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in Victoria and their benefit to the Victorian
community?

Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - I thank the
honourable member for Dromana for his question.
The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 2.05 p.m. and read the prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
City Link: tolls
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - Will
the Premier confirm that motorists will be required
to pay an up-front fee of approximately $100 before
they are able to travel on the City link tollway? If
this is true, will the Premier explain what steps the
government will take to protect motorists, including
pensioners, from this outrageous impost on using
tollways?
Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - I congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition on his first policy question
since Parliament resumed, but he has had to rely on
someone else to do at least some of the work.
Nothing has happened with the ALP's own research.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT - I cannot confirm what the
Leader of the Opposition has asserted. I think
commonsense would show that if there were to be
that sort of payment it would reduce the throughput
of traffic on City link, and if that were to be the case
it would make it more difficult for the consortium to
get a reasonable return as quickly as possible.
During the recent election campaign the ALP ran
hard on City link, tolls and so on, and the public
overwhelmingly rejected. its scaremongering. We
would welcome the opposition continuing with this
line of public debate for the next four years because
we have no doubt that when the next election comes
the public will again overwhelmingly support a
political party that has vision and is prepared to
~ork with the work force to deliver a piece of
infrastructure that the vast majority of the public
will use as a matter of choice.

Competition policy benchmarks
Mr DIXON (Dromana) - Will the Premier
outline to the house the progress of the
implementation of competition policy benchmarks

Mr Batchelor - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
this question is extremely broad. It enables the
Premier to give a wide-ranging answer and
therefore avoid proper scrutiny during question
time. It is the sort of question that should not be
allowed or should be required to be made more

specific.
The SPEAKER - Order! I rule the question in
order, but I ask the Premier and other ministers to
make their answers relatively brief.

Mr KENNETT - The national competition
policy is one of the great pluses of the Australian
community as it tries to make itself even more
competitive for the 21st century. I can't help it if the
Victorian Labor Party simply does not understand it,
even though its counterpart in Canberra under
former Prime Minister Keating was responsible for
introducing it.
The Victorian government has passed three
significant milestones in competition policy that will
further reduce the impact of government on
business and household costs - that is one of the
absolute tenets of the competition policy that has
been entered into and agreed upon by the heads of
government of all the states and territories and the
commonwealth. My government has recently
approved two policy statements, one on competitive
neutrality and one on competition reforms in local
go,,:ernment. The government launched a four-year
reVIew of more than 420 pieces of legislation and
regulations to establish whether they restrict
competition policy to a high, medium or low degree.
That work has now been completed and has
produced what is without doubt one of the best
research documents to have been completed over
the past three and a half years. The three measures
have been finalised prior to the first meeting of the
Council of Australian Governments under the new
federal government, which will be held in Canberra
next week.
The three measures, as they are processed through
government and the community over the next four
years, will mean lower costs and a more competitive
economy for Victoria. They will build on the
substantial reforms we have undertaken as a
government and a community since 1992. It is
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important to understand that if we are to continue to
grow opportunities, particularly employment
opportunities, we cannot be complacent and
therefore we cannot stand still.
Those three areas are also part of a broader
competition policy agreement which includes
benchmarks for reforms in electricity, gas and water,
and which will qualify Victoria for the first tranche
of competition payments from the commonwealth in
July next year. Honourable members will recall that
the Industry Commission's assessment of the
implementation of competitive reforms as outlined
by Professor Hilmer is that they will boost - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETr - If the Leader of the Opposition
is not interested - Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Interruptions simply
make the answer longer.
Mr KENNETI' -If he is not interested in one of
the major ingredients of government activity right
across Australia, I am sorry about that. That is why
you are in opposition.
Mr Brumby interjected.
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procedure, so it is not just public and private sectors
but it is also local government.
Government members recognise this as being one of
the most important aspects of government
administration. Only yesterday Prime Minister
Howard referred to competition policy. It was
introduced by the former Labor government, which
understood it and appreciated its value. It is a
tragedy that the Labor Party in this state is again so
totally out of touch with what the community
expects.

Members: pecuniary interests
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - In light of
the instruction the chief executive of Vicroads has
given to departmental staff not to invest in
Transurban because it would be a conflict of interest,
can the Premier inform the house whether he has
given the same instruction to ministers and
government MPs - that they are not to buy shares
in Transurban?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I am not aware
whether I have given a specific instruction. I do
remember that I gave one - Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr KENNETT - Just listen to the answer, Bozo.

The SPEAKER - Order! I commend to the
Leader of the Opposition that he not make
comments across the table. It Simply invites a longer
answer, which neither the Chair nor the house wants.

The SPEAKER - Order! It is customary to refer
to members by their electorate titles.

Mr KENNETr - TIris is one of the most
important reforms of our time. As Hilmer
established, it will boost Australia's competitive and
economic activity by approximately $23 billion a
year, $9 billion a year of which will come in revenue
for governments. From next year those dividends
start being paid only if the states have met the
criteria laid down by the heads of government. As of
next year $200 million will be available for those
who have met the competition policy conditions,
increasing to $600 million in the year 2001.

Mr KENNETT - It is all right for you to have a
go at him - but that is our job, okay! We certainly
gave instructions associated with Tabcorp and
Crown Casino. I don't know whether I gave one
specifically about Transurban. I am not aware that it
came up. I don't think I did give such an instruction.

If we are to secure for the Victorian community the
benefits that flow from Hilmer and the competition
policy, the three steps we have taken to date are of
absolute importance, and they position us very well
for what will occur if we keep this line of activity
going. Local government will also be a part of this

Mrs Wilson interjected.

Mr Baker interjected.
Mr KENNETT - But he is not in cabinet,
Happiness!
Mr Baker - He was chairman of a parliamentary
committee. He was a member of Parliament.

Mr KENNETr - You are a great asset to your
party.
Mr Baker - So are you.
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The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member for Sunshine wishes to receive the call, he
had better get to his feet.

Protective services: child deaths
Mrs SHARDEY (Caulfield) - Will the Minister
for Youth and Community Services advise the house
how Victoria is ensuring accountability for children
who die in the protective services system?

Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - The care and protection of
children is the most fundamental and pivotal role of
any government. Any reported case of abuse or
maltreatment of children is taken very seriously by
this government and by the Department of Human
Services and is acted upon immediately.
Approximately 29 500 suspected cases of child
neglect or abuse are reported to the department each
year. That figure has risen dramatically - in fact it
has more than doubled - over the past two years
due to the introduction of mandatory reporting by
the Kennett government in its first term of office and
the increased community awareness of this
important issue. Each report that comes to the
department is examined. Some cases require the
state to step in and act to protect the child's safety
and best interests. That means some children are
placed under guardianship or supervision or are
even taken into protective custody to remove them
from potential harm. In 1994-95,3120 children were
under guardianship, custody or supervision by the
department; 1011 of those children were living with
their parents or relatives, and the remainder were in
residential or foster care.
Tragically some of our children die. The death of any
child is a tragedy. It is important that we learn from
such deaths through a proper inquiry process. Some
deaths are the result of accidents in which nothing
could have been done to avoid the tragedy.
However, all deaths are reported. Inquiries into
deaths of children and young people involved in the
child protection system have been taking place since
1985. When a child in protective services dies, the
first step is to inform the coroner. The coroner is the
first and foremost independent body to examine
those deaths. The coroner is autonomous, has
enormous and wide-ranging powers to investigate
the circumstances surrounding the deaths and
makes recommendations and findings related to
those deaths. The coroner certainly acts
independently of the department and the
government and investigates all these matters
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fearlessly and independently. I am advised that the
coroner has found in all inquiries into protective
services cases where children have died that the
Department of Human Services has not contributed
to those deaths.
The decision on whether to conduct a ministerial
inquiry on top of that is based on the individual
circumstances of each case, and the purpose of a
ministerial inquiry is to determine the role and
function of the Department of Human Services and
whether any improvements could be made in the
systems involved or the individual management of
cases.
It is clear that there is no reason for further inquiry
on deaths that result from accidents or unavoidable
situations, such as sudden infant death syndrome
(SIDS) deaths or accidental drownings. Where a
ministerial inquiry is held a child death panel
consisting of three people, one of whom is
independent of the department, is convened. These
have the power to investigate the circumstances of
such deaths.
The department had a practice of waiting until the
coroner's inquiry - Mr Brumby - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
this is a most important matter. It should be the
subject of a full ministerial statement. The minister is
clearly reading three pages of tightly typed notes.
That is not consistent with the standing orders. I ask
you, Mr Speaker, to invite the minister to make a full
statement to Parliament at the conclusion of
question time.

The SPEAKER - Order! The making of a
ministerial statement is the prerogative of a minister,
if he so chooses. The Chair is in no position to invite
the minister to make a ministerial statement; that is
entirely his prerogative.
As to his reading, I have been watching the minister.
Obviously he is quoting from notes - perhaps
copious notes. On the question of reading: if the
house wishes me to enforce the no-reading rule
absolutely I think the Leader of the Opposition
would have problems with some members of his
own party, including the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. It is a moot point.
I ask the minister to round off his answer and ensure
that he is quoting from notes, not reading what he is
saying.
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Dr NAYfHINE - I was saying I was concerned
when I came into this portfolio that some of the
inquiries were taking a prolonged time to be
conducted. The advice from the department was that
it had a standing operational rule that inquiries were
not conducted until the coroner had finished his
investigations. There was a sound reason for that.
However, I was concerned that some of the delays
which I considered to be significant could perhaps
affect some of the practices we could have
implemented to improve the management of some
of the children in our care.
Therefore I have arranged for improved timetabling
of ministerial inquiries so they will be conducted
and completed within eight months of any reported
death. I have also allocated additional staff to deal
with the backlog of such inquiries and have taken up
the leadership role adopted by the previous
minister, the honourable member for Bendigo East,
with the establishment of the Victorian Child Death
Review Committee.
That committee is headed by Professor Glen Bowes,
director of the Centre for Adolescent Health at the
Royal Children's Hospital, and has a
multid.isciplinary team of experts in health, welfare
and legal fields. Their role is to take a systemic view
of all such deaths and to examine the decisions made
by the minister with regard to ministerial inquiries,
particularly where there is a decision not to conduct
an inquiry, to determine if that has been a sound
decision and to report directly to me on their
findings. This will provide additional steps so the
community can be confident on the issue of
accountability.
In 1994-95, 34 deaths were reported. Of those, 4 were
clients of the juvenile justice system and were subject
to an independent inquiry. Of the remaining 30, 11
warranted a ministerial inquiry; 4 have been
completed and 7 are in the process of being
completed. Of the 19 deaths not considered to
warrant inquiry, 6 were SIDS deaths, 3 died from
confirmed natural causes, 6 died from unavoidable
accidents and 4 died as a result of physical abuse.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the minister
indicate whether he has nearly finished his answer? I
would like him to wind up.

Dr NAPfHINE - Yes. Those cases were fully
investigated by the police. The Victorian system is
among the world's best practice in investigating
child deaths. We have a system, with a coroner's
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inquiry, a ministerial inquiry and Professor Bowes's
inquiry, that provides three levels of protection to
ensure the accountability of the system is to the fore.
The government treats protection of children in
Victoria seriously and will continue to try to
minimise the risks to those children, but where
unfortunate deaths occur we will investigate them
thoroughly and seek to improve the system
wherever we can.

Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer to the purchase by
the Premier's family of 80 000 shares in the Amskan
company in June 1995. Will the Premier give the
house an undertaking that he did not buy these
shares because somebody in or associated with the
Transurban consortium advised him to?
Mr KENNElT (Premier) - As I have said on a
number of occasions, I do not intend to answer
questions associated with my family's dealings.

Gaming: Tattersalls fee
Mr LEAN (Carrum) - Will the Treasurer advise
the house of the outcome of negotiations with
Tattersalls regarding the payment of a fee for its
gaming machine licence?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Yes. As
members will have seen in May, the government
successfully concluded an agreement with
Tattersalls under which Tattersalls agreed that it
would pay a licence fee by way of annual payments.
Including the amount effectively secured as a licence
fee for gaming machine operations in the course of
the Tabcorp float, the Victorian taxpayer has now
benefited to the tune of a present value of more than
$800 million in the life of those arrangements in
benefits flowing for licence fees and for the right to
conduct and be involved as an operator in the
gaming machine industry.
This contrasts with the position established by the
previous Labor government which effectively gave
those licences away. That puts the lie to the
hypocrisy of the opposition in recent weeks over
issues such as the claim for a $10 million drug fee
from the casino - a piece of grandstanding which
undermines the contribution that even members of
the opposition made to the dignified and
constructive drug debate in this house last Friday.
By authorising that statement the Leader of the
Opposition has shown he will not refrain from
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stooping to any depth in the context of what I would
say, and as the Premier said at the time, was the high
point of the performance of this Parliament in the
eleven and a half years I have been here. That has
been undermined by the Leader of the Opposition
who sits there, having taken $135 million from the
pockets of Victorian taxpayers through his
irresponsible sabotaging of the Tabcorp float.
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Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer the Treasurer to
the purchase last Friday by Herman Research
Laboratory of 80 per cent of the Amskan company.
Does he believe there is a conflict of interest when a
company that is partially owned by the government
bails out another company in which the Premier's
family is a major shareholder?

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer is now
debating the question. I ask him to return to the
question asked by the honourable member for
Carrum.

Mr STOCKDALE - I can understand the
sensitivity of the Leader of the Opposition. He can
always seek to distance himself from the fact that it
was his predecessors in the discredited Labor
government who wreaked such havoc by not, for
example, attaching a fee to the Tattersalls and
Tabcorp involvement in the gaming industry.
The Leader of the Opposition can seek to distance
himself from that. He can say, either implicitly or as
he often does, explicitly, '1bat had nothing to do
with me, I was not here'. The reason he is so
sensitive about the Tabcorp float is that every
sensible financial commentator nailed him to the
door because of the $135 million.
This government has not only delivered good

government in its own right but also systematically
set about correcting the problems caused by the
failures of the previous government. The agreement
reflects credit not only on the government but also
on Tabcorp and Tattersa11s, which recognised that
what the Labor government had done was
inequitable to the taxpayer. Despite the fact that
Tattersalls is not legally obliged to do so, it has been
prepared to enter into negotiations to provide the
taxpayers with a reasonable fee.
On behalf of the people of Victoria I compliment

Tattersalls on the way it has handled the matter and
for its public-spirited conduct in this and other
matters. It shows yet again that a government that
knows how to act responsibly in the interests of
taxpayers can on a cooperative basis secure benefits
for the Victorian community to the extent of more
than $800 million - a benefit that was simply
flushed down the drain by the Labor Party.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I would have
thought that is a highly hypothetical question. It
may have escaped the notice of the honourable
member for Niddrie, who has only recently arrived
in this place - Mr KenneH - He lost his federal seat, didn't he?
Mr STOCKDALE - They both did. Which one
were you talking about?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - No, Tweedledum and
Tweedledummer! The purchasing company has
been privatised and the government has a minority
interest in it. From my point of view I see no
impropriety whatsoever.

Wool industry: initiatives
Mr ANDRIGHEITO (Narracan) - I refer the
Minister for Agriculture and Resources to the
growing concern about the future of Victoria's
specialist woolgrowers in the face of declining
incomes and disastrous market conditions, and I ask
what action the government has taken to address the
issue.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - I thank the honourable member for his
question about what is a real concern in the rural
community. We are all aware of the crisis facing
specialist woolgrowers at the moment, with low
productivity and the dramatic effect that is having in
substantially diminishing the farm equity of
individual producers. I advised the meeting of
Agriculture and Resources Ministers Council of
Australia and New Zealand (ARMCANZ) last
month that I was establishing a task force to examine
a range of specific issues that are affecting wool
producers in Victoria.
The task force will examine issues like productivity,
quality, marketing and rural adjustment schemes. It
will play an important role in bringing together the
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various sections of the industry. The representation
will include growers, processors, the Victorian
Farmers Federation, bankers, the Rural Finance
Corporation, the International Wool Secretariat and
the Department of Natural Resources and
Environment. The inquiry will have a short time
frame. The task force will look at the issue over a
six-month period and report back after examining a
range of assistance measures and programs to help
growers either boost productivity or leave the
industry. The task force will look at whether aid for
exceptional circumstances should be raised with the
commonwealth government, and it will consider
programs aimed at improving grower efficiency and
marketing direct to the processor.
The Rural Finance Corporation has available a
substantial grant for professional training and
advice, and woolgrowers who were affected by last
year's drought can receive concessionalloans for
farm improvements. The task force will also look at
issues relating to assistance for low-income
woolgrowers through the Department of Social
Security and other welfare measures as a result of
certain areas being declared drought affected.
This is a serious issue, and I am delighted with the
response from the VFF Pastoral Group. A letter to
me from the president of the group states:
From a Victorian perspective as well as the federal
approach, we are working closely with the Victorian
deputy Premier and Minister for Agriculture and
Resources, Pat McNamara, to address issues related. to
the future profitability of the wool industry.
The Deputy Premier is currently convening a Victorian
wool industry task force to make recommendations
that will enhance the longer term prospects in Victoria
for wool producers.
My council have been calling for major market chain
reforms for years in the wool industry and coupled.
with many on farm productivity issues I can only
applaud the Deputy Premier for his leadership on this
issue.

My members in pastoral pursuits are in an invidious
situation and many have now been hit with a
substantial reduction in returns from beef, a
commodity that up until the last few months had
provided. cash flow relief to many.
I welcome that very positive response from the VFF
Pastoral Group. We are looking forward to
addressing all the issues that can be of assistance in
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providing some relief for producers in those
circumstances. One of the most fundamental issues
will be productivity, which varies desperately. Some
growers are producing a kilogram of wool at more
than $7 a kilogram while others are producing it at a
little over $2.50. When the price is $5 a kilogram,
that difference is critical. The department is
committed to providing advice to producers,
coupled with rural finance assistance for training
programs, to ensure that the best knowledge is
available to all producers.

Stamp duty: home loans
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - I refer the
Treasurer to calls for increased competition in home
mortgage rates, and I ask whether he will abolish
stamp duty on the refinancing of home loans so that
more than 12 000 Victorian homeowners can receive
a reduction in stamp duty similar to that recently
announced in the New South Wales budget.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The house will
recall that in the recent economic statement the
government announced that, consistent with the
commitment it gave during the election campaign, it
would remove the stamp duty on the refinancing of
business loans. That implicitly and, I think, explicitly
endorsed the principle that underpins the actions of
the New South Wales government. I made it clear at
the time that we strongly support measures like that,
which provide spin-off benefits and which, in
addition to the direct tax reduction that flows from
the initiative, mean businesses will benefit due to
better borrowing costs as a result of increased access
to what is an increasingly competitive market for
finance and financial services.
The only inhibition the government faces in meeting
the aspirations of the community for a reduction in
the relatively high tax levels in Victoria is the state of
the budget. It is not possible in just a few years to
turn the state around from 10 years of neglect and
damage. While our current account position is not
only secure but also strong and improving, the
overall budget outcome is that we are still only just
in surplus.
Mr Micallef interjected.

Mr STOCKDALE -If you could get somebody
to read it to you, Eddie, you would actually
understand the statement. The government has
committed. itself in the election campaign and in the
autumn statement to continuing the drive to reduce
Victorian taxes over this term, but it will do so only
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if it can undertake those reforms without imperilling
what is still a fairly fragile budget position.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - The answer is not no. The
answer is that the government will continue to look
at options and provide the reforms which most
benefit the Victorian community and which can be
afforded at the time they are introduced.

The government went as far as its responsibility
required in this direction. The fact that it has
introduced that reform for business has spin-off
benefits for job creation and greater job security for
Victorians. It also endorses the principle that the
honourable member's question specifically directs
itself at. As the opportunity for further tax relief
becomes available the government will examine this
option and a wide range of other options to continue
passing on the benefits of the improvements
resulting from the government's sound management
to the people of Victoria.

Arts: project grants
Ms BURKE (Prahran) - Will the Premier in his
capacity as Minister for the Arts inform the house of
the arts project grants which form a major part of the
Victorian arts and cultural development program?
Mr KENNE'IT (Minister for the Arts) - I thank
the honourable member for her interest in the arts
and her question. In answering this question I want
to pay tribute again to my predecessor in this
position, the Honourable Haddon Storey, who was
in another place. He did a remarkable job in putting
together what we call the Arts 21 strategy. That
strategy uses our rare resources to ensure that we
get moneys from the community back into various
arts organisations around the states.
I have just approved another $400 {)()() worth of arts
initiatives. These will go out to metropolitan and
regional Victoria alike. The government is keen to
make sure that what moneys it does have available
for arts are available throughout the state,
particularly to rural and provincial Victoria. These
grants embrace the performing arts, visual arts,
literature, multi-arts, heritage and festival initiatives,
all of which come within the broad ambit of those
projects worthy of support.
Grant recipients include individual artists and,
importantly, small experimental companies and
project-based groups. The government is keen to try
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to give as much money as it can to small
experimental companies because, as all members can
imagine, so much of our creative talent lies with
individuals forming partnerships with one or two or
three other people. Often this coming together of like
minds produces product which would not be able to
be further progressed or workshopped without
some government assistance.
The range of grants reflects the priorities, which
include not only support for new artistic product but
also innovative presentation along with increased
access to the arts and cultural heritage. It is through
these programs that Victoria's dynamic arts
community will cement itself as Australia's leading
arts industry.
You would also be aware, Mr Speaker, that Victoria
has a very solid arts component here, particularly in
post-production and in what I can only describe as
the new industry of multimedia. The government is
trying to make sure it continues to build on that base
in the years to come.
Victorian households spend about $1.5 million on
cultural goods and services each year, which
represents about 4 per cent of household
expenditure. I suspect this is increasing slightly, but
the options available to the public are increasing
year by year.
Some members in this place may have had the
opportunity recently to see the Puccini Spectacular
at the Melbourne teruris centre which was arranged
by the commercial arm of the Victoria State Opera
putting together a production that brought together
not only a magnificent tenor from Argentina but also
a soprano from Japan as well as our own talent. That
program is now moving to Sydney and is due to
open there tomorrow night for three nights to a
packed audience, so Victoria is continuing to seed
product into other states and into Asia.
Because the arts are such an important part of
Victoria's culture the government will work hard to
ensure that through Arts 21 it can continue to
encourage Victorians to participate, particularly in
development. I do not intend to articulate the grants
the government made yesterday or the day before:
suffice to say that what has gone out to date
represents approximately 30 per cent of the budget
allocated to the arts and cultural development
program and is split across two funding programs.
Submissions come in regularly. Of course not all are
agreed upon, but the government encourages
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individuals and groups throughout the state with
artistic talent to apply for these moneys so that it can
assist in the development of this vibrant industry.
Later this year Victoria will host the Melbourne
International Festival of the Arts. It is the last year of
Mr Leo Schofield's directorship of the festival in this
state before he moves back to Sydney. I have been
briefed on the program, and it will be very exciting
for this state. The next step, not only for the
international festival but for any arts product, is to
try to record it to an appropriate standard so that
recordings can be made available for broadcast via
broadband or multimedia pay TV. This is a
tremendous opportunity, but there are extra costs
involved, particularly with engaging artists, and
these matters must be resolved. We must also have
facilities that can be fitted out to provide permanent
equipment for recording live performances.
In my responsibility as Minister for the Arts, which I
am enjoying thoroughly - and I am well assisted by
the member for Mooroolbark as my parliamentary
secretary - I have no doubt, as I have said before,
that Melbourne's reputation is one of a hospitality
society in which culture and restaurants play a
leading role. I can assure the house and the
community that the government's commitment to
the arts is properly coordinated to a strategy the like
of which has not been in place for about 12 years in
this state.
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Mr HAERMEYER - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the question was directed to the Deputy
Premier, who has general responsibility in the
government and who is also the Leader of the
National Party, which is a coalition party within this
government. In that sense it relates very specifically
to him. He gave those undertakings both as the
Deputy Premier and as the Leader of the National
Party.

The SPEAKER - Order! I do not accept the point
of order. The minister at the time made those
comments or gave those undertakings, if he gave
them, in his capacity as Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. He is now Minister for
Agriculture and Resources. If the member wishes to
raise that question he may raise it with the minister
responsible in relation to statements made by the
former minister.
Mr HAERMEYER - I refer the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services to the remarks in this
morning's Age attributed to the Deputy Premier,
who is reported as saying that the National
President of the Sporting Shooters Association was
'a frustrated politician' who was 'misleading
shooters' over the new gun laws. Is the minister
aware of the undertaking given to the Sporting
Shooters Association prior to the 1992 election that
the coalition would, one, remove the requirement to
register firearms, and, two, ease the 1988 restrictions
on semiautomatic weapons?

Deputy Premier: gun control
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I refer the
Deputy Premier to his remarks reported in today's
Age that the national president of the Sporting
Shooters Association was 'a frustrated politician'
who was 'misleading shooters' over the new gun
laws. I ask the Deputy Premier whether prior to the
1992 election he assured the president of the
Sporting Shooters Association, Mr red Drane, that
he would, one, remove requirements for registration
of firearms and, two, ease restrictions on
semiautomatic weapons.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Perhaps the member
should redirect that question to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. It is not the
ministerial responsibility of the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources. Does the honourable
member wish to raise a point of order or redirect his
question?

The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
member for Doncaster to remain quiet and cease
interjecting. I ask the honourable member for Yan
Yean to repeat his question.
Mr HAERMEYER - I refer the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services to the remarks in this
morning's Age attributed to the Deputy Premier,
who is reported as saying that the National
President of the Sporting Shooters Association was
'a frustrated politician' who was 'misleading
shooters' over the new gun laws. I ask the minister
whether he is aware of an assurance given to the
Sporting Shooters Association prior to the
1992 election that the coalition would, one, remove
the requirement to register firearms, and, two, ease
the 1988 restrictions on semiautomatic weapons?

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - Given that the honourable
member for Yan Yean has now asked his question
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on four occasions, I guess he is also a frustrated
politician! I would not know whether the then
Minister for Police and Emergency Services and
Mr Drane had a conversation about this matter.
Under the former minister Victoria had the strictest
gun laws of any state in Australia. The honourable
member for Yan Yean should give credit to the
former minister for that.

PETITIONS
The Oerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Gun control
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Ballarat sheweth that we are totally opposed to the
government's ban on all semiautomatic firearms and
vigorously oppose any changes to the Firearms Act
1958 and its amendments, by legislation or regulation.
Your petitioners therefore pray that no change be made
to the present Victorian gun laws.
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Westemport national park
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the Bass Valley and District
Branch of the South Gippsland Conservation Society
Inc. and the Coronet Bay Ratepayers and Residents
Association Inc. and the undersigned citizens sheweth:
our opposition to any loss or degradation of the
remnant native vegetation and wildlife corridor it
sustains between Lang Lang East and Grantville
South as it is virtually the only substantial remnant
native vegetation left in West Gippsland;
that sand resources beneath this environmentally
sensitive area are not exploited.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray:
that all the remnant native vegetation and wildlife
corridor between Lang Lang East and Grantville
South be preserved;
that the areas they encompass be declared
Westemport National Park, stage I, as suggested
by the Bass Valley and District Branch of the South
Gippsland Conservation Society Inc.

By Mr E. R. Smith (1135 signatures)
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Traynor (3339 signatures)

Timber buildings, Anglesea
Drugs: decriminalisation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth their concern at the move to
the legalisation/ decriminalisation of illegal drugs.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
affirms its opposition to the concept of responsible use
of psychoactive substances and the legalisation or
decriminalisation of the use, possession, sale,
trafficking or production of those substances including
cannabis, heroin and cocaine for anything other than
strictly authorised medical or scientific purposes.

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
Let this humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
the state of Victoria serve to show that they object to the
timber buildings being planted at the corner of Noble
Street and River Reserve Road by the Ministry of
Housing.
Thousands of tourists, including international visitors,
pass through the town of Anglesea each year. It is a
tourist town of some attraction. Most coaches travel to
the local golf course to view the considerable
population of kangaroos there and, to do this, they
must pass, and so see, these unsightly buildings buildings which do not blend with the beauty of the
river surrounds and have offended many, including
folk who live nearby, already.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Ryan (35 signatures)

It is our opinion that the government should act to have
these buildings removed as soon as possible.
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And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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By Mr I. W. Smith (578 signatures)

Crown Land (ReseIVes) Act 1978 - Order pursuant to
sections 170 and 170A giving approval to the granting
of a lease

Laid on table.

Deakin University - Report for the year 1995

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Alert Digest No. 2
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) presented Alert
Digest No. 2 of 1996 on:

Dental Technicians Licensing Committee - Report for
the year 1994-95
Employee Relations Commission - Report for the
period ended 31 December 1995
Fawkner Crematorium and Memorial Park - Report
for the year 1995

Parliament House Completion Authority Bill
Gee10ng Cemeteries Trust - Report for the year 1995

Public Sector Management and Parliamentary
Officers (Amendment) Bill

Keilor Cemetery Trust - Report for the period ended
30 June 1995

Road Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill
Latrobe University - Report for the year 1995

together with appendix.
Laid on table.

Lilydale Memorial Park and Cemetery Trust - Report
for the year 1995

Ordered to be printed.

Melbourne University - Report for the year 1995

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:

Monash University - Report for the year 1995
Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry Development
Committee - Report for the period ended 31 July 1995

Advanced Dental Technicians Qualifications Board Report for the year 1994-95

Necropolis - Report for the year 1995

Agricultural Industry Development Act 1990 - Emu
Industry Development Order

Preston General Cemetery Trust - Report for the
period ended 30 June 1995

Alexandra and District Ambulance Service - Report
for the year 1994-95

RMIT - Report for the year 1995

Anderson's Creek Public Cemetery Trust - Financial
Statements for the year 1995
BaUaarat General Cemeteries - Report for the year
1995 (three papers)

Rural Water Corporation - Report for the period
ended 31 October 1995
Swinbume University of Technology - Report for the
year 1995

Ballarat University - Report for the year 1995

Templestowe Cemetery Trust - Financial Statements
for the year 1994-95

Bendigo Cemeteries Trust - Report for the period
ended 31 December 1995

Victoria University of Technology - Report for the
year 1995

Cheltenham Public Cemeteries Trust - Report for the
year 1995

Victorian College of Agriculture and Horticulture Report for the year 1995 (four papers)

Chiropodists Registration Board - Report for the year
1995

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
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The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were laid on the table by the Clerk pursuant to an
order of the house dated 14 May 1996:
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Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill
Housing (Amendment) Bill
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill

Port Services Act 1995 - Sections 136(1), 144(1), 144(4),
144(6), 144(10) on 1 July 1996 (Gazette No. 558, 28 May
1996)
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - Section 30 on 1 June
1996 (Gazette No. 558,28 May 1996).

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health
and Safety) Bill
Ballarat Lands (Lakeside Development) Bill
Children's Services Bill
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill
Forests <Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill
Public Sector Management and Parliamentary
Officers (Amendment) Bill

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Program
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That pursuant to sessional order no. 6(3), the orders of
the day, government business, relating to the following
bills be considered and completed by 4.00 p.m. on
Thursday, 6 June 1996:
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill

Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill
State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill
Accident Compensation (Amendment> Bill

Motion agreed to.

GAMING ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill proposes a range of enabling and teclmical
am~~ents in the areas of gaming and betting with
specific amendments to the Gaming Machine
Control Act 1991, the Casino Control Act 1991 the
Casino (Management Agreement) Act 1993, the
Gaming .and Betting Act 1994, the Lotteries Gaming
and Betting Act 1966 and the Racing Act 1958. The
amendments are designed to reinforce the high
standards of regulation which apply to the gaming
and betting industry in Victoria.

The aims of part 2 of the bill are to ensure that the
government receives an adequate return from the
co-exclusive licence which has been provided to
Tattersalls to operate electronic gaming machines
outside the casino, and to put Tattersalls onto a more
equal competitive footing vis-a-vis the other gaming
machine operator, Tabcorp.
In 19?1 the previous government provided for only
two licences to be issued in Victoria for the operation
of gaming machines outside a casino. Those licences
were allocated at no charge to the TAB - Tabcorp's
predecess~r - and to Tattersalls. Yet by preventing
other gammg operators from entering this market,
Tattersal1s and the TAB were presented with a
privileged position. When the current government
floated Tabcorp in 1994 it ensured that a share of the
profits of that company flowing from that pOSition
were returned to the state.

One consequence of the float of Tabcorp was that it
and Tattersalls were placed in quite different
competitive situations. Tabcorp had made a licence
payment to the government, but Tattersalls had not.
Consequently, in 1994 the government commenced
negotiations with Tattersalls over the payment of a
licence fee for its co-exclusive access to the gaming
machine market.

GAMING ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
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As a result of these negotiations, the parties agreed

which may be paid to Tattersalls could exceed

that Tattersalls will pay a licence fee. The fee is
payable by instalments over the life of the licence
which expires in April 2012. The licence fee is to be
equivalent to 30 per cent of the net profit from
Tattersalls gaming division subject to a minimum
payment of $35 million each year. The minimum is
to be indexed to the consumer price index from
June 1996. The licence fee is not to exceed 35 per cent
of such net profit in any year. The licence fee
obligation is effective from 1 January 1995 and
instalments for 1995 have been paid. On the basis of
projections by the government's advisers, these
arrangements are broadly equivalent to the licence
fee paid by Tabcorp.

$350 million.

Proposed section 135A(4) of the bill provides that
Tattersalls net profits are defined in terms of profits
which have been shown in a statement of account
prepared in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles. The statement of account
must be confirmed by the Auditor-General as fairly
representing the net profits. In the event that the
Auditor-General does not confirm the net profits as
indicated in these accounts, the bill provides for the
Treasurer to request the nomination of an
independent expert to determine the amount of
Tattersalls net profits from its gaming division.
At the end of the licence period in April 2012 there
will be an opportunity for a competitive application
for a new licence. If the new licence is not granted to
Tattersalls or a related entity of Tattersalls, as
compensation for the lost investment in
infrastructure Tattersalls will be entitled to the lesser
of the premium payment for the new licence and the
licence value, which is calculated according to a
formula specified in proposed section 35A of the bill.
This arrangement is broadly similar to the one which
applies to Tabcorp. Proposed section 33A indicates
that such premium payment is determined by the
Treasurer. It is the government's intention that the
amount actually paid by the successful applicant for
the new licence will be the amount determined as
such premium by the Treasurer.
Compensation will not be paid if the new licence is
granted either to the former licensee or a related
entity of the former licensee. The term 'related
entity' is defined in the bill in such a way as to
prevent compensation being paid to the former
licensee if it has a substantial interest in the new
licensee. On reasonable assumptions, and assuming
a 10 per cent discount rate, the present value of the
future annual payments net of any compensation

In addition to these financial considerations, the bill
provides for some changes to the regulatory
conditions applying to Tattersalls. Proposed new
section 36 provides that the conditions of a gaming
operator's licence, other than the term, may be
amended by the Governor in Council with the
consent of the gaming operator. This provision gives
Tattersalls more certainty than the existing
provisions, which do not require Tattersalls consent
to changes in its licence conditions. The words are
identical to those which apply to Tabcorp under
section 12(4) of the Gaming and Betting Act 1994.
Together with this change, proposed new section 38
introduces provisions for disciplinary action against
the gaming operator under certain conditions and
also prescribes how a gaming operator's licence may
be cancelled. These conditions are very similar to
those which apply to Tabcorp's gaming operator's
licence. The current provisions in the Gaming
Machine Control Act 1991, which apply to
Tattersalls, are very limited. They allow only for the
Victorian Casino and Gaming AuthOrity to apply to
the Supreme Court to cancel or suspend the licence.
The new provisions provide a broader range of
remedies. These include a reprimand, a fine of up to
$5 million and licence cancellation by the Supreme
Court.
Another feature of the bill is a series of amendments
to the disciplinary provisions which apply to the
various participants in the gaming industry. The bill
provides for an additional sanction against a gaming
venue operator of a fine of up to $50 000. This gives
greater flexibility to the Victorian Casino and
Gaming AuthOrity in its disciplinary role. The bill
also amends the disciplinary provisions applying to
the casino operator to clarify the nature and scope of
the authority's disciplinary powers.
This part of the bill also addresses the ongoing
scrutiny of persons who are associates of the casino
operator - that is, persons who may exercise
Significant influence over the casino business. The
bill provides for the approval by the Victorian
Casino and Gaming Authority of new associates.
The bill also sets out the procedure to be applied in
cases where a current associate is found not to be
suitable to be associated with the casino operator.

The bill contains amendments to the secrecy
provisions in the Casino Control Act, the Gaming
Machine Control Act and the Gaming and Betting
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Act. The amendments are designed to allow
publication of statistical information on the Victorian
gambling industry. It is considered that the
publication of the statistics is a necessary part of the
government's function to monitor and report on the
development of the gambling market in Victoria and
that it is in the public interest to do so.
The secrecy provision in section 151 of the Casino
Control Act is also being amended so that the
immunity from divulging information to a court will
not apply to information which is in the possession
of the casino operator - except for information
which the operator acquires from other persons
performing duties or exercising powers under the
act. This will enable the production to a court of
evidence held by the casino operator for the
prosecution of criminal offences relating to or arising
out of incidents in the casino.
The Gaming Machine Control Act is amended to
insert requirements that monitoring systems and
changes to those systems, as well as variations to
gaming machine types and games, are submitted to
the Victorian Casino and Gaming Authority for
approval and must be approved by the Authority
before those systems, machine types and games may
be used or those changes can be implemented.
Although the act allows the authority to test
electronic monitoring systems for compliance with
the act, there is no mechanism by which the
authority is required to be informed of new systems
or changes to a system or of variations to gaming
machine types and games.
The bill also includes amendments to the
regulation-making powers under the Casino Control
Act. The amendments will enable regulations to be
made in relation to junkets which will give the
Director of Casino Surveillance a discretion in
deciding whether to approve specific persons as
junket operators on the basis of their probity,
character and Suitability. The bill also strengthens
the offence provisions in relation to gaming special
employees.
Part 5 of the bill provides for the abolition of all
government surcharges on raffles, lucky envelopes
and bingo permits. Fees for these permits will be
imposed on a cost-recovery basis. The abolition of
surcharges will provide significant savings to the
charitable bodies and community organisations for
whom these minor gaming activities are conducted.
It will also significantly reduce the administrative
burden on groups that rely on volunteers, as they
will no longer be required to submit monthly and
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quarterly returns in relation to minor gaming
activities. The purpose of part 7 of the bill is to ratify
the third deed of variation to the management
agreement for the Melbourne Casino project.
The Casino (Management Agreement) Act was
passed in 1993. That act ratified the management
agreement between the state and the Melbourne
Casino operator. Section 15 of the Casino Control
Act provides that the management agreement may
be varied but that the variation has no effect until
Parliament has ratified it. A significant addition to
the project is the construction by Crown Ltd of a
lyric theatre with at least 1800 seats within the
southern proximity of the casino. This will provide
Melbourne with a new venue for major theatrical
productions.
A penalty of $50 000 a day will apply to Crown if the
lyric theatre and the previously approved Southern
Hotel tower and podium are not constructed by
30 November 1999. This penalty is equivalent to the
penalty for late completion of the casino gaming
area. The deed also makes miscellaneous changes in
relation to design changes affecting the Southern
Hotel tower and podium and the Whiteman Street
car park building. Finally, the bill contains
amendments of a machinery and administrative
nature, including amendments to remove several
redundant provisions from the statute book.
In conclusion, the amendments in relation to the
Tattersalls licence fee will ensure that the state
secures an appropriate financial return from the
operation of gaming machines by Tattersalls, while
tending to broadly level the competitive playing
field between Tattersalls and Tabcorp.

The changes to the management agreement will
facilitate the operation of a world-class casino which
will attract more tourists to Melbourne. The
remaining amendments will strengthen the role of
the Victorian Casino and Gaming AuthOrity in
ensuring that the gaming industry in the state
operates efficiently and is governed by the highest
standards of probity and security.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HULLS
(Niddrie).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 18 June.
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GAMING MACHINE CONTROL
(COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND) BILL
Second reading
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HULLS
(Niddrie).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 18 June.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill streamlines the allocation of funds from the
Community Support Fund and expands the range of
community support and advancement programs to
which the Community Support Fund can provide
financial assistance by amending section 138(4) of
the Gaming Machine Control Act 1991.
The changes made by the bill will benefit our
community by ensuring that a wider range of
worthwhile community programs can be funded.
For instance, the fund will now be able to provide
money for the treatment or rehabilitation of those
tragic members of our society who are addicted to or
abuse drugs. We are all aware, I am sure, of the pain
and suffering that drug abuse can cause to those
addicted and to their families and mends. There is
also the great cost to the community from increased
crime to which the abuse of drugs has been linked.
Allocation from·the fund is currently unwieldy and
overly bureaucratic. There are up to six separate
ministers involved in allocating money. The bill will
streamline the administration of the fund by
permitting allocations to be made directly by one
minister, the minister responsible for the fund. A
subcommittee of cabinet will finally sign off on all
allocations of money from the fund.
These changes will increase the transparency and
accountability of the fund. There will now be only
one minister and one bureaucracy involved, making
it easier to identify the purposes for which money
from the fund has been applied.
The changes also clarify that money can be applied
towards administration costs incidental to or
consequential upon fulfilling the purposes for which
money is provided from the fund. The bill does this
by providing, in paragraph 138(4)(b), that the fund
may be applied for or towards 'the provision' of the
various programs allowed for in the bill. The express
provision for the application of funds towards
'programs' in subparagraphs (i) to (x) will clarify
that the fund may be applied towards capital
expenditure connected with the various purposes.
I commend the bill to the house.

VICTORIAN MANAGED INSURANCE
AUTHORITY BILL
Government amendments circulated by Mr GUDE
(Minister for Education) pursuant to sessional
orders.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 16 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - The opposition
supports the bill and the pwpose for which the
authority is established. Currently independent and
autonomous departments have a Significant
responsibility for managing insurance risk across the
state and within their own portfolios. Sometimes the
central agency, the Department of Treasury and
Finance, which was previously made up of separate
treasury and finance departments, also has some
responsibility for the task of risk management.

The opposition supports the bill because it is part of
micro-economic reform which will allow the state to
achieve a fair and competitive price for managing its
insurance risk. The bill will allow all insurance risk
to be centralised into one organisation that will be
independent of the departments. It will be
accountable in its own right and will make separate
appointments to the board of the Victorian Managed
Insurance Authority. The authority will be
responsible to Parliament as well as to the minister,
and the report of the authority will be tabled in the
house.
The accountability mechanisms built into this
arrangement will ensure that the authority will
report on how the state is managing its risks, and
that report will be available for all to see. Currently
it is difficult to find out how risk is managed in the
separate departments. One must examine the
individual annual report of each department that is
tabled in the house and often, because of the
structure of the report, it is hard to determine with
any effective disaggregation exactly what is
happening. One cannot tell whether a department
has an insurance risk that is not being managed well
or whether an arrangement being sought by a
department has any value.
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The opposition strongly supports more transparency
and consolidation in this vital area. Consistent
reporting standards across the whole of government
has been an issue that has bedevilled state
governments for a long time. Like the former Labor
government the coalition is finding it extraordinarily
difficult to have consistent and understandable sets
of standards and headings for matters that should be
reported. One has only to consider the debate that
has been raging about the need for accrual
accounting in the state government budget sector to
appreciate how difficult it is to get consistent and
uniform reporting standards. The new authority will
ensure that Victoria has consistent reporting and
accountability arrangements.
I place on record my appreciation and that of the
opposition for the effective, full and frank briefings
received from departmental officers on this series of
bills. I ask the Treasurer to pass on those remarks to
his officers. I understand from those briefings that
although the authority will cost around $1 million to
establish, it is likely to be a self-funding organisation
that will bring in considerable revenue to assist the
management of its operations. Significant extra
funds are not being sought for the organisation, but
rather a better reporting arrangement and a
consolidation of existing agencies.
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private and public sector experience. It is one thing
to talk about private sector experience, but board
members will also need considerable public sector
experience. If information is to be dragged from
departments, authority staff will need to know
exactly where information can be buried in the
accounts and reports of the public sector agencies.
This information can be buried - there is no
question about that!
It is vital that the board comprise members with
experience either individually or collectively in both
the public and private sectors. They will need
experience especially in public sector central
management agencies in order to obtain the
information they need to manage the authority.
They will need a bit of both. They will need
commercial experience to ensure that Victoria has
the internationally competitive arrangements
necessary for managing its insurance risk and the
ability to internalise and to assess how to obtain the
necessary information. The Treasurer will need to
take that into account when making board
appointments.

The opposition has no problem with the bill. It
supports the necessary micro-economic reforms in
the public sector. This important reform regularises
something which is all over the place in different
departments at the moment and for which no clear
accountability arrangements exist. The opposition
supports the Victorian Managed Insurance
Authority Bill and is pleased that it will bring better
accountability to the insurance arrangements in this
state.

Another important concern to me during my time
managing public sector agencies and now as a
parliamentarian is the state assets register, which is a
key initiative of the bill. A big concern is ascertaining
the state's assets both separately and collectively
across the whole of the government. Governments
have always found it difficult to ascertain
comprehensively the exact asset base of the state.
The authority will provide the discipline for
departments to come clean. Departments will also
have the capacity, time and resources to ensure that
they have proper state assets registers, copies of
which will also be collectively held by the authority.
The state has considerable resources and assets for
which there is little comprehensive control. If we are
to have proper reporting and management
arrangements it is important to have control over the
asset base. The comprehensive state assets register
outlined in the bill represents a significant step
forward.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - I congratulate the
honourable member for Williamstown on a
well-informed and well-reasoned contribution to the
debate and for the opposition's support of the bill.
The bill has many of the advantages referred to by
the honourable member in terms of bringing greater
market-type discipline to public sector management
of risk and in promoting better asset management by
the public sector, particularly the budget sector. It
does that by following the process, which is now
well familiar, of establishing an independent body to
carry out those responsibilities along commercial
lines.

The bill also provides that the authority will have a
board of directors appointed by the Governor in
Council on the recommendation of the Treasurer.
The opposition expects that the members appointed
to the board will have experience in asset
management, managing insurance risk as well as

The honourable member referred to the desirability
of obtaining a mix of private and public sector
expertise and experience on the board. That is a
point well made; it will be taken into account when
determining the composition of the board. He also
referred to the benefits that will arise from the bill
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leading departments and other budget sector
agencies to improve their asset management. lbat
will be an enormous benefit that should flow from
this bill.
I well remember during my period as a member of
the opposition attending conferences on various
matters concerning financial management at which
we discussed the need for better asset management
in the public sector. There was a totally bipartisan
view that it was a good and long outstanding aim. I
recall the then Minister for Finance telling a
conference on matters connected with public sector
accounting that it was the intention of the then
government to introduce accrual accounting; one
reason for that being to ensure that assets within the
budget sector were properly recognised and
accounted for.
Honourable members on both sides of the house will
know that has been a long process, a process that is
not yet completed. However, substantial progress
has been made. Honourable members may recall
that under the previous government two exercises in
constructing public sector balance sheets for the state
of Victoria were carried out by an officer of the
public service specifically assigned that task, a
Mr Bill Cushing. I certainly place on record the good
job that that officer did in preparing those
statements under the previous government. There
were a number of methodological issues relating to
those statements, and things have now advanced in
terms of the procedures and the methodology that
are being followed. However, the preparation of
those statements was a very good initiative. It
helped develop public and professional awareness
of the issues and focus the minds of those concerned
on the importance of the recognition of assets within
the budget sector.
It may be worth noting that the second of those two
statements prepared by Mr Cushing under the
former government was not released by the former
government; perhaps that had something to do with
the fact that even on Mr Cushing's methodology, the
second statement showed a substantial deterioration
of the net asset position of the state under the former
government. However, the work was done, and the
statement was released subsequently.
Underlying the move to accrual accounting and
reporting at a macro level within the budget sector
has been the need to establish detailed asset
registers. That process has continued in the past
three and a half years during the first term of the
present government, and progress has now been
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made so departments will report on their activities
in accrual form. That requires underlying detailed
asset registers. As the honourable member for
Williamstown said, this bill will further encourage
departments to compile those registers and maintain
them in an up-to-date and accurate form.
Also among the benefits of the bill will be the fact
that risks will be properly recognised and managed
by departments having to arrange insurance cover
for them means risk matters are addressed.
Another benefit that the authority will bring is
professional risk management. The authority will be
able to advise departments on their exposures in a
similar way to that followed by private sector
insurance brokers advising clients on risk exposures
and risk management and how to take steps to avoid
the risks rather than simply insuring against them. It
should also be mentioned that the establishment of
the authority should mean that we can expect to
achieve substantial savings in public sector
insurance costs through the centralisation and
pooling of risks, through avoiding duplication of
insurance and establishing sensible across-budget
sector practices as to the proportion of initial risk for
which the government self-insures and the
proportion for which reinsurance is obtained, and
obtaining the best price for that reinsurance through
a centralised cover.
For all those reasons the establishment of the
authority is expected to bring substantial benefits to
the budget sector and to the taxpayers. The
opposition's support of the bill is welcome.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I appreciate the
comments of the honourable member for
Williamstown and, of course, the support of the
honourable member for Box Hill. In one sense this
bill merely continues the improvements in asset
management that the government had initiated
before the bill was introduced. Indeed, the Victorian
Managed Insurance Authority operations were
previously conducted in what was originally the
Department of Finance.
The bipartisan support for this measure reflects the
new focus on effective risk management in the
public sector - something which has been very
common in the private sector but was neglected for a
long time in the public sector. All parties in this
place acknowledge the need to sharpen the focus on
risk management and asset management, reflecting
that Victoria is moving with the times.
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As all honourable members have said, important
benefits will be secured for the Victorian public
sector and through that sector by the taxpayers of
Victoria from this initiative. I commend the bill to
the house.
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Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 10 agreed to.
Oausell

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
Motion agreed to.

S.

Clause 11, page 7, line 2, omit "Treasurer" and insert
"Minister".

9.

Clause 11, page 7, line 3, omit "Treasurer" and insert
"Minister" .

Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Oauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Oause3

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
1.

Clause 3,line 24, omit "personal body" and insert
"statutory authority or body corporate".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Oause4

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
2.

Clause 4, omit this clause.

Amendment agreed to.
Oause negatived.

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Oause12

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
10. Clause 12, line 17, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
"Minister" .

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 13 and 14 agreed to.
Oause15

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
11. Clause IS, page 9,line 21, omit "Treasurer" and
insert ''Minister''.
12. Clause IS, page 9, line 29, omit "duty" and insert
"duly".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 16 to 18 agreed to.

Oauses 5 to 7 agreed to.
Oause19
Oause8

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
3.

Clause S, line 22, omit "Treasurer" and insert
"Minister".

13. Clause 19, line 3, omit ''Treasurer each year, submit
to the Treasurer" and insert ''Minister each year,
submit to the Minister".

4.

Clause S, line 23, omit "Treasurer" and insert
"Minister" .

14. Clause 19, lines 4 and 5, omit ", after consultation
with the Minister,".

5.

Clause S,line 31, omit "Treasurer" and insert
"Minister".

15. Clause 19, lines 6 and 7, omit "the Treasurer after
consultation with".

6.

Clause S, page 6, line 4, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
''Minister''.

16. Clause 19, line S, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
''Minister'' .

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.

Oause9

Oause20

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

7.

17. Clause 20, line 11, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
''Minister'' .

Clause 9,line 14, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
"Minister" .
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18. Clause 20, line 12, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
''Minister'' .
19. Clause 20, line 15, omit "Treasurer" and insert
"Minister" .

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 21 to 23 agreed to.
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WATER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Government amendments circulated by
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) pursuant to sessional
orders.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 16 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).

Oause24
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
20. Clause 24, line 23, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert

"Minister".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 25 and 26 agreed to.
Oause27
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
21. Clause 27, line 8, omit ''Treasurer'' and insert
"Minister" .

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 28 to 36 agreed to.
New clause
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
22. Insert the following new clause to follow clause 3:
"AA.

Participating body

The Minister, may by notice published in the
Government Gazette, declare (a) a statutory authority; or
(b) a body corporate at least 50% of the shares

in which are held by, or on behalf of, the
State or a statutory authority to be a participating body for the purposes of
this Act if the Minister is satisfied (c)

that the public authority or body corporate
receives more than 500/0 of its annual
funding from the Consolidated Fund; or

(d) after consultation with the Board and the
board of management of the statutory
authority or body corporate, that it is
expedient to do so.".

New clause agreed to.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

Ms GARBun' (Bundoora) - This bill amends
three water acts that I believe should be amended by
separate bills to allow us to deal with each issue
separately. The government seems to be developing
the method of putting bills together somewhat
randomly to hide the issues behind amendments.
While many of the amendments in this bill are
housekeeping matters or sensible changes, there is a
major amendment the opposition opposes. For that
reason we oppose the bill. Clause 13 deals with the
authority to set retail prices by the new retail
authorities Yarra Valley Water Ltd, South East
Water Ltd and City West Water Ltd and the
government is keeping control over pricing instead
of allowing this responsibility to go to the Office of
the Regulator-General.
This is another step along the path towards selling
off our water companies - towards privatisation.
The first step was the break-up of the Melbourne
Water Corporation into four companies and another
step was the move towards the user-pays system
and away from the price of water being based on
property rates. This is another step along the path
towards what we are dreading: privatisation.
We strenuously oppose the privatisation of our
water supply, as we oppose the privatisation of our
gas and electricity supplies. We do not believe those
public utilities should be in private hands, and the
reasons are pretty obvious. Water is crucial to our
survival, and to put its supply into the hands of
private companies would mean that we are putting
profit before the guarantee of pure water, the proper
disposal of waste water and sewage, and the
environment. When you think about it for any
length of time it becomes obvious that a company
driven by profit is not going to hesitate long before
degrading the quality of our water if it means higher
profits; nor will it worry about environmental
degradation and the health of the whole system if it
means higher profits. When a utility is in public
ownership there is only one demand: the public
good. When it is in private hands that demand is
replaced by a profit-driven motive.
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We have only to look at the experience of the United
Kingdom to see where we are going when we head
down the path of privatisation and why we should
oppose it. A few simple facts about the experience in
the United Kingdom demonstrate that privatisation
is the wrong path. Since privatisation was
introduced in the UK in 1989 domestic water bills
have risen by 67 per cent, while the retail price
increase was 19 per cent. That is a 48 per cent real
price increase on a commodity that we cannot do
without for a single day or even a single hour, yet
people in that country faced a 48 per cent real price
increase.
Those profits have gone somewhere; that price
increase has meant a windfall to someone. Of course,
the people who benefited were the new shareholders
in those private companies. The pre-tax profits for
1993-94 were approximately $2000 million, and that
is a major windfall for a few people that everybody
else is paying for. More than that, the executives got
in for their share. They were the big beneficiaries,
the ones who copped the big bonuses. A typical
executive salary is $250 000. That is what is being
paid to the directors of those private companies.
When water was in public ownership it was run by
public servants for the common good. When a utility
is privatised the profits go to shareholders and the
big executives get salaries that are set at obscene
levels. As I said, in the UK the ordinary consumer
pays half as much again for water, while the salaries
of the executives blowout to $250 000. That
happened across the country. Not only were people
paying half as much again for their water, they were
getting a poorer quality. In fact, it was a dangerous
quality of water. Dysentery and hepatitis cases
increased after privatisation.
That is a quick description of what is at the end of
the path we are taking another step along today. Not
only did the break-up of the original Melbourne
Water Corporation start us down this path; it was
not an efficient and cost-effective move. It is clear
that the whole process was driven by ideological
policies rather than by sound, considered advice.
The government ignored independent financial
advice from both the London School of Economics
and SBC Dominguez Barry Corporate Finance Ltd, a
subsidiary of the Swiss Bank Corporation. Both
recommended against the break-up.
The report from the London School of Economics
states:
Fragmentation of MW would result in significant losses
in scale and scope and increased finance charges ...
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Significant improvements in MW's profitability,
possibly of the order of 30-50 per cent, may be achieved
by retaining MW as a single integrated business,
applying disciplined management and taking
advantage of competitive forces relating to input
services to MW operations and non-core business.

That is a damning report. It says: don't break it up; it
is much more cost effective to keep it all together.
That, of course, is backed up by the scoping study
done by a subsidiary of the Swiss Bank Corporation
for the former Melbourne Water Corporation. It says
in the executive summary, in the first dot point in its
opening paragraph:
It appears unlikely that maximum value could be
achieved by disaggregating Melbourne Water.
Substantial integration exists between the business
units of Melbourne Water which would appear to
generate significant economies of scale and synergy in
operation. In our opinion Melbourne Water would, if
privatised, be best sold on the basis of an integrated
entity.

There it is saying: if you are going to sell it, if you are
going to privatise it, at least keep it in one entity;
don't break it up into these inefficient little bits that
cannot command economies of scale. But of course
the government ignored that advice. It has its
ideology driving it. That is its imperative. It sees
privatisation and nothing else. It does not even
bother with the advice that it receives from those
very conservative financial institutions, so it went
ahead and broke up Melbourne Water. One of the
problems is that it broke up what had been an
integrated system, so now we have three separate
retail companies competing against each other and ignoring the environmental problems they face
in common.
At the moment Melbourne probably has the best
drinking water in the world. That did not happen by
accident. It happened thanks to our city engineers,
who had the foresight to form a single integrated
water system for Melbourne that has been built up
over a century, but that has now been broken up.
The environmental protection that we require for
top quality drinking water is almost impossible to
obtain with these different competitive units.
Services that require a coordinated response across
the entire Melbourne region are very difficult to get
when you have three different competing
organisations, so where they need to come together
to protect common areas such as Port Phillip Bay or
Western Port or to manage our sewage or
stormwater systems, instead of receiving
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cooperation we now have competition - or so we
are told. In fact a lot of doubt is being cast on that
comment on competition by no less august a body
than the Auditor-General.
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However, as the information is considered to be
commercially sensitive, assessment of the comparative
performance of the companies is not publicly available.

Not publicly available!
The Auditor-General says competition by
comparison is not working. He undertook a special
audit of the break-up of Melbourne Water and
reported to Parliament as recently as last week. He
has some pretty damning things to say about
competition by comparison, which is what the
government trumpeted. The government's own
document put out by the Office of State Owned
Enterprises in 1995 said this - this was its guiding
light:
Customers will be able to compare the performance,
quality and service of their retail businesses with those
in neighbouring regions to see that they get a fair deal.
They will be assisted in this by the Office of
Regulator-General, who will be making the same
comparisons ... For the first time, water customers have
a means to evaluate their retail company against other
retailers. Within any industry the publicising of a
league ladder of results drives managers to best
performance.

That is the theory; that is the plan. But what is
happening? According to the Auditor-General that
is not what is happening. The Auditor-General's
report on ministerial portfolios released in May 1996
says this on page 218:
Performance measures and indicators were to be
established in order to provide criteria by which the
performance of government business enterprises could
be assessed.

So far so good:
The competitiveness of these entities was then to be
measured by comparison through benchmarking of
service activities, trend analysis and segment analysis
on an activity basis, using established performance
indicators.

That is what he was expecting.
Performance indicators have been developed and used
to measure the performance of the three water retail
companies.

Now, in bold type, he says:

As a result, customers cannot assess the overall
performance of retail companies as envisaged by the
model of competition by comparison.

For heaven's sake! The whole basis of the argument
of this wonderful competition by comparison is
undermined in one fell swoop because the
government says the information is commercially
sensitive and it is not going to release it. What a
nonsense, what a fraud the whole thing is!
Competition by comparison is a fraud anyway. We
all knew that we were not going to be able to
compete as customers for the service of these three
retailers. Where you live decides who you buy your
water from; there is not going to be a different tap
somewhere else. Now we find the whole thing is a
sham anyway: it is not going to happen. The
Auditor-General also makes this comment:
The government is responsible for determining the
price of bulk water and sewerage services supplied to
the retail water companies, which is built into the retail
price charged to customers. As the office has no control
over the corporation's pricing policy or even access to
all the necessary information, its ability to effectively
regulate retail prices could be impaired.

Strike out again! Another part of the process by
which we privatise and sell off our water supply is a
shift to user-pays charges away from property-based
rates that we have been familiar with for over
100 years. Cause 13 in the bill keeps this moving
along: it keeps the pricing power with the
government; it does not send it over to the Office of
Regulator-General as had been the plan. This, I was
told at a briefing, is to allow the government to set in
place what it needs to further this shift to the
user-pays system. It will then hand over that power
to the Office of the Regulator-General, but it will do
that with directions on policy and pricing. The Office
of the Regulator-General will be told what to do; it
will not have the freedom to regulate itself.
If we look at what has happened since 1992 we can
see clearly what has happened to prices and the
direction in which we are inevitably moving. I seek
leave, Mr Deputy Speaker, to have some tables
incorporated in Hansard.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Can the
honourable member for Bundoora advise the Chair
whether those tables have been cleared with the
Speaker, with the minister at the table and with
Hansard?
Ms GARBUTI' - I was in the process of
speaking with the Speaker before the bill was called
on somewhat earlier than anticipated.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! You put the
Chair in a difficult position if the tables have not
previously been cleared. It is laid-down procedure
that documents are normally cleared with the Chair,
with the minister and with Hansard for suitability
for incorporation before they are accepted for
incorporation.
Ms GARBUTI' - I understand the process.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Is it important
that they be incorporated now? Is it possible to
incorporate them later?
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Ms GARBUTI - It is possible, yes.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I think it
would be better if we could look at the tables you
seek to incorporate and clear them before that
happens and you can proceed.
Mr Stock dale - Mr Deputy Chairman, in
principle I have no problem with the nature of the
material, but I point out that at least two or three of
the tables are not properly sourced and refer simply
to government publications. I suspect, although it is
obviously not my place to say so, that Hansard
would have difficulty incorporating table 6.
The DEPUfY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair
will view the documents while the honourable
member for Bundoora continues and will advise
whether they are suitable for incorporation.

Leave subsequently granted; tables as follows:

Table 1
Increases iD Water aDd Sewerage Charges
under the Kennett Government

Date Increase Announced
Increue No. L
(April 1, 1993)

Old Charges

NewCbarges

Water Usage Cbarga

Water Usage Charga

o- 350 kilolitres
30 cents per kilolitre

Above 350 kilolilru
60 cents per kilolitre

Increue No. 1.
(JUDe 16, 1994)

Water Uaage Cbarga

o- 200 kilolitres
45 c::eDU per kilolitre

0- 200 kilolitres
45 cents per kilolitre

.Abow 200 kilolitres
65 c::eDU per kilolitre

Water Usage Charges
FlaIcharge

65 c::eDU per kilolitre

Above 200 kilolitres
65 cents per kilolitre

Increase No. 3.
(December 28, 1994)

Sewerqe Uaqe CIwIe
Did not exist

Sewerace Uaqe Char&e
FlaIcharge

IS cents per kilolitre of
wastcwatcr

Sourced from Government publications and media releases
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Table 2
Estimated Impact of Kennett Government
Increases in Water and Sewerage Charges
on House Dwellen
Water Usage (Id)

Increase No. 1

Increase No. 2

100
150
200
250
300
350
400

S15
S23
S30
$48
S65
S83
S85

$20
$30
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40

Increase No. 3 Total Increase

S10
S15
$20
$25
S30
$35
$40

$45
S67
S90
Sl12
S135
S157
S165

Sourced from Government pUblications and media releases

Table 3
Estimated Impact of Kennett Government
Increases in Water and Sewerage Charges
on Flat Dwellen
Water Usage (Id)

Increase No. 1

Increase No. 2

100
150
200
250
300
350
400

S15
$23
$30
$48
$65
$83
$85

$20
$30
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40

Sourced from Government publications and media releases

Increase No. 3 Total Increase

$12
$18
$24
$30
$36
$43

$49

$47
$71
$94
S118
5141
5165
5174
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Table 4
Estimated Impact orl'eluleU Gcweraaaeat
Water PriciD& Policy by Property Value
(1993194 - lOO1I03)

Typical
Suburb

WDribee
CrtutboIl17U
Mtn'tlUIlloc
~CUdll
~

~~

&igium

TIHIrIIk
•

..,.

.

Estimated
Estimated
Eltimated
Estimated Eltilllated
iDcreasel
iDt:raW
Water
Property WaterBW WaterBW Water
($)
BID ($)
BiD($) (redUctiOD) from (redactioD) f.
(S)
Value ($)
1992193 tCl
1992193 to
1992193- 1993194 1994195 2001103
1994195
1994195
(% oftotalw
($)
bID)
Rateable

75000
100000
125000
150000
175000
200000
225000
250000
275000
288845
300000
400000
500000
1000000

" ' - _ ........ _

415
467
534
615
697
780
862
945
1027
1073
1110
1451
1794
3506

445
496

S64
644
727
809
892
974
1057
1102
1139
1481
1823
3536

515
568
621
689
764
838
912
987
1061
1102
1136
1444
1754
3306

100
101
87
74
67
58

631
682
782
856
931
1005
1080
1155
1222
1266
1301
1616
1930
3504

SO
42
34
29
26
-7
-40
-200

24.1%
21.6%
16.3%
12.0%
9.6%
7.4%
5.8%
4.4%
3.3%
2.7%1
2.3%
-0.5%

-1.2-;.
-5.7%

........ ..,, _ _ _ J991I9J..J J9IJIfU

" ' - ........... ",Ik

Table 5
Jncreasesl(ReductioDJ) iD Actual Water Bills
Typical

Suburb

Wenibu
CrtlllbOllme

MordUl1loc
~KildII
CamberwelI
~alvem
Brighton
Toorak
•

Estimated
Estimated iDueaseI Estimated iIIcreaHI Estimated increasel
increuel
(redUc:tioD) from
(reductio.) from
(reduction) from
(redUctiOD) from 1992193 to 1994195 1992193 to 2001103 1992193 to 2002/03
1992193 to 1994195 (% of total water
(S)
(% of total water
(S)
biD)
bill)
101
87
74
58
50
42
26
-200

21.6%
16.3%
12.00/0
7.4%
5.8%
4.4%
2.3%
-5.7%

A--./tO cJwmp t I t . . - . . obtIzilWld by rtIII4I " ' - 1992193 """ 1993/94
A--.17f/ltIIkM ,.". afJK

• Soa",,* from Govmrmmt J1IIbUcatiOlU and JUdia reletua

215
248
241
225
218
210
191
-2

46.00/0
46.4%
39.2%
28.8%
25.3%
22.2%
17.2%
-0.1%

WATER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Tuesday, 4 June 1996

ASSEMBLY

578

Table'

Eltimatrd

Impact or Kameu GoftnIDaat Water PridIlC PeIicy by RePoa
(l99l194 - 2OOlIOl)

AWl'IIIe Sale
Price ($)

Eatilllated Water
Bill ($)
1992193-

All-.
BawIdI

119000
llOOOO

. ...

111000
2l3OOO

~

117SOO
119000
131000
107000

.,.......
...........-.
Boll:BID

1~3~

ar-tdI

27$000
113000
124000

C-. . . . .
c-HIdd
CIIeIIea
CoRri

~

...... v*'

O--WA T_"-'-

........
....,
......
,.......,
..........
.........
~

IbIIiIIp

~16

'19
626
1027
491

1$6
731

730

1~$OOO

106000

479
179
477
601
S47

'"

m
m

631

6IJ
633
911

230000

"2

U$OOO
91000
140000
1'$000
lSOOOO
130000
131000
122000
10l000
166000
940000
23$000
115000
143000

S6S

........
.......
"..,..

.......
...........
~

Il6000
234~

a-w.

11$000
lOOOOO
11$000
190000
10$000

W...a1e7
Wentllee

106000

..... MeI. . . .
~

ItKllla

l'lSOO

~

Il$OOO

w-........

133SOO

· -'-., .....

_~by,...

-'-1IIj1IIIkM ,.,.. tJf1K

•• Propmy WJlu.r bt.uetI CIft

702
126
961
116
171

49~

246000

........

SI'
661
794
719
704
741

112000

.w.-

, . . M.u....e
T .....

no

rn

612

'2$

SOl

Sll

m
961

m

~19

S49
961

'"

46J

492
611
661
644

~12

631
615
,..9

,,.
,,,
6O~

'75
'2$
4IJ
661
3301

'13
697
3330

19~

m

»4

'34

621

'92
'31
194

566
923

'34
'34
776

»4
710

109

S04
747
477
6'l3
479

'34

__

04
610
,."

647
S64
661
704
619
634

109'

692
~
79~

1149

'796
770
1143

III
671
126
171

IS6
'796

7J7
3120

33H

94l
600
669
613

1110
757

941
600
131
600

1101
757

101

976
692
164
694

SI'

m

"3
SOl
S64

Sll

fII7
621
6C3

199119J . .199JIfN

DiWHt~

707
694

120
774
691
!104

6"
614

506

m

S60

y~~ De;

692

506

S49

!IOI

~79

$A
DJ

506
496

467

'"

1074
961
764
767
696
.,...

661
702

477

779

'13
623

67J

UIyaIe

0UIetP

601

167SOO
10$000
100000

"I

N. . . .
N---.

60~

767
770
167
1222
753

'11
'19
611
760

641
631

"~

619
606
907
794

Eatilllated Water
BIll(S)
2OO2J03

6~~

566

~12

.uI(S)
199419!

60'

~J6

241000
130000
120000

M..,....

~

419

K.w

MonWIoc

'28

12'7~

119~

M-"'"

10~7

110000
140000
11$000
160000

IC.tAor

........
....

601
610
'700
1061

761
,..1
S46

'12
'16
'75
411

~

KMlI:

S46
549
6541

5411
543

'13

10$000
141000

~

~Wa&er

..

~31

II~l$O

J.atiaated Water
IIUl(S)
1993194

-.4wrap SoU PriI:a 11y~ 1990-

,.,

13'

100'

75'

712
107
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Ms GARBUTf - The tables refer to the prices
consumers have paid for water since the
government took office in 1992. The first table
documents three separate price increases. The first
increase was on 1 April 1993 - perhaps it was a bad
April Fools Day joke. Table 1 shows that the price
for the first 350 kilolitres increased from 30 to
45 cents per kilolitre, but at the same time the
minimum use volume came down from 350 to 200
kilolitres. For the higher rate - above
200 kilolitres - the price increased from 60 cents to
65 cents per kilolitre. A second increase occurred on
16 June 1994, the water usage charge increasing to a
flat rate of 65 cents per kilolitres. A third increase, on
28 December 1994, resulted in the introduction of a
flat sewerage usage charge of 15 cents per kilolitre of
waste water.
The impact of those increases is shown in the next
two tables I wish to have incorporated in Hansard.
The first shows the impact on house dwellers, and
the second shows the impact on flat dwellers. There
are differences depending on the volume of waste
water, which is approximately 66 per cent for houses
and 81 per cent for flats.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Before the
honourable member for Bundoora proceeds with her
explanation of those tables, which she is also
considering having incorporated, I will ask whether
the same conditions apply to them as applied to the
others the honourable member sought to have
incorporated. The honourable member should hold
on to any material she wants incorporated until the
Chair has a chance to look at it. I do not know what
effect that will have on the honourable member's
speech. Obviously, it would be better if in seeking to
explain something referred to in a document her
explanation immediately preceded the incorporation
of it in Hansard. I suggest the honourable member
hold her explanations with a view to getting the
material cleared as soon as possible.
This is a timely reminder to honourable members
that they should clear any documents they wish to
have incorporated so that they can proceed to
explain those documents without interruption. I ask
the honourable member to ensure that the Chair
receives a copy of whatever documents she wishes
to have incorporated so that they can be cleared
before the completion of her speech.
Ms GARBUTf - Thank you Mr Deputy
Speaker. They are the same tables. I handed them all
up at the same time, so the ruling you are
contemplating will apply to all of them.
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The DEPUlY SPEAKER - Order! The reason I
raised the question is that I have in my possession
tables 1, 4, 5 and 6. I presume tables 2 and 3 are the
remainder of the six.
Ms GARBUTf - I do not require them to be
incorporated.
The DEPUlY SPEAKER - Order! So there are
only four tables you want incorporated?
Ms GARBUTf - Yes.
The DEPUlY SPEAKER - Order! The moment
the Chair can clear them, they will be given back to
you.
Ms GARBUTf - I will attempt to make my
explanation clear to those who do not have the
tables in front of them. Suffice it to say that the tables
show there have been large increases in water prices,
particularly for flat dwellers and those with higher
rates of use.
I refer to the table headed 'Estimated Impact of
Kennett Government Water Pricing Policy by
Property Value'. It clearly shows that the price
increases have different impacts, depending on the
value of your house and where you live. Generally
speaking, if you live in a humble home in Werribee,
Cranbourne or other areas where property values
are not high, the prices you pay under this
government are shooting up astronomically and
becoming a major burden - and that is especi.a11y so
for families. On the on the other hand, if you have a
$1 million mansion in Toorak, your water bills will
be down.
The figures show that from 1992 to 1994 the owner
of a $1 million Toorak mansion enjoyed a
$200 reduction under the government's new pricing
regime. The government has been looking after the
people in Toorak and not looking after the people
who live in the poorer suburbs, where the property
values are much lower. People living in the poorer
suburbs have lower incomes than the millionaires
living in the Toorak mansions, yet their bills are sky
rocketing and they are struggling to pay the rates.
By 2002, when the government will have shifted to a
system based on a fifty-fifty mix of user pays and
property values, the water bills of people living in a
suburb like Werribee will have increased by 56 per
cent compared with 1992 prices - and in
Cranbourne they will have increased by 46.4 per
cent. But the water bills of people living in Toorak
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will have decreased by 0.1 per cent! Their bills will
fall enormously over the next 10 years, whereas
people living in Wenibee, Cranbourne, Mordialloc
and a large number of other places face huge
increases.
The final table I wish to have incorporated shows the
estimated impact of the government's water policy
regime over the period 1993-94 to 2002-03. It shows
the impacts region by region, based on average sale
prices; they are usually a bit higher than the rateable
property values, so I am underestimating the
impact. By the year 2002-03, someone living in
Altona will be paying a water bill of $767, up from
the 1992-93 bill of $516. Perhaps we should look at
Toorak: in 1992-1993 the average bill was $3301; that
will barely increase over the next 10 years. The
government is looking after people who need it
least. They will not struggle to pay their bills, which
have barely changed under the government's
pricing regime. But people living in more modest
homes and earning much lower incomes are being
slugged. They are the ones who will really struggle
to pay for the commodity most basic to our needs. In
his report on ministerial portfolios, which was
tabled last week, the Auditor-General had a few
comments on what is happening. At page 226, he
says:
... it can be seen that the price charged to customers for
water and sewerage rates and charges increased during
1994-1995 by 4 per cent.
That 4 per cent increase in one year is one of the
many on the way, adding up to massive increases
for people with modestly valued properties. That
interesting comment by the Auditor-General
confirms a story in the Herald Sun of 30 May, headed
'Water bills to increase'. It identifies the practice of
the new retail water companies of replacing meters
across Melbourne and says the water companies
view the replacement of water meters as:
... a low-cost way to boost revenue, particularly with
the move to a consumption-based payment system.
And depending on the age of the meter and patterns of
water use, a new meter could see a family's annual
water bill jump by up to $100.
The article also estimates that meters have been
replaced in up to 100 000 Melbourne homes. It is
simply a policy not of occasionally replacing meters
that are faulty but of systematically and deliberately
replacing them. In fact, the Auditor-General said
that in many households the replacement of meters
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had generally resulted in higher water consumption
charges for individual households.
The Herald Sun article also refers to a resident whose
bill spiralled to $2000 a year after the installation of a
new meter. This new approach is having a major
impact on the prices consumers pay for water. The
profit-driven motive of retail companies is resulting
in higher charges, nothing more, nothing less. The
report of the Office of the Regulator-General also
casts some doubt on the motives of the water
companies. It refers to the possible need to test
meters to find out whether they are accurate:
It is therefore important that the flow rates used in the
test are reasonably representative of the actual flow
rates at which the meter is likely to operate in service.
Use of high flow rates outside the normal range of the
property type in question may produce inaccurate
results in favour of the companies - that is, the test
may show that the meter is reading lower than if it
were conducted at the normal flow rates.

So the whole approach of replacing meters seems to
be a very dodgy practice based on boosting the
incomes of retail water companies and boosting
profits.
Cause 13 is another step towards privatisation.
What we have seen so far shows that the water
companies are driven by the profit motive rather
than by the common good, which would ensure that
proper care was taken to maintain high water
quality and proper attention was paid to water
conservation and environmental measures. The
government has said it will undertake a prices
review. The Office of the Regulator-General was
supposed to hold public hearings and receive public
input on price levels, but clause 13 will delay that. It
will mean that the government will retain control
over pricing and that the Office of the
Regulator-General will no longer hold public
hearings. The Auditor-General queries this move in
his report, saying:
Audit was advised by the office that experience in the
United Kingdom showed that a comprehensive,
economically independent pricing review and
technically sound pricing review would take around
three years to complete. If a review was not
commenced until after 1998, this could result in it not
being completed until 2001.
The government's response was, 'We'll do it'. This is
a government that keeps everything secret until
information is dragged out of it. This is a
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government that does not listen - yet it says it will
undertake a pricing review. We know how that will
happen! Some people, isolated in Treasury, will
scribble down a few figures. They will be handed to
the Treasurer, and no-one will see anything until the
bills arrive.
Mr Haermeyer - Then they'll go and ask Ron if
it's okay.
Ms GARBUTI - They'll check it out with a few
mates and the rest of us will pay for it. That would
be typical of the process this government follows.
Water prices will continue to change in a most
discriminatory way - rising prices for the poor and
falling prices for the rich. The government will
continue to look after those who least need it,
putting the burden on families who are struggling
with the major increases in other costs imposed by
the government.
I refer to the issue of encouraging water
conservation. The government says it will do so by
moving to a user-pays system. It will not encourage
people who live in big houses to save water. Their
water rates will come down anyway. They can waste
all the water they like because they know their bills
will be easier to pay as time goes by. User pays will
not encourage them to conserve water at all!
We should be using a range of other water
conservation methods; but we are not because the
retail water companies are competing against each
other for sales and because the government is
relying only on user-pays prices to conserve water.
The government could be setting water recycling
targets for each of the authorities and requiring all
government departments, statutory authorities and
local governments to undertake water conservation
and recycling programs, but it is not doing that. The
government could be engaging in community
education programs and promoting the efficient use
of water, but it is not doing that either. Instead, it is
encouraging the water companies to compete to sell
more. The opposition opposes the government's
steady move down the path of privatisation - a
further step along the way to selling off our water
assets - and vigorously opposes the bill.
I turn now to other issues that are hidden in the bill,
one of which concerns rural people and their water
utilities. Rural people do not have some of the rights
-limited as they are - that metropolitan
customers have. They have no consultative
committees and no access to either the customer
charters the minister has been talking about or the

581

water contracts introduced into city areas. Rural
customers miss out on those things. The protection
of the Regulator-General does not extend beyond the
metropolitan area, either. He has been doing some
work - I have referred to the recent report - but
there is no public reporting on water quality or
water restrictions or water relief grants for rural
customers. That is a major problem for them.
Local government involvement in rural water
supplies is also another important issue. I received a
complaint from a rural water customer in the
Seymour area, who told me that the former local
councils in Seymour, Yea and Alexandra used to
send in the rate notice bills for the Upper Goulburn
River Management Authority.
Mr Haermeyer - Is that the minister's electorate?

Ms GARBUTI - It is in the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management's electorate.
The new shires of Murrindindi and Mitchell have to
keep their rates down, so they did not include the
extra costs on their rate notices. That meant the
Upper Goulbum River Management Authority had
to send out separate bills, the cost of which would
have been huge, for about $25 per property in rates.
By the time the authority sent out the notices and
collected the money it would hardly have been
worth collecting! That is a big issue in that area, yet
the legislation does not prevent that from occurring
again.
I was interested to read that the Association of
Victoria River Management Authorities has
identified that as a problem. The association
mentioned the issue in a document it published last
month. It estimates that at least $200 000 in collection
costs is being wasted, which could be minimised if
local government agreed to collect that money in the
most efficient way possible. That is another example
of something happening in the name of efficiency
that then leads to gross inefficiency.
Some measures in the bill, such as changes to the
definition of floodway areas, are sensible and some,
including serving notices, are practical, but there are
others I wish to query. Oause 20 is about
regularising the time for payment of bills.
Melbourne Parks and Waterways rates are collected
on 28 days notice, but that is to be brought into line
with other retail companies, which have a 14-day
notice period. Instead of moving to the generous
28-d.ay notice period people now have to find money
for their bills within the shorter period. That is an
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example of where the government is simply
tightening up on people all the time.
Gause 16 refers to right of entry and says that where
there is a reasonable ground for non-compliance or
where someone is suspected of doing the wrong
thing, seven days notice does not have to be given.
Also - and this is couched as if these water
companies have already been sold off to private
companies - an employee is not required to show
identification or be subject to the civil law of
trespass. Those things are the minimum needed
because they could lead to problems.
Although we accept many diverse amendments in
the bill as being housekeeping, tidying up and
practical arrangements, clause 13 moves us further
down the path of privatisation, and the opposition
strongly opposes the bill for that reason. We do not
accept privatisation of water utilities and will not
accept any steps being taken to implement it.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The speech just
given illustrates why the Labor Party is in
opposition. The Labor Party is set on this little
ideological route and any time anyone raises the
word 'water' off it goes on privatisation.
One can only imagine what would have been the
position taken by the Labor spokesperson had the
bill involved passing authority for the future fixation
of water charges to the Regulator-General. We
would have seen the spokesperson up on hind legs
protesting vigorously that that was a step towards
the privatisation of the water industry. In the eyes of
the Labor Party everything we have done in the
water industry represents a step towards the
privatisation of the water industry.
No explanation was given by the honourable
member for Bundoora of how this step actually
facilitates the privatisation of the water industry. If
the Labor Party had any members with the faintest
inkling of how the commercial world operates they
would be here arguing that the government's
retention of absolute authority over the fixation of
prices for water is utterly incompatible with the
privatisation of the industry. There is no way private
investors will invest in an industry where pricing is
absolutely within the fiat of the executive
government. Indeed this is the very reverse of a step
towards privatisation. It entrenches the
accountability of the government, through the
political process, for the fixation of the price of water.
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Mr Carli - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, we have a number of speakers on the bill
and I am surprised the minister is closing the debate.
I was prepared to speak on it, as was the honourable
member for Bendigo West.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! In response to the point of order, when the
honourable member for Bundoora resumed her seat
I paused and looked around the chamber but
nobody rose. The Treasurer then rose and I gave him
the call. There was ample opportunity for other
honourable members to rise, but they did not do so.
Mr Thwaites - On the point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, my understanding is that there had been
some indication that we had other speakers. If there
is some way we can give those members an
opportunity to speak, we should do so.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! No, the position is that the Chair gave ample
opportunity for honourable members to rise. They
did not do so. The only person to rise after a
perceptible pause was the Treasurer, who was
clearly waiting to see if other members wished to
speak. They did not indicate they wished to speak. I
have called the Treasurer.

Ms Garbutt - On the point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, I am sure our potential speakers would
have been waiting for any members on the
government side who wished to speak. In the rules
of debate it is normal that we go from side to side,
and our speakers hesitated waiting for that to
happen. The Treasurer did not hesitate but jumped
up quickly. People would have been expecting the
other minister responsible for water, the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources, to have been the person
who introduced the bill. We do not recall which it
was. The Treasurer could have been making his own
contribution to the debate, but in fact it seems he is
winding up the debate when our members wanted
to speak. They were simply waiting for government
members to speak. They assumed the Treasurer was
just making a contribution, but in fact he is winding
up the debate when we have at least two members
ready to speak.
Mr STOCKDALE - I do not wish to embarrass
the Chair, but I want to say two things. One is that
maybe the Chair could find a way in which we can
treat this as my contribution and allow the debate to
continue after that. I do not want artificially to
restrict members, but I disagree strongly with the
statement just made by the honourable member for
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Bundoora. I paused for a considerable time after the
Acting Speaker had left an opportunity for other
members to indicate by rising that they wished-to
speak; only when nobody took that opportunity did
I rise. I reject completely the suggestion that I leapt
in and truncated the opportunity for anybody else to
speak. I paused for a considerable time to ascertain
whether there were any other speakers.

honourable member's attention the documents that
have shaded areas on them, which obviously would
be a consequence of using a highlighter. If it were
practicable for the honourable member to obtain the
document without the highlighter it would
reproduce much better in Hansard than a document
that either had been highlighted or copied from a
highlighted one.

I do not wish to restrict other members. I am happy
to have this treated as my contribution and for the
second-reading debate to simply close when all
other speakers have risen. The allegation implicitly
made against the Chair in the words of the
honourable member for Bundoora is unwarranted
and simply untrue.

The Chair also suggests that for the benefit of
readers of Hansard the honourable member
renumber her tables as proposed by the Treasurer,
so that they will not think two tables are missing.
There is also some difficulty in incorporating in
Hansard table no. 6 in its present form. The
honourable member has two options: first, my
earlier comment about the need to type the
handwritten comments on the bottom of the
document apply; secondly, and more importantly, if
the body of the document is available in electronic
form it may be possible to delete the lines. If the
lines were deleted Hansard is of the view that
although the print would be very small the
document could be reproduced legibly. However,
another option might be for the honourable member
to have the document extend over two pages, which
would make it more suitable for incorporation in

Mr Baker - Mr Deputy Speaker, given the
remarks and the gesture of the Treasurer, the
unusual circumstances of this event and the
apparent will and general spirit of the house that the
two members who were proposing to speak should
be allowed to take up that opportunity, is it possible
for you to find some way of taking up the
Treasurer's offer to allow this to be his contribution
to be followed by other speakers? Otherwise it may
be possible by agreement and in your wisdom to
suggest that it be considered that the Treasurer has
not spoken and that other members be called.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I am attracted
to the last portion of the comments made by the
honourable member for Sunshine. In view of the
comments made by the Treasurer it would be
appropriate to call other speakers at this time and
say, with the agreement of the house, that the
Treasurer has not yet contributed to the debate. He
will then respond at the end of the debate and pick
up on any of the suggestions, ideas or criticisms of
members who speak from here on. With the
agreement of the house, that seems to be the best
way forward under the circumstances. It appears
that both the honourable member for Bundoora and
the Treasurer agree on that course of action,
therefore that is the course of action I shall take.
While I am on my feet I shall respond to the
honourable member for Bundoora on the documents
she submitted for incorporation. There are some
problems with the documents. Firstly, documents
that have handwritten notes on them cannot be
incorporated in Hansard. The honourable member's
documents nos 1, 4 and 5 would be suitable for
incorporation if she could, as quickly as possible,
submit them to the table with the handwritten
comments typed on them. I also direct to the

Hansard.
I ask the honourable member to do those things as
quickly as possible so that Hansard can include the
tables with the honourable member's speech in the
normal way.
Mr CAMERON (Bendigo West) - Mr Deputy
Speaker, I thank you and the Treasurer for your
grace in permitting the debate to continue in the way
you have outlined. The legislation before the house
deals with water resources, which are currently in
government hands. The public correctly expects that
the state's water resources will continue in public
hands.

During his second-reading speech the Treasurer
referred to water reform. I have always taken
'reform' to mean progress. However, in this instance
the Melbourne Water Corporation is being broken
up into three authorities. We have been told that that
somehow makes them competitive. The rhetoric
used by government members describes it as
benchmarking, and they say that benchmarking will
somehow or another benefit consumers.
The odd thing is that in rural areas the water
authorities have actually grown in size. The regional
authorities have taken over the smaller authorities.
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In rural areas we are told it is because of economies
of scale. Yet, oddly, in the Melbourne metropolitan
area the water authority is being broken up into
three - that is clearly an example of economies of
de-scale, not scale. There are certainly no economies
of scale in the water industry. Both the opposition
and the public believe this is false economy.

Why has the Melbourne Water Corporation been
broken up? It is simply because the size of the new
authorities is far more attractive on a market where
they will ultimately be privatised and sold off. As a
matter of public policy Victoria's water resources
should get everything they deserve to ensure that
the quality of water and the efficiency of operations
are improved. Instead, we have this contradiction
where the big authorities are getting smaller and the
small authorities are getting bigger.
Benchmarking does not mean competition. All it
means is that Victoria will have three separate
authorities independent of each other. The
government is interested in additional infrastructure
and more highly paid senior staff and fat cats. The
public wants good quality, clean water; it does not
want more fat cats running the system.
If one wants to discuss benchmarking and the
miracle of competition and independence, one has
only to consider petrol prices to see how false the
argument is. People know petrol prices in the
country are much higher than in the city. Although
the operators are independent of each other, the
country prices are the same and somehow
competition does not appear to be working. If there
is to be real competition, there must be a level
playing field. Where there are three entirely
independent bodies looking after water that clearly
cannot happen. The public will be the loser because
it will ultimately be subjected to the privatisation
process.

The explanatory notes describing clause 13 refer to
'retail water and sewerage licensees, or any future
licensee'. It is clearly contemplated that we are
moving one more step along the road towards
privatisation. It is occurring bit by bit, or, in the case
of water, drip by drip. Oause 13 provides that the
government will retain control of pricing for the
time being, but it is the government's intention to
move towards a user-pays rather than the current
rating system.
As a representative of central Victoria I can speak
about the user-pays system introduced by Coliban
Water, which is based in central Victoria. That
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system was introduced to reduce water
consumption because scarcity of water is a real
problem in the hinterland. Unfortunately, that
system is also preferred for privatisation and its
introduction has put central Victoria at the forefront
as a privatisation target. The water authority in
central Victoria has its head on the block well before
the system is introduced in other parts of the state.
I shall advise the house of the way Coliban Water
has been potentially set up for privatisation. Since
the 1992 election the water bill of the average town
consumer has increased by $91 a year. People out of
town who use race or channel water have had
increases of around $250 a year. There have certainly
been hefty price rises under the present government
regime. However, the primary focus of Coliban
Water seems to be to fatten up the profits. While the
consumer is poorer in the pocket Coliban Water's
profits increase. There is no doubt the authority will
be a lot more attractive to an overseas investor when
the time comes to pick it off in a privatisation deal.
In addition, the number of employees at Coliban
Water has been reduced. In July 1994 Coliban Water
gave an assurance that no more jobs would go.
Before then there had been many redundancies, and
in the middle of 1994 the local community was led to
believe that that was the end and no more damage
would be done by further reducing the number of
employees.

However, the privatisation mania has picked up
pace since then and now that promise has been cast
aside. There is no desire to protect jobs. This year
two-thirds of Coliban Water's operations have been
put out for tender or outsourced, as some would say.
Two-thirds of the operations are to be privatised. A
British-based company, the preferred tenderer, is
now crossing the t's and dotting the i's on the
contract.

On 19 April the chairman of Coliban Water,
Mr Gordon McKern, said he expected 25 jobs to go
as a result of the privatisation deal with the British
company, Serco Ltd. In May he revealed that
preliminary discussions between Coliban and Serco
had concluded; indeed, he said that about 25 jobs
would go. However, on 23 May he refused to give
an assurance that no more jobs would lost at Coliban
Water.
In July 1994 an undertaking was given that there
would be no more redundancies, but that
undertaking was breached in April when the
community was told 25 more jobs would be lost.
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There has been no assurance that more jobs will not
go. It has been bad news on the job front because of
the privatisation mania. The experience in country
areas is that whenever privatisation is mentioned,
job losses result.
The government's attitude to what it says is reform
means privatisation. There is no commitment to look
at the common good when the cloud of privatisation
gets in the way of its vision. During the adjournment
debate in this house last Tuesday I raised with the
Minister for Agriculture and Resources the loss of
jobs at Coliban Water. I asked the minister whether
the workers would keep their jobs while working for
the British-based company. The workers who want
to keep their jobs have been told that if they sign on
with Serco, their conditions may not be the same.
Some workers have told me they will be worse off,
but what choice do they have? If they want jobs they
have to take the ones offered even though the
conditions are not as good as those they enjoyed
previously. It is not as though they have other jobs
to which they can readily turn.
During that adjournment debate the Minister for
Education, on behalf of the responsible minister, said
he would discuss the matter with the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources. He was to discuss it with
me, but that has not happened. That is disappointing
for Bendigo and central Victoria because the jobs of
the workers are on the line.
I refer to limited licences for water authorities. Secret
talks are being held between Coliban and the
government to put Coliban on a licence with a
limited life. After the expiration of the licence - say,
two years - there can be no guarantee that Coliban
will continue to operate in the same way. It would
then be easy for the government to put the Coliban
operations on the market for total privatisation.
The government's general attitude is demonstrated
in the preamble to the bill where, in its description of
clause 13, which deals with the Melbourne water
industry, it refers to any future licensee. Obviously
the government contemplates that its licensees will
change and that we will move from government
bodies to other bodies. One does not need to be too
quick off the mark to realise the government is
talking about foreign-based companies sucking
profits away from the local economies.

In the Bendigo media I challenged the honourable
member for Bendigo East to explain the limited-term
licensees and the government's intentions; I asked
him about the discussions between the government

585

and Coliban. He hid and would not reply in the
press.

Mr Haermeyer - The same as when he was a
minister.
Mr CAMERON - Exactly. Who would tell
Victorians that one of their water authorities, which
has been in their hands for generations, is to be
worked up so it can be handed over to foreign-based
companies? We have seen the process in central
Victoria. Wherever possible we should stop that
process. I commend the shadow minister for taking
the strong stance and for putting everything in the
way in standing up for non-privatisation. It is a
credit to her and to the opposition.
What happens in the lead-up to privatisation? Jobs
will be lost even though undertakings to the
contrary have been given. We will see a boost in
profits -larger profits make a water authority more
attractive to a private foreign company. The wages
of some workers will decrease, as appears to be
occurring at Coliban. That boosts the wages of fat
cats, which is not in the public interest. History
shows that water and sewerage rates have increased.
Profits will now go overseas instead of being poured
into the system to improve our water resources. Cost
savings will be made by the privatisation company;
it will want to cut costs to boost profits, which leads
to poorer water authorities.
We can be proud that for many generations Victoria
has built up excellent water authorities, but they
have now been put at risk by being handed over to
private companies whose interests are not in the
quality of water or service but the quality of the
financial reports they can deliver to their
shareholders at the end of the financial year.
The common good has been cast aside. At every
opportunity the opposition will stand with the
public to say that we do not like it. We do not want
to happen here what has happened in the United
Kingdom, where privatisation has meant a profit
mentality has dominated and where public health
concerns are now prevalent in the water industry.
We do not want to see that happen in Victoria, nor
do we want to have disconnections or increasing
costs. We do not want to see environmental issues
cast aside.
Mr Cooper inteIjected.
Mr CAMERON - Had the honourable member
for Mornington been in Bendigo during the election
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campaign he would have realised this issue was
important. It is refreshing that the people of Bendigo
West agreed with me.

Mr CARU (Coburg) - Opposition members
oppose the bill because we rightly fear it is another
step towards the privatisation of Victoria's water
authorities. Our publicly controlled authorities are a
legacy of good investment in water infrastructure.
After all, this is the driest continent in the world and
water is fundamental to life. The universal right to
fresh water is something Victorians have come to
expect, but the move towards privatisation threatens
that right.
We oppose clause 13 primarily because it gives the
government the right to regulate prices for water
and sewerage but also because it is indicative of the
move towards a user-pays system and making water
authorities cash cows that are open to privatisation.
The government has taken the user-pays system
much further than Labor initially took it. We are
increasingly moving towards a user-pays rather than
a rate system. That is important if the government is
preparing to privatise water, as we and many others
in the community believe is the case.
The user-pays system has its problems. It is not fair
to say it is the most equitable system or is better for
the environment, as was suggested in the
second-reading speech. For a start, it puts more of a
burden on low-income earners. As you move from
charging according to property ownership to the
user-pays system, the cost moves from the rich to the
poor. The government is not prepared to consider
the major social justice implications of the change.
Consumer charges are not conservation measures,
despite what was suggested in the second-reading
speech; they are forms of revenue raising. We saw
an example of that recently when some 100 000
meters were installed primarily to ensure that each
litre of water is paid for. There were some errors in
the previous system, but they were not significant.
As we move toward user-pays, when considerable
amounts of money will come out of the use of water,
the revenue-raising side will become more
important. We need to look at other measures rather
than simply relying on market forces. Public
education is one of them.
Corporatisation is the first step towards
privatisation - and that has already been
undertaken by this government. It has its
negatives - for example, it limits public scrutiny.
On the one hand the government says, 'We will
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move towards a user-pays system and give more
power to the Regulator-General. We will look at
competition by comparison, not based on a purchase
market'. On the other hand we are told that
commercial-in-confidence conditions will apply and
that we will not know the full operating costs of the
various companies.
The other major problem with user-pays is that
money-making criteria become more important to
long-term investment than does meeting the
community's needs. That ignores the history of
investment in this state, which was based on
meeting the needs of Victorians. Investments were
made for the long haul- far longer than the
commercial imperative allows.
There are several steps ahead of which the bill is part
and which are constantly in the government's mind
as it moves towards privatisation. The first step is
corporatisation, which increases subcontracting and
profits and decreases costs and working conditions.
It pushes more work out to subcontractors and takes
away the rights of workers. It also involves
remOving social considerations and consumer
involvement from the process. As we move into the
corporate sphere, the only role for consumers
involves purchasing power. But consumer groups
are not allowed to be involved in this case - there is
no purchasing power in water, it is a monopoly. You
purchase water from the one provider and there is
no question of consumer sovereignty. Consumer
power is weakened by privatisation.
The legislation will create preconditions such as the
ability to move down the privatisation path. For all
the rhetoric about markets and competition by
comparison, ultimately we are creating monopolies
in the private sphere. We are taking public
monopolies with a level of control and scrutiny and
turning them into private monopolies with minor
scrutiny, and that is largely at the level of the
Regulator-General. Despite the rhetoric about
competition, we are creating a system of private
monopolies throughout the state.
The idea behind competition, corporatisation and
privatisation is ideolOgical. In this instance the
process does not acknowledge the social justice
implications or the importance of water
conservation. The assumption that water
conservation will be enhanced by market
mechanisms or by putting an extra cost on use does
not take into account the fact that most domestic
uses of water do not vary. There is a certain use that
is essential for a household, and it is not elastic. A
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pricing mechanism may work for large commercial
users of water, but it will not necessarily work for
the small householder.
Why are we not looking at other measures to
improve the performance of the companies? There
are issues about private firms and long-term vision
and investment. It cannot be left to the imperative of
the profit motive. We should look for an objective
for water use in this state. Our forebears attempted
to provide one. Water should be an affordable,
universal service that is available to both present
and future generations - and the high quality
should be there for present and future generations.
In examining the move towards privatisation and
the user-pays system, we should not forget that
Victorian utilities contribute to the gross domestic
product. Electricity utilities have been sold off and
other utilities are being prepared for sale. Gone is
the notion of public service and the right to the
basics of life like water, heat and light. We attempt
to impose the mythical market; but it is mythical
because, as the word suggests, it does not exist.
There is no such thing as a perfect market. We are
talking about monopolies and
commercial-in-confidence provisiOns. I do not know
the differences in infrastructure costs. You cannot
expect that the cost of providing water in one part of
Melbourne will be is the same as it is in another.
There are costs involved in providing basic water
and sewerage infrastructure like pipes and trunk
sewers and in undertaking renovations. There are
big variations in soil types.
These utilities are being lost. They are being cashed
up and their profits are being increased. The move is
to turn them into private entities whereby minorities
- the shareholders and the chief executive officers
- will profit. A very small number of people will
actually profit. The Regulator-General's advice on
policy and pricing is that there is a major problem
with that and with monopolies being able to abuse
their monopoly power.
To see a poor example of privatisation and reform of
water utilities we only have to look at what
happened in Britain - the very place from which
this government gets much of its ideological
encouragement. The British Regulator-General has
very little ability to regulate prices. The shareholders
have been the biggest benefactors from the UK
experience.
Since privatisation in 1994 when the utilities were
sold off share prices have increased by amounts
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varying between a low of 110 per cent and a high of
170 per cent. From the 1994 privatisation figures we
also see that the price of water has gone up by
between 45 per cent and 82 per cent - 45 per cent is
the lowest and 82 per cent the highest. The
honourable member for earlier Morwell interjected
to comment on the pay increases for the chief
executive officers. I will use the example of the CEO
of Thames Water. The person who was the CEO of
the public company when it became a private
company received a pay increase of 758 per cent.
Not many people receive a 758 per cent increase in
their wages.
Let us look at comparisons in the industry. In a
period of enormous job losses in the industry, with
the remaining workers receiving increases of a little
more than 2 per cent since 1994, an executive officer,
there is mention of a 758 per cent increase for an
executive!
The move towards a user-pays system and universal
right has other implications. One of the major
implications is that as the cost moves to the
consumer, particularly to the poor consumer, there
is a question about inability to pay and what should
happen. In Britain they have disconnections. An
article in the Sunday Times of 1 August 1993
comments on the report by the National Association
of Citizens Advice Bureaux, which looked at the
water companies in England and Wales cutting off
the water supply of people in need. It was basically a
question of the 'can't pays'. It was not a question of
people not being prepared to pay for water, they just
could not pay. We do not say to people, 'If you do
not pay your rates we will not collect your garbage'.
If people do not pay their income tax on time they
can still send their kids to school, but if they cannot
pay their water bills on time their water is cut off!
There has been an enormous increase in
disconnections in Britain. The report gives examples
of the people whose water supply was disconnected:
an unemployed man on sickness benefits, whose
wife was also sick, who had to travel long distances
to hospital for radiotherapy; a pensioner on income
support, whose water supply was cut off while the
pensioner was out shopping; a woman with three
young children, whose supply was disconnected for
eight months because of payment difficulties. The
list goes on and on. It is a real question of why those
people should lose their right to water, a right I
believe is fundamental in a civilised country. Yet we
are talking about people losing that right as we
move towards a pure user-pays system with the
controls and the big stick that go with it.
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I turn to the issue of the quality and type of
investment. As we move towards commercial
imperatives and the profit motive there are
questions about where we are prepared to invest,
where a private firm is prepared to invest and the
possibility of a private firm investing in a public
firm. An article in The Times newspaper of
14 August 1992 contains a comment by Ian Byatt, the
British Director-General of Water Services, to the
effect that maybe the British people should not have
pure water, that maybe it should not be as pure as it
is expected to be and that the regulations were
dreamed up in Europe and should not apply to
Britain. Those comments were supported
wholeheartedly by the water companies, who were
saying, 'Yes, that is right, we should lower our
expectations about the type and quality of water.
Maybe we should not follow the lead of Brussels and
the European Community. Maybe we should just
accept that it costs a lot to invest in pure water.
Maybe we should accept something less than pure'.
That sort of thinking is a major concern in a dry
continent such as Australia, where we have major
environmental concerns that affect our investment in
water and in our waterways - for example, we
have to confront the problems of the Murray-Darling
Basin. The issue of the purity of water is critical. If it
becomes a question of investing less because the
profits do not appear to be there, a commercialised
firm driven by the profit motive may not make the
investments that are necessary, so it is a question we
have to consider.
Although the bill looks innocuous and simple,
clause 13 highlights the legislative framework that is
being prepared for Victoria to move down the
corporatisation road towards ultimate privatisation.
It is certainly something the Labor Party has grave
concerns about. The Labor Party will defend the
public firms, the public utilities. It will defend the
importance of the right to water as a universal right
for Victorians. I vigorously oppose the bill because
of clause 13.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - Thank you,
Mr Acting Speaker. It appears that my speech has
been given by the honourable member for Coburg! It
was a great speech, and wasn't it nice to see the king
of privatisation sitting here listening to it? However,
I really want to surprise the house - I want to talk
about the bill before the house.
Mr Richardson interjected.
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Mr HAMILTON - Yes, there is a first time for
everything! It could be entitled the 'Taps and Traps
Bill' or the 'Sinks and Sewers Bill', or a number of
others, but to pick up on the point at which the
honourable member for Coburg finished, we are
seeing a move towards user-pays. I do not think the
honourable Treasurer would argue with that point.
It sounds great when it slips off the end of the
tongue but when we are dealing with something
that is important to everyday life in a civilised
society what happens to the user who cannot pay
and whose water is turned off on non-payment of
the account? There will certainly be tremendous
problems for that householder. Down in my part of
the world it has been suggested they end up with
what is called colloquially as the prostate
constriction whereby an olive is inserted into the
inlet pipe to the house and the water can trickle in. It
takes three and a half hours to fill a cistern so that
people can flush the toilet and it takes about
20 minutes to fill a kettle to boil a cup of tea. That is
supposed to be a humane way of dealing with
people who are unable to pay their water bill.
Corporatisation, this move towards the
dollar-driven business world, fails to take account of
the fact that there are some things which I believe
very sincerely we should expect as our birthright in
this country. One of them should be access to clean
water and the ability to dispose of waste water
sensibly.
On my salary I would have no problems at all with
an increase if it meant that someone who was in a
less fortunate position could be guaranteed the
necessities of life, because that is what we are talking
about. The fundamental problem I have with the bill
is that its structure shows the government is heading
towards the commercialisation of our water utilities.
I dare not say 'privatisation', because the
government is on the record as saying it will not
privatise water during the current term - but what
happens at the end of that term is another matter.
Although the government has clearly stated that it
will not sell off our water, it is doing everything else
to it. The word that comes to mind starts with 'B'
and rhymes with 'privatise'!

I will refer to some of the things that have happened
with the restructure of the water industry in my part
of the world, not only in the Latrobe Valley but in
Gippsland. The taps-and-traps section, Gippsland
Water, was set up to supply water to homes and
businesses and to take their waste water and sewage
away. There has never be such a disastrous set up in
the history of the Latrobe Valley. Without any
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exaggeration I can say that more than
300 constituents have complained to my office about
their problems with Gippsland Water. Some people
have received bills that are 10 times higher than
normal, while others have received bills that are
one-tenth of the previous amount.
Members of our community have no idea what their
annual water costs will be. I believe the organisation
has no idea of how its billing system works. The
amalgamation of four water boards into Gippsland
Water has been nothing short of a disaster. Also,
between Christmas Eve and New Year's Day there
was one of the most disastrous breakdowns of a
filtration plant that had ever occurred in the history
of Traralgon. We had brown water flowing through
the pipes, staining clothes and causing other
damage. According to the local water authority, that
complete and utter disaster was no-one's fault.
When something like that happens it has to be
someone's fault!
I suspect it happened because of the way the water
authorities were restructured. Gippsland Water
sacked all of its experienced staff, saying, 'We've got
to get rid of them'. The only way these new
corporatised commercialised authorities work is by
getting rid of staff. If you halve your staff bill, you
halve your operating costs and your productivity
goes up. Even a kid in grade 3 could work out the
arithmetic - it's inevitable if that is all you are
thinking about!

The same things have happened, whether in the
water industry or in the electricity industry, which I
know so well. The staff who have voluntarily
departed - it is a nice way of saying 'sacked' have been those with the experience and knowledge
to make sure plants operate effectively. Previously,
when a problem arose, people with experience and
knowledge said, 'We've seen this and we need to do
X, Y and Z to correct it'. But those people are no
longer there. This time, we had the touchy-feely
method of correcting the problem and the Traralgon
residents are still feeling the impact of the disaster.
That is one example of the sorts of things that have
gone wrong since the government implemented its
hard-nosed business-like approach to prOviding
essential services.
The bill has a number of problems, which I shall
highlight. I will start at the bottom of the first page
of the second-reading speech, which refers to these
new commercially efficient authorities, the ones set
up to make money and to make sure their profits are
made. The minister says:
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Under the current provisions, only the full set of
floodplain management functions listed in the act can
be assigned to a waterway management authority.
However-

and here is the catch an authority may only have the resources to carry out
part of the suite of functions, it may have the resources
to carry out works but not the ability to assess planning
applications and give flooding and development advice.

There is one area in which urban communities are
particularly at risk: you do not get coverage for acts
of God, and we have all seen those. Whether a flood
is an act of God or an act of bad planning or
mismanagement, the end result is that people suffer
and are hurt. The Traralgon Creek has had two
so-called lOO-year floods in the past four or five
years. Talking about a lOO-year flood sounds nice in
theory, but in practice it is often a disaster. But to say
that the minister needs more flexibility ignores the
fact that an authority that is responsible for
managing the floodplain must have the resources to
do just that. PrOviding ways for authorities to duck
and weave like Essendon's Michael Long is
lamentable and something the government ought to
be ashamed of.
The second-reading speech goes on to declare that:
... a floodway will enable resources to be focused on
defining the area of most concern to floodplain
managers and ensuring developments in those areas
are appropriate.

In essence that is a very supportable statement; I do
not have a problem with it. However, problems arise
when authorities, for whatever reason, allow people
to build on floodplains, with the inevitable result
that they are flooded out. There are examples all
around Australia of greedy developers building on
floodplains. If, as I believe it is, the clause is
designed to prevent a repetition of the damage
caused by developers' greed and local council
stupidity, it ought to be supported. It should be seen
as a good and positive statement if that is what it is
about, but one has to be careful in interpreting some
of the statements made by the government. If my
interpretation is correct, it is a darned good move;
but to then say that the authority does not have to be
able to do it weakens the aim of the exercise.

The second-reading speech then goes on to deal with
waterways management and talks about:
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... removing the need for waterway management
authorities to serve notice on each individual property
owner for the purpose of declaring land to be serviced
and liable to a rate, and also dealing with the
publication of bulk entitlement orders, which at present
have to be published in full.

That sounds to me a bit one way and typical of how
the government perceives its role. The government is
simply saying, 'We will tell you in a notice in the
paper' - and we all know how often people read
the public notices and how those notices are couched
in a language that the average person cannot
understand. There is not even a requirement for the
notice to be expressed in simple language that
everyone can understand. Local government has
been one of the greatest exponents of doublespeak.
When you think about it, an authority can simply
put in a notice saying certain people will be liable to
pay a certain rate. H it has not already done so,
Southern Rural Water is preparing to declare a rate
of $200 for every farm in its catchment area and $35
for every household. People just love paying extra
rates!
I do not have a problem with the charge if it is to be
used for better river and catchment management.
But the bill deliberately says an authority can
publish a notice but does not have to tell anybody
about it. By gee, an authority could put a notice in
the paper saying, 'H you see this notice, pay the bill'.
It seems to me if an authority has the information to
send me a bill it ought to provide the information
telling me I have to pay a bill. That is the proper way
most businesses operate. However, part 2 of the bill
directly contradicts proper business operation.
Over the years rural Victorians and customers of the
Southern Rural Water Authority and the Lake
Wellington Rivers Authority have had close
personal relationships with rural management
authorities. Those relationships have been part of the
culture of those particular areas, but the bill will
change that culture. What will happen to the
cooperation that existed between land-holders and
management authorities? There is something very
important about having the farmers on side, because
it means better river and environmental
management. Personal contact with farmers and an
intimate knowledge of farmers' needs goes a long
way towards ensuring the best results are achieved,
but part 2 of the bill will prevent that.
The second-reading speech also mentions the
delegation authority. We can delegate to delegate to
delegate, but what does it achieve! Even the
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illustrious Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee - which I thought may have lost its
teeth after losing its former chairperson - gives a
huge whack to clause 7. At page 26 of Alert Digest
No. 1 of 1996 the committee says:
The committee is of the view that the delegation
provision may contravene section 4D(a)(i) of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968 in that it makes
rights, freedoms or obligations dependent upon
insufficiently defined administrative powers.

The committee recommends that the delegation
clause be taken out of the bill. No-one is better at
passing the buck than this government; it is the
greatest buck passer I have ever seen. It is
inculcating the same thing in the highly paid chief
executive officers and board members: it wants to
pass the buck down the road! Even the Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee has said the
delegation authority is not appropriate and that it
may contravene a parliamentary act of 1968 - and
we know which government was in power in those
days.
Not only has this government thrown off all
pretence of accepting responsibility, it has thrown
off the culture of previous liberal governments. I
note the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee makes no response to that criticism in
the Alert Digest, so I hope the minister responds.
Perhaps the minister thinks he can thumb his nose at
the committee and, that now dear Victor is not there,
not take too much notice of it. I bet the new
Chairman of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee would not like that to happen. I hope
there is a response from the minister.
I am also interested in the appointment of a new
stack of water police. Would you believe it: clause 16
will enable the employee of a retail water or
sewerage business to enter land, excluding a
dwelling house, to investigate any non-compliance
with the act. Previously, the authorities had to give
seven days notice, but that is no longer required
because we now have the water police. We have
heard mention of the police state - now, we have
the water authority police. I hope they give them
decent uniforms. Those police will be able to duck in
without telling anyone and inspect for
non-compliance.
Environmental Protection AuthOrity officers have
always had significant powers to deal with any
major environmental or non-compliance problem either a discharge or divergence. Why are they not
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mentioned? They are professionally trained officers.
Instead, the bill will allow for the appointment of
more water police. I hope they are all 6 feet 6 inches
tall and have moustaches and black hair so that we
can recognise them!
I now conclude by mentioning clause 21. If ever I
have heard people scream and moan and groan, it
has been about retrospectivity! When that lot sat on
this side, they screamed and jumped up and down
about any legislation that was remotely
retrospective. I once saw the member for
Momington almost have a heart seizure when the
former Labor government suggested introducing
something retrospectively. I am sorry he is not here;
but I am sure one of his colleagues will pass on to
him what I have to say. I know he will take it
because he does not often fail to take up a challenge.
The second-reading speech says:
Clause 21 enables such amendments be retrospective to
the date on which the transfers took effect to reflect the
reality of dealings since disaggregation.

Is that not a lovely sounding set of words? Even
with the best will in the world you would be hard
pressed to say it, let alone understand it. That part of
the second-reading speech implies that if the
government has made mistakes it can fix. them up
retrospectively. That is an insult to the Westminster
system. If the Westminster system has taught us
anything, it has taught us to be wary of retrospective
legislation because inevitably it catches the people
who are least able to deal with it. I am pleased to be
opposing this bill because - Mr Steggall- That is not like you.
Mr HAMILTON - I have a record in shadow
cabinet of coming into this Parliament and
supporting only one bill.

The bill does not improve or guarantee to improve
the supply of water or the disposal of waste water. It
certainly does not guarantee that our bills will
decrease; in fact, everyone knows that charges are
increasing and that river management will incur
extra charges. The management of the system will be
weakened, which the bill does nothing to address.
What it does do is enable the government to duck
and dodge and continue on in the name of
commercialisation. That is what is wrong with it: the
bill forgets about the user.

Mr Steggall inteIjected.
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Mr HAMILTON - I am pleased the honourable
member for Swan Hill has inteIjected because every
one of the farmers he represents will be slugged
with a couple of hundred bucks whether they like it
or not - and it will not matter what size farms they
have. The cost will be the same for wheat farmers
and those who work on small, highly intensive
farms. It does not matter whether I live in Toorak or
Churchill - although I am not likely to live in
Toorak - I will pay the $25 household payment.

The bill is a regressive attack on ordinary people.
The government does not understand. It talks about
user-pays but has no concept at all of the ability of
the user to pay. When the people who live in
Brighton and Toorak are charged what they are able
to pay and when the people of Morwell are charged
what they are able to pay, we may have a decent
even society that is coherent and capable of working
together.
Regressive taxation simply exacerbates the
differences between the rich and the poor, and there
is no excuse for doing that. Last Friday we spoke
about drugs and debated why people take drugs. Is
it any wonder they take drugs when half the
community sees that there is one rule for them and
another rule for the other half? Is there any wonder
they look for a way to escape? We need some
even-handedness and social justice, and the
government should be giving importance to the
necessities of life. The bill should be withdrawn and
rewritten in human terms.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) (By leave) - This
has been a fascinating and entertaining debate. Most
of it had precious little to do with the bill but that
did not reduce its entertainment value. I compliment
the honourable member for Coburg, who alone of all
the speakers on that side of the house managed to
draw some distinction between privatisation and
corporatisation. His contribution lacked logic in the
light of the policy of the previOUS government, but at
least he made the first step towards appreciating the
bill.

The comments I made in my interrupted
non-contribution related to issues addressed by the
opposition that simply represented the usual
diatribe against privatisation and were singularly
lacking in any understanding of the commercial
world. For example, the honourable member for
Bendigo West argued that entering into a contract
under which the Coliban Region Water Authority
contracts a wide range of its activities to a private
sector company is a step towards privatisation.
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Indeed, binding any future owner of that business to
a particular contractor for a considerable portion of
the operation and activities of the board would tend
to suggest it would be extremely difficult to privatise
the business, because a potential competitor could
have effective control of most of the operational
aspects of the business. Just as the argument from
the honourable member for Bundoora displayed a
lamentable lack of any understanding of the
commercial world, so did that of the honourable
member for Bendigo West.
There was an array of comments against the concept
of user-pays or redistribution of charges for water
between rates on the one hand, and
consumption-based charges on the other. The
argument was, by implication, between the
restructuring of the rates to components of a fixed
charge representing the fixed asset allocation and
the variable charge representing the variable cost to
the industry. In one sense it is simply too late for
that argument because it was not the current
government that began the process of moving to a
higher reliance on user-pays. When the people of
Victoria suffered the yoke of a Labor government,
the Labor Party actually commenced the process of
the introduction of a higher reliance on charging
based on consumption - indeed, an unfavourable
contrast was made with the Barwon Region Water
Authority in Geelong. Not only did the Labor Party
commence that transition, but if my memory is
correct it was actually completed under the aegis of
the former Labor government. So a number of
matters raised by the opposition do not accord with
the facts.
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consume. It is in fact shifting the cost of water from
the consumer of that water to other consumers and
is quite at random so far as the capacity to pay is
concemed. There is no evidence that defective water
meters are distributed only to those who cannot
afford to pay for water. It may well be that by virtue
of maintaining defective meters we are forcing the
poor to pay for water consumed by somebody who
has the capacity to pay for it.
All those arguments are at odds with what the Labor
Party stood for when in government. They are at
odds with commonsense, and they are probably at
odds with equity. They certainly cannot be
guaranteed to accord with equity. There is no issue
of privatisation here. The government has made it
clear that, with the possible exception of some small
irrigator systems which might be transferred to the
users, the government has no plan to introduce
privatisation of the water industry. Indeed the very
steps used by opposition speakers in this debate to
argue that there is a prospect of water privatisation
are utterly incompatible with any movement to
privatise in the foreseeable future.
On the government's current program, even by the
year 2002 the reliance on water by consumption
charging will still represent only 50 per cent of the
revenue of the industry, scarcely a situation
compatible with full economic operation or a basis
for privatisation. It is highly unlikely that any
government, irrespective of its ambition and
irrespective of whether it was a Labor government
that had a reconversion on the road to Damascus
and went back to the principles it stood for when
previously in government, would seriously consider
privatisation of metropolitan water until well into
the next century.

Labor members explicitly recanted the philosophy
pursued for very sound policy reasons by the former
Labor government. I distinctly remember the
Honourable Steve Crabb standing exactly where I
stand now arguing the merits of the policy. A kernel
of truth showed through Steve Crabb's words when
he made the point that the commercial disciplines of
the industry would be greatly enhanced by relying
on a pricing regime that not completely but more
closely related the charge for water to the actual
amount of water consumed.

In relation to the specific matter of the observations
of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee I
make two points. The first is that the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources, my colleague who is the
minister responsible for the bill, is in the course of
preparing a formal response. I should not wish to
transgress on his territory; he will make that
response in the normal way in the near future.

The government has been accused of somehow
shifting water costs by promoting the replacement of
defective meters for water with more accurate
meters. The reverse is the case. If in fact the old
meter is underregistering the amount of water
consumed, it is undoing the equity the Labor Party
itself advocated when in government of charging
people on a basis that is related to the water they

I do not wish to be churlish about the Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee. I know it works
under some difficulty with timing and resources, as
we all do, but in fact it requested a response from
the minister on the very day it delivered its report on
the bill. The minister would have been acting with
great alacrity if he had been able to investigate and
formulate a proper response to the committee on the
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time scale it requested. Nonetheless a response will
be made, and I am sure the committee's concern will
be assuaged.
I thank honourable members for their contributions
to the debate. What they lacked in relevance they
certainly made upfor in colour, and they ensured an
entertaining afternoon.
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Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Oauses 1 to 7 agreed to.
Oause8

House divided on motion:
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

Ayes, 54
Andrighetto, Mr
Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Burke,Ms
CIark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Dean, Or
Dixon,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Jasper,Mr
Jenkins,Mr
John,Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Lean, Mr (Teller)
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McCall,Ms
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr

MacleUan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr AF.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Shardey, Mrs (Teller)
Smith, Mr E.R
Smith, Mr LW.
Spry,Mr
SteggaII, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Wells,Mr

Noes, 26
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Bracks,Mr
Cameron,Mr
Campbell,Ms
Carli,Mr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham. Mr
Garbutt,Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton, Mr
Hulls,Mr
Kosky,Ms

Motion agreed to.

Langdon,Mr
Leighton, Mr
Lim, Mr (Teller)
Loney,Mr
Maddigan, Mrs (Teller)
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Savage,Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Wilson,Mrs

1.

Clause 8, page 7, line 20, omit "duly" and insert
"duty".

2.

Clause 8, page 7, line 26, omit "duly" and insert
"duty".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 9 to 26 agreed to.
Reported to house with amendments.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

SUPERANNUATION ACTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 16 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - The opposition
supports this bill and has no argument with the
substantive nature of it or the matters contained in
it. The bill contains a large number of changes, some
of which are an extension of those already pursued
by the gove.nunent in consolidating superannuation
schemes, including those that individual public
sector agencies have as their own. It consolidates
those into an all-of-govemment range.
The legislation takes account of commonwealth
legislative changes that require some regulation of
schemes, particularly to regulate under
commonwealth legislation the Gas and Fuel
Superannuation Fund, the Pharmaceutical
Organisations Superannuation Fund, the Victorian
Electricity Industry Superannuation Fund, the Water
Industry Superannuation Fund and the Zoological
Board of Victoria Superannuation Fund. Those five
funds will come under the commonwealth
legislation as regulated funds, as is required by the
commonwealth legislation. That complementary
change in this bill is supported by the opposition.
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The bill also requires remaining superannuation
schemes to meet the complementary Victorian
requirements. I applaud the initiative of the
Treasurer and I hope this will be a precedent for
other outsourcing or privatised arrangements in the
state.
The bill allows the former Public Transport
Corporation employees at the railway workshops in
Bendigo to transfer their superannuation
entitlements to their new employer, Goninan and
Co. Ltd. To date that facility has not been available
to employees affected by privatisation and creates a
precedent that I hope will be used by industrial
partners, employees, unions and employers when
further outsourcing occurs in the public sector. This
initiative will protect and support the workers of the
former railway workshops in Bendigo after Goninan
takes over. It recognises that their superannuation
funds should be preserved and that the state should
transfer that coverage.
As the honourable member for Bendigo West
knows, the employees at the Bendigo railway
workshops faced a difficult time in deciding whether
to support the privatisation of the workshops
through the takeover of their work by Goninan.
Considerable debate raged in Bendigo about the
takeover, and the Bendigo Advertiser editorials were
full of comment on that contentious matter.

One resolution of the employees was to reject the
takeover of their work by Goninan, although many
supported the takeover. The government said, 'We
will support the transference of your
superannuation benefits that previously accrued in
the state scheme as employees of the Public
Transport Corporation and will recognise those
benefits in the privatised company'.
All workers would benefit if the Treasurer could
ensure that a similar provision was made for them in
other outsourced companies in the future. The
opposition supports the arrangement in the bill
which allows the employees to transfer their
superannuation rights to the different
superannuation funds. I note that the rationalisation
of remaining superannuation schemes in Victoria
has meant that the number of schemes has been
reduced from 33 to 17. The reduction was reached
on a bipartisan basis and more reform will reduce
those superannuation schemes even further. The
opposition supports that rationalisation.
The other provisions in the bill amend the
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund.
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There has been more comment about that by the
media than by the government or the opposition,
but the opposition supports the changes to the
anomalous situation that occurred in certain
circumstances under the fund, particularly the
arrangement that allowed members of Parliament to
receive their entitlements if they left at a general
election rather than at a by-election. My
understanding is that it would not cost the state any
additional money. It means simply that members of
Parliament do not have to be defeated at
preselection or stand for another seat in order to get
the proper benefit. That clears up an anomaly in that
members of Parliament can plan for their future on
the basis that they can leave at a general election
without having to find due cause for leaving which
may be inappropriate.
The change to the parliamentary superannuation
fund would mean that members of Parliament who
have served for 20.5 years or more do not have to
contribute the parliamentarian's salary contribution
to their fund because that 11.5 per cent contribution
does not accrue to provide any benefit. That
anomaly should be fixed, and we support it. I point
out that at this stage it does not benefit the
opposition. We do not have any members who are
close to having served 20.5 years. I understand that
the benefit would accrue to $9500 annually. It is not
really a benefit but an anomaly.
I note that it will benefit some members of the
government such as the Premier and others who
have attained that length of service. The timing is
intriguing. We do not oppose the legislation: it is
interesting that it has been introduced now when it
does not advantage anyone on the opposition side,
but that is simply a quirk of fate. It applies only to an
honourable member's salary as a member of
Parliament, but if that member holds senior
positions such as Speaker or minister he would
contribute for the time he held that position. That
extra contribution accrues to his benefit.
As we all know, the bill seeks to remove an
unfunded liability in the parliamentary
superannuation fund. I do not have the particular
period to hand. A case could be put that the
$9500 that would be contributed by some members
of Parliament after 20.5 years of service might assist
in meeting that unfunded liability in the scheme.
The opposition is not necessarily putting that
argument, but it could be put as a way of trying to
assist with the present unfunded liability scheme.
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As I said at the outset, the opposition does not
oppose the rationalisation of the public sector
schemes or the move from 33 to 17 public sector
superannuation funds. The opposition applauds the
move at the Bendigo workshops where the
transferred workers are able to move the value of
their defined benefit to a complying fund. That is a
good benefit that I hope will be extended to other
outsourced and privatised areas in the state. The
opposition supports bringing into the net under the
commonwealth legislation arrangements for the five
schemes in the state regime that will need to comply
if the commonwealth legislation on regulated funds
is to apply. The opposition supports changes to the
anomalies in the parliamentary superannuation
fund.
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Various bills that have been introduced in the past
three and a half years reflect the improved means of
addressing superannuation across the broader
spectrum. I thank the opposition for its support of
the bill and commend it to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply

The opposition supports the bill and believes it will
improve the management of superannuation
schemes across the public sector, including those for
parliamentarians, and particularly welcomes the
initiative taken at the Bendigo workshops and hopes
it is a precedent.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - As the minister at the table, I
thank the opposition for its support of the
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, which will
have an impact on public sector superannuation.
This is one of several bills introduced since the
Kennett government came to office in 1992 that have
addressed some of the anomalies in superannuation
schemes across Victoria.
We welcome the opposition's support. The
honourable member for Williamstown raised the
20-year rule that has been known for some time to be
anomalous in that after that period there is no
benefit to the person contributing the continuing
payment. As the honourable member indicated, the
beneficiaries are predominantly the long-term
servers on the government side, but I point out, as
was pointed out to me by the honourable member
for Box Hill, that a similar benefit arises from clause
64. The position of the Leader of Her Majesty's
Opposition in the Legislative Council has been
added to the number of officers of the Crown of the
Parliament. That shows that the bill is looking to
improve the scheme relating to the public sector and
parliamentarians and that this reforming
government is continuing to address those
anomalies to ensure a more equitable program for
superannuation, particularly for parliamentary
officers.

Debate resumed from 16 May; motion of
Mr DIXON (Dromana) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - In
contributing to the address-in-reply to the
Governor's speech allow me to record my
congratulations to the Speaker on his return to that
high position after an absence of some 14 years. I
have had the opportunity of working closely with
the Speaker on the Public Bodies Review Committee
and have found him to be a gentleman in every
sense of the word. I am sure he will bring
respectability to the position as well as his unique
ability to make judgments that will benefit all
members of the house.

I offer my congratulations to you, Mr Acting
Speaker, on your continuing in the position of
Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees.
During the past four years I have found you to be a
very reasonable person when it comes to making
rulings from the chair. I look forward to working
even more closely with you during this the
53rd Parliament, particularly as I have had the
honour of being asked to act as temporary or acting
chairman from time to time.
I also offer my congratulations to all the new
members who have been elected to this place as a
result of the state election on 30 March. It was
refreshing to hear their contributions to this debate.
What was even more refreshing was that new
members on the government side restrained
themselves this time from pledging their loyalty and
that of their constituents to Her Majesty the Queen. I
appreciate that there has been some movement in
this regard, particularly through the republican
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debate in this country. I hope those attitudes have
been adopted by the Liberal Party and that when the
constitutional convention takes place we can think
positively about addressing the issue and look
forward to a new republic in the not-too-distant
future.
At this point I record my appreciation to the
electorate of Mill Park for returning me to office at
the March 1996 election with a vastly increased
majority over that of the 1992 election. It was
personally very satisfying that 11 per cent more
people found it within their hearts and minds to
support me at this election than in 1992.
Mr Bracks - Eleven per cent?

Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - It was an 11 per
cent primary swing, I might point out. It was in fact
a 2.5 per cent improvement on a two-party preferred
vote! I also place on the public record my
appreciation of the hard work of my campaign
committee and all the friends of the Labor Party who
assisted me during the campaign in bringing about
that result. As everyone is aware, it was a unique
election in that the election campaign period of
25 days was perhaps one of the shortest on record.
One can understand the Premier taking advantage
of a federal election just having finished and
launching straight into a state campaign. It seems to
have borne fruit for him in that the government was
re-elected.
Personally I found the 25-day campaign period a bit
short. It did not allow for some of the traditional
campaigning methods we have been used to in the
past. It was difficult for public meetings involving
all the candidates to be arranged at short notice,
which is an aspect of the election I missed. As we
progress it is becoming more obvious that election
campaigns will be shorter and fought mainly
through the electronic media or the box without the
personal intimacy of the past.
Having said that, I make some observations about
the conduct of the election by the Victorian Electoral
Commission. It was disturbing, to say the least, that
the electoral commission - obviously as a
cost-cutting measure imposed by this government chose not to open an electorate office in every
electorate but rather to have shared offices with
neighbouring electorates. In the case of Mill Park
that proved to be extremely burdensome on my
constituents, particularly those who wanted to
exercise a vote by attending prior to the election
date. The office location in the Bundoora electorate
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was remote, and where public transport links were
inadequate voting was an inconvenience.

As a candidate, judging by the large number of
complaints I received it disturbed me that there
seemed to be a long delay turning over applications
for the people who had applied to vote through the
post at that electorate office. I spent an extraordinary
amount of time responding to those sorts of queries.
Judging by conversations that I have had with other
members that seemed to be a feature of the election
this time. I guess the solution is simple: it is a matter
of resourcing the Victorian Electoral Commission
adequately so that it has an office within each
electorate and sufficient personnel to be able to
conduct things such as postal vote applications.
Nevertheless I acknowledge the Mill Park and
Bundoora returning officer, Mrs Olive Nelms, for
her work and particularly for her responses to all the
inquiries that I threw onto her as a result of my
constituents contacting me. As I said, it is not the
fault of individuals that these things happen; it is
due to inadequate resourcing and reduced staff
numbers.
I also place on the public record how much more
enjoyable it was this time to be involved in an
election campaign without some of the
vindictiveness - and I stress it was personal
vindictiveness - that seemed to be forthcoming
in 1992 from some of my opponents in Mill Park.
Although I cannot wish any of those candidates who
stood against me better luck next time, I certainly
wish them longevity and a healthy life.
I will now examine some of the issues which were
raised during the election campaign and which
affect the electorate of Mill Park. Needless to say, the
issues that dominated the election were those we
candidates placed before the electors. I reiterate
something I said when I was r~lected in 1992: the
main issue for Mill Park is the future of Epping
hospital. Prior to leaving office in 1992 Labor made a
commitment through the purchase of land in Cooper
Street, Epping, to provide a 300-bed hospital in the
electorate. I am glad to see the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management is in the
chamber because, as the former Minister for Health,
she is well aware of the matter.
The former minister visited the northern suburbs on
two occasions and each time announced that the
Epping hospital project would proceed, and I have
no doubt it will. During the election campaign it was
made abundantly clear, not only to the constituents
of Mill Park but also to the constituents of the
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neighbouring seats of Yan Yean and Thomastown,
that something is expected to happen quickly rather
than slowly. I hope the new Minister for Health will
move swiftly to sort out the few remaining problems
with the contracting out of the works and that things
will commence fairly soon.

Education wants the local community to be
cooperative, which it has been in disseminating
information and coming to terms with the
relocation, the government must ensure that proper
funding is provided in the forthcoming budget to
bring it about.

Another issue that seemed to dominate the local
campaign was schools. As I have said previously,
Mill Park is in a growth corridor. New housing is
constantly going up and young families are
constantly moving in, so there is need for
infrastructure in the form of new schools. During its
slash-and-bum days following the 1992 election the
government suspended a number of projects.
Unfortunately, that meant the scrapping of the
proposed Mill Park North Primary School. The
resultant sale of the property has meant that the only
existing school, Mill Park Heights Primary School,
has to cope with ever-rising enrolments. It is no
secret that the school will end up with an enrolment
of 1200 children if the new school does not go ahead.

The third issue that dominated the election
campaign in Mill Park was an old favourite,
transport. On numerous occasions I have outlined to
the house the drastic transport shortages in growth
areas such as Mill Park. Although the Minister for
Transport has tried to rearrange some of the bus
routes so that they go further outwards, Mill Park
still requires a substantial increase in resources and
additional services. Needless to say the extension of
the tramline to Childs Road, Mill Park, is one issue
that will not go away.

In scrapping the proposal the government chose to
look at a number of options. One was to relocate the
South Morang Primary School to a new site on
Gorge Road to cater for the demand resulting from
the new subdivision at South Morang. The
government also looked at moving Bundoora
Primary School from its current site at Plenty Road
and relocating it in the Blossom Park estate.
Members of the local community and I have tried to
come to terms with those decisions, and a lot of
work has gone into the relocation, particularly the
relocation of Bundoora Primary School to its new
site in Blossom Park. However, I was distressed by a
letter I received from the secretary of the Bundoora
Primary School council, dated 29 May 1996. The
secretary is critical of the government, and I will
briefly quote from the letter:
The school council and school community feel
extremely disappointed that funding for the relocation
was not provided. A lot of time and effort was put into
gaining community support for the relocation.

The letter goes on to ask me to do everything I can to
bring about the relocation. Currently, Bundoora
Primary School is located on the corner of the Ring
Road in Plenty Road. I accept some of the arguments
as to why it should be relocated to Blossom Park.
Firstly, the relocation will absorb some of the growth
that is going on further north; and secondly, there is
the issue of the appropriateness of having a primary
school next to a freeway and a major arterial road in
Plenty Road. But, if the Directorate of School

I thought the Minister for Transport was vindictive
in taking $5 million out of the total allocation of
$17 million under the Better Cities program, which
was provided by the former federal Labor
government, and siphoning it off to other projects. I
believe one of those projects was the extension of the
tramline in Spring Street. We look forward to the
day when the minister makes good his siphoning off
and extends the Bundoora tramline so that it
terminates where it rightly should - that is, in the
middle of the Mill Park electorate at Childs Road.
That will allow my community of some 30 000 access
to another mode of transport, which is badly needed.

Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.04 p.m.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Before the
suspension of the sitting I was outlining some of the
issues, particularly public transport issues, that
arose during the state election campaign and
explaining how they affected the electorate of Mill
Park.

I now turn from the public transport needs in my
electorate to the topic of road infrastructure. The
house is well aware of the ring-road project, which
was initiated by the former Labor government
almost 10 years ago. That project has been continued
by the present government, predominantly, I guess,
because it has no choice, given that it is funded by
the federal government. With the imminent opening
of the Geelong Ring Road interchange, and with
only the section between the Tullamarine Freeway
and the Maribymong River to be completed, that
project is near completion. As funding has been
secured and it is only a matter of time before it is
complete, there should be no need to reiterate the
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economic benefits of the project for the western and
northern suburbs. They include a direct connection
to the rest of the city and easy access for the
constituents of Mill Park to the jobs that are to be
found in the industrial west.
Members should be aware that the ring-road project
does not begin and end where federal funding
begins and ends - that is, with the section between
the Princes Highway and the Hume Highway - but
extends to Greensborough in the east. The funding
for the section between Greensborough and Plenty
Road was secured some time ago, and it was opened
shortly after the 1992 election. I give credit where it
is due: this government allocated funds for a further
stage of that project - that is, the section between
Plenty Road and Dalton Road, right in the middle of
Mill Park. That will near completion in the next six
to eight months and is expected to be opened early
in 1997.
However, after its completion we will have the
ludicrous situation of a magnificent project such as
the ring-road being opened all the way to the Hume
Highway, with another section from Greensborough
to Dalton Road in Mill Park, while another section
remains to be completed - what is commonly
known as the Thomastown section, the last
remaining link. It is estimated that the link will cost
between $90 million and $100 million to complete.
Although Vicroads publicly circulated the
developed plans in February this year, it is
nevertheless imperative that the government fund
the remaining section so that the project can be
completed, because as I said, it will open up the
northern and western suburbs.
The City of Whittlesea has made representations to
both the new Minister for Roads and Ports in the
other place, the Honourable Geoff Craige, and me,
and we are well aware of the requirements.
Although the minister represents Whittlesea, it is
incumbent on me as the member for Mill Park to
place on the record the City of Whittlesea's request
for an assurance that the project will not be delayed
and that the forthcoming budget will contain
funding for the remaining section of the ring-road so
that work can continue immediately after the current
roadworks are completed.
The City of Whittlesea also wants a particular
section of the road to run underground - the
section which is planned to go over High Street in
Thomastown and which straddles the electorates of
Mill Park and Thomastown - because another
bridge over High Street would be visually
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displeasing. According to the funding figures
provided by the City of Whittlesea the costs
associated with the underground road would be
only $4 million, which is not much in a project that
has already cost $750 million. I implore the minister
to see his way clear to granting that request by the
City of Whittlesea.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I should say the
commissioners of the City of Whittlesea have not
been influenced much by me. They are
commissioners appointed by the government to
administer that city and I do not want to label them,
but if I were asked to make a judgment I would say
they are no different from the whole host of other
appointments the government has made around the
state.

As the Premier is in the chamber I wish to place on
record that we should well remember his statement
about the forgotten people during the election
campaign. I represent an electorate that is at the
lower end of the socioeconomic scale, and if the
Premier had meant what he said about the forgotten
people I would have expected him to be taking them
on board during the government's second term of
office.
In closing, I stress to the Premier that we intend to
pursue him on his promise to look after the
forgotten people, and we expect to see some positive
allocation so that we can have outcomes that
improve our health services and education.
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - It is with pleasure
that I join the debate on the address-in-reply to the
Governor's speech. It is also a pleasure to have been
returned for a third time to represent the 50 000
people of the Shepparton electorate in the wonderful
Goulbum Valley, the food bowl of Victoria. And it is
a great pleasure as a National Party member to be
part of a government that has in unprecedented
terms turned around Victoria to return it to its
rightful pOSition of the greatest state in Australia. As
the Governor mentioned in his speech, we are
building on what we have achieved through
working together in a partnership and we can look
forward to going into the next century with
optimism.

No longer are we the butt of interstate jokes. Now
when we go interstate people say they must come
down to see what we have done and find out how
we have been able, for example, to turn around
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health and education and sell the electricity industry
to give Victorians a better future. As members of
Parliament we have put our shoulders to the wheel
and will continue to build on the strength we have
gained over the past three and a half years in
government. Certainly it was not an easy time. Some
people in our electorates took time to understand
that changes were necessary and to discover that the
changes delivered the benefits we told them they
would.
The Governor said in his speech that one of
Victoria's greatest strengths is its cultural diversity.
In Shepparton 40 per cent of the population have
come from other countries. The way people work
together in our community must be seen to be
believed. Greeks and Italians came to take up small
orchard blocks on the outskirts of Shepparton in the
19405 and 19505. They are magnificent people in our
community, and their sons and grandsons are
continuing to contribute to the community and to
support each other and the government as we go
forward into the next century. They are enriching
our society, and I am pleased to be associated with
them. In the near future we will be building in
Shepparton a multicultural hostel to support ethnic
people in their old age as they revert to their native
tongues and want to be with their countrymen and
women.
There has been a major turnaround in the economics
in country Victoria. There could be no better
evidence of this than what I saw when I travelled
around with the government's rural development
committee to see what was being achieved in
country Victoria. We went to the Latrobe Valley and
saw the changes made to the electricity industry. For
example, Siemens Ltd, which previously worked
under the SEC, has been privatised and now
employs 65 as against 120 previously. The outcome
from that company has improved by more than
45 per cent, which shows what can happen when
private enterprise moves in and gives people the
opportunity to work better. It is tremendous to see
that sort of thing throughout country Victoria.
I look around my electorate and see the money spent
on infrastructure. We must continue to build on that.
One of the black spots on the road between
Shepparton and Benal1a was notorious for trucks
turning over. More than $35 000 was spent on a new
bridge that made a bad turn into a nice bend called
Baxter's Bend after the minister who provided the
funds for the work. We are continuing to build
better roads.
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Country people know the benefit they will derive
from the Oty link project. People from the
Goulburn Valley send their produce overseas
through Victorian ports, and they will gain
significantly as their produce will be carried by truck
to the markets via the Western Bypass and City
link. The produce will arrive in the best possible
condition because it will have travelled on good
roads and will not have suffered damage. It will
reach the wharves as quickly as possible and will be
sent to fresh markets overseas, and it is hoped that
markets will increase in the future.
Oty link will be of enormous benefit to country
Victoria. We will have a straight-through run from
Shepparton to Gippsland and will skirt the city from
Broadmeadows to the other side of Dandenong. We
will not have to drive through suburban streets or
stop at traffic lights. Country Victorians will not
mind paying a toll to use Oty Link because it will
save in wear and tear on our vehicles and on petrol.
We look forward with optimism to the completion of
that project. It will be of benefit not only to city
people but also to country Victorians.

In country Victoria we have seen a growth in the job
market like never before. It is interesting that more
jobs have been created per capita in country Victoria
than in the city, and that is because the confidence of
country Victorians has been renewed. People see
that they have a future and they are prepared to
employ extra hands. Small business has been a great
part of that, and more than 10 000 small businesses
have started up in Victoria, many of them in country
Victoria where people now realise they have the
ability to succeed. They know they have a
government that supports them, that thinks
seriously about business and that will help them to
work for themselves and employ others.
Many of the people who took redundancy packages
in the system introduced by the government have
gone into small businesses. They enjoy working for
themselves and appreciate the amount of money
they now earn. Many packages were offered in
education, and what has happened to our education
system? We heard the doom and gloom of the
teacher unions and the opposition. However, under
the new system schools have global budgets and
they decide for themselves the best way to operate
their schools. A school council can work out the best
way for its curriculum to run to suit the needs of the
particular school, its students and the parents of
those students. We are now considering the pursuit
of excellence by students and are providing through
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the education system a sound knowledge base that
will see our children progress well into the future.
As I travel around the schools in my electorate I
meet regularly with the principals who report on the
differences in their schools brought about by satellite
communications. When I visit smaller schools in the
electorate I see students in classes looking at the very
information available in city schools that they could
never get before. Small country schools now have
the same satellite communication beamed into their
classrooms as that beamed into city schools. Now as
never before country students enjoy the same types
of classes that city students have enjoyed over the
years.

The world is changing and the government
understands how much it is changing. We have been
able to put computer systems into schools. It has
been tremendous to go to schools and see students
communicating with overseas students. Our
children are growing up in a world of computers
that my generation never thought possible. I believe
we are preparing them for the education of the
future and the business of the future. I am sure we
are giving them a great opportunity to prepare
themselves for a successful future.
One of the important things the government has
done is return the schools into the hands of the
principals. A principal is now able to operate his or
her school without the assistance of the former
school committee. Obviously the principal will do
that in conjunction with the vice-principal and
senior staff of the school, but it is up to the principal
to work as a manager to operate the school in the
way he or she sees fit for the benefit of the
community. Principals always do that in cooperation
with school councils, and school councillors have a
vital input into the way the schools are operating.
Another important initiative of the government over
the past three and a half years that will be improved
upon is the work in the youth area. In my own
electorate a program supported by the former
Minister responsible for Youth Affairs is known as
the bridge program because it builds a bridge
between the community and the people who are in
trouble. The program was formed with a wonderful
group of people from the community to try to
understand the problems of youth, to try to help
homeless youth and to run programs so that young
people could come into a centralised area in
Shepparton and talk to people who could help them
with education or health problems or give them
directions for the future.
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The bridge program has been one of the great
successes which emanated from the regional youth
council the former minister introduced. The
members of that council were able to home in on
what was needed for our youth. I am pleased to say
we have a very successful program and I thank the
former minister for the support he gave to the youth
of the Goulburn Valley.
As I drive around my electorate I see many
examples of something the government is building
on particularly well and something it will continue
to build on in the future - that is the health sector. I
am pleased to see the former Minister for Health in
the chamber because it was due to her support and
understanding that the psychiatric centre is being
moved from the centre of Shepparton to a new area
at the Goulburn Valley Base Hospital site. That will
be a magnificent facility and will provide wonderful
support for psychiatric patients in the Goulburn
Valley. In the past the psychiatric centre has been
able to care for many people, but there will be more
beds available at the new site. That will certainly
improve the care for the psychiatrically ill in the
Goulburn Valley.
At the same time as that centre approaches
completion another builder's fencing is being
erected next to the psychiatric centre where about
$9 million will be spent on extended care for the
Goulburn Valley Base Hospital to vastly improve its
acute services. Although the Goulburn Valley Base
Hospital seems to be fairly new it is 15 to 20 years
old and its services soon become redundant as
practices and technology changed. Additional
support was desperately needed. It is due to the
support of the former Minister for Health and the
understanding of her department that this new
building will provide a greatly improved health
service in the Goulburn Valley, a base hospital
which is managed magnificently and which
provides wonderful support for a vast area around
the Goulburn Valley up to New South Wales,
throughout north~astem Victoria and down to
Melbourne. I am proud of the facilities at the
Goulburn Valley Base Hospital, and we are now
building on those facilities and opportunities to
provide the people of the Goulburn Valley with top
health care.
Another thing we are building on is the education of
the medical staff in country Victoria. The Goulburn
Valley Base Hospital in Shepparton is now taking
part in the telemedicine program network - -

Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

Tuesday, 4 June 1996

ASSEMBLY

Mr KILGOUR - The network is delivered to
Shepparton, Horsham and other areas of country
Victoria. The telemedicine program is giving great
support to the surgeons and doctors of country
Victoria, enabling them to be right up with the latest
techniques in medicine. I am sure that program will
be of enormous benefit not only to the city but to
country Victoria as well. Doctors will benefit greatly
from telemedicine.

Last weekend I visited Tatura for the opening of the
extended hospital - it is just a small hospital, an
annexe to the Goulburn Valley Base Hospital- and
saw the result of the money spent there to provide
the people of Tatura with greater health benefits. On
my way back I pointed out to the people in the car
with me the fact that five years ago the land we were
passing was an absolute bog that was covered with
rushes and reeds and not productive. Two crops of
tomatoes in succession have now come off that land.
The land has been laser-graded to be put into
pasture for feeding cattle. That has happened
because of the government's support of the salinity
program in the Goulburn Valley.
Although the irrigation program was put through
the Goulburn Valley in the 1940s not enough
thought was given to how the water would be
drained. The drainage was not put in at that time
and now we have to solve the problems that have
been caused by bad drainage and salinity - that is,
the watertable rising and the salt causing trouble in
the grazing areas and particularly in areas with fruit
trees.
The former Minister for Agriculture is responsible
for providing $7 million to create a greatly improved
Institute of Sustainable Agriculture. That has given
the opportunity for the scientists of that institute to
work on the salinity program, to put the staff out
into the field and to make the farmers understand
why they must join the program. A network of
community drains is now being planned in
conjunction with the farming community.
Anybody who has worked with the farming
community will understand it is not easy, as the
former Minister for Agriculture would know, to get
farmers on side and supporting one another. The
people from the institute say that when they try to
work with groups of farmers to get the salinity
drains built, usually 8 out of 10 work well but
always a few will not see the value in it and question
why they should spend their money.
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The institute personnel found it difficult to work
with those farmers, but now that the farmers have
seen the productive land and what can happen
when they drain not only irrigation land but also dry
land that becomes waterlogged when there is 3 or 4
inches of rain, they are cooperating. Now we have
networks of community drains going into the
arterial drains and the main drainage program. We
will have more productive land in the Goulbum
Valley because the government has been able to
provide that support to make the farmers
understand the importance of providing for the
future.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - Sustainable practices are well
supported by the local member, and I am pleased
when I see what the farmers are doing in
cooperation with the community on salinity
management.
The Shepparton salinity management program has
led the way in Australia. The program swept the
community along with it because the former Oty of
Shepparton supported the program with large
contributions. It realised the future of the present
Oty of Greater Shepparton would be in jeopardy if it
did not support that program. The community has
cooperated in the program. The people have a
general understanding, but the education program
has made them understand what needs to be done to
ensure that in partnership we can establish a
tremendous future for agriculture. We are now
seeing the benefits of that program.
Today I attended a meeting with growers in the
tomato processing industry. Many growers have
improved their yield three times in the past few
years; I see a great future for them. Even some of the
fruit canneries in the Goulburn Valley such as SPC
Ltd and Ardmona Foods Ltd on certain days are
now processing more tomatoes than stoned fruit:
that has been a significant turnaround. The overseas
market for those products is growing; we are ready
to gain more markets, particularly in South-East
Asia.
Nowhere have we seen the government do a better
job than in the rationalisation of the water industry
in the Goulbum Valley. Goulburn Valley Water took
over the operations of the 12 former water boards in
the valley, many of which were inefficient and had
no vision for the future; the infrastructure of many
had never been checked out. The Tatura
infrastructure will cost millions of dollars to replace
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because the former water board of the Shire of
Rodney did not understand what was what or that it
needed to replace its infrastructure. The former
board was concerned only with not increasing the
rates, not about the future of the water industry.
Now Goulburn Valley Water has taken over and is
running the water boards to provide the necessary
expertise to examine the drainage systems to ensure
sewage is not leaking into areas where it should not
be - in many cases, it was doing so - and
spending millions of dollars to upgrade its sewerage
systems and to provide good water for industry.
The massive food industries such as Bonlac Foods
Ltd and the Tatura milk industry are an important
part of the Goulburn Valley system. They provide
food for the remainder of the world but were doing
so through a use of water that was considered below
standard. Now through Goulbum Valley Water a
group is studying the quality of water that is needed
for that industry. Goulburn Valley Water and the
government are installing water purification plants
to ensure top-quality water is available for industry.
Because Goulburn Valley Water has taken on the
debts of small water boards as a regional debt,
everybody is paying for everybody else. My water
rates in Shepparton have not increased, but the
residents of Shepparton have supported the people
of Tatura and Kyabram through the purchase of
those purification plants. We help each other and
therefore ensure the future.
I congratulate the government on implementing that
water rationalisation program, much of which was
not easily achieved. Many water boards had no
vision. They now say, 'Why didn't this happen years
ago?'. Now we have pure water available for the
food processing plants. We can produce good, clean,
top-quality food for the rest of the world and take
advantage of the expanding South-East Asian
markets.
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discharge an extra load onto the wharves daily. The
wharves handle an extra 20 per cent of cargo. The
lower wharf charges will make our food industries
in the Goulbum Valley more competitive because
they can now get their produce into markets that
could not be entered previously. The government is
proud of that fact.
I also mention the rationalisation of local
government. What happened in the Goulburn Valley
should have happened years ago. The Goulburn
Valley used to have the Shire of Rodney, the Shire of
Shepparton and the City of Shepparton as its local
government structure. For years I have said
municipalities should be combined; it was tried but
they would not cooperate.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! the
honourable member for Morwell, by interjection,
used an unparliamentary term. I ask him to
withdraw it.

Mr Hamilton - I withdraw.
Mr KILGOUR - I know that the honourable
member for Morwell is very jealous because the
government has been able to provide for Victorians
what his government could not. It is understandable
that he gets upset. I invite him to come to the
Goulburn Valley to look at what happened in local
government where Shepparton's 60 000 people enjoy
the centralised operations of the City of Greater
Shepparton. Yesterday I met with the chief executive
officer, Mr Bill Jaboor.
I look forward to next February when councillors
will be appointed to that city. That will move us into
the future not with the types of councillors we had
previously but as people who see themselves
operating like a commercial board. They will not be
the pothole and drainage councillors we knew
before who had no vision to work with.

The honourable member for Morwell will be upset
that the government has achieved a reduction in
wharf charges in Victoria - something the former
government could not achieve. In the Labor years
the good old wharfies went on their merry way: not
working for 8 hours and not having a hot-seat
changeover on the gantries, but now this
government has made provision for the wharves to
operate as they should have operated years ago.

Before I was so rudely interrupted by the
honourable member for Morwell I said the Goulburn
Valley had tried to achieve planning cooperation
between the three municipalities but the councillors
on one side of the river would not even talk to those
on the other side! Shire amalgamations were almost
impossible to achieve.

Road transports from the Goulburn Valley loaded
with the best food for the remainder of the world
can achieve a quick changeover; they can even

They would not work together then, but now all the
municipalities are coming together with the
commissioners, who have done a tremendous job for
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the City of Greater Shepparton by supporting
communities on both sides of the river and by going
out to places like Dookie, Tallygaroopna, Murchison,
Merrigum and Mooroopna. People who were
concerned about various local issues formed
community groups, and when they report the
commissioners not only take heed of what they say
but bring it to fruition. The reforms have been a
great success in the Goulbum Valley and I look
forward to that continuing when councillors are
elected next February. I hope they take up the vision
and see the Goulburn Valley safely into the future.
The past three and a half years have been a great
time for Victoria. I am proud to have been part of a
government that has been able to achieve what it set
out to achieve. We have seen Victoria's debt come
down, and the millions of dollars that were spent to
pay the interest will now be spent on vital
infrastructure such as the extension of the Goulbum
Valley Highway as a four-lane highway from
Seymour to Shepparton. That should have been
done many years ago, but this government will try
to make that happen - and I hope it will not be too
long.
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profile both in Australia and globally and increased
the confidence and pride of its people.
I want to say here and now on behalf of the people
of Sunshine and the Australian Labor Party: the
government has spent four years promising to put
Victoria back to work and promising increased
investment, but there is nothing there! The figures
show that the government's time is up! Where are
the results? Or Ed Shann of Access Economics, who
is hardly on my side of politics and who is no
left-winger, has calculated that in this term the
Victorian government has produced no net increase
in jobs. There is not one additional job to show for
the four years this government has been in office.

Of all the investment that is on offer - both
potential and set down and guaranteed for the next
few years - the total allocation for roads for
Victoria is only 12 per cent. You can run on
flim-flam and shim-sham economics and you can try
to create the illusion that a bookkeeping result is
good economics, but you will not be able to get
away with it.
Mr Jasper interjected.

We have seen fundamental changes in the way
people think about Victoria and about issues such as
education and health. There has been a change in the
culture, and that is great for the future. We will
move into the 21st century knowing we are in good
hands. I thank the Governor for the speech he made
and the understanding he has of what the
government has achieved and what it will achieve
for Victoria.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - It is a blessed relief to
follow the honourable member for Shepparton, if
only to stop the dreadful noise that emits from his
mouth. His contribution can be regarded as having
made a hole in the air, and we thank him for it.
Mr Cooper interjected.

Mr BAKER - There is my biggest fan over there
on Dinosaur Ridge! I read the Governor's address
and I extend my sympathies to His Excellency for
having to read such bilge and having to make a
living in such an unfortunate way after enjoying
such a distinguished career at the bar and on the
bench. One of the more absurd parts of the speech
that caught my eye was the suggestion that
something called a reforming government in
Victoria - we wonder what that might be - has
restored the state's economy, raised its economic

Mr BAKER - There is the mouth from the
Murray! Have a look at that mouth! It's a groper! It
is all very well to have a bookkeeping result, but that
in itself it does not produce jobs or growth. Instead
of Circus Maximus we have the circus minimus!
Behind the pop and fizz and bubble we have
economic management and achievements
proclaimed only in the bookkeeping ledger - a car
race, the nation's biggest gambling den, a tacky shed
on the Yarra, footlights and low-grade stardust and,
whenever the Great Trumpeter himself is in trouble,
the price tags on his wife's dresses.
Last week the Great Trumpeter managed to combine
two of those variables in one pathetic announcement
when, in his usual role as spruiker for the mob, he
mentioned something called the lyric theatre. Guess
where this lyric theatre will be! At the casino, of
course. Nothing happens in this state unless it is at
the casino. H the Great Trumpeter is the spruiker for
the mob, the Treasurer must be its bookkeeper. They
talk about the so-called economic miracle that has
been proclaimed here, but let's sprinkle in some facts
and see how Victoria is going according to the
methods used by economists rather than those used
by the spin doctors that operate the government's
PRmachlne.
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Any hint of recovery in Victoria in the past three to
four years has been driven, all the analysts say and
all the numbers show, by consumer spending. There
is a trap to that and the Treasurer's own subsequent
gloomy budget forecast indicates that we cannot go
on much longer relying on a consumption-led
recovery. It is a bit like a snap sunlight. That
consumption spending has been driven largely by
the consequence of the increase in interest rates
allowing people who were not carrying a great deal
of debt to increase their spending and, more gravely,
by a lot of ordinary citizens taking up a greater
proportion of debt at a high level of interest on their
credit cards. All the trends suggest that the bubble is
about to burst, so where does that leave us?
When you look at the real nitty-gritty indicators that
all economists need to look at to assist an economic
performance of the kind we are looking at in
Victoria, you see that spending on critical plant and
equipment has lagged well behind that in New
South Wales, which is not healthy. Mining output is
set to stagnate through the next decade. Bass Strait
oil production is expected to stabilise or decline,
which is another bad sign. We all know, as does the
government, and I tend to support those levels of
prediction, that our highly protected manufacturing
industries - motor vehicles, textile, clothing and
footwear - will have tariffs cut by one-third by the
end of the decade. There are no propositions; there is
nothing happening on the other side apart from the
flim-flam and the tinsel that we see daily with the
Great Trumpeter. Apart from that event-led type of
approach to economics there is nothing of substance
that I can see or that can be offered by the
government to overcome the grave consequences of
the devastating effect on our manufacturing
industries which, as I have said, have been our major
mass employers. That is the nature of the Victoria
that we and the two or three generations before us
have been brought up with. It is our strength.
Although the world is changing and there is a sign
that intellectually driven industries are arising in a
major share in Victoria, they do not offer
employment to the same extent that the hard-core
stock-manufacturing industrial base has always
done here. As I said, when you look at where the
investment is going around Australia you see that of
the $142 billion worth of planned and potential
investment projects, identified once again by Access
Economics in a publication called Instant Investment
Monitor, only $17 billion or 12 per cent is coming to
Victoria. That is a dim picture indeed. The Treasurer,
great spin doctor though he is, has reinforced that

Tuesday, 4 June 1996

picture with his own recent autumn economic
statement to the Parliament.
Look at the miserable projections that are offered in
table 2.1 at page 15 of the statement headed 'Recent
Trends in Activity - Victoria'. They are expressed
as percentage increases on the previous period,
except when indicated. Consumption for the second
half of 1995, up 1.3 per cent; dwelling investment,
down 1.3 per cent; equipment investment, down 2.3
per cent; public sector demand, down 22 per cent;
total final demand, up 0.7 per cent; gross state
product, up 2.5 per cent; employment, up 0.8 per
cent of 1 per cent; labour force, up 0.6 per cent of
1 per cent, and an unacceptable unemployment rate
of 8.3 per cent.
Let me talk about the unemployment rate in tenns of
the human consequences: what it means for young
Victorians starting out as they are travelling through
the life cycle. Let us look at those who are starting to
enter the work force and then at the next age group
beyond them who are starting to think about settling
down, consolidating their lives and careers and
perhaps thinking about starting families and buying
their first homes. The overall unemployment rate in
Victoria for that first group of 20 to 24-year-olds is
13.7 per cent - and you can't say people don't want
to work at that age. These are only the disclosed
figures; they do not include the people who have
become dispirited, Mr Acting Speaker, as you know
from your electorate and mine and who give the
game away and do not register any more. With the
addition of the hidden unemployment factor that
figure is likely, I suggest conservatively, to be closer
to 16 or 17 per cent. We then look at the 25 to
34-year-olds, the people who are starting to build or
should be starting to build a solid life for themselves
and their families. The unemployment figure overall
is 7.8 per cent, which is outrageous. Twenty years
ago we would not have lived with that. I am not
sure what figure we should live with today, but I
think 5 per cent is about reasonable.
On the estimates I have seen, for Victoria to get
anywhere near an unemployment rate of 5 per cent
by the end of the millennium we would need to
create something like another 120 000 jobs between
now and then. I do not see that happening and
neither does the Treasurer, on his own forecast. So
we have a government that is blowing the trumpet,
hanging the tinsel, playing the drum, dancing to the
fife and throwing the streamers around, yet its
prognosis is extremely gloomy.
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In my area of the outer western Melbourne region
the unemployment rate in the 20 to 24-year-old
group, according to the Australian Bureau of
Statistics starting figures, is 18.7 per cent, which is
absolutely shocking. When the Labor government
held office Victoria had the lowest unemployment
rate in the country for about six or seven years. So
easily do the members opposite forget that. The
unemployment figure for 20 to 24-year-olds in the
north-west of Melbourne is 20.3 per cent. Again, no
society can continue to tolerate unemployment at
those levels. It is a serious issue and it will
eventually undermine the whole fabric of our society.

This is a government that says it intends to fix up
Victoria, get the books straight and generate growth.
The Premier insists on using' grow' as a transitive
verb to describe things economic. I refuse to do that
but I will quote him: 'We're going to grow Victoria',
he says. That really makes my teeth grate, but that
has been the message. He says, 'Just wait. Well get
the books right, well get investment, and well get
growth'. He has promised a trickle-down effect, with
plenty of jobs and everybody heading off into the
sunset, holding hands. There are no sunsets and
holding hands for the people I have referred to. They
are out of work and they will still be out of work in
four years' time. That is what the government has
said, based on its own projections and prognoses.
I will briefly canvass a number of broader issues,
some of which I touched on before when examining
the shameful economic performance of the
government. Given the current discussions about
federal-state relations, my party in particular has to
come to terms with the fact that the states are not
going to go away. Those states that have always and
quite rightly feared the Melbourne-Sydney-Canberra
axis will not countenance a referendum on any
proposal to get rid of them. Why should they? Many
people on my side of politics and some people on
the other side have to understand that we will not
see that sort of change, save for some sort of giant
cataclysm that we cannot foresee, so we have to get
on and make the federal system work.

The best way to do that is to pick up the Canadian
model. Under that model the functions of the
various tiers of government are clearly defined,
which means duplication and overlapping are
avoided. The next thing to do - the Canadians have
already done it - is to match the taxing options that
are available to the various tiers of government with
the spending outcomes they are required to produce.
We do not have anything that vaguely approximates
that. It may well be - it will probably cause an
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outbreak of horror - that we have to consider some
form of consumption tax.
Mr Hulls interjected.
Mr BAKER - What have I done to my colleague
at the table, who is only new? I did not say 'a GST'; I
said 'some form of consumption tax'. The trade off
would be getting rid of payroll tax, which is a tax on
jobs and should be anathema to people on both sides
of politics. It can also be argued that it acts as a
disincentive for business investment and activity.

Victoria should pay more attention to developing a
special relationship with parts of South-East Asia,
especially New Zealand.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr BAKER - The Premier admitted he got the
$1 billion, from Japan. Didn't you hear him?
An honourable member interjected.

Mr BAKER - I am being sorely provoked! We
need to establish those sorts of relationships. The
opposite to globalisation is something dreadful
called 'gloca1isation', which is academic jargon. It
means propinquity or nearness, and it is based on
using your nearness just as the world is becoming
more global and developing fond relations with
those countries that are closest to you.

To give it its due the Northern Territory government
has been amazing successful, much to the chagrin of
our foreign affairs and trade departments in
Canberra, in developing a strong trading
relationship with nearby Indonesia. The Northern
Territory is actually closer to Indonesia than it is to
Canberra.
Every primary school child in Darwin now spends a
term in an Indonesian school, learning the
language - and Indonesian children come to
Darwin. Three of those redneck National Party
cabinet ministers actually speak fluent Indonesian,
and the trade figures reinforce the Northern
Territory government's initiative. New Zealand is an
economy that approximates ours; it has a
culture-Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr BAKER - It wouldn't be necessary in your
case, I've heard you shout, 'Hooga, booga'! I should
withdraw that. I have heard you make noises that
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sounded awfully like a haka. New Zealand's culture
very much approximates our own. If I remember my
history correctly, some of the original white New
Zealanders were Wakefield Schemers. In Australia
the Wakefield Schemers settled in Adelaide rather
than in Victoria - but we still have some strong
associations. That is why in Adelaide they still say
'fush 'n' chups'. It is a straight Plymouth dialect.
There are many opportunities in the South Pacific
Rim, and the best way to build associations with
those countries is through shared language. That
offers great advantages, which is the case with the
New Zealanders. The greatest compliment you can
pay another people is to learn their language or to
make an attempt to learn it. As I have said many
times, in this case we have been most remiss. The
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training would
be in splendid agreement with me on this issue. He
looks terribly worried; he has gone red again. Let the
record show he has blushed again. We have been
most remiss, it is about time we made a special effort
with language education. It should be seen as an
investment. We must get children learning
languages from the age of five.
I commend the new Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Melbourne on his Colombo Plan-type
initiative. He intends putting in $3 million for
scholarships to allow student interchanges, and I
believe the government should at least match it. This
is where the New Zealanders have stolen a march on
us in the South Pacific. A few years ago I went to
Vanuatu. There was a gift from the Australian
government in the harbour. It was a gunboat - and
I kid you not, Mr Deputy Speaker. The issue of the
Pacific Islands Monthly had on its cover the big
headline 'Is Australia the bully of the Pacific'?
Meanwhile the People's Republic of China was
building the new Parliament House; and for half the
money we would charge, the New Zealanders were
training everybody from chefs, mechanics, cooks
and bottle washers to academics, lawyers and even
future Rabukas. There were New Zealanders in and
out of there all the time. Later on you get advantages
from the associations you form. For example, if
someone comes to your country to do a chef's course
and returns home to run a restaurant, guess where
he buys his books and utensils from and guess
where he travels to find out new ideas and so on?
Guess where he spends his money? At a more
sophisticated level you may be training people who
eventually become cabinet ministers, even Prime
Ministers and Premiers, and those sorts of
associations are terribly important.
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In running through a potpourri of ideas, I believe we
should do what the Koreans did to establish their
wool industry some years ago. They knew they had
a good wool product, but they had no value-adding
expertise. So they went to northern Italy to speak to
people in the fashion industry. Italy is the home of
design and the place where the fashion industry's
trends and colours for everything from cloth to
lipstick to sunglasses are set every year about
18 months before those fashions get to Australia - I
know all about this because I studied it all in
business college. Every quarter they set the colours.
As you see, the honourable member for Essendon is
wearing autumn tones, which probably reflect the
trends set some time ago in Italy. What the Koreans
did was buy two of the best people in Italy - one to
manufacture top quality textiles and one to come up
with the designs and colours - for $2 million each.
That is what we need to do to build up our wool
industry. It is absurd for Australia to produce such
fine wool but not take the next step forward into
fashion.
I wish to mention briefly two important social
problems. The first is the consequences of divorce.
One in three marriages ends in divorce, and I know
about the social misery and dysfunction divorces
cause from being a child that went through it and
being a parent that went through it. Its impact is too
large to quantify, yet I have never heard the word
mentioned in this house in the eight years I have
been a member, let alone heard a major discussion
about its consequences and how to handle it.
The other issue is the techno gap that is opening up
between children in schools in poorer areas or from
poorer homes and those at private schools. Kids at
private schools - good luck to them - from about
the age of 12 get lap tops and are using the Internet.
That is not so in areas such as mine, because a laptop
can cost between $2500 and $3000, even with a sales
tax reduction. That techno gap is even more serious
than the literacy gap years ago.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member's time has expired.
Mr Cole - Tell us about sheep dog trials.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - Much as I
would be happy to speak to the honourable member
for Melbourne about sheep dog trials, I remind him
of the time I asked him to attend a sheep dog trial
and he did not go. I will not try again, but the effort
was made.
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I cannot let some matters raised by the honourable
member for Sunshine go without comment. We
served on the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee together and took the opportunity of
visiting New Zealand. I learnt there that he plays a
fine round of golf, but more importantly was able to
examine the accrual accounting system and the
whole-of-govemment reporting system in New
Zealand.
The honourable member said that he would like to
sprinkle in a few facts, but, frankly, I was at a loss to
recognise the few facts he was sprinkling in. He
suggested that unemployment had not improved at
all in Victoria. Might I suggest that unemployment
during the term of this government has reduced
from approximately 13 per cent to around 9 per cent.
Where then does he find the evidence to suggest that
unemployment has not improved in Victoria?
He also talked about the debt situation in a way that
made it seem totally unimportant. I suggest that
with debt dropping from $33 billion to $22 billion
either the honourable member for Sunshine does not
appreciate what debt does to a business or he has
not taken the trouble to find out what the true
figures are.
He went on to describe someone as a streaker in the
mob. Of all things, I would not like to see the
honourable member for Sunshine emulate that and
be the streaker in the mob!

Mr Cole - You want him to be the streaker
without the mob!
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN -If only he could leave
the streaking out.
Mr Honeywood - He is the streaker in the ALP.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - He probably is. He went
on to say that youth unemployment in his electorate
is extremely high. He said Victoria had an
unemployment rate of 13.5 per cent, yet Victoria has
experienced a greater reduction in unemployment
rates than any other state in Australia. So despite the
unemployment figure being high, if one looks at the
reduction in unemployment one sees that Victoria
has a better figure than any other state in Australia.
And one cannot deny that because the activities of
this government mean that the people he mentioned,
who want to buy their first home and who are
seeking employment after completing their tertiary
education, are in a better position than they would
have been five years ago.
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The other comment of the honourable member I
thought delightful was his remark about going hand
in hand into the sunset. Frankly, I would be far
happier going hand in hand into the sunset than
going hand in hand towards the firing squad, which
is what this state was doing four years ago.
He also mentioned the New Zealand experience of
training a work force for Otina. Victoria is very
active in its attempts to get industry based in China.
I would suggest that, rather than our spending our
efforts in training people, the enormous opportunity
lies in actually getting industry into China. Members
of my family are about to go to China for that very
reason, and my personal experience means that I
look forward to the prospect of that rather than fear
it.
It was a pleasure to listen to the Governor's speech; I
did not have to read it.

Mr Perton - Did you get a seat?

Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - I did get a seat, and I
have benefited from the Governor's hospitality, and
not only was His Excellency's speech very fine, his
hospitality was also fine. His hospitality was in
honour of the Queen's birthday, something I hold
very dear. The Governor's speech not only referred
to the direction in which the state is heading during
the next few years but also referred to the success of
the first term of the Kennett government.
I now refer to the report of the Commission of Audit
three and a half years ago. This matter might have
fitted better into a speech during the appropriation
debate, but as I did not have the opportunity to
speak during that debate I will take the opportunity
tonight. The Commission of Audit made
170 recommendations, almost all of which have been
implemented by the government in three years,
which is high praise for those members who are not
only part of the Commission of Audit but also of the
government. The Commission of Audit's report
covered three basic areas: one, the state of Victoria's
finances; two, the strategies required to return
Victoria to a viable position; and, three, reforms to
Victoria's financial management.
I will hark back to the trip to New Zealand and
point out the matters I found most interesting in the
Commission of Audit's report. The Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee was certainly very
interested in examining the situation in New
Zealand.
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I shall start with the state of Victoria's finances. For
the first time ever a report of the consolidated
financial situation of Victoria was put to the public,
and that consolidated position was as at 30 June
1992. The consolidated liabilities were in the order of
$69.8 billion and for the first time the legally binding
financial obligations of this state were added to what
is usually termed the state debt to show the total
liability of the state.

Mr Dollis - For the second time.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - The honourable member
is right, it is for the second time. I respond to the
interjection because the Nicholls report did do that
but, in fairness, the Commission of Audit put
together the financial position in a way that had
never been properly put to the state of Victoria
before. It was certainly in a way that ordinary people
like me would understand and appreciate, and
therefore benefit from.
The assets of the state were recognised. It was with a
degree of concern that I noted that the assets of the
state in this report totalled only $64.5 billion. That
meant we had a net debt. The honourable member
for Sunshine talked about going hand in hand into
the sunset. Those figures show that we were going
hand in hand into the firing squad. Victoria was
going downhill at a rapid pace. Not only did the
Commission of Audit identify the inadequacy of the
documentation of the state's assets, it also showed
how poorly those assets were valued.
I shall come back to that because it is important to
realise that the assets of the state were not clearly
identified so that the figure of $64.5 billion was not a
true reflection. It has been shown since that it was
nowhere near a true reflection of this state's worth.
Not only were the assets poorly identified but the
valuation of this state's assets was found to be
lacking and totally inadequate. So the third part of
the report, which asked for reform into Victoria's
financial management, looks closely at how this
might be changed.
When I made the suggestion that the state was in an
unviable position and going downhill at such a rate
that none of us really appreciated how bad it was I
remember what a former Victorian Treasurer, Rob
Jolly, said in his first budget speech. He said that we
could not run a permanent deficit on a current
account. He said the Victorian government in recent
years had been running like a household with
insufficient income to meet its running costs. As any
householder would know, that has to be rectified or
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financial disaster is inevitable. Mr Jolly was
absolutely correct in what he said, but
unfortunately, whether it was because of his
inadequacy or because that government was on the
slide, he could not retract and the problem was not
rectified, even partially, during the Cain-Kirner
regimes.
The second part of the Commission of Audit's report
dealt with restoring Victoria's finances and the
means by which that could be done. Victoria's
financial position was primarily the result of a
deliberate budget policy. It is fair to say that in
1988-89 when the property boom was at its peak the
state government's stamp duty revenue had never
been higher. At the same time Victoria's
unemployment was at a low rate of around 5 per
cent. By adding the stamp duty and the income from
payroll tax Victoria had a source of income higher
than we had ever seen before, and probably higher
than we will see for a long time to come.
At the same time the Victorian government sector
incurred a current account deficit of $350 million.
That is not an enormous figure in comparison with
the billions of dollars I have been talking about with
respect to debt, but at the same time as Victoria had
a current account deficit of $350 million Queensland
recorded a current account surplus of $1.6 billion;
New South Wales a surplus of $1.4 billion; Western
Australia a surplus of $174 million; and South
Australia a surplus of $483 million. So in every other
state barring Tasmania there was a current account
surplus. Victoria had massive income from both
stamp duty and payroll tax but managed to have a
deficit of $350 million.
I return to Treasurer Jolly's statement about not
being able to run a permanent deficit on a current
account because it is like a household with
insufficient income. Anyone running a household
knows exactly what that means; it is simple
accounting. The previous government allowed that
to happen at a time when massive income was
available to it.
I go on to mention Ken Davidson. Those of us who
know Ken would not say he was an avid supporter
of this government. He said that Victorians should
seek to minimise the debt problem by accelerating
reform in the main areas of budget haemorrhage.
That was a delightful way to explain what was
happening at that time. Every other state in
Australia was showing a current account surplus but
Victoria was showing a deficit of $350 million.
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At that stage Victoria's finances were in an
impossible position. The level of per capita account
spending was in excess of the amount available to
provide services. We were actually borrowing
money to pay interest on the debt. We were
borrowing money to meet our recurrent
expenditure. One can borrow money to buy
something to increase one's asset base, but if one is
borrowing money to pay one's interest and recurrent
expenditure there is only one way it can go.
Again the Commission of Audit identified that
clearly, and it was rather conservative because to
arrive at the level of service provision that could be
reduced it worked on the average in all states. It
suggested that if we made reductions in line with
the average for all states we could actually reduce
our current account deficit by $1.2 billion - we
could make expenditure savings of $1.2 billion. If the
Commission of Audit had looked at the better
performing states, instead of coming up with
recommended savings of only $1.2 billion it would
have recommended savings of $2.5 billion. What has
occurred in Victoria since that time exceeds both
those figures.
The Commission of Audit came up with four goals:
to restore the current account balance to a surplus; to
begin financing capital expenditure out of income
and not only from debt; to reduce the state's
debt-to-service ratio to close to that of New South
Wales; and to reduce the state's ratio of public sector
to gross state product.
Two of those goals have been achieved. The forward
estimate based on the Nicholls report in 1992
revealed that the current account, which was
heading for a deficit of $2 billion, would have
exceeded that amount in 199~94 in the absence of
any policy change. In fact, in the first year of the new
government there was an underlying surplus of
around $600 million in 199~94 followed by a
$1.2 billion underlying surplus in 1994-95. Those
figures show the performance of the government in
its first two years in office.
The Victorian Commission of Audit warned that in
practice privatisation could be budget negative. That
is the one point where the Commission of Audit got
it completely wrong - for example, the split-up and
subsequent sale of the SEC has shown conclusively
that it is anything but budget negative. In fact, not
only has the government been able reduce the state
debt - and the opposition has said that reducing
debt is only part of the answer - but it has also
overcome the income loss derived from bodies such
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as the SEC and maximised the earning capacity of
the amount saved from the debt reduction.
Therefore, the suggestion of the Commission of
Audit that a privatisation system could be budget
negative is completely out of order.
The commission also referred to public sector
financial management and reporting. When the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee visited
New Zealand it was intrigued by that country's
financial management system. If there were ever a
country from which Victoria had an opportunity to
learn how to restore its financial position and bring
in total government financial reporting New
Zealand is the place. The committee was fortunate to
be in New Zealand three or four years after it had
introduced the financial management changes. The
committee learnt from that experience that the most
important thing we could do in Victoria, having
achieved a change in the financial management
arrangements, was to bring about a change in the
structure and management of the public sector to
bring in whole-of-government reporting and also
accrual accounting.
Frankly, I believe accrual accounting is only a start.
We want to get to the position where accrual
budgeting and, if possible, accrual appropriation are
introduced. It is not just a matter of introducing it;
we have to change the whole approach within the
public sector to the way we do business. Cash
accounting has been in the public sector forever and
a day and it is difficult to bring about a change in
culture that makes the public sector consider the
benefits of an introduction of accrual accounting.
Until that is done the true benefits of accrual
accounting will never be seen and achieved by this
state.
One of the very clear lessons from Victoria's
experience in the early 1990s was that in those years
attempts were made to conceal financial transactions
and manipulate the timing of expenditure. In both of
those situations the public of Victoria was not aware
of the cost to the state. That manipulation of
transactions, hiding of expenditure and delaying of
expenditure so that the effect was not felt in the
financial year when it should have been, can be and
will be totally overcome with the introduction of
accrual accounting. Under accrual accounting and
whole-of-govemment reporting you cannot hide
those sorts of things. The activities that started to
bring down this state in the late 1980s and early
19905 could not occur again without the full scrutiny
of the public, the Auditor-General and certainly this
Parliament.
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The Financial Management Act 1994 examines
appropriations and those appropriations are
accompanied by a specification of the required
outputs. I suggest that that has led to a change in the
way the public sector looks at the accounting and
management of its financial administration. We
must determine outputs against appropriation. I
suggest that accrual appropriation is the ideal aim. I
hope within the next decade the public sector will
introduce accrual appropriation; I hope that will
occur within the term of the current Treasurer.
As a result of the Financial Management Act, which
matches appropriation with outputs, the public
hospital system has gone a fair way towards that.
Through case-mix funding there is an output
directly related to the funds that are appropriated to
the system. In the public transport area there has
been some progress towards this where the system
has been contracted out and there is a direct
relationship between the funds available to the
system and the end result.
The budgetary process has changed dramatically.
Since the government introduced an autumn
statement, which provides a reconciliation between
successive forward estimates and the estimates and
outcomes, parliamentarians are far better informed
about the intention of the government. We are
certainly far better able to follow appropriation
funds from prior to the start of the financial year
right through the financial year. As a member of the
government I believe that has aided all of us in
understanding and appreciating how appropriation
is actually occurring in the state.
The autumn statement is a primary vehicle for
announcing spending appropriation and fulfilling
the Commission of Audit's suggestion that
allocations should be announced before the start of
the year. It is yet again one of the recommendations
that was taken up by the government early in the
course of its first term.
I will touch on the full financial reporting of the
government, an area we have been very slow to
accept and introduce into the public sector. Accrual
accounting is a necessary part of - Mr Cale - Can't you talk about sheep?
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - I have actually tried
accrual accounting with a sheep flock and it works:
when you put the rams with the ewes you have an
accrual basis and you end up with a predicted
number of lambs. Any time the honourable member
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for Melbourne wants a bit of rural education I am
glad to provide it, either in accrual terms or
otherwise.
I shall conclude by commenting on the Victorian
Commission of Audit. The commission provided a
very valuable service for this state. You can judge
the report of the commission on two bases: firstly,
whether the recommendations stood up well to
public scrutiny; and, secondly, whether those
recommendations have been taken up by
government. In both cases the Commission of Audit
comes out with flying colours.
The report of the commission has suffered little
criticism of any note. Certainly almost all the 170
recommendations have been taken up in the first
term of this government. Of all the successes of the
first term of the Kennett government, none has been
so outstanding as the turnaround of the financial
position of Victoria. Saul Eslake, the chief economist
of the ANZ Banking Group and a member of the
Commission of Audit, said:
We cannot afford to be complacent about the state of
Victoria's finances but at least we no longer have any
need to be embarrassed by them.

I take that a stage further: we are not only no longer
embarrassed, but we are thoroughly proud of them.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I refer to the first page of
the Governor's speech where he states:
The sitting of this Parliament heralds the beginning of
the second half of the government's program
throughout the 1990s to create the framework and
competitive environment for Victorians to command
the opportunities of the 21st century.
The next four years will be markedly different from the
first term.

I hope they will be different and more beneficial to
the Keilor electorate that I represent.
I refer to an article in the 7 May edition of the
Brimbank Messenger which gives a brief synopsis of
the demographics of my electorate. The City of
Brimbank is smack bang in the middle of my
electorate. The article states:
The average Brimbank resident is a 29-year-old male
who has no tertiary qualifications but is able to speak at
least one language other than English. He is also
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employed full time, probably as a labourer, is married
and owns his own home.

I refer to an article headed 'Poor record on drug
addict aid' in the Herald Sun of 15 May, which states:

This snapshot is taken from demographic figures
compiled by Brimbank council and was recently made
available to the Messenger.

Victoria's spending on drug and alcohol programs is
well behind almost all states, figures show.

The figures look at the economic, cultural and
geographic profile of the city and are used by the
council to develop a better understanding of Brimbank.
The council's demographic analysis and resource
officer, Sandra Richardson, said the figures were also a
valuable reference for officers trying to decide the
location of new services.
'There is no point building a preschool in an ageing
area and these figures can prevent that happening', she
said.

We all know what happened to the police station
built at St Albans. Ms Richardson further states:
... Brimbank was made up of 157 000 people in
24 suburbs with most of those residents coming from
the former City of Sunshine.
The figures show 50.4 per cent of Brimbank residents
are male compared with 49.2 per cent in the Melbourne
statistical division (MSD).
They show the average age for men is 29 and 28 for
women, that 3.4 per cent of people have a tertiary
degree (compared with 9.6 per cent for the MSD) and
61.3 per cent are married. One of the most striking
statistics is the number of people who speak a foreign
language. About 55 per cent speak a language other
than English, more than double the MSD rate.

I have read this article to the house to highlight the
composition of the City of Brimbank and therefore
the electorate of Keilor. Mine is a family-orientated
electorate with mainly young but some old people.
Many of the average 28 or 29-year-old residents
have been welcomed to Australia from overseas and
they need a government that will look after them.
The Keilor residents should not be penalised
through further harsh taxes and charges because
they can ill afford them.
Last Friday this house debated the drug issue. The
problem was first raised in the western suburbs and
that prompted the Premier to establish the Premier's
Drug Advisory Council.

Not only have charges been increased to affect
people maintaining their own homes - through
electricity, gas and water supply charges and other
fixed costs involved in maintaining the home - but
services have been pushed more to the user-pays
principle, making it more difficult for families who
may wish to support family members caught up in
the clutches of drug use.
I hope the government will look at the needs of
people in the western suburbs. Detoxification centres
should be open, not closed. Apparently the
government has cut funding for such centres. We
need residential centres and detoxification units in
Keilor so the young in the electorate can be given an
opportunity to be helped. Drugs are the biggest
problem we face, yet I have seen nothing in the
autumn economic statement or in the speech of
His Excellency the Governor about those problems. I
hope things will change, otherwise the rhetoric we
hear will do nothing to provide essential services.
Another relevant heading in the Herald Sun of
15 May is 'State teen jobless woe'. I also refer to an
article in the Brimbank Independent of 4 June headed
'Brimbank to attack youth service cuts' which states:
Brimbank City Council has vowed to continue
pressuring the Minister for Youth and Community
Services, Or Denis Napthine, to review recent cuts to
council's youth services programs which saw funding
slashed by around 60 per cent.

Another article in the same newspaper reinforces the
need for services for the young in the western
suburbs. The government has obligations in that
regard. Such services cannot be privatised or based
on a user-pays system because usually the people
who need the services have no-one to support them;
or perhaps the provider in a family may have been
unemployed for several years and cannot afford to
pay for essential services.
A slash in funding of 60 per cent is something the
region cannot pick up because charitable
organisations in the area cannot afford to raise the
money locally to make up the difference. The
Salvation Army, the Good Shepherd Youth and
Family Services and the other welfare agencies in
my electorate are broke and have no resources such
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as furniture, household items or clothing. The high
influx of migrants to the Kei10r electorate has added
to the need for those household items that used to sit
in warehouses belonging to those organisations.
Ministers say the government will look after
Victorians and govern for all, but an article in the
Herald Sun of Tuesday, 3 October 1995 states:
Some Victorian state schools expect to raise 20 times
more money from their communities than others,
research shows.

That indicates the inequitable burden being placed
on people in my electorate. They have to raise the
money needed to provide the essentials in schools to
give children a proper education and a proper start
in life so they are equal to not only all Victorians but
all Australians. The Governor's speech said that the
government would place the people of Victoria in an
opportune position for the 21st century. Headlines
like that do not suggest that we are heading in that
direction.
Services for women are being cut back. The closure
of drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs have hit
women. A headline in the Brimbank Messenger of
Tuesday, 21 May says 'Drug and alcohol program
closure hits women'. Yet another service has been
slashed by the government, and the reality is
different from the situation the government
espouses here and the situation the Premier would
have people believe exists. The article states:
Victoria's only residential drug and alcohol program
for women closed last week due to a state
government-imposed cut of 40 per cent.
The shadow Minister for Health, John Thwaites, said
the Westadd residential drug withdrawal program in
Footscray was the only one of its kind in the state.
'Westadd offers a drug withdrawal service for women
with children', he said.

Here we go again. Another program that looked
after women and children in the western suburbs is
being cut back. It is a fundamental issue. The
government has said things will be different. I am
bringing these fundamental concerns to the attention
of the house to ask whether things really are going
to be different. I do not have the date to hand, but an
article in the Herald Sun states:
Most of the world's 100 million homeless people are
women and children, and up to 600 million live in
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inadequate, unhealthy shelters, the United Nations said
yesterday.
The UN Centre for Human Settlements said of the
estimated 1.3 billion living in poverty, 70 per cent were
women and girls.

The United Nations is saying that. I ask: by closing
these centres are we heading towards Third World
status? If you cannot afford to pay for the service it
will not be available. The government does not seem
to think it has a responsibility. I maintain that it does
have a responsibility, a collective community
responsibility, to provide the funds for those
established services. They were not established
lightly. One program in Footscray has been very
successful in supporting people and has helped
more than 240 women and their children from its
inception in September 1993 until June 1995. Many
of the women and children helped through the
program will not later be a burden on society and
will be able to make it on their own, to become
self-reliant and independent, improve their
self-esteem and make their way in the community.
At first glance the Governor's speech suggests that
everything will be rosy from now on, that we are
over the harsh times and that the government will be
able to put money into community services or
provide services to the community. But when one
reads to the end of the speech one sees that the
removal of Workcover surcharges will be for the
benefit of the employer. We have heard about other
funds being made available to small business, but
that will not do a great deal for the families in need
now, particularly the young people. If you put that
small amount of $1000 a year into small business it
will not create jobs because it is not offsetting
anything. Again, we come to joblessness and
counselling. An article in the Brimbank Messenger of
28 May states:
More support for the unemployed, more family
counselling and a greater range of low-cost leisure
activities were needs most frequently expressed by
Brimbank residents, a survey has found. Good
Shepherd Youth and Family Services in St Albans last
week released partial findings of a survey it held in
consultation with 150 residents and service providers
in Brimbank.

That organisation received initial funding from the
then Labor government because there was a
particular need for local youth support services in 5t
Albans. If there are cutbacks in support services the
organisation will not be able to raise sufficient funds
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to keep its doors open and provide the services that
are desperately needed. Many families need
assistance to get through a rough patch, which is not
usually of their own making, when they find
themselves or their usual breadwinner unemployed.
Services need to be provided rather than cut back.
Keilor is a growth area and it needs an expansion
rather than a reduction in services. In particular it
needs a large labour market.
As I pointed out, there are many semiskilled people
who are young enough to train for any job that is
going and who are prepared to be trained. I urge the
government to consider that and to take positive
action to attract industry and commerce to the
western suburbs, particularly Keilor, to alleviate the
joblessness. That is part of society's problem. We
might balance the books at the end of the day, but
the human beings who will go through this hardship
for the next decade while the Treasurer balances his
books will find themselves burnt out and on the
scrap heap. It is important for the government to
encourage private enterprise endeavours in the
western suburbs and to establish further training
centres so that if new shopping complexes are built
local people can be trained to take on those jobs.
Local training and development is required for those
positions because as the shopping centres expand
new staff will need to be employed to operate them.
As I said, both heavy and light industry have
disappeared from my electorate.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Under
sessional orders the time for the adjournment of the
house has arrived.

We stall Road upgrading
Mr MlCALLEF (Springvale) - I raise an issue
with the Minister for Roads and Ports and in his
absence the minister at the table, the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training and Minister
Assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs, in
relation to a meeting we had with the City of Greater
Dandenong. That meeting included all local
politicians of both parties and coalition members.
The issue of the Westall Road upgrade, or the
Springvale bypass as it is better known, is of utmost
importance to local residents and those using the
road as a bypass through to Frankston and the
peninsula.
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Since the upgrade of both ends of the road under the
commonwealth government's Better Cities program
and due to other funding provided for duplication at
the south Springvale end and at the end between
Dandenong and Centre Dandenong roads there is a
big gap in the middle. There is fast-flowing traffic at
both ends and the build-up in the middle is
horrendous. It is becoming a very dangerous piece
of road. It is compounded by the fact that there are
many small factories in the area.
The manager of Sancella Pty Ltd, a factory that
employs 160 people, wrote to me on 13 February
expressing his concern about the danger to his
employees and others using the road and the fact
that unless the road is upgraded quickly there will
be a serious accident or a series of serious accidents.
I received a response from the Minister for Roads
and Ports saying that certain modifications to
upgrade the road were necessary but they were not
of a serious nature. He indicated that traffic signals
would be installed and that a keep-clear sign or
something to that effect would not really help the
situation.
The City of Greater Dandenong is putting in some
money to alleviate the problem because of its
frustration in the attempt to obtain funding from the
state government. The further upgrading of Westall
Road between Heatherton Road and the railway line
is a high priority, according to the minister, but I ask
the minister at the table to pass on to the Minister for
Roads and Ports the urgency of the situation.

Rutherglen Research Institute
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I draw a matter
to the attention of the Minister for Agriculture and
Resources concerning representations I have
received from the people in north-eastern Victoria
who are involved with agriculture and natural
resources in the area and who are seeking
information, particularly on the restructure of the
department with the new super Department of
Natural Resources and Environment. I am aware
that the minister will be visiting north-eastern
Victoria, particularly Rutherglen, next
Wednesday - tomorrow week - and that he will
be undertaking an inspection of the Rutherglen
Research Institute.

I understand that comments will be made by the
minister because this is a special day for the
Rutherglen Research Institute. The institute will be
celebrating 100 years since its establishment. I bring
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to the attention of the minister the fact that it has
been proposed to change the name of the Rutherglen
Research Institute to the Institute of Sustainable
Development, and that I have received
representations from people in the Rutherglen area
seeking to include 'Rutherglen' in the new title of the
institute.
The research institute - it was formerly the
Rutherglen research station - has a formidable
record in the service and information it has provided
to primary producers to help them improve the
operation of farming pursuits not only in
north-eastern Victoria but throughout Victoria and
Australia.
I seek from the minister an indication about future
redevelopments of the department in north-eastem
Victoria and the important part to be played by the
Rutherglen Research Institute under its new name.
In particular could the minister indicate to the house
where the Goulburn Valley regional office for
north-eastern Victoria will be and give a further
indication of the redevelopment and operation of the
department in agriculture not only at Rutherglen but
throughout north-eastern Victoria?

Banyule: soccer stadium
Mr LANGDON (Ivanhoe) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Planning and Local
Government concerning the Veneto Social Oub at
Bulleen Park. I ask the minister whether the
government will approve the multipurpose sports
centre at 191 Bulleen Road, Bulleen, despite the City
of Banyule's opposition to the application. I point
out to the minister that the City of Banyule has
opposed the application on the following grounds:
(a) the proposed building will have an adverse impact
on the visual amenity of the Yarra River environs;
(b) construction of new buildings of the scale proposed

on land reserved for proposed public open space
would compromise its future use as public open
space;
(c) the development is contrary to the orderly and
proper planning of the area; and
(d) the development will adversely impact on the
floodplain of the Yarra River and be contrary to
adopted floodplain management principles.

I further ask the minister whether he can confirm the
press release issued during the election campaign
saying that the government would not allow the
Veneto Social Club to go ahead with the
construction of a soccer stadium and a proposed
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10 OOO-place car park. I draw the minister's attention
to the petition tabled in Parliament last Wednesday
worded as follows:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria showeth call on the state government to
abandon any plans or considerations to allow the
building of a soccer stadium in the Yarra Valley
opposite Eaglemont; to ensure that the residents
continue their quiet enjoyment of this totally residential
area; and to ensure that council, Melbourne Water and
Yarra Valley authorities continue to have planning
controls over the Yarra Valley.

1bis is a very important issue to the people of
Ivanhoe, in particular the residents in the Eaglemont
area, who raised their concerns during the election
campaign. Perhaps I received a swing of more than
10 per cent in that area because people in the Liberal
conservative area of Eaglemont were concerned that
the government was about to let them go down the
gurgler like everyone else in Ivanhoe.

Dairy industry: exports
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I raise a matter
for the consideration of the Minister for Agriculture
and Resources relating to the important issue of the
dairying industry in my electorate, particularly in
the northern part at Maffra and the southern part in
South Gippsland. As the minister is no doubt aware,
in Maffra the Murray Goulburn factory produces
some $230 million worth of product, all of which is
exported. It obtains the product from some
600 farms in and around the area.

In the southern part of the electorate around
Leongatha there are some 830 farms servicing the
Murray Goulburn factory, and although the
township has a population of only 5250 people the
factory employs about 430 people and produces
about $250 million worth of product, $150 million
worth of which is export. In Toora, Bonlac has a
factory that now has a turnover of $50 million.
Again, most of that is devoted to export products.
I am aware that the minister has recently been on an
extensive tour overseas, visiting Israel to investigate
our market opportunities in the area. On behalf of
my constituents who are involved in the dairying
industry, I seek the minister's view on the export
potential of the industry. As the minister will know
not only from the figures I have provided here but
also from market figures generally, the dairy
industry is one of Victoria's great success stories. I
ask the minister to assure my constituents that the
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initiatives he has undertaken on behalf of not only
country Victoria but also Victoria at large include a
focus on the all-important export markets that are
available for our agricultural industries, and, in
particular, for our dairy industry.

No doubt it will unless the school receives some
urgent funding for the upgrade. That would
reassure the community that the school is viable and
worth preserving. It has a great environment and is
in a good location, so I ask the minister - -

I ask the minister to say what he intends to do to
ensure that the dairying industry continues to
flourish not only for the benefit of my particular
region but for the benefit of Victoria as a whole.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.

Montmorency South Primary School
Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - I ask the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education a matter
concerning the Montmorency South Primary School
in Buena Vista Drive, Montmorency. For some 18
months I have been endeavouring to obtain
additional funds for this school on the basis that it is
one of the many schools in my electorate that was
not upgraded during the decade of the Labor
regime. As a result the school is now riddled with
white ants.
It is one of the schools in my electorate that has an
active community that is committed to its students.
The community has done absolutely everything to
try to obtain funds over the years, and it has been
very patient. Over the past four years I have been
very lucky to have officers from the department
come out to inspect the school. They agree it is one
of the schools that are in desperate need of
upgrading. Earlier this year I was pleased to
welcome the minister out to look at the school.
I know he is considering allocating additional
funding for schools throughout Victoria in the near
future, and I hope this is one of the schools that gets
a guernsey to enable it to undertake the urgent work
that is needed to combat the white ants. It would be
a waste of money carrying out minor repairs on the
white ant problem if major work were not
undertaken soon after. The school has recently
received a lot of publicity about the urgent work that
is needed, to its detriment. I shall quote from a
recent newsletter:
No doubt most of you have noticed the ongoing
publicity we have been receiving in the local
newspaper.
The publicity is indicative of the efforts of school
councillors, other parents and teachers, to secure better
conditions for students and staff. There is a risk,
however, that the publicity may have a negative effect ...

Premier: contempt investigation
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - In the absence of the
Attorney-General I raise a matter for the attention of
the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training.
Having perused the advice that the Solicitor-General
presented to the Attorney-General on 31 May in
relation to an allegation of contempt of court by the
Premier, I believe there is absolutely no doubt that
the Premier was given the inside running, indeed
favourable treatment, by the Solicitor-General.

The advice from the Solicitor-General makes it clear
that Mr Bill Morgan-Payler of the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions wrote to the
Attorney-General the day after the Premier made
certain remarks about the National Crime
Authority's investigation of John Elliott at the
Uberal Party's state conference the day before. In his
letter, Mr Morgan-Payler says he is of the view that
the Premier's comments may have constituted a
contempt.
The Attorney-General referred this matter to the
Solicitor-General for his supposedly independent
advice. The situation was in itself absurd because it
means the Attorney-General had to seek advice from
a government solicitor, a government employee if
you like, as to whether or not the Premier of this
state had committed a contempt of court. But what is
worse - this is the matter I ask the
Attorney-General to investigate - the Premier was
given favourable special treatment given the serious
allegation of contempt against him.

In his advice the Solicitor-General not only criticised
Mr Justice Vincent for not fully understanding the
nature of Mr Kennett's comments but quite
extraordinarily allowed the Premier through his
solicitors to make a submission about the alleged
contempt. In relation to the submission on behalf of
the Premier, the Solicitor-General says at page 16 of
his advice:
I found those parts of the written submission helpful
and had regard to them in reaching my conclusions in
this matter.
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If that is not giving the Premier the inside running
and a distinct advantage, then I do not know what
is. The Attorney-General must - -

Mr Cooper - On a point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, I draw your attention to standing
order 108, which says:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming words
in reference to any member of the house and all
imputations of improper motives and all personal
reflections on members shall be deemed disorderly.

I believe the words used and the implications made
by the honourable member for Niddrie are in breach
of standing order 108, and I suggest, Sir, that you
bring the honourable member to order.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member should be mindful of standing
order 108; but I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr HULLS - The Attorney-General can never
convince the Victorian public that the contempt laws
of this state are being prosecuted without fear or
favour while she oversees the process that allows a
government solicitor who is meant to give
independent advice - -

The DEPU1Y SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.

Footscray: needle exchange centre
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - I raise for
the urgent attention of the Minister for Planning and
Local Government the needle exchange centre at
Footscray. The centre has been closed for about six
months. During that time there has been a
tremendous amount of controversy about where it
should be placed. As a result the minister has
received correspondence that to my way of thinking
is very grave.

I ask the minister to tell the house about the
situation in Footscray because the centre would
normally be handing needle exchanges for people
suffering from AIDS, hepatitis and various other
ailments. The matter has got out of hand. I ask the
minister to fully inform the house about where the
centre is going, what is proposed, and how the
problem can be alleviated.
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Rail: Westall station
Mr LIM (Clayton) - I ask the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Transport his response
during the adjournment debate last Thursday, when
during his spirited exchange with the member for
Thomastown he gave an undertaking to the house
that every suburban station would be upgraded and
refurbished.
I do not question his sincerity, but I refer him to
WestaIl station in my electorate, which is very
dilapidated and neglected. Its state of dilapidation
has come about through the closure of the Nissan
factory adjacent to the station. Before the 1992
closure of the factory the station served more than
1000 workers daily plus students going to WestaIl
Secondary College. The station is now isolated and
unused, so much so that bashings and rapes have
occurred in the area and people are afraid of using
the station. It is poorly lit and its physical features
are unwelcoming - it is user unfriendly, to put it in
those terms. It is not close to any particular
residential area and is not near a shopping strip,
such as other stations along the
Melbourne-Dandenong-Pakenham line, and, as
such, is an isolated station.
Will the minister include Westall station in the
10 extra stations to be upgraded on top of the 51 due
for upgrading, and if he is so inclined will he give a
time line for when that can be done?

Seaford-Frankston: foreshore management
Ms McCALL <Frankston) - On the eve of World
Environment Day I refer the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management to the
Seaford-Frankston foreshore. The Frankston
foreshore is an important asset to my electorate and
to Port Phillip Bay in general. However, as a result
of recent developments in Frankston we have turned
our backs on the foreshore and have been more
interested in retail and business development.
I am particularly interested in part of the coalition's
policy announced during the last election relating to
a coordinated coastal management plan that will
lead to total coordination right around the bay, and
in particular to the Seaford and Frankston foreshore.
The Seaford Foreshore Association does a first-class
job looking after the Seaford foreshore. It looks after
to 4 to 6 kilometres of foreshore which has up to
100 different types of flora. The Seaford foreshore is
famous as a great place to exercise yourself, your
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dog and your children, but it is also an interesting
place for courting couples and has somewhat of a
reputation for providing the maternity hospitals in
the area with patients!
Now that a coordinated program for the whole of
the Frankston-Seaford foreshore is being adopted I
ask the minister what plans exist to associate the
Seaford foreshore group with the City of Frankston
council?

RACV: elections
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I draw to the attention of
the Attorney-General my good friends involved in
the Royal Automobile Oub of Victoria election.
Since first raising the matter I have received
correspondence from the chairman, who is a
candidate in the elections and who has used the
RACV logo and letterhead. His letter says:
As I am a candidate of the election I felt it was
inappropriate for me to respond. I passed your letter to
the returning officer, Mr !an Miller of Emst and Young.

Will the Attorney-General investigate whether
certain candidates are in breach of the articles of
association of the RACV?

I received another letter from an employee of the
RACV:
I work for the RACV and we have all heard about the
story about the letters that you have sent and the things
you said in Parliament.
I am not a Labor voter but thank you very much for
getting something up. Many of us are unhappy within
the organisation and that includes those who have not
been sacked.
We feel threatened because if anyone dares to have an
opinion different to the bosses then they get hauled in
for a dressing down. Some of us have also been dressed
down for talking to Mr Ange Kenos, the only director
that we know to have ever bothered to visit the staff.
In my case I work at a branch near to another director
and yet he has never been in the office ever. But my

sister-in-law who works at Airport West where
Mr Kenos lives says that some staff there have reported

back to head office every time he comes over and they
feel threatened by head office as a result, but they love
seeing him take an interest in them.
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The letter continues by asking whether employees
can vote in the RACV elections because last time
they were prevented from doing so.
I have received another letter from the General
Manager of the RACV challenging and intimidating
me for having raised the matter in the house. I ask
the Attorney-General whether the chairman and
management team of the RACV are in breach of the
memorandum of articles by using the RACV offices
for their own election purposes, something which
other candidates do not have the opportunity to do.
The DEPUIY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.

Moorabbin Airport
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I ask the
Minister for Education to bring to the attention of
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology in
the other place a matter concerning low-fliers.
Mr Cooper - This must be about the Labor Party!
Mr THOMPSON - It does not concern members
of the Labor Party on this occasion, but rather
low-flying aircraft at Moorabbin Airport. Recently a
number of constituents have raised their concerns
about changes to flight paths and flight altitudes of
air traffic around the airport. One flight path is
above Balcombe Road and another is in the
Mentone-Parkdale area. Mr and Mrs Greg Earl and
Mr and Mrs Ian Godsil are only two of the families
concerned about the loss of residential amenity as a
consequence of varied flight patterns. They have an
impact, particularly on still days on weekends when
the noise is more pronounced. Concerns have been
raised in the local press about the disruption to
general residential amenity in the area for
constituents who are enjoying a quiet afternoon in
their backyard or a stroll along the foreshore - I do
not think Beaumaris has the same problem with
courting couples as does the Frankston area.

Will the minister highlight what changes have taken
place in the last six months to two years in the flight
patterns in and out of Moorabbin Airport? Secondly,
what reasonable steps can be taken to preserve the
existing residential amenity of constituents and
those in surrounding areas who bought their
properties at a time when there were no low-flying
aircraft in the area and who now find that the quiet
enjoyment of their residential properties has been
disturbed to a significant degree by low-fliers - or
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should I say low-flying aircraft approaching
Moorabbin Airport?

Responses
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - The honourable member for Murray
Valley raised with me the department of agriculture
facility at Rutherglen, which is now being named the
Institute for Sustainable Development Rutherglen. That facility has served the Victorian
farm community in north-eastem Victoria extremely
well. In fact it will have served that community for
100 years next Wednesday, when I shall be there to
celebrate on the day. We all know the Rutherglen
area well because of its history in the wine industry,
especially the fortified wine industry. The
honourable member for Murray Valley has been an
ardent advocate, but I am not sure whether he is an
ardent consumer.

The institute is being administered by Mr Chris
McRae, and the department is being restructured.
The former departments of conservation and natural
resources, agriculture, and minerals and energy and
components of other departments have come into
the new Department of Natural Resources and
Environment. In this process we will establish new
regions across Victoria.
The important question asked by the honourable
member for Murray Valley was who will be the new
regional manager. Of course it will be Mr Chris
McRae. He then asked where the new regional office
will be. The good news is that it will be in Benalla,
which is strategically located to serve the
community. There is already a strong department of
agriculture presence in the city of Benalla, but we
will continue to improve and upgrade the
Rutherglen facility because we recognise the
important role it plays for farmers in north-eastem
Victoria. I am committed to the redevelopment
program at Rutherglen and $1.5 million will be spent
to upgrade the facility to ensure it meets the needs of
farmers in the north-east for the next 100 years.
The honourable member for Gippsland South
referred to the dairy industry and pointed out the
huge investment we have had in dairy industry
value-adding and food processing. He also
mentioned specifically his own electorate, which is
one of the star dairying areas of the state. The
Murray Goulburn facility at Leongatha is producing
$250 million worth of product, more than
$100 million worth of which is going straight to
export. The Maffra facility is producing $90 million
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worth and the Bonlac facility is producing
$50 million worth. That is not discounting in any
way the number of major facilities that abut the
Gippsland South electorate and are supplied by
farmers from within the electorate.
We must understand the importance of the dairy
industry to rural Victoria. It is the largest
decentralised industry in this state. It generates
$5 billion of wealth to regional Victoria and directly
puts some $1.3 billion into farmers' pockets. The rest
is value-adding that leads to a processed dairy
product that in many cases is exported. Probably the
most exciting issue facing us in the future is the
developing Asian markets in areas to our north such
as Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, China, Thailand and Korea, as well as Japan,
which is already a mature market. Those markets
will only expand in the future.
I had an opportunity of hearing Grant Latta when
both of us were addressing the United Dairyfarmers
of Victoria conference in Shepparton. He made the
point that Australian companies such as Bonlac,
Murray Goulbum and others are positioning
themselves with products in these infant markets
because it has been shown in more mature markets
that if you get in at the ground level you are well
positioned to have your product labels identified
and be in the mainstream demand of those
economies in the future.
We have set an ambitious target - to double the
value of rural exports from Victoria by the year 2001.
It is a target that builds on the success of our last
term in government. In 1992 rural exports were
worth $2 billion for Victoria. By the time we went to
the polls this year exports had risen, as a result of
$1.6 billion in investment in food processing,
especially in rural Victoria, to $3 billion worth. Now
we are set to triple our base 1992 benchmark, and I
believe that is achievable because one of the first
things the developing communities in Asia are
calling for is better quality food. For instance, Otina
has some 50 million people whose standard of living
would equal the highest standard of living in the
USA. We need to get out and seriously chase that
market.
This is a serious matter for all Victorians, especially
rural and regional Victorians and the 8400 dairy
farmers who, although they are substantially fewer
in number than they were a few years ago, are
producing twice as much product. We should not
forget the 1.144 million cows that also make their
contribution! I thank the honourable member for
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Gippsland South for his question on this important
issue that is vital to all Victorians.
MI5 TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I thank the honourable
member for Frankston for her recognition that
tomorrow is World Environment Day and her
comment that the national assets of her electorate
have significance and importance not only to her but
also to her constituents.
One of the great natural assets of the electorate of
Frankston is the Seaford foreshore reserve. It has a
number of recreational values but also a number of
important conservation values, including important
flora and fauna examples that need to be properly
managed, not to mention the recreational and other
pursuits that have long-term significance in their
own right.
There has been some concern about the management
of the Seaford foreshore reserve but I am delighted
to advise the honourable member that the
management of the foreshore has been taken over by
the Frankston City Council, which will act as the
committee of management for the foreshore reserve.
It is important that the committee consolidates the
long-term management of the reserve, and a number
of conditions have been put to the Frankston City
Council concerning the role of the committee of
management. One is the establishment of an
advisory committee. The government recognises the
importance of the voluntary groups that work on
foreshore reserves, and in respect of the Seaford
reserve the group is the Friends of the Seaford
Reserve. It will form the basis for the advisory
committee, which will be made up of community
representatives who will work with the city council
in its management of the reserve.
We have also asked the city council to review the
1991 Seaford foreshore management plan and to
report back within six months on the
appropriateness of the reserve management plan; to
develop a business strategy identifying funding
requirements over a three-year planning horizon
and to report back within six months; and to provide
regular progress reports to the department on the
management of the reserve.
The honourable member will know that the council
wrote to the former minister indicating it would be
prepared to be a committee of management for the
reserve. It has the necessary skills to manage the
reserve's significant flora and fauna values and its
low-impact recreational use and it will work
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cooperatively with the Friends of the Seaford
Reserve to meet the ongoing requirements of
conservation and use of our important coastal
management and its foreshore.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - The honourable member for
Ivanhoe raised a matter regarding possible
developments by the Veneto Social Club in Bulleen.
The government made clear as part of an election
commitment that a soccer stadium would not be
built on the flood-prone land in that area. However,
there were two proposals. One was for the soccer
stadium which will not proceed and the other was
for a basketball facility which might be built in
association with the club. I have amended the
planning scheme and advised the house that I
became the responsible authority for both the
Veneto Social Oub land and the abutting municipal
parkland.

It was also announced by the government that, until
a suitable master plan which would be incorporated
into the planning scheme is prepared for the area to
guide any development that might take place in the
area, the government and the minister would
continue to be the responsible authority. Until a
master plan is developed in cooperation with the
club, the council and the community and upon it
going through the proper planning process and
being incorporated in the planning scheme, it will be
appropriate for the minister to continue as the
appropriate authority. When the master plan is
adopted and incorporated in the planning scheme it
will be appropriate for the authority to be returned
to the local council.
The question of whether the basketball stadium will
proceed of course involves questions of the younger
generation of ethnic communities wishing to be
associated with ethnic community clubs and the
great work the Veneto club has done in that
community and in the broader Victorian
community. The government is certainly anxious to
encourage younger, in this case, Italian families and
members to participate with more senior members
of the community in the club and in club activities.

Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - The honourable member
interjects about appropriate or inappropriate
activities for them. The proposal is for a sporting
activity which has the enthusiastic support of the
club, and I believe there is Significant community
support for it. Naturally because it is associated with
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questions of flood plains and the use of Yana Valley
areas a minority of people will object, and if there
are objections they will be put through the proper
planning process. However, if the basketball
proposal is considered on its merits we should take
account of the special needs of the ethnic community
which has gone to the trouble of developing the
club. It is an outstanding facility with outstanding
management and leadership and has gathered
enormous community support both within the
Italian community and beyond it. I should like to
give every encouragement to the club to participate
in the process of developing the master plan and, in
consultation with both the council and the
community, to obtaining a suitable proposal for
basketball facilities in the area.
I do not know whether the honourable member for
Ivanhoe was expressing a personal view or whether
he was expressing the views of the wider
community in the area, but I understood in raising
the matter that he was identifying himself as being
opposed to the basketball proposal. If that is the
case, the honourable member can make an objection
to such a proposal and it will go through the
appropriate planning procedures to be tested.
However, I suggest the honourable member may be
misjudging the community view on that matter. It
may be that he has or is supporting a minority view
which is critical of the club because of some latent
view about ethnic clubs and their success in our
community.
Clearly I am able to confirm that the petition
presented to the Parliament last week was a bit late
because the government had already made clear that
the soccer proposal would not proceed. I also advise
the honourable member that I have had discussions
with another community organisation with
substantial land-holdings in the Heidelberg and
surrounding areas. It has indicated a willingness to
discuss the possibility of a soccer stadium being
located on its land. I suppose the honourable
member might well object to that too. If he does, it
will go through a proper planning process and be
resolved by the appropriate procedures.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley asked
me to update the house on the needle exchange in
the Footscray area. I can only say that I believe the
needle exchange controversy is getting entirely out
of hand. Firstly, those who wish to criticise or raise
planning issues regarding the location of a needle
exchange are quite free to express their views but
must do so on planning grounds. Where they
believe a planning proposal is suggesting an
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unsuitable site naturally it is incumbent on the
planning system to give independent consideration
to their views and to provide proper procedures for
doing so. However, those who hold those views do
not do their cause any good by attacking the
integrity of the local member who has to have an
independence about the situation or indeed
attacking my own position as minister. Proper and
appropriate procedures will be involved.
It is therefore appropriate that I should disregard the

correspondence and promotion literature for public
meetings which make the most disgraceful and
inappropriate allegations regarding the local
member, just as they have now moved to a new low,
in my view, picking up the spirit that has recently
emerged in this Parliament of attacking members'
families.
I have received anonymous correspondence. It was
posted to my office. It was directed in an envelope
for the attention of the Minister for Planning and
Local Government. I should like the people who sent
this urgent correspondence anonymously to me to
know that I have read it. It states:
To the minister:

SCANDAL
We have information about dealings by your wife
which will be damaging to your political careeT.
If the needle distribution centre goes ahead at
226 Nicholson St, Footscray ... WE WILL GO
PUBUC!!!!!!

My view of that correspondence is that they can go
public and they can go to hell!
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The
honourable member for Niddrie has again misused
his position as a member of this house, in this case to
attack Victoria's Solicitor-General, who is a senior
Queen's Counsel and indeed the second law officer
of the state. It appears that the honourable member
does not even understand who it is that he is
attacking. He referred to the Solicitor-General as a
government solicitor. The Solicitor-General is a
senior barrister; he is not a solicitor. It would be
better if the honourable member found out exactly
what he was talking about before he raised the
particularly unpleasant allegations he has raised
tOnight.
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I have never before heard any suggestion that the
Solicitor-General, Mr Douglas Graham, QC, has ever
acted other than in a most fair, honest and
professional fashion. If the honourable member for
Niddrie wishes to be treated seriously as a shadow
Attorney-General I suggest he take immediate steps
to apologise to the Solicitor-General.
Mr Hulls interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Questions
across the table are disorderly. The
Attorney-General, without interruption.
MI5 WADE - As I was saying, I suggest the
honourable member for Niddrie apologise to the
Solicitor-General immediately if he has any
expectation of being treated seriously by members of
the legal profession. The honourable member for
Niddrie, having used his position in a most
unfortunate way to criticise Mr Graham, then went
on to use his position to mislead the house. I refer to
a number of matters that he raised.
He referred to a letter from Mr Morgan-Payer to me
written the day after the Premier made comments at
a Liberal Party state council. He mentioned rightly
that Mr Morgan-Payer said in his letter that the
Premier may have committed contempt, that what
he said may have amounted to contempt. He
omitted to mention some other important words,
which were that Mr Morgan-Payer had no
concluded view on this matter. He then said that the
Solicitor-General criticised Mr Justice Vincent for not
understanding the Premier's comments. That is
incorrect. The Solicitor-General said Justice Vincent
may have been under a misapprehension as to what
the Premier actually said.
Mr Hulls - Look at the documents, for goodness

sake!
Mrs WADE - The honourable member for
Niddrie is interjecting by yelling something about
documents. All the documents in this matter have
been released. The opinion of the Solicitor-General
has been released and all correspondence in this
matter has been released. All comments made by the
Premier have been released. The submissions made
by the Premier's lawyers have been released. There
are no other documents. The honourable member for
Niddrie tries to mislead the house by suggesting
there are documents in this matter that have not
been released.
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The honourable member has also wrongly suggested
that the Solicitor-General has, I think his words
were, given the Premier inside running in this
matter. I understand him to be referring to the fact
that the Premier's lawyers made submissions on the
matter. That is not unusual in contempt cases. There
have been cases previously where the
Solicitor-General has received submissions from
lawyers acting for people who, it has been
suggested, have made comments that may amount
to contempt.
Moving on, the honourable member for Keilor raised
some matters about an election to be held by the
RACV. I understand that the Labor Party, with some
expertise in stacking various branches, is in the
process of stacking the RACV, but the issues raised
with me relate to the right of employees to vote.
I have no knowledge about the RACV. I have always
understood members voted in an RACV election,
and I assume that if employees are members of the
RACV they would have an entitlement to vote. I
suggest they would not expect they have a right to
vote purely as employees. I suggest the honourable
member refer to the memorandum of articles of the
RACV. As for the use of logos and letterheads of the
RACV, I do not believe that is a matter for the
government.

Mr HONEYWOOD (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - The honourable member
for Springvale raised an issue for the attention of the
Minister for Roads and Ports in the other place
regarding the Westall Road upgrade for the bypass
that goes on to Frankston. It is a constant source of
fascination to government members that the ALP
has a national policy against roads; the party
platform is against bypasses and freeways, yet the
honourable member goes against his own party
philosophy and promotes road schemes.
It is also fascinating that year in and year out when
in government for about 11 years his party refused
to accept federal government money for a whole
range of important road schemes, one of which
related to the Springvale end of the Eastern Freeway
extension. The federal government offered
$250 million year in and year out to the then state
government, but it refused to accept the money from
the federal government for those schemes because it
was philosophically opposed to roads.

The honourable member for Springvale tonight
called on the Minister for Roads and Ports to speed
up the allocation of money, whether it be from state
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or federal sources, for Westall Road. That smacks of
ignorance of the 11 years when the Labor Party was
in government when it knocked back those road
schemes. The taxpayers of Victoria had to pay an
inordinate fuel tax levy; very little came back to
Victoria by way of road revenue -less than
approximately $400 million a year, I am reliably
informed - when the Hawke and Keating federal
governments took billions of dollars out of the
system yearly.
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education, and he has made a major effort to secure
quality education outcomes for his electorate. The
school has been there for some time and
unfortunately was severely neglected by the
previous Labor government to the point where it is
really in need of support and assistance. The
principal, Jeff Walters, is a fine person, as are the
other teachers who are doing their level best to give
quality education to the young people in the area.

This state government has got on with the job and
recognised the importance to the state of the
deterioration in rural and metropolitan roads year
after year. Therefore we have an important initiative
of only 3 cents a litre as against the incredible federal
government impost which went to road programs in
the state, attracting some $150 million a year in
revenue with $100 million going to city roads and
$50 million to repair the deteriorated rural roads in
Victoria.

I visited the school at the request of the honourable
member to see the facilities. The principal's room is a
former storeroom; it is fairly grubby and hardly
conducive to producing quality outcomes. The
school is located on an undulating piece of land. The
northern part is in a picturesque area that ought to
be a source of some pride, but the southern part
probably needs to be hosed in the middle of winter
to remove the mud that slides down the hill. That is
nothing to be proud of. One hopes the regional office
will give that a high priority.

We are doing the utmost possible as a state
government to ensure Victoria has a good road
system. The honourable member should join the
queue because in 11 years of his party being in
government a whole bank of road projects were held
back including, in my electorate, the Eastern
Freeway extension and the Ringwood bypass. I will
pass on his request to the Minister for Roads and
Ports in the another place and assume it will be
prioritised in the appropriate order on his behalf.

I will ask the office to do all it can to assist. I am
confident there will be a change in the
not-too-distant future, particularly when one
considers the further problem of white ants. During
my visit I noticed obvious evidence of white ant
infestation. The government will not stand idly by
and allow that to continue, and I look forward to
supporting the honourable member, his constituents
and the students of the school in the not-too-distant
future.

The honourable member for Oayton directed a
matter to the attention of the Minister for Transport
regarding a proposed railway station upgrade. H
ever there was an issue where the Labor Party did
not implement its own rhetoric when in government
it was on the issue of railway station upgrades and
safety for commuters. Westall station is obviously
one of a number of stations that was allowed to
deteriorate for many years. The honourable member
for Oayton indirectly praised this government and
the minister by noting that the government had
added some 51 premium stations in the last three
and a half years to the state railway system; those 51
were never looked after when his party was in
government. Nonetheless, he has concerns about the
state of Westall station. I will pass on his concerns to
the Minister for Transport and it will be prioritised
accordingly.

The honourable member for Sandringham raised for
the attention of the Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology the airport at Moorabbin, but I was
not sure whether he was talking about the Red
Baron or Douglas Bader. Oearly somebody with
considerable flying skill has been buzzing the local
community and damaging local amenities. I should
have thought the Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology would take up the matter with his
federal colleague because the airport is under the
control of the Federal Airports Corporation, which
ought to exercise considerable influence.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Eltham mentioned the
Montmorency Primary School in his electorate. He
has a one-eyed view about most things, particularly

With his usual care and concern for his constituents
the honourable member does not want to see a
repeat of the tragedy at Essendon Airport several
years ago. One has only to go to Moorabbin and see
the number of small aircraft that use it to know it is
very busy. I have flown out of Moorabbin Airport; it
is an exciting and exhilarating experience, but I
would not want to be a resident if somebody was
buzzing the local community.
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I hope the new federal government will look closely
at the privatisation of Australia's airports. The
Melbourne, Essendon and Moorabbin airports are
the key airports for consideration. Moorabbin
Airport is run very much on a break-even or profit
basis and is probably close to full capacity. That was
partly reflected in the remarks of the honourable
member. I shall pass the matter on to the minister,
and I am sure he will take it up with his federal
colleague. I hope he will be able to give the
honourable member the assurances he rightly
seeks - that the local amenity will not be ruined,

that the safety of residents will be preserved and
that the airport will be conducted safely and
effectively.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The house
stands adjourned until next day.
House adjourned 11.05 p.m.
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Tedious repetition, 970
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 499, 616,
757,990
(See also Parliament)

Rutherglen Research Institute
Name change, 166, 169

Restnlcture, 613, 618

s
Scallop industry
licence buyout, 921, 922

Schools and colleges
Bundoora mamtenance funding, 759, 762
Carrum,922
Narre Warren site, 989
(See also individual school and college names)
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Scoresby Road, Femtree Gully

T

Pedestrian crossing, 162, 167,461,465
TatteISalls
Sautiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Gaming machine licence fee, q 558

Alert Digest, 245, 564, 774
Membership, 63
Scuba diving
Equipment regulations, 163, 169

Taxes (See Stamp duty)
Telecommunications (See Optus)
Telephones
Abusive calls, 830, 836

Seaford-F~ton

Foreshore management, 616,619
Select committees
Records, 62
Senate

Tertiary education and training
Competitive training system, q 101
Studenturrions,74
(See also Universities)

Today Tonight, q 20, q 23, q 209

\facancy, 246,247,272, 308
Tourism
Shadow ministry (See Opposition)
Shilton, The late Leslie Victor, Esq., 5
Siamese twins, q 433
Solicitors Guarantee Fund

Levy,q 104
South East Water
Customer service report, q 343

Mount Hotham. development proposals, 226, 234
Wilsons Promontory, 164, 168
Toxic waste
Werribee dump, 399, 406
Training (See Tertiary education and training)

Trams
Bundoora extension, 163, 167
(See also Public transport)

South Eastern Arterial
Noise barriers, 226, 230

Transport (Tow Truck Reform) Act
lnsurance comparries, 67,70

Speaker (See Parliament)

u

Stamp duty
Home loans, q 560
Standing Orders Committee
Membership, 63
Private bill fees, 176
State Emergency Service
Ulydale,65,70
Students
Exchange progrcuns, 302,304, 993, 995
Overseas enrolments, 756, 760
Travel allowances, 832, 836
Union membership, 74

Unemployment
Western suburbs, 67, 69
United Energy
Audit report, q 244
Universities
Funding, q 436
(See also individual university names)

v
Veneto Social Club
Sports facility, 614, 619

Supreme Court judges
Report for 1995, 926

Viaoads (See Roads Corporation)
Victoria University of Technology, 247, 272, 309

Swinbume University of Technology
Joint sitting of Parliament, 247, 272, 309

Victorian Carpet Co., 705, 710
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INDEX

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation

Joint sitting of Parliament, 247, 272, 309
VlLine (See Rail)

w
Water industry
Pipe replacement, 921, 922
(See also individual distrIbution company names)

Werribee
Government election promises, 462, 464
Toxic waste dump, 399, 406
Wesley Central Mission, 755, 762
Westall Road, Springvale
Upgrading, 613, 621
Westmeadows Primary School, 299, 304
Wheeler, The late Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 12
Wilsons Promontory

Tourist development, 164, 168
Wool industry
Castlemaine mill fire, 705,710
Government initiatives, q 559
Workcover
Interstate comparisons, q 768
Premiums, q 768
World Environment Day, 704, 710

y
Yarra Valley Water
Customer service report, q 343
Youth
Brimbank support services, 463, 468
Essendon homelessness, 398, 406

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
MEMBERS

Govemor's speech
Address-in-reply,603

ANDRlANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment
Trams: Bundoora extension, 163

Points of order, 583
Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and OUT Community, 523

Govemor's speech
Address-in-reply, 595

Student unions, 90

Points of order, 168,861
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 550

BATCHELOR, Mr (Thomastown)

Adjournment

ANDRIGH£lTO, Mr (Nanacan)
Adjournment

Ada River Big Tree, 991
Govemor's speech

City Link
Southgate interchange, 303
transponders, 461
Hospitals: proposed northern, 65, 921
Rail
Bell station, 758
Lalor station, 226
Upfield line, 401

Address-in-reply,35

Auditor-General's Office
Petitions

Financial audit, 932

Drugs: decrimina1isation, 926

Bills

Questions without notice
Education Week, 241
Wool industry: initiatives, 559

Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 350
Melbourne City link (Amendment) Bill, 345, 816
State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill, 660
Transport (Ra.il Safety) Bill, 870

Business of the house
ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)

Address of Professor Penington, AC, 477

Program,248
Sessional orders, 46
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 116

Adjournment
AFL centenary season, 758

Condolences

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Section of Speaker, 5

Drugs and OUT Community, 549
Questions without notice
Electricity industry: privatisation, 434
Exports: environment protection technology, 652

McAlister, Ronald Henry Graham, Esq., 11

Melboume City Link Agreement, 314
Points of order, 231, 407, 416, 467, 555, 738,746,747,
770,841,930,988
Premier's Drug AdvisOry Council

Drugs and our Community, 529
Questions without notice
BAKER, Mr (Sunshine)

Bills
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 731
Firearms (Prolubited Fireanns) Bill, 803
State Taxation (Omrubus Amendment) Bill, 663

City Link: transponders, 652
Members: pecuniary interests, 556
Premier: pecuniary interests, 738
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INDEX

BRACKS, Mr (Williamstown)
Adjournment
Premier and Cabinet former departmental head, 755
Rail: workshops, 66

Questions without notice
Public transport grand prix, 24
Rail
Upfield line, 102
V /Line infrastructure, 242

Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 931

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 251
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 743
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 964
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 779
Public Sector Management and Parliamentary
Officers (Amendment) Bill, 888
State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill, 657
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 593
Victorian Managed Insurance AuthOrity Bill, 568
Westpac and Bank of Melbourne (Olallenge Bank)
Bill,815

BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)

Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 934

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,358
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 410
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 894
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill, 715
Condolences

Notices of motion, 839
Points of order, 266,356,826, 846, 929, 958, 987

McAlister, Ronald Graham Henry, Esq., 8
Shilton, Leslie Victor, Esq., 6
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 13

Questions without notice
Stamp duty: home loans, 560
Victorian drug strategy, 647

Drug debate, 248
Election of Speaker, 3
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 751

BROWN, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for
Transport)
Adjournment

Buses
Hazelwood-Traralgon road, 709
Rowvi11e, 230
Community housing program, 709
Rail
Lalor station, 231
Upfield line, 466
Roads
Belgrave bypass, 710
Ocean Grove, 710
Werribee, 231
Scoresby freeway: construction, 835
Scoresby Road pedestrian crossing, 167, 465
South Eastem Arterial: noise barriers, 230
Bills
Road Safety (Wheel Clamping) Bill, 625, 723
Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill, 299
Transport (Rail Safety) Bill, 870, 979
Points of order, 25, 165

Joint sitting of Parliament
Deakin University, 309
La Trobe University,309
Monash University, 309
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 309
Senate vacancy, 308
Swinburne University of Technology, 309
Victoria University of Technology, 309
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 309
Koori open door education, 335
Leadership of opposition, 18
Points of order, 26, 344,408,434,557,631,651,654,
742,771,927,934,958
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 482
Questions without notice
Auditor-General
child protection services, 952
Children's Court, 864
Auditor-General's report: advertising, 103
City Link: tolls, 555

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Crown Casino
bidding process, 653, 765, 766, 769
Senate inquiry, 654, 737
Ministerial advisers: pecuniary interests, 18,20,23,
99,437
Premier
contempt investigation, 240, 242, 341
indemnity,342
pecuniary interests, 344, 433, 434, 436
Victorian drug strategy, 626
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Adjournment
Health: lymphoedema sufferers, 704
Moonee Ponds Creek Valley, 302
Roads Corporation: confidential records, 920

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 377

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 128

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and our Community, 514
BURKE, Ms (Prahran)
Adjoumment
Intellectual disability services:
de institutionalisation, 918

Bills
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 722

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 133
Questions without notice
Arts: project grants, 561
Carers strategy, 205

CARLt Mr (Coburg)
Adjoumment
Heidelberg printing presses: asbestos removal, 397
Powemet destruction of trees, 163
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,286
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 586
Condolences
McAlister, Ronald Henry Graham, Esq., 10

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 201, 210
CAMERON, Mr (Bendigo West)
Adjournment
Castlemaine woollen mill fire, 705
Cohban Water: redundancies, 300, 990
Education: administrative software, 460

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 684
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill, 880
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 413
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 425
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 583

Governor's speech

Points of order, 582

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 547

CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,277
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill, 569
Points of order, 689
Student unions, 94

Address-in-reply,140

COLE, Mr (Melbourne)
CAMPBELL, Ms (Pascoe Vale)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 479

Adjournment
Housing: Kensington estate security, 832
Planning: proposed hotel, East Melbourne, 463
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INDEX

Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 941

CUNNING~ Mr

CMelton)

Address of Professor Penington, AC, 477

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 688

Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 790
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 421
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 827
State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill, 666

DEAN, Dr (Berwick)
Adjoumment
Wesley Central Mission, 755

Business of the house
Sessional orders, 55

Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 940

Condolences
McAlister, Ronald Henry Graham, Esq., 11

Bills

Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 423
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,217
Points of order, 408, 416, 689
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Koori open door education, 331
Petitions
Na.rre Warren land, 244
Residual current devices, 71

Drugs and our Community, 508
Student unions, 83
DIXON, Mr (Dromana)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 478
COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood.)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 476

Adjournment
Hospitals: Momington Peninsula, 702, 989
Rosebud: foreshore management, 399

Petitions
Native animals and birds, 71

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and our Community, 551

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 32
Petitions
~gs:decr.Un±nalisation,313

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
COOPER Mr (Momington)
Adjournment
Rail: Upfield line, 460
Scallop industry: licence buyout, 921

Drugs and the Community, 545
Questions without notice
City Link: documents, 239
Competition policy benchmarks, 555

Bills

Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 799
Business of the house
Sessional orders, 54
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 120
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,212

DOLUS, Mr (Richmond)
Adjournment
Planning: Port Melbourne foreshore, 702
Water industry: pipe replacement, 921

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1996/97) Bill,
393
Ballarat Lands (lakeside Development) Bill, 812
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill, 428
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 871
Miscellaneous Acts (Omrubus Amendments) Bill, 902
Business of the house
Program, 249
Sessional orders, 52
S~dingonlers,901

FINN, Mr (Tullamarine)
Adjoumment
Brimbank: youth support services, 463
Broad Insight group, 830
Buses: Westmeadows, 301
Melbourne Airport, 399
Noxious weeds, 706
Condolences
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 15
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,220

Condolences
McAlister, Ronald Graham Henry, Esq., 9
Election of Speaker, 4

Nunawading Province by-election, 26
Petitions
Greenvale secondary college, 175,245,409

Petitions
Museum site, 408
Points of order, 223, 340, 395, 499

Points of order, 990
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 498

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and the Community, 536
Questions without notice

Questions without notice
Grand prix: economic outcomes, 23
Housing: northern and western suburbs, 437

Premier: contempt investigation, 24

GARBUTI', Ms <Bundoora)
DOYLE, Mr (Malvern)

Student unions, 87

Adjoumment
Bundoora: school maintenance funding, 759
Mount Hotham: development proposals, 226
Rail: Rosanna crossing, 65
Bills

ELDER, Mr (Ripon)

Koori open door education, 314
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 516

Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 389
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 572
Petitions
Austin and repatriation hospitals, 173

Rosanna railway station, 174,625
School crossing supervisors, 625
Smoking in taxis, 244
Specialist women's hospital, 173
ELUOTI, MI5 (Mooroolbark)
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 484

Points of order, 582, 656
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 533
Questions without notice
Point Lillias chemical storage, 656
Student unions, 97
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INDEX

Gn.LETr, Ms (Werribee)
Adjoumment
Community Support Fund, 992

Werribee
government election promises, 462
roads, 227
toxic waste dump, 399
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 692
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill, 884
Firearms <Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 796
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 967

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 135

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and our Community, 517

Auditor-General's Office
Fmancial audit, 931

Bills
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 568
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 32
Melbourne Exhibition Centre (Amendment) Bill, 870,
979
Miscellaneous Acts (Omrubus Amendments) Bill, 904

Business of the house
Adjournment, 946

Drug debate, 43
Progrcun, 248, 565, 778
Sessional orders, 43
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 42, 115,
119

Community Development Committee
Wheel clamping, 26

Drug debate, 247

GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Education)
Adjoumment
Abusive telephone calls: Sale motel, 836
Beaumaris North Primary School, 305
Bundoora: school maintenance funding, 762
Buses
country student allowance, 836
Westmeadows,305
Cohuna tennis club: corellas, 836
Coliban Water: redundancies, 305
Crown Casino: distribution of tokens, 836
Education
administrative software, 468
exchange student programs, 304
ove~studenG,760

Goulburn Valley Highway: Shepparton bypass, 305
Hospitals: Royal Melbourne, Essendon campus, 305
Housing: Kensington estate security, 836
Montmorency South Primary School, 622
Moonambel Primary School, 761
Moonee Ponds Creek Valley, 305
Moorabbin Airport, 622
Paynesville Primary School, 170, 836
Point Lonsdale Primary School, 304
Police: proposed headquarters, West Heidelberg, 836
Powernet: destruction of trees, 170
RA~:~dnominations, 170

Rail
Rosanna crossing, 70
workshops, 70
Transport (Tow Truck Reform) Act, 70
Westmeadows Primary School, 304

Joint sitting of Parliament
Deakin University, 247
La Trobe University, 247
Monash University, 247
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 247
Senate vacancy, 247
Swinburne University of Technology, 247
Victoria University of Technology, 247
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 247

Naming of member, 340
Parliamentary committees
Community Development Committee, 63
Crime Prevention Committee, 63
Economic Development Committee, 63
Environment and Natural Resources Committee, 63
Federal-State Relations Committee, 299
House Committee, 105
Law Reform Committee, 63
L1brary Committee, 105
Privileges Committee, 63
Public AccounG and Estimates Committee, 63
Road Safety Committee, 63
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, 63
Select committee records, 62
Standing Orders Committee, 63

Premier's Drug Advisory Council, 27
Proclamation of acts, 42
Questions without notice
Education Week, 241
Learning assessment program, 653

LEGISLATNE ASSEMBLY
Temporary relief in chair, 105
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HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong) (Minister for Housing
and Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs)
Adjoumment

HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)

Housing
Geelong, 464
rent, 993

Adjournment
Nillumbik: commissioner appointment, 165
Police: powers of arrest, 460
Bills
Firearms (Prolubited Firearms) Bill, 781
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 778
Points of order, 166,466,562

Bills
Housing(~endmen~Bill,

115, 194,722,723

Questions without notice
Aboriginal artefacts, 741
Housing: northern and western suburbs, 437
Koori Heritage Trust, 207

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 489
Questions without notice
Deputy Premier: gun control, 562
Victorian drug strategy, 643

HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training and Minister
assisting the Premier on Multicultural Affairs)
Adjournment

Rail: Westall station, 622
Westall Road upgrading, 621
HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)

Bills
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill,912

Adjournment
Abusive telephone calls: Sale motel, 830
Buses: Hazelwood-Traralgon road, 703
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 680
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill, 882
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 273
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 702, 726
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 909
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 588
Condolences

Questions without notice
Training: competitive system, 101
Universities: funding, 436
Student unions, 81

HULLS, Mr (Niddrie)
Adjournment
Premier: contempt investigation, 615

McAlister, Ronald Graham Henry, Esq., 9
Bills
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,176
Koori open door education, 327
Petitions
Churchill Community Health Centre, 72
Churchill North Primary School, 71
Premier's Drug AdviSOry Council

Drugs and our Community, 511
StudentUIrlons,74

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 683
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 264
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 729
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 947, 959
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 969
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 414
Gaming industry, 864
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,37
Notices of motion, 839, 840
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Points of order, 772, 851, 859, 970

JOHN, Mr (Bendigo East)

Premier: pecuniary interests, 742

Victorian drug strategy, 636

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 520
Questions without notice
Crown Casino: bidding process, 768
Guangdong Corporation: government
shareholdings,207
Premier
contempt investigation, '237, 238, 239, 241,243
defamation action, 771, 868
indemnity, 339
pecuniary interests, lOO, 102,204,205,206,209,
437,558,559,741,742

JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)
Adjournment
Gun control, 464
Rutherglen Research Institute, 166,613
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 380
Business of the house

KENNElT, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs and Minister for the Arts)
Adjournment
Beechworth Prison: V/Line tender, 922
Castlemaine Primary School, 922
City Link: Debneys Park estate, 922
Essendon Airport, 232
Fresh food export, 232
Hospitals
Dandenong, 922
proposed northern, 922
Housing: high-rise demolition, 402
Intellectual disability services: deinstitutionalisation,
922
Kanyana transport vehicle, 922
Knox spastic centre, 922
Melbourne Airport, 402
Petrol: country prices, 403
Roads Corporation: confidential records, 922
Scallop industry: licence buyout 922
Schools: Cam.un, 922
Water industry: pipe replacement, 922
Wembee: government election promises, 464

Sessional orders, 57
Bills
Questions without notice
Learning assessment program, 653

JENKINS, Mr (Ballarat West)
Bills
BaIlarat Lands <Lakeside Development) Bill, 812
Fireanns <Prolubited Firearms) Bill, 789
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 196
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 534

Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 808
Parliament House Completion Authority Bill, 345,
440,717,719
Public Sector Management and Parliamentary
Officers (Amendment) Bill, 345, 441, 891, 894
Condolences
McAlister, Ronald Graham Henry, Esq., 7
Shilton, Leslie Victor, Esq., 5
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 12
Election of Speaker, 3
Ministry,17
Points of order, 951
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 482, 552
Questions without notice
Aboriginal artefacts, 741
Red Shield Appeal, 22

Questions without notice
Albury-Wodonga: proposed amalgamation, 767
Arts: project grants, 561
Auditor-General's report advertising, 103
Carers strategy, 205

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
CityUnk
project opening, 340
tolls, 555
Competition policy benchmarks, 555
Crown Casino
bidding process, 766
Senateinqudry, 654, 737
Drug debate, 237
Economy: performance indicators, 765
Employment government policy, 737
Exports: environment protection technology, 652
Grand prix: economic outcomes, 23
Guangdong Corporation: government

shareholdings, 207
Gun control, 19
Hospitals: Royal Children's, 433
Lyric theatre, 238
Melbourne Airport, 341
Members: pecwUary interests, 556
Ministerial advisers: pecuniary interests, 18,20, 23,
99,437
National Gallery of Victoria, 99
Premier
contempt investigation, 240, 242,341
defamation action, 771, 868
indemnity, 342
pecuniary interests, 100, 102,204,205,206,209,
344,433,434,436,558,738,741,742
Premier's awards: medical research, 655
Premier's Drug Advisory Council: government
response, 952

Housing
high-rise demolition, 400

rent, 989
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 385
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 806
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 971
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 720
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 124
Notices of motion, 841
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 491
Victorian drug strategy, 638

LANGDON, Mr avanhoe)
Adjournment
BanyuIe: soccer stadium, 614
Police: proposed headquarters, West Heidelberg, 831
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 367
GOVeD\or's speech
Address-in-reply, 153

KlLGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)
Adjournment
Buses: country student allowance, 832
Goulburn Valley Highway: Shepparton bypass, 303
Election of Chairman of Committees, 41
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 598

Petitions
Bellfield Primary School, 926
Police: proposed headquarters, 925
Rosanna railway station, 313
Soccer stadium, Yarra Valley, 313
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 544

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 509
LEAN, Mr (Carrum)
Adjournment
KOSKY, Ms (Altona)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 476
Adjournment
Community housing program, 703
Disability services: Altona, 833
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Schools: Carrum,922
GOVeD\Or's speech
Address-in-reply, 126
Questions without notice
Gaming: Tattersalls fee, 558
Koori Heritage Trust, 207
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LEIGa Mr (Mordialloc)

Adjournment
Education: marijuana debate, 988
Epsom racecourse, 397
Mordialloc RSL: honorary secretary, 66
Oz Child, 754
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,353
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 825

Condolences
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 16

INDEX
Bills
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 694, 735, 736,
743
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 807
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus Amendments) Bill, 905

Petitions
Coode Island chemical storage, 773, 774,925

Premier's Drag Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 497
Questions without notice
United Energy: audit report, 244

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 157

Petitions
Mordialloc-Cheltenham. Community Hospital, 174

Premier's Drug Advisory Cou,nci1

Drugs and our Community, 493

LUPTON, Mr (Knox)

Adjoumment
Maternal and child health services: Knox, 64
Platypus habitat protection, 228
Scoresby Road pedestrian crossing, 162,461
Bills

LEIGHrON, Mr (Preston)

Adjournment
Larundel: laundry tender,459

Points of order, 929

Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,387
Firearms (Prolubited Firearms) Bill, 805

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 747

Petitions
Capital punishment, 842
Knox children's services, 773

UM, Mr (Clayton)

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 501

Adjournment
Crown Casino: distribution of tokens, 832
Education: overseas students, 756
Rail: Westall station, 616

Questions without notice
Electricity industry: national market, 865
Gun control, 18

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply,l50
McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)

Adjournment
LONEY, Mc (Geelong North)

Roads: Belgrave bypass, 704
SES: Ulydale,65

Adjournment
Barwon Peer Education project, 829
Fresh food exports, 225

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 372
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 899

Election of Speaker, 3

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 145
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Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and OUT Community, 490

Petitions
~gs:d~tion,313,409

Points of order, 229
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 513
Questions without notice
Electricity industry: group pricing, 739
National Gallery of Victoria, 99

McCALL, Ms (Frankston)

Adjournment
Momington Peninsula: public transport, 757
Seaford-Frankston: foreshore management, 616

Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 121

Questions without notice
Crime statistics, 438

McGRATII, Mr W. D. (wimmera) {Minister for Police
and Emergency Services and Minister for
Corrections)

Adjournment
Ada River Big Tree, 995
City link: transponders, 469
Cohban Water: redundancies, 995
Community Support Fund, 995
Education:
English exchange program, Geelong, 995
marijuana debate, 994
Gun control, 405,469
Insurance: aircraft accidents, 995
Larundel: laundry tender, 469
Mordialloc RSL: former honorary secretary, 70
Narre Warren: secondary school site, 994
Planning: proposed hotel, East Melbourne, 469
Point~:cheDticalstorage,995

Police: powers of arrest, 469
Rail: Sunbury electrification, 995
Rutherglen Research Institute, 169
SES: Lilydale, 70

Rail: V/Line infrastructure, 242

Bills

McGILL, Mrs (Oakleigh)

Adjournment

Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 180
Firearms <Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 346,454, 810
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus Amendments) Bill,
346,451,906,907,909
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 657,
713,780

South Eastern Arterial: noise barriers, 226

Condolences
Petitions
South Eastern Arterial: noise barriers, 173

McAlister, Ronald Graham Henry, Esq., 8
Shilton, Leslie Victor, Esq., 7
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 14

Premier's Drug AdvisOry Council
Drugs and OUT Community, 524

Election of Speaker, 4

Questions without notice

Questions without notice

Port of Melbourne: charges, 240
Premier's awards: medical research,655

Crime statistics, 438
Deputy Premier: gun control, 562
Gun control, 740, 772
Police and court complex, Sunshine, 210

Standing Orders Committee
McGRAlH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool)

Election of Chairman of Committees, 42
Petitions
~gs:d~tion,313

Private bill fees, 176
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McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)
Adjournment
Transport (Tow Truck Reform) Act, 67

Bills
Firearms (Prohibited Firearms) Bill, 794
Questions without notice
Economy: performance indicators, 765
Golden moths orchid, 243
Victorian drug strategy, 640

Joint sitting of Parliament

Deakin University, 309
La Trobe University, 309
Monash University, 309
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, 309
Senate vacancy, 308
Swinburne University of Technology, 309
Victoria University of Technology, 309
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 309

Naming of member, 343
Questions without notice

Food industry: Indonesian agreement, 867
Oyster farming, 956
MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning
and Local Government)

Wool industry: initiatives, 559

Adjournment
Banyule: soccer stadium, 619
City Link
documents, 759
Southgate interchange, 306
Footscray: needle exchange centre, 620
Nillumbik: commissioner appointment, 170
Planning: Port Melbourne foreshore, 706

Bills
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal
(AInendmenti Bill, 115, 195,439
Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 345,444
Melbourne City link (Amendment) Bill, 345, 446, 873
Points of order, 826
Questions without notice
City Link
documents, 239
transponders, 652
Docklands: development, 770
Mount Stirling, 868
Point W1ias: chemical storage, 954

MADDIGAN, MI5 (Fssendon)
Adjournment
City Link: Debneys Park estate, 919
Environment plastic bags, 706
Essendon: homeless youth accommodation, 398
Essendon Airport, 228
Hospitals: Royal Melbourne, Essendon campus, 301

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 281
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 965
Melbourne City Link (Amendment) Bill, 821
Business of the house
Program. 249
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 143
Petitions
Gun control, 713
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 505
McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier and
Minister for Agriculture and Resources)
Adjournment
Dairy industry: exports, 618
Rutherglen Research Institute, 618
Bills
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 114,414
Miscellaneous Acts (Omrubus Amendments) Bill, 901
Business of the house
Standing orders, 901

MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment
Cohuna tennis club: corel1as, 834
Education: administrative software, 462
Ironbark sawmill, Rushworth, 400
Kanyana transport vehicle, 920

LEGISLATIVE ASSE~L Y
Bills
Biological Control (Amendment) Bill, 413
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Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and ()Ur Community, 494

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and ()Ur Community, 506
Questions without notice
City Link: project opening, 339, 340
Food industry: Indonesian agreement, 867

MlCALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 475
Adjournment
Hospitals: Dandenong, 922
Point lillias: chemical storage, 992
Westall Road upgrading, 613

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 674
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Saiety}Bill,345,875

Naming of member, 340
Points of order, 26, 373, 689
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 502

MlLDENHALL, Mr (Footscray)

NAPIHINE, Dr (Portland) (Minister for Youth and
Community Services)
Adjournment

AFL centenary season, 764
Ambulatory care centres, Cranboume, 233
Barwon Peer Education project, 834
Beechworth kindergarten, 994
Brimbank: youth support services, 468
Broad Insight group, 834
Caulfield: diabetes services, 708
Community residential units: fire safety, 68
Disability services
Altona,834
Mount Beauty, 169
Health: lymphoedema. sufferers, 707
Hospitals
Mildura Base, 994
Mornin~nPeninsula,708,994

proposed northern, 69
Maternal and child health services: Knox, 69
Meat industry: wholesaler registration, 764
Minister for Sport: greyhound lease, 762
Mornington Peninsula: public transport, 763
Oz Child, 763
PADP program, 835
Premier and Cabinet: former departmental head, 763
Rail: Bell station, 763
Scuba diving equipment regulations, 169
Unemployment western suburbs, 69
Wesley Central Mission, 762

Address of Professor Penington, AC, 481
Adjournment
Castlemaine Primary School, 918
Moonambel Primary School, 757
Paynesville Primary School, 162
Westmeadows Primary School, 299

Bills
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 972
Miscellaneous Acts (Omnibus Amendments) Bill, 902
Business of the house
Sessional orders, 59
Koori open door education, 319
Notices of motion, 839

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 693
Children's Services Bill, 346,455
Forestry Rights Bill, 978
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill, 299, 458, 916
Statute Law Revision (Marine) Bill, 457
Consultative Council on Obstetric and Paediatric
Mortality and Morbidity, 774
Questions without notice
Aborigines: juvenile justice system, 869
Auditor-General: child protection services, 868, 955
Child protection services: Fogarty report, 954
Community residential units: fire safety, 25
Problem gambling, 657
Protective services: child deaths, 557
Red Shield Appeal, 22
Victorian drug strategy, 630
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PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr CDandenong)

PESCOTT, Mr (Mitcham)

Adjournment

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and our Community, 543

Minister for Sport: greyhound lease, 756
Narre Warren: secondary school site, 989

Bills
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill, 430
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill,974

PEULIOI, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Adjournment
Education: exchange student program, 302

Petitions
Gas, electricity and water concessions, 925
Hampton Park roads, 925
Privatisation, 925

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 541

Koori open door education, 323
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 540
Questions without notice
Melbourne Airport, 341
Problem gambling, 657

PATERS ON, Mr (South Barwon)
Adjournment
PADP program, 831

Questions without notice
Port of Geelong: sale, 208
Training: competitive system, 101

PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)

Adjoumment
Montmorency South Primary School, 615

Questions without notice
Gun control, 772
Rail: Upfield line, 102

Victorian drug strategy, 649
PERRJN, Mr (Bulleen)

Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 936

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 291

Premier's Drug Advisory Council
Drugs and our Community, 503

PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benarnbra)

Adjournment
Beechworth kindergarten, 992
Beechworth Prison: V/line tender, 919
Disability services, 165
Gun control,401
Meat industry: wholesaler registration, 758

Business of the house
PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)

Sessional orders, 61

Points of order, 689

Election of Speaker, 3

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Governor's speech

Drugs and our Community, 487

Address-in-reply,606

Points of order, 920

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Questions without notice
Albury-Wodonga: proposed amalgamation, 767
Public transport grand prix, 24
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Petitions
Capital punishment, 245
~gs:d~tion,245

Langwarrin bus service, 174
Pearcedale bus service, 174
Proposed Carrum Downs brothel, 174

PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (See S~ The
(Bon. S. J. Plowman»

Points of order, 166, 970
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and OUT Community, 532
Questions without notice

REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport and
Minister for Rural Development)

Hospitals: Royal Children's, 433
Premier's ~g Advisory Council: government
response,952

Adjournment
Castlemaine woollen mill fire, 710
Epsom racecourse, 405
Essendon: homeless youth accommodation, 406
Heidelberg printing presses: asbestos removal, 406
Intellectual disability services: long-term care, 406
Rail: Upfield line, 406
Werribee: toxic waste dump, 406
Condolences
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 15

RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)
Adjoumment

Dairy industry: exports, 614
Wilsons Promontory: tourist development, 164
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 686
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill,268
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill,960
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill, 418

RICHARDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)

Gaming industry, 842

Bills

Petitions

Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1996/97) Bill,
396

~gs:d~tion,563

Points of order, 266,416
Business of the house
Sessional orders, 51
Petitions
GWl control, 773
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 522

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 496
Questions without notice

Oyster farming, 956
Solicitors Guarantee Fund: levy, 104

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 245, 564, 774

ROWE, Mr (Cranboume)
Adjournment
Ambulatory care centres: Cranboume,227

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 260

SAVAGE, Mr (Mildura)
Adjournment
Hospitals: Mildura Base, 990
Petrol: country prices, 398

Bills
Firearms (Prolubited Firearms) Bill, 809, 811

(28)
Governor's speech
Address--in-reply,200
Petitions
~gs:d~tion,313

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our community, 539

INDEX
SHEEHAN, Mr <Northcote)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 478

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 500
Public Accounts and &timates Committee
Auditor-General's Office, 775

Questions without notice
Gun control, 740

SMITH, Mr E. R (Glen Waverley)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 481

SBTZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment
Intellectual disability services, 400
Optus: overhead cable, 229

RACV
board nominations, 164
elections, 617
Rail: 5unbury electrification, 993
Unemployment western suburbs, 67

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 294
Governor's speech
Address-in-reply, 610, 747
Petitions
B-double vehicles, 774
Gun control, 773

Adjournment
City link: documents, 756
Footscray: needle exchange centre, 616
Insurance: aircraft accidents, 991
World Environment Day, 704
Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 933

Bills
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 780
Petitions
Crown Casino trading hours, 71
~gs:d~tion,625

Westemport national park, 563
Points of order, 840

Victorian drug strategy, 645

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 526
SMITII, Mr L W. (Polwarth)
Condolences
SHARDEY, Mrs (Caulfield)
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 475

Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 16
Petitions
TImber buildings, Anglesea, 563

Adjournment
Caulfield: diabetes services, 703
Governors speech
Address-in-reply, 138
Questions without notice
Lyric theatre, 238
Protection services: child deaths, 557

SPEAKER,. The (Hon. S. J. Plowman)
Absence of minister, 952
Auditor-General

Children's Court, 927

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Commission to swear members, 17

STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)

Condolences

Petitions
Drugs: deaimina1isation, 409

McAlister, Ronald Henry Graham, Esq., 12
Shilton, Leslie Victor, Esq., 7
Wheeler, Hon. Sir Kenneth Henry, 17
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Distinguished visitors, 952
Drug debate, 248

STOCKDALE, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer and Minister
for Multimedia)

Election of Speaker, 3

Bills

Firearms (Prohibited Fireanns) Bill
Member's dissent recorded, 811

Ombudsman and Deputy Ombudsman (Police
Complaints), 32
Parliament
Joint sitting
Deakin University, 247, 272
La Trobe University, 247, 272
Monash University, 247, 272
Royal Melbourne Institute of Tedmology, 247, 272
Senate vacancy, 246, 272
Swinburne University of Technology, 247, 272
Victoria University of Technology, 247, 272
Victorian Hea1L'1 Promotion Foundation, 247, 272
Officers, 63

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 114, 188
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill, 345, 886, 887
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 106
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1996/97) Bill,
113
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 115, 192,733,
735,736,744
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 346
Gaming Machine Control (Community Support
Fund) Bill, 346
State Taxation (Omrubus Amendment) Bill, 114, 181,
670,672,673
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 114, 183
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill, 114,
184,570,571,572
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill, 114, 186, 582, 591, 593
Westpac and. Bank of Melbourne (Olallenge Bank)
Bill, 775, 815

Presentation to Governor, 5
Swearing in of members, 237

Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 105

SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)
Adjournment
Education: English exchange program, Geelong, 993
Housing: crisis accommodation, 459
Point Lonsdale Primary School, 300
Roads: Ocean Grove, 705

Questions without notice
Crown Casino: bidding process, 653, 765, 769
Electricity industry
group pricing, 739
national market, 865
privatisation, 205,434
Gaming: Tattersalls fee, 558
Port of Geelong: sale, 208
Port of Melbourne: charges, 240
Premier: pecuniary interests, 559
Stamp duty: home loans, 560
United Energy: audit report, 244
Workcover: costs, 768

Bills
Housing (Amendment) Bill, 720

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Conservation
and Land Management)

Drugs and our Community, 528
Adjournment
Questions without notice
Electricity industry: privatisation, 205
Employment government policy, 737
Point~:chemica1storage,954

Environment plastic bags, 711
Hampton beach renourishment, 235
Ironbark mill, Rushworth, 404
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Mount Hotham: development proposals, 234
Noxious weeds, 711
Optus: overhead cable, 235
Platypus habitat protection, 234
Rosebud: foreshore management, 404
Seaford-Frankston: foreshore management, 619
Wilsons Promontory: tourist development, 168
World Environment Day, 710
Bills
Accident Compensation (Occupational Health and
Safety) Bill, 447
Ballarat Lands (l.akeside Development) Bill, 346, 449
Forestry Rights Bill, 870
Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) Bill, 346,450
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 595
Personal explanations, 41

Bills
Health Acts (Amendment) Bill, 913
Business of the house
Adjournment, 946
Televising and broadcasting of proceedings, 117
Points of order, 25, 343,582, 651, 868, 869,929,930,
957,958
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 485
Questions without notice
Auditor-General
child protection services, 868, 955
Oilldren's Court, 866, 956
Child protection services: Fogarty report, 954
Community residential units: fire safety, 25

Questions without notice
Golden moths orchid, 243
Point Lillias chemical storage, 656

Victorian drug strategy, 634

TRAYNOR, Mr (Ballarat East)
THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment

Beaumaris North Primary School, 303
Hampton beach renourishment, 229
Health: prescription costs, 68
Moorabbin Airport, 617
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1996/97) Bill,
394

Address of Professor Penington, AC, 480
Bills
Police Regulation (Selection and Review) Bill, 779
Petitions
Gun control, 244, 563, 773
Questions without notice
Aborigines: juvenile justice system, 869
Police and court complex, Sunshine, 210

Points of order, 757
Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 537
TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)
Questions without notice
Docklands: development, 770
Universities: funding, 436

Adjournment
Paynesville Primary School, 833
Scuba diving equipment regulations, 163
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 346

THWAITES, Mr (Albert Park)
Election of Chairman of Committees, 42
Address of Professor Penington, AC, 480
Questions without notice
Adjournment
Community residential units: fire safety, 64
Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 937

Water industry: customer service report, 343
Workcover: costs, 768

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for
Fair Trading and Minister for Women's Affairs)

WILSON, Mrs (Dandenong North)
Petitions

Adjournment
Premier: contempt investigation, 620
~~:clections,621

Auditor-General's Office
Financial audit, 943
Bills
Gaming Acts (Amendment) Bill, 565,968
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 180
Legal Practice Bill, 870,982
Legal Profession Practice (Direct Mortgages) Bill,
115,193,426
Oassification guidelines, 26

County Court judges, 27
Points of order, 839, 840, 929, 957, 958

Questions without notice
Auditor-General
child protection services, 952
Children's Court, 864, 867, 957
Crown Casino: bidding process, 768
Premier
contempt investigation, 237,238,239,241,243
indemnity,339
pecuniary interests, 437
Solicitors Guarantee Fund: levy, 104

Supreme Court judges, 926

WELLS, Mr (Wantirna)
Adjournment
Buses: Rowville,225
Knox spastic centre, 922
Scoresby freeway: construction, 829

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill, 363

Premier's Drug Advisory Council

Drugs and our Community, 519
Questions without notice
Drug debate, 237
Mount Stirling, 868

Gas, electricity and water concessions, 71
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

21
37

Subject matter
Justice: advertising campaign
Justice: advertising campaign

40

Express - News from the Met

41

Transport Premium Stations campaign
Met advertising campaigns
State deficit levy leaflets
Transport annual reports
Roads and ports: annual reports
Roads and ports: advertising campaigns
Transport consultancies
Justice: consultancies
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Roads and ports: consultancies
Vicroads magazine
Fair Deal magazine

48

49
56
71

87
99

112
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137
147
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Good Business Guide
Justice: staff
Roads and ports: staff
Justice: staff
Justice: staff
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