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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Gaming: consultancies
(Question No. 1)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Attorney-General, for the Minister for Gaming:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for the period 1 November 1993 to
31 May 1994, what the details are of each consultancy commissioned, indicating - (a) date; (b) cost; (c) purpose; (d)
name and address of consultant; (e) recommendations made; and (f) action taken in response to any recommendations.

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Gaming is:
The Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority and its predecessors, the Victorian Gaming Commission and the Victorian
Casino Control Authority, have published in annual reports certain information relating to consultancies engaged in
each financial year. To provide all of the details sought by the honourable member would involve considerable research
which cannot be justified given the available time and resources of the authority. Should the honourable member
identify a specific consultancy or area of concern, every effort will be made to provide relevant information.

FUnance:adve~sUng

(Question No. 23)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the details are of all advertising
campaigns since 3 October 1992 to date, indicating - (i) the purpose and total costs of each campaign; and (ii) the total
advertising budget in his ministerial portfolio for 1992-93,1993-94 and 1994-95 financial years.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
(i)

No advertising campaigns were conducted by the former Department of Finance. The Victorian Workcover
Authority and the former Health and Safety Organisation merged on 2 July 1996. The former Health and
Safety Organisation was the portfolio responsibility of the Minister for State Development. The merged
organisation, the Victorian Workcover Authority, is the portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Finance.
Answers are given separately for the AuthOrity and the former Health and Safety Organisation as follows:

1.

Victorian Workcover Authority:

The Victorian Workcover Authority has conducted four advertising campaigns since November 1992. All four
advertising campaigns were over $10 000.
The first campaign was for the provision of information to employers, workers, service providers and the community
regarding:
legislative changes and consequent rights and obligations;
benefit levels/how the new premium system operates;
notification of change of insurer;
verification of claims costs and estimates of remuneration;
employer obligations for occupational rehabilitation; and
conciliation procedures.
The cost of this campaign in 1992-93 was $498 000 and in 1993-94 was $1.480 million. Following the effective
information campaign in 1993-94, no costs were incurred in 1994-95.
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The second campaign was to promote return to work for injured workers. The campaign was targeted at employers,
doctors and workers.
The campaign was effective in changing Victoria's 'compensation' culture to a 'retum to work' culture, resulting in a
major reduction in the duration of claims. This has had a significant impact on:
elimination of the $2.1 billion deficit left from Workcare;
a reduction in the operating costs of the scheme - which has resulted in saving employers $500 million annually.
The cost of this campaign in 1992-93 was $1.564 million. In 1993-94 the cost was $3.418 million and in 1994-95 it was
$2.086 million. Cost for the period. 1 July 1995 to 30 April 1996 is $1.07 million.
The third campaign was the amnesty campaign. This was targeted at employers who had failed to take out a
Workcover policy and provided an amnesty period. of one month, whereby, if they took out a policy in that period, they
would avoid the normal penalties for not having a policy.
The amnesty campaign resulted in an additional $7 million in premium in 1993-94 with an estimated ongoing
additional premium of $3 million to $4 million annually.
The campaign, which ran only in 1993, cost $1 030 453.
The fourth and most important campaign is 'Safety - think it, talk it, work it' and is designed to prevent injuries in the
workplace. Reduction of injuries will not only reduce costs for employers but will relieve workers from the pain and
suffering caused by preventable injuries.
The prevention campaign began in 1993-94 and cost $142 000 in that year. With the emphasis now on prevention, the
cost of the campaign increased in 1994-95 to $4.236 million. Cost for this campaign from 1 July 1995 to 30 April 1996 is
$3.159 million.
A sub-set of this fourth campaign is the prevention pilot program in the Ballarat region where a range of advertising
media were used to promote specific solutions for Ballarat region workplaces. This project is Operation Safety.
Cost for the Operation Safety advertising campaign which ran November 1995 to December 1995 is $260 289.
2.
Former Health and Safety Organisation
Since October 1992, Health and Safety conducted three advertising campaigns.
Farm Safety Campaign - March-June 1995
Purpose: Aimed at people working and living on, or visiting farms to raise their awareness about the risks to health and
safety on farms and changing attitudes and practices
TOTAL COST
$412577
Plant Safety Campaign (May-June 1995)
Purpose: to inform clients of the existence of the new plant regu1ationc; and the opportunity created for
self-management of duties. The new regulation replaced 36 prescriptive and outdated regulations under four different
acts. The campaign promoted the simplification of the new legislation for plant safety which should make it easier for
business to implement and manage risk controls for plant
TOTAL COST
~2~
Explosives Amnesty Ouly, August, November, December 1995)
Purpose: to inform community about the amnesty in order to increase community awareness of public health and
safety risks associated with all types of explosives and to efficiently and significantly reduce the quantities of unwanted
explosives in the community.
TOTAL COST
$37774
(ll)
Details of the advertising budget for 1992-93 and 1993-94 were provided to the honourable member in answer to
his question number 65 (see Hansard No. 4 page 882, 11.4.95). The total advertising budget for the Finance
portfolio for the 1994-95 financial year was $7 410 595. This figure includes the budget for the Victorian
Workcover AuthOrity.

Roads and Ports: advertising
(Question No. 33)

Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Minister for Transport, for the Minister for Roads and Ports:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the details are of all advertising
campaigns since 3 October 1992 to date, indicating - (i) the purpose of each campaign; and (ll) the total advertising
budget in his ministerial portfolio for 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 financial years.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Transport) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Roads and Ports is:
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Department of Infrastructure
Advertising was undertaken by the fonner Department of Transport for numerous purposes related to public notices,
regulations and recruitment It is not practicable to identify advertising attributable to the Roads and Ports portfolio
from the general accounts and records of the fonner department. Should the honourable member describe a specific
advertising campaign, every effort will be made to provide relevant information.
The following information has been provided in respect of the current agencies within the Roads and Ports portfolio:
Port of Melbourne Authority
Total Advertising
Budget

1992-93
1993-94
1994-95

$195633
$250080
$258497

The authority undertook a wide range of advertising for numerous purposes, including general advertising, tenders,
public notices. To provide the further detailed information being sought by the honourable member would require the
expenditure of considerable time and resources which cannot be justified.
Melbourne Port Corporation
As the Melbourne Port Corporation only came into operation on 1 March 1996, there is no relevant information
available.
Melbourne Ports Services
Melbourne Ports Services Pty Ltd was not in existence at the time in question.
Victorian Channels Authority
The Victorian Channels Authority became operational on 1 March 1996, outside the terms of the question.
Marine Board of Victoria
The board has advised that information is not retained in a form which provides for the easy identification of
information relating to specific advertising campaigns. To undertake the necessary search of the board's records and
extract such information would require considerable time and resources which could not be justified.
Roads Corporation
The following advertising campaigns were undertaken by the corporation since October 1992:
'Be Alert When We're at Work' Campaign Cost
$70000
Purpose:
To improve driver awareness, attitude and behaviour at roadwork sites for the safety of drivers and those
who work on the roads.
Left-Turn Right-Turn Campaign and Speed Limit Campaign (Stage 1) Cost
$234 732
Purpose:
To communicate to the public changes to priority rules for left-hand turns.
To communicate to the public changes to speed limits on major arterial roads.
An additional $5040 was spent on post~paign evaluation.
Speed Limit Campaign (Stage 2) Cost
$39409
Purpose:
To communicate to the public changes to speed limits on major arterial roads.
Hoddle Street TOW-Away Zones Campaign Cost
$8077
Purpose:
To communicate the importance of the city-bound bus lane between Eastern Freeway and Victoria Parade.
Drink-Driving Law Changes
Cost
$8190
Purpose:
To communicate to the drivers affected changes to drink-driving laws.
Custom Registration Plates Cost
$15637
Purpose:
To promote custom registration plates as an alternative to general issue plates for motor vehicles.
Roundabout Advertising Campaign Cost
$87609
Purpose:
To communicate to the public the correct use of multi-lane roundabouts.
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Loading Zone Campaign Cost
$30000
Purpose:
To create awareness to changes to loading zones to improve access to these zones for business and courier
services.
Heavy Vehicle Refonn Package Cost:
$95741
Purpose:
To create awareness and acceptance of national refonns to the heavy vehicle industry.
The corporation advised that the budgets as represented by actual expenditure in 1993-94 and 1994-95 were $548 975
and $558 750 respectively. These amounts relate to advertising for a range of purposes which include public notices for
road closures and roadworks, planning matters, changes to laws and regulations, property acquisitions and
employment vacancies.
Budget figures for 1992-93 are not readily available due to a change to a new accounting system since that time. The
time and resources required to extract the information would impose a considerable and unreasonable burden on the
agency.

Treasury: electricity advertising
(Question No. 44)
Mr P ANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer:
What the cost is to date of electricity advertisement titled 'Electricity Prices Continue to Fall' and 'Facts on Electricity
Dispel the Myths' printed in all daily, suburban and country newspapers, indicating - (a) dates advertisements were
placed; (b) placement of advertisements; and (c) to whom each contract was awarded and whether tenders were called.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer is:
(a)
(b)
(c)

d)

The total cost of advertising placement was $21 325.10.
Advertisements were placed between October and November 1995.
Advertisements were placed in the following papers:
Ballarat Courier, Bendigo Advertiser, Brimbank Messenger, Castlemaine Mail, Hume Observer, Frankston
Standard, Moonee Valley Gazette, Geelong Advertiser, Heidelberger, Latrobe Valley Express, Sunraysia Daily,
Momington Mail, Momington Flyer, Preston Post Times, Warrnambool Standard, Baimsdale Advertiser,
Cranbourne Times, Moreland Courier, Freepress Yarra Ranges, A1bury Border Mail, Bacchus Melton Telegraph,
Echuca Riverine Herald, Ringwood Croydon Mail, I<nox News, Melbourne Times, Oakleigh Springvale Times,
Shepparton News, Tatura/Kyabram Guardian, Werribee Banner, Western Times, Williamstown Advertiser,
Phillip Island Star, Lake Sunshine Post, Great South Star, Momington and South Peninsula Mail, Moreland
Sentinel, and Wangaratta Chronicle.
Placement of advertising was organised through the government appointed media agency, Leeds Media.

Victorian Government Purchasing Board: media contracts
(Question No. 45)
Mr P ANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
What total costs were incurred by the Victorian Government Purchasing Board in seeking to tender for new state
government media buying contracts prior to extending the media buying contract with Leeds Media for six months?

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
The cost incurred by the Victorian Government Purchasing Board in seeking to tender for the new Master Agency
Media Service contract prior to extending the contract with Leeds Media for six months has been estimated at $10 536.
This figure includes staff salaries, tender advertisements, courier charges and photocopying.
It was necessary for the board to recall the original tender and extend the contract with Leeds Media pending the
outcome of an appeal by the Media Council of Australia and the Advertising Federation of Australia into a decision of
the Trade Practices Commission to revoke the authorisation of the accreditation system for advertising agencies.
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Treasury: annual reports
(Question No. 68)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the total cost was of annual
reports for the 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 financial years.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer is:
DEPARTMENT OF lREASURY
The cost of the annual reports was included with the overall cost of printing and publications. The time and resources
required. to provide the infonnation for the years 1992-93 and 1993-94 cannot be justified in this instance.
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
$ 3450 (in-house).
1992-93
1993-94
$10701 (design/editing in-house).
DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY AND FINANCE
$24455
1994-95
RURAL FINANCE CORPORATION
$79726
1992-93
1993-94
$79726
$79 726
1994-95
TREASURY CORPORATION OF VICTORIA
$77165.51
1992-93
1993-94
$54026.41
1994-95
$38915.00
STATE REVENUE OFFICE
$19000""
1992-93
1993-94
$19000
$470001994-95
... The cost of the annual report is not available but is estimated not to be greater than the cost of the 1993-94 annual
report.
...... The higher cost in 1994-95 relates to the SRO using an external design house.
TRANSPORT ACCIDENT COMMISSION
1992-93
$81 828
1993-94
$81990
1994-95
$95822

Finance: annual reports
(Question No. 75)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what the total cost was of annual
reports for the 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95 financial years.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
Former Department of Finance
1992-93
$ 3450 (completed in-house)
1993-94
$10701 <Design and editing completed in-house)
Department of Treasury and Finance
1994-95
$24455
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Office of the Regulator-General
1994-95
$23309 (Initial annual report)
Victorian Workcover Authority
1992-93
$38470
$41280
1993-94
$50845
1994-95
Government Employee Housing Authority
Not available
1992-93
1993-94
$3440
1994-95
$1920
Documentation which would reveal the cost of the 1992-93 annual report of the former Government Employee Housing
Authority has been archived. The time and resources to retrieve this information cannot be justified. However, the total
cost is believed to be similar to the cost of the 1993-94 report.

Roads and Ports: advertising
(Question No. 86)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Minister for Transport, for the Minister for Roads and Ports:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what was the total advertising budget
for 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Transport) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Roads and Ports is:
The financial records of the former Department of Transport are not in a form which would enable the easy
identification of accurate information which relates specifically to the Roads and Ports portfolio. To undertake the
necessary research to identify such information would involve a considerable amount of time and resources which
could not be justified. Advertising is carried out for a range of purposes mainly for public notices such as regulations
and for recruitment.
Should the honourable member identify a particular advertising campaign, every effort will be made to provide
relevant information.
The following relevant information is provided in respect of the current agencies within the Roads and Ports portfolio:
Roads Corporation

Total
Advertising Budget

Campaign
Advertising

1992-93

N/A*

$317849

1993-94

$699829

$150845

1994-95

$684491

$125 741

.. Budget figures for 1992-93 are not readily available due to a change in a new accounting system since that time.
The time and resources required to extract the information would impose a considerable and unreasonable
burden on the agency.
The advertising budget allocation is used for a range of purposes which include public notices for road closures and
roadworks, planning matters, changes to road laws and regulations, property acquisition, employment vacancies and
other miscellaneous advertising.
Marine Board of Victoria
There is no specific budget allocation made for advertising in the accounting records of the Marine Board. The board's
advertisements include subjects relating to public notices, regulations and vacancies.
To undertake the necessary research to identify the detailed information being sought would involve a considerable
amount of time and resources which could not be justified. Should the honourable member identify a particular area of
interest, every effort will be made to provide relevant information.
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Port of Melbourne Authority

Total
Advertising Budget
1992-93

$195633

1993-94

$250080

1994-95

$258497

Melbourne Port Corporation
As the Melbourne Port Corporation was not operational until 1 March 1996, there is no relevant information available
for the time in question.
Melbourne Ports Services
Melbourne Ports Services Pty Lld was not in existence at the time in question.
Victorian Channels Authority
As the Victorian Channels Authority only came into operation on 1 March 1996, there is no relevant information
available.

Finance: advertising
(Question No. 88)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, what was the total advertising budget
for 1992-93,1993-94 and 1994-95?

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
Former Deparbnent of Finance
Year
Budget
1994-95
$330 428
Details of the advertising budget for 1992-93 and 1993-94 were provided to the honourable member in answer to his
question no. 65 (see weekly Hansard No. 4, page 882, 11.4.95).
The Victorian Workcover Authority and the former Health and Safety Organisation merged on 2 July 1996. The former
Health and Safety Organisation was the portfolio responsibility of the Minister for State Development. The merged
organisation, the Victorian Workcover Authority, is the portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Finance. Answers are
given separately for the authority and the former Health and Safety Organisation as follows:
Victorian Workcover Authority:
1.
The total advertising budgets of the Victorian Workcover Authority for the financial years:
1992-93*
$2 062 000
1993-94
$6 070 453
1994-95
$6 322 000
(*Period covers Workcare and Workcover. The Workcover Authority was formed on 1 December 1992.)
2.
Former Health and Safety Organisation
The following figure represents total media buying expenditure for the years listed:
Not available
1992-93
1993-94
$159966
1994-95
$758167
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Finance: advertising
(Question No. 89)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, whether he will provide details of
advertising campaigns over $10000 conducted from 3 October 1992 to date, indicating the purpose and cost of each
campaign.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
I refer the honourable member to my response to question 23.

Treasury: consultancies
(Question No. 109)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for the periods 3 October 1992 to

30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995, what the details are of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (a) date; (b) cost; (c) purpose; (d) name and address of consultant; (e) recommendations made; (f) action
taken in response to any recommendations; and (g) whether tenders were called.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer is:
Given the breadth of the member's question and the amount of detail required to provide a full response, it is felt that
the time and resources required to provide an answer cannot be justified in this instance; however, a list of
consultancies commissioned may be obtained from the annual reports of the department and its agencies.

Finance: consultancies
(Question No. 119)

Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for the periods 3 October 1992 to

30 October 1993, and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995, what the details are of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (a) date; (b) cost; (c) purpose; (d) name and address of consultant; (e) recommendations made; (f) action
taken in response to any recommendations; and (g) whether tenders were called.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
A list of consultants engaged is published in annual reports of agencies within the finance portfolio. The time and
resources to provide the additional detailed information requested cannot be justified.

Gaming: consultancies
(Question No. 125)

Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Attorney-General, for the Minister for Gaming:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, for the periods 3 October 1992 to
30 October 1993 and 1 June 1994 to 23 November 1995, what the details are of each consultancy commissioned,
indicating - (a) date; (b) cost; (c) purpose; (d) name and address of consultant; (e) recommendations made; (f) action
taken in response to any recommendations; and (g) whether tenders were called.
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Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Gaming is:
The Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority and its predecessors, the Victorian Gaming Commission and the Victorian
Casino Control Authority, have published in annual reports certain infonnation relating to consultancies engaged in
each financial year. To provide all of the details sought by the honourable member would involve considerable research
which cannot be justified given the available time and resources of the authority. Should the honourable member
identify a specific consultancy or area of concern, every effort will be made to provide relevant infonnation.

Treasury: publications
(Question No. 141)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer:
In relation to the restructure of the electricity, gas and water industries since 3 October 1992 to date, whether he will

provide details of all publications produced to date, including - (a) title; (b) date of issue; (c) details of distribution,
including numbers and cost; (d) number printed; (e) cost of production; (f) purpose of production; (g) who was it
printed by; and (h) whether tenders were called.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer is:
The government has prepared and issued a series of infonnation booklets and leaflets on various aspects of GBE
reform.
(a), (b), (d), (e) and (g) are dealt with in the chart below, which gives details of publications specifically relating to the
restructure of the electricity, gas and water industries.
In response to (c), these publications are generally distributed Over time, on request, without charge. When a
publication is first produced, quantities are sent to interested parties - e.g., the reforming GBE, MPs, government
departments, consumer and business groups.
In response to (f), the information is prepared so the public and other interested parties may be kept informed about the
government's intentions and activities in GBE reform.
In response to (h):
public tenders are required where the cost exceeds $50 000;
(1)
(2)
this does not apply to any of the jobs listed below;
(3)
for amounts between $2000 and $50 000 three written quotes are called.
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., Electricity (title)

Electricity Supply
Industry in Victoria - A
Competiliw: Fwtrur SwfNfIDI'Y (1200)
Electricity SlIpply
Indllstry in Victoria - A
CompditiYt: Fwhur

blDateof
laaue
October 1993
(DTI)

dl No. printed

., Printing co.t

III Printer

2500

$2323

Lane Printing

Oc:tober 1993

2500

$8905

Lane Printing

Lanc Prinling;

(Dn:)

(SOpp)

Refonrring Victoria's
Electricity Indwstry SiDgr
2 (3600)

Febnwy 1994
(DTI)

4900 (iDcludes
4 rcprinlS)

$9389

Refof'Prllng Victoria's
Electricity I",lustry - A
SIIIftIJUIrY ofReforms

December 1994

8850 (iDcludes
3 reprints)

$33946

Lane Printing

March 1995
(OPe)

15,250

$7175

Fast

May 1995
(ORG,OTI)

2000

$1604

AJphaVolPhics

May 1995
(ORG,DTf)
Novembc:rI995
(DTF)

2000

Snap

600

$950 (cost shared
byORG)
$2700

Snap

lIO

$77

Snap

(DTI)

Alphagnphics

(lIOpp)

The Privatisation ofthr
SEC: Your 20 Questions
Answnd (BoclIcJet 16pp)
Choicr 0/Electricity
SlIpplier J MW IISrn

Impressions

(l6pp)

TarifJOrtkr Brirfing
PocJc (8 A4 sheets)
Reforming the £SI - A
Brighter Futlln for All
Victorians
As.rorted fact mflflts (14
A4sbeeu)
.) Water (title)

Reforming Victoria's
Watrr Industry-A
COIfIpt!titiYt: Flltrur

NoYemberI995
(D1FL
b) 0 . of
iaaue
0cI0bc:r 1993
(On:)

d) No. printed

.) Printing co.t

g) Printer

630 (iDcludcs I
Rprinl)

$1428

FastCop)';

AJphagraphics

(36pp)

Reforming Vie's Water
IndMstry -A Plan/or
Ref_o/NonMetropoJitlln Urban
Watl!/' Awtlroritifls (12111')
Reforming Victoria's
WaIfIr Indlutry • Worlcing
Group Report 011 RwaJ
Drlllking Water Qaul/ity
(48pp)
Refonrring Victoria's
Watflr Indlutry· Report
on ElJlwflllt SIondDrds
FIW nfIW WGler bruirlUSfls

March 1994
(DCNR. On:)

3000

S2952

July 1994
(DCNR. MCS)

700

S1120

inMe~(2pp)

(DTF)

KwCop)';
Alphagraphics

Gooch IIId
Harrod

CollUDCl'Cial
PriDlers
July 1994

1050

S4B40

Graemc Sbaw
Printing

4000 (iDCIodcs
1 repriJlt)

SI987

Tudor PriDlcty.

(DCNR,EPA)

Services

ScpccmbeJ 1994

thRJughD.

Hauser cl
Associales
RefOl'fllfing Victoria's
Water Intbaby • 17Ie
Restrllctrued
Metropolitan Industry
(36pp)
Re/onrring Victoria's
Water Indlutry - RrgiOflal
StnlClW"fI for NOIIMetropoliUm Urban
Water Authorities (54110)
Use Pays - A Fainr
Systetfl o/Water Charging
(2pp)

January 1995
(On:)

2300 (iDcludes
1 R:priDl)

S3678

Lanc Printing

Juoe 1995

5000

SI2382

A cl GFinc:
Printing

2000

S994

Spectra Litho.
through O.

(DCNR, DTf)

May 1995
(DTF)

Hauscr cl
Associates

_I Gaa ,title)
17Ie Gas Industry in
VictOria - A COIftpt!ti~
Fwtlln InfonNllion Paper
No. J (28pp)

b) Date of

d) No. print8d

.) Printing co.t

glPrim.r

lsaue
September 1994
(OTF)

3000
plus 100 extra

S5846

Lane Printing;
AJphagrapbics

aJVers

(includes 2
reprinlS)
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Treasury: staffing
(Question No. 148)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, whether he will provide details relating
to staffing levels for the financial years 1992-93,1993-94 and 1994-95.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer is :
The infonnation required by the member may be obtained from the annual reports of the department and its agencies.

Finance: staffing
(Question No. 150)
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS asked the Treasurer, for the Minister for Finance:
In respect of each department, agency and authority within his administration, whether he will provide details relating
to staffing levels for the financial years 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Finance is:
The infonnation being sought by the honourable member is readily available in the published annual reports of
agencies within the finance portfolio.
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ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 8 October 1996

The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 2.05 p.m. and read the prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Hospitals: funding
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question to the Premier concerns the Victorian
health system. I refer him to the statement by Or Ken
5ikaris reported today that patients at Monash
Medical Centre and 5t Vincent's Hospital were
rou~ely reclassified for the purpose of securing
funding and also to statements that patients were
booked into phantom wards to avoid incurring
penalties. Will the government change its public
hospital funding mechanisms that are apparently
forcing hospitals to rig their waiting lists and trolley
time waiting lists too?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I thank the
honourable member for his question, and I notice yet
again that he has had to rely on someone else to do
his work. An article in one of the newspapers
today - again like the articles on gaming and, more
recently, on the judicial system - relied very much
on anonymous contributions. That is fine; we have
come to expect that, and no-one on this side of the
house-Mrs Wilson interjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT - I cannot hear what she is
saying.
. 'f1:te ~PEAKER - Order! The Premier will ignore
mteI'Jecttons.
Mr KENNETT - No-one on this side of the
house doubts that health systems in Victoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, Western Australia and
internationally are going through extremely
challenging periods. That is happening for a number
~f re~sons,.not necessarily of this state's causing. The
first IS ObViously the commitment of the federal
government, be it Labor or Liberal, to maintaining
Medicare. That sets parameters for the states, which
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have to work in an environment in which they
actually do not determine the outcome.
The second reason is the unfortunate issue of the
public's walking away from private health
insurance. The third is the introduction not only of
new technology for equipment that is very
expensive and quickly obsolete but also of new
medicines. The final reason is the challenge we face
~f ~ ageing population and the fact that people are
livmg longer. All those issues have come together to
put pressure on the health systems in Victoria,
Australia and around the Western world.
We ~ave a1re~dy made a number of changes: firstly,
the mtroductton of case mix, which I understood the
opposition supported; secondly, the introduction of
a system of networks to try to make the
administration of our hospital systems better; and,
thirdly, as my colleague the Minister for Health in
another place will shortly be announcing, the
introduction of the next stage of ensuring that as
productively as possible we can address the
requirement - Mr Leighton - You mean more closures?
Mr KENNETT - That interjection is typical of an
individual who has no future and has only a past
from which he continually tries to crawl. The health
system here or in any other state will not improve if
people are not prepared to recognise the changes
that have taken place and are not prepared to make
the changes that will ultimately provide for the
better distribution of the health dollar.
To date the government has spent about $5 billion or
one-third of its budget on the human services
portfolio, and of that about $2 billion was spent on
hospitals.
The only important thing to understand is that we
~ this side are progressively trying to address the
ISsue, whereas when those on the opposite side had
the opportunity of putting forward a health policy at
the last election they failed to do so. The report that
the opposition will be considering this weekend
about the failure of the Labor Party states that it has
no policy.
Mr Dollis interjected.
Mr KENNETI -If the honourable member for
Richmond had been half a deputy leader one of his
responsibilities would have been to drive policy
development over his past three years as deputy.
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You have not even opened the gate. You have been
an unmitigated failure.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr KENNEIT - And you are the other failure!
The SPEAKER - Order! the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition will contain himself.

Mr Brumby - Mr Speaker, I raise a point of
order on the question of relevance. The Premier has
studiously avoided any reference to the issue of
phantom wards or to the rigging of hospital waiting
lists. He can make all the claims he likes, but the
Premier knows that phantom wards have been
created and that hospital lists are being rigged
because the health system is in crisis.
The SPEAKER - Order! the Leader of the
Opposition knows that remarks addressed to the
Premier or to any other minister must relate to the
question. The Chair is not in a position to dictate the
answer given. I believe the Premier has been
answering in relation to the question in general. If it
does not suit the Leader of the Opposition he may
ask the next question.
Mr KENNEIT - The government continues to
monitor carefully what is happening in the health
system, which is why it is releasing this program
over the next three weeks. It will not be easy for
some hospitals, but it is absolutely necessary as the
next stage to try to address the challenges faced by
the government.

Mr Batchelor - We have been waiting for that a
long time.
Mr KENNETI - Unlike you this government
has never lied to the public. The honourable member
opposite, who is renowned for going out in front of
the public and saying he had nothing to do with a
seam that he actually orchestrated - The SPEAKER - Order! That has nothing to do
with the question. I ask the Premier to round off his
answer to the question asked by the Leader of the
Opposition.
Mr KENNETI - Along the way in health
administration the government monitors changes
and challenges that confront it from time to time.
That monitoring of the changes and cases where
there are abuses are taken up by the department and
investigated when information is made available. I
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have no information whatsoever about the claims
that the Leader of the Opposition makes. If he is
relying on one report, so be it, and that will be
looked at.
Mr Brumby - Numerous reports!
Mr KENNETI - Where are the numerous
reports? There will be a bit of emotion on the Labor
Party side between now and the weekend, but I can
assure the opposition that while it continues to
digest its own failings internally, the government
will get on and deliver the health services that
Victorians expect.

Drugs: education strategy
Ms BURKE (Prahran) - Will the Premier inform
the house about the measures taken by the
government to address the problems associated with
illicit drugs in Victoria?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - Just on four months
ago the Parliament had a debate on the question of
drugs and the havoc they cause in our society. I
guess the events in Queensland over the weekend
reinforced the dangers of drugs, particularly for
young people, and the ever-changing nature of the
associated problems we face trying to come to grips
with them.

The government has adopted the vast majority of the
recommendations outlined in the report of the
Penington inquiry into drugs. Those
recommendations were outlined in the
government's Turning the Tide report. Since then we
have established a ministerial subcommittee of
cabinet, which has now met six times. The
government has also upgraded and significantly
streamlined the membership of the senior officers
coordinating committee to make sure that we put
into practice the sorts of policies that were
underlined in the Penington report.
For the next three years the government has already
identified programs totalling more than $30 million.
This is new money that will be spent on the drug
issue in terms of education, prevention - through
education in part but also other methods - and,
obviously, treatment. Tenders have already been let
for the production of a booklet that will be produced
independently but professionally for distribution to
all Victorian households in early 1997. The booklet is
designed to help not only children but also,
importantly, to try to help adults recognise and
understand the sorts of drugs available in our
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society, because there is no doubt that a lot of adults
have no idea about the drugs that are circulating and
so they have no idea what to look for.
A program for the development of individual school
drug education strategies has been finalised. A
community participation program has been
developed that will support community-generated
partnerships. This is designed specifically to
minimise the harm caused by illicit drugs. Up to
$750 000 will be available to fund such projects, and
that amounts to about $100 000 each. The
government has also given approval for the
establishment of a youth substance abuse service to
provide outreach to young people who have drug
abuse problems.
A great deal has been done and a great deal more
will be done. It is one of those issues that I think
should cut across party political lines. None of us
can deal with this issue easily: however well we try
to educate society some people will ignore that
education and will fall victim to drugs in the way
demonstrated at the weekend.
My ministerial colleagues associated with this
matter in one or other areas will be making further
announcements during the week. The government
has given high priority to this expenditure. I only
hope that through our endeavours, although we do
not expect a dramatic overnight change, if we are
able to pursue this policy consistently for a number
of years we will make some real inroads into the
way drugs are unfortunately being used by young
people with, in many cases, devastating effects.

293

Mr KENNE'IT (premier) - As I have said many
times, we on this side direct all of our endeavours
towards good government, which is obviously very
well respected by members of the community, who
overwhelmingly look to us and reject both the
honourable member for Niddrie and the honourable
member for Broadmeadows, who are political
retreads in the true sense of the word.
I cannot spend all of my time trying to educate the
honourable member for Broadmeadows about why
he can or cannot read budget documents.
As I have said, we are committed not only to the
health system but also to making those decisions
which should have been made by the previous
Labor government but were not and which should
have been supported by the opposition leading up
to the last election but were not. Once again the ALP
failed to deliver a health policy to the people of
Victoria, which was one of the reasons the public
overwhelmingly re-endorsed this coalition's
governing the state.

Mr Dollis - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
Premier is good with the broad brush but whenever
he is asked a specific question he refuses to answer.
On the point of relevance, it is about time the
Premier dealt with the specific question he was
asked instead of avoiding it, which just shows the
house that he does not have a clue about his own
budget.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Richmond has a point, but there is no
point of order.

Hospitals: funding
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his statement of just a few
minutes ago that he has never lied to the Victorian
public. How does he reconcile this with his claim
that the state budget contains an extra $55 million
for hospitals, when the funding guidelines that were
sent to Victorian hospitals recently state that only an
additional $40 million is to be provided, from which
productivity savings of 1.5 per cent or $32 million
must be deducted together with unfunded staff pay
rises, which will cost $50 million, leaving hospitals,
Premier, $42 million worse off, not $55 million?
When have you ever lied to the Victorian public?

The SPEAKER - Order! I ask members when
they are addressing questions to address their
remarks to the Chair; likewise ministers when they
are responding to address their remarks to the Chair.

Mr KENNElT - As the opposition will find out
in the next few weeks, the government's
commitment to the delivery of good health services
is contained not only in the budget - Mr Micallef - You'd better start soon!

Mr KENNEIT - Why?
Mr Micallef - Because you're way behind!

Mr KENNEIT - There are 1, 2, 3, 4 - right up
to 29 on your side. How many do we have over
here? There are 58! I like those odds.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr KENNE'IT - This just shows how far behind
the Labor Party is with its health policy. The
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honourable member interjects that we are 1000 beds
behind. The number of beds is not a measure today,
nor will it be in the future, of the quality of the
health system. It is the number of patients - Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr KENNE1T - 1bis is the bane of an
opposition that wants to be taken seriously! The
measure is the number of patients that are treated.
One of the success stories since we came to office in
1992 is that the hospital system treats approximately
150 000 more people a year than it used to. When
you look at our position on health, particularly in
the next few weeks, you will find that we are
absolutely committed to change and to making the
decisions that the Labor Party did not even address
in developing its policy before the last election. It is
likely that when the opposition sees the statement
we will release in three weeks time it will endorse it,
just as it has endorsed most of our policies over the
past few weeks.

Drugs: education strategy
Mr DIXON (Dromana) - Will the Minister for
Education inform the house of developments in
drug education in Victorian schools?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I thank the
honourable member for his question because he has
had a long and deep involvement in the education of
young people and therefore has a considerable
understanding of the threat that drugs of addiction
pose to children during their school lives.

Most of us are concerned that from time to time
young people in the school environment and the
general community come into contact with drugs
and that they present difficult challenges for them.
As the Premier said earlier, the recent events in
Queensland have brought the issue home
dramatically.
The government has responded in a progressive,
thoughtful and proper manner to the discussion that
arose from the Penington report. I am pleased to be
able to inform the house that I have instructed the
Department of Education to include drug education
as a core component of the school curriculum from
the first term of 1997 so that individual school drug
education strategy programs will be developed.
Next year more than 800 schools - both
government and non-government - will be
included in a government-sponsored drug education
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program, with a further 800 schools taking part in
1998.
The government has committed some $13.9 million
from the Community Support Fund to be directed
specifically to education over the next three years.
Other statements to be made during the week will
relate to parts of the overall strategy. At the end of
that period we will be able to re-examine the
program and assess and develop the funding that
will be required in future years. It is important to
understand future requirements.
The schools taking part in the program - two lots of
800 - will be selected on regional bases, but those
schools whose communities wish to participate in
the first round will be given priority. We want the
most interested, needy, committed and involved to
have the opportunity. In any program like this it is
important to make sure that we have full
cooperation and that we provide the necessary
training and assistance to the dedicated teachers in
our schools. To that end, teams of regional drug
education facilitators will be responsible for teacher
training and parent support. There will be
commitment all the way through the program.

In addition, groups of parent educators will be
trained to provide a range of drug education
programs that are tailored to meet the needs of
parents. We recognise, as did all members of
Parliament when the debate on the Penington report
took place, that drug education does not stop at the
schoolyard: it is a much wider community issue.
However, there is no better place to start than within
the school and its extended community. We will
support facilitators, teachers and parents in their
work by producing comprehensive drug education
resource kits for schools to enhance their ability to
respond to issues associated with illicit drug use. It
is important that there is a reference point and that
we provide material to assist all those within the
school community to undertake the tremendous task
that is in front of them.
Alongside the core drug education program, in
seven schools we intend running a specialised
project called Connect, which will provide the
broader school community with various models
which it can adapt to its own particular needs. One
of the important features of the government
education program is that those individual
programs will relate to the specific needs of
particular school communities. I am sure honourable
members understand that because requirements in
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one part of the state may not be the same as those in
other parts, we have to provide flexibility.
Professor Penington made specific mention of the
work that is going on in various centres in Victoria,
and we should promote that. Drug education is of
great concern to all honourable members so I am
sure they will agree that this very positive
seven-point approach should have a Significant
impact on the education of young people and their
understanding of the use of illicit drugs. I hope it has
the support of every honourable member.

Hospitals: funding
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I ask the Premier
whether the government will ask the
Auditor-General to independently investigate the
rigging of waiting lists, particularly the following:
the creation of phantom wards to artificially reduce
trolley waiting lists; a memorandum from the
Latrobe Regional Hospital asking doctors to
recategorise patients from category 2 to category 3;
the recategorisation in one month of about
500 patients at the Austin Hospital from category 2
to category 3; and the fact that in Victoria only 14 per
cent of patients are classified as urgent compared
with 43 per cent in New South Wales?
Mr KENNElT (Premier) - As I said before and I know the honourable member was not
listening, so I will repeat it: anything that arises in
the administration of the health system that seems to
be at any stage - Mr Micallef - Through the Chair!
Mr KENNElT - Thank you, Eddie. You don't
believe in prayers, but you think everything should
be directed through Mr Speaker, do you?
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr KENNETI - I cannot continue under such a
barrage of interjections!

The SPEAKER - Order! I am grateful to the
honourable member for Springvale for his
assistance, but I think the Chair can intervene where
necessary.
Mr KENNETI - As I said before, if any
irregularities come to our attention during the
operation of health or education services, of course
they will be investigated by the appropriate
authority, and that is the Department of Human
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Services. The responsibility lies with the line
minister, whether it be education, health or a matter
for me. I say to the honourable member for Albert
Park: if you have any information - Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr KENNETI - You might just hand over the

Age; that might be the full extent of your research;
that would be your policy document! Let's face it: if
you have specific information, we would be pleased
to receive it, particularly if it proves up those claims.
If you just hand over the Age and all its anonymous
sources, that is a different matter altogether.
I again remind the honourable member for Albert
Park that he was the shadow minister who failed his
party and the health sector by simply not developing
health policy going into the last election.
Mr Brumby - I raise a point of order,
Mr Speaker, on the question of relevance. The
Premier has been asked a specific question. He has
been given detailed information about cases of
rigging of hospital waiting lists and trolley treatment
times. He has been asked whether he will refer this
matter to the Auditor-General for investigation. He
studiously avoids answering the question. Will he
refer this matter to the Auditor-General for
consideration and report to Parliament?
The SPEAKER - Order! I uphold the point of
order. The development of policy by the honourable
member for Albert Park or anyone else is not an
answer to the question. I ask the Premier to round
off his answer.
Mr KENNElT - I know the Leader of the
Opposition is nervous and has to get through the
weekend. I enjoyed reading the document on your
failure and that of your party. I have answered the
question.
Mr Batchelor - You have not.
Mr KENNETI - Yes, I have. If any irregularities
come to the attention of the government or the
public, obviously they will be taken on board by, in
the first place, the department, with the
responsibility being with the minister. I know the
Leader of the Opposition may not like that, but that
is the normal course for anything that comes to our
attention that may be outside the norm. As I said, if
the honourable member for Albert Park has any
information, I suggest he put it up.
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Mr Thwaites - Here is - -
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ago Victoria had floods that inundated much of the
north-east and the Goulbum Valley.

The SPEAKER - Order! Is there a point of order?

Mr Thwaites - I hand to the Premier a statement
from the Latrobe hospital - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member will take his place.

HumeWeir
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - Will the
Minister for Agriculture and Resources inform the
house of the current condition of the Hume Weir
and advise the house what action the government is
taking about the weir?

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I thank the honourable member for his
question, and I thank other members who have
made representations about the Hume Weir issue.
The situation is that the Hume Weir is controlled by
the Murray-Darling Basin Commission and
managed by the New South Wales equivalent of my
department.
The reservoir is at full capacity; there has been some
marginal movement in the reservoir, which has
caused some concern. As a result the
Murray-Darling Basin Commission has decided to
attempt to lower the level of the weir by 2 metres
within the next two weeks and hopes to lower it by
5 metres by the end of December. That will equate to
about 30 per cent of the capacity of the Hume Weir.
To put it into perspective, the total capacity of the
weir is about six times that of Sydney Harbour.
There is a lot of water there!
We need to ensure that any minor issue about the
weir is inspected and the problem adequately
treated. There is no need for any immediate concern.
The commission is taking measures to allay concerns.
The additional release of water raises the issue of the
effects downstream from the Hume Weir probably
as far as the Yarrawonga weir and whether that
release could exacerbate any present minor flooding
there as a result of recent rainfall. The Victorian
government is certainly concerned about any
additional difficulty that could be created in the next
couple of weeks, but we must understand that often
at this time of year the reservoirs receive very high
intakes. The melting snows at this time of the year
result in further water catchments. I remind the
house that in the first week of October three years

As for other Victorian water reservoirs, the
Dartmouth Dam is full and spilling over and the
Eildon Weir has reached its capacity, so there is a lot
of water in the system to meet the demands of
irrigators. There is no danger of the summer
irrigation requirements not being met. All irrigators
in Victoria will have 100 per cent water rights, and
100 per cent sales have already been offered in the
Murray-Goulbum system. Recreational water users
may be affected.
The Murray-Darling Basin Commission has offered
support for farmers affected by floodwaters. Today
it has agreed to make funds available for the
purchase of fodder and to provide boats and staff to
assist in the delivery of fodder to stock that may be
stranded in areas affected by the high water levels.
We must get the best results. We are concerned
about any impact the water release may have on the
rural community. We must ensure that the Hume
Weir is managed in the best possible fashion.
I have asked the commission why it allowed the
water in the Hume Weir to reach the levels it did
given that there have been some minor problems
with that reservoir in the past three or four years.
I was a little surprised it was allowed to get to full
capacity in the first place. I am awaiting a response
on that matter and on other measures the
commission may take to alleviate the problems faced
by farmers downstream.

Attorney-General: Elliott case
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer the
Attorney-General to the allegations by prosecutors
of the office of the DPP, as aired on Four Corners last
night, that the Premier instructed the
Attorney-General that all papers in relation to the
Elliott case should be locked away and that a new
lock be placed on the strongroom housing the
papers. What conversations did the
Attorney-General have with the Premier about the
Elliott case prior to taking such extraordinary action,
and what was the nature of such conversations?

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I was
otherwise occupied last night and did not see the
program to which the honourable member for
Niddrie referred. However, I am aware there are
some rumours regarding an incident some few
weeks ago in which the ABC was chasing a story, no
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doubt in conjunction with the honourable member
for Niddrie, that I had walked into the office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions, seized all the papers
to do with the Elliott affair - a whole roomful of
papers - and taken them back to my office.
Unfortunately for the honourable member, this
delightful story, which must have somehow
substituted me for Uonel Murphy, proved to have
no basis whatsoever.
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Batman Avenue to through traffic west of Swan
Street, thereby allowing Federation Square and the
Melbourne Park development to have river
frontages.
I envisage that the new road could be fairly wide
and have footpaths and bike paths and a possible
tram extension. I believe it will be an important
linkage in Melbourne's pedestrian and bicycle path
precincts. It will also offer the potential of
connecting the Batman A venue tram service with
the City Circle service, thereby improving service for
both commuters and those using the sporting
facilities. It is envisaged that after crossing the rail
yards the extension will proceed in an arc, passing
Melbourne Park before joining Batman Avenue.

The facts are that the papers relating to the Elliott
matter remain in the Office of Public Prosecutions.
They are being held securely in that office. I do not
know whether a new lock has been put on the door;
I have no idea whether or not the locks have been
changed. I understand that the documents are
securely held in that office and are under the control
of the senior prosecutor responsible for the Elliott
case, Mr Morgan-Payler, who has the ability to
authorise access to them for anyone who has an
appropriate need to gain access to them, such as
those people carrying out an inquiry on behalf of the
commonwealth Attorney-General.

The proximity of City Un!< to this proposal will
necessitate some integration of the two, especially in
the vicinity of the Domain Tunnel. As a result of this
association, the government will be commencing
preliminary discussions with Transurban at an early
date.

Roads: Federation Square

College of the Arts billboards

MI5 SHARDEY (Caulfield) - Will the Minister
for Planning and Local Government inform the
house of any consideration being given to possible
road linkages to Federation Square and the sports
and entertainment precinct?
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - Members will be aware of
press reports in which I have indicated that the
government is looking to address a number of
transport planning and development opportunities
in the eastern part of the central activities district,
the riverbank and the sports and entertainment
precinct. This possibility has arisen in the context of
the government's consideration of the development
of Federation Square. The government has examined
the possibility of a connection from the eastern end
of the city to the riverbank. A number of options
have been explored, including extending
Russell Street, Spring Street or Exhibition Street to
Batman Avenue.

As a result of the preliminary examination, I am
pleased to announce to Parliament that the
government has decided that the most logical
extension would be of Exhibition Street. The
proposed extension will greatly improve access to
the south-east corner of the central activities district
as well as circulation within the sports precinct and
Federation Square. It will also allow the closure of

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his role in forcing the covering
up of billboards which had been painted by students
at the Victorian College of the Arts. What role did
the Premier have in this decision? Did he, as has
been claimed, attempt to intimidate the college by
threatening the removal of its future funding?
Finally, how does the Premier square his decision
with his earlier comments on the importance of free
speech?
Mr KENNElT (Premier) - I have to declare on
behalf of the government that I have been
traumatised by the quality of the questions from
members of the opposition today - absolutely
traumatised! They have had since May to get some
questions of their own ready, based on their own
work. It is quite obvious that they have all been
travelling. If you look at the origin of all of today's
questions, you will see they have come from the
ABC, from Mr Couchman, or from the Age - so you
have the trifecta of the ABC, the Age and the ALP.
The quality of leadership from the other side is
abysmal and absolutely appalling. One can only
expect that this weekend's conference will notice no
difference at all - Mr Brumby - On a point of order - -
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The SPEAKER - Order! I think I can anticipate
the point of order. The Premier's remarks are not
relevant to the question. I ask him to answer the
specific question asked by the Leader of the
Opposition.

Transurban Oty Link project. As evidence of its
generosity the Transurban consortia made
available - -

Mr KENNElT - I regret I have not been invited
to the conference on Sunday because I would have
been prepared to tell your party members just where
you went wrong.

Mr KENNETf - So you think it is a laughing
matter. This is why I say the ALP has no
appreciation of things at all. Transurban made
available those panels to the College of the Arts to
give students the opportunity to display their works
in such a way that passing traffic would have access
to them.

Mr Brumby - We did not have Ron Walker
donating to our party.

Mr KENNETI - Do you want him to? You poor
little man!
The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier will
answer the question.

An opposition member interjected.

Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr KENNETf - You are upset that Ron Walker
did not give to the party as well.
Mr Batchelor - No.

Mr KENNElT - You are upset, aren't you?
No-one is donating to the Labor Partyparticularly Ron Walker.

The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier will
address the question.
Mr KENNElT - What was the question? I have
forgotten.
The SPEAKER - Order! It was in relation to the
hoardings.
Mr KENNETI - Over the past four years we
have spent a great deal of time revitalising the arts,
not only by giving young artists the opportunity to
have their talents recognised and to test themselves
against international standards by travelling but also
by putting a great deal of capital into the various
arts institutions. One of those institutions is,
obviously, the College of the Arts, which comes
under the umbrella of the University of Melbourne.
Normally you would not find governments putting
money into the College of the Arts. We put about
$2.5 million into its multimedia area about a year
and a half ago. Where there is a specific purpose, we
do help.
One of the things the arts community in general is
continually seeking in the marketplace is
sponsorship. It gets it regularly from government,
but increasingly the arts community is seeking it
from the private sector, trying to do more with the
moneys it gets. The signs along Grant Street, on the
boulevard coming into Melbourne along St Kilda
Road, were erected for the building of the

Mr KENNETI - So you are at odds with your
leader. Here we have a major difference of opinion.
Once again, there is no unity whatsoever within the
Labor Party. Those panels were made available to
the College of the Arts. Transurban made those
panels available to the students of the College of the
Arts. Concern was expressed about the words that
had been printed on them.
Mr Dollis - By whom?
Mr KENNETf - There were expressions of
concern about the words that had been printed.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETf - They were seen to be, backed
up by a young artist who was reported in
themedia--

Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr KENNETf - The day you make an
interjection that upsets any of us is yet to come. You
have a long way to go! However one interpreted
those words - Mr Dollis interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! I appeal to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to cease interjecting,
otherwise I will abandon the answer to the question
and go on with the business of the house.
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Mr KENNETI - Whether in the mind of the
beholder they were art is irrelevant. What is
important is ensuring that when people freely
donate-Mr Bracks interjected.

Mr KENNElT - The honourable member for
Williamstown has been quiet all question time. Tell
us what you are doing with John Landers at the
moment? Just tell us what you are doing with
Mr Landers and what you are trying to do with
David White and where you want him to be! Come
on, tell us all!
The SPEAKER - Order! The time for raising
questions has expired.

By Mr A. F. Plowman (1211 signatures)

Shop trading hours
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the people of the Greater City of
Bendigo as citizens of the state of Victoria sheweth the
concern of this people in regard to the proposed
deregulation of shopping hours in Victoria and the
opposition of this people to Sunday trading.
Your petitioners therefore pray:
1.

That the state government would not promote or
allow Sunday trading.

2.

That the state government give due regard to the
concerns of our small businesses, our families, our
churches and our community as we believe
Sunday trading would have a detrimental effect on
all the above.

3.

That the state government allow our community to
determine at a local level what is best for our
community and our quality of life in relation to
Sunday trading.

4.

That the state government declare the City of Greater
Bendigo to be a 'Sunday trading free zone'.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Towong Shire Council
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth their concern that Towong
Shire Council propose to relocate the administrative
centre of the shire from Corryong to Tallangatta,
without first satisfying the residents of the shire that
this decision, if made, is a correct and proper decision.
The residents say that a decision on this proposal
should not be made unless and until an independent
report has been prepared on all relevant matters
including cross-border resource-sharing implications,
relocation costs and savings, provision of shire services,
the special considerations applying to isolated
communities, future council amalgamations and the
socioeconomic impact on the communities of the shire.
Your petitioners therefore pray that a decision on the
proposal to relocate the administrative centre of the
Towong Shire Council be deferred until an
independent report has been prepared on all relevant
matters including cross-border resource sharing
implications, relocation costs and savings, provision of
shire services, the special considerations applying to
isolated communities, future council amalgamations
and the socioeconomic impact on the communities of
the Shire.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr John (7511 signatures)

Palliative care
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that the community of the
citizens of this state have continued to respect the
dignity of the elderly and tenninally ill by supporting
the provision of appropriate counselling and medical
treatment to give them the best possible quality of life.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray:
that human life be respected at all times;
that, by legislation and by the allocation of
resources, palliative care for the terminally ill be
supported and encouraged within the health care
system of Victoria;
that the act of euthanasia remain a criminal offence
within the state of Victoria and
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that on any occasion where it is known that
euthanasia has been practised, criminal
prosecutions according to existing laws should be
initiated.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Perrin (11 966 signatures)

Corio dental services
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that we protest the cut in
public dental health funding to Corio Community
Health Services.
The two-thirds reduction in funding is an attack on
low-income people who have no other options for their
dental treatment.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the level of public
dental health funding be restored.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Loney (115 signatures)
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Appropriation (Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill
Shop Trading Reform Bill
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill
Building (Amendment) Bill
Corrections (Amendment> Bill
State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment>
Bill
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill
together with appendix.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

Evidence Act

Laid on table.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Bendigo East be considered next day
on motion of Mr CAMERON (Bendigo West).

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMfITEE
Public Record Office
Mr SHEEHAN (N orthcote) presented report on

Public Record Office Victoria, together with
appendices and minutes of evidence.

Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) presented report on
review of Evidence Act 1958 and role and
appointment of public notaries, together with
appendices.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Board Report for the year 1995

Laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMIITEE

Alert Digest No. 5
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) presented Alert
Digest No. 5 of 1996 on:

Financial Management Act 1994 - Budget Paper No. 3
1996-97
Gas Transmission Corporation - Report for the year
1995-96
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act
1978 - Summary of Returns June 1996 and Summary

PAPERS
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of Variations notified between 20 June and 30
September 1996 - Ordered to be printed

Glen Eira Planning Scheme - No. L6

Parliamentary Officers Act 1975 -

Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme - No. L3

Statement of Appointments and Alterations of
Classifications during the year 1995-96 in theDepartment of the Legislative Coundl
Department of the Legislative Assembly
Department of the Parliament Library
Department of the House Committee
Department of the Reporting Staff of the
Victorian Parliamentary Debates
Statement of Persons Temporarily Employed
during the year 1995-96 in the Department of the Legislative Council

Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme - No. L40

Greater Geelong Planning Scheme - No. RL157
Hastings Planning Scheme - No. L58 Part 1, L93
Hume Planning Scheme - No. L5
Knox Planning Scheme - Nos Ll06, L112
Korumburra Planning Scheme - Nos L56, L66
Maribymong Planning Scheme - No. Ll5
Moira Planning Scheme - No. L9
MooneeValley Planning Scheme - No. Ll5
Moreland Planning Scheme - No. Ll6
Orbost Planning Scheme - No. US

Department of the Legislative Assembly

Pakenham Planning Scheme - No. L115

Department of the Parliament Library

Phillip Island Planning Scheme - No. L68

Department of the House Committee

Port Phillip Planning Scheme - Nos L11, L38

Department of the Reporting Staff of the
Victorian Parliamentary Debates

Shepparton Shire Planning Scheme - No. L73

Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:

Sherbrooke Planning Scheme - No. Ll02
Warragul Planning Scheme - No. L51
Whitehorse Planning Scheme - Nos L2, LlO

Alexandra Planning Scheme - No. L38

Whittlesea Planning Scheme - Nos Ll24, Ll29

Ballan Planning Scheme - No. Ll5

Wodonga Rural City Planning Scheme - Nos L9
Part 1, Ll2

Ballarat Planning Scheme - No. L7, Ll4
Beechworth Planning Scheme - No. 127
Berwick Planning Scheme - No. L107
Boroondara Planning Scheme - Nos Ll, L7, L17
Brimbank Planning Scheme - No. L22
Buln Buln Planning Scheme - No. L45
Colac Otway Planning Scheme - No. L2
Cranboume Planning Scheme - Nos LlOO Part 3,
Ll11, L130, Ll92

Yalloum Works Area Planning Scheme - No. L3
Yarra Planning Scheme - No. L24
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme - Nos LB, Ll8,
L23,L24,L27,L29,L30,L31,L33
Yea Planning Scheme - No. LB
Powercor Australia Limited - Financial Statements for
the period ended 30 September 1995
Rural Finance Corporation - Report for the year
1995-96

Darebin Planning Scheme - Nos L6, US
Delatite Planning Scheme - Nos L1 Part 1, L6
Doncaster and Templestowe Planning Scheme Nos L92, Ll05
Eltham. Planning Scheme - No. L53
Flinders Planning Scheme - No. RL176
Frankston Planning Scheme - Nos L52, L77

State Owned Enterprises Act 1992 - Memorandum
and articles of association of Overseas Projects
Corporation of Victoria Limited (two papers)
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Audit Act 1994 - SR No. 80
Casino Control Act 1991 - S.R No. 92

ROYAL ASSENT
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Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act
1981- S.R No. 81

Financial Institutions Duty Act 1982 - S.R. No. 84

Land Revocations (And Other Matters) Act 1995 Section 9 on 19 September 1996 (Gazette No. G37, 19
September 1996).

ROYAL ASSENT

Health Act 1958 - S.R. No. 93
Land Act 1958 - S.R. No. 79
Liquor Control Act 1987 - S.R. No. 97
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act
1968 - S.R. No. 82

Message read advising royal assent on
24 September to Statute Law Revision (Marine)
Bill.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES

Public Sector Management Act 1992 - S.R. No. 68
Road Safety Act 1986 - S.R Nos 69,83
State Employees Retirement Benefits Act 1979 S.R.No.94
State Superannuation Act 1988 - S.R No. 95
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - S.R No. 91
Transport Superannuation Act 1988 - S.R. No. 96

Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill
Corrections (Amendment) Bill
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill
Professional Boxing and Martial Arts Bill

Wildlife Act 1975 - S.R No. 67
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994Ministers' exemption certificates in relation to
Statutory Rule Nos 67, 68, 82, 84, 92
Trade Unions Act 1958 - Report of the Registrar for
the year 1995-96
Treasury Corporation of Victoria - Report for the year
1995-96
Victorian Power Exchange - Report for the year
1995-96
Werribee Cemetery Trust - Report for the period
ended 30 June 1995
Wildlife Act 1975 Wildlife (Closure of Area to Hunting with
Hounds) Notice No. 2 19%
Wildlife (Closure of Area to Hunting) Notice No. 3
1996
Yalloum Energy Limited - Report for the period
ended 29 February 1996
Yarra Valley Water - Report for the year 1995-%
Young Farmers' Finance Council- Report for the year
1995-96

The following proclamation fixing an operative date
was laid upon the Table by the Clerk pursuant to an
Order of the House dated 14 May 1996:

State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment)
Bill

PUBLIC HOSPITALS
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I desire to move,
by leave:
That this house censures the government for gross
mismanagement of the public hospital system and its
deliberate rigging of waiting lists and hospital trolley
statistics and, accordingly, calls on the Auditor-General
to fully investigate the government's rigging of hospital
statistics so that the public can have access to honest
and accurate information about the extent of the crisis
in Victoria's public hospital system.

Leave refused.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Program
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That, pursuant to sessional order no. 6(3), the orders of
the day, government business, relating to the following
bills be considered and completed by 4.00 p.m. on
Thursday, 10 October 1996:
Appropriation (1996/97, No. 1) Bill
Appropriation {Parliament 1996/97, No. 1) Bill
Geelong Lands (Steampacket Place) Bill

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL
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State Taxation (Further Omnibus Amendment> Bill
Bank of South Australia and Advance Bank Bill
Road Safety (Amendment> Bill.

Motion agreed to.

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL
Debate resumed from 12 September; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
my pleasure to speak to the appropriation bill. The
newspaper headlines have said it all in relation to
the Kennett government's fourth budget. On the
following day, we saw the large newspaper headline
on the front page of the Age, that favourite paper of
the Premier, 'Still no tax relief' and the following
comments:
Victorians are unlikely to get significant tax relief over
the next three years. The Treasurer, Mr Alan Stockdale
said yesterday...
'

The Age editorial stated, 'Excess of caution'. The
Herald Sun of the weekend stated under the
headline, 'Investors turn away from Victoria':
Victoria is facing a grim outlook with very few projects
planned in mining, manufacturing and economic
infrastructure in the state, compared with other states.

The article by Ed Shann went on to say:
Victoria has very few projects planned in mining,
manufacturing and economic infrastructure compared
with the other states.

I shall come back to that in a few moments. Today's
Australian states:
Jobless heads for 9 per cent as ads index hits two-year
low.

Of course, the biggest drop of all in the jobs index
was in Victoria. They are the newspaper headlines.
They say it all about this lacklustre budget, a budget
o~ lost.opportunities, a budget of continuing pain for
Vlctonans and one that will cause continuing job
losses in Victorian businesses. This is the budget of
199~97 which the Premier and the Treasurer seem
so proud of. Here we have it: 'Still no tax relief',
'E.xces~ ?f caution', 'Investors turn away from
Vlctona and 'Jobless heads for 9 per cent as index
hits two-year low'. I refer to something I said in this
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house just over two years ago in relation to the May
economic statement. I said:
Victoria needs a change of approach. Much more
money needs to be allocated to industry. Every
advanced economy and successful manufacturing
economy around the world builds on its strengths and
supports its industries. That does not mean picking
winners; it means rather making clear policy
guidelines ... Currently we have the bizarre situation
where the Minister for Industry and Employment is
spending more money on advertisements than on
prOviding assistance to industry.

I went on to say that a number of industries that had
been advertised at taxpayers' expense as so-called
~chieve~ents of this government were actually
mdustries that had been receiving commonwealth
assistance and that that was why they had been
investing in the state. In my response to the
economic statement I went on to say that if in the
second half of the decade we wanted to see
expanding job opportunities and reducing
unemployment in this state the government had to
be - this was back then, not now - investing in our
~anufacturing sector to make sure that we get the
mvestment we need to generate jobs in the second
half of the decade. It was a recurring theme of all
speakers on the opposition side at that stage. They
said, 'Don't leave it until the late 19905. You cannot
leave it that late. If you want to get better
employment prospects, if you want to generate more
jobs, if you want to get unemployment down and if
you want to strengthen the regional centres, the time
to support manufacturing industry is now' - that
was back in 1993-94 - don't leave it until it is too
. late to have an effect on unemployment'.
Sur~

enough, I regret to say that the prophecy we
outlined then has actually come true for this state.
We have a government that has not backed its
manufacturing sector and, as a consequence, our
unemployment rate is getting higher and higher. As
the shadow Treasurer pointed out in his budget
response, last month we had 8.6 per cent
unemployment and in the following month it was
92 per ce~t. The ANZ job advertisement figures that
were outlined yesterday have hit a two-year low
falling by about 1 per cent. The worst state by a l~ng
shot was the state of Victoria, under the stewardship
of Premier Kennett. By how much did job
advertisements fall in this state? Was it the national
average of 1 per cent? Was it twice as bad as that, at
~ per cent, or three times as bad at 3 per cent, or was
It four times as bad? I regret to say that the reduction
in advertisements was four times higher in this state
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than the national average. The job advertisement
rate fell four times the national average. What is on
the move in this state is a hell of a lot of government
advertising but job advertisements are certainly on
the move downwards and unemployment is on the
move upwards.

I shall go through the figures. The chief economist of
the ANZ Bank, Mr Saul Eslake, said that if the trend
continued in the new year unemployment would
exceed 9 per cent of the labour force by early 1999.
What an appalling outlook that is for Australia and
for this state - and I am sure no member of this
house would want that outcome to occur.
Honourable members should look back at what we
said in 1993-94 about laying the foundations and
look now at the consequences of the
mismanagement of the economy by the Kennett
government and the then industry minister, now the
Minister for Education, who seems to want to put
business people in charge of every school in the
state. In laying the foundations for the economy the
government should have been investing in
manufacturing.
Yesterday the shadow cabinet was in Geelong
where, despite the best efforts of the previous
federal government and the local council, the
unemployment level has been increasing - and that
has not been helped by the 450 jobs lost from
Aerospace Technologies of Australia (ASTA).
However, there is a major challenge ahead for this
state with federal industry inquiries coming up in
the motor vehicle industry and the textile and
clothing industry.
I make it clear that the opposition supports the
creation of jobs in those industries. It does not
support John Howard's plans for zero rates of
protection or for pruning industry where boundaries
have been redrawn without notice and two years
early. We do not support zero rates of protection for
the motor vehicle industry and the textile and
clothing industry and we will be working with those
industries to maximise job opportunities for the state
because no other issue is as important as that.
I also said in debate in 1994 that the government had
failed to provide tax relief for Victorian households,
which were paying the highest taxes and charges
anywhere in Australia. The honourable member for
Sunshine produced what was called the Jeff card
which listed all the taxes and charges that Victorians
were experiencing under this government.
Unfortunately, two years later, despite the huge
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budget surplus the government now has on the
current account, no relief in taxes and charges has
been given and the burden weighs more and more
heavily on families and small businesses and those
who create jobs in Victoria.
All the government talks about is its credit rating.
The opposition would like to see a better credit
rating, too, but the rating agencies are saying that if
we want a better credit rating in this state we have to
cut taxation; we will not get it while we have the
highest taxes and charges in Australia. The Premier,
who failed to answer any questions today in
question time, now has the dubious honour of being
the highest taxing and charging Premier ever in this
state's history. What a dubious honour that is
especially at a time when we have a huge budget
surplus and when credit agencies, businesses,
newspapers and most backbenchers are saying: cut
taxes! The government is too stupid to understand
that if we do not cut taxes we will not get more jobs
or a healthier economy in the future.
Over the past week a document entitled Victoria: The
Story So Far was distributed by the government. It is
like a pantomime because there is not much in it that
is true. It is a sort of fairytale. It has Pinocchio
jumping out of every page and his nose is getting
bigger and bigger. I thought it might contain one or
two mistruths, one or two little white lies, but I was
reassured in question time today when the Premier
said he has never ever told a lie to the Victorian
people.
An Honourable Member - That is a lie!

Mr BRUMBY - I know that. But if the Premier
has never told a lie to the Victorian people
everything in this publication must be true. It has
gone into every letterbox in Victoria - in fact, we
received two - and we have received faxes and
telexes today saying copies of the publication have
been received in the most remote parts of Australia.
They were included in the Australian and the
Australian Financial Review and have been flown and
ferried out all around Australia so that the people of
Australia also know about the lies the government in
Victoria tells.
The Premier has gone to a lot of trouble to let the
people of Australia know about the lies the
government tells. There is a good lie on page 2 of the
booklet which says that electricity prices are down
11 per cent in real terms. I have a three-letter
response - L-i-e. It is factually incorrect and it is
dishonest, because electricity prices have risen
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30 per cent since the coalition came to government.
What is the difference between 11 per cent and
30 per cent?

An Honourable Member - A porky.
Mr BRUMBY - It is a porky. It is a big, super,
huge porky. They do not come any bigger. Just a
minute, they do come bigger. Page 34 on health:
The ... government has moved to implement changes to
ensure a health system which is high quality, accessible
and efficient and readily available.
That is, unless one is sick. This is the Rolls Royce
system that can guarantee one a hospital trolley but
it cannot get one a bed. The $300 million-worth of
cuts to the system, case mix, the closure of more than
1000 hospital beds and all the changes the
government has made midstream have not made it
any easier to get a bed.
Here is another lie. The booklet states that in the
next four years the government will create 150 000
new jobs. Perhaps the government can achieve that
but I would not have thought so with the way the
unemployment figures are going. The government is
mismanaging the economy and public and private
investment has dropped alarmingly. The Australian
is saying that job advertisements are down 4 per
cent and businesses are unwilling to invest in
Victoria because there is no stable environment or
certainty of a long-term policy framework.
At the weekend Access Economics said that
investors were turning away from Victoria. This
booklet refers to Victoria as a boom state but I shall
put forward some facts that show it is certainly not
that. Since 1992-93 Victoria has experienced the
lowest growth in private fixed capital expenditure of
all of the states. I would not have thought that was a
success story or a boom. Since 1992-93 Victoria has
recorded the lowest growth in business expenditure
on equipment anywhere in Australia. ABS figures
reveal an expected decline in Victorian private new
capital expenditure in 1996-97 of 16.7 per cent and,
finally, as I have said, Access Economics has said
that Victoria's share of national investment is
declining. A recent study by Access Economics
found that of the 849 projects planned in mining,
manufacturing and economic infrastructure, valued
at $148 billion, there are only 121 projects worth
$16.8 billion listed for Victoria.
I will spend my remaining time on the Kennett
government's four years and the real story - not the
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fairytale, the pantomime; Pinocchio jumping out
from every page - but the real story.
One area where expenditure has increased
dramatically is government advertising. We have
record numbers of people on hospital waiting lists, a
rapid decline in retention rates at secondary schools,
and people dropping out of the kindergarten
system. The government cannot get money to
improve the vital areas of health and education but
it can find $800 OOO-plus for this. I will tell you what
the government is good. at: government advertising.
The cost of government advertising has increased
from $20 million in 1992 to more than $50 million
today. Not bad! Here we have this fiscal crisis: we
have to get bigger. The horse is free to gallop where
spending is running free in government advertising.
Why? Because the government can use it to tell lies;
it can use it to rig hospital waiting lists; it can use it
for propaganda like this - Victoria: The Story So Far
- fourth annual report! The worst part of this
situation is that it comes just a few months after the
Auditor-General's report. What did he say? He said
the government was wasting taxpayers' money on
what is clearly party political advertising. Someone
should pay the bill for this, shouldn't they? It should
not be the taxpayers; it should be the Liberal Party
and the National Party.
The ACTING SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! I have allowed
quite a bit of leniency, but that does not mean that I
will continue to do so. The Leader of the Opposition,
without assistance.

Mr BRUMBY - I will run through a few of these
areas so that the public has the facts. In community
services the government has cut kindergarten
funding by 20 per cent. Annual fees have increased
by between 30 per cent and 200 per cent. As a result
kindergarten attendance has more than halved.
Mr Perrin - Absolute rubbish!

Mr BRUMBY - He is alive! Caution. Red alert.
The ACTING SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! The honourable
member for Bulleen will get his chance.

Mr BRUMBY - The fact of the matter is that the
honourable member does not like it. Right across
Victoria kindergartens have been forced to dose.

Mr Perrin interjected.

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL

306

ASSEMBLY

Mr BRUMBY - Are you saying no kindergarten
has been forced to close? Right across the state
kindergartens have been forced to close. Enrolments
in many areas have been more than halved. That is
the fact of the matter. Overall participation in the
kindergarten system has fallen from the high 90 per
cents to the 80 per cents. Kindergarten attendance
has fallen by more than 122 per cent. We had one of
the best kindergarten systems anywhere in the
world and it has been destroyed by this government
for the sake of just $10 million or $15 million.

What a success story is education! Class sizes have
increased. In 1992, 1.5 per cent of classes had over 30
students. In 1994, 7.3 per cent of classes had over 30
students. One in 15 classes has more than 30
students. We on this side of the house do not think
that is acceptable. The opposition thinks class sizes
affect outcomes. In this case it believes this to be
correct. Staff-student ratios in this state are going up
while in every other state they are reducing. The
retention rate in government schools - the most
important contributing factor to assisting young
people to get a job later on - has fallen from
77.9 per cent in 1992 to just 69.8 per cent today. That
is a catastrophic reduction. Those young people are
not leaving to get jobs, are they, Minister? They are
leaving school early to get a trade.
The government has cut TAPE funding back by
$100 million. The government has cut back all the
training programs for young people. Do you really
think they are going out there to get a trade? Do you
think the ANZ Job Ad statistics on the increase in
unemployment are just make-believe figures and
that if you blink it will be all right? It is not. You
have to do something to manage the state.
Health has been mentioned today. Since 1992
hospitals have been forced to close 1300 beds. More
than 10 000 staff have been forced out of the system.
Waiting lists have exploded. In the four years of this
government an additional 3754 patients are waiting
to enter hospitals. There were 7112 booked patients;
now there are 10300. The total number of patients
waiting for operations is now more than 40 000.
Victoria is now spending considerably less per
patient on acute hospital services and the result has
been, as I have said, a blow-out in waiting lists and a
blow-out in the amount of time people wait on
hospital trolleys to get into wards. They are the facts
of the matter. The Premier failed to answer a single
question in question time today.
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Housing is another success story! Public housing
waiting lists in July 1996 had blown out to 61 000, up
5000 over the past two years. Some 60 per cent of
households on waiting lists have now been waiting
longer than two years. The net increase in public
housing stock over the past year has been just 500.
Since 1993 there has been a steady downward trend
in the number of dwelling units approved.
Compared with July 1993,26 per cent fewer
dwelling units have been approved.
I have mentioned investment. Your share of national
investment is the lowest ever. Your trend has been
down for four years. You have had the ABS
predicting a 16 per cent reduction, and Access
Economics says that the share is going to continue to
reduce in the future.
Let us look at jobs. Victoria's unemployment rate
has been consistently lower than the Australian
average since 1992. Unemployment is currently
9.2 per cent, compared with the national average of
8.8 per cent. The total growth in employment since
1992 was 9.12 per cent in Australia, yet only 7.6 per
cent in Victoria.
In the period from June 1995 to June 1996 Victoria
experienced a 3.06 per cent growth in retail turnover.
In the same period Australia experienced a growth
of 4.8 per cent.
I now come to the absolute crowning achievement, if
I can use that expression: taxes and charges. Victoria
is the highest taxing and charging state anywhere in
Australia. In 1994-95 the Victorian government
raised $2048 in taxes and charges per head of
population.

Mr W. O. McGrath interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Can we get the interjections
quietened down? QlUck some cold water over him.
The ACflNG SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! The minister has
been interjecting quite consistently. I ask him now to
show some leadership.

Mr BRUMBY - At least he is in here trying. It
says more than can be said for the rest of them. Is the
member for Prahran going to give us the speech
about the Internet and the GST? Are you going to
continue to support your Premier on the Internet
andGST?
Ms Burke - Get back to the debate.
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Mr BRUMBY - All of the small businesses in
Prahran would be tluilled about a GST. They said so
in the 1992 election.
Ms Burke - I will pass on that one.
Mr BRUMBY - You pass on that one?
The ACflNG SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! Address the Chair.
Mr BRUMBY - Since 1992 there have been over
6000 increases in taxes and charges. The Kennett
government is now raising an additional $2 billion a
year in taxes. Water bills are up by 29.29 per cent
since 1993-94. Electricity bills have increased by up
to 33 per cent since 1992. Gas bills are up by 16.7 per
cent since 1992.
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The opposition believes the great strength of this
state is its people. Victoria is the intellectual,
sporting, cultural and manufacturing capital of
Australia. If you want Victoria to go forward with a
positive outlook you have to invest in its people, and
you do that by creating strong job growth, a decent
health system and quality education and training
systems. When I look at this book I see a waste of
$800 000. Even the honourable member for
Mordialloc is embarrassed by the fact that $800 000
went on this book when the money could have been
used in his electorate.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The ACflNG SPEAKER
(Mr Andrianopoulos) - Order! The honourable
member for Mordialloc is out of his place.

Transport is another great example. Patronage levels
fell by 30 million passenger trips during the first two
years of the Kennett government. Despite a slight
improvement during 1994-95, patronage is still
11.5 million trips below the figures for October 1992.
It is no wonder! Fares for zone 3 commuters have
increased by between 20 per cent and 27 per cent.
Assaults against passengers increased by 25 per cent.
The Onelink automatic ticketing system is more than
two years behind schedule, and country rail services
have been decimated. That is the Kennett
government's story so far.

Mr BRUMBY - The budget is an opportunity
lost. In every budget the government has brought
down it has underestimated the recurrent surplus by
at least 50 per cent. In this budget the recurrent
surplus is more than $2 billion. I should have
thought the priority was to get behind Victorian
industry and to make up for the government's
mismanagement over the past two years. If the
government had done what we told it to do two
years ago we would have stronger employment
growth, lower unemployment and more optimism
in our outlook.

The minister at the table asks for suggestions, but we
made them in 1993 and 1994. We said the
government had to do more to support
manufacturing, to attract investment, to get private
sector investment and to encourage small business
so there would be the benefit of more jobs. However,
this government would not spend the money on
industry; it spent it on government advertising
instead.

The government has to fix the crisis in the health
system. How many people have to wait hours on
hospital trolleys? How high do waiting lists have to
go? How many hospitals have to be closed before
the government gets the message that the people of
Victoria deserve a decent public health system?

In 1993 and 1994 we said the government had to fix
the crisis in the health system. What has it done? It
has continued to rip money out of health. It has
closed 1000 beds, and the number of names on
hospital waiting lists is up. In education it has closed
more than 300 schools. We said back then, 'If you
want Victoria to be the smart state and to be
outward looking, innovative and focused on the
global economy you have to have quality education'.
You do not get that by closing schools and sacking
teachers. The retention rate has dropped from nearly
80 per cent to 70 per cent. That is what is happening
in Victoria.

I say this about education: you cannot expect
Victoria to prosper, to have job growth and to
develop new international markets if the level of
education continues to decline. Closing 300 schools,
sacking 8000 teachers and causing a decline in
retention rates is not the way to invest in people, nor
is it the way to a smart state or a clever country; it is
a way towards a never-ending downward spiral of
opportunity. The budget is a lost opportunity and a
failed economic statement. The newspapers said it;
the employer organisations said it; the education
organisations said it; the health organisations said it.
We warned the government two years ago, and it is
time it got the message and did the things that need
to be done to make Victoria prosperous for all and to
offer opportunities throughout the schools and the
health system.

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL

308

ASSEMBLY

Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - You can tell the Labor
Party's state council is coming up. Today the Leader
of the Opposition gave us the policy speech he will
give next weekend to the state council. He will tell
the council what a terrible government the Kennett
government is because it is balancing its budget and
stating what it plans to spend. The Leader of the
Opposition is the gloom-and-doom man. When he
went to the last election his party lost seats.
At lunchtime today the Labor Party had its
photograph taken on the front steps but, unlike the
gathering of the government that took place a few
weeks ago, it was a very small group. The
photographer did not need a wide-angled lens
because it was a very small group indeed! As I
walked past I noticed that they were all cuddled up
together and I thought the Leader of the Opposition
must have a very small frontbench. I wondered
whether he had put his shadow ministers with him
but then I saw that they were all mixed up and
thought that maybe the factions were all together
and were cuddling and loving each other because
there will be a challenge to the leadership before the
next election.
The Leader of the Opposition said today that he
made predictions two years ago, but I make the
prediction that his leadership will be challenged
between now and the next election. He is one of the
most grossly incompetent leaders Victoria has ever
seen. Any person who can lead a party to an election
and come away with fewer seats has to be grossly
incompetent.
Today we heard from the Leader of the Opposition a
good reason for the challenge to his leadership: he
did not put forward any facts and figures. When you
listened to him you realised that he was talking
rhetoric and that he had no initiatives and no ideas
to offer as an alternative to what the government is
doing. The opposition is a policy-free zone.
We have a lot to promote in Victoria. The budget
contains no new taxes, unlike the budget brought
down by the Labor government in New South
Wales. In fact, this government has provided tax
relief. The initiatives announced at the election are in
the budget and will be funded. At the same time,
this government has absorbed $200 million in cuts
imposed on us by the federal government, which
was forced to cut expenditure due to the
incompetence of the previous federal Labor
administration.
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I should like to put on the record a few comments
made by the Victorian Employers Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. Its magazine, entitled
Business Forum, of 16 September states:
Last Wednesday's state budget announced by
Treasurer Alan Stockdale reaffinns the government's
commitment to responsible economic management.
VECCI said the budget is a sound document, that will
cement Victoria's future by boosting business
confidence and new investment.

That comment comes from the prime business
organisation in Victoria, so we should take note of it.
The article continues:
Deputy CBO Larkin said, for the 1996-97 year, public
sector net debt is expected to fall to $18.9 billion or
14.1 per cent of gross state product.

In other words, Victoria is reducing its debt levels.
The article further states:
That's a Significant and very welcome improvement
compared to 1995-% when it was $22.2 billion or
16.7 per cent.

He bemoans the fact that the budget contained
insufficient tax reductions. The government
understands that, but those comments by a
representative of a leading Victorian organisation
make it dear that the budget is most acceptable, and
that it will raise business confidence and investment
in this state.
Obviously the Leader of the Opposition did not
examine the budget documents, because the
outcome of the 1995-96 budget has been excellent.
The current account surplus is $2364 million. I can
remember huge current account deficits when the
Labor government was in power. The capital
account surplus is $2810 million; we are paying off
debt with that surplus and we will receive the
benefits with future interest savings. The overall
outcome for Victoria last year was excellent: a
$5174 million surplus. That will have a massive
impact and will reduce debt. As Mr Larkin said,
debt reduction is very important for Victoria.
I disagree with the Leader of the Opposition,
because the budget contains many initiatives. I am
sure the Leader of the Opposition did not read the
budget documents; he did not seem to understand
that this budget puts into place new policies and
programs to the tune of approximately $300 million.

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL
Tuesday, 8 October 1996

ASSEMBLY

The allocations for new departmental works are:
Department of Education, $157.8 million;
Department of Human Services, $192.3 million;
Department of Infrastructure, $133.67 million;
Department of Justice, $65.6 million; and
Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
$64.4 million.
I shall examine some of the current outlays
initiatives which will make Victoria a better place to
live in. In the education portfolio this budget
allocates $21 million for the Keys to Life and other
Caldwell initiatives to improve the educational
standards of our children. It makes a $14 million
investment for teacher training in new
technologies - that is, in computers and allied
fields. The government believes that to be an
essential investment. About $16 million has been
allocated for teaching aids and reading recovery
programs. Heaven forbid that we should need
reading recovery programs, but the 10 years of the
Victorian Labor government have resulted in this
government now having to put in $16 million to
bring our children up to speed on their reading skills.
Another $20 million has been allocated for children
coming into the school education system;
enrolments are increasing, not reducing. We are
attracting more students into the Victorian education
system, and that $20 million will meet the increased
enrolment demands.
Human services is an important area that helps
people when they most need it. We have introduced
the new community and family carers network so
that people may support their loved ones at home;
that is a $25 million initiative. The Leader of the
Opposition said nothing about that initiative of the
Kennett government. The government has allocated
$8 million for a youth suicide prevention program; I
thought the Labor Party would have congratulated
us on that, but no!
Another $5 million will be invested in the home and
district nurses services programs; people do not
want to be in hospitals. A measure of the success of a
health system is not the number of beds available
but the number of people being treated. The answer
is record numbers. Many people can be treated in
their homes by district nurses. An additional
$69 million will address the increased health care
demands on the health system.
In the state development portfolio $3 million in
industry grants programs has been allocated to help
industry to compete better, and an additional
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$4 million has been budgeted for the Strategic
Industry Research Foundation. That foundation was
created by the Labor government, but we are
helping industry more. Because the government is
into new technologies, $7 million has been allowed
for multimedia initiatives.

The Department of Justice will receive $110 million
for its new programs, and the Department of
Natural Resources and Environment will have
$4 million to deal with the release of the rabbit
calicivirus. Another $3 million will be allocated to
high-value horticultural export development so that
we may develop exports from our primary
industries.
None of that was mentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition in his contribution to the debate because
he either does not understand the budget documents
or cannot comprehend initiatives that are exclusive
to the Kennett government.
Spending on welfare programs may surprise
honourable members. We are trying as much as
possible to help families particularly. I commend to
honourable members an article in the Herald Sun of
14 September 1996 written by Mike Nahan, the
executive director of the Institute of Public Affairs.
The article is headed 'Welfare on track despite
protests' and contains some interesting statistics
from an independent source. It states:
Over the past four years we have been deluged with
claims that Victoria's welfare system is collapsing
under an onslaught from the mean-spirited Kennett
government.
The reality is very different The government has
actually been very generous and helpful to the needy.
Since 1992, it has increased spending on welfare
services by 40 per cent after adjusting for inflation and
population growth.
Moreover, spending has been increased in all areas of
welfare - the disabled, the aged, youth and the
family - and capital spending has been expanded by
more than 50 per cent.
This has happened despite a decline of more than
20 000 in the number of unemployed.
The 1996-97 Victorian budget portends another
(11.4 per cent) boost in welfare spending.
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I am sure that article says a lot about the priorities
that we on this side of the house have to help
families and the needy in our community. It goes on:
After the Kennett revolution, welfare spending in
Victoria remains the highest of all the States.
According to the Institute of Public Affairs, Victoria
spends more on welfare than any other state in
Australia. The article contains even more plaudits
for the government:
Although the Kennett government has spent big on
welfare, it has not done so on social workers and the
welfare lobby. Indeed, it has taken control of the system
back from these groups.
Although spending is up, staffing levels are down, and
they are projected to continue to decline. The
government has made the remaining staff work harder
and smarter through various measures designed to
lower delivery costs, including a 1.5 per cent 'efficiency
dividend', outsourcing and full-cost recovery. Those
changes have resulted in more services being delivered
more efficiently, and more funds for the needy.
That is a clear indication that we on this side of the
house are providing more benefits for people in
need.. The source of that information, the Institute of
Public Affairs, is not known for its welfare
mentality. That organisation is congratulating the
government on being the biggest welfare spender in
the country, for which we on this side of the house
must take credit. We take credit for programs on
youth suicide and drug problems and for carers who
are trying to help family members in their own
homes. Those programs never existed under a Labor
government, but they now exist under our
government. The welfare benefits have not come
about by accident. The Kennett government has had
a deliberate policy of making sure it is able to deliver
those new policies.
I refer to the benefits of the debt reduction program.
In the past 12 months Victoria has reduced its debt
at a rate greater than that of any other state. The
state debt has dropped from $32 billion to $19 billion
in one year. As a result of that reduction in debt we
will save an extra $500 million in interest. I would
have thought the opposition would have
congratulated the government on reducing the debt
and saving on interest payments. Maybe Labor Party
members like the state paying interest. Maybe they
want us to have high debt levels. A lot of the debt is
owed to overseas people, so maybe they like seeing
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our money going overseas rather than being spent
on our welfare system.
The figures for the 1995-96 financial year and the
budget projections for this financial year show that
interest payments will fall from $1990 million last
year to $1660 million this year. Those figures, which
are taken straight from the budget papers, show a
13.5 per cent reduction in interest over that period,
based on current trends. Those interest savings can
be channelled into future tax reductions or can be
used to pay for the new programs which I have
outlined to the house.

I will talk about tax reductions, because there are
some in the budget. Let's look at the tax initiatives
which, again, the Leader of the Opposition is not
willing to acknowledge are in the budget. Firstly, we
have halved the rate of rental business duty from
1.5 per cent to 0.75 per cent, with a saving to
business of $4.5 million per annum. That is the net
cost to revenue. We have increased the cap on land
tax from 40 per cent to 50 per cent, but there has
been no change in the rates of land tax. In respect of
mortgage duty, we have exempted consumer credit
contracts up to $35 000, at a cost to revenue of some
$1 million.
In the previous session we implemented a number
of changes which are coming into play. There are
stamp duty exemptions on loan refinancing, saving
small businesses some $10 million every year. Stamp
duty exemptions for first home buyers have been
relaxed and the eligibility conditions improved,
which will save first home buyers $4 million. For
pensioners, stamp duty concessions on home
purchases have been improved, saving an extra
$1.5 million a year. We have totally removed the
surcharge on things like bingo and lucky envelopes
and raffles, which will save the various community
charities, clubs and other organisations that are
trying to raise money some $6.1 million a year.
The tax savings which we announced in the budget
and which I have just outlined are the tip of the
iceberg. Massive savings for the community have
been achieved over the life of the Kennett
government, and I direct the attention of the house
to only a couple of them because there are so many.
Firstly, the cost of Workcover to businesses has
dropped by some $500 million every year compared
with the situation we inherited in 1992. Council rates
for property owners have dropped by some
$263 million a year because of the reforms of the
Kennett government. We have been able to reduce
land tax collections by $140 million a year; and I
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have mentioned all the stamp duty changes that are
in this budget. Other savings have been made. We
have frozen gas, water and electricity prices to keep
them below the inflation rate. The net effect of all
that is savings of some $400 million since these price
freezes were made. That is never mentioned by the
opposition because they do not understand!
There have been many other good initiatives which I
will direct to the attention of the house. I will focus
on a few that affect the electorate I represent. The
first initiative I should mention is the fantastic
extension of the Eastern Freeway through some
$250 million of roadworks. I was pleased to open the
last bridge over the freeway last week, and we are
looking forward to the opening in just over a year's
time. This great initiative, which I support, will
provide tremendous facilities for the people of my
electorate.
On top of that, tenders are about to be called for the
duplication of Bulleen Road, which is in my
electorate. The duplication is badly needed, and
some $4.7 million will be spent on the upgrade,
which will be welcomed by the people of Bulleen. In
the budget the government has allocated some
$4.7 million for the duplication of Williamson's Road
in Templestowe, a dangerous road that runs through
hilly country. It will be duplicated to provide a
continuous duplicated road virtually from the Yarra
River to Box Hill.
There are other great initiatives in the budget. I want
to highlight a couple to allay some of the fears which
the Labor Party have raised and which concern a
number of people. There are two hospitals servicing
my electorate. One is the Box Hill Hospital, which
has a new chief executive. All four of my children
were born at the hospital, so I have a reasonably
high regard for it. It is one of those hospitals to
which anybody would proud to take a member of
his or her family.
Another hospital that services my electorate is the
Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre, which is an
amalgamation of the former Austin Hospital and the
Heidelberg and Royal Talbot repatriation hospitals. I
am proud to be able to say the government is
spending $1 million to upgrade and combine the
facilities of the two emergency departments. That
will result in an efficient emergency department for
the people of my area, including the people of
Banyule. When those extensions, which are under
way at the moment, are complete the Austin and
Repatriation Medical Centre will be one of the best
in the region, able to provide top-level service to its
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community. If one were to listen to the Leader of the
Opposition one would think all our hospitals are run
badly, but they are not. The government is spending
money to upgrade facilities, and in doing so it has
the interests of the people in mind.
I conclude by highlighting the government's
objectives and outlining the direction in which we
are heading, because there is some good news to tell.
In his budget speech the Treasurer outlined five
objectives. The first, of course, is to reduce debt
levels so that Victoria regains its AAA credit rating.
Immediately after the budget speech Standard and
Poor's increased Victoria's rating to one level
below AAA. That excellent result almost takes us
back to where we were before Labor destroyed
Victoria's credit rating. It is hoped that by the year
2000 Victoria will have achieved an AAA rating,
which will enable the government to continue the
programs it is currently delivering.
To ensure that we keep pace with the state's
growing population new infrastructure is being built
from one end of Victoria to another. Look at what
happened last weekend when a number of new
facilities that have been upgraded during the term of
the Kennett government were opened to the public.
Victorians came in droves to look at them. People
even came to Parliament House, and many of them
are looking forward to seeing the proposed
$80 million extension. There are new museums, new
roads and new facilities, all of which are on schedule.
The government is also on track to achieve its aim of
a zero budget deficit. In fact, the budget is in
surplus, and there is hope of that continuing. That is
a plus! The government also wants to cut taxes. I
point out to the Leader of the Opposition, who does
not seem to know, that Victoria is the highest-taxed
state in Australia - and it became the highest taxed
state under a Labor government. The previous
budget speeches show time and again that under
Labor Victoria went from being one of the lowest
taxed states to one of the highest taxed states. I
predict that sometime between now and the next
election Victoria will not be the highest-taxed state
in Australia due to the good economic policies of the
Kennett government.
As I said, we are delivering top-quality services
which help families. What a great set of objectives!
The government's objectives are being achieved, and
it should be congratulated on that.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - I intended to spare
the honourable member for Bulleen a direct reply,
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but it must be said that his latest prediction does not
demonstrate economic literacy. The honourable
member's going into the prediction business on
taxation rates almost equalled the Premier's call for
tax reform without explaining the recipe for
achieving the outcome. Given that the Premier is
now in the house, I will take some time to
participate in the open debate he has called for. I will
explain to the Premier what his tax reforms could
mean for Victorians, because I am only one of a few
people to have written three papers on the goods
and services tax. If a society is to move forward with
certainty, employment must be guaranteed.
Employment is the one prerequisite that guarantees
our future. Unless our economic recipes, policies and
government decision processes are linked to one
fundamental thing - that is, the creation of jobs we will be condemning future generations to
uncertainty. Uncertainty about the future is not the
environment in which to bring up young people.
The Victorian labour market is in a precarious
position. The federal budget provided very little
help for employment creation, and even the
Treasurer had to admit that a projected
unemployment rate of 8.5 per cent, coupled with a
projected growth rate of 3.5 per cent, means that
unemployment will not be reduced. In fact,
unemployment will increase.
The projected federal growth rate is now dropping
to around 3 per cent, which means we will be
returning to unemployment levels of 9 per cent and
above. God help us if that starts reaching double
digits! The economic conditions prevailing across
the nation give us no confidence and appear to
ensure a continuation of the projected high
unemployment levels.
Let's look at the Victorian and federal election
slogans because we are dealing with a double
banger. They included 'Jobs, jobs, jobs' and 'Growth
for the sake of the future of our children's
employment' - and if the Premier wishes I will
send him copies because they may help in getting
some sense into the debate on tax reform. The
minister does not understand the basics of
economics; he consistently makes decisions without
comprehending the ramifications of his participation
in the debate around the cabinet table.
Mr Leigh - How do you know what goes on?
Mr DOLLIS - I know because the minister's and
the government's statements prior to and since the
last election projected increasing employment rates.
I repeat for the sake of the honourable member for
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Mordialloc that the commonwealth's projected
unemployment level was 8.5 per cent while the
projected growth rate was 3.5 per cent. Even the
most illiterate person could tell that that would
constitute an increase in unemployment rates. If the
growth rate is reduced to about 3 per cent,
unemployment levels will rise to 9 per cent and
above. That will basically condemn future
generations to a life of uncertainty.
Having dealt briefly with the outcomes of the
federal and state budgets, I now turn to higher
education. Even if parents can afford to send them to
university, it is doubtful whether their children will
find jobs - and that is not the type of future we
want for the state. If we look at unemployment rates
we find that the participation rate is not that high
and that it varies across Victoria. Any official graph
of labour force statistics shows the creation of a
divided Victoria. In the outer western,
north-western, north-eastern and inner suburbs of
Melbourne the unemployment rates are higher and
the participation rates are lower than they are in
other areas around Melbourne. The recipes for
disaster that have produced the bitter fruits of
unemployment and instability in the United
Kingdom over the past 15 years, economic recipes
that this government very much adheres to, have
resulted in a divided society. We do not want a
divided Victoria. Some areas of Melbourne are doing
well temporarily, and they include the inner east, the
outer east and the south-east.
Because of that we are placing less importance on
making certain that economic growth occurs right
across the state. Economic growth brings about a
non-divided state and as a result a non-divided
nation. To divide the nation is to invite disaster for
future generations. With this debate I am not so
much trying to convince the government that its
economic formulas are wrong - although they are
wrong - but I am appealing to the rank and file of
this Parliament to make certain that for the future of
this state we do not create divisions between those
who have and those who have not. With economic
uncertainty we also begin to look for victims. It is
not an accident that we have seen an increase in the
debate about comments that can be classified only as
racist comments. The Pauline Hansons of this world
have not risen accidentally from nowhere. They
have risen because there is considerable economic
uncertainty in our society, and economic uncertainty
always makes people look for victims. Who do we
blame? It is those who have come to the country last.
It is not a new debate. We saw it take place in the
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1960s and in the uncertainty of the 1970s. We saw it
in the 1980s and now we are seeing it in the 199Os.
I am not claiming that the Prime Minister's response
makes him a racist. The Prime Minister is not a
racist, but he is wrong. He is wrong because he has
not dissociated Australia from the comments that
have been made. It is not an accident that the
Deputy Prime Minister, the Leader of the National
Party, has taken considerable care to differentiate the
government's position in relation to South-East Asia.
The Premier has been saying how much importance
this state will place on promoting Victoria in various
markets around the world. The one market in which
we have some future is the Asian and South-East
Asian market. It is impossible for us to get access to
the European Community; it is a closed shop. It is
impossible for us to get access to NAFrA, because
Canada, the United States, Mexico and the rest of
Latin America are beginning to close that market.
Before too long it will become very difficult for us to
get access to Africa, because the combination of
South Africa and a number of other nations are
beginning to produce their own markets. Therefore,
if we close the one market that is available to us namely, Asia and South-East Asia - because we are
incapable of condemning the fundamentals of a
racist debate, we will condemn future generations to
high unemployment rates.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOLLIS - Honourable members opposite
are wondering what this has to do with the budget.
Let me tell them that it has a great deal to do with
the budget. The budget is about the prosperity of the
state. It deals with growth and relates to the high
unemployment rates that are projected for future
generations of Victorians. The budget also projects
this government's recipes, recipes that will not do
anything to benefit ordinary Victorians. Members
should be warned, and every statistic indicates, that
we are beginning to divide Victoria into two. Be
warned that times of economic uncertainty cannot
allow members opposite, as temporary custodians of
this government, to divide the state into haves and
have nots. We cannot have some suburbs receiving
economic growth while others do not. TIlls is not a
simple matter. These are the sorts of issues that will
continue to occupy the minds of Victorians. These
are the very issues that this government has refused
to deal with.
What has the Premier been doing? Let us deal with
the Premier's recent agenda on taxation reform. Let
us deal with the hidden agenda of a consumption
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tax or a GST. The majority of Victorians would not
have a clue what a consumption tax is all about. The
majority of members would not have any idea what
tax reform is, let alone how it is done. We saw the
Premier pushing the debate along by calling for a
GST, but then he backed away from it. I take up his
offer for a debate. We will have to have a debate to
explain to the Victorian people the positives and the
negatives of tax reform and what a GST entails. We
cannot institute a GST without examining its effects
on society.
There are two broad-based consumption taxes. One
is the goods and services tax, which is also known as
the value-added tax. Honourable members who
have read the newspapers recently would have seen
that the honourable member for Prahran has been
involved with the question of tax. Since 15 August
she has at least taken the time to put the following
question on the Internet:
The Premier has suggested a review of Australia's
taxation. Internationally the preferred system is a
version of value-added or goods and services tax.
Should Fightback be resurrected? Yes or no?

We have to explain to people what Fightback is all
about. For the information of honourable members
in 1991 I prepared a paper on the consumption tax. I
have a paper from 1992 on Fightback and another
from 1996 entitled 'Living under Fightback'which is John Howard's secret agenda. Believe you
me there is a secret agenda. They are refusing to say
whether the next election will be fought on tax
reform that will include a GST and they are refusing
to include a consumption tax as part of that agenda.
However, they are happy to have this debate taken
right across the economic and political spectrum of
this country. They are more than happy to have
young Jeffrey pushing the debate forward, so long
as he does not go too far. They do not want to talk
about a consumption tax because it might frighten
people.
Let us consider what a consumption tax does. It is a
flat tax that applies right across the economic and
social spectrum of the state. It applies to education,
health services, groceries, green groceries, public
transport, football and cricket tickets, concerts, films,
restaurants, drinks at a pub, hotel and motel bills,
rent, building materials, council and car insurance,
electricity, gas, water charges, car servicing and
visits to the hairdresser. All those items must be
taxed. In reality, governments sometimes give a
number of exemptions on the GST; however, this is
not what we are talking about.
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We are talking about a broad tax that would apply
to all these things. If there were any honesty on the
government side an attempt would be made to at
least come clean about what tax reform should look
like. What taxes should be retained, what new taxes
should be included, what taxes would be excluded,
what taxes would remain with the state and what
taxes would go to the commonwealth? No-one on
the government benches has thought about such
fundamental issues as the relationship between our
economic base and our taxes. They have not thought
about the budget meetings between the premiers
and the Prime Minister and the state treasurers and
the federal Treasurer and whether inequities in
taxation between the commonwealth and the states
will continue. We must clarify these fundamentals
because they will make it impossible for state
governments to run their budgets.
The problem with a consumption tax is that the
moment it is applied there are gains and losses. The
goods and services tax was the crucial component of
the coalition's Fightback strategy upon which all
proposed tax and budgetary reform schemes are
based. The rationale for introducing the GST and tax
reform is to abolish a number of other taxes
including the wholesale tax and to reduce the level
of personal income tax. The proposed tax reform is
the basis for productivity, increased efficiency and
new incentives to save but, rationale aside, the fine
print does not match the larger claim. The Liberal
Party has not rejected claims that the tax cuts were
directed at the lower and middle income earners and
that it would increase people's real disposable
incomes. It does neither. The question is: who gains
and who loses? In his paper on the distributional
impact of a change in the tax mix in Australia Neil
Warner said:
Any (tax) reform which is revenue neutral by definition
must have net gainers and net losers.

The Australian Catholic Social Welfare Commission
said the following:
If total tax revenues are to be unchanged and taxpayers
fall into three groups -low, middle and high
income - then the gains of one group must be at the

expense of the others.

If the highest marginal tax rates are cut the
high-income group must gain at the expense of the
middle and low-income groups. If the low-income
group loses, social security payments will increase
and the burden will fall finally on the
middle-income group.
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To understand the proposition about a consumption
tax we must understand what will happen. We must
understand what sections of our society will be
paying for it. It is not as simple as saying we will just
stick a 15 per cent tax on top of everything. We have
to see the inflationary effects it will have on our
community and whether the community has the
ability to pay such a tax. Although the savings that
will accrue from reduced taxes will benefit X, Y and
Z sections of our community, we must also look at
the sections that will bear those taxes.
Debate on this issue must take place and we must
have information in front of us before we can go
forward. However, all the Premier has done is
project the need for tax reform. N o-one will disagree
about that, but the tax reform must be appropriate
for this state and this country. We must look at the
things that will make this state prosper and increase
employment. I repeat: with 8.5 to 9 per cent
unemployment rates and the possibility of those
rates increasing to 10 per cent we are condenming
future generations, the young people of this state
and this country, to the unemployment basket.
When inequality is introduced into a society social
problems are also introduced.
The honourable member for Albert Park, the
spokesman on health, has been stating for almost
three years the effects the government's economic
policies are having on the hospital system. The
Leader of the Opposition has said that the budgetary
constraints are a straightjacket that is having adverse
effects on the education system. If a state
government is unable to provide good health and
education, what is it providing? What is this state
being reduced to? What does the honourable
member for Albert Park have to do to convince the
government of the crisis in the hospital system?
How many papers does he have to produce to reveal
what is obvious to the naked eye - that is, the crisis
in our hospital system is affecting the very people
who cannot get jobs. It is affecting people with low
incomes and those who must be looked after by the
government. The government is turning its back on
the very people for whom it is responsible.
What must we do to convince the government that
the money it has must be spent wisely? In the near
future we will have a debate about the liberalisation
of shopping hours. I shall debate that issue when the
time comes because that policy will change the
fundamental fabric of our society. You, Mr Acting
Speaker, would understand what is happening to
rural Australia with the destruction of small towns.
It has been said that rural Australia is the backbone
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of this country. Rural Australia and the migrants we
now criticise have built this country up to what it is
today.
Rural Australia has changed because of the changes
governments have made. Politicians have not
understood what they have been doing. As a result
10 or 15 years later we see structural changes in our
society. We cannot have an Australia unless we have
a strong rural base. We cannot have a strong rural
base unless we understand the differences in
lifestyle and the hardships that exist for people who
live in the bush. We cannot have a proper social
system unless we understand the difficulties that
people trying to get hospital care are experiencing.
If the government wants to make some sense of its
budget, its finances and the changes it is introducing
into this society it must seriously look at the effects
of its policies. If the Premier is serious about tax
reform we should have an honest debate about it. A
consumption tax levied at a flat rate of 15 per cent
would achieve nothing more than a flat rate income
tax with exemptions for savings would achieve.
There is no need to go to the expense of introducing
a consumption tax. It would simply abolish the tax
threshold and reduce the top marginal tax rates.

The inequity of a flat consumption tax is obvious to
all except the coalition party. Perhaps it is obvious to
the National Party but definitely not to the Liberal
Party. It imposes heavier burdens on the lower
income groups, and the coalition is less than honest
if it pursues the policy of introducing a 15 per cent
tax rather than a flat income tax. We certainly must
make empirical criticisms of the coalition's policy.
Where is the honesty in the debate? The Prime
Minister says no way will the GST be part of the next
election agenda but that it must be part of a tax
reform. The same Prime Minister says that he is
more than happy for the GST agenda to be pushed
forward as long as he does not have to put it to the
people at the next election. If the Prime Minister
wants to introduce a GST he should allow an honest
debate to take place. Let us introduce it with an
understanding of the inflationary impact it will have
and what it will do to the country, because after all
governments are there to make decisions.
If the Premier is correct about one issue, he is correct
when he says to his federal colleagues: be honest
about tax reform. I want to participate in the tax
debate but I want to participate on an equal basis. I
want to hear from the Premier. I do not want to hear
from the federal Treasurer and the Prime Minister
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what type of tax reform we hope to have. It is not up
to business groups to be pursuing the business of
government. It is up to the government to lead. We
have seen little leadership in this debate.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! The honourable member has 2 minutes.
Mr DOLLIS - We have heard about generalities
that will do little to enhance the possibility of tax
reform. in the near future. There is not one group of
people in this society that does not believe it is high
time the government examined the type of taxation
people are paying in this country. If we want that we
must also examine the alternatives.
No-one wants to talk about the alternatives
specifically. That big document called Fightback was
rejected convincingly by the Australian people
because the GST was its fundamental component,
and GST is creeping slowly into the federal and state
government agendas, but it is a document that we
refuse even to mention. What is the tax that we are
refusing to mention? Consumption tax. This is
despite the fact that people like the honourable
member for Prahran are including the question on
the Internet. What the honourable member for
Prahran is not including is an explanation of GST
and whether Fightback should be resurrected. She
should explain what Fightback is.
In conclusion I point out that the economic recipes
included in this budget, if not carefully analysed,
could have dangerous consequences for Victoria's
future. The unemployment rate is up and services
have been cut. There is a crisis in the hospital system
right across Victoria. It is high time that government
members demanded that the Premier and the
Treasurer ensure that Victorians' money is well
spent.

Mr LEIGH CMordialloc) - I support the
Appropriation (1996-97, No. 1) Bill. Four years after
our election we need to be reminded of a couple of
things. We need to be reminded of history.
Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr LEIGH - I will come to you shortly. It is
interesting how time flies, how people change their
minds and how they forget. One need only go down
to the courts today to see that there is a court case
going on: the Pyramid case. It is still going thanks to
Rob Jolly and Andrew McCutcheon. Mr Thwaites,
the honourable member for Albert Park, knows
Andrew McCutcheon well: after all, he was
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employed by Mr McCutcheon whom he stabbed in
the back so that he could become the member for
Albert Park. I will come to more detail about his
activities later.
On top of that, remember 1992? Almost daily the
Auditor-General or somebody else would announce
some scandal that was going on in Victoria.
Remember the loss of the State Bank - the great
deal signed by Ms Kimer? Paul got the bank;
Victoria got $2.5 billion and has been paying it off
ever since.

Here we have a group of political opportunists who
think that the matter is now so distant in
everybody's memory that people cannot recall
Victoria being the butt of the joke: what is the capital
of Victoria? Answer: one dollar! From the Northern
Territory to Tasmania and from Western Australia to
New Zealand, Victoria was a joke. We were a
laughing-stock because of the chaos that we were in.
In Ms Kimer's dying days as Premier her bright idea
for an industry in Victoria was poker machines. She
spent $700 000 of taxpayers' money telling
everybody that this would be one of the great new
industries the Labor Party was going to introduce
into Victoria. Now this group ofbleaters on the
other side of the chamber consistently complains
about poker machines. How short their memories
are.
Let us remember a couple of other facts from 1992.
Victoria's debt was almost $32 billion. The
unemployment rate was 13 per cent. Various
members of the opposition today, including the
deputy leader, have talked about unemployment.
The deputy leader is using statistics like 8.5 per cent.
I have news for him: 8.5 per cent is a lot less than 13
per cent. It is still not good enough, but the Kennett
government is doing everything it can to advance
the state.
In the papers today it is reported that Victoria is
having a tourism boom. More people are coming
into the state to participate in its activities than
anywhere else in the country. The member for
Albert Park, who is now not sure whether he is for
the grand prix or against it but knows that his leader
is for it, is silent about the event that brought
thousands of tourists into Victoria this year and that
will bring thousands more tourists next year. No
doubt the member for Albert Park will use his gold
pass to get in next year. I can imagine him at the
gates with his gold pass, wanting to be seen at a
popular event.

Tuesday, 8 October 1996

Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr LEIGH - Unlike the situation under the
Kimer government, there were no free tickets for the
race day. I got in but it had nothing to do with the
Kennett government. My brother-in-law and my
father-in-law helped me. It was nothing to do with
the Kennett government and there was no taxpayers'
money involved. We didn't do anything like that. It
is not like the old days of the rorting that went on
under the Labor Party.
One of the things the Labor Party continues to bleat
about is that those times have now passed; the
Guilty Party is no more and it is all different. Is it?
Let us go down the list in this chamber: never mind
the other side. The honourable member for
Sunshine, the brilliant expert who gave Victorians
Workcover: the debt was $4 billion until the Labor
Party got it a bit under control, when it was losing
only $2.5 billion! For that he is now consigned to the
back bench, sitting up in the corner there, grinning at
the back of the Leader of the Opposition's head
because he cannot wait for him to fall.
The member for Thomastown, Mr Batchelor, is in a
unique category. I regard as perhaps the biggest
offence anybody in a democratic society can ever
commit to try to usurp people's votes. We all
remember that Mr Batchelor, the Labor Party's
secretary, held a press conference at which he
announced that he was doing the voting changes as
Peter Batchelor, the private person, not Peter
Batchelor, state secretary of the ALP.
Did he get help from the government of the day? Of
course not! Some legal opinions stated that he
should be charged for misusing his position. But one
opinion stated that he should not be charged, so
John Cain said, 'Let him go'. lbis is supposed to be
the new look Labor Party. I should give each of
those members of the Labor Party who will be there
on the weekend a copy of the list to remind them to
clean up their party.
Let's consider Steve Bracks, the honourable member
for Williamstown. Ms Kimer wanted a woman to
represent that electorate, as well as more women
elsewhere in the Labor Party. The only person they
could get was John Cain's former adviser, who had
been behind the scenes telling Mr Cain how to run
Victoria. The Leader of the Opposition was at one
time the federal member for Bendigo, but he was so
popular he got kicked out. He then dropped into the
Legislative Council. Eight months later, because it
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could not find a leader, the opposition decided to
spend $100 000 of taxpayers' money to bring him
into this place. It was musical chairs!
I stand to be corrected on a couple of these points,
but I believe the honourable member for Coburg
was another ALP adviser. I am not sure where he
stood in the ranking, but he replaced the only person
in the Labor Party who understood the standing
orders - Torn Roper. While he was in this place
Mr Roper was always trying to beat this government
to death. What did Labor do? It beat him to death!
We did not have to do it because Labor did it for us.
Now I turn to the honourable member for
Richmond, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. He
has an interesting history because he has been
involved with things like the printing presses in the
office of the previous honourable member for
Richmond. He was not involved in producing
how-to-vote cards, but he was involved in
taxpayer-funded arrangements. However, Labor
was a different party then. The honourable member
is so trustworthy he now has the job of protecting
his leader's back. But he is not protecting the back of
the Leader of the Opposition; he is protecting his
own back, because if the party gets rid of the leader
the honourable member will also be consigned to the
rear.
The honourable member for Bundoora was one of
Premier Kimer's assistants and was also the
electorate officer for the late honourable member for
Greensborough. My recollection is that the
honourable member for Yan Yean was also involved
back then, but I am not sure in what - and I don't
think Labor is sure, either.
I have some more interesting information. The
shadow Attorney-General is a failed chief of staff of
the Leader of the Opposition. He was so successful
as his assistant that he was put in this place.
Unfortunately, he is also a failed former member of
the Queensland Parliament. He is obviously still not
sure that he is in the Victorian Parliament because he
keeps referring to Joh Bjelke-Petersen and to
anything but what is happening in this Parliament.
Here is another interesting one. The honourable
member for Altona is a former Mayor of the City of
Footscray. That city was into cheating its own
ratepayers out of local buildings so it could flog
them off for lots of money - another success story!
The honourable member for Springvale is a very
interesting case. He was the chief powerbroker in the
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Kimer government. In particular, he was
Ms Kimer's pet canary in the Socialist Left and he
ran everything behind the scenes. He is against
poker machines these days, but when he had control
of his leader he was in favour of them. He wanted to
spend $700 000 of taxpayers' money on promoting
that great new sunrise industry in Victoria. Good
work! He is well known locally for promoting the
construction of two roads. Unfortunately, they were
built with wide ends and narrow centres, so this
government is trying to find $20 million which is
now much needed to fix the mess. Ms Kirner was so
intelligent she sold the state out, so the money for
arterial roads went to the national road program.
The honourable member for Springvale says in local
circles that the government should spend money on
our roads, which reminds me of an interesting
demonstration I saw during the last election
campaign. The honourable members for Clayton and
Springvale, among others, organised a meeting at
the road interchange. Unfortunately for them, the
residents had good memories, and when those
honourable members started blaming Jeff Kennett
and company, the residents told them they were a
pack of mugs and that they should disappear
because it was all their fault. In the last week of the
election campaign the local newspapers and
residents, who were traditional Labor voters,
attacked the Labor Party candidates because they
were not telling the truth. He was there!

Mr Micallef - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
the honourable member for Mordialloc is saying
untruths about me. I was not there. It is absolutely
untrue. In fact, I was upset at not being invited.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! There is no point of order.
Mr LEIGH - Fortunately for the honourable
member for Springvale, the Kennett government
gave him another electorate officer, who was
employed as a full-time membership officer in
Springvale to ensure the honourable member kept
his seat. What a good program!

Next on the list is the honourable member for
Footscray, another adviser. The honourable member
for Northcote says the Socialist Left, Eddie included,
did not make the economic mistakes but that they
were made by Mr Jolly and Mr Crabb, who were
both Centre Unity figures. He has said to his
colleagues: 'If you do not come clean, I am going to
spill the beans at the conference and a few other
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places'. The dear honourable member for N orthcote
is still beavering away.
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It was a guarantee, no funding was involved.

The Treasurer said:
Then we have the honourable member for Albert
Park - and there has been some good work on his
part! Because of his interests he is probably better
suited to federal Parliament. Leaving that aside, and
ignoring the fact that he does not agree with the
grand prix - Mr Finn - Where's his yellow ribbon?
Mr LEIGH - Who knows? He is either opposed
or just invisible. I guess there is some consistency
there. He was an assistant to Mr Andrew
McCutcheon, whose seat of St Kilda disappeared. I
recall the factional battle and that when the minister
he worked for lost his job the honourable member
for Albert Park got the seat. That's what you call
working together!
I do not know the ALP members in the other house
very well, but there are only 10 left. At the last
election we ran a couple of Guilty Party
commercials, but mostly our commercials were
positive, detailing what we had done and what we
were going to do. At this point I have to ask the
question: is the Guilty Party really dead? I do not
think it is.

Mr Finn interjected.
Mr LEIGH - It is alive and well, as the
honourable member for Tullamarine says. In that
administration the ministerial advisers had more
power than most of the backbenchers. When the
State Bank was sold I suspect the honourable
member for Springvale had no idea what was about
to happen. The honourable member probably sat in
shock, as would have the rest of them - including,
presumably, the then Treasurer - when the then
Premier told them. Ministerial advisers have played
a far more important role in Labor governments
than have the backbenchers. Could this group be
trusted? No!

It is appropriate to return to the case of the Leader of
the Opposition, because this man used to be the
shadow Treasurer. I refer to page 1994 of Hansard of
17 November 1994; I think it was the last day of the
session. I had asked the Treasurer about the
problems at the Mordialloc RSL and the supposed
guarantee given by the Labor government that never
eventuated. The shadow Treasurer, now the Leader
of the Opposition, by interjection said:

He said, by interjection, that no funding was involved,
it was simply the provision of a guarantee. The purpose
of a guarantee is if there is no satisfactory financial
performance for the project - Mr Brumby - There is. Your Premier agreed to it, you
fool.

Then the honourable member for Albert Park
became involved and after facing the prospect of
being thrown out of the house, the Leader of the
Opposition was forced to withdraw. His comments
are immortalised in Hansard: he said no money was
involved.
Recently the Labor Party lost at least $2 million. Its
building has been sold; now the matter is in the
courts and is in an almighty mess. I have checked
my facts; generally the same people who served in
Joan Kimer's administration are still sitting on the
opposition benches. U the Leader of the Opposition
had been sitting on the government side of this
chamber, his government would have lost the state
another $2 million. Has the world really changed?
No! It is still the same group that is prepared to
waste and mismanage as it did in the past. Nothing
has changed. I hope that at the next election the
advertisements will show the names of ministerial
advisers-Mr Finn interjected.

Mr LEIGH - Yes, that is a promotion; David
White lost the Tullamarine contest and then became
the ALP state secretary!
Mr KenneH - Because he cannot get a job in the
private sector.

Mr LEIGH - Yes. Yet the Labor Party suggests
itself as an alternative government for Victoria!
Normally my contribution to this debate would be
more positive. The ALP, a great political party for
more than 100 years, will meet this weekend to
discuss the future of a few people; the party wants to
replace about 12 from its ranks. I predict that its
headquarters will now do a deal to worry about only
the Liberal seats and not about its seats until about
six months before the next election.
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I warn the ALP that such a deal would be fraught
with difficulty. The concept is to get candidates up
in seats and doser to the election, when everybody is
busy, to consider the other seats. Let the Labor Party
replace a few; almost overnight a few will go but a
new group will be in here. If I were on the
opposition benches I would not like that deal.
I would be highly suspicious of it.
Mr Andrianopoulos interjected.
Mr LEIGH - 1 know more about such things on both sides of politics - than many would suspect.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! I am having difficulty relating the remarks of
the honourable member to the bill. 1 ask the
honourable member to relate his remarks to the bill.
Mr LEIGH - 1 am coming to the point. If the
coalition had not been elected, we would be
discussing the continuing machinations of the Labor
Party and its administration. However, Victorians
became aware of those machinations!
Today the Premier made a relevant point when he
offered to go to the Labor Party state convention and
tell the delegates where they went wrong. Today we
are talking about a responsible budget.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr LEIGH - Yes. As the honourable member
says, the government proposes many effective and
efficient programs, from getting rid of the scallopers
from the bay to improving the state of the economy
and to achieving reduced debt. For example, despite
what the Leader of the Opposition says, electricity
prices have fallen, if looked at in the overall scheme
of things. 1 accept that that is difficult for most
people to understand. Victoria now has probably
one of the best governments in Australia.
Mr McLellan - The best!
Mr LEIGH - The best - 1 was being cautious.
The government has addressed the real issues.
Health is a big issue. 1 ran into the honourable
member for Albert Park last week. He said, 'What is
happening to Mordialloc hospital?'. 1 said, 'Wait and
see'. Yet 5 seconds later 1 got a telephone call from a
journalist on the local newspaper who said, The
honourable member said you should resign'. 1 said,
'Why has he said 1 should resign?'. He said, 'He did
not give us any reason; have you got any reason?'. 1
said, 'No'.
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The honourable member for Albert Park is
grandstanding and has no idea how he would run a
health system. His government gave us hospital
wards where men and women lie side by side.
Mr Andrianopoulos interjected.
Mr LEIGH - You did it. 1 am not happy about
having women and men in the same hospital wards.
Who did it? The Labor government had 10 long
years to fix that mess, but it failed. Now it says,
'After four years everything should be hunky-dory',
but in the health system that is not so. The system is
dealing with more than 800 000 people a year more than in the years when the Labor Party ran the
system. I agree that mistakes are made, and on
occasions 1 become involved with problems in our
hospitals. No honourable member would be happy
about mistakes being made in hospitals. Can anyone
envisage the honourable member for Albert Park
handling that portfolio? No!
This is the same man who came to my electorate,
stood up at a meeting and promised that if he were
elected he would save the hospitals. Everybody
asked him how. What was his answer? 'I do not
know.' 1 then said to the meeting, 'You have heard
him and his candidate making all these promises. 1
am not going to stand up and make the same wild
promises they are making because 1 do not think
you believe their promises.' Do you know what
happened? The 800 people in the hall cheered
because they knew 1 was right. 1 was applauded
because 1 attacked them and their phoney promises.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! 1 am sure this is fascinating to many
members, but 1 am having great difficulty relating it
to the bill.
Mr LEIGH - Hospitals are dealt with in the
budget.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! 1 ask the honourable member to relate his
remarks to the bill before the house.
Mr LEIGH - The fact is that these people have
mucked it up, and they are proposing nothing.
Where are their policies? like all members of
Parliament, 1 am never totally happy about
everything a government does; nor should we,
because we are all human. But there is one thing this
government does above all else: when it makes
mistakes it acknowledges and fixes them.
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The Labor opposition opposes everything. The
Leader of the Opposition attacked the $700 000 or
$800 000 that was spent on publishing a booklet
setting out what we have been doing in Victoria. If
we had not produced the book we would have been
criticised for not informing the people. The
opposition also criticised the open days, calling it a
stunt. More than 90 000 people turned up for that
stunt, and on one of those days it was pouring with
rain. The Labor Party says that everybody who
turned up was a fool. I do not believe that my
constituents are fools. They are certainly not,
because they did not elect the Labor Party candidate.
The opposition criticises the 90 000 people who
turned out on the weekend, sometimes in the
pouring rain, to look at the things that we are doing
for them - and that is what is significant.
I congratulate the Treasurer on once again doing a
magnificent job in tough circumstances. We now
have to help the federal government: over the next
three years we have to put in $400 million to help get
the federal government out of the mess the Keating
government left it.
Two things have to be done in the coming years.
One relates to the reform of both state and federal
taxes. I hope that, rather than just criticising, the
federal Labor Party supports the federal government
and takes a bipartisan approach. Secondly, we have
to give tax relief not only to the business community
but also to the average citizen. We acknowledge we
are the highest-taxed state in the country.

Mr Hamilton intetjected.
Mr LEIGH - The honourable member for
Morwell is one of the few responsible people on that
side. If I did not believe he did not mean what he
said, I would be outraged. Every Victorian is paying
too much money because of the mistakes of Labor.
We are behind the eight ball because of 10 years of
incompetent government by the Guilty Party. Labor
can replace some of the members on its backbench
who have no power, but the rest of them are still
there, including the. honourable member for
Williamstown and the honourable member for
Albert Park. Nothing has changed. Until the Labor
Party conference decides to make some serious
changes--

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! The honourable member's time has expired.

Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - We have just
listened to 30 minutes of what can very politely be
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called drivel. The honourable member for
Mordialloc demonstrated clearly that he had nothing
to say. True to form, he said absolutely nothing in
30 minutes. The honourable member once had some
credibility in this place, being a shadow minister
when he was the member for Malvern. Somehow he
fell from grace and, in doing so, landed in a big hole.
Ever since he has been throwing bucketfuls, trying
to get himself out of that very deep hole. It is sad
that the honourable member spent nine-tenths of his
speech vilifying honourable members on this side.
There was no need for that. It was more a comment
on the honourable member himself than on anything
he had to say.
We ought to be concentrating on important things.
One is the role of government, which has to be about
far more than bread and circuses. The government is
led by an advertising agent, and not a terribly
successful one at that. It has spent four years doing
nothing except promoting a big advertising stunt.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAMILTON - It is good to hear some
response from those opposite, because it means I
have hit a sensitive nerve. If they were not so
sensitive, they would not be responding.
A government member - You are normally a
decent human being. We do not expect this from
you!

Mr HAMILTON - Flattery will get them
nowhere! I want to spend my time discussing three
issues. Firstly, I will comment on the Latrobe Valley.
I do not think I have ever made a speech in this
house without commenting on the valley. Secondly,
I will comment on Aboriginal affairs. Thirdly, I will
talk about higher education, or post-school
education, which may be the more appropriate term.
It is important that members realise there are places
outside Melbourne. This would be the most
Melbourne-centric government in the history of
Victoria. We hear about the good things happening
in Victoria - but where are they? Those of us who
live in the country are very aware that all the hype,
all the circuses and all the exercises - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAMILTON -It is appropriate that all
members - and I include all those on the
government benches who live in the country clearly realise what country Victoria means to the
government. It does not think beyond the tramlines.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAMILTON - It is easy to see from the
guffaws opposite that they have not been out in the
bush. If members opposite spent some time beyond
the tramlines they would realise that there is wide
criticism of the government coming from all
quarters. The prime example is the reaction to the
announcement on the last day of sitting three weeks
ago of the complete deregulation of and open slather
on shop trading hours. Country Victoria, as
Mr Acting Speaker would know, was not consulted.
Throughout country Victoria there is a great
reluctance to accept open slather on shop trading
hours. When the bill is debated it will be very
interesting to listen to those members opposite who
are on the record as having consistently opposed
open slather on shop trading hours in general and
Sunday trading in particular, for all sorts of good
reasons - and fundamentally they come from
country Victoria. There is no doubt that the National
Party, which is part of the coalition government, will
have some very deep soul searching to do when this
bill comes up for debate; there is not a doubt in the
world about that.
We should also remember - and country Victorians
remember every day of the week - the hype during
the last federal and state election campaigns. The
RACV, the Victorian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce and the Victorian Farmers Federation
went around the state promoting cheaper petrol
prices in the country. There were promises by the
federal coalition, in particular by the federal member
for Gippsland, Peter McGauran, now the federal
Minister for Science and Technology, who said,
'When we get into government we will fix it'. Even
members of the state government were saying they
would fix up country petrol prices. But it is now
8 October 1996 and sweet nothing has happened!
The rorts and the collusion and the complete
ignorance of the Trade Practices Act have continued.
One has only to drive beyond the tram tracks to see
the rorts in country Victoria. Nothing has changed.
We have heard the promises of action; meanwhile,
state and federal government members sit on their
hands. One thing the government could do to boost
country Victoria would be to address the rorting of
petrol and LPG prices.
Mr Kilgour - Ten years you were there and you
caused it!

It so happens that the Liberal and National parties
are in government and have been for four years. We
were reminded of that by last weekend's big
birthday party and by the $800 000 wasted on the
advertising stunt that was put in everyone's
letterbox. Sweet nothing has been done! In another
four years will we still hear: 'You were there for 10
years'? You have been there for four years and you
have done nothing.
It is great to hear that at least one government
member is sensitive to the needs in the country. It is
a pity the cabinet is not as sensitive. As the
honourable member for Murray Valley has said,
legislation comes into existence when a government
wants to do something about a problem. It could
legislate tomorrow and fix the petrol price problem,
but it will not. Why? It does not have the courage to
take on the petrol companies, and it does not have
the strength to represent country Victoria. You are in
government; you have a massive majority in both
houses yet you sit on your hands. You say you
didn't cause it. Who is in government? It's a sad day
when I have to tell the honourable member for
Shepparton who is in government.

Who is sitting on the government benches? Who has
control of the Treasury? All the government has
done for four years - there is no sign things will
change - is cry, 'You were there for 10 years and
you did not fix it'. The coalition has been in
government for four years and has not fixed two
basic problems confronting country Victoria. How
long will the government go on blaming someone
else for its problems? How long will it continue to sit
on its hands and do nothing about those two
important issues?
Last week, with mixed feelings, I attended the
handing over of the second stage of the Loy Yang B
power station to Edison Mission. Mr Speaker was
there representing the government. I am sure the
ceremony held special significance for him, having
been the Minister for Energy and Minerals during
most of its construction stage. I am deeply saddened
about the sale of the Loy Yang B power station to an
overseas company. The saving grace, if any - you
can't have half-principles; if you do you may as well
sell your soul down the river - is that the state still
owns 49 per cent of the station. Forty-nine per cent
of the profits of a goose that keeps on laying golden
eggs is not a bad outcome.
Or Napthine interjected.

Mr HAMILTON - The short-term memory of
the honourable member for Shepparton is amazing.
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Mr HAMILTON - The minister has just
demonstrated his ignorance. In fact, 41 per cent was
sold off to Mission, and 59 per cent was owned by
the state. This government gave them the extra
10 per cent, but we will not let that detail worry us!
I acknowledge the minister's interjection, that the
process was started by the former Labor
government, but it is worth noting that the second
stage of the completion of Loy Yang B was carried
out by the SEC project team, a state-owned
organisation. That outstanding project, managed by
the SEC, ~ame in before time and under budget, and
every project manager and worker involved must be
congratulated. Less than 2 per cent of construction
time was lost due to industrial action. That is a
magnificent record for a project of that size and
importance. Not one worker lost his life, a
wonderful achievement for a major construction
project such as that.
I was pleased and proud that the speakers at the
handing over recognised the contribution of workers
and the way the project had been handled. It is an
excellent example of a public sector company, in this
case the SEC project team, doing an absolutely
magnificent job.
As I said, the achievement was recognised not only
by. the Speaker of the Assembly but also by the
pnvate owners and the rest of the community. That
example of cooperation and unity backs up my
belief of many years that the state and the public
sector can do a wonderful job when they work
toge~~ .. People should not forget that when they
are cnticised for arguing against privatisation. There
are man~ examples of publicly owned companies
and public sector workers working well together. I
pay tribute to every manager and worker on that
proj.ect. They have produced a magnificent power
sta?on, with a magnificent contract into the bargain.
Thirty years of guaranteed sales and prices is a deal
most of us would like to achieve.
More than enough has been said, especially in the
media, about the comments of the federal member
for Oxley. I abhor her comments, which I think are
derisive. They are damaging not only to the
community but, most importantly, to our
reconciliation with the indigenous people of this
country. Not only has Pauline Hanson got her facts
wrong, but she is ignorant and vindictive. Last
Friday! attended the opening of the Wathaurong
Abongmal Cooperative in Geelong. At that opening
a poem was read by Bruce Pascoe, who is a member
of that cooperative. I will read the poem into
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Hansard because if we listen to what it says we will
understand a great deal more about the Aboriginal
people. The poem is entitled 'We Will Still Be Here'
and begins:
Bang wod jok kimbame -

the Aboriginal words for 'we are here'.
Bang wod mongore ar kimbame -

'we sit down here'.
We have always been here
200 000 years the rocks say
We say
Forever
We cannot have our land returned
We are the land
We are part of it.
The dollars that change hands
Are like Monopoly
toy money in greedy hands,
Hands that do not know
that land is not exchanged
for coloured paper.
This is Bungjil's place-

Bungjil was the eagle.
this is mumong, yam daisy country
this is kudjingmurra, orchid root country
this is boono ar, tea tree
and worark tu, paperbark
kooderoo and warrener -

that is, abalone and turbot shell.
tomang and yurrok -

that is, fish and goanna.
wiin and korrayn -

that is, fire and water
You cannot buy it from us
You cannot give it back
You cannot even steal it away.
Take our flag Mr Herron
Fail to pay the rent
but when you wake in the moming
we'll still be here.
We will never leave this land
no matter what new trick you try
In our language the White Faced Heron
is bit bit der uk
But we would never grace you with
our name
To us you will be that White Faced Heron
that hides in the sun and spears innocent fish.
But never ntind,never ntind
When you wake in the morning
we will still be here
and on every morning after that
when the worms make fun of your tongue
we will be here.
For this is our land
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this is dya-

that is, the earth.
this is the place of the Wathaurong
the place of our burron
our babarong and tandop -

that is, aunts and uncles.
our barrnbarra and koki -

that is, sisters and brothers.
Take away your money
close our doors
unplug the phone
but try to stop the river
try to stem the tide
the tea tree from flowering in spring.
You cannot
for we are the Wathaurong
and we will always be here.
Think of us when next you thieve
dream of us in your restless sleep.
Bang woo jok kimbame
Bank wOO mongore ar kimbame

The real message of the poem is the relationship
between the indigenous people of this country and
the land. There is also a political reference, given the
happenings with ATSIC and the funding for the
cooperatives, and I accept that that is a real political
statement. However, their relationship with the land
is something that clearly most of us cannot
comprehend. It is a spiritual relationship; they are
~e land. They do not sell land and they do not own
It; they are the land. Until we recognise the
relationship that exists between the land and people
who have survived more than 200 years of genocide
and more than 200 years of misplaced and
misdirected policies, we will not understand those
people. We will not understand the beauty and the
richness of their culture. They care for nature and
the land is an important part of their relationship to
each other. Their culture is the oldest surviving
culture in the world - no-where do we see an older
culture. There is no archaeological evidence
an~here. W~ have something that is very precious.
Until we, the mvaders, understand the relationship
between the people and their land, we will always
be the worse off. We will always be at a loss to .
understand and have true reconciliation.
The ~us.tra1ian Bureau of Statistics recently issued a
publication called Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
People at a Glance. There is a publication for each
st~te, ~d the one to which I refer was produced for
VIctona. Recorded in the publication are the very
sad statistics that, in terms of the health of our
indigenous people, nearly a quarter of those in
Victoria suffer from asthma, more than 10 per cent
have high blood pressure and more than 13 per cent
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have eye or hearing problems. They have an
unemployment rate of 38 per cent. We talk about
8.5 per cent or 10 per cent, and the previous speaker
even referred to 13 per cent, but here we have a
community with a 38 per cent unemployment rate.
Indeed, those in employment are, by and large,
employed through ATSIC-funded positions. More
than 10 per cent of these people have been taken
~way from their families. No-one can imagine until
It happens to them the tearing of a mother's heart
when a child is taken away. These children were
taken away to be assimilated and given a good
education. How uncaring, how uncouth, how
terrible for a Minister for Aboriginal Affairs in the
federal government to say that they were probably
better off because they were taken away. That is
unbelievable. I cannot believe anyone would even
think it let alone say it. It is something just too
terrible for me to imagine and I feel terribly sad
about that.
We also have the sad history of the lack of education
and tr~g that has occurred with this group in our
communIty. If a government has a job to do, if it has
a responsibility, it is a duty of care. It is the duty of
the government to provide leadership to build a
c~g society, to build a society that works together
Without a competitive, dog-eat-dog and
survival-of-the-fittest attitude. If we do so we will
destroy not only the weak but everyone else as well.
The greedy will never be satisfied. No matter how
many riches and material possessions they get they
will never be satisfied and they will destroy
themselves and everyone else.
If the government wants to talk about its success, I
want to see some record of the Kennett
government's building some cooperation into our
society. It should get off the economic jargon, the
debt and all the other things that are measured in
dollars. It seems as though the government knows
the cost of everything and the value of nothing. If we
sell our soul we have nothing left at all. I therefore
ap~eal to the government to let us start building our
SOCIety. Let us start building our communities and
making sure they work and cooperate so that there
is some feeling of self-esteem and of empowerment
of the individual to make a contribution. Despite all
the Crown Casinos, the grands prix, the Oty Link
programs and all the rest of the visible things, the
greatest asset of this state is its people. If we destroy
those people and their willingness to be part of and
contribute to our society we will have destroyed all
the things that are terribly important.
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I conclude by referring to some aspects of
post-secondary education, and I am glad the
minister is sitting opposite. I have visited a number
of TAFE colleges and there is no doubt that the
TAFE sector is doing it hard. Given the recent cuts
by the federal government and the inevitable
flow-on effect to Victoria's vocational education and
training, the TAFE sector will face some very
difficult challenges.
For 50 years or more the TAFE sector has
demonstrated its resilience and ability to adapt to
change and to do a great job. I was recently talking
to the director of one of our TAFE colleges. It was at
a large gathering at our house and I was carving a
leg of lamb. As I was paring it down to the bone he
said it reminded him of the funding of TAFE
colleges. He said colleges had met the challenges,
they had restructured and reorganised and cut
down everywhere but they had reached the bone
and there was nothing left to pare off.
The message I should like to give the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training, who is at the table,
is that the most urgent need facing TAFE colleges is
that of staff development. We live in a changing
society - I am sad about some of the changes - but
if the government wants to ensure that TAFE
colleges remain strong and viable educational
sectors it must include in its next budget resources
for staff development. The colleges do not need
funds for monuments or monoliths, they need funds
to build up their staff and to provide development
programs so that they can get on with the job they
have done so well in the past. Colleges have been
pared to the bone and they can go no further.
I conclude my remarks on an issue that is the
greatest contradiction I have ever heard. The
government and previous speakers have said that
debt is a terrible thing and the government has done
a wonderful job reducing the debt from $32 billion to
$8 billion. The figures are meaningless. Not many of
us could imagine $1 billion. I would not know what
to do with that amount of money. However, the
government and its .supporting media have placed
great stress on debt reduction but there has been
little critical analysis of some of the statements
made - but I do not wish to get into that.
I shall comment on the contradiction and complete
hypocrisy of a government that sat on its hands
while the federal minister, Amanda Vanstone, made
changes that have created relatively large amounts
of debt for every student in our tertiary institutions.
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Mr Honeywood - Who brought in HECS?
Mr HAMILTON - It is no answer to blame
someone else. Two wrongs have never made a right.
The vice-chancellors caved in and said they would
privatise universities and make them into shops
selling knowledge. The minister would know that
universities are more than institutions that produce
degrees, they are the heart and foundation of
knowledge. They excel in the search for knowledge
and truth. The minister should go and read Plato.
The government is so concerned about debt that it is
allowing a $30 000 or $40 000 debt to be imposed on
every person in our universities and that is
_ absolutely shameful. It does not seem to matter to
the government if an individual has debt. Its only
concern is that the government does not have debt.
To my mind the reverse should be true. It is not
unusual for governments to have debt over the years
and for its people to pay it off.

Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - I congratulate the
Treasurer on the budget he brought in this session. I
was interested in the comments of the honourable
member for Morwell who said that figures are
meaningless. That is certainly the way the Labor
Party treated figures, especially in this house, in this
state and federally. He also spoke about the debt
being imposed on university students. I do not have
any problem with people paying to go to university
for an education that enables them to earn
thousands of dollars more than the normal working
man.
We hear opposition members screaming and
carrying on about that but it is a lot of rubbish. What
they do not bother to say is that these students do
not have to pay back the debt until they are earning
more than $25 000. The more they earn the more
they pay. What could be fairer? The way the Labor
Party is carrying on one would think it was the
worst thing in the world that could happen. I do not
believe I should be paying taxes for somebody who
is going to be earning hundreds of thousands of
dollars as a lawyer or a medical specialist. The
working man in the street should not have to pay for
the education of these people. My daughter has been
through university and she is now earning good
money and paying for her education. I believe it is
right for her to pay. Not like the Labor Party which
wants to support all its union mates and put the
community down into a big black hole.
The first thing the Leader of the Opposition said in
his speech today was that there was no drop in
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taxes. That is because of the $200 million the state
has had to pay to help the federal government out of
its difficulties. The Labor Party has run this country
into the biggest black hole in our history just as the
compatriots of the honourable member for Morwell
did in the 10 years they were in government.
I remember when I could not hold my head high
walking down the street and say I was from Victoria.
I was on a parliamentary trip interstate when
Victoria was being called the rust bucket of the
nation. People said Victoria was not worth $1. We
have bad thoughts about what happened when the
Labor Party ran this state for 10 years. What a
tremendous job the Treasurer has done to pull this
state into the position it is now in.
I heard the Prime Minister refer to Victoria's
magnificent Treasurer, and how right he is. It is
wonderful to have this man in charge of our
finances. He has brought Victoria through; he has
delivered a budget with no increases in taxes. The
budget shows Victoria's achievements, the
rebuilding of its infrastructure and its confidence for
the future. This is a government that dares to say
how we should plan for the year 2001 for a start and
then for the year 2050 and then further on into the
future. All the Labor Party planned for was the week
ahead. For instance, the salaries of teachers were
being paid by Transport because the previous Labor
government could not make its finances go around.
Victorians can now hold their heads high. I am
proud to be a member of the Victorian government
and to say yes, we have made the hard decisions. It
has not been easy for Victorians. Some will still have
to hurt for a while, but many Victorians will be
better off because of these programs and because
that massive debt has been reduced. What was the
Labor Party doing? It was borrowing money to pay
interest. Have you ever heard of anything so
ridiculous? There was only one way Victoria could
have gone: on a downward spiral. But now we see
Victoria picking itself up and moving into a position
where its credit rating is almost back again and
where it has started to forget the Dark Ages of the
Labor Party. Nobody should ever forgive the Labor
Party for what it did to Victoria. The state debt has
now been slashed. We have investor confidence.
Capital expenditure has increased by 14.8 per cent
above the national average across Australia, which
shows that people are prepared to invest in Victoria
because they know that it has a future.
Unemployment is down from 12.8 per cent to 8.6 per
cent. That goes to show that people are prepared to
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employ if they can ensure that they have investment
ability and enough confidence in the future to be
able to employ people.
One of the great things that I see as the member for
Shepparton is the considerable increase in our
exports, many of which are dairy products, which
are now the major export from the port of
Melbourne. The best thing about dairy products is
that they give value-added produce, not like the
Queensland minerals that are shipped out without
any extra support from the local people, so we have
seen a rapid growth in exports: we have taken over
from Queensland as the third highest exporting
state. I mentioned all the minerals going out of
Queensland, yet here in Victoria most of our
products are value-added so we have been able to
bring Victoria back to the position it previously held
in manufacturing and food processing. I am very
proud to represent one of the great food processing
areas of Australia, the food bowl- the Goulburn
Valley area. We must continue to watch our work
process and to ensure that we can compete with
countries like America and even places like Brazil
that are looking for our markets. As the South-East
Asian markets open up we must go to them and ask
them what they need, because we can grow good
clean food here in Australia and in Victoria and
export to South-East Asian countries. With those
value-added products we are going to make sure
that country Victorian areas, particularly the
Goulburn and Murray valleys that are doing so
much food processing, have a tremendous future
ahead of them. Victoria is looking at exporting
goods to the South Pacific region in the future. The
Victorian government is doing a tremendous
amount through the industry grants to ensure that
industries are able to invest the extra capital in the
country that it needs to make sure that we remain
competitive across the world.
It was great to see in the budget papers that we are
putting $16 million into industry research, because
nowhere do we need research more than in our food
processing areas. I am proud to be the member for
Shepparton and to have in my electorate the
Institute of Sustainable Agriculture in Tatura, where
we have been able to spend more money on land.
We have been able to give the institute $5 million
worth of buildings where the scientists are doing a
tremendous job in researching the production of
food for the future, ensuring that the salinity
program goes ahead and salinity does not become a
major impediment to the growth of agricultural
products, and that we are able to stay competitive
and produce the sorts of products necessary to

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL

326

ASSEMBLY

ensure that our agricultural areas are able to
continue.
There has been a massive amount of water industry
reform, including a special project in the Goulburn
Valley to provide water for industry. We were trying
to produce goods for the rest of the world, yet the
water provided to those industries was below world
health standards. Through this project we are now
providing top quality water - above world health
standards - to ensure that the products we send
overseas are acceptable everywhere around the
world.
Nowhere is the reform of the water industry more
evident than in what we have seen in the past two
years around Tatura, with food-processing firms like
Tatura Milk Industries, Rosella and Snow Foods.
Previously Tatura was basically sitting on slush, and
the sewage system completely disintegrated. I had
told a former water board that something needed to
be done and the board members said they were
going to talk about the problem to the local
industries. If ever there was a need to see a major
change in water reform it was at Tatura, which now
is able to call on the expertise of Goulburn Valley
Water - an excellent organisation. Next Monday I
will be releasing its annual report which shows that
it has now taken over 18 water boards. It now has
the expertise and the ability to work with towns like
Tatura to ensure that they provide proper waste
management and top quality water for industry. I
am pleased to see the work programs taking place in
the water industry in the Goulburn Valley to ensure
that we stay competitive and produce the sorts of
products that are needed.
Water industry reform has been one of the great
achievements of this government, and I am sure we
will see the benefits of it for many years.
I will talk now about road funding because in
country areas road funding is an important
component of what is spent on local infrastructure.
In recent years in the Goulburn Valley there has
been a massive increase in the amount of weight we
expect our roads to hold, particularly in the Shire of
Rodney, which has had a good road network for 20
or 30 years. Originally the trucks were carting 3000
gallons of milk at a time to the milk-processing
plants. They are now carting 30 000 litres a time and
are putting a tremendous amount of weight onto the
roads and ripping them about. The roads are falling
to pieces. We cannot expect to be a major exporting
nation if we do not provide the infrastructure to
enable industries to cart their products firstly into
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the Goulburn Valley factory to be processed and
value-added and then to the ports, ensuring that
they arrive in good condition. Whether it is
processed food or fresh fruit and vegetables from the
Goulburn Valley farms, we need to ensure that our
road infrastructure is improved, because there are
massive amounts of produce in the Rodney shire
and in parts of the former Shepparton shire. We
need to support the local roads program so the roads
will be available to take the product both to market
and into the processing areas.
That leads me to the major problem with our
highway network in the Goulburn Valley, the
Goulburn Valley Highway, which is the major
arterial road between Melbourne and Brisbane.
Sadly, there have been 11 deaths in 11 months on the
Goulburn Valley Highway between Seymour and
Shepparton. Although the addition of passing lanes
has been very welcome, in recent years the amount
of traffic the road is holding makes it very
frustrating to drive on. Only yesterday in Melbourne
there was a lot of slow-moving traffic and transport
vehicles on the road, and it is not surprising that
drivers get frustrated and attempt to pass other
vehicles when it is not safe, resulting in horrific
accidents. Federal road funding has been slashed in
recent years and we have not been able to install the
infrastructure that we need to keep up, so it is very
frustrating for us in the Goulburn Valley to know
that Vicroads has a strategy that plans to provide a
duplicated highway from Seymour with sections to
Nagambie and Tallygaroopna and onto Shepparton
and eventually to provide a bypass around
Shepparton.
We need to ensure that the federal government
provides the money as soon as possible because
Vicroads is ready to go and the first section of the
road required for duplication has been surveyed.
The moment the money is provided by the federal
government the project is ready to roll. Every day it
becomes more evident that construction on the
highway should commence and that we have to plan
for the future.

In considering what the government has provided
for my electorate I need look no further than
education. Massive changes have taken place in the
four years of coalition government, but the first
thing I see is that we have returned the management
of schools to the schools themselves, headed by
principals rather than committees, which had to
ensure high union representation. The principal is
now the manager of the school and he or she brings
together the major players in the school to ensure
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that it is run the way the community wants it run.
The school council elects the principal it believes will
guide the school into the next century; the job does
not just go to the person who had a number that
meant he or she started 12 months before somebody
else. That has made a tremendous difference to our
schools because young principals with new ideas are
coming through the system and teachers and
students are benefiting.
The government has committed $6 million to a
reading recovery program, about which I have very
strong views. That major area of education needs
work. For several years I was on the council of the
Guthrie Street Primary School, which was fortunate
in that as most households in the school district had
only one person in employment the women who
were at home during the day were able to help with
the reading recovery program. It provided a
tremendous benefit for the students. I applaud the
previous Minister for Education, Mr Don Hayward,
for recognising that reading recovery was a major
problem in our schools, and I appreciate the fact that
$6 million has been put into the program.
The $21.8 million that will go into adult, community
and further education will be of great benefit to the
community, as will the $3 million for technology
centres. On Friday week the Minister for Education
will visit Shepparton to open one of the first science
and technology centres in country Victoria. There is
one in Geelong and another in Waverley and more
are planned. I was pleased that the previous
minister chose Shepparton as a site for a science and
technology centre because it will give students in
country Victoria the same opportunities as city
students. I have become a member of the council of
the centre, which will be based at the Shepparton
South Secondary College. The school will have a
new name, which will be announced when the
minister visits.
The principal of this school, Ralph Shaw, and the
manager of the science and technology centre, Chris
Ford, have done tremendous work in gaining
community and industry support. The centre also
has Telstra's support. It will provide technical
networks throughout the area, and I am pleased to
see that it will be able to earn money by being a
provider on the Internet. That will greatly benefit the
students and the communities of Shepparton and
the Goulbum Valley.
The centre is not just for the Shepparton South
Secondary College; it will include other secondary
colleges and primary schools. I look forward to the
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opening and to seeing the benefits that will flow to
the community.
I was pleased to see in the budget $10 million for
teacher aides because I believe that some fields,
particularly integration, require more aides in
schools. It will ensure that, compared with city
students, country students are not disadvantaged
and that they will have an opportunity to learn to
understand new technology. The $20 million that is
to be spent over four years on multimedia
computers will greatly benefit country students.
TIlls government has put more flexibility into
education programs. I am pleased that the Northern
Industry Education Board in Shepparton is working
closely with industry in a dual recognition program.
Students are able to spend some of their time in
school and some in industry. However, industry is
saying that it does not want students who do not
understand where it is at, so we must bring our
schools up to the standard industry requires. TIlls
program will ensure that students will go into
industry, while industry will work with the science
and technology centre through the board, of which
the Honourable Jeanette Powell in another place has
been the chairman. Industry is changing with the
world of technology, which is coming up with new
programs that require a different type of education,
so students will need to understand different things.
It is not much good educating students in one thing,
only to be told that education is running behind.
The new program will be a big plus for education in
the Goulbum Valley, and the tertiary programs at
the institute will better equip our students for the
future. I am pleased about that and I compliment the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training on the
tremendous work he has done in bringing together
the communities of north-eastern Victoria with the
TAFE colleges in Wangaratta, Benalla, Seymour and
Shepparton. The new college will benefit from the
new technology: for example, a future classroom in
Shepparton will beam programs into other areas and
the money that will be saved will greatly benefit
students and provide a wider range of courses.
It is of great concern to me that Shepparton has some
secondary school principals and teachers who do not
see the big picture involved in making provision for
more courses. We need a secondary college for year
11 and 12 students, but stumbling blocks are being
put in the way because teachers are concerned about
their own pOSitions. They fear that a senior college
will threaten their nice comfortable positions. They
are not thinking about the benefits for the students.

APPROPRIATION (1996/97, No. 1) BILL

328

ASSEMBLY

I envisage a regional college in Shepparton with
about 1200 senior students from places such as
Numurkah, Kyabram and Rushworth. I have friends
with children at Numurkah High School so I know
that the breadth of the curriculum they have been
offered is nowhere near that of the Shepparton
curriculum. We need to establish a regional senior
college. Students could take a bus to Shepparton,
where they would be offered a choice of 30 subjects
instead of 12 or 15.
The city council and the community want school
principals and teachers to widen their vision; they
understand the breadth of vision required. We need
to make people realise the importance of the future
for our students.
I am pleased about what the government is doing in
my community in the health arena. Through the
budget, the Treasurer has been able to improve
health facilities in the Goulbum Valley. Nine million
dollars is to be expended on the acute care area of
the Goulbum Valley Base Hospital to bring it up to
standard; it will have the appropriate equipment to
ensure it can provide the necessary health care to the
community.
Recently a psychiatric care facility that shares the
site and expertise of medical staff at the Goulburn
Valley Base Hospital has been opened in
Shepparton. I am pleased that those dollars have
been spent on new facilities at the acute care centre.
The base hospital now treats 155 000 more patients
than it did in 1992; the need for those facilities in the
Goulburn Valley is obvious.
Also the government has supported the Mooroopna
Performing Arts Centre. The valley was desperate
for a facility where Australian and world-class
artists could perform. The civic centre there had
been regarded as a large barn; artists like to perform
in proper performing arts centres. Honourable
members would be aware that Warragul has a
proper theatre.
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have fallen out of the system, and a learning centre
has been established in Guthrie Street, Shepparton,
for students with hearing difficulties.
The government has allocated $49 500 for the
refurbishment of the former Shire of Rodney offices
in Tatura to provide a kindergarten and day-care
centre. Great things are happening in country
Victoria and in my electorate.
I support the budget. I congratulate the government
and the Treasurer on being able to introduce such a
good budget while at the same time tackling
problems throughout the state. The government has
not imposed extra taxes as happened in New South
Wales, where the government was forced to
contribute to the former federal government deficit.
The Victorian government has been able to preserve
its savings while not increasing local government
rates or electricity charges. Every community will
benefit because that money will be put back into the
community.
I look forward to the future as the Victorian
government proceeds to implement this budget. I
look forward to extra support for the government
from the fruit bowl of Victoria: that is, the Goulburn
Valley. I totally support what the government is
doing through this budget to ensure that Victorians
forget about the past and look forward to the future
in whatever the government does with health,
education and exports. I look forward to the
government continuing to build Victoria with
confidence in partnership with the community.
Ms GILLElT (Werribee) - I am pleased to
contribute to the budget debate. This bill is what
most people call the budget; the community always
looks forward to the budget with keen anticipation.
It is the major opportunity for the government to put
its money where its mouth is, to practise what it
preaches, to deliver the goods for Victorians. The
budget should lay the foundation for the
implementation of the government's vision, for the
government's ideological view of the future of the
state.

The fundraising efforts of Mooroopna Secondary
College and its principal, John Schreenan - a great
principal for the future - the council and the
community, combined with an allocation from the
Community Support Fund, have led to $3 million
being provided to build a facility which will benefit
the performing arts in the valley. Schools will be able
to stage performances in that theatre.

The appropriation bill does exactly that. The budget
is tangible evidence of this government's vision for
Victoria because it fails the Victorian people as the
government has failed them. Where is the emphasis
in the budget on economic development? On the
casino!

The Goulburn Valley now also has a centre to assist
the development of students who may otherwise

Victoria's economic health is becoming increasingly
and alarmingly reliant on the gambling industry -
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an industry that concentrates on the redistribution of
wealth from those who can least afford it to those
who are least in need of it.
I refer particularly to the implications for my
electorate of this enormous economic reliance on
gambling and the dependence on an industry that
trades in suffering: for a number of reasons those
implications are felt particularly in Werribee.
According to the latest census figures, Werribee has
more poker machines per head of population than
any other electorate in the state. That fact, when
combined with other statistics - that Werribee has
the highest proportion of single-parent families of
any state electorate and that its contribution as a
community to gambling revenue is the highest of
any Victorian electorate - causes enormous concern
and demonstrates a significant underlying and
fundamental problem for my electorate.
In many ways the impact that this economic reliance
has on Werribee can be understood through an
incident that occurred a number of years ago with
our only community hall, the Centenary Hall. About
32 years ago, in the early days of Werribee's
development, a group of Werribee residents got
together and decided that for the benefit of the
community Werribee residents needed a place to
meet, to discuss issues and to enjoy themselves. The
group decided to borrow money to build a
community centre: that became what is now known
as Centenary Hall and was the focus of every
debutante ball, engagement party and major social
event in the community life of Werribee.

About three years ago Centenary Hall was closed;
now it sits in the main street of Werribee, closed.
That closure is attributable to the impact of
gambling as a basis for our economy. Gambling has
become a remedy or funding source for all
community needs, not a reliance on our own
capacities for doing things. Our gambling has
become an answer to everything.
Mr Hamilton - No genuine wealth creation at all.
Ms GILLElT - None at all. Even worse, it
actually impoverishes communities.

Centenary Hall is a perfect example. Centenary Hall
stands closed today because of a discussion in the
community three or four years ago about funding
arrangements for a group of local sporting
organisations. During a bitter argument that lasted a
year it was proposed that Centenary Hall become a
gaming venue to support local sporting clubs, a
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proposal which was fervently supported. Because
the issue could not be resolved one way or another,
the hall was closed. It remains closed to this day, the
divisions unable to be repaired. The hall is an
enormous community resource, and the community
has been left somewhat barren by its closure.
We hope to move to reopen it very quickly following
an application to the Community Support Fund, the
community having readily identified that the
contribution that we have made allows us to request
something in return. We want to reopen
Centenary Hall; we want to put life back into our
community, a life that the reliance on gambling has
taken away.
The closure of Centenary Hall represents the effects
of gambling, which are felt in many communities
that are on the fringes of the metropolitan area. In
many ways we are more isolated than most, and we
are more reliant on funding and on others
understanding that when people are encouraged to
move and to expand they need some support.
People cannot be placed in a community and
expected to forge new frontiers and not be
supported in the process - and I suggest that is
happening in Werribee.
However, gambling is not the only revenue base on
which the government has relied. The increases in
taxes and charges which most significantly affect
low-income families are the other important base of
revenue collection. This budget could have provided
some relief from that burden. I have spoken about
the profile of the community of Werribee, which is
feeling the effects of the taxation burden most
particularly.
Although the budget had the capacity to provide
that relief, it was not forthcoming - and one should
ask why not. If one were a cynic one could say, 'This
is not an election year, so it is not an appropriate
time'. The government believes the community does
not need it, that it would do better to wait for a more
appropriate time to provide the safety valve, despite
the fact that it is sorely needed now. There is no
point in having a surplus when people are crying
out for relief. Having money in the bank at this time,
when the community is in such need, is a disgrace
and not something the government should be proud
of. The government should hang its head in shame.
We should not be in surplus. My domestic budget,
like the domestic budget of many people in the
Werribee community, is not in surplus either. How
far out of step are you? How little do you
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understand? That is a rhetorical question, because
how little you understand is demonstrated by the
appropriation bills you have introduced. An even
sadder comment on your being out of touch with the
people whom you claim to represent - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The AcrING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order! I
ask the honourable member for Werribee to address
the Chair. I ask members on my right to give a little
less encouragement.
Ms GILLElT - I apologise, Mr Acting Speaker.
The appropriation bill demonstrates this
government's incapacity to understand what is
going on in the community it claims to represent and that is particularly so in my community. The
budget could have been looked at in a kinder light if
the government had had a strategy to give people a
greater capacity to shoulder the economic burdens
that have been placed on them by this government,
but that has not been the case, either. There is no
strategy that looks at improving the conditions of
people who are in employment, however tenuously,
or of those who are desperately seeking employment.
Today the Leader of the Opposition made the telling
point that against all state trends and against the
national trend - it is not just slightly against the
national trend and not just a tad out of whack with
what is going on everywhere else - job vacancies
are down by 4 per cent. That is hardly a rousing
endorsement of the budget; it is hardly an
endorsement at all. One might suggest that, instead,
it is an absolute criticism of the budget.
The government says, 'Jobs, jobs, jobs. We are doing
a terrific job'. Prove it! A 4 per cent reduction in job
vacancies is not exactly the proof of the pudding.
Employment is on the increase, which goes against
the trend in each of the other states. These are
frightening indicators that do not bode well for our
future.
I do not share the enthusiasm of the honourable
member for Shepparton. I do not share his comfort
zone. I live in Werribee and represent its people. The
comfort zone there is thin and evaporating quickly.

An Honourable Member - And toxic.
Ms GILLElT - And toxic - and that needs to
be addressed a little later. For a number of reasons,
the implications for Werribee in terms of jobs and
employment are significant. Firstly, 46 per cent of

Tuesday, 8 October 1996

the population of Werribee is aged between 14 and
24. What hope do they have when job vacancies are
down by 4 per cent, against other state and national
trends, and when it is already nigh on impossible to
get a job anywhere near your local area? Even if they
find jobs in their local area, there is inadequate
public transport to get them to and from that
employment. What hope do they have when they
have a government which appears to be totally
unsympathetic to the needs of anyone who lives
west of the West Gate Bridge? There is no emphasis
on, no importance given to and no understanding of
what life is like out on the fringe - none at all.
However, Werribee has retained important parts of
its soul and spirit. It has an active and creative
community. One member of that creative
community has turned his mind to the broad issue
of unemployment and its effects on our young
people. In his spare time he puts his thoughts down,
not in prose but in poetry. It might help to explain a
little of how we feel in Werribee if I quote his words.
The poet's name is Dennis Mclntosh, and he has
lived in Werribee for 24 years. The poem is called
'The Queue'.
The queue was long and winding
Their patience
Desperation driving
Work 50 jobs
3000 applicants
Slim chance
Slim hope
Strained faces
Avoiding eyes
A word
A lost look
Each new person
Eyed up and down
A certain humiliation
A cattle trail
The older person
A family
A home
They're last - on the line
Courageous
The teenager - pocket money
Jeans and dresses
Nothing to lose
Pride
Prestige if they're elected in this
Prestigious
The interview 6 hours in the room
No rest - each new face
Eager - keen to impress
The interviewer
Now depressed
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Repeat with monotonous repertoire
Name, address, resume
Name, address, resume
Name, address, resume
The queue dribbled dwindling
Disappearing, disappear, disperse
Gone
Unemployment
What a curse

The feelings, the thoughts and the words show what
it is .like where I come. from. We carmot see things
getting any better while this government remains in
place.
People are not only placing an inappropriate
reliance on industries such as gambling, they are
also suffering from the government's lack of an
employment strategy. Our young and older people
have already been bitten by an economic recession,
downsizing, restructuring and the pain the
government says we must endure. When will it
stop? When will there be some positive relief? When
will there be some hope for the future, which will
pay us back for the wanton damage of the last four
years?
What is there to celebrate? Workers do not have
award protection any more. The government
concentrates on obliteration, is not positive and does
not move forward. It has a third-rate accountant's
view of the universe and its only aim is to get the
budget into surplus. That will make us feel better!
The government thinks that when it obtains a
surplus it has done the job properly - but that is not
the government's job. The government's job is to
provi~e a vision and a future, to be progressive, to
take nsks, to be daring and to look after those who,
for one reason or another, find it difficult from time
to time to look after themselves. This government
has failed. The appropriation bill does not provide
that security.
Even if we bought the line that says, 'There has to be
some pain and suffering, but it is over. There is some
relief in sight', the appropriation bill does not
indicate that relief is in sight. The opportunity exists
for tax relief but it is not there, and there is no relief
for the unemployed.
The problems in Werribee are centred not only on
the lack of a vision for the future but on the
con~uin~ disc~nnection of our young people. The
gap IS getting Wider. The bridge is harder to cross;
more planks are missing. The message the
government is sending to all Werribee residents is
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epitOmised by an issue the community is currently
dealing with.
Just after the state election CSR and Brambles came
to town with a proposal for a joint venture to
enhance a quarry that CSR had occupied
constructively for some time. The joint venture
Brambles put forward was for a toxic waste dump!
The community's horror was palpable. Not only
were we not getting the things we needed for the
future, we were being told who we were, what was
thought of us and that Werribee was a perfect site
for a toxic waste dump. It is perverse that the
government has spent so much time, effort and
ener~ ~g to win the minds of the people of
Wembee With money for kinders, roads and all sorts
of things, only to demonstrate what it really thinks
of them. We found out that the government believes
Werribee is a perfect site for the disposal of toxic
waste! As you might imagine members of the
community were devastated by this. After they
recovered from the crash in their self-confidence
they said no.
'
During adjournment debates in this place I have
raised the matter with the Minister for Planning and
Local Government. I have asked him to help me
work out why this proposal is being inflicted on my
community. I want to know about the government's
strategy for ~e disposal of toxic waste. To this day I
have not received a response from the minister. He
h.as also received a petition containing some 14 000
sl.gnatures from the residents of Werribee, telling
him gently and politely that they do not want a toxic
dump in Werribee. A rally was held in Werribee on
Saturday morning. Tractors blocked the streets and
protesters marched up and down Watton Street. The
farmers of Werribee are not amused. Their land and
productive livelihoods are being significantly
affected, yet the government is sitting on its hands
and refusing to answer questions about a most
important issue, the safe disposal of toxic waste.
The government thinks it has the answer. It leaves it
to commercial operators to weather the storm, to
take the battering from the people of Werribee.
Meanwhile, government members sit on their hands
saying, 'We don't know whether we have a policy.
These are commercial matters. This is something
that Brambles and CSR will have to work out in the
community'. We've worked it out already. We'll
work it out; we'll work them out! There will be no
toxic waste dump in Werribee. There are plenty of
empty pools in the backyards of Toorak. We don't
need a toxic dump in Werribee.
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Where is the overall strategy for the disposal of toxic
waste in this state? There isn't one. The minister
should come clean on the toxic waste dispute,
because to this day he has been quiet. He has that
petition, which I presume he will do something
positive with. If he does not, the petition may find its
way into this place and we will have a debate about
the matter. In the meantime the residents of
Werribee are getting back in training. Their fighting
muscles have perhaps become a little limp over the
past few years, but they will not be limp for much
longer, because there will not be a toxic dump in
Werribee.
I have not seen a community go back to its basics as
quickly as the Werribee community has on this
issue. The people of Werribee have my support now
and they will have my support until the toxic dump
has gone to the eastern suburbs where it belongs, in
accordance with the government's strategy for the
safe disposal of toxic waste.
I do not wish to sound churlish or ungrateful,
because Werribee has known the beneficence of this
government. The people are reminded of the
government's goodwill every day, because it has
shown them what it thinks of them. To show you
that we are not ungrateful and that we are not
without an artistic soul, I will read another poem
from the same poet, who puts it better than I ever
could. It is called 'Prison our new facility at
Werribee'.
A prison a prison
finally a new facility
nota pool
for our kids to swim and keep cool
or a running track
they'd been wanting from way back
no surveys or questionnaires
just plonk
in our nest in the west
will it have a creche
or maybe a kinder
for our community
activities for our youth
unemployment
46 per cent now you see
arts and crafts for our kids after school
that'd be cool
when VCE is done
the stench of unemployment strong
we'll send them out to prison
for more education
of life's hard knocks
it won't take long
in our situation
maybe day trips an exhibition
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a tourist destination
in our proximation
put it over the line
we'll get subways and overpasses
it'll be sublime
new industry and technology
go over the bridge
with the toxic waste
they want to send, and disturb our space
Not now we've got a coup
at last a new
facility
a prison
for our community
enhance our image
well done Jeff
a message you've left
that money you'll spend
enhancement - not at our end
facility you see
we do need indeed
for our children to prosper
facilities help foster
attitudes will prosper
a feeling of worth
consultation its worth
a community in need of funds - for schools
and things that are fun
for pleasure and activity
sometimes make life bearable
in drudgery
We sometimes struggle
to meet our needs
with a population explosion
and funding cuts
we're left to battle - at best
struggle - our kids we want the best
elitewere regarded as cheap
a community still in need of funds
we fill foundry and factory
meatworks and mills
truck driver and tradesmen
we play a vital role
in the community as a whole
our sweat and toil in the grind and the dust
Yet they eliminate us
it sometimes puzzles and troubles
why facilities don't reach us
Our taxes - we meet
we're honest and true
wage earners, through and through
a prison for our new facility
Our nest
in the west
dumped
at best
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order! I
remind honourable members that the annual general
meeting of the Victorian branch of th~. .
Commonwealth Parliamentary Assoaation IS to take
place this evening at 7.15 p.m. in the Legislative
Assembly Council committee room. As many
members of the branch as possible are encouraged to
attend.
Sitting suspended 6.02 p.m. until 8.05 p.m.
Ms GILLETT - In concluding my remarks I
want to restate that the appropriation bill
demonstrates to the people of Werribee the lack of
priority and vision of the government for the future
of the outer suburbs of which Werribee is one. The
government has not taken its needs into account. It
has not taken into account the jobs we need for our
young people and its obligation to provide tax relief.
The government has not taken into ~ccount ~e
crying needs of a growing commuruty. DespIte
ignoring those needs the government recently
delivered an insult. It has come to my attention that
the commissioners appointed to babysit Werribee
have now decided that it is appropriate that they not
relinquish their role, as is appropriat~ in M~~, but
seek a further period to continue therr babysltting
role over a community that is more than adequately
capable of looking after itself.
The total hypocrisy of the government, as
demonstrated in the budget, is manifest in many
ways in Werribee. The saddest manifestation is the
total lack of democracy. The government displays a
total lack of trust in the people of Werribee by
encouraging the commissioners to enforce their will
for a further term over the people of Werribee who
areready, willing, competent and able to exercise
their democratic right and govern for themselves at
the local level where it is most appropriate.
The areas that are most important for the future of
Victoria can be summarised as the metropolitan
frontier. In conclusion, and following in the
footsteps of the honourable member for Morwell~ I
have a poem that briefly talks about who we are ID
Werribee. It goes as follows:
It's the suburbs
is where it's at

that's where the people is
industry too
especially out west
we combine the two
it's where life's at
it's where the people is
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It's the middle ground
we're the forgotten
no sound
The quiet of the stockman
of yesteryear
the flair of the European
migrants, travellers, courageous
the heart of the blade shearer
who built the union
and the Labor Party
a work ethic of the concreter
It's where life's at
it's where the struggle is greatest
it's where the people is
cosmopolitan mix
of race, colour, creed, religion
we're united in one area
that's the middle ground
it's where the people is
Luxuries don't sit well
success is measured in overtime
pleasure is having annual leave
we're the middle ground
where the people is
it's where we're meant to be
We're born to work
we're born to struggle
we know it well
it's our friend
it comes with the territory
of the middle ground
the working class men

Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - It is my pleasure
to join the debate on the appropriation bill. As
various speakers made their contributions this
afternoon I thought that although politics is a
strange business at the best of times it is never any
stranger than when the budget is ~ing di~ssed. I
cannot help but think how the politiCS of this state
and the country at large would operate if money did
not matter and was not a factor. I wonder what the
differences of view between the parliamentary
parties not only in Victoria but in Australia would
be. I wonder about that especially in the context of
the opposing commentaries that have been ..
presented by the government and the oppOSition
this evening.

Here we have another blazing bestseller from the
pen of the Treasurer. It is another ~a~ suc~ess story
for our state. Although in one sense It IS a pIty to
have to recount some of the historical issues that
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have given rise to the matters underpimting the
budget, they are nevertheless relevant. They are
relevant because of the way the opposition puts its
views on the budget. We must go back to when the
coalition took over in 1992. If the coalition had not
inherited what it did, it would be in a much better
position to deliver the initiatives it is being implored
to undertake by its opponents.
At the end of the day we are not sadists. Like many
other members in this place I am a very happily
married man and the proud father of three children.
I come to this place having worked in the legal
profession for many years. I am but one of many.
Honourable members come from diverse
backgrounds but we all enter parliament as people
with the goodwill to do the job we are elected to do.
There is no logical reason why the government
would not be prepared to undertake the sorts of
initiatives the opposition is suggesting if money did
not matter.
At the end of the day money does matter. Our
opponents amply demonstrated in the 10 years they
ran Victoria that one cannot trust them with the till.
They simply do not know how to add up the
numbers. They come from an environment where
the solution to problems is simply to throw money
at them. They think that if they do so all will be well.
In this harsh and pragmatic world in which we live
that is simply not the case. When one looks at the
record the unfortunate fact is that even after four
years we as a government are still picking up the
pieces left in 1992. It is pertinent to review that
because it underpins the budget.

In 1992 this state had a debt of $33 billion. In 1982
the debt was $11 billion. In a decade the Labor Party
managed to run up additional bills of $22 billion. It
is difficult to give it relativity but I have seen a
document that summarises the totality of the losses
in the commercial world in Australia over that
10 years. The Christopher Skases, Adsteam and all
the rest of the high-fliers who went under in that
10 years approximate a figure of around half what
the Labor Party managed to clock. up during the
time it was in office. It was an extraordinary event
and it meant that we have had to devote a lot of our
energy and resources to recover that lost ground.
Part of the tragedy is that although we have
addressed the balance of our current account and we
are running at a slight swplus we have been able to
bring the deficit down to $20 billion. We have wiped
off $13 or $14 billion but we have $20 billion left. We
are still shy of what the Labor Party had in 1982 by
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$9 billion. In practical terms it means that if we get
back to $11 billion after another two or three years a
period of something approaching two decades has
been wasted. The reason is that the Labor Party took
over in 1982 and tried to solve the problems and
undertake the initiatives which it now exhorts us to
undertake without any regard to accountability
which is fundamental to the operation of
government.
During those 10 years of Labor government there
were the VEDC, Trico and State Bank disasters.
Unionism was running rampant. It was operating
the state to the extent that it was a party to what was
happening in cabinet. We are still left
accommodating a David White-type exercise of
$200 million annually for the life of the Alcoa
agreement. We are also trying to get our credit
rating up to what it should be.
We have rescued Victoria from being the
laughing-stock. of the nation but we are still hearing
criticisms by opponents about being the highest
taxing state in Australia. We accept that that is
unfortunately the case. The question is why that
should be so. The answer is because the Labor Party
put us in the position from which we are seeking to
extricate ourselves. We are not sadists or masochists.
If all things were equal and if the opportunity were
available we would do the things our opponents are
exhorting us to do. The fact is we have to manage
our affairs within the context of the finances
available.
I shall relate my arguments to the country regions,
and more particularly to my electorate of Gippsland
South. I shall compare how the Labor Party
approached government operations in the past with
the way the coalition is looking at them now. I shall
also mention its future plans. In so doing I am
conscious of the fact that one of the first tenets of
proper debate is that one advances one's argument
and, after hearing the opponent's argument,
concludes by commenting on the opponent's
argument.
I cannot help but comment on some of the remarks
made by the Leader of the Opposition during his
contribution today. The first issue is roads, which
are absolutely fundamental to the welfare of country
Victoria not only for the movement of the populace
at large but for so much of our industry and
enterprises that are dependent on having an
adequate road system. In the past four years the
Victorian government has contributed
approximately $30 million towards roads in the
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electorate of Gippsland South. An outstanding
feature was the $15 million or $16 million devoted to
the construction of the new and famous Rosedale
bridge. I am pleased to say it has been completed
and is being opened formally on 19 October. If you,
Mr Speaker, have nothing else to do you might like
to attend. The Minister for Roads and Ports will
open the bridge and the citizens of Rosedale will be
celebrating this great event. I shall be delighted to be
part and parcel of it.
Some $6 million has been spent on passing lanes on
the South Gippsland Highway and $1 million has
been spent on the road to Loch Sport - something
that has been in abeyance for two decades. These
and many other ventures have been undertaken and
it is a great success story for this government. It is in
complete contrast which what happened over the
years the Labor Party was in government.
Over the past couple of weeks the Leader of the
Opposition managed to find his way down to South
Gippsland. One of the things he was running in the
local media was criticism of the government for not
spending as much money from the 3-cent levy under
the Better Roads program as it should be. In essence
he said that less than one-third of the levy is being
spent on country roads. At the very least he is being
disingenuous; the facts of the matter belie his
arguments. The facts are that during the operation of
the levy the Victorian government is committed to
spending one-third of the 3-cent levy raised at the
petrol pump on each litre of fuel purchased on roads
in country Victoria. The government made that
commitment when the scheme was introduced and
that commitment remains to this day.
With regard to the actual cash expenditure, from
year to year there are highs and lows and unders
and overs. The figures show that in 1994-95, for
example, 58 per cent of the money raised from the
levy was spent on rural roads and 42 per cent was
spent in the metropolitan area. This year the
percentages will be different and more money will
be spent in the metropolitan area as opposed to
what is being spent in the rural areas. The fact
remains that over a five-year period from 1993 until
the end of 1997 something in the order of
$700 million will have been spent from the levy and
approximately $200 million will have been spent in
the country. Some 30 per cent of the money will
have been spent in country Victoria. It is not exactly
33 and one-third per cent, but I am considering only
the five-year period. We will find that over a longer
period the 33 and one-third per cent the government
promised will be spent on country roads. For the
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Leader of the Opposition to be trotting around the
countryside putting a position to the contrary is
completely false. It is simply not the case and I
believe he knows it to be so.
The Leader of the Opposition also spoke about the
closure of schools. He made no mention of the fact
that the Labor Party closed 65 schools during the
time it was in government. As a continuation of that
process we have also closed schools but the
difference in what we have done from the previous
government is that we have taken the resources that
would otherwise have been devoted to those schools
and put it back into the area. I am happy to give
plenty of examples.
Gormandale was serviced by two primary schools.
We closed those schools and built a brand new
school right in the middle of town. It cost $800 000
and I went down and opened it. The honourable
member for Morwell was there and we all had a
snag and a drink together. Everybody had a
wonderful time. If I had the time I could recite
chapter and verse the different schools in my
electorate over the past four years where the same
process has occurred. For instance, the Leongatha
Primary School has had $1.1 million spent on it in
the past two years. I opened the extensions to that
school two or three months ago. The school now has
approximately 500 students, many of whom came
from three or four rural schools that were closed.
They are as happy as sand boys or girls, as the case
may be. The bottom line is that we have a superb
facility in Leongatha and it has happened as a result
of the initiatives undertaken by the government.
There are about 40 primary schools and six
secondary colleges in my electorate and virtually
every one has been the recipient of substantial
amounts of money to assist in extensions or the
restructuring of their facilities. Over and above what
we have put into the actual capital cost of buildings
we have done much more by way of assistance to
school communities. We have introduced global
budgets so that they can manage their own destinies
rather than having to ring up the Rialto for a packet
of pencils. Principals are consistently saying to me
that they appreciate the initiative taken by the
government because it has given them the
opportunity to be masters of their own destinies.
The government has introduced drug education and
more technology and satellite facilities into every
school in Victoria. It will also maintain a free school
bus system and has increased the maintenance
allowance. The government has achieved much that
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has put students first and enabled a far better
education system to be provided for students in
country Victoria.
I can recite chapter and verse the names of the
numerous schools in my electorate where that has
occurred, yet we are still faced with the Leader of
the Opposition tearing away to the countryside
trying to convey the sorrowful tale that the
government has been out there closing schools
holus-bolus and doing nothing to provide
appropriate education. When you live among the
people in an area you love as I do you get a handle
on what is happening. I can assure honourable
members that the students have been very much the
beneficiaries of the government's initiatives.
There have been tremendous achievements in
health. The Maffra District Hospital was to be closed
by the former Labor Party government. The people
of Maffra said, 'You are not going to do it and
neither is the minister of the day'. The hospital is
now trotting along well and working with the
Gippsland Base Hospital at Sale. The government is
streamlining a program between the two hospitals to
make sure that we do not have a duplication of
services, and it is doing a terrific job.
The hospital at Foster is a glowing example of the
appropriate provision of health services to country
Victoria. If the case-mix system had been in
operation for the past decade the hospital would be
about 10 storeys high. This year it will again return a
profit of about $200 000.
Yarram is only about a half-hour's drive from Foster.
Yarram hospital is an example of what the
government is seeking to achieve in what was called
the multipurpose system - what we now know as
health streams. Without predicting any outcomes
I hope the Yarram health service will be included in
that system. The township has a population of
2100 people and 66 workers are employed in this
service prOviding a complete range of services for
the people in need of them. I am told by the chief
executive officer of the hospital that this year it will
return a profit in its overall operations of about
$300 000 or $400 000 but, more importantly by far,
will provide a brilliant standard of service for the
people of Yarram and the surrounding region.
It was only in January of this year that the minister
was in Yarram for the opening of the new elderly
citizens centre, built with the assistance of a
contribution of $400 000 from the state government
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and $200 000 or thereabouts from the local
community.
Those examples are there to be seen again and again.
It is a complete furphy for the Leader of the
Opposition to be going around the countryside
selling a story that the provision of health services in
the electorate I represent is in any way, shape or
form under threat. It is simply not the case.
Again, without pre-empting what is going to be put
in a couple of weeks, I point out that the Central
Wellington Health Service will be making a
submission to the five ministers who are coming to
Sale under the rural Victoria 2001 program. They
will tell the minister a story of a great success: no
whingeing, whining or moaning; it will be a story of
what they have been able to achieve in providing
acute and primary care services that are very much
to the benefit of the people of Sale. There is more of
the same at Leongatha hospital. I am pleased and
proud to be able to say that right throughout my
electorate the delivery of health services has been
achieved to a remarkably high standard follOwing
the initiatives undertaken by the Kennett
government.
Employment is fundamental to our community at
large and even more so in the country, because it is a
regrettable fact of life that there is a historical drain
away from country centres to city areas. Technology
is one of the prime causes, and I recognise the worry
that that represents to the people in country Victoria.
One of the principal activities I devote time to is
attracting major employers to my area. You need
look only at the way the government has
participated in the programs in South Gippsland to
see how successful they have been. Australian
Leather Holdings, a Perth-based company, has
established a facility in Rosebud. The government
has contributed more than $1 million to the old
pineboard program that was lying idle. Previously
65 people worked there, but by April next year there
will be 125 working - and all of this in a facility that
was facing dust and degradation only 12 months
ago! This was the result of a joint contribution with
private enterprise getting in there, being aware of a
market niche and wanting to do something. It is a
great success story for the town.
The private prison project will be commissioned in
about March of next year, which will provide
employment for a couple of hundred people.
Indeed, while I am on that topic I recall that only last
week we had representations from Junee, where
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there is also a private prison. Peter Cameron, the
former mayor of Junee, came to Sale to tell the
people of the area not to believe all this nonsense
about the downtrodden supposedly moving into the
area because of a prison establishment just outside
the city: it simply does not happen. For a start that
belief does no justice to the families and loved ones
of the people who may have the misfortune to be
involved in such a situation. Furthermore, history
has demonstrated, in Junee at least, that that did not
occur. It was pleasing to hear Mr Cameron make
that comment in Sale.
The existing prison in Sale will be closed. I had
suggested to the municipality that the facility, once
closed, could be purchased by it and turned into a
backpacker establishment. I have suggested the
motto for it would be 'Come to Sale and go to gaol'!
However, I understand that suggestion is not under
consideration at the moment. While I am talking
about the prison, an opportunity not to be missed is
the prison ball to be held at the facility on the night
before it begins operations. The expectation is that
about BOO guests will be present and that it will be a
great night. If you are available, Mr Acting Speaker,
I am sure you would like to come to it.
A committee of management is looking after the
arrangements for a fun night to celebrate the
government's initiative that will reap great benefits
for Sale and the region. I see the honourable member
for Morwell has rejoined us, so I will point out that
the project has also benefited his electorate. He is
almost nodding in assent! My point is that these
programs have marvellous effects on local
employment.
The Sunwood timber mill at Yarram has enjoyed a
great outcome. By making available a package of
$260 000 the government has brought about a
marriage between local government, the community,
the Victorian Plantations Corporation and the mill.
About $8 million has been ploughed into that
investment, and although it was a bare paddock
only 15 months ago it now employs 58 full-time
workers. Knowing the resources that are available
through the corporation, I can tell the house that
during the next five years the mill will have two or
three times its current employment capacity. It is a
great success because, in concert with the local
community and other stakeholders, the government
has stepped. in and made it happen. This budget is
about making constructive things happen.

In passing I point out that one of the great
challenges we have faced in recent times has been
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the relative collapse of commodity prices. Although
there have been problems with the beef and wool
markets, the dairy industry is doing very well, even
if it is too damp and the cows are sliding off the
hills! One should spare a thought for our brethren in
northern Victoria who are suffering terribly because
of the floods. Our horticultural industries are doing
better than they were. There are many examples of
the success of the Victorian government's direct
involvement in the promotion of agricultural
industries, enabling them to be a driving force in
Victoria's recovery. Recently I read that during a
speech the Deputy Premier was moved to refer to
milk as liquid gold. I thought it was an interesting
comment.
Great initiatives have taken place in country
Victoria. For example, local government
amalgamations have been a huge success.
Communities can now collectively draw the state or
federal government into initiatives in which they are
involved. It is easier for them to work together
en masse than to act as small individual
municipalities. Also, Victorians have saved
$260 million in rates this year.
The amalgamation of water authorities has been
particularly successful in non-urban areas. I refer to
the initiatives undertaken at Leongatha and Foster
by the South Gippsland Region Water Authority
under the chairmanship of Lou Vale. The authority
has been dealing with issues such as waste water
and 'the growth of agricultural enterprises. That
could not have been done by the small water
authorities which were dotted along the coast but
which now make up that large operation.
There has also been a growth in economic
development boards. I refer particularly to the South
Gippsland Economic Development Board, which is
chaired by Trevor Rickard from Korumburra. That
has been a great success, and I hope its work will
continue. While referring to the issue I plead with
the state government to provide appropriate
resources so that enterprises such as this, which are
privately based, can continue because they are doing
great work. At Sale the Wellington Development
Board, which is chaired by Rob Noble, is doing a
wonderful job. It has been involved in many
constructive initiatives that have benefited the
region.
I return to my starting point. The budget at long last
provides us with a plan for tackling Victoria's future
and for getting itself out of the mire the previous
Labor government sank us into over 10 years. Credit
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is due to the Premier, the Treasurer and the
government at large for tackling the issues that had
to be tackled.
It is all very well for our opponents to take the high
moral ground and pontificate about what we should
and should not do in spending government funds.
Labor had 10 years to have a go at it, and it brought
Victoria to its knees and almost destroyed it. Having
burned the house down, Labor is now crooked on us
for getting the state back up and running. The
opposition is still the unmitigated disgrace it was in
1992. That fact was echoed by the patronage the
Victorian people again gave us in March this year,
and we will see it for a long time to come. Well done,
Treasurer!

Mr MILDEN HALL (Footscray) - That speech
had all the breadth and substance of a tourism
brochure for the region.
Mr Ryan - Are you saying tourism is no good?

Mr MILDENHALL - I am saying that your
meandering tour around the region had all the
substance of one of those six-fold brochures you can
fit onto an A4 page. It ill behoves someone who has
been tipped as a future leader of his party to give us
such a shallow analysis of the budget.
My remarks will focus on another major
shortcoming in the government's budget: the
expenditure on education. The budget can be
characterised as a major disappointment not only
because of its bottom lines but also because of its
litany of broken promises, the misleading
information it contains and the covert intentions that
form much of the brief education component.
The budget contains a series of rehashed
announcements from last year. These so-called
budget initiatives have already been costed and
disclosed on a number of occasions. That is typical of
a government that continually attempts to pull the
wool over the eyes of the community. A close
analysis of exactly which public announcements
have been made during the past 12 months reveals
what little new information and initiatives there are
in that document.
The major disappointment is that the budget does
nothing to redress the dreadful overall financial
position of the education system.
As a result of the draconian cutbacks of the
government from 1992 until now, the expenditure
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per capita on education in Victoria is about 88 per
cent of the Australian average - that is, the lowest
of any state. At one stage Victoria could proudly say
on a number of indicators, particularly because of
the priority of its resource allocations, that education
was a high priority. Now education has joined
health as one of the major disgraces of this
government. It is a disappointment and a sad
indictment of the government that it has hit the
bottom in both portfolios; that one could even
compare the sad condition of both service systems.
The community that once had pride in those systems
would share my view.
The specifics in the budget that should be
highlighted include a number of broken promises,
misleading information and covert intentions in the
education portfolio. The first to which the opposition
draws attention is the government's plan to close
another 11 government schools. Obviously that plan
would not appear in any headline, and it took an
analysis of the performance indicators on page 66 of
Budget Paper No. 3 to identify that planned
reduction.
That revelation came after an unequivocal assurance
by the former minister, the Honourable Don
Hayward, on radio station 3AW on 12 March last
when he said there were no plans to close schools.
When the budget revealed plans to close another
11 schools the Treasurer claimed no knowledge. He
said it was probably some sort of rationalisation.
When the Minister for Education was asked about
the planned closures he said that the figures were
not for 1996-97 but for closures that had already
occurred and were statistics taken from the 1996
estimates.
He then proceeded to list some government schools
that would be involved in mergers and closures. He
said he would identify the schools that were about
to close, but he failed to do so. He said three primary
schools would close. No wonder the government is
keeping secret the names of those schools, because
any school closure would be unpopular. Many
Victorian school communities have had to fight
ferociously to keep their schools open. If the minister
were forced to be honest and to come clean about his
intentions at least three Victorian communities
surrounding their primary schools would fight
strenuously against such closures.
The more disturbing aspect is that the minister
claimed the closures had already occurred, as could
be seen, he said, from the February 1996 census
estimates. That would cast doubt on the accuracy of
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the budget documents. The minister cannot have it
both ways. The budget papers clearly show that at
the end of 1996-97 the number of schools will be 11
fewer than the actual numbers for 1995-96. If that is
the case, the minister is wrong because the closures
have not occurred. However, if the minister is
correct, the budget papers are wrong. What is it to
be? Is the minister making it up as he goes along or
are the budget papers inaccurate?
The house has not received a satisfactory answer.
The minister has said that some schools will close; he
read out a list of schools that have already closed.
Either the budget is wrong or the minister has made
up an explanation.
Another major feature of the budget was the total
abrogation, abandonment or rebuttal of an
announcement made as recently as 9 October 1995
by the Premier and the former minister that one
computer would be provided for every four students
in the state system. A report by Laurie Shears, the
former director-general of education, said the
number of computers required to meet that promise
would total another 93 000. The minister then
announced his Technology 2000 project; he said that
by 2000 schools would have one computer for every
four students. However, an expenditure of about
$200 million between now and then would be
required to achieve that target. The budget papers
show that only about 10 per cent of the required
$200 million has been allocated this year. It appears
that in year one of a very ambitious plan the
department will be able to purchase only 10 per cent
of its total requirements.
That analysis identified the base provision to be
around 50 000 computers. The difficulty in
establishing that 50 000 figure, as Mr Shears said, is
that most computers - predominantly the Apple
Macintosh brand - and computer software now in
use in schools date from the early or mid-1980s. The
magnitude of the target then becomes greater. I
suspect that not even the $200 million identified to
meet the target would be sufficient. The
government's miserable 10 per cent of that figure
means it will never achieve its target. Another
broken promise! The rehashing of that did not
feature at all in the budget announcements.
Other announcements that were made included the
Keys to Life program, which was initially
announced and costed prior to last year's state
budget. It could scarcely be seen as an initiative
now, although I must say it is good to see that it has
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finally been budgeted for more than 12 months after
the announcement was made.
One of the areas of most concern, particularly to
members on this side of the house, is the
disadvantaged schools program. The budget papers
on this program are misleading. They indicate that
there will be increased expenditure in that area, but
as a number of us have established from federal
government sources, over the next couple of years
the allocation to Victoria under the program will be
halved. That process of budget cuts will begin in
1997, so it is scarcely believable that the budget
papers could be accurate. Given that the cuts will
begin during this financial year, it is not reasonable
to expect they will not have an impact on this year's
budget.
The implications of the halving of that program are
obviously serious. Hundreds of programs and
hundreds of schools are funded under that program.
Some 190 programs are funded in the Catholic
education system, and they will also be affected by
the cuts. Many schools and their communities will
experience a fundamental reduction in their access
to computers, books and literacy programs. That
will happen to some of our most needy schools and
needy populations.
It is not uncharacteristic of this government to get
stuck into vulnerable communities. It is also not
uncharacteristic for that fact to be hidden in the
budget papers and for the government to do some
sort of shady deal with its coalition mates in
Canberra to conceal the extent of those cuts until
they affect some of our most needy and
disadvantaged people.

Another program which will disappear as a result of
federal budget cuts and which the state budget
papers are not honest about is the students-at-risk
program. That program, which will be totally
abolished, is targeted at the desperately needy. They
are the young people who are at risk of
homelessness and of drug abuse and who are
already exhibiting signs of truancy. This program
has funded welfare workers and programs, some of
them in my electorate. Those people work with
young people, trying to compensate for the difficult
home situations they are in. They try to enrol young
people in home tutor programs to assist with
homework and help them overcome bad study
habits. They even negotiate for homeless young
people who are housed in refuges, and they actually
succeed in finding them places in government
schools. That program has gone. Is it any wonder
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that that has also been concealed in both sets of
budget papers?
The loss of that program, which cost Victoria only
$2 million, will come back to haunt us. The couple of
hundred dollars that were spent on each of those
students is insignificant compared with the $45 000 a
year it will cost to incarcerate some of the vulnerable
young people who slide down the slippery slope
into criminal activities, becoming vulnerable to both
substance abuse and the drug trade. One needs to
look no further than my electorate to see some of the
potential impacts of that sort of activity.
Other attempts have been made to sidestep some of
the issues that will result from the cutbacks in the
federal budget and their obvious impact on the state
budget. It is estimated that the wholesale slashing
and demolition of labour market programs by the
Howard government will result in cuts of at least
$115 million per annum to the Victorian TAPE
system, but the Victorian budget papers do not show
that. We will blithely go ahead and sack the staff and
run the programs down. We do not need. to identify
that in our bottom lines. We will dispose of casual
staff! Programs that were advertised will not be
advertised in future.
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federal government in achieving its objective of
moving students to the non-government sector is
that it is also a major funder of the non-government
system. In fact, it spends an average of $2091 on each
non-government student, whereas it spends around
$400 on each government school student by way of
grants to the states. If it achieved its ideological
objective of moving students out of the government
system and privatising the education system, it
would create financial difficulties for itself, so it has
identified a funding transfer system that is quite
neat.
In the general purpose grant discussions with the
state, the federal government resolved to retain
$1712 for each student from the untied grants, which
will more than cover the increased outlay it would
have been required to pay for each student that
moves from the government system to the private
system. It would have cost the federal government
$1685 for each student who moves across, but it will
now retain $1712 from its general purpose grants to
the state, making about $27 on each student. More
than $3500 will be saved by the state government as
each student moves out of the state system into the
non-government system. While the federal
government will retain $1712 of that amount, the
state will still come out about $1700 in front.

The cutbacks in both specific and general purpose
grants to the states have also not been revealed in
the state budget papers. They will amount to around
$35 million per annum, and they ought to have been
identified. The state budget was presented some
time after the federal budget. There was obviously a
passing on of information that would have enabled
accurate state figures to be presented, but the
Victorian budget papers do not reveal those details.

The ideological objective of moving students from
the state to the non-government system will be
facilitated by both levels of government reducing
their outlays. It is a neat system; a meeting of
ideological and financial objectives. The state budget
papers do not reveal that information, which was
dug out of some fairly obscure details in the federal
budget papers.

The budget is also silent on what I would call, for the
purposes of the ideological objectives of the federal
government, neat new arrangements for the funding
of non-government and government schools, as
outlined in an article by Alex Messina in the Age of
27 September 1996. He refers to an analysis done by
Louise Watson of the public policy program at the
ANU. It reveals an interesting joint approach by the
federal and state governments to facilitate the
wholesale transfer of students from the state to the
non-government system.

Associated with that is a new estimate that at least
100 000 students, twice the initial federal
government estimate, will move from the
government to the non-government system. That
will also have a dramatic effect on the government's
optimistic expectations of an increase in government
school enrolments in Victoria next year. The minister
should clarify the government's intentions and
reveal its expectations of the effects the new funding
arrangements will have on the shift of students from
the government to the non-government sector.

The federal government initially facilitated the move
through its announcement that it would remove
restrictions on the establishment of new private
schools, which would result in a fairly significant
transfer of students across to the private or
non-government system. The difficulty for the

In general the budget continues the government's
renowned neglect of the Victorian government
school system. If one examined the announcements
over the past 12 months and took into account the
possibility that it was setting out to cripple the
effectiveness of the state school system, one could
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easily have predicted the series of initiatives the
government either is putting into place or has
recently announced.
In addition to Victoria spending less on education
than any other state and being the only state to
experience a net reduction in education expenditure
in the past four years are things such as the closure
of a number of schools, the continued program, as
outlined in the budget, of closing additional schools,
and the anticipated opening of a significant number
of non-government schools. On top of that, the
government is putting into place funding proposals
that provide financial incentives for the wholesale
movement of students from the government to the
non-government sector.

There is also the extraordinarily unfair proposal to
rank government schools against elite private
schools based on VCE outcomes, which has been
lampooned and protested against by every reputable
education authority and supported only by hatchet
people and consultants who make their living from
this government. Victoria has the worse
staff-to-student ratios in the country; our retention
rates are falling faster than any other state, at four
times the rate of the non-government sector. One can
even consider such things as cleaning costs, which
are at least 25 per cent lower than the Australian
average. Although no-one could fail to be impressed
by the work of many school councils and teachers
around Victoria, the physical condition of many
schools is a continuing source of disappointment.
The minister has floated the harebrained idea of
putting technicians rather than teachers in charge of
classrooms and putting business managers rather
than principals in charge of schools. They are all
components of an extraordinary scenario.
The minister needs to state his intentions. He needs
to come clean on the budget and on the grubby deals
being done with the commonwealth government. He
should clarify the details that are not in the budget
papers. The level of subterfuge and concealment in
the budget is disappointing. The minister needs to
expend some effort to restore Victoria to its former
situation.
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - I congratulate the
Treasurer and the Premier on an exciting budget that
reaffirms that this state is back on track after the
dark days of the former Labor government. We all
know that in 1992 this government inherited the
huge debt of an incompetent and, I say without any
shadow of shame, corrupt government. The Labor
government had its snout right in the trough with its
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policy of jobs for the boys. Its incompetence resulted
in the people of this state being left with huge debts
to bear. But all is not lost for the Labor Party. I heard
today that it is to be sponsored by the Stock
Exchange of Australia and that the name of the party
is to be changed to the All Ordinaries. At least that
could mean there is yet a glimmer of hope for the
Labor Party.
The test of any budget is what it does for the people.
Tonight I will concentrate on what the successive
budgets of the Kennett government, brought down
by Treasurer Stockdale, have done for the electorate
of Mornington. When I reveal to the house what has
happened in Mornington since 1992, members will
recognise that Mornington is but a microcosm of the
other electorates. They will recognise what has
happened in Mornington because similar things will
have been happening in their electorates. If all
members, regardless of their parties, compiled a list
of the benefits that have accrued to their electorates
since October 1992 they would easily come up with
a similar list of achievements.
To start with, however, I have to report that between
1985 and 1992 the achievements of the former Labor
government in my electorate were few and far
between. The legacies left behind included
dangerous intersections, schools that were not
maintained, unfinished freeways and, generally, an
area that was down at heel. Despite some ministers
of the Cain-Kirner governments recognising the
need for government expenditure to promote
growth in areas such as Mornington, no money was
made available for very important projects.
I refer, first, to the Mornington Peninsula Freeway.
The vast bulk of the citizens of Melbourne know the
Mornington Peninsula and large numbers of people
travel to the peninsula during summer in particular
and at other times throughout the year. When
driving down the old Nepean Highway, as some
would have done for many years, they would have
recognised the need for a freeway so that traffic
would not clog the road and the subsequent dangers
could be eliminated or vastly reduced. The previous
Thompson government started the plans for the
Mornington Peninsula Freeway, and during the
early days of the Cain Labor government it was
completed to the base of Mount Martha. During the
stewardship of the transport portfolio by Jim
Kennan and Peter Spyker plans for the completion
of the freeway were announced to link the base of
Mount Martha with the then Moorooduc Road.
Some work was done, but it was simply earthworks.
For at least seven years the scar on the landscape of
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the Momington Peninsula that was to be the
freeway link between Moorooduc Road and the
Momington Peninsula freeway sat there as a
testimony to a government that was broke and with
no plans or capacity to deliver services. The sad part
for the Labor Party was that it kept putting it on its
capital works program each year but failed to
provide the funds. I do not know who it thought it
was kidding but the reality was that the people of
Momington Peninsula knew they were being sold a
pup. They knew they were being sold a story, that
the funds were not being made available and that
the freeway would never be completed.
In October 1992 after the election of the Kennett
government the then Minister for Roads and Ports
the Honourable Bill Baxter, in another place, made
the money available for the completion of the
Momington Peninsula Freeway. I was delighted to
attend the opening on the completion of that
freeway some 18 months after the election of this
government. It goes to show what happens when we
have a competent government as opposed to an
incompetent one. We had incompetent government,
with transport ministers such as Kennan and Spyker
making promises and failing to deliver. In fact,
Mr Spyker made promises he knew he could not
deliver. He was being dishonest and corrupt in
making those promises to the people of the
peninsula. He knew when he was making them that
the funds would not be made available; yet he still
kept making the promises. The difference was that,
following the election of the Kennett government in
October 1992, the freeway was funded, it was
completed and it has been open to traffic since
mid-1993. That was the start of the many major
projects that have been undertaken on the
Mornington Peninsula and in the Mornington
electora te in particular.
Coolart Road is a main throughway that connects
Frankston to Balnarring. It has a number of
dangerous intersections along it that were calling
out for roundabouts to be constructed. Although
deaths had occurred at those intersections, they were
ignored by the Cain and Kirner governments.
Roundabouts have now been built at the two most
dangerous intersections on Coolart Road and, again,
I attribute this to the Honourable Bill Baxter in
recognising that need and providing the funds to
carry out those important works.
Other areas which have not been neglected and
which have been enhanced are the arts organisations
on Mornington Peninsula. Places such as the
MOrnington Peninsula Arts Centre and the
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Peninsula Library Service have received increased
funds from the Kennett government and, again, this
is a tribute to the fact that this is not a
narrow-minded and narrow-focused government
but one that recognises all the important areas of the
community, with the arts being one of those, and it
has provided funds to those organisations on the
peninsula. However, it did not stop there. Local
historical societies, lifesaving clubs, youth
organisations and community houses have all
received increased funding since October 1992 - all
because this government recognised the need, a
need that had been ignored by the Labor
governments of Cain and Kirner. lbis need was
ignored absolutely so far as the Mornington
Peninsula was concerned but was recognised by the
Kennett government.
In the area of safety, I was delighted to be able to
make representations to the then Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, the Honourable Pat
McNamara, in regard to the need for the Western
Port Safety Council to get a new rescue boat.
Although it had a rescue boat to carry out rescues on
Western Port - a very dangerous stretch of water it was a very old boat. It was providing a gallant
service but was clearly at the end of its life. I made
representations to the then Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. I said that if the community
were prepared to kick in, would the government be
prepared to kick in? I did not have to wait around
for weeks or months or whatever for the eventual
knock-back that I always got when I raised such
matters with the previous Labor government.
Within the space of a couple of days the then
minister said to me, 'If the community is prepared to
kick some money into this, I am prepared to kick in
a substantial sum'. The substantial sum of money
represented more than half the purchase price of the
new rescue boat. Only a few weeks ago the boat was
launched by the present Minister for Police and
Emergency Services at the Hastings Marina and is
now providing the central rescue services that are
needed so badly on Western Port for all the many
thousands of people who use that stretch of water,
and particularly those who will be using it during
the coming summer months.

The need for a new community centre was
absolutely essential in the growth area of Somerville.
That was recognised by the previOUS municipality,
the Shire of Hastings, and it put into operation a set
of plans to build a very substantial community
centre. It was very much the sole responsibility of
the local government authority - nothing to do
with the state government whatsoever. However,
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when the co stings were done it was recognised that
there would be a funding shortfall and the council of
the day was not certain whether it could stretch its
budget to build this more than $1 million project. It
approached me and, in turn, I approached the
government. I am pleased to be able to say that there
was an immediate recognition of the importance of
such a project in a rapid growth area such as
Somerville. The government made $250 000
available to this non-government, but nevertheless
important, project to ensure that it was built and that
the people of Somerville did not miss out on the
provision of a community centre. This again
reinforces the fact that the Kennett government is
prepared to respond to a good case. It is prepared to
respond to community needs. It is not a government
that just walks away from its responsibilities.
Mr Cole - Pork barrelling!
Mr COOPER - The honourable member for
Melbourne should know that one does not need to
pork barrel in an electorate such as mine. I have a
13 per cent majority; I do not need to pork barrel.
The community has a need and that has been
recognised. Does the honourable member for
Melbourne want to sneer at growth communities? I
know he represents an inner suburban area where
there is no growth and it is not unusual for him not
to recognise things outside his own little bailiwick.
For him to sneer at the fact that a growth community
like Somerville has a need and that that need is
recognised by the Kennett government is, I think, a
very poor response.
The honourable member for Melbourne wanders in
here from God knows where, sits down and the first
thing he does is sneer at the Somerville community. I
shall take that knee-jerk reaction from the
honourable member as an aberration and I am sure
he will not do it again.
While speaking about Somerville I shall demonstrate
the difference between the Labor governments of
Cain and Kimer and the Kennett government, and
this goes back to the time when lan Cathie was
Minister for Education. He was an extremely good
education minister and was a most approachable
man. He recognised a worthy case when it was put
to him. I went to him with some members of the
Somerville community and told him about the need
for a second primary school in Somerville. The area
had a lot of subdivision that was being built on
rapidly and the growth was obvious. lan Cathie
recognised the need for a second primary school but
unfortunately he was removed from that position by
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the then Premier and the new education minister
was Joan Kimer. When I put the case to her she
agreed that another primary school should be built
in Somerville, and I thought it was great that I had
no trouble going from one minister to the other.
Although Mrs Kirner promised the new primary
school she never delivered on the funds. Every year
it was on the capital works program but funds were
never allocated. Mrs Kirner really knew something
about education but obviously she preferred that the
children of Somerville were taught in tents. After
Mrs Kirner promised the funds but did not deliver
we approached her successor Mr Pullen, who
acknowledged the need but did not provide the
funds, either. By then it was October 1992 and we
had a new education minister, Don Hayward. He
was a new broom in a new, honest government who
was prepared to deliver. Within three weeks of the
election Don Hayward said he would keep the
promise that Labor had not kept. I am pleased to say
that in his term as education minister he not only
provided the funds but he opened the school. The
people of Somerville will never forget the fact that
Don Hayward delivered.
Mr McArthur - Is Don, is good!
Mr COOPER - Not only that but we had
funding provided for after-school care programs in
the Mornington, Tyabb and Somerville areas, areas
that were totally neglected by the Cain and Kimer
governments.

I shall now mention some of the other benefits, such
as the restructure of local government, that have
been provided to the people of my electorate. It is all
very well for members of the opposition to knock
the restructure but the people of Mornington
Peninsula are happy with it; 95 per cent of them
have had significant reductions in their rate notices
as well as better delivery of services. What better
example of a government can one have than that of a
government that delivers on things that are of
benefit to the general community?
Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr COOPER - It is all very well for the
honourable member for Williamstown to try to
shout me down but he knows full well that in his
electorate the Oty of Hobsons Bay has delivered
major rate reductions and service improvements to
the people, something that Labor was not capable of
delivering. The honourable member for
Williamstown will be Leader of the Opposition at
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some stage in the future, possibly after the
honourable member for Albert Park has had a turn.
With regard to youth services, prior to the last
election the government provided a IS-seater bus to
an organisation active on the MOmington Peninsula,
Young Life Australia, to help with its job training
programs. Between October 1992 and March of this
year millions of dollars have been spent on the
dangerous Dandenong-Hastings Road to make it
safer and ultimately for it to become the Western
Port Highway. Extra funding has been given to the
Biala Peninsula to overcome the cuts to its funding
by the Keating Labor government and also to assist
in the work it does with intellectually and physically
disabled people.
The government has also: increased funding to the
Momington Peninsula council to assist the frail aged
and disabled in their homes; given a 6 per cent
increase in grants to adult education providers in
Hastings, Crib Point and Momington; provided
$123000 to assist services to homeless people in the
Western Port area; provided a much needed fire
sprinkler system to the Momington premises of the
respite care centre, Connor House, and $62 000 for a
new bus for Kankama Adult Training Centre.
When I run through all of that as quickly as I have,
Mr Acting Speaker, you must be thinking isn't that
just wonderful. I know you are saying that to
yourself. You are saying this is a wonderful
government to have done all of that between
October 1992 - The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! I cannot show any prejudice in this matter.
Mr COOPER - The good news does not stop
there: it continues. There is more. Following the last
election, Sir, which you will recall was held in March
this year, the Kennett government was returned
with another massive majority, much to our joy and
certainly to the joy of the people of Victoria. Many
more things started to happen in the Momington
electorate.

In May $64 000 was allocated to provide services to
the disadvantaged youth of the Momington
Peninsula, of which $24 000 went to the Momington
Peninsula Shire Council for youth worker services in
the Baxter-Somerville area and $40 000 went to the
Salvation Army for an education support program.
Later on in May $44 712 was allocated by the
government for extra aids and equipment for
disabled people on the peninsula through the
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Mount Eliza Centre. In early June $185 000 was
allocated to the Hastings West Park Primary School
for major maintenance. That school had been open
for 11 years and had not got one dollar from the
Cain-Kirner governments. Not only that, in all of
that time no Labor education minister ever visited
the school.
I was very proud only a few weeks ago to
accompany the Minister for Education, Mr Gude, to
the Hastings West Park Primary School. The people
at the school were delighted to see him. He was the
first Minister for Education they had seen despite
the fact that the school was built 11 years ago. As
I said, they had never seen a Labor minister or one
dollar of Labor government money. They were just
ignored by the Labor Party.
In mid-June $2068 was allocated to the Headway
Peninsula Support Group for operating expenses.
This group assists people who have received serious
head injuries from motor car accidents. Again in
mid-June the Peninsula Community Health Centre
was allocated $2500 for a computer equipment
upgrade, and there were further improvements to
Momington bus services, an area in which I have a
particular interest and responsibility. I am delighted
to say that not only since mid-June but again later
there have been further increases in allocations for
public transport services on the Momington
Peninsula which have been greeted with acclaim by
the local community. An amount of $124 552 was
allocated to the Momington Peninsula Shire Council
for beach cleaning. On 5 July $2800 was allocated to
the Mount Martha Rotary Club for signage along
Balcombe Creek boardwalk. In mid-July over
$1.1 million was allocated for major maintenance to
local schools in my electorate. The Hastings Primary
School received $334 000; the Momington Special
Development School, $68 000; the Moorooduc
Primary School, $58 000 and the Momington
Secondary College junior campus, $698 000. This
was allocated to overcome the black hole of school
maintenance that was created by the former Labor
government. A $17500 enterprise improvement
grant was given to Hart Marine boatbuilders of
Momington, which is exporting sailing boats and is
a wonderful industry in my electorate. Some
$482494 was allocated to the Momington Peninsula
Library and $65 000 in July this year to the
Momington Peninsula Regional Gallery. Also in July
all government-funded preschools in my electorate
got a one-off grant of $2500. I know all preschools
throughout the state got that as well, and a total of
. $27500 was provided for that purpose in my
electorate.
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In early August the MOWlt Martha Primary School
was granted $55 000 to fund planning of a major
upgrade project estimated to cost $840 000. In
September $890 000 was allocated in the budget for
improvements in public housing in my electorate. In
mid-September $14877 was allocated to government
primary and secondary schools in the electorate for
language studies. Again in mid-September $19 620
was allocated to 10 primary schools to support
additional curriculum areas of English, mathematics
and science.

This week the Minister for Roads and Ports
informed me that an important rOWldabout on the
intersection outside the Tyabb Primary School will
be constructed early next year because that is one of
the most dangerous intersections in the electorate.
Those needs are also being addressed by this
government. No matter how you look at this budget
- whether in a jaundiced way or as members on
this side of the house would look
at it - this is a good budget; this is a good
government. This is a government that delivers. It
always has delivered on its promises and it will
continue to deliver on its promises. It stands in stark
contrast to the crazy, lazy, incompetent, corrupt
days of the Labor government in this state between
1982 and 1992. Members opposite know well that
the reason there are so few of them in this
Parliament is that the people of Victoria realise that
the governments of which the members were a part
were incompetent and lazy, and they will certainly
not be trusted for a long time to come.
The Labor Party in this Parliament has no policies, it
has no future, it has no leader. The only future for
the state is with a Kennett-Ied government.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - This is a good opportunity
to speak after the entertaining speech presented by
the member for Momington. The liberal
government is a government that delivers.
Absolutely! Poor housing, poverty, hospital beds
closing and kindergartens closing are the promises
the Liberal government has delivered to my
electorate. All the speeches we have heard are
correct: yes, you have delivered! Misery and
poverty, cut and slash to the people who cannot
afford it, the people who cannot defend themselves,
the people who cannot stand up and fight you. You
have delivered through the casino by transferring
money from the poor people into the pockets of the
rich people - not the majority of people of Victoria
who may be listening to that speech. It was
entertaining. Well may the members on the
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government side laugh and giggle and heckle, but
this is a government - -

Mr Perton - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, I wonder whether we can turn the volume
down a little?
Mr SEITZ - I put on the public record the needs
of the people I represent. There were two to
three-year waiting lists in the area of housing before
the Liberal government came to power. With the
advent of a liberal government within a few months
the waiting time was five years, then eight years.
Now there is absolutely no promise. It is endless.
The bureaucrats do not say they will put you on an
eight-year waiting list; it is just never. The advent of
the Victorian government's cohorts in Canberra
taking government means public housing as we
know it will not exist. What will those people do
who need and depend on public housing, the people
who cannot fend for themselves, whom the
government was elected to look after, protect and
serve?
The government is not there to protect, serve and
look after only the rich people and those who can
rob the poor people and exploit the working class. It
is disappointing that the government has chosen to
deliver all this hardship to the Victorian
communities. That is what it has done. When one
talks about delivering promises, it is the promises
the Cain and Kimer governments were rectifying
after 27 years of liberal government in this state and
the services that a Labor government has provided
and developed.
The retention rate of students in year 12 in the
western and north-western suburbs has gone down.
It was up to 75 per cent but this government has
reversed the trend. The vice-chancellor of the
Victorian University of Technology, which was
established by the Cain and Kimer governments,
says his main fear is that he will not have any
students. Why not? The Liberal government in
Victoria does not care about the kids. The big kids
can have their grand prix, but the little people are
hurting.
People need hospital beds; they do not need to
spend hours lying on trolleys. Is this good
government? I would like to hear that the
government is delivering services to the little people.
An article in today's Age reveals that Victoria's top
hospital administrators have turned into cheats. The
government has forced them into it, and it is easy to
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understand under this government. But it is not the
little people who are cheating the system. The
government encourages the sort of corruption the
honourable member for Momington was talking
about, and those issues need to be addressed in the
budget and in other debates. I am glad the Premier is
here and I hope he will change the attitude of his
ministers.
The AAA rating does not mean an AAA living
standard for people in my electorate, although it
might mean that for the friends of the Liberal Party.
The casino is simply a means of taking money out of
the poor people's pockets and putting it into the rich
people's pockets.
Another of today's newspapers quotes members of
the judiciary as saying that the gambling euphoria is
hurting the community. One mother even took her
son's compensation money. The newspapers are full
of negative things. Are they the policies with which
this government went to the people in March? Are
these the sorts of things it wants to deliver? In the
western suburbs every local newspaper I open is full
of negative comments about the government. There
are 226 poker machines in Clayton and 467 in the
Broadmeadows and Whittlesea areas. Why are most
of the poker machines in the western and
north-western areas? They are the working-class
areas. People hope they can get a break by gambling
and winning, but they are being doubly taxed
because they have been duped into putting money
into poker machines. What they are really doing is
subsidising people in Toorak and Malvern, and they
can ill afford it.
Under the headline 'Gambling boom's losers' one
local newspaper refers to the second-generation
Australians from Maltese, Italian, Croatian, Czech
and Greek backgrounds who live in the western
suburbs and gamble to make money because they
are unemployed. They use their last bit of money in
the hope of winning more to enable them to make a
fresh start because they have been forced out of their
jobs and there is no hope of job growth. Victoria has
the lowest job growth and the highest
unemployment rate in Australia because this
government does not care. It is not providing the
services it should provide for its communities.
Another newspaper describes a 25-kilometre
hospital dash from Broadmeadows to the
Maroondah Hospital because no beds were available
in the district. These are the things this government
gives its people. It governs only for its friends. We
heard about the freeway that is being built in
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Momington. I assume some pork-barrelling has been
going on there because in East Keilor people have
been affected by the construction of a ring-road but
no relief has come from the government. This is a big
problem in the western suburbs but this government
does not care.
When the Premier was in Taylors Lakes for a
function for small business people they told him
point blank that since he has been in government
their turnover has dropped by 20 per cent and asked
what his government was going to do about it. So far
his government has done nothing. I have checked
with shop traders in the area and they indicate that
takings are still down. Extended shop trading hours
will destroy family businesses and the social fabric
of society as we know it. Is that what the
government promised the people?
The government says Labor did not have any
policies going into the last election. It did have
policies and it still has policies, but the coalition
keeps mentioning ancient history. We are looking
forward. We know things have to change and that
we must move with the times. With this government
all we hear about is Labor's history, but I could talk
about 27 years of Liberal government neglect in the
western suburbs. When my family migrated to the
area there were no ring-roads or anything. I could go
on about the negative things that happened under
the Liberal government because I grew up in that
era. I am talking about the goods and services that
were provided by the Cain and Kimer governments
and the federal Labor government. When we get
back into office, which will be at the next election,
we will look after the little people who are neglected
at the moment.
Why are youth suicide numbers so high in Victoria?
Young people feel forlorn and neglected. Those are
symptoms of a government that is not in tune with
its people and is listening to only a handful of
advisers and the friends it really governs for. Good
government should be there for the average battler,
and if there has been improvement in the
management of the state and Victoria's economy I
have yet to see it. I think it is just sloganism. People
in my area have not seen job growth or improved
benefits under this government.
I will be interested to see what the government does
during the rest of its term.
The housing sector is a disaster, and the educators in
my electorate are concerned about whether they will
have any students in a few years. They are not
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interested in the cuts to universities; they want the
youth in my electorate to get a decent education.
When will the rail service to Sydenham be
electrified? When the Labor Party came to
government Victoria had the red rattler trains - do
honourable members remember them? The trains
were full of asbestos and were dangerous to the
public. The Labor government inherited them, and a
loan from England allowed John Cain to replace
those old red rattlers.
Many more 18-year-olds will be eligible to vote at
the next election. The government should be looking
at the services and living standards those voters will
demand of the government. I will advise them of the
demands they can place on the government. Today's
14-year-olds will demand rights; they have the right
to security and safety, a decent police force and good
infrastructure. If they need to go to work, those kids
will be exploited in a 24-hour shopping
environment. They will be forced to travel home on
public transport late at night, but will a safe public
transport infrastructure be in place by then? I am
sure McDonald's will not provide taxis so boys and
girls can travel home safely! The federal government
has said, 'If you don't take the job from 10.00 a.m. to
midnight at McDonald's in Doncaster, we will take
you off the dole'. How will they travel those
distances without proper public transport?
Parliament should be debating its concern for the
future generations of Victorians who must have
hope and must be able to see the light. They should
all be treated equally, not just Ron Walker and his
cohorts who make a fortune while the rest of
Victoria suffers.
As the person responsible for ethnic affairs, the
Premier attracts much publicity, but he displays no
commitment to our ethnic communities. The
government simply provides small hand-outs to
those communities. What a disgrace!
Government members defend the budget and say
they are doing a good job. What about our national
parks? The money for their improvement has gone
to Albert Park so the government can stage the
grand prix. National parks rangers are now being
forced to look at commercial enterprises to provide
funding. Australians love their national parks and
support their upkeep. I challenge the government on
that issue. Will further funds be taken from the
development of national parks to fund the
ideological aims of the Liberal Party or for its friends
to stage publicity stunts?
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Recently every Victorian household received a nice
glossy brochure produced by the government. Even
the Melbourne radio station that supports the
government and the Premier was dismayed at the
large amount of taxpayers' money used for
party-political advertising. That publication should
have been paid for by the Liberal Party, not the
government. A significant expense of this
government has been its self-promotion and
advertising at taxpayers' expense - yet, most has
been not government advertising but party-political
advertising.
I am concerned that the older people in my
electorate are as apprehensive about a Liberal
government as they were before the Cain
government was elected in 1982. They are concerned
at what will happen to their children and
grandchildren because of the government's failure to
provide health, education and recreation facilities.
Will they have jobs? Will they be able to achieve the
Australian dream - that is, to purchase a home and
establish a family - or will they be unemployed
indefinitely?
Those who live in the western or north-western
suburbs face a gloomy picture. The government has
failed to create jobs and to attract long-term
industry, and my constituents are concerned about
that.
What about the installation of desperately needed
traffic lights on the Keilor-Melton road? The Keilor
Heights area needs additional primary schools and
kindergartens. The people there see no future.
Schools in the west are forced to conduct lamington
sales and hold fetes to support even their basic
needs.
The government has failed to provide the funds for
educational opportunities for our children.
Traditionally the western and north-western
suburbs have not been able to raise enough funds, a
difficulty schools in other suburbs have not
experienced. When the previous Liberal government
was in power the schools in the western and
north-western suburbs were disadvantaged because
they could not match the dollar-for-dollar syndrome
introduced by that government.
What is the future for young families in my
electorate? Each family needs to own or operate two
cars because the government is closing down
services. Even if a mother with her two kids
manages to get to a hospital, they have to wait all
day for attention. I have had that experience: I have
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dropped my wife and children off at a hospital while
on my way to work only to have her ring me at
4.00 p.m. saying she has just seen a doctor and that I
can pick them up them on the way home.
Those are the experiences that people in the
north-west and west fear and are seeing as a result
of this government's policies. They fear that they
will not receive the services which they once
received and which a good government should
provide.
I conclude by saying that an AAA credit rating
might be good for the government's friends but it is
no good for the people whom I represent - the
people in my electorate as well as the people of
Victoria who cannot afford the extravagance of an
AAA rating, of not having services and of having to
pay through the nose for services that they do get.
Debate interrupted pUISuant to sessional orders.
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the running on multicultural and ethnic affairs
issues in this state. It is sad that the Premier has
made no comments condemning the Prime Minister.
I call on the Premier to condemn the Prime
Minister's tacit support for Ms Hanson.
I would like to read out a brief paragraph in a letter
from the Chinese Community Organisations in
Australia to the Prime Minister. It states;
Your silence on the one hand can be viewed as a tacit
endorsement of her sentiment and an encouragement
to like-minded people to continue their so-called
freedom of speech. Your non-rebuttal, on the other
hand negates your previously voiced recognition of the
contribution of Australia's Asian communities.

I will give the Premier a copy of this letter. I think
the Premier stands condemned for his lack of action.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

ADJOURNMENT
Power skis
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed by
sessional orders for me to interrupt business has
now arrived.

Racism: federal member for Oxley
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - The issue I wish
to raise with the Premier in his capacity as Minister
for Multicultural Affairs - it is good to see him in
the house tonight - relates to comments made by
the federal member for Oxley, Ms Pauline Hanson,
in her maiden speech to the federal Parliament. Her
speech, which was atrocious, contained a racist
attack on the indigenous people of this country. It
also included comments detrimental to Asian
immigration and multiculturalism. I am concerned
by the unfortunate national prominence her remarks
have been given. I am also very concerned that
Ms Hanson is to visit the state later this week at the
invitation, I understand, of Ted Drane and his
political party.
This country and this state have a history of a
bipartisan approach to ethnic affairs. It is
unfortunate that the Premier has been very quiet
and has completely abrogated his responsibility as
Minister for Multicultural Affairs. People in this
state are very concerned about this matter. The
Premier talks a lot about taxation reform and tells
the Prime Minister what to do on certain issues. But
in this case it has been left to the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training, as usual, to take up

Ms McCALL (Frankston) - The issue I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
the other place relates to the coastline and beaches,
some of which are in the electorate I am extremely
fortunate to represent. The honourable member for
Momington raised this matter earlier. We are
approaching summer and hope the weather in
Victoria will improve. We look forward to many
Victorians travelling to the MOmington Peninsula to
enjoy all the tourist facilities that the peninsula has.
The issue I raise relates to the use of power skis off
the beaches used by the general public, particularly
along the Momington Peninsula. The concern I have
relates to a particular beach in the Frankston area at
Dliver's Hill. It is a fairly sheltered beach and
provides excellent views. It is well used by the
people of Frankston, but is used by power ski
operators during the summer months. This creates
problems in the area because of the echoes, and
families who wish to use the beach also suffer.
I raise for the attention of the minister the
discussions he has had with Melbourne Parks and
Waterways and the Marine Board on issues relating
to the removal of power skis from family beaches.

Workplace violence
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - The matter I
raise for the attention of the Minister for Tertiary
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Education and Training relates in particular to
continued cases of workplace violence and the
victimisation of apprentices. I refer the minister to
his answer to a question on Wednesday,
11 September, from a member on his own side. He
said, referring to me:
The honourable member alleged that he has
infonnation concerning 30 cases of employee violence
and he is nodding his head in affirmation. If he has
30 cases, why has he not brought them forward? He is
being culpably negligent by allowing 30 young people
to remain in workplaces where, according to him, they
are subject to violence.

I raise another very serious case of workplace
violence and victimisation, which the minister
should note. When he made those remarks to the
house he would have been absolutely aware of this
case. There are file notes from his department on this
case, including interviews with the employer and
the young person. The events continued from May
last year right through to this year.

Timothy Gallasch, a 16-year-old apprentice,
experienced abuse in the workplace which was
inflicted on him by his employer. At the age of 16
Tim was brought home drunk from work. He was
nailed by a nail gun to the frame of a house for up to
2 hours - the employer admits it was for at least
10 minutes. While he was nailed to the frame of the
house, nails from the gun were shot at him when he
complained. In December 1994 a cap was glued to
his head with builders glue. Tim's head was burnt
and his hair was shaved to remove the glue. He
regularly experienced physical abuse in the
workplace, which culminated in a portable toilet
being tipped upside down while he was in it.
I have the file note here, which I will pass on to the
minister. He knew about this case when he made the
comment in the house that he would not take action
to have an inquiry and to have extra apprenticeship
supervisors appointed because the other case, the
David McHugh case, was an isolated incident. This
is another one, and there are many more. The
minister knew about this case when he made those
remarks to the house. He cannot slip and slide out of
this one.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

HumeWeir
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Agriculture and
Resources the remedial works being undertaken at
the Hume Weir on the River Murray, the border
between Victoria and New South Wales. I refer to
the difficulties being experienced by the
Murray-Darling Basin Commission, which have lead
to the decision to lower the water level in the Hume
Weir over the next two weeks by approximately
2 metres, which will result in 18 200 megalitres per
day being released from the weir.
I raise for the minister's attention the concern of
landowners downstream from the Hume Weir to
Lake Mulwala and beyond. Flooding is taking place
throughout the river system in north-eastern
Victoria because of recent rains and the build-up of
water within the storages in the region. I have
received representations from landowners about the
flooding of their properties for extended periods
because of the additional water that is being released
from the weir.
I seek from the minister an investigation into the
assistance which can be provided to these
landowners by way of rural finance and fodder for
stock.

Beyond Lake Mulwala in the northern part of the
Shire of Moira, which fronts the River Murray, is the
extensive levee bank system, which the high river
flows will test as the water moves through the
system. Consideration needs to be given to the
support provided to the municipality's sand
banking of the levee system to ensure protection
from floodwaters. The minister is aware of the
situation. The Murray-Darling Basin Commission
and representatives of the minister's department
have briefed the members who represent
north-eastern Victoria in the past couple of days, but
we seek an assurance from the minister that
assistance will be provided to landowners in the
north-east.

Lake N agambie dredging
The minister has already made vague promises that
he would increase the number of apprenticeship
supervisors from 20, upwards, but he has not done
so. He has made some vague promises about an
inquiry.

Ms GARBUTf CBundoora) - I draw to the
attention of the Minister for Agriculture and
Resources the dredging of Lake Nagambie and the
impact it is having on the water quality of the town
of Nagambie. Residents are so alarmed by the risks
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that they have forced a halt to the dredging while
tests are done on the quality of the water, which has
turned brown and is undrinkable. The effects were
moving down the river, causing concern elsewhere
as well as in Nagambie. Concern has also been
expressed that the sediment being stirred up may
contain dangerous substances. The river runs
through a gold mining area, which gives rise to the
danger that the sediment may contain arsenic. It also
runs through farming areas, which could also mean
there could be chemicals from fertilisers in the
sediment.
I trust the tests will reassure people, but the minister
should offer answers of his own. Will the minister
tell the house and the residents what tests were done
before the dredging was started - that is the crucial
time - so that proper analyses could be
undertaken? Why was a permit issued for
100 nephelometric turbidity units (NTUs) when the
World Health Organisation guidelines recommend a
limit of only 5 NTUs? What options were examined
for the disposal of the dredged soil before dredging
started, and why were other options rejected, apart
from dumping it back into the lake? What steps will
be taken to ensure the two protective curtains work,
because at the moment they are not operating? Was
the outbreak of hepatitis A related to the lowering of
the initial works? What monitoring will be put in
place if further dredging is allowed?
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind the
honourable member for Bundoora that the
adjournment debate is about raising matters for the
attention of ministers. It is a time for a member to
ask a minister to do something about a problem, not
ask a series of questions. The honourable member
should formulate her matter in that way.
Ms GARBUlT - I want the minister to make a
full statement to the people of Nagambie and the
members of this house on all of these issues. The
minister has not made a statement and people have
been given no assurances about those fairly
fundamental issues. I call on the minister to make a
full statement to reassure the public and the house
that all proper steps are being taken. The matters I
have raised are only some of those that he should
have addressed before the dredging started and that
he should be addressing now. He should have
addressed these matters before they caused alarm in
the community and before the dredged material was
dumped back into the middle of the lake.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
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Mr Micallef - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
on the ruling you have just given, I put it to you that
the member was raising a matter for action by a
minister. She was asking a series of questions to
back up her request. I suggest that your ruling cut
across the case she was properly putting before you.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The honourable member for Bundoora is not a
new member; she has been here a long time. She
knows the rules of Parliament and she should
proceed according to those rules.

Darebin: councillor behaviour
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I draw to the attention
of the Minister for Planning and Local Government a
copy of a letter I received recently from Ms Cheryl
Leeton, the office manager of the University of
Canberra's Australian Centre for Regional and Local
Government Studies, to the chief executive officer of
the Darebin City Council. In the letter Ms Leeton
expresses strong concerns about the behaviour of
certain Darebin City Council councillors on a recent
ratepayer-funded trip to Canberra for an elected
members course at the university.

Mr Leigh - Are you going to name them?
Mr FINN - I will name them. I ask the minister
to take immediate action to ensure that the sort of
behaviour outlined in the letter does not occur again.
Accusations are made in the letter. In fact, the
second paragraph says:
Of the four councillors who attended the conference
only one, Councillor Bilias, attended all sessions of the
course and was considered by the rest of the attendees
not to be disruptive.

The mind boggles when a group of councillors from
Melbourne goes to Canberra and is described by
fellow councillors from other municipalities as
disruptive. Indeed, it is embarrassing for Victorians
to be described in this way. The letter goes on:
Councillors El Asmar and Tsitas left each day at
lunchtime, sometimes earlier, to go Sightseeing.
Councillor Donohue left with them on at least two
occasions.
It was reported to me by other councillors that
Counci1lorDonohueusua1lyattendedtohercro~ord

during the morning session and Councillor Tsitas read
the paper. It was not uncommon for councillors
Donohue, Tsitas and El Asmar to walk out during the
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sessions to smoke or to make phone calls. It was also
reported by some of the presenters that their behaviour
was downright rude and their language coarse at times.

This sort of behaviour is unacceptable. These people
must realise that they represent not only their
municipalities but also their state. The minister
should immediately give consideration to the
matter. He has a duty to counsel particular
individuals to ensure that in future their behaviour
conforms to a standard we all expect.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Centenary Hall, Werribee
Ms GILLETI (Werribee) - I draw to the
attention of the Premier allocations from the
Community Support Fund. The Premier may not be
aware that 11 September 1996 marked the
32nd anniversary of the opening of Centenary Hall,
which was built by a group of local residents as a
centre for social and community life. The residents
were firmly of the belief that the community would
benefit and develop through the provision of a
venue in which local people and groups could
gather together to meet, discuss issues, canvass ideas
or simply enjoy one another's company. So they put
their money where their mouths were and raised the
money to build the hall.
Sadly, Centenary Hall has stood empty for too long.
Its future and purpose is disputed in a protracted
and divisive struggle that in part involves gambling.
Since my election I have had discussions on the
future of Centenary Hall with a variety of people
and community groups including the local
commissioners and the officers of the Community
Support Fund. I believe that we have an excellent
opportunity to reopen Centenary Hall so that its use
remains true to the original purposes for which it
was built, that is, to honour the commitment that the
Werribee residents originally made to their
community.
I was confident until I received correspondence from
the local commissioners, which indicates that they
have made an application. The correspondence,
dated 11 September, which happens to be the
anniversary of the opening of Centenary Hall,
indicates:
Further to the telephone contact from Fiona Richardson
of your office yesterday, the council currently has
under consideration a number of options for the future

of Centenary Hall. Council has recently sought funds
from the Community Support Fund for which we are
currently actively involved in discussions.
Until the negotiations for the future use of the hall have
progressed further council is not in a position to discuss
details with you. You will be advised when the
discussions are completed.

I seek the Premier's assistance in confirming
whether such an application has been made and
whether it has been made with any community
support, or whether it is simply an exercise in
self-gratification for the commissioners who are
attempting to enhance their CVs on their way out
the door.

Karkarook Park, Heatherton
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I raise with the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management a
matter relating to Karkarook Park, one of
Melbourne's newest parks, which is located near
South Road and Warrigal Road in the Heatherton
area. The minister will be aware that her
predecessor, Mr Birrell, and Mr Kiernan from Gean
Up Australia launched the park and referred to what
it may become. Indeed, sir, you may remember that
you visited the park some time ago.

Melbourne Parks and Waterways sought to put to
tender the digging of sand from the area and the
sculpting of a lake and the retarding basin so that
ultimately we would have a lake and a water
filtering system that would clean up some of
Melbourne's drainage water before it enters the bay.
This has to be one of the great revolutions for
establishing a cleaner environment in the bay. My
interest in the land goes back for 12 years; the former
member for Higinbotham was interested in the land
for about 15 years.
I ask the minister where it has got to. Perhaps she
could announce when and how the park will be
developed. There are a lot of old sand mines
throughout the area. When the digging of the lake
commences, some of the works need to be started as
well, so that people can see this is not just digging
some land.
The other point I make is that the money from the
digging of the lake will actually be put back into the
park, which is a great thing that the government has
done.
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Perhaps the minister could check with United
Energy to determine where we are with the removal
of certain powerlines because this will be one of
Melbourne's bigger parks in the future. I am sure
you will recall, Mr Speaker, that United Energy and
its predecessor were looking at removing some of
the powerlines and disguising others. I don't know
how you disguise a powerline - perhaps you make
it look like a bunch of vines or something.
As this will be one of the great parks of the future, I
ask the minister when she can inform the public of
what she proposes to do.

Melbourne: informal council meetings
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manner. Moreover the concern is: what if one of the
other tenderers has leaked information? The
question that has to be asked is: will there be an
investigation of him or her? I urge the minister to
intervene to stop councillors being subjected to such
an exercise. The council has no power to undertake
such an intimidatory, investigative act. It violates the
tenor of the Local Government Act. It must
immediately stop the informal meetings for deciding
all matters in the City of Melbourne. I ask the
minister to tell the Lord Mayor that this is not the
way to conduct democracy in the City of Melbourne.

Planning and local government: alcohol
purchases

Mr COLE (Melbourne) - The matter I raise for
the Minister for Planning and Local Government is a
concern I have raised previously on the use of
informal meetings and other methods used to avoid
the proper process of scrutiny by the community
and the local government department. I ask him to
take action immediately to stop this happening. I
refer to informal meetings, which are used to make
all decisions that are subsequently ratified by full
council.

Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - The matter I
raise for the attention of the Minister for Planning
and Local Government concerns the purchase of
alcohol by the minister's office. I call for a review of
this matter. Recently the member for Dandenong
asked a question of the minister, wherein he said:

The latest development of the Melbourne City
Council is the employment of a private detective
agency to investigate leaks of information on
confidential matters, including the
cross-examination of councillors. If there is an
alleged breach of the act it should go back to the
minister's department for immediate investigation
and not result in the use of private detectives by the
Melbourne City Council. The council is using
Control Risks Specialists Pacific Pty Ltd. It could be
doing this potentially to avoid the scrutiny of the
department and the government. The minister has to
intervene as soon as possible.

The minister wisely presented what was spent
during his years in office, but the fascinating part is
what happened before. The answer provided by the
Minister for Planning and Local Government was
that in the year 1995-96, $242.90 was spent; in
1994-95, $92.80; in 1993-94, $209.65. The year before
that was a mixed year, when a former minister the
Honourable Andrew McCutcheon was the minister
for part of the year, and the expenditure was $852.96!

It would appear that there has been some leak in the
proposed contract or proposition to put money into
the purchase of Melbourne Airport. The council has
treated this process with silence and such a lack of
community debate that the purchase of the airport
can be likened to the Manhattan project in its desire
for confidentiality. I have grave concerns, and I urge
the minister to intervene immediately to stop the
council administration employing private detectives
to ask questions of and investigate councillors.
Serious matters like this must be handled by the
local government department.
As I have said in the past, the council cannot use
informal procedures to intimidate councillors in this

Since 3 October 1992 to date, what are the details of all
alcohol purchased by the minister or his office,
indicating in respect of each purchase ...

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr E. R. SMITH - Wait for it! Let's look at the
previOUS year, 1991-92 - the expenditure was $2871!

Mr Blacks - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
member appears to be providing information, not
seeking information, from a minister. It is an
adjournment debate during which he should be
seeking a response on a matter of government
administration. He seems to be acting as a minister
by providing information and not seeking anything.
I ask you to rule him out of order and to ask him to
indicate which minister he is talking about and also
what he is seeking from that minister.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The member has raised a matter for the
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Minister for Planning and Local Government. He
now must ask for some kind of action to be taken.
Mr E. R. SMITH - The action that I call for is a
review of the expenditure on alcohol. It seems that in
that period when this money was being spent on
alcohol there was a party in Mr McCutcheon's office
every night. Apparently it was a party for the
Socialist Left because Ken earr was one of the
prominent citizens who was turning up at the
minister's office to partake of this daily partying and
up to $3000 was being spent per year. I call on the
minister to order a review of the expenditure on
alcohol in his office.

Responses
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - When the Minister
for Planning and Local Government has his first
drink I want to be part of the party. I have been
waiting for 20 years, and he is as tight today as he
was when he entered Parliament!
The honourable member for Springvale raised the
issue of comments by Pauline Hanson, the
Queensland member of federal Parliament, and the
comments she made on both immigration and the
Aboriginal community.
The honourable member is not right in saying that I
have not made any comment on this matter. I made
comments here, and those comments were reported
widely throughout Australia. I do not accept the
accuracy of the comments Pauline Hanson made.
I understand clearly that each and every one of us
has a different opinion on probably every issue. That
is why Parliament should be a house of debate, to
allow each and every one to express different points
of view. But, Mr Speaker, in saying that I think
Ms Hanson confuses what I can only describe as
short-term popularity with what is and should be a
greater sense of responsibility as a parliamentarian
and certainly as a community leader. The easiest
thing to do is to get out there and criticise. That does
not deny her the right to hold the views that she
holds and to express them in certain circumstances,
but I believe that as a member of Parliament you
have to take on and consider the ramifications of
what you are saying a little more widely. For a long
time, ever since I was made Minister for
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs in 1980, I have
strongly supported our multicultural society. I even
support, although it is unpopular with many people,
an increased immigration program because I see it
as a way to further develop the country and to
produce goods and services where we have a large
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enough community so that the production run will
justify employing Victorians and Australians rather
than importing products.
I make no apology for my stance, which has been on
record for 16 years. I also make no apology for the
fact that my view on multiculturalism differs in
rhetoric and application from the views of the
majority on the other side, although we have had a
very good bipartisan approach on matters of
immigration in this state since 1980. However, my
views differ widely from those of my federal
colleagues. I again make no apology for that, and
that is on the public record.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr KENNETT - I can do no more than go
public. In terms of Ms Hanson's comments re the
Aboriginal community, I am one of those who
believe quite strongly that the way we work with
our Aboriginal community is a sign of the maturity
of the broader population. Unlike New Zealand,
where the Maoris make up about 10 per cent of the
population, in Victoria the proportion of indigenous
people is substantially lower. Our indigenous people
number somewhere between 160 000 and 170000.
There is no doubt that from white settlement
onwards in various circumstances from time to time
our indigenous people have been treated badly. No
amount of apologising that we can do today will in
any way return to them the circumstances in which
they found themselves or from which they were
taken. What is necessary is to realise that the way in
which we can best approach life today and
tomorrow is to make sure that people, whether they
be members of the Aboriginal community, the
Maltese community or the Australian community,
all have equal access to opportunities and those in
need in particular are picked up by governments
through the safety nets that are in place.
Ms Hanson's comments, I think, were extreme not that she is not supported by others. There are
others with the same views, but I believe she has
failed the test of political representation, and I know
I will be criticised for suggesting that she should
think twice about what she says before she says it.
I believe that as members of Parliament we have a
special responsibility and we have to be very careful
what we say so that we do not divide communities.
Ultimately we have to live together in a harmonious
environment. I happen to believe that Senator
Herron, the federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs,
is a man with a great deal of knowledge, capacity
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and compassion in dealing with the Aboriginal
community. It has not just happened since he
became a member of Parliament. He has dealt with
the Aboriginal community for many years, and even
though he will be criticised from time to time for the
administration of his portfolio, he is doing a very
good job. All of us, whether we are Aboriginal or
non-Aboriginal, have to be prepared to be subjected
to financial scrutiny for the way in which public
money is spent on various programs, whether they
be health, which is the issue at the moment here in
Victoria, or Aboriginal affairs. No-one should be
excluded from proper scrutiny from time to time to
make sure, firstly, that the recipients of the funds are
getting value, and secondly, that the people
providing them are actually getting value. I think
Ms Hanson has probably altered her initial
comments quite substantially. From what I heard
her say the other morning on radio I think she has
backed away quite considerably. She is now a lot
more thoughtful about the words she is using, and I
think that is probably because of the realisation that
as politicians we are subject to greater scrutiny.
Certainly we can be frank and honest, but I think at
the same time we have to make sure that we are
working with the community rather than seeking
short-term political gains.
It is up to individuals to make up their own minds,
and I hope most people would express views that,
while not necessarily the same as mine, are similar in
sentiment. We have one of the most exciting
multicultural countries in the world. That statement
is obviously true also of Victoria. It is one of our
great assets. I do not think we utilise the
multicultural society enough to get maximum
advantage for Victorians and Australians but it is
without a doubt one of the most eXciting assets of
this state, and that is recognised not only by people
who live here but people who visit the state as well.
In terms of the member for Werribee who raised the
issue of Centenary Hall, an old hall that has just
celebrated its l00th birthday, I make two points:
firstly, the contribution finished with a veiled attack
from the member for Werribee. That is an immature
attack. She is only a recent resident of Werribee and
it was a vindictive comment, and it is beneath her to
make the comment. Those individuals serve the
people of Werribee exceptionally well and they have
gained for Werribee a share of community taxes and
charges in a way that the previous council did not
and the previous member of Parliament did not.
Those individuals have worked to the best of their
ability and have served their community well.
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Centenary Hall was the starting point, but I make
the point that I am not aware whether an application
has been made to the Community Support Fund.
Applications normally do not come to me; they go
directly to the fund. They are assessed
independently by the fund and then a subcommittee
of cabinet signs off on them based on the
recommendations that are given to the Community
Support Fund. I remind the honourable member for
Werribee that it was her party that was in office
from 1982 to 1992 and if this hall was of great value
it could have received government assistance at any
stage. I suggest, judging by the look on her face and
her reaction, that probably the Labor Party made no
contribution whatsoever. It is a typical example of
how the Labor Party when in office turned its back
on its own.
Ms Gillett - Not this time.

Mr KENNE'IT - It is never relevant when you
are in office.
Ms Gillett - It has not been reopened since the
commissioners have been there.

Mr KENNE'IT - Why is it closed? Because of the
condition of it?
Ms Gillett - No, Premier.

Mr KENNE'IT - Why not?
Ms Gillett - I explained that.

Mr KENNE'IT - Labor was there for 10 years,
good lady, and not once did the Labor Party make
moneys available to the hall.

You have now come to us asking us to pick up the
pieces that have been left strewn around the state by
a rampant Labor Party with a ministry out of
control. Labor was financially corrupt in the way it
managed this state.
Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr KENNE'IT - The honourable member for
Williamstown should never forgot that the
government is now in its fifth year of simply trying
to bring Victoria back to the financial pOSition it was
in in 1982 when Labor took office. You have actually
cost Victorians 20 years of opportunity - 10 years in
which you were in office and a further 10 years in
which we have to pick up the pieces. When you
come into this house and ask to supply funds, bear
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in mind that our capacity is substantially weakened
because of your mal administration.
When we talk about hospitals, centenary halls and
all the things that members on the other side write to
me wanting, just bear in mind that this year we will
again spend $200 million in subsidies to the SEC that
it then uses and makes available to Alcoa because of
a deal that David White entered into, which is
absolutely choking this community. It will cost us
$200 million this year.
Ms Gillett interjected.
Mr KENNEIT - The honourable member for
Werribee says she only wants $2 million. If you want
$2 million you go back and ask David White. This is
not just one year - it is year upon year upon year
that the Labor Party and David White are costing us
$200 million. That money could have been available
for schools, for health or for your centenary hall.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNEIT - I have never heard such
hypocrisy from the group of people that were clearly
economic vandals. I do not know whether there is an
application. I have no idea. I can only suggest that if
you want to find out you, like most of my
colleagues, have the opportunity of writing directly
to the Community Support Fund and its officers will
tell you whether it has an application.
This state would be a lot stronger. We are now in
our fifth year. That is approximately $1 billion that
we would have had at our disposal to address health
and education or to reduce taxes. We are today still
fighting to recover the financial position of this state
because of the incredible bad management by Labor.
It is the reason why you simply cannot be trusted
again for the next 2S years.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - Earlier the honourable
member for Glen Waverley gave an account of the
hypocrisy of Labor in government compared with
Labor in opposition. There can be no greater
hypocrisy than the matters contained in the question
from the honourable member for Williamstown
tOnight.
Three weeks ago I advised the house that the
honourable member for Williamstown was the
general manager of the Victorian youth guarantee
scheme when an employer was registered by his
department in which he had a senior position to be a
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fit and satisfactory employer of apprentices and
trainees. That was despite the fact that the
honourable member for Williamstown was aware
that that same employer had allegedly been
responsible for the death of an apprentice some two
years prior to that. Yet when he was in charge of the
youth guarantee scheme his department registered
that person subsequently to employ an apprentice
who was then deliberately set alight and burnt with
paint solvent. What guarantee did he give to that
young person, David McHugh, when he was
charged with the responsibility of looking after
apprentices and trainees?
Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - Tonight the honourable
member raises a further case that he alleges is one of
30 cases that he has, which he seems to be dribbling
out one by one rather than doing the responsible
thing and providing the details of each case so that
the young people involved are not left high and dry
or are subject to potential further bastardisation
while he seeks his moment of glory in the media.

Instead he has come today with another case
involving Tim Gallasch which was reported to the
Office of Training and Further Education in May of
this year. As soon as the case came forward a trainee
development officer from my department went out
and interviewed the young person and employer in
question. The young person was not forthcoming
with all of the allegations that have subsequently
been made and have been coordinated by the
honourable member for Williamstown in his media
campaign. It took some months for that young
person to reveal all of the allegations that have come
forward. Notwithstanding that my office acted
under the act as quickly as possible. Given the
allegations my office ensured that that person can no
longer employ any further apprentices. My office
has ensured that the case has been referred, as it
should be, to the police for criminal investigation.
When I returned from two weeks leave I was
particularly disturbed to find that having being told
by the mother of that young person that she was not
intending to take the matter into the public domain
because it would not be in the interests of her son to
do so until the criminal investigation by the police
was completed, and because of what members of the
community might think about what was done to
that young person, the honourable member for
Williamstown has coordinated a media campaign
which has ensured that the criminal investigation
may be compromised, but also that the young
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person may be subsequently embarrassed by the
details that will come forward about that young
person's alleged acts with animals which will
embarrass that young person for the rest of his life.
The mother of that young boy was obviously
encouraged to come forward by the campaign
coordinated by the honourable member for
Williamstown.
If the honourable member has any further evidence
of 28 other cases as he has alleged, I suggest that in
the interests of the security and safety of those
young people, instead of drip feeding them, of being
irresponsible and of playing politics he should
provide information to the police and follow up on
the criminal investigations.

Mr Bracks interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I have already advised the
house that as soon as those allegations came brought
forward I wrote 60 000 letters to every apprentice
and employer in this state. I have raised the issue at
national employers forums. What has come
forward? Only five cases. Not the 30 that the
honourable member has had us believe. Three of the
five do not relate to employee violence - they relate
to pay claims. The two that have come forward are
being dealt with properly through the police and
through the appropriate court mechanisms.
I conclude by saying that at the end of the day the
campaign that I have initiated has ensured that
employer groups such as the auto industry have
taken action. The most recent Auto Industry Update
has the heading' Apprentice Bastardisation You've Been Warned'.
The article states:
... the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training,
Phil Honeywood, said employers who did not provide
a safe working environment may lose their approval to
employ apprentices and trainees due to breaches of the
Vocational and Education and Training Act 1990.
Mr Honeywood said all employers must be aware of

their obligations under the occupational health and
safety legislation, and that incidents of violence and
harassment 'must never be tolerated'.
The government is ensuring that the matter will be
dealt with at the national and state levels. It is
hypocritical of the honourable member for
Williamstown to raise the issue because he did
nothing when his party was in government. In fact,
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when the honourable member was a senior member
of the administration of the Labor government and
had been made aware of allegations of apprentice
bastardisation concerning a particular employer, he
enabled that employer to be registered to employ
other apprentices. The result was that a young
person was seriously burned. Now the honourable
member is running off to the media and claiming he
had nothing to do with it.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - The honourable member for Murray
Valley mentioned the effect the release of water from
the Hume reservoir would have downstream,
particularly near Mulwala and Yarrawonga. The
Murray Darling Commission has advised that it has
made cash available to purchase fodder and that it is
prepared to provide boats and staff to assist in the
delivery of fodder to stock surrounded by water.
The commission will meet tomorrow to determine
what other measures need to be taken to assist the
rural community.
We all understand that the release of the water at a
time when there are fairly high flows in all the
tributaries, particularly in north-eastern Victoria,
will create problems, but we are concerned about the
condition of the reservoir and want to ensure that
necessary remedial work should be carried out as
quickly as possible. I thank the honourable member
for raising the issue on behalf of his constituents and
I am sure that he and the honourable member for
Benambra will take the matter further.
The honourable member for Bundoora mentioned
the effects of the dredging taking place as part of the
construction of an Olympic-standard, 2000-metre
rowing course at Nagambie. Victoria is scheduled to
host the King's Cup National Rowing
Championship in March 1998. This prestigious event
rotates around the six states, returning to Victoria
every six years. On the last occasion it was held at
the Carrum course, which was constructed by the
previous Labor government at a cost of some
$9 million. Following the regatta the Australian
Rowing Council made it clear to the Victorian
Rowing Association that it was not prepared to
allow Victoria to host the King's Cup if the only
course that was offered was the Carrum course. The
council believed the course did not meet the
standard, which is unfortunate because a great deal
of taxpayers' money was spent on it. The threat was
that if Victoria did not provide a course of adequate
standard it would not be able to host the King's Cup
and would lose its turn in the rotation in favour of
New South Wales.
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So concerned was the Australian Rowing Council,
which is based in Victoria, that its chief executive
and the chairman of the Victorian Rowing
Association, Judge Hubert Frederico, looked at the
options for constructing a 2000-metre rowing course
for the national championships and considered a
range of venues, including Carrurn; Lake
Wendouree, where the Olympic rowing was held in
1956; Barwon, where there was a possibility of
constructing a new course; and Lake Nagambie. The
Victorian Rowing Association put forward a
submission in support of constructing the course at
Lake Nagambie and it was enthusiastically
supported by the shires of Goulbum and later
Strathbogie.
The Department of Sport and Recreation has
provided $700 000 for the construction of the project,
which is a minute amount compared with the
$9 million spent on the last course. We are fortunate
that the lake forms three-quarters of the course and
that only one-quarter has to be dredged to establish
the required depth. The benefit of the Nagambie
course is that, unlike Carrurn which is a six-lane
course, this will be a nine-lane course and will allow
major regattas to be conducted with efficiency.
It is a municipal project, and as a local member of
Parliament I am happy to support it. I am delighted
that the facility is in my home town because the
small community of 1500 people will have the
opportunity to host a major national championship.
The recreation reserve will never host an AFL
football championship and the golf course will not
host an Australian golf championship with Greg
Norman and other golfing champions. However,
Nagambie will host a championship of international
standard with a plethora of Olympic gold
medallists, including the Oarsome Foursome. It will
be fantastic for the community.

Unfortunately, there are a few kilIjoys and a
sprinkling of Jenni Chandlers in the Nagambie
community. I would be swprised if they are putting
up yellow ribbons, but they have put various
hurdles in the way of the project. I guarantee that
the project is supported by more than 95 per cent of
the Nagambie community. I should like to know
whether the honourable member for Bundoora has
visited Nagambie and seen the course. Apparently
she has not.
A number of accusations have been made and I
would like to go through them. The honourable
member claimed the dredging has ceased. Following
tests conducted by the Environment Protection
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Authority dredging was called to a halt on Friday. It
started again today following reports from the EPA.
The honourable member also said the water is
murky and undrinkable.
The water in the township of Nagambie is crystal
clear. In fact, last Sunday several residents showed
me tank water and water from their taps and they
said they could not pick the difference. Thanks to
some of my lobbying a few years ago, Nagambie has
a filtration system so water is not pumped straight
from the lake and into the Nagambie system; all the
water is filtered.
The residents of Nagambie support this project, and
the people who spoke to the honourable member for
Bundoora clearly have it wrong. She has a few
kilijoys in her ear - a few of the Jenni Chandler
types - who are knocking and whingeing, but I can
bring the honourable member a bottle of N agambie
water and a bottle of spring water and I guarantee
she will not be able to tell the difference. I have been
drinking it all the time.
Ms Garbutt interjected.

Mr McNAMARA - The area upstream was
previously a goldmining area. All of Goulbum has
been a goldmining area; in fact the western side of
the river is auriferous country which is subject to
mining, miners rights and so on.
The honourable member indicated that there could
be toxins such as arsenic and other heavy metals in
the water supply. I advise the house that after
undertaking tests the EPA found no evidence of
arsenic or any other heavy metals. Again the
honourable member is wrong.
Ms Garbutt - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
am pleased that the tests have been positive, but my
question was about what tests were done before
they started dredging, not after.
The SPEAKER - Order! I mentioned before that
the honourable member is not a new member; she
should know the rules. That is not a point of order, it
is simply a waste of time.

Mr McNAMARA - The honourable member
also referred to an outbreak of hepatitis A. Members
of the Nagambie Football Club did come down with
hepatitis A but that was three months before the
dredging started. Again the honourable member has
not done her homework, and a call to anyone in
Nagambie could have told her that.
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Ms Garbutt - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker - The SPEAKER - Order! I trust this time it will
be a point of order and not just a point of view.
Ms Garbutt - The minister's answers are full of
distortions. I did not say the hepatitis outbreak was
occurring now; that was earlier when the works
began.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. I will not hear from the honourable member
again this evening.
Mr McNAMARA - The outbreak of
hepatitis A severely affected one hotel in the town
where most of the footballers drank. As honourable
members know, after contracting hepatitis A you
cannot drink alcohol for four to six months, which
caused some problems in the town for at least one
business! We also had to field our second xvm as
our first xvm for about eight weeks.
An Honourable Member - How did they go?
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and the EPA also set standards in relation to
turbidity outside that geotechnic screen. When tests
were taken last week the level of turbidity outside
the screen where the material was being deposited
was within the guidelines set by the EPA.

It is also worth mentioning that the water upstream
of the Goulburn River had a level of turbidity similar
to that around the screen where the material was
being deposited. In fact, in some parts of the river
upstream the turbidity was higher than it was in the
lake where the material was being deposited. The
honourable member for Bundoora did not mention
that.
The honourable member needs to understand that
after heavy rainfall in a catchment like the Goulburn
there is a lot of run-off, particularly from areas off
the Puckapunyal range where the fine sediment is
taken by the water and flows into the Goulburn
system. That creates a real problem with turbidity.
One measurement in the Goulburn River was
20 times higher than the level the honourable
member suggests should be around the screen
where the material has been deposited.

Mr McNAMARA - They lost every game, which
was unfortunate. The best advice I received from the
medicos in the area was that the disease was
contracted at half-time when a drink bottle was
passed around and shared by every member of the
team. It affected only members playing in the team
on that day who drank from the bottle at that
half-time break. No-one else in the football club and
no-one else in the community was affected. To try to
suggest that that somehow had something to do
with the water quality in Lake Nagambie is to draw
a very long bow.

All I can suggest is that before the honourable
member goes off on another crusade she should first
recognise a few basic facts: this project is supported
by more than 95 per cent of the local community; the
drinking water has not been affected; and it meets
the requirements set by all the government
authorities that have responsibility for this.

The other issue referred to by the honourable
member related to turbidity units and the standards
set by the EPA. Prior to the Shire of Strathbogie
proceeding with the dredging project, it sought
approval from Goulburn Valley Water, which is the
supplier of drinking water for the town and which is
also in charge of waste water disposal. It also sought
approval from Goulburn Murray Water, which
controls the Goulburn system, as Mr Speaker would
know. They run the irrigation system through
northern Victoria. The Shire of Strathbogie also
sought and obtained approval from the EPA.

The SPEAKER - Order! The minister will
address the Chair and not ask questions across the
table.

A range of conditions was set to allow the dredging
to proceed. One was that a geotechnic screen was to
be placed around the area where the material was
being shifted from one part of the lake to another,

Ms Garbutt interjected.

Mr McNAMARA - Are you questioning the
EPA and saying it is not tough enough because - -

Mr McNAMARA - My ministerial colleague
beside me, the Minister for Planning and Local
Government, might give an instance of where he
believes the EPA is too tough!
Nobody would regard the EPA as not vigilant in
maintaining environmental standards. As a resident
of Nagambie and as minister responsible for water
supply, I would be concerned if we took any
measure that created problems with the quality of
drinking water for Nagambie residents. I would not
approve of that. In the future I hope the honourable
member gets her facts right and does not join the
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handful of Jenni Chandlers with the yellow ribbons
who will protest about anything. If you join them,
wear your yellow ribbon.

The SPEAKER - Order! the minister will
address the Chair.
Mr McNAMARA - We can identify her as
another knocker of a project that will provide
tremendous opportunities not only for Nagambie
but for the entire Goulburn Valley.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - The honourable member for
Mordialloc directed to my attention the Karkarook
Park development. He asked me when I would be in
a position to announce the completion of the work
that has been continuing for some time in
developing a sand mine. The area has been used and
a hole has been left there. I understand the Minister
for Industry, Science and Technology in the other
place, the Honourable Mark Birrell, who had
responsibility for this portfolio before me, and you,
Mr Speaker, in your previous role, saw the
opportunity for the development of what had been
and is now, to some degree, a disused sand mine.
Recently I was briefed informally on this matter
because the honourable member has raised it with
me on a number of occasions. We are on the verge of
making an announcement for the development of a
lake, wetlands and park that will be second to none
in Victoria and as good as, for example, the Penrith
Lakes development in New South Wales. It is an
incredibly exciting concept. A lot of the work has
been done by Melbourne Parks and Waterways, the
custodian of this area. It has been negotiating with
one of our major quarry companies - Boral, I think
- to gain access to the sand mine. Revenue from
access to that mine will enable the establishment of
the lake, a wetlands that will not only have
environmental values but also be used as a settling
pond for water, and the development of a
magnificent park. I do not want to pre-empt any
announcement, but I understand negotiations are
proceeding satisfactorily. I am sure the honourable
member for Mordialloc will see a remarkable
development down there. Melbourne will have
another remarkable park.
I do not have full details of the matter raised by the
honourable member about the powerlines there
being camouflaged or placed underground. I
understand you, Mr Speaker, in your former life
may have had an opportunity to discuss this matter
with United Energy. I will follow up on that. As we
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develop the plan at Karkarook we may be able to
find some means of dealing with what are often
unsightly powerlines. I can make no commitment
because it has just been brought to my attention, but
I can tell the honourable member that within a short
time his constituents will hear an announcement that
will prove of great environmental benefit to
Mordialloc, to the area under discussion and to
metropolitan parks in Melbourne.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - The honourable member for
Frankston raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Roads and Ports in the other place. I
shall refer to the minister the issue concerning power
skis being used close to the Frankston shore and ask
him to supply the honourable member with a
response.
The honourable member for Melbourne asks me to
follow up earlier debate in the house about informal
meetings of a council which may later lead to the
ratification of decisions made at those informal
meetings. In a more concerned way the honourable
member raised the issue of private detectives being
employed by the Melbourne City Council to make
inquiries among councillors about the leaking of or
breach of confidentiality about information before
the council.
I have received no complaints from any councillors. I
urge the honourable member, if he can get support
from any of those councillors concerned about the
matter, to raise it with the Office of Local
Government; I am sure that office will take the
appropriate action. However, I will discuss it with
the acting director of the Office of Local Government
and see what response is appropriate. When I have
my regular meeting with the lord mayor I will
certainly raise the matter with him and see what
information he can give me. I know nothing about
private detectives being used or what matters are
being inquired into, but I shall certainly try to
establish details.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley asks me
to review the use of alcohol in my office; it seems he
has received a certain amount of encouragement
from the Premier on this matter. It is true that the
honourable member for Dandenong raised a
question on notice, which is one of his regular
fixations, to inquire of ministers how much alcohol
is consumed in their offices. The figure quoted by
the honourable member for Glen Waverley, which
suggests there has been a movement in the amount
of alcohol used in the minister's office from $2781
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when that office was occupied by a minister from
the Socialist Left of the Labor Party, is a little unfair
because that minister had 14 staff members. With 14
Socialist Left staff members one must have
sympathy for the amount of alcohol the minister and
staff members would need!
It is true that a former Lord Mayor of Melbourne,
Richard Wynne, with Kim Carr - now a
distinguished senator in the federal Parliament, who
has something of a fixation about casinos and
gambling - was on the staff of the minister at the
time. When I reached the office after the election
there were signs of what could only be described as
a hasty departure from the office. The amount of
alcohol purchased during my first year was
considerably understated compared with the
amount left by the previous incumbent. Indeed,
some items purchased by the previous incumbent
have not been consumed four years later. I hesitate
to invite the honourable member to come and drink
it because it is not the sort of drink one normally
offers people, which is probably why it has survived
so long!

I will review the matter with the sympathetic
understanding of the Premier. I will try to be more
generous in making sure that the amount of alcohol
is appropriate for the nature of the role and function
of a Minister for Planning and Local Government's
office, although I must say that with the new
responsibilities of local government, the amount of
alcohol consumed in the office shows every sign of
increasing.
I turn to the matter raised by the honourable
member for Tullamarine. He referred to the response
provided to the City of Darebin by the University of
Canberra about its view on the behaviour of
councillors at a conference in Canberra which, as the
honourable member said, was funded by ratepayers.
I have had the benefit of reading the transcript of a
radio interview with two of the councillors who
were the subject of attack. One of them indicated
that the behaviour the Canberra academics found
objectionable was in fact an expression of some
ideological difference between the Darebin
councillors and the presenters of the information
during the course. In other words, they felt it was a
proper reaction to get up, walk out and absent
themselves from the afternoon sessions and to see
the sights of Canberra - or indeed, other people in
Canberra, but certainly not the course - as an
expression of their ideological views about the
imposition of compulsory competitive tendering as
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opposed to voluntary competitive tendering. Rather
than take in the session and perhaps exchange views
on the merits of compulsory or non-compulsory
tendering they characterised their behaviour,
whether of coarse language or of studied disinterest
in the proceedings of the conference, as being an
ideological expression of their views.
I think the honourable member for Tullamarine is
unkind about the situation, and one has to have a
certain amount of sympathy, remembering that the
City of Darebin has an all-Lab or council- that is,
five Socialist Left and four Centre Unity. Anybody
who is in the position of having five Socialist Left
and four Centre Unity councillors, with the mayor
coming from the minority group, the Centre Unity,
because one of the Socialist Left members apparently
deviated in the ballot for mayor - Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - No, I am assured on the
most reliable authority that it was not as the
honourable member for Momington says but was
because one of the Socialist Left members, who has
very high principles, decided to forsake the faction
on that issue and to vote for a deliberate choice of a
mayor from the other faction. I have to say that it
seems to have put the council in the pOSition of
having some management difficulties.
That is why I say the honourable member for
Tullamarine is unkind, because if I were the mayor
of Darebin and I came from the minority group I
think I would want to send a lot of the other
councillors off to Canberra conferences because it
might make it possible to get on with actually
running the council. That would especially be the
case if it were those who have the view that if
anything occurs in the course of their municipal
duties with which they disagree, they have the
right - indeed perhaps even the responsibility - to
express themselves by aggressive language and
unpleasant behaviour, which is complained of by
the university.
Since it relates to the Darebin City Council, I take
this opportunity to say that under an appropriate
section of the Local Government Act I am having
terms of references drafted for an appropriate
inquiry, not into the behaviour at Canberra and
whether it was an ideological statement but into
more serious matters relating to the administration
of the Darebin City Council.
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I would appeal to the honourable member for
Northcote, if he were here and if he were not
preparing for his denunciations at the forthcoming
conference of the Labor Party, to use his influence to
try to get some harmony between the Socialist Left
and Centre Unity groups within that council so that
the place will be manageable and will be able to get
on with the business of local government rather than
with the civil war that is presently raging between
one councillor - Anderson - and the Centre Unity
mayor. It appears that Cr Anderson, who is from the
Socialist Left, is at war with the mayor; I think that
has some echoes of the fact that a Socialist Left
member deviated from the ticket in respect of the
choice of mayor. The other member who might be of
assistance to us would be the honourable member
for Preston, because I understand two of the
councillors are employed by the honourable member
as part of his electorate office staff.
I can only hope that the honourable member for
Preston, I presume on the Centre Unity end of
things, and the honourable member for Northcote,
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on the Socialist Left end of things, will be able to get
the councillors working and behaving themselves
appropriately as councillors rather than allowing the
difficulties and differences which exist within the
factions of the Labor Party to be put on public
display - to the embarrassment of Victoria in the
sessions at the University of Canberra.
The SPEAKER - Order! The house stands
adjourned until next day.
House adjourned 11.25 p.m.
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