (Amendment) Bill, 866
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Gas Industry Acts (Amendment) Bill, 692
Health Services (Further Amendment) Bill, 420, 427
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Questions without notice

East Gippsland: flood recovery, 93, 496, 705

Local Government (Governance and Melton) Bill, 778

MacKillop Family Services Bill, 867
Physiotherapists Registration Bill, 99

WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for Fair Trading
and Minister for Women's Affairs)

Business of the house

Program, 259,716
Right ofrepiy, 24
Teievising and broadcasting of proceedings, 19

Bills

Appeal Costs Bill, 324, 458
Bail (Amendment) Bill, 662
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 579, 686

Minister for Youth and Community Services, 246
Petitions

Deer Park Community Health Service, 153
Hospitals: pathology services, 1201
Points of order, 780, 866,910, I 181

Consumer Credit (Finance Brokers) Bill, 98, 197,856,857,858
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 659, 852, 854
Crimes, Confiscation and Evidence Acts (Amendment) Bill, 719,
820,993
Fundraising Appeals Bill, 185, 187, 188, 189,829
Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill, 579, 684
Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 98, 198, 388

Questions without notice

Licensing and Tribunal (Amendment) Bill, 579, 682, 1079

GST: hospitals, 6, 7

Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 820

Inner and Eastern Health Care Network executive: credit card, %8,
969,1051,1227

Printers and Newspapers (Repeal) Bill, 120

Paniotic Funds (Amendment) Bill, 660, 861

MildwaBase Hospital, 912
Sun Healthcare Group, 1053

TRA YNOR., Mr (Ballarat East)

Questions without notice

Crime: victim assistance, 710
Drugs: court programs, 711
Women: action plan, 1225

Bills

International Transfer of Prisoners (Victoria) Bill, 509
Petitions

Late-term abortions, 69, 502
Questions without notice

Queen Elizabeth Centre, 179
Schools: maintenance, i 052
V!Line Passenger, 708

WELLS, Mr (Wantima)
Adjournment

Buses: Rowville-Glen Waverley, 396
Scoresby freeway: EES, 207
Scoresby transport corridor, 878
Bills

Victorian College of the Arts (Amendment) Bill, 585

Water industry: rural infrastructure, 1138
Questions without notice
Sport and recreation industry, 809

Victoria: econornic management, 815
Waverley Park: closure, 2

TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)
Adjournment

Bairnsdale: emergency services, 394
Great Alpine Road, 955
Bills

Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 51
Livestock Disease Control (Amendment) Bill, 606

WILSON, Mrs (Dandenong North)
Adjournment

Fines: payment, 541
Bills

Fundraising Appeals Bill, 180
Racing and Betting Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1026

Road Safety (Driving Instructors) Bill, 189
Transfer of Land (Single Register) Bill, 531
Petitions

BaimsdaJe-Sale bus service, 9
Points of order, 520

Petitions

Bangholme pedestrian crossing, 8
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on Dotice answered during period covered by this index

Qn
14
15
16
17
21
22
50
51
57
66
71
81
88
94
97
102
109
lIO
III
113
114
115
116
119
120
121
124
125
126
370
371
372
373
375
376
378
385
387
388
389
390
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
404

I Portfolio and subject matter
Transport Greater Geelong boards, commissions and committees
Roads and Ports: Greater Geelong boards, commissions and committees
Housing: Greater Geelong boards, commissions and committees
Aboriginal Affairs: Greater Geelong boards, commissions and committees
Health: Greater Geelong boards, commissions and committees
Aged Care: Greater Geelong boards, commissions and committees
Health: Box Hill Hospital
Health: Box Hill Hospital
Housing: public waiting list
Conservation and Land Management: kerbside recycling review
Health: Mitcham ministerial visits
Conservation and Land Management: Eco Recycle Victoria
Police and Emergency Services: arson
Health: drug overdoses
Youth and Community Services: preschool integration systems programs
Tertiary Education and Training: Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture
Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water Mitcham office
Agriculture and Resources: Yarra Valley Water and South Eastern Water
Conservation and Land Management Point Gellibrand
Roads and Ports: Napier Street, White Hills
Police and Emergency Services: official travel, Essendon Airport
Treasurer: official travel, Essendon Airport
Agriculture and Resources: official travel, Essendon Airport
Roads and Ports: Mitcham B-double limitations
Roads and Ports: Springvale Road traffic lights
Roads and Ports: Koonung Trail
Police and Emergency Services: Mitcham traffic infringement notices
Health: cemetery finances
Housing: public tenants
Roads and Ports: Kororoit Creek Road pedestrian crossing
Police and Emergency Services: official business, 9 April 1998
Roads and Ports: Eastem Freeway lighting
Police and Emergency Services: Mitcham road fatalities
Housing: Mitcham rent increases
Conservation and Land Management Mitcham EPA investigations
Police and Emergency Services: electricity distribution company bushfire mitigation programs
Planning and Local Government Whitehorse demolition orders
Fair Trading: petroleum product quality monitoring
Agriculture and Resources: Mitcham streamflows
Conservation and Land Management: Phillip Island boardwalks
Conservation and Land Management: Environment Protection Authority
Conservation and Land Management: Dunolly office
Health: Bendigo Health Care Group
Transport: Metcard information line
Planning and Local Government Blackburn Shell site
Tertiary Education and Training: Box Hill TAFE
Health: dental legislation review
Transport: suburban rail passengers
Transport: minister's automatic ticketing purchases
Transport: minister's Met travel
Treasurer: official travel, Essendon Airport
Agriculture and Resources: official travel, Essendon Airport
Attorney-General: official travel, Essendon Airport

I Askedby
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRoblnson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MsCampbell
MrHamilton
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrBracks
MrCameron
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrBracks
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrCameron
MrCameron
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson
MrRobinson

Page
217
217
%3
%3
%3
475
217
217
703
218
475
218
475
476
219
222
222
223
223
224
224
224
1257
224
225
225
703
476
225
226
704
226
226
227
227
228
228
229
230
231
231
232
479
232
232
232
233
233
234
234
234
1257
234

I
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Qn
405
408
409
412
413
414
417
418
419
420
422
423
425
428
431
433
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444

445
446
447
453
455
456
457
458
459
461
467
471
476
477
483
485
495
496
497
503
505
523
556

I Portfolio and subject matter
Conservation and Land Management: official travel, Essendon Airport
Youth and Community Services: official travel, Essendon Airport
Tertiary Education and Training: official travel, Essendon Airport
Finance: official travel, Essendon Airport
Gaming: official travel, Essendon Airport
Youth and Community Services: official travel, Essendon Airport
Transport: official travel, Essendon Airpon
Roads and Ports: official travel, Essendon Airport
Housing: official travel, Essendon Airport
Planning and Local Government: official travel, Essendon Airport
Transport: automatic ticketing
Roads and Ports: Eastem Freeway extensions and links
Tertiary Education and Training: official duties, 23 April 1998
Police and Emergency Services: police costs of waterfront dispute
Fair Trailing: monitoring of fuel prices
Roads and Ports: Victorian Taxi Directorate
Agriculture and Resources: South East WaterlCity West Water services
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water supply interruptions
Agriculture and Resources: Regulator-General compliance
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water sewer spills
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water supply interruptions
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water supply interruptions
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water enviI'ornnent consultative group
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water quality complaints
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water water and sewerage mains
Roads and Ports: taxi licences
Transport: Mitcham automatic ticketing
Transport: Anzac Day train services
Tertiary Education and Training: official duties, I May 1998
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water development contribution fees
Roads and Ports: freeway noise
Transport: rail freight and gauge
Roads and Ports: Victorian Channels Authority
Police and Emergency Services: Mitcham railway station offences
Transport Mitcham automatic ticketing machines
Roads and Ports: Vicroads Blackburn office
Information technology and multimedia: IT project guidelines
Transport: Mitcham railway stations
Agriculture and Resources: Mitcharn river level and rainfall gauges
Transport: automatic ticketing
Planning and Local Government: Nillumbik CEO
Roads and Ports: T AC advertising budget
Agriculture and Resources: Waterways and Drainage Group
Agriculture and Resources: ACIL Dried Fruits Board report
Transport: metropolitan services
Planning and Local Government: NilIurnbik inquiry
Roads and Ports: Vicroads Blackbum site
Transport: V!Line Freight employees, Bendigo
Agriculture and Resources: Yarm Valley Water development contribution fees
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