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The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.
Ms Campbell- On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
I question the accuracy of Daily Hansard of
2 December 1997. During question time on that day I
asked the Minister for Youth and Community
Services a question regarding the time lines for
appeals for families who were unsuccessful in their
applications for integration aides for preschool
children. Those appeals would not have been heard
until March. As recorded in Daily Hansard, the
Minister for Youth and Community Services replied:
So that the process can be finalised, I am advised that

the appeals will be heard in February next year '"
I recall the minister's answer very clearly and I
jotted down the points at that time. The minister
said:
I am advised that those appeals will be heard so that

the process can be finalised in February next year '"
After the minister's answer I immediately spoke to
the manager of opposition business, the honourable
member for Thomastown, regarding the minister's
inaccuracy and, in my opinion, his misleading of the
house. I was advised by the manager of opposition
business to double-check my facts, which I did, and
in looking at the documentation supplied to families
found I was correct. The department advises families
that appeals will be considered at set intervals, the
cut-off dates for receiving appeals is
27 February - The SPEAKER - Order! The point of order does
not give the honourable member for Pascoe Vale the
opportunity to include additional material. If the
honourable member believes the Hansard record is
incorrect I will request that Hansard check the
record, check it with the minister and the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale and advise me
accordingly. I will make the results of that
investigation known to the house when they become
available to me.
Mr Batchelor - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
the opposition appreciates your offer to investigate
the accuracy of Hansard, but there are two issues
here. The first issue was the question of accuracy
raised with you by the honourable member for
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Pascoe Vale, which you have undertaken to
investigate, and that stems from the words used in
the answer and the words actually recorded in
Hansard which, as the opposition believes, differ
substantially from what was said.
The SPEAKER - I have just dealt with that.
Mr Batchelor - The other point goes to whether,
in answering in the manner the opposition
understands the minister did, that was misleading
the house. Mr Speaker, I seek your advice on how a
member of the opposition deals with a suggestion
that a minister has misled the house.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Thomastown has been in this place for a
long time and probably has a better knowledge of
standing orders and matters pertaining to the
potential misleading of the house, privilege and so
on than would most other members. He would be
well aware of the appropriate procedure to be
followed if there appears to be a prima facie case of
an honourable member misleading the house.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Workcover: changes
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that changes to Workcover
removing common-law rights, changing serious injury
rules and weekly benefit periods, setting high
qualifications for lump sum payments and deleting
appeals from medical panel decisions would unfairly
restrict the rights of injured workers.
Your petitioners therefore pray that Parliament will
reject the proposed changes.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By Mr Brumby (65 signatures) and Mr Lim
(89 signatures)

School buses: Ballarat
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
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The humble petition of the residents of Dales Creek,
Greendale and Greendale Views estate sheweth that a
secondary school bus is required to pick up students
from the Dales Creek, Greendale and Greendale Views
estate area to deliver them to Ballarat and home again.
Your petitioners therefore pray for the provision of a
secondary school bus service from Dales Creek,
Greendale and Greendale Views estate to Ballarat and
home again.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Thursday, 4 December 1997
for corruption and mismanagement in the
Victorian public sector.

Your petitioners therefore pray that:
the Auditor-General should have the sole power to
carry out, without fear or favour, the external audit
on all agencies which are owned by, controlled by
or substantially responsible to government;
the state government immediately abandon its
attempts to reduce the powers of the
Auditor-General.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Traynor (304 signatures)
By Mrs Maddigan (22 signatures)

Disability services: accommodation
support

Colac health care services

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that all people with
disabilities should be enabled to live, work, recreate
and be educated in the mainstream of community life.

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that it is our wish that Colac
Community Health Services not be subjected to
complete privatisation.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the Victorian
government enables this to occur through the
expansion of the in-home accouunodation support
program to enable people with disabilities to access
attendant care for all aspects of daily life including
work, recreation and education, to increase the present
limit of 34 hours per week to a level that meets each
person's needs and to enable all people waiting for the
scheme to be approved iuunediately.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
will fund and administer the agreed position reached
by the Victorian Department of Human Services and
the board of Colac Community Health Services,
namely, that the health facilities of Colac be
redeveloped on the current site with 45 acute and
45 aged-care beds with the remaining 33 beds available
to the private sector and that all other acute, aged and
primary care services be maintained by the Victorian
government for the people of Colac and surrounding
districts.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Clark (1684 signatures)

Auditor-General: independence
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The petition of the undersigned citizens of the state of
Victoria sheweth that:
the current system of independent auditing by the
Auditor-General of Victoria has served Victoria
well;
that the current review has shown that the
Auditor-General's Office is operating efficiently;
a reduction in the autonomy of the
Auditor-General will in turn create opportunities

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Loney (12 signatures), Mr Savage
(9 signatures) and Mr I. W. Smith (5261 signatures)

Auditor-General: independence
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of certain citizens of the state of
Victoria sheweth concerns over proposals to remove
the powers of the Auditor-General of the state of
Victoria to report independently and without fear or
favour to the Parliament on all financial and
administrative activities of government. Should
changes to the Audit Act proposed by the most recent
review of the office of the Auditor-General be
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implemented in legislation, his role as guardian of the
probity of government responsible to the Parliament
and people of Victoria would be greatly diminished.
Given that all previous reviews of the office of the
Auditor-General have attested to efficiency and
excellence in the discharge of its statutory duties, your
petitioners therefore pray that the present powers and
responsibilities of this office, as enshrined in the Audit
Act, be preserved and that proposals to change this act
be abandoned.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By Mr E. R. Smith (873 signatures)

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Auditor-General- Special Report No. 53 - Victoria's
multi-agency approach to emergency services: A focus
on public safety - Ordered to be printed
Freedom of Information Act 1982 - Report of the
Attorney-General on the operation of the Act for the
year 1996-97

Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - Orders pursuant to
section 8(4) increasing and decreasing the Project Area

Laid on table.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Mildura be considered next day on
motion of Mr SAVAGE (Mildura).

MILDURA RURAL CITY COUNCIL
Mr MACLELLAN (Min'ister for Planning and Local
Government) presented report of inquiry into
Mildura Rural City Council.

Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act
1978 - Summary of Variations Notified between
1 October 1997 and 3 December 1997 - Ordered to be
printed
Royal Botanic Gardens Board - Report for the year
1996-97 (two papers).

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Adjournment
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PRESIDING OFFICERS
Mr J. F. McGRATH (Warrnambool) presented
report of Presiding Officers for October 1996 to
September 1997.

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Plarming and
Local Government) - I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until a day and
hour to be fixed by Mr Speaker, which time of meeting
shall be notified in writing to each member of the house.
Motion agreed to.

EDUCATION (STATE SCHOOLS) BILL

Laid on table.

LAW REFORM COMMITTEE

Jury service
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) presented report on
inquiry into jury service in Victoria, volumes 2 and
3, together with appendices.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 20 November; motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - The opposition
opposes the legislation and scoms not just its
innocuous pretence of providing a
regulation-making power but also its intent to
discriminate against disabled students to
complement the government's vindictive legal
strategy.
As is typical of the government, the legislation is
neither enabling nor enriching. Instead of assisting
people it will discriminate against them, reducing
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their rights, constraining their actions and limiting
their options. In particular, it will narrow the life
opportunities of some of the most vulnerable people
in our community.

harsh treatment those who complain. Out of sight of
the public, it hopes, the government figuratively
takes to those people with a baseball bat by exposing
them to significant financial risk.

It is disgraceful legislation. We scorn it because it
undermines principles we hold dear - the principle
that vulnerable people should be protected against
discrimination and poor treatment and the principle
that government behaviour of this sort should not be
legitimised in legislation simply by dint of the
government's majority in this chamber.

As I said, the legislation results from the
introduction of the Futures for Young Adults
program at the end of last year. The opposition
became aware of the problems involved following
the announcement of the program when the harsh
realities became dear to the school communities of
the 8O-odd special schools around Victoria. Despite
the fact that the parents, the schools, and the school
communities were committed to transition
programs, the sting in the tail was that, as Mr Justice
Beach said, the students affected were to be
effectively expelled abruptly and unsympathetically.
It was only through bureaucratic inefficiency that
the deadline for the expulsions, which was the end
of last year, was extended to half-way through this
year. That was still an extraordinarily short time for
the contemplation of an action such as that.

The bill has been introduced as a result of the
government's loss in the Supreme Court following a
legal challenge by students from the Berendale
special school. In the words of Mr Justice Beach, that
resulted from the abrupt and unsympathetic
introduction of the Futures for Young Adults
program.
Typically, the government sought to intimidate the
parents of disabled students who dared challenge its
abrupt and unsympathetic introduction of the new
program by kicking their complaint to the Equal
Opportunity Commission, which would have
resulted in a hearing before the Anti-Discrimination
Tribunal, straight up to the Supreme Court, thereby
exposing them to hundreds of thousands of dollars
in legal costs. The government is continuing that
strategy by appealing to the Full Court of Appeal. In
so doing, it is again exposing concerned citizens who
are acting on behalf of a vulnerable group in our
community - young disabled students - to
considerable financial risk.
This is the Northland Secondary College case all
over again. The government has singled out a
vulnerable group for harsh treatment by denying its
members education opportunities. That was
challenged on the grounds of fairness and
discrimination. Rightly, the court found in favour of
the complainants and said that vulnerable citizens in
our community should not be subjected to such
treatment. But the government is continuing its
attempts to intimidate the complainants by
appealing against the decision and exposing them to
greater risk - and legislating to dose the gate.

When it discovers that some people have slipped
through its net the government ensures that nobody
else will be able to slip through by making it
impenetrable by dint of legislation that is designed
to protect and entrench the administrative action
taken by the department involved. As a second
string to the bow, the government singles out for

We have received a number of letters from parents
and school communities, particularly across the
metropolitan area. The letter which is probably the
most eloquent and which best summed up the
situation is from Mr Ian Woodward, whose
daughter was attending the Berendale school. The
letter, expresses, from the parents' perspective, the
inadequacies and the unfairness of the process. I will
read extracts from that letter, which says in part:
We enrolled our daughter at Berendale two years ago
when she was 16, specifically because we believed she
needed the security and continuity of a four-year
program. We still believe that, but we have been told
(although not in writing) that all 18-year-01ds are to be
removed from special schools by 30 June under the
Futures for Young Adults program and [about] the
decision to transfer responsibility for students with
disabilities who are aged 18 or over from the
Department of Education to the Department of Human
Services.

From that letter, which was written on 19 December
last year, it is apparent that at the end of the last
school year there was confusion, uncertainty and a
lack of clarity about the intent of the Department of
Education in introducing this new program and
effectively expelling disabled students aged 18 or
over from special schools. The letter continues:
We first became aware of a possible change in August,
and we wrote to the Minister for Education on
3 September outlining our concerns (see attached). We
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received a reply from the General Manager - School
Programs Division, dated 19 September, which merely
advised that the relevant ministers had' agreed in
principle' to the change and that Berendale would be
informed of the outcome of any decisions as to when
this process is to take place.
We are not objecting to the program itself; from what
we have been able to learn of it so far, it appears to be a
welcome improvement on the range of options
available to the disabled once they have finished
school. However, we do have very strong objections to
some aspects of the way the policy has been formulated
and is to be implemented.
First, it is arrogant and ill-informed to believe that all
young people are ready to move on from school as
soon as they turn 18. All kids mature at different rates
and what the architects of this policy fail (or refuse) to
realise is that most children with disabilities have a
very disrupted school life, frequently changing schools
a number of times and often missing long periods of
schooling through hospitalisation and some other form
of treatment. By the time they reach 18 many of them
may have had only 3 or 4 years of effective schooling.
This is something that is far too important to be
determined by such meaningless and arbitrary criterion.
Second, it is grossly unfair to be given so little notice.
The letter from the Minister for Youth and Community
Services announcing the program - the first that some
parents had heard of the change - was dated
11 November (barely a month before the end of the
school year) and our only opportunity to obtain some
details was a meeting with a representative from the
Department of Human Services at Berendale last night
(on the eve of the very last day of term)! Anyone who
has ever had anything but the most perfunctory contact
would be well aware that many people with
intellectual disabilities react poorly to uncertainty and
change; they need time to come to terms with new
situations and to feel confident and secure. Students,
parents and the schools need to have the option of at
least a full year to plan, prepare and adjust to such a
major change as this.
Finally, and most importantly, it is blatantly
discriminatory that students with disabilities should be
arbitrarily removed from special schools at the end of
the year in which they turn 18; this is not a restriction
that is imposed on others in the education system and
the injustice is even greater for those who are
unfortunate enough to have their birthday towards the
end of the year, as they are to be kicked out almost
immediately they turn 18, while someone whose
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birthday happens to be in January can remain until
they are almost 19.
This policy has not been properly thought through and
the opinions of those most concerned have been totally
ignored. Sadly, the individual needs and interests of
people with disabilities have clearly not been
considered either.

The letter appealed for help from the local member,
the Treasurer, Mr Stockdale. Unfortunately, it got
the standard ministerial response, which is that
regardless of what you say, we are proceeding
anyway. The letter points to two of the most
fundamental issues when considering the proposed
legislation.
The Supreme Court found that the government was
discriminatory by allowing VCE students to stay at
school beyond the age of 18 and by not allowing
students who were not enrolled in VCE to stay on.
The bill sets up two classes of students. The first
class is the students enrolled in VCE who can stay
on at school until they are 21 and the second is those
who are not enrolled in VCE who cannot stay at
school. One can reasonably expect that intellectually
disabled students will be found in the latter group.
That is one of the grounds on which the Supreme
Court found the actions of the department to be
discriminatory. That was the ounch of Mr Justice
Beach's judgment. He said expelling students when
they reached 18 would be detrimental to them and
was direct discrimination. It was particularly aimed
at intellectually disabled students. Obviously it did
not apply to students in mainstream schools
undertaking conventional VCE courses.
What has been the response of the government? One
would have hoped it would say that just as the VCE
allows students to continue until they are 21 as part
of the process of growing into young adults, there
should be a complementary program for students
unable to proceed through the VCE, particularly
students in special schools. But, no, the department
decided that if students are intellectually disabled
and unable to enrol in VCE, they are out by the time
they reach 18. The government discriminated
against those young people and now tries to
legislate to protect and legitimise its action and put
strict age limits on non-VCE students. This is not
good legislation. It is not good conduct by a
government and it is an inappropriate way to treat
our young people. Therefore, the opposition
proposes the following reasoned amendment. I
move:
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That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof the words 'this house
refuses to read this bill a second time until both the
outcome of proceedings known as StUJlrt Bacon and ors
v. State of Victoria (Department of Education) <Number
6991 of 1997) in the Supreme Court of Victoria, and the
draft regulations proposed under the legislation are
tabled in this house'.

The opposition seeks to have the bill delayed until
those steps have been taken. It is disgraceful that the
government seeks to introduce this bill after having
been found guilty of discrimination in the Supreme
Court.
It is unseemly and extremely inappropriate that the
bill is being debated in the context of an appeal
having been lodged and a case still to be heard - a
case which will either confirm or overrule a finding
of discrimination. The house should be debating the
legislation in the full knowledge of a final decision
by the highest court in the state. It is also
inappropriate that a measure like this, which enables
regulations to be made - and the minister made
dear his intention in his second-reading speech can be debated without the regulations to which the
legislation refers being seen by the house. The
crunch is in the regulations. The house should be
able to ascertain exactly the nature, the extent and
the style of the discrimination being proposed by the
regulations.

The opposition's attitude to the legislation and this
policy has been consistent. On 20 February this year
it made a public statement expressing concern about
the level of disruption, the arbitrary nature and the
unfairness surrounding the introduction of the
department's Futures for Young Adults program. I
notice the minister is not in the house today apparently he is out pouring asphalt in Mitcham and
visiting the neglected schools in that electorate - to
defend this disgraceful piece of legislation. If I were
him I do not think I would have the courage to stand
up and be party to this miserable exercise, or
attempt to fight the brute powers of the numbers of
the government either. The minister has not the
courage to front up and defend the bill. He
responded immediately in February - which also
points to why he is not here today - and attacked
the opposition. He said it was cruel and mischievous
for the opposition to suggest that young adults with
disabilities will be left without an appropriate
education and training setting. But that is exactly
what the Supreme Court found; that is exactly the
finding of Mr Justice Beach. Despite widespread
concern and distress across special schools,

Thursday, 4 December 1997

particularly in the metropolitan area, the minister's
response to any criticism was to bag the critics. That
has been a consistent attitude, too: whenever
anybody puts his or her head up about this issue
and tries to question it, out come the harsh words
and the harsh treatments. Mr Justice Beach said the
Futures for Young Adults program is not a
satisfactory substitute for the previous IS-plus
program that was in place at the Berendale special
school. It is not usual, as the judge himself said, for a
Supreme Court judge to comment on policy, but so
decisive, so clear and so critical of the government
was Mr Justice Beach that he made some harsh
comments about the government's whole approach
in the matter.
I will cover other matters dealt with in the minister's
second-reading speech; they go to the intent of this
innocuous bill, its fundamental policy difficulties
and the accuracy of the minister's speech. The
second-reading speech states the intention of the
government in introducing the bill is to create a
climate of certainty for the start of the school year
next year, which is clearly a nonsense. The
legislation was hastily drafted and rushed into the
house to be debated today. It is clear it was prepared
in the context of a Supreme Court judge having
ordered the reinstatement of students. The
government's intent was to make sure nobody
slipped through the net. However, the Berendale
students are to be reinstated next year and another
legal challenge is pending. The government should
not be satisfied or complacent that it has succeeded
by introducing this legislation to create a sense of
certainty. It is the first time it has set out to do that in
this policy area, but it has been characterised, as
Mr Justice Beach says, by unsympathetic and abrupt
actions.
As is the opposition's duty and responsibility, it
looked in vain for substantial justification for the
government's action. Surely a reasonable
administration would not get into those sorts of
bullyboy tactics just for the whim of it, just because
it had nothing else to do that day. The answer
emerged in the minister's comments follOwing the
loss of a court case; he lamented the implications of
losing the case, saying the reinstatement of the
students would cost the department $34 million. It
has also come to the attention of the opposition that
the Futures for Young Adults program is funded by
the department in a funding transfer from the
Department of Education to the Department of
Human Services at a rate of $17 million. Typical of
the government, the opposition has identified the
motive: a funding cut. The reason such an extremely
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short time line was adopted and such harsh
treatment was meted out - typical of this
government - was to save money. One would not
have thought that budgetary constraints were such a
critical issue in this day, in this year.
The official budget results were released about a
month ago. The surplus in the current account
amounts to more than $1.9 billion; we have cash
slopping around up there in Treasury. It is now no
longer a matter of resources; it is a matter of
priorities. What matters, what is important, what is a
priority for government and what do we think OUI
priorities ought to be? What are we here as a
government to achieve? The government is obsessed
with budgetary outcomes and rates. The successful
transition of disabled young people from school to
the community is obviously a low priority. The
government is prepared to halve the budget, to
cause enormous distress, anxiety and disruption to
the lives of these young people to achieve a budget
saving. Were he here the minister would no doubt
say - in the event that he had the courage to defend
this disgraceful piece of legislation - all the
government is doing is introducing the 1989 report
of a working party that recommended shape and
structure and a policy background for transition
which gave rise to the IS-plus programs.
In his second-reading speech the minister quoted
some recommendations in the report. He said that
after the age of 18 intellectually disabled students
ought to become the responsibility of the
Department of Human Services and that transition
programs should be put in place before then. I am
sure the minister was pleased to have those
recommendations pointed out to him. However, I
hope he has not read the full report. If so he is
misleading those who may read his second-reading
speech because he has omitted some other critical
features in the recommendations. The working party
reported that among other things the transition to
the new programs ought to be done over a five-year
period, the programs need to be developed on a
school-by-school basis and on a case-by-case basis
and that chronological age is less significant than
intellectual age and intellectual development.
It is clear when one looks at the evidence presented
to the Supreme Court that despite the introduction
of the new policy that says that by the age of
18 years students ought to be prepared for a
transition, upon taking office the government put
the implementation of that program on hold. The
Berendale evidence is fascinating. There was contact
between the department and the schools to develop
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the policy to set up new arrangements. The
Berendale special school had to develop its IS-plus
program in isolation.
The evidence of departmental officials was also
fascinating in the sense that when the policy and
program managers were asked about the transition
programs and the sorts of things that ought to be put
in place to assist these young people to move from
school to a community setting, the response by the
department was that they had a policy proposal and
some ideas that ought to be implemented. When the
department was asked whether that was already
underway in some sort of form - supposedly it had
been acted upon since 1989 or officially since 1991the answer was that they now had an idea how they
ought to proceed. There was an interregnum or a
gap during which the department took almost no
action and left the students without adequate
preparation until the sudden announcement of the
new program.
The 1989 report recommended a five-year transition
program and the advice of the experts was that
programs ought to be developed for those between
12 and 18 years, but it was decided to compress the
program into fewer than six months. It is no wonder
the judge was so harsh in his criticism of the
department, the judgment was so dear and decisive
and that the minister does not have the courage to be
in this place to defend the disgraceful behaviour of
his department when this legislation was introduced.
The principals of the specialist schools met in
August or September last year - I do not have the
exact date - and made unanimous
recommendations to the department. Obviously,
they had heard the rumours that the department had
something afoot because there was no formalised
consultation. The department did not take the
principals into its confidence. It did not speak with
the people supposedly running the programs and
responsible for the supervision and education of
these young people. The 59 specialist school
principals unanimously agreed to recommend to the
department that the transition programs ought to be
conducted for those between the ages of 18 to
21 years and the students then should become the
responsibility of the Department of Human Services.
They were fully aware of the 1991 policy of
out-placement after the age of 18 years. However,
they said that was not being pursued because there
was a policy vacuum and nothing had happened for
six years. The principals were entitled to assume the
department had no policy on those matters. So bereft
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of guidance and assistance was the department that
its front-line managers and administrators were
saying there was no policy and there was nothing
happening in that area.
The government should have heeded the advice. It is
clear it could have avoided the charges of
discrimination and that would have enabled the
department to treat intellectually disabled students
on an equivalent basis as VCE-enrolled students.
That would have been fairer, but it would have cost
more money, and money matters more to this
government than education or the plight and
development of vulnerable people. Then the baseball
treatment was used again and we had another
interesting episode which reflected how the
department and the government operates. When
parents and students expressed their alarm about
the introduction of the new program and they
decided to take legal action to challenge the
government before the Equal Opportunity
Commission, they sought help because they knew
there was widespread concern. Parents from
Berendale school initiated action, but the Combined
Councils of Specialist Schools was also concerned.
Certainly that was the case in the opposition's
contact with it. It was distressed by the way the
department's action was being mounted and the
way the program was being developed. The
Combined Councils of Specialist Schools wrote to
each of its members and said some parents and
students at Berendale were taking legal action. The
letter states:
The CCOSS executive committee agreed to provide
assistance and seek statewide parent support and
assistance for the BerendaIe parents and any other
parent in a similar position. If other parents have the
same problem and concerns of those at BerendaIe, then
this is the time to get together, as one united voice, to
get the message to the OOE.
I know the department was inundated with
complaints about the program. We certainly
received complaints from all points of the compass.
There was a widespread outpOuring of concern
about the department's action. Did officers of the
department sit down and negotiate with the parents
and the schools, as sympathetic administrators
would, to try to find a fair solution? The answer is
no. The traditional Kennett government treatment
was meted out. A memo from a senior department
officer was sent to the school councils of specialist
schools with the message, 'If you support the
parents and the combined council of specialist
schools, watch out. We believe you do not have a
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legal basis to do so. You will be defying the
legislation if you do so, and you will be harshly
dealt with'. That is the government's typical
response: crunch the critics. It was inappropriate
then, and, as is the case with the legislation, it is
inappropriate now.
The government's actions have even attracted
comment from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee. Under its new leadership it tends to be
more mute and a little more accepting of some of the
government's outrages than it was. Nevertheless, the
members of that committee raised their eyebrows at
the intent of the legislation. I believe the committee's
comments match the intent of the opposition's
amendment, which seeks to have the regulations
tabled.
The Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee has
sought clarification of the application and impact of
the bill. It is concerned about the effect of a literal
interpretation of the minister's actions as outlined in
the second-reading speech and the harsh powers
that the legislation will give school principals. I
certainly take some comfort from the comments in
the Alert Digest.
The opposition opposes the legislation on a number
of grounds, including the abrupt and unsympathetic
introduction of an insensitive and poorly developed
program that has affected 1300 disabled young
people. That should not be legitimised by the
passing of the legislation. Most importantly, the
legislation is unworthy of the Parliament. We should
not pass legislation that treats disabled young
people harshly and closes off their choices. This is a
desperate, knee-jerk reaction that follows on from
the government's attempts to give disabled young
people the run around in the Supreme Court. The
government preaches the virtues of choice, saying
that students and young people should have a wider
range of opportunities, but then seeks to close off the
options for intellectually disabled young people.
The intent of the legislation is poor. Its form is so
vague that it should not be debated any further until
the draft regulations have been tabled and the Court
of Appeal has made its decision on the
discrimination those young Victorians have
suffered. I therefore exhort honourable members to
support the opposition's reasoned amendment. In
the event that they do not, I exhort them not to
support the further passage of this appalling
legislation. Its intent is disgraceful, and the
government ought to be ashamed of itself. The
minister should be hiding in Mitcham today rather
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than being part of this shabby, vindictive and callous
exercise.
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - It is unfortunate that the
honourable member for Footscray has tried to turn
the debate on the bill into a political argument.
Maybe one day he will find himself in government
and discover the need to take advice from those who
are expert in their fields. I suspect that neither of us
are expert in the educational needs of students with
disabilities and impairments.
For the first three and a half years following the
election of the government I was involved with
students with disabilities and impairments and their
educational needs. We made a number of changes
during that period that were widely accepted by
parents and students. In some instances we made
some tough decisions that later proved to be
successful. I do not pretend to be an expert in this
field, even though I am an educator. We have taken
advice from experts who have qualifications in the
field and who have an active interest in those
students.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
Mr ELDER - The honourable member for
Footscray says we did not take advice from
principals. We did take advice from them, but it
should be said at the outset that they have a vested
interest. In some cases that vested interest is more
about enrolment numbers than about the welfare of
the students.
The Cain-Kimer government also took advice from
experts. In 1989 it published a report that aimed to
address the needs of more than 800 intellectually
disabled students over 18 years of age who were
attending Ministry of Education special schools. The
principal thrust of the report's recommendations
was accepted by three Labor government ministers.
The recommendations included the transferring of
responsibility for those students aged 18 and over
from the Office of Schools Administration to
programs auspiced by the Division of Further
Education, the State Training Board and Community
Services Victoria.
That report was signed off by the Honourable Joan
Kimer, the then Minister for Education, the
Honourable Evan Walker, the then minister
responsible for post-secondary education, and the
Honourable Peter Spyker, the then Minister for
Community Services. I suspect they did so in good
faith because they trusted the people who wrote the
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report. They believed the recommendations made by
that eminent committee contained the right advice
for government. The government also took advice
from educators and people involved in community
services and further education and training.
The honourable member for Footscray rabbited on
saying that the government is all about funding cuts.
When the Liberal Party came into government cuts
had to be made in education services: Victoria was
spending $1500 million more than it was receiving
because it had downgraded the state's credit rating
and was putting things on the never-never. The
government had to make some tough decisions, but
it also took into consideration the needs of
disadvantaged people so it quarantined the area of
disabilities and impairments from the cuts made
across all departments and increased funding in this
area above the CPI increase level for the next four
years. I am proud of the government's record in this
area, because I am advised by experts in the
Department of Education that Victoria has the
highest per capita funding in the world on education
for students with disabilities and impairments.
The government has set about protecting these
young adult students by increasing funding. The
allocations the government is proposing for the
Futures for Young Adults program include a
commitment for a $17-million recurrent fund for the
1B-Plus program and non-recurrent funding of
another $10 million for start-up costs involved in
these programs. The recurrent funding has been
maintained. Honourable members on this side of the
house have had some spirited debate about this
matter, but at the end of the day the government
must take advice from the experts. The Minister for
Youth and Community Services has a strong
commitment in this area. His adopted son comes
into the category of students with a disability and
impairment, so his heart was in the decisions the
government made as it went through this legislation.
Let me assure the honourable member for Footscray
that this was not a decision made in 5 minutes. On
the advice available even from people like the
Minister for Youth and Community Services the
government believes it has taken the right step in
establishing the programs it has undertaken.
The honourable member for Footscray talks about
discrimination based on age policy. The previous
government also had a policy in respect of the
starting age of students and funding for students at
the top end of the scale if they were not involved in
either the HSC, as it was called for part of its term in
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government, or the VCE as it became. The
government believes a starting and finishing age
should be standard in education unless students are
actually enrolled in a course that will take them out
into the community and into employment
opportunities.
The government has managed the transfer of the
affected students very well. There are approximately
1270 students in special schools and other schools
across the state who have successfully made the
transfer. Many of the parents I have spoken to in my
electorate initially had misgivings about whether
their sons or daughters would be better off under
these moves. I have continued to maintain contact
with those parents, and to a person they are strongly
supportive of what we have done because they have
seen the short-term benefit to their own sons or
daughters.
Making decisions in government is not about
popularity. When the government was closing
schools in rural Victoria I was attacked in my
electorate by members of my branches, but they
discovered six months down the track that their sons
or daughters were receiving a better quality of
education in larger schools where they had access to
other similar-aged students and to more specialist
teachers who were collaboratively supported within
the school. The transition has worked exceptionally
well. The government went through some initial
short-term pain but it had to do what it believed was
right for the community and what it believed was in
the best interests of the people it represents. That is
what government is all about.
The principals of special schools had some
misgivings about the proposal and I had a swipe at
them because they did not put forward quality
arguments to support their misgivings. They were
more concerned about the impact on their global
budgets through loss of enrolment than about the
best interests of the students they were purporting to
represent.
The Berendale special school believed that it had a
unique program because it was preparing young
people for transition into the work force and the
wider community. What the school was offering was
not unique: many schools are offering the same
types of programs for the 11 to 12-year-old age
group, and schools not operating these programs are
encouraged to do so.
As I said, the funding of students with special needs
in Victorian schools is the highest per capita not only
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in Australia but in the world. The government
provides facilities and programs for deaf students;
special developmental schools catering for students
with moderate to profound intellectual disability;
special schools catering for students with mild
intellectual disabilities and schools for physically
disabled students. Parents now have a choice.
Previously they were being railroaded by the former
government, which maintained that if they did not
integrate their children into mainstream schools they
would be falling down in their duties as parents.
TItis government offers parents a choice and
encourages them to make the choice based on the
best interests and individual needs of their children.
That is a responsible approach.
The Futures for Young Adults program the
government is offering is well funded, with
$17 million recurrent funding and $10 million
start-up funding. It will provide a pathway from
school-age settings into post-school adult openings
for young adults, and the government is firmly
committed to achieving that. So far 1270 students
have made the transition and most of that has been
achieved without any hitch, with the exception of
the Berendale situation.
Many parents were fearful of having young adults
in a special school with much younger students.
Even the honourable member for Footscray would
understand that this would be a cause of concern to
some parents. The government has also considered
integrating senior secondary colleges with TAFE
colleges. The major blocking point has been that
parents are concerned about younger students being
with the more senior adults in these settings. I
suspect the same situation applies in respect of
special schools.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
Mr ELDER - The honourable member for
Footscray may be right; some of it may be a
perception rather than an actuality, but nevertheless
it is a fear of many parents.
The Department of Human Services is working
directly with students involved in the 18-Plus
programs and is assigning case managers to work
with these young people.
Ongoing support is available from the appropriate
providers, as required. They are considering their
needs and making standard assessments and
recommendations about the most appropriate
options for those young people. Of course, the
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options vary: one option may be a place in a
post-secondary education or training institution,
which is a viable option for later employment on the
open labour market; a second option may be an offer
of specialist programs for people with a disability
through employment services, TAFE institutes or
other education and training providers; and the final
option would be community-based day programs.
Those options are open to parents of our young
people. They can work with the experts available in
the Department of Human Services and make the
appropriate choices that best meet the needs of their
sons or daughters.
When the coalition came to government the former
Minister for Education, Don Hayward, gave me the
opportunity of becoming involved in the area of
education for students with disabilities and
impairments. It is a complex area and, as laymen,
the honourable member for Footscray and I should
take the advice of the experts who also, in
April 19B9, gave advice to the former government
whose representatives, Joan Kirner, Peter Spyker
and Evan Walker, signed off that advice.
The government has acted on the same advice given
to it. It is not the government's intention, if courts
decide against it, to go down to Berendale and throw
students out. The care and compassion of the
government is evident because in this area it is the
highest per capita funding government in the world.
When it came to government the coalition
quarantined the cuts in this area and it has increased
funding over and above the consumer price index.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
Mr ELDER - Rather than continuously knocking
the government you should say, 'That is good, you
have done well in that area'. Don't just whinge,
knock and carp on every issue that comes along.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
Mr ELDER - The honourable member says we
are cooking the books.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order!
Honourable members should conduct their
conversations through the Chair. Interjections are
disorderly.

Mr ELDER - The honourable member for
Footscray is suffering from the same malaise as did
the previous government - that is, he cannot add
up. As I said, the bottom line is that in this area we
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are the highest per capita funding government in the
world. We have increased funding in this area every
year we have been in government. That is a good
thing, and the honourable member for Footscray
should stand up and admit it. We may have
differences over the lB-plus program but neither the
honourable member for Footscray nor I are qualified
to argue against the experts. We, in government,
have to rely on expert advice. We have taken that
advice which is why we have instituted these
programs throughout Victorian schools.
The feedback from parents is they are
overwhelmingly pleased with the programs.
Although most were at first tentative, parents
understand the programs are bringing real benefits
to their sons and daughters. That fact should be
applauded. It is important to go through the process
with Berendale. At the end of the day commonsense
will prevail and we will end up with outcomes that
will meet the needs of students in that school.
Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I join
opposition members in vigorously opposing the
Education (State Schools) Bill. I repudiate and
distance totally the opposition from the statement
made by the honourable member for Ripon that
principals have a vested interest in keeping students
at special schools past the age of lB. I hear the
honourable member say he has visited special
schools, yet his unwarranted attack in this place on
principals is a disgrace. The opposition will have
none of that. It is nonsense. If the honourable
member thinks he made a serious contribution to the
debate about students at special schools, I feel sorry
for those who come under his control.
The honourable member for Ripon justified the
government's stand on this bill by saying it had
taken the advice of experts. He mentioned 'experts'
several times but did not mention too many; the
only person he referred to was the Minister for
Youth and Community Services who, the
honourable member claimed, is an expert because of
personal experience, that as a parent of a child at a
special school the minister has specialist knowledge.
I agree with that statement because parents who
have disabled children or children who attend
special schools do have specialist knowledge. They
are experts. That is why the legislation is appalling:
it has totally ignored the views of parents of children
at special schools. Not only has the government
ignored advice but, through this bill and the
subsequent regulations, it is attempting to deny
parents their rights through the normal legal system
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to support the special educational requirements of
their children.
Last March I first raised my concerns with the
Minister for Youth and Community Services during
the adjournment debate following representations
from a number of parents of students at Ascot Vale
special school about the proposed Futures for Young
Adults program. I do not know whether the
honourable member for Ripon has visited the Ascot
Vale school whose staff are totally dedicated to
ensuring their students have the best opportunities.
They aim to provide an environment in which
students can achieve their full potential.
In his reply during the adjournment debate on
1 April last, the Minister for Youth and Community
Services said students aged 18 and over in special
schools were left in limbo, that there was nowhere
for them to go. As reported in Hansard, he said:

That scheme now provides a real opportunity for
young people to move into a full adult life rather than
perhaps either being moved out of school and having
to stay at home with no day program or no placement
or being stuck in the school system.
The legislation stops them from being at school after
age 18 and it may have them at home, but the
parents' views are that although many of their
children may have reached 18, emotionally they
cannot enter the adult arena even if they are
accompanied by case workers. I refer to a letter from
a parent who has had a student at Ascot Vale special
school. Her letter clearly outlines the sorts of
experiences provided through the education system
which prepares students to lead full and worthwhile
adult lives. She states:
I write requesting that students at the Ascot Vale
special school annexe be exempted from the IS-plus
Futures for Young Adults initiative.
As a parent of a student who attends the annexe, I am
concerned that those that attend this program are being
forced to leave in the year of their 18th birthday.

The program offered at the annexe is a very unique
program and I challenge you - -
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My daughter in the short time she has been there (three
months) is learning how to operate the commercial
canteen for Lombard's staff, has had travel training and
shopping experience in the city, has had work
experience at a nursing home and factory as well as
sporting activities and is to commence a term in
English and maths as part of the VCE studies.
If the time was taken to look into the disabilities and
capabilities of those that attend the annexe you and

your department would realise that these are very
special kids who often take a lot longer to mature,
develop confidence and abilities for either further
tertiary education or employment and don't need to be
uprooted too early when a great program provided at
the annexe can provide them with all the work
experience, schooling necessary to go on further, when
they are mature and ready enough to do so - not
when they are 18.
I strongly suggest and invite you to come and see the
annexe program first hand and I am sure you will be
most impressed by these young people who are mildly
intellectually disabled and the wonderful staff.
That telling letter explains precisely why enabling
students past the age of 18 to stay at special schools
can benefit their development. The discrimination
which will result from the bill will be unfair.
The honourable member for Footscray referred to
the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
report which suggested that the legislation, in its
attempt to exclude people from secondary education
at special schools once they reach 18, may affect a
wider educational area.
I am sure we are all anxious to find out from the
Minister for Education - if he returns from
Mitcham in time - whether the department has
addressed that or whether we will have to wait for
another amendment to the legislation. That is what
we have become used to. Most of the legislation the
government has rushed through the house in the
past few months seems to have been improperly
prepared. This legislation is being rushed through
because of a legal matter relating to the Berendale
school.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.

that is, the Minister for Education to find a more work orientated program at any other
institution.

Mrs MADDIGAN - As the honourable member
for Footscray says, it is being rushed through on the
last day of the sitting. As the bill was introduced
only a fortnight ago, members of the community and
those involved in special education have had little
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opportunity to debate it - as is usual when the
government does not want people to know what it is
up to. The legislation is being rushed through to
ensure that the students affected will not be able to
return to special schools after the outcome of the
matter before the Court of Appeal.
That could produce an interesting anomaly. The bill
says the case relating to the Berendale special school
will not be affected. In Alert Digest no. 12 the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee says:
The bill will not affect the rights of the parties in the
recent decision of the Supreme Court.

I do not know whether that means that if the
Berendale decision is upheld the 8 students involved
will be able to go back to their school but no other
students in the state will. That would be a
nonsensical situation. I would like to hear the views
of the Minister for Education on the matter.
Bringing in rules that do not apply to other students
in the state is an extraordinary measure. The
Minister for Youth and Community Services says, 'It
does not matter, despite the fact that we are
remOving from them a right that the rest of the
community has. It's okay, because we have
wonderful programs for them in another
department'. However, the parents - who,
following the guidelines of the honourable member
for Ripon, are experts in the matter - say that is not
the best alternative for their children.
In some ways the bill can be compared to the
accident compensation bill. Once again, the
government is picking on one part of the community
and making it different from the rest. Under the
accident compensation bill injured workers will not
be able to sue at common law, although other people
will be able to. Under this bill, a student over 18
years of age who does not have a disability will be
able to happily go off to school and enrol for the
VCE, but the situation for a student who has the
misfortune to have a disability that causes learning
difficulties will be made even worse. I would have
thought any government would find it hard to
justify the bill, particularly in view of the current
legal case.
I am glad to join my opposition colleagues in
opposing the bill. The experiences the honourable
member for Ripon says he has had with parents of
children who have been forced to leave school at 18
years are not the same as the experiences that
parents of children who have attended the Ascot
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Vale special school have related to me. Even though
several months have passed, they are unconvinced
that the Futures for Young Adults program goes
anywhere near providing the level of service their
children received when they were allowed to attend
schools that had been specially set up to assist them.
Those schools have now been overlooked by the
government.
Once again, this piece of legislation does the
government no credit. People who have a real
concern for equality in education see it as another
attack on those in our community who are least able
to help themselves.
MI5 SHARDEY (Caulfield) - It gives me great
pleasure to speak to the legislation. As has become
obvious during the debate this moming, it gives rise
to sensitive issues. I had hoped legislation of this
sort would have received bipartisan support,
particularly as the need for it came from the
implementation of the Futures for Young Adults
program, the basis of which was recommended in a
report published by a committee established by the
previous government.
That report was signed by a woman who became the
Premier of the state, someone whom I imagine
members on the other side would have some time
for because of her capacity to assess issues. The
principal thrust of the report signed by Joan Kimer
included:
... the transfer of responsibility for these students aged
18 and over from the Office of Schools Administration
to programs auspiced by the Division of Further
Education, the State Training Board and Community
Services Victoria.

In essence, that is exactly what has happened under
the Futures for Young Adults program. The need for
the legislation also came from the hearing of an
objection to the program lodged by a number of
parents at a particular school. However, I point out
that they are only nine students of the 1270 who
have already transferred from special schools to the
programs offered under the Futures for Young
Adults program.
The legislation ensures that children up to a certain
age are offered appropriate programs in our schools
and that other appropriate programs are in place for
them once they reach 18 years of age. We all
understand and accept that the education of people
with disabilities gives rise to issues of great
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sensitivity. Many members of the government have
had experience in this area.

natural. It does not mean that one walks away from
the necessity to help them in the future.

My elder brother was a student at Yooralla special
school. He was there not because of a mental
disability but because of the severe physical
disabilities he suffered after he contracted polio. He
was in hospital for three years from the age of 10,
missing all his schooling during that time. During
the time he spent at Yooralla his physical needs were
met and he gained the confidence to pursue his
intellectual needs.

This problem must be addressed in a clear, concise
and sensitive way. The options available through
this program will cater for the very broad needs of
students. I will enumerate on some of those options.
They can have places in post-secondary education
institutions. If students beyond the age of 18 have
the capacity to complete VCE, they have the ability
to enrol in that sort of program or others.
Employment in the open labour market is another
option for those young people. Special programs for
people with disabilities are provided by
employment services, TAFE institutes and other
educational training as well as community-based
day programs. Broad options are available and the
assessment of students' needs and support to take
them up are a very important part of the program.
The minister has the ability to be flexible; he can look
at special cases.

Subsequently, around the age of 17, he was assessed
as being at a stage where he needed to move on to
an institution that better provided for his needs - in
his case, an institution that provided for his
academic needs. He moved to Carey Grammar
School, where he completed his matriculation, as it
was called in those days. Subsequently he went to
Melbourne University, where he completed law and
arts degrees. He became a practising solicitor, before
dying at the age of 27. I therefore have some
experience of the sorts of programs that are offered
at our special schools, and I have a deep
understanding of the need to assess each of those
students as they move into their later years.
It is important that we ensure that every one of the
students in those schools reaches his or her full
potential and is offered the opportunity to maximise
his or her life skills. I am not worried about the
operation of the program because it will ensure that
students' needs will be assessed by experts in the
most appropriate way.

The assessment process starts once a student at a
special school nears the age of 18. In conjunction
with the teaching staff and the students themselves,
departmental people sit down and work out the sort
of support the students will need once they turn 18. I
believe the emphasis on transition should continue
throughout their secondary education at special
schools because they need to be gradually taught
how to cope with life after school.
I can understand parents being anxious about their
children moving from schools where they have had
full physical and emotional support out into the big
wide world.
We are often like that with our own children who do
not have special needs. The parents of children who
do have special needs are more concerned about
their future and how they will cope. That is only

I would have thought that if members on the other
side were interested in this topic they would desist
from the noise they are currently making. In any
event, the bill gives the minister the right to make an
exemption in special circumstances but I expect that
would be the exception rather than the rule. An
important provision in the Futures for Young Adults
program is an ongoing review of programs for
students beyond the age of 18. This is a very
important and necessary element. It is not just
dumping students, it is saying we have an ongoing
interest in their capacities to cope. If perchance the
programs they are involved in do not meet their
needs a reassessment can be made and they can be
moved on.
I took the trouble to speak to the honourable
member for Bulleen about the Bulleen special school,
one of the schools that will be affected by the
proposed legislation and the Futures for Young
Adults program. He informed me that when the
program was initially talked about parents
expressed concerns about how the program would
affect their children. I understand the parents of
those students who have now moved on are satisfied
with the Futures for Young Adults program and the
transition to this program has been very successful.
I might add that a house has been built at the
Bulleen special school that gives kids the
opportunity to participate in real-life experiences.
They are not waiting until the child turns 18 and has
to go out into the big wide world and cope. The
school offers students the opportunity to learn
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lifestyle skills as part of the ongoing secondary
school programs. I commend the school for doing
that.
Funding has been raised on a number of occasions
during the debate and although the opposition
would like to focus on savings that can be made
through students leaving special schools it should be
noted that extra funding has been made available
through this program. Some $17 million has been
provided in recurrent funding and a further
$10 million in non-recurring funding has gone
towards capital works and start-up costs of the
programs.
Students mature at different times, and that has been
recognised during the debate. It is our job to assess
students' needs at every stage of their schooling. I
believe the program addresses the specific needs of
those particular children and through the use of case
managers. It is not just a case of looking after their
needs while they are at school, it is an ongoing
program.
I commend the bill to the house. It puts in place the
appropriate legislation to ensure that children can
participate in the Futures for Young Adults
program. It is a step forward in catering for the
needs of people with disabilities.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - The
opposition vigorously opposes this legislation. In
recent times, it is hard to think of a more wretched,
mean-spirited and oppressive piece of legislation
having come before this house. One has to consider
what motivated the government to introduce this
legislation. I suggest three things motivate the
government and none of them has anything to do
with good, sound, decent public policy.
The reasons for the proposed legislation are
threefold. First and foremost the legislation is about
silencing critics, silencing the parents of disabled
students and silencing the parents at Berendale who
dared to challenge the government and who were
successful in the courts in doing so.
The second thing this legislation is about is the
minister's appalling weakness in being unable to
obtain adequate funding from Premier Kennett at a
time when there is a budget surplus of about
$2 billion. Between $24 million and $25 million of
taxpayers' money has been paid to consultants who
are charging hundreds of dollars an hour.
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If Minister Gude were a strong minister who was
concerned about education one would think he
would be able to get money for disabled students,
but he cannot and therefore he has to make savings.
The most cost-effective way for him to make savings
is to chop the 18-year-olds out of the system because
it will produce between $15 million and $30 million
in savings a year. The minister is not here today
listening to the debate and he is certainly not out
there talking to the Premier, because he cannot get
the funding he needs. He has failed and he is a weak
minister.

The third thing behind the legislation is the general
contempt and disregard by the government for
people with disabilities. The record of this
government with respect to disabilities is appalling.
As I said earlier, the proposed legislation is one of
the most mean-spirited and oppressive bills to come
before this house. The government is not content
with taking away the rights of injured workers, as
this Parliament will do at 6.00 p.m. tonight. It is not
content with silencing the Auditor-General or doing
away with the equal opportunity commissioner. It is
not content with hounding the Director of Public
Prosecutions from office or silencing people through
changes to the freedom of information legislation.
This government now sinks one steps lower and
takes away the rights of intellectually disabled
students.
Despite what the minister said in his second-reading
speech and despite his feeble protestations, we all
know what motivates this legislation. It is designed
to overturn a decision of the Supreme Court handed
down on 7 November 1997. The Supreme Court
found that the government unfairly discriminated
against the eight students from Berendale special
school by scrapping their IS-plus transition course to
make use of a new Futures for Young Adults
program in the vocational training sector.
The finding of the Supreme Court was a lot broader
than that. It is in black and white in the minister's
second-reading speech. He quoted part of the
Supreme Court decision:
the Department of Education's age-based policy
announced in November 1996 constituted both direct
and indirect discrimination against the complainants.
And, therefore, against any other intellectually
disabled students affected in the same way as the
Berendale students. Although the minister says the
bill will not overturn the Supreme Court's decision
as it affects the students of Berendale, it will, of
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course, ensure that the department - the
government - can discriminate directly and
indirectly in clear, open, overt defiance of the
Supreme Court against all other intellectually
disabled students around the state. That is in essence
what this legislation means. It is appalling.
Having heard all the facts and all the information
the Supreme Court ordered that the students' course
be reinstated. Mr Justice Beach granted them leave
to seek punitive damages for pain, suffering, stress
and humiliation. The matter went to the Supreme
Court. Parents had to raise the money, finance the
challenge and put their homes on the line to fight the
power of the state. No funding was provided by the
government for what is clearly a test case. The
independent umpire - the Supreme Court - made
a decision. Again, the government refused to accept
that decision. Instead, as the shadow minister for
education and training said this morning, the
government has threatened to appeal the Supreme
Court decision and have the costs awarded against
the parents of the students; it has now decided to
change the law!
I am not a lawyer, but I understand if you go
through a case like this and then through an appeal,
the legal costs could run to hundreds of thousands
of dollars. If someone allegedly defames the
Premier, what does he do? He uses taxpayers'
money to pay his legal costs to take people to court!
But in this case the parents are exercising their
rights, and what happens to them? I ask the grinning
idiot over there, the honourable member for
Monbulk: how would you like to lose hundreds of
thousands of dollars exercising your rights in the
courts if you had a disabled child and you wanted to
send that child to school?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order! I
ask the Leader of the Opposition to address the
Chair and not members of the government.
Mr BRUMBY - With respect, Mr Acting
Speaker, the member is interjecting and out of his
seat. I ask you to ask him to return to his seat.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I will advise
him appropriately. I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to address his comments through the
Chair.
Mr BRUMBY - Standing orders make it clear
that interjections by members out of their place are
disorderly. I ask you to enforce the standing orders.
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The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member is not interjecting at the
moment.
Ms Gillett interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I shall
exercise the appropriate discipline. If the honourable
member for Werribee interjects while the Acting
Speaker is exercising his rights I will discipline her.
When I am in the chair I apply great leniency and
allow the debate to proceed. I also allow appropriate
interjection to proceed. I ask the Leader of the
Opposition not to aggressively taunt members of the
government. I ask him to proceed with his
contribution.
Mr BRUMBY - I am happy for you to defend
the honourable member for Monbulk. The bill shows
the absolute contempt of the Premier and the
government for intellectually disabled people and
their families; it shows the Premier's contempt for
the Supreme Court and how vindictive the
government is.

Stuart Bacon and ors v. State of Victoria (Department of
Education) - the Berendale case - is inextricably
linked with the notorious saga of Northland
Secondary College. A pattern of behaviour
motivates the government. Honourable members
will recall the government's closure of the Northland
Secondary College in 1993. Students applied then to
the Equal Opportunity Board. They went before the
board on the basis that the closure discriminated
against Aboriginal people, because the school
offered Aboriginal students a sympathetic and
specialised curriculum. The government was
ordered to re-employ the teachers who had worked
at the college in 1992 and to invite former students to
re-enrol. Did the Premier and the government accept
the independent umpire's decision? Of course, they
did not! They embarked on a two-year and
$3-million legal battle to overturn the decision. At
the end of the day we know the result: $3 million of
taxpayers' money wasted, gone, misused, abused and it was used against parents and the community
when trying to exercise their legal rights. The full
bench of the Supreme Court finally ruled that the
Northland students had a legitimate claim of
discrimination against them but issues of
govern..'l1ent policy were best left to the Equal
Opportunity Board as such considerations were
more appropriate to the functions of the board and
not a matter for the courts to decide, and the
Northland school was reopened.
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The Premier was furious, just as he was on 3AW this
morning in his beat-up story about the grand prix
when he frothed at the mouth and ranted and raved
about how outrageous it was that he should be
prevented from governing, and he threatened to
regulate so that it would never happen again.
In 1995 the Premier legislated to try to ensure that it
would never happen again. Then the government
turned its wrath on the independent umpire, the
Equal Opportunity Board, and the commissioner,
Moira Rayner. Having got rid of Moira Rayner, the
next step in the payback was to rein in the powers of
the Equal Opportunity Board. Moira Rayner dared
to stand up for the rights of ethnic communities, for
indigenous Australians and for the interests of
women. And she did her job. But if you do your job
in this state and cross the Premier, he does you in.
The Attorney-General did the Premier's dirty work
in this case in her so-called reform package
introduced in May 1995 - three months after the
Premier's Northland defeat. In what was a total
contempt of the Supreme Court's judgment in the
Northland case, it provided that special complaints
should be fast-tracked directly to the Supreme Court
on the direction of the minister. That is relevant
because that is exactly what has been used here.
That is how the Berendale matter came to be heard
in the Supreme Court last month.
At the time the Equal Opportunity Act was
amended the opposition raised concerns about the
cost implications of forcing matters into the Supreme
Court, because although there were provisions in the
bill allowing for the cost of having the matter dealt
with in the Supreme Court, as the shadow minister
said this morning, they do not extend to appeals to
the Court of Appeal on the question of law. In her
second-reading speech the Attorney-General said
there were adequate provisions in the bill to ensure
that complainants would not unduly be burdened
with legal costs as a result of the special complaints
procedure. That brings a smile to the face of the
shadow Attorney-General, the honourable member
for Niddrie, because the only way to describe that
statement by the Attorney-General is that it is a
lie - a straight-out lie; it is rubbish; it is simply
untrue. Now that the government has lost the
Berendale case in the Supreme Court it has
announced it intends to have the decision
overturned in the Court of Appeal and that it will
seek to have the costs awarded against the students
and their parents.
I do not normally use bad language in this
Parliament but for the government to drag parents
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before the Court of Appeal is a straight-out act of
bastardry. Here are parents with disabled children
who are exercising their legal rights, who have gone
to the Supreme Court, who have won in that court,
and this vindictive, callous government is carting
them off to the Court of Appeal and asking them to
pay costs. It is saying to every single parent of a
disabled child, every single parent who has
contributed to this court cost, that the government
will take your house, your future income and your
capacity to provide for your children; it will enforce
the power of the state against those individuals and
take from them their life savings and their future
earnings.
I have never seen a grubbier, dirtier or more filthy
piece of legislation come before the house. The
Treasurer is at the table. He was able to find
$25 million for Troughton Swier. Is it true, Treasurer,
you have been talking about a job with them when
you leave here?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order! I
ask the Leader of the Opposition to address his
comments through the Chair and not to address
comments to the Treasurer.
Mr Stockdale - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition made
imputations against me, which are completely
baseless. Not only are they completely baseless but
also this cretin can have no basis for making them. I
ask that they be withdrawn.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
Treasurer has taken objection to certain comments
made by the Leader of the OppOSition. I ask him to
withdraw. Will you withdraw?
Mr Stockdale - You have no basis for saying
that!
Mr BRUMBY - You make a personal
explanation!

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I ask the
Leader of the Opposition to take his seat. The debate
has gone in a very decent fashion and I ask the
Leader of the Opposition not to taunt the Treasurer.
The Treasurer asked the Leader of the Opposition to
withdraw certain comments to which he takes
offence. I ask that you do that so that the debate can
proceed.
Mr BRUMBY - I made a number of comments.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order! I
ask the Leader of the Opposition - Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Hang on, I am not withdrawing
my whole speech.
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and as a result many of them will lose their houses. I
made a comparison with the $25 million the
government paid out in consultancy fees to
Troughton Swier and I asked rhetorically whether
the Treasurer had any discussions with that
company about future employment opportunities.
Mr Stockdale interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I ask the
Leader of the Opposition to take his seat.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - I am not withdrawing my whole
speech; don't be stupid!
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I ask the
Leader of the Opposition to withdraw the comment
to which the Treasurer takes objection and I then ask
him to continue his speech.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The words
are, 'I withdraw'. Will the Leader of the Opposition
proceed?

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The debate is
on an issue that engenders some emotion and I ask
the Leader of the Opposition to withdraw the
imputation and then to proceed with his speech.
Ms Gillett interjected.
The ACfING SPEAKER - Order! I warn the
honourable member for Werribee that while I am on
my feet I do not intend to have her interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - Mr Acting Speaker, I thank you
for your patience in what is a difficult part of the
debate.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Just you wait!
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Are you going to let me raise a
point of order or are you going to shut me up like
you are doing to the parents of students at
Berendale? Is that what you are going to do?
Mr Acting Speaker, I made a comment about the fact
that these parents are being required to pay costs

Mr BRUMBY - That is what I said and I put it to
you, Mr Acting Speaker, that the comparison with
the $25 million in fees paid to Troughton Swier is
entirely appropriate in the context of debate. The
other matter is a rhetorical matter. If I am incorrect
the Treasurer can simply say no.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I have ruled
on the point of order and I have asked the Leader of
the Opposition to withdraw the comments to which
the Treasurer takes offence. All that requires you to
do is to say, '1 withdraw', and then proceed with
your statement. There are 12 minutes left for your
contribution and I would like to give you the
opportunity to continue it.
Mr BRUMBY - In deference to the Chair, I
withdraw. This is an appalling piece of legislation
and in my view the Berendale parents have been
incredibly brave and they deserve the full support of
all Victorians. The government has tried to silence
those students, as it does all its critics at every
opportunity. I want to get to the comparison
between the consultancy fees of $25 million paid to
Troughton Swier and others. In May, the
department sent out an extraordinary memo to the
Combined Councils of Specialist Schools to stop
them making contributions to the Berendale parents'
legal action. The issue affects disabled students right
across the state. The department knew that some of
the parents would lose their homes and their future
income streams and that others would want to
contribute towards the cost of the legal appeal. In
what could be described only as an extraordinary
action, presumably under the direction of the
minister who is missing from the chamber, the
department sent out a memorandum of 16 May to all
schools and school councils prohibiting them from
contributing in any way to fund the legal action
against the Department of Education.
What an extraordinary set of double-standards that
is being put in place. The taxpayers are picking up
the cost in the Court of Appeal to take these parents
to the cleaners, but the poor old parents will have
their homes, their incomes and their livelihoods on
the block!
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I shall conclude with a few remarks about disability
services. Disability services in Victoria are in total
disarray. Negotiations on the commonwealth-state
disability agreement have broken down and there is
no stability or security in relation to funding
arrangements. Agencies are being funded hand to
mouth on a month-by-month basis. The Kennett
government has cut $47 million from disability
services since 1992.

On the front page of today's Age there is a story
about Rebecca Adams, the first deaf lawyer, who
won an outstanding achievement award at the
Victorian Employability Awards. I opened the
awards at the tennis centre in front of 500 people.
When I raised the question of the state and federal
governments' commitment to disability programs
there was not too much support for governments at
either level! Rebecca Adams is an example of
someone who has come through the system with a
disability. She has shown great courage,
commitment and endeavour.
When you look at the government's performance
you will see that from July 1993 to June 1995 it
underspent by $8.5 million on capital works in
disability services from a total budget of only
$31.6 million or 27 per cent. There has been a closure
of disability advocacy centres because the Kennett
government has defunded all centres in Victoria.
That was done because the centres spoke up for the
interests of disabled people. They were a voice, but
you cannot have a voice in this state. You cannot
speak up against the government. That is why they
were closed down. The total cost of the program for
centres across the state was a measly $1.6 million
and that is a 10th or a 20th of the consultancy fees
paid to Troughton Swier just in the past year!
There is a massive unmet need for disability
services, which is predicted to grow in the coming
years. The Council for Intellectual Disability
Agencies has estimated that in Victoria people may
have to wait up to 14 years for services under the
government's rate of development. Many of the
students or young adults are living at home with
their parents who have aged. Those parents are now
reaching their 70s and 80s and cannot look after their
children any longer. There is a huge unmet need for
accommodation services, which on the present rate
of construction and provision by the government,
will take 14 years to fulfil.
There is more! The guardianship and administration
by State Trustees should have a fundamental
objective and priority to ensure it is looking after the
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assets and interests of people who are not capable of
doing so, but it has increased its profit margin from
$1 million to $6 million during the term of the
Kennett government. It is a profit-making enterprise
and it is not returning benefits to its disabled clients
who are unable to manage their own affairs. State
Trustees is making a buck out of these people and
paying it back into consolidated revenue.
The recent amendments to the Residential Tenancies
Act have further diminished the protection of
tenants with disabilities. Compulsory competitive
tendering has affected the disability services. It has
been a disaster with one service provider saying
recently in the Southern Metropolitan Region that
the situation was akin to being in a meat market
with everybody competing against one another for
the lowest common denominator service that could
be provided to people with disabilities.
I have strong views about this rotten piece of
legislation. I cannot believe government members let
it go through the party room. Parents of disabled
students have gone to court to object to the
legislation. They have won in the Supreme Court,
and now the government is attempting to take them
to the cleaners by dragging them through the Court
of Appeal. It is attempting to break them by
threatening them with losing every cent they own. It
is attempting to take away their homes, their assets
and their future livelihoods - and most of all, it is
attempting to take away their dignity and their right
of appeal to the courts. What are we coming to when
parents cannot exercise their legal rights? What are
we coming to when this type of legislation gets
rammed through Parliament?
The legislation ought to make members of the
government hang their heads in shame. The minister
responsible for the legislation has shown his
contempt for people with disabilities by trying to
silence the critics. He is a weak minister who cannot
get his way with Premier Kennett. The Treasurer can
find $25 million to pay Troughton Swier, but the
Minister for Education cannot get the money he
needs to fund decent disability services.
We will divide on the second reading. It is an
appalling piece of legislation that should shame the
government members who support it.

Mr DIXON (Dromana) - I will comment on
some of the implications of the bill, especially as
they effect educational settings in primary and
secondary schools as well as special schools. Before I
do that I will respond to a couple of the comments
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made by the honourable member for Footscray,
especially when he said the introduction of the
Futures for Young Adults program was abrupt and
unsympathetic.
Early last year I talked to a number of parents of
young adults whose children were to be affected by
the introduction of the Futures for Young Adults
program. They were representatives of groups from
all around Victoria. Even at that early stage they
were aware of what the program would entail,
including what it would mean for their children and
how it would affect their educational settings. They
were anticipating its introduction in a positive sense.
The honourable member also said the bill would
limit the educational opportunities of those children.
I would have thought that in this day and age
education would be seen as something more than
the activities that happen at school. Education, both
formal and informal, is a lifelong process.
Preschools, primary and secondary schools, special
schools and tertiary institutions are all part of formal
education. If a young adult of secondary school age
moves out of a special school and into a training
organisation, his or her education can be said to be
continuing. It should be seen as more relevant and
not as the cessation of all learning.
I am concerned that the opposition believes the
programs those young adults will undertake will not
meet their needs. That is an indictment of the
professionals who work in those institutions. I know
that when these young adults move out of the
secondary educational setting and into the training
setting they will have been through a thorough
transition program. Each student will be looked at
individually to ensure that the training program will
meet his or her needs. 1his is not discriminatory
legislation. In fact, it will provide the best
educational opportunities in all settings and for all
age groups.
As I said earlier, the bill has implications for children
in all educational settings, especially primary
schools. In order to attend primary school, students
will have to turn five by 30 April of the same year.
The entry age was reviewed a number of years ago.
There was a consensus among educationalists and
parents that the starting age needed to be looked at,
and I am pleased to say that an effective compromise
was reached as a result.
A child's early years are the most formative of his or
her education. It is therefore important to ensure
that a child is ready to attend a formal educational
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institution and that his or her entry is as smooth as
possible. Although there are exceptions to the rule,
most educational professionals would say that
starting school too early is not good for the
long-term educational development of the child,
especially in a social sense. Even though
intellectually children may be ready to attend
school, socially they may not be able to learn
effectively. At the other end of the scale, students
can be too late starting school. It is good for the
development of their social skills that they learn
from a reasonably early age to work with children of
varying age groups as well as their own.
The regulations also state that a child must leave
primary school at the end of the year he or she turns
13. That is also sensible and needs to be set in
concrete. As those of us with educational experience
know, students turn 12 and in some cases 13 in
grade 6, so they are ready to leave. However, in
some cases they may not be ready educationally to
leave primary school, so it is important that they
undergo an effective transition process and that the
secondary schools to which they go are ready to
receive them and able to meet their needs.
Socially those students need to leave primary school
for their own good, but their leaving is also good for
the development of the younger children in that
educational setting. Some five and six-year-olds in
prep and grade 1 are a bit overawed by the older
children - and there are some big 13-year-old
students in primary schools.
Special school students turning 18 can now move to
a separate educational entity to continue their
training. In most cases those students are ready to
move on physically, socially and educationally.
There is a certain degree of safety and comfort about
the secondary school setting and they often find it
hard to take the big step into the tertiary or training
field. Again, both the older children and the younger
children in those educational settings are affected.
Some of the students who are 18 and older are really
adults, and that can be disconcerting for the younger
students, some of whom are only 12 or 13. The
changes are fair for both ends of the spectrum.
Students over 18 are not entitled to attend
metropolitan secondary schools unless they are
enrolled in the VCE program. These days that
program has to be flexible because the students have
different needs. In their latter years of secondary
school, students' ideas of their career paths and
where they want to go in life vary greatly. The
program enables students to remain in an ordinary
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secondary school setting until they have completed
their VCE, after which they move on to further
education, training or jobs.
The flexible nature of the VCE is evident in the range
of subjects it offers - both academic, manual and
practical- and in the flexibility of its time lines. All
subjects do not have to be completed in one year.
They can be spread over two, three and sometimes
four years.
The minister has the power to make exemptions,
and it is good to have that flexibility built into
regulations. No section of the Education Act 1958
actually authorises exclusion on the ground of age,
which means there is an open-door policy that any
person of any age is entitled to a free education. The
implications of that in primary, secondary and
special school settings are not conducive to student
welfare. Take the extreme example of a 42-year-old
student in a primary school setting - that would
not be practicable.
There are many educational opportunities for people
at various stages and ages in their educational and
life development, especially older students. There
are the excellent TAPE colleges. The brand-new
TAFE college in my electorate that has just been
opened this year at a cost of $5 million has provided
a range of new educational opportunities for young
adults who may have stayed at secondary school
only because they had no jobs to go to or they felt
safe and secure within the secondary school setting.
Now they have the option of attending a TAPE
institution that offers them courses that meet their
needs and reflect the employment opportunities in
their area so they can stay within the area, enhance
their skills and get worthwhile jobs. The TAPE
college is there for the benefit of not only those
leaving school but for people of all ages. The other
day I met a lady well into her 70s who is studying at
a TAFE college and who thinks it is the best thing
since sliced bread. More than 600 people in my
electorate are enrolled in the University of the Third
Age, which offers courses that are far better suited to
such people than the courses in a secondary school
setting.
Many courses and educational opportunities are
available in community houses, of which there are
five in my electorate, offering a tremendous range of
courses that meet the needs and cater for the hobbies
and interests of the people in the community.
The new section 25C will allow primary, secondary
or special school principals to refuse entry on age
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grounds because the student is either too young or
too old for a specific setting. It will also enable the
principal under certain circumstances to allow
students whose ages are outside the guidelines to be
admitted. These students will not be funded
because, as I said earlier, we have this Pandora's box
situation under the existing regime in which
anybody is entitled to free education, and although
the government likes free education it is just not
practical in an education sense to have that wide
range of options with no guidelines or regulations in
place.
The Futures for Young Adults program has been a
great success. I followed it up with some of the
parents I spoke to last year who were anticipating
this program and many I have spoken to since, and
they all agree the program has been highly
successful in meeting the social, educational and
training needs of their sons and daughters, enabling
these young adults to go from strength to strength.
Recently I visited several training institutions in my
electorate and spoke to not only the students - it is
great to talk to them about what they are doingbut also the parents and the staff about the Futures
for Young Adults program, and I was told that the
breadth of the opportunities it provides is meeting
the needs of the students in the area. The criteria for
eligibility for the Futures for Young Adults program
are that the students should be enrolled in a
government school, whether a regular, special or
special developmental school; they should be
receiving funding through the Department of
Education disability impairment program and be
aged 18 by 31 December of the same year.
By February this year more than 600 students had
taken up places in the program, and the full take-up
had occurred by the end of July, with more than
1200 students participating in it. The 1998 students
are well into their transition programs and are
getting used to the idea of moving into another
educational setting. Programs have been designed
specifically to meet the needs of students and their
families in becoming accustomed to the new
educational setting and learning how it will work. It
is an exciting time for those moving into that area.
I shall read out one case study in the Futures for
Young Adults program that says a lot about how
well the program is working and the positive
implications for it contained in this bill:
Claire is a young woman who expressed a strong
desire to go to TAPE. She had been accepted into the
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course with the provision that she make her own way
there and back. Claire also has a degenerative disorder
that requires regular physiotherapy. With
physiotherapy to minimise the effects of her physical
disability and travel training, it was felt that Claire
would be able to access the TAFE independently.
Futures for Young Adults was able to fund an agency
on a short-tenn basis to provide her with travel training
and physiotherapy once a week to ensure her physical
disability did not inhibit her chances of accessing the
TAFE college.

This is a marvellous example of how well this
program works.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - I oppose the bill
strenuously. lbis legislation is mean, it is
discriminatory, and it is founded on the
government's pure vindictiveness in wishing to get
the parents of students with intellectual disabilities
who dared to take it to the Supreme Court. The bill
attempts to legalise discrimination to which the
Supreme Court alerted the Victorian community in
November 1997.
The Supreme Court found on 7 November 1997 that
the Kennett government had directly discriminated
against disabled students by kicking them out of
school when they turned 18. The Kennett
government has refused to acknowledge that
Supreme Court decision and has introduced this
legislation, and for good measure it has taken the
parents of students with intellectual disabilities to
the Court of Appeal.
I would have hoped members of the government
would understand the role of education, but it seems
they have missed the boat. I bring to their attention a
couple of basic facts. Education is important for
adolescents with an intellectual disability. It is just as
important for them as it is for those who do not have
a diagnosis of intellectual disability. Education is
about allowing children to reach their full potential.
The full potential of a child or adolescent with an
intellectual disability has to be met in a range of
educational settings, and this bill severely limits
their opportunities.
Yesterday in question time I was astounded that the
Minister for Education organised a dorothy dixer in
relation to disability. He was pleased to tell the
house that it was the International Day of Disabled
Persons yesterday. What he neglected to mention in
his answer was that although he wanted to bring a
good-news story to Parliament, the fact was that at
that very time this Parliament was considering one
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of the most discriminatory pieces of legislation for
children with intellectual disabilities ever seen. The
gall of the Minister for Education yesterday was
noted by a number of parents who were here in the
Parliament.
The house is debating the bill because the Supreme
Court has advised the Victorian community that the
Kennett government has directly discriminated
against children with intellectual disabilities. The
Leader of the Opposition clearly pointed out in his
contribution how keen the Kennett government is to
silence critics. The opposition is waiting to see what
happens to Mr Justice Beach. It is waiting for the
next exciting instalment of the Silencing of the
Critics in Victoria program.
I refer the house to the Futures for Young Adults
program, a poorly organised program which was
inappropriately introduced into the Victorian
education system last year. Members of the
opposition and, no doubt, government members
have received countless representations from people
who were gravely concerned at the concept and
organisation of that program. I will later deal with
the incompetence of the government.
I refer now to the appropriateness of the program. In
a letter of January this year Ms Joel Gills of Fawkner,
a student at Montague Continuing Education
Centre, tries to explain how important it is that she
be able to continue her education at Montague and
that the special needs of people with intellectual
disabilities be taken into consideration. She states:
I have been a student at Montague Continuing
Education Centre for the past two years. I have mild
intellectual disability. It takes a while to learn some
things. I have a short-term memory problem. It takes
time to have something I have learnt set in my mind. If
I had not done prep twice I wouldn't have been able to
read.

She then outlines how she repeated grade 6, which
assisted her confidence greatly. She states:
By repeating grade 6 I gained in many skills such as
map reading, research and presentation ...
During 1996 my teachers, my parents and myself
decided that a third year at Montague was very
appropriate with a transition to TAFE.

She needed the opportunity to continue at Montague
before moving to TAPE. Ms Gills's parents also
wrote to the opposition. Their letter states:
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Eighteen is such an arbitrary age, especially for those
with an intellectual disability. Although these people
are classed as young adults, they still need parents and
carers to help them manage their lives and guide them
in many everyday decisions, including schooling.
These children mature more slowly than 'normal'
children. In a sense the I8-plus program discriminates
against those who could make further progress at
school but need additional time to do so.

That letter of 9 January from Pamela Miller and
Charles Rogder was endorsed in the Supreme Court
by Justice Beach. The Futures for Young Adults
program concerned the Faraone family of Mount
Waverley. They wrote about the situation that
confronted them and their daughter. They clearly
state that their daughter and other students at
Montague, aged 16 and over, need an adult setting
appropriate to young adults. They say carers and
parents recognise that their students cannot and
should not remain at school indefinitely.
The opposition does not want young adults and
adolescents kept at school indefinitely, but they
should be given a fair chance and opportunity to
reach their full potential. That is why it is important
for the house to reject the bill and support the
reasoned amendment moved by the honourable
member for Footscray.
The government would not have got itself into this
costly and ongoing legal muddle had it adequately
and appropriately resourced the Futures for Young
Adults program. That is the key to the present
predicament of having children with intellectual
disabilities being discriminated against by the
government.

In the minister's second-reading speech he used the
word' generally' in referring to 18-plus students.
That must be regarded as a pivotal word, given that
many children with disabilities and impairments
already operate as exceptions to the November 1996
structure. For instance, early intervention programs
are necessary for young children who are deaf. So as
to develop the appropriate language skills, those
deaf children need to commence their schooling
prior to the regulated five years of age as at 1 April
of the year in which they are due to commence
school. That situation applies to government schools
including the Princess Elizabeth Junior School for
the Deaf and the Furlong Park preschool. Are we to
assume that those underage students will not attract
government funding? I hope not.
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The bill contains nothing to guarantee that when an
18-year-old student leaves a special school, she or he
will be provided a place in the Futures for Young
Adults program. The honourable member for
Morwell has told me of examples in his electorate
where children cannot get places in the program. It
is all very well for the government to chuck the
children out of school and say they can move into
that program, but there are insufficient places.
By contrast, intellectually able students are
guaranteed places in VCE programs; but the
appropriate school setting becomes a matter of luck
for the intellectually disabled - hence, the essence
of discrimination. Moreover, Mr Justice Beach was
dissatisfied with the Futures for Young Adults
program, as he states on page 9 of his judgment. In
the interests of time, I will not quote his words. We
are in a sorry state in Victoria when the state decides
policy by marketing. Victoria has reached that point
in many areas, but it is an appalling state of affairs to
reach that point with children who have intellectual
disabilities.
I conclude my contribution with comments that the
Australian Education Union wishes to have placed
on the record. It is unhappy that the state
government has chosen a mean-spirited and
budget-driven legislative approach to what is
essentially a situation requiring compassion - but
'compassion' is a word the Minister for Education
cannot even spell! The opposition concurs with the
views of Justice Beach when he states in his
judgment:
I think it is regrettable that the new policy relating to
the funding of students was introduced in the abrupt
and unsympathetic manner it was.

Perhaps the minister should learn to spell both
'compassion' and 'sympathy'! Adult programs are
not entirely the preserve of anyone education and
training sector. The legislation is totally
inappropriate and the minister should withdraw it.

Mr KlLGOUR (Shepparton) - I am pleased to
support the bill. I would have liked to comment on
the speech we have just heard, but the time
restrictions prevent me from doing so. The bill will
assist students with intellectual and physical
disabilities. I support the program that has been put
in place to enable students who turn 18 or 19 to go
into other settings in which they can use the skills
they have or acquire others and become better
people. The bill prescribes the ages at which
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students can attend the various types of schools we
have in Victoria.
Between 1991 and 1994 approximately 1000 students
with disabilities were transferred from our
primary-type education programs to special day
programs administered by the Department of
Human Services and then to the Futures for Young
Adults programs. I have had a lot to do with special
schools in my electorate such as the Graham Street
special school, the special development school, and
the school for the intellectually handicapped, the
Goulburn Valley centre.
I know some of the people attending those facilities.
Only yesterday I spoke to friends of mine from
Numurkah, Mr Noel Clarke and his wife Jean, who
have a son named Peter who has been friendly with
our family for many years. Peter attended the
Graham Street special school and did particularly
well. We saw him come on and noted how he had
learned to communicate with people and work
around the home.
When this program was introduced he was asked to
leave the special school and go into a day program.
His parents were a bit apprehensive about what
would happen to the boy when he left the school,
where there were a lot of younger children.
However, on the occasions I had visited the Graham
Street special school I had noticed some very older
students of 19 or 20 years of age who were bullying
the younger children. There was also the odd case of
sexual harassment. Those situations occurred
because older students were in the same setting as
students who were much younger than them.
Peter Clarke went into the day setting at Numurkah.
Yesterday I spoke to his father about how the family
felt about his leaving the Graham Street special
school and going to the school at Numurkah which, by the way, was closer to home. Peter's father
is absolutely thrilled about how he has come on
since moving to the school. He has done some
woodwork, mown lawns and washed cars. His car
washing does not continue whenever he comes
home, although his father would like it to! Peter has
done kitchen duties and has prepared food. He has
been doing some gardening and some craft work.
He has gone on swimming trips to the new indoor
swimming centre in Shepparton, and he has been to
Melbourne. He has been learning all those living
skills, which is important.
His father tells me that when Peter arrives home at
the farm each day, he has a drink of water, jumps

Thursday, 4 December 1997

into the four-wheel-drive buggy and goes down the
paddock to get the cows. He has a wonderful time
driving the buggy around - although it is not doing
the buggy much good! He is now enjoying himself
because he feels he can make a contribution to the
family and to the farm. His transferring from the
primary system into the day setting has improved
his life skills and his ability to help at home.
I have been involved with setting up canteens for
people with disabilities to work in. I have seen the
difference that has made to the people from the
Goulburn Valley centre for the intellectually
handicapped. When they work in canteens at the
Shepparton News, the local schools or the TAPE
college they feel they are making a contribution.
They make money for the institute and they help the
students out at the TAPE college, for example, when
they come to buy their lunch. I support the provision
that enables those young people, once they turn 18
or 19, to move to other settings where they can learn
to feel they are making a contribution.
The minister has introduced legislation that will
enable those wonderful programs to continue. I
support the legislation and look forward to its
speedy passage.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I thank all
honourable members for their contributions to the
debate on this important piece of legislation. I say
'all' advisedly, because I disagree with the points
put by members on the other side, who went to the
extent of moving a reasoned amendment.
Nonetheless, I believe members of all parties
genuinely want the best possible outcome for the
young people who find themselves in those settings.
The lead speaker for the opposition, the honourable
member for Footscray, put a number of points, and I
will endeavour to respond to them as quickly as I
can in the short time I have. Firstly, he suggested the
program was introduced abruptly and
unsympathetically. I make the simple point that in
1989, when Joan Kirner was the Minister for
Education, Evan Walker was the Minister for
Employment, Post-Secondary Education and
Training and Peter Spyker was the Minister for
Community Services, the Labor government had a
clear policy of doing exactly what we are doing now.
At that time there was a great deal of consultation
between the officers of the departments involved
and the people in those school settings to achieve
progressive change.
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In the 12 months before we introduced the changes
we had discussions with all the affected schools, so
the principals were well aware of what was going
on. I concede that the final notification and
implementation period was shorter than I would
have liked, but the introduction had to coincide with
the school year. As I said, all the schools were aware
of the planning that was taking place and that the
introduction of the program was imminent. They
would also have been aware of the 1989
recommendations.
Schools were given six months in which to place
those students into adult settings, and no student
was to be removed from a school setting until a
suitable placement was found. Each case was looked
at individually, and where there were grounds for
varying the arrangements, every effort was made to
do so. Some students were retained beyond the
so-called deadline until suitable placements were
found.
The second point put by the honourable member
concerned the creation of two classes of students those doing the VCE and those who were not. It is
difficult to respond to that in this debate, because it
goes the heart of the matter before the Supreme
Court. I believe the matter should probably be left to
that forum. I have clear views on it, which I have
expressed in the past. No doubt all that will be
determined as the Supreme Court matter proceeds.
It was suggested that the motive for the bill was to
make a funding cut to save money. Nothing could
be further from the truth. The fact is that
$17.3 million of recurrent funding and from memory
something like $5 million in capital funding was
transferred to the Department of Human Services.
Those funds were effectively removed from the
education budget and transferred with the students
to the Department of Human Services. In the end no
real budget savings were achieved, so the claim is
absolute nonsense.

The other point concerns the comments made by the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale about an issue
that was raised yesterday about my announcement
of funding for ramps, lifts and so forth to assist
students with disabilities. I know the Labor Party
does not like it, but the truth is that Victoria spends
the most per capita on students with disabilities and
impairments.
I should have thought both sides of the house would
want to celebrate. Of course, everybody always
wants more funds. The Victorian government makes
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the biggest commitment in Australia to this area on a
per capita basis and has no desire to or intention or
thought of reducing that commitment.
The government's motive in introducing this bill is
to ensure the most appropriate form of adult
preparation and transition for young people to
adulthood. That is unlike the Labor Party which,
when in government, was happy to sit on its hands
when more than a thousand students aged between
20 and 30 and who were not doing VCE were
attending the same schools as S-year-olds. People
understand that those schools are not geared to
provide adult education programs. It is totally
inappropriate for adults, some more than 35 years of
age, to be attending the same schools as children as
young as 4 and 5. The best evidence indicates that
the transition to adulthood should take place
between the ages of 12 and 18 years. It is too late to
start preparing people for adulthood at 18.
I place on record the appreciation of the government
and, indeed, the community for the heartfelt
commitment of parents in this area. I have had the
privilege of attending 500 schools across Victoria
and I see this commitment in all classes of schools in
the special development area. A member of my
family, a niece, fits into that category so I am not
without understanding of the situation. When I was
young, I had polio and spent a couple of years at
school encased in splints. I can understand some of
the difficulties experienced by students with
disabilities. I take exception to the claim that I have
no understanding about the problems involved.
The honourable member for Footscray wants the bill
to be delayed until the Full Court appeal has been
determined. I point out for the benefit of the
honourable member for Footscray and anyone with
a specific interest in this area that the bill does not
impact on the people involved in the Berendale case.
The President of the Australian Council for
Intellectual Disabilities has indicated to the
Department of Education that there is a high level of
satisfaction in Victoria with regard to the program.
In addition, reports from an evaluation conducted
by the Department of Human Services, which is also
involved in this program, show that the community
is happy. Very few requests are made for reviews,
but when they are made such requests are
accommodated. There is widespread support for this
initiative.
There is no doubt that the Futures for Young Adults
program is an effective initiative which
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demonstrates a high level of collaboration and
cooperation between departments, agencies, schools
and the general community. This joint initiative has
resulted in valid and positive aspects. For example,
all students have been provided with the
opportunity to move to their chosen adult option. In
the main, parents who had reservations about the
program now appreciate its value. Many students
have expressed pleasure and a positive attitude
about being in the adult environment and have no
regrets about leaving school. The whole area of
post-school options has been stimulated. There are
adequate resources for and high expectations from
students who wish to participate in all aspects of
community life. New and expanded services are
offered by the established services which have a
direct outcome on the Futures for Young Adults
program. The program incorporates all elements of
good practice in schools. The post-school options are
well known and well regarded.
The bill represents a quality change that will provide
dignity and greater level of humanity to those
mature young adults in special development
schools. The government will keep the program
under review. The government does not see it as
something that will be introduced and then
forgotten. So far as I am concerned any problems
that can be identified will be given further
consideration, and I am prepared to make any
necessary changes that will add to its value in the
future.
The motion moved by the opposition is rejected
because it is covered by the relevant provision.
Honourable members on this side of the house have
a depth of appreciation of the bill, and it is
unfortunate that members of the opposition do not.
Their attitude is probably sparked by the
by-election; they are driven to emotive discourses
while neglecting a clear policy commitment made by
three former Labor ministers and a former Labor
Premier. I wish the bill speedy progress and wish
every student in special development schools a very
good future.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Ayes, 48
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms (Teller)
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr

McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton, Mr
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Dean, Dr
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins,Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour, Mr (TeI/er)
Lean,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall, Ms
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLeIIan, Mr
MacleIIan, Mr

Peulich, Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr ER (TeI/er)
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thornpson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes,27
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Carnpbell,Ms
Carli, Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Davies, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Hamilton, Mr

Hulls, Mr
Kosky,Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr
Lirn,Mr
Loney, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Amendment negatived.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 48
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms (TeI/er)
Clark, Mr
Coieman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Dr
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins,Mr
John,Mr

McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R. (Teller)
Smith, Mr LW.
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Lean, Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall, Ms
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr
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Spry,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs

Hansard will be corrected so that the minister's words
read as follows:

Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr

I am advised that those appeals will be heard so that
the process can be finalised in February next year, very
early in the kindergarten year.

Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 28
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr

Kosky, Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)

Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)

Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr

Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr

Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)

Cole,Mr

Micallef, Mr

Cunningham, Mr
Davies,Ms

Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

The point of the two memos is that Hansard sent me
a second memo, adding the words that the error was
made by Hansard staff.

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr

Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr

Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Waterfront mercenaries
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his statement made on radio this
morning in which he supported moves to use up to
250 former soldiers as mercenaries on Australian
wharves, a move that has today been rejected
outright by the Western Australian Minister for
Transport.
Mr Kennett interjected.

Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Sitting suspended 1.08 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER - Order! I welcome to the gallery
Mr Paul Fitzgerald, the US consul and Jim De Hart,
the US vice-consul. Welcome, gentleman.
The SPEAKER - Order! At the commencement
of proceedings this morning the honourable member
for Pascoe Vale raised a point of order with me. I
undertook to get a report from Hansard and
respond to the house. I now have two memos from
Hansard, the second of which I will read and I will
explain why. It states:
The point of order raised by the honourable member
for Pascoe Vale regarding the accuracy of the Daily
Hansard of Tuesday, 2 December is correct; the Daily
Hansard is not an accurate reflection of the words used
by the Minister for Youth and Community Services.
The change was made, in error, by Hansard staff
during the editing process. The revised edition of

Mr BRUMBY - It is a serious matter. You want
to use industrial mercenaries on the wharves!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - Given his support for the use of
mercenaries on Australian docks, did the Premier or
any of his ministers meet with former
SAS commando - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Honourable members
on the government benches will come to order.
Mr BRUMBY - Did the Premier or any of his
ministers meet with the principals behind this
arrangement, Peter Kilfoyle or Mike Wells who are
both behind the company concerned?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - This is the last day of
the sittings. I thought there might have been
something coming out of left field to catch us by
surprise. I say, firstly - we will not dwell on it for
too long - the Leader of the Opposition quite
deliberately and irresponsibly misconstrued the
question I was asked on radio this morning. I was
not asked - you go back and check the transcript!
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Give me a copy of it! Let's have a look! TItis man
does not tell the truth!

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - Did I meet Peter Kilfoyle?

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - Have you got the transcript? I
was asked on radio: do I support people from
Australia going over, I think, to Dubai to be trained
in waterfront handling. That was the question and
not whether I supported mercenaries or anything of
that nature. The Leader of the Opposition simply
cannot tell the truth.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETr - That was the answer to the
question I was asked. Have you got the transcript? If
you have give it over! He hasn't got it! He is not
telling the truth because he can't! When I answered
the question about people going overseas to be
trained I said that I supported the concept of people
from Australia going over to ports, whether it be
Singapore or Dubai, where the highest benchmark
has been established in the handling of container
ships.
Mr Brumby - Were you there last year?
Mr KENNETI - What? I cannot believe how
stupid you are!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - I said I favour people travelling
overseas to learn leading-edge technology in
whatever industry they are in, whether it be the
production of goods or services or operating the
waterfront. If Australia is to have a future it should
be looking at benchmarking itself against the
world's best. To my knowledge, Singapore and
Dubai have the most efficient ports in the world and
if we can learn something from them we ought to do
so.
The Leader of the Opposition then asked, 'But
weren't you over in Dubai last year and weren't you
arranging some sort of clandestine deal?' I was over
there last year with a trade delegation. We were
looking at opening up markets for Victorian goods,
through the Emirates Airline into Melbourne, to give
our manufacturers greater opportunities. During
that visit I had a look at the port, so I was therefore
able, when I was asked this morning about sending
people to Dubai, to respond positively, because
Dubai is clearly of value to us. The Leader of the
Opposition then asked me whether I met - -

The SPEAKER - Order! Let's not have any
interjections or supplementary questions across the
table. If the Leader of the OppOSition wishes to ask a
question of the Deputy Premier, he will have the
opportunity. I ask him not to do so simply by
interjecting across the table.
Mr KENNETI - I have not met the gentlemen
involved there. I have not met them in Dubai, New
York, London, Thessaloniki or Tasmania. I have not
met Superman and I have not met Harrison Ford!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - I can only say that the Leader
of the OppOSition, in his absolute desperation to
create a scene, has not told the truth. He has no
understanding of the issue. It is the Leader of the
Opposition, on this last day of the last session of
Parliament this year, who has put himself in the
position of being continually ridiculed.

Workcover: industrial action
Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) - Will the Premier
advise the house how the threats made by
Mr Martin Kingham of the CFMEU will affect
workers compensation - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The house will come to
order. I ask the honourable member to ask her
question again as I was unable to hear it.
Mrs SHARDEY - Will the Premier advise the
house how the threats made by Mr Martin Kingham
of the CFMEU will affect workers compensation and
employment prospects in Victoria?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - If the Leader of the
Opposition was among the listeners to my weekly
program on 3AW at 9 o'clock this morning he would
have heard the interviewer, Mr Mitchell, contact
Martin Kingham, who started to explain succinctly
how he intended to threaten employers in Victoria to
have them take out separate insurance policies to
overcome what he described as the removal of
common-law rights.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Thursday, 4 December 1997

1617

ASSEMBLY

Mr Thwaites interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! If the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition wishes to ask a question, he should
ask it in the proper way.
Mr KENNETT - Mr Kingham clearly explained
his union's position. The tragedy about what he
outlined is that even if he can coerce, blackmail and
force employers to take out insurance polices, that
will not restore the common law. We would still
retain the position that the Leader of the Opposition
voted for when he was a member of the federal
Parliament and his government removed common
law from the public service.
What is worse - and I say to all employers: do not
be blackmailed or threatened under any
circumstances - he is again indicating clearly that
the trade union movement is prepared to put at risk
all we have achieved in the past five years. All the
new investment that has taken place, whether at the
Docklands and the museum or with City Link, will
again be put at risk because the trade union
movement is seeking to turn the clock back not a
year or two but to the Labor years of 1985,1986 and
1987 when it controlled the government of the day.
Mr Speaker, I assure you that if Mr J<ingham's
scheme prevails and is in any way seen to be a
replacement for Workcover, an injured worker will
have his or her benefits determined by an insurance
company. Common law has to be secured by the
courts - and as we all know, that can take time. But
if that new scheme is put into place, injured workers
will be in the hands of the insurance companies,
who are not renowned for making quick decisions.
They will determine where blame lies, the extent of
the injury and the extent of the payment.

I think every injured worker in the state would
rather have the security of the scheme we are
putting into place, which will give him or her
immediate access to the best benefits in Australia
without having to prove fault, because it is a no-fault
scheme. Mr Kingham's scheme will require guilt and
fault to be proved. It will take time, and there will be
no guarantee about what the benefits will be.
We are looking at the suggestion he made this
morning. I will be instructing the government's
solicitors to look at it, and we will consider what we
can do to protect workers in this state. It is clear that
the trades union movement is planning a period of
rolling industrial strikes early in the New Year. That
is unacceptable and will not be supported.

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - Mr Speaker, I am told I am
encouraging it. I did not ring up Martin Kingham
this morning and ask him to ring up Neil Mitchell.
The trouble is that the Labor Party supports their
rallies and their brawls and ultimately works against
the public interest. We will be looking at the
suggestion and letting the public know about the
risks of the Kingham scheme, both for employers, in
terms of their putting on more staff, and, more
importantly for workers, because under his scheme
injured workers will have their benefits controlled
by insurance companies - unlike the fault-free
scheme we are putting into place here in Victoria.

Nursing homes: annual fees
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Youth and Community Services to the
statement he made in the house yesterday that
people on full pensions will not have to contribute
one cent of the new nursing home annual
accommodation fee of $4380. Will the minister now
admit that that is untrue and that he misled the
house and that in fact a pensioner with a home or
assets worth more than $36 000 will have to pay the
full accommodation fee? Given that, will the
minister give a guarantee that no pensioner in a
Victorian government nursing home will be hit with
an accommodation fee?

Or NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - I thank the honourable
member for his question. The information I gave the
house yesterday was that 65 per cent of people in
nursing homes across Australia are on full pensions
and as a result they will not be required to
contribute to the accommodation fee. That
information was supplied to me by the office of the
Minister for Family Services in Canberra,
Mr Warwick Smith, and I stand by it.

Honourable members interjecting.

Public transport: fare review
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - Will the Minister for
Transport inform the house of the result of the
annual review of public transport fares.
Mr COOPER (Minister for Transport) - I thank
the honourable member for Tullamarine for his
question. Before the coalition was elected in 1992 we
made a commitment that we would review fares
annually rather than pursuing the policy adopted by
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our predecessors, the Cain and Kirner governments,
which put fares up whenever they needed some
cash.
Mr Gude - The budget top-up method.
Mr COOPER - The budget top-up method, as
my colleague the Minister for Education reminds
me. Each December the government announces the
results of that review carried out on fare increases,
and if there are to be any fare increases they will
take effect at the start of January the following year.
I can now advise the house that that review has
taken place and that there will be no increases in
fares in 1998. The freeze on fares applies to both the
Met and V jLine, and it is the second time in three
years that we have been able to announce a freeze on
fares. That means that over the past three years fares
have risen by only 3.4 per cent. That stands in stark
contrast to the performance of our predecessors in
government, the Labor Party, when over one
13-month period in 1990-91 it increased public
transport fares by 30 per cent!
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a high performance level I do not know what does. I
can understand it being lost on this lot over here
because during their time in government patronage
fell, services declined and the public transport
system became a subject of ridicule and disrepute.
The government will continue to drive the reform
process and improvement in public transport in this
state. The government's privatisation program will
reinforce and enhance those reforms already in place.

Intergraph: BEST contract
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I refer the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services to his
perpetual glowing praise of the Intergraph system
and his assertions that the system is functioning
well. I refer him further to the Auditor-General's
findings that the Victoria Police withheld moneys
totalling $1.17 million because of Intergraph's failure
to meet its required level of performance and that
the CFA has deferred the commissioning of the
Intergraph system five times since July 1996 and was
forced to meet costs totalling $700 000.

Government members interjecting.
A Government Member - Shame!
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister will pause
for a moment. I had occasion yesterday to advise
members that the calling of 'Shame' was not
parliamentary, and Speakers' rulings over many
years have supported that. I ask honourable
members to remember that in their responses in the
Parliament.
Mr COOPER - While I understand your ruling,
Mr Speaker, it certainly is a shame that such a
huge--

Opposition members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is a big difference
between a member saying, 'It is a shame' and calls
and interjections of 'Shame'.

The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member ask his question!

Government members interjecting.
Mr HAERMEYER - Mr Speaker, are you going
to do anything about these hyenas?
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member will take his place.
Mr Kennett - That was a shameful performance.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the Premier help in
question time by not being provocative across the
table! The honourable member for Yan Yean,
completing his question.
A Government Member - Rephrase it.

Mr COOPER - I t certainly is a shame, Sir. I
would not want the word to go out of the language
or out of use in this house.
By comparison with Labor's mismanagement which
created that vicious cycle of fare increases, falling
patronage and cuts in services, the government has
shown since 1992 that it has a genuine commitment
to public transport. It has improved services and
boosted patronage, which has increased by 10 per
cent over the past three years. If that does not show

Mr HAERMEYER - I will start again,
MrSpeaker.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! It would be a pity on
the last day of sitting to have to abandon question
time. The Chair will be quite happy to do so if the
house does not come to order - particularly, in this
case, the government benches. I am not inviting the
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honourable member to start his question again; I am
asking him, after his lengthy preamble - which was
much longer than usual- to ask his question.
Mr HAERMEYER - I further refer the minister
to the Auditor-General's findings that the Victoria
Police--
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to say that in the past 9 to 12 months there has been
no condemnation of the system by anyone but the
opposition. In the foreword of the Auditor-General's
report he states:

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member has already stated that part of his preamble.
I ask him now to ask his question.

In fact, I consider that the most significant message
conveyed by this report, in terms of the interests and
welfare of the community, is that, under a lean but
competent management unit within BEST, very
positive progress has been made in resolving the initial
problems.

Mr HAERMEYER - I refer him to the fact that
the CFA has deferred the commissioning of the
Intergraph system five times since July 1996 and was
forced to meet costs totalling $700 000. The system
has failed the MFB and the SES repeatedly, and I
ask--

A framework has now been established for the state to
build on the tasks completed to date and to have in
place an emergency response infrastructure which has
the confidence of the community and is recognised for
its advanced attributes both nationally and
internationally.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Christmas must be
coming. The mood of the house is somewhat jocular.
Mr HAERMEYER - I ask the minister when he
was made aware of these problems and why he
sought to cover them up.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Members waste their
own time at question time. The house will come to
order.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - Mr Speaker - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - I welcome the
Auditor-General's report this morning on the
Intergraph system and the computer-aided dispatch
system that it provides to Victorian emergency
services. There is a strong commitment by the
government to have the best computer-aided
dispatch system for all multi-agency services
anywhere in the world.
The honourable member for Yan Yean has come in
here today criticising Intergraph. Intergraph is a
large international company that has recently signed
a $3 billion contract with the US defence forces. It is
fair to say that as Victoria moved.from independent
communications systems for each individual agency
to a multi-agency system there were certainly
difficulties in bringing that all together. It is also fair

How much more positive can the Auditor-General
be in his report? All the chief executives of our
emergency services - whether it be the OUef
Commissioner of Police, Mr Comrie; Mr Brian Parry
from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade; Rhys Maggs
from the State Emergency Service; or from the
ambulance service - are satisfied that performances
benchmarks are being met in a satisfactory manner.
All financial responsibilities of the emergency
services to Intergraph are being met at this time. I
am thankful that the system is going forward in a
positive way and I would have to say that Mr Geoff
Spring, the chief executive of BEST, has done an
outstanding job in the linkages and the management
he has brought in coordinating Intergraph and the
emergency services organisations, to provide that
complete and thorough system that will ensure the
best quality call-and-response methods by those in
the community who seek the assistance of our
emergency services.

Member for Niddrie
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - Will the
Premier advise the house whether the government
has ever directly or indirectly financed an overseas
trip by the honourable member for Niddrie?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - Mr Speaker - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I will call the Premier
when the house comes to order.
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Mr KENN£IT - I noticed that the honourable
member for Niddrie, in the house earlier today,
criticised the honourable member for Oakleigh for
spending, I think, $22 800 during a CPA trip when,
according to the honourable member for Niddrie,
some of those funds were not appropriately spent.
I inform the house that the honourable member for
Niddrie used the same amount of $22 800 of public
money to undertake a trip last year, from 24 July to
23 August. In that period - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - During the whole course of his
trip the honourable member for Niddrie had only
14 contacts with any people. In fact, because some of
those meetings were for only 1 hour, they were
condensed into what must have been a very heavy
nine days work.

On 22 days of the honourable member's trip, when
he was utilising public moneys, he did not have any
appointments whatsoever, but he was clearly happy,
as he always is, to criticise government members
who in the pursuit of their work, in this case
examining what is a major problem for the
community - that is, the treatment of refuse - -
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The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will cease interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - How much? $22 800.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - Mr Speaker - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Question time cannot
continue, nor can Parliament continue, while we
have this barrage of interjections. The Premier,
completing his answer.
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member had a
brief meeting in San Francisco on 25 July, an even
briefer meeting on the 26th, nothing on the 27th, the
28th or the 29th. He had two brief meetings on the
30th and the 31st, nothing on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th of August, a
brief meeting in Washington on the 13th, a brief
meeting on the 14th and the 15th, and one on the
19th. Whether members of Parliament utilise their
part A allowances or - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Niddrie will cease interjecting.
Mr KENN£IT - One can only wonder - -

Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Dandenong.
Mr KENNETI - Whether they use money under
their--

Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Niddrie will cease interjecting;
otherwise, he knows what action the Chair will take.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Dandenong will cease interjecting; I will
not make it clearer than that.

Mr KENN£IT - If ever there has been a greater
misuse of public moneys, it is associated with the
honourable member for Niddrie and his use of
public moneys when undertaking this trip from
24 July to 23 August 1996. If the honourable member
for Niddrie has any criticism of the honourable
member for Oakleigh's trip, he may like to inform
the house how he and his travelling companion
spent 22 days of the 31 days when they were
expending public moneys, supposedly in the public
interest. The honourable member for Niddrie has
never shied away from involving himself in - -

Mr KENNElT - Whether they use money under
part A of the allowances we provide or whether they
have travelled - and we have encouraged or
allowed that under our leadership, and have had
committees travel overseas - we do so with a clear
intent in mind: to give members of Parliament the
opportunity not only to pursue specific interests but
also--

Mr Brumby interjected.

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNElT - The Leader of the Opposition
wants to be critical. He should explain what Victoria
received from his $48 000 trip to Mauritius two years
ago, after he approached me several times -
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Victoria has no benefit. I was happy to allow him to
travel because I believe there is a benefit in members
of Parliament being able to add to their experiences
in what is happening overseas and to make contact
with people in a whole range of government services.
If the honourable member for Niddrie believes it is
wrong for government members to utilise public
money, 1 am happy to review the way in which we
apply public moneys to any member travelling,
whether under part A or under a CPA trip. If the
honourable member is suggesting that that be the
case, I suggest the Leader of the Opposition's trip
two years ago will stand no scrutiny at all- and
that involved, from memory, $48 000 of taxpayers'
money.

1 do not think the Leader of the Opposition would
want those trips put under scrutiny, nor do 1 intend
to. But 1 suggest to honourable members that if they
want to start this sort of game, ultimately there will
be a high price paid: and it will be paid by all
members of Parliament, not just one from one side
or the other.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time for raising
questions without notice has expired.
As Speaker 1 will counsel the house, which 1 do
rarely. Some time ago in Canberra we saw a most
unseemly battle over travel rorts and expenses,
which brought the federal Parliament into disrepute.
I would not like to see a repeat of that in Victoria.
We have now had one question on travel from each
side. Clearly, all members have an opportunity to
travel, which I strongly support. Members on both
sides gain a great deal from their travels overseas
and around Australia. It would not be in the
interests of this Parliament for it to continue the line
it has taken today.

CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 12 November; motion of
Mr KENNETI (Premier).
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - The opposition supports
this bill.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Niddrie is obviously looking for a
Speaker's award! I should have advised the house
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that the second and third readings of the bill are
required to be passed by an absolute majority.
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - In keeping with the
length of the speech of the honourable member for
Niddrie and the desire of the house to deal with
other bills, 1 will keep my comments brief. The bill is
necessary. Its introduction is not before time when
you consider the great electronic advances that have
been made, particularly with computers and the
Internet, as a result of which within a couple of
hours after the house adjourns anybody around the
world can call up the Daily Hansard and view what
was said that day.
When 1 was first elected to Parliament the debate
among members was about the extent to which you
could get away with slipping a copy of your greens
to the media and to what extent the media could rely
on quoting from Daily Hansard. Those sorts of
dilemmas have been well and truly resolved with
the growth of the Internet. Therefore, the application
of the bill is sound.
I suspect that along with the massive development
in computers will come issues we cannot yet
conceive about the way media transmits
information. I suspect that in years to come it will be
necessary for the government to come back with
amending legislation to deal with those issues.
1 want to make a specific comment about the quality
of the on-line Victorian Hansard. On a number of
occasions I have compared it with the Hansard of the
Commonwealth Parliament, the House of Commons
and other parliaments, and I think the on-line
Victorian Hansard is by far the most superior.
As I said, I suspect further issues will arise than
those dealt with here. It has been argued that if a
member steps out of the chamber and says to the
media, 'I stand by what I said in the chamber', he or
she can be held to have repeated it and can therefore
be sued. I can see the same issues arising with the
Internet. For example, if 1 gave a speech that was
critical of somebody's conduct and then went
outside and provided a link on my home page back
to Hansard, 1 wonder whether that would be
privileged - not that I am suggesting the legislation
could deal with that.
Although I support the legislation, 1 point out that if
we are to take it further we need to consider
prOvisions that deal with issues that cross state
boundaries. The parliamentary committee of which 1
was a member in 1993 had to consider whether
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privilege applied to parliamentary reports that were
taken interstate by members and handed out or
posted interstate by committee staff. The argument
was that privilege did not apply. In my view the
only way that can be resolved is by reciprocal
legislation between the states and the
commonwealth.
Although I think the bill is sound, I wonder whether,
given the nature of the electronic media and the
forms of transmission involved, we should consider,
as a first step, some form of reciprocal legislation
and, as a second, ensuring that when our
publications, however they are published, go
interstate, we can be confident that privilege will
apply to them. With those few comments I am also
pleased to support the bill.
The SPEAKER - Order! As there is not an
absolute majority of the members of the house
present, I ask the Oerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.

Third reading
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
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provided a sense of achievement that a young
country like Australia could plan and achieve such
an important engineering feat.
In Australian terms, the Snowy hydro scheme is the
equivalent of what Sir John Monash did for Victoria
in electricity - it was in one sense the SEC on a
large scale. The Snowy was also important because it
was synonymous with the development of
multiculturalism in this country and attracted
migrants from beyond the British Empire. Many
people who worked on the Snowy scheme came
from countries that had not sent migrants to
Australia prior to the war. The migrants were mixed
together in a way that we now think of as
multiculturalism. By working together they
achieved something that was very important to this
country in both psychological terms and in
providing the necessary infrastructure.

While the engineering and broad symbolism of the
scheme represents an enormous achievement, it is
important to note that, 40 years on, the range of
environmental consequences were not anticipated at
the time the scheme was first proposed. With that in
mind, the opposition agrees with the comments of
the Treasurer in his second-reading speech. We are
now presented with a once-only opportunity to get
things right.
The issue of environmental flows is especially
important in the Murray, Murrumbidgee and Snowy
Rivers. The major concern for Victoria is the impact
on the Snowy River, which is the worst affected of
those three rivers. I turn to an article that appeared
in the Age of 4 October, appropriately titled 'The
man from Snowy Creek'. It discusses what has
happened on the Victorian side of the Snowy in the
past 40 years. It begins by saying:

Passed remaining stages.

SNOWY HYDRO CORPORATISATION
BILL

But the Snowy River is in Australia and, after writing
poems about it, we killed it.

The article goes on to say:

Second reading
Debate resumed from 18 September on the motion
of Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - This bill is of
considerable importance to Victoria at a number of
levels and the opposition supports its passage. The
status of the Snowy hydro scheme is that of an icon;
its importance is not just economic it is also
psychological. The whole vision of the Snowy was
bold and innovative. Coming after the war years it

The Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme - built
largely in the 19505 and 19605 - cut off the Snowy's
headwaters, killed plants, drove away fish and
virtually extinguished all aquatic life in large parts of
the river ...
A specialist panel conunissioned by a Snowy catchment
management committee, based in Cooma, found
recently that at least 28 per cent of the river's fonner
flow had to be restored in order to resurrect its
eco-systems.
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This has led to many problems particularly on the
Victorian side of the Snowy. The environmental
concerns surround the loss of recreational pursuits
in the river and the difficulties faced by those using
the river for their livelihoods. It is high time these
problems were addressed. People who live along the
river in communities like Orbost have for some time
now wanted something done about the
environmental problems. The bill is the only vehicle
by which we can address the problems that have
arisen from the Snowy scheme. My final quote from
the article is:
The river's future has come to a head. If water flows are
to be restored, the three governments must legislate
before water control is sold to the private sector.
Beyond the economic implications are environmental
and heritage issues. Reviving the river would not only
benefit the nation's native fish stocks but help
resuscitate a national icon. Whoever heard of The Man
from Snowy Creek?

In many ways Tim Winkler's article sums up the
position. The opportunity must be seized. We must
take action to get the best possible result from the
water inquiry that is to be initiated as part of the
proposed legislation. If we do not take advantage of
that opportunity future generations will rightly
blame us for not taking action. For the lower reaches
of the Snowy, time is not running out; it has already
run out! The Snowy River is closely bound up with
the hydro-electric scheme and its water
requirements. However, other competing needs
have brought about the present situation.
Hydro-electricity is one, but another is irrigation.

One cause for concern in Victoria is that a large
amount of the water is siphoned off for irrigation on
the New South Wales side before it gets into the
system. An opportunity is now being presented to
do something. The opposition believes the
prOvisions about conducting a water inquiry are
important. An inquiry must be conducted before we
can move forward to corporatisation and, I guess, in
future the government will consider privatisation. I
will not discuss privatisation now as that is an issue
that may have to be debated in the future. The water
inquiry will become central to what will happen in
the future. The prOvisions relating to the water
inquiry are sensible and are supported by the
opposition.
The annexure to the bill states that the water inquiry
will commence after the passage of the legislation.
The inquiry will run for six months and the
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governments must come to a unanimous agreement
on its recommendations within a further two
months. The inquiry will consider a vast range of
issues. Prior to corporatisation the states will
sponsor a public inquiry into environmental issues
arising out of the current water flows.
As I noted, the water inquiry will commence after

the passage of the legislation. The opposition is
aware the legislation is required to be passed in
three jurisdictions and that in two it has had its
hiccups. However, both jurisdictions have now
passed that legislation, albeit the commonwealth has
amended the legislation to include a prOvision that it
cannot be proclaimed until there is acceptance of the
water inquiry recommendations. Essentially, we
have agreement by the three governments that that
process should occur.
Although the opposition is supportive of the concept
of a water inquiry, particularly because it is a one-off
opportunity, it believes the time lines will be
difficult to meet. It will certainly be difficult for the
three governments to deal with the complex and
comprehensive issues involving the use of the
waters of the Snowy in six months and come to
agreement. That is not to say we should not try, but
the six-month time frame will be difficult to meet.
Both the opposition and I sincerely hope the issues
can be resolved to the satisfaction of Victoria within
that six-month period. However, that is a little
overly optimistic, especially given the fact that there
will be no second chances.
I raise the issue of resourcing.1f the water inquiry is
to be successful in six months it will need a high
level of resourcing to do the work we are asking it to
do. The stakes are high. We can get it right this once
or essentially fail for all time. That is precisely the
point made by the Minister for Education, on behalf
of the Treasurer, in his second-reading speech.
Under the terms of the legislation the water licences
granted will be on 75-year leases. The actions taken
now and the conclusions will have an effect for a
long time; we will not quickly get the opportunity to
address these issues again, if at all. The way we
moderate the different water requirements between
the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Authority and
other water users along those rivers becomes of
utmost importance; and it is important we get the
licence conditions right.
In considering the legislation the commonwealth
accepted amendments to it which have been
supported by the opposition at federal government
level. Those amendments provided that there should
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not be a proclamation of the legislation until the
issues arising from the water inquiry are
satisfactorily concluded. The commonwealth
government has taken a protective step a little
further than this legislation goes for us. Some
impatience would be evident when trying to sort out
these issues, but we want to keep moving. I also
understand the Treasurer's view that we want to
keep these things moving. It may well be that the
commonwealth action gives some additional
protection to Victoria in that regard because the
Victorian requirements may well be the most
difficult with which people must deal.
Environmental flows have occupied the thinking of
Victorians for a considerable time. The northern side
of our border is not occupied by environmental
flows to the same extent. They will be difficult issues
to sort out. As the honourable member for Swan Hill
says, it is a situation for the worse. I would have
hoped in this day and age the environmental
considerations would be ones all of us would be
bringing to the forefront, particularly when it
involves a river that is largely tied up in our national
identity. We must carefully work through the issues,
and the results for Victoria have to be the right ones.
As I said earlier, achieving those results in the
six-month period may well prove a difficult task.
The person who takes on the chairmanship of the
inquiry will have to be skilled, diplomatic and be
able to keep the issues moving, identify them and
sort the gold from the dross.
I have spent my time talking about the inquiry
because it is the major issue for Victoria. The
corporatisation of the authority is not an issue the
opposition finds exceptional, and as such it will not
be opposing any part of the bill. The opposition
notes the break-up of the proposed company has
been done in accordance with the current water
entitlements of the organisation and of the various
states and the commonwealth, which the opposition
believes is fair. Although there will be a break-up of
the shareholdings in that way the voting rights will
be equal for all government equity holders. So the
protection of Victoria's interests is contained in the
corporate structure.
The opposition believes there is no reason not to
continue with some form of public government
audit of the new corporatised authority, and that
one of the jurisdictions - I understand the
commonwealth is currently the auditor - could
appoint its Auditor-General to oversee the process.
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That provision is not contained in the bill. I
understand it is not specifically excluded, in that the
directors of the new corporatised authority could
appoint one of the auditors-general to be the auditor.
However, we believe it would have been better if it
had been specified that there was some public sector
auditing required and that it was provided for in the
bill.
I am cognisant of the time and the arrangements that
have been made in relation to the bill and I conclude
by saying, as I did at the outset, that the opposition
agrees with the remarks made by the Treasurer in
his second-reading speech that the bill represents a
once-only opportunity for Victoria and this
Parliament. We believe the opportunity should be
seized and advanced. We hope the move to a water
inquiry produces results that will advance the
legitimate interests of Victoria in relation to
environmental flows. This is not a matter of the
traditional rivalry of Victoria versus New South
Wales. Legitimate interests need to be reconciled
and we hope the water inquiry will lead to that
conclusion.
With those remarks I am pleased to support the bill
and I hope its passage through Parliament will lead
to outcomes for Victoria that will be beneficial to
both this state and the nation as a whole.
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - It is with
great pleasure that I support the Snowy Hydro
Corporatisation Bill. The Snowy scheme commenced
in 1949 and some 25 years later in 1974 the major
part of the construction work was completed. As the
honourable member for Geelong North said, it is
known as one of the greatest engineering feats of
this nation and it is also the largest and greatest
hydro-electricity scheme this country has.
The Snowy scheme is jointly owned by three
governments. New South Wales has 58 per cent,
Victoria has 29 per cent and the commonwealth has
13 per cent. Those three governments in recent times
have agreed to enter into a process of
corporatisation. The honourable member for
Geelong North also spoke about corporatisation and
the water inquiry. The water inquiry will present
options prior to corporatisation and that point is of
great concern to me as the representative of the
electorate of Gippsland East, which contains the
greater part of the great Snowy River.
The process will allow for environmental flows to be
addressed and this magnificent river deserves
nothing less. I am told the current flow below the
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Jindabyne Dam is 25 megalitres a day compared
with an average daily flow prior to the construction
of the Snowy scheme of some 3100 megalitres a day.
One does not have to be Einstein to understand the
effect on the river's ecology over the years, with
some undesirable results.
Along with many others I look forward to the water
inquiry and corporatisation and a move away from
the status quo so that we have a sustainable system
in the long term that will give the Snowy River the
flows it deserves. The inquiry will be an open public
forum. There will be an opportunity for all to put
their views. The terms of reference and the person to
head the inquiry must be agreed to by all three
governments. Although Victoria may seem to be a
very small shareholder and player in this process, it
will give Victoria a unique opportunity to ensure
that its interests are properly protected in terms of
the way the water is managed and what water goes
where. We must be aware of the competing interests
because all interests will have valid arguments.
There has been a strong argument for the water to be
used for irrigation and for electricity generation and
there is an equally strong argument for
environmental flows. I believe a sensible outcome
can be achieved through the inquiry so that a
balance is achieved and a process is put in place for
the next 75 years or so. The system must be
sustainable in the long term. The matter is a serious
one and Victoria's pOSition is abundantly clear. We
will not sign off on any agreement until such time as
there is satisfaction about the flows from the Snowy
scheme.
The Jindabyne Dam was completed in 1967. Since
then about 1 per cent of the water now flows down
the Snowy River. As a result in years such as this we
see that the Snowy River flows are depleted with
resultant siltation and damage to estuarine
vegetation. Indeed, the whole riparian ecology is
affected. A salt wedge now extends beyond the
highway bridge where the Princes Highway crosses
the Snowy River at Orbost. It is some 15 kilometres
above the normal mouth of the river. I have been
told by the people who have lived along the river for
many years, and some for a lifetime, that in its
pristine state during earlier years, the river was
much deeper and the holes were much cleaner and
fresher. There was no salt wedge and nor was there
the sand slug that now exists in the river.
Although it cannot be claimed that better
environmental flows will cure all these problems,
they will go a long way towards doing so.
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Communities living on both sides of the border
along the Snowy River want to see that great river
restored to its former grandeur. Water is not the
entire answer, but it is a major factor and I believe at
a time when corporatisation is being considered an
opportunity exists through the inquiry for some
improvements to be made.
Although I am conscious of the time, I will touch on
a few other points. Certainly, the generation of
electricity and the passing of water through the
turbines have been important factors over many
years. It is a fact of life that turbine power exists in
the Snowy scheme. It is able to respond at very short
notice to peak load demand for electricity. In under
90 seconds the system can deliver greatly increased
amounts of power into the grid.
To obtain better flows down the Snowy River I see
no reason why in years to come a turbine cannot be
built below the Jindabyne Dam to use the extra
water that might be let down the Snowy system.
That would help the economic argument and
achieve better flows and a better environment for the
Snowy River. The Snowy River is an icon. It has
been immortalised by such great poets as Paterson.
The portion that runs through my electorate is of a
magnificence that is not seen in many parts of
Australia. It is becoming known to many tourists
and in years to come I believe we will see a huge
increase in the number of people who want to see
that part of the countryside. Although parts are
inaccessible it is some of the most beautiful country
in Australia and compares with Kakadu and other
places that one might like to mention.
We need to approach the issue with great
seriousness. The Snowy River deserves a better deal
and I support what the Treasurer and the
parliamentary secretary have done and also the
work done by the Minister for Conservation and
Land Management and others, including the
Premier, who recently looked at the estuary of the
Snowy River.
The Premier travelled up and down the river by boat
and had a good look at what it was all about. He
spoke to local people and gained for himself, as the
Treasurer did recently, first-hand knowledge of the
river. I commend the government on the bill, which
is a big step in the right direction. I look forward to
seeing progress in the investigation that is to take
place over the coming months.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - The
principal reason for the development of the Snowy
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Mountains scheme was that Australia is the driest
continent in the world. The aim of the scheme was to
make the best use of the water we had. The water
catchment of the Snowy Mountains scheme is the
most reliable source of water anywhere in Australia.
The scheme divides the water from the Murray,
Murrumbidgee and Snowy river systems; and as the
honourable member for Gippsland East said, it
reduces substantially the flows down the Snowy.
The original proposals date back to the 18805.
Included in the original proposals was a scheme to
divert water to Sydney. As luck would have it, that
did not occur. It was not until the First World War
that the need for power generation became
apparent. The power generation proposal made the
scheme viable, although it was not the reason for its
development.
That brings me to the point at issue. In any
agreement established between the states and the
commonwealth government as a result of the
legislation, including any legislation enacted by the
federal and New South Wales governments, the
fundamental tenet of the scheme must not be
overlooked. The Snowy Mountains scheme was
developed to meet the water requirements of the
Murray and Murrumbidgee systems. If at any stage
the need for power generation becomes the primary
reason for decisions about when and why water will
be diverted, the fundamental reason for establishing
the scheme will be lost.
In the past, Victoria's representation on the Snowy
Mountains Council has given us the right to
determine when flows are sent to the Murray system
or the Murrumbidgee system and where flows are
sent to generate power. We have been able to ensure
the equal division of water through both systems so
that both states have had equal opportunities from
an irrigation point of view.
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banks of the Murray, it often occurs at times of
minor or major flooding downstream. It is essential
that in any agreement struck between the federal
and the state governments, the Victorian
representative on the council has the power to
represent the interests of downstream water users,
including irrigators, and downstream landowners
and their communities. If the vital interests of those
parties are satisfactorily represented, I can see no
reason why the future administration of the Snowy
scheme under corporate or private ownership will
not be a success.
The honourable member for Gippsland East talked
about environmental flows, particularly referring to
the requirements of the Snowy. Environmental flows
are just as vital for the Murray and Murrumbidgee
systems. I am not denying the need to look
objectively at the Snowy; but any decisions must
take account of the environmental needs of all three
systems. That is why it is vital that Victoria is
adequately represented on whatever council
administers those environmental flows.
It is also essential that the extent and timing of
Victoria's power generation needs are duly
considered. We must ensure that any water flowing
via the Murrumbidgee or the Murray to meet those
needs does not exacerbate any flooding. To allow
other members the opportunity to speak on the bill, I
will restrict my comments to those few words.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - I join the debate
as someone who is vitally interested not only in the
water regimes in northern Victoria but also in the
Snowy River, an interest I share with my colleague
from East Gippsland. The legislation is perhaps
more significant than we appreciate: no government
can control it by itself because it involves three
governments and three Parliaments.

Given that we will be totally reliant on an agreement
that the legislation will play no part in determining,
it is important that any agreement between the
federal government and the state governments takes
account of the need for representation from Victoria.
That will give us the opportunity of looking after the
best interests of not only irrigators but downstream
landowners.

It is what could be called regional legislation,
because it covers northern Victoria, southern New
South Wales, most of South Australia and the Snowy
catchment. It highlights the important role
south-eastern Australia plays as a water user and a
producer of food. The legislation comes some
40 years after the last major debate on the scheme in
this place, with all parties agreeing to its
construction.

I refer to the release of water for power generation.
As has often been stated before, the maximum
requirements for power generation usually occur
when water is least required from an agricultural
point of view. As the owner of a property along the

Interestingly enough, if you read the debates of the
time you find that the parties were presented with a
fait accompli. The negotiations and deals had all
been done, and they were simply asked to tick them
off. We are being asked to give permission for the
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drawing up of a new set of rules and regulations and
to consider an agreement with New South Wales
and the commonwealth to put them in place. Forty
years ago we witnessed as a nation engineering feats
that are now legendary - the tunnelling, the dam
work, the electricity generation and the water
diversion to the north.
However, 40 years ago the same level of engineering
skills and technology was not applied to the use of
the water delivered north. I am delighted to say that
today, 40 years later, Victoria is now starting to catch
up. Victoria's utilisation of its water resources in the
north of the state and the technology that is rushing
with it are now making the Snowy River scheme
worthwhile from an agricultural point of view for
the food bowl of south~astern Australia, a region
which is vital to Melbourne, particularly the areas of
the River Murray, southern New South Wales and
South Australia.
This bill and the agreements that I hope will be put
in place will give Victoria a little more surety than it
had in the past. Victoria has had good workable
agreements through legislation with other states and
there has been much goodwill between the states
and the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Authority
to enable the operation to be successful. Following
the water inquiry the negotiations that are being
entered into in Victoria and those that have been
agreed to in the New South Wales legislation will
give Victoria more surety and flexibility for the
electricity generation and irrigation requirements of
the northern rivers and more surety to the
environmental flows of the Snowy River.
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Hydro-electric Scheme, and it is important to
understand that this scheme has primacy on its
water releases. The water releases are in three
categories, and the proposed agreements will
determine water releases for the Murray,
Murrumbidgee and Snowy rivers. The water inquiry
previously mentioned has the task of determining
that.
In the bulk water entitlements discussion paper that
has been issued the government has made
allowances for extra water in the Snowy River. The
government is anticipating and acknowledging that
the inquiry will result in more environmental flows
to the Snowy River than there are today. That factor
has been built into the water caps, and the irrigators,
water users, people involved in the River Murray
system in Victoria from virtually the upper reaches
in the Benambra area right through to the Mildura
area, and the people on the committee that I have
had the honour of chairing for the past two years
have no hesitation in making that commitment and
have made allowances accordingly.

However, there are some aspects that honourable
members need to understand because at the moment
Victoria has a water cap that was introduced into the
River Murray system for both Victoria and New
South Wales. The matter of bulk water entitlements
for Victoria is now in a discussion phase and will
remain there until March of next year, when I hope
all issues will be resolved and the high security
water distribution system is understood by as many
people as possible.
There needs to be - and this was not covered in the
second-reading speech - an understanding of the
intention of the Victorian government towards the
inquiry. The Snowy River flows have a great deal of
impact on the River Murray, particularly in dry
years. In drought years - and this is the value of the
Snowy River scheme - 30 per cent of the water
rights will come from the allocation of the Snowy
River. That is a huge amount in a drought season.

The bill covers three catchments: the River Murray,
the Murrumbidgee River and the Snowy River
catchments. They are all vital in their own way, as
are their environmental flows, but the
environmental flows from the Snowy River scheme
for the Murray and Murrumbidgee rivers do not
play as important a role for them as they do for the
Snowy River scheme. That is because in Victoria,
with the water caps being applied now and the bulk
water entitlements that apply on the River Murray
system, the first matters that were put in place there
and are currently up for public discussion were the
environmental flows and other requirements. So the
prime consideration is the health of the River
Murray, and then the diversion of water for
agricultural and urban use along the river is
considered.

Mr STEGGALL - Victoria's rights. That is most
important as we get into the difficult years, and this
year will be heading for a dry season. I am sure that
because of the storage and water security system
that is in place in Victoria the allocation from the
Snowy River will not reach 30 per cent this year.

The bill is mainly about electricity generation from
the water released under the Snowy Mountains

As I understand the situation, the Victorian
government's intentions regarding the water licence

Mr Coleman - Victoria's rights.
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and the intergovernmental agreements under the
Snowy Hydro water inquiry are that there is no
intention to give primacy to electricity generation,
the point made earlier by the honourable member
for Benambra. Primacy on the Snowy River scheme
will remain with the water release agreements. The
government regards electricity as the product of the
water flow requirements under that agreement, and
Victoria will not agree if outcomes to water users are
unreasonable or inappropriate. The government also
understands that if Victoria does not agree nothing
will be done, so it is in everyone's interests that a
workable agreement be reached.

In the New South Wales Parliament some
amendments were pushed through in the upper
house and accepted by the government to extend the
water inquiry terms of reference. I hope that
extension will not, as the honourable member for
Geelong North suggested it might, make it difficult
to complete the inquiry within six months. It would
be sad if that were the case because this is a vital
time for the River Murray.
The advantage of the proposed scheme is that it will
give more surety for water releases out of the Snowy
River system into the bulk entitlements in Victoria's
share of the River Murray. It will allow better
management of the Snowy River. During the debate
in 1957 or 1958 it was suggested that the government
should consider other possible uses of the lower
reaches of the Snowy River, particularly of the
beautiful land in the Orbost area.
The government accepts that Victoria is committed
to providing more water for the Snowy River and
that the debate on that issue will be a matter of
balance. The issue is not merely one of the volume of
water. As we have found with the bulk entitlement
structure on the River Murray system, it is the
management of the resource that can provide more
flexibility. The timing and flexibility that the
government builds into this agreement could
possibly benefit the Snowy River. The government is
considering the actual volumes of water involved
and has the opportunity to negotiate the volumes, as
it had to negotiate the electricity generation.
Irrigators are keen to have sufficient flexibility to
prevent the development of pressure points.
Resource management today is of vital importance,
and it is the most difficult thing for governments
throughout the world to achieve.

In Victoria we have developed a good method of
managing natural resources, which resulted from
the salinity battles of the early 1980s. The
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community, scientists and governments work
together to resolve contentious issues, whether it be
forestry, water, or whatever. I hope the Snowy River
inquiry will give us the opportunity to reach
solutions similar to those reached during the salinity
crisis.
The legislation will introduce three new features.
Firstly, it will create a water licence; secondly,
agreements will be brought about by a series of
intergovernmental deals; and thirdly, instead of
being covered by legislation the agreements will be
enforced by contracts between governments.
Victorian water users are keen to ensure the
enforcement of those agreements. It is important that
we all have confidence in the future.
Today Victoria launches into a water distribution
program in which we can have confidence, one that
will be far better than that operating in New South
Wales. I hope the New South Wales government
changes its mind and has its security of allocation
more in line with that now applying in Victoria.
The proposed legislation should give confidence to
those who wish to invest in River Murray irrigation
water. The bill will add surety to an area in which
agreement, compromise and trust between
governments and organisations has worked well. It
will give those people even more confidence.
I compliment the Treasurer and wish him well with
the work to be done to achieve those agreements. I
urge all water user groups along the River Murray,
the Murrumbidgee River and the Snowy River to
make thoughtful submissions to the inquiry which
has been established to make a difference in our
water resources management. I look forward to the
inquiry being completed and the Snowy River issues
resolved.
Mr DIXON (Dromana) - I have a great love of
the Snowy River. I have explored and camped along
its banks, and have whitewater rafted its waters
from the border down to the McKillops Bridge area.
My father's family were from East Gippsland; he
inculcated in me a great love of the Snowy River. In
my years of exploring the river, I got to know
pioneering families who used to trap dingoes and
graze cattle. Members of the Sykes family no longer
trap dingoes, but they are still grazing cattle.
The river is an important part of the lifestyle of the
people there and is especially important for tourism.
Over the years it has been disappointing to see the
Snowy River slow almost to a trickle in its upper
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reaches. The whole gamut of Australian wildlife brumbies, dingoes, platypuses and so on - can be
found in that area. It is a magnificent and relatively
untouched part of our country.

in his efforts to improve the flow of the Snowy
River; that will be achieved as part of the Snowy
Mountains Hydro-electric Authority's
corporatisation.

The central focus of the area is the river. Its flow has
slowed and the river is even becoming stagnant in
parts. It has lost much of its tourism value. The
scenery may still be beautiful, but the locals are
concerned about the state of the river. The
opportunity now presented for an increased river
flow must be grabbed. For the sake of the river and
its environmental values, and the downstream
ramifications of increased water flows, it is
important that the Snowy River is given this
opportunity to renew itself. It is a national icon,
especially in our literature.

The water stored in the Snowy Mountains scheme is
primarily for irrigation purposes, with electricity
generation as an important but nonetheless
secondary purpose. We want to store water for
irrigation and restore environmental flows in the
Snowy River. A subsidiary consideration is the
generation of electricity.

I was moved to speak on the bill after being
reminded of the beauty of the Snowy River at the
coalition Christmas dinner on Monday night, when
the honourable member for Shepparton regaled
everyone with 13 verses of The Man from Snowy
River. It would be a shame for that Australian icon
not to be renewed.
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - As we all know, the
Snowy Mountains scheme is a landmark engineering
feat known throughout the world. The prosperity of
much of inland Australia depends on irrigation.
Successive governments have prided themselves on
the construction of water storages including the
Hume Dam, the Eildon Weir and so on. There has
been significant development of prosperous areas in
the Murray and Goulburn valleys, Sunraysia and so
on, as a result of the amazing Snowy Mountains
engineering scheme which was truly a national
scheme involving the commonwealth and three state
governments. The authority has played a vital role
in preserving water and providing irrigation for
inland Australia.

Negotiations between the Victorian and New South
Wales governments are continuing and will be
concluded some time in the next 6 or 12 months. It is
absolutely vital for my constituents and those in
northern Victoria that we get it right and ensure that
water supplies are protected and that they are in no
way compromised by making electricity generation
more important than water supply.
I support the thrust of the bill. I fully support the
campaign of the honourable member for Gippsland
East in his efforts to restore river flows. I appreciate
the undertakings given by the Treasurer that
Victoria will not sign off on anything that in any
way compromises the prosperity of the people in
northern Victoria.
MI5 TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I speak on behalf of the
Treasurer, whose legislation this is. In doing so I
acknowledge the contribution of the honourable
member for Geelong North, who spoke on behalf of
the opposition in support of the legislation, as well
as the contributions of the honourable members for
Swan Hill, Benambra, Dromana, Gippsland East,
Shepparton and Rodney.

I advise the house that in the Murray and Goulburn
valleys water supply is worth about $500-million
worth of agricultural produce. One must then add
the tourism benefits estimated to be worth at least
$400 million. We could also add the worth of the
Sunraysia district, and so on.

The debate has been interesting. Although the
predominant purpose of the legislation is to enable
the commonwealth, Victorian and New South Wales
governments to corporatise a project that is an icon
in south-eastern Australia, the main point of the
contributions has been the recognition of the
importance of environmental flows to our river
system.

That adds enormous prosperity not only for that
part of Australia but also for Melbourne and
Sydney, and other places, that feed off it. The Snowy
River, which I know well, has lost much of the water
that traditionally flowed down it; it is a shame that
the Snowy River is now a shadow of its former self. I
support the honourable member for Gippsland East

When the Snowy Mountains scheme was legislated
for back in the 1940s, there was no reference in the
legislation - certainly not in the Victorian
legislation, and I suspect the same is true of the
interstate legislation - to environmental flows. That
is why we now have the problem. This shows the
huge change that has taken place in people's
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understanding and recognition of the vital need to
protect our natural assets, including our river
systems. As part of that, we need to ensure there are
appropriate environmental flows through our river
system.

Council's amendments:
1.

Clause 8, page 5, lines 30 and 31, omit "al} or part of a
controlled area or".

2.

Clause 9, afterline 31 insert'(1) For section 175(1)(i) of the Transport Act 1983

I was interested in the contributions on
environmental flows and the Snowy River. The
effect of the scheme on the Snowy is obvious to
anyone who has seen it. It was also interesting to
listen to the honourable member for Swan Hill talk
about the work he is doing on bulk water
entitlements, the highest priority of which is to
ensure adequate and appropriate flows in the
Murray and the Murrumbidgee - and, therefore,
through the whole of our water system.
It is a remarkable step after 40 years. We have
moved from a situation in which the legislation
setting up the Snowy Hydro scheme contained no
reference whatsoever to the wellbeing of the river to
a situation in which the three parliaments involved
now see the importance of environmental flows to
the health and wellbeing not only of the rivers but of
the catchments they service. That is a sound basis on
which we can go forward.

I am pleased that, once the issue was raised, the
Premier and the Treasurer immediately recognised
the importance of environmental flows. They have
stood firm against the pressure applied perhaps by
other states and from other quarters but certainly by
the commonwealth, which has been keen to get the
corporatisation scheme through. They said that no
agreement would be entered into and the legislation
would not be proclaimed until agreement had been
reached on environmental flows in the Snowy River.

Victoria has taken a leadership role. I commend the
Treasurer and the Premier on their support for that
important environmental issue. I commend the bill
to the house and wish it a speedy passage.

substitute "(i) that the tow truck must not be used to lift

and carry, or tow, a damaged motor
vehicle if any person is travelling as a
passenger in that motor vehicle unless -

Clause 14, line 27, omit "7" and insert "20".

5.

Clause 23, line 30, omit "(lA)" and insert "(lAA)".

Mr COOPER (Minister for Transport) - I move:
That the amendments be agreed to.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! I advise the house that the amendments need
to be carried by an absolute majority of the whole
house. As there are insufficient members in the
house, I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

LEGAL PRACTICE (AMENDMENT) BILL
Message from Council relating to amendments
considered.

Remaining stages

Message from Council relating to amendments
considered.

the vehicle can only be towed safely if a
person steers or controls the vehicle.".'.

4.

Read second time.

TRANSPORT ACfS (AMENDMENT)
BILL

(ii)

Clause 14, line 14, omit "7" and insert "10".

Clause 35, after line 27 insert'0

Passed remaining stages.

the vehicle is being towed and has a gross
vehicle mass of 4 tonnes or more; and

3.

1.

Motion agreed to.

(i)

2.

In section 31S(1)(d) of the Principal Act after
"authority" insert "or in the perfonnance of
duties under an appointment by the Governor
in Council".'.

Clause 35, line 28, after J/315(1)(e)" insert "of the
Principal Act".

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I am of the
opinion that the amendments require to be carried
by an absolute majority of the house.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
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That the amendments be agreed to.

The two amendments are of a technical nature. The
first amendment deals with practising certificates for
people who are employed by the Crown. It is not
intended that these people obtain practising
certificates. When the bill was drafted the position of
statutory office holders, such as the Director of
Public Prosecutions, Crown prosecutors and the
Solicitor-General were not taken into account. I was
then advised that they were employees of the
Crown, but upon receiving a second opinion I was
advised that there is some doubt as to whether they
are in the employ of the Crown. The government
wants to make it clear that it is not intended that
they must obtain practising certificates. The second
amendment is of a typographical nature.

Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - In the usual spirit of
cooperation, and because it is Christmas, the
opposition has no objection to these amendments.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! As an absolute majority is required, I ask the
Clerk to ring the bells.

Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 3 December; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! I advise the house that this bill requires to be
passed by an absolute majority.
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - The first key
objective of the bill is to provide protection for
injured workers and irrespective of fault on the part
of anybody, including the worker. The second is to
maintain premiums for compulsory insurance
schemes at levels which Victorian industry can
afford and which will facilitate its being
internationally competitive. The third is to preserve
the long-term viability of the scheme. The principal
reason for the third objective is that without that
neither of the two other objectives can be fulfilled.
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It is important to reflect on what is at risk here and
why these objectives are so important. The first is
amply demonstrated by the experience of many
overseas compensation schemes, particularly in New
Zealand, a number of provinces in Canada and
states in the United States of America where
unviable schemes have progressively seen both
premiums increase and benefits to workers and
other parties entitled to claim steadily contract.

The first thing that is at issue is the security of
benefits for injured workers. If the scheme does not
remain viable then injured workers face the risk that
at some time in the future their entitlements will
contract, certainly with respect to new injuries but,
on the experience of international schemes, perhaps
even in relation to injuries that have already
occurred.
The second thing at risk is jobs in Victoria. Among
other factors, the recent shake-out in Asia has
created a position in which there has been a sharp
improvement in the competitiveness of many Asian
economies compared to Australia, so if we are to
thrive in export markets, if our industries are to be
competitive in these markets, and, with the opening
of our economy, if our industries are to be
competitive on the domestic markets we need to
ensure our costs are compatible with international
best practice. If we are to attract investment in a
world which increasingly competes on an
international scale we need to ensure our cost
structures make it possible for employers to not only
employ Victorians but provide them with secure,
rewarding and fulfilling jobs. Jobs are at risk if we
allow the cost of workers compensation schemes to
blowout or become unviable. One need only
consider what happened in the days of Workcare
when the Labor Party argued that reducing
premium costs of workers compensations schemes
would have a direct benefit in providing 45 000 new
jobs.
The third thing at risk is the Victorian taxpayers,
because if a fund were to become unviable there
would always be the risk that in order to overcome
the disincentives the effect of that for taxpayers is
that they would have to foot the bill. The bill has
been represented as being about access to common
law, but careful analysis of the many speeches,
particularly arguments mounted in the media, show
the significant argument is about lump sum benefits.
It is important to note the that government's concern
about the incentive effects of lump sum benefits are
not unique to the coalition parties. Frequently in
debates about compulsory insurance schemes the
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ALP criticised lump sum payments inhibiting a
return to work and the danger that workers
themselves will squander the lump sum and be left
dependent on an inadequate general community
welfare safety net. Indeed, that is the argument
mounted by the honourable member for Springvale
with some force in successive debates in this
Parliament. It is not a concern unique to the
government. In fact, when the Labor Party had the
responsibility for the scheme it frequently mounted
that argument.

said in debate on the matter as recorded in Hansard
of 17 July 1985:

It is not hypothetical or theoretical, the Victorian
Workcover AuthOrity advised that 484 workers
received common-law settlements between
October 1995 and December 1996, 183 applied for
social security income support and 79 per cent were
being paid by the Department of Social Services as
recently as July 1997.

So not only did the Labor Party propose to abolish
common-law rights, it actually proposed to do so on
similar grounds to those which the government puts
in support of its claims. On 17 July 1985 Mr Jolly
described common-law rights as 'the cancer in the
system'. They are not the government's words; they
are the words of the Labor Party. In 1987 the Labor
government then in office proposed the total repeal
of common-law rights for motor vehicle accident
victims. It was only the opposition of the then
coalition opposition that led to the retention of a
scheme which is working.

Within two years less than half the workers who had
received lump sum payments were obviously not in
a position where the lump sum payments had
convinced them they could do without social
security benefits. Essentially, this has been an
argument about moral outrage. The nub of my
response today is directed at the posturing and the
hypocrisy we have seen on the other side of the
house-Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - I will come back to your
misuse of my statements. The Labor Party is
engaged in phoney outrage; it has actually been
longstanding ALP policy to restrict or even abolish
common-law rights under compulsory insurance
schemes. In 1985 the Labor Party commissioned the
Cooney inquiry. The Cooney inquiry included such
luminaries as the honourable member for
Sunshine - and although he is not here at the
moment he is a sitting member of the house. He just
does not happen to be with us; after all, it is after
lunch!
The recommendations of the Cooney inquiry, for
which the honourable member for Sunshine has
personally taken credit in public and in private,
were to abolish common-law rights. Indeed, the
original proposal of the Cain Labor government was
to abolish common-law rights. It was only after the
Trades Hall Council yanked the chain that is
perpetually around the necks of Labor members of
Parliament that the proposal was modified. It is
interesting to see what was put as the justification
for that. This is what Mr Jolly, the then Treasurer,

Initially there were some elements in the trade union
movement which were opposed to removing the right
of common-law action. However, the government was
able to convince the unions that, on a no-fault basis, it is
far better to have a weekly payment system for injured
workers. That is far more equitable because it ensures
that long-term injured worker receives adequate
protection over a long period.

Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - And I will come back to
that. In 1988 a federal Labor government moved to
repeal common-law rights under the Comcare
scheme. Both the honourable member for
Dandenong in this house and the Leader of the
Opposition in interjections and in argument outside
and to the media have blatantly lied about the
record of the Leader of the Opposition on that issue.
It has been repeatedly stated that the Leader of the
Opposition did not support the abolition of
common-law rights.
The SPEAKER - Order! I counsel the Treasurer
in relation to the use of the words 'blatantly lied'.
Admittedly, it is not here in the Parliament, which
would be unparliamentary, but moderation in
language should be accepted by all members.
Mr STOCKDALE - I accept your caution,
Mr Speaker. The honourable member for
Dandenong said this:
Let us get this right. We keep hearing that Mr Brumby
voted against government law but government
members forget to say that he did not vote against
common law for pain and suffering.

Now that is not correct. But it is understandable the
honourable member for Dandenong might

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENT) BILL

Thursday, 4 December 1997

ASSEMBLY

misunderstand the position if he has not been to
check the record because he is relying on what his
leader told him. This is what Brian Howe, the then
minister in charge of the bill, said immediately
before the vote to which the government is referring:
Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the new
legislation is that common-law actions against the
commonwealth will be replaced by the comprehensive
benefits which I have described. It is clear to this
government that the common-law negligence action
which bases its entitlement on proof of fault is a costly,
inefficient and inappropriate mechanism for
compensating injured workers. Delays in settling these
actions act as a positive disincentive for employees to
return to work and encourage them to maximise the
extent and duration of their injuries.

Brian Howe is not alone in having made statements
of that kind. One after another members of the ALP
have stood in this house and put exactly similar
arguments. Those are the same sorts of argument
among those advanced to support the bill. The
Leader of the Opposition voted with the then Labor
government on a division shortly after Brian Howe
made that statement. What was that division about?
That division was a motion on a motion by the
opposition parties in the House of Representatives to
retain common-law rights, and he voted to defeat
that resolution as it was defeated; and it was only
when the bill was amended in the Senate by the
minor parties that it came back for ratification in the
House of Representatives that he voted to preserve
the current prescriptions in the bill. It is simply not
true, as he has repeatedly claimed, that he did not
vote to repeal common-law rights. That was the
Labor government's position. The opposition moved
against it; the honourable member voted to support
the government's position against the retention of
common-law rights and he only subsequently
supported the bill after amendment in the Senate.
The division on which he voted with the
government was precisely on the issue that he
stands here in mock outrage and inflames passions
at rallies in the streets, pretending that he has a vast
moral objection, some principled position in
common law. Where were his principles in 1988? If
he cannot be consistent on this issue he simply is not
credible in posturing with the irate phoney
compassion and arguments he mounts today.
Indeed, the then Labor government still succeeded
because I am advised that today, nearly 10 years
later, only 25 common-law claims have been made
under Comcare since those amendments, so
effectively the Labor government did repeal
common-law rights. It has been suggested by the
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honourable member for Williamstown and others
that I have said - Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - You just wait, I will get to
you. The honourable member for Williamstown has
quoted comments I made in 1987 about
common-law rights. He has correctly read from
Hansard what I said, but he has misrepresented those
comments. They were not made in relation to
workers compensation; they were made - Mr Bracks - It doesn't matter!
Mr STOCKDALE -It does matter because we
are not acting to change common-law rights under
the transport accident scheme, and the honourable
member for Williamstown is blatantly
misrepresenting the position of the coalition parties.
I have to concede I have been persuaded by the
empirical evidence provided by Labor lawyers and
unions that it is simply not viable in Victoria's
workers compensation scheme to continue
extremely generous no-fault benefits - indeed, the
most generous in Australia - and at the same time
to provide common law.
Moreover, what is the point of this attack? It is an
attempt to create a diversion away from the fact that
the record of the Leader of the Opposition in 1988
shows that he is not serious about the stand he is
making now. It has been argued that the bill raises
anomalies involving drivers. Firstly, these are not
anomalies; they arise from the fact that we have
differing schemes of compulsory insurance covering
different classes of beneficiaries. Moreover, they do
not arise from this bill; they arise from the fact that
as a policy decision in 1993 the government ensured
that other than in the course of employment people
injured in motor accidents would be reliant on the
TAC and not on workers compensation.
Numerous false claims have been made - indeed,
in a concerted fashion - by the Leader of the
Opposition and Labor speakers in this house. They
have systematically misrepresented the levels of
benefits available to claimants; they have
systematically misrepresented comparisons with
New South Wales where workers have to elect
between common law and statutory benefits. Here a
level of protection is being provided to injured
workers in Victoria irrespective of who caused the
injury, or whether it was their own contributory
fault, which is the most generous in Australia. This
set of reforms will make the scheme viable and
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protect the security of the benefits of injured
workers. The Labor Party does this community no
credit at all when, having several times proposed
abolition of common-law rights, it postures a false
concern about retaining those rights when the
government moves to do what the opposition, then
in government, did in 1985, 1987 and 1988.
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Davies, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
GilIett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr

Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.

The SPEAKER - Order! As there are fewer than
45 members in the chamber, I ask the Clerk to ring
the bells.

Committed.

Committee
Bells rung.
Clause 1
Members having assembled in chamber:
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 52
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms (Teller)
Clark,Mr
Coieman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
DoyJe,Mr
EJder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Honeywood, Mr
jasper,Mr
jenkins, Mr
john,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Lean,Mr
Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLelIan, Mr

Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
PJowman, Mr AF.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R. (Teller)
Smith, Mr LW.
Spry, Mr (Teller)
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes,26
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cunningham, Mr

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls,Mr
Kosky, Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr

Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - The opposition
will oppose clause 1 because it effectively removes

common-law rights for Victorian workers. Common
law is a fundamental right dating back to the Magna
Carta. Many members of this house have used
common law. The Premier has used common law for
his hurt feelings, but he will not let injured workers
use it.
We also know the honourable members for
Narracan and Eltham, the Minister for Education
and the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management have all used the privileges available
under common law to sue for negligence. The
hypocrisy of those members in opposing
common-law rights for injured workers is
astounding.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! I ask the honourable
member for Williamstown to move amendment 1
standing in his name.
Mr BRACKS - I move:
1.

Clause I, page 2, lines 4 and 5, omit paragraph (b).

As the Treasurer knows, common law has played a
crucial role in preventing workplace accidents
because the threat of being sued helps deter
employers from running unsafe workplaces. An
employer knows that if he is successfully sued for
negligence for having an unsafe workplace, his
premiums will go up. That is an incentive to ensure
workplaces are safe.
It is also important that compensation schemes are
consistent. In his second-reading speech on the
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill
in November last year the minister reinforced that
point. In proposing to remove psychological
impairment as a basis for compensation, the
government referred to the need to ensure
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consistency between the Transport Accident Act and
the Accident Compensation Act. However, in his
summing up of the second-reading debate the
Treasurer said consistency is now irrelevant because
the government had always intended to have a
different TAC common-law scheme. That is not true
if one looks at the second-reading speech - Mr Stockdale interjected.

Mr BRACKS - You implied that in your speech.
We know from the sorts of comments the Treasurer
has made in private that he would prefer the
Workcover Authority to be competent to deal with
common-law claims. The bill would not have been
introduced if the Workcover Authority was as
competent as the TAC. That is why anomalies will
arise: if a member of the public and a worker in the
workplace suffer the same injury, one will be able to
sue and the other will not.
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schemes were consistent. Now he is singing a
different tune! Under this rotten legislation small
business people, farmers, owner-drivers and
paperboys and papergirls will suffer. Even bank
robbers will be treated differently from police
officers - a injured bank robber will be able to sue
but an injured police officer will not.
In his summing up the Treasurer claimed some
comments of his had been taken out of context. He
said the quote from Hansard was accurate but that he
had been referring to the TAC. Anyone who reads
the Treasurer's comments will see that they are
relevant. Although he was debating the TAC
legislation, he was referring to common-law rights
in general. I remind the Treasurer of exactly what he
said on common law:
The Liberal Party so long as it has the capacity to do so
will not allow the destruction of important and
traditional common-law rights.

I will quote a couple of examples. A 12-year-old

paperboy or girl who while delivering papers is hit
by a drunk driver will never be able to exercise his
or her common-law rights to sue. Yet the drunk
driver will be able to sue. The drunk driver will
retain his existing rights and benefits, but the
paperboy or girl will lose the common-law right to
sue the driver. That is what government members
are supporting.
A farmer who develops cancer after using a
pesticide a chemical company has supplied knowing
it to have the potential to cause cancer will be barred
from suing that company for negligence. That is the
import of the legislation: a worker will not have the
same rights as a citizen. A small business person
who is hit by a car running a red light while
delivering goods or on the way to deliver a quote
and who becomes a paraplegic as a result will be
barred from bringing an action against the driver of
the car.
As we have heard, if the Premier is going home or
going to a private function and is involved in an
accident, his driver will not be able to sue under
common law because he is an employee - but the
Premier will be able to sue under the Transport
Accident Act. Any volunteer firefighter who is
injured while fighting fires this summer will be able
to sue under common law, but a paid firefighter
who suffers the same injury will not be able to sue
under common law.

He could not have been less equivocal. We know
that in his heart the Treasurer does not support the
legislation. We know he would prefer that
Workcover was able to efficiently manage its
common-law claims. That is why he is not pursuing
the same course with the TAC: he know it runs well.
Nevertheless, he has been prepared to let an
inefficient Workcover Authority mismanage its
common-law claims by not settling early, building
up huge administration costs in the process.
The minister responsible for Workcover, Roger
Hallam, has been totally incompetent in dealing
with the issue. He has let the Workcover Authority
get out of control, and he has chosen the worst
option to deal with the problem. He has gone for the
last resort, first. He has not been prepared to cut a
swathe through the authority and insist that it
manage its common-law claims properly. He has
attacked the problem, firstly, by putting up
premiums; secondly, by restricting access to
common law to everyone under the 10 per cent test;
and thirdly, by knocking off common-law rights.
Line 13 of clause 2 says - The CHAIRMAN - Order! The honourable
member will contain his remarks to clause 1.
Mr BRACKS - The opposition wishes to remove
clause 1(b), which refers to abolishing

... certain rights of action at common law.
In November last year the Treasurer said we needed
to ensure the TAC and Workcover compensation
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The opposition seeks support from those members
of the Liberal Party who have previously supported
the retention of common-law rights. They have a
chance to do so by voting with the opposition.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Yet again, as he
did in the second-reading debate, the honourable
member has misrepresented the cost comparisons.
He claimed just now that there had been a blow-out
in administrative costs under the scheme, and in the
second-reading debate he gave specifics to explain
what he meant when he said that in the last financial
year the administrative costs of Workcover were
$100.5 million, an increase of 36 per cent and double
the increase for TAC. That was a grossly misleading
comment.
The 1996-97 figure for the authority's administrative
costs of $105.5 million includes for the first time the
staff and operating costs of administering the Health
and Safety Authority, which had been merged with
the Victorian Workcover Authority during the year.
The 1995-96 figure of $74 million with which he
makes the comparison did not include the costs of
the administration of the occupational health
scheme. Following the merger of the two agencies,
the Victorian Workcover Authority has been able to
rationalise and restrict its administrative costs, as a
result of which they increased by less than the
movement in the CPI for those two years.
Furthermore, the honourable member for
Williamstown said in his contribution to the
second-reading debate, and he has just alluded to
the same matter again, that the cost of processing
TAC claims was $751 million, an increase of 10 per
cent, and for Workcover the cost was $1435 million,
an increase of 35 per cent. He argues that it is a
justification for clamping down on Workcover
because the cost of administering claims has blown
out. The honourable member displays a gross
ignorance of the subject because the figures he
quotes are not the administrative costs of the
authority; they are actually the cost of claims
payment, and he is comparing the claims payment
cost, not the cost of administration. That is not just a
debating point: it convincingly destroys his own
argument and substantially reinforces the
government's argument because his complaint is
incorrect. There has not been a massive increase in
administrative costs, apart from the fact that the
occupational health system has been merged into the
workers compensation scheme. On the contrary, the
fact that there has been a 35 per cent increase in
claims cost between the two years is one of the main
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reasons for the government having to take the action
it has implemented in this bill.
The honourable member draws attention to a
blow-out in claims cost, and a significant portion of
that has to do with long-term claims at common law.
If those claims were allowed to continue the scheme
would go back into the black. On the other hand, the
government will introduce a scheme that has tighter
controls but still provides generous benefits for
workers. The actuaries have reported in information
available to the honourable member that the
expected claims cost is very close to the expected
claims cost if the common-law situation were to
continue. In other words it represents a redirection
of claims cost from common law into more generous
statutory benefits, with significant savings to the
scheme in terms of administrative, legal and medical
costs.
The opposition has also claimed that there will be a
savage reduction in the number of claimants at the
top of the scale. Firstly, it is expected by Workcover
tha t there will in fact be 30 claims - not the 4 to 5
that the opposition posited - that actually fall
within the upper levels of the scheme. Secondly, the
figures show that more than 80 per cent of claimants
receive benefits that are substantially below the
maximum benefits provided in the bill. It is simply
not true that in the past the normal level of
combined common-law and statutory benefit claims
has been significantly higher than the proposed
benefits provided under this scheme.
The honourable member also raised in the context of
administrative costs an allegation that Workcover
had outsourced its information technology systems
and has subsequently re-employed more than 40
staff to duplicate the outsourced activity. That is
untrue. In 1993,48 staff were outsourced and 22 staff
received voluntary departure packages; 29 staff were
retained in accordance with the outsourcing
arrangement for in-house functions. That position
has remained unchanged.
Far from demonstrating the force of the criticisms
the Labor Party makes of these reforms, the facts
inaccurately relied upon by the honourable member
for Williamstown not only debunk his own
arguments about a blow-out of administrative costs,
but his reliance on the increase in claims costpayments made to workers - is the justification for
the government's concern about the viability of the
scheme were it to continue without amendment.
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I respectfully adopt the honourable member's facts.
They are not conducive of the conclusion he claims
they lead to; they actually support the government's
case, and I thank him for drawing my attention to
them.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I support the
amendment moved by the honourable member for
Williamstown. What honourable members are
seeing here is a harsh, unfair and cruel attack on
injured workers. That is what this bill is about.
Anyone who has anything to do with injured
workers would know that even under the current
regime - and I use the word 'regime' advisedly injured workers are not doing well.
If you talk to any injured worker you will see the
passion, the trauma and the sadness associated with
it. We are not just talking about Workcover here; we
are talking about work. Under this cruel, insensitive,
right-wing government the whole definition of work
has been changed. Not only is the government
happy to change the definition of work to make
work more insecure, to talk only in terms of
productivity and efficiency, which means sacking
people, but it has got to the stage where 'reform' has
become a dirty word to be included with any of the
other dirty four-letter words around. The
government has destroyed the word 'reform'. This
new piece of legislation is about taking away the
rights of injured workers and their human dignity as
citizens of this state, because it is an attack on
human dignity. If honourable members know any
injured workers, get them to tell you what their
experience is when they apply for another job. The
first question asked is, 'Have you been on
Workcover?' - 'Sorry, don't want you' - that is the
response!

We members are talking about real people. I feel sick
in the heart when I hear members opposite get up
and talk about this bill in nothing but dollar terms. It
is about much more than dollar terms. It is an utter
disgrace for real people with real injuries and real
families who are real citizens of Victoria to be
treated as numbers on a tree in a bank statement by
a Treasurer who does not understand what is going
on in people's lives.
Mr Andrighetto - Rubbish!
Mr HAMILTON - Rubbish? Try it some timetalk to some injured workers. Don't stand there and
tell me that's rubbish, because it is about the saddest
thing you can ever see. It is disgraceful to take that
attitude.
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What has happened in the past four or five years is
that work itself has been downgraded to something
lacking dignity, where thousands of workers who
had secure jobs have been contracted out so they
have no security. What is even worse is that now,
because of the harsh penalties and the way in which
the previous legislation, let alone the bill we are
talking about today, has been administered, injured
workers are too afraid to admit that they have had a
work injury because they know they will lose their
jobs. Over the years I have had in my office dozens
of workers who have said, 'I'm on Workcover and
my boss has sacked me'. It is bad enough being
injured; it is bad enough suffering harsh penalties,
but then to be sacked into the bargain is about as
low as you can possibly go.
TIlls bill and the other piece of legislation introduced
by this government are destroying the dignity and
the social fabric of this state. If government members
do not feel sorry about it, I do. The sad part about it,
the bit that makes me really angry, is that all
honourable members knew it was going to happen.
The Des Moores of this world, the Tasman Institute
and the other right-wing think-tanks told us about
this back in 1985. The Treasurer went across to
Maggie Thatcher's Britain to see how to do it. They
told him the only good worker is one who is in fear
of losing his job. Now the only good worker is one
who is not only in fear of losing his job but is afraid
to get injured. We saw it coming and we stood back
because we did not believe anybody could do it. By
hell, it has been done, to the utter disgrace of the
people of this state.
Mr Paterson interjected.

Mr HAMILTON - You can always tell when the
government is in trouble. Whenever it is about to
commit an act of absolute bastardry, it says
something like, 'You were going to do it and you
couldn't get it through. You do it all the time'. That
is no excuse. H something is wrong, it is wrong
regardless of who tried or did not try to do it. The
government sinks about as low as it can get when it
says, 'It's all right for us to be rotten or cruel, but
you would have done it had you been able to get
away with it'. Talk about hypocrisy! How many
times did we hear the Treasurer's hypocrisy when in
opposition: but he changed his mind once he got
into government!
I can think of nothing lower than what the
government is about to do to injured workers in this
state: to take away their rights and make them
second-class citizens. It is obscene and completely
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unacceptable! Why should people in employment that is, those who are lucky enough to have jobs be classed as second-class citizens and not be given
the same rights as any other citizen in Victoria? The
bill is discrimination of the worst kind because it
discriminates against the most vulnerable and
powerless people in our community.
Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - I support clause 1. If I
asked honourable members who had been affected
or been in a position to know what it is like to be
affected by workplace injuries to put up their hands,
very few could respond. But I can put up my hand!
We hear the rhetoric about how we all know how it
feels; the honourable member for Williamstown, the
Leader of the Opposition and everybody else has
told us they know how it feels. Do they really know
how it feels?
As late as today the honourable member for
Williamstown talked about the supposed hypocrisy
of some government members because they have
had serious workplace accidents and are now
supporting legislation that removes common-law
rights. Do they ever think of people like me who can
stand here today and talk about the reason the
government is removing common-law rights? I have
been in the position to know what it is like to be
seriously injured. I have been in the position to
know what it is like to have the uncertainty of where
your next dollar will come from; my wife and my
family have also been in that position.
lhrough this bill the government is trying to create a
better scheme. I do not apologise for it. If you go to
work in good faith and you lose - in my case, an
eye - your arm or leg, at the end of the day the
injured person is what is important. Whether it be
your fault because you did something in good faith
while working for the boss, or whether it was the
boss's fault that for some unknown reason you had a
workplace accident, or whether it was a workmate
who pushed a button while you had your hand in
the machine - at the end of the day it does not
matter whose fault it is. You will have lost your arm,
leg or some body part that you will never be able to
regain. The crux of the legislation is that the injured
person is certainly and fairly compensated; that is
what matters to the worker.
We hear the rhetoric and Wltruths from the
opposition - and I will not use the unparliamentary
'lies' I heard used by the Leader of the Opposition
during question time on Tuesday after it was
suggested to him that in 1988 as a member of the
federal government he supported the removal of
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common-law rights for injured commonwealth
employees. He screamed across the table at the
Premier, 'Liar,liar liar'. Is that the sort of example
the Leader of the Opposition is setting when he goes
outside the chamber and talks to injured workers?
He should be saying to the workers, 'You are
protected but we will fight to increase the
compensation to $100 000. They are not paying you
enough'.
The lies and untruths told in the past few weeks
makes me ashamed of being a member of
Parliament. I heard what was said outside on the
steps on Wednesday, and I have heard it repeatedly
and consistently. The honourable member for Yan
Yean talked about the Premier walking through
Albert Park, escorted by a policeman. He said if the
policeman were injured, he could not sue for
common-law rights but that the Premier could take
common-law action because he may have been
defamed by a protester in the park. But the
honourable member failed to say that the Premier, if
injured, cannot access common-law rights but that
the policeman could take action if he was defamed.
The opposition's claims are nonsense.
I tell injured workers that they will be protected
from a no-fault scheme if injured. I say, 'Yes, argue
with me that the loss of a leg is dramatic but do not
argue with me that you will not be compensated for
the loss of that leg. If you cannot work, you will be
looked after until such time as you can return to the
workplace and/ or retire'.
The opposition gave the example of a bricklayer
who was seriously injured; if he lost both arms he
could not be a bricklayer any longer. That person
would be compensated by a figure that includes a
component for pain and suffering. I would say to
him, 'Don't worry yourself, your wife or your
children that you will not be compensated for the
loss of both arms'. If he were 20 years of age - as I
was when I lost my eye, 25 years ago - his worry
about where that next dollar was coming from - Mr Bracks interjected.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The honourable
member for Williamstown used an unparliamentary
term. This is a very sensitive and emotional debate.
The Chair will attempt to allow people to express
their sentiments but will not tolerate an
unparliamentary expression. I ask the honourable
member for Williamstown to withdraw.
Mr Bracks - I withdraw.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENT) BILL

Thursday, 4 December 1997

ASSEMBLY

Mr PHILLIPS - I accept his apologies; he was a
nice guy until this debate.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The honourable
member for Eltham will do himself a favour if he
concentrates on the substance of debate and not
attack the opposition.
Mr PHILLIPS -It is very hard, Mr Chairman.
That bricklayer may be 20 years of age. Under
today's workplace accident regime he would be
compensated with a payout figure. He would go to
court to try to sue for negligence but first he has to
prove negligence to the court.
Last year, about 36 000 people were injured in
workplace accidents, but less than 3 per cent had the
opportunity of taking common-law action. Now,
under these provisiOns that bricklayer will be
compensated for the loss of both arms and be paid a
component for his pain and suffering. If he cannot
return to his job - and, as I said earlier, the loss of
both arms would prevent him ever working again as
a bricklayer - he will get 75 per cent of his average
weekly earnings up to a threshold of $850 a week,
with CPI adjustments, until such time as he retires.
The opposition should multiply that over, say,
45 years! He will be substantially better off. His
family will know he will get at least 75 per cent of
his pre-injury wage for the remainder of his life and not some hit-and-miss figure after he goes
through the court process.
Ms Gillett interjected.

Mr PHILLIPS - The honourable member says
'rubbish'. My name is Wayne Phillips and I stand by
that statement: in the event that that person cannot
work again, he will be compensated to the tune of
75 per cent of his average pre-injury weekly earnings
until he can retire or find a job.
My understanding of common-law payouts is that
60 per cent of people have received $200 000 or less
and 30 per cent of people have received $100 000 or
less. Based on his receiving 75 per cent of his weekly
earnings of $600 or more for the next 40 or 45 years,
indexed to the CPI, together with a lump sum
payout of about $250 000, if that 20-year-old
bricklayer would not end up with something over a
million dollars, 111 go he. Today he would receive an
average payout of the order of $200 000 to $300 000.

Honourable members interjecting.
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The CHAIRMAN - Order! I ask the honourable
member for Werribee in particular to refrain from
interjecting across the chamber. If she wishes to
refute the arguments the honourable member is
putting I will give her the opportunity at the
appropriate time. The same applies to the
honourable member for Essendon. I understand the
sensitivity of the issue, but we should try to conduct
the debate with some order.

Mr PHILLIPS - For those honourable members
who do not know - some may think I do not realise
what it is like - I point out I was 20 years of age
when I lost my eye. I am a butcher by trade, but at
the time I was driving a semitrailer for a living. My
wife was pregnant with our first child. I lost my eye
changing a tyre in the morning; she had the baby
late at night. I was in one hospital, she was in
another. It was six weeks before I saw my wife and
baby! No-one on the other side should ever try to tell
me I do not understand what injured workers and
their families go through. I have had to pull myself
out of the doldrums, so I know exactly what it is like!
I will support a scheme that ensures that when they
are tragically injured the last thing people have to
worry about is where their next dollar will come
from. Being tragically injured at work is bad enough
without people having to worry while recovering in
hospital whether they will get paid and what they
will do for a job. A bricklayer or a concreter should
not have to lie there worrying where the next dollar
is coming from after losing an arm or a leg. I refer to
some of the benefits in the legislation that the
opposition has failed to acknowledge. It has failed to
acknowledge that death benefits will be increased
from $150 000 to $300 000. Recently a worker was
tragically killed in Broadmeadows. Ask his
dependants whether they would prefer $150 000 or
5300000.
Some people who have received lump sum payouts,
which in some cases have been enormous, have had
difficulty coming to grips with how best to invest
them. A family whose breadwinner is tragically
killed at work will now receive a lump sum payout
of $175000 rather than the whole $300 000 because
we know there are circumstances in which the
money can be used up quickly. That family will now
receive the balance of $125 000 in monthly
instalments over two years.
Under the present arrangements, if I were tragically
killed at work my wife would get a lump sum
payout. The first thing she would do - please
excuse me, because I know her well - would be to
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say, 'I'm going to take a trip around the world
because that bastard gave me nothing'. She would
probably then payoff the house and buy some
luxuries. The children would probably say, 'Mum,
can you give me $20 000 or $30 OOO?'. She would
most likely wake up one morning six months later to
discover she had nothing in the bank after paying off
the house and travelling around the world. What
would she do for income? The government has
acknowledged that dilemma by saying to the
families of workers who have been tragically killed
at work, 'We will give a lump sum and the balance
of $125 000 in monthly payments spread over two
years'.
Has the opposition talked about the 40 conditions,
including HIV / AIDS, for which under the current
system you would get anything but for which you
will now be compensated? An emergency services
worker who in the course of his or her work pricks a
finger and contracts mv / AIDS will now be
compensated. Someone who contracts a heart or
liver disease because of his or her work can now be
compensated. Have members of the opposition
mentioned any of those things out in the workplace?
Have they told the people they supposedly
represent the real facts about Workcover? By all
means let's argue whether the loss of an eye, a leg, or
an arm should be worth more, but let's not argue
that you will not be fairly compensated and properly
looked after!
Have members of the opposition told the average
worker that for individual employers the penalty for
negligence has been increased fivefold, from $10 000
to $50 OOO? I know they cannot understand the
reality of it, but if they had ever run small businesses
and employed staff, they would know that an
employer would never allow himself to have an
unsafe workplace if he could be sued for $50 000 if
proved guilty of negligence. If an employer were
stupid enough - I accept a small minority of
employers out there are stupid - to put himself in
that position once, would he do it twice? The
suggestion that the boss will now take the guard off
the machine is absolute nonsense.
All we ask is that the opposition tell the truth. For
the Leader of the Opposition to say to the workers
he supposedly represents that he opposes the
abolition of common-law rights is hypocrisy to the
nth degree. It is disgraceful. I would accept the
Leader of the Opposition - the jellyback from
Broadmeadows - saying, 'In 1988 I thought it was
appropriate to support the abolition of common-law
rights, but in 1997 I have changed my mind'.
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I would not have a problem with his standing up
and saying, as a matter of principle, 'I have changed
my mind. I made a mistake'. Has he once done that?
No, he has not. All he has done is the sort of thing he
did on Tuesday, when he screamed across the table
at the Deputy Premier and the Premier,'You are a
liar, you are a liar, you are a liar!'. I find that very
sad.
I also find it sad that the honourable member for
Morwell says to people like me, 'You don't know
what it is like'. He should take note of what those of
us who have been in that position have been trying
to say to him and to workers. We are trying to
produce an affordable scheme. If overheads are too
high, the first thing that happens is that the boss
puts off the workers. The first ones to suffer are
those in the workplace.
We acknowledge there are difficulties with the
scheme, but we are increasing charges and trying to
cut overheads to an absolute minimum. Rather than
accuse Workcover officers of fiddling the books,
which I have heard said during the debate, why not
work with the scheme? That is what an opposition is
supposed to do. It should be asking, 'How can we
increase the payment for the loss of a leg from
$100 000 to $200 000 or $300 OOO?', instead of talking
about how people will not be protected.
That is the sad part about all this. Opposition
members are a disgrace. I hope people out there
understand the lies they have been telling about
something that affects most people at some time
during their lives, both emotional and physically. It
is sad that people who have never been in that
position are trying to tell those who are and have
been what is good for them. It is obvious that when
the leader of a group is not honest there will be
nothing but dishonesty all along the line. It starts
from the top. All I ask today is for the opposition to
show some fairness and honesty.
I tell my constituents in Eltham that I support the
legislation, and I give my reasons. They include the
fact that, rather than a worker suffering the tragedy
of being seriously injured and then being concerned
with how to pay the rent or buy food, this scheme
ensures that he or she will at least be fairly
compensated. That is the bottom line. That is all the
government is trying to do. At the end of the day,
unlike when the Labor Party was in government and
the scheme had a $2000 million runout, the current
workers compensation scheme is affordable and can
be justified. It is not only about the people who
suffer accidents. Employers will suffer if changes are
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not made because they will not be able to afford to
employ people and will have to put workers out of
jobs.

aspect is an important component of the system. The
system does not deliver a level of benefits that is
adequate to fully support injured workers.

Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - That was a very
emotional contribution by the honourable member
for Eltham, so I am sorry that it was misguided. It is
rather sad that he confuses his own position with the
plight of injured workers. We can all tell stories. I
can show honourable members my crushed finger
and talk about my bad back and how I worked for
20 years with asbestos so that I am now a candidate
for mesothelioma.

Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - I take this
opportunity to make a brief contribution to the
debate. Much of the debate in the community has at
best been ill-informed and at worst mischievous. I
suggest the mischievous aspect is fed by the trade
unions and the opposition. One motivation for
objecting to the proposal is the pecuniary interest of
the lawyers who specialise in Workcover and who
are concerned about how it will affect their hip
pocket nerve. I ask the public to listen to the
arguments put by the honourable member for
Eltham and by the Treasurer in his erudite
contribution this afternoon on the points made by
the Minister for Finance. They should consider
whether injured workers will be better off under this
proposal.

Hundreds of thousands of people think there are
problems with the proposed legislation. I think it is
offensive to ridicule the opposition, the trade unions
and workers and say they do not know what they
are talking about. They are the people who must
face problems on a daily basis and they know what
they are talking about. It is very wrong to come out
with an angry tirade to back up the assertion that
those people do not know what they are talking
about.
In a perfect world we would not need common law.
In a perfect world there would be no injuries or there
would be a national compensation scheme so that
we would not have to worry about common law.
Unfortunately, two deaths occur every week in the
workplace and more than 3000 people suffer serious
injuries. That number is increasing all the time, so
workers are concerned about the long-term viability
of the scheme. Every year a new set of requirements
affect the living standards of workers. It is untrue to
suggest that that is not correct.

The Treasurer pointed out that the honourable
member for Niddrie and I have come out in
opposition to this in the past. I make no apology for
doing that. We were talking about a ncrfault scheme
with benefits so that injured workers would not be
kicked off the system after 13 weeks, which is what
will happen under this scheme. The majority of
workers fall into the category where they do not
qualify as having suffered very serious injuries.
However, they are injured and cannot work and so
are left to the mercy of the system. They then have to
go through a whole regime of medical examinations
and harassment by the system, following which they
are eventually pushed out.
We now have a system where the administration
costs have blown out so that benefits are being
restricted. I support the amendment moved by the
shadow Treasurer on the basis that the common-law

I passionately believe that workers will be better off
under the proposed legislation. I believe we have
struck the right balance between maintaining
competitive premiums on the one hand and justice
for injured workers on the other. We need to remind
ourselves that the Cain Labor government
introduced Workcare with a lot of fanfare but that
that system encouraged dishonesty and rorting so
that costs blew out and made it uncompetitive.
When the government came to power it inherited
unfunded liabilities of $2000 million. I believe a
brilliant job has been done to make the workplace
safer. For example, look at what is happening on
farms. They are very much safer than they were
because of the initiatives of the Victorian Workcover
Authority.
Emphasis has been placed on workplace safety and
on reducing injuries and getting workers back to
work because it is the best thing for them - not for
financial reasons. The common-law system
motivates people to stay away from the workplace
longer than necessary. It is better to get people back
doing something for their own wellbeing.
A lot has been said about common law. The
commonwealth and South Australian governments
abolished common-law rights. I shall refer to what
John Cain said about the former Workcare system.
He said that when injured workers were given a
lump sum for their injuries it was a disaster because
some bought milk bars, some paid off their houses,
some went on overseas trips and some pissed it up
against the wall and then went onto social services.
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They are not my words but the words of the former
Premier who introduced Workcare common-law
rights. At the very best it is a lottery that depends on
establishing the negligence of the employer. It also
depends on having a very skilful lawyer.
Only 3 of every 100 injured workers go down the
track of common law, and of those only 1 in 10 gets
any benefit that could be described as generous.
One-third get less than $100 000 and two-thirds less
than $200 000 - and the important point is that after
that time there are no further benefits at all.
In conclusion, the government has introduced an

excellent scheme. There is no change whatsoever to
benefits payable prior to 12 November. Injured
workers will still have their common-law rights for
three years; after that date they will receive
increased benefits. The new system is more
equitable. It makes it easier for injured workers to
return to work, and there are significantly increased
penalties for negligent employers. I support the
proposed legislation. I commend the minister for
creating a fine balance between the rights of injured
workers and the rights of employers. Let us not
forget that if premiums go through the roof there
will be less investment and fewer jobs, and workers
will suffer yet again. I am concerned about injured
workers. I am also concerned about the cost to
employers because of the effect it will have on jobs.
This scheme strikes the right balance. I am keen to
support the legislation and to see it pass this evening.

Thursday, 4 December 1997

impairment payment will be nil. For a severe back
injury the payment is currently $19 SOD; the new will
be nil. For a severe crush injury to a left arm the
payment is currently $72 000; the new, $45 000 and I could go on. The accident compensation
legislation has been rejected overwhelmingly by
80 per cent of Victorians. They do not want it; they
are clearly saying to the government, 'Remove it'.
The voice of the people was heard clearly out on the
front on the steps of Parliament House during four
of the rallies I attended. More than 200 000 Victorian
workers from metropolitan Melbourne and regional
Victoria attended. Afterwards one of the workers at
the rally joined me for a cup of coffee. His name is
Bob and he is currently employed in a meatworks.
Bob had a lot to say about the Premier and a lot
more to say about his government. I found
particularly interesting Bob's perspective on the
psychology of the Premier and why he introduced
the legislation. Bob described the Premier as a public
school kid with a real hang-up. I will not use the
exact word Bob used because I will be pulled up by
the Chairman. He said the Premier probably
got the - I will replace the word he used - tripe
punched out of him so now he has decided to kick
the tripe out of all the workers in the state. The
Premier continually threatens people knowing he
has his minders around him; his lackeys come into
the Parliament and sit at the table so he does not
have to present this appalling piece of legislation.
Mr Lupton - Where is your leader?

Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - By removing

common-law access the Kennett government's
Workcover message to injured workers is that their
families are better off with them dead. The Kennett
government's Workcover legislation is its answer to
euthanasia legislation. In many cases families will be
better off if injured family members are dead rather
than alive. The Accident Compensation
(Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill is anti-worker,
anti-family and is not based on justice. You have
only to look at the Workcover advertisements in the
newspapers or at the table of maims to understand
what I am talking about. Under this bill if a
permanently impaired worker dies the maximum
payment will increase from $161000 to $300 000almost double, the Workcover AuthOrity says. But
the advertisements do not tell us how the table of
maims has changed and how injured workers'
payments will decrease.
Many examples of decreased payments appear in
the comparative table. For a serious right arm injury
a worker currently receives $37000; the new

Ms CAMPBELL - Bob was very keen for the
Premier to visit his meatworks because, minders or
not, they would soon put the Premier straight on
what injured workers' rights should be. Injured
workers will not get a fair and equitable deal under
this bill because common-law rights have been
removed. I have had a number of people visit my
office, as, I am sure, have many government
members, but they are not prepared to acknowledge
what was really said to them.
Emest Johnson had worked continuously for 40-odd
years. He was working as an upholsterer in a local
furniture manufacturing business. A ladder slipped
and Emest fell. He now has serious injuries and
intends to sue using common law. That is the next
step in the process. His solicitor told me clearly that
Emest would not be eligible to use Workcover under
the proposed legislation. The message that Ernest
and another constituent, Mario, passed on to me was
that after serious injuries their lives have changed.
Now they are taken up with medical appointments
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and trying to make ends meet. Their families are sick
of them complaining about their injuries. Friends
have dropped away because family members and
workmates like to socialise but Ernest and Mario are
prohibited from doing so because of their injuries.
That is why the opposition is totally opposed to the
legislation. That is why workers who rallied outside
Parliament House and who have answered many
opinion polls state they do not want it. They want
common law retained and they want to ensure their
families have a future - with them alive. They
should not have to die before their families are given
adequate compensation. That is what the Premier
and his government have introduced into
Parliament: a bill rejected by the opposition and by
the overwhelming majority of people.
I received a nice letter from a Margaret Cannon who
lives in Pascoe Vale. No member of her family or her
friendship network is injured; however, she has read
all about common law. Margaret asked me to work
with all of my power to stop this legislation.
The opposition opposes the removal of common
law, and so should all members of the government if
they have listened to their constituents and are
concerned about workers in this state, but they are
not! That is why they will be voting for the bill and
why the opposition will be vigorously opposing it.
Mr DIXON (Dromana) - I also support clause l.
When my constituents have contacted me about the
legislation they have been concerned, but when I
have explained to them that the legislation is about
supporting injured workers and giving them more
and penalising employers who do the wrong thing
and have unsafe work practices and workplaces,
they have said it is fair. Many people have been
under the misunderstanding, due to the rhetoric and
the scaremongering of the opposition, that all
entitlements will be lost, all the money is gone, and
they will receive no payments and will be left alone
until the day they die.
That is not the case. When that is pointed out to
them people see the reasonableness of the system.
People wonder why they are scared. They say to me
they did not know that it takes three years on
average to process a common-law case and the costs
average out at about $40 000. They did not know
how inconsistent payments were with similar injury
cases, that depending on the judge and the lawyer
the payments varied widely.
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They did not know how few people actually took
common-law action. They presumed that everybody
did. They did not know that there was no common
law in South Australia, the Northern Territory or
New Zealand. They did not know the Leader of the
Opposition, when a member of federal Parliament,
supported the concept of no common law. They did
not know that the average settlement was only
$172 000; they thought it was a seven-figure number
that was a pot of gold from heaven. They did not
know there would be an increase in the range of
conditions and the table of maims. They had no idea
that the payout figures would increase. They did not
know that the cap on weekly payments would be
lifted. They did not know there would be a increase
in the death payments.
They said they wanted a system that promotes
rehabilitation and removes the onus of having to
prove that they have been seriously injured or that
the employer was at fault. They said they wanted a
system where they would be compensated for their
injuries no matter whose fault it was. If you suffer an
injury you have to carry it through life and you must
pay the consequences of the injury and try to
survive, no matter who is at fault.
They said they wanted a system that promoted a
return to work and imposed heavier fines on
negligent employers. The honourable member for
Eltham said the fine has been increased five times,
and that sends a strong message to the community.
They said they wanted a system that provided a
pension right through what would have been the
normal working life and not one that lined the
pockets of lawyers. I told them that in 1996-97
$34 million was paid out by the authority to the legal
profession and that workers have paid $12 million to
solicitors. I told them that that money would now go
to workers. It is not the opportunity for a
common-law settlement that the average worker is
worried about but that he or she will miss out on the
pot of gold. But that pot-of-gold argument does not
hold water!
MIS MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I support the
amendment moved by the honourable member for
Williamstown. It seeks to retain common-law rights
for workers injured as a result of the negligence of
their employers. I listened to the honourable
member for Eltham, who spoke about his injury at
work, and I felt very sympathetic towards him. I
hope no workers will be injured at work, but
obviously if they are injured because of employer
negligence they should have the right to pursue their
common-law rights. The honourable member for
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Eltham was shy about telling us whether he
exercised his common-law rights. Those rights were
available to him at the time of his accident. It seems
strange that it was okay for him to accept whatever
benefits were available under common law but that
it is not acceptable for workers today. The
paternalistic approach taken by the honourable
member is a major concern for workers in relation to
the bill.
The government has the gall to assume that workers
are incapable of making appropriate financial
decisions regarding their lump sum payments. I was
horrified by the way the honourable member for
Eltham spoke about his wife. I assure him that most
workers in Victoria are intelligent and capable of
managing their financial affairs. They do not need
the heavy hand of the government to impose its
rules upon them. For the honourable member to
suggest that workers will be better off is totally
untrue. As the honourable member for Pascoe Vale
said, figures are available. Only in a minor number
of cases will a small percentage of workers obtain
some financial improvement. Most workers will be
financially worse off under the legislation.
I am alarmed to think that the honourable member
for Eltham and other government members have
been going around telling injured workers that they
will not be worse off. I am sure the Minister for
Planning and Local Government is also aware that is
not the case. The minister seems to find it fairly
humorous, so presumably he has never been injured
at work. It is not a humorous matter; it is a serious
matter. It is a great shame that workers in this state
have to be governed by an overbearing paternalistic
government that is not prepared to listen to what is
being said by the community. It was prepared in
earlier days to accept benefits under common law,
but it is now denying them to other workers. It is
okay for government members, particularly the
Minister for Planning and Local Government, to sit
there making smart-alec comments, but his record in
looking after local government workers is fairly
suspect anyway! I would not have thought he is
coming from a strong base. The legislation is unfair
and totally unjustified. For members of the
government such as the honourable member for
Eltham to claim that workers will be better off is a
total lie.

Mrs ELLIOTI (Mooroolbark) - I support
clause 1 and oppose the amendment. I cite the case
of Bum Brite Lights in my electorate. It is a family
company that was established in the 1950s. Its
high-intensity lights were used in field hospitals
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during the Vietnam War. Before the details of the bill
were known, Mr Ivan Waters, who is a director of
the company, wrote me a five-page letter, which I
am happy to table and from which he has given me
permission to quote. The most telling aspect of the
letter states:
Employers are sick and tired of being depicted as
'hard-nosed' business people who are only interested
in their 'bottom line'. I tender that the majority of
employers take their responsibilities seriously and have
a strong commitment to provide a safe working
environment and a serious commitment to the
philosophy of Workcover.
We all have a majority of dedicated employees who are
the engine drivers of our business and our businesses
would fail without them. They are valued people and
their wellbeing is our concern, but to encourage
employment growth for now and in the future we must
have rules that are equitable to all.
Without a commitment from our legislators to clean up
the Workcover system and the status quo that
continues without a level playing field being
established, the Workcover problems we and others are
experiencing will continue and a small number of
people will jeopardise the future and an increasing
number of Australians.
He continues:
Today, our work force stands at 55 - but tomorrow?
He mentioned that his company has had offers to
move to the Middle East, the Indian subcontinent,
Malaysia, Indonesia and China. He continues:
We are willing to substantiate our comments and will
provide Specific details, on request.
When I rang Mr Waters to ask him if I could quote
from his letter he said that he hoped someone would
mention employers during the debate. The
opposition is anti-worker and anti-jobs! An equitable
no-fault system in which all injured workers are
looked after, irrespective of the circumstances in
which their workplace injuries occur, seems to me to
be a vast improvement on the lottery of
common-law claims. A fact that has been obscured
by a lot of the emotional rhetoric during the debate
is that most Work cover payouts under common law
are less than $200 000. Because we have lower
interest rates at this time, $100 000 or $200 000 is
hardly enough for anyone to live on for the rest of
his or her life.
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Many workers do not realise that having
successfully obtained settlement under common law
they will have no further recourse to Workcover and
so their weekly payments will cease. Most people
who have been seriously injured would rather the
surety of weekly payments, plus a lump sum that
includes a component for pain and suffering, than
going into a protracted process making claims under
common law, uncertain of the outcome and having
to pay steep legal fees.
The government is about creating jobs so that
workers can support their families with honour and
decency. The opposition seems to be totally opposed
to that. We want to attract investment to Victoria
and to encourage interstate firms to set up here so
that they can employ Victorians. The opposition
seems to be opposed to that.
The opposition has claimed that employers would
take advantage of the system. The honourable
member for Morwell claimed that employers will
dismiss workers who make injury claims. In fact, in
the addendum to the bill the penalty for a first
offence for an employer dismissing a worker under
those circumstances increases from 15 to 20 penalty
points and for a subsequent offence from 30 to
50 penalty points. The maximum penalty for
employers who offend against the occupational
health and safety regulations has been increased five
times up to $250 000. I should have thought that
would be enough incentive for employers to ensure
their workplaces are made safe for their workers.
Most employers value their workers highly and
recognise them as essential components to the
success of their businesses.
The honourable member for Eltham made a very
moving speech. Not all of us can claim to have been
injured at work, but it is possible to talk to those
who have been and to employers. The employers
have been forgotten in all this. They value their
workers and wish to retain a no-fault scheme, for
which the employers pay. All workers are covered.

Honourable members interjecting.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! I do not know
whether there is any relationship, but the house was
reasonably calm until the honourable member for
Morwell resumed his seat. I do not know what was
in the coffee, but maybe he should not drink it. I ask
him to restrain himself while we continue to push
through the debate, and I ask other members to
remain silent during this very sensitive debate.
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Mrs ELLIOTI - I find the honourable member
for Morwell's comments offensive, just as I found
the honourable member for Pascoe Vale's comments
offensive, but I will not ask them to withdraw.

Honourable members interjecting.
MI5 ELLIOTI - The government cares about
jobs for workers. It cares about workers, just as
employers care about workers. There are adequate
penalties within the bill to deal with those
employers who subject their workers to an unsafe
working environment. We need to be able to afford
workers compensation, and that is what the bill
ensures. Workers will still be covered; workers
families will still be covered; they will still be able to
enjoy a life of dignity with incentives to return to
work.
Recently I took the trouble to visit a person who
operated a newsagency near where I used to live.
Ted had a terrible electrical accident at his previous
employment. He was left without his legs, without
one hand and with only three fingers on the other,
and he was blinded in one eye. He has operated his
newsagency delivering papers every morning and
working often late into the night almost from the
time he recovered from those injuries. I talked to
him about the concerns I perceived in the
community about the bill. Although he had a
successful claim under common law, he said that
throughout all the pain and suffering and the
indignity that he suffered after his accident - and
he continues to suffer - his main aim was to get
back to work.
I believe most workers want to return to work; most
appreciate the dignity of work. The bill ensures that,
while injured workers are unable to work, they and
their families will be maintained at a decent level
and they will be encouraged to return to work at a
level of which they are capable. I commend the bill
to the house.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - In
speaking during the second-reading debate on
Tuesday last, I made clear the opposition's position
on this legislation. It is badly drafted and appalling
in its intent. It will be brought back to this chamber
for amendment again next year and the year after,
again and again, because it is fundamentally
unworkable. This is the fifth occasion on which the
government has amended the Workcover legislation.
Every time the legislation has come before this house
the opposition has warned that it will not work, that
it will not remedy the problems and that it is not
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appropriate to Victoria in the 19905. Sure enough,
every claim the opposition has made has been
shown to be correct because year after year this
legislation has come back to this chamber for
amendment.
The legislation is wmecessary. If one looks at the
performance of the Victorian Workcover Authority
one sees that there is no need to remove people's
common-law rights and no need to increase the test
for eligibility for benefits or slash lump sum
payments. What is needed first and foremost is a
genuine reform of the authority. I quoted some of
the statistics on Tuesday, and they go to the question
of legal entitlements. There has been something like
a 66 per cent blow-out in the number of senior
executive service personnel in the authority, a 75 per
cent increase in the salaries of those personnel and a
huge increase in the remuneration of board
members.
Mr Stock dale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - It is true; it is in the annual
report. It is the classic Kennett-Stockdale reform
where the people at the top end are paid more and
more - the board of directors, the CEO, the SES fat
cats - and less and less work is performed. Some
20 per cent fewer claims have been processed by the
authority over recent years, there has been a massive
blow-out in costs, and poor investment decisions
have been made such as the investment in Crown
Casino. Who has been asked to shoulder the
responsibilities? The workers of Victoria. There is
absolutely no need for clause 1 - or for the bill.
Secondly, and this is particularly germane to
clause 1, the bill removes rights that have been
enshrined in this state for a long, long time - that is,
the basic right to test a matter in court. As all the
editorials in the Australian, the Age and the Herald
Sun have reported, the basic right of workers to test
their cases in the courts should be retained and
enshrined in legislation. That right is being removed
totally by this government. All common-law rights
to compensation for economic loss and pain and
suffering have been removed. This afternoon we
heard the speech by the honourable member for
Eltham. I am sorry I was not in the chamber at the
time. The fact is that there are plenty of people on
the other side of this chamber who have availed
themselves of their common-law rights.
Mr Phillips interjected.
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Mr BRUMBY - I listened to your speech, I said
that. What about the Premier of this state? When
somebody says something about him that he does
not like or when he believes he is being defamed, he
wants to take common-law action. He gets the
taxpayers of this state to support him in defamation
actions, so he says common law is all right. What
about the Victorian Workcover AuthOrity? When we
dared to point out that the advertisements it was
running were faulty, untrue, misleading and a
fabrication, the authority threatened to sue the
opposition and exercise its common-law rights.
What about the workers who were on strike
yesterday and who dared to protest at the front of
Parliament House? They lost a day's pay exercising
their rights, but what did the Metal Trades Industry
Association do? Its representatives went on radio in
the morning, attacking the rights of the unions and
saying it will sue for damages. It is good enough for
the Premier, the MTIA and the Victorian Workcover
AuthOrity, but if a worker loses an arm, a leg or has
his face ripped off in an industrial accident, the
government is saying there will be no right to take
common-law action.
There is no widespread support for the legislation.
That is known because the government side is
leaking like a sieve. Newspaper reports have
indicated that at least 23 members of the
government stood up in the party room to oppose it.
Mr Phillips interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - If the honourable member
believes that is not true he should talk to his
National Party colleagues, who are on record in the
press as saying there were 23.
Mr Phillips interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - The honourable member for
Shepparton is one.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The honourable
member for Eltham is out of his place.
Mr BRUMBY - Twenty-three of them!
A government member interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - No. The list included the
honourable member for Gippsland South, Mr Ryan,
who has been noticeably absent throughout this
debate. There were 23 of them. Opposition members
know that if government members were allowed to
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vote the way their hearts and minds dictate they
would be over here on this side voting with the
opposition. That is the fact of the matter. But, as with
the Audit (Amendment) Bill vote, despite what they
think, what they feel and what they know is right,
government members are being coerced by the
Premier and the Treasurer into adopting a particular
position.
The opposition has seen the results of opinion polls
across the state demonstrating that the
overwhelming majority of Victorians do not want
this legislation. There is no mandate for it. It is not as
if at the last state election the Premier stood up - he
had plenty of opportunities to do it; I debated him
on 3LO - to say he would remove common-law
rights and hack into the Workcover system. There
was not a word about that. He was as quiet as a
mouse and kept it hidden from the Victorian people.
There is no mandate and no bipartisan support for
this legislation. There is no support for it from
23 government MPs. There is no support for it in the
opinion polls. What have the self-insurers - ANZ,
BHP, Shell and Amcor - which are all big
employers in this state, said about this legislation?
They say what we and the trade unions have said
about it - that it stinks. They have said it is rotten
legislation and they do not want a bar of it. There is
no support for it.
What about the statutory benefits - and I am
talking about common law - that will be enshrined
in the legislation? I have heard government
members stand up here and say what wonderful
benefits there are - 'You can get $100 000' or 'You
can get $300 000'. The Premier has been parading
around the state saying, 'If you are seriously injured,
if you meet the 80 per cent impairment test, you will
get a $300 000 lump sum'. How many workers each
year are going to meet the requirement of being
either quadriplegic or medically brain dead? Only
four or five seriously injured workers each year will
receive that maximum benefit. For the Premier, the
Treasurer and the minister to go out to the media as
they do every day and say, 'Look what a generous
scheme this is: meet the 80 per cent test and you will
get $300 000' is mischievous, grossly misleading and
fundamentally dishonest. Four or five workers only
will get that maximum benefit.
What about the 10 per cent whole-of-body
impairment test? The opposition raised this with the
Victorian Workcover AuthOrity - and I see people
from the authority in the gallery today. I do not
know whether they are advisers or whether they
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represent Workcover or what their official position
is. The opposition asked how many people would be
affected by this provision. It is a reasonable question,
and the public and the Parliament ought to know the
answer. The authority will not tell us; it will not
provide the answers. The opposition believes it
knows: 60 per cent of people who now qualify as
seriously injured under present classifications will
not meet that test and will have no entitlement to
benefits in the future.
What about the other pernicious aspects of this
legislation? What about the discrimination?
Yesterday we mentioned again the 12-year-old
paper boy or paper girl who is earning $30 a week
delivering newspapers. If a drunk driver comes
through a red light - two red lights, three red
lights - at 100 kilometres an hour and takes a
paperboy out and he is permanently injured, under
this disgusting legislation he will get 60 per cent
income support for the rest of his life, based not on
what he might have earned in the future but on
what he is earning as a paperboy. What about a
taxidriver, a courier, a truck driver or a small
business person who is hit by a negligent driver? In
all those cases the people get appalling benefits
under this legislation.
What are we voting for here today? Under this
legislation, if a worker is injured at work and is then
treated negligently, whether by being left on a
trolley, or by being further injured by an emergency
procedure or by rehabilitation treatment performed
by a reckless practitioner, the injured worker will
have no right to sue a hospital or medical
practitioner because the original injury occurred in
the course of employment.
What if a person is criminally assaulted in the
workplace? The other day the newspapers carried
reports about a young female police officer who
allegedly was criminally assaulted in the workplace.
In the future she will have no basis for common-law
action whatsoever. What about passive smoking in
the workplace? Those types of cases will not be
allowed. There is case after case in these categories.
Under these proposals workers will lose all rights to
sue negligent employers who cause serious injury no
matter how negligent and culpable the employers.
The loss of rights under this legislation is total. A
factory worker who is driving a forklift truck that
overturns will have no rights whatsoever to sue
under this legislation. But the employer, the person
who owns the forklift truck, can sue the
manufacturer for damages and can even claim for
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the lost injury time while his worker is laid out in a
seriously injured condition.
The opposition opposes this appalling legislation. It
is not just about common-law rights; it is about the
level of benefits provided under it. The abolition of
common-law rights will make injured workers
completely dependent on the whim and the
conscience of the Kennett government, and the cuts
introduced in the legislation will mean that after
13 weeks weekly benefits for injured workers in
Victoria will be the lowest in Australia of any
scheme, not the sort of rubbish we have heard about
today.
After two years most seriously injured workers will
have their weekly entitlements abolished and will be
forced to go on to welfare, something that would
greatly shame most workers. To qualify for the
maximum benefit an injured worker will have to be
a quadriplegic or medically brain dead. If you are a
paraplegic and you lose both of your legs and half of
your arm, you will not qualify for the maximum
benefit under this legislation.
The bill makes Victorians who work second-class
citizens. It divides Victorians into those who have
common-law rights and those who do not. It is the
most serious attack on the basic rights of working
Victorians in the history of this state. It betrays
ordinary working Victorians and takes away their
benefits. The Premier is smiling again like a grinning
idiot as he was four weeks ago on TV. He cannot
help himself when he is talking about seriously
injured workers. He thinks the debate is funny.
Mr Kennett interjected.

Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - You are the one who is putting
through the guillotine. Extend the debate! You are
guillotining the debate at 6 o'clock.

The CHAIRMAN - Order! The Treasurer will
refrain from interjecting and the Leader of the
Opposition will assist himself if he makes his
remarks through the Chair. Time is evaporating.
Mr BRUMBY - This bill, the most savage
betrayal of workers' rights in this state, is being
bulldozed through Parliament. The debate will be
stopped in exactly 6 seconds time, when there are all
these members of the opposition who want to speak.
The opposition wants the 23 members of the
government who oppose the legislation to have the
right to vote according to their conscience.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The time appOinted
under sessional orders for me to interrupt business
has arrived.
Committee divided on omission (members in
favour vote no):
Ayes, 52
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley, Mr
Burke, Ms (Teller)

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.

Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr

Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr

Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs

Rowe,Mr

Honeywood, Mr

Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R. (Teller)

Jasper, Mr

The CHAIRMAN - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will address his remarks through the
Chair and ignore interjections from across the table.

John,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Lean,Mr

Jenkins,Mr

Lupton,Mr

Mr BRUMBY - Mr Chairman, the opposition
committee would have been able to divide on the
many amendments the opposition has moved, and it
has had just 1 hour - -

MacJellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr

Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
Ooyle,Mr
Elder,Mr

Mr BRUMBY - Have you had the guts to speak
on this debate and support your position? Have you
had the guts to debate it publicly or are you just
using your numbers to push it through the
Parliament, thinking it is funny that people are
injured at work?

will again be opposing and seeking a division on
this measure. It had expected that over this hour the
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McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms

Ryan,Mr

Smith, Mr l.W.
Spry, Mr (Teller)
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr

McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.O.

Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs

McLellan, Mr

Wells,Mr
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Batchelor, Mr

Kosky,Ms

Andrianopoulos, Mr

Hamilton, Mr

Bracks, Mr

Langdon, Mr (Teller)

Baker,Mr

Hulls,Mr

Brumby,Mr

Leighton, Mr

Batchelor, Mr

Kosky,Ms

Cameron, Mr (Tel/er)

Lim,Mr

Bracks, Mr

Langdon, Mr (Tel/er)

Campbell,Ms

Loney, Mr

Brumby,Mr

Leighton, Mr

Carli,Mr

Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)

Cameron, Mr (Teller)

Lim,Mr

Cole,Mr

Micallef, Mr

Campbell,Ms

Loney,Mr

Cunningharn, Mr

Mildenhall, Mr

Carli,Mr

Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)

Davies,Ms

Pandazopoulos, Mr

Cole,Mr

Micallef, Mr

Garbutt, Ms

Savage,Mr

Cunningham, Mr

Mildenhall, Mr

Gillett,Ms

Seitz, Mr

Davies,Ms

Pandazopoulos, Mr

Haenneyer, Mr

Thwaites, Mr

Garbutt, Ms

Savage, Mr

Gillett, Ms

Seitz, Mr

Haenneyer, Mr

Thwaites, Mr

Question agreed to.
Circulated government amendments 1 to 47 as
follows agreed to:

Amendment negatived.

The CHAIRMAN - Order! The question is:
That clauses 1 to 77 and government amendments 1 to
47, including 21A, be agreed to.

1.

Clause 2, line 13, after "3," insert "IHl),".

2.

Clause 2, lines 21 and 22, omit "a day to be
proclaimed, being a day not later than".

3.

Clause 3, page 3, lines 19 to 21, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert 'indefinitely
to be, incapable of undertaking further or
additional employment or work, and if not so
incapable, what further or additional employment
or work the worker is capable of undertaking; or".'.

4.

Clause 8, page 10, line 23, omit "SAnO)" and insert
"SA(1l)".

5.

Clause 8, page 10, line 25, omit "(11)" and insert
"(12)".

6.

Clause 10, page 12, line 9, after this line insert-

Committee divided on question:

Ayes, 52
Andrighetto, Mr

Maclellan, Mr

Ashley,Mr

McNamara, Mr

Burke, Ms (Teller)

Maughan,Mr

Clark, Mr

Napthine, Dr

Coleman,Mr

Paterson, Mr

Cooper,Mr

Perrin, Mr

Dean, Dr

Perton, Mr

Dixon, Mr

Peulich, Mrs

Doyle, Mr

Phillips,Mr

Elder,Mr

Plowman, Mr A.F.

Elliott, Mrs

Reynolds, Mr

Finn,Mr

Richardson, Mr

Gude,Mr

Rowe,Mr

Henderson, Mrs

Ryan,Mr

Honeywood, Mr

Shardey, MI5

Jasper,Mr

Smith, Mr E.R. (Teller)

Jenkins, Mr

Smith, Mr I. W.

John,Mr

Spry, Mr (Teller)

Kennett,Mr

Steggall, Mr

Lean,Mr

Stockdale, Mr

Lupton,Mr

Tehan,Mrs

McArthur, Mr

Thompson, Mr

McCall,Ms

Traynor,Mr

McGill,Mrs

Treasure, Mr

McGrath, Mr W.D.

Wade,Mrs

McLellan, Mr

Wells,Mr

Noes, 28
Andrianopoulos, Mr

Hamilton, Mr

Baker, Mr

Hulls, Mr

'(2) At the end of section 20B of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 insert -

7.

Clause 11, before line 27 insert "( ) After section 39(1) of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 insert "(1A) Sub-section (1) does not apply to a question
or matter arising out of a decision of the
Authority under section 135A(6A).".

8.

Clause 21, page 21, lines 15 to 24, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert 111(4)

For the purposes of determining any question
or matter, the opinion of a Medical Panel on a
medical question referred to the Medical Panel
is to be adopted and applied by any court,
body or person and must be accepted as final
and conclusive by any court, body or person
irrespective of who referred the medical
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Clause 21, page 22, line 13, after this line insert '(9) In section 65(S)(b) of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 for "relevant
documents" substitute "copies of all
documents in the possession of the worker
which relate to the medical question".'.

10. Clause 23, page 23, line 2, omit "which might" and
insert "and could reasonably be expected to
foresee could".

(a) must within 90 days of receiving an application
under sub-section (1), make or refuse to make
a determination under sub-section (3) and
advise the worker in writing of its decision;
and
(b) must not refuse to make a determination under
sub-section (3) on the ground that the
AuthOrity or self-insurer is not satisfied that
sub-section (3)(b) applies, unless(i)

the Authority or self-insurer has referred the
medical question whether because of the
injury, the worker is, and is likely to
continue indefinitely to be, incapable of
undertaking further or additional
employment or work, and if not so
incapable, what further or additional
employment or work the worker is
capable of undertaking for the opinion of
a Medical Panel under Division 3 of
Part m; and

(H)

the opinion of the Medical Panel is that the
worker is not so incapable and specifies
what further or additional employment or
work the worker is capable of
undertaking.".

11. Clause 25, page 26, lines 21 to 32, omit sub-clause (9)
and insert"(9) This section as amended by section 25 of the
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment> Act 1997 applies to all claims for
compensation under section 98C, irrespective
of when the injury occurred or the claim is
made.
(10) This section as in force immediately before the
commencement of section 25 of the Accident
Compensation (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Act 1977 continues to apply (a) to claims for compensation under section 98;
(b) to applications for determinations under
section 135A(3);
(c)

to all claims for weekly payments to which
section 93C applies -

irrespective of when the injury occurred or the
claim is made.'.".
12. Clause 25, page 26, line 32, after this line insert '(3) In section 104B(4) of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 after "medical
practitioner" insert "referred to in
section 91(1)(b)".'.
13. Clause 28, page 38, line 15, after "1997," insert "or
would but for the operation of section 96 have
been entitled as at 12 November 1997,".
14. Clause 29, page 49, line 14, after "capacity" insert
"and is, or has been, entitled to weekly payments
under section 93CB or 93CC".
15. Clause 29, page 50, line 11, omit "physically and
mentally".
16. Clause 29, page 50, lines 16 to 32, omit sub-clause (4)
and insert"(4) The Authority or self-insurer-

17. Clause 29, page 51, line 14, omit "is" and insert "in".
18. Clause 30, page 52, line 29, after "Student" insert
"and".
19. Clause 30, page 53, line IS, after this line insert'(b) in section 59(1) for "is or should be treated as
totally or partially incapacitated for work"
substitute "has no current work capacity or
has a current work capacity";'.
20. Clause 30, page 53, line 16, omit "(b)" and insert
"(c)".

21. Clause 3D, page 53, line 27, omit "(a)".
21A. Oause 30, page 55, line 6, omit "93CB(2)(b)" and
insert "93CB(2)(a)".
22. Clause 35, page 58, lines 32 and 33, omit all words
and expressions on these lines and insert "(a) which is not less than 90 per cent of the
claimant's counter statutory offer but is
greater than the statutory offer made by the
Authority, authorised insurer, employer or
self-insurer - the".
23. Oause 35, page 59,line 14, after "than" insert
"90 per cent of".
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24. Clause 36, page 63, line 17, after "Table" insert
"instead of compensation calculated under
section 98C".
25. Clause 43, page 76, line 11, after "Part III" insert
"and until the Conciliation Officer has issued a
certificate under section 49".
26. Clause 43, page 76, line 22, omit "may" and insert
"must".

the worker or the worker's legal
representative the Authority may consent to the commencement
of the proceedings or bringing of an application
under sub-section (4)(b).".
37. Clause 47, page 86, line 8, after "than" insert "90 per
cent of".

27. Clause 43, page 76, line 24, omit "referred to in
section 91(1)(b)".

38. Clause 47, page 86, line 9, after "(20E)" insert "and
more than the statutory offer of the Authority,
authorised insurer or self-insurer".

28. Clause 43, page 77, line 30, after "refer the" insert
"medical".

39. Clause 47, page 86, line 27, after "than" insert
"90 per cent of".

29. Clause 47, page 83, line 35, after "(4)(b) insert "or the
commencement of proceedings with the consent of
the Authority under sub-section (6A)".

40. Clause 47, page 86, line 30, after "not" insert
"otherwise" .

30. Clause 47, page 84, line 2, after "hold" insert ", or

begin,".

41. Clause 47, page 86, line 33, after "applies" insert
"that are commenced on or after
12 November 1977".

31. Clause 47, page 84, line 9, after "conference" insert
"begins".

42. Clause 47, page 87, line 5, after "section" insert
"commenced on or after 12 November 1997".

32. Clause 47, page 84, lines 11 to 13, omit" offer at the
conference or within 21 days after the offer" and
insert "statutory offer within 21 days after it".

43. Clause 48, page 90, lines 1 to 3, omit sub-dause (4)
and insert-

33. Clause 47, page 84, lines 21 to 23, omit paragraph (e)
and insert"(e) the proceedings are commenced not earlier
than 21 days, and not more than 51 days, after
the counter offer is made or, if a counter offer
is deemed to have been made under
sub-section (2OG), not more than 30 days after
the day on which the counter offer is deemed
to have been made.".
34. Clause 47, page 84, line 26, omit "employer" and
insert" Authority, authorised insurer or
self-insurer" .
35. Clause 47, page 85, line 8, after "made" insert "or,
with the consent of the Authority under
sub-section (6A), after that period".
36. Clause 47, page 85, after line 19 insert"() After section 135A(6) of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 insert "(6A) If, on the application of a worker, the
Authority is satisfied that (a) the worker is unable to commence proceedings
in accordance with this section because of the
operation of sub-section (20E) or (4)(b); and
(b) the failure to comply with sub-section (20E) or
(4)(b) was not due to any fault or omission of

"(4) A person to whom a direction under this
section applies, and the legal representatives
and agents of such a person, must comply
with the direction.".
44. Clause 55, line 32, after this line insert '(3) In the Accident Compensation Act 1985 (a) in sections 239(1)(e) and 240(1), for "are being
contravened" substitute "are being or have
been contravened";
(b) in section 242(3) (0

for "15 penalty units" substitute
"25 penalty units";

(H)

for"30 penalty units" substitute
"50 penalty units".'.

45. Clause 66, line 9, omit "accessible" and insert
"assessable".
46. Clause 70, lines 12 to 15, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert '(a) in paragraph (a) after"400 penalty units" insert
"if the offence is not an indictable offence, and
2 5()() penalty units if the offence is an
indictable offence";
(b) in paragraph (b) after "lOO penalty units" insert
"if the offence is not an indictable offence, and
S()() penalty units if the offence is an indictable
offence".'.
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47. Clause 73, lines 4 to 7, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert '(a) in paragraph (a) after "400 penalty units" insert
"if the offence is not an indictable offence, and
2 500 penalty units if the offence is an
indictable offence";
(b)

in paragraph (b) after "100 penalty units" insert
"if the offence is not an indictable offence, and
500 penalty units if the offence is an indictable
offence".'.

Reported to house with amendments.

Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Davies,Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett,Ms
Haermeyer, Mr

Question agreed to.
Report adopted.

Third reading

The SPEAKER - Order! The question is:
That the house agree to the amendments made by the
committee.

House divided on question:

The SPEAKER - Order! I am of the opinion that
the third reading of the bill requires to be passed by
an absolute majority.

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 53
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms (Teller)
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean,Dr
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Lean,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan,Mr

Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R. (Teller)
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr (Teller)
Steggail, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Ayes, 53
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms (Teller)
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Dr
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Lean,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall, Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr

Noes, 28
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Tel/er)

Hamilton, Mr
HuIls,Mr
Kosky,Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr

Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
PloWInan, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr ER (Teller)
Smith, Mr l.w.
Spry, Mr (Teller)
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells, Mr

Noes, 28
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brwnby,Mr

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls,Mr
Kosky,Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr

LEANNE POWER PTY LTD

Thursday, 4 December 1997
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Campbell,Ms
Carti, Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Davies, Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr

Lim,Mr
Loney, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER - Order! The question is:
That this bill be transmitted to the Legislative Council
and their concurrence desired therein.

Interjections from gallery.
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Noes 28
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr
Kosky, Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr
Lim,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)
Campbell,Ms
Carti,M!""'
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Davies,Ms
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr

• Mr Clark was recorded as having voted with both the ayes and
the noes. The noe vote should have recorded Mr Carti as having
voted noe. Mr Speaker directed that the record be corrected to
accurately reflect the vote.

Persons escorted from gallery.
Motion agreed to.
House divided on motion:

Remaining stages
Ayes 54
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms (Teller)
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon, Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Eltiott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr (Teller)
Lean,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr ].F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.

McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R. (Teller)
Smith, Mr l.w.
Spry, Mr
Steggall,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Passed remaining stages.

LEANNE POWER PTY LTD
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) presented report
for period ended 8 May 1997.
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerk:
Australian Food Industry Science Centre - report for
the year 1996-97
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Crimes (Confiscation of Profits) - S.R. No. 132
Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act 1966 - S.R No.

136
Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - S.R No. 133
Physiotherapists Act 1978 - S.R No. 132
Wildlife Act 1986 - S.R. No. 134
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 Minister'S exception certificate in relation to Statutory
Rule Nos 132, 133
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VALUATION OF LAND
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to introduce amendments
to the Valuation of Land Act 1960 as part of a
process of reforming valuation practices in the state
of Victoria.
At present there are considerable differences in
approach to valuation practice in Victoria which
have allowed for a wide variation across the state
with a divergence in the length of valuations and a
plethora of relevant dates. For example, valuations
carried out for metropolitan councils can be used for
a maximum period of four years. Rural councils,
however, have a maximum period of six years
within which to conduct valuations. Some councils,
however, return valuations on a 2, 3 or 5-year cycle
and the Melbourne City Council conducts valuations
on an annual basis.
Most councils acknowledge that the current system
of conducting valuations should be improved.
Current processes, including the lack of a common
level of value date across the state, time lags and the
lack of data consistency, are inadequate. In response
to those concerns the government undertook an
extensive consultation process including the
appointment of a valuation reform reference group
chaired by Mr Stephen McArthur MP. The reference
group included representatives from councils, the
Municipal Association of Victoria, and other
relevant stakeholders. Following an extensive
consultation process the group made a number of
proposals to introduce best practice and improve
property information.
The reference group recommended that minimum
standards of valuation practice should be raised to
ensure acceptable statewide standards and that a
common level of valuation date should be used for
all councils in Victoria. It also recommended that the
state should move to a minimum frequency of
biennial valuations. In line with the reference
group's recommendations the bill introduces two
essential changes to the Valuation of Land Act 1960.
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biennial valuations. This will commence on
1 January 2000. This change will still allow a cOWlcil
to return a valuation on an annual basis with the
intention that a common biennial cycle is maintained
throughout the state. Secondly, the bill provides that
valuations will be returned to councils within a
maximum period of six months - that is, no later
than 30 June in the year in which the valuation is
conducted. These measures will equip councils and
other authorities using the valuation with a better
and fairer basis for setting rates and taxes, ensure
equity across council boundaries and also provide
valuations that are more consistent with current
market values.
Further, the proposals contained in the bill will
provide a legislative springboard from which best
practice standards can be implemented. In this
context I am pleased to annOWlce that funding of
more than $3 million from the Estate Agents
Guarantee Fund to assist in the process of
conducting an education program with local
government and in the electronic collection of data
for the first statewide valuation has been approved
by the Minister for Fair Trading. I take this
opportunity to thank both the Estate Agents Council
and the Minister for Fair Trading for their support
for this important project. This funding will be
dedicated to the program to encourage councils' use
of the Valuer-General's best practice standards and
to facilitate the uniform compilation of valuable
property information in an electronic format.
The introduction of these initiatives to improve
valuation practice in Victoria will result in greater
equity for all property owners. In addition, access to
current valuations and vastly improved
standardised property information will provide a
major benefit to all who have an interest in real
estate in Victoria.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms GARBUIT
(Bundoora).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 18 December.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr KENNETI (Premier).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - I move:

Firstly, it replaces the existing section 13DC(5) of the
act with a provision that will require a minimum of

That the house do now adjourn.
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Christmas felicitations
Mr KENNETf (Premier) - It again comes to that
time of the year when we join together in showing
our appreciation to those who serve the Parliament
and in doing so also serve the parliamentarians.
During one of the divisions the honourable member
for Niddrie gave me a document on his expenses
which I understand were the expenses that I was
referring to earlier today. In this document, which
appears to be from his part A form, he indicates that
the sum was $3615. During my speech I said it was
from a CPA trip and may have been $22 800. I accept
the documentation from the honourable member
and stand to correct the record and apologise for the
error but not the principle involved.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - On this side of the house we
are always magnanimous. And it is Christmas - we
can extend certain courtesies, but not too many. I
thank all of those who have served us this year. We
have had two sessions. 1bis session in particular has
been heavier than the first. As always we have been
well served by the attendants who have had to
protect the Parliament and the institution
particularly from the unruly and
unnecessary demonstration that took place a few
moments ago - but our attendants handled the
protesters in a magnanimous way.
On behalf of the government I thank the Clerk, Phil
Mithen, the Deputy Clerk, Ray Purdey, the Assistant
Clerk, Marcus Bromley, and the Serjeant-at-Arms,
Geoff Westcott, whose voice has got louder than
previously this session, the Clerk of the Papers,
Mark Roberts, and also the principal attendant,
Warren Smith. Mark Smith will commence his job
next week as senior parliamentary attendant after
spending five years as the Speaker's orderly. We
congratulate him on his promotion and look forward
to him continuing to advance to the highest levels of
administration in the Parliament.

I congratulate the Chief Reporter of Hansard,
Carolyn Williams, on her appointment and wish her
well in her new job. Carolyn is well backed up by
Jan Kendall and Maggie Sutherland. All three - but
particularly the latter two - have been part of this
institution as long as I have been a member here,
which is going on for 22 years. They have served the
Parliament well, together with their colleagues, and
we thank the Hansard staff for the professional task
they do. During the year Eric Woodward retired as
Chief Reporter after 26 years at the Parliament of
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Victoria. Erica Flint has retired after 14 years and Jim
McGregor will be leaving Hansard before the next
session. Jim has been here for a shorter period, only
since 1984 - which happens to be 13 years, and is
still not a bad trial in anyone's case.
I thank those who have run the parliamentary
services, especially Christine Haydon. We are all
indebted to the way Paul Gallagher, the gardens
manager, and his team keep our gardens. They are
spectacular. I do not know whether I am on the
record as having said it before, but it has certainly
passed through my mind on many occasions: the
condition of the tennis court continues to baffle me.
The time has come when we ought to replace the
grass and put in Modgrass or some other surface so
that the court can be used regularly. In my entire
22 years here it has never ever been playable for the
season. If we are to have a court it may as well be
serviceable - if not, return it to gardens.
Mr Speaker, if you, together with your colleague in
another place, were to seek a specific appropriation,
we would be happy to consider it.
We thank the catering manager, Syd Koehrer, and
his team very much indeed. The catering here has

improved considerably. The variety of the menu is a
reflection of his and his team's effort, including that
of the catering supervisor, Robyn Rogers. I thank the
Executive Chef, Malcolm Sellar, very much indeed. I
can only say to the maintenance engineer,
Brian Bourke, that the new but still-slow lift is much
more serviceable and reliable, and that makes life in
this place considerably easier.
We thank the Parliamentary Librarian, Bruce
Davidson, the Deputy Librarian, Gail Dunston, and
their staff very much indeed for their efforts. They
are on call all the time and they meet our
requirements. I extend my thanks to the
Parliamentary Counsel, headed by Rowena
Armstrong, who has served Parliament for a long
time. She and her staff work around the clock to deal
with the amount of legislation we have had during
this session, much of which has been complicated. I
thank them for the way they have assisted the
passage of legislation through Parliament.
I thank my staff - Craig Foster and those at
1 Treasury Place - very much indeed for what from

time to time is a thankless task. They make my job
considerably easier and much more enjoyable, as
they did for the previous occupants so that they
were able to function on a realistic basis.
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I wish you, Mr Speaker, and your family well for
Christmas. It is often said that you do not have an
easy job, but it is like the job that we all take on
ourselves. If you do not like it you can always get
out. If we do not like it we can get out. I note that
this year one of our members did get out, as was his
democratic right. I cannot remember his name! What
was it?
My parliamentary colleagues have again discharged
their responsibilities to their electorates and have
again illustrated, with the exception of one, the
value of a unified team in addressing the issues
confronting the state as opposed to being factionally
driven or divided. Without doubt the essence of
good team work is people working together, and I
thank them very much. I wish them and their
families a safe and prosperous Christmas.
To the members of the opposition and the
Independents, whom I suspect would like to be
recognised separately and not titled 'the opposition',
I wish them well for Christmas. I hope they have a
good break.
As honourable members know, Parliament will be
returning a little earlier next year - in February. I
hope members will use the Christmas period to have
two or three weeks off with their families so that
they come back refreshed for what I suspect will be
another exciting year as we continue to discharge
our responsibilities as we see fit to those who elected
us. I again thank all those who have served
Parliament and wish them a peaceful and safe
Christmas.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
my pleasure to join the Premier in extending
Christmas felicitations to all members. It is amazing
how quickly the days and the year have passed. It
seems only yesterday that we were standing here
saying kind words about the former member for
Gippsland West, AIan Brown, who retired last year.
Of course, there was a by-election and there were
confident predictions by the Premier about how he
was going to romp it in.
I put it on the record at the time that AIan Brown
was a good local member for Gippsland West, but as
a Parliament we can say that he has been replaced
by somebody who is a very good local member, if
not an excellent one. She has discharged her
responsibilities independently. I have sometimes
been upset when she has voted with the
government. I know she voted with the government
to throw me out of Parliament one day when my
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behaviour was unsatisfactory. In that sense she has
been a true Independent.
I have been to the electorate of Gippsland West and I
have seen the results she has brought to her
electorate, such as the public meetings at
Korumburra and the drought assistance provided
for the people of Gippsland. It was won for the
people down there because of the pressure she
applied to this government through Parliament and
in the public arena. Last year we praised the work of
AIan Brown, who was a good member, but I think
we can say of Susan Davies that she has met the
criteria of being a good if not an excellent member.
I thank the Department of Parliamentary Services
under the leadership of the Chief Executive Officer,
Christine Haydon. I thank and congratulate the staff
of that department for all the work they have done
during 1997.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - I would have remarked on the
honourable member for Mildura, but I was making
my comments in the context of this time last year
and the by-election. The honourable member for
Mildura distinguishes himself daily in this place
with his contributions. He has become a strong and
independent voice for Mildura. He often votes with
the government and sometimes votes with the
opposition, but his major interest is always Mildura.
I thank the Parliamentary Librarian, Bruce
Davidson, the Deputy Librarian, Gail Dunston, and
the library staff. I particularly want to thank the
library staff once more for the great work they have
done with the parliamentary internship program,
which involved students from both Monash and
Melbourne universities. Many members on both
sides of the house were in the parliamentary gardens
yesterday when the certificates for that program
were awarded to the best students from Monash and
Melbourne universities. One intern,
Debra Wilkinson, produced a sensational report for
me. Its standard was such as to indicate that the
student who won must have been truly exceptional
in the work he or she did. It is a great program and it
was good to see so many members at the function,
which was so well supported by the library, and by
Mr President and Mr Speaker.
I take this opportunity to particularly thank the
Current information librarian, Alison Black. Many
members would have dealt with Alison over the
years. She is retiring in approximately two weeks
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after more than 26 years of employment with the
Parliament of Victoria in the library, which is an
extraordinary contribution to this place. She began
her association with the library in 1971 as a
temporary worker. In 1974 she became a permanent
employee of the library, and in 1986 she was
appointed to her current position as the Current
Information Librarian.
During the past 11 years Alison has played an
integral role in providing a variety of services for
members and their staffs, particularly with the
library's clipping service. Honourable members rely
on that service, and in opposition one relies on it
more than when one is in government. Alison has
been outstanding in the way she has provided that
service. I know her diligence, professionalism and
manner, not to mention her very dry laconic sense of
humour, will be surely missed by all members. I
understand Alison will be spending a lot of time in
her garden, which she loves, during her retirement. I
know I speak on behalf of all members when I wish
her well for her many years of gardening in the
future.
I also compliment and thank Megan Peniston-Bird,
the education officer, for her work in educating the
Victorian public, particularly young Victorians,
about Parliament. Many of us have had some contact
with Megan over the year. She was instrumental in
organising the YMCA Youth Parliament and the
Children's Parliament, which were great
successes - and I know you, Mr Speaker, have
taken a great interest in both those events.
To Sid Koehrer and his staff I have to say that I
would like to see a little more flexibility in the
operation of the dining room and the catering
service. When Parliament sits I know members have
functions they must attend between 6.30 p.m. and
8.00 p.m. When they come back at 8 o'clock and try
to get something to eat, they find the food has been
taken away and they have to make do with a
sandwich. I understand that the other night someone
had a pizza delivered to the dining room, which I
guess made a statement about the lack of service.
There ought to be more flexibility, not just for
backbenchers but for ministers who have heavy
programs and who are often wanting something
more to eat than just a sandwich. We ought to look
at how that can be improved.
I want to thank the Hansard staff, including the
Chief Reporter, Carolyn Williams. I also thank Eric
Woodward, whom we all remember well. Eric
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retired this year after many years of proficient
service. We all wish him well in his retirement.
I thank the parliamentary gardening unit. I hope,
Mr Speaker, that if you take up the Premier's
suggestion about the tennis court you will consult
widely before making a decision. There are a wide
range of views about the tennis court. I do not think
it is something we need to put to the vote, but many
members of Parliament would prefer the court to
remain a grass court. They think it is distinctive and
that something of the natural character of the
gardens would be lost if an artificial surface were
put down. I urge you to consult widely, Sir, and to
err on the side of caution if you are thinking of
taking up the Premier's offer.
I thank Brian Bourke and his team of engineers, the
parking attendant, Bill Schober, the staff of the
10 parliamentary committees, the parliamentary
counsel, the Clerks, particularly Phi! Mithen, Ray
Purdey and Marcus Bromley, and Geoff Westcott,
the Serjeant-at-Arms. Geoff has not had an easy year
because there have been a few times when the
gallery has had to be cleared, which is part of his job.
He sometimes cops some criticism for that, but he
does his job well.
I thank Mark Roberts and the Papers Office staff,
Neville Holt and the Table Office staff, and the
project officer of the Legislative Assembly, Despina
Babbage. I also thank the Legislative Assembly
attendants, who do a great job. We could not ask for
better from the attendants.
I thank my parliamentary colleagues, the shadow
cabinet, and my deputy. This time last year there
was a different deputy in the chair, but I say to John
Thwaites, the honourable member for Albert
Park-Mr McNamara interjected.

Mr BRUMBY - I think he will last longer than
your Premier will last after 13 December. John
Thwaites has done a great job and I thank him for it.
I thank the manager of opposition business, the
honourable member for Thomastown, Peter
Batchelor, for the work he does in his highly paid
job! As we all know, his remuneration for that is a
big zero!
Every year during Christmas felicitations I have
raised the issue of parliamentary reform, including
the conduct, the standard and the behaviour of
Parliament. Every year I have suggested some
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changes that need to be made, and I will do so again.
Changes are needed in the conduct of question time.
Mr Speaker, after a rowdy question time some
weeks ago you have applied the standing orders
more strictly to members on both sides. I endorse
that, because it has led to an improved standard of
behaviour during question time - but I believe
further change needs to be made.
There ought to be a sin bin, as there is in federal
Parliament. There ought to be more time for private
members' business. People outside Parliament who
are named or defamed in this place should have the
right of reply. That is a practice which the Senate has
adopted. The retention of parliamentary privilege is
crucial, but it is appropriate that people outside
Parliament ought to have the right, through you,
Mr Speaker, to put their version of the facts.
As I have said before, there should be provision for a
debate on a matter of public importance, as there is
in the federal Parliament. There ought to be more
sitting days: this year we will have sat the least
number of days of any Parliament in Australia.
Last year I omitted to thank the opposition staff and
all the volunteers who give up their time and come
into the office to assist. To my staff and to the
volunteers, Julia, Dan, Kim, Steve, Dennis, John,
Anna, James, Val, Danny, Jeft, Valentina, Jeff, Barry,
Aileen, Colin, Phil, Michael, Marilyn, Ben, Natalie,
Peter, Sue, Bronwyn, Valentina and Rosa - and any
other volunteers who have assisted - I say thank
you for what has clearly been an outstanding year
for the state opposition. We clearly held the
ascendancy in the autumn session, and we have
clearly held the ascendancy in the spring session. I
thank the members of staff for that.
I take the opportunity to extend felicitations to the
former member for Mitcham, the Honourable Roger
Pescott, who resigned last month. When the member
for Gippsland West resigned last year we had an
opportunity to place on the record our views about
his performance as a parliamentarian. In some ways
it is regrettable that the government has not given
members the opportunity to include in Hansard their
comments on the contribution of someone who
served the Parliament for 12 years. That is
regrettable because all members make a major
contribution to this place.
The former honourable member served seven years
as the member for Bennettswood and the past five as
the member for Mitcham. He held a variety of jobs,
notably as Deputy Leader of the Opposition in 1989
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and 1990, shadow minister in a variety of portfolios
between 1985 and 1990, and as Minister for Industry
Services between 1992 and 1996. During his time in
Parliament he was in opposition and government.
Some of the changes he made were positive, but
some we vigorously objected to, such as those he
made to the occupational health and safety
legislation and to Workcover. His most significant
contribution for which he will be remembered was
his principled and honest stance on the
government's plans to silence the Auditor-General
and to strip injured workers of their rights under
common law. That was an act of great courage and
great integrity. While it may be said that after the
1996 election Roger was Jeffed when he missed out
on a place in the ministry, who knows, in 1997 it
may be said that Jeff was Rogered!
In conclusion, I wish all members of this place a
productive, happy and safe Christmas and New
Year. Over the past few weeks there have been some
pretty heated debates on bills that we all have strong
views about. I hope one of the great strengths of this
place will continue to be that although we may
disagree vigorously, as we have on some legislation,
and although we may get stuck into each other
occasionally, we will leave those debates and
disagreements for the chamber. I hope that outside
this chamber we will all continue to acknowledge
that we are all here to do a job, that we all have our
responsibilities and duties, and that sometimes we
will have different views of the world. We should
ensure that those differences remain in here and that
outside we can all share the responsibility and
honour of being members of Parliament.

I thank you, Mr Speaker. You have had a difficult
year in some ways. I think the stricter interpretation
of the standing orders you have applied in the past
few weeks has helped to maintain the decorum and
the standards of Parliament, and the opposition
hopes that next year it will see a substantial change
to the standing orders and the way Parliament
operates. As Sir James Killen is reported in the
Australian at the weekend as having said,
parliaments around Australia are increasingly
becoming rubber stamps for executive government.
You, Sir, do not want to see that, I do not want to see
that and I think most members do not want to see
that. All honourable members should ensure that
Parliament is truly a livmg representation of the
voice of the people and that it can make real
decisions that affect people's lives. I extend my best
wishes and those of the opposition to all members
for a safe, happy and secure Christmas.
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Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I thank the Leader of the Opposition
for his comments, and the Premier for his.

1659

involved in coaching and administration of junior
football, but I think he is probably best known for
his prowess on a tennis court. I believe he has yet to
be beaten at Parliament House.

Mr Thwaites - Can we all get up and walk out?
Mr W. D. McGrath - That would be right!

Mr McNAMARA - I shall be brief. I think most
of the ground has been covered by previous
speakers. I can remember a period when this
well-wishing was very much in the spirit of the
season, and it was often frowned upon when anyone
alluded to any comment to which someone on the
other side of the house might take offence.
I would like to say in the spirit of the presentation
we heard from earlier speakers that I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition about trying to get some
decorum back into the house. There was one week
recently when things were quieter than usual
because we had one member fewer that week two, I am told!
I join the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
in expressing appreciation to all the staff who
service the Parliament and make our jobs so much
easier, whether it be the library staff, the orderlies,
the catering staff or the outdoor staff who make the
amenities of this building something we are all
proud of.
Two officers in Hansard are leaving us. One is Erica
Flint, who has just tendered her resignation. She
commenced with Hansard as a trainee reporter back
in 1983 and has been with us 14 years. Before that
she worked with the Commonwealth Reporting
Service and earlier at the Stenotype College of
Australia, where she taught shorthand to some of
the current members of Hansard. Despite having
resigned from the department she will continue
working there on a casual basis, so we will still see
her around. I congratulate her on her long period of
service. She is looking forward to spending more
time working as a counsellor with Crisis line, and
we wish her all the best in that area. Jim McGregor is
also resigning.
Mr W. D. McGrath - A great tennis player!
Mr McNAMARA - As Bill said, he is a great
termis player. Jim will be resigning in February next
year, and he has been with us for 13 years.
Previously he worked with the Government
Shorthand Writer between 1970 and 1984, and
before that he was employed with the Crown Law
Department and the Education Department in
accountancy and administration. Jim has been

Mr McNAMARA - Even Bill McGrath is
verifying that; he is a former Wimmera tennis
champion who I know played Jim on several
occasions, but 'You can never beat him', is Bill's
comment. In 1995 Jim and his doubles partner
actually won a gold medal in the Australian Masters
Games in Melbourne. All honourable members wish
him the best in his tennis pursuits. Maybe he is
leaving a little early, as the Premier has indicated a
desire to put an all-weather court out there in place
of the grass court. I think a grass court might have
been the best available during last century, but it is
important to have a court that will allow year-round
use.

Mr Speaker, I take the opportunity to wish you and
your staff, members of the house on all sides and all
the staff who assist us in Parliament all the best for
the Christmas season.

Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I would like
to make a few brief comments.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr BATCHELOR - We will be talking about
you next Christmas, Victor. That will be three in a
row!
I thank the staff of this institution in a general way.
The Premier and the Leader of the Opposition have
done it in a more detailed and particular way.
Parliamentary staff look after all members of
Parliament to their utmost ability from the time we
arrive in the car park in the morning, through the
highs and lows of the debates in the chamber to the
research that goes on in the library and the
assistance provided by other members of the staff in
the Table Office, the correspondence box and Papers
area. Honourable members can always rely on the
integrity and ability of the staff to assist in every
way. They are truly helpful and assist to the best of
their knowledge and ability. The collective
knowledge of the staff is outstanding but there is
individual brilliance, and it has been truly
appreciated by me as it has been by other members
of Parliament.
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I also extend particular thanks to the staff of the
parliamentary committee of which I am deputy
chair, the Economic Development Committee, and I
look forward to working with them in the coming
year.
I direct some comments to you, Mr Speaker, and
your deputy to thank you both for the guidance and
assistance you have provided to the Parliament. At
times the opposition has disagreed with you and
your deputy, and I imagine we will continue to do
so in the future. It is the nature of the parliamentary
beast.
Mr Speaker, our relationship has been such that at
any time I, as manager of opposition business, have

felt able to come to you and take up matters of
concern and they have always been dealt with in a
serious manner. You have listened and have always
been prepared to offer good. and sound advice. On
most of those occasions I have been prepared to
accept that advice.
Mr Hulls - Crawler!
Mr BATCHELOR - Just because I do not accept
the advice of the honourable member for Niddrie!
Mr Speaker, it is incumbent upon me to put that
acknowledgment on the public record, to thank you
and your deputy. I look forward to continuing to
work with you both in the New Year. I join the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in wishing
everybody here a safe and happy Christmas, and we
hope to see them in the New Year.
The SPEAKER - I likewise would like to extend
my felicitations to all members of this house. It has
been a solid year in which the house has achieved
some highs and experienced some lows, but overall
it has been a very good working year for the house,
and I thank the honourable member for
Thomastown particularly for his comments. Of
course we will not always agree. There would be
something wrong if we did. However, when the
honourable member for Thomastown comes to me
with something to discuss he has a good
understanding of the Parliament and parliamentary
procedures.
The honourable member for Thomastown seeks to
enhance those issues in his comments in the house
on points of order and procedural pOints, and
during his discussions with me. I congratulate the
Leader of the House and the manager of opposition
business on the general cooperation between the two
major parties in their contributions to debate.
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Perhaps one of the unintended consequences of the
current sessional orders is that there is some definite
understanding about what bills will be passed at the
end of the sitting week. Perhaps because there is a
cut-off point and the fact that members from both
sides of the house wish to speak on certain bills there
has been better cooperation between the Leader of
the House and the manager of opposition business
to ensure that as many members as possible have an
opportunity to contribute to debate. Therefore, an
unintended and useful consequence for Parliament
is that this year the participation of members
speaking on motions and bills particularly has been
much higher than it has ever been in all the years I
have been in Parliament. Under the current
arrangement, instead of members looking at the
clock and thinking, 'I have to make up 30 minutes or
I will disgrace myself', they are now speaking for 10
or 15 minutes. When one thinks about it, in most
cases members can express their points of view in
that time.
After the address to both houses of Parliament by
Professor Penington members were allocated
10 minutes to make their contributions, and they did
extremely well. Some consideration was then given
to reducing the time allocated for contributions. That
is now not necessary because members are abiding
by the arrangements made between the parties and
are making shorter and better speeches. The
participation rate of members has increased
considerably and that is a distinct advantage to
Parliament.
The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
parliamentary reform. I agree with him and have
had separate discussions with both him and the
Leader of the House about where the Victorian
Parliament should be heading in that regard. During
the recess I would like to have further discussions
about what changes may be made to the sessional
orders - and, I stress, only to sessional orders at this
stage. The beauty of sessional orders is that they give
the house an opportunity to trial reforms. If a reform
is acceptable after such a trial, it can be enshrined in
standing orders. 1 suggest that one or two of our
current sessional orders - perhaps one being the
time at which question time takes place each dayshould be enshrined in standing orders. That
particular sessional order has served well the
Parliament, our staff, the media and everyone else.
I place on record one or two issues from a less than
definitive list of matters I believe should be
considered. The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
the sin-bin; I would have referred to it as the
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disciplinary powers of the Chair. The process we
have at present is not in line with the process in most
other Parliaments, including the federal Parliament,
where some members, when they are out of line,
need to be given time to cool off. I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that that option should be
considered.
As in the Legislative Council, I believe a minimum
number of questions without notice should be asked
on anyone day. The Chair should have the
discretion to extend the time allotted for question
time if the minimum number of questions has not
been asked, prOviding the Chair believes the house
has been reasonably well behaved. If the house is in
uproar, at the end of the allotted time the Chair
could decide that that was it. That could reduce the
heat generated at times when a minister may answer
for longer than the Chair believes he or she should
and the opposition - or even the government correctly thinks it will lose the opportunity to ask
another question. In addition, on occasions much of
question time is taken up by legitimate points of
order which can reduce the important opportunity
for the opposition and the government to ask
questions.
The Leader of the Opposition also mentioned the
right of reply for a member of the public who claims
to have been defamed or adversely affected by
statements made under parliamentary privilege. I
suggest we should look at a system where, if
somebody thinks he or she has been defamed or
disadvantaged, the parliamentary Privileges
Committee should determine and make
recommendations to the Chair on whether a
response by way of a statement should be allowed to
be incorporated in the record.
The opportunity to raise a matter of public
importance in the house should also be considered
rather than having to use the current convoluted and
difficult procedure of moving for the adjournment of
the house. It has perhaps passed its use-by date.
Perhaps the house should provide the opportunity
for a matter of public importance to be raised in
another form. It would also make it easier for the
Chair; I would not have to argue about admissibility
with the honourable member for Thomastown!
Perhaps Parliament should set aside an opportunity
to give precedence on a Thursday morning during
government time for the house to debate briefly the
disallowance of a statutory rule, if so recommended
by the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee;
it need not be a lengthy debate.
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A further matter that I think worthy of consideration
is for the three party whips, perhaps in conjunction
with the Leader of the House and the manager of
opposition business, to decide to give precedence to
particular notices of motion, general business listed
on the notice paper. Obviously, some of the notices
currently listed on the notice paper have passed
their use-by date and are now of little relevance.
Other notices to which Parliament should give
precedence are sitting at the back of the notice paper.
Perhaps that suggestion could be amicably
negotiated between the whips for the ultimate
benefit of Parliament.
A Parliament that is not considering change is
probably going backwards. I have looked at all the
parliaments around Australia. By comparison, this
Parliament does not do badly but there are obvious
areas where other parliaments do things better. We
should follow suit.
Mention has been made of the termis court and the
parliamentary dining rooms. I will undertake to take
both those issues to the joint House Committee,
whose responsibility it is to determine the operation
of our catering facilities. An extension of those
facilities would be at a substantial cost to the
parliamentary budget. Those considerations must be
carefully weighed up. A Modgrass tennis court
would suit me well; with lights installed, it could be
used throughout the year. The joint House
Committee is charged with the responsibility for
such matters, and I am happy to take that suggestion
to the committee.
The Premier, the Leader of the OppOSition, the
Deputy Premier and the honourable member for
Thomastown mentioned the work of our
parliamentary officers. I do not wish to slavishly
mention all of them again, except to say that I
entirely agree with the sentiments expressed. Our
parliamentary officers serve us extraordinarily well.
They are bright and attentive to our wishes; all of us
have egos - we wouldn't be here otherwise! I echo
the sentiments already expressed and thank our
parliamentary officers.
The parliamentary security officers did not rate a
mention in comments made by honourable
members, and so I add them to the list. They go
about their business quietly and ensure that
members are not intimidated and are secure. We
owe them our thanks for what they have done
during the year.
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I thank my deputy, who I believe is an excellent
Deputy Speaker. He conducts himself in a manner
which is looked upon by all members as truly
professional and completely unbiased - which
cannot be said of the Chair, of course! I will
withdraw that remark.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - He is a man held in great
esteem by members of this Parliament. When he is in
the chair I know I can absolutely rely on the house
being in good hands.
I also thank the temporary chairmen of committees
from all sides of the Parliament. It seems that when
they get into the top corner of the back bench they
get a bit noisy. One is ignoring my comments at
present; the honourable member for Bentleigh gets a
bit noisy, as does the honourable member for
Doncaster.
Those members serve the Parliament extremely well
and I have an excellent relationship with them. I
thank them for the work they have done in assisting
me and the Deputy Speaker in taking the chair and
helping to run the house, and also for being a source
of wisdom for the newer members and the members
who inquire, 'Why did we do that?' or, 'What was
the point of this?'.
Finally, I echo the sentiments expressed to all
officers of the Parliament. I particularly single out
the Clerks, who have been a great source of advice to
me in the Chair and whose professionalism and
service to all members of the Parliament is above
question. I thank them for all the work they have
done for me in the chair and for all of us in the
Parliament.
I also thank Geoff Westcott, the Serjeant-at-Arms,
who is my executive officer. I suppose the Clerk is
here to keep me out of trouble, but Geoff is also
there to keep me out of trouble. I thank him for his
assistance to me and to all members.
I also thank the long-serving Speaker's orderly - he
has served other Speakers - Mark Smith, for the
polite and gentle service he has given not only to
me, but to all members. He is an absolute gentleman
and extraordinarily polite. I am glad we are not
losing him; he is being promoted to a more senior
position in this place. If anyone cannot remember
the name of his successor, I point out that it is also
Mark - Mark Wicks. That will make it easy when
people ring and ask, 'Is that Mark?'. I also thank my
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executive assistant, Lyn Young, who has assisted me
greatly.
Finally I extend felicitations to all members,
including the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition, and wish them a restful Christmas
break. The Premier made some remark - I could
not quite figure what he was getting at - about
whether I was happy in the job. Sometimes I am not
entirely happy in the job - and sometimes it is his
fault. If he were here I would like to be telling him
that. I have enjoyed the year. It has been challenging,
and I thank members for their cooperation and for
the vigour of debate. This place would be nothing if
we did not have vigour in debate. My responsibility
is to try to keep the lid on it.
As I said, I wish all members a safe and happy
Christmas with their families and friends, and look
forward to seeing all the chickens come home to
roost in the middle of February.

Intergraph: BEST contract
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I ask the
Premier to call an immediate royal commission into
the Intergraph corruption scandal and to stand aside
the Deputy Premier as well as the former Minister
for Health, who is now the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management, until their
roles in the scandal are fully probed. I also ask that
the royal commission probe the current ministers for
police and emergency services, health and the
Treasurer about their roles in the scandal.
The latest Auditor-General's report is a damning
indictment of incompetence, mismanagement,
serious deficiencies in accountability, audit trails and
paperwork. There is a lack of documents, which
disguises what I believe were most probably corrupt
practices in awarding the tender. The
Auditor-General's report points out a number of
deficiencies. One is that while we were being told by
the government that all was well, the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade and Victoria Police were withholding
large amounts of money - in the case of the police
$1.18 million - from Intergraph for
non-achievement of performance targets. That was
despite the fact that the performance target was
continually being lowered to suit Intergraph. No
matter how low it was brought, Intergraph just
could not make the grade.
The commissioning date for the CFA was deferred
five times. There was a serious lack of cooperation
from Intergraph and the private consultants with the
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Auditor-General's investigation. No cost-benefit
analysis justified this government's decision to
outsource the undertaking. However, most
disturbing is the total lack of documentation, which
the Auditor-General refers to, to validate the
decision to appoint Intergraph. One has to ask: how
was the decision made? Was it with a whiteboard?
Was it with a toss of a coin? There has been a bit of
reference to some slides, but there is absolutely
nothing to reveal any detailed and comprehensive
analysis to show why the decision to appoint
Intergraph as the tenderer was the right one.
It is my belief that the government directly
intervened in the decision. In the earlier stages
documents and paperwork existed, but in the final
process the government directly intervened because
it was worried that the whole Intergraph fiasco and
the corruption that took place with the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service would come out. The best way
to ensure that that did not become public knowledge
was to ensure that Intergraph also got the contract
for the Bureau of Emergency Services
Telecommunications.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
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Clayton MP Hong Lim has claimed the state
government has not played fair in its distribution of
school maintenance grants.

He is reported as saying:
I am not disputing the large allocation to one school -

being the Moorabbin Heights Primary Schoolbut it does look like political opportunism when it
serves a marginal Liberal seat while five other schools
in my electorate received no maintenance funding at all.

The reality is that the funding that has been
allocated to the Clayton electorate during the five
years since this government's election is far in excess
of the funding that was allocated under the former
Labor government. It is certainly equal to and
possibly in excess of the amount allocated to schools
in the Bentleigh and Oaldeigh electorates. To suggest
that there has been pork barrelling is absolutely
despicable and unfortunate. The parents in my
electorate believe the comments are vindictive and
politically motivated - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member must ask for some action by the minister.

Moorabbin Heights Primary School
MI5 PEULICH (Bentleigh) - In the absence of
the Minister for Education I refer the Minister for
Youth and Community Services, who is at the table,
to an article published in the Monash Post of
2 December 1997 concerning the recent funding for
refurbishment and maintenance of the Moorabbin
Heights Primary School of $202758 for the 1997-98
financial year.
The funding, which has been sought by the school
for the five years since I have been a member of this
Parliament, is very welcome. I have made numerous
representations on behalf of the school, even though
it is on the border with and technically in the
electorate of Clayton. The school services many
children in both the Bentleigh and Clayton
electorates.
The matter I raise concerns the comments of the
honourable member for Clayton about the
refurbishment, which have caused some angst
among families who have contacted my office. The
article, entitled 'Schools maintenance funding not
fair - MP', says in part:

MI5 PEULICH - Yes, Mr Speaker. They seek the
minister's clarification and assurance that schools
will continue to be funded fairly, based on their
needs rather than on the vindictive and divisive
politics of the honourable member for Clayton and
the ALP.
They have also sought an assurance from me that I
will continue to represent that school, in light of the
blatant confession by the honourable member for
Clayton that he is opposed to and regards as
political opportunism the Moorabbin Heights
Primary School receiving the much-needed funding
for which it has been actively campaigning for a
number of years.
I believe the PRMS system which has been put in
place is a fair system. Most schools believe their own
needs are the greatest, and it is often impossible to
adjudicate on that. Given the circumstances, I would
like the minister to give an assurance that this school
and other schools in the Bentleigh electorate will
continue to be funded fairly.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
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Waverley Park
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I refer
the Premier to his comments to the Age of
25 November concerning Waverley Park. It is
interesting that the Premier has been asked on a
number of occasions, including on 3AW, about wha t
the government believes should happen to Waverley
Park. Unfortunately the Premier has been treating
the issue like a wasp's next - totally avoiding it.
Suddenly we have a Mitcham by-election and he
makes comments.

The Premier said Hawthorn may have a future at
Waverley after the year 2000. This is really the
Premier's attempt to give people in the eastern
suburbs the impression that he is doing something
about it. The Premier is a master at giving the
impression he is doing something when he is not.
We know the Premier says there is not much of a
role for the government in the AFL Park issue, but
we know just as well that there is a strong role for
the government to provide facilities for people in the
eastern and south-eastem suburbs. That is exactly
what Waverley Park does. It is the only AFL venue
south of the Yarra.
The Premier knows there is a groundswell of
opinion for Waverley Park as a result of the Save
Waverley campaign and the petition with more than
13 000 signatures I tabled in Parliament. He knows
there are votes out there and he is trying to give an
impression - in the Herald Sun as well - that he is
doing something about it.
I want the Premier to come into the house and tell us
exactly what he is doing about trying to keep
Waverley.lt is not good enough to say there might
still be football at Waverley Park after 2000. He
needs to ensure that everything possible is done to
keep Waverley Park as an AFL venue for the people
of the eastern and south-eastern suburbs. He knows
members of Parliament in that region and members
of the coalition want AFL Park. Unfortunately, as
with so many things, government members do not
support their constituents as they should.
The Premier should also explain why the
government has failed to respond to a FOI request I
made seeking within 45 days documentation on
exactly what the government has been doing about
Waverley Park. It is certainly an issue about which
the government wants to grab votes.
The Premier has a clear opportunity to come into the
house and explain what he will do, how he will
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approach the AFL, what he has been doing or
whether a secret deal has been struck to close
Waverley Park to the massive disadvantage of AFL
supporters who live in the eastern and south-eastern
suburbs. TItirteen local councils have got together to
support Waverley Park.

Moira Child and Family Support
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I raise a
matter with the Minister for Community Services. It
concerns a system that has been developed by a local
welfare agency, Moira Child and Family Support.
The minister will be familiar with the agency
because he addressed its annual general meeting last
year. The agency acts on its own behalf
independently in providing hostel or home
accommodation for both phYSically and
intellectually disabled young children. In addition a
range of other programs are conducted under its
auspices - Interchange Southern, the Making a
Difference program and the Early Choices program.

Moira has a range of capable and dedicated staff led
by the chief executive officer, Warwick Cavanagh.
By applying his skills he has developed a range of
systems for the benefit of the organisation. He
conceived the idea of a laminated card system so
that the needs of those under the hostel's care can
identify people's physical and wider needs. Interim
carers can thus come up to speed on matters such as
the best dietary patterns, how many times disabled
people should be turned over during the night to
prevent bed sores, medication times, preferred
modes of transport, how best to communicate with
members of the wider public and any other specific
concerns, including those regarding animals, noting
whether they have had unfortunate experiences with
dogs or other animals in the past. The card system
he has developed, which delineates those special
requirements, is capable of wider application in
other domains.
I refer to the experience of a person with a
psychiatric disability. When he was hospitalised he
was treated in a manner he considered to be
inappropriate. He wanted to ensure that he could
communicate with those who apprehended him so
that they understood his problems and he was
treated in a civil manner.
The wider development of this card system could
have potential benefits in a range of community
services where people are unable to communicate
their needs. It is something akin to the case records
patients have at the feet of their hospital beds. The
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chief executive officer was involved in the
organisation of a national conference in Melbourne
recently which addressed health issues in that
domain.

Water industry: privatisation
Mr SAVAGE (Mildura) - In the absence of the
Treasurer I direct a matter to the minister at the
table. I have been advised that a number of senior
officers or CEOs of Yarra Valley Water, City West
Water and South East Water authorities travelled to
the UK in the past four months at the expense in full
or part of the United Kingdom water companies,
North West Water, Yorkshire Water and South West
Water plus the French company that owns Adelaide
Water.
On the basis that there is a lot of nervousness in
remote communities about water privatisation I seek
information from the Treasurer. Although it is not
on the agenda in this term of Parliament the spectre
of privatisation arises after that. I seek an indication
from the Treasurer that the pressure being applied
on country water authorities to sewer remote towns,
which will have an adverse effect on the fabric of
those communities, is not based on a privatisation
concept.

I imagine that if privatisation took place after the
next election foreign companies would face
tremendous problems trying to get communities to
pay for the sewering of towns. It is an expensive and
divisive issue. One example is the community of
Hopetoun in the electorate I represent. Some
670 people live in that community. A recent
population analysis showed that 16 people were
over the age of 65,79 were over the age of 70,
35 were over the age of 80, 73 homes had single
occupants and there were 52 widows and
21 widowers. There were 26 vacant houses and
13 houses were for sale, 10 of which were unfit for
occupation.
If this process is continued on the basis that it is
desirable to clear up the sewering backlog, I point
out that the long-term concept of privatisation will
have a grave impact. I seek from the Treasurer an
undertaking that those trips were not a connected
event and that privatisation is not on the agenda and
being secretly worked on on the basis that it will be
introduced after the next election.

Bushfires: prevention
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - I raise a matter
with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
concerning the approaching fire season, which will
be one of the most extreme we have had for many
years. That is certainly true in the electorate I
represent and I know it applies around the rest of
Victoria.
Recently I had the pleasure of being briefed by the
chief fire officers of the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment and the Country Fire
Authority regarding their predictions for the coming
season. A graph presented by the department
showed the poor rainfall experienced this year
compared with previous years and in 1983 when the
Ash Wednesday fires occurred.
The graph is most alarming because of the lack of
moisture in country and forest areas at the present
time. The El Nino effect is moving through our part
of the world, and in New South Wales a large
number of fires are still burning. I call on the
minister to continue to expand the campaign of fire
prevention and awareness throughout Victoria.
Of great concern is the lack of care taken by many
motorists as they drive around the state. I do a bit of
travelling up and down the freeway between
Melbourne and Ballarat. On that journey alone I
regularly see motorists throwing cigarette butts from
their car windows. They do it out of habit; they do
not necessarily think about it. Last Tuesday I drove
past the Flinders Street railway station. People may
ask what is so different about that. I saw a motorist
throw a cigarette onto the road near the tram stop
without realising the potential danger. If that driver
cast the cigarette onto a country road during the
summer the result could be disastrous.
I ask the minister to give the authorities additional
funding to promote the fire danger which is about
this year. People are still careless and do not worry
too much about the consequences. It is mostly city
and metropolitan people who cause the problem.
The SPEAKER - Order! When I called the
honourable member for Ballarat West I should have
called the honourable member for Essendon. To
correct the balance, the honourable member for
Essendon will have the call now and another
member of the opposition will follow her. We will
then revert to the government side.
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La Trobe University: music school
Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training. I ask that the minister enter
into negotiations and take whatever action is
necessary in association possibly with his federal
colleagues to try to ensure that the school of music at
La Trobe University does not close. Last week it was
suddenly announced, without any prior warning or
consultation, that no students would be enrolled for
1998 and the school would dose in 1999. I will read
some information about the school of music. I am
happy to table this information.
The university has been a leader in the education of
composers for more than 20 years; its emphasis is on
creativity and the integration of contemporary
technology into the creative process and music
research which is unique in this country. Its
graduates are found to be in the forefront of music
broadcasting, the recording industry, music
education at all levels and musical performance in
all genres. While there are other music schools in
other universities, the La Trobe department program
offers a separate type of program and one which is
not available in other institutions in Victoria.
The department has had an intake of about
100 students in the first year of the bachelor of arts
program for some 20 years offering an included
bachelor of music course in 1996 where some
200 students sought the 40 places that are available
each year.

If Victoria wishes to retain its pOSition as the arts
capital of Australia it is important that it provide a
structure for young students to become qualified
and to have the sorts of experiences that enable them
to move into the mainstream of music and arts
activity. 1his action, which will cut off a particularly
important stream in relation to contemporary music,
should be abhorred. We have heard the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training on a number of
occasions speak about what he is doing to improve
the tertiary education possibilities for students in
Victoria. 1bis is one area where there is a real need,
and one area where he can help.
The arts area is seen as a major tourist attraction for
this state as well, so there are strong economic
reasons why this program should go ahead. I would
like the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training
to respond to this matter rather than the minister at
the table. The minister at the table responded to a
question I raised last night for the attention of the
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Minister for the Arts. I want the specialist in this
area to respond to this matter and tell me what
action he will take. I do not want an off-the-cuff
comment from the minister at the table similar to
that which I received last night.

Audrey Brooks Preschool
Mr LANGDON (Ivanhoe) - I ask the Minister
for Education to investigate the possibility of the
Audrey Brooks Preschool moving to the location of
the Bellfield Primary School. I am aware the minister
has been briefed on the matter. I believe he had a
meeting with the City of Banyule. Cr Michael
Peacock was a representative from the Bellfield
Primary School, but I do not believe a representative
of the Audrey Brooks Preschool was present.
The Oty of Banyule has decided that the location of
the Audrey Brooks Preschool on Bell Street, a major
road, is not suitable for the preschool and has
allocated funds in this and the next year's budget to
move the preschool to the Bellfield Primary School,
which is a very pro-active and responsible approach.
However, a hiccup has occurred. The Department of
Education has sought lease arrangements for the
land it wants to build the preschool on. I have heard
figures quoted of between $9000 and $12 000 per
annum; not for a one-off lease but on an annual
basis. This is obviously causing a great deal of
concern to the council, which does not mind
spending $200 000 or $300 000 relocating a preschool
but does not want it to be done under an annual
lease.
I am well aware of the issues involved here because I
am the president of the Audrey Brooks Preschool.
Any move or transfer will not benefit my children
because they have finished attending. However, I
still remain on the committee. I advise the house also
of the excellent work of Cr Michael Peacock in
getting the City of Banyule to allocate funds to the
transfer. I advise the house there is no cost involved
to the state government, except that it has to cancel
the lease arrangement. The City of Banyule has
agreed to build the preschool on the allocated
primary school site - an excellent and innovative
move all should welcome. However, there is that
little hiccup I mentioned earlier. I know the upper
house members of Templestowe Province have been
involved in the process, and I welcome their
cooperation in this matter. I look forward to a
speedy response from the minister. From the
indications I have received this afternoon the
minister is investigating the matter and believes
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there are some anomalies to sort out. I wish him well
in that endeavour.

Hire car licences
Mr ANORIGHETIO (Narracan) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Roads
and Ports in another place concerning a constituent
of mine, Mr Cyril Baxter from Moe in my electorate.
Mr Baxter has applied for a licence to run a hire car
but it appears that he is receiving no joy as a result
of his application. Mr Baxter is an elderly person in
the twilight of his life and has a great love of cars.
He has restored a vintage Jaguar to run as a bridal
car. It is a magnificent-looking car that has been
restored from the ground up. Mr Baxter intends
simply to use the car as a source of income. He has
no other source of income, but to use the car he must
have a licence. Mr Baxter wants to run not only
bridal cars but also tours to special events such as
the races and the theatre for people who want a
special night out. Apart from that, the vehicle will
simply be stored at his home in Moe.
He has done the right thing. He approached all the
other hire companies and taxi companies in the Moe,
Morwell and Traralgon areas. Not only was there no
objection from those operators, except for an
objection from Traralgon, which is a considerable
distance from Moe, but also they wrote letters of
support, which I have seen because Mr Baxter
brought them in to show me.
Mr Baxter's intention is to operate a vintage bridal
car and special tour car, which in no way will
compete with the normal operation of a taxi
operator, but his application was rejected. I call on
the Minister for Roads and Ports to intervene to
ensure that the correct procedure has been followed
so that Mr Baxter has the opportunity to put his case
fully in relation to his business venture.

transport especially because it makes shopping in
the area very difficult. I have received a number of
representations in that regard and I ask the minister
to respond about whether there is anything in the
pipeline to address the issue. The people in the
south-eastern region appear to be disadvantaged
compared with residents living closer to Melbourne.
This is a matter of urgency because of questions
raised by a number of constituents.

Responses
Or NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - The honourable member
for Sandringham raised with me an issue that was
raised with him by the chief executive officer of
Moira Child and Family Support, an agency that has
an excellent track record dealing with people with
disabilities and their families in the Sandringham
area and the southern region. The matter concerns a
card system that would help carers and others
working with people with disabilities to enable them
to have a better understanding of the needs and
wants and likes and dislikes of people with
disabilities so that higher quality care can be
provided, particularly by casual staff.
I will be happy to look at the system. I understand
there are similar systems for diabetics or people who
are allergic to penicillin. They carry bracelets or
identification on them to alert the community and
particularly the medical fraternity about their needs.

Mr LIM (Clayton) - In the absence of the
Minister for Transport I direct the attention of the
Minister for Youth and Community Services to the
current inadequacy of the weekend bus service in
my electorate. I ask whether he has any plan to
remedy the situation, especially in view of the fact
that the government is planning to privatise public
transport facilities.

The honourable member for Bentleigh raised for the
Minister for Education an issue concerning an article
in the Monash Post of 2 December. It related to
comments made by the honourable member for
Clayton. I agree with the honourable member that it
seems strange that the honourable member for
Clayton should criticise the allocation of more than
$202 000 for much-needed maintenance to a school
in his electorate. It is absolutely disgraceful that he
criticised the government for giving money to a
school in his electorate. He is clearly not interested in
the school or the people who attend the school, but it
is fortunate that the school is well served by the
neighbouring honourable members from the
adjoining electorates of Bentleigh, Mordialloc and
Oakleigh and particularly the honourable member
for Springvale, who shows an interest in these sorts
of areas, as well as the upper house members, the
Honourables Maree Luckins and Andrew Brideson.

Currently around Clayton, Mulgrave and Springvale
buses run only on Saturday mornings. That creates a
difficult situation for people who rely on public

The honourable member for Bentleigh asked that the
school's allocation for maintenance funding should
be based fairly on the school's needs. In my

Buses: Clayton weekend services
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experience under this minister and the previous
minister, Don Hayward, schools have been funded
fairly and according to needs in regard to capital
and maintenance funding. The government
inherited a huge backlog in this area because of
10 years of neglect by the former Labor government.
Mr Haermeyer - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the matter raised by the honourable
member for Bentleigh was for the attention of the
Minister for Education. Unless the Minister for
Youth and Community Services is providing a
formal response on the behalf of the minister, which
I am not sure he is, I understand that it has been the
previous practice of Mr Speaker to rule that it is
sufficient for the minister to indicate he has an
understanding of the matter that was brought to his
attention and will pass it on to the relevant minister.
He should not engage in histrionics about the subject
matter raised.
The SPEAKER - Order! I would not have called
the address by the minister histrionics. He is
handling himself in a very mature way, particularly
at this time of the evening on a Thursday night. It is
the practice that the minister at the table passes on
issues to the minister concerned if he is not in a
position to answer the question or to give a response
himself. In some cases, because of their experience,
ministers are able to answer general matters but
when something is specific they pass it on to the
minister for response.
In this case the minister is dealing in generalities in

relation to the matter raised by the honourable
member for Bentleigh. I do not uphold the point of
order.
Or NAPTHINE - In conclusion, the Minister for
Education mentioned last night that the government
is on track in its commitment to spending
$1000 million on capital upgrades of schools
between 1996 and the year 2000. The government
has a proud record in this area and it will continue
to fund schools on the basis of their needs.
The honourable member for Ballarat West raised
with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
the coming fire season. As a member who represents
a rural electorate I am well aware of the very
dangerous fire season we face. Indeed, as Minister
for Youth and Community Services I attended a
recent meeting convened by the Department of
Human Services that brought together local
government and other agencies involved in the
recovery phase after fires so that they could be

Thursday, 4 December 1997

attuned to the particular needs and risks of the
season. I am sure the CFA, DNRE and the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade are also similarly well
prepared. The honourable member asked the
minister to continue the campaign of fire prevention
activities and I am sure the minister will take that on
board. Along with other honourable members, I
urge all individuals to look at their own backyards
and to undertake appropriate local fire prevention
action.
The honourable member for Narracan raised for the
Minister for Roads and Ports a matter concerning a
constituent, Mr Cyril Baxter, who had applied to the
department for a licence to run a hire vehicle. It
appears from the earnest representation of the
honourable member that the matter needs some
direct attention by the minister. I shall pass it on to
him for his attention.
The honourable member for Yan Yean raised a
matter for the Premier and I will pass it on to him. I
am sure the Premier will treat it appropriately as he
would treat any matter raised with the credibility of
issues raised by the honourable member.
The honourable member for Dandenong raised for
the Premier a matter concerning Waverley Park. I
understand it is largely an issue to do with the AFL
which I understand has a broad community interest.
I am sure the Premier will respond to the
honourable member.
The honourable member for Mildura raised for the
Treasurer a matter concerning water authorities
which was similar to a question he raised with the
Deputy Premier yesterday. The Deputy Premier
responded with regard to the issue of possible
privatisation, which I believe addressed that matter.
I will take this opportunity to say that in rural
Victoria the government's announcement of more
than $450 million for capital works for water
authorities across the state to bring water quality up
to World Health Organisation standards and to
ensure that the sewage and waste water disposed of
is environmentally friendly and acceptable has been
well received right throughout rural Victoria. The
government has taken the lead in improving both
water quality and the effluent disposal system.
The honourable member for Essendon raised for the
attention of the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training the decision of the La Trobe University
council to close its school of music. I will pass that
matter on to the minister concerned, although it is
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not directly under his purview. Rather, it is a matter
for the independent university council.

interested parties. I will make sure the minister is
aware of the matter the honourable member raised.

I take this opportunity to thank the honourable
member for Essendon for her comment - I hope I
have remembered it accurately - about Victoria
retaining its position as the arts capital of Australia. I
am pleased the honourable member recognises that
as a result of the leadership of the government and
the Premier, who is also the Minister for the Arts,
Victoria has become the arts capital of Australia. The
government certainly has a proud record of
supporting the arts, and it will ensure that we
remain the arts capital of Australia.

Finally, the honourable member for Clayton raised
for the attention of the Minister for Transport the
weekend bus services in his electorate. The
honourable member needs a bravery award for
raising issues with the Minister for Transport
because the honourable member's track record is not
too good. He has a history of raising issues that are
subsequently proved to be based on inaccurate
information or lacking in research. I trust that in this
case he has done his homework. I am sure the
Minister for Transport will examine the matter and
respond accordingly.

The honourable member for Ivanhoe raised for the
attention of the Minister for Education the Audrey
Brooks Preschool Centre, which is seeking to
relocate to the Bellfield Primary School. He also
referred to discussions that are being held with the
Minister for Education. That is an example of the
effect of the recent legislative changes that have
given parents and families a wider choice in
preschool education where that is beneficial. Again,
the government has shown leadership in the area. I
am sure the Minister for Education will continue his
discussions with the City of Banyule and the other

I take this opportunity to wish all honourable
members and their families all the very best for
Christmas and the New Year.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 8.03 p.m
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Agriculture and Resources: meat regulations
340.

MR CAMERON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture how many
prosecutions there have been for infringements of the regulations governing the
production of meat for human consumption in domestic abattoirs since the Victorian
Government resumed responsibility for domestic meat inspection in 1994.

ANSWER:
There has been one prosecution relating to a domestic abattoir (poultry processing facility)
under the Meat Industry Act 1993.

Agriculture and Resources: bovine tuberculosis
341.

MR CAMERON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture in what month
and in what year bovine tuberculosis was last detected in a domestic abattoir in
Victoria.

ANSWER:
The last cow condemned because of bovine tuberculosis in a domestic abattoir in Victoria was
in August 1985.

Agriculture and Resources: food dye
342.

MR CAMERON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture whether it was
blue crayon, as reported on 6 Apri11997 in the Sunday Herald Sun, or blue food dye, as
reported in the Food Recall Notice published on 7 April 1997, which was found in
sausages recalled by Safeway in Apri11997.

ANSWER:
It was blue crayon found in the sausages recalled by Safeway in April 1997 as reported on
6 April 1997 in the Sunday Herald Sun. Blue crayon is used to mark containers for
traceability purposes. This case involved blue crayon inadvertently falling into the alleged
sausage mix. Once heated, the substance changes into a dye state. The Food Recall Notice
published on 7 April 1997 referred to blue food dye to reassure food consumers that the
substance was not harmful.
These issues are covered under the Food Act 1984 and national Food Standards Code which
are administered by the Department of Human Services.

Agriculture and Resources: food dye
343.

MR CAMERON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture to indicate
why blue crayons or blue food dye was present during the production by Chisholm
Manufacturing of sausages which were subsequently recalled by Safeway in April
1997.
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ANSWER:
Blue crayon was reported found in sausages from Chisholm Manufacturing. The source of
the actual crayon contaminating the raw material received at Chisholm Manufacturing has
been investigated.
Blue crayons were used at Chisholm Manufacturing to mark the outside of product
containers for traceability purposes. It was found that the blue crayon had inadvertently
fallen into the sausage mix.

Agriculture and Resources: food dye
344.

MR CAMERON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture to indicate
why blue crayons or blue food dye are used during the production of meat products.

ANSWER:
In the food processing industry, blue crayons have been used to mark containers for
traceability purposes.
Brilliant blue dye is used to stain pet meat under the Meat Industry Regulations 1994 to
differentiate pet meat from meat for human consumption.
Solubility tests indicate whether meat is for pet consumption as the brilliant blue dye used is
soluble while other blue dye is insoluble.

Agriculture and Resources: meat regulations
345.

MR CAMERON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture to indicate
what procedures are currently in place to ensure that meat which is intended for pet
food is not diverted to human consumption.

ANSWER:
There are a number of requirements under the Meat Industry Act 1993 and Meat Industry
Regulations 1994 and in licence conditions for meat processing facilities licensed by the
Victorian Meat Authority for procedures to ensure that meat intended for pet food is not
diverted for human consumption. These procedures are extensively documented and must
be observed by licensed meat processing facilities during processing, which includes
transport and storage. Procedures are in place for systematic auditing of statutory
requirements and a total of 10,000 audits have been conducted since the Meat Industry Act
1993 was introduced in 1993. In addition, the Victorian Meat Authority has procedures for
random and unannounced inspections.
Procedures for branding, identification, staining, separation, packaging, labeling and
transport of pet food protects the public from pet meat being sold for human consumption.
Being an enforcement agency the Victorian Meat Authority also investigates reports of illegal
activities and prosecutes offenders. In addition, officers authorised under the Food Act 1984
are also empowered to investigate alleged meat substitution activities.

Conservation and Land Management: Werribee toxic waste dump
346.

MS GILLETT - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, whether the Minister will undertake a research project to ensure that, in
the event that the Government allows the Toxic Waste Dump to proceed in Werribee,
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there will be an ongoing monitoring programme to enable the early detection of any
leakage of toxic waste into the ground water in the areas surrounding the proposed
Toxic Waste Dump.
ANSWER:

1.

EPA requires proponents to undertake monitoring programs such as those designed to
detect any indication of leakage from a landfill.

2.

CSR Ltd is preparing an Environmental Effects Statement incorporating a detailed study
of the ground water quality, its movement and the possible effects that the proposed
land fill could have on the ground water.

3.

Should the EPA receive a works approval application for the Werribee landfill, it would
as part of its assessment, examine the adequacy of the proposed ground water monitoring
program.

4.

Any approval for a prescribed waste landfill would be conditional upon the
establishment of extensive groundwater monitoring. Groundwater monitoring would
not only occur during the time waste is placed in the landfill but for many years
afterwards until the EPA is satisfied that monitoring is no longer required.

Conservation and Land Management: Werribee toxic waste dump
347.

MS GILLETI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, what studies are being undertaken into the nature and quality of the
groundwater and aquifers in and around Werribee in order to provide benchmark
information to use in monitoring the impact of any Toxic Waste Dump which may be
established.

ANSWER:

The groundwater quality in the area is well known. The Werribee area has a number of
ground water monitoring bores at industrial plants, agriculture properties and at the Western
Treatment Plant operated by Melbourne Water. MOnitoring has been conducted since 1988 at
the municipal land fill which abuts the proposed landfill. In addition, the proponent has
installed an additional two bores in the proposed landfill site in order to provide more
benchmark information.

Agriculture and Resources: Werribee toxic waste dump
348.

MS GILLETI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Agriculture and Resources,
what investigations or risk assessments have been undertaken into the impact of the
proposed Toxic Waste Dump in Werribee on the marketing of vegetables and other
primary produce grown in Werribee South.

ANSWER:

CSR Ltd is seeking to construct a new land fill and composting facility at West Road,
Werribee. The proposal will require a Works Approval from the Environment Protection
Authority (EPA) and Planning Scheme Amendment by the Minister for Planning and Local
Government.
The normal process for assessing such proposals is being followed. This process includes risk
assessments and public consultation.
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The Minister for Planning and Local Government has required that an Environmental Effects
Statement (EES) be prepared for the proposed landfill site. A consultative committee
composed of representatives of the principal interested parties, including the EPA, local
council, local residents and farmers, Australian Conservation Foundation and VicRoads has
been established to guide the preparation of the EES. The EES will be required to address
environmental, social and economic impacts of the proposed development.
Following preparation of the EES, public comment will be called for and a panel will be
established by the Minister for Planning and Local Government to assess submissions and
make recommendations on the proposal.

Roads and Ports: Werribee toxic waste dump
349.

MS GILLETI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, what
investigations have been undertaken into the impact of the movement of heavy
vehicles, generated by the proposed Toxic Waste Dump in Werribee, on traffic volumes
and movements on Werribee roads including the Geelong - Melbourne Road and the
Maltby By-pass.

ANSWER:
Matters relating to heavy vehicle traffic movements is a portfolio responsibility of the
Minister for Roads and Ports who has provided me with the following answer.
In February 1996 the Minister for Planning and Local Government established a Consultative
Committee of approximately 20 members, including a representative from VicRoads, to assist
CSR Limited in the preparation of an Environment Effects Statement (EES) for the proposal.
The EES has been exhibited and submissions closed on 12 August 1997.

Roads and Ports: Werribee toxic waste dump
350.

MS GILLETI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Planning and Local
Government whether the City of Wyndham will be expected to contribute to the
construction or repair of our road system if it is unable to carry, or is damaged by the
increase in, heavy vehicles should the proposed Toxic Waste Dump in Werribee be
approved by the Government.

ANSWER:
Matters relating to heavy vehicle traffic movements and funding of roads is a portfolio
responsibility of the Minister for Roads and Ports who has provided me with the following
answer.
CSR Limited appointed a consultant to investigate the effect of traffic generated by the
proposal on the road network as part of the preparation of the EES. The consultant assessed
the likely traffic volume to be generated and the travel routes affected to determine the
intersection and road works improvements required to ameliorate the effects of the proposed
facility. VicRoads and other members of the Consultative Committee provided advice to CSR
Limited during these investigations to ensure that all relevant issues were considered.
It is understood that should the proposal proceed a Section 173 Agreement will be required
and will specify that CSR Limited will fund the necessary intersection and road work
improvements. These works should ensure that the traffic generated by the proposal will
cause minimal impact to the road network and that further works will not need to be funded
by VicRoads or Wyndham City Council.
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Conservation and Land Management: Werribee toxic waste dump
352.

MS GILLETT - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Transport, what risk
assessment studies have been undertaken into the transport of large volumes of toxic
waste into the proposed Toxic Waste Dump in Werribee.

ANSWER:
An Environment Effects Statement (EES) which examines the impact of traffic to and from the

prescribed waste landfill proposed for Werribee has been prepared by CSR Ltd. The EES
outlines a contingency plan, that would be further developed if the facility proceeds, to
provide a pre-determined response if a transport accident should occur. The ability of the
emergency services organisations to combat any incident has also been described in the EES.
Prescribed wastes are currently being transported on our roads and the proposed prescribed
waste landfill at Werribee would not lead to additional amounts being transported. CSR Ltd
has given a public commitment that the prescribed wastes would not be transported through
the Werribee township. It is not proposed to use Geelong Road (Princes Highway) through
the urban area of Werribee. All trucks from the north-east of Werribee will use the Maltby
Bypass/Princes Freeway to bypass the town. CSR has even proposed the installation of a
transponder system to monitor compliance with its direction to bypass Werribee township.
A consideration in the siting of any such facility is to balance the need for it to be near where
most of the wastes are generated, thereby reducing the risk of transport accidents, and to
ensure adequate separation from the public.
A panel will be convened to examine the EES. The panel will review the numerous
submissions that have been made, as well as hearing verbal submissions.

Planning and Local Government: Werribee toxic waste dump
354.

MS GILLETT - To ask the Honourable the Treasurer, in the event that CSR are
successful in obtaining permission from the Government to proceed with the Toxic
Waste Dump, will he ensure that compensation is available to Werribee residents
and/ or will residents be able to sue the Government or the proponent if property
values in Werribee fall as a result of the Toxic Waste Dump proceeding or if the health
of residents and their children suffers.

ANSWER:
The Environment Effects Statement for the proposed Western Region Waste Management
facility at Wests Road, Werribee, was on public display for two months.
Until matters relating to the proposal are independently examined by a panel, it is
inappropriate that comments are made that may be seen to prejudge or influence the
independent assessment process. I am not in a position to report or claim matters of fact
based on the exhibited documentation prepared by CSR Ltd. I am aware that CSR Ltd have
tabled a number of studies that may be the subject of debate.

Conservation and Land Management: Crown land users
365.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Conservation and
Land Management, whether she will provide for each of the financial years - (i)
1992-93; (ii) 1993-94; (iii) 1994-95; (iv) 1995-96; and (v) 1996-97 to date - (a) a list of each
sports and recreation user using Crown land; and (b) a listing of the rental charges set
by the Department for each of these users.
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ANSWER:
The information to answer the Honourable Member's question is not readily accessible. The
only way to access the information on sports and recreation users of Crown land and rental
charges set by the Department for each of these users from financial year 1992-93 to date
would be to undertake a manual search of relevant files which are held in departmental and
agency archives (it is estimated that more than 3,000 relevant files exist). The time and
resources required to do this would be excessive and, consistent with past practice, cannot be
justified. The question refers to "users" which is a very wide term and would include both
formal and informal arrangements. However, the Honourable Member may wish to narrow
his enquiry and I will reconsider his request.

Police and Emergency Services: START program
366.

MR PANDAZOPOULOS - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, in relation to the START Program, whether he will provide for
each of the financial years - (i) 1992-93; (ii) 1993-94; (iii) 1994-95; (iv) 1995-96; and
(v) 1996-97 to date - (a) a list of organisations/individuals applying for the Program;
(b) the amount of funding sought in each application; (c) a brief description of
proposals for which funding was sought; and (d) a list of applications which were
successful.

ANSWER:
In relation to the START Program, the answer is as follows:
(i)

Nil - The START Program has not commenced.

(ii) 203 Applications received. 139 Applications successful. See attachment A
(iii) 379 Applications received. 260 Applications successful. See attachment B

(iv) 241 Applications received. 177 Applications successful. See attachment C
(v) 189 Applications received. 129 Applications successful. See attachment D

Individuals are not eligible to apply for START funding.

(Information referred to in answer (215 pages) sent to honourable member and copy tabled in
parliamentary library.)
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Police and Emergency Services: Werribee toxic waste dump
351.

MS GILLETI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, who will pay for the costs of any clean up required following a spill, leakage
or accident involving vehicles transporting toxic material to the proposed Toxic Waste
Dump in Werribee.

ANSWER:
I am informed that the information available in the response to the Honourable Member's
question is:
The owner of the vehicle transporting the hazardous material involved in the incident is
responsible for the costs of any cleanup performed by the CFA or the MFBB following a spill,
leakage or accident (as provided in the relevant legislation).

Health: Werribee toxic waste dump
353.

MS GILLETI - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Youth and Community
Services, for the Honourable the Minister for Health whether the Minister will
undertake a research project to inform the people of Werribee about the health risks to
themselves and their children, if the Toxic Waste Dump is established in Werribee.

ANSWER:
The Environment Protection Authority has referred the works approval application for the
CSR Prescribed Waste Landfill at Werribee to the Department of Human Services for
consideration and comment.
It should be noted that CSR will be undertaking two separate and distinct operations on
adjacent sites. One of those operations will be the prescribed waste landfill and the other will
involve composting a variety of organic waste.
On the basis of the available information the composting operation is unlikely to produce any

emissions, other than odour, that will be above the background levels for the area and
emissions from the land fill will comply with the requirements of the State Environment
Protection Policy (the Air Environment).
The information supplied to the Department of Human Services by the Environment
Protection AuthOrity and CSR Limited does not indicate that there will be any issues of
concern, despite these issues being given a high profile in the media.
However, to ensure that the community is not exposed to any health risks from the
operations of the prescribed waste landfill, or the composting operation, the Department of
Human Services will recommend that the Environment Protection Authority, as a condition
of any works approval, requires the installation of appropriate environmental monitoring
programs. The Department will also recommend that monitoring of the landfill site should
continue after the cessation of operations, until such time as the Environment Protection
Authority is satisfied that the site does not represent any health risk.
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Tuesday, 28 October 1997
Housing: vacancies
355.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what was the
total public housing vacant, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of Kingsbury,
Preston and Reservoir as at 30 April 1997.

ANSWER:
There were 19 vacant units in the Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir areas as at 30 April 1997.

Housing: stock
356.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what was the
total public housing stock held, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of
Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir as at - (i) 31 December 1995; (ii) 31 December 1996
and (iii) 30 April 1997.

ANSWER:

(Refer Attachment A)
ATTACHMENT A
TOTAL PUBLIC HOUSING STOCK BY ACCOMMODATION TYPE
FOR THE SUBURBS OF KINGSBURY, PRESTON & RESERVOIR
Accommodation Type

KINGSBURY
Flat
Medium Density Town House
Medium Density Villa Unit
Movable Unit
Separate House
TOTAL

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12195

2
3
2
3
12

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12196

Number of
Properties as
at 30/4/97

22

2
3
2
3
12
22

2
3
2
3
16
26

112
29
168
34
56
19
20
384
308
1
55
1186

112
29
210
34
67
19
21
384
309
1
7
1193

112
29
210

PRESTON
Bedsit
Dual Occupancy
Flat
Medium Density Cluster
Medium Density Town House
Medium Density Villa Unit
Movable Unit
Semi Detached
Separate house
Terrace Row House
Unclassified

TOTAL

34

67
19
21
384
317
1
8
1202
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Number of
Properties as
at 30/4/97

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12196

Number of
Properties as
at 31112195

Accommodation Type

RESERVOIR
Bedsit
Community Facility
Dual Occupancy
Flat
Medium Density Cluster
Medium Density Town House
Medium Density Villa Unit
Movable Unit
Rooming House
Semi Detached
Separate House
Unclassified
TOTAL

157
1
15
258
26
75
47
40
6
114
643
92
1474

157
1
15
276
35
75
53
43
6
106
648
81
1496

15
288
69
80
62
43
6
106
656
78
1561

TOTAL FOR ALL SUBURBS

2682

2711

2789

157
1

TOTAL PUBLIC HOUSING STOCK SALES
FOR THE SUBURBS OF KINGSBURY, PRESTON & RESERVOIR

1994/95

1995/96

1996/97

Financial Year

Financial Year

Financial Year

0

KINGSBURY
PRESTON
RESERVOIR

0
4
2

0
4
3

17

TOTAL

6

7

21

4

Housing: stock
357.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what was the
total public housing stock sold, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of
Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir in the financial years - (i) 1994-95; (ii) 1995-96; and
(iii) 1996-97 to date.

ANSWER:
(Refer Attachment A)
ATTACHMENT A
TOTAL PUBLIC HOUSING STOCK BY ACCOMMODATION TYPE
FOR THE SUBURBS OF KINGSBURY, PRESTON & RESERVOIR
Accommodation Type

KINGSBURY
Flat
Medium Density Town House
Medium Density Villa Unit
Movable Unit
Separate House
TOTAL

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12195

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12196

2
3
2
3
12

2
3
2
3
12

22

22

Number of
Properties as
at 30/4/97

2
3
2
3
16
26
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Accommodation Type

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12196

Number of
Properties as
at 31/12195

Number of
Properties as
at 30/4/97

PRESTON

TOTAL
RESERVOIR
Bedsit
Community Facility
Dual Occupancy
Flat
Medium Density Cluster
Medium Density Town House
Medium Density Villa Unit
Movable Unit
Rooming House
Sem i Detached
Separate House
Unclassified
TOTAL

112
29
210
34
67
19
21
384
309

1

1

55

7

112
29
210
34
67
19
21
384
317
1
8

1186

1193

1202

157
1
15
258
26
75
47
40
6
114
643
92

157
1
15
276
35
75
53
43
6
106
648
81

157
1
15
288
69
80
62
43
6
106
656
78

1474

1496

1561

26821

2711 1

27891

112
29
168
34
56
19
20
384
308

Bedsit
Dual Occupancy
Flat
Medium Density Cluster
Medium Density Town House
Medium Density Villa Unit
Movable Unit
Semi Detached
Separate house
Terrace Row House
Unclassified

.

TOTAL FOR ALL SUBURBS

TOTAL PUBLIC HOUSING STOCK SALES
FOR THE SUBURBS OF KINGSBURY, PRESTON & RESERVOIR

1994/95

1995/96

Financial Year

Financial Year

1996/97
Financial Year

KINGSBURY
PRESTON
RESERVOIR

0
4
2

0

0

4

4

3

17

TOTAL

6

7

21

Housing: waiting lists
358.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what the total
numbers are on the - (i) ordinary waiting lists; and (ii) priority waiting list for public
housing, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of Kingsbury, Preston and
Reservoir.
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ANSWER:
The Preston District broadbanded waiting list includes the following suburbs: Bundoora,
Epping, Kingsbury, Lalor, Memda, Mill Park, Preston, Regent, Reservoir, South Morang,
Thomastown and Whittlesea.
The number on the ordinary waiting list at 30 September, 1997 is 3,317.
The number on the priority waiting list at 30 September, 1997 is 120.

Housing: evictions
359.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what were the
total number of evictions from public housing in the Preston area office by - (a) single
tenant; and (b) family for the financial years - (i) 1994-95; (ii) 1995-96; and (iii) 1996-97
to date.

ANSWER:
The total number of evictions for the Preston Area Office
(Figures in brackets indicate number of evictions where the tenant was actually present)

Single Tenant
Family Tenant

1994/1995

1995/96

1996/97

N/A
N/A

2 (1)
13 (3)

NIL
7 (1)

Housing: waiting lists
360.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what the current
waiting time is on the - (i) ordinary waiting lists and; (ii) priority waiting list for
public housing, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of Kingsbury, Preston and
Reservoir.

ANSWER:
Current approximate waiting times for the Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir areas are as
follows:

Bedsitl1 bedroom
2 bedroom
3 bedroom
4 bedroom

Wait turn

Priority

8 years
4 years
Greater than 5 years
Greater than 5 years

12 months
6 months
12 months*
18 months

* Priority waiting times, especially for 3 bedroom properties, are greater than the adjacent areas as
there are several redevelopments taking place within the broadbanded area of Kingsbury, Preston and
Reservoir.
Housing: priority
361.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, in respect to
applications to the Preston area office for Priority Housing, how many applications
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were - (a) made; and (b) rejected in the financial years - (z) 1994-95; (ii) 1995-96;
and (iii) 1996-97 to date.
ANSWER:
1994/95

1995/96

1996/97

Priority Applications

370

430

419

Rejected

257

242

207

Housing: construction
362.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what was the
total public housing constructed, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of
Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir in the financial years - (i) 1994-95; (ii) 1995-96; and
(iii) 1996-97 to date.

ANSWER:
(Refer Attachment B)
ATTACHMENT B
Public Housing:
Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir

Type
Family
Older Persons
Su~ported Housing
Youth
Group
RHC's
Youth
Total 1994/95 Unit Handovers
Family
Older Persons
Singles
Youth
Aboriginal
Crisis
Youth
Total 1995/96 Unit Handovers
Family
Older Persons
Aboriginal
Crisis
Total 1996/97 Unit Handovers

Construction
37
65

Spot Purchase
1
4
1
1

1
1

102
22
19

1

9
1
2
1
1
2
1
1

42
54
54
1

109

9

1
1

2

Housing: acquisitions
363.

MR LEIGHTON - To ask the Honourable the Minister for Housing, what was the
total public housing acquired, by type of accommodation, in the suburbs of Kingsbury,
Preston and Reservoir in the financial years - (i) 1994-95; (ii) 1995-96; and (iii) 1996-97
to date.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1684

Tuesday, 28 October 1997

ASSEMBLY

ANSWER:
(Refer Attachment B)
ATTACHMENT B
Public Housing:
Kingsbury, Preston and Reservoir
Type
Fami!y
Older Persons
Supported Housing
Youth
Group
RHC's
Youth
Total 1994/95 Unit Handovers
Family
Older Persons
Singles
Youth
Aboriginal
Crisis
Youth
Total 1995/96 Unit Handovers
Family
Older Persons
Aboriginal
Crisis
Total 1996/97 Unit Handovers

Construction
37
65

Spot Purchase
1

4
1
1
1

102
22
19

1

42
54
54
1
109

1
9
I
2
1
1
2
1
1
9

1
1
2
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BILLS
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 863
Second reading (absolute majority), 1072, 1115, 1123,
1138, 1419, 1526, 1576, 1631
Committee, 1634
Third reading (absolute majority), 1652
Remaining stages, 1653

Alpine Resorts Bill
Appropriation, 25
Withdrawn, 1031
Alpine Resorts (Management) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 800
Second reading, 866, 1101, 1136
Appropriation, 939
Remaining stages, 1137

Appropriation (1997198) Bill
Royal assent, 25

Appropriation (Parliament 1997198) Bill
Royal assent, 25

Associations Incorporation (Amendment) Bill
Appropriation, 25
Second reading, 142, 228
Remaining stages, 231
Royal assent, 701
Audit (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 799
Second reading, 896,910, 1294, 1330, 1341, 1365
Appropriation, 939
Third reading, 1394
Remaining stages, 1395

Building (Further Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25

Business Franchise Fees (Safety Net) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1030
Second reading, 1140, 1552
Appropriation, 1418
Remaining stages, 1557
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(2)
Commonwealth Powers (Family Law-Children)
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 123
Second reading, 188, 375
Remaining stages, 378
Royal assent, 939

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill
Second reading, 26
Remaining stages, 40
Royal assent, 700
Education (Preschools) Bill

Confiscation Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1031
Second reading (absolute majority), 1146, 1564
Appropriation, 1418
Third reading (absolute majority), 1574
Remaining stages, 1574
Constitution (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 864
Second reading (absolute majority), 1069, 1621
Third reading (absolute majority), 1622
Remaining stages, 1622
Constitution (Auditor-General) Bill
Private member's, 76
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill
Second reading, 151, 231
Remaining stages, 232
Royal assent, 700
Crimes (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading (absolute majority), 429, 840, 880,
896,909

Third reading (absolute majority), 909
Remaining stages, 910
Royal assent, 1418
Crimes <Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 122
Second reading (absolute majority), 184,352
Appropriation, 254
Third reading (absolute majority), 375
Remaining stages, 375
Council amendments, 949
Royal assent, 1170
Disability Services and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 124
Second reading, 198, 523, 671
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 675
Royal assent, 1418
Docldands Authority (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 122
Second reading, 181, 615
Remaining stages, 617
Royal assent 1170

Introduction and first reading, 800
Second reading, 864, 1093, 1136
Appropriation, 939
Remaining stages, 1136
Royal assent, 1418
Education (State Schools) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1264
Second reading, 1395, 1591
Remaining stages, 1615
Education (Work Experience) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 122
Second reading, 179,287,345,402
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 418
Royal assent, 939
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 121
Second reading (absolute majority), 175,260
Appropriation, 254
Committee, 276
Third reading (absolute majority), 279
Remaining stages, 279
Royal assent, 701
Electricity Industry (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Electricity Safety Bill
Introduction and first reading, 863
Environment Conservation Council Bill
Royal assent, 25
Epworth Hospital (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1031
Second reading, 1151, 1574
Declared private and treated as public, 1574
Committee, 1576
Remaining stages, 1576
Financial Institutions Legislation (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 123
Second reading, 194, 399
Remaining stages, 399
Royal assent, 939
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Financial Management (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25

Food (Amendment) Bill
Introd uction and first reading, 338
Appropriation, 536
Second reading, 567, 1032
Conruatittee, 1061, 1138
Remaining stages, 1138

Forests (Dunstan Agreement) (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 121
Second reading, 177,283,418
Remaining stages, 418
Royal assent, 939

Friendly Societies (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25

Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading, 449, 949, 1137
Appropriation, 480
Third reading, 1137
Remaining stages, 1138

Gas Industry (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 802
Second reading, 873,1202
Appropriation, 939
Remaining stages, 1218

Gas Safety Bill
Introduction and first reading, 801
Second reading, 872, 1199
Appropriation, 939
Remaining stages, 1202

Geelong Performing Arts Centre Trust (Amendment)
Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading, 428, 613
Remaining stages, 615
Royal assent, 1170

Guardianship and Administration Board
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1265
Second reading, 1397

Health Services (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 124
Second reading, 201, 668
Remaining stages, 671
Royal assent, 1418

Health Services (St Andrews Hospital) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 802
Second reading, 876, 1218
Appropriation, 939
Conruatittee, 1221
Remaining stages, 1221
Royal assent, 1418

Hire-Purchase (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 124
Second reading, 195,486,677
Remaining stages, 677
Royal assent, 1418

Infertility Treatment (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Introduction Agents Bill
Appropriation, 25
Second reading, 126, 228
Remaining stages, 228
Council amendments, 1172
Royal assent, 1418

Land (Reservations and Other Matters) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 864
Second reading, 1070, 1545
Appropriation, 1418
Remaining stages, 1552

Land Tax (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1030
Second reading, 1144, 1557
Appropriation, 1418
Remaining stages, 1564
Law and Justice Legislation Amendment Bill

Royal assent, 25
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)

Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading, 437, 821
Appropriation, 480
Remaining stages, 840
Royal assent, 1418

Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 566
Second reading (absolute majority), 679,1109,1137
Third reading (absolute majority), 1137
Remaining stages, 1137
Council amendments (absolute majority), 1630

Litter (Further Amendment) Bill
Private member's, 1231
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(4)
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Local Government (Further Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 24
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 122
Second reading (absolute majority), 182, 625, 632,675
Third reading (absolute majority),676
Remaining stages, 677
Royal assent, 1418
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
(Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Bill
Appropriation, 25
Second reading, 146, 231
Remaining stages, 231
Royal assent, 701
Melbourne City Link (Further Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25

Podiatrists Registration Bill
Introd uctioo and first reading, 125
Second reading (absolute majority), 202, 971
Appropriation, 254
Committee, 982
Third reading (absolute majority), 983
Remaining stages, 984
Royal assent, 1418
Port Services (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 121
Second reading, 178,280,445
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 445
Royal assent, 939
Project Development and Construction Management
(Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Prostitution Control (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill

Melbourne Lands (Yarra River North Bank) Bill

Introduction and first reading, 1030

Royal assent, 24
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (Amendment)
Bill
Introduction and first reading, 125
Second reading, 203,666
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 668
Royal assent, 1170
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 124
Second reading, 338, 728
Appropriation, 480
Committee, 744
Remaining stages, 744
Royal assent, 1418

Introduction and first reading, 801
Second reading, 915, 1265
Appropriation, 939
Remaining stages, 1282
Residential Tenancies Bill
Introd uction and first reading, 800
Second reading, 869, 1176
Appropriation, 939
Committee, 1198
Remaining stages, 1199
Retail Tenancies (Amendment) Bill
Private member's, 398
Road Safety (Disclosure of Information) Bill
Royal assent, 24

Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus No. 3) Bill
Royal assent, 25
National Electricity (Victoria) Bill
Royal assent, 24
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 566
Second reading, 678, 984
Appropriation, 701
Committee, 1031
Third reading, 1032
Remaining stages, 1032

Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill
Introduction and first reading, 121
Second reading, 174,338,400
Remaining stages, 402
Royal assent, 939
St Andrews Foundation Bill
Introduction and first reading, 800
Second reading, 868, 1175
Declared private and treated as public, 1175
Remaining stages, 1175
Royal assent, 1418
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Sentencing (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 123
Second reading, 190,378,418,428
Appropriation, 254
Committee, 428, 445
Remaining stages, 445
Royal assent, 1170
Sentencing and Other Acts (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Shop Trading Reform Act (Amendment) Bill
Private member's, 1093
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill
Second reading, 172, 1622
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 1630

Unclaimed Moneys (Superannuation Benefits) Bill
Royal assent, 25
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 125
Second reading, 205, 596
Concurrent debate, 536
Committee, 612
Remaining stages, 613
Royal assent, 1171
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 126
Second reading, 208, 596
Appropriation, 254
Concurrent debate, 536
Committee, 613
Remaining stages, 613
Royalassen~ 1418

State Taxation Acts (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 24
State Taxation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading, 447, 876
Appropriation, 480
Remaining stages, 880
Royal assent, 1418

Urban Land Corporation Bill
Introduction and first reading, 122
Second reading, 180, 655
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 666
Royal assent, 1171
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1526
Second reading, 1654
Veterinary Practice Bill

Superannuation Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment)
Bill
Royal assent, 25
Taxation Administration Bill
Royal assent, 25
Transport Accident (Pedal Cyclists) Bill
Private member's, 172
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading (absolute majority), 443, 446, 704
Appropriation, 480
Third reading (absolute majority), 728
Remaining stages, 728
Council amendments (absolute majority), 1630
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 566
Second reading, 681, 1093
Appropriation, 701
Remaining stages, 1093

Appropriation, 25
Second reading (absolute majority), 40, 214
Third reading (absolute majority), 228
Remaining stages, 228
Royal assent, 701
Victims of Crime Assistance (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 25
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 125
Second reading, 204, 569
Appropriation, 254
Remaining stages, 596
Clerk's amendment, 1093
Royal assent, 1418
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 801
Second reading (absolute majority), 916,1282
Appropriation, 939
Third reading (absolute majority), 1294
Remaining stages, 1294
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Wildlife (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 124
Second reading, 196,496,677
Remaining stages, 678
Royal assent, 1418
Wills Bill
Introduction and first reading, 337
Second reading, 433, 802
Committee, 820
Remaining stages, 821
Royal assent, 1418

Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1282
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1198
University Acts (Further Amendment> Bill, 612
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 948
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 666
Veterinary Practice Bill, 226, 228
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 596
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1293

DIVISIONS
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 504, 522, 523
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
AmendDnent) Bill, 863, 1139,1140,1634,1648,1649,
1652, 1653
Alpine Resorts (Management) Bill, 1136
Audit (AmendDnent) Bill, 914, 915, 1394
Auditor-General: independence, 1017
Business of the house, 260, 469, 470, 485
Confiscation Bill, 1573
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 231
Crimes (AmendDnent) Bill, 909
Doddands Authority (AmendDnent) Bill, 616
Education (Preschools) Bill, 1136
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1614
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
AmendDnent) Bill,279

PETITIONS
Auditor-General: independence, 76, 171,397,1590
Australian bass and estuary perch, 307
Barwon Disability Resource Council, 252
Bendigo: entertainment venues, 535
Building industry: codes of conduct, 1329
Bunyip-Tarago main water race, 251
Children: sexual assault, 397
Colac health care services, 1415, 1590
Disability Resources and Services Inc., 19
Disability Resources Centre, 251
Disability services: accommodation support, 1590
Disability services: funding, 251, 478

Food (Amendment) Bill, 1062

Disability services: Grampians, 251

Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous AmendDnent) Bill, 1137

Drugs: heroin program, 19

Gas Industry (Further AmendDnent) Bill, 1217

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Act, 397

Hire-Purchase (Further Amendment) Bill, 677

FI8 freeway reservation, 20

Land (Reservations and Other Matters) Bill, 1551

Gaming: machines, 76

Land Tax (AmendDnent) Bill, 1564

Gas industry: privatisation, 76

Law and Justice Legislation (Further AmendDnent)
Bill,443

Marine and coastal special investigation, 75

Local Government (Miscellaneous AmendDnent) Bill
676
'

Midland Highway: Guildford bypass, 75
Moe and surrounding districts, 20

Naming and suspension of members, 797, 798

Monterey Secondary College, 19

Nursing homes: annual fees, 1515

Morwell: general practitioners, 251

Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 985,
1032

Mulgrave Freeway: noise barriers, 19

Podiatrists Registration Bill, 983

National Gallery water wall, 19, 171,997
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Natural gas: Bellarine Peninsula, 697

Leanne Power Pty Ltd, 1653

Roads: traffic management, 535

Mildura Rural City Council, 1591

StAJbans:drugsquads,535

National Road Transport Commission, 479

School buses: Ballarat, 1589

Parliamentary departments

Schools: integration aides, 20
Sexual discrimination, 171
Tullamarine Freeway: noise barriers, 397

Legislative Assembly, Department of the, 755
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, Department of, 755
Parliamentary Ltbrary, Department of the, 755
Parliamentary Services, Department of, 755

Upper Yarn Valley: natural gas, 75

Presiding Officers, 1591

Veterinarians: standards, 625

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Voluntary euthanasia, 535
Water. charges, 75
Waverley Park, 20, 397
Williamstown Road: City Link, 697
Williamstown Road: traffic reduction, 75

Annual report, 698
Budget estimates, 1495
Outstanding fines and unexecuted warrants, 171

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 21, 252, 479, 697,937,1169,1416
Suicide Prevention Task Force, 1416

Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1329
Workcover.dhanges,997,1169,1589
X-rated material, 20
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Aboriginal and Tones Strait Islander children
Bringing them home, 1231

Apology to Aboriginal people, 107

Aboriginal deaths in custody, 1495

Cyclists: accident compensation, 172

Auditor-General's reports

Disagreement with Speaker's ruling, 308

Response by Minister for Finance, 1495

Auditor-General: independence, 77, 998

Nursing homes: annual fees, 1495

BLF Custodian, 40, 1416

Planning: government intervention, 1231

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee

Police: protective security intelligence group, 250

Drug reform strategy, 1416
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Ballast water, 535

Premier: conduct, 254, 307, 308
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 172
Rural Victoria: economic initiatives, 308

Family and Community Development Committee
Positive ageing, 1416

Rural Victoria: government policies, 536
State sporting facilities, 1515

Federal-State Relations Committee
International treaty making, 479

Tertiary education: credit transfers, 1018
Unemployment: rates, 25

Health Services Commissioner, 1495
Law Reform Committee

Jury service, 1591
Regulatory efficiency legislation, 861
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SUBJECTS

[q =question without notice]
A
Aboriginal deaths in custody
Report, 1495
Aborigines
Apology motion, 107
Bringing them home report, 107, 1231, q 1359
Health policy, 1402, 1405
Heritage sites, q 934
Koori Open Door Education, q 214
Native title claims, q 1118
Adoption
County Court orders, 618, 624
Services review, q 650
Aged care

Positive ageing, 1416
(See also Nursing homes)

Performance audits, q 1358
Reports: response by Minister for Finance, 1495
Australian bass, 307
Australian Education Union
Industrial action, q 1027
Australian Labor Party
Federal member for Isaacs, 758
Policies, 758, 790
Recruitment pamphlet, 1155, 1158
Automatic ticketing (See Public transport)

B
Ballarat, City of
Avenue of Honour, 987, 995
Begonia Festival, 1486, 1492
CFAworkshop, q 244
School buses, 1589
Banks
Financial institutions duty, 161, 170

Agriculture
Exports, q 652
Royal Agricultural Society showgrounds, 683, 687
Aidonia treasure exhibition, q 1258

Barwon Disability Resource Council, 252
Barwon Prison
Security,388,394
Staff, 1486, 1491

Ambulance services
Crews, q 929, q 935
New vehicle design, 387, 396
(See also Intergraph and Metropolitan Ambulance
Service)
Ancient Modes Pty Ltd, 299, 304
Annual financial statement, 1996-97, 701
Anthrax
Northern Victoria, q 694
Arts
Aidonia treasure exhibition, q 1258
Arts Centre administration, 1580, 1586
Serrano exhibition, 236, 237, 525, 533

Barwon Water
Supply, 1400, 1405
Bay Road-Reserve Road intersection, Sandringham
Traffic delays, 525, 529
Bellarine Peninsula
Coal ash, 1323, 1326
Natural gas, 697
Bendigo, City of Greater
Entertainment venues, 535
Berendale special school, q 934
Blackwood Panels, 849, 859

Ashes, the
Commemorative cricket match, 1154, 1159

BLFCustodian
Reports, 40, 1416

Aubrey Brooks Preschool, 1666, 1669
Audit (Amendment) Bill

Drafting, q 1359
(See also BILLS)
Auditor-General
Independence, 76, 77, 171, 397, q 689, q 691, q 930,
998, q 1025, q 1026, q 1161, q 1164, q 1165, 1590

Boronia fire brigade, 236,239
Breast cancer, q 102
Bridges
Latrobe River, 315
River~urray,296,300,

Thomson River, 317

1578, 1582
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Bringing them home, 107, 1231, q 1359

Christmas felicitations, 1655

Budget

City Link

1996-97 outcomes, q 474
Building Control Commission
Statistics, q 565

Moonee Valley, 297, 304
Transponders, q 1027
Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, 697
(See also Roads)
Coastal strategy, q 1360

Building industry
Codes of conduct, 1329
Performance, q 1413
Statistics, q 104
(See also Housing)

Cochrane, Or Stanley, Memorial Kindergarten, 1153,
1157
Colac

Bunyip-Tarago main water race, 251
Buses

Arts and cultural centre, 161, 164
Health care services, 1415, 1590
Coliban Water

Clayton weekend services, 1667, 1669
Rowville-Glen Waverley, 295, 300
(See also Public transport, Rail, School buses and
Taxis)
Bushfire Blitz program, q 1163
Bushfires

Water and sewerage agreements, 162, 168
Condolences
Norman, Hon. Leslie George, 1
Cooper Street, Epping
~plication,528,529

Fire Awareness Week, q 695
Prevention, 87,234,240, 1085,1089,q1522,1665, 1668
Suppression services, 746, 753

Business of the house (See Parliament)

c
Campbells Creek Primary School, 848, 859
Cancer
Breast cancer, q 102
Drug funding, q 104

Coopers and Lybrand
Audit (Amendment) Bill, q 1359
Correctional services (See Prisons and individual
correctional centre and prison names)
Country Fire Authority
Ballarat workshop, q 244
Boronia brigade, 236, 239
Vehicle manufacturing operations, q 244
Workcover, q 1028, q 1029
County Court

Cars
Emission reduction, q 894
Green Fleet, q 335
Htirecarlicences, 166~ 1668
Censorship
X-rated material, 20

Adoption orders, 618, 624
Courts
Crown witness allowances, 160, 170
Delays, 1086, 1091
Intervention orders, 68, 72
Sexual assault victim records, 388, 395
(See also Magistrates Court)

Charcoal burning
Echuca, 620, 624

Crime
Victim assistance, 850, 857, q 1363

Chelsea commemorative clock, 619,624
Child protection services
Worker retention, q 1121
Children
Sexual assault, 397
Somers camp, 745, 749
Television inquiry, q 210
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Crown Casino
Government authority shares, q 695, q 1119
Licence conditions, q 693, q 694
Tax cuts, q 246
Workcover Authority shares, q 696
(See also Gaming)
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Drugs

Crown witnesses
Allowances, 160, 170
Culgoa Preschool, 294, 304
Cyclists
Accident compensation, 172

D
Dairy industry
Investment, 550
Research, 550
Dandenong, City of Greater
Administration, 1224, 1229
Public sector services, 684, 688

Drugs and driving, q 1122
Freeza program, q 245
Heroin
detoxification program, 19, 95
overdoses, 95
st Albans, 535
Turning the Tide program, q 102
Victorian Law Enforcement Drug Fund, q 1028
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
Drug reform strategy report, 1416
Membership, 25
Drysdale
Miniature rail project, 1153, 1157

E

Dandenong Ranges National Park, 524, 528
Dangerous dogs
By-laws, 686, 688
Debt reduction, q 930
Derrimut Heath Primary School, 1401, 1406
Diamond Creek Primary School, 1403, 1406
Disability Resources and Services Inc., 19
Disability Resources Centre, 251

East Gippsland (See Gippsland)
Eastern Freeway
Extension, q 1260
Eastern suburbs
Water rates, 295, 302
Echuca
Charcoal burning market, 620, 624
Renal dialysis, 1488, 1493

Disability services
Accommodation support, 1590
Disabled students, 770, q 1523
Facilities for the deaf, 66, 71
Funding, 251, 478
Grampians, 251
Guardianship and Administration Board, q 654
Integration aides, 20,770
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 66, 67, 68, 69,
70,73, q 1361
Rural programs, 323
Special schools, 770, q 934
Distinguished visitors (See Parliament)
Doctors
ifungerstrike, 1487,1492
Morwell, 251
Rural Victoria, 1487, 1492
Donburn Primary School, 920, 926
Dromana Secondary College, 1401, 1407
Drought
Gippsland,79,loo

Echuca and Moama Search and Rescue Squad, 1084,
1089
Education
Industrial action, q 1027
Koori Open Door Education, q 214
Literacy
funding, 234, 240
skills, q 5
Migrant entry visas, 298, 305
Regional, 311
Rural Victoria, 541
Standards, 771, 773
(See also Schools and colleges, Students, T AFE and
Tertiary education and training)
Electrical Trades Union
Industrial action, q 1409
Electricity industry
Capacity, q 1360
National market, q 653
Portland smelter contract, q 211
Reform, 548
Eltham Primary School, 69, 71
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Firearms

Employment
Latrobe Valley, q 1025
Youth initiative, q 795
(See also Unemployment)

Buyback, q 478
Collection, 235,239
Licence applications, q 105, 848, 854
Motion picture industry, 683, 687

Environment
Ballast water report, 535
Blackwood Panels, 849, 859
Coastal strategy, q 1360
Green Fleet, q 335
Marine and coastal special investigation, 75
Vehicle emissions, q 894
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Ballast water report, 535
Membership, 25

Firefighting services
Equipment manufacturers, 684, 687
Funding, q 1411
Workcover, q 1028, q 1029, q 1521
Fishing industry
Australian bass, 307
Estuary perch, 307
Floods
Mitigation programs, 552

ERG (See Public transport)
Food industry

Essendon Airport

Hygiene standards, q 330
Investment, 549
Research, 549

Sale, 163, 165
Essendon hospital, 102
Estuary perch, 307

Food Safety Victoria, q 330

Ethnic affairs (See Multicultural affairs)

Forest industry

Euthanasia, 535
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Act
Section 12, 397

F

Charcoal burning, Echuca, 620, 624
East Gippsland
regional agreement, 323
residual wood, q 476
Frankston
Vicroads land, 295, 300

F18 freeway reservation, 20

Freeways (See Roads and individual freeway names)
Fair trading
Ancient Modes Pty Ltd, 299, 304

Fulham Correctional Centre
Sectuity, 1087, 1089

Family and Community Development Committee

G

Positive ageing report, 1416
Family services
Good Shepherd Youth and Family Service, 745, 753
Moira Child and Family Support, 1664, 1667
Parentline program, q 1029
Telephone co1.UlSel1ing, 1085, 1090
User charges, q 476
(See also Disability services)
Farm machinery, 618, 622
Federal-State Relations Committee
International treaty-making report, 479
Financial institutions duty, 161, 170
Fire (See Bushfires)
Fire Awareness Week, q 695

Gaming
Machines, 76, q 1165, q 1166
West Heidelberg site, 1322, 1325
(See also Crown Casino)
Gas industry
Privatisation, 76
(See also Natural gas)
Geelong Hospital
Physiotherapy services, 1579, 1585
Gippsland
Drought, 79,100
Irrigators, 748, 753, q 893
National parks, 324
Rail line, 989, 993
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Regional forest agreement, 323
Residual wood, q 476
Tourism, 324
Water industry, q 893
Gippsland Base Hospital, 318
Glen Era, City of
Rate arrears, 235, 241
Good Neighbour program, 326
Good Shepherd Youth and Family Service, 745,753
Goulburn Ovens Institute of T AFE, 67, 71
Green Fleet, q 335
Greenvale secondary college, 1320, 1326

Housing
Common equity rental cooperative program, 1322,
1326
Contracts, 233, 241, 298, 301
Demolition order, 236, 241
Home opportunity loans scheme, 851, 858
Inner city, q 247
LCL and Associates, 233, 241, 298, 301
Moonee Ponds, q 1415
New technology, 924
Prahran, 1400, 1405
Programs, q 249
Supportive Housing Advocacy and Care, 1222, 1229
Wailing list, 922, 924
(See also Building industry)
Hume Freeway
}\lbury-Wodonga bypass, 749, 754

Grievances 25, 77, 755, 773
Guardianship and Administration Board, q 654

Huntington's disease
Government assistance, q 1524

Guns (See Firearms)

H
Industrial relations

Hansard
}\ccuracy, 120, 1589, 1615

Lndustrial action, q 1027,q 1409
Waterfront mercenaries, q 1615
(See also Workcover)

Health
Breast cancer, q 102
Kyabram psychiatric services, 921, 926
Maternal and child health survey, q 655
Network changes, 620, 623
Regional funding, 544
Rural
careers, 321
doctors, 1487, 1492
services, 318, 557
Transport assistance scheme, 526, 534
Health Services Commissioner
Report, 1495
Herman Research Laboratory, q 331, q 894
Heroin (See Drugs)

Information technology
Government initiatives, q 651
Tabcorp computer system, 923, 925
(See also Multimedia)
Interact multimedia conference, 763
Intergraph
BEST contract, 788, q 1618, 1662, 1668
(See also Ambulance services and Metropolitan
Ambulance Service)
Intervention orders, 68, 72
Investment
Dairy industry, 550
Food industry, 549
Rural Victoria, q 15, 308, 545, 547, q 561, q 936
Wool industry, 550

Highways (See Roads and individual highway names)

K

Hire cars
Licences, 1667, 1668
Hong Kong
Premier's visit, q 650
Hospitals (See individual hospital names)

Kalejs, Konrad, 89
Kindergartens (See Preschools)
Koondrook Preschool, 294, 304
Kooris (See Aborigines)
Kyabram
Community centre, 1226, 1230
Psychiatric services, 921, 926
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Media
Privacy laws, 91

La Trobe University
Melbourne, City of

Music school, 1666, 1668
Land Conservation Council

Inner city housing, q 247
Studentacconrrnnodation, 159, 165

Marine and coastal special investigation, 75
Melbourne, port of
Landcare, 326

Reform, 93, 544

Latrobe Valley

Melbourne Water

Employment, q 1025

Gippsland irrigators, 748, 753, q 893
Property damage, 619, 622

Laverton
Princes Freeway noise barriers, 617, 624
Law Reform Committee

Jury service report, 1591
Regulatory efficiency legislation report, 861
LCL and Associates, 233, 241, 298, 301
Leanne Power Pty Ltd

Members
Broadmeadows (Leader of the Opposition)
naming, 694
naming and suspension, 797
Frankston East inducements, q 1258
Mitcham: resignation, 929
Niddrie: travel expenses, q 1619,1655
Sunshine: naming and suspension, 798

Report, 1653
Mental health (See Disability services)
Legislative Assembly, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Literacy

Mentone Body Corporate Management, 70, 72, 685,
688
Mentone Girls Secondary College, 922, 926

Funding, 234, 240
Skills, q 5

Metropolitan Ambulance Service
Outsourcing, q 931
(See also Ambulance services and Intergraph)

Local government

Dangerous dogs, 686, 688
Mayoral allowances, q 893, 988, 995
Preschools, 294, 304
Purchasing, 1226, 1229
Rate capping, q 17
Refonn, 551
Superannuation, q 332, 386, 392, q 1120
(See also Planning and individual city and shire
council names)

Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 748, 752
Midland Highway
Guildford bypass, 75
Sebastopol traffic lights, 1154, 1159
Mildura, Rural City of
Financial management, 85, q 212
Report, 1591

Lome
Sewage treatment, 919, 926
Lovely Banks primary school, 77
Lower Plenty Road, Rosanna
VVidening, 1087, 1090

M

Ministers
Housing: alleged conflict of interest, q 1168
Tertiary education and training: absence, 795
Transport absence, 1117
Treasurer: absence, 3, 1164
(See also Premier)
Mitcham
Electoral material, 1486, 1492

Magistrates Court
Cultural awareness programs, q 333
(See also Courts)
Maternal and child health
Survey, q 655

Mitcham Primary School, 986, 991
Moe
Development support, 20
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Moira Child and Family Support, 1664, 1667
Monterey Secondary College, 19

National Parks Advisory Council
Report, 990, 995
National Road Transport Commission

Moonee Valley, City of

1996-97 report, 479

City link, 297, 304

Native title, q 1118
Moorabbin Airport
Native wildlife

Sale, 986, 991

Endangered species, 786
Moorabbin Heights Primary School, 1663, 1667

Natural gas
Bellarine Peninsula, 697, 851, 856
[)arnuxn, 1321, 1325
Upper Yarra Valley, 75
(See also Gas industry)

Momington Peninsula

Tea-trees, 384, 392
Morwell
General practitioners, 251

Nazi war criminal, 89
Neighbourhood houses

Motion picture industry

Fireanns, 683, 687

Confidentiality clauses, 1402, 1405
Nillumbik. Shire of

Mulgrave Freeway

Watsons Creek land, 852, 854

Noise barriers, 19

Norman, the late Hon. Leslie George, 1
Mullauna Secondary College, 1221, 1227
North Melbourne Football Oub Social Club, 747, 754
Multicultural affairs
Court cultural awareness program, q 333

Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE, 617, 621
Northern suburbs

Multimedia
Developments, 762
Interact conference, 763
(See also Information technology)

Public transport, 83
Representation, 83
Nursing homes
Annual fees, q 1362, q 1414, 1495, q 1617
(See also Aged care)

Murray-Darling Basin
VVaternruanagement,234,240

o
N
Office of Housing (See Housing)
Naltrexone
Trials,96
National Centre for Vocational Education and
Research, q 477
National Crime Authority, q 332, q 1120, 1154, 1158

Olympic Games, 2000
Organisation, 767
Soccer, 1225,1230, 1488, 1491
Ombudsman
Maryborough police, q 1525

National Electricity Market Management Company,
q653

One Nation

National Gallery of Victoria

Onelink (See Public transport)

Renovation, 1323, 1328
VVater wall, 19, 171,997

Party preferences, q 474

Opperman, Sir Hubert
Rochester museuxn, 162, 170

National Motor Vehicle Theft Task Force, q 931
National parks
Commercial development, 324
Gippsland, 324
(See also individual national park names)

Opposition, Leader of the
Absence, 471
Naming, 694
Naming and suspension, 797
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Opposition, the (See Australian Labor Party)
Orient Overseas Container Line, 93, q 106

p
Parliament
Business of the house
adjournment, 625, 863, 1330, 1591
divisions, 18
grievances, 25
postponement, 452
program, 25,255,480,632, 704,939, 1171, 1418
Distinguished visitors, 243, 471, 650, 773, 872, 1025,
1117,1161,1257,1341,1358,1615
Legislative Assembly report, 755
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, report, 755
Parliamentary Library report, 755
Parliamentary Services report, 755
Presiding Officers report, 1591

Protective security intelligence group, q 248, q 249,
250,385,387,389,394, q 422
St Albans drug squads, 535
Stations
Cobram, 1088, 1089
Newstead, 1084, 1089
Rosanna,1223,l230
Pollution (See Environment)
Port Phillip Bay
VVaterquality, 1485, 1489
Port Phillip Prison
Security, 1155, 1159
Port Welshpool
Tasmanian ferry service, 329
Portland smelter
Electricity supply contract, q 211

Parliamentary committees (See individual committee
names)
Parliamentary Debates, Victorian, Department of (See
Parliament)
Parliamentary Library, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Parliamentary secretaries
Planning and Local Government, 232, 241, q 564,
q 651, 697, 760

Ports
VVaterfront mercenaries, q 1615
(See also individual port names)
Powemet Victoria
Sale, q 471
(See also Electricity industry)
Prahran
Priority housing, 1400, 1405

Parliamentary Services, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Pascoe Vale South Primary School, 849, 854
Peninsula Institute of T AFE, 527, 530
Pervasive development disorder, 1404, 1406
Piangil Preschool, 294, 304
Planning
189 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1222, 1228
Government intervention, 1231
megal business operation, 849, 859
Kooyong and Cabrini projects, 1223, 1228
Pride of Place program, q 333
Staged Developments Australia, 1222, 1228
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan, 625, 944,1330
Point Lonsdale Surf Lifesaving Club, 524, 529
Point Nepean

Premier
Absence, 471
Conduct, 254, 307, 308
Credit card, q 1259, q 1261
Defamation proceedings, 97
Hong Kong visit, q 650
Pecuniary interests, q 330
(See also Members and Ministers)
Preschools
Culgoa, 294, 304
Funding, 81, 294, 304, 989, 994
Integration aides, q 1413, 1485, 1492
Koondrook, 294, 304
Piangit 294, 304
(See also individual kindergarten and preschool
names)
Presiding Officers (See Parliament)
Preston Football Club, 853, 859

Army land, 1086, 1088
Pride of Place
Police
Disciplinary procedures, 921, 926
Maryborough: Ombudsman's report, q 1525
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Design and heritage program, q 333
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Princes Freeway
Geelong-Melboume corridor, 161, 166
Laverton noise barriers, 617, 624
Prisons

Administration, 748, 752
~ty,388,394,682,686,

1155, 1159

(See also individual correctional centre and prison

names)

Stations
Flinders Street, q 107
South Yarra, 163, 166
Wangaratta,621,624
Strike, q 892
Ticket confiscation, 1226, 1229
Upfield line, 83
(See also Buses, Public transport and VlLine)
Retail tenancies

Privacy

Working party report, 988, 995

Media, 91
Proceed adult education centre, 1403, 1406
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 66, 67, 68, 69,

70, 73, q 1361
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Annual report, 698
Budget estimates report, 1495
Outstanding fines and unexecuted warrants report,

171

Road safety

Drugs and driving, q 1122
Road toll, 388, 395
Roads
Better Roads program, 316
Country,315
Traffic management, 535
(See also City Link and individual freeway, highway
and road names)

Public sector
Oandenong services, 684, 688
Debt reduction, q 930
Public transport

Rochester
Sir Hubert Opperman museum, 162, 170
Royal Agricultural Society

ALP policies, 790
Automatic ticketing, q 105, 172, q 209, q 211, q 213,
385,389, q 426, q 477,526,530,685,688,774, q 932,
q 933, q 1121, 1156, 1159
Fare review, q 1617
Northern suburbs, 83
Patient transport assistance scheme, 526, 534
Privatisation, 1086, 1090
Western suburbs, 83
(See also Buses, Rail and School buses)
Public Transport Corporation
Maintenance, 1321, 1328

Q
Queen Victoria Women's Centre, q 250

R
Rail
Crossing warnings, 990, 992
Fare zones, 1224, 1229, 1577, 1582
Lines
Gippsland, 989, 993
Sunbury,233,241
National reform, q 1167
Revenue protection officers, 1401, 1407
Rural Victoria, 543

Showgrounds, 683, 687
Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind
Talking book library, 385, 392
Rulings by the Chair
Adjournment
admissibility of matter, 237, 238,239,299, 533
matter must relate to government administration,
237,238,239,299,853,923,924,1156
matter must seek action, 296, 297, 682, 745,919,
989,1152,1156,1222,1579,1663
matter not to seek legislation, 160,851
matter to be directed to appropriate minister, 850
matter to be raised only once, 1488
ministers' responses, 532, 1090
only one matter to be raised, 1155, 1223
putting of question, 485, 486
Admissibility
adjournment matter, 237,238, 239
amendments, 508
questions without notice, 213, 653, 934, 1026
urgency motions, 307, 308, 336
Amendments
admissibility,508
debating, 145, 1528
errors, 1528
moving, 631
Bills: availability, 175
By-elections: timing, 929
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Chair
addressing, 4, 17, 136,210,247,248,332,515,519,
539,542,544,565,583,586,627,657,692,751,752,
757,833,840,903,904,912,914,956,1000,1013,
1026,1027,1033,1034,1066,1067,1074,1163,1164,
1190,1232,1233,1234,1254,1257,1296,1314,1346,
1367,1415,1422,1426,1443,1456,1458,1491,1500,
1525,1604,1605
disagreement with, 308
impaniality,308,336,485,486,799,861,896
reflections on, 803,1069,1125
res~fo~425,895, 1580, 1581, 1606
vacating, 336, 896
Debate
anticipation, 998
members not to speak twice on same question, 631
order of call, 907, 1084, 1665
scope, 255, 257, 285,453,456,459,461,463,465,
502,521,573,821,899,900,902,903,904,906,910,
912,913,914,998,1031,1082,1083,1117,1125,
1127,1129,1130
time limits, 508
Documents
incorporation, 8, 423
source, 353, 1235
tabling, 6,424, 1260, 1302, 1364, 1490, 1491
Frivolous and spurious points of order, 464, 645, 853,
896, 1155
liansard:accuracy, 121, 1589, 1615
Inte~ections,7,8,42,54,139,215,244,245,289,336,

394,425,426,427,467,472,473,504,505,507,511,
512,520,530,537,540,541,542,544,545,561,562,
564,565,583,593,594,608,689,691,694,695,753,
792,793,795,796,827,833,839,894,934,936,992,
1003,1004,1014,1028,1035,1036,1051,1064,1067,
1068,1077,1078,1090,1095,1096,1116,1122,1138,
1139, 1161, 1162, 1164, 1211, 1213, 1215, 1216, 1248,
1249,1257,1261,1262,1296,1299,1311,1312,1317,
1337,1344,1347,1362,1363,1364,1365,1371,1410,
1411,1412, 1414, 1436, 1462, 1498, 1511, 1521, 1560,
1599,1604,1606,1616,1617,1618,1619,1620,1639,
1645
Members
conduct, 169, 335, 389, 390, 458, 476, 509, 510, 513,
514,639,692,762,792,794,795,799,986,1213,
1295,1349
correct titles, 54, 454, 494, 513, 542, 543, 799, 10tO,
1262,1316,1317,1434,1435,1463,1499
naming, 694, 797
naming and suspension, 797
Motions
admissibility, 307, 308, 336
that the question be now put, 468, 469, 485, 486,
509,522,1139
Pagers and mobile phones, 364
Personal explanations, 390,395, 786
Press gallery: public access, 1316
Privilege, 1264
Public gallery
clearing, 1395, 1414, 1653
inte~ections, 1309, 1310,1346,1391,1395,1414,
1653
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members not to refer to, 1348
strangers, 905
Questions without notice
admissibility, 213, 653, 934, 1026
debating, 17,423,471,473,475, 793, 794, 796, 890,
891,895,1118,1120,1167,1169,1262,1362,1525
length of answers, 7, 15, 18,474, 562, 564, 653, 932,
1122,1359,1364,1365
must relate to government administration, 475,
1120
not to be repeated, 694, 895, 1618
not to contain imputations, 1258
scope, 692
Quorums, 513
Reading
Hansard of same session, 996
speeches, 1381
Reasoned amendments
moving, 631
relevance, 1183
Relevance, 8, 38, 149, 150,245,247,248,258,292,379,
415,423,424,483,494,516,519,593,667,669,713,
752,824,907,909,911,936,942,950,953,954,967,
969,1008,1012,1016,1017,1018,1023,1064,1065,
1066,1067,1068,1077,1116,1139,1161,1182,1183,
1188,1190,1215,1244,1246,1307,1308,1367,1436,
1525
Scope of debate, 255, 257, 285, 453, 456, 459, 461, 463,
465,502,521,573,821,899,900,902,903,904,906,
910,912,913,914,998,1031,1082,1083,1117,1125,
1127,1129,1130
Tedious repetition, 494, 511, 1078
Time limits, 508
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 260, 383,
390,460,463,493,516,592,793,912,991,994,1009,
1010,1014,1069,1082,1182,1238,1248,1258,1341,
1342,1348,1349,1496,1501,1567,1605,1606,1618,
1632, 1638
Urgency motions
admissibility, 307
anticipation, 998
Rural Victoria

Community spirit, 309
Doctors, 1487, 1492
Economic initiatives, 308
Education, 541
Good Neighbour program, 326
Government
initiatives, 308, q 561
policies, q 15, 536
Health
careers, 321
services, 318, 557
Infrastructure, 311
Investment, 327, 545, 547
Landcare, 326
Partnerships for Growth, q 936
Rail services, 543
Roads, 315

INDEX

(18)

Special schools (See Disability services and Schools
and colleges)

Sport, 545
Tourism, 324, 545
Unemployment, 552
Youth services, 322

Sport

s
StAlbans
Drug squads, 535

St Francis Xavier Cabrini Hospital, 1223, 1228
School buses

Ashes, the, commemorative match, 1154, 1159
Participation rates, 744, 751
Rural Victoria, 545
State facilities, 1515
Teletrak proposals, 541
(See also Olympic Games, 2000)
Staged Developments Australia

189 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1222, 1228

Ballarat, 1224, 1228, 1589
Stock market
Schools and colleges
Disabled students, q 1523
Facilities for the deaf, 66, 71
Funding, 527, 531
Government policies, 1576, 1584
Integration aides, 20, 769
Maintenance, q 563, 920, 926
Nursing service, 850, 859
Opposition
access, 1324, 1328
contact with principals, 384, 391
SoilconturUnation, 77,q1412
Used syringes, 1489, 1492
(See also individual school and college names)

Downturn, q 692
Students
Accommodation, 159, 165
(See also Education, T AFE and Tertiary education
and training)
Suicide Prevention Task Force
Report, 1416
Supportive Housing Advocacy and Care, 1222, 1229
Swan Hill
Farm machinery, 618, 622

T

Scoresby Road, Knoxfield
Traffic lights, 1404, 1407
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 21, 252, 479,697,937, 1169, 1416
Serrano exhibition, 236, 237, 525, 533
Sexual assault
Children, 397
Victim records, 388, 395
Sexual discrimination
Same sex relationships, 171

Tabcorp
Computer system, 923, 925
TAFE
Commonwealth funding, q 212
Vocational education and training benchmark report,
q477
(See also Education, Tertiary education and training
and individual TAFE names)
Talking book library, 385, 392
Taxation
Reform, 296, 303

Shell Co. of Australia
Whitehorse site 987,992
Shepparton
Albanian community, 298, 305
Somers children's camp, 745, 749
South·East Asia
Stock market downturn, q 692
Tertiary education and training mission, q 1165
Trade, 544

Taxis
Directorate: probity checks, 852, 859
Drivers: interstate accreditation, 682, 687
Multipurpose, 683, 687
Taxol
Government funding, q 104
Telephones
02 prefixes, 923, 926
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Vicroads

Teletrak

Frankston land, 295, 300
(See also Roads)

Proposals, 541
Television
Children, q 210

Victorian Arts Centre

Tertiary education and training
Credit transfers, 1018
South-East Asian mission, q 1165
(See also Education and T AFE)
Textile, clothing and footwear industry

Administration, 1580, 1586
Victorian certificate of education
Examinations, q 935
Victorian Law Enforcement Drug Fund, q 1028
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, Department of (See
Parliament)

Training centre, 163, 169
Timber industry (See Forest industry)
Tourism
Gippsland, 324
Rural Victoria, 545

Victorian Patient Transport Assistance scheme, 526,
534
Victorian Taxi Directorate, 852, 859
Victorian Youth Development program, q 1410

Trade
VlLine

South-East Asian, 544

Freight fleet, 1577, 1581
Passenger services, q 933
(See also Rail)

Traffic (See Roads)
Trains (See Rail)

Vocational education and training

Tullamarine Freeway

Benchmark report, q 477

Noise barriers, 397
Turning the Tide program, q 103

u

Vojta therapy, 1581, 1586
Voluntary euthanasia, 535

w

Unemployment
Future rates, q 16
Mini-budget, q 4
Rates, 25
Regional, q 6
Rural Victoria, 552
Youth, q 654
(See also Employment)

Wannon-Coleraine rail trail, 1578, 1583
Wantirna Heights Primary School, 160, 167,746,750
Warragul adult education centre, 1403, 1406
Water industry

Unions (See Industrial relations and individual union
names)
Universities (See individual university names)
Upper Yarra Valley
Natural gas supply, 75
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 625, 944,1330

v

Bunyip-Tarago main water race, 251
Charges, 75
Eastern suburbs rates, 295, 302
Gippsland, q 893
Lame sewage treatment, 919, 926
Murray-Darling Basin, 234, 240
Privatisation, q 1523, 1665, 1668
Reform package, 75, q 424, q 425, q 426, q 427, 542,
q 652, 747, 753, 765, 1152, 1159, 1324, 1326
Relief grant scheme, q 930
(See also individual water and river authority names)
Waterfront (See Ports)

Vehicles (See Cars)

Wattleview Primary School, 527, 531

Veterinarians

Waverley Park, 20, 397, 1664, 1668

Standards, 625

Western Port Highway
Duplication, 1577, 1582
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MEMBERS

Western suburbs
Public transport, 83
Representation, 83

ANDRIANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment

Whitehorse, City of
Shell Co. of Australia site, 987, 992
Wildlife (See Native wildlife)
Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne
City Unk, 697
Trafticreduction,75

Mitcham: electoral material, 1486
PTC: maintenance, 1321
Points of order, 1316
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1329
ANDRIGHE1TO, Mr (Narracan)

Wodonga

Adjournment

Recycling, 1580, 1584

Hire car licences, 1667
Motion picture industry: fireanns, 683
Natural gas: Darnuxn, 1321
Warragu1: adult education centre, 1403
Workcover: benefits, 1581

Wool industry
Investment, 550
Research, 550
Workrover
Advertisements, q 1118
Benefits, 1581,1586
CFA volunteers, q 1028, q 1029
Changes, 755, q 892, 997, 1169, 1589
Common-law access, q 243, q 244, q 333, q 334, q 562,
q 792, q 796, q 889, 1320, 1325, q 1409, q 1410,
q 1411, q 1412, q 1522
DSS entitlements, q 473
Firefighters, q 1521
In.dustrial action, q 1616
Information technology outsourcing, q 1524
Injury categories, q 471, q 561, q 690
Litigation manager, q 1027

y
Youth
Employment initiatives, q 795
Freeza entertainment program, q 245
Rural services, 322
Suicide, q 1162
Unemployment, q 654
Victorian development program, q 1410

Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1447
Confiscation Bill, 1572
Grievances
Gippsland: drought, 100
Law Reform Committee

Regulatory efficiency legislation, 861
Petitions
Moe and surrounding districts, 20
Questions without notice
Building Control Commission: statistics, 565
Food Safety Victoria, 330
Latrobe Valley: employment, 1025

ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendmen~Bill, 1533
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1353
Questions without notice
Crime: victim assistance, 1363
Magistrates Court: cultural awareness programs, 333
Schools: maintenance, 563
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BAKER,. Mr (Sunshine)

BRACKS, Mr (Williamstown)

Adjournment

Adjournment

Serrano art exhibition, 236
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Program of Aids for Disabled People, 69
Taxation: reform, 296

Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1388
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 159
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 35
Veterinary Practice Bill, 64
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1290
Naming and suspension of members, 798
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1508
Points of order, 237, 238

BATCHELOR,. Mr (Thomastown)
Adjournment
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 68
Public transport
automatic ticketing, 385, 526, 685, 1156
privatisation, 1086
Rail: revenue protection officers, 1401

Annual financial statement 1996-97, 702
Auditor-General: independence, 998
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment} Bill, 863, 1123, 1441,1634
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 898, 1294
Business Franchise Fees (Safety Net) Bill, 1030, 1552
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 151
Electricity Safety Bill, 863
Financial Institutions Legislation (Amendment) Bill,
399
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1030, 1557
Port Services (Amendment) Bill, 280
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill,
1030
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 338
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 876
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 1093
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 660
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 577

Apology to Aboriginal people, 116
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1347
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 442
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1265
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 121
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 337, 704
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 504
Business of the house
P~,480,940,

1171

Christmas felicitations, 1659
Grievances
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 774
Naming and suspension of members, 797, 798
Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 171
Points of order, 8, 175,423,460,468,474,486,799,890,
891,1118, 1156, 1161, 1168, 1260, 1262, 1264, 1311,
1359, 1364, 1589

Business of the house
Postponement, 466
Program, 940
Grievances
Port of Melbourne: reform, 93
Points of order, 106, 245, 292, 304, 465, 563, 653, 929,
1078,1302,1381,1525
Questions without notice
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1359
Auditor-General: independence, 1164
Crown Casino: government authority shares, 1119
Orient Overseas Container Line, 106
Premier: credit card, 1259
Workcover
CFA volunteers, 1028
changes, 892
common-law access, 244, 333, 334, 562,1410
DSS entitlements, 473
information technology outsourcing, 1524
litigation manager, 1027
Unemployment: rates, 25

Public transport: automatic ticketing, 172
Questions without notice
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 105,213,426,
477,932,933,1121
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BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)
Adjournment
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 232
Apology to Aboriginal people, 109
Auditor-General: independence, 77
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Axnendmen~Bill, 1081,1115, 1419, 1645
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1333
Constitution (Auditor-General) Bill, 76
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1603
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1063, 1065
Transport Accident (Pedal Cyclists) Bill, 172
Veterinary Practice Bill, 40
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 588
Business of the house

Electricity industry: capacity, 1360
Mennber for Frankston East, 1258
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 651
Police: protective security intelligence group, 248, 422
Premier. pecuniary interests, 330
Public transport automatic ticketing, 209,211
Unennployment
future rates, 16
mini-budget, 4
regional, 6
VVater industry: refonn package, 425
Waterfront mercenaries, 1615
VVorkcover
advertisements, 1118
CFA volunteers, 1029
common-law access, 243, 792, 796, 1409, 1411, 1522
firefighters, 1521
injury categories, 561
Youth: suicide, 1162
Rural Victoria: government policies, 536

Postponennent,452
Program, 255
Christmas felicitations, 1656
Condolences
Leslie George Norman, Esq., 2
Cyclists: accident compensation, 172
Disagreement with Speaker's ruling, 308
Grievances
VVorkcover:changes,755

BURKE, Ms (Prahran)
Adjournment
Fire: suppression services, 746
Prahran: priority housing, 1400
Rail: South Yarra station, 163
Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind: talking book
library, 385
Bills
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1195

Naming and suspension of members, 797, 798
Grievances
Naming of member, 694
Petitions
VVorkcover. changes, 1589
Points of order, 17, 18, 103, 120, 121,237,247,335,336,
453,693,793,794,795,1064,1083,1084,1116,1362

Public transport: ALP, 790
Petitions
Sexual discrimination, 171
Points of order, 786
Questions without notice

Police: protective security intelligence group, 250
Premier: censure motion, 1365
Questions without notice
Auditor-General
independence, 689, 691, 1025, 1026, 1161, 1165
performance audits, 1358
Breast cancer, 102
Crown Casino
govemnnent authority shares, 695
licence conditions, 693
tax cuts, 246
VVorkcoverAuthorityshares,696

Education: literacy skills, 5
Maternal and child health: survey, 655
Road safety: drugs and driving, 1122

CAMERON, Mr (Bendigo VV est)
Adjournment
Campbells Creek Primary School, 848
Coliban VVater. water and sewerage agreements, 162
Police: Newstead station, 1084
V /Line: freight fleet, 1577

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1383
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 26
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 414
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1056
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1212
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 830
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 400
Wills Bill, 811
Petitions
Bendigo: entertainment venues, 535
Midland Highway: Guildford bypass, 75
Points of order, 1015
Rural Victoria: government policies, 552
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CARU, Mr (Coburg)
Adjournment
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE, 617
Pascoe Vale South Primary School, 849
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1304
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 417
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 273
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1209
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1278
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1192
Business of the house
Program, 943
Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 397
Voluntary euthanasia, 535

CAMPBELL, Ms (Pascoe Vale)
Adjournment
County Court: adoption orders, 618
Or Stanley Cochrane Memorial Kindergarten, 1153
Family services: telephone counselling, 1085
Good Shepherd Youth and Family Service, 745
Neighbourhood houses: confidentiality clauses, 1402
Preschools
funding, 294, 989
integration aides, 1485
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 66
Vojta therapy, 1581

CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)
Bills

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1436
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1301
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 155
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 879
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1286
Petitions
Disability services: accommodation support, 1590

Bills

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1642
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1372
Disability Services and Other Acts (Amendment)
Bill, 523, 671
Education (Preschools) Bill, 1093
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1610
Veterinary Practice Bill, 59
Grievances

COLE, Mr (Melbourne)
Adjournment
Melbourne: student accommodation, 159
Bills
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1560
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 603
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 603

Preschools: funding, 81
Points of order, 1342
Petitions
Children: sexual assault, 397, 398

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Points of order, 1589
Questions without notice
Adoption services: review, 650
Family services: user charges, 476
Preschools: integration aides, 1413

COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood)
Adjournment
Glen Eira: rate arrears, 235
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INDEX

Bills

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendmenu Bill, 1526
Planning: government intervention, 1255
Questions without notice
Gaming: machines, 1165

Questions without notice
Public transport
automatic ticketing, 105, 210, 211, 213, 427, 477,
932,933
fare review, 1617
Rail
Flinders Street station, 107
national reform, 1167
strike, 892
V /Line: passenger services, 933

COOPER, Mr (Mornington) (Minister for Transport)
Adjournment
Barwon Water: supply, 1405
Bay Road-Reserve Road intersection, Sandringham,
529
Blackwood Panels, 859
Bridges: River Murray, 300, 1582
Buses: Rowville-Clen Waverley, 300
Campbells Creek Primary School, 859
Cooper Street duplication, Epping, 529
Derrimut Heath Primary School, 1406
Diamond Creek Primary School, 1406
Dromana Secondary College, 1407
Neighbourhood houses: confidentiality clauses, 1405
Pervasive development disorder, 1406
Preston Football Club, 859
Princes Freeway: Geelong-Melboume corridor, 166
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 530
Rail
crossing warnings, 992
fare zones, 1229, 1582
Gippsland line, 993
revenue protection officers, 1407
South Yarra station, 166
ticket confiscation, 1229
Schools: nursing service, 859
Scoresby Road: traffic lights, 1407
Taxi directorate: probity checks, 859
Vicroads: Frankston land, 300
V /Line: freight fleet, 1581
Warragul: adult education centre, 1406
Western Port Highway: duplication, 1582
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 40
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1270
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 337, 443, 446, 727,
1630

CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
(See Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

DAVIES, Ms (Gippsland West)
Adjournment
Crime: victim assistance, 850
Housing: common equity rental cooperative
program, 1322
Localgovenunentsuperannuation,386
Apology to Aboriginal people, 120
Auditor-General: independence, 1013
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1483
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 906,1380
Veterinary Practice Bill, 214
Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 171
Australian bass and estuary perch, 307
Points of order, 394, 797, 909, 1014
Questions without notice
Local govenunent super.annuation,332, 1120
Rural Victoria: government policies, 559

DEAN, Or (Berwick)

Apology to Aboriginal people, 114
National Road Transport Commission, 479
Bills
Points of order, 713, 853

Commonwealth Powers (Family Law-Children)
Amendment Bill, 376
Crime (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 366

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Financial Institutions Legislation (Amendment) Bill,
399
Introduction Agents Bill, 141
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 827
Wills Bill, 806
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Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1314
Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 615
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
626
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 566,
984
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 655

Points of order, 494, 824
Business of the house
Program, 941
Grievances
DEPUfY SPEAKER, The (Hon. J. F. McGrath)

BLF Custodian, 40
(See also McGRATH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool) and

Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Nazi war criminal, 89
Planning: government intervention, 1231
Points of order, 645, 799, 930,1238
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 944

DIXON, Mr (Dromana)
Adjournment
Dromana Secondary College, 1401
Momington Peninsula: tea-trees, 384
Peninsula Institute of TAFE, 527
Point Nepean army land, 1086
Somers children's camp, 745
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1643
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1607
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 413
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) Amendment Bill, 286
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1193
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1628

DOYLE, Mr (Malvern)

Adjournment
Planning: Kooyong and Cabrini projects, 1223
Bills
Epworth Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1575
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1052, 1063, 1069
Health Services (St Andrew's Hospital) Bill, 1218
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 733
Podiatrists Registration Bill, 975, 982
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1505

Grievances
Education: standards, 771, 773
Questions without notice
Aidonia treasure exhibition, 1258
National Motor Vehide Theft Task Force, 931
Water industry: reform package, 424

DOLLIS, Mr (Richmond)

ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Bills
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1597
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 402
Questions without notice
Aborigines: heritage sites, 934
Ombudsman: Maryborough police, 1525
Victorian Youth Development program, 1410

Adjournment
North Melbourne Football Club Social Club, 747
Planning: 189 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1222
Whitehorse: Shell site, 987
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1472

ELUOTI, Mrs (Mooroolbark)
Bills
Accident Compensation <Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1644
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1368
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INDEX

Crimes (Mentallmpairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 357
Petitions
Waverley Park, 20

FINN, Mr (Tullarnarine)
Adjournment
Greenvale secondary college, 1320
Intervention orders, 68
Rail: Sunbury line, 233
The Ashes: commemorative match, 1154

Bills

Alpine Resorts (Management) Bill, 1101
Crimes (Axnendment) Bill, 887
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill,361
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
J\DnendmentlBill,266,276,279
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) (Axnendment) Bill, 283
Land <Reservations and Other Matters) Bill, 864, 1545
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1282
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 124, 496
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Ballast water, 535
Grievances
Water industry: reform package, 765
Petitions

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
AxnendmentlBill,l53()
Local Government (Miscellaneous Axnendment) Bill,

639
University Acts (Further Axnendment) Bill, 609
University of Ballarat (Axnendment) Bill, 609
Grievances
2000 Olympic Games: organisation, 767
Northem and westem suburbs, 83

Auditor-General: independence, 397, 398
Bunyip-Tarago main water race, 251
Marine and coastal special investigation, 75
Water: charges, 75
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1329
Planning: government intervention, 1247
Points of order, 303, 1246, 1348
Questions without notice

Petitions

Water industry: reform package, 652

Workcover:changes,1169
Planning: government intelVention, 1245
Points of order, 385, 482, 586, 608, 1013, 1238
Questions without notice
Information technology: government initiatives, 651
Melbourne: inner city housing, 247
Public sector: debt reduction, 930
Public transport: fare review, 1617

GILLETI, Ms (Werribee)
Adjournment
Derrimut Heath Primary School, 1401
Schools
funding, 527
opposition access, 1324

Bills
GARBUIT, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment
Barwon Water: supply, 1400
Dandenong Ranges National Park, 524
Lome: sewage treatment, 919
National Parks Advisory Council: report, 990
Wannon-Coleraine rail trail, 1578
Water: eastem suburbs rates, 295
Water industry: reform package, 1152
Auditor-General: independence, 1016

Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1451
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1350

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Axnendment) Bill, 1466
Audit (Axnendment) Bill, 1385
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 366
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Axnendment) Bill, 37
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 411
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 838
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 400
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 725
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 606
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 606
Vocational Education and Training <Training
Framework) Bill, 582

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Business of the house
Program, 481
Petitions
VeterUuurians:stundards,625
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Education: literacy skills, 5
Koori Open Door Education, 214
Schools
disabled students, 1523
maintenance, 563
soil contamination, 1412
VCE: examinations, 935

GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Education)
Adjournment
Education: literacy funding, 240
Eltham Primary School, 71
Greenvale secondary college, 1327
Mitcham Primary School, 991
Mullauna Secondary College, 1227
National Gallery: renovation, 1328
PTC: maintenance, 1328
School buses: Ballarat, 1228
School principals: opposition contact, 391
Schools
facilities for the deaf, 71
funding, 531
government policies, 1584
opposition access, 1328
Somers children's camp, 749
Wantirna Heights Primary School, 167, 750
Wattleview Primary School, 531
Auditor-General: independence, 1011
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1139
Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 616
Education (Preschools) Bill, 800
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1264, 1395, 1612
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 442
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 172
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 1093

HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)
Adjournment
Barwon Prison: staff, 1486
Cooper Street duplication, Epping, 528
Diamond Creek Primary School, 1403
Intergraph: BEST contract, 1662
Nillumbik: Watsons Creek land, 852
Police
disciplinary procedures, 921
protective security intelligence group, 387
Port Phillip Prison: security, 1155
Prisons: security, 682
Retail tenancies: working party report, 988
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
AmendmenO Bill, 1536
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1366
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substunces
(Amendment) Bill, 31
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 833
Retail Tenancies (Amendment) Bill, 398
Shop Trading Reform Act (Amendment) Bill, 1093
Business of the house
Program, 256,482
Grievances
Intergraph: BEST contract, 788
Pointsoforde~235,248,302,395,424,508,513,515,

Business of the house
Grievances, 25
Postponement, 452, 457
Program, 26, 255,480, 632, 704,939, 1171, 1418
Naming and suspension of members, 797, 798

522,532,853,896,994,1008,1014,1090,1156,1307,
1348, 1490, 1491, 1668
Questions without notice
Intergraph: BEST contract, 1618
Police: protective security intelligence group, 249

Naming of member, 694
Parliamentary committees
Membership, 25
Points of order, 459, 751,942,1463
Questions without notice
Australian Education Union: industrial action, 1027
Berendale special school, 934

HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)
Adjournment
Melbourne Water: Gippsland irrigators, 748
W orkcover: common-law access, 1320
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Bills
Accident Compensation <Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1637
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1376
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 291, 345
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 269
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 712
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 596, 612
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 596, 613
Points of order, 586
Rural Victoria: government policies, 558

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong) (Minister for Housing
and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs)
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, 1231
Aboriginal deaths in custody, 1495
Adjournment
Aborigines: health policy, 1405
Donburn Primary School, 926
Good Shepherd Youth and Family Service, 753
Home opportunity loans scheme, 858
Housing
common equity rental cooperative program, 1326
new technology, 924
waiting list, 924
Hume Freeway: Albury-Wodonga bypass, 754
Kyabram: psychiatric services, 926
LCL and Associates, 301
Lome: sewage treatment, 926
Mentone Girls Secondary College, 926
North Melbourne Football Club Social Club, 754
Police: disciplinary procedures, 926
Prahran: priority housing, 1405
Schools: maintenance, 926
Telephones: 02 prefixes, 926

HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training and Minister
assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs)
Adjournment
Ancient Modes Pty Ltd, 304
Ballarat Begonia Festival, 1492
City Link: Moonee Valley, 304
Courts: delays, 1091
Doctors hunger strike, 1492
Echuca: renal dialysis, 1493
Family services: telephone counselling, 1090
Goulburn Ovens Institute of T AFE, 71
Lower Plenty Road: widening, 1090
Northern Melbourne Institute of T AFE, 621
Peninsula Institute of TAFE, 530
Preschools
funding, 304
integration aides, 1492
Public transport privatisation, 1090
Rural Victoria: doctors, 1492
Schools: used syringes, 1492
Shepparton: Albanian community, 305
Taxation: reform, 303
TCF industry: training centre, 169
Water: eastern suburbs rates, 302
Bills
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 179,418
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 175
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) (Amendment) Bill, 177
Port Services (Amendment) Bill, 178
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 174
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 125,205,
536,612
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 126, 208,
536,612
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 180
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 125, 204, 593
Points of order, 175, 303, 592, 593,1082,1342

Apology to Aboriginal people, 111
Questions without notice
Bills
Residential Tenancies Bill, BOO, 1196, 1199
Questions without notice
Aborigines: heritage sites, 934
Bringing them home, 1359
Housing
building programs, 249
Moonee Ponds, 1415
Minister for HOUSing, 1168

TAFE: commonwealth funding, 212
Tertiary education: South-East Asian mission, 1165
Vocational education and training: benchmark
report,477

HULLS, Mr (Niddrie)
Adjournment
National Crime Authority, 1154
Sexual assault victim records, 388

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Apology to Aboriginal people, 112
Auditor-General: independence, 1005
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Premier: credit card, 1261
Workcover: common-law access, 1412

Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1130, 1540
Alpine Resorts (Management) Bill, BOO
Associations Incorporation (Amendment) Bill, 142
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 799, 1391
Business Franchise Fees (Safety Net) Bill, 1555
Commonwealth Powers (Family Law-Children)
(Amendment) Bill, 123,375
Confiscation Bill, 1031, 1565
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 864, 1621
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 840, 880
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 122, 352, 949
Education (Preschools) Bill, 800
Financial Institutions Legislation (Amendment) Bill,
123
Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill, 949
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 802
Gas Safety Bill, 801
Health Services (St Andrew's Hospital) Bill, 802
Hire-Purchase (Further Amendment> Bill, 124,486
Introduction Agents Bill, 126, 1175
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 441, 821
Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 1109, 1631
Local Government <Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
634
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 801
Residential Tenancies Bill, 801
St Andrew's Foundation Bill, BOO, 1175
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 123, 378
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 801
Wills Bill, 802

JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)
Adjournment
Bridges: River Murray, 296, 1578
Firearms: licence applications, 848
Murray-Darling Basin, 234
Police: Cobram station, 1088
Rail: Wangaratta station, 621
Water industry: reform package, 1324
Bills
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 834
Questions without notice
V JLine: passenger services, 933
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJEcrS)

JENKINS, Mr (Ballarat West)
Adjournment
Ambulance services: new vehicle design, 387
BaHarat
Avenue of Honour, 987
Begonia Festival, 1486
BushfUes:prevention,1665
Firefighting equipment manufacturers, 684
Housing: new technology, 924
Midland Highway: Sebastopol traffic lights, 1154

Business of the house
Postponement, 458
Program, 258, 942

Bills
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 604
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 604

Grievances
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 760
Premier: defamation proceedings, 97

Questions without notice
Building industry: performance, 1413
Water industry: reform package, 427
Youth: employment initiatives, 795

Planning: government intervention, 1240
Points of order, 308, 383, 459, 463, 761, 895, 969,1078,
1262

Rural Victoria: government policies, 560

Premier: conduct, 254, 307, 308
Questions without notice
Gaming: machines, 1166
Herman Research Laboratories, 331, 894
National Crime Authority, 332, 1120
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 564

JOHN, Mr (Bendigo East)
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1453
Wills Bill, 818
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Federal-State Relations Committee
International treaty making, 479

KENNE'IT, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts)

Adjournment
Colac arts and cultural centre, 164
Police: protective security intelligence group, 389
Public transport automatic ticketing, 389
Apology to Aboriginal people, 107
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 799, 896, 898
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 1069
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 121
Forests (Dunstan Agreement) (Amendment) Bill, 121
Geelong Performing Arts Centre Trust (Amendment)
Bill, 337, 428
Port Services (Amendment) Bill, 121
Public Sector Management and Employment Bill,
1030
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 121
Christmas felicitations, 1655

Member for Niddrie, 1619
Metropolitan Ambulance Service: outsourcing, 931
National Crime Authority, 332, 1120
Native title, 1118
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1362, 1414
Premier
credit card, 1259, 1261
Hong Kong visit, 650
pecuniary interests, 330
Public sector: debt reduction, 930
Publie transport a utornatic ticketing, 1121
Stock market: downturn, 693
Taxol: government funding, 104
Unemployment
future rates, 16
mini-budget, 4
regional, 7
Victorian Youth Development program, 1410
Water industry: reform package, 424, 425
Waterfront mercenaries, 1615
Workcover
changes, 892
common-law access, 243, 793, 796, 890, 1409, 1410,
1411
industrial action, 1616
injury categories, 690
Youth employment initiatives, 795
Youth suicide, 1162

Suicide Prevention Task Force, 1416

Condolences
Leslie George Norman, Esq., 1
Points of order, 18, 121,890,891, 1362
Questions without notice
Aidonia treasure exhibition, 1258
Ambulance services: crews, 929, 935
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1360
Auditor-General
independence, 689,692, 930, 1025, 1026, 1161,
1164,1165
performance audits, 1358
Breast cancer, 102
Bushfires: prevention, 1522
Children: television inquiry, 210
Crown Casino
government authority shares, 695
licence conditions, 693, 694
Workcover Authority shares, 696
Drugs: Turning the Tide program, 103
Eastern Freeway: extension, 1260
Electrical Trades Union: industrial action, 1409
Firearms: licence applications, 105
Gaming: machines, 1166
Herman Research Laboratories, 894
Latrobe Valley: employment, 1025
Local government mayoral allowances, 893

KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)

Adjournment
Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE, 67
Shepparton: Albanian community, 298
Water industry: reform package, 747
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1365
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1611
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1047
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 837
Veterinary Practice Bill, 62
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1289
Business of the house
Program, 483

Questions without notice
Child protection services: worker retention, 1121
Rural Victoria: government initiatives, 561

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
KOSKY, Ms (Altona)

LEAN, Mr (Carrum)

Adjournment

Adjournment

Home opportunity loans scheme, 851
LCL and Associates, 298
Office of Housing: building contracts, 233
Princes Freeway: Laverton noise barriers, 617
Apology to Aboriginal people, 118
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1532
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1344
Education (Work Experience) Bill,349
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
643
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1176, 1199
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill,341
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 662
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1288
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Chelsea: commemorative clock,619
Rail: crossing warnings, 990
Bills
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1191
Grievances
ALP: policies, 758
Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 171
Points of order, 1182, 1190
Questions without notice

Bringing them home, 1359
Housing: building programs, 249
Workcover: injury categories, 690

Business of the house
Program, 484
Points of order, 299,1182,1183

LEIGH, Mr (Mordialloc)

Questions without notice

Adjournment

Minister for Housing, 1168
Youth: unemployment, 654

LANGDON, Mr (Ivanhoe)
Adjournment
Audrey Brooks Preschool, 1666
Gaming: West Heidelberg site, 1322
Housing: demolition order, 236
Lower Plenty Road: widening, 1087
Police: Rosanna station, 1223
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 70

Blackwood. Panels, 849
Greater Dandenong: administration, 1224
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 70
Moorabbin Airport: sale, 986
Rail: fare zones, 1577
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1306
Family and Community Development Committee
Positive ageing, 1416
Points of order, 461, 462, 543, 850,914, 1295, 1307, 1308

Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1379
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill,39
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
647
Veterinary Practice Bill, 217
Business of the house
Program,944
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1512
Petitions
F18 freeway reservation, 20
Schools: integration aides, 20

LEIGHTON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment
Preston Football Club, 853
Bills
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 1621
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 739
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INDEX

UM, Mr (Clayton)
Adjournment
Buses: Clayton weekend services, 1667
Rail: fare zones, 1224
TCF industry: training centre, 164
Petitions
VVorkcover:changes,997,1589

Taxi directorate: probity checks, 852
Wattleview Primary School, 527
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1543
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 885
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 363
Local Government (Miscellaneous ~endment) Bill,
633
Petitions

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Adjournment
Barwon Prison: security, 388
Geelong Hospital: physiotherapy services, 1579
Princes Freeway: Geelong-Melboume corridor, 161
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
~endmen~Bill, 1479
Audit (~endment) Bill, 1356
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 156
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 260
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1202
Gas Safety Bill, 1199
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1622

Building industry: codes of conduct, 1329
Questions without notice
Electrical Trades Union: industrial action, 1409
Local government rate capping, 17
VCE: examinations, 935
State sporting facilities, 1515

Adjournment
Bushfires: prevention, 234
Bills

Grievances
Lovely Banks Primary School, 77
Law Reform Committee

Jury service, 1591
Petitions
Barwon Disability Resource Council, 252
Colac health care services, 1590
Gas industry: privatisation, 76
Natural gas: Bellarine Peninsula, 697
Upper Yarra Valley: natural gas, 75

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment> Bill, 1128
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1389
Introduction Agents Bill, 136
Land (Reservations and Other Matters) Bill, 1549
Veterinary Practice Bill, 55
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 504
Business of the house
Program, 256,481
Grievances
Bushfires: prevention, 87

Points of order, 507
Questions without notice
National Electricity Market Management Company,
653

Points of order, 238, 456, 463, 494, 502, 507, 521, 1067,
1116,1117
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Budget estimates, 1495
Questions without notice

LUPTON, Mr (Knox)
Adjournment
Boronia fire brigade, 236
Schools: used syringes, 1489
Supportive Housing Advocacy and Care
Association, 1222

Bushfire Blitz program, 1163
City Link: transponders, 1027
Powemet: sale, 471
Schools: disabled students, 1523
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJEcrS)

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
McCALL, Ms (Frankston)
Adjournment
Schools: facilities for the deaf, 66
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1387
Crimes (Mentallrnpairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 360
Introduction Agents Bill, 131
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill,832
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill,580
Wills Bill, 813
Questions without notice
Schools: soil contamination, 1412
Stock market: downturn, 692
TAFE: commonwealth funding, 212

McGILL, Mrs (Oakleigh)
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1458
Questions without notice
Drugs: Turning the Tide program, 103
Huntington's disease: govemment assistance, 1524
Vocational education and training: benchmark
report, 477

(33)

McGRArn, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services and Minister for
Corrections)
Adjournment
Ballarat Avenue of Honour, 995
Barwon Prison
security, 394
staff,1491
Boronia fire brigade, 239
Bushfrres:prevention,240,1089
Dandenong: public sector services, 688
Dangerous dogs: by-laws, 688
Echuca and Moama Search and Rescue Squad, 1089
Fire: suppression services, 753
Firearms
collection, 239
licence applications, 854
Firefighting equipment manufacturers, 687
Fulham Correctional Centre: security, 1089
Local govemment mayoral allowances, 995
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 688
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 752
Motion picture industry: firearms, 687
National Parks Advisory Council report, 995
Police
Cobram station, 1089
Newstead station, 1089
protective security intelligence group, 394
Prisons: security, 686
Public transport automatic ticketing, 688
Residential tenancies: working party report, 995
Road toll, 395
Royal Agricultural Society: showgrounds, 687
Taxis
interstate driver accreditation, 687
multipurpose, 687

McGRATH, Mr J. F. (Warrnambool)
Bills
Bills
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 369
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 737
Parliamentary departments, 755
Presiding Officers, 1591
Questions without notice
Agriculture: exports, 652
(See also DEPUTY SPEAKER, The (Hon.

J. F. McGrath»

Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)

Bill, 838
Business of the house
Posqronement,469
Points of order, 1017
Questions without notice
Bushfrre Blitz program, 1163
CFA: vehicle manufacturing operations, 244
Fire Awareness Week, 696
Firearms: buyback, 478
Intergraph: BEST contract, 1619
National Motor Vehicle Theft Task Force, 932
Ombudsman: Maryborough police, 1525
Police: protective security intelligence group, 248,
249,422
Road safety: drugs and driving, 1122

(34)

INDEX

Victorian Law Enforcement Drug Fund, 1028
Workcover
CFA volunteers, 1028, 1029
common-law access, 1523

McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)
Adjournment
Vicroads: Frankston land, 295

Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1346
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 721

Questions without notice
Building Control Conunission: statistics, 565
Building industry
performance, 1413
statistics, 104
City Link: transponders, 1027
Gaming: machines, 1165
Local government: rate capping, 17
Melbourne: inner city housing, 247
Mildura: financial management, 212
Planning: Pride of Place program, 333
Upper Yana Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 625, 944, 1330

Grievances
Drugs: heroin overdoses, 95
Questions without notice
Premier: Hong Kong visit, 650
Rail: Flinders Street station, 107

MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning
and Local Government)
Adjournment
Essendon Airport: sale, 165
Gaming: West Heidelberg site, 1325
Greater Dandenong: administration, 1229
Local government
purchasing, 1229
superannuation, 392
Melbourne: student accommodation, 165
Moorabbin Airport: sale, 991
Nillumbik: Watson's Creek land, 854
Pascoe Vale South Primary School, 854
Planning
189 Collins Street, 1228
Kooyong and Cabrini projects, 1228
Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind: talking book
library, 392
Serrano art exhibition, 533
Victorian Patient Transport Assistance scheme, 534
Whitehorse: Shell site, 992

Bills
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 566,
678,985,1031
Mildura Rural City Council, 1591
Planning: government intervention, 1236
Points of order, 1248, 1324

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier and
Minister for Agriculture and Resources)
Adjournment
Coliban Water: water and sewerage agreements, 168
Melbourne Water
Gippsland irrigators, 753
property damage, 622
Momington Peninsula: tea-trees, 392
Murray-Darling Basin, 240
Swan Hill: farm machinery, 622
Water industry: reform package, 753,1327
Auditor-General: independence, 1007
Bills
Veterinary Practice Bill, 225
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1293
Christmas felicitations, 1659
Condolences,
Leslie George Norman, Esq., 3
Points of order, 934
Questions without notice
Agriculture: exports, 652
Anthrax: northern Victoria, 694
Food Safety Victoria, 330
Melbourne Water: Gippsland irrigators, 893
One Nation: party preferences, 475
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 564
Rural Victoria
government initiatives, 561
policy package, 15
Water industry
privatisation, 1524
reform package, 426, 652
Workcover: injury categories, 471
Rural Victoria: government policies, 546

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
MADDIGAN, Mrs (Essendon)
Adjournment

Arts Centre: administration, 1580
City Link: Moonee Valley, 297
Courts: delays, 1086
Essendon Airport: sale, 163
Housing: waiting list, 922
La Trobe University: music school, 1666
Local government purchasing, 1226
National Gallery: renovation, 1323
Pervasive development disorder, 1404
Royal Agricultural Society: showgrounds,683
Schools: nursing service, 850
Serrano art exhibition, 525
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1643
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1309
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1599
Education (Work Experience) Bill,405
Food. (Amendment) Bill, 1050
Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill, 966
Geelong Performing Arts Centre Trust (Amendment)
Bill,613,615
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1275
Road Transport (Dangerous Goods) (Amendment)
Bill, 343
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 723
Veterinary Practice Bill, 223
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 509
Grievances
Essendon hospital, 102
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1503

Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1641
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1354
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 371
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 35
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill,837
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1629
Veterinary Practice Bill, 222
Questions without notice
Koori Open Door Education, 214
Native title, 1118
Rural Victoria: policy package, 15
Water industry: relief grant scheme, 930
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Adjournment
Doctors hunger strike, 1487
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1133, 1138, 1455, 1641
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 359
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1044
Podiab'ists Registration Bill, 980
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1193
Points of order, 464

Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 1590
National Gallery water wall, 19, 171,997
Tullamarine Freeway: noise barriers, 397
Planning: government intervention, 1252
Points of order, 502, 1324

MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment
Charcoal burning: Echuca, 620
Echuca: renal dialysis, 1488
Echuca and Moama Search and Rescue Squad, 1084
Kyabram
community centre, 1226
psychiatric services, 921
Rochester: Sir Hubert Opperman museum, 162

(35)

MILDENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Adjournment
Education: literacy funding, 234
Mitcham Primary School, 986
Mullauna Secondary College, 1221
School principals: opposition contact, 384
Schools:
government policies, 1576
maintenance, 920
Wantima Heights Primary School, 160,746

Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1318
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1264, 1591
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 122,287
Introduction Agents Bill, 138
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 125

(36)
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 126
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 125,569
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 518
Grievances
Schools: integration aides, 769
Points of order, 6, 516, 521, 573, 934, 1018
Questions without notice
Berendale special school, 934

NAPTHINE, Or (Portland) (Minister for Youth and
Community Services)
Adjournment
2000 Olympic Games: soccer, 1230
Ambulance services: new vehicle design, 396
Arts Centre: administration, 1586
Audrey Brooks Preschool, 1669
Banks: financial institutions duty, 170
Buses: Clayton weekend services, 1669
BushiUes: prevention, 1668
Charcoal burning: Echuca, 624
Chelsea: commemorative clock, 624
County Court: adoption orders, 624
Crown witness allowances, 170
Dr Stanley Cochrane Memorial Kindergarten, 1157
Geelong Hospital: physiotherapy services, 1585
Glen Era: rate arrears, 241
Health: network charges, 623
Hire car licences, 1668
Housing: demolition order, 241
Intergraph: BEST contract, 1668
Kyabram community centre, 1230
La Trobe University: music school, 1668
Midland Highway: 5ebastopol traffic lights, 1159
Moira Child and Family Support, 1667
Moorabbin Heights Primary School, 1667
Office of Housing: building contracts, 241
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 241
Police: Rosanna station, 1230
Port Phillip Prison: security, 1159
Preschools: funding, 994
Princes Freeway: Laverton noise barriers, 624
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 73
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 1159
Rail
Sunbury line, 241
Wangaratta station, 624
Rochester: Sir Hubert Opperman museum, 170
Serrano art exhibition, 241
Supportive Housing Advocacy and Care
Association, 1229

INDEX
The Ashes: commemorative match, 1159
Vojta therapy, 1586
Water industry
privatisation, 1668
reform package, 1159
Waverley Park, 1668
Workcover: Mr John Halfpenny, 1586
Auditor-General's reports,
Response by Minister for Finance, 1495
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 907
Disability Services and Other Acts (Amendment)
Bill, 124, 198,675
Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 122, 181
Education (Preschools) Bill, 864
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 122
Epworth Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1031, 1151,
1574, 1576
Food (Amendment) Bill, 338,567,1060,1061,1065
Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 124, 201, 670
Health Services (St Andrew's Hospital) Bill, 802, 876,
1219, 1221
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
122,182
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (Amendment)
Bill,l25
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 124, 338, 744
Podiatrists Registration Bill, 125,202,981, 982, 983
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 447
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 122
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 124, 521
Health Services Commissioner, 1495
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1500
Points of order, 1064, 1069
Questions without notice
Adoption services: review, 650
Child protection services: worker retention, 1121
Drugs: Freeza program, 246
Family services
Parentline program, 1029
user charges, 476
Huntington's disease: government assistance, 1524
Maternal and child health: survey, 655
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1617
Preschools: integration aides, 1413
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 1361
Water industry: relief grant scheme, 931
Youth
suicide, 1163
unemployment, 654

LEGISLATNE ASSEMBLY
PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)

PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)

Adjournment

Adjournment

2000 Olympic Games: soccer, 1225, 1488
Dandenong: public sector services, 684
Melbourne Water: property damage, 619
Police: protective security intelligence group, 385
Sport: participation rates, 744
Tabcorp: computer system, 923
Waverley Park, 1664
Bills

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1462
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1369
Melbourne and Olympic Parks (Amendment) Bill,
146
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (Amendment)
Bill, 666
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 719

(37)

Ancient Modes Pty Ltd, 299
Donbum Primary School, 920
Auditor-General: independence, 1014
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1316
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 514
Grievances
Multimedia: developments, 762
Points of order, 299, 511, 514, 515, 761, 1009, 1010,
1083, 1567
Questions without notice
Eastern Freeway: extension, 1260
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Petitions
Waverley Park, 397, 398
Points of order, 390, 751

PEULICH, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Adjournment

PATERS ON, Mr (South Barwon)
Bills

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1473
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,

645
Petitions
GarnUng:machines,76
X-rated material, 20
Questions without notice
Environment Green Fleet, 335
Fire Awareness Week, 695
Rural Victoria: Partnerships for Growth, 936

ALP: recruitment pamphlet, 1155
Dangerous dogs: by-laws, 686
Moorabbin Heights Primary School, 1663
Sport athletics association rules, 617
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1336
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 364
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 350
Points of order, 459,1095,1155,1156
Questions without notice
Australian Education Union: industrial action, 1027
Planning: Pride of Place program, 333
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 1361
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1464
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1311
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1280
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 716
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1291
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)
Adjournment
Eltham Primary School, 69
Firearms: collection, 235
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1638
Planning: government intervention, 1250

(38)

INDEX

Points of order, 1088, 1246

Points of order, 667

Questions without notice

Questions without notice

Budget 1996-97 outcomes, 474
Housing: Moonee Ponds, 1415
Victorian Law Enforcement Drug Fund, 1028

Rural Victoria: Partnerships for Growth, 936

RICHARDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)
PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)

Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1371

Adjournment
Hume Freeway: Albury-Wodonga bypass, 749
Taxis: interstate driver accreditation, 682
Telephones: 02 prefixes, 923
Wodonga: recycling, 1580
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1469
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1374
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1280
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1625
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 878
Veterinary Practice Bill, 219
Points of order, 54, 285, 850, 1436
Questions without notice
Anthrax: northern Victoria, 694
Bushfires: prevention, 1522
Guardianship and Administration Board, 654

Business of the house
Postponement, 464
Points of order, 453, 460
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

ROWE, Mr (Cranbourne)
Adjournment
Western Port Highway: duplication, 1577
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1348
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 1277
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 383
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 709
Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJEcrS)

Drug reform strategy, 1416
Petitions

PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn)
(See SPEAKER,. The (lion. S. J. Plowman»

Monterey Secondary College, 19
Points of order, 379
Questions without notice
Firearms: licence applications, 105

REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport and
Minister for Rural Development)
Adjournment

2000 Olympic Games: soccer, 1491

RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)

Sport
athletics association rules, 621
participation rates, 751
Tabcorp: computer system, 925

Adjournment

Bills
Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill, 337,
449
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (Amendment)
Bill, 203, 668
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 879

Rail: Gippsland line, 989
Apology to Aboriginal people, 117
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1330
Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill, 962
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1211

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Grievances
Gippsland: drought, 79
Points of order, 213, 953
Questions without notice

(39)

Petitions
Roads: traffic management, 535
St Albans drug squads, 535
Workcover:changes,997
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Melbourne Water: Gippsland irrigators, 893
Rural Victoria: economic initiatives, 308
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 21, 252, 937,1169, 1416

SHARDEY, Mrs (Caulfield)
Adjournment
Aborigines: health policy, 1402
Bills

SAVAGE, Mr (Mildura)
Adjournment
Banks: financial institutions duty, 161
Local government mayoral allowances, 988
Victorian Patient Transport Assistance scheme, 526
Water industry: privatisation, 1665

Bills

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1475
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1351
Litter (Further Amendment) Bill, 1231
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
640

Veterinary Practice Bill, 222
Grievances

Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
AmendmenO Bill, 1538
Education (State Schools) Bill, 1601
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 408
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1059
Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 668
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 741
Podiatrists Registration Bill, 974
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1510
Points of order, 573, 669
Questions without notice
Public transport rail strike, 892
Queen Victoria Women's Centre,250
Workcover: industnalaction, 1616

Mildura: financial management, 85
Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 76
Questions without notice
Local government mayoral allowances, 893
Mildura: financial management, 212
Water industry: privatisation, 1523

SHEEHAN, Mr <Northcote)
Adjournment
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 67
Bills

Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 735
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment

Annual report, 698
Outstanding fines and unexecuted warrants, 171

Health: network charges, 620
Bills

Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 368
Gaming Acts (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill, 970
Transport Acts (Amendment) Bill, 724
Wills Bill, 814

SMITH, Mr E. R (Glen Waverley)
Adjournment
Fulham Correctional Centre: security, 1087
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 748
Road toll, 388

(40)
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
AJnendment) Bill, 1481
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 914, 1377
Education (Work Experience) Bill,346
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 509
Business of the house
Postponement, 468
Program, 257
Petitions
Auditor-General: independence, 1590
Drugs: heroin program, 19
Mulgrave Freeway: noise barriers, 19

INDEX
SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)
Adjournment
Bellarine Peninsula: coal ash, 1323
Drysdale miniature rail project, 1153
Natural gas: Bellarine Peninsula, 851
Point Lonsdale Surf Ufesaving Club, 524
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
AJnendment) Bill, 1477
Gas Industry (Further AJnendment) Bill, 1208
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,

641
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1184
Points of order, 1183

Points of order, 239,910,911,994
Questions without notice
Questions without notice
Memberfor Niddrie, 1619

Coastal strategy, 1360
Environment vehicle emissions, 894
Water industry: reform package, 426

SMITII, Mr I. W. (Polwarth)
Adjournment
Colac arts and cultural centre, 161
Grievances

STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)
Adjournment
Rural Victoria: doctors, 1487
Swan Hill: farm machinery, 618

Media: privacy laws, 91
Bills

SPEAKER, The (Hon. S. J. Plowman)
BLF Custodian, 1416
Business of the house

Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1384
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 28
Food (AJnendment) Bill, 1041
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1626
Rural Victoria: government policies, 555

Divisions, 18
Christmas felicitations, 1660
Condolences
Leslie George Norman, Esq., 3

STOCKDALE, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer and Minister
for Multimedia)
Adjournment

Distinguished visitors, 243, 471, 650, 773,872, 1025,
1117,1161,1257,1341,1358, 1615
Naming and suspension of members, 797, 798
Naming of member, 694

Natural gas
Bellarine Peninsula, 856
Damum,1325
Workcover: common-law access, 1325

Resignation of member, 929

Annual financial statement, 1996-97, 701

(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Auditor-General: independence, 1002
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 863, 1072, 1081, 1631, 1636
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 903,1341

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Business Franchise Fees (Safety Net) Bill, 1030, 1140
Electricity Industry (Further Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 275, 278
Electricity Safety Bill, 863
Gas Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 802, 873,
1214
Gas Safety Bill, 801, 872, 1202
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1030, 1144, 1562
Rail Corporations (Amendment) Bill, 801,915, 1281
State Taxation (Amendment) Bill,337
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 566, 681
Urban Land Corporation Bill, 663
Water Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 801,916
Leanne Power Pty Lld, 1653
Points of order, 473, 1120, 1528, 1605
Questions without notice
Budget 1996-97 outcomes, 474
Crown Casino
government authority shares, 1119
tax cuts, 246
Electricity industry: capacity, 1361
Herman Research Laboratory, 331
Information technology: government initiatives, 651
Local government superannuation, 332, 1120
National Electricity Market Management Company,
653
Orient Overseas Container Line, 106
Portland smelter: contract, 211
Powemet: sale, 472
Water industry: reform package, 427
Workcover
advertisements, 1118
common-law access, 245, 333, 334, 563
DSS entitlements, 473
information technology outsourcing, 1525
injury categories, 561
litigation manager, 1027

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Conservation
and Land Management)
Adjournment
Bellarine Peninsula: coal ash, 1326
Oandenong Ranges National Park, 528
Drysdale miniature rail project, 1157
Point Lonsdale Surf Lifesaving Club, 529
Point Nepean: army land, 1088
Port Phillip Bay: water quality, 1489
Wannon-Coleraine rail trail, 1583
Wodonga: recycling, 1584

Bills
Alpine Resorts Bill, 1031

(41)

Alpine Resorts (Management) Bill, 800, 866, 868, 1101
Land (Reservations and Other Matters) Bill, 864,
1070, 1550
Residential Tenancies Bill, 869
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1629
Valuation of Land (Amendment) Bill, 1526, 1654
Wildlife (Amendment) Bill, 196
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 697
Points of order, 1381
Questions without notice
Coastal strategy, 1360
East GippsIand: residual wood, 476
Environment
Green Fleet, 335
vehicle emissions, 894
Firefighting services: funding, 1411 .
Parliamentary Secretary for Planning and Local
Government, 651
Workcover: firefighters, 1521

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Bay Road-Reserve Road intersection, Sandringham,
525
Crown witness allowances, 160
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 685
Mentone Girls Secondary College, 922
Moira Child and Family Support, 1664
Port Phillip Bay: water quality, 1485

Bills
Construction Industry Long Service Leave Bill, 158
Education <Work Experience) Bill,415
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 742
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 418, 428
Wills Bill, 816
Points of order, 292
Questions without notice
Children: television inquiry, 210
Firearms: buyback, 478
Tertiary education: South-East Asian mission, 1165
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 479
Tertiary education: credit transfers, 1018
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THWAITES, Mr (Albert Park)
Adjournment
Program of Aids for Disabled People, 69

Bills
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 602
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 602
Petitions

Auditor-General: independence, 1009
Bills
Accident Compensation (Miscellaneous
Amendment) Bill, 1528
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 910, 1338
Epworth Hospital (Amendment) Bill, 1574
Food (Amendment) Bill, 1032, 1061, 1063, 1066
Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 669
Health Services (St Andrew's Hospital) Bill, 1218
Land (Reservations and Other Matters) Bill, 1550
Mental Health (Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental
Health) Bill, 729
Podiatrists Registration Bill, 971
Residential Tenancies Bill, 1187
Business of the house
Program, 259
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1495
Petitions
Colac health care services, 1415
Disability Resources Centre, 251
Disability services
funding, 251, 478
Grampians, 251
Morwell: general practitioners, 251
Williamstown Road
City Link, 697
~creduction,75

Disability Resources and Services Inc., 19
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Act, 397
School buses: Ballarat 1589
Questions without notice
CFA: vehicle manufacturing operations, 244
Portland smelter: contract, 211

TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)
Adjournment
Bushfires: prevention, 1085
Bills
Audit (Amendment) Bill, 1382
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill,38
Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Bill, 1624
Veterinary Practice Bill, 216
Grievances
Native wildlife: endangered species, 786
Questions without notice
Building industry: statistics, 104
East Gippsland: residual wood, 476
Firefighting services: funding, 1411
Rail: national reform, 1167

Points of order, 307, 423, 471, 473, 475, 486, 564, 583,
584,669,794,861,890,912,929,935,1012,1166,1190,
1259,1262,1308,1349,1362
Questions without notice
Aunbulanceservices:crews,929,935
Auditor-General: independence, 930
Metropolitan Ambulance Service: outsourcing, 931
Nursing homes: annual fees, 1362, 1414, 1617
One Nation: party preferences, 474
Taxol: government funding, 104
Workcover
common-law access, 889
injury categories, 471

WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for
Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs)
Adjournment
ALP: recruitment pamphlet, 1158
Crime: victim assistance, 857
Intervention orders, 72
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 72
Mitcham: electoral material, 1492
National Crime Authority, 1158
Sexual assault victim records, 395
Bills

TRAYNOR,. Mr (Ballarat East)
Adjournment
School buses: Ballarat, 1224

Business Franchise Fees (Safety Net) Bill, 1556
Commonwealth Powers (Family Law-Children)
(Amendment) Bill, 123, 188,378
Confiscation Bill, 1031, 1146, 1573
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 864
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 337, 429

LEGISLATNE ASSEfvffiL Y
Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be
Tried) Bill, 122, 184, 372, 949
Financial Institutions Legislation (Amendment) Bill,
123,194,399
Guardianship and Administration Board
(AmendmenVBill, 1265, 1397
Hire-Purchase (Further Amendment) Bill, 124, 195
Introduction Agents Bill, 1174
Law and Justice Legislation (Further Amendment)
Bill, 337,437,441, 442, 839
Legal Practice (Amendment) Bill, 566, 679, 1630
St Andrew's Foundation Bill, BOO, 868, 1175
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 123, 190
Wills Bill, 337, 433,819,820

Questions without notice
Crime: victim assistance, 1363
Guardianship and Administration Board, 654
Magistrates Court: cultural awareness programs, 333
Member for Frankston East, 1258
Queen Victoria Women's Centre, 250
Workcover: common-law access, 1412

WELLS, Mr (Wantima)

Adjournment
Buses: Rowville-Glen Waverley, 295

Rail: ticket confiscation, 1226
Scoresby Road traffic lights, 1404

Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 32
Education (Work Experience) Bill, 289
University Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 611
University of Ballarat (Amendment) Bill, 611
Vocational Education and Training (Training
Framework) Bill, 575

Questions without notice
Drugs: Freeza program, 245
Family services: Parentline program, lO29
Youth: suicide, 1162

WILSON, Mrs (Dandenong North)

Adjournment
Taxis: multipurpose, 683
Bills
Introduction Agents Bill, 133

Petitions
Workcover: changes, 1169
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index

IQn I Portfolio and subject matter
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
365
366

Agriculture and Resources: meat regulations
Agriculture and Resources: bovine tuberculosis
Agriculture and Resources: food dye
Agriculture and Resources: food dye
Agriculture and Resources: food dye
Agriculture and Resources: meat regulations
Conservation and Land Management: Werribee toxic waste dump
Conservation and Land Management: Werribee toxic waste dump
Agriculture and Resources: Werribee toxic waste dump
Roads and Ports: Werribee toxic waste dump
Roads and Ports: Werribee toxic waste dump
Police and Emergency Services: Werribee toxic waste dump
Conservation and Land Management: Werribee toxic waste dump
Health: Werribee toxic waste dump
Planning and Local Government: Werribee toxic waste dump
Housing: vacancies
Housing: stock
Housing: stock
Housing: waiting lists
Housing: evictions
Housing: waiting lists
Housing: priority
Housing: construction
Housing: acquisitions
Conservation and Land Management: Crown land users
Police and Emergency Services: START program

I Asked by
MrCameron
MrCameron
MrCameron
MrCameron
MrCameron
MrCameron
Ms GiIlett
Ms Gillett
Ms GiJlett
Ms Gillett
Ms GiIlett
Ms GiIlett
Ms Gillett
Ms Gillett
Ms Gillett
MrLeighton
Mr Leighton
Mr Leighton
MrLeighton
Mr Leighton
MrLeighton
Mr Leighton
Mr Leighton
Mr Leighton
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

I Page
1671
1671
1671
1671
1672
1672
1672
1673
1673
1674
1674
1677
1675
1677
1675
1679
1679
1680
1681
1682
1682
1682
1683
1683
1675
1676

