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the land value of this area and improve our quality of
life.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Plowman) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Qerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

South Eastern Arterial noise barriers
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the residents of the area
bounded by Therese Avenue, Stephensons Road,
Catherine Avenue and Stanley Avenue, Mount
Waverley, Victoria, sheweth that there is an excessive
and unbearable amount of noise coming from the
South Eastern Arterial. Residents agree that the level of
noise has increased threefold during the last 12 months.
In fact, especially when there is a north wind we are
finding it difficult:
1.

To have a quiet night with peaceful sleep.

2.

To entertain friends in our garden.

3.

To enjoy any social Or family occasion in our own
garden and home.

Indeed the level of traffic noise is unremittingly loud
and unnerving!
We realise that from under the Stephensons Road
bridge there are some metres of natural and man-made
barriers along the freeway, but we want to stress that
as the freeway goes uphill towards Stanley Avenue and
winds around a little, the freeway becomes more
exposed and there is nothing to protect the middle
section of Therese A venue and adjacent streets from
the noise.
The vegetation along the south side of the freeway is
not enough to block the noise, nor the view of its traffic
flow, nor its lights and lit-up signposts!
We also want to emphasise that our quality of life has
deteriorated and that the house and land value in this
area has dropped significantly.
Your petitioners therefore pray that some high noise
barriers are provided along a stretch of about
350 metres on the southern side of the South Eastern
Arterial in order to decrease the noise level, maintain

By Mrs McGill (145 signatures)

Specialist women's hospital
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
This petition of the undersigned citizens of the State of

Victoria showeth that:

They strongly oppose the service plan of the Women's
and Children's Health Care Network which was
developed without consultation with women, with
only 10 days allowed for responses and in the absence
of a statewide women's health plan.
In particular they oppose proposals in the plan to:

Oose the Royal Women's Hospital at Grattan
Street, Carlton.
Integrate the Royal Women's Hospital with the
Royal Children's on the Royal Children's site.
Further reduce the length of stay for mothers to
one to two days for normal births and less than
three days for all births.
Reduce the number of beds by one-third at the
Royal Children's Hospital site.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the state
government will act quickly to maintain an
independent specialist women's hospital.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (54 signatures)

Austin and repatriation hospitals
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that we are strongly opposed
to any downgrading of facilities at the Austin and
repatriation hospitals.
Your petitioners therefore pray that all members of the
Legislative Assembly do all in their power to prevent
any closure of services.
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And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria showeth that:

By Ms Garbutt (121 signatures)

Rosanna railway station
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state showeth their concern over the delay in installing
automatic locking pedestrian gates at the railroad
crossings near Rosanna railway station. There have
already been several fatalities and near misses in recent
years and this situation is a cause of considerable
community concern.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
will urgently address the concerns of the community
and install the gates promptly.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (655 signatures)

Pearcedale bus service
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria showeth that:
We seek support for a Pearcedale bus service to run
from Pearcedale to Cranboume via Cranboume South,
along Pearcedale Road and return. At present no public
transport services operate in this region. To reach
Cranboume by public transport, one is forced to use a
bus service to Frankston, change buses and use a
scheduled bus to Cranbourne via Frankston, Karingal
and Langwarrin. This would take approximately
4 hours in time. This is unacceptable to residents of
Pearcedale and South Cranboume and we seek support
through this petition for consideration for a regular bus
service.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Rowe (462 signatures)

We seek to lodge our protest at the proposal for the
development of a brothel incorporating six rooms for
prostitution, a waiting area, office, staff room, laundry
and 13 on-site car parking spaces at 31 Aster Avenue,
Carrum Downs.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Rowe (277 signatures)

Langwarrin bus service
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria showeth that
We seek support for a bus service to operate along
Warrandyte Road as far as Robinson Road and through
to North Road to support the many residents living in
this area who currently must walk long distances to use
the current service that operates along
Cranboume-Frankston Road only.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Rowe (349 signatures)

Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community
Hospital
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria showeth that we reject the proposed
changes to the Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community
Hospital.
These proposals would result in the loss of maternity,
general surgery, urology, orthopaedics, gynaecology
and plastic surgery services to the citizens of
Mordialloc and surrounding districts.
We appeal to the Minister for Health to reject the
proposed changes.

Proposed Carrum Downs brothel
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

By Mr Leigh (4454 signatures)
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Greenvale secondary college
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of Greenvale Primary School
Secondary College Working Party on behalf of the
Greenvale and broader communities showeth that a
secondary college is desperately needed in Greenvale
to provide access to quality local secondary education
for students within the Greenvale, Meadow Heights
and surrounding areas.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
approves planning and full funding for the
construction of a secondary college on the site allocated
in Glencaim Drive, Greenvale.
In addition we therefore pray that the college be fully
operational for the commencement of the 1998 school
year. The petitioners acknowledge that a year 7-10
campus linked to Gladstone Park Secondary College is
an acceptable option.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Finn (520 signatures)
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Domestic (Feral and Nuisance) Animals Act
1994 - S.R. No. 25/1996
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act
1981- S.R. No. 20/1996
Estate Agents Act 1980 - S.R. No. 13/1996
Financial Institutions Duty Act 1982 - S.R. Nos 4,
28/1996
Fisheries Act 1968 - S.R. Nos 14, 16,26/1996
Guardianship and Administration Board Act
1986 - S.R No. 1/1996
Liquor Control Act 1987 - S.R. No. 11/1996
Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - S.R. No. 35/1996
Mental Health Act 1986 - S.R. 10/1996
Murray Valley Citrus Marketing Act 1989 - S.R.
No. 8/1996
Office of the ReguIator-General Act 1994 - S.R.
No. 2/1996
Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious
Substances Act 1986 - S.R. No. 18/1996
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 - S.R
No. 6/1996
Road Safety Act 1986 - S.R Nos 5,17/1996

Laid on table.

Royal Botanic Gardens Act 1991 - S.R No.

Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Oakleigh be considered next day on
motion of Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown).

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerk:
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 - Notice under
section 32(3)(a) in relation to Statutory Rule No. 9/1996
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Building Act 1993 - S.R. No. 24/1996
Oub Keno Act 1993 - S.R. No. 3/1996
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987 - S.R.
No. 15/1996
Coroners Act 1985 - S.R. No. 36/1996
County Court Act 1958 - S.R. Nos. 30,31,34/1996
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 - S.R. No. 29/1996
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act
1995 - S.R. No. 32/1996

12/1996
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 - S.R Nos 27,
33/1996
Supreme Court Act 1986 - S.R No. 19/1996
Tattersall Consultations Act 1958 - S.R No.
3/1996

The Constitution Act Amendment Act 1958 - S.R
Nos 22, 23/1996
Tobacco Act 1987 - S.R Nos 7, 9/1996
Wildlife Act 1975 - S.R Nos 15,21/1996
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 Ministers' exception certificates in relation to
Statutory Rule Nos 6, 10, 16, 19,27,34,35, 36
Ministers' exemption certificates in relation to
Statutory Rule Nos 3, 4, 8, 9, 12, 14, 18,20,21,28.
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Adjournment
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services)- I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
28 May 1996.

Motion agreed to.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITfEE

Private bill fees
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On behalf of the Minister for
Education, I move:
That the report of the Standing Orders Committee
upon fees for private bills be adopted and that the
following be adopted in lieu of the standing order
no. 168(d)"(d) Unless the house expresses the view that fees
should be dispensed with (i)

before any private bill is read a second time in
the Legislative Assembly, a deposit of $1000
shall be paid to the Department of the
Legislative Assembly; and

(ii)

the promoter shall be liable to pay the costs of
printing and circulation of the bill; the
advertisements placed pursuant to 5.0.
168(b); all costs ot the select committee
appointed pursuant to 5.0. 168(c); and any
other expenses involved in the preparation
and passage ot the bill;

(da) The sum of such amounts Qess the deposit of

$1(00) shall be paid to the Department ot the
Legislative .Assembly before the Oerk of the
Parliaments presents the bill tor royal assent"

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

Address-m-reply
Debate resumed from 15 May; motion of
Mr DIXON (Dromana) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwe1l) - I wish to
contribute to this important debate, one that I
believe should be given a high priority by this
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house. I entitle my address, 'Each one is different'.
As I work through my contribution, I will explain in
more detail what I mean.
Before doing so, I congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on
your elevation, or should I say re-elevation, to the
office of Speaker. I also congratulate the Chairman
of Committees on his reappointment to that role and
indicate to new members that the way in which the
Chair operates is extremely important to the
harmony of this house.
I congratulate each of the new members who gave
their first speeches in the house this week. 'Each one
is different' would be applicable to each of the new
members who made their first speeches. I have
enjoyed each one. There is a great deal of talent,
variety and diversity in the expressions of the new
members. I look forward to their contributions to the
house during the forthcoming weeks.
I decided I would dehberately not be provocative, in
keeping with the house, but there are one or two
matters that should be raised which I hope will be
taken notice of by members opposite. I am pleased
that the Treasurer is in the house this morning
because I want to direct to the attention of the house
some interesting happenings across the Tasman. The
government's efforts to privatise and sell-off all of
our electricity industry has indeed been couched in
terms that there will be benefits for all Victorians,
and a lot of the modelling was done on the New
Zealand model.
There was public debate in the Dominion newspaper
of Tuesday, 23 Apri11996. The article entitled 'Hutt
power prices increased' states:
Energydirect had increased power prices tor residential
customers by 8.5 per cent - the fourth such increase in
three years.

A report in the same newspaper of 2 May 1996
carries the headline, 'Capital Power to increase
prices for households by 6 per cent'. That is again
the third such increase in four years. The Daily Times
of 20 October 1995 has the headline, 'Power
suppliers will not lobby government'.
Once again we are seeing increases in power prices
from privatised companies after governments told
them, as this government told Victorians, that
electricity prices would come down. What happened
in New Zealand and what will happen here is that
the private companies will keep jacking up the
prices with no accountability to the Victorian people.
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There will be no accountability by the Victorian
government - it has thrown all accoWltability and
control of private power companies to the wind and
prices will be jacked up. Despite the assurances by
the Treasurer yesterday we will see exactly the same
thing happen in this COWltry. It is not good enough,
and the people of Victoria should be aware of the
history of privatisation in the United Kingdom, what
is happening in New Zealand and what will
inevitably happen in this COWltry.
I wish to pay tribute to some of the comments made
in the Governor's address. The first one I wish to
direct attention to is at page 2, where the Governor
states:
The government's program for its second term
recognises the way in which our many multicultural
communities, and the contribution to the cultural
heritage of our Aboriginal community, enrich our
society and broaden its outlook.

As the shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I
endorse the sentiment expressed in the Governor's
address on Tuesday. I also congratulate the new
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and trust that our
working relationship will be as good as the working
relationship I had with the former minister, the
honourable member for Bendigo East.

It is said that history is written by the winners and,
indeed, that is usually the case. Most of the history
of the indigenous people in Australia has been
written by white people and is a constricted history.
It is only since 1988 that we have begwt to learn a
great deal more. We should recognise the
outstanding uniqueness of the indigenous people of
Australia. Their culture is the oldest living culture in
the world - 60 000 years. When we talk about
ancient history, the world forgets that the most
ancient - the evidence has been repeated time and
again - is of Aboriginal Australians. I makes me
very cross when reports in newspapers ask, 'Where
did the Australian Aboriginal people come from?
They must have come from Indonesia'. If that were
true, there would be archaeological and scientific
evidence to demonstrate that. There is none. We
should be very proud of and become very much
involved in the development of the Aboriginal
people in this country, especially in this state. I hope
the government pays due attention to that
paragraph in the Governor's speech and puts a great
deal of effort into the development of relations with
Aboriginal people and reconciliation between the
Aboriginal people in Victoria and those in other
states.
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My other shadow portfolio responsibility is tertiary
education and training. I congratulate the new
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training on his
appointment and trust that we will have a good
working relationship. I also pay contnbute to the
retiring tertiary education minister, the Honourable
Haddon Storey, a former member in another place.
When I first became involved in the portfolio I
fOWld the former minister and his staff to be very
good to work with. I trust I will have the same good
working relationship with the newly appointed
minister. No doubt members of the opposition will
raise a number of matters with him that highlight
the differences in policy direction between the
government and the opposition.
I draw attention to the front page of today's

Australian and ask the house to take note of the
headline 'Outrage over university cuts' and to the
warning by vice-chancellors that universities all over
the CDWltry are suffering a crisis. In recent times all
Australian universities have experienced great
changes in culture. They have already been forced ~o
put increasing emphasis on raising their own funds;
but none of them, not one, is in a position to
withstand cuts in revenue of up to 12.5 per cent.
Cries of protest should be heard coming from
members of the government in support of local
universities, because Victoria's universities have
made outstanding contributions not only to the
culture of this state but also to its economic and
social development.
Geoff Wilson, the Vice-chancellor of Deakin
University, is quoted in the newspaper as saying:
There is an air of disbelief around the university today,
that this sort of thing could happen and undo all the
hard work of the past

Mal Logan, Vice-chancellor of Monash University is
quoted as saying:
Cuts of this magnitude have the potential to take
universities back to the pre-Whitlam days of elite
higher education.

Is that what this government wants? Does it want to
make universities available only to the elite, to make
them places where only the rich can go, with no
access for our most brilliant minds? All Australian
universities are protesting about the budget cuts to
higher education.
One wonders whether the word 'rational' is being
used appropriately when the term 'economic
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rationalism' is used to justify the cuts to university
budgets. These cuts are irrational. They are the
actions of an irrational federal Treasurer, someone
who cut his political teeth at university and who
owes what he is today to the training that was
afforded him at university but who, in aiming to fill
the so-called black hole in the budget, is getting
stuck into universities. How could any government
that properly considered the future of Australia
make such an irrational and stupid decision? The
university budgets cuts will have a tremendous
impact on the community. Already 8000 jobs have
been cut. Is was already difficult for people to get
jobs, so imagine the impact on the community of the
loss of another 8000 jobs.
Professor Michael Osborne, the Vice-chancellor of
La Trobe University, yesterday told his staff:
This is the worst moment that Australian higher
education has ever faced ...

That from a so-called Uberal government! In the
light of these budget cuts, one is justified in asking
what government members understand the word
'liberal' to mean. Former Uberal governments, even
the government of Robert Menzies - he was not my
greatest idol- paid greater attention to higher
education and had a better understanding of the
value of education to the community than does the
present federal Liberal government. The opposition
should not be the only ones criticising these cuts to
university budgets. All Victorians should be
protesting, and the state government should be
leading that protest.
These budget cuts are outrageous and the federal
government has made an absolutely stupid decision.
They will not do anything for the country. The
federal government is saying to young people who
may be looking forward to their education and
training, 'We don't care about you'. Yet the cuts are
a great example of maintaining current power
structures. They will ensure that universities do not
properly train new generations and that nCH>ne in
the current power structure is threatened. It is
scandalous. We call on the government to join the
opposition and Victoria's universities in protesting
against the federal government's cuts to higher
education. That is what should be expected of the
state government.
I hope the state Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training, along with the Premier, will lead the
charge of protest against the outrageous decision
made by the federal Treasurer and the Prime
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Minister. It is not good enough, and it should not be
allowed to happen.
Each university is different - that is certainly true of
Victorian universities - but these cuts will ensure
that they are entirely different! We should put
politics aside and recognise the importance of
education and training to the development of
Victoria. As has been said in this house time and
again, our greatest resource is the Victorian people.
If they are not educated, trained and developed to
the best of their abilities, we will be damning them
and the future of this state. We can bring in
economic gurus from overseas, attract overseas
capital and sell a lot of the country to overseas
interests, but unless the people of this country are
educated and trained we will be doing a great
disservice to Australia. The government could do no
greater disservice to the people of Victoria than to
forget its obligation to educate and train Victoria's
youth. That is the single greatest challenge for all of
us, one that the government must address.
If there is any truth in the statement in the
Governor's speech about the government's
commitment to ensuring that it builds on the gains
that have been made in education, everyone will
have a chance to pursue excellence and develop
their abilities. The government is under an
obligation to ensure that the commitments in the
Governor's speech are honoured. If the statements in
the speech are to be more than just rhetoric, the
government's response must be in the terms I have
outlined.

I refer to three articles in a publication which,
although I cannot include in my favourite reading
list, is important. I refer in particular to the
April 1996 edition of the Business Council Bulletin. It
is important that opposition members read
publications such as the Business Council Bulletin, just
as it is important for government members to read
union journals. Although I do not agree with many
of the statements made in it - and regardless of my
predilection for certain matters -I can always learn
something from reading other points of view.
When I was a young lad my father always told me
that if a day went past when you did not learn
something, you had wasted the day. No matter
where you come from or where you are going to,
you can always learn something. In fact, when you
stop learning you have stopped altogether, and that
is something we all should take notice of. I urge
government members to pick up the union journals.
A number of them have great articles which could
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perhaps give members opposite a new perspective
on life. Even if the articles do not change the way
they think, they will teach them how the other half
lives - but it is important to want to know
something about that in the first place.
The April 1996 edition of the Business Council
Bulletin has three articles to which I shall refer. The
first article deals with the joint industry submission
to the commonwealth government on sustainable
energy policy. As a person who has a background in
physics, I found it to be an interesting article. I have
found the whole debate on the greenhouse effect to
be most interesting and important because it does
not look at the next 5 years or the next 50 years - as
our Premier is wont to tell us - but it looks at the
future of our planet! There is no doubt that with the
increase in the greenhouse effect as a result of the
use of fossil fuels there will be climate changes.
Some say that Melbourne experiences a climate
change every day - in fact you get the four seasons
on some days! This is an extremely important issue.
The first reaction after governments and scientists
said that we needed to address this problem was, 'It
is a worldwide problem. Australia is just a little
place. We can't have anything that will affect our
economy or disadvantage our businesses!' It was the
usual rhetoric and knee-jerk reaction taken by some
businesses.
It is absolutely critical that business takes this on
board. I give credit to the Business Council of
Australia - that is something I am not prone to do
often because I am probably one of its greatest
critics - for raising this issue in a sensible manner.
It has said that businesses, especially production,
mining and agricultural industries in this state, need
to address the issue and put in place some strategies
to ensure that we play our part in dealing with it.
The article is worthwhile because of the message it
sends to business - that is, you can't ignore the
problem; it will not go away. The problems cannot
be shipped off to South-East Asia and Third World
countries in the hope that we will escape them. It is a
worldwide problem, and Australia needs to play its
part. We need to ensure that the Australian public is
educated so that this ongoing problem of immense
importance is addressed. I congratulate the Business
Council of Australia on raising the debate in the
business sector. The business sector together with
the government must take the responsibility of
playing a leading role in this area for the future of
the state.
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The next article in the Business Council Journal calls
for increased levels of scientific and technolOgical
literacy in our schools. This is an important issue
and it is one that is often overlooked. General
criticism has been levelled at our schools suggesting
that they do not teach children to read. It has been
suggested that when children leave school their
literacy and numeracy skills are terrible! When you
think back to our days maybe 20, 30, 40 or 50 years
ago do you think that everyone who went to school
then was brilliant and could spell like a trooper! Of
course, they couldn't. Do you think everyone knew
their tables? Heaven only knows why you have to
learn tables anyway; there are better things to
commit to memory than multiplication tables! I
remember all sorts of trivia, but in the general
scheme of it some of the things that were considered
important are not important at all!
However, it is important that we understand the
language because we need to communicate.
Recently I was listening to a program which talked
about jargon, which is another word for gIbberish or
gobbledegook. We tend to use jargon so that other
people cannot understand us. The scientific world
and especially the information technology world has
a whole new language. To me it is a sign of
insecurity when language is used to ensure that
others do not understand. If you do not understand
the language, how can you ask questions? We need
to ensure that the whole community understands
the language so that we are literate in the best sense
and so that scientists cannot get away with making
outrageous and stupid statements without being
questioned.
The professionals who use jargon the most are
probably accountants and economists. They live in a
world of their own. Universities should spend a bit
more on training accountants and economists to
communicate. They use language that leaves the
general public for dead, and they get away with
murder because of it. It is good to see that the
business council raised the use of language in its
journal so that people everywhere can understand
and ask important questions.
The last article in the same edition was written by
the Director of the Holmesglen Institute of TAFE,
Mr Bruce Mackenzie. It deals with the future of
vocational education and training in Australia. It is a
good article and I commend it to any member of the
house and to all those interested and involved in
education. Mr Mackenzie argues that report after
report - which he lists including the Finn, Mayer,
The Working Nation, Enterprising Nation and Karpin

INTERPRETA TION OF LEGISLATION (AMENDMENT) BILL

ASSEMBLY

180

reports - deals with vocational education and
training. He says that if we do not rethink our
training of young people we will fail in the future
possibilities for this nation. He has not suggested a
solution, but he does suggest that we need to spend
time and effort on research, questioning the way we
do things, and ensuring that the business
community becomes involved in education and
training.
The business community cannot sit back and say, 'It
is the government's problem. We want it to produce
someone to do the job today'. Mr Mackenzie
suggests that we need to look further to see what
sort of people we need to employ in the work force
to ensure that we do not just mark time. We do not
want to be using an abacus when others are using
computers, and we do not want to be using horses
and carts when others are using jet planes!
Educational and training institutions should not
produce people who are stilted or who are forced
into slavery in the workplace. Those people should
be able to contribute; they should be contributing to
more that just the production line.
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1his is a very short bill which amends the
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to simplify the
drafting of provisions which insert a subsection or
subsections into an existing undivided section.

The bill provides that where an undivided section is
amended by the insertion of one or more subsections
the original section is to be taken to be
subsection (1). The amendment makes it
unnecessary to amend the original section to
insert '(1)'. The bill makes similar prOvision for the
amendment of statutory regulations containing rules
or regulations and for the amendment of clauses of a
schedule to an act or statutory rule.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HULLS
(Niddrie).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 30 May.

BIOLOGICAL CONTROL
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

We have gone past the days of the Henry Ford
production lines, when the people who worked on
them were no more than slaves and automatons.
These days we have robots to do those sorts of
repetitive jobs. That question is raised in the latest
Business Council Bulletin, and it is one we need to
address.
During the course of the 53rd Parliament I hope the
new minister and his department can work together
with the opposition to flesh out some of those
questions and come up with decent solutions that
turn around and revolutionise training in this state,
especially vocational and educational training.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr JENKINS
(Ballarat West).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

INTERPRETATION OF LEGISLATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
MI5 WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:

Mr W. D. McGRA1H (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On behalf of the Minister for
Agriculture and Resources, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

1his bill will ensure that the Victorian Biological
Control Authority is able to make decisions
collectively with the commonwealth and other states
and territories in relation to the release of biological
control agents which will have a proper basis in law.

The bill has two major purposes. The first is to
correctly define the ministerial council which is used
for the commonwealth, states and territories to reach
agreement on the release of a biological control
agent. The second is to better define the Victorian
Biological Control AuthOrity.
I shall provide some background on the bill and deal
briefly with its major purposes. The BiolOgical
Control Act 1986 forms part of a national framework
of complementary commonwealth-state legislation
which allows for assessing and approving, where
appropriate, proposals for the biological control of
any weed or pest species.

That this bill be now read a second time.

The essence of biological control is the release of a
biological agent for the specific purpose of
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controlling a harmful target organism. The released
agent referred to as the 'agent organism' can take
various forms. For example, it could be an insect, a
rust or fungus. Examples of biological control
include the control of the weed prickly pear by
insects and the control of rabbits by myxomatosis. A
current example, which is soon to be considered by
biological control authorities, is the rabbit calidvirus
disease, which has the potential to significantly
reduce wild rabbit populations that in many areas
cause great economic loss to primary producers.
The national framework of legislation for biological
control was developed for the purpose of prOviding
a mechanism for deciding whether any proposal for
the biological control of a particular weed or pest
would be in the public interest and whether or not
the proposal should proceed.
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ambiguous and needs to be clarified. The
amendments proposed clearly provide that the
minister administering the act be the Victorian
Biological Control Authority. The bill will ensure
that the Victorian Biological Control Authority can
properly take part in its national decision-making
role.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BRUMBY
(Leader of the Opposition).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 30 May.

STATE TAXATION (OMNIBUS
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Relevant ministers representing each state, territory
and the commonwealth are designated biological
control authorities for their respective jurisdictions,
and decisions in relation to important matters such
as the release of a biological control agent can be
made only on the unanimous recommendation of
the ministerial council which was formerly known
as the Australian Agricultural Council. Significant
changes to the name and composition of the former
Australian Agricultural Council have occurred
during the past four years. The amendments
proposed in this bill are required to ensure that the
Victorian Biological Control Authority is clearly
defined having regard to these changes.
The former Australian Agricultural Council has
been replaced by the currently titled Agriculture and

Resource Management Council of Australia and
New Zealand. The reference to the ministerial
council appearing in the act will be changed to mean
the ministerial council of which the minister
administering the act is a member, known as the
Agriculture and Resource Management Council of
Australia and New Zealand. The amendments to the
act will also include proviSions that will allow for
the ministerial council to be changed without
requiring further amendments being made to the act.
The Agriculture and Resource Management Council
of Australia and New Zealand has Victorian
ministerial representation in addition to agriculture
and resources. This additional representation
includes the Treasurer, who has responsibility for
the rural adjustment scheme, and the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management. Because of
this wider representation the present definition of
the Victorian Biological Control Authority is

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to make numerous
amendments to various state revenue acts. The bill
introduces further amendments to the Business
Franchise (Tobacco) Act 1974 to improve the
administration and enforcement of the act. In recent
sittings of this house significant legislative
amendments have been introduced to address
weaknesses in this legislation, which have allowed
unscrupulous traders to engage in licence fee
avoidance schemes at the expense of honest business
people. As I foreshadowed when the last
amendments were passed, further amendments may
be required in the future to deal with ever-cbanging
avoidance schemes.
These current amendments will further improve the
operation of the licensing requirements upon
wholesalers by providing for notification to the
Commissioner of State Revenue where a company
holding a licence is taken over, or has a change in its
corporate controllers or major shareholders. The
commissioner must be warned if unscrupulous
operators seek to avoid probity checks and obtain a
licence by taking over an existing licence-holder,
where they would have been unable to obtain a
licence had they applied in their own right. These
prOvisiOns, however, apply only to non-listed
companies, as it would be impractical to require a
listed company to notify when there has been a
change in its shareholding of more than 10 per cent,
that percentage being the threshold which triggers
the requirement for notification. Where notification

STATE TAXATION (OMNmUS AMENDMENT) Bn..L
182

ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 16 May 1996

is given, the commissioner can investigate the new
shareholders or corporate controllers to ascertain
whether they fulfil the probity requirements laid
down in the act to hold a wholesale tobacconist's
licence.

will make exemptions from transactions taxes for
charitable institutions consistent and thereby reduce
administrative costs. The bill also removes section 9
of the Debits Tax Act, whose application is now
spent.

The amendments also impose additional
requirements upon the granting and holding of
retail tobacco licences. The commissioner is granted
the discretion to refuse an application for a retail
licence, or suspend or revoke an existing retail
licence. Applications for retai1licences can be
refused if the applicant has contravened the act or if
the applicant has previously had a licence revoked,
while suspension or revocation of an existing retail
licence can take place only if the commissioner
knows or reasonably believes an offence against the
act has been committed. The rights of the
licence-holder are protected, as the commissioner
must suspend a licence before revoking it and give
the holder of the licence 14 days to put his case to
the commissioner. If the licence-holder cannot show
just cause within this period, then the commissioner
may revoke the licence. These amendments
complement the regulatory regime applicable to
wholesalers. As unscrupulous wholesale merchants
must also have retail markets to dispose of tobacco
readily so that their avoidance activities are
profitable. Regulation of retai1licence-holders,
although to a lesser extent, is essential to ensure that
the amendments introduced by this government in
the last session are not undermined.

The bill makes a number of minor amendments of a
technical nature to the Finandallnstitutions Duty
Act 1982 to correct drafting errors in the legislation.
A number of minor amendments are also made to
the Pay-Roll Tax Act 1971 to repeal obsolete
provisions.

An amendment enables details of the persons who
hold licences and those who have had their licences
suspended or revoked to be published by the
commissioner in any manner he or she sees fit. This
will enable the commissioner to ensure that the
tobacco industry has up-to-date information of
current licence-holders and will aid the industry's
compliance with the act. Wholesalers in particular
will have notice of retailers who have had licences
suspended or revoked, and will know not to supply
them. This new provision is also consistent with the
increase in the penalty for sales to and purchases
from unlicensed persons which rises from 50 to
100 penalty units. This bill will also ensure that the
commissioner can provide details of the persons
who hold licences to environmental health officers
of local councils to assist them in their
responsibilities under the Tobacco Act 1987.

The bill amends the Debits Tax Act 1990 to ensure
that debits made by charitable institutions which are
exempt under the Financial Institutions Duty Act
1982 are not taxable under the Debits Tax Act. This

Schedule 2 of the Land Tax Act 1958 is amended to
resolve the uncertainty as to the application of the
capping provisiOns. The bill ensures that the
unimproved value of land to be used in determining
the capped liability after a subdivision or
consolidation of land in or after 1993 or 1994 will be
the unimproved value of the land immediately
following that subdivision or consolidation. An
amendment to the charitable exemption ensures that
land must be used by a charitable body for
charitable purposes in order for that land to be
exempt from land tax.
The bill amends the Stamps Act 1958 to honour a
commitment made by the government during the
last election to remove the mortgage stamp duty on
the refinancing of business loans as from 1 April
1996. The relief from stamp duty will be provided to
persons carrying on a trade, business or profession
who are refinancing an existing business loan on
which stamp duty has already been paid. This
amendment will enable small businesses to take
advantage of the competitive interest rates and loan
conditions being offered in the deregulated financial
markets. The removal of this stamp duty will enable
small business to reduce their borrowing costs by
allowing them to change their financing
arrangements more readily to other financiers with
more competitive loan conditions and demonstrates
the government's commitment to provide relief
from charges on small business wherever possible.
The Stamps Act is also amended to vary the
thresholds at which first home buyers and
pensioners can obtain exemptions or concessions on
the purchase of a home. The thresholds of property
value at which a pensioner is entitled to a full
exemption from stamp duty on the purchase of a
first home is raised from $55 000 to $70 000. The
threshold at which the partial exemption phases out
is raised from $65 000 to $100 000. The income
qualification threshold for first home buyers
exemption is raised, in the case of an applicant

SUPERANNUATION ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Thursday, 16 May 1996

ASSEMBLY

having one dependent child, from $33 000 to
$39 000, and in the case of an applicant having two
or more dependent children, the threshold is raised
from $34 000 to $40 000. The threshold of property
value at which first home buyers are entitled to full
exemption remains at $100 000. However, the
threshold at which the partial exemption phases out
is raised from $111 000 to $150 000. The property
value thresholds and income limits in these
concessions have not been revised since 1988. The
government has therefore responded to community
concern that these thresholds have become outdated
and deserving cases for relief excluded.
The bill further amends the Stamps Act 1958 by
changing the maximum stamp duty payable on
statements of livestock by relating the maximum to
the amounts of compensation fixed under
section 74(2) of the Livestock Disease Control Act
1994 rather than to the purchase money. The
amendment also changes the definition of calf to
mean any cattle less than six weeks old.
The amendments to section 2 of the Valuation of
Land Act 1960 provide for the consistent application
of land tax to Victoria's ports. The amendment
clarifies the definition of 'improvements' to ensure
that in the case of a port, the construction,
reinforcement and extension of breakwaters, berths,
wharfs, aprons, canals and associated works are
treated as improvements for the purpose of
ascertaining site value.
Previously, if those port-related structures were
developed by the Crown, they would not have been
considered improvements. However, if the
structures were developed by an owner or occupier
in a port they were considered improvements to a
site. This amendment removes the anomaly to
ensure consistent treatment when calculating site
value in a port and when determining a potential
land tax liability.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BRACKS
(Williamstown).

That this bill be now read a second time.

The purposes of the bill are twofold. Firstly, it
completes the reform program outlined by the
government in its first term. Secondly, the bill
ensures conformity with certain commonwealth
legislation as well as implementing changes
required under commonwealth legislation and the
agreement between the commonwealth and
Victorian governments which covers the prudential
supervision of public sector superannuation
schemes.
Superannuation reform has been a major program of
this government. The bill completes the
reorganisation of schemes administered by the
Victorian Superannuation Board. Specifically, the
Transport Superannuation Fund and the State
Employees Retirement Benefits Fund are being
merged into the State Superannuation Fund. Each of
these defined benefits schemes was closed to new
members on 31 December 1993. This merger will not
change the eligibility for membership or any of the
entitlements of members compared with the existing
situation.
The bill also merges into the Victorian
Superannuation Fund - an accumulation scheme three closed accumulation schemes. Two of these
schemes are for the associates of the Supreme and
County courts, while the other is for former
employees of Holmesglen Constructions. These
mergers are designed to facilitate administrative
savings for the board as, for example, the number of
sets of accounts and annual financial statements will
be reduced. Efficiency gains in investment should
also be achieved by pooling the assets rather than
separately investing the assets of each fund.
The Insurance and Superannuation Commission
(ISC) has issued rulings that limit the period in
which people can continue to contribute to a
superannuation fund while on leave without pay
and the circumstances where a fund can continue
periodic payments to a person who is classified by
the trustees of a superannuation fund as no longer
disabled and is or becomes gainfully employed. The
bill makes amendments to incorporate those rulings.

Debate adjoumed until Thursday, 30 May.

SUPERANNUATION ACTS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

183

An exemption under the Commonwealth Sex
Discrimination Act 1992 expired on 1 March 1996.
That exemption allowed a superannuation fund to
exclude from cover for death or disability any
person with a pre-existing condition at the time of
joining the fund. This exclusion must now be
confined to cases where insurance cover is not
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available at reasonable cost having regard to
actuarial and medical statistics. The bill will ensure
the rules of the new accumulation schemes are
modified accordingly.

any direction or oversight by Victoria. The bill
provides for certain employees or beneficiaries to be
moved between funds before 30 June 1996 so that
they are in an appropriate fund.

Our defined benefit schemes do not have this
problem as there are provisions to offer restricted
benefits with the right of the member for a review of
his or her medical and actuarial classification.
However, our defined benefit schemes charge
members a uniform rate irrespective of their age,
medical, or actuarial ratings when they are on leave
of absence. The bill inserts amendments to require
the board to charge a member based on an actuarial
assessment.

The bill makes a number of changes to the
parliamentary superannuation scheme. Consistent
with the agreement with the commonwealth
government, the organisational structure of the
trustees has been changed so that it operates like the
governing body of any other superannuation fund.
Under current arrangements, the annual
contribution to the fund from the consolidated
fund - the employer's contribution - is actuarially
calculated every 3 years on a 2S-year horizon. This
arrangement rolls forward the date of full funding
so that it is never achieved while the fund remains
open. The bill sets a specific date - 30 June 2015 for full funding and thus stops the roll-forward
effect. Once full funding is achieved, an annual
contnbution will be made to maintain that status.

In 1993 there was agreement in principle among the
commonwealth, state and territory governments
that public sector superannuation schemes would be
exempt from the operation of the Commonwealth
Superannuation Industry (Supervision) Act 1993.
Regulations were made granting that exemption
unti130 June 1996, pending the completion of a
written agreement between those governments.
Such an agreement has since been signed - one that
recognises the high level of supervision and
accountability of our superannuation schemes. The
bill enables the implementation of the agreement
and repeals a number of redundant provisions. The
bill will enable the designated public sector
superannuation schemes to be exempted from
compliance with legislation administered by the
Insurance and Superannuation Commission. These
designated schemes will thus, pursuant to the
agreement, be exempt from supervision by the ISC
from 30 June 1996.
Conversely, a total of five superannuation schemes
will be transferred to operate entirely under
commonwealth legislation and the ISC's
supervision. The rationale for these transfers is that
(a) employees and employers in these schemes are
predominantly engaged in commercial
activity; or

Those members who reach the point of 20.5 years
service do not receive any further retirement benefits
for service beyond that point and under the bill will
be excused from further contributions - except that
related to any salary as office holder. The current
entitlement to a pension arises only after 15 years
service unless good and sufficient reason applies.
Under the bill a member can now receive a pro rata
entitlement after 12 years provided that such a
retirement does not require a by-election - except
one coinciding with a general election.
The bill also broadens the regulation-making
provision of the Parliamentary Salaries and
Superannuation Act 1968 to allow regulations to be
made for the purpose of providing articles, vehicles,
equipment or services to members of Parliament.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BRACKS
(Williamstown).
Debate adjourned until ThUlSday, 30 May.

(b) the employer is predominantly financed by the

commonwealth government; or
(c) the employer receives money from the
Victorian government in the form of a grant.
The bill contains amendments to enable the trustees
of five selected superannuation funds to make a
valid election to become regulated by the ISC from
1 July 1996. After that date and a valid election has
been made, those funds can no longer be subject to

VICTORIAN MANAGED INSURANCE
AUTHORITY BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.
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The bill establishes the Victorian Managed Insurance
Authority. The authority will replace the Managed
Insurance Fund and continue the reform of risk
management in the budget sector commenced in
1995. The authority will also become the successor in
law of the State Insurance Office, thereby assuming
responsibility for its residual assets and liabilities.
The major businesses of the State Insurance Office
were sold in 1992 and the office will be abolished by
this bill.

In March 1995 the government took steps to reform
the management of both insurable and
non-insurable risk in the Victorian budget sector.
The budget sector is exposed to a range of risks
which create exposures to the consolidated fund.
These risks include:
public liability claims for injured third parties;
professional indemnity claims from third parties;
property losses from defined events such as fire,
storm and tempest; and
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risk, the government is following well-established
practices adopted by major private sector
organisations.
The Managed Insurance Fund was established as a
trust account of the Public Account in 1995 and has
been the focus for a range of initiatives designed to
deliver these reforms. The initiatives, together with
other corporate governance initiatives, include:
a program under which departments were
assisted in profiling their risk exposures. This was
the first step leading up to having departments
develop and adopt risk management strategies.
Nearly all departments have profiled their risk
and over 50 per cent have adopted risk
management strategies;
the introduction of a system of insurance
declarations requiring departments to declare
exposures and to develop asset registers.
Departmental management are now more aware
of the business risks associated with their assets
and operations as well as the need for accurate
valuations of their assets; and

environmental site impairment.
the state has moved to self-insuring the first
Prior to the reforms initiated by this government the
only insurance purchased centrally was insurance
for public liability and property loss catastrophe
policies. An independent review of these programs
found that they were unresponsive to the business
needs of the departments and inhibited the state
assuming greater levels of self-insurance that it had
the capacity to manage.
The government had two objectives in reforming
risk management in the budget sector. Firstly, it
intended to ensure departments were identifying
their assets and risk exposures and developing
risk-management strategies. Improved risk
management in the budget sector will result in
reduced claims and cost savings. 1hrough the
development of risk-management strategies the state
will have a profile of the total risk in the budget
sector and be able to better assess its insurance needs.
Secondly, it was intended that the budget sector
rationalise its insurance arrangements and improve
its handling of claims by establishing a central
budget sector insurance agency. A key role of the
authority which will perform this central agency
function will be to self-insure part of the budget
sector's risk. In coordinating the purchase of
insurance and claims handling through a central
agency and self-insuring or assuming part of the

$SO million of losses arising from property and

public liability at a cash saving of $9 million.
The next stage of the reform program is to
consolidate the reforms to date and continue the risk
management improvements of the budget sector's
insurable risk. For these reforms to be implemented
it is essential that a statutory authority subject to
appropriate prudential, corporate governance and
accountability frameworks be established.
The Victorian Managed Insurance Authority
established by this bill will have five key functions.
These functions are to:
assist departments and participating bodies to
establish programs for the identification,
quantification and management of risks;
monitor risk management by departments and
participating bodies;
act as insurer for, or provide insurance services
to, departments and participating bodies;
provide indemnities to officers of state
corporations and departments; and
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provide risk management advice to the state and
provide risk management advice and training to
departments and participating bodies.
The authority's clients, departments and
participating bodies will be required to develop risk
management strategies which will be monitored by
the authority and arrange their insurance through
the authority. There will, however, be a discretion
for the minister to exempt the authority's clients
from arranging their insurance with the authority.
To ensure that major risks that can impact on the
budget sector and the consolidated fund are
captured, the bill gives flexibility to the minister to
vary coverage of the act and the authority to include
bodies funded by the consolidated fund. These
bodies are referred to in the bill as participating
bodies. With the exception of directors and officers
insurance which will be provided to directors and
officers of bodies within the broader public sector, it
is not intended that the authority will provide
insurance or risk management services outside the
budget sector.
As with other statutory corporations the affairs of
the authority will be overseen by a board of
directors. While the board is to be serviced by a
small staff it is intended that the authority will
contract with the private sector to provide risk
management services. To ensure appropriate
oversight of its activities the authority will be
required to prepare a three-year strategic plan on an
annual basis and report to the Treasurer against its
plan at regular intervals. The authority's risk profile
will be controlled by requiring the authority to
specify the quantum of risk it proposes to self-insure
and to comply with prudential guidelines set by the
Treasurer.
The establishment of the Victorian Managed
Insurance Authority is an important financial
management initiative which will improve risk
management in and provide financial benefits to the
budget sector.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BRACKS
(Williamstown).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 30 May.
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WATER ACTS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.
This bill continues the important process of reform

in the water sector in both metropolitan Melbourne
and rural Victoria. Many of the provisions are of an
essentially housekeeping nature and I shall
concentrate on the main reforms being proposed.
Part 2 of the bill contains amendments to the Water
Act 1989. The most significant of these concern
floodplain management. Under the current
provisions, only the full set of £loodplain
management functions listed in the act can be
assigned to a waterway management authority.
However, an authority may only have the resources
to carry out part of the suite of functions; it may
have the resources to carry out works but not the
ability to assess planning applications and give
flooding and development advice.
By giving the minister the flexibility to assign only
those powers which are appropriate to the
circumstances, the amendments enable the minister
to tailor floodplain management responsibilities to
an authority's resources and the local community's
needs.
Clause 9 gives the minister the ability to declare the
active flow-carrying part of the floodplain a
floodway. Under existing legislation, to control
buildings which may control or divert floodwaters
the minister must declare the total area banded by
the floodline of a one-in-a-hundred-year flood.
However, in most cases it is unnecessarily expensive
and time consuming to identify the whole area liable
to such flooding.
The power to declare a floodway will enable
resources to be focused on defining the area of most
concern to floodplain managers and ensuring
developments in those areas are appropriate.
The other amendments contained in part 2 are
designed to streamline and improve the
administration of the Water Act, including remOving
the need for waterway management authorities to
serve notice on each individual property owner for
the purpose of declaring land to be serviced and
liable to a rate, and also dealing with the publication
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of bulk entitlement orders which at present have to
be published in full.
The current procedures for dealing with these
matters are unnecessarily cumbersome and
expensive. The more usual commercial practice of
placing notification in local newspapers is to be
adopted, while notice of the bulk entitlements orders
will be published rather than the full order.
The operation of the act will be enhanced by:
facilitating the smooth transfer of land to give
effect to a restructuring order made under the act.
This and other consequential amendments are
outlined in clauses 6 and 7;
clarifying the respective roles of the minister and
an appointed committee in relation to the
preparation of water management schemes;
allowing the minister to give a delegate the ability
to subdelegate so that the relevant authority can
organise which officers are to be responsible for
different duties without the need for the minister
to delegate to individual positions.
The amendments to the Water Industry Act 1994
contained in Part 3 of the bill build on the structural
and regulatory reforms which have been made in
the Melbourne metropolitan area. The reforms have
laid the basis for an efficient and effective water
industry and the three retail water businesses are
already demonstrating their commitment to better
customer service and better customer performance.
The bill will allow the government to continue to
regulate the prices charged by the retail businesses,
together with wholesale water and sewerage prices.
It is important that the government continue to
regulate these prices to allow it to manage the
transition to more cost-reflective pricing for water
services.
As members will recall, in June 1994 the government
announced that domestic charges for water and
sewerage services in the Melbourne area would
increasingly reflect a customer's use of the service
and decreasingly reflect the municipal valuation of
his or her property. Greater reliance on
consumption-based charging has enjoyed bipartisan
support in Victoria and is a key aspect of the
strategic framework endorsed by COAG for the
reform of the Australian water industry. It is a fairer
system and, by encouraging water conservation, is
also more environmentally friendly than cunent
pricing arrangements, which fail to penalise waste.
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Significant progress has already been made and the
government will continue the work of pricing
reform.
In 1994 the government froze prices for domestic
water and sewerage services in the Melbourne area.
This freeze will remain until at least 1 January 1997
as announced. The amendments contained in
clause 13 will allow the government to regulate
prices after that date until pricing oversight is
formally transferred to the Office of the
Regulator-General. Once the Office of the
Regulator-General issues a pricing order in relation
to a particular price or charge, the ability of the
Governor in Council to make further orders in
relation to that price or charge will cease.

Clause 16 will enable the employee of a retail water
or sewerage business to enter land - excluding a
dwelling house - to investigate non-compliance
with the act without having to give seven days prior
notice, provided that the licensee is satisfied on
reasonable grounds of that non-compliance.
The current requirement to give seven days notice
before entering a property affords a person time to
remove any evidence of non-compliance, making it
almost impossible to prove a case of deliberate
pollution. Seven days notice will continue to be
required, however, where access to residential
premises is required.
Clause 19 of the bill brings Melbourne Parks and
Waterways into line with other bodies charged with
the management of Crown land by giving it the
power to grant leases and licences for activities
affecting the beds and banks of waterways.
The disaggregation of Melbourne Water
Corporation on 1 January 1995 was a mammoth
undertaking, and some amendments need to be
made to the allocation statements made at the time.
Clause 21 enables such amendments be retrospective
to the date on which the transfers took effect to
reflect the reality of dealings since disaggregation,
provided there have been no past dealings which
adversely affect the interests of a third party.
The other changes being made to the Water Industry
Act 1994 are housekeeping measures, such as
bringing the billing period of rates levied by
Melbourne Parks and Waterways into line with the
billing period of rates and charges for water supply
and sewerage services.
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Part 4 of the bill contains amendments to the
Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works Act 1958.
These are essentially of a housekeeping nature and
consequential to other changes being made. The
power to levy rates for floodplain management
purposes in clause 26 will make clear that floodplain
management will continue to be funded from the
drainage rate, as occurs at present.
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coverage for DEBTYA trainees and confer the
protection of the act on both trainees and their host
employers. Fourth, to implement existing
government commitments in a number of areas.
Finally, the bill makes a number of technical
amendments to the Workcover legislation.
Prevention of legal abuse and reduction of maim
payments transactions costs

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjoumed on motion of Mr BRACKS
(Williamstown).
Debate adjoumed until ThUl'Sday, 30 May.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The major reform of Victoria's workers
compensation system, beginning in December 1992,
has resulted in a dramatic improvement in
performance. That improvement is exemplified by
the elimination of a $2100 million unfunded liability,
reduced incidence of claims, improved
return-to-work rates and higher benefits for injured
workers, and an annual premium saving to
Victorian employers of about $SOO million.
Victoria, once a workers compensation basket case
under Labor, is now recognised as having
Australia's best system - the Workcover system
established by this government. The Workcover
scheme is operating successfully, but there are
certain practices developing which, if left
unchecked, could harm the integrity of the scheme.
There is also room for improvement of the scheme in
a number of more teclmical areas.
The bill has four primary aims. First, to address the
inappropriate use of legal processes which are being
used to generate substantial lump sum maim
transaction costs, and also to reduce abuse of
Workcover by some allied health service providers
and by some employers who are not complying with
provisions in the act. Second, to alter the basis of
calculating the period of a worker's entitlement to
long-term weekly payments so as not to
disadvantage incapacitated workers who return to
work. Third, to provide workers compensation

There are increasing delivery costs and backlogs at
the medical panels and County Court associated
with claims for lump sum compensation for
permanent impairment under the table of maims.
This has occurred as common law work for lawyers
has substantially dried up, with the table of maims
now becoming their focus of activity. It is also
instructive that New South Wales has recently
experienced a blow-out in table of maims payments
as litigation has significantly increased in this area.
For every $1 of compensation paid in this area an
additional 60 cents is paid in transaction costs mainly legal costs -through the use of legal and
other processes associated with the settlement of the
claim through the courts. In most cases these costs
are incurred without the case ever actually being
heard in the courts.
In the six-month period from March to August 1995,
59 per cent of County Court writs were resolved for
amounts actually within the Magistrates Courts'
jurisdictional limit of $25 000 and should properly
have been dealt with in that jurisdiction. That claims
are processed through a higher court means added
costs and delays. This elevation in jurisdiction is,
very often, simply a device to attract higher legal
fees. The average cost of a case at the Magistrates
Court is approximately $3500, compared with $7000
at the County Court. In 1995, more than
1600 Workcover matters were lodged in the
Magistrates Court and more than 2300 Workcover
cases were resolved. At the Melbourne County
Court, more than 2400 Workcover matters were
lodged, and only approximately 880 matters were
resolved. It is very clear that most matters currently
before the County Court may be reasonably dealt
with in the Magistrates Court - with less expense
and less delay, and in the interests of injured
workers.

The bill contains new provisiOns relating to claims
for lump sum compensation under section 98
and/ or section 98A of the Accident Compensation
Act 1985, which will:
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strengthen existing provisions by providing for
mandatory exchange of final medical information
between parties at the claim lodgement and initial
decision stages;
strengthen the role of conciliation officers in
resolving disputes before allowing access to
courts - disputes must be referred for
conciliation, and court proceedings can
commence only after the conciliation officer
issues a certificate certifying that all reasonable
steps have been taken by the worker to resolve
the dispute;
maintain the discretion of conciliation officers to
refer medical questions to medical panels, but
repeal the existing compulsory referral of these
claims to the medical panels by workers prior to
court access;
require that, if conciliation does not result in the
resolution of the claim, the insurer must make a
final offer, consistent with any medical panel's
opinion. If the worker then proceeds to court, he
or she must better that offer to be entitled to the
payment of costs and avoid liability for the
defendant's costs;
empower the minister to issue directions
governing the procedures for the resolution of
disputes in relation to claims for lump sum
compensation which are binding on all parties
and their representatives; and
increase the jurisdictional limits of the
Magistrates Court both in relation to lump sum
compensation - from $25 000 to $40 000 - and
weekly payments - from 52 to 104 weeks arrears
of payments - to facilitate earlier and lower cost
outcomes.
Allied health services abuse

Hearing aid providers
There has been an increasing incidence in recent
years of substandard or inappropriate hearing aids
being supplied and of aids being fitted by poorly
skilled and untrained persons, mainly as a result of
the activities of a small number of entrepreneurial
firms who have cultivated a practice of exploiting
workers in the pursuit of Workcover claims for loss
of hearing.
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Apart from the inherent undesirability of these
practices they can, in some circumstances, actually
result in further hearing loss or injury.
To address these problems the bill introduces a
provision which requires that in order for the
provision, repair, adjustment or replacement of a
hearing aid to be compensable under the act both
the person or class of persons who provides the
service and the type of aid must be approved by the
Victorian Workcover AuthOrity.

Hearing loss assessors
As a further measure to deal with problems
associated with claims for lump sum compensation
for loss of hearing, the bill will provide a more
stringent framework for the approval of persons
who provide conclusive determinations of
diminution of hearing for the purposes of these
claims.

Health service providers
The bill introduces an amendment to the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 which will require that
among the matters to be considered when
determining the reasonable costs of medical and like
services are any guidelines issued by the Victorian
Workcover Authority in respect of the relevant
service or provision.
Strengthening employer compliance
The current provisions require strengthening to
ensure employer compliance. Accordingly, the bill
will:
strengthen the capacity to enforce employers'
existing obligations to provide pre-injury or
suitable employment to injured workers by
instituting a procedural framework within which
enforcement of the relevant provision is to
operate, including the imposition of a time limit
within which an employer is able to satisfy the
Victorian Workcover AuthOrity that it was not
possible to offer such employment and thereby
escape the operation of the provision;
ensure that directors and principal officers can be
held liable for offences committed by a body
corporate where it is proved that the offence was
committed with the consent or connivance of the
director or officer, or that the commission of the
offence was attributable to any wilful neglect of
the director or officer. This amendment would
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also apply to offences committed by, for example,
service providers which were bodies corporate;
and
extend prosecution time limits for certain
employer offences from one year to three years in
line with other provisions of the act. This
extension is warranted since, in many of these
cases, the circumstances giving rise to the
prosecution come to light only after the expiry of
the existing time limit, or too late to allow proper
investigation before the expiry of that limit.
l04-week incapacity limit
Section 938(3) of the current legislation provides
that a wotker's entitlement to weekly compensation
ceases after the worker has been incapacitated for
104 weeks, unless the worker has a serious injury or
is totally and permanently incapacitated, in which
case the entitlement continues in accordance with
the act to retirement age.

This basis of calculating a worker's long-term
entitlement to weekly payments is perceived by
some as a disincentive for workers to return to work,
particularly on modified or alternate duties.
Facilitating an early and effective return to work for
injured workers is one of the primary goals of the
Workcover scheme. It is important that any
disincentives, or perceived disincentives, for
workers to return to work as soon as practicable
after the injury be removed.
Accordingly, the bill now provides that a worker's
entitlement to weekly payments under that section
ceases after the expiry of an aggregate of 104 weeks,
whether consecutive or not, in respect of which a
weekly payment has been paid or is payable to the
worker, unless the worker has a serious injury or is
totally and permanently incapacitated. This will
remove any perceived disincentive for partially
incapacitated workers to return to work on
alternative duties during the rehabilitation process.
Coverage for DEETYA trainees
There has been a proliferation of commonwealth
training programs for the long-term unemployed
that involve both workplace-based training and a
host employer and off-site training. The status of
these trainees as workers while they are undertaking
the workplace-based training is uncertain. The host
employers are currently at risk of unrestricted
common law proceedings if the trainees are not
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workers, and many are Simply not prepared to run
that risk.
The bill contains a provision which will empower
the Governor in Council to make an order which
will have the effect of deeming participants in
declared training programs to be workers for the
purposes of the Workcover scheme. For the
purposes of the Workcover legislation the provision
deems such workers to be employed by the persons
who provide the workplace-based training.
The provision also provides for the order to deem a
class of payments specified in the order to be
remuneration paid or payable in respect of the
persons deemed to be workers for the purposes of
the Workcover legislation. The commonwealth
government has agreed to fund the insurance costs
for these trainees at the industry rate for the period
of the program.
Government commitments
The bill also implements previous government
commitments to:
allow limited access by a worker to the
contribution component of his or her rolled-over
superannuation lump sum for the purposes of
approved capital expenditure without affecting
the worker's weekly payments;
mirror recent changes to the Transport Accident
Act by extending the medical and like
compensation payable under the act to include in
the case of deaths the payment of the reasonable
costs - not exceeding $1530, the current TAC
equivalent - of family counselling provided to
family members of the deceased worker by a
medical practitioner or registered psychologist. In
addition, the bill extends this proposal to cover
the family members of workers who have
suffered prescribed injuries; and
amend the secrecy prOvisions of the Accident
Compensation Act to permit the release of
information to the Commissioner of State
Revenue.
Technical amendments
The bill also makes a number of technical
amendments to both the Accident Compensation
Act 1985 and the Accident Compensation
(WorkCover Insurance) Act 1993. The most
important of these involve the insertion of
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provisions which are intended to give full effect to
the government's original intentions in relation to
certain aspects of the common law provisions of the
Accident Compensation Act 1985. To this end,
clause 32 of the bill amends section 135A of that act
so as to make it clear that, except as provided in the
amended section, a worker must not commence
common law proceedings to which section 135A
applies without first obtaining a determination of
the degree of his or her impairment for the purposes
of that section by the authority, authorised insurer
or self-insurer and, if required, complying with the
preliminary procedures outlined in the section.
Decisions by the Supreme Court and, more recently,
the Court of Appeal have held that the existing
provisiOns of section 135A do not achieve the
government's original intentions and the
amendments are intended to ensure that these are
achieved. The amendments will apply in respect of
all proceedings commenced on and after the date of
their commencement, which will be the date of royal
assent to the bill.
In addition, clause 33 of the bill amends
section 135A so as to make it clear that a decision by
the authority, authorised insurer or self-insurer that
a worker has a serious injury for the purposes of
section 93B of the act - which relates to a worker's
entitlement to weekly payments - is not to be taken
to be a determination of the worker's degree of
impairment for the purposes of section 135A unless
the decision specifically states that it is to be taken to
be a determination for those purposes.

It was never the government's intention that a
decision that a worker has a serious injury for the
purposes of section 93B would automatically be
taken to be a determination of the worker's degree
of impairment for the purposes of section 135A.
Nevertheless, the Court of Appeal has recently held
that to be the case. This means an assessment made
for a different purpose, and often before the relevant
injury has stabilised, will give the relevant worker
access to common law remedies irrespective of the
level of permanent impairment resulting from the
injury. For these reasons the government has
decided to make these amendments retrospective to
1 December 1992, excepting only proceedings
commenced and determined before the date of the
second reading of the bill.
The amendments made by both of these clauses
necessitate amendments to section 63 of the
Accident Compensation (WorkCover) Act 1992 and
to the Constitution Act 1975. However, as these
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involve direct amendments to the Constitution Act
1975, a statement for the purposes of section 85(5) of
that act is not required.
Other important technical amendments are:
clarification of the types of pensions the receipt of
which will affect a worker's entitlement to weekly
payments;
the imposition of an obligation upon workers and
employers to give the compensation payer certain
information relating to any pension or lump sum
amount which may affect a worker's entitlement
to weekly payments;
the introduction of a requirement that if a
direction of a conciliation officer is revoked by a
court an order for costs must be made in favour
of the worker;
the introduction of measures intended to ensure
that if in any County Court proceedings under
the Accident Compensation Act 1985 an outcome
is achieved which could have been achieved in
the Magistrates Court any party-party costs
payable to the worker must be at the relevant
Magistrates Court scales;
the extension of an existing power under warrant
issued by a magistrate to enter and search
premises, take possession of records and other
documents and retain those records and other
documents for certain purposes, which is
currently able to be used only for the purposes of
premium, to permit its use for the purposes of
determining whether any of the provisions of the
Workcover legislation are being contravened; and
amendments which improve the protection
afforded the convenor and members of medical
panels, including extending to them in the
performance of their duties the same protection
that is afforded to a Supreme Court Judge.
Conclusion
Victoria now has the lowest cost, fully funded
workers compensation system in Australia through
the prOvision of safer workplaces and better
return-tD-work and compensation rates for those
genuinely unable to work as a result of a workplace
injury.
We will not rest, however, until we are among the
world's best, and the government will continue its
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reform agenda and remain ever vigilant to achieve
this objective. Through our vigilance and
commitment to continuous improvement we will
ensure that Victoria's workers compensation scheme
is able to meet the real needs of employers and
workers and that it is not subject to attack from
those who would abuse the system for their own
gain.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjoumed on motion of Mr MICALLEF
(Springvale) .
Debate adjoumed until Thwsday, 30 May.

ELECTRICITY INDUSTRY
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
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miscellaneous amendments to other acts as part of
the electricity privatisation process.
This relatively short bill deals with a number of
further miscellaneous amendments to the Electricity
Industry Act 1993 and other acts. Part 1 of the bill
states its purpose, commencement dates and
identifies the Electricity Industry Act 1993 as the
principal act. Part 2 contains a number of
amendments to the Electricity Industry Act 1993.
The bill extends the operation of section 17 of the
act. Section 17 authorises Victorian Power Exchange
to give directions to electricity industry participants
when necessary for electricity system security and
safety. This section currently has a sunset date of 30
JW\e 1996. When that sunset date was included in
the act, it was assumed that the national electricity
market would have commenced by then and that
national market regulation would have overtaken
section 17. This will not have occurred and the bill
effectively extends the sunset date to 31 December
1997.

That this bill be now read a second time.

Members will be familiar with the restructuring of
the electricity supply industry, which has led to the
creation of a dynamiC group of companies, focusing
on commercial principles and customer service.
We have already seen benefits flowing from these
reforms, and from the privatisation of the five
distnbution businesses and the first generation
company, Yalloum Energy. These benefits include a
Significant reduction in the state debt, increased
customer choice, and the establishment of a soW\d
regulatory framework to protect customers from
anti-competitive practices, to maintain service
standards, and to ensure that a fair proportion of the
efficiency gains achieved by the restructured
industry are passed through to customers.

This bill is essentially administrative. It follows the
Electricity Industry (Further Amendment) Act 1995
which was passed in the last session of Parliament.
The main purpose of that act was to rationalise land
titles in the Latrobe Valley held by the generation
companies under the Electricity Industry Act 1993,
in particular the land required for the operation of
the Loy Yang A power station and the Hazelwood
power station. That act also provided for the
appointment of a deputy administrator of the State
Electricity Commission to assist in the
administration of residual assets and liabilities of the
SEC, conferred powers on the Chief Electrical
Inspector in relation to electrical safety, and made

The bill repeals section 34 of the act, which requires
the electricity corporations and VPX to submit
annual estimates of receipts and expenditure to the
Treasurer. This requirement duplicates part of the
corporate planning procedures contained in the Act
and is considered an unnecessary administrative
burden. The bill also includes a new provision
requiring the electricity corporations to comply with
their respective corporate plans.
Sections 42B and 46 of the act confer certain rights in
relation to the acquisition of land and the payment
of mWlicipal rates on 'generation companies' as
defined in the act. Both sections are amended by the
bill to confer the same rights on entities that are not
'generation companies' because they have been
exempted from the requirement to hold a generation
licence. The provisions will apply only where an
associated entity of the generation company does
hold a licence to operate the relevant generation
facilities.
The bill substitutes a new section 53 in the act, which
authorises the Treasurer and minister to give
directions to the administrator of the SEC. The new
section requires details of ~ directions given to be
included in the SEC's annual report and also
requires copies of the directions to be available for
public inspection, subject to confidentiality
requirements. These provisiOns replace an existing
power to give directions which does not contain a
publication requirement.
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A significant feature of the bill is that it establishes
the Office of the Chief Electrical Inspector as a
corporate body to carry out the functions and
exercise the powers of the Chief Electrical Inspector.
At present the Chief Electrical Inspector is an
individual rather than a corporate body. These
provisions of the bill will improve the
administration, accountability and reporting
requirements applicable to electrical safety
regulation.
The bill includes an exemption of specified things
from the operation of the Commonwealth Trade
Practices Act 1974. This provision replaces the broad
exemption currently contained in the Electricity
Industry (Trade Practices) Regulations 1994. A
principal purpose of this authorisation provision is
to ensure that the Victorian wholesale electricity
market can continue to operate, without the
prospect of challenge under the Trade Practices Act,
during the transitional phase to a national electricity
market. The authorisation also will ensure that the
regulation of electricity prices through to the year
2000 put in place by the government last year will be
able to continue without the prospect of challenge
under the Trade Practices Act.
The cross-ownership restrictions contained in part
13 of the act are amended by the bill so as to permit
a person to hold a controlling interest in two or more
licensees where the Office of the Regulator-General
is satisfied that the interests are held as passive
institutional investments only. At present this
exception applies only to the holding of substantial
interests.
Part 3 of the bill contains transitional and
consequential provisions.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LONEY
(Geelong North).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 30 May.

LEGAL PROFESSION PRACTICE
(DIRECT MORTGAGES) BILL
Second reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
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The bill will repeal section 5 of the Legal Profession
Practice (Amendment) Act 1995, the amending act,
which would have inserted section 40AA into the
principal act. Section 5 is due to come into operation
on 1 July 1996.
Section 40AA provides that a solicitor must not
receive any payment or repayment of principal
under a direct mortgage entered into on or after the
commencement of section 5 in any form other than a
cheque drawn by the lender or the mortgagor or a
bank cheque or bank draft payable to the order of
the mortgagor. Further, it requires a solicitor who
receives such a cheque or draft to pay it forthwith to
the person to whose order it is payable or as such
person directs. Contravention of the section is an
offence carrying a maximum penalty of 20 penalty
units, unless the contravention is with intent to
defraud, in which case the maximum penalty is 2
years imprisonment.
Section 4OAAarose out of the government's
deliberations last year on how to deal with the
financial crisis of the Solicitors Guarantee Fund.
Before the amending act was passed by Parliament,
Law Institute representatives expressed concern
about the operation of the proposed section 40AA
and agreed to put their objections in writing. To
allow due consideration of these objections, the
commencement of section 40AA was delayed until a
day to be proclaimed, but no later than 1 July 1996. I
note that no official written objections to section
40AA have been received from the institute.
Nevertheless, well-reasoned objections to section
40AA as drafted have been received from several
bankers and the property law section of the Law
Institute, which does not pwport to represent the
views of the institute.
While the objections to section 40AA could be
overcome by amendments, circumstances have
changed since the amending act was passed. At that
time, it was understood from information provided
by the Law Institute that, while most defalcations
arose out of contnbutory mortgage practices, direct
mortgages not involving financial institutions were
also a not insignificant source of defalcations. After
the act was passed, however, officers of the Law
Institute informed the government that they were
not aware of any defalcations arising from a direct
mortgage transaction in the past 12 years and that
defalcations arising from direct mortgages are
highly unlikely.

That this bill be now read a second time.

The government has also taken into account the fact
that section 40AA would reduce the income of the
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Solicitors Guarantee Fund to a significant extent. At
the time section 40AA was proposed, the Law
Institute could not provide an estimate of the total
amount of money tied up in direct mortgages
involving private lenders. It has since informed the
government that the amount is somewhere between
$1 billion and $2 billion. The effect of section 40AA
would be to reduce significantly the annual flow of
funds into solicitors' trust accounts and, therefore,
the income of the Solicitors Guarantee Fund.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjoumed on motion of Mr HULLS
(Niddrie).
Debate adjoumed until Thursday, 30 May.

HOUSING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mrs HENDERSON (Minister for Housing) - I
move:

Thursday, 16 May 1996

standards of habitation are included in part vn of
the Housing Act 1983, and the Director of Housing
is responsible for the enforcement of those
provisiOns.
In the absence of any other legislation in 1938
relating to building standards, to public health
standards and to the rights and duties of landlords
and tenants, legislative provisions defining the
minimum standards of habitation were required to
improve the general quality and safety of housing
stock and to provide safeguards for the rights of
renters. However, since then, the legislative and
regulatory framework has changed significantly.
The objectives of the standards of habitation
provisions in the Housing Act are now part of
specific legislation, namely the Health Act 1958, the
Residential Tenancies Act 1980 and the Building Act
1993.
Under the provisiOns of the Health Act, the
municipal council is the body responsible for
remedying all nuisances in its municipal district,
including nuisances arising from any building or
structure.

That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to remove regulatory
duplication in respect of building standards and to
bring the current legislative framework into line
with modern legislative developments in the areas
of building and health controls.
The first Housing (Standards of Habitation)
Regulations were made in October 1939 under the
Slum Reclamation and Housing Act 1938. The
regulations prescribed standards, and
non-complying houses were declared to be unfit for
human habitation. The Slum Reclamation and
Housing Act resulted from a report prepared by the
Housing Investigation and Slum Abolition Board of
Inquiry, which was set up in September 1936 to
examine the standard of housing conditions in
Victoria and to propose ways of improving the
unsatisfactory health and housing conditions which
were prevalent at the time.
The standards of habitation provisions proposed to
be discontinued predate the Health Act 1958, the
Residential Tenancies Act 1980 and the Building Act
1993.
The original standards of habitation provisiOns were
later incorporated into the successive housing acts
and the relevant regulations upgraded and redrafted
over the years. Currently, the prOvisions regarding

The provisions of the Building Act set the standards
for the construction and maintenance of buildings
together with a system for enforcing building and
safety matters and for resolution of building
disputes. Under the act, municipal councils have
specific responsibility for administration and
enforcement of safety and building standards in
their municipal district.
The Residential Tenancies Act defines the rights and
duties of landlords and tenants, including the
requirement to keep the rented premises in good
repair. The Residential Tenancies Tnbunal deals
with landlord-tenant disputes, including matters in
relation to property conditions.
The current legislative and regulatory framework,
the changes over the years in the role of local
government, and the principles of micro-economic
reform provide compelling reasons to discontinue
the habitation standards provisions in the Housing
Act. This course of action is also in line with the
government objective of minimising the extent of
regulation and other imposts on businesses and
individuals and avoiding duplication of functions
and responsibilities.
The proposal to discontinue the habitation standards
function requires transitional arrangements to deal
with the existing notices and charges on the titles of
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land. It is proposed that the Director of Housing
retain a power to recoup money owed and to
remove a charge from a title once the amount is
repaid, and that councils will be able to take action
in respect of directions issued by the Director of
Housing before the commencement of this act.

into effect on 1 May 1996. This dual proclamation
was made in order that the preliminary matters
could be finalised before the whole act came into
operation, for example the physical establishment of
the tribunal, appointment of its chairperson and
officers and so on.

In respect of properties with a notice on the title
relating to the standards of habitation provisions, it
is proposed to empower municipal councils to carry
out a property inspection and to notify the Titles
Office when the notice is no longer required.
Associated costs for this action can be recovered in
line with the consequential amendment to the Local
Government Act.

One section of the act, section 158, should have been
proclaimed from 1 May but was inadvertently
proclaimed from 1 April. The amendment in this bill
rectifies that proclamation and ensures that no
person or body who commenced building work (or
undertook certain other activities in relation to the
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd) during this
one-month period is disadvantaged in any way
compared to those who commenced building work
prior to 1 April 1996. Those persons who commence
building work after 1 May 1996 of course come
under the provisions of the Domestic Building
Contracts and Tnbunal Act 1995 as was originally
intended.

Given the councils' responsibilities in relation to
health, safety and building standards in their
municipal districts, these inspections would allow
them to deal with all issues relating to property
conditions. As there will be no new notices, these
provisions would be only transitional, allowing for a
progressive removal of the existing notices and
charges from the titles of land.

I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Ms KOSKY
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 30 May.

DOMESTIC BUILDING CONTRACTS
AND TRIBUNAL (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr~CLELLJUN(~~forP1anningand

Local Government) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This machinery bill serves two main purposes:
firstly, it amends an inappropriate proclamation of
one section of the Domestic Building Contracts and
Tribunal Act 1995 and ensures that no person is
adversely affected by that proclamation, and
secondly, it makes a number of procedural
amendments to domestic building-related legislation
to improve the operation of the Domestic Building
Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995.
The Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act
1995 was proclaimed to come into effect on two
dates. Parts 4, 5 and 8 were proclaimed to come into
effect on 1 April 1996 with the remainder coming

There are a number of additional minor
amendments proposed in the bill, the combined
effect of which is to facilitate the operation of the
domestic building regime introduced by the
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act.
These amendments include, first, the revision of the
definition of prescribed building practitioner and
recognised person to include building inspectors
registered under the Building Act 1993. The purpose
of this amendment is to enable these inspectors to
conduct inspections under the Domestic Building
Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995 and also to enable
such people to make reports in relation to
owner-built houses which the owner-builder
proposes to sell within the applicable insurance
period.
The second amendment will increase the
membership of the Building Practitioners Board to
enable domestic builder representation in
recognition of the board's increased involvement
with domestic builders following the passage of the
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995,
for example by its registration of such builders.
The third amendment will create a new
regulation-making power to exempt a person or
body from all or some of the prOvisions of the act.
The amendment would provide grea~ flexibility in
the operation of the act by, for example, exempting
the builder from certain obligations where the
government or professional body acting as the
owner is in control of the contractual documentation
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and is not in need of certain protections afforded by
the act.
Representations have been received by government
to the effect that there may be some ambiguity in the
ability of developers of large domestic high-rise
properties to sell off the plan before they have
entered into a construction contract with a registered
builder. While the government has received legal
advice that there is no such ambiguity, the
government is anxious to put the matter beyond all
possible doubt and is therefore proposing a minor
amendment to section 137e of the Building Act 1993.
I believe that this small series of minor technical
amendments will significantly improve the
efficiency of this major area of reform for the
government. I am certain all Victorians and
particularly home owners and the building industry
will benefit from the dramatic improvements the
Domestic Building Contracts and Tribunal Act 1995
is bringing to this sector.

I commend the bill to the house.
I deviate from my speech to say that I am advised
that whereas it was anticipated that some 15 ()()()
domestic builders would register as they were
obliged to by 1 May, the present number is a little
over 7000. If anyone can find the missing 7000-odd
builders in Victoria we would be grateful for their
names and addresses so we can give them the
appropriate prompt to ensure they register by 1 May.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr DOLUS
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 30 May.
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encouraging message from Victoria about where we
are going and where we have been over the last term
of Parliament. I congratulate new members on both
sides on their election to this chamber.
I thank the electors of Ballarat West for their
confidence in re-electing me. I thank my electorate
team, my wife, my staff and my family for their
support.

I take this opportunity to make a few comments on
the tragedy of Port Arthur and how that hit the City
of Ballarat. Sadly, two of the victims of the Port
Arthur shootings were from the Ballarat area. I refer
to the late Merv and Mary Howard of Dunnstown.
Merv and Mary Howard were two very well-known
identities in our community. Merv was well known
right throughout the sporting world, especially
through football and the Victorian Country Football
League, where he was executive secretary: he was
very strongly associated with football right
throughout Victoria. I can assure you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, that the Ballarat community was greatly
distressed by the tragedy and the loss of this very
popular couple. The tribute paid to them at their
funeral was outstanding.

I took the opportunity to visit the Howard's five
children, aged between 27 and 18, on the second day
after the tragedy, which was something that will
always be in my mind and heart. The sadness that
came upon that family so suddenly is unique and I
do not think any of us can contemplate it.
The Treasurer recently gave his autunm economic
statement, which was basically a report on the last
term of the Kennett government and the plans for
the 53rd Parliament and the new term of the
government of Victoria.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr DIXON (Dromana) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - I rise to speak on
the address-in-reply to the speech given by the
Governor at the opening of the 53rd Parliament two
days ago. My congratulations to you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, on re-election to your commission as
Chairman of Committees and Deputy Speaker. I
trust you will have another enjoyable term. I also
congratulate the Premier and the coalition on their
re-election. It was a terrific effort and an

I must make a few comments on the past term and
what an outstanding term of government it turned
out to be because there is no doubt, despite all the
pressures and hard decisions that were made and
the reaction to those, that Victoria is certainly on the
move. That is as a result of great leadership and
sound policy.
My electorate and my community - and the area
includes Ballarat East, Ballarat West and
surrounds - have responded magnificently to the
direction given by the Kennett government. As the
big ship has now been turned around and is moving
forward once again, industry is on the move. When
we arrived in government in 1992 industry and
commerce were dead and slow, and trade was
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dormant. The community was just dawdling along.
Once steam was built up in the boilers of the great
ship, away we went and we are moving forward. A
massive turnaround in confidence has taken place.
The years between 1993 and 1996 will go down in
history as the time of the rebirth of our community.
We had our gold rush in the early days, and I can
assure you that Ballarat is on the move again now.
We have recently elected a very good new council
and it is moving into top gear to get the
amalgamation structure into place and present a
united front, and it is working well. I congratulate
the mayor and councillors, the executive and the
team there on what they are doing for the Ballarat
area.
Mr Maclellan - They may up the rates!
Mr JENKINS - Yes, they may up the rates but
we will work on that, Minister.
The new economic development board is active and
is attracting industry, which I will speak on shortly.
The tourism board has been established and we are
seeing the results of its promotional efforts as many
tourists come into our area to visit Sovereign Hill.
Tourism is constantly increasing with local, state,
interstate and overseas visitors.

Our new university is flying along and we are
looking forward to full cooperation between the
university and our community as they move into the
technological area through information technology.
The previOUS Kennett government put Ballarat
forward as an IT centre and I must report the success
of the first stage of that process. The ISSC
consortium has established a magnificent new
complex at Mount Helen, which is up and running
efficiently and is undertaking
Vicroads-PfC-government contracts along with
contracts throughout Victoria, Australia and Asia.
The staff are settling in very well after their
relocation. It is most encouraging to see this
magnificent new complex alive and alert and
operating 24 hours a day, 365 days a year as it is
processing the data transmitted through high-speed
technology. It has been a long haul to obtain the
turnaround of the ship. There have been many
sacrifices during that time, but the results are on the
board.
During its last term the government took up the
challenge and the Ballarat electorate appreciated the
decisions made by the government. With regard to
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the way we are heading in the future, the Governor
stated:
The government will strengthen its Rural Victoria 2001
strategy under which all ministers, departments and
agencies are required to develop ongoing initiatives
that contribute to the future of country Victoria.

Further, he said:
Our technological capacity will draw further
development in its own field, as is being evidenced

with the growth of the Ballarat Technology Park. This
same technology, and the networks which provide its
infrastructure, will be used to develop sophisticated
international invesbnent promotions for Victoria's
world-dass food industry for wool, resources and
regional manufacturing.

As we face the challenges of the late 1990s and move
towards the year 2000 there is no doubt that Ballarat
is taking up that challenge and taking it up in a
forceful way.
Where does the future of Ballarat lie? It lies in the
development of information technology, industrial
development, education, health, retail and service
industries, goldmining, rural production, including
clean food, sound municipal planning and
coordination of authorities, tourism, hospitality, and
sport.
The Minister for Industry, Science and Technology
yesterday announced a $2 million grant towards the
establishment of a business enterprise centre at the
new technology park. There are some brilliant
companies in Ballarat that are vigorously
introducing technology and modern techniques.
Those companies are already established in Ballarat
and keen to progress. I compliment the university in
Ballarat for its help and cooperation in this exciting
venture. Ballarat will become the silicone valley of
Australia over the next decade, and I look forward
to taking part in that interesting development.

An interesting development is being undertaken by
Northgate Communications, which will cable the
Ballarat area with a high-speed data transmission
network. That private company will spend
$20 million on the project. Another company,
Bendix, has celebrated its 40th year in Ballarat and is
about to establish a new handbrake manufacturing
technology that will increase employment by 185
personnel. It is an exciting project and the company
will be one of only five manufacturers in the world
to use this technology for the automobile industry.
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There are other component manufacturers for the
automobile industry, including Miric, K & K
Fasteners and CMI Consolidated Metal Industries.
Those companies are expanding and are flat out
trying to keep up with the manufacture of parts.
Another interesting fledgling company which has
shown initiative through the policies of the Kennett
government is Athlogen, which manufactures
massage tables and podiatry chairs. That company is
exporting its products overseas as well as for use in
Australia. Recently I visited the company and was
impressed with the technology it is using. Over the
coming years that company will grow into a great
one.
Another initiative in the Ballarat area is a company
developing low-cost housing for third world
countries. It recently negotiated a deal to
manufacture 3000 kit homes for the Philippines. The
homes are Third World standard, designed to be
cyclone and tropical proof. The company is also
negotiating for another 10 000 kit homes yet to be
manufactured. It is a great opportunity for local
initiative and production as well as local
employment. I wish the company well in its venture.
A recent announcement by the Premier during the
election campaign, after many months of
negotiation, is the establishment in Ballarat of a
Japanese noodle manufacturer, Hakubaku. Why
would a Japanese company come to Ballarat?
Because it is the best place to make noodles. Primary
industry will have the opportunity to grow products
for processing through that plant - such as
buckwheat, which is a new product in the Ballarat
area. I compliment the Premier on taking time
during the election campaign to make that
announcement. At almost the same time the Premier
was announcing the new developments for Ballarat
and the creation of new jobs and new industries, the
Leader of the Opposition came to Ballarat and
played football.
Another exciting announcement yesterday was the
signing of a contract with Ubra Holdings to
establish a factory at the Ballarat Industrial Park. It
took a team effort with my Ballarat colleagues, the
. Ballarat Economic Development Board, Business
Victoria and others to get that established. We got
together and attracted Ubra Holdings to Ballarat. It
is a large international company which currently has
four new factories. On Monday last I met with the
directors of Libra Holdings and they announced that
they will build an additional nine or ten factories.
That is exciting for Ballarat. The company will
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produce light globes, airconditioners and plastic and
building products. Many of those products will be
used in Australia and many will be exported. It is
pleasing to have companies establishing their
manufacturing plants and bringing modern
technology to Ballarat. I understand that until now
there has been only one light globe manufacturer in
Australia, at Newcastle. This new plant will produce
modern, fluorescent, long-life, low wattage light
bulbs to industrial requirements. Additional
factories will be opened.
One of my greatest concerns is that Ballarat will not
have enough trained people to fill the jobs over the
next two or three years. We must ensure that our
training programs are up to scratch because industry
demands skilled employees. Why are these
companies coming to Ballarat? It is because of our
bracing weather, sunshine and, more importantly,
because Ballarat has a stable work force. Many
employees in Ballarat have been in the same place
for 30 to 35 years whereas in some parts of
Melbourne employees do not stay in one place for
very long.
One initiative of the Oty of Ballarat over the past
three years has been the establishment of an office in
Hong Kong, where Mr Wai Man Woo and his wife,
Connie, represent Ballarat. Mr Wai Man Woo is an
investor and developer in Hong Kong and China
who has adopted Ballarat as his Australian base. He
has also encouraged 130 business people from Hong
Kong, China and other parts of Asia to visit and
consider investing in Ballarat in the future; and
Libra Holdings managing director, Mr Chan, is one
of those 130 businessmen. Ballarat has also enjoyed
the support Mr Anthony Go, who is with the
Victorian government office in Hong Kong.
Anthony has been a great performer for Ballarat and
we are now seeing the results of his efforts and those
of Mr Wai Man Woo in getting people to establish
new factories in Ballarat.
The state is open to encouraging industrial and
commercial trade with countries such as Japan,
Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, the Philippines
Taiwan and India. Recently my colleague from
Ballarat East and I have been negotiating with an
Indian gentleman who is keen to commence trading
in the Ballarat area, and his two requirements are
dairy products and wool. I am continuing
negotiations with him so I suggest that those in the
dairy industry should be alert to opportunities for
trade with India.
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Ballarat is also on the move in education and health,
but I will leave discussion of those topics to my
colleague the member for Ballarat East. The
goldmining industry is undergoing a resurgence in
Ballarat, and I can assure the house that another
gold boom is about to occur in Victoria.
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Mr JENKINS - I am very parochial. Football is
another popular sport, and at this stage I must
compliment the North Ballarat Football Oub on its
success in having a team in the Victorian Football
League.

Mr Traynor - Have they won a game?
Retailing services have already responded to the
challenges of the Kennett government, and shopping
centres and other service industry facilities in
Ballarat are being upgraded. It is also encouraging
for me to learn that tradespeople are very busy especially after having left my trade!
Rural production has always been important to
Ballarat and much of the land in the area is
producing good, clean food for local and overseas
consumption. All of these good results have come
about through sound municipal economic planning.
Mr Hamilton - You might even get a council
one day.
Mr JENKINS - We have a good council: the
councillors have been elected and they are already
into it.
The good results are a consequence of the
tremendous cooperation of the government, and we
look forward to that continuing. Another factor
attracting investment in Ballarat is the tourism
industry's proposal to build a new $35 million, four
or five-star hotel. Ballarat has never had a hotel of
that size, but there is obviously now a demand for
such a complex. I look forward to the final
negotiation of that development.
Sport is also another attraction in Ballarat. We have
always had great sporting facilities.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JENKINS - I assure the member for
Morwell, who came from Ballarat, that I will be
mentioning the North Ballarat Football Oub. I know
that he was a footballer and that he was suspended a
few times. Ballarat has a strong racing industry as
well as being well known for its attraction to the
sport of rowing. Lake Wendouree was the venue of
the i956 Olympic rowing events, and that course is
still used regularly. Basketball is also a popular
sport - it is almost an industry in Ballarat.

Mr Cooper - You're a bit parochial!

Mr JENKINS - They've won a couple of games,
but I think they were beaten by a team from the
Latrobe Valley when they played at Traralgon. I
guess they couldn't breathe becauSe of the pollution
down there!

North Ballarat Football Oub has the most senior and
junior teams of any club in Australia, and although
it does not have the most supporters in Australia I
am sure it is heading in that direction. Nevertheless,
it has the largest number of teams, from the juniors
right through to the seniors in the VFL. If any
member wants to challenge that statement, he
should do so now, because we are going to crow
about that, particularly as we are known as the
Roosters. I wish the North Ballarat Football Club
luck as it takes up the challenge of succeeding in the
Victorian Football League. I have no need to ask the
Minister for Sport, who is at the table, for any funds
for their success.
It is also worth noting that Ballarat High School, a
government school, is one of two Ballarat schools
showing initiatives in sport. The Ballarat High
School is responsible for educating two members of
this house.

Mr Hamilton - One better than the other.

Mr JENKlNS - Yes, and one more educated
than the other. The Ballarat High School has become
a sporting high school and this year has started a
program of excellence in sport. The program
developed by the high school will be recognised by
other Schools of the Future as a leader in the field.
The other school taking on a similar program is
Sebastopol Secondary College, which has the
support of the Minister for Education. In the lead-up
to the establishment of the Ballarat High School
program, both the honourable member for Ballarat
East and myself visited schools in Sydney to study
how their programs worked. That resulted in the
implementation of an outstanding program for the
Ballarat High School. So we can look forward to
more future sporting champions coming from
Ballarat as a result of those initiatives. Of course, we
are all very proud of Ballarat's top sportsman, Steve
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Moneghetti, who is still making his mark
throughout the world based on his success in
marathons.
In conclusion I can only say that Ballarat is alive,
alert and moving forward with great enthusiasm
and gusto. Much of it has to do with the direction
taken by the Kennett government in the last
Parliament and with the one that is now in place. We
look forward to the continuing movement forward
of this great state. It is my pleasure to continue to
provide service to the electorate of Ballarat West,
Ballarat and the state of Victoria.

Mr SAVAGE (Mildura) - I am proud and
honoured to have the opportunity to stand here in
the Legislative Assembly representing the people of
the Mildura electorate. This is not the first time an
independent has represented this electorate in its
history. It is 40 years since the last true independent,
Mr Mutton, rejoined the Labor Party in 1956.
Congratulations to you, Mr Speaker, on your
elevation to the chair, and similarly to the Deputy
Speaker.
I am not sure whether being the last of the new
members to speak is a good position to be in, but
nonetheless the opportunity is well received. I am
pleased to have this opportunity to make my first

speech during the debate on the motion for the
adoption of the address-in-reply to the Governor's
speech made at the opening of the 53rd Parliament.
In 1993, when I was sworn in as the new shire
president for the Shire of Mildura, I had the honour
of having His Excellency and Mrs McGarvie present
during the formalities. I recall that His Excellency
gave one of his excellent spontaneous speeches to
conclude the ceremony.
I acknowledge the efforts of my predecessor,
Mr Craig Bildstien, in the two terms that he served
this Parliament and the Mildura electorate. It is also
of some importance that I recognise former
parliamentarians, Milton Whiting and Ken Wright. I
have always had enormous respect for
Milton Whiting, who represented Mildura from 1%2
until 1988, a total of nearly 25 years. Equally I
acknowledge Ken Wright who represented North
Western Province for nearly 20 years until his
retirement in 1992. In terms of parliamentary
commitment and community involvement those two
parliamentary representatives are unparalleled and
have been an inspiration to me.
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After 26 years service in the police force it was with
some regret that I submitted my resignation upon
successfully contesting the seat of Mildura. I am sure
that my parliamentary colleagues who are likewise
former serving members of our state police service
would readily recall their own regret at the
permanent cessation of duty. Without a doubt
Victoria has the best police force in Australia. It is a
professional and highly motivated organisation to
which some of the finest men and women of this
state belong. Those same police professionals will
lay down their lives for our respective communities
and historically have done so on many occasions.
The Victoria Police Force of 1970, when I joined, was
not the same organisation it is today. The
undeserving focus on trivial events or mistakes
tends to detract from the realities and the overall
excellent service given by more than 10000
members of our state police service. I would do it all
again with little change if I were 19 again. I recall the
occasion 25 years ago shortly after I joined when I
was relegated to the solitary duty of guarding
Parliament on a cold winter day. The columns and
steps in Spring Street have little to offer during a
windswept day, so I am therefore very pleased to
have this opportunity to participate inside this
forum.
I congratulate the Premier and the Deputy Premier
for standing firm and resisting an unnecessary royal
commission into the Victoria Police Force. The
vociferous clamour by a few fringe elements was not
reflective of the true community sentiment. Some of
these unelected and unrepresentative groups and
individuals appear more interested in promoting
anarchy rather than truth and justice. Victims of
crime certainly appear to be a low priority or
irrelevant to their rantings.
The Mildura electorate is the third largest in Victoria
with 26 050 square kilometres. The region extends
from the historic Beulah dog fence to Yelta,
Lindsay Point, Morkalla and other localities that I
am sure you are all familiar with. My electorate has
Significant diversity of primary industry from
dry-land farming, such as wheat, wool, fat lambs,
together with irrigated land for production of citrus,
dried fruits and wine grapes.
As well as geographic differences there is Significant
diversity among the people within my electorate. At
a recent council restructure information night that
difference was well described by an Ouyen farmer
and local identity, Mr Michael Q'Callaghan, who
said, 'We are different here in Ouyen. We have dust
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running in our veins whereas in Mildura you have
red wine'. Tourism is also an important factor in the
lifeblood of my electorate, which contributes
significantly to the wealth of Victoria.
I chose to stand for election to the Legislative
Assembly because I was dissatisfied with the
standard of representation of my predecessor and I
have a strong commitment to work for the
community. We are fortunate to live in a country
where such equality and opportunity still exists.

One unhappy aspect of my journey here was being
the subject of a significant and continuing campaign
of character assassination and blatant lies by one,
Max Thorbum, the owner and editor of the Mildura
Sunday Independent Star. Max Thorbum is a survivor
and not a mend of mine. Unfortunately, he is one of
those people who cannot be sued successfully,
extorts money from some of his advertisers and can
be described as a blackmailer. The Australian
Press Council and the Country Press Association
seem unable to deal with this person.
What do the people of the Mildura electorate want?
They want equity of service and funding to the same
extent as our city counterparts. Mildura is one of the
most remote and disadvantaged electorates in
Victoria. Until Echuca achieves the return of its
passenger rail service, Mildura will be the only
remote location with railway tracks but no
passenger service except Baimsdale.
In 1988 the retention of the Vinelander was an
election promise by the former member for Mildura
and the then Leader of the Opposition, now the
Premier. The community universally hates the
alternative bus service for a number of valid reasons.
Country people are not different to city dwellers,
and we deserve the same degree of consideration. If
a service is withdrawn in the city it is possibly less
noticeable than it is in the country because it is
absorbed by many more services.

Case mix has not been equitable for the Mildura
Base Hospital because it does not take into account
the tyranny of distance and the resultant extra costs.
It is not acceptable to close wards in country
hospitals so that our elderly people are shunted off
to die in distant locations such as Ouyen. For
example, in March this year an 83-year-old totally
and permanently incapacitated veteran, the holder
of the Order of Australia, was sent to Ouyen to die
and therefore cut off from his elderly wife and
family. On the basis of fairness and justice I hope
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that good government will address some of these
issues.
When I scanned through the interim parliamentary
handbook I noted there are some obvious
similarities among members of the Legislative
Assembly. Service in local government is obviously
a common thread and starting point for many
members, and many members of the teaching and
legal professions are represented. However, a new
trend is developing now and the election of former
members of the police service may rectify the
imbalance of represented profeSSions.
I thank my wife and family and all my friends for
making the sacrifices necessary to enable me to take
a seat in the Legislative Assembly. I also want to
thank the people of the Mildura electorate for
placing immense trust in me by electing me as their
representative. I shall do my best by working for my
electorate with this assembly for the betterment of
every Victorian.

Democracy is alive and well and there are some
lessons to be learnt by all the parties from my
election. Thomas Edison once said, 'If you do half
the things you are capable of you will truly amaze
yourself'.
Finally, Mr Speaker, I want to thank you and my
parliamentary colleagues for the warm welcome I
have received here. I also thank the staff of
Parliament for their continued and valued assistance
and friendship.

Mr CARLI (Coburg) - Firstly, Mr Speaker, I
congratulate you on your high elevation to the office
of the Speaker. I also congratulate the new members
on their election to this house. I look forward to their
future contributions to debate.
I will focus my contribution to the address-in-reply
debate on the economic development of the state,
examining not only information technologies but
also the underpinning of this government's so-called
economic revival. One of the things I want to
question is the idea of a business-like government.
The idea of government simply being a business is
false and a mystification of its role. Government
must be removed from the affairs of business; its
role must clearly be separate. Issues of government
ethics and probity are important. It is an idea that
we need to focus on because it has certainly come to
the fore in recent days.
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The weakness of much of the government's
introduction of so-called economic efficiencies is its
focusing on reproducing a small-business mentality
because it has been at the cost of the long-term
viability of the state. In the past three and a half
years the Kennett government has exerted
considerable energy in unleashing market forces. In
doing so it has sought to deregulate the labour
market, privatise public utilities and enforce free
market discipline. But in the so-called process of
returning to the market there has been a loss of the
notion of citizenship - that is, what is important to
our social wellbeing. The effects of that will be
reflected in the state's long-term economic
performance. What we may gain from the
introduction of short-term efficiencies we will lose as
a result of the long-term effects on the efficiency and
viability of the economy.
The government's attacks on community and
citizenship have included its budget cutbacks, its
closures of schools and hospitals, and the way it has
treated local government. The government has
undermined the very notions of community and
civic tradition that have been so highly regarded in
this state. It is no coincidence that the areas in which
there were significant swings against the
government in the recent election included country
Victoria and the established suburbs of Melbourne,
where there is a strong sense of community and
civic participation. There were much weaker
performances in areas near the city's periphery,
where notions of community are still weak and still
to be established.
The unleashing of market forces by itself does not
necessarily contnbute to a stronger economy in the
longer term, and, more importantly, it can also
deeply divide society. That not only worsens social
problems but also increases the likelihood of an
underperforming economy. If we are to build an
effective and educated society, which the Governor
referred to in his speech, we need to be more
inclusive. We have to combine the ideas of
competition and cooperation.
There is certainly a great deal of evidence around
the world to show that a combination of competition
and cooperation is an important element of the
fabric of well-performing economies. Recently I read
a book by Robert Putnam - Making Democracy
Work - that is an empirical study of what he calls
civic community. He selected well-performing
economies and identified the reasons for their
success. Not surprisingly he found that one of the
things which is fundamental to their economic
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performance is a strong sense of civic pride and
community participation. To have a functioning
economy people need a healthy level of trust and
cooperation. In a sense we should already know
that. We cannot have a market economy in which
buyers and sellers cannot trust each other and
cannot trust the transactions they make.
Trust and cooperation are important, regardless of
which way you frame your economic analysis.
Given the research work that is being undertaken at
the moment it is obvious that they are a
fundamental part of a strong economy. However,
state and federal Liberal governments want to attack
the labour market. They want to make people feel
insecure. They want to force people onto contracts,
create job losses, put pressure on families and local
networks, cause social destruction and attack the
community. That is fundamental not only to the
deregulation of the labour market but also to the
overall way in which cuts in government
expenditure have been enacted.
Today unemployment is no longer the only major
measme of social inequality. There has been an
enormous increase in part-time and casual work and
contract and temporary labour. The industrial
relations moves that have been made by the
Victorian government - the federal coalition has
foreshadowed similar changes - have contributed
to increases in inequality, which has harmed
workers who are not protected.
Britain has gone through a long period of what has
become known as Thatcherism, and in that country
there is now talk of a 30-30-40 society. The first
30 per cent are the long-term unemployed, the
people on the margins who cannot get jobs. The
Labor Party believes governments have a role to
play in bringing those people back into the work
force, yet we recently heard that the federal coalition
government wants to cut programs designed to get
those people back to work.
The second 30 per cent consists of people who,
although they are employed, are structurally
insecure; they are the people who live off part-time,
temporary, and casual work. The so-called reforms
to industrial relations and the deregulation of the
labour market have created that 30 per cent. When
we think about that in gender terms we realise that
there are significantly more women than men in that
category - and the same is true of certain ethnic
groups. We are creating a society in which people
are extraordinarily insecure and unable to make
long-term investments - such as buying homes or
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household goods. That has undermined and
continues to undermine important sectors of our
economy, the most obvious of which are housing
and construction.
The 40 per cent category comprises people who have
jobs and who enjoy some level of economic
certainty. They are a minority, but a significant
minority nevertheless. Increasingly we are seeing
governments that want to play up to that minority,
putting the people in the other categories at risk.
What are the risks in a 30-30-40 society? First of all,
the bottom 30 per cent are marginali.sed and
excluded; they do not and cannot become part of the
civic society because they are on the fringes. When
you have a government that is not committed to
bringing them back into regular work, the only
future they have is one of complete marginalisation.
No wonder increasing numbers of young people are
turning to drugs or having problems with living, not
just for the future but for today. Young people fear
for the future because they do not have much hope.
Governments must play a role in creating in our
young a sense of the future.
What happens to the insecure 30 per cent, those who
are increasingly affected by the changes in industrial
relations, which will deny them the protection
enjoyed by full-time workers? What happens to
those who have been affected by contracting out and
the compulsory competitive tendering we have in
local government?
Firstly, they are bad for the economy because they
cannot spend money on long-term investments.
They provide savings for the particular companies
that employ them, but they actually undermine the
overall economy. The justification for contracting
out and deregulating the labour market is that it
improves efficiency. The argument is that it is
efficient for firms to cut costs, to privatise welfare,
and to smash union power and therefore smash the
capacity of unions to protect workers' rights. Yet all
that does is heighten people's sense of insecurity,
their sense of risk and their sense of uncertainty. It
also undermines our economic viability - in fact, it
leads to an underperforming economy. It also leads
to firms making some fundamental mistakes such as
we have seen in the United States. During the 1980s
many firms shed their skilled workers, and they are
now being forced to re-employ many of those
workers.
Downsizing and contracting out reduces investment
in the work force, increases inefficiency and reduces
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the government tax base. As the number of
marginally employed increases, the economy
contracts, firstly because the employment of
part-time labor or temporary staff reduces the tax
base, and secondly because people have no desire to
purchase consumer items or make long-term
commitments, which creates a downward cycle in
demand.
We are already seeing the consequences of those
policies in the United States, which commenced the
process of downsizing before Australia. Many firms
in the US are now reinvesting in the labor market to
develop their skill base or are spending more on
infrastructure developments. The supposed
economic gains of the Reagan period, when the
bureaucracy and private firms shed labour by the
millions, are illusory.
The housing and construction sectors need people to
commit themselves to long-term investments such
as mortgages. Those industries are being affected by
the increased uncertainty caused by the economic
and industrial relations practices of the liberal
government. The black and cash economies will
increase and more people will become reliant on
social security benefits.
The Labor Party must oppose the development of
the 30-30-40 type society that I described before,
where more people are on the margin of society
facing increasing uncertainty for their future while a
Significant minority benefit. This process has
developed because of the policies of the government
and the globalisation of the Australian economy
through the demands of world competition.
Nevertheless, on the basis of equity, social justice
and the economic performance of this nation, we
should oppose it.
Robert Putnam found that economic performance
was strongest in regions where there were strong
links between cooperation and competition. That
should not surprise us at all. The United States
philosopher, Kenneth Arrow, has argued that
virtually every commercial transaction has within
itself an element of trust and certainty, just as any
transaction conducted over a period of time. It can
be plausibly argued that much of the economic
backwardness in the world can be explained by the
lack of mutual confidence. It is important to think of
trust in terms of ensuring cooperation. Robert
Putnam believed it was something we should invest
in or develop in the community through networks
and social relationships. It is not something that just
occurs, it is created over time.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
204

ASSEMBLY

Many country members know the level of trust
existing in country communities and they also know
that the trust has been damaged during the past few
years, perhaps because a school or hospital has been
closed, or local councillors have been sacked with no
explanation. People feel they have lost power or are
not in control of their communities. That feeling
pervades most of Victoria and is a reason for the
lack of cooperation and trust - it is undermining
the nation.
People accept public policy and the economic
blitzkrieg of the right partly because of their
knowledge of economics. We are dealing with the
economic man in competition in the market place people are prepared to cut each other's throats. That
notion undermines trust and cooperation, which is
fundamental in the economic performance of the
country.
I refer now to the developments in information
technology or the digital revolution to which the
Governor referred. I have a keen interest in this area
because I am the opposition's spokesman for
multimedia. Many years ago computers were stored
in multi-story buildings. They were huge and were
worth millions of dollars. Today I have on my desk
in my office an extremely small and far cheaper
computer. This revolution has no parallels in
modem society and has been driven by competition.
The competitive nature of the industry has driven
down prices and increased the power of computers.
The computer industry has developed so quickly
because of the trust and cooperation that exists in
the industry. I use the example of the Internet, which
was established by the United States Department of
Defence to link its super computers. It wanted to
ensure that if a nuclear war occurred its computer
system would still be intact. The defence department
allowed universities to tap into the system to spread
the information system. It meant there was not one
central computer storing all the strategic
information; it was spread throughout the country.
This system worked only with the cooperation of the
community. More people were allowed to join the
network to allow the enormous cost of the program
to be spread among the private and public sectors.
This system can now be used at nominal cost to the
community. To keep driving the digital revolution
we need cooperation and we need to accept that we
can learn from each other. This competition along
with cooperation will drive innovation and change.
I was pleased to hear the Governor say that the
government will invest in information technology
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and network systems. The government has done a
good job in this area. The Victorian network project
is world class; the networks in schools are world
class. These developments are not only important to
our economic performance but enable communities
to feel empowered. Increasingly we are dealing with
people's ability to be empowered by the information
they can obtain. It is a test of governments - the
Kennett government and the opposition - to ensure
the community has access to policies that underpin
these networks and encourage freedom of
information.
The United States of America is well advanced in the
level of information that is made available, and
would be concerned about the scrutiny of
governments. The Victorian government has yet to
allow the network to be fully scrutinised to achieve
the full potential of the Internet.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! The honourable member for Coburg will
have an opportunity to continue his remarks when
the matter is next before the Chair.
Debate interrupted pwsuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. unti12.03 p.m.
The SPEAKER - I advise the house that I have
given permission for still photographs to be taken
from the press gallery during question time today.
No additional lighting or flashlights will be used.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer to the Premier's
comment on 3AW yesterday when he said he was
offered a prospectus to invest in the Guangdong
Corporation. Who made this offer and when was it
made?
Mr KENNETI' (Premier) - I can't remember the
actual date on which it was made. I think I indicated
to the house yesterday or the day before that I had,
to the best of my memory, two meetings with the
people from Sino Securities. The first one was an
initial meeting to see whether I would meet with the
people from Guangdong Corporation when they
came to Melbourne at a later date when the shares
were listed, at which stage I said yes. At some stage
between the two, after the first, I got the prospectus.
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I can't remember on which date I got it, but I think it
came from Mr Li, who I think is the chief executive
officer of Sino.

Carers strategy
Ms BURKE (Prahran) - Will the Premier outline
to the house the steps being taken by the
government to implement the Victorian strategy for
carers, which is a great initiative in its second term
of office?

Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - One of the great
social challenges of this period, not only for the next
4 years but probably the next 20, is the way the
community in Victoria and around Australia will
come to grips with the large number of people in
society who have been looking after people with
disabilities all their lives. These are invariably family
members - sometimes their children - who as
carers are reaching the age where they are no longer
able to look after those they have been caring for for
the majority of their lives.
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not continue beyond the end of this four-year trial
period.

Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer the Premier to his
statement that there is no conflict of interest in the
purchase of shares in his wife's name in the
Guangdong Corporation. Why does the Premier
believe that is so, given that the shares were
purchased with the assistance of Mr Bruce
Mathieson at the same time as the government was
making major decisions about the gambling
industry in this state?
Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - As I said yesterday, I
welcome the honourable member to the Parliament
because he continues a long run of contributions by
politicians on the Labor side who, firstly, get the
facts wrong and, secondly, act in a way that
indicates that the party of which the honourable
member is a member is absolutely devoid of policy.

Honourable members interjecting.
There are estimated to be some thousands of these
people. They look after people with not only
physical but also mental disabilities. The
government has decided - and it announced this
during the election campaign - to try to run a
consistent program over the next four years to give
such people some relief so that they can enjoy a
period of comfort themselves. That relief can take
place in two ways: firstly, the caring parent or family
member can place the person who needs the
assistance in a respite home; or secondly, the
community can provide people to move into the
family home to care for the individual in his or her
own environment. It also involves the government
reviewing the practices in place at the moment to
find out in what other ways it can assist.
The government has provided $25 million for each
of the next four years for this program; that is on top
of the money that is already provided. Quite a
number of programs are currently in place. I believe
the program we announced about eight weeks ago is
a real and positive initiative to assist many members
of the community who are themselves ageing and
are simply not able to look after people who are in
need of help.
The program will be put into place as soon as
possible. It will be the result of consultation with
various interest groups. As I said, it will involve
$100 million. If we can develop programs that are of
value there is no reason why those programs will

Mr KENNETr - What did Pete Steedman say
about him?
Mrs Wilson - Who gives a continental?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETf - The honourable member for
Niddrie is wrong in saying that I got the shares
through Mr Mathieson. I did not.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETr - There was no assistance. I
responded to a prospectus - and that has been put
on the public record on a number of occasions over
the past few days. In terms of there being no conflict
of interest, if you look at the register of interests
requirements you will see that it is not required.

Electricity industry: privatisation
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - Will the Treasurer inform
the house of the impact on the budget of the
government's electricity privatisation program and
its distnbution sector on state debt?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I thank the
honourable member for his question because I know
he and other government members share an interest
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in seeing Victoria's finances resurrected from the
disastrous legacy of the Labor years.

It was suggested when the government commenced
its electricity privatisation program that the sale
prices would be insufficient to generate public sector
benefits that would offset the loss of dividends from
the companies that were privatised.
Indeed, in the so-called financial management key
principles statement delivered to the Victorian ALP
state conference on 15 October 1994, the Honourable
Theo Theophanous from the other place said:
... it is highly unlikely that the state government will
receive a sufficient price directly from the sale of
state-owned enterprises to offset the reduction in
dividends which those enterprises currently payor are
expected to provide in future years to the state.

Indeed, he was not alone in that belief because on
9 February 1995 the Leader of the Opposition said:
... the dividend, which is, as I said, $300 million, next
year even more, and without that $300 million, there
will have to be cuts to spending programs in schools,
hospitals, police ... if the government doesn't want to
cut spending in those areas, it will have to put up other
taxes ...

Yesterday we saw the budget judgment on those
predictions. Far from making cuts in spending, the
government has actually delivered significant
improvements in the delivery of services and the
resourcing of service delivery to the people of
Victoria. Far from increasing taxes, we have begun
the process of winding back taxes to remove Victoria
from the status of highest-taxing state in Australia
which Labor put it into. Far from not offsetting the
dividends, we have given a careful documenting in
yesterday'S autumn economic statement of the net
benefit to the budget sector.
After the sale of just one generating company and
the distnbution sector, the net benefit to the state
budget is $103 million in the current year, 1995-96,
but next year when we get the full-year effect of that
the net benefit after the replacement of dividends
will be $473 million.
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of Victoria as the very nadir of Victoria's financial
performance. Yet the Leader of the Opposition has
welcomed him as this new, fresh, Guilty Party face.
Not only did the Labor Party put him into
Parliament as a reward for the sound advice he gave
the Labor Party, but he has now been elevated to
have direct responsibility - The SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer is
straying from the question.
Mr STOCKDALE - He has now been elevated
to have direct responsibility, and in case he is the
economic illiterate that the record would suggest, I
refer him to page 117 of yesterday's autumn
economic statement, which carefully documents the
net benefit to the state and how it was arrived at.
As a member of the government with the ambition
of continuing to serve the people for a long time, I
congratulate the Leader of the Opposition because
not only is he our greatest asset but he has made
sure - by putting what the Guilty Party would do if
it were ever put back in charge of the state's
finances - that we will be secure here.

Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - In light of the advice
dated 13 September 1993 from Sino Securities
International Ltd to the Australian Stock Exchange
that the directors of Guangdong Corporation would
be unlikely to accept any further applications for
shares, how does the Premier explain that an
application for shares in his wife's name was
received, processed and accepted after this date; and
indeed, is it not a fact that the only reason this
occurred was because of the influence exerted. by the
Premier's friend and gaming machine king, Bruce
Mathieson?
Mr KENNE1T (Premier) - As I said earlier, I
welcome the new thrower of mud to the Labor
Party's frontbench. These were the tactics employed
so unsuccessfully by the former member of the other
place, David White, in the past three and a half years
but overwhelmingly rejected by the public because it
was clearly indicated that the people of Victoria
were more interested in results and, obviously,
policies that provide for their future.

We know the Leader of the Opposition has cursed
himself with the honourable member for

Williamstown as his economic and financial
adviser - a man who was an adviser to the Cain
and Kimer governments. We know what sort of
advice he gave them. We can read that in the history

I can only suggest to the honourable member who
has made these wild allegations that he ought to
take it up with Sino Securities rather than with me.
After the prospectus was filled in and sent in, it was
for that company to handle, and the honourable
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member's allegations of interference by anyone else
is, like most of his other questions today, ill formed
and incorrect.

Koori Heritage Trust
Mr LEAN (Carrum) - Will the Minister
responsible for Aboriginal Affairs inform the house
of the government's level of commitment to the
operations and development of the Koori Heritage
Trust?
MI5 HENDERSON (Minister responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs) - I thank the honourable
member for his question about a very important
Aboriginal organisation in Victoria. The Koori
Heritage Trust collects, maintains and exhibits
Victorian Aboriginal cultural items. The heritage
trust has a very important collection of more than
30 000 items. These indigenous cultural materials are
unique. Many of those artefacts have been
repatriated from overseas. The trust also aims to
promote and educate Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people about Koori culture. It
certainly gives a wonderful opportunity for the
Koori community to embrace, learn and teach their
own culture to other people. Recently I had the
privilege of visiting the trust's collection at Museum
Victoria. I was very surprised at the breadth of the
collection which is stored in every nook and cranny
at Museum Victoria.
The Koori Heritage Trust level of accommodation
has been unsatisfactory for quite a long time. As
others do, I believe it is important that the trust's
collection be housed in an appropriate place preferably in the central business district of
Melbourne. Therefore, the Victorian government has
provided grant funding to the trust of just over
$1 million to purchase a very important building in
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne, which will allow the
trust to operate and develop the centre there. An
additional $1 million has been approved for the
refurbishment of this building. That work will start
shortly.
I had the pleasure of visiting the new building,
which has enormous potential because it is a
magnificent property. The purchase will allow the
trust to move its administration and research
facilities into the new building and develop a new
cultural education centre, and will provide it with
temporary and permanent exhibition space, an art
studio, storage facilities which are appropriate for
this fine collection, and a resource centre and retail
outlet.
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This purchase in Lonsdale Street will be most
important in promoting Victoria's cultural heritage
to the wider community. It will give the Koori
Heritage Trust a great opportunity to be involved in
mainstream tourism and will attract many visitors
from overseas and within Australia to this
significant development. It will give us a first-class
cultural heritage centre for Melbourne. It is very
important that it be run and operated by the
Aboriginal community.

This is an appropriate time to put on record my
tribute to the previous minister, the honourable
member for Bendigo East, for the work he has done
in this area.

Guangdong Corporation: government
shareholdings
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer the Premier to his
comments in the house yesterday that the
government does not have any dealings with the
Guangdong Corporation and to the fact that the
Victorian Superannuation Fund and the Workcover
Authority both have large shareholdings in the
Guangdong Corporation. Why did the Premier not
tell the truth about this matter yesterday?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - Mr Speaker, it is true
that the Victorian Superannuation Board and the
Workcover Authority do have shares in Guangdong
Corporation. I think my answer yesterday was that
the government doesn't do business with
Guangdong Corporation. I think they were the
actual words I used. You can check it
out - you may have changed them to suit your
argument here today!

It is very much the same circumstance, as both those
authorities have a very large share portfolio. What
the board normally does is set guidelines and
appoint an investment committee. The investment
committee then appoints fund managers and the
fund managers go out and fill their requirements
based on a balance of shares.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr KENNE'IT - Yes, I do have detailed
knowledge because we knew that this question was
coming, thank you very much.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - You're so predictable. It just
shows a basic misunderstanding by the honourable
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member of how these things work. If a person has
shares in BHP - if it were the honourable member's
mother - she does not herself do business with the
company; she doesn't enter into contracts; and she
cannot influence their policy and change it. In the
same way, we here in government do not involve
ourselves in the purchase of shares, and the very fact
that these two organisations have a position in these
particular companies does not mean that they do
business with Guangdong Corporation.
That happens to be the reality of the situation. It is
still true, as I said yesterday, that the government
doesn't do business with Guangdong Corporation.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNE'IT - The Leader of the Opposition,
who is obviously a bit like I<im Beazley, a bit at sea
in this period of opposition and looking around for
someone else to lead the party, a.sks have I spoken to
the funds. Which funds do you mean?
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Premier to
ignore the interjection.
Mr KENNE'IT - The super fund? The answer is
no. Is there anything else you'd like to ask?
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Port of Geelong: sale
Mr PATERSON (South Barwon) - Will the
Treasurer outline to the house the benefits to the
Geelong region and Victoria in general of the recent
sale of the port of Geelong?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Last week the
government was able to announce the most recent
success in its privatisation program in getting better
commercial disdpline into both the operation and,
particularly, the ongoing development of Victoria's
ports.

Following a highly successful privatisation of the
port of Portland, where a local transport operator
and a major international infrastructure fund
acquired the port, giving it both expertise in port
operations and access to capital coupled with a
proven track record in the region, the port of
Geelong has now been sold to another majority
Australian-owned joint venture. In this case the joint
venture consists of the major transport operator
TNT Australia and Infrastructure Investment
Corporation - another infrastructure investment
fund, not related to the stakeholder in Portland which hold 30 per cent and 70 per cent respectively.
The day-to-day operation of the port will be
conducted by TNT.

The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr KENNETr - This man goes gibber, gIbber,
gtbber and now asks the question over the table did
I give them any advice. I have no relationship with
any of the super funds except for a period of time
when I was on the parliamentary super fund as
Leader of the Opposition, but since then have not
been involved with any, and certainly neither a
government nor a minister gives any advice to any
fund based on their investment portfolio.
Whether you come to grips with government and
start to understand it - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member and
the Leader of the Opposition have something in
common - they both lost their seats in the federal
Parliament because they were deemed by the
electorate to have passed their use-by date. Both of
you failed, and you will continue to fail here. You
have got nothing to offer unless you can start to
show the people of Victoria that you are about
policy, rather than continuing to direct all of your
attention to personalities.

There could scarcely be better news for Geelong
than the tremendously important developments in
the port of Geelong. Geelong is the gateway to
Victoria's Western District, a massive producer on
an internationally efficient scale, a manufacturing
centre in its own right and, potentially, an adjunct to
the transport hub, with effective road and rail
connections through Melbourne. To have TNT
invested with the incentive to actually make
Geelong a major transport hub is tremendous news
for the local regional economy. This development
reflects the modem trends in transport, such as
vertical integration in ownership, as in this case,
integration of transport modes, close cooperation
and the development of door-to-door delivery
capacity, which is one of the keys in making modem
transport really effective.
The port of Geelong has suffered for a long time in
the shadow of the port of Melbourne. Indeed, during
its period in office the Labor Party actually brought
the ports together, and at one stage proposed to
bring them together into a single entity, so that all of
Victoria's ports would be under the vested interests
of the port of Melbourne.
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It has always been in the interests of the Victorian
economy, and particularly in the interests of the
exporters and importers who use the ports, that
there should be strong competition across Victoria's
ports to maximise the effectiveness of investment
and development and to give the ports a real
incentive to provide better service for the users of
those ports.
Having an aggressive firm like 1NT come in with a
clear financial and business incentive to make a
success of the port of Geelong is not only
tremendous news for the regional economy but
great news for exporters and importers right across
Victoria, because the direct benefit in Geelong is
only part of the story.
The fact that we now have two aggressive and
proven operators running the two regional ports
puts pressure on not only the port of Melbourne but
also other Australian ports. As the ports are
progressively connected by upgraded road
infrastructure, complemented in Melbourne by the
City Link project, and linked by the National Rail
Freight Corporation, the costs of land bridging
goods between ports and between major population
centres will be reduced, thereby ensuring that
Geelong and Portland will be in a very good
position to compete with Melbourne and the other
major ports around the country.
This privatisation is also important because in
common with many, many other areas of
government activity it demonstrates the Kennett
government's capacity to work constructively with
unions. At the very time when the Maritime Union
of Australia was torpedoing the privatisation plans
of ANL, this government was negotiating with the
union an effective memorandum of understanding,
which not only committed the union to the
privatisation of the port but actually harnessed its
efforts to work positively to capture the benefits of
reforms for the general public interest. There is in
place an effective regulatory regime, with 22 per
cent reductions in port charges locked in through a
pricing order through to 2000. Together with a
deepening of the channel, that represents the
opening of a whole new era in the development of
the Geelong regional economy and the western
region of Victoria.
This is extremely good news. I compliment all the
local members on the government side who have
taken such a positive attitude in pointing out the
benefits of these developments for the Geelong
community. I cannot include the honourable
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member for Geelong North in that, because he has
engaged in the usual carping criticisms, showing yet
again that the Labor Party is unable to comprehend
the massive opportunities this reform opens up for
his area. I think he serves his electorate very badly
indeed in not pointing out to people in Geelong that
this is a brand new era, with a new dynamiC
operator driving one of the major assets in the
regional economy. It is very good news for Geelong.

Premier: pecuniary interests
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) - I refer the Premier to
comments made by Mr Bruce Mathieson on the
Today Tonight show that he has never in his life
approached the Premier or had any discussions with
him in relation to shares. I refer also to the letter the
Premier faxed to Channel 7 on Monday afternoon in
which he states that Bruce Mathieson approached
him in 1993 about the public float of the Guangdong
Corporation. Who is telling the truth, the Premier or
Mr Mathieson?
Mr KENNETf (Premier) - You are really having
a bit of trouble reaching into the barrel now, aren't
you? What a stupid question! I have said over the
past two or three days and I said again in the house
today that the first contact we had about this matter
was some time in September or thereabouts and that
we followed up when the company came to
Melbourne to list. That stands on the public record
and remains the case.

In respect of any query you may have about
Mr Mathieson, I suggest that you ask him directly.
And if you cannot approach him and speak to him,
do as Channel 7 did - go to Duttons and falsify the
reason you want a car so you can position that
vehicle for or against the story you are running.
Unfortunately much of the conduct of Channel 7 has
displayed in putting this story to air has not been
honest. I can only suggest to the honourable member
that if he has any queries at all he ought to take them
up with the person who made the comments he is
querying.
Mr Hulls interjected.
Mr KENNETf - Through you, Mr Speaker, I say
to the honourable member for Niddrie that he is
asking me about a comment Mr Mathieson made. If
he is asking - -

Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I would like
interjections from my left to cease, otherwise I will
go to the next question.
Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale should know by now that he
does not speak when the Speaker is on his feet.
Mr Mica11ef - Sorry.
The SPEAKER - Order! Not even to say sorry.
Some people are slow learners.
Mr KENNETI - As I was saying, the question
was about comments I have made, and I have
explained that. The honourable member for Niddrie
has asked me a question about answers
Mr Mathieson gave. I cannot answer those and I
cannot say anything further. I suggest that the
honourable member go to the person who provided
those words.

Police and court complex, Sunshine
Mr TRAYNOR (Ballarat East) - Will the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services inform
the house about the future of the police station and
court complex at Sunshine?
Mr W. D. McGRATII (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I thank the honourable
member for Ballarat East for his question and
congratulate him on a great win by a margin of 27
votes! Magnificent! Of course, the honourable
member has long had an active role in and been cl
strong supporter of the Victoria Police Force. He has
a specific interest in making sure the facilities for
police around the state are up to the mark.
Yesterday morning the Attorney-General and I went
to Sunshine to make the announcement about the
new 24-hour police station and court complex which
will be built there over the next three years at a cost
of some $23.4 million. As a matter of interest I
checked the department's files and found that
requests for a new complex have been made since
1983. Even though Labor was in government for the
next nine years the complex never became a reality
for the people of the western suburbs. One would
have thought the former Labor government would
have made sure it provided appropriate facilities for
not only the police and court personnel but also the
constituents.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr W. o. McGRATH - Don't worry about the
past four years, what about the nine years of Labor?
Don't come here barking about the previous four
years; we are talking about the present. Honourable
members may have read in the May economic
statement that over the next three years some
$63.4 million will be allocated to the justice portfolio,
$11.7 million of which will be spent in the 1996-97
financial year. I have told the Brimbank
municipality, which is the major municipality in the
area, that it may assist with the selection and
purchase of the site in the 1996-97 financial year. The
site for the complex should be the most appropriate,
with the best services.
This is a significant breakthrough. I know Danny
Walsh, the Secretary of the Police Association of
Victoria, is delighted that the project is forthcoming,
and that police personnel are very relieved the
government is taking a pro-active role in ensuring
police and court complexes in the western areas of
metropolitan Melbourne provide the best and most
efficient means of dispensing justice in that area.
The court complex, which falls within the
jurisdiction of the Attorney-General, will contain six
Magistrates Courts, two Children's Court
courtrooms, a Sheriffs office and a community
corrections office. We anticipate it will be
constructed over a three-year period, and will be
completed toward the end of 1999.
This initiative is undoubtedly an enormous
breakthrough. After a wait of nine years without any
recognition by the former Labor administration the
facility will be made available by the coalition
government, which takes the interests of all
Victorians into consideration. I might say that very
little representation from local members was noted
in the files on requests for this facility.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr OIXON (Dromana) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr CARLI (Coburg) - I return to the issue of the
Internet and the government's commitment to it.
Vicnet and other initiatives taken by this
government have effectively made available the
basic infrastructure for the Internet.
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However, I have some concerns and I think we can
learn from the United States, the leader in freedom
of information, on the type of information available
on the Internet, particularly that which allows
greater scrutiny of government activities and public
authorities. For example, many contracts between
public and private entities in Victoria are subject to
commercial-in-confidence regulations, yet they are
made available. So contracts are made available in
Victoria - we cannot get our hands on them, but
they are available on the Internet.
Contracts for the privatisation of electricity utilities
are available at the Securities Exchange Commission
in the United States because under American
corporate law those sorts of contracts have to be
registered in the interests of shareholders so they can
scrutinise the dealings of large companies.
Parallels can also be found within the American
government administration - key documents are
made available for scrutiny, and are available on the
Internet.
The United States is ahead of other countries in this
matter. I believe this house should think about the
issue of what we make available and how we make
it available and allow for greater scrutiny. We now
have the potential to do that in a way that has not
been possible before; it is there, and we should not
hide behind issues of commercial in confidence
when we are dealing with the propriety of
government or the potential influence of conflict of
interest. That information should be readily
available.
It is also in the area of the digital or information
revolution that we can talk about the importance of
cooperation and competition. As I pointed out
earlier, the reason we now have such a revolution is
competition and the fact that a number of companies
internationally, particularly in the United States,
have driven prices down and have increased the
performance of information technologies.
At the same time, the issue of cooperation really
comes to the fore, for a number of reasons: one is
that the very nature of the Internet is based on
cooperation; but cooperation is also important in the
whole sense of where innovation has occurred and
how it occurs, and the ability to get information and
disseminate it.
With the government's commitment to information
technology, we can look at the move in this direction
in terms of job growth not only in new multimedia
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industries but also in existing industries. In my
electorate, where we have a significant printing
industry and a Significant clothing industry, the
industries are increasingly - Mr Perton interjected.
Mr eARLI - We still maintain a significant
clothing industry. It is now internationalised and is
involved not only in my electorate but overseas and that is made possible by information
technologies. We are also involved in important
design work for the products. While it is constrained
by the number of employees, the industry is
certainly world-c1ass and able to export in a number
of areas.
The major national training college for the industry,
the Melbourne College of Textiles, is also located in
my electorate. In the past few years there has been a
rapid move towards the use of information
technology throughout the whole college,
particularly in the design elements.
So basically the move towards job growth and
innovation through multimedia is not only about
new industries but also its effect and impact on
existing industries.
Another important point related to the impact of
government cutbacks on the community is that the
Internet and information technology will allow us to
strengthen community networks. It is now possible
to make the technology more readily accessible and
drive up the skill level in the community, to use it as
a way of creating networks of another type, but
certainly ones that can be based very much on a
defined location. The technology hit us initially as
giving us the capacity to make contacts
intemationally or nationally, but I think its
capabilities are increasingly being driven home
along the lines of the possibility of improving the
interrelationship of locations, the information that
moves in those locations, and the understandings encouraging people to baSically be more involved
and to have a higher sense of civic community
participation. So the capacity is there to use it as a
model of communication - as a way of improving
democracy in a fundamental way.
The capacity is there and it should be explOited. It is
really a question of: are we serious about it? The
seriousness really is a question of getting it
straight - not only how we ensure broad access to
the technology but also how we ensure that the
quality of the information that is made available,
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particularly the information that is made available
from public institutions, is there and is of a certain
quality, not only for issues of scrutiny but also in
terms of basic movements of information and
participation.
So in that area of activity, which was certainly a
major aspect of the Governor's speech, there is
enormous capacity to drive change, improvements
and innovation, not only in terms of job growth but
also in terms of the general sense of the community
and civicness of society.
It is very much a question of cooperation and trust. I
think it is an issue which will test this house and
which will certainly test the government on whether
it is sincere in making all that posSIble.

The reason I want to put that on record is that it
seems to me that, given our experience of the past
three and a half years of the coalition government,
the emphasis has been very much on the market and
on neo-Uberal economics. Basically the emphasis
has been that social welfare, or welfare, or general
good can result only from the interplay of supply
and demand. It is a very simple and basic leveland I think a very flawed level- to understand the
functions of an economy, which is not to say that the
markets are not important and that competition is
not important, but certainly there are other elements
that make an economy work, which are social and
cultural.
The emphasiS has been on issues of deregulation,
privatisation, attacks on unions or the power of
unions, and attacks on the community sector - on
churches and on critics of this government, basically
the very elements that we should be empowering.
But we have seen the government assault or attack
those constituencies. So for the past three and a half
years we have seen the government committed to
undermining the very things we need to use to
develop trust and cooperation, on the basis of trying
to emphasise market forces.
Now we have to, not so much confront issues of the
market and the crudity of that neoclassical model,
but talk about how we ensure long-term successful
economic performance. It seems to me that is only
possible by maintaining a genuine commitment to
social cohesion and a very much inclusive society.
So rather than seeing ourselves as a society of
forcing people onto the margins, forcing them onto
starvation wages, forcing them onto welfare or
forcing them for cash money, we are looking at a
much more inclusive society - if you like, a
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shareholders' society in which people can genuinely
believe that they have a part and a role in that
society. Certainly information technology has an
element of that, but it is about the broad thrust of
government policies. It really is a question about
going beyond issues of this great affection for and
obsession with the private sector, self-regulation and
voluntaryism and going back to the ideas of
building up cooperation and trust through our social
institutions. It is really about respecting the
institutions in society, strengthening those
institutions in the various ways possible and taking
them seriously so there actually is a dialogue and we
do return. to a pluralist model of Society in which the
various elements can interact and negotiate. It is not
simply about governments with a supposed
mandate dictating from the top their ideas of the
future. It is about an inclusive society, a
participatory society and a society that really does
emphasise social cohesion.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
Mr COOPER (Momington) -In joining this
debate I congratulate the Speaker on his election to
that very important role, and also you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, for your re-election to the task of being
Deputy Speaker of this house. I wish you both well
over the next four years. I will do whatever I can to
cooperate with both of you within the bounds of my
capacity, which sometimes gets badly stretched, as
you would be aware.
I also pass on my regards and those of my electorate
to His Excellency the Governor and say to him and
to his wife, Mrs McGarvie, that my electorate
certainly appreciates the excellent job they do as
representatives of Her Majesty in Victoria. Any time
the Governor and Mrs McGarvie wish to visit
Momington and the MOrnington Peninsula they will
be made most welcome in our part of Victoria.
Before I commence I will make a brief comment
regarding the contribution to this debate by the
honourable member for Coburg. I listened to his
remarks, particularly with regard to the work of this
government on computers and the onset of new
technology. I am sure all government members
appreciated his comments, particularly regarding
the work the government has done over the last
three years or so in dealing with new technology.
As I said to the honourable member when the sitting
was suspended for lunch, it would not really matter
who had been in government over the last three
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years or so - whether it was Labor, Uberal or the
coalition - whoever it was would have been put in
the situation of having to deal with new technology.
It just happens to be a task that this government had
placed in front of it, and I hope the government has
done the job well. I believe it has so far, and I
support the honourable member and I believe he is
quite right when he says the challenge for the
government in the future is quite extraordinary, as
technology marches forward at an enormous pace.
The challenge will be there for all members of this
house, regardless of their political party, to ensure
that we help the process along because if we do not
we will be putting this state on the back foot. No
matter how partisan we are on many issues, on this
issue partisanship needs to be put to one side and
we should all be doing what is best for our state and,
in doing that, what is best for Australia.
With regard to the state election, and in particular
what happened in the electorate of Momington, I am
delighted to report to the house that on 30 March,
quite obviously, I was returned to this place. I am
also delighted to be able to report that although
there was, I suppose understandably, a swing
against the government of an average of somewhere
in the order of 3.8 per cent around the state, the
swing against me was considerably less. My primary
vote declined by the very small figure of 0.5 per cent,
so I am rather pleased at the result and very happy
that the people of my electorate continue to support
me strongly.
I am sure all honourable members have examined
the results in their electorates and are looking for
answers as to what happened in particular polling
booths and so on. I am coming to terms with the fact
that in polling booths in my electorate those four or
five booths which have traditionally given stronger
support to the Labor Party - Crib Point, Bittern,
Hastings, West Park and Tanti Park - returned
Significant swings to the liberal Party of the order of
8 to 12 per cent.
I have to say that I am quite willing to claim the
credit for those swings because my campaign team
and I put a significant amount of work into those
areas. However, perhaps the answer is not quite as
simple or personally acceptable as that. It might well
be that the people in those areas responded to the
excellent campaign mounted statewide by the
liberal Party and by the Premier, Mr Kennett, and
also passed judgment upon the campaign of the
Labor Party, and particularly the performance of the
Leader of the Opposition.
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It is important for every honourable member to
reflect upon the results in their own particular
electorates, but in my electorate I am heartened by
the fact that areas that might once have been
considered to be strongly pro-Labor and certainly
blue collar in their definition have swung to the
Uberal Party in considerable numbers, and I am
looking forward to continuing support in those

areas.
I suggest to the Labor Party that if it wants to do
better in Momington - or should I say if it even
wants to continue trying because it will be a waste of
time if it does - it might think about selecting
candidates who have some kind of contact with the
electorate and some ability to campaign sensibly.
An Honourable Member - Which faction does
that?

Mr COOPER - I am not sure, but whoever was
in my electorate didn't do it very well.

I would also like to thank my campaign team. In
particular I thank the following: my electorate
chairman, Jeff Tully; my campaign director for the
third time, John Howard - not the Prime Minister;
Ron Harrison, my campaign Treasurer; Jan
Shepherd, my electorate secretary; and the
presidents of my very strong and active branches
throughout the electorate.
In addition, I would like to thank all of the branch
members and all the Uberal Party supporters who
came out in their numbers to man polling booths,
doorknock and do all of the work that is so
necessary in a campaign. I also thank very much a
number of people who phoned me, describing
themselves as traditional Labor voters living in my
electorate, and who turned up to hand out
how-to-vote cards for me. I thank them because
obviously they had originally made a choice as to
which party they supported, but they said there was
no way they could support what they described as a
shambles of an opposition.
I also thank my upper house colleague, one of the
members for South Eastern Province, Ken Smith,
who was re-elected with an increased majority. Ken
is now the upper house whip for the government,
and he'll do an excellent job in that position. His
next eight years in this Parliament will be vigorous
ones as he works not only for Parliament but also for
the betterment of the province he represents.
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On a local note, to my neighbours in the north and
south, the honourable members for Frankston and
Dromana - both new members in this place - I say
congratulations. They have long careers ahead of
them and their maiden speeches show that they
have the talent to match their long careers. I look
forward to watching their progress through the new
ranks and ultimately, I hope, into a future coalition
ministry. I am sure they will achieve whatever it is
they wish to achieve in this place. Through the
preselection process the liberal Party has once again
demonstrated that it can get talented people to
represent it, and that has certainly happened in the
seats of Frankston and Dromana.
The electors of Momington showed they were not
going to be taken in by a lot of nonsense. They went
for substance rather than shadows; and they went
for policies rather than the campaign the ALP
mounted prior to and right through the election
campaign of personal abuse, misrepresentation and
innuendo.
During the last campaign the ALP was a policy-free
zone. It threw policies out; it didn't worry about
that. When it did produce something that it
purported to be policy we had conflicting statements
coming from frontbenchers of the Labor Party with
some saying, '1bis is a policy', and others saying,
'No, it is just a statement of intent'. That was the case
with its transport policy. I hope to go into a lot more
detail on that on another occasion. Certainly the
alleged transport policy of the ALP was being
repudiated right, left and centre after it came out
and particularly after it was exposed by the
government as a document with very little substance
indeed.
I refer to that august journal, the paper I read
carefully every day because I always like to see what
it has to say - the Age. In an article dated 18 April
John Cox said in part, discussing the City Link and
public transport:
The greatest wonder of all was the Labor Party's
promise to remove tolls on the Oty Link, renegotiate a
$1.7 billion contract down to $550 million and pay for
this cut-price City Link with a metropolitan fuel tax
that is already committed for several years.
Not only did this policy not work in marginal seats
adjacent to the Oty Link but this all-gain no-pain
approach must have reinforced a reputation of
financial mismanagement in all other seats of the
electorate.
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Indeed, Sir, that is about the best summary I have
read in any paper or magazine about the ALP
members' approach to this election. They thought
that if they argued with some sort of simple,
populist policy the electorate was so stupid that it
would swallow it and go away and vote for ALP
candidates. The truth of the matter was that the
ALP significantly underestimated the intelligence of
the electorate once again. Once again the ALP has
done it. It has gone out there with very little
substance in whatever it happens to have as policy,
thrown it out with a big fat bit of bait on the end of
the hook and expected the electorate to snap it up
and swallow it! Here in this article, Sir, that has been
descn"bed succinctly as one of the major reasons why
the ALP did not do well in electorates where it
thought it was home and hosed.
The electorate of Frankston East, close to my
electorate, was one the ALP thought it was going to
bolt home in. The ALP thought it had the
honourable member for Frankston East on toast; he
was not going to come back here. We all recall that
during the days of the last Parliament whenever the
honourable member for Frankston East got to his
feet to give his thoughts during some debate in this
place or to ask a question or raise a matter on the
adjournment debate the catcalls would come from
members over there, 'You're gone; you're a oncer;
you won't be back'. They did it all the time, and
didn't he prove them wrong? He did it by
something that is anathema to the Labor Party: hard
work. He went out there and campaigned. He went
around his electorate and got to the people who
were going to make the decision and convinced
them. Here is a man. The member for Frankston East
is a true representative of the electorate he
represents in this Parliament. He is a hard worker;
he is a goer; he is everything the Labor Party should
have and probably would love to have but doesn't
have.
We have them over here. The true believers and the
true workers are on this side of the Parliament,
despite what Labor would like to have and thinks it
might have. ALP members do not know what work
is about. They still have not woken up in the first
three days of this Parliament to the fact that they
need to have policy. They haven't got any policies.
They are still on the same track they were on before
the election: personal abuse, digging around in the
dustbins, trying to dig up the dirt and thinking that
the people of this state are actually going to be
interested in what they are doing. If the penny has
not dropped by now in the poor simple brains of
those that sit on the opposition benches in this
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Parliament that they are not going to get back into
government until they actually start to act like a
responsible group of people and have policies and
deal with the issues that are important to the people
of this state, they are destined to stay over there as a
rabble and as a rump for many decades to come. It is
about time some of them woke up.
I think there are a few people over there who do
understand it, but they have been consigned to the
middle benches or the back benches on their way
out, not on their way in. They have already been
exposed to the general public and the newspapers of
this state as the people who are on the hit list. We
have people in the ALP who are quite willing to go
out there and tell journalists, 'This one has gone; that
one has gone'. The people they are going to get rid
of are people who might well have the ideas but also
have the effrontery, in the Labor Party's opinion, to
actually admit that the government produces some
credible policies. But who are these people who are
going to get whacked by the smart alecs? They are
the people who have something decent to say about
the government's performance - who acknowledge
the government's performance in some respect.
After his speech today the honourable member for
Coburg has probably gone on the hit list because he
actually said the government had done something
right.

I refer to that wonderful journal, well read by
everybody and on everybody's mailing list, the
Melton-Bacchus Marsh Express. In an article dated
10 April 1996 the member for Melton,
Mr Cunningham, is quoted as saying that he wants
more public transport to service Melton and he gives
the reason as the increase in economic activity, new
jobs being created, especially in Melton, and the
great diversity of sporting and cultural events now
taking place in the city. The honourable member for
Melton is saying that over the past three years this
government has actually done quite a lot that is right
and has produced this kind of result and he now
needs more public transport to service his electorate.
He is on the hit list, too, because he has
acknowledged that the government has been doing
something right.
There are those on this hit list who are there for
other reasons, and I give an encapsulated view now.
Let us run through this hit list, starting over there in
the middle row with the honourable member for
Preston. The honourable member for Preston has
been named as one who will be tipped out of here
by the time of the next election. I know from internal
ALP sources that the honourable member for
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Preston is on the list, and it has been in the paper.
Go and read your paper - the Age - and talk to
Mr Steed.man. I notice the honourable member for
Preston is taking this threat so seriously that he has
grown a beard. He is trying to hide from them
behind his beard but he is not going to get away
with that. I said to him last Tuesday, 'You won't get
away with it. You can still be recognised. You are
still ugly and you won't get away with it'.
Next to the honourable member for Preston is the
honourable member for Dandenong North. Mr Peter
Steedman said some very unkind things about her. I
do not want to repeat what Mr Steedman said, but
he is saying that the honourable member for
Dandenong North, having survived the holocaust of
the election of 1992 and come back into this
Parliament with a slightly increased majority, is
apparently gone, according to internal ALP sources
where they are brawling away and knifing each
other in traditional Labor Party ways.
Moving over the aisle we now come to my good
friend the honourable member for Melbourne. I am
sad to say that the honourable member for
Melbourne is on the list as well. I find that
personally very sad indeed. I am not saying that
with a smirk on my face. Perhaps it is more
embarrassing for the honourable member to be in
here when I am'about to say this than it would be if
he were outside, but I am going to say it anyway. I
think that what has been done to the honourable
member for Melbourne over the past couple of years
by his colleagues is nothing short of a disgrace. The
way he has been treated by the people in his party is
a disgrace. The people who are at the forefront of
it - and one entered this Parliament at the last
election - should be ashamed of themselves and
should not be able to look at themselves in the
mirror. Nevertheless, it is not going to change the
fact that the list that has been circulated of the ALP
victims who are going to be tipped out of Parliament
at the next election includes the honourable member
for Melbourne.
I suppose that in years to come after the next
election the honourable member for Melbourne will
probably, like most of us, reflect on his years in this
place and remember the good times, but he will
have less to reflect on than most of us because of the
actions taken against him by the people in his own
party. That is a sad thing to happen to that man.
We move down the line to the honourable member
for Northcote, who is now clearly becoming an
embarrassment to his party. He will be sent out of
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the room permanently because the ALP will not
want to see him feature in the coalition television
advertisements at the next election. It is a matter of
sadness to us because we would like a rerun. I
believe he is one of our best pluses, but he is also on
the way out.
Next to the honourable member for Northcote sits
the honourable member for Mill Park, but at the
moment he is sitting at the table. I came to this place
in 1985 with the honourable member for Mill Park
and well remember that he used to sit on this side
and I sat over there. We had a few goes between us
because there was a man that we mutually knew
who I defended and the honourable member for Mill
Park attacked, or was it the other way around?
Between 1985 and 1992 we would nod to each other
in the corridor, say hello and be polite, but in this
place there were words between us.
In 1992 we were both appointed to the Public Bodies
Review Committee and over the past three years he
and I have come to know each other a lot better. I do
not know what he is prepared to say about me, but

over those three years we have generated a level of
respect. When the committee went to Sydney to
inspect fire service facilities the honourable member
came into his own on the night we were looking for
a good Greek restaurant. We said to him, 'You had
better deliver, Alex', and he did. We had a
rip-snorting night in the restaurant that he was able
to find for us in Pitt Street. He was an asset to that
committee! I think he will be sadly missed.
Having run down the middle bench, I shall jump
over to the back bench because we know the
honourable member for Sunshine has beaten the gun
in regard to this matter. He has already announced
that he will fall on his sword because he is not
waiting for the chop - or could it be on the broken
neck of a bottle! Whatever it is, he is leaving us at the
next election. I well remember his maiden speech.
He sat up in the corner on this side of the house
where the honourable member for Bayswater is
sitting. He stood up to make his maiden speech and,
I must say with due respect to everybody in this
place, and those who are not here but may be
listening, that it was the best maiden speech I have
ever heard. It was brilliantly delivered and he did
not read from notes. He delivered his speech
without any abuse of the opposition, not like some
of the speakers we have unfortunately heard in the
past couple of days.
The honourable member for Sunshine showed that
he was a man of capacity and of the future. He
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quickly rose through the ranks of the government
and became a minister, but, unfortunately, ran foul
of Joan Kimer and has since then run foul of the
present Leader of the Opposition. That is a great loss
for the people of Victoria because the honourable
member for Sunshine, despite my having Significant
philosophical differences with him, is a person of
capacity and a person who could be doing
significant things for the people of this state. His
departure will be a loss to his party. The Labor Party
can ill-afford to lose people with that kind of
intellect.
It appears that the honourable member for Keilor is
also about to go to the political never-never. He has
obviously lost his job as opposition whip. He will
get the chop, as will the honourable member for
Melton after beating the factions against the odds
during the last preselection round. He kept his
preselection but the next time around he will not
make it.

Having gone down the backbench, I will talk now
about the front bench. I start with the honourable
member for Geelong North. We all remember that
he came into this place in 1992, having inherited the
seat from Nipper Trezise. Geelong North is regarded
as a safe Labor seat. There is no doubt that Nipper
built it up into a safe seat and the honourable
member inherited a margin of 16 per cent. Since that
time the honourable member for Geelong North has
excelled: he has turned the 16 per cent margin he
acquired into an 8 per cent margin! We are now
confident at the next election that this safe Labor seat
will become a Uberal seat. We hope that the Labor
Party keeps him on. We would not want to lose him,
but it appears he may be on the hit list. If the Labor
Party has any brains he will be recognised as a big
loser and dump him or it will see the seat handed
over to the Liberal Party. That will close off that top
neck of the Bellarine-Geelong area and we will then
have the whole lot in that area.
Sitting next to the honourable member for Geelong
North on the far side, the side nearest the door
interestingly enough, is the honourable member for
Springvale. The word is out on him - he's gone. It
is not a case of Fast Eddie - it is a case of Loser
Eddie. This may come as sad news for him, but he is
on the hit list. Intelligent sources say that he is on the
way out.
Moving down a touch from the honourable member
for Albert Park is the honourable member for
Niddrie, a newly elected member. On my diagram
of the seating arrangements in this Parliament is
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drawn an arrow going from the seat of Niddrie to
the seat of the Leader of the Opposition. The arrow
is not only drawn on paper, it is actually on its way.
The honourable member for Mordialloc said
yesterday in his speech that the Leader of the
Opposition has had a steel back inserted into the
chair in which he sits. The honourable member for
Niddrie is going over the top of the chair and is
aiming at the back of the neck. It is clear that he has
designs on the position of Leader of the Opposition
and will get him at some stage or other.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition might go in
the daily double when that happens. When one adds
up the numbers, there are 29 opposition seats and
some 12 to 14 have large question marks over them
between now and the next election. The ALP will
lose close on half of the people it currently has in
this place at the next election. About half of the
members representing the ALP in the Parliament
will be in the land of the missing, and we will have a
new group of gonzos coming in to represent the
ALP. It is a sad reflection on this once-great party,
the ALP, but it is good news for the coalition.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I am not sure whether 1
should attack the member for Mornington in an
attempt to save my prese1ection or to praise him for
saying such nice things. Whatever I do will be
wrong, so I will not overly worry about it. Some
coalition members must be congratulated on their
success at the election. The honourable member for
Ballarat East, who got back by 27 votes, should be
praised for his brilliant efforts against a very good
opposition candidate. I am sure there are times
when he has thought that he would have been better
off if he had stayed in the police force as a senior
sergeant.
1 congratulate the honourable member for Mildura
who is a reminder of the thing they tell us about
during preselections - that is, unless we are very
careful, it may not matter very much! I also
congratulate the honourable member for Narracan
on his success. He brings the number of policemen
in Parliament to five. We only need one more to be
classified as a police station and entitled to an
inspector.
1 do not know who is up for preselection in the
member for Mornington's seat, but I was swprised
when he thanked just about every member of the
Llberal Party in his electorate. Perhaps he has a few
problems in that direction - and if that is the case 1
had better thank a few of my electorate colleagues
also. 1 thank the campaign director, Martin Foley,
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and all those others who helped me, and my mum
and dad, because it was a really good effort.
The things that have happened since the election
have inspired me, but I am not sure which hit list the
honourable member for MOrnington is talking
about. There are three, and I thought 1 was on all of
them - and I am the only one who is. I do not know
whether 1 am the lowest common denominator in
the equation or just the most hated.
Be that as it may, the Labor Party had a great result
in Melbourne. In spite of the general swing against
Labor across the state, support for the party in
Melbourne increased substantially. Although that
result could be simply interpreted as a vote for the
ALP, I found that some constituents supported me
personally. 1 appreciated the kind gestures of those
people who let me know that.
I also take this opportunity to point out that, as
many people may already know, I suffer from a
mental illness. I raise the matter - 1 will try never to
raise it again - for two reasons only. The first is to
thank those fellow sufferers and carers for putting a
great big advertisement in the Melbourne Times, my
local newspaper, about me and my condition. I
appreciated very much the effort they made to do
so. The second reason I raise the matter publicly is to
point out that although it did not attract any votes, it
did not prevent me gaining any votes. I consider
that to be a great step forward for mental health
awareness for Victoria and Australia - and I am
sure that you, Mr Deputy Speaker, also appreciate
the value of that.
1 received many funny responses to the pUblicity of
my condition, including concern about my putting
on a bit of weight. The only one I want to draw to
the attention of members is the response of a person
who normally votes Uberal but who barged into the
North Melbourne Town Hall and, after asking for a
ticket to vote Labor, said, '1 am voting for Neil Cole.
He is the only honest one among them because he is
prepared to admit he is mad'! 1 appreciate all the
support I received throughout the campaign,
particularly from my parents and my former wife.
Yesterday we heard some excellent maiden
speeches. 1 enjoyed the speech of the first-ever Asian
member of this house - a great achievement. The
member for Wem'bee also delivered an extremely
good speech that detailed her involvement in the
union movement and her reasons for coming to this
place. She also told us that her greatest achievement
in life is her children, and that made me think of
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how little we reflect on those great achievements.
Over the past couple of years the things that have
kept me going have been my job and my children,
and I now take this opportunity to acknowledge my
two children, Eamon and Declan.
I also noted with interest the content of the speeches
of the members for Caulfield and Prahran, because
they referred to a topic that I speak about each
year - I usually deliver exactly the same speech and
people call for me to sit down. The issue of
federal-state financial relations is probably one of
the most crucial issues this state must confront now
and in the future. The honourable member for
Prahran knows all about council amalgamations more's the pity. But I must acknowledge that
although I disagree with the establishment of
commissioners and the carving up of the City of
Melbourne, council amalgamations have been an
important step forward in improving federal-state
financial relations. We should all acknowledge the
importance of those changes in the state's
development, even though we may disagree with
the way they were made.
My interest in federal-state financial relations was
also heightened on an overseas trip during which I
had the opportunity of studying the British model.
Perhaps that model of a regional government is
better than our local government model, and in time
we might be given an opportunity to follow that
model. I would not want to exacerbate the problems
of local councils by arguing for their being given
more power and responsibility, but I think the
present relationship between state and local
governments is troubled. We will have to look
seriously at the powers we are prepared to devolve
to local councils.
I note that the Minister for Planning and Local
Government is at the table. He will probably
disagree with me, but I think there will come a time
when the cord will have to be severed. It is my hope
that one day state parliaments will not be needed preferably after I receive my superannuation! We
need to consider which system is the best for
running the country - that is, one that ends federal
government financial restraint.
My first speech to Parliament came in the wake of
the Walsh Street shootings. At that time, I was
unfortunately required to go to the police station
with the family of Graham Jensen, who had been
killed. That was a most unpleasant experience, and
that incident and others that have occurred since are
sad and unacceptable. The government has
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attempted to address the issue of police shootings,
but the problem of violence in the community
continues. There could be no more graphic
illustration of that than the Port Arthur massacre.
We can do nothing to bring back those who lost their
lives in that tragedy, but we can adopt, and I think
we have adopted, the most mature approach to
guns - that is, getting rid of automatic and
semi-automatic weapons. All the people involved in
that initiative, particularly the Prime Minister,
deserve to be praised for their actions.
During the campaign the Premier floated a proposal
to reintroduce school cadets. I do not know whether
he did that to keep some other issue off the front
pages of the newspapers or whether it was just a
whimsical idea that came to him during a bout of
nostalgia about his own time in the cadets, but I am
concerned by the notion that we would attempt to
turn back the clock.
I was a member of the Air Force cadets for some
time and subsequently a member of the
Army Reserve for three years when I was attending
university. In spite of that, I am opposed to
militarism; the more we can do to reduce militarism
the better. Today we do not need to introduce a
program that has children marching up and down
learning military activities. We need to spend every
cent we can on training children to prepare them to
enter our complex world. It is a tough time for many
people, and I do not believe we should be spending
our resources on cadets. I do not accept that
military-style discipline is the way we should go.
This year I marched in the Anzac Day parade on
2S April. For the first time I wore my grandfather's
medals, which my father got from the Department
of Defence, and marched for him. I have marched
before with my father, but he is unable to march
now. Marching was important to me because my
grandfather, although he was a conscientious
objector, served as a stretcher bearer in the First
World War. He was severely wounded and gassed,
and marching on his behalf gave me an eerie feeling.
I sincerely believe we should push for Anzac Day to
be declared our national day. The emotions of that
day are so profound and so important to us that it is
the most important rallying day for our nation probably for all the wrong reasons! My grandfather
would have liked my marching for him.
It was sad to see that only four members of the
First Division of the AIF were left to join the march
because all the others have died. It is sad that there
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is so little memory of what happened in Gallipoli
and France. I do not take it lightly because two of
my uncles died from war injuries; my father is a
totally and permanently incapacitated pensioner;
my other grandfather's brother was killed at
Gallipoli; and his other brother won the
Victoria Cross. As I said, we should consider making
Anzac Day a national day for our country.
The honourable member for Mildura has made a
major contribution to the debate, and he will make
us all aware of many issues. Some independent
candidates ran against me. What happened to the
former member for Mildura, Craig Bildstien, could
easily have happened to me or any other member of
the house because we live in volatile times. When
things are not so polarised we will see a lot of
changes. I hope the contribution of the honourable
member for Mildura will be listened to and not
rejected Simply because he does not have the
backing of a political party.
Electorates are a hard row to hoe at times. People
expect a lot from their local members, but they also
give them a great deal of support and provide an
enormous amount of information about what is
going on. My electorate encompasses the central
business district and business issues concern me.
Business, particularly the retail trade, in my area has
reduced considerably. The city is suffering
substantial problems. It is amazing to think that a
department store as important as I believed Georges
was has closed down.
Business in the city is just not kicking on in the way
it should. At the moment the major facilities are
pinball parlours and theatres. We have problems. It
should not be forgotten that the heart of the city has
moved to the other side of the river at Southbank. It
concerns me greatly because important areas such as
Chinatown, the Greek precinct, Russell Street and
other areas have been left vacant. Places such as
Lygon Street, the Victoria Market and other areas
are suffering a substantial decline in the retail trade.
I do not blame the government for that because it
may be just a structural change, but I do get upset
when I hear it said that things are good out there,
because I do not believe they are.
The greatest changes have been caused. by the casino
and poker machines, and their effect on our retail
sector has been disastrous. I can only go on what I
have seen and those I have spoken with. Most
people I know say that business is down 20 to 30 per
cent in the retail and restaurant industries. I am
concerned that major changes are taking place and
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the only areas that are doing well are the high-tech
areas such as mobile phones and computers.
I am concerned about the casino mentality. The
Premier has contnbuted too much to its advance. I
do not believe he should be so close to the licensees
of the casino; he should be at arm's length from
them. I am sure in years to come that the Premier's
involvement in securing the casino licence for
Hudson Conway will be revealed.
I am also concerned, as I believe we all are, about the
level of gambling in the community. The amount of
money going through the casino is obscene and the
amount of money people are spending on poker
machines is equally obscene. When I agreed to the
casino and poker machines I did so because I
believed people should have a right to do as they
wish, but it concerns me that there is so much
compulsive gambling. I am reliably informed that if
a person wants to be voluntarily banned from the
casino he or she has to get the opinion of a
psychologist as well as the opinion of the
psychologist at the casino. I am prejudiced against
gambling and I do not like the share market. I come
from a different perspective. It has got out of control.
I have been down to the casino a couple of times and
my concerns about the way the place operates have
not been allayed.
Mr E. R. Smith - Did you win?
Mr COLE - No, I did not bet and I did not take
any of the freebies that were offered. Freebies are
offered to people to get them into the casino so that
they will gamble. I wonder whether that is the way
to go.

The final issue I shall talk about is drugs. Whatever
the results of the phone-in or ballot box on drugs
held by the honourable member for
Tullamarine - Mr Finn - I got another write-up this week.
Mr COLE - I got a write-up this week too; a
young person in Fitzroy overdosed on impure
heroin. I fervently believe we should have
controlled-use programs for heroin users so that we
do not have these problems.

Apart from anything else, the Premier's initiative in
establishing the Premier's Drugs Advisory Council
was brilliant. Some people have questioned his
motivation, but I do not care what his motivation
was because it is a foundation report. It may be a
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point of contention; we may debate the issue and not
get anything through, but at least the debate will be
held in this place one way or the other.
We can say quite frankly that the drug issue is a big
problem. We cannot turn away from it; we have to
confront it one way or the other. I should not say of
the conservative side and the government that they
are not prepared to do what I would do because I
know my own colleagues would probably not be
prepared to do it either. I make it clear that I support
the Penington report 100 per cent. I know the
member for Glen Waverley and I have had these
arguments before, but I support the legalisation of
marijuana; I support the right of people to grow it;
and I certainly support the controlled supply of
heroin under programs that allow GPs and other
assigned persons to carry out the task.
Regardless of whether we are talking about growing
or smoking marijuana, or using heroin or ecstasy or
all the others drugs, the crucial issue is whether
prohibition works. I find myself in a real
conundrum because I support the prohibition of
guns. I would prefer not to because I know many
people like to go out hunting or whatever, but I do
not know what else we can do - and I mean that
sincerely. We must at least try to prevent the
massacres and reduce the number of killings that
have occurred.
That brings me back to the point that we have to
decriminalise or lift the prohibition on drugs
because prohibition is not only not working but
substantially exacerbating the problem. We have no
control over what kids and adults pump into
themselves, yet if we controlled it, as the Penington
report points out, we could give them steady levels
that would reduce the demand for the illicit supply.
When I went to England I visited Uverpool and saw
the effective program that that city runs. Marijuana
is a non-issue, anyway; people are smoking it and
growing it in their backyards. Most of the time the
police do not charge them for doing so, and if people
do have to go to court they only get bonds. It is
something we should not be wasting time on. Why
don't we just recognise what is happening? I accept
the argument about the message that
decriminalisation could send. We do not want to
encourage the use of marijuana. I certainly do not
smoke the stuff because it makes me feel sick.
Mr Maclellan interjected.
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Mr COLE - We have to tolerate the fact that it is
going on, as the Minister for Planning and Local
Government says - and the point is well made. I
cannot see that we have anything to gain by getting
up on our high horses and saying, 'You can't do this'
or 'This is bad', because it is happening in any event.
I want to make my position clear. However, the
most important thing is that we have the debate,
because it is important. If we do not have it people
will remain unaware of what is going on and the
ignorance that is around us will not be overcome. If
at the end of the day people choose not to take a
certain course because of the message it might send,
so be it.

It is a shame that the member for MOmington has
left the chamber yet again, but I am sure he will be
back. Up to a point the things the Labor Party has to
do for the future have been defined by what
happened at the last election. Opposition members
acknowledge the success of the coalition. We know
the task before us is difficult, but we will come
together and, in spite of the perceived hit lists and
other lists, the government will face a very dogged
and very determined opposition on this side, simply
because it has strong beliefs on many issues. If there
is one task the government has to perform, it is the
task of reducing unemployment - and if that is
used as a measure of success, to date this
government has failed because the problem has not
dissipated at all in my electorate.
Long-term unemployment among our youth is alive
and well and nothing much seems to be happening.
The Howard government seems determined to do
even less for the unemployed, and when that is
combined with the policies of this government the
result is a total disaster. For me that is one matter
that stands out among many. I find it upsetting
when I hear the Treasurer jumping up and down,
saying, 'Everything is all right, the finances are good
and Victoria is on the move again', especially when
the evidence shows that things are really tough for
the long-term unemployed and many businesses. It
is one thing to go around saying that, but it is
another thing to actually believe it. That is very
dangerous!

Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - It is with a great deal
of delight and considerable pride that I stand in this
chamber as the member for the now traditional
Liberal seat of Tullamarine. I say 'traditional Liberal
seat' because as members will be aware it first came
into existence in redistribution before the 1992
election. I was fortunate to be the Liberal candidate
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for that seat - and of course, the government
retained the seat on 30 March this year, more than
doubling the majority of the vote. I now believe
Tullamarine to be a traditional Liberal seat, and it
will take a fair bit of talking to convince me
otherwise.

rewarded on the night of 30 March. They did a
fantastic job, and as I have said so many times over
the past five weeks or so, the campaign we ran on
this occasion was the best that has ever been run by
either party in any seat north of the Yarra. That is
something that gives me considerable pride.

I start by reaffirming my loyalty to Her Majesty the
Queen and reaffirming my commitment to fight any
moves to foist a republic on the people of Australia.
That is probably as dead as a door nail anyway, but I
mention that for what it is worth.

I should also congratulate the team down at liberal
Party headquarters at 104 Exhibition Street. I believe
they put together a campaign that was unparalleled
in its effectiveness; it was as close to perfect as one
could get. They really did a magnificent job! The
Liberal Party organisation is paralleled by the
performance of the parliamentary party, which has
so much talent and creativity. It has so much going
for it when compared to the Labor Party.

I thank the people of Westmeadows, Tullamarine,
Gladstone Park, Attwood, Greenvale, Bulla and,
indeed, Sunbury for their support. The decision the
people of Tullamarine made on 30 March resonated
throughout the rest of the state. It was a remarkable
endorsement of what this government has done over
the past three and a half years. The people of
Tullamarine said, We are very happy with what the
Kennett government is doing for us. We are
delighted the Kennett government is there, and we
want the Kennett government to stay there'.
Some local issues played a very important role in the
victory on 30 March, none more so than City Link.
Many people, particularly those in the media - I
will get on to them in a minute - regarded City
Link as an issue that could have gone against the
government in Tullamarine. It was quite the
opposite, because 30 March was the day on which
the people of Tullamarine said they supported the
City Link project. They said they wanted the
Tullamarine Freeway fixed and that they believed
the government had put forward a proposal that
would carry that through.
I often received that message during the election
campaign. My opponent, who does not live in the
electorate, was obviously not getting the same
message. If he was, he certainly was not listening. I
say to the people of Tullamarine that they have put
me here to represent their best interests, and I will
certainly do that. I have always made them my no. 1
priority. I did so in the first three and a half years,
and I will continue to do so in the next four years or for however long they want to keep me here.

Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr FINN - We had one improvement; I do not
wish to be greedy but another 10 per cent would not
go astray! I would very much like to thank my
campaign committee, which did a mountain of work
in the lead-up to the election. Their hard work was

I thank my many supporters in the Labor Party who
again contributed so much to my election win. I was
astounded by the number of members of the Labor
Party who came to my assistance over the past 12 or
16 months, and I thank them very much for their
efforts.
I thank my wife, Cathy, who again was a pillar of
strength standing beside me during a stressful and
hectic time. In the first six months of our married life
we went through a federal and state election
campaign, so I think we can survive almost anything.

This is my first opportunity to congratulate the
federal Ll"beral and National parties on their election
to government in the March election. It was a
tremendous effort on the part of the now Prime
Minister, John Howard. I look forward to the new
government delivering the sort of government to
Australia that the Kennett government has delivered
to Victoria. I believe we can turn around the decay
in Australia that set in during the Hawke-Keating
years and that John Howard is the man to lead the
government. I warmly congratulate my federal
colleagues on their outstanding victory and the
people of Australia on such a fine choice.
Earlier this year I took a quadrella and I am pleased
to say that three legs are in. The three legs to which I
refer are Howard, Kennett and Finn. I am looking
forward enormously to September at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground when the Tigers will give me the
fourth leg! It will make the year nigh on perfect.
I am extraordinarily proud to be a member of this
government. When one considers the state Victoria
was left in by the Labor Party in October 1992 after
the decade of darkness, when one considers what
Victoria was like - the state of depression, not just

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
222

ASSEMBLY

economic but the psychological depression everyone
was feeling - and when one looks at Victoria today,
one would not have to be a Rhodes scholar to know
that Victoria is well and truly on the move. One
would also not have to be a Rhodes scholar to know
that the coalition government, led by the
Honourable Jeff Kennett and the Honourable AIan
Stockdale, has turned Victoria around in the most
magic way imaginable. This state is one that we can
all be proud of. As I have said from time to time,
Victoria is no longer the laughing stock of the
nation. People now look upon Victoria with envy
and no longer with pity and ridicule.
Yesterday's autumn economic statement proved to
the people of Victoria that they were correct in
returning the Liberal and National parties to office
on 30 March. I congratulate the new members of
Parliament, and I sympathise with those who were
defeated. I was particularly upset that my dear
friend and colleague the former honourable member
for Essendon, lan Davis, was defeated because he
was an extremely hardworking member of
Parliament. He cared a great deal about his area and
worked very hard for the people of his electorate. It
was a great pity that his efforts were not rewarded.
It also caused me considerable sadness to learn that
the former Minister for Small Business, Minister for
Youth Affairs and honourable member for Ivanhoe
was defeated because I know how much effort and
hard work he put into the youth affairs portfolio. It
is with some pride that I can say that the young
people of the state progressed considerably when
Vin Heffeman had that portfolio, and I regret he is
no longer in Parliament carrying out those duties.

I also commiserate with my opponent who sought to
be the new member for Tullamarine. I do not believe
I will be commiserating with him much longer
because I am informed that Mr White is looking for
another Legislative Assembly seat and that later this
year, after being removed from his position, the
Leader of the OppOSition will resign from his seat of
Broadmeadows and Mr White will nominate for that
seat and hopefully return to Parliament in a
by-election to be held before Christmas. We are all
looking forward to that! I wish he was running
against me next time!
I reflect now on the role of the media during the
election campaign, particularly the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation or, as it is often called, the
ALP-BC. The ABC is now totally irrelevant. It is
beyond me why a government should be involved
in broadcasting. The time has come for the ABC to
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go. It is nothing more than a haven for those who
cannot get a job in the real world.
Mr Paterson interjected.
Mr FINN - Indeed, as my colleague from South
Barwon says, it is a media sheltered workshop. The
bias the ABC exhibited and has exhibited over a
long period during election campaigns is
disgraceful. Any semblance of objectivity went out
the window long ago.
Mr Penin interjected.
Mr FINN - I do not know whether 3AW would
act in the same way because it is accountable to its
shareholders. The ABC is not accountable to anyone
and it is about time it was privatised or phased out. I
cannot see any need for it to continue.
I congratulate Channel 7 on its magnificent
performance during the past few days because it
managed to pull off one of the greatest publicity
stunts in the history of Australian media! It is
something to concoct a situation where a presenter
collapses on air and is rushed to hospital. The
program is then promoted on every news service
and on the front page of newspapers. The ratings
went from 7 to 33 overnight. I am sure it will be
worth every cent the station has to pay the Premier
after he sues the program for libel because of the
publicity it received. Whoever came up with the
idea has a great future in the media and in
advertising. It was a gem!
I refer briefly to the tragedy at Port Arthur in
Tasmania just a few weeks ago. I know everyone
was appalled, as I was, at what occurred. There has
been a considerable reaction against the use of
automatic and semi-automatic weapons in this
country during the past few weeks, and the Prime
Minister and the states should be congratulated for
taking decisive action. However, I refer to
something that is of more significance in causing
these tragedies than guns themselves - that is,
violent videos that have been on the market for
some years.
Perhaps I am unable to grasp the detail, but I cannot
understand why anybody would want pictures on
their television screens of people being
disembowelled or having their heads blown to
pieces - but that is what you can get at your local
video store. That is the sort of thing that inspires
mass murderers and the perpetrators of the
massacres in Australia and overseas. There is a
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proven, definite connection. It is about time
governments both federal and state cracked down
on violent videos. I want them banned altogether. I
am appalled that they are freely available. Until we
remove them from our society we will continue to
see the sort of tragic event that took place at Port
Arthur a few weeks ago. It is time for action, and I
hope federal and state governments will act on
violent videos in the not-too-distant future.
I move from the issue of violence and people being
less than friendly to each other to the very deep and
heartfelt concern I feel for my friends on the other
side of the house. It is a matter of great sadness to
me to see members of the Labor Party in this state
turn on each other in the way they have over the
past five or six weeks. I was deeply saddened by the
dire predictions of the honourable member for
Momington, who said that many members of the
opposition are in their last term of office.
It distresses me that the honourable member for
Sunshine, whom we all know to be a fine,
upstanding and humble man, has been forced to the
point where he says of the former Premier,
Ms Kimer, that 'the only way to increase the ALP
vote is to buy her an one-way ticket to Lower Chad'.
It depresses me that he has been put in the situation
where he has to refer to Ms Kimer on radio as 'a
rotten 01' moll'.
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in my aim. I must say that when I read some of
Mr Steedman's comments on some of his colleagues
I was dumbfounded. Mr Steedman says of
Or Andrew Theophanous:
What can you say about this low-life sexual harasser?

That is just appalling. How can he say such a thing?
Mr Dollis - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, we
don't mind the hilarity that the honourable member
for Tullamarine is displaying - we will accept the
humour of some of the comments he will read from
a letter that is reasonably well known to members of
this house - but let me remind the honourable
member that sexual harassment is a very serious
accusation. If he is about to repeat something that is
in the dirt sheet he ought to have the decency to
repeat it outside the chamber, because I am
absolutely certain that Or Theophanous would take
the appropriate action.
Mr A. F. Plowman - What is the point of order?
Mr Dollis - The point of order is that although
we will be more than happy to join the house in
enjoying the hilarity of the other matters, the
honourable member for Tullamarine had better be
careful because an accusation of sexual harassment
is serious. I warn the honourable member to think
twice before he goes into the gutter.

Mr Maclellan - It is unfair!

Mr FINN - It is indeed unfair to Chad and to the
moll. It distresses me further when on television the
honourable member for Melbourne is forced to say
that every fifth member of the caucus should be
taken out and shot. That surely must distress every
member of the house. Why every fifth one? Why not
every second one?
I was devastated when a couple of weeks ago I read
in the newspaper that a former member of the
federal Parliament of Australia, Mr Peter Steedman,
had written a letter to one of his comrades in the
trade union movement describing certain members
of this house and the federal Parliament. I was
shocked at some of the descriptions that were put
about by that individual. Indeed, I was so shocked I
could not believe my eyes when I read that that man
had said those things. I thought to myself: 'This can't
be true. Surely nobody would say those sorts of
things about members of his own party'.
I felt the necessity to go out and try to get a copy of
the infamous Steedman letter, and I was successful

The SPEAKER - Order! I understand the
honourable member is quoting from an article. A
member must use his own conscience as a guide to
what he says in this chamber. There is no point of
order, but I suggest the honourable member temper
his remarks a little in this instance.
Mr FINN - I certainly understand the sensitivity
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to the
comments in Mr Steedman's letter. I understand that
Or Theophanous is attempting to take some form of
legal action against Mr Steedman, and I certainly
fully support him in taking the matter before the
courts, because these are extremely serious
accusations. I have been concerned for some time
that many scwrilous individuals have been
repeating them for some years. It is about time that
they put up or shut up. Let's find out the truth about
the matter. I look forward to the good doctor's case
coming before the courts. It will probably be one of
the more interesting court cases of the year, and I
look forward to the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth coming out.
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The Steedman letter goes on to describe Harry
Jenkins, a former Deputy Speaker in the House of
Representatives, as Mr Dynamic. Mr Steedman says
he:
... hides in his office with maps of branch memberships
on his walls to watch his numbers.
That is the be-all and end-all of his existence. Of Bob
Sercombe, a former member of this house, he says:
I realise he's just got in, but in a safe seat like this we
don't need a failure from the state Parliament.

Thursday, 16 May 1996

deep down and secretly, every single member of the
Labor Party knows that as well.
An Honourable Member - Who is this
Steedman?
Mr FINN - Steedman? A total ratbag!
He has kind words to say about the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. That's interesting because he is
about the only one who gets a kind mention. He
says the honourable member for Richmond:
... has a lot to contnbute but not as deputy leader -

If you get somebody from the Victorian
parliamentary Labor Party, of course you get a
failure. They are all failures. Mr Steedman goes on to
attack some of our colleagues in this house - and I
must leap to their defence. He refers to the
honourable member for Dandenong North in very
unkind terms. He says she is:
... as thick as two bricks.
I don't think that is the sort of thing that members of
this house should tolerate. It is appalling. He refers
to the honourable member for Melbourne as:
... treacherous and a waste of space.
I think that is also appalling. He refers to the
honourable member for Preston, a man for whom
every member of this house has such enormous
admiration, as:
... lazy and a branch manipulator and stacker.

This is what this bloke Pete is saying.

A Government Member - Do you believe it?

Mr FINN - That is what is written. He refers to
our good friend the honourable member for
Sunshine and says that since he:
... is going nowhere and obviously frustrated, he
should jump.

That is a staggering suggestion from this Steedman
chap, because everybody in this house knows that if
the Labor Party in this state is ever to go anywhere,
the honourable member for Sunshine should be
Leader of the OppOSition and Leader of the Labor
Party. Every member on this side of the house
knows that, and I have a sneaking suspicion that

Mr Steedman has such a high opinion of the
honourable member that he must think the
honourable member should be leader. That would
please us enormously because it is quite a
recommendation when it comes from such an
outstanding character as Pete Steedman. He talks
about the Honourable Barry Pullen as yesterday's
man. That is a terrible thing to say.
Finally, he mentions the Honourable Theo
Theophanous, brother of Andrew Theophanous. In
his letter he says:
You know my opinion on this corrupter of the party's
rules, and while he has stacked enough branches to
remain an MP he should not be in charge of the upper
house.
This sort of letter drags politics into the gutter. It is

disgraceful and something we as a Parliament
should be condemning. It is something we should
investigate. This house should set up a committee of
inquiry into the allegations in this letter. I would be
more than happy to serve on that committee but, in
deference to his years of service, I have already
approached the honourable member for MOrnington
to chair such a committee.
A Government Member - What did he say?
Mr FINN - He accepted. immediately. He was as
shocked and appalled as I was. He is quite anxious
to get his teeth into the job ahead, as indeed I believe
we all should because this sort of thing must be
rubbed out.
In Victoria we have some great times ahead.
Anybody who was at the grand prix in March
would have realised the enormous success of that
event. The grand prix was far more than a car race; it
was more than a marketing exercise for Victoria and
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for Melbourne: the grand prix was the epitome of
what Victoria is doing.

increased exports of fresh food, particularly to the
Asian markets.

Victoria is growing and blooming; it is blossoming
again. As I said, they don't laugh at us any more! We
are going places. Those with children now have
hope for their future, whereas a few years ago that
hope was non-existent. Victoria was on the slump, in
the mud heap: it was in a bad way.

In recent times a proposition that has been
highlighted in a number of newspapers, including
the Geelong Advertiser, has been put forward by an
Israeli firm, Meyraz, which wants to use the A valon
area for a Significant fresh food development. The
firm is talking about thousands of jobs being created
with the potential for billions of dollars to flow
through the venture. It hopes to grow fresh food
under plastic on lOO hectares of land surrounding
the airport.

I am delighted to see the Premier in the chamber,
because he is the man who has led this government
and this state into the times that I speak of, from
Labor's mire through to what we have in
1996. Victoria is standing on the threshold of true
greatness. Government members can take absolute
pride in that because it is the Kennett government in
Victoria that has returned this state to greatness. I
am delighted to be back here as the member for
Tullamarine and to be part of the team to continue
the job of keeping Victoria as the no. 1 state in
Australia.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BATCHELOR
(Thomastown).
Debate adjourned until next day.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and Land
Management).

The Premier said he was unaware of the proposal
but that he would seek advice and get a briefing
about this matter. He said the government had not
been briefed.
I know the Minister for Agriculture is now in Israel.
I ask the Premier to advise the house whether he has
now been briefed on this matter; if so, what is the
outcome of such a briefing? Will the Minister for
Agriculture visit Meyraz while in Israel and pursue
its proposal? Also, because of the enormous
significance of this proposal to Victoria and the
Geelong region, and while this Israeli proposal is
being finalised, is the Premier prepared to put on
hold the relocation of the chemical storage facility to
Point Lillias?

Buses: Rowville
ADJOURNMENT
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Fresh food exports
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I direct to the
attention of the Premier a matter concerning
comments made by him following his opening of the
Farm Vision expo in Geelong about a week ago. The
expo was a remarkable success, and credit should be
given to the organisers of that event. However,
during the opening the Premier referred to the
aspirations of the government to improve the
volume of fresh food exports from Victoria over the
next five to six years with an aim of exporting
maybe $6 million worth of product by around the
turn of the century. That is a laudable aim, but it has
implications for my electorate where the Avalon
Airport has, for some years, been designated as one
of the key places in Victoria that could benefit from

Mr WELLS (Wantima) - The matter I raise for
the Minister for Transport relates to the poor public
transport in the Rowville area. For some reason
Rowville was left behind when the Labor
government was in power between 1982 and 1992.
The area had very poor roads, poor services for
youth and the schools were bursting at the seams
with students.
In the short time the government has been in office
the honourable member for Knox and I have been .
able to achieve the building of a new secondary
school, the long overdue duplication of Wellington
Road and the provision of sensible youth services.
That has been tremendous, and the people of
Rowville showed their appreciation in the way they
voted at the recent election.

However, we still have a problem with public
transport. At the moment people who want to travel
from Rowville to the city have to travel by road or
travel away from the city to Femtree Gully or
Dandenong to get to a railway station. If they go to
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Glen Waverley they face the problem of trying to
find a parking place. We need a bus link from
Rowville to Glen Waverley. At the moment people
who want to go by bus need to catch three different
buses.
In 1993 Rowville community leaders approached me
about trying to solve the transport problem. We
have been working with one of the local bus
companies, but there is a problem with government
subsidisation. The government has been unwilling
to put up money to enable the bus service to go
ahead. As a result the bus company surveyed a
particular area of Rowville, letterboxing 7000 survey
forms, and received 2000 responses from people
who are desperate to get this bus service up.
I ask the Minister for Transport to support the
application made to his department by the bus
company. Once the application is approved by the
PIe and the minister and an announcement is made
the bus company can put the service in place almost
overnight. The timetables are already up. The bus
service will benefit people in the Rowville,
Wantirna, Wheelers Hill areas in my electorate and
the Glen Waverley area in the electorate of the
honourable member for Glen Waverley by
prOviding a more efficient bus service that will not
cost the taxpayer 1 cent.

Rail: Lalor station
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Transport to the
physical condition of the Lalor railway station in my
electorate. It appears that for much of this year the
standards of cleanliness at the station have
gradually and systematically declined. I am
referring to the platform itself, the waiting rooms,
the toilets, the surrounding car parks and the
pathways.
I have been approached by a number of constituents
who are regular users of the public transport system
and they are, quite frankly, fed up with and
disgusted by the state of the station and believe it
requires urgent attention from the government. I call
on the minister, who may not be aware of the
problem, to undertake the necessary investigations
to find out what has gone wrong - it is obvious that
something has - and to take the appropriate steps
immediately. My impression is that a change
occurred this year which has resulted in a gradual
decline in standards. Cleaning can be desaibed as
non-existent, haphazard or, at best, intermittent.
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In a letter to me a constituent, Mrs Farrugia,
indicates the seriousness with which she regards the
situation:
Over the last month the platfonn and surrounding area

are littered with papers, empty beer bottles, drink cans,
vomit and even excrement. The state of the station is
even worse after the weekend '"

As a member of the publiC who utilises the public
transport system every day, I am concerned that this
matter also involves serious health issues.
This desaiption is not a dramatic overstatement on
my part, it is the personal experience of someone

who uses public transport every day to get to and
from her place of work. People have noticed the
deterioration, and Mrs Farrugia tells me it is a
common complaint among people who regularly
use the train from Lalor station.

South Eastern Arterial: noise barriers
Mrs McGnL (Oakleigh) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place an issue that presents a major problem
to constituents whose homes bound the South
Eastern Arterial in the Mount Waverley area.
It has become evident that the normal expectations
of a peaceful night's sleep or the ability to entertain
family and friends in your own home or backyard is
becoming increasingly impossible for those
constituents. The minister should be aware that
previously I have made representations on the
issues of sound attenuation and the noise levels
emanating from the South Eastern Arterial. Indeed, I
am very pleased with the $1.4 million worth of work
currently nearing completion along the South
Eastern Arterial.
I have sympathy for the plight of the constituents,
and I ask the minister to respond speedily to their
request to ensure that funding from Vicroads is
made available as a matter of priority for noise
attenuation barriers for the southern side of the
South Eastern Arterial along a stretch of some
350 metres in the Therese Avenue-Catherine Avenue
area of my electorate.

Mount Hotham: development proposals
Ms GARBUlT (Bundoora) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management the development proposals for Mount
Hotham. There was a recent announcement of a
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$60 million project to expand the skiing area to more
than three times the current area - that is, from
150 hectares to 500 hectares, including a $15 million,
6O-home residential village. I have concerns about
the planning process, about public consultation and
about the need for an environment impact
assessment. I seek the minister's assurance that she
will carry out all those processes very thoroughly.
I was extremely concerned to read in the latest
annual report of the Alpine Resorts Commission
(ARC) for 1994-95 the comment that planning
permit applications have been dealt with, and that
listed under the projects that have already been dealt
with at Mount Hotham was a ski-run development
in the Basin. I certainly hope that is not a reference to
that project being pushed ahead.
I have major concerns about the government's lack
of policy for alpine resorts. It appears that it is
allowing the commission free rein to do as it likes.
There has been no official response from the
government to the ARC review, and there appears
to be nothing in place that resembles a strategy or a
policy for future development of alpine resorts
across Victoria. I seek assurances from the minister
that she will respond to the review and will prepare
a strategy for all resorts before she allows
developments to go ahead piecemeal.
The same annual report also refers to the
development of a draft Mount Hotham
development strategy. There has been no public
consultation in that process, and it appears that it is
still only an ARC document which the government
has not approved. I ask the minister to give an
assurance that she will not give approval to it
without public consultation. Obviously a massive
expansion of this size will have a major
environmental impact and we need an assurance
that proper processes will be followed, including
public consultation.
The great danger with no overall strategy being in
place is that we may see open-slather competition
between resorts. How, for example, will this project
impact on the Mount Stirling proposal and others
that may well be in the pipeline that we don't know
about? We risk destrOying rare alpine environments,
oversupplying the market and leaving great white
elephants in a destroyed environment.

Ambulatory care centres: Cranboume
Mr ROWE (Cranboume) - I raise for the
attention of the minister representing the Minister
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for Health in another place the election promise
made by our government in the last election for the
provision of ambulatory care centres in the
Berwick-Cranboume corridor.
Under previous administrations the people of
Cranboume have long been denied the delivery of
health care. The previous Minister for Health,
together with the current Minister for Youth and
Community Services when he was the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health,
came up with the concept of ambulatory care centres.
The concept was readily embraced by the
Cranboume community and the local health centre,
of which I am a board member. I am raising the
matter because the southern network of hospitals
identified that the Cranboume Civic Centre would
certainly be an ideal place for the establishment of
an ambulatory care centre. It is a relatively new
building and is located within easy reach of public
transport and close to the Cranboume commercial
district.
My concern is that the Oty of Casey has been tardy
in its correspondence with the southern network
and seems to be playing games in wanting people to
bid for this building. I ask that the minister come to
Cranboume to look at the building with a view to
having discussions with the southern health
network, to expedite negotiations with the Oty of
Casey and ensure that this long-awaited service is
delivered to the people of Cranboume as soon as
pOSSlble.
An innovation such as this will be of great benefit
not only to the people of the Cranboume township
but also to the people of the Gippsland West area,
including Berwick, Lang Lang, Tooradin,
Koo Wee Rup, Cannons Creek, Blind Bight,
Wameet, Pearcedale, and the surrounding areas. I
ask that the minister make time in his diary to visit
the areas, just as the previous minister did on a
number of occasions.

Roads: Werribee
Ms GILLETI (Werribee) - I raise a matter for
the Minister for Transport, who is the representative
of the Minister for Roads and Ports in another place.
Honourable members will recall that yesterday I
stated that during the election campaign the Premier
and a number of ministers visited Werribee. On their
visits they were extraordinarily generous in a
number of their promises, and honourable members
will recall that yesterday I also indicated it would be
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on my agenda to ensure that those promises were
delivered.
The specific issue on which they made promises was
roads and ports. There is nothing more important to
the constituents of Werribee than road safety, and
specific promises were made and recorded in a
number of newspapers. I will quote some of those
promises as reported in the Werribee Times:
$1.5 million grant for stage three of the Derrimut Road
upgrade between Parakeet Road and Warringa
Crescent.
$1.5 million towards building a road connecting the
Shaws Road bridge between Greaves Street and
McGrath Street.
$500 000 towards the cost of the Princes Freeway's
western interchange to create a new exit for traffic from
Melbourne.
$900 000 to widen the Werribee Street bridge and add
traffic signals at the Geelong Road and Werribee Street
intersection ...

A number of other specific promises were made but
they all related to an effective, positive and
cooperative working partnership with the
commissioners in the Wyndham council.
These matters are a high priority for the constituents
of Werribee. There is a huge demand for the
projects; a sense of anxiousness has been created by
the promises, and I seek time lines from the minister
responsible for their delivery.

Platypus habitat protection
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management an article in the Knox News recently
which reported that a family of six platypus had
been discovered in one of the local creeks in the
Rowville area.
Members of the local community are concerned that
these platypus will eventually move out. I spoke
with the Australian Platypus Conservancy to discuss
ways of endeavouring to ensure that the platypus
family stays. However, in discussions with members
of the conservancy they said they thought the
platypus would stay there but that we could do
something to assist to establish the habitat.
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A lot of indigenous growth and introduced species
have come into the area. The creek banks are
collapsing, and the conservancy people believe that
if they were able gradually and with a great deal of
professionalism to remove some of the introduced
species, plant native species and do other works in
the area the platypus would remain.
The area is not generally known to the public
because if people became aware of it no doubt they
would go there in great numbers and probably
frighten the platypus away. It is a concern to the
community, and I am requesting the minister to give
consideration to funding works through which we
could in a gentle manner gradually replace the
introduced species, upgrade the creek and maintain
the purity of the water so that the platypus will stay
there.
The platypus are very close to residential properties;
they are within 28 kilometres of the CBD and close
to private homes. Anything the government can do
to ensure that the platypus stay there would be a
great benefit to the area. It certainly would be a
feather in everybody's cap to think that at last we
could have these native animals right back at our
doorstep. It would be a great advance.

Essendon Airport
Mrs MADDIGAN <Essendon) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Premier and in his absence
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management, who is at the table, about the future of
the land that is currently used for the Essendon
Airport. Although it is fairly painful for members on
this side of the house to remember the federal
election, if they go back to the federal election
campaign they will recall that the then Prime
Minister suggested the relocation of flying
operations from Essendon Airport and the
redevelopment of the site as an arts complex. What
was suggested then was a multimedia area of
significant detail. Obviously there is a huge space
there, particularly the area used for hangars, which
would be very suitable for the filming industry.
I heard the Premier on the radio at the time, against
his will, support this initiative. In his own words,
referring to the former Prime Minister, Mr Keating,
the Premier said:
If he is serious we'd like it, we'd want it, we'd welcome
it ...
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I can assure you he would not welcome it as much
as the residents of Essendon and Strathmore would.
This controversy has been a great nuisance and has
been going on for nearly as long as Blue Hills. It is no
longer appropriate to have an airport at this site.
Apart from the fact that it is uneconomic and loses a
substantial amount of money each year, there are
many other reasons why it is inappropriate. The site
is environmentally unfriendly, it causes a great deal
of air and noise pollution and most of the operations
have already been relocated to other airports.
In the circumstances it would be much more
appropriate to use it for some purpose that is far
more environmentally friendly to the residents of
the area and far more economically beneficial to
Victoria. It is obvious that many other much more
suitable activities could be put on the site.
In view of the Premier's previous expressions of
enthusiasm for arts complexes and film studios on
this site I ask him to work with his federal
colleagues now in government to seek a change in
the operations at the site as soon as possible and get
a suitable operation that would be much more
financially beneficial to all the residents of this state.

Hampton beach renourishment
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management the commitment to provide $8 million
for beach renourishment works along Victoria's
coastline. The Hampton beach renourishment
program was given a funding commitment to the
value of $3 million. That was as a consequence of
extensive works carried out by the bayside councils
around the perimeter of Port Phillip Bay. The
councils had prioritised their own projects according
to the level of need.
Earlier works were undertaken in Mc.Crae. As a
result of economic cutbacks some years ago, some of
the work was suspended for a brief period by the
former Labor government. When this government
came to office it made a commitment to
conservation and environment in a way that enabled
programs and projects to be prioritised in an
appropriate manner.
In addition to the Hampton beach renourishment
program having the support of the Bayside Councils
Association, a number of community groups and
individuals have taken a long-standing interest in
the works being redeveloped. They include Colin
Downie, a long-standing contributor to local issues

over decades; Michael Burke who revived the
Hampton Foreshore Residents Association; Graeme
Disney, a local historian, and other members of the
Sandringham Yacht Oub who were concerned
about wave refraction as the waves hit the wall at
Hampton and bounce back into the Sandringham
harbour.
As a consequence of extensive representations a
decision was made by the Treasurer to fund the
renourishment of the Hampton beach. The specific
issue drawn to my attention concerns the nature of
the groynes that will be constructed along Hampton
beach. If the harbour to the south subsequently has
sand washed into it, the groynes may have to be
relocated. If they are made of a timber structure they
will be in a form where they can be relocated, but if
they are of stone they will be there in perpetuity and
the structures would interrupt the wave pattern of
the northward or southward drift of sand along Port
Phillip Bay.
Will the minister ask her department to carefully
review the materials that will be used to construct
the groins so they will not, in the event of the
Hampton beach being washed to Altona or south
back to Sandringham, have a negative impact?

Optus: overhead cable
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I raise for the attention of
the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management the installation of the cable network by
Optus Vision in the western suburbs, particularly in
the City of Brimbank where Optus has been ruthless
in pruning trees - if one can call it pruning. As the
newspaper headlines say, they are butchering them.
Will the minister examine this matter because of the
constraints placed on how much money the councils
can spend, unlike other municipalities that have
taken the issue to the Supreme Court to stop the
network cabling industry from butchering trees.
Many of the trees on the natUre strips have been
nurtured by school children and residents.

Mr McArthur - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
the honourable member for Keilor is wasting the
time of this chamber because, as he well knows, the
Optus program operates under the protection of
federal legislation.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The honourable member for Keilor is raising
with the minister a legitimate matter.
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Mr SEITZ - Will the minister use her good office
to convince Optus to train the people how to
properly prune the trees and to consult the residents
before they move in and butcher? Will the minister
examine what different methods can be applied
because in some areas in the City of Brimbank the
cables have been put underground. The federal act
says that where there are underground cables, all
cables should go underground. Will the minister
make a public statement and become involved in the
matter? Some 18 councils have already united to
campaign to have the cables put underground
because of the damage that is being done to the
environment.
Other councils have joined in this debate. The
Darebin-The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
At this point I remind members that when raising
matters concerning federal responsibilities they
should indicate how they would like the state
minister to respond. I acknowledge the legitimate
role of state ministers in these matters, but it would
help the Otair if honourable members indicated
how a state minister can respond to their concerns.
Members should not raise federal matters unless the
minister has responsibility for it or the minister can
take action.

Responses
Mr BROWN (Minister for Transport) - The
honourable member for Wantirna referred to the
need for the introduction of a new bus service into
part of his electorate - that is, a bus from Rowville
to Glen Waverley, a very busy part of Melbourne.
As the member quite rightly said, in the past three
and a half years this government has made many
improvements, including new school services and
the effective duplication of part of Wellington Road.
Many millions of dollars have been spent on
transport and many other works.
Some time ago the National Bus Company was the
successful tenderer in taking over the bulk of the
metropolitan bus fleet, and it is worth mentioning
that it is running a substantial number of services at
a much lower cost to the taxpayers of this state. As a
result, this government now wants a similar
outcome for other suburban areas, in particular, a
successful outcome for the city of Melbourne, where
better bus services at a lower cost are needed. We
have no doubt that that can be achieved. Jim
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Kennan, a former transport minister, tried to achieve
it, but his plan failed dismally, as has happened with
so many Labor ministers.
This government plans to achieve the gaol, and I am
delighted to inform my colleague that not only is a
bus company prepared to run this service at no cost
to the taxpayer but also I have been told only today
that a second company is prepared to run the bus
service on a no-cost-to-taxpayer basis. That is
something the Labor Party could only have dreamt
about, but it is a reality under this government.
More than one company being interested in
providing this service means that the community
will potentially receive the best of all outcomes. As
many companies are competing for the business we
will not unilaterally give it to one because we want
the best outcome possible. The current round of
negotiations with the industry will be addressed in
the very near future.
I know my colleague has taken a keen interest in this
matter for more than three years because he drew
the matter to my attention when I visited the area.
He showed me the problem on the ground and I
admitted that it was a disgrace. Public transport
under Labor was in a pathetic state. I am delighted
to assure the member that any new service will be an
excellent gain for his local area.
My colleague the honourable member for Oakleigh
referred to the extension of the excellent noise
attenuation measures being undertaken on the
extension of the South East Arterial. That was
another graphic example of the Labor government
caring nought about the communities along the
roads it built. It built what some thought was a
half-baked freeway, but it was not even as good as
that! It was called a link road but the community
called it the South Eastern Car Park.
.
The government is now righting all the wrongs by
providing grade separations at busy intersections
along the South Eastern Arterial at Toorak Road and
Burke Road and fixing a raft of other intersections
that this incompetent mob left in place after it was
thrown out of office nearly four years ago.
One of the concerns that was expressed at the time
by the community was that noise abatement
measures should be put in place to relieve the very
distressing circumstances for those living along the
freeway. The government has cleaned up messes in
health, education and many other areas and now it
is spending millions of dollars on this area. My
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colleague asked that consideration be given to
further work in this regard. Accordingly, I will refer
that matter to the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place who has the responsibility for that
work.
Two other matters were raised for my attention. The
gall of members of the Labor opposition seems to
have no limit! Both issues raised resulted directly
from the incompetence of the former Labor
government. As a result of the honourable member
for Thomastown receiving a letter, my staff and rail
staff who clean the station will be aggrieved because
he made a callous and outrageous attack on them.
Those people are decent, hard working citizens, but
they were castigated by the honourable member for
Thomastown. He will probably find that they live in
his electorate. He said the cleaning was
'non-existent'. That means they never do it. The
Hansard record will show that the honourable
member for Thomastown has made an untrue claim
about non-existent cleaning at the LaIor railway
station. It is a blatant untruth. The station is cleaned
regularly, unlike the situation when the Labor Party
was in office.
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I have no doubt that the people who do the work of
cleaning that station - including remOving the
graffiti that the former government left in place all
the time - will be aghast to hear these unfounded
allegations from the member for Werribee. Talk
about gall! Trish Ve.Jby is known as the real member
for the area. She is the one who has got the results
down there over four years. Yet this new member of
Parliament stands up and says she wants money
spent--

Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr BROWN - Are you saying your new
member is a failure! That's what you said! Let the
record show that the honourable member interjected
saying, 'She's a failure' - and I am talking about the
new member - Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Batchelor - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
the Minister for Transport is deliberately misleading
the house.
Mr BROWN - You said it!

I am told in constant telephone and personal
representations that the government has cleaned up
the system. The system we inherited was
graffiti-ridden from front to back. The honourable
member says the cleaning at the LaIor railway
station is non-existent when it is done on a regular
basis.
Mr Batchelor - How often?
Mr BROWN - It is done daily. The honourable
member says the work people who live in his
community are paid to do is non-existent. I will pass
on that information to my staff who were castigated
today by the honourable member. He said the
station was never cleaned. The term he used was
'non-existent'. He also said the cleaning was
haphazard and intermittent. If it is non-existent I
cannot see how it can be haphazard or intermittent.
It is like saying that some people stagger to the back
bar of the Markillies Hotel!
The honourable member is pulling things out of the
air. He does not care that he is besmirching people's
reputations. He will say and do anything!
Tomorrow I will tell my staff about this unmitigated
attack on them. I am sure they will be concerned that
their good. work has been brought into disrepute by
this man, but when they find out who he is they will
not be so concerned!

Mr Batchelor - He is deliberately misleading the
house and I ask him to withdraw the remark.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member cannot say the minister is deliberately
misleading the house. I suggest to the honourable
member that if he wishes to interject across the table
he is inviting an aggresSive response. If the cap fits
he had better wear it, but I ask the minister to ignore
interjections and complete his remarks.
Mr BROWN - I will do my best, Mr Speaker. I
am trying to give a measured response on these
important issues, yet I get nothing but constant
interjections from the other side. It is most
distressing.

The SPEAKER - Order! I will give you all the
protection I can.
Mr BROWN - I will handle it to the best of my
ability. The new and present member - until the
next election - is asking us to pick up the tab for the
roadworks, which the former Labor government
should have done but did not. I make it clear that
the government is spending twice the amount of
money on roads that the former Labor government
spent. The entire community - the 1.5 million
members of the RACV, the people who use
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road-based public transport or the people who just
use the roads for themselves, including the kids in
the area - knows that the Labor government let
road funding grind down until it was only a
patch-and-repair-potholes situation.
That is how it was, and the opposition well knows it.
I even hear words like hallelujah when government
members are thanked for what they are doing for
roads, because, as is the case with so many other
issues, they care. The government is not like the
Labor Party, which has no compassion. The
government is fixing up the roads, the poor state of
which was another legacy left by the Labor
government. As I said, we are pouring twice the
amount of money into Victoria's road system, and
people see evidence of that wherever they drive.
They know the government is fixing up the mess left
behind by Labor.
Trish Ve.Jby will ensure that the roadworks that
Labor left undone for a decade will be carried out.
There is not one undertaking Trish Ve.Jby has given
that will not be honoured to the letter. I already
know that the people in Werribee realise the tragic
mistake they made in choosing the wrong person, a
member of the Guilty Party, who will get them no
result of any kind whatsoever. I look forward to
working with Trish to make sure that come the
election in four years time she is in her rightful
place - not on the opposition side but on this side
of the house with the government of the day.
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - I thank His
Excellency for answering the question. The Minister
for Transport is more interested in Government
House than anything else. You will be surprised
what will happen in a few years time!

I endorse the minister's comments regarding Trish
VeJby and I confirm that the government will
honour all those commitments made by Trish Vejby.
She will be opening each and every one of those
developments as they occur, which is an indication
of the esteem that the government has for her efforts.
The honourable member for Geelong North raised
for my attention an Israeli organisation that has been
in Australia for some time. It is represented by two
people who have been moving among the
community looking at various sites to establish a
major operation. The honourable members for
Bellarine and Geelong raised this issue with me
before the election. The difficulty is that the two
individuals are looking for funding. They have a
great concept, but they have no funding for their
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commercial operation and they are looking for
financial support from the government. At this stage
they are seeking almost total funding. That is not the
way we work and I am sure it is not the way a Labor
government would work, given what has happened
in the past.
Suffice to say, we have had calls from a number of
people from Werribee and the surrounding district,
market gardeners and the like, who want to export
their produce overseas in the same way that the
Israeli delegates want to do it with our community
funding.
The production of vegetables has boomed not just in
Werribee, but around Mildura, where hundreds of
broad acres once used for grazing are now being
used for the growing of carrots and other
vegetables - they are developing new industries
and are exporting vegetables to Japan and our north.
The government has been eXamining the issue for
some months and I reassure my colleagues on this
side of the chamber, just as I reassure the honourable
member for Geelong North, that if it were anything
more than a pipedream the government would be
the first to pick it up, but we cannot fund an idea or
their commercial operation. If the circumstances
change, they are only a phone call away.
The honourable member for Essendon raised the
Essendon Airport. She asked about the former Prime
Minister's election promise of relocating the airport
and developing the site as an arts complex for the
film industry. If you ever saw a desperate election
promise by a desperate Prime Minister, that was it,
because he flew into Melbourne made a promise and
flew out again without prOviding any funding.
Ms Gillett interjected.
Mr KENNETI - The difference is that we are in
government and Keating is not in government or in
the federal Parliament. The former Prime Minister
was dishonest when he made that promise.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr KENNETI - You are getting back into
printing, are you? The government believes that
Essendon Airport is coming to the end of its useful
life because its traffic flow is minimal. It could be
developed as a centre for the export of freight, but
the difficulty is that to export fresh vegetables you
need high volume and large plane capacities.
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Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr KENNETI - You will never be in
government while I am in Parliament!
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Yan Yean should cease interjecting,
especially when he is out of his place.

Mr KENNETI - We believe Essendon Airport is
coming to the end of its natural life. I believe there
are other options, such as Avalon, that should be
considered. In the long term, into the middle of the
next century, we should also be considering some
other provision on the other side of town, perhaps
near Cranbourne, where the population is moving
quickly. If we were able to do something at A valon
and we had Tullamarine and perhaps an airport at
Cranbourne we would have a very good air
infrastructure not only for passengers but also for
freight.
My first and primary concern is freight. Passengers
will be well catered for at Tullamarine, but if we are
to be competitive into the 21st century we need to be
able to generate food and then export it from a new
facility, and I hope that will happen over the next
dozen years.
No time frame has been set for the relocation of
Essendon Airport. It is not an easy decision.
However, the hardest part is actually making the
decision to relocate and that will have to be done in
conjunction with the federal government. We have
already had discussions on it at a very early stage.
As the new federal government settles into office we
will continue those discussions, but at the same time
we will take into account the rights of those who are
currently at Essendon.
I will keep the honourable member informed and I
hope she will not raise the expectations of the
community too high too quickly. If we are to
manage this well it will be a process that involves
the state and federal governments. We will then
consider the prOvision of the infrastructure at
A valon and decide what to do with the Essendon
site. I don't think it will be used as a film site. We
have had discussions with a number of people but I
don't think that is a possibility. Of course, there was
no funding under the previous government. The
government will keep the honourable member and
the house informed with the passage of time.
Or NAPTHINE (Minister for Youth and
Community Services) - The honourable member
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for Cranbourne referred to a health care centre in the
Cranbourne area. In his usual manner he was very
forthright in raising matters of concern to his
constituents. It is easy to see why he was returned to
this place with such a significantly increased
majority.
Health care centres are an excellent concept
designed to bring health services to the people in
new and growing suburbs. The coalition health
policy issued during the 1996 election campaign
under the previous Minister for Health, now the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management,
announced that six health care centres would be
built in the growing suburbs around Melbourne Sunbury, Lilydale, Knox, Berwick, Cranbourne and
Melton - at a cost of more than $50 million. Those
health care centres will take health services to the
people. They reflect the new approaches to health
where more health services can be delivered in these
ambulatory care, walk-in, walk-out situations.
Some five years ago about 20 per cent of our surgery
was day surgery and that figure is now over 40 per
cent. By the year 2000 - only four years away about 60 per cent of surgery will be day surgery.
There are now lots of opportunities to do what was
previously done in hospitals and hospital beds out
in different settings, both day care and day surgery
settings, where the people live. People will be able to
have the convenience of attending those centres in
their own communities. We will be able to provide
up-to-date, modern diagnostic facilities in those
areas.
Many of the outpatient services and day surgeries
that are currently available only in centralised
Melbourne hospitals or at Monash Medical Centre
will be available in those centres. I shall provide a
simple example of what can be done. Recently a
young boy in the country fell out of a tree and onto
his skull. He was taken to a nearby centre where,
through the use of modern medical technology, he
had a CAT scan by a technician at that centre and a
visual image was projected on a screen many
kilometres away where it was examined by a
radiologist who was an expert in the area. He was
able to identify a fractured skull but also say there
was no blood dotting or aneurism, so the boy was
able to be treated within his own community rather
than have to be flown or driven to the Royal
Children's Hospital or another Melbourne hospital.
That is the sort of thing people will be able to do in
Cranbourne, Berwick, Lilydale and Sunbury rather
than being forced to visit some of our major
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metropolitan hospitals. That is taking health services
to the people, which is what we are trying to do with
our health delivery system. I know the honourable
member for Cranbourne and the Cranbourne
Community Health Centre people have been at the
forefront in trying to ensure the Cranbourne
community is first cab off the rank in having one of
those facilities established there. I am sure the
Minister for Health in the other place will ensure
that Cranboume is high on that agenda.
The honourable member for Cranboume referred to
siting the facility at the Cranbourne Civic Centre; he
said the Southern Health Care Network has
identified that as a possibility. I will pass that
request on to the minister and I am sure he will seek
to pursue the matter through the Southern Health
Care Network and will, if necessary, negotiate with
the City of Casey to ensure a facility is established
where it is required at Cranbourne as soon as
possible.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Conservation and
Land Management) -The honourable member for
Bundoora raised with me the proposed
development of the snowfields and attendant
development attached to the snowfields at Mount
Hotham. I presume she was relying on the media
information published at the weekend, which I also
read, suggesting the establishment of a major
development there to the tune of about $60 million;
that would certainly enlarge the skiing facilities on
the mountain.
The honourable member raised the necessity for
planning processes that would take into account the
sensitivity of the alpine area where this
development would take place. I agree with the
honourable member that any development on any of
our mountains needs to go through a process that
takes into account the need for sensitive and
appropriate development.
However, there is no doubt that for many years perhaps even 50 years - Mount Hotham has been
recognised as an established snowfield to which
people travel for recreational purposes. There is no
doubt about the attraction of the mountain for skiing
and its attendant uses in summer and other seasons
for recreational pwposes.
As I understand it, the proposal has been put to the
Alpine Resorts Commission, but certainly no
permits have yet been issued. I will ensure that
appropriate environmental studies are conducted
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and that environmental issues are taken into account
in any process prior to the granting of permits.
The honourable member may be interested to know
that in recent days the Alpine Resorts Commission
has published an environmental management
strategy document. It is the first time the
commission has set out a framework for the
development of the snowfields; it stresses the need
for development to occur within an environmental
strategy. That strategy will certainly be a part of the
requirements for compliance in any proposal for
development at Mount Hotham.
I propose to establish a working party, including
people in the department with the appropriate
expertise, to work with the Alpine Resorts
Commission to ensure we have a consultative
process that carefully examines the environmental
impact on the proposed development. We will
carefully watch the development, and before any
permits are granted we will need to address
environmental issues as they come forward.
There is no doubt that the vast majority of Victorian
skiers and the increasing number of people who use
the snowfields will welcome the development at
Mount Hotham. The mountain has not had a major
development for many years, even though it is an
established snowfield. I have no doubt that the
development will advantage the recreational use of
the snowfields in future years.
The honourable member for Knox raised with me
the question of platypus found in the Knox area. An
article in the Knox News of Tuesday, 9 April, carried
the most interesting headline 'Webbed wonder
wades in', heralding the fact that six platypus had
been discovered in the Knox waterways. The find
startled experts, who had not expected the freakish
mammals to be so close to suburbia.
I am as delighted as the honourable member for
Knox that we now have rivers and streams in
metropolitan Melbourne of sufficient clarity and
quality to entice the platypus back to what I do not
doubt many years ago was its natural water habitat.
The platypus left those areas because of disturbance
and development but some are now coming back.
During the election campaign, I was pleased to be
with Geoff Williams of the Australian Platypus
Conservancy when he presented the results of a
study he had done in the Whittlesea area - a little
bit further out - on the return of the platypus to
some of the rivers close to settled areas.
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The honourable member for Knox has written to me
suggesting that the government might be able to
work with the City of Knox in its efforts to manage
its environmental projects, for which it has an
excellent reputation. Knox has a number of projects
but there is a particular need for the revegetation of
waterways and other linear open space to be given a
high priority so that we can not only maintain the
platypi that are there but encourage others to come
back and increase the number of animals in that
outer part of Melbourne.
As I said, Knox City Council has an excellent
reputation for managing environmental projects,
and its annual urban forest program involves
revegetation of waterways and other linear spaces.
The city is also in the process of conducting a
botanical survey of all the creek lines in Knox. The
information provided by the survey will be used to
establish a geographic database on vegetation types,
condition, weed infestation and so on to enable the
information to be readily accessed and used in
management projects on the ground.
I advise the honourable member for Knox that the
council has a number of funding sources for
revegetation available to it, and has already had
access to some Melbourne Parks and Waterways
and departmental conservation grants. I have asked
the department to work with the City of Knox to
enable it to continue its excellent record in
environmental projects, but particularly to ensure
that our webbed wonders continue to wade in and
around the creeks of Knox.
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groynes that will need to be used in the
renourishment of the beach. Mr Goode has
suggested that consideration be given to the use of
timber groynes instead of the traditional groynes,
which are normally made of dumped boulders,
because if and when there is no need for the
continuing renourishment of the beach timber
groynes can be removed more easily than the
permanent boulder groynes.
No doubt a number of matters would have to be
taken into account, but I will ensure that, as the
program for the Hampton Beach renourishment is
developed, proper consideration is given to the
proposal put forward by the council. If it is not
practical or it is too expensive we will inform
Mr Goode through the honourable member for
Sandringham that we have considered his proposal
and made a decision for what should be the right
and proper reasons.
I thank the honourable member for bringing the
proposal to my attention because I know that he and
the conservation council, the members of the new
Coastal and Bay Management Council and all the
people who use Port Phillip Bay will be delighted
that funding has been prOvided, as is mentioned in
the May statement, and that there is an ongoing
program of beach renourishment in the bay area.

The honourable member for Sandringham raised the
issue of the funding announced yesterday in the
Treasurer's excellent May economic statement for
beach renourishment around Port Phillip Bay - that
is, the $8 million that has been set aside and will be
spent over the next 12 months or so. The matter was
raised with the honourable member for
Sandringham by Mr Geoffrey Goode, who is the
secretary of the Port Phillip Conservation Council.
Mr Goode is well known to me by reputation and I
met him when I was formerly involved with the
conservation portfolio. He is well known around the
Port Phillip Bay area for the work he and his
council- a federation of 15 conservation
organisations around Port Phillip - have done over
many years.

The honourable member for Keilor raised the matter
of lines being installed in the western suburbs and
referred particularly to Optus lines. As he said, the
Optus proposal for underground cables or overhead
lines is predominantly a federal matter and has
federal legislative protection. However, I agree with
the honourable member that, be it Optus, the former
SEC or one or other of the new electricity
corporations and be it in the city, a suburb or a
country area, some of the pruning mechanisms used
in the process of installing new lines leave a lot to be
desired. Trees take a long time to grow and they
beautify streets. The people who use those streets
find it heartbreaking when great swathes are cut
through trees or when trees are cut back more
dramatically than is necessary. It would not be
beyond us to bring pressure to bear so there is
proper pruning in areas that need to be cleared. Fire
prevention is one of the main reasons for lopping in
country areas, but I think it has to be a matter of
balance.

There will be an allocation for the renourishment of
Hampton Beach, the restoration of which is a high
priority. The matter specifically raised by the
honourable member for Sandringham relates to the

I suggest that the honourable member liaise with the
local council, with the support of the minister, to try
to get a more sensitive approach to the lopping of
our trees. That philosophy should permeate all the
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authorities and municipalities that are responsible
for tree lopping, because nothing is more incensing
to people who have watched trees grow than to see
them insensitively cut back when it is not necessary.
I will keep an eye on that, and I exhort the
honourable member to speak to his local council to
see whether it can be addressed at that level.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.25 p.m. until Tuesday, 28 May.
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