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The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Cerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Drugs: decriminalisation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth their concern at the move to
the legalisation/ decriminalisation of illegal drugs.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
affirms its opposition to the concept of responsible use
of psychoactive substances and the legalisation or
decriminalisation of the use, possession, sale,
trafficking or production of those substances including
cannabis, heroin and cocaine for anything other than
strictly authorised medical or scientific purposes.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Dixon (11 signatures)

Drugs: decriminalisation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that we fear for the health and
welfare of our young people should marijuana be
decriminalised in any way whatever. Your petitioners
therefore pray that you strenuously oppose any steps to
decriminalise this drug.
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that we oppose decriminalisation or legalisation to
allow use and possession of a prohibited drug, namely
marijuana. Your petitioners therefore pray that you say
no to any move to change drug laws.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Savage (213 signatures)

Soccer stadium, Yarra Valley
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria showeth call on the state government to
abandon any plans or considerations to allow the
building of a soccer stadium in the Yarra Valley
opposite Eaglemont; to ensure that the residents
continue their quiet enjoyment of this totally residential
area; and to ensure that council, Melbourne Water and
Yarra Valley authorities continue to have planning
controls over the Yarra Valley.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Langdon (96 signatures)

Rosanna railway station
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state showeth their concern over the delay in installing
automatic locking pedestrian gates at the railroad
crossings near Rosanna railway station. There have
already been several fatalities and near misses in recent
years and this situation is a cause of considerable
community concern.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
will urgently address the concerns of the community
and install the gates promptly.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr McArthur (16 signatures)

Drugs: decriminalisation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Murrayville and district in the state of Victoria sheweth

By Mr Langdon ( 621 signatures)

Drugs: decriminalisation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the citizens of Warrnam.bool
and district sheweth that the legislation of marijuana
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would be a downward step for Victoria in that it will
further increase the availability of this
morale-destroying drug and lead to increased hard
drug addiction.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that the state
government will reject the proposal to legalise the
growing and use of marijuana and increase attempts to
educate young people against the dangers of this and
all harmful drugs.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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MELBOURNE CITY LINK AGREEMENT
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I desire to
move, by leave:
That the agreements amending the Melbourne City
Link Agreement tabled in the house on 14 May 1996 be
disallowed.

Leave refused.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - In that case, I
give notice that tomorrow I will move:

By Mr J. F. McGrath (328 signatures)
That the agreements amending the Melbourne City
Link Agreement tabled in the house on 14 May 1996 be
disallowed.

Laid on table.

PAPERS
KOORI OPEN DOOR EDUCATION
Laid on table by Clerk:
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - I move:
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 - Notification from the
Minister for Planning and Local Government of the
following deed which amends the Melbourne City Link
Agreement
Second deed amending the Concession Deed
(dated 28 May 1996) and explanatory notes.

AUDITOR-GENERAL

Community Support Fund
The SPEAKER presented special report no. 40, The
Community Support Fund - a significant
community asset.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority Bill
Water Acts (Amendment) Bill
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal
(Amendment) Bill
State Taxation (Omnibus Amendment) Bill.

That this house congratulates the government and the
Minister for Education for providing the Koori Open
Door Education (KODE) policy enabling Aboriginal
communities to manage their own schools from prep to
year 12 at Glenroy and Morwe1l.

It is disturbing that the Leader of the OppOSition
should leave the house at the beginning of such an
important debate on the Koori Open Door Education
policy. Only yesterday the Leader of the Opposition
was hunting around at both the Glenroy and
Morwell campuses trying to dig up some dirt to
denigrate these wonderful education programs.
Unlike the honourable member for Morwell, the
Leader of the Opposition is not about giving good
news or supporting excellent government initiatives.
We may ask why the former member for Carrum is
no longer a member of this place. I am sure one of
the reasons is because he could not bring himself to
support the KODE initiatives at campuses at
Glenroy and Morwell.
I am delighted that the house will debate this notice
of motion during what is not only Education Week
in Victoria but also National Reconciliation Week
throughout Australia. While the motion calls for
recognition of the government's efforts, my intention
is not only to pat the government on the back, as it
were, for its great record in Koori education but also
to thank a large number of people and organisations
who have made the Koori Open Door Education
policy a practical reality. The spirit of KODE has
infected members of the opposition who, in a rare
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public display of support for government policy,
have praised the worthiness of the KODE program.
Behind the grand words and speeches about
nationwide Aboriginal reconciliation is a desire to
see simple equality between indigenous and
non-indigenous Australians, a notion based on
mutual respect and understanding. As legislators in
the Parliament of Victoria we have gathered to
develop laws and regulations under the
Westminster system which, despite its numerous
faults, has served our populace very well. I
recognise, however, that our Parliament is far away
from the tribal laws and the meeting places which
codified the life of the nation's indigenous people for
thousands of years before Cook's landing.
The magnificent mosaic by Nelson Ijakamarra on
the forecourt of Parliament House in Canberra is a
powerful symbol for all of us of the marriage
between our cultures and values. During the almost
four years that I have been the parliamentary
secretary for education, a personally fulfilling
highlight has been my experience in working with
Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Inc.
(VAEAI). Victoria's peak Koori education advisory
group advises government and Koori communities
on Koori education policy and the allocation of
funds for education in Koori communities. The quiet
dignity and tremendous resolve of people like
VAEA!'s Mary Atkinson, who is the president, and
Robert Saunders, who are about getting the best
possible education outcomes for Koori students is
outstanding. These people have been instrumental in
the development of the KODE policy and what we
are doing in Koori education in Victoria.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr ELDER - The former member for Mildura
was very committed to KODE and in fact on
numerous occasions brought members of the Koori
community from Mildura to my office to try to
improve education for his Koori community in
Mildw-a. So he had a strong commitment to this
area. It will be incumbent on the new member for
Mildura to also support Koori education in his
community, rather than continuing with some of the
redneck comments he has made recently about
mental health in his electorate.

At the heart of the KODE schools is the knowledge
that education is the key to an improved
opportunity for equality and understanding. Some
members opposite and all members on this side of
the house understand that. The many members who
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have come from working-class backgrounds know
that the great escape is a good quality education that
empowers people to get out, get good jobs and make
a contribution in our community.
The development of KODE recognises that the
delivery of education to Aboriginal students
nationwide has met with only limited success. That
is something we all understand. For example, we
have low year 12 retention rates amongst Koori
students, and high levels of absence and truancy
amongst those students in the compulsory years of
schooling in Victoria. Oearly the Aboriginal
community, with Mary Atkinson and Robert
Saunders, recognised that something had to be done.
They have led this country with the development of
KODE. It is my hope that our experience in Victoria
will lead to a comprehensive national approach
using KODE as a model. The alienation felt by many
young Kooris in modern Australian society is surely
a significant root cause of social dislocation in later
life.
Those honourable members who know me well will
know that I have never pretended to be any sort of
poet, but I was struck by a poem that appeared in
the Glenroy KODE campus newsletter. Last year
that facility was opened jointly by the Honourable
Ross Free, who was then the federal Minister for
Schools, Vocational Education and Training, and me.
As I said, the poem really struck me. As it is
National Reconciliation Week, it seems appropriate
to read the poem aloud, so I hope honourable
members will indulge me in this. The poem's simple
words sum up better than I ever could the sense of
alienation to which I referred a few moments ago. I
trust, however, that honourable members will hear
the quiet message of optimism in the final verse. The
poem is entitled 'Kooris come in all colours':
I know I'm a Koori
I've learned it from my kin
but sometimes I'm questioned
on the colour of my skin.
I'm questioned on this by
both black and white:
my culture and identity
are my legal right.
My Aboriginality
I've searched for so long
but doubts of others
make it hard to belong.

KOORI OPEN DOOR EDUCATION
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If you wouldn't make judgments
on just what you see
then maybe by chance
you'll see the real me.

That poem appeals for a deeper understanding of
Aboriginal culture among both black and white
~ections of our community and it recognises the
Importance of kinship and the value of learning
from Koori elders. Above all, that poem develops
and explores the theme of understanding and
tolerance. The significance of the poem and the
reason that I have read it aloud is to emphasise that
KODE is a wonderful starting point to address the
complex issues raised by the author.

Mr Hamilton - Who was the author?
Mr ELDER - I will get that for you if I can,
although I think it was anonymous.
The people involved in KODE know what this poem
means and use that knowledge as a preparatory
ground for all KODE programs. The honourable
member for Morwell, who has been a strong
supporter of this program, knows that the basic aims
of KODE are very simple. They are:
1.

To increase the range of educational
opportunities for Koori students;

2.

To increase the participation of Koori students
in schooling - something which was missing
before the establishment of KODE;

3.

To increase all students' knowledge and
understanding of Koori culture, heritage,
lifestyle, values and issues;

4.

To increase the participation of Koori parents in
decision-making in curriculum and school
management; and

5.

To increase the participation of Koori
administrators, teachers and education
workers.

In all these areas, in partnership with VAEAI, the
Victorian government's Aboriginal education plan is
succeeding. The Victorian government knows and
understands that philosophically the path to better
educational outcomes for all students is to empower
local school communities with decision-making
ability within a framework of sound curriculum
programs and appropriate accountability measures.
This fits well with our Schools of the Future theme.

KODE utilises all the features I have mentioned and
does so within a culturally and socially responsive
framework established in partnership between the
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school leadership team, VAEAI, the Directorate of
School Education and the students.
Importantly, KODE embraces the entire Koori
community. The KODE schools cater for students
from kindergarten, that is prep, to year 12 and
conduct adult education courses as well within their
campuses. Th~ presence of adult Kooris and young
students prOVIdes for a whole-community approach
to a mutually supportive learning environment. One
of the important keys to the success of the KODE
campus is the totally supportive environment,
where you have the mums and dads, the aunties and
uncles and the elders of the Koori community on
campus and supporting the students enrolled in the
schools.
In addition to regular curriculum activities, students
study Koori culture, art, dance and movement
s~orytelling and native languages. I expect tha~ over
time those curriculum options will be extended and
am su.:e that they will be just as exciting and
mteresting to the Koori students as those curriculum
choices that are already on offer.

!

I stress that those educative programs are not soft
options, because the Koori students are also
involved in core curriculum activities such as
English and mathematics. Those are elective add-on
subjects that allow the students to find out more
about their own culture and Aboriginality.
We in Parliament can only imagine the complexities
of Koori culture, the significance of passing
knowledge on from an Aboriginal elder to a
youngster and the use of traditional storytelling
methods involving dance and song. The study of
Koori culture is not only a means of keeping
students interested in traditional pursuits that
encourage leadership, independence and a sense of
community but a way to provide young Kooris with
a definite sense of self and belonging.
That cultural knowledge will ensure KODE students
leave their compulsory years of education with a
sound understanding of their Aboriginality - a
Significant response to the call from the author of the
poem I read to the house a few minutes ago.
In addition to their locally established committees of
management, KODE schools are also supported by
local Aboriginal educational consultative groups
and VAEAI. Those networks provide a rich source of
advice and contacts with respected speakers and
Aboriginal educators as well as strong community
links, all of which make each school a centre of local
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Koori activities. We are aiming at establishing
extended schools to encompass the total Koori
community and also to be focal points for activities
within districts.
At the KODE school in Morwe1l students are
proving the hypothesis that if you provide
state-of-the-art conditions for learning to students
who have never before had them, they will succeed.
Some of the schools were rather ordinary, but with
state-of-the-art opportunities and the technologies
provided in the schools they have shown there is a
greater chance of success. Those schools are now
proving that hypothesis on their campuses.
The Morwell school has chosen technology as a
means of marrying culture and literacy, and is
currently heavily involved in planning to bring the
local Bataluk cultural trail to the classroom, the
school's Internet home page and ultimately to the
wider audience via CD-ROM - something that two
years ago would never have been envisaged.
Mr Hamilton - We couldn't even say it two
years ago!
Mr ELDER - The honourable member for
Morwell is right. The school also has plans to
provide a database of the local Gunai/Kurnai
language on the Internet - another development at
the local school level. The school knows that
Aboriginal communities need to take advantage of
new technology to bring the world to its students
and the students to the world. Through the Internet,
the students at Morwell can communicate with other
indigenous people around the world.
Mr Hamilton - Two thousand five hundred in
one week.
Mr ELDER - That is right. The effect on students
has been outstanding. I have heard that students
who were once reluctant to attend school have to be
told, 'Get off the computers and go home'!
I visited the school at Morwe1llast year. I said to the
students, 'What would you like me to do to help
your school?'. The response from the kids who, in
the past, had been non-attenders - whose ranks
were full of truants and who had not gone to VCE
standard - was that they would like the school
program to be extended through the school holidays
so they had somewhere to go during that time.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
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Mr ELDER - As the honourable member for
Morwell says, a large number of students attended
the school during the school holidays. Although that
may be a first, something exciting - some may even
say strange - is happening at the KODE's campus
at Morwell if former truants want to go to school
during the holidays.
A combination of outstanding teacher leadership
and the strategic use of technology has achieved
remarkable results. All the teachers I spoke to at the
KODE campuses have a deep commitment to what
they are doing. Just as KODE schools are the local
Koori community hub, so too are they the centre for
the government's Koori education program.
The operational plan for Koori education
encompasses a range of programs which operate in
KODE schools and other school communities across
the state. Those programs are designed to ensure
that Victorian students are exposed to Koori culture
and that they learn about their Koori educational
programs and lifestyles. One of the most important
projects with which I have been involved is the
Koori intern teacher program, which was in part an
initiative of the former ALP government in Victoria
and which is now heavily supported by the
government. It has meant that 32 Kooris are being
trained as primary and secondary teachers under a
four-year degree program at Deakin University.
The minister is saying 'Hear, hear!' because she has
been actively involved in the program in Geelong as
a member of the council of Deakin University and as
the local member of Parliament. The honourable
member for Bendigo East has also been a strong
supporter of this program, the aim of which is to
provide young Victorians with Koori role models
while simultaneously introducing Koori-sensitive
issues into the mainstream education community.
I am pleased that the government's Keys to Life
literacy and numeracy strategy is helping Koori
students at Swan Hill and Swan Hill North primary
schools to improve their literacy skills while
increasing the students' awareness of Koori heritage,
lifestyles, values, culture and heritage.
The government operates 10 Koori education centres
located through the state; they provide a range of
educational support services to community
members and education service providers. Support
services also include curriculum resources,
important counselling services, homework
programs, meeting facilities, drop-in centres and
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other functions determined by the needs of the local
community.

In addition to those 10 centres, the government has
established the Namalaata Koori Community
Education Centre in Northcote. Namalaata
coordinates projects which include cultural
awareness programs, holiday activities - which are
important to the community - early childhood
initiatives, school group programs, adult classes and
research and homework classes. It is important that
the schooling does not finish at 3.30 p.m. or at the
end of the school day but that those strong links be
developed between the school and the school
community.
Parents are aware of the expectations of school
communities for the education of Koori students.
Homework programs have been successfully
implemented in many centres and have led to the
forming of a bridge between school expectations,
Koori students and their parents.
Another program with which I have been actively
involved, with the strong support of the Minister for
Education, is the Koori educators program. That
exciting program builds bridges between the
schools, the community and the Koori culture. The
government now funds 56 Koori educators in 40
schools throughout Victoria. Those men and women
provide curriculum support to schools with a high
concentration of Koori students - often to
mainstream schools with large numbers of Koori
students.
They also liaise directly with the schools and their
Koori communities, and I cannot stress how vital
that link is to the ongoing education of Koori
students.
The government is equipping Koori educators with
practical strategies in literacy and numeracy and
developing curriculum support materials to assist
teachers in classrooms. The government is also
funding a mentor program established by VAEAI,
through which prominent members of the Koori
community can support Koori youth whenever
intensive one-to-one support is required. The
program is an enormous success in schools.
I am not trying to make a political point because, as
honourable members will know, I am not into that
sort of thing. But when the government came to
power in 1992 state expenditure on Koori education
amounted to just over $741 000. By 1995 the state
commitment to Koori education had expanded to
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$6.655 million - an almost eightfold increase in just
over three years. I mention those figures to illustrate
not just the state government's commitment to the
provision of better learning opportunities for Kooris
but also how willing the Koori community is to use
those funds creatively and cost effectively.
KODE and all the innovative programs I have just
mentioned would be nothing without the strong
support of Victoria's Aboriginal community. There
is pleasing evidence to show that that strong support
is being translated into increased Koori enrolments.
The number of Koori students entering government
schools increased from 3085 in 1994 to 3382 in 1995,
with a significant increase in numbers at the prep
level. There was also an increase in year 12
enrolments from 48 students in 1994 to 62 in 1995.
Almost 200 students are studying at the two KODE
schools. The retention rates are exciting, and
information from the campuses is enormously
encouraging. We believe we have struck the right
mix of government service provision and
community ownership of Koori education.
Like the Koori communities they serve we are
delighted with the success of the KODE campuses,
so much so that the government will develop
another two. The original KODE task force has been
re-established and work is proceeding on the
selection of the two new sites. The honourable
member for Morwell was on the task force in its
early days and helped to establish the Morwell
campus. That sort of bipartisan support is needed
for the success of those programs. At this point I
thank my parliamentary colleague the honourable
member for Morwell, who has stood solidly behind
the KODE campus at Kumai Secondary College. His
support has transcended party politics. I hate to get
into this, but the truth is that although the former
member for Carrum and former shadow education
minister, Mal Sandon, could not bring himself to
embrace KODE, the honourable member for
Morwell has been unwavering in his enthusiasm for
it. I appreciated the honourable member's comments
on 1 March 1995:
I applaud the government for establishing KODE
schools and the philosophy behind them because the
framework of learning for these kids attending these
schools is set in the culture and heritage of the
indigenous people of this country, the oldest known
indigenous people in the world by tens of thousands of

years.
I put on the record the strong support for the
establishment of the KODE campuses shown by the
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previous Minister for Education, Mr Hayward; the
present Minister for Education, who is equally
supportive and who has visited the campuses in the
short time he has been the minister; the current
Minister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, the
honourable member for Geelong; and the former
minister, the member for Bendigo East. That sort of
support is vital if these programs are to succeed.
The house will note that KODE is not solely about
Aboriginality: it is also about educating the entire
community. Although education alone will not solve
the morass of health and social concerns of
Aboriginal communities in the far-flung reaches of
regional Australia, I believe the KODE model can be
the kernel of something great, something of national
and international significance.
KODE's reputation has already spread overseas.
Victoria has been invited to give an address on
KODE by the Academic Chair of the World
Indigenous People's Conference on Education. In
just over two weeks representatives of VAEA! and
the Directorate of School Education will fly to
Albuquerque, New Mexico, with the principals of
both KODE campuses to outline the success of
KODE and brief conference delegates about the
establishment and development of its campuses. We
are leading the world in this area.
Mr Gude - You should go over and tell them
about it!
Mr ELDER - I was coming to that. I have been
asked to give a keynote address on the advances we
have made on Koori education in Victoria, so I will
be accompanying both Mary Atkinson, the president
of VAEAI, and the principals of both KODE
campuses to advise the world what we are doing in
Koori open door education.

It is appropriate that Parliament is discussing the
Koori Open Door Education policy during
Education Week and National Reconciliation Week.
KODE deserves the support of all members of
Parliament, whatever political party each of us
represents. The former Federal Labor government
was right behind KODE and contributed a one-off
grant of $670 000 to get the project up and running. I
have already mentioned the support given by the
honourable member for Morwell.
I have sought to raise honourable members'
consciousness of KODE and to bring to their
attention the fact that Victoria has something
exciting and visionary based on a proposal put to
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the government by VAEA! only two years ago and
acted on with resounding success. Establishing
KODE has been the dream of Mary Atkinson and
VAEA! for more than 10 years. Reconciliation means
nothing if we cannot stand for something
substantive and tangible. KODE and the associated
Koori education programs in Victoria are helping to
educate us all. Through KODE, Koori students are
being given access to the best possible education.
KODE provides all of us with the heartening
evidence that politicians and governments can work
with Aboriginal communities to create something of
value and long-term importance in the process of
reconciliation.
By way of contrast, I was dismayed by some of the
federal election results that saw redneck politicians
achieve massive swings because they argued that
'blacks were getting too much'. The process of
reconciliation continues in Victoria because we
understand that the issue is not about indigenous
Australia but about national maturity. One measure
of how far we have come as a state and indeed as a
nation will be the extent to which we have tackled
the issues relating to reconciliation. Education is the
key, and through KODE Victoria is leading the way.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - The opposition
places on the record its support for the laudable
objectives of the KODE programs and the unusually
sincere comments of the honourable member for
Ripon. That is not the image of that person we
commonly see around here, but I acknowledge both
the sincerity and the credibility with which he
delivered his speech.

We also acknowledge the apparent success of and
the heartening progress the KODE strategy and
KODE schools are making. It would be wonderful to
be able to say that a strategy such as this was the
result of a commitment to principle and of
exhaustive analysis of the issues - that is, a
well-developed and consultative strategy and a
well-thought-out implementation to bring the KODE
schools into reality. However, unfortunately, and
typically for the government, that is far from the

case.
In late 1994 and early 1995 in the gestation of this
project and after one of the worst public relations
disasters that has ever affected a state
government - the debacle over the Northland
Secondary College closure and consequent legal
battles - the government did what it normally does
when it gets into trouble: it went for the public
relations machine, pumped it full of money and got
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going on a strategy to deflect the criticism being
heaped on it.
At that time, fortunately for the government,
significant federal funds were on offer to initiate just
such a project. In a rare example of this
government's cooperation with the federal
government, the KODE strategy was developed and
initiated. It was a typical reaction by the former
Minister for Education; he had the biggest PR
machine of any portfolio, with more than 20 staff
and millions of dollars in annual subsidies to start
pumping out an alternative message. Although the
KODE project was in its early stages of evaluation, it
was already pronounced a success upon its launch,
which is a typical performance of the former
minister's PR machine.
It was clearly the government's embarrassment over
the Northland issue that prompted the timing of the
initiation of the KODE project. The Northland issue,
the four court actions and the lengthy, drawn-out
process that followed have been debated at some
length. I will refer briefly to a comment in an Age
editorial linking the origins of KODE to the
Northland issue. The editorial of 20 February 1995
was written shortly after the decision by the full
bench of the Supreme Court to reject the
government's final appeal:

The decision is a victory for the students, parents and
teachers who made up the Northland school
community, and a political embarrassment for the state
government.
It goes on to detail the terrible human cost of the
government's campaign against the Koori students
and the school community at Northland:
Of the 55 Koori students who had planned to return to
Northland in 1993 only 3 were still in the state system
in the third term last year. Many of the 27 who enrolled
in other state secondary schools in 1993 said that they
had dropped out after encountering racism in other
schools. This should be a matter of concern to the
whole community. Education represents the best hope
for Aborigines to take their full and rightful place in the
life of modem Australia. It is important that the whole
education system be made accessible to them and
sensitive to their needs and culture. To this end the
state government has founded annexes for Koori
education at two other Victorian secondary schools.
While these will be valuable, the Northland model in
which Koori children were integrated with the
non-Koori majority in a whole-school approach, based
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on respect for the individual and an emphasis on Koori
culture, is clearly preferred by some Koori parents.
That is an illustrative point. It places the Northland
approach alongside the KODE approach but also
points out in very clear terms the extraordinary
amount of damage done to both the reputation of
this state and to some very disadvantaged people in
the Northland community by the government's
outrageous attack on them.
Other features of that episode are also well known,
and I will touch on them briefly. One is the dodgy
tendering process for the legal fees, where a tender
was let for $150 000 and the Auditor-General had
cause to remark on the extraordinarily overblown
budget. The government, in its maniacal
determination to hit that community, blew that
budget out to more than $650 000 before it was
brought to some account, and ultimately spent more
than $1.5 million to use every legal move it could
think of short of an appeal to the High Court of
Australia to close that school.
Typically, the issue came down to one where the
Premier said this was about 'Who runs the state the Equal Opportunity Board or me?' He used every
last dollar that was obviously in the legal kitty of the
Directorate of School Education in an attempt to
overturn that decision. Eventually he threatened
publicly to ensure that it never happened again,
after out-resourcing the Northland community for
the court cases. That tactic obviously did not
succeed, so he changed the Equal Opportunity Act
and the Education Act to ensure that appeals like
that would never occur again and that a
disadvantaged community such as the Kooris at
Northland Secondary College could never again
exercise their rights and take their grievances to a
Victorian court.
That was a terrible and disgraceful episode in the
history of education and in the history of
government and Koori relations in this state. For
more than a year teachers conducted their classes in
the nearby sporting pavilion, and I am sure anyone
who visited the remnants of that school would have
seen that as a dreadful symbol of the way the
government treats disadvantaged communities.
The KODE strategy also needs to be put in the
context of the government's overall approach to
dealing with Aboriginal education.

It was heartening to hear of the increase in resources
being applied to the KODE strategy and to
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Aboriginal education. However, I query the
parliamentary secretary and wish to tease out the
dimensions of the target in the educational strategy.
What is the catchment for the possible strategy?
What sorts of targets does the government have for
opening new campuses and catching within the net
of the strategy a targeted number of Koori
communities and Koori-background students?
Unfortunately the commendable effort that is under
way will be disabled and hampered by the other
government policies and strategies that impact on
the area. One of those is this government's refusal to
cooperate with the commonwealth government in
joint Koori strategies.
I note that late last year there was a stand-off
between the Victorian government and the federal
education ministry over funds earmarked for
Aboriginal education in this state. Whereas every
other state, regardless of their political orientation,
had embraced the offer by the then Labor
administration for additional funds for Aboriginal
education, Victoria was the one out: Victoria was
refusing to cooperate.
Shortly after that episode a negative and
point-scoring debate was reported in the Age in
which the Director of School Education and the
federal minister attacked each other over whose
fault it was. Typically, the recipients of the service those who desperately need enhanced
opportunities - were neglected and forgotten in
that debate.
There are also some unnerving, disappointing and
worrying figures coming out on preschool education
in this state, which show that, even on health and
community services' own figures, there has been an
enormous drop-out of Koori children and Koori
families from preschool education, particularly in
the western suburbs, as a result of the increased fees
forced on kindergartens by this government.
So the KODE policy is all and well- and we

support it - but the government must appreciate
the impact its policies in other portfolio areas are
having on the access of Koori families and Koori
students to education.
I also note that the government combined its
announcement of its new Koori campuses with a
restated commitment to the recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Custody, which it is steadily implementing. In a
couple of areas its performance has again been
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absolutely disgraceful; with the same level of
vindictiveness with which it went after the Koori
students at Northland, the government has refused
to pick up some of the recommendations. The Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody
identified N orthland as one of the best mainstream
schools for Aborigines in Australia and as a
lighthouse school. Some commitment to that royal
commission outcome!
The government has also obviously failed to act on
one of the most fundamental forms of oppression
against Aborigines by the criminal justice system:
the maintenance on the statute books of the offence
of public drunkenness. The government carmot
publicly state that it is committed to and is
implementing the key recommendations of the royal
commission if it ignores those comments and
recommendations.
I have also heard in the past couple of weeks that
half a dozen officers funded by ATSIC in the former
Department of Sport, Recreation and Racing have
been wound up; their project has finished and they
are about to be despatched. Those sorts of decisions
still being made will do neither the relationship
between the government and Koori communities
nor the general cause of the further development of
community support structures any good at all.
One can only speculate on the impact changes the
federal liberal administration will make to higher
education will have on the access by Koori students
and communities to educational opportunities. We
should not underestimate the difficulty of the task.
Recently I read an article on Batchelor College, an
Aboriginal tertiary education institution in the
Northern Territory, which is also a lighthouse
project. Unfortunately, the first major evaluation of
its success showed that the college had limited
success. Getting students to maintain a consistent
effort was an extremely difficult task, because their
social and economic family backgrounds made it
very difficult for them to participate in tertiary
education in the conventional way.

If the speculation is correct and students will be
required to individually contribute up to $1000 more
to participate in tertiary education in this state, one
can only speculate on what sort of impact that will
have on access to education. One wonders whether
students such as Muthama Sinnapan, one of the
graduates from Northland Secondary College who is now, as I understand it, studying law at
Melbourne University, despite the difficulties she
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encountered and the attacks by this government on
her school - would be able to access tertiary
education once the good Senator Vans tone
completes her demolition job of higher education in
this state.

challenges. Following on the initiatives of the
previous Labor administration, the government has
rightly increased both the level of resources and its
teacher training effort in order to develop the
necessary teaching skills.

I will return specifically to the KODE campus at
Glenroy. My colleague the honourable member for
Morwell will focus his remarks on the Morwell
KODE campus, so I will deal with the Glenroy
campus in greater detail.

I understand it was only the extraordinary efforts of
both the staff at Glenroy and the local Koori
community that enabled the school to be up and
running in such a short time. Those involved
worked extraordinary hours and the organisation
and successful implementation of a voluntary work
schedule through the holiday period and on
weekends enabled the school to be up and nmning
on time.

I am informed that the Glenroy campus is growing
and moving from strength to strength, that its
enrolments are up from 77 last year to 84 this year,
and that there are very promising indicators, such as
far higher retention rates for Koori students at this
college, compared to the schools they previously
attended.
One of the outstanding features of the Glenroy
KODE campus is a very good level of parent
involvement in the development of the school. In
addition, a successful homework program with a
high level of participation singles out this campus
from its contemporaries in mainstream situations. It
is heartening that despite the origins of the KODE
initiative - it came out of the government's attacks
on Northland Secondary College - the two
Melbourne metropolitan schools that focus on Koori
education cooperate actively and successfully. I note
that students from Northland Secondary College
and the Glenroy KODE campus play in the same
football team and participate actively and
cooperatively in other similar activities.
Establishing the type of campus we are debating
was no easy task. In December 1994 the government
announced that the Glenroy KODE campus would
open by February 1995. Obviously the government
did not care how unprepared the Glenroy site was
so long as the facility opened prior to the opening of
Northland in 1995, because it needed to get itself out
of the public relations disaster that had dogged it
over the Northland issue.
The site was the abandoned former Glenroy High
School site and one can imagine the logistical
challenges and difficulties faced by those responsible
for getting the project up and running to cater for
preschool, primary and secondary students. The
difficulties included meeting equipment needs,
undertaking room modifications and changes to
toilet facilities and recruiting teachers. I imagine
teaching in the sorts of conditions that prevailed at
Glenroy would be one of the great teaching

A number of questions arise from what happened in
the early stages of the development of the school.
The school has been open for just over a year and the
government is claiming it as an extraordinary
success on the basis of progress so far on new
campuses. However, before we fall for the standard
public relations rhetoric that is the pushed out by the
education ministry's public relations machine, we
should ask questions about and examine particular
aspects of the school's administration to determine
whether the objectives are being met.
The government claims that the Glenroy KODE
project is an example of Koori self-managed
education. However, I understand that Glenroy
KODE campus is a unit comprising 84 or 85 students
in a school with an enrolment of approximately 1100
students and that the self-management aspect is
achieved through a management committee which is
a subcommittee of the school council. Formal control
of the education program and financial management
of the KODE campus remains with the Box Forest
Secondary College. Although there is under way an
active development program under which it is
anticipated greater levels of autonomy will be
granted to the KODE campus, it is currently a long
way from a level of self-management that would
match the rhetoric pumped out by the government.

In the typical style of and in line with the
monotonous habit of the education ministry, the
project was announced an outstanding success even
on the day it was launched. The opposition
obviously applauds and supports the move toward
self-management, but wants to know exactly how
that will be achieved and whether, in the context of
the government's policy, a discrete council will be
established for the KODE campus.

KOORI OPEN DOOR EDUCATION

Wednesday, 29 May 1996

ASSEMBLY

The government is setting out to close any
government schools of this size that are left around
the state. Oearly a school of 85 students would be
frowned upon; it would be discriminated against in
the education ministry's resource allocation policies.
It could not qualify and it would not be allowed to
access CASES in its own right. All its language
programs would be taught through the dish on the
roof.
The opposition is keen to hear how the government
will support the self-management and further
development of these campuses in the context of its
other policies. The degree to which the government
will exempt this school from its standard policies
ought to be something that it puts on the record for
examination so we can appreciate the dimensions of
its support for Koori communities. The relationship
with the curriculum and standards framework (CSF)
is also inconsistent with the goals and objectives of
the KODE project because despite the rhetoric of
Schools of the Future there is a tighter and more
centralist control over the curriculum than has
previously occurred.
The modifications to curriculum to more sensitively
provide an educational context for these Koori
campuses is obviously something that will test the
structure and rigidity of the CSF. How will the Koori
approach be accommodated within the CSF that has
been developed by the Board of Studies and
implemented by the Directorate of School Education
(DSE)?
The question of evaluation needs to be addressed.
We have all noted the positive outcomes and
progress that the KODE schools are making. I
understand that early steps towards evaluation have
only recently been initiated. Parliament ought to
understand how the KODE projects will be
evaluated: what grounds, what criteria and what
indicators are we looking for to mark the progress of
this approach? I should have thought that before the
government had announced these additional
campuses there would have been more public
explication about the sorts of indicators that the DSE
was going to apply to the KODE project so that we
could have detailed some of those early indicators
and outlined exactly how the progress will be
measured through the duration of the project.
It is my understanding that the KODE schools are
seen as five-year projects. I would be keen to hear
what sorts of indicators will be used at the end of
each of those five years and on what basis we can
move towards the announcement of the two
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additional campuses, say, 15 months into the
opening of the first two at Glenroy and Morwell.
Because of the importance of the KODE approach
and the social issues it addresses and because of the
commitment on this side of the house to the
reconciliation process and the need to rectify the
enormous injustices perpetrated on the Koori
community over generations the opposition
supports the further development of KODE, but
there is a need within that approach to turn our
minds to the formal evaluation process.
The opposition supports the KODE policy. It is
heartened by the early results and is keen to endorse
the expansion of the program into other campuses. It
is a shame that the KODE policy was not developed
out of a commitment to Koori education and to
rectifying the injustices suffered by the Koori
community. It is a pity that the immediate origins of
this approach stemmed from the enormous guilt the
coalition parties felt over their attacks on the
Northland Koori community and the Northland
Secondary College during a two-year period. It is
sad that in some respects it was part of the
coalition's traditional public relations approach in an
attempt to print its way out of a political difficulty.
Despite all of that and despite the extraordinary
demands the DSE has made on the school in getting
it up and running in such a short period the project
looks like succeeding. It is certainly compatible with
the opposition's philosophies and policies. The
opposition wishes the KODE strategy every success
as it continues to develop over a five-year period.
Mrs PEULICH (Bentleigh) - It is my pleasure to
support and congratulate the government and the
Minister for Education on providing the KODE
policy enabling Aboriginal communities to manage
their own schools from prep to year 12 at Glenroy
and Morwell.

It is interesting to follow the member for Footscray,
for while I confess his contribution in his new role as
shadow minister for education, employment and
training is a little more substantial than his previous
portfolio of shadow Attomey-General- I believe he
only reached page 4 of the textbook! - the number
of inconsistencies in his address shows that he is still
finding his feet.

I have lived through a migrant experience and have
had the task of immersing my child in the culture
into which I was born so I have some empathy for
the experience of Kooris, although obviously my
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task is not as difficult as that of our indigenous
people, who have a culture that is thousands of
years old. Nonetheless I believe it makes me a little
more empathetic than people who have not had the
challenge of finding their feet in a different culture,
of contending with a different language, of telling a
child where she fits in and explaining her identity.
As I have said, it is a daunting task for a people
whose culture is thousands of years old.
The member for Footscray criticised the former
Minister for Education and the government for
having an active public relations policy on
education. It was quite hypocritical when in the
same breath he criticised the government for not
being more public in providing various explanations.
There is clearly an inconsistency. The government
introduced a range of reforms that needed to be
explained. Although it is outside the parameters of
the motion, I point out to those members opposite
who are not completely au fait with the reforms that
the Schools of the Future portfolio contains a
wonderful summary. If the opposition spokesman is
unaware of the summary and needs to be briefed on
it, I will be more than happy to lend him my copy.
There are a number of useful publications.
I have received many comments from parents and
students about the wonderful public relations
exercises this government has been responsible for.
One example is the preppy canvas bags containing
calenders and pamphlets for parents. They have
been a tremendous hit with little kids - they can
also be used as reader bags - and parents love them
as well.

In addition to that initiative I refer to the success of
the Victorian Sclwols News, which is now at the centre
of every staff room table. People cannot wait to read
about the new programs and to look at how they are
working in other schools.
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The member for Footscray peddled a number of
other inaccuracies about the Northland Secondary
College closure, so I will put a number of points on
the record. Firstly, as has been noted, Northland was
a huge school that was designed to cater for several
hundred students. When the government closed it in
1992, the school had a very small number of
students, most of whom were enrolled in year 12.

In 1992 the school's enrolment was 364, despite the
principal's claim that there were 475 students. Some
15 of the 364 students were enrolled at the Croxton
Special School- so Northland's actual enrolment
was 349 - and 200 were studying for an extended
year 12 art design course. Although that deserved
some commendation, the projected enrolments for
year 7 was seven. Anyone who has any insight into
education would know it was a dying school.
Parents were dissatisfied with the quality of
education that was being provided, and the prospect
of a withering cuniculum was even more
frightening.
The former Labor government tried to close the
Northland school by stealth. In February 1991 the
then general manager of the Western Metropolitan
Region, Mr Jim Betson, wrote a memo to the Chief
General Manager, School Education, Mr Peter Hill,
about the review, saying:
The report from the review is pragmatic, taking into
account the strong feelings held by the Preston East
Technical School. The school feels it can meet VCE
requirements, but only through the flexible timetabling
of years 11 and 12 together in joint classes for the same
subject I do not find this to be acceptable.
However, there seems little prospect of convincing the
Preston East Technical School to undergo
reorganisation in the short term, and I do not believe
the reorganisation of the other three schools should be
delayed while Preston East Technical School comes to
support reorganisation.

Mr Mildenhall interjected.

Mrs PEULICH - There are some lovely
photographs! I had a number of telephone calls
praising the sports page at the back of the Education
News. The member for Footscray could not possibly
criticise those public relations exercises, which are
valued not only by students, parents, school
councillors but also by teachers. It is certainly far
more frequently read than red rags such as the
VSTA News, which in most staff rooms was rarely
unwrapped. That ended up gathering dust, whereas
this sells like hot cakes.

The establishment of a year 11/12 campus in the
district will certainly take students away from Preston
East Technical School; changes to the technical schools
staffing will also reduce the school's flexibility so that
there will be substantial pressure on the school to
change or to dose.
I believe that if reorganisation of the other three schools
proceeds, Preston East Technical School will eventually
be forced to join in the campus or, more likely, dose
entirely.
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It was not done out of vindictiveness, which the

member for Footscray seemed to insinuate. I found
his comments appalling, especially given the fact
that this week is both National Reconciliation Week
and Education Week. In criticising our KODE
schools the member for Footscray also attempted to
peddle the inaccuracy that the program was not
being run by the Koori community. Northland was
certainly not run by the Koori community, unlike
our KODE schools, which enjoy a tremendous level
of involvement from parents and elders.
I shall correct some of the inaccuracies put forward
by the member for Footscray, especially his
comments on the fall in the numbers of Koori
children in kindergartens. I served on the joint
parliamentary committee that inquired into child
and family health services. A former Labor health
minister, the Honourable Caroline Hogg, also served
on the committee. All the members of the committee
visited various places around Victoria to look at
some of the preschool services, including
kindergartens at which Koori children were enrolled.
The people who ran the kindergartens said it was
very difficult to encourage Koori parents to
routinely bring their children along. They said many
of the children dropped out, and that was way
before any of the cuts were promulgated.
Unfortunately, the problem has existed for some
time and stems from a sense of isolation or
alienation - and that was the basis of our vision for
the KODE program. The member for Footscray
suggested that our KODE schools were driven by
the closure of Northland. The establishment of the
KODE schools was driven and sought by the Koori
community, especially the VAEAI.
The association applauds the visionary concept and
believes it should be not only spread Australia wide
but also exported to inform other countries about
how to provide an effective mix of policies that
facilitate the establishment of a dual system and
encourage cultural exchanges while allowing
indigenous people to preserve their identity and
autonomy.
I shall quote briefly from an article in the Education
News, a worthwhile publication. Under the heading
'Two Koorie campuses to be set up', the article says:
The state government and the Victorian Aboriginal
Education Association Incorporated (VAEAI) have
agreed to set up two Koorie campuses at existing
schools, one in the metropolitan area and the other in
regional Victoria.
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Called the Koorie Open Door Education program,
VAEAI, the Directorate of School Education (DSE), and
the Department of Employment, Education and
Training (DEET), have agreed to establish the two
campuses - from kindergarten to year 12.
The model will allow Koorie and non-Koorie students
an opportunity to be educated in a learning
environment planned by Koorie parents, teachers and
students.

That is the strength of the concept. Rather than
isolating Koori culture it provides Kooris with
opportunities to understand and nurture their
culture while enabling that culture to be understood
by members of the broader community. It is only
with that sort of tolerance and acceptance that
reconciliation can be brought about. Isolation will
not bring about reconciliation.
The KODE schools offer an alternative model of
education that addresses four key problem areas
relating to Koori education in Victorian schools.
They are the retention at school of Koori students
from early childhood through to year 12, the
participation of parents in decisions about their
children's learning, curriculum reform, and access to
training and higher education beyond school.
The President of the VAEAI, Mary Atkinson,
described the development as the 'most Significant
event in the history of Koori education in Victoria'.
The member for Footscray is not listening, but he
should be. In his attempt to support KODE schools
he was critical of the program. I emphasise the
enormous support that exists for KODE schools in
the Koori community. I again quote the remarks of
the President of the VAEAI, Mary Atkinson, who
described the development as the 'most significant
event in the history of Koori education in Victoria'.
She goes on to say:
Not only does this proposal break new ground in
education but it also signals to the Koori community
that the issue of Koori self-determination is being
tackled in a serious way.

Therein lies the secret. Northland faced enormous
problems. It had dilapidated facilities, enormous
maintenance costs and falling student numbers
below year 12, and it was isolated and not managed
by the Koori community. Yet, despite its intention to
close Northland, the Labor government believed the
school was a good model. It was not a good model.
The self-managing nature of KODE campuses has
been praised not only by Koori communities but also
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by the education parliamentary secretary, who has
been invited to an international conference to share

the vision behind this new concept.
A large number of people and organisations have
made the KODE philosophy a reality. In the past the
opposition has praised the KODE program - and I
note the member for Morwell's support. He is
practical, often provides the sole sensible voice on
the opposition benches, recognises quality and was
instrumental in setting up the Morwell campus.
Aboriginal reconciliation is about equality based on
mutual respect and understanding, and schools are
the best places to further that reconciliation process.
But as I said, separate schools with no interaction
between the Koori and mainstream communities
will not facilitate that reconciliation.
VAEA! has a tremendous resolve to develop the
KODE program. Education is the key to greater
equality - that is, greater equality and
understanding in the community. Yet, previous
attempts to deliver education to Aboriginal students
across the nation have met with only limited success.
The problems facing Koori communities are
highlighted in an article on Koori education centres
in the Education News of 1 September 1994. It sums
up very well the past dilemmas of those who have
been active in education.
A significant number of students are the sole Kooris at
their schools and one of the centre's objectives will be
to ensure they have access to the special programs
currently in place.
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Education will also develop our understanding of
their problems and, I hope, encourage greater
support for policies that will be instrumental in
resolving them. Something needed to be done. The
alienation felt by many young Kooris in modem
Australia is often a root cause of social dislocation in
later life; and unfortunately, we often learn about
that only when something dramatic is splashed
across the front pages of our newspapers.
The aims of KODE address the importance of
kinship, the value of learning from Koori elders, and
the skills necessary for rearing children who are part
of a different culture and engendering an
understanding and tolerance of that culture. They
are also aimed first and foremost at increasing both
the range of education opportunities available for
Kooris and their participation in schools.
Another of KODE's aims is to expand all students'
knowledge and understanding of Koori culture,
heritage, lifestyle, values and attitudes, as well as
increasing the participation of Koori parents in
decision making and boosting the number of Koori
teachers and educational workers in curriculum and
school management. The path to better educational
outcomes for all students lies in school communities
having greater decision-making powers within a
framework of sound education programs and
appropriate accountability measures.
The member for Footscray requested an analysis of

'It is hard to encourage your children to pursue an
education when they believe the system let them down
and they're still struggling to put food on the table'.

the sorts of indicators that might be used before
proceeding to set up the next two campuses. He also
suggested that the solutions do not lie in
self-management because KODE schools are located
in large schools and are run only by subcommittees
of school councils. But what exists now is certainly
an improvement on what existed at Northland,
where members of the Koori community were not as
actively involved. I am sure the member for
Footscray would not suggest that Koori education
ought to exist outside the parameters of the state and
federal imperatives that are reflected in our
curriculum and standards framework. If education
is to serve a purpose it must prepare members of the
Koori community for entry into further education
and facilitate their access to greater opportunities in
life.

It is not beyond anyone's ability to understand why
many Koori parents do not see education as solving
all their problems - but education is a start.
Although it will not solve all their health and social
problems, it will give members of the Koori
community the necessary skills to combat them.

Besides KODE, there are a number of other
programs that the government should be very proud
of. I mentioned earlier the Koori education program
which builds bridges between school communities
and Koori culture. I have seen first-hand some of the
work my son has been doing at school in this area.

Isolation is just one of the problems the new centre
hopes to combat, another is the negative attitude of
many Koori parents to education.

Mr Bamblett believes those attitudes are largely due to
the negative experiences of many older Kooris and
must be changed if retention rates are to rise.
'Education has been a low priority among many Koori
families', he said.

KOORI OPEN DOOR EDUCATION
Wednesday, 29 May 1996

ASSEMBLY

Often programs such as those are the first contact
point mainstream teachers have when looking for
speakers and curriculum and general advice. Men
and women provide curriculum support to schools
with the highest concentration of Koori students and
liaise directly with schools and Koori communities.
The school speakers' program is outstanding. It
provides opportunities for local Kooris, particularly
Koori elders, to discuss Aboriginal culture, history
and lifestyle with students. That is important
because in the Koori community culture is
transmitted by word of mouth from the elders to the
young. The school speakers' program has been
successfully implemented. across Victorian schools.
The mentor program is yet another initiative of
VAEAI. It uses prominent members of the Koori
community to work on one-to-one support
programs whenever required. Other group
programs are probably as effective, but one-to-one
programs have the potential to be extremely
influential in helping individual progress.
When the government came into power in 1992 state
expenditure on Koori education was only $741000.
By 1995 that had expanded to $6.655 million. The
increase is a tremendous indication of the
government's support for the program, as well as
the minister's intention to open another two KODE
campuses, and it surpasses the previous
government's efforts.
KODE also has many other innovative programs
and success stories, some of which the member for
Footscray referred to. The benefits include an
increase in the number of students attending KODE
programs, from 3085 in 1994 to 3382 in 1995, with a
significant increase at the prep level. The number of
year 12 students increased from 48 to 62 for the same
period. There are almost 200 students studying at
our two KODE schools and the retention rates are
now at about 85 per cent. The government must be
proud of that fantastic record. It should be
applauded. I am delighted that the government has
promised to open another two KODE schools, and I
understand some aspects of the implementation
group are being re-established and work is
proceeding on the selection of two new sites.
Obviously KODE is not only about Aboriginality; it
is about the entire community. It has both national
and international significance. Given the fact that
this is National Reconciliation Week it is vital that
these initiatives are supported in a bipartisan
manner in order to preserve and facilitate the
opportunities available to these important members
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of one of the oldest indigenous peoples in the world.
I congratulate the government and the opposition on
supporting this motion, which is certainly worthy of
tremendous support.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I certainly support
the spirit of the motion and the debate. The
honourable member for Ripon's contribution was
not only one of the most sincere but probably one
the most Significant speeches he has made in this
house. It was very important, and I congratulate him
on his contribution.
The honourable member's most significant comment
was made towards the end of his speech when he
spoke about reconciliation and the condemnation of
the so-called rednecks who have made some
dreadfully racist remarks, including those made in
federal Parliament just this week. I am pleased that
the federal Aboriginal affairs minister loudly and
publicly condemned that member in the federal
Parliament for those remarks.
I am not sure whether it was fortuitous or good
management but today's notice of motion could not
have been debated at a better time. This week
Victoria is celebrating National Reconciliation Week
and Education Week. It is tremendous that we can
bring those two areas together and talk about the
Koori Open Door Education program in our Glenroy
and Morwe11 schools. The only disappointment I
have is that the Treasurer is sitting at the table
opposite me and I will not be able to give him a
burst on privatisation - unless he intends
privatising the KODE schools, which I imagine he
does not.

I suggest that if we were to read the many volumes
of Hansard that have been produced over the years
we would not find anything more beautiful than the
poem published in the Glenroy KODE campus
newsletter that was quoted by the honourable
member for Ripon. That poem encapsulated so
much of the whole argument, confusion and debate
regarding what Aboriginality is all about.
Aboriginality is not about the colour of the skin. It is
not about how much or how little Aboriginal blood a
person has. Aboriginality is defined spiritually from
within. If one were to again read and study that
poem, one would discover that therein lies the crux
of reconciliation; it is something that should happen
after 208 years of white settlement of this country.
The poem is a beautiful contribution to the debate
and I am so glad the honourable member placed it
on the record.
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I guess that if one could make an analogy to a
famous film The Thirty-Nine Steps, KODE would be
the first step. It is the first real step that has been
taken - and I congratulate the government for
adopting this approach. From day one I have
publicly supported the program. Let us not forget
the contribution made by the Victorian Aboriginal
Education Association Incorporated CVAEA!), the
key organisation representing the Victorian
Aboriginal communities involved in the
establishment of KODE schools.
For the first time we have deliberately introduced
into our education program a school where the focus
is on Aboriginality. Aboriginal culture and heritage
are not introduced as add-ons to the school
program. Instead the school program has very much
in its heart Aboriginal culture and heritage and
history; it has very much in its heart the spiritual
nature of the indigenous Australians; and from that
heart radiating into all areas of the curriculum there
is that central focus and context.
That indeed is the key and the most important part
of what I believe the KODE schools represent. The
name itself is very Significant. Koori open door
education means that the door is open. It is
significant that this program is opening the door not
just to Koori kids but to the whole community. It is
saying: let's open up the doors; let's join together;
let's learn; and let's appreciate the tremendous
importance and significance of what we must do in
terms of recognising the proud history of this
country over 60 000 years.
It is amazing that Aboriginal culture has survived in
harmony with its environment for the longest
known period in the world. No other culture has
survived that length of time. There is no recorded
history or archaeological evidence anywhere in the
world that shows a culture older than the culture of
indigenous Australians. More importantly, for the
last 208 years the culture has survived against
tremendous odds. Since 1988, which in itself was a
significant year, we have learnt to appreciate, to
understand and to grow together.

Of course there have been tensions; there will
always be tensions. It is the same in the KODE
schools, where there have been tensions. It has not
been a success story without problems. No school
can make progress without having to overcome
difficulties, challenges, problems and tensions. That
has occurred in our schools; it has happened at
Morwell. But the important fact is that the program
has continued. The program has grown and people
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have learnt from their mistakes. They have also
learnt from their successes. What has happened is
not just important for the students of those schools.
It is important because it has brought the Aboriginal
communities together.
One of the greatest crimes committed by white
Society is the belief that all Aboriginal people are the
same, that there is some homogeneity among
Aboriginal communities. I advise the house that a
number of diverse Aboriginal groups have a quite
different understanding and appreciation of their
relative importance and contributions. There are
more factions in the Aboriginal community than
there are in the Liberal and Labor parties together,
let alone the National Party!
The Morwell KODE school has made a significant
contribution to the local Koori community. I do not
have details about the Glenroy KODE schooL Koori
is the name for indigenous Victorians who have
suffered dispossession and dislocation similar to
that suffered by indigenous Australians all over the
country. Communities are brought together through
their kids. One of the greatest influences on our lives
is brought to bear through our children. I got
involved in politics because of my children;
sometimes they regret it and not too many of them
are thinking of follOwing in my footsteps! We do get
involved in things through our children, and schools
are a wonderful vehicle for doing that.
I shall spend a few moments talking about the
establishment of the Morwell KODE schooL I am
extremely grateful and pleased that Morwell was
chosen by the task force as a KODE site. The task
force met with the Koori community and others
involved in that area - including me because of my
many years of involvement with the Koori
community, especially through the Koori education
program. At first we believed Morwell was not the
most important Koori community in Victoria. I
know of many other Koori communities where there
is a stronger focus and larger populations. We were
pleased to talk with the task force, but we did not
expect to be the chosen site.
When the announcement was made in early
December 1994 there was great rejoicing, but then
we were concerned about getting a school
established to open on 1 February 1995. We did not
have a building and we had a loose-knit Koori
community. Tremendous challenges were involved.
There was no teacher or principal, and never before
had I seen such an intense response to the
challenges. The community became actively
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involved and got things done. I have been known to
criticise the local regional office of the Directorate of
School Education, and no doubt I will in the future,
but in this instance it responded quickly and
positively. Things were done that members would
not believe, and I cannot tell the house about them
otherwise the manager might be in serious trouble
with the education minister!
The old school support centre site was chosen. That
was significant because Morwell had an outstanding
school support centre and following its closure most
of the buildings had been shifted. Only the original
building remained, which housed the Aboriginal
education group, its educator and the learning
centre that was established under the former
government. Within a couple of weeks - not
months - the buildings magically reappeared and
workmen were putting together covered walkways
and connecting the services to the buildings.
Somehow the regional manager had managed to
obtain some new units to establish the school. The
achievement of that physical exercise was a great
credit to all those involved.
I pay tribute to the support given by VAEAI. Lionel
Bamblett and his organisation got behind the
program. They wanted to see the program
established, trialled and given every chance, which
has been done. In 1995, 100 students were enrolled
in the Morwell KODE school. The current principal,
Karen Cain, was appointed together with a number
of staff. Initially eight staff were appointed and other
people have been brought in since. Vera Briggs, the
local educator-coordinator did a tremendous job in
getting community support, and a young Koori
man, Shane Burgess, rounded up the kids, which in
itself was a great logistical exercise. He set his mind,
heart and all his efforts on ensuring that the
program would be successful. I pay tribute to all the
people on the establishment committee for their
enthusiasm and for the way they went about their
task.
At the end of 1995 school enrolments had decreased
to 75 because 25 of the original students had
dropped out for a number of reasons. Some had
gone because their families had shifted out of
Morwell due to the decline in the opportunities for
work through the restructure of the SEC. However,
it was a successful year for the Morwell KODE
school.
At the commencement of this year 74 students
enrolled, which reflects a good retention rate. Some
students had left the school but there was a good
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intake of prep students. There are now 46 primary
students, 28 students doing years 7 to 11 and
5 students undertaking the Victorian certificate of
education. That is a tremendous achievement. Not
only are those five students undertaking the VCE
but also they are doing it at a high level with great
enthusiasm. I pay tribute to them and to the support
provided by the school and the community. The
school is able to operate because of the support it
receives from many directions.
School attendance rates have been outstanding. One
of the problems for Aboriginal children has been
their lack of attendance, but the rates at the Morwell
school are between 80 and 85 per cent, which would
be a credit to most schools. A number of students
have a 100 per cent attendance record; they have not
had one day off in two years, which is a good
achievement.
Why has that occurred? One of the most important
things in any person's life is his or her self-esteem. I
prefer to call it the feel-good syndrome because if
you feel good about yourself and your environment
you will be a positive and constructive person. I
shall have more to say about that during the drug
debate on Friday. Suddenly these young Aboriginal
students are starting to feel good about themselves.
They feel important and that they matter. They
believe they have an extremely important role to
play spreading goodwill and the message about
their community, culture and heritage. They have a
wonderful story to tell, which has developed from
the KODE school program.
This year the Morwell KODE school has 10 teaching
staff, 1 administration staff member and 1 full-time
Koori staff member. The challenge for the
government, with the support of the opposition - I
trust this will remain a bipartisan position - is to
reach a stage where the school is staffed by trained
Koori teachers.
Mention was made of the Institute of Koori
Education program at Deakin University in Geelong,
yet qualified Koori teachers graduating from the
program cannot get a job. That is bizarre! The most
disadvantaged and dispossessed section of our
community is graduates who have gone through the
system and competed with other students under the
same conditions and standards set for tertiary
students throughout the state, but who are unable to
obtain teaching positions in schools! If people jump
all the hurdles and finish the race they should be
guaranteed prizes at the end. The government
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should address that issue and ensure that people
who go through the hoops are rewarded.
I know it is the intention of the Latrobe Valley
community to have the KODE school eventually
staffed by trained, qualified and experienced Koori
teachers, who will give extra strength to the core of
and the kudos given to the school and its students.
Mention was also made of the value of the Koori
intern teachers, who have been a magnificent
success and who are encouraged by the school and
the community throughout the Latrobe Valley. A
number of parents and volunteers help conduct
health or history programs. It is a very important
aspect of the programs at the school, because as
honourable members know it is not easy for people
to give lectures or teach groups of people. The
programs will grow and develop in the community
overtime.
The motion refers to self-management of the schools.
It is wrong to establish Koori schools as separate
schools. They need mentor schools and should be
part, as they are, of the Directorate of School
Education so they can fit into the system. The KODE
school was established as part of the Kumai college
campus, named after the original inhabitants of
Gippsland, the Kumai nation. It is important for a
KODE school to be established as part of the campus
of a mentor school because it requires the support of
the senior school and the principal of the school. The
KODE campus was like a new kid on the block
competing with the main school for resources from
DSE. The principal of the Kumai college is
supportive of the KODE school and that support is
ensured by the strong-willed woman who is the
principal of the KODE campus. She is not a bad
operator.
The KODE school has established a committee of
management. It is to the credit of the Kumai college
that the committee of management has been given
considerable flexibility and freedom in developing
the school. The committee consists of four parents,
three co-opted representatives from the broad
community - not necessarily from the Koori
community, but in this case they are - and two
students. It is critical to the success of building a
team and getting a sense of ownership that students
are included on committees of management, and I
assure the house that the students contribute well
and are not afraid to speak up on behalf of their
fellow students. The committee also comprises two
teaching staff, one campus staff member and the
principal, who is an ex-officio member of the
committee. Two people from the KODE campus
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have as-of-right membership of the Kurnai school
council to make sure the two campuses liaise and
link up with each other.
A community liaison officer, Shane Burgess, is full
time on the campus, but Shane is presently on leave
and another person is undertaking the job.
Regardless of one's heritage or cultural background
it is important that every person is supported in
some way and has a person to whom he or she can
go for assistance.
The honourable member for Ripon referred to the
curriculum and the establishment of a technology
focus, which is welcomed enthusiastically by the
students and staff and which was mentioned by
interjection during the honourable member's speech.
In one week during the school holidays the school
had 2500 visitors to its Internet program. They are all
proud of the program, and so they should be. I
welcome the announcement that representatives of
the school will attend an international conference
later this year. Not only will they learn from the
conference, but I am sure the conference will learn
from the KODE community.
I want to highlight some of the issues from the
Woolum Bellum newsletter produced by the KODE
campus. The name Woolum Bellum has significant
origins. Issue no. 3 has a note from the principal's
desk:
During the last few weeks we have been very lucky to
have many community people working in our school.
A special thank you to the following supporters of our
school: William Dalton, Mae Mae Fenton, Doris Paton,
Nannette Yoemans, Raymond Pepper, Graham
Harrison, Rachel Tregoning, Wilma and Sue from the
co-op, Jason McCarthy, Joanne Honeysette,
Jodi Armstrong and Michael McGee.

It is important that community supporters of the
school are officially and formally recognised in the
newsletter. That is significant in itself. The
newsletter continues:
Students learn respect for other people and learn to
understand the strength and knowledge that exists
within our community.

The newsletter also has an item about the
kindergarten and the continuing discussions with
DSE and the Victorian Aboriginal Education
Association Inc. CVAEA!) regarding the
kindergarten. The KODE school was originally
designed as a kindergarten to year 12 school - a
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total community school- but discussions are still
continuing about the building of the preschool.
Given the caring nature and culture of helping and
sharing that is so important to the Koori community
there is a great deal to learn from having
kindergarten children at the same school as their
older siblings or relatives.
The newsletter contains a welcome to Rex Solomon,
the new Koori liaison officer. It also has a note about
intercultural relationships. A Filipino dance group
performed at the school and that formed an
exchange between the Aboriginal culture and the
Filipino culture, which is an important part of our
community in the Latrobe Valley. On the same page
the following note appears:
A big thank you to Richard Barber and Uncle Albert
Hayes for organising such an interesting and fun
performance.

Again, the spirit of the community is reflected there,
with recognition being given by naming the two
members of the local community who were involved
in organising the performance.
There is reference to the students hitting the
airwaves on the local community radio station.
Again, the students are mentioned by name in the
newsletter, which is a good and positive
reinforcement. In the next edition of the newsletter
there is even mention of a new baby. During the
week one of the families in the community had a
baby, and so Zoe Marks was welcomed into the
school community the day after she was born.
Those sorts of things have created something very
special. As I said at the beginning of my address, I
welcome the KODE schools. I congratulate all the
people involved on their performance. I especially
thank the principal and the staff and the local Koori
community who got behind the school in the initial
stages and who have continued their untiring
efforts. It was a tremendous challenge. In speaking
to the staff I learned that they were working not just
ordinary 9-t0-5 hours each weekday but also on
weekends and after hours; they contribute much of
their time to the school. In fact at the time the biggest
danger was that the work might bum them out.
Fortunately, it did not do so and we still have some
of the original staff.
We need more Koori educators in the state than the
68 we have. They need more support. We certainly
need to see this as one of the answers, but not the
single answer, in education. As in every other field,
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there is no single answer; we need a whole range of
answers.
Or OEAN (Berwick) - I have not listened to the
whole contribution of the honourable member for
Morwell but what I heard had about it the positive
quality I have become used to hearing from him. The
contribution of the honourable member for
Footscray was also predictable: it was a political
dogfight. It is a shame that opportunities to talk
about topics as relevant and important as this one
are turned into political dogfights. The issue of
Northland Secondary College can be debated at any
time, but Aboriginal education and the positive
aspects of it are being debated now - and they
ought to be debated.
Mr Mildenhall - You still don't understand
that's what it's all about!
Or OEAN - If I could use a football analogy, the
honourable member for Footscray seems to think he
can come onto a football ground - where you could
possibly play a good game of football- and, after
running around socking everybody in the face,
hitting everybody and paying no attention to the
ball, do a lap of honour at the end of the game. But
everybody saw his performance for what it was,
which was predictable and a great shame. I intend to
talk about this important topic in the most positive
way possible, so I will not refer any further to the
contribution of the honourable member for
Footscray.
First, I believe that any white Anglo-Saxon
Protestant is or should be on a very tight learning
curve in relation to Aboriginal culture. I certainly am
and I have a long way to go. The views I put
forward are my views, ones I have been able to gain
from studying the topic and trying to understand it.
My views have changed as time has gone on, and I
have no doubt they will continue to change as I learn
more.
A small point to begin with is that I find some
difficulty in the use of the term 'Koori', as distinct
from' Aboriginal community' or 'indigenous
people'. I have been chastised by one of my own
constituents from the Aboriginal community, who
said to me, 1'm not a Koori and I don't wish to have
that term applied to me'. I know that the term
'Koori' has become a generic term. So be it. I shall try
to use the term 'Aboriginal community' - as
distinct from' Aborigine' - and 'indigenous people'.
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I start my contribution in a broad way. It may not be
immediately apparent why I am starting in this way
but it will become apparent as I continue.
My first observation on the broad background of this
topic is that Australia is a very civilised country and
I am proud that today Australia is one of the most
civilised countries in the world. It has managed to
attack its problems and succeeded where other
countries have been unable to do so.
Multiculturalism is a classic example of its success
and the fact that we have much to be proud of.
Other aspects to our culture and the civilised nature
of this country that come to mind as demonstrating
our capacity to attack and successfully address
problems are our justice system, our overall
education system - and I will come back to some
problems in that area - our international relations,
and the fact that we seem to be able to operate a
federation - that is, federalism seems to work in
this country in a way that could not be envisaged in
many other countries.
We continue to attack the big problems. We are
united in this country in attacking those problems as
we have never been before. I point to some
examples, such as our antidiscrimination legislation
in all states and the commonwealth, and I refer to
small things and particular matters, such as our
attack on the carnage on the roads. I refer also to
larger issues such as drugs and our recent approach
to guns. These particular approaches are all an
indication that this country is civilised because it
recognises its problems; it does not hide from them;
it brings them out and attempts to grapple with
them - sometimes successfully, sometimes not.
That is the Australian identity.
One of the most important indications of a country's
maturity and its civilisation, if you like, how it treats
its minorities - that is, in a country such as
Australia how the members of the majority treat the
minorities. The capacity to deal with internal
tensions and the clash of cultures is probably the
greatest difficulty of all. I hope that we can bring it
into the open and attack it as we have other
problems. Of all the indications of our maturity, I
suggest this is the least successful attempt at
attacking problems so far. We have a long way to go.
The non-indigenous/indigenous problem is massive
but we are not hiding from it. We have not done as
well as we could have done but I believe we are
improving. My brother is the government
representative for ATSIC in the Northern Territory
in the Tennant Creek area. He and I have had many
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conversations about this very topic: are we going
forward, are we going back? We disagree on many
things, and I have a terrible feeling that he does not
vote the way I do. He has never said that. He mayor
may not; that is his business.
Mr Hamilton interjected.

Dr DEAN - But I do know that he is very
dedicated to addressing the problem and I have
learned a great deal about the way Australia is
proceeding and going forward on this matter. So we
should not be too discouraged.
Where do we go from here, and how does our
KODE schools policy enter into the equation? Firstly,
to talk about fault when attempting any form of
reconciliation and cultural interchange is an absolute
disaster. In any conciliation, the moment fault is
mentioned by either side, cooperation and
conciliation go out the window. So let's not start
anywhere along the line by talking about somebody
else's fault.
The second premise we should operate on is that we
all like simple solutions. It is comforting to have a
black-and-white solution - this is the answer to the
problem.
Mr Hamilton - No pun intended!

Dr DEAN - No pun intended. The complexity of
this particular problem does not avail itself of a

simple solution. However, that is not a reason for
not attacking it head on.
The third thing is that we have to layout certain
parameters. We cannot begin to approach a problem
until we have worked out what are the
parameters - that is, what is given, the facts which
will not change, which are to be accepted and within
which we must work.
Let's look at some of those parameters now. Firstly,
the Aboriginal community is less than 2 per cent of
the total Australian community population. On a
state-to-state basis, its percentage of the population
varies enormously. In Victoria, the percentage is 0.39
per cent; in the Northern Territory it is 22 per cent.
Our federation helps on that score, in that those two
different states have to approach their problems in
different ways. We must understand the first
parameter.
The second parameter is that we have a
predominant Anglo-European, all-embracing
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culture which is powerful and dominant: any
Western economic culture is all embracing. We must
recognise that the private enterprise part of Western
European culture based on competitive structures
and individual wealth is a strong culture and one
that will be with us for the remainder of our lives
and for the foreseeable future. It will not change.
Any solutions reached or progress made must be
within that concept.
The third parameter is that the Aboriginal culture is
radically different from that culture. The competitive
structures and individual wealth inherent in the
Anglo-European cultures are simply nonexistent in
the Aboriginal cultures. That radical difference must
be recognised. The problem, therefore, is great, but it
cannot begin to be solved without recognising that
difference.
The fourth parameter we must understand is that
because Aboriginal communities form such a small
proportion of the total population, because their
culture is so different and because Western culture is
so dominating Aboriginal communities are always
at risk of being culturally swamped. That fact will
always be with us and must be taken on board.
The fourth parameter must be recognised and
understood. Before I refer to the fifth parameter, I
return to the fault fallacy, because as soon as you
trot out fault, you lose the capacity to deal with a
problem. We should not get onto that track.
Remembering this, the fifth parameter is that, for
whatever reasons, Aboriginal communities have
missed out on the fruits of our Western culture as it
exists today. I will detail statistics to the house so we
can understand the case. The total Aboriginal
population is less than 2 per cent of the total
Australian population. The Aboriginal community
has 20 main languages and 36 minor languages.
Infant deaths among Aborigines in the community
are three times the average number in the overall
Australian community.
On the 1991 statistics - and I hope there have been
improvements since, but these figures reflect the
situation then - the life expectancy for males in the
Aboriginal community was 53 years; for males in the
total Australian population the figure was 72 years.
The female life expectancy in the Aboriginal
community was 61 years; for females in the total
Australian population the figure was 79 years.
Admissions to hospital from the Aboriginal
community were double those of the total Australian
community. Imprisonments for Aborigines overall
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were 10 times those for the average Australian
community.
Three times as many people in the total Australian
community had some educational qualifications.
The average income of the Aboriginal community
was 50 per cent of that for the total Australian
population. In 1991 the unemployment level for the
Aboriginal community was 30 per cent compared
with 11 per cent for the total Australian population.
That parameter presents a problem, but we should
not start throwing mud because of it. We should not
recoil from it but simply take it on board and work
out where we can go from there. I have confidence,
and even direct knowledge, that we are
proceeding - sometimes not as fast as we could down the line to try to correct those problems.

If you look at how we can attack those problems you
come to the main question I pose to the house today,
which concerns the education option. It is interesting
that the difference between the Anglo-European
education experience and the Aboriginal education
experience can be brought to a microscale when we
ask ourselves how it was for us when we went to
school and compare that with how it would have
been then for a person who was part of the
Aboriginal community.
I can use only my own experience, as can other
honourable members. When I entered school I took
for granted some things which I did not then realise
were particular to me. I thought the same way as
those entering the class with me at that school; I had
the same sorts of values and priorities; I looked at
things in much the same way as the other students;
my parents knew many of their parents; the parents
had gone to schools similar to the one I was
attending; they knew the schooling structure and
they had been through that same process.
When I went home and talked about the books I had
read and the history lessons I had at school, my
parents had read similar books and had learnt the
same history. The books I had read before I went to
school were in line with those at a progressively
more complicated level that I read when at school.
The history I learnt was Australian and British
history; British history was taught to enable me to
understand the origins of my culture. I learnt French
and English; I studied Latin for two terms until the
teachers realised I could not proceed further and
instead put me into an English remedial class.
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From my experience I believe a person in the
Aboriginal community who may have attended
school with me at that time would have found that
few of the things that enabled me to have confidence
and feel I could identify with those around me were
present: many were missing. When you think along
those lines you realise why those in the Aboriginal
community who attend schools of that type feel
estranged and find it difficult to have confidence in
them. They feel slightly ostracised.
At that time, when education is at such a sensitive
point - particularly at its beginnings - you can be
behind, and even totally lose, the eight ball.
Nevertheless I have no doubt that education is the
key to the problems I have outlined.
Those who lack economic power have always been
able to use education as a means of overcoming the
problem. It is a route to success for many people,
and it can and ought to be the route to success for
those in the Aboriginal community if we can simply
correct this educational estrangement.
I refer to the Encyclopaedia of Aboriginal Australia
because the Aboriginal author sets out some of these
matters. I will limit my quotation because of time
restraints. In this section of the publication dealing
with education the author states:
The education of members of any society has always
been a major part of life. In the pre-literate and
pre-indusbial eras, education revolved around what
was required for day-to-day living and the individual's
responsibility to family and group. It involved learning
the customs, culture and laws of the group and the
individual's place in the social structure. Over the
millennia vast amounts of complex material and the
wisdom of uncounted generations have been passed on
in this way. The author further states:
In all of the above, the formal systems of education
have been a failure until very recently.

The author is talking about the Aboriginal
community:
Many would argue that the systems are still failing, and
can quote statistics to back up that position. I take the
more positive view ... Outcomes for our children were
verylow-

this was written before the 1967 referendum and programs were based very much on a totally
Western, British-oriented curriculum which took no
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account of Aboriginal culture. The mistaken belief that
as a people we were dying out meant there were no
serious attempts to provide lasting education.
Following the referendum, the Aboriginal movement
took off. Before then we had been served well by many
individuals and agencies who had never given up the
fight ... But after 1967 many groups began to form.

Those groups are detailed in the publication. She
continues:
Over the years non-Aboriginal people have spoken out
about the needs of our people. I am sure they will
continue to make a vital contribution. But quite simply,
no-one is able to articulate the needs of Aboriginal
people better than Aboriginal people themselves.
Aboriginal Australia needed to build what I call a
'business vision'. Our new group of people considered
it absolutely necessary to develop policies that could
have shared ownership, policies not simply designed
and imposed from outside, but developed by all of us
and, most importantly, embodying the value systems of
our society ...
Working together in this way we came up with a
corporate vision for the 'business'. But our people also
need confidence in themselves individually and in their
beliefs about what is appropriate education for us, in
other words, a strong 'personal mastery' about
Aboriginal education and their place iI\ it Without this
there can be no ownership of Aboriginal education by
those most affected by it.

The author has set out some of the feelings I believe
are behind the end of the problem and the beginning
of the solution. My own view is that Aboriginal
education has to be three times as successful as
Anglo-European education - and that all within the
one educational experience, acknowledging that
Aboriginal children can survive in an educational
environment for only so many hours a day and so
many weeks a year. Aboriginal education needs to
achieve at least three times as many objectives. The
first is the maintenance of the heritage of those
participating in it, which means that it has to have
aspects of Aboriginal culture, be it language, history
or Dreamtime teaching. Second, it must teach people
of Aboriginal cultural background to survive,
succeed and excel in another culture. As I said
earlier, the dominant culture in which they will
participate for the rest of their lives is the Western
culture, and they must be able to deal with that. If
the education system does not teach them how they
will never be able to get the sense of achievement
they need.
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I have mentioned two issues that are additional to
the ordinary learning experience; but there is yet a
third, which exists because Aboriginal people are
starting so far behind the eight ball and because
education is the key. Somehow they must have an
education system that is so good it actually boosts
Aboriginal people not only to be able to emulate the
achievements of people in the wider community but
also to increase the proportion of Aboriginal
children going into tertiary education. It is a huge
task, but unless the task is confronted and is
successful, confidence will not follow.
In our society you need confidence and you will not
get it unless you have success, and success is built on
achievement. Achieving in this community means
you must have that educational base.
Mr Hamilton interjected.

Dr DEAN - That is a matter we have to
approach. Nobody is running away from the
problem. It is no good yelling across the table, 'You
had rich parents', because I did not. My father was a
teacher, and that is not a wealthy occupation. The
point is that when you start throwing fault into the
equation your capacity to solve the problem goes out
the window. I have never been in a conciliation that
was successful after fault was raised. As soon as
fault is raised, conciliation goes out the window. I
hope the Leader of the Opposition does not use this
opportunity to get stuck into fault. We can talk
about Northland Secondary College another time.
You will never agree that we did the right thing and
we will never agree that you have the right view; we
can punch each other until we are unconscious but it
will not help Aboriginal education if we do. If that is
what the opposition does it is ignoring this
opportunity and showing that it is not willing to face
up to the problem and help the Aboriginal people.
Apart from giving confidence, education can help
ease the racial tension in the community. It is a
simple fact that it is much harder for a person who
has racial prejudice in his soul to deal with the
engineer who is building his bridge, the dentist who
is fixing his teeth or the teacher who is teaching his
children. As Aboriginal people move up through the
tertiary system the very fact that they are doing it in
the largest possible numbers will reverse the
inherent racial tensions that exist and enable them to
act as role models for those who lack confidence to
start out in the education system. That is why it is
essential to increase the numbers of people from
Koori schools entering the tertiary system.
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We have heard about Koori schools in detail, and I
believe they have made significant strides down the
path I have been outlining. I will not go through the
objectives because I do not have time and they have
been enumerated by other people. Effectively, they
are based on participation by the Aboriginal
community in setting the curriculum; they are
supported because the parents are involved in the
process, know what is happening and can help; they
have proprietorship in the process and a curriculum
that brings in Aboriginal culture to enable those
engaged in the process to have confidence in their
own culture.
Now that KODE schools have been created and have
achieved success I believe our next major task is to
concentrate on trying to bridge the gap between
secondary schools and tertiary education. If we
concentrate on that area and use the KODE schools
as a launching pad to get a much higher proportion
of Aboriginal children into the tertiary system and
then into professions or business and into the
position of role model we have a chance to beat the
problem.
In summary, it is my belief that while there are no
simple solutions the major key to the problem this
country must confront, as it has confronted so many
difficult problems such as guns or drugs, is
education. If we get that right we will be able to
consider ourselves a highly civilised and successful
country in the eyes of the world. The KODE schools
are a fabulous start and they are a credit to the
government that initiated them. They show foresight
and an understanding of the true problem we are up
against, and I believe they will continue to be
successful. Now we must take the next step of
ensuring that the quality of education in those
schools leads to tertiary education for the Koori
community.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
my pleasure to speak in the debate today and
support the motion moved by the honourable
member for Ripon in respect of the two Koori open
door education schools - one in Glenroy in my
electorate of Broadmeadows and the other in
Morwell. We have had a positive and constructive
debate about those two schools and the broader
issue of Aboriginal education. In that context I
should like to make some comments about the
Glenroy campus in particular and about Aboriginal
education in general.

I take up the matters raised by the honourable
member for Berwick, particularly the need to ensure
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that students can get the opportunity to go on to
university and gain degrees and qualifications for
future employment. It is pleasing to see a motion
such as this and government support for Aboriginal
education, but I have to say that it is a change from
the attitudes of the past. I do not intend to get into a
lengthy debate about the matter but to my
knowledge this Parliament and this government are
the only ones that refused to adopt a motion of
reconciliation on behalf of the Aboriginal and
Australian communities. If I recall correctly, in 1994
at a function in Queen's Hall it was left to me as the
Leader of the Opposition, because no members of
the government were prepared to speak, to adopt
the resolution of national reconciliation with
Aboriginal people. The record of this government
and this Parliament is not very good.
It is not political point scoring but it is worth putting
on the record that the government backbenchers
were the only ones in this country - -Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - The honourable member for
Tullamarine persists in interjecting, and he is not in
his seat.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! The other speakers have been heard in silence
and I ask members of the government to give the
Leader of the Opposition the courtesy he deserves.
Mr BRUMBY - This government was the only
one anywhere in Australia which refused to support
that motion. I proudly supported it, and would do
so again, but no-one on the government benches was
prepared to do so.
The second point is that the government, and
particularly the Premier~ has never hesitated in
using Aboriginal issues to strike fear into the hearts
of ordinary Victorians. We all remember the
Premier's notorious comment on the Mabo
legislation about how no Victorian backyard would
be safe from Aboriginal land claims. It was a
dishonest, deceitful comment and one designed to
strike fear into the hearts of ordinary Victorians.
Thirdly, we remember the closure of Northland
Secondary College. They are the three matters on
which the government's record is appalling, and its
commitment to Aboriginal communities is among
the worst in Australia.
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The opposition is happy to support the motion
concerning the Koori Open Door Education policy
and the two campuses at Glenroy and Morwell. The
campus at Glenroy now has approximately
85 students, and enrolments have increased from 77
last year. Retention rates are higher for the children
at that school than at their previous schools, and
there is very good parent involvement in the
development of the school. There is a successful
homework program and good cooperation with
Northland Secondary College - the school the
government attempted again and again to close
down. The school now participates in, for example,
interschool football matches, and those sorts of
things are very positive.
It is true, however, that the school has experienced
considerable difficulty in getting the site together,
and in December 1994 it announced that the Glenroy
campus would be opened in February 1995. The
original documentation put out by the KODE people
showed a tight time line, and it is an extraordinary
credit to the teachers in particular and members of
the school community that they were able to have
the school up and running so early and so
successfully. I have met many of the teachers
involved and it is fair to say that it was only through
their herculean efforts that it was established so
successfully.
Like all school systems, this one is not perfect but it
has successes of which we are all proud, and we
hope the school can develop in the future and
provide further opportunities for young Koori
students. Some questions have arisen regarding
broad policy on Koori education, and although we
welcome the campuses at Glenroy and Morwell,
there are approximately 80 Koori communities
across Victoria and we have to ask whether enough
is being done to meet the individual needs of
students in those communities.
Some would argue that the government's approach
lacks fleXlbility. Even though the two schools are
successful and have the support of the opposition, as
to the other 80 Koori communities and some of the
issues raised by the honourable member for
Berwick, the question remains as to whether we are
doing enough to look at alternative school settings to
meet the needs and aspirations of students in the
Aboriginal communities across the state.
The Northland Secondary College was one
particular model and remains as one way of catering
for the needs of the local community, but we need to
look also at some of the old notions of alternative
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community schools. If an Aboriginal commwtity
wants to establish a school based on the old
alternative school model, is the government doing
enough to support the establishment of such a
school? We would certainly argue that there is room
for improvement in that area.

Statistics resulting from work done last year by
Monash UniverSity, which I hope the minister will
have an opportwtity to study in depth, show that
the regional disparity in educational outcomes
continues to be the major problem of the educational
system.

Another question arises regarding Aboriginal
language schools. The minister nodded his head,
and I know that is a matter he will look at. It needs
to be considered in the broad context of flexible
alternatives to ensure that young Aboriginal
students are given the maximum possible
opportunity for achieving in schools.

We all want to see young people at school go on and
achieve success; but we want to ensure that that
success is not dictated by the postcode of your
address. In Victoria at the moment you can just
about predict the educational achievement of
people, whether they will go on to wtiversity and
the types of qualifications, degrees and jobs they will
obtain by the postcodes on their residential
addresses.

We also need to tackle the issue of educating
Aboriginal adults. It is fine to talk about the success
of the education system and young students
achieving significant levels of education and moving
on to university, but for many Aboriginal adults
their low levels of education and language skills
often translate into high levels of unemployment,
and their immediate prospects are not positive.
Parliament needs to examine mechanisms for getting
Aboriginal adults into the job market, as it has done
with other adult education programs.
The Glemoy campus of KODE has 85 students and it
is one of four campuses within a large secondary
school. I have visited the Box Forest campus on
numerous occasions. The school was on a number of
campuses and that number has now been reduced to
four. It suffered badly from early cutbacks to teacher
numbers. If my memory serves me correctly, the
total staffing establishment at Box Forest was cut
back from 320 to 210 in the first 18 months of its
existence and of the government being elected in
1992. The school had a high number of special needs
teachers, but it lost those teachers under the new
formula, which involved a cutback of 8000 teachers
across the state.
The parents and teachers in that commwtity do an
outstanding job, but they do it under difficult
circumstances. All opposition members appreciate
the fact that the minister is sitting in on this debate
and has made the time to listen to it, and I can only
ask that he look at the staffing entitlement of
Box Forest Secondary College. It serves an area
which has particular needs in many areas and for
many reasons. The area has a large ethnic
population and high levels of unemployment. Its
industrial and employment base is changing rapidly.
I want to see that school supported to the maximum
extent possible, with special needs teachers to tackle
the problem of regional inequality.

So we are clear about this - it is a not a matter of
equalising; it is a matter of trying to ensure that
every student, wherever he or she lives in the state,
gets the maximum possible opportwtity to achieve,
to go forward and to enjoy success in life. Some
students will need more support to do that than
others; some students enjoy very good home
backgrounds, but some do not have that benefit or
privilege. But we want every student to be able to go
forward and achieve the highest possible level.
I will conclude my remarks by taking up a matter
which was raised in the contribution by the
honourable member for Berwick and which concerns
the opportwtities for these schools to be used as
launching pads, in a sense, to higher education. I
wrote down - I think exactly - what the
honourable member for Berwick said. He said that
the key is education and that he wants these schools
and education policies generally to lead to higher
education, to enable people to achieve wtiversity
degrees and improve their job prospects. If you look
at the KODE program you will see that it is affiliated
with and works closely with Dealdn University.
But I do not think anybody could miss - although it
appears that the honourable member for Berwick
may have - the current debate raging about higher
education in Victoria and higher education funding
generally across Australia. That is extremely
relevant to this debate, because there is no point
having the best school system, no point in students
going through and achieving VCE, if they are unable
to gain places in wtiversity or unable to afford the
fees which it appears may be necessary to obtain
places in the future.
I refer to an article reported in the Australian
newspaper of Thursday 16 May - this was after
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Senator Vanstone first met with university
vice-chancellors. It contains comments from our
Victorian vice-chancellors. I will start with Deakin
University, because it has the links to these school
programs. Professor Geoff Wilson of Deakin
University said there was:
an air of disbelief around the university today, that this
sort of thing could happen and undo all the hard work
of the past.

The article also states:
Professor Michael Osborne of La Trobe University told
his staff yesterday that this was 'the worst moment that
Australian higher education has ever faced ... this is

going to lead to turmoil, worry, stress and hell for just
about everybody ...

There are further comments from the
Vice-Chancellor of Melbourne University and others.
The debate has been going on over the past two
weeks, and there have been meetings between
Senator Vanstone and university vice-chance1lors,
and I understand in recent days, also between the
relevant state minister, Mr Honeywood, and
vice-chancellors.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! I hesitate to intenupt the honourable
member's speech, but with respect I ask him to
indicate how this links with the motion that is before
theOWr.
Mr BRUMBY - Mr Acting Speaker, it links very
clearly. Firstly, it links on the basis of the remarks
made at some length by the honourable member for
Berwick in his contribution. He made it clear that it
is one thing to have these schools, but that they must
lead to opportunities in higher education - and I
referring to people being
distinctly remember
able to go to university, Koori students being able to
go to university to train as doctors, lawyers,
professionals and specialists. Secondly, these two
schools are linked to Deakin University. And it is
Deakin University, among others in this state, which
would be affected most dramatically by any
cutbacks to the higher education system. So,
Mr Acting Speaker, I think it is germane.

rum

The reality is: why do we have specialist schools for
Koori students? We have them because there are
special needs in those communities and because we
have agreed that this is the best way of achieving a
level of educational attainment for those students.
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Why do we do that? Because we want to provide
opportunity in Victoria for all people - irrespective
of background - to be able to go on and to enjoy
success at university and in life. So you can put the
resources in there, but if you then go and make it
impossible for students to get into university, you
have to say, 'What has been the point of doing it?'.
One of the great things about Victoria over the past
decade has been the extraordinary growth in higher
education positions. That has meant that more and
more Aboriginal students have been able to get
places in higher education, so they have been able to
go on and do the sorts of things that the honourable
member for Berwick was talking about. We want to
see that continue in the future and we want to see
more students being given that opportunity.
Another article from the Australian of the same day
carries the headings 'Vanstone flags 30 per cent hike
in HECS charges', and 'Unis warn of industrial
disruption, 8000 lost jobs'. More specifically,
regional universities, which include Deakin, will be
affected by these cuts.
The vice-president of education at the University of
New South Wales is reported in the Australian as
saying:
'The thing that worries us the most is that equitable
access will go out the window,' Mr Walker said. 'A lot
of groups from lower socioeconomic backgrounds,
Aborigines and Tones Strait Islanders, disabled people,
even women, already look at the sums and say they
can't afford a tertiary education.

If there is a 30 per cent increase in fees, these
students will simply not be able to attend at all.
This is a serious issue. Obviously this opposition

will support every effort made by the Victorian
government to campaign against cuts made by the
federal government to universities in this state. I
want to make that absolutely clear: we will lend full
support. However, I see from today's newspapers
that it appears that the state Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training, Mr Honeywood, has said
that he would support an increased fee of $1000 a
year being placed on students. In an article in
today's Herald Sun Mr Honeywood is reported as
saying that:
all universities accepted it was better to increase
revenue-

that is, the $1000-
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and suffer a 5 per cent cut than suffer an overall cut of
lOpercenl

If you put an extra $1000 on students - back to the
old days, the days before the Whitlam government
of 1972 - and still cut funding by 5 per cent in real
terms, the impact on the higher education system
will be nothing short of catastrophic. That is the fact
of the matter. How will the students we are talking
about today - Aboriginal students, students at
Glenroy, students at Morwell, students at Northland
and the students in the 80 Aboriginal communities
across Victoria - find the extra $1000 they will need
to get a place at university? But more importantly,
irrespective of whether it is Deakin university,
Ballarat University, La Trobe University, Monash
University or a campus in Gippsland - whatever it
is - a 5 per cent cut will mean tens of thousands of
fewer positions in universities across the state.

Who will be the people who will miss out? Will it be
the students who go to the elite private schools, do
well, get scholarships and gain university places, or
will it be those who are in some ways at the
margin - those in country Victoria, those who do
not have the opportunity to get into schools, or those
who may have been severely disadvantaged in their
early education? They are the students who will
miss out most by these savage cuts to higher
education.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Premier: indemnity
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer the
Attorney-General to the wilful damage the Premier
caused this morning to audiovisual equipment of
television reporters.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HULLS - You might think it's funny! Will
the Attorney-General give an undertaking that the
government will not indemnify the Premier for costs
he may incur in any legal action taken against him as
a result of his erratic behaviour and his complete
contempt for personal safety and private property?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I am afraid the
question of the honourable member for Niddrie has
come from left field. This is a matter of which I have
absolutely no knowledge whatsoever and on which I
can make no comment.

City Link: project opening
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - Will the Premier
advise the house of the significance to Melbourne
and Victoria of this morning's ground-breaking
ceremony--

We support the government's initiative with this
motion. It is a great step in the right direction, but
we need more support for Aboriginal students
across the state. We need continuing flexibility and
settings. We need to recognise that there are 80
Aboriginal communities across the state and, above
all else, that there is little point in having these
programs if there is not equal and open access to
university places which will give those students the
opportunity to get degrees and enjoy success in life.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale! I ask the honourable
member for Rodney to repeat his question, without
assistance.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! The Leader of the Opposition will have the
call when this matter is next before the house.

Mr MAUGHAN - Will the Premier advise the
house of the significance to Melbourne and Victoria
of this morning's ceremony for the City Unk project?

Honourable members interjecting.

Honourable members interjecting.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

The SPEAKER - Order! I cannot hear the
question. I call on the honourable member for
Rodney to ask his question again.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Honourable members
are wasting the time allocated to them for the asking
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of questions without notice. Will the honourable
member for Rodney repeat the question?
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The SPEAKER - Thank you.
Questions resumed.

Mr MAUGHAN - Will the Premier please
advise the house of the significance to Melbourne
and Victoria of the very important ceremony this
morning regarding the City Link project?

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Again I appeal to
opposition members to remain quiet during the
asking of questions. I did not hear the latter part of
the honourable member's question. I ask the
honourable member for Rodney to repeat his
question and ask honourable members to be silent.

City Link: project opening
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - I ask the Premier to
advise the house of the significance to Melbourne
and to Victoria of this morning's historic opening
ceremony for work on the City Link project.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I thank the
honourable member for his question. A year ago
today a memorandum was signed between the
government and Transurban as the preferred
tenderer for this most magnificent piece of
engineering work here in Victoria.

Mr Micallef interjected.
This morning we had the opportunity to attend

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale has been here a long
time--

Mr Micallef interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member for Springvale utters another sound while
the Speaker is on his feet I will name him forthwith.
Mr Micallef interjected.

Questions interrupted.

what was described as the ground-breaking
ceremony which involved both Transfield and
Obayashi in partnership through a company called
Transurban for the commencement of what is
without a doubt the largest piece of infrastructure
work currently taking place in Australia.
This project will not only provide infrastructure for

the community going into and beyond the
21st century and all the benefits that will flow from
that in terms of movement of individuals - goods
in particular - but it will also provide over 4000
jobs directly during the construction period between
now and the end of the decade.

NAMING OF MEMBER
The SPEAKER - Order! I name the honourable
member for Springvale.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I will move
that the honourable member for Springvale be
suspended from the service of the house.
Mr Dollis - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, it
might be appropriate to give the honourable
member for Springvale an opportunity to apologise
to the Chair in order to dispense with this matter
immediately.

The SPEAKER - Order! I will give the
honourable member for Springvale the opportunity
of apologising to the Chair, but I warn him that if he
continues to speak while the Speaker is on his feet I
will name him again. He offends regularly and is
well aware of the rule.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I apologise.

When the project was first mooted it was suggested
by the former Labor government. However, leading
up to the 1992 election it could not get its act
together so it was up to the incoming government in
1992 to actually get the project up and running.
People have been talking about linking these parts of
Melbourne through this sort of facility for 80 years
now but no government or community has been
either prepared or able to achieve it.
What makes this so significant today is the
partnership that exists between the government, the
private sector and the vast majority of the
community, for throughout the period leading up to
today's event the project has been bitterly opposed
by the ALP and by some sections of the media. In
fact some members of the ALP used the issue
together with the casino issue to send a message to
the government going into the last election. Not only
did the public generally overwhelmingly reject the
anti-Victorian approach of the ALP but so too did
the majority of ALP blue-collar workers throughout
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the state. One of the most important aspects of this
project is that it gives another group of Victorians
the capacity for long-term employment in exciting
jobs that are at the leading edge of tedmology and
will provide them and their families with security
leading into the 21st century.
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provide not only good infrastructure but also
employment for Victorians who quite clearly now
look to the government in conjunction with the
private sector to provide the work rather than to the
skeletal form the ALP's body now takes.

Premier: contempt investigation
The blue-collar workers of this state no longer look
to the ALP for leadership or the provision of jobs;
they look to the government and to the private
sector.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNElT - The Leader of the Opposition
keeps interrupting. Some people, on receipt of
responsibility, actually grow. The Leader of the
Opposition is shrinking with more responsibility. He
is shrinking not only in the eyes of the public but in
the eyes of his own backbench.
The SPEAKER - Order! On the question.

Mr KENNETf - This project, which the
government dared to deliver and which is now
being provided by this unique partnership, is a good
illustration of the difference between the
government and its opposition, for the opposition
has no vision for any project in this state. To date
since the election neither in this house nor outside
have we heard one positive comment about the
project, which in its initial stages will employ 4000
people.

The eyes of the world will be watching the project
because it is the leading edge of new engineering
technology. Not only through the tunnels - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNElT - How many are you? I thought
the opposition was going to win an extra 12 seats
because of the way it relates to the community and
understands what the community is thinking! How
many did it end up with? A net two! Why? Because
the public turned its back on ALP members because
all they do is whinge and moan and complain.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETf - Now the Leader of the
Opposition wants me to wind up. You don't like it!

Not only is the government continuing to work with
the public and the private sector on this project, it is
consistently looking around for other projects to

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer to the fact that the Premier has justified the
government paying his legal costs in relation to
contempt matters on the basis that his comments to
the Liberal Party council on 12 May were made in
his capacity as Premier and ask: on what conceivable
basis does commenting on a trial before the Supreme
Court constitute the official duties of a Premier?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - This is riveting stuff
from the Leader of the Opposition. It is unlikely that
the Leader of the Opposition will ever get the
opportunity to assume the high office that I hold,
but if he does he will notice that when he is
appointed Premier of the state he is not appointed
for 4 hours out of 24 or for two days out of seven.
You actually happen to be appointed seven days a
week every month of the year and every year of
your term.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - I have answered the question
very simply; I cannot help it if you do not
understand the answer. I hope that with the support
of my colleagues I will hold this job well into the
21st century.

Melbourne Airport
Mrs PEUUCH (Bentleigh) - Will the Premier
outline to the house the government's concern about
a proposal that the federal government plans to
remove the 15 per cent limitation on private
cross-ownership between Sydney and Melbourne
airports?
Mr KENNETf (Premier) - I trust this is a matter
on which we might get bipartisan support. One of
the most important assets in this state has to be
Tullamarine airport, not only for the movement of
people but also, importantly, for the growth of our
manufacturing industry and, more importantly, of
our agricultural industry, particularly in being able
to airfrei.ght out quickly both fresh and value-added
food.
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We on this side of the house are very concerned at
the position taken by our federal colleagues that
might enable Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne
airports to be sold to the one prospective purchaser.
If that were the case we would simply be
transferring a government monopoly, that is the
Federal Airports Corporation (FAC) that runs those
three airports, into a private monopoly.
In our opinion that conflicts with the competition
rules, which we happen to believe are good. The
government supports the Hilmer reforms, and a lot
of what it is doing now is directed towards making
sure they are complied with.
There is a more important reason for opposing the
potential purchase of those three airports by the one
purchaser. If the government is to maximise the
export of food products in particular, it will need
people who will meet its specific needs in terms of
not only passengers but also cargo.
At the moment much of what we export fills up the
surplus space in the holds of passenger aircraft that
are not fully booked. It is absolutely imperative that
the organisation that purchases the airport is
committed to Victoria and to the growth of Victorian
industry rather than making decisions as to whether
priority should be given to Sydney or Brisbane.
Mr Baker - For once you have got something
right!
Mr KENNElT - Coming from you I can't tell
how important that is.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is in danger of running foul of the Chair.
Mr KENNFIT - I intend to ask Mr Birrell, the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology, to get
together a group of senior business people,
particularly those in the various industries that may
be affected, and a small number of politicians - I
am not opposed to the concept of having a
representative from the opposition on that task
force - with the aim of doing what it can over the
next few weeks. It is that urgent, because the
legislation is currently before the federal Parliament.
We must try to bring about a change in the way the
airports have been offered for sale.
My colleague Mr Gude, the Minister for Education,
had been driving that prior to the election, and it is
important that the government continue with it. It is
also important that we take an apolitical approach. I
can only say that members on the government side
are concerned about this issue, because if it is not
resolved to our satisfaction - by that I mean
Victoria's rather than the government's - it will
have a very detrimental effect on Victoria's ability to
grow into the 21st century as the government would
wish.
As I said, I hope that we receive bipartisan support
on this matter and that, together with
representatives of the private sector, make some
quick and serious representations to Canberra so
that it understands the risks associated with selling a
government monopoly to a private monopoly.

Premier: indemnity
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr KENNElT - I thank opposition members for
the nods that are coming from the other side. I
intend to put together a group of people, headed by
the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology in
the other place - Mr Baker - You have mucked it up already!
Mr KENNElT - Settle down.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
member for Sunshine to cease interjecting.

Mr KENNElT - No wonder you're on the back
benches.
Mr Baker - No wonder you're on the way out.

Mr BRUMBY <Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his previous answer and I ask
whether he will seek to have the taxpayers pay his
legal costs for all of his actions, 24 hours a day, even
if a court decides he has broken the law or has
committed an offence.
Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - We are seeing a very
good illustration of how the government keeps on
governing while the opposition keeps on whingeing.
At the moment indemnities are still out for the
former Labor Treasurer, Rob Jolly, for deeds that he
committed against the public interest while he was
Treasurer. Indemnities are still out for Mr Crabb
and, I believe, for David White, both former Labor
ministers. All those people are subject to court
actions from outside, because when they received
their commissions - -
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Thwaites - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
I raise the question of relevance. The Premier was
asked a specific question about whether he would
seek to have the taxpayers fund him and give him an
indemnity if he is found to have committed an
offence or a crime. The Premier is referring to
something that has nothing to do with the question.
He should come back to the question and say
whether he will ask the taxpayers to fund his crimes.

The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr KENNETT - Mr Speaker, I accept your
ruling that there was no point of order - and it was
not even a very good leadership speech. You're
really going to have to up it a bit if you're going to
have a go!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNElT - I make two points. The first is
that the three individuals I have spoken about were
all appointed to their commissions full time. It is
interesting to note that all three of them were
associated with clocking up for the state
$22 000 million worth of debts and losses. But the
ALP is not concerned about that; it says that is
different. In the meantime, over the past three and a
half years the government has reduced that debt by
over $10 billion. We are fixing up the state.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! In this case I indicate to
the Premier that his remarks are not relevant to the
question, and I ask him to come back to it.
Mr KENNETI - I also point out that the
taxpayers picked up the bill for a former member of
the upper house, Mr Brian Mier, over an issue that
opposition members might remember. Don't come
into this house displaying, as you do, double
standards!

343

Mr KENNE1T - While you go on with your
whingeing the government is building a better state
for the people of this community.

Water industry: customer service report
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - Will the
Minister for Agriculture and Resources inform the
house of the recent independent evaluation of
customer service standards in the restructured
Melbourne water industry?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Agriculture and
Resources) - As the house is aware, Oty West
Water, South East Water and Yarra Valley Water are
state-owned companies that were formed on
1 January 1995 from the old Melbourne Water
Corporation. Each of those companies is licensed to
operate and maintain water and sewerage services
in its respective area. Members will certainly be
aware that the water companies are overseen and
supervised by the independent Office of the
Regulator-General, which also oversees the
provision of electricity services in Victoria.

I am pleased to inform the house that in his first
report on the performance of these companies since
their restructuring the Regulator-General says they
are already delivering significant benefits to
consumers. We should thank the Treasurer and the
member for Bennetswood, the former minister
responsible for water, for the structure they set up.
Each of the companies has been assessed according
to quality of supply, customer service and payment
arrangements. I am pleased to inform members that
the report confirms that all three companies have
improved their water quality, reported marginal
fewer interruptions to supply, improved emergency
telephone call response times, offered greater
customer payment flexibility through instalment
schemes, and reduced the number of restrictions on
customers who fail to pay their water accounts. That
certainly demolishes some of the hysterical claims
made by the Labor Party, particularly in the lead-up
to the last state election, about the fall in water
industry standards that would occur as a result of
restructuring.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNElT - There are no greater political
exponents of double standards in this community
than the ALP - all 29 of them!

Honourable members interjecting.

The report shows that each water company has a
strong customer focus. In a press statement issued
today the Regulator-General also says that is not the
end of the matter. He predicts further improvements
as a result of the benchmarking of service levels
through the development of various customer
charters.
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Mr Gude interjected.
Mr McNAMARA - In response to the
interjection - The SPEAKER - Order! I ask that the minister
not respond to interjections.

Mr McNAMARA - I tried to ignore it, but the
house seems to have an overwhelming desire to hear
the statements of the Regulator-General. He points
out that throughout 1995 the companies took
initiatives to improve their customer services by, for
example, developing customer charters, which were
mailed to all customers in early 1996. The Office of
the Regulator-General is confident that those
charters will contribute to the continuing
improvement of customer services, and the office
expects these improvements to be reflected in the
1996 report - more good news!
I look forward to further reports from independent
regulators such as the Regulator-General, who has
overseen the work of these companies and the great
contribution they are making in improving not only
the quality of the services they deliver to the
community but also their efficiency so that there is a
greater focus on customer demand.
The report is certainly a credit to the three
companies that have managed the challenging
transition process at Melbourne Water while
focusing on customer-oriented service delivery.
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Mr Brumby - The Premier was specifically
asked about any information he had in his capacity
as the Premier of this state concerning Amskan's
dealings with Transurban. I asked the Premier
whether he was aware of that and whether he used
that knowledge to secure personal benefit for his
family by purchasing 50 000 shares. The Premier has
avoided answering other questions today by
responding briefly and irrelevantly. I ask you, Sir, to
ensure that he answers this question according to
the way it has been asked, which relates to the links
between Amskan and Transurban and the
knowledge that would have been available to him. as
Premier, which he used to secure personal gain for
his family.
The SPEAKER - Order! The point of order
appears to be repeating the question. When the
Premier commenced his answer he had not finished
two sentences before the point of order was raised.
As the Leader of the Opposition knows, the Chair
may not require a minister to answer if the minister
does not wish to answer a question. The Premier
must answer a question as he sees fit, provided it is
relevant to the question, and he must bear
responsibility for the answer. There is no point of
order.
Mr KENNETI - I thought the Leader of the
Opposition was going to admit that his question was
irrelevant. There is no doubt that he is, and he is
becoming more so!
As I was saying before I was rudely interrupted by

Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to the purchase by his family of
50 000 shares in Amskan in June 1995. Is it not a fact
that at that time of the purchase the Premier was
aware that Amskan had been negotiating to supply
Transurban with vehicle information technology and
that that inside knowledge meant he was able to use
his public office in an attempt to secure personal
gain?

Mr KENNETf (Premier) - One shouldn't be
surprised! This just continues the diatribe that has
come from the opposition on this issue over the past
few weeks. I do not intend to say anything - Mr Brumby - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
on the question of relevance - -

Honourable members interjecting.

the Leader of the Opposition, the question continues
the flow of diatribe from the Australian Labor Party
over the past few weeks. It shows it has learnt
absolutely nothing from the last election. I do not
intend to go any further than I already have
concerning the affairs of my family. They are all
covered and contained in the relevant parts of the
pecuniary interests register.
Opposition Members - Oh no they're not!
Mr KENNETf - Oh yes they are! The difference
is that the opposition just does not like what
happens to be contained in that register. Opposition
members may not like it, but everything that has
been done conforms with that register and will
continue to do so.
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That I have leave to bring in a bill to amend the
Melbourne City Link Act 1995 and the Melbourne City
Link Authority Act 1994 and for other purposes.

Introduction and first reading
Mr KENNFIT (Premier) introduced a bill to
establish an authority to control the improvement,
refurbishment, alteration, extension and
completion of Parliament House, to abolish the
Public Bodies Review Committee and change the
names and functions of two other parliamentary
committees, to amend the Parliamentary
Committees Act 1968 and certain other acts and for
other purposes.

Read first time.

PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AND
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICERS
(AMENDMENTI BILL

Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - Will the
Minister for Planning and Local Government give a
brief description of the bill?
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) (By leave) - I am sure the house
is interested in hearing what the bill proposes. At
present any variation in any plan or document
relating to the construction of the Oty link is
required to be dealt with by Parliament and treated
in exactly the same way, no matter how minor or
major. The bill seeks to address the problem of
parliamentary control over any sort of variation in
project documents or proposals, either minor or
major, as design and construction proceeds. The
purpose of the bill is to resolve any problems arising
from that requirement.

Introduction and first reading
Motion agreed to.
Mr KENNFIT (Premier) introduced a bill to
amend the Public Sector Management Act 1992, the
Parliamentary Officers Act 1975, the Ombudsman
Act 1973, the Parliamentary Salaries and
Superannuation Act 1968, the Employee Relations
Act 1992, the Constitution Act 1975 and the
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 and for other
purposes.

Read first time.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(AMENDMENTI BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and Local
Government> introduced a bill to amend the Local
Government Act 1989, the City of Greater Geelong
Act 1993 and the City of Melbourne Act 1993 and
for other purposes.

Read first time.

MELBOURNE CITY LINK
(AMENDMENTI BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning and
Local Government) - I move:

Read first time.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
SAFETY) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to further amend the
Accident Compensation Act 1985, to amend the
Dangerous Goods Act 1985, the Equipment (Public
Safety) Act 1994 and the Occupational Health and
Safety Act 1995 and for other purposes.

Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - Will the Treasurer
provide a brief description of the bill?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) (By leave) - I
introduced the bill on behalf of the relevant minister.
I understand the bill proposes a large number of
administrative changes to the acts mentioned. I am
happy to ask the minister to provide a detailed
briefing to the honourable member for Springvale.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

GAMING ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL

ASSEMBLY

346

GAMING ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Wednesday, 29 May 1996

MISCELLANEOUS ACTS (OMNIBUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL

Introduction and first reading
Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a bill to
make miscellaneous amendments to the Gaming
Machine Control Act 1991, the Casino Control Act
1991, the Gaming and Betting Act 1994, the
Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act 1966, the Racing
Ad 1958 and the Casino (Management Agreement)
Ad 1993 and for other purposes.
Read first time.

GAMING MACHINE CONTROL
(COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a bill to
amend the Gaming Machine Control Ad 1991 with
respect to the Community Support Fund and for
other purposes.
Read first time.

BALLARAT LANDS (LAKESIDE
DEVELOPMENT) BILL

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) introduced a bill to amend
the Corrections Ad 1986, the Crimes Ad 1958, the
Equal Opportunity Ad 1995, the Legal Aid Act
1978, the Office of the Regulator-General Act 1994,
the Planning and Environment Ad 1987, the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, the
Sentencing Ad 1991 and the Teaching Service Ad
1981 and for other purposes.
Read first time.

FIREARMS (PROHIBITED FIREARMS)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) introduced a bill to amend
the Firearms Act 1958 and for other purposes.

Read fust time.

CHILDREN'S SERVICES BILL
Introduction and first reading
Introduction and first reading
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management) introduced a bill to revoke the
permanent reservation over land known as the
Lakeside Psychiatric Hospital site at Ballarat and
for other purposes.
Read first time.

FORESTS (WOOD PULP AGREEMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management) introduced a bill to ratify an
agreement between the minister administering the
Forests Ad 1958 and Amcor Ltd with respect to the
supply of pulpwood for the manufacture of wood
pulp and for other purposes.
Read first time.

Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) introduced a bill to provide
for the licensing and regulation of children's
services, to repeal part XIA of the Health Act 1958
and to make consequential amendments to other
ads.

Read first time.

APPROPRIATION ONTERIM 1996/97)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).

Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - It is with
great pleasure that I support the Appropriation
(Interim 1996/97) Bill. It is an occasion on which the
Treasurer once again should be offered our
congratulations for the excellent work he has done
and for the role he has played in overseeing the
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economic recovery of Victoria. Indeed, he has
brought the state back on track.
In 1992 when the coalition took office things were
vastly different. It is only as a result of a determined
and well-regimented program that the state's
finances have returned to the black. The eyes of the
nation are once again on Victoria. Internationally
Victoria is rapidly becoming known as the place to
invest in and, indeed, the place to visit. The growth
being experienced in Victoria is sustainable. That is
very important because the economy is no longer
based on borrowings. For too long this state literally
lived on the never-never; we were putting on
Bankcard the cost of our day-to-day operations and
we were passing the debt on to future generations.
Of course that is not sustainable, desirable or
conducive to economic improvement or growth.
One aspect of the government's economic program
focuses on the cost of doing business in Victoria. A
classic example of that is the reduction in Workcover
premiums, something that is of importance to many
employers across the state. It is one of the keys to the
success of new investment in the state. The cost of
Workcover premiums in Victoria is now among the
lowest in the nation. Only a few years ago those
premiums were among the highest. It is important
that Victoria attracts investment from both interstate
and overseas markets so that we have an
environment in which business is willing to put up
its money.
Another aspect of the government's program is to
reduce debt. I believe in a few short years Victoria
will again attain its AAA credit rating. Over the past
three or four years some people have said that the
credit rating of a state is not important. I strongly
disagree; it is very important. Indeed, it is worth tens
of millions of dollars to Victoria to attain the best
possible credit rating. Although we have reduced
our debt by $10 billion we are still paying a
considerable amount of money in interest and
debt-servicing charges.
The credit rating of the state has a lot to do with
reducing costs. I believe it is very much in the state's
interest and paramount that we continue with our
debt reduction and debt-servicing programs.
Over the past three years there has also been a
significant increase in capital works projects
throughout Victoria. I suggest that is one of the great
achievements of the government. Not only have we
been able to rapidly reduce the cost of government,
the size of our debt and the cost of servicing that
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debt, but we have also increased the level of capital
works throughout Victoria to an unprecedented
degree.
If my electorate is any example - and I believe it
is - capital works programs in the state are at a
level that has not been seen for many years, if ever.
The Victorian economy has seen an incredible
growth during the past three and a half years.
Victoria has gone from what could be described as a
senescent backwater to a vibrant, fast-moving and
exciting state which people want to visit so they can
take part in the many exciting things that are
happening.
The number of visitors to Victoria has increased
dramatically; we now have one of the highest
number of visitors of any state in the nation. That is
due to a large number of things but focus must be
placed on events such as the Australian Formula
One Grand Prix. The grand prix is one of the great
success stories of the Victorian recovery because not
only has it brought people to this state from all over
the world but also it has focused world attention on
Melbourne. It is one of the most exciting sporting
events we have seen in Australia for many years,
and with the possible exception of the Olympic
Games in the year 2000 it will be many years before
we see another event like it. The beauty of the grand
prix is that it is an annual affair; it is not a one-off
event like the Olympic Games, which might be held
in Australia once in a lifetime. We can look forward
to the grand prix being held every year.
Melbourne's theatres have seen a resurgence with
the top shows coming to Victoria. Some exciting
news was announced during the past few days with
the proposed construction of the lyric theatre. That
will be another facility responsible for more people
visiting this state and this city. Not only will
Melbourne benefit from those events but also
Victoria and, indeed, the whole of Australia will
benefit because the money that is spent spreads into
our wider economy.
During the past four years some 10 000 new
businesses commenced in Victoria, and that is one of
the reasons we have seen such an improvement in
our economy. Small business is one of the greatest
employers. In fact, if small business throughout
Australia could be revived to the degree that
Victoria has experienced we would see a great
difference in the economy of our nation. There are
some 900 000 small businesses throughout the
nation, and if each were able to employ one or two
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more people it would make a big difference to the
way things are happening. Young Victorians are
most important to us all. As opportunities are being
created we need to consider training and education.
Those areas have been a focus of the recovery in
Victoria. The government believes a vital part of
providing care and security is to build for the future
by improving facilities.
I shall talk about the education scene. In my
electorate some great things have happened in terms
of capital works. In 1992 there was something like a
$600 million capital works shortfall in school
maintenance statewide. I vividly remember visiting
the Baimsdale West Primary School soon after the
1992 election and noticing the rusted and broken
guttering. You could poke your finger through the
rotting weatherboards of one building that had not
been maintained or painted. In contrast, if you
visited the school today you would wonder whether
you were in the same place. It has received an
injection of funding of more than $1 million, and
there is more to come. It can be described only as a
revitalised school not only with regard to the
buildings and amenities provided for both staff and
pupils but also with regard to the morale of the
pupils and the school community in general. They
believe they have a facility of which they can be
proud and which is second to none. They are happy
to assist in any way they can.
It is important to develop the feeling of pride in the
community because in a vast number of cases it
provides the incentive and spark to ensure that
things go forward. A number of other primary
schools have been revitalised by major capital
works, such as those at Briagolong, Bruthen, Cann
River, Newmere11a, Stratford and Lindenow. Those
schools are now working more efficiently with
happier pupils and staff.

A new school will be built at Paynesville, and that
will be a wonderful shot in the arm for education in
East Gippsland. The facility will be finished in the
near future. It is significant that during the years of
Labor government Paynesville was told that it was
at the top of the priority list, but nothing happened.
That is typical of the way schools were treated under
the Labor government. They were left with old,
run-down buildings and maintenance was not a
factor.
During the past three or four years satellite dishes
have been installed in all country schools, even the
most remote ones. One of the earliest schools to
receive a satellite dish was the tiny primary school at
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Tubbut. Its pupils are now linked to the rest of the
world by an improved telecommunications system.
It is using that facility with great enthusiasm, and it
has improved the lot of many rural schools.
The LAP tests took place during the last few months.
They caused controversy with the unions but the
tests are rapidly being accepted as a proper and
normal measure. Teachers are becoming more
confident about them as they see the great benefit to
be derived from the program. They see it not as a
process to victimise teachers, as some unions have
made out, but rather as the means of assessing the
progress of pupils to ensure they derive the best
benefits from their education.
Another happy story can be told about roads.
During the last Parliament great progress was made
on road construction, particularly the major
announcement of City Link, which will unchoke the
traffic congestion in the city. City Link will connect
freeways from major country areas right through the
city. It will assist in the progress of better
communication and will be an outlet for vital
produce to get quickly to markets or other points of
distribution for export, whether they be ports or
airports. We will not·see the city continuing to
choke, as Labor would have it; rather, we will see a
progressive city with traffic flowing so that produce
can get to markets and commerce can expand. We
will all benefit from that.
I travel regularly along the Princes Highway
between Melbourne and Gippsland East and it is
great to see the amount of ongoing roadwork with
the construction of overtaking lanes, bridgeworks
and general maintenance on major and minor roads.
This is due in large part to the Better Roads program

that is funded by the 3-cent-a-litre levy that
Victorians have happily accepted because they can
see that what they are getting from the dedicated
funding of $160 million is of great value. People can
now travel a large part of their journey to Melbourne
along the Princes Highway on a dual carriageway
and, if not the dual carriageway, a vastly improved
road system.
The Rosedale Bridge is in the electorate of my
colleague the honourable member for Gippsland
South. He mentions the bridge occasionally, and it is
a notable bridge in the area. The Better Roads
program has allocated $15 million for vital works
across the causeway and the Latrobe River at
Rosedale.
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The Omeo Highway runs from Bairnsdale through
Omeo and continues north. It is a vital link for the
people of Omeo because it is the only all-weather
road in that area. It is extremely important for
people living in Omeo, Benambra, Swift's Creek and
Ensay because it gives them access to commercial
areas and markets for their products. During the
past few years extensive works have been carried
out on the Omeo Highway, and I am pleased it has
improved dramatically.
At the opening of the ski season during the long
weekend the Minister for Roads and Ports will
announce that the Great Alpine Road program will
proceed. That will mean an injection of some
$6 million to complete the unsealed portion of the
road passing near Dinner Plain south from
Mount Hotham. It will mean a fully sealed road
from Harrietville across to Omeo. The completion of
the Great Alpine Road will mean that the road
running between Wangaratta and Bairnsdale will
become an even more important tourist route than it
currently is. It is expected it will be recognised as the
equivalent of the Great Ocean Road by Australians
and our international visitors.
It is with some excitement that the people in my
electorate look forward to those roadworks being
completed because they are a key part of the local
economy. Omeo is becoming a well-known tourist
area and in the past few years has improved its
tourist facilities, services and accommodation. Skiers
who visit Mount Hotham will benefit in the years to
come from the huge investment of funds being
allocated to that resort area because Mount Hotham
will be upgraded to a standard equal to any other
resort in Australia. The people of Omeo and district
know full well that they will benefit from the
changes and improvements brought about by the
vision and dedication of the government.
My electorate is fortunate that it is benefiting from
state government funding for health. Considerable
funds have been allocated to capital improvements
and new wards for hospitals in my area. The
smallest hospital in East Gippsland is the Omeo
District Hospital, which may not normally be
considered viable but which, because of its isolation
and distance from other centres, the government and
the Bairnsdale regional health service consider to be
a vital facility for the Omeo community and the
many people who visit the area, particularly during
the snow season. As a result, the Omeo hospital has
been allocated $1 million towards its running costs.
It does not have to rely purely on the case-mix
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system but can exist with a relatively small turnover
of patients.
The Orbost and District Hospital is undertaking a
$3.5 million rebuilding program that will be
completed in about October. All the health facilities
throughout the district will be concentrated on the
one campus in a multipurpose facility. It will
dramatically improve the type and availability of
services available to our community.
Many changes have taken place at the Bairnsdale
hospital. A 32-bed dementia ward is being
developed on the campus and is rapidly nearing
completion. New wards are being constructed and
other facilities are taking shape in the hospital
grounds that will improve facilities available for the
community. A few years ago new CAT scan and
improved dialysis facilities were purchased, and a
psychogeriatric ward is planned in the next two or
three years as well as rehabilitation wards. It is a
hive of activity and the community will have a
health service that is second to none.
Two private nursing homes are being built, one at
Paynesville and one at Bairnsdale. The Paynesville
home will have 40 beds while the Bairnsdale nursing
home will have 60 beds. They will provide a
standard of aged health care not seen before in East
Gippsland or indeed throughout rural Australia.
The Croft organisation, which is building the
facilities, already runs the private nursing home at
Sale, which is well known for its standard of care,
high standard facilities and excellent staff. When one
drives down what is known as Hospital Hill in
Baimsdale, it is possible to see on the left of the
hospital the private clinic being built by one of the
medical groups. It is yet another facility being built
with private capital to improve not just the
appearance of our city but the facilities available to
the public.
Just out of my electorate in the Latrobe Valley will
be the new Latrobe Valley Hospital that will cost
approximately $45 million. It will be a major referral
hospital for people throughout Gippsland and will
provide a wonderful service for people living in
Gippsland and the Latrobe Valley.
Once again, the government should be
congratulated on the excellent job it has done in
Victoria, for the amount of capital works we have
seen throughout the state, for the improvement we
have seen in our debt servicing, and because that
debt reduction has been achieved with an increase in
capital works. That goes a long way to describing
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the real scene because it has been a two-edged
sword, if you like. It has not been just a matter of
being frugal and reducing debt and so reducing the
cost of debt servicing, but also a process of rapidly
increasing the capital works programs that have
been vital to so many services and the infrastructure
in our state.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - In joining in
the debate on the May 1996 economic statement, I
will make a number of comments, particularly on
the Treasurer's plans for major infrastructure. These
are set out in chapter six of the document, which
contains considerable detail of the infrastructure
projects, especially those that the Treasurer sought
to highlight and dwell on in the documentation that
accompanied his autumn economic statement.
I will spend some time looking at the Melbourne
City Link tollway. The Appropriation (Interim
1996/97) Bill is another step in nearly four decades
of steps that will see the Oty Link project dominate
and distort the financial, social, environmental,
planning and road usage aspects of Melbourne. It
will enter the everyday lives of Melburnians. The
project will dominate the lives of ordinary citizens,
whether they be residents of inner Melbourne, that
is, of the suburbs adjoining the Oty Link project, or
whether they be one of the many thousands of
people who commute daily by car into the city and
home again. Their lives as residents and as
commuters will be dominated by the Oty Link
project. It will create massive distortions with
far-reaching implications. I will spend some time on
this matter.
The Treasurer's economic statement covers many
aspects of the Oty Link project. Today I refer to a
few. There is a sense of irony in that on the day
when the construction of the Oty Link project was
symbolically started, I have the opportunity to make
my contribution to the appropriation bill. This is the
day when the first shovelful of sod was turned, the
day when this government attempted to deny the
opposition the opportunity of debating proposed
changes to the Oty Link contract and the day when
the Minister for Planning and Local Government
gave notice that he intended to introduce
amendments to the Melbourne Oty Link Authority
Act that will further restrict the opportunity for
parliamentary sautiny and accountability to
Parliament of successive changes that are planned to
the Oty Link project, in particular the contract and
the various agreements that flow from the contract.
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Today the Premier, in a highly agitated state, with
his silver spade took some Coode Island silt down
there at Gosch's Paddock and, instead of
concentrating on the ceremonial aspects of the
commencement of the Oty Link project, decided to
vent his frustration, to vent his spleen, to vent his
anger and displeasure at the assembled crowd by
throwing a shovelful of the Coode Island silt on the
assembled crowd. One can only interpret this action
as that of a man under severe pressure, a man who
has clearly lost the plot, somebody who is
demonstrating and acting out all his personal
frustrations and failings for all to see. It was indeed a
sad and tragic sight, as the Premier of Victoria,
unable to control his emotions, unable to control his
actions, started throwing sand around at an official
opening. It will go down in the annals of our media
history as one of the occasions that will be constantly
referred to. It will be used as one of the highlights of
the year, year in, year out, and on many occasions.
This happened on a day when the government was
seeking to bask in what it regarded as the glory of
the opening of the Oty Link project. Frankly, the
Premier lost it; he lost his cool and disgraced himself
and the government. It is fitting that it should
happen on the day when I had the prearranged
opportunity to make a contribution on the
appropriation debate and on the Oty Link project.
Firstly, I will spend some time talking about the
proposals under the Melbourne Oty Link Authority
Act that will result in revenue streams by which the
government will be paid substantial amounts of
money. The government claims that on a
semi-annual basis it will receive payments of
concession fees for the use of the land and as
repayment of a substantial financial contribution the
government has made to this private project. Oty
Link is described by the Treasurer in his autumn
statement as a BOOT project. The financial
philosophy - that is, the new right ideology - that
underpins such BOOT schemes is that private
companies will develop public infrastructure and
carry both the risk and the cost of such development.
As can be seen from many different aspects, the Oty
Link project is in fact a flawed BOOT project.
One of the ways the government attempted to paper
over the intellectual flaws, the different aspects that
breach the new right ideology of privately owned
public infrastructure, was to say that the people of
Victoria through the government of the day will
receive substantial payments of concession fees
payable for the operation of the City Link project.
The contract set out in the concession deed contains
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a description of how this money is to be paid. It
specifies that the concession period starts not from
when the City Link tollway has been built and is
open and starts collecting fees but from the time of
financial close. So the concession period has already
commenced. It is divided into two periods: one of
about 29 years and the other of about 8 years. The
concession deed provides that in the first period
there be payment of a concession fee of the
equivalent of $95.6 million, paid on a semi-annual
basis. In the second period, the payment due to the
state of Victoria is supposed to be $45.2 million,
again to be paid on a semi-annual basis.
Therefore we would expect to see the
commencement of a revenue stream flowing in the
current financial period to the benefit of the
Treasury coffers in Victoria. But is that the case? No!
In changes made to the Oty Link contract after it
was signed the government has sought to give
Transurban the opportunity to defer the payment of
concession fees and now to defer the actual payment
for a number of years.

If Transurban so wishes it can defer the payment of
the concession fees until the end of the project when
the link is supposed to be taken from the control of
Transurban and handed back to the government of
the day. That would not happen in four years time,
after the construction period, but in an additional 34
years. For 38 years Transurban will have the option
of deferring those payments which total, in the first
period, $95.6 million a year; and in the second
period, $45 million a year. Victoria will lose
substantially; the state will lose millions of dollars in fact, probably billions of dollars - because of the
government's proposed bottom-of-the-tunnel
scheme.
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$3.2 billion, in current value terms will be the
equivalent of only $269 million.
According to the base case financial model under
which Transurban operates, that company has
committed itself to pay the government during the
life of the project a revenue stream of more than
$3 billion, which the government estimates will be
worth, in present dollar terms, only $269 million if it
is paid back in accordance with the base case
financial model- which is the financial
underpinning of the whole scheme.
The scenario is worse than that. In some
circumstances there is nothing to prevent
Transurban from deferring all payments until the
end of the project, in which case the net present
value of that income stream in today's dollar value
would be only $130 million.
It is fraudulent to suggest that the whole justification

for the government putting in money now to
subsidise the private infrastructure project has been
on the basis that it will generate a huge revenue
stream, because the more than $3 billion revenue
stream in real terms could actually be worth
somewhere between $269 million and $130 million.

In its last economic statement the government said
the value of the government's contribution would
now be some $300 million. We are getting to the
realms of funny-money financial transactions where
the government says, 'We will put in $300 million
now to produce a revenue stream that in present
values could be as low as $130 million'. That
arrangement will place a real and effective financial
burden not only on this government but on future
governments.

I shall explain how the scheme works. The value of a
dollar in today's terms will not be the same in
another 38 years; anybody can understand the
simple mathematics involved in that assumption.
We asked the Melbourne City Link Authority to
calculate the value of the income stream at various
points during the life of the project; it provided some
illuminating information.

The government also seeks to change the contract in
a number of other ways. Ancillary to and parallel
with this fraudulent income stream Transurban is
seeking a ruling from the Australian Taxation Office
that will see the company receive taxation benefits
from writing out IOUs in the current and each
successive financial year even though it does not
have to make any actual payment unti12013 - and
perhaps not until 2034.

On the base case model, the authority says that the
concession fee money will not be paid until 2013. If
Transurban is given permission to defer its payment
of money, as opposed to the presentation of IOUs,
until 2013 and then commences to pay concession
fees, the value of that income stream, which has
been estimated in some quarters to be as much as

All one need do is turn to page 52 of the Transurban
prospectus to see it all set out in black and white.
The taxation consultants, Freehill Hollingdale and
Page, have been advising this company on how to
not only minimise but, one would argue, avoid its
taxation obligations. The Transurban prospectus
states, in part:
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FHP is of the opinion that the annual concession fee
should be tax deductible in each year if paid in cash or
if satisfied by the issue of a concession note.

Accordingly, Transurban will be seeking to obtain a
ruling from the Australian Taxation Office to that
effect. It has flogged this fundraising exercise on our
capital markets predicated on a seam that will see
the Australian Taxation Office, in effect, also
subsidise this supposedly private infrastructure
scheme.
The government says, 'We will get this money
coming in', but in fact Transurban will write out
IOUs year after year; at the same time it will claim
the income tax deductions as though it had paid
them in the respective periods. This is a new
bottom-of-the-tunnel taxation fraud scheme which
the Kennett government has approved. It is seeking
to ensure that those relationships and certainty
about the ability to defer payment of the concession
fees is unambiguously set out in the concession deed
by making changes to the Melbourne City link
contract well after it was signed, after all Victorians
thought the issue surrounding the project had been
finalised.
After the contract had been signed, sealed and
delivered Transurban got together with the
government and is secretly trying to ensure that the
changes that will allow concession fees to be
converted into concession notes and the attendant
tax minimisation schemes will be to the advantage of
the privileged few who have shares in the company.
It does not end there. The government is seeking to
change the prOvisions concerning who is responsible
for paying for various parts of the capital works that
are an integral part of the City link project - not to
improve the design but because the previous
Minister for Roads and Ports got it wrong. We know
he did not understand the City link project. When
he was asked about street closures he got it wrong
and misled the Parliament.
It is clear from the changes to the concession deed
that were tabled in the house in the last sitting week
that that is not the only area in which he got it
wrong. Hansard of 30 November 1995 reveals that
when answering questions about other matters the
minister said things that were not true. To cover that
up, to correct the mistake and to make the situation
appear to be different, the government is changing
the City Link contract months after the event. It is an
attempt to try to square it off, to balance it with what
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the former Minister for Roads and Ports said on
30 November last year.
We knew it was cOming because the opposition was
given briefings by the City link Authority on 10 and
13 November. Mr Richard Parker, the chief executive
officer of the authority, was asked to describe those
things for which the government would be paying
and those things for which Transurban would be
paying. The list of government responsibilities
includes purchasing 200 parcels of land; acquiring
leases; purchasing properties in South Melbourne
and Richmond; acquiring several businesses; paying
for changes to the Macaulay railway station and the
Dynon Road freight terminal; and covering the costs
associated with the retention of the Upfield line.

Mr Parker said there were also various bolt-ons and
add-ons, including the lidding of Grant Street, the
cladding on the new Yarra Bridge, and the
construction of various gateways. That was
confirmed later in the briefing when he was asked
specifically what works on the Yarra Bridge the
government would be paying for. The minutes of the
briefing quote Mr Parker as saying it included the
cladding and other works.

Hansard of 30 November also reveals that the
Honourable Don Nardella in the other place asked a
series of questions of the former Minister for Roads
and Ports and that the minister replied by saying
that Mr Nardella had been misled and given
second-hand information. When Mr Nardella asked
who would be paying for the cladding on the
Yarra Bridge, the then minister made it clear that the
government would not be paying for it.
That directly contradicted what Mr Parker has told
the opposition. It has led to the farcical situation
where, months after the contract was signed, sealed
and delivered, the Melbourne City link Authority
has had to renegotiate it, shifting things that were
previously the responsibility of government over to
Transurban and things that were previously the
responsibility of Transurban over to the government.
It has been done purely and simply because what
the former minister said was not true.
The government has had to correct the contract
retrospectively at great cost to the taxpayers of
Victoria. The project has been burdened with huge
amounts of legal and financial fees and the big
changes that have been made to the City Link
contract well after the date to get the minister off the
hook have yet again cost thousands upon thousands
of dollars in additional legal fees to pay for the
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advisers and lawyers who have acted on behalf of
the government and the Melbourne City Unk
Authority.

In his speech the Treasurer praises and places great
emphasis on the involvement of private finance in
the funding of public infrastructure. But as members
of the opposition dig deeper into the morass that is
the Melbourne City Unk contract we see that at each
and every turn there have been bungles by the
responsible minister and successive attempts to
protect him and hide the fact that what he told
Parliament was a lie.
The revenue streams which the government says are
crucial and justified and which involve a
government contribution of some $300 million will
evaporate over the life of the project because the
government is seeking to allow the payment of those
concession fees to be made by a series of paper
IOUs, to be redeemed at a later date.
One remaining issue needs to be addressed. How
will those IOUs be recorded in the government's
accounts? We know the government fears the
Auditor-General's investigation into the existing
City Unk contract. The Auditor-General has advised
Parliament that he is carrying out a thorough and
detailed investigation of the contract. This is another
area we would ask the Auditor-General to
investigate. How will the government record its
balance sheets and those biannual payments of some
$96 million? The real value of the concession fees
will be next to nothing by the time the IOUs are
converted some time in the future. They cannot be
put through the books at full value because, even on
the most optimistic projections, by the time they are
converted in 2013 they will be worth substantially
less than that.
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criticism we have heard from the Labor Party about
City Link one would not know that.
My previous contributions on aspects of City Link
are on record, but in all his contributions the
honourable member for Thomastown has never
come out and said how he would do it. He has
criticised, carped and whinged, yet there is no doubt
that the Labor Party was going to introduce tolls - I
remember reading it in press releases. The
opposition does not support anything; it is against
everything the government does. When you are
trying to solve the problem of connecting major
freeways in the required manner it has no answers.
One needs to remember that part of our problem
came about because for the majority of its time in
office the Labor Party was led by John Cain, who
was anti-freeways. To avoid building freeways he
called arterials roads and required that traffic lights
be installed along them. He even used to go out to
Melbourne Airport by means other than the
Tullamarine Freeway because he disliked freeways
so much! He was against freeways, period.
I believe freeways have a place, just like public
transport and any other means of transport, but if
you do not link the road network properly you will
have a problem. The honourable member for
Thomastown needs to recognise that, had his
government still been in power, it would have
botched the linking of the road network, just as it
botched the sale of the State Bank, Pyramid and the

VEDC.
In three years Victoria will have the City Link, and

By the end of the project they will be worth next to
nothing. We call on the Auditor-General to
thoroughly investigate this matter, as well as all the
other aspects of the City Link project.

the people who want to use it will have to pay for it.
Because as motorists we pay taxes it is relevant to
ask why federal government funding has not been
available. Apparently the former federal
government was very supportive of this project until
it was asked to put its hand in its pocket, and to that
end I shall refer to some statistics about our road
taxes.

Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I wish to speak
particularly about the human services area, but as I
follow the honourable member for Thomastown it
needs to be placed on the record yet again that, as
the Premier said during question time, the idea of
tolls was taken up by the former government,
including by Mr White, a former minister, and
Mrs Kimer, the former Premier. They were happy to
have toll roads if they could be built; they thought
they were a wonderful idea. But with all the

More than 50 per cent of what you pay for petrol at
the bowser goes to the federal government. The
federal Labor government received $10 billion in
1994-95 from taxes on motorists when in 1982 only
$1.4 billion was collected. Only 8 per cent of that
money - that is, $820 million - was handed back
in road funding. At the end of its life the Keating
government was collecting $10 billion, and only
8 per cent of that money, which is roughly
$820 million, was going back into road funding.
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Mrs Kirner, the former Premier and honourable
member for Williamstown, did such a great deal
with her good mate Paul Keating that we cannot
fund arterial roads from the national highway
program! She signed an arrangement in 1992
prohibiting the government of this state being
involved in the construction of bypass roads. I can
give a good example of what that has meant in my
neck of the woods. The honourable member for
Williamstown has been down to the area I am
talking about - that is, Westall Road. During the
election campaign the Labor Party was too chicken
to bring the honourable member for Thomastown to
the area because his credibility was not great, so the
member for Williamstown came down as the acting
shadow transport minister.
Westall Road consists of two major roadways, two
or three vehicles wide on either side, and a bypass
has been constructed at both ends by the federal
government. One bypass connects to Dandenong
Road and the section the state government was
responsible for was a single-lane road. It is still like
that today. It is interesting that, despite all the
mucking around of the opposition in the election
campaign in blaming the current government, it was
not until 30 June of the last financial year that the
current government completed the plans to expand
that roadway, which should have been corrected by
the previous Labor government. When in
government the opposition supported expanding
two ends of the major roadway and leaving the
narrow old roadway in the centre.
Other examples are all too numerous. The
honourable member for Thomastown in particular
and the shadow Treasurer, the honourable member
for Williamstown, should remember that it was their
administration that really mucked this up and it is
this government that has been cleaning it up.
Opposition members have not suggested an
alternative way of building a project like the City
Link when there is no money to do it. Didn't they
think it was odd that, when he was Prime Minister,
Mr Keating was prepared to build a nice big freeway
to Sydney because it went past his office but then
decided it did not look so good so then spent
$300 million pulling it down? Didn't they think it
was odd that when Melbourne needed money for
the City Link Mr Keating said, 'No, it is not a good
enough project. Forget about Melbourne and look
after Sydney'. That went on through the reign of the
former Prime Minister whether the matter was road
funding, the arts or anything else.
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If the state is not working as he thinks it should, the
honourable member for Thomastown should spend
some time coming up with positive ways of
improving it. He should put his money where his
mouth is instead of carping and whingeing. Does he
disassociate himself from the proposal of David
White, Mrs Kirner and Mr Keating? He does not
want to remember the press releases put out by
Mrs Kirner saying the then Labor government
believed in road tolls. They all have amnesia over
there. No wonder they need Medicare!

I shall talk about a couple of areas relating to my
electorate, and one matter I am quite concerned
about is a report entitled Swimming Through

Quicksand. A report on the impact of recent changes in
the lives of the City of Kingston residents. The report
was set up by a group run by Jean McCaughey and
Mr Ben Bodna. Mr Bodna's executive officer is none
other than a lady by the name of Lisa Neville. Does
that name ring a bell to any members of the
opposition?
Mr Hulls - Yes, she's very talented!
Mr LEIGH - Yes, thank you. When they were
setting up the project to investigate the effects of a
range of matters in the City of Kingston such as
education, health, and local government changes,
they produced that little report. It is quite well put
together so far as political content in reports go, and
I believe Lisa Neville may have worked for the
opposition at one point. The honourable member for
Williamstown is indicating by interjection that she
did.

When she was leaving the DingIey area after one of
the meetings connected with this publication I saw
her car, and the back of it was covered with Labor
stickers, so I guessed she might have been 'one of
theirs'. So she works for the honourable member for
Niddrie, does she? Good. Thank you. I should go
into a bit more depth about the report, which was
brought out in the middle of the election campaign.
It attacks all the things happening in the City of
Kingston, but before I go into the details, one needs
to ask who chaired the project. It is interesting to
note that the chairman of the Kingston People
Together Project, February 1996, was a gentleman by
the name of Stephen Hardy. Who is Mr Stephen
Hardy? The honourable member for Niddrie says he
doesn't know. Perhaps I can help him.
I have a copy of the Labor Star, which unfortunately
is now banned from this place because we have
given it too much coverage! This issue has the
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preselection results for the seat of MordialIoc. Apart
from Mrs Robyn McLeod, who got 28 votes, or 59.5
per cent of the vote, and Mr Peter Summers who got
two votes or 42 per cent of the vote - and
discounting Peter Spyker who withdrew from
nominating but who got a good job working for
Simon Crean even though the Labor Party doesn't
have jobs for the boys - the person who got 17
votes, or 36 per cent of the vote, was none other than
Mr Stephen Hardy, the chairman of this little group!
Of course during the election campaign lovely
material was put out headed 'Robyn McLeod listens
to us' and 'Robyn McLeod gets the job done'.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr LEIGH - I collect Labor material like you
wouldn't believe. The pamphlet quotes Steve Hardy,
resident and local community worker. He was in the
last pamphlet supporting the Labor Party, which
was put out in the last week of the campaign.
Here we have an incredibly unbiased political
document - with their connections! So we have the
executive officer for the whole body, a former staffer
to the Labor Party, and the Cl1.airman of the KPrP,
none other than a Labor Party would-be candidate.
But the sad thing about this is not that they produce
things like this but that they do not tell people who
they are and where they come from.
After going through this report today I request from
the Minister for Youth and Community Services an
investigation of Oz Cl1.ild. Oz Cl1.ild, which last year
received a grant of $214 107 - I announced the
grant - as well as another grant of, I believe, about
$70 000, as members may be aware, does a
considerable amount of work in the community for
disadvantaged young people, and I understand that.
But I have to say that I was very disturbed to read
on the back of such a highly political document as
this, which I will go into in detail:

355

casualty facilities were now only available at
Sandringham or Monash itself.

Well that is true - but who did it? It was not this
government; it was the last Labor government. But
there is no mention of that.

If we go through the report we will come to a section
which talks about education and what happened
with education funding in the MordialIoc electorate,
in particular, and in others. I must say that under
this government between the last election and
December 1993 the MordialIoc electorate received in
excess of $4.5 million to refurbish schools that had
been left to rot by the Labor Party. But here is what
the report says on page 62, under the heading 'What
the Papers said':
On Wednesday November 15 1995, an article was
published in the Herald Sun on the apparent politicising
of grants for major works made to schools within the
boundaries of the City of Kingston. The article claimed
that Liberal politicians were 'pork barrelling', with
schools in Liberal held seats granted more money than
those in neighbouring labor seats.
The school council president of a particular local
primary school claimed there was political
discrimination ... The state government had refused to
release its major works priority list -

and so it goes on. What it never reported was the
rest of the story in that article, which showed that
Mr Sandon, the now left member for Carrum - An Honourable Member - He has not left!
Mr LEIGH - Well he ain't here - I can tell you
that! He got $1.5 million worth of funding for his
secondary college, but I got a total of something like
just under $700 000. That is real pork barrelling!

An honourable member interjected.
The cost of printing this report was kindly donated by:
Oz Child Oilldren Australia Inc.

When people donate to community organisations,
they do so in the belief that the money will be spent
on those who are disadvantaged.
To demonstrate some of the antics of this report I
refer to page 35 under the heading, 'Oosure of
casualty':
The closure of casualty at Moorabbin Hospital when it
merged with Monash Medical Centre meant the

Mr LEIGH - Thank you. The honourable
member for Niddrie said that he is a good lobbyist;
he was such a good lobbyist that he lobbied himself
out of this place - pretty clever!
The report shows that they did not make any
comment about that. On at least two occasions
during the course of the study I rang them and
asked them to at least come to see me. In fact, I am
the only politician they quoted in the
document - presumably I am the only one they
ever bothered to talk to. They also conducted a
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survey and sent it out to the groups that they knew,
which all reported back the sorts of things they
wanted. If you want to select who your survey
groups are, and do not do it properly - and I am
aware of how to do these sorts of things, simply on
the basis that I chaired the Community
Development Committee, which conducted a major
study on children's services with quantum - you
have to be very careful about how you come to your
solutions.
The fact is that this was just done to their friends.
When they came to interview me - which I found
somewhat outrageous - they, in fairness, quoted
me correctly in the document, as one would expect.
But they added bits after talking to me. Page 105 of
the document reports that we were talking about
disabled children in schools, and says:
He said-

meaning medisabled children had never had adequate resources in
mainstream schools, but that there were always
limitations on resources.

Now that happened under this government and
under the former government. Then it adds, in
brackets:
(This is cold comfort to those parents whose children
now do not receive the services they need.)

The report goes on to say:
He criticised state school teachers who sent their own
children to private schools, saying this was a poor
advertisement for the system.

Then it adds, again in brackets:

at could also be viewed as an honest appraisal of the
system by insiders).
The report goes on:
He believed that the Learning Assessment Program
(LAP) was necessary since there was no longer an
inspection system to measure professional competence.
He said it was unacceptable for children to slip through
the system without acquiring basic skills and claimed
that the LAP put the accountability back on teachers.
Hence, in his view, they were resisting it

And then, in brackets:
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(He did not make the link between the removal of
school support services and the increase in class sizes,
with the increasing likelihood of children who had
learning or behavioural difficulties underachieving.)

The fact is that when you interview a person you
interview him or her - and you do not add bits and
pieces to the back of the report of the interview.
What they did in this instance was to play politics. I
do not mind Mr Stephen Hardy, a member of the
ALP, playing politics; that is his role in life. But
when you claim to set up independent reports like
this and claim that you know what is going on in the
City of Kingston and you ask your friends and
supporters, 'Do you like what is going on in the Oty
of Kingston?', they will, of course, tell you no.
Mr Bracks - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, I seek some clarification on the
assassination job the honourable member for
Mordialloc is doing on a report which is not a report
of this Parliament or of the government and how
that relates to the Appropriation (Interim 1996-97)
Bill, on which the debate before the Chair is about. I
should like to know how his singling out of some of
the characters that he wishes to demean in the house
relates to the Appropriation (Interim 1996-97) Bill,
and whether or not that should be by way of a
substantive motion, rather than in the manner in
which he is doing it.

Mr LEIGH - I would be happy to explain,
Mr Acting Speaker. You will note that page 15 of the
bill refers to appropriation. Each year the state
government makes money available to various
organisations. I am saying to the minister that I do
not want funding of this organisation until an audit
takes place. It got money last financial year. It will
presumably be included in the accounts for this year,
and I believe I am perfectly within my rights to raise
an issue which relates to the economic statement.
The ACIlNG SPEAKER (Mr Cole) - Order!
With respect to the point of order, the honourable
member for Mordialloc did say, prior to raising the
matters within the substance of the report, that he
was going to make a submission to the relevant
minister regarding Oz Child; the reference is
therefore to Oz Child, and that was within the
appropriation debate. So there is no point of order.
Mr LEIGH - Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.
Other organisations in my community, like the
Gordon Homes for Boys and Girls, receive funds
from the state government. I have to say, that is a
great organisation that does a lot of good work in
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helping young people in our community. It also
does not participate in putting reports like this
together. It does its job. I guess what I am simply
saying to the government and to the minister is - An honourable member interjected.

Mr LEIGH - I do not really care; I am an
Essendon supporter, so who the hell cares from my
perspective? I know this goes on under all
governments when they do their accounts and audit
organisations and provide funds to them, but we
supposedly have the ability and the flexibility to
check on what they are doing with the funds. It is
alarming that an organisation like Oz Child can be
participating in a document like this that is nothing
other than an attack from the Labor Party's
perspective on many of the things that happen. I also
say - and let me be quite clear about it - that I
know some of the people on this committee quite
well and I have great personal respect for them.
Individually and collectively in our community they
do very good work. So I am not having a go at those
individuals. I do not intend to name them or say
more on the matter except to say that when
Mr Hardy participates in an attack on the
government and a local council he has a
responsibility to inform people about his real motive.
The same applies to Oz Child. In future Oz Child
should declare that it provides funding for reports
like Swimming Through Quicksand. I believe this is
one of seven reports to be produced on
municipalities around Victoria. Will Oz Child fund
the others too? Where will the money come from? I
would like an assurance from the Minister for Youth
and Community Services that not 1 cent of state
government money was used to assist in the
production of the report. I want Oz Child to declare
it will no longer do these sorts of things.
Oz Child does good work, but the report is highly
political and is aimed at destroying the new Oty of
Kingston. Although I am prepared to admit it was
probably a coincidence that the report was released
about the time the last election was called, it was
obviously designed to come out before the election
and to damage the government and coalition
members of Parliament.
Some criticisms in the report of telephone services
and other matters at Kingston are not unfair. I
normally ring the city's general phone number to
stay in touch with how the telephone system
functions because ordinary citizens will have little
chance of getting through if I cannot get through.
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There have been occasions on which the system has
not lived up to an appropriate standard and on
those occasions I have complained to the
commissioners about the matter. I have also
complained to the commissioners about other
matters.
The report mentions problems with Meals on
Wheels. However, under the system in place in the
former Oty of Chelsea only hot meals were
provided. Many elderly people keep part of their
meal to reheat later rather than eating the entire
meal at one sitting - they like to eat their meal piece
by piece. That is not good from a health perspective
and the Oty of Kingston has given its clients the
opportunity of receiving a chilled meal that they can
eat when they wish.
The Oty of Kingston had the responsibility of
accepting the best tender for the provision of the
Meals on Wheels service. Spotless won the contract.
Spotless does a lot of work around Melbourne,
including providing catering services at the MCG,
and is presumably capable of delivering meals to
elderly people. The Kingston Centre was not able to
come up with the best tender and the Oty of
Kingston commissioners would have been criticised
for not saving the ratepayers $70 000 if they had
accepted that tender.
On one occasion I did a spot check on Spotless. The
company had no notice that I was going to visit a
gentleman in Oakleigh South who had received one
of its meals. The charming old gentleman was
surprised to find that he had real orange juice
instead of the watery drink he was used to receiving.
He thought his meal was good. I would have
preferred an even better meal but I was concerned to
know how he felt about the situation. What was
important was that he got a better quality meal, yet
this report criticises the service. Much of the
information in the report is out of date.

I reiterate what I said earlier about funding. I
suggest the minister should find out whether any
state funds were used to produce this report. If Oz
Child had produced 5000 copies of the report at
around $20 to $30 a copy it would amount to an
awful lot of money for that type of organisation to
spend. I will bet at least 1000 copies were produced
at approximately $30 a copy. That is a lot of money,
and it could have been better spent looking after
people who need the assistance of organisations
such as Oz Child.
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Does Oz Child tell people who donate to it that it is
involved in this sort of activity? If Oz Child is to
retain any credibility in this matter it should
commission an independent audit to ensure that this
report was not paid for with donated funds. That
raises the question of how Oz Child, if it gets its
funding from donations, was able to fund the
production. Did it use money donated to it for the
purpose of assisting people?
I am disturbed by some aspects of the report because
I think those in the Kingston People Together Project
have played politics. The Labor Party is very good at
getting into community groups while pretending
those groups are independent. The Leader of the
Opposition has probably never heard of Lisa
Neville! He smiles because he knows who she is. The
Labor Party leaves the Liberals for dead in getting
into community organisations and taking them over.
Mr Brumby -- You are in the wrong industry.
Get into comedy!
Mr LEIGH - After watching the performance of
the Leader of the Opposition in question time today
I do not know how he can talk about me getting into
comedy. The Leader of the Opposition is not known
on the government side as Mr 4 Per Cent for nothing
- that is what we think he is worth to our
re-election chances. If the Leader of the Opposition
needs help at a caucus meeting to retain his position
innumerable government members will offer to help
him. While the Leader of the Opposition retains his
position we are assured of winning. We are not
worried about the Leader of the Opposition's
answers.
Mr Brumby - Questions!
Mr LEIGH - We are not worried about his
questions either. I think the honourable member for
Sunshine and other oppOsition members are worried
about the Leader of the Opposition. The Labor Party
runs the Kingston People Together Project in one
form or another. Obviously not everyone involved
with it is associated with the Labor Party and many
are involved for the right reasons, but this report is
based on less than 10 per cent of the at least 500
survey forms distributed. If someone is going to do a
survey on what residents and ratepayers of the Oty
of Kingston think of the council the proper questions
should be asked. The organisation obviously had
money because it was sponsored by Oz Child and
had the opportunity of getting funds from other
organisations.
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lbis is the first of seven reports the organisation
intends to publish and interested people in other
municipalities should make a strong effort to contact
the organisation and ensure it sticks to the facts. The
way this first report has been handled is a pity,
although some points are fair. I call on the Minister
for Youth and Community Services to ask Oz Child
to provide a proper statement of audited accounts to
ensure that no state funds were used in producing
this publication.
lbis is a political document which is designed to
damage the government and the Oty of Kingston. I
do not have a problem with its doing that, but I am
sure many people who pay money to Oz Child will
be alarmed to think that their money will be used to
sponsor something like this.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I rise
to comment on the Appropriation (Interim
1996/1997) Bill and also, as is the custom in these
debates, to make more general comments about the
nature of the Autumn Economic Statement May 1996
released by the Treasurer on 15 May.

I begin my comments today by focusing on today's
release by the Auditor-General of his audit into the
Community Support Fund. The report tabled in
Parliament today headed The Community Support
Fund - A significant community asset is in every
sense of the word a scathing indictment of this
government's management of what is now a large
fund indeed.
The report makes it dear that some $161 million has
come into the fund over the past two and a half
years; that only $64 million of it has been spent and
that much of it has been approved. The
Auditor-General says that this fund has become
politicised and he raises serious questions about the
way in which projects have been approved by the
Premier without proper process through the cabinet
system.
As I have said, in every sense of the word the
Auditor-General's report is scathing. It is a damning
indictment of the way the government has managed
the gaming industry and the way it has put funds
into the Community Support Fund and then
allocated them to projects which, to subtitle the
Auditor-General's report, were funded by the
Premier as part of a political slush fund that he ran
through the Community Support Fund. That is what
the Auditor-General says in the report. I will quote
from it in a moment.
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There is extraordinary growth in the gaming
industry with money coming into the Comnumity
Support Fund at the rate of $12 million a week, and
the Auditor-General finds that money has been
allocated and approved by the Premier for his pet
projects without the proper processes and approval
of the cabinet - in other words, a political slush
fund operated by the Premier.
Let me come to that part of the report. Firstly, it
shows, as I have said, that the fund has become the
Premier's political slush fund. There has been
limited community involvement in priority setting
and in expenditure of the fund. The Auditor-General
points out that this ignores the intention of the act
and the community is in a prime position in relation
to the fund. At page 27 the report says this:
.,. it is also important that all funding proposals
concerning projects or programs to be financed from
the fund are discussed and decided upon in a
consistent manner through one official decision-making
framework. In this regard, information documented in
files maintained by the Community Support Fund Unit
showed that, for some projects, the Premier had
initially committed the government to provide financial
assistance to external parties, without specification of
the source of funding, and the cabinet committee
subsequently recommended provision of funding for
the projects from the Community Support Fund.

It does not come any plainer than that. In plain
English: it is a political slush fund operated by the
Premier for the benefit of projects which the Premier
wanted to see funded to those groups across the
electorate that he believed warranted his political
patronage.

The report goes on to say that in many cases the
funds have not been directed to areas of genuine
community need. In other words, the Premier has
used the fund to give money to the people he knows
and to the people he owes. That is what the report is
saying: the Premier has used it to fund his personal
whims and on many occasions he has done so in
secret. For example, he approved $1.5 million for the
oneAustralia syndicate. It sank - very much as the
Premier did in question time today! Then there was
the Sky Show Down-Under at the Rialto Theatrette
and the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre
project - $56.6 million. The opposition believes that
project is important but it should not be funded
from the Community Support Fund; it is too large. It
should be funded as a single line item in the capital
works budget and that would release something like

359

$56 million for all of the sport and recreation groups
across the community that need support.
I know from your keen interest in sport in your
electorate, Mr Acting Speaker, that there are dozens
of football, netball, soccer and hockey clubs that
need government support to ensure that young
people have the opportunity to play sport, but if you
put $56.6 million into a single fund for the
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre, it takes up 92
per cent of all the available funds. We do not criticise
the construction of the centre, but let's get our
priorities right and fund it out of capital works, as a
separate budget line item. Let's make that $56
million available across the community so that
young people are afforded the opportunity to
participate in sport - netball, soccer and football
and so on .
I say to honourable members opposite: here is a
report that says $56 million of funding should not
have been spent on a single large item; that money
should have been made available more generally. I
know all honourable members on this side respond
diligently and assiduously and represent their
electorates, but here is money that should be made
available to young people. The shadow minister for
youth affairs, the member for Altona, is in the
chamber today. She understands the importance of
providing these opportunities to young Victorians. I
point out that one of the key conclusions in the
Penington report, which the house will debate on
Friday, is that it is youth unemployment and social
alienation that drive people to drug abUse. I put it to
the house that if the government wants to address
that problem, one of the things it should do is to
start funding one of these wide-ranging programs
across the community, not the way the Premier has
done it, not with large single items, but by giving
every child across the state the opportunity to
participate in sport and use sporting facilities.
The report says there has been no accountability,
that the Premier has made funding promises
without any due process and has dipped into the
Community Support Fund to pay for the promises,
locking other ministers out of the process.
It has become the Premier's personal piggy bank
that he can draw on whenever he likes to fund and
satisfy a pet need in the electorate. At page 4 of the
report it suggests that the Premier has disregarded
the true intent of the fund. The report implies that
broad legislative definitions have been abused by
the government and that the Premier should not use
the funds for personal priorities without addressing
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genuine commwtity needs. No official
decision-making processes have been made and the
merit of future decisions and processes is questioned.
The report states that the casino and clubs should
contribute to the fund. According to the
Auditor-General the social impact of gaming is
caused by the casino and clubs, not just by hotels.
Yet at the moment it is only hotels that pay a
contribution to the Commwtity Support Fund, so the
Auditor-General says that the fund is intended to
address the broad social ramifications of gambling
and accordingly it would be logical and ethical for
the casino and clubs to contribute. The
Auditor-General goes on to say that the government
has avoided the responsibility to research the social
impact of gaming.
Mr Acting Speaker, the Community Support Fund
legislation specifies that research on the effects of
gaming should be given top priority. What has
occurred, according to the Auditor-General, is
inconsistent with the legislative meaning and
emphasiS. There has been a lack of funds and
meaningful research, and under the legislation a
strong priority is placed on research to address the
social ramifications of gambling.

I will concentrate on that particular matter. Table D
on page 33 of the report shows all the moneys that
have been spent on research into gaming in this
state. Although $160 million has gone into the
Community Support Fund, just $360 000 has been
spent on research on the effects of gambling. Of that
$240 000 was spent on the Schilling review of
electronic gaming machines, which did no research
at all into how gaming was affecting ordinary
Victorians. The research has been wrongly applied.
Only $360 000 of the $160 million that has gone into
the fund over that time has been spent on research.
All honourable members know simply from looking
at the needs of problem gamblers in their electorates
that more research is needed. The opposition wants
to know how the government intends to inform
itself before deciding on the correct number of
gaming machines?
The Premier has given a commitment that the
number is 27000. The opposition believe the freeze
ought to stay in place for the term of this
government. The opposition wants proper research
undertaken into the social and economic impacts of
gaming in this state. It is ludicrous for the
government to say that it is now up to councils
across Victoria to undertake their own research into
what is occurring across the community when
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clearly it is a matter that ought to be supported by
the Community Support Fund.
The Auditor-General makes further criticisms of the
government's policy. He says the Casino and
Gaming Authority should not be responsible for
research. He argues that that responsibility should
be transferred to an area of government that is
independent of the regulatory and statutory
functions of the authority. Genuine research into the
impact of gambling is needed, including research
into the impact of gambling on families, businesses
and the ethnic community, because we need to find
the best way to tackle the problem.
The Auditor-General concludes by saying that he
finds the fund has been underspent and
mismanaged. From July 1992 to February 1996
between $140 million and $160 million went into the
fund but only $64 million was distributed. On
page 67 of the report the Auditor-General says the
state must have a:
... structured performance monitoring and
measurement framework ... which enables periodic
appraisal of overall performance against targeted
outputs and outcomes.

Finally, the Auditor-General says there have been
serious failings in the management of the funds
provided for youth homelessness. Of course, that
refers to the government's failed Street Kids policy.
All honourable members are aware of the
extraordinary need in our community for programs
to help street kids and to deal with youth
homelessness. Yet if you look at the comments in the
Auditor-General's report and the funding that has
been made available from the Community Support
Fund for those projects, very little has been done.
I mention the Penington report of the Drugs
Advisory Council, which Parliament will discuss on
Friday. If you talk about the Penington report you
have to talk about the things Professor Penington
refers to throughout the report - social alienation
and youth homelessness and how they lead young
people to drug abuse. When you look at the report
on the Community Support Fund you think of the
$56 million that has been spent on a sports centre
project that should have been funded under the
capital works program; you think of the $1.5 million
that was spent on a yacht that sank; and you think
about a whole lot of interest-free loans that have
been negotiated for commercial organisations.
Where can the street kids get their money from? The
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Community Support Fund is one option, one that
this government is not taking up.
We discuss many of the reports presented to
Parliament by the Auditor-General. But it is rare to
receive a report from the Auditor-General that raises
serious questions about the way the Community
Support Fund is run. Most of what the
Auditor-General says in his report confirms what
opposition members have been saying for months.
We have argued that it has become a personal and
political slush fund of the Premier; that it is not
being used to meet the needs defined in the
legislation; that it is not being used to address
problem gambling; and that it is not being used to
meet the needs of the street kids, whom the fund
was in part set up to assist.
We want to see substantial and significant changes.
We want the fund to operate in the way it was
originally intended to operate - for the benefit of all
Victorians, not just a select few.
I want to particularly examine the government's
policies for country Victoria. The recent election
showed the extent of country Victoria's widespread
and perhaps unprecedented disenchantment with
the government. Honourable members should look
at some of the swings that occurred. I do not have all
the figures written down, but I know that in Mildura
the swing was of such significance that the
government member lost his seat. In the seat of
Swan Hill the swing was in the order of 12 to 15 per
cent. The seat of Gippsland East produced another
double-figure swing. In the seat of Seymour, which
concerns the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, there was a significant swing of 8 or
9 per cent; and in Warmambool, I believe the swing
was 12.5 per cent. Right across country Victoria
there were very significant swings against the
National Party and the Liberal Party. We have a new
member for Bendigo West. We got rid of the old
member, but it did not take the government long to
give him and the other coalition members who lost
their seats replacement jobs.
The new Labor member for Bendigo West was
elected as a result of the large swing against the
government. Why did swings such as those occur?
They occurred because country Victoria is
disenchanted; it feels it has been let down. Country
people have been forgotten by the National Party,
and government policies have had pernicious effects
on their interests. For every school that has been
closed in metropolitan Melbourne, four have been
closed in country Victoria. Rail lines have been
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closed: wherever you go throughout the state you
see another rail line that has been closed down by
the government. The Vinelander was closed despite
the government making a specific promise to keep it
running.
Country people have been affected by the council
mergers and the associated loss of jobs, the end of
uniform electricity tariffs and the privatisation of
water management and supply. All those changes
have led to a loss of jobs in country Victoria and a
loss of opportunities for hardworking members of
the community. I would have thought that in those
circumstances the economic statement the Treasurer
has presented would have given some support to
country Victorians. Has it addressed the problems in
education? Has it addressed the problems in country
health? Has it addressed the loss of country jobs?
Has it addressed loss of opportunities for young
people in country Victoria?
Opposition Members - No!
Mr BRUMBY - They are the facts of the matter.
All the things that should have been addressed have
been overlooked. The biggest problem facing
country Victoria is the loss of jobs. If you look at the
March 1996 unemployment figures, you will see that
the unemployment rate in Gippsland is 10.5 per
cent. Figures released today show that, as a result of
the policies of the previous federal government, we
have a very strong rate of economic growth of
4.8 per cent. Yet the Victorian unemployment rate is
10.4 per cent. Why is unemployment in Victoria so
high? Given that it is so high, you would have
thought the government would have tackled the
problem in its economic statement.

The most disappointing aspect of the May statement
is its failure to tackle the jobs issue. The government
has promised to create 150 000 over the next three
and a half years, but it is not very ambitious to set
the high-jump bar down there - and even after
setting it at that level, the government will not
achieve its target. The Treasurer has been very coy
about whether he can achieve the very modest target
of creating 150 000 jobs.
Even if the government got remotely close to
achieving that target, it would still not bring down
the rate of unemployment in country Victoria. I have
referred to the threat state government policies pose
for country Victoria. But more profoundly, country
Victoria is under threat from the policies of the new
federal government, and that is highlighted in
newspaper reports on program cuts.
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Devastation is being wreaked on country Victoria. I
will explain what I mean, because I would not use
that word if it were not justified. Earlier today I
referred to the impact on the community of cuts to
higher education, and I now go to that issue. In the
Australian of 16 May the day on which Senator
Vanstone, the federal Minister for Employment,
Education, Training and Youth Affairs, met with the
vice-chancellors, she was reported as talking about a
12 per cent cut in university funding. Michael
Osbome of La Trobe University, is quoted in the
Australian as saying:
This is the worse moment that higher education has
ever faced ... this is going to lead to turmoil, worry,
stress and hell for just about everybody.

Geoff Wilson, Vice-Chancellor of Deakin University,
is quoted as saying:
There is an air of disbelief around the university today,
that this sort of thing could happen and undo all the
hard work of the past.

The press clippings continue in the same vein. A
spokesperson for the University of Ballarat is quoted
as saying that the university was anticipating
massive cuts and he alerted the rest of Victoria to the
damaging consequences of the threatened funding
cuts.
Whether you are in Geelong at Deakin University, in
Ballarat at Ballarat university, in Bendigo at a
campus of La Trobe University, or in Gippsland at a
campus of Monash University, you realise that one
of the great strengths of country Victoria is its higher
education system. That system could not take cuts of
12 per cent; it could not take cuts of 6 per cent.
Despite that, when I opened the pages of today's
newspapers I was staggered to read that the
Victorian Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training is proposing as compromise that students
pay an extra $1000 a year each in fees. I can just see
students in country Victoria pulling out their cheque
books and simply writing cheques for $1000! He is
talking about real cuts of 5 per cent. Image what that
would do to students at Deakin University in
Geelong, Ballarat University in Ballarat and
La Trobe University in Bendigo!

a

The cuts will destroy those universities, destroy
student growth and deny young people access to
higher education. I say to the government that this
side of the house will support it 100 per cent if it
stands up to the federal government to protect the
interests of Victorian country universities. We will
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support the government 100 per cent if it stands up
to Senator Vanstone and says that Victorian
universities are our strength and that it does not
want Victorian students going back to the bad old
days when, under Sir Robert Menzies, they had to
pay all their fees up front just to get a higher
education spot. The opposition is prepared to give
the government that support, but it wants to see the
government display some backbone. The opposition
wants the government to stand up to Canberra and
protect the interests of country Victorians. The
opposition wants the government to say that it does
not want those universities to shut their doors to
students across country and provincial Victoria.
The Howard government cuts will affect not only
education but also the Working Nation program, a
program which was introduced by the former
federal Labor government and which was run by
Mr Crean, the former employment, education and
training minister. The program has been an
outstanding success in providing job opportunities
for young unemployed Victorians. Since Working
Nation commenced in July 1994 -less than two
years ago - more than $154 million has been
allocated to country Victoria. What will happen to
that money now? What is already happening to it?
The Commonwealth Employment Service is being
told to freeze all approvals under that program.
Tens of thousands of dollars will be taken away
from young people in country Victoria in particular.
Again I say to the Kennett government: if you are
prepared to stand up to the Howard government to
protect the interests of young Victorians, the
opposition will give you all the support you require.
I refer to other cuts that are being made in country
Victoria. Regional tax offices are being closed.
Extraordinarily, only a month after the federal
election the new federal government has closed
15 out of the 17 country tax offices. Can you believe
that! They include tax offices in Ballarat and
Bendigo - indeed, right across country Victoria and
country Australia. The two that have been left open
are in Alice Springs and Darwin. I wonder whose
seats those offices are in? The offices at Bendigo,
Ballarat, Horsham and Warmambool will close by
the end of the financial year, and the jobs and
services that are now available to country Victorians
will be lost.

The Family Law Court in Bendigo, in which the
federal Labor government invested in the 1980s so
that country Victorians would not have to travel to
Melbourne to get access to the court, will soon close.

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1996/97) BILL

Wednesday, 29 May 1996

ASSEMBLY

That cowt handles 30 cases a day, and its closure
will mean that country people will have to go to
Melbourne or Sydney to have their cases heard. I
also understand the federal government is
considering closing the customs offices in Geelong,
Mildura and Albury-Wodonga.
I will focus on the major port of Geelong, which is
important to the economy of regional Victoria. The
contemplated closure of the customs office in
Geelong will have a devastating impact on jobs and
local economic development and cannot be justified.
The most horrific thing about the cuts is that they
will have occurred within two or three months of the
election of the Howard government. They include
massive cuts to higher education, resulting in lost
education and training opportunities; massive
closures of tax offices; massive cuts to Working
Nation; massive cuts to the law network; and now,
the contemplation of massive cuts to customs.
It is not good enough! Country Victorians have been
pretty hard done by over the past three and a half
years of the Kennett government, which was
reflected in the vote on 30 March. Given the increase
in unemployment, the concerns about the federal
government's lack of a wages policy, the threat of an
increase in interest rates, the problems facing the
wool industry and all the other difficulties facing
country Victoria, it is inconceivable to imagine a
government contemplating huge and unjustifiable
cuts to higher education, job programs, tax offices,
legal services and customs.

In conclusion, I draw members' attention to the
gross domestic product figures that have been
released today. Based on the latest quarterly growth
figures, the annual growth rate is 4.8 per cent - a
huge increase in economic activity across Australia.
Who can we thank for that? We can thank the
previous federal Labor government and the
previous Prime Minister, Paul Keating, for leaving
the economy in top shape. I say to those in Canberra
who are claiming they have to make spending cuts
worth $8 billion: 'What rubbish!'. An annual growth
rate of 4.8 per cent will drive significant increases in
revenue and repair any budget hole. The
justification for the so-called budget black hole has
been blown away by the release of the GDP figures.
There is no excuse for the cutbacks. We will support
the state government 100 per cent if it has the
backbone, the courage, to stand up to the federal
government to protect services for country Victoria
and to ensure that all Victorians - including
country Victorians - are treated equally and have
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the same access to education and employment
opportunities.
Mr WELLS (Wantirna) -It gives me great
pleasure to join the debate on the Appropriation
(Interim 1996/97) Bill. I am not sure where the
Leader of the Opposition studied economics but his
claim that the former Prime Minister left this country
in good hands leaves me flabbergasted. The federal
coalition has been forced to find $8 billion in
recurrent savings. It is absolutely wrong for the
Leader of the Opposition to say that Paul Keating
left this country on a sound financial base.

When Paul Keating sold off government enterprises
such as Qantas he was selling capital items. He
placed the proceeds of such sales into the current
account and then used the money as part of
government funding for wages, rental and ongoing
expenditure. No business or government can do that
because in the next year that income stream will not
be available. The money should be used for the
retirement of debt so that there is a long-term saving.
I was amused to hear the Leader of the Opposition
refer to the great political backlash in country
Victoria. I point out to him that the Labor Party does
not hold one country seat in Victoria. It may hold a
number of provincial seats but that is all. Country
people still don't trust the Labor Party.
The Leader of the OppOSition commented on the
Community Support Fund. The interests of that
transparent organisation are split between sports,
arts and the community. The government made it
very clear from the outset that money from the
Community Support Fund, and particularly the
sports section, would be spent on the Melbourne
Sports and Aquatic Centre. I am not sure why the
opposition is now getting excited about the
$50 million being spent on the aquatic centre.
I am also amused that opposition members referred
to some of the smaller sporting projects around
country Victoria and metropolitan Melbourne.
Sporting groups such as netball and football clubs
can apply for funding through local government
authorities for certain works. The applications are
then prioritised by Sport and Recreation Victoria.
Some very good programs are available for sporting
groups.
The Start program provides for sporting groups to
apply for equipment that will increase the safety of
participants in their sport. A cricket club may apply
for funding for helmets and a football club may be
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interested in the padding for goal posts. It is a very
popular program.
The opposition also suggested that all the money in
the Community Support Fund had not been
distributed. In one respect I suggest that is
responsible management. You cannot give money to
every single organisation that asks for it. When an
application is successful and the money is available
the social welfare organisation and the government
enter into a contractual arrangement. If that were not
done it would be like the bad old days of the Labor
government when money that was given to some of
the social welfare organisations was chewed up and
wasted on administration and bureaucratic costs.
The proper awarding of a contract means the money
made available by the Community Support Fund is
spent on assisting disadvantaged people.
The honourable member for Williamstown, who
opened the batting for the opposition in the debate,
said the economic statement did not address his
perception of providing sufficient jobs in Victoria.
All he had to do was compare the position in
October 1992 with the current position under the
coalition government. When Labor was thrown out
of government in 1992 there were 1.939 million
people employed in the state. The latest statistics for
the March quarter reveal that today 2.061 million
people are employed. So the number of Victorians
employed has grown under this government. Of
course that is taking into consideration the
rightsizing of the public service.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr WELLS - For the benefit of the honourable
members for Springvale and Mill Park, rightsizing is
the correct term. It means that we have the right
number of people to do the right number of jobs.
That was not the case under Labor. It just crammed
all the people into the public service in an attempt to
disguise the true unemployment levels.
If one were to refer to the seasonally adjusted figures
one would find that when Labor left office in 1992
there were 1.932 million people employed and that
now there are 2.057 million people employed in
Victoria. So whichever way you look at it, we have
more employed people after the public service
rightsizing.
Mr Micallef - You are not being sacked; you are
being rightsized!
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Mr WELLS - It is a pity we cannot rightsize
some of the parliamentarians. When Labor left office
in 1992 the unemployment rate was 11 per cent and
the Australian average was 10.5 per cent, so our rate
was higher than the Australian average. Since then
unemployment has plummeted under the coalition
government and its policies. The unemployment rate
is now 8.9 per cent, which is the same level as the
Australia-wide rate. Obviously all governments
around the world have a lot more work to do to
assist the unemployed, but the fact remains that
when Labor left government in October 1992 there
were 239 000 people unemployed in Victoria. The
government has reduced that to 192000. Of course
that is still unacceptable, but at least the figures and
the underlying trend are on the decrease.

I believe the largest inhibitor of employment in
Victoria and Australia was the former federal Labor
government. The reason I say that is because it
relates to the clumsy, inflexible workplace
agreements, union intervention, unfair dismissals
and redundancy provisions in awards. The
honourable member for Williamstown said that the
statement would not create jobs in this state. The fact
is that with workplace arrangements the workers
and the managers sit down and work out an
agreement.
If the agreement is made in a non-union workplace,
when the matter goes to the federal Industrial
Relations Commission for ratification the unions say,
'We don't believe this is fair and it needs to be
looked at further'. What right does the union have to
intervene in an agreement that has already been
worked out by the managers and the workers? The
unions are treating the workers as morons. That is
just not fair!

When I go around my electorate and speak to
factory owners and managers I find that many are
choosing to work their existing staff for longer hours
rather than employ more people. However, that will
change under the new federal industrial relations
laws. In the meantime, by working their existing
work force for longer, staff receive more take-home
pay and if there is a downturn hours can be cut
back. That is different from being up for a large
number of redundancy packages after hiring extra
staff, experiencing a downturn in business after four
or five months and having to let staff go. Employers
prefer to work their existing staff for longer hours so
that the staff can earn overtime and the employers
can adjust the hours when circumstances make it
necessary.
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The honourable member for Thomastown spoke at
great length about the Oty Un!< project. I believe it
is the greatest infrastructure project this country has
seen. People do not realise how beneficial it will be. I
noted with great interest that the Premier was at the
Oty Un!< site to turn the first sod and get the project
under way.
An interesting question was asked during question

time. It has been thought for many years that east
and west should be linked. The linking of the West
Gate, Tullamarine and South Eastern freeways will
be phenomenal. It is unbelievable that people from
Knox and Wantima in the outer east will be able to
travel along the South Eastern Arterial through the
city and along the Tu1lamarine Freeway without
stopping.
The Oty Link project will also create 4000 jobs,
which will be of great benefit to many unemployed
people. Many people do not realise that Melbourne
transport costs will be decreased. When a truck
driver picks up a container from Melbourne
wharf - 60 per cent of containers are delivered to
the manufacturing belt in the
south-eastern suburbs - delivery costs will be
reduced because trucks worth $150 000 or $200 000
each will not be stuck in traffic. They will be able to
reach their destinations in the south-eastern suburbs
in 40 minutes rather than 1\2 hours. That will mean
savings on wages, fuel and the wear and tear on
vehicles. Because trucks will not sitting at traffic
lights or in the dreadful South Eastern Car Park
pumping diesel exhaust into the air there will be less
pollution.
I was fortunate to be elected in 1992 when the
coalition came to office, but the government faced a
debt of $70 billion which included $30 billion in
public sector debt, $17 billion in unfunded
superannuation liabilities, $2 billion in Workcover
debt and a number of other debts. When the liberal
government lost power in 1982 the total state debt
was $11 billion. It had taken the state 150 years to
rack up that debt, but in 10 years of government the
Labor Party was able to increase that to almost
$70 billion. It obviously went on a tremendous
spending spree, but it did not produce any results.

In 1982 Victoria was proud to have an AAA credit
rating. That rating meant we could attract the lowest
interest rates anywhere in the world compared with
countries or companies that did not have an AAA
rating. In the 10 years Labor was in government the
AAA credit rating plummeted four or five notches,
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which meant that interest costs increased
significantly.
There was a shortfall of $600 million in maintenance
backlogs for schools. Roads were not being built and
Melbourne's traffic was gridlocked. Cars were trying
to get into the city while other cars were trying to get
out. Union members were sitting at the cabinet table
and the Public Transport Corporation was being run
by the union movement.
The former Labor government sold its new trams,
trains and buses to Australian and overseas financial
institutions for $872 million. The Labor government
was so strapped for cash it sold our trains, trams and
buses and it went into a lease-back agreement the
total cost of which was $1.4 billion, almost twice the
cost of the purchase price of the equipment. Under
the previous arrangement the residual had to be
paid in 1996-97 but, because of ABS requirements,
that arrangement has been altered somewhat. The
Labor government was leasing our trams, trains and
buses from the Japanese, European and United
States financial institutions that owned them.
The Labor government held the seat of Wantima
from 1985 to 1992, which meant the electorate was in
a desert situation. The three main east-west roads Wellington Road, High Street Road and Boronia
Road - were not roads but goat tracks. Rowville
Secondary College was bursting at the seams and
nothing was being done about it. Primary schools in
the area were being run down and Wantima
Secondary College, one of the largest schools in my
area - it has about 1200 students - had
approximately 40 portable classrooms on site. Rather
that addressing that problem the former Labor
government simply added another portable
classroom. When the coalition government came to
power it fixed the situation.
Business confidence in Wantirna was low; people
were walking around with their heads down.
Businesses were not employing staff and people
were not prepared to invest. Investment was needed
especially in the export area. It was necessary to rely
on local government in the Knox area to provide
youth services. Much has happened since 1992!
In 1988 the RACV voted Wellington Road to be the
most congested metropolitan road, but the Labor
government ignored report after report. Finally,
prior to the election in 1992 the then coalition
spokesman on roads, the Honourable Bill Baxter in
another place, promised to fix the problem in the
first term of the coalition government, and he kept
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that promise. I am pleased to say that the project has
been completed - we are three years ahead of time,

Wednesday, 29 May 1996

country roads. Victorians accept the levy because of
the roadworks taking place.

which is tremendous!
As I mentioned earlier, the Rowville Secondary
College was bursting at the seams and the Labor
government kept adding portable classrooms. In
1992 the then coalition education spokesman, Don
Hayward, made a commitment that stage 1 of a new
college building would be opened by 1996. Now the
school has 300 or 400 students and it is to be
officially opened some time next month.
A number of primary schools, particularly the
Wantirna Primary School, were promised funds for
upgrading. As the 1992 state election came closer,
the former Labor government realised it could not
win the seat of Wantirna so the money supposedly
allocated for the upgrading of the Wantirna Primary
School disappeared and was used elsewhere. As the
local member I had to pick up the pieces.
One only has to look around Melbourne to see the
tremendous job that Melbourne Parks and
Waterways is doing to improve facilities for
Melbumians. Part of Jells Park and Koomba Park are
in my electorate and many families use the parks,
including the bike tracks, to improve their quality of
life. The parks enable families to use their bikes on
bike tracks that are off road. Koomba Park has
boardwalks and jetties and is one of the best kept
secrets in Melbourne.
Youth services were provided only by the Knox Oty
Council but the government, under the auspices of
the former Minister for Youth Services, the
Honourable Vin Heffernan, the Uniting Church and
local government established a family youth centre
that is working well. The minister also set up
regional youth committees. This excellent concept
has social workers and business people who have
managerial skills working together to develop youth
services for the region. It removes duplication and
the bureaucratic approach. For example, Rowville
did not have adequate youth services, but Boronia
and Bayswater, older well-established suburbs, had
youth services that catered for the activities of young
people who lived in the area, but who have recently
moved out to newer surrounding areas because
young families required cheaper land on which to
build their houses.
The 3-cent-a-litre petrol levy has boosted road
funding with $100 million being spent annually on
metropolitan roads and $50 million being spent on

The introduction of case-mix funding has helped
reduce the waiting lists of public hospitals. I note
that the autumn economic statement states that in
1995-96,850000 patients were expected to be treated
in Victorian hospitals -14 per cent more people
than three years ago when the Kennett government
came to power. I also observe that the real cost per
patient is now 25 per cent lower than three years
ago. We have a 14 per cent increase in the number of
patients visiting our public hospitals yet the real cost
per patient is 25 per cent lower! In October 1992,
924 patients had to wait more than 30 days for
urgent surgery. By December 1995 only three
patients were in that situation. That is a remarkable
feat.
The quality of school education has increased
Significantly. As a father of a son in prep and a son
in grade 1, I see first-hand the quality of education
taught to our children. The Kennett government has
a greater emphasis on reading recovery, numeracy
and the LAP test. Although my children are not
involved in that test, they will be in a few years and
as a parent I look forward to that because my wife
and I want to know how our children are
developing. If my children have a problem with
reading or writing we want to know. We do not
want to be told they are doing a good job or
receiving pats on the back or elephant stamps when
their work is not up to scratch. We need to know as
parents so we can take the appropriate action,
perhaps by spending more time with our children
helping them with aspects of their work. The LAP
test will show that. Many kids in our schools have
disabilities and I note that Victoria spends more
money on children with disabilities and learning
difficulties than does any other equivalent
community in the world.
Parents, principals and teachers are nmning our
schools, which has boosted the morale of school
communities. From 1982 to 1992 teacher unions were
running our schools. During that period the number
of teachers steadily increased, yet there were 80 000
fewer pupils in the state school system because the
size of families has reduced from an average of 3 or
4 children per family to 2 or 2.3 children per family.
Some of my colleagues have already referred to the
Melbourne grand prix, which was an enormous
economic boost to Melbourne. One of the mistakes
the Labor Party made during the last election was to
hose down the importance of the grand prix. It lost
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much of the youth vote because many young people
believed it was a great idea and by opposing the
grand prix the Labor Party was seen as a no-fun
killjoy party. I am not a petrolhead, but I went to the
grand prix on the Thursday and I got such a buzz
out of it that I would like to go on the Sunday next
year.
The South Eastern Arterial has improved the lot of
people travelling into the city from the outer-eastern
suburbs. The bridges over Warrigal Road, Tooronga
Road and Burke Road mean that motorists do not
have to stop at the dreadful traffic lights at those
intersections. Work has commenced on tunnels for
Burke Road and Toorak Road, so people will soon
be able to travel all the way from the south-eastern
suburbs without stopping at traffic lights. Once the
Melbourne City Link project is up and running,
motorists will travel all the way into the city without
stopping.
Workcover had $2.1 billion of unfunded liabilities
paid for by the business community of Victoria. The
scheme is now fully funded and the reduction in
Workcover premiums means that Victoria has the
lowest premiums in the country.
The autumn economic statement will provide
considerable benefits for the people of Wantima. The
government is committing $440 000 to upgrade the
Scoresby Secondary College. A further $1.7 million is
being allocated for the new campus of the Rowville
Secondary College, so we have funded stages
1, 2 and 3. Monash Highway has been completed,
which is the Wellington Road extension, and
$5 million has been committed to upgrade the goat
track - Boronia Road from Holyrood Drive to Five
Ways in Wantima.
The community now has a general sense of
confidence in the future. I congratulate the
government, particularly the Treasurer, for the
enormous work he has done over the past four years
in getting the Victorian budget to a sustainable
surplus - $140 million.
Mr LANGDON (Ivanhoe) - The best way to
begin to raise my concerns about the autumn
economic statement and its effects on my electorate
is to go through the history of events. I am pleased
to see the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services at the table, as he might take particular note.

The first topic I raise is the proposed new police
complex promised to the citizens of Ivanhoe by the
then Minister for Police and Emergency Services and
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the then member for Ivanhoe, Mr Vin Heffernan. I
quote from an article in the Heidelberger of 20 March,
under the heading 'New complex hotel to be turned
into police HQ':
Announcing the development on Monday,
Mr McNamara said the new headquarters, which
would operate 24 hours a day, would house 39 police
officers and support staff, including a Neighbourhood
Watch officer, the district firearms officer and a crime
prevention officer ...
He said $4 million would be spent on building the
complex, with $1.1 million to buy the property and
demolish the burnt-out hotel building.
He said the new police building, for which plans have
not been finalised, would occupy more than 0.4 hectare
of the Be1l5treet-Oriel Road site and provide parking
for 35 vehicles.
Mr McNamara said the prominent location would
benefit the H-district community because the new
station would be highly visible and placed in an area
where 'there is a reasonable amount of police activity'.

'There is good road accessibility to serve the whole
community out there - we can get better response
times from having a police station here and you will
also have the whole police command here',
Mr McNamara said.

That is a quote from page 1 of the Heidelberger of
20 March. Page 9 has a picture of Mr McNamara,
Mr Heffeman and the Chief Commissioner of
Banyule, Julian Stock, outside the old hotel site, a
prominent view. The article contains the following
report:
Mr Heffernan said he believed the development would
also provide much-needed trade for the Bell5treet mall,
with tradesmen and police shopping and eating there.

Mr McNamara finishes off the story:
Mr McNamara said the relocation was part of the
government's focus on building a safer community.

Again, Mr McNamara's words, not mine. That was
on 20 March.
Just before the election, on 27 March, on page 15 of
the local paper, the Heidelberger, there was an
advertisement for the Liberal Party.
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Mr Cooper - This is a good speech; he's going to
read the paper to us!
Mr LANGDON - Actions speak louder than
words! This is Mr Heffeman's page:
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1 also feel, from a personal point of view, the possibility
of going back to a hotel would not be in the best
interests of the area' .

Again, not my chief commissioner, but a
liberal-appointed chief commissioner.

Securing our future in Heidelberg
Vin Heffeman has worked for the local community to
bring a new police headquarters to the former
Colosseum Hotel site at the corner Bell Street and Oriel
Road, West Heidelberg.

The story goes on and on. The front page article of
the Heidelberger of 22 March, headed 'Bid for police
site', is all about Mr Bruce Mathieson, whose name
we have heard a fair bit in this house. It says:
Melbourne's 'poker machine king' Bruce Mathieson has

It goes on to provide other information. It has an
advertisement which encourages people to vote 1,
Vin Heffeman in the Ivanhoe District and vote 1,
Carlo Furletti in Templestowe Province. Their
advertisements, not mine; their words, not mine!
The government was surprised that Mr Heffernan
lost the seat at the election, with a 5.88 per cent
swing against him. Perhaps the people of Ivanhoe
were sick of Mr Heffeman's hollow promises.
Perhaps they knew what this government was
about. The result the government expected did not
come its way.
Mr W. D. McGrath - You said he did a good job.
I heard you say that in your maiden speech.
Mr LANGDON - Mr Heffeman has done many
things; that was not the worst way I could describe
him, I can assure you.
On 1 March, again in the Heidelberger, a quote of the
words of the liberal-appointed chief commissioner
appears at page 3 under the heading 'New police
HQ in doubt':
Banyule council's chief commissioner, Julian Stock, said
the council had heard the rumours and was seeking an
urgent meeting with Mr McGrath -

I believe he has had that meeting -

been linked to land in West Heidelberg earmarked for a

district police headquarters in the last state election.
Mr Mathieson, who is one of two directors of the
Ashley Hotel Pty Ltd, confirmed this week his
company had investigated purchasing the former
Colosseum Hotel on the corner of Bell St and Oriel
Road.

According to documents from the Land Titles Office,
the land is jointly owned by Abalece Pty Ltd of
Caulfield and Miron Nominees Pty Ltd of Melbourne.
A title search by the Heidelberger revealed Ashley Hotel
Pty Ltd placed a caveat on the land on 28 March, two
days before the state election.

Again, these are not my words; they are quoted in
the Heidelberger:
Mr Mathieson told the Heidelberger his company had
been negotiating to purchase the land 'over a very long
time'.

'I would say possibly two years, a year and a half,'
Mr Mathieson said.

The article goes on to quote a representative of the
department, I believe:
Ms Stanford said ... the election statement about the
West Heidelberg site was only a 'preliminary
announcement' .

'I would be horrified, absolutely horrified, if the
decision was reversed. 1 would feel as though 1 was
stabbed in the back,' Mr Stock said.

The site was not finalised despite what previously may
or may not have been said.

Again, not my words. He said that he would feel he
was stabbed in the back if the decision were
reversed. He goes on to say:

A decision on the site had never received government
approval. Ministers often get incorrect information', Ms
Stanford said.

'We have worked so hard to get that police station and
1 think, as a community facility for the area, it is ideal; it
would upgrade the whole area.

It worries me that the government of the day,
especially during election time, gets incorrect
information.
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I go back to the first article that appeared on
20 March in the Heidelberger. It quotes another
source from the department:
Nick Maher, the spokesman for police and emergency
senrices minister Pat McNamara, said the East Preston
police station would' definitely' close. He also refused
to rule out the closure of the West Heidelberg station
and the Ivanhoe Neighbourhood Watch office.
Mr Maher said he did not know what the future of the
existing H-district police headquarters building in
Burgundy Street would be.

Mr W. D. McGrath - Is it the headquarters or
station you are talking about?
Mr LANGDON - He was talking about the
headquarters in Burgundy Street. I'm talking about
the new headquarters that the government promised
to build in Bell Street.
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
Mr LANGDON - I'm quoting from the papers.
They may have got it wrong, but I'm sure you know
the spirit of what I'm talking about.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cole) - Order!
Can we stop the conversation across the table. The
minister will have his opportunity to speak on
appropriation at a later time. The honourable
member for Ivanhoe should not respond to
objections; it is unruly. I never do.
Mr LANGDON -In the Sunday Age of 26 May,
under the heading 'Police station gives way to
pokies parlour', the following appears:
On 28 March, Mr Mathieson's company lodged a
caveat at the Land Titles Office indicating he wanted to
buy the land.

Again, this was two days before the election. Then a
further quote:
Ms Anne Stanford, a spokeswoman for the new
Minister for Police and Emergency Services Mr Bill
McGrath, said the site had 'never been earmarked' for a
police centre despite the political advertisement.

So members of the government are going around
saying, 'We haven't made these commitments. We
have advertised them; previous ministers promised
them; but it is not a commitment'. I don't know what
the definition of 'commitment' is, but I am sure that
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doesn't fit into the category. I am sure the
honourable member for Dromana, who was born
and raised in the West Heidelberg area, would be
appalled to see a pokies parlour set up in the West
Heidelberg area. I am sure he could tell the minister
that the last thing we need in West Heidelberg is a
pokies parlour.
On 7 May 1996 I wrote to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, but I have yet to receive even
an acknowledgment. I do not know what the
government plans to do with the site. However, I
know what the former honourable member for
Ivanhoe - then the Minister for Small Business told the residents because it has been reported to me
that he went around the mall shopping centre in
Heidelberg West a week before the election boasting
how the police station would be built. He said it had
already been approved by Parliament. The people in
the shopping centre that day were amazed to see the
then minister because he had not been seen in the
area for three and a half years, yet suddenly he
turned up and promised everything! Unfortunately,
his promises now appear to have been hollow. It is a
shame the government does not follow its own
commitment. I am not talking about the actions of a
backbencher but of a cabinet minister in the first
term of the Kennett government. The situation is
appalling.
On a different subject but relevant to another
commitment by the former member and minister, I
refer to a letter to me from the school council of the
Bellfield Primary School stating:
The state government through its former member for
Ivanhoe made specific commitments to Be1lfield
Primary School regarding funding for school building
and major maintenance works.

The letter lists times and dates.
On 16 May 1995 Mr Heffernan visited our school's
annual general meeting. He announced funding for
several major maintenance items. This was described as
stage 1 funding. Stage 2 would follow after the master
plan was completed. He also expressed support for the
relocation of the Audrey Brooks preschool onto our
school site.
On Wednesday, 31 May 1995 Mr Heffernan officially
opened our school's new administration section.

I can confirm that as I was present as a prospective
parent.
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This was during Education Week and was our family
fun day. In his speech to a large crowd of parents and
friends he committed the government to stage 2
funding of our master plan.
At the February 1996 school council meeting it was
decided a group of school councillors would organise a
meeting re this stage 2 funding with our local member.
The master plan had been completed and the proposal
for the relocation of the Audrey Brooks preschool was
near completion. This formed part of the master plan.
A meeting with Mr Heffernan was held on Wednesday,
6 March 1996.
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than others. To date, no funds have been provided
and no funding has been allocated in this
appropriation bill for the Bellfie1d Primary School. I
hope that is an oversight and I am sure the
government will address the problem.
The government needs to keep its commitment to
the electorate of Ivanhoe. The former member for
Ivanhoe served the area for 11 years, as I said in my
inaugural speech during debate on the reply to the
address of His Excellency the Governor.
Mr Heffernan served the electorate for three and a
half years as a minister.
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.

Again, that was during the election campaign.
Our school council representatives asked for funding
for stage 2 to complete our master plan as soon as
possible. Parent school council members at this meeting
were Deirdre Johnston, Kerrie Shanahan, Nola
Chatterton and myself.

Mr LANGDON -If he served it well, I hope the
government will honour his promises and provide
funding. On many occasions I have heard the
Premier say that his is a government for all
Victorians. I would like him to keep his commitment.

In the Legislative Council the constituents of
That is, the president of the school council,
Bill Fulgrabe.
It was stressed that the imminent relocation of the
preschool and full funding for our master plan all
happening at the one time would minimise disruption
to the school. Mr Heffernan agreed and committed the
government to this funding. He organised a visit to the
school to view the master plan and asked us to find out
from the consultants how much extra funding was
needed to complete the master plan.

On Wednesday 13 March -

still in the election period Mr Heffernan visited the school and viewed the master
plan. He was informed that $600 000 was needed as
stage 2 funding to complete the master plan. He
informed the acting principal that he would have the
new Minister for Education visit our school early in
term 2.

Our parent members of school council believe that the
state government has committed itself to stage 2
funding of $600 000 to Bellfield Primary School. This
letter is a request to you as our new member of the
Legislative Assembly to seek these funds on our behalf.

On 13 March I wrote to the new Minister for
Education. I was pleased that within four days I
received a letter of acknowledgment - at least one
department appears to be working more efficiently

Ivanhoe are represented by the Honourables Carlo
Furletti and Bill Forwood.
Mr Perrin - They are excellent members.
Mr LANGDON - I hope they are excellent
members! The people of Ivanhoe are well aware that
those members are from the government side of that
chamber. No doubt they will follow through on
Mr Heffernan's commitment and ensure the
government keeps its promises. I will be actively
campaigning to keep the government honest in that
regard: the only other conclusion is that the people
of Ivanhoe have been told a litany of lies. The people
of Ivanhoe will never forget if the government does
not honour its commitment. They were lied to not by
a backbencher but by a former minister!

Government members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cole) - Order!
The honourable member for Tullamarine is out of
his seat and interjecting. I ask him to return to his
seat and not interject. The honourable member for
Ivanhoe should ignore interjections.

Mr LANGDON - The government has
committed itself to many things not only in Ivanhoe
but throughout the state. It needs to honour the
commitments it made because it advertised its
commitments. The people of Ivanhoe expect the
government to honour its promises. I am pleased my
constituents wanted a change of member in this
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place. I will represent them in this house and in
representations to the government.

site would not be sold. I want to know the
government's plans for the site.

During my inaugural speech I referred to the
circumstances surrounding the Austin Hospital,
which is a major employer in the area. The hospital
has been in Heidelberg for a long time and during
the election campaign the question throughout the
electorate was: will the Austin Hospital close? The
former member for Ivanhoe, when asked on several
occasions whether the hospital would be sold,
would say only that he guaranteed. it would not
close. Everybody knows that is not answering the
question. Therefore the government must have been
hiding something. The government did not give a
guarantee that the Austin Hospital would not be
sold. I would be more than pleased if the
government came clean - -

As I said earlier, another matter of concern is the
Heidelberg police headquarters. Is the government
going to honour its commitment to the residents of
Ivanhoe to build the headquarters or will it allow a
poker machine venue to be put on the site? In
conversations with me during the election campaign
local shopkeepers said that gambling had caused
turnover to drop by about a third and that shops
were closing there. We need help in this area. When
the government held out the olive branch by
promising the police headquarters everybody
jumped at it, only to be bitterly disappointed by the
government's rapid back-pedalling. The government
has to come clean and let us know what it is going to
do about the new police headquarters and commit
itself to spending the funds. It has given
commitments to the Oty of Banyule. The chief
commissioner, who is a liberal government
appointee and who appears to be an honourable
person, feels that he has been stabbed in the back
and the Oty of Banyule wants the issue clarified.

Government members interjecting.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Cole) - Order!
The honourable member for Bulleen will desist from
inteIjecting.
Mr Cooper - He is outraged!

The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Cole) - Order! I
do not mind the honourable member for Bulleen
being outraged so long as he does it quietly.
Mr LANGDON - There is a bit of history
attached to the Austin Hospital. One day there is a
report to the effect that the repatriation campus site
will be sold and everybody will move to the Austin
Hospital site, and the next day another report states
the opposite. I have not been able to ascertain the
correct answer. I have written yet again to the
Minister for Health to get clarification on this subject
but to date I have not received a reply. When the
government comes clean with its secret plan about
what is to happen I will be more than pleased to tell
my electorate about it. Last July the government
sought and received documentation that
recommended that the hospital site be sold but it has
yet to respond to that report.

The people of Ivanhoe would like clarification on the
subject. What is happening to the Austin Hospital
site and the Austin and Repatriation Medical
Centre? The community is concerned about the
whole location. The government will not come clean,
nor will it guarantee that the site will not be sold.
The previous member for Ivanhoe, the Honourable
Vin Heffernan, would not give a guarantee that the

What about Belfield Primary School? It was
promised $600 000 of government money by the
previous member for Ivanhoe, who made that public
commitment twice - not behind closed doors with a
bit of nudge-nudge, wink-wink and the promise that
'We will get it for you'. The government has to
honour its public commitments and come clean.
I say again that it has to come clean about the
Austin Hospital. The people of Ivanhoe want to
know what is happening - Mr Cooper inteIjected.

The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Cole) - Order!
The honourable member for Mornington should
refrain from inteIjecting. I know that neither he nor
the honourable member for Bulleen was heard in
silence, but they should allow the honourable
member for Ivanhoe to be heard in silence.
Mr LANGDON - By reading out those
newspaper articles I have emphasised the points that
needed to be made. The economic statement
certainly does not come clean about these things.
People need to know what is happening; they do not
want those issues to be put on the backburner. I call
on the two upper house members whose province
covers the area in which Ivanhoe is located to
support the community and to come clean. If the
government cannot do it, those members should.
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They are members of this government. They now
represent this electorate and have abandoned the
three other seats in the area. I know what their plan
is: they intend to squeeze me out. I wish them well.
Vin Heffernan thought he had my measure, but he
was sadly mistaken and sorely defeated by a swing
against him of 5.88 per cent at the last election. That
was one of the biggest swings in the metropolitan
area.

Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I am hesitant to
follow such a towering performance and such an
incisive critique of the Treasurer's autumn economic
statement. It is a bit of a worry. I am sure the
honourable member for Forest Hill is looking
forward to the contribution the honourable member
for Ivanhoe will make on the Road Safety
Committee. It is amazing what a scare story can do
to the representation in this place.

Mr Heffernan could not believe the residents would
turn out a government minister, but they wanted
some truth told and they wanted clear answers and
honest politicians. Well, they have got one in me. I
commit myself to representing the people and
getting answers. If the government refuses to
answer, it is making a mistake, and if it wants to win
Ivanhoe back and call me a oncer it will have to
make sure it gives the people of Ivanhoe what they
want and what they deserve. The government will
never win the seat back if it breaks election
promises. In the next four years every promise this
government has broken will be revealed to the
people of Victoria.

Firstly, I welcome the Treasurer's economic
statement. It is terrific to see that for once in
Australia we have a government that is prepared to
set a long-term program and to stick to it in the
interests of both the current community and future
generations. It is worth reminding the house of the
way the Treasurer opened his second-reading
speech on the Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill:

I will quote recent comments made by ministers. The
Minister for Youth and Community Services is on
record as saying during the adjournment debate on
Tuesday, 14 May:
... we on this side of the house keep our election
promises.

Those are his words, not mine. The Treasurer is on
record as saying during the debate on the
Appropriation (Interim 1996/97) Bill on
Wednesday, 15 May:
The government is in a position to deliver on its
election promises ...

Also on that date the Minister for Transport is
reported as saying:
Unlike the Labor Party when in office, this government
cares.

The minister describes this government as a can-do
government. The ministers are saying that the
government keeps its promises and that it cares and
will deliver. It had better deliver because these
things will be repeated time and again. This
government had better deliver to the people of
Ivanhoe, and I will make sure it does.

This is not a statement of flashy slogans and reckless
new spending. It is solid and reliable; the fruits of hard
work and commonsense.

That sums up the attitude of the Treasurer and the
government to responsible and respectable financial
management of this state. Victorians asked for that
in 1992 and they reinforced that request in 1996.
The electorate of Monbulk takes in a fairly diverse
range of people from the suburbs around Boronia
and Bayswater North and right up through the
Dandenong Ranges. Those people have benefited
from the management, vision and foresight of the
government. There are substantially more jobs on
offer now in Monbulk than there were prior to 1992
as well as a lower level of unemployment and
continuing business growth.
In January 1995 the number of jobs in the outer east
was 226 900. On the latest figures available in
January 1996 that figure had risen to 243 700, a
7.4 per cent increase, and the people of Monbulk
have benefited from that. There has also been a
corresponding decrease in the level of
unemployment in the area. These two things do not
always go hand in hand because at times business
growth leads to an increase in the number of people
looking for work, which translates into an increased
unemployment rate, but in the outer east over the
past 12 months there has been a substantial decline
in the unemployment levels.
In reference to the former municipal areas of
Iilydale, Sherbrooke and Knox, figures for the
quarter to June 1995 show unemployment rates of
52 per cent for Ulydale, 5.9 per cent for Sherbrooke

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1996/97) BILL

Wednesday, 29 May 1996

ASSEMBLY

and 5.0 per cent for Knox. They are lower than the
previous year and significantly lower than the figure
for June 1992, the relevant quarter prior to the
election of the government. This shows a consistent
and solid trend towards improvement in business
activity and employment and a consistent reduction
in unemployment in the outer east. It is a gratifying
trend.
As the honourable member for Wantima stated
earlier, unemployment rates are still too high and
much needs to be done to reduce them to a level
seen as acceptable by the community. We do not
shrink from that fact, and neither does the Treasurer.
To that end we are working on a long-term plan to
reach what used to be termed full employment
when I went to school. We must continue with that
program; we should not be distracted from
following that path simply because now and again
an interest group says, 'What about us? You haven't
looked after something we think is special'. There
are times when governments must, in the broader
interest, ignore those sorts of pleas. The government
has been firm in doing so, and that will continue.

An improved economy cannot be achieved merely
by reducing expenditure or increasing taxes; strong
and supportive programs are needed to help
businesses grow. We have put in place training
programs to encourage unemployed people to move
back into the work force. I refer particularly to the
community based employment program which in
1994-95 received more than $1 million.

Mr Micallef - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, the speech of the honourable
member for Monbulk is so magnificent that I ask
members on the government benches to listen to
their colleague in silence.
The ACIlNG SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! There is no point of order.
Mr McARTHUR - Thank you, Mr Acting
Speaker. The honourable member for Springvale has
just demonstrated exactly why he is here and how
relevant he is on the front bench. Long may he reign
because he serves us well! It is great to see you here,
Eddie!
I was talking about the community-based
employment program (CBEP). More than
1000 people in the outer east have benefited from
that million dollar program, and a substantial
number of them are back in the work force. This is
not a mickey mouse program under which a person
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does six weeks or three months training and is then
spat out back on to the unemployment heap; rather,
it achieves positive, identifiable results, which has
not happened in the past. It works in partnership
with the government, the community and business,
and it is to be welcomed.
Other programs support small and medium
businesses in the area. Some encourage local
businesses to achieve success on the export market
and some encourage local businesses to take on
projects to develop products which replace imports.
They are in the interests of the local area, the state
and the nation as a whole. They are successful and
they are to be supported.
I turn now to some of the local area grants outlined
in the autumn statement, and in particular
something that has been on the minds of Boronia
residents for 40 or 50 years - that is, the Boronia
railway crossing. It is a notorious crossing and has
been identified in a number of surveys and reports
as one of the worst intersections in Melbourne. It is a
burden on the existence of those in the outer east. It
regularly takes 10 or 15 minutes to get through the
crossing; it takes almost 5 minutes for the lights to
go through their full cycle, and it is not uncommon
to wait for two or three cycles before you actually
get through. Previous governments have said they
will fix it and a whole range of projects has been
proposed and promises have been made - but
nothing has happened.
Prior to the 1992 election the honourable member for
Knox, who at the time was a councillor for the City
of Knox and had been campaigning on this issue for
a long time, the honourable member for Bayswater
and I met with the Premier out there and at that time
he promised to fix the Boronia railway crossing as
quickly as possible. Since that time a number of
options have been investigated, including tunnelling
under the intersection for either the railway line or
one of the roads, or providing ring-roads. One
option even involved a proposal to elevate the
railway line.
After careful consideration of the options the
government has decided to put the railway line
through a tunnel under the Dorset Road-Boronia
Road intersection, and for the first time money has
actually been appropriated to do exactly that. I refer
honourable members to page 152 of the autumn
statement where, under the heading/Departmental
new works 1996-97', it states that $28 million has
been allocated for the Boronia rail crossing. A total
of $10 million has been allocated for the 1996-97 year

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1996/97) BILL
374

ASSEMBLY

and work is already under way. Drilling rigs have
been on the site taking soil samples to allow
companies that intend to tender for the project to
prepare their quotes. A works project office will be
soon established in the area, and it is expected that
the work will be completed in approximately two
years.
I look forward to the day when the Premier goes
there to open that project. There were a fair few
doubting Thomases when he first stood. there and
said that he would fix the problem and fix it forever.
People said, 'Yes, yes; that has all been promised
before; we will believe it when it happens'. Well,
they'll see it and they will be able to believe it when
what was one of the worst intersections in
Melbourne will again become a clear and easy path
for traffic. This will benefit both the local residents
and local traders through general traffic and freight
movements, and so on.
A whole range of other projects in the outer east will
benefit people who live or work in and around the
electorate of Monbulk. In particular, duplication
work is being undertaken on Boronia Road; of the
$5 million that has been allocated to the project,
$2 million will be spent in the coming financial year
to upgrade Boronia Road between Holyrood. Drive
and Wantima Road. There is also an allocation of
$3 million to finish work on the duplication of
Dorset Road, an important major road that provides
a thoroughfare for a great deal of freight as well as
commuter traffic. That long-term project will be
brought to completion by this government and will
be welcomed by the people who live and work in
that area.
Another area is well worth looking at. We are often
criticised on this side of the house by our friends
over there, who say, 'Look, you spend it all on roads
and never do anything for public transport'. They
tend to forget that a lot of public transport actually
uses roads; but because not many of them live in the
outer suburbs their vision extends only to the end of
the tram tracks; they do not see too many people
beyond the tram tracks.
Despite that, this government has continued a good
program of upgrading the Met rail system - in
particular, the premium station project. The
economic statement papers include an amount of
$14.157 million for Met station reforms. That
includes a number of stations that service people in
my electorate. Three premium stations - or four, if
you include Croydon - will, in general, provide
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services to people from the Monbulk electorate in
Belgrave, Upper Femtree Gully and Boronia.
A large number of people use those stations on a
daily basis. They will find the services provided to
them to be far superior to what they were used to in
the bad old days of the Labor government. The
stations will have better lighting, better parking,
better security and better communications and will
be staffed from first to last trains. That is a
demonstration of the sorts of programs that the
Minister for Transport has been involved in, which
have resulted in an increased patronage on the Met
system - something which the Labor Party does not
yet seem to realise.
A number of smaller projects are also worth
mentioning. Every now and then we hear the people
from the other side say, 'Yes, you are focused on
economics and management and you are great with
numbers, but you never care about anything; you
don't care for the community and you don't care for
the environment'.
A number of schools in my electorate are on sites
which are not in sewered areas, and despite the fact
that Labor Party members claim to be the caretakers
of the environment and the only people who realise
that there is an environment out there worth
protecting, they did nothing about the sewage
treatment plants at those schools during the 10 years
they were in office. It is on the program of this
government, to its credit, to upgrade those sewage
treatment plants, many of which are very old and
were built for far fewer students than those
currently enrolled at the schools.
Last year representatives of the EPA visited those
schools and tightened up the licence conditions for
the sewage treatment plants. I am pleased to see that
the Minister for Education has acted quickly on
those requirements and has allocated $200 000 to
upgrade the plants at 26 schools in the eastern and
south~astern regions, which include 5 schools in my
electorate. A total of $62 500 will go to: Monbulk
College, $22 000, Mount Dandenong Primary School,
$14000, Billanook Primary School, $14 000, Olinda
Primary School, $7000, and Monbulk Primary
School, $5500, to upgrade those plants so that
effluent will no longer discharge into the creeks and
streams of the Dandenongs - which of course
eventually ends up in our waterways and in the bay.
That is a very worthy thing to do; it is a practical and
effective way of providing better support, care and
maintenance to the local environment, and the
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schools, students and parents appreciate it very
much.
The autumn economic statement is clearly another
step along the long road which was started on in
October 1992. I suppose the question you need to
ask when you look at this bill is: where will we go
now? Where does this next step take us? What do
we head for? Are all the targets met? Have we done
the job that we were elected to do in 1992? While we
may have taken some major steps along the way,
while we have halted the decline, reversed the
decline and got back into the black so we have a
solid foundation for responsible financial
management in the future, there are some targets left
to achieve. In particular, we need to reduce the
taxation burden on Victorian taxpayers. We need to
have our taxation burden - both business taxes and
taxes on families - competitive with those of other
states. That will not be achieved overnight; it will
require Victoria to reduce its tax burden, which I
certainly hope will happen in the life of this
government, by an extra $400 million to $500 million.
We cannot do that by simply wishing the taxes away
or by moving back into a deficit. That would be
ridiculously irresponsible. We have to do that while
maintaining a current account surplus and a
responsible budget management program. That is
the major target that we should be heading for in the
life of this government, and it is certainly one that
the Treasurer has identified.
When we ask, 'Where to now?', I wonder whether
we should not look at the reaction that followed the
Treasurer's speech and contribution to the debate in
the house a couple of weeks ago. Perhaps it is worth
looking at what Oavid Walker in that Stockdale fan
club, the Age, said on Thursday 16 May in his
summing up:
When it comes to the government's books, as this
statement shows, left Kennett, Alan Stockdale and their
bureaucrats deserve to smile.

And indeed they do; they have achieved a lot and
they have effectively delivered on the promises of
1992. Earlier in his column Oavid Walker says:
The statement also shows the budgetary impact of
Mr Kennett's political skill. Unlike his federal
counterpart and against the sceptics' predictions,
Mr Kennett went to the poll offering the message of
restraint - and delivered a thumping majority to let
the cut-then-sell strategy roll on unimpeded.
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In other words, the Premier and the Treasurer have
not only continued on a responsible path, but that
responsible path is recognised and supported by a
significant majority of Victorians.
This government is delivering what Victorians want.
That is something members of the Labor Party have
not yet realised. This government is actually doing
what Victorians want - responsibly managing the
economy, responsibly providing services and getting
on with the job in a practical and commonsense way.

It is probably also worth looking at some of the
benefits of that responsible program. It is not all
about cutting, slashing and burning, and there are
stories to that effect in a range of papers. An article
in the Age newspaper reports under the heading,
'Knowles offers $25 million to carers':
The Kennett government yesterday moved to fulfil an
election promise to look after the 'forgotten people' by
offering a $25 million package for Victoria's carers ...
The executive director of the Carers Association of
Victoria, Mrs Maria Bohan, said the recognition of
carers was to be applauded but there was still a long
way to go in meeting their needs, especially in
disability and residential areas.

There may well be a long way to go to meet their
needs, but this government is prepared to take the
initial steps and to do things for the long term. Mrs
Bohan can be assured that if any government will
get to the end of the long road it is the current
government.
The catchcry of the opposition is that it is there for
the battler, for the forgotten people - the little guy,
the tenant and the unemployed. Do those types of
people benefit from the autumn economic
statement? I will illustrate that they do by quoting
from a story by Anita Quigley published in the
Herald Sun of 16 May. It states:
For the Mwphy family of Ringwood the autumn
economic statement looks very encouraging.

The Murphy family was living in London until
about 18 months ago. When the Murphys arrived
back in Australia they were a bit surprised about the
cost of housing and the expense they would have to
incur to buy a house, so they rented. The article goes
on:
Keen to buy a house, Warwick Mwphy admitted he
was a little shocked when he looked into the associated
costs a few months ago.
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But in light of yesterday's announcement, that
first-home buyers with children would be exempt from
paying stamp duty, the Murphys look set to buy a
whole lot sooner.

In other words, the autumn economic statement
provides good, practical benefits and outcomes for
people like the Murphys - the renters - and also
for the unemployed.

What has been the Labor Party's reaction to the
statement? It has been pretty much the same as its
reaction last year. I read fairly carefully the response
of the shadow Treasurer, the honourable member for
Williamstown, to the Treasurer's speech made
earlier this week. I think all he did was change the
dates on the speech he made last year. I will quote
from what he said in his contribution.
The shadow Treasurer started by criticising the
autumn economic statement. He said it is really not
an economic statement, it is just an accounting
statement - a set of numbers, a tally of expenses
and revenues, and that is all. He implied it should
go beyond that and set a series of economic goals for
the government. I don't think he has read the
associated papers or he would realise they contain a
good deal of information about goals and vision. If
he looked at the title of the bill he would realise it is
an interim bill and that the budget papers we will
debate in the spring session will contain more
forward estimates and set more goals.
In his usual fashion the shadow Treasurer whinged
on. Further on in his contribution he refers to graphs
included in Hansard, and states:
Over the past few years the Treasurer has continually
understated the size of the surplus in order to keep a
discipline on outlays and to have a
better-than-expected result

If you translate that into everyday English he is
complaining that the Treasurer has actually brought
in a better-than-predicted result, that he has done
better than he set out to do at the start of each year.
Complaining about that is a little like parents
criticising their child when he or she comes home
with an A-plus on an assignment and saying, 'You
only needed a C or a D to pass, why do you go for
anA?'.
Mr Hamilton - I bet it never happened to you.
Mr McARTHUR - My parents expected A-plus
marks all the time - they didn't regard a C or a D as
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a pass. It is great to have the honourable member for
Morwell in the chamber.

If the shadow Treasurer complains because the
government has delivered results better than
predicted, imagine what the opposition would say if
the government failed to meet its targets! The
opposition would be screaming from the rooftops:
'Treasurer fails to deliver - government cannot cut
it'. Opposition members are lunatics for complaining
about the results achieved by the government - but
the people of Victoria have come to expect nothing
less than lunacy from the Labor Party.
After speaking about cuts, expenditure and future
tax relief the honourable member for Williamstown
concludes his contribution by stating:
They are points on which we would have expected the
government to deliver in its economic statement, but it
has gone only part of the way. It has delivered a
statement of account, not an economic statement. We
hope the government can do better in the future.

I think the shadow Treasurer has been reading too
many of the past statements of former federal
Treasurer and Prime Minister Paul Keating. He is
used to Treasurers pulling rabbits out of hats on
television, bringing home the bacon with a beautiful
set of numbers and having the recession we had to
have. Mr Keating modelled himself on opera singer
Placido Domingo - he was the Placido Domingo of
Australian politics! In fact, he has disappeared right
off the stage!
The difference between the Placido Domingo of the
economic scene and Victoria's Treasurer is that
Victoria's Treasurer does not need to produce
rabbits out of hats because he does not need to buy
the people's support. People recognise why the
Treasurer is doing what he is doing and the
long-term benefits of the strategy he has laid out.
The people of Victoria do not need to be bought off
with pre-election budgets, they are happy with the
way things are going. The Labor Party is yet to
realise that.
The final comment of the shadow Treasurer is:
We hope the government can do better in the future.

He should beware because the gods in Greek
mythology had a way of granting people what they
wished for and it usually tripped them up. If his
wish is granted the shadow Treasurer will never get
the pleasure of sitting on the government benches. It
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could be said that what the shadow Treasurer is, the
shadow Treasurer does - he is always in the
shadow of the Treasurer and will never be big
enough to fill his shoes.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) - The Victorian
government has a responsibility to produce a vision
and plan for the people of this state. The autunm
economic statement is an accounting statement, not
an economic statement. The opposition welcomes
the fact that the Victorian budget is in the black but
it is not enough just to have a budget that quotes
financial figures - the government must also
consider its social obligations. The government is not
meeting those social obligations and I will go on to
deal with that issue.

Budget figures improved dramatically between the
delivery of the 1995-96 budget in September last
year and the delivery of the autunm economic
statement, yet pledges and actions for the provision
of human services have not improved. In fact, it is
suggested in the economic statement that there will
be even more dramatic cuts than those proposed last
September. We have the ludicrous situation that as
the budget improves the Treasurer and this
government get meaner.
On page 5 of his September 1995 budget speech the
Treasurer forecast the overall budget deficit as
$344.5 million. On page 3 of the same speech the
Treasurer states:
Further substantial tax reductions and achievements of
the budget's medium-term taxation target requires that,
over the next few years, the budget sector continues to
maintain expenditure restraint, improve productivity,
and increase the efficiency of resource utilisation to
achieve outlay reductions of up to $500 million.

What does this autumn economic statement have to
offer? We do not have a deficit as predicted in
September. We have an overall surplus of
$4.9 billion, of which $4.7 billion comes from assets
sales. In fact the underlying surplus as stated in the
Treasurer's speech is $141.7 million. Does that
present the government with any optimism? Does it
give the people who require human services
optimism? No, it does not, because on page 6 of the
autumn economic statement the Treasurer states:
The government has already commenced action to
obtain a further $500 million to $600 million savings
through greater efficiency in administration and service
delivery.
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Now is the time for the government to help the
forgotten people. The economic statement proves
that the promises made by the Premier during the
election period were hollow. As one of my
constituents said, 'That the Premier forgot us in the
first place is too often overlooked by the community
and is totally overlooked by the government'.
Who are the forgotten people? The first group I want
to talk about are the homeless. In the past few weeks
in the Parliament, the media and among the public
generally there has been discussion on drugs and
homelessness. The budget does not mention the
homeless. I refer to the May 1996 fact and statistics
sheet from Hanover Welfare Services, which
provides services to the homeless. That document
talks about the social factors that contribute to the
demand for illicit drugs; it talks about fractured
family relationships and says that abuse and a life of
poverty make homeless young people in particular
vulnerable to exploitation. The budget had a golden
opportunity to address homelessness; it had a
golden opportunity to make a modicum. of
difference to the lives of some of the homeless but it
chose not to do so.
The second group that has been forgotten in this
economic statement are the people who have
positive contributions to make to the running of the
state but have been ignored. They are the advocacy
groups for the disabled and for psych services, and
members of the judiciary - state or federal. The
advice that has been coming in to the government
concerning forgotten people has been ignored again.
The advice coming in from the churches has been
ignored. Archbishop Rayner stated prior to Easter
that the casino operations should not be open on
Good Friday. He was met with ridicule from the
Premier.
Child protection workers also offer advice to the
government on how to improve child protection
services. They, too, are ignored. I quote from a letter
to the Age of 18 April in which one of the lecturers
from the school of social work at the University of
Melbourne, Or Lynda M. Campbell, says:
To sweep grave disquiet under the carpet leaves the
public with a child welfare system that funds legal
processes and bureaucratic regulation at the expense of
services that help families rear their children better.

Earlier in the letter Or Campbell states:
... successive restructuring to enhance'economies of
scale' has led to the loss of localised services and shared
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local knowledge, and to erosion of both preventive and
long-term family support services, straining the crucial
relationship between the child protection service and
the non-government child and family services.

Has the government heeded those warnings? No. It
is a problem that competent advice from
practitioners in human services is ignored. It is a
problem for the forgotten people, but it is also a
problem for Victoria generally because that
invaluable body of knowledge is not being heeded.
We all suffer as a result of having a Victorian
government too arrogant and self-opinionated to
listen to informed and constructive comment or
criticism.
Another group that has been overlooked in this
economic statement are the students aged under 18.
Many had gullible parents who believed that a small
funding increase to their school would make up for
the hundreds of millions of dollars that have been
removed. 1 mention just one of the supports that has
been removed for our children, and that is school
support centres. School support centres provided an
incredibly useful tool for parents, for the extended
family, for teachers and for principals in meeting the
special needs of children in their education. The
removal of those school support centres - the
psychologists, the speech therapists and the
physiotherapists, to name a few - has meant that
students have had to battle without the backup that
would assist them in their learning. It has also meant
that teachers have had an extra burden placed upon
them; not only have their class sizes increased but
students with learning difficulties are not given the
outside support that previously existed.
Another group of forgotten people are those who
received their elective surgery after a slightly shorter
wait but had had to sleep in hospital corridors. They
experienced little quality of care from overworked
medical staff and were often sent home earlier than
recommended. One of my constituents, Ron
Spencer, waited a number of months to have a
hernia operation at a public hospital in Melbourne
and was discharged 24 hours after the operation. He
subsequently developed a serious infection in his
wound and after discussions with doctors at the
public hospital he spent a further six days there
requiring intensive treatment which would not have
been required had he stayed there for a suitable
period when the original operation was carried out.
The doctor at that hospital gave us a hint of what the
government has done to hospital services when he
told this man and his wife, Ana MacKay, that the
hospital would be better off financially if it
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discharged patients early and saved on bed costs,
even if 10 per cent returned with infections. It
appears that that practice has become commonplace
in Victoria, and it is not in the best interests of
patients.
1 also wish to draw your attention, Mr Acting
Speaker, to another group that has suffered at the
hands of the government and has received no
assistance whatsoever in the autumn economic
statement. The group comprises people with serious
health problems who have long waits for treatment.
It was with grave concern that 1 read in the economic
statement that the number of people requiring
urgent surgery had dropped dramatically, because
anybody who knows what is happening in the
public hospital system knows that many patients
have been reclassified, and that is why the
government is able to come up with such a rosy
picture in the economic statement.
1 also draw your attention to the 40 000 Victorian
public servants who have lost their jobs under this
government.
It is of little consolation to them when they read in
the autumn economic statement that consultancy
fees in this state continue to rise at the expense of
long-term jobs. Some $130 million has been spent on
consultancy fees at the same time as thousands of
Victorians have lost their jobs.

Earlier 1 briefly mentioned the hospital system. This
afternoon 1 received a telephone call from one of my
constituents who works at the Royal Melbourne
Hospital. His comment was, '1 hope you happen to
mention that the various heads of the hospital
networks are each receiving $300 000 in their
contracts'. That is also of little consolation to people
who are expected to see more patients and work
harder while coping with the consequences of
having fewer hospital staff.
Another group that has been forgotten in the May
statement - the parents of preschool children. Not
only do they have to cope with the demands of
toddlers while often battling on single incomes, but
they have had to put up with the government
ripping $15 million out of the kindergarten system.
That has supposedly been offset by the tiny
$1.6 million increase in the May statement for
preschools, which neither parents with preschoolers
nor 1 can get excited about at all. Kindergarten
parents are now running lamington drives and
working bees, which take up time that the parents of
previous preschoolers did not have to sacrifice. They
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have to do it because they wish to ensure that their
own children receive quality preschool education.
Another group that has been overlooked in the May
statement is the young mums who have to leave
hospital early because of the government's early
discharge policy. The time immediately after
delivery is a special bonding time for a mother and
her newborn child. Some women can feel confident
about leaving hospital after four days. But unless
they go home to supportive environments and
receive wonderful support from the maternal and
child health services and their hospitals, they and
their children can be in danger - and that is what is
happening in Victoria.
I am involved in a counselling service that receives
telephone calls from first-time mums. The calls we
receive are of a type that would be treated as
standard in a public hospital; but we are being asked
to diagnose over the telephone, something that
should rightly be done by trained medical staff. The
social costs of early discharges are yet to be fully
determined.

During the election campaign I visited the Broad
Insight Group in Broadmeadows, which runs early
intervention programs for children from birth to six
years who experience developmental delays. The
children I saw up there had very grave and multiple
problems. Once upon a time the children could get
up to 3 to 6 hours a week support from trained
personnel. They now receive only 1 hour each - if
they are lucky. They are another group that could
come under the 'forgotten people' umbrella. I shall
quote from a letter sent last year by the Broad
Insight Group to the former Minister for Community
Services, Mr John.
Parents or carers of a child 0-6 years with a Significant
developmental delay, or diagnosed disability, may
have up to a nine-month wait before they receive the
vital educational and therapeutic services that their
child so desperately requires.

The average amount of state funding from health and
community services to non-government early
intervention agencies throughout Victoria is not even
enough to provide each child with one hour of service
per week.
This situation is deplorable and needs to be rectified
immediately.

379

The letter goes on to contrast the differences in the
stages between birth and six years and talks about
the value of early intervention services.
Early intervention services are highly cost effective but
only if adequately funded. The greatest time of skill
acquisition for any child is known to be between the
ages of birth to six years, yet within this state children
with disabilities and delays are not receiving the
necessary services they require to assist them to
develop their skills at this critical time.
Currently at Broad Insight Group over 90 children and
families are receiving early intervention services, but
14 children are on the waiting list for physiotherapy,
6 for speech pathology, 8 for occupational therapy ...
On average the state government provides funding
for one 9O-minute service a week. It is recognised
throughout the world that countries that put money
into the development of children between birth and
six years will reap rich rewards. But we are not
doing that, so the cost will be much higher in the
long term.
The letter from the Broad Insight Group goes on to
say:
The funding has not altered in the last six years, yet six
years ago 38 children and families were receiving
services ...
Now the group is trying to cater for 90. I shall quote
further from the letter, but when I visited the group
and saw the children I noticed that some of them
were not even strong enough to sit in their parents'
arms - their parents talked of the incredible toll on
their time and family relationships, yet this
government cannot even offer them a lousy
90 minutes a week! It is disgusting.
What does the autumn economic statement say
about the homeless and the drug addicts? What does
it say about the advocates for the public health?
What does it say about students? What does it say
about patients? What does it say about health
workers? What does it say about the 40 000 public
servants who have been sacked? What does it say
about those children at Broad Insight? It says
nothing! Instead it uses terms like 'unit costing' and
'output'. Members on this side of the house do not
talk about outputs; we talk about outcomes, about
quality control and about service standards. Unit
costing reduces people to figures on a balance sheet;
it does not acknowledge that people are not units!
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The Treasurer has a heartless one-dimensional view
of people. I suggest that he visit a group like Broad
Insight or visit some of the homeless services around
the state. I invite the Treasurer to come with me to
visit some of those services. I will make sure some of
those children and some of the homeless are there
for him to meet.
The government must acknowledge the true
financial position of the state. It is in surplus. The
government has a responsibility to look after its
people. The government is not fulfilling that
responsibility .
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.04 p.m.
Ms CAMPBELL - Prior to the suspension of the
sitting I was drawing attention to the fact that the
autumn economic statement says nothing about the
forgotten people - a term the Premier found he
could use to his advantage during the March
election campaign. But he said nothing about the
homeless during that campaign, and there is nothing
in the statement that caters for homeless people who
are sleeping on the streets and who are vulnerable to
drug taking. The statement says nothing about drug
addicts and the prevention and treatment of drug
addiction. It says nothing about the importance of a
health system that is based on meeting people's
needs rather than unit costs. The economic statement
says nothing about the health workers who are
working extended hours under incredible strain,
trying to treat high numbers of patients to meet their
case-mix funding guidelines.

Yesterday during question time I listened with great
interest to the answer given by the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management on the golden
moths orchid. Before the March election she was the
Minister for Health, the senior minister in charge of
the former Department of Health and Community
Services. The topic of yesterday'S question was very
important. I strongly support conservation
measures, as was indicated by the matter I raised
during the adjournment debate last night. What was
interesting about her answer yesterday was that the
minister said Victoria had a proud record in
protecting its endangered species.
I only wish the minister had adopted the same
attitude when she was Minister for Health, because
it should be just as important for a government
minister to say that Victoria has an excellent record
in protecting its people. Whether people agree or
disagree with the government's claim of having an
excellent conservation record, the government
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makes no such claim about people. I only wish it
would adopt the same attitude to people that it
adopts to the golden moths orchid.
The Premier wanted the support of the forgotten
people earlier this year when an election was
looming and he needed their votes. To quote from a
note sent to me after the election:

Jeft wanted the forgotten people to like him again -

an

election was looming. His amazingly timed recovery of
memory was astounding. That we were forgotten in the
first place is overlooked.

The economic statement overlooks Victoria's
forgotten people, and that is a disgrace.

Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I listened with a
great deal of interest, as did many other members, to
the contribution of the new member for Pascoe
Vale - the new frontbencher for the opposition. I
must say with due respect that she has a lot to learn.
The honourable member made an impasSioned
speech. Prior to the suspension of the sitting I was in
the chair. I listened intently to what she was saying
and was almost moved to tears by some of the
comments she made. What she does not really
understand and what she failed to mention is the
diabolical financial position the state was in back in
1992. She failed to mention the massive changes that
have been made by the coalition government to get
the state back into a strong financial position so that
we can provide the sorts of services she spoke about.
Ms Campbell interjected.
Mr JASPER - It is important that the honourable
member take notice of the comments of government
members. If she does and if she stops in here for
some time she will gain a true understanding of how
Parliament operates and how important it is to
ensure that the state is in a strong financial position
so that governments are able to provide the sorts of
services she referred to.

I have sympathy with the comments of the
honourable member. Many people in Victoria
require assistance. All honourable members agree
with that. The house accepts that those people must
be taken into account.
But the state's financial position in 1992 required
that massive changes had to be made. Over the past
four years the coalition government introduced
massive changes which returned Victoria to a strong
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financial position. If the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale listened to the speeches of coalition
members and read the coalition's policies during the
election campaign she would understand that
additional services will be provided to people across
the state, including country Victorians, during the
coalition's second term.
The house is well aware of the government's
Agenda 21 program. I take issue with the comments
of opposition members, particularly the Leader of
the Opposition, that little has been done in country
Victoria. I take issue with the comment that people
are suffering in country Victoria.
About 20 years ago I entered the Parliament on the
basis that country people are disadvantaged when
compared with the residents of metropolitan
Melbourne. I must say that 20 years down the track I
am still fighting for the sorts of things I want for
people in country Victoria. You can never get
everything; you will never get a Utopian or perfect
situation. But I must say that in the Murray Valley
electorate we have not suffered, as the Leader of the
Opposition has indicated in his contribution during
this debate and in his comments when he travels
around country Victoria.
I challenge the Leader of the Opposition to visit the
Murray Valley electorate and I will show him the
sorts of things that are happening in the electorate
which he does not understand at all. Other members
of the opposition should perhaps take the lead of the
honourable member for Morwell, for whom I have
great respect in this Parliament, because he has at
least some understanding of country people. I am
disappointed that he is a member of the Labor Party.
I felt great sorrow for him prior to 1992 when he sat
in the back blocks of the Labor government benches.
The honourable member was constrained and could
not speak out. During the 10 years his Labor
government was in office it introduced bills and
undertook measures with which he disagreed. As
the only real member representing country Victoria
in the Labor Party he felt that he was in a difficult
position. He was not able to convince his colleagues
that other things should be done.
Now in opposition the honourable member thinks
he can say what he wants to say - we all think that
way in opposition - but he is not able to achieve his
aims. I am sure he would quietly agree that things
are not as bad as the Leader of the Opposition wants
us to believe is occurring in country Victoria.
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The Leader of the Opposition talked about the lack
of encouragement for economic development in
country Victoria. Mr Speaker, I know in your
country electorate you have seen development as I
have in the Murray Valley electorate. I highlight
developments in the food industry. At Kraft in
Strathmerton some $80 million is being spent on a
redevelopment program. At Murray Goulburn at
Cobram $40 million is being spent on a development
program. At Dominance Industries, a company the
Leader of the House visited to launch this program
at Wangaratta, some $80 million is being spent on
the development of a range of timber products. That
company will employ approximately 120 people in
the city of Wangaratta. That is the level of economic
development that is taking place, but the Leader of
the Opposition and members of the Labor Party
have no idea of what is going on.
The Leader of the Opposition also referred to
electricity charges and the difficulties faced in
country Victoria. N o-one fought harder to try to
maintain what we see as uniform tariffs in country
Victoria, but I must say that I support the changes
that have been implemented. We have been able to
introduce competition into the electricity industry.
Uniform charges will be maintained until the year
2000. Five electricity companies will be competing to
sell electricity to businesses and domestic users.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JASPER - The honourable member for
Morwell should listen too. The former Wangaratta
woollen mills has always been supplied by the State
Electricity Commission. The company called for
tenders to provide power for its operation. Eastern
Energy services north-eastern Victoria, but it was
beaten in a competitive pricing tender by United
Energy. United Energy is now supplying the power
to that company. As far as I am concerned, that is
what competition is all about.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr JASPER - I am interested that the
honourable member for Sunshine is leaving the
chamber. He likes to think that he is an economic
rationalist, but he does not measure up at all. If you
went into business with the honourable member for
Sunshine he would send you broke.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JASPER - I would not go into business with
the honourable member for Morwell either. He
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would drive you broke as well because he does not
have a true understanding of how business operates
in country Victoria. He does not understand that the
strength of the Victorian economy is created by
private enterprise. That is where the wealth of the
nation is created. If we get private enterprise
working properly and producing profits - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JASPER - 'Profit' is a dirty word to members
of the Labor Party. But if we get private enterprise
profitable, working in Victoria and generating
wealth, we can look after all the things the
impassioned speech of the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale mentioned. I am in sympathy with what
the honourable member has said.
Ms Campbell interjected.

Mr JASPER - Listen and you willleam what is
happening. You are really very new here.
Ms Campbell interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Pascoe Vale.
Mr JASPER - I understand the confusion of the
honourable member because she really is blinkered
in her thinking. Perhaps if she remains in this place
long enough she will get a true understanding and
balance of the prOvision of services and will
recognise that the state can do that.
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Mr Cole interjected.
Mr JASPER - The honourable member for
Melbourne, for whom I also have great respect,
should have an understanding of what goes on.
Unfortunately he is also blinkered in his views on
what is happening in country Victoria. He should go
out into country Victoria and try to understand what
is going on.

In the Murray Valley electorate the only schools that
were closed were 4 small schools with fewer than 12
students. Those schools could not viably be
maintained. I visited those schools when the changes
were being implemented and the five or six students
from each of those schools were transferred to larger
schools. They are getting a better education than the
one that was provided in the smaller schools. I
challenge the Leader of the OppOSition to indicate
where there is a problem with the closure of these
small schools in the Murray Valley electorate.

He also talked about the closure of hospitals. I have
four hospitals within the electorate: the Wangaratta
District Base Hospital and hospitals at Yarrawonga,
Cobram and Numurkah. The hospitals are working
effectively, but there is no doubt that the Wangaratta
District Base Hospital is experiencing difficulties
maintaining services during the tough economic
circumstances that are the result of the tightening of
services generally. However, the point needs to be
made that the four hospitals are operating
effectively. I challenge the Leader of the Opposition
to come to country Victoria and we will show him
the things that are happening in the real world.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JASPER - I am interested to receive the
support of the honourable member for Morwell. He
truly does not agree with some of the things that
have been expounded by members of the Labor
Party. I think he privately agrees with the
contribution I am making tonight and recognises the
importance of this to the state of Victoria.
I shall refer to the sorts of issues raised by the Leader
of the Opposition. He talked about the closure of
schools and hospitals in country Victoria. Again I
ask the Leader of the Opposition and any member of
the Labor Party to visit the electorate of Murray
Valley and I will take them around the schools in my
electorate. The schools have never had better
facilities generally across the electorate. Some $5
million has been spent on school facilities in my
electorate.

The Leader of the Opposition also spoke about
taking action to significantly reduce petrol prices for
country people. You, Mr Speaker, would be aware
that I have spoken on this issue on many occasions
in Parliament and it is one in which I have a close
interest because of my family interests in the motor
industry. The Leader of the Opposition does not
recognise that during the 10 years of the Labor
government nothing was done about the issue.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JASPER - I am interested in the interjection
from the honourable member for Morwell because
one of his predecessors, Derek Amos, was a fine
representative of the Morwell electorate. In the early
1980s when the liberal government was in power in
Victoria Derek Amos was the Labor Party
spokesman on fuel matters and I was the National
Party spokesman. On many occasions we attacked
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the Liberal government because not enough was
being done about the high price of fuel in the
country. However, Derek Amos said to me, 'Wait
until the change of government. Wait until 1982 and
I'll fix it. I have spoken to the incoming Premier,
John Cain, and he will make sure it's right'. After the
Labor Party had been in power for a short time I said
to Derek, 'What are you doing about trying to get
equivalent fuel prices for country Victoria?' His
response was, 'John Cain will do nothing because if
he does anything about ensuring lower prices for
country Victoria it will mean higher prices for
people buying petrol in Melbourne'.
An enormous amount of work has been done
seeking petrol pricing justice for country people. At
this time it has not been effectively corrected.
However, the price differential is not as great as it
used to be when it was 10 to 20 cents a litre. The
price differential is generally around 5 to 10 cents a
litre, but that is still not good enough. The policy
proposed by the coalition running up to the
30 March election, which was accepted by the
federal coalition government, is that we will see
more positive action for fuel price justice for country
Victoria.
This is one of the important issues facing country
Victoria. I will continue to fight to ensure that
country Victoria gets fuel price justice. It is a difficult
issue with which to come to grips. I remind
honourable members that approximately 60 per cent
of the price of a litre of petrol goes in taxes to the
federal government, including a smaller percentage
which goes to the state government.
When I entered Parliament in the 1970s and spoke
about fuel price justice my late father said I would
never fix it. He said it had been an issue from the
time he had been in the motor industry. He worked
in the industry for more than 60 years and he
recognised the difficult problem that faced me. I
acknowledge the depth of the problem, but I will
continue to work to get justice.
Another issue mentioned by the Leader of the
Opposition was the closure of passenger rail services
in country Victoria. During the last Parliament the
provision of passenger rail services in country
Victoria was a massive issue so far as I was
concerned. Country Victoria needs passenger rail
services and they should be upgraded so that they
are as efficient as possible and attract more
passengers.
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I spoke strongly about the issue and I got into
trouble with my Liberal and National coalition
colleagues, but my stand on passenger rail services
has been vindicated with the retention of most
services in country Victoria. I was delighted by the
policies expounded by the Minister for Transport
when prior to the election he spoke about
improvement in passenger rail services in country
Victoria and the funds to be spent on upgrading
works. He made a commitment to spend $6.5 million
on station upgrades throughout country Victoria.
Funding has been spent on stations within my
electorate to ensure a higher standard of passenger
rail services is provided.
It is worthwhile to put on the record that the
minister said that all current passenger rail services
will be maintained. Long-distance V /Line passenger
rail services, including the Albury-W odonga line,
will be retained and put out to tender to allow the
private sector the opportunity of providing better
services at a lower cost to taxpayers. The minister
also said that the current V/Line coach contract will
be put out for tender upon its expiry with an option
for tenderers to nominate for either rail or coach
modes of travel.

Finally, he said all services on rail lines will be
maintained at a standard so as not to preclude future
rail travel. It is imperative that we maintain
passenger rail services and increase those services
across country Victoria. I am delighted by the
minster's confirmed announcement of three
passenger rail services each way between
Albury-Wodonga and Melbourne each day.
Currently two of those services are by rail and the
third is a coach-rail service. I have made strenuous
representations against the coach-rail service
because it has resulted in a drop in patronage of
more than 75 per cent. People will not use a service
that requires boarding a bus at Wangaratta or
Benalla to go to Seymour to catch a train to
Melbourne and then catch a train, tram or taxi to go
to further destinations. My children have used the
coach-rail service and they have complained bitterly
that it takes longer than the rail service.
I welcome the announcement by the minister that
the coach-rail service will be replaced by a Sprinter
service, which will ensure a faster and more
convenient service that people will utilise. H an
upgraded, clean, more efficient service is provided
people will use it. I welcome that.
I will be seeking a review of the service on the line
between Melbourne and Shepparton, which is a
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privatised passenger rail service with a coach service
between Shepparton, Numurkah and Cobram. I will
be making representations to have the full rail
service reinstated. During the re-tendering process
consideration should be given to extending the rail
service to Numurkah and Cobram with a return
service the following day. Further consideration
should be given to a sprinter service on that line. I
strongly support passenger rail services in country
Victoria. Those services are needed and I will
continue to battle to retain and expand them,
particularly within my electorate of Murray Valley
and across country Victoria.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JASPER - If the honourable member for
Morwell wants to take up the issue for his area he
should make representations to the Minister for
Transport. I am sure the Independent member for
Mildura will be making appropriate representations
to the minister that he reconsider the service to his
area. In the last Parliament I stood firm on a
particular issue. The retention and further
development of country passenger rail services is a
vindication of the stand I took.
I said earlier that I have been a member of
Parliament for more than 20 years, and during that
time I have fought for my community on a range of
issues. I am delighted at the excellent results that
have been achieved in the development of the
Murray Valley electorate because many of the
aspirations of individuals and organisations have
come about.
The highlight of my period in Parliament is the
announcement some weeks ago that the natural gas
pipeline will be extended to service the
Murray Valley region. Mr Speaker, you would be
aware that I have been.working on that for more
than 10 years. When I first made representations on
this issue to the former Gas and Fuel Corporation I
was told it was an impossible task and was
unrealistic. I kept making regular representations to
the corporation, its chairman at that time,
Neil Smith, and other executive officers until finally
it undertook an assessment of the viability of natural
gas being supplied to my electorate. I said the
corporation should extend the period of
amortisation of the capital cost of the project from 10
to 50 years in order to make it viable, recognising
that under the Gas Industry Act a uniform charge
was applied throughout Victoria.
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It is history now that following further
representations the corporation said the project had
become more viable and that it should be
investigated further, even though it was still a
difficult task to justify the capital expenditure
involved.

I was gratified with the action taken by the
government. Mr Speaker, you were the Minister for
Energy and Minerals at the time and I place on
record my gratitude for your support. The
amendments to the Gas Industry Act made last year
were the major turning point in the consideration of
the extension of the natural gas pipeline to my
electorate. The act was amended to allow companies
to impose an infrastructure charge while
maintaining a uniform tariff and to allow
competition in the provision of natural gas
throughout Victoria where Gascor, as it is now
called, had a monopoly.
I was supported in my representations by the
Central Murray Regional Development Corporation.
I have worked on this issue for years because I
always believed the region needed the option of
natural gas as a further energy supply. The support
of the regional development corporation in
undertaking an assessment program, appointing
consultants, getting support from industry and
individuals and finally making submissions to the
government was extremely important.
The final issue to be resolved was the declaration of
an area for the extension of a natural gas pipeline to
service the Murray Valley region on both the
Victorian and New South Wales sides of the
River Murray. Approximately 16 towns throughout
the region will be serviced by natural gas and most
industries and businesses will benefit. The extension
of natural gas to the Murray Valley region will be a
catalyst for the further development of industry
throughout the region and will benefit people
resident in the area.
I pay tribute to the innovative program developed as
part of the sewerage scheme at Rutherglen where
recycled water is used for the upkeep of sporting
ovals and other facilities in the Rutherglen area. The
program initiated by Kiewa-Murray Water
Authority and costing approximately $800 000 will
bring recycled water to farms for irrigation purposes
and then by pipeline to Rutherglen for watering
systems for sporting facilities and school grounds. It
is a significant step forward in minimising the
degradation caused by sewage going into the
River Murray. My community is delighted with the
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contributions made by the state and federal
governments to this project because it benefits the
community and sporting bodies in the area.
I have indicated the issues affecting my electorate.
We work together to get results, and we have got
results. The Murray Valley electorate is in a better
position following the election of the coalition
government in 1992. We will work to get further
development in the region and I am sure additional
support will be provided to my electorate and other
areas throughout country Victoria.
Ms KOSKY (Altona) - I welcome the
opportunity to make a contribution to the debate on
the economic statement. I relate my comments to the
shadow portfolios for which I have responsibility that is, youth affairs and housing.
The government constantly prides itself on
maintaining the quality and quantity of services,
whilst reducing expenditure. The rhetoric sounds
great but the practice is not convincing. The
Treasurer's autumn economic statement does not
demonstrate how the first objective of the
government's policy framework for human services
will be met - that is, to demonstrate higher living
standards for Victorians.
Under this government we have seen a major shift
from public to welfare housing, which has had
drastic consequences. Previously, people had a
choice about whether to go into public housing. But
we are now reaching the situation where people at
the very bottom of the economic barrel will use
public housing for welfare or residual housing.
Because of that, people will not take pride in public
housing and many other people who need access to
public housing will not get that opportunity.
The economic statement refers to output having
increased. The output may have increased, but what
about the outcomes? We may have had more people
through public housing, but what are the outcomes
for those people? We know that the number of
Victorians on public housing waiting lists now
stands at some 60 000, which is a hell of a lot of
people - and they wait seven to nine years on those
waiting lists.
We now know that a lot of those people will never
get the opportunity of living in public housing. They
will have to enter the private rental market or
attempt to purchase in the private market. Many
will not succeed in that attempt and we are aware of
the consequences, through people living on the
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streets and being picked up in emergency responses.
That is not good enough. These people do not
deserve that and do not need to go down that route
in order to have government address their needs.
The economic statement says that people in greatest
need will be given first priority in service delivery.
However, it fails to define what 'greatest need'
means. We assume that it is a reference to people in
need of crisis accommodation: those who are living
on the streets, who have children, who are in
desperate need - and if those needs are not met,
they will be either staying with friends, living on the
streets or moving from place to place trying to avoid
paying rent.
The economic statement says that more housing
stock will be available for crisis accommodation.
While all that sounds fantastic on paper, it is the
unwritten text that is of concern. We know there will
not be more public housing; we know there will just
be a shift in who has access to public housing. Those
who are in crisis will have access to public housing;
those who are in need of public housing will end up
on the streets, searching in the private rental market
or seeking to purchase their own homes, and they
will probably eventually go under.
There will be no new money for public housing.
What will happen is that public housing will become
residual and will be available only for people in
crisis. Public housing estates will become ghettos,
because only people who are in dire or extreme need
will have access to that housing. Those in extreme
need will have a series of other needs and we will
not have a heterogeneous community within the
public housing estates. People who could once rely
on public housing for their families will now be
expected to purchase their own homes on limited
income or take their luck in the private rental market.
In addition, the pressure that the provision of public
housing placed on prices in the private rental market
will be removed, with a probable increase in the
level of private rental market rents. Prevention has
been absolutely eradicated from this government's
policy on housing.

I turn my attention to youth affairs. One of the most
commonly recognised problems for young people is
their lack of access to the economic, political and
judicial mechanisms that would give them a sense of
having a vested interest in how they are treated by
the systems of our society. The economic statement
has no mechanism by which young people can
address their problems with the government.
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Ibis sense of marginalisation has been researched
and written about often. It is backed up by recent
United Kingdom research into young people's
attitudes. It found that young people are profoundly
disconnected from mainstream politics and
mainstream society. That has consequences for all of
us, not only for them but for the rest of society, when
they do not have a commitment to their cultural
surroundings.

The most recent state election campaign saw the
Premier target the vote of young people by chatting
on FM radio stations, even opening up the debate on
the decriminalisation of marijuana, and essentially
becoming a populist Premier. The only difficulty
with that behaviour is that he now has to deliver
something of substance to young people or they will
know they been conned, and treated with contempt.
He had better start soon, because the autumn
economic statement does nothing to connect young
people to society in a meaningful way. Instead it
offers more alienation with a bit of tinsel. Alienation
from what - from work? There is no mention of
youth unemployment figures in the document.
There is reference to unemployment, but no mention
of youth unemployment and no strategy for
reducing youth unemployment. Obviously, young
people's need for work has dropped off the
government's agenda.
Homelessness, drug abuse and a reduction in school
retention rates are all signs of alienation from
community life. The report of the Drug Advisory
Counci1- or the Penington report - talks about the
concerns of young people and about their turning to
drug abuse because they do not feel connected with
society. It also talks about the need for a youth
substance abuse service, yet the economic statement
says nothing about the provision of such a centre.

Mr McArthur interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! the honourable member
for Monbulk is interjecting out of his place. If he
refers to a member of Parliament he will refer to her
by her title as a member, not by her Christian name.
Ms KOSKY - I ask the honourable member for
Monbulk how he will be voting.
The recommended youth substance abuse service is
not mentioned in the economic statement. There is a
real need for young people who are abusing drugs
to have access to support and counselling in an
environment in which they feel comfortable. They
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do not need or wish to be with adults, who are often
in quite different circumstances from them. They
will not have their drug abuse remedied by being
placed in situations which are foreign to them and
which do not actually meet their needs.
Instead of a substance abuse service, the statement
refers to detoxification centres. From many of the
discussions that I have been present at about the
needs of young people in respect of drug abuse, it is
clear that detoxification centres are not what they
need. Such centres are for people who have a strong
addition to drugs. In fact many young people have a
dependence on rather than a physical addiction to
drugs, so they need different strategies. The
government has not addressed itself to the
recommendations in the Penington report, which it
commissioned.
The suicide strategy is important and welcome, but
it is well overdue. Unfortunately it targets the
symptoms and not the causes of youth suicide. I
refer to rural areas, where youth suicide is much
higher than in cities, and where we have seen
community services, including youth services, either
stripped right back or removed. We have also seen
education being cut. All those services that provide
meaning for young people have been taken away in
rural areas so suicide is actually becoming a
preferable option to living in a community that does
not support them. They are completely alienated.
What we do have in the economic statement is
money for alcohol-free entertainment venues, so that
young people can enjoy their Saturday nights with
no alcohol- but come Monday they won't have a
job, they won't have access to services specific to
young people, and they won't feel important and
connected within the society.
I also refer to alienation in the transition from child
to adult. For young people to successfully reach
adulthood, their roles as individual members of the
family need to be recognised. Their needs should be
considered as existing separately from the family,
although at times they will coincide. This is
particularly the case for young people who have
failed in the system. Often the family does not
provide the support or the sort of meaning that they
need at that time in order to feel that they are part of
the broader community. The establishment of the
Office of the Family and the consequent subsuming
of youth affairs within it will achieve the opposite to
what young people need.
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The government does not recognise that young
people function as thinking people and need to
make the transition from dependence to
independence. The government denies their
existence outside the family structure. The proposed
establishment of the Office of the Family and the
disappearance of the Office of Youth Affairs means
young people will not have their own place within
the structure of this government, and will be
considered only as members of families.
It may surprise government members that many
young people are not current functioning members
of families but operate outside their original
families. Will they be listened to? Will they have
services provided to them? Will services be available
to them only if they return to their families or
present themselves as part of their families? The
young have missed out on their places because of
this transition. It is true that the family has a strong
influence over the lives of young people; the real test
is the support of the successful transition to
independence and autonomy. The disbanding of the
Office of Youth Affairs will not achieve that.

A major danger in the change is that the views of
young people will be subsumed by the needs of
families, which are often different. Under this
government the young people have lost their
independent focus and no longer exist as local
entities. That may change in the future when
election votes are important to this government.

TIti.s economic statement is not about real change but
is all about tinsel around the edges. Young people
want jobs and housing; they want to belong to and
participate in a community. They are like us, which
may surprise some, in that we need to do things
with and not to young people.
Young people are separate members from their
family units. Unless the young can be sold for profit
by this government or can create wealth for Victoria,
the government considers they are not worthy of
serious attention by it except at election periods
when their votes count and when they are targeted
through chatting at them on an FM radio station and
offering them a few false promises. This government
must demonstrate whether it has the guts to honour
those promises.
Why should we be surprised about this economic
statement? We must remember that young people
cannot be sold for profit or create wealth for
Victoria - except, maybe, at election time!
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I shall break with the tradition of speaking for my
allocated 30 minutes and instead I hope I can set a
standard for other honourable members. In that way
perhaps we can more properly contribute to the
debate.
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I support the autumn
economic statement.

Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr LUPTON - Careful, Eddie, or you will be
thrown out as you nearly were during question time
today.
The economic statement is a great document.
Members of the opposition have not bothered to
read the statement - or if they have, they cannot
understand it.
The government has arrived at an expenditure
figure which puts Victoria on the right foot. We are
back into the black. After a decade of Labor
mismanagement we were so far into the red it was
not funny. It was an embarrassment, yet we have
heard members of the opposition rubbish the
Treasurer for daring to introduce this economic
statement. Although many opposition members
cannot read, others have not bothered to read the
statement.
I have a lot of respect for the honourable member for
Williamstown.

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr LUPTON - His father-in-law was a liberal,
and the honourable member should also be a
liberal. He was talking about Victoria having the
worst unemployment rate in the country.
Apparently he expects this government to fix up 10
years of Labor mismanagement in only a short time.
In 1992 this state was regarded as the pits because of
the mob now sitting on the opposition benches. The
honourable member said we would target the
creation of only 150 000 jobs, but that is more than
the Labor government ever anticipated creating.

He said these things would catch up with us.
Victorians have gone to the polls twice now and
have returned this government. These things have
certainly caught up with the Labor Party. It has been
thrown into opposition with such a minority that it
is an embarrassment. Labor members harp and
growl that they are doing wonderful things for their
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constituents, yet Victorians have said, 'We want
responsible financial management'.
The honourable member for Niddrie congratulated
the Treasurer for introducing his economic
statement; he then got on to stories about bottles of
bubbly. For the balance of his allocated 30 minutes
he ripped into the Premier on a wild fishing
expedition; he had no facts or figures.
I am getting sick and tired of the Labor Party talking
about unemployment being caused by this
government. In 1989 the then Labor government
came to the SECV and said, 'You will accept
voluntary departure packages'. In the SEC, between
October 1989 and November 1991 -little more than
two years - work force numbers dropped from
24000 to 12 000. We hear moans and groans from
the opposition because the federal coalition parties
are in power and aim to cut 15 000 jobs in the whole
of the federal public sector employment; yet the
former Victorian Labor government got rid of about
12 000 in two years. Also the then MMBW lost 3000
workers and the Gas and Fuel shed about 4000 jobs.
The Labor government made about 19 000 people
unemployable.
I remember meeting with the union representatives
who came to my office at the SEC superannuation
fund headquarters and pleaded with the fund's
managers to invest money in the Latrobe Valley for
the creation of jobs; they wanted to boost the
economy in Traralgon. What a joke! Now the same
people who set out to demolish such things as the
SEC, the Gas and Fuel and, in fact, all Victoria are
complaining, bitching and moaning that the
government has increased unemployment to an
alarming extent.
The opposition also said the government was trying
to return to an AAA rating. It said the ALP
supported that, which is a change because in its 10
years in office it whittled the rating down so that
Victoria's rating had become an embarrassment. Our
shocking rating cost Victoria tens of millions of
dollars a year in infrastructure payments. In 1992
Victorians threw out this rabble and elected a
coalition government.

On the subject of law and order, my electorate had
three police stations: at Boronia, Femtree Gully and
Bayswater. Because the Labor government was
bankrupt it decided to close those stations and
establish another one near Knox City shopping
centre at a cost of about $750 000 a year in lease
payments.
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Despite what the community wanted and despite
what the facts and figures showed, an additional
police station was needed in Knox. No matter what
was said, the former Labor government was hell
bent on demoralising and destrOying law and order
in the community. It took the coalition government
time to purchase land and build a police station, but
it did it, and I am pleased to say the station opened
in Boronia a fortnight ago.
Knox also has the Institute of Plant Sciences. At one
time Victoria had a proud history in agriculture. It
exported to the world and led Australia in
agricultural development. However, during the
10 years of Labor the guts were ripped out of
Victoria's agricultural industry. It took the previous
Minister for Agriculture, Bill McGrath, to realise
what was going on, but since the coalition
government came to office more than $8.2 million
has been invested in the institute. Knox has again
become the leader in agricultural development,
exporting clean, fresh vegetables and flowers to the
world. People might ask what flowers have to do
with it, but it is a worldwide, billion dollar industry.
Look at the schools in Knox. When the coalition
government came to office glass was falling out of
school windows; roofs leaked; spouting and
guttering were non-existent; lighting was
insufficient; playgrounds were falling apart; asphalt
was cracked; and water pipes were broken. Schools
were in a state of neglect. All those problems were
addressed by the previous Minister for Education,
MrHayward.

In the past 12 months, $14.5 million has been spent
on roads in Knox - more than what was expended
in a decade under Labor. The roads required
complete reconstruction because during that 10
years nothing had been spent on maintenance.
Roads were unsafe. Look at the government's recent
history: the reconstruction and duplication of
Mountain Highway; the widening of Burwood
Highway to six lanes from Knox Shopping Centre to
Scoresby Road; and the duplication of Wellington
Road, which is now the Monash Highway. Why was
the name changed? The former Labor government
wanted to take responsibility for the road's
maintenance out of the hands of the City of Knox
and put it in government hands so it could
duckshove the issue.
In Knox, Berwick and Dandenong there are
enormous problems with homeless youth and
children requiring foster care. The previous Minister
for Community Services addressed that problem by
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allocating money to the SHAC program, which
provides a great deal of support to needy people.
The group operates 50 per cent above capacity; its
cheap and effective use of resources enables people
from Knox and the Sherbrooke and Berwick areas to
receive appropriate support in times of trouble.
In the old days public transport was inefficient. I
have travelled by train virtually every day for 37
years and I know it has been a challenge at times.
Some days you would leave home at 7.00 a.m. and if
you got to the city by 8.30 a.m. it was a bonus. Now
the trains are clean, fast and on time. The train will
get you there and back again. You know that if you
have to catch a train at 7.05 a.m. it will be there at
7.05a.m.

An earlier speaker mentioned the long waiting lists
in hospitals. All I can say is that in the first year of a
two-year period the number of patients that went
through the William Angliss Knox and Sherbrooke
Community Hospital increased by 10 per cent, and
in the second year the number increased by another
12.5 per cent. I am sure somebody with more brains
than I have will be able to work it out but I think that
is probably a 25 per cent increase in the number of
patients going through the hospital. That is the
positive side of the issue.

I suggest that the budget has not been read by
opposition members. The worst-case scenario is the
Berlin Wall in Boronia - the infamous railway
crossing. According to the RACV it is the worst
intersection in Victoria. Despite the fact that the last
Labor transport minister was the local member,
nothing was done about it. It took the coalition
government to decide to spend $10 million in this
financial year and a total of $28 million over the next
three years to put the railway line underground.
That is the greatest advancement for Boronia in 50
years. The police station is a big step forward, but a
new underground railway line will certainly be an
asset. It will give the town a chance to expand.
I understand a deal has been done and that I am
supposed to shut up soon, so I will conclude my
contribution. It is sad to find yourself curtailed when
you are talking about good news. My area has seen a
great deal of expenditure. The Knox electorate
embraces four suburbs, and in the government's
next term the school program will expand. Stage 3 of
the Rowville Secondary College will be undertaken
at last and the Lysterfield Primary School will be
relocated to a new site.
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I believe the economic statement is a
forward-thinking document. It does not deserve the
ridicule that has been heaped on it by the
opposition. It is obvious that many opposition
members have either not read it or have
misunderstood it. I suggest they take it home and
analyse it. It says Victoria is back in the black and
back in business. I am proud to be a member of this
coalition government because it is making people
proud. They walk around with their heads up and
looking forward because they have put the Labor
Party back in opposition where it belongs.
Ms GARBUIT <Bundoora) - I thank the
member for Knox for giving up some of his time to
allow me to speak. I join the debate to speak on
behalf of the people of Bundoora, who are ordinary
Victorians in the sense that they are paying the price
of the economic statement. The Treasurer smiled
when he delivered his statement, but in homes in
Macleod, Rosanna, Greensborough and Watsonia
people are looking at their cheque books, paying
their bills and working out how much they have to
pay for school or preschool fees. They are not
smiling; they are struggling with the increased
burdens imposed on them by the government. They
know exactly what the Treasurer's smile means for
them: they are having to dip into their pockets to
pay more and more for less and less. Ordinary
people are suffering under the policies of this
government.

People in Bundoora will not receive any benefits
from the economic statement. They are not on the
gravy train with the mates of the Premier and the
government. The benefits are going to the mates the casino owners and grand prix organisers and
share owners and friends of the government.
Bundoora residents have not benefited in the same
way as the Premier and his family and his mates
have benefited.
One of the underlying problems is that the Premier
regards government as a business, and the citizens
of Bundoora and of this state are seen as customers
rather than as citizens with rights and
responsibilities. The ministers are referred to by the
Premier as his board of directors, and now he and
his family are the owners and he is paying himself a
dividend!
Bundoora residents are being treated with contempt
by the government and by the Premier, who treats
this Parliament with contempt, who treats question
time with contempt, and who treats democracy with
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contempt. They can be customers but they cannot be
citizens.
Mr Finn - Is that why they voted for us?

Ms GARBUlT - They did not vote for you; they
voted for me and I am very honoured to serve them.
I want to talk about the impact of this government's
harsh and misguided policies on the people of
Bundoora because it illustrates very clearly the
impact it is having and the burden it is placing on
ordinary people.
A major issue during the election was the future of
our hospitals. I can deal with the Epping hospital
very quickly. For the third time its opening was
announced with great fanfare by the then Minister
for Health prior to the election, but nothing has
happened. A sod has not been turned at the Epping
hospital. We are still waiting, and most of the
members in this house, even the younger ones, will
be dead and gone before we see that hospital built
by the government.
Mr Finn - Speak for yourself!

Ms GARBUlT - No, I am speaking for you too,
and you will not be around by the time the
government finally builds that hospital, if it ever
does. The Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre,
however, was a major issue in the election
campaign, and that reflects the concern of the people
of Bundoora who use the hospital. Over the past
three and a half years of this government our
regional hospital has been amalgamated, its budget
has been cut again and again and again, and its
services have been reduced. The waiting list has
blown out - there are thousands on the waiting list
at the moment - and there is a big black hole in the
budget reported to be $20 million, but $32 million is
probably closer to the mark. Patients are waiting in
emergency departments for hours and hours and
days and days and people are worried, rightly, that
despite the fact that they are dipping into their
pockets more and more they are getting fewer and
fewer services.
A particular concern has been expressed by veterans
because the repatriation hospital, which previously
provided them with an excellent service, has been
amalgamated with the Austin Hospital and they
now feel they are being turned away and treated like
second-class citizens. The veterans whom I spoke to
down at the local RSL said, 'We have been sold a
pup. This amalgamation has turned us into
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second-class citizens and we can't get the service
that we had before'.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order!
The debate will be assisted if the honourable
member for Bundoora speaks to the Chair and not to
the honourable member for Tullamarine. I also ask
the honourable member for Springvale to keep his
conversation down a bit.
Ms GARBUTr - When the Repat became part of
the Austin and Repatriation Medical Centre the
Keating federal government put in an extra
$140 million as part of that process, but what did the
state government do? It whipped the money out
again and veterans are now being short-changed.
To add insult to injury, the new hospital network
board last year released a consultant's report, a
business plan, for the Austin and Repatriation
Medical Centre, and it caused even more concern
than the long waiting lists, the long waiting time for
emergency services, the budget cuts, the bed
closures, the staff redundancies and the closure of
the emergency department at the Repat campus
after 8.00 p.m. The business plan outlined even more
reductions in beds; the appraisal was to reduce the
number of beds by more than half. But there's more.
The site of the former Austin Hospital is to be sold
off, and the report has a great list of services it
suggests should be privatised and contracted out or
commercialised. Not just hospital services but every
sort of service - food, cleaning, radiology and
outpatient services - will be privatised and, to cap
it all off, it has been suggested that people should
not go to hospital any more when they are sick; they
should go to a private hotel!
Page 17 of the report states that a private hotel will
provide accommodation suited to the needs of
patients requiring access to hospital facilities. The
people of Bundoora are less than impressed with the
proposal that they do not go to hospital but to a
private hotel and pay for it.
The final insult to our veteran community was the
expectation that they would just drift away. Page
231 of the report has a section on veterans drifting
away and that they no longer need to be catered for.
That, of course, became an election issue because
people had three and a half years of worrying about
what services would be left. In the last week of the
campaign, in a blatantly party-political exercise, the
network board sent out a letter to the constituents of
Bundoora and Ivanhoe. The letter tried to reassure
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people about the future of their hospital- the
hospital they had worked to pay for over
generations and that they had relied on for
generations.
The government-appointed directors put out a letter
purporting to reassure people that the hospital
would continue to serve them welL Unfortunately
for the people of Bundoora, the letter only made
things worse because it did not address any of the
issues they were worrying about. It did not address
further cuts to the budget, further closures of beds,
the fate of the people using the hospital, the selling
off of one of the sites, privatisation,
commercialisation or the private hotel. All it did was
make people worry even more because they could
see it was a party-political exercise that did not offer
the reassurance that was needed.
The people of Bundoora have seen what three and a
half years of cuts and harsh policies and the
government treating them as customers instead of
citizens and treating the state as a business instead
of looking after the needs of people has done. It has
meant fewer hospital beds, long delays in
emergency departments and long waiting lists.
I turn to the issue of tendering out by both local
government and other government services. In the
past couple of days it has come to my attention that
the laundry service at the Larundel psychiatric
centre has been tendered out.
Mr McArthur - That is a dreadful thing to
happen!

Ms GARBUTT - Perhaps it is not, but the
scandal that surrounds it is appalling. The Larundel
service has been tendered out to a Brisbane
company. That company's bid was late; it came in
well after the closure of the tender, but it won
nevertheless. Not only was it late but it was $150 000
more than the bid by the Victorian linen service and
involved more redundancies. That in itself would
save $500 000. In addition, we are now being told
that the equipment will be removed to Queensland.
The company will not use the $1 million washing
machine that was part of the $6 million renovation
completed a few years ago. Worse still, 32 jobs will
be lost from my electorate.
The area has an unemployment problem; jobs are a
major issue. However, because of this government's
mania for tendering everything out, it will lose
32 jobs. The state is paying a higher price anyway,
and it is all to a late bidder. Other institutions use
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the laundry as well as Larundel, including Kew
Cottages. The new service will not provide a service
to that institution any more; it will have to go
elsewhere. Instead of paying the current 98 cents a
kilo for its laundry, it will probably have to go to the
normal prevailing rates, which are around $1.80 a
kilo, which will add nearly $500 000 a year to its bill.
That money will come straight out of the pockets of
people with intellectual disabilities in Kew and
psychiatric disabilities in Larundel, and go to an
interstate bidder.
I am told that when the people assessing the tender
saw it, it was only - An honourable member interjected.

Ms GARBUTT - I am not telling you; you are
very vindictive!
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Perton) - Order!
The honourable member for Tullamarine!
Ms GARBUTT - I am told the bid was so poor
that people burst out laughing at one paragraph. So
I wonder - and I will make inquiries about it how on earth they managed to win that tender,
when it was late, higher priced and poorly written.
Another service currently tendered out is the library
service. The community has no say in what is being
tendered by local government - everything is up
for grabs. It does not matter whether you are
providing a children's service, an aged service, or
any sort of sensitive service - they all have to go.
Even though there are good arguments that some
services should be maintained by the public, they
are all up for grabs.
What makes it doubly insulting is that the services
are being tendered by unelected commissioners and usually with no consultation.
The Yarra Plenty Regional library Service is one of
the most efficient, advanced and largest in the state.
It has a great record. But it is being broken up by the
commissioners into three separate units: operations,
technical services and central services. That is
vigorously opposed by the community and by the
staff. They know that it will lead to poorer - and
probably dearer - services, and that there will be
charges for various parts of the service. It is just a
nonsense to have three services running this library.
In three days more than 1000 people signed petitions
demanding consultation about the issue and
reconsideration by the unelected commissioners.
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Apart from the inefficiency of such a move, it triples
the cost of preparing and monitoring the tenders. It
is a community resource; it should be left as a whole
and in public ownership.
Another matter causing great concern is the
proposed tendering out of the maternal and child
health service. That is again being done against the
wishes of the public, and other petitions have been
signed by more than 300 parents expressing great
concern about the effects of the tender process on
mothers and babies. Once again it is the
commissioners - the unelected commissioners who are making the decision. They have not ruled
out private companies putting in this tender and
winning it; and we could have people making
profits out of the problems of mothers and babies.
We must be assured that advice given will be to
assist only the mother and the baby, and not to help
the owner make a profit. Banyule has already closed
four centres and is using chemist shops in two
places, so it does not have a good record of
consulting parents and establishing what is needed.
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I was very concerned to read that the Minister for
Tertiary Education, Phil Honeywood, talked about
supporting a $1000 increase in fees. Young people in
my electorate carmot find $1000 extra in fees to get
their education, for heaven's sake! They are
struggling to find jobs and they do not have that sort
of ready disposable income. It is an absolute
nonsense.
The universities themselves are, of course, also very
concerned. I shall quote from a letter I received from
Professor Michael Osborne, the Vice-chancellor of
La Trobe University, because it clearly expresses his
concern for the future of the university and the
future of young people in my electorate. Professor
Osborne says:
It is my firm conviction that reducing the financial
support for La Trobe and other universities will have

massive long-term implications including not only the
short term effect of loss of employment opportunities
for the staff many of them live in my electorate -

There is more of the sell-off mania. The Norris Bank
Primary School has a pine plantation. It is a
community asset; it has been regarded by the
community and by the primary school as a
community asset, but it is being sold from under
people. There was no consultation; it was simply a
matter of 'Sell it off!'. People have protested and
have written letters to the Premier and to the
minister, but they have not even been afforded the
courtesy of a reply to their letters and to their
petition. The school is a Schools of the Future - -

An honourable member interjected.
Ms GARBUTI' - They are indeed, and it means
nothing. They are being treated with contempt.

Some SEC land in Bundoora is being sold off,
despite community concern that it is next to a very
environmentally sensitive forest - the Gresswell
forest. That will have an immediate impact on the
forest. The message the government is sending out
is: sell it off, get rid of it! - and that is exactly what
it is doing.
It was with great concern when I read today about
the government's proposal for the future of
universities. The La Trobe University is in my
electorate, and the RMIT is close to its boundary.
They serve the young people of my electorate. The
future of young people in this area is very much
under threat with these proposals.

but also the long-term effects of diminution of the
quality of a splendid education system. Of course there
will be dramatic effects on the attractiveness of La
Trobe and other universities as providers of education
to students from nearby South-East Asian countries
with catastrophic effects on an important 'industry'
earning Australia billions of dollars annually (some
$1.7 billion directly) quite apart from the goodwill.

In fact, in the papers Professor Osbome has joined a
long list of other vice-chancellors who are
condemning this move. In the Australian newspaper
of 16 May 1996, Professor Osborne is reported as
saying:
This is the worst moment that higher education has
ever faced ... this is going to lead to turmoil, worry,
stress and hell for just about everybody.

And I must say, for students who are doing the VCE
and are handing in their CATs right now, it is an
extra worry that they do not need.
I could go on and talk about local government
further, and the outrageous appointment of Vin
Heffernan to the position of commissioner in
Nillumbik, which is a job for the boys! He knows
absolutely nothing about that area. I could talk
about the proposal by Whittlesea commissioners to
allow only five councillors in the newly
reconstructed council when democracy is finally
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allowed back in, or the seven councillors in Banyule.
That will lead to an enormous reduction in
representation from what there was previously. But
of course, you would not worry about that, would
you?
I could talk about schools and about the impact of
large class sizes on children and how they are unable
to get individual assistance, or of the high fees for
preschools and the number of children now turning
up at schools without having gone to preschool.
However, I repeat: Bundoora families are suffering
under the impact of the policies of this government.
They know where the money is coming from. It is
coming from their pockets. They are paying more for
less.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENTI
(INTERIM 1996/1997) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 15 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - Every year we come
into the chamber to talk about how we are
responsible for the flowers, the walls of the building
and, possibly, the kitchen, because although we may
talk about an appropriation bill for Parliament the
reality is that this Parliament has no power over how
its money is spent. Year in, year out we talk about
reforming the situation - and this is not a party
political situation because government members
would also like to see reform of the archaic
legislation that guides the expenditure of moneys in
this Parliament.

Honourable members ought to be responsible in a
bipartisan way through the House Committee - on
which the governing party has a majority - for
spending moneys appropriated for the running of
Parliament. Time and again proposals have gone
forward to allow that to happen. I hope the new
Speaker will undertake some reforms that will allow
parliamentarians once and for all to become
responsible for their own housekeeping.
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The fact that Parliament has little to do with how the
money allocated by a vote taken in this house is
spent year in and year out makes a mockery of a
debate on parliamentary appropriation. I am not
being critical of anyone. I am simply stating the fact
that although we may appoint committees and
charge our fellow members with the responsibility
of looking after the interests of everyone in both
houses, the reality is that their power is limited.
Again I place on the record why it is necessary and
essential that in the near future we move forward to
ensure that appropriate reforms take place. The bill
is supported by members on both sides of the house
and is possibly the least controversial piece of
legislation Parliament debates each year. However,
it is about time we took on the task of reforming the
House Committee and the way funds are expended
on Parliament. As we move into the next century
and plans are in train for Parliament House to be
completed it is also time for Parliament itself to
move forward and make Certain that
parliamentarians are responsible for more than the
flowers in the garden, renovation of the stonework
after it has been commissioned and, possibly, what
is done in the kitchen, because much gets done
without the knowledge or approval of members.
The Minister of Sport, who is at the table, has
probably never understood how the appropriation
for Parliament is spent. I cannot blame him because
the majority of members actually think that their
fellow parliamentarians on the House Committee
have incredible power, that they decide how the
money is spent and what happens in this place. In
fact, members of the House Committee are
responsible for nothing of what takes place year in
and year out and have to explain to people that the
legislation that guides the House Committee makes
them responsible only for the flowers. It seems
hilarious to talk about the gardens, yet we do not
even know what the gardeners do. Although we
know they do an excellent job we do not hear
anything about what they do from day to day.

In supporting the bill I call on all honourable
members to at least take a responsible attitude by
moving forward and reforming the legislation that
provides appropriation to make sure members of
Parliament are responsible for their lot. After all, as
representatives elected to govern the state we should
have the power to govern the things that govern us.
Honourable members should be making the
decisions on matters that affect their daily lives as
parliamentarians and the workings of Parliament.
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Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I am pleased
to join the debate on the Appropriation (Parliament)
(Interim 1996/97) Bill. A number of important
services will be funded through the bill and this
building, which is a bastion of democracy and which
was designed more than 140 years ago by Peter Kerr,
will be maintained in the long term in the interests
of the people of Victoria.

I wish to foreshadow a few general comments on the
work of the parliamentary chambers, the electorate
offices and the electorate office staff. I will make
some general comments and refer to a couple of
articles. It is notable that late last year a federal
minister commented that the days of big
government spending cutbacks had become the
order of the day. According to an article published
in the Age of 24 March 1995 the former federal
finance minister, now the leader of the federal
opposition, Kim Beazley, said that ministers would
have to find more efficient ways of using existing
resources and referred to the prospect of future
savings in government welfare expenditure. The
article quotes Mr Beazley as stating:
With the resources that are available to the nation, we
have reached an end to substantially expanding outlays
in any particular area ...
The general tendency will be to recede from the
position we are now in. Without some dramatic change
in the taxation base or a change in community
attitudes, nothing else is possible.

In terms of general expenditure it is necessary for
Parliament to contemplate more efficient ways in
which government-funded resources can be
expended. Sir James Carter, a British scientist, noted
that unfortunately in recent years there has been a
bias against wealth creation in favour of so-called
Significant social activity, which ironically depends
for its support in the first place on wealth creation.
Therefore, Parliament has the responsibility of
ensuring that the moneys it raises are expended in
the most efficient way.
The implementation of new technology in the
Parliament is one area the House Committee might
have the opportunity of considering during this
period of appropriation. In a number of Parliaments
around the world laptop computers are used in
parliamentary chambers. Another use of new
technology concerns voting, and there are forms of
voting other than the traditional form used. in this
chamber. Although on one level I would be reluctant
to see a change in the current voting procedures, one
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must consider the best utilisation of time and the
best method of recording votes. The House
Committee may have an opportunity of considering
those issues in the coming period.
A number of committees are likewise funded and
staffed through the resources provided for in this
Appropriation (parliament) (Interim 1996/97) Bill:
they are the Community Development Committee,
the Crime Prevention Committee, the Economic
Development Committee, the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee, the new committee to
be chaired by the honourable member for Bendigo
East, the Federal-State Relations (Joint) Committee,
the House Committee, the Law Reform Committee,
the Ubrary Committee, the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee, the Road Safety Committee
and the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, which over the past three and a half
years has provided outstanding guidance to this
legislature on bills introduced into the Parliament by
the government and how they might impact upon or
infringe certain statutory principles outlined in the
governing legislation for the committee.
Three and a half years ago it was suggested that the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee was
modelled on a federal Senate committee, the
champion of which was the late Senator Alan
Missen, a champion of the fundamental rights and
freedoms of individuals. The committee had the
statutory responsibility of evaluating whether
legislation coming into Parliament trespassed upon
rights and freedoms or inappropriately delegated
legislative power or made rights, freedoms and
obligations depend upon insufficiently defined
administered powers and a number of other
statutory provisiOns.

In addition, the work of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee provided the opportunity
for a range of subcommittees to undertake some
important work that improved the effectiveness of
the work of the Parliament. One such example was a
subordinate legislation inquiry chaired by the
honourable member for Doncaster. Through that
inquiry some first-class legislation was introduced
which a number of subordinate legislation experts
and some academics believe leads the
commonwealth in terms of contemporary
provisions. The inquiry considered the role of
regulatory impact statements and sunset clauses,
and the criteria against which subordinate
legislation is assessed to determine whether the
principles of democracy are advanced in the longer
term.
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Recently the honourable member for Forest Hill
drew my attention to the words that appear in the
Parliament House vestibule:
Where no counsel is the people fall but in the multitude
of counsellors there is safety.
That is a reflection of the excellent work undertaken
by the parliamentary committees which are in turn
funded by this legislation.
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Mr THOMPSON - The honourable member for
Tullamarine says, 'Another Labor lie'. I shall quote
not the honourable member for Tullamarine but the
remarks of Ranald Macdonald, who said:

I did go to the gallery yesterday. The parliamentarians
entertained visitors; also inspected the parliamentary
dining room. I was with Speaker John Delzoppo who
chairs the House Committee.
Mark these words:

In addition, the legislation will fund the work of our
electorate offices and the wages paid to our
electorate office staff. As members of Parliament we
have become very reliant on the attention to detail,
research work and reliability of electorate office
staff. I have a very reliable electorate officer, Tim
Neve. Over the past three and a half years he has
dealt with inquiries from the public in relation to the
future of the Sandringham hospital. He has been
pleased to say that it does have a future under the
proposals announced by the Southern Health Care
Network for its future role and operation.

Beaumaris Primary School has received major
refurbishment funding and Beaumaris North
Primary School is in the process of seeking funding
to upgrade its facilities. These are matters which our
electorate office staff have to deal with along the
way.

I hesitate to say the Leader of the Opposition is telling
untruths or promulgating lies ...
To help the honourable members on the other side, I
advise them that the Leader of the Opposition at that
stage was Mr Kennan.
Mr Dollis - On a point of order, Mr Deputy
Speaker, I think the time has come to seek your
assistance in defending my honourable name in
relation to the House Committee, its activities and
powers. But given that the honourable member is
progressing to explain to us the almighty powers of
the House Committee, maybe we should allow him
to finish and ask you to rule accordingly.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! There is no
point of order.

In the past fortnight I am sure all members of the
chamber, including members of the opposition,
would have received submissions on the drug
debate and on gun law control. It is the
responsibility of electorate office staff to respond to
matters such as those in a prompt and efficient way
which involves the constructive dissemination of
worthwhile information.

Mr THOMPSON - Thank you, Mr Deputy
Speaker. I was just quoting the words used by
Ranald Macdonald, a former commentator on 3LO,
when he said:

The House Committee also has the responsibility of
looking after matters such as the general services
provided in the Parliament. One such area is the
parliamentary dining room. In that regard the
committee has some significant and notable
responsibilities. I have been reminded over the past
three and a half years of the oft-repeated suggestion
that there was a silver service in the parliamentary
dining room. For the members for Altona and
Pascoe Vale and other new members in this chamber
I will refer to a radio debate on 3LO chaired by
Ranald Macdonald. The suggestion was made by
Jim Kennan that there was silver service in the
Victorian Parliament.

Such misrepresentation does not serve the cause of
this Parliament or the House Committee; it does not
serve the interests of this Parliament when such
statements are made for cheap political advantage.

Mr Finn interjected.

I hesitate to say the Leader of the Opposition is telling
untruths or promulgating lies for political advantage,

but dearly the situation has been misrepresented.

A range of important services are alluded to in this
piece of legislation. Reference is made in clause 3,
the definition clause, to the construction,
replacement, renovation, renewal, protection and
development of parts of the building and
expenditure incidental to those activities. While this
bill will not fund substantive improvements to the
Parliament, it will help to maintain and upgrade the
present services and offices within the building
which I will speak to briefly.
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This very fine building was designed by John

George Knight and Peter Kerr, architects with
English experience. The chamber in which we are
debating at the moment was completed in 1856,
along with the Legislative Council chamber. These
two chambers are regarded as some of the finest
parliamentary chambers in the world. The library
was completed in 1860, when a decision was made
to establish a collection of books from the
18th century. Some 5000 books were acquired to
assist the work of parliamentarians in the early days.
This unique collection, together with newspapers
that date back to the first editions of the Argus, the
Age and the Port Phillip Herald, is looked after by the
Library Committee, which is also funded through
this piece of legislation. That is a further example of
the many important services which are funded by
the bill and which strengthen on an ongoing basis
this bastion of democracy, which serves the welfare
and wider interests of the people of Victoria.
I am pleased to support the bill. Before I conclude I
take the opportunity to comment on the wider
economic context of the legislation. Earlier this
evening we heard speeches by two new members of
the chamber, the honourable members for Altona
and Pascoe Vale. I was a little surprised by their
economic theories, given the contents of the article I
happened to chance on at page 3 of the Age of
4 December 1995. Under the heading ALP's left
embraces new economics in historic policy shift' the
journalist Shaun Carney writes:
I

The Labor Party's left wing has instituted an historic
policy shift, declaring that economic growth must be
the prime objective of all federal Labor governments.

I extrapolated from that the view that the Labor
Party had taken its lead from the paper prepared by
an honourable member in another place, who did an
economic review of the performance of the former
Labor government. In the words of Sir Arvi Parbo, it
is important that we recognise that a worthwhile
society must be underpinned by a prosperous
economic base. Before money can be expended on a
range of worthwhile objectives, such as those
enunciated in great detail by opposition members, it
first of all needs to be raised. It is also important to
realise that the money must be wisely spent, bearing
in mind that the funds allocated in the bill are
derived from the wealth base of Victoria through
taxation and through the limited revenue the state
receives from the commonwealth by way of income
tax reimbursements.

Wednesday, 29 May 1996

I shall conclude by expressing my strong support for
one of the committees that I alluded to earlier, the
new Federal-State Relations Committee, which is to
be chaired by the honourable member for Bendigo
East. It will play a very important role over the next
four years in working out how to better allocate
powers and resources between the Victoria and the
commonwealth to ensure that the purposes of
federation as envisaged by our founding fathers and
as adapted in the day-to-day operation of
government in Victoria serve the long-term interests
of good government in this state. I am pleased to
support the objects of the bill.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) - In the
interests of continuity I am pleased to fill the breach
that remains between now and 10.00 p.m., especially
since there was nobody on the opposition side with
sufficient alacrity to leap to his feet! The bill is
extremely important because it enables the
continuation of the operations of Parliament. For
that reason it should be treated with a great deal of
care and consideration.

The honourable member for Sandringham spoke
with great eloquence on the multitude of matters
that are affected by the bill, including the salaries
that are paid to electorate officers who serve
honourable members on both sides of the house
with skill, care and dedication. I make one point,
which I hope will be taken up by the government. I
believe the salaries that are paid to the electorate
officers are meagre. I hope that in the near future the
government may feel it is in a position to address the
salaries that are paid to those who serve honourable
members with dedication and distinction and who,
in the course of their duties, also serve the
electorates we represent. Their meagre salaries do
not reflect the work they do. As I said, I hope the
government will take note of these comments and
see its way clear to make some adjustments to those
salaries as soon as possible. If that is not done, many
of us will be in danger of losing the services of our
electorate officers, who are likely to take up
positions which carry less responsibility but offer
higher salaries. It would be a great pity if that were
toDCCUr.
The appropriation bill provides for the overall
running of the Parliament. The institution is of great
Significance. It is the bastion of democracy in this
state; it is the final recourse for the people; and it is
an historic and an important place. I hope we will
not see a continuation of the tendency that I have
observed developing over recent years to denigrate
the significance of this place.

ADJOURNM ENT
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Mr Micallef - We wouldn't dare!
Mr RICHARDSON - I would have to say that it
was to honourable members such as the honourable
member for Springvale that I was directing my
remarks. I make the point that the honourable
member for Springvale is one among a number of
honourable members who appear in the chamber
without their coats, and some even have their ties
undone. I am concerned that there has been a
deterioration in the observance of proper standards
of dress and behaviour in this place. It would
enhance the standing of this place if honourable
members were to take more account of the
significance of the institution and the dignity that
should be accorded to it.
I made the point at the beginning of my remarks that
I saw myself as playing an interim role. It is now
almost 10.00 p.m., so with that comment I shall
conclude.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Remaining stages
Passed remaining stages.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Education) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Heidelberg printing presses:
asbestos removal
Mr CARLI (Coburg) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Planning and Local Government,
who is also the minister responsible for major
projects, the Museum of Victoria's current plans for
the remodelling and refurbishing of the old
Heidelberg printing presses at Wolse1ey Street,
Coburg. The removal of asbestos from the roof of
that building is being overseen by the major projects
unit, but I particularly direct the minister's attention
to the behaviour of the contractors, A.c. and
A.J. Tivendale.
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In this case the contractors ignored occupational
health and safety regulations and were found
crushing asbestos at the site, which caused asbestos
dust to spread throughout the local area. Local
residents, who are concerned about the hazards,
contacted the occupational health and safety
inspectors who, on 23 March, found that the
contractors were breaking Victorian regulations on
asbestos removal. A number of abatement orders
were served on the company, which was told to
clean up its act. However, the company continued its
practices in contempt of the needs and wants of the
local residents. Inspectors from the occupational
health and safety inspectorate were called in on
numerous occasions to control the behaviour of the
asbestos removal contractors. Finally, on 7 April the
company's licence was revoked, and on 14 April
hygiene inspectors declared the site safe. However,
more asbestos was found on the site and further
clearances were performed on 7 May.

Residents are concerned about what has happened
on the site. Will the minister examine why the
project manager of the major projects unit appointed
the contractors to do the job when it was well known
both in the industry and by the occupational health
and safety inspectors that they were cowboys and
were known not to have followed the regulations on
a number occasions? Will the minister ensure that
there is no contamination of the local area? Residents
would also like full inspections of the site to be made
and to be informed of any possible contamination or
health effects.
The whole project has been a disaster. There is a
need to follow up this matter and ensure that local
residents are comfortable with what has happened.
Everyone has admitted that the wrong contractors
were appointed to do the job. The residents are very
uncomfortable about the entire procedure.

Epsom racecourse
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I draw to the attention
of the Minister for Sport the proposed closure of the
Epsom racecourse. I am sure the minister is aware
that for some time the Victoria Racing Oub has been
planning to close the racecourse. I am sure he is also
aware that despite the privatisation of the TAB, the
VRC committee has always had the ability to decide
what it should do with the racecourse. In particular,
I draw to the minister's attention a meeting that took
place some time ago between the VCR, various
members of Epsom racecourse and the trainers, who
I believe are getting an unfair deal from the VRC.
Although my wife is more involved than I am in
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spending money on racing, I would describe the
trainers as the salt of the earth. They are
hardworking people who do what they feel is best
for the industry. In the time I have been involved
with the issue I have seen those people getting a raw
deal, especially in light of the possible closure.
I am concerned, firstly, to see that the people who
have spent a Significant amount of money to stay at
Epsom are looked after by the VRC. I well remember
a breakfast I attended at the racecourse prior to a
change of management, at which the future of
Epsom was guaranteed.
It seems to me that many of those people have what
I regard as a legitimate claim to ensure that the VRC
looks after them throughout whatever future
changes there may be at Epsom. I recognise that it is
the right of the VRC, not the government, to decide
what happens to Epsom racecourse, but I think it is
also the responsibility of the VRC to ensure that it
looks after the people who are associated with the
racing industry. Because, frankly, if the VRC does
not look after the people at Epsom it may not look
after others associated with other tracks such as
Cranbourne.

I have already sought from the minister the
opportunity to arrange a meeting between the VRC,
the minister and me and those affected by events at
the racecourse.
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appreciate how severe the problem is when there are
450 referrals and accommodation for only 20 people.
The issue is particularly relevant when the house is
about to debate the report of the Premier's Drug
Advisory Council on Friday. We should be doing all
we can to ensure that young people are not left
exposed to drug dealers. Obviously if we are not
providing them with secure and adequate housing
we are leaving them at risk.
Most of the people I have been discussing this
matter with - the youth workers and those
associated with the youth accommodation group say the children or young adults have had to leave
home mainly because of family relationship
problems or breakdowns. In many cases the reasons
for the problems with family relationships are
related to either violence or sexual offences in the
home, so it is really impOSSible for these young
people to remain at home waiting for some sort of
emergency accommodation to become available.
The problem arises not only in Essendon - the
honourable member for Altona also mentioned it
earlier - but in the western suburbs as well. The
young people are just left totally homeless and seek
accommodation in the streets and trains or
anywhere else they can find it. No additional
accommodation has been built in Essendon in the
last two years, and no support workers have been
employed in that time.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LEIGH - I do not want to get involved in the
Labor Party's antics.
The DEPUIY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.

I strongly ask the Minister for Youth and
Community Services or his representative to look
positively at providing both additional youth
accommodation in Essendon and also youth support
workers to assist in providing adequate and safe
housing for young people, which is the least they
can expect of the society in which we live.

Essendon: homeless youth accommodation
Petrol: country prices
Mrs MADDIGAN (Essendon) - I ask the
Minister for Sport to direct to the attention of the
Minister for Youth and Community Services the lack
of accommodation for homeless youth in the
Essendon area.

This issue has recently been brought to my attention
by the Essendon youth accommodation group, a
body that oversights the limited resources for youth
homeless people in Essendon. The group currently
operates 10 two-bedroom units, which is virtually
the only housing available in the area. Last year the
group received 450 referrals. The house can

Mr SAVAGE (Mildura) - I direct a matter to the
Minister for Fair Trading through the minister at the
table. Mr Deputy Speaker, as you are well aware,
country petrol prices are exorbitant. At the moment
the price in Mildura is 82.9 cents, and in Footscray
yesterday it was 68.5 cents, a difference of 14 cents.
The Sunraysia Daily of 28 September states:

Mr Kennett said at times there was up to 20 cents a litre
difference in fuel prices.
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'Rural residents have been forced to pay high taxes and
charges like all other Victorians yet they are constantly
like second class citizens', he said.
Mr Kennett said the investigation would focus on the

reasons for the unusually high fuel prices and detail
possible solutions.
On 23 March the Sunraysia Daily ran the headline
'Premier acts on petrol pricing' and reported the
Premier as saying:

... the coalition government's petrol pricing policy
would introduce a fuel price reporting system and
ensure the deregulation of fuel transport.
Consumers in country Victoria will be able to buy
petrol at fair prices, and unfair price discrimination will
be identified and outlawed.
When will the Laidley agreement be deregulated so
there is opportunity for independent operators to
obtain petrol at the terminal gate and when will the
oil companies be required to publish their wholesale
prices each day?

Rosebud: foreshore management
Mr DIXON (Dromana) - I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management the Rosebud foreshore committee of
management. Rosebud foreshore stretches from
Dromana to West Rosebud and Chinamans Creek. It
has beautiful natural bushland and beaches and
people have camped in the area for generations.
Locals and visitors use the area for recreation, but
there are a few problems.
The Rosebud foreshore committee of management
was recently reviewed and is not operating at
present. Amenities blocks in the area are falling into
disrepair and are not being cleaned regularly; the
vegetation is overgrown with weeds and introduced
species; the tennis courts on the foreshore have not
been maintained for two years and are overgrown;
there is no access to the beach; and the beautiful
vista of Port Phillip Bay cannot be seen.
There are some wonderful local groups on the
peninsula who are keen to get onto the foreshore to
work and rejuvenate it. They are not expecting
handouts but they want the foreshore committee to
be reconstituted so they can get stuck into it. The
rangers are on side and they are working hard, but
they need the guidance of the foreshore committee.
The Rosebud Regional Development Council has
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had numerous working bees utilising locals who are
prepared to work for nothing.
I ask the minister to urgently appoint a new
Rosebud foreshore committee of management so the
regeneration work can be commenced and
community enthusiasm can be captured.

Werribee: toxic waste dump
Ms GILLETI (Werribee) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Planning and Local
Government the proposal by CSR and Brambles to
develop a toxic waste dump at Werribee. The
minister has called for the preparation of an
environment effects statement in accordance with
the appropriate procedures. A consultative
committee including local residents has been
established to prepare the framework for the
statement.

At a recent meeting of the consultative committee,
which I attended, members of the committee raised
specific questions about the government's overall
policy on the safe disposal of toxic waste throughout
the state. Will the minister advise the house about
the government's policy?
I advise the minister that the residents ofWerribee
strongly oppose being singled out again, a decade
later, as a site to take the worst of the waste for a
large proportion of the state. At a recent public
meeting the 400 or 500 residents of Werribee who
attended were totally outraged - to use a word I
heard in this place this afternoon - that they have
been singled out to deal with the issue on their own.
They feel no responsibility is being taken by the
government on this important issue.

Melbourne Airport
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I raise with the
Premier the future of Melbourne international
airport, an issue of great concern to thousands of
people in my electorate. The government and I have
been strong supporters of the privatisation of the
airport for some time. Survey after survey has
proven that Melbourne Airport is the no. 1 airport in
Australia. It was recently voted among the five best
airports in the world.

I congratulate John Taylor and his team at the
airport for the magnificent job they have done,
especially considering that they have had their
hands tied behind their backs by the Federal
Airports Corporation.
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After 10 years of Labor government the people of
my electorate have been waiting for the federal
government to decide the future of Melbourne
Airport. I am concerned about stories emanating
from Canberra that the Howard federal government
will allow the Federal Airports Corporation or some
other group to maintain control over airports along
the east coast of Australia. That will kill competition,
kill Melbourne's advantage and kill the 30 ()()()..plus
jobs created as a result of competition from which
Melbourne Airport would benefit.
I ask the Premier to make immediate representations
to the federal Minister for Transport and Regional
Development, the Honourable John Sharp, to ensure
that Melbourne's interests are protected. I spoke to
the federal minister's office today and was informed
there is still plenty of time for discussions. The
matter will not be decided for some months yet, so it
is not a foregone conclusion.
I ask the Premier to speak to the federal government,
not just as a Liberal Premier, but as a Victorian and
Melbumian and as someone who has the best
interest of Melbourne Airport at heart. Go to
Canberra and tell them the facts and bring home the
best deal we can get for Melbourne's international
airport.
Mr Leigh intetjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Mordialloc has spoken on
the adjournment debate and should remain silent.

Housing: high-rise demolition
Ms KOSKY (Altona) - I raise for the attention of
the Minister for Housing the Liberal Party's election
policy of demolishing at least one high-rise tower
during the next four years. The commitment also
related to relocating residents to alternative
accommodation.

Concern has been expressed by tenants in high-rise
accommodation about which towers will be
demolished, the consultation process, the time lines,
the plans for the relocation and where the residents
will be relocated. They want to know whether they
will be housed in the same community in which they
have lived for a long time. I ask whether some
details can be provided on the high-rise towers that
will be demolished, the time lines involved, the
plans for relocation of the residents and the time
allowed for consultation.
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Ironbark sawmill, Rushworth
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - The matter I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Agriculture and
Resources is about resource security for an ironbark
sawmill in Rushworth. G. Risstrom and Sons Pty Ltd
is a family business which has been operating in the
Rushworth forest over the past 70 years and which is
currently operated by Mr Wes Risstrom. At first, the
business was operating in the firewood trade; since
1935 it has been operating a sawmill and has been
cutting bridge timber and timber for fencing
droppers. The state of Victoria has about 300 000
hectares of ironbark forests, with something in the
order of 30 000 hectares in the Rushworth forests
alone. I understand Risstroms is the only ironbark
sawmill in Victoria, and it uses a mere 730 cubic
metres of sawlogs per annum.
Incredible though it may seem, since 1935 they have
been operating on an annual allocation; they have
had no resource security whatever, just year to year.
But the company is now considering an investment
of some $100 000 in kiln drying and dressing
equipment to do some value adding, to produce a
better product, and to turn $200 000 of sawn timber
into about $1 million worth of kiln-dried hardwood
for the fine furniture industry. There is a business in
Rushworth, Bovalino's, that could potentially
employ another 25 people turning that wood into
furniture.
The problem is the lack of security of supply of
ironbark logs. The proprietor and, certainly, the
financial institutions need. a little more security
before they invest in the new business. Given that
there are some 300 000 hectares of ironbark forests in
the state, I am asking the minister to use her good
offices to ensure that this small family-owned
company is given security of supply for the 700 to
1000-cubic-metre annual requirement of saw logs
which is needed to enable this additional investment
to be undertaken, to secure the existing jobs in the
Rushworth area, and to create additional jobs in this
very important industry.

Intellectual disability services:
long-term care
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Youth and Community
Services on behalf of my constituent Mr Brusasco,
who has an intellectually disabled son, Alessandro. I
shall read from the report of the Older Adolescent
Service of the Royal Otildren's Hospital and then
ask for the action:
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Alessandro is 20 years of age and is currently attending
Jamieson Park Secondary College, with full-time
integration aid. This educational setting is
inappropriate for Alessandro's age and Mr Brusasco is
requesting a more appropriate vocational/day
placement. Disability services worker has completed
the adult training support services assessment and
referral ...

Mr Brusasco has requested the use of respite services
for emergencies. Disability services worker has
completed a referral for respite.
Mr Brusasco would like Alessandro to be placed on the
long-term needs register, as Mr Brusasco wishes to
ensure prOvisions are made for his son, after he is no
longer able to care for Alessandro. Disability services
worker has completed a referral for long-term
accommodation.

Therein lies the problem. Every referral has been
completed, but there is no place to help the members
of this unfortunate family, who have been. looking
after Alessandro. I am personally familiar with the
situation, particularly as a former teacher at the
St Albans Secondary College. A secondary college is
not the place for a 20-year-old man in that situation,
even with full-time aid.
First, I ask the minister to look at the situation and to
provide some relief for the family, which is worried
about Alessandro's future. He needs to get into an
adult training unit. He needs a place now, not in two
or three years time when a vacancy might become
available. Secondly, I ask the minister to assure the
members of this family that there will be long-term
care for Alessandro when they are no longer able to
look after him. The family members are ageing and
some are ill. So far they have managed to care for the
20-year-old, but it is a strain. He has visited my
office at least three times in the past three weeks.
I ask the minister to provide a carer and to reassure
the family that services will be provided as
required--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.

Gun control
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - I ask the
Minister for Sport to direct to the attention of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services a
situation regarding feral and wild dogs. When a
wild dog escapes a snare or trap it becomes almost
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impossible to catch. In that situation, the only option
available to the landowner is to shoot it. In such a
situation a firearm and a special licence is required
by the landowner.
In April 1993 on the Heatherlie property at
Tallangatta a dog slipped a noose and escaped. The
dog's foot was left in the snare and the real problem
has been. created from that point. Prior to that
incident stock losses in 1992 totalled 7 - the figures
include sheep that died and sheep that were mauled.
In 1993 stock losses totalled 23; in 1994, 46; in 1995,
112; and up to March this year they totalled 98 mostly from the same dog.

Mr Kennett interjected.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - On three legs;
three-legged dogs are a bigger problem. I am glad to
have the Premier on side on this matter. Once a dog
is in any way incapacitated it relies on sheep for
food - an easier form of prey.
I ask that the exemptions for the retention of
firearms include farm owners who demonstrate that
semiautomatic rifles are the only solution for them if
they face such a problem. In the case I outlined the
landowner shot the dog with a semiautomatic
centre-fire 243 rifle. Without that particular firearm
the opportunity to get rid of a dog which creates a
major problem such as I have identified is almost
impOSSible.
I ask the minister to remember this when he has the
opportunity to review the situation - -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.

Rail: Upfield line
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - The matter I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Transport
concerns the Upfield railway line. I note that the
Minister for Public Transport, as he was then
known, wanted to close that line in 1993 and made
an announcement to that effect, although I
understand that recently he has backed down on
that position. He has decided to keep the line open
and provide some funding, although I note that
despite his announcement of a $25 million allocation
the economic statement reveals that only $4 million
will be spent in the next financial year.
I ask the minister to investigate whether provision
can be made for the construction of a railway station
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to serve the Campbellfield community. The
suggestion has been made that a railway station
could be built near Kmart on the corner of Camp
Road and the Hume Highway or further north near
Somerset Road.
I seek an assurance from the minister that he will
look after the people and residents of the
Campbellfield area and provide a railway station to
service that community when he undertakes the
long-awaited upgrading of the Up field railway
line - given that he has reversed his decision of
January 1993 to close the line.
The Upfield line is an important component of our
transport network and the people of Campbellfield
deserve a station that services one of the two
locations. Those locations ought to be considered by
the minister and he ought to provide the funds that
will allow people to use the wonderful Upfield
railway line, which services communities
throughout the northern suburbs. I ask the minister
to take that into account.

Responses
Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - The honourable
member for Tullamarine raised the issue of
Melbourne Airport, which has concerned him for
many years. The government is genuinely concerned
about the potential sale of Tullamarine airport to the
same purchasers who may acquire the Sydney or
Brisbane airports. The previous federal government
had in place a 15 per cent cross-ownership limit
which meant that whoever bought Sydney airport
could not take more than a 15 per cent interest in the
Melbourne or Brisbane airports. However, the 15 per
cent limit has been removed, which would enable a
potential purchaser to buy all three airports - in
whole, with a majority shareholding or a minority
shareholding, but one that could influence the way
the airports are run.
The government's concern is that without a
cross-ownership requirement limiting a potential
buyer in the way that was proposed initially, a
person could buy all three airports and favour
Sydney or Brisbane over Melbourne. There would
still be a reasonable return from Melbourne, but the
Sydney or Brisbane airports would be developed
ahead of Melbourne Airport.

Our concern is not parochial in the sense that we do
not want Sydney to get ahead; there are reasons that
Melbourne Airport should be developed. It has no
curfew, unlike Sydney, and Victoria produces more
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than 30 per cent of Australia's food from about 3 per
cent of the landmass. I believe the food industry will
be one of the major industries in the 21st century. If
we are going to maximise the opportunities the
purchaser of the Melbourne Airport must be
absolutely committed to developing the airport in
the interests of all Victorians - not exclusively but
from a position of strength.
I am not sure whether the federal legislation will be
passed this session but I have taken the matter up
with some of my colleagues in Canberra and I
mentioned it last night during my address at the
National Farmers Federation annual dinner. I will
take further representations to Canberra in the next
few days.
The house should not take the issue lightly, nor
should the broader business community including,
although not exclusively, farmer interests. As I said
earlier, I hope we can quickly establish a task force
that will comprise in part the task force established
by the Committee for Melbourne, together with
interested parties, to convince the federal
government to put back in place realistic
cross-ownership laws in the interests of Melbourne's
development and of competition policy as led by
Professor Hilmer. I will approach all Victorian
members of the federal Parliament, whether they are
in the House of Representatives or the Senate, to
acquaint them with our concerns. As I said this
morning, I hope the matter will be given bipartisan
support and I ask the Leader of the Opposition to
write to his federal colleagues as well as ours so they
understand that we want a bipartisan approach.
If this is to be processed fairly quickly, we do not
have much time. If we lose the opportunity for
Melbourne, based on its assets and strengths, to be
developed in full competition with Sydney and
Brisbane, I have no doubt that we will live to regret
the day we did not move more quickly on it.

The honourable member for Altona referred to the
government's policy on pulling down a high-rise
tower in this parliamentary term. High-rise units are
coming to the end of their life span. Based on the
advice of technical engineers, there is somewhere
between 20 and 30 years left in those old buildings
before they reach their use-by dates, and if we are to
have an orderly transfer of residents - that is, fill
some units and not others - we will have to start
the process now.
I understand her concern for members of the
community who are currently residents in high-rise
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units in trying to identify which units will be
selected for demolition in this four-year period, but
at this stage we cannot inform her simply because
we have not completed the work necessary to
determine which high-rise tower will be selected for
demolition.
With the passage of time and the work being done I
assure her that consideration will be given to the
interests of the community, bearing in mind that the
life of those towers is quickly coming to an end.
Many senior citizens feel very secure in the high-rise
towers even though some people are critical of them.
They feel comfortable, and that is understandable if
one takes as an example the tower in South
Melbourne which has perhaps the most spectacular
views of the bay of any development in that area.
That tower is in a very privileged position. I am not
suggesting that that is the one to go; I am simply
recognising, based on my experience as a former
housing minister, that although those of us who do
not live in high-rise buildings are the first to criticise
them, the same criticism is not generally appreciated
by the tenants of those units. We will inform the
community and the honourable member as the work
is done.
The honourable member for Mildura referred to
petrol pricing. I can only inform him that this is not a
new issue, and he would be well aware that it has
concerned all of us for many years. He will probably
recall that during the election campaign the member
for the federal seat of Gippsland, Peter McGauran,
who is now the Minister for Science and Technology,
and I made an announcement about how, after a
change of government federally, we would move
towards a more transparent system by removing
some of the rules and regulations currently applying
to ensure that the public was fully aware of the
pricing fix.
This is not an easy issue and governments of both
political persuasions have been addressing it for
many years without making a substantial impact.
One of the real problems in country Victoria is that,
regrettably, the volume of petrol sold through retail
outlets is substantially lower than the volume sold in
the metropolitan area. In many country towns there
is not just one retail outlet but three or four and in
provincial cities there can be more than three dozen.

A service station in my metropolitan area may sell
250 000 litres of petrol a week, which is a substantial
volume, and that is the real test of profitability; it
comes from volume rather than price. In the country,
however, where possibly only 50 000 litres or less is
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sold at a service station the operator - and it is
normally a family operation - is entitled to charge a
price that will give him or her a return.
Transportation costs are no more than 1.5 per cent
anywhere in the state, but after excluding the
distributor costs a retailer at the end of the chain
charges sometimes as much as an extra 10 cents a
litre in order to get a return. One of the answers is a
rationalisation of service stations in rural Victoria.
I do not know if the honourable member is
advocating that; I am certainly not, because it will
mean you will have to force a lot of small businesses
to close, or buy them out - and that would
obviously be the better way of doing it, but it does
present a real problem because you will be denying
people their business opportunity.
The other aspect of all of this, which I think those in
metropolitan Melbourne perhaps appreciate a little
more than those in country Victoria - because
country Victorians with small stations do not see the
same range of services - is the enormous revenue
that is generated through the sale of non-petroleum
products at service stations these days. So it is not
just food and takeaway gear; in many cases it is
hardware lines, automotive equipment, and so on.
Much of the revenue in terms of profit is generated
by the non-petroleum products that are sold. In
many of these Shell Select and 7-Eleven stores the
amount of business that is generated actually allows
the operators to go for volume in petrol by reducing
their price, simply because they have this other
source of revenue. That does not apply in most
country towns, simply because there are not the
number of people around and they do not sell the
same amount of petrol.
At the moment there is a move under way by petrol
station operators to try to eliminate, over a fairly
short period of time, the distributors who exist
between the point of sale of the petroleum initially
and the retailer. That would eliminate some costs,
but not in all cases, because some areas do not have
distributors in the chain. I can assure the honourable
member that this is an issue we have been
addressing for a long time. In order for it to work
properly it needs a federal approach. I hope that
federal approach comes quickly. Please bear in mind
that even if we address some of these issues, such as
transparency and the removal of the Laidley
agreement, it will help to some degree, but it will not
solve the whole problem. It simply comes down to
the fact that if you are selling only 35 000 or 50 000
litres of petrol a week, you have to put a higher price
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on the product you are selling in order to generate
an income for yourself and for your family. Unless
you want to reduce the number of outlets in the
bush, you will have to accept the responsibility of
having to pay a slightly higher price than that which
applies in the city.
I should say finally that although there is this
disparity between Melbourne and country prices,
the price of petrol in Australia is still substantially
lower than it is in many places in the world. We will
have to bear that in mind as we look at the overall
equation.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - The honourable member for
Dromana raised with me the matter of the Rosebud
foreshore and the need for the appointment of a new
committee of management. As the member
indicated, it is an important part of Port Phillip Bay
and the conservation values, as well as the recreation
values, of that foreshore are appreciated and enjoyed
by both the residents of Rosebud and thereabouts,
many of whom retire there because of the
conservation and recreation values in that bay area,
and also by the many visitors who go there, either
on a regular annual basis to camp on the foreshore
or families who take young children there because of
the safety of that beach.

As the honourable member indicated, over the past
few years unfortunately there have been neglect in
the maintenance of the foreshore and problems with
the committee of management. These were brought
to the attention of my predecessor, the honourable
Mark Birrell, and work has been done on a number
of counts to address the matter.
I am happy to be able to indicate to the honourable
member for Dromana that I have only recently
approved a new committee of management,
consisting of two officers from the Momington
Peninsula Shire Council, John Bennie and Dermis
Corbett; the general manager of the Melbourne
Parks and Waterways in that area, Nigel Caswell;
two local community representatives with finance,
marketing and communication skills, who were
selected and appointed from a large number of
people who applied under an advertised expression
of interest proposal, Julian Serong and Neil
Heathcote; and a representative from the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment,
David Harper.
We now have a well-constituted committee of
management whose members have a range of skills
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and who I am sure will now be able to focus on the
needs of the Rosebud foreshore. In addition, $10 000
from the department together with money
contributed by Melbourne Parks and Waterways
will enable a full review of the 6.5 kilometres of
foreshore to be undertaken. That review will again
look at the environmental and conservation issues
and will also examine the amenities problems and
consider the needs that arise from the very high
recreational use of the area during summer. The
review should soon be open for public consultation.
In conclusion, a committee of management has been
appointed in recent days. Funding is available for a
full review of the Rosebud foreshore area to address
some of the neglect and problems and the coastal
council will also have an involvement.

I assure the honourable member for Dromana that
this well-known and well-loved area is of great
importance to the department, the government and
the public of Victoria. The foreshore needs some
tender loving care and I am sure it will get that from
the new foreshore management.
The honourable member for Rodney raised the need
for resource security of a sawmill operation in his
area. His constituent company, G. Risstrom and
Sons Pty Ltd of Rushworth, has been involved in
business operations arising from the Rushworth
forest area for some 70 years, originally in collecting
and on-selling firewood and more recently in
producing fence droppers and in the timber milling
industry.
As part of its evolution the industry is looking to

move to a more sophisticated use of the resource
through kiln drying and value-added processing of
timber. That highly commendable change is possible
because of the work done in the late 1980s to provide
the timber industry with a great deal of certainty
and security through the introduction of 15-year
licences and the code of forest practices, with which
I was in part involved through my position as
opposition spokesperson.
The honourable member for Rodney has raised the
issue of opportunities that might arise to grant his
constituent company a long-term licence to access
the forest resource. I am happy to look at the matter.
However, because the resource is limited the
amount allowed to be taken has been calculated
carefully and has already been taken up through
long-term licences. H the company does not already
possess a licence it is difficult on the facts the
honourable member related to see how it could
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obtain one, apart from buying one or through a
rationalisation of licences.

centre-fire rifles in their occupation, but the
regulations have yet to be finalised.

No doubt there is a lot of movement in the timber
industry as it moves to develop kiln drying and
value adding of timber resources. I am willing and
eager to take up the matter and discuss it with the
department and perhaps the Victorian forest and
timber industries to see if some assistance can be
afforded to provide certainty and security of the
resource as a trade-off for or in recognition of the
value-adding process that is such a significant part
of the ongoing improvement of our forest resource.

Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport) - The
honourable member for Mordialloc raised the
closure decision by the committee of management of
the Epsom training track - or racecourse, as he
called it - which is mooted to occur in 1997.
Following the Maracon report that was instituted by
the racing industry, it was believed that there were
adequate training facilities at the racecourses within
metropolitan Melbourne, including Flemington,
Caulfield, Cranbourne and Mornington. That meant
that Epsom, which is also a training track, was
underutilised - and it is also the most expensive
place to train horses.

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - The honourable member for
Benambra raised an issue on behalf of Mr Brian
Fraser from Tallangatta, who has lost about
300 sheep over a two-and-a-half-year period from
attacks by feral dogs that have either killed or
maimed sheep. Given the firearm debate that is
going on and the current proposals, there will be no
moving away from the principles in relation to
firearms unless the Prime Minister himself makes
that overall decision.
In the 8.S-hour debate in Canberra we were able to
gain a concession on behalf of the farming industry
that if farmers can demonstrate to that a bolt-action
centre-fire or rim-fire rifle or a double-barrel or an
under-and-over shotgun is not able to perform the
duties required of it by the farmer, the opportunity
will be present for farmers to make application to
the police department. The fine detail of those
regulations will be finalised only at the police
ministerial council in Brisbane between 3 and 4 July.
By that time a lot of the emotion in the firearm
debate at the moment may have settled down and
perhaps we will make some better decisions about
regulations without moving from the principles that
were agreed to at the police ministerial council in
Canberra a fortnight ago.

I thank the honourable member for raising this issue.
The issues that he brings to my attention will be
discussed in the debate in preparing the regulations
to support the principles that have already been put
in place at the police ministerial council, and the
regulations will be finalised. The honourable
member for Benambra raised the matter tonight and
demonstrated the difficulty the farmer has. He
pointed out that the farmer was able to shoot the
dog with a semiautomatic 243 centre-fire rifle. In
those circumstances, as has already been stated, one
of the special conditions will be that professional
shooters will be allowed to use semiautomatic

In his usual fashion, the honourable member for
Mordialloc did his best for his constituents. He said
he believed that the trainers, whom he described as
the salt of the earth, were getting a raw deal, that
they had spent a lot of money getting themselves
established and that they needed to be adequately
compensated. As the member correctly pointed out,
the racing industry has the right to decide the future
of the track. However, the trainers also have a right
to be looked after.

Along with the honourable member and others, I
have met the trainers at Epsom on more than one
occasion. In this day and age racing is looking at
cutting its costs and spending its dollars wisely. That
can be coupled with the belief that it is more
expensive to train horses at Epsom than elsewhere,
particularly in view of the upgrading of the training
facilities at Flemington and Caulfield and the
proposed upgrade at Cranbourne.
I understand the honourable member's concern for
his constituents, many of whom have spent
thousands of dollars to establish themselves down
there. The Epsom working group, which was
established by the clubs that own Epsom - the
Victoria Racing Club, the Victoria Amateur Turf
Club and the Moonee Valley Racing Club, who are
all equal owners - have not taken the decision
lightly. I shall quote from a letter from the VRC,
which says in part:
We are totally committed to ensuring that Epsom-based
trainers are not disadvantaged as a result of the closure
of Epsom and their move to new training venues.

That was signed by the Chairman of the VRC,
Mr David Bourke. I am seeking further discussions
on the matter. I hope the honourable member for
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Mordialloc will be able to assure his constituents,
whom he values highly and for whom he
endeavours to get the best deal he can, that I hope to
arrange further discussions so we can solve the
problem in a manner that is acceptable to all.
The honourable member for Thomastown sought an
assurance about the upgrading of the Upfield
railway line. He asked for a station at Campbellfield
and mentioned two sites that he thought would be
acceptable. I will draw that matter to the attention of
the Minister for Transport.
The honourable member for Coburg referred to an
asbestos problem at a building in his electorate,
which is under the control of the Museum of
Victoria. He asked that it be brought to the attention
of the Minister for Planning and Local Government
because he is the minister responsible for major
projects. The honourable member is concerned about
the asbestos in the building. I can understand why,
and I will direct that matter to the attention of the
minister.
The member for Essendon raised for the Minister for
Youth and Community Services the issue of youth
homelessness. She said that although there were
450 referrals in a year in her electorate there are only
20-0dd places in which they can be housed.
Mr Deputy Speaker, you and I both know that 450
into 20 just will not go. That is something I will draw
to the attention of the minister. I hope some action
can be taken to address the matter raised by the
honourable member.
The honourable member for Werribee raised a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Planning
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and Local Government concerning the disposal of
toxic waste in the Werribee area and a meeting she
attended at which the community expressed its
concern at the lack of a policy on this matter. I assure
the honourable member for Werribee that I, as the
member for the seat of Gisbome, can sympathise
with what is happening in her electorate because I
went through the same process some years ago
when the establishment of such a waste disposal
station halfway between Melton and Diggers Rest
was mooted. I assure the honourable member that
she will receive a more direct answer than that
which I was able to receive under the former
government.
Finally, the honourable member for Keilor raised a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Youth
and Community Services concerning respite care
needed for an intellectually disabled boy in his
electorate. I will draw that matter to the attention of
the minister, particularly the need for an adult
training unit place for the long-term care of his
constituent, and I am sure the minister will respond
in due course.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned at 11.01 p.Ul.

