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Voluntary euthanasia

Friday, 6 December 1996

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 10.04 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Welfare/disability therapists
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria
draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly their
protest against the passing of any legislation in favour
of voluntary euthanasia, understood as the deliberate
termination of a person's life or assistance to this end
by any member of the medical profession.
Your petitioners therefore pray / request that any bill in
favour of voluntary euthanasia be opposed.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Clark (601 signatures)
The humble petition of therapists employed in the
welfare/disability sector and the undersigned citizens
of the state of Victoria sheweth long overdue wage
increase.
Your petitioners therefore pray that action be taken by
the government in regard to the wage claim of
therapists in the welfare/ disability sector.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Thwaites (233 signatures)

Mordialloc and Cheltenham Community
Hospital
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria showeth they are opposed to plans by
the state government to dose Mordialloc-cheltenham
Community Hospital because it provides important
health services much needed by the local community.
We call upon the state government to ensure the
hospital is not closed and remains properly funded so
that people in the local area are not forced onto
growing waiting lists at other hospitals.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the proposed
amalgamations and service cuts and closures not be
supported by the members of the Legislative Assembly.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

School mergers
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth:
The Victorian government's recent school merger
proposals are a further attack on the quality of our
public schools. The proposals will serve to destroy
small neighbourhood public schools by imposing
arbitrary formulas which solely account for children as
budgetary units and place no value on the contribution
of schools to the sodallife and identity of a local
community. For those parents wanting to educate their
children in public schools, the proposals remove choice
by forcing the closure of small schools.
Your petitioners therefore pray that:
1.

The Legislative Assembly act to protect the
educational, social and community value of small
schools - that is, those schools with fewer than
175 pupils.

2.

The funding grants identified under the school
merger process be instead immediately distributed
on a fair and equitable basis to all public schools.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Carll (1464 signatures)

St Albans bus shelter

By Mr Thwaites (17 signatures)
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
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The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that invalid pensioners are
subject to inclement weather in 80 Main Road East, St
Albans, waiting for a bus.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE COMPLETION
AUTHORITY (REPEAL) BILL
Introduction and first reading

Your petitioners therefore pray that a bus shelter be
provided at 80 Main Road East, St Albans.

Mr GUDE (Acting Premier) - I move:
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Seitz (10 signatures)

That I have leave to bring in a bill to repeal the
Parliament House Completion Authority Act 1996 and
for other purposes.

Laid on table.
Mr Savage - Leave refused.

FARROW GROUP
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) presented final

The SPEAKER - Order! Leave cannot be refused
on that question.

report of D. J. Habersberger, QC, on Farrow Group
inquiry November 1996, volumes 1 to 10..

Motion agreed to.

Laid on table.

Read first time.

Ordered to be printed.

WOMEN'S BUDGET
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) presented
women's budget for 1995-96.

Laid on table.

Mr GUDE (Acting Premier) - I move:
That the bill be printed and, by leave, be read a second
time forthwith.

Leave refused.
Ordered to be printed and second reading to be
made order of the day for next day.

HEALTH SERVICES COMMISSIONER
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) presented reports for 1994-95
and 1995-96.
Laid on table.

BLF CUSTODIAN
The SPEAKER presented 33rd report given to him
pursuant to section 7A of BLF (De-recognition) Act
1985 by the custodian appointed under section 7(1)
of that act.
Laid on table.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 14 November; motion of
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management).
Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - The bill makes
significant changes to waste management and
amends the system that is in place. Unfortunately,
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management has missed out on an opportunity to
make real changes and instead has adopted a weak,
minimalist approach.

Ordered to be printed.
Mrs Tehan interjected.
Ms GARBUIT - The minister is anxious to
know whether the opposition will oppose the
measure and is disappointed when it does not fully
support her bills. The opposition looks forward to
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fully supporting a bill proposed by the minister, but
she must first get it right.
The bill establishes a new body called Ecorecycle
Victoria, which is created by the merger of the
Recycling and Resource Recovery Council and the
Waste Management Council- two bodies
established by the Labor government. Ecorecycle
Victoria will have a statewide focus rather than the
focus on Melbourne and regional cities that
currently occurs with the established bodies. There
has been some overlapping and duplication of the
roles of the two councils and many of their functions
are similar, so it is reasonable that they should be
merged.
The merging of the councils will create a clear
hierarchy of responsibility for waste management
and resource recovery. The government has
responsibility for policy and the Environment
Protection Authority has responsibility for
encouraging cleaner production for businesses,
policy settings, guidelines and enforcement.
Ecorecycle Victoria will create and develop policies.
Regional waste management groups will implement
the strategies through local service delivery and
regional planning.
The bill allows the minister to establish regional
waste management groups where they are not
established or do not exist throughout Victoria. A
further change concerns the landfilllevy, which
currently has two rates: $2 per tonne of landfill for
municipal rates and $3 per tonne of landfill for
commercial waste. The bill changes the way rebate
schemes affect operators to prevent the loss of public
moneys if an operator becomes insolvent, and it
tightens some provisions.
The bill changes the way the landfilllevy will be
distributed, and the percentage allocated to the
Environment Protection AuthOrity will be doubled.
That provision has caused some concern because
70 per cent will be allocated to Ecorecycle Victoria
and 10 per cent to the regional waste management
councils.
The Environment Council will be disbanded and in
its place will be created an Environment Protection
Board - an expertise-based board focused on
providing business and administrative advice to the
Environment Protection AuthOrity. It does not
replace the Environment Council because it has a
totally different focus, duties and membership.
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In 1992 the Kirner government set some laudable

and achievable targets, based on the aim of reducing
by half the waste now going to landfill by the year
2000. At that stage the target was eight years away,
which was entirely achievable; however, now it is
almost beyond the bounds of possibility. The most
recent figures show a 2 per cent reduction in waste
going to landfill. The amount of material that is
recycled has improved steadily, but the amount of
waste going to landfill generally has also increased.
Only recently has there been an actual reduction in
the percentage going to landfill.
As I said, over the past four years a reduction of only
2.5 per cent has been achieved, which leaves a
47.5 per cent reduction to be achieved in the next
four, which is not very likely. It is interesting that
most of the reduction so far has been in the area of
municipal waste. Local government has a good
record, which is due mainly to the excellent kerbside
recycling system. There have been increases in other
areas. The amount of industrial and commercial
waste going to landfill has actually increased by
5 per cent, so that area has gone backwards and is
detracting from the efforts of the municipalities.
When the government came to office in 1992 it
inherited one of the best waste minimisation and
recycling systems in Australia. Victoria was clearly
the leader, and other states were scrambling to catch
up. It was competitive with South Australia, which
was going down the container deposit system path.
Rather than concentrating simply on containers,
Victoria took the view that the kerbside recycling
system would be much broader in scope, would
catch more items for recycling, could be built on and
developed in the future, and would lead to much
greater reduction in waste going to landfill.
Our kerbside system has been strongly backed by
the packaging and container industry, which was
committed to offering strong buy-back prices. Also,
at the time of the changeover in government, there
were a series of close working relationships between
the government and industry sectors and between
the collection and packaging industries and local
government, which is a key player in the system.

There was also the landfilllevy - a policy
instrument which encourages and provides the
incentive to recycle. All of those measures were in
place in 1992 when the government came to office.
Since then there has been little improvement in the
recycling of industrial and commercial waste, as
opposed to the commitment of local government
and householders to recycling. After listening to the
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Premier on radio recently, I wonder how deep the
government's commitment is to recycling and
whether government members know much about it
at all. I was horrified to hear the Premier say on the
Neil Mitchell program that:
The other issue that I want to speak to them about is
they've made a decision -
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we had not had an extra sitting day the bill would
not have been debated at all, which shows just how
important the issue is to the government.
We have received letters from the industry and from
the Litter and Recycling Research Association
complaining about the brevity and scope of the
consultation. I will read some comments from the
letter from the LRRA:

that is, the Boroondara council ~
apparently to get rid of the larger garbage plastic bins
and they're going to put in smaller bins. You can keep
your larger ones if you pay for them; but we're already
paying rates that are ridiculously high.
They say this is part of their recycling program, and
I've got to say to you -

we can all hear the Premier saying that, can't we?I think this is the height of stupidity, and they're about
to start a campaign in November, and apparently
someone rang my office yesterday asking me to be used
in the publicity to support smaller bins. If anyone from
Boroondara is listening, I do not.

How on earth can we achieve the ambitious target of
reducing half our waste in four years time if the
Premier wants big bins? He has no commitment to
the policy and no understanding that the bigger the
bin, the more rubbish you put out. If we all adopted
his view of the world there would be an increase in
waste going to landfill, not a decrease.
The first thing to question is whether the
government has any intention of trying to meet the
target or whether the bill contains just theory, which
we can debate for hours on end without making one
jot of difference. From the Premier at the top to the
most lowly backbencher sitting over there and
ignoring the whole debate, it is clear that the
government has no understanding of or
commitment to the issue. The minister will
obviously have a real battle in cabinet - and I
understand she has lost a few already.
The minister attempted to make some pretence of
consulting on the bill but really rushed it through. I
have received comments from a range of people
complaining about the rush to consult. Here we are
on the last day of the sittings, with a number of bills
still lined up for debate. Obviously, the minister
cannot manage her legislative program. The bill was
at the bottom of the list, and we are debating it at the
last minute. It only just managed to hang in there! If

The length of time for these consultations is cause for
Significant concem on the part of the LRRA and all
other stakeholders.

MI5 Tehan - Who is the letter addressed to?
Ms GARBUTI' - This was an official submission
to government, addressed to Dr Brian Robinson,
Chairman of the Environment Protection Authority,
and dated 26 June:
All told, the consultation period looks to last a grand
total of 12 business days ... which is hardly sufficient
time for stakeholders to undertake any detailed
analysis or research.

That was the official consultation time, but there is
more:
Moreover, the list of invitees did not even include
representatives of the building/ demolition industry
which accounts for nearly 40 per cent of the waste
stream and is highlighted in the coalition parties'
conservation and environment policy 1996, as a key
area for performance improvement.

The official consultation time was inadequate, and
things have not improved. I am still getting
complaints from people who tell me that even when
they rushed to put in their submissions they were
not listened to; the minister did not pick up what
they were saying. That was the gist of it.
I turn to some of the arguments about the bill and
what is being proposed. Most of the people I have
spoken to and most of the submissions I have
received were supportive of the merger of the
Recycling and Resource Recovery Council (RRRC)
and the Waste Management Council (WMC) to form
Ecorecycle Victoria. Most people believed it was
timely and would help to reduce the overlap and
minimise the duplication. The complaints are about
the representation on the board of Ecorecycle
Victoria.
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I refer to a letter that was sent to me recently by the
Western Regional Waste Management Group. These
comments about the proposal that the minister can
appoint whomever she chooses are typical. There is
absolutely no requirement that the appointees
represent any body or organisation or that the
minister refer to anybody. The Western Regional
Waste Management Group comments:
... the bill allows for up to 10 people but does not set a
minimum number. Also the key stakeholders are not
identified in the bill, we believe that these should be at
least identified. This is seen as a major weakness in the
legislation as to opportunities for stakeholders -

Mr McArthur - Who by?
Ms GARBUTI - If you listen you might learn.
I despair at the small-mindedness of the coalition
backbench. The letter is dated 3 December and is
addressed to you, Minister. It talks about the board
representatives. The failings are that it does not set a
minimum number; it could be 2 or 3, but it just says
'up to 10'. The key stakeholders have been
unanimous in saying that that is not adequate. They
say in the letter that:
This is seen as a major weakness in the legislation as to
opportunities for stakeholders to input to policy and
directions for the new body, and it is extremely
disappointing that there is no mechanism for board
representatives to report back to stakeholders.

All the stakeholders in this field are saying that the
people to be appointed to the board should be
identified, as should their expertise, and that they
should represent key stakeholders. That comment is
not an isolated one but a consistent theme. The
original issues paper put out by the EPA
recommends that there be 10 members plus a
chairperson, which is 11 members. The original
proposal in the joint EPA-RRRC-WMC issues paper
put out before the bill was drawn up says board
representation should be drawn from stakeholder
interests. That has been overturned despite
unanimous agreement that that is the way to go.
A comment about the name 'Ecorecycle Victoria' is
that it puts a narrow view of what we are doing.
This bill is about waste minimisation. Recyclin~
although it is popular, visible and well supported, is
only one part of the plan, which includes reusing
and reduction of waste creation in the first place - a
whole range of issues about waste management. The
name is very limiting. The PACIA, representing the
plastics industry, says that:
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The new body, the Recycling and Waste Management
Council, is inappropriately named, in that it reinforces
the paradigm that what we as a society throwaway is
waste, and that recycling is the best option for waste
management. This has the effect of lowering the market
value of the commodity in question which makes
resource recovery more difficult and locking the
community into a recycle-at-all-costs attitude.

That narrow focus on the name makes it difficult for
people who wish to recycle and recover resources
from waste.
I move on to the landfilllevy. The minister has a lot
to answer for: the bill is a real dogsbody. The landfill
levy has been changed, but only for municipal
waste. Municipal waste going to landfill is currently
levied at $2 per tonne; commercial-industrial waste
is levied at $3 per tonne. There is no change to the
latter rate. However, the cost of municipal waste
disposal to landfill will be increased by 50 per cent,
from $2 to $3. This is despite the fact that the original
joint EPA-RRRC-WMC paper asked for different
rates. The suggestion was to increase both levies, but
by different amounts. The minister has ignored that
suggestion as well.

The EPA's recommendation to set baseline levies of
$2.20 and $3.30 in 1996 plus CPI increases was
rejected. The entire increase will now be borne by
the municipal section. The irony is that that is the
section that is doing well; it has achieved the biggest
reduction in waste going to landfill. The
commercial-industrial section has not achieved any
reduction at all - in fact the amount of waste has
increased. Its levy has been left alone. The use of the
levy as an incentive to minimise waste has been
abandoned. It does not matter what businesses do
with their waste because they will not be charged for
its disposal. The levy for business waste disposal has
not been indexed since 1992 and will not change.
The opportunity to use the landfilllevy as an
incentive to reduce the amount of waste being
produced has been lost. The EPA wanted us to take
that opportunity by recommending a slight
increase - one that probably would not even have
covered inflationary increases since 1992 - to give
some incentive and economic benefit to industry to
reduce its waste. Although that initiative received
much support, that has not occurred. I refer to the
Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF)
submission, in which recommendation 11 states:
That the landfilllevy rate be increased substantially so
as to operate as a genuine economic disincentive to
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waste generation, and preferably to a level similar to
that applying in New South Wales.

One would expect a conservation movement to
support all efforts to reduce waste. The
EPA-RRRC-WMC paper initially proposed an
increase. Representatives of many industries I have
spoken to also support an increase. On the other side
of the coin, in some municipalities the landfilllevy
has been increased by 50 per cent despite their good
efforts at reducing the amount of waste. Those who
are achieving are being penalised and no incentives
are provided to those who have not made an effort.
It is disappointing that the levy has been abandoned
as an economic incentive to reduce waste. The goal
of reducing waste going to landfill by 50 per cent by
the year 2000 has been abandoned and the policy
instrument of the landfilllevy is being abandoned as
well.
The distribution of the landfilllevy has caused a lot
of anger around the state, particularly amongst
municipalities. The Environment Protection
AuthOrity will receive a 100 per cent increase in its
share of the landfilllevy. Not only will the levy be
increased but also the EPA will receive an increased
share. Rather than receiving 10 per cent it will be
receiving 20 per cent from the increased levy.
It is estimated that the EPA's income from the
landfilllevy will increase from around $900 000 to
$2.5 million when the full levy is paid. Other
stakeholders believe this is unfair because the EPA is
a policy-setting organisation. The other groups are
the doers! They have to spend the money when
taking action and they believe they are being treated
unfairly.

Despite the fact that the EPA is receiving an increase
it does not have to account in the same way as other
bodies do for its spending. Ecorecycle and the
regional waste management councils are required to
have transparent accountability. They must present
documents to the minister showing what they intend
to spend their money on, but the EPA does not have
to account in that way for its share of the landfill
levy. This has caused concern amongst waste
management groups and councils across the state.
The matter needs to be addressed and therefore I
intend to move a reasoned amendment that does so.
The key point of the recycling scheme that has not
been addressed in the bill is the industry waste

reduction agreements. These agreements are a
central plank of policy making to encourage action
by industry to reduce its waste. This is the weakest
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part of the waste management system, but it is a
most urgent matter that requires the greatest change.
Very little has been said about the industry waste
reduction agreements in the bill. The original
proposal was that substantial changes would be
made. That was in a joint issues paper from the EPA,
RRRC and the WMC in which it is almost admitted
that there have been problems! It says:
Three years experience of IWRAs has revealed features
of the existing Victorian process which could be refined
to produce improved outcomes for industry and the
community. A less legalistic process would facilitate
wider application of the principles underpinning the
IWRA provisions and would be less costly in resources
for industry and the EPA.

Part of the proposal that suggests it should be
amended to produce a more streamlined and
effective process says:
... the new process should provide for non-legal public
statements of commitment to waste management,
resource recovery and product stewardship prepared
in accordance with specific guidelines, setting
measurable outcomes and incorporating public
reporting provisions.

It is suggested in the issues paper that these
agreements are not working well; there are not many
of them; they have been difficult to achieve; there
have been fights with lawyers; and the industries
have gone for the bottom line in order to protect
themselves because the agreements are legally
binding. The jOint issues paper proposed that a
slightly different path be taken of encouraging
public statements, in which industry would say, 'Yes
we will do this. That is what we hope to achieve'. In
that way interested stakeholders would state their
aims as opposed to making agreements and industry
would then be measured against its commitments.
When a legally-binding agreement is in place there
are all sorts of arguments about measurements and
punishments if you do not achieve them. If a public
commitment is made to achieve a goal and you can
be measured against that commitment, you can aim
to achieve your goal and you can be ambitious in
setting it. The EPA wants to move away from a legal
process that might be bogged down by lawyers
arguing in order to get the best possible minimum
deal rather than being a bit ambitious in public
commitment that can be strived for. Those sorts of
directions were widely supported by public
submissions and by industry, but they are not
contained in the bill.
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I turn now to the Victorian Local Govemance
Association which has provided a detailed
examination of the bill. It says:
The IWRAs were generally recognised as being the
major weaknesses in the existing legislation.

It agrees with the EPA that this was a major
weakness. It continues:
There were near universal hopes that this section of the
legislation would be reworked to provide more
flexibility and more scrutiny and enhance performance.

We do not have that. The bill makes only minor
amendments. The association's analysis continues:
The major shortcoming of the IWRAs at present is their
legally binding nature which has never been supported
by industry and which precludes vision and ambitious
undertaking on the part of industry for fear of
legislative consequence. To perpetuate this legal
relationship between the government agency and
industry is to provide a recipe for further inaction.

The key stakeholders support the change. I know the
minister supports it. She took it to cabinet and it was
knocked off! It was probably knocked off by the
Premier, whose attitude we are familiar with
because we have heard him on radio. If the minister
wants to put the prOvision back in the bill I shall
give her an opportunity to do so. I shall now move a
reasoned amendment to pick up some of the
problems left in the bill. I move:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof the words 'this bill be
withdrawn and redrafted to provide for - (a)
industrial waste agreements which are non-legal public
commitments to be prepared in accordance with
Environment Protection Authority guidelines; (b) a
landfilllevy which provides incentives to reduce waste;
(c) clear definition of the membership of the board of
Ecorecycle; and (d) full accountability of the
Environment Protection Authority for the spending by
the authority of the landfi111evy.'
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I remind the
house that those members intending to speak in the
debate will now be speaking to the proposed
legislation and the reasoned amendment of the
honourable member for Bundoora.

Ms GARBUTI' - The reasoned amendment
picks up on the three main problems in the
legislation and gives the minister the opportunity to
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withdraw the bill- which is essentially moving in
the right direction and which contains some good
things that the opposition does not oppose - and
include the items suggested in the reasoned
amendment. If the government does that the
legislation will be vastly improved.
If the government were to pick up the comments

that have come to me unanimously from industry,
waste management groups, community
conservation groups and local government and
include them in the bill it would achieve by 2000 the
target, which is now looking a little sick, of a 50 per
cent reduction in landfill waste. That target was
eminently achievable in 1992, but under this
minister has made only tiny steps - there has been
a 2 per cent reduction in four years. Will the minister
explain how she intends to achieve the other 48 per
cent because this bill will not take us to that target at
all?
I am sure the minister is disappointed that cabinet
refused one of the strongest points in the bill- that
is, to make changes to the industry waste reduction
agreements - but she has the chance now to pick up
the suggestions in the reasoned amendment, which
would vastly improve the bill and go much of the
way to achieving the 50 per cent target of a
reduction in waste that goes to landfill by 2000. But
without this reasoned amendment, we will go
nowhere near achieving that target. We may achieve
another 2 per cent, but no more, and that will be a
pathetic failure.
The minister needs to seize this chance and run with
it; otherwise we will simply be jumping up and
down on the one spot. The environmental
consequences for the community will be horrendous
if she does not address the matter now. The issue
was addressed in 1992 when an extensive
consultation process was gone through. We all
agreed that something needed to be done to reduce
waste or we would be buried under it.
Unfortunately, that target is slipping away from us.
We need to grasp the nettle and do something to put
us on the path of achieving our aim.
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - It is a pleasure to
support the bill. I also derive great fun in following
the honourable member for Bundoora because it is
like shooting ducks in the water. I first ran into the
honourable member not long after the 1992 election
when she ventured away from the manicured lawns
of Bundoora to the wilds of the Oandenongs and
took part in a demonstration outside my office. She
did not do too well then and has not done that much
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better ever since. But she still has aspirations to be
Leader of the Opposition, so we should give her
some encouragement. This important piece of
legislation substantially changes the Environment
Protection Act.
Mr Micallef -If you don't watch it you'll be put
in charge of the Parliament House Construction
Authority.
Mr McARTHUR - I think the honourable
member for Springvale is talking about his own job
prospects because he is more likely to be thrown out
of this place than I am. The bill significantly changes
the 1970 act in four major ways. It contains changes
to the structures and organisations set up under the
1970 act, which flow from the coalition's policies at
the March election. The bill also changes the
operation of waste management programs to
improve the effectiveness and accountability of
those programs and to extend them from the
metropolitan area, Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo to
all rural areas. The programs will now extend
statewide, which will have substantial benefits in the
longer term.
The bill also amends the landfilllevy and the way
the levy is distributed once accumulated in the
resource recovery fund. Finally, the bill alters the
Environment Protection AuthOrity's powers to deal
with materials, emissions and waste in emergency
situations. These changes are needed because in
some cases history has shown that the EPA lacks the
head of power to appropriately deal with waste in
emergency situations. It has had some strong
powers in those areas in the past, but they have not
always been powers that have been practical or
required at the time. The government introduces
these amendments to ensure that the EPA and
responsible organisations can effectively deal with
waste in emergency situations, including in the case
of a fire on industrial premises or in storage areas.
The opposition has moved a reasoned amendment
which proposes four things, the first of which is that
the bill be withdrawn to be redrafted and provide
for industrial waste agreements which are non-legal
public commitments to be prepared in tune with
Environment Protection AuthOrity guidelines. I am
surprised at the honourable member for Bundoora's
criticising a legally binding agreement. The normal
story we hear from the Labor Party is that this
government is too soft and cosy with business and it
never penalises its 'business mates'. Here is a
program which provides for legally binding
agreements, which can include substantial penalties
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for those businesses that fail to uphold or abide by
the conditions of the agreement, yet the honourable
member for Bundoora is saying, 'Hang on. That's a
bit nasty. They might argue about the terms and
conditions of that agreement or about whether they
have breached it. It might be easier if we just had a
voluntary, non-enforceable and much more wann
and cosy agreement'. That attitude is very odd,
particularly given that the opposition usually tries to
kick the head of business and at every turn wants to
legislate, regulate, prescribe, proscribe and write
things into the statute books in black and white. It is
a strange change of tack for the opposition!
The government will not be supporting the reasoned
amendment in whole or in part. The second part of
the amendment says that the bill should be redrafted
so that the landfilllevy in the bill provides an
incentive to reduce waste. What is the honourable
member for Bundoora saying there? Does she want
to increase the landfilllevy from $3 a tOIUle in the
metropolitan area? How much does she want the
rate to go up in metropolitan Melbourne? How
much does she want people to be charged to put
their tonne of waste into land fill? How much does
she want rates to go up in rural areas? Why doesn't
she tell the residents of Bundoora that she wants to
put up their garbage charge by 20 or 30 per cent?
What will she tell the local newspaper? Will she tell
her constituents that she wants their rubbish fees to
triple? She will be well received on that!
The honourable member for Bundoora also calls for
clear definition of the membership of the board of
Ecorecycle Victoria. The legislation provides for up
to 10 members to be appointed to the board of
Ecorecycle by the minister who will appoint those
members based on their ability, experience and
expertise. But that is not good enough for the
honourable member for Bundoora. She wants them
to be appointed from this and that group. She is
more interested in factions than functions. She wants
somebody from her mate's organisations, under her
cosy arrangements, to be appointed to this board to
carry out her instructions. The minister is not
interested in that, and neither is the government.
The government is more interested in appointing to
this board people who can achieve the targets the
government sets for waste reduction, recycling and
resource recovery in Victoria. It is not interested in
appointing mates, it wants people who can perform
the function properly and efficiently.
She complained also that the legislation does not
provide for the Environment Protection Authority to
be fully accountable for its expenditure of that
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section of the landfilllevy which will flow to it. How
the EP A spends the dollars it receives from the levy
will be fully accountable and exposed to scrutiny via
the budget processes, via its annual reporting to
Parliament processes, via its exposure to the
Auditor-General's independent audit function and
via the oversight of the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee. There is no need to prescribe
that in the legislation because it is already a fact.
Therefore, the argument the opposition proposes is
redundant and the government will not accept it.
I will now detail some of the proposed changes. As
the honourable member for Bundoora mentioned
the Environment Protection Council, which
'
currently has 12 members, will be abolished and an
En vironment Protection Board will be established.
That will be a much smaller board comprising three
members and will be skills-based - that is, the
members will be appointed for their ability and
expertise. The board will have the responsibility to
provide guidance and advice, particularly to
maintain an overview of the administration and
policies of the EPA, and to provide advice to the
minister and the authority on strategic and
management issues.
The board members will not be a lobby group or
representatives of various interest groups but will
provide strategic and policy advice. That will be
their role. The government rejects the notion they
should be representatives of community or industry
groups; that is not their proper role.
The bill also provides for the amalgamation of the
Recycling and Resource Recovery Council and the
Waste Management Council and establishes
Ecorecycle Victoria. The board of that organisation
will be appointed for its ability and expertise and
will have up to 10 members. The honourable
member for Bundoora complained that the bill does
not provide a stated minimum number of members.
I do not see the need for a stated minimum. The
legislation empowers the minister to appoint
members as she sees fit for a period of up to three
years. That will allow the minister to appoint
enough members to the board to ensure that
Ecorecycle Victoria properly fulfils its roles,
responsibilities and functions.
The board will be able to continue to function even if
~, 2 or 3 of the up to 10 members are absent through
illness, travel or whatever. If a minimum of
8 members were specified and 1 or 2 members were
absent the board would be in a quandary as to
whether it was entitled to function with only
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7 members. The opposition is trying to include
legalistic niceties, but they will only obstruct the
proper operation of this legislation and of the
organisations it sets up.
Ecorecycle Victoria will have a series of key roles
and responsibilities, which again the honourable
member for Bundoora criticised. She said Ecorecycle
would not be required to have an emphasis on waste
reduction prevention. I refer the honourable member
to proposed new section 49B(1)(a) which states:
The function of Ecorecyc1e Victoria is to protect the
environment by facilitating the achievement of (a) waste reduction objectives identified in Victorian
legislation and government policies; and
(b)

best practices in waste management.

This government has clearly outlined its waste
reduction objectives and strategies. The prime role
and responsibility of Ecorecycle will be the
achievement of those targets. Part of that is to
encourage industry to enter into management
programs and agreements to reduce the amount of
~aste p.roduced.1t is.not simply a matter of
unprovmg the handling or disposal of that waste· it
is an attempt to prevent the waste from being
,
produced in the first place. That is a sensible
approach. It is a damn sight better to stop it
occurring than to try to deal with it after the fact.
This is one of the core roles and responsibilities of
Ecorecycle Victoria. I do not know whether the
honourable member for Bundoora has read the
legislation but, if she has, she has missed the point. I
hope she takes note of what I have said because she
is clearly wrong in this case.
The bill also changes the application and amount of
the landfilllevy. Previously, the landfilllevy applied
to the Melbourne metropolitan area, Geelong,
Bendigo, Ballarat and the MOrnington Peninsula and
was applied at the rate of $3 a tonne for industrial
and commercial waste and $2 a tonne for municipal
waste. That will change. The differential will be
removed in those areas so that all waste going to
landfill will be charged at the rate of $3 a tonne. In
rural areas where the levy will apply for the first
time a flat rate of $2 a tonne will be charged. The
levy will apply only to licensed landfill; it will not
apply to the local tip in a tiny hamlet which is
unmanned and does not have either the staffing or
the management ability to measure and assess the
amo~t of waste that goes into it. It will apply only
to licensed landfills under the schedules to the act,
which are monitored and assessed by the EPA. In
general, that covers landfills catering for populations
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of 5000 or more. Therefore, although the levy applies
across Victoria it will not apply to those tiny hamlets
which have a local town tip. Eventually, I hope an
increasing amount of the waste that is disposed of
by being dumped in the local town tip will go to a
licensed landfill and be better managed and treated,
but at the moment those operations will continue as
they are.
As I said, the differential between the levy on
municipal waste and industrial and commercial
waste will be removed in the metropolitan area and
the new levy in rural areas will be a flat rate of $2 a
tonne. The way the pool of money raised from that
levy will be distributed will be changed.. Previously,
55 per cent of the fund went to the Waste
Management Council, 35 per cent went to the
Recycling and Resource Recovery Council and up to
10 per cent went to the EPA for its administration
and management program under the appropriate
section of the Environment Protection Act.
When the bill is passed 10 per cent of the levy will be
distributed as of right to the regional waste
management groups, 70 per cent will go to
Ecorecycle Victoria and 20 per cent will be allocated
to the EPA for its administration of particular
sections of the act. The increase for the EPA is a
reflection of our expectation that it will play a
greater role and have greater responsibility in waste
management and that it will cover other areas of
Victoria. In addition, we expect it will be more active
in ensuring that the best possible waste management
programs are undertaken at licensed landfills and
that it will undertake work to promote and
encourage industry to reduce the production of
waste and better handle the waste it does produce.
Together with a group of other people I recently
visited the Cadbury Schweppes plant at Ringwood
and the Robert Bosch plant at Clayton. Both those
major manufacturing businesses have had active
and effective waste management programs for some
years. It is good to see what can be achieved when a
business sets out to reduce the amount of waste it
produces simply by looking at all its production
process.
Cadbury Schweppes considered not only how it
could reduce the energy it used by introducing
better insulation and the better management of its
lighting and heating and those sorts of things but
also how it made the chocolate. The company
examined the machinery used for mixing the batches
of chocolate and the quality of the raw materials
used to make the final product with the aim of
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reducing the percentage of waste that was
generated. The company has been very successful. It
has managed to reduce the waste from the
production line by more than 50 per cent in some
areas, and it aims to improve on that. Impressive
programs such as those pay for themselves.
Companies find that programs such as those are
economically viable. It may cost the equivalent of
one or two salaries of $50 000 or $60 000 to organise
and manage the program and to pay for some
on-costs, but that may be returned many times over,
taking into account the amount of raw material
which becomes the end product but which would
otherwise end up as landfill, and the cost of
dumping it.
Industry is seeing the benefits of entering into waste
reduction agreements and examining its
manufacturing practices - that is, reviewing those
things which may have been done for 5,10,20 or
sometimes 50 or 60 years and which have become an
accepted part of the culture of that business. People
are asking, 'Do we really need to do it this way?',
and, 'Is this the right way to do it or is there a better
way?'. In many cases they are discovering there are
better ways and they are taking up those options.
That benefits them financially as well as benefiting
the general community.
Robert Bosch has a rapidly expanding business
making car components that are sold in markets in
Europe and in other places - particularly the
smart-lock technology, which Australia has been at
the forefront in developing. The work involves a lot
of automatic soldering, which in the past has been a
dirty process and which has produced a
considerable amount of waste. Robert Bosch has
found and applied a better process and has installed
more effective and efficient machinery. That has
resulted in a cleaner production process, with less
effluent and less waste going to landfill. Again, that
is a financial benefit to the company and a benefit to
the community in that less raw material ends up as
waste. Such programs could achieve positive results
in substantial parts of the manufacturing industry
across Victoria.
The bill will promote waste reduction programs that
encourage businesses to both reduce waste and
recover as much as they can from any waste that is
created. That must be supported and applauded. I
urge the honourable member for Bundoora to go out
and look at some of the programs that are being
developed by industries in this state.
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It is reasonable to expect that any agreement to carry
out a waste reduction program should have teeth. It
must not be just another feel-good exercise that
businesses can sign up to and then toss in the
bottom drawer or use as part of a marketing
campaign. If an agreement is entered into to reduce
and better handle waste, those who sign it should be
bound by it. I have no objection at all to penalties
being included in the bill. Businesses will sign up
willingly, but if they fail to meet the conditions they
should, as with any contract, bear the consequences.
That is just part of commercial life and it is part of
real life, although the opposition has not yet woken
up to that.
A number of changes have been made to the EPA's
powers to handle waste created in emergency
situations. When a fire in a petrochemical plant or
storage facility has created toxic waste, the authority
has had the power to dump the waste as it sees fit that is, to handle it. In some cases the waste can be
recovered and treated to make it less toxic and less
damaging, but there has been doubt about the
power of the EPA to undertake such activities. The
EPA has had the technology and management skills,
but the legal head of power has been in doubt. At
times the authority has been unsure about its power
to take the appropriate action to deal with
emergency situations.
The bill removes that doubt and authorises the EPA
to treat in the best possible way the waste created in
emergency situations. If that involves reprocessing,
treatment or transport, the EPA is authorised to
undertake all those activities. It is reasonable and
responsible of Parliament to give the EPA the power
and authority to treat any waste created in an
emergency. The EPA must have the power to reduce
the amount of toxic waste going into the
environment and the attendant risk to the
community. The government has seen fit to give the
EPA such powers, which will also be of substantial
benefit to the community.
I have already referred to some of the criticisms
mentioned by the honourable member for Bundoora.
She seems to have missed the point of the bill. It is a
substantive change. It is not as prescriptive as she
wants it to be; it does not provide for black and
white solutions in every circumstance. The bill
establishes powers, programs and process, so that
the people at the coal face who deal with these
situations can put in place the appropriate solutions.
Parliament can never anticipate every situation or
reliably predict all the trends in business or
manufacturing, and it certainly will never be able to
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predict emergency situations. Prescriptive legislation
cannot be drafted to cover every situation. It cannot
always say: if (a), then (b) and (c).
However, the appropriate authority can be given the
necessary powers to enable it to assess a situation
and deal with it using the best tools and resources
available at the time. So long as the work is done
practically, effectively, efficiently, and with goodwill
under the powers available to it, Parliament will
support the authority. If not, Parliament will not
give its support. But every step of the process cannot
be anticipated, so it cannot be laid out in black and
white. If that were done, an authority such as the
EPA would be bound to follow outdated or
outmoded programs that would have to be updated
at some time. Given the way Parliament develops
legislation, it would always be behind best practice.
The honourable member for Bundoora criticised the
consultation processes. Imagine her criticism if a
prescriptive program were updated regularly. She
would say, 'You haven't talked enough about this'.
Is one year enough; is two or three years enough
time? Probably not. She might be happy with three
or four, but even then, if the result was not what she
wanted she would say there had not been enough
consultation.
Last night in another debate I also mentioned
consultation. Often members of the opposition refer
to consultation when they mean capitulation. When
they say, 'We don't think you have consulted
enough', they really mean, 'You haven't agreed with
us'. Bad luck! They have had their chance. The bill
has been discussed. The EPA issued a policy
discussion document, and the proposal has been
discussed with industry, local government
authorities and other interest groups across the state.
From those discussions the legislation has been
fashioned and drafted.
There has been extensive and wide-ranging
discussion - but not enough for the honourable
member for Bundoora. I imagine it would never be
enough for the honourable member. The process has
worked well. By and large the concerns raised by
stakeholders have been addressed effectively. The
legislation will implement a program which will
reduce the amount of material going to landfill in
the coming years. An increasing number of
businesses will enter into waste management and
waste reduction agreements and adopt better
practices. Those agreements will have teeth - that
is, enforcement provisions.
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In the longer term that provides a substantial
community benefit. The honourable member for
Bundoora also said it was unfair following the
removal of the differential on the landfilllevy to put
all of the increased cost on municipal waste and not
increase the cost of commercial and industrial waste.
She pointed out that the amount of municipal waste
going to landfill was reducing while the amount
from commercial and industrial sources was
increasing. That is correct. The volume of municipal
waste is going down as a result of the effectiveness
of recycling and resource recovery programs and the
volume of industrial and commercial waste is going
up. However, it is not going up because businesses
are getting worse at handling it or are more slipshod
and are not managing their programs well, but
because Victorian industry is expanding.
It might have escaped the notice of the honourable

member for Bundoora that business is growing in
Victoria. She was not used to that happening when
Labor was in power between 1982 and 1992, but
times have changed and business is growing again,
and obviously the volume of by-products and waste
will also grow. The volume of waste going to landfill
from commercial and industrial sources is
expanding because there is more business. I think
that is terrific because it will provide more jobs for
my constituents, young and old alike. I, the
government and the rest of the community like the
idea that business is growing, and if the honourable
member for Bundoora does not like it, that is her bad
luck.
At the heart of this legislation is the government's
intention to provide proper programs for dealing
with waste management and establish proper
structures with the necessary authority to enforce
those programs. The bill deserves the support of all
honourable members. The reasoned amendment
moved by the honourable member for Bundoora is
total nonsense and will not be supported by the
government.
Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I have much
pleasure in supporting the reasoned amendment of
the honourable member for Bundoora. I was taken
aback somewhat by the contribution of the
honourable member for Monbulk.

An honourable member interjected.
Mrs MADDIGAN - Indeed, members on his
own side are also somewhat taken aback. The
honourable member for Monbulk's half hour
contribution was extraordinary. He spent 20 minutes
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totally misrepresenting what the honourable
member for Bundoora had said. I can only assume
he slept through her contribution or totally
misunderstood it, because he spent 10 minutes
giving the house a boring and totally irrelevant
account of a day he spent swanning around
Cadbury Schweppes and other industrial sites at
Ringwood. I am sure all honourable members are
glad he had an extremely nice day, but I am sure
many Victorians would like to know what that has
to do with waste management in Victoria. I am
surprised he did not tell us what he had for lunch
and so on.
While the honourable member for Bundoora was on
her feet, the honourable member for Monbulk asked
me if I was speaking next and said he had better go
and get his notes together. I am not sure he brought
the right notes into the house because his speech did
not seem to have a great deal to do with the
legislation. I can only assume he was writing his
notes when the honourable member for Bundoora
was speaking or he would have realised how
sensible her contribution was.
Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mrs MADDIGAN - The Minister for
Conservation and Land Management seems a bit
anxious. Perhaps she is finding this subject a bit
awkward. I have plenty of time to get on with it. The
opposition can understand that the minister might
feel uneasy about the bill, and perhaps she is
suggesting there is some validity in the reasoned
amendment proposed by the honourable member
for Bundoora.
There is no doubt that currently the removal and
appropriate treatment of waste in our community is.
a problem. In some areas, particularly in
municipalities, that has a great deal to do with the
excessive packaging of materials. It is unfortunate
that the minister has never bothered to show any
real concern about the problem, which I know has
been raised with her by a number of groups.
I agree with the honourable member for Bundoora
that some parts of the bill are worthwhile. Certainlythe amalgamation of the Recycling and Resource
Recovery Council and the Waste Management
Council to form Ecorecycle Victoria is a
forward-looking move in waste management. A
friend of mine who works in waste management
recently said of the process leading to the
introduction of the bill that there was some good
news and some bad news. The good news is that thte
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process in relation to the bill was one of the rare
occasions on which the government actually
consulted with interested groups, and the bad news
is that the way much of the detail of the bill is
written will produce the totally opposite effect to
what came out of the consultation process. The
honourable member for Bundoora clearly dealt with
some of the areas in which the provisions of the bill
are contrary to the recommendations made by the
various groups that were consulted by or which
made submissions to the government before the bill
was introduced.
The government seems to misunderstand the
consultation process. Consultation is not a process of
just listening to what people say and then going
away and ignoring it; it is supposed to be an
interactive process that involves negotiation and
coming to some sort of arrangement. The
honourable member for Monbulk does not seem to
quite understand the full range of strategies required
in a proper waste management program. He
attacked the honourable member for Bundoora in
relation to the landfilllevy and seemed not to
understand that the amount paid as landfilllevy is
totally relevant to a proper waste management
strategy, part of which involves encouraging
municipalities to really look at sensible waste
reduction and realise that tipping and landfill are
high-cost activities.
Indeed, over the years councils have found the
prohibitive cost of those activities a burden on their
budgets. Now under the CUlTent environment of
reduced revenues as a result of the government's
policies on local government rates - yet another
unwarranted intrusion into local government
affairs - they are being forced to look at this area
quite closely. Municipalities have had a great deal of
success in dealing with waste strategies, and I must
say even the Moonee Valley Oty Council, which
unfortunately still has unwanted and uncared for
commissioners, although residents are looking
forward to March next year when they will finally
get the opportunity of re-electing councillors, has
:nade an attempt to do something about it.
The reference to municipal waste reminds me of the
compulsory competitive tendering process in
\1oonee Valley which bears out how problematical
:he cost of landfill can be. It causes many residents of
Essendon great sadness that under the forced system
ofCCT-The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perrin) - Order! I

am having some difficulty relating the remarks of
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the honourable member for Essendon to the bill. The
honourable member is permitted to make passing
references to other matters but I ask her to get on
with the bill.
Mrs MADDIGAN - I am referring to garbage
collection and the cost of landfill which affected the
tender. I shall come to that shortly. The staff
employed at Essendon and Moonee Valley were
highly regarded by the residents, and the residents
were greatly concerned when those employees lost
their jobs. The reason they lost their jobs was not
that they performed their jobs less efficiently than
the successful tenderer, but that the tenderer could
do the landfill much more cheaply. That points out
the importance of the cost of landfill, and that is one
of the points raised by the member for Bundoora.
Municipalities have been among the best examples
in terms of reducing waste. The move from big bins
to small bins is being looked at in a number of areas
apart from Bundoora. The City of Moonee Valley
has just announced that the large bins will be
replaced with small bins at a cost of $800 000. This
news came as a shock to the residents because there
had been no consultation about this issue. However,
I believe most people would regard it as a
worthwhile process.
These factors cannot be regarded in isolation. For
them to work they have to be part of an overall
council strategy for waste management. The concern
is not just about the removal of household waste;
one has to consider residents who for various
reasons do not have other means of disposing of
waste. One of the mistakes that the Moonee Valley
council made was that at the same time as it
introduced the smaller bins it also removed the
kerbside collection of rubbish. This made it
exceptionally difficult for older residents, or
residents who were not mobile, to get rid of rubbish
that would not fit into smaller bins. The residents
were not informed that this was going to occur, even
though the money was allowed for in the last
council budget. It was only when a resident rang the
council to inquire when the next kerbside collection
of rubbish was coming to his street that he was
informed that the service had been withdrawn. Once
again that indicates the lack of consultation which
frequently occurs when we have commissioners
rather than councillors running local government. It
was only after a great deal of pressure from local
residents that the commissioners were convinced to
change their minds. I presume that was tied in with
the introduction of the smaller bins.
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Before I come to the specific provisions of the bill I
want to refer to a couple of other matters. Packaging
is a major area of concern in the production of
unnecessary waste. I am frequently appalled when I
go to breakfasts. In a small way one can see the total
waste of resources on breakfast tables. The butter is
wrapped up in individual packages; the jam is in a
separate jar; the cereal is in a separate container; and
the orange juice and other juices are frequently in
other containers. Even at a small breakfast one could
have a tableful of unnecessary waste. The
government should encourage people to refrain
from using unnecessary packaging.
An Honourable Member - You must have very
interesting breakfasts at your place.

MI5 MADDIGAN - I am glad that the member
over there is interested in the breakfast. I would be
more than happy to invite her out to some of the
breakfasts that I attend. She can see for herself and
enjoy opening the packages.
I agree with the overall strategy of the Environment
Protection (Amendment) Bill and I am glad the
government is taking this matter seriously.
However, as has been outlined by the member for
Bundoora, there are some serious omissions from
the bill, and these matters should be taken into
account.
The honourable member for Monbulk seemed to
have some problems with what the honourable
member for Bundoora said on the Ecorecycle
Victoria representation. The bill mentions
representation of 10 people on the council. I do not
believe the member for Bundoora found any
problem with that. She was suggesting that the bill
should be specific about the minimum number of
people to be on the council. The member for
Monbulk appeared to be agreeing with her.
The problem with the board of Ecorecycle Victoria is
the same problem that has occurred with a number
of boards that have been set up recently by the
government. For example, I refer to the Arts
Institutions (Amendment) Bill which dealt with
appointments to the Library Board of Victoria.
Discretion in the selection of the people appointed to
these boards is left in the hands of the minister.
Regardless of who is the minister, it amounts to
unnecessary political interference in the selection of
these people. To suggest that boards should not be
representative of groups who have specific and
specialised knowledge in these areas is a very odd
approach. Next those opposite will be telling us that
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we should not have doctors on medical boards,
engineers on engineering boards or, indeed,
politicians in Parliament.
I should have thought it would be a sensible idea to
have on boards people who have specialist
knowledge and represent large areas. These are the
people who deal with the problems every day and
have an interest in the problems and real expertise in
the area. To suggest that we should have boards that
do not take those people into account seems a
strange idea. In a recent departmental briefing it was
said that the government's preference is to have
skills-based people rather than representative-based
people on boards. That statement assumes that the
two concepts are mutually exclusive, but that is not
true at all.
The statement conflicts strongly with what the
Premier said recently in relation to the committee
that is going to review the Auditor-General's office.
The Premier was defending the appointment of one
of the members because he was a representative of
the professional body. One would assume that if
that is a reasonable proposal in relation to the review
of the Auditor-General's office it would be a
reasonable proposal for other boards set up by the
government. There is no justification for trying to
exclude people who have knowledge,
understanding and a strong professional interest in
this area. The only problem is that often these people
represent the community, and their views from time
to time may be inconvenient for the government.
People in the community frequently complain that
the government does not consult with them or listen
to what they have to say.
The landfilllevy will increase from 10 per cent to
20 per cent. At the same time the requirement of the
EPA to account directly for the use of this money is
removed. I think the removal of that requirement is
unfortunate. One would like to see a direct
relationship between the money that the EPA
receives from landfill and moves to ensure that
waste management strategies are introduced. It
seems to be unjustified to remove the accounting
principle in view of the fact that the levy rises by
100 per cent. I am sure we will be interested to hear
the minister's reasons for excluding that provision
from the bill. The prOvision for automatic CPI
increases to the levy has also been removed. We
have not really had any indication in the
second-reading speech or anywhere else about why
that has been removed. It was contained in the
previous bill and there does not seem to be any real
reason to remove it.
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The lack of community and local government
representation on the board of Ecorecycle Victoria is
a concern. Municipalities are investigating many
strategies for waste management and it is important
that they have a specialised forum at which they can
discuss strategies with local government and other
areas. The Oty of Moonee Valley was undertaking a
major proposal to change the waste management
practices in its city. By having representatives from
local government on the board of Ecorecycle
Victoria, much work would be saved in terms of
councils duplicating work.

The audit found that food scraps and green waste,
which includes grass clippings, leaves and prunings,
comprised 47 per cent of rubbish that could have
been recycled and 13 per cent was paper, cartons,
glass, cans and plastic. The report said if all councils
had effective collection systems for garden waste,
13 per cent of garbage could be diverted into
recycling. That is a clear message to municipal
councils to take this matter seriously and to look at
their waste management systems. In 1985 councils
thought they were doing the world a great favour by
introducing larger waste bins for kerbside recycling.

Overseas evidence and expertise should be
considered. I understand Germany has an
interesting system of waste management.
Residential units are allocated coloured bins and the
residents separate their rubbish to the extent that
they have one receptacle for tins, one for plastics,
one for papers and one for garbage. I understand the
system has worked well for a number of years and
that the residents accept the proposals.

I strongly support the reasoned amendment moved
by the honourable member for Bundoora because it
tidies up the loose ends and will provide a more
effective piece of legislation. Victoria is still a long
way behind some other states. For example,
Burnside in South Australia and Fremantle in
Western Australia are well known for their
innovative rubbish collecting strategies.
Unfortunately because of some of the negative
aspects of the bill Victoria will still be seen to be well
behind the Australian standard of waste
management where once it was at the forefront. The
bill is good in part but, as the honourable member
for Bundoora said, the opposition is concerned that
the target will not be achieved by 2000, because a
47 per cent improvement is required in four years. I
hope the government will encourage councils, if
necessary by legislation, to develop waste
management strategies so that the agreement set by
a previous Liberal government is achieved by 2000
and the state takes recycling and waste management
seriously in the future.

Many measures can be incorporated in waste
recycling for municipal areas. Further studies and
research should be done by the Environment
Protection AuthOrity from the money it receives
from the landfilllevy. The Age of 29 November 1995
includes an article by Caroline Milburn, the
environment reporter entitled 'Our recycling record
is a load of rubbish'. The report refers to an audit of
rubbish thrown in to household garbage bins each
week which found that 80 per cent of that rubbish
could be recycled. I am glad I was not one of the
researchers because they went through the bins of
more than 3000 Melbourne households in
30 councils! That is not a task many of us would
approach with enthusiasm. The audit found that
only 19 per cent of rubbish was put out for recycling.
Although the audit found that 80 per cent of rubbish
thrown in to household garbage bins each week
could be recycled, only 19 per cent was put out for
recycling.
The audit demonstrates there is considerable
educative work and community involvement
required before people get in to the habit of
recycling material. Many people just do not think
about it and do not separate their rubbish so part of
it can be recycled. The average household's total
weekly rubbish pile increased from 132 kilograms in
1994 to 16 kilograms in 1995. That is of concern
when one thinks of the increasing population of
Melbourne and the increasing cost of landfill.

Mr DIXON (Dromana) -It gives me great
pleasure to add some thoughts to the debate on this
bill. I refer to education issues from money raised
from the landfilllevy. Education is not just for
schoolchildren but also the wider community and I
believe it will affect rural communities. Urban areas
have efficient and longstanding waste management
and landfill programs, but rural areas have not built
up good practices and do not have efficient landfill
systems in place. They need the opportunity to
improve their systems and educate their
communities. There is a need for waste management
and resource recovery services in rural Victoria.

The bill ensures that rural Victoria will be one of the
major beneficiaries of waste management, which is
important because it has missed out badly in the
past. The Recycling and Resource Recovery Council
and the Waste Management Council have been
merged to form Ecorecycle Victoria. The two

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (AMENDMENT) BILL
1772

ASSEMBLY

councils gave grants to waste management regions
throughout metropolitan Melbourne and regional
areas such as Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong and the
Mornington Peninsula, which I represent.
The grants have been funded through money
accumulated from the landfilllevy. Since its
introduction the levy has raised the vast amount of
$29 million, which is certainly being used wisely.
Some 90 per cent of that $29 million has gone to
various municipal programs, even though the levy
municipal governments have paid on their waste
really amounts to only about 30 per cent of the total
levy fund. The remaining 70 per cent has come from
levies on commercial and industrial waste. Our
municipal councils have been receiving far more
than they have actually paid in levies, so they have
done well.
Kerbside collection programs have also been funded
by the levy, to the tune of $5 million. They are a
simple solution to our waste management problem,
and in addition they are extremely practical.
Municipalities with good kerbside collection
programs have weekly, fortnightly and monthly
collections, depending on whether it is general
rubbish or other rubbish such as newspapers,
cardboard boxes and magazines that are being
recycled. The latter are bunched up neatly on nature
strips and collected for recycling - and money has
gone into research in that area.
When recycling was first introduced the only thing
householders could put out was newspapers - and
in offices you could put out only white paper.
Whereas now, because of the money that has gone
into research, we can recycle any cardboard or paper
products.
We also have glass collections, so people can leave
out their empty bottles and jars - or their broken
glasses from parties the night before. Before, we just
threw them all in the bin because we did not realise
they could be recycled. We also have kerbside
collections of green waste, and in some areas you
can also put out old fridges, furniture, mattresses
and other large items. The $5 million that has gone
into developing those programs has been well spent.
The money has been paid back 100 times, both in
savings and in the benefits that have come from
educating the community on what recycling is all
about.
Some $2 million has been spent in the waste
management regions on litter prevention. This
problem has been around forever: people have
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always thrown rubbish out of cars and around
shopping centres. In the past children did not think
twice about littering school grounds and just
dropped litter all over the place. No-one thought
about the ramifications of dropping litter. Now we
have programs that educate adults and school
children about the danger to the environment of
dropping litter. Not only is it unsightly, spoiling the
amenity of the environment, but once it is dropped it
has to go somewhere. When it rains, litter is washed
into the gutters, and then all sorts of rubbish ends up
being washed into the bay.
That certainly concerns me because my electorate
borders Port Phillip Bay. Today the community is
much better educated when it comes to the
consequences of littering. Therefore, the bay is
healthier. A recent RMIT study showed that the
water quality of the bay is improving, and the levy
funds have contributed to that. However, we cannot
stop there. We need better systems of waste
management and recycling in our rural areas. That
cannot happen without a major financial investment,
because a lot of work has to go into the scientific
aspects of systems such as those.
The extension of the landfilllevy across the state will
certainly be a major contribution to the money that is
needed to improve and extend our waste
management recycling programs. The levy will
apply only to licensed landfills. In the past rural
landfill areas consisted of holes in the ground, which
were not patrolled. Now, however, there are
licensed landfills which serve communities of more
than 5000 people. The levy will be charged at the
gate.
Some people might complain because they have
never had to pay a levy before, but a lower rate will
be struck for those who are paying for the first time.
The levies those communities pay, based on a charge
per tonne of waste dumped, will be repaid with
interest. We do not like taking money out of people's
pocket, but because they will get a good return on
their investment, we know it is worthwhile. It is
important that the community is educated on the
usefulness of recycling. The returns to municipalities
will not be less than the amounts they pay in landfill
levies. At present the amount they pay equals the
grants they receive in return, but in a lot of cases the
grants will exceed the levies that are paid.
Once the landfilllevy is struck and the system is in
place, rural Victorian councils will be the first to
benefit by receiving grants for various waste
management and recycling programs. They will get
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them straightaway. It is not as though they will be
paying the levy from next year onwards but waiting
thIee years to receive some benefits. The benefits
will flow to the rural community straightaway.
These initiatives and the regionalisation of waste
management mean that rural waste management
will stay at its current level, which is the level we
expect in our urban areas.
Another key reform is the removal of the differential
between municipal and non-municipal waste. I did
not realise there was a difference, because to me
rubbish is rubbish: it does not matter whether it is
municipal, industrial, domestic or retail garbage, it
still has to be disposed of, recycled or used as
landfill. The removal of that differential is a practical
step and creates a level playing field. In practical
terms it was an unmanageable burden when the
source of the rubbish had to be determined at the tip
gate. How do you sort out what part of the
truckload came from a municipal collection and
what part came from domestic sources?
The landfilllevy will be paid quarterly, which has
advantages. Far greater sums of money will be
involved, and for that money to be accumulating is
unwise financial management. In areas that do not
have a weighbridge it will be far easier to calculate
the levies. The final quarterly payment will be used
as a rebate for recyclable goods.
There will be some benefits to the environment. In
an ideal world people would be able to recycle
everything and not fill up holes in the ground. The
landfilllevy is an incentive to apply the principles of
good waste management. Not only does the landfill
levy provide money to enhance recycling and
resource management, but in the end it should do
itself out of business and we should not need
landfill. We will always need some sort of landfill,
but if it is too cheap to dump things in holes, the
holes will just fill up. That happened for years at the
local tips. As the community and our regional areas
develop and as Melbourne grows we will not be able
to afford to set land aside for landfill.
Paragraph (b) of the reasoned amendment moved by
the honourable member for Bundoora requests a
landfilllevy that provides incentives to reduce
waste. The government is already fulfilling that
request by striking this levy across Victoria. We will
see a greater reduction in landfill, especially in rural
areas where the levy has not been in place before.
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The bulk of the levy will be administered by the new
group called Ecorecycle Victoria. Grants will be
available for education, information, research and
support programs. Education programs are vitally
important. It is not the government's intention to
add to the already overburdened curriculum in
schools, but waste management education should be
part of their ordinary everyday processes.
Many schools have separate recycling bins for paper
and foodstuffs. From a young age children are being
encouraged to recycle, but the education programs
will go much further than that. There are ample
opportunities in the curriculum standards
framework for environmental studies for children to
do practical research projects and go on excursions
to recycling centres and even to their locallandfill
depots to learn about where the rubbish they threw
out at home has gone. It is one thing to see the box of
bottles or the pile of newspapers taken off every
fortnight, but it is sound commonsense for children
to know where those items go and to understand the
cycle. Throughout their lives they will understand
what recycling is all about.
Funding waste management education programs is
a tremendous investment in the future of our
environment. The community also needs to be
educated, and that can be done through advertising
and the distribution of leaflets and articles by local
shires and councils. It is important that the
community understand what recycling is about.
Even though it might be a bother to put different
waste materials out for collection on different nights,
if people recognise the benefits of doing that we can
all work together to reduce waste. The benefit will
be improvements to our environment.
Rural areas will benefit greatly through recycling
and waste reduction. It will be a real boon to rural
communities and is great news for them. As I said
earlier, we sometimes refer to things in economic
terms. This measure is about a return on our interest,
and anyone who is getting a good return on interest
is happy.
The bill will consolidate a number of aspects of the
existing waste management program. It will
consolidate the excellent positive initiatives that
have already been taken and will better define the
roles of our waste management councils. Those
councils will be receiving direct payments varying
between $43000 and $110000 per annum, which is
over and above any research or educational projects
they might be undertaking.
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I shall quote a passage from the minister's
second-reading speech which is a wonderful
summary of the bill. It encapsulates everything that I
and the other speakers on the government side have
been talking about. The minister states:
If we are to provide for the standard of living we enjoy

now into the future we cannot afford to be profligate in
the way we consume materials on which our lifestyle
depends. In simple terms this means we must minimise
the waste we create in the first place, optimise the
recovery of any waste we do create for beneficial
purposes, and manage residue of waste in a way that
protects the environment.

I therefore commend the bill to the house. It will
provide for a cleaner and greener rural Victoria, and
I know of no reason why the house should support
the reasoned amendment moved by the honourable
member for Bundoora.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - Under the
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill a waste
reduction target of 50 per cent by the year 2000 is
unrealistic. In 1992, under the Kimer government,
Victoria set itself an achievable target of minimising
the amount of waste going to landfill by 50 per cent
by the year 2000. The Victorian Local Governance
Association, when considering the bill, referred to
improvements that were under way under the
former Labor government. It says:
The Kennett government inherited Australia's premier
waste minimisation and recycling system. Some of the
features of this system included:
1.

A system which was in a competitive mode due to its
determination to show that a voluntary
kerbside-<:entred system could successfully
compete with South Australia's container deposit
system;

2.

a system which has been substantially supported by
packaging industry financial contributions and
commitments to strong buy-back prices;

3.

a history of close working relationships between the
community sector, the collection industry,
packaging industry, and local and state
government; and

4.

a clear government readiness to implement policy
instrument pricing to achieve waste minimisation.

I support the reasoned amendment moved by the
honourable member for Bundoora, which
strengthens the bill. The bill has some worthwhile
provisions, but the opposition believes it is not
strong enough. The reasoned amendment addresses
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four areas that need substantial improvement.
Victorians have a commitment to waste
minimisation and they have shown that. The
honourable member for Dromana clearly outlined
his experience with the education system and the
great work that has been done by both Liberal and
Labor governments encouraging children to adopt
waste minimisation messages. Whether parents
wanted to hear the message or not, they heard it
from their children! In Victoria the message is not
getting through to the industry and the commercial
sector. The bill should have addressed this issue but
it does not.
The bill adopts what I consider is a minimalist
approach to waste reduction. The likelihood that the
government will meet its year 2000 targets as a result
of the bill is nil! The message - reduce, reuse, and
recycle - that was spelt out clearly by the Kimer
government unfortunately does not come through
strongly enough in the bill.
The honourable member for Bundoora outlined
information she has on the rolling by cabinet of a
number of good provisions that were to be included
in the bill. On 17 October the Premier stated on the
Neil Mitchell program on 3AW that he did not wish
to publicly support smaller municipal bins. He
launched an extraordinary attack on local
government in general and Boroondara City Council
in particular. It is tough for a minister to have a
strong bill when the Premier's heart is not in the bill
or environment protection. However, the
community wants the bill to be strengthened.
I shall consider some figures relating to Victoria's
attempt to reach a 50 per cent reduction in landfill
by the year 2000. The good news is there has been a
2.B per cent reduction in landfill waste, but there has
been an improvement in only one sector - that is,
local government. The good news is that local
government has reduced the waste to landfill by
13 per cent and we applaud that. Unfortunately
commercial waste going to landfill has not been a
success because it has increased by 5 per cent. The
opposition is disappointed about that, as are all
Victorians - and I am sure the government is
disappointed! However, we cannot just be
disappointed! We must put measures in place that
address the minimisation of waste to landfill.
Commercial waste must be minimised!
Ratepayers will bear the increased cost of the landfill
levy. It has been proven that people are highly
motivated to minimise municipal waste when costs
are increased. The community has embraced this
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change. As I outlined earlier, if parents are not
committed their children will carry them along. Less
waste from councils means less cost for ratepayers!
The Moreland Oty Council covers most of my
electorate. It has embraced waste minimisation. In
the November Moreland City News it states three key
points in its strategy. Firstly, it says that Moreland
council is encouraging people to reduce the amount
of their waste. Secondly, more than half of the
residents have asked for smaller bins as a result of
the work that the council has already done during
the past six months. Thirdly, the council is not
satisfied with that because it is intending to send out
further letters to ratepayers in April offering them
another chance to change to smaller bins. The good
news for Moreland is that two-thirds of those who
have responded have requested 50 or BO-litre bins.
Previously less than 5 per cent of Moreland residents
had SO-litre bins. The other good news is the
council's success with the hard rubbish collection.
Cr Kerr says:
The best news is the increase in the amount of hard
rubbish recycled this year. The contractor Preston
Waste estimates recycling could be as high as
20 per cent of the waste. This is up from 10 per cent last
year.

That is certainly good news for Moreland. A second
landfill issue concerns commercial waste. The bill
sets the levy at $3 a tonne, but that increases the
municipal levy not the commercial levy . What will
motivate the commercial sector to minimise waste?
It was good to hear the news about Cadbury's but
that is not enough. The volume of waste in the
commercial sector is increasing. The bill could have
provided an opportunity to use the levy to motivate
industry, but that has not occurred.
A good example of an organisation that has been
recycling commercial waste, particularly building
products, was the one using the land on which the
Reggio Calabria Oub is built, on the corner of
Brunswick Road and the Tullamarine Freeway,
Brunswick. People who use the freeway will be
familiar with the commitment of the organisation to
recycle building waste and thereby generate income
to help build the club. For a number of years that
small area was used continually to recycle
commercial waste.
That club has shown imaginatively what can be
achieved when given incentives to recycle
commercial waste. The government should also
encourage the building industry to show that it too
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is committed to reusing and recycling commercial
waste. The minister may have missed a wonderful
opportunity on the Moonee Boulevard land, but she
has not completely lost that opportunity in the bill.
The bill must be strengthened.
Industrial waste agreements are major weapons that
can be used to encourage industry to reduce waste,
but they will be a failure under this bill. The
Environment Protection Authority has negotiated
only nine agreements so far - hardly enough to
substantially reduce waste in Victoria. Because these
agreements are legally binding, companies fight for
minirnalist conditions. Companies that take that
legal approach should be motivated by being
charged higher rates for landfill. The EPA wanted
these industrial waste agreement partnerships to be
flexible yet the cabinet, unfortunately, has removed
that opportunity from this bill.
The honourable member for Bundoora has
suggested some good amendments. I commend
paragraphs (a) and (b) of her reasoned amendment.
Paragraph (a) states:
industrial waste agreements which are non-legal public
commitments to be prepared in accordance with
Environment Protection Authority guidelines ...

I particularly support paragraph (b) which states:
a landfilllevy needs to be introduced which provides
incentives to reduce waste ...

The industrial waste agreements do not do that. In
the year 2000 when commentators consider the
waste targets set in 1992 under the Kimer Labor
government, which were considered to be
achievable, they will look in horror at the
opportunity lost on 6 December 1996 and in this bill.
Mr CARU (Coburg) - I am disappointed with
the Environment Protection Authority (Amendment)
Bill. It could have been an opportunity to push to the
fore waste minimisation and recycling programs to
improve Victoria's economic and environmental
performance. One could consider waste a lost
opportunity because most of it, particularly
industrial waste, can be recycled for new uses.

The former Labor government had a strong tradition
in the area of waste minimisation, and this
government could have taken up the opportunity in
this bill to further build on that. It could have
produced a bill that realises the full potential of
waste minimisation and recycling so that the
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Victorian community could confront the problem in
the same way that most industrial societies in the
world are confronting the problem.
I agree with the move to merge the Recycling and
Resource Recovery Council with the Waste
Management Council to form Ecorecycle, but the bill
is incredibly limited in that regard. We talk about
waste minimisation demanding a price
mechanism - that is, building a price mechanism
into it so we can assist recycling - which can be
achieved by increasing the costs of the landfilllevy
and encouraging people to recycle. But this bill takes
us in another direction.
Local government has been performing in this area.
It has managed to reduce its waste through
education and charging extra for bins and so on. The
many strategies of local government have resulted in
a 13 per cent reduction in local government waste in
landfill. But there has been no increase for industry.
The honourable member for Monbulk said the
reason private enterprise landfill waste had
increased by 5 per cent was that industry is better,
bigger and larger. That is not true. For a number of
years targets have been set to reduce landfill waste,
yet not enough pressure is being put on industry to
do that. The same can be said about industry waste
reduction agreements. Those agreements are weak
in addressing waste minimisation. They are not well
enforced and under this bill will be even less
enforceable.
Waste minimisation is achieved by offering a
combination of the carrot and stick. As can be learnt
from good practices both in Australia and overseas,
we need to create markets for waste products, but
we also want to reduce waste by charging landfill
levies and introducing other mechanisms and
agreements to minimise waste. Economic
mechanisms need to be put in place and markets
need to be created for waste. But the market system
should be only one mechanism to bring about waste
minimisation.
That is not being done in this bill. The opportunity
was available but it was not taken up. Instead local
government charges will increase from $2 to $3 a
tonne, which puts it in line with commercial
interests. The irony is that local government has
been performing. Why provide a bigger stick for
local government when commercial interests are
increasing the amount of waste going to landfill? It
is nonsense.
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The other side is education. Education is not so
much a stick as an attempt to change the mind-set of
people. Local government has performed and it is at
the front line of waste minimisation. People know
about the way municipalities take charge of
providing bins and education programs. In my
electorate the Oty of Moreland makes great use of
multilingual information. It also provides discussion
groups in which local groups can explain the
importance of recycling. Although local government
is prOviding efficient services it is being punished.
That does not make sense.
I turn to marketing. Waste products need a market;
we need someone to buy them. The situation has
developed where the commercial incentive has gone
out of the price. A major problem is that the market
price is not a great incentive for people to recycle.
We need to have price mechanisms that work. The
collapse of the price of recycled glass in Victoria is a
major disincentive to waste minimisation and
recycling. We have similar problems with the price
of plastics, particularly PET. If market mechanisms
are to be used we must ensure that those
mechanisms work to maximise waste reduction.
I am sympathetic to some of the proposals in this
bill. It rationalises the body that is involved in waste
reduction, it continues the application of the levy,
and it has targets. However, its weakness is that it
does not come to grips with the existing major
impediments to good recycling programs. We need
to consider how to tackle that issue. During the
Labor period in government this state was at the
front line of recycling in Australia; the waste
minimisation programs were groundbreaking in the
Australian context, and in many areas Victoria's
reputation was international. Today at best there is a
reliance on Labor's groundbreaking work but there
is no attempt - although the opportunity exists and
certainly the political support is there from the
Labor Party - to take that further step and say, 'We
are about environmental protection, we are about
waste minimisation, and we are also about utilising
these resources'.
As I said, there are wasted opportunities. Much of
what is put into landfill is of enormous economic
value, but only when it is returned to the recycling
and production streams. It is important that
corporate and retail sectors adopt best practice,
which is being aware that there is a cost for
everything that is thrown out and that it is in the
interests of both those sectors to reduce that cost.
There is an economic benefit in being strong
recyclers and in minimising waste. However, that
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requires a series of incentives and disincentives, and
it is important to get the balance right. The
legislation avoids finding the balance, and I am
afraid that is an opportunity missed.
The opposition is critical of this bill, and I support
the reasoned amendment moved by the honourable
member for Bundoora, which basically requests the
house to go back and at least fill in the gaps. I accept
that part of the bill is good, because it is based on the
Labor Party's work when in government. However,
there are major gaps and they must be filled in to
ensure that waste minimisation is a central plank not
only of our economy but also of our social and civic
life. We must ensure the community conserves,
recycles and takes up those wasted economic
opportunities.
We need to look at the strengths of the system
introduced by the then Labor government and
conduct a serious analysis of the programs that have
been put in place. We need to look also at the
backdowns by this government, because in a
number of areas the government has seemingly
backed down by not taking the big stick to some
parts of the industrial sector for their practices. That
is shortsightedness, because in the long term it is in
the interests of both the industrial and retail sectors
to be more responsible. It is a question of saying,
'Let's think in the long term. Let's act locally and act
globally and let's intervene in our environment and
produce something that is worth while'.
The current system has some major gaps which must
be confronted. The first gap in this legislation is the
membership of Ecorecycle. It is critical that there be
a clear undertaking of what it means to create a
partnership. This government has thrown out the
notions of partnership, tripartism and bringing
together the stakeholders, but we need to rethink
that if we are to tackle waste minimisation. The bill
should identify those stakeholders to ensure they
have representation on the Ecorecycle board so that
we can genuinely confront this issue from all
sides - the community, the industrial and
commercial sides and local and state government and bring all the players together.
The opposition is concerned also about funding for
the EPA and the weakening of its role in this state. It
is concerned that the EPA is funded by and made
accountable to agreements rather than maintaining
its independence. It is important that the EPA is not
dependent simply on the drip-feed of charges from
other interests to fund its coffers. It must be strong
and independent and must have a clear mandate to
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act diligently against those who fail to meet their
waste minimisation agreements.
This bill is an opportunity lost. We are not doing all
that well. Local councils perform extraordinarily
well in terms of waste minimisation, but in other
areas that is not occurring to anywhere near the
extent it should be. The idea of halving landfill by
2000 is becoming increasingly unrealistic. That is an
important target and one the Labor Party set when
in government. We should continue to follow that
target, but to do that we must have a strong EPA,
strong levies and incentives for recycling and a
strong market for recycled products so they come
back into the production stream.
It is important that we build on Victoria's strengths
with regard to waste minimisation and recycling.
Those strengths are recognised by all members of
this house, but we also have weaknesses, and those
weaknesses are not tackled in this bill. The elements
of the bill that I am sympathetic to are those that will
rationalise the existing organisations by creating
Ecorecycle Victoria. However, there are major gaps
in the role the bill gives the BPA, including how
much stick it can use. The government is in danger
of punishing the wrong people - that is, those who
are performing best.
Why increase the landfilllevy on local government
when its performance has clearly been at the cutting
edge? That increase is being imposed at the same
time as rates have been capped and services are
strapped for cash. Not only is local government
struggling financially, it is also struggling politically.
This interventionist government is constantly
assaulting local government - and this is another
assault. Local councils have done their bit by
reducing waste, but despite that the government is
increasing the landfilllevy.
Meanwhile corporate Victoria is not perfOrming,
because its contribution to landfill has increased by
5 per cent. Why not use the stick? Why not increase
the levy in this case? The government should be
saying to corporate Victoria, 'The levy is up because
for short-term motives you are not performing. But
if you get your waste streams right and put products
back into the system, at the end of the day you will
get a net economic benefit. You should be applying
environmental best practice. There is not much point
in going for the short-term, money-saving measure
of dumping waste and not having proper recycling
systems so products can be put back into the system.
You must have long-term policies'.
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Another major concern relates to the existing
markets for PET plastics, glass, aluminium and
whatever. Those markets fluctuate enormously,
which unfortunately damages the viability of
recycling programs. We must be more conscious of
the importance of price mechanisms. Clearly, a pure
market does not provide good price mechanisms
when you want to offer incentives over a long time.
They are not true price mechanisms because the
externalities of pollution, poor waste management
and poor waste minimisation are not costed.
We do not have an economic system that costs the
impact in the longer term of increased landfill or
contaminated sites or unsightly pollution and litter
on the streets. They should all be costed. We should
have more sophisticated, green economics that cost
those externalities and their effects on the
community. We should put price mechanisms in
place. Once we do that, we will indicate that we
clearly favour waste minimisation - because there
are incentives.
Let us strengthen the markets for recycled goods. If
that involves government intervention, so be it. It is
realistic to consider how much increased waste and
contamination actually costs our community - and
that is what is missing in the bill. There is no
semblance of an attempt to price costs such as those.
When the bill deals with price mechanisms it does so
the wrong way around, by punishing that sector of
the community that is performing well. It deals with
free market prices for recycled goods, not prices that
would be adequate in the context of properly priced
externalities.
I support the reasoned amendment moved by the
honourable member for Bundoora because it is the
only way the bill will be able to stand on its own and
have some force. I strongly commend the
amendment to the house.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I will speak
briefly in support of the amendment moved by the
honourable member for Bundoora. Firstly, as
everybody knows, there are some very serious
environmental issues facing us as a community and
as inhabitants of our planet. The way we approach
those issues will be extremely important. If we are
serious about dealing with them, we will have to
allocate resources to back up the legislation we pass
to control pollution and other problems that affect
the environment. Secondly, we need an effective
waste reduction strategy that is supported by the
whole community. The government should be
showing the way in developing such a strategy.
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I will speak about the industrial waste agreements
referred to under point (a) of the reasoned
amendment, because in this chamber I am the
opposition spokesman on issues concerning
dangerous goods and their transport - and they are
issues that concern me. Back in the early 1980s
I appeared before a Senate inquiry into the
environment. I gave example after example of
dangerous goods and toxic chemicals being stored at
the backs of factories, especially at the petrochemical
complex at Altona. The chemicals were stored in
drums that were rotting away. Eventually, through
the ravages caused by the elements, the chemicals
flowed out of the drums and polluted the
environment - and there were no real controls over
what was happening.
It is important to note that we have come a long way

since that time, but not without a lot of damage
being done. As I said then, in those days it was
commonplace for chemicals to be poured down
drains. At night truckloads of chemicals would be
dumped into creeks - especially in the offensive
industries zone in South Dandenong. Fly-by-night
waste disposal companies were allowed to get away
with what can only be described as acts of
vandalism. We hear of some examples of those
activities now, but in the main that no longer
happens.
In those days we had a lot to do with Cleanaway, at
Tullamarine. In investigating that place, we

discovered that toxic chemicals were often slipped
in. The company did random testing, but we were
able to conduct controlled testing because of my
involvement with the union movement. We also
tested the workers and found chemical residues in
their systems resulting from their exposure to toxic
chemicals. In those circumstances, you could be sure
a large amount of toxic waste was being dumped,
even by the reputable companies. We intended to
take blood. samples from the goats that grazed
around the waste disposal area to discover whether
they had been contaminated by their environment or
by the hazardous chemicals that had been dumped
in the ponds used by Oeanaway, but the company
had the goats shot before we could test them.
I also refer to the importance of the right to know.
The government should be introducing
right-to-know legislation. Local government
agencies, community groups and members of the
general public have a right to know about the
production, use, storage and disposal of chemicals
and their effects - and it is important that we do
know.
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In 1992, the then Labor government was moving
towards introducing right-ta-know legislation. One
important aspect of the bill is that it does not apply
to local government agencies, and we need
right-to-know legislation that addresses that matter.
There are examples in other countries: the USA,
Canada, the countries in the European economic
zone and Sweden all have right-ta-know legislation.
Anybody who has been to the United States knows
that that country does not have the greatest record in
respecting its environment, but at least it has
right-ta-know legislation.

It is important to have proper controls. The
community has a right to know about the pollution
effects of any industries and the containment and
disposal practices and strategies that are in place to
get rid of environmental hazards. I ask the minister
to take those issues on board. If she is serious about
protecting the environment she will give her
agencies the backup legislation they need and
support the community's right to know about how
chemicals are controlled and disposed of in our
Society.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I thank those honourable
members who spoke for their contributions to what
has been a good debate on the amendments to the
Environment Protection Act. The member for
Springvale has raised some interesting concepts. He
backed the proposal for right-to-know legislation,
drawing on international examples in doing so. At
this stage we are working on a more voluntary
concept. An example is the system that operates at
the Altona petrochemical complex. Under that
system representatives of community groups go
through an organisation and scrutinise proposed
plans and changes, and in that way keep the local
community informed. I am told that system has
worked extremely well.

The changes in the legislation are part of an
evolutionary process of waste minimisation,
resource recovery and industrial partnerships
through the EPA to achieve a better disposal regime
of domestic waste through local government, of
industrial waste through a product stewardship type
of partnership and of construction waste. Although
recycling of construction waste has increased
markedly, a greater volume of construction waste is
going to landfill because of the increased level of
construction over the past few years.
The merging of the Waste Management Council and
the Recycling and Resource Recovery Council was a
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policy proposal canvassed by the government in the
lead up to the 1996 election. I wish to place on record
the major contribution those two organisations have
made over the past few years in educating and
informing the public and encouraging an
understanding of what the waste stream is, how it
can be minimised and how it can be reused and
recycled.
Under Michael Blyth the Waste Management
Council has represented predominantly local
government. The Recycling and Resource Recovery
Council is an industry and community-based group
with a very wide representation that has used the
funds available to it through the landfilllevy to
work cooperatively with industry and has provided
very important opportunities to look at levels of
recycling and the levels in the waste stream. It has
also educated and provided information to the
public about how we can continue to improve the
work started by the two organisations. I commend
both the leaders and members of those two bodies
for recognising the need for a new organisation to be
known as Ecorecycle Victoria.
There was discussion in the debate about why that
name was chosen. Originally the body was to be
have been called the either the waste minimisation
council or the waste reduction council. However, a
member of the industry who heard me use that title
at one of our major construction recycling depots
wrote to me and suggested that the use of the term
'waste' would be seen as negative and that it would
be far better for the new body to have a positive
resource focus. The title Ecorecycle Victoria
encompasses a positive concept of resource recovery
in which the life cycles of products start on the
production line but are completed in a positive way,
preferably by being recycled and turned into new
products for consumers. Ecorecycle Victoria seeks to
encompass that different philosophy of better
production, better re-use, opportunities for recycling
and a sense of product stewardship, and I commend
the members of the WMC and the RRRC for their
roles in its formation.
The bill will replace the Environment Council, which
is chaired by Professor Margaret Britz, with a new
body to be known as the Environment Protection
Board. The council, which was widely
representative, provided legislative support to the
Environment Protection AuthOrity and worked with
it in prOviding information and advice to the
minister, but had no clear definitive role vis-a-vis the
authority. I commend it for its work.
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The EPA is one of the success stories of environment
protection in Australia, and in April of next year it
will celebrate 25 years of existence. I have fairly
recently come to this portfolio area but I am
incredibly impressed by the regard in which the
Victorian Environment Protection Authority is held
by people across the nation. A considerable part of
that is due to the efforts of Or Brian Robinson, who
has been the chairman of the authority for the past
five years. I am delighted to announce that
Dr Robinson has been offered and has accepted a
further five-year contract, so the EPA will continues
to be in good hands.
It was obvious we needed a focussed board to look
at the administration and financing of an
organisation that now has a budget of about
$25 million. The new three-member board will look
at the administration, management, and financial
focus - the priorities - of the EPA as part of the
evolutionary process of changing the authority's
administrative focus.
It would be remiss of me to not recognise the
excellent work done by the EPA in recycling, waste
minimisation, product stewardship, cleaner
production and air quality measurement as well as
in a range of initiatives in taking its expertise and
technical skills into overseas markets. The
government hopes that under the new board the
EPA will continue to grow and expand its activities
in relation to important environmental issues.

Although the opposition is not opposing the bill it
raised three or four matters in the form of a reasoned
amendment. The honourable member for Monbulk
discussed each of those issues in detail in his
contribution and demonstrated clearly that the bill is
a forward move and that the reasoned amendment
does not comply with the policy or philosophy of
the government. Although matters encompassed by
the proposed amendment may have been raised by
various interest groups which have a narrow focus,
they do not add to the overall effect of the legislation.
The issue of the landfilllevy increases was debated.
There has been an increase in the domestic levy, but
the whole philosophy of the government, as is
illustrated in the work of the EPA, is to achieve a
partnership arrangement with the community and
industry through an educative role and peer
pressure to take the steps forward which are spelt
out in the objects of the legislation but which not
necessarily prescribed or imposed. One of the key
strengths of EPA is that sense of partnership
through its work with local government, industry
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and the community in general. Let it be known that
if industry is recalcitrant and is not prepared to
move forward in a sense of cooperation, action will
be taken.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

ABSENCE OF MINISTERS
The SPEAKER - Order! I have to advise the
house that the Premier and the Deputy Premier will
be absent during question time. The Leader of the
House will answer questions directed to the
Premier, and the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services will answer questions directed to the
Deputy Premier.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Auditor-General: independence
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Acting Premier to the terms of reference of
the Auditor-General's review, which allows private
auditors to audit departments, and to the fact that
audit firms have consulting contracts with
departments, such as the $100 000 Price Waterhouse
contract with the Department of Infrastructure.
Given that a conflict of interest exists between that
firm and the department, will the Acting Premier
rule out Price Waterhouse and other firms with
similar conflicts from being chosen by departments
to audit their books?
Mr GUDE (Acting Premier) - This issue goes to
the question of a review of the audit procedures
under the Audit Act. The question has been
answered on numerous occasions in past weeks. The
honourable member would be well aware that the
Auditor-General uses quite a large number of audit
consultancies to carry out the functions and
activities of the Auditor-General, ultimately with the
Auditor-General's stamp of approval. I suggest that
if the honourable member is concerned about any
individual firm or matter, he take it up with the
Auditor-General.

Latrobe Valley: development
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - Will the Acting
Premier inform the house of developments in the
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Latrobe Valley that will have a major impact on the
Victorian economy?
Mr GUDE (Acting Premier) - I am very happy
to inform the house of even more good news for
Victoria. The Premier is today at the Amcor paper
plant at Maryvale in the Latrobe Valley to mark the
start of construction of the company's $292 million
fine paper machine.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - That lot over there do not want to
hear about that. They do not want to hear good
news. They do not want to hear about the
development of opportunities. This investment is a
clear vote of confidence in the Victorian economy
and, more particularly, in rural Victoria.
The honourable member for Morwell is interested.
He is awake, which is unique for him. The company
has committed to the expansion of its fine paper
manufacturing capabilities which, once operational,
will replace $250 million of imported timber, thereby
improving Australia's balance of payments by the
same amount. The development will create
250 construction jobs and some 250 long-term,
full-time pOSitions when the mill is fully operationaL
The project will reduce the mill's reliance on native
timber from 90 per cent to 35 per cent by 2010 and
the timber will be delivered under the current EPA
licence conditions. I notice the honourable member
for Morwell nodding approval at the commitment of
the company. The company will develop 2000
hectares of new private eucalyptus plantation as
part of the investment and will use large amounts of
recycled paper to ensure it has world-class
environmental practice.
Members representing the Gippsland region
certainly appreciate the development taking place.
The Minister for Transport, who is the honourable
member for Gippsland West, and his colleagues
from that area have worked long and hard to ensure
the government makes a commitment to support
industry in that area.
That is not the only good news for the region or the
state. The National Food group announced this
morning a major new investment in the Latrobe
Valley. It has decided to invest $57 million to
establish a fresh dairy plant at Morwell to
manufacture desserts and yoghurts. That was a
footloose investment and the company has chosen to
come to Victoria despite intense lobbying,

commitments and competition from both New
South Wales and South Australia. The plant will
begin production at the end of 1997 and has targeted
10 per cent of its production for exports. Of utmost
importance to the region are the 122 new long-term
sustainable jobs the investment will create.
Both investments taken together will create
372 long-term jobs in a region that requires
employment opportunities. The government is
committed to governing for all Victorians and fixing
up the economic mess left by the former
government. I pay tribute to my colleagues the
Minister for Rural Development and the Minister for
Industry, Science and Technology in another place
for their hard and effective work in securing these
investments for Victoria. They are living proof of the
government's commitment to creating long-term
sustainable jobs through the recruitment of
long-term investments in growing sectors of the
economy.
While the Labor Party and the not so Independent
member for Mildura - he is now the appendage of
the Labor Party - have voted to lose some 700 jobs
involved with the completion of Parliament House,
the Premier and his ministers are creating a climate
of investment and are delivering on jobs, jobs and
more jobs.

Public sector: audits
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - I refer the
Treasurer to the fact that Arthur Andersen, a major
accounting firm, is a part-owner of a company that
operates a $16 million computer system for the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service, a company
described by ambulance management as being more
interested in profit than performance. I ask the
Treasurer whether the government believes it is
appropriate for the health department and the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service to choose Arthur
Andersen to audit their books?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The review
undertaken of the auditing arrangements of the
Victorian public sector is no more and no less than a
review.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Issues of the kind raised by
the honourable member for Williamstown may well
be addressed in the review. It is a bona fide review
and it is intended to cover all issues.
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Public transport: timetables
Mr LEAN (Carrum) - Will the Minister for
Transport inform the house of any improvements to
the timetables for Met trains planned for early next
year?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Transport) - The issue
is of great importance to tens of thousands of
Victorians, particularly Melburnians. All honourable
members will be aware of the government's
transformation of public transport. The Public
Transport Corporation has been restructured under
this government from what the Industry
Commission described as the worst performing
government enterprise in the nation to one which is
now customer focused, efficient, innovative and,
most importantly, dedicated to a program of
continuous improvement.
Over the past four years the government has turned
around public transport, which is evident to those
who use the system. Victorians have seen the
transformation for themselves. Our former
long-suffering taxpayers are very pleased to see the
savings of more than $250 million every year as a
result of the turnaround in public transport.
It gives me great pleasure to inform the house of yet
another major improvement to the Met train
timetable which will please travellers and add to the
very significant growth in patronage over the past
two years. As of Sunday, 16 February next year
Museum station will be open permanently for
Sunday services. That is every Sunday of every week
of every year for ever more. It is another major
achievement of the government in transport. At
present the city loop is closed every Sunday except
for the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. That
is how it was under the former Labor government
and how it has been for decades. However, this
announcement - no doubt warmly welcomed follows on from the significant demand from
Sunday trading now taking place in inner
Melbourne. The coalition recognised this need prior
to the last election and its policies included a pledge
to introduce this new service during this term of
government.
Other changes to the new Met train timetable
include increased frequency of trains on Sundays on
the Glen Waverley line with trains running every
half hour instead of every 40 minutes until 7.00 p.m.
There has been a raft of improvements in transport
over the past four years; this is yet another and there
will be more in the future. Previously many firms

closed during the Christmas holiday period, but
with the changes in shop trading laws a large
number of people wish to shop seven days a week.
The changes respond to that need. I am delighted to
make this further announcement of improvements
that I know will be warmly welcomed.

Public sector: audits
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - Will the
Treasurer confirm that the big five accounting firms
already have contractual obligations with no fewer
than 35 government agencies precluding them from
any proposed performance audits of government
departments as proposed by the Premier?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - No, I cannot
confirm that. This question and the reaction of the
opposition is an attack on the independence of the
office of the Auditor-General. If the opposition
believes the honourable member for Williamstown's
assumption, it must believe none of the large
accounting firms are able to carry out audits on
behalf of the Auditor-General.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - That may be so. The Leader
of the Opposition does not bother to think through
his questions.
Whoever wrote the question did not bother to talk to
him. It is not about who signs off the audit
certificate, it is about whether it is proper for an
auditor to be retained to audit an organisation when
some part of government has dealings with that
organisation. That was the inference in the question,
yet in the annual report of his office the
Auditor-General says the office has subcontracted
audits to Coopers and Lybrand, Emst and Young,
Arthur Andersen, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu,
KPMG and Price Waterhouse.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I will not continue to
hear the Treasurer while there is a constant barrage
of interjections from the opposition benches. If
honourable members wish to waste question time it
is their own business, but I do not think they want to.
Mr STOCKDALE - So far as I am aware those
are the firms described by the term 'the big six
accounting firms', yet the Auditor-General has
contracted every one of them to conduct audits

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Friday, 6 December 1996

1783

ASSEMBLY

under his auspices. Albeit he signs them off, he
nevertheless retains them.
Accordingly, whatever the basis of the retaining of
auditors, I am certainly not in a position to assure
the honourable member that the fact that those firms
work somewhere in the public sector will disqualify
them from audits when the Auditor-General wants
to use them.

Schools: mergers
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - Will the Minister for
Education inform the house of further developments
in the government's school restructure process?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I thank the
honourable member for Tullamarine for his
question. He has a tremendous interest in education
and has certainly been a great achiever in that area
in his own electorate. Today I had the pleasure of
meeting some of his constituents in celebrating the
work of youngsters within his school community
who have produced a Christmas card for his
electorate. It is a marvellous presentation and a
credit to the students and their schools.

I now turn to another merger which has the full
support of the local community, the merger of
Footscray-Yarraville Secondary College and
Footscray City Secondary College. The new college
will operate on the Footscray City site from the first
term of 1998, following extensive facility upgrades.
Footscray-Yarraville Secondary College has a
current enrolment of 369, and the Footscray City
Secondary College has some 1361 students. The
Footscray-Yarraville college was asked to assess its
educational viability, and of its own volition began
negotiations with a number of schools in the region.
The two school councils met, discussed the proposal
and agreed that the merger was a good idea. The
Department of Education then became involved, and
I am pleased to say the two school council presidents
and principals signed the formal merger agreement
on Wednesday of this week.
This is the second merger in which the electorate of
the Anti-Merger King has been involved - or
halfway so, because one of the schools is in the
electorate of the Crown Prince, the honourable
member for Williamstown.

Government: tender policy
I am advised that as of Friday last some 63 schools
had agreed to participate in the process. I am
pleased to inform the house that a number of
additional schools that were actively involved in the
discussions on restructure have now agreed to
merge. The number of schools that will now
participate is 70, which will allow 40 sites to be sold
and the funds returned to schools. Among the
schools that have agreed to merge since last Friday
are four which members opposite may not want me
to talk about. That is because the Anti-Merger King
and his friends might be a little embarrassed.
When I announced the restructure process, I
received a phone call from a former Labor education
minister, who sought my help in achieving the
merger of two schools in his electorate. Who is the
former minister? It is none other than the
Honourable Barry Pullen, a member for Melbourne
Province in another place. I am happy to advise the
house that I have helped him and his colleague, the
member for Melbourne in this place, to facilitate the
merger of North Melbourne Primary School and
Kensington Primary School on the Kensington site. It
is obviously a merger that the community wanted,
and the local members have done a fine job in
facilitating it.

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I refer the
Treasurer to his statement on 12 November that the
firm Troughton Swier was awarded a multimillion
dollar consultancy without advertising or a tender
process because, he said, the 'fiction of a competitive
process' was not necessary. Is it government policy
not to apply competitive principles to firms
employing mates and former staff of the Premier
such as Rebecca Cooper but to apply them to
independent watchdogs who criticise the
government?

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I can
understand why the shadow Treasurer did not want
to raise this question. He has flicked it to somebody
who does not mind being - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - It reflects well on the
shadow Treasurer that he did not want to get down
into the gutter with the Leader of the Opposition. I
compliment him. He has adopted standards higher
than those of the Leader of the Opposition. That, no
doubt, explains why so many of his colleagues think
he is the most likely successor - and he probably
will not have more than a few weeks to wait.
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Let me start by correcting the honourable member,
because in the usual Labor Party sliding of language
to grab a nice headline, he did not accurately quote
me. If I remember correctly I said the former Labor
government frequently engaged in fictitious
tendering processes with only one likely outcome. I
said, and I adhere to the position, that the present
government does not engage in the sort of fictitious
practices that the - -

Friday, 6 December 1996

It would patently be contrary to the interests of
Victorian taxpayers to have engaged somebody else
and squandered the built-up background
knowledge that members of this firm have of the
government's program. Significant expense would
have been incurred in bringing up to speed any
successor who did not have that knowledge and
expertise. Moreover, the taxpayers' interests - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - We will see if you can quote
it accurately this time. The previous government's
record was marked by just such fictitious processes.
This government is not prepared to go through that.
The firm of Troughton Swier involves people who
have performed magnificently - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Now, after going off and
reading it in Hansard, he has put it down. Now that
he finds out he has misquoted, he has abandoned
the issue!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer will
resume his seat. I presume the question from the
honourable member for Geelong North was serious.
I dare say members of the opposition would like to
hear the answer. If that is the case, they should
remain silent.
Mr STOCKDALE - You would have to admit
you are really going bad when you need Eddie
Micallef to get the right book for you!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer should
not be provocative, and the honourable member for
Springvale should contain himself.
Mr STOCKDALE - You should use Australia
Post for your love letters in future, Eddie! I stand by
the answer I gave to the previous question: this state
has not only had magnificent performance by the
members of Troughton Swier, but its members are
the repository of a substantial investment by the
state in collective knowledge and expertise
developed during the government's privatisation
program.

Mr STOCKDALE - This just shows how serious
the question is, Mr Speaker. The Labor Party thinks
this is an important issue but it cannot be bothered
listening to the answer. No doubt even the media
cannot hear the answer because of the childish
behaviour of the opposition.
Not only would significant and unnecessary cost
have been incurred, but the taxpayer would have
been exposed to risk in going to anybody who had
not demonstrated the same expertise. This is a sound
investment for the taxpayers of Victoria, but it was
not made without competitive discipline on the
prices and the arrangements entered into. The
government went to extraordinary lengths to obtain
benchmarking material which enabled it to satisfy
itself that the arrangement being entered into with
Troughton Swier reflected the market conditions
and was a satisfactory deal in the interests of
taxpayers.
We are getting the advantage of securing the
investment the taxpayers have in this firm and its
members, but we are doing it on terms that have
been benchmarked to proper commercial standards.
They are proper commercial arrangements which, if
anything, give terrific value to the taxpayers of
Victoria, because the firm has actually negotiated
rates that are below those available for similar work
in contracts of a lesser duration. This is a very sound
arrangement which is in the long-term interests of
Victorian taxpayers and is continuing to deliver
enormous benefits to them through the
government's reform program.

Pest control
Mr WELLS (Wantima) - Will the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management inform the
house of details of the government's commitment to
pest, plant and animal control on public land?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I thank the honourable
member for his question and his obvious interest in
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the Good Neighbour program, which is now an
important component of land management in
Victoria. As many members - certainly those with a
rural interest, including you, Mr Speaker - will
know, the Good Neighbour program provides an
opportunity for the Department of Natural
Resources and Environment as landlord of public
land to work with neighbours whose properties
adjoin public land such as roadsides and land
adjacent to national parks, rivers and streams or
state forests. This year the government has been able
to contribute a further $300 000 to the program of the
last couple of years, making a total commitment of
$3 million over the next 12 months. The programs
will include 196 different projects to eradicate
weeds, foxes or rabbits on the interface between
public and private land.
The government has allocated $888 000 to 68 projects
related to land adjacent to national parks, and a
further 64 projects adjacent to state forests have been
allocated the same amount. The Landcare roadside
interface will have a budget of $1.2 million. As a
result of this investment weed control will be
provided for more than 185 000 hectares of land;
control measures for foxes and other feral animals
will be provided for more than 1.6 million hectares,
and rabbit eradication programs on areas between
the private and public land interface will be
provided for more than 150 000 hectares.
The program affects many country people and
covers a lot of important land interface between
public and private areas. It will go a long way
towards establishing good relations between the
department and its private neighbours, and will
improve land and water management in this state.
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Environment Protection Authority. I acknowledged
the EPA's strong leadership role in Victoria
compared with other environment protection
authorities throughout Australia, and that
authority's move via its expertise and experience
into exporting, especially to South-East Asian
countries.
I acknowledge the contribution made by the
environmental council, but in framing the legislation
I recognised that in the 25-year evolution of the EPA
it was time to establish a board that would focus on
its management, finance and longer term direction
from a business perspective.
I indicated to the house how pleased the
government was that Or Brian Robinson had agreed
to act for another five years as chairman of the EPA.
Opposition members did not oppose the bill.
However, the honourable member for Bundoora
moved a reasoned amendment listing four areas
where the opposition would like to see changes
made.
The detail of those proposals was dealt with by the
honourable member for Monbulk in his address
following that of the honourable member for
Bundoora. Having considered the matters raised, the
government has indicated that along with the EPA it
would prefer to work cooperatively with industry,
local government and the community in a sense of
partnership. That has been a successful means of
making considerable progress in this area over the
past four years, and the government has no reason
to change that good working relationship.

Debate resumed.

The powers in the bill will be used if we find that a
particular industry is not cooperating or is not
committed to recycling and product stewardship to
the desired extent. At this stage the government
believes the powers already in the legislation are
adequate and that the amendments that were subject
to debate here today will enhance and improve the
bill.

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - Before the suspension of the
sitting I was completing my summation of the
debate on the Environment Protection (Amendment)
Bill. I used the early part of my allotted time to
acknowledge the work done by the Waste
Management Council (WMC) and the Recycling and
Resource Recovery Council (RRRC) that were the
precursors of Ecorecycle Victoria. I acknowledged
the contribution made by the environmental council
as an advisory and support body to the

I commend all those who have worked in the
consultative process, especially the officers of the
EPA. Certainly, Mr Rob Joy is one of those, Pauline
Ireland, who heads up the legal area of the EPA formerly she was with the health department - and
the wide range of other people who have been
involved in the preparation and now the completion
of the legislation. I am confident that it will take the
concept of product stewardship, waste reduction,
waste recycling and reuse of waste a further step. I
wish Ecorecycle Victoria every success when it
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Remaining stages

commences its work, as I do the chairman, board
and staff of the BPA.

Passed remaining stages.
House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

COURTS AND TRIBUNALS (GENERAL
AMENDMENT) BILL

Ayes, 52
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr

McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr

Brown,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark,Mr

Maughan,Mr

Coleman, Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean,Or
Dixon,Mr

Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr

Council's amendments:
1.

Clause 1, page 2, line 3, omit "the,"

Pescott,Mr

2.

Clause 5, after line 34 insert-

Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.

Finn,Mr

Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr

Gude,Mr
Henderson,Mrs

Savage,Mr
Shardey, Mrs (Teller)

Jasper,Mr

Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr lW.
Spry, Mr (Teller)

Jenkins,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr w.n.

Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 29
AndrianopouJos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carli, Mr (Teller)
Cole,Mr

Hulls,Mr
Kosky,Ms
Langdon, Mr (Teller)
Leighton, Mr
Urn,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr

Cunningham, Mr

Pandazopoulos, Mr

Dollis,Mr

Seitz,Mr

Gazbutt,Ms

Sheehan,Mr

Gillett,Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr

Thwaites, Mr

Amendment negatived.

Read second time.

"( ) In section 48(2)(a) of the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal Act 1984, before "dismiss"
insert "strike out or".

Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr

Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs

Motion agreed to.

Message from Assembly relating to amendments
considered.

WiIson,Mrs

3.

Clause 41, lines 9 to 16, omit all words and
expressions on these lines and insert "(lA) If the President of the Court of Appeal so

determines in a particular case, 2 Judges of
Appeal constitute, and may exercise all the
jurisdiction and powers of, the Court of
Appeal.
(1B) The Rules may provide that in particular
classes of applications or appeals to or
proceedings in the Court of Appeal, 2 Judges
of Appeal may constitute, and may exercise all
the jurisdiction and powers of, the Court of
Appeal.".

Amendments agreed to by absolute majority on
motion of Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation
and Land Management).

COMMONWEALTH POWERS
(INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS) BILL
Mr GUDE (Acting Premier) By leave, I move:
That the amendments made by the Legislative Council
to the Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations)
Bill be reconsidered forthwith.

The SPEAKER - Order! As the second and third
readings of the bill were passed with an absolute
majority, I am of the opinion that these amendments
need also to be passed with the agreement of an
absolute majority of the house.
Council's amendments:
1.

Clause 3, lines 21 to 23, omit "member of the police
force, a police reservist and a protective services
officer" and insert "law enforcement officer".

COMMONWEALTH POWERS (INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS) BILL
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2.

Clause 3, lines 28 and 29, omit "member of the police
force, a police reservist or a protective services
officer" and insert "law enforcement officer".

3.

Clause 3, after line 31, insert-

"PART 7A-MINIMUM TERMS AND
CONDITIONS
91AB. Rates of pay
(1)

An employer must pay a student the relevant
minimum rate of pay that would be applicable
under paragraph 1(c) of Schedule lA to the
Workplace Relations Act 1996 of the
Commonwealth if the student were an
employee within the meaning of Part XV of
that Act.

(2)

Sub-section (1) does not apply in respect of a
student-

'''law enforcement officer" means a member of
the police force, a police reservist, a police recruit
or a protective services officer;' .
4.
Clause 4, page 5, line 6, omit "an employee's
employment" and insert "the employment of an
employee, other than a law enforcement officer".

5.

Clause 4, page 6, after line 7 insert-

(a) holding a certificate of exemption under this
section; or

"(8) The matter of attempting to settle, conciliate or

arbitrate, or exercising any other power in relation
to, an industrial matter or industrial dispute, being
an industrial matter or industrial dispute that
arose before the commencement of Part 3 and in
relation to which the Employee Relations
Commission of Victoria exercised, or could have
exercised, powers (other than an industrial matter
or industrial dispute in respect of which that
Commission in Full Session had made a decision
before that commencement), to the extent to which
it is not otherwise included in the legislative
powers of the Commonwealth, is referred to the
Commonwealth for a period commencing on the
day on which this sub-section commences and
ending on the day fixed under or by section 6 as
the day on which the reference of that matter
under this Act terminates but no longer.".
6.

Clause 5, line 13, omit "and" and insert "or".

7.

Clause 5, line 15, after "employees" insert ", other
than law enforcement officers,".

8.

Clause 5, after line 16, insert-

(b) to whom an exemption order under this

section applies.
(3)

(a) is undertaking a post-secondary education
course; and
(b) is required to work during those studies for

the purpose of gaining knowledge and
skill which relates to those studies.
(4)

The Secretary to the Department of Education
may impose conditions on a certificate of
exemption.

(5)

The student and any employer must comply
with any condition imposed under sub-section
(4).

Penalty:
(6)

"0 matters pertaining to the number, identity,
appointment (other than matters pertaining to
terms and conditions of appointment not referred
to in this paragraph), probation, promotion,
transfer from place to place or position to position,
physical or mental fitness, uniform, equipment,
discipline or termination of employment of law
enforcement officers;".
9.

Insert the following heading and new clause to follow
clause 12:
'PART 6-VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING ACT 1990
AA. New Part 7A inserted in Vocational
Education and Training Act 1990

After Part 7 of the Vocational Education and
Training Act 1990 insert-

The Secretary to the Department of Education
may give a student a certificate of exemption
if the Secretary is satisfied that the student-

10 penalty units.

The Secretary to the Department of Education
may make an exemption order in relation to
any class of students if the Secretary is
satisfied that the students (a) are undertaking a post-secondary education
course; and
(b)

are required to work to satisfy the practical
training and experience requirements of
the course.

(7)

The exemption order may(a) in the case of any students, provide that the
students are not required to be paid for
the work; and
(b) in the case of students required to work

more than 240 hours as part of a course
requirement, specify the appropriate rate
of pay which may be less than the

COMMONWEALTH POWERS (INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS) BILL
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minimum rate of pay that would be the
applicable rate of pay referred to in
sub-section (1).
(8) A certificate of exemption in force under section
16 of the Employee Relations Act 1992, as in
force immediately before its repeal, or an
exemption order in force under section 16A of
that Act, continues in force for the purposes of
this section as if it had been given or made, as
the case requires, under this section.".'.
10. Schedule 2, item 11(b), line 8, before "the" insert
"section 4(1) of".
11. Schedule 3, line 23, after "former Act" insert "(except
under Division 1 of Part 5 of that Act}".
12. Schedule 3, line 28, after "Court" insert "or, in the
case of an application under Division 1 of Part 5 of
the former Act, the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission".
13. Schedule 3, page 23, line 26, after "Court" insert "or,
in the case of an application under Division 1 of
Part 5 of the former Act, the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission".
14. Schedule 3, page 23, line 31, after "Court" insert "or
the Australian Industrial Relations Commission, as
the case requires".
15. Schedule 3, page 23, line 33, after "Magistrate" insert
"or the President of the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission, as the case requires,".
16. Schedule 3, page 23, line 36, after "Magistrate" insert
"or the President of the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission".
17. Schedule 3, page 23, line 38, after "Magistrate's"
insert "or the President's".
18. Schedule 3, page 24, after line 3 insert-

"4. Pending proceedings under former Act
(1)

In this clause, "relevant proceeding" means a
proceeding under the former Act except under
Division 1 of Part 5 of that Act(a) begun before the former Commission before
the commencement day and which had
not been completed at that day; and
(b) that could have been brought before the
Australian Industrial Relations
Commission if it had been begun on Or
after the commencement day; and
(c)

with respect to the hearing and
determination of which provision is not
made on the commencement day by the
Commonwealth Act or the Workplace

Friday, 6 December 1996
Relations and Other Legislation
Amendment Act (No. 2) 1996 of the
Commonwealth.
(2) If before the commencement day the former
Commission had begun to hear any relevant
proceeding and at that day evidence on any
question of fact material to that proceeding
had been given to the former Commission but
the proceeding had not been finally
determined, any party to the proceeding may
apply in writing to the Industrial Division of
the Magistrates' Court for a determination
under sub-clause (3).
(3) On an application under sub-clause (2), the
Industrial Division of the Magistrates' Court
may determine(a) to accept the proceeding as part-heard and
to continue the hearing; or
(b) to re-hear the proceeding-

in accordance with the former Act.
(4) If a relevant proceeding is continued to be
heard, or is re-heard, by the Industrial
Division of the Magistrates' Court in
accordance with a determination under
sub-clause (3), anything done in relation to
that proceeding before the commencement
day shall, so far as consistent with the former
Act, be taken to have been done for the
purposes of the hearing and determination of
the proceeding by the Magistrates' Court and
the Court may, for the pwposes of the hearing
or re-hearing, have regard to any record of the
earlier proceeding before the former
Commission.
(5) If before the commencement day a relevant
proceeding was pending before the former
Commission but the former Commission had
not begun to hear it or had begun to hear it
but at the commencement day had not been
given evidence on any question of fact
material to it, the proceeding is to be heard
and determined by the Industrial Division of
the Magistrates' Court in accordance with the
former Act and anything done in relation to
that proceeding must, so far as consistent with
that Act, be taken to have been done for the
purposes of the hearing and determination of
the proceeding by the Magistrates' Court.
(6) If any difficulty arises in any particular matter
because of the operation of this clause, the
Chief Magistrate may make any order that he
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or she considers appropriate to resolve the
difficulty .
(7)

The Chief Magistrate may make an order under
sub-clause (6) on the application of a party to
the matter, or on the Chief Magistrate's own
initiative.

(8)

An order under sub-clause (6) has effect despite

anything to the contrary in the former Act.

5. New proceedings underformer Act
(1)

In this clause, "relevant proceeding" means a
proceeding under the former Act except under
Division 1 of Part 3 or Division 6 of Part 5(a) that was not brought before the former
Commission before the commencement
day; and
(b) that could have been brought before the

fonner Commission before the
cor.nr.nencement day; and
(c) with respect to the hearing and
determination of which provision is not
made on the commencement day by the
Cor.nr.nonwealth Act or the Workplace
Relations and Other Legislation
Amendment Act (No. 2) 1996 of the
Cor.nr.nonwealth.
(2) A relevant proceeding may be brought before
the Industrial Division of the Magistrates'
Court in accordance with the former Act and
the Industrial Division may hear and
determine the proceeding in accordance with
that Act and, for this purpose, that Act has
effect as if a reference in it to the former
Commission were a reference to the Industrial
Division.
(3) If any difficulty arises in any particular matter
because of the operation of this clause, the
Chief Magistrate may make any order that he
or she considers appropriate to resolve the
difficulty .
(4) The Chief Magistrate may make an order under
sub-clause (3) on the application of a party to
the matter, or on the Chief Magistrate's own
initiative.
(5) An order under sub-clause (3) has effect despite
anything to the contrary in the former Act.'.

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
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DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The SPEAKER - Order! I welcome to the gallery
a former Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, Mr John
Little.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

CODE OF FOREST PRACTICES FOR
TIMBER PRODUCTION
MI5 TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I move:
That the Instrument of Approval of the Code of Forest
Practices for Timber Production, Revision No. 2,
November 1996, approved by the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management on 15 November
1996, be ratified.

Ms GARBU1T (Bundoora) - The Code of Forest
Practices was ratified by the Victorian Parliament in
May 1989 in accordance with the provisions of the
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987. A second
revision of that code is now before us for ratification.
The main purpose of the code is to safeguard the
forest environment via the application of a set of
environmental care principles.
In January 1995 the then Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources commissioned
the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation to conduct a review of the
code. The CSIRO produced a detailed report
recommending more than 70 changes to the code,
and I will refer to that document. Not all of the
changes have been accepted by the government for
inclusion in the code. In particular, the code has not
picked up the CSIRO's recommendation that the
code be applied equally to plantations on public and
private land and, in fact, it establishes separate
divisions for those plantations. That results in a
smaller protective buffer requirement along streams
for plantations on private land than is the case in
state forests, and that has major ramifications for
streams, water quality and water catchment
management.
Another area of disappointment is that the code
does not deal with the monitoring and enforcement
of the code, which is essential to ensure its
effectiveness. There is a history of the code not being
applied properly by the relevant authorities on
either public or private land. Although I
acknowledge that the revised code of practices is an
improvement, it is disappointing that it does not
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pick up the recommendations by the CSIRO, and I
therefore move an amendment to the ratification
motion as follows:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with a view
to inserting in place thereof the words 'this house not
ratify ministerial approval of Code of Forest Practices
for Timber Production, revision no. 2 until that revision
of Code of Forests Practices contains all the provisions
as proposed by the CSIRO in its report entitled Review
of the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production dated
September 1995.'

Friday, 6 December 1996

accepted that that was too frequent and
recommended five years. The issues paper put out
by the department also said five years, but page 3 of
the code says:
The code will be reviewed at least every 10 years -

so it has doubled the CSIRO recommendation to take account of new research information and field
experience.

There is also a comment that local applications of
regional prescriptions should be reviewed
periodically. In fact, the CSIRO said it should be
reviewed every three years. The code has been
watered down somewhat to 'only periodically'. That
could be anything! 'Periodically' could be once every
20 years; it could be once a lifetime. But CSIRO's
recommendation of three years was obviously a lot
more strategic, and a bit more onerous as well.

One area of concern is that, rather than prOviding
that land managers must apply certain principles or
guidelines, it uses vague and non-mandatory
language which will allow land-holders to choose
whether to apply the guidelines. Page 18 of the
revised code, under the heading 'Timber
Harvesting', lists 13 guidelines that will apply to
coupe planning. The guidelines are not as strong as
they could be. For example, page 23 of the code
deals with the conservation of flora and fauna. The
guidelines should be considered, but they are not.
There is no compulsion about that. They are good
guidelines - and I am not objecting to them - but
the application is weak. Another example at page 37
of the code refers to the application of the code to
private land, native forests and all plantations. It
states:

At page 11 the code sets out under the heading
'General' - I assume that means for both public and
private land - a whole series of environmental care
principles that must be adhered to. Although they
are excellent, they vary from the CSIRO
recommendations, and I will contrast them for the
house. Things have been dropped out. For example,
CSIRO recommendation (b) says:

Private native forest landowners should be encouraged
to consider both on-site and off-site environmental
values.

the wood production capacity of forests must be either
maintained or enhanced using methods consistent with
the code.

Of course they should, but what if they do not?
There is no requirement that these guidelines have
any force. The major disappointment is the
difference between the treatment of public and
private land. If native forests and native vegetation
need to be protected on public land, they should be
protected on private land as well. There should not
be a different set of principles applying from one to
the another because that implies that the
environment on one is not as important as the
environment on the other and, therefore, we will
accept a lower standard. That is simply not
acceptable.
Many of the CSIRO recommendations were
ignored - and I will pick up a few of them. At the
beginning of the document it refers to the review of
the code and how often that should occur. The
CSIRO report recommended that it be reviewed
every five years, yet the current code specifies that it
should be reviewed every three years. The CSIRO

In the revision in front of honourable members the
'must be' is left out, making it fairly innocuous and
saying that 'the wood production capacity of forests
is either maintained' or it is not. Obviously, it either
is or it is not, but the mandatory impact of that 'must
be' has been lost; it has been watered down. The
CSIRO recommendations also say:
This will be achieved by effective regeneration and
establishment techniques, and protection of soil quality
at the local (hectare) scale.

In the document before us the important last phrase
'protection of soil quality at the local (hectare) scale'
has completely disappeared. I would have thought
that phrase was important because it implies that
this is not just an averaging right across the state but
that it must be done at the local (hectare) scale. But
the code has omitted that phrase in the CSIRO
recommendations.

CODE OF FOREST PRACTICES FOR TIMBER PRODUCTION
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I refer to paragraph (c) of the 'Environmental Care

Principles'. The CSIRO recommended that:
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I congratulate the minister, however, on the
following sentence in that particular section:

water quality must be protected by measures which
minimise the direct disturbance ...

Native forest must not be cleared to provide land for
plantations.

The 'must be' has been omitted from the document
we have before us. Again, the CSIRO
recommendations have been watered down by the
removal of a couple of words. Perhaps they thought
we wouldn't miss them, but the omission of those
two words removes a lot of the onus on landowners
to do what must be done. Paragraph (d) of the same
principles also had a phrase omitted. The CSIRO
recommended that:

The opposition supports that, and that is the reason
it does not oppose this entire revision; it is an
improvement. The opposition will support measures
such as that; but it is a pity that the government has
played around with the CSIRO's recommendations.
Another addition in the guidelines on page 15 at
22.1 'Regeneration' refers to the use of pesticides for
site preparation and seedling liberation. That was
not in the CSIRO recommendations at all; it has been
slipped in. Can the minister tell us why she has seen
fit to add something that the CSIRO was not
prepared to talk about?

stream flow is managed to meet community needs by
the careful planning of harvesting operations, and of
the area and location of new plantations.

In the code that last phrase has been omitted. So,
now, stream flow does not have to be managed to
meet any consideration of new plantations. When
someone is establishing new plantations he or she
does not have to consider stream flow and/ or meet
community needs.
So they are very subtle but serious changes in the
code. The entire revision of the code would have
been strengthened if those various words had been
retained, and that is the effect of the reasoned
amendment that I have moved. I move to 22
'Establishing and Tending Timber Stands'. The code
in front of us contains variations to the CSIRO
recommendations concerning regeneration. The
CSIRO says that harvested forest must be
regenerated to standards defined by the CNR - I
assume that is now Conservation and Land
Management - and the qualification that it must be
economic is not appropriate. But the word
'economic' has been included in the document
before us:
The regeneration of harvested coupes must be obtained
by the use of the silvicu1tural methods that are
economically and envirorunentally appropriate to the
particular type of forest.
Despite the CSIRO saying 'economic' was not
appropriate because it would be environmentally
unacceptable, we find that it is included. Once again
the minister is being driven by economic rationalists,
and she includes those words despite the best advice
of the CSIRO.

Another considerable change has occurred at
page 17 at 22.5 'Tending' - that is, tending to the
forests. The recommendation of the CSIRO was that
it be called 'stand management' - which is said to
be a better title than 'tending', but that is perhaps a
minor issue. The CSIRO recommendations restricted
those goals to much more limited areas of forest than
does the revision we have in front of us. Where the
CSIRO talks about 'only specific parts of a forest
where timber production has been a given a high
priority should be involved in this particular step',
the revised code broadens it right out. In fact, it runs
the risk that the broadening out could lead to the
conversion of native forests to plantation-like areas
rather than natural areas - and we do not know the
environmental effects of that.
Forest health is another important area. About half
the CSIRO recommendations have been omitted,
which has not improved the code at all. They should
have been left in. Some of the recommendations that
have been left out include the undertaking of any
ongoing monitoring of forest health that might be
required; the involvement of the Australian
Quarantine Inspection Service (AQIS); the initiation
of the plant health committee contingency plan; the
need to accurately measure and quantify the costs of
significant health problems; and the need for
departmental responsibility in controlling declared
pests and diseases when outbreaks reach threshold
levels.
It is interesting to note that during question time
today the minister answered a question about pest
weeds and animals. There is a direct reference to
those pests in the CSIRO report, which has been
omitted in the draft the minister has put up for
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consideration. The draft is a bit of a worry, because
there are references to using chemicals where
appropriate to control native animals. That had not
been part of the discussion before, but now it has
suddenly appeared.
The opposition is also concerned about section 2.3.3
on water quality and aquatic habitat protection. That
is a major point of discussion in the CSIRO report,
the recommendations on which cover a number of
pages. It is probably the strongest section of the
report. The authors conclude by recommending that
there be five classes of streams - that is, water
supply, permanent, temporary, drainage lines and
wetlands - and they specify minimum widths for
buffer and filter strips. For the first stream class,
water supply, the minimum buffer strip width
recommended is 40 metres up to 80 metres,
depending on whether there is any overland flow,
which is also defined.
If you compare the table on page 41 of the CSIRO
report with the table on page 20 of the code, you will

see that the major difference is that the five classes
recommended by the CSIRO have been concertinaed
into four. For the crucial class of water supply to
towns, the recommended buffer in the revised code
is much narrower - 20 to 40 metres, instead of 40 to
80 metres. That is a very serious change. It is not an
improvement; rather it will reduce the protection
requirement.
As I said, the CSIRO report contains several pages
on buffer and filter strips and their widths. It refers

to research by Grayson and others on stable
krasnozem soils and investigates the various
recommended widths. The report also refers to the
work done in Tasmania in 1994 by Davies and
Nelson and discusses their findings on buffer strips.
The authors even argue that we need an alternative
measure, perhaps a soil erosion hazard class, that
could be applied to each individual coupe. They
conclude by saying that perhaps we are not ready
for that and that further research is needed. They
recommend as an interim measure the distances that
appear in the table I have just mentioned and then
say we need to do ongoing work. That has been
overruled under the revised code.
I refer to the recommendation for class 1, the stream
class of water supply, which is that there be
minimum buffers of 40 metres up to 80 metres. On
page 39 it says:
Rivers, lakes and streams used for domestic water
supply should have a buffer strip at least 40 m wide
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applied between the point of take off and the point
where the area of the catchment becomes less than
100 ha. In soils exhibiting overland flow, additional
buffers are suggested to protect water quality.

That is what takes the recommendation up to
80 metres. The width in the code is a serious
reduction in the width recommended and the
minister should reconsider that in light of the
comments of the CSIRO. Another area of the code
deals with slope limitations. The CSIRO
recommended a total exclusion of harvesting on
slopes greater than 30 degrees. The revised code has
a much gentler guideline at 2.3.5, which is:
... generally, harvesting operations should be excluded
from slopes greater than 30 degrees -

although it will vary. The code gives some
discretion, whereas the CSIRO was quite definite,
saying with no equivocation at all that:
... ground-based harvesting machinery should be
excluded from slopes greater than 30 degrees.

The minister has allowed the limitation to slip back
to something less than that. I refer also to
section 3.1.2.1 on plantation planning and deSign, at
page 41 of the revised code. Again there is a
variation in the recommendations concerning the
distances of plantations from permanent streams.
Once again, this is an important issue that created
considerable discussion during the drafting process.
A similar table appears in the CSIRO report at
page 77, in which a wider buffer strip of 40 metres to
80 metres is recommended. The minister has not
accepted the recommendation, again cutting the
width of the buffer. Page 41 includes an interesting
guideline:
... the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988), and other
areas of conservation Significance, should be
encouraged.

It certainly should be encouraged - and the
minister needs to be encouraged to implement it
properly, too.
I direct the attention of the minister to page 43,
where weed control is discussed. 'This is a subject
that is dear to both our hearts. I am a member of the
parliamentary committee that the minister has asked
to inquiry into pest plants in Victoria, so we are both
involved. I would be interested to learn why the
minister is proposing a revised code that omits two

CODE OF FOREST PRACTICES FOR TIMBER PRODUCTION

Friday, 6 December 1996

ASSEMBLY

significant recommendations made by the CSIRO.
One, which as at page 57 of the report, says:
... individual landowners should collaborate in the
control of certain weed species ... which may threaten
the ecology of the region ...

If one message came through loud and clear from
the landowners who appeared at the public hearing
we held at Geelong the week before last, it is that if a
particular landowner does not cooperate, his or her
land becomes the source of all the weeds on all the
properties for miles around. There was a great deal
of anger and distress among landowners who could
not get their neighbours to cooperate, because that
lack of cooperation was ruining the program to
control particular weeds - in that case, serrated
tussock.

A second recommendation that has been omitted
concerns the natural regeneration of native species
in adjacent forests. The CSIRO says on page 57 of its
report that they should be removed. I have heard
many people say that one of the problems with
having a property near a pine plantation is that
seedlings that grow from the pines become
environmental weeds. That guideline has been
omitted, so the code is further weakened.
That gives the house a bit of an idea of the sorts of
compromises in the revised code of practice and
how the effectiveness of the CSIRO report has been
reduced. It was a good idea to have the CSIRO
undertake the review as an independent and expert
authority - but why not stick to its
recommendations? The revised code is a watering
down of what could have been.
I turn to the suggestions the Victorian National
Parks Association has picked up from a document
issued jointly by the Australian and New Zealand
Environment Conservation Council and the
Ministerial Council on Forests, Fisheries and
Agriculture. I believe the Minister for Conservation
and Land Management is a member of that
ministerial council or would at least be aware of it.
The VNPA has suggested that some of the
principles, operating goals and performance
indicators outlined in the document be picked up,
and it has given examples. In its comments on the
joint document under the heading 'Conservation of
Flora and Fauna' the VNPA states:
This section's goals would be further improved by
incorporating some of the goals from the joint
ANZECC-MCFFA document including viable
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populations of flora and fauna conserved throughout
their geographic range, species populations not
undergoing continuing reduction in nwnbers, no
decline in conservation status of species classified as
sensitive to forest management ...

In particular, the VNPA talks about pre-Iogging
surveys being essential if you are going to monitor
the changes to the flora and fauna before and after
logging. Unless pre-logging surveys are done you
cannot know what you have lost.

I turn to the other issues that have raised doubts in
my mind about the intentions of the government
and how far a code can go on its own in ensuring the
retention of our forests. One of the basic
requirements in the code is a forest management
plan. The opposition has recently received
complaints from the Wombat Forest Society that
there are serious errors in the figures that have come
out in the department's sustainability model for the
Midlands forestry management area. They claim
that the growth and regrowth rates of sawlogs for
that area are set at a higher rate than the
department's sustained yield review suggests and
cannot be achieved. Sustainability figures in the
forest have been reduced recently, but apparently
not sufficiently.

The sustainability model also appears to set the
rotation time for logging - an important feature of
the code - at 70 years. That is a breach of the timber
industry strategy and the existing Code of Forest
Practices, which sets a rotation of 80 years. It will be
interesting to see whether the minister has looked at
the figures the Wombat Forest Society says are
flawed and are probably illegal because they breach
the strategy and the code of practice. The figures
were presented to the minister earlier this year, and
the society has called for the resignation of the
minister's director of forest services, as the minister
would be aware. I wonder whether the minister can
say whether she has compared and checked the two
sets of figures to determine whether the
sustainability model for the Midlands forest area is
in accord with or breaches the current Code of Forest
Practices.
In several places the revised code that we are
debating talks about the Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act and mentions how important it is. One of the
guidelines at chapter 2 of the code states that plans
should:
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... provide protection for all flora and fauna listed as
protected under Victoria's Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act 1988.

The house has discussed several times the history of
the small golden moths orchid and the minister's
claim to protect it via a model agreement she has
signed with the developer of the land. The trouble is
that no-one else has seen that model agreement. So it
cannot be a model, unless the minister means that
every agreement she signs will be secret and no-one
else in the community will know about it. Although
the minister may have followed that sort of
agreement, she has not followed the Flora and Fauna
Guarantee Act. The minister seems to have simply
dismissed the act and walked away from it.
I am pleased to see that the revised code states that
we must provide protection as listed in the Victorian
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, but that is not what
the minister is currently doing. The minister is
simply ignoring the act and has walked away from
it. It would be helpful if a little light were shed on
the minister's intentions. It is not much use
accepting the code and saying we will abide by the
act if the government simply ignores it.
At page 23 the revised code deals with the
protection of rain forests and talks about buffers
being improved. Buffers have been improved from
those provided in the existing code and will be
increased to a distance of 40 to 60 metres. However,
in places where the myrtle wilt virus is present the
recommendation is that there should be a buffer of
up to 350 metres. Despite the minister's best efforts
at hiding the controversial report on myrtle wilt in
Victoria, particularly in the Otway Ranges, and
despite the fact that the draft code was doctored and
some very damaging conclusions and
recommendations were removed, it is clear that we
have a major problem in the Otways with the Myrtle
wilt virus.
I will now put on the public record some of the
comments that have been deleted from the original
report by the department. The original report of 1994
states:
If sustained over time, such high levels of infection and
mortality cannot be sustained by natural regeneration

of nothofagus and inevitably result in a severe decline
of the rainforest community, as has now been
confumed throughout the Otway Ranges, during this
project.
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That was simply deleted from the final report and
had to be wrung out of the department under FOI
procedures. That indicates that we have a major
problem that is leading to a decline in our rainforests.
Another section that was deleted states that young
regenerating stands of nothofagus will be less
susceptible to fungal attack, although young
trees damaged by forestry operations are readily
infected. That points to the dangers of allowing
timber harvesting operations close to areas where
there is an infection and demonstrates that the
infection can be spread easily.
Finally, a whole section of the conclusions was
deleted. I cannot read it all because of time
constraints. However, it is very relevant when
talking about the protection of rainforests to note
that the buffers that are needed when they are
increased, as they have been in the revised code, go
nowhere near the 350 metres recommended in the
deleted section of the report. It states:
In view of these considerations -

That is a reference to some research. It is suggested
that:
... depending on the experimentally determined rate of
spread of the disease in Victoria's secondary
nothofagus stands, buffers of 250 to 350 metres width
may be required to adequately safeguard primary
nothofagus stands ...

Mr McArthur interjected.
Ms GARBUTI - That was the opinion of
scientists. I would believe scientists any day ahead
of the honourable member for Monbulk.

Mr McArthur interjected.
Ms GARBUTI - You are the one who has put
up the silly guess.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A. F. Plowman) Order! I ask the honourable member for Bundoora to
direct her comments through the Chair.
Ms GARBUTI - What I have described makes
me despair about the government's real intentions
and wonder whether we are all wasting our time.
The final area of concern is enforcement monitoring.
The code does not say anything about this issue, and
the government's record of cutting staff and
resources by about 50 per cent does not give the
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opposition any confidence that enforcement will be
carried out. Many programs have been cut and the
opposition receives constant complaints about
breaches of the code not being followed up.
Honourable members will remember that a few
years ago the Administrative Appeals Tribunal
heard a complaint about a company, STY
(Afforestation), associated with a former minister of
the government who is still a member of this place.
The complaint involved a number of breaches of the
code, but an investigation was initiated only after
considerable work by the Friends of the Earth who,
over many months and with great difficulty and no
help from the then Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, took the company to the tribunaL
It found the company had committed many
breaches of the code and permit guidelines. The
disgrace was that the company was associated with
a member of the house who was minister of the
government at the time.
The opposition is aware of reports in the Herald Sun
of 31 March this year about a number of breaches of
the regulations. In fact, 767 breaches of the Victorian
timber harvest regulations have occurred during the
past seven years but the licences of only two loggers
have been cancelled. If that is the sort of enforcement
the government envisages I do not know why the
code is being revised. Anything can be put down on
paper, but it is a waste of time unless there is some
enforcement. I hope the minister responds to those
comments because enforcement is an important
issue for her department. As was put vividly by the
Australian Conservation Foundation's Tim Fisher
earlier this year, her department is doing two jobsthat is, it is both the poacher and the gamekeeperand that is why it is not as strenuous in the
monitoring and enforcement role.
The opposition does not oppose the code because it
is an improvement, but it looks forward to the
minister firming up government policies instead of
taking the minimalist approach. The opposition
would prefer the recommendations of the CSIRO to
be adopted, and I urge honourable members to vote
for the reasoned amendment because it will further
strengthen the code. I commend the reasoned
amendment to the house.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - I congratulate the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management on
the introduction of the Code of Forest Practices
because for the next few years it will be the
controlling mechanism for the development of the
timber industry in Victoria.
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The document is an update of the 1989 Code of
Forest Practices produced by the former Labor
government, and a review of the code after seven
years is appropriate. In congratulating the minister
and supporting the code I oppose the reasoned
amendment. I will give some reasons for my
opposition to the reasoned amendment in due
course.
I notice that the honourable member for Bundoora's
principal complaint is that the code does not apply
equally to plantations on both public and private
land as recommended by the CSIRO. During her
remarks the honourable member paid a lot of
attention to the approach of the CSIRO to forest
practices. If one adopted the CSIRO position, which
is what the reasoned amendment does, one would
wipe out about 90 per cent of timber production in
the state.
The CSIRO is not the fount of all wisdom; it has
approached the review of the code from the position
of what is best regardless of the timber industry. If
one looks through all the issues on which the CSIRO
has commented one can see that it has little regard
for logging and no regard for timber production and
its value to the state. Although the honourable
member for Bundoora may believe the CSIRO is the
fount of all wisdom, the government takes the view
that the fount of all wisdom is one that combines the
application of the 1989 code, the views of the
industry and other interested organisations.
I speak on this bill with some background in the
timber industry. I spent a number of years of my
working life in the industry as an executive of a
large company that had timber mills and sawmilling
interests in both Victoria and Tasmania. At the end
of my career with that company and before I started
my own business I was the national marketing
manager, so I had some knowledge of what went on
in the forest and within my company and other
companies and what that meant to the industry, the
state and the nation.
The timber industry has played a very important
part in the economy of the state for a long time and
it will do so for many years to come. I do not speak
from the position that is now afflicting the Labor
Party - that is, nobody in the industry can be
trusted and we must have all~mbracing regulations
and control over it because if it is allowed to operate
without controls the forest and the environment will
be ruined. My position is that the vast majority of
people in the industry - those who operate in the
forest and in the sawmills - operate responsibly
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from the point of view of the environment and the
industry. The two issues are inextricably linked
because if the timber industry does not do the right
thing by the environment it destroys itself.
There is an old term that is repeated ad nauseam
when people talk about the timber industry and
native forests - that is, renewable resources. From
both an industry and government point of view,
over the past 100 years, but particularly since the
Second World War, there has been no better
practitioner in the art of renewable resources than
those people involved in the timber industry.
I have had many discussions with organisations
whose agenda is to stop timber being harvested
from public land. They do not want to see any
logging on public lands, although in most instances
they are not prepared to come out and say so. That is
certainly not the agenda of either the government or
the people who work in the industry, many of
whom are fee-paying, loyal unionists. It is also not
the agenda of the multitude of small rural
communities which would die off if they did not
have a viable timber industry. I am speaking for the
good honest members of those small rural
communities, who want to do the right thing. Their
views and interests need to be represented.
If we accept the reasoned amendment moved by the
honourable member for Bundoora we will be telling
those who harvest timber from public land that their
working lives and those of their industries are
terminal- in other words, they will be out of
business very rapidly. If we allowed that to happen
we would be denying the state a significant amount
of economic activity and denying Australia export
income. I do not know whether many opposition
members have shown much interest in the Victorian
timber industry in recent times, but for their benefit I
point out that over the past six or seven years there
has been a major change in emphasis in the
industry -particularly in the hardwood industry.

Seasoning quality timber is now a significant
value-adding industry. We are exporting timber that
seven or eight years ago would not have been
considered remotely appropriate for export. In fact,
seven or eight years ago it would not have been
considered a reasonable product even for domestic
consumption. Now we are exporting product that
the Filipinos and the Malaysians have sold for years
as 'pinhole, no defect' timber. However, that timber
has resin pockets and the local version of pinhole in
it, but it is being accepted in European and Asian
markets, particularly in Japan.
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TItis is a major change because prior to the timber
being marketed properly overseas it was used for
framing and non-seasoning-quality products - and
generally wasted. However, the timber industry
took hold of the first code of practice and said, 'If
this is what the government requires us to do, let's
completely review our operations, think laterally
and work out how we can get involved' - and they
have done that successfully. The industry deserves
to be congratulated, not only because it has
complied with the code of practice but because it has
continued to operate responsibly. People in the
timber industry do not claim to be the fount of all
wisdom and knowledge. They are happy to be given
sensible and rational directions from government or
anybody else that improve practices in their
industry.
We have to work with them, not against them. They
are decent people who have a significant interest in
maintaining the forests so that they always have
products to sell. It is not in their interests to have the
forests ruined. Those people are chief among the
conservationists of our forests, and they should be
treated accordingly. Instead of approaching them as
the honourable member for Bundoora has done,
believing that because they cannot be trusted they
have to be controlled, we should be saying that their
record speaks for itself.
The honourable member for Bundoora says, with a
little justification, that some people in the industry
have not acted properly. Why should we crucify the
entire industry because of the sins of the minority?
Surely we should be dealing with the minority and
making them work to proper standards. However,
the reasoned amendment takes the hard-line
approach. It would put such strict controls on forest
practices that it would kill off the timber industry.
The opposition should consider the ramifications of
killing off the major part of an industry that harvests
timber from public land.
The industry is a significant employer, but the
indirect employment impacts are even more
significant. The timber industry indirectly creates
employment in the jOinery industry, which provides
all the finished timber we see around us - the
furniture, windows, architraves and door jambs in this place and in every other building we enter. I
would have no idea how many people are employed
in the industry around Victoria, but the number
would be large. When that is multiplied by the
number in the other states and territories, one can
see the magnitude of that indirect employment. All
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those jobs would be affected by the Labor Party's
approach to the issue.
The furniture industry relies heavily on Victorian
timber, particularly the Victorian hardwoods. That
reliance is increasing because of the value that is
added to lower quality timber, enabling it to be used
in high-quality furniture. That is so not only because
the marketplace is prepared to accept defects in
timber that it was not prepared to accept a decade or
so ago but also because the finishes produced by the
coating industry can either mask or compliment
those defects, sometimes making them features in
themselves. If the reasoned amendment were
accepted it would be a huge and significant blow not
only to the economy of the state but also to many
small rural communities around Victoria.
The third area that I have listed is the building
industry, which relies on timber for a variety of uses.
Green timber is still used for scantling on houses;
major construction timbers are used in larger
commercial and industrial projects; and through to
finishing timbers that are used for architraves and
other mouldings in all types of buildings.
The indirect job growth that is created by the timber
industry is significant and should not be forgotten
whenever a reasoned amendment such as this is
moved. Members on both sides of the house have a
responsibility, when they stand up to promote a
particular course of action, to understand where that
course of action might lead. From my knowledge of
the industry I believe - and I am sure I am rightthat, if accepted and implemented, the reasoned
amendment would damage the industry more than
its mover appears to understand.
The code of practice addresses every possible area
that needs to be addressed regarding activities
carried out in forests, whether on public or private
land. The minister may disagree with me, but this is
not a document that the government could say
should be engraved in stone and stand forever
as the - and I mean 'The' with a capital T - code of
practice forever and a day.
The first code of practice has been in operation for
six or seven years, and this revision no. 2 is a natural
result of the upgrading, reviewing and
freshening-up of it. In some cases the code may need
tightening up and in others easing off, but the
document is as good as we can make it today. In six
or seven years time Parliament will probably be
seeing revision no. 3 based on the activities that will
go on over that time. By then certain prOvisions in
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this document will be seen as too harsh or
unnecessary and can be eased off, while others may
need to be tightened up. We must progress in
forestry activities with an eye on the importance of
the timber industry as we do so. To go forward with
blinkered vision and say, 'I am going to look at what
I believe is best for our forests' without regard for
the impact of those decisions would be to restrict
economic activity and sentence significant areas of
the timber, building and other associated industries
to grave damage or closure. I do not believe that is
the intention of the honourable member for
Bundoora or any other member in this house.

In closing, I say to the members of the opposition: I
understand where you are coming from. You are
concerned to ensure that the very best happens out
in the forest, as we all are, but be careful as you
consider your position on this reasoned amendment
because it may have far more bite in it than you
realise. The honourable member for Bundoora has
paid a lot of attention to the views of the CSIRO. I do
not know whether she has paid any attention or had
any contact with the timber industry, the Australian
Timber Workers Union or the small rural
communities that are involved every day of the year
in the timber industry. If she had she would have
heard a completely different view on this matter
from the one espoused by the CSIRO. This is a good
code of practice, and the reasoned amendment
would do nothing other than make it worse. I will be
opposing the reasoned amendment.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I thank the honourable
member for Bundoora for her contribution. I also
thank the honourable member for Momington,
whose excellent contribution was unexpected but
very positive. It indicated his substantial knowledge
of the industry, and his perspective added
significantly to the debate.
I am in the curious position now of having spoken
on two occasions to codes of forest practices for
timber production in this place. When the then
Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands in
another place, the Honourable Joan Kimer,
introduced the first Code of Forest Practices I was
shadowing the portfolio and spoke to the code for
the Uberal Party opposition at that time. It would be
less than generous of me not to indicate that that
first code of practice introduced by Ms Kimer had a
Significant impact on the way our forests were
managed. It was also the beginning of a series of
changes, including the timber industry strategy,
which led to remarkable improvements in and the
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restructuring and refocusing of the industry. That
code was the first of its kind. It made and broke
ground; it set standards and provided certainty
within the timber harvesting area; and it has had a
substantial influence on the way the timber industry
has since flourished. The details of that change in the
timber industry were outlined by the honourable
member for Mornington.
As Minister for Conservation and Land
Management and having introduced this revision
no. 2 of the Code of Forest Practices when I look
back to the debate in 1989 the impact of the first code
on the timber industry is apparent to me. We have
seen restructuring and a stronger focus on value
adding, as well as further technical improvement.
There has also been more capital investment in the
industry. Recently the Timber Promotion Council
introduced a system of timber accreditation into the
industry. That is a remarkable step forward since
1989 when the first code of forest practice was
introduced into Parliament. The accreditation
process is based on proper peer review and on
standards being set under a proper accreditation
process, and the launch of the accreditation
procedures here in Melbourne was certainly a major
step forward. Many members of the timber industry
were present. Some of the key speakers included an
architect who uses timber significantly in his houses,
Mr Greg Burgess, and Mr Nicholas Dattner, who
uses timber for furniture making. Other speakers
lauded the setting up of the accreditation process.
Revision no. 2 of the Code of Forest Practices comes
nearly seven years after the first code. The
Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
particularly the Forest Management Service, is to be
commended for the work involved in the
preparation and presentation of this code to
Parliament. It has involved a large amount of work. I
understand that work commenced some two years
ago, and Mr Gerard O'Neill, the manager of the
Forest Management Service, is to be commended,
along with the people who worked with him, for the
broad consultation and the focused effort they have
put into the Code of Forest Practices.
I am pleased the opposition described the code as
good. The honourable member for Bundoora
referred to the excellent environmental care
principles encompassed in the code, and although
she was a little misguided about what the CSIRO
consultants' review was meant to achieve, we have
again in this place achieved bipartisan support for
the principles of the code. That bipartisan support
will ensure certainty in the industry as it goes about
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harvesting a very important renewable resource. As
the honourable member for Mornington outlined, it
will also give the building, furniture and timber
industries an opportunity to move ahead with a
sense of certainty. That certainty is based on a
balance between the vitally important
environmental principles necessary for the ongoing
use of our renewable resource and the use of that
resource for important domestic and export
opportunities in this state.
Revision no. 2 commenced in August 1994, and it
has taken more than two years to bring it to
completion and its ratification by Parliament today.
It is based on a review undertaken by the CSIRO,
but that was only part of the process. It then
required detailed consultation with a number of
people involved in this area, including the Victorian
Forest Growers Association, Amcor, VAFI, Victree,
Treecorp, ANM and Auspine, among others, and the
environmental organisations, both community based
and statewide, were similarly part of the
consultation process.
I commend the Forest Management Service under
the leadership of Gerard O'Neill, on that wide
consultative process. Although that has meant that,
while there are always compromises and ways of
seeing a document of this nature and detail from
different perspectives, virtually all interested groups
involved in the establishment and sustainability of
the forest resource have consented to it. That is no
small effort, and the amount of time and the
willingness to listen and negotiate that has gone into
the production of this document should not be
underestima ted.
A number of matters raised by the honourable
member for Bundoora were based predominantly on
the assumption that the CSIRO was the sole arbiter
of the standards and the scientific and detailed input
to the document. That was never the case. It was the
prime group and a very appropriate group to review
the first code, and because of the CSIRO's broad
scientific base and technical knowledge the
department was well placed to give it the
consultancy. To a large degree, its proposals have
been accepted. However, as I indicated, this
document has had input from a wide range of
perspectives and it is all the better for having been
through a consultative and negotiated process rather
than having simply adopted a fairly limited, narrow,
scientific and technological approach.
It is interesting that this is a single code. After it was
adopted for public land in 1989 it was then adopted
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for private land in 1993. We now have a code of
practice that covers both public and private land.
The honourable member for Bundoora asked why
there was more flexibility in this code and not as
much prescriptiveness as with private land. There is
a very good reason for that. This government and all
the forest industry ministers around Australia are
very keen to see a plantation agroforestry industry
developed on private land. That is a major initiative
to which this government is committed. The target
set by the forest industry ministers at the last
meeting of that group in the early part of this year
was that the amount of land available for planting of
timber in this country be substantially enhanced.
The adoption in the code of a lesser standard for
private land is aimed at balancing the need to
encourage plantation development against that
requirement.
Incentives for the creation of plantations must be
provided. Plantations in themselves will provide a
net improvement in environmental benefits, and
whether we look at replacement of hardwood
timber, land improvement or sustainable
improvement from widespread timber planting, we
see net environmental benefits from increased
plantations. The opportunity to encourage rather
than provide disincentives for plantation
establishment was the basis for a less prescriptive
approach in the code to plantations on private land.
The honourable member for Bundoora recognised
the rain forest management requirement. All
rainforest is excluded from timber harvesting, and
buffers have been expanded from 20 metres in linear
strips to 40 metres for all other areas. That is an
important ongoing protection for rainforest
management. Victorian forest management and the
timber industry are now moving into a period of
certainty that, while protecting the environmental
values of our natural ecosystems - including our
forest system - to the highest standards, at the
same time and in a manner complementary to those
high standards the government can ensure a strong,
viable and sustainable timber industry. To be able to
speak with certainty of those dual roles being
complementary is certainly a major step forward
from where the debate was in 1989. A lot of work by
both parties has gone into convincing Parliament
that this code is much improved from where we
were in 1989.
I commend the Forest Management Service, the
timber industry and the environmental groups that
have worked on the preparation of this code. I am

very pleased that for the next 10 years - and the
code will apply for up to the next 10 years provided circumstances do not change dramatically
the timber industry and forest husbandry will have
an opportunity of continuing to expand, improve
and fulfil the vital economic role the industry plays.
At the same time the industry will be
environmentally compatible, acceptable and in a
position to share the dual goals. To have reached the
stage where the code encompasses both
considerations is certainly a landmark. I am very
pleased to have been part of the second Code of
Forest Practices. I doubt I will be here for the third,
but I certainly commend the second.

House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):
Ayes, 47
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean,Dr
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins, Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.D.

McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr (Teller)
Perrin, Mr
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr (Teller)
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron, Mr (Teller)

Kosky,Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr (Teller)
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr

Campbell, Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Garbutt, Ms

Pandazopoulos, Mr
Seitz,Mr

Gillett,Ms

Thwaites, Mr

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT (PLANNING SCHEMES) BILL

ASSEMBLY

1800
Wilson,Mrs

Hamilton, Mr
Hulls,Mr

Friday, 6 December 1996

government representatives to ensure future
planning decisions in Victoria are coordinated and
sensible.

Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
Code of practices ratified.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
(PLANNING SCHEMES) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 December; motion of
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and Local
Government); and Mr DOLLIS's amendment:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof the words 'this house
refuses to read this bill a second time until the
government has had further consultation with relevant
organisations and the community about the
ramifications of the bill and gone through a formal
exhibition and panel process in relation to the Victoria
Planning Provisions which fonn a major part of the
proposed planning refonns thereby allowing citizens
the opportunity to express their concerns about any
detrimental impacts it may have on the future use and
development of land in this state'.

Ms Mc CALL (Frankston) - I support the bill and
the excellent work being done by the Minister for
Planning and Local Government. Although I am not
an expert on local government matters, wilike many
of my colleagues, particularly the honourable
member for Prahran, who has done great work on
the Local Government Board, I am interested in the
more aesthetic side of local government and
buildings. I am lucky to serve an electorate on the
Momington Peninsula that faces Port Phillip Bay. As
a result of poor planning decisions by local councils
Frankston has turned its back on its most valuable
asset. Unfortunate planning decisions have been
made in the past that have resulted in some
unattractive buildings.
In Europe the more elegant buildings have over the
years been protected by heritage groups and
successive intelligent planning decisions. It is
important that we in Victoria look to protecting our
future and, of course, protecting much of our elegant
past. It is important that this legislation be passed
without the amendment proposed by the opposition,
particularly as it is another step towards cooperation
and coordination between state and local

Anyone who has been involved in planning
decisions - and I bow to the experts around me knows that it is a slow process and causes a great
deal of concern to those involved. That has certainly
been the case for many people on the Momington
Peninsula. But this bill will make life a lot simpler
for all concerned. I, together with my colleague the
honourable member for Frankston East, watch with
interest the future of beachside development on the
Momington Peninsula. Perish the thought that it
will be destroyed by aesthetically unpleasing
developments such as those on Queensland's Gold
Coast. It is true that we would like the number of
tourists that visit us on the Momington Peninsula to
increase, because we have an attractive environment
to invite them to do so, but we do not want 25-storey
developments on the beachfront. I must admit my
vested interest in this: I live near the beach at Long
Island. I declare my conflict of interest and will
make sure that all developments in the Frankston
electorate will benefit all concerned.
This bill dovetails with the provisions of a bill the
house discussed earlier today in that it is part of the
improvement of our environment in general,
particularly the visibility of the environment in
which we live. I am delighted to support the
minister on this bill and I oppose the reasoned
amendment. I praise his fine work and commend
this legislation, which is yet another excellent step
forward by this government.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - I thank honourable members
for their contributions to the debate. It has been a
great opportunity for members to get planning
matters on the parliamentary agenda and for some
members has been a rare opportunity to get matters
off their chests. Many opposition members seem to
believe there has been unseemly haste in getting to
this stage of planning reform. However, I remind
them that at the moment there are 67000 pages of
planning documents and maps in the state of
Victoria, and that number is rapidly growing.
Anyone who believes that a planning system needs
67000 pages or the equivalent of planning bumf is
seriously misinformed about how planning should
be organised.

The objectives of the bill are a culmination of about
three and a half years of consultation. Naturally, the
opposition wants more time. It would not matter
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when planning reform came to the Parliament, the
opposition would want more time because it has not
had the opportunity, or has not taken the
opportunity, to do its homework and to realise at
what stage planning is.
The planning reform program has been piloted by
five councils, including the Port Phillip City Council.
I should have thought that opposition members
would have had a strong affiliation with that
council, which is piloting the scheme, and that there
was every opportunity for them, if they did not like
tha t council, to speak to the other councils such as
the Ballarat City Council, the Alpine Shire Council
or to one of the other volunteer councils. Not only
are the five volunteer councils leading the charge in
piloting the new zones, but there are another
11 councils close behind in the process. Indeed, I
expect that about 14 councils will be ready to move
following the passage of the legislation in the early
part of next year.
There were the usual conspiracy theorists in the
opposition suggesting that the whole process was
somehow to be done with commissioners. The
government made it clear - and I made public
statements at an early stage - that the completion of
the planning reform process would be conducted by
elected councils. Therefore, the timing of the process
is related to the election of councils in March next
year when the restored elected councillors will be
the ones making the decisions about strategic plans.
They will be the ones who will be presiding over the
transition of the existing confusion of planning
schemes to the new format.
I confirm the information I gave to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that if there are objections
to the transitions they will be referred to a panel as
part of the public panel process undertaken by the
department for planning amendments. It is intended
that the same panel be used for all planning scheme
processes, which means that panel will have a heavy
burden. But the intention of having a single panel
deal with all the transitions by the various
municipalities is intended to allow for consistency
rather than having different panels reporting in
different ways.
I believe we have the process right; we have had
long consultation. Although I could have done it
with the stroke of a pen, that has been the way the
government has approached the matter. We have
consulted widely, the planning community has been
consulted widely, and I believe there is wide
support for the councils' proposals.

I believe the councils will use the opportunities well.
The choice of zones will be theirs. They will decide
where the zones apply; they will be the ones to
nominate the appropriate overlays that express
heritage and tree and character controls and all the
other elements. Indeed, local elements will be
expressed primarily through the overlays rather
than through the choice of zone.
A lot of mischievous comments have been made by
uninformed academics, and unfortunately the
opposition seems to have fallen for what they have
said. I cannot help opposition members if they listen
to ill-informed academics. I can only wish the
legislation well and rely on the fact that, on behalf of
their communities, councils will do very well with
the new opportunities the bill will present them with.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed for
debate on the bill has expired.
House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Ayes,51
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke, Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall, Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.O.

McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr (Teller)
Perrin,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, MrI.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr (Teller)
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells, Mr

Noes, 27
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks, Mr

Kosky,Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
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Lirn, Mr (Teller)
Loney, Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Wilson, Mrs

Brumby,Mr
Carneron, Mr (Teller)
Carnpbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Oollis,Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Gillett, Ms
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr
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Gillett, Ms (Teller)
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls, Mr

Thwaites, Mr
Wilson,Mrs

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.
The SPEAKER - Order! As sessional orders
dispense with the committee stage, I am required to
put the question.
Circulated government amendment as follows
agreed to:

Amendment negatived.
House divided on motion:

Clause 23, after line 16 insert -

Ayes, 51
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke,Ms
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon, Mr (Teller)
Ooyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.O.

McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Pescott, Mr
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey,Mrs
Smith, Mr E.R
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor, Mr (Teller)
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 27
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks,Mr
Brumby,Mr
Cameron,Mr
Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Oollis,Mr
Garbutt, Ms

Kosky,Ms
Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Um,Mr
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage, Mr (Teller)
Seitz,Mr

"() The Principal Act applies in relation to a planning
scheme prepared under this Part as if (a) in section 96E(1)(a) the words "as amended by
the proposed amendment" were omitted; and
(b)

for section 96G(1)(c) there were substituted "(c)

the planning authority considers it
appropriate that a permit be granted
under this Division for any purpose for
which the planning scheme would require
a permit to be obtained.".

Third reading
Motion agreed to be absolute majority.
Read third time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

ARTS INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
The SPEAKER - Order! I am required by
sessional order no. 6 to put the question.
Circulated government amendments nos 1 and 2 as
follows agreed to:
1.

Clause 15, lines 26 and 27, omit "sub-sections (3) and
(4) are repealed." and insert 'for sub-sections (3)
and (4) substitute #(3) The Governor in Council must appoint a
member of the Board to be President.".'.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE
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Clause 49, line 12, omit "subsitute" and insert
"substitute" .

Remaining stages

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan - Amendment Nos 91, 92,
93,94,95,96
Warmambool Planning Scheme - No. L23

Passed remaining stages.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE
Message read recommending appropriation for
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)
Bill.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme - Nos L9, LI1,
L15,L35,L36,L37

The following proclamation fixing an operative date
was laid upon the table by the Clerk pursuant to an
order of the house dated 14 May 1996:
Westpac and Bank of Melbourne (Challenge Bank) Act
1996 - Division 1 of Part 2, Part 3, and Part 5 (except
section 36) on 8 December 1996 (Gazette No. G48, 5
December 1996).

Fisheries (abalone) regulations
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) presented
information paper entitled Abalone - taking stock.
Laid on table.

Adjournment
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1958 - Report on
the general election, 30 March 1996.
National Environment Protection Council - Report for
the year 1995-96.
Planning and Environment Act 1997 - Notices of
approval of amendments to the following planning
schemes:
BelWick Planning Scheme - No. L78
Boroondara Planning Scheme - No. L24
Brimbank Planning Scheme - No. LI7
Darebin Planning Scheme - No. L9
Flinders Planning Scheme - No. L86 Part 1
Frankston Planning Scheme - No. L78
Gannawarra Planning Scheme - No. L1
Korumburra Planning Scheme - No. L65
Mitchell Planning Scheme - No. L4
Moira Planning Scheme - No. L7 Part 2
Port Phillip Planning Scheme - No. L41
RosedaIe Planning Scheme - No. 1.36
Sale Planning Scheme - No. L26
South Gippsland Planning Scheme - Nos L22, L24

That the house, at its rising, adjourn until a day and
hour to be fixed by Mr Speaker, which time of meeting
shall be notified in writing to each member of the house.

Christmas felicitations
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - We have arrived at
the time of year when we draw breath and thank
those who have made it possible for Parliament to
operate in a professional way. 'This is the 21st time I
have been here for Christmas felicitations. Quite
obviously the make-up of Parliament has changed
substantially with the changing personalities, and
the ambience of Parliament has changed
considerably. It is appropriate now - it is the first
opportunity I have had - to inform the house that I
have recently announced that the Minister for
Transport, Mr Alan Brown, has been selected by the
government to be Victoria's representative in
London.

Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr KENNETI' - In accordance with the custom,
he will be shouting the bar immediately the house
adjourns! I will now focus for a few moments on
Mr Brown's appointment. This is the most senior of
our diplomatic trade offices overseas. It has a long
history and in looking to fill it following the
retirement of Ken Crompton the government was
looking for someone who would bring added stature
and status to the position; someone who had a great
deal of private enterprise experience; and someone,
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which is quite rare, who had a successful political
and parliamentary career, rising to the very top.

4.5 per cent a year on a compounding basis - a
remarkable feat.

Mr Brown entered Parliament in 1979 and, after the
election in 1982 when the then Liberal government
was sent to the opposition benches for what will
seem like a short time compared to those who
currently occupy that position, Mr Brown was given
the opportunity of serving in the shadow ministry.
He did that very ably. He played a very important
role in lifting the Liberal Party's stocks from a very
depleted 1982 result to winning back eight seats in
1985.

When history comes to review the government's
performance and the transport minister's
performance - now being given a farewell kiss by
one of his close friends the honourable member for
Morwell- it will record kindly the way Mr Brown
has discharged his duties. Today, therefore, will be
the last time Mr Brown is both a minister and the
representative of his electorate, which he has served
for his entire period as a member of this place. He
will be badly missed in his electorate where he has
served exceedingly well. He is one of the few
ministers who has been able to look after his
ministerial responsibilities and spend time in his
electorate on a weekly basis. Other ministers have
not been able to do that for many years, and I name
myself as one.

Mr Brown succeeded me as leader of the party for
two years. During that time he served the party and
the Parliament admirably and with great dignity. On
my resumption to the leadership Mr Brown
continued to serve both the party and the Parliament
exceedingly well and he offered to me as his leader
and his successor every possible assistance, which
would have been difficult, especially when you can
imagine that under some circumstances such
assistance would not have been made available.
Without being overly political, according to public
assessment in 1996 and the commentators
particularly in industry, the government has
performed well, and that has been the result of a
number of factors. One has been the unity of the
team, the calibre and the partnership forged between
the executive and the backbench. Another has been
the relationship the government has with its
bureaucrats and business. Finally, the government
has forged a relationship with some unions.
The transport area has defied its responsible
ministers for many years to bring about generational
change even though technologies have changed
substantially over the past 10 or 15 years. The former
Labor government tried to change it and failed,
which probably contributed to the size of its loss, but
not the loss itself. This government embarked on a
reform of the transport area. It is fair to say that
no-one could have expected the size of change that
has been rendered within public transport. When
you look at the results now being delivered reflected in the morale of people working in the
public transport system and by the drop in the losses
the government has to contribute every year of
about $250 million less than in 1992 - people will
understand that it has not been an easy achievement.
More importantly, the public of Victoria are
returning to the public transport system. There has
been a dramatic increase in patronage of about

I place on the public record my sincere thanks and
that of the government and Parliament for the
contribution AIan Brown has made over the past
16 or 17 years. I am sure Victorians would also like
me to extend their thanks. He leaves this place with
a reputation second to none. The public have been
the beneficiaries of many years of service, as has
been the Liberal Party and ultimately the
Parliament. We thank you, AIan, very much. We will
miss you, but while one door is closing another is
opening, and the one that is opening is terribly
important.
As we continue to do our best for the community not
only seeking to export more but also attracting new
investment AIan Brown will be a suitable person to
see that through. His role will take in Europe, so the
London office will now have a European focus
rather than a United Kingdom focus. Thank you,
AIan, very much and we wish you well.
Honourable Members - Hear, Hear!

Mr KENNETI - Mr Speaker, I thank you and
the Clerks for your work over the past year. It is
always more difficult in an election year given the
disruption it causes to the running of Parliament.
This place is not always easy to manage, as we all
know, and your position, Mr Speaker, receives
plaudits occasionally and a lot of brickbats, but that
is the nature of the game. It is true as we finish this
calendar year that the Parliament is well run and
well served by you, Sir, and the Clerks. I place on
record my appreciation for your work, knowing that
you have come back into the job after an election
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when there has been some shuffling of the positions
at the Clerks' table.
Parliament is terribly well served by its
departments. The Parliamentary Library has an
excellent, professional staff who serve our needs
regularly and, like many of us, at times have to work
extraordinarily long hours.
The Hansard staff are also placed under great
pressure as they try to record the pearls of wisdom
that sometimes flow coherently but at other times
flow in a garbled form and without much sense and
at a level that really makes their job very difficult.
We thank them for their work. As always, we
apologise for the hours we keep, but over the past
few years the hours Parliament has sat as a result of
the arrangements by the managers of the business of
the house of both parties have been more civilised
than they were when we often sat long after
midnight on many occasions. I thank the Hansard
staff very much indeed.
I thank the orderlies who manage this house and
Craig Foster, who manages my affairs, I thank them
very much for their work not just when the house is
sitting when their presence and work is obvious but
also when the house is not sitting when they service
the offices and, more importantly, the members of
the public who continually come into this place and
expect to be shown around. The Parliament of
Victoria is rightly viewed as an icon, a building of
great moment, and the Victorian public enjoy having
access to it. The hospitality and politeness extended
to them by those who man the doors and look after
the house is very much appreciated.
The grounds have always been an absolute asset of
Parliament. We are blessed to have the ground staff
and the grounds we have, including the tennis court
and the bowling green. However, the tennis court
remains almost unusable on a regular basis because
of the wear and tear along the baselines. After what
has happened this week, maybe I should not make
the suggestion, but I believe that at some stage the
House Committee will have to consider putting in
an all-weather court to make regular use more
viable. Most of the garden staff have been working
in this place for many years, and the gardens we
have to walk around and relax in are a delight
because they are maintained in fine fashion.
The dining room staff continue to cater to our needs,
whether upstairs or downstairs. Again, the dining
rooms have also seen great changes over the past
few years. When Mr Maclellan, the Minister for
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Planning and Local Government, Mr lan Smith, the
honourable member for Polwarth and I were first
elected to this place there was great stability among
the staff. Now many more people are being
employed on a casual basis, and we welcome them.
However, at times I miss the continuity provided by
the people who served us over many years. Our
present staff do a good job and we thank them.
They, too, are often swept up in the momentum of
Parliament and at times have to work extraordinary
hours.
Within this place there are a whole range of people
who provide services that are not often recognised. I
include the people who deliver our newspapers at
the beginning of the day and when we sit late. They
make our jobs easier and more interesting because
we are provided with information and goods and
services as we require them.
The Parliament is going through a period of rapid
change with the introduction of new technology.
That will continue, not only here but in our
electorate offices. This year has seen some dramatic
changes in the allowances paid to members of
Parliament in particular. The majority now have a
second electorate officer - that is certainly true of
members of the Assembly, and others are being
apportioned to the Council members - and vehicles
have been provided, and so on.
When one considers that electorate officers were
made available for the first time only in 1976, the
services members currently receive are a vast
improvement on what was available just 20 years
ago. I am not saying they are not deserved, of
course, but we should keep these things in
perspective given the requirements that are made of
us. I inclusively thank all the officers of Parliament
for their contributions during the 1996 calendar year.
To my colleagues from both the Liberal and the
National parties who this year went through one of
those political experiences they enjoy - contesting
an election and coming out the other side as
victors - I say thank you very much indeed for
your parliamentary contributions and for giving the
executive government the capacity to govern.
Numbers, per se, are important because under the
Westminster system the party or parties in the lower
house that have the numbers form the government.
Whether you have a majority of one or two or
whether you have the large majority that we do,
invariably it is the way the team works together and
presents itself to the public that provides the real
authority to govern.
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The exciting thing about our government, not just
this year but during our just-concluded four years in
office, is the way in which new members have
adapted to parliamentary life, which is often a steep
learning curve - and the curve has been even
steeper because of the extent and breadth of the
reforms that have taken place. The ultimate strength
of this government comes from those who serve,
who are often referred to as the backbenchers.
Without their understanding of and commitment to
the program of government, the executive would not
be empowered to do anything. For that reason, it has
always been my view that good government is not
difficult and that bad government is a sign of weak
politicians.
In this case we have a group of individuals who,
through their commitment to something bigger than
individual glory or short-term goals, are delivering a
form of government that is unsurpassed anywhere
else in Australia - and for that I thank each of them
very much. I wish them a merry Christmas and trust
that they will take a break and enjoy time with their
families, knowing that we will not be returning until
18 March next year.

To the opposition I extend the season's greetings.
After my decade on that side I know full well what it
is like being in opposition. I am also aware of the
difficulties that being in opposition presents for the
Leader of the Opposition of the day. Although we
say a great deal across the table and publicly, which
is the nature of the game, the reality of this
extraordinary institution is such that most members
relate well to each other. There are relationships
between members on both sides of the house that are
bonded by friendship, and that is a very good thing
to see. It is not easy leading a party in oppositionit never has been and it never will be.
It is certainly not easy being in opposition when you
have to work in those rabbit warrens of offices offices that the opposition now richly deserves and
will no doubt be occupying for many years to come!
I occupied those rooms for 8 of my 10 years in
opposition. During that time I often thought that
because I had been there so long one day I would be
sitting at my desk and one of those huge pipes that
you see extending from Readymix concrete trucks
would be thrust in through my window and the
room would be filled with concrete and we would
be left there. I had a vision that 2000 years later, the
concrete would be chipped away to give the public
an idea of what it was like to be in opposition! Those
offices are absolutely inappropriate, but
unfortunately that is the way they will stay, perhaps
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for the next 2000 years - probably with the same
occupants.
I am disappointed that we are not getting on with
the renovating of this place. We had a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get it all done; but
as we all knew, it required bipartisan support. The
public had bought the idea, and there was not much
opposition to it. We went out on a limb to do itwe got some criticism for doing so - but we stuck
together after the completion was announced. Now
the opportunity has been lost. That is history;
ultimately we will look back and regret what has
happened this week.
To Mr Brumby, the Leader of the Opposition, his
wife and family, and to the members of the
opposition both here and in the other place, I extend
the best wishes of the season. More importantly, I
hope it will be a peaceful and a restful time. I will be
on duty over Christmas but I strongly recommend
that all members of the opposition take a long break
before Parliament resumes on 18 March next year.
I trust that all of us will come back next year having
been refreshed - importantly, having gone through
this Christmas period safely with our friends and
families, given the risks that abound all the time on
the roads - and that we can look forward to 1997
when we can again constructively continue to
develop the opportunities and the people of this
state. At times this will be in a bipartisan way when
the occasion arises, and at other times obviously
there will be constructive criticism.
There is no doubt that the public of Victoria will go
into this Christmas with a greater sense of pride and
confidence than they have had in many years. In a
small way the workings of this Parliament help
create that environment. The Parliament is always
and will remain supreme. It can only be supreme not
only because of the way parliamentarians conduct
their affairs but also because of the way we are
assisted by the officers of this Parliament. I extend
the season's greetings to all members of Parliament
and, importantly, wish everyone a safe, happy
return in the New Year.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I join
the Premier in extending Christmas felicitations and
best wishes. I shall also make some remarks of my
own about the Minister for Public Transport, the
honourable member for Gippsland West.

At the outset I thank the Premier for his advice; he is
always forthcoming with his advice to the
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opposition leader. He had plenty of experience in
the job and the opposition always takes that advice.
For some weeks there has been speculation about
government appointments and whether
appointments would be made to Dubai or London
or to replace the Governor. I do not know who is
going to get the job in Dubai - there is some
speculation about that still.

considerable capacity to work with the trade union
movement to reach agreement on contentious issues
and to achieve sensible outcomes, and that was
certainly the case in public transport. The opposition
remains critical of the decision taken to terminate the
Vinelander service; it should have continued. It
would be a wonderful asset for Mildura if it were
reinstated.

The opposition is keen to participate in the program
of appointments in a bipartisan way. Peter
Batchelor, the shadow Minister for Transport, the
honourable member for Thomastown, could not be
here but wanted me to extend his best wishes to the
minister for success in his new job in London.

In summary, the minister has been a strong
performer in a portfolio which, as the Premier
rightly pointed out, has claimed more than its odd
victim over the years. I was not in the house but I
was in my office and heard most of the speech that
AIan Brown made in this place on Tuesday night,
3 December, on the Superannuation Acts (Further
Amendment) Bill, which wound up the Coal Mines
Pension Tribunal. The minister spoke with
compassion - indeed, passion - and feeling. I
remind members who were not able to hear that
speech that the minister spoke at length about the
coalmines in Wonthaggi. He inserted in Hansard a
list of the names of those who died in mine accidents
up until 1940 and spoke with passion about his
father and the 45 years that he spent in that mine.

However you look at it, AIan Brown will be missed
by the opposition frontbench and the government
frontbench. He will leave a big hole in the
government frontbench because he has been
industrious and committed. He has been a force for
stability in a government which some people on this
side and some members of the public would argue
has sometimes been erratic. He will be greatly
missed by the government and by this Parliament.
AIan Brown has brought to Parliament a wealth of
experience going back to his election in 1979. He has
worked in many capacities as a shadow minister for
youth, sport and recreation; industrial affairs;
housing; correctional services; and transport. He was
also Deputy Leader of the Opposition from 1987 to
1989 and Leader of the Opposition from 1989 to
1991. He has been Minister for Transport since 1992.
In London AIan Brown will be able to have a good
look at all the automatic ticketing machines and
report back on a regular basis! During his period as
Minister for Transport AIan Brown has made many
achievements which we on this side of the house
acknowledge. The City Circle tram service is a great
asset for Melbourne; it carries more passengers
every year. Tourists and others who come to
Melbourne agree that it is a valuable asset. The
Sprinter trains which have run on the country
routes - again, built up from the start made by the
previous Labor government - are excellent assets to
country Victorians. They are quick, clean, efficient
and economical services and we would like to see
more of them. Those two initiatives alone show the
capacity that AIan has had to work with the federal
government. Both the projects I have mentioned
involve federal government funding.

I also put on the public record the opposition's
appreciation for and thanks for the minister's

The minister also read a poem written by Jack
Q'Hagan in 1934 entitled Back to Wonthaggi, which
again I would recommend to honourable members.
AIan made the point that Wonthaggi had been a
union town and in every sense a multicultural town
for the past 50 or 60 years. I guess when that speech
was made on Tuesday night it was in part a
valediction - not the final valedictory speech but
pretty close to it. It moved all members of this house
and showed the deep commitment of AIan Brown to
his area and district. The minister has an interesting
background. A report about AIan Brown in the Age
of 28 April 1991 says:
It was during the early 19705, when he was a burgher
in the South Gippsland town of Wonthaggi, that AIan
Brown was confronted with a dilemma about his future.

After a council meeting he approached two town
stalwarts, Cr Jack Clancy and Mr Warwick
McCrimmon, editor of one of the town's newspapers,
for advice. 'I'm going to enter politics', Mr Brown
explained. 'What party do you think I should go for?'.

He has never denied that story. We all make the odd
mistake, but if you look back over AIan Brown's
political career you see that that was the big one when he joined the Liberal Party!
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The minister has many interests which I guess he
will pursue outside of Parliament, although I do not
know how he will pursue one of them motorbikes - in London, and I do not know how
many Chinese restaurants or McDonalds outlets
there are in London. I am sure he will be very happy
in London.
AIan's future job is one of great importance to
Victoria. It plays a key role in attracting industry,
new investment and tourism to Victoria. In that
capacity AIan Brown will have a key job in trying to
sell our Commonwealth Games bid to many
Europeans. By way of aside I say to the Premier that
is an area where there is strong and continuing
bipartisan support between the government and the
opposition. The role also involves ongoing work in
relation to building bridges into the European
Economic Community. AIan Brown will be there
from February or March and will be able to witness
the two-month British election campaign, and
probably the election of a new government over
there, the Blair Labour government.
AIan Brown's departure from politics leaves a big
hole in the government frontbench. He has been a
force for stability and he leaves here in a way I hope
all members one day aspire to - he leaves here well
respected, well liked, with his strong and honest
reputation intact and carrying with him a period of
notable achievement. We wish him well in London.
I join with the Premier in extending Christmas
felicitations. I also thank the Clerks: Phil Mithen,
Ray Purdey and Marcus Bromley and the
Serjeant-at-Arms, Geoff Westcott. This year we have
had some colourful parliamentary debates and
occasions - one involving the media and one,
perhaps two, involving the public gallery, where
people have had to be removed. It is the sergeant's
job to do that and sometimes it is not an easy job.
Sometimes it is not a popular job, but that is his job
and he does it well.
I also thank Mark Roberts and the staff of the papers
office and Neville Holt and the staff of the table
office. I thank the project officer for the Legislative
Assembly, Despina Babbage, and Muriel O'Gorman
and the secretarial service staff. I also thank the
principal attendant, Jack Thomas, and all his staff.
They do a magnificent job. This session we have not
sat as late as we sometimes have. Nevertheless, the
attendants are always there; they are always
courteous and helpful, and they do a fantastic job.
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I thank the House Committee staff for their work
during the year, and Bruce Davidson, Gail Dunston
and all the staff of the library. I particularly
compliment them for the job they have done
overseeing the parliamentary internship program.
This year I think 30 students participated in that
program. A function was held in the parliamentary
gardens sponsored by Mr President, who presented
an award to the Intern of the Year. It is an
outstanding program; it takes time from MPs and
from the library, but it is worth persisting with and
expanding in the future.
I also convey thanks to Megan Peniston-Bird, the
education officer, particularly for her hard work
during Children's Week which was held recently; to
Syd Koehrer and the staff of the catering
department; and to the Hansard staff led by Eric
Woodward. They have had a trying year which has
included a couple of issues involving the Hansard
record being changed. However, they have done
very well in what has been a difficult year.
The Premier mentioned the gardening unit. They do
an extraordinary job. The gardens are a magnificent
asset to this Parliament. The Premier is in part
correct when he talks about the wear on the grass
tennis court, but there are divided views and there is
a strong contingent of support for keeping that
tennis court as a grass court.
We also acknowledge Brian Bourke and his team of
engineers; the parking attendant, Bill Schober; the
parliamentary committee staff and the chief
parliamentary counsel, Rowena Armstrong.

Mr Speaker, I also thank you and, if I may,
compliment you on your year and the excellent job
that you have done. I know we have sometimes had
our differences, but if one compares the way the
Parliament has been managed this year with
previous years one sees that it has been managed
well, and I say that without any reflection on the
previous Speaker. We have had the occasional ups
and downs, but order has been set and the
Parliament has been adjudicated on in a strictly
impartial way. We thank you for that, Sir.
I also thank my new parliamentary colleagues on
this side of the house in the shadow ministry:
Christine Campbell, the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale; Rob Hulls, the honourable member for
Niddrie; and Lynne Kosky, the honourable member
for AItona. The other new members who have come
in as we bring more new blood into the state Labor
Party are: Bob Cameron, the honourable member for
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Bendigo West; Mary Gillett, the caucus secretary and
the honourable member for Werribee; Craig
Langdon, the whip and the honourable member for
Ivanhoe; Hong Iim, the honourable member for
Clayton; and Judy Maddigan, the shadow
parliamentary secretary for the arts and the
honourable member for Essendon. I also thank the
new members in the other place: Tayfun Eren, an
honourable member for Doutta Galla; and Sang
Minh Nguyen, an honourable member for
Melbourne West.
I put on the record my thanks in what has been a
demanding year to the shadow cabinet who have all
performed exceptionally well, particularly my
deputy, the honourable member for Richmond, and
Peter Batchelor, the manager of opposition business,
who unfortunately has had to leave today.
I also thank the honourable member for Mildura,
who I think has left the Parliament; it is not easy
being an Independent.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - What was that, Phil? No, he
voted with you to open up the quarry. He votes with
you. I conclude on a serious note with these
remarks: having listened to the Premier tonight in
his good spirits as we approach Christmas, I say that
since the election the opposition has endeavoured
wherever possible to work with the government on
major projects to give bipartisan support. We have
certainly done that in relation to the Commonwealth
Games, and we continue to do that.
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Mr Kennett interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - No, we are the first bout! The
opposition has also provided along with the
government strong support for multiculturalism. If
you look at the polls that have been published on
that issue and the comments of people like Pauline
Hanson, you will see that the state where racial
intolerance is least evident is Victoria. At virtually
every function I have attended the government and
the opposition have been able to speak as one in
supporting non-discriminatory immigration and
racial tolerance in this state.
I only hope when Parliament reconvenes next year
the Premier will have an opportunity to look at the
completion of Parliament House again and look at
the facts in the cold light of day. We all have our
moments in this place, but it is still my view that
members on both sides of the house would all hope
that, with a bit of commonsense, this project can
proceed in the future. I only hope that in the spirit of
goodwill that has been extended at this time of the
year the Premier and senior ministers will have an
opportunity to look again at the project. Further
representations will be made to the Premier over the
weekend. I know the Master Builders Association
and others are keen to see the project proceed. I hope
a way can found for the project to go forward so this
magnificent old lady can be restored to her great
heritage.
Mr Speaker, I join with the Premier and with other
members in wishing you, the Premier and his
family, and all members of this house a very happy
and safe Christmas and New Year.

Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - That is a stupid interjection. It is
stupid and it is typical of you. You couldn't help
yourself.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - For the record, and for the
benefit of the minister, of the states which bid for the
Commonwealth Games, the only state in which the
opposition party unconditionally supported the bid
was this state, and the only state where the
opposition party met with the Commonwealth
Games committee and indicated its support was this
state. So we do provide that support.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Along with the sumo wrestling.

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On behalf of the leader of
the National Party, the Minister for Agriculture and
Resources, who is at a ministerial conference in
Canberra I take the opportunity to thank you,
Mr Speaker, the Clerks, the Hansard reporters, the
library staff, the kitchen staff, the garden staff and all
those people who make this place work very
effectively.
It is a challenge for us all from time to time to ensure
that the best possible outcomes are delivered by the
Parliament of Victoria, and there has been a sense of
pride and satisfaction in delivering those outcomes
in the past four years.

I shall make some comments about the Minister for
Transport, the Honourable Alan Brown, who leaves
us tonight. Some six or seven years ago when Alan
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Brown was Leader of the Opposition, he and the
Leader of the National Party, Pat McNamara, put in
place the coalition arrangement. Many members of
the Liberal and National parties said it would not
last and that it was flawed. The opposition always
stirs that along because it sees it as the only
opportunity to place a wedge between the two
parties. However, it was under the then leadership
of the now Minister for Transport that the coalition
was put into place. The coalition has stood the test of
time under the leadership of the Premier and
Deputy Premier and effectively they have brought
about very good government.
On a sad note, in the context of thanking the Clerks,
I have heard today of the passing of Mr Bob Evans,
who was a former Clerk of the Parliaments and of
the Legislative Council. He retired approximately
eight years ago when he moved to Horsham in my
electorate where he made an enormous contribution,
particularly in the world of music. He died after
suffering from cancer. I was with him probably three
months ago at a function and it was on that day he
had received medical advice that he did not have a
long time to live. His death is a reminder to us all of
the fragility of life.
In conclusion, I thank my colleagues - who are still
here at 5.30 p.m. on Friday afternoon; usually not
too many of them are still in Melbourne at this time
because they are anxious to get back to their
respective areas - for their contribution to the
Leader and Deputy Leader of the National Party for
the contribution they make to the coalition
government on behalf of their various constituencies
and bringing about a right and proper government
for the state.
As Minister for Police and Emergency Services, I
endorse the wish of the Premier that we all have an
accident and fatality-free period on the roads over
Christmas and in the new year. Historically, at this
time there are high numbers of fatalities and tragic
accidents. I hope this year will not be an occasion
when that occurs.
I wish the Premier and his wife Felicity the best for
Christmas and new year. I thank the Premier for his
leadership of the government and the coalition in
this state.
I wish the Leader of the Opposition, his wife, and all
members well. I hope we can continue to provide a
worthwhile government to the people of Victoria
when we retum in 1997.

Friday, 6 December 1996

Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - To the Agent-General
designate and the current Minister for Transport I
add my best wishes for what will be a most
enjoyable job in London. He goes there with a
considerable reputation. He is one person we will
definitely miss next year when we return. His
reputation precedes him and he is an example to all
working-class boys who may dream that one day it
will be possible for them to make it to the highest
echelons of this state. AIan, from us all, we wish you
the best for Christmas and the new year. You and
your family deserve this wonderful appointment. I
congratulate the Premier for showing the wisdom to
appoint one of the better human beings in this place
to one of the better and most important jobs in
London.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Transport) - I have
been involved in many debates over many years
now. It is almost 18 years since I first entered this
chamber and I well remember the first day.
Ted Tanner and I were the members who were
chosen as the youngest and second youngest of the
new members in 1979 to make our maiden speeches
on behalf of the government by putting forward our
views as new members of Parliament and what we
aspired for the future.
I can tell the house with absolute sincerity that never
in my wildest dreams would I have believed I would
rise to lead the Liberal Party, nor did I dream it was
possible to achieve some of the milestones I have
over the years. I consider myself to be both
honoured and fortunate to have had the opportunity
of serving Parliament. I have enjoyed immensely my
time as a member of Parliament, even when I was
appointed Leader of the Opposition. I knew it would
be a fairly hectic period, but looking back I gained a
lot of personal fulfilment out of that two-year period.
Traditionally, transport ministers do not have
longevity in the job. Indeed, in the short time I have
been Minister for Transport I have outlasted four
federal ministers and I am the nation's longest
serving current transport minister, which shows
there is not much longevity in what is not
necessarily a first choice for many ministers.
However, I have enjoyed my four years as the
Minister for Transport.
It is amazing that over the past 40 years there have
been only five leaders of the Liberal Party in Victoria
and to be one of them is something I cherish, and I
am most appreciative that at the time the party saw
fit to choose me for that role. A lot was achieved in
that two-year period. Michael Kroger, working with
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me, was responsible for a reinvigoration of the party
in many ways. That is reflected today when I look at
the people with whom I am very friendly and close
to on this side of the house. They are fine people and
one of the difficulties the Premier will have over the
next few weeks is choosing the next Minister for
Transport because there are so many members of
such high calibre and good quality. It is good that
the Premier has not just one choice - although in
some political parties they do not have any choices
at all! I thank Michael Kroger for the support he
gave me and for what we achieved over that period.
I also place on record my appreciation of the work
done by AIan Stockdale when he was my deputy
through that two-year period. We put the party in
an impregnable position to win the subsequent
election. We went through the excellent policies
Jeff Kennett had put in place and refined them. Then
Jeff came back to reclaim the leadership - I know
about the circumstances and Jeff was not involved in
that return other than the party wanted him back. I
say unreservedly that he has proven to be a better
Premier than I would have made and that judgment
is also reflected in the support that he continues to
receive. The work AIan Stockdale did with me set
the party in good stead and Jeff certainly had the
good sense to continue what we had put in place.
AIan Stockdale, I thank you. I know the work you
did. I know, as does every Victorian, the work you
do as Treasurer, but what we did behind the scenes
will not be written in a book - I am not that sort of
person - but there are many stories I could tell and
I do, privately. We worked well as a team and I am
ever appreciative of the supportive role you played
at the time.
The highlight of my time as leader was the
formation of the coalition with the National Party. In
my living memory, after 43 years in the bush, the
National Party was more of an enemy than the
Labor Party ever was. Because I have a rural seat I
found fronting the Labor candidate was a bit of a
problem but the National Party candidate was a hell
of a problem! I did not see it as commonsense.
I am very proud to have worked with Pat
McNamara, AIan Stockdale, Mark Birrell and the
rest of the team at the time to put in place what I can
reasonably claim - and others have said it - as
Australia's most successful coalition. As a
consequence of that, Pat McNamara is another close
friend of mine - and his wife Meryl and my wife
Paula get on famously. I will be leaving Parliament
with some regret. I have enjoyed this job - and I
still do - and of the friendships I have mentioned
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and the many I will not mention because it will take
up too much time to mention each and every friend I
have in this chamber and in the party generally. Pat
McNamara is certainly one of my closest friends, a
man I did not know before I entered Parliament. So I
place on the record my thanks to him also.
When I look generally at what has been achieved in
transport I look back with great pride. The highlight
would probably have to be - in the judgment of
most, and I think I share it - the agreements with
the unions. The quote the Leader of the Opposition
mentioned in this debate about which party I should
choose, or words to that effect, came from a very
dear friend of mine and, in fact, did not at all reflect
what I said.
It was well known locally where I stood. I was born
and bred into a working-class family in a coalmining
town. My grandfather and father were coalminers
and there was no doubt where I stood. I was a Labor
man and I was one who voted Gough Whitlam in.
But I had the good fortune to be born in a place
called Victoria, in this great nation Australia, and I
was able to, as many have done, have the desire to
improve my lot in life for what was to be my future
family as well as myself. It is a great country where
you can start from nothing, where you can borrow
money and where you can work damn hard for long
hours, many days, for years and years and succeed.
I, as is well known, established eight small
businesses over 10 years and they were quite
successful. I was employing almost 40 people when
the Whitlam government was put into power.
But it is well known locally that the reason I am in
the Liberal Party - whereas I otherwise may well
have chosen to go the other way - was because of
the Whitlam era. In my judgment many of the things
the Labor Party did at that time were wrong. Many
of the things it did certainly were against the
interests of bosses and it was shown within a short
time, therefore, that they were against the interests
of the workers. I had no desire to do anything but
the right thing by my employees - and I still know
today a boss is only as good as his employees; if they
are good, you get a good outcome. But I was in a
situation where I had to sack people, some of whom
I had gone through school with. They were close
friends and still are today, but I had to sack them
because I could not pay them.
I joined the Liberal Party simply out of protest,
never envisaging that I would stand for
Parliament - the story is well known. But I have
seen it from both sides. I am not in any way

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

1812

ASSEMBLY

Friday, 6 December 1996

ashamed of my background or heritage. I am proud
to have come up in such a decent family and to have
had such a loving, caring and decent start to life. But
I am in the Liberal Party because I believe - and
there are warts and all in this assessment; nothing is
perfect and neither is the Liberal Party - that it is a
party that tries to look after all people as far as is
possible.

to be achieved here at Parliament House, was
something that had not been achieved for over a
100 years. It did take a deal between this
government and the then federal government AIan Brown sitting down and negotiating with Bob
Brown, the then federal transport minister - to
standardise that line Again, it is something that is
there now.

That is why I could deal with people, such as union
leaders, who before I met with them I had
understood had two heads. After calling a few
friends, the first telephone calls I made as a brand
new minister were to the union leaders. What
transpired is on the record and I would like, in
expressing my thanks tonight to a number of people,
to say to the union leaders, 'Thank you for your
preparedness to sit down and talk and be prepared
to negotiate'. I didn't get all I wanted and they
certainly didn't get all they wanted, but Victoria got
a better outcome, and that is again something that
will be seen after time as a very good outcome.

I am also pleased that I was able to play a part in
saving the Upfield line. It is a good community; they
deserve the best and they are getting the best. It will
take a couple of years and there will be a few issues
surrounding it, but you cannot make it happen
overnight. Construction has to take place and there
will be disruption through that time, but in a couple
of years the people of the area will have a train
service that will be as good as and have the same
hours of operation as any other train service in
Melbourne. Our premium stations are something
that did not exist and are now seen to be excellent, as
is our Sprinter train program. The contracting out of
the buses to the National Bus Company is excellent.
They run brilliant services and give great coverage at
a saving of $14 million a year. If that is not a good
outcome for the state overall I don't know what is.

The saving of money, of course, has been mentioned.
It is important over the next four years, while I am in
London, that we will save a billion dollars as a result
of what I was able to do by agreement in Victoria,
and by anyone's assessment that has to be a good
outcome.
A degree of privatisation has taken place. I started
small to see how it would go. Victoria's privately
operated passenger trains are the only ones in
Australia. The two services, the one operated by
West Coast, which travels from Melbourne to
Warrnambool, and the other operated by Hoys,
which travels from Melbourne to Shepparton, are
the only privately operated passenger trains in the
nation - and there will be more, whoever replaces
me. Next year we will see the private operation of at
least four more rural train services, and it is a better
outcome for Victoria. The services are excellent, they
are operated for much less. V/line will be allowed to
tender in their own right and may well win some of
that work - they may well win it all. But people
have nothing to fear from the process. Victorians are
still running the trains and they have as much at
heart as any of us.
The Leader of the Opposition was gracious enough
to highlight the success of the City Circle tram, but
there are other successful projects. The electrification
of the Cranboume line and the standardisation of
the line between Melbourne and Adelaide are things
that had never been achieved in the past. The
standardisation of the line, a bit like what was hoped

There are many achievements, but time of course is
brief tonight. I would never have had the
opportunity had it not been for the electors of
Gippsland West. I have always had strong support.
The first seat I stood for was Westernport. My first
election was a very difficult one. At that time I was
up against an independent candidate who had been
expelled from the liberal Party, Doug Jennings, and
that was not an easy initiation for a raw candidate.
But we won that seat and I had great support from
the people of the former seat of Westernport - and I
still enjoy that support right through the general
area of Gippsland West. I do want to say to those
who have been with me for all those years and to
those who voted for me at six consecutive elections: I
do appreciate it. You empowered me to be here and
I have worked as diligently as I have been able over
those years to return that confidence.

It is often said of members of Parliament that the
real members are electorate secretaries - and in my
case that is very close to the truth. The Premier is
right when he says I have always returned home to
my family at weekends, but I have not always been
able to get to the electorate office - although every
Friday afternoon I tried. Joan Davies, a lady with a
family of seven children who came in with me and
who will retire from the job the day that I step down,
has given me unstinting service. The people in my
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community know that the work she has done has
been far above and beyond the call of duty, and I
cannot thank her enough. Honourable members well
know that our electorate officers are subject to
terrible abuse much too often. The job is very
difficult given what they have to contend with and in my case, Joan has done it brilliantly.
My former chief of staff, David Eizenberg, is a
unique individual. He is now in Laos, having left
what many would consider to be a very good and
well-paid pOSition to join an Australian Volunteers
Abroad program because he wanted to help a Third
World community that has its future before it. He is
over there working with the same dedication as he
did for me. I place on the record my appreciation of
his services.
I also record my appreciation of the work of Richard
Allsop, my current chief of staff. I have a number of
other staff, who have all been totally loyal and
wonderful to work with.
Both Dick Hamer, who was Premier when I came
here in 1979, and Lindsay Thompson, also a former
Premier, were supportive from the day of my
arrival. It was Lindsay Thompson, who was the
Leader of the Opposition for a short time after the
1982 election, who gave me my first shadow
ministry and therefore my start, which, as it turned
out, led to my becoming Minister for Transport.
They were both supportive and I appreciate their
support.
Like the Premier's family, my family - Paula and
the children - have not had an easy time of my
choosing to be a member of Parliament, given the
difficulties that can arise as a result of absences from
home. Families are put under enormous pressure
when a family member is the leader of a political
party - and no-one knows that better than Jeff
Kennett. I thank Paula for enduring the hardships
she has faced over nearly 18 years. My kids have
basically grown up without me. It is a bit sad for me
that I will be going to London with only my
youngest child. It seems the three older children will
not be able to join us because they all have
commitments here. Next year my daughter starts
university, so she will not be coming with us. My
youngest son is 10 years of age, so it will be a delight
to see him most nights, instead of only Saturday
nights, as has been the case for almost all of his
10 years.
I am very close to many members of the house, and
not just those on the government side. I have always
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been prepared to take people as I find them. Nearly
all the members of this house on both sides are
decent people. It would be wrong of me to start
naming names because I would have to refer to
almost all of them.
However, Rob Maclellan, the current Minister for
Planning and Local Government, has been a great
example. He represented my area for six years. I am
a very close friend of his, and I have always
appreciated his wise counsel and guidance. That
friendship will certainly continue. I am sure he will
be in this house for many years to come, but I am
equally sure that in the long term he and I will
probably end up living in close proximity in
retirement. We both have our roots in South
Gippsland, so I am sure that is where we will end
up. That friendship will continue.
Mr Maclellan - We'll end up in the same
cemetery!
Mr BROWN - No. Unless you are going to be
planted in the Wonthaggi cemetery, which I doubt,
it won't be the same cemetery! I am also very close
to Jan Wade. She, too, has been a great source of
inspiration and support. As I said, I should not have
started on this process, because if I continue I will
need to name almost all the entire front bench and
then the back bench. But I must say that Phil Gude,
likewise, is a great friend.

I say to all my colleagues that I have appreciated
greatly the continual support they have given me as
Minister for Transport - and I include the support
they have given me today. I will not refer to any
former colleagues, except for Ted Tanner. I was very
close to him - and again, that friendship will
continue.
Finally, I thank the Leader of the Opposition. His
comments today were extremely gracious and I will
not forget them. I also appreciate the comments his
deputy made. Both of them could easily have taken
the chance to gain cheap political points. They
showed a degree of statesmanship by choosing not
to do so. I appreciate the sentiments they expressed
and I thank them and, accordingly, their colleagues.
That, of course, leaves the Premier. Over the years
much that has been written about Brown and
Kennett has upset me. More often than not it was
made to appear as though there was bad blood
between us and that we had a far from harmonious
relationship. I can stand here and truthfully claim
that that was never the case. Although I was
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honoured to lead the party, I did not set out to
achieve the leadership. The party came to me and I
was honoured to take on the position at that time.
Later the party in its wisdom decided to put Jeff
back in.
I have been a loyal supporter of Jeff Kennett for
many years. I have enjoyed working with him, and I
have appreciated the guidance he has given me over
the years and the friendship which remains between
us. He unquestionably has made a better Premier
than I would have. I am leaving public life in
Victoria in the knowledge that there never was any
bad blood between Jeff Kennett and AIan Brown.
When I look at what happened federally for many
years and at what has happened in other states and I cite what happened recently in South
Australia - I am convinced that individuals who
put their personal interests before those of the party
are not worth knowing.
I have enjoyed immensely my time as a minister in
Jeff Kennett's first and second governments. Coming
from my background, leading the party and then
being a minister in any government has been more
than I ever dreamed of achieving.
I say to my Mum and Dad: the love and care you
gave me in the early years, the upbringing you gave
me, certainly set me on the right course for a very
good career. That, of course, extends to becoming
the Agent-General in London. As I have done with
everything I have taken on in life, I will give it my
very best and I will be as diligent as I can in
achieving the very best for the state of Victoria.
I thank the Premier. He has given me a lifetime
opportunity to contribute at that level and to
stimulate Victoria's trade and commerce ties with
the other side of the world. I will give it my best, and
I look forward to eventually returning, hopefully
having achieved something in that role, also.
This is the last time I will say anything in the house,
so I put this on the record very clearly: I have
enjoyed public life. I have had my highs and lows,
but I leave without one regret. I would do it all again
if I had the choice a second time around. Thank you.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER - Order! It is appropriate for me
to commence my remarks by adding my
congratulations to the Minister for Transport. AIan
Brown has had a most distinguished career, as has
been outlined by honourable members on both sides
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of the house. He has distinguished himself and been
fearless and tenacious, yet at all times cheerful. The
minister indicated that he has had his ups and
downs during his political career, but I have never
seen him with a glum face. Sometimes he appears to
be serious, but he is always cheerful and is never
daunted.
The only time I have really seen him appear to be
daunted about anything was the other night when
he wished to incorporate a number of documents
into Hansard, including a poem set to music. I told
him he could not incorporate that poem but would
have to sing it. For once, the minister was daunted.
AIan Brown has been a friend to members on all
sides of politics and epitomises the service to state
and nation that any honourable member would be
proud of. I believe members on all sides of the house
can be proud of the service given to Parliament by
the minister over many years and in many different
roles. I have no doubt that when he goes to London
shortly he will continue to serve Victoria and
Australia with great dignity, distinction and success.
I thank him for all he has done over the years in
Victoria, and wish AIan, Paula and their 10-year-old
son - I know about IO-year-olds because I have one
myself - every success in London.
I also wish to join in the Christmas felicitations and
thank the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and
honourable members for their comments. I was
amused by the Premier's comments regarding the
Speaker - I thought they were a little qualified.
However, I have known the Premier for a long time
and I know that he has had qualified thoughts about
the Chair since he first came here. I must be thankful
that he said some nice things. The same goes for the
comments of the Leader of the Opposition.
Perhaps I can summarise the position of the Chair in
relation to premiers and leaders of the opposition by
relating a story about what happened at lunchtime
today. I had an engagement with the honourable
members for Swan Hill and Glen Waverley and an
honourable member for Melbourne West Province in
another place, the Honourable Mr Nguyen, at which
we entertained a delegation from Vietnam. When
the chairman of the delegation rose to speak he
addressed me as 'Honourable Speaker'. However,
the interpreter interpreted the remark - I do not
know whether it was intentional or not, but perhaps
it hit the right note - as 'Horrible Speaker'. I am
sure premiers, leaders of the opposition, leaders of
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the house and members on all sides of politics from
time to time think that of Mr Speaker.
I thank the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition
and honourable members for their forbearance and
general will to make this Parliament work in the
rough and tumble of politics and parliamentary
debate. We cannot take a monastic attitude, and the
rough and tumble of politics is part of what happens
here. It is good for politics and good for
parliamentary debate.
I also thank very much those people I call the
ongoing professionals of Parliament. We come here
as members, ministers or presiding officers but the
Clerks are the ongoing professionals who advise us
all with complete independence and honesty on the
running of Parliament. They advise the opposition
on matters it raises, they advise the government on
the things it wants to work its way through, and I
believe they have served the Parliament excellently
well over many years. That applies in particular to
the three Clerks at the table. The same can be said
about the Serjeant-at-Arms, Geoff Westcott, my
executive officer and Mr Fix-it. I thank Geoff for
serving me and the Parliament in the way he does.
The attendants have been mentioned many times.
They serve us each day and are always cheerful and
willing to help. I thank Sid Koehrer and the dining
room and kitchen staff for the way they look after
us. I have put on a pound or two during this session
and I will be glad to do some exercise when I get
home to knock some off. I also thank the library staff
and Hansard, who do a fantastic job. I thank the
Department of the House Committee. Mention was
also made of the gardeners, who do an exceptional
job in looking after the external areas of the building.
I also extend my thanks to the parliamentary
security staff, who perform a sometimes very
difficult role in maintaining security for all members
and staff of Parliament.
I thank my deputy, the honourable member for
Warmambool, John McGrath, who had to leave
early this evening. The Parliament owes him a debt
of gratitude because he is utterly reliable and at all
times maintains a sense of humour and balance. I
also thank the temporary chairmen, who are not
government officers but act on behalf of all
honourable members, for their contributions in the
Chair.
Finally, I congratulate new members on all sides of
the house who have made most interesting
contributions during the period since the last

election. The new members have added much colour
and variety to the debate in this house. It is
interesting to watch from the Chair how talent
develops. That gives me great hope for and
confidence in the future of Parliament. Whether
those of us who are getting a little older are here or
not the younger members on both sides of the house
show considerable talent and will serve the
Parliament and people of Victoria well.
I add my felicitations to members on all sides of the
house for Christmas. At this time of the year we all
get a bit tired and cranky, even the Speaker - I am
not looking at anyone in particular, Mr Premier. I
wish all members a restful physical and mental
recreation over Christmas so that they will be
reinvigorated for the next session.
I wish to say something in relation to the Parliament
House completion project. I consider it was a very
gutsy decision of the Premier's to embrace the
project for the completion of Parliament House.
What happened yesterday and today may perhaps
provide a breathing space and allow us to get back
to a situation of absolute unanimity among all
parties on the project. We need to lock in agreements
to ensure that if we move out of this place we are not
held to ransom and can be sure the building will be
completed so that members of Parliament for the
next 150 years can enjoy the results of the Premier's
initial gutsy decision. I hope during the
Christmas-New Year period things will work
themselves out. We shall have to wait and see. I
thank honourable members for their considerations
and wish them a Merry Christmas.
Motion agreed to.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Casey: road funding
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I direct
to the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports
in another place, through the minister for Planning
and Local Government, the allocation of Vicroads
funding for the Oty of Casey over the past few
years. Unfortunately, I find myself criticising the
amount of road funding allocated to the Oty of
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Casey every year because it is receiving less funding
each year even though it is the fastest growing
municipality in the state. In fact, last financial year
6500 new residents moved into the municipality, so
honourable members can imagine the large number
of residential and industrial areas that have grown
up throughout the Cranboume area.
It is unfortunate that the commissioners of the city
had to write to members of Parliament in a critical
and disappointed way about the allocation of road
funding. I ask the minister to inform me when the
urgent road projects that have been raised with him
by the city will be adequately funded. Recently we
witnessed reductions in both maintenance and
safety funding to the city. For example, in the recent
financial year, under the Vicroads safety program,
$1.78 million was applied for yet the city received
only $116 000 - 6.5 per cent of what it asked for. It
is an extraordinary allocation when one considers
that the government continually says there is now
more road funding than under the previous Labor
government. If that is the case why is it that the
fastest growing residential area in the state has
received less funding each year since 1992. The area
is represented by seven members of state
Parliament, six of them being members of the Liberal
Party, yet not one of us can get the government to
contribute sufficient resources to the council.

I ask the minister to look at the matter in a bipartisan
way. There are projects and roadworks that are
extremely urgent. For example, Hallam Road at
Fordholm Road and Coral Drive requires $100 000
for intersection and signal works; the
Berwick-Cranbourne Road requires signal and
upgrade works costing $600 000; and the
Berwick-Cranbourne Road at Thompsons Road
requires a signals upgrade. These projects must be
funded if only for safety reasons to minimise
accidents. The situation is urgent. There is a massive
contradiction in the way the government allocates
road funding. The City of Casey is receiving less
road funding each year yet the government says it is
allocating more funds to Victoria's roads than ever
before.

Statutory declaration: federal MP
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I pass on my
congratulations to the Minister for Transport for his
appointment. I am sure he will do a marvellous job,
and I will miss him in Tigerland! I raise a serious
matter for the attention of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. It is a matter I do not raise
lightly and is one that I have given considerable
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thought to before deciding to raise it this afternoon.
It concerns the swearing of what I believe is a false
statutory declaration before an officer of the Victoria
Police Force. I believe the matter is serious enough
for me to raise it and I ask the minister to institute an
official police inquiry.
The atmosphere surrounding the signing of the
declaration is heavily laden with the stench of
illegality. Indeed, there is the strong possibility that
it is part of one of the biggest cover-ups we have
seen in recent years. I will give the house an
example. The woman who was supposed to have
signed the statutory declaration in Melbourne was
actually in Canberra at that time. An extraordinary
set of circumstances has brought it about - and we
have the added problem, in trying to get to the truth
of the matter, that last Monday she left Australia
permanently to live in Greece.
The situation is difficult. The minister would be well
within his rights to ask for a police inquiry, and I ask
him to do so. The seriousness is added to by the fact
that the woman involved was at the time an
employee of a senior federal member of
Parliament - Or Andrew Theophanous, who is
currently the subject of various allegations. There is
a stench of illegality and perhaps corruption
hanging over the matter, and the air should be
cleared and the matter brought out into the open. I
ask the minister to take whatever action is necessary
so that the public of Victoria and Australia can know
the truth.

Tamagulla Primary School
Mr CAMERON (Bendigo West) - I raise with
the Minister for Education a matter concerning the
Tarnagulla Primary School. The school has informed
me that it faces grave problems next year because of
difficulties with its staffing arrangements. I am told
by people at the school that as a result of
departmental directives the principal has to declare
someone as being in excess by 0.4 - in other words,
two days a week of teaching time.
They tell me that if the person cannot be slotted in
somewhere else, which appears likely, the school's
global budget will be reduced. If that happens, the
school will not be able to provide its
language-other-than-English program, which
involves the teaching of Indonesian. The school will
also have no money for clerical assistants or casual
relief teachers.
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That has ramifications for the district. Six schools
have banded together to allocate enough money
from their global budgets to employ a teacher on a
.6 basis. That teacher will teach Indonesian in all of
the six primary schools at Tarnagulla, Bealiba,
Dunolly, Timor, Wareek, Baringhup and Lockwood
South. I am told it is essential that all the schools
take part; otherwise, the person they lined up may
well be attracted by opportunities elsewhere.
I ask the minister to ensure that the school is able to
provide its LOTE program next year and that it will
have the funds it needs for clerical assistants and
casual relief teachers. Many little schools are facing
the same problem. I hope the matter can be
addressed across the board, but particularly in
Tamagulla. I extend the season's greetings to you,
Minister, the Clerks, the staff of Parliament and all
members of this house.

Rosebud foreshore
Mr DIXON (Dromana) - I raise for the attention
of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management the foreshore at Rosebud. Summer is
the busiest time of the year down in Rosebud, with
generations of campers coming to enjoy the
foreshore. It is also a popular destination for day
visitors and tourists.

However, the camping amenities are run down.
Campers and visitors had a good of deal of trouble
with them last year, and unless something is done
this year we will have trouble making the place
attractive enough to make them want to stay.
The matter concerns the amenities blocks along the
entire 7.5 kilometres of the foreshore. The roads,
tracks, dangerous trees, drinking fountains,
playground equipment and plumbing facilities
along the foreshore need an urgent injection of funds
to bring them up to scratch so that the campers and
visitors will stay, enjoy their holidays and come back
again. Because it is a seasonal area the local traders
rely almost totally on the income of visitors and
tourists over summer to keep them going through
the year. I ask the minister what funds might be
available from the department to enable the
foreshore to again become the attractive place it used
to be. I take the opportunity, Mr Speaker, to wish
you and all officers of the Parliament a very happy
Christmas and a safe holiday break.

Neighbourhood houses: funding
Mr LIM (Clayton) - I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Youth and Community
Services and in his absence the minister at the table,
the Minister for Planning and Local Government.
I ask the minister about neighbourhood house
funding. Recently representatives of many of the
eight neighbourhood houses in my electorate have
written to me expressing concern about funding.
Neighbourhood houses are an efficient mode of
integrated community service that should be
receiving more recognition and accordingly
increased support and resources.
In my maiden speech I paid great tribute to the work
of neighbourhood houses in my community. One of
the positive things about the neighbourhood houses
is that they are a one-stop shop as well as playing a
preventive role in the community. For example, the
neighbourhood houses are often the first service to
prevent potential child abuse and seek help for both
the potential abuser and the victim. If such problems
go undetected the state will pay dearly both
financially and socially in the long term.

Neighbourhood houses also play a very important
role in the areas of problem gambling, domestic
violence and long-term unemployment by acting as
a conduit and referring people to the appropriate
services.
The concern that the neighbourhood houses in my
electorate have been raising with me is that the
government is considering funding new and as yet
unfunded neighbourhood houses by cutting funding
to existing funded houses. There are two primary
concerns. The first is that many of the currently
funded houses receive only enough money to pay a
coordinator for 15 hours a week or less and that the
bulk of the work is 'already being picked up by
volunteers. The second concern is that those houses
that have been innovative and resourceful in
obtaining other funding may be penalised and have
their coordination funding from Community
Services redirected to other unfunded houses. I ask
the minister to ensure that funding for
neighbourhood houses meets the needs of existing
houses while allowing for growth in this important
community service.

Aspendale foreshore
Mr LEAN (Carrum) - I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management and in her absence the minister at the
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table, the Minister for Planning and Local
Government. A 20-kilometre stretch of pristine
beach in the Carrum electorate is possibly the most
superb beach in Port Phillip and Corio bays. We
have one blemish in this area - a section of beach at
north Aspendale. The Mordialloc pier forms a
barrier which stops sand flowing with the natural
drift from the north to the south. Consequently at
the Mordialloc Creek there is a large build-up of
sand on the northern side which stops the natural
drift through the brick wall and a stone wall stops
the sand coming down to the south side of the river.
The area is seriously eroded.
This section of beach was renourished in 1992 by
carting sand in trucks to the south side, but
unfortunately it washed away in a short time. The
situation is similar to that raised by the honourable
member for Dromana in relation to the lifesaving
club at McCrae which was completely destroyed,
because the erosion is now moving into the
secondary dune at north Aspendale and cutting it
away, threatening the homes in the immediate area.
I understand funding is proposed for 1997-98, but
unfortunately if we let the situation develop any
further that funding could be too late to save the
houses in the secondary dune area. I ask the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management to arrange
for the department to conduct a survey of the area to
see what action can be taken to retain the sand on a
long-term basis. It may need a certain amount of
engineering expertise to develop a plan so that when
the area is renourished such action will not be
required again in the immediate future. A long-term
plan is needed to help hold the sand in that area of
north Aspendale.

Viewbank College
Mr LANGDON (Ivanhoe) - In the absence of
the Minister for Education I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Planning and Local Government a
serious matter concerning Viewbank College, which
has contacted me regarding the master plan received
on the merger of the Rosanna East High School and
the former Banyule High School. The master plan
allocated a certain number of portable buildings.
Today I was advised by the school council president
that two of the portable buildings are about to be
moved. That is breaking the master plan committed
to in 1994 by the government, which was part of the
merger deal arranged between the then honourable
member for Ivanhoe, Mr Heffernan, the then
Minister for Education and the two schools. The
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matter is particularly important in this climate of
merger deals now going on. If a merger deal is
broken less than two years after it has been put into
practice the whole process is threatened. I raise this
matter for the minister's attention so some urgent
action can be taken to honour that commitment.
I will go through some details. In 1994 the school
had 791 enrolments; this year it has 800; and the
projected enrolments for 1997 are 845. That is a
remarkable increase, yet two mobile school
buildings are likely to be taken off them. I want the
minister to reconsider this issue as a matter of
urgency, and in 1997 to stay with the master plan as
originally agreed to in 1994. In closing, I pass on the
season's greetings to the Speaker, the Deputy
Speaker and Acting Speakers, all members of the
house and all staff. Thank you.

State historian and La Trobe libraries
Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I ask the
Minister for Planning and Local Government to ask
the Premier in his role as Minister for the Arts to
reconsider the re-establishment of the positions of
state historian and the librarian of the La Trobe
library section of the State Library of Victoria. Both
positions are particularly important to the history of
this state. There has been considerable concern in the
past few years since the historian's position was
removed, and more recently, with the abolition of
the La Trobe librarian position.

I understand the state historian position was
removed on budgetary grounds. However, as the
Treasurer has informed us only this week of how
brilliantly poised the finances of the state are at the
moment, it would seem an appropriate time for the
government to reconsider such an important
position.
Recently there has been considerable concern - in
fact, it was reported in the daily papers this week about the position of the La Trobe librarian which
was abolished just recently. The collection at the
La Trobe library, which I used myself a great deal
when I was doing my masters degree, is a
particularly special one and has some wonderful
early records of not only Victoria but also the Port
Phillip district and other parts of Australia. It is
essential that we, as the guardians of the records in
our roles here, ensure that they are maintained in the
best way for the future. This week real concern has
been expressed by a number of professors of history
at the major tertiary institutions that that will not
occur if the position is not recreated. I ask the
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minister to seriously consider the re-establishment of
those two positions, which are quite essential to
record and continue to record Victoria's history.

Intergraph: inquiry
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services and the Minister for Health the Intergraph
system and ask the ministers to consider setting up
an inquiry into the Intergraph computer system that
is used by the Metropolitan Ambulance Service for
the automatic vehicle location and computer-aided
dispatch. In past years the annual report of the
ambulance service has revealed the cost of the
Intergraph contract, but for some reason that cost
has dropped out of this year's report. The cost that
the taxpayer is paying for the contract is increasing
year by year but now we are not to know the exact
amount.
The matter is made even more serious because
allegations have been made about the Intergraph
company and its contract in court proceedings
brought by the former media adviser to Intergraph,
Tess Lawrence Media Services. In those proceedings
the media adviser to Intergraph said that services
provided to Intergraph included counselling the
chief executive of Intergraph to the effect that he
should not lie to the public or to the media by
claiming that the Intergraph computer system was
closed for maintenance when the system had
crashed.
The media adviser alleged in the court proceedings
that it counselled Intergraph that it would be
advisable in the face of public criticism for
Intergraph to reveal at least in part the terms of the
contract with the Victorian government and, further,
to make available the role of Grant Griffiths and
Griffiths Consulting in relation to Intergraph
securing its contract with the state government. It
was also alleged that the role of Griffiths Consulting
in relation to other state activities and its connections
gave Intergraph unfair and improper advantage
over its competitors.
The fact is that Griffiths Consulting was involved in
a large contract with the ambulance service and the
beneficiary of that contract was Mr Grant Griffiths
who subsequently headed up Intergraph, a company
that was the beneficiary of a huge government
contract which we are not being told about. The
situation becomes even more suspicious because the
premises of the plaintiff in these proceedings, the
media company, were allegedly burgled and many

of the documents involved in the court case were
removed.
There is more than enough evidence to warrant a
full-scale inquiry into Intergraph and the role of
Mr Griffiths and his contracts with the ambulance
service. These contracts were not properly awarded
and it appears that Mr Griffiths and his company
have been ripping off the taxpayers. We still do not
know how much he and Intergraph were paid.

Police: Werribee
Ms GILLETI' (Werribee) - I raise with the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services
circumstances relating to a constituent in
Werribee - I will not use her name for reasons that
will become obvious - and a document which was
designed to be a petition to be presented to the
house that was not in the appropriate form. On the
next day of sitting I seek to table that document if it
is appropriate.
In the document it is humbly sought that the
minister provides more police to be stationed in
Werribee. The background to the matter I raise is
both sad and courageous. The constituent is one of
the few people that you can meet in life who takes
your breath away. She is a lady who is twice my age
and who lives on her own. She was violently
attacked in her home last year and she is attempting
to deal with that awful process of grief and fear. She
is going through the process with a significant
amount of good humour. I wonder if I were in her
shoes whether I would have the same courage and
the same positive attitude.
We have been assisting this constituent to the
greatest extent we can. The local police have been
very helpful and have performed above and beyond
the call of duty in assisting this process. It is,
nonetheless, her view that more police are required
in Werribee to assist in combating crimes that have
so directly touched her life. In the formation of this
petition she seeks to rectify the circumstances so that
others may not suffer as she has done. Thank you,
Mr Speaker, and merry Christmas to all.

Responses
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - I shall respond to the matters
raised by the honourable members for Dandenong,
Bendigo West and Dromana. I will ensure that the
Minister for Roads and Ports provides a written
response to the matter the honourable member for
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Dandenong raised. I will also draw to the attention
of the Minister for Education the matter raised by
the member for Bendigo West. Understanding that
the matter is urgent I will ask the minister to
respond in writing. I will also arrange for the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management to
respond in writing to the matter raised by the
honourable member for Dromana.
MrW. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - The honourable member for
Clayton referred to the funds available for
neighbourhood housing, and I will refer that matter
to the Minister for Housing.
The honourable member for Carrum raised a matter
for the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management concerning erosion caused by the
Mordialloc River at Aspendale beach. Action is due
to be taken to deal with that matter in the 1997-98
financial year, but the honourable member wants the
minister to see whether that action can be brought
forward, so I will raise that with the minister.
The honourable member for Ivanhoe referred to
Viewbank College and a number of portable
classrooms which are to be removed from that
college even though it is facing increased enrolments
of 800 students. I will direct that matter to the
attention of the Minister for Education for his action
and response.
The honourable member for Essendon drew to the
attention of the Minister for the Arts the removal of
the position of state historian. I will draw that matter
to the minister's attention.
The honourable member for Albert Park raised a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Health
concerning a request for an inquiry into the
Intergraph system because of a relationship which
has resulted in an financial advantage to Griffiths
Consulting. I will refer that matter to the Minister for
Health.
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The honourable member for Werribee referred to my
attention a constituent who is having difficulty
tabling a petition in this house. I think that matter
comes under your authority, Mr Speaker, rather
than mine, but I will take up her point about more
police for the Werribee police station. Just about
every constituency is calling either for a new police
station or more police. I inform the honourable
member that the government has increased the
number of police in the force by 1000. It is a fact that
the problem of crime and policing will always be
with us.
The honourable member for Tullamarine directed to
my attention concerns he has about what he believes
are inappropriate practices by a Dr Theophanous.
The allegation is that a female member of
Dr Theophanous's staff was put under pressure to
sign a statutory declaration sworn before an officer
of the Victoria Police Force. I shall certainly take up
the matter. I will refer it to the Chief Commissioner
of Police on Monday morning and ask for a full and
frank investigation because of the seriousness of the
allegation. At the end of the day, if the public does
not have trust in politicians and how they carry out
their public function and private activities, then
what hope do we have for the rest of the community?
The SPEAKER - Order! Before putting the final
question, I omitted in my remarks to recognise the
services of members of my personal staff, three
particular people: Mark Smith, my attendant, who
assists me greatly and assists honourable members
with great courtesy, dignity and quiet efficiency;
Mrs Young, my executive assistant; and Mark's
assistant Michelle Butler, who is understudying him
and doing extraordinarily well. I thank those people
for their services.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 6.41 p.m.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE
Electricity, gas and water industry reform
(Question No. 2)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer:
In relation to the restructure of the electricity, gas and water industries since 30 October 1992 to date:
1.
Whether he will provide details of all advertising and promotion costs, including - (a) dates advertisements were

2.
3.

published or broadcast; (b) purpose, and (c) to whom each contract was awarded.
Whether he will provide details of each public relations contract, including - (a) the name of the company; (b) the
purpose of the service; (c) the cost; (d) duration of the service; and (e) whether it was put to tender.
Whether he will provide details of each consultancy, induding - (a) the name of the consulting firm; (b) the
purpose of the consultancy; (c) the cost; (d) duration of the consultancy; and (e) recommendations made; (f)
action taken; and (g) whether it was put to tender.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer is:
1.

2.

Advertising and Promotion
Given the breadth of the member's question and the amount of detail required to provide a full response, it is felt
that the time and resources required to provide an answer cannot be justified in this instance.
As at 30 June 1996, contracts for communications advisers since 30 October 1992 were:

Electricity
(a) Burson Marsteller
(b)
General communications advice
(c)
$284 709.00
(d) 14.12.94 to 31.12.95
(e)
Public expressions of interest were sought
(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)
(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

Burson Marsteller
Communications advice for electricity privatisations
$292 464.00
20.6.95 to 31.3.96
No
Smiley Communications
Communications advice concerning the reform of the electricity industry
$51915
1.3.94 to 30.6.94
Written expressions of interest were sought
Smiley Communications
Communications support to electricity education campaign
$39617
7.12.95 to 31.3.96
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(e)
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No

Gas
(a) Stratcom Consulting
(b)
General communications advice
(c)
$33 897.50
(d) 30.12.94 to 30.12.95
(e)

Yes

Water
(a) Royce Communications Pty Ltd
(b)
General communications advice
(c)
$50 900.15
(d) 30.12.94 to 31.12.95
(e)

Yes

3.
Consultancies
Given the breadth of the member's question and the amount of detail required to provide a full response, it is felt that
the time and resources required to provide an answer cannot be justified in this instance; however, a list of
consultancies for the period may be obtained from the annual reports of the department.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE

Youth and Community Services: staffing levels
(Question No. 13)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Minister for Youth and Community Services:
(a) What is the number and cost of staff working in his office; (b) what is the number of staff working in each public
relations unit under his control; indicating - (i) the total operating budget; and (ii) the total promotional budget?

Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and Community Services) - The answer is:
In the office of the Minister for Youth and Community Services there are 4.5 FfE (full-time equivalent) positions.
The total projected cost for 1996-97 including salary on-costs as at October 1996 is $238 580.
(b)
As at the end of the 1995-96 financial year, the Department of Human Services's public affairs branch had
26.2 FfE positions including 6.7 FfE transferred from the housing portfolio of the former Department of
Planning and Development. The 26.2 FIE includes management, editorial, journalistic, design, administrative
support personnel and promotions staff. There are five (5) promotions staff whose main role is to advise on
promotions issues and ensure that all material published by the department complies with corporate format
and content standards.
The Office of Youth Mfairs, which is now part of the Department of Human Services, employs one (1) FfE in a
communications management position.
(i)
The 1996-97 operational budget allocation has not yet been finalised for the Department of Human Services's
public affairs branch. In 1995-96 it was $453 600. This will be increased in the 1996-97 budget to incorporate the
housing portfolio.
In 1995-96, the Office of Youth Mfairs had an operational budget of $29 936 for the marketing of information to
the youth sector.
(ii)
No promotional budget allocation is made to the public affairs branch. Promotional activities such as the
production and launching of policies and documents are funded by the responsible division.
(a)
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Remaining stages, 421
Royal assent, 812

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 652
Second reading, 753, 1086
Appropriation, 812
Remaining stages, 1091
Royal assent, 1517

Building (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading (absolute majority), 185,671
Third reading (absolute majority), 674
Remaining stages, 674
Royal assent, 1070

Casino (Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1134
Second reading, 1249, 1642
Remaining stages, 1645

INDEX
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1134
Second reading (absolute majority), BOO, 1466
Appropriation, 1435
Third reading (absolute majority), 1477
Remaining stages, 1477
Council amendments (absolute majority), 1714, 1786

Co-operatives Bill
Introduction and first reading, 900
Second reading, 1013, 1194
Appropriation, 1070
Remaining stages, 1206

Corrections (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 218, 713
Appropriation, 302
Remaining stages, 735
Royal assent, 1517

Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading (absolute majority),SOO,961
Appropriation, 812
Third reading (absolute majority), 982
Remaining stages, 982
Council amendments (absolute majority), 1786
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill

Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading (absolute majority), 496,815
Third reading (absolute majority), 849
Remaining stages, 849
Royal assent, 1517
Children's Services Bill
Second reading, 107
COnruaUtiee,121,217
Remaining stages, 217
Council amendments, 1459

Chimpractors Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 653
Second reading (absolute majority), 765, 1172
Appropriation, 812
Third reading (absolute majority), 1177
Remaining stages, 1177

Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading, 498, 982, 990
Remaining stages, 1000
Royal assent, 1517

Education (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading, 493, 851, 1001
Appropriation, 812
Remaining stages, 1001
Royal assent, 1517

Education (Standards Council) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1612
Second reading, 1717

Education (Trespass) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1612
Second reading, 1718

Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill
Cinemedia Corporation Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1136
Second reading, 1235
Appropriation, 1517

Royal assent, 14

Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 652
Second reading, 752, 1070
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Appropriation, 812
Remaining stages, 1085
Royal assent, 1517

Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 14
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill

Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading, 1255, 1758, 1785
Appropriation, 1517
Remaining stages, 1786
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1612
Second reading, 1721

Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 183,653
Remaining stages, 671
Royal assent, 1070
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill
Royal assent, 14
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill

Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 363
Second reading, 511, 922
Remaining stages, 930
Royal assent, 1070
Firearms Bill
Introduction and first reading, 900
Second reading (absolute majority), 1002, 1286, 1317
Appropriation, 1070
Statement under section 85 of Constitution Act, 1285
Third reading (absolute majority), 1483
Remaining stages, 1483
Firearms (Prohibited Fireanns) Bill
Royal assent, 14
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading (absolute majority), 1252, 1688
Appropriation, 1517
Co~~, 1692,1698
Third reading (absolute majority), 1699
Remaining stages, 1699

Introduction and first reading, 105
Second reading, 180,395
Appropriation, 302
Remaining stages, 409
Royal assent, 812
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 14
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 653
Second reading (absolute majority), 763, 1136
Appropriation, 812
Third reading (absolute majority), 1172
Remaining stages, 1172
Council amendment (absolute majority), 1746
Housing (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 14
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading, 1254, 1712
Appropriation, 1518
Remaining stages, 1714

Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1612
Second reading, 1720
Forestry Rights Bill
Second reading, 17
Remaining stages, 29
Royal assent, 812

Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading, 503, 930
Appropriation, 812
Remaining stages, 934
Royal assent, 1517
Legal Practice Bill

Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill
Royal assent, 14
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 900
Second reading, 1017, 1390, 1485
Appropriation, 1070
Remaining stages, 1485

Appropriation, 15,29
Second reading (absolute majority), 147, 161,204
Third reading (absolute majority), 216
Remaining stages, 216
Council amendments (absolute majority), 711
Royal assent, 1070
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INDEX

Local Government (Amendment) Bill
Second reading, 121
Third reading, 146
Remaining stages, 147
Council amendments, 742
Royal assent, 812
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill
Introduction and first reading, 901
Second reading, 1029, 1206, 1214
Remaining stages, 1221
Council amendment, 1626

Third reading (absolute majority), 1484
Remaining stages, 1484
National Parks (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1378
Second reading, 1485
North Melbourne Lands Bill
Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading, 506, 849
Appropriation, 812
Remaining stages, 851
Royal assent, 1517

Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading (absolute majority), 1241,1626
Appropriation, 1518, 1626
hurtruction to conurrittee, 1613
Conurrittee, 1635
Third reading (absolute majority), 1637
Remaining stages, 1637
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 14

Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading, 1250, 1671
Appropriation, 1518
Remaining stages, 1684
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill
Appropriation, 15
Second reading, 15
Remaining stages, 17
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 901
Second reading, 1030, 1456
Remaining stages, 1457
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill
Introduction and first reading, 652
Second reading, 755, 1091, 1178, 1221
Appropriation, 812
Remaining stages, 1222
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus Amendments) Bill
Royal assent, 15

Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 901
Second reading (absolute majority), 1021, 1401, 1484
Appropriation, 1070
Statement under section 85 of Constitution Act, 1185,

1285

Optometrists Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 901
Second reading (absolute majority), 1028, 1455, 1480
Appropriation, 1070
Third reading (absolute majority), 1481
Remaining stages, 1481
Osteopaths Registration Bill
Introduction and first reading, 653
Second reading (absolute majority), 766, 1177
Appropriation, 813
Third reading (absolute majority), 1178
Remaining stages, 1178
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1134
Second reading, 1249,1637
Remaining stages, 1642
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill
Royal assent, 14

Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1758
Appropriation, 1803
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading, 1250, 1684
Appropriation, 1518
Remaining stages, 1688
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1134
Second reading (absolute majority), 1243, 1645, 1724,

1800
Appropriation, 1518
Third reading (absolute majority), 1802
Remaining stages, 1802
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill
Royal assent, 15
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Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 395
Second reading. 510, 916
Appropriation, 813
Remaining stageS, 921
Royal assent, 1517

Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill
Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading. 217, 674
Appropriation, 302
Remaining stages, 682
Royal assent, 1070

Public Sector Management and Parliamentary
Officers (Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 15
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1135
Second reading, 1253, 1700
Appropriation, 1518
Remaining stages, 1712

Rail Corporations Bill
Introduction and first reading, 901
Second reading, 1027, 1379
Appropriation, 1070
Remaining stages, 1390

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 183, 409
Remaining stages, 420
Royal assent, 1070

Road Safety (Wheel Camping) Bill
Royal assent, 15

(5)

Appropriation, 302, 449
Instruction to committee, 395
Committee, 457
Remaining stages, 460
Royal assent, 1070

State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill

Royal assent, 14
Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill
Second reading, 107
Remaining stages, 107
Royal assent, 302

Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 900
Second reading, 1032, 1457
Remaining stages, 1459

Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 900
Second reading. 1236, 1535
Appropriation, 1518
Committee, 1551
Remaining stages, 1552

Transport (Rail Safety) Bill
Appropriation, 15
Second reading, 29, 40
Committee, 41
Remaining stages, 41
Royal assent, 812

University Acts (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 395
Second reading, SOB, 901
Remaining stages, 916
Council amendment, 1347, 1522

Shop Trading Reform Bill
Introduction and first reading, 105
Second reading (absolute majority), 177,563
Committee, 601
Third reading (absolute majority), 607
Remaining stages, 607
Royal assent, 1070

Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 394
Second reading, 506, 934, 1()()()
Appropriation, 813
Remaining stages, 1001
Royal assent, 1517

State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 106
Second reading, 181, 449

Victims of Crime Assistance Bill
Introduction and first reading, 901
Second reading (absolute majority), 1023, 1436, 1478
Appropriation, 1070, 1435
Third reading (absolute majority), 1479
Remaining stages, 1479

Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill
Royal assent, 14

Water Acts (Amendment) Bill
Royal assent, 14

Westpac and Bank of Melbourne (Challenge Bank)
Bill
Royal assent, 15

lNDEX

(6)
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 900
Second reading (absolute majority), 1001, 1185
Appropriation, 1070
TIUrd reading (absolute majority), 1194
Remaining stages, 1194

DIVISIONS
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1234, 1625
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1535

Auditor-General, 1606
Business of the house, 563, 1284, 1494, 1495, 1522
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1799
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1317, 1477

Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill,
1240, 1551
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 915
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1478, 1479

PETITIONS
Altona District Hospital, 161
Amcor Pty Ud, 65
Austin and repatriation hospital, 1577
Capital punishment, 65
Contaminated site, Yarraville, 617
Coode Island chemical storage, 11
Corio dental services, 300
Drug rehabilitation programs, 711

Co~ons(Amendment)Bill,734,735

Drugs: decriminalisation, 808

Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 982

East Keilor traffic lights, 1434

Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1786

Eastmont Primary School, 1185

Fisheries (AmendmenU Bill, 1698

Fairfield railway station, 1515

Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1401

Graham Street Primary School, 1514

Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 398

Gun control, 161

Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1171, 1172

Ministry for the aged, 1067

Industrial relations reform, 1123

Moonee Valley commissioners, 1577

Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 934

Mooroolbark railway station, 11

Legal Practice Bill, 206

Mordialloc and Cheltenham Community Hospital,
1757

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 146, 746

Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1635
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Trust Bill,
1683
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 762, 1222
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1409, 1484

Mount Stirling, 1281, 1434, 1577
Niddrie quarry site, 1578
Palliative care, 299
Parliament House Completion Authority Act, 1577
Royal Melbourne Hospital, 10
St Albans bus shelter, 1757

Naming and suspension of member, 482
St Vmcent's Hospital, 959
Optometrists Registration Bill, 1480
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1641
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1801,1802

Sandringham railway line, 11
School metgers, 1757
Shire of Melton, 1105
Shire of Moin, 161

Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1711
Shop trading hours, 299, 617, 867
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 179, 600, 601,603,605
Towong Shire Council, 299
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 1001
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Voluntary euthanasia, 1757

Scrutiny of legislation committees, 711

Wangaratta Base Hospital, 65

Solicitors Guarantee Fund, 1671

Welfare/disability therapists, 1757

Victorian Child Death Review Committee

Wellington water levy, 1185
Williamstown Hospital, 65

Olild deaths, protection and care, 867
Women's budget, 1758

SUBSTANTIVE MOTIONS

REPORTS

Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
Implementation report, 1578
Auditor-General
Response by Minister for Finance, 1515
BLF Custodian, 1758
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1281

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee

Auditor-General, 1435, 1518, 1578
Better Roads program, 1124
Child protection services, 868
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1789
Education system, 369
Industrial relations reform, 1105
Minister for Education, 557

Sexual assault against adults, 1578

Public hospitals, 302, 363
Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research, 1515
Farrow group

Public transport system, 618
Racial tolerance, 1050

Final report of Mr D. J. Habersberger, QC, 1758

SUBJECTS

Filin and videotape classification guidelines, 1068

[q = question without notice]

Health Services Commissioner, 1758
Law RefoIm Committee

A

Jury service, 1578
National 'Road Transport Commission, 1281
Parliament
House Committee, 1068
Legislative Assembly, 867
Parliamentary Library, 867
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, 867

Aboriginal deaths in custody
Implementation report, 1578, q 1610
(See also Koori juvenile justice project)
Address-in-reply (See Governor's speech)
Advertising
Govenunentconaads,q192

Presiding Officers, 867
Aged care

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Public Record Office, 300
Road Safety Committee

Effects of drugs other than alcohol, 1515
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 11,300, 556, 808, 1068, 1282, 1515
Annual report, 867
Evidence Act, 300
Fisheries (abalone) regulations, 1803
Hire Purchase Act 1959,1671
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act, 1671

Separate ministry, 1067
(See also Palliative care)

Agriculture

Chemicals, 769, 772
Vetlabs, 772, 773, q 805
(See also Citrus industry and Forest industry)
Air pollution

City Link, 861, 863, 950, 956
Airports (See individual airport names)

(8)
Albury-Wodonga
Municipal agreements, q 1464
Alcohol
Under-age drinking, 1259, 1266
(See also Drugs)

INDEX
Australian Labor Party
Branch stacking, 1750, 1752

Election material, 1496
Policies, 68, 1363
University symposium, 514, 520
Australian Securities Commission

Altona District Hospital

Cl Catering, 1338, 1342

Closure, 161
Automotive industry
Ambulance services

Industry Commission inquiry, q 986

Communications system, 87, 221, 228,1819,1820

B
Amcor Pty Ltd
Planning permits, 65

Baimsdale
Koori juvenile justice project, 1260, 1265

AngIiss Hospital
Waiting list, 1567, 1574

Ballarat

Road signs, 607, 616
Arts

Arts Centre, q 94
Grants, q 1045
La Trobe hbrarian, 1818, 1820
Melbourne Festival, 704, 710, q 736
More1and storage annexe, q 899
National Gallery, q 94, q 189
Rural and regional access program, q 895
State historian, 1818, 1820
Ascot Vale library, 700, 706
Aspendale
Foreshore erosion, 1817, 1820
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 149, 158
Auditor-General
Independence, 1360, q 1374, q 1376, 1435, q 1460,
q 1461, q 1463, q 1464, q 1507, q 1508, q 1510,
q 1511, q 1514, 1518, 1578, q 1607, q 1609, q 1610,
q 1693, q 1695, q 1780, q 1782
Response by Minister for Finance to report on
ministerial portfolios, 1515

Vacant land, 1097,1101
Ballarat School of Mines
Council member, 1659, 1666
Bayside Hockey Oub, 1496, 1501
BemmRiver
Access, 770, 774
Bendigo Health Care Group, 857, 864
Bendigo Mining NL, 1661, 1665
Better Roads

Levy, q 391
Program, 1124
BHP

Shareholdings
Attorney-General, q 736, q 739
Solicitor-General, q 803, q 805, q 806, q 894, q 895,
q 897, q 899, 1355, q 1513
Bledisloe Cup, q 1209

Austel
Area codes, 1568, 1570

BLF Custodian
Report, 1758

Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre

Austin campus closure, 1577
Patient care, 1262, 1264
Australian Education Union

Teachers strike, q 1461
Australian Football League
Policies, 153, 155
Sports stadium, 701, 704
Waverley Park, 1100, 1102

Boral Ltd
Shareholding of Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, q 987
Botanical database
School access, 443, 446

Brain injuries

Specialist case management, 1498, 1502
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Brandon Park Primary School
~gaDnation,1569,

Chemicals

1573

Agricultural, 769, 772
Contaminated site, Yarraville, 617
Coode Island storage, 11
(See also Toxic waste)

Breastcance~608,614

Bridges
FUver~UITay,

1427, 1431

Budget
Presentation, q 1693
Rural cuts, 79
Spending cuts, q 1043
(See also appropriation bills under BULS)

(9)

Child protection services, q 801, q 802, 868, q 984,
q 1049
Children's Protection Society, q 1212
Christmas felicitations, 1803

Citrus industIy
Sunraysia, 1099, 1102

Building industry
Contract non-compliance, 609, 616

City Link
Baulderstone Honubrook, 1663, 1667
Documents, q 9
Pollution monitoring, 861, 863, 950, 956
(See also Roads)

Bunyip
Water supply, 219, 226

Buses

q

Catering, 1338, 1342

Broa~eadovvs,223,228

Eltham-Diamond Creek, 1751, 1755
~echanica1 checks, 1663, 1667
Safety, 221, 228
St Albans shelter, 1757
(See also Public transport and Rail)
Business of the house (See Parliament)

c
Capital punishment
Petition, 65
Carers
Strategy, q 803

Casey, City of
Road funding, 1815, 1819
Castlemaine woollen mill

Fire, 59, 63

Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1281,
1789
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1378
Community Services Week, 610, 613
Community Support Fund
Allocation, q 97
Bayside Hockey Oub, 1496, 1501
Problem gambling program, 612, 615
(See also Gaming)
Competition policy
Judicial system, q 1692
Compulsory competitive tendering
Outcomes, q 1609
Computers (See Information technology)
Condolences
Holland, Kevin ~yles Stephen, Esq., 541
Hughes, And.re\V Arthur, Esq., 1

Censorship (See FIlm and videotape classification
guidelines)

Coode Island (See Chemicals)

Centenary Hall, Werribee, 351, 354

Corio Landcare group

Central Gippsland Region Water Authority
Management, 1660, 1665
Central Highlands Water
Charges, 55, 59
Central Victorian Group Training Co. Ltd, 443, 447
~letters,947,952

Serrated tussock, 859, 862
Correctional services

Drugs, q 546, q 1280
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1100,
1104,1748,1749,1753
Country Fire Authority
Communications system, 87
Union negotiations, q 1697
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INDEX

Crime compensation
Children's Protection Society, q 1212
Fonner Minister for Health, q 1274
Funding cuts, q 1128, q 1273
Premier's comments, q 1209, q 1210

Crown land

In prisons, q 546, q 1280
Rehabilitation programs, 711
Road Safety Committee report, 1515
(See also Alcohol)

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee
Sexual assault against adults report, 1578

Pest control, q 1784

E

D
Eastern Freeway
Dandenong Ranges
Fire prevention, 1353
Noxious weeds, 1101, 1102

Extension, 1098,1103

Eastmont Primary School
Future of, 1185

Dandenong youth cafe, 771, 775
Economic Development Committee
Darebin, City of

Medical and public health research report, 1515

Councillor behaviour, 350, 360

Economist Intelligence Unit, q 389
Dartmoor
Water contamination, 1036, 1037
Darwin
Second World War bombing raids, 1349

Dental services
Corio,300
Funding
commonwealth, q 8, 84
state, q 189

Diesel fuel
Prices, 1367
(See also Ethanol and Petrol)
Disability services
Adult students, q 1133
Early intervention, 1341, 1343
Murray Human Services, 1036, 1037
Pleasant Creek centre, Stawell, q 547
Residential care, 703, 709
W elfare/ disability therapists, 1757

Distinguished visitors (See Parliament)
Docldands
Development, q 894
Transport museum, q 1696

Dromana

Education
Adult literacy training, q 988
Benalla regional manager, 1570, 1573, 1660, 1666
Botanical database, 443, 446
Education Victoria '96, q 5
Federal funding, 1750, 1754
Goverrunent policies, 369
Language studies, 1498, 1500
Preschools, 771, 775, 1424, 1431
Reading skills, 89
Regional, 369
Restructure, q 477, q 479
Student-at-risk program, 442, 446
System, 66, 369
Vocational training, 1263, 1266
(See also Preschools, Schools and colleges,
Students, Teachers and Universities)
Eectorate officers

Pay claims, 223, 228, 1097, 1103
Eectrical contractors
Registration, 1566, 1574
Electricity industry
National market, q 1047
Privatisation, q 478
Reforms, q 1211

Electorate, 1357

Emergency services communications system (See
Intergraph)

Rosebud Ufesaving Oub, 515, 521

Employment

Drugs
Database, q 1048
Deaiminalisation, 808
Education strategy, q 292, q 294

Budget forecast, q 189
Election promises, q 3
Government cuts, q 1043
Growth, q 1608
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Multilingual information, q 1509
Workplace violence, 75, q 95, 348, 355
(See also Unemployment)
Essendon Airport
Redevelopment, 1426, 1431
Essendon-East Keilor District Secondary College
Niddrie campus, 1098, 1103

(11)

Fraud
Clurlnletters, 947,952
Chinese businessman, 440, 447
lnvestr.nentscheme,947,954
Freeways (See Roads and individual freeway names)
Freeza

Drug and alcohol-free entertainment for youth, q 193

G

Ethanol
Production, 1496, 1501
(See also Diesel fuel and Petrol)
Ethnic affairs
ALP branch stacking, 1750, 1752
Government policies, 83

Gaming
Asian community, q 1376, 1497, 1500
Melbourne Cup Day computer failure, 1259, 1266
Problem gambling program, 612, 615
West Heidelberg site, 1338, 1345
(See also Community Support Fund)

Euthanasia, 299,1757
Garbage
Exports

Collection times, 1035, 1037

Federal government policy, q 1276
Growth, q 1273

Gas industry
Reform, q 1049

F
Gascor
Fair trading (See Fraud)
Family support programs, 1659, 1668
Farrow group

Consultancy, q 1049
Gippsland Lifeline
Funding, 154, 157

Final report of Mr D. J. Habersberger, QC, 1758
Golden moths orchid, 1034, 1037
Film. and video tape classification guidelines, 1068
Fire blight, 57, 60
Firearms
Buy-back scheme, q 647
Collection centres, 56, 62
Control,161
Permits, 949, 954
Fitzroy Leaming Network
Adult literacy training, q 988
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act
Endangered species protection, 1366

Golden staph (See Health)
Good Neighbour program, q 1784
Goulbum Valley Highway
Duplication, 55, 63
Govemment
Adveniringconttacts,ql92
Coalition initiatives, 82
Economic policies, q 190
Tenderpolicy,q1783
Governor's speech, 41, 683, 752,959

Graham Street Primary School
Foreign investment, q 389
Forest industry
Plantation investment, q 1213
(See also Code of Forest Practices for Timber
Production and Victorian Plantations
Corporation)

Future of, 1514
Greasy waste program, 222, 226, 611, 616, 1034, 1035,
1037
(See also Water)

Grievances, 15, 66, 1347

Guns (See Firearms)
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INDEX
H

Hansard

Minister for Education, q 543, q 545, q 547
(See also Parliament and Rulings by the Chair)
Health
Breast cancer, 608, 614
Eye-care service, 220, 228
Golden staph, q 645
Government initiatives, 72
Knox commWlity service, 1262, 1265
School cleaning, 1101, 1104
Tuberculosis, q 387, q 476, q 481
(See also Disability services and Hospitals)

House Committee, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Housing
Commonwealth cutbacks, 149,154
Emergency, 150, 154,222,227
Government building contracts, 1423, 1427
Grants, 515, 519
Moe, 513, 518
Rental cooperatives, 517, 519
Victorian Council of Social Service, 515, 519
Waiting lists, 608, 612
West Sunshine, 58, 63
Housing Guarantee Fund, 609, 616, 1423, 1427
Hughes, The late Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1

Health insurance
~edlicalfees,

1498, 1501
Private rebates, q 92
Health Services Commissioner
Reports, 1758

Hume Acquired Brain Injury Task Force, 1498, 1502
HumeWeir
Water release, q 296, 349, 356, 441, 444, q 480, 514,
521,950,955,1339,1346
(See also individual water authority or company
names)

Heidelberg

I

Colosseum Hotel site, 1338, 1345
Heritage buildings
FWlding, q 549

Immigration
Statistics, 607,615
(See also Racial tolerance and Racism)

Herring Island riverbank, 1752, 1755
Indochinese community
Higher education contribution scheme

Unemployment, 948, 952

Charges, q 550
Industrial relations
Highways (See Roads and individual highway names)
Holland, The late Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 541

Reform, 85, q 1044, 1105
Teachers, q 1461
Transfer of powers, 85, q 1044, 1105

Home-help services
~o~,699,709

Industry Commission
Automotive industry assistance, q 986

Hospitals

Bed numbers, 70
Oosures,65, 161, q 651, 1577, 1757
Development, 10
Downgrading, 65
Emergency services, q 5
FWlding, q 4, q 291, q 293, q 295, q 390, 959, q 1132
Patients
classifications, 302, 363
mental health, 56, 63
Privatisation, q 735
Proposed Knox, 1499, 1502
Rea~ons,q478

Statistics, 363
Waiting lists, 302, 363, q 390, 440, 447, q 1277, q 1279
(See also individual hospital names)

Infectious diseases (See Health)
Information technology
In schools, q 804, q 1047, 1570, 1573
(See also Multimedia)

Intellectual disabilities (See Disability services)
Interad '96 multimedia expo, q 898
Intergraph
C0DlD1urUcationssystem,87,221,228,1819,1820
Investment
Foreign, q 389
Forestry, q 1213
State, q 1608
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J

Law Reform Committee

Jury service report, 1578
Japan
Trade, q 1507

Legal aid
Federal funding, q 648, 1423, 1429

Joint sittings of Parliament (See Parliament)

K
Karkarook Park, Heatherton, 351, 359
Kealba quarry
BlastUlg, 1373, 1500, 1502
Future use, 1373

Legislative Assembly, Department of the (See
Parliament)
Libraries
Funding, q 1049
(See also individual lIbrary names)
Lifesaving clubs
Kingston, 768, 774
Rosebud, 515, 521

Keilor
Police presence, 1037

Liquor licences

Keilor-Melton Road, Sydenham
Sydenham. Road intersection, 1342, 1346
Kids Under Cover program, q 739

Kindergartens (See Preschools)
Kingston, City of
Lifesaving clubs, 768, 774
Property valuations, 857, 864
Trailer billboards, 609,616

Fees, 58,64, 1341, 1342
Local government
Compulsory competitive tendering, q 1609
Reform, 85
(See also Planning and individual city and shire
council names)
Lome
Sewage treatment, 611, 615
Lower Plenty Primary School

Knox, City of
Community health service, 1262, 1265
Proposed hospital, 1499, 1502
Shire hall, 152, 155
Telstra pay TV cables, 859, 865
Koori juvenile justice project, 1260, 1265

Funding, 700, 704

M
Major Events Committee
Motorcycle grand prix, q 544
(See also Melbourne Major Events Co. Ltd)

Korea
Maribymong River

Trade, q 1507

Advisory committee, 859,865

L
Maternal and child health
La Trobe Library
Ljb~,1818,

Telephone interpreter service, 609, 613, 949, 956
1820
Medical fees

La Trobe University

Joint sitting of Parliament, 813, 934, 957
Language facilities, 1498, 1500, q 1611

Health insurance, 1498, 1501
Melbourne Airport
Visitor reception, 861, 862

Lake Nagambie
Dredging, 349, 357
Landcare
Corio group, 859, 862
Latrobe Valley

Development, q 1780

Melbourne, City of
Garbage collection, 1035, 1037
Informal meetings, 352, 359
Private detectives, 352, 359

Melbourne International Festival of the Arts

Bil]boards, 704, 710
Economic benefits, q 736

(14)
Melbourne Major Events Co. Ltd
Bled.isloe Cup, q 1209
Melbourne Parks and Waterways
Karkarook Park, Heatherton, 351, 359
Melbourne Water
Mooroolbark retarding basin, 516, 522
Melton, Shire of
Commissioners, 1105
Members
Code of conduct, 1497, 1500
Protection, 1235
Springvale
conduct,948,954
naming, 949
Yan Yean: naming and suspension, 482
(See also Personal explanations)
Mental health
Hospital patients, 56, 63
(See also Disability services, Health and Hospitals)

Merbein
Channel reserve, 1751, 1755
Merrilands Secondary College
~ganruation,1033,1037

Metropolitan Fire Brigade
Communications system, 87
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1100,
1104,1748,1749,1753
Mickleham Primary School

INDEX
Pecuniary interests, q 647, q 649, q 987
Police and Emergency Services: absence, 1209
Tertiary Education and Training: absence, 1209
Transport: absence, 1209
(See also Personal explanations and Premier)
Moe
Older-person hOUSing, 513, 518
Moira, Shire of
Electoral boundaries, 161
Moonee Valley, City of
Commissioners, 1577
Moorabbin Airport
Low-flying aircraft, 951, 956
Mooroolbark
Retarding basin, 516, 522
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital

Closure, q 651, 1757
More1and
Home-help services, 699, 709
Motorcycle grand prix, q 544
Mount Stirling
Development, 1281, 1434, 1577
Multimedia
Interact '96, q 898
~festival, 1262, 1266
On-line services, q 1275
Sun Microsystems, q 390
(See also Information technology)

Merger, 1568, 1572
Murray Human Services
Migrants

Vehicle transfers, 1036, 1037

Adult literacy training, q 988
Museum of Victoria

Mining
Bendigo Mining Pty NL, 1661, 1665

Moreland annexe, q 899
National Trust, q 738
Site, q 738

Ministers
Attorney-General
Elliott case, q 296
pecuniary interests, q 736, q 739
Conservation and Land Management pecuniary
interests, q 987
Education
absence,543,984,178O
a~tion,557

comments, q 548, q 549, q 1131
Hansard, q 543, q 545, q 547
Education, former: compensation claim, q 1274

N
National Gallery of Victoria, q 94, q 189
National parks
Development, 1365
Wilsons Promontory, 1495, 1501, 1661, 1664
National Road Transport Commission

Report, 1281
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National Trust

Parkwood Secondary College

New museum, q 738

Closure, 951, 955

Neighbourhood disputes, 1748, 1753
Neighbourhood houses
FlU1ding, 1817, 1820
Newcomb primary schools
Merger, 150, 158
Niddrie quany

Lake, 1578
Nillumbik, City of
Fbruances, 1263, 1264
Planning approval, 610, 614
Noise levels
Public venues, 701, 708
Norlane Primary School
Me~e~

1567,1571

Norris Bank Primary School
Redevelopment, 1099, 1103

Parliament
Business of the house
adjournznent, 161,711,961, 1435, 1671, 1803
division list, 768
grievances, 15
postponement, 747, 1488
program, 15,302,557,813, 1070, 1283, 1518
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1378
Distinguished visitors, 1, 188,645, 1172, 1273, 1789
Hansard record, 554, 916
House Committee report, 1068
Joint sittings
La Trobe University, 813, 868, 934, 957
Royal Melbourne mstitute of Technology, 813,
868,934,957
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 813, 868,
934,957
Legislative Assembly report, 867
Parliamentary Library report, 867
Presiding Officers report, 867
Victorian Parliamentary Debates report, 867
(See also Parliament House Completion Authority
and Rulings by the Chair)
Parliament House Completion Authority

Noxious weeds
Dandenong Ranges, 1101, 1102
Paterson's curse, 1425, 1428
Serrated tussock, 859, 862

o

)U)olition, 1662, 1669
Sandstone mining, 1577
(See also Bn.LS)
Parliamentary committees (See individual committee
names)

Parliamentary Library, Department of the (See
Parliament)

Olympic Games

SOGOC visit, q 807
Paterson's curse, 1425, 1428
Ophthalmology

Payroll tax

Surgery waiting lists, 440, 447
Victorian eye-are service, 220, 228

Exemption, 443, 447
PERIN system

Otway Regional Water

Parking fines, Geelong, 220, 227

Lame sewage outfall, 611, 615
Personal explanations

p
Pacific School Games, 1426, 1429
Palliative care
Services, 299
(See also Aged care)
Panton Hill Primary School

Members
Doncaster, 363
Frankston East, 460
Williamstown, 392
Ministers
Youth and Community Services, 959
(See also Members and Ministers)
Pest control, q 1784

Upgrading, 151, 158
Petitions
Parks (See National parks)
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Appropriate form, 1819, 1820
(See also PETITIONS)
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Petrol
Country prices, 1339, 1343
(See also Diesel fuel and Ethanol)
Petroleum resource rent tax, 858, 862, q 1375
Phillip Island

Motorcycle grand prix, q 544

Privatisation (See Electricity industry, Gas industry
and Hospitals)
Productivity Commission (See Industry Commission)
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Menrubership,947
Public Record Office report, 300
Public sector

Planning
Brighton property, 1424, 1431
Former Eltham council site, 610,614
Golden moths orchid, 1034, 1037, 1366
Nillumbik approval, 610, 614
Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Strategy Plan, 652, 900
(See also individual city and shire council names,
Docldands and Local government)
Planning and local government

Departmental alcohol purchases, 352, 359
Pleasant Creek centre, Stawell, q 547

Audits, q 1781, q 1782
Code of conduct, q 807
Senior executive service, 1347
Public transport
Automatic ticketing, q 988
Fare zones, 1098, 1103
Government policies, 618
Performance, q 391
Reform, 78, 618
Strategy, 618, q 650
Timetables, q 1782
(See also Buses, Rail and Taxis)

Q

Police
Administration, 1368, 1371
Chinese company fraud, 440, 447
Death of constable, 1423, 1430
Keilor, 1037
Lakes Entrance station, 58, 62
Moira station, 702, 708
Numbers, 443, 447
Statutory declaration: federal MP, 1816, 1820
Traffic offences, 1342, 1345
Tungamah station, 1749, 1754

Quarries
KeaIba, 1373,1500, 1502
Niddrie, 1578

R
Racial tolerance
Substantive motion, 1050
(See also Racism)
Racing

VVenn~,1819,1820

Te1etrak proposal, q 96,513, 517
(See also Sport)

Port of Melboume
Charges, q 1510

Racism
Power skis, 348, 359

Federal member for Oxley, 348, 353, 607, 615
Federal Parliament resolution, q 985
Melbourne Airport visitor reception, 861, 862

Premier
Absence, 1780
CrUnecompensation:

conunen~,q1209,q1210

Preschools
Departmental responsibility, 771, 775,1424,1431
Funding, 516, 522
Ripponlea Primary School, 151, 159
(See also Schools and colleges)

Presiding Officers (See Parliament)
Princes Highway
Maintenance, 703, 708
Prisons (See Correctional services)

Rail

Echuca Sprinter, q 1131
Epping line, 1259, 1264
Mildura link, q 1278
Passengersafety,1752,1754
Sandringham
crossing, 517,519
line, 11
Stations
Clayton, 702, 707
Fairfie1d, 1515
MoorooIbark, 11
Westall, 152, 158
(See also Buses and Public transport)
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Rental cooperatives, 517, 519
Ripponlea Primary School kindergarten
Tenure, 151, 159
River Murray
Bridge replacement, 1427, 1431
Road Safety Committee

Effects of drugs other than alcohol report, 1515
Roads
Better Roads
levy, q 391
program, 1124
City of Casey, 1815, 1819
Dangerous driving, 1342, 1345
Federation Square, q 297
~eUbourne-Ballaratsigns,607,616

Safety barriers, 57, 63
Sunbury traffic flow, 1033, 1037
Traffic lights
East Keilor, 1434
Upwey, 772,775
(See also City Link and individual freeway, highway
and road names)
Rosebud
Foreshore management, 1817, 1819
Lifesaving club, 515, 521
Rosebud Secondary College
~cipal,219,224

School cOWlcil president, 219, 224
Teacher, 219, 224
Royal Exhibition Building
World Heritage listing, 439, 445
Royal Melbourne Hospital
Stage IB, 10
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
Joint sitting of Parliament, 813, 934, 957

Rulings by the Chair
Addressing Chair, 165, 649, 686, 726, 1118, 1490,
1491,1510,1552,1557,1572,1573,1601,1655,1794
Adjournment
admissibility of matter, 153, 155,350, 515, 1099,
1496, 1750
matter must seek action, 1659
matter to be directed to appropriate minister, 448
moving of motion, 618
only one matter to be raised, 858, 861, 1748
time limits, 441
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Admissibility
adjo~ent 153, 155,350,515, 1099, 1496, 1750
questions without notice, 1209, 1274, 1514
urgency motions, 368, 393,396, 1578,1579, 1580
1582, 1585
'
Auditor-General's office: review, 1433
Chair
addressing, 165,649,686,726,1118,1490,1491,
1510, 1552, 1557, 1572, 1573, 1601, 1655, 1794
reflections on, 47, 482,483, 556, 1164, 1380 1408
1437
'
,

Clerks: reflections on, 398
Correct titles, 486, 1552
Debate
scope, 743, 744,749,750, 1488, 1489,1494,1523
time limits, 569, 593, 594,1402
Disturbance in gallery, 739, 1445, 1448, 1534
Division lists, 768, 1248, 1435
Government business program, 559, 560, 751
Hansard: alterations, 554, 916
lnte~ections,71,388,591,595,596,691,732, 1116,
1137,1213,1230,1446,1447,1465,1513,1521,1696
1697,1782,1784
'
Members
access to Parliament House, 1235
conduct, 555, 596, 707,738, 1231, 1380,1485, 1669
correct titles, 486, 1552
misrepresentation, 60, 687, 688
naming and suspension, 482, 949
pecuniary interests, 599, 600, 617
voting rights, 599, 600, 617
Order of call, 483, 555, 650, 747, 748,1379,1409
Pagers and mobil.: telephones, 1214
Parliament House: security, 1495
Personal explanations, 592, 1100, 1180, 1377
Petitions, 65, 66
~vilege,552,556

Questions without notice
admissibility, 1209, 1274, 1514
debating, 192,388,479,481,550,646,648,649,801,
897,986,989,1044,1046,1278,1462,1514
extension of time, 393
length of answers, 93, 95, 549, 1281
not to be repeated, 802, 1377, 1609
not to contain imputations, 739, 988, 1131
supplementary, 193
time limits, 650
to Speaker, 543, 544, 553, 645
Quorums, 484

Reading
bills, 138
documents, 486, 737, 738, 740, 741, 1160
Hansard,695
letters, 1490
speeches, 1424
Reflections
on Chair, 47,482,483,556, 1164, 1380, 1408, 1437
on Oerks, 398
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Relevance, 6, 19, 20, 36, 189,191,292,295,476,545,
550,558,559,562,594,610,661,663,664,731,737,
742,830,899,945,963,964,984,1046,1050,1093,
1105,1107,1117,1122,1129,1207,1232,1261,1310,
1379,1406, 1437, 1446, 1458, 1465, 1519, 1574, 1603,
1630, 1642, 1658, 1669, 1713, 1754, 1769
Spurious points of order, 468
Sub judice rule, 1372
Tabling: dOCUEnents,467, 1592
Tedlious repetition, 743, 1404, 1463
TiLne lilrUts, 441, 569,593, 594,650, 1402
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 136, 560,
591,592,648,652,706, 1161, 1162, 1163, 1407, 1428,
1488, 1498, 1571, 1733
(See also Parliament)

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 11, 300, 556, 808, 1068, 1282
Annual report, 867
Evidence Act report, 300
Fisheries (abalone) regulations report, 1803
Hire Purchase Act report, 1671
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act report,
1671
Scrutiny of legislation committees
National legislation schemes, 711
Senior executive service (See Public sector)
Serrated tussock, 859, 862
Sewage

Rural Victoria

Lome ocean outfall, 611, 615

Budget cuts, 79
Petrol prices, 1339, 1343
Salinity, q 1462

Sheriff's Office
Fine payment, 952

Rye

Shop trading hours

Foreshore erosion, 1340, 1344

s
St Vincent's Hospital
Funding, q 4, 959

Salinity
Rural Victoria, q 1462
Sandringham Primary School
Land acquisition, 442, 446
Schools and colleges
Amalgamations, closures and mergers, 150, 158,222,
225,951,955, q 985, 1033, 1035, 1037, q 1045,
q 1098, 1103, 1185,1276, 1351, q 1377, q 1512, 1514,
1566,1567,1568,1569,1571,1572,1573,1757,
q 1783
Botanical database, 443, 446
Chaphtins,1338,l343
Class sizes, 369
Cleaners, 1101, 1104
Disabled student facilities, q 1378
Funding, 224, 225,700,704, q 1044,1569,1572
Information technology, q 804, q 1047, 1570, 1573
Land acquisition, 442, 446
Minister's comments, q 1131
Redevelopment, 1099, 1103
Retention rates, 369
Staff, 219, 224, 1816,1819
TAFE teachers, 1747, 1755
Upgrading, 151, 158,770,774, 1499,1502
(See also individual school and college names,
Education, Students and Teachers)

Extension, q 3, q 10,83,84,299,617,867

Sky Channel
Tabcorp dispute, 703, 705
Solicitor-General
Pecuniary interests, q 803, q 805, q 806, q 894, q 895,
q 897, q 899,1355, q 1513
Solicitors Guarantee Fund
Report, 1671
South East Water
Greasy waste program, 222, 226, 611, 616, 1034, 1035,
1037
South Oakleigh Secondary College
Closure, 1566, 1571
Speaker, The (See Rulings by the Chair)
Sport
Grants, q 97
New stadium site, 701, 704
Pacific School Games, 1426, 1429
(See also Australian Football League, Olympic
Games and Racing)
Stanhope Primary School
Teachers residence, 1662, 1667
Star education program, 442, 446
State Emergency Service
Communications system, 87
State historian, 1818, 1820
State Library of Victoria

La Trobe librarian, 1818, 1820
State Revenue Office
~gement

1261,1266
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Students
Pacific School Games, 1426, 1429
Sun Microsystems, q 390
Sunbury
Traffic flow, 1033, 1037
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Telstra
Pay TV cables, 859, 865
Tender processes
Government policy, q 1783
Timber industry (See Forest industry and Code of
Forest Practices for Timber Production)

Sunbury Secondary College
Upgrading, 770, 774

Towong, Shire of
Administrative centre, 299

Sunraysia
Citrus industry, 1099, 1102

Toxic waste
VVennbeedurnnp,441,445,516,521,770,775

Superannuation

CJ Catering, 1338, 1342
Swimming pool and spa safety, q 806
Sydenham Road, Sydenham
Keilor-Melton Road intersection, 1342, 1346

Trade
Korea and Japan, q 1507
United Arab Emirates, q 801
Traffic (See Roads)
Traffic lights (See Roads)

Sydney Organising Committee of the Olympic
Games,q807

Trailer billboards
Nepean Highway, Cheltenham, 609, 616

T
Tabcorp
MelboumeCup Day, 1259,1266
Sky Channel dispute, 703, 705
TAFE
TeaChers, 1747,1755
(See also individual TAFE college names)

Tamagulla Primary School
Staffing, 1816, 1819
Taxation

Transport Accident Commission
Wheelchair replacement, 56, 61
Transport museum
Docklands, q 1696

Transporting MelboJl77U, q 650
Tuberculosis (See Health)
Tullamarine Freeway
Electronic signage, 700, 706

Payroll exemption, 443, 447
Petroleum resource rent tax, 858, 862, q 1375
Taxis
Safety standards, q 1130
(See also Public transport)

Teachers
Industrial action, q 1461
Minister's comments, 516, 521, q 548, q 549
TAFE, 1747, 1755
(See also Education and Schools and colleges)
Telephone interpreter service
Maternal and child health, 609,613,949,956

u
Unemployment
Indodhinese community, 948, 952
(See also Employment)
United Arab Emirates delegation
Trade, q801
United Firefighters Union
CFA negotiations, q 1697
Universities
HECScharges, q550
(See also individual university names)

Teletrak
Proposed. Maryborough racing complex, 513, 517
Race broadcasting proposal, q 96

Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 652, 900
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v

Waverley Park
Future of, 1100, 1102

Veterinary research laboratories, 772,773, q 805
Wellington, Shire of

Vicroads
Vehicle transfers, 1036, 1037
(See also Roads)
Victims of crime (See Crime compensation)
Victoria Institute of Technology

ALP symposium, 514, 520
Victorian Arts Centre, q 94
Victorian Child Death Review Committee
Child deaths, protection and care report, 867, q 984
Victorian College of the Arts
Billboards, q 297
Victorian Council of Community Service Clubs
Community Services Week, 610, 613
Victorian Council of Social Service
Housing grant application, 515, 519
Victorian eye-care service, 220, 228
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
Joint sitting of Parliament, 813, 934, 957
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, Department of (See
Parliament)
Victorian Plantations Corporation

Water levy, 1185
Wellington Primary School
PuTuUg~tion,

1569, 1573

Wendouree Primary School
Funding, 1569, 1572
Werribee
Centenary Hall, 351, 354
Toxic waste dump, 441, 445, 516, 521, 770, 775
Westall Road
()verpass, 1261, 1264
Western Metropolitan College of T AFE
Student numbers, 1263, 1266
Western Ring Road
Opening, 1032, 1037
()verpass, 1425, 1431
Signs, 607, 616
William Ang1iss Knox and Sherbrooke Community
Hospital
Funding, q 94
Williamstown Hospital
Future of, 65
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1495, 1501, 1661,
1664

Freehold titles, 858, 863
Victorian Rural and Regional Arts Access program,

q895

Women's budget, 1758

Victorian Women Lawyers Association, q 7
Victorian Youth Development program, q 1694
Viewbank College
Portable buildings, 1818, 1820

Wool industry
Castlemaine mill fire, 59, 63
Review, q 1695
Workcover

Anaesthetists dispute, 769, 774

Volunteers
Community service, 610, 613

w

Workplaceviolence, 75, q 95,348,355
World Heritage

Royal Exhibition Building, 439, 445
Wangaratta Base Hospital
Downgrading, 65
Water
Bunyip supply, 219, 226

Wyndham, aty of
Commissioners, 1340, 1345
Eaections, 702, 706
Family services, 860, 866

Danxnoorcon~tion,1036,1037

Hume Weir, q 296,349,356,441,444, q 480, 514, 521,
950,955,1339,1346
Lake Nagambie, 349,357
MoorooIbark retarding basin, 515, 522
Wellington levy, 1185
(See also individual water authority or company
names, and Greasy waste program)

y
Yura Glen Primary School
Upgrading, 1499, 1502
YuraRanges
Upweyoffice, 860, 865
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BAKER, Mr (Sunshine)

Youth

Freeza entertainment program, q 193
Kids Under Cover, q 739
Suicide, 768, 774
The Diner cafe, 771, 773
Under-age drinking, 1259, 1266
Victorian Youth Development program, q 1694

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1621
Firearms Bill, 1329
Points of order, 663

MEMBERS
BATCHELOR. Mr (Thomastown)
ANDRIANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment
CJha±nletters,947
Rail: Epping line, 1259
Western Ring Road, 1032
Petitions
Drug rehabilitation programs, 711

Adjournment

AFL: policies, 153
Arts festival billboards, 704
Merrilands Secondary College, 1033
Parliament House Completion Authority, 1662
Rail: passenger safety, 1752
Western Ring Road, 1425
Auditor-General, 1584
Bills

ANDRIGHE'ITO, Mr (Narracan)
Adjournment
Gippsland Lifeline, 154
Housing: Moe,513

Bills
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 971
Firearms Bill, 1322
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1148

Gan'ting Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 667
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 396
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 916
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1703
Rail Corporations Bill, 1379
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 409
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 601
State Taxation (Further Omrubus Amendment) Bill,
453
Statute Law Revision (Ma.rine) Bill, 107
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 29
Business of the house

Questions without notice

La Trobe University: language faculties, 1611
National Trust new musewn. 738
Salinity: rural Victoria, 1462
Sport and recreation grants, 97

Program, 814, 1283, 1519
Economic Development Committee
Medical and public health research, 1515
Points of order, 7, 36,65, 66,192,365,387,479,483,
484,549,551,647,737,740,741,989,1046,1278,
1379,1402,1428,1669

ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)
Bills
Children's Services Bill, 111
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 678
Questions without notice
Aboriginal deaths in custody, 1610
Public transport: strategy, 650
Taxis: safety standards, 1130

Public transport system, 640
Questions without notice
Public transport: automatic ticketing, 988
Racial tolerance, 1065
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BRACKS, Mr (Williamstown)

BROWN, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for
Transport)

Address--in-reply,684
Adjournment
Adjournment
BallaratSchoolof~es,

1659
Petroleum resource rent tax, 858
State Revenue Office, 1261
Wendouree Primary School, 1569
Workplace violence, 348
Auditor-General, 1518, 1581, 1595

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1228, 1558
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 194
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 420
Children and Young Persons <Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 836
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1303,1466
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 729
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 744
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 762
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 581
State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill,
449
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill,
1238,1535
Business of the house
Posqponenruent 1492
Program, 1283
Grievances

Buses: mechanical checks, 1667
Princes Highway, 708

Rail
Clayton station, 706
Sandringham crossing, 519
Tullamarine Freeway, 706
Bills
Building (AmendInent) Bill, 185, 673
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 180
Rail Corporations Bill, 901, 1027, 1388
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 106, 183,419
Superannuation Acts (Further AmendInent) Bill,
1543, 1551
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 38,41
Christmas felicitations, 1810

National Road Transport Commission, 1281
Points of order, 650
Questions without notice
Docklands: transport museum, 1697
Public transport
automatic ticketing, 989
perfo~ce,392

strategy, 650
timetables, 1782

Rail
Echuca Sprinter, 1131
Mildura link, 1278

Senior executive service, 1347
Workplace violence, 75

Industrial relations reform, 1105
Personal explanation, 392
Petitions
Contaminated site, Yarraville, 617
Williamstown Hospital, 65
Points of order, 352, 364, 486, 550, 695, 862, 897, 1107,
1261,1310,1354,1433,1462,1463,1465,1603,1714

Public hospitals, 363
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1463, 1464, 1511,
1514,1693,1695
Government advertising: funding, 192
Public sector: audits, 1781, 1782
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 897

BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) <Leader of the
Opposition)
Adjournment
Veterinary research laboratories, 772
Auditor-General, 1435, 1578, 1586

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 303
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1523
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

1306
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 395
Melbourne Convention and Exlubition Trust Bill,
1679
Rail Corporations Bill, 1379
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 563
Small Business Victoria <Repeal) Bill, 944

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Business of the house
Post.Ponefllent, 1488
Pro~,557, 1521

Christmas felicitations, 1806
Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 541
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1
Grievances
Auditor-General: independence, 1360
Rural Victoria: budget cuts, 79
Minister for Education, 557
Points of order, 93,189,193,292,295,367,368,388,
476,481,543,545,553,555,593,598,646,737,986,
1044,1046,1105,1274,1377,1402,1405,1458,1485,
1609

(23)

BURKE, Ms (Prahran)
Adjournment
Herring Island riverbank, 1752
Youth suicide, 768

Bills
GaIning Machine Control (Amendfllent) Bill, 665
Local Government (Amendfllent) Bill, 123
Planning and Environment (Planning Scheflles) Bill,
1735
Sfllail Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 943
Questions without notice
Drugs: education strategy, 292
Melbourne International Festival of the Arts, 736
Multimedia: on-line services, 1275

Question time
Extension, 393
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1374, 1376, 1460,
1461,1507,1508,1510,1607,1609,1610,1695,1780
Child protection services, 1049
College of the Arts billboards, 297
Competition policy: judicial system, 1611, 1692
Crime compensation
Children's Protection Society, 1212
funding cuts, 1128, 1273
Premier's comments, 1209, 1210
Dental services: state funding, 189
Employment
budget forecast, 189
election promises, 3
Export federal government policy, 1276
Government spending cuts, 1043
Health
golden staph infection, 645
tuberculosis, 387, 476, 481
Health insurance: private rebates, 92
Hospitals
funding, 291, 293, 1132
privatisation, 735
Minister for Education: Hansard, 543, 545,547
Ministers: pecuniary interests, 647, 649
Public sector: code of conduct, 807
St Vincent's Hospital, 4
Schools: closures, 985
Shop trading hours, 10
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 803, 805, 894
Teachers: minister's comments, 548

Racial tolerance, 1052

CAMERON, Mr (Bendigo West)
Adjournment
Bendigo Health Care Group, &>7
Bendigo Mining NL, 1661
Castlemaine woollen mill fire, 59
Racing: Teletrak proposal, 513
Tamagulla Primary School, 1816
Workcover: anaesthetists dispute, 769
Bills

Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,

1564
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1313
Courts and Tnbunals (General Amendment) Bill, 974
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 922
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1161
Land <Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 932
Legal Practice Bill, 175
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1632
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1409
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 586
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendmen~Bill, 1457
Industrial relations reform, 1121
Petitions
Shop trading hours, 300
Points of order, 65, 963
Questions without notice

Racing: Teletrak proposal, 96

(24)

INDEX

CAMPBELL, Ms (Pascoe Vale)

Auditor-General, 1597

Adjournment

Bills

Disability services: residential care, 703
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1100,
1748
Preschools: departmental responsibility, 771, 1424
TAC: wheelchair replacement, 56
Telephone interpreter service: maternal and child
health, 609, 949

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 200
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 420
Rail Corporations Bill, 1383
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1539
Petitions
Voluntary euthanasia, 1757

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1620
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 844
Children's Services Bill, 109
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1314
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 982, 990
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1774
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1155
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1448
Points of order, 771, 1485

CARLI, Mr (Coburg)
Adjournment
City Link: pollution monitoring, 861
Hospitals: mental health patients, 56
La Trobe University: language faculties, 1498
Milia multimedia festival, U62
Moreland: home-help services, 699

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1233, 1562
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 426
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1312
Co-operatives Bill, 1197
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1775
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 130
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1737

COLE, Mr (Melbourne)
Adjournment

CJ Catering, 1338
Housing: commonwealth cutbacks, 149
Melbourne: informal council meetings, 352
Police: death of constable, 1423
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1617
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1533
Oilldren and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 828
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1311
Firearms Bill, 1319
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1397
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 138
Melbourne Convention and Exlubition Trust Bill,
1675
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1406
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 850
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1707
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 596
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1523
Business of the house
Program, 560
Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 542
Points of order, 560, 593,747,829,1407

Petitions
School mergers, 1757

COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood)
Address-in-reply,696

CLARK,. Mr (Box Hill)

Adjournment
Schools: funding formula, 224

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
COOPER, Mr (Mornington)
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 341
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 142
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 35
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1795

(25)

Bills
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1771
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1691
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 665
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 1215
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1738

Points of order, 1497
Grievances
Public transport system, 618

Dromana electorate, 1357
Petitions
Gun control, 161

CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
Bills
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 414
Petitions

Questions on notice
CFA: union negotiations, 1697
Drugs: education strategy, 294
Prisons: drugs, 1280
United Arab Emirates delegation, 801

Shire of Melton, 1105

DOLLlS, Mr (Richmond)
DEAN, Or (Berwick)
Address-in-reply, 52
Bills
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1088
Co-operatives Bill, 1202
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 977
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1393
Legal Practice Bill, 171
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1633
Industrial relations reform, 1123
Points of order, 963, 964, 1406, 1630

DEPUTY S~ The (Bon. J. F. McGrath)
Business of the house
Division list, 768, 1248
Distinguished visitors, 1172

Adjournment

Royal Exhibition Building, 439
Auditor-General, 1599
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 311
Building (Amendment) Bill, 671
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 123,744
Melbourne ExhIbition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 15
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1645
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 577
Business of the house
P~nenruen~

1493

Program, 562
Christmas felicitations, 1810
House Committee, 1068
Petitions

St Vincent's Hospital, 959
DIXON, Mr (Dromana)
Points of order, 10,293,388,481,544, 552, 555, 648,
Adjournment
Rosebud
foreshore, 1817
Iifesaving Club, 515
Secondary College, 219
Rye foreshore erosion, 1340

737,741,747,1163,1164,1235,1355,1463
Racial tolerance, 1061

(26)
DOYLE, Mr (Malvern)
Bills
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 1174
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1157
Shop Trading Refonn Bill, 579

INDEX
Bills

Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 135
Education system, 381
Grievances

ALP: policies, 68
Grievances
Health: government initiatives, 72

Petitions
Amcor Pty Ltd, 65

Points of order, 363, 1160, 1161, 1162
Points of order, 165
Questions without notice
ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Education system, 374

Export performance, 1273
Firearms: buy-back scheme, 647
Schools: mergers, 1783
Sun Microsystems, 390

Points of order, 1377
Questions without notice
Pleasant Creek centre, 547
GARBUIT, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment

Bemm River, 770
ELUOTI, Mrs (Mooroolbark)

Adjournment
Mooroolbark retarding basin, 516
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 491
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1529
Children's Services Bill, 117
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 995
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 941

Grievances
ALP: policies, 1363
Petitions
Mooroolbark railway station, 11
Mount Stirling, 1281, 1434

FINN, Mr (Tullamarine)

Adjournment
ALP: election material, 1496

Buses: Broadmeadows, 223
Darebin: councillor behaviour, 350
Statutory declaration: federal MP, 1816
Sunbury: traffic flow, 1033

Sunbury Secondary College, 770
Tullamarine Freeway, 700

Bunyip water supply, 219
Central Gippsland Region Water Authority, 1660
Dartmoor: water contamination, 1036
Hume Weir, 514, 1339
Lake Nagambie dredging, 349
Lorne: sewage treatment, 611
Schools: redevelopment, 1099
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1495
Bills

Children and Young Persons <Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 839
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 998
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1758
Forestry Rights Bill, 17
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 398
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1150
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1712
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 930
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 849
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1134, 1637
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 920
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1700
Business of the house

Program, 561
Child protection services, 891
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1789

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Grievances
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, 1366
National parks, 1365
Petitions
Austin and repatriation hospital, 1577
Mount Stirling, 1577
Parliament House Completion Authority Act, 1577
Points of order, 19,357,358
Questions without notice
Minister for Conservation and Land Management
pecuniary interests, 987

GILLETf, Ms (Wernbee)
Adjournment

Goulburn Valley Highway, 63
Hospitals: mental health patient, 63
HOUSing: West Sunshine, 63
Liquor licence fees, 64
Lower Plenty Primary School, 704
Mickleham Primary School, 1572
Newcomb primary schools, 158
Norlane Primary School, 1571
Pacific School Games, 1429
Panton Hill Primary School, 158
Parkwood Secondary College, 955
Rail: Westall station, 158
RipponIea Primary School kindergarten, 159
Roads: safety barriers, 63
Rosebud Secondary College, 224
Sandringham Primary School, 446
Schools
closures, 225
funding formula, 225
information technology, 1573
South Oakleigh Secondary College, 1571
Stanhope Primary School, 1667
Wendouree Primary School, 1572

Centenary Hall, Werribee, 351
Central Highlands Water, 55
Electorate officers: pay claims, 1097
Police:Wenribee,1819
Wernbee: toxic waste dump, 441,516,770

Auditor-General, 1580

Wyndham

Bills

co~oners,l340

elections, 702
family services, 860

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1565, 1613
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 328
Oilldren and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 842
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

1309
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 996
Firearms Bill, 1327
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 660
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1639

Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1786
Education (Amendment) Bill, 394, 493
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 1612
Education (Trespass) Bill, 1612
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1401
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 397
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1241
Melbourne Exlubition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 16
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)
Bill, 1758
Shop Trading Reform Bill, lOS, 177, 179,598,605
Business of the house
Adjournment, 961
Grievances, 15
Program, 15,302,557,813, 1283,1518

Industrial relations reform, 1116
Points of order, 60

Industrial relations reform, 1110
Joint sittings of Parliament

La Trobe University, 957

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 957
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 957, 958
GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Education)
Adjoumment
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 158
Brandon Park and Wellington primary schools, 1573
Education
Benalla regional manager, 1573, 1666
student-at-risk program, 446

(27)

Points of order, 364, 594, 1106, 1402
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee, 947

(28)

INDEX

Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1780
Drugs: education strategy, 294
Education:r~cnrre,477,479

Education Victoria '96, 5
Latrobe Valley: development, 1781
Minister for Education: Hansard, 545, 547
Schools
disabled student facilities, 1378
funding cuts, 1045
information technology, 1046
mergers, 1048, 1276, 1377, 1512, 1783
minister's comments, 1131
new technology, 804
Teachers
industrial action, 1461
minister's comments, 548, 550

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 320
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1315
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 731
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1080
Forestry Rights Bill, 24
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1144
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1685
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1705
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 901, 1522
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1190
Education system, 385
Joint sittings of Parliament
La Trobe University, 957
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 957
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 957, 958
Petitions

HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)

Acljoumment
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1749
Mickleham Primary School, 1568
Nillumbik: planning approval, 610
Panton Hill Primary School, 151
Police: numbers, 443
Yarra Glen Primary School, 1499

Wellington water levy, 1185
Racial tolerance, 1058

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong) (Minister for Housing
and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs)

Aboriginal deaths in custody
Bills
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1316
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 713
Firearms Bill, 1286
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omrubus Amendments)
Bill, 1178
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1538
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1185
Business of the house

Implementation report, 1578

Adjournment
Housing
commonwealth cutbacks, 154
emergency, 154, 227
grants, 519
Moe,518
rental cooperatives, 519
waiting list, 612
Office of Housing: building contracts, 1427

Program, 1520
Bills
Grievances
Emergency services: communications system, 87
Policea~tion,l368

Points of order, 138,448,468, 594, 599, 1372, 1496, 1750

Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 405
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1688
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1194
Questions without notice
Aboriginal deaths in custody, 1610

HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)

Adjoumment
Teachers:TAUFE,1747

LEGISLATIVE ASSEI\ffiLY
HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training and Minister
assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs)

Adjournment
ALP: university symposium, 520
BallaratSchoolof~es, 1666
Electrical contractors: registration, 1574
Housing Guarantee Fund, 616
Immigration, 615
Kingston: trailer billboards, 616
La Trobe University: language faculties, 1500
Lome: sewage treatment, 615
Problem gambling, 615
Roads: Melboume-Ballarat signs, 616
South East Water, 616
Workplace violence, 355

Bills
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 395, 508, 913, 1522

Business of the house
Program, 1283

Industrial relations reform, 1114
Points of order, 1523
Questions without notice
Adult literacy training, 988
HECS charges, 550

Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 761, 1091
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1402
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1724
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 590
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1436

Business of the house
Postponement, 750
Program, 1519

Grievances
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 1355

Petitions
East Keilor traffic lights, 1434
Niddrie quarry site, 1578

Points of order, 617, 649, 661,737,899,963,964
Questions without notice
Attorney-General
Elliott case, 296
pecuniary interests, 736, 739
Crime compensation: former Minister for Health,
1274
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 806, 895, 899,
1513

La Trobe University: language faculties, 1611
Workplace violence, 95

Racial tolerance, 1056

JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)

Address-in-reply,48
Adjournment
HULLS, Mr (Niddrie)

F~:collectioncenbres,56

Adjournment
Education: Benalla regional manager, 1570
Gaming: Asian community, 1497

Hume Weir, 349, 950
Police
Moira station, 702
Tungamah station, 1749
River Murray bridge replacement, 1427

Attomey-General, 742
Auditor-General, 1604

Bills
Shop Trading ReformBill, 583

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1615
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 473, 481
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1086
Casino (Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,

1642
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill, 962
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 653
Legal Practice Bill, 147, 161,712
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 742
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1626

(29)

Petitions
Shire of Moira, 161
Wangaratta Base Hospital, 65

Questions without notice
Hume Weir, 480

(30)

INDEX

JENI<INS, Mr (Bal1arat West)

Points of order, 387, 593

Adjournment

Questions without notice

Ballarat vacant land, 1097
Roads: Melboume-BalIarat signs, 607
Bills
Firearms Bill, 1326
Grievances
Government coalition initiatives, 82
Shop trading hours, 83
Questions without notice
Education: restructure, 477
Olympic Games: SOCQG, 807
Victorian Youth Development program, 1694

JOHN, Mr <Bendigo East)

Bills
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 602
Petitions
Shop trading hours, 299

Arts grants, 1045
Auditor-General: independence, 1374, 1376, 1507,
1511, 1607, 1609, 1610
Automotive industry: Industry Commission inquiry,
986
Bledisloe Cup, 1210
Carers: strategy, 803
College of the Arts billboards, 297
Competition policy: judicial system, 1611, 1692
Crime compensation
Children's Protection Society, 1212
funding cuts, 1129, 1273
Premier's comments, 1210
Dental services
commonwealth funding, 8
state funding, 189
Docklands: development, 894
Drugs: education strategy,292
Employment
budget forecast, 190
election promises, 3
multilingual information, 1509

Export
federal government policy, 1276
1273
Firearms: buy-back scheme, 647
Foreign investment, 389
Gaming: Asian community, 1376
Government spending cuts, 1043
Health
golden staph infection, 646
perfo~ce,

Points of order, 592, 599

KENNE'IT, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts)
Adjoumment
ALP: branch stacking, 1752
Austel: area codes, 1570
Centenary Hall, Werribee, 354
Melbourne Airport: visitor reception, 862
Petroleum resource rent tax, 862
Racism: federal member for Oxley, 353
Unemployment Indochinese community, 952

Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1134, 1222
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1134, 1300, 1303
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 106
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1640
~pTradingReformBill,~3

Christmas felicitations, 1803
Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 541
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 1

tUberctU~,387,476,481

Health insurance: private rebates, 92
Hospitals
emergency services, 6
funding, 291, 293, 295, 390, 1132
privatisation, 735
rea~ons,478

waiting lists, 1277, 1279
Industrial relations: reform, 1044
Investment and employment, 1608
Melbourne International Festival of the Arts, 736
Ministers: pecuniary interests, 647, 649
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 651
Motorcycle grand prix, 544
Multimedia: on-line services, 1275
National Gallery, 189
National Gallery and Arts Centre, 94
Petroleum resource rent tax, 1375
Racism: federal Parliament resolution, 985
St Vincent's Hospital, 4
Schoo~:closures,985
~p trading hours, 3,10
Taxis: safety standards, 1130
Trade: Korea and Japan, 1507

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
United Arab Emirates delegation, 802
Victorian Rwal and Regional Arts Access program,
895
Victorian Youth Development program, 1694
William Angliss Knox and Sherbrooke Community
Hospital, 95

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1620
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1168
Planning and Environment <Planning Schemes) Bill,
1741

Racial tolerance, 1050

LEAN, Mr (Carrum)

KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 324
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 923

Adjournment
Goulburn Valley Highway, 55
Paterson's curse, 1425

Questions without notice
Industrial relations: reform, 1044

Adjournment
AspendaJeforeshore, 1817
Moorabbin Airport low-flying aircraft, 951
South East Water, 222
Under-age drinking, 1259

Bills
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1692
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 681

Questions without notice
City Link: documents, 9
Dockland.s: development, 894
Public transport timetables, 1782
Schools: disabled student facilities, 1378

KO SKY, Ms (Altona)

Adjournment
Golden moths orchid, 1034
Housing
emergency, 150, 222
grants, 515
waiting list, 608
Office of Housing: building contracts, 1423
Public transport fare zones, 1098

Bills

Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 824
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1728

Education system, 378
Petitions
Altona District Hospital, 161

LEIGH, Mr (Mordialloc)

Adjournment
ALP: branch stacking, 1750

Karkarook Park, Heatherton, 351
Kingston
property valuations, 857
trailer billboards, 609
Medical fees: health insurance, 1498
MeDbourne:gaibagecollection,1035
Member for Springvale: conduct, 948
Westall Road overpass, 1261

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 315

Business of the house

Program, 558
Points of order, 468, 695
LANGDON, Mr Uvanhoe)

Adjournment
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 1262
Gaming: West HeideIberg site, 1338
Viewbank College, 1818

(31)

(32)

INDEX

LEIGHfON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment
Disability services: early intervention, 1341
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1231
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1314

Petitions
Coode Island chemical storage, 11
Corio dental services, 300
Points of order, 226, 747, 748, 964, 1050
Questions without notice
Gascor:consult1ncy,1049
Govenunent tender policy, 1783

Business of the house
Program, 1284
LUPTON, Mr (Knox)
Points of order, 751
Adjournment

LIM,. Mr (Clayton)
Adjournment
Immigration, 607
Neighbourhood houses: funding, 1817

Rail
Clayton station, 702
Westall station, 152
Unemployment Indochinese community, 948
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1619

Radal tolerance, 1063

Angliss Hospital, 1567
Buses: mechanical checks, 1663
Knox community health service, 1262
Knox shire hall, 152
Roads: dangerous driving, 1342
South East Water, 611, 1035
Telstra: pay 1V cables, 859
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 484
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 726
Firearms Bill, 1317
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 129
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 677
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1450

Grievances
Darwin: bombing raids, 1349
Points of order, 486, 592

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Adjournment
Norlane Primary School, 1567
PERIN system, 220
Serrated tussock, 859

Questions without notice
Economy: government policies, 190
Interact'% multimedia expo, 898
Teachers: industrial action, 1461

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1614
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 832
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 1070
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1688, 1698
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 402
Pipelines (Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1251, 1684
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 572, 602, 603,604,605,606
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 934

McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)
Adjournment
Community Services Week, 610
Dandenongs: noxious weeds, 1101
Fire blight, 57
South East Water, 1034
Traffic lights, Upwey, 772
Yarra Ranges: Upwey office, 860
Bills

Business of the house
Postponement, 749
Program, 814

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 437, 460
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1763
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 927

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1742
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1707
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1445
Grievances
Dandenongs: fire prevention, 1353
Points of order, 366, 561, 1354, 1355, 1446
Questions without notice
Foreign investment, 389
Musewn of Victoria: Moreland annexe, 899
Petroleum resource rent tax, 1375

McCALL, Ms (Frankston)
Adjournment

Legal aid: federal funding, 1423
Power skis, 348
Bills
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 992
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1800
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 944
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 908
Questions without notice
Forestindus~,1213

Investment and employment, 1608
Kids Under Cover program, 739
Victorian Women Lawyers Association, 7

McGILL, MI5 (Oakleigh)
Bills
Children's Services Bill, 115
Questions without notice

Gaming: Asian community, 1376
National Gallery, 189
Swimming pool and spa safety, 806

McGRArn, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for Police
and Emergency Services and Minister for
Corrections)
Adjournment

Agricultural chemicals, 772
Ambulance services: Intergraph, 228
Aspendale foreshore, 1820
Buses: Broadmeadows, 228
Dartmoor: water contamination, 1037
Electorate officers: pay claims, 228
Fireanns
collection centres, 62
permits, 954
Golden moths orchid, 1037
Intergraph: inquiry, 1820
Merrilands Secondary College, 1037
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1753
Neighbourhood houses: funding, 1820
PERIN' system, 227
Police
Keilor, 1037
Lakes Entrance station, 62
Moira station, 708
Tunganruahstation,1754
Werribee, 1820
~:passengersafety, 1754
Roads: dangerous driving, 1345
School buses: safety, 228
Schools: closures, 1037
South East Water, 1037
State historian and La Trobe library, 1820
Statutory declaration: federal MP, 1820
Sunbury: traffic flow, 1037
Veterinary research laboratories, 773
Vicroads: vehicle transfers, 1037
Victorian eye-care service, 228
Viewbank College, 1820
Western Ring Road, 1037
Bills
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 106, 218, 733
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 929
Firearms Bill, 900, 1002, 1285, 1335
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 921
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 900, 1001

Christmas felicitations, 1809
Condolences
Holland, !<evin Myles Stephen, Esq., 542

McGRA1H, Mr J. F. (Warmambool) (See also
DEPUTY S~ The (Hon. J. F. McGrath»

Grievances
Police: administration, 1371

Presiding Officers and parliamentary reports, 867

Naming and suspension of member, 482

Questions without notice

Carers: strategy, 803
Schools: mergers, 1276

(33)

Points of order, 545, 1372

(34)

INDEX

Questions without notice
CFA: union negotiations, 1697
Correctional services: drugs, 546
Drugs: database, 1048
~ns:drugs, 1280

McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)

Adjournment
Fraud
Chinese businessman, 440
investment scheme, 947

Bills
Children's Services Bill, 116
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 727
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 415
Personal explanation, 460

Petitions
Capital punishment, 65

Rosebud foreshore, 1819
Royal Exhibition Building, 445
Tamagulla Primary School, 1819
Teachers: TAFE, 1755
Telstra: pay TV cables, 865
Wembee: toxic waste dump, 445
Westall Road overpass, 1264
Wyndham
commissioners, 1345
elections, 706
family services, 866
Yarra Ranges: Vpwey offices, 865

Bills
Building (Amendment) Bill, 106
Casino <Management Agreement) (Amendment) Bill,
1134,1249,1644
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 145,742,745
Parliament House Completion Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 1134, 1249
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1134, 1243, 1800

Business of the house
Postponement 747, 1492

Questions without notice
Albury-Wodonga: municipal arrangements, 1464
Electricity industry: national market, 1047
Local government compulsory competitive
tendering. 1609

MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Plarming
and Local Government)

Adjournment
Ascot Vale library, 706
Bendigo Health Care Group, 864
Buses: Eltham-Diamond Creek, 1755
Casey: road funding. 1819
City link: Baulderstone Homibrook, 1667
Darebin.: councillor behaviour, 360
Education: federal funding. 1754
Herring Island riverbank, 1755
Hume Weir,444
Kingston: property valuations, 864
Maribymong River, 865
Melbourne: informal council meetings, 359
Member for Springvale: conduct, 954
Merbein.: channel reserve, 1755
Nillumbik
finances, 1264
planning approval, 614
Planning and local government alcohol purchases,
359
Power skis, 359
Rail: Epping line, 1264

Points of order, 552, 618, 687, 858, 1099, 1642
Questions without notice
City Link: documents, 9
Heritage buildings: funding. 549
Legal aid: federal funding. 648
Libraries: funding. 1049
Local government compulsory competitive
tendering. 1609
Museum of Victoria: Moreland annexe, 899
National Trust new museum, 738
Roads: Federation Square, 297
Swimming pool and spa safety, 806

Upper Yarn Valley and Dandenong Ranges Regional
Strategy Plan, 652, 900

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier and
Minister for Agriculture and Resources)

Adjournment

Bendigo Mining NL, 1666
Bunyip water supply, 226
Central Gippsland Region Water Authority, 1665
Central Highlands Water, 59
Fire blight, 60
Gaming: Asian community, 1500
Hume Weir, 356, 955
Lake Nagambie dredging, 356
South East Water, 226
Sunraysia: citrus industry, 1102

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Petitions

Bills
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 363
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1252, 1698, 1699
Fisheries (Further Amendment) Bill, 1612
Plpelines(Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1250, 1251, 1252
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill, 900, 1032

Business of the house
Pos~onement,

(35)

Moonee Valley: commissioners, 1577

Points of order, 483, 706

MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)

1493

Adjournment
Condolences
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 2

Points of order, 1179
Questions without notice
ForestUrujus~, 1213
Hume Weir, 296,480
Salinity: rural Victoria, 1462
Veterinary research laboratories, 805
Woolindus~, 1695

Racial tolerance, 1053

Ethanol production, 1496
Rural Victoria: petrol prices, 1339
School buses: safety, 221
Stanhope Primary School, 1662
Taxation: payroll exemption, 443
Vicroads: vehicle transfers, 1036

Bills
Firearms Bill, 1334

Rail Corporations Bill, 1386
Points of order, 1379, 1458
Questions without notice

MADDIGAN, Mrs (Essendon)

Rail: Echuca Sprinter, 1131
Workplace violence,95

Adjournment
Ascot Vale library, 700
City Link
Baulderstone Homibrook, 1663
pollution monitoring, 950
Electorate officers: pay claims, 223
Essendon Airport, 1426
Essendon-East Keilor District Secondary College,
1098
Maribyrnong River, 859
Ophthalmic surgery waiting lists, 440
Roads: safety barriers, 57
State historian and La. Trobe librarian, 1818

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 487
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,

1308
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 723
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1768
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 658
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1165
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 121
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 1216
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,

1744
Rail Corporations Bill, 1384
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 939
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 33
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 909

MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Address-in-reply,44
Adjournment

Racism: federal member for Oxley, 348
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1136,1230,1552
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1305, 1475
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 993
Education (Amendment) Bill, 394
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1778
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 670
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 679

Grievances
Dental health, 84
Ethnic affairs: government policies, 83
Industrial relations: reform, 85
Shop trading hours, 84

Industrial relations reform, 1112
Petitions
Shop .trading hours, 617, 867

(36)
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Points of order, 317, 350, 1234, 1485
Racial tolerance, 1055

MILDENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Address-in-reply,692
Adjournment
Education
federal funding, 1750
student-at-risk program, 442
Parkwood. Secondary College, 951
Schools: closures, 222, 1035
South Oakleigh Secondary COllege, 1566
Teachers: minister's comments, 516

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,338
Education (Amendment) Bill, 852
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 1612
Local Government (Amendment) Bill,745
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill,1181
Business of the house

Program,559
Education system, 369
Grievances
Education system, 66
Schools: mergers, 1351

Community Services Week, 613
Dandenong youth cafe, 773
Disability services
early intervention, 1343
residential care, 709
Ethanol production, 1501
Family support programs, 1668
Fraud: Chinese businessman, 447
Gippsland Lifeline, 157
Health: breast cancer, 614
HUDne Acquired Brain Injury Task Force, 1502
HUDne Weir, 521
Kealba quarry, 1502
Kingston: lifesaving dubs, 774
Knox community health service, 1265
Koori juvenile justice project, 1265
Medical fees: health insurance, 1501
Mooroolbark retarding basin, 522
Moreland: house-help services, 709
Ophthalmic surgery waiting lists, 447
Par1iam.ent House Completion Authority, 1669
Police: numbers, 447
Preschools
departmental responsibility, 775
funding, 522
Proposed Knox hospital, 1502
Public venues: noise levels, 708
Rosebud Ufesaving Club, 521
Schools: chaplains, 1343
Sunbury Secondary College, 774
Taxation: payroll exemption, 447
Teachers: minister's comments, 521
Telephone interpreter service: maternal and child
health, 613
Trafficlights,Upwe~775

Points of order, 1046

Questions without notice
Education: restructure, 479
Schools
funding cuts, 1044
information technology, 1045
Dnergers, 1047,1377
Ininister's CODnments, 1131
Teachers: Ininister's comments, 549

NAPTHINE, Or (Portland) (Minister for Youth and
Community Services)
Adjournment

AngIiss Hospital, 1574
Arts festival billboards, 710
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, 1264
Bayside Hockey Oub, 1501
Beuun River, 774

Werribee: toxic waste dump, 521, 775
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1501
Workcover: anaesthetists dispute, 774
Yarra Glen Primary School, 1502
Youth suicide, 774

Bills
Children and Young Persons <Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 394, 496, 847
Children's Services Bill, 118
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 653,765,1176
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 752
Farm Produce Wholesale (Amendment) Bill, 511
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 653, 763,
1169,1746
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 901, 1029, 1221,
1626
.
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill, 901, 1030,
1456
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omrubus AmendDnents)
Bill, 762, 1221
OptoInetrists Registration Bill, 901, 1028
Osteopaths Registration Bill, 653,766,1178

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1710
Stock (Seller Uability and Declarations)
(Amendment) Bill, 1459
Child protection services, 880
Health Services Commissioner, 1758
Personal explanation, 959
Points of order, 771, 829, 1160, 1163
Questions without notice
Child protection services, 801, 1049
Disability services: adult students, 1133
Freeza, 193
Kids Under Cover program, 739
Pleasant Creek centre, 547
Victorian Child Death Review Committee, 984

PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)
Address-in-reply, 41
Better Roads program, 1124
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,308
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1471
Forestry Rights Bill, 25
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill,416
Industrial relations reform, 1119
Petitions
Palliative care, 299
Points of order, 484, 750

Victorian Child Death Review Committee, 867

PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)
PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)
Adjournment
Bayside Hockey Club, 1496

Casey: road funding, 1815
Kingston: lifesaving clubs, 768
Sports stadium.: siting, 701
Tabcorp: Melbourne Cup Day, 1259
Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 433
Co-operatives Bill, 1194
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 1390
Melbourne Convention and Exlubition Trust Bill,
1671
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 1410
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 674

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,421
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 418
Shop Trading Reform Bill,574
Law Reform Committee

Jury service, 1578
Personal explanation, 363
Points of order, 591,945, 1404, 1405, 1407
Racial tolerance, 1059

PEUUOI, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Address-in-reply,689
Adjournment

PATERSON, Mr (South Barwon)

ALP: university symposium, 514
Pacific School Games, 1426

Bills
Orildren and. Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 822
Orildren's Services Bill, 108

Bills
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 997
Points of order, 768

Questions without notice
Firefighting services, 1513
Shop trading hours, 3
Veterinary research laboratories, 805

(37)

Questions without notice
Education Victoria '%, 5
Employment multilingual information, 1509
Racism: federal Parliament resolution, 985
Racial tolerance, 1062

(38)
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PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltharn)
Adjournment
Buses: Eltharn-Diamond Creek, 1751
Lower Plenty Primary School, 700
Nillumbik: finances, 1263

Bills
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1731
Questions without notice
Eectricity industry: privatisation, 478
Libraries: funding, 1049
Trade: Korea and Japan, 1507

PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)
Adjournment
Agricultural chemicals, 769
AIbury-Wodonga: municipal arrangements, 1464
Austel: area codes, 1568
Hume Acquired Brain Injury Task Force, 1498
Hume Weir, 441
Liquor licence fees, 58, 1341
Victorian eye-care service, 220
Victorian Plantations Corporation: freehold titles, 858

Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1231
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 1089
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 733
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill,1183

REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport and
Minister for Rural Development)
Adjournment
Castlemaine Woollen Mill fire, 63
City Link: pollution mOnitoring, 956
Eastern Freeway extension, 1103
Electorate officers: pay claims, 1103
Essendon Airport, 1431
Essendon-East Keilor District Secondary College,
1103
Gaming: West Heidelberg site, 1345
Hume Weir, 1346
Metropolitan Women's Correctional Centre, 1104
Moorabbin Airport low-flying aircraft, 956
Planning: Brighton property, 1431
Police: death of constable, 1430
Preschools: departmental responsibility, 1431
Public transport fare zones, 1103
Racing: Teletrak proposal, 517
River Murray bridge replacement, 1431
St Albans-Sydenham Road, 1346
Schools
cleaners, 1104
redevelopment, 1103
Sports stadium: siting, 704
TAB: Sky Channel dispute, 705
Telephone interpreter service: maternal and child
health, 956
Waverley Park, 1102
Western Ring Road, 1431

Bills
Building (Amendment) Bill, 671
Melbourne Convention and Exlubition Trust Bill,
1135, 1250, 1682
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 106,217,

682
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 394, 506

Grievances
Diesel fuel prices, 1367
Petitions
Towong Shire Council, 299

Questions without notice
Olympic Games: S<X:OG, 807
Racing: Teletrak proposal, 96
Sport and recreation grants, 97

Points of order, 610, 964, 1310
Questions without notice
Bledisloe Cup, 1209
Hume Weir, 296

RICHARDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)
Adjoumment
Eastern Freeway extension, 1098

Bills
PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (See SPEAKER, The
(Bon. S. J. Plowman»

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 412

Grievances
Local government reform. 85

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Petitions

(39)

Scrutiny of legislation committees, 711

Eastmont Primary School, 1185
Racial tolerance, 1064
Road Safety Committee

SAV AGE, Mr (Mildura)

Effects of drugs other than alcohol report, 1515
Adjournment
Housing Guarantee Fund, 609
Merbein: channel reserve, 1751
Sunraysia: citrus industry, 1099
ROWE, Mr (Cranboume)
Adjournment
Dandenong youth cafe, 771
TAB: Sky Channel dispute, 703
Bills

Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1153

Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee

Bills
Firearms Bill, 1324
Parliament House Completion Authority (Repeal)
Bill,1758
Questions without notice
Better Roads, 391
Rail: Mildura link, 1278

Sexual assault against adults, 1578
Points of order, 555
Questions without notice
Arts grants, 1045
Budget presentation, 1693
Motorcycle grand prix, 544

RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)
Adjournment
Firearms: permits, 949
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1661
Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 333
FU"eanl1S Bill, 1330
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 656
Legal Practice Bill, 204
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 1095

SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment
Housing
rental cooperatives, 517
West Sunshine, 58
Kealba quarry, 1500
Police: I<eilor, 1037
Problem gambling, 612
St Albans-Sydenham Road, 1342
Schools: cleaners, 1101
Sheriff's Office, 952
Vocational education and training, 1263
Bills

Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 345
C()-Qperatives Bill, 1204
Firearms Bill, 1333
Grievances
Kealbaquarry,1373

Petitions

Drugs: decriminalisation, 808
Points of order, 661, 1093, 1274
Questions without notice
Latrobe Valley: development, 1780
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

SHARDEY, Mrs (Caulfield)
Adjournment
Health: breast cancer, 608
Ripponlea Primary School kindergarten, 151

Alert Digest, 11,300, 556, 808, 1068, 1282, 1515
Evidence Act, 300
Hire Purchase Act, 1671
Third annual report, 867
Unlawful Assemblies and Processions Act, 1671

Bills
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1142
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Condolences
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 2
Petitions

SPEAKER, The (Hon. S. J. Plowman)
BLF Custodian, 1758

Christmas felicitations, 1814

Royal Melbourne Hospital, 10
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1378
Questions without notice
Roads: Federation Square, 297
Schools: new technology, 804

Condolences
Holland, Kevin Myles Stephen, Esq., 543
Hughes, Andrew Arthur, Esq., 2
Distinguished visitors, 1, 188, 645, 1273, 1789

SHEEHAN, Mr (Northcote)
Petitions
Fairfield railway station, 1515

Division list, 1435
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 959

Points of order, 146

llansardrecord,916

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Joint sittings of Parliament

Public Record Office, 300

La Trobe University, 813, 934
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 813, 934
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 813, 934
Naming and suspension of member, 482

SMITH, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
(See also Rulings by the Chair)

Adjournment
Brandon Park and Wellington primary schools, 1569
Education: Benalla regional manager, 1660
Planning and local government alcohol purchases,
352
Preschoo1s: funding, 516
Auditor-General, 1602

Bills
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 668
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1191
Business of the house
Postponement, 1494
Program, 1520
Grievances
Education: reading skills, 89

SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)
Adjoumment
Botanical database: school access, 443
Electrical contractors: registration, 1566
Newcomb primary schools, 150

Bills
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 1690
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 400
Questions without notice

Drugs: database, 1048
HECS charges, 550
Schools: mergers, 1512

Petitions

Ministry for the aged, 1067
Points of order, 468, 592, 1592, 1603

STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)

Bills

SMITH, Mr 1 W. (Polwarth)

Bills
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 588

Forestry Rights Bill, 20
Shop Trading Reform Bill, 569, 603, 604, 605, 606
Small Business Victoria (Repeal) Bill, 937
Points of order, 19, 20

LEGISLATNE ASSEMBLY
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STOCKDALE, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer and Minister
for Multimedia)

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Conservation
and Land Management)

Adjournment

Adjournment

AFL: policies, 155

CJ Catering, 1342
Fraud: investment scheme, 954
Knox shire hall, 155
Liquor licence fees, 1342
TAC: wheelchair replacement, 61
Victorian Plantations Corporation: freehold titles, 863
Auditor-General
Response by Minister for Finance, 1515
Substantive motion, 1582, 1592
Bills
Accident Compensation (Further Amendment) Bill,
1136,1224,1228,1229,1622
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 97
Appropriation (Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 105
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill, 106,
182,420,421
Cinemed.ia Corporation Bill, 1136,1235
Commonwealth Powers (Industrial Relations) Bill,
1310
Bectricity Industry (Further Amendment) Bill, 652,
1083
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 183
Port Services and Marine (Amendment) Bill, 395, 510
State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment) Bill,
106,181,395,455,457,458
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 900,
1236,1238,1239
Business of the house
Program, 1070

Points of order, 1274, 1488, 1489, 1490, 1592, 1/:>4
Questions without notice
Auditor-General: independence, 1460, 1461,1463,
1464,1508,1510,1514,1694,1695,1696
Better Roads, 391
Budget presentation, 1693
Economy: government policies, 190
Bectricity industry
national market, 1047
privatisation, 478
reforms, 1211
Gascor: consultancy, 1049
Government tender policy, 1783
Government advertising: funding, 192
Interact '96 multimedia expo, 898
Port of Melbourne, 1510
Public sector: audits, 1781, 1782
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 897
Sun Microsystems, 390

Ballarat vacant land, 1101
Botanical database: school access, 446
City Link pollution monitoring, 863
Dandenongs: noxious weeds, 1102
Karkarook Park, Heatherton, 359
Milia multimedia festival, 1266
Paterson's curse, 1428
Rye: foreshore erosion, 1344
Serrated tussock, 862
State Revenue Office, 1266
Tabcorp: Melbourne Cup Day, 1266
Under-age drinking, 1266
Vocational education and training, 1266
Wilsons Promontory National Park, 1664
Bills
Education (Standards Council) Bill, 1717
Education (Trespass) Bill, 1718
Environment Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1135,
1255, 1779, 1785
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Unking) Bill,
1721
Fisheries (Further Amendment> Bill, 1720
Forestry Rights Bill, 27
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill, 105,407
Land (Further Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1135,
1254,1713
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 394, 503, 933
National Parks (Amendment) Bill, 1378, 1485
North Melbourne Lands Bill, 394, 506, 851
Queen Victoria Market Lands Bill, 1135, 1253
Business of the house
Postponement, 1488
Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production, 1281,
1789,1797
Points of order, 599,1713
Questions without notice
Firefighting services, 1513
Minister for Conservation and Land Management
pecuniary interests, 988
Pest control, 1784

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 149
Melbourne Airport visitor reception, 861
Neighbourhood disputes, 1748
Plarming: Brighton property, 1424

INDEX
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Public venues: noise levels, 701
Rail: Sandringham crossing, 517
Sandringham Primary School, 442
Schools: information technology, 1570

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill,469
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 713
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 662
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 1220
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,
1726
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 680
University Acts (Amendment) Bill, 911
Petitions
Sandringham railway line, 11
Points of order, 466, 1207
Questions without notice
Adult literacy training, 988
Electricity industry: reforms, 1211
Heritage buildings: funding, 549
Racial tolerance, 1067
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Petitions
Graham Street Primary School, 1514
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 1757
Welfare/ disability therapists, 1757
Points of order, 6, 7, 19,95,393,468,556,652,801,984,
1154, 1159, 1161, 1162, 1207, 1446, 1488
Public hospitals, 302
Questions without notice
Child protection services, 801, 802
Dental services: commonwealth funding, 8
Hospitals
emergency services, 5
funding, 295, 390
readmissions, 478
waiting lists, 1277, 1279
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 651
Victorian Child Death Review Committee, 984
William Angliss Knox and Sherbrooke Community
Hospital, 94

TRAYNOR, Mr (Ballarat East)
Address-in-reply,683

Fisheries (abalone) regulations, 1803

Bills
Corrections (Amendment) Bill, 722
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill, 678
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1189

THWAITES, Mr (Albert Park)
Adjournment
Ambulance services: Intergraph, 221
Intergraph: inquiry, 1819

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 463
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 815
Children's Services Bill, 107
Chiropractors Registration Bill, 1172
Health Acts (Further Amendment) Bill, 1136, 1747
Lord Mayor's Charitable Fund Bill, 1206, 1214, 1626
Mental Health (Interstate Provisions) Bill, 1456
Optometrists Registration Bill, 1455
Osteopaths Registration Bill, 1178
Planning and Environment (Planning Schemes) Bill,

1733
Superannuation Acts (Further Amendment) Bill,
1239,1541
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 1453
Child protection services, 868
Grievances
Hospitals: bed numbers, 70

Questions without notice
Correctional services: drugs, 546
Victorian Rural and Regional Arts Access program,
895
Wool industry, 1695

TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)
Adjournment
Koori juvenile justice project, 1260
Police: Lakes Entrance station, 58
Princes Highway, 703

Bills
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill, 430
Firearms Bill, 1327
Grievances
Public transport reform, 78
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Questions without notice
Disability services: adult students, 1133
Port of Melbourne, 1510
Public transport: perfonnance, 391

WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for
Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs)
Adjournment
Chain letters, 952
CJ Catering, 1343
Legal aid: federal funding, 1429
Neighbourhood disputes, 1753
Rural Victoria; petrol prices, 1343
Sheriff's Office, 952

Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1534
Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill, 652,
753,1090
Co-operatives Bill, 900,1013,1205
Courts and Tribunals (General Amendment) Bill,
394,500,980
Crimes (Female Genital Mutilation) Bill, 394, 498, 999
Evidence (Audio Visual and Audio Linking) Bill,
1612
Friendly Societies (Victoria) Bill, 900, 1017
Legal Practice Bill, 712
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1135, 1613,
1634, 1635, 1636
Miscellaneous Acts (Further Omnibus Amendments)
Bill, 652, 755, 761
Motor Car Traders (Amendment) Bill, 901, 1021,
1185,1285,1406
Victims of Crime Assistance Bill, 901, 1023

Farrow group, 1/::>8
Film and videotape classification guidelines, 1068
Points of order, 7, 741,964
Questions without notice
Attorney-General
Elliott case, 296
pecuniary interests, 736, 739
Crime compensation: former Minister for Health,
1275
Legal aid: federal funding, 648
Public sector: code of conduct, 807
Solicitor-General: pecuniary interests, 803, 805, 806,
894,895,899,1513
Victorian Women Lawyers Association, 7
Solicitors Guarantee Fund, 1671
Women's budget, 1758
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WELLS, Mr (Wantima)
Adjournment
Family support programs, 1659
Proposed Knox hospital, 1499
Schools: chaplains, 1338
Waverley Park, 1100
Questions without notice
Automotive industry: Industry Commission inquiry,
986
Docklands: transport museum, 1696
Freeza, 193
National Gallery and Arts Centre, 94
Pest control, 1784

INDEX
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

1
2
3
4

6
7

Subject matter
Gaming: consultancies
Electricity, gas and water industry refonn
Premier and Cabinet publications
Conservation and Land Management
capital works
Planning and Local Government:
alcohol purchases
Conservation and Land Management
ente~entexpenses

8
9
11

12
13
14
15
16
17

Conservation and Land Management
stress-related leave
Education: media research and public
opinion polling
Learning assessment project
Women's Affairs: staffing levels
Youth and Community Services: staffing levels
Melbourne's Open House project

Agenda 21 Quarterly
South Eastern Arterial: billboards
Industry, Science and Technology:
advertising brochures

18
19

Small Business October

22

Treasury: advertising
Finance: advertising
Agriculture and Resources: advertising
Industry, Science and Technology: advertising
Small Business: advertising
Transport advertising
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: advertising
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: advertising
Rural Development advertising
Roads and Ports: advertising
Arts: advertising
Planning and Local Government advertising
Gaming: advertising
Classrooms of the Future programs
'Victorian Doctors Dispute: The Facts'
Treasury: electricity advertising
Victorian Government Purchasing Board:
media contracts
Victorian Government Purchasing Board:
media contracts
Roads: project costs
Welcome to School campaign
Premier and Cabinet annual reports
Multicultura1 Affairs: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports

23
24
25

26
29

30

31
32
33
34

36
38
39
42
44

45

46
50

51
52
53

Finance:p~tsafetyr~tions

Asked by

Answered by

Page

279
1821
1267

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

MrsWade
Mr Stockdale
Mr Kennett

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mrs Tehan

777

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr Maclellan

229

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mrs Tehan

777

Mr Pandazopoulos

MrsTehan

777

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

MrGude
MrGude
MrsWade
DrNapthine
Mr Maclellan
Mr Maclellan
MrBrown

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrPandazopoulos
MrPandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

MrGude
MrReynolds
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
MrMcNamara
MrGude
MrReynolds
MrBrown

779
779
780
780
279
781
782
782
232

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath

232

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath
MrReynolds
MrBrown
MrKennett
Mr Maclellan
MrsWade
MrGude
DrNapthine
Mr Stockdale

232
1039

Mr Pandazopoulos

MrKennett

235

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr Stockdale
MrBrown
MrGude
MrKennett
MrKennett

282
235
238
238

Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath

239

MrPandazopoulos

Mr W. D. McGrath

531

229
230

778
1823
230
231
231

280

533
232
234
234
234
282

238
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Qn
54

55
57
58
59
60
61
62
64

65
66

67

68
69

70
72

73
74
75

76
77

79
80

81
82
83

84
85
86
88
89
90

91
92
93
95
%

97
98
101
102
103

Subject matter

Asked by

Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tourism: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Agriculture and Resources: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Industry, Science and Technology: annual reports Mr Pandazopoulos
Rural Development annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Small Business: annual reports
Youth and Community Services: annual reports Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Sport: annual reports
Health: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Treasury: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Attorney-General, Fair Trading and
Women's Affairs: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Arts: annual reports
Mr Pandazopoulos
Conservation and Land Management
Mr Pandazopoulos
annual reports
Planning and Local Government annual reports Mr Pandazopoulos
Housing: annual reports
MrPandazopoulos
Finance: annual reports
MrPandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Gaming: annual reports
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
MrPandazopoulos
Multicultural Affairs: advertising
MrPandazopoulos
Tourism: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tourism: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Health: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Health: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Roads and Ports: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Finance: advertising
MrPandazopoulos
Finance: advertising
MrPandazopoulos
Youth and Community Services: advertising
MrPandazopoulos
Youth and Community Services: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Women's Affairs: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Women's Affairs: advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tourism: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Agriculture and Resources: consultancies
MrPandazopoulos
Industry, Science and Teclmology: consultancies MrPandazopoulos
Rural Development consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
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Answered by

Page

Mr W. D. McGrath

239

Mr W. D. McGrath
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrGude
MrReynolds
MrGude
MrReynolds
DrNapthine
MrReynolds
DrNapthine

531
782
783
784
1039
239
784
1268
525
240

MrsWade

240

MrsWade

532

MrsWade

240

MrsWade
Mr Stockdale

283

MrsWade

240

MrsWade
MrKennett

532
534

MrsTehan
Mr Maclellan
Mrs Henderson
Mr Stockdale
MrsWade
Mr Honeywood
MrGude
MrKennett
MrKennett
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
DrNapthine
DrNapthine
MrBrown
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
DrNapthine
DrNapthine
MrsWade
MrsWade

785
242
785

532

283

243
243
243
244
535
786
786
1268

1269
284
285
286

1269
1270
244
244

Mr W. D. McGrath

244

Mr W. D. McGrath
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrGude
MrReynolds
MrGude

244
787
787
788
1039
245
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Qn
104
105
108
109
110
111
117
119
121
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
132
134
135
136
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
162
163
164
165
166
167
170
171
172

INDEX
Subject matter
Small Business: consultancies
Youth and Community Services: consultancies
Planning and Local Government: consultancies
Treasury: consultancies
Health: consultancies
Sport: consultancies
Conservation and Land Management
consultancies
Finance: consultancies
Housing: consultancies
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Arts: consultancies
Gaming: consultancies
Electricity industry: advertising

Asked by
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoul05
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoul05
Mr Pandazopoul05
Energy Victoria News
Mr Pandazopoul05
Sport Active State
Mr Pandazopoul05
Arts: publications
Mr Pandazopoul05
Small Business Victoria
Mr PandazOpOul05
Country Link
Mr Pandazopoul05
Schools of the Future supplement
Mr Pandazopoul05
Board of Studies newsletters
Mr Pandazopoul05
Tourism: grand prix advertising
Mr Pandazopoul05
Premier and Cabinet advertising
Mr Pandazopoul05
Premier and Cabinet advertising
Mr Pandazopoulos
Schools of the Future show bags campaign
Mr Pandazopoulos
Treasury: publications
Mr Pandazopoul05
Tertiary Education and Training: consultancies
Mr Pandazopoulos
Directorate of School Education: contracts
Mr Pandazopoul05
Mr Pandazopoul05
Education: publications
Tertiary Education and Training: publications
Mr Pandazopoulos
Premier and Cabinet staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Treasury: staffing
Mr Pandazopoul05
Multimedia: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Finance: staffing
Agriculture and Resources: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoul05
Planning and Local Government staffing levels Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Small Business: staffing levels
Industry, Science and Technology: staffing levels Mr PandazopOul05
Mr Pandazopoulos
Transport staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Youth and Community Services: staffing levels
MrPandazopoulos
Youth and Community Services: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Education: staffing levels
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Police and Emergency Services, and
Corrections: staffing levels
MrPandazopoul05
Arts: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Housing: staffing levels
MrPandazopoul05
Aboriginal Affairs: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Multicultural Affairs: staffing levels
MrPandazopoulos
Conservation and Land Management
staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Tertiary Education and Training: staffing levels
Mr Pandazopoulos
Gaming: staffing levels
MrPandazopoul05
Sport staffing levels
MrPandazopoulos
Rural Development staffing levels
MrPandazopoul05

Answered by

Page

MrReynolds
DrNapthine
Mr MacIellan
Mr Stockdale
DrNapthine
MrReynolds

789
1270
253
286
258
526

Mrs Tehan
Mr Stockdale
Mrs Henderson
Mr Honeywood
MrKennett
MrsWade
Mr Stockdale
MrMcNamara
MrReynolds
Mr Kennett
MrReynolds
MrReynolds
MrGude
MrGude
MrMcNamara
MrKermett
MrKennett
MrGude
Mr Stockdale
Mr Honeywood
MrGude
MrGude
Mr Honeywood
MrKermett
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
MrMcNamara
Mr Maclellan
MrReynolds
MrGude
MrBrown
DrNapthine
DrNapthine
MrGude

789
286
789
258
535
286
1040
790
528
539
791
1040
265
265
792
266
539
266
287
267
267
273
273
273
289
799
289
792
275
793
794
275
1271
794

Mr W. D. McGrath

Mr W. D. McGrath
MrKennett
Mrs Henderson
Mrs Henderson
MrKennett
MrsTehan
Mr Honeywood
MrsWade
MrReynolds
MrReynolds

275

276
276
540

795
795
276
795
276
277

529
1041
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Qn

173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
184
187

Subject matter
Aged Care: staffing levels
Tourism: staffing levels
Larundellaundry: linen services
Larundellaundry: stock and equipment
Larundellaundry: redundancy payments
Electricity: prepayment meters
Electricity: tariffs
Electricity: supply standards
Treasury: energy relief grants scheme
Treasury: consultancies
Treasury: energy efficiency
Housing: restructure

Asked by

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Leighton
Mr Leighton
MrLeighton
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MrLoney
MsKosky

Answered by
DrNapthine
MrMcNamara
DrNapthine
DrNapthine
DrNaptrune
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mr Stockdale
Mrs Henderson

Page

1271
796
277
278
278
797
797
798
799
798
800
1505

