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Minister for Conservation and Environment. The
minister would be aware of the serious
environmental issues surrounding the use of Albert
Park Lake for the grand prix. In a recent press
release he flagged his concern at the urgent need to
develop the Docklands area and announced that a
new study would be undertaken.
Given that the location of the grand prix in the
Docklands area would meet both his environmental
concerns in relation to Albert Park and would
significantly accelerate the commercial development
of the Docklands, will the minister ask the
consultants to examine the viability of locating the
grand prix in the Docklands area?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation
and Environment) - No.

Workplace training
Hon. R. H. BOWDEN (South Eastern) - Will the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training inform
the house of the progress made by the government
in expanding vocational training in the workplace
and encouraging private providers of training to
enter the training market?
Hon. HADDON STOREY (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - As I have previously
informed the house, the government is doing what it
can to encourage private providers to seek
registration under the State Training Board system
and to open up opportunities for non-government
private providers to enter the training market.
Almost 300 private providers are registered with the
State Training Board. I should point out that
becoming a private provider does not necessarily
mean operating a training system for profit. It also
covers private companies operating training systems
in their own operations, including non-government,
non-profit bodies.

Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Regional Development).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Grand prix
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Uika Jika) - I
direct my question to the Honourable Mark Birrell,
in his capacity as Minister for Major Projects and

The government has doubled its efforts to expand
vocational training in the workplace, and $4 million
has been committed this year to fund enterprises
and industry-based providers to develop courses
and provide training places in the workplace.
One of the benefits of the program is to provide
vocational training and extra training places, all with
credit transfer possibilities. The funding for
workplace training enables the needs of industry to
be met and specifically oriented to that industry; at
the same time it provides required general skills that
the worker can take to other places. Industry is
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working closely with TAPE colleges in the conduct
of the program. For example, last night I had the
privilege of attending the graduation ceremony of
121 employees of the Ford Motor Company at its
Broadmeadows plant. The program was
implemented by Ford in conjunction with the State
Training Board and with the assistance of a
consortium of adult and migrant education centres
and T AFE. It was heartening to see the wide range
of people participating in the course and acquiring
skills which will give them something they would
not otherwise have, and they can take those skills to
other places.
More than 1000 Ford employees have completed the
certificate course since its introduction three years
ago. It is clear that the program has been a great
success. Indeed, the vice-president of manufacturing
at Ford, Mr Frank Wiley, told me that 68 per cent of
Ford employees are participating in the certificate
program with 2400 currently undertaking various
units of the program. That represents a
commendable program on the part of Ford,
involving employees, unions and the employer
working together to develop skills which will be of
use to both the employer and employee because of
the portability of those skills. That is most important
for Victoria as it becomes internationally
competitive. In addition, the program is helping
Ford to compete with the rest of the world.

Local government restructure
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - The answer is no. I do not
concede-Hon. B. E. Davidson - The next one on the front
bench!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The next one on the
front bench - that is where you came from! I do not
concede that was a clear message. It does Mr Power
no credit to suggest that there is a message from the
poll. In fact, it is far from the truth.
Hon. Pat Power National Party.

But I am not from the

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - No. Given that about
28 separate pieces of information were delivered to
the households in the areas subject to the poll, and
given that enormous efforts were made to have
people express their thoughts about what is
happening to local government, which I support - I
am most supportive of people becoming involved in
the process - I am saddened by the fact that 7 out of
10 people did not think it important enough to cast a
vote. No-one could take a message from that. I
believe that is precisely the position that will be
adopted by the Local Government Board. Mr Power
should remember that this poll is to be taken on
board by the Local Government Board.
Hon. Pat Power Bendigo.

As it was in Ballarat and

Hon. PAT POWER Qika Jika) - The house will
be aware that at the weekend municipal polls were
conducted at St lGlda, South Melbourne and Port
Melbourne and that St Kilda residents provided a
clear message when 88.7 per cent rejected the forced
amalgamation proposals for the municipality. Some
79 per cent had the same view as a result of a
telephone poll conducted by AGB McNair Pty Ltd.
As was the case in Ballarat and Bendigo, does the
Minister for Local Government believe that message
represents a clear community view about the
government's program of forced amalgamations?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - What are you
suggesting, Mr Power, when 7 out of 10 do not vote?
Are you suggesting that it should be binding on the
board? Remember that you went to the last election,
Mr Power, with a policy that voting should not be
binding. When 7 out of 10 residents do not vote
should we say that the polls should become
mandatory? What happens when the people do not
vote? Do we flog them? What do we do when
people do not vote?

The PRESIDENT -Order! I am contemplating
whether that question seeks an opinion from the
minister. Perhaps Mr Power may like to rephrase the
last part of the question.

The process was designed so that the opinions of
those directly affected would be gained. I do not
think opinions were gained, and the real conclusion
is that 7 out of 10 people did not care enough to cast
votes. That is sad, but I do not believe a clear
message has come from the poll.

Hon. PAT POWER -As was the case in Ballarat
and Bendigo, does the minister concede that this
represents a dear community view about the
government's program of forced amalgamations?

State Bicycle Committee
Hon. G. H. COX (Nunawading) - The Minister
for Roads and Ports will be aware of the good work
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done over many years by the State Bicycle
Committee. Will the minister tell the house about
the activities of the recently reconstructed State
Bicycle Committee?
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - As Mr Cox knows, cycling is becoming an
increasingly popular activity not only in Melbourne
but throughout the state. I was gratified by the
avalanche of correspondence I received in recent
weeks since the Leader of the Government and I
made the announcement in March regarding the
construction of a bridge across the Yarra River near
St Kevin's and Scotch colleges to link the bicycle
paths on each side of the river. The correspondence
has been well received and I appreciate that many
people have taken the trouble to write to the
government.
I am also very impressed by the vitality of the
reconstituted State Bicycle Committee since
Cr Nathan has taken over the chainnanship. The
committee has adopted a statewide focus. As the
house may recall, I have infonned it of the
appointment of the two rural representatives to the
committee, namely Mr K. O'Brien from the
Goulburn Valley and Cr ]effrey from Gippsland. The
committee has since met twice in country areas - at
Traralgon and Benalla. The meetings were well
supported and useful discussions were had with
country people about what they see as the priorities
for cycling. There was an acknowledgment that the
police and VicRoads want to work hand in hand
with cycliSts rather than being seen as being at odds
with them.
Yesterday I met with Cr Nathan, and I am
impressed with the work the committee is
undertaking. It is reviewing the state bicycling
strategy which was introduced in 1991; a review
after three years of operation should be most useful.
The committee is also looking at bicycle access to
major new public facilities in Melbourne, including
the casino and the museum. It is commendable that
in the construction of those magnificent facilities
some attention will be given to bicycle access.
Similarly, the committee is having discussions with
the Department of Planning and Development to
ensure that future large buildings in Melbourne
make suitable provision for people who work in
those buildings and who ride bicycles to work. The
aim is for appropriate facilities to be provided to
encourage cycling. That is a worthy initiative.
In addition, the committee is holding discussions

with a member of this house, Mr Stoney, and his
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group which is examining other areas for bicycle
use, including disused railway lines and the like,
throughout the state. I am most impressed by the
work of the reconstituted State Bicycle Committee. It
is tapping into a sentiment that is becoming
increasingly popular in the community and, in so
doing, is contributing to the welfare of Victorian
citizens.

WorkCover
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika ]ika) - Did
the minister responsible for WorkCover approve the
latest WorkCover advertisements which include a
jingle about a worker who has an injured ann that
states, 'And Spiro wants to lend a hand; he's still got
one, it's in demand.'? How does the minister justify
that insensitive statement? On what basis does the
advertisement reach the conclusion that employing
people who can use only one ann increases
productivity?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I thank Mr Theophanous for his
question, which underscores his lack of knowledge
about the process of workers compensation.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You are the one that
made it up.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - And I accept
responsibility for the jingle, if that is what you want
me to do. The very clear message coming from
workers compensation structures right across the
nation is that they must get away from the notion
that they should be judged on how well people are
compensated while they are away from work.
Workers compensation should be judged on how
well it gets people back to work so that they become
part of the productive work force. When
Mr Theophanous asks me how the government can
justify people going back when everyone
understands that they will be-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You do not even
concede-Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You asked the question;
now listen to the answer! You might actually learn
something! Everyone understands that when an
injured worker goes back to work he or she must, by
definition, be below 100 per cent capacity. But that is
not necessarily inconsistent with improved
productivity. Just in case you have not grasped it,
Mr Theophanous, while the injured worker is away
from the workplace the employer is still paying for
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the cost of his employment. Therefore, anything
gained by way of productive work in that time is a
bonus. That is not only so for the employer but for
the injured worker who then has an advantage of
going back - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I thought the
insurance company was paying. I thought
Workcover paid that.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I don't want to have to
take Mr Theophanous through the basic issues
involved here. If he does not understand those
issues, there is no point answering the question in
the first place!
I attended a meeting in Sydney last Friday in the
company of all the ministers responsible for workers
compensation around the nation. Clear support was
expressed for the advertisements currently being
aired in Victoria. For what it is worth,
Mr Theophanous, a number of the other states are
actually buying them to run in their statesincluding Queensland! If Mr Theophanous has not
come to the conclusion that something good is
happening in the Victorian workers compensation
structure I feel sorry for him; he has missed the
fundamental lesson. At long last Victoria has a
workers compensation structure that is fair and
affordable. I know that galls Mr Theophanous,
because he was partly responsible for the previous
system that was out of control and saw Victorian
jobs exported. I know why it upsets
Mr Theophanous; I understand that much. At least
he should give the government credit by
acknowledging the way the process is currently
working.

Small Rural Hospitals Task Force
Hon. P. R. DA VIS (Gippsland) - Will the
Minister for Aged Care advise the house of the
government response to the Small Rural Hospitals
Task Force report?
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Aged
Care) - The Minister for Health and I appointed the
Small Rural Hospitals Task Force to examine issues
of concern to country hospitals with fewer than
30 beds. Yesterday the task force report, together
with the government's response to its Significant
numbers of recommendations, were released. It is
important to record that the broadly based task force
was chaired by Or Denis Napthine, the honourable
member for Portland in another place. Its
membership included Professor Roger Strasser, a
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general practitioner, Ms Anita Wood, an expert from
Orbost Hospital, Or John Hurley, a geriatrician from
Ballarat, Ms Jan Norton, who works for the
department in the acute health services, and Mr John
Smith, President of the Victorian Hospitals
Association and Chief Executive of the Nhill
Hospital. The committee put an enormous amount
of effort into its work. It visited each of the hospitals
and spoke with the chairmen and chief executive
officers of the respective boards about the particular
issues that confronted their hospitals and
communities. The task force also accepted
submissions from members of the public and a
broad range of bodies.
The task force concluded that although many of the
issues confronting small hospitals do not directly
result from the introduction of case-mix funding,
that initiative has brought into sharp focus a trend
that has been developing for a Significant number of
years. Because of the changes in medical practice
and the requirement for people to have access to
specialist care, many of the acute facilities in small
country communities are being significantly
under-used. At the same time, their populations are
aging. They have a significant range of primary
health and aged-care needs - both domiciliary and
community based needs - which are not being met
and which mean that resources could be used in
much better ways.
The government has responded to the task force
recommendations. In the forthcoming financial year
at least $7.5 million in capital funds will be provided
so that many rural hospitals can reconfigure their
services to better meet the needs of their local
communities. The government has invited hospitals
to review their roles and discuss them with other
health providers in their immediate localities to
examine ways in which the government can develop
much better outcomes for the available funds, both
in capital terms as well as in recurrent terms.
The Minister for Health said that if small hospitals
undertake that process the government and the
department will negotiate hump funding
arrangements to enable them to change their
services. It is the government's desire that that
process must lead to the development of a
comprehensive range of services which are both
viable and sustainable in the long term and which
better meet the needs of residents of small rural
communities than current arrangements. We are
confident that if this approach is adopted and we
make better use of the resources available, many
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communities that currently do not receive services,
or receive few services, will have their needs met.

Barwon Regional Housing Council
Hon. D. E. HENSHAW (Geelong) -Over a
period of some years other honourable members
and I have received enormous assistance from the
Barwon Regional Housing Council and from local
tenancy workers in resolving problems and helping
public tenants in such matters as eviction, rental
arrears, crisis accommodation for supporting
mothers and people suffering from psychiatric
illnesses. A statewide review of such services, the
report of which was released yesterday, puts such
advocacy provision under threat. Can the Minister
for Housing give an assurance that such services
will continue to be available?
Hon. R. I. KNOWlES (Minister for Housing) - I
publicly acknowledge the role the Barwon Regional
Housing Council has played and continues to play.
Its role goes beyond advocacy. It has been involved
in delivering services and finding hOUSing for
individuals with the sorts of disabilities and
vulnerability to which Mr Henshaw referred.
The report released yesterday - it is important to
recognise that at this stage it is a departmental
review of the community resourcing program suggests that this type of work falls within the ambit
of the community housing program, that
organisations which previously were funded
through the community resourcing program and
which are involved in housing delivery should be
part of the program and that much of the work
undertaken by bodies such as tenant associations,
where support has been given, falls within the ambit
of the housing service division; in other words, that
it is an integral part of the management of housing.
The report also suggests that a component of the
community resourcing program be incorporated
within the housing services program and that the
peak bodies which have been funded are an integral
part of the development of appropriate planning
models as required under the commonwealth-state
housing program and ought to be incorporated
within the broader focus of policy development and
specific planning development issues.
I cannot provide a guarantee to any individual
group. But I can guarantee that if the trend as
outlined in the report shows that there are
opportunities for organisations like the Barwon
Regional Housing Council to develop specific
proposals that involve the actual delivery of housing

services and they submit applications, those
applications will be considered.
During visits to the Geelong area I have said
publicly that I think the Barwon Regional Housing
Council has made a contribution to the provision of
housing to vulnerable people and I commend it for
that work. I have said also that the government is
prepared to support organisations that deliver real
housing solutions but is not prepared to fund
organisations that want simply to conduct talkfests
at the end of which there is no actual provision of
services to the very people with whom we are
dealing.

Proudfoot's boathouse, Warrnambool
Hon. B. A. E. SKEGGS (Templestowe) -Can the
Minister for Conservation and Environment advise
the house of steps taken by the government to assist
the redevelopment of the historic Proudfoot's
boathouse at Warmambool?
Hon. M. A. BIRRElL (Minister for Conservation
and Environment) - I am pleased to advise the
house that I have approved a grant of $150 000 from
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources to the City of Warmambool to help
restore Proudfoot's boathouse to its former glory.
The grant will be paid in annual instalments of
$50 000 over the next three years. The funding is
additional to the grants of $150000 from the Historic
Buildings Council, which was announced by the
government earlier this year, and from the City of
Warmambool.
Any honourable member who knows the
extraordinary background of the proposal will
regard the resolution of the matter with relief. I
congratulate and thank the local members, the
Honourable Bruce Chamberlain, the
Honourable Roger Hallam and Mr John McGrath,
the honourable member for Warrnambool in another
place, for their constructive representations on the
matter.
Hon. Pat Power interjected.
Hon. M. A. BIRREll - I am alerted by an
untimely interjection from the opposition. I said to
the people who prepared the non-copious notes for
my answer that I did not want to get stuck into the
opposition for its inadequacy on this matter when in
government, but the interjection has thrown me off
my guard! It is important to direct to the attention of
the house the previous government's failure to settle
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the matter. Apparently there were winks and nods
from the former Department of Conservation and
Environment suggesting that the money might be
provided, but there was no commitment by the
previous government to provide the money, nor was
there a commitment from the coalition when in
opposition. Until this day there has been no
commitment from the coalition in government.
We believe it is a meritorious and important historic
building. Proudfoot's boathouse was constructed in
1885 and is on the registers of the Historic Buildings
Council and the National Trust. Even though it is in
rural Victoria, it is a classic reminder of the so-called
'marvellous Melbourne' era, which is marked by
many magnificent buildings. It is still standing,
although it is in an extremely unsafe and unhealthy
state.
The boathouse was and still is a popular place for
fishing and boating. At the time of construction it
was an extremely popular health resort. Now the
period of neglect has ended. I advise the house that
the plan is to lease the boathouse to the Hopkins
River Sports Club for a major financial return. The
precincts will be enhanced by extensive landscaping
and site beautification.
The local Warmambool community and the state
will benefit from it as a tourist attraction and will be
boosted by the restoration of the building and
precincts. Honourable members who visit
Warmambool should go to the Hopkins River and
visit Proudfoot's boathouse to see what outstanding
restoration work has been undertaken for this great
na tional asset.
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reCOgnised as a region. Technically, responsibility
falls to the Minister for Industry and Employment.
In respect of unemployment, I am not able to
comment on the figure of 60000 unemployed cited
by Mr Ives. If that is the figure - I have no reason to
doubt it - it simply reinforces the urgency of the
issue confronting us all as decision makers. As
recently as last week I met with representatives from
the Western Port community to talk through that
issue, among others.
Although the state government is taking a number
of initiatives - I am happy to repeat them again and
again so that they are put on the record - what is
causing me distress right now in terms of job
generation is the recalcitrant attitude taken by the
honourable member's federal colleagues. The
biggest single issue confronting us at the momentMr Power should be interested in this given that it is
his area of responSibility - is the concern being
expressed by potential employers across this state as
to the circumstances in which new jobs are being
generated.
There is grave dismay not in politics but in the real
world that restrictions are being imposed on job
opportunities by the federal government. I say to
Mr Ives earnestly and seriously that he could do
worse than talk to his federal counterparts about
addressing the real issues involved - that is, how to
free potential employers in Victoria to take
advantage of the enormous job opportunities
available. It is under those circumstances that we
might address the terrible legacy of 10 years of
Labor in this state and make many inroads into that
position.

Western Port Development Council
Hon. R. S. IVES (Eumemmerring) - A report
available from the Western Port Development
Council in consultation with Monash University
advises that some 60 000 people in the Western Port
region are looking for work. Does the Minister for
Regional Development acknowledge that this is a
regional issue and can he advise the house of
programs he has developed for implementation that
will provide relief for the 60 000 people looking for
work in the area?

Hon. D. A. Nardella - You have not done
anything.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is not true. Both
the government and the opposition should do
something together about the circumstances being
imposed on this state by the federal government in
terms of job generation. If Mr Ives is not prepared to
accept that, then the situation will languish long
after he and I have gone.

Regional development and employment
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - There are several issues involved
in that question. The first is whether this is a
regional issue, and of course it is. The Western Port
area is not necessarily recognised within the
portfolio of regional development but it is

Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) - I am
conscious of the previous answer, and ask the
Minister for Regional Development to inform the
house of the latest boost for jobs and exports in
country Victoria?
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) -Given that this issue has been
raised repeatedly in this Parliament in the past few
weeks and in preparation for what I expected might
be a question on this matter, I looked at some press
releases over the last week. It was not a special week
and nothing out of the ordinary happened, but
seven press releases last week announced new
initiatives including an enterprise improvement
grant to Clark's Pies in Mortlake; a grant to an
Australian sheep skin products company to undergo
a diagnostic review in Hamilton; a grant to the
Warmambool and Regional Development Board to
assess the viability of local farmers growing
alternative crops in that region; a grant to the Colac
Regional Development Board to undertake a study
into a major tourism development in its precincts; a
grant, which I announced on Wednesday, for the
City of Hamilton to investigate its capacity to further
develop wool scouring; a promotional package,
again announced on Wednesday, to generate
economic activity in Geelong; and, as late as Friday,
a grant to a Benalla wool spinning company to
expand and boost job numbers in that location.
I am sure all honourable members are pleased to

hear the announcement about Benalla, which is but
an example of the issues that are being addressed by
my office. Benalla Spinners, a subsidiary of Godfrey
Hirst Pty Ltd, was given a grant under the regional
development scheme, which will help create more
than 100 jobs in Benalla.
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structure of the regional development committees
are important not only for the effects of their work
and the benefits they derive for the community but
also because they are working on a voluntary basis
on a commitment to the community. They have been
doing an excellent job and the criticism that has been
directed at them by Mr Power is very sad. I shall
leave a message with Mr Power: there is much more
to regional development than simply a press release
and a road map.
Hon. Pat Power -1 did not attach a road map.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The government has
established an important relationship between the
Office of Regional Development, the regional
development commi ttees - Hon. Pat Power - Rural Enterprise Victoria.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM -And BARA-VIC which
was previously Rural Enterprise Victoria. The
community is working with local government, and I
add another two tiers. I am proud of the cooperation
between my office and the federal ministry. One of
the bright spots in the recent white paper was the
commitment by the federal minister to work within
the structures that have been put together in
Victoria. That is an extremely important message. By
talking down these issues Mr Power is doing great
harm-Hon. Pat Power - I do not talk it down.

Hon. Pat Power - How many?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I think you do.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The government expects
more than 100 jobs to be created and the grant is
based upon the lead of employment generated. In
addition, it will add value to wool, which is
important given that it is one the state's most
important natural resources. It will directly generate
export dollars for Victoria. Benalla Spinners is
currently prodUCing 160 tonnes of yam a month,
most of which is being manufactured into carpet in
Geelong, Mr Henshaw, and is then being exported.
So much of the behind-the-scenes work to develop
these deals is done under the auspices of important
structures in the community - that is, the regional
development boards and committees which have
struck a very good partnership with the Office of
Regional Development.
It is a good story thus far, but I am saddened at the
extent to which members of this place have gone to
deny that great work. I hate to say that the worst
offender is Mr Power, the shadow minister. The

The PRESIDENT - Order! The minister should
ignore interjections.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I suggest that next time
Mr Power goes on one of his trips to country
Victoria he explain to the people working at the
coalface on a voluntary basis that they are not
pulling their weight. That is effectively the message
Mr Power is putting across. I suggest to Mr Power
that those hard-working volunteers will be delighted
with that message, particularly coming from a
member of the Labor Party given that those people
recognise that over the past 10 years the Labor Party
has engineered the demise of their communities.
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Ministerial portfolios
The Clerk presented report of Auditor-General on
ministerial portfolios, May 1994.
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Wangaratta (Shire) Planning SchemeAmendment L14.
Werribee Planning Scheme - Amendments L62
and L71.
Whittlesea Planning Scheme - Amendment L89.
Wodonga Planning Scheme - Amendment L64.

Laid on table.

Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament:

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Dried Fruits Board - Report, 1993.
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes:
Alberton Planning Scheme - Amendments L31
and L33.
Baimsdale (Shire) Planning SchemeAmendment L39.
Benalla (City) Planning Scheme - Amendment
L30.

Fitzroy Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll3.
Flinders Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll28.
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme - Amendment
L53.

Hastings Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll03.
Korumburra Planning Scheme - Amendment L47.
Lillydale Planning Scheme - Amendment Ll33.
Malvern Planning Scheme - Amendment L25.
Moorabbin Planning Scheme - Amendment L35.
Preston Planning Scheme - Amendment L48.
Rosedale Planning Scheme - Amendment L38.
Sandringham Planning Scheme - Amendments
L9 and Ll3.
South Melbourne Planning Scheme Amendments L50 and L65.

Criminal Injuries Compensation Act 1983No. 64.
Health Act 1958 - No. 61, together with copies of
the following documents which, by section 32 of
the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984, are also
required to be laid upon the Table:
Radiation Protection - Annual Limits on
intake of Radionudides by Workers Based on
the 1990 Recommendations, Annals of the
International Commission on Radiological
Protection, ICRP Publication 61, Volume 21,
No. 4.
Code of Practice for the Safe Transport of
Radioactive Substances, 1990, Department of
the Arts, Sport, the Environment, Tourism and
Territories.
Sealed radioactive sources - Classification International Standard, ISO 2919,1980.
Sealed radioactive sources - Leak test
methods - International Standard Technical
Report, ISO 4826,1979.
Supreme Court Act 1986 - No. 63.

A Proclamation of His Excellency the Governor in
Council fixing an operative date in respect of the
following Act:
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Act 1993 - Sections 7 to 12 - 8 May
1994 (Gazette No. G20, 19 May 1994).

WATER (FURTHER AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading

Springvale Planning Scheme - Amendment L64.
Sunshine Planning Scheme - Amendment L62.

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation
and Environment) - I move:

Tambo Planning Scheme - Amendment L62.
Traralgon (Shire) Planning Scheme - Amendment
L36.
Victoria - State Section Planning Schemes Amendment 533.

That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill will enable the government's water reform
program for the rural water sector to proceed in
accordance with the strategy as detailed in the Office
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of State Owned Enterprises report of October 1993
entitled Reforming Victoria's Water Industry: A
Competitive Future. That report identified a range of
reforms for the rural water sector which included:
the Rural Water Corporation's five regional
management boards to be transformed into
separate authorities under the Water Act on 1 July
1994;
responsibility for statewide policy, water resource
assessment and regulatory activities will transfer
from the Rural Water Corporation to the Minister
for Natural Resources; and
the amalgamation of non-metropolitan urban
authorities.
The definition of an 'authority' contained in the
Water Act 1989 expressly excludes a regional
management board. The five regional management
boards of the Rural Water Corporation currently
exercise their functions under delegation from the
corporation. The proposed amendments will enable
the regional management boards to be constituted as
authorities in their own right.
This will deliver substantial long-term benefits
through enhanced local management, reduced
central office overheads, improved local cost control,
further pressure to improve services and more direct
signalling of the cost of doing so.
The new rural authorities are to be given borrowing
powers under the Borrowing and Investment
Powers Act 1987, the same as other authorities
under the Water Act. In practical terms, this means
that they will have access to loans from Treasury
Corporation Victoria but government guarantees
will not be available as of right.
Given the heightened commercial focus for the new
regional rural authorities, the residual regulatory,
statewide policy and community service functions
currently undertaken by the corporation are to be
transferred to the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources. Those functions are already
funded by the consolidated fund through the
government services contract to the Rural Water
Corporation, and therefore the transfer of functions
to the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources will be effectively cost neutral. As neither
the minister nor the department are 'authorities' for
the purposes of the act, amendment of the Water Act
1989 is required to effect the proposed changes and
to accommodate the transfer of staff.
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Other amendments to the Water Act are required to
enable water trading between different types of
water entitlements. This will facilitate transfers of
water in northern Victoria where demand is high, as
illustrated by the recent and successful water
auction at Swan Hill.
This bill will assist in enabling the government in
meeting its goals in the reform of the rural water
sector through increasing efficiency and
accountability, and will provide enduring public
benefit for all Victorians.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. B. T. PULLEN
(Melbourne) on motion of Hon. C. J. Hogg.
Debate adjourned until next day.

VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF MARINE
SCIENCES (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation
and Environment) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (VIMS)
was established in the mid-1970s to further
knowledge and education in relation to marine
issues and carry out scientific research in the field of
marine science and oceanography. The council was
established by the Victorian Institute of Marine
Sciences Act 1974. The governing body of the
institute is presently a council of up to 24 members
made up of members of Parliament, nominees of
academic institutions and others.
VIMS research is well regarded especially in the
field of oceanography. Over the years VIMS has
carried out research for a range of clients including
the oil and gas industry, port authorities, water
boards and the commonwealth government. VIMS
has developed databases and marine models which
are of great value to Victoria. The other important
arm of VIMS business is its education faCility at
Queenscliff which last year was visited by 18 000
schoolchildren, providing clear economic benefits
for the town of Queenscliff.
The large size of the VIMS council and the
antiquated provisions of its act have meant VIMS
has functioned ineffectively. The full council did not
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meet after 1991, and the reporting lines to
government became poor. In 1993 a new director of
VIMS was appointed and in September the director
identified a deteriorating financial situation which
was brought to the attention of the government.

substantially streamlined and improved. The
remaining provisions of the bill are consequential in
nature and deal with establishment of procedures
and operations of the board which are a substantial
improvement on those contained in the existing act.

The government immediately requested the
Auditor-General carry out a special audit of VIMS.
At the same time a reconstituted council was
established with strong representation from the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
and effective governance of VIMS affairs was
re-established.

The government is moving quickly through this
legislation to address the problems of VIMS and to
provide the opportunity for VIMS to continue to
provide quality research and education facilities to
industry, government and the community. The bill
will ensure that improved management practices
and reporting relationships are introduced and that
efficiencies to be gained by closer links with the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
are maximised.

The Auditor-General has identified a number of
problems which need to be addressed in order to
improve VIMS operations. The key problems are
cumbersome legislation (including governance
through a council of up to 24 members), a lack of
clear accountability, and inadequate management
and financial skills. The Auditor-General's findings
in regard to VIMS will be included in his report on
ministerial portfolios, to be tabled in the autumn
sittings. The Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources has started to address the
management and financial skills by introducing new
systems and creating closer links with the
department, in particular with the marine research
functions of the department.

The government will closely monitor the
effectiveness of these measures in improving the
viability of VIMS and will review the performance
of VIMS periodically to ensure that the quality of
service provided is maintained and improved in the
most cost effective way for Victoria.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. B. T. PULLEN
(Melbourne) on motion of Hon. C. J. Hogg.
Debate adjourned until next day.

The purpose of this bill is to address the problems of
cumbersome legisla tion and the lack of clear
accountability identified by the Auditor-General as
key areas where improvement of VI MS operations
was required.
I turn now to the specific provisions of the bill. The
bill substantially reduces the size of the governing
body by replacing the council of up to 24 members
with a skills-based board of up to 7 persons to take
responsibility for the institute. The institute is to be
subject to the general control of the minister and will
have the additional objective of carrying out
functions referred by the minister. This creates clear
lines of accountability to government to ensure the
problems of the poor reporting in the past are not
repeated.
In order to bring about efficiencies in the operation
of VIMS it is proposed to further develop links with
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources by providing for the board of V1MS to
enter into agreements with the secretary of the
department to provide services and make reciprocal
use of resources of each body. The financial and
other reporting provisions of the act are

CASINO CONTROL (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading

For Hon. HADDON STOREY (Minister for
Gaming), Hon. R. M. Hallam (Minister for Regional
Development) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The amendments proposed to be made to the Casino
Control Act and the Liquor Control Act have come
about as a result of recommendations from the
Victorian Casino Control Authority in consultation
with the casino operator and various government
agencies. The amendments are not substantial but
will be to the benefit of Victoria by helping to ensure
the Melbourne casino is a world-class casino and
free from criminal influence.
The bill permits Sportsbetting to be offered in the
casino, enables the body responsible for building
control for the casino to have responSibility also for
ancillary works, enables the casino operator to apply
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for a liquor licence, provides for self-exclusion
orders and contains other miscellaneous
amendments.
Sportsbetting is an important ingredient of
world-class casinos overseas. Under clause 20 of the
schedule to the Casino (Management Agreement)
Act 1993 it is mandatory that the casino operator
operates the Melbourne casino complex as a
high-quality, international-class casino complex. The
Casino Control Act presently enables the Victorian
Casino Control Authority to approve the games that
may be played in the casino. Legislative amendment
though is required to enable Sportsbetting because
of the legal distinction between gaming and betting.
Sportsbetting will enable patrons to bet on national
and international sporting events. Sportsbetting will
only be available to patrons placing bets within the
casino. There will be no telephone betting.
While the bill would enable Sportsbetting to be
offered, it is not intended that it should operate as a
second TAB. The bill therefore will prevent the
casino from conducting Sportsbetting on any horse,
harness or greyhound race at a race meeting in
Australia or New Zealand which is covered by the
TAB.
The Minister for Gaming will be empowered to give
notice to the casino operator not to conduct a class or
kind of betting where that betting would be
offensive or would be contrary to public policy. For
example, betting on the number of casualties in a
war or betting on the outcome of a trial may invoke
this section.
The bill provides that the Casino (Management
Agreement) Act does not apply to part SA Approved Betting Competitions - which deals with
Sportsbetting. This provision makes it clear that
Sportsbetting is regula ted under the Casino Control
Act.
The Casino Control Act presently enables the
minister administering the Building Control Act to
determine who is to be responsible for building
control for the Melbourne casino site. Ancillarv
works outside the site will be required. It has ~lways
been intended that all works necessary for the casino
should be subject to one body responsible for
building control. The bill therefore gives effect to
this intention.
The Casino Control Act enables the Director of
Casino Surveillance, the casino operator or the
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person in charge of the casino to prohibit a person
from entering the casino. An excluded person may
appeal to the Victorian Casino Control Authority
against an exclusion order. The New South Wales
act also provides for a person to apply for a
self-exc1usion order to be made excluding him or her
from entering the casino. There is a right of appeal to
the authority to have the order overruled. The bill
proposes similar provisions for Victoria.
Section 69 of the act provides for regula tions to be
made in relation to junkets. The amended statutory
provision is intended to cover only the incentives
offered to the high-turnover players. The two
situations which need to be addressed are junkets
and premium-player arrangements.
A junket is a term commonly understood in the
casino industry as referring to an arrangement
whereby a group of persons or an individual is
introduced to the casino operator by a junket
organiser or promoter, who receives a commission
based on the turnover of play accrued by the patron
or patrons introduced by the organiser or promoter.
A premium-player arrangement is an arrangement
in which the casino operator agrees to give a patron
a commission in cash or in kind based on the
patron's turnover or results of play. In the case of a
premium-player arrangement there is no promoter
involved.

The definition of junket in the act is currently too
wide in that it includes the giving by the casino
operator of what are known in the casino industry as
complimentaries. Complimentaries consist of
incentives such as free or discounted travel,
accommodation and food. The amendments are
therefore designed to exclude complimentaries from
the definition of junkets and to enable the regulation
of premium-player arrangements.
The Casino Control Act provides that the Liquor
Control Act does not apply to the sale, disposal and
consumption of liquor in a casino except to the
extent that the regulations otherwise provide. The
bill would enable the casino operator to apply for a
liquor licence under the Liquor Control Act and
would facilitate the issue of the licence.
The casino operator is prohibited from entering into
any contract for the supply of goods or services,
with certain exceptions, unless the Victorian Casino
Control Authority is first notified. If the authority
objects, the operator must not enter into the contract.
The intent of the provisions was to ensure that there
could be no opportunity for criminal influence via
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the back door. This would involve the authority
checking the individuals associated with contracts,
not in determining whether or not a particular
contract should be entered into.
The bill therefore reinforces this intention by
amending the Casino Control Act to enable the
authority to give the operator approval to enter into
contracts with specified persons for specified goods
or services. In addition, the authority would
continue to monitor all significant contracts to
ensure that the integrity of all aspects of the casino
operations is preserved.
Casino special employees are prohibited from
accepting gratuities from patrons in the casino. This
provision was intended to prevent any special
treatment being given to patrons by staff responsible
for conducting gaming. However, the provision is
too limited in that an employee could with impunity
accept a gratuity from a patron of the casino by
merely stepping outside the casino. The bill will
close this loophole.
The authority intends to require more than just the
gaming employees to be licensed as special
employees. However, it is standard casino industry
practice for certain employees who are not directly
involved in gaming activities to be permitted to
accept gratuities. The amendment is therefore
included to enable the authority to specify persons
or classes of persons who may accept gratuities.
Finally, the other amendments included in the bill
will:
require all security and surveillance staff of the
casino operator to obtain special employees'
licences;
enable the Director of Casino Surveillance to
approve the use of chips and cash for restricted
training and testing purposes and to approve the
use of a procedure or device for dealing cards
other than from a card shoe; and
prohibit persons who have been directed to apply
for licences because of their special relationship
with the casino as defined in section 40 from
gambling in the casino.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta
Galla) on motion of Hon. C. J. Hogg.
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Debate adjourned until next day.

STATE TRUSTEES (STATE OWNED
COMPANY) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill
provides for significant improvements to be
achieved in the provision of public trustee services
to the people of Victoria. It provides for State
Trustees to be established as a company which will
be wholly owned by the state. The proposed
company, State Trustees Ltd (STL), will be subject to
the Corporations Law, the State Owned Enterprises
Act and the Trustee Companies Act.
The new structure will free State Trustees from
many of the public sector restrictions to which it has
been subject to date and will enable it to continue
the process of reform which it has successfully
undertaken in recent years. It will also put State
Trustees on a more equal footing with other trustee
companies.
The bill preserves the existing rights of clients of
State Trustees and makes provision for community
service obligations of the type now provided by
State Trustees to continue to be provided under
contract to the government. Initially this contract
will be with State Trustees Ltd, with flexibility for
contracts to be awarded to other parties in the future.
With respect to the employees of the corporation, it
is proposed that State Trustees be declared a
designated body for the purposes of section 81A of
the Public Sector Management Act and that the
procedures set out in that section will apply.
Part 1 of this bill sets out the preliminaries. The
Australian company number for STL is not yet
available pending approval of the name from the
commonwealth. Part 2 of the bill retains certain
provisions of the State Trust Corporation of Victoria
(STCV) Act 1987 which ensures that services
currently provided by the corporation can continue
to be supplied by STL. Part 3 contains general
provisions including the provision of a limited
government guarantee for STL and the preservation
of the rights of STCV clients existing at the time of
commencement of the legislation.
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Part 5 repeals the STCV Act. Part 6 amends the
Guardianship and Administration Board Act 1986
by inserting in that act certain provisions previously
contained in the STCV Act. Part 7 amends the
Administration and Probate Act by inserting in that
act certain provisions previously contained in the
STCV Act. Part 8 provides for consequential
amendments to other acts.

With this in mind, this bill provides the necessary
appropriation cover for new capital works outlined
in the autumn economic statement, as well as the
ongoing costs of government for the period July to
October 1994. For the information of honourable
members details of the new capital projects to
commence in 1994-95 is also included in the
explanatory memorandum to the bill.

I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section by the bill. Clause 40 re-enacts
an existing provision of the State Trustees
Corporation of Victoria Act which amends the
Administration and Probate Act 1958 by inserting
proposed section 30D in that act with the intention
to alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act to
the extent necessary to prevent the Supreme Court
entertaining claims where State Trustees has
distributed the assets of a deceased person after a
period of three months of serving a notice of refusal
to recognise a claim where no proceedings to enforce
the claim have been instituted within that period.
The reason for limiting the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is to remove uncertainty and
facilitate prompt distribution of estates by ensuring
that subsequent claims are not recognised.

In line with current appropriation arrangements the
estimates included in schedule 1 of the bill are
prOVided at departmental level and follow net
appropriation principles whereby certain revenue
items received are credited to a department's
appropriations. Details of these receipts are set out
in table 2 of the explanatory memorandum.
The estimates are based on salary rates which
applied as at 31 March 1994. The effects of any
approved salary and wages increases which may be
handed down during the remainder of this financial
year, or in the first four months of next year, which
affect expenditure during the period will be handled
through the provisions of section 4 of the bill.

Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
Oika Jika) on motion of Hon. B. T. Pull en.

The total amount sought in 1994-95 is
$4722.1 million ($4 722051000). This amount is
made up of $4 076.5 million ($4 076464 000) for
recurrent expenditure and $645.6 million
($645587000) for works and services expenditure.
This legislation will lapse when the Appropriation
(1994-95 No. 1) Bill is passed by both houses.

Debate adjourned until next day.

I commend the bill to the house.

I commend the bill to the house.

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1994-95)
BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill provides for the expenditure requirements
of departments from the consolidated fund for the
first four months of the 1994-95 financial year.
As was indicated by the Treasurer in the autumn
economic statement, the introduction of an interim
appropriation bill for the first four months of the
1994-95 financial year is consistent with the
government's objective of enabling new policy
initiatives to be implemented as soon as possible in
the new financial year.

The PRESIDENT -Order! I advise the house
that, as is the normal practice, it is anticipated that
those honourable members who have already
spoken on the autumn economic statement will be
treated as having already made their second-reading
speeches. Honourable members who have not
spoken still have that opportunity open to them.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
Oika Jika) on motion of Hon. B. T. Pullen.
Debate adjourned until next day.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT)
(INTERIM 1994-95) BILL
Second reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - I move:
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That this bill be now read a second time.

Honourable members will be aware that since
1992-93 a separate annual appropriation bill for the
Parliament has been presented.
This bill provides for the expenditure requirements
of the Parliament for the first four months of the
1994-95 financial year. The introduction of an
interim appropriation bill for the first four months of
the 1994-95 financial year is consistent with the
government's objective of enabling new policy
initiatives to be implemented as soon as possible in
the new financial year.
The bill provides the necessary appropriation cover
for the Parliament for new capital works outlined in
the autumn economic statement, as well as its
ongoing operating costs for the period July to
October 1994.
For the information of honourable members, details
of new capital projects to commence for the
Parliament in 1994-95 are provided in table 1 of the
explanatory memorandum to the bill.
In line with the wishes of the President and the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, estimates
included in schedule 1 of the bill are presented in a
program format consistent with the Appropriation
(Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Act.
The estimates are based on salary rates which
applied as at 31 March 1994. The effects of any
approved salary and wages increases which may be
handed down during the remainder of this financial
year, or in the first four months of next year, which
affect expenditure during the period will be handled
through the provisions of clause 4 of the bill.
The total amount sought in 1994-95 is $8.4 million
($8 409 000). This amount is made up of $7.8 million
($7841000) for recurrent expenditure and $568000
for works and services expenditure.
This legislation will lapse when the Appropriation
(Parliament 1994-95, No. 1) Bill is passed by both
houses.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned for Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS
(Jika Jika) on motion of Hon. B. T. Pull en.
Debate adjourned until next day.
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CONTROL OF WEAPONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 17 May; motion of
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports).
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - The bill seeks
to address one particular issue. The opposition
considers that the bill can improve the situation with
regard to that issue and so supports the measure.
The issue is concern in the community, particularly
concern expressed by the police, at what is seen as a
growing prevalence of people carrying knives in
public places, and the need to regulate that situation.
The principal effect of the legislation is to remove
self-defence as an excuse for the carrying of a knife.
The bill achieves that by shifting knives from the
category of dangerous articles to the category of
regulated weapons in the Control of Weapons Act.
In doing that the legislation seeks to achieve two
objects: firstly, a person who has a knife in his or her
possession for a legitimate utilitarian reason, such as
using a knife as part of one's employment or hobby,
is permitted to carry such knife on the basis of that
reason but not for the reason of self-defence. I agree
with that distinction. The idea that people can carry
weapons for self-defence is fraught with danger. In
the United States of America, where citizens have
the right to bear arms and therefore carry hand guns
as a means of self-defence, we have seen an
enormous proliferation of people carrying weapons
and an increased number of injuries and deaths as a
result. I have been astounded, as have many other
people, by deSCriptions of people knocking on doors
at Halloween and on other occasions being shot
dead through front doors by the occupants of
residences.
That incredible situation highlights the fact that
knives and guns are not a means of subduing
threats; they do not in any way serve to protect a
person by incapacitating an aggressor, unless by a
direct result. The threat of a knife or gun either
works, or the aggressor continues with a severe, if
not fatal, result. Such weapons do not allow for any
flexibility in the handling of a situation. Once a gun
or knife is produced it inevitably heightens tensions
and reduces the possibility of the situation being
defused. People confronted with such a reaction are
prompted to respond with equal force - their
reaction is raised to a different level.
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Commonsense dictates that there is a correlation
between an increased number of weapons in society
a nd an increased propensi ty for action and reaction.
Anything that can be done to reduce the number of
knives carried by people, particularly in public
places and places where people congregate at night,
without unduly restricting people's rights, would
s·eem to be a good thing. On that basis the
opposition supports the logic that is contained in the
bill and hence supports the bill itself.
Because regulated weapons must be listed and
undergo a regulatory impact statement there is an
opportunity for people to comment on the proposal
and perhaps positive input will pick up problems
that may not be evident at this stage. The opposition
considers both features of the bill to be useful.
I doubt whether it will be a long-term measure
because the bill does not address the underlying
causes of violence, nor does it examine the
underlying reasons why people carry knives and get
into trouble. It is disappointing that the government
has not put together a package of measures that will
address those problems.
There has been some improvement in people's
perception of being safe. For example, although the
statistics showed that the incidence of crime in the
area around the high-rise flats in North Melbourne
was virtually indistinguishable from the incidence in
the surrounding community, the perception was
that it was not safe to go out at night. Elderly people
in particular did not think it was safe to go out at
night, even to the milk bar, or to be in public places
after a certain time. The police evidence does not
back up that perception, but that does not alter the
fact that people had that perception and did not go
out at night. Hearing that a neighbour is frightened
to go out at night causes other people to think it is
not safe to go out at night.
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are carrying knives. If that inhibits people from
going out to public places or walking around the
city at night, it is not a positive perception. The
measures in the proposed legislation are reasonable
and balanced. I support the bill.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Monash) - I support the
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill. It is
appropriate that Mr Pullen, a member of the socialist
left faction of the Labor Party, has led the opposition
on the bill relating to knives - although he is
probably a victim rather than an aggressor.
The bill removes knives from the category of
dangerous articles and extends the power of police
to search without a warrant under certain
circumstances and situations. Knives will be
classified as regulated weapons. Clause 5 contains
the key features: if a member of the police force has
reasonable cause to believe someone is carrying a
knife without just cause, that member of the police
force may search the person. If a person is found in
posseSSion of a knife without sufficient reason, the
police will now have the ability to seize and
confiscate the knife. For those concerned about the
civil libertarian aspect, the other side of the equation
is that someone who is being searched will be able to
ask the police member to state orally or in writing
his or her name, rank and place of duty, which
parallels the situation under the Crimes
(Amendment) Act.
There are three categories of weapons covering the
carrying of knives. The first is prescribed weapons,
which are banned weapons, except in extremely
limited circumstances. Police currently have the
power to search without warrant for prescribed
weapons, but in many circumstances it is difficult to
determine whether a weapon is prescribed simply
by seeing it or hearing someone's description of the
type of weapon an aggressor may have had.

Discussions and public meetings were held and
people suggested measures to improve such things
as lighting, security, access, and the surveillance of
cars, doors and screens, and homes. They were the
measures that residents thought would change their
perception of how safe the neighbourhood was.
They thought that with those measures in place
people would go to the milk bar at night, do the
errands that they normally do or call on neighbours
in other buildings. Their perception changed and the
place felt safer.

The second category is regulated weapons - knives
are being reclassified into this category - which
may be carried for legitimate recreation, sport or
employment purposes. The third category is
dangerous weapons, the category in which knives
were previously included. If someone were found
carrying a knife, a dangerous weapon, he or she
could simply claim to be carrying it for self-defence
and the police were unable to do anything about it.

It is important to deal with perceptions. Today the

Hon. LOUISE ASHER - I note that members of
the pledge faction, Mr Nardella, carry knives for

community has the perception that too many people

Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
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self-defence all the time. Knives have been used
extensively in crime and it is important that we
examine their regulation. There is a lot of talk in the
community about the regulation of guns and the
extent to which regulations should be made. That is
an important debate that has been continuing for
some time. Mrs McLean consistently raises in this
place the matter of the regulation of gW'\S, but the
same attention has not been given to knives. We
should pay a significant degree of attention to
knives, given that many young people are carrying
them on the streets at night and they are being used
in many serious crimes.
What is the practical effect of the bill? It will remove
knives from the category of dangerous weapons and
reclassify them as regulated weapons. It will no
longer be sufficient to claim self-defence as a reason
for carrying a knife. It was often difficult for the
police to make an assessment about self-defence,
and if one claimed to be carrying a knife for
self-defence that was the end of the matter.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - They are probably
defending themselves from the police.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - That is outrageous,
Mr Nardella: it is probably one of the worst
interjections you have made since you were elected
to this place. It is a disgusting reflection on the police
force and one that does you no credit.
The practical effect of the bill is that people must
have a legitimate reason for carrying a knife and that
reason must relate to employment, recreation or
sporting purposes. The bill increases police powers
in a number of areas: firstly, police will have wider
search powers for both regulated and prescribed
weapons, which is a long-overdue reform. Secondly,
the carrying of knives for sinister purposes - that is
purposes that are not connected with employment,
recreation or sport - will result in the knives being
confiscated by the police.
Hon. Jean McLean - What about pocket knives?
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - They can be carried for
legitimate purposes.
Hon. E. G. Stoney - Such as Swiss army knives.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER - I carry one. Thirdly, the
police will have the power to search for and
confiscate knives in public places only. That is
important for public safety.
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The bill is consistent with the government's policy of
giving police broader powers. During deba te on the
Crimes (Amendment) Bill during the last Sitting of
Parliament the opposition opposed the policy of
broader police powers, but I am pleased to see it
supports this particular law and order policy which
will increase the regulation of the carrying of knives
in public places.
Some of my observations about the bill's application
in my electorate are worthy of note. In February this
year a pool party was held at the Harold Holt
Memorial Swimming Centre in Malvern which was
attended by more than 2000 young people. At the
end of the pool party when the young people were
travelling home there was a disgraceful occurrence:
a knife attack by a gang of about 80 to 100 young
men on a particular group of people.
That incident shocked the community to the core,
and it is an example of a situation in which the
police baSically had no power. Previously, if the
police had asked those young people why they were
carrying knives, the answer that they were for
self-defence was legitimate. Under this bill that will
no longer be the case. A gang of young men will not
be able to legitimately carry knives late at night
because self-defence will not be an allowable reason
for carrying a regulated weapon. If a similar
circumstance ever occurred again - obviously
everyone hopes it does not - the police would be
able to confiscate knives from such a gang of people
hanging around outside a party of young people.
The police being given that power is an extremely
positive step forward.
I now refer to St Kilda, which is in my electorate. It
has had many problems with young gangs or
groups of young men carrying knives on the streets,
taking knives into nightclubs and attacking with
knives people walking along the streets, sex
workers, people attending restaurants and a range of
other people. There is no reason for those people to
be carrying knives on the streets of St Kilda. It is
having an adverse impact on many businesses and
on the night life in the area and on publiC safety
because many people are reluctant to visit there.
As Mr Pullen correctly pointed out, if there is a
perception that young people with knives are in the
area and that people will be intimidated, then in
certain circumstances people will stay away. This
issue is integrally bound with community safety
and, in particular, with safety on the streets of
St Kilda.
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I will use an example. It will be completely
legitimate for a person fishing on St Kilda pier to
carry a knife when that person is fishing; it is for a
legitimate sporting purpose. The reason for carrying
a knife is obvious and that person's right to carry a
knife will not be affected. However, under the new
legislation a group of young people in a gang
walking around Acland Street carrying knives or
with knives strapped to their legs clearly do not
have a legitimate reason for carrying those knives.
The police will have the power to search those
people without warrants and, more importantly,
will have the power to confiscate the knives.
The proposed legislation will assist the police in
carrying out their extremely difficult job, which
involves being on the streets at night and, more
importantly, it will assist members of the
community who have a right to walk the streets at
night without being assaulted by gangs of youths
brandishing knives.
The police have requested this power and the
government believes it is appropriate. The main
impact of the bill is that it will disarm gangs; the
legitimate use of knives will obviously still be
lawful. People who carry Swiss army knives will
still be allowed to carry them. People using knives
for their business, employment or sports will
continue to be allowed to carry them. However, the
knives of gang members will be confiscated by
police.
In my view, knives are too dangerous for anyone to
be allowed to carry them on the street - particularly
at night - without a reason. Mr Pullen made the
comment that this bill is only one component; he is
probably correct. The government has never
asserted that this bill is some sort of panacea.
However, it represents an extremely practical
solution to an immediate problem on our streets. I
commend all involved in putting this bill together. I
believe it has particular practical application in
certain areas of my electorate, unfortunately, and it
will give the police power to make the streets just
that little bit safer at night.
Hon. E. G. STONEY (Central Highlands) - I am
pleased to contribute to the debate on the Control of
Weapons (Amendment) Bill. The bottom line of this
proposed legislation can be found in the last
paragraph of the second-reading speech, which I
quote:
The government believes the bill will assist in making
Victorian streets and other public places, for example
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discos, safer places in which to travel or congregate. At
the same time, all current legitimate uses of knives will
continue to remain lawful.

That is the bottom line and it is one which this
legislation will achieve. The extent of this problem is
widespread. Almost every morning on the radio,
because the papers miss the inCidents, one hears
about stabbings, assaults, people being held up, or
people being mugged with knives the night before
in both minor and major incidents. The papers tend
to ignore the incidents, except if they are serious.
However, almost every day in the papers there is an
account of a serious crime in which knives play a
part.
Hon. Jean McLean - It is invariably in the home
or somewhere like that.
Hon. E. G. STONEY - Both, Mrs McLean, but
certainly very much in the streets, as I am about to
prove. An article in the Herald Sun - unfortunately I
do not have the date - headed 'Knifed in mall
brawl'states:
The tip of a knife broke off in a man's chest after he
became involved in a brawl with a group of men in the
Bourke Street mall yesterday.
The injured man was walking through the mall with a
group of friends, when they became involved in an
argument with another group.
A fight broke out and a man produced a knife, stabbing
the 25-year-old man in the chest under his right arm.
Six people were interviewed in relation to tile attack.

This occurs time and time again.
The Herald Sun of 25 April under the heading 'Police
seek help on club stabbing' reports:
Detectives investigating the unprOVOked stabbing of a
teenager in a Melbourne nightclub are calling for the
young woman who helped the victim to come forward
... Standing at a bar, he was knifed after a group of
youths approached him from the dance floor.

The interesting thing is that this problem is confined
not only to Melbourne, because the Herald Sun of
12 May, under the heading 'Police probe stab death',
reports:
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Homicide squad detectives are questioning a man in
relation to the stabbing death of a man in Swan Hill last
night.
The 29-year-old man was stabbed in a Pie Street flat.

There you are, Mrs McLean, you are right in part.
He was taken to the Swan Hill hospital about 5.45 p.m.
but died a short time later.
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knives from the dangerous article category and
makes them regulated weapons. It will enable police
to search people they suspect of carrying weapons
for illegal purposes. Self-defence will no longer be a
legitimate excuse for carrying a knife. Mr Pullen said
that knives are dangerous weapons because of their
directness, and I entirely agree with him. The
community does not believe youths carrying knives
should be free to roam the streets in gangs or hang
aroWld discotheques or other areas where young
people congregate.

A 27-year-old man was taken into custody.

Hon. Jean McLean interjected.
Hon. E. G. STONEY - It is more likely that a
27-year-old man will be stopped by the police if he is
acting suspiciously on the street. The chances are
there. He knows he can be stopped; he knows he can
be searched and the incentives are there for him to
act lawfully.
Knives are used nearly twice as often as other
weapons in deadly and other assaults.
UnfortWlately, knives can still be carried for
self-defence, and police have no powers to search
people suspected of carrying them. Australia is
becoming more Americanised every day, one of the
results of which is the emergence of street gangs
carrying knives.
The statistics speak for themselves. The Victorian
Police Force statistical review of 1992-93 shows that
in the homicides for that period, hand gW1s were
used on 2 occasions, rifles, 7 occasions, and knives,
15 occasions; in attempted murders various guns
were used on 19 occasions and knives, 25 occasions;
in serious assaults, firearms were used on
27 occasions and - this is the crux - knives were
used on 207 occasions.

Fisherman and hWlters have legitimate reasons for
carrying knives, as do people who may carry Swiss
army knives to peel an apple or sharpen their
pencils. I am reminded of the film Crocodile Dundee.
As honourable members will recall, DWldee was
taking in the sights of New York with his girl when
a callow youth tried to hold him up with a knife.
Dundee pulled out his very large knife and said,
'That's not a knife, this is a knife!' It was very funny.
However, the downside of that film is that for many
people it glamorised muggings, giving them the
wrong impression. It gave the message that it is
okay to defend oneself with a knife - and the
bigger, the better. It gave the message that knives are
good. We must tell the community that the reverse is
true.
We must send the message to young people that it is
not acceptable to carry knives for self-defence or for
other illegal purposes. We must also tell them it is
not acceptable to roam the streets in gangs, carrying
knives just in case they happen to meet other gangs
carrying knives. The bill's message is that they must
modify that behaviour, otherwise they will be
stopped by the police and searched. The statistics
tell the story, which is why the measure is vitally
needed. I support the bill.
Motion agreed to.

Mr Pullen said that a knife is a very direct weapon.
Often a few millimetres may mean the difference
between life and death. Many of the serious assaults
with knives could have resulted in murders! The
statistics also show that in minor assaults various
guns were used on 125 occasions and knives,
229 occasions. The statistics are shown on page 68
and page 78 of the report. Police officers have a
lousy job; and, despite what Mr Nardella said
earlier, they do their jobs very well. They need more
assistance from legislators, which is why the
government has introduced the bill.

Ms Asher referred to the category of weapons
described as dangerous articles. The bill removes

Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank Mr Pull en, Ms Asher, and Mr Stoney for
their support for the bill, which deals with a very
important issue. I detest the carrying of knives other
than for legitimate and utilitarian purposes. The
examples Mr Stoney gave are indicative of the fact
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that knives are increasingly being carried by one
section of society. But they are unnecessary in the
sort of society this nation holds dear.
I agree entirely with Mr Pullen's remarks about
perception; the analysis he drew is valid. I walk
from Parliament along Nicholson Street to my
residence in North Carlton. I know many of my
colleagues perceive that as dangerous. I am not
going to lock myself away because some people
have the impression that what I do is unsafe. Once
we take that view, the lawless section of our
community begins to reign supreme.
I read an interesting letter to the editor of a Kilmore
newspaper. The family that wrote the letter referred
to the fact that they had withdrawn into their home
and had turned it into a fortress because they were
too frightened to move out into the community; but
they realised that was not the way to live. We should
not need to live that way in our community.
The bill will go some way towards removing the
perception to which Mr Pullen referred. It will give
police officers the powers they need to apprehend
those who are carrying knives without legitimate
reason.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
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the excellent process it has used that has become
almost a formula for good process when handling
difficult and complicated planning or
decision-making exercises.
The LCC earned its initial credibility because of the
high standard of documentation and information
that it released to the public. People who were
interested in a particular issue, such as whether
publiC land should be allocated to national park use
or other land-use purposes, were able to inform
themselves by looking at detailed maps and studies.
They were able to take part in the ensuing process in
an informed way. They were able to make
submissions and then respond to the interim
recommendations made by the LCC after which it
would make its final recommendations. Even people
who did not always agree with the decisions felt
they were in the game because they had a chance to
express their views.
The LCC has always had excellent chairpersons and
people serving on it. I acknowlp.dge the work of the
retiring chairperson, David Scott, who has been the
chairperson for nine and a half years. He has been
involved in a number of controversial and difficult
exercises, such as investigating publiC land in East
Gippsland and the need for national parks, the
impact of the timber industry and its impact on the
region generally, as well as preserving those areas
for the future. That issue required a lot of meetings,
and resolution of difficult issues.

Passed remaining stages.

LAND CONSERVATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 17 May; motion of Hon. R. I.
KNOWLES (Minister for Housing).
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - Even though
the bill is small it has provoked considerable interest
in the community because of the importance with
which some people who are concerned with
conservation and land management view the Land
Conservation Council (LCe). Its work has been
extensive, and it has enjoyed bipartisan support for a
fairly long time.
The Land Conservation Council has made friends
and it has made enemies, depending upon the way
its decisions have gone. However, it has earned the
respect of many people in the community, even
those who have not liked its decisions, because of

The LCC study on the Mallee also found many
differences of opinion and provoked many
discussions on the issues involved in the protection
of those areas. Grazing and forestry interests were
contrary to the long-term preservation of those areas
and the people who had lived there for generations
held strong views and also had an affinity for the
land.
Members of the LCC, under David Scott's
leadership, did not stay in an ivory tower in
Melbourne to try to deal with those issues in
isolation. Instead they made a practice of going out
to meet the people - confronting them if
necessary - and even going to remote areas for
meetings in shire halls, and sometimes copping it on
the chin! A number of heated meetings were held
but the fact that the LCC was prepared to go out and
see the people to discuss the issues has earned it a
grudging respect, even from those who did not
always like the direction in which it was heading.
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Almost everyone, with minor exceptions, has
accepted the recommendations made by the LCe.
Both the Labor and conservative governments have
tended to rely on the process. They have been
careful not to depart unduly from the
recommendations made by the LCe. This has been
an exceptional process that does not exist in other
states. It has developed into an excellent model.
The bill changes the role of the chairperson by
repealing section 3(2) to enable the chairman of the
LCC to be appointed on either a full-time or a
part-time basis. That appears to be a simple change
consistent with the notion that the LCC has done a
lot of work, but its further work may not be of an
intensity to require a full-time chairman. A heavy
reference may require the attention of a full-time
chairman but other references may not.
I believe an inherent difficulty lies herein because of
the often onerous nature of LCC duties and because
of the high standards that have been set by the
former chairpersons. I point to the most recent
chairperson but we have also been blessed with
good chairmanship from its beginning. It is
necessary to attract people of high calibre but that
may not always be possible if there is uncertainty in
their terms of employment. This provision sends out
a signal that the government may not treat the
position with the same importance with which it
was treated before, and that has raised some
concerns. We hope that the appointment of a new
chairperson will put those concerns to one side
because the provision has raised concerns that the
government may withdraw support or move away
from its previous position and thus reduce the
stature of the person. I urge the minister to respond
to clarify the scenario.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - That is a straw-man
argument. Can you explain why we have included
the option of a part-time chairperson?
Hon. B. T. PULLEN - I will come to that.
References are not flowing to the LCC and that is a
signal that perhaps it is not going to be used in the
future in the way it has been used in the past. The
minister interjected that I am putting up a
straw-man argument. I am not because there is
another aspect to the matter.
The LCC no longer has the same independence
under the Public Service Act that it had formerly.
The bill does not provide the chairman with the
power to delegate to the executive officer if the
chairman is absent for any reason. That
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responsibility has to be picked up by an officer in the
Department of Planning and Development: the
director of land use and planning. Instead of it being
a separate delegation or provision under the act, it is
now provided for under the Public Sector
Management Act. It is a delegation from an already
delegated officer, so the chairman actually receives
the delegation power from the Secretary of the
Department of Planning and Development and is
unable to delegate further.
There is a diminution of the status of the chairman,
and that is seen in schedule 1 of the Public Sector
Management Act 1992. Although the Environment
Protection Authority appears in column 3 of the
schedule and the Chairman, Environment Protection
Authority appears in column 4, no chairman of the
Land Conservation Council is listed in the schedule.
Therefore, the chairman derives his or her authority
only by delegation; that is not equivalent to a
situation where the Land Conservation Council can
appoint the chairman under its own act, and that is
the reason for the amendment. Accordingly, I move,
as an amendment:
That all the words after 'That' be omitted with the view
of inserting in place thereof 'this house declines to read
this bill a second time until appropriate action is taken
by the goverrunent to maintain the clear and perceived
independence of the Land Conservation Council by
adding it to schedule 1 of the Public Sector
Management Act 1992.'.

It is clear that although the Land Conservation
Council is not a large body in terms of its numbers,
it has played an important role. The minister said by
way of interjection that the government supports the
council's role and is not intending to diminish the
logical consequence of its role. The government
should return the council's role to its former status,
that being equivalent to the Environment Protection
Authority, which is regarded as an independent
body and is recognised in the schedule.
The Land Conservation Council should be set down
in schedule 1 of the Public Sector Management Act. I
hope this is just an omission and not a deliberate
watering down of the pOSition of the Land
Conservation Council. I ask the minister to take the
matter on board and to provide an undertaking that
the government will rectify the situation, place the
Land Conservation Council in the schedule and
make it clear to the people who are concerned about
the independence of its role that it will continue as a
fair adjudicator and a good examiner of important
public and community issues as before, and that it
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will not be relegated to being a component of a
government department where its delegation is
derived from the authority of the secretary. That is
the chief point I wish to make and that is why I
moved the amendment, and I urge honourable
members to support it.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) At the outset Mr Pullen's contribution
acknowledged the bipartisan support the Land
Conservation Council has enjoyed since its inception
and which has continued to this day. Mr Pullen
went on to record the reason for the Land
Conservation (Amendment) Bill being introduced
and pointed out that the broad-scale district review
that the council has been involved in for many years
has now been completed, and that a review of the
Land Conservation Council's (LCC's) operations
conducted by the council in the first half of 1993
identified the point. However, it did not identify it,
and the government has accepted and supported the
notion that the council has an important ongOing
role in the future to look at specific issues that are
referred to it and canvassed concerning the
undertaking of studies, with the various options
being brought forward to provide to the public a
report on which the government of the day can
arbitrate.
Because of its specific nature, Mr Pullen's
amendment is applicable to the role of the chairman
whether it is a full-time or a part-time position. This
matter was raised by Doug Humann, the Director of
Victoria National Parks Association Inc., who
brought it to the attention of my colleague the
Minister for Planning on 29 April. As a result of his
concerns I have been advised by the Minister for
Planning that the suggestion that the Land
Conservation Council should be added to schedules
1 or 2 of the Public Sector Management Act 1992 is
not the only available option.
Hon. B. T. Pullen - It needs both!
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES - In the past the LCC has
sought clarification from the Office of the Public
Service Commissioner on the prOVisions of the
Public Sector Management Act 1992 as they affect
section 4 of the Land Conservation Council Act
which gives the chainnan 'the powers, duties and
functions of a pennanent head of a government
department' and the impact on the independence of
the council.
In a letter to me the Minister for Planning said:
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In October 1993 the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner (OPSC) advised the council of possible
options to reinstate the powers, duties and functions of
the Chairman of the LCe. The option of adding the
LCC to schedule 1 of the Public Sector Management
Act 1992 was not recommended by the OPSC, as
government policy is that organisations should not be
added to this schedule. The other two options related to
the addition of the LCC to schedule 2 of the Public
Sector Management Act 1992 or the delegation of
personnel powers by the Secretary of the Department
of Planning and Development, Mr Barry Nicholls. The
latter course of action was pursued and the personnel
powers were delegated by the Secretary, Mr Nicholls,
to the chairman in February 1994.

An extension of personnel delegations by the secretary,
Mr Nicholls, to the director, land use planning would
be the most appropriate course of action, in the event
that the government appoints a part-time chairman.
This would enable the LeC to carry out aU of its
day-to-day personnel functions in the absence of a
full-time chairman.

Therefore, it is the minister's view that neither
amendment nor withdrawal and redrafting of the
bill is necessary.
The minister's letter further states that it is the
government's strong view that:
.'. the independence of the council is gained through
the integrity and acceptance of its policy
recommendations with respect to the use of public land
in Victoria and not by the level of delegation of
personnel powers.

Therefore, the government is unable to accept the
reasoned amendment moved by Mr Pullen.
However, in rejecting the amendment I reiterate that
it is the government's finn view that the LCC has an
important and ongoing role, but it will not be at the
level of intensity that it has held in the past because
the broad-scale district reviews have now been
completed and, as the council pointed out, it is likely
that in the future more specific reviews will be
referred to it. As in the past, it is the quality of work
that the council undertook and the credibility of the
recommendation that gave integrity and
independence to both the council and the process.

It is the government's view that that will continue to
be the case. The government has advertised widely
for a replacement for Mr Scott, who, as Mr Pullen
said, made an outstanding contribution in his role as
chainnan of the council. The government is keen to
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select the best person for the position: a person who
has standing and will give credibility to the process,
which the government is keen to see maintained.
House divided on omission (members in favour
vote no):

Ayes, 29
Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
A tkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Connard, Mr
Cox, Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis, Mr
de Fegely, Mr
Evans, Mr

Forwood,Mr
Guest, Mr
Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Knowles, Mr
Skeggs, Mr (Teller)
Smith, Mr (Teller)
Stoney, Mr
Storey, Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
Wells, Or
Wilding, Mrs

Noes, 14
Mier,Mr
Nardella, Mr
Power, Mr (Teller)
Pullen, Mr (Teller)
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr
White,Mr

Davidson, Mr
Gould, Miss
Henshaw,Mr
Hogg, Mrs
Ives, Mr
Kokocinski, Ms
McLean, Mrs

Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

SUBDIVISION (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 17 May: motion of
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing).
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - The
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill has been
introduced into the house as a result of suggestions
made by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, local
government and people who have experienced
diffiCulty with the operation of some aspects of the
act. In a sense they are technical improvements that
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have arisen from further practical experience with
the Subdivision Act, which was passed by
Parliament in 1988. Most people associated with the
act believe it is a major reform that has streamlined
and improved the operation of the subdivision
process. The amending measures have been
introduced to carry that improvement one step
further.
I shall comment on only two provisions. The first,
clause 3, provides for greater flexibility in the
handling of the 5 per cent contribution of land to
public open space. Based on experience, that
provision allows more flexibility in the contribution
made through a mixture of land and cash. It also
picks up an ambiguity in the way the current act is
worded.
This matter was raised by the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal. The view was that the present
wording was unclear as to whether it meant 5 per
cent of the value of the land or the value of the land.
The bill makes it clear that the intention is 5 per cent
of the value of the land. In reality, that is normally
negotiated between a subdivider and a council.
Through its power to remove easements the
legislation will become more flexible because it will
allow amenity to be taken into account in the
adjustment of easements. In the past it had to be
shown that an engineering or other reason was
necessary for a change. The bill reduces that
restriction. It is seen to make things easier, provided
that the power is used with discretion. Some areas
may have potential for urban consolidation, and the
power should not be used to preclude easements
that exist for the eventual benefit of Melbourne and
other areas. Were the easements to be removed for
amenity purposes without taking into account the
needs of the future, that could lead to lost
opportunities and restrictions. Subject to the
reservation that it be used with discretion, on my
reading of the bill the increased flexibility will be
beneficial to allow an owner to enjoy the amenity of
a piece of land which he or she may have thought
was needed for an easement.
They are the two main aspects of the bill upon which
I wish to comment. The legislation results from
constructive criticisms and comments of people
involved in the operation of the subdivision
legislation since 1988. The bill is largely technical,
and the opposition supports the changes.
Motion agreed to.
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Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) By leave, I move:
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Corporation of Victoria Act and those of the
Victorian Debt Retirement Fund Act. I understand
that those arrangements will apply only for this year
because from 1994-95 the reporting arrangements of
the corporation will be dealt with under the
Financial Management Act. Those arrangements are
of an interim nature.

That this bill be now read a third time.

In SO doing, I thank Mr Pullen for his support of the
measure. He has correctly identified the reasons
why the bill was introduced.

Motion agreed to.

When in government the Labor Party opposition
supported the establishment of a central borrowing
role for TCV; it certainly supported its introduction
by this government. The former government
introduced appropriate legislation but it was
opposed by the Premier and Treasurer when in
opposition.

Read third time.
Passed remaining stages.

TREASURY CORPORATION OF
VICTORIA (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 19 May; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - The
opposition does not oppose this legislation, which
contains a number of elements associated with
Treasury Corporation of Victoria. The legislation
provides me with an opportunity of commenting on
the role of TCV and its handling of debt and issues
surrounding it in Victoria.
In its present form the bill has three essential
components. It enables the Home Opporhmity
Loans Scheme Trust to provide funds for home
loans through funding arranged by the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria. At present that cannot be
done because of the current definition in the
Treasury Corporation of Victoria Act.

The second aspect of the bill is that it confirms the
authority and enforceability of arrangements made
between the Capital Works Authority and the
Victorian Public Authorities Finance Agency, also
known as VicFin, which the Treasury Corporation of
Victoria has now replaced and whose
responsibilities and obligations the corporation has
assumed. The bill simply confinns the authority of
the corporation in relation to VicFin.
The third aspect is that the bill separates the
requirements of the corporation under the Treasury

The difference in approach between the conservative
parties and the Labor Party is interesting. The Labor
Party did not seek to gain short-tenn political gain
by changing position on these matters in the time
between being removed from government and now.
The opposition supports the notion of the
centralisation of debt management under the control
of the Treasury Corporation of Victoria. The Labor
Party adopted that line when in government and
will continue to lend that support now.
There are a number of reasons for adopting tha t
approach. A centralised debt management structure
improves liability management. Centralised debt
management improves the diversification of risk
and allows an appropriate mix of fixed-rate,
variable-rate and onshore and offshore loans to be
maintained in the portfolios. It improves the
marketability of the securities and, generally
speaking, provides investors with more secure
liquid investment opportunities than would
otherwise be the case.
The centralisation of debt management has a
number of advantages for Victoria and, for that
reason, the opposition strongly supports it. It is
partly as a result of the centralisation of debt that
Victoria's debt financing costs have been reduced.
The present government must bear the
responsibility for not allowing the previous
government to have begun debt centralisation
earlier.
The opposition supported and continues to support
management of debt from state-owned enterprises
by the Treasury Corporation of Victoria. That is a
Significant issue. I recall trying to negotiate with
state-owned enterprises about their debts. They
were reluctant to have the Treasury Corporation of
Victoria or any other government organisation

TREASURY CORPORATION OF VICTORIA (AMENDMENT) BILL
786

COUNCIL

manage their debt; they considered that they had
built up expertise in that area. It is true to say that
the former State Electricity Commission of Victoria
had considerably more expertise in the management
of debt than VicFin. That was not true of all
government business enterprises and I doubt that
the Gas and Fuel Corporation had the same level of
expertise as that achieved by the former State
Electricity Commission of Victoria.
The various statutory authorities were inconsistent
in their approaches to debt management. The
opposition supports the notion that the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria ought to be managing the
debt of those authorities and perhaps charging a
small management fee. The authority will benefit
from the centralised management of a much larger
pool of money than would otherwise be the case.
Even with central debt management, organisations
are still subject to the vagaries of the market and
rising interest rates. Situations change, and that can
make budgetary management very difficult. It is
arguable that one of the reasons the previous Labor
government had difficulty trying to balance the
budget was the huge increase in interest rates that
led to a blow-out in debt-financing costs. Interest
rates rose from less than 10 per cent, probably
around 8 per cent, to - at the extreme - more than
20 per cent. Obviously the movement in interest
rates affects the state's debt-finanCing costs, and that
was the case during the time of the former Labor
government. I should point out for the record that
the previous state government cannot be held
responsible for the blow-out in interest rates. It was
an international and national phenomenon.
The reduction in international interest rates has been
of great assistance, especially to developing
countries. Victorian authorities would be aware that
interest rate increases have a sizeable impact on the
state's current account deficit or surplus as the case
may be. A 1 per cent increase in interest rates has the
capacity to cost the state a further $200-0dd million.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Per year.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes. Therefore,
when one thinks about balancing budgets and
creating appropriate surpluses, one ought to
remember that such calculations take place within
the parameters of such things as projected interest
rates. In the recent budget papers the Treasurer
predicted that interest rates would remain stable. If
interest rates increase, Victoria could face a
Significant deterioration in the budgetary outcome.
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At the end of the day Victoria cannot blame others.
The state must manage its own debt; it must make
contingency plans for such things as interest rate
increases. That is a good thing. It was interesting to
read a recent comment made by the Premier after
the federal government's budget. The Herald Sun of
10 May reports the Premier as having said:
The Victorian government's interest rate on ID-year
money has blown out from 6.75 per cent to 9.45 per
cent in the past three months, and this massive increase
is in part due to Canberra's refusal to rapidly eliminate
its budget deficit.

It is important to put on the record that that

statement from the Premier is absolute nonsense;
obviously he does not understand the issues. Rising
interest rates of that magnitude have absolutely
nothing to do with the federal government budget
deficit - they have a Significant amount to do with
recent increases in international interest rates. Most
of the increases flowed to Australia from recent
movements in the United States interest rates. The
Premier is wrong about that.
I should be interested to know whether the
significant increase in the lO-year bond rate to which
the Premier referred has been taken into account in
the Treasurer's recent economic statement or
whether Victorians are likely to see those
debt-servicing cost projections become out-dated.
Given that the Premier made that statement on
10 May, it would be interesting to know whether at
that point the Treasury had adjusted its figures to
take account of the Premier's claimed increase of
apprOximately 3 per cent in ID-year bond rates. The
impact of such an increase on the long-term rates
depends on the debt profile of the state; therefore
considerable analysis would be needed to determine
the exact impact on the state budget.
The first purpose of the bill relates to the ability of
the Home Opportunity Loans Scheme Trust to
provide funds for low-start home loans through the
Treasury Corporation of Victoria. At present it
cannot undertake that because within the definition
of the act it is not a public authority. The scheme has
had a chequered history but it has assisted many
Victorians, particularly low-income families, who
otherwise would have been unable to buy their own
homes. The opposition recognises that there have
been difficulties with the system, but nobody would
say that it has not helped a significant number of
Victorians to buy their own homes.
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The scheme was designed for low-income earners,
bu t it begs the question of whether low-income
families are able to buy their own homes in the
current environment. For low-income earners the
increases in taxation imposed by the government
have put a house a little bit further out of reach.
People who have purchased houses under the
scheme face additional charges as a consequence of
the government's actions. The opposition calculates
that to date the extra taxes imposed on every
household amount to about $1500. It is a significant
sum of money, particularly for people struggling on
low incomes who want to buy their own homes,
whether it is through the home opportunity loan
scheme or some other funding source. I direct the
attention of the house to taxes such as the $100 home
tax, which is regarded as highly inequitable and an
example of a case where everybody is supposed to
pay the same. Some ignorant people, including
members of the government, say it is equitable
because everybody pays $100. Such ignorance is
breathtaking. Of course the tax is not equitable
because its impact on somebody who is struggling
in a fonner Housing Commission home is different
from the impact it has on the owner of a mansion in
Toorak.
The government has increased electricity, water and
gas charges by 10 per cent. The electricity tariff has
gone up from $16 to $33, making it more expensive
for low-income earners than high-income earners. In
effect, low use of electricity is more expensive than
heavy use. On equity and environmental grounds
the opposition opposes the change and flags its
intention to change the situation upon election.
Motor registration fees have increased, as have
child-care and kindergarten fees. Kindergartens
have had to increase fees by 50 per cent or even
100 per cent.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Even 400 per cent!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not have an
example of a 400 per cent increase, but I know
kindergartens have had to increase their fees
significantly. When he returned from a visit to the
United States of America the former federal Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, Or Michael Wooldridge,
who was seen in opposition ranks as a bit of a wet,
said that every child in Australia should have access
to affordable preschool education. Obviously he was
not referring to the Victorian government's
activities. He received no support from the Premier
during the recent leadership manoeuvring within
the Uberal Party. The Premier is not interested in
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policies such as every child having access to
low-cost, affordable preschool education.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Or quality preschool
education!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is evident
from the action of this government. While the
opposition does not object to the scheme or the
changes in the legislation we submit that the
purpose for which the scheme was established - to
assist low-income earners - nms counter to the
government's decision to increase taxation for the
very same people because it is now more difficult to
realise the Australian dream of buying a home. The
bill confirms the authority and enforceability of the
arrangement made by the Capital Works AuthOrity
and the Victorian Public Authorities Finance Agency
(VicFin), which the Treasury Corporation replaces.
It has assumed its responsibilities and obligations.
The opposition has no diffiCulty with the second
part of the legislation. I am not sure that it is
necessary, but it was included as a technical
amendment to be on the safe side rather than to add
anything substantial to the legislation.
The third part of the bill separates the reporting
requirements of the corporation under the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria Act from those under the
Victorian Debt Retirement Fund Act. Those
reporting requirements will apply for this year only
because from 1994-95 onwards they will be dealt
with under the Financial Management Act. Again
the opposition has no real problem with those
provisions, but I voice its concern about the current
reporting requirements of TCV. The single most
important aspect of that concern relates to the
corporation being exempt from the Freedom of
Information Act.
Before addressing that specific matter I point O'.lt
that is not the only aspect of the corporation's
reporting that concerns the opposition. The
opposition has said that the formation of the
corporation by the government has severely reduced
the accountability of state-owned enterprises
because it is not subject to the Ombudsman or a
range of accounting requirements, including
real-rate-of-return accounting requirements, to
which it was previously subject. The corporation is
not even operating on the basis of full accrual
accounting.
The reporting requirements of the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria are inadequate because

TREASURY CORPORATION OF VICTORIA (AMENDMENT) BILL
788

COUNCIL

information is not being provided to Parliament and
the public through freedom of information. TIlls
aspect was brought starkly into view recently when
the Premier and the Treasurer pranced overseas on
an overseas jaunt.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - A jaunt! Did you look at
the itinerary? That shows how much you
understand the process.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am happy for
the minister to defend the trip. But the best way for
him to do that is to intervene personally and secure
from the Treasury Corporation of Victoria
information about the cost of the trip, the financing
of the trip and the justification for it so that we all
know what took place. The opposition has no
objection to Premiers, Treasurers or ministers going
overseas if they are acting in the interests of the state.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Then why did you
describe it as a jaunt?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - They must
justify that expenditure in the interests of the state.
Unless a justification in financial terms - Hon. Louise Asher - What about Brumby's
trips?
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Hon. Louise Asher - Which Brumby tried to
hide.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Regardless of
whether a minister tries to stop that access, FOI
allows people to appeal to an independent court to
make a judgment, whereas under this legislation the
TCV is not subject to FOI requirements. So,
Ms Asher, no-one can find out under freedom of
information how much the Premier spent on his
overseas trip. Ms Asher may be concerned that the
Premier and the Treasurer had their own cocktail
party in New York on which they spent $3500, I do
not know. You do not know. We will never know.
No-one is capable of finding out that information.
That is the point I am making.
It is the height of hypocrisy for government

members to say, 'Well, we have freedom of
information for federal overseas trips', and attempt
to use that as some sort of argument when all the
opposition wants is exactly the same right. The
opposition wants to be able to find out that
information. If I knew that information I would be
happy to withdraw my remarks about the trip being
a jaunt because I would be able to satisfy myself that
there was no $3500 cocktail party for Jeffrey and his
mates.
Hon. D. A. Nardella -Ron was there too!

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - A justification
should be made available to the people of Victoria.
The people have a right to consider such trips as
jaunts because in the past information about the
expenditure of ministers on overseas trips has been
available. Under the mechanism where overseas
trips are paid for by the Treasury Corporation of
Victoria no-one is told the total cost of the trips or
the individual items of expenditure, including how
much was spent on credit cards, taxis and hotel
accommodation. People have a right to know that.
Hon. Louise Asher - Like in the federal case?
Like Brumby's $3000 dinner party?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am glad
Ms Asher brought up the federal case. She can
interject and make those comments because she has
access to that information.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Jeffrey, Ron and
Alan, a great team! I would be happy to find that it
was not a jaunt, but under the present situation we
do not know.
It is absolutely inappropriate for a corporation

which deals with the state debt not to be subject to
freedom of information provisions. The Minister for
Regional Development in his heart of hearts knows
that it is inappropriate for that to occur. I am sure
that if he were on the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee - the Economic and Budget Review
Committee, as it was formerly known - he would
be crying foul and saying how outrageous it is for
the entity that is dealing with all the state's debt not
to be subject to freedom of information prOVisions.
He would be yelling it from the treetops. In his heart
of hearts he knows that, so let us have an end to the
hypocriSY·

Hon. Louise Asher - Under FO!.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am glad that
she said that - -

The opposition is extremely concerned about the
matter. It is also concerned about the debt, economic
and financial management of the state. The present
administration is responsible for rising debt. The
opposition estimates that the voluntary departure
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package (VDP) program alone added more than
$3000 million to state debt. We have already
discussed how inappropriate that expensive
program was. On any reasonable cost-benefit
analysis, the payback period is inappropriate. Recent
Department of Finance figures show that a
significant number of people over the age of 55 took
sizeable packages. The government's departure
package program was stupid not only because many
of those people would have retired anyway and the
government need not have made that capital
investment, but also because in many cases the
program accelerated the outflow of capital from the
state as people took their VDPs interstate with them.
With fewer people left in the state, the debt burden
is spread over fewer Victorians than would
otherwise be the case. Victoria's per capita debt is
increasing.
Hon. Bill Forwood - That is a fudge!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Government
members may want to use alternative figures on the
debt-to-gross-domestic-product ratios, and I am
quite happy to compare the figures with those of
other states. However, for Victoria the central issue
is not just the debt-to-GDP-ratio decline; we have to
reduce debt in real terms in Victoria. It is not just a
matter of saying the GDP has increased by whatever
the Treasurer thinks it will increase by. One should
remember that estimates can be wrong and that only
a marginal change can create substantial
movements. In real terms the Treasurer is projecting
an increase in debt over the next three or four years.
He hopes the GDP will rise to the extent that he can
produce graphs that show that the GDP-debt ratio
has declined. He is not fooling anyone because the
fact is that - Hon. R. M. Hallam - We must have fooled the
Australian Financial Review!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - People
understand that if debt is $7000 a head today and
$8000 a head in two years time, that represents an
increase. You can juggle around with debt-to-GDP
ratios for as long as you like but people understand
that hmdamental fact. The opposition is only too
happy to inform people of that fact; the public needs
to understand the government's con job.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - That is hardly consistent
with the economic miracle that appeared in the
Australian Financial Review!
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - We are
concerned at the way debt management has
occurred.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - So all the financial writers
are wrong?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Perhaps the
economic illiterates opposite have a problem with
that concept. However, the Treasurer does not have
a problem with the statement that debt is increasing.
He recognises that fact, and has a justification for it,
unlike other government members who do not seem
to understand. The Treasurer's justification is that
the debt increased because the government sacked
people to get them off the books. I understand that is
an investment and, although it certainly reduces
recurrent costs in the future, the capital investment
also adds to debt. The government has not
established any benefits for the voluntary
department package program on financial grounds,
particularly in terms of its magnitude and
particularly considering that, unlike the first-round
VDP payments which had an average cost of
$25000-Hon. R. M. Hallam - They redeployed the
people who took the packages under your scheme.
You deployed the same people; that is how well you
travelled!
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I know
government members do not like hearing this. They
can sit over there and say, 'It's all your fault; what
would you know?'. But we will keep saying that
unemployment has increased, debt has increased
and people are leaving the state. The government
has to find a way of countering those arguments
because people understand the facts. You can talk
about debt-to-GDP ratios as much as you like but
people are feeling the pinch, particularly with extra
taxes and the cutbacks to services.
The government knows that unemployment is
worse in Victoria than anywhere else in the country.
It knows that Victorians are leaving the state in
droves. The Minister for Regional Development,
who cannot come up with a single initiative to create
jobs, harps on the theme of, 'The former government
did it all wrong'. The opposition would like to see
this government do a few things right!
A reasonable industry policy might deliver real
benefits to Victorians. I am happy to welcome the
improvements in export growth that have occurred
in recent times, but as I have said on earlier
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occasions, those increases in export growth have
been largely the result of the direct interventionist
policies of the former government, the federal
government and local government in partnership in
a variety of areas - Kodak (Australasia) Pty Ltd, the
pharmaceutical industry and the car industry are all
the subject of industry plans devised by the previous
government in cooperation with the federal
government. In the long run those plans will lead to
a reduction in debt in Victoria. Our
export-orientated industries are the strengths on
which the Victorian economy will be built. The
government's industry policy amounts to the
Premier trying to buy an airline with $5 million so
that it will bring flights directly to Melbourne.
The PRESIDENT -Order! I ask the honourable
member to press on with the bill.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Without
proposals that produce real growth, Victoria's debt
will not be reduced in real terms. I should put that
another way: it is possible that the debt that will be
handled by the Treasury Corporation of Victoria will
be reduced in the future, but that reduction will
have nothing to do with financial management,
growth or higher employment levels. It will have to
do with the present government having a significant
program of privatisation that will reduce the level of
debt currently being managed by the corporation.
The opposition accepts that one of the government's
aims is to shift debt from the public sector to the
private sector by massive privatisation programs, in
particular the privatisation of the former State
Electricity Commission of Victoria. We accept that
that is what the government is doing, but we do not
agree with it. In macro-economic terms it will
simply mean that private debt in Victoria will rise
and - this is the important part - the level of
overseas ownership of the SEC and state-owned
enterprises - Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - On a point of order, Mr President,
I have heard the honourable member speak at great
length on this issue. I remind you, Mr President, that
the bill goes to the Victorian Debt Retirement Fund
Act 1990. It has two specific purposes: firstly, to
clarify that liabilities of the state in respect of
financial accommodation provided to it or assumed
by it, whether or not incurred through the Capital
Works Authority, are included in the definition of
state debt - that is a specific issue - and secondly,
to amend the financial reporting provisions in the
Victorian Debt Retirement Fund Act 1990 to clarify
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the obligations of the Treasury Corporation of
Victoria. None of that has anything to do with the
meanderings of the honourable member for the past
half-hour.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - On the
point of order, Mr President, I will make two pOints.
Firstly, it is a tradition of this place that the lead
opposition speaker be allowed licence. You,
Mr PreSident, have made that point on many
occasions. Secondly, the bill deals with the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria, which is the principal debt
management agency of Victoria. It is appropriate in
that context to discuss the way debt has been
managed in Victoria by the present government
through the initiatives of the Treasury Corporation
of Victoria.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I uphold the point of
order. I have allowed the honourable member to
speak widely during the course of the debate. The
OppOSition Whip will tell the honourable member
that I gave him plenty of latitude because he was the
only speaker on the bill at that stage and no-one was
objecting to his comments. I left it up to members of
the house. The bill makes passing reference - Hon. T. C. Theophanous -Can you tell me
specifically where I meandered?
The PRESIDENT - Order! In my recent ruling I
said that I look in the first instance to the purpose of
the bill, which in this case is to make certain
amendments. The lead speaker is given some
latitude by my looking to the second-reading
speech, but the reference to debt is very limited.
believe the honourable member has been given
adequate opportunity to canvass those issues. I
invite him to refer to the bill or to conclude his
remarks.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The purpose of
the bill relates to the restructuring of the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria, which is the principal body
that deals with the vast bulk of Victoria's debt.
The PRESIDENT -Order! I hope
Mr Theophanous is not disputing my ruling.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - No, I am not.
The PRESIDENT -Order! Nor will he canvass
what he has already canvassed at great length.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The opposition
does not oppose the range of issues dealt with by

ARTS INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT) BILL
COUNCIL

Tuesday. 24 May 1994

specific measures in the bill. The opposition is happy
to support those specific clauses, but it is concerned
at the Treasury Corporation of Victoria remaining
outside the ambit of the freedom of information
legislation and the consequences of that because it is
concerned about state debt management, the level of
debt and debt increases under the government's
policies.
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In brief, the bill is an updating bill; it makes changes
to arts institutions to bring them into line with the
real world. The real world of the arts is
encompassed and underpinned by so much new
technology that there is a great deal to reassess; in
fact, it is necessary to reassess constantly many
aspects that now have to do with arts media
technology. The opposition acknowledges that and
welcomes the bill.

The PRESIDENT - Order! I am of the opinion
tha t the second reading of this bill requires to be

passed by an absolute majority. To ascertain
whether a majority exists, I ask the Clerk to ring the
bells.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in chamber:
The PRESIDENT -Order! The question is that
this bill be now read a second time. I am of the
opinion that the second and third readings of this
bill require to be passed by an absolute majority. In
order to ascertain whether an absolute majority
exists, I ask those members in favour of the question
to stand in their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.

Third reading
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.
Passed remaining stages.

ARTS INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 19 May; motion of
Hon. HADDON STOREY <Minister for the Arts).
Hon. C. J. HOGG (Melbourne North) - The
opposition supports the bill, which seeks to make
amendments in three key areas: the State Film
Centre of Victoria Council Act, the Public Records
Act and across arts institutions generally, where it
seeks to standardise a number of common issues.

I grew up in Adelaide - as did at least one
honourable member opposite, and it was a good
place to grow up - and was able to watch the
burgeoning of the Adelaide festival under the
chairmanship of Professor Bishop. As a student I
knew and understood that the scale, proximity and,
I suppose, the harmonies of that city would make it
a wonderful place for a festival. It had a
compactness about it that created the ideal climate
for a festival city.
When I first came to live in Melbourne it took me a
while to recognise that one of Melbourne's great
strengths was the arts. It took me a while to realise
that in Melbourne, as in provincial cities and rural
Victoria, the arts are an enormous force.
The opposition agrees with the juxtaposition of the
arts and tourism in the machinery of government
and government administration. The opposition
believes there are enormous bonuses for the arts and
for the state as a whole in making the most of our
strength in the arts. Not only is cultural tourism
appropriate for the provincial cities and beyond, but
there is probably also a good argument for taking it
to the limit and packaging Melbourne as a potential
cultural tourism destination.
The opposition believes that the Victorian Arts
Centre is the hub of arts activity for the state; it is a
source of great activity and excellence. I find every
visit to the arts centre most eXciting. The Southgate
complex, with the concert hall, theatres, display
space, exhibition space and gallery is an absolutely
wonderful place. It seems to me it is better used each
year, and each year the uses for it are more eXciting.
However, although I describe that area as the hub, I
acknowledge that the other great theatres in the city,
suburbs and provincial cities have an enormous role
to play as they underpin the arts infrastructure. One
has only to stand on the steps of Parliament House
and look at the Princess Theatre or the Athenaeum,
which is now closely linked with the Melbourne
International Comedy Festival, or the other great
theatres of the city to realise what a marvellous arts
infrastructure Melbourne has.
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I mentioned the great theatres of Melbourne.
However, I think all honourable members would
agree great work is also being done in small theatres.
For example, a marvellous theatre company called
the Institute of Research on the Art of the Actor
(IRAA) operates regrettably just outside my
electorate. The company produces some of the most
exciting work in Australia from a church hall in
Lowther Street, Alphington. Leonard Radic, the Age
drama critic, had this to say about an IRAA
production that he saw at the Festival of Vienna the production was first workshopped and
produced in Alphington:
Renato Cuocolo's production of The Trojan Women for
the his lRAA company had its premiere last year in
Melbourne, in the small church hall at Fairfield where
the group is based. A visiting Austrian theatre director
happened to see the production and recommended it to
the Vienna Festival management. An invitation duly
followed.
The work is the second in series of works by lRAA
using stripped-down classical Greek texts. In Cuocolo's
hands, it is not so much the Euripides play as a
meditation upon its themes: war, pillage and
destruction. The theatre becomes a room of memories,
littered with the symbolic remnants of Troy's
destruction.

Leonard Radic goes on to talk about that play within
the context of an international human rights
conference that had been held in Vienna in the
preceding week and to make comparisons between
the play, The Trojan Women, and the tragedy of the
women of Bosnia, which was being acted out only a
few miles from the Vienna Festival.
I draw the attention of the minister to the work that
is being done by lRAA because I believe it is some of
the most interesting work being done in Australia. It
has a booking again for the next festival in Vienna as
well as for the Adelaide Arts Festival. I have some
material on that to show the minister later.
The work that goes on in church halls and small
theatres can be as exciting as the work that goes on
in the hub, which is the arts centre and Southgate,
and as exciting as that done in the great commercial
theatres in the city.
I should misquote Or Johnson and say how I feel
about Melbourne and the arts: I really think that for
a woman to be tired of Melbourne she would have
to be tired of life. There is so much now of cultural
and artistic life in Melbourne that it is a strength we
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should celebrate the whole time. I cannot imagine
being bored for a single day in Melbourne.
I am talking about theatre and film alone. If I begin
to add music and the way pubs are being used as a
trial or rehearsal ground for popular music and
bands, I realise how one has to retreat for a rest
every now and then.
With one exception, the opposition supports the
provisions of the bill, which seek to streamline the
arts institutions and where necessary bring them
into line with current practice or desirable practice
in the foreseeable future. We know that people come
to Melbourne for the International Festival of the
Arts. Many people come for Writers' Week alone.
Last year's Writers' Week festival was wonderful. A
dazzling and creative group of speakers were for
most of the festival housed at the Malthouse
Theatre, which is the best place in Australia for a
writers' festival. It is miles better than the tent at the
Adelaide festival. Rarely did the writers have to go
anywhere else. Several public lectures took place at
the Melbourne Town Hall, but for most of the
activities the Malthouse Theatre was sufficient - it
became the most appropriate venue imaginable!
Another element of our cultural infrastructure that
should continually be talked up - I know it is of
great interest to you, Mr Deputy President - is
country Victoria. Ballarat and Bendigo have great
publiC buildings, and the festival at Castlemaine
should also be mentioned. I regret that I have never
been to that festival, but almost everybody I know
goes regularly and they say it is a jewel. In one
capacity or another I have been fortunate enough to
visit most of the regional galleries. I believe every
venue I have mentioned, and many more, helps local
development in the arts, and each is of great general
use for touring companies and exhibitions. A good
collection at a gallery like the Benalla gallery is a
focal point and a spur for the local arts community.
It is good for local schools and for arts educators,
and a wonderful place for visiting exhibitions. There
is always room for receptions and other arts events.
One can never say too much about the facilities in
provincial and rural Victoria. Some of them are very
old, they relate back to the goldrush days, but others
were built during the time of Sir Henry Bolte or
Sir Rupert Hamer. From time to time people say that
such buildings are white elephants, but nothing
could be further from the truth: they have enormous
impact in their own communities from an
educational and cultural standpOint. That sort of
infrastructure takes advantage of programs that can
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be designed and created for cultural tourism, be it
from interstate or overseas, and of such things as the
possible massive spin-off from the 2000 Olympic
Games.
Every member of this place would hope that
Victoria and Melbourne will get a spin-off from the
Olympics. If there is to be a spin-off, surely it will be
a cultural one. Whether it will be a massive cultural
spin-off, no-one knows. I imagine plans are still in
the embryonic stage, because these things take some
time to develop. There will be strong bipartisan
support for a cultural Olympics or for some way in
which the exciting events in Sydney can have a
spin-off in Melbourne. Melbourne's great strength is
its culture. There is great artistic talent in this state.
Without wishing to pre-empt an argument we may
have to have later this sessional period, I emphasise
that colleges and universities are eminently rich as
training grounds or rehearsal areas for young talent,
be they writers, actors, directors or musicians. In
addition to the universities and colleges there are the
cafes, particularly around Brunswick Street and
perhaps Prahran and St Kilda. The facilities to the
north of the Yarra River, with which I am familiar,
are a wonderful training ground for young artists,
especially stand-up comedians. Many young
comedians have had their first break at the
Last Laugh or at one of the cafes in Brunswick Street,
and they go on to become the backbone of the
Comedy Festival. We see more of them during the
Fringe Festival, which is becoming an important
part of the international festival. More and more of
our pubs are becoming a training ground for young
musicians.
While that may be a general overview, the bill is
related to the arts institutions, which the opposition
respects and about which it is enthusiastic. The bill
is about a link with the State Film Centre of Victoria
with the needs of the film industry. It recognises that
the film industry operates in a changing and
technologically advanced environment and seeks to
provide for it. I accept the minister's reference to the
redefinition of film itself as a moving image and
recognise, so far as the layperson can, the extremely
rapid and complex technological changes in the way
we store, collect and transmit information. In the
near future we will see a blurring of the traditional
boundaries between media and information,
entertainment, education and communication.
My colleagues may say that that blurring already
exists. It offers enormous possibilities but also
significant challenges, and it is difficult for most of

793

us to understand the potential of this technolOgical
change and to see the pitfalls. It is, however,
important that the State Film Centre of Victoria be
pOSitioned to take part in changing partnerships and
changing times.
Clause 56 recognises the types of services that the
film centre must offer in the 1990s. Recently the
centre has been working with Telecom Australia in
the areas of electronic and digital image sharing. The
film centre's library is recognised as being vast.
Access to those records is contemplated in clause
57(1), which should provide the centre with the
flexibility it needs.
Clause 57(2) also contains stringent financial
controls in relation to the State Film Centre entering
corporate arrangements and it provides for the usual
application of corporations law to any such
operations.
Obviously opposition members are anxious to see
the work of the State Film Centre and Film Victoria
enhanced; we are anxious to do what we can to
boost our local film industry. We are extremely
anxious not to lose parts of our local film industry to
New South Wales and the Gold Coast. When I see
extremely good documentaries on television or good
short films I am constantly amazed at the
involvement of Film Victoria in many of them. As a
matter of course members of Parliament do not get
to know about these ventures, but it is so pleasing
and gratifying to see that Film Victoria has entered
partnerships or supported or funded arrangements
for some of the best original work that has been
made for cinema and television in this decade.
There is only one part of this legislation about which
I have some doubts. I have been alerted to the
de-accessioning provisions by Ann Galbally, the
Associate Professor of the Department of Fine Arts
at the University of Melbourne. I shall read what she
has written so that the minister can understand her
concerns. When I received the material from her, it
seemed to me that she had a strong point.
The PRESIDENT -Order! Does it relate to that
particular clause in the bill?
Hon. C. J. HOGG - Yes, it certainly does. I will
explain it in just a moment. She quotes in her
material:
The provision under the Arts Institutions
(Amendment) Bill, section 10 'Dispersal of Works of
Art' proposes to do away with the existing
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check-and-balance of the 10 year waiting period
between the decision to de-accession a work of art and
the implementation of that decision. (see existing
National Gallery of Victoria Act 1966, Division 2,
Section 14(2).
I and my colleagues strongly object to the throwing
away of this important check and balance in relation to

the state's artistic heritage. Paintings and sculptures
bought, bequeathed or gifted at various times over the
150 years of the National Gallery of Victoria's existence
themselves reveal the state's history. They are witness
to the art preferred at different times and for different
reasons.
To be able to buy and sell this heritage at the whim of
any particular director and set of trustees - which is
what this provision will permit - is highly dangerous.
Not only can it mean the loss of whole sections of the
collection which may fall out of favour, as happened in
the 19405, (see accompanying material) but it brings the
public institution into disrepute as some sort of buying
and selling agency and acts as a strong deterrent to any
potential donor.
We can see no good reason for tampering with the
existing act and its reasonable provisions in the
interests of the state's heritage.

1bat is signed by Ann Galbally, and is an objection
which should be taken seriously.1bat view is from
somebody in a position to make an informed
objection.
In that letter Ann Galbally mentioned some enclosed

material. I will refer to several points from the
enclosed material, which is an article called,
'Sculpture and casts', by Ann Galbally. It deals with
sculpture, cast sculpture, freezes and ornaments that
were acquired by the National Gallery of Victoria
and diSposed of. I will quote from three places in
that article. The article begins:
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the same time it had a perceived civic role in the
19th-century city and finally, through the refinements
of mechanical pointing and reducing, the 19th-century
home could enjoy reproductive examples of great
sculptural masterpieces as part of the domestic decor.

She goes on to say:
Changing taste, however, led to the fall from favour of
the classical statuary in the early 20th century. Large
portions of Barry's proud collection were dispersed to
the Working Man's College (RMIT) and the Exhibition
Buildings. Most of what remained was sold by order of
the Trustees of the National Gallery of Victoria at three
infamous pubhc auctions in the early 194Os.

The article continues:
A similar fate befell the 19th-century sculpture when
Directors J.S. Macdonald (1936-1941) and Sir Daryl
Lindsay (1942-1956) procured orders in council to sell
off 'surplus' works from the collection. The first auction
on 7 October 1941 disposed of 25 pictures, plaster casts
and frames. Among the 'surplus' was one of the earliest
paintings to come into the collection (1864), Charles
Baxter's Rosebud of England along with other Victorian
paintings and copies, 14 full figure plaster casts, 3 small
anatomical figures and 20 heads.

Ann Galbally then speaks about another sale that
was made under Director Lindsay. To conclude her
article she says:
The third auction, on 17 November 1943, disposed of
750 works from the decorative arts collection. Between
them, Directors Macdonald and Lindsay and their
trustees managed to denude the National Gallery of
Victoria of a proportion of its Victorian paintings, a
large section of its contemporary and reproductive
decorative arts collection and virtually the entire
sculpture collection, leaving only a token
representation of the art form that had meant so much
to the gallery's founding generations.

The National Gallery of Victoria in 1992 contains
scarcely a handful of examples of 19th-century
sculpture. Yet a visitor to its galleries in the 186Os, 1870s
or 1880s would have been able to enjoy examples of
work by some of the best-known names in the
19th-century sculpture as well as plaster casts of
well-known Greek and Roman statutes, and marble
and plaster busts of famous men in history and
contemporary colonial dignitaries.

As I have said, they are the real concerns of someone
in a position to be able to make those judgements.
Although I would certainly hesitate to talk about the
whim of a director or a set of trustees, I ask the
minister to explain how he sees the development of
the extremely strict guidelines to ensure that the
composition of the state collection is not harmed in
any way, to quote from the second-reading speech.

Sculpture was highly regarded in the 19th century
because it had been viewed that way by the ancients
and therefore had the stamp of classical authority. At

I understand that there may be times when staff of a
gallery at risk of becoming over-crowded feel that
they must do something about the collection and
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that some pieces are second rate and are able to be
de-accessioned and sold, but anyone would worry if
he or she felt that the spirit of a collection that had
taken so long to amass would in any way be
destroyed.
Professor Galbally makes an interesting case about
what happened in the 194Os. Admittedly they were
war years and at that time quite strange things
happened. Perhaps people wondered if there would
be a 1944 or a 1945 in which to make acquisitions,
but it is a point worth pondering and responding to.
I ask the minister to respond at the end of the
second-reading debate or some other time to explain
the sorts of guidelines he sees the gallery developing
to govern de-accessioning. I would like him to
address that question so that Professor Galbally's
concerns can be allayed. There may be an
opportunity for Professor Galbally and her
colleagues from the fine arts to assist in the
development of guidelines which may help allay the
anxiety of all concerned.
The opposition will not oppose the clause nor insist
that the bill be committed. Mr President, I appreciate
that we are spending some time debating the bill.
But this is the only part of the bill with which we
have some disagreement and about which we have
reservations. However, the issue should be
discussed. I ask the minister to respond to the
matters I have raised.
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institution and the arts in the ways it seeks to. As I
have said, the opposition is very enthusiastic about
the arts. We believe much of Melbourne's strength,
beauty and future lies in the arts - in the
infrastructure and in arts activities in general. The
economic spin-offs are immense and can often
persuade our more recalcitrant colleagues to vote in
favour of and, sometimes, provide greater outlays
for the arts, which is something the opposition
supports. With the reservations that I have
mentioned about de-accessioning, the opposition
supports the bill.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I allowed Mrs Hogg
considerable latitude in her extensive quotation of
Professor Galbally on the basis that the house was
being given access to expert information that would
be beneficial to the debate. Normally the rules
relating to debate would have applied, but I gave
her that latitude for the reasons I have outlined.
Hon. R. S. IVES (Eumemmerring) - In debating
this arts measure I shall attempt to be elevated,
inspirational, bipartisan and non-political. However,
I shall go against the spirit of the rest of my speech
by making some initial remarks about the situation
which led to the State Film Centre's having its funds
substantially reduced by the former Labor
government. I am glad that the processes used by
the then government resulted in the film centre
becoming stronger and more vital than it otherwise
would have been. Nevertheless we should recognise
the extreme pain and dislocation suffered by this
fine institution.

The opposition understands the basic thrust of the
provisions relating to the Public Record Office, as
outlined in clause 81, which is to bring the Victorian
closure provisions into line with commonwealth
legislation. As I understand it, the effect of clauses 79
and 81 will mean that after 25 years, or as soon as is
practicable, a department will transfer a publiC
record to the Public Record Office. The office will
then hold on to the record for not more than 30 years
from the date of the transfer. This allows the
minister to declare specified records to be closed for
a period not exceeding 30 years rather than the
present renewable 5 years. The opposition supports
the provisions and believes they will assist the
cabinet office and provide greater confidentiality. I
am advised that it will bring Victorian legislation
into line with commonwealth legislation.

I shall put on the record the reasons why it occurred.
Although at the time it was deplorable it was
something that happened in the course of events. It
is worth mentioning that a grants commission report
has shown that in 1989-90 Victorian government
spending was 14.4 per cent higher than the spending
of other states on similar services, whereas its
revenue raising was only 1.2 per cent above the
national average. In 1991-92, two years later, grants
commission figures show that spending had been
cut by 9.9 per cent compared with other states while
revenue raising had increased by 5.9 per cent above
the national average, so the gap was cut by
two-thirds. During that period no other state did
more to put its house in order.

The opposition supports the legislation, with the
reservations I have mentioned. Mr Ives and
Mrs McLean will participate in the debate and will
make their own particular comments on the
provisions. I hope the bill strengthens the arts

The reason for the substantial effort was that the
state was swamped by the intensity of the recession,
which necessitated painful action. That resulted in
the 1991-92 budget for the State Film Centre being
reduced by 59 per cent. At the time the action was
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painful. It certainly affected the agency and
threatened its viability.
Naturally there was considerable consternation, but
an effective process of review was put in place. A
10-person committee was formed and comprised
representatives from the then Ministry of Education
and Training, the Ministry of the Arts, the Council of
the State Film Centre, Film Victoria and the staff of
the State Film Centre. The committee met over
eight days, receiving submissions and hearing
evidence; and it consulted interested parties over
three days. The committee examined the
submissions of those who were affected by the
proposed cuts, considered the priorities, looked at
the options and by and large produced a report
which made 25 recommendations on matters
ranging from A to Y.
The recommendations had a familiar ring to them.
They subscribed to many of the principles to which
the Minister for Housing and Mr Atkinson, as well
as other government spokespeople, constantly refer
to the point of tedious repetition.
Those comments apply just as well to the principles
enunciated in David Osborne and Ted Gaebler's
book Reinventing Government. Rumour has it that the
Premier gave his cabinet colleagues copies of the
book for Christmas! Some of the chapter headings of
the book are: 'Catalytic Government: Steering Rather
Than Rowing', 'Community-Owned Government':
Empowering Rather Than Serving', 'Competitive
Government: Injecting Competition Into Service
Delivery', 'Mission-Driven Government:
Transforming Rule-Driven Organisations',
'Results-Oriented Government: Funding Outcomes,
Not Inputs' - a popular comment among many
commentators, 'Customer-Driven Government:
Meeting the Needs of the Customer, not the
Bureaucracy', 'Enterprising Government: Earning
Rather Than Spending', 'Anticipatory Government:
Prevention Rather Than Cure', and finally,
'Decentralised Government: From Hierarchy to
Participation and Teamwork'. Contrary to the
propaganda one hears, the Labor Party made
Significant reductions in expenditure in its final two
years in government - far more than other state
governments - and the principles it employed are
of the type one hears a great deal about these days
from the other side of the house.
We say that persons who have been affected by cuts
should have a hand in saying what sort of outcome
should result. If memory serves me right - -
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Hon. Haddon Storey - Which cuts in the arts
area are you talking about?
Hon. R. S. IVES - I am speaking generally.
Sitting suspended 6.31 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Hon. R. S. IVES - Before the suspension of the
sitting I was saying that the former government
knew something about the necessity of reducing
expenditure as in the case of the 59 per cent cut in
the 1991-92 budget for the State Film Centre.
However, the process adopted for the centre was
reasonable and, in retrospect, accords with many
principles on which the government has lectured us,
such as transforming rule-driven organisations;
funding outcomes and not inputs; meeting the needs
of the customer; and earning rather than spending.
However, the process involved a great deal of
participation and consultation that allowed the State
Film Centre to at least continue as an effective
organisation. I made the point in passing that across
the general field of government endeavour,
participation and consultation are not prinCiples that
are observed by the government.
For a brief moment I shall stretch the patience of
Mr President and say that one is reminded of
Machiavelli's The Prince or Sun Tzu's The Art o/War,
when statements such as, 'One should plan with
secrecy, stealth and then act with great energy', are
made by Ron Walker.
I congratulate the State Film Centre for the energy,
commitment, intelligence and vision with which it
has pursued its mission. The press release by the
Minister for Industry and Employment, Mr Gude,
on 10 March welcomed Telecom's announcement
that, in collaboration with the State Film Centre,
Melbourne would be a testing ground for new
asynchronous, digital, subscriber line technology,
which would allow movies, sports, news and
educational programs to be delivered on existing
telephone lines to Victorian homes. This indicates
the growing national reputation of the film centre.
Other factors that indicated its growing national role
are the plans for the Museum of the Moving Image,
which will be similar to such museums in London,
New York and Germany. If we wish to remain in the
national forefront of this endeavour Victoria must
move quickly. I also refer to the national importance
of the State Film Centre's liaison with the national
film and sound museum.
The 'moving image' was certainly the most unique,
innovative, powerful, persuasive and widespread
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art foon in the 20th century. In the 21st century the
State Film Centre will be a focus of the intersection
of technology, communications, entertainment
education and information. To achieve the status
and distinction which the centre is capable of and to
which it is headin~ more resources will be needed.
One way of achieving this is with more flexibility to
initiate and enter into partnerships, limited
companies, corporations, joint ventures and
associations with other partners or sponsors. I
understand the bill makes this possible. The
opposition supports this initiative.
In addition the bill also deals with major arts
institutions that are jewels in the crown or the
battleships of the fleet such as the National Gallery
of Victoria, the Victorian Arts Centre, the Museum
of Victoria, Film Victoria and the Geelong
Performing Arts Centre Trust, which is the only
regional reference.

The bill essentially reinforces the notion that
institutions are responsible and accountable to the
minister of the day but it provides that their
management will be less bureaucratic, more flexible
and more uniform.
Membership of the boards is limited to nine
consecutive years. The exceptions are spelt out in the
bill. It makes possible the payment of fees to board
members. It exempts the board from the office of
profit under the Crown provisions. I ask the
minister: is an exemption of board members from
the profit-under-the-Crown provisions a worthwhile
procedure? I have much difficulty believing that the
addition of more parliamentarians to the boards of
major institutions will endow them with additional
intelligence, competence and sensitivity. I ask the
minister to explain why it is desirable to have
office-of-profit prOvisions governing the boards of
major institutions removed? The bill makes it easier
for boards to avail themselves of expertise and to
enter into contracts of employment and updates
some of their employment procedures. The bill
allows the boards to make a range of by-laws to
govern and administer the institutions. This is
unexceptional and the opposition does not oppose it.
I shall briefly describe my apprehension about the
emerging limitations in the government's regional
arts policy by commenting on what the bill does not
refer to, namely a regional arts policy. I seek an
assurance from the minister that this is not an area of
overall strategic policy that will be neglected by the
government as exemplified by the bill. My concern
and disquiet is best illustrated by briefly describing

797

emerging developments within regions included in
and near Eumernmerring Province. Firstly,
OSEROC - which is not the name of a rock
band but the Outer South Eastern Regional
Organisations of Councils - comprising the
municipalities of Berwick, Cranboume, Dandenong.
Pakenham and Springvale. An arts project initiated
by a $35 000 grant provided by the former Labor
government evolved into a partnership project,
which, combined with the engagement of the
management consultants, KPMG Peat Marwick,
produced a report The issues addressed in the
report are: local and regional needs for arts and
cultural facilities; options for facility location;
opportunity for better usage of existing facilities;
strategies for implementation and usage; linkages to
tourism, education and industry; funding options
other than state government funding; and economic
and social issues. Mr President, both you and the
minister will agree that the issues are indeed wide
ranging.
The PRESIDENT - Order! They are
wide-ranging issues, and they have nothing to do
with the bill. I remind Mr Ives that the purpose of
the bill is to provide for revised management and
membership of the major arts institutions in Victoria
and I refer to my rulings on similar matters: I will
allow passing reference to issues that are vaguely
related to the bill, but they should not be the major
part of any speech.
Hon. R. S. IVES - While certainly observing
your ruling. Mr President, I remind you that the bill
deals with the jewels in the crown, the major arts
institutions in this state. The Minister for the Arts
will be interested in being told that I am hearing a
considerable amount of criticism in my electorate
about the government's regional arts policy. The
criticism may be ill founded or ill infooned; it may
be misjudged; it may be wrong. However, the Arts
Institutions (Amendment) Bill contains provisions
relating to the concerns of my constituents - that is,
that the government is neglecting or withdrawing
from the area of regional arts policy.
Members of this house do not, by and large, abuse
the time available for debate. Debates are conducted
with some expedition when one compares them
with those conducted in the other place. Heaven
knows what they talk about! Heaven knows how
honourable members in the other place spend their
time! I raise with the minister some concerns or
complaints, however miSguided. Even if they are
wrong, they are illustrative of some of the concerns
expressed in my electorate. I invite the minister to
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give an assurance to my constituents that the bill,
marvellous as it is, does not reflect a withdrawal
from regional arts policy.
Hon. Haddon Storey - What are the examples?
Hon. R. S. IVES - I should very much like to
give the examples. I was about to do so when you,
Mr President, quite rightly said: what has this to do
with the bill? I hope my explanation of the thoughts
behind my presentation will assure you that I do not
have a desire to waste time. I have an opportunity of
providing the minister with the chance to stand up
and reassure his arts constituency that the sorts of
things people have been saying to me, with the
stress and emphasis that they have placed on them,
are ill founded. Would you deny me this
opportunity, Mr President?
The PRESIDENT - Order! Mr Ives may make
passing reference.
Hon. R. S. IVES - I suppose it comes down to
what is meant by 'passing reference'.
The PRESIDENT - Order! If Mr Ives presses
me, I will draw the line here.
Hon. R. S. IVES - Surely it is permitted to give
the flavour of what is happening in my electorate?
The PRESIDENT -Order! Yes, the flavour.
Hon. R. S. IVES - I have referred to one regional
group, OSEROC, which has recently issued a major,
wide-reaching report. I refer also to one council,
Berwick, which hopes to establish a multifunded,
multipurpose performing facility in conjunction
with the Berwick campus of Casey TAPE and the
Berwick campus of Monash UniverSity. The minister
will agree that the facility represents a vigorous and
committed approach to the arts.
I refer to the Upper Yarra and Dandenong Ranges
Regional Authority, which includes the shires of
Lillydale, Sherbrooke, Healesville and Upper Yarra.
The regional grouping is somewhat different from
the one previously described. Arts projects are
funded differently and the people in the area have
different concerns from those to whom I have
referred. They are concerned about the lack of
performing spaces in the Sherbrooke area. They are
pleased with the success of facilities such as the
Montrose Community Centre and the Upper Yarra
Arts and Entertainment Centre, although the
facilities are not luxurious.
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Recently the minister and I had a pleasant
experience with the Dandenong Ranges Music
Council, where the minister delivered on the fonner
Labor government's promise. I thank the
government for doing so. The minister will concede,
I am sure, that the portable classroom on the Upwey
Secondary College grounds has been used to
considerable effect by the local community and that
it has provided a springboard for good things.
Hon. Haddon Storey - Look who had to deliver
on the promise!
Hon. R. S. IVES - The Upper Yarra Art and
Cultural Development Board has been established
and a regional arts and economic development
seminar has been conducted in the area. I have made
passing reference to the flavour of what is
happening in the Upper Yarra Valley and
Dandenong Ranges area.
The third area of regional grouping to which I refer
briefly is the Outer East Municipalities Association
(OEMA), comprised of a number of councils:
Croydon, Healesville, Knox, Lillydale, Ringwood,
Sherbrooke and Upper Yarra. In the case of OEMA,
funding for a regional arts survey was arranged
through the Integrated Local Area Planning Scheme,
which is funded by the commonwealth government.
Its members began an investigation into arts
facilities but have since found themselves in
consultation with community groups, examining
questions such as the nature of regionalism and the
relationship of arts to the community and the
regional economy. Recently they completed a draft
of a sound report that will soon be delivered for
comment. It deals with a range of issues that are
similar to the ma tters raised in the OSEROC report.
I have explained to you, Mr President, and the
minister how my contribution relates to the bill. I
have referred to a number of organisations in
different regions that use a variety of funding
sources and are spearheaded by local government.
Their members have a high level of commitment,
enthUSiasm, and energy and are excited to be
examining the nature of arts in the region and their
relationship to society, to culture and to the
economy.
I have mentioned criticisms of the government's arts
policy and invite the minister to answer the concerns
expressed by my constituents. It is all very well to
talk about our major arts institutions, which I have
described as the jewels in the crown or the
battleships of the fleet, but the minister will be
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aware that yesterday Mr George Fairfax and the
director of the McClelland Gallery were interviewed
on the Ranald Macdonald radio program. The
McClelland Gallery is a regional gallery in my area.
It is seeking to expand its regional support. The view
was expressed that there was no grid, no rating, no
continuing system, no classification system and no
overall plan for funding regional arts activities.
Finally, I refer to a meeting over the weekend of the
Association of Local Arts Development, which
comprises councillors, council arts officers, arts
developers and artists. 1 Wlderstand - the minister
will be aware that whenever a politician begins a
speech with the words '1 Wlderstand' it is an
indication that the politician is not sure of the
ground but concerned that it might be weak - and
if 1 am wrong, doubtless the minister will correct
me. However, the discontent arose from the fact that
a formal response - The SPEAKER - Order! I have given the
honourable member considerable latitude. 1 have
re-read the bill and there is not one scintilla of a
relationship between it and what the honourable
member is saying other than the word 'arts'. 1
believe the minister has got the flavour of the
honourable member's point and he should address
the issues in the bill.
Hon. R. S. IVES - Mr President, as you
interrupted me in mid-sentence - quite rightly - I
ask to be allowed to finish the sentence.
The SPEAKER - Order! Yes.
Hon. R. S.IVES - 1 believe that a formal
response from the minister on regional arts policy
had gone astray; that a verbal report was delivered
which indicated there would be no regional policy,
only a state policy, and consequently there were
fears that a number of projects and programs
previously put in place such as the art chart would
be discontinued or neglected.
Hon. Haddon Storey - Whose report, letter or
document is it?
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - Don't encourage him!
Hon. R. S. IVES - I mentioned my unsureness;
that it may not be an accurate report but that is
sweeping through the arts community at the
moment, and this is the minister's chance to deny it.
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In conclusion, opposition members are pleased to
see the changes in the management of Victoria's
major arts institutions. We believe the measures will
make them more responsible, flexible, uniform and
less bureaucratic. Opposition members welcome the
changes made to the charter of the State Film Centre;
we believe it will allow it to grow, develop and
become an institution of considerable national
importance. However, the opposition seek answers
to two questions: firstly, why do the office-of-profit
provisions under the Crown now no longer apply to
membership of the boards of our major institutions;
and, secondly, does the bill indicate a growing
neglect by the government in the important area of
regional arts policy?
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) -Mrs
Hogg spoke about the wonderful arts institutions
that we have in Victoria, and I agree with her.
Victoria has always been the cultural capital of
Australia. Mr Ives also spoke widely about the arts,
so I will confine my remarks to the State Film Centre.

In explaining the purpose of the bill the
second-reading speech states that it is to facilitate
greater operational efficiencies to the State Film
Centre of Victoria and to enable it to work more
effectively within the film and communication
industry, and I applaud those sentiments. I have
been a supporter of the centre for many years
because I believe the centre is one of the most
important arts institutions in Victoria. It has a library
containing a huge number of valuable films and
documentaries and holds much of our history. It has
also been an outlet for important foreign films and
documentaries that otherwise would have had no
opportunity to be shown in Victoria because they
could not obtain commercial distribution, and in this
way it has played an important role for many
multicultural citizens of the state.
The centre also plays a vital role in our film industry
because it is the showcase for short films and videos
made by student filmmakers. The film and television
school at Swinburne University of Technology is
known nationally and internationally as the best
film school in Australia. A past graduate of that
school, Gillian Annstrong, whose credits include My
Brilliant Career and The Last Days of Chez Nous - Hon. B. N. Atkinson -It wasn't the story of
Mr Ives's life!
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Gillian Armstrong had
her student films shown at the centre along with all
the other students and graduates of Swinburne.
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Over recent years her films have been shown at the
Cannes film festival along with the work of many
other Victorian and Australian filmmakers. The
Cannes festival is the most important film festival
for the sale of films internationally.
Our films therefore play an important role in
tourism as well as in the cultural scene, and Film
Victoria is Significant in helping to promote our
talent. Filmmaking, as we are all aware, is an
expensive art fonn, and I hope Film Victoria will
continue to be funded - and better funded - over
the next few years.
Hon. Haddon Storey interjected.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN - So be it; I am just
looking at the future, Mr Minister.
The short film and video is the major outlet for the
talent of our young directors, cinematographers,
animators, actors, scriptwriters and so on. It is an
important art fonn in its own right. Short films often
tell the story better and more succinctly than some
of their longer brothers and sisters.
Hon. B. N. Atkinson - So do short speeches,
Mr Ives!

Hon. JEAN McLEAN - Most honourable
members would remember the days when short
films used to accompany feature films in cinemas.
This is no longer the case. When we ask the major
film distributors to show our excellent short films
they say it is not commercially viable because they
now show the feature film over and over and make
more money from it. There are a few exceptions to
this practice: notably at the Longford and Valhalla
cinemas, the State Film Centre and a few other
independent theatres.
The second-reading speech described the increasing
diversity of media tedmology and suggested that
the general word 'film' itself is being redefined. I
acknowledge that there is an increasing diversity in
media technology at the State Film Centre, and that
is inevitable. I feel a certain amount of alann at the
suggestion of using the tenn 'moving image' instead
of 'film', in the same way that I feel alarm at the
proposition that computer screens should take the
place of books. 'Information highways' is the latest
buzz word, and it means goodness knows what! The
more articles one reads about this matter in the
papers and computer books, the more puzzling and
ill-defined it becomes. I do not suggest that new
technology does not open up new horizons, but I
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believe we should be wary of accepting the idea
because it is new and it must replace the old.
Black and white photography for cinema and stills is
back in vogue because people have realised the
special quality that black and white brings to the
screen and photographs. Many people realise that
colourisation is a ghastly process, and a lot of work
is going on to ensure that the original black and
white versions of many films that have been
colourised are retained.
I hope that we will not be forced to accept virtual
reality experiences as a replacement for the joy of
going to the cinema and seeing films.
Hon. D. M. EV ANS (North Eastern) - I
recognise how important the arts are for Victoria,
not only for their cultural Significance but also for
their tourism potential. I also recognise the
importance of the legislation before the house, the
wide-ranging issues with which it deals and, in
particular, the fact that under it the minister is given
wide responsibility. I trust that in carrying out that
responsibility the minister will not forget the
important part played in the past 200 years of
Australian history of what might be said to be art
from the country, issues in the rural areas of
Australia and the fact that more than in any other
areas the depiction of the country is the genuine
Australia - it is the absolute essence of the
Australian character.
For example, I understand virtually the first feature
film ever made was a film on the life of Ned Kelly,
surely a country hero. Our folk ballads, the ones
which depict the most unique Australian
experiences, are those of Banjo Patterson, Henry
Lawson and perhaps Dorothea Mackellar, part of
whose poem My Country states:
I love a sunburnt country,
A land of sweeping plains,
Of ragged mountain ranges,
Of droughts and flooding rains ...

That poem has recently been set to magnificent
music. I hope that the minister in carrying out his
renewed responsibilities under the bill does not
forget those matters.
The legislation changes slightly the charter of the
National Gallery of Victoria, with responsibility
resting with the minister to ensure that it carries out
its functions and responsibilities properly. The
national gallery - selections of paintings from its
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collection are constantly on display in Queen's
Hall- has paintings by Australia's most famous
artists, such as Tom Roberts, Hans Heysen, and
Frederick McCubbin. Almost all of those paintings
depict scenes from country area. As Mrs Hogg said
earlier, we must not forget art in the country.
We must not forget the art galleries tha tare
scattered throughout country Victoria, which give
encouragement to artists in their formative years
and encourage them to paint the magnificent works
that will be eventually part of our arts collection
held by the national gallery in Melbourne. The
Benalla art gallery has one of the best collections in
Victoria of Laurie Ledger paintings. There is an
enthusiastically run art gallery at Shepparton and, if
I may put in a plug for my own local region, the
Bright art gallery constantly displays 400 to 600
paintings, giving encouragement to artists of this
state, some of whom will produce masterpieces that
will form part of the state's collection.
People from the country also provided the essence of
the real Australia in the ballads that form part of
Australian history that is often depicted in films that
are uniquely Australian. Earlier I referred to a film
made about Ned Kelly. In the 19305 Australia had a
booming film industry that was one of the best in
the world. The problem was that in Australia we did
not have a sufficiently large audience or sufficient
scope to continue to produce those films in
competition with the immensely wealthy people in
Hollywood. Our industry was submerged because
our audience was not wide enough, not because the
quality of the films was not high enough. Our film
industry was pushed under by the culture of films
from Hollywood.
Let that be a lesson to the minister in directing the
manner in which the State Film Centre of Victoria
operates. Let it also be a clear message from this
Parliament. I know the minister understands that,
and also understands that the people of Victoria
know what we are debating tOnight. We in this
country understand and appreciate all the good
things in art.
When the revival of our film industry began,
perhaps 10 years ago, Film Victoria, which is deaIt
with in the bill, was involved in the production of
the magnificent movie The Man from Snowy River, in
which the Mr Stoney was an extra.
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Hon. D. M. EVANS - Mel Gibson is a
constituent of mine. Mr Stoney was one of those
people who helped recreate the true Australia in that
film. Let us also not forget that Film Victoria was
very much involved in the production of that
imaginative film The Silver Brumby, adapted from a
book written by the wife of a former member of this
place and a former Attorney-General, the late
Thomas Waiter Mitchel1, which again depicts the
very real Australia and shows the talent, culture,
interest and uniqueness of the Australian wild bush
and the opportunities that are created there.
Let us not forget those opportunities by
remembering that the best of our culture comes out
of the country areas of Victoria and Australia. We
can gather it together here in the city and put it on
display in the cultural centres of Australia but let us
never forget that the unique imagination and
initiative come from our country areas. If we
understand where that initiative and inspiration
come from we can get the very best from this
legisla tion.
I said I wanted to put in a plug for my people from

the country areas of the state for the magnificent
contribution they have made in past times and are
continuing to make, and which I trust under this
new legislation they will continue to make.
I notice that the Public Records Act is also amended
by the bill. As Mrs Mclean will well remember, the
Public Records Office itself was the subject of
recommend a tions of the former Legal and
Constitutional Committee in 1989 as part of the
committee's inquiry into the Freedom of Information
Act. I had the pleasure of chairing the committee at
that time.

It was of great importance to that committee, and I
believe to the people of the state of Victoria,·to know
that the historical records on which so much of our
knowledge of our history depends and which
increasingly the citizens of this state are inclined to
draw on for their own purposes and in order to
understand the building heritage of the nation, are
properly preserved and looked after, and are
available at the shortest possible notice for those
who wish to undertake historical research. An
important part of the legislation is to bring a proper
and better organisation and operation to the Public
Records Office. I have much pleasure in supporting
the legislation.

An honourable member interjected.

Motion agreed to.
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Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. HAD DON STOREY (Minister for the
Arts) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

I thank all honourable members who have spoken
for their support of the bill. At times the debate
became quite impassioned and one wondered
whether it was being fully supported. However, I
have concluded that each of the speakers did
support the bill. As one would expect in anything to
do with the arts, it aroused some passionate feelings
and enabled members to canvass a great number of
issues.
I know that I should not wax at large on the issues
that were raised, particularly as you, Mr President,
found it necessary to remind some members of the
scope of the bill, but I think that what emerged from
all the speeches was that there is a genuine and
passionate belief in the role of the arts in our
community; that it is seen to be an important part of
the life of everyone in Victoria. It has an intrinsic
value as well as an economic value, something that
can help Victoria to encourage people to come to this
state and to participate in the artistic activities and
share in the appreciation of the cultural assets that
we have.
It is pleasing that there is strong bipartisan support
for the measures in the bill. Mrs Hogg referred to the
role of the Institute of Research on the Art of the
Actor (IRAA) and gave me some reviews to
examine. Oearly exciting work is being done by the
$5 Company, which is also referred to in one of the
reviews. 1hat is indicative of the small companies
that do creative, original and stimulating work.
What is mainstream today was probably innovative
and experimental 20 years ago. The cultural life and
activity of the whole community will be enriched by
the work of such small companies. They are
supported by the government through Arts Victoria,
and that will continue to be the case.

Mrs Hogg specifically raised the issue of the
provision that allows for the deaccessioning of
certain assets or holdings of the National Gallery of
Victoria. I can understand her concern and the
concern expressed by Or Galbally in the letter
Mrs Hogg read. I assure the house that the provision
is inserted with full recognition of the importance of
our collection and of retaining all of that which
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should be retained. The collection is in the custody
of the council of trustees of the gallery, a group of
notable people who have an appreciation and
understanding of the need to maintain the collection.
I am certain no recommendation will come from
them except where they believe the work in question
is not worth maintaining in the collection. There
must be copies of works that are regarded widely,
and have been for many years, as having little or no
value to our collection.
The collection involves more than paintings, it
includes furniture and other objects. I understand
some of those objects are in total disrepair and there
is little point in keeping them. We must ensure that
proper guidelines are put in place. Proposed new
section 14(2) states:
The Governor in Council must not approve the sale,
exchange or disposal of a work of art in the State
collection unless satisfied that the Council has resolved
that retention of that work is unnecessary and
inappropriate to the activities of the Council.

It has to be both unnecessary and inappropriate. I
take note of what Mrs Hogg said, and I shall ask the
council, whose responsibility it is to have the
guidelines drawn up, to take note of those points. I
will ask its members to further consult with people
such as Dr Galbally, whose views, expressed
through the council or through officers of Arts
Victoria, will provide an input in drawing up the
guidelines. I assure honourable members that it will
be only after thorough examination and
soul-searching that assets will be disposed of as a
result of that provision.
A similar provision with less onerous requirements
relates to Museum Victoria. It is not a new approach.
The current legislation requires an interval of 10
years before work can be disposed of. With the
greatest caution in the world, that to me seems an
excessive time for going through the process of
determining to deaccess work that should not be
kept. I give Mrs Hogg and opposition members an
assurance that the guidelines will be drawn up in an
appropriate manner.
Mr Ives waxed eloquent, as he always does, on a
range of issues. I almost regretted that the forms of
the house required that he not give more detail on
the matters he wanted to raise with me. Perhaps if
he had been able to expand at greater length he may
have confinned in my mind that there is absolutely
no substance in what he was saying. He almost
acknowledged that that could well be the case. I am
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sure he will find other ways of raising those issues
with me.
The government is intent upon assisting regional
groupings to foster the arts. Mr Ives gave an
example of a promise the former government gave
and the current government implemented. The
government is detennined to ensure that the arts
flourish throughout our community. Mr Ives must
realise that it is not possible for any government to
respond financially to every request. One has to
recognise that there are limits on what can be done.
So far as possible the government will seek to
develop regional groups that can expand on cultural
activities and encourage people to become involved.
I give that assurance.
Mr Ives also asked why it was that the
office-of-profit provisions were being applied in
some cases in this bill. A number of arts acts already
provide that being a member of a council or a
governing body of an institution does not involve an
office of profit under the crown. That provision is
being introduced for other arts institutions because
there is provision for the payment of sitting fees for
members of the councils of those bodies and there
were no provisions saying that that does not
constitute an office of profit, in which case there
could be potential for someone inadvertently to
offend against the provisions of the constitution and
therefore lose his or her seat.
In her contribution to the debate Mrs McLean

displayed an arts-conservative approach. She is
uncomfortable with the move away from films to
moving images and would prefer to see
black-and-white films in black and white rather than
their being colourised. She is uncomfortable with the
idea that in future there will be an information
highway - I think it is called the information
superhighway.
Hon. Jean Mc Lean - What is it?
Hon. HADDON STOREY - I will try to describe
it. I point out that during his contribution, Mr Ives
commended Film Victoria for going down this track.
I understand that modem technology will enable
information from all sorts of sources to be accessed
by almost anyone through his or her computer or
television with the appropriate black box on it.
In the case of the State Film Centre it will mean that

should the projects now being tested come to
fruition, if people want to view films or videos held
by the centre, instead of contacting the centre and
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having the material sent out to them, they will
simply be able to call it up on their screens via their
computers or televisions and it will be transmitted to
the screens. Furthermore, it will be transmitted there
and then.
Popular films will be able to be accessed. by a dozen
people at the same time because the technology will
provide access to a data base held by the State Film
Centre where the images on the films or videos will
be transferred to digital form on that data base and
be accessible through the technology when desired.
Hon. Jean McLean - Do we get it for nothing?
Hon. HAD DON STOREY - To the extent that
one gets it now, one will continue to get it for
nothing. However, it will mean people will have to
subscribe to the State Film Centre under the
arrangement put in place by the previous
government. In time, one will be able to access
information through that channel, which is an
extremely exciting prospect. If it comes about, it will
make all types of information much more accessible
than they currently are. That is what this modem
technology is about.
I do not know whether I will live to see all this - I
hope I do - however, I do not think it should be
pushed to one side simply because people prefer to
sit in cinemas and view films on the screen.
Hon. Jean Mc Lean interjected.
Hon. HAD DON STOREY - Nobody is talking
about allowing one to wipe out the other. If one does
wipe out the other, it will be because that is what
people demand.
It is interesting to reflect on the fact that it was
predicted that television would be the death of the
film industry and cinemas. That is not so. In fact,
cinemas are making a come back. I am delighted
about that because I prefer to sit in a cinema to see a
film rather than to see it on video. However, that is
the explanation of moving images. In due course
they will not be films, they will not be videos, they
will be in some digital form.
Mr Evans referred to the contribution of country
Victoria to arts and culture in Australia. I can only
agree with him; it has done that and will continue to.
It is an extremely important part of the rich tapestry
that constitutes Victoria. This government will
continue to support country artistic activities and
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cultural assets as much as it can. I thank honourable
members for supporting this bill.
Motion agreed to.
R.ead third time.
Passed remaining stages.

MAGISTRATES' COURT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 19 May; motion of
Hon. HADDON STOR.EY (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training).
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - The
Magistrates Courts are extremely important.
According to the second-reading speech, 300 000
charges and 100 000 civil complaints are dealt with
annually. For most Victorians the magistrates Court
will be their most likely encounter with any
jurisdiction.
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Secondly, the report recommends early disclosure of
technical and forensic evidence by the prosecution to
speed up cases, including surprise evidence if it does
not materially affect the conclusion. That will reduce
the costs of trials by reducing their length of time.
On the whole that seems sensible. If a balance can be
struck between reducing the duration of trials
without cutting across the ability to have fair trials,
then clearly it will benefit everybody. Justice will be
expedited and people will not be held up in the
courts in either criminal or civil matters.
The second important issue is the fine enforcement
provision. The collection of fines has always been
difficult. The amount of outstanding fines is
considerable. Apparently more than $150 million in
fines is outstanding, $30 million having accrued in
the 1992-93 financial year. The Sheriff's Office is
being given the power to seize goods in lieu of fines.
That has applied in civil matters for some time, the
argument being that in a dispute involving financial
matters it is only fair that the injured party is able to
recover in kind. However, the provision is being
extended to the criminal jurisdiction.

Secondly, it provides for changes to the collection of
fines; it allows for people's goods to be seized in
certain cases as an alternative to serving time in
gaol. Thirdly, it provides for either the suppression
of records or a closed-court situation in matters
involving certain sexual offences and offences which
involve sexual penetration. The proposed legislation
basically widens the scope of the provision to
protect witnesses in those sorts of cases from some
of the traumatic implications of being named and
reported in the press. Fourthly, it provides for some
collection of on-the-spot fines at a local government
level.

The state will be allowed to seize people's property
instead of their paying fines or serving gaol
sentences. The problem I foresee is that many people
will prefer to go to gaol rather than pay their fines.
The Attorney-General has produced only anecdotal
evidence. She has not produced any reports or
statistical evidence to support her case. I find it
strange that many people prefer to spend time in
gaol rather than paying their fines. There are
considerable dangers in the change, which is being
undertaken in the name of efficiency and of
collecting money for the state. Poor people will
suffer. Although a fine of $500 or $1000 for a serious
offence may not seem unreasonable for a person of
some means, it is a Significant amount for someone
who is unemployed. That person may have to
borrow the money - or he may just not be able to
pay. In those circumstances seizing a person's goods
could have serious consequences and be
counterproductive.

As to the first point, most of the changes stem from
the Pegasus Taskforce report which was handed
down in September 1992. That report mentions a
number of matters and forms the main
recommendations of certain sections of the bill. In
particular, the bill allows for practitioners to be
penalised if they indulge in what seem to be
practices designed to delay or increase costs or work
against the reasonable operations of the courts. The
penalties will be increased for criminal matters.

If people believe the state will seize whatever few
possessions they have - their motor cars or the few
goods they have to keep body and soul together they will become angry towards the system, state,
the people in the Sheriff's Office, and anyone else
who represents the law. The proviSion will most
likely affect people of limited means. It has the
potential to be counterproductive and to work
against the creation of a harmonious SOCiety. Fines
are set at levels that act as deterrents for people who

This bill seeks to do four things. Firstly, it seeks to

improve the process of criminal matters in the courts
to reduce time and therefore costs without detriment
to fair justice. A number of measures are proposed
for that area.
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can afford to pay them; but the measure will pick up
those people who do not have the means to pay.
I have some reservations about the provision for the
collection of fines. A system called 'walking
possession' can be applied. For example, essential
goods such as refrigerators, stoves or washing
machines are not removed, even though they could
be, but are left with people who are entrusted to
look after them, and the offenders have to make
arrangements to pay the fines by instalment. The
powers of the Sheriff's Office have been increased to
allow forcible entry. It is a significant change, which
allows the state to enter a person's house and to
seize goods as a result of that person's being
convicted of an offence which, although it was only
a misdemeanour, attracted a fine that for one reason
or another he or she could not pay.
The provision should be monitored closely.
Parliament deserves more than anecdotal evidence.
There should be a proper report and investigation,
of the kind that a parliamentary committee would
undertake. The measure should not be treated
lightly. Honourable members with a law-and-order
bent should consider whether it will achieve the aim
they desire. It could have the opposite effect by
increasing anger in the community.
The third part of the bill to which I refer is clause 17,
which extends the power to dose proceedings to the
public. Clause 17(1) states:
In section 126(1) of the Principal Act, after paragraph
(d) insertN;or

(e) cause undue distress or embarrassment to a
witness under examination in a proceeding
that relates to a charge for an offence where
the conduct constituting the offence consists
wholly or partly of taking part, or attempting
to take part, in an act of sexual penetration as
defined in section 35 of the Crimes Act 1958:.

The new section extends the capacity for hearing
evidence or closing the court in cases involving
sexual penetration. The aim is to protect witnesses
who may be reluctant to go through the traumatic
experience of describing incidents such as those in
court. It allows the court to make decisions on
withholding material from publication, suppressing
it or closing the court to the public.
Because the giving of evidence such as that is
traumatic, especially when people find their names
in newspaper reports as a consequence - those type
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of reports are increasing - it is reasonable to protect
people in that way. The opposition supports the
provision.
The last issue to which I refer concerns the extension
of the PERIN system of on-the-spot fines to local
government. I have some concern about that. It
should not be seen as a revenue-gathering exercise
for local government. The provision should be
monitored. Although it may lead to some
improvements in collection, I have not seen any
evidence to prove that it is an efficient system. The
second-reading speech argues that it is a logical
extension of on-the-spot fines, and I suppose an
argument can be made that it should be tested by
local councils.
The opposition supports the bill, but it has some
misgivings about giving the Sheriff's Office
extended powers to seize goods. The Sheriff's Office
has had some difficulty handling criminal matters.
Its staff are not trained in that way. However, it is
not a good use of police time to have them collecting
fines. Moving the sheriff into this area has some
dangers and it will require proper monitoring either
by referring the matter to an appropriate specialist
committee or by giving a reference to a
parliamentary committee to monitor the results and
to take evidence so that Parliament can be made
aware of the way in which the Act is operating in 12
months or two years so that it can be ascertained
whether it requires amendment. With those
qualifications, the opposition supports the
legislation.
Hon. JEAN McLEAN (Melbourne West) - As
Mr Pullen has said, the opposition supports the bill
with certain reservations. The minister in his
second-reading speech said that the Magistrates
Court is responsible for the bulk of civil and criminal
litigation in Victoria. It handles 300 000 charges and
100 000 civil complaints annually, but it is the poorer
Victorians who are likely to come into contact with
the judicial process.
I am aware of this fact because during the 1960s and
19705 I spent hundreds of hours in Magistrates
Courts on occasions when I was charged as a result
of my opposition to COnscription, and I also
supported others who were charged for similar
reasons. Mr James Kennan, the Attorney-General in
the Cain Labor government, changed the system to
require magistrates to be qualified barristers and
solicitors. Prior to that, magistrates rose through the
ranks beginning as clerks of court and finally taking
their places on the bench. The move by the former
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Attorney-General was a necessary and progressive
step.

send boys to his institution for less time if he was
going to straighten them out.

The bill amends the Magistrates Court Act. It is
appropriate that changes be considered from time to
time to ensure that the Magistrates Court functions
in the most efficient and just manner possible. The
bill makes the work of the Magistrates Court more
professional, and the opposition supports it.

No matter what the situation, during that time most
demonstrators were charged with resisting arrest
and abusive language. Most were automatically
convicted. I am sure that such injustices have
occurred less frequently since the amendments to
the Magistrates Court Act. However, one provision
concerns me, and that is the enhancement of the
sheriff's capacity to collect unpaid fines. The penalty
enforcement warrant creates the ability to seize
property of fine defaulters. There is a big difference
between a civil defaulter, where a person who
defaults on a private contract that has been agreed to
is convicted and has his or her property seized, and
the criminal defaulter, where the non-payment of
fines allows the sheriff to forcibly enter his or her
home to confiscate property.

I shall relate a couple of inequities that occurred
during the 1960s and 1970s. Magistrates were put
into two categories by lawyers: those who were
known as police magistrates and took the word of
police automatically; and those who made decisions
according to the evidence before them. I am sorry to
say that most magistrates fell into the former
category. I often sat through cases before the case I
was attending came up. I remember a youth who
was charged with stealing 1000 long-playing records
from Brashs. He was represented by a solicitor and a
barrister. He had been caught stealing about 10 LPs
from Brashs and when the police went to his house
they found another 990 LPs that he admitted having
stolen over time. The barrister said that the youth
came from a good home, that he attended a private
school and that he wanted to be a solicitor. The
barrister pointed out that if the youth had a
conviction recorded against him he would not be
able to practise law. The magistrate gave him a good
behaviour bond.
The next case was a stark contrast to the former case.
Two youths about 16-years-old were brought up
from the cells under the court. They were rather
scruffy and they looked frightened as they stood in
the dock. They had no representation. The cells at
Russell Street were built of bluestone and were cold.
They had no beds, just two grotty grey army
blankets and a concrete toilet in the corner with a tap
above it. There were no showers. The boys were
charged with being in a car park in possession of
tools that could be used to break into cars, that is, a
chisel and a screwdriver. They were not caught
using the tools but they had them in their
possession. The magistrate asked the prosecutor
which car park were they found in and when the
prosecutor told him, the magistrate said, 'That is
where I park my car. They could have stolen my
car'. He asked the youths whether they had
anything to say, but they just mumbled, 'No'. We
did not find out what school they attended or
whether they wanted to study law. They were
sentenced to one year in Langi Kal Kal. The
magistrate said that the governor of that
establishment had told him that it was useless to

The extra workload under the provision will make
the Sheriff's Office less rather than more efficient.
The minister justifies this on the grounds that people
chose to go to gaol instead of paying fines. That does
not ring true because it has been pointed out that
there are no figures on the number of people who
dedde to go to jail instead of paying fines. There are
a few who may know of people who have opted to
go to gaol rather than pay fines.
If there were $130 million in outstanding fines in

1992-93, as the minister has stated, including
$30 million accruing during that year, it would seem
that the Sheriff's Office would be no more able to
find defaulters than the police were. Not many of
them have cleaned their slate by spending time in
the slammer - unless there is another $130 million
we have not been told about.
Many people just cannot afford to pay fines. The cost
burden of a fine on low-income earners can be
enormous. Often they spend their entire wages on
food and household bills including, of course, the
new $100 levy. It is impossible for them to save and
they certainly cannot budget for fines, and therefore
they default.
The setting of fines as a revenue-collecting
mechanism appears to have grown to such an extent
that the public sees it as just that, and certainly the
police have said to me that the on-the-spot fines for
travelling at 65 kilometres an hour in a
60-kilometre-an-hour area is a revenue-collecting
actiVity. There is no differentiation between the rich
and the poor, the fine is the same; and the latest
proposition to grab people's property for
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non-payment of fines at best appears to be a
desperate measure to help fill the coffers, but I doubt
somehow that it will work that way.
According to the second-reading speech the Sheriff
expects that his powers under the bill will be used
principally for the seizure of motor vehicles. A
motor vehicle is often the only way for people to get
to work, especially with the state of the public
transport system. Often the car is used for a person's
work as well as for travelling to and from work.
If the government cannot collect $130 million in
outstanding fines, the setting of the level of fine
needs to be reviewed. It should be just enough to be
a deterrent for breaking rules but not enough to
constitute a revenue-raising racket for governments
at various levels to avoid the necessity to levy extra
taxes.

My suggestion is that community service be set for
defaulters instead of seizing their property or
putting them in gaol. It would be appropriate and of
more value to the community. Certainly it would be
more successful than trying to seize property.
Obviously we are not able to collect the fines as they
are outstanding, therefore I am concerned about that
provision in the bill. It is ludicrous for the Sheriff to
be running around attempting to grab the property
of people from whom he cannot even collect a fine.
With those few words, I support the bill.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I,
too, express concern about the changes in the bill
and the non-payment of fines. In many instances
constituents of mine simply cannot afford to pay
them, regardless of whether they are speeding fines
or parking fines.
I totally agree with Mrs McLean and urge the
government to examine various options for the
non-payment of fines. I will touch on that point in a
moment, but my first concern is the seizure of goods
because, as was stated in the second-reading speech,
the major item to be seized will be motor vehicles.
For many in the communities of Sunbury, Roxburgh
Park and parts of Whittlesea the family car is the
only means of transport, and for the average family,
if there is such a thing, it is the husband's means of
transport to work.

Hon. Louise Asher - Get modem!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA -It is not a matter of
'get knotted', it is a matter of reality.
Hon. Louise Asher - I said get modern! I would
never say 'get knotted'.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Anyway, the wife
may use the car to get around and drive the kids to
school and go places herself, and it may enable her
to actually socialise. H the car is seized for
non-payment of fines it paralyses the family and
puts it at a social disadvantage.
As Mr Power points out, it is double jeopardy,
which puts these people in a situation that does not
apply in wealthier areas. Some of us are in a position
to pay fines even if they are $3000, but these people
are battling to afford $50.
For the benefit of Ms Asher, I cite the example of a
modem family where the working hours of the
husband, who is the only breadwinner, have been
reduced. The gross wage is $244 a week and the
house repayments are $180 a week. A $50 parking
fine or a $115 speeding fine is impossible for those
people to pay. The Sheriff then seizes the car, which
is the husband's means of getting to work. The
family is left with no car and no means of transport
to go anywhere within the township of Sunbury
and, in addition, the family's means of earning a
livelihood has been taken away. The government
wants to take away the only means that man has of
getting to work. He must travel from Sunbury to
Tullamarine, where he works. It is almost impossible
to get there by publiC transport during the hours he
is required to work. The government should not put
people in that position.
Hon. Louise Asher - Don't speed!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - I t is easy for
Ms Asher to say 'Don't speed', but it is also easy to
get caught. People do speed and they get caught.
There are speed cameras everywhere. The cases I
refer to involve low-income families who are
seriously disadvantaged by the requirement to pay
these fines. But my constituents are not the only
ones who are disadvantaged. National Party MPs
who represent rural areas - -

Hon. Louise Asher - What?
Hon. Pat Power - Who should represent them!
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - And if the husband
uses public transport and the wife stays at home and
looks after the kids, she then uses it.
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Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Yes, National Party
MPs who should represent rural areas have as
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constituents farmers whose families are asset rich
but income poor. If a farmer suffers a bad crop or
has a bad year there is not a lot of money in the
household. In many instances farmers are up to their
necks in debt, so they are not in a position to pay
fine:- dlL' requirement to pay fines or suffer the
consequences not only places them in a difficult
financial pOSition but may also take away their only
means of transport or an implement they require to
continue farming for their livelihood. That is why I
express concern about the clause. There must be
some other mechanism to deal with the
non-payment of fines.
I agree with Mr Pullen that an inquiry should be
held to determine what actually happens to those
who fail to pay fines. It is not good enough for
Parliament to provide further power to the Sheriff's
Office to deal with this issue while the level of
morale in the office is at a low ebb. It is not good
enough for the government to come into the house
and say, 'This is the only option'. It is important to
offer alternatives when people are faced with the
requirement to pay fines. An inquiry should be held
and research should be carried out. All options must
be explored so that my constituents and those of
other honourable members are not faced with this
difficult financial position. In the final analysis the
government and the community will not benefit by
such a system being implemented. Other options
and alternatives should be explored.

Tuesday. 24 May \994

cannot pay fines or taking away their livelihood and
disadvantaging their families.
I often see such people at my electorate office. Many
of them do not have sufficient funds to put food on
the table. For three weeks some have not had
sufficient money to shop. They have had to go
crawling and begging to the Brotherhood of
St Laurence or the Salvation Army. I have arranged
for food vouchers to be given to them. Now the
government is callously saying to them, 'If you incur
fines when you were working, even if they were
during better times, when the hard times hit we will
make sure it is worse for you'. There are better
alternatives. The government should be realistically
considering those alternatives. It must ensure that
the punitive measures contained in the bill do not
adversely affect Victorian communities.
I urge the government to consider the plight of real
people out there. The opposition is forever being
told that it does not deal with real issues, but this is a
real issue. The debate is about real people and
communities who are suffering. Under this bill the
government will impose a further cost on those
communities.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Third reading
Mrs Mc Lean referred to the enforcement of
community service obligations on people who are
not able to pay fines. Isn't that a better way of
dealing with the problem? Isn't that a better
rehabilitative system? Isn't that a much more
worthwhile community contribution from people
who are unable to pay fines? It would be much
better if my constituents who are required to pay
fines were able to work their way through the
situation.
At present many of my constituents and those of
other honourable members cannot afford to pay
fines. I have friends who have spent a night in gaol
because they have been unable to pay the fines. They
did not like it; they did not want to go to gaol; they
did not want to incur the fines - at the time it was
beyond their control. But they copped it. If the
alternative were to provide some service or benefit
to the community, I am sure they would have been
happy to do that, even if they were required to plant
trees for a day! That would benefit the community
much more than seizing the vehicles of people who

Hon. HAD DON STOREY (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - By leave, I move:
That this bill be now read a third time.

In doing so I thank honourable members who
contributed to the debate. I have noted their
comments or reservations on a number of issues,
and I will ensure that they are directed to the
Attorney-General so that she can take them into
account. I thank honourable members for their
support of the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Passed remaining stages.

JOINT COMMITTEE RECORDS
Message received from Assembly seeking
concurrence with resolution.

ADJOURNMENT

Tuesday, 24 May 1994
Assembly's resolution:
That-

(a) this house authorises the transfer to the Public
Record Office of all joint parliamentary committee
records in excess of four years old which have not
been tabled in the parliament, subject to the
condition that they remain the property of the
parliament;
(b) subject to paragraph (d), access to such documents
to be granted only on the joint authority of the
Presiding Officers or their nominated delegates;
(c) reproduction or publication of the whole or any part
of the documents be permitted for educational,
historical or research purposes subject to the
approval of the Presiding Officers and on such
terms and conditions as they may determine; and
(d) access to material presented to any committee on a
confidential basis not to be permitted(i)
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in respect of in camera evidence and personal
records less than 75 years old; or

(ii) in respect of all other material less than 30 years
old.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) By leave, I move:
That the Council concur with the Assembly and agree
to the said resolution.

The purpose of the resolution is to give authority to
the Presiding Officers to transfer the records of the
joint parliamentary committees to the Public Record
Office. This will free up much valuable space,
particularly at Nauru House where the joint
investigatory committees are at present housed, and
will allow for those records to be treated in the same
way as the original papers of both houses. In
accordance with that arrangement the original
papers are held at the Public Record Office under
the province and control of the respective Clerks
with access being granted only on their authority.
This proposal, which also makes provision for the
release of confidential material in line with the
a~cepted archival practice, is supported by the
Duector, Public Record Office. Following discussion
between the officers of the department and the
Public Record Office, a program of archiving the
records of the Public Bodies Review Committee and
the former Social Development Committee has
already been completed and other work is well
advanced.

~e

passage of this resolution from the Assembly
wIll allow for the early transfer of a considerable
amount of material and will facilitate the better use
of existing office space as well as providing the
authority for an ongOing program.
I commend the resolution to the house.
Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - I
move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Tow-truck driver certification
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - The matter I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Roads and
Ports concerns tow-truck driver certification. I have
recei.ve~ representations from Kiwi Autos Towing
Servlce In Reservoir which operates a panel beating
and spray painting business. It advises it has the
support of the Victorian Automobile Chamber of
Co?,~erce f~r its concern about certain deregulation
actIvltIes whlCh have resulted from decisions taken
by the government.
The firm considers that the certification of tow-truck
drivers should be reintroduced. It is the view of
Kiwi Autos that driver certification contributed to
ensuring that suitable people were employed and
that appropriate standards were applied to those
who drove the tow trucks.
I ask .the minister to say whether a review is possible
and, If so, to supply some broad time line that may
apply.

Wooragee Primary School
Hon. C. J. HOCC (Melbourne North) - I direct
to the attention of the Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training, who is the representative of
the Minister for Education in the other place, a small
school in the north-east of Victoria, the Wooragee
Primary School.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - A good school.
Hon. C. J. HOGC - A very good school. Last
year Mr Power and I visited that school when it was
threatened with closure. It campaigned vigorously
throughout 1993 against aIUlexation and closure,
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and despite being off the beaten track it played host
to His Excellency the Governor and to the leader of
the Australian task force in Somalia. The Landcare
strategy was launched at that school, which I
consider to be very strong in its curriculum. It has
the most solid community support imaginable.
The school has been annexed to Yackandandah and
all its attempts to demonstrate the quality of its
curriculum seemed to have fallen on deaf and
unsympathetic ears. Last year - the year it was to
be integrated and the International Year of the
World's Indigenous Peoples - the school entered
the 1994 civic excellence award for the Wodonga
district. Last week it learned that it had won the
primary school award for the Goulburn
north-eastern region and is now a contestant for the
statewide award.
I seek the minister's assistance in providing a
definition of 'quality curriculum' which this school,
which was not allowed to stand alone last year, so
obviously needs.

Tuesday, 24 May 1994

Floods in north-eastern Victoria
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
remind the Minister for Regional Development that
in September last year devastating floods hit
north-eastern Victoria. Those floodwaters went
through Benalla and Wangaratta and continued
downriver through other areas.
Hon. W. A. N. Hartigan - They generally do.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - That is right - very
good, Mr Hartigan. The floods devastated those
communities and are still affecting the families in
those areas. Many have received little government
assistance other than some financial and other
material assistance from charitable organisations.
Damage from the floods can still be seen in some
homes, shops and factories. It has been
acknowledged by the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services in the other place that the
situation is still bad and is continuing to affect
communities.

Doveton elderly person units
Hon. R. S. IVES (Eumemmerring) - I commence
my comment on the matter I refer to the Minister for
Aged Care by congratulating the government on
building 17 self-contained units for elderly persons
in Doveton. The minister will be aware that the
community in Doveton is ageing as many who
settled in the area in the 1950s and 1960s are now
reaching the status of senior dtizens. The City of
Berwick has approached the Minister for Education
and the Minister for Aged Care about the possibility
of a land swap between the land presently occupied
by the Peace Court units, Doveton, and the site of
the former Doveton West Primary School.
Those three-storey, walk-up flats are past their
useful life and are unsuitable for the elderly. I have
found a remarkable community spirit there. The
units are home to the Doveton Senior Citizens Club
which has operated well for the past 25 years. I
consider that that sort of community should
continue. It should be fostered by the government
and be housed in a development at the Doveton
West site.
The opportunity of swapping land on which the
Doveton West Primary School stands could benefit
the community, and it could then assume ownership
of the Doveton West site. I ask the government to
seriously consider the proposition as the community
is most supportive of the idea.

What action has the minister and his department
taken to ensure that the trigger for federal
government assistance is automatically put in place
to assist those communities, families and businesses
in their time of greatest need?

Traffic congestion in Melbourne Province
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports to
traffic studies in my electorate. The matter follows
on from a meeting I attended last evening in Carlton.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - I received an invitation to
that in my letterbox, too.
Hon. B. T. PULLEN -At one point those in
attendance thought you were there.
Hon. W. R. Baxter - I would have been there
except the National Party had a function.
Hon. B. T. PULLEN - I have to say that one of
your officers who was mistaken for you quickly
corrected that mistake. Three officers from VicRoads
attended to answer questions and give information.
One of the points raised repeatedly at the meeting
was the impact of additional traffic flowing from the
freeway into the surrounding streets as a result of
increasing the capacity of the freeway.
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I heard that the current average of 55 000 vehicles
per day might increase to something like 95 000
vehicles per day. One of the departmental officers
said that although the analysis of traffic changes
could not be characterised by a couple of figures, the
work carried out by the department has shown that
the traffic went in different directions, as it usually
does.

That answer was not satisfactory to the people who
wanted to know how much traffic would come into
the area. Will the minister make the information and
the studies available to me or, preferably, publicly
available so that a proper assessment can be made of
the impact of increased traffic on those streets?
For the information of the minister, the meeting was
conducted in an atmosphere of seeking information
and reasonable exchange; no-one was lynched or
attacked. It was recognised that the officers attended
to provide information and they were treated with
courtesy. The issue is very important. People are
apprehensive about how the traffic will be managed.
The story they have heard before is that no change
will take place and that all the traffic will be
managed. The people appreciate the freeway has
already increased congestion and they do not look
forward to any further increase.
Without breaking the rule of the house by asking
two questions, I point out that on 19 April when I
asked a question about traffic congestion in the area,
the minister said he thought my question was
extremely reasonable. However, I have yet to receive
a response and the issues tie very closely together.
Will the minister provide figures on the existing
road congestion and the anticipated increase as a
result of the freeway. Then residents will have a
much better picture of what is being thrust upon the
electorate.
Hon. R. I. Knowles - Your patience will be well
rewarded.
Hon. B. T. PULL EN - I may not be so reasonable
next time.

Responses
Hon. HADDON STOREY (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - Mrs Hogg directed the
attention of the Minister for Education to the
Wooragee Primary School, which has been annexed
to Yackandandah Primary School. This year, the
Wooragee Primary School achieved the curriculum
excellence award for the Goulbum north-east region.

SII

I congratulate the school upon that achievement,
which is an excellent result. Mrs Hogg asked the
Minister for Education to define quality curriculum
in light of the fact that the school was required to be
annexed to Yackandandah Primary School even
though it achieved the curriculum excellence award.
I will certainly ask the minister to respond. I imagine
that if the school were required to be annexed to
Yackandandah Primary School, it is probably
something to do with the size of the school rather
then the quality of the curriculum. Be that as it may,
I will ask the minister to provide an answer to
MrsHogg.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Mr Power referred to tow trucks and
tow-truck drivers certification. He might recall that
Mr Ives raised that same issue three or four weeks
ago. I refer him to the remarks I made on that
occasion, suffice to say that since I gave that reply to
Mr Ives some work has been done by the transport
department bureaucrat I mentioned in that response
and he reported to me today. I am giving
consideration to those recommendations and I
anticipate some changes may well be made.
I do not want to give Mc Power any hope that
drivers certificates will be reintroduced in that form
because they were abolished as part of mutual
recognition legislation. I do not want to convey the
impression that I want to move away from
tow-truck operators and owners being responsible
for the behaviour of their employees. That is clearly
an onus that rests fairly and squarely upon them.
Nevertheless I want to assure Mr Power that the
allocation system that is in place for vehicle
collisions is under no threat whatsoever. It will be
retained but could well be refined in light of the
recommendations put to me today.
Mr Pullen referred to a public meeting held last
evening in Carlton. I received a dodger in my
letterbox in Station Street about that meeting. I
would like to have attended, but I had a rather
important prior commitment in Richmond last
night. I am pleased to hear from Mr Pullen that the
meeting was well structured and reasonable, and
that the VicRoads officers present did their best to
impart the information and answer the questions
that were asked. I will examine what further
information VicRoads has that might be made
available to Mr Pullen. I have no objection to traffic
counts being made available.
VicRoads has a vast amount of material on this
subject. Clearly some will relate to the questions
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raised last night and the officers present could not be
expected to anticipate every question asked. They
may not have had all the information on hand. I will
examine what is available and respond to Mr Pullen.
In response to Mr Pullen's second question I am able
to advise him that approximately 40 minutes ago I
signed a letter to him in response to the matters he
raised on 19 April. That letter basically confinns the
impression Mr Pullen gave the house that traffic
congestion has increased in the area to which he
referred.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - Mr Nardella again referred to the
devastating floods experienced across much of
northern Victoria in the Spring of 1993. I
acknowledge that many of the communities in that
region are still suffering the effects of the floods. He
asked particularly about the action my department
may have taken to trigger state government relief
that may have further triggered a contribution from
the federal government.
The issue falls within the ambit of the Department of
Justice and the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. Recently I had a further visit to the affected
area to discuss the issue. I shall seek advice from the
minister and report directly to Mr Nardella.

for the redevelopment of housing ministry units in
Peace Court which are generally accepted as being
close to the end of their economic life. The City of
Berwick has also raised the matter and I have
received letters of support from councils, Mr Ives
and the other local members.
I have discussed with the Director of Housing
whether the department can acquire the site for the
development of new units and move in current
ministry tenants, which would enable us to
demolish the old blocks. However, the department
faces some difficulties in bringing the exercise to
fruition. As Mr Ives said in raising the matter, the
department is involved in the construction of a
Significant number of elderly person units in the
area. We want to continue the program, and it is not
a shortage of land that is stopping us. It did not
make much sense for the ministry to purchase the
school site, given that it would consume resources.
I will obtain for Mr Ives more details about the
rationale behind the inability to take up the offer. I
assure him that the concept has been considered
seriously by the ministry and the reason for not
proceeding is based solely on a concern to use the
available resources to achieve the best outcome in
housing in Doveton, particularly for older people.
Motion agreed to.

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Aged
Care) -Mr Ives referred to the opportunity for the
Department of Planning and Development to
acquire the old Doveton West Primary School site

Tuesday. 24 May 1994
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PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:

The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain) took
the chair at 10.03 a.m. and read the prayer.

PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Assembly.
Read first time on motion of Hon. HAD DON
STOREY (Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training).

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Ringing of bells
The PRESIDENT - Order! On the question of
the ringing of the bells at the end of the day's
proceedings, the house has the practice of ringing
one bell when going on the adjournment and two
bells when the house rises. So that there is no
confusion with the ringing of the bells in the
Legislative Assembly, I will suggest to the Clerk that
the bells be rung three times at the end of the day's
proceedings. The reason is that the Assembly rings
two bells when going on the adjournment and four
bells when the proceedings are over.

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! Once we come to
televising the proceedings, it will not be necessary.

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL
RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Extractive industries
Hon. R. J. H. WELLS (Eumemmerring) presented
report of Environment and Natural Resources
Committee on planning issues for extractive
industries, together with appendices and minutes
of evidence.
Laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

Melbourne College of Printing and Graphic Arts Report, 1993.
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968 - Minister's
response to recommendations in Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee's final report upon the Review
of the Victorian Equal Opportunity Act 1984.
Water Act 1989 - Minister for Natural Resources'
reasons of 24 May 1994 for decision to constitute the
Gippsland Rural Water Authority, Goulbum-Murray
Rural Water Authority, Southern Rural Water
Authority, Sunraysia Rural Water Authority and
Wimmera-Mallee Rural Water Authority to take over
various responsibilities under the Act in place of the
Rural Water Corporation.

MOUNT STIRLING
Hon. B. T. PULLEN (Melbourne) - I move:
That in respect of Mount Stirling, this house (a) rejects the 'desirable minimum development', as
described in the statement of the Minister for
Natural Resources on 17 March 1994;
(b) affirms that there should not be infrastructure

development to facilitate a cable car link to Mount
Buller, downhill skiing, restaurants or
accommodation; and
(c) is of the opinion that it should be managed to
provide for sustainable activities compatible with
minimum infrastructure development and
environmental impact such as (i) environmental
education, including VCE studies;
(ii) cross-country skiing; (iii) bushwalking and
self-contained camping; (iv) trail riding; and
(v) ecotourism activities designed to provide
visitors with an experience of alpine bush with
minimum environmental impact.

The proposed development of Mount Stirling has
already aroused considerable concern among
members of the community in general and among
people who live in the region of Mount Stirling in
particular. The motion provides members of the
house with the opportunity of indicating that they
do not support the thrust of the ministerial
statement made on 17 March by the Minister for
Natural Resources, Mr Coleman. It also gives
members the opportunity of demonstrating that they
do not consider that an appropriate future for

MOUNT STIRLING
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Mount Stirling includes gondola connections to
Mount Buller, downhill skiing facilities or increased
infrastructure development on the mountain such as
restaurants and accommodation. The motion
provides honourable members with the opportunity
of pointing out that the way forward for Mount
Stirling is that described as desirable by informed
and interested local people.
Mount Stirling occupies an important place in the
hearts of people who enjoy outdoor recreation as
well as other activities related to understanding the
Australian bush, particularly the alpine bush,
through education and general involvement. The
package of measures suggested by the local people
is compatible with the sensitive and low-key
development of the mountain. The motion gives all
honourable members the opportunity to show their
support for a sensible proposal that has been clearly
identified by both locals and others concerned with
preserving the facilities while allowing people to
enjoy them.
Many issues could be raised during the debate. But
the central issue for me, when I read the
documentation and follow the rather sad tale of the
proposed development of Mount Stirling and the
manoeuvring and secrecy of the government, is the
frustrations encountered by local people in their
struggles to put their points of view. People have
attempted to use all the normal processes of
working with government. They have approached
their local members and various ministers from
whom they expected to receive reasonable
treatment. But they have struggled to make their
point and have been driven to take the strongest
action: to politicise and mobilise their cause. They
have found their local members to be impotent in
influencing government on their behalf. Ministers
have not responded. To their dismay these people
have·been misled. That story is repeated in other
cases where ordinary people have tried to have
matters of concern addressed.

Wednesday, 25 May 1994

about the way the government has handled this
issue.
Under freedom of information I have obtained
material that was not made readily available. I refer
to a letter of 30 October 1993 written by the Mount
Stirling Development Task Force that puts a point of
view to the government. The letter is addressed to
the Deputy Premier in his capacity as Minister for
Tourism. It is a reasonable letter and the task force
points out that it has broad support from four-wheel
drive clubs; Nordic ski clubs; Timbertop School and
Geelong Grammar School, Corio; Lauriston Sdlool;
Project Mansfield; the Mountain Cattlemen's
Association of Victoria; the Stirling-Delatite Action
Group; and Stirling Experience Pty Ltd.
The letter points out that the task force is not a
'greenie' group, its members are people who have a
conservation interest in the area but are concerned
about its total development, including jobs and
economic development. These people want to
continue to do the things they have been doing
successfully at Mount Stirling, for which they are
seeking help from the government.
What they do not want is a project that brings in the
Mount Buller ski-tow company to take a head lease
over the mountain so that the members of the task
force are sidelined and become bystanders. They do
not want to see the mountain developed as a tourist
resort without any consideration being given to the
interests of the locals, much less to their long-term
vision for the mountain.
The task force is aware of the alternative proposals
and the position statement attached to its letter says:
Current proposals to convert Mount Stirling to a
downhill ski resort are probably contrary to both the
potential of the mountain as a year-round resort and
the interests of tourism in the region.

Hon. G. H. Cox - Who said that?
The problem is a combination of the bureaucracy
having a fixed view about what is appropriate for
Mount Stirling and a strong consensus among senior
ministers that this is the way to develop the
mountain. It is analogous to the grand prix proposal,
where decisions have been made without proper
process. The people of Victoria have been
ambushed. I have documentation that clearly shows
that this matter has been organised so as to treat the
local Mount Stirling Task Force as the enemy: to be
outmanoeuvred, deceived and dealt with
unreasonably. That is the substance of the accusation

Hon. B. T. PULLEN - The Mount Stirling
Development Task Force sent a letter to the Minister
for Tourism on 30 October 1993. It went on to say:
There should be no infrastructure development above
the treeline on Mount Stirling.
Infrastructure development must have a minimal
environmental impact and enhance the all-season
appeal of Mount Stirling. Cross-country ski-ing
infrastructure is ideally suited to these aims.

MOUNT STIRLING
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This task force will develop a proposal for sustainable

and environmentally sensitive tourism on Mount
Stirling which will demonstrate its economic,
educational and heritage value to the long-term
advantage of the regional and national tourism
economy.

The group is not setting itself against the
government, it is offering to work voluntarily with
the government on proposals that will provide
economic development and employment in a way
that suits the needs of the local area and is sensitive.
That is a reasonable approach.
What happened? The task force received from the
government the advice that there is no real need to
panic, there will be plenty of time. The group had a
meeting with the Minister for Tourism and as
recently as 7 February 1994 again wrote to him
saying:
Following your recent assurance that no decision on the
future of Mount Stirling will be taken in the immediate
future, we have decided to postpone release of our
'blueprint' for Mount Stirling until after our planned
ecotourism conference has been held this year.
Our task force, in conjunction with Project Mansfield
and Geelong Grammar School, Timbertop, will be
hosting a conference for tourism operators to workshop
practical applicatiOns of ecotouric;m.

I have taken the liberty of preparing a draft for the
minister to sign.

Even at that stage the task force was being led to
believe that nothing precipitate was about to
happen, that it could continue to have conferences
and prepare submissions and the government
would listen. But the government is not listening.
The documents go back to 5 August 1993. A file note
from Allan Seott, the general manager of
administration, about discussions regarding the
Mount Stirling development states:
Not a lot of action has taken place since meeting of
cabinet committee, because the ARC and the GroUo
group have been distracted by a very bad ski season to
date - Mount Buller is down 40 per cent compared to
same time last year.
Seoping of the project continues, but there is no great
urgency to firm matters up - the overall strategy is to
proceed quietly and not cause any public pressure
through the ' greenies' or Mansfield council.
Some details of the project are in the public domain there was a meeting at Mansfield on 2 August
organised by the 'greenies' - however, the meeting
was very much low key and not with the same degree
of sting as in previous years.

Hon. G. H. Cox - Who wrote that?

The group was led to believe by the exchange of
letters and discussions with the government that it
had some time, that it could slow down and that
there was no need for a campaign, that it could
develop its proposals, have conferences and reach
some reasonable arrangement with the government.
The group was wrong; it was misled.

Hon. B. T. PULLEN - Allan Seott, the general
manager, administration. It is a file note of the
Department of the Arts, Sport and Tourism.

A file note from the Department of the Arts, Sport
and Tourism shows the unease of the writer of the
note. By 10 March 1994 there was a collision course,
with the local group moving down a path on which
it believed it could have reasonable dialogue with
the government and had some time to do that.
Behind the scenes ministerial statements were being
prepared, and the project was to be launched on 17
March 1994. The advice in the file note states:

This is a tactical document. It gets better.

In view of the circumstances, I recommend that the
Minister for Tourism respond to the letter from Or Kerr
acknowledging the difficulties of the task force, but
seeking a submission by 11 April 1994.
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The ARC are mindful of the current local government
election, and don't want to see the matter inflamed so
that it becomes an issue.

Most senior cabinet members have been to see
first-hand and the feedback is very positive and
supportive. The Minister for Planning has not yet
visited, but is indicating a positive attitude/support.

It is interesting that senior cabinet members are
visiting the area. Residents of Mount Stirling are
alert; they noticed some activity. In a letter to the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services on
23 July, Or Alan Kerr states:
In recent months there have been some activities noted
that have created the belief that there are well
advanced plans for the development of Mount Stirling

MOUNT STIRLING
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as a downhill ski resort. Unfortunately any attempts to
gain accurate information from the Alpine Resorts
Commission have not been successful and indeed there
has been no reply to a request for such information
made by the Mansfield Shire Council.

That is interesting.
Most recently the state Treasurer -

tha t noted cross-country skier was observed by myself in the company of Alpine
Resorts Commission and Mount Bulla Ski lift
representatives on Mount Stirling, inspecting an area
known to be proposed as a site for a ski-lift
development.

TItings must be getting serious if that noted
outdoors man, the Treasurer, took the trouble to
visit Mount Stirling to inspect the area with the
proponent and a representa tive of the ARC. I will be
interested to hear during the debate whether the
Minister for Conservation and Environment
inspected the area. I wonder whether he has been on
the mountain. Is he one of the senior cabinet
members? Perhaps he will tell us.
The key sentence in the file note from Allan Scott is
the one I shall next quote. It shows the underlying
strategy of the government: it is not necessary to
develop this immediately because of the slowdown
and the fact that the Grollo Group Pty Ltd has been
distracted by a very bad ski season.
The current planning is to look at the years 95 and 96 as

the earliest that the public infrastructure could
commence -1994 might be a window of opportunity
to complete an environment impact statement Department of Planning sect has indicated that this can
commence when convenient and to best tactical
advantage.

That is a clear display of the way local people are
being treated. The government is saying, 'We will let
them have an environmental impact statement in
1994 because we do not need any development in
1994; our plans are for later. We will let them have
this window-dressing exercise in 1994'. That is
exactly what is happening now. Although it may be
a window of opportunity, it is not a tactical
advantage because the timing was upset.
The minister and Mr Bentley mucked it up. They
subsequently received a rap over the knuckles. They
thought they would pounce on the people in a
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surprise attack at a public meeting in Mansfield.
That backfired - the people were not cowards.
They responded by organising an injunction so that
the timing had to be rethought. The minister has
been hauled in -not because he is doing something
with which the government does not agree, but
because he is not doing it well enough. He and
Mr Bentley allowed themselves to be caught out.
The tactical advantage has been lost.
The government must regroup, and the regrouping
is the main game. Does regrouping mean using 1994
as a window of opportunity to hear submissions
ranging from arguments about a very low
development to a massive development with
everybody running around making submissions and
working very hard? Does it mean the minister will
then appoint a panel and make a decision? He could
say, 'You've had your consultative process, but
sorry locals, we've decided to go ahead any way. We
hadn't decided back in 1993 or when we delivered
the ministerial statement on 17 March 1994, we have
just decided now -and it just happens to be exactly
the same deal that was struck with Grollo earlier'.
Where are the local members? Mr Craige has left the
chamber; basically he is a non-event. I notice he is
coming back.
Hon. M. A. Birrell - Say it again!
Hon. B. T. PULLEN - He a non-event. Although
I have a swag of documents, his name is mentioned
only once in the whole lot. Nobody even bothers to
send him copies of correspondence. Mr Craige's
impact is negligible. The opposition cannot say he
has done any harm; it cannot say he has done
anything at all! Mr Stoney has not one iota of
influence in the government on this matter.
However, Mr Stoney has tried to play a role, which
is not surprising because -Hon. M. A. Birrell interjected.
Hon. B. T. PULLEN -1 am pointing out
something that is more serious than you obviously
believe it to be - that is, given that you have a
responsibility as the Minister for Conservation and
Environment. You do not appear to have done
anything at all throughout this process. It will be
seen whether you had any influence on it. It is very
doubtful from the material I have. But have the local
members had any influence? I would regard
Mr Stoney as having a very good knowledge of the
area. He has been involved in outdoor activities and
has ridden horses in the area. I expect he has done
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Public hospitals: contracted doctors, 573
State budget and financial management framework,
1051
Public advocate for elderly and disabled, q 488
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 12
Public Record Office
Joint committee records, 808
Public Transport Corporation
Brunswick land, 664
Information technology outsourcing, 28, 31
Rental on Princes Park land, 998
(See also Buses, and Rail)

Q
Questions on Notice, 1086

Bus crash re-enactment, q 271
Driver fatigue, q 65
Tow-truck services, 173
Road Safety Committee
Membership, 949
Roads
Funding, q 363,893,894
National highway strategy for Victoria, q 212
Nunawading freeway reservation, 27, 31
Pedestrian crossings, q 700
Safety of construction workers, q 486
Speed limits, 256, 257, 664, 665
Traffic congestion
Northern suburbs, 173, 174
Around Eastern Freeway, 810, 811
Underground power transmission lines, 81, 85
(See also Road safety, and Vehicles)
Roxburgh Park housing estate, 663, 664
Rulings by the Chair
Admissibility
Adjournment matter, 83
Question, q 487
Debate
In other house, 145
In same session, 347, 1129
Length of answers, 61
Naming individuals, 188, 458

INDEX
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Questions on notice, 1086
Quoted documents, 183, 829
Reflection on Chair, 942
Relevance, 142,185, 186, 18~ 194,211,217,218,221,
222,223,224,269,288,289,293,424,458,459,556,
790,797,833,913,984,1070,1095,1131,1139,1141,
1145,1147,1203,1219
Tedious repetition, 462
Televising of proceedings, 179, 181
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 62, 461, 979

South gate project, 1227, 1228
Standing Orders Committee
Private bill fees and strangers, 1051
State Bicycle Committee, q 137, q 764
Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Support, 1125, 1127
Subordinate legislation, 12
Sunshine, City of

Rural Enterprise Victoria, q 487

s
Sandbelt open space project, q 698

Chief executive officer, 83, 85
Supreme Court judges report, 897
Sydney casino, q 605

T

Sandringham beach dredging, 454, 456
Schilling report, q 983
Schools and colleges
Box Forest Secondary, 568, 571
Coburg-Preston Secondary, 1123, 1127
Greensborough Secondary, 1124, 1127
Meadow Heights Primary, 26, 30
Roxburgh Park Primary, 323, 663, 664
Wooragee Primary, 809,811
(See also Teachers, and Tertiary education and
training)

Tabaret at Rialto, q 1165
T ABcorp Holdings Lld
Chief executive officer, 1226, 1228
Taxi licences, 324, 327
Teachers
School principals, 27
(See also Schools and colleges)
Termite control, 454, 456

Scoresby freeway, 81, 85
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest, 12, 139,275,424,526
Annual report, 179

Seaford Foreshore Committee of Management, 945,
946
SEC
Restructure and privatisation, 33, 413, 416
(See also Electricity industry, and Generation
Victoria)
Senior Citizens Week, q 1085
(See also Aged care)
Sherbrooke, Shire of
Planning scheme, 325, 326
Proposed McDonald's restaurant, 760
Road construction, 893
Small business (See Business and Industry)

Tertiary education and training
Ballarat horticultural centre, q 270
Capital works funding, 413, 415
Commonwealth funding policy, q 606
Sunbury university campus, q 420
TAFE
Central Gippsland College of, 82, 84
College for Pakenham, 664, 665
Courses in Essendon, q 213
Frankston College of, 28
Funding, q 362
Seymour campus, q 135
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, q 696, q 697
Tottenham English language complex, 1225
University of Ballarat, 57, 160, 176
Victoria University of TechnOlogy, 57, 160, 176
Workplace training, q 763
Tow-truck services, 173, 174, 809, 811
Trade Practices Commission conference
Statement by public servant, 413, 416

Small Rural Hospitals Task Force, q 766
Social workers
Assaults on, 324, 328

Trains (See Rail)
Tullamarine Freeway
Signage contract, 998, 999, 1000

Sou th Eastern Arterial, q 846

LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL
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Research interviews, 893, 895
Retum-te-work campaign, q 604, q 765

Unemployment
World Cup soccer final, q 603, q 604

Rural, q 698
Youth, q420

y

Universities (See Tertiary education and training)
Youth

v

Arts, q 484, q 845

z

Vehicles
Commercial registration, 1227, 1228
Emissions, q 484
Maximum vehicle height, q 846
Vicnet, q 362
VicRoads
Heavy vehicle licence testing, q 526
Information technology outsourcing, 28, 3
1
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce, q 982
Victorian Casino Control Authority, 29,30, q 133, 179,
q 360, 457
Victorian Gaming Commission
Former chairman, q 700

w
Walker, Mr Ron, 457, 573, q 843, q 926
Western bypass, q 214
Western Port Development Council, q 768
Whittlesea Linkskill program, 942
Wilsons Promontory backpackers hostel, 413, 414
Wimmera, Shire of
Planning process, 761
Windarring, 892, 896
Women
Role in local government, q 6
WorkCover
Claims
Common-law, q 212
Duration, q 61
Hearing loss, q 1167
Industrial deafuess, q 419
Industry Commission recommendations, q 270
Journey accidents, q 1168
Medical panellists, 514, 516
Premiums, q 134
Repayment of overpayments, q 483
Reports, 12, 138, 526

Zoological Board of Victoria, q 519, 569, 571
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INDEX
MEMBERS

Scoresby freeway, 81

ASHER, Hon. LOUISE (Monash)

Autumn economic statement, 714

Adjournment

Bills

Local government restructure, 172
Autumn economic statement, 750
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 532
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, m
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 309
Food Amendment Bm, 303
Medical Practice Bill, 493
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 439
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1187
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,965

Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
503
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 396
Local government restructure, 340
Points of order, 460
Questions without notice
Eastern Freeway, 1081
Localgovemrnent
Benchmarking,7
Financial management, 925
Restructure, 979

Grand prix, 589

BAXTER, Hon. W. R. (North Eastern) (Minister for
Roads and Ports)

Petitions

Adjournment

Sexual discrimination, 1051
Points of order, 220, 1139
Questions without notice
Arts for young people, 845
Bayside project, 135
Olympic swimming pool complex, 417
Psychogeriatric services, 607
Youth arts projects, 484

ASHMAN, Hon. G. B. (Boronia)
Bills
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 381
Economic Development Committee
Productivity in building and construction industry,
423,470
Questions without notice
Building industry, 488
Palliative care, 274
Pedestrian crossings, 700
Road transport vehicles, 846

ATKINSON, Hon. B. N. (Koonung)
Adjournment
Mothers Opposing Pollution, 513
Nunawading freeway reservation, 27

Allegations by former Keilor councillor, 85
Commercial-registration vehicle parking, 415
Driver licence demerit points scheme, 415
Friends Provident Life Assurance Co. Ltd, 256
Kilmore bypass, 946
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1000
Nunawading freeway reservation, 31
Road and transport technology, 31
Scoresby freeway, 85
Speed limits, 257, 665
Taxi licence, 327
Tow-trucks
Drivercenification, 811
Services, 174
Traffic congestion
Melbourne Province, 811
Northern suburbs, 174
Tullamarine Freeway signage contract, 1000
VicRoads regulations, 1228
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 519, 564, 780
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 417, 433, 530
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 384, 386
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 2, 22
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 519, 566,
858
Transport (Amendment) Bill, 412
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 430, 662, 719,
720
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 995, 1199

LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 165,204,301
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 412, 433
National Road Trauma Advisory Council report, 11
Points of order, 220, 462
Questions without notice
Alpine Tourist Road, 422
Bus crash: re-enactment, 271
Derrimut Road level crossing, 6, 521
Drivers
Fatigue, 65
Licence tests, 982
Eastern Freeway, 925, 1081
Eastland shopping centre traffic, 363
Heavy vehicle testing, 526
Marine vessel safety, 422, 486
Melbourne transport hub strategy, 1166
National highway strategy for Victoria, 212
Pedestrian crossings, 700
Roads
Construction work safety, 486
Funding, 363, 847
Transport vehicles, 846
State Bicycle Committee, 137,765
Western bypass, 214

BEST, Hon. R. A. (North Western)
Autumn economic statement, 679
Bills
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 143
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Elm trees in Ballarat, 30
Environmental research centre, 894
Grand prix, 946, 999, 1126
Herbicide spraying in Ballarat, 1127
Mount Stirling, 946
Museum of Victoria: appointment, 456
National parks, 762
Recycling
Kerbside collections, 414
Municipal schemes, 455
Road improvements, 894
Sandringham beach dredging, 456
Seaford foreshore, 946
Sherbrooke shire planning scheme, 326
Southgate leasing arrangements, 1228
Touring car championships, 1126
Wilsons Promontory backpackers hostel, 414
Zoological Board of Victoria, 571
Bills
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 1051, 1055, 1209
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
269,319,510,511,512,513,
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 33, 78
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
949,950,1092
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill, 763, 771, 890
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 760, 770,916
Grand prix, 578,1136
Mount Stirling, 820
Points of order, 180, 182, 190,458,459,460,829
Questions without notice

Questions without notice
Bendigo regional development, 214
Local government restructure, 66
Public housing security, 983
Regional development
Employment, 768
Federal government white paper, 487
Temporary casino, 1167
WorkCover,604

BIRRELL, Hon. M. A. (East Yarra) (Minister for
Conservation and Environment, and Minister for
Major Projects)
Adjournment
Ballarat livestock deaths, 256
Bayside project, 256, 894
Belgrave rezoning, 762
Birthday of member, 762
CoIling wood bike path, 326
Dandenong contamination survey, 515

Albert Park strategy plan, 927
Bayside project, 135
Beachwatch, 605
Campus Conservation Corps, 523
Coast Action, 1083, 1167
Docklands development, 271
Elm trees in Ballarat, 3
Environment Protection Authority, 215, 272
Gippsland Lakes, 210
Grand prix, 2, 417,520,763,843,980, 1081, 1083
Grazing leases, 137
Jolimont rail yards, 273
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1165
Local government recycling schemes, 925
Melbourne Exhibition Centre, 485
Melbourne Parks and Waterways, 62
Milanesia Beach: Crown land, 65
Mount Stirling ski development, 4
National parks, 701
Native title land claim: northern Victoria, 1165
Olympic swimming pool complex, 417
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INDEX

Parks in central Melbourne, 843, 927
Proudfoot's boathouse, Warmambool, 767
Recycling of building materials, 361
Sandbelt open space project, 698
Toora wind energy project, 418
Vehicle emissions, 484
Volunteer conservation projects, 982
Zoological Board of Victoria, 519

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITIEES, The (Hon. D. M.
Evans) (See Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

CHAMBERLAIN, Hon. B. A. (Western) (See
PRESIDENT, The, and Rulings by the Chair in
SUBJECTS)

BISHOP, Hon. B. W. (North Western)
CONNARO, Hon. G. P. (Higinbotham)
Auditor-General's report, 602
Autumn economic statement, 740
Bills
Food (Amendment) Bill, 307
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
840
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 297
Questions without notice
Aged care services, 365, 701
Local government restructure, 847
Native title land claim: northern Victoria, 1165

Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 278
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 537
Economic Development Committee
Productivity in building and construction industry,
479
Questions without notice
Coast Action, 1083
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 522

BOWDEN, Hon. R. H. (South Eastern)
Autumn economic statement, 690
Bills
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 159
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1113
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 445
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 528
Questions without notice
Local government restructure, 364
Road construction work safety, 486
Workplace training, 763

COX, Hon. G. H. (Nunawading)
Adjournment
Friends Provident Life Assurance Co. Ltd, 254
Questions without notice
Australian Teachers of Media awards, 699
Eastland shopping centre traffic, 363
Melbourne International Film Festival, 1084
Museum development, 980
State Bicycle Committee, 764

CRAIGE, Hon. G. R. (Central Highlands)
BRIDESON, Hon. ANDREW (Waverley)
Bills
Bills

Transport (Further Amendment) Bill,648

Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 449
Mount Stirling, 824
Petitions
Student unions, 423
Questions without notice
Linkages program, 926
Sandbelt open space project, 698
TAFE courses in Essendon, 213

Questions without notice
Film industry, 923
Parks in central Melbourne, 843
Seymour TAFE campus, 135

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
DA VIDSON, Hon. B. E. (Chelsea)
Adjournment
Asbestos removal, 28
Seaford foreshore, 945
Southgate leasing arrangements, 1237
Tullamarine Freeway signage contract, 999
Autumn economic statement, 744
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 934
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 379, 386
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1203
Points of order, 556
Questions without notice
City of Greater Geelong, 67
Local government restructure, 982
Road funding, 363

DA VIS, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Bills
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 69
Economic Development Committee
Building and construction industry, 897
Productivity in building and construction industry,
477
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Bills
Appropriation (Parliament)(Interim 1994-95) Bill, 931
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 800
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 851
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 914
Questions without notice
Bus crash: re-enactment, 271
Melbourne transport hub strategy, 1166
State Bicycle Committee, 137

FORWOOD, Hon. BILL (Templestowe)
Adjournment
Citizenship trees, 324
Autumn economic statement, 554
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 629
Audit Bill, 153
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 370
Financial Management Bill, 290
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 290
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1111
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 919
Points of order, 556, 1138
Questions without notice

Questions without notice
Gippsland Lakes, 210
Small Rural Hospitals Task Force, 766
Volunteer conservation projects, 982

Eastern Freeway, 924
Heavy vehicle testing, 526
Melbourne Parks and Waterways, 62

GOULD, Hon. M. M. (Doutta Galla)
de FEGELY, Hon. R. S. (BaHarat)
Adjournment
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament)(Interim 1994-95) Bill, 936
Questions without notice
Ballarat horticultural centre, 270
Elm trees in Ballarat, 3
Sunbury university campus, 420
Standing Orders Committee
Private bill fees and strangers, 1051

EV ANS, Hon. D. M. (North Eastern) (See also Rulings
by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
999
School principals, 27
Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Support, 1125
Autumn economic statement, 754
Bills
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,

1090
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1112
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1182
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill, 970
Questions without notice
Local government recycling schemes, 925
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GUEST, Hon.J. V. C. (Monash)

HALLAM, Hon. R. M. (Western) (Minister for
Regional Development, and Minister for Local
Government)

Bills

Adjournment

Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 162
Public Prosecutions Bill, 987
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1194
Grand prix, 594
Law Reform Committee
Corporations Law, 1129
Law of wills, 667
Restitution for victims of crime, 1125
Petitions
Sexual discrimination, 573
Points of order, 458, 984
Questions without notice
Melbourne Exhibition Centre, 485
Vicnet, 362

City of Greater Geelong, 31, 85
City of Sunshine, 85
Floods in north-eastem Victoria, 812
Generation Victoria: VDP package, 327
Local government
Commissioners, 895
Recycling schemes, 947
Restnucture,174,257
Stamp duty, 947
Retail markets, 947
TABcorp Holdings Ltd: CEO, 1228
Trade Practices Commission conference: statement
by public servant, 416
WorkCover
Medical panellists, 516
Research interviews, 895
Autumn economic statement, 331, 543

Bills

HALL, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Adjournment
Retail markets, 945

Bills
Audit Bill, 157
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 247
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill,247
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,959
Petitions
BARA-VIC program, 423
Sexual discrimination, 1
1
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1993 report, 526
1993-94 budget estimates and Auditor-General's
report, 897
Erratum, 12
Public hospitals: contracted doctors, 573
State budget and financial management framework,
1051
Questions without notice
Driver licence tests, 981
Local government employment contracts, 697
Public hOUSing, Moe, 1169
University places, 606

Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 379, 425,
430,631,634,636,637,638,641
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 2,
20, 144
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 763, 775, 1098
Appropriation (Parliament)(lnterim 1994-95) Bill,
763,775,937
Audit Bill, 2, 20
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill, 2, 25, 166
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1051, 1116
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 269, 315, 454
Financial Agreement Bill, 519,565
Financial Management Bill, 133, 169, 171
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 133, 171,297
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 995, 997
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 58,
140,410,411
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 2, 24, 240
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 949, 951
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 2, 25
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 269, 317, 453
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill, 133, 171, 378
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 719, 774,
920
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1051, 1052
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
642,721
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 975,
977

LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL
Local Government, Office of
Employment contracts and appointments, 667
Local government restructure, 349
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund
Actuarial Investigation report, 12

Audit Bill, 156
Financial Management Bill, 294
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 294
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 248
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 408
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1104

Petitions
BARA-VIC program, 423

Local government restructure, 833
Points of order, 288

Points of order, 145,790,979, 1121
Public Bodies Review Committee
Questions without notice
Bendigo, City of Greater
Public relations consultants, 273
Regional development 214
Geelong, City of Greater, 5, 7, 63, 67, 135,211,274,
364,365,1082
Local government
Benchmarking, 7
Employment contracts, 697
Financial management, 926
Restructure, 67, 136,209,364,521,522,608,764,
845,847,923,924,979,981,982,1084,1166
Local GovernrnentBoard
Member, 847
Review, 134
Municipal officers, 519
Regional development
Employment, 769
Federal government white paper, 487
Implementation initiatives, 487
Rural unemployment, 698
Western Port Development Council, 768
WorkCover
Common-law claims, 213
Duration of claims, 61
Hearing loss claims, 1168
Industrial deafness claims, 419
Industry Commission recommendations, 270
Journey accidents, 1168
Premiums, 134
Repaymentofoverpayments,484
Return-to-work campaign, 604, 765
Youth unemployment, 420
SEC restructure and privatisation, 53
WorkCover
Reports, 12, 138, 526

HARTlGAN, Hon. W. A. N. (Geelong)
Autumn economic statement, 756
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 622
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Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 12
Questions without notice
Derrimut Road level crossing, 6, 521
Geelong, City of Greater, 1082
Regional art galleries, 609
Scoresby property auction, 418

HENSHA W, Hon. D. E. (Geelong)
Adjournment
Tullamarine Freeway signage contract, 999
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 938
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1189
Local government restructure, 346
Questions without notice
Barwon Regional Housing Council, 767
Geelong, City of Greater, 211, 274, 364
Library funding, 607
Marine vessel safety, 422, 486
Municipal libraries, 844

HOGG, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North)
Adjournment
Box Forest Secondary College, 568
Central Gippsland College of T AFE, 82
Citizens advice bureaus, 893
Coburg-Preston Secondary College, 1123
Dental services, 998
Education capital works, 413
Emergency repairs to public housing, 253
Meadow Heights Primary School, 26
Museum of Victoria: appointment, 455
Playhouse Ballarat, 1226
Roxburgh Park
Estate, 663
School bus, 323
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Whittlesea LinkskiII program, 942
Wooragee Primary School, 809
Autumn economic statement, 675

Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 530
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 791
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 357
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 308
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 58
Food (Amendment) Bill, 301
Medical Practice Bill, 480, 488
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1151
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,955

INDEX
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 311
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 71
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
507
Food (Amendment) Bill, 306
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 869
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1162, 1169
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 912
Local government restructure, 831
Melbourne casino, 194,468
Questions without notice
Crown Casino Ltd, 603
Employment projects, 524
Public housing construction, 8
Road funding, 846
Western Port Development Council, 768

Petitions
Universal student unionism, 949
Questions without notice
TAFE funding, 362
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 696, 697

IVES, Hon. R. S. (Eumemmerring)
Adjournment
Belgrave rezoning, 760
Chemicals for termite control, 454
Community house education program, 82
Dandenong contamination survey, 514
Doveton elderly person units, 810
Emerald Hills and District Hospice Service, 1124
Emergency housing crisis, 568
Local government restructure, 1226
Mountain District Community Health Centre, 943
Recycling: kerbside collections, 412
Road and transport technology, 28
Road improvements, 893
Sherbrooke shire planning scheme, 325
Speed limits, 256
TAFE college for Pakenham, 664
Tow-truck services, 173
Autumn economic statement, 735
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 535
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 795
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 374

KNOWLES, Hon. R. I. (Ballarat) (Minister for
Housing, and Minister for Aged Care)

Adjournment
Ambulance services, 517
California Hotel, 896
Citizens advice bureaus, 896
Citizenship trees, 328
Doveton elderly person units, 812
Emerald Hills and District Hospice Service, 1127
Emergency housing crisis, 571
Emergency repairs to public hOUSing, 258
Mars Confectionery of Australia, 258
Nursing beds in Sunbury, 328
Playhouse Ballarat, 1229
Poisons information line, 1229
Roxburgh Park school bus, 328
Social workers, 328
Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Support, 1127
Windarring, 896
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 417, 434, 541
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 251, 376
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 133, 167,315
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1224
Food (Amendment) Bill, 133, 166,308
Land Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 519, 542, 783
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 250
Medical Practice Bill, 269, 387
Southgate Project Bill, 975, 976, 1120
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill, 519, 541, 785
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Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,963

~embership,949

Joint sittings, 57

Grand prix, 592

Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on, 667

Petitions

Parliamentary committee records, 809

Points of order, 1138

Personal explanation, 253

Questions without notice

Points of order, 179, 1144, 1145, 1203, 1218
Questions on notice, 1086

The Range development, Williamstown, 11

Geelong, City of Greater, 6
Grand prix, 1082
Public advocate for elderly and disabled,488

Questions without notice
Aged care services, 365, 701
Barwon Regional Housing Council, 767
Building industry, 488
Commonwealth-state housing agreement, 522
Home opportunity loan scheme, 138
Linkages program, 926
Nursing home beds, 848
Palliative care, 274
Psychogeriatric services, 607
Public advocate for elderly and disabled, 488
Public housing
Construction, 8, 9, 68, 215
~oe, 1169
Security, 983
Scoresby property auction, 419
Senior Citizens Week, 1085
Small Rural Hospitals Task Force, 766
Road Safety Committee
~embership,

McLEAN, Hon. JEAN (Melbourne West)
Adjournment
California Hotel, 891
~ars Confectionery of Australia, 255
Police training, 27
Autumn economic statement, 710
Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 799
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 312
~agistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 805
~elboume Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1069
Public Prosecutions Bill, 990
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 443
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1175

949
Questions without notice
Local Government Board member, 847

KOKOCINSKI, Hon. LICIA

(~elbourne

West)

Adjournment
City of Sunshine, 83
Driver licence demerit points scheme, 412
Local government stamp duty, 943
Review of British conviction, 569
Taxi licence, 324
Tottenham English language complex, Braybrook,
1225
Touring car championships, 1125
Yarraville railway station, 998
Autumn economic statement, 688
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 929
Children and Young Persons (~iscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 368
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 406

MIER, Hon. B. W. (Waverley)
Adjournment
Tullamarine Freeway signage contract, 999
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
922,928
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1220
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1089
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill, 890
Economic Development Committee
Productivity in building and construction industry,
475
Mount Stirling, 823
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INDEX

Questions without notice
Coast Action, 1167
Crown Casino Ltd, 605

NARDELLA, Hon. D. A. (Melbourne North)
Adjournment
Allegations by former Keilor councillor, 83
Ambulance services, 513
Floods in north-eastern Victoria, 810
Greensborough Secondary College, 1124
Pensioner rate concession, 570
Poisons information line, 1227
Police shootings, 760
Speed limits, 664
Tullamarine Freeway signage contract, 998
Windarring, 892
Autumn economic statement, 694, 702

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 636
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 163
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 540
Audit Bill, 155
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 877
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 371
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1222
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 77
Financial Management Bill, 293
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,293
Gaming and Betting Bill, 905
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 399
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 807
Medical Practice Bill, 493
Public Prosecutions Bill, 992
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 447
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 230
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 871
Tertiary Ed ucation (Amendment) Bill, 1191
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 656
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 300
Melbourne casino, 201,466
Points of order, 223, 1141, 1144
Questions without notice
Schilling report, 983
WorkCover: journey accident, 1168

POWER, Hon. PAT. (JikaJika)
Adjournment
Alzheimer's disease, 570
Canterbury Family Centre, 891
City of Greater Geelong, 28, 81
Helping Hands Association for Intellectually
Disabled Persons, 514
Local government
Recycling schemes, 942
Restructure, 173,255
Recycling: municipal schemes, 454
Social workers, 324
Tow-truck driver certification, 809
VicRoads regulations, 1227
Wimmera shire council, 761
Autumn economic statement, 559
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 637
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 142
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 235
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1221
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 391
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1079, 1086
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 240
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 383
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
839
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 842, 848
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 643, 720
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,968
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 1195
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 297
Economic Development Committee
Productivity in building and construction industry,
478
Local government restructure, 331
Mount Stirling, 826
Points of order, 211, 424
Questions without notice
Bendigo council: public relations consultants, 273
Geelong, City of Greater,S, 63, 135, 365
Localgovernr.nentrestructure,209,521,522,608,764,
845,923,924,981,1084,1166
Regional development: implementation initiatives,
487
Rural unemployment, 698
Youth unemployment, 420
SEC restructure and privatisation, 49
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Grand prix, 573, 595
PRESIDENT, The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain)(See also
Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Mount Stirling, 813, 829
Petitions

Joint sittings
University of Ballarat, 57, 160
Victoria University of Technology, 57, 160

City of Melbourne northern boundary, 1225
Herbicide spraying, 11
Points of order, 984
Questions without notice

PULLEN, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne)
Adjournment
BaHarat livestock deaths, 255
Collingwood bike path, 326
Elm trees in Ballarat, 29
Herbicide spraying in BaHarat, 1125
Local government commissioners, 894
Melbourne Water charges, 570
Milanesia Beach: Crown land, 84
Mount Stirling, 945
National parks, 761
PTC rental property, 664
Sandringham beach dredging, 454
Traffic congestion
Melbourne Province, 810
Northern suburbs, 173
Wilsons Promontory backpackers hostel, 413

Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 160
'
164, 165
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 1204
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 776
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill
496,510,511,512
'
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill
1119
'
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 435
Land Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 781
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 242
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 389
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 804
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill
1058
'
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 529
Public Prosecutions Bill, 983
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 437, 450
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill, 784
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill, 886
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 908
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 528
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Eductor dredging, 457

Environment Protection Authority, 215, 272
Grand prix, 520
Grazing leases, 137
Milanesia Beach: Crown land, 64
Mount Stirling ski development, 4
National parks, 701
Toora wind energy project, 418
Vehicle emissions, 484

SKEGGS, Hon. B. A. (Templestowe)
Autumn economic statement, 708

Bills
Appropriation <Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 921
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 875
Gaming and Betting Bill, 901
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 405
Questions without notice
Local Government Board review, 134
Municipal officers, 519
Proudfoot's boathouse, Warrnambool, 767
Public housing construction, 9
Senior Citizens Week, 1085
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 12, 139,275,424,526
Annual report, 179
Subordinate legislation, 12

SMITH, Hon. K. M. (South Eastern)
Adjournment
Birthday of member, 761

Bills
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 223
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 659
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 1197
Points of order, 220, 222, 288
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INDEX

Questions without notice
Albert Park strategy plan, 927
Home opportunity loan scheme, 138
Jolimont rail yards, 273
Public housing construction, 68

STONEY, Hon. E. G. (Central Highlands)
Adjournment
Kilmore bypass, 943

Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 663, 722, 808
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Bill, 897, 940, 995
Public Prosecutions Bill, 813, 858, 994
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 269,318,
451
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
719,725,842
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1051, 1052,
1195
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill, 897, 953, 974
BLF Custodian reports, 11, 1129

Auditor-General's report, 601

County Court judges report, 897

Bills

Introduction Agencies

Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 779
Mount Stirling, 827
Questions without notice
Alpine Tourist Road, 422
Driver fatigue, 65
WorkCover: hearing loss claims, 1167

Report of Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs,
897
Magistrates Court report, 897
Melbourne casino, 190,464
Points of order, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 1131
Questions without notice

STOREY, Hon. HAD DON (East Yarra) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training, Minister for the
Arts, and Minister for Gaming)
Adjournment
Asbestos removal, 30
Box Forest Secondary College, 571
Central Gippsland College of TAFE, 84
Coburg-Preston Secondary College, 1127
Community house education programs, 84
Crown Casino Ltd, 30
Education capital works, 415
Greensborough Secondary College, 1124
Meadow Heights Primary School, 30
Roxburgh Park estate, 664
Wooragee Primary School, 811
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 2, 23,
164, 165

Agent-General's Bill, I, 19, 280
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 663, 668, 802
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
760,772,878
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, I, 17,240
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, I, 18,
78
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill,
949,950,1119
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 269, 316, 436
Gaming and Betting Bill, 763, 863, 908
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 179,205,
391

Adult education, 4
Arts for young people, 845
Australian Teachers of Media awards, 699
Ballarat horticultural centre, 270
Crown Casino Ltd, 133,603,604,605
Film industry, 923
Gambling addiction, 64
Library funding, 607
Melbourne International Film Festival, 1084
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd, 66
Ministers' clothing, 926
Municipal libraries, 844
Museum development, 980
Regional art galleries, 609
Schilling report, 983
Seymour TAFE campus, 135
Sunbury university campus, 420
Tabaret at Rialto, 1165
TAPE courses in Essendon, 213
TAPE funding, 362
Temporary casino, 1167
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 696,697
University places, 606
Vicnet, 362
Victorian Casino Control AuthOrity, 361
Victorian Gaming Commission, 700
Workplace projects, 484
Youth arts projects, 484
Supreme Court judges report, 897

LEGISLA TIVE COUNCIL
STRONG, Hon. C. A. (Higinbotham)
Adjournment
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Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
785
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 1120

Commercial-registration vehicle parking, 412
Grand prix, 1130

Bills
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 401
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1066
Melbourne casino, 199
Questions without notice
Beachwatch, 605
Recycling of building materials, 361
SEC restructure and privatisation, 44

THEOPHANOUS, Hon. T. C. (Jika Jika)
Adjournment
Generation Victoria: VDP package, 326
Grand prix, 944, 998
TABcorp Holdings Ltd: CEO, 1226
Trade Practices Commission conference: statement
by public servant, 413
WorkCover
Medical panellists, 514
Research interviews, 893
Zoological Board of Victoria, 569

Opposition
Leadership, 1
Points of order, 156, 158, 181,220,222,224,421, 1138,
1147,1149
Questions on notice, 1086
Questions without notice
Grand prix, 2, 763, 979, 1080
Tabaret at Rialto, 1165
WorkCover
Common-law claims, 212
Duration of claims, 61
Industrial deafness claims, 419
Industry Commission recommendations, 270
Premiums, 134
Repayment of overpayments, 483
Return-to-work campaign, 765
Zoological Board of Victoria, 519
SEC restructure and privatisation, 33

VARTY, Hon. ROSEMARY (Silvan)

Bills
Autumn economic statement, 543

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 430, 609,
635,637,640,642
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1097
Audit Bill, 144
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill, 165
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 233
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1210
Financial Agreement Bill, 881
Financial Management Bill, 280
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 280
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1200
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1099
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 207, 216
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 866
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 452
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill, 378
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 916
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1202

Financial Management Bill, 295
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 295
Points of order, 293, 833
Questions without notice
Gambling addiction, 64

WALPOLE, Hon. D. T. (Melbourne)
Adjournment
Environmental research centre, 892
PTC: Princes Park land, 998
Autumn economic statement, 726

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 625
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 403
Local government restructure, 355
Questions without notice
Grand prix, 1083
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INDEX

Local government restructure, 136
Parks in central Melbourne, 927

Grand prix, 417, 843, 980, 1081
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1164

WEllS, Hon. R. J. H. (Eumemmerring)
Autumn economic statement, 670

Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd, 66
Ministers' clothing, 926
Victorian Casino Control Authority, 360
Victorian Gaming Commission, 700
Western bypass, 214

Bills
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 74
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
508
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 226
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1178
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill,887
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Extractive industries, 813
Questions without notice
Adult education, 4
National highway strategy for Victoria, 212

WHITE, Hon. D. R. (Doutta Galla)
Adjournment
Bayside project, 256, 894
Crown Casino Ltd, 29
Grand prix, 944, 1124
Nursing beds in Sunbury, 325
Tullamarine Freeway signage contract, 998
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 276
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1092
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill, 872
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 453
Gaming and Betting Bill, 898
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Bill, 995
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1072
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 159
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1105
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 232
Southgate Project Bill, 1119
Grand prix, 584
Melbourne casino, 179,457
Points of order, 185, 193,220, 1083, 1142, 1144
Questions without notice
Crown Casino Ltd, 133, 604
Docklands development, 270

WIlDING, Hon. S. de C. (Chelsea)
Autumn economic statement, 732
Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 366
Questions without notice
Campus Conservation Corps, 523
Nursing home beds, 848
Public housing construction, 215
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182

183

184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191

Subject matter

Asked by

Answered by

Port of Portland: debt
MrDavidson
Mr Baxter
Port of Portland: rebate payable to
MrDavidson
MrBaxter
Portland Smelter Services
MrBaxter
Port of Portland: privatisation
MrDavidson
Port of Portland: appointments to board Mr Davidson
Mr Baxter
Port of Portland: special purpose berth Mr Davidson
Mr Baxter
MrStorey
Education: sale of schools
MrsHogg
Education: guidelines for
expulsion of students
MrsHogg
MrStorey
Education: students expelled
MrsHogg
MrStorey
MrStorey
Education: student enrolments
MrsHogg
Ed ucation: voluntary departure
MrStorey
MrsHogg
packages taken by teaching staff
Education: voluntary departure
packages taken by non-teaching staff MrsHogg
MrStorey
Roads and Ports: overseas travel
MrDavidson
MrBaxter
Tertiary Education and Training:
MrsHogg
MrStorey
overseas travel
Mr Birrell
Major Projects: overseas travel
MrWhite
Local Government: overseas travel
MrPower
MrHallam
Mr Theophanous Mr Knowles
Housing: overseas travel
Mr Davidson
Mr Baxter
Roads and Ports: overseas travel
Tertiary Education and Training:
MrStorey
interstate travel
MrsHogg
MrWhite
Mr Birrell
Major Projects: interstate travel
MrPower
MrHallam
Local Government: interstate travel
Housing: interstate travel
Mr Theophanous Mr Knowles
Roads and Ports: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops
MrDavidson
Mr Baxter
and training courses
Major Projects: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops
Mr Sirrell
MrWhite
and training courses
Tertiary Education and Training:
expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Storey
Mrs Hogg
workshops and training courses
Local Government: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops
MrHallam
MrPower
and training courses
Housing: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training
Mr Theophanous Mr Knowles
courses
Roads and Ports: legal representation
Mr Davidson
Mr Baxter
and expenses incurred
Tertiary Education and Training: legal
Mr Storey
representation and expenses incurred MrsHogg
Major Projects: legal representation
and expenses incurred
MrWhite
Mr Birrell
Local Government: legal representation
MrPower
MrHallam
and expenses incurred
Housing: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Theophanous Mr Knowles
MrPullen
MrKnowles
Housing: employees
Tertiary Education and Training:
MrStorey
Mr Pullen
employees

Page

87
87
87
88
88
259
88
89
89
89
90
90
99
100
102
103
103
260
104
106
106
261
118
261

118

118
121
125
125
127
127
128
128

INDEX
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Asked by

Qn

Subject matte

192
193
195
196
198
199

Roads and Ports: employees
Mr Pullen
Aged Care: employees
Mr Pullen
MrPullen
Gaming: employees
Mr Pullen
Arts: employees
Local Government: employees
Mr Pullen
Natural Resources: employees
Mr Pullen
Tertiary Education and Training:
TAFE student contact hours
MrsHogg
Tertiary Education and Training:
redundancy payments and student
fee increases
MrsHogg
Tertiary Education and Training: school
MrWhite
budgets and enrolments
Gas and Fuel Corporation: advertising
Mr Nardella
contracts
Education: legal representation and
Ms Gould
expenses involved
Education: expenditure on seminars,
conferences and courses
Ms Gould
Housing: consultancies, engagements,
Mr Nardella
appointments and contracts
Aged Care: consultancies, engagements,
Mr Nardella
appointments and contracts
Roads and Ports: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
Mr Nardella
contracts
Conservation and Environment:
consultancies, engagements,
Mr Nardella
appointments and contracts
Major Projects: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
Mr Nardella
contracts
Local Government: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
Mr Nardella
contracts
Regional Development: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
Mr Nardella
contracts
Tertiary Education and Training:
consultancies, engagements,
Mr Nardella
appointments and contracts
Natural Resources: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
Mr Nardella
contracts
Youth Affairs: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
contracts
Mr Nardella
Industry and Employment:
consultancies, engagements,
Mr Nardella
appointments and contracts
Aboriginal Affairs: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
contracts
Mr Nardella
Community Services: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
Mr Nardella
contracts
Health: consultancies, engagements,
appointments and contracts
Mr Nardella

200

201

202
203
207
210
214
215
216

217

218

219

220

221

225

227

231

234

235

236

Answered by

Page

Mr Baxter
MrKnowles
MrStorey
MrStorey
MrHallam
Mr Birrell

128
129
267
129
129
130

MrStorey

131

MrStorey

131

MrStorey

131

MrHallam

132

MrStorey

1006

MrStorey

1006

MrKnowles

1020

MrKnowles

1020

Mr Baxter

1231

Mr Birrell

1008

Mr Birrell

1023

MrHallam

1008

Mr Hallam

1232

MrStorey

1232

Mr Birrell

1009

Mr Birrell

1233

MrStorey

1234

MrKnowles

1023

MrKnowles

1026

MrKnowles

1029

(29)

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
Qn

237
238
241

242

244

245

247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
257
259
261
265
268
269
270
271
272
275
276
278
279
281
282
283
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315

Subject matte

Asked by

Planning: consultancies, engagements,
appointments and contracts
Mr Nardella
Agriculture: consultancies, engagements,
appointments and contracts
Mr Nardella
Public Transport: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
contracts
Mr Nardella
Small Business: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
contracts
Mr Nardella
Energy and Minerals: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
contracts
Mr Nardella
Industry Services: consultancies,
engagements, appointments and
contracts
Mr Nardella
Finance: consultancies, engagements,
appointments and contracts
Mr Nardella
Housing: grants
Mr Nardella
Aged Care: grants
Mr Nardella
Roads and Ports: grants
Mr Nardella
Conservation and Environment: grants Mr Nardella
Major Projects: grants
Mr Nardella
Local government: grants
Mr Nardella
Regional Development: grants
Mr Nardella
Mr Nardella
Gaming: grants
Natural Resources: grants
Mr Nardella
Youth Affairs: grants
Mr Nardella
Industry and Employment: grants
Mr Nardella
Aboriginal Affairs: grants
Mr Nardella
Community Services: grants
Mr Nardella
Health: grants
Mr Nardella
Planning: grants
Mr Nardella
Agriculture: grants
Mr Nardella
Public Transport: grants
MrNardella
Small Business: grants
MrNardella
Energy and Minerals: grants
Mr Nardella
Industry Services: grants
Mr Nardella
Finance: grants
MrNardella
Conservation and Environment:
expenditure on consultancies
Mr Pullen
Natural Resources: expenditure on
consultancies
Mr Pullen
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Nardella

Answered by

Page

MrKnowles

1234

Mr Baxter

1235

Mr Baxter

1235

Mr Baxter

1236

MrHallam

1032

Mr Hallam

1236

MrHallam
MrKnowles
MrKnowles
Mr Baxter
Mr Birrell
Mr Birrell
MrHallam
MrHallam
Mr Storey
Mr Birrell
Mr Birrell
MrStorey
MrKnowles
MrKnowles
MrKnowles
MrKnowles
Mr Baxter
Mr Baxter
Mr Baxter
Mr Hallam
Mr Hallam
Mr Hallam

1044
1045
1046
1237
1009
1046
1011
1001
1237
1011
1002
1003
1047
1047
1048
1238
1238
1239
1003
1049
1004
1050

Mr Birrell

1013

Mr Birrell
MrKnowles
MrKnowles
MrHallam
Mr Hallam
Mr Baxter
Mr Storey
Mr Storey
MrStorey
Mr Birrell
Mr Birrell

1016
1240
1240
1240
1240
1241
1241
1241
1241
1242
1242

